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Dear reader, 

“THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS” was a local newspaper 
published on Norfolk Island, with the trial issue appearing on 
May 19 th 1975. 

“The News” covered an array of news and social 
commentary relating to Norfolk Island during a pivotal t ime 
in the island’s history; through the 1975-1976 Australian 
Royal Commission, the lead-up to limited self-government 
in 1979, and the first months of the new legislative assembly. 

This compilation, which includes all known issues of 
“The News”, is being preserved for the benefit of future 
historians and researchers may wish to gain a window on 
past times. 
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MONDAY. MAY 19. 1975 


LAND OWNERSHIP RECORDS Six-Hour Power Shutoff May Be the Last for 
WILL CHANGE BY EARLY'76 3 - 5 Years; New Transformers Expand Capacity 


Ramshackle Works Depot To Be Pride,of Kingston 
— with 2 Years' Work and fcl.7M of Restoration; 


NORFOLK’S OLD MILITARY Barracks, 
the grimy and tattered group of buildings 
housing the Works Depot, will go 
through a Cinderella change In the next 
two years. 

It is to be the set-piece of the entire 
Kingston restoration programme. 

When the barracks are completely re¬ 
stored -- around mid-1978, according to 
the schedule -- they will probably be¬ 
come the new site for Norfolk Island 
Council chambers, and perhaps the court 


roonjs. 

"Some people may think that "the 
crank mill" is a perfect name for the ■ 
place Council meets!"” JaM'Cr. Ab' ’"’ a 
Bathle, "but as a geographical location 
it just doesn’t happet} .to suit.,",< 

The total cost of the restoration pro¬ 
gram, initially estimated at about $1.3 
million, will probably be nearer $3 miL 
The Old Military Barracks restoration, 
on that scale, will probably cost about . 
$1.7 million Itself. 


Power stoppages on Norfolk may be 
(fingers crossed) a thing of the past. 

Providing, by ’power stoppage’ you 
don’t mean a blown fuse, or a tempor¬ 
ary shut-off while the electricity crew 
is repairing a line near your homq. ’ 
And barring Acts of God like cyclones, 
or flukes. 

Electricity throughout the island went 
off early Sunday morning the llthj 
for most homes from 9.10am to about 
3.15pm. The no-power time was long¬ 
er than Cyclone Alison's, and was the 
longest for years. V 

It was all planned. Barry Silbum, 
technical head of the Electricity.Under¬ 
taking, spent the Sunday working along 
with Puss Anderson, Short Graham, 

David Sanderson and Albert Buffett, all 
of the'JE.U. staff, and with John Muscat, 
and Garry Ryan of the "DCA" — as 
Norfolk will probably forever call the 
re-named Civil Aviation Section of the 
Department of Transport. 

Thei; job was to connect two new 
750KVA transformers to take the place 
of threefold 150KVA transformers that 
have "long since paid their cost", 
according to Barry. The old transform¬ 
ers had been the main bottleneck in 
Norfolk's electricity supply. 

With the two new ones operating, 
nearly trebling the E.U’s transformer 
capacity, the power station should be. 
able to cope with the island's needs 
for the next three to five years, 
v" This is the quietest place on 
Norfolk when those generators go off," 
said Barry. "I’ve only ever heard 
them off once before, during Alison. 
Isn't it peaceful?” 

every min- 


was timed to suit 
aircraft arrivals. For a time the 
island was off, though power 
have been restored temporarily 
within ten minutes if some emergency 
had required. 

Power to mb'st of Norfolk was off 
from about 9am. As soon as the 
Oafltas flight from Auckland and the 
Norfolk Island Airlines flight from 
Brisbane had landed, everything was 
switched off including the Mt. Pitt 
aircraft beacon. The only electric¬ 
ity operating at that point was the 
"DCA" transmitter at Anson Bay, and 
(continued on page 3) 


THE SYSTEM OF LAND TITLE records 
on the island will almost certainly be 
changed, late this year or early next. 

Scarcely anything in Norfolk tradition 
is closer to people's hearts than family 
ownership of land that has come down 
through the generations from the origi¬ 
nal Pitcairn settlers. 

A guaranteed title system, regarded as 
a far better means of registering the true 
owners of land, will probably replace 
the existing records system. 

At present the legalities of land own¬ 
ership on the island are complicated and 
can be uncertain -- even though people 
on Norfolk regard it as proven and solid. 

In one recent case, title to a block 
of land had become so tangled and un¬ 
certain that it was virtually unsalable. 

It was finally bought by a solicitor, who 
was willing and able to spend hundreds 
of hours of ^research and legal arguing to 
get the title clarified. 
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"Chivalry Disappears," 
Says Lone Girl Racer 

BY WENDY McGUINNESS 
Anchored off Cascade last Friday,, 
in seas that finally settled down 
after tossing previous yachts around 
for an uncomfortable week, was the 
first Ketch across the line Shamrock 4, 
returning to Auckland after the 
Whangerei to Noumea Yacht race. 
Shamrock 4 is skippered by James 
Kirkpatrick of Auckland, and is a 68 
ft. Ketch designed 70 years ago by 
James Herreshoff and built in 
Auckland in 1973. 

Cruising the ocean in a 68' yacht 
is not all "plain sailing." The crew 
must stand 4 hours on, 4 hours off 
watches and they were tired. They 
struck rough weather only once when. 



CHRISTINE CARTER AT CASCADE 
JETTY, SHAMROCK 4 AT ANCHOR 


for two days out of Noumea, heavy 
seas and 40 knot winds gave them 
some sleepless nights and some 
anxious moments. At one point 
really heavy seas stripped parts of 
the trim off the side of the boat 
and drenched everything in it. 

Even their travellers cheques got 
wet. 

Cook and deckhand (and the only girl 
aboard) is pretty Christine Carter, from 
Auckland. 

Christine said being the only girl a- 
board an ocean racer was hard work; 
any vestige of chivalry the men had 
before they went on board was 
immediately discarded. This was 
Christine's first-ever ocean race, 
and despite the hardships she looked 
marvelous. She found not having 
another woman to chat to a little 
depressing at times, until they 
reached the Isle of Pines in 
Noumea, where they moored along¬ 
side a boat with three girls on 
board and only 2 men. 

Beauty hints for ocean-racing 
women? "Tons of moisturiser worn 
day and night. And don’t forget a 
dab of perfume. It helps you 
remember you're a girl." 


TRIAL ISSUE TESTS "NEWS" 

The Norfolk Island News is 
planned as a new weekly newspaper 
for Norfolk. 

The copy- you are reading now is a 
trial run. News has been gathered, 
photos taken, features prepared, 
systems tried out, copy set up in the 
IBM "type" chosen for the News, 
advertisers booked in and their 
messages worked out, plastic 
printing screens made (and many re¬ 
made, and re-made, as voltage 
variations caused unwanted streaks 
and blips in them), the Gestetner 
press has been rolling, copies have 
been collated and folded -- and 50 
or 100 "finished" copies have been 
produced. 

There are flaws and faults and 
ommissions and blunders in this trial 
issue. One of the ideas of a trial was 
to discover where such goofs could 
come from, before they were 
perpetrated on the public. Please 
don't take them too seriously; we 
don’t, in this particular run. 

A few copies of the trial will be 
circulated privately. None will be 
sold. Advertisers will get a copy'. So 
will the score or more of Island resi- 


Electricity Shut-Down 

(continued from page one) 
private power plants. 

Heavy cables to the new transform¬ 
ers were tightened into place, taped, 
and checked. Puss Anderson climb¬ 
ed a nearby pole and disconnected the 
Kingston-area power line, so that 
the initial load on the generators 
wouldn't be too great when current 
started flowing again. "Every 'fridge 
on Norfolk is sitting there waiting to 
go on, " Barry said. 

He forced down a giant knife switch, 
all hands looked tense and all eyes 
went to the gauges, and gradually 
everyone looked at ease. The new 
system seemed to be working. 

A few residents operating 3-phase 
motor equipment for heavy machinery 
discovered the next morning that there 
was one slight hitch, namely that such 
motors ran backward because of one 
misconnection at the power station. 
That was soon set right. For most 
people on Norfolk, all was in order 
from Sunday afternoon on. 

Do the new transformers mean that 
island residents might be able to use 
electric stoves and heaters? 

"No way in the world, in the immed¬ 
iate future," Barry commented. 

"They would go on for about four hours 
each evening, and be unused the rest 
of the day. For that brief peak load 
we'd have to install a quarter million 
dollars worth of equipment, and the 
Undertaking has got to be financed 
and paid for by all the people of 
Norfolk." 


STAFF, EQUIPMENT, IDEAS 

dents who have been a powerful source 
of encouragement, good counsel and 
plain hard work to help get a second 
Norfolk newspaper off to a good 
start. So will prospective distributors .... 
of the paper. 

A number of possible advertisers, to 
whom the News proprietors apologise 
for not coming to call during the jam- 
packed weeks of planning the paper, 
will also receive copies. 

One or two copies will go to the 
Admin, with which any newspaper 
must maintain clear communications. 
The News won't be an "Admin" paper; 
it will try to cover what is happening 
at Kingston, will press for more infor¬ 
mation and always for impartial 
government dealing with every resident, 
will applaud people in the Admin when 
they serve the public well, and will 
criticise when criticism seems likely to 
serve the public interest. 

To the small number of people who 
will see this trial issue, we offer what 
we hope you will take as a personal 
message: 

-- If you have suggestions for making 
the paper better we will take them 
seriously and will appreciate receiving 
them. 

— Please have a re-think about your 
own attitude toward " letters to the 
Editor." A letters column can be a 
powerful force for airing community 
ideas. It shouldn't be dominated by a 
few regular writers, however pungent 
their comments may be. If you feel 
the News is not covering both sides of a 
story, but don’t want to say so in 
print, write the Editor and mark the 
letter Private. 

Incidentally, the News won’t publish 
anonymous letters— so fa-ta, 

"Observer, " "Island Resident, ” 
"Contributor" and "Alarmed Mother 
of Six." 

. We would especially welcome, in 
the early issues of publication, 
letters dealing with (a) what you think 
are the responsibilities of a newspaper 
in a community like Norfolk; (b) What 
kinds of information you feel have been 
difficult to get, but would be 
beneficial to the Island if they could 
be public knowledge. / 

The fates willing, the first public 
issue of the News will appear next 
Monday. Much of the material in the 
trial issue may appear again then; 
some of the material, from Contribut¬ 
ing Editors expecially, seems too good 
to limit to a handful of readers. 

Advance notice; while it would be 
unthinkable on the mainland for a 
brand-new newspaper, the News will 
probably not publish a paper June 16th. 
Daniel Howard, son of the Editor and of 
the lovely lady who has tolerated and 
loved him for over 30 years, is being 
married in Sydney on the 14th, and the 
senior Howards will be there. 


mm 



Powenm mmmll truck 
hauls tig Bosads of Q'Wgo 

77)/s truck is one of the easiet 
and unload you ever saw. The 


This truck is one of the easiest to toad 
and unload you ever saw. The cargo deck is 
flat with no projecting wheel wells and 
only 620 mm (24 inches) above the ground, 
just above knee level. The low bed height 
reduces the lift in loading. Up to 550 kg 
(1,200 lb) can be' carried in the 1,925 x 
1,210 mm (76 x 48 inch) truck bed. Side 
and rear gates fold out to increase deck 
size or can be removed quickly by hand. 
Tie-down hooks are fitted below the rear 
gate. Bars guard the rear cabin window, 
while monocoque construction and strong 
cargo decking assure stability even when 
carrying the heaviest loads. Powerful 
hydraulic brakes and big 5.00-10 4 ply 
rating tires add to driving safety. 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

p.o. BOX 220 ■ NORFOLK ISLAND * SOUTH PACIFIC • 28W 












John Newton Talks About the Laws of Norfolk 
Before Packing Up for a New Job in Canberra 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S legal advisor, 
John Newton, recently moved back 
to Australia to a new position. Two 
days before his departure he made 
time for this interview, in which he 
reflects on impressions he formed of 
Norfolk, and talks about some of 
the island's problems as he has seen 
them. 


Q; How long have you been on 
Norfolk? 

A: We arrived in September 1973, 
and we've been here about 18 
months. 

0: Like it? 

A: We've enjoyed just about every 
part of our life over here. 

0: What most? 

A: Outside the work sphere, the 
things that have given us most en¬ 
joyment have been sporting events. 
Both myself and my wife enjoy 
playing various sports such as 
cricket, basketball and so forth. 
The thing that impresses me most 
about sports on Norfolk Island are 
the visiting teams that come over. 

I think this is one aspect of island 
life that holds a lot of promise for 
the future. 

O: Where are you going now? 

A: I'm going to the Institute of 
Criminology in Canberra, which 
has been set up for four years. I 
have a job there as senior legal 
research officer, working with two 
very well-known criminologists. 

0: Do you expect to stay for many 
years? 

A: To achieve anything you Vfould 
have to stay for quite a while. 

It's not a short-term business. 

UNOFFICIAL SERVICES 
0: What's the Legal Advisor's job 
here on Norfolk? 

A; Basically, to advise the Admin¬ 
istration on various legal matters 
affecting the administration of the 
island. There are many other 
facets of course, such as appearing 
on behalf of the police in criminal 
cases. You have duties to the 
Norfolk Island Council where you 
are available, if the Councillors 
require, to offer advice in discuss¬ 
ion. And completely unofficially, 
you quite often find that you have 
to help members of the public with 
legal advice, particularly if the 
person they're in conflict with has 
briefed the only firm of solicitors 
on the island. Quite often this 
advice is nothing else than telling 
them the names and addresses of 
solicitors that do visit. Other 
times you might have to try and 
help them with their problems. 

Q: How did you learn Norfolk 


Island law? 

A; Much of the law of Norfolk 
Island is the common law, which 
applies just as much in Australia 
as it does here. The statute law 
of Norfolk Island is not all that 
extensive. Certainly it doesn't 
compare In volume with the 
statute law of any of the Austral- 



At his office window in the old Offi¬ 
cers' Quarters overlooking Kingston, 
John Newton scans through the "Green 
Book” of Norfolk Island laws._ 


ian jurisdictions. The hardest part of 
learning Norfolk law is finding out 
what old Imperial Acts still apply 
here. Prior to 1828. You can spend 
many hours of research trying to dig 
up some obscure point in the old law 
books. There's one which is very 
well known, which is the Sunday 
Observance Act, which dates back to 
the time of Queen Elizabeth I, which 
makes it an offense to do many 
things on Sunday — the baking of 
bread, the playing of sports, this sort 
of thing. 

Q: So every Sunday people are break¬ 
ing the law on Norfolk Island? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Whet's to be done about that? 

Do you ignore it, or try to change 
the law? 

DEBTORS PRISON LAW 
A: We attempt to have these old 
laws updated, but we can't afford 
to spend too much time on this 
sort of work. One other matter that 
comes to mind is the bankruptcy 
law on Norfolk Island, which com¬ 
prises the old Imperial Bankruptcy 
Law as at 1828. This dates back to 
pre-Dickensian times where you still 
had debtors' prisons, and this is one 
part of the old legislation which has 
got to be updated. It is in the pro¬ 
cess actually, by way of extending 
the Australian Bankruptcy Act to 
Norfolk Island. 

Q: Could there be cruel or unusual 


punishments for bankruptcy? 

A; It would be unthinkable. 1 
can't imagine any judge allowing 
it but on the other hand it is still 
on the books and it's got to be re¬ 
moved. 

Q: How many such laws might 
there be? 

A: I would think there would be 
many hundreds of these old laws, 
most of which nobody would know 
the first thing about, 
i Q: Are Norfolk's laws fair, gen¬ 
erally? 

A: The ones that appear in the 
"green book", as we know' it, I 
would think would be reasonably 
fair. The new legislation that 
is being drafted is probably fair¬ 
er still because of the Senate 
Committee on ordinances and 
regulations, which performs 3 
watchdog role on all subordinate 
legislation such as the Norfolk 
Island ordinances, and this comm¬ 
ittee takes great pains to ensure 
that any laws that are brought 
into being do not discriminate 
against any one class or portion 
of the community; that they do 
not trespass unduly on the civil 
liberties of the community; and 
that the implementation of the 
laws is not.dependent on the whim 
of one person. In other words, there 
must always be guidelines and <'titeria 
established by the legislation to enab¬ 
le its fair implementation. 

Q: In the past has Norfolk been sub¬ 
ject to problems that stem from inter¬ 
pretation being subject to the whim 
of one person? 

INDIVIDUAL WHIM 
A; I think it’s possible. I don’t know 
of any cases where this has happened. 
But there, has existed in laws passed 
many years ago a capability for this 
type of abuse, and you will not find 
this same sort of capability in the 
laws that are being drafted today. 

Q: Do people understand the laws 
adequately on Norfolk? 

A; I don’t think all the people of 
Norfolk Island understand even those 
provisions of the law that affect 
them almost daily, but you find 
this problem in any society. If 
people read the Gazette carefully 
they would have a basic understand¬ 
ing of new laws being passed. 

0: Are laws consistently enforced 
here? 

A; I’ve not seen an example of any 
inconsistency in the enforcing of a 
law that has been done on purpose. 

Of course you may find the odd one 
that is not completely consistent, 
but usually this can be rectified. 

Q:. Is the Legal Officer’s role in the 
Administration "outmoded”? 

A; I would say so. It’s outmoded in 
that the facilities available to the 
Legal Advisor are inadequate. To 
run a legal office you nc ed an 




extremely comprehensive library, 
or at least access to library facil¬ 
ities. We rely on requesting the 
Department in Canberra to photo¬ 
copy cases, reports and material, 
and send them over for our use. 

This is vety welcome, but quite 
often you peed materials in a hurry, 
and it m*y take two or three weeks 
for the Department to do the 
photocopying. 

ADVISOR’S JOB GROWING 
The Legal Advisor's job is be¬ 
coming tqq big for one man to 
handle. The updating of legislat¬ 
ion takes hours of uninterrupted 
concentration, and it is just not 
possible to have this required time 
during wording hours. We would 
average perhaps 15 people a day 
who want to interview the Legal 
Officer on various matters, and of 
course their problems are just as 
pressing to them as the need to the 
Legal Officer for uninterrupted con¬ 
centration; 

0: On the subject of land tenure, 
it has sometimes been said that If 
the system of recording land owner¬ 
ship were to be changed on Norfolk, 
a new system would permit land to 
be taken away from the owner for 
a bad debt — but that under the 


trad itiona 1 Norfolk'’ sy ste m/'thafW ' J 
isn’t possible. Is this so? r 
A: There is absolutely no way ■ 
under the "Guaranteed Land Title 
System" that land can be taken 
away from a person for a bad debt. 

If there were litigation between two 
parties, there is ho more likelihood 
under a Torrens-type of land regist¬ 
ration of having the land taken 
away than there would be under any 
other system. We’re talking about 
a system of registration, and the 
Guaranteed Land Title system of 
registration is purely an admin¬ 
istrative process by which the persons 
who own land have their title 
guaranteed. To that extent their 
land is more secure than it would be 
under the present system, where 
there are many doubtful titles. 

0: Is there a prospect of the 
Guaranteed Land Title system being 
introduced on Norfolk? 

NEW TITLE SYSTEM COMING 

A: Yes, it is In the process of 
drafting by Mr. Dean Collins, who 
is a former Registrar of Lands in 
South Australia who was responsib¬ 
le for introducing the same system 
in Singapore. Norfolk's extreme¬ 
ly fortunate in having the services 
of Mr. Collins. He has accepted 


’the brief of introducing this 
.system of legislation in Norfolk 
Island. He's been retained by the 
Minister for the Capital Territory, 
and there is no expense to Norfolk 
for his labour. 

0: What timetable for introduct¬ 
ion would you guess? 

A: I would hope the new system 
would be introduced at the end of 
this year, or perhaps early 1976. 

Q: W ill there be further public 
airing of it before it happens? 

A; Oh yes. Council will be given 
the usual opportunity of discuss¬ 
ing and considering the new system, 
and offer their advice to the 
Minister, and of course the Coun- 
, cil sessions are open to the public. 
0: How is Mr. Collins progress¬ 
ing? 

A: I understand the first draft of 
the legislation hasn’t really been 
completed. There is a lot of work 
to be performed by the surveyors 
in preparing the necessary plans 
end maps. This of course is out¬ 
side Mr. Collins' control. 


(In the conclusion of John Newton's 
interview, next week, he talks about 
community conflict, juvenile delin¬ 
quency, unsettled estates going back 
years and other Norfolk problems.) 


A half-page advertisement is this size. 

In the main editorial section of the News 
the advertising spaces available will be 
only one, two or three columns, and a 
half page. Rates available on request. 





Letters to the editor 


(Apparently some in the community 
believe that because the Pitcairners 
did not pay taxation confers automat¬ 
ic tax exemption on present and fut¬ 
ure Island residents; this fallacious 
belief ignores the logic that the 
Pitcairners’ lack of money classified 
them as tax exempt and deserving of 
social welfare by way of a subsidy from 
the Australian Government. 

Failure of this now wealthy (money- 
wise) community to pay income and 
other taxes is seriously jeopardising 
the future of both the Island and the 
young people of the Island. As my 
children and I are Australian citizens 
I would like to know where is the 
authority for the local Advisory 
Council to keep my children deprived 
of their birth rights as citizens? That 
the Council was elected by majority 
vote is no mandate to oppress anyone, 
least of all children. 

Those who are chagrined by my 
loyalty to the country of which I am 
a citizen are reminded that Saul, 
called Paul, was happy to acknowled¬ 
ge that through birth in Tarsus in the 
Roman province of Cilicia he was a 
Roman citizen; and in his letter to 
the Romans, Paul directs payment of 
personal and property taxes. 

G.E. BROOK. 


Know you are busy arranging the 
start of the Norfolk Island News. 
Hopefully "Sports Illustrated" will 
help. I have asked for copies to be 
sent via the packet rather than by sea 
mail, so you won’t be getting it six 
weeks late. 

I am giving you a South Pacific 
"copy-with-credit" privilege. Also 
you can use anything out of "Time” 
any time you want to and again, 
giving us credit. 

Lots of good luck in your venture. 

Edward M. Barnum, Managing 
Director, Time-Life International 
(Australia). 


: EDITORIAL* ' 

Alice and I (the News is not a hus¬ 
band and wife enterprise, but we talk 
about it at lunch, and In the evenings) 
have had mixed emotions as the paper 
has come together over the past two 
months. 

What’s best for Norfolk? What role 
should a newspaper play? We don’t 
know the answers to those questions. 

We understand Norfolk better than 
most ”mainlanders w but we aren’t a 
patch otf‘peppk ,yfho*ve lived their 
lives her£/"’mil having settled to be 
part of "the press" on Norfolk, we 
can’t dodge such questions, even 
though we may not be able to ans¬ 
wer them with full understanding.. 

We have worried about the possible 
effect on Norfolk of a newspaper’s 
trying to do serious, questioning, 
hard-working reporting. We have . 
worried about the paper's being 
organised into departments.’^ We 
have worried about going out to 
look for news, ratherthan waiting 
to hear what‘people cared to tell. 

We have even worried about using 
a bit of white space, arid some 
elegant type, on page headings. 

Were all these.things "too mein- 
land" for Norfolk? WouldTthey 
spoil something secluded and gentle 
and good about the Island way of 
life? 

If they would harm Norfolk, we 
wanted not to do them. 

Then opposing questions arose. 

Does Norfolk's good way of life de¬ 
pend on avoiding professional journ¬ 
alism? (If it does, how has Norfolk 
survived fine, motor cars, superb hjh 
fi equipment, new stoves, good 
books, gourmet foods, the world’s 
magazines, trips overseas?) 

Being realistic, the Norfolk Island 
News isn't, and won't be, a 
"professional" newspaper at all. It 
may appear new and different 
(perhaps strange) to many on Nor¬ 
folk, but to mainland eyes it will 
be a quaint and backward example 
of journalism. 

The News will be printed on a 
roneo machine, a Gestetner. A 
good one, with the latest electronic 
plate-making accessory, but bush 
equipment nonetheless. 

Whether the News survives on 
Norfolk, and whether it helps or 
hurts Norfolk, won’t depend on its 
equipment or the six or eight people 
who plan and write it, and on the 
people who read it. 

Of those, the more important are 
the readers. 

If they merely tolerate a paper, the 
paper withers in time. If they read it, 
-- If they criticise it, scold the 
Editor, make suggestions, — if they 
care about it -- it can be a wholesome 
force (among many others) in the life 
of the community. 

We hope you will care about the News. 



On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 
that day’s 






toW'**' 


Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for hopie, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 


RADIO NORFOLK - May 19 - 25 frequency . 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15Palace of Varieties 
(music hall) 

10.05 Short story 
10.45 Sleeper Awakes 
(Serial) 

11,00 Morning jC oncert 
11, BOGuest of'Honour 
}2,05Big Band Sound 

I. 15 Close 
TUESDAY 
7.00Music (Yvon) 

9.15Music Ronnie Aldrich 

10. 05Sports Magazine 
10.45Sleeper Awakes 
(Serial) 

II. 15Brothers in Law 

(Comedy) 

12.05Outback Adventures 
1.15 Methodist 
1.45Close 
WEDNESDAY 

7. OOMusic(Roger) 

9.15ABC Scope 
10.05My Word (Panel 
Game) 

10.45Hospital Programme 
(Includes Serial) 


12.05International Round- 
Up 

I. 15Close 
THURSDAY 

7. OOMusic (Toon) 

9. OOMusic (Kathy) 

9. BOMagazine of Arts 

10. OoFrankie Howard 

(Comedy) 

10.45Sleeper Awakes 
(Serial) 

II. OORequest Programme 
1,157th Day Adventist 

I. 45Close 
FRIDAY 

7. OOMusic (Sylvia) 

9.15Dr. ’s Casebook 
10.05World of Books 
10.20Bookworm 
10.45Sleeper Awakes 
(Serial) 

11. OOMorning Concert 

II. OOInsight (Talk) 

1.15Church of England 

I. 45Close 
SATURDAY 

II. OOMusic (Sylvia) 

12. OOLocal News 


12.05 Top of the Pops 
1. OOWorld News 
1. ISRequest Program 
2.00The Goons 
2.30Music (Colin) 
3.00Sports Magazine 
3.450verdrive (Cars) 

4,15Poets Corner 
4.30Pop Spectacular 

5. OOPop Music 
7.30Close 
SUNDAY 

4. OOCountry Music 

» (Daphne) 

4.45Top Pops (Repeat) 

5. 30World News (ABC) 

6 . OOThe Glums 

(Comedy repeat) 

7. 00Magician's Nephew 

(Ivan reads 
children's story) 
7.15Singers of Renown 

8 . OOChina (7) 

8.30 Play - (The 
Mystery) 

9. 30Excerpts Sapho 

(Music) 

10.30Close 


FILM 

W.W. AND THE DIXIE DANCEKINGS 
Directed by John G. Avildsen 
Screenplay by Thomas Rickman 

W. W. (Burt Reynolds) is a back- 
woods con man with a predilection 
for ripping off gas stations belonging 
to an oil company that has done him 
wrong in some unspecified way. The 
Dixie Dancekings are a musical organ¬ 
isation that operates about as far up 
country as you can get without act¬ 
ually becoming a hermit. The former 
joins the latter -- uninvited -- as a 
ploy to elude a cop who has trailed 
him into a roadhouse where the 
Dancekings are playing. W.W. has 
no difficulty persuading the law that 
he is the group's manager. He goes 
on to convince the group that if he 
actually took over for them, fame 
and fortune — or at least a shot at 
the Grand Ole Opry -- would be 
theirs. 

Since that is what the Dancekings 
dream of and since this movie is a 
kind of folk tale, W. W. is able to 
make good on his promise. Before 
that happens, there are adventures on 
the road, including some comical 
chasing around in cars, an inventive 
assault on a drive-in bank, and a 
testy love affair between W.W. and 
the group's lead singer (Conny Van 
Dyke). There is also a reasonably 


REVIEW 

subtle examination of a shifting re¬ 
lationship between band and inter¬ 
loper. 

To know W.W. is to learn that he 
is not half as clever as he looks — 
or thinks he is. As the Dancekings' 
faith in his ability to conduct them 
to the top of the charts wavers, the 
group’s desire to protect him from 
the worst consequences of his 
scheming grows in a rather touch¬ 
ing way, through Director Avildsen 
sensibly makes no big thing of it. 
NO NOSTALGIA. Indeed, this re¬ 
fusal to inflate anything in the 
movie is its best quality. The 
story is set in the 1950's, on which 
much nostalgic yearning now cen¬ 
ters, but Avildsen's camera focuses 
only casually on the artifacts of 
that period. There is at the mom¬ 
ent a powerful desire among pop 
culturists (and cultists) to strip- 
mine the country-and-western 
field for meaningful nuggets that 
will help explain us to ourselves. 
That, too, is something Avildsen 
neatly avoids. Instead, he gives us 
the movie equivalent of the kind of 
song the Dancekings themselves 
might feature. It has a catchy beat 
and a clear emotional appeal. Easy 
to watch, the film is also easy to 
forget — but very pleasant and un¬ 
pretentious. "TIME" MAGAZINE. 



A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm ro 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and Ip Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world, where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

it opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 ro 1,15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Clhistian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Ptt.'f Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air ever/ day but Sund<y. 
People with postal emergencies haw 
been known ro communicate with--he 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening dor’t be 
unnerv rd. 

On days that planes leave No folk, 
outgoi.ij; mail is handled even nough 
the P.O, is shut. Closing tines are 
12,30 in the slot at lunchtiny- Monday 
through Saturday, and 11.5{hm Sundays. 

Back issues of Norfolk'stfnique 
stamps aren't sold by the.’ost Office. 

If you want them (and irvny people 


do. for the.v are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, or David Deakin at World 
Traders. 

AID, INFO AND ADVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and imparria’l fountain 
of information, wailing wall and 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 



TOLIRIST BUREAU'S MINI-OFFICE 


day the Bureau does nor open in the 
afrernoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all hours. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various NorfolK publicat¬ 
ions. 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the-Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission-, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
oii weekends. 

Overseas’ phones operate from IGarn 


"THIS WEEK ON NORFOLK" 
— see centre spread 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pin 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call-to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
.if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New- Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by the ubiquitous Merv Buffett (Dave 
South is handling this until Men' returns 
in mid-June) — a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
ou will find; 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasant small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 


PITCAIRN AND 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Comer 







Electronics Australia , the country's 
largest-selling electronics and 
High Fidelity magazine, says — 

"FROM A CAT'S PURR TO A CLASH OF CYMBALS!" 




Entirely New Realm of Stereo Cassette Deck 
with Sony's New Ferri-chrome Tape , Dolby * NR system 
and Ferrite & Ferrite Head 
— Quality Sound, True Versatility — 


The new Sony TC-137SD comes with a host of attractive refine¬ 
ments to satisfy the most demanding listeners. The first feature 
is Sony's newly developed Ferri-chrome cassette tape utilization, 
adopting advantages pf both conventional high quality cassette 
tape and the chromium dioxide cassette tape. Thsnks to the Ferri- 
chrome tape, extended wide dynamic range with rich bass and 
treble tone and excellent frequency response can now be yours. 
Other desirables are Dolby* NR system and Sony's precisely engi¬ 
neered Ferrite & Ferrite head. Due to the Dolby NR system tape 
hiss is cut to point where it is imperceptible. Ferrite 8t Ferrite head 


assures wear-proof tape-to-head contact. Other advantages in¬ 
clude: limiter circuit for peak level suppression 8nd peak level 
indicator for wide range recording; complete auto stop at the end 
of the tape; greatly reduced wow and flutter of 0,07%. You can 
mix microphone and line sources at will with the large separate 
volume controls. All this is presented as the result of Sony's 
accumulated experience in audio equipment engineering and 
production. The TC-137SD delivers stereo high fidelity that com¬ 
pares with many, open-reel recorders. Hear it soon. You'll be glad 
you did. 

*The word Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories, Inc. 


Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty,valid everywhere 
rs 


© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News 



1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Thqatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY f .*£ 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, teldgritas 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK.BAR 



POINT HUNTER 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 
J-..’ 'EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete hofida^#lni~mart — 

★ Norfolk Island 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING^? T^AW^E^ - 

npCKl 7 n*VQ _ 7 Of) om +n 0 nR| (Except Sundays, wfen wjget.lazy and are open 

UrLls f UAlO i #0U atn TO i P»1 only from 9 am to f sorry abojit tljfu....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Islaw bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries■apd -heat-n-sfeNc'items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... battWes... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine 'cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies.. .games...artists’ requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh f&its and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost >nything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 


flint] 



EVERY DAY 

on Norfolk 

BARRF.TTS IN’TERN’ATIOKAL 
invites vou to come savour 
SCOTTISH and English pull¬ 
overs. cardigans and knit 
shirts for men and women (G 
Moore, Da! Ian tyre, McGeors 
Peter Scott, Prir.nl- • > r, ‘ 
abou ' ,inland prices. 


DAKS suits, trousers, blaz¬ 
ers, for men deserving the 
i-ery best. 

HI- FI/C A MER A S/YVA TCH ES 






l-stian 


O') CLuxtfLAJ 


at barretts 


A S Y TO START YOUR SHOPPING AT BARRETTS INTERNATIONAL ... THE FIRST LARGE 
TORE ON THE RIGHT AS YOU ENTER BURNT PINE COMING FROM THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
IOTEL, THE NORFOLK HOTEL. FLETCHER CHRISTIAN FLATS. THE PARADISE HOTEL. 
40KUTU, TROPIOl'E FLATS. PANORAMA COURT, TH,E ^S^A.Np,E,R ,LODG E & OTHERS.... 







ES-2000 Two-chanrid 


System Stereo 

Pioneer’s ES-2000 puts it all together: everything you need for a 
compact home stereo system—a receiver, a turntable end a pair of 
speakfr systems. The perfect team for home entertainment: easy 
operation combined with superb performance, each component 
made for each other. And with the ES-2000’s all-separate design, 
you can lay it out to fit any interior. 

Functionally versatile receiver is the heart of the ES-2000. Guasi- 
complementary SEPP power amplifier delivers 34 watts of solid 
music power (IHF, 8fl). FM-signal-to-noise ratio is 70dB, FM tun¬ 
ing sensitivity 2.5pV (IRE). The tuning dial is equally calibrated 
and complemented tyy a isignal-strength tuning metar for precise 
tuning. You also get the pleasant bonus of MIC mixing—simply 
plug In a microphone, and sing along with your favorites, into 
quedfephonic-type ‘surround sound'? Go add a pair of speaker 
systems. Enjoy simulated RM four-channel at the MTX-1 position, 
simulated SQ at MTX-2. Through the system's speaker matrix con¬ 
nections, you can also quadralizV conventional stereo sources. 
Precision-engineered turntable of the belt-drive type features auto 
' auto cut for effortless handling. Test-proven four-pole 
^motor rotates the 12-inch die-cast aluminum platter 
Sothly. The accurate-tracking, sensitive S-shapad tone- 
Vplug-in type headshell. There are also a moving-rf.agnet 
Jjridge for high fidelity disc reproduction and a djreel- 
fflounterweight for ea» stylus pressurafecJVustment. 
Dyn#mll|sM*torrfyMan« sj^ajl|.etei«g»d for tie BS^OCOare'. 
••finely honeo^AlWCT»,'%dPnri£sofc the -hwQ^i^j'.two- , 

speaker typeT'RcfrfefciTK a 6-5716-mdtTOoofer for Sond loy\p 
and a uniquely des i- ~d 3^8-inch cone tweeter for pristine highs.' 
All precisely r>- .mbled in efficient ^bass-reflex' type enclosures 
with- «J*ser.. . mished rosewood cabinets that will match any 
deepf; 



Four-Channel System 

The Prelude-4000A brings ail the excitement of concert hall music 
into your living room with stunning realism. Everything you need 
for four-channel is here—in a package that can't be beat for per¬ 
formance or style. Beautifully designed, the Prelude-40Q0A is sure 
to add drama to the decor of any listening room. . " / 

Value-packed receiver forms the '^control Center" of the Pteiude- / 
4000A, packing a full 38 watts (IHF, 8n) of music power,;Chopse 
from any of the four-channel sources (RM, SQ, discrete), oc(uti- 
lize conventional stereo sources for either conventional stereo or 
simulated four-channel listening. AM/FM? The tuner section of the 
receiver is easy to operate, includes a signal-strength meter for pre¬ 
cise tuning and offers both high sensitivity and excellent signal-to- 
noise ratio. You also have the bonus of MIC mixing—simply plug 
in a microphone, and sing with the stars. 

Easy-operation turntable features auto return and auto cut for vir¬ 
tually effortless record handling. The 12-inch aluminum alloy die- 
cast platter is belt-driveri', quiet and smooth, with wow and flutter 
less than 0.15%. A moving-magnet type cartridge with a diamond 
stylus is mounted on an accurate-tracking and S-shaped toRearm to 
ensure true-to-life reproduction fidelity. 

Living-presence speaker systems deliver breathtaking "surround 
sound." In rosewood-finish cabinets, you can lay them out any¬ 
where in the listening room. The front speaker systems (2-way, 
2-speaker) end the rear speaker systems (full-range) are a cinch to 
please the listener with stunning sound all around. 

BIUTIK 

tid PIONEER* 











Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority N.l. Need 

Peaceful, unspoilt, restful to the 
eye, remote, historic — Norfolk is 
all those things, for visitors and for 
those who live here. 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
aospitals, it depends on grants and 
iubsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
/our visit should make you wish there 
vete something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
■nay be forwarded to the News at P. O. 
3ox 285. 


Rotors Welcome at 
.1. Church Services 


JTHOLIC : 

vlass when Father Des Scanlon is on 
he Island, every day at 5.30 p.m. 
Additional masses on Sunday at 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GP':,, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman, 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It Is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted, 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell pn 
earth for most people living herp. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was dons - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA. AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.l. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gid ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bop Jed and free settlers should be 
nyived to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Islam}. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's timf. 
Tht marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in ' ‘ 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Coltn.Berriman. 


METHOD IST: 

Sunday 3^ col 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Fsstor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School, at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service ar 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



Many "Bounty" Naaes in 

While you're on Norfolk Island you 
4re pj-qbably more dependent oh the 
sea t%n you or your family' have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
thing* that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made bn the island or brought by 
ocean Vessels. 

And' Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour, 

. Your ; holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston . 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use'. • Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip-" 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait .-- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about }4 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, poof Quintal, Matthew 


Crews that Work the Ships 

Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adarns, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatciiman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship* 

The 26 or so lighterage men in-' 
elude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosum Graham and Carl Schmitz 
"working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Qulla Graham', Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, ,Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Crube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wtlf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is patd on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts — all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo Inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the Island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


lighterage system may seem primitive. 
The men who work it almost all have 
other ''normal'' jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship readies the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pietside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot, The "discipline” and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful’and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years'. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THF SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 

times ge to knocked about, but when _ 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
• at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear include.s fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you’re fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which Is dented, 
remember how it got here. 




Norfolk 


This page will mainly be devoted 
to making the most of what we have 
on the island and occasionally 
whetting our appetites for what we 
haven’t. It will contain farming 
and garden information written by 
experts on the island and elsewhere. 

It will stress ecology in all possible 
ways. It will give hints for dealing 
with housekeeping problems that are 
peculiar to Norfolk (and there are 
quite a few of them). It will have 
recipes that are geared to what is 
available on the island, with inter¬ 
views with women who live here. 

It will have book and record reviews 
of those available, on the island. 

Prom time to time there will be 
articles on comparative shopping and, 
only occasionally , a confplaint or 
two. 


NORFOLK ISLAND LEMON PIE 
'X Norfolk recipe and some 
Norfolk reminiscences from 
Helen McCoy. 


The Norfolk Island women are 
gated cooks and have inherited the 
'know how’ of selecting their mater¬ 
ials, the patience in the preparation, 
and the skill in the cooking to produce 
Hie delectable and nourishing dishes 
that breed such a sturdy race. Some 
of that which is inherited is passed 
on‘from mother to daughter over the 
. e$rs, From where would the recipes 
and; judgment have come otherwise? 

The cooking styles for the Island 
foods like kumera, taro, cocoanut 
and banana are obviously Polynesian 
in ..origin and Anglicised on Norfolk 
h/'jthe substitution of cow milk for 
cocoa mu milk in some recipes. 

yhe recipe for the lemon pie 
evaded me until I obtained it from 
an^Island friend who is a good cook 
anitl watched her making a pie and 
thdjfcare and method taken in 
arriving at, the right consistency for 
ba-i ling, it has been suggested that 
thfl -origin of these open pies could be 
fro n the Americans who came through 
No folk in the early whaling days. 

So le of the wives who travelled with 
th< r husbands stayed ashore here 
wh le the ships were loading wood and 
wa er and whaling in these waters. 

Th y would have swapped cooking 
ret miques with the Norfolk women. 

A i leringue covered pie brings mem- 
ori s from rhe silent movies’ slap- 
s* i< < comedy and Buster Keaton. 

! v research has now reached an 
uid| I found the recipe in a collect¬ 



ion "The Art of Cuisine" translated 
from the French collection of Toulouse 
Lautrec and Maurice Joy ant. 

From those exalted heights pud com¬ 
pany come back to Norfolk and ! will 
rell you my way of making a lemon 
pie using a Norfolk island bush lemon 
and a heavy enamel pie plate. I 
make a short pastry using a ozs. flour, 
li oz. dripping, dash of salt and a 
teaspoon of baking powder - mixing 
with a fork or a knife to a paste with 
water. Roll out thinly and line pie 
plate - make certain the pastry is 
well moulded into rhe plate and up 
the sides and over the lip. 

Break three good sized eggs into 
basin, add nearly a small cup of 
sugar and beat with a whisk or fork 
NOT an egg beater. Grate in peel 
of lemon which has been washed and 
any scale removed, squeeze juice 
and add, still beating with fork until 
blended. Melt gently a tablespoon 
of butter and add, blending in. 

Have oven heated to 400 . Pbur mix¬ 
ture inro pastry lined plate and put in 
top of oven. Look at it after about 
ten minutes - then move down a 
couple of shelves and finish tiy just 
set. LdVer gas to 375° or 350 if 
judged necessary at this stage. If 
cooking in a wood stove use your 
judgment about the cooking time 
unless you have a temperature gauge. 


Horse Owners Should 
Drench for Bots Now 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This informative 
article from fohn Ryves was plan- 
for the "Norfolk Living” page but 
the page layout was one of the ca¬ 
sualties of the trial issue. The ar¬ 
ticle starts here, is completed on 
a later page.) 

The bot fly is brown and hairy, nor 
unlike a bee - two kinds are common, 
Gastrophilus intesrinalis and Gastro- / 
philus veterinus. it usually lays its 
eggs, which are yellow in colour, on 
rhe hairs around the fetlocks and over 
the shoulder region, where they can 
easily be seen. 

These eggs hatch in about 10 days and 
the larvae findjheir way to the mouth 
of the horse by being rubbed or licked. 
They wander about the cheeks and 
tongue and after a varying period, 
perhaps a month, find their way to the 
stomach where they attach themselves 
CONTINUFD ON BUSINESS PAGE 


LIVING 


"ESCAPE FROM THE SHADOWS" 

by Robin Maugham 

Reviewed by Dr. Henry Smith. 

"No matter what sort he is, every¬ 
one who has to his credit what are or 
seem great achievements, if he cares 
for truth and goodness, ought to write 
the story of his own life In his own 
hand; but no-one should venture on 
such a splended undertaking before 
he is over forty." 

When Cellini wrote this at the 
beginning of his autobiography, he 
lived in an age when a man was 
middle-aged at thirty, old at forty 
and when very few reached fifty; 
that is, if they knew their age at 
all. So when Robin Maugham wrote 
"Escape from the Shadow's” at fifty 
five nobody can accuse him i 
prematurely rushing into print. \ 



HENRY SMITH 


The "shadows" referred to in the 
title are threefold - two .of people, 
and one of personality. All his 
life until their deaths Maugham was 
overshadowed by a famous father 
and an even more famous uncle. 

His father, a brilliant barrister, 
became Lord Chancellor in the pre¬ 
war Chamberlain government, and 
upon resigning at the outbreak of 
war was created a Viscount. His 
uncle, Somerset Maugham, arguably 
the greatest short-story writer of the 
twentieth century, only died in his 
nineties in 1967. The third shadow 
was that of his own homosexuality 
and all the attendent bitterness and 
distress it caused hfm. 

This book (brought out by Plodder 
and Stoughton in 1972 at $9.10 and 
recently bought by the Library) is 
one that remains in the mind long 
after the ephemeral thrillers and 
westerns have flittered to oblivion. 













Social,school &club news 


In the following issues of The Norfolk 
Island News this page will strive to 
keep you up to date with local social 
events, school news and club activ¬ 
ities here oh Norfolk Island. But 
before we do - here's a list of Social 
and sporting Clubs currently active 
and whom to contact should you wish 
to join them. You might think all this 
is slightly unnecessary on a place like 
this where everybody is reputed to 
know everybody else, but this isn't 
quite true as any housewife coming to 
live here fresh from the mainland 
suburbia can tell you -- loneliness is 
very possible here and although it may 
not reach the neurotic proportions 
experienced in large cities, much can 
be done here to prevent it before it 
begins and produces that apathy which 
results in the sufferer doing nothing 
about it. Similarly, if you have 
already lived here a while and formed 
rewarding friendships and these people 
must leave or are transferred away, 
their going can leave quite a gap in 
your life which joining one of these 
organisations can possibly fill. 

There seems to be one for just about 
al| tastes and interests for both sexes 
an|l all age groups. 

ifere they are; 

Ladies first. 


MEN ONLY ; : 

THE CHESS CLUB : 

This is a fairly informal group and 
all you need to join is an interest in 
chess - playing at tournament level, 
matches are played in the homes of 
members. Duncan McIntyre can be 
contacted on 2123 if you wish to 
join. 

THE CRICKET CLUB: 

A Seasonal organisation, member¬ 
ship may be obtained by contacting 
Dr. Henry Smith at the Hospital. 


NORFOLK ISLAND BRANCH OF 
ROTARY meet once a week, and 
THE LIONS CLUB meet once a fort¬ 
night. These are both membership 
by nomination only clubs, but any- 
visiting Lions or Rotarians should they 
wish to contact them, can ring Gary 
Robertson on 2024 for Rotary enquiries 
or Jack Clapp on 2004 for Lions enq¬ 
uiries. 


FOR BOTH SEXES: 


SPORTING CLUBS 


l ife WIVES AND MOTHERS CLUB . 

This one is open to all married women 
livjpg here permanently or otherwise. 
Thtjjlr aims are fund-raising activities 
to build a hew Play-Centre here - 
whi^h is sorely needed - and to provide 
a relaxing social outlet for married 
w oijgen. They meet once a month 
eve» 2nd Thursday night at 8.00 p. m. 
in t$p Leagues Club rooms. Member¬ 
ship^ $2.00 per year and may be ob¬ 
tained by contacting Dy-ann 
Fitsamrick on 2026. 

THI COUNTRY WOMENS ASSOCIATION 
is a branch of the Australian one, and 
is o en to any woman living here, 
mei |bership is and may be obtained by 
con icting Marion Underwood C/- the 
Post Office, Norfolk Island. 

Y Offr CLASSES ; 

e are held each Monday evening at 
chool and are conducted by June 
s, the fee is 40c per session. 

: OLK ISLAND DISCUSSION GROUP 
s and discusses a set of prescribed 
res chosen by them, the current 
s being on Greek Philosophy. All 
tries to Chloe Gray on 2033. Mem- 
ip is variable, according to the 
h of the lecture, but is usually 
t'$4j 00 per course. 



THE GOLF CLUB 

Membership is by nomination also, 
although non-members may attend their 
social functions, enquiries to Mrs. Joan 
Kenny, Secretary C/- The Golf Club, 
N.I., or on 2386. 


THE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
meets every Tuesday evening at 
6.45 p. m. in the Rawson Hall. 
Membership is $5.00 for adults, and 
$2.50 for school age children. 

Anyone wishing to join can just go 
along on Tuesday evenings and join in. 


NORFOLK ISLAND SQUASH CLUB ' 
Plays socially on Monday evenings at 
7.30 p. m. and competition games are 
played on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings, membership is $7.00 per 
year for new members, plus $3.60 
competition fees. Contact Wendy 
McGuinness at Box 146 should you wish 
to join. 


CHERYL TENNIS CLUB 
Also seasonal, membership may be 
obtained during the season by contact¬ 
ing Rick Quintal on 2100. 


THE LEAGUES CLUB 
Provides entertainment and social facil¬ 
ities for Rugby League Footballers and 
supporters, the Committee meets once a 
month, all other members have only to 


attend social functions and pay their dues 
which are $3.00 entrance fee for women 
and $5.00 for men, with annual subs 
at $2.00. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND ARTS ^COUNCIL 
Is a branch of the Australian Am 


Council, its function on Norfolk is to 
arrange entertainments both from local 
and overseas artists, in the form of 
concerts, plays, revues, recitals etc. 
They are also In the process of form¬ 
ing an arts and crafts section. Annual 
membership is $2.00 and can be obtain¬ 
ed on application to Mrs. Beryl Lackey, 


Box 223 N.I. Post Office. Members 


also have a 50c reduction on ticket 


prices to any Arts Council enterprise. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND BRANCH OF 
THE RED CROSS meets the 4th Thursday 
of each month at the Hospital. Enqui¬ 
ries to Mrs. P. Sanders on 2350. 

Maureen Cooper Marries 
Alan Tavener at Chapel 

About 50 well-wishers in the form of 
school children and their parents stood 
outside the Mission Chapel last Satur¬ 
day afternoon when local school 
teacher Maureen Cooper married Alan 
Tavener at 4.00pm. 

Maureen, who was attended by 
Elinor Critchlow from Belmore, 

Sydney, wore a long white crepe . 
princess line dress, with a crocheted , 
jacket, and a half-circle of white 
flowers in her long hair. She carried 
a bouquet of frangipanni flowers. 

Mrs. Critchlow, her Matron of Honour, 
wore a yellow gown with a matching 
waist length cape - she carried match¬ 
ing yellow flowers. 

The groom wore a cream suit with 
a matching shirt and tie. 

The Rev. Colin Berriman officiated 
at the service. 

Following the marriage, about 80 
guests attended the reception which 
was held at the home of Hanilsh and 
Mira Martin in Selwyn Pine Road. 

Among the guests were the bride's 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Cooper also 
from Belmore, and friends Jan and 
Dave Dundas from Earlwood, Sydney. 

Social, School and Club news will 
be covered for the News by Wendy 
McGuinness, who compiled the val¬ 
uable club listings on this page. If 
we have mis-typed names or phone 
numbers we would appreciate re¬ 
ceiving corrections. 



Business &Commerce 


World economic out¬ 
look still uncertain 

Governments, industry associations 



No. 22, 15/5/75; 

New Ordinances; 1 of 75, Spear Guns 
Control, offense to give false or mis- ’ 
leading information but no require¬ 
ment to give more than name and 
address; 2 of 75, Pharmacy, N. Z. 
pharmacists able to register here. 
Positions Open; Asst. Postal Ofcr, 
$3778; Handyman, $4318; Asst. 

Customs Clerk, temporary from 
22/5/75 for about 7 months, at a 
rate of $5174. 

Holder Christian appointed full-time 
Asst. Customs Clerk. 

Liquor Licensing Board 1975 sitting 
will be on 3/6/75. Intending renew¬ 
al applicants: E. Yager, Valley 
View; K. Prentice, Castaway; C. 

Pedel, RSL Club; V. Alston, Emble¬ 
ments Ltd.,; D. Adams, C & M Ltd.,{ 
H.A. Payne, Mokutu;'R. Farrell, 
Bounty; L. Semple, Travelodge; R. 
Cavill, Garrison; K. Bowell, White 
Heron; J. Carr, Branca House; F. 
Menghetti, Leagues Club; F. Freed¬ 
man, Bowling Club, 

Notifications of Final Meetings of 
Wound-up Compmies (all Limited) : 
Sussex Holdings, Sussex, Nordlaw, 
Paddington Imre**—Pabco, 
Meadows Kieta, i.crbros 

Investments, Dundas, Ebden, Fleet, 
Heliz, Focrid, C.A. Hammond &Co., 
Trochas Credits, Bounty Lodge Hold¬ 
ings. ___ -- 

Copies of complete Gazette on 
request at Kingston. _ 


(Continued from "Living" page) 

to the stomach lining. The bot larvae 
live only in horses. They remain in 
the stomach for about ten months to a 
year, and then pass through the 
intestines to the outside in the dung. 
After several weeks of further develop¬ 
ment on the ground, they hatch into 
flies all ready to make a pest of them¬ 
selves again. 

The bot upsets the horse considerably, 
and may cause it to gallop about in 
attempts to get away. As the laying of 
the eggs does not actually hurt, there 
would seem to be an instinctive know¬ 
ledge of the harm the larvae can do 
once they gain entrance to the body. 

While attached to the stomach wall 
the larvae produ a <i .,,-like thicken¬ 
ing in the lining.. Large numbers may 
accumulate and cause irritation and even 
perforation of the bowel. The effects 
produced include loss of condition, in 
rare cases they may lead to digestive 
disturbances, attacks of colic and less 
vitality. 

Some people attach little signific¬ 
ance to the bot, while others go to 
great lengths to protect and treat their 
horses. 

One species (Gastrophilus veterinus) 
starts egg laying in early January, while 
the other (Gastrophilus intestinalis) 
lays Its eggs chiefly in March and April. 
Prevention : It is best to clip or take the 
eggs off with a safety razor or bot knife 


(Lyddy's make a very good knife for 
this purpose.) Bot fly repellant dress¬ 
ings are sometimes used, but are not 
very effective. 

Treatment : Treatment should be 
carried out as soon as possible after 
infestation has occurred - horses should 
be drenched about the end of April or 
May. We have found Neguvon most 
effective, as it not only kills the bot 
larvae, but also kills the large round- 
worm (Ascaris) and some of the other 
worms (Strongyle) that infest the horse. 


Gastrophilus Intestinalis - is a large fly, 
yel lowish-brown in colour. The wings 
are cloudly and marked by a transverse, 
smoky-brown band. This species dep¬ 
osits its eggs on almost any portion of 
the body, but particularly on the fore-- 
legs, mane, shoulder and flank. The 
eggs are bright yellow, and the unatt¬ 
ached end is broad and flattened. The 
eggs hatch out normally in about ten 
days if sufficient moisture is present. 
Moisture and friction is usually supp¬ 
lied by the horse biting the part. The 
immature bots push off the egg cap 
' and stick to the horse's Ups. They 
penetrate the covering of the lips and 
tongue and burrow there for about a 
month before passing to the stomach. 
Here they attach themselves to the 
stomach lining, usually on the left 
hand side, where they remain for 
about ten months. They pass out in 
the dung, and pupate within two days. 
This pupal period varies - an average 
of five weeks, after which the adult 
emerges and lives for about seven 
days. During this time the female 
deposits the eggs, thus completing 
the life cycle. 

Gastrophilus Veterinus: is the other 
species - it is a somewhat smaller fly. 
The thorax is a russet brown colour 
and densely covered with hair. The 
eggs are deposited on the horse 
chiefly between the branches of the 
lower jaw and are paler In colour and 
smaller in size than those of Gastro¬ 
philus intestinalis, while the unatt¬ 
ached end is rounded - furthermore, 
they are attached halfway along the 
hair and may be hidden by surround¬ 
ing hairs. Its life cycle varies in 
the following respects - moisture and 
friction are not necessary to hatch 
the eggs of this species. On hatch¬ 
ing, the larvae crawl into the mouth 
or bore through the skin and burrow 
into and through the tissues of the 
mouth, where they stay for three or 
four weeks in pockets between the 
.molar teeth, and here they moult 
and later pass down to the stomach. 

Here they usually attach themselves 
to the outlet Into the intestines 
(pylorus.) JOHN RYVES 




ccc SHIPPING 'NEWS 




FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

due depart Auckland 26th May 
due arrive Norfolk 28th May 

due depart Sydney 27th June 
due arrive Norfolk 1st July 
due depart Norfolk 3rd July 
due arrive Auckland 5th July 

due depart Sydney 25th July 
due arrive Norfolk 2bth July 


N.Z. Frozen Food Rate 
Now Only $10 Cheaper 

The frozen foods rate from Auck¬ 
land inreased slightly with Voyage 60. 

Our friendly competitors said they 
would drop the rate to equal the Syd- 
ney-to-Norfolk rate of $71.80 per au- 
bic meter or tonne, and we accepted 
that price for Voyage 49. It turned out 
that the British line actually cut the 
rate to only $74.72 - $10 below the 
ruling rate in February - so that's 
where the Auckland rate has now 
settled. Still very good buying In 
these days of almost hourly cost In¬ 
creases. i,- 

We hope that shippers enjoyed the 
short-lived $71.80 rate, one of those 
surprise bonus things that happen. 

At the moment we are negotiating 
for a special rate for livestock from 
Australia to Norfolk. This follows x 
well-documented presentation made 
recently by island graziers, pointing 
out what have to be regarded as ano- 
molies in the rate schedule for bulls 
and stallions. 

It's more complicated than our 
clientele may realise to organise any 
alterations in shipping rates, but we 
are having a real go at this one, apd 
hope we may be able to report some 
good news before long. 

With the accompanying schedule 
for the Port de France, you'll note, 
we have instituted the word "due" 
along with the voyage planned 
dates. Despite the most skillful 
crews and the best equipment, the 
dates for any voyage are always ap 
expression of intent, and subject Hr 
the whims of the sea and the prob¬ 
lems of men. When we express an in¬ 
tended date, however, we and our 
crews are dead serious about meeting 
it if humanly possible. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 61 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 ! 





SPORTS 


Every week we will be covering and 
featuring a round-up of what's happen¬ 
ing In the, World of Sport, whether it 
be a particular article on a major 
sporting event or a series of short news 
articles covering a selection of sport¬ 
ing activities and events both at home 
and overseas as well as giving you a 
round up of the latest developments 
ovet the week on Norfolk island. 

Local sporting results, so long as 
they are in the hands of the news by 
10am Sunday, will be considered for 
the nextday's paper. 

My Intention is to be a sort of rov¬ 
ing reporter as far as local activities 
are concerned. All sporting activit¬ 
ies, indoors and outdoors, will come 
into the limelight, from my amateur 
viewpoint on a David Frost/Alan 
Whicker basis. 

So that's it - simple - a feature of 
some international sport - a look at 


ELEVEN TRIES AT KINGS! 
Blues Try by Jap Men- 
ghetti on Full Time 
Wins the Game — 

Blues 26 - Greens 25! 

HALF-TIME SCORE 18/7 TO GREENS 

A beautiful afternoon was topped 
off by exciting but scrappy football 
before a large crowd at the Kingston 
Oval yesterday afternoon. Culla 
Graham led Longridge onto the field 
against Les Bourke’s United team. 

A feast of eleven tries was witness¬ 
ed by the excited crowd in the first 
real clash of the season. 

Due to the excitement of both play¬ 
ers and spectators 1 might add play 
was generally very loose with bad 


OVAL IN EXCITING GAME 

handling lapses by both teams. 

The half-time score was 18/7 to 
Greens who looked set for a good 
win. After the turn-around however 
the Blues, who were obviously miss¬ 
ing the old fox Sid Cooper, came to 
light with a vengeance scoring 5 tries 
to Greens 1 which put them right 
back into the game. Right on full¬ 
time the Greens were hanging on to 
their slender lead 25/23 when Jap 
Menghetti raced in for his 2nd try of 
the inarch which put the result beyond 
doubt. 

Final score again 26/25 to Blues. 

How they totalled up: 

Greens - 5 tries- 3 conversions 

1 goal - l penalty - 25 
Blues - 6 tries- 3 conversions 

1 penalty - 26 



ROGER NEWMAN covers sports for the 
flews. In this trial issue the range of 
coverage is bob-tailed: at 5.1.5pm on 
Sunday (yesterday, the 18th) he was 
in a small fishing boat that had sud¬ 
denly lost reverse gear approaching 
Cascade Pier, with a bit of a swell 
running. Anyone who knows Cascade 
knows there are bener situations to 
be in, with darkness approaching. 

The photo, at the News office last 
night, shows Roger handling the day's 
football story — back front Cascade, 
a quick look-in and beer at the. RSI, 
and a little the worse for wear after 
a Sunday of surprises and hard work. 

Yes, he made the dinner party, 
without being too late/ 

More sport next week. 


some local sport - local sporting 
results. 


SATURDAY 

N.Z. 
T.A.B. 
TURNOVER 
Si,665,266 


S0-SL0W AL! MQHG-HUM 
THUMPS EX-CON IN 11th 

A lethargic Mohammed All awoke 
with a non-stop barrage of punches 
’in the 11th round and stopped RON 
LYLE to retain his heavyweight crown 
in Las Vegas on Friday night. 

RON LYLE, 33 year old ex-convict, 
was battered by Ali at will in a merci¬ 
less barrage of about 35 headshots 
before referee, Fred Fernandez, stopp¬ 
ed the fight in Ali's 14th title fight. 


‘dars Norfolk! ’ 


shaggy dog story 

strange stories are told on the jetty. 
Some even prove to be true, though 
' there are probably some exaggerations 
in the one about the man shipping a 
large dog from Australia. 

He chedked with TAA and Qantas 
(they said' on the jetty) to make sure 
what size crate was acceptable for the 
flight. He had a steel crate made, 
thatlize. Found out later from Qantas 
v thatjDC-4 crates had to be smaller. 

Had the steel crate sawed off and 
welched up shorter. Travelled to 
Sydney with the dog in baggage, and 
climbed onto DC-4. Arrived at 
Norfolk — no dog aboard. Phoned 
’ Sydney. Endless confusion. Finally 
had the dog shipped by sea. 

. Dqfe howled firsr night aboard, so 
? mes|-steward took him some meat to 
r'quiej( him, and opened the crate door 
' just V t-i-n-y bit to hand in the meat, 
and Swoosh. Out went the dog. Dog 
became crew’s mascot for voyage, and 
didn': go back into crate until King- 

Ow let bad made extreme precaut¬ 
ions*^ iMt quarantine, and first launch 
to sh p had quarantine officer, who was 
giver alftthe right papers for dog. 

Late! w|en lighterage officer was 
aske< if tje had papers for the dog, lie 
said 10 , not knowing quarantine 
officer hac already collected them by 
special arrangement. 

When N,I. Administrator heard this 
)• (they ; said;on the jetty) he said "Shoot 
that dog.” (Actually he claims he 
said no Stich thing, but on the jetty 
events are painted bright and large.) 

By that ^ime the dog was gone. His 
ownej had-collected him immediate¬ 
ly, ajid all that was left behind was a 
■- a Wooden one marked 
even though the dog is most 
definitely ainale. What happened 
elegant steel one, no one ever 

isn't it nice 

! it that you always seem to be 
len .someone comes around and 
a lovely trumpeter on your 
In table or a home-grown beftd 
f leqtice? A friend who had a bad 
ral months ago said almost 
vjuay there was something left on 
sti table but she never knew 
■s from. On Norfolk it could 
: evervone. 



"Dar's Norfolk" will include a rag-bag of things — reminiscences, an occasional 
drawing, yarns. The launching of the whaler Charles W. Morgan at New Bed¬ 
ford isn’t a Norfolk scene -- but George I’, Christian of Norfolk (born on Pitcairn) 
sailed on her, she often called at Norfolk, and the launching celebration, with 
flags fluttering, seemed a happy note for the launching of the -Norfolk Island News. 
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LAND OWNERSHIP RECORDS 
WILL CHANGE BY EARLY'76 

THE SYSTEM OF LAND TITLE records 
on the island will almost certainly be 
changed, late this year or early next. 

Scarcely anything in Norfolk tradition 
is closer to people's hearts than family 
ownership of land that has come down . 
through the generations from the origi¬ 
nal Pitcairn settlers. 

A guaranteed title system, regarded as 
a far better means of registering the true 
owners of land, will probably replace 
the existing records system. 

In an interview with former Legal 
Adviser John Newton, inside this issue, 
plans for bringing in the new system 
are discussed. 



Attain: "Let it rain.." 


Re-roofing of the Admin Building at 
Kingston is now. complete, and a 
topping-out flag is flying from the 
building. 

The scaffolding will remain for some 
weeks, until treatment and painting can 
be finished. 

It isn't yet certain whether new 
windows and joinery will be installed in' 
the building at the same time, but if 
this can be done it would save having to 
circle the building twice with the 
scaffolding. 

Some spots of paint peeling on All 
Saints’ Church have presented a problem 
to the Kingston Restoration‘progress. It 
is hoped to find the cause and the cure 
before proceeding with the Admin 
Building. 



MAC ADAMS 


Three Get Approval for 
a Voyage to Pitcairn 

Mac Adams, Kik Quintal and Kik’s 
daughter Karen have received perm¬ 
ission from the Pitcairn Island Council 
to visit Pitcairn late this year or early 
next year. 

The invitation to visit Pitcairn is the 
result of over a year of planning, 
correspondence and discussion. 

Kik and Karen are not certain whether 
they will be able to go. Mae’s ability 
to make-the trip will depend on being 
able to match up. his recreation leave 
frorti the Department of Transport and 
the timing of ships intending to $all at 
Pitcairn — but he says he is determined 
to make the voyage if It can be done. 

Purvis Youn& Chief Magistrate of 
Fitcairh, was hoping to return to Norfolk 
at Christinas time this year, but write? 
that he will postpone his visit until 
after Mac (and hopefully Kik and Karen) 
have made their pilgramage to Pitcairn. 

If things work out as he hopes, Mac 
has agreed to cover the voyage and the 
words-and-photos story of Pitcairn In 
1976 for the "News”. 

Getting to Pitcairn is fa?'more comp¬ 
licated than many Norfolk residents 
assume, even though they may be 
descended from the original families. 

For the interest of others on Norfolk 
who have thought of visiting Pitcairn 
one day, the "News" will shortly 
carry a full account of the planning, 
the writing, the official forms and 
letters and other complexities that 
have brought Mac, Kik and Karen this 
far in their efforts to get there. 


TV FOR NORFOLK IN '76? 
-NEW CLUB COULD DO IT 

In the preliminary meeting of the 
Hobbies and Electronics Club held on 
Monday 19th May attended by 17 • 
people under fifteen, Marty Griffin 
explained to a fascinated audience of 
25 how Norfolk could have its first 
television studio in 12 months time. ; 
During his introductory remarks, he - 
stressed that the enthusiasm and effort 
of the members would dictate the 
success of the project. The club should 
be self-supporting with an adult mem¬ 
bership fee of $5 and a school attender's 
fee of $2.50. 

The first step would be to introduce 
members to elementary electronics 
and possibly mechanics, while the 
electronics club was being built. The 
second stage would be the addition of 
a workshop to club premises and the 
final stage-would be the construction 
of the T. V. studio. 

Members would construct their own 
clubhouse, and one of their prime 
objectives would be the Construction 
and formatioh of all the sound equip¬ 
ment for Scottie Nagle's "Son of 
Lumiere" production in January 1976. 

. MUCH ASSISTANCE 

Offers of support had been received 
from some members of the Norfolk 
Island Leagues Club and assistance, 
either technical or administrative, 
had been offered by Bob Davison, 

Freddie Jowett, Phil Bartel, John Brooks- 
Bank, Kirstie Jenkins, Bill Hart, John 
Melaney, John Pearson, Dick Crosby 
And Ricky Quintal. Ricky Quintal also 
generously offered a piece of land for 
the construction of the headquarters of 
the Hobbies and Electronics Club, 
which would be at the club’s disposal. 

In response to Marty's request for a 
working committee, Ricky Robertson, 
Robert Adams, Micky Sanders, David 
Evans, Lance Westlake and Russell 
Kilbourne were appointed. 

' By Wednesday evening 31 applicat¬ 
ions had been received for Membership 
of which 22 were from school attenders. 
Marty was pleased with this response 
and the inaugural meeting of the club 
will be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 
28th May at.the OTC receiving station. 

After three weeks an assessment of 
interest and enthusiasm will be made to 
decide if the first stage in the construct¬ 
ion programme will go ahead. 
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“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 




MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



■iounty Pay Plans Announced; Organisers Hope 
the Landing Re-Enactment will be "The Most 

Authentic Slhce the Centenary in 1956" 

* * % .. , 

Gavin.Snell, John Ad amS, tt Tony-'Nbbbs, 
Darren.Xobbs, Jenny Grube, Denise 
Bonqiface and Michelle McCoy. 

THpapoinmkree In charge of planning 
and arranging the landing Inclines BfUy, ( 
Quintal, Alex Nobbs, Albert Buffett and 
- Peter.Evans;.. Jf anyone chosen to be 


Tht: Anniversary Day commemoration 
n*Jum 9th this year y ill include the 
u-v aailieitilc re-eitactinemb^-tlt^ 
aimers' landing since tire Centenary■ - 

will include two mutual 
laying of wreaths ob their 


- tli 


r;' grave's bv the laoding.is miable-to take 

- '**• - part, they aft asked'ty let one of the 

Committee ltnow^xi; • 

The Cemetery ceiemonies Will be under 
the guidance of A$cra/Martin 1 , \GIrlle 
Xobbs, Hov NVbiS anif'Eadie Christian. 

Faye Batailk, Amte Snell arid Patricia 
Magri are In charge of the "period 
costumes" aspect of The day. In add- 


hcairn families; and the 
situation of a lijlsforic rock to the 
>p!.^of Norfolk, By Air New Zealand. 

. ieytid t» rake poles of honour In rite 
t-Ji)-lft*y ears landing re-enactment 
;!k ft'.'oti ing- 

. a: stoater. Mr, Crfcn Ciiri<»'aiij In *h< 
ssard Buffett, Da ye 11 


army Christian, Culla Graham, ‘'ion to inviting all to take part, they 


>’J la Buffett and Peter Evans, 

LANDING PARTY LIST 
i b.' members of the landing party are 
hjciiide jlerbert Xobbs,' Greg Quintal, 

. Qjtnra!, Frankie Christian, Fay 
itaNlc, SyJvia VobBs; 13pri» Mcnghettl, 
d.. Randall, Brenda Bates, fumbles 
.nt.ertpiM'i,, Eileen Ri«$ards, Nik 
m3, Eadie Christian, Dolly 
r.tian, Beattit Quintal, Tom Buffett, 


nave asked that families in historic 
dress get in touch with one of them 
before hand, to let them know which 
Pitcairn family is being represented. 

The general Committee planning the 
commemoration includes Richard 
Baiaille, acring as head of the Council 
social committee; Mac Adams, Kik 
Quintal, Piute Snell, Foxy McCoy, Culla 
Graham and Jariine Brown. 1 ’ 


hEoDUED AT SEA 


riUUPS! 


» 

sieve Nobl*'* morn* failed while he 
iv a* serveral mile* wfshvfce fishing on 
llt-awday afternoon. 

He radioed his w ife, who go» fn 
*o-sc v i with Booney Bstffeu, who asked 
Howard Christian if he would go to the 

After some difficulties with choppy 
waves; Howard towed the disabled 
boat back to shore just after dark. 


Court Lull Continues 

Reflecting the under-staffed state of 
‘■j Island Police force — one 
onstable instead of the normal three — 
.I'iirt: of Petty Sessions had no sitting 
as? week, for the third Week in a row. 
it. U expected to sit tomorrow, but 
•nly one traffic violation Is on tlte 
ocket. 

Constable Stoll of the A.C. T. police 
orce lias been seconded for three 
nonths* temporary duty on. Norfolk to 
•elp the situation. He is to arrive 
une j with his wife, and will live 
nirially in one of the Administration 
louses in Kingston, 
i i<» will be available to assist at the 
1. Supreme Couit sittings, set.for 
une 2 - 11. Mr, Justice Joske arrives 
or the sittings May :tl; while on the 
sland he ranl<* second only tc the 
Wministrator in official Norfolk 
ricraruiiy. 



SCHOOL DAYS — JOANNE CHRISTIAN* 
BAILEY MAY NOT BELIEVE THAT 
MfSS COOPER IS NOW TO BE CALLED 


Mils. TAVENER, BUT IT DOESN’T 
DAMPEN THE FUN OF STEPPING 
THROUGH THE HOOP MAUREEN IS 
HOLDI N'G._ 


Sood Rain Last Night 

Up to lu.39 last night over .30 milli¬ 
meters of rain fell oir Norfolk - nearly 
an inch in a few hours. 


Law Adviser Due Today 


David Rumplt, the Island's new Legal 
Adviser, is scheduled to .arrive on Norf 
today to take duties for the Adm 

istration and Council. 

He has been a legal draftsman 
Scarce as hen’s teeth, according to 
Department of Capital-Sfgrritory Sec¬ 
retary Lou Engledow) with the Attorney 
General's Department In Canberra. 

Mr. Rumpit was bom In Hungary and 
took hit law degree in New Zealand. 
He is 47. - 


'Lost Weekend 1 for 
Qantas and 200 NZ 
and Aust Passengers 

Delays to Qantas flights between..._ 

Auckland - Norfolk arid Sydney-which! 
occurred the weekend before last couit: 
cost the A Irline $4,000. Nearly 200 
passengers were affected by the 4 day 
delay. 

The first hint oif mechanical trouble 
to the fully-booked 64 seat DC4 appes 
on Thursday after a late take-off, the 
plane returned to Auckland when only 
li hours from Norfolk because of bad 
weather. On returning to Auckland, 
further mechanical problems were 
discovered and a new engine had to 
ije flown in from Sydney, The plane 
was not declared fit umiltMonday 
afternoon. 

Such delays may occur once In sLx 
months, though the situation is aggrav¬ 
ated by the absence of other aircraft 
on.airlines available to stand in at 
short notice - a situation which cjmld 
well persist until substantial modific¬ 
ations have been made to Norfolk's 
airfield, . 

Where mechanical breakdown occurs, 
Qantas undertake to notify passenger 
contacts by telex for delays of mor| 
than 3 hours, and all assistance is given 
to reorganise onward flights. Overnight 
expenses incurred by passengers due to 
mechanical delay are reimbursed at 
•the airline's discretion, though no 
reimbursement can be made for delays 
due to yeallpr. ; 

Apart from the financial implication, 
a 4 day delay, a considerably sfeain 
$ put on airline-passenger Vit 1 ' 

a subsequent lowering of staff morale. 

It was revealed on Tuesday that last 
weekend's delay was particularly 
onerous on this airline’s Norfolk office' 
since the usual staff complement of 5 
had been reduced to 3, Roslyn Partridge 
was on holiday and Qanfas’ chief Norfoi ? 
Island executive, Lyle Snell was in Ne- 
Zealand. In his absence Ken Salt 
directed operations. 




This truck is one of the easiest to load 
and unload you ever saw. The cargo deck is 
flat with no projecting wheel wells and 
only 620mm (24 inches) above the ground, 
just above knee level. The low bed height 
reduces the lift in loading. Up to 550 kg 
(1,200 lb) can be carried in the 1,925 x 
1,210 mm (76 x 48 inch) truck bed. Side 
and rear gates fold out to increase deck 
size or can be removed quickly by hand. 
Tie-down hooks are fitted below the rear 
gate. Bars guard the rear cabin window, 
while monocoque construction and strong 
cargo decking assure stability even when 
carrying the heaviest loads. Powerful 
hydraulic brakes and big 5.00-10 4 ply 
rating tires add to driving safety. 


iTZHATRICKi 


SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 
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John Newton Talks About 
Before Packing Up for a 

NORFOLK ISLAND’S Legal Adviser, 

John Newton, recently moved back 
to Australia to a new position. Two 
days before his departure he made 
time for this interview, in which he 
reflects on impressions he formed of 
Norfolk, and talks about some of 
the island's problems as he has seen 
them. 

0: How long have you been on 
Norfolk? 

A:' We arrived in September 1973, 
and we've been here about 18 
months. 

0:' Like it? 

A: We’ve enjoyed just about every 
part of our life over here. 

Q: What most? 

A: Outside the work sphere, the 
things that have given us most en¬ 
joyment have been sporting events. 

Both myself and my wife enjoy 
playing various sports such as 
cricket, basketball and so forth. 

The thing that impresses me most 
about sports on Norfolk Island are 
the visiting teams that come over. 

I think this is one aspect of island 
life that holds a lot of promise for 
the future. 

0: Where are you going now? 

A: I'm going to the Institute of 
Criminology in Canberra, which 
has been set up for four years. I 
have a job there as senior legal 
research officer, working with two 
very well-known criminologists. 

0: Do you expect to stay for many 
years? 

A: To achieve anything you would * 
have to stay for quite a while, 
it's not a short-term business. 

UNOFFICIAL SERVICES 
0: What's the Legal Adviser’s job 
here on Norfolk? 

A: Basically, to advise the Admin¬ 
istration on various legal matters 
affecting the administration of the 
island. There are many other 
fafcets of course, such as appearing 
on behalf of the police in criminal 
cases. You have duties to the 
Norfolk Island Council where you 
are available, if the Councillors 
require, to offer advice in discuss¬ 
ion. And completely unofficially, 
you quite often find that you have 
to help members of the public with 
legal advice, particularly if the 
person they're in conflict with has 
briefed the only firm of solicitors 
on the island. Quite often this 
advice is nothing else than telling 
.hem the names and addresses of 
solicitors that do visit. Other 
times you might have to try and 
lelp them with their problems. 

0: How did you learn Norfolk 


the Laws of Norfolk 
New Job in Canberra 

Island law? 

A; Much of the law of Norfolk 
Island is the common law, which 
applies just as much in Australia 
as it does here. The statute law 
of Norfolk Island is not all that 
extensive. Certainly it doesn't 
compare in volume with the 


statute law of any of the Austral¬ 



ian jurisdictions. The hardest pan of 
learning Norfolk law is finding out 
what old Imperial Acts still apply 
here. Prior to 1828. You can spend 
many hours of research trying to dig 
up some obscure point in the old law 
books. There's one which is very 
well known, which is the Sunday 
Observance Act, which dates back to 
the time of Quee.n Elizabeth I, which 
makes it an offense to do many 
things on Sunday — the baking of 
bread, the playing of sports, this son 
of thing. 

Q: So every Sunday people are break¬ 
ing the law on Norfolk Island? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What's to be done about that? 

Do you ignore it, or try to change 
the law? 

DEBTORS PRISON LAW 
A: We attempt to have these old 
laws updated, but wo can’t afford 
to spend too much time on this 
sort of work. One other matter that 
comes to mind is the bankruptcy 
law on Norfolk Island, which tom- 
prises the old Imperial Bankruptcy 
Law as at. 1828. This dates back to 
pre-Dickensian times where you still 
had debtors' prisons, and this is one 
part of the old legislation which has 
got to be updated. It is in the pro¬ 
cess actually, by way of extending 
the Australian Bankruptcy Act to 
Norfolk Island. 

0: Could there be cruel or unusual 


punishments for bankruptcy? 

A; It would be unthinkable. I 
can’t imagine any judge allowing 
it but on the other hand it is still 
on the books and it’s got to be Re¬ 
moved. 

0: How many such laws might 
there be? 

A; I would think there would be 
many hundreds of these old laws, 
most of which nobody would know 
the first thing about. 

0: Are Norfolk's laws fair, gen¬ 
erally? 

A: The ones that appear in the 
"green book", as we know it, I 
would think would be reasonably 
fair. The new legislation that 
is being drafted is probably fair¬ 
er still because of the Senate 
Committee on ordinances and 
regulations, which performs a 
watchdog role on all subordinate 
legislation such as the Norfolk 
Island ordinances, and this comm¬ 
ittee takes great pains to ensure 
that any laws that are brought 
Into being do not discriminate 
against any one class or portion 
of the community; that they do 
not.trespass unduly on the civil 
liberties of the community; and 
that the implementation of the 
laws is not dependent on the whim 
of one person. In other words, there 
must always be guidelines and ■'riteria 
established by the legislation to enab¬ 
le its fair implementation, 

0: In the past has Norfolk been sub¬ 
ject to problems that stem from inter¬ 
pretation being subject to the whim 
of one person? 

INDIVIDUAL WHIM 
A: I think it's possible. I don't know 
of any cases where this has happened. 
But there,has existed in laws passed 
many years ago a capability for this 
type of abuse, and you will not find 
this same sort of capability in the 
laws that are being drafted today. 

0: Do people understand the laws 
adequately on Norfolk? 

A; 1 don't think all the people of 
Norfolk Island understand even those 
provisions of the law that affect 
them almost daily, but you find 
this problem in any society. If 
people read the Gazette carefully 
they would have a basic understand¬ 
ing of new laws being passed. 

0; Are laws consistently enforced 
here? 

A: I've not seen an example of any 
inconsistency In the enforcing of a 
law that has been done on purpose. 

Of course you may find the odd one 
that is not completely consistent, 
but usually this cnn be rectified. 

O: Is the Legal Officer's role in the 
Administration "outmoded"? 

A: I would say so. It’s outmoded in 
that the facilities available to the 
Legal Adviser are inadequate. To 
run a legal office you need an 




extremely comprehensive library, 
or at least access to library facil¬ 
ities. We rely on requesting the 
Department in Canberra to photo¬ 
copy cases, reports and material, 
and send them over for our use. 

This is very welcome, but quite 
often you need materials in a hurry, 
and' it may take two or three weeks 
for the Department to do the 
photocopying. 

ADVISER’S JOB .GROWING 
The Legal Adviser’s job is be- • 
coming too big for one man to 
handle. The updating of legislat¬ 
ion takes hours of uninterrupted 
concentration* and it is just not 
possible to have this required time 
during working hours. We would 
average perhaps IS^people a day : . 
who want- to interview the Legal 
Officer on various matters, and of' 
course their problems are just as r 
pressing to them as the .need to the 
legal Officer for uninterrupted con¬ 
centration. 

0: On the subject of .land ’tenure, 
it has sometimes been said th.at df 
the system of recording .land owner¬ 
ship were to be changed on:Norfolk, 
a new system would, permit land to 
be taken away from the owner for 
a bad debt — but that under the ■ - 


traditional Norfolk system, that 
isn’t possible. ,Is thi? so? 

A: There is aj&dluffcjy t<0w4yy 0 . i 
under the "C^aj^ntfpcULand Tjtjle , 
System" that iam'cetfbe'fjtkefi' 
away from a person for a bad debt. 

If there were litigation between two 
parties, there is no more likelihood 
under a Torrens-type of land regist¬ 
ration of having the land taken 
away than there would be under any 
other system. We're talking about 
a system of registration, and the 
Guaranteed Land Title system of 
registration is purely an admin¬ 
istrative process by which the persons 
who own land have their title 
guaranteed. To that extfftfc&heir 
land is more secure thafivi^wotfld be 
under the present system; ; ^her.| 
there are many doubtful titles,;* 

0: Is there a prospect of fhe 
Guaranteed Land Title system being 
introduced on Norfolk? 

NEW TITLE SYSTEM COMING 

A: Yes, it is in the process of 
drafting by Mr. Dean Collins, who 
is a former Registrar of Lands in 
South Australia who was responsib¬ 
le for introducing the same system 
in Singapore. Norfolk’s extreme¬ 
ly fortunate in having the services 
of Mr. Collins. He has accepted 


the brief of introducing this 
system of legislation in Norfolk 
Island. He’s been retained by the 
Minister for the Capital Territory, 
and there is no expense to Norfolk ' 
for his labour. 

0: What timetable for introduct¬ 
ion would you guess? 

A: I would hope the new system 
would be introduced at the end of 
this year, or perhaps early 1976. 

0: Will there be further public 
airing of it before it happens? 

A: Oh yes. Council will be given 
the usual opportunity of discuss¬ 
ing and considering the new system, 
and offer their advice to the 
Minister, and of course the Coun¬ 
cil sessions are open.to the public. 

0: How is Mr. Collins progress¬ 
ing? 

A: 1 understand the first draft of 
the legislation hasn't really been 
•completed. There is a lot of work 
to be performed by the surveyors 
in preparing the necessary plans 
and maps. This of course is out¬ 
side Mr. Collins' control. 

(In the conclusion of John Newton’s 
interview, next week, he talks about 
community conflict, juvenile delin¬ 
quency, unsettled estates going back 
years and other Norfolk problems.) 



TEACHER DAVID REGAL SHOWS 
THE BOYS HOW TO RIG THE 
YACHT’S SAIL 


LESSON ONE: INSTRUCTOR i 
JOHN PEARSON SHOWS HOW I 
TO RUN BEFORE THE WIND 


Thirteen schoolboys had their first 
Instruction In sailing, the new school 
sport, Wednesday after lunch at Emily 
Bay. 

All can swim, but only one had been 
in a sailboat before. 

The boys In the first class were 
Mark Prechelt, Peter Reid path, Chris 
Kenny, Alan Buffett, Haydn Evans, 
Wayne Splller, How-ard Martin, Ian 
Brooksbank, John McCoy, Glen 
Blucher, Robbie McCoy, Vance Lloyd 
and Glen Peters. 

One old Sabot dinghy and two new 
ones made at the school made up the 
"first fleet". 

As It grows, and the boys learn to 
handle the little yachts In a breeze, 
sailing should become weekly fun for 
boys and girls af the school, and for 
spectators — perhaps even punters — 
as well. 


DAVID REGAL WATCHES APPRE¬ 
HENSIVELY AS TWO NEW SEA- 
FARERS'GO IT ALONE 


...AND TWO-THIRDS OF THEl 
FLEET MEETS FOR A YARN 


AFTER THE FIRST SAIL 
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gPITORIAL 

A group of boys had their first chance 
to go sailing last Wednesday, It’s a 
wonderful sport, teaching self-reliance, 
awareness of natural forces, being 
handy with tools, good senae and gog/ 
planning. 

How did it come about? Very slinky* 
You can tell how in only one sent#£ e * 
People at three local mills, an^A*o 
landowners donated timber; and 
local Joiners helped mill the tln^w 


and let their equipment be used; and 
several people donated scraps of 
stainless steel from which finings were 
made by a teacher; and a shop 
executive donated some fittings; and a 
teaches lent his spot-welding machine; 
and forno three and four students did 
most of the boatbuilding; and a teacher 
and his wife stayed up at night sewing 
sails; and a sailing enthusiast offered 
to help teach; and the P * C provided 
some money they had raised; and a car 


rental firm chipped in enough for one 
whole boat; and a number of people 
offered to sell raffle tickets; and over 
350 residents boqght tickets -- to help, 
■•ally; and the winner of the raffled 
b*at donated it back to the school; and 
agestaurant owner spent weeks finishing 
oat boat; and a lot of others offered 
help, support, suggestions and good wi.1 

Easy, Isn’t it? 

All Norfolk is with you, kids. Happy 
sailing. 



On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
w ith' top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK ^MAY 26 to JUNE 1 . 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World S Local 


During the daytime Radio Norfolk and Radio New Caledonia are the only easily- 
received stations on standard broadcast band. After dark, visitors will find they can 
usually get their favourite Australian or New Zealand stations — point the radio at the 


station for best reception. 

MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 

(Music hall) 

10.05 Short Story 

10.45 Sleeper Awakes 
(final episode) 

11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12.05 Big Band Sound 

1.15 Close 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9J5 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10.05 Sports Magazine 

11.15 Brothers in Law 

(Comedy) 

12.05 Outback. Adventures 

1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

7. OO Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10.05 My Word (Panel 
Game) 

10.45 Hospital Programme 


12.05 Internat'l Roundup 
U 15 Close 
^THURSDAY 
7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.00 Music (Kathy). 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Frankie Howard 

(Comedy) 

11.00 Request Programme 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 

I. 45 Close 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. 's Casebook 
10.05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

II. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Churrh of 'England 

I. 45 Close 

SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12.00 Local News 

12.05 Top of the Pops 
1.00 World News 


1.15 Request Programme 
2.00 The Goons 

2.30 Music (Colin) 

3.00 Sports Magazine 

3.45 Overdrive (Cars) 

4.15 Poets Corner 

4.30 Pop Spectacular 
5.00 Pop Music 

7.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Daphne) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 

6.00 The Glums 

(Comedy repeat) 
7.00 Magician's Nephew 
' (Ivan reads 
children's story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 China (8) 

8.30 Play - (The Mystery) 

9.30 Excerpts Sapho 

(Music) 

10.30 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 

it 

by Michael Moran 


Micheal ran the radio station 
when he lived on Norfolk and 


is responsible for much of the 
excellent B. B. C. material 
that the station has access to 
now. 


The English Bach Festivity ! \>as completed 
in Oxford last night with the festival 
dinner at Weston Manor with Madrigals 
in the 14th Century linenfold-panne lied 
hall. The series, which includes concerts 
in both London and Oxford, is the most 
imaginative and distinguished of the 
year. 

The Festival presented music and art¬ 
ists from six countries besides Britain: 
Spain, Germany, France, Greece, 
Belgium and Holland. The opening 
concert in London was a luminous arid'"" 
finely detailed performance of Bach's B- 
Minor Mass with the RIAS Choir of 
Berlin Radio and distinguished foreign 
soloists. Another outstanding concert' 
was a harpsichord recital by Gustav 
Leonhardt that expressed Bach's passion¬ 
ate intellectual emotions with extra¬ 
ordinary containment of intensity, rare 
in these days of obsessionally telling all, 
ignoring the power of suggestion. 

There were, three different themes 
from Greece, A performance of Byzan¬ 
tine Chant whose regularity of tempo 
and constancy of intervals disturbed 


neither ,the understanding nor the 
peace of meditation, reflected in a 
concept of time as a horizontal 
ornamented line stretching over the 
flat earth. In direct contrast to this was 
the concert and lecture given by the 
architect, mathematician and composer 
Iannis Xenakis which emphasised a 
vertical and rotational complexity of 
events. 

Folk was the link between the Greek 
and Spanish presentations. Some 
Latin warmth was imported into the 
bleak spiritual and economic London 
climate by Folk and Flamenco groups 
from Granada and Sevilla. It certain¬ 
ly dispelled my depression with the 
drizzle. 

In all, a sumptuous Festival I'm sure 
you'll agree. I'm already saving - 
(Ha. - one’s savings are like a gaudy 
galloon with a slow leak with inflation 
tip re at 20% or more ) for next year. 
^Next week, another warm southern 
-s<^ul - Domenico Scarlatti and also 
Gusiav Leonhardt's recording of ten of 
the Sonatas for BASF Harmonia Mundi. 


LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


tony Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Bunn Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12,30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday, 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
‘ Haffic against very beautiful weather 
» : W#s?de, say "this is crazy, ” shut the 
■tltjiors. again, and go to the beach or 
wbrk in the garden. Don't be upset if 
soineonfc.i? qlosed -- envy them. 

1 Places offering. a bite to eat (sand- 
"Wishes, take-aVay .meals, fish and 
chips etc. i have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a teal service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and Ip Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where voti can mail a local 
'■ letter,fbr., lc. There are collection box¬ 
es- at several places around the island, 
btit tliere’is ho mail delivery; everyone - 
picks up his mail- fro the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.51am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1. lb pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- mi weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air ever.' day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate wiTii the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

On days rhat planes leave Norfolk, 
outgoing mail is handled even though 
the P. O. is shut. Closing times are 
12. 30 in The slot at lunchtime Monday 
^through Saturday*'and 11.30am Sundays. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office, 
if you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bafhie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, or David Deakin at World 
Traders._ 

AID, INFO AND ADVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fvfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand front 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur¬ 



TOURJST BUREAU’S MINI-OFFICE 


day the Bureau does not open in rhe 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to ar all hours. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat¬ 
ions. _ 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams ate handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele- 
■communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


"THIS WEEK ON NORFOLK 1 
-- see centre spread 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to nobp, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
:UioOv Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, ptos ll. 56 for each minute 
over ihreey Sometimes there can be 
a delay. 'The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must gef^hrough then it can 
help to fnake a booking it! advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to upm 
Weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm,'Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered bn Norfolk 
by the ubiquitous Merv Buffett (Dave 
South is handling tins until Merv returns 
in mid-June) -- a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road, 

PATON .PLACE 

V gJ *J may be 'out of town’ | 
but when you get there j 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo-; 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor’s Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex; 

•. - f*, wvv.,-,. 


i jsp - i 
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PITCAiRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Corner 



Electronics Australia , the country 1 s 
largest-selling electronics and 
High Fidelity magazine, says — 

"FROM A CAT'S PURR TO A CLASH OF CYMBALS!' 





Entirely New Realm of Stereo Cassette Deck 
with Sony's New Ferri-chrome Tape , Dolby* NR system 
and Ferrite & Ferrite Head 
— Quality Sound, True Versatility — 

assures wear-proof tape-to-head contact. Other advantages In¬ 
clude: limiter circuit for peak level suppression dhd peak level 
indicator for wide range recording; complete auto stop at the end 
of the tape; greatly reduced wow and flutter of 0.07%^ You can 
mix microphone and line sources at will with the large separate 
volume controls. All this is presented as the result of Sony's 
accumulated experience in audio equipment engineering and 
production. The TC-137SD delivers stereo high fidelity that com¬ 
pares with many open-reel recorders. Hear it soon. You'll be glad 
you did. 

•The word Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories, Inc. 


Research Make; the Difference 



The new Sony TC-137SD comes with a host of attractive refine¬ 
ments to satisfy the most demanding listeners. The first feature 
is Sony's newly developed Ferri-chrome cassette tape utilization, 
adopting advantages of both conventional high quality cassette 
tape and the chromium dioxide cassette tape. Thanks to the Ferri- 
chrome tape, extended wide dynamic range with rich bass and 
treble tone and excellent frequency response can^yjw be yours. 
Other desirables are Dolby* NR system and Sorry’s precf^ely engi¬ 
neered Ferrite & Ferrite head. Due toTjJe'Dolby NR system tape 
hiss is cut to point where it is imperceptible. Ferrite 6t-fe«ijehead 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

ADCU *7 ruve 1 on «« n (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UiuN ( UAYb 1*011 am to y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees.. .a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and'heat-n-serve'itqtns 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries,.. 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties...mainland newspapers;...tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegles, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & fate. 




on Norfolk 


Norfolk film. Hibiscus Radio 
rtousie. Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm’bord, Valley View 
Barbeque, Music Valley 
N. 1. film. Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
BarbeqUe, South Pac. Hotel 
FRIDAY 

Open Night,’Paradise Hotel 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie , R. S, L. Club 
Ail events open to visitors. 
Booking advised by 4.30 if 
meals involved. Inquiries to 
N, I. Tourist Bureau,Burnt Pine 
(Org'n secretaries: events 
for next, week's list must 
reach The News 5prn Fri 



EVERY DAY 

on Norfolk 

BARRETTS INTERNATIONAL f 
invites vou to come savour 
SCOTTISH and English pull¬ 
overs, cardigans and knit 
shirts for men and women (Cox 
Moore, Ballantyne, McGeorge, 
Peter Scott, Pringle...) at 
about half mainland prices. 
CO-ORDINATE socks, ties, 
shirts to match the knitwear. 
FRENCH PERFUMES from the 
great makers. 

COSMETICS , most-wanted 
brands in latest shades, at 
1/2 to 2/3 mainland prices. 

DAKS suits, trousers, blaz¬ 
ers, for men deserving the 
very best. 

HI-FI/CA MERA S/WA TCH ES 
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System Stereo 

Pioneer's ES-2000 puts it all together: everything you need for a 
compact home stereo system-a receiver, a turntable end a pair of 
speaker systems. The perfect team for home entertainment: easy 
operation combined with superb performance, each component 
made for each other. And with the ES-2000's all-separate design, 
you can lay it out to fit .any interior. 

Functionally versatile receiver is the heart of the ES-2000. Quasi¬ 
complementary SEPP power amplifier delivers 34 watts of solid 
music power (IHF, 8(1). FM signal-to-noise ratio is 70dB, FM tun¬ 
ing sensitivity 2.5 mV (IHF). The tuning dial is equally calibrated 
and complemented by a signal-strength tuning meter for precise 
tuning. You also get the pleasant bonus of MIC mixing—simply 
plug in a microphone, and sing along with your favorites. Into 
quadraphonic-type 'surround sound'? Go add a pair of speaker 



systems. Enjoy simulated RM four-channel at the MTX-1 position, 
simulated SQ at MTX-2. Through the system's speaker matrix con¬ 
nections, you can also quadralize conventional stereo sources. 
Precision-engineered turntable of the belt-drive type features auto 
return and auto cut for effortless handling. Test-proven four-pole 
synchronous motor rotates the 12-inch die-cast aluminum platter 
precisely, smoothly. The accurate-tracking, sensitive S-shaped tone- 
arm has a plug-in type headshell. There are also a moving-magnet 
type cartridge for high fidelity disc reproduction and a direct- 
readout counterweight for easy, stylus pressure adjustment. 
Dynamic speaker systems specially designed for the ES-2000 are 
finely honed, balanced and smooth. Both are the two-way, two- 
speaker type, each featuring a 6-5/16-inch woofer for solid lows 
and e uniquely designed 3-1 /8-inch cone tweeter for pristine highs. 
All precisely assembled in efficient bass-reflex type enclosures 
with--elegantly finished rosewood cabinets that will match any 



Stereo Cassette Deck 


• Built-in Dolby*NR system •independent bias/equalizer tape selectors •Full 
auto-stop mechanism *Skip button for easy cueing •LED peak indicator plus 
over-level limiter for distortion-free and easy recording • Memory rewind 
switch • Tape running pilot lamp 

Syitem/Motor: Stereo, compact cassette, recording & playback; electronically 
controlled DC motor Wow & flutter: <0.12% iWRMS) S/N ratio: 58dB (Dol¬ 
by on, normal tape) Frequency response: 30-16,000Hz (chrome tape) Dimen¬ 
sions: 16-5/8" (W) x 3-3/4" (H) x 9-1/2"-(D) Weight: 10lb9oz 


Four-Channel System 

The Prelude-4000A brings all the excitement of concert hall music 
into your living room with stunning realism. Everything you need 
for four-channel is here—in a package that can’t be beat for per¬ 
formance or style. Beautifully designed, the Prelude-4000A is sure 
to add drama to the decor of any listening room. 

Value-packed receiver forms the "control center" of the Prelude- 
4000A, packing a full 38 watts (IHF, Bfl) of music power. Choose 
from any of the four-channel sources (RM, SQ, discrete), or uti¬ 
lize conventional stereo sources for either conventional stereo or 
simulated four-channel listening. AM/FM? The tuner section of the 
receiver is easy to operate, includes a signal-strength meter for pre¬ 
cise tuning and offers both high sensitivity and excellent signal-to- 
noise ratio. You also have the bonus of MIC mixing—simply plug 
in a microphone, and sing with the stars. 



Easy operation turntable features auto return and auto cut for vir¬ 
tually effortless record handling. The 12-inch aluminum alloy die- 
cast platter is belt-driven, quiet and smooth, with wow and flutter 
less than 0.15%. A moving-magnet type cartridge with a diamond 
stylus is mounted on an accurate-tracking and S-shaped tonearm to 
ensure true-to-life reproduction fidelity. 

Living presence speaker systems deliver breathtaking "surround 
sound." In rosewood-finish cabinets, you can lay them out any¬ 
where in the listening room. The front speaker systems (2-way, 
2-speaker) and the rear speaker systems (full-range) are a cinch to 
please the listener with stunning sound all around. 


Think 
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NORFOLK’S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

IVin+rm • 9 * 30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
UUw LUI • sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting 111-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. QBox 94. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


...Reading...a Lifetime 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing Is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC : 

Mass when Father Des Scanlon is on 
the Island, every day at 5.30 p. m. 
Additional masses on Sunday at 


8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



Crews that Work the Ships 
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Many "Bounty” Naaes in 

While you're on Norfolk Island you : 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. i 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we’re ready when you 
are” system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait — road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake-, 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin. 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman’s duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran,; 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Losking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew Include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tout 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wrlf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
■Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
rea son ab ly comfort able existence. 

On a* good day, when there, is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk — empty 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they’re taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


lighteragej&stemjhiaij- seir# q . 

The men ,wh.Q wqt&^^frnqst all Ijave 
other ''normal' jobs,'kncl cunVStt i? 
early when a ship reaches the island. 

The heavy work is done by smail" ‘ -' 

winches, slings, cranes and rtnisfclfey * 

The lighters are swept Into jJiebsi&e' 
by a combination of swell, eye and : 
judgment. Many of the men atebare- 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe-' 
ty regulations are closer to the I9th 
century than the 20th. " " ;;i 

But it works. , The safety, record’lias 
been excellent; some paiitfuV and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for ye.ars. Cargo some- ,, 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON. THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHFN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 

times get*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the i> 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 1 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAmI ASHORE IN A SLING 


AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 



Norfolk 


This page will mainly be devoted 
to making the most of what we have 
on the island and occasionally 
whetting our appetites for what we 
haven’t. It will contain farming 
and garden information written by 
experts on the island and elsewhere. 

It will stress ecology in all. possible. ; ; 
w*ays. It will give hints for dealing " 
with housekeeping problems that are 
oeauliijt,to Norfolk' (and there are 
qultea few of fftefn). It will have 
recipes that, are^eared to what is... 
available .on,,the island, with inter- ' 
viewsWith women who live here, 
it will have book and record reviews . 
of those available’on the island. A 
From time to time there will be 
articles on comparative shopping and, 
only occasionally , a complaint or 
' two. 


NORFOLK ISLAND LEMON PIE 
A Norfolk recipe and some 
Norfolk reminiscences from 
.Helen McCoy. 

• The Norfolk Island wpmep. are 
good cooks and have inherited the 
'know how' of selecting their mater¬ 
ials, the patience in the preparation, 
and the skill in the cooking to produce 
the delectable and nourishing dishes 
that breed such a sturdy race. Some 
of that, which is inherited is passed 
on from mother to daughter over, the 
years. From where would the recipes 
and judgment have come otherwise? 

^ The cooking styles for the island 
foods like kumera, taro, cocoanut 
and banana are obviously Polynesian . 
^•ptlgfei atidi.Auglicised on Norfolk 
by the substitution of cow milk for ... 
Cocoanut milk in some recipes. 

The recipe for the lemon pie 
evaded me until I obtained it from 
an Island friend who is a good cook * 
and .1 watched her making a pie and 
the care and method taken in 
arriving at the right consistency for 
baking. It has been suggested that 
the origin of these open pies could be 
from the Americans who came through 
Norfolk in the early whaling days. 
Some of the wives who travelled with 
their husbands stayed ashore here 
while the ships were loading wood and 
water and whaling in these waters. 
They would have swapped cooking 
techniques with the Norfolk women. 

A meringue covered pie brings mem¬ 
ories from the silent, movies' slap¬ 
stick comedy and Buster Keaton. 

My research has now reached an 
end. I found the recipe in a collect¬ 



ion "The Art of Cuisine" translated 
from the French collection of Toulouse 
Lautrec and Maurice Joyant. 

From those exalted heights and com¬ 
pany come back to Norfolk and 1 will 
tell you my way of making a lemon 
pie using a Norfolk Island bush lemon 
and a heavy enamel pie plate. I . 
make a short pastry using 3 ozs. flour, 
li oz. dripping, dash of salt and a 
teaspoon of baking powder - mixing 
with a fork or a knife to a paste with 
water. Roll out. thinly and line pie 
plate - make certain the pastry' is 
well moulded into the plate and up 
the sides and over the lip. 

Break three good sized eggs into 
basin, add nearly a small cup of 
sugar and beat with a whisk or fork 
NOT an egg beater. Grate in pee! 
of lemon which has been washed and 
any scale removed, squeeze juice 
and add, still beating with fork until 
blended. Melt gently, a tablespoon 
of buttet and add,’ blendiyg in. 

Have oven heated to 4 00*, Pour mix¬ 
ture into pastry lined plate and put in 
top of oven. Look at it after about 
ten minutes - then move down a 
couple of shelves and finish tiy just 
set. Lower gas to 375° or 350 if 
judged necessary at this stage, if 
cooking in a wood stove use your 
judgment about the cooking time 
unless you have a temperature gauge. 

Horse Owners Should 
Drench for Bots Now 

The bot fly is brown and hairy, not 
unlike a bee - two kinds are common, 
Gastrophilns intestiualis and Gastro- 
philus vcterinus. it usually lays its 
eggs, which are yellow !rt colour, on 
the hairs around the .fetlocks and over 
the shoulder region, where they can 
easily be seen. 

These eggs hatch in about 10 days and 
the larvae find their way to the mouth 
of the horse by being rubbed or licked, 
They wander about, the cheeks and 
tongue and after a varying period, 
perhaps a monrh, find their way to the 
stomach where they attach themselves 
to the stomach lining. The bot larvae 
live only in horses. They remain in 
the stomach for about ten months to a 
year, and then pass through the 
intestines to the outside in the dung. 
After several weeks of further develop¬ 
ment on the ground, they hatch into 
flies all ready to make a pest of them¬ 
selves again. 

(continued on next page) 


hqcut pr.:nf- 


LIVING 


"ESCAPE FROM THE SHADOWS’’ 
by Robin Maugham 
Reviewed ,by\Hejiry Smith. 

“No matter'what'sort lie is* every-” 
cure who’ has to' his credit,what aje ,oj. 
seem..great' achievetire'nrs, .if; 
for truth andgoodness, 'pfight“tc|’.vrjr'ite* 
the story'of his own life in'hisftwh 
hand‘s bpt 7 >o*ope‘ should yentirjj* ^, 

such a spiendea undertakihg^forfe;”. 
he is over forty." ‘ 

When Cellini wrote this at tire 
beginning of his autobiography, he 
lived in an age when a man was 
middle-aged at thirty, old at forty 
and when very few reached fifty; 
that is, if they knew their age, at 
all. So when Robin Maugham wrote 
"Escape from the Shadows" at fifty 
five nobody can accuse him of 
prematurely rushing into print. 



henry Smith' 


The "shadows" referred to in the 
title art threefold » two of people 
and one of personality. A11 his 
life until their deaths Maugham was 
overshadowed by a famous father 
and an even more famous uncle. 

His father, a brilliant barrister, 
became Lord Chancellor in the pre¬ 
war Chamberlain government, and 
upon resigning at the outbreak of 
war was created a Viscount. His 
uncle, Somerset Maugham, arguably 
the greatest short-story writer of the 
twentieth century, only died in his 
nineties in 1967. The third shadow 
was that of his own homosexuality 
and all the .auendent bitterness and 
distress it caused him. 

This book {brought out by Hodder 
and Stoughton in 1972 at $9.10 and 
recently bought by the Library) is 
one that remains in the mind long 
after the ephemeral thrillers and 
westerns have flittered to oblivion. 




Horses need drench now 

(Continued from "Living" page) 


The bot upsets the horse considerably, 
and may cause it to gallop about in 
attempts to get away. As the laying of 
the eggs does not actually hurt, there 
would seem to be an instinctive know¬ 
ledge of the harm the larvae can do 
once they gain entrance to the body. 

While attached to the stomach wall 
the larvae produce a ring-like thkken- 
lng in the lining. Large numbers may 
accumulate and cause irritation and even 
perforation of the boweL The effects 
prodnced include loss of condition, in 
rare cases they may lead to digestive 
disturbances, attacks of colic and less 
vitality. 

Some people attach little signific¬ 
ance to the bot, while others go to 
great lengths to protect and treat their 
horses. 

One species (Gastrophilus veterinus) 
starts egg laying in early January, while 
the other (Gastrophilus intestinalis) 
lays its eggs chiefly in March and April. 
Prevention : It is best to clip or take the 
eggs off with a safety razor or bot knife 
(Lyddy’s make a very good knife for 
this purpose.) Bot fly repellant dress¬ 
ings are sometimes used, but are not 
very effective. 

Treatment : Treatment should be 
carried out as soon as possible after 
infestation has occurred - horses should 
be drenched about the end of April or 
May. We have found Neguvon most 
effective, as it not only kills the bot 
larvae, but also kills the large round- 
worm (Ascaris) and some of the other 
worms (Strongyle) that infest the horse. 


Gastrophilus Intestinalis - is a large fly, 
yel lowish-blown In colour. The wings 
are cloudly and marked by a transverse, 
smoky-brown band. This species dep¬ 
osits its eggs on almost any portion of 
the body, but particularly on the fore¬ 
legs, mane, shoulder and flank. The 
eggs are bright yellow, and the unatt¬ 
ached end is broad and flattened. The 
eggs hatch out normally in about ten 
days if sufficient moisture is present. 
Moisture and friction is usually supp¬ 
lied by the horse biting the part. The 
Immature bots push off the egg cap 
and stick to the horse’s lips. They 
penetrate the covering of the lips and 
tongue and burrow there for about a 
month before passing to the stomach. 
Here they attach themselves to the 
itomach lining, usually on the left 
rand side, where they remain for 
about ten months. They pass out in 
:he dung, and pupate within two days, 
rhis pupal period varies - an average 
)f five weeks, after which the adult 
smerges and lives for about seven 


"News" MINI-ADS 


"Silky Oaks" Stables 

Offers a variety of trail rides. Good 
horses & equipment. Horses can take 
you where cars cannot go. Book at 

N.I. Tourist Bureau. 

Jillian's 

Jillian’}, Norfolk Village, Now In 

Winter Nites and gorgeous warm 

Shevelva dressing gowns. 

School-age Riding 

One-hour lessons Saturday afternoons 
from Joe Wiltshire at Silky Oaks 

Stables Fletcher Christian Rd. Contact 

Joe or Kaye Wood. 

Tradesman Wanted 

Qualified panel beater: to work on 
variety of jobs. Apply Chris Gatehouse 
rear Food lands. 

Land For Sale 

6i acres Freehold Cascades area 
$30,000 o.n.o. Surveyed. Established 
fruit trees permanent water. Contact 
Toon Buffett 2001 or 2087. 

IBM Serviceman 

If a man trained on IBM Executive 
service is available for brief job please 
contact the "News". Manual,'-some tools, 
available. 

Part-time Reporter 

The "News" wishes to hire part-time 
writer on trial basis. Please write 
stating hours available, if own transport, 
experience. Box 94. 

Supreme Court 

Need someone who will attend 

Supreme Court Sittings 2-11 June 
to prepare summaries for news¬ 
paper. Contact the News,Box 94. 

Girl Required 

For domestic work 6 a. m. to 2 p. m. 6 
days per week. Apply White Heron Lodge 

■ Mini-Ads can be 
lodged at The Milk 

Bar, DeChesne’s Store 
or Jensen’s News Agen¬ 
cy, on convenient 
forms available there. 

You can send a 22- 
word message all over 
the island for $1 with 
a "Mini-Ad" in the 
Norfolk Island News. 


days. During this time the fema le 
deposits the eggs, thus completing 
the life cycle. 

Gastrophilus Veterinus: Is the other 
species - it is a somewhat smaller fly. 
The thorax is a russet brown colour 
and densely covered with hair. The 
eggs are deposited on the horse 
chiefly between the branches of the 
lower jaw and are paler in colour and 
smaller in size than those of Gastro - 
philus intestinalis, while the unatt¬ 
ached end is rounded - furthermore, 
they are attached halfway along the 
hair and may be hidden by surround¬ 
ing hairs. Its life cycle varies in 
the fol-.owing respects - moisture and 
friction are not necessary to hatch 
the eggs of this species. On hatch¬ 
ing, the larvae crawl into the mouth 
or bore through the skin and burrow 
into and through the tissues of the 
mouth, where they stay for three or 
four weeks in pockets between the 
molar teeth, and here they moult 
and later pass down to the stomach. 
Here they usually attach themselves 
to the outlet into the intestines 
(pylorus.) JOHN RYVES 




"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Rd. P.O.Box 94, 
Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 
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Cree, Alice Howard, Hele» McCoy, 
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Social, school &club news 


In the following issues of The Norfolk * ^ 
Island News this page will strive to 
keep you up to date with local social 
events, school news and club activ¬ 
ities here on Norfolk Island. But 
before we do - here's a list of Social 
and sporting Clubs currently active 
and whom to contact should you wish 
to join them. You might think all this 
Is slightly unnecessary on a place like 
this where everybody is reputed to 
know everybody else, but this isn't 
quite true as any housewife coming to 
live here fresh from the mainland 
suburbia can tell you -- loneliness is 
very possible here and although it may 
not reach the neurotic proportions 
experienced in large cities, much can 
be done here to prevent it before it 
begins and produces that apathy which 
results in the sufferer doing nothing 
about it. Similarly, if you have 
already lived here a while and formed 
rewarding friendships and these people 
must leave or are transferred away, 
their going can leave quite a gap in 
your life which joining one of these 
organisations can possibly fill. 

There seems to be one for just about 
all tastes and interests for both sexes 
and all age groups. 

Here they are; 

Ladies first. 

THE WIVES AND MOTHERS CLUB . 

This one is open to all married women 
living here permanently or otherwise. 

Their aims are fund-raising activities 
to build a new Play-Centre here - 
which is sorely needed - and to provide 
a relaxing social outlet for married 
women. They meet once a month 
every 2nd Thursday night at 8.00 p.m. 
in the Leagues Club rooms. Member¬ 
ship is $2.00 per year and may be ob¬ 
tained by contacting Dy-ann 
Fitzpatrick on 2026. 

THE COUNTRY WOMENS ASSOCIATION 
is a branch of the Australian one, and 
is open to any woman living here, 
membership is and may be obtained by 
contacting Marion Underwood C/- the 
Post Office, Norfolk Island. 

YOGA CLASSES ; 

These are held each Monday evening at 
the school and are conducted by June 
Ryves, the fee is 40c per session. 

NORFOLK ISLAND DISCUSSION GROUP 
Reads and discusses a set of prescribed 
lectures chosen by them, the current 
series being on Greek Philosophy. All 
enquiries to Ghloedray on 2033. Mem¬ 
bership is Variable, according to the 
length of the lecture, but is usuallv 
about'$4.00 per course. Men welcome. 


MEN ONLY : t 

' \ 

THE CHESS CLUB ; 

This is a fairly informal group and 
all you need to join is an interest in 
chess - playing at tournament level, 
matches are played in the homes of 
members. Duncan McIntyre can be 
contacted on 2123 if you wish to 
join. 


THE CRICKET CLUB: 

A Seasonal organisation, member¬ 
ship may be obtained by contacting 
Dr. Henry Smith at the Hospital. 


NORFOLK ISLAND BRANCH OF 
ROTARY meet once a week, and 
THE LIONS CLUB meet once a fort¬ 
night. These are both membership 
by nomination only clubs, but any 
visiting Lions or Rotarians should they 
wish to contact them, can ring Gary 
Robertson on 2024 for Rotary enquiries 
or Jack Clapp on 2004 for Lions enq¬ 
uiries. 


FOR BOTH SEXES ; 


SPORTING CLUBS 
THE GOLF CLUB 

Membership is by nomination also, 
although non-members may attend their 
social functions, enquiries to Mrs. Joan 
Kenny, Secretary C/- The Golf Club, 
N.I., .or on 2386. 

THE BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
meets every Tuesday evening at 
6.45 p.m. in the Rawson Hall. 
Membership is $5.00 for adults, and 
$2.50 for school age children. 

Anyone wishing to join can just go 
along on Tuesday evenings and join in. 

NORFOLK ISLAND SQUASH CLUB 
Plays socially on Monday evenings at 
7.30 p. m. and competition games are 
played on Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings, membership is $7.00 per 
year for new members, plus $3.60 
competition fees. Contact Wendy 
McGuinness at Box 146 should you wish 
to join. 

CHERYL TENNIS CLUB 
Also seasonal, membership may be 
obtained during the season by contact¬ 
ing Rick Quintal on 2100. 

THE LEAGUES CLUB 
Provides entertainment and social facil¬ 
ities for Rugby League Footballers and 
supporters, the Committee meets once a 
month, all other members have only to 


attend social functions 1 and pay their" du<. ? 
which are-$3.00 entrance fee for women 
and $5.00 for men, with annual subs 
at $2.00. ' 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND ARTS COUNCIL 
Is a branch of the Australian Arts 
Council, its function on Norfolk is to 
arrange entertainments both from local 
and overseas artists, in the form of 
concerts, plays, revues, recitals etc. 
They are also in the process of form¬ 
ing an arts and crafts section. Annual 
membership is $2.00 and can be obtain ¬ 
ed on application to Mrs. Beryl Lackey, 
Box 223 N.I. Post Office. Members 
also have a 50c reduction on ticket 
prices to any Arts Council enterprise. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND BRANCH OF 
THE RED CROSS meets the 4th Thursday 
of each month at the Hospital. Enqui¬ 
ries to Mrs. P. Sanders on.2350. 

Weight Watchers here! 

Norfolk now has its own version of Weight 
Watchers Inc., in the recently,fpimdecl 
Calorie Counters Club, which meets .at;, 
7.30 p.m., in the Hospital sfttingjdprr- 
each Wednesday evening. ; 

The New Club's President is Mrs. 
Marianne Ryan who told us last Friday 
of some of the Club's programme to 
help people take off extra pounds. 
Members meet and weigh-in once a 
week (their weights are known only by 
one person, the keeper of the record 
book) they compare diets, recipes, swap 
exercise devices, and have a weekly 
exercise session. 

Regular weight loss receives an award 
and when a member finally attains h<s 
or her ideal weight, a night out with 
other members celebrates their 
achievement. 

Clubs like this one are formed all over 
the world today and probably achieve 
more in the campaign against over- 
weight than all the doctors, dietpiJJjC?. 
fad diets, exercise programme* ptit??'^ 
together. 

The hardest thing to get used to when 
trying to lose weight Is the feeling that 
you have to go it alone. When you can 
meet regularly with men and women in 
the same boat, their encouragement is., 
tremendous, and most of all, admitting 
you are overweight Is nothing compared 
to admitting you haven't stuck to your 
diet this week. 


Social, School and Club news will 
be covered for the News by Wendy 
McGuinness, who compiled the val¬ 
uable club listings on this page. If 
we have mis-typed names or phone 
numbers we would appreciate re¬ 
ceiving corrections. 




Business & HT 1 Commerce 


A GOING NEW INDUSTRY: 
N.l. FOOD PROCESSING 

Food processing for Norfolk Hotels, 
and soon for retail sale in the shops, is 
proving to be a succesful small industry. 

The partnership of Nobbs & Inglis 
(Joe & Max) is producing up to half a 
ton a week of crinkle-cut chips for most 
of the Island's hotels and for banquets 
and. large functions. 

The chips also sell in smaller packs 
to housewives, at 35d a pound. That’s 
half the cost of importing them from 
the mainland. 

Nobbs & Inglis process them at the 
old C.C.R. Nobbs Store using a roro- 
peeler that handles 30 pounds of spuds 
a minute, and an automatic crinkle- 
cutter that "3 mks simple on the outside 
but is a very intricate piece of mach¬ 
inery," according to Max. 

A secret ingredient in the process is an 
Imported treatment that keeps the cut 
potatoes fresh and white, under proper 
refrigeration, for 10 days. 

On the cards for the partnership are 
two further food processing ventures. 

One will be-the manufacture of ice¬ 
cream — the. first since Bruce and 
Dallas Cree ceased making it some 
years ago — and slaw. 

The slaw maker has arrived but isn't 
yet uncrated. It is planned to be 
operating in a matter of weeks, prod¬ 
ucing packs of slaw for hotels and shops 

Ice cream manufacture is expected to 
start shortly. Initially it will be in bulk 
containers for the hotels, but could be 
on sale In two-litre home cartons within 
six weeks. 


Govt Gztts Osgst 

No. 23, 22/5/75 

Residential status granted to Ian Harris, 
Eleanor Reed and Clarence and Anne 
Swiftj Francis Gillan has applied. 

Dental Assistant Judith Innes employed. 
Holidays ; 9/6775 Bounty Day; 16/6/75 
Queen's Birthday; no mails in or out 
either day. 

Hoffnor Ltd wound up, confirmed by 
Meeting 20/5/75. 

B.F, Plant Hire (NI) Ltd ., petition to 
wind up will be heard in NI Supreme 
Court 2/6/75; creditors opposing or 
supporting may speak but must notify 
Alan Neaves by 30/5/75. 

South Pacific Hotel license to be applied 
for by Steven Harris rather than Bruce 
Walker. 


Exchange Rates 


AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR EQUIVALENT 



Chamber's Tax Protest 
Brings Local Support 


The Norfolk Island Chamber of 
Commerce telegram to Canberra, 
objecting to the application of Austra¬ 
lian Income tax laws to local 
businesses, has been supported by 
many in the business community. 
Chamber President Rick Irvine says. 

"Fifteen or 20 people have approached 
the Chamber and pledged assistance. 

We have gained new members because 
the Chamber of Commerce is doing 
something," he said. 

Interest in the Chamber has been at a 
low ebb, but under an active Executive 
Committee it is showing definite signs 
of life. 

It has narrowed its aims and is concen¬ 
trating on the business concerns of the 
Island. Contributions to good cau<e- on 
Norfolk by the Chamber will be a thing 
of the past. Members will be encour¬ 
aged to make contributions on their own 
if they like, but the Chamber will 
stick to business. "If we can make 
business more viable on Norfolk we'll 
help all the Island, " he said, "because 
we'll be able to buy better." 

At an Executive meeting tonight a 
recommendation will be discussed 
that the Chamber renew its effort to 
work with the Administrator and 
Council on its tax campaign. 


Shares Rally in Aust. 

Australia’s two main share markets re¬ 
gistered their heaviest trading this year 
on Friday, wit!) prices rising in most 
industry classifications except oil and 

gas- 

The "Australian" reports that 
Melbourne share turnover was more than 
3.2 million, and share value was nearly 
4 million. 

The Australian says "the Government’s 
stand on business is the root cause of the 
rally". 


Unemployment? None 
Here, Say Merchants 

The highest unemployment rates for 
many years continue to plague Aust¬ 
ralia, but the problem just doesn't 
exist on Norfolk. 

And there's no sign of its coming. 

Burnt Pine merchants said the 
number of jobs and the number of 
residents wanting to work is in good 
balance. 

Ron Campion of the "Browse About" 
said, "We’ve had only three staff change 
in the nearly three years I've been here. 

I don’t see signs of unemployment at • 
all. we've never had anyone knocking 
on the door looking for a job, unless 
they already have a job and are wanting 
a change." 

Frank Caper was even more emphatic. 
"Unemployment? None at all, and I 
can't see it in the forseeable future. 

"The Tourist Board got the wind up 
because we weren’t going to have any 
big conventions, and thought the numbe; 
of tourists would fall off. Instead it's 
up. My own figures here prove that, 
even taking inflation into account." 

The Island's biggest retail employer, 
Burns Philp (44 permanent and about 9 
casual staff including Qantas operations;* 
confirmed the story 1 . "Basically 100% 
employment," said Manager Brian 
Herbert. "We find it difficult to recruit 
staff, especially Intermediate and semi- 
senior. 

"We can’t even find labour. This 
could be because so many men are work - 
ing at the new Works Depot, and it 
could ease when it Is done. 

"We tried to find a couple of young 
blokes we could train up for the future, 
but ended up with just one girl. Each 
year we're looking for one or two bright 
young people from school, and over a 
time they'll replace the majority of the 
structure here. We'd like to reach a 
point where almost every position is 
filled by local people, and I'd say we're 
about 85-90% there now." 


Walker to Leave SoPac 

Bruce Walker, manager and licensee or 
the South Pacific Hotel, will be leaving 
on June 16th. 

Steve Harris, the hotel's trainee 
manager since late last year, will 
become manager, and has applied to 
become the licensee. 

Bruce and his wife Yolan will take a 
holiday to New Zealand, and plan to be 
back on Norfolk by mid-July. 






TOT de FRANCE^' -NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 


Voyage 50 due "depart Auckland Today 
.due arrive Norfolk 28th May 

Voyage 51 due depart Sydney 27th June 
due arrive Norfolk 1st July 
du? depart Norfolk 3rd July 
due arrive Auckland 5th July 

Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 25th July 
due arrive Norfolk 2bth July 


CCC SHIPPING NEWS 


N.Z. Frozen Food Rate 
Now Only fclQ Cheaper 

The frozen foods rate from Auck¬ 
land inreased slightly with Voy. ge 50. 

Due to a misunderstanding, o.it 
freeze freight rate set at $71. r- per 
cubic meter on Voyage 49 wii' ne 
eased upwards slightly to the r.t.e of 
$74.72 per cubic meter, cffec >.ve 
from Voyage 50. This rare is 0.00 
below that rate which applied u Feb¬ 
ruary — still very good bityitts n 
these days of almost hourly o i in¬ 
creases. 

We hope that shippers enjo- -J the 
sliort-lived $71.80 rate, one those 
surprise bonus things that hap > n. 

At the moment we are neg> siting 
for a special rate for livestock from 
Australia to Norfolk. This foi iws a 
well-documented presentation made 
recently by island graziers, pointing 
out what have to be regarded is ano- 
molies in the rate schedule for bulls 
and stallions. 

It’s more complicated than our 
clientele may realise to organise any 
alterations in shrpping rates, but we 
are having a real go at this one, and 
hope we may be able to report some 
good news before long. 

With the accompanying schedule 
for the Port de France, you'll note 
we have instituted the word "due” 
along with the voyage planned 
dates. Despite the most skillful 
crews and the best equipment, the 
dates for any voyage are always an 
expression of intent, and subject to 
the whims of the sea and the prob¬ 
lems of men. When we express an in¬ 
tended date, however, we and our 
crews are dead serious about meeting 
it if humanly possible. 

<s£s> 


CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE' 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.l.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 



Every week we will be covering and 
featuring a round-up of what's happen¬ 
ing In the World of Sport, whether it 
be a particular article on a major 
sporting event tit. a .series of short news 
articles covering a selection of sport¬ 
ing activities and events both at home 
and overseas as well as giving you a 
round up of the latest developments' 
over the week on Norfolk Island. 

Local sporting results, so long as 
they are in the hands of the/news by 
10am Sunday, will be considered for 
the next day's -paper: ' 

My intention is to be a sort of rov¬ 
ing reporter as far as local activities 
are concerned. All sporting activit¬ 
ies, indoors and outdoors, will come 
into-the limelight, from my amateur 
viewpoint on a David Frost'Alaii 
Whicker basis. 

So that’s it - simple - a feature of 
some international sport - a look at 
some local sport - local snorting 
resulrs. 



ROGER NEWMAN covers sports for the. 
News. 


MOTOR RACING . 

Joe hen Mass of West Germany driving 
a Texaco-McLaren was declared winner 
of the Spanish Grand Prix in Barcelona 
after the race had been halted hv a 
fiery crash. 

in the 26th lap of the scheduled 75 
lap race leader Rolph Stommelcn also 
ofjfy'est Germany,'lottt control of hi; v 
Lcgf-HiH isMSashtffl through a birriisr 
info the crowd killing four spectators.. 
Before the race the Grand Prix Drivers 
Association boycotted several practice 
sessions claiming the circuit was unsafe. 


SPORTS 

Greasy Conditions at Kingston Oval — 
REDS FAIL THROUGH BASEBALL PASSES 
DESPITE A FEAST OF POSSESSION 


Tight, But Blues 9-0 

Jn spite of the very wet and gloomy 
afternoon a good crowd of over 250 
people was at the Kingston Oval to 
witness what turned out to be a closely 
fought game yesterday afternoon. 

it rained continuously throughout the 
match which made ball control and hand¬ 
ling difficult and in this aspect rhe Blues 
had the distinct advantage. Although 
the Reds won a feast of ball from the 
scrum? time and time again they lost 
opportunities and possession through 
extremely bad handling which couldn't 
entirely be blamed on the wet conditions. 
All the point? were scored in the first - 
half with a Cooper penalty after 
10 minutes. Midway through the spell 


Left Winger for the Blues, Gary Svenson, 
scored from a Reds lack of cover defense 
which was converted by Cooper. Then 
10 munites before half-t ime Cooper 
landed a further penalty which was rhe 
last pchnl to be scored in the match. 

in the second half Reds had much of 
the territorial adv antage hut couldn't 
capitalize on their opportunities. 

if tlie Reds can brush up on itieir 
handling which I'm sure they will con¬ 
centrate on - they are sure to create 
a few upsets rliis season. . They will 
be the ream to lookout for once they 
settle down to the basics. Had the 
weather been fine the result could have 
gone the other way. 

SCORERS FOR THE BLl.KS 

Gary Svenson - Try- 

Cooper - 1 Conversion, 2 Penalties- 


RI GBY UNION 

SCOTS TROUNCE NZ PROVINCIAL 
SIDE 51-fi IN OPENING OF TOUR 

Scotland opened their short seven 
match tour of New- Zealand (which will 
include one Test Match against the ^A11 
Blacks June 14 at Auckland) against 
Nelson Boys at Trafalgar Park in Nelson 
«in Saturday. 

A thoroughly brilliant and powerful 
Scottish side turned on a display of 
champagne rugby to completely out¬ 
class rite local side both in the backs 
(with Irvine, Wilson & Telfer outstand¬ 
ing) and in the forward? who dominated 
the line outs 21/6 rucks 12/2 and winn¬ 
ing the scrums 24/11, and gaining a 
mammoth 14 tight leads. 

AUCKLAND BEAT NORTH AUCKLAND 
ON SATURDAY AT WHANG ARE! BY 
19/13. 


RUGBY UNION 

Tonga will make a 12 game tour of 
New Zealand commencing on Wednesday 
25 June which will include two test 
matches against the N. Z. Maoris at 
New Plymouth and Auckland. 


RUGBY UNION 

AUSTRALIA VICTORIOUS IN 1ST TEST 
BEAT KIMS 16-9 

Australia thoroughly deserved their 
test victory at the Sydney Cricket Ground 
on Saturday when they convincingly 
heat a depleted English team who were 
without the services of their captain and 
ace centre Bennett for most of the match. 
Hooker John Pullin took over captaincy 
and the last rime he captained England 
was against Australia at Twickenham 
when England won - but riot so on 
Saturday. 

For Auiiralia Loan scored a try, 

Henry Wright kicked a goal and Brown, 
playing in ills fifst international, kicked 
•i penalties. England's only try was 
scored by Squires and converted by 
Butler who also kicked a penalty. 

England have a furtlier 3 matches to 
play in Australia before concluding 
their 8 game tour: 

TUE MAY 27 V QUEENSLAND AT 
BRISBANE 

SAT MAY 31 V AUSTRALIA (2ND TEST 
AT BRISBANE 

TUE JUNE 3 V QUEENSLAND COUNTRY 
AT TOWNSVILLE 


GOLF - 

A1 Geiberger recovered from a Bogey 
5 on tite 18th to win the US$200,000 
Tournamem-.otVChampions and 
US$4O, OtXi in a sudden death play off 
with Gary Player at La Costa near tsar. 
Diego. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

NZ KIWIS BEAT NSW COUNTRY 33-26 
Before a crowd of 8,000 at. the New¬ 
castle Sports Ground on Saturday after¬ 
noon the New-Zealand Kiwi Rugby League 
Team beat a determined N. S.W. 

Country Team after being down 12/S at 
half time. 




‘dars Norfolk! ’ 


shaggy dog story 

Strange stories are told on the jetty. 
Some even prove to be true, though 
there are probably some exaggerations 
in the one about the man shipping a 
large dog from Australia. 

He checked with TAA and Qantas 
(they said on the jetty) to make sure 
what size crate was acceptable for the 
flight. He had a steel crate made, 
that size. Found out later from Qantas 
that DC-4 crates had to be smaller. 

Had the steel crate sawed off and 
welded up shorter. Travelled to 
Sydney with the dog in baggage, and 
climbed onto DC-4. Arrived at 
Norfolk — no dog aboard. Phoned 
Sydney. Endless confusion. Finally 
had the dog shipped by sea. 

Dog howled first night aboard, so 
mess steward took him some meat to 
quiet him, and opeped the crate door 
just a t-i-n-y bit. to hand in the meat, 
and Swoosh. Out went the dog-. Dog 
became crew's mascot for voyage, and 
didn't go back into crate until King¬ 
ston was in view. 

Owner had made extreme precaut¬ 
ions about quarantine, and first launch 
to ship had quarantine officer, who was 
given all the right papers for dog. 

Later, when lighterage officer was 
asked if he had papers for the dog, he 
said no, not knowing quarantine 
officer had already collected them by 
special arrangement. 

When N.I. Administrator heard this 
(they said on the jetty) he said "Shoot 
that dog. ” (Actually he claims he 
said no such thing, but on the jetty- 
events are painted bright and large.) 

By rhat time the dog was gone. His 
owner had collected him immediate¬ 
ly, and all that was left behind was a 
crate -- a wooden one marked 
"Tina" even though the dog is most 
definitely a male. What happened 
to the elegant steel one, no one ever 
heard. 

isn’t it nice 

Why is it that you always seem to be 
out when someone comes around and 
leaves a lovely trumpeter on your 
kitchen table or a home-grown head 
of lettuce? A friend,who had a bad 
fall several months ago said almost 
every’ day there was something left on 
her kitchen table but she never knew 
who it was from. On Norfolk It could 
be almost everyone. 



"Dar's Norfolk" will include a rag-bag of things — reminiscences, an occasional 
drawing, yarns. The launching of the whaler Charles W. Morgan at New Bed¬ 
ford isn't a Norfolk scene -- but George P. Christian of Norfolk (born on Pitcairn ; 
sailed on her, she often called ar Norfolk, and the launching celebration, with 
flags fluttering, seemed a happy non* for the launching of the Norfolk Island New 



SENDER; 


As agents for uantas and 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasur 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We’d like to take 
the next step by I 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Gall in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Uffice in Burnt P 


it 

@8 


TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a 
the page. 3. Fold this panel back along the dot 






MONDAY, 2 JUNE, 1975 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


AUSTRALIA FINALLY MAKES UP ITS MIND ON THE FUTURE OF NORFOLK AIR SERVICE 
—Department Plans $5M Airport Upgrading; Big Jets Could Arrive In 1977 


Wednesday afternoon the Island rec¬ 
eived copies of a detailed "Environmental 
impact Statement" on the upgrading of th< 
airport. ■ >, 

Under Australian law any major pro¬ 
ject is required to be analysed in this 
form, and the statement covers some 
environmental matters, principally 
noise. 

What is much more important to 
Norfolk is that after years of waffling 
about the future of Norfolk's air ser¬ 
vices, the Department of the Capital . 
Territory has been required to clarify 
its thinking and state its intentions 
plainly for the first time. 

The Department has decided that: 

- Australia has the responsibility for 
Norfolk-Australia air services, and will 
not leave it to*some other country. 

- In providing the service, Australia 
can't economically use any aircraft but 
ones in the existing Australiah fleet. 

- To accommodate Australian 707s, 

727s or DC9s, the Department plans to 
ask Cabinet for money to spend $5 
million on the Norfolk Airport. 

- These planes would reduce the 
frequency of flights necessary with 
smaller aircraft, though the statement 
talks about three flights a week from 
Sydney. They would also double the 
load, when the plane was full, on 
airport terminal, customs and baggage¬ 
handling facilities, and on the Island's 
taxi and bus fleet. 

- Air Pacific has the right to fly its 
BAC1U to Norfolk, and the Department 
expects it will do so once or twice a 
week. 

- Other international airlines may 
apply for landing rights, and the 
Department expects Australia will 


negotiate with them. 

The estimated cost of the upgrading of 
; the aifpdrt is put at $6 million, though 
figures a'S high as $7*1 million are believed 
to have been discussed. 

The woik would ptdbably take two years. 
No mention is made in the report bf 
Governmental approval for the mdney re¬ 
quired, though Secretary Lou ErigledOw 
said on Norfolk in March that he t/iought 
the Department would have a good chance 
of getting the necessary allocation* 

Assuming the funds could be approved 
by August, jets could be on the Norfolk 
run before the end of 1977. 

The project would involve mainly heavy- 
machinery work, and if carried out over 
two years could probably be handled with 
a work force of fewer than 20 men. 

It would require about 52,000 cubic , 
yards of crushed metal, which is more than 
five times Norfolk's present yearly product¬ 
ion. 

The crushing could be handled by the 
Island Industries pl.-mt at Ball Bay, which 
satisfies island requirements operating only 
one day a week. 

Rock for the metal would probably come 
from Cascade, where the cliff has already 
been defaced by quarrying. Mining a 
deposit on Mt. Pitt would be cheaper 
and would avoid heavy truck traffic past 
the school, but the quarrying of Mt. 

Pitt has been rejected by two Admin¬ 
istrators, and Gerry Aafjes says "As a 
resident, I would be against it myself." 

The carrying out of the airport expan¬ 
sion would probably go unnoticed by 
residents, except for the occasional 
truck loaded with metal rolling past the 
school. The imported work force would 
not strain local accommodation, and 
wouldn't add much of significance to 


the turnover of shops, ff the job had to 
be done in four months it would be a 
different story, but spread out over two 
years it would be about as placid, to the 
public, as the restoration program at 
Kingston has been. 



Phil Page, Service-Station Proprietor . 

It has to come. The environmental 
effect seems to be accurately stated in .t 
report. 

The airline concerned in maintaining an 
air-link with Australia is entitled to run 
a profit, which is impossible with the D 
It will be a more comfortable and much 
shorter flight. I don't think that it will 
have an adverse effect on the number of 
tourists visiting here. That is controlled 
by the number of accommodation beds 
available on the Island. 


More Opinions Inside 







"I really only wanted a.-few little*' 
baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last. 
Miltons had the lot.*.now we’ve got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we’ll get 
it all home...he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 


CHARLES: "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday..*" 


and here’s THE PLAN 


C*«.vV> 




MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


"Proud to be seconded," Says New Legal Adviser 


Mr. David Rumpit, 47, arrived on 
Norfolk Island last Tuesday to take up 
the appointment of Legal Adviser recent¬ 
ly vacated by John Newton. 

Mr. Rumpit's last assignment was 
with the Legislature Draft Division of 
the Attorney General's Office in Can¬ 
berra. "This involved drafting ordinan¬ 
ces and regulations for both the Internal 
and External Territories, ” he explained. 
During.the last two years, part of his 
time was spent in the Publications Divis¬ 
ion of the same office involving the pub¬ 
lication of Acts of Parliament and Stat¬ 
utory Instruments. 

As indicated in the last issue of the 
"News", a legal draftsman is a rare kind 
of animal. His job is first to convert an 
instruction from a department or body 
who will administer the proposed ordinan¬ 
ce or regulation, and convert this from 
layman's language to legal terms paying 
due attention to the style and form laid 
down by the Attorney General. The 
second stage is to check that the draft 
ordinance will have the required legal 
effect and does not contradict or reiter¬ 
ate existing ordinances. On completion 
of the second stage the drafted ordinance 
is checked for style-by the Attorney Gen¬ 
eral's Division, though the final form 
could be changed due to policy modificat¬ 
ion by the issuing department or body. 


Is his knowledge of legal draftsman¬ 
ship going to be of particular assistance 
to Norfolk Island? A pensively smiling 
Mr. Rumpit suggested that he might be 
able to streamline the drafts forwarded 
to Canberra, but the two-stage drafting 
procedure normally executed by the 
Attorney General’s Office would not be 
bypassed. 

So, what attracts the new Legal Advise 
er to Norfolk? He outlined the two main 
reasons. The first is that the appointment 
embraces almost the entire compass of 
legal activities; the second, the unique? 
ness of Norfolk, particularly aesthetically. 
"I am very proud," continued Mr.Rumpit,' 
"to have been seconded by the Austral- ; 
ian Government to the Norfolk Island 
Public Service and I am most eager to 
establish a good relationship with the 
people of Norfolk Island". 

Among the first tasks facing the new 



GOOD NEWS FOR PEOPLE ON RED ROAD — 
RICK QUINTAL, TELEPHONE UNESMAN, 
LAST WEEK LOADED UP HIS TRUCK WITH 
CABLES THAT WILL SOON BRING THE 


Legal Adviser will be the reorganisation ADVANTAGES (AND PROBLEMS) OF 
of his office — a situation precipitated by PHONE SERVICE TO YOUR AREA. 
Cyclone Alison — and to assist Mr. Ron 
Cihill from the Deputy Crown Solicitor’s 
Office, Canberra, the barrister taking 
the Appeals at the Supreme Court Sess¬ 
ions commencing here today. 

Mr. Rumpit’s interests include reading, 
walking and swimming. 

(The "News” wrongly had Mr. Rumpit': 
birthplace as Hungary. He was bom in 
Latvia and is a citizen of Australia.) 


The Island’s New Works Depot Begins to Take Form 



DUNCAN SANDERSON THREADS HIS BACKHOE BETWEEN COLUMNS 
RISING FOR THE NEW WORKS DEPOT BEING BUILT IN NEW CASCADE RD. 


The new Works Depot in New Cascade 
Rd. is beginning to show something for the 
effort put in so far. 

John Peters, project manager at the site 
for Broomhead Constructions, says that 
-bout 5,000 wheelbarrows of concrete 
have been turned out of the mixer and 
hand-wheeled to the boxing. 

Like most Norfolk jobs everyone works, 
and John takes his turn at the barrow 
along with foreman Peter Poole and hands 
)mar Mire, Wayne Schick, Alan Reynolds 


and Greg Corless. Wheeling, pouring, 
spreading and finishing are shared among 
the crew. 

The job is on schedule so far, in terms 
of binding requirements on the contract¬ 
or. Timber is proving a bit of a problem 
it’s hard to get, and it has to be racked 
and dried, then tanalised, then dried 
again. Drying takes about three months, • 
and there’s nothing that will accelerate 
the process. 


SUPREME COURT TODAY 

The Norfolk Island Supreme Court 
sittings-starting today will hear 11 
matrimonial matters, three appeals on 
criminal convictions, ten civil actions 
and nine probate cases. 

Mr. Justice Joske's intention is to call 
the list of cases this morning and proceed 
directly to all matrimonial matters that 
are undefended, hopefully resolving these 
before the day is over. 

Appeals on criminal convictions are 
expected to follow next. 

The sitting of the Court is scheduled to 
continue for up to seven days, with 
Mr. Justice Joske, Mrs. Joske and the 
rest of the party leaving Norfolk 
June 11th. 

G.&S.G.K. Made Money 

"Gilbert and Sullivan Go Kosher” made a 
profit of about $80 for the Norfolk Islarid 
Arts Council, not a loss of over $100 as 
thought earlier. 

As a branch of the Australian Arts 
Council, the Norfolk group have to send 
full details to head office; and head office 
Recounting procedures for determining ’ 
what is an expense, what should be subsldi* 
(sed, and other points, showed the show 
wfts a financial success. 

Attending the committee meeting that 
h«fard the good news last Tuesday were 
■Peter Middleton, Cathy O'Sullivan, 

Beryl Lackey, Gil Hitch, Joyce Ionn, Tim 
Lloyd, Sylvia Ryves and Ivan Milton. 

The Committee also discussed possible 
plans for a puppet show in October? for 
a Spanish dance team; for weekendjsiork- 
shops to help residents learn more about 
painting, drama, sculpture and pottery; 
and for film showings drawn from the 
Australian National Film Library. 

Members will be circularised to deter¬ 
mine the level of interest in the weekend 
workshop idea. 





This truck is one of the easiest to load 


and unload you ever saw. The cargo deck is 
fiat with no projecting wheel wells and 
only 620 mm (24 inches) above the ground, 
just above knee level. The low bed height 
reduces the lift in loading. Up to 550 kg 
(1,200 lb) can be carried in the 1,925 x 
1210 mm (76 x 48 inch) truck bed. Side 
and rear gates fold out to increase deck- 
size or can be removed quickly by hand. 
Tie-down hooks are fitted below the rear 
gate. Bars guard the rear cabin window, 
while monocoque construction and strong 
cargo decking assure stability even when 
carrying the heaviest loads. Powerful 
hydraulic brakes and big 5.00-10 4 ply 
rating tires add to driving safety. 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

i Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC ■ 28*9 














realise things are moving on. 

"I’m a bit deaf, ” said Louis with a 
smile, "so it won't affect me as much 
as others." 

"By the time they get here," said 
Charlotte, smiling too, "we'll probably 
be pushing up daisies." 

Ab Bathie , not directly under the 
flight path but close by, had strong 
views that are quoted in the "Inquiring * 
Photographer" feature. 

Gerry and Nancy Aafjes , Rooty Hill Rd.: 

"What can you do?" ashed Nancy. 

"The DC4s, won’t go on forever. The 
noise will be just for a minute, and then 
it's over." ,-fnni 

"We drive dozers all day, and at the ;!■' 
end of the day you can’t hear anything'. ' 
But the Island needs them, " ? said Gerry. 

"If we had only the ship, everyone 
would sell.up, there wouldn't be any 
future for the young, the hotels would 
close." 


come in in the morning, and they may do 
that. If they leave Sydney at about 8.00 
a.m., they should be here and gone by 

"The kids get perturbed, about the DC4 
now, especially kids that are visiting 


| What People Think: 


B.E. Christian-Bailey, Accommodation 
Proprietor . 

The Department is to be commended for 
the comprehensiveness of their investig¬ 
ations and the way it has been presented. 

It is important I feel, when reading the 
report not to get things out of proportion. 

If our tourist intake figures are to be 
limited as the Council proposes, we are un¬ 
likely to ever have the biggest and noisiest 
types of jet aircraft. Nor will any aircraft 
need to come here with such frequency as 
to constitute a nuisance. Or a danger to 
any building of historic or sentimental 
value, such as St. Barnabas Chapel. 


John Anderson. Duty-free Retailer . 

The upgrading of the Norfolk Island Air¬ 
port to pure jet standard and the effect to 
consider on the environment is horrifying. 
Norfolk Island is unique and cannot be 
treated as just another airport proposal. 
Noise Exposure Forecast contours do not 
apply as ambient noise level is not really 
considered. People do not seem to fully 
appreciate this problem. There is 
evidence to indicate It will have a 
serious effect upon bird life and an alter¬ 
native must be found. Why must we rush 
into something like this proposal at this 
stage? 


need the tourism. If it wasn't over our 
house it would be over someone else's. 

"If they can give assurance that there'll 
be no structural damage to the house, 
and if it doesn't become an international 
stopover 

Borrle Evans , whose home and "Islander 
Lodge" are in the flight path: "They've 
been talking about jets on Norfolk for 
20 years that I know of, and they aren't 
here yet. I'd like to see how the F27's 
go for six months or so, and see how 
they stand up. I don’t think we’ll get 
the jets." 

Louis and Charlotte Gondon , of Middle- 
gateRoad.: "There’s nothing you can do. 
It’s coming and there’s nothing to stop it. 
It's improvement, all the time. We've 
come to an age now where you must 


Ab Bathie, Councillor 
As far as I can ascertain from the read¬ 
ings taken during the demonstration . 
flight of the 737 here 2 years ago, tHr 
sound level figures they give in this 
current statement must be inaccurate. 

The permissable noise levels set down for 
this Island seem to exceed those permittee 
by a city as large as New York. 

The natural resources of the earth, inclti ’ 
ing the air, water, land, flora and fauna 
must be safeguarded for the benefit of 
present and future ger-rations through' 
careful planning or management, as 
appropriate. If people living here are 
not prepared to protect the Island they 
then become part of the problem that the 
Island will Inevitably have to face. 

The second instalment of our inter¬ 
view with John Newton-had to be 
postponed and will appear shortly. 


REACTIONS TO JETPORT PLAN: Homeowners Copping 
the Worst are Among the Most Philosophical 


All Norfolk will bfe affected one way or v 
another if plans for upgrading the airfield 
to handle big jets are carried through. t 

But a few families, directly under the t 
■landing and takeoff path, will take the 
brunt of the noise problem. 

How do they feel about it? The News 
asked some of them, and here’s what they 
g said. 

Ig Les Semple , ? whose family operate 
’Panorama Court: "Tourism is the only 
thing the Island’s got to depend on, and 
f jets are the only answer. I hope they'll • 
have a quiet one, but we’ll just have to 
put up with it. I know Dad feels the same 
way." 

Bruce Cree , whose lovely home is right at 
the end of the runway: "I don't know how 
loud it will be. The DC4 is annoying at 
this stage, particularly in mid-afternoon. 

If jets do come in I'd sooner see them 


who aren't used to it. • j 

"I don't think big jets are the right 
type of aircraft for Norfolk Island, 
though I think I could possibly live with it. 

"I haven't really made up my mind, 
without experiencing it. " , j .- ; . r ^ .. 

Robyn Graham, of Rooty Hill JRoad.,; . 
"It's hard to say, but what's the altern¬ 
ative? The DC4’s won't last, and we 




Social,school &club news 

EDITED BY WENDY McGUINNESS 


The Squash Club begins a new series of 
* competition matches next week, with all 
players being handicapped according to 
their ability. There will be a list of 
current members and players on the notice 
board at the Squash Court on Monday 
morning. All those Interested in playing 
in the new series are requested to write their 
.Aames on the list along with the nights they 
prefer to play. 


\ 

WIVES AND MOTHERS CLUB 

The next General Meeting of the Wives 
and Mothers Club will be at the Leagues 
Club on Thursday, 12th June, at 8.00 p.m. 

Pastor Sills will be along on that even¬ 
ing to show his extremely interesting 
films on the ancient cities of the Holy- 
Land. Any ladies who are not members 
but would like to come along are urged to 
do so. For members the competition for 
the evening will be a poster suitable for 
hanging on the,playcentre walls. This 
can be a painting or cut-out poster and 
should be a large one as the playcentre 
walls are vast and empty. 



It Wasn’t All History 
For Sydney High's Boys 


Called on the Sydpey Boys High Histor¬ 
ical team on Wednlj|<fay last to see what 
they thought of us here and met a really 
terrific bunch of ywfig men. They were 
very friendly-and funity and were bursting 
with comments abojjj Norfolk. They have 
all had a marvellouf time here, and 
judging by the stream of pretty young 
girls in tow, it waSyf all spent delving 
in Norfolk's history, 

"Terrific," said Rhys Banwell of 
Maroubra, Sydney. "And the girls are all 
pretty." 

"Do we have to go?" said David Musgrove, 
15 of Coogee. David also captained the 
football team which well and truly 
defeated our local school team last 
Wednesday at 39-11. 

"Much, much better than living in 
Sydney," said Eavjd .Atcheson frorti Manly, 
"The kids who livq; hfcre don't know how 
well off they are. ; Who needs television, 
crime, drugs etc,, when you can have all 


this?" 

Alastair Walton from Darling Point in 
Sydney, said you feel free here compared 
to Sydney, there's so much space. 

They returned to Sydney on Sunday, 
with the parting words, "Wouldn't It be 
fun if all history assignments were like 
this." 

In the picture from left to right are; 
Chris Burke, Ian Smith, David Atcheson 
Robert Scott and David Musgrove. 



Qoo! At School Today - 

PHOTOSTORY 
by Wendy McGiiinness 
There was great excitement at the school 
on Thursday when visiting magician Mr. 
Magic (or Stan Hull as he prefers to be 
known off stage) gave a free performance 
to the chilcken, all 300 of them. 

Mr. Hull is a good conjuror, which the 
somewhat sceptical older boys soon dis¬ 
covered. With the help of the ladies of the 
teaching staff he demonstrated card tricks, 
disappearing acts and brilliant sleight-of- 


hand. He is a comic conjuror and highly 
amusing. His visit here was not origin¬ 
ally a professional one, and he has been 
generous in giving time- to amuse both the 
senior citizens last Tuesday and the 
children on Thursday afternoon and even¬ 
ing. 

I talked to him at hj| hotel last Tuesday 
about his life as a magician, which has 
been very intetesting, Hfc was bom in 
Blackpool in England 01.years ago, and 
began conjuring when hp was 10 years old, 
when he gave concerts in his back yard at a 
penny a ticket. The proceeds of these 


concerts went towards equipment for 
further acts. When he became a profess¬ 
ional entertainer Stan spent the war years 
entertaining the troops with such famous 
comedians as Arthur Askey and Ian 
Carmichael. After the war he migrated 
to New Zealand, where he has lived and 
worked ever since. He is married and has 
2 children and 4 grandchildren. 

The above picture shows an astonished 
Vanessa Cooper and Heidee Pereira with 
Mr. Magic at the school on Thursday 
afternoon. The face full of wonder on the 
right belongs to Robyn Burrell. 





Letters 


If voters and their elected Advisory 
Council cannot accept King George 
V's 1914 Order in Council placing the 
Island under the authority of the 
Australian Commonwealth Government 
then how can they accept Queen 
Victoria's 1856 Order in Council (made 
lawful by the Australian Waste Land 
Act of 1855) placing the Island under 
the authority of the Governor of N. S.W.? 
That authority empowered the N. S. W. 
Governor's land grants to the 1856 
immigrants from Pitcairn Island. 

G, E. tlROOK. 


Wotild you refrain from reading the works 
of Samuel Clerntni because he signed them 
"Mark Twain” of tndsfe of Mary Ann Evans 
because she signfed them "George Eliot"? 

People elect to use pseudonyms for a 
variety of persorial and circumstantial 
reasons and their decision to remain anon¬ 
ymous cannot detract from the quality of 
the opinion they have expressed. 

Why cut yourself off from sources of 
potentially valuable opinion by categor¬ 
ically refusing to publish their letters? 
Wouldn’t it be better simply to apply your 
editorial discretion to all letters signed or 
unsigned. 

Navi Notlim, or if you prefer, 

IVAN MILTON. 


EDITOR’S NOTE : 

Once in a while an anonymous letter is 
written by a good person with something 
useful to say who has good reason to want 
to remain anonymous. But not often. 

Most anonymous letters (anywhere, not 
just Norfolk) are written to sling mud at 
someone and duck quickly into the 
bushes. 

If a Samuel Clemens appears in the 
post box we’ll make an exception to the 
policy. Meanwhile we're glad to have 
letters from people willing to stand up 
for their views, like Ivan. 


..and the editor heard 

"The page size and that kind of paper” 
(in the N.I, News) "is really great. At 
last we have something to wrap the 
garbage in...." -- Chloe Gray. 

"Has it got big type, or little type? 
Little? Then I don't even want to see it. 
I've lost my specs ...." -- Kitchen hand 
at the Paradise. 


editorial 


Australia’s plan to upgrade the Norfolk 
airport is, first of all, a splendid and 
generous proposal. 

While mainland airports are bound by the 
Department of Transport's policy that they 
must be 80% self supporting, the Depart¬ 
ment of the Capital Territory is saying 
"Norfolk Is a special case. We'll try to 
fit it Into our own budget. ” 

However else the Island reacts to the 
plan, we should recognise Australia's 
generosity and appreciate it. 

The purpose of the gift is to maintain our 
air services, on which the Island's present- 
day economy depends. Few on Norfolk 
would seriously prefer slipping back to 
the days of isolation and the bean fields., 

Some will say the gift is a Trojan Horse,, 
designed to increase Australia's grip on 
Norfolk Island; but it is difficult to see 
how Australia would have one whit more 
control over Norfolk, after spending 
$5 million, than it has right now. 

Should we then set all worry aside, ant} 
accept the gift gratefully? Not quite yet. 

WE SHOULD HAVE THOUGHT for those 
whose homes will be worst afflicted by 
noise. Many of them, when the News 
talked with thetn, took the sort of 
attitude Robyn Graham did: "If it's not . 
over our house, it would be over • 
someone else's." That kind of commun- ; 
ity spirit should not go unrecognised. 

WE SHOULD LISTEN to the environ¬ 
mentalists. It is possible that they are 
panicking. But Governments have been 
known to say "not to worry" when there 


Public Meeting 
to debate the Depart¬ 
ment of the Capital 
Territory Report on 
upgrading the Air¬ 
port: 

Rawson Hall 
2.30pm 

Next Saturday 

Copies of the Environmental Impact 
Statement are available at the Ad¬ 
ministration offices in Kingston, and 
at the Library, Customs Office and 
Post Office. 

After the public meeting the views 
of individuals and organisations may 
be submitted by 7 July to the Depart¬ 
ment of the Environment, P. O. Box 
1937, Canberra City A.C.T. 2601, 
marked "Attention - Impact Assess¬ 
ment Branch." 


was really lots to worry about -- and 
environmentalists have in some places 
kept communities from making irrever¬ 
sible mistakes. So let’s give them a good 
hearing. 

WE SHOULD ENQUIRE, if it is practical 
to do so, whether there is (or soon will be) 
some preferable and feasible type of air¬ 
craft. Being realistic, it may not be 
practical to make such an enquiry. 
Conducted properly, it would require 
time and a lot of money. Australia isn't 
interested in making such an enquiry — 
it says simply that the Norfolk plane must 
for economic reasons be one in the exist¬ 
ing Australian fleet. If Norfolk residents 
want to make such an enquiry, they will 
need to plan it and finance it at once. 
Waving cuttings from aviation publications 
In the air won't achieve a thing. 

WE SHOULD RECOGNISE that a jetport 
could be the thin edge of the wedge of 
mass tourism. The Council, the 
Tourist Board, the Department of the 
Capital Territory and the people of 
Norfolk should recognise this threat, 
assess it thoughtfully, and take the 
steps necessary to prevent it. General 
reassurances that "no one wants to 
spoil Norfolk" aren’t good enough. 

What is needed is absolute control of 
immigration and of tourist beds (all 
tourist beds, not just those recognised by 
the Tourist Board) -- and this control 
should be exercised locally, by people 
who think of Norfolk Island as home, 
and not as an exercise in administration. 



"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Contributors this issue Bruce 
Cree, Alice Howard, Wendy 
McGuinness, Michael Moran, Roger 
Newman, Helen Payne, Colin Rich¬ 
ardson, Henry Smith. 

Type, Shelley Buffett and Jan Pear- 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A14 p.a. posted to 
Australia, $A21 to New Zealand, 

$A25 elsewhere — shortened if 
postage rates rise. 

Advertising rates on request. 

Letters and contributions are welcome 
but anonymous letters are not printed. 



On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
■i Norfolk Island's most . 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have d irect ■ contac t 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS & GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
'AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 

,.SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK—JUNE 2-8 frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Frl7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 
(Music Hall) 

10.05 Short Story 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12.05 Big Band Sound 

1.15 Close 

7.00 Special Program 
(50 years of Royal 
Broadcasting) 

10.00 Close. 

TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10.05 Sports Magazine 

11.15 Brothers in Law 
(Comedy) 

12.05 Outback Adventures 

1.15 Methodist 
•1.45 Close 
WEDNESDAY 
,7.00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 


10.05 My Word (Panel 
Game) 

10.45 Hospital Program 
12.05 Internat'l Roundup 

I. 15 Close 
THURSDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.00 Music (Kathy) 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Frankie Howard 

(Comedy) 

II. 00 Request Program 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 

1.45 Close 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (SyliVa) 

9.15 Dr. F's Casebook 
10.05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

I. 45 Close 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 


12.00 Local News 
12.05 Top of the Pops 
1.00 World News 

1.15 Request.Program 
2.00 Saturday Af'noon 

Program including 
Race coverage start¬ 
ing at 4.00 p. m. 
SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Daphne) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 

6.00 The Glums 

(Comedy Repeat) 

6.45 Childrens'story 
7.00 Magician's Nephew 

(Ivan reads children's 
story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 China (9) 

8.30 Feature - Liszt 

9.15 Carmina Burana 
(Music) 

10. 00 Close 


Radio Feature Tonight 

Tonight at 7.00 p.m., Norfolk Island 
Broadcasting Service are taking the 22nd 
anniversary of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II to celebrate 50 years Of 
Royal Broadcasting. 

The programme will feature the first 


radio speech by a British Monarch, the 
abdication of His Majesty Edward VIII, 
special events from World War II, con¬ 
cluding with extracts from the marriage 
ceremony of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Anne at Westminster Abbey in 1973. 

Also featured will be a variety of music 
and humour from the period between 1924 
and 1974. 


MUSIC IN LONDON 
by Michael Moran. 

Domenico Scarlatti was certainly 
the most outstanding keyboard com¬ 
pose! of his century. He was also 
regarded as a brilliant harpsichord¬ 
ist, combining both passionate style 
and exquisite finesse. Born in Naples 
on October 26, 1685 he travelled 
extensively, living in and visiting 
Venice and Rome, Lisbon Seville and 
Madrid. Most of his 550 Sonatas 
were written late in life for a Port¬ 
uguese, Princess Maria Barbara. 

She took him with her to Spain when 
she married the heir to the Spanish 
throne, Fernando VI in 1729. 

Scarlatti died in Madrid on July 23, 
1757 leaving 13 sumptuously bound 
volumes of Sonatas for the use of the 
Queen. They were decorated in gold 
and coloured inks, marking the titles, 
tempos, etc., and bound in red 
morocco with the combined arms of 
Spain and Portugal tooled in gold on 
the cover. Such exquisite pleasure 
to practice using music of such 
material and spiritual opulence. 

Ralph Kirkpatrick, the definitive 
authority on the composer,has 
written: 

"This music ranges from the courtly 
to the savage, from a well-nigh 
saccharine urbanity to an acrid 
violence. He has captured the click 



of castanets,the thud of muffled 
drums, the harsh bitter wail of gypsy 
lament, the overwhelming gaiety of 
the village band, and above all the 
wiry tension of the Spanish dance." 

If you wish to sample a selection 
of the Sonatas (they are usually 
short but finely detailed, concen¬ 
trated exotic essences like perfumes 
of the Spanish Moors ...) there are 
two stunning records from which to . 
choose. 

Gustav Leonhardt, the greatest 
harpsichordist of our time, plays a 
group which covers early and late, 
works. The sonority of the harp¬ 
sichord is perfectly matched to the 
music (a copy by Martin Skrowroneck 
after J. D. Duelcken 1745) and is 
overwhelmingly evocative. The 
playing mingles elegance of style 
with the heavy breath of passion - 
you feel in direct contact with the 
mercurial temperament of this man - 
I gasped with excitement. Domenico 
Scarlatti Ten Sonatas released on 
BASF Harmonla Mundi BAC 3068 . 

The other recording you must 
consider is by Ralph Kirkpatrick 
himself. My quotation from his 
book reveals his understanding and 
approach to the music. This record¬ 
ing may be more readily available 
than the Leonhardt and is equally 
stunning. ARCHIV (DGG) 2533 0 72 . 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 1 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and M Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, or David Deakln at World 
Traders._ 

AID, INFO AND ADVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 



TOURIST BUREAU'S MINI-OFFICE 


day the Bureau does not open in the 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all hours. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat¬ 
ions. _ 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News,_P. O. Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. . 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because ^Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams aje delivered on Norfolk 
by the ubiquitous Merv Buffett (Dave 
South is handling this until Merv returns 
in mid-June) -i- a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLAC E 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and " 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex. 



i4c“r 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 




I 



Electronics Australia , the country’s, 
largest-selling electronics and 
High Fidelity magazine, says — 

"FROM A CAT'S PURR TO A CUSH OF CYMBALS! 



Entirely New Realm of Stereo Cassette Deck 
with Sony's New Ferri-chrome Tape , Dolby * NR system 
and Ferrite & Ferrite Head 
— Quality Sound, True Versatility — 


The navy Sony TC-137SD comes with a host of attractive refine¬ 
ments t^ satisfy the most demanding listeners. The first feature 
is Sony'| newly developed Ferri-chrome cassette tape utilization, 
adopting advantages of both conventional high quality cassette 
tape an^ |he chromium dioxide cassette tape. Thanks to the Ferri- 
chrome ‘Jape, extended wide dynamic range with rich bass and 
treble tqbe and excellent frequency response can now be yours. 
Qther desirables are Dolby* NR system and Sony's precisely engi¬ 
neered Ferrite ft Ferrite head. Due to the Dolby NR system tape 
hiss is cut to point where It is imperceptible. Ferrite ft Ferrite head 


assures wear-proof tapu-to-head contact. Other advantages In 
elude: limiter circuit for peak level suppression and peak level 
indicator for wide range recording; complete auto stop at the em’ 
of the tape; greatly reduced wow and flutter of 0.07%. You can 
mix microphone and line sources at will with the large separaie 
volume controls. All this is presented as the result of Sony'c 
accumulated experience in audio equipment engineering anc 
production. The TC-137SD delivers stereo high fidelity that com 
pares with many open-reel recorders, Hear it soon. You'll be giat 
you did. 

•The word Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories, Inc 


Research M„akes the Difference 

SONY; 


SeVMl authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
ar$ empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 


© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News. 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nocil 7 ruvo 7 on O (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UiLN I UATu I *0U am XO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm --sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs., .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




COV) BARRETTS 


Suits 

Blazers 

Trouser? 

LONPONTALORED 



DAKS- 

for men, ask any woman 



u 


m ^ f A \ 

jf‘ ' -i\ ; ’ 

• BALLANTYNE 

• Me GEORGE 

• COX MOORE 
•PETER SCOTT ^ 

Top English and Scottish 
KNITWEAR at Barretts 


■ Deep Moisturizing Cleanser 

■ Toning Skin Freshener 

■ Enriched Penetrating Moisture Creme 

■ Deep Care Creme 

■ Equalizing Moisture Creme 

■ Gentle Eye Care Creme 

■ Wash-off Creme Refining Masque 



NEW 

at Barretts 



Created to, care 
for the most precious skins. 



Help your 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
. Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
I Film. Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY - 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club ' 

Darts, R. S. L. Club 
! WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm j 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel . T: 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner. Bran ka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY - 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel' ' 1 ' 
Housie, R. S. L. Club ' 

(All events open to vlsltoip,^ 
Booking advised by 4.30 if 
meals involved. Inquiries, 

N. I. Tourist Bureau, Burnt Fine.) 

Org'n secretaries! events for 
next week’s list must reach the 
News by 1pm Friday. 


HEALTH, SHIPSHAPE, HAIR. 


7'vV 

ift ■ • 

5 

P/ \- COSMETICS and 
[■;.rV\ ■ PERFUMES 



\p-n v \ Christian Dior 
Estee Lauder 

XI 


PERFUMES Revlon 

HEALTH : - Innoxa 

^ at Barretts ^ r4ax Factor 

Elizabeth Arden 
Avon 


AFTER SHAVES 
Eau Savage 
Aramis : : 

Monsieur Rochas 
Moustache : 
English Leather 
Faberge - West 
Guerlain 
4711 -TO 






ES-2000 Two-channel SoundMateg 

System Stereo 

Pioneer's ES-2000 puts it all together: everything you need for a 
compact home stereo system-a receiver, a turntable «nd a pair of 
speaker systems. The perfect team for home entertainment: easy 
. operation combined with superb performance, each component 
made for each other. And with the ES-2000's all-separate design, 
you can lay it out to fit any interior. 

Functionally versatile receiver is the heart*tif the ES-2000. Quasi¬ 
complementary SEPP power amplifier defers 34 watts of solid 
music power IIHF, 8n|. FM signal-to-noiSe ratio is 70d8, FM tun¬ 
ing sensitivity 2.5 mV (IHF). The tuning dial is equally calibrated 
and complemented by a signal-strength tuning meter for precise 
tuning. You also get the pleasant bonus of MIC mixing—simply 
plug in a microphone, and sing along with your favorites. Into 
quadraphonic-type ‘surround sound'? Go add a pair of speaker 



flections, Vou can also quadralize conventional stereo sources. 
Precision-engineered turntable of the belt-drive type features auto 
Return and eutd cUk for effortless handling. Test-proven four-pole 
synchronous motor rotates the 12-inch die-cast aluminum platter 
hreciselV. srHoothlV- the accurate-tracking, sensitive S-shaped tone- 
arm his a fc>lut)-in type headshell. There are also a moving-magnet 
type cartridge fdr high fidelity disc reproduction and a direct- 
readout counterweight for easy stylus pressure adjustment, 
byhamic speaker systems specially designed for the ES-2000 are 
finely honed, balanced and smooth. Both are the two-way, two- 
speaker type, each featuring a'6-5/16-inch woofer for solid lows 
and a uniquely designed 3-1 /8-inch cone tweeter for pristine highs. 
All precisely assembled in efficient bass-reflex type enclosures 
with elegantly finished rosewood cabinets that will match any 
decor. 



Stereo Cassette Deck 


• Built-in Dolby "NR system • Independent bias/equalizer tape selectors • Full 
auto-stop mechanism •Skip button for easy cueing • LEO peak indicator plus 

ovar-level limiter for distortion-free and easy recording • Memory rewind 

twitch BTapa running pilot lamp 

System/Motor: Stereo, compact cassette, recording & playback: electronically 
controlled DC motor Wow & flutter: <0.12% IWRMS) S/N ratio: 58dB (Dol¬ 
by on. normal tape) Frequency response: 30-16.000Hz (chrome lapel Dlmen- 
atana: 15-5/8" (Wl x 3-3/4" (HI x 9-1/2" ID! Weight: 10 lb 9 oz 


Four-channel SouncMates 

Four-Channel System 

The Prelude-4000A brings all the excitement of concert hall music 
into your living room with stunning realism. Everything you need 
for four-channel is here—in a package that can't be beat for per¬ 
formance or style. Beautifully designed, the Prelude-4000A is sure 
to add drama to the decor of any listening room. 

Value-packed receiver forms,the "control center" of the Prelude- 
4000A, packing a full 38 watts (IHF, 8f2l of music power. Choose 
from any of the four-channel sources (RM, SQ, discrete), or uti¬ 
lize conventional stereo sources for either conventional stereo or 
simulated four-channel listening. AM/FM? The tuner section of the 
receiver is easy to operate, includes a signal-strength meter for pre¬ 
cise tuning and offers both high sensitivity and excellent signal-t- 
noise ratio. You also have-the bonus of MIC mixing—simply plug • 
in a microphone, and sing with the stirs. 



Easy-operation turntable -eatures auto return and auto cut for vir¬ 
tually effortless record handling. The 12-inch aluminum alloy die- 
cast platter is belt-driven, quiet and smooth, with wow and flutter 
less than 0.15%. A moving-magnet type cartridge with a diamond 
stylus is mounted on an accurate-tracking and S-shaped tonearm to 
ensure true-to-life reproduction fidelity. 

Living-presence speaker systems deliver breathtaking "surround 
sound.” In rosewood-finish cabinets, you can lay them out any¬ 
where in the listening room. The front speaker systems (2-way, 
2-speaker) and the rear speaker systems (full-range) are a cinch to 
please the listener with stunning sound all around. 
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NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to lp.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority N.l. Need 

Peaceful, unspoilt, restful to the 
eye, remote, historic -- Norfolk is 
all those things, for visitors and for 
those who live here. 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the goad causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk island Hospital, 

As we hope visitors won't hive to 
learn by personal experience, the hos* 
oital is well run. It's small, and simp* 
e'.in some medical ways, but it pro- 
'ides a great service for all. Like all 
tospitals, it depends on grants and 
ubsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
’our visit should make you wish there 
vere something you might do for the 
sland community in return, a contribut- 
on to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
nay be forwarded to the News at P.O. 
lox 285. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

:A THOLIC : 

vlass when Father Des Scanlon is on 
he Island, every day at 5.30 p. m. 
Additional masses on Sunday at 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip G id ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S'. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston,) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1.100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 

8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 

Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 

Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


Norfolk Island News -- Holiday Lift-Out 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 

METHODIST ; 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 




Crew that Work the Ships 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

Many "Bounty" Names In 

While youbeVon Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea'than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
. operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspect* the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens It up. aridubroadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers bead for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
. and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage- 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k?gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


lighterage system may seem primitive. 
The men who work it almost all have 
other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 

\ 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 

times get*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're.fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 






Norfolk 


LET'S HETR6GRESS 
An author who has held my admirat¬ 
ion for many years is Mr. E. White 
who used to write the "Talk of the Town" 
for "The New Yorker". He is now retired 
on his farm in Allen Cove, Maine in the 
U. S. but writes an occasional piece from 
there to give city dwellers a taste of 
rural life. Mr. White wrote childrens' ■ 
books too including the controversial 
best-seller, "Stuart Little" - one U. S. 
state banned it because they didn't feel 
i mouse (who is Stuart) should be given 
human attributes and "Charlotte's Web" 

In his "The Points of My Compass" 
there is a lovely passage which seems so 
applicable to Norfolk Living. "As a 
man who tries to keep his level of liv¬ 
ing high, I find it necessary to walk 
steadily back downhill where we all used 
to be. I still live fairly high on the hog, 
but it takes an unfaltering spirit of re¬ 
trogression to accomplish it. The min¬ 
ute I follow the crowd, my standard of , 
living goes doWn." 

Even E. B. White would be envious of 
the Norfolk life style - it is unique in the 
whole world and we must preserve it. • 
Have you been out hunting for wild yellow 
guava this past week? 



little 

chat 

with 


One of the most common and easily 
grown herbs is mint. In olden times 
it was credited with considerable med¬ 
icinal value and is mentioned in the 
New Testament. The Good House¬ 
wife's Handmaid published in 1588 
stated 'Mintes put into milk, it ney- 
ther suffereth the same to curde, nor 
to become thick, insomuch that layed 
in curded milke, this would bring the 
same thinne againe.' 

Today we most commonly use it as 
mint sauce with lamb or with boiled 
new potatoes but here are some other 



ways of using this delicious fragrant 
herb. 

FRIED MINT CHICKEN Serves 8 
4 cloves of garlic finely chopped 
4 ozs. butter 
2-2i lb. chickens 
\ cup plain flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
i teaspoon pepper . 
i cup fresh mint leaves.. 

Fry garlic in butter until golden, re¬ 
move from the pan. Cut chickens 
into 4 pieces and dip into seasoned 
flour. Saute or fry the pieces in the 
garlic butter until they are tender. 
Remove from heat add mint leaves 
cover the pan and allow the mixture 
to stand for approximately 3 minutes. 
Arrange chicken on a serving platter 
and serve hot with creamy mashed 
potatoes and minted peas. 

FRENCH STYLE PEAS 
Shell li lbs. fresh peas or use 8-12 oz. 
frozen peas. Wash the heart of a 
lettuce and arrangt.it in a saucepan,' , 
add the peas, 1 dessertspoon chopped 
spring onions, 2 teaspoons dried mint 
or 3 of fresh, a pfiich each of salt 
and sugar and a few pieces of butter. 

Put the lid on the saucepan and place 
over very low heat. Shake the pan 
now and again. Five to seven min¬ 
utes Is usually sufficient cooking time. 
Serve the peas and spring onions with 
cooked lettuce - delicate and delic¬ 
ious. (I sometimes use the outside 
leaves of the lettuce instead of the 
heart - makes the lettuce go a long 
way.) 

MINT & CHEESE DRESSING FOR 
BAKED POTATOES 
To make this delicious dressing for 
baked potatoes, take 3 teasp. of fresh 
or 2 teasp. dried mint and 1 packet of 
cream cheese, and pound a small clove 
of garlic (and the fresh mint, if used). 
Mix well. Wash and dry some potatoes, 
rub well with vegetable oil, and bake 
in hot oven (400 degrees) till tender. 
Remove the potatoes from the oven, 
slit the tops with a knife and squeeze 
their sides slightly. Spoon the cheese 
dressing over them and serve hot. 


Have you tried serving sliced cucumber 
with a tangy mint sauce..the type you 
use for your lamb. Try it sometime - 
it is a simple addition to any meal and 
delightful as a salad. Remember to 
serve it very cold. 


living 


Behan’s worth knowing 


"BRENDAN BEHAN" by Ulick O’Connor 
Reviewed by Henry Smith. 

Every stage Irishman is represented as 
an oversized, uncouth, hard-drinking, 
womanising, silver-tongued rogue who 
despite his many faults has an unshakable 
devotion to the Sacred Heart and fast- 
running grey-hounds. As a good Irish¬ 
man myself I realise this is not correct 
in nine cases out of ten; but it can 
certainly be applied to Brendan Behan 
who was both a caricature of a stage 
Irishman as well as an Irishman who 
wrote for the stage. Ulick O'Connor's 
book "Brendan Behan”, published by\ 
Hamish Hamilton and recently acquired 
by the Library, gives what must be the 
fairest biography yet written of that 
self-destructive genius. 

Well educated as a child, both at home 
and in the mixture of street and pub that 
serves as the school of the world for so 
many Dubliners, he spent the seven 
years between sixteen and twenty-three 
in various prisons for his unsuccessful 
participation In the I.R.A. movement. 

As a revolutionary he was a dismal 
failure, but he turned his prison exper¬ 
iences to good use in his early auto¬ 
biography "Borstal Boy" and'the stage 
play "The Quare Fellow". These success¬ 
es were followed up by "The Hostage", 
"Moving Out and A Garden Party" and 
"Hold your Hour and have Another", the 
title of this last being an untranslatable 
pun on Dublin pronounciation. 

Excessive drinking (he was always full 
at his own plays) and diabetes caught up 
with him with the inevitable result that 
he burnt himself out and died at forty- 
one. But what a burning out - compared 
"to the average writer the trail he left was 
that of a moon-rocket side-by-side with 
a penny hunger. My only personal meet¬ 
ing with him was as a student having a 
quiet pint in Davey Byrne's pub and mind¬ 
ing my own business and being abused by 
a drunken Behan for being in the way of 
his peripatetic stumblings in search of 
the door - an impossible man but none 
the less a genius in his writings. 

Apart from>eing a good and fair- 
minded biography, this book is not only 
worth reading for it's own sake but chief¬ 
ly because it may stimulate the reader 
to beg, borrow or steal some of the works 
of the man himself. You won't regret it. 













HERE'S THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM FOR ANNIVERSARY DAY 


9.00 a.m. Assemble at Kingston 
Pier. 9.45 Re-enactment of landing , 
8th June, 1856 . Landing Party: 
about 30 descendants of Pitcairners 
who came to Norfolk Island. Boat's 
Crew: local residents. Receiving 
Party: His Honour the Administrator 
Air Commodore E.T. Picketd and 
Mrs. E. T. Pickerd (as Mr. ahd Mrs. 
Stewart), Mr. W; Randall, O. B.E. 

(as Captain Denham R» hi.). 

10.00 Procession leaves fdt (Ceno¬ 
taph^ Parade Leaderst Norfolk 
Island Children. Markers: Jbhn 
Adams, Gaven Snell (Christian 
descendant), Tony Nobbs. Adult 
Section Markers: Mr. D. Christian, 
Mr. S. Christian, Mr. K. Nobbs. 
Parade Controllers: Mr. B. McCoy, 
Mr. E. Snell, Mr. Geo Adams, 

Mr. E. Graham. 

At Cenotaph National Anthem 
Laying of Wreaths: Mrs. Ben (Aunt 
Nin) Christian escorted by Tony 
Nobbs and Ann McCoy and any who 
wish to do so. Procession then leaves 
for Cemetery. 

At Cemetery Hymn "O God our 
help in ages past" Prayer of John 
Adams read by Mrs. Pat Adams 
The Lord's Prayer Laying of a 
Wreath: Mrs. Steve (Aunt Gran) 
Quintal, escorted by Russell Kil- 
bourne and Jane Evans. Hymn - 
"In the Sweet Bye and Bye", 

Laying of a wreath: Mrs. George 
Bailey, escorted by Ian Buffett and 
Juliette Yager. Hymn - "Let the 
Lower Lights be Burning", Laying 
of a wreath: Norfolk Island League 
Representative, escorted by John 


McCoy and Linda Snell. 

Benediction: Mr. Roy Nobbs, i 
Pitcairn Anthem . 

Wreaths will be placed on 
Ancestors Graves by descendants 
during the singing of hymns. 

Those in Uniform and Old Fashion 
Clothing will proceed to Government 
House* 

At Government House : Hymn - 
"Ship of Fame" verses sung by Mr. 
George Quintal. 

Old Fashion Dress : Families 
dressed in old fashion clothing to be 
judged at Government House. 

Presentation - 12.45 p. m .: 

Historical Rock, by Mr. Stanton, Air 
New Zealand to the people of Norfolk 
Island. 

Bounty Picnic - 1.00 p, m .: Site as 
announced at 8.00 a.m. over Radio 
Norfolk. "Grace" will be sung before 
lunch. Cricket will be played during 
the afternoon - "Bounty Boys" v. 
Allcomers." 

Bounty Ball - Rawson Hall 8.30 p. m . 
(No admission charge).. 

Master of Ceremonies: Tom Lloyd, 
George Quintal. Group Leaders; 
Children, E. Snell (Christian descend¬ 
ant) 1st; Men, G. Pat Adams 2nd; 
Period Costume, E. Graham (Buffett 
descendant) 3rd. Escorts: Karenne 
Quintal, Debra Nobbs, Carolynne 
Douran, Michael Nobbs, Peter Evans. 
9.00 p, m, .* Parade of those in cost¬ 
ume. Hymn - "Ship of Fame”, "In 
the Sweet Bye and Bye", "Oakleigh" 
verses sung by Norfolk children. 

Benediction : Mr. Roy Nobbs. 


Eight pairs of children will honour their 
forefathers from Pitcairn on Bounty day, 
laying wreaths on graves at Kingston 
cemetery. 

They are Anne McCoy and John McCoy; 
Margaret Christian and Nicholas . 
Christian; Nadine Butterfield and Adan 
Butterfield, for the Young family; 
Marylln Quintal and Michael Quintal; 
John Adams and Diana Adams; Vanita 
Buffett and Craig Buffett; Cheryl Nobbs 
and Michael Nobbs; Jane Evans and 
Paul Evans. 


It'll All Be On TV 

Bill Steller, directing the ABC tele¬ 
vision coverage of the Bounty Day 
Celebrations, revealed the form that 
television viewers would see the 
production. 

Bill Peach, the ABC TV CHANNEL 2 
T.D. T. programme frontman will be 
introducing a new 13 programme series 
entitled Peach's Australia. Each 
programme will investigate the geograph¬ 
ical, historical, socialogical and ethnical 
aspects of a variety of Antipodean loc¬ 
ations. 

"The Intention," explained Mr. Steller 
and unit manager Joe Knatchbull "is to 
use the Bounty Day events as the thread 
In the development of Norfolk Island. 

This will enable us to incorporate 
happenings and developments right back 
to Norfolk's discovery by Captain Cook 
in 1774." 

The time between now and the Bounty 
Day Celebrations will be spent conduct¬ 
ing interviews, aerial photography, 
sequence filming and link co-ordination. 

Bill Steller directed the ABC television 
coverage of the Royal Visit during the 
Bi-Centenary Celebrations last year. 





AND PAM AND TONY AND MAI... 


AND DEBBIE AND KERRY 
(ROBERTSON) & DEBRA.,, 



AND LOUISE AND CHERYL 
AND KEN AND DENISE AND 
EVEN DANIEL, 


Away Fi?in r lt All. 

"Get away from it all" has been'a 
catch phrase In the, tourist industry of ; ; ; 
Norfolk Island for a number of years. ; 

In the past few years, with the increase 
in the number of tourists, hire cars, 
telephones and duty free shops, the pace 
of life for both the local residents and 
tourists has increased 50 that this phrase 
is losing much of its meaning. 

One method to "get away from it all‘ r 
is on horse back. Norfolk Island is now 
being catered for very well in this field 
and the sight of Kaye Wood and her 
string of horse riders is a common sight 
through Burnt Pine and the back tracks 
of the Island, 

Bobby Lloyd, at her property "Spring* 
field Park" has taught many young 
people on Norfolk Island the basics of 
horse riding and horse handling. 

Bobby says that she hopes to improve 
the standard of horses on the island and 
to this end she has started a program of 
breeding from local and imported stock. 
"I have 3 mares in foal at present to 
Nuggett, the Anglo-Arab stallion owned 
by John Ryves," reports Bobby, "and the 
first is due in June". 

On;the "Port de France" from New 
Zealand on Saturday were 4 horses that 
Bobby has imported. One is a half Arab 
and another is part Arab whilst the other 
two are a Pinto and. a Roan. 

With these new arrivals together with 
the horses that she already owns and 
those she has on adjistment, Bobby 
says that she will now be able to cater 
for both those local people and tourists 
who wish to go trail riding. 


Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 24 29/5/75 

Council long agenda for 4/6/75, 
probably too long to get through. Main 
items N. Z. Insurance scheme,Jdraft law 
for Development Planning, Crown Lands 
Law Draft and Policy; 12 other items, 
none trivial. 

Dorothy Pur ley and Eric and Bland 
Hunter declared residents. 

Ken Matusich authorised car inspector. 

Occasional stenographic work’available 
at Admin. 

Hunter beer stubbies on sale at $3.50 a 
case. 

Public Meeting 7/6/75 to discuss Jetport 
statement. 

Works Call listees must pay by 9/6/75; 
allowances for dependants must be claimed 
by same date. 

Bowling Club will apply for license re¬ 
newal' with Denis Sterling as representative 
rather than Murray Neave. 


!■ •• 


GOOD NEWS,BAD NEWS FOR 
B. PINE |N N.Z. BUDGET 

. o-by. BRUCECREE / 

Higher wages/ less taxes, petrol rising 
to $1.00 gallon, reduced duty free con¬ 
cessions by travellers are- some of the 
items introduced in the New Zealand 
budget last wee. k by Minister of Finance, 
Mr. Tizard. 

With a general election only six 
months’ away, he sets his income tax 
concessions of some $105 million yearly 
against indirect tax imposts, on petrol 
and luxuries, of almost $100 million. 

The declared aims of the Budget are;- 

Protect employment 'and future pro¬ 
duction by gradually slowing rather than 
suddenly slashing economic growth. 

Conserve foreign exchange and stim¬ 
ulate exports. 

Continue to restrain cdsts and prices 
and distribute income fairly.' • 

The Budget carries some good and bad 
news for traders in the Burnt Pine area. 

Higher sales tax on certain items could 
stimulate vourist purchases; sales could be 
depressed on other items that have been 
withdrawn from the New Zealand tourist's 
duty free allowance. 

Sales tax in New Zealand has been in¬ 
creased on cameras, photographic equip¬ 
ment, films, binoculars and smokers' 
lighters from 30 to 50 per cent; cosmetics, 
toilet preparations, perfumes, ornaments, 
jewellery, gramophone records, tape 
recorders, and record tapes from 20 to 40 
per cent; rifles and shotguns fro.m 20 to 
30 per cent; cuff-links, studs or similar 
accessories from nil to 40 per cent. 

The duty concession allowance of one 
radio and one tape recorder has been 
reduced to one radio only or one tape 
recorder, or one combined radio and 
tape recorder. 

All stereo equipment is now removed 
from the duty concession. 

The full implications of the Budget 
for purchases by New Zealand travellers 
is uncertain at this stage. A number of 
traders have cabled the Customs Depart¬ 
ment in N. Z. for clarification of 
various points but so far have not 
received any replies. » 

As a result the shopkeepers and tourists 
alike are confused as to what they can 
take back to N. Z. and what rate of duty 
will be imposed by customs if the duty 
free allowance is exceeded. 

With the introduction of the Fokker 
F27 service from N.Z. next Vwsdnesday, 
there are fears that due to the reduced 
cargo-carrying capacity of that air¬ 
craft over the DC4, there will be a 
weight restriction imposed on the tourist. 


This would have the effect of reducing 
tourist purchases of bulky items such as 
stereo equipment, and the removal of 
this type of equipment from the duty-free 
allowance may not affect sales any more 
than would havC ; occurred with weight 
limitations. 


EXCHANGE RATES (Selling) '{ 

30th May, 1975 


UK 

£E1 - $A 

.5774 

NZ 

NZ$1 = $A 

1.0142 

FRANCE 

$A1- Francs(F.Fr) 5 * 343 1 

H/KONG 

$A1= HK$ 

6.562 

JAPAN 

$A1= Yen 

388.22 

N* LANDS 

$A1 =Florins(F) 

3.201 

SWITZ’ 

$A1 = Francs 

3.320 

LAND 

(S. Fr) 


W. GERMANY $A1 = Deutsche- 

3.117 


marks(Dm) 


FIJI 

$A1 = F$ 

1.0510 

USA 

$A1= US$ 

1.3407 

NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 

“sSBi 

97.13 
PAR 

j (Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) j 


Smart Business Idea 
From Little L. Howe 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IMPORTERS are 
presently looking at the possibility of con¬ 
solidating at a central point in Sydney all 
cargo consigned for shipment to that 
Island. 

An article in the latest issue of the 
fortnightly published Lord Howe Island 
Signal quotes a submission put forward by 
Mayne Nickless Ltd, --,Their present charge 
would be $9.00 per §hipping unit defined 
as either a tonne weight, cubic metre or 
per 46 inch square pallet whichever is 
the greater. ,v* v 

They state that this figure would cover 
the following functions^j-i^, 

"1. Collection of shippihg company empt 
pallets (46 inch square%’-,;2. Receiving 
loose cargo ex.suppliers Into our. Botany 
Consolidatfql^lfort/jp; Sorting of brands 
4. Stacking on pallets. 5. Strapping on 
pallets (2 steel bands). 6. Delivery out 
of strapped-pallets. 7. Cartage to Sydney 
Wharf with li hours unloading’allowance - 
, demurrage td -be charged'thereafter." 

1 This rate wjll only-be for general cargo 
and, "any .'haiSardous, long lengths, and 
heajyy lift it£fo$ would' be subject to 
special conditions." 

It may be advantageous for Norfolk 
Island to look into this proposal from 
Mayne Nickless Ltd. With the high 
charges being imposed by many export¬ 
ers for cartage to the wharf, waiting 
time and other services, the $9.00 per 
shipping unit could play a part in keep¬ 
ing the inflation rate down on Norfolk 
Island. 


; F-SHM 1 ,' yrf- tol ,bJsi 
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Voyage 51 due depart Sydney 27th June 
due arrive Norfolk 1st July 
due depart Norfolk 3rd July 
due arrive Auckland 5th July 

Voyage 52 .due depart Sydney 25th July 
due arrive Norfolk 29th July 
due depart Norfolk 31st July 
due arrive Auckland 2nd August 


CCC SHIPPING NEWS 


2 Knots More Speed 
for Port de France 


Welcome back to Ken Nobbs who has 
recently returned from holidays, to once 
again man the C.C.C. "Heartline", 
offering counsel to your shipping prob¬ 
lems. 

Whilst the "Port de France" was in 
Sydney last, the turnblowers were clean¬ 
ed out, greatly improving the vessel's 
performance, producing an extra 16 
revolutions per minute or in layman’s 
terms, approximately a further 2 knots 
p,h. of speed. 

Die to unfortunate circumstances the 
"Port de France" has fallen back on her 
schedule a little, but we are confident 
that with this extra speed we will be able 
to pick up most of this lost time before 
arriving back in Sydney. 

The Hamish's, Allan and Val, are at 
present on board the "Port de France" 
enjoying a much-needed rest. They 
will continue their cruise to Noumea 
where they will be joining our second 
vessel, the 'Tie de Lumiere", cruising 
to Port Vila and Espirito Santo returning 
to Noumea to rejoin the "Port de France" 
to Sydney, Lord Howe Island and home. 

A Note to Importers 

It would be of great assistance to every¬ 
one if you would instruct your shippers 
to use names instead of initials when 
having goods shipped. In some instances 
cargo is misdirected through illegible or 
unclear consignee and port markings: 
to Illustrate, 

CMJ is considered insufficient 

NI markings — If the "I" is 

obliterated it will go to 
"N", which is Noumea. 

It should be marked: 

JONES 

NORFOLK ISLAND. 

Please have your shipper mark this way. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES 'SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 




REDS HAVE DUNE IT! 
EXCITING FOOTBALL 

BY SPORTS EDITOR ROGER NEWMAN 

Half-Time Score: 

Reds Up 10 to 8 


Before a very large crowd in beautiful 
sunny conditions the Kingston Oval look¬ 
ing a picture, the Reds convincingly 
beat the Greens yesterday afternoon by 
16 points to 13, in a match where they 
had a lion's share of the ball and much 
of the territorial advantage throughout 
the match. Breakdown in play at the 
crucial stages saved the Greens time 
and time again. 

It was certainly the best game to be 
seen on the Kingston Oval so far this 
year both sides playing fast open and 
attacking football with the Reds scor¬ 
ing 4 tries to the Greens 3. 

The first 20 minutes of play was all 
Greens with the backs linking up nicely 
with the forwards and a nice try by 
Michael Aafjes after 10 minutes looked 
like the Greens were going to run away 
with the match. Skeet missed the con¬ 
version. 

However from there on the Reds took 
a new lease of life which resulted- in a 
try to Reds outside centre Robert 


RUGBY UNION AUST.30 ENG. 21 

Australia makes it 2 nif in thoroughly 
beating England in Saturday's gatne at 
Ballymore, Brisbane, 

England played the keenly fought test 
With only 14 meh aftet a coupie of free 
for all encounters In the fifst few min¬ 
utes of the game which resulted in an 
England player being ordered off the 
park. 

Scot'.ands hopes for a Test Victory 
against the All Blacks are receeding 
after going down to Canterbury 20-9 
at Christchurch on Saturday which follows 
their loss mid-week to Otago at Dunedin 
by 15-9. 

In bleak and wet conditions the Scots 
could only manage 3 penalties by full ■ 
back Andy Irvine to Canterbury's four 
tries and two conversions. 

Scotland’s next match is against 
Hawkes Bay tomorrow at Napier. 


GOLF 

Billy Casper shot sub par rounds of 
67-68-66-70 to win the $150,000 New 
Orleans Open. Runner up 2 strokes be¬ 
hind was Peter Oosterhuis. The victory, 
Caspers first in 2 years, was worth 
$30,000. 

Tom Watson won the rain delayed 
Byron Nelson Classic in Dallas with a 
269 good enough for $35,000. 

Bruce Crampton fired a 3 under par 
69 for a 15 under 273 to win the Houston 
Open for $30,000. 


The Mile in 3.51! 


The wonder boy from Tanzania 21 year 
old Filbert Bayi sprinted away from a 
classy field and broke Jim Ryun's 8 year 
old world record of 3.51.1 set June 23 
1967. 

A crowd of 36,000 irt the National 
Stadium in Kingston, Jamaica saw Bayi 
lead from start to finish against just 
about every top miler in the world except 
New Zealand's John Walker and Kenya's 
Ben Jipcho. 

Bayi sped to the first i in 56.9 and 
the i mile in 1.56.6 and 2.55.3 for 
the. 3/4.mile and led by 10 yards at 
the finish irt the new world record time 
of 3.51 flat, all this after a 23 hour 
plane trip from Africa via Rome, London, 
Montreal and New York which landed 
him in Jamaica 48 hours before the race 
- so much for the much talked about jet 
lag that sportsmen, especially rugby 
teams, are using as excuses for poor 
performances. One wonders what would 
have happened if Bayi had really been 
pushed. 

Marty Liquor! was second 3.52.2 and 
Ireland's EattionnCoghlan third 3.53.3 
for the best 1-2-3 finish ever. 


- DOWN GREENS IN 
BY 16 POINTS TO 13 

* McBurnie. The game continued to sway 
back and forth with Greg Geegan scor¬ 
ing a good try after a jinking run next 
to the posts which Skeet converted mak¬ 
ing it 8 points to 3. 

A good attacking movement started 
by Reds’ captain William Menzies 
resulted in a try under the posts which 
was converted by Larry Quintal who also 
kicked a penalty just before { time 
which had the Reds up 10-8 at } time. 

Reds scored first in the second half 
with a try by Brian Adams to make the 
score 13-8. 

Greens retaliated and started to look 
like themselves again and scored a try 
(Mike Williams) and Skeet Anderson a 

- penalty to equalize the scores at 13-13. 

At this stage the Reds could smell 
victory within their grasp and played 
like men possessed. It was anyone's 
game with the first team to do so win¬ 
ning the game. 

After relentless Reds' pressure on the 
Greens' goal line Aris Meyer dived ove 
the line for the try 16-13. 

With about 3 minutes remaining 
Greens tried desperately to score but th 
Reds held on. 

A great game of football which was 
what the crowd had come to see and a 
credit to both teams. 


MOUNTAINEERING 
Nine Chinese have reached the summ 
of Mt. Everest from the Northern Slope. 
One woman the rest men make up the 
party. Not bad for Womens Liberation 
Year. 


VFL FOOTBALL RESULTS SAT. MAY 31 
COLLINGWOOD 15-8-98 DEF. 

ST. KILDA 13-11-89 
MELBOURNE 18-15-123 DEF. 

FITZROY 17-10-108 
HAWTHORN 20-14-134 DEF. 

FOOTSCRAY 8-10-58 
CARLTON 16-19-115 DEF. 

RICHMOND 9-13-67 
ESSENDON 15-8-98 DEF. 

NORTH MELBOURNE 11-17-83 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 11-26-92 DEF. 

GEELONG 7-13-55 
TOP 5 — HAWTHORN 32 
CARLTON 32 
ESSENDON 24 
COLLINGWOOD 24 
RICHMOND U : 20 
SYDNEY LEAGUE RESULTS 
SATURDAY MAY 31ST 
MANLY 32 DEFEATED STH. SYDNEY 28 
EAST. SUB. ” NEWTOWN 6 


BRISBANE LEAGUE RESULTS SAT. MAY i 
SOUTHS 18 DEFEATED BROTHERS 12 
EASTS 14 " REDCUFF 12 

NORTHS 36 " VALLEYS. 10 



‘dars Norfolk ’ 


plenty wind,plenty rain 

Aunt Nin Christian thinks the winters 
used to be colder than they are now, and 
her mother always said September and 
October were the coldest months. So 
even though winter started yesterday, 
we're on the easy edge of it. 

Sixty years ago, before automobiles 
and kero heaters and electric blankets, 
even June could be chilling. "Plenty 
wind, plenty rain," Aunt Nin recalls. 

What did people on Norfolk do to pro¬ 
tect themselves from it? "Stay in the 
house, ” she smiled. 

They didn't stay in the house, of 
course. Sunday mornings they walked 
from Cascade down to Kingston and 
back for church. Fridays there were 
swimming lessons at Kingston, and that 
was another walk down and back. 

And when she was young she helped 
keep the family by doing domestic work 
at the old cable station, which had been 
opened up at Anson Bay in 1902. That 
meant a walk from home up a path to 
the top of Mt. Pitt, and then down the 
other side to the station. 

And when there were,concerts from 
time to time, they were held where the 
airstrip is now .-- that was pother good 
walk. V. 

"There was no need to make' any excuse, 
she says. "Unless it was pouring rain, 
off you went." 

Some people had sulkies and a horse, 
"but they would only hold two or three 
people, and we weren’t well enough off 
to own one," she remembers. 

Clothes were simpler -- "heavier, and 
lots of denim and khaki. We made our 
own hats, of flax and moohoo. We 
didn’t go in for fashion in those days. 

But the house was warm with the fuel 
stove, and we ate well -- bananas and . 
kumera and corn and carrots, we grew 
everything those days. When cattle 
were killed, people always divided a 
bit for the neighbor, but you don't see 
it much now. 

"It was plain, but it was nice. Every¬ 
thing’s changed since those days. They 
lived a good life." 

Aunt Nin said she wouldn't for the world 
have her photo published, Cyou wouldn't 
be able to sell a single paper") but we 
snapped one of her with a graceful 
poinsettia. It was a pretty good snap¬ 
shot, for a Polaroid, and she kept it to 
send to her daughter, Narrelle Berkin, 
outside Mt. Gambler in South Australia. 



Narrelld%ay be visiting here hme 18th, • 
but Aunt Nin hasn’t heard |eflnjtel^ 

4 A s'for: photon, she |heught*lt might be 
fijce 'to : publish th^.accompanying photo 
>vot her grandfather,, Ephram Christian. , 
viler brother Eustace. Adams, one of the - 
s young men Norfolk lost in the 1914 waif, 
had carried the photo with him, and it 
came back with his few possessions after 

his death; : v " 

how to find a wire 

As the first issue of the "News” began 
going to press a week ago, a small part 
broke on the only "typesetting" mach¬ 
ine. It was just a stiff, springy wire 
about ten inches long and about the 
thickness of sewing cotton. Without It, 
though — no newspaper. 

At 10.45 Saturday morning we set out 
to find a similar bit of wire. 

First the obvious places—Irvine's 
and T. H.E. Nothing remotely like it. 
"But try Bruce McKenzie," said one. 

So off to Bruce’s place. He was just 
driving into his drive, looked at the 
broken wire, and said "nothing like it. 

Put try Gary Ryan. He’s at the OTC, 
his green Alpha’s outside if you hurry." 

So to the OTC. Gary said the bit was 
like micro-chrome wire (or something) 
and that he didn't think there would be 
any on the island. "But let’s ask Brook- 
sy." John Brooksbank, head of the OTC 
office, scowled at the wire for a min¬ 


ute, thinking, and said "nothing like 
it." But they said, try Ralph Holloway. 

Or try Leo Nola at Burns Phtlp — "He’s 
got all kinds of boxes of things, out the 
back of the shop." 

At BP’s Leo was tying price tags on 
six straw baskets, and he continued 
doing that, and grunting around the 
stub of a cigar, while he thought about 
the wire. Then he headed for a whirl¬ 
wind chase through those "boxes out 
the back." He came close a few times, 
but just couldn't match the wire. 

On the way to Holloway's Phil Page 
was walking out of BP's and we talked 
with him. His mind ranged over var¬ 
ious possibilities, and he said "Try 
Don Reynolds. -It's a-llttle like a 
guitar string. Or if you could find an 
old piano, maybe a piano string." 

So. to HpllCwkys, bqt Ralph safcL ; ; ^:. ? 
! "nothing like* It. u He suggested sever- ' 
. al ipepplp-t6 try> HfU;, r : ' \-i 

; f - Don Reynolds had left the Milk Bar, 
t and before heading fot>htr house we p "y 
^stopped at Frank, Watson's., "How’s. 
.yptircjjUnprovlsing ability feda^?" ?we 

>' ,?fked'4 ,«>, ^ ;/■ u'„ 

‘ J'Pfbtty good, " said Frank, and we , t 
showed him the wire. Prank talked to , 3 
himself for a little bit, going through 
various mental filing cabinets. ‘ 

—U’$ kind of like jhe strands of Bovy- 
den wire, ” he said,' walking to a corner i 
of his garage where, known, only to jthe - 
Creator and toy Frank, many strange:; , 

bits and pieces ite arranged casualty on, i 
top of one another, .ip qhropplpgfcal ,V s’ , 
Order of having beeii toised there. One ri 
was a snarl of Bowden wire * It is.thick ;v 
and flexible, not thin and stiff. 
a- "If you unravel it, you'll find'the in-— 
v dividual strands are springy and stiff, 
but they'll be full of kinks. If you can 
draw them over a hard edge of steel, 

maybe you can get the 'KiHfcs out, ".. 

said Frank. He chopped off about two 
feet of it with a hammer, and handed 
it over. 

We went back to the "News" office, 
drew a strand over a steel edge, and the 
kinks came out. The President of IBM 
wouldn't have been able to tell it from 
the proper replacement part, which 
probably has to come from New York 
City and probably costs $89.73 plus 
shipping. 

And that's how there was a "News" 
last week. Thanks, Frank — and every¬ 
body else who dropped what they were 
doing, and worried about an odd bit of 
wire on a Saturday morning. 













TUESDAY 10 JUNE, 197S 

ROY AL COMMISSION SET 
First Sits July 7th 

Witnesses Sought 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION into 
Norfolk’s future constitutional status 
will begin Monday July 7th. 

The plan of sittings. Sir John Nimmo 
has informed the Administrator by 
telephone, will be three weeks on and 
then ten days off. During the adjourn¬ 
ments the Commission party will 
return to the mainland. 

Sittings are now scheduled July 7th-. 
25th, August 4th - 22nd; and 
September lst-19th. Further sittings 
will follow the Same time format. 

The Commission will sit from 10 am 
to l pm, with a 15 minute break at 
11.15 and from 2.15 to 4.15 p. m., 
each day. 

Sir John says those wishing to give 
evidence should be ready to present 
it from the' start of the Commission. 

He inclines to the view that the 
first submission heard should be 
made by Norfolk Island Council. The 
■ Administrator and individual 
Councillors are also welcome to 
make personal submissions as well. 

Sir John says the Commission is 
prepared to accept "anything 
creative”, and added that it will be 
the Commission's responsibility to 
test the feasibility and practica¬ 
bility of any proposals put to it. 

The staff of the Commission, 
announced to June Council, 
includes: 

Counsel: Mr. Cedric Hampson, 

QC, of Brisbane. 

Junior Barrister: Mr. John Gallop 
of the A.C.T. 

Secretary: Mr. Lynn Dudley, of 
the Department of the Special 
Minister fot State, A.C.T. 

Solicitor instructing Barristers: 

Mr. Brian Cormellan of Brisbane. 

Mr. Dudley arrives June 11th for 
four days to discuss the location 
and administrative arrangements 
for the Commission. Mr. Cormel¬ 
lan arrives June 19th for about a 
week to arrange witnesses and the 
order of evidence; Mr. Gallop 
should be here at the same time. 

The full party is expected to 
arrive in late June or early July. 


An Anniversary Day to 
Keep in the Memory 

AS SEAS CRASHED against th$ 
Kingston jetty and bits of rainbows 
flittered from Philip Island to Point 
Ross yesterday morning, over 1, 000 
residents and visitors watched the 
Anniversary Day "landing party" 
march ashore. 

Some 300 residents were arrayed 




in period dress for the day. 

While it was impossible to make 
a landing in the lighter that had 
be :n specially painted and fitted 
with rowlocks, it was clear on every 
face that the "Bounty Day" ceremo¬ 
nies were the most vivid and colour¬ 
ful for many years. 

A chilly winter nip in the wind 
made brief periods of sunshine es¬ 
pecially welcome. 

But by picnic time the day was 
warming and the sky bright blue. 

A memorable new touch in the 
programme was the laying of wreaths 
on their ancestors' graves by Nor¬ 
folk youngsters, as their families 
stood behind the cemetery gates 
singing "In the Sweet Bye and Bye." 

Pictures of the youngsters jgl fc 
and of others scenes during 
the landing, parade and 
cemetery services are in- ' 

side this issue.. 


__ PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 

JETPQRT DEBATE BRINGS 
140 TO RAMSON HALL 

AT A 2i HOUR PUBLIC MEETING 
at Rawson Hall Saturday Afternoon 
about 140 people heard a team of 
eight Australian Government officers 
describe their current plans for re¬ 
placing the DC4s with jets on the 
Norfolk run. 

Questions and answers touched on 
noise, alternative possible plans, 
land use, road traffic problems 
during construction, the effects on 
birds, trees and buildings, pollution 
from jet engines, airline economics 
and other aspects of the situation. 

The meeting was calmly conducted 
and toward the end many residents 
began drifting from the hall, 
apparently either feeling that there 
wasn't.much more to be heard, or 
that it was more important to get 
tea on the table. 

The Government team appeared • 
to be wearing two hats. Having 
made an analysis of Norfolk’s needs 
for air service, they prepared a plan 
and a printed assessment of the 
effects it might have on the Island 
environment. In the meeting 
Saturday, they explained what 
their thinking was — but also 
seemed to be acting in the role of 
responsive Government, wanting 
to hear what people thought* and 
glad to have ideas for improving the 
scheme. 

The plan to introduce jets appears 
to be based mainly on economic 
considerations. Mr. J. P. Laver of 
the Department of Transport told the 
meeting that to break even an air¬ 
plane needs to,be flying 3500 paying 
hours a year, and that the Australia- 
Norfolk service only uses up 500 
hours. The Norfolk plane therefore 
needs to be one that can spend 3000 
hours a year flying elsewhere — 
Sydney-Perth, for example. In the 
Department’s view it also needs to 
be a plane that can be flown, 
serviced and maintained by crews 
handling many other planes of the 
same kind. This is not the case with 
the DC4, for which Qantas needs to 
keep seven specialist crews on the 
payroll because of flying-time 
restrictions in the safety regulations. 

While it appears that the Govern¬ 
ment team has been unable to see 
any better solution to Norfolk’s' 

(continued on next page) 




FIONA* I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last. 
Miltons had the lot..»now we’ve got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we’ll get 
it all home...he*s thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 


CHARLES: "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday 
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and here’s THE PLAN: 
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MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


140 at Jetport Debate 

(continued from previous page) 
future air service needs, these 
points were made clear: 

• Flying Norfolk-Brisbane,- rather 
than Norfolk-Sydney, might over¬ 
come the "no more than 90 minutes 
from land with a two-engine plane" 
rule, and could allow the use of 
F27s. The team hadn't considered 
this possibility seriously, but felt 
that it would not be an economic 
route for tourists from Sydney or 
other points south. 

• Using Lord Howe as a refuelling 
stop might also allow the use of 
F27s. The team thought that such 
use of Lord Howe would probably 
be an unacceptable intrusion on 
Lord Howe. 

• Noise forecasts have been based 
on U.$. figures, where (as Graham 
Hitchins pointed out) the background 
noise levels are higher than on 
Norfolk. A jet in a U.S. city 
increases noise from a normal 60 

or 70' decibels up to about 
110; on Norfolk the increase would 
be from a normal 20 decibels up to 
110 -- "a tremendous step-up, ” said 
Mr. Hitchins. 

•Submissions in favour, against 
or suggesting additional thoughts 
for the plan are welcome. If they 
require detailed studies that 
involve cost, the Department of 
the Environment may be able to 
make funds available to help 
cover the cost. And if such a 
submission can't be ready by July 
7th, it will be accepted somewhat 
later provided the Department is 
informed by July 7th that it is 
being prepared. 

• East-West Airlines has not, to 
Mr. Laver's knowledge, made any 
written application to be given the 
run, using F27s. If they wish to be 
considered, they should apply. 

There is no reason, he said, why 
Norfolk should not have talks with 
any airline about the possibility of 
working out a service better than 
the plan now being considered. 

• The 90-minutes-from-land rule 
could be reviewed, Mr. Laver said. 
He told Bruce Cree, who asked if a 
review was possible, "Write, and it 
will trigger a review." 

• The jet proposal, according to 
Mr. Laver, "has been accepted by 
the Minister. He will take a 
submission to Cabinet. They may 
knock it." 

There were few public comments 
in support of the jet plan until the 1 
meeting was drawing to a close. 

Cr. Bill Blucher then spoke strongly 
for the need to replace the DC4s 
in order to maintain a tourist 
industry; Alan Dyer said "You 
can't wait till a horse dies in 
harness, and then find a way to get 


him over the cliff. We'd better 
get off our bottoms and replace the 
DC4. So far we've heard only 
knockers." Phil Page read the 
only prepared comment , in 
favour of the jets provided certain 
strict controls over the service are 
placed in Norfolk Island's hands. 
His statement is reported in some 
detail overleaf. 


No "News": Good News 

There will be no Norfolk Island 
News published next Monday, June 
16 th. 

The editor and his wife will be in 
Sydney for the wedding'of their * 
youngest son, Daniel. 

The next issue of the News will be 
available Monday, June 23rd. 






This truck is one of the easiest to load 
and unload you ever saw. The cargo deck is 
flat with no projecting wheel wells and 
only 620 mm (24 inches) above the ground, 
just above knee levs!. The low bed height 
reduces the lift in loading. Up to 550 kg 
(1,200 lb) con be' carried in the 1,925 x 
1210 mm (76 x 48 inch) truck bed. Side 
and rear gates fold out to increase deck • 
size or can be removed quickly by hand. 
Tie-dov/n hooks are fitted below the rear 
gate. Bars guard the rear cabin winefow, 
while monocoque construction and strong 
cargo decking assure stability even when 
carrying the heaviest loads. Powerful 
hydraulic brakes and big 5.00-10 4 ply 
rating tires add to driving safety. 


duncombe bay garage 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

p.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 













Grog Rules Confirmed 

NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL 
debated and then re-affirmed their 
support for two main aspects of the 
Island's Liquor laws at .their meet¬ 
ing June 4th. 

A proposal that all licensed 
premises be able to trade until 
11.30 p.m., thus abolishing 
the need for special permission to 
hold "open nights", was soundly 
defeated, with only Cr. Duncan 
McIntyre and Cr. Bruce McKenzie 
in favour. 

The propriety of bottle sales at 
Clubs was also aired, but Cr. 

Bathie and Cr. Blucher were the 
only members voting for the 
elimination of the take-away 
sales. "Clubs are owned by the 
people of Norfolk Island, but at 
hotels the profits go away, " said 
Cr. McKenzie. 

"Clubs should be able tb sell 
bottles," agreed Cr. Bataile. 


"Cltibs have had a pretty lean 
time." 

"Clubs on Norfolk Island do 
support many community act¬ 
ivities, " observed the Admini¬ 
strator, though his vote was not 
needed to keep the clubs in the 
take-out-grog business. 

The debate centred on a draft of 
the proposed new liquor ordin ance. 

A Plague-of Drums? 

INCREASED UGHTERAGE charges 
announced by the Administrator 
at June Council will add only 2/10 
of 10 to the cost of a 2K pack of 
sugar, but they may threaten the 
Island with a plague of empty 44 - 
gal.drums. * 

Charges for lightering an empty 
drum out to a ship will jump from’ 
400 to $1.64. 

Cr. Blucher, whose company is 
agent for Mobil Oil on Norfolk, 
said the increase could make it 
uneconomic to return the drums to 


TOURIST BOARD BACKS JETS - WITH NORFOLk VETO 


PHIL PAGE, President of the Tourist 
Board; says that local authority is 
needed to keep jets from spoiling Nor¬ 
folk. 

At the Rawson Hall meeting 
Saturday he said: 

"Norfolk Island has enjoyed a 
steady increase of tourist traffic 
over the last few years. We should 
be particularly grateful for this, as 
it has helped us over this general 
recession most other places in 
the world have felt, particularly 
Islands such as Fiji. While their 
income over the last year has 
dropped considerably, obviously 
making it hard for all their residents, 
our figures have increased, which 
at least has softened the inflationary 
impact we are all feeling. 

While the Tourist Board, and I am 
sure most of Norfolk’s residents would 
agree, do not wish our beautiful 
Island to be over-run by tourists, or 
in any way become overly 
commercialised, we do realise that 
as Norfolk relies almost entirely on 
tourism for its prosperity, our whole 
industry must be able to compete, 
and at the same time, be 
economically sound. 

"Norfolk Island Airport must be 
of sufficient standard to allow an 
airline to run a reliable, safe and 
economical service to our Island. 

"It is the opinion of the Board that 
in the long run we have very little 
choice. An upgraded airport will 
certainly bring many annoying, 
and for some .people, unpleasant 
moments during certain jet air¬ 
craft movements. However, they 
will be relatively brief, and should " 
not occur more than once a dav. 


Most of the other environmental 
disturbances would either be 
relatively iilinor, or be over once 
the airport was completed. 

"Many £0bple fear that an up-, , 
graded ilrpprt would allow untold 
numbers of jreople to visit our shores, 
This ih thebiy Is so. However, if 
sufficient and effective safeguards 
are implemented, this will not 
happen. The safeguardsshould be 
strict, and be controlled by the 
wishes of the people of Norfolk 
Island. 

"It is the sociological changes 
that may come about and spoil our 
Island, that we must all guard 
against. The Norfolk Island 
Tourist Board feels that the up¬ 
grading of the Norfolk Island Airport 
must proceed. However, this 
should only happen under certain 
conditions, which the people of 
Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government must agree upon. 

These conditions should include 
Norfolk Island’s right to finally 
decide; 

A. Which airline or airlines may 
use our airport. 

B. What types of aircraft they use. 

C. What their timetable is. 

D. Which country or airpott the 
aircraft leaves from. 

E. Any other items consistent with 
the above. 

"Should the powers that be agree 
to the above (after all, it is only 
consistent with Norfolk's wish to be 
internally self-governed) we should 
end up with an upgraded airport, 
an effective air service, a viable 
tourist industry and at the same time 
a beautiful and unique Island that 
we ate all proud to call our home. ” 


the mainland for re-use, and could 
result in a larger number of empty 
drums becoming disused and litter- . 
ing the Island. 


Term Ends August 30 

AIRCDRE. E. T. PICKERD, O.B. E., 
D. F. C., the Island's Administrator, 
completes his extended term of 
office and leaves Norfolk in 12 



weeks' time on August 30th. 

Following diplomatic protocol, 
the new Administrator will not 
arrive until after Air Cdre. 

Pickerd's departure. 

The name of the new 
Administrator has not yet been 
announced, and it is not known 
whether the Hon. Gordon Bryant, 
Minister fof the Capital Territory, 
gave consideration to the list of 
teccommended qualifications 
suggested by Norfolk Island Council. 

Supreme Court Placid 

THROUGH FRIDAY morning the 
sittings of the Norfolk Island 
Supreme Court were being con¬ 
ducted with dispatch and without 
wide public interest or attention. 

During the week three appeals 
from the Magistrate's Court, eleven 
probate rp alters, six commercial 
causes and five undefended 
marriage dissolutions had been 
dealt with. 

A case of disputed boundaries was 
still being heard, and one probate 
matter remained to be settled. 

Two appeals from previous rulings 
concerning a company director were 
withdrawn. 


Arts Council Finance 

THE NORFOLK Island Arts Council ' 
did not end up with a profit on "Gil¬ 
bert & Sullivan Go Kosher. ” Vice 
President Peter Middleton informs 
the News, but aid from the Arts 
Council of NSW reduced the local 
loss to about $50. 

Council Treasurer Leo O'Su lit vain 
reports that the President, Ned Len- 
thall, is currently seeking a grant 
of $50, 000 from the Australian Go- - 
vernment. The money would be 
used for better stage, audience and 
dressing room facilities than are 
available in the Rawson Hall. 


On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
■'JEWSPA PERS + i MAGA ZI N E S 
^ PAPERBACKS'-/-GREETING 
ZARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
i- PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
\ RT SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
iND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK—JUNE 9-15 f 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 
No broadcasting 
(Anniversary Day) 
TUESDAY 
7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10.05 Sports Magazine 

10.45 First Episode new 
serial "Daisy 

. Bates" 

11.15 Brothers in Law 
(Comedy) 

12. 05 Outback Adventures 

1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

7.00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 My Word (Panel 

Game) 

10.45 Hospital Program 
(Includes serial) 

11.30 The Glums 
12.05 Internat'l Roundup 

1.15 Close 


THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9. 00 Music (Kathy) 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Frankie Howard 

(Comedy) 

11.00 Request Program 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 

I. 45 Close 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. F's Casebook 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

II. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

I. 45 Close 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 
12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of the Pops 
1.00 World News 


1.15 Request Program 

1.30 Australia Tbp Ten 
2.00 Aust. Sport Scene 
5.00 Music 

7.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country 
Music (Daphne) 

4.45 Top Pops (repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 
6.00 The Glums 

(Comedy repeat) 

6.45 Childrens' story 

7. 00 Magician's Nephew 

(Ivan reads childrens' 
story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 China (10) 

8.30 Play: Nice^by __ . 
Matura 

9. 00 Allegri Quartet - 

Haydn, Mendelsohn 
10.00 Close. 


Reprieve for Whales? 


For many years the Indians and 
early settlers of the American South¬ 
west treasured the oil they pressed 
from the beans of the wild jojoba 
shrub. In Arizona and California 
the jojoba (pronounced ho-ho-bah) 
oil was used as a nostrum for almost 
every ill; to ease childbirth, as a 
remedy for cancer, even as a 
laxative. Spanish colonists liked 
to rub the waxy, colourless oil on 
thejj mustaches. Last week a panel 
of National Research Council scien¬ 
tists reported that the jojoba bean 
may also be a panacea for the 
endangered sperm whale. 

The giant sea mammals (up to 60 
ft. in length) are relentlessly hunted 
for the exceptionally fine oil that 
can be extracted from their tissue 
and head cavities. Sperm-whale 
oil and the waxy substance separ¬ 
ated from it -- spermaceti -- are 
resistant to high temperatures and 
pressures, and have been used in 
such varied processes as coating 
paper and fabrics; manufacturing 
cosmetics, soaps and candles, cold¬ 
rolling steel and lubricating auto¬ 
matic car transmissions, watches 
and other precision machinery. In 
an effort to protect the world’s dwin¬ 
dling population of sperm whales, 
in late 1970 the U.S. banned the 
importation of their oil. Even 
though other nations, notably the 
U.S.S.R. and Japan, continued to 
hunt the whales, the U.S. stockpile 


of the oil began to dwindle alarm¬ 
ingly, and manufacturers argued 
that there was no adequate sub¬ 
stitute. 

In fact, there was. In the 1930s, 
Robert A. Greene, a chemist at the 
University of Arizona’s College of 
Agriculture, noted that there was a 
remarkable chemical similarity 
between jojoba-bean oil and that of 
the sperm whale. Other researchers 
confirmed his findings; the univer¬ 
sity’s Of fice of Arid Lands Studies 
still publishes an occasional 
bulletin called Jojoba Happenings 
to promote cultivation of the bean. 
But until recently sperm-whale oil 
was still plentiful, and efforts to 
substitute jojoba oil did not attract 
much commercial enthusiasm. 

Economic Boost. In its new re¬ 
port, the Washington panel laments 
that neglect. It emphasizes that 
jojoba-bean oil could "probably be 
■used as a sperm oil substitute for 
the complete range of uses." 
Furthermore, .the report notes that 
growing the dark, peanut-sized 
beans could provide an economic 
boost for the impoverished Indian 
reservations in the Southwest. The 
hardy, long-lived (up to 200 years) 
shrubs could readily be cultivated 
in desert land that has until now 
been almost totally unproductive. 
The panel conceded that the start¬ 
up costs for a jojoba plantation 
would be high, but after the plants 
reach maturity in five years, they 
would begin to pay off handsomely, 
even as they were contributing to 
the salvation of the great sperm 
whale. (TIME). 



Inquiring 

Photographer 

What do you think 
of Radio Norfolk? 


fl 


JAN BUFFETT 
Hairdresser 


"I like it all. 

It's good company 
if you are at home by yourself 
during the day. What I would like to 
see are the broadcasting hours 
extended, especially over the 
weekends." 


STAN JENSEN 
News agent 
"It's considerably improved over 
he last two years, I would like to 
tear evening programmes, especially 
)lays and serials at that time.so 
hat I can sit down and listen. The 
5unday evening programme could be 
i little lighter. 

~Mk 


TOM VINCENT 


"I thiflkthe announcers do a 
great job. There's not much I'd 
change. The Sunday evening 
programme is too highbrow I think. 
I'd like to hear them in the even¬ 
ings too." 


ANDY STANLEY, 
hop Assistant 

“i think there should be more 
op stuff for young people, 
aturday afternoon should be all 
op, no talk programmes. Perhaps 
f there was a pop programme on 
tiring the evenings a couple of 
sights a week, teenagers might 
>e more interested in staying 
tome at nights." 



ALASTAIR WALTON 
Visitor on Norfolk 


)cal news is a scream. When you 
lm on the radio in Sydney the 
ews is always full of violence 
nd crime. The most exciting 
ting the radio reports here is a 
Dst dog." 


I 

editorial 


It is responsible democratic 
government for Australia to require 
that the environmental impact of a 
jetport be aired thoroughly before 
plans are submitted to Cabinet for 
approval of $5 million of airport 
improvements. 

It was a responsible team of 
Government officers who presented 
themselves for questioning at Rawson 
Hall on Saturday. They have 
obviously worked hard to develop a 
plan, and believe they have worked 
out the best solution to our air 
service problems. Yet they are 
quite open to suggestions from any 
quarter on how the plan might 
be improved, or how it might be 
replaced with a better plan. 

The plan is not yet set. Mr. J.P. 
Laver of the Department of Tran¬ 
sport couldn’t have made this 
plainer: "The hell it’s inevitable," 
he said in response to a comment 
from the hall, "it's a proposal." 

But if Norfolk cap devise a better 
plan, we had better do so. 

Some uneasihess felt by residents 
about the plan may be merely the 
result of lack of information, or 
believing scare tales. But some 
uneasiness probably comes from 
another source, which is that 
"environment" can mean 
different things to different people. 

To engineers and planners 1, 000 
miles away, environment has to be 
definable, in scientific measure¬ 
ments: decibels, micronsi com¬ 
bustion efficiencies, seconds of 
noise duration and so on. People 
don’t live on Norfolk because of 
microns or decibels. They live here 
because the way of life is largely 
unspoiled and natural. _ 

Council Meets Wed. 

AT THEIR JUNE 4TH meeting, 
Council was able to plough through 
only the first four items on a 16-item 
agenda. 

The meeting adjourned its public 
session about 5 p.m., and in the 
closed session following, decided 
to meet again this Wednesday. 

The most controversial matter on 
the postponed agenda is believed 
to be a Ministerial statement on 
policies concerning Crown Lease 
Lands, which could affect home- 
owners all over the Island. 

The resumption of the meeting 
has not been gazetted as the News 
goes to print, but the meeting will 
presumably begin at 2 p.m., 
Wednesday June 11th in the Council 
Chambers at Kingston, and be 
broadcast then and Thursday night. 

Commenting on the volume of 
business before Council, the 
Administrator said, "The Island 
business is getting bigger, and we 
can't do anything about it." 


"Environment", on Norfolk, means 
a lot of things engineers don’t think 
about. It means being able to leave 
your door unlocked. It means being 
able to talk with someone, instead 
of rushing past in pursuit of a dollar. 
It means living in a small 
community of individuals -- not 
unknown, nameless faces. 

Could Jets change all that? Yes, 
they could. They have, in other 
parts of the world. 

What do we do to prevent it? Three 
things. First of all, recognise that 
we do need a good air service, and 
that it haVto be an economic 
proposition for the airline providing 
it. Second, try hard to see if we 
can find a better solution to the 
problem -- and if we can't, turn 
promptly to step three. 

Step three is making sure we get 
local control of the threat. Of all 
the groups on Norfolk, only the 
Tourist Board has made a positive 
effort in this direction. Perhaps the 
controls they ask are too stringent; 
perhaps they are not complete 
enough. But they are a start, and 
they ought to be considered and 
discussed by every responsible 
resident, and supported fully 
once they are thought through and 
refined. 

For years Norfolk has been an 
Island where a concensus of opinion 
Is almost impossible, because there 
are so many groups with differing 
interests. On this matter -- what 
local authority we must have to 
keep jets from spoiling the Island -- 
residents should work toward agree¬ 
ment, or prepare themselves for 
a sadly different Norfolk in the years 
ahead. 
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John Newton 
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2 The second, and concluding part of a re 
witn Norfolk s recently-departed Legal 


cent interview 
Adviser. 


0: Are there other laws as close to 
the Norfolk heart that are in the 
wind? 

A; The proposed workers' compen¬ 
sation and third party motor insur- ' 
ance scheme* will be the two which 
will have the most ifnpacti 
0: If the New Zealand insurance 
scheme were adopted, would that 
eliminate the need for those? 

A: It would completely obviate 
the need for workers' condensation. 
There may be a necessity for some 
further third party coverage. 

0: Are there changes you would 
make on Norfolk if-you could? 

"As 1 I would hope that NorTolk 
Island in its future would try and 
act in a more unified manner on 
the various problems. I know 
discussion is a healthy thi^g but 
* it seems to me that there's too 
much bitterness and factions in the 
community, which any small 
community can ill afford to toler¬ 
ate. I would think a more unified 
approach to the common problems 
shared by the community here 
would produce better results. 

Q: How would you start? 

A: You can't really expect one 
person or one section of the comm¬ 
unity to start working for such an, 
ideal. This will only come 
through general feeling in the whole 
community that they do share 
common problems and that the best 
way to solve these, problems is to 
act together and-nor-in the interests 

Are ywsaying "be a little less 


^it^hlflt^h^:fitri§' has got to come 
in any community where people 
have to subjugate .their own. interests 
to those of the island as a Whole. 

0: What other Community matters 
seem important to you? 

A; One thing is the problem of 
luVenile delinquency on th?fisland, 
which frotn my seat is one of the 
main problems facing the island. 

I think anyone who regularly attends 
the Court of Petty Sessions Tues¬ 
day mornings would-be astounded 
at the numbers of young people , n . 
appearing before the court for what 
at the moment are minor traffic , 
breaches. 


0: By juvenile delinquency, are 
you thinking, primarily of traffic 
offences? .. .. .. - > . 

A: There have been several cases 
of assaults in the last few months,, 
and some completely, senseless 
acts of vandalism which have not 
benefitted materially the people 
that carried out the vandalism — 
they’ve gained nothing from doing 
it. And there have also been a 
great number of breaking; entering 


and stealing. 

Oi More than you would expect to 
find in a community of similar 
size in Australia? 

'~-AY u Yes, definitely. 

0 : What’s the approach to the ' 
problem? There doesn't seem to 
be any one clear answer. r ‘ 

A; There is obviously no one short, 
final solution. One suggestion 
which has impressed me was made 
by Mr. Weir who was over here some 
months ago. He suggested some 
sort of youth counselling service be 
instituted, started by a person such 
as a man who is in charge of the 
Police Youth Club in Australia — 
someone who is young enough to 
understand the thoughts of the young 
people of the island, and someone 
with the motivation, knowledge and 
ability to channel the- interests'of 
the youngsters into something con¬ 
structive rather than something 1 
destructive. 

0: You see such a counsellor being 
an Administration employee? 

A: Not necessarily. I think it 
might be better if there was no 
obvious connection with the Admin- 
irtration, which is seen by so many 
young, people as the 1 authority on 
the island. I think it might be ■ 
better if he was independent from 
the Administration. 

There are problems in the relat¬ 
ionship between the Administration 
and community in general. 
Occasionally it has struck me that 
the re "Is a great deal of misunder¬ 
standing in the community as to the 
functions and roles of the Admin¬ 
istration in the island life, and I've 
advocated for some time the Admin- 
istt'atidn"should at least have a look 
at the idea of improving its public 
relations and improving its image 
in the community generally. 

I find, that constructive criticism 
can always be helpful, but if you 
merely get criticism that is ill- 
founded and inaccurate, you find 
that people in the Administration' 
tend to ignore all criticism., 

0 : Is the Admin, too big? Too 
little? About the right size? ’ 

A¥‘ It depends what the community 
wants from its Administration. . If 
they'are going to expect-- as I 
think they Will — the. Administrat¬ 
ion to undertake more and more 
tasks On behalf of the community, 
they're going to have to face up 
to the reality that this, is going to' „ 
cost money', and more staff, and 
better facilities. 

0: Do you think expansion of the 
Administration ought, in the 
interests, of the island, to occur? 

A; In certain areas I think it’s 
going to have to occur. 1 One 


| example that cpmes.to my mind 
j cohcerns the job of the Curator of 
Deceased Persons' Estates. This 
position previously was merged 
with that of the Legal Advisor, and 
the Legal Advisor was responsible 
for carrying out the function. 

Since the positions were separated 
in 1973 some 40 estates have been 
finalised or are bn the way to 
finalisation, but in the process of 
administering these old estates* 
you discover even older ones that • 
haven't yet been touched. The 
deeper you go into *.t the more 
appears. I can't see how the 
; Legal Advisoi under the present 
setup could expect to be able to 
handle both jobs. 

0 : Is it proposed he should? 

A: I believe the Curator's posit¬ 
ion is not a permanent one -- that 
it is expected it will revert to the 
Legal Advisor after some years. 

If this happens you're going to save 
$10, 000 in salaries at the expense 
of a slower rate of administering ! 
estates. What should happen is 
that the positions should remain 
separate until all the backlog of 
estates has been completed, and 
then it may be possible for the two 
positions to merge once again. 

0: How far back ,could you go in time, 
still discovering qstates that have not 
been properly settled? 

A; We have on many occasions had 
to go back to the old records in the 
Registry Office which concern the 
original Pitcairn settlers. 

Q: Are there some of their estates 
that.... 

A; No, not their estates, but in deal¬ 
ing with other estates you sometimes 
find that you have to back that far 
in order to clarify a certain point. 

Many of the original estates were not 
. settled properly, I'm sure, but of 
! course they would never come to 
light. ... v 

0: Is that a problem? 

A: No, it's something you just accept. 
One interesting example on that point 
involved a grant made by one of the 
original Pitcairn settlers which was 
concerning a piece of land which he 
, devised to one particular person, with 
the proviso that if any descendants of 
another person returned to Norfolk 
to live, they would have half that 
land. That will was made in the late 
18C Os, and several weeks ago we had 
; a person from Pitcairn arrive on the . 
island, and demand her part of the 
! land. This could lead to pretty exten¬ 
sive litigation before the question is 
solved. 

Q; Is that subjudice at the moment? 

A: Not in that it is before a Court, 

I'Ut it is in the hands of solicitors at 
he moment. 

3: Will you come back to Norfolk? 

A; Yes, we hope to be back probably 
;or a holiday within a year or so. 




EIGHT PAGE 
LIFT - OUT 
for visitors 


THIS WEEK 
ON NORFOLK 
centre page 


TOURIST MSWS 


A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, . ' ... ' 


a complaint? a bouquet?! 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News,_P. O. Box 94. j 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday«and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Bums Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O, staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Pdst Office. 

If vou want them land manv oeoDle 


AID, INFO AND ADVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams prpvide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and 
booking service at the tiny Tourist . * 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 



TOURIST BUREAU’S MINI-OFFICE 


day the Bureau does not open in the 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all hours. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat¬ 
ions.__ 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3. 75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end teVegrafn tip Australia you'll need 
the ptione'dumber, because-Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. , 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by the ubiquitous Merv Buffett (Dave 
South is handling this until Merv returns 
in ft)id-June) -- a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find; 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)! 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer 





Electronics Australia , the country's 
largest-selling electronics and 
High Fidelity magazine, says — 

"FROM A CAT'S PURR TO A CUSH OF CYMBALS! 

r . *' 




Entirely New Realm of Stereo Cassette Deck 
with Sony's New Ferri-chrome Tape , Dolby * NR system 
and Ferrite & Ferrite Head 
— Quality Sound , True Versatility— 


The new Sony TC-137SD comes with a host of attractive refine¬ 
ments to satisfy the most demanding listeners. The first feature 
is Sony's newly developed Ferri-chrome cassette tape utilization, 
adopting advantages of both conventional high quality cassette 
tape and the chromium dioxide cassette tape. Thanks to the Ferri- 
chrome tape, extended wide dynamic range with rich bass and 
treble tone and excellent frequency response can now be yours. 
Other desirables are Dolby’ NR system and Sony's precisely engi¬ 
neered Ferrite & Ferrite head. Due to the Dolby NR system tape 
hiss is cut to point where it is imperceptible. Ferrite & Ferrite head 


assures wear-proof tape-to-head contact. Other advantages in¬ 
clude: limiter circuit for peak level suppression and peak level 
indicator for wide range recording; complete auto stop at the end 
of the tape; greatly reduced wow and flutter of 0.07%. You can 
mix microphone and line sources at will with the large separate 
volume controls. All this is presented as the result of Sony's 
accumulated experience in audio equipment engineering and 
production. The TC-137SD delivers stereo high fidelity that com¬ 
pares with many open-reel recorders. Hear it soon. You'll be glad 
you did. 

*The word Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories. Inc. 


Research M.akes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 



To by The Norfolk Island N'ei 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


;mt. bates Va, 

<5^ MT. PITT 318 M 
^ 316 M rt \ ^ 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headston^ \ 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends ** 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB" — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(g) HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

_ ^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 


Y3 /duality Rov^ 

TkJngstcV 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


ABCD 


P 0 R S 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

nDCM 7 nxVC 7 OH Q __ (Except Sundays, when ire get lazy and are open 

Uit.il f UATw —— i *wU am 10 y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs... te§s 
and coffees,..a:complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-servC itims 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops...magazines...batteriif... 
cigarettes.. . wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cat>jnet 
items... novelties. ..mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts andjsbn- 
diments...picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and Vfsgfsis, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, eatly late. 





for men, ask any woman 


■\ V 


■ Deep Moisturizing Cleanser 

■ Toning Skin Freshener 

■ Enriched Penetrating Moisture Creme 

■ Deep Care Creme 

■ Equalizing Moisture Creme 

■ Gentle Eye Care Creme 

■ Wash-off Creme Refining Masque- 



for the most precious skins. 


HYDRA-DIOR 


PHARMACY 


j, COSMETICS 


on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel ^ 
TUESDAY ,, . 

Film, Paradise Hogs-l ? 

Film, leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N.l.JFjlro, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
_ FRIDAY 

| Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
| Film, R. S. L. Club 

( SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
. Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
(All events open to visitors. 
Booking advised by 4.30 if 
meals involved. Inquiries to 
N. I. Tourist Bureau, Burnt Pine.) 


Kelp yarn 

HEALTH, m 


COSMETICS and 
PERFUMES 


<3 A 

!\ nj Vi COSMETICS and 

m. v! w$k fwutts 

JV ’fi V ID IN Christian Dior 
(j I w\ M Estes Lauder 

d f PERFUMES Revlon 
HEALTH Innoxa 

Yggat Barrette^ to Factor 

Elizabeth Arden 
Avon 

Mary Quant 


N,$MAPE # HAIR 

AFTER SHAVES 
Eau Savage 
Aramis 

Monsieur Rochas 
Moustache 
English Leather 
Faberge - West 

Guerlain 

4711 

Sirs 










ES-2000 Two-channel SoundMates &M*-4ooo/f Four-channel SoundMates 


System Stereo 

Pioneer's ES-2000 puts it all together: everything you need for a 
compact home stereo system-a receiver, a turntable end a pair of 
speaker systems. The perfect team for home entertainment: easy 
operation combined with superb performance, each component 
made for each other. And with the ES-2000's all-separate design, 
you can lay it out to fit any interior. 

Functionally versatile receiver is the heart of the ES-2000. Quasi- 
complementary StPP power amplifier delivers 34 watts of solid 
music power (IHF, 8n). FM signal-to-noise ratio is 70dB, FM tun¬ 
ing sensitivity 2.5pV (IHF). The tuning dial is equally calibrated 
aod complemented by a signal-strength tuning meter for precise 
tuning. You also get the pleasant bonus of MIC mlxing-simply 
plug in a microphone, and sing along with your favorites. Into 
quadraphonic-type ‘surround sound'? Go add a pair of speaker 



systems. Enjoy simufetedtfM ^UT^ehhisf'w^eMTX^ 1 position, 
simulated SQ at MTX-2. through the system's speafttff'IWaWSt fcoh- 
nections, you Cbn aiso quadralize conventional stereo sources. 
PrtrSHWh engineered turntable of the belt-drive type features auto 
return and auto cut for effortless handling. Test-proven four-pole 
synchronous motor rotates the 12-inch die-cast aluminum platter 
precisely, smoothly. The accurate-tracking, sensitive S-shaped tone- 
arm has a plug-in type headshell. There are also a moving-magnet 
type cartridge for high fidelity disc reproduction and a direct- 
readout counterweight for easy stylus pressure adjustment. 
Dynamic speaker systems specially designed for the ES-2000 are 
finely honed, balanced and smooth. Both are the two-way, two- 
speaker type, each featuring a'6-5/16-inch woofer for solid lows 
and a uniquely designed 3-1/8-inch cone tweeter for pristine highs. 
All precisely assembled in efficient bass-reflex type enclosures 
with elegantly finished rosewood cabinets that will match any 



Four-Channel System 

The Prelude-4000A brings all the excitement of concert hall music 
into your living room with stunning realism. Everything you need 
for'four-channel is here—in a package that can't be beat for per¬ 
formance or style. Beautifully designed, the Prelude-4000A is sure 
to add drama to the decor of any listening room. 

Value-packed receiver forms the "control center" of the Prelude- 
4000A, packing a full 38 watts (IHF, 812) of music power. Choose 
from any of the four-channel sources (RM, SQ, discrete), dr uti¬ 
lize conventional stereo sources for either conventional stereo or 
simulated four-channel listening. AM/FM? The tuner section of the 
receiver is easy to operate, includes a signal-strength meter for pre¬ 
cise tuning and offers both high sensitivity and excellent signal-to- 
noise ratio. You also have,the bonus of MIC mixing—simply plug 
in a microphone, and sing with the stars. 



Easy-operation turntable features auto ttUirti ifit f tUiO CUf Ittf Vir¬ 
tually eff&rtless record handling. The 12-inch aluminum alloy die- 
cast platter is belt-driven, quiet and smooth, with wow and flutter 
less than 0.15%. A moving-magnet type cartridge with a diamond 
stylus is mounted on an accurate-tracking and S-shaped tonearm to 
ensure true-to-life reproduction fidelity. 

Living-presence speaker systems deliver breathtaking "surround 
sound." In rosewood-finish cabinets, you can lay them out any¬ 
where in the listening room. The front speaker systems (2-w8y, 
2-speaker) and the rear speaker systenfs (full-range) are a cinch to 
please the listener with stunning sound all around. 


..TMrik 

^PIONEER 

Think 

Bums 















Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond’s Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New- Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a. m. to 1 p. m., and V 
again from 2 p*m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond Imports 
most of its stock directly from the'- 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exptic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the cohveqience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority N.l. Need 

Peaceful, unspoilt, restful to the 
eye, remote, historic — Norfolk is 
all those things, for visitors and for 
those who live here. 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
rospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
;our visit should make you wish there 
vere something you might do for the 
stland community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
hay be forwarded to the News at P. O. 
3ox 285. 


Norfolk Island News -- Holiday Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It Is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.l. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gid ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S.' "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney In New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1.100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.L Church Services 

ZA THOLIC ; 

vfass when Father Des-gcanlon is on 
he Island, every day, 5J30 p. m. 
Additional masses on Sunday at 


8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at io.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9,15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



Norfolk Island News— Tourist Lift-Out 

Many "Bounty" Names in 

While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. t 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and " 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait — road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME 




ASHORE IN A SUNG AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 


Crews that Work the Ships 

Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman’s duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship >• 
to ship. ' r 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Doijran, 

Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef/ 

Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 

Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jery crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage- 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge -t the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, Oi more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tq'ns of 
cargo Inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k?gs, pefsonal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


WHEN A SEATS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON. THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL $UIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 

times getsknocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 


lighterage system jnay seem primitive* . 
The men who wofk it almost all have • 
other "normal”>jobs, and turn out j 
early when a strip reaches the island. 

The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 

The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 




at the Garrison 


news 


Everyone Was At the Race 


Garrison Restaurant last Thursday 
night were Ken and Denise Potton, 
of Auckland. 

Ken is a cousin of Dallas Cree. 
They are staying with Dallas's 
Mother, Mrs. Riley, in Grassy Road, 


Day on Monday for Bill 
T.V. Programmr. 


Preston Clothi 
lard Walker. 


GREAT EXCITEMENT AT THE START OF THE FOUR-MILE CROSS COUNTRY 
RACE ORGANISED BY THE NORFOLK ISLAND LEAGUES -CLUB, VT^feAISE MO¬ 
NEY FOR THEIR INJURED PLAYERS FUND. AN ENOURMOUS CROWD TURNED 
OUT TO SEE THEM OFF - - AND THEN RACED THEMSELVES TO THE LEA¬ 
GUES CLUB TO SEE ARIS MYERS RUNNING EFFORTLESSLY INTO FIRST PLACE 
AND JAP MENGHETTI INTO SECOND PLACE. PICTURES: LEFT,. PART OF THE 
CROWD AROUND THE STARTING POST, WITH THE SCOREBOARD IN THE 
BACKGROUND; RIGHT, RACE OFFICIALS JOHN SNELUNG, TOON BUFFETT, ‘ 


Solicitor Checkmates 
Farmer Ex-Champ 


Duncan McIntyre won the, 1975 
:.I. Chess Championships with a 
ne point lead over Dave South, 
/inner in 1973 and 1974. Although 
lave can take satisfaction frorh. his 


another nice thing from Rotary 


personal game score against the 
cftanipton - an advantage of- 1-4 - 4 -• d 
he lost a game each to Gregor 
Langhan? 1 . and Henry Smith and with 
them the chance of the hat trick. 

With some games unfinished it looks 
like Dave South second and a fight 
between Gregor Langhansl and Henry 
Smith for third. 


, On Thursday ev.ening Rotary Norfolk 
Island presented the President of the 
Norfolk branch of the Red Cross, Mrs. 
Bonnie Quintal, with the k^y to the 
Equipment Hut which they built for 
the Club in the hospital grounds. 
Bonnie first suggested the r idea for. 
this hut nearly three’years' ago. Lac k 


of funds kept the idea a dormant one 
until a year ago, when she appealed 
to the Rotary for help. 

The picture on the left shows Bonnie 
being presented with the key by 
Rotary's Community Director, Jeff 
Bennett. .On the right is the hut 
itself. 








*LUNCH AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY? - - WHAT A GOOD IDEA! 


HEWS "MINI-AOS" 
Silky Oaks Stables 

Offers a variety of trail rides, good 
horses & equipment. Horses can take 
you where cars cannot go. Book your 
ride at N. I. Tourist Bureau. 

Need Ironing Done 

Wendy McGuinness requires sdme- 
one to do ironjng*on a three-hours- 
a-week basis, her house or theirs, . 
for $2,00 an hour. Ring 2024. ; 

Shoes For Sale 

New pair girl's black school siloes, ! 
size 13. Made by Clarks N. Z. ! 
Cost $10. 99, will sell for $6. 99. i 
Phone Gaileen Snell on 2132. j 

Honda Car For Sale j 

Registered but needs appendicectomy j 

and promises good health in future, ! 
See Margaret at Barretts. j 


Mini-Ads work. Kay Wood 
offered Saturday riding les¬ 
sons and four new learners 
turned up. You can lodge a 
Mini-Ad at The Milk Bar, 
Amy Bathie's or Jensens, and 
send a message all over the 
island fog-only $1. 


Not everyone had to walk on Anniversary Day... 

#S 


The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk's premier hotel... 

*Value exceptional. We use the best fillets and sirloins, 
and serve a Minute Steak and Salad for just Si.75. 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeifie 


telephone 2166 


/other good things on the menu: JumboBurgers; ham, beef, 
chicken or cheese salasjs; fresh - filled rolls and french 

fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwicnes — seafood, poultry, 

beef or nam; apple pie and ice cream; gateaux; coffee 


Norfolk 


STOP FOAM 

AS FEEL very strongly about 
the preservation of our Norfolk stand¬ 
ard of living it was horrifying to find 
a big puff of detergent foam billow¬ 
ing up from a gentle little stream 
flowing through a property not far 
from ours. The stream is one which 
eventually leads into the ocean just 
east of Cemetery Road. This stream 
used to be the epitome of the babbl¬ 
ing brook but now it looks troubled. 
Amidst .the beauty of tall pines, wild 
ferns and age-old stone the foam of 
detergent seems to signal what will 
happen to Norfolk if we don't try 
harder. The race against chemicals 
is one we can all run. It seems 
especially to fall into a woman’s 
realm of responsibility since we are 
really the keepers of the home. 

There are many bio-degradable 
detergents on the market but we've 
reverted to using washing soda 
(crystallised soda) for the "washing 
up". It isn't hard on the hands at 
all. If it happens to be on yours 
try making this hand lotion. 

3/4 cup rose water 
. '4 cup glycerin 
1/4 teaspoon honey 
1/4 teaspoon vinegar 
Shake well. 

Also, there really is nothing wrong 
with good old pure soap. 

NORFOLK WILL NOT be covered in 
Australia's "Medibank" scheme for 
paying medical expenses. 

That is the Administrator's inter¬ 
pretation of a letter sent late in May 
from the Health Insurance Commiss¬ 
ion in Canberra to the Minister for 
the Capital Territory. 

Norfolk residents will be covered 
for medical expense they run into 
while in Australia -- just as will 
any overseas visitors to Australia. 

("But watch out, " said the Admini¬ 
strator, pointing out that the cover¬ 
age may vary from one State to 
another.) 

Australian residents will be 
covered while they are in Norfolk. 

But for Norfolk residents and their 
medical expenses on the Island — 
keep your hospitalisation insurance, 
or be prepared to pay the bill your¬ 
self. 



AROUND NORFOLK'S KITCHENS 

Celia (Mrs. Arthur) Bigg's lovely, 
roomy kitchen has a fantastic view out 
over rolling country from high up on 
Stockyard Road. A well-planned 
kitchen and easy to work in, it also 
provides ample space for Celia and 
Arthur's two sons, Simon and Matthew 
to play. 



English-born Celia met Arthur 
while here on holiday. They have 
been living on Norfolk since 1967. 
Celia worked at Monash University in 
Melbourne as secretary to the head of 
the English Department. She loves 
Norfolk and its informal relaxed way 
of life. Here is one of her favourite 
recipes which incidentally she got 
from Helen Payne. 

STEAK TEMOANA 
3 lbs. topside 
i teaspoon curry powder 

1 package of mushroom soup 

2 teaspoons of mixed spices 
1 cup dry sherry 

1 tablespoon tomato sauce 
i cup vinegar 

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 

2 chopped onions 

Cut steak into serving pieces. Mix { 
teaspoon curry powder with 1 package 
mushroom -soup and 2 teaspoons mix¬ 
ed spices. Coat steak on both sides 
with dry mixture. Place meat, with 
any dry mixture over, in casserole 
with 1 cup dry sherry, 1 tablespoon 
tomato sauce, i cup vinegar, 1 
tablespoo: Worcestershire sauce 
and 2 chopped onions. Cook in 
moderate oven for 2 hours. 

Helen uses 12 prunes and 12 cubes 
of pineapple on top bur Celia says 
it is nice without too; It is so 
easy, says Celia - mix everything 
together - put in oven and forget 
about it for a couple of hours. 


LIVING 


books in the library: 

0 

MAEIOUW! 

0 

CATS OF THE WORLD 
by Armand Denis. 

LET ME SAY at the outset that I 
am prejudiced in favour of this book 
as I am a confirmed cat-lover. Well, 
that's not quite true, just certain 
selected cats only. I'm inordinately 
proud of my large tabby tom-cat, who 
to my mind combines the wisdom of 
Solomon and the prowess of Casanova 
with the hunting ability of Nimrod. 

But my next-door-neighbour's two 
cats are a pair of shockers. One of 
them is a sadist who invites young 
kittens round to play and then beats 
them up to keep fit, while the other 
appeared in court only a few weeks 
back for making advances to little 
mice in the shrubbery. But, as I 
say, when reading Armand Denis' 

"Cats of the World" 1 was prejudiced 
from the start. 

Having got that off my chest, what 
are the book's good points? First 
and foremost, it s comprehensive¬ 
ness. It not only describes the usual 
lions, tigers and leopards but ment¬ 
ions at some length every member 
of the family "Felidae"; including 
the very rare Pallas’ cat, the jaguar- 
undi and the Andean spotted cat. 

All the species are described in de¬ 
tail, giving their habits, distribut¬ 
ion, diet and an account of their 
relationship to man and the ecology. 
Secondly, the photographs are fantas¬ 
tic, more so the ones in black and 
white than those in colour. The 
flashlight pictures of a tiger about to 
spring must rank as some of the 
greatest animal action shots ever. 
Thirdly, it makes no attempt to 
"talk down" to it’s readers, so it can 
be enjoyed on many levels, ranging 
from the young school-child who 
just wants to spend a few moments 
flicking through a feline picture- 
book to the serious naturalist who 
wishes to know more about a subject 
on which his knowledge is scanty. 
Altogether, a book to not only read, 
but to keep and re-read. 

HENRY SMITH 



Business & 

No Tax Haven Aust Says 

IN REPLY TO the Chamber of 
Commerce cable to several Aust¬ 
ralian Ministers asking that 
"’Income Tax Afct No. 4" be sus¬ 
pended with respect to Norfolk, 

F. E. Stewart, Minister A ssisting 1 
the Treasurer, has replied that this 
could be done only by act of 
Parliament. 

"Suspension or repeal by 
Parliament would revive attractions 
of Norfolk Island as tax haveh, ” 

Mr. Stewart cabled. "Cannot 
agree to propose such a course, 
which would : be seriously detri¬ 
mental to Australian revenue." 

He also said that inquiries made 
on the Island recently by the 
Commissioner of Taxation were 
"reasonable and ordinary exer¬ 
cises of his administrative 
functions." 



Hay Tourists Up 1% 

THE NUMBER OF TOURISTS 
visiting Norfolk in Miy was up seven 
percent from May last year, reach¬ 
ing a' total of 1609. 

Visitors from Australia increased 
by 35 to 965, and New Zealanders 
numbered 644, an increase of 69. 

Private aircraft arrivals continued 
at a high level, with 151 
passengers. 

Govt GztteDigst 

No.25 5/6/75 

Lighterage charges up from 6/6/75. 
New rates: $5.18 pr du.mtr. or 
$5.77 per tonne; for two lighters 
lashed together $10.36 cu. mtr., 

$11.54 tonne; empty drums $5.18 cu 
mtr.; minimum lighterage $1154 per 
ship. Overtime and holiday penal¬ 
ties now $2-$3 per hour. 

Taxiing crews ashore, $30 per ship. 
Submissions on airport upgrading 
plans to Dept, of Environment by 
7/7/75 . 

Holidays 9/6/75 and 16/6/75 no 
mail either day. 

Library open 10/6 and 17/6 in leiu of 
above holidays. Library fees $l-$4. 
Mrs. Deborah Muir hired as asst. 

Postal Ofcr. 

Gun Club shooting at Steel's Point 
7/7; watch out. 

Pantaloni Shipping Co., Atters, 

Wavell Holdings and Woodstock 
Enterprises (all Ltd.) to be dis- 
^_£)lved 4/9/75; Genoa, Pisa and 
were struck off 


EXCHANG E RA YES (Selling) 

6th June, 1975 

UK £E1 = $A .5750 

NZ NZ$1 = $A L 0133 

FRANCE $A = Francs(Ffr) 5.333 

H/KONG $A= HK$ 6.561 

JAPAN $A - Yen 388.90 

N*LANDS $A = Florins(F) 3.193 

SWITZ* 

LAND $A = FrancsCSfrJ.S.SlS 

W. GERMANY $A = Deutsche- 

. marks(Dm) 3.113 

FIJI $A = F$ 1.0516 

USA $A = US$ 1.3414 

NOUMEA $A = Francs 

(CFPfr) 96.886 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 

Unemployment Worse 

"THE AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY 
is currently characterised by high 
unemployment, rapid inflation and 
depressed business confidence, ” says 
the A NZ Bank in its latest monthly 
issue of Business Indicators. 

"The economy is precariously 
balanced, " says the bank. "Despite 
the signs suggesting some revival in 
economic activity, failure to re¬ 
strain inflation could cause the 
economy to move deeper into 
recession." 

The ANZ says that business recov¬ 
ery depends on how effectively 
inflation is tackled, and whether 
the authorities can bring about a 
reduction of "inflationary expect¬ 
ations. " Whether either task is 
achievable, particularly by a 
Government in a certain amount of 
leadership turmoil, the bank 
doesn't speculate. 

In the U. S., unemployment last 
month reached 9.Q?/o of the work¬ 
force, the highest since 1941. 

Half Digby*s Luck 

TREND-WATCHERS in Norfolk's 
business community are pondering 
whether a- pension currently being 
financed by Burns Philp could 
signal a new era in employer- 
employee relations on the Island. 

Digby, the store cat who for 
years supervised floor-level oper¬ 
ations and welcomed shoppers, 
finally reached a point of advanced 
age where he was ah, er, well, a 
nuisance to the cleaners. 

Now looked after by a kindly 
Island resident, Digby is enjoying 
a life of retirement with all the 
Whiskas he can eat — compliments 
of B.P. 


Commerce 

5th Career for Danny 

DANNY LUSK retired from 
McIntyre's Solicitors after six years 
Friday afternoon. He was previ¬ 
ously the Island's Registrar for 15 
years, and before that worked with 
Burns Philp, setting up that 
company's airline agency business-- 
starting out selling bucket seats on 
the old Dakotas operated by the Air 
Force. 

Danny came to Norfolk in the 
early 1930's when he was about 26. 

He went into partnership growing 
bananas and bean seeds on a large 
property off Mt. PittRd., called 
"Powder’s Valley” after Powder 
Quintal. 

The plantation thrived arid the 
bananas were excellent until the 
great Norfolk flood of 1936 or*37, 
when 22 inches of rain drowned the 



Island in six hours. The plantation 
ended up at the bottom of the 
gulley, along with pine trees and 
3-ton boulders. At the Deauville 
Hotel (now the Paradise) the 
piano was washed right out of the 
pub and onto the golf course. 

With the plantation washed away, 
Danny did casual work until joining 
the A.I.F. in World War II. 

He hasn’t planned his retirement 
days fully, but expects to be doing 
some land agency and conveyancing 
work, as well as concentrating on 
his own property. 

"I’m perturbed about present 
political trends, " he says. "I only 
hope taxation doesn't come fully to 
Norfolk, in particular death duties. 

In time people who don’t have money 
would be deprived of their land." 

Flights ThisWhek 

From To From To From To 

Syd . Syd. Akl. Ak 1. Bne . Sne. 
M - - 10.30 TOO - 


W 1.45 3.00 . - - - 10.00 

T - - 2.00 - 

F 4.25 5.15 10.30 11.30 - 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 



Caledonia 


officers; 


"PORT de FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

Voyage 51 due depart Sydney 27th June 
due arrive Norfolk 1st July 
due depart Norfolk 3rd July 
due arrive Auckland 5th July 

Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 25th July 
due arrive Norfolk 2bth July 
due depart Norfolk 31st July 
due arrive Auckland 2nd August 


Caledoniens 
send t 
best 
wishes 

on 

Norfolk 

for 

your 

Anniversary 

Day 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 







Newman 


SPORTS withRoger 



Aris Meyer running for his team the 
Reds easily won the 4 mile road 
race held on Saturday afternoon from 
a field of 29 other runners. 

The race was. organized by the Nor¬ 
folk Island Rugby League the'proceeds 
of which go to the Injured Players' 
Fund and $2, 000 in prize money was 
won by people who had ticket No. 19 
- $200 each thanks to Aris Meyer. 

In second place 100 yards behind 
came Jap Menghetti who didn't even 
look puffed. About the same dis¬ 
tance back Trevor Calderrunning for 
the Greens finished in 3rd place. So 
it was a Red, Blue, Green 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd finish. 



WINNER ARIS MEYER RECEIVED 
A TROPHY FROM THE RANKING 
NON-COMPETITOR OF THE DAY 



2ND: JAP 3RD; TREVOR 


However the field of 10 runners 
for the Reds dominated the race, 
all finishing well and they took out 
*,tf)te ‘tearfi^fee ahead of'the Blues 
with 6reens finishing third. 

The Administrator presented the 
prizes to the- three place getters in 
an event which will become an 
annual race. 


SID COOPER & BOOT HOLD 
GREENS TO 22-ALL DRAW 

Half Time 14-11 to Blues. _ 

A good crowd-at the Kingston Oval 
on Sunday afternoon saw a tooth 
and nail struggle between the Greens 
and Blues in beautiful rugby con¬ 
ditions although most people didn't 
venture out of their cars because of 
the cool wind. 

Straight after the kick off it was 
evident that it would be a fast open 
game with the Blues shaping up for 
a big score as the Greens took a 
little while to settle down. 

Boo Prentice for the Greens was 
the first to score wide out in the. 
corner although it looked as if the 
ball had been lost when crossing the 
line. Ref Lou Evans however was on 
the spot and awarded the try, Skeet 
Anderson missed the conversion. 

Blues went straight on to attack 
in retaliation with Captain Sid 
Cooper scoring a good try along¬ 
side the sticks which he converted 
to put his team in the lead 5 to 3. 

The referee was keeping a hard 
eye on the 5 yard rule and Greens 
gave away at least 5 penalties in 
this manner 3 of which Sid Cooper 
made no mistake thank you very 
„ much 6 points for Blues. It was these) 
penalties as it turned out that robbed ' 
the Greens of a good win. 

The one man team of Skeet Ander¬ 
son who had a bottler of a game 
scored 2 good tries in the first half ^ 
one of which he converted to bring , 
the Greens up to II points. 

Spindles Menghetti spoiled the one- 
man tally of Sid Cooper who up to 
this stage had scored all of the Blues, 
points (11) by running straight through 
a gap that was big enough for one of- 
Gerry Aafjes' trucks to dot the ball ; 
down for the simplest of tries to make 
the half time score 14 points to 11 
for Blues. 

The first half was very fast open { 
and remarkably free of incidents { 
although Kevin Olssen who was hav-.’ 
ing a good game for the Blues had 
to leave the field (through ah in¬ 
jury) which was very bad luck. 

Sid Cooper continued his dom¬ 
ination in the game by scoring a 
try to take his tally to 14 of the 
Blues 17 points but he missed the con¬ 
version. 

Greens pressed hard and Tony Wil¬ 
son went over to make the score 17 
to 14 still in Blues favour, Skeet 
Anderson missing the conversion. 

Greens Captain Les Bourke. deserv¬ 
edly scored his try which Sk6ef Ander¬ 
son converted to put Greens in the 


lead 19-17. 

Blues then really piled on the 
pressure a good break by Steve Ryves 
resulting in a try to match winner 
Jap Menghetti under the posts which 
Sid Cooper converted to put Blues in 
front once again 22-19. 

Greens then put everything into a 
final effort although they didn't look 
as if they had anything left, but 
proved the critics wrong by sending 
■ Bill Stables in for the try to level 
the scores at 22 all, just a few min¬ 
utes before full time. 

On paper the Greens deserved to 
win by scoring 6 tries to the Blues 4 
however you can't give away pen¬ 
alties when Sid Cooper is in form 
and the Greens paid the penalty - 
three successful goals by Cooper who 
finished the game with a personal 
tally of 16 points of his teams 22 
points. 

Congratulations to Skeet Anderson 
who won the player of the day award. 


WORLD CUP CRICKET 

Results of matches played over 
the weekend in the Prudential World 
Cup Cricket being held in England 
are;- 

England (4-334) beat India (3-132) 
by 202 runs. 

Australia (7-278) beat Pakistan 
(205) by 73 runs. 

New Zealand (5-309) beat East 
Africa (128) by 181 runs which in-, 
eluded a knock by Kiwi Captain 
Glen Turner of 171 not out. 

West Indies beat Sri Lanka. 

N.Z. RUGBY 

Scotland continued its winning 
streak last Saturday (following its 
win over Hawkes Bay earlier in the 
week by 30 points to nil) by beating 
Wellington 36-25 in a fast open 
game at Wellington and look poised 
for a chance against the All Blacks 
at Auckland this weekend. However 
my money will be on the All Blacks. 
SYDNEY RUGBY LEAGUE RESULTS 
CANTERBURY 9 DEF. SOUTHS 6 
EASTS 25 " PENRITH 8 

V.F.L. RESULTS 

FOOTSCRAY 13-11-89 DEF. S^MELB. 
12-15-87 

RICHMOND 19-14-128 DEF. ESSEN 
DON 12-9-81 

CARLTON 16-10-106 DEF. FITZROY 
15-7-97 

N/MELB. 17-19-121 DEF. ST. KILDA 
15-9-99 

GEELONG 14-20-104 DEF. MELB. 
14-14-98 

HAWTHORN 19-24-138 DEF. COL- 
UNGWOOD 13-11-89 





‘dars Norfolk ’ 


what Anniversary Day 
is about... 

IN HIS RECENT historical researches 
in Australia, Les Brown came upon 
an account in an 1857 issue of "The 
Nautical Magazine and Naval Chro¬ 
nicle" describing the Pitcairners' 
move to Norfolk. 

We are delighted to bring it to you 
with his courtesy, as a special Anni¬ 
versary Day treat. 


In the Nautical of April last is an 
account of a visit to that interesting 
little group of'people, the Pitcairn 
Islanders, the object, of which was 
one of great importance to their 
future welfare, and will form, with 
its results, an important epoch in' 
their history. The anticipated per¬ 
iod when their numbers would be so 
much increased as to rertder the is¬ 
land no longer capable of supplying 
their wants had arrived; its narrow 
and circumscribed limits'did not 
afford sufficient space for the in¬ 
creasing families, and inconvenience 
ensued which it was foreseen could 
only be remedied by some important 
measure. That measure was the re¬ 
moval of the whole community to 
another island, and the visit to which 
we have alluded was that of H. M. S. 
Juno, Commodore Freemantle, 
whose object was to offer the islandr 
ers the occupation of Norfolk Island 
in exchange for their beloved Pit¬ 
cairn - hallowed to them as their 
home, the scene of their earliest 
recollections, endeared to them 
from their infancy, and beyond these 
the dark - shall we say dreadful - 
events connected with the history of 
their forefathers. The general feel¬ 
ing at the announcement of this pro¬ 
vision for them by H. M. Government 
was one of regret. Some few indeed, 
it appeared, entertained hopes of 
staying, but the loss of the society 
of their friends when the time of 
departure arrived it was considered 
would overcome their reluctance to 
leave their native soil, and this 
appears by the number arrived to 
have been the case. 

The most favourable season was 
asked for to effect the removal, and 


all that was stipulated for by them 
was the same seclusion they had thus 
far enjoyed - the separation from the 
rest of the world unhappily so essent¬ 
ial to prevent that contamination 
with vice from which these pure- 
minded and excellent Christians 
shrink with horror. In the land of 
their fathers their t were paths of 
virtue,,pure and unmingled with 
vice in any form. All that they de- 
sited, since they must leave it, was - 
to be shielded from that vice to 
\ which, from the approachable nat- 
: ure of the island they would not be 
secure;- all that they desired, in 
fact, was to be permitted to remain 
uncontaminated by the world. We 
have no doubt that the proper meas¬ 
ures, both as respects the Govern¬ 
ment as well as themselves, will be 
ta ken to secure this, and that they 
will hereafter form a bright speck, 
reflecting the beams of Christian , 
vifrues, in an ocean which is studded ; 
with dark spots where mankind yet 
gropes about as a cannibal in the ig- t 
norance of heathenism and the most 
abject superstition. 

The intelligence of the removal Of . 1 
the Pitcairn people to Norfolk Island 
appears in the following extract from 
the Tasmanian Colonial Times of 
July 28th, besides having been re¬ 
ported to the’Admiralty by Captain 
Denham, of the Herald. The account 
says.- 

The Morayshire, ship, has been' em¬ 
ployed in removing the Pitcairn island¬ 
ers t<v*’eir new abode, Norfolk Island. 
She left Sydney on the 23rd February, 
and touching Norfolk Island, landed 
a quantity of bread, maize, beef, 
tea, sugar and other stores, sufficient 
to maintain the islanders during the 
first twelve months after their arrival, 
and whilst they are getting in the 
crops for the next year's supply. 

Thence she proceeded to Pitcairn 
Island, where she arrived on the 22nd 
April, and', after considerable diff¬ 
iculty, succeeded in taking on board 
all the inhabitants, with their goods 
and chattels, - in fact everything 
moveable, not forgetting tfie gun 
saved from the ever-memorable 
Bounty.* 

The vessel left Pitcairn Island on 


the 3rd May, with 198 souls, viz., 

96 males and 102 females, the great¬ 
er proportion being children. In the 
first six days half the voyage was 
accomplished - twenty-nine being 

occupied in completing the other - 

part, owing to the boisterous weathr 
er encountered, the passengers suffer¬ 
ing much from sea-stekness. Norfolk 
Island was reached ori the 7th June, 
and the people disembarked on the ; j 
•;jr day after in excellent .health, to 

which the endless exertion of the'Rev.- 
W. Nobbs, their Priest, and §yrgeon 
A tended not a little. One birrh occurr- 
'% ed on the passage, a,boy, who v^as 
^'christened, and named, after the 

Governor-General of. NewiSouth ■ 
Wales. "Willianj Denison. V. 

The officers left in “charge of Nor¬ 
folk island,' and five prisoners, hav- : 
ingembarked in the vessel, she left 
for this port (Hobart Town) on the j 
26th June, leaving the new arrivals 
well, happy, and quite pleased with 
their,new home. Boisterous weather . 
prevailed during the stay of the ’ 
Morayshire at Norfolk island, dur- 
’ ing which H. M.S. Herald, which 
was lying there, lost twp anchors 
and a cable. The Juno was there 
also, having called in on her way 
down to the islands. The crews 
of both vessels rendered material 
assistance in putting the new inhab¬ 
itants In the way of working, &c. 

About three weeks before the Pit¬ 
cairn people arrived at Norfolk Island, 
the Southern Cross, with the Bishop 
of New Zealand, called in for the pur¬ 
pose of greeting them. There are 
about 2, 000 sheep, 450 head of 
cattle and 20 horses, left for the new 
comers, with every requisite for the 
cultivation of the soil and for their 
comfort. The gun which belonged 
to the Bounty will be shipped in the 
Herald and taken home. 

What possible interest this gun will 
excite in England is not apparent. 
Surely such a relic should ever re¬ 
main to the descendants of the Bounty, 
rather than come here to be pointed 
at as the monument of tyranny and 
its dreadful consequences. 

* Captain Denham also adds the 
copper fish kettle and the anvil 
of the Bounty. 
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PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


CONVICTED OF STEALING 


Teen-Age Girls Fined 

THREE TEEN-AGE girls were 
convicted of shoplifting at the 
Norfolk Island Court of Petty 
Sessions on Friday. 

All three girls are from Australia, 
living on the Island under six-months 
work permits. 

Two of the girls were on trial 
together: a N.S.W. girl and her 
friend who had migrated from 
Ireland and accompanied, her to 
Norfolk several months ago. 

The N.S.W. girl had been 
convicted in Australia in January 
of stealing cardigans from a 
store. In Norfolk court both were 
found guilty of having stolen silver 
earrings, a silver chain necklace 
and a silver dress ring from Nimpex 
last Tuesday. 

Staff in the shop had noticed the 
items missing after the girls left, 
and notified the police, who 
investigated the next day. 

The Irish girl, when interviewed, 
(continued on Page 3) 


Good Sydney Bounty Day 

ANNIVERSARY DAY was celebrated 
in Sydney in great style and with 
great enjoyment. 

Joyce and Denys Adams were among 
the group, and Joyce sends this re¬ 
port: 

"Despite clouds and a chilly morn¬ 
ing, Sunday, 8th June turned out to 
be a beautiful day in Sydney. 

"Seventy persons, mainly Norfolk 
Islanders, gathered at the home of 
Ken and Margaret Christian, Roseville, 
td celebrate Bounty Day and do jus¬ 
tice to a typical Bounty Day feast. 

Food was laid on, meats and salads, 
trumpeter, banana pilhi, lemon and 
passionfruit pie in the traditional Nor¬ 
folk style. 

"Among the Norfolk identities was 
Sonny Mallett, enjoying the day out 
from the Narrabeen War Veterans Home. 
Also present was Norfolk resident of 
long ago, Erick Brackley. 

"A very happy day was spent by all 
and they were most appreciative to 
Ken and Marg for the work they did 
and for making their home available 
for the occasion." 


NORFOLK MAP, WEEKLY 
TOURIST GUIDE - - 

SEE CENTRE LIFT-OUT 


"Mermaid" Arrives Soon 

TWO NEW self-adhesive Norfolk 
Island shaped stamps will go on sale 
August 18th. 

A 10c stamp with show H.M. Sur¬ 
vey Cutter "Mermaid" at anchor in 
Sydney Bay, Norfolk, in 1825. In 
the value most used for overseas 
.letters, it will be widely seen abroad. 
The Mermaid, a Government ship, 
was one of two that carried officers 
and prisoners to Norfolk to establish 



the notorious second settlement 150 
years ago. 

A 35c stamp is drawn from an 1835 
painting of the Kingston area, made 
when the second settlement was fully 
established and most of the present- 
day historic buildings had been com¬ 
pleted. 

There has been some harsh criti¬ 
cism of Norfolk's free-form stamps 
from philatelic experts overseas, who 
fear that the island could be going 
the way of other small principalities, 
issuing more and more colourful and 
unusual stamps to earn income and 
gradually degrading them from "proper" 
stamps of restrained quality into gaudy 
little souvenirs. 

But, last year at least, buyers 
gobbled them up, helping to bring 
island revenues to the highest level 



NORFOLK ACTION GROUP 
MEETS TOMORROW - - 

SEE "DARS NORFOLK" STORY 
INSIDE BACK COVER_ 


TOUGH ER CROWN LEASES 
Resumptions Likely, 
Minis ter Brya nt Says 

HOLDERS OF CROWN leaseholds 
will find their rights lessened and 
their obligations increased if policies 
recently described by the Minister, 
the Hon. Gordon Bryant, are put into 
effect. 

Of privately-held land on the island, 
almost 40% is on Crown leases. 

Norfolk Island Council had prop¬ 
osed 99-year leases, rather than 28 
years; a 50% cut in annual rentals,, 
from 1/10% of the unimproved cap¬ 
ital value to 1/20%; and reviews of 
rentals on business Crown leases 
every four years instead of every 20 
years. 

On May 21st Mr. Bryant wrote 
squashing Council's hopes and dish¬ 
ing out further bad news as well. 

”1 remain opposed to Crown leases 
longer than 28 years, " he said. 

"I intend as a matter of general 
policy to approve of maximum 
periods of 28 years." 

As to rentals, he said "I could not 
support a 50% cut in what appears to 
be an already reasonable level of 
rental." 

As to the timing of rent reviews, he 
agreed four years made sense — but 
not just for business properties. "I 
am now proposing to reduce the re¬ 
appraisal period to four years in re- 

NORFOLK PAID OWN WAY 
IN '73/'74 YEAR - - 

NEW FACTS FROM LATEST 
ISLAND ANNUAL REPORT - 
PAGE 5 


spect of all Crown leases," he added. 

Mr. Bryant took the opportunity to 
say that he also proposes to extend 
the compulsory acquisition provisions 
in the Crown Lease Ordinance. "The 
purposes for which land can be ac¬ 
quired or resumed are somewhat re¬ 
strictive, ” he wrote, "in that they 
do not cover, .the implementation of 
a Town Plan or the consolidating of 
small rural areas into viable sized 
Portions for pastoral or agricultural 
purposes. There may also be a need 
(continued on Page 3) 





FIONA' "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last. 
Miltons had the lot..»now we've got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home...he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot.- The rest of the 
time was pure holiday..." 




<^ow4 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




Shoplifters 

(continued from Page I) 

was wearing a silver bracelet 
that she was also found to have 
stolen from Nimpex the previous 
Thursday. 

Both pleaded guilty, said they 
regretted their "foolish impulse, " 
and were finded $50. The N. S.W. 
girl, in view of her previous 
conviction, was told by Mr. 
Startin-Field, S.M., "Be careful 
in the future, 1 think if anything 
happens again it won't be just a 
fine. The Act allows a penalty of 
12 months- imprisonment." 

The third girl, employed as a 
waitress, was accused of stealing 
a $14.95 Instamatic camera from a 
display at Max’ s. A shop assistant 
had noticed her leaving hurriedly, 
and then saw that a camera was 
missing. 

Lois Thomas of Max's confronted 
the girl in Taylors Road about 15 
minutes later, after the girl had 
bought film for an Instamatic 
at Cameralines. Mrs. Thomas 
asked the girl if she had taken the 
camera, but the girl said she had 
simply been looking at cassettes. 

The girl and a friend, a girl of 
similar age, told the court 
corroborating stories of the event, 
but the magistrate found them 
unconvincing. While the camera 
was nor found, and the evidence was 
circumstantial, he found the girl 
guilty and fined her $25. 

Her unsuccessful plea of not guilty 
was defended by Mr. Frank Wade, 
a visiting barrister. After the 
girl had been convicted, he asxed 
the court to consider not entering 
the convection on permanent 
record, because of the girl's 
previous good record and the damage 
a criminal conviction would do to 
her in the future. He said the girl 
would leave the Island within one 
week's time, but the magistrate 
after consideration refused the 
request and the conviction will be 
recorded. 

While the girl was testifying Mr. 
Startin-Field watched her intently. 

In convicting her he said, "Having 
seen the defendant in the box I 
regard her as less than honest." 


New Police Head 

CONSTABLE BILL STOLL of the. 
A.C.T. police has assumed command 
of Norfolk police activities since Sgt. 
Greg Hinks' departure for Australia 
on Wednesday. 

Sgt. Hinks, whose tour of duty on 
the island ends June 30, had to fly to 
the mainland for attention to a finger 
infeqtion that was worsening and not 
responding to treatment. A farewell 
party in his honour, set for the Bowl¬ 


ing Club last Friday, was postponed. 

Constable Stoll is expected to re¬ 
main in charge until new police 
officers have been appointed and 
perhaps for several months after¬ 
ward. The positions to be filled in¬ 
clude a two-year appointment of a 
sergeant second class, and 12-months 
appointments of two constables, 
preferably single. The positions 
were advertised in the Police Gazette 
in Australia, and applications closed 
June 11th. 

Arbor View at Garrison 

THE TAYLORS RD. facade of the 
Garrison Restaurant, one of Norfolk's 
recent-vintage landmarks, is receiv¬ 
ing a beauty treatment. 

Proprietor Dick Cavil planted some 
cuttings from wild Isabella grapes 
last year, and found they grew at an 
astonishing one inch a day- So he 
and Paddy decided to give the vines 



a fair chance, and have commission¬ 
ed a grape arbor extending across the 
front of the restaurant. 

A small garden area is also being 
enclosed to keep wandering cattle 
away from the vines. 

But it won't be a beer garden, or 
an outdoor extension of the licensed 
premises. "We didn't even ask, but 
the powers that be made it clear that 
just isn't on, " says Dick. 

Peak Hour Traffic Aid 

RECENTLY-INSTALLtU trattic 
signs have been changed around in 
the light of experience over several 
months. 

Taylors Rd. has now been given 
through priority where it meets Queen 
Elizabeth Ave. A "yield” sign has 
been shifted to sell motorists driving 
toward Burnt Pine that they should 
give way to cars from either the 
right or left in Taylors Rd. 

"The previous location of the sign, 
causing Taylors Rd. traffic to give 
way, was causing a bank-up of cars 
during peak hours, " said Sgt. Greg 
Hinks. "Peak hours. ..on Norfolk” 
he added. 

A New Cascade Rd. "Stop" sign at 
Taylors Rd. in Burnt Pine has been 
changed to a "Yield" sign, also to 
improve traffic flow. 

"Yield" signs at Middlegate and 
Cascade Roads have,'been removed. 

” They just didn't make sense, ” said. 
Sgt. Hinks. 


Crown Leases 

(continued from Page 1) 
in the future to use acquisition powers 
to make land available at a reason¬ 
able price to people who are needing 
it. The above examples are not in¬ 
tended to be exhaustive. What 1 am 
suggesting is that the acquisition 
machinery of the Ordinance should be 
widened considerably.." 

Earlier in the letter he stated "On 
an Island of only some 3, 500 hectares, 
a need for resumption in the future is 
a real possibility." 

Under the present Crown Lease Ord¬ 
inance the Minister has the power to 
resume land only for public safety, 
jetties or landing places, telephones, 
roads, bridges or other works used as 
a means of communication, reserv¬ 
oirs, hospitals, commons, public 
utility convenience or health — or 
"any other public purpose which the 
Minister deems necessary." 

After considering Mr. Bryant's 
letter. Council passed a motion to 
consider the letter again at its July 
meeting, thus allowing time to 
delve into the island's current agri¬ 
cultural economics, and to make a 
submission of Council's views on the 
policies proposed. _ 

Radio For Squad Car 1 

NORFOLK'S POLICE CAR will soon 
get radio equipment that will link it 
into the telephone system. 

A mobile radio telephone made by 
International Telephone & Telegraph’s 
Australian subsidiary, A.W.A., has 
been ordered at a cost of about $2800. 
It will be able to be removed at 
night and kept at home by the duty 
constable of the night. 

The telephone number 2222 has 
been reserved for the service. Any¬ 
one will be able to phone the con¬ 
stable on duty, and he will be able 
to dial any phone on the island. 

Previously it had been thought that 
police radio would require a fixed 
radio base, probably operated by a 
switchboard attendant at Administrate 
tion headquarters. This would have 
restricted the hours of the service to 
9am-5pm weekdays. 

During the Royal visit earlier this 
year, police Sgt. Hinks and the 
electricity technical officer, Fred 
Jowett, saw radio telephone equip¬ 
ment in use to and from the Britania, 
and thought it would suit Norfolk’s 
police needs well. 

The radio should arrive by ship in 
the next two or three months. It may 
not be installed in the present police 
car, a V-6 Torana GTR, but might 
be held until the delivery of a replace¬ 
ment car, which is hoped to be a V-8. 

Constable Bill Stoll, now tempor¬ 
arily heading the island police force, 
says the lack of radio contact with 
the police car is "one of the biggest 
drawbacks the police force here has. " 




M truck 
of cargo 



and unload you ever tew. The cargo deck is 
flat with no projecting wheel wells and 
only 620 mm (24 Incites) above the ground, 
just above knee level. The low bed height 
reduces the lift in loading. Up to 550 kg 
(1,200 lb) can be carried in the 1,925 x 
1,210 mm (76 x 4$ inch) truck bed. Side 
and rear gates fold put to increase deck 
size or can be remo ved quickly by hand. 
Tie-down hooks are fitted below the rear 
gate. Bars guard th$ rear cabin window, 
while monocoque construction and strong 
cargo decking assure stability even when 
carrying the heaviest (pads. Powerful 
hydraulic brakes and big 5.00-10 4 ply 
rating tires add to driving safety. 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: I. W. HTZ PATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 










On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 



We have direct contact 


with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we're 



SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
* PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES * PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK—JUNE 23 - 29 , 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 

MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 12.05 Internat’l Rjundup 12.05 Top of the Pops 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 1-15 Close 1.00 World News 

(Music Hall) THURSDAY 1.15 Request Program 

10.05 Short Story’ 7. 00 Music (Toon) 2. 00 Steptoe & Son 

10.45 Morning Serial 9.00 Music (Kathy) (Comedy) 

11.00 Morning Concert 9-30 Magazine of Arts 2.30 A.B.C. Sporting 

11.30 Guest of Honour 10.05 Frankie Howard Service 

12.05 Big Band sound (Comedy; SUNDAY 

1.15 Close 11.00 Request Program 4 - 00 F °l k & Country music 

TUESDAY 1.15 7th Day Adventist . (Daphne) 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 1.45 Close ' , 4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich FRIDAY 5.30 World News (ABC) 

10.05 Sports Magazine 7.00 Music (Sylvia) 6.00 The Glunis 

10.45 Morning Serial 9.15 Dr. F’s Casebook (Comedy) 

11.15 Brothers in Law 10.05 World of Books 6.45 Children's story 

(Comedy) 10.20 Bookworm 7. 00 Magician's Nephew 

12.05 Outback Adventures 10.45 Morning Serial (Ivan reads children's 

1.15 Methodist 11.00 Morning Concert story') 

1.45 Close 11.30 Insight (Talk) 7.15 Singers of Renown 

WEDNESDAY 1.15 Church of England 8.00 China (11) 

7.00 Music (Toon) 1.45 Close 8.30 Edith Piaf (story of 

9.15 ABC Scope SATURDAY French singer) Pr. 1 

10.05 My Word (Panel n.OQ Music (Sylvia) of 2 P arts 

Game) 12.00 Local News 9 - 15 Mu ? ic 

10.45 Hospital Program 10.15 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 

by Michael Moran 


Micheal ran the radio station 
when he lived on Norfolk and 
is responsible for much of the 
excellent B. B. C. material 
that the station has access to 
now. 


NO INTERPRETATIVE iviuaiCIAN 
since Paganini has aroused as much 
enthusiasm and controversy in musi¬ 
cal circles as Herbert von Karajan. 
Just as Paganini's inexplicable talent 
was regarded as an expression of 
Satanic Forces, so numerous legends 
have accumulated around Karajan. 

He conducts from memory with 
his eyes closed as a rule - this is 
'explained' as resultmg from a 
severe opthalmic malaise. How¬ 
ever it does not appear to interfere 
with his passion for sports planes 
(he holds a pilot's licence) fast cars 
(Alfa Romeos..) and skiing. If his 
orchestra (the Berlin Philharmonic) 
are performing near the sea, he in¬ 
sists that the members spend some 
time ar the beach for swimming, 
exercise and the general sense of 
well-being that sun-bathing gener¬ 
ates. (Plenty of sun on Norfolk bur 
I doubt if the sophisticated acoustics 
of Rawson Hall would suit.) 

Television watching is a sport I 
rarely indulge in, usually limiting 
myself to Sunday evening viewing. 
The BBC have just completed a series 
of four programmes devoted to the 
Brahms Symphonies with the Berlin 
Philharmonic conducted by Karajan. 
Each week I looked forward to those 
inspiring performances with ever in¬ 


creasing anticipation. The Berlin 
Philharmonic has a long tradition of 
performing Brahms (remember Furt- 
wangler's unforgettable interpretations) 
and now, under Karajan, the style is 
surely at its ultimate, state of refine¬ 
ment. The sheer intensity of present¬ 
ation of the musical fabric was scarce¬ 
ly bearable. The opening of the 
Third Symphony swept me away with 
the power of one of the earth's great 
rivers, flooding and surging forward 
with an inexorable motion. Karajan 
controlled these mighty forces with 
breathtaking economy of movement 
and fearful containment of energy. 

The performance became a natural 
organic growth of musical language, 
multilayered and perfectly proportion¬ 
ed, reminding us again of Brahms' 
immensely advanced harmony and 
progressive spirit. 

These performances of the Brahms 
Symphonies are an ideal expression 
of the ecstacy of interpretation. They 
are a compulsory purchase. Karajan 
and the Berlin Philharmonic have re¬ 
recorded them with wonderfully 
spacious and luxurious sound for 
Deutsche Grammophon. They are 
available separately or in a boxed 
set 25 30 044 - 47. Try to obtain 
German pressings - they are superior. 



On-Island Income Mas 
Enough to Cover All 
, 73/'74 Gosts: Report 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND Annual 
Repon for 1973/74 placed on public 
sale Tuesday at $1.50 a copy, paints 
a picture of growth, bouyant econom¬ 
ic conditions and increasing complex¬ 
ity of administration. 

While the annual report tradition¬ 
ally takes nearly a year to produce, 
once the June 30 financial year has 
closed, it is usually the best available 
$1.50 guide to the island that can be 
found. 

Increasing recognition of the’ import!? 
ance of tourism is one of the clear trends 
in the '74 report. In previous reports 
"tourist trade” rated about a column 
In the chapter on Norfolk’s economy. 
This year it receives the usual column 
but also occupies nearly half of the 
"General economy" section as well. 

In the '73 report it was said that 
tourism "appears to be well establish¬ 
ed." In the latest report the doubt 
is gone: "it is now well established." 

Norfolk history is treated more 
importantly than in 1973. In that 
year history was confined to an appen¬ 
dix listing 16 historical highlights. 

The new report retains the appendix, 
but puts nearly a page of history right 
up front in the early part of the first 
chapter. 


THE B I 6 FIVE — IN & OUT 
(figures from 1973/4 annual report) 

income 

CUSTOMS DUTIES $318,999 UP 772 

STAMPS $175,212 UP 642 

COMPANIES $149,491 DOWN 112 

LIQUOR $121,239 UP 13.52 

AUST. GRANT $119,999 SAME 

outgo 

ADMINISTRATION $179,944 UP 16.52 

SCHOOL $165,381 UP 31.52 

ROADS $ MAINT. $148,737 UP 192 

POST OFFICE $108,432 UP 862 

HEALTH $66,756 DOWN 5.52 

table, local sources of income 
brought in nearly 90% of all revenues 
in '73/74 — enough to cover all 
expenses and the $62,658 of capital 
works, and leave $82,105 left to put 
into the bank. ■ 

The Australian grant -- $119, 999 — 
brought the surplus to $202, 000. 

The grant was about 12% of the 
island’s public income, and was equal 
to about $1.40 a week for each rejid- 


NORFOLK-ISLAND Administration 
income was $1,036, 942 in the 1974 
financial year -- up more than 18% 
from the 1973 figure of $873, 988 
(excluding a $120,000 loan from 
Australia for electricity equipment). 

Leaving Out capital works and tak¬ 
ing into account only ongoing ex¬ 
penses, the island spent $772,180 
in '73/74, which was 20% more than 
in the previous year. 

As shown in the accompanying 


*LUNGH AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY? - - WHAT A GOOD IDEA! 


•JfrThe enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk's premier hotel... 

*Value exceptipppl. We use the best fillets and sirloins, 
and serve a Minute Steak and Salad for just 81.75. 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeifie 


telephone 2166 


Other good things on the menu: JumboBurgers; ham, beef, 
chicken or cheese salads; fresh - filled rolls and french 

fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches — seafood, poultry, 

beef or ham; apple pie and ice cream; gateaux; coffee 



Financial Review Takes 
A Long Look at Norfolk 


MOST MAINLAND press articles a- view carried this extensive piece, 

bout Norfolk are a mixture of lurid While Emily Bay is scarcely "treach- 

writing and sloppy research. Last erbus v . it's an exceptionally inter¬ 
week the Australian Fina ncial Re- esting item, reprinted by permission. 


By ASHLEY McKEON 

POLITICIANS, historians, 
tax experts and Qantas 
have reason to be deeply 
interested in current de¬ 
velopments involving Nor¬ 
folk Island and its 1,500 
residents, many of whom 
are direct descendants of 
the Bounty mutineers. 

Earlier this week the island¬ 
ers commemorated the resettle¬ 
ment of the Bounty remnant 
from Pitcairn Island to Norfolk 
on June 8, 1856. 

The anniversary ceremonies 
included the laying of wreaths 
at a cemetary next to the 
treacherous Emily Bay, a ceme¬ 
tery with the graves of descen¬ 
dants of Captain Bligh’s mu¬ 
tinous first Lieutenant Fletcher 
Christian and other Pitcairn 
families such as the Adams. 
Buffetts and Quintals. 

Filmed by an ABC television 
crew headed by Bill Peach and 
Jim Dowes, some 300 island¬ 
ers led by George Quintal sang 
the Pitcairn anthem and hymns 
such as "In the Sweet Bye and 
Bye" in a demonstration of 
traditional Norfolk piety. 

But there are signs that the 
piety on the tiny 15-square mile 
island off the Eastern Austra¬ 
lian coast is being matched by 
the old spirit of rebellion. 

For there are manye on the 
‘.island who increasingly resent 
Australian influence and con¬ 
trol in a number of areas, not 
least of which is taxation. 

This resentment is blossom¬ 
ing into a full scale indepen¬ 
dence movement with much' 
talk of self-government, local 
control over tax and other 
money-raising measures and 
even the teaching of the Pit¬ 
cairn language in the main 
school, Norfolk Island Central, 
for the Australian Government 

And it is causing problems 
particularly the Department of 
Capital Territory under Gordon 
Bryant and the Taxation De¬ 
partment. 

The problems have grown 
since former Federal Treasurer 
Frank Crean moved to end Nor¬ 
folk Island’s a'tractions as a tax 
haven in 1973. 

The result was legislation 
that resulted in any income 
earned by Norfolk Island busi¬ 
nesses being assessed under 
Australian tax law if the busi¬ 
nesses were partly owned by 
residents outside Norfolk 
Island. 

These outside shareholders 
could be resident in Australia 
or any other country. 

At the time legislation was 
passed some 1,550 companies 
were registered on Norfolk 
Island, each paying a modest 
$250 a year into the local reve¬ 
nue. 

To Norfolk Island, with a 
budget at the time of little more 
than half a million dollars, the 
$387,500 income was clearly 
material. 


Two years later most of the 
companies have been wound-up 
or become redundant with the 
result that there are now only 
about 500 active companies reg¬ 
istered on the island. 

The company revenue has 
slumped yet the island budget 
has passed the $1 million mark. 

I The islander argument is that 
; Australia has no right to pass 
such discriminatory tax legisla- 
I tion, especially if the proceeds 
: from corporate taxation are to 
j revert not to the island but to 
| the mainland. 

Islanders say that top Austra¬ 
lian tax officials gave them the 
impression that the Commis¬ 
sioner would use his discretion 
in taxing legitimate local busi¬ 
nesses but that they were later 
told that no such discretion 
could be exercised. 

There have been a number of 
representations to the Tax De¬ 
partment on the matter and it is 
understood that. second tax 
commissioners Jn Canberra 
such as Pat Lanigan and W. J. 
O’Reilly are sympathetic but 
have their hands tied. 

The islanders are becoming 
increasingly disgruntled and are 
planning to challenge Austra¬ 
lia's constitutional control in a 
case to the High Court. 

They are not adverse to los¬ 
ing any High Court case since 
they believe that an appeal to 
the Privy Council would be 
accorded a favourable judg- 

However any legal action of 
this nature is unlikely until the 
end of a Royal Commission 
and the release of its findings 
next year. 

The Royal Commissioner, 
Industrial Court Judge Sir John 
Nimmo. has visited the island 
and is thought to be aware of 
problems relating to the formal¬ 
ity of a Royal Commission. 

There was a strong case for a 
top-level inquiry but legal com¬ 
plications apparently led to the 
establishment of a commission. 

First island hearing will be 
held on July 7. 

There are two main terms of 
reference: 

• The future status of Norfolk 
Island and its constitutional 

‘ relationship to Australia, and 

• The most appropriate form 
1 of administration for the island 
•! if its constitutional position 

; were changed. 

The islanders believe that the 
appointment of a Royal Com- 
: mission is a first step in the 
move to self government but 
| they are wary about some as- 
i pects including the short time 
i the Commission is accepting 
j evidence, the inability of some 
; to offer effective submissions 
! and the claimed comment by 
I Minister for the Capital Terri- 
; tory, Gordon Bryant, that the 
I government might not accept 
I Commission recommendations, 
i Some on Norfolk Island point 
I out that the locals might be 
j baffled by jargon and technical- 

I I itv in any public hearing. 

However while many island¬ 
ers have a reputation for lazi¬ 
ness they are probably no less 


articulate than people on the 
mainland. 

Indeed Norfolk Islanders, if 
the number of companies per 
head is accepted as a guide, are 
fairly sophisticated. 

The population includes 
j between six and 10 millionaires. 

| Most of these have made 
their money elsewhere and have 
I been attracted by tax and envi- 
i ronmentai factors while the 
j commercially oriented are the 
j most vocal dissidents, anti 
• Australianism is widely-based 
j and evident in the Norfolk 
Island Council, the local legisla- 
I tive body. 

1 Some members of the council 
j have been sympathetic to the 
j view that Norfolk Islanders 
. should refuse to pay tax as- 
l sessed by Australian tax autho- 
i rities. 

And some Norfolk account- 
i ants (undergoing bad times) are 
i advising clients to stall tax pay¬ 
ments by ignoring correspond¬ 
ence. 

One of the key operations 
! affected by the Crean measures 
has been the South Pacific 
| Hotel, Norfolk’s largest and one 
of the biggest revenue earners. 

The hotel is run by South Pa¬ 
cific Hotel-Motel Ltd, owned 
. by the family of Jean Harris of 
i Sydney, by Waybak Pty Ltd. 

the private company of Sydney 
I solicitor Eric Baker and by sev- 
i eral New Zealand shareholders. 

The hotel mainly competes 
; against the Norfolk Hotel 
. which is wholly owned by a 
i local resident, Mrs Mawson, 
j and because of this does not 
i pay taxes. 

The problem for the South 
j Pacific, accountants say, is that 
| the hotel calculated its tariff 
! structures on the assumption 
that taxes would not be payable 
; and that it cannot effectively 
compete with tax free counter- 
: parts. 

The assessments from Can¬ 
berra came as a bitter surprise. 

The hotel company has made 
three submissions to Canberra 
through secretary Timothy R. K. 
' Holden, a partner in the Sydney 
office of Fell and Starkey. 

The submissions have 
i included a range of objections 
to the assessments but have 
i been largely unsuccessful. 

The company, on legal 
| advice, has agreed to pay half 
{ the total tax assessed and is 
i working on an appeal to the 
! Taxation Board of Review. 

The company has directly ap- 
; proached Gordon Bryant who is 
i understood to be aware of 
anomalies and to have given a 
sympathetic hearing. 

However, there is evidence of 
disagreement on Norfolk tax 
matters between Bryant and his 
department head. 

Meanwhile Qantas has its 
share of Norfolk problems. 

Some islanders claim that 
Qantas has told them it is los¬ 
ing at least $1 million a year on 
its thrice weekly service from 
Sydney. 

While Qantas officially says 
the yearly losses are about 25 


per cent lower, it is clear that 
the loss rate is reaching intoler- 
.able levels. 

The airline operates two DC4 
Skymasters on the service, the 
Pacific Trader purchased on 
February 18 1949 and the Nor¬ 
folk Trader purchased on July 
.9, 1949. 

' These 220 mph aircraft take 
anything between five and 
seven hours for the journey 
depending on windspeed and 
have very high operating costs, 
mainly because they require 
special maintenance crews and 
demand a cabin staff of at least 
six. 

Though the Norfolk service 
now has a very high load factor 
(at least 95 per cent in the last 
week), Qantas can’t capitalise 
because It has no other aircraft 
to suit the Norfolk Airport 
which has a turf strip and a 
short sealed strip. 

Qantas jets are too big, twin 
engined Fokker Friendships are 
ruled out because Norfolk 
would be more than two hours 
flying time overseas and the ac¬ 
quisition of a smaller jet such 
as Boeing 737 would not solve 
the problem — some time ago 
a 737 sent to Norfolk by 
Boeing churned up the airstrip. 

There have been rumours on 
the island that Qantas might 
pull out leaving the Sydney run 
to East West Airlines or even 
Ansett. 

But Qantas has been per- 
servering for so long that this 
seems unlikely. In any case 
recent developments on the up¬ 
dating of the airport suggest 
Qantas will operate to Norfolk 
for at least another two years. 

The Department of the Capi¬ 
tal Territory has finally decided 
to ask Cabinet for $5 million to 
upgrade the airport to accom¬ 
modate Qantas jets. 

This move is of crucial im¬ 
portance to Norfolk and has 
sparked a major debate on 
whether upgrading is necessary 
and what the impact might be 
on tourism and the environ¬ 
ment. 

Upgrading would make the 
airport safer, would offset Nor¬ 
folk’s freight problems and 
would allow a lift in the tourist 
intake. 

Local duty-free and other 
businesses would like to see this 
but there is a strong lobby to 
keep tourist arrivals around 
20,000 annually so as to pre¬ 
vent over-commercialisation. 

A main argument against the 
airport proposal is that jet air¬ 
craft would lift the decibel rat¬ 
ing from 20 to 110 and that 
this would disturb not only resi¬ 
dents but also fauna. 

A big public meeting was 
held last Saturday to debate a 
detailed “environmental impact 
statement” and most of the 
remarks were against the 
development. 

Still, observers expect up¬ 
grading to go ahead with 
special attention being given 
quieter aircraft. 

The airport plan Is expected 
to be examined by the Royal 
Commission. 





ROYAL COMMISSION 
INTO MATTERS 
RELATING TO 
MM ISLAND 


The Australian Government has recently set up a 
Commission to make an Inquiry Into matters relating 
to Norfolk Island. The Royal Commissioner appointed 
to this Inquiry Is The Honourable Sir John Angus 
Nimmo, C.B.E., O.St.J., O.C., a Justice of the Aus¬ 
tralian Industrial Court. 


Terms of Reforenca 

The full terms of reference cf fhe Commission are 
set out below. 


Submlsclons 

Persons, organisations or bodle^wiehlng to piece 
evidence before the Commission ere Invited to make 
a detailed written Submission not later than 31 July 
1975. The Commission wishes to be advised by 
30 June 1975 of the Intention of any person, organisa¬ 
tion or body to make a Submission and, where prac¬ 
ticable, of the particular aspect of the terms of 
reference the Submission will cover. 

Persons making submissions should Indicate:— 

(a) whether they wish to appear to give orai evidence 
In support of or additional to their written sub¬ 
missions; end 

(b) whether they wish to appear In person or be 
represented by counsel. 

Neither the Commissioner nor the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment will accept responsibility for any expense 
incurred by a person In making a eubmisslon to or 
appearing before the Commission. 

Persons appearing before the Commission may be 
required to give evidence on oath or affirmation, if ha 
considers it In the public Interest to do so, the Com- 
mlssionsr may direct any part of tha proceedings of 
ths Inquiry to be heard In private. 


Public lie-rings 

It 1$ Intended that at publlo hearings those Sub¬ 
missions which ere treated aa public will be read by 
their authors before the Commissioner so publlo 
examination and cross examination of thslr contents 
mey bs made by Interested partiee. 

For this purpose ths dates and places of the public 
hearings wl'l be announced from time to time. It is 
likely that such hearings wilt be conducted at Norfolk 
Is'rnd. Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra 
and eu:h ether locehona as may aeem desirable for 
the convenience cf those wishing to tender evidence. 


and 

2. Ths meet appropriate form of administration for 
Norfolk Island If Its constitutional position wera 
chcnged. 

The Inquiry end recommendation* are to extend to 
and taka Into account:— 

(a) ths Interests of Norfolk Island residents; 

(b) the historical rights of the descendants of the 
Pitcf.lrn Settlers, arising from their Settlement In 
185S; 

Norfolk Islt 
Australia; 

(d) the present and probable development of the 
economy of Norfolk Island; 

(e) whether Coclal Security, health, educational, 
compensation and other benefits should be pro¬ 
vided ct levels similar to those which other 
Australian citizens enjoy; 

(0 the capacity and willingness of the Island to pay 
through taxation or other Imposts for the pro¬ 
vision of those benefits; 

(g) the extent to which Norfolk Island has been and 
|3 now being used to provide a base for activities 
(e.g., Income tax, gift duty and death duty avoid¬ 
ance or evasion) which are harmful to the 
Interests of Australia or of other countries; 

(h) conditions for permanent entry Into the Island 
community; 

(I) the need for adequate communications belween 
the Island and Australis, and tha rest of the 

— 'i\ and 


AddrorJ oi Corr.m’sclon 
All Communications and Submissions 
should be addressed to The Secretary, 
Royal Commission Into Matters Rela¬ 
ting to Norfolk Island. In Canberra his 
address is P. O. Box 232, Civic Square, 
A. C. T. 2608. On Norfolk Island, com¬ 
munications may be addressed to the 
Commission at Kingston. 


editorial 


BEING AN ISLAND of strong-minded 
individualists, Norfolk isn’t easily led. 
But it needs leaders now. With its 
future form of government being 
decided, and a substantial airport 
, expansion being proposed, it needs 
a concensus of views. 

The Island will never be completely 
unified on anything. But it needs a 
degree of unifying in 1975. United, 

. its way of life can undoubtedly stand. 
Divided, its way of life may well 
fall. 

Except in a dictatorship leaders 
don’t lead -- they are followed. 

And Norfolk seldom sees ideas more 
worth following than those being put 
by the Flora and Fauna Society on the 
airport expansion plan. 

The Society’s submission — as much 
of it as can be seen from the draft 
debated by members Thursday night — 
is reasonable, persuasive and logical. 

It doesn't scream "We must do this. " 
or "We must do that." It simply 
says that jets might really do great 
harm to the Island, and that 
alternatives ought to be looked for 
with more determination. 

Canberra seems to have concluded 
(after a lot of thought and work) 
that there doesn't seem to be a 
' practical alternative. A certain 
number of people -- perhaps a 
majority -- seem ready to accept 
that conclusion. If it is a correct 
conclusion, Australia's proposal 
to build us a $5 million airfield is a 
great windfall, and we ought to 
accept it cheerfully before some 
other Minister or some other 
Government tells us to go whistle. 

But a thought keeps nagging in the 
back of the mind; maybe there js_ 
a way to avoid big jets. 


Scarcely anyone wants the 
Australian air services to stop. But 
scarcely anyone would actually 
prefer jets if there is some _ 
practical alternative. 

Let's try harder to find out if 
there is an alternative -- promptly, 
professionally, and reasonably. The 
Flora and Fauna submission, elsewhere 
in this issue, gives a commendable 
lead in that direction. Other 
organisations on the Island, if they 
think more unity would be good for 
Norfolk, should consider the Flora 
and Fauna submission, and if their 
members think fit, vote 
resolutions of official support for it. 



"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P. O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Contributors this issue Alice 
Howard, Agatha MacNeil, Wendy Mc- 
Guinness, Roger Newman, Henry Smith. 

Type, Shelley Buffett and Jan Pear¬ 
son. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A14 p. a. posted to 
Australia, $A21 to New Zealand, 

$A25 elsewhere — shortened if 
postage rates rise. 

Advertising rates on request. 

Letters and contributions are welcome 
but anonymous letters are not.jgrinteiL 



"JUST BECAUSE THEY ARE GOING TO UPGRADE THE AIRSTRIP FOR 
JETS, YOU DON'T GET NASTY AND LAND YOUR DC4 ON PHILIP. " 


rucid Mpt ei tlie Media, 



LIFT - OUT 


LATEST MAP 

TOURGUiDE 


OF NORFOLK 

for visitors 


centre page 


mmmm tourist jams 


A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend ro be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things* 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and H Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there fs no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail frc ;; the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office., 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
; Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
| Film, Norfolk Hotel 
: TUESDAY 

; Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Film, Leagues Club 
j Darts, R. S. L. Club 
I WEDNESDAY 

I School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. 1. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord, Valley View 
j N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
. THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
(All events open to visitors. 
Booking advised by 4.30 if 
meals involved. Inquiries to 
N. I. Tourist Bureau, Burnt Pine.) 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 . 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, A rgaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouguet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News^ P. O. Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by the ubiquitous Merv Buffett (Dave 
South is handling this until Merv returns 
in mid-June) -- a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
I ) may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpexl 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 








Electronics Australia , the country’s 
largest-selling electronics and 
High Fidelity magazine, says — 

"FROM A CAT'S PURR TO A CLASH OF CYMBALS!' 



Entirely New Realm of Stereo Cassette Deck 
with Sony's New Ferri-chrome Tape , Dolby * NR system 
and Ferrite & Ferrite Head 
— Quality Sound, True Versatility — 


The new Sony TC-137SD comes with a host of attractive refine¬ 
ments to satisfy the most demanding listeners. The first feature 
is Sony's newly developed Ferri-chrome cassette tape utilization, 
adopting advantages of both conventional high quality cassette 
tape and the chromium dioxide cassette tape. Thanks to the Ferri- 
chrome tape, extended wide dynamic range with rich bass and 
treble tone and excellent frequency response can now be yours. 
Other desirables are Dolby* NR system and Sony's precisely engi¬ 
neered Ferrite & Ferrite head. Due to the Dolby NR system tape 
hiss is cut to point where it is imperceptible. Ferrite & Ferrite head 


assures wear-proof tape-to-head contact. Other advantages in¬ 
clude: limiter circuit for peak level'suppression and peak level 
indicator for wide range recording; complete auto stop at the end 
of the tape; greatly reduced wow and flutter of 0.07%, You can 
mix microphone and line sources at will with the large separate 
volume controls. All this is presented as the result of Sony's 
accumulated experience in audio equipment engineering and 
production. The TC-137SD delivers stereo high fidelity that com 
pares with many open-reel recorders. Hear it soon. You'll be gla' 
you did. 

“The word Dolby is a trademark of Dolby Laboratories, Int 


Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 


Norfolk Island News -- Holiday Lift-Out 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes Germaii 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) ( 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exptic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the cohveqience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority N.l. Need 

Peaceful, unspoilt, restful to the 
eye, remote, historic -- Norfolk is 
all those things, for visitors and for 
those who live here. 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
[earn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
lospitals, it depends on grants and 
mbsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
/our visit should make you wish there 
vere something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
nay be forwarded to the News at P.O. 
lox 285. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took.along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


...Reading...a Lifetime 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also'was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcaitn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists bn this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

:ATHOLIC ; 

sfass when Father Des Scanlon is on 
he Islahdi every day at 5.30 p. m. 
\dditional masses fiii §unfj§y J(t 


8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday-School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3.ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 



All roads lead to the complete ho1iday.mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

HDCAI 7 riAVO 7 Qfl +« Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrxN I UAYo l •OU clffl to y pm only from 9 am to? pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers:... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods.., sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies. 




Many "Bounty” Naiaes in Crews that Work the Ships 


While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we’re ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored ^ 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a snip is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch our to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky' Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatcliman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosum Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lcrking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie. Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and. 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts — all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k*g$, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they’re taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


lighterage system may seem primitive. 
The men who work it almost all have 
. either "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
^winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful' and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years) Cargo some- 



STON, THE LAUNfCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 

times gets knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gjjar includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you’re fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the •' 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 




A,!) PIONEER 


AKAI 

harman/kardon 


Think 

Burns 

Philp 











A LITTLE LIGHT ON IMMIGRATION - - the subject vexes residents 


and visitors alike. 

At the June meeting of Council, 
the Administrator defended himself 
and five elected Councillors against 
what he called "insulting, slander¬ 
ous and libelous" suggestions that 
immigration decisions were being 
based on bias or preference. 

His remarks came in answer to a 
request by Cr, McKenzie for a brief 
outline on how immigration policy 
is being administered. "I’m getting 
fed up with hearing 'why can this 
one change jobs and this one cannot- 
A must know someone, B doesn't, " 
he added. 

In describing current immigration 
policies, the Administrator said 
"If we're referring to situations where 
why was so-and-so able to move from 
one job to another, when somebody 
else had to leave the island and not 
come back, or somebody had to 
leave the island and come back, I 
can justify to my own conscience 
and principle, and I think the mem¬ 
bers of the Immigration Review 
Board who sit with me in deliberation 
on these can justify to their own con¬ 
sciences. Not all their decisions, 
naturally -- my decisions -- not all 
the advice that we put in to the 
Immigration Review Board is unani¬ 
mous -- because immigration matt¬ 
ers are not like mathematical form¬ 
ulae, where the answer is 2 + 2 
equals 4. We try to adhere to a pol¬ 
icy. I understand from the previous 
Council that in 1968, when the 
Immigration Ordinance came in, a 
temporary entry permit was a tem¬ 
porary entry permit -- if the person 
came to the island for a job it was 
envisaged that if he didn’t act in that 
capacity, he left the island... I see 
Cr. Bathie nodding, because he was 
there at the time. 

POLICY AMELIORATED 

"When I arrived the policy had 
jeen ameliorated a bit, to the ex- 
:ent that if there was a mutual break- 
ng of an appointment, for instance 
f there was a clash of personalities, 

)r if the job ceased to exist, or if 
i person wanted to move from one 
ob to another and the employer 
vhose name was annotated on his 
emporary entry permit had no object- 
on, rather than put the employer 
>n the island to the expense of hav- 
ng to bring somebody in from Austr¬ 
alia or New Zealand if the employ- 
nent was not available on the island, 
tended to take the attitude that if 
here was nothing against the individ¬ 
ual we would allow him or her to 
ransfer. 

"We’ve tended to become tighter 
ow, because some people have tend- 


At June Council, these 

ed to bite the hand that fed them 
inasmuch that you allowed them to 
stay for two or three years and they 
forget that they're on a temporary 
entry permit, and tend to look upon 
themselves here in perpetua, and 
that they're here by right rather than 
by negotiation, and that they have 
the right to move from one job to 
another. No two cases can be treated 
alike. You can't computerize human 
beings and you can t computerise 
immigration cases. If I was asked 
— and I wouldn't do it here -- but 
if I was ask;d by somebody why X 
got this particular decision, and Y 
got that particular decision, I know 
I could put up a logical and justifi¬ 
able case. 

NO CREDENCE 

"There is no credence whatsoever 
-- and I repeat whatsoever --to the 
fact that because somebody writes a 
letter to a newspaper, or criticizes 
the Administrator or a member of the 
Administration, that his documents 
will be lost, or his documents will be 
put out of order on the list, or that 
he'll get a biased hearing when the 
matter comes up. 

"The whole reason that I asked 
the five members of the Immigration 
Committee of Council who advise 
Council on policy would they share 
with me the onerous, unpleasant and 
at times distasteful responsibility of 
deciding on the lives and future of 
people was because I believe you need 
a broader view than just the two 
people in the Administration who were 
looking at it all the time. Secondly, 
the major reason was that they are 
local people. They've got their eyes 
open and their ears to the ground, and 
they know the cases. Those of you 
who have shared the responsibility of 
advising me on the Immigration Review 
Board, without the protection on some 
occasions of speaking as you can in 
Council, having to defend everything 
you say in good faith if it leaks out, 
and so forth -- I thank you very much, 
but I know that you would not be able 
to say that any bias or prejudice or 
favouritism has been shown in any of 
the cases that have been put before 
you. Now there are some cases that 
are not put before you, but I assure 
you that they are straight cases where 
there is no doubt whatsoever, and 
they are the only ones that are not put 
before the Immigration Review Board. 

"To really answer your question, 

Cr. McKenzie, you'd have to deal 
with specific cases A vis-a-vis B. 

Now I would invite any member of 
the Immigration Review Board or any 
other Councillor to, join in this debate, 
because immigration is a very dynam- 


new comments came out: 

ic matter at the moment. To illus - 
trate the sort of problem I have in 
front of me, and the Immigration Re¬ 
view Board will have in front of it at 
the next meeting, in one day we got 
four applications from parties on this 
island, all of whom have very justifi¬ 
able cases to come and take respons¬ 
ible and much needed positions on this 
island, whose skills cannot be provided 
from the workforce on this island, and 
between them they have 13 children 
who want to go to the school, and 8 of 
them are in classes where the school 
class is either up to the optimum or 
above the optimum. Now that is a 
problem that we have to consider, and 
in some cases it's possible that there is 
no alternative, particularly in the 
more selective skills and professions. 

We take all these factors into consider¬ 
ation. 

SCATHING COMMENT 

"It doesn't matter what I say, 
there will always be those in the 
community who will come up with 
some scathing comment about 4 de¬ 
cision, but I'd ask the community to 
treat not only immigration but all 
other matters not on the case of 
"what about him?" -- treat it on the 
value of "what about me?" Because 
that's what we’re considering when 
we look at each immigration case. 

We look at each case on its individ¬ 
ual merits. We don't say because 
somebody over on the cliff face got 
this, that somebody up in town must 
get the same point of view. If you’re 
101 in a queue to go to a theatre and 
there are only 98 seats, you miss out, 
even though the money you've got in 
your hand is as good as the money 
that the fellow number 78 had in the 
queue. 

"1 speak with some fervour, and 
with some emotion, in this. I know 
that immigration is probably the most 
controversial issue on this island be¬ 
cause you are dealing with people’s 
futures, and you are dealing with 
people's lives. But unless you have 
people who are firm in their resolve, 
and fair in their resolve, you'd have 
5, 000 people on this island in less 
than 3 years, and you’ve already, as 
a Council, given your support to a 
development plan that says 2, 000 by 
1980. 

"Now I think I've said enough. I 
know I've given a very adequate 
answer to your question because I have¬ 
n't dealt with specific cases." 

Cr. McKenzie: "You've answered it 
quite well, thanks." 

A: "I would like to invite once again 
any Councillor to completely and 

(continued on next page) 



Inaigration Policies 

(continued from previous page) 
utterly refute, as insulting, and slan¬ 
derous, and libelous to me, and to 
the other five members of Council, 
that any suggestion of bias, or pre¬ 
ference, or any of the other sugges¬ 
tions or innuendoes that I hear arou¬ 
nd the place, occur. They don't oc¬ 
cur. And they won’t occur. . 

Cr. Bathie: "I believe that this one 
of the hardest committees that any 
Councillor can serve on, because we 
are dealing with human problems 
and human beings. I think I have the 
concurrence of all other members of 
Immigration Committee that we do 
not forget we are dealing with human 
beings and their problems." 

Cr. Bataile: "I'd like to re-affirm 
your statement in the chamber this 
afternoon. Asa membet of the 
Immigration Review Board, 1 whole¬ 
heartedly support your views on 
immigration." 

Cr. Smith: "And as a member of the 
Immigration Review Board, sir, 1 
support your statement on this. 

There has never been a bias in the 
decisions we've made. We just don’t 
make decisions in a hurry. We de¬ 
bate it at length, and we come to a 
decision that is within the law, and 
1 think that what you've summed up 
is right to the "T". 


NEWS "MINI-ADS" 

IBM Technician 

If visiting Norfolk, please contact 
News if able to tune up IBM 
Executive. Have manual, tools. 

Royal Commission 

If you require immediate daily 
coverage of Commission hearings 
(general only, not full 
stenographic) write stating needs 
to "Reporter, " C/- Box 94. _ 

Pin Money 

1 - 2 women needed for approx 3 
hours light manual work Monday 
mornings only starting 6 a. m., 

$2.50 hour. Write "Employer" 

C/- Box 9.4. __ 

Odds & Ends 

At The Milk Bar - Singer sewing 
machine needles and oil - and 
mink oil to protect your suede and 
leather shoes and clothes. _ 

Winter Warmth 

New Stocks of high quality hot 
water bottles at the Milk Bar .. only 
$2.45. _ 

Jupperware 

Jan Christian is your local 
I tupperware representative. For 
1 enquiries re parties or orders contact 
Jan at the end of Prince Phillip Drive 


"The Island cannot afford any diminution of its 
aesthetic appeal..." Society Says of Jetport 


THE FLORA and Fauna Society of 
Norfolk Island last week debated a 
draft submission planned to be sent 
to the Department of the 
Environment. 

While some points in the draft 
were left to be amended by the 
committee afterward, the basic 
structure of the draft was enthus¬ 
iastically approved by the member¬ 
ship. 

The text of the draft, altered to 
reflect some feelings expressed 
during the meeting, included the 
following statements. 


THE INTEREST OF THE 
Department of Capital Territory in 
the needs of the Island is to be 
applauded but while recognising the 
need for upgrading the air service, 
we feel that the above statement 
examines the feasibility of upgrading 
the airport, environmental consider¬ 
ations have not been fully explored. 

Among the factors which call for 
special comment and consideration 
are the following:- 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE 
ECONOMY 

In order to offer constructive 
criticism we must first extend the 
stated objectives of the study and 
examine fully the very special 
relationship between the 
environment and the economy of the 
Island. 

Briefly, the Island's economy is 
viable only so .long as the total 
externally earned funds (i.e. 

Australian and New Zealand dollars, 
British pounds etc.) are sufficient to 
pay for imports and imported 
services such as education. These 
funds are generated principally by 
tourism and from the overseas incomes 
of persons living in retirement on the 
Island. Their inflow is clearly 
dependent on the maintenance of the 
charm and beauty of the Island. If 
these are lost the Island is lost. 

From the tourists viewpoint shopping 
alone would be an insufficient 
attraction. For the resident, the 
very high cost of living and the ever 
rising cost of necessities have been 
counterbalanced hitherto by the charm 
and peacefulness of the surroundings, 
but for many the balance is dimin¬ 
ishing. The economy is thus very 
much on a knife-edge. Prosperity, 
and the absence of poverty, is a 
paramount factor in the living 
environment. 

The Island cannot afford any 
diminution of its aesthetic appeal. 

It is vital’that the initial impression 
gained by p'assengers in aircraft 
during the approach, is consolidated 
at the airport. The present uniquely 
delightful terminal with its frp«h 


lawns and shrubs, the clean bright 
atmosphere, the absence of regimen¬ 
tation and lack of fuss and delays in 
departure for hotels and flats, 
re-inforce the original impression - 
that there is a holiday with a 
difference. This initial charm of 
the Island’s introduction must be 
preserved. Our front entrance 
must not become a tarmac and 
weatherboard jungle, bare of 
shrubs and with grass discoloured 
by fumes and kerosene. 

Loss of the Island's charm through 
the use of unsuitable and noisy 
aircraft could in the long run be 
self defeating for the operators. 

There would be little point in 
upgrading the airport to accomm¬ 
odate large aircraft, if because 
of the effect of these on the 
environment, the attraction of this 
tiny Island (itself smaller than 
some international airports) for 
visitors and residents was lost. 

NOISE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
We cannot agree that the NEF 
criterion (attachments 4A, 4B, 4C 
and 4D) for cumulative noise 
annoyance, however suitable these 
may be to an airport serving a 
major city, is appropriate to the 
relatively infrequent aircraft 
movements that would occur here. 

We further feel that the noise 
level contours shown in attachments 
4E, 4F, 4G and 4H are inaccurate 
in that noise level contours are 
shown symmetrically distributed 
about the axis of the main runway. 
This might be true for a perfectly 
flat environment but seems 
illogical for the relatively close 
high land in the Mount Pitt 
Reserve (which include ds the 
National Park). Owing to an 
"Amphitheatre" effect we would 
expect much higher noise 
intensities in this area than 
indicated. 

Because of the relative in¬ 
frequency of aircraft movements 
we fee it is unsafe to assume (as 
in section 49d) that birdlife will 
adapt quickly to new noise 
conditions. 

In the circumstances we would 
urge the actual measurement of sound 
intensity levels in the area of the 
Reserve to ensure that the maximum 
valude do not exceed 85dBA, which 
would seem the safe limit if the 
remaining native birds are not to be 
stampeded from the relative safety 
of the Reserve. 

PERMISSIBLE NOISE IN THE FLIGHT 
PATH 

It is noted on page 12 that the 
maximum estimated noise level 
that occurs with a DC4 aircraft 
approaching over the Middlegate 




road is 95 dBA. 

Having regard to the response of 
the human ear in these regions of 
noise intensity, an increased level 
of 10 dBA is equivalent to a doubling 
in perceived loudness. This means 
that the 112 dBA noise intensity 
expected for a B707-320 aircraft 
approaching over the Middlegate 
road some 1200 metres from the 
start of the runway would be 3| 
times as loud to an observer as 
that for a DC4 under the same 
conditions, (even allowing for the 
partial compensation tor human 
hearing in the dBA scale). 

Owing to the considerably higher 
speed of approach of a B 707-320 
aircraft, this extremely loud noise, 
explosive, almost, in comparison 
with the quietness of the 
surroundings, could catch a 4 

motorist on a potentially 
hazardous bend by surprise, 
and could thus be dangerous. 

We feel therefore that the B707 
and similar large noisy aircraft 
for this and the following reasons 
should not have access to the 
Island. We further feel that the 
maximum permissible noise 
intensity in the above location 
should be 105 dBA. (For all types 
of jet aircraft the Peter's Highway 
continuation of Ferny Lane 
immediately adjacent to the end 
of runway 11/29 could be hazard¬ 
ous, owing to noise and/or blast 
during aircraft movements. 

TRAFFIC DENSITY AND FLIGHT 
FREQUENCY 

When 60 passengers arrive at 
present, the existing facilities are 
comfortably stretched and transport 
away from the airport is heavy. 

Unlike the mainland, it is a 
feature of Island life that many 
more friends and relatives go to 
the airport to greet, or farewell, 
travellers than elsewhere. While 
it can be visualised that about a 
100 travellers could be handled 
without too many extensions to 
facilities, it is difficult to see any 
justification for the very 
considerable and uneconomic (in 
terms of the utilisation factor) 
extensions and upheaval that would 
be necessary to handle the 150 or 
more passengers associated with 
many jet aircraft. Such an influs 
moreover, would be incompatible 
with tourist and resident population 
projections. Where for instance, 
could 150 stranded passengers be 
bedded in the event of a large 
aircraft being unable to leave - 
an event that is not uncommon 
at any time and particularly 
in late summer when fog comes 
down? (Except in mid winter 
every bed on the Island is booked.) 

It ,is much preferable, from the 
Island's point of view, to have 
frequent flights of smaller 


aircraft. 

Apart from travel considerations, 
communications are an important 
factor. A less frequent service 
than at present in the transmission 
of mail, newspapers, urgent cargo, 
pathological specimens etc. is 
undesirable and it would be absurd 
for instance if the frequency of 
flights to Australia was only half 
that of flights to New Zealand. 

The 90 minute regulation 
relating to single engined operation 
of twin engined aircraft may bear 
re-examination in the light of 
reliability of present day turbo¬ 
prop engines (as fitted to Friend¬ 
ships for example) compared with 
petrol engines of the era when the 
90 minute regulation was framed. 

We are endeavouring to obtain 
data on these reliabilities. In the 
meantime possibly the Applied 
Statistics Division of C.S.l. R. O. 
may be able to undertake an 
independent review. 

AIRCRAFT HANDLING NEAR 
TERMINAL 

If the search for more suitable 
aircraft fails and jet aircraft have to 
be used then the preservation of the 
present character and cleanliness of 
the terminal's surroundings would 
seem possible only if aircraft were 
towed between the 04/22 runway 
and the terminal by tractor, i.e. 
not using their engines on the 
taxiway at all. 

In this way the historic Banyan 
tree and surrounding shrubs could be 
spared contamination and early 
death by kerosene and fumes. 
CONTROL OF AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS 
It is important that at no time 
should the airport ever become a 
staging post for international flights. 
(An exception may be the exercise 
in low volume of its rights by A ir 
Pacific). For this reason approval 
of all operators, other than the 
military, should be subject to the 
control of the Norfolk Island 
Council. Landing rights should not 
be the subject of 'horse trading’ by 
existing operators. 

QUARRYING AND ROCK CRUSHING 
Even if it is not found necessary to 
extend the runways, a considerable 
amount of rock will be needed for 
strengthening purposes. Rather 
than using rock from Cascades and 
hauling this through the township 
every 8 minutes for two years, we 
would urge that the possibility of 
finding suitable rock near the 
nearby west coast be explored. 
SAFEGUARDING REMAINING 
NATIVE BIRDS 

We would request that the Depart¬ 
ment of the Capital Territory 
arranges for a leading independent 
ornithologist to visit the Island and 
report on the likely effect of 
increased noise on the few 


remaining species of native birds. 

We trust this will be possible under 
the funding arrangements mentioned 
at the recent public meeting. 

If at the same time the expert could 
investigate whether endangered 
species could possibly be saved by 
breeding in aviaries, this would 
make an essential exercise all the 
more valuable. 

If it were possible for such an ex¬ 
pert to visit the Island it would seem 
advantageous to have noise measure¬ 
ments of aircraft movements made in 
the Mount Pitt Reserve and in the bird 
sanctuaries on Nepean and Philip 
Islands while he was present. 
PRESERVATION OF NORFOLK PINES 

Apart from aesthetic considerations, 
the despolitation of the environment, 
particularly beyond the Chapel to the 
west coast, by the felling of "about" 

50 mature trees is undesirable. By 
mainland standards the loss of 50 
trees may not be much, but here on 
this tiny Island, it would leave a 
stark scar on the landscape. 

SUMMARY 

a) Aircraft carrying more than 
roughly 100 passengers should not have 
access to Norfolk Island and the air¬ 
port should not be upgraded to handle 
large aircraft. 

b) No aircraft likely to cause a noise 
intensity of more than 105 dBA as 
measured in Middlegate road on the 
flight path, should be allowed access. 

c) The maximum noise intensity 

on the southerly aspect of Mount Pitt 
Reserve should not exceed 85 dBA. 
(Present calculations for noise levels 
at this location appear to be of 
doubtful validity). 

d) To eliminate jet blast and kerosene 
damage to plants and trees at the 
terminal, jet aircraft (if all else 

fails and these have to be used) 
should be moved to and from the 
nearby runway by tractor. 

e) A leading ornithologist should 
visit the Island to report on saving 
endangered species of native birds 
and the possible effects of increased 
aircraft noise. While he was here 
actual noise levels of aircraft 
movements should be made, 
especially in the Mount Pitt and 
off-shore Island Reserves. 

f) A review of the ”90 minute" 
regulation in the light of 
reliability of present day turbo¬ 
prop engines compared with older 
petrol engines would seem to be 
justified, to check whether this 
type of aircraft could not be used 
for Norfolk Island operations and 
thus save costly and undesirable 
airport extensions. 

g) The felling and/or topping of 
"about" 50 mature Norfolk Pines - 
mostly between the Chapel and the 
west coast - should be avoided at 
all cost. The use of smaller aircraft 
would eliminate this requirement 
and should be investigated further. 



Norfolk 



ly and for a woman who had a bad 
fall eleven months ago and has to 
stand over that ubiqutious hot stove 
on crutches her cooking ventures are 
courageous as well as delicious. 

Born in Auckland Mrs. MacNeil 
went to London to study music, play¬ 
ed the violin in concerts and was a 
VAD during the first world war doing 
nursing in London, Malta and Rouen. 

She moved back to New Zealand, 
met her husband, a Highlander, in 
Rotorua. He had also just come back 
from the war. 


KING — 

BROWSING THROUGH Lieutenant 
King's journals is a fascinating , 
pastime and highly recommended if 
you're interested in history, flora 
and fauna, animals and bird life and 
even pests. 

Little did we know when we saw 
a huge turtle about five feet in 
diameter in front of the boat going 
over to Philip Island summer before 
last how important they were to the 
survival of the early settlers on Nor¬ 
folk. Persons were ordered by King 
not to go near the beach because 
they might frighten them away. 
Everyone had arrived on the island 
with a good case of scurvy and 
turtle meat had helped people re¬ 
cover. So had the cabbage palm 
which was used as a vegetable sub¬ 
stitute. 

Rats were very prolific and are the 
wheat plants as fast as the settlers 
could grow them. King had ground 
glass and oatmeal mixed up very 
fine to kill the rats. An ecologically 
minded gardener would follow his 
example. 

Everything was tried to kill the 
grubworm. It was very destructive 
and of course we gardeners are still 
struggling with it today 18:i years 
later. Lieutenant King had the men 
try ashes, lye of ashes etc. but finally 
resorted to keeping the women busy 
picking them off the plants. 

So girls, if you feel over-worked 
at times just thank the good Lord 
that even though your husband does¬ 
n't give you enough "household" you 
don't have to pick grubworms off the 
plants for a whole settlement. By 
the way, how do you deal with these 
nasty pests? Anti-ecological garden¬ 
ers use chlordane or dieldrin but 
there must be a natural indiginous 
enemy here on Norfolk to these 
grubworms (e.g. planting marigolds 
in a garden wards off flies - they hate 
their "perfume".) 

What is a natural enemy of the grub¬ 
worm besides myself? 

AGATHA MARY MAC NEIL, known 
as Mrs. "Mac" to her wide circle of 
friends.is a creative cook. She re¬ 
minds us of a great sculptor we once 
knew whose wife said of him, 

"Haag was always new'." Or to quote 
Escoffier, "on devient cuisinier mais 
on nait rotisseur." 

Mrs. "Mac" experiments constant- 



Mrs. MacNeil was the first woman 
to ride a Harley Davidson in New 
Zealand. She used it for transport 
helping her husband in his office. 

She uses more wheels now getting 
around the island but she is definite¬ 
ly still 'on the go'. Here are three 
of her recipes. 

OAT CAKE 
6 cups rolled oats 
1 cup flour 
\ cup castor sugar 
i teaspoon bi-carbonate soda 
little salt 

Melt 7 02 . butter and add \ cup milk. 
Mix all and roll out to I incfr thick 
and bake in moderate oven. 


CHEESE BISCUITS 
1 cup flour 

£ teaspoon baking powder 
\ teaspoon salt and a little cayenne 
pepper. 

Rub in 2 02 . butter and add 2 02 . 
grated cheese. Roll very thin - 
bake slowly about 300 . 


LEMON SAGO 

Boil 1 cup sago in 5 cups water till 
clear then add 1 cup sugar and juice 
and grated rind’of 2 lemons and 2 
tablespoons golden syrup. 


LI VI NG 

FLASHMAN AT THE CHARGE 
by G.M. Fraser. 

FOR FOLLOWERS of the fortunes of 
Flashman, George Macdonald Fraser's 
last episode in the saga, "Flashman 
at the Charge", will be compulsory 
reading. For those who came in late, 
as the women's magaaines say about 
their serialised and sentimental love- 
stories, I should begin by explaining 
that Flashman is the anti-hero of "Tom 
Brown’s Schooldays", expelled from 
Arnold's Rugby as a rotter, a bounder 
and a cad: also a coward and a juven¬ 
ile alcoholic. In all his adventures, 
written in the form of auto-biography, 
he is disarmingly frank about his 
cowardice and his wish to escape 
trouble ancj save his own skin at 
any cost, and invariably manages 
to appear a national hero in the 
public eye through no exertions of 
his own. 

In the book under review he, 
greatly against his will, takes part 
in the Charge of the Light Brigade 
at Balaclava during the Crimean War. 

He is subsequently captured, has 
adventures both military and amorr 
ous, and finally emerges as the hero 
of the day having saved British India 
from a plot by the Russians to in¬ 
vade via the Khyber Pass -- while 
all the time saving his pelt from 
being perforated was the thought 
uppermost in his mind. 

This is a book that can be read on 
two levels. It may be taken mere¬ 
ly as a good escapist adventure story, 
where the women are always beaut¬ 
iful, the Russians always sneer, the 
French are always devious and un¬ 
trustworthy and the British are 
bumbling incompetents who event¬ 
ually muddle through despite their 
multitude of mistakes. On the other 
hand it can be taken as an essay on 
the futility of war, exposing Patriot¬ 
ism in a Noble Cause as being.an 
artificial sentiment drummed up by 
incompetent desk-bound politicians 
when they have got the country into 
such a frightful mess that the people 
have to be persuaded to fight them 
out of it. Most people owe allegiance 
to their immediate family and friends 
and their local community - any 
feeling on a larger scale than this is 
unnatural and, being politically in¬ 
spired, also dubious in the extreme. 

For those who aren't Flashman 
fans, buy this and become one; 
paperback editions at just over a 
dollar are in all the book-racks in 
the shops. HENRY SMITH. 





Commerce 


Business 

Chamber Sees Us Self- 
Governing Protectorate 

A CRISP PROPOSAL for the 
Chamber of Commerce submission 
to the Royal Commission will be 
debated at a general meeting of 
Chamber members tonight at the 
School at 8. 00 p. m. 

It has been circulated to members 
in advance, and is at this stage 
only an outline draft, served up 
by the Executive. The latest 
listing in the News files shows the 
Chamber's Executive includes 
Rick Irvine, Gordon DuVal, Jack 
Richardson, Neil Reynolds, Stan 
Rogers, David Greenham, Roger 
Newman and Toni Mathys. 

Co-opted in addition are Leo 
O’Sullivan, Margaret Greenham 
and Ces Bunker. 

The draft takes the Royal 
Commission’s terms of reference 
as a framework, and makes a 
pungent comment on each section. 

The Executive's stand on the whole 
issue takes only 176 words. 

The stated purpose of the 
Commission is to enquire into the 
future status of Norfolk and its 
constitutional relationship to 
Australia. On this primary 
question, the Chamber draft 
answers: "Norfolk Island to be an 
internal self-governing Protectorate 
of Australia." 

So the Chamber’s direction at the 
moment is for maintaining links 
with Australia, and for self- 
government without independence. 

On the secondary part of the 
Commission's enquiry -- what 
would be the most appropriate 
form of administration for the 
Island if its constitutional position 
were changed -- the Chamber 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 27 - 19/6/75 

Rees David Walden a J. P. 

Allan Reilly appointed auditor of 
hospital. 

Joseph Jenkins appointed acting 
collector of customs. 

Wayne Adams appointed temporary 
asst, customs clerk. 

Sadim Ltd to be struck off register 
19/9/75. 

Bruce, Hightower Exploration 
Consultants, Highwal Norfolk, 
Mangakieke Pty., Marine & 

Nautical Exploration and Washington 
(all Ltd.) struck off register. 

Morlan Ltd and Bas Ltd wound up, 
final meetings 28/7/75. 


draft says, in effect, "a form of 
administration will be drafted to 
reflect local views. ” 

The Chamber’s views are best, 
expressed in specific comments 
on the ten items the Commission 
is to take into consideration as it 
enquires. The comments are; 

On Pitcairners’ historic rights: 

" Not to be eroded." 

On Norfolk's legal position as a 
Territory: "Is Norfolk a Territory?” 

On the Island’s present and future 
economy: "Norfolk Island is a 
viable economy now and has the 
ability to remain viable economic¬ 
ally in the future.” 

On the advisability of Australian- 
style social benefits for people on 
Norfolk: "Social services, health 
services, education, etc., will be 
provided by Norfolk Island at a 
level to equate with Norfolk Island's 
requirements." 

On the Island's capacity and 
willingness to pay tax for such 
benefits: "We have the capability 
and the willingness to provide the 
benefits necessary. ’’ This answer 
typifies the Chamber views: 

Norfolk can manage for itself, and 
doesn't want to become embroiled 
in the systems and tax burdens that 
have become customary on the 
mainland. 

On Norfolk’s being used for tax 
avoidance or evasion that hurts 
Australia or other countries: "No 
adverse activity is being carried 
out." 

On conditions for immigration: 

"To be controlled by ... Norfolk 
Island. ” 

On the need for adequate commun¬ 
ications with the outside world: 

"To be under the direction of Norfolk 
Island, in conjunction with 
Australia and other countries. ’’ 

On legal and judiciary machinery: 
"Norfolk will provide it with the 
co-operation of Australia." 


McMullen Heads SoPac 


•Stephen G. McMullen, 31, has 
been appointed the new manager of 
the South Pacific Hotel, succeeding 
Bruce Walker. 

Steve Harris, who has been 
managing the hotel since Bruce's 
departure, will continue as trainee 
manager. 


Uncertainty On Aust $ 

RUMOURS OF A POSSIBLE 
devaluation of the Australian dollar 
continue. 

Exchange rates have been reflect¬ 
ing this uncertainty, and over the 
past week the Australian dollar lost 
about l<7o of its buying power against 
the pound Sterling, the Yen, and the 
U.S. dollar. 

EXCHANGE RATES (selling) 


20th June, 1975 

UK ££1=$A .5854 

NZ NZ$1 = $A 1.0171 

FRANCE $A = Francs(Ffr.)5.294 
H/KONG $A = HK$ 6.562 

JAPAN $A - Yen 389.84 


N'LANDS $A = Florins(F) 3.195 

SWITZ' 

LAND $A = Ftancs(Sfr) 3.304 

W. GERMANY $ A = Deutsche - 

marks(Dm) 3.103 


FIJI $A = F$ 1.0551 

USA $A = US$ 1.3331 

NOUMEA $A = Francs 

(CFPfr) 96.347 

NEW GUINEA PAR 


(Courtesy of Comijionwealih Bank) 

McCarthy Lectures Wed. 

As part of its staff training program 
the Commonwealth Bank holds a 
series of 14 lectures on aspects of 
banking and business. 

This Wednesday the lecture, covering 
exchange rates, forward exchange and 
trade services available from the bank 
will be open to any interested members 
of the Norfolk business community. 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

From Auckland -- "Only light 
loadings at present. Allocation 200 
kilograms or more per aircraft, 
depending on passenger load." 

From Sydney -- No telex 
received, but Qantas agents on 
Norfolk say that the backlog a week 
ago was down to about 300 kilograms, 
which has probably been cleared 
during the past week. Availability 
looked good on Saturday, but could 
have been worsened by flight can¬ 
cellations later that day and yesterday. 

FlightTfhisW^ek 

From To From To From To 

Syd. Syd. Akl. A hi Bje. Bne . 

M - - 10.30 11.30 - 

T - - 

W 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

T - - - - 2.00 - 

F - - 10.30 H. 30 - 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 




Social news 

EDITED BY WENDY McGUINNESS 


Thank you for a lovely 
day at Simons Water... 

MUDDY GROUND may have been 
bad news for contestants in the A. 
and H. 's Show Jumping and Cross 
Country event held on Monday, 

16th at Simons Water, but it makes 
tremendous watching for onlookers. 

About a dozen intrepid riders and 
their horses, the riders more 
enthusiastic than the horses, turned 
up to participate in a day's events 
of jumps and cross country riding. 
Amongst them were Kaye Wood, 

Henry Smith, Tracy Knight, Debra 
Nobbs, Margaret Foote, Jo Wiltshire 
Donna Wood, Margot Alston, Linda 
Wood, Tony Nobbs and Norm Wood. 
And last but by no means least, a 
great showman of field and track, 
Hussar Harris. 

Events began at about 11 o'clock 
(Norfolk time) and continued well 
into the afternoon with a break for 
a picnic lunch at 1 p. m. We 
arrived at 12.30, sliding sideways 
down the road for about 50 yards 
and into the entrance gate manned 
by that pillar of the A. and H. 

Bill Underwood, and paid our 50 
cents admission -- which you must - 
admit, those of you who went, was 
a bargain price for a really 
marvellous day. 

Being already faint with hunger 
we proceed to disgorge the groaning 
baskets of typical Norfolk Island 
Picnic Fare we carried in the boot 
of our battle-scarred car and 
joined the others for a little light 
refreshment. Saw some tourists 
unpack their vegemite sandwiches 
and open their Fanta cans with 
goggling eyes at the feasts of food 
appearing like magic from local's 
cars. 

Simons Water is one of the most 
beautiful places on Norfolk Island 
and if Bill Peach missed it for 
his T. V. Programme on beautiful 
N.I. he ought to be hopping mad. 
There is no lovelier place to stroll 
through the trees and sunlight to 
the seas edge (with a tummy full 
of a vast and delicious lunch) 
than these unspoiled acres 
belonging to Bernie Christian- 
Bailey. 

The afternoon's events got 
underway at 2.30 p.m. with the 
Junior and then Senior jumps and, 
as an extra event not recorded on 
the programme, a dollar-entry-fee 
open Jumping event with the winner 
collecting all the dollars. 

These jumping events with the 
ground in front of the jumps 
becpming greasier with each new 
contestant approaching them were 
the most spectacular part of the 
day. Hurdle No. 4 presented the 
most problems. Apparently it 
had been painted a different 


colour than on the practice day and 
the horses didn't like the new 
colour. I once read somewhere 
that horses are colour-blind, which 
just goes to show you can't believe 
all you read. 

The riders have my complete and 
absolute admiration for the way they 
rode their horses over the jumps. 

They weren’t easy hurdles, and the 
slippery ground on either side made 
them almost impossible. Debra 
Nobbs was the outright winner of 
both jumping events on beautiful 
chestnut mare Lukki, owned by Jo 
Wiltshire. Lukki and Debra went 
over the jumps as if they did it 
every day of their lives. Out of 
the entire day’s events Debra 
incurred only 5i penalty points - 
remarkable when you consider 
the condition of the course. 

Tracy Knight, on Champion, 
fared very well too, although a 
slight encounter with the ground 
in front of the dreaded jump No. 4 
cost her a few points. Kaye Wood, 
on Flame, slid nearly all the way 
around her mount's neck before 
she managed to regain her seat 
when the horse skidded in front of 
a slippery hurdle. 

Jo Wiltshire, riding with beautiful 
style, as always, on High Spirits 
(owned by Eldon Foote) also did 
very well with only one graceful 
tumble when her horse stopped 
short and slid into jump No. 5. 

The show was stolen as usual by 
Hussar Harris, on his brown pony- 
named, aptly, Rebel, and dressed 
in the habit of the Hussar Harris 
fading School (denim jeans and 
jacket — with his one concession 
to equestrian sartorial rules being 
a large brown riding hat resting 
lightly on his ears) cantered up to 
the first jump and was topped short by 
his very obstinate steed. This 
happened three times. On the fourth 
and last try a furious Hussar and an 
even crosser Rebel tore up to the jump 

and.over the horse’s head 

went Hussar, breaKing the jump and 
landing on the far side. Rebel set 
off at a very brisk canter for the gate 
leading out of Simons Water. 

Hussar redeemed himself in the last 
event. Undaunted, he paid his dollar 
and mounted his steed for the open 
jumping course and with only three 
attempts at each hurdle all the way 
round fought his way to the finish 
amid rousing cheers from the 
delighted crowd. 

With the end of this last event, and 
after the winners were announced, 
the rain that had been hanging off 
all afternoon began to fall. The 


crowd scrambled for their cars and 
drove home. I, for one, hope that 
this A. and H. Event will become 
annual and perhaps even be 
repeated in the less distant future. 

MUMS. TAKE A PENCIL and put 
a huge cirlce around the 19th July 
on your kitchen calendar. That's 
the night of the Fancy Dress Frolic 
for children, to be held at Rawson 
Hall by The Norfolk Island Wives 
and Mothers Club. 

Starting time is 7 p.m. in ' 
consideration of the tinies. It is 
expected to finish at around 10 p.m. 

Admission is 60 cents per adult. 
Children are free. 

There is however a 20 cent entry 
fee for each section of fancy dress. 
Sweets and drinks and balloons 
will be provided for each child. 

There will be several fancy dress 
sections for each age group. The 
pre-school section (and this can be 
any age under 5) has a nursery 
rhyme and story time section; also 
a most original, a humourous prize 
a prize for the best paper costume, 
and one for the best group in 
fancy dress. For the senior group, 
children from 5 to 13 -- there are 
prizes for the most original, the 
most humourous and the best 
group in fancy dress. 

There's tons of scope for ideas 
for Mums who sew, and an even 
greater challenge for those who 
don't,like me. 

Dads can show remarkable skills 
when it comes to fancy dress 
costumes too. I can remember 
marvellous costumes at fancy 
dress balls when I was a child. 
Children turned into drums, 
eggs (of all things) and one I 
remember in particular turning 
up as a public telephone box. 

A little way out? They do 
show ingenuity, and the kids 
loved them. 

So on with the thinking caps. And 
help the Wives and Mothers get 
their Play-Centre building off 
the drawing board and onto the 
ground. 

HELP THE SCHOOL Sailing Club 
build a new Sabot dinghy for their 
fleet. 

Buy a ticket in their latest raffle 
and win a beautiful timber coffee 
table made by David Regal, a 
member of the teaching staff. 

Second prize is a wooden fruit 
bowl, also made by David. 

Tickets are 20 cents each or 6 for 
a dollar. The prize winning 
tickets will be drawn on the 27th 
June. 






"PORT de FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

Voyage 51 due depart Sydney 3rd July 
due arrive Norfolk 6th July 
due depart Norfolk 8th July 
due arrive Auckland 10th July 
Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 30th July 
due arrive Norfolk 3rd August 
due depart Norfolk 5th August 
due arrive Auckland 7th August 


CCC SHIPPING NEWS 


AS MUST BE EXPECTED TO HAPPF 
at some time, we have fallen behind 
schedule a little, due to adverse 
weather conditions being experiencet 
both loading at Noumea, and on the 
journey to Wallis Island. We’d be 
kidding if we said we had a chance 
to make up all this time, and so we 
have amended our schedule to give 
the importers realistic sailing dates. 
We apologise for this slight delay, 
but assure you that, weather per¬ 
mitting, every effort will be made 
to maintain the schedule. 

We will again be operating a 
direct service from Auckland to 
Norfolk Island, and cargo bookings 
should now be lodged with Maritime 
Services Limited, Customs Street, 
Auckland. On this particular 
voyage it is hoped we may include 
Tauranga as well as Onehunga as a 
loading point. Tauranga is almost 
the centre of the timber industry, 
and we are hopeful that a scheduled 
call at this port 3 or 4 times a 
year would be of great benefit to 
the timber importers on the 
Island, and may possibly result 
in some reduced prices. There 
are of course lots of other things 
that can be loaded at Tauranga, 
and we would not restrict the 
loading at all, beyond reason. 

FOOTNOTE : Wallis and Futuna 
Islands are part of the small Isles 
de Horne Group. They lie 250 
miles west of Western Samoa, 

420 miles north east of Suva and 
1, 420 miles North east of Noumea. 

They have been under French 
control since the 19th Century, 
and became part of the French 
Overseas Territories in 1961. 


CCC * s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND.ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCCs agents it 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 
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Newman 


THE GREEN MACHINE GOES INTO OVERDRIVE 
Flatten Reds 46 - 10 by Scoring 10 Tries to 2 


BOWLS 

HEARD LATE SATURDAY AFTER¬ 
NOON FROM SUVA THAT BILL 
ADAMS AND DAN YAGER WERE TO 
PLAY IN THE PAIRS FINALS OF THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC BOWLING CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIPS. CONGRATULATIONS TO 
YOU BOTH - WE AWAIT FURTHER 
NEWS AS WE GO TO PRESS. 


TENNIS 

FRANCE DEFEATED Yugoslavia 
3-0 to reach the semi-final of Group 
B in the European Zone of the Davis 
Cup. 


MOTOR RACING 
MAS ERA TI SPA of Modena Italy 
has been liquidated after several 
years of steady decline. The com¬ 
pany was formed in 1926 and came to 
be the builder of Formula 1 Racing 
Cars and luxury vehicles. The com¬ 
pany phased out its racing activities 
in the mid 60’s. 


GOLF 

THE UNITED STATES won its 22nd 
Walker Cup victory in 25 matches 
played at St. Andrews in Scotland de¬ 
feating Britain by 15 i to 8{. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

NEW ZEALAND AND ENGLAND 
battled out a 17 all draw in Auckland 
on Saturday while across the Tasman 
France went down (having lost to NZ 
the week before) again to Australia 
at Brisbane by 26-6. 


WORLD CUP CRICKET 

AUSTRALIA WAS NARROWLY de¬ 
feated in the World Cup Final by the 
West Indies with only 18 runs to get 
and nine balls to be bowled when 
Geoff Thompson took a mighty swing 
completely missed the ball and was 
stumped after having put on a best 
wicket stand of 38 with Dennis Lillee. 

Man of the match was Clive Lloyd 
for the West Indies who scored a 
beautiful century. 


WHAT CERTAINLY SEEMED on 
paper to be the match of the season 
so far turned out to be a complete 
rout for the Greens and a fizzer for 
the Reds. 

The ground was in pretty good con¬ 
dition considering the torrential rain 
we have had up to Sunday morning 
and a good crowd was present to 
watch the big match. 

The Reds just weren’t in the game 
after the first 10 minutes no doubt 
rattled by the loss of Ian Pleffer 
after his brilliant try which put the 
Reds ahead of two Green penalties 
5-4. 

Instead of knuckling down to the 
job Reds decided to have Ref Lou 
Evans on - losing them a lot of 
ground. When Kelvin Adams left 
the field Reds crumbled and let the 
Greens really get on top and given 
this opportunity they leapt into top 
. gear and took control of the game. 
From then on Reds played a back 
peddling game being hard on defence 
with the Greens playing excellent 
football in attack with good crisp 
passing and support for the player 
with the ball, and by half-time had 
scored three tries to Reds one. Half¬ 
time score was 20 points to 5 for 
Greens who looked well in control 
of the game. 

In the second half Reds had the 
wind and sun behind them but 
couldn't get back into the game. 

Skeet Anderson had a tremendous 
game for Greens and scored his sec¬ 
ond bruising try a solo effort shortly 
into the second half but missed the 
conversion with a ball that obviously 
was becoming slippery. 

William Menzies was having a con¬ 
troversial battle with the Ref. the 
crowd and the Greens and made a fan¬ 
tastic break and sprinted away draw¬ 
ing the Greens cover defence before 
flicking the ball to a flying Ruffy 
Stevens just short of the line who 
went over for a fine try untouched. 
Larry Quintal kicked his second con¬ 
version to put up 10 points on the 
board for the Reds. 

The Greens obviously took offence 
to this try and from then on literally 


hammered the Reds into the Oval 
with unrelenting pressure and de¬ 
molished a tired and dispirited Reds 
by scoring a further five tries and 
if time had permitted would have 
kept on piling up the points. 

It was a very hard game witji. 
devastating crash tackling with the 
Reds coming off second best by losing 
2 players. An incident late in the 
second half between Arthur Keeping 
and Michael Cannon (Mohammed Ali 
would have been proud of the punch) 
resulted in the referee despatching 
both players from the field depleting 
the Reds defence beyond repair. 

The final score was 46-10 to the 
Greens and everyone was glad to see 
the end of the game which turned 
into a farce. 


SCORERS FOR GREENS : 46 POINTS 
Les Burke (2) David Wentworth 
Skeet Anderson(2) Spuddy Douran (2) 
Doug Jackson. Bill Stables 
Wayne Sehick 

PENALTIES - Skeet Anderson (2) 
David Wentworth 

S CORERS FOR REDS: 10 POINTS . 
TRIES: Ian Pleffer Ruffy Stevens 
CONVERSIONS: Larry Quintal (2) 


TKSY SAID IT 

® Shirley (Cha Cha) Muldowney, the 
only woman licensed by the National 
Hot Rod Association, explaining what 
motivates her to drive a top fuel drag¬ 
ster: “I want to be the fastest woman 
in the world—in a manner of speaking." 
a Eubie Blake, 92-year-old ragtime pia¬ 
nist, upon having a race named after him 
at Pimlico: "1 wouldn't bet on a horse 
unless he came up to my house and told 
me to himself." 

• Steve Wright, wandering offensive 
tackle ; , who most recently played for 
the Chicago Fire, on the wave of big- 
money offers being made by the World 
Football League: ”1 just got a million- 
dollar offer from the WFL. One dollar 
a year for a million years.” 



‘dars Norfolk’ 


a group with no name 

A CIVIC ACTION group -- started 
and led by members of old island fam¬ 
ilies but now open to all interested 
residents -- will meet again tomorrow 
night to continue hammering out its 
views on the forthcoming Royal 
Commission. 

The group, chaired by Steve Nobbs 
and so far intentionally avoiding in¬ 
venting any name for itself, will hold 
open court at the Valley View start¬ 
ing at 8.00pm. 

It began earlier this year with a 
realisation that the island was on the 
edge of possible large changes but 
that people named Christian, Adams, 
Quintal, Nobbs, Buffett, McCoy and 
their kin weren't making themselves 
heard. 

There w .'.s a considerable turnout of 
old families at the open session of 
Council held to gather residents' views 
on executive authority. Bur none of 
them spoke. 

There were many of them at the 
Rawson Hall meeting when ». dele¬ 
gation from Ca nberra debated the 
proposed jet airport. But they had 
little to say. 

People with the old Pitcairn and Nor¬ 
folk names have often been wooed to 
join "action groups" started by more 
recent arrivals. This year they reckon¬ 
ed it was time to start their own action 
group. 

At the first few meetings, much of 
the conversation was in Norfolk. One 
of the concerns of Steve Nobbs and 
others was that people whose families 
have lived for generations on the island 
have taken on a habit of remaining 
silent, waiting and seeing, wanting to 
avoid any offense or any appearance 
of pride or self-importance. 

The initiators of the group reasoned 
that if the life-long islanders were 
among a majority like themselves, if 
they understood the urgency of the 
recent trends affecting Norfolk, if they 
could talk in their island-family tongue., 
maybe something would happen. 

Something has happened. The group 
is now strong enough so that it is 
ready to have "outsiders" join in to 
listen and (if they aren’t too pushy or 
too brassy) talk as well. 

At their meeting last Tuesday the 
group covered these topics.- 

-Taxation: if : t comes to a choice 
between being gathered into the 
Australian tax system, or Norfolk's 
becoming independent, the group 
voted in favour of independence. 

-Royal Commission: discussion 


turned on whether the Pitcairn fam¬ 
ilies were or were not given contin¬ 
uing rights to land and freedom from 
interference by anyone but the Crown, 
Lost documents were mentioned. On 
a motion, a majority voted to tele¬ 
phone a New Zealand friend to try 
to get photostat copies of certain doc¬ 
uments believed to be kept in the 
Auckland museum. 

-Submission to the Commission: 
there was uncertainty whether the 
group should make a submission, and 
if so whether it should seek profession¬ 
al legal advice in preparing the sub¬ 
mission. "If you go to court and 
speak for yourself, they don't even 



hear you, " said one man. "But if 
you have a barrister to speak for you.." 
The group later voted to approach a 
lawyer and ask for guidance. 

-Terms of reference of the Comm¬ 
ission: a question of whether some 
partial taxation might not benefit the. 
island was answered by many object¬ 
ions. The dominant reply was "If 
you get Commonwealth taxation 
applied on Norfolk, the island is sunk." 
On the question of whether old people 
are suffering and in need of Austral- 
ian-style benefits, the mood of the 
group was even more negative. "Do 
you know how old people live, in 
Australia, on the pension? And they 
think they can come here and tell us 
how we should care for old people!" 
was one comment. Another was: 

"They come and tell us there are 60 
or 70 year old people here in dire 
distress. Who?---and answers of 
"None'." brought no objection from 
anyone. 


-Land title system: the chairman 
argued strongly against any change 
from the traditional system. "Person¬ 
ally I don't think there's anything 
safer than a peppercorn a year if de¬ 
manded, " he said. Danny Lusk said 
he had also been against any change 
until a couple of years ago, but on 
further thought, had come to believe 
that a guaranteed title system would 
benefit many people, and would not 
be compulsory for anyone preferring 
to stay with the present system. 

"But how long until it becomes com¬ 
pulsory?" asked the chairman. A 
motion to protest against any change 
was debated, and then modified to a 
decision to seek an accurate com¬ 
parison of the pros and cons of the 
two systems, and was passed in this 
form. 

-Jetport: the meeting voted to 
send an objection against any exten¬ 
sion of the airport to the Department 
of the Environment. Comments in 
this discussion ranged far and wide. 

"If we're right on 20, 000 tourists 
now, what do we want bigger planes 
for?" "There is a current jet that is 
quiet and will work -- the F28." 
"There is a tourist here who says the 
Electra is the answer, and we can buy 
some for a few thousand dollars." 
"What will it do to the birds, and the 
trees?" "What if we did have only 
the ships — I wouldn't mind seeing 
the girls out in the field, in just grass 
skirts.." 

-General: Asthe meeting drew tc 
a close the chairman said "We ought 
to try to find some way of ironing out 
our differences. There are always 
five or six different groups, on any¬ 
thing. We ought to have one view, 
not six, and we ought to be able to 
reach one view, by give and take, 
so the island could go united to the 
Commission..." 

-Future meetings: There was con¬ 
cern about wishing that more people 
would take part in the meetings. 

Elva Yager suggested each person 
should try to bring one or two friends 
next time. Someone suggested there 
was a weakness in the group's not 
having a namejbut the chairman said 
"We don't call ourselves anything — 
just Norfolk Islanders." Was the group 
for islanders only? "We hoped to try 
to get local people to speak. They 
are bashful. We don't want Norfolk 
Islanders to be left out. " 

And Elva Yager had the last word, 
saying to the News editor as he left, 
"Don't worry, if we didn’t want you 
here I would have shot you at the door. 
And I'm a pretty good shot." 
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MONDAY 30' JUNE, 1975 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


NORFOLK MAP, WEEKLY 
TOURIST GUIDE - - 

SEE CENTRE LIFT-OUT 

Pho ne Cost Dp Tomor row 
Private fr55,Shops $132 


S.MJs Term Ending 

TOMMOROW IS EXPECTED to be 
Mr. Paul Startin-Field's last day of 
presiding over the Norfolk Island 
Court of Petty Sessions before his 
term expires on Friday. 

At the end of last week no 
announcement had been made 
concerning the appointment of a 
new Stipendary Magistrate. 

According to the Official 
Secretary there is no provision in 
Norfolk law providing for the 
automatic filling of the Magistrate's 
bench'during temporary vacancies. 
Administration of the court was 
separated from the Administration's 
functions some years ago. 

After this week the court will 
not be able to sit until a new 
Magistrate has been appointed. 

Bill Wiseman Joins News 



THE NEWS’S need for more 
interested and competent people 
to help cover accurately what's 
happening on Norfolk has 
resulted in the appointment of 
Bill Wiseman Jim. as Editorial 
Associate. 

Bill will help cover meetings, 
ask about the stories behind 
the stories, aid in layout and 
mechanical details of the News, 
and otherwise expand our 
ability to produce a factual 
and thought provoking 
newspaper each week. 

Bill's family have lived on 
Norfolk for some years. 
Meanwhile he has been working 
for Sunday newspapers in London, 
done a wide range of reporting 
(including the whole spectrum 
from police rounds to Canberra 
political writing) for the 
Melbourne "Age”, and been 
editor of the Ring wood and 
Croydon Mail, a prize-winning 
weekly with 20,000 circulation. 


Tucked away at the end of dusty 
Company notices in Thursday's 
Government Gazette, there was 
bad news fof people with phones. 

Starting tomorrow, a private 
phone will rent for $55 a year, 
business phones rise to $132 a year, 
and a selection of accessories and 
other services also" go up. 

The Administrator says the rises 
were a simple necessity to keep the 
telephone service in the black. 

"All such services have to be paid 
for by the people who make use 
of them," he said. ; 

He added that when a forthcoming 
new batch of telephones is installed, 
the service should be operating (at 
least for the time being) at a 
minimal profit. 



IN THIS ISSUE the News begins 
publishing, selected documents 
concerning Norfolk Island's 
history. 

They are from a collection held 
by Greg Quintal. 

They will be read and saved by 
families on the Island and overseas 
who care about Norfolk's early 
days. Hopefully they may help 
bring to light other recollections 
and other documents that could aid 
the Royal Commission's inquiries. 

To make certain of your copy of 
the News, have one reserved at 
your local News dealer. 


FIVE GROUPS WORKING TO 
AGREE ON ISLAND FUTURE 

IS SO ME UNITY PO SSIBLE? 

Public Meeting Wed. 
Night will be th e test 

A COMBINED meeting of as many 
as five principal Island organisations 
— with more welcome -- will be 
held Wednesday night at the 
school to see if common ground 
can be found for a unified sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission* 

During the past week leaders of 
the Norfolk Island action group, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Citizens 
Association, the Accommodation 
Proprietors Association and the Flora 
and Fauna Society have been meeting, 
trying to mesh their organisations' 
views Into one simple document. 

The advantages and strength that 
would come from a unified approach 
are obvious. 

At this stage it appears that most 
if not all of the five groups involved 
want a large measure of self-govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk, without cutting 
cordial ties with Australia. 

It is not known where the first 
impetus for a united front came 
from. 

While the thought has been 
privately expressed by many 
residents, it was probably first 
voiced at a public meeting by 
Steve Nobbs of the Island action 
group. On June 17 he said to that 
. geoup "We ought to try to find 
some way of ironing out our 
differences. There are always 
five or six groups, on anything. 

We ought to have one view, not 
six. 

”We ought to be able to reach one 
view, by give and take, so the 
Island could go united to the 
Commission." 

There have been inevitable 
difficulties in getting so many 
groups to collaborate. Each 
has its own leaders, its own 
purposes, its own obligations to 
members and its own committed 
positions on some issues. 

The unity movement has made 
(continued on next page) 




FIONA' "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last, 
Miltons had the lot,,»now we've got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home,,,he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line,,," 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Milters had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot,- The rest of the 
time was pure holiday,,," 





and here’s THE PLAN: 
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MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




How a Royal Coiraission Operates — a Little 
Like a Court, but No One's Mad at Anyone 


Move for Unity — 

(continued froth Page 1) 

unexpected progress because it has 
avoided contentious issues'and 
tried to find at least some points 
on which there is a concensus of 
opinion. 

The movement has also been 
spurred by a growing feeling that 
Norfolk is facing a fork in the 
political road, with one last chance 
to work for self-government or be 
amalgamated into Australia. 

Executives of the co-operating 
groups are to meet Wednesday 
afternoon, and have invited 
executives of any other Island 
groups to join them. 

If the unity movement survives 
the afternoon session, the public 
meeting that night could well be a 
landmark in Norfolk’s political 
development. 


K'fisher Plans Arrive 

THE CONSORTIUM planning a 
new hotel on the Kingfisher site at 
Anson Bay has completed plans for 
the hotel, which reached Norfolk 
by air Friday. 

The group had been given until 
June 30 to put detailed architects 
drawings on the table, or lose 
their tentative Council approval 
to proceed with the development. 

While the plans had not been 
"officially presented" at the 
weekend, they were physically 
present on the Island comfortably 
before the deadline, and only 
protocol remained to be attended 
to for them to be formally 
received. 


New Chief of Police 

.SGT. PETER HARRIS, late of the 
A.C. T. police, has been named 
the new head of the Norfolk Island 
Police. 

He was to arrive-on Saturday's 
plane from Australia, accompanied 
by his wife and children, to take 
up a two-year appointment. 

The family will live in the Kingston 
residence occupied until Saturday 
by Sgt. Greg Hinks, at 10 Quality 
Row. 

Sgt. Harrison will have two days 
of familiarisation from Greg 
before Greg leaves Wednesday. 

Constable Bill Stoll, also of the 
A.C.T. police, who was acting 
chief while Greg was in Australia 
for medical treatment, will also 
be available to offer Sgt. Harrison 
support until at least one of the two 
new constables arrives. 

A delayed farewell party for 
Greg was held at the Bowling Club 
Friday night. 


THE ROYAL Commission on 
Norfolk will be carried out in the 
ways that Sir John Nimmo, the 
Commissioner, thinks will lead to 
the soundest results. 

The Commission's method of 
operating may change as he learns 
more about the situation. 

But it will probably be similar to 
other Royal Commissions, and to 
learn more about such enquiries the 
News talked with some of the men 
who will be involved. 

The Commissioner himself has the 
responsibility for seeing that well- 
rounded information is looked at, 
and for writing a report (and 
recommendations) after the hearings 
are over. 

He acts a little like a judge — 
listening as others present their 
beliefs and information, asking 
questions or requesting further 
information if he wants it, and 
finally forming individual 
decisions and opinions himself. 

The Commissioner and all others 
appointed to work as part of the 


request from Ma Adams 

Ma Adams has asked the News to 
publish the fact that her nephew 
was recently fined under the motor 
vehicle ordinance for speeding. 

In a report published elsewhere 
on the Island, he was incorrectly 
said to have been fined for 
stealing. 




"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Contributors this issue Alice 
Howard, Wendy McGuinness, Michael 
Moran, Butch Quintal, John Ryves, 
Henry Smith, 

Type, Shelley Buffett and Jan Pear¬ 
son. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A14 p. a. posted to 
Australia, $A21 to New Zealand, 

$A25 elsewhere — shortened if 
postage rates rise. 

Advertising rates on request. 

Letters and contributions are welcome 
but anonymous letters ar.e not_Brinted, 


Commission get their authority from 
Letters Patent issued by the Governor 
General of Australia, in keeping with 
both Australian and Norfolk laws that 
provide for Royal Commissions. Once 
the Letters Patent have been issued, 
the Commissioner is responsible for 
making the enquiry and reporting 
back; but until he has completed his 
work, he is a sort of law unto himself, 
and is not directed or supervised by 
anyone. 

By tradition, some aspects of the 
Royal Commission are modelled 
after the traditions of a court. 

There are barristers who handle the 
presenting of evidence and the 
questioning of witnesses. There is 
a "solicitor instructing the barrister, " 
whose job is to handle the out-of- 
court work -- talking with witnesses 
to help them get their 
presentations ready, seeing that 
there is a reasonably steady flow of 
witnesses available, and looking 
after many other supporting matters. 

The solicitor instructing the 
barrister does not necessarily sit in 
on the hearings every day; he is often 
busy in an office getting things 
ready for the next day, and the days 
after. 

The secretary of a Commission is 
the one responsible for setting up 
most of the arrangements and 
handling administrative matters. 

He has to find a place for the 
hearings to be held, see that 
suitable furniture is brought in, 
keep records of what is happening, 
and look after many other details. 

In an ordinary court hearing, all of 
these things are attended to by 
permanent staff. A Royal 
Commission needs to have all 
this machinery set up from 
scratch, and that's the secretary's 
job. 

As in a court case, witnesses may 
be questioned by the barrister in 
order to draw out information for 
the Commissioner to consider. 
Witnesses may also be questioned 
by their own solicitor or barrister, 

In the hearings, if the witness 
wants such a person to help him 
get across points that seem 
particularly important to him. 

But while a Royal Commission 
is like a court in appearance, it 
is quite different in a basic way: 
there is no contest going on 
between two opposing sides. No 
one is being prosecuted or de¬ 
fended. The Commission's 
barristers are not against anyone; 
they are simply trying to draw out 
all information that will help the 
Commissioner reach sound con¬ 
clusions. 

(Continued in next week's News) 



NEW SHIPMENT NOW ON THE WAY 


Mil 1500 



Rotary blades . . . 
one of the very few tractors 
with heavy-duty rotary blades 


Tires . . . High-lug anti-slip 
tires for wet fields 


Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealing 


17HP gasoline engine . . . 

fingertip starting 


Cushioned seat .... - 

comfort for all kinds of jobs 


implement control with hydraulic lever 


8-gear transmission . . . 

6 forward, 2 reverse speeds, 

6 PTO shift, inside a totally 
enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 


On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a large tractor 
would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at all. 
That's where the Hinomoto MB-1500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and ligi.t duty works. 

But it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
a small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a large tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling. 


Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be $2250 - - Terms Available 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK. ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 





"SELF-GOVERNMENT", SAYS ISUND ACTION GROUP 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND action 
group that Was started by members 
of old island families held its best- 
supported meeting so far at the Valley 
View last Tuesday. 

At the meeting chairman Steve 
Nobbs told about the group's origins. 
"Richard Bataille called a meeting of 
the people to submit to Council their 
views as to more executive control 
on Norfolk. 

"At that meeting three submissions 
were put, none of them coming from 
islanders. I was there and I tell you 
what, I wasn't too happy that no Nor¬ 
folk Islander spoke. 

”-A thought came into my mind, if 
we could get together and put our 
own submission, it might help. 

"We've now become very involved." 

Over 100 people attended the meet¬ 
ing Tuesday, slightly more than half 
being from non-Pitcairn families, 
invited to sit in now that the group 
has found its feet. 

Steve and Danny Lusk had approach¬ 
ed N.H. McIntyre to act as adviser 
to the group in preparing a submission 
for the Royal Commission. "We said 
we didn't have much money, and 
what would be his charges?" Steve 
reported. 

In later discussions at the Tuesday 
meeting, Mr. McIntyre said he 
didn't contemplate making any charge, 
unless expenses became heavy — as 
they could, for example, in buying 
copies of the transcripts or other 
necessary material. 

As discussion began on specific 
points of the submission planned for 
the Commission, Val Nobbs spoke 
strongly on the island's loyalties. 

"At the Anniversary Day gathering 
there were many different flags fly¬ 
ing, ” she said. "In the past we have 
always had one flag, the Union Jack, 
and the national anthem. There was 
no Union Jack this year. I propose 
that we write a letter to Council and 
ask why this was not done, and flags 
of various nations were used instead. 

"Let the Union Jack and the nation¬ 
al anthem have priority, at all pub¬ 
lic meetings." 

As discussion focussed on the poss¬ 
ibility of independence for Norfolk 
-- previously supported by the group 
— Steve said "We can stand on our 
own feet." 

''We can't do that," said Val Nobbs. 
"We used to be a crown colony, but 
they (Great Britain) have enough on 
their plate now, and they can’t take 
us back." 

"I believe we should seek Divine 
Guidance in what we are doing now, " 
she added later. "We mucked things 
up with the petition a while ago. 

And before that, they gave us the 
local government we asked, but the 
Council voted in a block, and we 
turned it down. They think we’re 


nitwits." 

Unclear or conflicting ideas about 
what "local government", "indepen¬ 
dence" and "self government" really 
meant brought lengthy discussion, at 
times heated. 

"How far do we go with indepen¬ 
dence?" asked Archie Bigg. "Do we 
cut ourselves off?" The chairman 
replied that Norfolk would use the 
Australian dollar, and that visas would 
not be required to go back and forth 
from Australia. 

"Independence is a pretty strong 
term, " said Cr. Bill Blucher. 

"Living here, we know how the 
money should be spent, better than 
others do," said Val Nobbs. 

"With independence you are com¬ 
pletely cut off," said Cr. Blucher. 
"Self government is what we should 
strive for." 

"Either we're all part of Australia, 
or we're all Norfolk Island," said 
Tom Lloyd. 

Peter Middleton said "I submit 
what we want is self-government, 
with the right to become independent 
in due course, when it becomes 
appropriate." 

Richard Bataille spoke cautioning 
the group. "The wording of what is 
being debated needs more defining," 
he said. "It is too loose. Do we 
want self government or local govern¬ 
ment? I am more interested in local 
government than self government." 

The chairman asked Mr. McIntyre 
if he would try to define the differ¬ 
ences among the various terms being 
discussed. 

"I would have the view that local 
government is concerned with shire 
matters, ” said Mr. McIntyre. "It 
is not concerned with education, 
or police, or judicial matters. It 
could include roads and an electricity 
undertaking. 

"Self government means the cap¬ 
acity to govern yourself completely— 
to raise money, make laws. There 
could be some comparison with the 
situation in Australia, where New 
South Wales is a State, but is part 
of the Commonwealth. Self govern¬ 
ment in my view has some defined 
limits, and there are some powers 
that are higher -- like the Federation, 
in Australia, for example. 

"Independence in my view would 
be self government without any para¬ 
mount authority over you. You would 
be completely free to make your own 
laws on all matters; to wheel and 
deal with other countries. The re¬ 
sponsibility would be on the people to 
control their own destiny.” 

Mr. McIntyre went on to talk of 
Australia's responsibilities to Papua 
New Guinea, assisting the people there 
to become responsible for their own 
affairs. He pointed out that Australia 


is a signatory to the United Nations 
covenant on human rights, which 
commits Australia to assisting non- 
self-governing territories to achieve 
self government and in time independ¬ 
ence. 

A motion that Norfolk should strive 
for self government, rather than in¬ 
dependence, was passed by a show-of- 
hands vote of about 16 to nine. Richard 
Bataille asked for a record of how many 
abstentions there were, but was not 
given a count. 

The meeting then went with despatch 
through a list of abbreviated items to 
be put to the Commission, based on 
the enquiry's terms of reference. 

Voice assent was given to these points: 

— The interest of Norfolk Island 
residents is to be left to live their own 
life, without being over-governed. 

-- The historic rights of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers are to enjoy "this way of life," and 
to continue to enjoy it. 

-- Norfolk's position as a Territory: 
"It may be legal, but we think better 
Norfolk be self governing, and not 
governed from Canberra. ” 

-- The economy: "Our ancestors 
and we worked hard, and live within 
our means. We have faith we will 
continue to do so." 

-- Social security: "We will look 
after our own to the best of our 
ability, and believe this is the best 
and happiest arrangement." 

-- Capacity to pay for social 
security: "We are completely 
opposed to paying tax or other imposts 
to Australia." 

-- Norfolk as a tax haven: The 
brief statement said that the refer¬ 
ence to Norfolk's harming Australia 
wasn't understood, that Norfolk 
(like other countries) had prospered 
from companies, and that both Nor¬ 
folk and Australia had lost benefits 
since they were discouraged. 

-- Immigration: "To be settled by 
the Norfolk Island House of Assembly, 
they to be elected by permanent 
residents." 

-- Communications: The group 
took this to mean verbal, not trans¬ 
port, communications, and said 
"communications should come to us 
in a form we readily understand, 
and our own language should not be 
suppressed." 

-- Legal and judiciary: "Norfolk 
will provide adequate police and 
judiciary, with the co-operation of 
Australia. ” 

The meeting nominated 15 members 
to be available to help Mr. McIntyre 
and to be possible candidates as wit¬ 
nesses before the Commission. They 
are Goldie Buffett, Jack Quintal, 

Elva Yager, Tom Lloyd, Steve 
Menzies, Greg Quintal, Dale Christian, 
Steve Nobbs, Roy Nobbs, Helen 
Lindsay, Leo McCoy, Don Adams, Dan 
Lusk, Alice Buffett and Grannie 
Quintal. 



INTO MATTERS 
fsixm TO 


The Australian Gcvernment has recently set' up a 
Commission to make an Inquiry Into matters*relating 
to Norfolk Island. The Royal Commissioner appointed 
to this inquiry is The Honourable Sir John Angu9 
Nimmo, C.B.E., O.St.J., Q.C., a Justice of the Aus- 


Submlssiorts 

Persons, organisations or bodies wishing to place 
evidence before the Commission are invited to make 
a detailed vvrittcn Submission not later than 31 July 
1975. The Commission wishes to be advised by 
30 June 1975 of ‘.he intention of any person, organisa- 


bmissions should indicate:— 
h to appear to give oral evidence 
1 additional to their written sub- 


i person in making a submission to or 
lore the Commission, 
searing before the Commission may be 
ve evidence on oath or affirmation. If he 
n the public interest to do so, the Com- 
y direct any part of the proceedings of 
be heard in private. 


Public Hearings 

It is intended that at public hearings those Sub¬ 
missions which are treated as public will be read by 
their authors before the Commissioner so public 
examination and cross examination of their contents 
may be made by interested parties. 

For this purpose the dates and places of the public 
hearings will be announced from time to time. It is 
likely that such hearings will be conducted at Norfolk 
Island, Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra 
and such other locations as may seem desirable for 
the convenience of those wishing to tender evidence. 

Terms of Reference 

To make inquiry into and to report and make recom¬ 
mendations oh: 

1. The future status of Norfolk Island and Its con¬ 
stitutional relationship to Australia; 

2. The most appropriate form of administration for 
Norfolk Island If its constitutional position were 
changed. 

The inquiry and recommendations are to extend to 
and take into account:— 

(a) the interests of Norfolk Island residents; 

(b) the historical rights of the descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers, arising from their Settlement in 
1856; 

(c) Norfolk Island’s legal position as a Territory of 
Australia; 

(d) the present and probable development of the 
economy of Norfolk Island; 

(e) whether Social Security, health, educational, 
compensation and other benefits should be pro¬ 
vided at levels similar to those which other 
Australian citizens enjoy; 

(f) the capacity and willingness of the Island to pay 
through taxation or other Imposts for the pro¬ 
vision of those benefits; 

(g) the extent to which Norfolk Island has been and 
is now being used to provide a base for activities 
(e.g., income tax, gift duty and death duty avoid¬ 
ance or evasion) which are harmful to the 
interests of Australia or of other countries; 

(h) conditions for permanent entry Into the Island 
community; 

(i) the need for adequate communications between 
the Island and Australia, and the rest of the 
world; and 

(J)the need for adequate law enforcement and 
Judicial machinery. 


ADVICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Public hearings on these 
matters will commence at 
10 a.m. on July 7th, 1975. 

This first hearing will be held 
on Norfolk Island in the 
Museum Building, Admini¬ 
stration Headquarters, Quality 
Row, Kingston. 

The Commission will re¬ 
ceive evidence during the 
following periods:- 
Monday to Friday inclusive 
10 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. and 
from 2.15 p. m. to 4.15 p. m. 

This initial hearing will 
conclude on Friday, 25th 
July at 4.15 p. m. Hearings 
will be resumed on the 
Island on August 4th at 10 
a.m. for a further period of 
three weeks and on further 
occasions to be advised later. 

A11 Communications and 
Submissions should be 
addressed to The Secretary, 
Royal Commission Into 
Matters Relating to 
Norfolk Island. In 
Canberra his address is 
P. O. Box 232, Civic 
Square, A.C.T. 2608. On 
Norfolk Island, communi¬ 
cations may be addressed I 
3 the Commission at Kingston. | 


$ LUNCH AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 

•M* Tha enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk’s premier hotel... 

Value exceptional. Hot or cold lunchson for only #1.50 


': 3 . south pacific hotel /motel limited 


»outh Pacific 


| Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 


telephone 2166 

IwBfwif! Good things on*the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 
w ^ a ®’ ^sef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 

Ua an{ * french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 


poultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or tea 


MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - 9.30PM, 


THURSDAY BARBEQUE 7 - 9.30PM 





editorials 


AT THE NORFOLK Island action 
group's meeting last week the 
question of "Communications” was 
discussed. Many in the group 
thought that communications had 
to do with communicating. 

They expressed the wish that 
"communications should come 
to us in a form we can readily 
understand." 

Seasoned lawyers and 
politicians may assume this is a 
plea from uneducated people whose 
vocabularies are deficient. We 
would like to suggest, with 
respect, that they take a 
different view. 

We would like to suggest, with 
respect.that lawyers and 
politicians tend to fall into 
specialised jargon that sounds 
profound, but often hides fuzzy 
thinking and unclear conceptions. 

We would like to suggest, with 
respect, that it takes real effort to 
get one's thoughts clear enough to 
speak simply. 

We would like to ask, with respect, 
that the fine men being sent to 
Norfolk to help with the Royal 
Commission make that kind of real 
effort. 

We do not want long sentences and 


elegant words just now. Vfewant 
clear, exact thinking. Our future 
is at stake. 


FROM FATHER AND MOTHER to 
son and daughter, and to grand¬ 
daughter and grandson, a belief has 
been passed down for more than 
100 years. 

A belief that Norfolk Island was 
given to the Pitcairn families in 
exchange for Pitcairn itself. A 
belief that Queen Victoria 
intended that the Pitcairners should 
have, on Norfolk, the same rights 
and the same kind of life they had 
developed on their own. A belief 
that when some of those rights and 
some of that way of life were 
denied them, by the laws of the 
day, a great wrong was done. 

There are memories, handed 
through the generations, of 
promises made and believed, and 
of documents that once existed. 

In several formal examinations 
made since the removal, it 
has been decided that nothing 
illegal has been done to lessen the 
Pitcairners’ rights. It has become 
usual for professional students of 
Norfolk history to say "that question 


has been laid to rest. Old 
documents missing? Nothing but 
a dream....” 

But the belief perseveres after a 
hundred years. And there are_ 
documents that make it clear 
that the Pitcairners moved to 
Norfolk in the firm conviction 
that their rights were being 
preserved; documents that don’t 
quite make sense unless one 
imagines that there truly was 
another document; one that can’t 
be found now. 

Perhaps it is time to stop trying 
to prove, by legalistic means, that 
past actions by Australia or Great 
Britain were illegal. Perhaps it is 
time to reflect on quite a different 
question: if the Pitcairners moved 
here in the genuine belief that they 
took their rights along with them, 
was there not a contract, at least 
implied, in their acceptance of 
the move? 

The News is honoured to begin 
publishing some of the "Quintal 
Papers" in this issue. We do so 
hoping that they will help strike 
a responsive chord In the world's 
sense of fairness, which is very 
different in 1975 than it was in 
1875. 


JaDtClf)u \ 



Excessive*./ 


•*«»» SFWnC*T 


Con DuCftni- 


mm 


"Y'KNOW, I RECKON THEY'RE FRIENDLY. WHY'NT WE TRY TO FIND SOMEBODY WHO 
UNDERSTANDS THEIR LANGUAGE. AND MAYBE WE CAN COMMUNICATE WITH ’EM. " 




On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 
that day’s ^ 
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Our object is ro carry i 

Norfolk Island’s most i 

comprehensive range of i 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift j 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact ! 
with top-line suppliers j 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're j 
happy to get it, as ' 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK—JUNE 30 - JULY 6 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 
(Music Hall). 

10.05 Short STory 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Profile 
12. 05 Big Band sound 

1.15 Close 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10. 05 Sports Magazine 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Brothers in Law 
(Comedy) 

12. 05 Outback Adventures 

1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 My Word (Panel 

Game) 

10.45 Hospital Program 


12.05 Internat’l Rjundup 

I. 15 Close 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.00 Music (Kathy) 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 Frankie Howard 

(Comedy) 

II. 00 Request Program 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 

I. 45 Close 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. F's Casebook 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

10.,45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

I. 45 Close 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 


12.05 Top of the Pops 
1.00 World News 

1.15 Request Program 
2.00 Steptoe & Son 

(Comedy) 

2.30 A. B.C. Sporting 
Service 

SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Sylvia) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 

6. 00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Magician’s Nephew 

(Ivan reads children's 
story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8. 00 China. (II) 

8.30 Edith Piaf (story of 
French singer) Pt. 2 
of 2 parts 

9.15 Music Bach 

10.15 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 

by Michael Moran 

The weather in London the past 
week has been simply superb with 
beautiful sunshine and temperatures 
in the eighties. My Norfolk Pine 
is flourishing in the drawing-room 
(Yes, I really do have one under 
which I occasionally lie, looking 
up through the branches at the 
cracks in the sky - er - ceiling, 
reminiscing over pleasures of the 
mind's affections I once knew). 
"Take advantage of late Spring 
and go to the country; immerse 
yourself in the new growth." he 
said. But under what musical 
pretext could I justify leaving my 
instrument for a d^y? Visit the 
harpsichord builder. 

The purchase of a modern 
harpsichord is fraught with traps 
and scorpions. The great 
survival of early music in our 
century, fathered in part by 
Arnold Dolmetsch, led to a 
proliferation of builders that 
attempted to impose 19th and 
20th century piano building 
techniques on the harpsichord. 

They hoped that heavier con¬ 
struction (even metal plates 
for strength) and thicker stringing 
would improve the carrying 
power and quality of the tone. 

Some were fitted with numerous 
pedals to alter the registration, 

16 ft. stops to "deepen" the tone 


and a characteristically heavier 
touch. Apes of the Piano God 
in fact. 

Such modifications were un¬ 
known on historical instruments 
with rare exceptions (the German 
builder Hass in the I8th century). 
The exquisite musical vignettes 
of Louis and Francois Couperin 
(17th and 18th century French 
composers - uncle and nephew 
respectively) were not intended 
for constant "pedal-pumping" 
changes of registration within a 
single piece, but as suites of 
contrasted pieces. The contrast 
was achieved with hand stops, 
the time taken for this undoubtedly 
broadly based and "avec la bonne- 
grace" in the manner of that time 
when the power of suggestion and 
the strength of subtle inflection 
within a miniature framework was 
adored. The style of playing was 
always to be directed by 
"le bon-gout" of the day. 

The whole body of the historical 
instrument would resonate like a 
living organism, not merely the 
soundboard as in some modern 
instruments. The long, low 
tension, th in gauge strings (a 
good 7 feet) were full of over¬ 
tones and partials when plucked, 
wonderfully evocative of 
orchestral mixtures with great 
carrying power. The Skowroneck 
harpsichord mentioned a couple 
of weeks back will give you a 
fine indication. The five or six 
sets of strings on some modern 
instruments were entirely unknown. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Hany Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail frc■■■. the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to l. 15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

! Housie, Leagues Club 
i Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
: Film, Norfolk Hotel 
■ TUESDAY 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Film, Leagues Club 
i Darts, R. S. L. Club 
| WEDNESDAY 

I School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
: N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
I Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
t SUNDAY 

j Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
| Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
| Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Gable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
| Bureau; or write the Ne ws, P. O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2,30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv .Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor’s Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Corner 






We love music. j 

If you love musjc as much as we do, 
you will ultimately want a SONY. j 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 


Features ■ 6 bands-FM, MW, SW„ SW 2 . SW 3 , $W« ■ Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW ■ 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control ■ Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch ■ Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. ■ An 
1C for great reliability and stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 



NEW PORTABLE STEREO RECORDER 

Features ■Two built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording ■ Two built-in 
large speakers for tha reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included BTwo level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
■ CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode ■ 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program ■ Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B4 power 
sources: AC, 4 ”C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (*optional accessory) 


Research Makes the Difference 

SONY® 


Seven authorised Norfolk deal^s are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 




The Quintal Papers 


AT A PUBLIC MEETING on Norfolk 
Island on 24 June, 1975, a group of 
Pitcairn descendants and other resid¬ 
ents discussed what submissions should 
be made to a forthcoming Royal 
Commission. They also discussed a 
search that had been made for docu¬ 
ments that would shed light on the 
original rights of the Pitcairners when 
they moved from that island to Nor¬ 
folk nearly 120 years ago. 

Toward the close of the meeting 
Greg Quintal said that he had in his 
possession a collection of old papers 
that might possibly be a help to the 
group. He said that he would be glad 
to make them available. 

The documents -- which we call 
"the Quintal Papers" because they have 
been kept by Greg -- have been ex- 


WHEN ONE OPENS the strongbox 
containing the "Quintal Papers" the 
paper lying on top is one typed not 
long ago. It is a poem reading as 
follows: 

_E_TERNITY_ 

Know then that the world was born 
From the womb of Ra the sun 
Who was in his turn created 
From the heart of a Greater One 


Even then there was no beginning 
And so will there be no end 
For creation is a master circle 
On which all the stars depend 


And time as you mortals know it 
Is but born of changeing things 
Formation decay light and shadow 
And fear what the shadow will bring 


So while formation is changeing 
Your spirit is bound within 
And only when your cycle is ended 
Will your life with me begin 


And while you are tied in darkness 
Let love and memory be thine 
Then although in some other form 
You will know me from time to time 


near mortal depart on your journey 
or my spirit is weak for thee 
Know I will always be longing 
For the time that you are free 


Greg Quintal says that this and 
other poems were written by Gustav 
Quintal, who also wrote some of the 
now-traditional Norfolk Island hymns. 


aminedby the legal advisor to the 
group, and will be available to him 
for any use he feels will benefit the 
group's cause during the Royal 
Commission. He has expressed the 
opinion that publication of some of 
the documents by the Norfolk Island 
News will, if anything, aid in the 
effort of bringing out all meaning¬ 
ful facts for consideration by the 
Royal Commission. 

Greg relates that the papers are 
some, among many, that over the 
years were removed from Norfolk 
Island by various people, including 
visitors who seemed well-meaning 
or important, short-term residents 
who left taking borrowed documents 
with them, or in other ways lost 
(at least temporarily) to Norfolk. 

This collection was some years 
ago in the hands of Greg's sister. 


Next comes an original letter from 
the Librarian of the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth, dated 2 Decem¬ 
ber 1937, addressed to A. W. Thomas, 
Esq., Ghost Corner, Norfolk Island, 
concerning care of old papers. It 
reads: 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 24th 
November I find that your enquiries 
are of a highly technical character 
and it is very difficult to give you 
the information you desire without 
seeing the actual letters, etc. 

If the letters are written in pencil 
they should certainly be treated to 
protect the writing. A cellulose spray 
would be quite effective as long as 
you use clear cellulose. The usual 
process is to brush lightly with a thin 
solution of shellac and methylated 
spirits. Anything written in ink is 
not worth treating from the stand¬ 
point of trying to preserve the ink 
for there would be no further fading 
if exposed to strong light. 

Documents or letters where the 
paper is falling to pieces should be re¬ 
inforced, and the most satisfactory 
method is to cover the whole doc¬ 
ument either on one or both sides. 
There is a special preparation known 
as Japanese tissue. It is a very fine¬ 
ly woven gauze like butter muslin 
but very much finer and more trans¬ 
parent. I am afraid, however, that 
you will not be able to obtain it in 
Australia. As far as I know it is only 
manufactured and sold in America. 

I would suggest that your best plan 


living in New Zealand at the time. 

On a holiday Greg had arranged for 
his mother and himself in New 
Zealand,Greg's mother asked if 
the sister would give the documents 
to Greg. "They belong to the Island, " 
she said. 

Greg makes no claim that all the 
documents belong to him. But he 
has seen other documents "disappear”, 
over the years, and for the time 
being he is safeguarding these. 

Readers of the News will be indebt¬ 
ed to Greg for his kindness in allow¬ 
ing some of the papers to be re¬ 
published. If the facts and ideas they 
contain help Norfolk Island to 
achieve what It justly deserves, or 
even if they merely help keep alive 
a respect and memory of the tradition 
of the Pitcairners, we believe good 
purposes will have been served. 


would be to send your material to 
Sydney and have it photostated. This 
is not expensive - the cost might be 
l/6d. a page and the photostat would 
bring up the faded writing. You can 
also have the photostats made larger 
than the originals and make reading 
more easy. The photostat would 
provide a negative which could be 
read, but I would suggest that you 
get a positive as well. The extra 
cost is only small. 

Yours faithfully, 

KENNETH BINNS (?) 

Librarian. 


Here is a typewritten copy (date 
of copying not known , though from 
the appearance of the paper it would 
have been about 1930) written to 
Governor Sir W. Denison by Right 
Hon. H. Labouchere, Downing Street, 
on June 27 1856: 

Sir, 

I transmit to you, enclosed, an 
order which has been made by the 
Queen in Council, under date of the 
24th instant, for separating Norfolk 
Island from the colony of Tasmania, 
for erecting the island into a separ¬ 
ate and distinct colony, and for con¬ 
stituting the Governor for the time 
being of New South Wales to be 
Governor of the new Colony. 

I likewise transmit to you Her 
Majesty's instructions, under the 
Royal Sign Manual and Signet, for 
the guidance of your conduct in 
administering the affairs of Norfolk 
Island. 

I could have wished that it had, at 












the same time, been practicable to 
re-unite the island with the See of 
Sydney. But as this cannot be 
legally effected without the sanction 
of the Legislature, I shall defer 
bringing the subject under the con¬ 
sideration of Parliament until I hear 
from you that you consider that change 
to be requisite. 

Measures are in progress for forward¬ 
ing a Public Seal for Norfolk Island, 
but it cannot be forwarded at this 
pportunity. 


Here is a typewritten copy (date of 
copying not known, but from the 
paper's being sewn in with other copies 
dated, probably after 1935) of a de¬ 
claration by Thomas Buffett and 
obviously made not many years after 
the removal from Pitcairn to Norfolk: 

We the undersigned Elders of the 
Comnty of N.I. and Emigrants from 
Pit. I do hereby declare that nego¬ 
tiations were entered into by us & 
others with Lieut Gregorie & others 
agents of the Crown for the Removal 
of the Pit. I to N.I. that at a Public 
Meeting held on Pit. IS. of all the 
inhabitants previous to leaving the 
said Island Lieut Gregorie read a 
letter stating that the whole of N 
Island with the exception of a few 
acres would be granted to us & our 
children & that this offer held oust 
to us was the principal inducement 
of all the inhab.. ? emigrating to 
N.I. 

That we have from since for the last 
40 years made our own Laws & 
Regulations for the dealing with the 
lands on N.I. and that all the Govern¬ 
ors of N.I. have acknledge & ceded 
that right to us- 

That as a further inducement held out 
to us we were promised that we are to 
govern ourselves on N.I. in the same 
manner as we were when residing on 
Pit. I. by the election of our own 
C. M. &.Councillors &c. as shown by 
an order in Council dated 24 day of 
June 1856. 

That the inhabitants of P.I. left that 
island with the full understanding 
that on our arrival at N.I. we should 
be granted other houses, & live stock 
in lieu of those left behind on P.I. and 
in consequence of that promise the 
horses with certain stock were divided 
among the emigrants on their arrival 
on N.I. in June 1856- 
That the sheep was & certain quantity 
of cattle & horses were reserved for 
Public Purposes, and by degrees sold 
& turned into cash in order to create 
(with private sums of money subscribed 
by friends) a fund the interest on which 
may be sufficient to pay the necessary 
public expenses of the Island 
That this sum is now in the hands of 
Trustees 

That we in accordance to promises 
made to us - drew lots for the houses 


on Norfolk Island with the key t thereof 
and all the stock running on the Island 
and all documents of title to the Island 
by Mr Stewart who had chg of N.I. in 
the presence of Mr(.. ?) the Islanders 
were handed to the then Chief 
Magistrate for & on behalf of the Pit 
I Is. and for the last 40 Years we have 
' enjoyed those rights & priviledges. 

That we respectfully assert our 
claims to N.I. and to request as the 
Queen's representative to give your 
support for the maintaining of our 
rights & privileges and to frustrate 
any attempt on the part of others to 
deprive us of those rights & privileges- 
That after the recept of the letter 
from Troup Nicholas & after the 
visit of Admiral Moresby the in¬ 
habitants viewed with more favour 
the idea of emigration to N.I. 

That the whole population left P.I. 
and that each family left land & 
houses behind them under the prom¬ 
ises made to them, that the whole 
of N.I. with the exception of 700 
acres were given as a donation to 
the Pit & their descendants that houses 
cattle and sheep were to be left on 
the island for them in lieu of those 
left behind on Pit. Is. 

That Mr Stewart & Lieut Gregorie 
handed, the Island, the keys of the 
houses the stock & horses Documents 

and every (-?) article on th- 

Island to Mr F. Young the then Chief 
Magistrate of the Island on behalf 
for the use & benefit of the inhab¬ 
itants of Pit. I. and their dls cant, 
and that for some years the Keys of 
the houses were in the possession of 
C.M. 

That L. Gregorie under his instructions 
ordered the whole Island to be div¬ 
ided into 32 shares so that each family 
may receive one share- 
At a Public meeting Mr. Gregorie 
being present held for that purpose 
it was decided that the Island was to 
be surveyed into 50 acre allots, each 
family to have one allot- and as 
couple marries they were to have a 
grant for 50 acres. This area was 
subsequently reduced by the inhab¬ 
itants & sanctioned by the Gov. to 
25 acres for each couple 
That I was C. M. of N.I. during the 
years 1860 & 1861 and that during my 
term of office I have dealt with the 
affairs of the Island as the inhabitants 
directed me at their Public meetings, 
That the houses were always consider¬ 
ed the property of the occupiers, the 
house on my allott was originally 
drawn by M.C. MacCoy, I had to 
buy the house from him 
That we have always made our own 
Laws as promised to us before we 
left Pit. Is. 

(Signature on the back of this 
last sheet). THOMAS BUFFETT 


(The "Quintal Papers" to be con¬ 
tinued.) 


"News" MINI-ADS 


Help ironing? 

j $5 to iron part of family 
| wash weekly, pick up and { 

i do at home or come hours ; 

; suiting you. Write "Helper" | 

i B ox 94, N. I. ___j 

Manageress 

Senior salary for an expert in ! 
shorthand-typing, machine j 

book-keeping, accounts, j 

| banking and general staff \ 

j supervision. Apply W.J. | 

; Lackey, McIntyres, 2123 j 

i-—— -s 

i Carpenters j 

$3 per hr, 50 hrs per week. j 

See John Peters at New Works ! 

Depot behind Radio Station j 

New Cascade Road. __ 

Able to paint? 

Interior painting needed. 
Professional not necessary, 
but must be caring, dependable. 
Address "Willing" Box 94 N.I. 


TWO MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
CORRECTED 

TWO MISLEADING IDEAS, 
rising from the paid advertisements 
placed in Australia, New Zealand 
and Norfolk describing the Royal 
Commission procedures, should be 
corrected. 

Overseas and in some local 
versions of the advertisement, it is 
stated that all communications and 
submissions to the Commission 
should be sent to the Secretary in 
Canberra. 

It is obviously ridiculous for 
people on Norfolk to follow this' 
instruction, although it makes 
sense for people elsewhere. 

The Secretary of the Commission 
has confirmed to the Administrator 
by telephone that people on 
Norfolk may make submissions 
directly to the Commission here on 
the Island, and that communications 
from residents can be addressed to 
the Commission at Kingston. 

The second misunderstanding was 
that any submissions must be 
mentioned to the Commission by 
June 30. That date was set as a 
desirable one, to help the 
Commission get its proceedings 
organised. Submissions and 
information will continue to be 
welcome for some time. But 
don’t leave it too long; when the 
flow of witnesses and information 
dries up, the Commission will come 
to a close, and you will have lost 
your chance. 
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CHOKE IN HORSES 

CHOKE IS AN OBSTRUCTION of 
the oesophagus by food or foreign 
bodies. Horses choke most 
frequently on greedily eaten dry 
grain, and less often on ears of 
com, potatoes or a bolus of hay. 
There have been a few cases of 
greedily eaten horse pellets - and 
it has been found best to dampen 
the pellets before feeding, or feed 
them mixed with damp bran. 

Greedy eaters are more liable,to 
choke if fed in a deep, narrow 
m auger. 

The affected animal suddenly 
stops eating, becomes anxious and 
moves his ears back and forth. 

The head is drawn down, the neck 
is arched and violent retching 
occurs. Salivation is profuse, and 
food and saliva are regurgitated 
through the nostrils. Coughing 
is pronounced, and the animal may 
paw at the ground, get up and 
down, and show other signs of 
distress. Milk runs from the nose 
of nursing foals attempting to 
swallow. 

Obstructions from grain, hay or 
pellets tend to resolve spontaneously 
as the mass is softened by saliva. 
The course may be a few hours to 
several days, however, and there is 
a risk of secondary troubles setting 
in if the choke lasts for long. 
Inhalation pneumonia may occur 
if fluids are used carelessly in 
treatment. 

In the horse, hasty procedures 
are to be avoided. First gently 
massage the throat with a downward 
movement from the top of the 
throat; this may help to break up 
the lump. Allow acc®ss to water, 
but not to food. If this first aid 
procedure doesn't get results, an 
injection of Isaverin will usually 
result in spontaneous recovery. 
Isaverin relieves the pain and 
controls the spasms, and it's a 
good idea to give the animal an 
injection as soon as possible, as 
choke is a most distressing sight 
and tends to worry the owner as 
much as the horse. Isaverin is 
also used in colic. 

The above applies to choke 
caused by grain, pellets, etc. 

Larger masses or foreign bodies 
require more careful treatment, 
though the injection is still used 
for relief, and is the first action 
to take. 

JOHN RYVES . 


A LITTLE CHAT .. 

with Helen 

Among the many vegetables and 
fruits for which we can thank the 
Central American Indians of some 
4 to 5000 years ago is the pineapple 
which was cultivated originally in 
the Carrlbean region. Their plants 
must have been fine speciments 
for not only were they grown for 
fruit but were also used in the 
manner of barbed wire entangle¬ 
ments surrounding villages. 

Columbus discovered them in 
1493 on Guadaloupe Island and 
it was not long before they were 
gracing the tables of the great 
houses of Europe. Wealthy 
Europeans frequently grew them 
in glasshouses. 

. After a time the pineapple 
became a symbol of hospitality 
and can be found in the designs 
of silversmiths, potters and wood- 
carvers. 

Now let us look at some ways in 
which we can enjoy them. 

POCKET STEAK WITH PINE¬ 
APPLE^ 

6 slices pineapple 

2i lbs to 31b. topside steak 

2 tablespoons plain flour 

2 " butter 

li cups stock (beef cubes may be 

used) 

2 cups herbed breadcrumb 

stuffing 

3 onions sliced 
2 cloves garlic 

Chop one slice of pineapple finely 
and add to breadcrumb stuffing. 

Cut a large pocket in steak and 
fill with stuffing. Close pocket 
with skewers. Rub steak with 
plain flour and a crushed garlic 
clove, then fry until well 
browned In butter. Place in a 
casserole with sliced onions, 
crushed garlic and stock, cover 
and cook in a slow oven until 
steak is tender. Thicken gravy 
with cornflour. 

Brown the remaining pineapple 
slices and serve with the steak. 

A touch of curry in the gravy 
makes the dish even more 
exciting. 

Serves 6. 


" DISRA ELI IN LOVE " 
by Maurice Edelman 

ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE as 
setting a thief to catch a thief, it 
may be said that it takes a Jew to 
write about a Jew. In this, 

Maurice Edelman has succeeded 
brilliantly in his "Disraeli in Love, " 
a novel describing an episode in the 
' life of Disraeli in his late twenties 
and early thirties when he had a 
long-standing affair with a married 
woman with several children. 

Though this is the central theme 
on which the story hangs together, 
it cleverly evokes the spirit of the 
times with vast masses of grindingly 
poor unemployed, a wealthy 
aristocracy, gin at a penny a glass 
and a Parliament where corruption 
and place-giving still managed to 
produce a body of men able to vote 
for such progressive legislation as 
Catholic Emancipation, Repeal of 
the Corn Laws and the Reform Bill, 
all within the space of ten years. 

In fact until Disraeli was well 
into his twenties, Jews were not 
allowed to sit in Parliament. 

The fact that he was Jewish, of 
no great family, a novelist and 
a poseur made it all the more 
remarkable that he came even¬ 
tually to lead the party of 
reaction that had at one time 
been presided over by Lord 
Liverpool and the Duke of 
Wellington, neither of them 
renowned for their liveral views. 

One would have thought it far 
more to his nature to have joined 
the Whigs and thrown in hs hand 
with Russell, Melbourne and 
Palmerston. As it was he served 
his apprenticeship with Peel and 
Derby and finally reached the 
top of the greasy pole on the 
retirement of the latter. 

Had he lived in the present 
century he would probably 
have done the same, as he was 
far too intelligent not to have 
seen through the chicanery of 
the modern Socialist movement. 
Along with every other sensible 
person he would have believed 
that a Labour party was fine to 
keep the Conservative, Liberal and 
right-wing parties on their toes 
whilst in office, but as an 
alternative government they are 
ridiculous, having neither 
dignity in themselves nor the confid¬ 
ence of the people. 

HENRY SMITH. 




Here’s what the Royal Commission wants to learn about - for starters 


THE TERMS of reference for the 
Royal Commission are clearly 
written and may seem simple. 

For the staff of the Commission, 
they won’t be simple at all. Each 
one will be sub-divided into 
smaller pigeon-holes. 

These sub-divisions are known now 
as "index headings", but can be 
taken as a guide to the‘questioning 
and cross-examination that may 
take place at Commission hearings. 

More than any information made 
available so far, they give a clue 
to the initial structure of the 
Commission's approach to the 
enquiry. 

They could change as evidence 
comes forth, or as residents put 
views that don't fit conveniently 
into the initial breakdown. 

The "index headings" at this 
stage are: 

HISTORY: General; Constitutional. 

RESIDENTS; Who are; Term of 
residence; Occupation or business; 
Origin; Country of Allegiance; Land 
interests; Organisations of which 
a member; wishes re terms of 
reference 1 and 2. 

POPULATION: Past; Present; 
Projected. 

PITCAIRNER DESCENDANTS: 

Who are; What they believe are 
historical rights; Case in favour 
of historical rights; Laws favouring 
Pitcairners; Life style - past; Life 
style - present; Terms of reference 
1 and 2 . 

LAND: Ownership; Other 
interests in; Registration; Usage; 
Transfer; Subdivision. 

LEGAL RELATIONSHIP to 
Australia: Territory like ACT & 
N.T.; Imperial Order in Council 
only Australian authority; 
International law; Nationality of 
residents. 

ECONOMY: Present - exports; 
Present - imports; Present - 
tourism; Present - agriculture; 

Present - horticulture; Present - 
fishing. 

ACTIVITIES harmful to 
Australia or other countries: 

Income Tax Avoidance — 
history. Extent, Benefit to Norfolk 
Island, Detriment to Australia. 

Gift duty avoidance -- History, 
Extent, Benefit to Ncrfolk, Detriment 
:o Australia. 

Death duty avoidance -- History, 
Extent, Benefit to Norfolk, 

Detriment to Australia. 

Other tax avoidance -- History, 
Extent, Benefit to Norfolk, 


Detriment to Australia. 

Other countries whose interests 
are harmed. 

Any' activities other than tax 
avoidance harmful . 

PERMANENT ENTRY : Present 
conditions. Complaints re present 
conditions. Practicable variations. 

COMMUNICATIONS with 
Australia and elsewhere: 

Air Present, Adequate, Improved 
and cost. 

Shipping Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Cable Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Radio Present, Adequate, 

Improved and cost. 

Telephone Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

. Newspapers Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Postal Present, Adequate, 

Improved and cost.- 

LAW ENFORCEMENT machinery: 
Detection; courts; correction; 
Improvement thereof and costs. 

ECONOMY, FUTURE: 
forestry ; Animal husbandry; 
"Duty-free shopping"; Commerce; 
Building; Other; Self-sufficiency; 
Public Services. 

PUBLIC BENEFITS available 
presently: Social security; Health; 
Education; Compensation; Other; 
Hardship; Wishes of residents 
regarding public benefits; 
residents' assessment of capacity 
to pay for more; Willingness of 
residents to pay for more. 

REVENUE REQUIRED: to 
provide benefits at Australian level- 
Social security; Health; Education; 
Compensation; Other. 

RAISING EXTRA REVENUE: 
Customs; Income tax; Rates; Sales 
tax; Liquor; Company registration 
fees; Sale of stamps; other. 

PUBLIC STRUCTURE LOCALLY: 
Norfolk Island Council; 
Administration; Council 
Committees; Statutory boards; 
Administrative branches. 

PUBLIC SERVICES: 

Water Present; Adequacy; cost 
of Improvement. 

Sewerage Present; Adequacy; 
cost of Improvement. 

Lighterage Present; Adequacy; 
cost of Improvement. 

Electricity Present; Adequacy; 
cost-of Improvement. 

Airport Present: Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Meteorology present: Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 


Archives present; Adequacy: 
cost of 1 improvement. 

Roads Present; Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Internal communications : 
Present; Adequacy; Cost of 
improvement. 

Maintenance of Buildings : 

Present; Adequacy; Cost of 
improvement. 

Garbage : Present; Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Drainage; Present; Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Fire brigade : Present, Adequacy; 
Cost of improvement. 

Hospital : Present, Adequacy; 

Cost of Improvement. 

Dental : Present, Adequacy; 

Cost of Improvement. 

Schools : Present, Adequacy; 

Cost of Improvement. 

WITNESSES 

EXHIBITS 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: 

Reports of Henry Wilkinson, 

27th January and 20th August, 

1885 (Papers relating to H.M. 
Colonial Possessions 1883-85); 
Reports of Charles Oliver and 
J. H. Carrutuers 1896 (Papers 
relating to H.M. Colonial 
Possessions 1883-85); Reports 
of Alexander Oliver 1904 and 
Supplementary report of W. 

Houston and J. L. Watkins 1905 
(Sydney: Government Printer 
1906); Report of Alice Hunt 
1914 (Memorandum relating to 
Norfolk Island Melbourne: 
Government Printer 1914) 

Report of F. Whysall 1926 
(One copy in custody); "The 
Conservation of Norfolk Island" 
by Australian Conservation 
Foundation 1968. 


Request Department to advise 
background of commissioning 
following reports and happenings 
after their presentation -- (1) 
Westerman Report April 1968; 

(II) Coldham Report June 1972; 

(III) Butland Report March 1974; 

(iv) Fauna Report July 1974; 

(v) Weir Report Oct. Nov. 1974; 

(vi) Any like reports of recent 
years not mentioned. 

What tax (federal or state) is 
paid upon goods produced in 
Australia and exported to 
Norfolk Island. 

Copies of Territory of Norfolk 
Island Annual Report for last 
twenty years. 



Social news 

EDITED BY WENDY McGUINNESS 


Even the ladies heard 
how to make a radio... 

take a small piece of plumbing 
pipe (the plastic kind) a plastic 
bag, a piece of paper about 2" 
wide written all over with pencil, 
some copper wire, 1 small diode, 
a few small screws, about a foot 
of plain fine wire, and an ear 
plug, a piece of plain cardboard 
and two small strips of aluminium 
foil. That's all you need and if 
you see Marty Griffin he'll tell 
you how to turn it into a radio 
receiver capable of picking up 
our local radio. 

This construction exercise was 
the project of the Electronics and 
Hobbies Club last week when they 
met on Monday and Wednesday 
at the school, and is one of the 
many lectures and projects to be 
delivered by Marty and his club 
in the coming year. They intend 
in the near future to build a more 
complicated radio and an amp¬ 
lifier and also to undertake 
repairs to locally owned electronic 
equipment. Proceeds from this 
venture will be used to finance 
future projects, such as a 
television receiver for Norfolk 
Island. 

The Club has 48 members and 5 
of them are women, which is very 


surprising, I have never met a woman 
who knew the slightest thing about 
electronics. To find 5 of them on 
this tiny Island is really remarkable. 

Anybody wishing to join Marty 
and his team are requested to go 
along to the school on Monday or 
Wednesday night at 7.30 p.m. or 
contact Marty C/- Box 409, N.I. 


MRS. BERYL LACKEY has joined 
the staff of Radio Norfolk, helping 
to fill the gap created by the 
departure of Colin Richardson two 
weeks ago. 

Beryl's pleasant voice first went 
out over the airwaves Friday 
morning. 

"No, I've never done this sort 
of thing before and I'm shaking, ” 
said Beryl across the barn-door 
of VL-2-NI between records. 

But she obviously liked it, as 
did listeners. 


FRIDAY 4TH JULY is the change¬ 
over dinner for the local branch of 
Rotary when outgoing President 
Bryan Nunn hands over his chain of 
office to incoming President Geoff 
Bennett. 

The dinner will be held at the 
South Pacific Hotel with 110 members 
and guests present. Any Rotarians 
visiting the Island who would like 
to attend are requested to contact 
Gary Robertson at the Bazaar by 
Thursday, 3rd July. 


MISS KATHLEEN SMITH 
of Quality Row, Kingston 
entertained about 12 
guests at a party in 
honour of her 5th Birth¬ 
day on Saturday the 28th 
June at 1 p. m. An 
absolutely marvellous 
time was had by all. 

Pictured from left to 
right Back Row: Ruth 
Berriman, Kathleen, 

Zoe Lackey, Manui 
Hart, Scott Cree. 

Front Row: Ann Berri¬ 
man, Caity McGuinness. 



THE NORFOLK ISLAND SQUASH 
CLUB 

Will hold a social night tonight, 
with play beginning at 7.30 p.m. 
There will be a social gathering 
afterwards, with supper provided. 
All members are invited. 


CONGRATULATIONS to Julie-Anne 
Bunker, 3rd form student and 
daughter of Nancy and Cec Bunker, 
who has been awarded a trip to 
Sydney for one week as a quest of 
the Education Department's 
Correspondence School. Julie 
has been studying advance Mathe¬ 
matics by correspondence in con¬ 
junction with her 3rd form studies 
at our local school. 

She has gained such distinction 
with her maths papers that she has 



JULIE-ANNE BUNKER 

been chosen as one of 5 top students 
from schools all over Australia 
who represent their school during 
Education Week in Sydney. 

When one considers the thousands 
of children studying by corres¬ 
pondence in Australia, to be 
selected as one of the top 5 in a 
subject as difficult as maths is 
no mean feat. 

While in Sydney Julie-Anne will 
be billeted with a fellow student 
of a school in the inner city area, 
and will meet the correspondence 
teacher who sets and corrects her 
papers; she will also take part 
in excursions arranged for 
education week. 

Departure date is the 9th August 
and Julie is very excited and 
counting the days until then. 



Business 

Friday Exchange Rates 

UK £E1=$A .5909 

NZ NZ$1 =A$ 1.0186 

FRANCE $A = Francs(Ffr) 5.283 

H/KONG $A = HK$ 6.560 

JAPAN $A - Yen 390.44 

N'LANDS $A = Florins(F) 3.203 

SWITZ' 

LAND $A = Francs(Sfr) 3.291 

W. GERMANY $A = Deutsche- 

marks(Dm) 3.094 
FIJI $A= F$ 1.0569 

USA $A = US$ 1.3265 

NOUMEA $A = Francs 

CFPfr.) 96.204 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


OztteDigst 

No. 28 - 26/6/75 ' 

Council meets 2/7/75 2p.m. 

Agenda: Submission to Royal 
Commission; Minister's statement 
on Qrown lands policy; Extension 
of Of’l Sec'ys appointment; 

Secretary for Council; Draft liquor 
ordinance; Road sealing programme 
'75/6; Play centre as part of 
education; Obtaining basalt for 
crushing; Health services report 
from D. Kruger; Park in Mt. Pitt 
reserve; Police staffing; N.I. 
correctional services report from 
H.G. Weir; L. P. G. customs 
amendment; Compulsory Hirecar 
insurance; Anson Bay, Middlegate 
subdivisions; Council visit to Aust.; 
National Parks & Wildlife conserv¬ 
ation Act 1975. 

Nelo Pesavento authorised to 
conduct surveys. 

Used furniture for sale at Works 
depot. 

Companies struck off register 
25/6/75: Aust. International 
Investments; Aust. International 
Management; C & A Investments; 
Corsair; Duvbar; Dianne Enterprises; 
Highcastle (Constructions), (Enter¬ 
prises), (Industries) and (Investments); 
Hill; Hollow; Jackson; Koala 
(Properties); McArthur Holdings; 

Pacific Fund Sales; Penelope 
Enterprises; Rodlan Holdings; Rumpel; 
Tudor Construction Company (NI); 
Vatch House; -- all Ltd. 

Ada Diana Amy Forsyth now legal 
name of former Ada Amy Forsyth. 
Berphil.Ltd and St. Mary's 
Colonial Ltd have held necessary 
meetings, are wound up and will 
hold general meetings 30/7/75. 
Telephone rentals increased: 
private now $55 p.a., business 
$132, 2.6 switch $55 p.a. 



Commerce 


CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 
BACKS RQY.CMN. DRAFT 

THE CHAMBER of Commerce 
membership met until after mid¬ 
night last Monday to discuss the 
skeleton draft submission to the 
Royal Commission. 

With some modifications, it was 
unanimously approved. 

The membership backed off the 
idea of Norfolk’s being a "Protect¬ 
orate, " as reported in last week’s 
News. They preferred its 
becoming "self-governing, with 
the co-operation and assistance of 
Australia. ”, 

They also wanted a more positive 
statement on Norfolk's present 
position. Rather than asking the 
question "Is Norfolk a Territory?”, 
as the draft had it, they voted to 
say "We do not accept that 
Norfolk Island is a Territory of 
Australia. ’’ 

The remaining alterations were 
matters of fine-tuning the word¬ 
ing of the draft. 

The two Norfolk Island 
Councillors appointed to liase 
with the Chamber, Cr. John 
Ryves and Cr. Bill Blucher, 
attended the meeting. 

The President of the Chamber 
reported that had he had talked 
with N. H. McIntyre to see if he 
were willing to represent the 
Chamber in connection with the 
Royal Commission, and that Mr. 
McIntyre would be willing if 
asked. 


Bug Zapping Goes Well 

MANY NORFOLK BUSINESSES 
have failed over the years, and 
perhaps "thinking big" has been 
one cause of their downfall. 

Some currently successful 
businesses are based on thinking 
little. 

Les Semple is doing pretty well 
thinking little -- and thinking about 
little problems: ants, cockroaches 
and spiders, to be specific. 

Last year his father got onto a 
line of Swiss chemicals that 
brought bugs under control at the 
family rental flats. The chemicals 
worked not only for the Semple 
pests, but for those at some 
friends' homes. 

Les now offers pest control 
services on an annual basis. He'll 
come spray for whatever is 


troubling you, with a once-a- 
quarter visit thereafter. If bugs 
re-appear in between visits, he 
undertakes to come zap them in 
the same annual fee. • 

Charges vary according to the 
size of the place being treated, 
its age (old places are likely to be 
worse affected than new ones), 
difficulty of access and other aspects. 
About $50 a year would be 
minimum charge, and large 
premises can go well into the 
hundreds. 

The business has now developed a 
regular customer list of several 
dozen, the main problem, according 
to Les , being to find time to handle 
new enquiries. "It’s only a part-time 
thing," he says, "but it earns some 
pocket money." 

The "News" offices harboured a 
Guiness Book of Records - size 
infestation of ants, and now finds 
itself quite free of them, having 
found a semple answer to the 
prob le m . _ 

Construction Dampened 

Unusually boggy conditions 
following repeated heavy rain- 
showers have made construction 
conditions difficult. 

The chief of construction at the 
new works depot being built in New 
Cascade Rd. reports that no brick¬ 
laying had been possible throughout 
last week. 

Despite the hold-up, he says the 
depot should be complete in time 
for occupation before the end of the 
year. 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

Friday afternoon the Qantas - 
Air New Zealand office received 
telexes on the end-of-week air 
cargo position in Sydney and 
Auckland, which was favourable. 

Both cities reported that cargo 
awaiting shipment was able to be 
lifted in a single flight. 

With the local weather having 
improved yesterday morning, ship¬ 
ments from Sydney and Auckland 
should be on a current basis as this 
week begins. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 

Syd. Syd. Akl. AH Bne. Bne . 
M - - 10.30 11.30 - 

T. 

W 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

T - - - - 2.00 - 

F - - 10.30 .11.30 - 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 






CCC SHIPPING NEWS 


THE "PORT DE FRANCE” is at 
present berthed at 1 Walsh Bay in 
Sydney, and is due to commence 
loading cargo for Norfolk Island 
today, Monday 30th June, 1975. 

The vessel will be sailing direct 
to Norfolk Island this voyage as 
Lord Howe Island has been 
serviced by the "lie de Lumiere." 

Following discharge at Norfolk 
Island, the "Port de France” will 
continue to Onehunga to load cargo 
for a direct Onehunga/Norfolk 
■Island service, due to arrive at 
Norfolk Island on July 14th. 

The "Port de France" is now under 
the command of Captain Pierre 
Lafitte, who has replaced Captain 
Daniel Norin. Captain Lafitte 
was formerly with Sofrana Unilines 
and Captain Norin has taken over thi 
command of our "sister ship" the 
"lie de Lumiere." 



"PORT de FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

Voyage 51 due depart Sydney 3rd July 
due arrive Norfolk 6th July 
due depart Norfolk 8th July 
due arrive Auckland 10th July 
Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 30th July 
due arrive Norfolk 3rd August 
due depart Norfolk 5th August 
due arrive Auckland 7th August 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.l.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


[N NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 




SPORTS 

UNITED EASY 

Williams; Burke, Stables and Aafjes 
- and ^l d Master 1 Ander son - Romp 

Jap Scores the Blues 1 Only Points 


FOLLOWING A MINUTES silence 
in respect for the sudden passing of 
Theo Snell, Greens kicked off 
against Longridge in bright sunshine 
on a ground softened by recent heavy 
rain. Good conditions for football. 

Early in the game, Greens held a 
strong territorial advantage but poor 
handling saw several scoring chances 
go astray, as did the few chances 
Blues had. The first score of the 
match didn't come for 25 minutes. 
Greens won a scrum in the Blues 
quarter, worked their backline and 
after a tackle Peter Williams cross¬ 
ed to complete a good movement. 
Skeet Anderson made no mistake 
with the conversion and goaled 
shortly after from a penalty to put 
United ahead 7-0. 

The football in the first half of 
the match was even, but not over 
exciting. Greens had more of the 
match territorially, but lacked 
finish for several fine passing move¬ 
ments. Blues also didn’t make the 
most of their fewer opportunities. 
Defence on both sides was strong. 

Early in the second half. Blues 
appeared to come out with renewed 
vigour and exerted pressure on the 
Greens' defence, but Greens gained 
possession at crucial times to re¬ 
lieve this pressure. From a penalty, 
Greens went right on to the attack 
and Peter Poole, who was showing 
up in attack for Greens, scored 
United's second try after 8 minutes 
of the half. Anderson’s conversion 
had United further ahead 12-nil. 

Blues followed this with some close 
chances and scored the best try of 
the match with a sweeping backline 


movement which put Jap Menghetti 
over. Cooper's conversion attempt 
from wide out hit the post. From 
this point in the match. United hit 
their straps and raced away to record 
a convincing 38 to 3 win. In this 
form, when in full flight, this United 
team presents a very polished com¬ 
bination with a good balance of skill 
and strength. 

It is difficult to single out players 
for mention, but Mick Williams 
(2 tries), Les Burke (3 tries). Bill 
Stables and Michael Aaf jes along 
with the "Old Master" Skeet Ander¬ 
son - all had very strong games for 
United. Nicky & Shane Quintal 
both gave polished displays and 
Spuddy Douran really had a go with 
every chance that came his way. 

For Blues, Jap Menghetti, Cooper 
and David Sanders all played well 
and the Blues did have a few 
players out, so don’t write them off 
yet. They'll be back. 

Despite all these good team and 
individual performances, the out¬ 
standing player on the day, and a 
very just winner of the Player of the 
Day Award was Peter Poole; he was 
in almost every United attacking 
movement and continually made 
good breaks. He proved a good link 
to supports and defended well. 

All in all, not a brilliant game 
of football, but the good crowd must 
appreciate the fine way United is 
playing at the moment. 

United 38 (Burke 3, Mick Williams 2, 
Peter Williams, Poole, Stables tries; 
Anderson 7 goals) 

defeated Longridge 3 (Jap Menghetti 

try). 


THE NEWSVsport coverage is bob¬ 
tailed this week because Roger 
Newman had a sudden chance to 
get away on holiday. He is expect¬ 
ed to be away for two more weeks. 

We're indebted to a modest foot¬ 
ball watcher for the account of yester¬ 
day's game. 


Any volunteer sports editors for 
the next fortnight? All that's needed 
is a reasonable degree of fairness to 
both sides, a real interest in sports, 
and a couple of hours work Sunday 
early evening. Contact the News 
if you're interested. 


LETTER 

This is an initial inquiry into the 
availability of undeveloped, aband¬ 
oned, or slightly developed acerage 
on any of the South Sea Islands with 
which you may be familiar. 

My family and I are seeking a 
minimum five acre parcel, the 
maximum number of acies being 
dependent upon diverse circumstances 
such as rates of taxation, cost per 
acre, maintenance, general 
availability, etc., 

Our purposes, which are non¬ 
commercial in nature, and will 
hopefully include year-round use of 
this land, demand reasonably fertile 
soil on a minimum of five acres. 
Please include any soil analysis 
reports, along with descriptions of 
vegetation and timber character¬ 
istics available for any prospective 
properties. Also a constant supply 
of potable water, readily available 
on the property, is a definite must. 
Please submit any water quality and 
availability reports on hand for the 
properties. 

We also desire seclusion, but at 
this time own neither a boat or 
plane and would therefore be 
dependent on some form of regular 
or semi-regular public or contract 
transport. Please include 
information on genral land sea and 
air access and specific access to the 
properties themselves. 

Our preference is for a less humid 
climate with under 80-90 inches of 
annual rainfall. Please include 
this information, as well as any 
unusual reoccuring weather conditions 
such as floods, hurricanes, earthquak 
mudslides, fire danger, volcanic 
activity, tidal waves, et al., for 
the areas in question. 

Any special features, nuisances, 
proximity to town or neighbors, or 
scheduled or planned developments 
in the area should also be reported. 

Our planned investment at this time 
is U. S. $50, 000, with a widely 
negotiable down payment. 

If you know anything of interest to 
us, please inform us as soon as is 
conveniently possible, including 
information concerning land 
ownership and use laws, as well as 
zoning regulations, taxation rates, 
and financial practices as well as 
any additional information you may 
deem pertinent. 

The first of next year is the hopeful 
date we trave set for ourselves for 
finalizing any dealings in this matter 




‘dars Norfolk ’ 


and assuming title to a piece of 
real estate in your area. Although 
distance creates a problem and we 
have, at this time, no concrete 
plans for visiting the South Seas, we 
remain prepared to travel at any 
time to investigate attractive 
possibilities. 

Any advice, information Qr 
assistence you are able to offer us 
in this endeavour will be seriously 
considered and greatly appreciated. 

If you are unable to help, please 
pass this correspondence on to one 
who might. Our sincere thanks for 
your time and attention, 

Yours truly, 

Bill Williamson & Family, 

California, ILS.A; 

Dear Bill Williamson & Family, 

This is an initial reply to your 
letter 21 May, received just last 
Wednesday. 

There is a lot of undeveloped or 
slightly developed acerage on 
Norfolk Island, which is the South 
Sea Island I am most familiar with. 
There is not very much abandoned 
land although I know of several 
properties-that if the owners had any 
sense they would abandon. Do not 
hold your breath until this happens, 
as these people in my experience 
can hold their land longer than you 
can hold your breath. 

I do not blame you and your family 
for seeking a minimum five acre 
parcel. That is what a lot of people 
seek, all their lives, and I hope you 
find yours. 

As to year-round use, that is a 
good idea, as I do not know where 
else you can be, if you own a five- 
acre parcel, than tending every one 
of the 100 little bits of 1/20-acre 
that make up a five-acre parcel. 

Non commercial is also a good idea. 
You may have in mind commercial, 
but if so you will do better to regard 
it as non-commercial, because that 
is how it will most likely turn out. 

Our bit land is not available, but if 
it were I couldn't send you any soil 
analysis reports, as we have been 
meaning to get some made, but 
have not done so yet. As to 
vegetation and timber characteristics, 
I can tell you where the lantana was 
last week, but where it may have got 
by this week I am not sure; there 
were lettuces in the garden but they 
didn't head, and have pretty well 
gone to seed now; there is other 


vegetation including some lavender, 
which grows about anywhere, and 
some citrus trees we bought off 
Tony Mathys for a fairly high price, 
but that are trying to look like 
kindling wood just now. As to 
timber we have a large number of 
Norfolk pines, some with moss and 
some not, but if anybody starts 
talking about them as timber, rather 
than Norfolk Pines, he'd better clear 
off quickly. 

There is a constant supply of water, 
usually, but its potability depends on 
what you are used to. Alice said 
after Roger glued some plastic 
pipes recently that it tasted like 
some new type of punishment, 
but we poted it all the same. 

As to seclusion, you will get 
plenty of that during the wet 
if you do not have a plane or boat 
of your own. A 4-wheel drive 
vehicle will get you up to about 
Hattersley's place, but after 
that you have a choice of a long 
muddy walk, or as much seclusion 
as you like until things dry out. As 
to semi-regular public transport, 
yes, we have that, though Qantas 
says it loses rponey on it. General 
access to the land is very good 
provided the DC4s don't go on to 
Auckland. Specific access to 
the property is easy, especially 
with the rain recently: just kick 
one foot in the air, at the corner of 
Collins Head ahd Cemetery Roads, 
and let nature take its course — 
we'll see you soon afterward, 
heading on your back toward the 
cliff. 

Your preference for a less humid 
climate will depend on how full the 
tank is. When it is full we have 
389 inches of rain. When it is 
empty we have 2 inches p. a. We 
seldom have earthquakes, tidal waves, 
volcanic activity, etc., but we have 
quite a lot of et al. We are having 
some just now , and our area is in 
question. 

You said we should report any 
scheduled or planned developments 
in the area. Well, Travelodge was 
planning a hotel at Kingston, but it 
has gone phut. Frank Watson was 
planning to take my Mini-Moke 
under intensive care last weekend, but 
as it rained the week before he couldn't 
get other work done and so the Moke 
must wait its turn. Our next-door 
neighbor bar two was planning to get 
his shed cleaned out, but something 
came up at the RSL Friday night and 
this project has also been put back. 


I was scheduled to hang a new gate 
on the front fence, but there weren't 
any proper fittings on the Island, so the 
gate is still leaning against the fence. 
There are many other developments 
planned, but it may be best to see 
how things jp for a few weeks before 
writing you about them. 

I don't know quite what to say 
about your planned investment. 

U.S. $50, 000 equals Aust. $38, 000, 
and if you are looking for five 
fertile acres I am afraid Norfolk 
Island is the wrong Island just now. 

As to the widely negotiable down 
payment, however, you are almost 
talking Norfolk: everything is 
widely negotiable here. 

You ask if I know of anything of 
interest to you, and, the answer is' 
that I do, but hesitate to say it 
right out open. I will inform you 
as soon as is conveniently possible, 
but this could be a while, and 
the facts may have changed again 
by then. 

The first of next year is an 
excellent hopeful date for 
finalising any dealings. There are 
many things we ourselves hope to 
have finalised by then, and if all 
is right with the world we will all 
achieve our hopes. But, this 
December being like last December, 
maybe not. There is always 
December '76. 

I agree distance "creates a 
problem, ” ahd perhaps can define 
it for you -- distance=problem=cash. 
But your plans better become concrete. 
There is no good "remaining prepared 
to travel at any time" -- you've got 
to break the piggy bank, ring up 
Oantas, and get yourself on the 
airplane. 

You did not ask if there were any 
immigration restrictions. There are, 
and I would describe them only 
they are quite impossible to describe 
except in the most general and dis¬ 
couraging way. But of the 3, 000 
million people in the world, more 
or less, a few each year do get 
here, fall in love with the place, 
and somehow find a way to stay. It 
takes imagination, some guts, some 
foolishness, some luck and maybe 
even some intervention by the Lord's 
Hand, but it happens, and if you’re 
destined to be here we'll look forward 
to seeing you. You’d better get rid 
of some'of your letter-of-specifications 
ideas, though — on Norfolk you take 
what comes, or what you can find, 
and you actually do like it. Dars 
Norfolk. 
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M. t .insurance pun on 

NORFOLK WILL PROBABLY get a 
compulsory accident insurance 
scheme after all. 

In June Council baulked at the 
"compulsory" aspect of the scheme 
proposed for the Island by New 
Zealand Insurance. Between then 
and the July meeting. Councillors 
had second thoughts. 

Cr. Roy Smith said that it had 
become apparent that if Norfolk 
didn't bring in something like the 

N. Z.I. Scheme, the Island would 
have compulsory third-party 
insurance and workers' compen¬ 
sation laws thrust on it from 
Canberra. 

"Two Ministers have threatened 
us, haven't they?" asked Cr. Bruce 
McKenzie. 

"Two Ministers have indicated," 
answered the Administrator, "that 
they want workers' compensation 
and third-party insurance." 

In rescinding their June reso¬ 
lution and passing a new one 
favouring the compulsory scheme. 
Councillors commented 
favourably on the N. Z.I. plan. 

Cr. McIntyre stuck to his anti¬ 
compulsion principles, though 
admitting that "we are looking at 
a bargain." He said his experience 
was that once freedom of choice 
is taken away, it "has a tendency 
never to come back. ” 

Cr. Bill Blucher said he supported 
the scheme, but argued hard 
against reversing the earlier decision. 

Council asked for minimum delay 
from Canberra in putting the 
necessary new law into being. The 
Administrator said urgent 
legislation could be put through 
in "several months" rather than 
the average of l£ years that new 
Norfolk laws are taking these days. 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


COUNCIL WANTS POWER TO LIMIT AIRLINE CAPACITY 


They Endorse Jet Plan 
8-1, With Provisoes 


COMMISSI ON OPE NS TODAY 
But Shipping Problems 
Created Some H eadaches 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND Royal 
Commission sits today ---on borrow¬ 
ed chairs, elbows resting on borrowed 
tables. 

The reason is the delayed arrival 
from Sydney of the Port .de France, 
carrying the Commission's 140 chairs, 
28 tables and desks, three filing 
cabinets and two portable sanitary 
boxes. 

"I had it lined up to arrive last 
Thursday or Friday”, said Mr. Lynn 
Dudley, Secretary to the Commission. 

"Then we learned the ship was 
going to be delayed. Qantas had a 
backlog of freight, and we were not 
successful in getting a Hercules." 

So the freight was split, some by 
sea, some by air. Ingredients necess¬ 
ary for a Royal Commission and which 
arrived on last Wednesday’s plane in¬ 
clude five typewriters, a photocopier, 
a Gestetner duplicator, and 25 cartons 
and one case of stationery. 

And a consignment of cushions. 

"The hearing will last many weeks. 
You'd get corns on your backside" 
said Mr. Dudley. 

The problems of stage managing 
the commission began four weeks ago 
for Mr. Dudley and his assistant, 

Mr. Bob McCaffrey of Canberra. 
Normally a commission has three or 
four months of preparation. 

"It's been quite a logistic problem 
to set up an inquiry a thousand miles 
away and at short notice" Mr. Dudley 
said. 

The first problem to solve was; 
where to hold the proceedings? 

A hasty inspection of seven or 
eight buildings including Rawson Hall, 
the Youth Centre and the Court show¬ 
ed that only the officers' quarters - 
Museum Building was suitable. 

Nearly suitable, that is. "The 
acoustics were quite dreadful" 
(continued on Page 3) 


ADMINISTRATOR WISHES QANTAS 
COULD CHARTER E.-W. FOKKERS 


TOURISTS COMING TO NORFOLK 
Island in the years ahead are likely 
to face increasingly tighter entry 
controls. 

The pressure to establish such 
controls won't come from outside 
^Norfolk. According to Admini¬ 
strator E. T. Pickerd, it will 
have to come from within 
Norfolk. 

During a Council Committee 
discussion on the proposed up¬ 
grading of Norfolk Island Airport, 
the Administrator said Council 
might have to dictate to the 
■airlines how many passengers they 
could bring to the Island. 

The Committee met on June 18 
to discuss a Council submission to 
the Australian Government on the 
Environmental Impact Statement., 

By a majority decision the 
committee decided to support the 
statement, though with qualifi¬ 
cations and comments. 

Among these were that the jet 
aircraft used be the quietest 
possible, and that the Council be 
aware of the need to control the 
tourist population. 

The Administrator said it seemed 
there were twp over-riding 
factors to take into account in 
considering the upgrading. 

One was the need to maintain 
a scheduled air service from 
Australia and New Zealand 
adequate for community and 
tourist needs. 

The second factor was the 
overwhelming desire of both 
residents and visitors to 
maintain and preserve the 
Island -- the rural and historical 
charm and the flora and fauna. 

"Unfortunately both the over- 
(continued on Page 3) 






FIONA* "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume* jewels* cashmeres* 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last* 
Miltons had the lot a .»now we've got 
it. What funl The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home...he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday. 




MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


NEW COURT CHIEF WILL 
COMMUTE FROM CANBERRA 

NORFOLK NO LONGER has a 
resident Chief Magistrate. 

While six residents have been 
appointed Magistrates, the only 
person able to preside on his own 
over the Court of Petty Sessions 
is now C.F. Kilduff, Chief 
Magistrate of the A.C. T; Court 
and now Chief Magistrate of the 
Norfolk Court. 

The Norfolk residents appointed 
Magisfrates are Fred Jowett, Ken 
Nobbs, Jimmy Olsson, George 
Park, Brenda Reed and Ross 
Reynolds. In addition K.T. 

Dobson, E.F. Pearson, W.K. , 
Nicholl and J.J. Dainer, all 
Magistrates of the A.C.T. 

Couit, have been made Norfolk 
Magistrates. 

The law provides that three 
Magistrates, sitting together, 
can preside over the local 
court in the absence of the 
Chief Magistrate. 

No one on Norfolk appears 
to know just how the new 
arrangement will function. The 
local Clerk of Court arranges 
sittings of the court, but it 
seems improbable he would call 
a sitting of three local Magistrates 
without discussing the matter 
thoroughly with the Chief 
Magistrate in Canberra. 

Perhaps the New Chief 
Magistrate will fly to Norfolk 
for regular sittings. Sittings 
as often as monthly would put 
a strain on him, obviously. 

In between visits by t;he Chief 
Magistrate, a great deal of out- 
of-court administration and 
consulting will probably just go 
undone. Longer delays, greater 
uncertainty and increased 
dissatisfaction with the judicial 
system generally would seem to 
be on the cards. 

Members of the Norfolk Council 
reacted unfavourably to the news 
at their meeting last Wednesday,, 
but limited their response to a 
mild resolution that the Chief 
Magistrate once again be 
resident as soon as this can be 
arranged. 


Council Backs Jets 

(continued from Page 1) 
riding factors tend to be counter¬ 
acting” the Administrator said. 
"There must be a very delicate 
balance maintained between the 
two factors: 

"It might even mean attempting 
to dictate to airlines how many 
passengers they can bring to the 
Island -- regardless of the passenger 
potential at the mainland end." 


The problem of the future, he said, 
would be one for the Council in 
attempting to contain within planning 
criteria the number of tourists coming 
to Norfolk Island. 

"In the three years I have been here" 
Mr. Pickerd said "tourism has 
increased from approximately 13,000 
to 18, 000." 

His own assessment of the most 
desirable course of action would be 
for Air New Zealand to continue 
chartering NAC Friendships and for 
Qantas to charter East-West Airlines 
Friendships or Fellowships. 

However, this did not appear 
feasible, Mr. Pickerd conceded. 

The best course would be to upgrade 
the airport to jet standards. This 
was not to meet an international 
barrage of aircraft coming and 
going, but to meet what the 
future community needed in terms 
of air support. 

Councillor Bathle told the meeting 
he did not support the Environmental 
Impact Statement. Nor did he 
believe that the Council could 
dictate the type of aircraft coming 
to the Island following upgrading. 

"It's doubtful if the Council could 
dictate terms” Councillor Bathle 
said. 

Mr. Pickerd said pressure for 
adequate control would have to 
come from the Island. 

The Chairman of Committies, 
Councillor Bataille, said that the 
Council should control tourism by 
stipulating that only certain 
aircraft be used. 

A strict control of the tourist 
bed limitation and the permanent 
population were proposed by 
Councillor Blucher. Councillor 
McIntyre suggested a restriction on 
sale of tickets to Norfolk Island 
unless would-be travellers could 
produce an accommodation voucher 
or something similar. 

"I feel that any development the 
size of Kingfisher Hotel would 
certainly make a terrific impact 
on the Island" he said. 

Councillor Smith thought the 
influx of tourists would be 
controlled by the accommodation 
available. 

"By controlling the building of 
hotels, guest houses and flats as 
at present, and with town 
planning legislation, 1 think the 
airlines would book only 
sufficient passengers to come to 
the Island to fill the 
accommodation” he said. 

"I think the Council could 
control the influx of tourists 
more if the Council had more 
executive authority" he added. 
Councillor Bataille agreed. 

"When the Council has more 
executive authority it can stop 
the arrival of too many tourists" 
he said. He would not oppose 


upgrading the airport providing 
the Council could get certain 
controls on the operation of 
aircraft in and out of Norfolk. 

The Committee voted with 
only one member opposing to 
send the submission discussed 
to Canberra. 

Other privisoes attached to 
Council's acceptance of the 
study included: 

- Council have final say in 
granting more licences to 
operators of aircraft. 

- Norfolk Island remain a 
terminus for Australian and 
New Zealand tourists. 

- Special consideration be 
given to the watershed created 
by sealing the airstrip. 

- No night flying except in 
emergencies. 

Commission Starts 

(continued from Page 1) 

Mr. Dudley said, "although it is a 
lovely old building”. Wall-to-wall 
carpet was laid and drapes ordered 
for the windows to deaden some of 
the echoes. 

Lack of lavatories was another 
grave deficiency, with 50 or 60 
members of the public expected to 
attend the commission every day, 
about 20 commission staff and many 
witnesses. 

The existing lavatories have been 
reserved for ladies. Gents will use 
urinals and the two imported toilets 
in what are normally prisoners’ cells 
alongside the police station. 

The island has rallied round to 
help in every way. "The co-op' 
eration has been quite wonderful" 

Mr. Dudley said. The Administrator, 
Potts Buffett, David Buffett and 
Skeet Anderson were "all marvellous¬ 
ly helpful" in setting up the building 
with furniture borrowed from the ' 
Administration. 

But what happens to the imported 
carpet, drapes, waste paper baskets, 
cushions, toilets, and not least, tea¬ 
pot, when the show closes? 

He’ll try to do a deal with the 
Administrator, Mr. Dudley says. 

POTTS MAY RUN ISLAND 

THE TERM OF office of the Of¬ 
ficial Secretary has been extended 
for one year from September 1st. 

The Administrator leaves Nor¬ 
folk August 30th at the conclusion 
of his term. 

The extension of the Secretary's 
term assures some continuity in the 
top Admin ranks. 

It also assures that the top chair 
will not be unoccupied, even if a 
new Administrator is not named in 
time to take up office September 
1st. The Official Secretary, Potts 
Buffett, is also Deputy Administra¬ 
tor. 



NEW SHIPMENT NOW ON THE WAY 


MB 1500 



Cushioned seat .... - 

comfort for all kinds of jobs 


Rotary blades . 
one of the very few tractors 
with heavy-duty rotary blades 


Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealing 


Tires . . . High-lug anti-slip 
tires for wet fields 


17HP gasoline engine . . . 

fingertip starting 


lever .... easy _ implement control with hydraulic lever 


8-gear transmission ... 

forward, 2 reverse speeds, 

6 PTO shift, inside a totally 
enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 


On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a large tractor 
Would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at ali. 
That's where the Hinomoto MB-1500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and light duty works. 

Bpt it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
9 small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a jarge tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling. 


Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be $2250 - - Terms Available 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK. ISLAND ■ SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 






“UNITY 11 SAINS GROUND 

Crowd Compromise Ends 
Quibble Among Leaders 

A "UNITY MOVEMENT" to bring 
residents together under a brief, 12- 
point Royal Commission submission 
gained ground last week. 

Executives of the Norfolk Island 
Action Group, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Citizens' Assoc¬ 
iation, the Accommodation 
Proprietors Association and the Flora 
and Fauna Society zig-zagged back 
and forth between meetings, 
working out compromise positions 
all groups might live with. 

By Wednesday all had ironed 
most of the problems out with their 
own separate memberships. At a 
combined meeting that night, all 
12 points appeared to be passed, 
on the basis of lack of objections 
from the crowd of about 60 
attending. 

The size of the meeting was a 
disappointment to some of the 
organisers who had worked hardest 
to get a unity movement rolling. 
Notably absent ’/ere members of 
the Norfolk Island Action, .group, 
although their chairman, Steve 
Nobbs, was present. 

A sprinkling of non-aligned 
residents, attracted by the 
possibility that a consensus might 
be emerging in the community, 
found the five represented 
associations had not quite had 
time to get ready for a united 
presentation to the public at 
large. Having got through the 12 
points, the meeting lapsed into 
quibbles about technicalities 
and misunderstandings about why 
the meeting had been called, and 
in fact whether it had been 
properly called at all. 

Some present expressed dis¬ 
pleasure at the bickering, and a 
few left the hall. The majority 
of the crowd grew impatient, and 
seized on a compromise vote that 
ended the technicalities. 

If not all the leaders were marching 
in step, it was clear that the 
ordinary members and at least some 
of the invited guests wanted very 
much for Norfolk to settle its 
differences, and agree on the main 
outlines of a form of government. 


VET MAY VISIT TO DO 
BLOOD TESTS ON STOCK 


AN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
veterinary surgeon is expected to 
visit Norfolk Island soon to carry 
out tests on farm and domestic 


animals. 

If the results are favourable, they 
could lead to easier movement -of 
animals from Norfolk Island into 1 
-Australia and New Zealand. 

The secretary of the Primary 
Producers Association, Mr. John 
Ryves, said; "The vet, from the : 
Department of Health, could quite 
easily be here in the next six weeks. " 

The vet would blood test farm 
animals to determine their health 
status, Mr. Ryves said. A worm 
count of dung would also be made. 

Domestic animals would also be 
blood tested to see if they carried 
any exotic diseases. 

At present Norfolk Island was 
placed in the same animal import 
category as Fiji and Honolulu. 

"We say this is wrong. " Mr. Ryves 
said. 

Quarantine regulations in Australia 
and New Zealand required animals 
from Norfolk Island to be in isolation 
for nine months. This could be cut 
to a shorter period. 

The decision to invite a veterinary' 
surgeon was made by the Norfolk 
Island Council, Mr. Ryves said. 


ARCHIVES ARE PUBLIC 
SAYS ADMINISTRATOR 

THE N. I. ADMINISTRATION will 
co-operate with residents needing 
statistics and other data for their 
Royal Commission submissions. 

"We won’t hand people Admini¬ 
stration files," says the Admini¬ 
strator, "but we want to help people 
make their submissions, and infor¬ 
mation or extracts or photostats of 
material in the files may be useful." 

The initiative for offering access 
to Admin data came from Mr. 

Pickerd, who said he saw "a large, 
gratifying interest in wanting to get 
a point of view to the Royal 
Commission. 

"In some cases, to make a point 
of view valid, you need supporting 
data," he added. "Trends, especially, 
are difficult to demonstrate if you 
only have Annual Report figures from 
one year to the next. 

"The Administration is public 
service, and its archives are public 
documents. We’re trying to bring 
something meaningful into the words 
"public service" , Mr. Pickerd said. 

He suggested that residents wanting 
data should approach the section 
head concerned, and ask. It it’s a 
land matter, see the Registrar, 
he said; if financial records are 
needed, see the appropriate 
accounting officer. 

"If the inquiry proves to be a 
little delicate, the officer will 
refer to me. But there’s no need 
for people to come to me in the 
first instance," he added. . 


LOYALTY STRONG AS EVER 

But Old Halyard Didn’t 
Know it was Bounty Day 

The reason that no Union fas,k flew 
over Kingston on Anniversary Day 
was only that a rope broke, according 
to the Administrator, Mr. E.T. 
Pickerd. 

He said that an Admin staff member 
and his son climbed up the hill that 
morning to raise the flag,' but the' 
halyard snapped and there was no- 
opportunity to replace it. 


GROUP WANTS NORFOLK 
TO REM AIN TER RITORY 

For 1960-type Council 
and Pa rtial T axation 

A PROPOSED ROYAL COMMISSION 
submission being circulated among 
residents for signatures asks for special 
consideration for. the rights of people 
of Pitcairn descent, and closer liason 
with Australia. 

The informal group that originated 
the submission prefers to work quiet¬ 
ly and shies away from public meet¬ 
ings or public statements. 

The planned submission is believed 
to have attracted in the vicinity of 
75 signatures. 

Because a number of people's names 
no longer indicate they are from the 
original Pitcairn families, signers:.;, 
of'the suhpiission have followed a srfe 
pattern of adding "P.D." to theiril 
names. Well over half the signers so 

far trace their ancestors back to Pit--'- 

cairn; " -T ■ 

The submission states that the 
signers regard Norfolk as being a 
Territory of Australia and want it 
to remain s&.' 

It asks that some Australian-style 
social benefits be extended to Nor¬ 
folk. Benefits that the framers of 
the submission have in mind are under¬ 
stood to be old age pensions, widows' 
pensions, invalid pensions, health 
services and education. 

These services probably account 
for around 2S<7c of the end-uses of 
taxes raised in Australia. 

The theory of the submission is 
that Norfolk should request only a 
portion of the benefits available to 
Australian residents -- and should 
then be willing to pay a proportion¬ 
al share of the normal Australian 
income tax rates. . 

If Norfolk received one-quarter of 
the value of Australian social ben¬ 
efits, the idea is that Norfolk resid¬ 
ents would pay one-quarter the tax . 
rate;, that are levied on mainland 
residents. 

The submission favours local self- 



editorials 


(continued from previous page) 
government, along the lines intend¬ 
ed in the 1960 Norfolk Island Council 
"Ordinance" that was proclaimed by 
the Governor-General on April 7, 
1960, but was never implemented on 
Norfolk. 

The submission currently circulat¬ 
ing envisions that Norfolk should con¬ 
tinue charging its own customs duties, 
but that residents would not be sub¬ 
ject to sales taxes or to death duties. 

Local government powers would 
cover municipal matters, and 
Council would have the last word on 
the spending of only limited cate¬ 
gories of revenues raised on the 
island. 

Some signers of the submission 
appear to feel that Norfolk does 
not have adequately experienced 
or talented leaders to manage more 
complex governmental matters, at 
least in the early stages. . 

"We want to retain the identity of 
Norfolk without allowing the island 
to be over-exploited," was the way 
one signer put it. 

The submission is strongly in 
favour of slowing the trend that has 
put people of Pitcairn descent in a 
minority on Norfolk. It expresses 
the view that island-born people 
living elsewhere should be given 
relatively easy access to returning 
to live on Norfolk,, but that no 
further enter-and remain permits 
should be issued to anyone for some 
time to come at least. 

It also recommends that anyone 
who has been "declared" a resident 
should lose residential status if he 
or she sells up home and business on 
Norfolk. 
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NORFOLK'S CLERK OF COURTS, 
Toon Buffett, has a heavy new 
responsibility on his shoulders. 

He has many other duties as well, 
probably wearing more hats than 
anyone else in the Administration. 

With an announcement from 
Canberra last week that Norfolk's 
new Chief Magistrate is (and will 
continue to be) a Canberra 
resident, the Norfolk Clerk of 
Courts has acquired, almost by 
accident, his biggest job yet. 

He is now the only person on 
Norfolk Island who has ,-.iy real 
authority for the functioning of 
the judicial system. 

The Administrator, so far as 
court matters go, is powerless to 
act, and this is probably sound: 
court and administration ought 
to be separated. 

But it is clear that a Canberra 
Chief Magistrate will be 
incapable of keeping his finger 
on the pulse of the Island's 
judicial situation. That most 
important duty falls to Toon. 

We wish him well in studying 
the laws to learn exactly what 
authority the Clerk of Courts 
can exercise in such a 
situation, and in using that 
authority competently. 

We also hope he won't have to 
carry this unreasonable 
responsibility for too long. 

In some court cases there is 
advantage in the Magistrate's 
being an off-Islander, but for the 
great run of cases, local 
knowledge and prompt action 
are far more important. The 
Canberra decision to try to 
run the court from 1, 000 miles 
away is regrettable, and it 
ought to be re-thought at once. 

We certainly hope that petty 
concerns about face-saving or 
inconvenience won't be allowed 


to delay a very prompt correction 
on this matter, which is of 
fundamental importance to the 
Island. 

• 

THE FOURTH ROYAL 
COMMISSION into Norfolk Island 
affairs begins sitting today at 
Kingston. 

It has been staffed by people 
of outstanding qualifications. 

It will gather evidence for as 
long as interested individuals 
wish to present evidence. 

Those who live on Norfolk — 
as well as several thousand 
people elsewhere in the world 
who care about the Island and 
its future -- will wish the 
Commission good luck. 

One minor point is worth noting 
as the hearings get underway. 
Detailed plans for setting the 
Commission up in the officers' 
quarters - museum building were 
made by experienced staff in 
Australia. But much of thd 
furniture and equipment hasn’t 
arrived yet, because of unavoid¬ 
able delays in shipping. It will 
get here, in due course, 
provided it isn't over-shipped 
to somewhere else in the 
Pacific. 

We hope members of the 
Commission will regard this as 
something other than a fluke 
chance. It is a practical and 
timely demonstration of the 
fact that no one, no matter how 
expert, can sit down in 
Australia and successfully write 
a detailed prescription for what 
will happen on Norfolk. 

Things just don't work that way. 
A fair amount of flexibility and 
a fair degree of local judgment 
are necessary, whether you are 
talking about a shipment of 
furniture or a new Consitution. 
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WOBFOUt TOURIST MSW& 


A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.} have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail fro«. the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's Unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 



on Norfolk 


i MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
I Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
i Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
j Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
| WEDNESDAY 

| School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
‘ N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
; N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
, THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. dub 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

■ Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
| Bureau; or write the Newy P . O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again-from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm'y 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
■ may be 'out of town' 

but when you get there 
^ ., you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpexl 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS : - 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 







NEW FCRTABI.E SIX-BAND RADIO 


Features R6 bands-FM, MW, SW„ SW 2 , SW 3 , ?W 4 ■ Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM B Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW R 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control B Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch H Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) R Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage R 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. R An 
1C for great reliability and stability O Earphone jack and recording 
jack 



NEW PORTABLE STEREO RECORDER 

Features HTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording H Two built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation H Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends H SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included H Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
R CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode H 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program R Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor 14 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (’optional accessory) 


Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk deajers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

Low-Priced Grog, but NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
Remember Bond's Hours It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is That correct gentleman, must have been discouraged. It is 

the Administration-run Bond Store, Captain James Cook, discovered said their morale and morals were 

in the New Military Barracks Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent deteriorating by 1803; home-made 

compound at Kingston. on ty P art °f a day here but was spirits may have helped or 

The store is open Monday through anchored offshore looking at it hindered them. 

Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and for an afternoon and a night. He By 1814 the Island was deserted, 

again from 2 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. thought it was like New Zealand In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 

It is closed the last weekday of each and was particularly taken by penal settlement and was a hell on 

month for inventory. the Spruce Pines, as he called them, earth for most people living here. 

The bond carries an ample range of and being proper, thought of them as This period lasted 31 years. In spite 

spirits and liqueurs (about half masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. of the misery a great deal of work 

mainland price), Sydney, Mel- (For historians. Cook's Journals and was done - land was cleared, fields 

bourne and sometimes German Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels worked and lovely Georgian build- 

beers (about 12c a can less than about Captain Bligh and Matthew ings were erected. It also was a 

mainland) and Australian and 
European Wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles; and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 

travellers only, and charges a hit (Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 

higher prices - worth the convenience - 

if vou want to take some cheer Flinders will really whet your time when some of the cruelest 

back home with you. ■ appetite.^ punishments in British history were 

_ Just after the First Fleet arrived in meted out. 

AD* • x ill ii i Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd- In 1855 the convict settlement was 

A rTiOPi ty N* I • N66Q nev was beginning to be settled, abandoned and in June 1856, 194 

Norfolk meets its community needs Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 

mainly by community effort rather sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur here. These new settlers, 

than by complicated welfare and tax- Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start descendants of the " Bomty" mutin- 

ation systems. One of the good causes a settlement to prevent the Island eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 

people on Norfolk support and con- being settled by any other European and for romantic and practical 

tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital, power, King took along 24 settlers, reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

15 of whom were convicts. The difficulties, uniqueness and 

For some time there was question of genuine love of this Island of the 

whether Sydney in New South Wales families who stayed here would 

or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be take volumes of a historian's time, 

the most successful colony. (Sydney The marvelous thing is that most 
on Norfolk Island was changed to did stay, and that a way of life 

As we hope visitors won't have to Kings Town and then Kingston.) exists on this Island that cannot 

learn by personal experience, the hos- Both had hard times indeed, though easily be found anywhere else in 

pital is well run. It's small, and simp- in 1804 the population of free the world, 

le in some medical ways, but it pro- settlers and convicts on Norfolk In 1856 Norfolk Island was 

vides a great service for all. Like all totalled 1,100. created a "distinct and separate 

hospitals, it depends on grants and The Island settlement was hard to settleinent." In 1913 the Island 

subsidies to cover its costs. maintain for many reasons- distance became a territory of Australia. It 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during a nd difficulty of access being two of is now administered by the 

your visit should make you wish there them, and it was decided that Department of the Capital Territory, 

were something you might do for the bonded and free settlers should be with an Administrator appointed by 

island community in return, a contribut- moved to Tasmania. The settlers Canberra on the Island, and an 

ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board had worked very hard to farm the Advisory Council elected by the 

may be forwarded to the News.P. CtBox 94. land and eke out an existence, and residents of Norfolk. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 


uocxor • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am ' 
Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visitinqiii-i2; 2-4; 7-8.30 




A PLEASURE TO vv’ElCOM:. \ '.. 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 
EMILY BAY' 


' A ' B 1 C ' 0 


GHI 


POINT HUNTER 

L M 1 K 0 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


ODCKl 7 nAVQ 7 QO +« Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN I UAlO — i *wU am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to h61p you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. . . a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drink’s. ..biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wfapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies. ..games. ..artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty” Naies in Crews that Work the Ships 


While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably* more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except fo^the ligbt-but-costly 
things that sensibly,come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the; island.<sr brought by '■ 
ocean vessel!. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you- 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn widen 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
oegiu moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
>f about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
ackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 





Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adarns, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of,them 
are able to handle winch operations, 1 
hatcitman’s duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosum Graham and Carl. Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wijf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerk; and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the tilings Norfolk 
land you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty- 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of peonle leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


lighterage system may seem primitive. 
The men who work it almost all have 
other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline” and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 2oth. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful'and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years'. Cargo some- 



STON, THE LAUNCHfolAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 

times gets knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you’re fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
?■ small cargo liners arrives. And if 
•you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the marker shelf which is dented, , 
remember how it got here. 


















The Quintal Papers 


THIS WEEK WE CONTINUE prin- ' 
ting transcripts of material in the 
strongbox containing "the Quintal 
Papers" --a collection of letters, 
documents, typewritten copies of 
earlier papers -- that are in Greg 
Quintal's safekeeping but that "be¬ 
long to the island, " as his mother 
said. 

HERE IS a typewritten text ap¬ 
parently copied from an early 
statement made on oath: 

Norfolk Island 
May 28th. 18b8 
Affidavit of Frederick Young 
Taken before me John Buffett. 

Chief Magistrate - 
I hereby testify that I received from 
Captain Freemantle of H. M. S. "Juno" 
in 1865 a paper signed by Sir W. 
Denison Cedeing to the Inhabitants 
late of Pitcairn Island, in the name 
of Her Majesty - the whole Norfolk ■ 
Island And all appertaining thereto, 
saving and excepting certain reserves - 
Viz. The Govt, House, and several 
other public buildings with 500 acres 
glebe lands - 

This remained in my possession. 


HERE IS a typewritten copy of a 
letter written 109 years ago: 

The Rev. G.H. Nobbs to 
Mr. Robert Azlack White. 
Norfolk Island, November 26th, 
1866 

My respected and well remembered 
Friend, 

Grace, mercy and peace be with 
you and all whom you love. Amen 
I do not know what alterations the 
Bishop of Melanesia may introduce, 
or how his Neophytes may be suitable 
to our community, but it is fait 
accompli that his Lordship has by 
some means acquired Eleven hundred 
Acres of the best land: so that, I 
suppose, we must, quietly succumb 
to the inevitable if not equitable 
arrangement, Sir John Young says 
it was decided by the Home Govern ¬ 
ment to dispose of this large portion 
of what we fondly end with good 
reason supposed our own; for was it 
not the benevolent gift of our be¬ 
loved Queen to us and our descen- 
dents, but we have been somewhat 
rudely awakened from this pleasing 
hallucination; by being informed 
that we must choose between a score 
of families (probably grasping men 


and women who would strive to gain 
the ascendency; and quickly reduce 
our peacefully disposed Sons and 
daughters to hewers of wood and 
drawers of water, for their conven¬ 
ience) or the Bishop and his miscel- 
aneous gatherings - Of course we 
choose the latter horn of the dilemma 
though assuredly at the risk of numer¬ 
ous ills to which we have not hither¬ 
to been heirs, especially febrile and 
dysenteric contagion; prevalent among 
the islands some eight or ten degrees 
to the North. 

But it is little use now, I fear to 
make complaint; and wha.t is wprse 
we have no guarantee, that at the 
caprice of some future Colonial 
Governor another concession (?) may 
he effected and then tolerated by 
the Home Authorities, Could you 
interest the Duke of Rutland, Lord 
Carnarvon, or somebody else to 
‘hinder so deplorable an event you 
would assuredly possess an unqual¬ 
ified claim to our gratitude. 

Understand me aright, my worthy 
Friend we have no objection to 
Bishop Patterson possessing a couple 
hundred acres of land to erect a 
college for the reception apd main¬ 
tenance of some twenty, or so, of his 
most advanced scholars under the 
direction of one or more qualified 
instructors; as we have really great 
respect for his Lordship; but we do 
demur at the unbounded influence 
his present intentions will confer 
upon him; for with some three or 
four hundred Catechumens whose 
votes he will undoubtedly control: 
the implicit direction of the island 
polity will be merged in a horde 
with whom, of course, our people 
can never amalgamate ; nevertheless 
there is an uncertain report obtain¬ 
ing, that such an attempt is to be 
made. 

By a somewhat arbitrary law, 
promulgated by Sir William Denison, 
every person residing on the Island 
for the continuous space of six months 
who can read and write is eligible to 
vote at the Magisterial elections, or 
other meetings on public matters; - 
so you see our fears are not without 
foundation. I trust Sir Fairfax will 
yet longer be spared to advocate our 
cause; but himself and worthy Sir 
Thomas Acland are too far advanced 
in years to make vigorous protest 
against this monstrous intrusion upon 
the original benefaction. 

Had Mr Cardwell remained in office 
probably he would have interfered, 
but that Lord Carnarvon will trouble 


himself about what in a measure took 
place before His Lordships accession 
to-office, is, I fear, very doubtful. 
Still dear friend our trust is in Him 
who hath said "I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee." 

Yours in verity and Christian 
regard 

George H. Nobbs 


HERE IS a typewritten copy of a 
letter written about the same time: 


Mr. John Adams to 
Admiral Sir Fairfax Moresby. 
Norfolk Island October 27th. 1866. 
Dear, Admiral Moresby, 

You will excuse the familiarity with 
which I address you when I tell you 
that I do so feeling sure your are the 
same good kind hearted friend of ours 
as in days gone by I need not assure 
you that from the first visit of the 
"Portland" to Pitcairn Island we have 
always cherished a sort of filial affec¬ 
tion for you and we always by every 
mail from England anxiously inquire 
after your welfare. Your letter to 
that dear good man Mr, Nobbs with 
copies of despatches from Mr. Card- 
well to Sir John Young & were public¬ 
ly read the other night by the Magis¬ 
trates, when such a cheer arose for 
the good old Admiral such prayers 
and wishes from all sides of the house 
for his welfare that I am sure had you 
been there you would be convinced 
that we still retain the same feelings 
of respect & esteem that we did in 
those golden days long since gone by. 
We feel that we still have a friend 
and one who cares for us; I need not 
tell you my dear Admiral that Nor¬ 
folk Island is not ours as we expected 
and I am sure if I had time to tell 
you how things have been conducted, 
how Mr. Nobbs and our Chief Magis¬ 
trate are put as it were in the back¬ 
ground, how in fact everything is so 
diffrent from what we. expected it 
would be; you would say we certain¬ 
ly had cause to complain; but my 
object now, is not that, but to thank 
you and to thank you sincerely for 
your unceasing interest in our welfare. 

I am commissioned to do so by all 
the heads of families here; so you 
must accept this as coming-from the 
whole of our community. 

With sincere prayers for your 
welfare 

Believe me my dear Admiral 
Yours sincerely & affly., 

John Adams. 








On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and person a 1 use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES’ 
+ PA PERB AiCKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Fernv Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK—JUNE 30 - JULY 6 vl-2-n, 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


[ MONDAY 
; 7. 00 Music (Toon) 

j 9.15 Palace of Varieties 

I (Music Hall) 

j 10.05 Short Story 

; i0.45 Morning Serial 

11.00 Morning Concert 
: 11.30 Profile 

i' 12.05 Big Band sound 

1.15 Close 
! TUESDAY 

■ 7. 00 Music (Yvou) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10. 05 Sports Magazine 

■ 10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Brothers in Law 
(Comedy) 

12.05 Outback Adventures 

1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 

' WEDNESDAY 
7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 Mv Word (Panel 

Game) 

10.45 Hospital Program 


12.05 InternatT Roundup 

1.15 Close 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9. 00 Music (Karhv)' 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Dad's Army 

(Comedy > 

11.00 Request Program 
• 1.15 7th Day Adventist 

1.45 Close ‘ 

FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. F's Casebook 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 0(j Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

1.45 Close 
SATURDAY 

11.00 Music (Sylvia) 
12.00 Local News 
12.05 Topjpf the Pops 


1. 00 World News 
LJ6 Request Program 

1.30 Australian 

Top. 10 

2.00 Steptoe & son 
(Comedy) 

2.30 A. B.C.' Sporting 
' Service 

SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Sylvia) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 
t5. 00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

0.45 Children's story 
7.00 Magician's Nephew 
(Ivan reads children's 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8. 00 China (13) 

8.30 Don Juan - 

Episode 1 

8.45 Mario Lanza (2) 

9.45 Classical Showcase^ 

10.15 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 


by Michael Moran 

THE TINY VILLAGE of Duns Tew 
nestles in a peaceful cul de sac 
about 17 miles from Oxford. David 
Rubio and his son have a workshop 
there in a rambling stone cottage 
where they build harpsichords, Re¬ 
naissance lures and Viola de Gambas 
to special order. 

1 missed the 11. 05 from Padding¬ 
ton to Oxford by three minutes, so 
filled the hour till the next train 
with a pint of flat English Lager. 


! The bus drew away from the stof 
; and I crunched along the gravel 
path leading to the cottage, en- 
j veloped in silence, birdsong and 
! glorious sunlight. The silvery tinkle 
, of a harpsichord floated through the 
! warm air from a rough, stone out¬ 
building. I noticed an arrowhead 
sign with 'Luthier' printed in black 
Gothic characters. The place appear¬ 
ed deserted. 

At length I discovered Mr. Rubio 
quietly working in his laboratory- 
workshop. He had a full brown 
beard, a mellifluous voice and was 
y dressed in a white coat of the type 
j normally seen in hospital corridors. 
The walls of the cottage were hung 
with partly completed lutes and 
guitars, draughtsman's plans of 17th, 
century French harpsichords, hundreds 
of wood-working tools in perfect 
order, hooks on antique instrumental 
building procedures and unfinished 


keyboards. On a bench in one cor¬ 
ner was a tall glass cylinder of var¬ 
nish glowing and gently bubbling. 

The bizarre sound it made divided 
the silence and transformed this man, 
surrounded by a mixture of antique 
and modern principles, into an 
alchemist. Once again I was remind¬ 
ed of the occult, magical nature of 
work associated with Musick. 

As we discussed musical matters - 
the Italian as opposed to the French 
builders, the Kirkman sold at Southe- 
bys last week, the musical properties 
of various types of wood - I was 
struck by the intense inner peace of 
this craftsman in harmony with his 
work. Hi'S individual values seemed 
right: patience, care and attentive¬ 
ness. The waiting time for one of 
his instruments is three years. I'm 
prepared to wait that long. 

If you want to see an illustration 
and hear the instrument, Continental 
Record Distributors Ltd. London (CRD) 
have issued two Suites (A minor and 
E minor) by the 18th. century French 
composer Rameau played in "an 
historical yet vital way' by Trevor 
Pinnock. CRD 1010 . You may have 
problems ordering this through normal 
channels, but the record is so ex¬ 
hilarating that a little extra effort 
will be rewarded. CRD's address is 
97 Dean St., W. 1 or write to me 
direct at 26 Wheatley St. London W, 1. 
Incidentally, Deutsche Grammophon 
have renumbered the Karajan - Brahms. 
It is now DGG 2721 075 as an'-English 
pressing. The superior German press¬ 
ing may be deleted. 



THE KQYAL COMMISSION IS NOT A COURT - BUT 
SOME OF THE SAME FORMALITIES WILL APPLY 
And it will produce 60-90 typed pages a day 


(Continuing an article started 
last week, describing the usual 
procedures of a Royal Commission.) 

The hearings will be public 
and seats will be provided for 
anyone who wishes to come sit 
in and listen. Sir John Nimmo 
may hear some witnesses in private 
if he thinks that is best. 

It is customary at the opening of a 
Royal Commission for the Letters 
Patent to be read out. It is then 
customary for the senior barrister to 
make an opening address, in which 
he sets out for the Commissioner 
the broad situation that will be 
investigated. He usually describes 
some of the evidence that is 
expected to be presented as the 
hearings go along, to help the 
Commissioner (and everyone else 
interested) get a broad view of 
the subjects being looked into. 

This opening address can take as 
long as a whole day, or even 
longer. 

While hearings are on, an immense 
amount of material is being 
presented each day, and it is all 


taken down and duplicated for 
people to study. A typical day’s 
output could be from 60 to 90 
foolscap pages of typing. 

Usually there is great interest in 
the transcripts of a Royal 
Commission for a few days, but 
the sheer burden of reading soon 
gets most people down, and inter¬ 
est drops off somewhat. 

The instructing solicitor tries to 
have witnesses ready to appear when 
the Commissioner is ready for them, 
•without keeping witnesses waiting 
in the wings too long. But this 
isn’t always easy, and a solicitor 
dreads the day when two or three 
witnesses turn out to h^ve very 
little to say, and he hasn't made 
arrangements for more witnesses 
to be standing by in case they can 
be heard. 

While hearings are underway, 
during the whole life Of a 
Commission, the entire staff of 
the Commission normally avoids 
any outside discussions about the 
hearings. The members of the 
Norfolk Commission will no doubt 
make many acquaintances on the 


Island before their work is over — 
but their conversations with people 
outside the hearings will be about 
the weather, cricket, and other 
things unrelated to the enquiry. 
Anyone asking specific questions 
about the hearings — "How did you 
feel so-and-so went as a witness?”, 
or'didn’t you find today's infor¬ 
mation terribly repetitive?” -- will 

The Opening Session of 
the Royal Commission 
Today Will Be Broad- 
cast on VL2N1 -1570khz 

probably be answered with a blank 
stare, and the questioner will feel 
he or she has stepped a bit out of 
line in asking. 

The evidence to be heard by the 
Commissioner won't all be obvious 
at the start. As hearings continue, 
new lines of thought will probably 
appear, and new questions will 
probably come up that deserve 
special investigation. It may be 
necessary to write or telephone 
other countries to get certain new 
witnesses, or to get certain 
documents or records -- or copies 
of them. 

(To be concluded next week.) 


* LUNCH AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 

•X* The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk’s premier hotel... 

•K* Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only ttl.50 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeific 


telephone 2166 


1®: Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 
ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 
mts and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 
K1Fpoultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or tea 


MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - 9.30PM 


THURSDAY BARBECUE 7 - 9.30PM 




Business & 


Friday Exchange Rates 


ommerce 


U.K. 

N. Z. 

FRANCE 

H/KONG 

JAPAN 

N’LANDS 

SWITZ’D 

W. GERMANY 

FIJI 

U.S. Av. 
NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 


CTB SOLD 
AT 

£ 1T5990 

$NZ $Al-02 34 

$A=(Francs) Ffr. 5-381 
$A : ■' - HK$6-476 
$A Yen387-05 

$A=(Florins) f?3-243 
$A=(Francs) Sft3-325 
$A=(D’mks.) DM3-123 
$A $Fl-0600 

$A $US1-3192 

$A CFPTr'97-739 

PAR 


(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 


No. 30 3/7/75 

Council special meeting 2pm 
9/7/75 to discuss Council 
submission to Royal Commission. 
Public. 

Department of Environment 
.submissions on Jetport plan will 
be accepted for some time after 
the previously advertised closing 
date, but the Dept, should be 
notified of interest and lodging 
date of submissions. Aust. Gov't 
"will not proceed to finalise the 
Environmental Impact Statement 
until it is satisfied that everyone 
who wished to make a submission 
had been given a reasonable 
opportunity to do so. ” 

Tenders for buying used furniture 
at works depot close 10/7/75. 
Vacancy for occasional labour 
at Bond Store. 

Insurance proposals for covering 
Bond Liquor stocks welcome, up 
to 14/7/75. 

Annual Reports 74/75 available 
at $1.50. . 

Some Crown Leases payments 
were due 30/6 and will incur 
5% p. a. interest until paid. 

Final Meetings of Shortridge, 

Firth Holdings, Firth Investments, 
Shore Investments, Shore 
Holdings, Comeng (N. I.), 
Longrldge, United Paisley 
Holdings, United Investments, 

Tory Holdings, Tory Investments, 
Paisley Holdings, Edinburgh 
Investments, Skye Investments and 
Dundee Holdings (all Ltd.) and 
(all tftbund up) will be held at 10- 
minute intervals starting from 9am 
6/8/75.' 



TOURIST TRAFFIC is till growing 
— but the rate of growth in June was 
down to a tiny 2*70. 

The Tourist Bureau reports that 
557 visitors arrived by scheduled air 
services from Australia (13 fewer 
than in June'74) and 502 arrived 
from New Zealand (38 more than 
June ’74). 

There were also 198 arrivals 
by private aircraft — probably a 
new high record for any one month. 

For the first half of 1975. the . 
scheduled airline total was 8,498 
visitors, an increase of 448 over 
the total of 8, 050 in the first six 
months last year. 

New Zealand contributed three- 
quarters of the growth, with 299 
additional visitors, compared-to 
99 additional visitors from 
Australia. 

In June the increase was only 25 
persons, and Australia’s total was 
down on June last year. This is the 
second month so far in 1975 when 
Australian visitors were fewer than 
last year. 


THE CHAMBER of Commerce, 
having agreement from its mem¬ 
bership on the points in the brief 
"headings” draft for a submission 
to the Royal Commission, is now 
expanding these' Into a full presen¬ 
tation of evidence. 

Members are asfed in the latest 
issue of the Chamber's monthly 
newsletter to help by contribting 
specific information and data. 

"You have the chance to speak 
* now or^fqrever hold your peace, " 
says Me? Newsletter. "Don't com¬ 
plain when it is too late." 


Rights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Syd. AkI. Ail, Brie. Bne . 


M - 


- 10.30 11.30 - 


W 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

T - - - - 2.00 - 

F - • - 10.30 .11.30 - - , 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 
S 4.25 5. i5 - - 2. 00 - 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

AIR CARGO backlogs in Sydney 
and Auckland continue to be 
minimal, and air cargo consign¬ 
ments from both Australia and 
New Zealand should be prompt, 
subject tr> the week’s weather. 

Friday afternoon Burns Philp, 
agents for Qantas and Air New 
Zealand, reported that only 322 
kilos of freight were awaiting 
uplift in Sydney, which should 
have been cleared on Saturday 
and Sunday flights. 

Auckland was also believed to 
be relatively free of backlog. 

Passenger loadings have been 
. declining from Australia and 
increasing from New Zealand. 


Public Notice 


Air Norfolk 


AIR NORFOLK is a partnership 
comprising Mr. and Mrs. C.A. 

Herman and Mrs. B.A. Quintal 
who formerly operated from Norfolk 
Island Airport a scenic flight service 
with Cessna 172 Registered No. VHDQW. 

Effective on July 1, 1975 Air Norfolk 
has disposed of the Cessna 172 
Registered No. VHDQW together with 
spare parts, the shed at Norfolk 
Island Airport used as a booking 
office for the scenic' flights and the 
ground area leased from D.C.A. for 
the purpose on which the shed stands. 

The partnership accordingly has no 
further interest in the operation of 
VHDQW or the booking office. 

The name "Air Norfolk" was not 
included in the sale to Mr. Morrice 
and remains exclusively the property 
of the partnership comprising'Mr. and 
Mrs. C.A. Herman and Mrs. B.A. 
Quintal. 

DATED July 1, 1975 
For the Partnership 
(Sgd) Charles Albert Herman. 

• ' _ '—u _ ... 





Norfolk^SHL IVI N G 


PASTURES OCCASIONALLY UNSAFE 
IT IS A FACT of life that some of 
the best pastures for stock are occasion¬ 
ally unsafe. Lucerne and clovers kill 
many cattle from bloat; subterranean 
clover and red clover sometimes 
affect sheep reproduction; phalaris 
occasionally poisons stock and rye 


HERE ARE MORE recipes using 
pineapple, a symbol of hospitality, 
from Helen Payne. (Incidentally, 
doesn't Helen look marvellous and 


THE GREAT DUKE 
by Arthur Bryant 

AMONGST HIS FELLOW historians 
Arthur Bryant has the reputation of 
being very unpopular in that he is 
not only extremely serious and 
accurate but that he also writes best¬ 
sellers. Most historians write for 


grass may cause staggers. 

A recent addition to this list is 
kikuyu grass. Yet this is a species 
that has produced many litres of milk 
and many kilogrammes of beef, es¬ 
pecially on the North coast of N. S. W. 
Its special features have been a bulk 
of feed from September to June, 
rapid response to rain, and ability 
to carry stock during wet periods. 

Kikuyu grass poisoning has been 
most extensively investigated in New 


rested? Isn't it true that so often 
we women only get time to relax 
when in hospital ^.Although a 
mother of three i know said recent¬ 
ly she's really looking forward to 
the D. C. 7 flight back to Sydney 
in August because it means five 
hours of total relaxation. Now, 
that's positive thinking! Captain 
Ritchie should give her another 
gateau. 


other historians - Bryant writes for 
the public. In this respect he shares 
a niche with Thor Heyerdahl. His 
critics feel jealous not only that he 
writes good history but that what he 
writes hits the Top Twenty, so to 
speak. 

An example of this is "The Great 
Duke", his recent biography of the 
first Duke of Wellington. As an 
army commander this man must 
have been the best documented in 


Zealand, where most of the losses 
have taken place. When the grass 
caused ill-effects, symptoms in 
affected animals developed rapidly, 
usually. Many died, sometimes in 
a day, but others, less severely affect¬ 
ed, recovered. There was always 
evidence of abdominal pain, a 
tendency to bloat, and excessive 
thirst and salivation. Cattle were 
reluctant to move and often unsteady 
on their legs. 

The New Zealand deaths all 
occurred between February and June, 
nearly always in April. They in¬ 
variably followed rain, which mostly 
continued for at least two days and 
amounted to 80 points or more. 

Losses were more likely if a dry 
spell preceded the rain, and if 
cattle were turned into a previously 
unstocked paddock. 

A feature of all outbreaks was that 
affected paddocks had been invaded 
a few weeks earlier by either army 
caterpillars or black beetles. 

(From the N.S. W. Agricultural 

Gazelle.) 

The above article is of consider¬ 
able interest as it may explain why 
bad cattle losses were suffered on 
the Island, particularly in the Anson 
Bay area, several years ago after a 
plague of army worms. At the time 
a Commonwealth vet came over, 
unfortunately arriving after the out¬ 
break was over so he was una.'ble to 
do a post mortem on any of the 
animals. Another thought is that 
the kikuyu grass grows so fast after 
a setback that it may have lacked 
magnesium, for many of the animals 
showed symptoms similar to grass 
tetany or hypocalcaemia (milk fever). 
Those cattle that had access to some 
old pasture did not seem to be 
affected during this outbreak. 

JOHN RYVES 


BAKED GLAZED CORN BEEF 

3-41bs. corned beef (silverside) 

I level tablespoon mixed spice 
1 onion 

1 carrot 

2 bay leaves 

1/3 cup brown sugar 
1 level tablespoon prepared mustard 

1 cup pineapple juice 

Wash corned beef and place In 
boiler. Cover with cold water. 

Add spice, onion, carrot, bay 
leaves and simmer till tender. 

Cool beef in broth. 

Place meat in a shallow baking 
dish. Score fat layer and stud with 
cloves. 

Mix brown sugar and mustard and 
pat on beef. Pour pineapple juice 
into baking dish and bake in a slow 
oven (300 degrees) for 1 hour 
basting frequently with the juices in 
the pan, pat a little more brown 
sugar on to the meat after half an 
hour in the oven - this basting 
gives a delicious glaze to the 
meat. Serve chilled. 

TOASTED PINEAPPLE MERINGUES 

6 slices pineapple (canned) 

2 egg whites, beaten stiffly 
i cup caster sugar 

Drain pineapple thoroughly and 
place in a shallow buttered pan. 

Beat egg whites until stiff. Whip 
in castor sugar and pile lightly on 
slices. Brown delicately in a slow 
oven (325 degrees). 

Serve with fruit sauce made by 
boiling 1 cup pineapple juice with 
1/3 cup sugar and $ cup lemon 
juice until thickened. Serves 6. 


the past 200 years, and the greatest 
virtue of this book is that it carries the 
reader along at an headlong pace 
without ever appearing pedantic. 

Most biographies of Wellington give 
the impression that his active life 
started when he took command in 
the Peninsula in 1808 as a fully- 
fledged lieutenant-general and fin¬ 
ished in 1815 after Waterloo. As 
Bryant points out, the most import¬ 
ant years in his carrer were those 
between 1798 and 1804 that he spent 
in India during the Mahratta wars, 
where he learnt his trade command¬ 
ing small armies in difficult terrain 
where his lines of communication 
were all-important. 

Like all men in those days, unless 
possessed of great wealth, it was not 
possible to get ahead unless someone 
in a position of power in London 
pushed your career and protected your 
interests. In this he was lucky. The 
two most important men in his life 
were his brother, Lord Momington, 
who was Governor-General of India 
during his campaigns in the Deccan 
and Lord Castlereagh who was Foreign 
Secretary in the Tory Government 
throughout the Peninsula War. A 
rare case of an Irishman helping an 
Irishman.... 

This biography stops after Waterloo, 
and this only makes one hope that 
the author has another volume on 
the stocks describing Wellington's 
later years as politician, Prime 
Minister and Public Servant (in the 
best, not the public service, sense 
of the word.) Get this book from 
the library and be educated and 
entertained at the same time. Most 
books do neither, some only the one 
or the other, and very few do both. 
This is one of them. 

HENRY SMITH. 



school&club news..'; 


Why Admin Help? 

AT LAST WEDNESDAY’S meeting 
Council accepted a letter from the 
Wives and Mothers Club requesting 
Administration aid for their Play 
Centre Building programme. Their 
request was received favourably. 

Why does a social club require 
administration assistance? 

The answer is that the Wives 
and Mothers Club, while being a 
social outlet for many, is primarily 
concerned with community aid to 
the women and children of Norfolk. 
In the years the club has been active 
they have founded and successfully 
continued to run a play centre for 
children from 3-5 years of age. 

At first it operated 3 mornings a 
week and with increased enrolment 
to almost 50 children has progressed 
to 5 mornings a week. They have 
established a baby-clinic which 
operates weekly at the hospital 
under the expert care of a triple- 
certificated sister, who also gives 
classes for pregnant women in 
ante-natal care and exercises 
in her own home. The club has 
played a major role in furnishing 
and equiping the hospital maternity 
ward and nursery. 

None of these services were 
available to the women and 
children of Norfolk before the 
club was founded about 7 years 
ago, and have been made 
available from money raised 
by the club. 

They are one of the longest- 
running clubs on the Island and 
certainly one of the most active. 

But to find the money to build 
an entire new Play Centre 
building furnish, equip it and 
staff it so that Norfolk’s present 
and future children have the best 
possible surroundings in which to 
spend the time away from Mum 
is a mammoth task. 

The club has raised about half the 
money required but with building 
costj and inflation soaring at its 
present rate their goal seems to 
grow further off than closer. 

The present play-centre is run in the 
Rawson Hall supper room - a building 
which though fine for adult social 
functions is hopelessly inadequate 
for young children. The problems 
are many; too big, not enough 
light, too cold in winter, drab and 
at times extremely dirty. 

The Play Centre is a non-profit 
organisation. The 75 cents a 
morning charged for each child 
pays staff wages and renews equip* 


ment. Similar organisations in 
Australia charge between 60 and 
90 cents an hour per child and 
many of them offer much less for 
the child in the way of equipment 
and supervision. 

The Club would like to keep 
running their Play-Centre at this 
low cost to the parents, and decided 
that help from Administration was 
die only answer. 


What REALLY happened 
on that School Tour 

I asked School Captains Ricki 
Robertson and Anna Christian for a 
description of the 4th Form Vocat¬ 
ional Guidance tour from which they 
had returned last week. 

On arrival in Sydney they dispersed 
to the homes of various relatives, 
Rick to the home of Tim Sheridan's 
father and Anna with Meg Christian 
to the Meadowbank home of Meg’s 
brother John, who was not long ago 
married here on Norfolk. 

During their first week in Sydney, 
they met the boys from the Sydney 
Boys High historical Tour who were 
here last month. With the boys 
they were guests at a barbeque at 
the school and afterwards on a 
Harbour cruise. 

They were all very interested in 
the results of their vocational 
guidance tests. Ricki’s suggested 
a future In elctronics or engineer¬ 
ing on a professional level. Anna's 
was architecture, which doesn't 
match her ambitions at all. Anna 
wants to be a nurse. 

They also had I.Q. tests, but 
didn't learn of the results of those. 
Anna and Meg went twice to see 
the film of the latest Rock musical, 
"Tommy" with a noise level of 
about 140 decibels. You'd have 
to be keen to see it twice, they 
said but it was marvellous. 

For the second week of their tour 
they stayed at a National Fitness 
camp at Narrabeen, where for $36 
a week they were fed 3 meals a day 
and slept in dormitary type huts, 
one for the girls and another for 
the boys, and dined together in 
communal mess hut. The camp 
officials arranged visits to 
Hospitals, banks, factories, etc., 
in Sydney where the tour 
inspected the type of trade or 
profession that interested them. 

Rising time at camp was 6 a.m. 
to a bugle call, which isn't my 
idea of a holiday at all; lights 
out at 10.30 p.m. A spartan 
existence. "Thank heavens it was 


only for a week, " said Anna. 

Life wasn't all serious at the camp. 
There were sporting activities during 
the day and movies and dances at 
night. The food however, came 
under heavy fire, "terrible” was the 
unanimous cry from the girls. 
"Typical Fitness camp fooci " said 
Ricki. 

There were other girls and boys of 
the same age group staying at the 
camp from different schools and the 
N.I. kids formed many new 
friendships. All of them went 
together to a "River Rock" party 
which is a dance aboard a small 
ferry. They said it was tremendous. 

At the end of their Fitness camp 
week they returned to Sydney for a 
final two days before coming home. 
The whole tour went to Luna Park, 
which was great fun. The girls 
shopped furiously for new clothes; 
while in Centrepoint, Anna and Meg 
ran into Kim Davies and Noel Me Gay 
who now live in Sydney, old school 
chums all. 

One last night when they all 
stayed in a Motel and then home to 
Norfolk. Ricki was very glad to be 
coming home, the girls not so keen. ' 
New friends and bright lights had 
made a powerful impression. 


I NEWS "MINI-ADS 11 
Wanted to Buy 

Second hand utility or van - 
prefer 4 cylinder - contact 
Rick Thompson "Inne Shop.” 

Black Pony Gelding 

Aged ten years. Suit child with 
some riding experience. Also 
saddle, bridle and rug. 

Contact Kaye Wood. 

Vitamin Time 

A course of vitamins now could 
save a cold and flu from event¬ 
uating this winter. Don’t delay 
be healthy now - at Rex Chemist. 

Position Vacant 

Experienced stock control clerk. 
Senior or Junior. 

Apply at The Browse About. _ 

Amco Jeans 

New in at Barretts Amco Jeans 
for Guys and Gals - good quality 

good prices.see them at 

Barretts. ____ 

MINI-ADS CAN BE LODGED UP TO 
11.30 SATURDAY MORNING AT 
THE MILK BAR. DeCHESNE’S AND 
JENSENS. ASK FOR A FORM. ONLY$i. 
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BETWEEN THE NINTH of February 
and the 14th of April, 49 years ago, 

. .the reception of evidence re¬ 
lating to affairs of administration 
and alleged public grievances occu¬ 
pied the attention and consideration 
of... ” Fi Why sail on Norfolk Island. 

He was the Commissioner of the 
Royal Commission held here in 1926, 
the third such inquiry that had been 
made into island affairs. 

The one starting today is the fourth.' 

It is doubtless to be broader than 
any of the earlier three, and will 
concern itself more with the possi¬ 
bilities of the future, rather than the 
grievances of the past. 

From the report of the 1926 Royal 
Commission, a stirring list of 
names. 

Eliza Jemima Adams (Domestic Duties) 
Thomas Ephraim Adams (Farmer) 
Charles Bailey (Builder) 

George Bailey (Mechanic) 

R. S. Bain (Superintendent, Pacific 
Cable Board, Sydney) 

Jacob Barnes (Schoolmaster, Prospect, 
New South Wales) 

Leonard Graham Bartley (Cable 

Electrician) 

Emma Bataille (Domestic Duties) 
Norman Hamilton Birdsey (Clerk) 

Leslie John Booty (Store Assistant) 
Charlton Buffett (Boatman) 

Henry Seymour Buffett (Farmer) 

Mary Buffett (Domestic Duties) 

Peter Moore Buffett (Farmer) 

Ida Chalker (School-teacher) 

Rex Chambers (Barrister-at-Law, 
Sydney) 

Henry Francis Chapman (Cable 

Operator) 

Charles Christian (Sawyer) 

Charles James Christian (Farmer) 

Carty Parkin Christian (Labourer) 
Eustace Christian (Farmer) 

Fysher Lorenzo Christian (Foreman 
of Works) 

John Frederick Mills Christian 
(Labourer) 

Harry Clapp (Signalmaster) 

Norman Clarke (Chief Steward, 

Sydney) 

David Richard Culey (Schoolteacher) 
Mary Emily Cunningham (Independent 
Means) 


Cecil Herbert Kirk Donkin 

(Ship's Purser, Sydney) 

Dorothy Mather Down (Domestic 
Duties) 

Leslie Swinnerton Duke (Medical 
Officer) 

Irene Gertrude Duke (Domestic Duties) 
Henry Stephenson Edgar (Retired Civil 
Servant) 

Harold William Edwards (Labourer) 
Charles Medley Evans (Boatman & 

Farmer) 

Ivy Chlorine Evans (Schoolteacher) 
William Hodson Evans (Boatman & 
Farmer) 

Young Evans (Farmer) 

Albert Stanley Gazzard (Secretary, 

Farmers & Growers Association) 
Percival Henry Hall-Thompson 
(Member of Naval Board, 
Melbourne) 

Lockhart Hamilton (Traveller, 

Melbourne) 

William James Hammer (Auctioneer) 
Bertie Clarence Harkness (Assistant 
Under-Secretary, Education Dept., 

New South Wales) 

Frank Wilson Haggitt Heaps (Postmaster) 
Maria Heaps (Domestic Duties) 

Joseph Walter Jenkins (Storekeeper) 
Charles Edward Lane-Poole 
(Commonwealth Forestry Adviser, 
Melbourne) 

Edwin Thomas Leane (Administrator) 
Katie Mary Leane (Wife of Administrator) 
Anthony Reginald Martin (Retired 
Clergyman) 

Henry Menges (Printer) 

Nathaniel Satterfield Menges (Butcher) 
James Francis Murphy (Accountant, 

Home & Territories Dept., Melbourne) 
John Gilbert McLaren (Secretary, Home 
& Territories Dept. Melbourne) 

Alice May McNee (Schoolteacher) 
Charlotte McPhail (Domestic Servant) 
John McPhail (Assistant) 

Mary Annabella McPhail (Domestic 
Duties) 

Robert McPhail (Invalid) 

John Newton (Storekeeper) 

Agnes Nobbs (Domestic Duties) 

Charles Chase Ray Nobbs (Storekeeper) 
Fletcher Christian Nobbs (Farmer) 

George Edward Nobbs (Farmer) 

Lavina Christine Nobbs (Domestic 
Duties) 


Edward David Ogilvie (Retired Naval 
Officer) 

John William Parnell (Retired Mil¬ 
itary Officer, Melb.) 
Thomas Henry Patching (Farmer) 
Frederick Waiter Pearson (Insurance 
Agent) 

Archibald Selwyn Quintal (Proprietor, 
Guest House) 

Byron George Quintal (Farmer) . 2 
Estelle Quintal (Domestic Duties) . 
Fletcher Evelyn Quintal (Farmer) 1 ■ 
Cornelius Quintal (Retired Farmer) 
George Rawdon Quintal (Farmer) 

John Swain Quintal (Labourer) f Q 
Ralph Henry Quintal (Butcher) 

Thomas Edward Biddlecombe Quintal' 
(Labourer) ., 

William Lamb Quintal (Farmer) _ “ 
Robert James Rain (Staff Surveyor,'T 
Sydney, New South Wales) 

James Scott Robertson (Retired Farmer) 
Enoch Cobcroft Robinson (Farmer) 
Jemima Louisa Robinson (Domestic'’ 
Duties): 

Olga Robinson (Schoolteacher) *, 
Albert Fullarton Sharland (Grazier). 
Mary Snell (Domestic Duties) 

Ernest Stephenson (Ex-RegisWar) d^E 
George Thomas Stowe (Electrical 

Engineer, Sydney) * 
Frederick Wallin (Island Manager, 
Messrs. Burns, Philp & Co. Sydney) 
Archibald Glenville Warner (Officer 
in Charge Cable Station) 

Frances Mary Warner (Domestic Duties) 
Gordon Stewart Watt (Cable Operator) 
Sidney Charles Werner (Police 
Constable, Sydney) 

George Henry Wickstead (Police 
Constable) 

Elizabeth Mary Wilson (Domestic 
Duties) 

Harold Edward Wilson (Registrar of 
Courts) 

Allan George Wise (Farmer) 

Archibald Richard Yeaman (Sawmiller) 
Francis Alexander Yeaman (Plumber) 


All of them appeared before the 
Royal Commission at the Norfolk 
Island Court House in 1926. 

Every one had something to say, 
and took the trouble to stand up and 
say it. 

What are you doing, in 1975? 
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MONDAY 14 JULY, 1975 


Council Decides 


THEY ARE FOR SELF-GOV'T 

AFTER MONTHS OF DEBATING, 
thinking, listening, delaying, 
squabbling over legal points and 
bumping heads with one another, 
Norfolk Council last Wednesday 
presented voters with its 
recommendations on how the 
Island ought to be governed in the 
future. 

Council has wrestled with the 
problem under various different 
headings including "Executive 
Authority" and specific stands on 
administrative questions. Public 
pressure for'a Council Statement 
to the Royal Commission finally 
brought majority agreement. 

The Council submission to the 
Commission is about 2,000 words 
long. While it leaves some difficult 
issues to be solved later, it is 
direct and plain. 

It was approved by six elected 
Councillors and the Administrator. 

It was voted against by Cr. 

McIntyre, whose Council argu¬ 
ments have strongly favoured 
almost complete independence for 
Norfolk, and by Cr. Bathie, who 
has repeatedly favoured the 
limited Council powers he ad¬ 
vocated in introducing the 1960 
local government proposals. 

Council's submission recommends 


- Norfolk be a self-governing 
Territory of Australia. 

- Council take over responsibility 
for administering "all those 
activities which are at present 
carried out by the Administrator." 

- Council hire a trained Executive 
Officer to be Island Manager. 

» Australian powers be limited to 
(Continued on page 3) 
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SGT, PETER HARRISON CHECKS AN 
UNREGISTERED .410 GA. SHOTGUN 

AMNESTY ON FIREARMS 

AN AMNESTY on all unregistered' 
guns on Norfolk has been declared 
through the end of July. 

Police Sgt. Peter Harrison says he 
believes that there are many shotguns, 
rifles and handguns on the Island that 
aren't registered. "In manv cases 
they could be guns that people don't 
really want any more. In other cases 
people may be concerned that they 
would be in difficulty, not having 
registered the gun in the past. 

"Now they can bring them in, get 
them registered, and not be concerned. 

"If they don't want the gun any 
longer, we'll dispose of it. ; : 

"Unwanted and unregistered guns 
are potentially a hazard, particularly 
to children. So are live ammunition, 
and some kinds of war souvenirs." 

N.I.MAY DO WATER TESTS 

THE AUSTRALIAN Department of 
Health is expected to make a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission, 
and a Department doctor arrived on 
the Island yesterday to gather infor¬ 
mation for the submission. 

While he is here, it is hoped he 
will examine the extension of Health 
Inspector Tony Guiseppi's facilities 
for making tests of Island drinking 
water supplies. 

At present water samples are sent 
to Australia for lab tests, but the 
samples can become stale, and tests 
unreliable, with the shipping delay. 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 

Evid ence W anted 

SIR JOHN N1MMO SAYS HE 
STARTS WITH HIN D OPEN 

N.H.McIntyre Uuestions 

"AT THIS STAGE, ,1 don't know 
what the status of Norfolk Island is, " 

Sir John Nimmo, Commissioner of 
the Royal Commission into Norfolk's 
future, said at the opening session 
last Monday. 

He was replying to a series of 
questions that had been sent to the 
Commission by solicitor N.H. 

McIntyre, asking for "directions" on 
what Sir John wants and expects in 
the hearings. 

Mr. McIntyre questioned whether 
the Commission was competent to 
consider Norfolk's status, and 
whether Sir John would be able to 
make decisions on some funda¬ 
mental Island matters. 

There is one court proceeding in 
Australia that Mr. McIntyre said 
could determine Norfolk's status, . 
and several other court cases are 
pending. He asked "whether there 
were an anomoly in the Royal ' :i 
Commission's being asked to ’ 
determine a question that will 
shortly be before the courts. 

He said he had been advised . 
that Norfolk Island's constitutional, 
position is "very definitely in one ' 
direction”, which is directly 
opposite to wTiat the Australian 
Government Appears to believe. 

Sir John made gentle, brief and 
firm rulings on most of Mr. 

McIntyre's questions. Could he 
actually find that Norfolk is not 
a Territory of Australia? Yes. 

Is it assumed -t as the-terms of 
reference could imply — that 
the people of Norfolk are Australian 
citizens? That will be determined 
on the basis of evidence before the 
Commission, said Sir John. 

Is it assumed that Norfolk is "a 
part of Australia?" That is to be 
found out, said Sis John. Is it 
(Continued on page 3) 






FIONA* "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last. 
Miltons had the lot...now we’ve got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we’ll get 
it all home...he’s thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday..." 





Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


COUNCIL'S PUN 

(Continued from page one) 
national policy, defence, foreign 
affairs, and providing "expertise" to 
help Norfolk problems. 

- Council have power to make 
ordinances, regulations and by-laws. 
The present Norfolk ordinances would 
be re-drafted. 

- Australia appoint (if It wishes) a 
representative of the appropriate 
Minister to be resident on the 
Island. He would communicate 
Australian policies to Council and 
to the Island Manager, and keep 
Canberra informed on Island 
affairs. He would also have 
authority — held jointly with the 
Administration — to supervise the 
courts and police force. 

As a check and balance to Council's 
power, Australia should probably be 
able to veto ordinances passed by 
Council, and the Australian repres¬ 
entative on the Island should 
probably be able to veto by-laws. 

But Council is uncertain about 
details of these veto powers, and 
says they should be "defined by 
negotiation." 

The full text of Council’s sub¬ 
mission is reprinted in this issue. 

It includes comments on each of 
the Royal Commission's terms of 
reference. 

, It also says that if the Commission's 
findings are contrary to the wishes of 
the people of Norfolk, Council 
would favour a referendum to 
determine the will of the majority 
on what the legal relationship should 
be between the Island and 
Australia. 

Included with the text of the 
submission, issued Friday, is an 
organisation chart showing how 
Norfolk and Australian powers would 
operate. Hastily drafted as 
Councillors were preparing for a 
week's study tour of Australian 
local government, it includes some 
unworkable double lines of 
executive authority. 

Administrator E.T. Pickerd told 
the News that some of these lines 
were intended as "executive 
communication" rather than 
"executive authority" channels, 
and that the chart will receive 
further Council study before it can 
be considered part of a firm 
recom mendation. _ 

sir john & mcintyre 

(Continued from page one) 
assumed that company activities 
have been'harmful? Sir John 
Nimmo said the evidence might show 
that there had been no harm. 

Mr. McIntyre asked leave to 
appear before the Commission as the 
representative of Mrs. Kienhuize-Bloc, 
the Norfolk group called "All Ucklan", 
the Citizens Association, the Flora 
and Fauna Societv. the Chamber of 


Commerce, and himself. 

Sir John asked Mr. McIntyre why it 
was necessary for such groups and 
individuals to be represented. He 
said the Commission was a simple 
information-gathering exercise, and 
that experienced legal counsel had 
been appointed, who were quite able 
to carry out inquiries themselves. 

In supporting his request to appear 
on behalf of others, Mr. McIntyre 
said people on the Island were not 
familiar with Royal Commissions. 

He said that many on the Island 
speak ’"Norfolkese” and that when 
questioned in English, they some¬ 
times had to translate the question 
into their own language in their 
minds, think out the answer, and 
translate the answer into English. 

This process could be difficult and 
frustrating. 

(A chalkboard poster appeared the 
next day in a Burnt Pine shop 
window reading, "Norfolk Islander 
Speaks English".) 

Cedric Hampson, the senior 
barrister for the Commission, argued 
that Mr. McIntyre's appearing for 
others could cause difficulty, and 
said that he felt Mr. McIntyre's 
appearances should be limited, and 
not be a general right of appearance, 
speaking and cross-examining. Mr. 
McIntyre said he did not feel Mr. 
Hampson’s views and his own were 
far apart, and Sir John granted leave 
to Mr. McIntyre, to be limited as 
recommended by Mr. Hampson. 


ISLAND INCOME TO DROP 

NORFOLK ISLAND Admin 
revenues are expected to drop by an 
estimated $59,300 in the current 
year. 

While the financial estimates 
have not yet been approved, the 
drop was revealed in Council's 
submission for the Royal Comm¬ 
ission. 

Administrator E.T. Pickerd, 
commenting on the expected 
fall-off in revenues, said that a 
growth factor had been allowed 
for, but the unusual success of the 
U. P. U. stamp issue in 1974/75 
couldn't be repeated in 1975/76. 

Norfolk would have its normal 
number of routine and special 
stamp issuesthis year, but the 
U. P. U: cut-out stamps had set 
sales records that won't be matched 
in the near future. 

Mr. Pickerd said it was expected 
that income from company fees 
would also be down this year. The 
1974/75 figures, still not announced, 
are understood to have included a 
large amount of overdue fees from 
companies, collected by more 
active policing of the laws. This 
backlog has now been largely 
cleared up. 


3 LOCALS ON BENCH IN 
WEEKEND COURT SESSION 

THE COURT of Petty Sessions swung 
into action over the weekend for the 
first time under three recently- 
appointed local Magistrates. 

A resident arrested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol appeared 
before a sitting of the court at 10.00 
a.m. Saturday. 1 

Prompt action was needed as the 
man was booked to leave the Island 
on a trip on Sunday. 

The sitting of the Court was arranged 
by Clerk of CounsToon Buffett. 
Magistrates Ross Reynolds, George 
Park and Jimmie Olsson were sworn 
in by the Administrator. 

The case was remanded until the 
first week in August, when C.F. 
Kilduff, Norfolk's new Chief 
Magistrate, will be on the Island, 


NORFOLK COULD LOSE 
TITLE TO HT PITT PARK 

NORFOLK COULD LOSE title to a 
large part of the Mt,‘ Pitt Reserve if 
the area is proclaimed a National 

Set for July Council Meeting were 
agenda items covering the proclam¬ 
ation of the park, and discussion of 
recent parks and wildlife legislation 
in Australia. Both were carried over 
to the adjourned session July 9th, 
and the park proclamation will now 
not be considered until the August 
meeting. 

Bin at the July 9 sitting Council 
was Informed that a new National 
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act 
had become law in Australia. 

Council wasn’t asked for its opinion 
about the law -- it was simply told 
that it now is in effect, and it 
extends to Norfolk Island. 

Under the law, any area proclaimed 
a "national park" becomes legally 
owned by the Australian Commissioner 
of national parks. 

If the Mt. Pitt park area were 
proclaimed "National" Norfolk would 
not have to pay for maintaining it. 
Australia would pay the costs. 

"That seems less valuable than 
owning it," said Cr. McIntyre. 

"The Norfolk national park will 
probably be called something else," 
said Cr. Bathie. 

"BROADCASTS QK"-NIMMQ 

BROADCASTS of the proceedings 
of the Royal Commission would be 
quite acceptable to Sir John Nimmo, 
he said on Friday. 

He feels the hearings should be 
understood and followed by as many 
residents as possible. 

VL2NI has had a number of 
inquiries asking if further broadcasts 
could be carried.\ ,/v 



NEW SHIPMENT NOW ON THE WAY 


MB 1500 



easy implement control with hydr 


lever 


Cushioned seat ... . —■ 

comfort for all kinds of fobs 


8-gear transmission . . . 

6 forward, 2 reverse speeds, 

6 PTO shift, inside a totally 
enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 


Rotary blades . .-' 

one of the very few tractors 
with heavy-duty rotary blades 


Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealing 


Tires . . . High-lug £ 
tires for wet fields 


17HP gasoli 


fingertip starting 


On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a large tractor 
would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at all. 
That's where the Hinomoto MB-1500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and light duty works. 

But it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
a small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a large tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling. 


Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be 82250 - - Terms Available 
DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 







OVER 100 FOR >60 PUN 

AN ISLAND GROUP that wants 
Norfolk to be an Australian Terri¬ 
tory, and to be partially taxed for 
partial social benefits, added more 
signatures to its proposed Royal 
Commission submission last week. 

The main points of the submission 
were outlined in a "News" article 
last Monday. They include easy 
access for Pitcairn descendants to 
return to live on Norfolk, a clamp- 
down on further Enter and Remain 
permits, and a close tie with 
Australia. 

Signers of the submission lean 
towards preservation of the 
traditional Island way of life, 
even if it means losing some 
economic bouyancy and 
discouraging business entreprenuers. 

At week's end the submission 
had attracted well over 100 signers. 


MERCY FLIGHT SUNDAY 

A 20-YEAR-OLD waitress at a local 
hotel was flown to Auckland for 
emergency kidney treatment early 
yesterday morning. 

Miss Janet Rowland, who is 
understood to have had a kidney 
transplant about two years ago, 
was hospitalised Saturday afternoon 
with kidney failure. 

At Dr. Smith's request the 
Administrator telephoned the New 
Zealand Department of Defence in 
Wellington and asked for a medical 
evacuation flight. The overseas 
telephone switch was kept open 
after hours at his request to allow 
confirmation of the arrangements. 

Toward 8.00 p. m. the RNZAF 
base at Whenuapai advised Mr. 
Pickerd that a Hercules would be 
on the way at first light. Customs. 
Department of Transport, Police, 

Met Office and other Island 
authorities were notified and made 
necessary arrangements to handle 
the flight. 

Miss Rowland left Norfolk aboard 
the Hercules at 7. 4 0 yesterday 
morning. 


POLICE STATION MAY BE 
ACROSS FROM AIRPORT 

NORFOLK'S POLICE Station may 
soon be moved away from Kingston 
and established at least for a while 
in the former Vincents food market 
shop next door to McIntyres, 
Solicitors. 

Both Council and the Admini¬ 
stration have felt for some time 
that the right place for the police 
station is in the Burnt Pine area — 
"where the action is," as one 
senior Admin official says. 

It is planned to build a new house 
for the police sergeant and his 


family in due course, and it will 
probably be in or near Burnt Pine. 

A new police station would also 
be erected in the area, with a 
. couple of lock-up cells for 
prisoners. 

Police Sgt. Peter Harrison is 
researching the possibility of 
shifting the station to a new 
temporary location, and is to 
make recommendations to the 
Administrator this week. 

So far no alterations have started 
at the former Vincents store, other 
than painting out the old name on 
the awning. Reports of a ship¬ 
ment of 50 tonnes of soundproofing 
material, for instalation between 
the possible police station and the 
Island's only solicitors office, are 
considered by the News to be 
without a great deal of foundation. 

ROY.CQ'l'N SHIP ARRIVES 

FURNITURE, fittings and equip¬ 
ment for the Royal Commission 
arrived at the weekend on the Port 
de France- 

Sunday morning. Commission 
staff and an Admin crew set to work 
uncrating it and putting it into 



SKEET AND JACK ANDERSON, BOB 
WOTHERSPOON, DOUG EVANS AND 
LIONEL HILL ON THE JOB YESTERDAY 
place at the Officers Quarters 
building. 

This morning's sittings should 
present a different appearance, 
with new chairs and tables in use. 

Furniture borrowed from the 
Administration — and much 
appreciated by the Commission — 
has been returned. 


DEPARTMENT SITTING IN 

■ KEVIN TILBROOK. the Officer q 
in charge of Norfolk Island affairs 
in the Department of the Capital 
Territory, is visiting Norfolk to 
attend the Royal Commission 
hearings, and expects to stay 
throughout the first three-week . 
sittings. 

He said that while his attendance 
meant being absent from other 
duties for an extended period, the 
Department feels the hearings are 
fundamentally important to Norfolk 
and that he should be here for them. 

KINGSTON WATER MAIN 

SURVEYING is well advanced in 
the Kingston area for a proposed 
water main that would provide fire 
protection for historic buildings. 

Water for the proposed system 
would come from a dam that 
would be built on the heights above 
Kingston. 

At this stage the plan does not 
include providing domestic water 
supply for any of the historic, 

Admin or privately-occupied 
buildings. 

The cost of engineering and 
building the dam, water system and 
hydrants would be expected to be 
included in Australia’s bill for the 
restoration program, on the grounds 
that it would be a reasonable step 
to take in protecting the $lM-plus 
’‘nvestment in the historic structures.. 

'NEWS "MWl-ADS 11 
Arnco Jean? 

New styles in "Gatsby" and 
"Jailhouse blues" to name two - 
Amco Jeans for Guys and Gals, 
good quality, good prices 
at Barretts. 


For Sale 

Mens Dunlop work boots 
with steel toe caps $18.00 pr. 

De Chesne's Store. 

Be warm this winter 

With blankets and mohair rugs 
from Roys - plenty of hot water 
bottles too.. ..at Roy's. 

Vitamin Time 

A course of vitamins now could 
save many a cold and flu this winter. 
Don't delay, be healthy now .... 
at Rex Chemist. 


CEDRIC HAMPSON, Q.C., 
senior barrister on the Royal 
Commission, said in the opening 
session that individuals and groups 
wishing to give evidence to the 
Commission could be greatly 
assisted by studying a break-down 


of the Terms of Reference carried 
in the News issue of June 30. 

Subject to limited supply, the 
News will be glad to mail a 
reprint of the article to anyone 
considering appearing before 
the Commission. Drop us a note 
at Box 94. 





RAY NOBBS WANTS N.l. 
RESPONSIBLE FOR N.L 

Norfolk Island Council should have 
the best talent available, 71 year 
old Mr. Ray H.H. Nobbs told the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Asked if Council seats should be 
reserved for Pitcairn descendants, 

Mr. Nobbs replied: 

"No, I don't. This would tend to 
create disunity on the Island, and 
this would be a bad thing." 

He thought people should be 
encouraged to look on all residents 
as Islanders, with no discrimination 
between mainlanders and Pitcairners. 

Mr. Nobbs, himself a former 
Councillor, and holder of the O. B. E ., 
suggested that the Council should 
have eleven members, elected from 
four sections of the Island to be less 
susceptible to pressure groups. 

He hold the Commission he was a 
direct descendant of George Hunn 
May Nobbs, a former English Naval 
Officer who became pastor and 
leader of the Pitcairn Islanders and 
who moved to Norfolk with them. 

"I would like to see Norfolk 
Island accept sole responsibility for 
all matters pertaining to the 
government of the Island," Mr. 

Nobbs said. 

Three exceptions were the care 
and maintenance of the convict 
buildings, the police and the 
judiciary, and external affairs. 

Mr. Nobbs told of a public 
meeting held on Norfolk Island 
in 1913, addressed by Mr. Attlee 
Hunt. 

The residents of the Island voted 
unanimously at the meeting to 
become a territory of the 
Commonwealth, believing this 
would encourage an export trade 
to Australia, then hampered by 
Customs duties. 

However, Norfolk Island still 
retained the right of self-govern¬ 
ment, granted by Queen 
Victoria. 

Unfortunately the Council had 
recently been reluctant to accept 
executive authority. 

Mr. Nobbs, who holds a Diploma 
of Agriculture, said the Island 
should grow and process more of its 
own food. 

He condemned the custom of 
grazing livestock on the common as 
dangerous to motorists and a cause 
of erosion. 

The common was at present 
overstocked. 

"The original idea was to allow 
grazing cattle on the common to 
those families who didn't have an 
area to run their own stock" he 
■said..— 

When this came into force, every 


family had its own horses and cows. 

But anyone having an arealarge 
enough to graze his animals was 
.not permitted to use the common. 

Most families today bought their 
milk, and did not use horses. 

The common should be fenced 
and leased for grazing. This 
would improve the pasture and the 
breed of the cattle. 

Water was adequate, Mr. Nobbs 
said, but was always short in a dry 
summer, and most summers were 
dry. 

Roads, however, were not 
adequate and more tar sealing 
should be done. 

Mr. Justice Nimmo asked why 
more vegetables were not grown 
on the Island. 

Mr. Nobbs said that the two 
growers at present cultivating small 
areas full-time were both main- 
landers. 

"The Islanders have not got the 
initiative or the Inclination," Mr. 
Nobbs said, "when they can get a 
set weekly wage with full 
employment." v 

There was a time, during the 
banana boom, when they all worked 
very hard, Mr. Nobbs told the 
Commission. 


5 YEARS AUSTRALIAN 
TUTEUGE, META SAYS 

The Island was underpopulated, 

Mrs. Meta Kienhuize-Bloc told the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Mrs. Kienhuize-Bloc said she came 
to the Island six years ago and owned 
the Casa Kui jewellery shop. 

Norfolk Island should be self- 
governing, she said, with a period of 
five years Australian tutelage. 

Norfolk should become a member 
of the United Nations, sponsored by 
Great Britain and Australia. 

She criticised the Admin, as being 
"very much overgrown" and said that 
jobs were sometimes specially 
created for Islanders seeking employ¬ 
ment. 

On occasions in the past the law 
had.not been impartially enforced, 
Mrs. Kienhuize-Bloc told the 
Commission. 


"ISLANDER,NOT AUST." 
IS WHAT GIRLIE FEELS 

Her sons ploughed her three acres 
for her, and she grew corn, kumeras,; 
potatoes, carrots, cabbages, cauli¬ 
flowers and pumpkins for sale, said 
65-year-old Mrs. Sylvia Esther Nobbs. 

"I sell the vegetables to make 
money" Mrs. Nobbs explained to 
Sir John Nimmo, heading the Royal 
Commission into the future of 


Norfolk Island. 

"I give a lot away" Mrs. Nobbs 
admitted. "I don't make much 
money -- but it doesn't matter 
so much about that." 

Mrs. Nobbs also works three 
mornings a week at C.C.R. Nobbs 
store. 

She felt that tourism had been 
good for people on the Island but 
that the Island could only cope with 
so many. 

The tourist traffic did not affect her 
a great deal. She did not live "out in 
the stick" Mrs. Nobbs hastened to add, 
it was just that the tourists didn't 
come out that way so much. 

Island people look after each other, 
Mrs. Nobbs said. 

Because the Island belonged to the 
people, they should govern them¬ 
selves. 

Mrs. Nobbs told the Royal 
Commission that she regarded herself 
as a Norfolk Islander, not an 
Australian. 


"LESS THAN HALF AUS¬ 
TRALIAN"- MIDDLETON 

Only a minority of Norfolk people 
owe Australia allegiance, 
according to former journalist Mr. 
Edgar Percy "Peter” Middleton. 

Mr. Middleton told the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island that 
he was born in London and went to 
New Zealand in 1924. 

He moved to Australia in 1939 and 
to Norfolk in 1970. 

He and his wife were about to 
qualify as permanent residents and 
this submission represented both 
their views. 

Norfolk should be a self-governing 
territory, Mr. Middleton said, 
dependant on Australia only for 
defence and Civil Aviation. 

Mr. Middleton said that using 
the 1971 census figures he estimated 
that the permanent population was 
1,283 at that time. 

Of these, 385 were Australians, 

304 New Zealanders, 108 European 
or British, 454 Norfolk Islanders, 
and 32 from other countries. 

Nine hundred persons said they 
had not declared allegiance to 
Australia. 

Norfolk Island should not pay 
Australian taxes since it had no 
Australian representation, Mr. 
Middleton said. 

On Pitcairn rights, Mr. 

Middleton told Sir John Nimmo 
that he was not clear what they 
were. 

"But we.support the right of 
Pitcairn descendants to come and 
go as they please" he said, 

"without reference to migration 
control." 



RICHARD BATA ILLE SAYS 
NORFOLK SHOULD CONTROL 

"We have to be aligned with some 
country" Mr. Richard Bataille told 
the Royal Commission. 

"It might as well be Australia. 
They've been good friends to us 
over the years." 

Mr. Bataille, who as President of 
Committees is Norfolk’s leading 
citizen, was the first witness to 
give evidence before the inquiry 
into the future of Norfolk Island. 

Speaking as a private individual, 

Mr. Bataille urged that Norfolk 
Island have full control of its own 
domestic affairs through an elected 
Council. 

Pitcairn descendants should be 
guaranteed control of the Council 
"for ever. ” 

Mr. Bataille proposed that Norfolk 
Island laws extend to the edge of 
the continental shelf in the event 
of international law being settled 
on this issue. 

Asked how Norfolk law could be 
enforced, ! Mr. Bataille said: 

"We would have to investigate this 
when the occasion arises. We could 
have patrol boats — that sort of 
thing. We might have friendly 
countries assist us." 

Mr. Bataille rejected the idea 
of adopting the Australian 
taxation and welfare systems. 

The Norfolk welfare system was 
adequate for its needs. 

Any money raised on Norfolk 
should be spent on Norfolk, at the 
discretion of the Council, he said. 

No Australian grant would be 
needed if Australia contributed in 
the case of activities of benefit 
to itself -- such as the enforcement 
of Australian laws applying on Norfolk 
Island, and the restoration of the 
ruins at Kingston. 

Mr. Bataille said that roads were 
satisfactory, and there was an ample 
supply of electricity with few 
complaints about cost. 

There was ample water, 
although the possibility of sewage 
contaminating underground water 
was worrying. 

Some complaints had been 
received about the disposal of 
garbage over Headstone, but this 
disposal system was preferable to 
burning or burying the rubbish. 

Mr. Bataille said that Norfolk 
should seek to attract light industry 
to provide employment for young 
people. 

He believed that public opinion 
should be tested again on estab¬ 
lishing a Quarantine and Artificial 
Insemination Station on the Island. 

Opinion might have changed with 
more information available. 

Mr. Bataille attacked some 


migrants to Norfqlk of whom he 
said: "No sooner have they 
settled here than they try to 
change our way of life." 

. He estimated the permanent 
population to compromise only 30 
to 40 per cent Pitcairn descendants. 

This he attributed to many Norfolk 
people leaving the Island in the 
40s and 50s, and an influx of 
mainland immigration in the 60s. 

Mr. Bataille listed Pitcairners' 
historical rights as; having been 
given the Island by Queen Victoria; 
having been given land grants; 
having been given houses on the 
Island; and having grazing rights 
on common land. 

"I don't recall anything else at 
the moment" he said. 

Mr. Bataille said the strong 
community feeling of the old 
Norfolk people was partly due to 
Polynesian influence. 

However, the old life-style had 
become weakened. "We have lost 
a lot of what we would prefer to 
have today" he said. 

People today just didn't have the 
time for community outings. 

Yet both young and old, despite 
the generation gap, wished to 
preserve what was left. 

Islanders wrote to each other in 
the Norfolk language, he said, 
and the tongue was widely used 
among Island people. 

Mr. Bataille agreed that a lot of 
land had got out of Island hands. 

He would like to see a law 
introduced forbidding the sale of 
land outside the Pitcairn Communi¬ 
ty- 

Speculators had bought "a fair 
amount" of land, and was a loss to 
revenue. 

An Ordinance seeking to raise 
money from absentee landlords was 
at present held up in Canberra. 

Altogether, a total of 100 pieces 
of legislation were outstanding, 

Mr. Bataille told the Royal 
Commission, some for up to 2{ 
years. 

They included an Ordinance 
enabling the Island to charge an 
airport departue fee of $2.00, 
which would raise $36,000 a year. 

Altogether, these delays were 
costing the Island about $40,000 
to $50,000 in lost revenue. 

ELDERLY HAVE HAD TO 
SELL LAND, PUSS SAYS 

Norfolk Islanders should pay 
Australian Taxes and enjoy 
Australian social benefits, Mr. 

George "Puss" Anderson advised the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

"I would like to see aged pensions / 
available on the Island” Mr. 

Anderson said. 

He knew of cases where elderly 


people had to sell their land to get 
money to live. 

The Island by itself could not 
afford the same benefits as Australia, 
Mr. Anderson said. 

He also told the Royal Commission 
that the need to send children to 
Australia and New Zealand for 
tertiary education was harmful. 

"This has the effect of breaking 
up the home and is a financial 
burden to many families" he said. 

On migration, Mr. Anderson 
said he would not like to see the 
suggested maximum population of ' 
2000 exceeded. 

The present Enter and Remain 
permits were very unfair. ✓ 

Young workers should be allowed 
to come in even if they did not 
have an independent income. 

"This is where we could be 
missing out” Mr. Anderson said. 

"We could become pretty stagnant." 

A former Norfolk Island Councillor 
himself, Mr. Anderson said he 
thought the size of the Council 
should remain at eight, but the 
right to vote should belong to 
permanent residents only. 

However, he did not think that 
a fixed number of Council seats 
should be reserved for Pitcairn 
descendants. 

"There could be a time when it 
would be hard to get four Pitcairn 
descendants to stand." He said. 

It was hard to judge what were 
the Pitcairners' historical rights, 

Mr. Anderson told the Royal 
Commission. His generation was 
not particularly concerned with 
the question. 

But Pitcairn descendants should 
have the right to give some of 
their own land to their children. 


GRANNIE'S PRESCRIPTION 
IS "NO JETS, NO TAXES" 

"I hope you take notice of my 
talk” 77-year-old Annie Elizabeth 
"Grannie" Quintal admonished Sir 
John Nimmo. She had just 
completed her evidence before the 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Mrs. Quintal came out strongly 
against taxation and big jet planes. 

"Why can’t we have aircraft like 
Qantas has?" Mrs. Quintal asked. 
"What about those little New 
Zealand planes. They seem all 
right too." 

Noise from the big jet planes 
would cause damage, Mrs. Quintal 
said, and the exhaust fumes would 
damage the trees. 

Asked if she could think of any 
improvements to Norfolk, Mrs. 

Quintal replied: "That there be 
no planes and no tax." 

Mrs. Quintal felt it was a pity 
that the Islanders were not growing 



their own food but "buy this 
rubbish." 

They had left their farms and 
were earning high wages. 

In the old days the Islanders 
didn’t know the true value of a lot 
of things, Mrs. Quintal felt. 

"They said if an Islander found a 
penny lying around he would take 
it to Emily Bay and glance it on 
the water" she said. 

However, Norfolk Islanders did 
not need Australian style social 
benefits. 

"I believe Norfolk Islanders can 
look after one another" Mrs. Quintal 
said. 

Norfolk Island should govern 
itself and make its own laws, she 
said. 

SWISS BANK WILL BACK 
Nl CURRENCY - HITCH I NS 

A Swiss bank has agreed to back a 
possible Norfolk currency to the 
extent of $100 million. 

This was revealed at the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island by 
the Chairman of the Citizens 
Association, Mr. William Graham 
Hitchins, 

An independent Norfolk Island 
would look to continue the Aust¬ 
ralian currency, he told the Royal 
Commission. However, the Island 
could issue its own currency. A 
loan was not proposed, Mr. 

Hitchins said. They would guaran¬ 
tee that currency" he said. 

The money would be minted or 
printed overseas. 

Mr. Hitchins, a retired business¬ 
man said he came to the Island 
seven years ago after spending 40 
years travelling the world. 

The Association he represented 
had 200 members, about one fifth 
of them Pitcairn descendants. 

The Association felt the present 
Immigration Ordinance was un¬ 
satisfactory, Mr. Hitchins said. 
Nonetheless, the Ordinance was of 
the greatest importance in keeping 
migration at optimum and 
preserving the environment. 

The Association recommended 
that anyone wishing to settle on 
Norfolk Island, including Island- 
born who had left for a number of 
years, have to pass a points test 
before being allowed in. 

Fifteen points would be scored by 
having an Island parent, or 
Ten points for a parent having 
right of residency. 

Ten points for being Island born. 

Five points for having a job to 
come to. 

Five points if retired and coming 
to live with relatives. 

Fifteen points if retired, with an 
independent income. 

Five points if Island-born and owning 


a house here. 

Fifteen points if Island-born and 
owning house and land. 

Ten points for having an outside 
- income of more than $10,000 a 
year. 

Eight points for buying a business 
here. s 

Seven points for having a parent 
who held an Enter and Remain 
Permit, and owned a house, but had 
died. 

The scale was designed to favour 
Islanders wishing to return, Mr. 
Hitchins said. 


"COME AND SEE," GLADYS 
INVITES COMMISSIONER 

The Royal Commissioner, Sir 
John Nimmo, has been invited to 
inspect the home of an Island woman 
critical of Norfolk's social services. 

The. invitation was issued by Mrs. 
Gladys Brook, divorced, mother of 
two daughters, six and eight. 

"I would be most grateful for the 
Commission to visit my place of 
residence" she said, "to gain 
further knowledge of some of the 
difficulties which face the poorer 
residents." 

Mrs. Brook told the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island that 
she paid no rent for the house she 
was living iij, but it was inadequate 
for bringing up her family. 

There was only one power point, 
and the power poles supporting the 
line bringing electricity to the 
house were in bad condition. 

The house had no bathroom, and 
she had to wash the children from a 
basin. 

Island authorities seemed 
indifferent to the welfare of 
children, she said. 

Mrs. Brook said she received some 
maintenance and did part-time 
work at $1.50 an hour when 
available. 

"You just keep your ear to the 
ground” she said. There was no 
agency on the Island to help job¬ 
seekers. 

Income tax should be paid at the 
same rate as in Australia. There was 
no doubt, she said, that Norfolk 
Island was part of Australia and 
should have a representative in the 
Australian Parliament. 

Mrs. Brook proposed that all free¬ 
hold land on Norfolk be resumed 
and the owners compensated. 

This was the only way that many 
Pitcairn descendants would ever 
have land to build on, since values 
have risen so much 

" The bitterness, hatred and family 
divisions which ownership of land has 
caused amongthe Islanders are 
passed on to succeeding generations" 
she said. 


cr. McIntyre is for 
N. l. SELF-GOVERNMENT 

An unqualified local magistrate 
would be a better choice for Norfolk 
Island than a qualified visiting man, 
the Royal Commission was told on 
Friday. 

An Island solicitor, Mr. Duncan 
McIntyre, said he had known two 
Chief Magistrates on Norfolk Island, 
Mr. Tommy Jackson and Mr. Paul 
Startin-Field. 

"Both were quite different kinds 
of court” Mr. McIntyre told Sir John 
Nimmo. The results were the better 
for the magistrates being local men. 

There were appeals, Mr. McIntyre 
said, and he thought the decisions 
favoured the magistracies. 

Mr. McIntyre was answering a 
question from the judge, who. asked 
if the results from the court had been 
satisfactory with local men presiding. 

"If you win, it's always satisfactory" 
Mr. McIntyre said. 

Norfolk Island should have full self- 
government, but should adopt 
Australian laws in areas such as 
currency, divorce, some legal 
procedures, passports and Civil 
Aviation. 

The Australian Government should 
station a representative on Norfolk, 
and laws passed by the Council 
affecting Australia would be sub¬ 
mitted to him. 

The Australian representative would 
have power to return a proposed law 
twice to the Council -- but then it 
would become law. 

Australia would have effective 
control of foreign affairs and defence. 

Rights of the Pitcairn descendants 
should be respected, Mr. McIntyre 
said, but this should not be extended 
to include guaranteed council seats 
or job preference. 

Such laws would be divisive. 

On immigration, Mr. McIntyre 
suggested that while restrictions were 
needed, it was not.possible to lay 
down rigid guidelines. 

He did not say the points system 
proposed by the Citizens Association, 
of which he was a member, was 
wrong. 

The system might be right in 
1976 but wrong in 1977. 

"I don't agree with it in detail" 

Mr. McIntyre said. 

"In the end you really have to 
make a seat of the pants judgement.” 

A firm line could not be drawn 
on the size of the population, as 
nobody could say what the future 
held for the economy. 

The state of the economy and the 
size of the population were related 
to each other. 

Mr. McIntyre will give evidence 
on company activities on Norfolk 
Island at a later date. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail frC”u the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


fhisWeel 

on Norfolk 

I MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
: Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
i Film. Norfolk Hotel 
: TUESDAY 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
; Film, Leagues Club 
| Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

! School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
| N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
: Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
, THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R.S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet?! 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist ! 
Bureau; or write the News,_ P. O. Box 94. I 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
oyer three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

7116 telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA.TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
C(sy ^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 





PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 
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Captain 55 
Portable 4-Band 



Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radio for ex¬ 
clusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio features 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equipping 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superb sensi¬ 
tivity. You can select either Local or DX (Distance) mode for the 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptionally 
sharp selectivity is assured due to ceramic filter in the IF Stage. 
The impressive 1.5-watt power output from the large speaker 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the more in¬ 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise engineer¬ 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performqjjce for 
many years to come. 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on house¬ 
hold current with the use of an optional AC power adaptpr. 


Research Makes the Difference 



We love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, 
you will ultimately want a SONY. 


Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field EffectTransistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


Sensitive New AM Portable 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 












Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

. The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a. m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that, the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
P -Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon*£ri 
UUu lUr • sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting: 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
vour visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p.QBox 94. 


Norfolk Inland News — Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetine 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 


must have been discouraged. It,is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
. :! Pf the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 



THE KINGSTON PiER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
.appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 sett las, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
met;ed out. 

In T855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC; 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlprt, 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p. m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills, 
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, ,IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headsto 

IS BpOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

HDrAI 7 niVO 7 Off (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UltN I DA 10 n " l *0U am TO 9 pm only from 9 am to 7 pm—sorry about that.... ) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-ser. ; 
...soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream...imported cheeses...lollipops.. .magazines..,ba;n >1 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicin* 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers;...tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts 
diments... picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.v.fresh fruits an 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgottein, every dayof the week, ea 




Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the Ships"^ 6 ^^ 61 "^ f em p » m u itlve - 

* J ~ The men who work it almost all have 


While you're on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
tea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

■ When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganln 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts — all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k^gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON. THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE UGHTER IN. 
times get*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



mm 


MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOA-D OUT IS tHE LIGHTERS 













The Quintal Papers 


THIS WEEK WE CONTINUE prin¬ 
ting transcripts of material in the 
strongbox containing "the Quintal 
Papers" — a collection of letters, 
documents, typewritten copies of 
earlier papers -- that are in Greg 
Quintal's safekeeping but that "be¬ 
long to the island, " as his mother 
said. 


Extract of letter from Sir Wm Denison 
to Sir George Grey addressed Govern¬ 
ment House, SYDNEY dated Feb 27 
1856 (Rec'd June 10 1856). _ 

...In my Despatch abovementioned, 
I suggest that some authority should 
be established in Norfolk Island, who 
might regulate the allotment of land' 
to the families; etc; but upon further 
conversation with Captain Freemantle, 
I ascertained that the islanders them - 
selves have placed a magistrate in 
authority, and ate disposed to submit 
to his decisions The effect, therefore 
of placing any person on the Island 
vested with powers emanating either 
from Her Majesty, or from the Gover¬ 
nor of any of the adjacent Colonies, 
would be'to generate parties, and 
lead to a disruption of the ties which 
at present time seem to unite the 
whole community as one family. I 
beg, therefore, to withdraw my for¬ 
mer recommendation. 

... As however, the islanders 
would naturally require some assist¬ 
ance on first landing at Norfolk 
Island. 1 requested Captain Freeman- 
tie to nominate an officer.... 

Mr. Gregorie.divide whole 

island..... 

... In taking upon myself to give 
directions for the distribution of the 
land among the islanders, I am aware 
that I have, to a certain extent, 
overstepped the precise limit of my 
authority for as Norfolk Island is 
attached to the Government of Van 
Dieman's ,and, it would of course 
rest with the Governor and Legisla¬ 
tion of that Colony to make such 
rules for the disposal of the land as 
might seem best to them. As, how¬ 
ever, all the arrangements for the 
transfer of the island to its new in¬ 
habitants have been entrusted to me 
by Her Majesty's Government, I have 
not hesitated to take the responsibil¬ 


ity upon myself, as I conceived it 
absolutely essential to the success of 
the experiment which is about to be 
made that the land should be trans¬ 
ferred to the new comers in such a 
manner as to give them a right to 
deal with it as their own, and that 
some record should exist in the shape 
of plans or written documents, to 
which they might hereafter appeal, 
should any questions arise among 
them as to the boundaries of property. 

.. .In a former dispatch from Van 
Diemen’s Land in December, 1854, 

I suggested that the island should be 
retransferred to New South Wales 
1 wish now to modify this recommen¬ 
dation, and to suggest that Norfolk 
Island should not form part of any of 
the adjacent Colonies, but should be 
kept altogether distinct from and 
independent of them. The effect of 
making it a part of any of these Col¬ 
onies would be to confer upon the 
legislatures the right of dealing with 
the people and the land according to 
their will and pleasure; and thus an 
opportunity would be afforded for 
interfering with the experiment which 
is now about to be made. 

Such interference could not be use¬ 
ful, and would, probably, be injur¬ 
ious. I would therefore press most 
earnestly upon your notice the 
propriety of withdrawing the island 
from the jurisdiction of the adjoining 
Colonies. 

...The Governor General of the 
Australian Colonies might have a 
nominal jurisdiction, in order that 
the people should have somebody to 
whom they might make their wants 
known, and through whom they may 
correspond with her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment upon the subject of the changes 
in the form of government which 
will in course of time become necess¬ 
ary, or upon such matters as they 
may not be able to arrange among 
themselves. 


From Fairfax Moresby to G.H. Nobbs 
dated "Grarftham" Dec.8th 1856: 

"... I never could consent to ad¬ 
vocate any other course of proceed¬ 
ing than, that, which I was commiss¬ 
ioned to do from the Islanders, to be 
left to their own laws and insular 
system as at Pitcairn.." 


To Sir John Young from Edward 
Cardwell, Downing Street,'^ May 
1866,: 

"... nor could I recommend to the 
Treasury to adopt the expense which 
would be entailed by the appoint¬ 
ment of a Lieutennant Governor which 
is suggested by Sir William Wiseman-- 
I entertain however no objection, to' 
the establishment of the Melanesian 
Mission which you advocate in your 
despatch of February - I can readily 
believe that this step may be of great 
advantage to the Islanders by placing 
them within reach of good Clerical 
superintendance and by bringing them 
periodically under the eye of Bishop 
Patterson from whom you will doubt¬ 
less receive from time to time trust¬ 
worthy information respecting their 
progress- 

Nor do I object to the proposal that 
a few selected settlers of a class like¬ 
ly to live in harmony with the Island¬ 
ers should be allowed to establish 
themselves at Norfolk Island.1 think 
it however unadvisable to commence 
any system of indiscriminate land sale 
or to adopt any step which the Island¬ 
ers might deem at variance with 
pledges,held out to them when they 
left Pitcairn Island. On this point 1 
enclose for your information a copy 
of a letter which has been addressed 
to me by Admiral Sir Fairfax Moresby 
who, continues to take a warm inter¬ 
est in the Islanders." 


Extract from despatch from Joseph 
Chamberlain to Governor Viscount 
Hampden; 

... I had previously consulted the 
Law Officers of the Cr6wn as to the 
measures which would be required 
to effect a complete annexation of 
Norfolk Island to -- N. S. W. and 
whether this could be effected by 
Order in Council under --lam ad¬ 
vised that in their opinion, the 
Island cannbt be annexed to the 
Colony by Order in Council, and 
that the statute contemplates that 
Norfolk Island should remain a 
Crown Colony, governed under the 
directions of the Queen in Council, 
not that it should be annexed to 
another Colony. They thought fur¬ 
ther that the object in view should 
be effected by acts of the Imperial 
Legislature and of the Legislature of 
New South Wales.... 





On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 
that day’s ^ 




Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 


AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK—JULY 14-20 vl-2-ni 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 
(Music Hall) 

10.05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Profile 

12.05 Big Band sound 

1.15 Close 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Music Ronnie A idrich 
10.05 Memory Lane 

| 10.45 Morning Serial 

I 11.15 Brothers in Law 
! (Comedy) 

| 12,0'5 Sports Magazine 

I 1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 

! WEDNESDAY 
j 7.00 Music (Toon) 
i 9.15 ABC Scope 
; 10.05 My Word (Panel 

Game) 

| 10.45 Hospital Program 


12.05 Internat'l R>undup 

I. 15 Close 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.00 Music (Kathy) 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Dad's Army 

(Comedy) 

II. 00 Request Program 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 

1.45 Close 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. F's Casebook 
10.05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

1.45 Close 
SATURDAY 

11.00 Music (Sylvia) 
12.00 Local News 
12.05 Top of the Pops 


1.00 World News 

1.15 Request Program 

1.30 Australian 

Top. 10 

2.00 Steptoe & bon 
(Comedy) 

2.30 A. B.C. Sporting 
Service 

SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Sylvia) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5.30 World News (ABC) 
6.00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Magician's Nephew 

(Ivan reads children's 
story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8,00 China (13) 

8.30 Don Juan - Episode 2 

8.45 Feature -Wagner 

"A Celebration" 

9.30 Classical (Haydn) 

10.00 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 

by Michael Moran 


1 WHEN SVIATOSLAV RICHTER per¬ 
formed in London on Wednesday even¬ 
ing (18th June) at the Royal Festival 
Hall, it had been five years since 
; musical standards had been uplifted in 
such a positive manner. I was fortun- 
j- ate enough to secure a seat at this 
recital which packed the hall to its 
limit, every box and every seat filled. 
Richter had come to England to take 
part in the Aldeburgh Festival (famil¬ 
iar to you from VL2NI) playing Beetho¬ 
ven, Rachmaninov and Tchaikovsky. 
The Beethoven programme, compris¬ 
ing the Sonata Op. 2 No. 3, three 
Bagatelles from Op. 126 and the 
'Hammerklavier' Sonata, was repeat¬ 
ed in London a short time after a per¬ 
formance of 'unprecedented violence' 
in the dim half-light of Blythburgh 
Church. 

The early sonata was full of drama 
and momentum - the rhythm of youth 
(Beethoven dedicated this set of three 
sonatas to his teacher Haydn.) Richter 
next transformed three of the Baga¬ 
telles from the Op. 126 set (Nos. 1, 4, 
6) which were the last pieces Beethoven 
wrote for the piano. They were tem¬ 
pestuous and wonderfully characterised 
as improvisations from the composer, 
evoking his unpredictable tempera¬ 
ment with disconcerting realism if you 
ventured to close your eyes for a sec¬ 
ond without temporal reflection. 

With the 'Hammerklavier' Sonata 


however, we moved precipitously 
into the rarefied atmosphere of the 
mountainous northern pastures. Some 
may say that Richter has not come to 
terms with the late Beethoven sonatas, 
but I have never heard a more object¬ 
ive and dispassionate performance of 
this work. The philosophical grandeur 
of the music was allowed to speak for 
itself with the latent power and mass¬ 
ive breathing of a great ocean, 

Richter is now 60 and has transcend¬ 
ed the impulsive passion displayed by 
his Carnegie Hall debut performance 
of the 'Appassionata'. whose Presto 
was begun at such a suicidal tempo 
with such overwhelming 'effect'. 

The Adagio of the 'Hammerklavier' 
was curiously detached, classical, 
scarcely pointed, less lyrical and 
'warm' than the numerous perform¬ 
ances to which we have become 
accustomed. The profound melan¬ 
choly and philosophical resignation 
in this movement emerged from the 
tahlature itself , the greatest accom- 
phishment and service the interpret¬ 
ive musician can pay to a composer. 
The great Fugue which concludes the 
work, a dense and intricate fabric 
of sound woven from barely recog¬ 
nizable polyphonic strands, was made 
as clear and radiant as a tropical 
pool teeming with life. 

I treasured in my memory the 
depth of human feeling and expres¬ 
sion that Eeethoven mastered in this 
Sonata, perhaps one of the greatest 
philosophical statements in piano 
literature. Silently I thanked Richter 
for revealing this to me with such 
tare spiritual generosity. 


editorial 



"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 

Editorial Contributors this issue Alice 
Howard, Claire MacMurray, Michael 
Moran, Butch Quintal, Henry Smith. 

Type, Shelley Ruffett and Jan Pear- 


Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A14 p. a. posted to 
Australia, $A21 to New Zealand, 

$A25 elsewhere -- shortened if 
postage rates rise. 

Advertising rates on request. 

Letters and contributions are welcome 
but anonymous letters are n ot pr inted. 


NOT MANY YEARS AGO. aircraft 
used to find their way to a safe 
landing by "flying the beam". 

A pair of radio signals was sent 
out from the airport. When he was 
off to the left of the safe course, 
the pilot would hear a Morse "A” 
in his earphones -- dit-da, dit-da. 
When he was off to the right, he 
would hear an "N" -- da-dit, da-dit. 
When he was right on course the 
two signals blended into a steady 
single tone. 

Surprisingly early in the Royal 
Commission, it already looks as if 
Norfolk may be homing in on a 
similar sort of beam. 

Off to the left are some sincere 
and thoughtful people saying "We 
ought to be independent." On the 
other side there are equally sin¬ 
cere and thoughtful people saying 
"We ought to be fully a part of 
Australia." 

In between the two, there already 
seems to be some consensus of opin¬ 


ions. A surprising number of people 
and groups seem to feel that it is - 
time for Norfolk to make the de¬ 
cisions about how money raised on 
the island should be spent; time for 
the island to take more responsibi¬ 
lity for its own affairs -- without 
giving up a close and cordial rela¬ 
tionship with Australia. 

Council's thoughts on the future 
are very much along those lines, 
backed by a 7-2 majority vote, 
with one councillor dissenting off 
to the left, and another dissenting 
off to the right. 

Maybe Norfolk is on the beam. 

Sir John Nimmo said when he was 
here scouting in February that he 
hoped he could find some consen¬ 
sus of opinion on the island. It 
seemed too much to hope for at the 
time, but if the Royal Commission 
brings out a widespread ground for 
agreement among the people who 
live on Norfolk it will have been 
a service to us all. 





Norfolk Island's situation is consid¬ 
ered to bp unique, and the Council’s 
submission to the Royal Commission 
sets out to plead a case for special 
consideration for a system of 
government to preserve that unique 
character and the most desirable way 
of life experienced by those who 
reside on the Island, and for tourist 
alike. Little significance is attached 
to extravagance and opulence, and 
the incidence of outstanding debt is 
small. The residents live at a 
comfortable standard without the use 
of hire purchase and borrowing and 
therefore free of their social dis¬ 
advantages. There is no want and 
the existing local social services 
plus a strong community involve¬ 
ment, provide the needs of the aged 
whilst still allowing them to maintain 
their dignity and independence.'£lt 
is granted there will be a need to re¬ 
look at these services and any new 
system should encompass a new range 
of benefits. 

Norfolk Island being located 1,500 
KM from Australia with a small 
population of about 1,600 people relies 
on air transport and a shipping service 
which operates under restrictive 
conditions. Progressively a system 
to accommodate these conditions has 
evolved and is proving adequate but 
expensive. 

Inflation in Australia, coupled with 
high freight rates, places great 
responsibility on the private sector to 
establish wagd levels commensurate 
with rising costs. This is being done, 
and, so far, the community has not 
suffered the high rise of costs as in 
the Australian system. If Norfolk 
Island was to be completely absorbed 
Into the Australian system, it is felt 
that this would affect the restraint of 
the private sector and would tend 
to inhibit the self-generated economy 
of the Island. By including Norfolk 
Island totally in the Australian 
system, the cc.-t to the Australian 
tax payer could be high, relatively 
speaking, as the present conditions 
and self-discipline, evident in our 
small community, could be expected 
to dissipate and the Island could 
become almost dependent on a 
welfare state. 

THE PRESENT ECONOMY 

The economic system which exists 
oh Norfolk Island today is one 
developed and generated by past 
Australian Governments, Admini¬ 
strators, Norfolk Island Councils and 
the enterprise of the people living on 
the Island. It has been, overall, a 
success in a sense for in a little better 
than a decade t‘;e trend of Austral ian 
^ Government financial support has 
been reversed progressively. During 
the last decade the Australian 
Government's financial 
support has been continuously reduced 
as. a proportion of the total public 
revenue. Norfolk Island now provides 
, 90 °lo of its total public revenue. The 
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shows this trend annually since 1960-61. 

The Island, besides providing for its 
residents' needs, provides out of its 
own self-generated income -- 

1. Education, health, roads, 
electrical, lighterage services and 
equipment, social services and other 
services to Australian Government 
personnel and their families who 
operate Meteorological Bureau, 
Department of Transport, Ionospheric 
Station and Australian Banks. 

2. Salaries for the Administration 
personnel necessary to maintain the 
form of government and public 
service that exists on the Island, 
plus some maintenance for :’.e 
restoration of historical buildings 
and communications to Canberra. 
ROYAL COMMISSION TERMS OF 

“REFERENCE . 

In respect of Question 1 the future 
status of Norfolk Island and its 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, Council is of the opinion that 
the future status of Norfolk Island 
should be that of a Territory and 
its constitutional relationship to 
Australia should be such that the 
Island has a form of self-government; 
in short Norfolk Island should become 
a self-governing territory of Australia 
to the degree which will he developed 
further in this submission. 

In respect of the second Question as 
to the most appropriate form of 
Administration for Norfolk Island if 
its constitutional position were 
changed, Council has already pro¬ 
posed that the constitutional 
position should be changed to that 
of a self-governing Territory. The 
type of Administration envisaged 
for Norfolk Island in this case is set 
out in the organisation diagram 
attached as Appendix ”B" to this 
submission. The Norfolk Island 
Council would become an executive 
body administering all those 
activities which at present are 
carried out by the Administrator. 

This would be achieved through an 
executive officer who would. In 
effect, manage the Island's 
affairs in a similar manner to the 
Administrator as at present. The 
Australian Government may, under 
such circumstances, elect to 
appoint a representative on Norfolk 
Island or may exercise its respon¬ 
sibility to the Island direct 
through a Minister or Ministers. 

The Norfolk Island Council 
would have the right to promulgate 
Ordinances, Regulations, and By- 
Laws required for the effective 
implementation of its executive ' 
authority. A power of veto to 
be defined by negotiation is 
envisaged as resting with the 
Australian Government in the case 
of Ordinances, and .perhaps with 
the Australian Government Rep¬ 
resentative in the case of By-Laws. 

It is further envisaged that the 
present detailed Ordinances for 
Norfolk Island, which are 


i, t nd habiting to prompt 

introduction or amendment of 
legislation, should be re-drafted 
to accommodate the degree and 
timely-introduction of executive 
authority Council seeks. 

In reference to point (a) of the 
Terms of Reference to take into 
account, namely, the Interests 
of the Norfolk Island residents. 

Council submits that, difficult 
though they are to define, the 
interests of the Norfolk Island 
resident, Pitcairn descendant and 
mainlander alike, include the 
preservation of the Island's rural 
atmosphere, its indigenous flora and 
fauna and the unhurried, but never- 
the-less friendly, community- 
orientated way of life which is so 
evident, that it has become a 
major tourist attraction point. This 
factor is directed related to the Term 
of Reference (h), dealing with 
conditions of permanent entry into 
the Island, which will be dealt with 
separately in this submission. These 
interests, in the opinion of the 
Council, could only be preserved if 
Council’s executive authority extends 
to local control over development 
planning for the Island and over an 
immigration policy and programme, 
both backed by adequate local 
legislation. 

Terms of Reference (b) - Council's 
attitude is that the dignity and sense- 
of-belonging of the descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers should not, with 
the passage of time be eroded away, 
as has happened in so many other 
communities where the indigenous 
people have become minorities-in 
some cases subservient to the new-< 
comers. Council h unable to resolve 
as to whether these historical rights 
of the Pitcairn settlers could best be 
preserved by a permanent number of 
reservations on Council but would 
ask the Commission to consider this 
factor. Another possibility that the 
Council would ask the Commission 
to consider is the establishment of a 
Pitcairn descendants section within 
the administration responsible for 
advising the local government on 
appropriate courses of action to 
preserve these historical rights and 
cultures. 

In respect of Norfolk’s legal 
position with Australia raised in Term 
of Reference (c). Council does not , 
wish to make any representation 
on this matter to the Royal Commission 
but awaits the recommendations of 
the Royal Commission with interest, 
and advises that if the majority of 
Norfolk Island residents at the time 
indicate to. the Council that the 
Commission's findings are contrary 
to their wishes then Council would^ 
support this matter being broughit'up s 
in the form of a referendum, pro- i 
viding valid argument was estab- ■ 
lished that the stated legal position 

was considered detrimental to the . 

society and the peace, order and 
good government of Norfolk Island. 



It can be stated for the record that 
there are differing opinions within 
Council as to Norfolk Island's legal 
position vis-a-vis Australia. 

Term of Reference (d) deals with 
the present and probable economy 
of Norfolk Island. The topography 
and geography of Norfolk Island has 
not been conducive to any form of 
past, long-term viable economy. 

The present economy relies on 
overseas tourists whose presence on 
the Island is all-pervasive financially 
in both the private and public sector. 
Council considers it essential to the 
future, financial viability of the , 
Island that the tourist industry be 
encouraged and enhanced up to the 
tourist population stated in the 
development plan current at the 
time. At the same time those 
interests of Norfolk island residents 
as referred previously when present¬ 
ing Council's attitude in respect of 
Term of Reference (a) must also be 
preserved. 

Council also recommends to the 
Commission that Terms of Reference 
(a) and (h) will both be well served 
by a greater effort of the local work 
output being re-directed to farming 
ana agricultural pursuits. Council 
also subscribes to a policy of 
diversification, possibly as a buffer 
to the instability that can be expected 
in the tourist industry, by the 
encouragement of light industries and 
home industries of the type which do 
not produce pollution effects. The 
philatelic image and popularity of 
Norfolk Island must also be preserved. 

Term of Reference (e) - Council 
considers that, in pursuance with its 
overall proposition for Self-governmeni 
and financial control over all monies 
raised through the Island’s resources, 
the responsibility for social security, 
education, health, compensation and 
other benefits as decided by the 
Council should be provided for by 
Island public funds at levels adequate 
to meet the assessed Norfolk Is land 
requirements. The Commission is 
reminded that whilst there is a 
substantial portion of the Island's 
total population holding Australian 
citizenship, including those born on 
Norfolk Island, there are also a 
significant number of residents on 
Norfolk Island, both permanent and 
otherwise, who hold citizenship of 
other countries; all are on the Island 
of their own accord and freewill. As 
pointed out in Council's opening 
remarks, it sets out to plead a case 
of special consideration for a system 
of government to preserve the unique 
and most desirable way of life 
experienced by those who reside on 
the Island, and whilst Council would 
wish to provide local levels similar 
to those provided for Australian 
citizens within Australia, it considers 
that the local benefits should be 
related to local requirements which in 
some cases, it is appreciated, may 
even need to be higher than those 


enjoyed by other Australian citizens. 

In respect of Term of Reference 
(f) the capacity of the Island to pay 
for the provision of the benefits will 
depend on the economic viability of 
the Island at the time and the Council 
would need to use its executive 
authority to impress people to pay. 
Council is aware that there are un¬ 
tapped resources on the Island which 
it believes would provide sufficient 
additional income through local 
taxation or other imposts adquate for 
the provision of these benefits. 

Council has already adopted a 
compulsory accident compensation 
scheme which bears on some aspects 
of this term of reference. 

In respect of Term of Reference (g) 
Council as a body is not able to 
contribute to this part of the inquiry, 
nor does it at this juncture seek to 
make any recommendations. 

In respect of Term of Reference (h) 
Counc ; l has already endorsed 
legislation aimed at controlling 
inter alia, the resident population, 
the optimum tourist population, 
approved number of tourist beds, the 
number of hire cars. These figures 
were arrived at after consideration of 
the demographic report of Professor 
Butland. Council is conscious and 
cognisant of the fact that a substantial 
Island born community and their 
progeny live overseas; These Norfolk 
Island expatriates have a birth right to 
return to Norfolk Island should they 
desire to do so, and, in fact, several 
families numbering about 40 persons 
have returned permanently to the 
Island in under a year. Council is 
unanimous in its recommendation to 
the Commission that the permanent 
entry intc Norfolk Island should be 
rigidly controlled, in accordance with 
legislation initiated by the elected 
representatives of the Norfolk Island 
community, namely, the Council, 
from time to time. 

In respect of Term of Reference (i) 
and indeed (j) a simple answer is that 
there is a need for both adequate 
communications and for law enforce¬ 
ment and judicial machinery. Dealing 
with transportation as a form of 
communication Council has already 
in this submission stated the absolute 
need for the maintenance of a viable 
tourist industry. Council has also 
supported a Department of the Capital 
Territory Environmental Impact 
Statement on the upgrading of the 
Norfolk Island Airport to jet standards 
with provisos relative to control of 
air activity, the number of tourists 
to be carried as air passengers and the 
preservation of stated ecological 
factors. Council has already been 
informed by the Department of 
Transport that the Norfolk Island Air¬ 
port is clarified as an international 
aerodrome and would envisage that 
its operation and maintenance would 
continue to be an Australian Govern¬ 
ment responsibility. 

The Island has excellent cablegram 


and telephone communications, radio 
reception from Australia and elsewhere 
is enjoyed, medical evacuation to 
both Australia and New Zealand is on a 
prompt and efficient basis facilitated 
by direct arrangements between the 
Administration and the air forces of 
Australia and New Zealand. Council 
would emphasise that the same balance 
in improving communications must be 
exercised as in the case of. change 
elsewhere on the Isiand to ensure that 
the end product is what is required and 
that it would not alter the character of 
the Island or its way of life. Another 
factor relative to communication, in 
the broad sense of human communication 
between Australia and Norfolk Island 
(and with New Zealand), is the 
maintenance of a two-way system of 
non-visa regulations: residents of both 
countries should have guaranteed right 
of entry into each. The Commission’s 
attention is drawn to the fact that it is 
anticipated that students and .young 
people from the Island would continue 
to go to Australia to pursue their 
secondary education, attend tertiary 
education, and undertake Apprentice¬ 
ships and trade qualifications, as under 
the present arrangements. 

Council has already stated in respect 
of Term of Reference (j) an axiomatic 
need for adequate law enforcement and 
judicial machinery, and, under its 
proposed form of self-government as an 
Australian Territory, a continuance of 
the present courts and staffing and 
administration thereof is envisaged - 
although Council would be looking to 
some remodelling of the Court of Petty 
Sessions with a view to added functions 
to that. Court. 

In conclusion Council wishes to inform 
the Royal Commission that the foregoing 
Council Submission has been arrived at 
by the democratic process of debate in 
accordance with Part V Section 55(3) of 
the Norfolk Island Council Ordinance 
1960-72 in that questions arising at a 
meeting of the Council shall be 
decided by a majority of the votes 
of members of the Council present 
and voting. 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT GRANT, 
TOTAL N.I. PUBLIC REVENUE, and 
7c CONTRIBUTED BY AUST. GRANT 
(Years ended June 30) 

Aust. Total N.I. 

Grant Revenue 


•61 

£32, 000 

£108,837 

‘29.40<51 

'62 

" 

108 , 400 

29.527c 

*63 


98, 469 

32.507: 

•64 

33,700 

115,787 

29.117: 

’65 

33, 400 

122, 000 

27.387: 

•66 

$66, 000 

$406,167 

16.257: 

'67 


396,788 

16.637c 

’68 


425,269 

15.527 

*69 

65, 919 

578, 948 

11.397c 

•70 

66, 000 

598, 653 

11.037c 

•71 

" 

671, 009 

9.847c 

’72 


748,923 

8.817c 

•73 

120, 000 

873, 988 

13.737c 

•74 


1, 036.942 

11.577c 

'75 

126, 000 

1.332.200 

9.467 

•76* 

” 

1,272,900 

9.907 


(*1976 figures estimated) 
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Friday Exchange Rates 


EXCHANGE RATES (Selling) 
11th July, 1975 


UK 

£E1 = $A 

.5962 

NZ 

$nz = $A 

L 0219 

FRANCE 

$A = (Francs) 

5.428 

H/KONG 

$A = $HK 

6.510 

JAPAN 

$A = Yen 

386. 95 

N’LANDS 

$A = (Florins) 

3.267 

SWITZ’D 

$A = (S. Francs) 3.355 

W. GERMANY$A= (D'mks) 

3.160 

FUI 

$A = $F 

1.0576 

USA 

$A = $US 

1.3160 

NOUMEA 

$A = CFP Frs. 

98.778 


NEW GUINEA PAR. 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank). 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Syd. Akl. A hi Bje. Bne . 
M - - 10.30 11.30 - 

T. 

W 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

T - - - - 2.00 - 

F - - 10.30 11.30 - 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 


Govt GztteDigst 


No. 31 10/7/75 

LOCAL MAGISTRATES confirmed 
by Minister: F. W. Jowett, K.J. 
Nobbs, G.H. Olsson, E.B. Reed, 

Ross Reynolds. 

OCCASIONAL laborer wanted at 
Bond, $2.06 per hour. 

INSURANCE proposals on liquor 
stocks close 29/7/75. 

SOUTH PACIFIC Hotel will ask 
that Stephen McMullen be named 
Licensee. 

GARTLAND Ltd. to be wound up. 

AIR NORFOLK partnership says it 
did not sell its name. 

ANNUAL REPORT error; 
Administrator's term began 14/8/72, 
not '73. 

UNREGISTERED guns may be 
registered without penalty to 31/7/75. 



Wouldn’t it be nice 
to have more like her 

A FEW BURNT PINE shops 
experienced a bright spot in 
generally flat trading last week 
when a woman doctor visiting 
from Melbourne discovered 
cheques drawn on her bank at 
home would be honoured here. 

"I didn't know quite what the 
status of Norfolk Island was when 
I booked to come here," she 
said. "I wasn't sure whether 
Australian currency was accepted, 
so I brought a few hundred dollars 
In travellers cheques. 

"I had no idea there was duty¬ 
free shopping on the Island until 
someone mentioned it on the 
plane coming over. 

"With all the rainy weather I 
soon spent the travellers cheques. 
Then I found the shops would 
accept my personal cheques. 

"There is some very good 
shopping here. Opals are good 
and low priced. And I found some 
Mexican leather that is actually 
cheaper than I paid in Mexico 
City last year. 

"I rarely have a chance to just 
go shopping, but I certainly 
did on Norfolk”. 

Happily bringing one souvenir, 
knick-knack, gem and piece of 
jewellery after another out of 
her new Mexican purse, she was 
like a child on Christmas, as 
were smiling shopkeepers up and 
down Tay lors Road. 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

BURNS PHILP & Co., Norfolk agents 
for Air New Zealand and for Qan-' 
tas, report that 1773 kilograms of 
air cargo were in store and awai¬ 
ting uplift to Norfolk last Friday. 

While this is an increase of 1451 
kilos over the backlog reported a 
week earlier, current Sydney-Nor- 
folk flights are not carrying full 
passenger loads, and 800-900 Kg 
of cargo can be accommodated in 
most of them. Air deliveries from 
Australia should therefore continue 
to be prompt. 

No telex signal had been received 
from Air New Zealand's Auckland 
cargo base, but Burns Philp believe 
the backlog position there is also 
light, and deliveries good. 


"PROBABLY MANY SCHEMES" 
RODGERS TELLS ROY.COM. 

Company revenue accounted for 
$197, 000 in the financial year 1974-75, 
according to figures produced by the 
Norfolk Island Registrar of Companies, 
Mr. David Rodgers. 

But this figure included $109,675 
which was due the previous year. 

Mr.Rodgers gave the figures in 
evidence before the Royal Comm¬ 
ission into Norfolk Island. 

He said 155 court actions had been 
brought against companies or their 
directors in the court of Petty 
Sessions involving returns. 

About 200 letters had been received 
from various countries, including 
Canada, inquiring about the 
formation of a company on Norfolk. 

Mr. Justice Nimmo inquired whether 
any people involved in company 
registration ever came to Norfolk 
Island. 

It seemed at one stage that every 
person coming off the aircraft was' 
wearing a black bowler hat and 
carrying a brief case, Mr. Rodgers 
replied. 

Companies were still being formed, 

Mr. Rodgers said. 

The first company was registered in 
1932. Until 1963, only seven com¬ 
panies were incorporated in Norfolk 
Island. 

However, in 1964, 16 companies 
were incorporated, and 15 of these 
were mainland companies. 

In the peak year, 1970, 382 
companies were incorporated, to 
give a total of 1354 companies. 

In the financial year 1973-74 
new companies dropped to 102 for 
a total of 1294 companies. 

Last year, ending June 30, 21 
companies were formed, leaving 
1032 on the register, July 1st. 

"I was given to understand they 
were various types of schemes to 
minimize taxation" Mr. Rodgers 
said. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr. HampsenQ.C., asked how 
many different types of schemes 
were used. 

This was difficult to say, Mr. 

Rodgers replied. _ . 

"I was aware there were probably 
many different types of schemes" 
he said. 

There were not only tax 
minimisation schemes, but 
schemes involving probate and 
gift duties. 






Norfolk Importers 
please note that 
Voyage 51 of the 
C.C.C. Port de 
France now is set 
to include a 
Direct NZ - Norfolk 
trip, expected to 
arrive here 21st 
July. 

<&> 


"PORT de FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

Voyage 51 due depart Norfolk 13th July 
due arrive Auckland 16th July 
due depart Auckland 18th July 
due arrive Norfolk 21st July 
Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 5th August 
due arrive Norfolk 8th August 
due depart Norfolk 10th August 
due arrive Auckland 12th August 
due arrive Norfolk 17th August 

CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLANQjARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.l.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 





Norfolk 


"OFF THE ISLAND" 

(As promised, from time to time 
we will have recipes - and stories 
connected with them - from other 
parts of the world. This week we 
have a; column sent to us from Claire 
MacMurray of the United States. 

Claire was a columnist,foi 36 years 
and has written two best-selling books 
and a nationally broadcast radio show.) 

INSTEAD OF beginning a legend 
with "Once upon a time", the 
Aborigines of Australia say, "In the 
far-off time of dreaming." 

It seems a far off time -of dreaming 
when normal families in the U.S. 
expected a sumptuous Sunday dinner 
at noon, complete with a roast big 
enough to furnish left-overs for half 
the week. But that era ended, even 
before inflation came. Just when and 
why one family ended their part in it 
I shall tell you now. 

The ( ather was a choir director; 
the mother the organist for-a big 
church in Wilmington, Delaware. 

They had five children, -the oldest 
nine, all bright and busy. Except 
on Sundays, they enjoyed their lives. 

Sunday mornings were beyond des¬ 
cription. Up early to get everyone 
dressed and polished in time for 
Sunday School. Re-dressing the first- 
dressed who'd been fighting or mak¬ 
ing mud pies while the rest of the 
brood got ready; corralling them all 
plus the choir in time for the service, 
and then home again to check the 
roast and prepare all the rest of the 
feast. 

It was always later than their usual 
lunch, and everyone's blood sugar 
would get low and siblings would 
fight and scream and father's patience 
would show signs of fraying and 
mother would be just two jumps 
ahead of a fit and the fit gaining. 

Then came that last big Sunday 
banquet. All through it the four year 
old whined and wailed and wlmper- 
ed, "1 want a peanut butter sandwich! 

1 want a peanut butter sandwich!" 

It was a wonderful, liberating day 
for that family. From that week on 
their Sunday lunch was a sandwich 
meal. Hot with soup in winter. 

Salad or fruit in the summer. Ice 
cfeam cone. Milk. And the family 
loved, the change. 

I once heard a woman say that if 
she were running the universe she'd 
let everyone have a practice family 
before the permanent one. 

I thought it wouldn't work, be¬ 
cause each set would turn out to be un¬ 
like any you'd practiced on. But one 
thing we might learn - -to simplify 



our lives. To give each other the 
love and the liking and the interest¬ 
ed attention which is what we all 
need most. 

We might learn that the meanest 
thing one person can do is to "sacri¬ 
fice the best years.of life" to others. 

(As someone said, "You can tell the 
"others" by their haunted looks. ") 

How wonderful to have a family to 
love and enjoy! Don’t let the fun 
get lost in a clutter o'f busybodying. 

And here are Claire's suggestions 
for Sunday lunch. 

Cool Day: Hot tomato juice served 
in soup mugs. 

Toasted cheese sandwiches. 
Fruit and biscuits for 
dessert. 

Warm Day: Make your own sandwiches. 
Offer several kinds of 
bread with various spreads. 
Hard boiled eggs chopped 
and mixed with salad 
dressing; tuna with salad 
dressing,' sliced tomatoes, 
thin sliced onion, cheese 

For dessert - fruit (maybe 
oranges and bananas diced 
and mixed with cocoanut.) 
Biscuits, Oatmeal. Easy 
recipe below. 

1 cup flour 
{ cup white sugar 
1 cup brown sugar 
3 cups uncooked oatmeal 
3/4 cup vegetable oil 
1 egg (beaten slightly) 
i teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon salt 
\ cup water 

Dump ingredients. Mix well. Drop 
by spoonfuls.on greased cookie tin. 

Bake at 325 for about 10 minutes,. 

Add raisins if you have them, and/or 
preserved orange peel. To make 
preserved citrus peel: cook in boil¬ 
ing water for 5 minutes. Cook again 
in syrup made of 2 parts sugar to 1 
part water. Cook only until peel is 
preserved, not candied. Left-over 
syrup is great on ice cream or pike¬ 
lets; Peels can be cut with kitchen 
shears into raisin-sized bits. 


WOULD ANYONE know the author 
of - 

My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow in the sky. 

So it was when 1 began, 


IVI NG 


THE TOOTH MERCHANT 
by C. L. Sulzberger. 

THIS IS NOT a tale of travelling 
dentistry but a modern and sophisti¬ 
cated hybrid between the fairy-tale 
and the fantasy novel. There are 
quite enough gloomy and depressing 
books purporting to be true and which 
are totally unreadable as a result; 
so the chance of reading any tissue 
of first-class and amusing lies should 
be snapped up with avidity. Once 
beyond the nursery stage every in¬ 
telligent adult realises that one art¬ 
istic lie contains more veracity than 
any number of unimaginative truths; 
and thus "The Tooth Merchant" 
should be read by all those who are 
endeavouring to raise mendacity to 
a position of honour among the fine 
arts, and maybe even to hold up its 
head in equality with politics *.s an 
opiate for the masses. 

The hero, an unsuccessful Amer¬ 
ican spy, is on the run from the 
police of several Levantine states 
when, in a cave in trans-Caucasian 
Georgia, he meets a girl who is the 
sole guardian of the dragon's teeth 
of Cadmus, each one of which when 
sown in the earth springs up an armed 
man. Admittedly he springs up an 
hoplite who would have been the 
very flower of a Xenophonic army 
but is a bit outclassed by the inven¬ 
tion of steel, gunpowder, aeroplanes 
and every other military service 
developed since Jason rowed to 
Colchis ro steal the Golden Fleece. 
Still, with the thought that a bit of 
training can work wonders for even, 
or may be especially, the stupidest; 
our hero realises that in two leather 
sacks he has half a million instant 
mercenaries which he promptly 
touts around the world trying to sell 
them to the highest bidder. 

The themes of the book are his 
repeated and unsuccessful attempts 
to sell his dragon's teeth to Nasser, 
Grivas, Ben Gurion and as a last 
desperate gamble, Eisenhower. It 
would spoil the story to give away 
how the Americans finally cook his 
goose under the guile of an arms 
embargo, but if you want to find out 
get the book from the library where 
it will be when I get around to giv¬ 
ing it back. 

HENRY SMiTti 


So it is now I'm a man. 

So let it be when I grow old, 

Or let me die. 

. A reader has asked everyone she 
can think of but so far ..! . no luck. 



‘dars Norfolk ’ 


AT LUNCH THURSDAY the editor 
of the News asked the paper's proof¬ 
reader, editress of the "Norfolk Living" 
page and good friend of 30-odd years 
what she had accomplished during the 
morning. Instead of replying, she 
gave him a long, puzzled look, found 
a notepad and felt pen, and started 
writing. Herewith, her report. 

" Awakened at Tam by builder’s buzz 
saw and teeming rain. Set out to make 
rounds for News. Put on new fawn- 
colored velvet slacks and matching 
Jaeger sweater to look my best for 
day. Leap-frogging over dusty 
possessions which look abandoned by 
now, went through kitchen (which is 
like "no man's land" during World 
War 1) and tried to fix my true love 
a bit of breakfast over the one-burner 
camp stove in laundry. Fed cows and 
horse and brought in wet dog I o back 
hall (cat had gone to Pearsons for 
breakfast because it’s nicer there). 
Mixed up dog's kibbles with milk 
powder that wouldn't dissolve. Got 
nothing but a disbelieving look which 
clearly communicated "you don't 
expect me to eat these on a day 
like this do you?" So back to laun¬ 
dry to take eggs out of boiling water 
to find the gas had gone out. Start¬ 
ed again. Bread was frozen and no 
butter. Breakfast of sorts was finally 
presented to editor. I did washing up 
with rain pouring in from new wind¬ 
ows just put in under the rafters for 
which there isn’t any glass yet. At 
this point I shouted, "I want my 
Mum."' This brought snicker or two 
from builders. They don't know my 
Mother. She would say, "Honey, 
whatever made you move here?" and 
take to settee with the latest " House 
and Garden" . 

" With notebook, pen, camera, flash- 
cubes, and dressed for rain in trench- 
coat, canvas hat purchased from sur¬ 
plus store and big beach umbrella, I 
set out to make rounds. Wheeled 
Hondt( slowly through deep mud of 
driveway, opened and closed gate 
(cursing at my favorite gentleman 
for not having put in a cattle stop) 
shook off the rain and climbed back 
in. Slithering and slathering up 


Collins Head Road against a rushing 
stream of water that would have 
filled Lake Eyre in an hour or so, 
finally got onto the bitumen and let 
'er go. 

"Arrived at my first stop, and girl 
to be interviewed was ill. Out to 
stop number two on other side of island- 
road sign saying "impassable when 
wet”. Turned down small lane. Final¬ 
ly found house after three false tries. 

No one home. Left note. Back into 
car to call on Barbara Thebo to wel¬ 
come her back and try to get some 
Eastern Shore of Maryland recipes to 
share with readers. Knocked on all 
doors of Charlie Strauss'flats (not' 
knowing which one Barbara and 
Christine are in) but no one at home. 

By this time wind was increasing. 
Raining harder than ever. Drenched 
through trench coat, 1 hopped back 
into Honda and crept downhill at 
snail's pace, wiping windscreen with 
wet gloves to see out, and headed for 
another home on still another part of 
island for another interview. Only 
way to get there, I was told, was to 
drive up someone else's drive, get 
out of car and wal k down hill and 
over rock garden and up another hill. 
Found house but after knocking and 
calling and you-hooing, heard 
neighbor say, "off island for another 
week or so." 

"Thought I might as well call in 
at airport to check manifest to see if 
new part to old cookstove has arrived. 
Nope. Then to Phil Page's to get 
petrol. "Has he got you working too?" 
he asked. "Ever since I met him, " 

I replied. 

"Headed for BP Middlegate. Load¬ 
ed up car with groceries including a 
b3Q chicken anticipating that after¬ 
noon may be a repeat of morning. 

Did Collins Head sleigh ride in the 
mud right to gate. 

"Drenched and covered with mud. 
Carried in groceries, empty notebook 
and unused flashcubes and was met 
by angry cat. Obviously very slight¬ 
ed I thought he'd had enough break¬ 
fast at Pearsons. 

"Would like to make appoint! ent 
to see editor about pay rise." 











Tourist Guide & Map 
+‘This Week in Norfolk’ 


LIFT-OUT INCLUDED WITH THIS COPY 



BRIDE AND GROOM 
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’’She Talked Me Into 
It," He Says Tearfully 

JODIE AND .SEAN Williams were 
two of the dress§d-up youngsters 
at the fancy dress frolic Saturday. 
Story, more photos, inside. 

"ISUNDERS DON'T WANT 
BENEFIT S" - S IR JOHN 

SIR JOHN N1MMO gave the first 
indication of how he thought the 
Royal Commission evidence was 
pointing late last week. 

In a comment to witness Steve' 

Nobbs he said "the preponderance 
of evidence given before me to 
date is that (Norfolk Islanders) do 
not want the Australian Government 
social service benefits." 

Sir John said it was not his 
responsibility to recommend tax 
structures for the Island. "All I 
am asked to do is go into the 
question of the capacity and 
willingness of Norfolk Island 
people to pay tax if they want the 
Australian social service benefits." 

And so far in the hearings it 
seemed the benefits/tax 
combination wasn’t wanted, he said. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
A FURTHER INSTALMENT OF 


Royal Commission In Trouble 

|--—| WITNESSES SHYING OFF; 

EDITORIAL BROADCASTS CANCELLED 


O ui ntal 
^papers 


EDITORIAL 

IF THE ROYAL COMMISSION into 
^Norfolk’s future should be closed 
off prematurely-because it seemed 
' "there wasn’t enough evidence, ” 
it would be a black mark on the 
records of the men managing the 
Commission -- and a black day for 
Norfolk Island. 

It would be too late, then, for 
corrective action. If steps can be 
taken to breathe real life into the 
inquiry they need to be taken now* 

At the risk of offending many 
people for whom we .have’ true 
respect, the News has some blunt 
remarks to make. 

1.' It was a reassuring idea to ; 
have the inquiry as "informal and 
relaxed as possible. ” Because of 
the Australian Government decision 
to make the inquiry a Royal 
Commission, it has turned out to 
be anything but relaxed and 
(continucd on page 17) 

ship Radios for help 

AN INJURED CREWMAN was 
brought ashore to Norfolk Island 
following a radioed call for 
assistance from a New Zealand 
survey ship. 

The man was admitted to 
hospital where Dr. Henry Smith 
diagnosed two broken ribs. 

The man’s condition is reported 
to be satisfactory. 

The ship, via the OTC network 
warned the hospital that a crew 
member might need medical 
attention for his hand. 

That afternoon a call picked 
up by the Met office said a 
second man had been injured 
after a fall from a bunk. 

At 10 o’clock Saturday night, ^ 
a launch put but and the injured, 
man was lowered in a sling. 

Islanders manning the launch 
included Culla Graham, Uckob 
Douran, Joe Jenkins, and a 
police officer. 


THE ROYAL Commission is in 
trouble. V, '•••* 

A man who has taken part in the 
planning ofsevetal jtaysil 
Commissions told the News some 
weeks ago that what a Commission’s 
instructing solicitor dreads most is 
running out of witnesses! 

If several witnesses give evidence 
much shorter than expected, a gap 
can suddenly develop in the smooth 
flow of the hearings. 

That started happening last week 
on Norfolk. 

Mr. L. Dudley, the Commission’s 
secretary, last week broadcast an 
appeal that was repeated several 
times. "We appeal to you all to 
come forward and assist the 
Commission b.y providing your 
views as soon as possible, ” he 
said. "We are more than a little 
concerned that the evidence 
from the Island is not quite as full 
as we thought it would be." 

Plans to broadcast'the sitting? 
from today onward have been ' ; ''■■■ 

cancelled for fear the.flow of ' 
witnesses would further dry up. ■ ? 

The Administrator spent Several • 
days considering th^ pros and 
cons of broadcasting the ., I 
Commission. In the course of 
weighing the? idea, he spoke with 
several dozen people, formally 
and .informally. 

While one or‘two thought 
broadcasting might frighten 
possible witnesses, the great 
majority felt ft would be a public 
service and a help to the 
Commission to make ; VL-2--NI 
available. After talking with 
broadcasting officer Sylvia Ryves 
and Communiciations Officer 
Fred Jowett, among others, Mr. 
jPickerd; gave the,go-ahead 
r signal, i " 

The Norfolk I*lahd News 
>. reported last week that Sir John 
‘ Nimmrfwas <|pite willing to have 
• the healings broadcast. Following 
that report, a major intending 
fcpntinued on page 3) 




FIONA* "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume* jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last, 
Miltons had the lot,.«now we've got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home,,,he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line,,," 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot,. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday,,," 




MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






Ex-Magistrate Distressed by N.l. Law and Order 


COMMISSION IN TROUBLE 

(continued from page 1) _ 

witness told the News "I hope that 
doesn't happen. If it does, I 
won't testify. One thing I've 
learned about Norfolk is that there 
are some matters you just don't 
talk about if you know everyone 
is listening. “ 

Fred Jowett, installing wiring for 
the radio microphones on Saturday, 
said he had been told by a number 
of people that they had changed 
their minds about testifying 
because broadcasting was planned. 

The Commission staff obviously 
got the same reactions, and asked 
the Administrator to reverse his 
decision over the weekend. 

In the early June announcement 
of sitting dates. Sir John Nimmo 
told the Administrator that the plan 
was for hearings July 7th-25th, 

August 4th-22nd, and September 
lst-19th. 

The News understands that senior 
Commission members have already 
reached the conclusion that the 
September sitting will probably 
have to be cancelled. 


m ANNOUNCES JUDGES 

THE A & H SOCIETY has announced 
the names of two Australian experts 
who will act as judges in the Norfolk 
Show in October. 

The cattle judge this year will be 
Mr Duncan Glasgow, Deputy Director, 
Royal Agricultural Society. For 
equestrian events the judge will be 
Mr Ivan Martin of Scone N. S. W. 

Mrs. Martin is an expert needlework 
judge, and her services may also be 
utilised. 


NORFOLK Island Councillors on 
tour in Australia last week found 
the experience highly productive. 

They talked with local government 
officers and experts in Canberra, 
Melbourne and Sydney. Tours 
included the government of an old 
municipality, Coburg, and a newly- 
developing one with full town 
planning in effect, Diamond Valley. 

Garbage disposal, pre-schooling 
and community participation in ' 
local government were among many 
specific topics they examined. 
Executive arrangements for the tour 
had been made by the Department 
of the Capital Territory, and Mr. 

Bill Cerette of the Department's 
staff accompanied the group to 


Former Chief Magistrate Mr. 
Ernest. Startin-Field has bitterly 
attacked the state .of law and order 
on Norfolk Island. 

Sub-poenaed to give evidence 
before the Royal Commission into 
Norfolk Island, Mr. Startin-Field 
said last Friday he wrote to the 
Administrator in April expressing 
great disquiet. 

There was an urgent need for 
remedial measures, Mr. Startin- 
Field wrote to the Administrator. 

Only one police officer had been 
available for the last month. 

"I don't accept the suggestion 
that the Island is in the throes of a 
crime wave” he said. 

But serious crime was occurring 
more often than formerly. 

In March, the Court of Petty 
Sessions was convenedfor four 
regular sittings, with another five 
special sittings. 

On no occasion, was a court 
officer provided. 

Asa result, the police sergeant . 
acted as prosecutor, as court 
officer calling witnesses, and as 
general court factotum. 

"The Clerk of Courts was jumping 
up and down like a jack-in-the-box 
assisting him" Mr. Startin-Field 
wrote. 

Mr. Startin-Field listed for the 
Commission 12 duties entrusted to 
the police sergeant. 

These were: jailer, inspector of 
boarding houses, bailiff, registrar 
of dogs, truant officer, stock 
inspector, pound keeper, inspector 
of registered bulls, inspector of 
sale of food, inspector of 
slaughtering, and inspector of 


organise, handle communications 
and help with introductions and 
enquiries. 

A detailed report on the tour, 
which was paid fpr by a special 
Australian Treasury grant, will 
probably be presented at 
Council meeting in August, 

In Sydney Crs. Richard Bataille, 
Ab Bathie and Bill Blucher took 
the opportunity to visit Charlie 
Evans and Pastor John Sharp at 
Concord Hospital. Both of diem, 
and Peggy Evans, sent their 
fondest regards to friends at 
Norfolk. Both appeared to be 
getting fine care, and 
councillors said Concord is 
"everything that could be wished 
for in a hospital." 


weights and measures. 

On traffic, Mr. Startin-Field 
said : "Human life is endangered 
on every occasion on which one 
takes the road." 

Police completely lacked radio 
communication, and should be 
equipped with this. 

The police station should be manned 
during the day and some of the night, 
the then Chief Magistrate wrote. 

Deficiencies in law enforcement 
would have a serious effect on the up- - 
and-coming generation. 

"I regret the length and tenor of 
this letter" Mr. Startin-Field noted. 

He had sent a copy of the letter 
to Canberra. 

In the reply to the Commission, 
the Administrator acknowledged 
receiving Mr. Startin-Field's letter 
containing views on serious matters 
directly under the control of the 
Administrator. 

Reading between the lines, he 
could not disagree with the 
summary of the problems, the 
Administrator replied. 

Action of which Mr. Startin- 
Field was not aware had been taken. 

"My office door is always open 
to you" the Administrator wrote. 

Questioned by Counsel assisting 
the Commission, Mr. Startin-Field 
said the Island Chief Magistrate 
was not empowered to grant bail. 

. Bail applications were sent to 
Sydney, and returned in about 14 days. 

' In fact, prisoners were often released 
before the papers were returned. 

"Quite illegal, in my views" Mr. 
Startin-Field commented. 

On one occasion, Mr. Startin-Field 
told the commission a Government 
Minister had refused to carry out a 
judicial sentence. 

A man was sentenced to jail and 
should have gone to a New South 
Wales prison to serve the term. 

As a result, the man served his three 
month sentence on the Island, being 
taken home at night and picked up 
again next morning by police car, when 
he was locked in the cells or let out 
to do jobs like lawn mowing. 

In another case a lad with 32 
convictions was to be sent to the main¬ 
land for psychiatric treatment. 

"That lad lay in jail three months 
and two weeks, 24 hours a day befbre 
he was taken to the mainland" Mr. 
Startin-Field said. 

"He is now in prison. That was not 
intended." 

On the subject of alcohol, Mr. 
Startin-Field said: 

“Drink is a shocking problem on the 
Island. " 

This was specially so in the case of 
teenagers. 


Council Trip to Australia Was Highly Productive 
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Mil 1500 


Cushioned seat . . 
comfort for all kinds of jobs 


Rotary bfades . 
one of the very few tractors 
with heavy-duty rotary blades 


Tires , . . High-lug anti-slip 
tires for wet' fields 


Hyd r aulic lever .... easy implement control with hydraulic lever 


8-gear transmission . . . 

6 forward, 2 reverse speeds. 

6 PTO shift, inside a totally 
enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 


- Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealing 


17HP gasoline engine . . . 

fingertip starting 



On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a large tractor 
would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at ali. 
That's where the Hinomoto MB-1500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and light duty works. 

But it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
a small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a large tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling. 


Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be S225Q - - Terms Available 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 




Keeping Teenagers 
Out of Trouble 


TOURIST BOOM WILL NOT BUST, ACCOUNTANT SAYS 


Some kind of Norfolk Island youth 
council was needed to look after the 
interests of teenagers, according to 
technician Kenneth Ricky Quintal, 
35, 

"They are getting into trouble 
through boredom” Mr, Quintal 
told the Royal Commission. 

He would like to see a full-time 
youth councillor who could get 
down to teenagers’problems. 

Financial assistance could come 
from the Norfolk Council or the 
Government of Australia. 

"I don't mind where it comes 
from, as long as we get it" Mr. 
Quintal told the Commission. 

He would like to see some system 
established on the Island to care for 
young offenders. 

"I don't like the idea of young 
people being sent to Australia" he 
said. 

Counsel assisting the Commission 
, asked Mr. Quintal what got him 
interested in youth work. 

"I'm blasted if I know" said Mr. 
Quintal, amid laughter. "I just 
fell into it." 

The Youth Council had been formed 
approximately two months ago, and 
quite a lot of people had become 
involved. 

"Whether they will stick it, 1 don't 
know" he added. 

The Youth centre had faded out, 

Mr. Quintal believed. 

Last time he was in there, they had 
a trampoline, a mini-pool table and 
a table tennis table. 

"I wouldn't go myself" he said. 
"There's not enough equipment in 
there." 

He had attended a seminar in 
Canberra on youth work. 

Asked by Sir John Nimmo had he 
benefited from the seminar Mr. 
Quintal replied: "It seems to me 
some of the heads there should be 
the ones getting treatment." 


Tourism is the one Norfolk boom 
that won’t bust, 26-year-old Sydney 
born accountant Kevin P. Hooper 
maintains. 

If the boom subsides a little, it 
can be enlivened by increasing 
the present promotion spending of 
30 cents per tourist. 

With tourism now near its 
ceiling in numbers, the quality 
can be improved and agriculture 
boosted. 

These were among the points 
made in a lengthy submission 
to the Commission that won praise 
for its detailed research. 

Mr. Hooper told the 
Commission that Norfolk Island's 
taxation was far ahead of 
Australia's, judged by the recent 
Australian Asprey Report. 

The gist of the Asprey Report 
was that taxation should be 
shifted towards taxes on goods 
and services, rather than on 
income. 

Mr. Hooper wanted to see 
Norfolk win independence from 
Australia by steps charted 
carefully over the next ten to 
fifteen years. • 

Norfolk was just not part of 
Australia, Mr. Hooper insisted 
and should develop a two-house 
system of government to make 
its own laws. 

These should receive Royal 
Assent as a "seal of approval. " 

"The present system of 
arbitrary government of Norfolk 
Island would be happily ended, " 

Mr. Hooper said. 

Pitcairners should assert their 
traditional right; by voting 
Pitcairners into a ten man, three - 
year-term Legislative assembly, 
which would in turn elect a four 
man Cabinet or Council. 

The Council could provide 
subsidies for fencing, fertiliser, 


NEWS "MINI-ADS” 

arrange to have growers taught' 
how to use their land better. 

Planning and marketing of 

Wanted to Buy 

Cheap motor car, registered. 

Minimum rust. Contact Robin 

Smith at Torrie Glen. 

produce would avoid gluts. 

Additional revenue could 
come from a tourist 
accommodation levy of, say 
five percent (which would return 
$175, 000 this year) airport de¬ 
parture tax ($2) returning $38, 000, 
business licences of $50 ($10, 000), 
and a $5 charge for a six-month 

Carpenters - Laborers 

Wanted: Carpenters, $3.50 per hour; 
Laborers, $2.50 per hour. 

New Works Depot, New Cascade Rd. 

Position Vacant 

At the Milk Bar Ferny Lane for 
a responsible storeman. Good 
wages and benefits offered. 

• Please see Keith Jarvis or call 

2227. 

Public Notice 

From the 21st July, 1975 I will not be 
responsible for debts incurred in my 
name without my written consent. 

PETER J. CONNOLLY. 


employment permit. 

Mr. Hooper warned that the 
recommended Butland Report rate 
of increase would bring the 
permanent population to 2000 in 
1983, but 5400 by 2050, 75 years 
from now. i 

This would alienate 700 acres 
of rural land. 

Mr. Hooper said: "I would say 
the growth of the tourist industry,, 
once the number of tourists has 
increased to the optimum limit, 
being one of quality rather than 
quantity and I think at that stage, 
subject to harmony between the 
growers and accommodation and 
hotel proprietors, I think that 
there is an inevitable avenue for 
profitable growth in the primary 
sector." 

Sir John commented: "I would 
have thought so myself, Mr. 

Hooper. I find myself in complete 
accord with you." 

"It's just a matter of making it 
work out in practice, but it does 
seem to me very desirable that 
the hotels and other people who 
are entertaining and accomm¬ 
odating tourists should provide a 
market for local agricultural 
produce. 

Dancers, Puppets and 
Maybe Jazz at Rawson 

THE NEXT PRESENTATION by 
the Arts Council of Norfolk Island 
Will be The Dos Maravillas Spanish 
Dance Group at the Rawson Hall on 
Thursday 11th September. 

The Council also hopes to provide 
a special program for the Norfolk 
Island Central School on Friday 
September 12 th. 

In October the council has arranged 
^ program by the Griffiths Marionette 
theatre. It will be presented Octo¬ 
ber 23rd, with a proposed school 
performance the next day. 

Both groups are well known on the 
Australian Circuit. 

. President Ned Lenthall reports that 
piost members who completed the 
questionnaire regarding proposed 
workshops asked for painting and 
drawing. The committee has re¬ 
quested an instructor in that field. 
When dates are known they will be 
published. Workshops in other media 
Will be arranged when groups of 
approximately 15 or more request 
them. At this time, workshops are 
restricted to members of the Arts 
Council. 

The committee is also negotiat¬ 
ing with a seven piece jazz band 
for performances during October. 
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ABSENTEE LANDLORDS OWN 709 ACRES OF NORFOLK 


Absentee landlords held 709 acres 
of Norfolk Island, the Registrar of 
Lands,. Mr. Ivens Francois Buffett 
told the Royal Commission. 

Companies owned 246 acres, and 
the status of these companies wp,uld 
be indicated in a later submission. 

Of Norfolk's 84 thousand acres 
crown reserves accounted for 1722 
acres, and commons 50 acres. 

Mr. Buffett told the Commission 
that "prostitution" of the Family 
Clause of the land ordinance 
occurred from 1969 to 1973. 

Under the Land Subdivision 
Ordinance of 1967, he explained, 
a resident with relatives could 
subdivide land by transfer of portions 
to the relatives. 

"At that stage there were no 
restrictions on what the relatives 
could do with the land" Mr. Buffett 
said. 

"So-called land agents were 
coming into possession of fairly 
large areas. 

"Being resident Norfolk Islanders 
of Pitcairn lineage, what they did 
was to transfer land to their wive?, 
cousins or sons. 

"There was no restriction on the 
son, so he sold his portion." 

During the peak years of the land 
boom, Mr. Buffett said, about 1970 
to 1972, land was bringing up to 


$10, 000 an acre. 

When Sir John Nimmo asked if 
many Pitcairners had parted with 
their land, or some of it* Mr. 

Buffett said many had. 

Sir John said he would like to see 
how much Pitcairners' land had gone 
out of their hands in the last ten 
years. 

Mr. Buffett said in answer to a 
question by Counsel that he thought 
Torrens Title was most desirable. 


THIS WEEK'S WITNESSES 

Here are the witnesses scheduled 
f to appear before the Royal Commission 
I this week: 

| Monday: Phil Page, Alan Buffett, 
j Mrs. Mira Martin, B.T. Bates. 

| Tuesday: Dr. H.B. Smith, W.M. 

| Randall, David Buffett, Charles 
Menzies. 

Wednesday: Mrs. Merval Hoare, 
iG.G.F. Quintal, Ken Adams, Barry 
Christian. 

Thursday: Submission to be presented 
by Norfolk Island Council. 

Friday: J. Ryves, W.J. Lackey. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr. Hampson, said more people 
might be called, and it was hoped to 
announce the names of these add¬ 
itional witnesses the day before. 


Farm Made $412 p.a. 

Beef farming an area of 60 acres 
leased at $36.60 a year had grossed 
$3,300.15 in the eight years to 
1975, 80-year-old Herbert Summer- 
scales told the Royal Commission. 

That was $412.52 a year. 

Only half the land was iusable, and 
he was concerned by proposals to 
increase leases by 1000 per cent. 

"Over the years we have tried 
growing bean seed, potatoes, beans, 
vegetables and other crops" he said. 

But all these crops were seasonal. 
There was little between supply and 
oversupply, and none brought in a 
steady .income or enough to live on. 
"Here it's feast or famine. You 
have a lot or you have nothing." 

Dairying was dependent on 
having cheap labor available — 
for instance, family labor, and 
required a lot of capital. 

If the animal Quarantine Station 
had gone ahead, Mr. Summercales 
said, the demand for produce would 
have enabled many Islanders to 
return to the land. 

Mr. Summerscales said he had . 
lived on Norfolk Island for 26 years, 
and his son Peter, 44, helped him 
work the lease. 

Fencing costs were now terrific, 
and at present fence posts were 
unobtainable. 


LUNCH AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 


•Jfr The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk’s premier hotel... 
•X* Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only $1.50 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeifie 


telephone 2166 


Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 
^ ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 
and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 
poultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or te 


MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - 9.30PM.THURSDAY BARBEQUE 7 - 9.30PM 
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Commissioner Commends Wives & Mothers Club 


The Royal Commissioner, Sir 
John Nimmo, congratulated the 
Norfolk Island Wives and Mothers 
Club on their activities. 

"I would like to compliment the 
Club on the fine work it is doing" 
Sir John said. 


"I hope you get your building soon” 
he added. 

The club president, Mrs. Jan 
Christian had told Sir John Nimmo 
how a bank balance of $10, 000 had 
been raised towards the cost of the 
building. 


ABC? "NO!" SAYS POTTS 

Official Secretary Charles Ivens 
"Potts" Buffett has strongly con¬ 
demned suggestions that the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
take over Radio Norfolk. 

"Asa matter of fact, 1 would 
loath the idea" Mr. Buffett told 
the Royal Commission. 

Earlier, Mr. Buffett agreed with 
Counsel assisting the Commission 
that Radio Norfolk had grown like 
Topsy, using second-hand and 
donated equipment. 

The station had progressed from 
a ten minute broadcast of shipping 
information in 1952 to today's 
seven-day-a-week programs of 
the maximum nine hours a day 
permitted by the PMG licence. 

Mr. Buffett revealed that $16, 000 
had been budgeted for Radio 
Norfolk by the Admin for current 
financial year. 

This was twice as much as before. 
Asked why the Broadcasting Board 
appointed several years ago had never 
functioned, Mr. Buffett said he did 
not know. 

The Board had met on several 
occasions, but that was as far as it 
went. 

Counsel then suggested that the 
local radio news and current affairs 
programs could be greatly Improved 
if run by the ABC. 

Mr. Buffett said he didn’t think 
so. The station would be better 
operated locally, "not by the 
ABC, not by an outside body. " 

The Administrator was ultimately 
responsible for all programs 
broadcast, Mr. Buffett said. 



"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Proprietor and Editor. Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 

Editorial Contributors this issue Alice 
Howard, John Ryves, Michael 
Moran, Butch Quintal, Henry Smith. 

Type, Shelley Buffett and Jan Pear¬ 
son. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A14 p. a. posted to 
Australia, $A21 to New Zealand, 

$A25 elsewhere -- shortened if 
postage rates rise. 

Advertising rates on request. 

Letters and contributions are welcome 
but anonymous letters are not pr inted . 


Brian Nunn Speaks Of 
Nl's FRAGILE ECONOMY 

Norfolk's economy was fragile, 
according to Cambridge economist 
Bryan Nunn. 

Mr. Nunn told the Royal 
Commission into Norfolk Island that 
he had been here nearly four years. 

He told Sir John Nimmo he left 
England because he was disillusioned 
with the way things were going there. 

Tourism offered as sound a basis as 
any for the Island's economy, he said. 

But avenues existed for tourism to 
be supplementedi 

These included encouragement of 
food production. 

However, Mr. Nunn warned, "It’s 
not an easy Island in which to grow 
things." 

"I believe more could be done on 
the Island in helping to make it more 
practical and economical to grow 
things" he said, "by subsidy on those 
things that are necessary. 

"I am concerned that the Island 
sets about seeing how it can 
encourage vegetable growing." 

The limiring factor was water. 

Another possible industry might 
be the export of furniture made 
locally from Island timbers. 

On communications, Mr. Nunn 
suggested the Island would be better 
off with smaller planes arriving at 
one or two day intervals rather 
than big aircraft landing twice a 
week. 

Norfolk should have a degree of 
self-determination, Mr. Nunn 
suggested, as a self-governing 
territory within the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

"I don’t believe that Norfolk 
Island should seriously consider any 
form of complete independence," he 
said. 

Norfolk must remain closely linked 
with a major power. 

Of these, Australia was the natural 
choice, for historical, social and 
emotive ties, and for convenience. 

An elected Island Council should 
have the power to raise revenue by 
direct or indirect means. 

Australia should retain the right 
to veto Island laws harmful to 
Australian interests, Mr. Nunn told 
the Commission. 


But Carol Adams Says 
WAGES SHOULD BE MORE 

Norfolk Islanders should receive 
Australian award wages, Mrs. Carol 
L. Adams, 36, told the Royal 
Commission on behalf of herself and 
her husband George "Mac" Adams, 
47. 

Australian tax should be paid, and 
Australian benefits received. 

Norfolk Island workers should have 
the protection of the Trades and 
Labor Council, 

However, death and gift duties 
should not be imposed, as this would 
break up family landholdings. 

Pitcairners’ rights were more 
traditions, Mrs. Adams said, of 
generosity, gentleness and 
hospitality. 

This had caused Islanders to 
"make easy prey" for outsiders. 

There was no standardisation of 
wage structure at present, Mrs. 

Adams said. 

Counsel asked Mrs. Adams what 
girls working in the hotels were 
paid. 

Some were paid as little as $1.00 
an hour, Mrs. Adams said. Some 
had meals provided, some not. 

Other points made by Mrs. Adams*. 

- Health and Education: Australia 
should pay, and Norfolk Islanders 
should be eligible for the Medibank 
scheme. 

- Government: Norfolk to be a 
self-governing territory. 

- Council: Permanent residents 
only to vote. 

- Airport: "I don’t want to travel 
1000 miles in a two engined aircraft." 
They had lived on the Canberra 
airport, and noticed birds and 
animals were not affected by noise. 

- Quarantine Station: would have 
been good for the Island. 

- Population: numbers must be 
strictly controlled. 

- Entry: all Norfolk-born to have 
right of entry. Should not be based 
on wealth for others, but on 
availability of special skills. 

- Radio Norfolk: An'nouncers 
should be paid award wages, and if 
the Island cannot afford this, the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
should take the station on. 
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STEVE NQBBS: DANGER IS 
PUBLIC SERVICE GROWTH 


Times have Changed 
Completely, Don Adams 
tells the Commission 

Children were taught manners 
when he was young, 53-year-old 
Mr. Donald Daniel Adams told 
the Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island. 

Children were taught to work hard 
and to obey their parents, and to 
respect their elder?, recalled Mr. 
Adams, a public servant. 

"Norfolk Island should be inde¬ 
pendent and governed by the 
Norfolk Island people without any 
interference from Australia," 

Mr. Adams said. 

On social security, Mr. Adams 
said that Islanders looked after 
their own to the best of their 
ability. 

This was a much better 
arrangement than having outside 
interference. 

He objected to the idea of 
paying taxes to Australia. 

Asked about the efficiency of 
communications with the outside 
world, Mr. Adams replied: 

"Communications with the 
outside world means news of 
death and taxes, and Norfolk 
Island has all the communications 
it needs." 

Counsel assisting the Commission 
asked Mr. Adams if the younger 
generation were following the old 
ways. 

"I regret to say they are not” 

Mr. Adams answered. "The times 
have changed completely." 


STEPHEN NOBBS, 43, head of an 
island action group, told the Royal 
Commission that old island families 
had great faith in the traditional 
way things have been done. 

"The Pitcairn people prefer to 
leave things as they were after 
Queen Victoria gave them the 
Island, and not to run Ae risk of 
being fooled by any more words 
that they don't understand, " he 
said. 

He was worried about the number 
of people employed by the Admin. 

"The biggest danger to Norfolk 
Island at the moment is the 
public service and the way that 
its numbers are growing" he said. 

The Island group he represented 
was not opposed to paying Island 
taxes, Mr. Nobbs said. 

They agreed that Norfolk should 
be self-governing, with an 
executive officer replacing the 
Administrator. 

Mr. Nobbs felt that the Island 
urgently needed an experienced 
orchardist, and that land should 
be made available to such a man 
wishing to settle here. 

As a saw miller, he was worried 
that many Norfolk Pines he saw 
being milled were very often 
dying. 

He put this down to disease, and 
insect living under the li chen on 
pine bask, and encroachment by 
kikuyu grass, and would like to see 
research done. 


Judge and Barrister 
Pay Visits to Homes 
of Two Island Women 

The Royal Commission visited two 
Island dwellings on Monday after¬ 
noon — those of, 90-year-old Miss 
Helen Evelyn Buffett, and Mrs. 
Gladys Brook. 

Miss Buffett told the Judge, Sir 
John Nimmo, that she was happy 
with the submission prepared for 
her by Mr. N. H. McIntyre. 

This submission was read to the 
Royal Commission next day. 

In it. Miss Buffett said her grand¬ 
father had treasured a document, 
stamped with red wax and signed 
'Victoria R, ' granting him 50 
acres of land. 

"Often when resting he used to 
get it out and look at it" Miss 
Buffett recalled. 

She remembered well the 
evictions of Islanders from the 
houses in Quality Row, which 
happended when she was in her 
20s. • 

The Administrator at the time 
was a very stern man. 

He told the Islanders that they 
were not caring for the houses 
properly. If they did not sign a 
paper agreeing to look after them, 
they were evicted. 

Miss Buffett said that she 
understood the 'historical rights' 
of the Pitcairn descendants granted . 
by Queen Victoria were the right 
to the land and the right to make 
their own laws. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12,30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail fr; the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Poxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday; 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.'30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar. 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

' MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
. Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
! Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
: WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
. N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord, Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from '} 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the ttews^P . O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 fot each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph, office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLAC E 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree morj 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpe <)| 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Cover;; 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 








Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


Sensitive New AM Portable 


Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radiq for ex¬ 
clusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio features 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equipping 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superb sensi¬ 
tivity. You can select either Local or DX (Distance) mode fpr the 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptionally 
sharp selectivity is assured due to ceramic filter in the IF stage. 
The impressive 1.5-watt power output from the large speaker 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the more in¬ 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise engineer¬ 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performance for 
many years to come. 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on house¬ 
hold current.with the use of an optional AC power adaptor. 



Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 













Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond’s Hours 

.The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from.2 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at'the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a hit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


k Priority N.l. Need 

NdtfoUf'meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con- . 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

rw+nw 9.30-11.30 and ^Mon-fn 
UUL» lUi • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting: 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It’s small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its .costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p. ClBox 94. 


Norfolk Island News — Tourist Lift-Out 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians, Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating'by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just afrer. the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and 'difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest ' 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ." Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcome at 
N;l. Church Services 

• - CATHOLIC,- 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon, 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 


© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them dicing the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 IfLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

S BjipODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

ODCAI 7 nivc 7 on n (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN ( DA Yu ( *011 3111 TO y pm onlyfrom 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... Ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods,.. sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them,, .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every clay of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the Ships tem , may f em 

J J r The men who work it almost all have 


While you’re on Noffolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have beep 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The. broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land- 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew' 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert - 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to'handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
BushelLs Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k c gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal” jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 
times get*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how It got here. 



AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 


MUCH OF TONIGHT’S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING 









The Quintal Papers 


HERE IS A COPY of part of a letter 
from Rt. Hon Henry Labouchere to 
Governor Denison, written January 
21st, 1856, discussing details of 
how the Pitcairn community should 
be administered once it re-settled 
on Norfolk: 

"Sir, I have received your desptach 
No. 135 of 3rd. Sept last... 

It will also be proper, as you have 
suggested, to refuse to sell or grant 
lands in this small Island to any other 
than the race by which it is now 
inhabited, and to hold out as little 
encouragement as possible to the 
domestication there of any other 
races until the present experiment 
be fully tried. 

I leave it to you to determine 
whether any public officer must be 
sent amongst them, and if so, with 
what powers and in what capacity, 
for the superintendence of their 
affairs. At the moment of arrival 
it certainly may be expected to be 
indispensable that someone should 
be present with authority to regulate 
the disposition of land and of the 
other property on the Island, to 
guard against or settle disputes, and 
to give an answer to the numerous 
questions which cannot but arise in 
first occupying an entirely new 
territory. It would seem expedient 
that lots of not more than moderate 
dimensions should be assigned at 
first to the different families so as 
to avoid too rapid an appropriation 
of the limited surface of this small 
Island, and to keep a reserve for the 
further increase of the race. On 
this and other qiestions connected 
with the first reception and settle¬ 
ment of the new comers, you are in 
the best position to lay down general 
rules for the guidance of any officer 
by whom the operation is to be 
superintended. 

The course to be afterwards pursued 
in this respect I also leave, as I have 
above said to your discretion; but 
after these earliest arrangements 
are made, it will be satisfactory to 
me if I shall learn that you have 
found it safe and expedient to 
leave this people to the sole manage¬ 
ment of their own affairs, as has 
hitherto been the case in Pitcairn 
Island; sending however, occasionally 
some trustworthy person among them 
to report upon their condition. 

In conclusion, I will merely say 
that, from the interest which you are 
certain to take in their welfare, and 
which indeed, you have already 
manifested in the present measure, I 
feel that it must be necessary for me 
to recommend a population whose 
past history and conduct have so 
greatly excited the sympathy of the 
people of this country to your 


especial care and protection. 

I have sent a copy of this despatch 
to Sir H. Young, .desiring him, if 
there should be any delay in the 
arrival of the order in Council so that 
his legal power over the Island could 
not be formally put to an end to 
before the arrival of the Pitcairn 
people, to act in co-operation with 
yourself, and to ratify any steps 
which you may have taken." 


ALONG WITH letters and copies of 
documents much older, the Quintal 
Papers include a much-read copy of 
the report of the 1926 Royal Comm¬ 
ission into Norfolk Island affairs. 

Here is the concluding passage from 
the report, illustrating that Royal 
Commissions can produce firm 
recommendations, and bring changes 
to pass. 

"in the evidence reviewed in the 
preceding pages of this Report the 
justification for inquiry into the 
administrative affairs of Norfolk 
Island and complaints of the residents 
has been clearly established. As 
your Commissioner’s views are re¬ 
produced under each subject, it is 
not considered necessary to further 
enlarge upon them. 

2. To the record of the present 
Administrator has been placed his 
excellent work in the rehabilitation 
of public buildings; his efforts direct¬ 
ed to reafforestation, improved 
methods of agriculture, and the 
establishment of favorable markets 
for island products; his commendable 
asal in matters relating to improve¬ 
ment of stock; and his practical en¬ 
couragement in the ship-building 
and commercial enterprises recently 
undertaken by the-Islanders. 

3. It is, however, most unfortunate 
that the temperament of the present 
Administrator is not in harmony with 
the social and general atmosphere of 
this isolated community. The eviden¬ 
ce reveals that his tendency through¬ 
out has been to usurp the powers vest¬ 
ed in him for the protection of the 
people, and disregard the need of en¬ 
couraging sympathetic understanding 
and co-operation. Although in the 
earlier period of his regime he recog¬ 
nized the delicate position in which 
an Administrator is placed in hearing 
the differences of the Islanders be¬ 
fore they are stated in evidence 
before him by litigants, it is mani¬ 
fest that in the exercise of his judicial 
functions his conduct was distinctly 
combatant and quite inconsistent 
with the principles of justice. Apart 
from the strictly judicial duties of his 
office, it is regrettable that he acted 


upon uncorroborated statements de¬ 
rogatory to the inhabitants, statements 
which simple inquiry would have 
made clear to him were without bases 
in fact. 

4. Although officers possessing the 
qualifications and other requirements 
specified by the Administrator were 
appointed as vacancies occurred, the 
sworn statements indicate that his 
actions disturbed, 'if not destroyed, 
that esprit de corps so essential to the 
satisfactory administration of this 
remote Territory of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

5. It is patent that the views of 
the Administrator and those of the 
residents are so widely divergent that 
healthy co-operation is not possible, 
and after full consideration of the 
evidence, your Commissioner is 
forced to the conclusion that die 
interests of the Commonwealth and 

of Norfolk Island would best be served 
by the immediate withdrawal of the 
present Administrator in favour of 
one possessed of proved temperamen¬ 
tal suitability and a knowledge of 
community oversight and manage¬ 
ment. This conclusion is strength¬ 
ened by personal observations during 
a period of three months’ residence 
on the Island. 

SUGGESTIONS 

(a) That in the interests of the 
Commonwealth and Norfolk Island, 
the present Administrator be recalled 
without delay. 

(b) That in the appointment of 
future Administrators, where admin¬ 
istrative capacity of those under con¬ 
sideration is equal, preference be 
given to a man of legal training or 
one possessing sound knowledge of 
procedure combined with proved 
ability in the assessment of evidence, 
without, if possible, departing from 
the policy of the Government in its 
relation to returned soldiers. 

In future selections, due consider¬ 
ation to the psychology of the Nor¬ 
folk Islanders should be given; the 
temperament of a prospective Admin¬ 
istrator, if not compatible with, 
should be capable of ready adapt¬ 
ability to the social conditions of 
the Island. This applies with equal 
force to the appointee’s wife, who 
must necessarily at all time be in 
close association with the inhabitants, 
and whose moral influence upon the 
lives of the people is a factor to be 
seriously considered." 

( After expressing thanks for the 
co-operation he had received, 

Mr. Whysall said "Your Excellency’s 
Commission is returned herewith, " 
and that was the end of his report. 

The Administrator, Col. E. T. 

Leane, was recalled shortly afterward.) 
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Our object is to carry j 

Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS; 

+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN-' 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT; STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
, Ferny Lane 


I RECENTLY CAME across a re¬ 
cording of two works of what could 
be described as 'sociable' music, so 
agreeable, melodious and easy-going 
that I must recommend it. Both are 
by Franz Schubert; A Sonata for Piano 
and Arpeggione and a set of Varia ¬ 
tions for piano and flute on 'Trockne 
Blumen’ from Die schone Mullerin. 
They are performed on original in- 
struments which give a warm wash 
of authentic romantic tone colour, 
the delicacy intensely suggestive 
of pale dusk and summer month: 
(although written in the bitter win¬ 
ter months of 1824). 

"What is an Arpeggione?" I hear 
you cry. The following account of 
the instrument appears in the 
Allgemeine MusiRalishe Zeitung of 
30th April 1823, referring to the 
violin and guitar maker J.G. Stauffer 
and the details of an instrument 
"which he calls the Guitarre d'Amour, 
similar in form to normal guitars 
but larger.in compass, strung with 
covered and gut strings, which are 
not however plucked with the fingers 
but played with a bow. The beauty, 
richness and attractiveness of its 
tone approach that of the oboe in its 
high and the basset horn in its low 
register..." It has a fretted finger¬ 
board and 6 strings. The instrument 
used in this recording is from the 
Berlin Musical Instrument Museum 
and evokes the pleasant melancholy 
of the first movement splendidly. 

The piano tone in this recording 


captivated me most completely. It 
is reminiscent of chalk pastels of 
romantic reveries, an applicable 
analogy for the Arpeggione Sonata. 

The instrument is a 'Hammerflugel' 
by Brodmann, made in Vienna circa 
1810. 

The virtuoso treatment of the in¬ 
tense yet restrained 'Trockene Blumer' 
may perturb lovers of Schubert's 
song, but the Introduction is incom¬ 
parable. A different 'Hammerflugel* 
is used here: an 1838 "Conrad Graf/ 
Imperial and Royal Court Piano Maker/ 
Vienna". The tone is richer and more 
intense, less round and flutelike, more 
modern. It blends well with the 
bright 1830 concert flute (made of 
ebony with ivory mounts.) 

I can't avoid suspecting that the 
intimate nature and intention at' much 
chamber music is defeated and vio¬ 
lated by the colours of 20th century 
instruments at war with the coughing, 
wheezing and heaving thousands that 
frequent our vast concert halls. The 
grammophone has magical powers of 
suggestion if used selectively and 
with purpose. As dusk settles with 
reverence over the sea, place this 
platter, calm strenuous reasoning, 
lower the stylus, a delicate volume 
and I envy your fond imaginings at 
the slow close of day. 

ARCH1V ProdukUon 2533 175 Klaus 
Storck, Arpeggione - Haris-Martin 
Linde, Traversflote - Alfons Kontar- 
sky, Hammerflugel. 








WRONGi Commission Broadcasts 
have been cancelled. 


• EDITORIAL 

(continued from page 1) 
informal, by Norfolk standards. 

The Officers Quarters building 
may.be familiar, but it has an 
austere, correct atmosphere. 

When the Commissioner enters.or 
leaves, all stand in silence. When 
a visitor enters or leaves, he or 
she pauses at the head of the stairs, 
faces the Commissioner, and bows. 
The lack of black robes, and 
permission to remain seated while 
speaking, don't make the hearings 
"informal and relaxed." They are 
as stiff as a board. 

2. The senior barrister is trained 
and intelligent and he is applying 
himself attentively every minute he 
is in the chamber. But by Norfolk 
standards he is not helping to draw 
people out. He is acting like a 
prosecuting attorney. He gives one 
the impression that he knows a lot 
about Norfolk already and has formed 
pretty clear ideas about what is 
possible for the Island and what is 
impossible. Witnesses who have 
other ideas ■-- unless they can 
support them with statistics, charts, 
surveys, lists of names -- appear to 
be treated with disbelief, near¬ 
ridicule, disdain. When a witness 
expresses a notion that is inadequately 
thought through, and obviously has 
little that is concrete, to contribute, 
the senior barrister seldom leaves it 
at that; be edges the witness 

slowly out to the end of a lirhb in 
order to leave him dangling there. 

This may be winning procedure in 
a court room. In a subtle and 
difficult enquiry it is counter¬ 
productive. 

3. Mr. Dudley’s appeal for 
everyone to hurry down to Kingston 
and express opinions seems even more 
counter-productive. At the outset, 

Mr. Hampson said the Commission 
was .looking for opinions and for 
facts. Surprisingly, at the end of 
just two weeks, it would seem that 
nearly enough "opinions" have been 
expressed. It is time for facts -- and 
facts take time and effort to assemble. 
It may keep the Commission's 
calendar full to have everyone rush 

to the inquiry and tell about the good 
old days: but for the true purposes of 
the Royal Commission that would be, 
in the eloquent word of Elva Yager, 
bullshit. 

4. The Commission may be ' 
underestimating a couple of basic 
facts about Norfolk Island. One is 
that (except for some retired people 
of independent means) this is one of 
the hardest-working places in the 
world. Almost everybody has two, 
three or more occupations to tend to, 
gets up early, works late, and goes 

to bed stunned at how much more 
there is to do tomorrow. We cannot 


readily find time to assemble really 
well thought-out proposals quickly. 

We can do so, given time, but we 
can't be ready Tuesday. 

The other basic fact about Norfolk 
is that the Island has for years been 
kept politically impotent. There 
has been little purpose in discussing 
and refining political theories about 
the Island's government because 
Ministers and Administrators and 
Department desk men have just gone 
ahead and done things their own way 
anyway. In February this year we 
learned with interest that Sir John 
Nimmo was being appointed to come 
make an inquiry into Norfolk's 
future - - an inquiry in which he 
would use his skills to make the 
rounds of the Island to try to see if 
he could find a consensus of opinion. 

In May we learned with uncertainty 
that it was to be something radically 
different; a Royal Commission. In 
July we are suddenly told by the 
Commission’s secretary that "unless 
people come forward to inform the 
Royal Commission, the purpose will 
be frustrated and the cost incurred 
will be thrown away". 

5. With respect, the News suggests 
that the Commissioner and his staff 
reflect on the meaning of the word 
"inquire”. It is an active verb, not 
a passive verb. Her Majesty has 
given an order to Sir John, which he 
has accepted: "We require you as 
expeditiously as possible to make 
your inquiries ..." She did not say 
"We require you to receive such 
information as may be put to you..." 

The Commissioner acknowledged this 
in his opening remarks. "It is my 
duty" he said "to obtain all the 
information I can in order to perform 
the task the Governor-General has 
entrusted to me. ” 

While no one would compare a 
weekly newspaper with a Royal 
Commission, the News gets its 
content by making inquiries. If 
we sat at the end of Collins Head 
Rd. and expected people to 
bring in the news, the paper would 
never get printed. 

What can be done to get this 
inquriy moving as it should? Sir 
John and his associates will surely 
see better answers than the News 
does, but here are four suggestions. 

1. If the Commissioner believes 
(as we do) that he has heard nearly 
enough opinions, and that those 
opinions are surprisingly consistent, 
and that now more emphasis should 
be put on facts, he could help ' 
Norfolk a great deal by suggesting 
what sort of facts he wants. 

For example he could say "I 
believe Norfolk actually wishes a 
form of self-government, but I am 
uncertain how much Norfolk is 
competent to handle. I would 
appreciate having specific facts 


that show whether Norfolk under¬ 
stands what would be involved. 

Could you operate an adequate 
heal* department, including *e 
inspection and screening of 
medicines and diseases? Could 
you actually operate your airport 
safely?' Would you pass fair and 
just laws, or would you pass laws 
that discriminated against some 
individuals? Here is a list of 
twelve responsibilities *at good 
governments must meet. Please 
do your homework on them, I 
will come back September 1st, 
and I would like to hear what you 
have to say on jthese.specific points 
*en." 

2. The Commission should 
actively call witnesses, as it did 
Mr. Startin-Field. The News 
believes some of the soundest men 
and women in *e community are 
reluctant to push themselves 
forward because the Pitcairn - 
Norfolk tradition is to be modest. 

It is an admirable and Christian 
trait. It won't and shouldn't be 
changed by coaxing. We believe 
the Commission should say to such 
people, "We formally request you, 
unless you have good reasons not, 
to come let us ask you some 
questions." Despite sensationalised 
mainland press stories, Norfolk 
residents aren't mutinous. They 
have great respect for law and 
authority, and would respond 
dutifully to such a request. 

3. We *ink Mr. Hampson ought 
to change gears. He is intelligent, 
keen, has learned a tremendous 
amount already, and can do Norfolk , 
and the inquiry immense good, feut 
he is making people feel that unless 
they have a Cambridge degree in 
political science, they will be made 
to look fools and children. 

4. We think *e Commission 
staff should take a couple of days 
off, split up, go off to different 
parts of the Island, and *ink for a 
bit. Go to Anson Bay and watch 
the sun set. Go to Sydney Bay and 
wander among *e stones, looking 
for tiny shells or Polynesian cutting 
stones. Go to *e school, and watch 
*e kids play sports. Go watch Dale 
Christian fix his pump, or Ben 
Christian shoe a horse, or Arthur 
Maxwell bake bread. Go watch the 
sand blow on *e seaward side of 

*e cemetery. Watch *e terns 
wheel in the sky. Slow down a bit. 
This is a very different world from 
*at of Phillip Street. 

The important thing you are 
dealing with is not evidence, or a 
Royal Commission Report, or 
transcripts; you are dealing wi* 
Norfolk Island as it has been, is, 
and may be. The people of *e 
Island want to work with you, and 
(within the limits of what we are) 
will do everything to help. 
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JACK UUINTAL AGREES 
SELF-GOV'M'T NEEDED 

He was most concerned with 
retaining for his children and grand¬ 
children the Norfolk Island way of 
life as he knew it, said Mr. Hilton 
John "Jack" Quintal, 54. 

"The trouble which has developed 
in recent years is that Australia 
has been doing just what it likes", 

Mr. Quintal said, "without 
consulting the Norfolk Island people 
or considering their interests as 
distinct from Australia's wishes." 

Norfolk Island should be self- 
governing, he said maintaining 
friendship with Australia. 

He would not go as far as complete 
independence. 

Norfolk people were at least as well 
off as Australians in matters of 
social security. 

Australia should pay for its own 
representatives stationed here, but 
the Island should pay those people 
working directly for the Island 
community. 

The delay in Canberra in approving 
Island ordinances was harmful to 
the Island. 

After a building ordinance was 
passed, Mr. Quintal said, "Houses 
went up like mushrooms overnight." 

He felt that Island children did not 
have sufficient outlets for their 
energy, and there was not enough 
entertainment available for them. 

"ABSURD TO REFER TO 
CANBERRA" -LEO McCQY 

Taxi-owner Alfred Leopold 
McCoy, 56, told the Royal 
Commission that taxation was a 
really frightening word. 

He would not mind paying money 
into a local fund. 

"My main point is. to keep our 
friendliness with Australia, and to 
handle our own local revenue as we 
wish" Mr. McCoy said. 

Under the present system Canberra 
was so far away that it was out of 
touch with what was needed here. 

"It's absurd to have to refer to 
Canberra on local affairs" Mr. 

McCoy said. 

Norfolk was just about at its 
optimum population, as shown by, 
problems with water supply and 
sewerage. 

Trees were disappearing as 
building continued. 

Asked about subdivided land 
grants of a size which would not 
really support the owner, Mr. 

McCoy said: "It’s a real tangle 
now. ” 

But many people of Pitcaim 
descent still supported their 
right to divide their land among 
their children. 


Letters 


On the rear cover of your newspaper 
appear the words FIX NORFOLK STAMPS 
HERE. To Australia 11?!. To New 
Zealand 240. 

Now I find this puzzling. By air to 
Australia means a distance of 1000 
miles, to New Zealand 600 miles and 
when this postal rate was set both 
countries were served by the one 
Airline. Yet to New Zealand the cost 
is more than double. 

I investigated further. A standard 
size airmail letter to Australia costs 
100 for up to 500 grams, to New 
Zealand 150 for up to 10 grams. 

"We work on Australian rates" I 
was told at the Post Office. "Would 
a letter posted here and bearing an 
Australian stamp be accepted?" 

"NO. Nor would Norfolk Island 
stamps be accepted in Australia." 

There is a further anomaly. 
Aerogrammes, designed specifically 
to reduce weight and bulk for air 
freight, are elsewhere, cheaper to 
send than airmail letters. Not so 
on Norfolk Island. Try to send one 
to New Zealand and you find it will 
cost 200. Add the weight and bulk 
of an envelope and it becomes 150. 

Does-this make sense? Not to me. 

Why should we, who have our own 
postage stamps, be compelled to 
use Australian rates? We boast that 
this is the only place in the world 
where 10 stamps are still in use, so 
surely we do have a precedent in 
setting our own rates. 

I feel that those of us who 
correspond regularly with New 
Zealand are getting an unfair 
burden placed on us. 

MARGARET PITCHER. 


I'm eager to get the Norfolk 
Island News. 

I've been to Norfolk in Virginia 
and England and years ago I used to 
wear a Norfolk Jacket so those 
attributes plus the enclosed cheque 
for A$14 should get me a subscription 
to the only newspaper in the world 
without a telephone. Sir Warwick 

Fairfax says you're lucky.he 

says his phones are used mainly by 
female staff making dates, male 
staff making bets and most incoming 
calls are from friends pleading that 
no publicity be given to shop-lifting 
offenses by their children. 

WALTER B. PHILLIPS , 

Sydney. 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 

Syd. Syd. Akl. AH Bne. Bne . 

M - - 10.30 11.30 - 

T. 

W 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

T - - - - 2.00 - 

F - - - 10.30 .11.30 - 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

WHILE NO Telex on Sydney’s 
air cargo position was received by 
Burns Philp at the weekend, local 
staff calculated that flights last 
week had carried about 1800Kg, 
which would have taken care of 
the week-ago backlog but not 
shipments received for flight 
since then. This Wednesday’s 
plane will have three rows of 
seats removed for cargo stowage, 
and the position should be im¬ 
proved then. 

Auckland reports no backlag. 

Govt Gztfe Digst 

No. 32 17th July, 1975 

Royal Commission seeks more 
witnesses. Services of the 
instructing Solicitor (Mr. Crommelin) 
and two barristers (Messrs. Hampson QC 
and Gallop) available for assistance. 
Registration of Guns - Guns to be 
registered before 31st July, 1975. 
Stenographers - Temporary/Part time 
required by the Administration. 

Contact the Administrative Officer, 

Mr. David Buffett. 


APOLOGY 


The News would like to apologise 
to readers for the uneven contents 
of this and the past couple of issues. 
The Royal Commission has produced 
more interesting information than 
Norfolk gets in a month of Sundays. 
Roger Newman, perhaps the best 
sports writer in the Pacific, has been 
on holidays. Wendy McGuinness, 
our fearless social editress, had a 
wicked wog. This week because 
of more pressing news we'w 
abbreviated the business page. 

Hopefully Norfolk will soon 
return to normal and the News 
will be able to settle down again 
into a useful and comfortable 
weekly pattern. 

Not a static one, though. Coming 
soon: a great new column that 
will be especially enjoyed by family 
and friends overseas. Be sure to 
reserve your copy next week. 
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" I L E d e L U M ! E R E " 


Voy 


51 due depart 
due arrive 
Voy. 52 due depart 
due arrive 
due depart 
due arrive 
due depart 
due arrive 
due depart 
due arrive 
due depart 
due arrive 


Voy. 7 


Voy. 8 


Auckland 20th July 
Norfolk 22nd July 
Sydney 5th August 
Norfolk bth August 
Sydney 29th August 
Norfolk 3rd September 
Auckland bth September 
Norfolk 12th September 
Sydney 25th September 
Norfolk 30th September 
Auckland 7th October 
Norfolk 10th October 


In May a group of graziers on 
Norfolk presented a well-documen¬ 
ted case pointing out anomolies in 
the rate schedule for bulls and 
stallions being shipped here from 
Australia. 

It's nice to be able to report that 
the N. I. submission has been ack¬ 
nowledged and accepted, and re¬ 
vised rates are going into effect. 

With the "Port de France" having 
been ordered by French authorities 
to service Wallis aird Futuna Is. on 
a regular basis, C.C.C. have ar¬ 
ranged to put the 963-ton "He de 
Lumiere" back into Norfolk service. 
"Port de France” will be required 
for her new duties after Voyage 52 
and will be unable to make the 
Norfolk-Auckland-Norfolk journey 
planned for August. Our next di¬ 
rect voyage from New Zealand 
will therefore be with the "lie de 
Lumiere, ” expected to depart 
Auckland 9th September and arrive 
here 12 th September. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 



BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 

in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 



Social news 








Paul Muskett, 
Witch Doctor 


David Magri, 
Captain Hook 


THE FANCY DRESS FROLIC held 
in the Rawson Hall Saturday night 
was a phenomenal success, with 
almost every child on Norfolk under 
12 entering into the spirit of the 
occasion with the most ingenious of 
costumes, from the smallest to the 
tallest. The smallest of the 
contestants was probably Daniel 
Forsyth, aged 9 months who was 
wheeled around by his older 
brothers Tony and Jamie Mitchell, 
dressed as his hippie parents, while 
the tallest was undoubtably Paul 
Baming who entered as a clown on 
8 foot stilts. Paul’s handling of his 
sti Its would have made the most 
professional of clowns green with 
envy. He told me it had taken 
him years to learn to walk on them. 
There were some really hilarious 
costumes, a horse, a dragon, a 
letter box, a twenty cent piece, 
a mouth, a witch doctor, and many 
more. A special accolade to the 
Magri family who went as the Peter 
Pan Clan with David as Captain 
Hook, Christopher as Peter Pan, 
Susan as Tinkerbell and Gregory 
as Wendy, Allan Dyer who 
compered the whole thing, 
remarked that all the prettiest 
girls of the evening were boys, 

(he must have decided this after 
seeing Gregory). The Judges,. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pickerd, and Sir 
John and Lady Nimmo faced a 
very difficult task and can be 
heartily congratulated on their 
decisions. The children all 
enjoyed themselves hugely, as 
did the parents and onlookers. 


Sean & Stephen Goudie, 

& Tweedledee 

Debra Foote, 
Indian Princess 


Robert McCoy, 
Crusader 


Maxine Hobbins, 
Butterfly 


Norfol 


LIVING 


FIVE DAYS A WEEK Christine 
Sheridan is more plugged into the 
outside wrld than anyone else on 
Norfolk. As overseas operator for 
the O.T.C. her soft, melodic voice 
souhds particularly welcoming as 
she says, "Go ahead, Sydney." 

Christine, a very popular woman, 
has many talents. Friends say, 
"Everything she does, she does well. " 
She is particularly devoted to cook¬ 
ing and has had expert training in 
this field. She studied at Sydney 
Technical College (known in Sydney 
affectionately as "the Tech.") and 
taught cooking there in Darlinghurst 
for a couple of years full-time and 
then part-time. Mrs.Brell, preser’: 
head of the cookery school at Tech - 
(now called-liome Science) and 



Christine did their training together. 

Christine and her sister, Mrs. 

Baker McCoy (who is a nurse) spent 
their childhood on the Island and 
were taken to Sydney for their school¬ 
ing. Their Mother, married to Frank 
Christian, was a school teacher her¬ 


REFR1GERATED LEMON PIE 
Crumb Crust: 

lj/c. biscuit prumbs 
1/3 c. melted butter 
Press firmly into dish and chill. 
Filling: 

4 beaten egg yolks ) Combine 
\ c. sugar ) well and 

1/3 c. lemon juice ) cook in 

3 table, orange " ) double boil- 

{ teas, salt ) er till thick. 

1 table, gelatine ) Soften gel. in 

4 c. cold water ) cold water, 

add to mix. 

\ teas, orange rind ) Add to mix. 

| teas, lemon " ) Cool till par¬ 

tially set. 


\ c. sugar ) Gradually add 

4 egg whites, ) sugar to egg 
stiff beaten ) whites, beat 

till stiff. Fold 
into crust, 
chill & decor¬ 
ate with whip¬ 
ped cream. 

ORANGE SOUFFLE 
1 table, gelatine) Soak gelatine & 

1 c. water ) heat till dissolved. 

3 egg yolks ) Beat together till 
1 c. castor sug. ) very lighr& fluffy, 
then add cooling 
gelatine mixture, 
beating all time. 

Juice 1 Lemon ) Add to mixture^ 

” 1 Orange ) mix well. 

3 egg whites Add stiffly 

beaten egg 
whites to mix. 


good writing is being produced in the 
guise of science-fiction than most 
other forms. Science-fiction ranges 
from the incredibly, bad "little green 
men from Mars" type to the excell¬ 
ent, and it is in this latter category 
that Fred Hoyle's "The Molecule 
Men” falls. The best science- 
fiction is only a vehicle in which 
the author couches his arguments 
and displays his thoughts, and as a 
general rule the best specimens of 
the genre contain the least science. 

Fred Hoyle is an astronomer by pro 
fession and a writer by choice. He 
writes books on quasars and neutron 
stars with the same facility with 
which he produces science-fiction; 
and in this is a twentieth-century 
version of Dodgson-Carroll who al¬ 
ternately produced textbooks of 
algebra and "Alice in Wonderland". 

So one great advantage of Hoyle's 
writing is that you know the scien¬ 
tific basis of his novels will be fact¬ 
ually accurate, and that if the per¬ 
mutations and transformations seem 
way-out that actually experimental 
science has produced more way-out 
theories and experiments still. 

The "molecule men" of the title 
are beings able to transform their 
external characteristics, i.e. re¬ 
arrange their molecules, at will; 
and it is that given this initial pre¬ 
mise that their effect on modern 
society is observed. Thus the book 
is really sociology masquerading as 
science-fiction, and all the better 
for it. The book, obtainable from 
the library, is well worth reading 
for its own sake, and if in the pro¬ 
cess if transforms the reader into 
a Hoyle fan for life it will havfe more 
than fulfilled its purpose. 

HENRY SMITH. 


self. 

Christine has five children, 17, 15, 
14, 11 and 10, who must surely bene ■ 
fit from their ,* father's knowledge 
of good food. Her days are full but 
she still has time to take turns with 
her sister to milk two dairy cows. 
Settled back here for 11 years now 
she doesn’t ever want to leave. She 
loves the quietness and tranquility, 
of Norfolk. 

Christine has shared these two 
delightful recipes with us taking 
into account the availability of the 
outstanding citrus fruits at present. 


Pour into wetted mould, or 6 in¬ 
dividual moulds. 

Turn out when set, decorate with 
whipped cream and passionfruit if 
desired. 

THE MOLECULE MEN 
by Fred Hoyle 

LITERATURE TENDS TO be written 
in the common vehicle that is most 
popular at the time. In Shakespeare's 
day it was the blank verse play, (and 
how dull and unreadable most of them 
are), in Victorian England it was the 
three-volume novel, and today more 


MANY LETTERS AND visits from 
readers able to identify the author 
of "My Heart Leaps Up". 

(Incidentally, June Ryves was the 
one who loved the poem printed last 
week, and wanted to track down the 
author.) 

It was William Wordsworth (1770- 
1850). Selby Newbald passed on 
the additional information that our 
recent Administrator, General 
Wordsworth, was a direct descen¬ 
dant of William Wordsworth's 
brother. "The name was originally, 


PAGE TWENTY-ONE 


'Wadsworth* of that ilk-in Yorkshire," 
he says. 

We learned from Henry Smith, Joy 
Adams, Darcy & Alice Wentworth, 
Merval Hoare, Margaret Sanson and 
Dorothy Durley that there is more 
to the first verse of the poem. It 
goes on to say ..... 

"The Child is Father of the Man 
And I could wish my days to be 
Eound each to each by natural 
piety." 

And, from Helen McCoy - that, 
according to her authority, "Henry 
Wordsworth placed this poem de¬ 
servedly in the forefront of his collect¬ 
ive works for they express not only, 
as he intended, the continuity, but 
also the striking uniformity of his 
intellectual life." 

Helen also included some nice 
other things that we'll pass along 
soon. 

Thank you all! 

And an additional thanks to 
Mar garet Barning for this letter: 

"I suppose you have been inundated 
with the name of the author of the 
'Rainbow', William Wordsworth. 

"When 1 was at school, poetry was 
all the go, especially the English 
nature poets and I was amazed at 
poor Wordsworth not being known 
by any English speaking person. I 
must be'showing my age, I had 
better keep quiet that 1 can recite 
"Daffodils" as well. 

"You must have thought of the lines, 
seeing all the rainbows in Norfolk's 
skies lately. 

" I was reminded of another poem 
by Wordsworth, with a rainbow, 
this is the second stanza of "Ode on 
Intimations of Immortality from 
Recollections of Early Childhood". 
The poem is even longer than the 
title. 

The Rainbow comes and goes, 

And lovely is the rose; 

The moon doth with delight 
Look round her when the heavens 
are bare; 

Wqters on a starry night 
Are beautiful and fair; 

The sunshine is a glorious birth; 
But yet 1 fcnow, where'er I go 
That there hast pass'd away a 
glory from the earth. 

"You must read the lines aloud to 
get the full effect of their beauty." 


PHOTOSENSITISATION AND 
LANTANA POISONING . 

THESE ARE CONDITIONS in which 
the animal becomes abnormally 
sensitive to light, and as eating 
lantana is one of the causes of 
photosensitization, and treatment 
is the same, can be discussed under 
the same heading. Photosensitization 


is different from sunburn, in which 
the white or lightly pigmented skin of 
a normal animal becomes inflamed 
following overexposure to the sun. In 
sunburn, the development of lesions 
is delayed, while in photosensitization 
they develop very rapidly. The 
condition is best known in sheep and 
cattle, but can occur in any animal. 

The symptoms and signs of photo¬ 
sensitization are the same regardless 
of its cause - the animals are over 
sensitive to sunlight and seek shade, 
or, if this is not available, turn their 
backs to the sun. On the white or 
lightly pigmented areas of the skin, 
redness develops very rapidly, and is 
followed by swelling. If exposure 
to light is stopped at this stage, 
recovery occurs promptly. The 
earliest skin lesion consists of 
a discharge, or serum, appearing 
on the light areas, which coagulates 
on the hair. About this time also, 
the membranes of the nostrils 
and lips assume a violent inflamed 
appearance with beads of serous 
fluid on the surface. The teats 
may show signs of inflammation. 

The animal appears dull and 
keeps to the shade as much as 
possible and the appetite is 
decreased. As the ailment 
progresses the affected parts 
become harsher and drier and 
the skin of the udder may become 
involved similarly to the teats. 

If treatment is delayed the 
skin will eventually separate or 
peel from the underlying 
tissue and become dry and 
leathery. The raw surfaces 
become irritated and quickly 
turn septic, as the animal bites 
and rubs to relieve the irritation. 
Lantana poisoning produces scouring 
also. 

Treatment consists of providing 
relier from the irritation as much as 
possible. Firstly, get the animal 
into the shade or a shed. Secondly, 
paint the affected skin areas with 
triple dye, Massavox or some 
kaolin preparation to relieve the 
scouring (Massavox is particularly 
good, as it not only contains a 
sedative for the stomach, but also 
an antibiotic and electrolytes 
to replace those lost through 
scouring.) Make sure the animals' 
have access to water. Antihista¬ 
mines and corticosteroids are very 
helpful, with antibiotics to 
control infection. The greatest 
worry is liver damage, though 
after most toxic liver injuries 
adequate regeneration takes place 
and normal function is restored. 

Stress probably contributes to any 
deaths that may occur, as the animal 
becomes very agitated, shaking its 
head and kicking at its belly. 

JOHN RYVES. 


‘dars 


AT THE ROYAL Commission last 
week Elva Yager read out a writ¬ 
ten submission that had a lot to say 
about the way Norfolk used to be. 

We're pleased to be able to print 
it. 


ALL THE PITCAIRN settlers thought 
Queen Victoria had given Norfolk 
Island to them, and they all had big 
photographs of Queen Victoria in 
their homes. 

They were all very religious people- 
mostly Church of England. On Sun¬ 
days you could hear a pin drop and 
the people all tried to live up to 
their religious upbringing. It was 
very much a family life. After church 
on Sundays, her paternal grandmother 
used to invite all the parishioners for 
lunch. Because Mrs. Yager's father 
and grandfather worked for the Admin¬ 
istration cuttihg hardwood posts, her 
grandmother was one of the few who 
could afford a bag of sugar. After 
Sunday lunch, however, there was 
not a grain left as every person left 
with a brown paper bag of sugar. 

The Pitcairners motto was, "Do 
unto others as though you were the 
others". Also, "If anybody slaps you 
on the cheek, turn the other cheek - 
never hit them back". They believ¬ 
ed "children should be seen and not 
heard". 

The men used to go whaling and 
shark fishing. They used to sell the 
sharks' teeth and all the old gentle¬ 
men used tot&ear fob watches, and 
nearly all used to have tt(e top part 
of the shark’s tooth done in gold. 

They used to farm their land, sink 
wells and work the ships. Nobody was 
rich, yet nobody was poor because 
they owned the roof over their heads. 
They used to make jokes of the barter 
system. 

Liquor was used only for medicinal 
purposes. However, they started to 
make their own liquor just before the 
war broke out. The only time the 
majority of the old families made use 
of their rations was to get brandy for 
Christmas puddings. 

Nearly all the women could sew 
and bolts of cloth were bought from 
C.C.R. Nobbs. 

Formerly there was a Government 
doctor and dentist on the Island and 
the old residents received free treat- 
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ment. As she recalls, the'children 
were well and had all the medical 
and dental care that was necessary. 

After finishing school, some of the 
children stayed on the Island and 
others we;nt to Sydney or New Zealand, 
The boys generally would help on 
their father's farm and the girls would 
help in the home. Generally, they 
were large families. 

It is true that there was not jnuch 
money about but people had most 
things that they wanted, and if some¬ 
body had to go away, the Island 
people contributed to help them finan¬ 
cially. 

There was an elected executive 
Council to help the Administrator 
who was appointed from Australia. 

There was not much Court business. 
In the eyes of the old people it was a 
disgrace to be summonsed for any¬ 
thing, whether a debt or a misde¬ 
meanour. 

If Norfolk Islanders got back their 
executive powers of running their 
affairs and making the laws and 
collecting and spending die revenue 
of their own Island, this would solve 
most of the trouble which seems to 
have developed in things. 

Administrators and other officials 
appointed from Canberra generally 
have given the impression of wanting 
to lord it over the Island people. The 
Island people generally could not talk 
back and generally they did not want 
to talk back. 

She personally feels that it is a 
mistake for them to talk the Norfolk 
language instead of English. This is 
shown in the Council meetings. Some 
Councillors think in Norfolk and so d(^ 
not appear to be in the debate. This 
leads to a breakdown of understand¬ 
ing and often to rudeness and bad 
feeling. There is no doubt that if 
people talk Norfolk, the habit grows 
and before long they will be think¬ 
ing in Norfolk. 

It would be much better for Nor¬ 
folk Island to make its own laws and 
run its own affairs generally. Even 
town planning is wrong because it 
is based on Canberra thinking and 
not on Island thinking. The same 
applies to the Airport. Extensions 
might be good for Canberra and no 
good for Norfolk Island. Norfolk 
still has peace and quiet. Let us 
keep it that way. 

The Island community is cut in 


half. Children of Island parents join¬ 
ing the Administration staff become 
cut off from the Island community. 
•They lose their community spirit and 
seem to feel that with their secure 
jobs, they are alright and superior 
to their brothers and sisters. 

The Norfolk Island people, speak¬ 
ing generally, have worked hard and 
helped one another and gone without 
when they could not afford some¬ 
thing. They are best able to decide 
from time to time what will help to 
them going. Tourism is said 
to be the basis of the economy at 
present. The Island, by its elected 
representatives, will make the best 
of things from time to time. 

Nobody on Norfolk Island needs 
social services on the Australian patt- ' 
ern. Norfolk Islanders look after 
themselves and do not,.wait for the 
government to help them. Many 
own their own homes and this is a 
very big advantage. Often Austral¬ 
ians say that they would gladly swap 
with Island residents if they could - 
meaning that they feel that Island 
residents are better off than Austral¬ 
ians are. 

Island residents are in the habit of 
paying for what they get and will 
continue to provide to the best of 
their ability to this end. 

They would strongly object to pay¬ 
ment of taxation or other imposts to 
Australia, even if it were said that 
Australia would use the money to pay 
social services benefits to Islanders. 

Companies for Norfolk Island had 
been the "hen that laid the golden 
egg". They have been driven away 
by the Australian Government and the 
Administrator of the day, Air- 
Commodore Dalkin. Norfolk Island 
has lost the benefit and so has Austral¬ 
ia while places like Vila, Nauru, 
Tonga, Honiara and so on are reaping 
the benefits. It is not understood how 
the activities of Companies have been 
harmful to Australia or any other 
country. 

There are just about as many people 
on the Island permanently now as it 
can take and the line should be drawn 
to keep it that way. Once the safety 
line is passed, the Island cannot be 
put back to its pleasant condition 
which is attractive to visitors. 

Adequate communications are re¬ 
quired but at the present time, the 
main fault is in Canberra not letting 



the Island people know of laws passed 
by Canberra affecting Norfolk Island. 
This only causes ill feeling and shows 
that it would be better for the Island 
to develop into independence than 
• for matters to go on from bad to worse. 

The'elected Couhcil with respons¬ 
ibility for running Norfolk Island 
would be the body to attend to law 
enforcement and judicial machinery. 
With better feeling frofri self-govern¬ 
ment, it would probably not be .7 f 
necessary to worry unduly on these 
matters. To set up elaborate police 
measures and things like gaols and 
reformatories would be to step back 
to before the time when the people 
came here from Pitcairn. 

Dars Norfolk. 


"IT'S VERY HARD FOR AN Islander 
to prepare a written submission, " 

Elva says. "We aren't used to doing 
these things." 

The account we’ve reprinted is 
the result of her going down to the 
solicitors' office and talking with 
them for a short while, as a steno 
made notes. Her comments were 
then compiled into the statement 
that you've read, which she read to 
the Commissioner. 

"So far as Norfolk’s problems go, 
and what the Commission is sup¬ 
posed to be about, " says Elva, "all 
that is just a lot of rot. " 

Not that it isn’t true -- of course 
it is true. But it just doesn't have 
much to do with the real issues of 
Norfolk Island, 1975. 

Actually Elva didn’t say it was 
"rot”. She said it was bullshit, but 
you couldn’t print that in a family 
newspaper, could you? 

Dars Norfolk, too. 
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PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


1-YEAR ADMINISTRATOR 
WANTED - FOR Si 8,000 

But Applications Must 
Be In By Next Monday 


NORFOLK'S NEXT ADMINISTRATOR 
may be its last. 

The Australian Government makes 
this plain in advertisements being 
run in "positions vacant” columns. 

The advertisement for a new Ad¬ 
ministrator appears on'page three 
of this issue, as it appeared in main¬ 
land newspapers on Saturday. 

In view of the Royal Commission 
inquiry into Norfolk's future govern¬ 
ment, the advertisement says the 
new Administrator's term will be 
for only one year, with the possi¬ 
bility of renewal. 

The position pays $17, 000 a year 
plus $1, 000 allowance and travel 
and other expenses. 

Applications must be ready and 
sent in just one week's time. 


Tourist Guide& Map 

+ 

ThisWeek 
in Norfolk’ 

LIFT-OUT INCLUDED WITH THIS COP? 

MORE LIFT FOR CRANE I 

THE FOUNDATIONS of the crane 
on Kingston Jetty may soon be 
strengthened to lift five tons safely. 

Puss Anderson, in charge of 
looking into the job, says that the 
crane itself is strong enough to haul 
a fishing boat, catch and crew out 
of the water, but the foundations 
tend to lift. 

The aim is to load the foundations 
for a safe five-ton load. 


r 


Norfolk Police in New Station at Burnt Pine 


FOR SEVERAL HOURS on Friday 
Norfolk had either two police stations 
or none, depending on how you look 
at it. 

Sgt. Peter Harrison and his offsider 

I Constable Bill Stoll put on civilian 
clothes Friday and spent most of the 
morning moving from the convict- 
era building behind the Officers 
Quarters to a new location in Douglas 
Drive. 

The move, foreshadowed in the News 
two weeks ago, took four trips with 
a loaded ute from Kingston to Burnt 



Pine and back. The two police 
officers handled the removal them¬ 
selves. 

The station opened for business 
at the new location this morning. 

A newly-painted sign on the shop¬ 
front window says "Norfolk Island 
Police" with "police" in 10"-high 
black letters, compared to the 
3"-high gold letters announcing 
McIntyres Solicitors in the 
adjoining office. 

While it is quite common in 
frontier towns and big cities for a 
legal firm to want to set' up shop 
alongside the police station, this 
reverse process on Norfolk may be 
unprecedented in the Pacific. 


CONSTABLE BILL STOLL 
AND SGT. PETER HARRI¬ 
SON -•’ADY TO KINGS¬ 
TON WITH THE LAST OF 
THE POUCE STATION. 



REAL-ESTATE MAGNATE - - 
NORFOLK ISLAND STYLE 


You may be the owner, but you’d 
better be prepared to putty the 
floors yourself. Read about Wynne 
Percival’s new shop - Business Page. 


U-STATI0N ALIVE AGAIN? 

The bitterly-contested quarantine 

station controversy seems to be 
coming back to life. 

A question frequently being put 
to witnesses at the Royal Commission 
is; would you be in favour of a 
quarantine station? 

Several witnesses have answered 
yes, they are now in favour of the 
proposal - - although they voted no 
in the referendum. 

And the President of the Primary 
Producers Association, Cr. John 
Ryves, told the Commission last 
week that negotiations with the 
station might be resumed. 

"The opportunity hasn’t been lost” 
he said. 

He had recently learned that Cocos 
Islands had been crossed off by the 
Australian Government as a site 
because of problems associated with 
the area. 

Establishment of the station would 
greatly benefit Norfolk landholders, 

Cr. Ryves said. 

"I believe that there is more 
understanding now than there was 
before of what the quarantine 
station could do for the Island," 

Cr. Ryves told the Commission. 




FIONA* "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last, 
Miltons had the lot,,»now we've got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home,,,he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line,,," 

“Once we got 
the Plan, She 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot,. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday,,," 
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Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



"I will go to the utmost limits to find out" 
JUDGE UkDEKS BsNKtR TU LloT SUSPEUT COMPANIES 


A SUB POENAED bank manager 
was reminded he was on oath, and 
warned to co-operate, at the Norfolk 
Island Royal Commission. 

The Royal Commissioner, Sir John 
Nimmo, repeatedly underlined his 
determination to get to the bottom 
of the tax a-oidance puzzle. 

Sir John made this clear during 
evidence given by the retiring man¬ 
ager of the Bank of New South Wales 
Norfolk Branch, Mr Alan' Veney. 

"I want you to be perfectly frank 
with me, because I have already 
told you what my task is, " Sir John 
told Mr Veney. 

This was to determine the past and 
present extent of avoidance. 

The judge said he did not want to 
probe deeply into the affairs of the 
bank and its clients, 

"If obliged, I will go to thd" utmost 
limits to find out what extent your 
bank is being used to minimise tax¬ 
ation" Sir John warned. 

Sir John earlier told Mr Veney not 
to feel any embarrassment on the 
topic of tax avoidance. 

Some judges had ruled it acceptable, 
some morally reprehensible. 

"I am not concerned with this issue" 
Sir John emphasised. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr Cedric Hampson Q. C., asked 
Mr Veney if he never had any sus¬ 
picions that some companies in issu¬ 
ing cheques to each other did so for 
no other purpose than to minimise 
taxation for Australian residents. 

Mr Veney replied that he suspected 


this,; but that was all. ■ ■ 

He explained his business was just 
to gain account^ for the bank and 
not to find out what the companies 
proposed to do. 

Mr Hampson proposed three tests 
of company accounts held by the 
Bank of New South Wales to deter¬ 
mine whether they were suspect. 

--If they did no business on the 
island, 

--If their only activity was to pay 
money to or receive money from sim¬ 
ilar companies, and 

-- If the directors of these compan¬ 
ies were 'old friends', appearing in 
similar companies. 

Mr Veney agreed to supply such a 
list of companies or othe: bodies. 

Mr Hampson warned that the 
Commission could have all the bank's 
books brought down, under sub poena 
and the private affairs of a lot of 
people made known. 

He was sure neither the bank nor 
Mr Veney would want this to happen. 

Sir John asked Mr Veney if some 
cheques passing through the bank 
involved substantial amounts of money 

After some discussion Sii John re¬ 
minded Mr Veney "You are sitting 
in the witness box on oath" and re¬ 
peated the question. 

Mr Veney replied yes. 

The highest amount he could re¬ 
member would be several million 
dollars. 

This had occurred on mo e than 
one occasion. 


Ini like club -randallI 

' "AUSTRALIA HAS assisted Norfolk * 
enormously over the years, this fact 
cannot be disputed, " Mr. Wilfred M. 
Randallv, O. B. E. told the Royal 
Commission last week. 

"Of recent years, mainly since the 
change of Government in Australia, 
there seems to have been what could 
be called a gradual encroachment by 
Canberra," he added later, 
"Departmental officers frequently 
visit, make reports, return to 
Canberra and appear to add to the 
confusion. Their intention may be 
good but the result is not always 
the best. 

"This situation should be overcome 
by the Council being empowered to 
manage its own domestic affairs," 
he said. 

He s aw five alternatives; leave 
things as at present ("could be 
improved," he said); complete and 
total independence ("absurd”); be 
absorbed into the Australian system 
("This could be disastrous, Norfolk 
would lose its character, identity 
and freedom"); self-government 
as recommended by Council ("this 
would seem a fairly drastic step"); 
or Council's having domestic 
authority including land, immigration, 
by-law's and raising and spending 
local revenues. He favoured the last. 

On immigration he said "I think 
Norfolk Island should be regarded more 
like a club which has the say as to 
which members join it." 

On whether the Admin is over¬ 
staffed; 'T do not hold that view. I 
think it is Very well run or financed 
or controlled without running into 
debt... things are all right." 


NORFOLK ISLAND 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Applications are invited for appointment to the 
position of Administrator, Territory of Norfolk 
Island. 

Norfolk Island is situated in the Pacific Ocean 
about 1000 miles north east of Sydney, and has a 
resident population of approximately 1600. Its 
climate is mild and sub-tropical. 

The Administrator has the responsibility under 
Section 7 of the Norfolk Island Act 1963-1969 to 
administer the Territory on behalf of the Austra¬ 
lian Government. Although the term of appoint¬ 
ment is legislated as being at the Governor- 
General's pleasure, a Royal Commission is cur¬ 
rently inquiring into the future of Norfolk Island, 
including all aspects of Government, and it is 
therefore the intention that this appointment be 
for a period of one year with the possibility of 
renewal. 

QUALIFICATIONS:The successful applicant will: 
be aged not more than 55 years; 
preferably possess tertiary qualifications in 
business administration or related fields; 
have experience and a demonstrated under¬ 
standing of relationships, between the three 
tiers of Australian Government; 
have capacity to communicate, formulate new 
ideas, and be a good negotiator. He would 


demonstrate a record of successful manage- 

The person selected: must be prepared to take up 
appointment e: short notice. 

ACCOMMODATION: ' 

A furnished official residence is provided rent free 
together with limited domestic staff. 

FARES AND FREIGHT: 

Assistance will be given in transport to and from 
Norfolk Island and ip storage of personal furniture 
and effects locally. ?■ 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT: 

Employment conditions such as leave and allow¬ 
ances equate with those of the Australian Public 
Service. Information may be obtained from Mr P. 

Harvey, telephone Canberra 46 2701. 

SAURY AND ALLOWANCES: 

An annual salary of $17,000 and $1,000 allow¬ 
ance is provided together with travelling and 
other allowances as determined. (Personal In¬ 
come Tax is not presently payable for earnings on 
Norfolk Island). 

APPLICATIONS: 

Applications giving full personal details, quali¬ 
fications, experience' and relevant previous ■' 
appointments, present position and the names 
and addresses of thfee referees should be sent to 
the following by August 4,1975. 

Minister for the Capital Territory, 

(Attention: Mr P. ALSTON) 

P.O. Box 158, 

CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T., 2601. 







AUTOMATIC CARS 

CAIN BE 
FUN TO DRIVE. 
ALFA ROMEO 
AUTOMATIC. 

You can drive 
it like an Alfa. Or you 
can drive it like an 
automatic. 


®«alffa 

\|3 / romeo 

AN INVESTMENT IN SAFETY 


Should arrive on the next "Port de France." Test-drive at 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 28W 



DRUGS AT 40 PER GENT 
ON UNDEQ GOST 'GOOD 
BUSINESS'— DGGTOR 

ON PAPER, THE Norfolk Island 
Hospital made a profit last financial 
year, Dr. Henry B. Smith told the 
Royal Commission. 

The figures showed an income of 
$101,260, and expenditure of $99, 630. 

However, the hospital was always 
scratching for money. 

"The reason for this is the big 
single items that are absolutely 
necessary and have to be bought” 

Dr Smith said. 

He gave as examples an autoclave 
and an X-ray machine. 

Dr Smith was presenting his sub¬ 
mission at the request of the 
Commission. 

He told the Commission he studied 
medicine in Dublin, graduating in 
1959. 

Pay scales at the hospital were 
based on New South Wales rates, and 
represented from 80 to 85 per cent 
of those rates. 

Salaries included: 

medics! officer - $15, 095 
matron - $170 week 
sisters - $119.76 week 
enrolled nursing aides - $88.80, 

The hospital's dispensary sold drugs 
at 40 per cent on landed cost, Dr 
Smith said. 

The dispensary would make a profit 
of about $1, 000 this year. 

"It has run at a profit more recent¬ 
ly because the qualified pharmacist 
who runs it is a trained businessman. 

"He runs it on good business prin¬ 
ciples, so it is making more money 
than it used to" Dr Smith told the 
Commission. 

Patients buying these drugs for 
short courses of treatment were like¬ 
ly to save money compared with 
mainland patients eligible for the 
National Health Prescription scheme. 

Australians received 50 pills for $1, 
for instance. 

If only three were needed, 47 were 
wasted. 

On the island, the patient would 
buy only the three pills he needed, 
for 10 cents. 


We Were Wrong 

SEVERAL. ERRORS in News accounts 
of the second week's evidence before 
the Royal Commission require corr¬ 
ection. 

Mr. Kevin Hooper made it clear in 
his testimony that he does not believe 
that Norfolk should "win independence 
from Australia"; he made it perfectly 
clear to the Commission that he 
feels "full internal self-government" 
should be the aim. 



In Memoriam: Charles L. Evans, 
born 1917, died in Sydney July 22nd, 
11975, after a prolonged illness. A 
I member of the Norfolk Island Council 
jfor many years. 


Group submits Nt plan; 
and Pitcairner rights 

A SUBMISSION OF his own views 
and those of 12 others was put to the 
Commission by Alan Charles Buffett, 

32, of Middlegate. 

The group felt that Norfolk Island 
should remain a self-governing 
territory of Australia. 

Pitcairn descendants’ rights, the 
group asserted, included the right to 
consider Norfolk Island their home ; 
use of common land; freedom from 
most taxation; development of their 
own way of life free from interference. 

Fifty per cent of the seats on an 
Executive Council should be reserved 
for Pitcairn descendants, Mr Buffett 
told the Commission. 

There should be no death duties. 

However, it was felt that everyone 
should be willing to pay local taxes. 


Readers who file copies of the News 
for future reference are asked to 
correct that error (21 July, page 5, 
col. 2, paragraph 7) and two other 
mistakes: 

-- Mr. Hooper proposed that 
residents on six-month work permits 
be assessed $2 5. 00 for reach six 
months period, not $5. 00. 

- Figures for population by the 
year 2050, and resulting alienation 
of rural land, were not based on 
Professor Butland's estimated 
population increase of 2% p. a., 
but on a rate of 1used by Mr. 


Telephone service ran 
another $3700 deficit 


THE ISLAND'S TELEPHONE 
Service operated at a loss of $3, 713 
in the financial year that ended June 
30, 1974, and probably lost about 
the same amount or a bit more in 
the 1974/5 year. 

Brian Bates told the Royal 
Commission that phone rentals and 
other charges were raised 
approximately lOrfc from July 1st, 
with the yearly cost of a private 
phone now being $55. 

Overseas calls are handled by the 
Overseas Telecommunications 
Commission with the help of the 
Administration and the P. M. G. 

Of the $1.25 per minute charged 
for calls to Australia, the O. T. C. 
received 63 cents, the P. M. G. 

37 cents, and the Norfolk Island 
Administration 25 cents. 

From its share the Admin must 
pay operators' wages, handle the 
collection of fees, and pay 
rental on the switchboard space 
and equipment. 

Mr. Bates gave examples of the 
overseas telephone traffic by 
citing figures for February of this 
year. There were 593 calls to 
Australia, and 551 coming in 
from Australia, There were 133 
calls to New Zealand, and 95 
coming in. Outgoing calls to 
other countries included the U. K. 

3 calls; Papua New Guinea 3; 
the U.S. 7; Hong Kong 2; and one 
each to Indonesia, Canada, Japan 
and Fiji. 

An unknown tale of commercial 
anguish and language barriers no 
doubt lies behind the Japan call, 
which went on for 55 minutes 
and cost $181. 50. 


Room & Board Wanted 

Gentleman from N. Z. requires 
board and lodging for two months 
or so from 11/8/75 in private 
home. Please apply Box 430. 


Hooper to be even more conserv- 
. ative. 

The population increase rate to 
the year 2050 may sound academic, 
but it is essential in Mr. Hooper's 
contention that the Butland Report 
is misleading in some important 
respects. 

Mr. & Mrs. George Adams' 
submission did not propose that 
Norfolk be a "self-governing 
! territory" but that Norfolk remain 
a territory and be granted some 
increased powers of local 
government. 


The Norfolk Island News 28 July 1975 





A CHEQUE FOR $10M 

The "Companies” -- much talked 
about on Norfolk but really understood 
only by a few people -- came into 
the spotlight at Royal Commission 
hearings last week. 

Cr. John Ryves dropped a small 
bombshell when he said, in answer 
to a question asked by Sir John 
Nimmo, that the largest cheque 
processed through any of the 
companies he had been associated 
with had been -- (Cr. Ryves reflected 
for a few seconds) - - $10, 000, 000. 

This was one of about 60 companies 
in which he had been involved, Cr. 
Ryves explained, together with his 
wife and son Steven Ryves, Mr. 
Davidson, Mr. Trollope and Mr. 
Bataille. 

Cr. Ryves said he became 
involved in these companies through 
an accounting firm, Ure Lynam and 
Company, whose resident partner 
on Norfolk was Mr, Hooper. 

"I think Ure Lynam had about 
300 companies" Cr. Ryvies said. 

He thought the firm did little tax 
avoidance work, being mainly 
interested in probate operations. 

When Counsel asked Ct. Ryves how 
much he was paid in directors fees, 

Cr. Ryves asked Sir John Nimmo for 
permission to answer in writing, and 
was granted it. 

A subscribers fee of $10. 50 was 


usually paid to shareholders, and a 
lot of Islanders were invited to 
become shareholders in various 
companies. 

By contrast, directorships were 
kept down. Perhaps only about 20 
or 30 people acted as directors. 

Cr. Ryves supposed it would be 
reasonable to assume so when 
Counsel asked him no one else 
had approached him because they 
knew he was already acting for Ure 
Lynam. 

He raised cattle and grew citrus 
trees on his Anson Bay property, 

Cr. Ryves told the commission. 

His one acre of orang^,. grape¬ 
fruit and lemon trees supplied 
most of Norfolk's needs, the crop 
including 50, 000 oranges a year. 

Lack'of co-operation about what 
they plgpted was a problem for 
fruit and vegetable growers, Cr. 
Ryves said. 

Refrigeration facilities would be 
useful in extending the marketable 
life of vegetables. 

The Island could not produce 
enough meat, and 50 per cent of 
requirements had to be imported. 

This could be greatly improved, 
and steps were being taken to 
upgrade stock, particularly by 
younger farmers. 

Island pastures could carry about 
one-and-a-half beasts per acre, 

Cr. Ryves told Sir John Nimmo. 


BETTER THAN IN N.Z. 

NORFOLK ISLAND WITHOUT tax¬ 
ation and estate duties is better off 
than other developing countries with 
tax and so-called social benefits, 

Mrs Mira Marti:: told the Royal 
Commission. 

Mrs Martin, an accountant, of 
Selwyn Pine Road, said her studies 
of accountancy, economics and 
commercial law led her to this opinion. 

She returned to the island with her 
family in 1974 from New Zealand 
after they became very disillusioned 
with the controls in that country. 

Norfolk should have self-govern¬ 
ment, Mrs Martin said, with Aust¬ 
ralian co-operation. 

"I feel very strongly that island¬ 
ers of Pitcairn descent have very- 
high IQ's" she said. 

"It is not lack of the same that 
restricts their participation at public . 
meetings. ” 

Airing grievances in public went 
against the islanders' nature. 

"I think that a lot of islanders 
would come forward to give evidence 
to this Commission if specifically re¬ 
quested” Mrs Martin told the judge, 

Sir John Nimmo. 

"Unlike me, they do not like to . 
push in” she added. 

The land and the laws were the 
islanders'proudest possessions. 


LUNCH AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 

<5{• The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk's premier hotel... 

* Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only .50 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeific 


telephone 2166 


^Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 
ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 
and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 
icultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or tea 


MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - S.30PM......THURSDAY BARBEQUE 7 - 9.30PM 
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part law, part policy, part personal judgement 

IS ROW NORFOLK'S IMMIGRATION CONTROLS ARE RUN 


THE CLEAREST PICTURE yet 
presented of Norfolk's immigration 
controls was given by David Buffett 
last week at the request of the Royal 
Commission. 

He reviewed the development of 
immigration regulations over the 
years, long-term statistics on new 
arrivals, and the present operation 
of controls. 

Immigration decisions are based 
partly on specific criteria set down 
in the Ordinance, partly on 
policies that won't become law for 
some time yet, and partly on 
personal judgments made by the 
Minister, the Administrator and the 
Immigration Review Board. 

As a result it is extremely 
difficult to spell out a hard-and-fast 
set of guidelines. Much depends on 
the circumstances in each case. But 
the transcript of Mr. Buffett's 
testimony before the commission -- 
running from page 1000 to 1027 -- 
is the most detailed description 
available so-far, and could well 
serve as an Admin hand-out on the 
subject for the information of those 
interested. 

Mr. Buffett said that since the 
Immigration Review Board was 
established in December 1972, the 


PHIL PAGE'S VIEWS 

PHILLIP A. PAGE, president of 
the Norfolk Island Tourist Board, 
raised a basic question about the Island 
in his submission to the Royal 
Commission last week. 

"Do the people of Norfolk Island 
have the courage and ability to 
accept their own decisions as being 
final?" He asked, and went on to 
say "The answer in my opinion is a 
qualified no." 

He said he believed the Island should 
have self-government as soon as it 
can be arranged, but that the 
Governor-General should have veto 
powers for a time. 

"When the Island has learnt how to 
accept responsibilities, this veto 
power should be slowly withdrawn" 
he said. 

He also felt that the veto power 
should not be final, and that after a 
law had been vetoed twice it should 
go to the people of the Island for a 
vote on the final decision. 

"It is my considered opinion that the 
best alternative lies with self- 
government, ” he concluded. "In 
this way, Norfolk Island continues to 
link itself with Australia, and at the 
same time, has the final say in all its 
internal affairs." 
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Administrator's recommendations in 
every case have followed the concen¬ 
sus of the Board’s opinions. The 
Board meets about every three weeks. 
Its members are Crs. Richard Bataille, 
Ab Bathie, Bruce McKenzie, John 
Ryves and Roy Smith; The Admini¬ 
strator, as chairman; and David 
Buffett. 

Population statistic given by Mr. 
Buffett as of June 30 this year 
included 965 residents, 77 persons on 
enter and remain permits, 464 on 
temporary six-months permits, and 
443 tourists. Included among the 
"tourists" were 45 who had applied 
for six-month permits. A further 
22 persons off the Island had active 
applications for six-months permits. 

Issuance of enter and remain 
permits was suspended May 3. last 
year, and a meeting of Councillors 
and other officials three days later 
recommended that the immigration 
ordiance be changed, eliminating 
enter and remain permits altogether 
and changing temporary permits to 
one year's length. 

Mr. Buffett also cited results of a 
1968 referendum in which residents 
voted 440 - 214 against unrestricted 
immigration of any British subjects 
in Australia. 


Letter sparked quick 

LETTER 

Please accept my congratulations 
upon your forthright and most 
interesting Editorial of 21st July. 

All the good work of those 
responsible for assuring the public 
of a relaxed "enquiry" -- together 
with that generated by Sir John 
• Nimmo upon his first visit has been 
shaken. 

Even the fact that our Admini¬ 
strator is sometimes present at 
sessions embarrasses witnesses. 

A psychological approach would 
have brought to light that there has 
been some reason for this from 
experiences in the past. 

W. N. SELBY NEWBALD . 

(EDITOR’S NOTE; After receiving 
Mr. Newbald’s letter, we asked the 
Administrator whether he felt his 
presence at the hearings might be 
inhibiting to witnesses. 

"Why should my presence be an 
inhibiting factor when people are 
appearing of their own free will, 
most of them, before an eminent 
jurist and highly qualified counsel, 

give evidence on oath?" he said. 


"Police Get Lax If 
Left Rere Too Long" | 

ISLAND CHILDREN FOUNDit hard 
to further their education on the main¬ 
land, Barry Nicholas Christian. 25, 
of Anson Bay, told the Royal Comm¬ 
ission. 

He had related how he secured his 
intermediate certificate on the 
island, but been forced to abandon 
attempts to secure qualifications. 

Mr Christian said he would like 
to see old age pensions and workers 
compensation introduced. 

His stepfather was unable to work 
because of rheumatism and had 
applied for the $10 Administration 
handout. 

The Council had not called for a 
medical examination. 

"He was knocked back because 
they reckoned he was medically fit 
to work” Mr Christian said. 

It would be ridiculous to have 
islanders as police, Mr Christian 
told the Commission. 

Their children would be picked 
on at school. 

Police should serve short terms of , 
duty on the island. 

"Police, if they are left here too 
long, get a bit lax" Mr Christian 
said. 

"They do not keep up their jobs, 

1 feel." 


"Surely the Administrator in 
such esteemed company must seem 
small fry, particularly in view of 
the fact that he departs in another 
38 days. 

"This sort of comment has gone • 
on, and probably will go on, as 
long as Norfolk Island has an 
authoritative head, whether it 
happens to be an Administrator 
or an Executive Council. 

"The Administrator feels it is his 
duty to be informed of all evidence 
given to the Royal Commission in 
view of the fact that he himself 
will be appearing before the 
Commission on August'12th to 
give evidence as a private 
individual sincerely interested in 
Norfolk Island, and to offer him¬ 
self to answer questions pertinent 
to the execution of his commission 
as Administrator and Chairman of 
the Norfolk Island Council. 

"I’ve got nothing on my 
conscience in respect of what any 
witness may-say, whether I'm . 
present or absent, nor has any 
witness any reason to fear any 
consequences relative to anything 
he says," the administrator con- ' 
eluded.) 


reply from AHministrator 




On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and pe rson a 1 use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers ’ 

abroad, and if we don't 
have what you. need we’re 
happy to, get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS A ND SUPPLIES j 

NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES j 
t- PAPERBACKS t GREETING ' 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
f PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- j 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER [ 
5 RT SUPPLIES -r PERSONAL f 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + ! 

ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 
ISLAND ! 

STATIONERS i 


RADIO NORFOLK— July 28 - Aug. 3 

J 3 frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Ludl; 10. Local; 12. 1 ,cal; 1. World & aual 


MOND AY 
7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 

10. 00 Local News 
10.05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11. SO Profile 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Big Band Sounds 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Ronnie Aldrich 
10.00 Locr. 1 News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Brothers in Law 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7.00 Music 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 What Next 
10. 45 Morning Serial 
Hospital Prog. 


U.50 Glums 
12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 International 
Call 

I. 00 News 
THURSDAY 
7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.30 Magazine of the 

Arts 

10. 00 Local News 
10.05 Dad's Army 

10.45 Morning Se’rial 

II. 00 Requests 
12, 00 News 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adventist 

Prog. 

FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. Finlay’s Case¬ 

book 


LOO News 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local Nows 
12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World New's 
1.15 Requests 
1. 30 Top 10 
2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sport. Serv. 

SUNDAY 

4. 00 Music t 

4.45 Top of Pops 

(Repeat) 

5.30 World News 

6. 00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children's story 

7. 00 Magician's Nephew 

(Ivan reads children’s 


10. O' Local News story) 

10. 05 World of Books 7.15 Singers of Renown 

10.20 Bookworm Reporting 00 Don Juan 3 
10.45 Morning Serial 3.15 Accrued in the Box 

11. 00 Concert 8. 45 Gilbert & Sullivan 

11 , bo Insight 9.30 Classical Showcase 

12. 00 News 10. 00 Close. 



I "YOU THERE ON THE HORSE -- YOU OBVIOUSLY HAVE THE CAPACi'l 

I TO COMMUNICATE. AND CAN FORMULATE NEW IDEAS... rp YOU 

I ARE A GOOD NEGOTIATOR, AND DEMONSTRATE A RECORD OF 
I SUCCESSFUL MANAGEMENT, I HAVE A LITTLE PROPOSITION 
I THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST..." 



AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 






LIFT - OUT 


LATEST MAP 

T0URGUI0E 


OF NORFOLK 

for visitors] 


centre page 


MHW TOURIST Mf 


A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Bums Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and U Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for Ic. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery! everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 



on Norfolk 


j MONDAY 

I Housie, Leagues Club 
j Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
I Film, Norfolk Hotel 
. TUESDAY 
j Film, Paradise Hotel 
I Film, Leagues Club 
| Darts, R. S. L. Club 
; WEDNESDAY 

j School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
1 N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
i Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
i N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
! Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
; THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

Internatipnal phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News. P.O.Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm tp 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1,25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, Sam to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillar 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you j 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 
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PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 
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Captain 55 
Portable 4-Band 



Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radio for ex¬ 
clusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio features 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equipping 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superb sensi¬ 
tivity, You can select either Local or DX (Distance) mode for the 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptionally 
sharp selectivity is assured due to ceramic fitter in the IF stage. 
The impressive 1.5-watt power output from the large speaker 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the more in¬ 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise engineer¬ 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performance for 
many years to come. 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on house¬ 
hold current with the use of an optional AC power adaptor. 


We love music. V, 

If you love music as'much as we do, 
yoti will ultimately want a SONY. 


Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5600M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All, these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


Sensitive New AM Portable 



Research Mak es th e Difference 

SONY* 

Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 







Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond’s Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p.m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney* Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
be§rs (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of rhiniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back hoqie with you. 


A Priority N.L Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital.' 


•Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 


Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 


Vi si ting: n- 12 ; 2 - 4 ; 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
•hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 


If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p, O.Box 94. 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 

That correct gentleman, must have been discouraged. It is 

Captain James Cook, discovered said their morale and morals were 

Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent deteriorating by 1803; home-made 

only part of a day here but was spirits may have helped or 

anchored offshore looking at it hindered them, 

for an afternoon and a night. He By 1814 the Island was deserted, 

thought it was like New Zealand In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 

and was particularly taken by penal settlement and was a hell on 

the Spruce Pines, as he called them, earth for most people living here., 

and being proper, thought of them as This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. of the misery a great deal of work 

(For historians. Cook's Journals and was done - land was cleared, fields 

Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels worked and lovely Georgian build- 

about Captain Bligh and Matthew ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, A^S BUILT UP DURING THE 1826-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston Sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your time when some of the crudest 

appetite.) punishments in British history were 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in meted out. 

Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd- In 1855 the convict settlement was 

nev was beginning to be settled, abandoned and in June 1856, 194 

Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 

sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur here. These new settlers, 

Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start , descendants of the ’’Bamty" mutin- 
a settlement to prevent the Island eers; had' over-populated Pitcairn, 

being settled by any other European and for romantic and practical 

power. King took along 24 sett las, reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

15 of whom were convicts. . The difficulties, uniqueness and 

For some time there was question of genuine love of this Island of the • 

whether Sydney in New South Wales families who stayed here would 

or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be take volumes of a historian's time, 

the most successful colony. (Sydney The marvelous thing is that most 
on Norfolk Island was changed to did stay, and that a way of life 

Kings Town and then Kingston.) exists on this Island that cannot 

Both had hard times indeed, though easily be found anywhere else in 

in 1804 the population of free the world, 

settlers and convicts on Norfolk In 1856 Norfolk Island was 

totalled 1,100. created a "distinct and separate 

The Island settlement was hard to settlement." In 1913 the Island 

maintain for many reasons-distance became a territory of Australia. It I 

and difficulty of access being two of is now administered by the 

them, and it was decided that Department of the Capital Territory, 

bonded and free settlers should be with an Administrator appointed by 

moved to Tasmania. The settlers Canberra on the Island, and an 

had worked very hard to farm the Advisory Council elected by the 

land and eke out an existence, and residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welco.Te at 
N.L Church Services 

CATHOLIC; 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5,30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT'S; A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER'ENDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

HDrAI *7 nAVe 1 on „* n (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
UrtN i UAYo ’ l »uU am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that... .) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... ihtported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods.,. sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them., .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the ships^^^^^yf^p^ 1 ^- 

J J ~ The men who work it almost all have 

other "normal" jobs, and turn out ' 

While you’re on Norfolk Island you Quintal. Nicky Quintal, Shane early when a ship reaches the island, 

are probably more dependent on the Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy The heavy work is'done by small ‘ 

sea than you or your family have been Christian, Brown Christian, Eric winches, slings, cranes and muscle, 

for some generations. Adams, Kelvin Adams. Eric Wake- The lighters are swept int0 pie rside 

Except for the light-but-costly field. Bear Graham, John Berganin by a com bination of swell, eye and 

things that sensibly come by air and Bill Sanders, and most of them judgment. Many of the men are bare- 

freight, everything you use, eat, are able to handle winch operations, foot . The "discipline" and the safe- 

sleep on, ride in or buy was either hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, ty re g U i at j ons are c i 0S er to the 19th 

made on the island or brought by and often trade off jobs from ship century than the 20th. 

ocean vessels. to ship. • . But it works. The safety record has 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har- The 26 or so lighterage men in- been excellent; some p ain f u l and 

bout. dude Short Graham Uckoo Douran, regre ttable accidents, but nothing 

Your holiday on the island is Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz really major for years. Cargo some- 

supported by a rugged, sometimes working the launches; and Beef 

improvised "we’re ready when you Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 

are" system of unloading anchored Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 

ships with the use of 30ft. lighters John Lorking, Toby LeCren. Ross 

loaded by hand and towed to the McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy, 

pier by launches. Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and W inton Sand- 

When a ship is due the lighterage ers on the unpowered lighters, which 

operation starts at dawn when are steered through the surf with a 

Boony Buffett, the island's Works long sweep oar astern. 

Supervisor, inspects the Kingston On the jetty Smudge Christian and 

and Cascade landings to see which is Blimp Christian operate the mobile 

suitable for use. Having decided, he cranes lifting cargo from the lighters, 

drives to Norfolk’s radio station. Others in the jetty crew include 

opens it up, and broadcasts a call Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 

to the work crews. Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 

The broadcast is listened to by the Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 

ship, which heads for the chosen,land- Randall. 

ing. Everyone but the tally clerks and 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip- Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING- 

' ment drivers head for Kingston and basis. STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 

begin moving the mobile cranes. On an average day the crew can un- WHEN THE SURGF WILL QUIET AND 

launches and lighters across the island. load over 200 tons of cargo — canned. THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 

Many of the men who work the goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, times get*knocked about, but when 

lighterage operation are Administrat- s P are P arts ** all the things Norfolk you watcb tbe W ork in a rough sea the 

ion employees, and while a ship is (and y° u ) need t0 g° on leading a wonder is that the men can manage 

being unloaded other work around the reasonably comfortable existence. at a j b ^nd tbe cost j s under $10 a 

island has to wait — road grading, On a good day, when there is no ton, all in. In Sydney, where water- 

electricity work and much else. surge at the wharf and things are work- side workers are full-time profession- 

More than 40 men stand by to un- Ing smoothly, the crews can handle a ls and their gear includes fork lift 

load ships, although on a calm day 300 tons - Tb at means either a shorter trucks, giant cranes and other sophis- 

the operation can be handled with day. or more pay for the day. Ships ticated equipment, the cost ranges 

slightly fewer. these days average 350 or 400 tons of around $15. 

The first launch out to the newly- cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of Sit near the pier and watch for an 

arrived ship carries the Customs Offic- outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 

er, the shipping agent, and a crew gas cylinders, beer k*gs, personal visiting Norfolk when one of the 

of about 14 men, employed by the effects of people leaving the island, small cargo liners arrives. And if 

shipping agents. On a recent unload- and often a car or two they're taking you find a tin of grapefruit sections 

ing operation they included Gilbert away with them. on the market shelf which Is dented, 

Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew By big-port standards, the Norfolk remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT’S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 
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historic 

rights 

OF THE 

Pitcairners 

WhEN SPEAKING OF the historic 
rights of the Pitcairners arising out of 
their settlement on Norfolk Island in 
1856, it is somewhat frustrating to be 
unable to point to concrete document¬ 
ary and legal evidence of the precise 
conditions and terms under which 
they allowed themselves to be removed 
to Norfolk Island. If such a clear cut 
document could be located, it would 
undoubtedly solve many problems. 

• We do, however, have considerable 
evidence in history, and in the tradi¬ 
tions handed down through families 
even to the present generation, that 
the Pitcairn people were given to be¬ 
lieve, and tenaciously held to the 
belief that they were given Norfolk 
Island to enjoy as their own, enjoy¬ 
ing the same form of self-government 
and life-style as they had on Pitcairn, 
and enjoying a right to divide and 
use the lands on Norfolk Island as they 
themselves saw fit - all this with the 
minimum of interference from out¬ 
siders. 

No doubt, the commissioners will 
be studying the historical evidence 
for themselves. However, I would 
like to point to several instances and 
occasions on which the Pitcairn people 
have made it very clear by their re¬ 
actions and conduct that they strongly 
believed they held a greater right to 
autonomy on Norfolk than eventually 
proved the case. 

(1) Firstly, there is the occasion of 
their actual removal to Norfolk Island 
and the weeks of settling in afterwards. 

It would appear that many of the Pit¬ 
cairners were understandably reluctant 
to leave the small island they knew as 
their homeland, but were eventually 
persuaded with the promise of abund¬ 
ant land to cultivate and ready-made 
dwellings. An added persuasive 
measure was, of course, the condition 
that if any removal were to take place, 
then all die people were to take part. 

1 quote a passage from Rosalind Young's 
history "Mutiny of the Bounty & Story 
of Pitcairn Island" to show the under¬ 
standing of the original arrivals here 
as to their rights. Miss Young was 
only three years old when she arrived 
and can hardly be called an eye- 
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BERNARD CHRISTIAN-BAILEY, 
proprietor of the Fletcher Christian 
Apartments and a former Norfolk 
Island Councillor, made a sub¬ 
mission to the Norfolk Island Royal 
Commission on July 27th. In the 
course of questioning he spoke 
about one of matters that the 
Commission has been asked to take 
into account in making its report 


and recommendations -- "the 
historical rights of the descendants 
of the Pitcairn settlers, arising from 
their settlement in 1856." 

Mr. Christian-Bailey asked if he 
might read a paper he had prepared, 
on the subject, ancf was given leave 
to do so. 

The News greatly appreciates his 
providing a copy. 


BY BERNARD CHRISTIAN.’- BAILEY 


witness. She was, however, a well- 
educated woman and went on to 
write a comprehensive history, of the 
Pitcairn people based on what she 
was told by her elders as well as more 
formal research. 

(Extract from Rosalind YOung's-book 
"The Mutiny on the Bounty ,and the 
Story of Pitcairn Island 

"When the Pitcairn islanders 
first came into possession of Norfolk 
Island, they understood that the 
island belonged to them,, or so they 
had interpreted a letter sent them 
before their removal;' by Sir William 
Denison, the Governor at that time 
of New South Wales. On arriving 
at their new home they found that 
two men were already there to 
divide the land among the new 
' arrivals. These latter quietly in¬ 
formed them that .their services were 
not needed, as the islanders were, 
able to manage for themselves. The 
two men left on the Morayshire, and, 
two other surveyors were promptly 
dispatched to Norfolk Island with 
orders to measure the whole island and 
divide it into fifty-acre lots. Each 
family had fifty acres to share, a 
rather smaller portion than they had 
at first shared out among themselves. 
Subsequently, when the Governor 
himself visited the island, his letter 
was shown him as sufficient authority 
to justify the people in the course 
they had taken. This document he 
calmly got possession of, and re¬ 
marked something to the effect that 
matters were somewhat changed 
since the letter was penned. ’’ 

(2) The fact that the Pitcairners 
continued to believe that Norfolk 
was their own is shown by their re¬ 
actions to the establishment of the 
Melanesian Mission. They bore no 
grudge against the mission itself, 
or the people involved. Indeed, 

Bishop Selwyn and later Bishop 
Patterson were old friends to them 
from, their earliest days on Norfolk. 
What they resented, however, was 
the eventual sale of a thousand acres’ 
of land to the mission - land which 
the Pitcairners believed to be their 
own and which they felt could scarce¬ 


ly be spared from their small acre¬ 
age on Norfolk Island. In the origi¬ 
nal negotiations between Bishop 
Selwyn and Governor Dtnison, which 
took place even before the Pitcairn¬ 
ers removal, Governor Denison him¬ 
self had opposed the establishment 
of the mission on the following 
grounds. 

I quite from "Martyr of the Islands" 
by Sir John Gutch - "he understood it 
to be the wish of Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, as communicated to him by 
the Secretary of State, and also by 
Mr. Labouchere, that the Pitcairn 
Islanders should be left as much as 
possible to themselves and that there 
should be no interference with, the 
rules under which they had been living. 
That the same primitive and patri- . • 
archal system which had produced 
such good effects on their moral con¬ 
duct at Pitcairn island should be pre¬ 
served. " Thus we see that Denison's 
original plans for the Pitcairners were 
that they should be left to follow their 

BERN ARD ; CHRl ST IA N- BAILEY 
AND ONE OF THE ISLAND'S 
YOUNGER PITCAIRN DESCEN¬ 
DANTS, HIS DAUGHTER 
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old ways on Norfolk. 

Who can blame the islanders for 
their resentment when at a later stage, 
the Melanesian Mission should be 
granted such a large portion of the 
island they believed to be their own, 
some of it even being granted as a 
free gift to the Mission. Letters from 
the Pitcairn community at this time 
to relatives, friends and supporters 
reveal that they feared not only for 
the loss of a good area of farming land, 
but for the way in which such a size¬ 
able influx of outsiders should upset 
their political systerrj, for under their 
democratic system, each of these out¬ 
siders of a responsible age would be 
entitled to a vote. 

It would appear that a rumour was 
put forth that the islanders must choose 
between the Mission or another group 
of migrant families whom they fearecj 
even more lest they should, in the, 
words of George Hunn Nobbs "strive 
to gain the ascendency; and quickly 
reduce our peacefully disposed sons 
and daughters to hewers of wood and 
drawers of water." The change in 
policy for the island, which included 
the idea that Norfolk was capable of 
supporting a far larger population, 
appears to have come from the new 
Governor in New South Wales, Sir 
John Young. 

It was useless for the islanders to 
protest about the mission. Their com- 
p.Vv’T' and protests were as usual greeted 
with official reprimands to the 
effect that the island was not theirs 
and that in fact they should be caring 
for their land and buildings in a 
better manner than they were. 

It seems to have been a pattern in 
the history of the islanders in these 
early years on Norfolk, and perhaps 
to a certain extent today, that the 
government felt it necessary to 
treat the islanders in a condescending 
manner, as if they were children tell¬ 
ing them what they should be doing 
to improve their lot, and gradually 
taking away rights and privileges 
almost as if it were a punishment. 

This attitude seems to have arisen 
from a failure to appreciate the effect 
that their racial background, their 
long isolation, and their religious 
character had on the temperament of 
the islanders. The authorities seemed 
to find their complacency and appar¬ 
ent lack of ambition and initiative 
frustrating. 

The islanders in turn gave way to 
despair, because they had been told 
they would be left alone, and then 
they continually had these outside 
influences and changes forced on them. 
Moreover, they lacked anyone among 
their number who possessed sufficient 
worldly know-how or sophistication 
to make any effective protest. 


(3) Another incident which added 
to the despair and bewilderment of 
the islanders was the eviction from 
the Kingston buildings in 1908. This 
is an event that is still vivid in the 
minds of many of the older folk living 
today. I do not know whether the 
decision to evict these people was 
because it was felt they were neglect¬ 
ing the dwellings, or because the 
Crown wished to establish its title 
to them, or a combination of both. 

But the families occupying the dwell¬ 



ings had done so rent free for a total 
of 52 years, and if they, had enjoyed 
the legal assistance available today, 
they could surely have avoided evic¬ 
tion on squatters' rights alone. 

It.is said that the Australian re¬ 
presentative here at the time. Captain 
Drake, who had the task of informing 
the occupants of the government’s 
decision, was so upset by their reac¬ 
tions of sorrow and grief that he said 
he would prefer to resign his comm¬ 
ission rather than carry the evic tions 
out. His resignation was accepted. 

My mother, a child at the time, was 
taken to witness the event. Jemima 
Christian, daughter of George Hunn 
Nobbs, who was evicted from No* 9‘ 
Quality Row, afterwards came to live 
in the house where my mother grew 
up. 

The first person to be evicted was 
Sybil Bataille, who was forcibly 
carried from her home. She had 
occupied this very building where the 
Commission is sitting. 

The constables were greeted by a 
roomful of calves put there as a mark 
of protest, when they forced open the 
doors of the present golf house. Other 
occupants had to be carried out, and 
as the special constables moved fur¬ 
ther down the road carrying out their 
task, the anger of the people grew 
stronger. Those watching said the 
scene was much like a funeral, and 
added further to the people’s despair 


at the attitude of the authorities to¬ 
wards them. 

Only those were allowed to stay who 
were willing to sign a document to 
the effect that the buildings were not 
their own, but that they would be 
occupied under a special licence. 

This applied to only two of the dwell¬ 
ings, people who evidently had no¬ 
where else to go. 

I do not know why any legal dis¬ 
tinction was made between these 
buildings and other convict buildings 
which continued to be occupied in 
the Longridge area. Perhaps that is 
something the Commissioners will be 
able to find out. Perhaps if the 
islanders had never had a right to 
these dwellings, they did not have a 
legal right to their fifty acre land 
grants either. 

(41 Incidents such as these have 
all contributed to a mistrust of the 
Australian government which still 
lingers today. The Pitcairn people 
on Norfolk always seem to have been 
a bit bewildered that their interests 
should have become so influenced by 
the Australian government when it 
was the British colonial government 
and Queen Victoria herself to whom 
they felt they owed their loyalty. 

The islanders always felt a very warm 
and a very personal gratitude to the 
Queen whom they felt had looked on 
them with very special favour in many 
small ways as well as in making Nor¬ 
folk Island available to them. As 
unrealistic as it may be in today’s 
political situation, the islanders still 
feel a deep loyalty to the monarch 
rather than Australia. And they are 
still bewildered by the fact that 
Australia seems to have so much say 
in Norfolk’s affairs. What 'hey 
cannot understand is the fact that so 
many visitors to Norfolk sigh in envy 
at our peaceful, uncomplicated and 
friendly way of life, and yet the 
Australian Government should be so 
intent on improving our lot, as they 
see it, by making us a part of their 
taxation and social services system. 

I do not try to claim that any of 
these original rights of the Pitcairners 
or what they believed were their 
rights have any constitutional or 
legal validity today. But I would 
claim that injustices have been done, 
and that much has been taken away 
from the Pitcairners either against 
their will or without their full under¬ 
standing of what was happening. 

I feel this should influence the 
Commission in its findings so that 
this should never happen again, and 
that Norfolk's future should be guided 
only by the wishes of those who have 
made it their home, and not by out¬ 
siders who think they know what is 
best for us. 


Norfol 

By now everyone knows Margaret 
Sedgewick -- that beautiful, 
impeccably groomed, tall blonde 
working at "The Browse About.” 

Like so many who now live on 
the Island, Margaret first came 
here on a holiday. It was a case 
of 'love at first sight' and after 
another holiday here, she decided 
to give up her job of ten years with 
David Jones in Sydney in a high 
echelon position which involved 
corporate planning and lead a 
simpler life. 

Margaret is not only a competent 
^career girl -- she is also a beach 
girl. She wears a perennial tan 
and loves the sea. She also plays 
squash, paints abstracts, landscapes 
and birds and adores to cook. 

As far as 'Norfolk Living' goes 
she has adapted very quickly and 
finds it delightful to entertain 
here experimenting with Norfolk 
foods. She admires the tradition 
of sharing that is a way of life 
here and also prefers making 
something interesting, by adding 
herbs and wine, out of an 
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available cabbage to city habits 
of having all vegetables and 
fruits available all year round. 

"It’S challenging and far more 
tuned to real living," says 
Margaret. 

Margaret has shared these 
recipes with us and we can't wait 
to try them. She says she loves 
reading recipes, but not 
necessarily following them. We're 
going'to follow these.' 

WINE BAKED POTATOES 
Sliced Potatoes 
Sliced Onions 
Cheese (grated - tasty or 
gruyere. 

Pepper anxi salt and white wine. 

Put layers\of potatoes and onions, 
cheese, pepper and salt in a long 
casserole dish and sprinkle with 
white wine to level of top layer 
of potatoes. Bake 1 hour or 
until done. 
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AM ERICAN BEEF PROVENCALE 

2 j-31bs steak (can be blade, round 
or topside.) 

3 medium onions, quartered 

2 rashes bacon 

3 carrots sliced 

2 medium tomatoes 

2 tablespoons oil 

1 clove garlic crushed 

1 bay leaf 

pinch thyme 

salt and pepper to taste 

3/4 cup red wine 

Put all in casserole and cook 

slowly in the oven at 300 degrees 

for 21 hours. 

Just before serving add; 

1 dessertspoon orange rind 
and parsley, and as many black 
olives you may fancy. 


NORFOLK LIVING received a 
lovely letter from Helen McCoy 
which is pure fun. and nostalgia -- 
particularly love the "mad boil"... 
it is equal to Claire MacMurray's 
"dump ingredients". Have always 
gotten my dander up when dress 
pattern instructions say, "LAY ON 
FOLD" or "CUT HERE" or/'ATTACH 
FACING TO F". Why should THEY 
be so scolding and stern when I'm 
the one making the dress? 

A Cookery book from an Irish 
author - Moira Laverty's Cookbook, 
alas now out of print, has a delight¬ 
ful receipte which is suited to these 
days on Norfolk when "one of those 
fowls running loose” can be snared, 
first catch your fowl. 

Her recipe is called "chicken and 
rice casserole" and starts off "Take 
a boiling fowl, joint it and season. 
Cut 4 slices fat bacon into small 
pieces. Fry it until it releases 
enough fat to fry |lb raw tomatoes 
or 1 tin of tomatoes, 1 chopped onion. 

Put fowl bacon and tomatoes and 
onion with mace and bay leaf in 
casserole. Rinse out frying pan 
with 2 cups stock and pour onto 
fowl. Cover and set in slow oven 
for I-| hours. Put 4 ozs rice in 
heavy saucepan with 2 cups water 
and 1 teaspoon salt. Cover closely 
and bring to mad boil, reduce heat 
to barely simmering and keep for 
45 minutes or until all water is 
absorbed, shake over heat till dry 
and fluffy. 

Spread over fowl, cover casserole 
and return to oven for 30 minutes. 

After this you may definitely call 
it chicken without fear of 
contradiction. 


A FIELD-MARSHALL IN THE 
FAMILY 1 


by Brian Montgomery. 


It is the custom for the stocks 
of every famous man, no matter 
how high he stood on the ladder 
of fame, to plummet drastically 
in the years immediately after 
his death. In recent times this 
has happened to Churchill, 

Sibelius and Sir Thomas Beecham, 
to name only three; and since 
his death there has been a rush to 
denigrate Field-Marshall Montgomery. 
To hear his modern critics speak one 
would have thought that they could 
have managed the North Africa 
campaign and the Normandy landings 
as well as he did. So they can -- 
on paper. 

So this book, which came out in 
1973 just prior to his death, does a 
lot to help rehabilitate Montgomery's 
reputation, or rather to save it 
before it gets tarnished. But it is by 
no means a bare histroy of his 
military career written by his (by 
seventeen years) younger brother. It 
is more a description of the way that 
heredity and environment moulded 
him into what he became, and in 
doing this gives a resume of the 
history of the family from the 
earliest .recorded times. His father 
had been Bishop of Tasmania for 
years before returning to London, 
and his grandfather was Dean 
Farrar, now best known for his 
moralistic book "Eric, or little 
by Little", which together with the 
tale of Little Lord Fauntleroy was 
probably the most influential 
childrens' book in mid-Victorian 
England. It’s quite unreadable now, 
except without laughing, but at 
the time it was written it was held 
up as an horrid example to way¬ 
ward youth. 

Now that no immediate war is in 
the offing (except with the unions) 
it is the fashion to ridicule military 
leaders as a lot of Colonel Blimps; 
but the majority of people felt 
like that in the ten years prior to 
1939 when Montgomery was 
learning his trade. 

Read this book and realise what a 
different place the world might be 
now had he and Churchill not been 
there to save it. 

HENRY SMITH. 


The Norfolk Island News 28 July 1975 


17 




EDITORIAL 


AUTHORESS TESTIFIES 

AUTHOR MERVAL HOARE told 
the Royal Commission she firmly 
supported the introduction of social 
security on Norfolk Island. 

Mrs Hoare, of Cascade Road, 
writer of "Norfolk Island --an out¬ 
line of its history" and numerous 
other books, said she distrusted the 
tourist industry. 

"I consider tourism to be a fickle 
industry, because it could be en¬ 
dangered at any time by circumstan¬ 
ces beyond the island's control. ” 

Mrs Hoare said that since she 
arrived on the island 26 years ago, 
life had changed considerably. 

The community in those days was 
more closely knit. 

Islanders were in a majority. 

There were no duty free shops or 
hotels. 

"Life was simpler then, and it 
was a pleasant place to live" Mrs 
Hoare told the Commission. 

The atmosphere was friendlier. 

"The social life of the island is now 
much more sophisticated and com - 
petitive" Mrs Hoare said. 

The islanders were not business 
people, Mrs Hoare felt. 

"They would be less competitive 
than the mainlander who has come 
here in recent years" Mrs. Hoare'said. 

Mrs Hoare told the Commission that 
she herself had discovered the long- 
lcst Freemantle paper. 

The document had often been cited 
as supporting the islanders claim to 
have been given the whole island by 
Queen Victoria. 

A book written by Frank Clune 
said the missing document had been 
found by the Auckland library. 

Mrs Hoare said that she had been 
reading through Bishop Selwyn’s papers 
in the library and had recognised the 
document. 

A photocopy was sent to the Mitchell 
Library in Sydney who verified it. 


WHY N.Z. HAIL IS MORE 

Norfolk’s Postmaster, Baker 
McCoy, has explained the 
discrepancy between the cost of 
posting a letter to Australia and 
to New Zealand. 

Letters to Australia, Mr. McCoy 
told the Royal Commission, cost 
lOcents because this was regarded 
as intestate postage. 

But New Zealand is classed as a 
foreign country -- and so Norfolk 
correspondents have to pay the 
Australian rate of 15 cents. 

The present Post Office building 
was too small, Mr. McCoy said. 

He could see suitable sites 
vacant next to Rawson Hall or 
near the Radio Station - - anywhere, 
as long as it was central. 


SIR JOHN NIMMO expressed 
irritation last week that people on 
Norfolk do not appreciate all that 
Australia has done for the Island. 

In questioning Wilfred Randall he 
said "witness after witness before 
this enquiry has cast Australia in 
the role of an oppressor." 

Mr. Randall said ”1 do not, " 
and Sir John replied "I know, you 
do not, but you are unique." 

Mr. Randall is not unique in 
recognising how much Australia 
has given to Norfolk, and what a 
benefit it is to have the protection 
and wisdom Australia provides. 

Every thinking person on the Island 
acknowledges those benefits. We 
do not express appreciation often 
enough, perhaps, and should be 
expressing it more frequently to the 
Royal Commission. 

At the same time, there are 
reasons for a belief on Norfolk that 
Australia sometimes brushes aside 
matters that are important from our 
point of view. Some of the reasons 
are very old, and perhaps do not 
have much meaning any more. Some 
are more recent. 

Bernard Christian-Bailey-told the 
Commission that he felt Australia 
wanted to include Norfolk in its 
social benefit and tax systems, and 
received a barrage of questions in 
reply. 

"Is that your feeling, that 
Australia really wants to give you ' 
the social security system, and 
hence taxation?" Counsel asked. 
"What makes you think that 
Australia wants to spend the money? 
.... Has a Minister of the Crown 
or the Prime Minister ever said 
anything to that effect? ... By way 
of a press release or on a visit to 
the Island? .... Is there any real 
basis for this anxiety that you say 
exists? It is just pessimism, is it 
not, as far as you are concerned?" 

Sir John Nimmo added "It is 
always difficult to ascertain who 
raises these hares, and sometimes 
it is even more difficult to chase 
them and dispose of them...." 

ON THURSDAY, MARCH 20th, 
the now - editor of the News 
conducted a tape-recorded press 
interview with the Hon. Gordon 
Bryant, Minister for the Capital 
Territory, and Mr. L. Engledow, 
Secretary of the Department. 

"The Australian Government has 
always had the feeling that the 
Norfolk community should be part 


of the system of social benefits 
that has been developing ori the 
mainland, " said Mr. Engledow, 
in the course of the interview. 

"There are some areas of social 
activity in which it is undesirable 
for the standards to fall below 
the accepted norm of the rest of 
Australia, " said the Minister. 

"One of those is education, one is 
health services and on is social 
security measures of various sorts." 

"If the Australian Government 
has to fund it, then a large part 
of the decision-making process 
should be in the hands of the 
Australian Government --- in 
short, he who pays the piper is 
entitled to call the tune ...." 
said Mr. Engledow. 

THERE IS PROBABLY a natural 
tendency for Australians coming 
across a Norfolk belief that seems 
strange, to dismiss it as a myth or 
a supposition. However odd some 
island ideas may appear to main- 
landers, we hope the'Commission 
will not assume they are hares that 
could be disposed of, if only they 
could be chased, and we heartily 
support Ma Adams final words as 
she concluded her testimony: 

"May God bless you all in your 
decisions. ” 
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Social, school &. 
club news 


Last Thursday evening at the 
Hospital the annual general meeting 
of the N.I. Red Cross was held to 
elect new office bearers and to hear 
an address from Sir John Nimmo on 
his involvement with the International 
Red Cross League since the war. 

Because of a health problem Sir 
John was unable to serve in the armed 
forces in 1939 and joined die Red 
Cross, where he helped bring relief 
to the countless thousands of 
innocent people who suffered as a 
.result of the war. 

Sir John was among the first of the 
allies to enter Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp near Hanover, 
Germany, where it has been 
estimated 30, 000 Jews died at the 
hands of the Nazis. 

He said that when the allies entered 
Belsen of the 50, 000 inmates, some 
10, 000 were already dead from 
starvation, and in the week that 
followed their release another 
13, 000 died, too ill to recover, 
despite the fact that freedom was now 
theirs. 

He worked for years during the war 
helping refugees regain what.was left 
of their families and homes, or 
helping them to emigrate to new 
less strife-torn countries. 

Sir John explained that the 
International League of the Red 
Cross is a separate entity of the 
Red Cross organisation whose 
relief work is solely for countries 
affected by war, whereas the 
relief organisation is for natural 
disasters such as famine relief 
in India and Ethiopia and after 
floods, cyclones etc. Australia 
has felt the helping hand of the 
Red Cross Relief Organisation in 
the wake of Cyclone Alison. 

The meeting was very well 
attended. Those present 
included the Administrator and 
Mrs Pickerd, Sister Bonnie 
Quintal, Barbara Goudie, Elsie 
Hickey, Kath Welsh. Mr. and 
Mrs. N.H. McIntyre, Julie 
South and Henry Smith. 

Office bearers for the coming 
year are the same as last year with 


the exception'of the vice 
president's chair which, having 
been vacated by Mrs. Pickerd, 
is to be filled by Mrs. Deacon. 

A delicious supper was served 
after this most stimulating 
meeting. 



The pretty poppet in this picture 
is Miss Sonya Kendall who celebrated 
her sixth birthday last Saturday at her 
home off Grassy Road with a party for 
about 10 of her friends. 

On the right is Sonya's sister 
Elizabeth. 


Ron and Norma Hoskins are with us 
again for a brief holiday with their 
3 daughters, Wendy, Rhonda and Ann. 
Ron, who was the Qantas Engineer 
here three years ago, has travelled 
and lived far and wide since leaving. 
They have been posted to Singapore, 
Kuala Lumpur (which Norma hated) 
and Melbourne, where they are 
living now. 


Andy Thebo returned last weekend 
to America after two happy weeks 
looking up old friends on Norfolk. 
Barbara and their daughter Christine 
are staying on for another fortnight 
before returning to W ashington and 
school for Christine. 


N.S.W. Teachers May 
Stay On at School 

NORFOLK'S SCHOOL should not 
be extended to cover 5th and 6th 
forms, in the opinion of headmaster 
Ian McCowan. 

He told the Royal Commission last 
week that extending the school 
would be "difficult and expensive." 

"Fifth and sixth form teachers are 
highly specialised, and you would 
have to have a team of specialist 
teachers, seven or eight teachers, 
to teach a handful of children.He 
said it would also require a huge 
expansion in the school library, and 
added "I fee)'that it would be in the 
best interests of "the student to go 
overseas. ” 

The morning before his appearance 
at the Commission, he had made a 
quick survey of- the plans of present 
fourth -form ers. Four’ of them planned 
to go on tofifthform on the mainland, 
two were undecided, and eleven said 
they would not go on. 

He then asked how many would go 
on if there were fifth and sixth form 
classes on Norfolk. All said they 
would. 

In 1973, only two of a class of 23 
went overseas to continue their 
schooling. In 1974, five out of 27 
went. 

But the headmaster said he knew 
of no worthy student being denied 
the opportunity for further education. 
He said it put a very heavy burden 
on family finances, however, and 
felt larger subsidies would be a good 
idea. 

Mr. McCowan also said that he 
knew of no further development in the 
idea of having Commonwealth 
Teaching Service teachers at the 
school, rather than N.S.W. teachers. 
Counsel asked if Mr. McCowan would 
be the first to know if such a plan 
were being implemented, and Mr. 
McCowan said no, the Administrator 
would be first to know. "But I would 
be second, not long after," he added. 
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Friday Exchange Rates 

$A1 bought-- 


UK 

NZ 

FRANCE 

HONG KONG 

JAPAN 

N’LANDS 

SWITZ'D 

W. GERMANY 

FIJI 

USA 

NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 


£E - 5956 
$NZ 1. 0196 
F.Fr 5.359 
$HK 6.503 
Yen 383.53 
F 3.381 
S.Fr 3.455 
Dm 3.278 
$F 1.0528 
$US 1,3002 


CFP Ft. 101. 84 
Par. 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 

Syd. Syd. Akl. AH Bje. Bne . 

M - - 10.30 11.30 - 

T. 

W 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

T - - - 2.00 - 

F - • - 10.30 .11.30 - 

S 1.45 3.00 10.30 11.30 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 


REAL ESTATE BOOM OVER 

THE LAND BOOM on Norfolk 
in the late 1960's and early 
1970’s has definitely fallen away, 
estate agent and auctioneer 
Greg Quintal informed the 
Royal Commission last week. 

He said that in 1963 perhaps 75% 
or 85% of the Island's land was 
owned by Pitcairn descendants, 
and there was little market for 
properties for sale. He cited one 
18^ acre property that sold for 
$3, 500 then, although he said some 
properties sold for a lot more. 

At the height of the boom land 
was averaging $10, 000 an acre, 
he said, and he knew of one quarter 
acre block with a magnificent view 
that sold for $10, 500. 

Land currently being offered was 
priced much lower. He said he 
knew of one 4| acre property with 
water that was available for $15, 000, 
and another 6 acre property, with a 
good view, that was priced at 
$9,000. He said this was about the- 
cheapest land that could be bought 
these days, and that it is still quite 
difficult for a young couple to find 
a one or two acre block they can 
afford. 


1,000 BEDS? OR 1,200?} 

A DISCREPANCY in basic planning $ 
for the Island's future tourist industry 
appeared in last week's Royal 
Commission testimony. 

In a well-documented submission 
Phil Page, President of the Norfolk 
Island Tourist Board, said the agreed 
limit of 1, 000 tourist beds on the 
Island was "realistic, at least up 
to 1980." 

But he added that the target 
limit of 20, 000 tourists a year by 
1980 was "unrealistic." 

Richard Bataille, President of 
Committees of the Council, said 
later in the week that the limit 
established by Council was 1,200 
beds by 1980. He was replying to a 
question from Mr. Hampson, Q. C., 
about the Island's town planning 
policies. 

Mr. Bataille said that last October 
Council had agreed on limits of 
20, 000 tourists a year and 1,200 
tourist beds by 1980. 

Mr. Page commented later that 
Norfolk accommodated about 18, 000 
tourists last year with a total of about 
750 tourist beds. He said that a 
limit of 1, 000 beds was ndt in 
balance with a limit of 20, 000 
tourists,- and that a bed limit of 
1,200 was even less so. He added 
that Council did not have among its 
members a full practical under¬ 
standing of the operations of a 
tourist industry. 

The News understands that some 
Councillors are in favour of 
increasing the number of tourist 
beds well above the bare required 
minimum, as a means of stimulating 
competition and encouraging 
proprietors to improve the standard 
of accommodation offered on the 
Island. These Councillors believe 
that a tight supply of accommodation 
allows sub-standard flats to flourish, 
and that this results in dissatisfied 
visitors who harm Norfolk's long¬ 
term reputation when they return home. 


Air Cargo Position 

AS OF LAST FRIDAY Qantas in 
Sydney reported 888kg of air cargo 
on hand. 

Air New Zealand's cargo section 
in Auckland telexed Burns Philp, 
Norfolk agents, that they had no 
backlog, but were expecting heavy 
shipments of fresh meat to Norfolk 
over the next two weeks. 


NEW SHOP IN VILUGE 

WYNNE PERCIVAL has started work 
constructing a new shop building on 
land at the head of the Norfolk 
Village shopping centre in Burnt 
Pine. 

The Gallery and Paris Boutique 
will move into the building when 
it is completed. Target completion 
date is "when it gets done, " 
according to Wynne, but he thinks 
the job will take a couple of 
months. 

An architectural designer, he has 
planned the building to be 
especially attractive, with shingle 
roof, arched mullioned windows 
and a timbe.r-grain facade. The 
facade will be of a 5/8” hardy 
material, produced with a grained 
surface. Wynne says its fire- 
resistance greatly reduces 
insurance premiums. 


WALKERS TO HIBISCUS 

BRUCE WALKER and his wife 
Yoland have been appointed to 
manage Rick Irvine's Hibiscus 
Flats in New Cascade Rd. 

Bruce was manager of the South 
Pacific until recently. 

The Walkers began their new 
duties last week, after returning 
from a holiday overseas. 


Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 33 24/7/75 

Royal Commission: After July and 
Aug. sittings at N. t., sittings at Can¬ 
berra, Melbourne, possibly elsewhere; 
then probably a final N. I. sitting. 
Intending witnesses not giving writ¬ 
ten notice by 5/Q/7G may not be 
heard in August. 

George Park made member of Li¬ 
quor Licensing Board following re¬ 
tirement of Thomas Jackson. 

Stephen McMullen application to 
be licensee, South Pacific Hotel. 

Police Station now in Douglas Dr. 
Painter , plasterer, 3 carpenters and 
labourer wanted for about 9 months 
work on restoration program. 

First Day covers of new 350 and 
100 stamps for 55c at Post Office. 
Stamps to be withdrawn lo/8/7t ; 

UPU 100,150, 350, 400; 450 Birds. 
Murra y Holdings Ltd. struck off 
register; Ashburton Development 
and Olympus Holdings to be struck 
off 23/10/75. 




CCC SHIPPING NEWS 


NEW FREIGHT RATES went into effect 
for all ocean shipping from Sydney to 
Norfolk last week. 

In general, all categories of freight 
have increased by about $7.45 per 
metre or tonne. 

The rise was made necessary by 
sharply higher costs in Sydney 
harbour. As a result of increases 
granted on May 12th and 19th. water¬ 
side workers’ wages have gone up 
from $112.70 per week to $142.70 
per week; foremen stevedores from 
$136.90 to $174.20; and clerks-in- 
charge from $148.30 to 181. 90. 

Levies have also increased from 
$2. 97 per man-hour to $3.87. 

This means a 32$ increase in 
Sydney stevedoring costs, or $6. 00 
per ton. An additional $1,44 per 
ton is needed to cover increased 
operating costs and Norfolk charges. 

The freight increase, translated 
into specific items, equals 3.75 
cents on a packet of Weetbix, . 625 
cents on a l4oz tin of canned milk, 
and 2. 5 cents on a 2kg packet of 
sugar. 

Small motor cars will cost $35.30 
more to ship, and medium sized 
cars $43.80. 

As we mentioned last week, 
freight on bulls and stallions is 
now lower, as a result of 
submissions from the Primary 
Producers Association on Norfolk. 

They will travel for the same rate 
as cows, now $170, which is $54.45 
lower than the rate for bulls and 
stallions has been. 



Voy. 

Voy. 


Voy. 


52 due depart Sydney 5th August 
due arrive Norfolk bth August 

7 due depart Sydney 2bth August 
due arrive Norfolk 3rd September 
due depart Auckland bth September 
due arrive Norfolk 12th September 

8 due depart Sydney 25th September 
due arrive Norfolk 30th September 
due depart Auckland 7th October 
due arrive Norfolk 10th October 


" I L E d e L U M 1 E R E " 



CCG's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (NX) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC s agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC's agents in 

in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 






SPORTS 



BLUES WERE JUST TOO GOOD - FINE 
SHOWING BY REDS IN SECOND HALF, 
BUT THEY LEFT IT TOO LATE 


WHILE IN NEW ZEALAND recent¬ 
ly 1 was fortunate to see first hand 
colour television and its effect on 
sport. 

My reaction like everyone else 
who has seen it was - fantastic - 
better than being at the event. 

1 wa« lucky enough to see: - 
NZ play Wales in Rugby League, 
the Ali-Bugner Fight live from 
Kuala Lumpur, Ash-Connor 
Wimbledon Final and scenes from 
the Heatway Motor Rally won this 
year by New Zealand's Mike 
Marshall driving his works prepared 
Motorcraft Escort. 

What amazed me the most was 
the technical excellence of the TV 
coverage and especially the clarity 
and quality of the colour - not 
Kodacolor, Eastmancolor or Agfa- 
color but just ordinary colour. 1 
thought it would deteriorate by 
satellite but not on your nelly - 
the colour from Kuala Lumpur for 
the Ali-Bugner fight was even more 
natural - the fight by the way was 
a non-event with nothing happening 
over 15 rounds - who said big time 

boxing wasn't rigged.Ali 

won by points for $1 million, Bugner 
lost for an undisclosed amount, al¬ 
though well worth the trip out to 
Malaysia. Frazier is due to have 
another go at Ali on October 1st this 
year and if he wins will take Ali's 
purse as well. That’s the bet-they 
had during round 10 against Bugner 
at Kuala Lumpur, they touched 
fists in agreement then Frazier sat 
down and Ali bounced off.the ropes 
to continue dancing with Bugner 
in what should have been die world 
ball room dancing championships. 

i 

AUSTRALIA -v- MCC 

THE SECOND CRICKET Test 
Australia versus the MCC is due to 
start on Thursday around 10 pm local 
time if you want to tune in to Radio 
Australia ABC. 

After the hiding in the 1st Test my 
pick is for another Australian victory 
by just as a convincing margin. 


DENNIS LILLEE - has turned down 
an attractive offer to become Captain- 
Coach of Sydney’s Cricket Club 
Waverley - having decided to remain 
in W, A. upon an incentive to stay 
with his current employers in Perth. 


BLUES 21 - REDS 13. 

A F'NE SUNNY afternoon at the 
Kingston Oval was shared by a good 
crowd to see the clash between Long- 
ridge and the Cascade Teams in theii 
match of the day. Good to see that 
Cascades are now back to full strength 
with the addition of three new play¬ 
ers, Mouller, Connors & Harrison. 

The oval was in fine condition if 
a bit lumpy considering what it was 
like the week before. 

Right from the kick off referee, 
ohn Snelling, made an impression 
on the game that he was not going 
to stand for any monkey business and 
penalized the Reds for high tack'ing 
and holding the player and not lett¬ 
ing him play the ball. 

Reds paid the penalty foi this which 
Sid Cooper placed between the posts 
for 2-NIL. 

Gary Svenson crossed the line 
following constant pressure from the 
Blues but Cooper failed to convert 
which put the score to 5-0. 

Blues dominated the game both 
with possession and territorially in 
the first half and put endless pressure 
on the Reds defence. 

Once again a penalty for a head 
high tackle by Yarm Menzies put 
Blues ahead by a further 2 points to 
lead 7-0. 

'Still on attack throughout this spell 
Kunky Evans for Blues scored a bruis¬ 
ing try which Captain Cooper con¬ 
verted to make the score 12-0. 

Another 2 penalties by Sid Cooper 
made the score 16-0 at half time. 

Blues certainly deserved their 
supremacy at half time having had 
completely the better of the first 
spell in outplaying, handling, share 
of die ball and territorial advantage 
over the jaded looking Cascade Team. 

The start of the second half saw a 
complete change in the game - Reds 
replacements included Harrison & 
Adams and completely changed the 
complexion of die game. 

Why the Reds made their run in the 
second half no one will know? But 
they came from behind to score 13 


points and all the Blues managed to 
score was 5 points. 

Peter Harris was certainly the 
secret weapon with Neil Connors for 
the Reds and really gave the Blues 
something to think about and the 
Greens too judging by the comments 
on the sideline. Lookout next week - 
the Green machine was busy making 
notes. 

After an all Red 2nd half Alan 
Bataille raced in to put a seal on the 
match which Cooper converted to put 
Blues ahead 21-13. 

Congratulations to the Blues on a 
good win and also to Referee John 
Snelling who put his head on the block 
about penalizing over vigorous play 
and not allowing tempers to start to 
fray - a sight that has become too 
frequent in recent months through 
referees not having a firm hold on 
the game. 

The player of the day award was 
won by the Reds most stalwart play¬ 
er Kelvin Adams. 


NEWS FROM MONTREAL 

THE ORGAN SING COMMITTEE 
of the '76 Olympic Games has 
reduced its offer to Europe for tele¬ 
vision rights of the Games from 
US$30 million to US$20. 9 million. 
This is a major concession to Euro¬ 
pean viewers whose countrymen 
have won 69°Jc of all Olympic med¬ 
als and will be represented in Mon¬ 
treal by 597c of the total athletes 
competing. The Olympic Programme, 
an average of 9 hours a day for 16 
days, will be watched in Europe by 
an estimated 300 million viewers at 
an average cost of 4 cents per viewer - 
makes the offer one of the most econ¬ 
omical purchases of TV programme, 
available today. 

Costs by the hour fo. the 16 day 
event will cost Britain $21, 000'hour, 
France $23, 000 hour, West Germany 
$27, OOQ/hour and Italy $10. OOOihou 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 


MRS. HELEN BLUMENTHAL, a New Zealand artist who has 
been visiting Norfolk for the first time over the past three 
weeks, spent her holiday sketching trees, birds, ruins, old 
homes and landscapes. She also wrote a poem, "Homage 
to Norfolk”. 


She and her daughter Ruth enjoyed their stay at Colony 
Lodge despite a fair amount of rain, and hope to return for 
another trip before long, with Mr. Blumenthal. 

We’re happy to be able to print her poem, and reproduce 
one of her drawings. We hope to show more in future issues. 




THIS IS THE ISLAND I DREAMED OF 
IN CHILDHOOD ON OTHER SHORES. 

HERE IS THE HISTORY UNFOLDED. 

TIME MELLOWED PATINAS ON GREEN TERRAINS, 



X 


SENDER; 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 11# 

To New Zealand 24# 


TO: 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take * 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



Burns 


■-FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE¬ 


TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address paneL 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
■ 4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape at the "X", and add postage stamps. 








Tourist Guides Map 
+‘ThisWeek in Norfolk’ 

LIFT-OUT INCLUDED WITH THIS COPY 
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: 'PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


air Fares tu Sydney will soar to over $200 


uantas aiming At a 
*750,000 Yearly Gain 

AN INCREASE of nearly 50ft in 
Qantas fares to Sydney is expected 
to be confirmed and announced in 
the next week or ten days. 

A "News" Canberra correspon¬ 
dent reports that Qantas has put a 
submission to the Department of 
Transport asking for an increase 
in the return fare to well over 
$ 200 . 

The increase has not yet been 
finalised, and may be altered 
slightly before approval. 

But authoritative mainland 
sources say that a rise is a fore¬ 
gone conclusion, and that it will be 
the biggest since the Qantas service 
started; 

Rumours on'the Island late last 
week put the increase at 30ftor 
•50*. 

The Department of Transport 
decision will probably be about 
mid-way between those two 
figures. 

Assuming a 40ft rise, the hew 
return fare would be $219.52 -- 
$62.72 higher than the existing 
fare. 

the rise follows the Australian 
Government’s refusal to subsidise 
Qantas losses on the Norfolk run, 
and a decision that Norfolk fares 
should be calculated on much 
the same basis as domestic fares 
within Australia. 

Qantas has been reported to be 
$750, 000 a year in loss on the 
Norfolk service, even before Air 
New Zealand took over the 
Auckland-Norfolk leg with F28s 

THIS WEEK — KEY DOCUMENTS 
IN THE LATEST INSTALMENT OF 



recently. 

On the 12 ,,500 Australian 
tourists expected on the Island 
over the next 12 months, a 
$62.72 fare rise would add 
$784, 000 to Qantas' income 
on the run. 

The rise is not expected to 
reduce tourist travel to Norfolk. 

(See business page article). But 
it will hit residents hard. 

Air cargo rates will also rise. 
According to Lyle Snell, manager 
of the Qantas/Air New Zealand 
agency operated by Burns Philp, a 
fare increase would not affect 
anyone who holds a ticket and has' 
already commenced his journey. 

Holders of six-months entry 
permits, for example, will be 
able to return home on their 
existing return ticket within 12 
months of its issue date. 

But he said passengers buying 
tickets for a future trip would 
probably have only a 30-day, ; 
grace period in which the ticket 
would be accepted without 
additional charge. 

The expected new fares will 
put the Sydney trip.into about the 
same price per mile as the Norfolk- 
Auckland trip, following a 127c 
increase in Air New Zealand fares 
that was suddenly but quietly put 
into effect at the beginning of last 
month. The Auckland fare had 
been $132. It is now $150. 

Sydney is about 1/3 farther than 
Auckland, and 1/3 more than die 
present $150 Auckland fare would 
be $225 - not a bad guess for the 
figure Qantas should announce late 
this week or early next week. 

AUSTRALIAN TREASURER Bill.... , 
Hayden and family will visit Norfolk 
Isldnd this week, arriving Wednesday. 

Cabinet colleague Senator Cavanagh, 
now on Norfolk with his wife Etfrida 
believes there is no hidden signif¬ 
icance to Mr. Hayden's visit. 

"We are all trying to take a holiday 
over here before Parliament resumes 
sitting. ^ Senator Cavanagh said. 



||p|| 


A VERY SPECIAL 75TH 

SHE WAS SEVEN WHEN THIS 
PHOTO WAS TAKEN. SHE IS 
CELEBRATING HER 75th BIRTH¬ 
DAY TODAY. SEE INSIDE. 



LAW uUIRK m DELAY: 
m POSTAGE INCREASE 


AUSTRALIAN POSTAL fates'for ' 
mailing a letter will nearly double 
September 1st, from 10c to 18c. 

Norfolk postage to Australia will 
i increase die same amount, but this 
increase may not be put into effect 
until some time later, because of 
legal complications. 

Norfolk has it| own Posts and 
Telegraphs Law -- which says 
Island postage rates will be the 
same as those specified in the 
Australian P,osts and Telegraphs 
Act (rates) Act at the time. 

The problem is that there isn’t 
any Australian Posts aqd 
» Telegraphs (Rate^Aqt any more. 

It was rtpealed./ecently when 
the Post Master General’s 
! Department was replaced by the 
■■ new Postal Commission. 

Officiir Secretary Charles 
^CONTINUED PAGE 3 


FIONA- "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last# 
Miltons had the lot#.»now we’ve got 
it# What funl The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we’ll get 
it all home###he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line###” 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES ”We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me# It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot#. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday# 




MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



AT LAST! RUT-TORN 
ROADS TO BE FIXED 

Grader Working Now 
After 2 Months Out 

THE WORKS GRADER will roll out of 
the depot today, to the great joy of 
all who live on dirt roads. 

A two-month lay-off has enabled 
Admin staff to carry out a complete 
re-build, according to Works 
Supervisor Boonie Buffett. 

' This morning, Boonie will take his 
ute round a tour of the Island roads 
and map out a grading program to 
repair the damage caused by winter 
rain. 

The road sealing program will go 
before Council this Wednesday night 
for allocation of priorities. 

Mr. Buffett said that the resurfacing 
program would be pushed ahead as 
far as scarcity of materials permitted. 

Special fine material needed for 
resealing was only available in 
limited amounts. 

Other jobs listed for the Works 
Department include- 
--a vehicle shelter at the new 
Works Depot, to be paid for by the 
Admin. 

-- a second, bigger, cargo ramp 
for Cascade Jetty, making good 
damage done by Cyclone Alison, 
probably located near the old 
whaling station. 

-- work on the sea wall between 
Kingston Jetty, Slaughter Bay and 
Emily Bay. 

— extensions for the arts room at the 
Central School, improvements to 
the staff roorh and cleaners’ 
compley. _ 

POSTAL INCREASE 

FROM PAGE ONE 
Buffett says a new Norfolk 
Ordinance might have to be drafted 
and passed by the Australian 
Parliament to allow Island postal 
rates to increase. 

Drafting and passing a new 
Norfolk law in most cases takes well 
over a year. 

In emergencies the process can be 
speeded up, to a matter of several 
months or even less, depending on 
how seriously Australia regards the 
"emergency". This can be done by 
pushing other Australian bilk aside, 
and letting a proposed Norfolk law 
to have a clear track through the 
law-making maze. 

The Australian Government may 
not regard a new Norfolk Postal 
Ordinance as ranking ahead of 
some of its other problems these 
days. 



THE QUEEN MOTHER celebrates j 
her 75th birthday today. j 

When the photograph on our front j 
page was taken she was Lady Eliza- j 
beth Bowes-Lyon. I 

She married King Edward’s young-j 
er brother Albert, and following Ed¬ 
ward’s abdication Albert became i 
King, taking the title of George VI. 


CHIEF MAG. ARRIVES 

CHIEF MAGISTRATE C.F. Kildu" 
is to preside over his first sitting of 
the Court of Petty Sessions on Tues¬ 
day, as foreshadowed in the News 
several weeks ago. 

He will hear two adjourned crimi¬ 
nal matters, and three or four traf¬ 
fic cases. Both criminal matters 
are related to tile motor vehicle 
ordinance. 

At the Council meeting set for 
Wednesday there will be discussion 
of Mr. Kilduff’s visit, the procedur¬ 
al arrangements under which. A.C.T. 
magistrates will serve in the local 
court, and a proposed amendment 
to the Court of Petty Sessions Ordi- . 
nance, which would raise the limits 
of matters the court is able to deal 
with. 4 

- 1 — 

top job in Paradise 

ADVERTISEMENTS for a new Ad¬ 
ministrator in mainland papers led 
to a telephone interview with Air 
Commodore E. T. Pickerd by a re¬ 
porter from "The Australian" last 
week. 

He wanted to know what a Norfolk 
Administrator’s life was like. 

"It’s the most demanding, frus¬ 
trating, divisive experience any 
human being can go through," the 
Administrator told him. 

"But if I had my time over I’d do 
it again, " Mr. Pickerd added. 

The "Australian" journalist said 
that when he rang Norfolk, he ex¬ 
pected they would bring the Ad¬ 
ministrator in off the beach, sun¬ 
ning himself. 


.Legal Adviser David Rumpit is 
studying the situation and is 
expected to give the Admin an 
opinion shortly. 
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FREE aGUIi-MIOaTIUN 
FOR 3-DaY VIoITOR 

A SYDNEY BUSINESSMAN facing 
multi-million dollar fraud charges 
was flown from Norfolk Island yester¬ 
day under police guard. 

The man, arrested at Hotel Nor¬ 
folk on Thursday, spent Friday and 
Saturday nights locked in the cells 
at Kingston. 

A special sitting of the Court of 
Petty Sessions on Saturday after¬ 
noon refused the 42-year -old man 
’ bail, and remanded him in the cus¬ 
tody of Detective-Sergeant Jack 
Lucss, Chief of the New South Wales 
Fraud Squadl The man was already 
charged with fraud on $1.88 million 
involving the Harbourside Oil (N.L.) 

Sergeant Lucas told the court the 
defendant might face additional 
charges involving $3-$4 million. 

The man was due to appear in 
Sydney's Central Court today. 

The three magistrates sitting in 
the Norfolk Court on Saturday were 
told that the man had arrived from 
Sydney by last Wednesday's plane. 

He had a ticket to carry him on 
to New Zealand last Friday and to 
Honolulu on Monday. 

An open ticket then carried him 
to the United States, Lebanon, and 
back to Sydney. 

During the bail application the 
Court was told that the man had 
intended to travel overseas for 
business reasons. 

He had travelled the world on 
numerous occasions during the last 
12 months. 

Police Headquarters in Sydney 
allertcd Island police, Thursday after¬ 
noon and a warrant for his arrest was 
issued. 


WE.. SHORTS FIELD 

SMALL-SIDE HOCKEY, touch-rugby 
and soccer will get under way beneath 
floodlights this December. 

Construction of the 150 by 50 metre 
playing field beside the Prince Phillip 
Youth Centre has begun with dumping 
. of soil from the new Works Depot. 

Once the field is levelled by grader, 
according to Mr. Brian Nunn, 
volunteers will rake it over. 

"We want to get this done in the 
next three weeks" Mr. Nunn said. 

Grass should grow in time for games 
to start in December if all goes well. 

"The playing field doesn't interfere 
with the barbeque area” Mr. Nunn 
said. 

The ground will be too small for 
full teams, but will be fine for five 
or six a game. 

"The idea is to build; up. a pregram " 
Mr, Nunn said, "and we are hoping 
to get leagues going." 

The project has been sponsored by 
Rotary and the Youth Council. 
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AUTOMAT 


FUN TO DRIVE. 



ALFAR AEO 
AUTOM 1C 



You can drive 
it like an Alfa. Or you 
can drive it like an 
automatic. 


^R^ ai,a 

vLJ / romeo 

AN INVESTMENT IN SAFETY 


Berlina 2000 Automatic. 


Should arrive on the next "Port de France." Test-drive at 
DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATMCIC 

p.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC * 2899 





Australia willing to provide adequate police 
for Norfolk Island, says, minister Cavanagh 


AUSTRALIAN POLICE are taking a 
new interest in Norfolk Island \ 
following reports of drug trafficking 
here. 

The Australian Minister for Police 
and Customs, Senator James Cavanagh 
said the Island was becoming more 
important to police for this reason. 

"It's not much concern to Australia 
if they are brought in to Norfolk 
Island” Senator Cavanagh said. 

"But it is important if they are going 
out. ” 

Senator Cavanagh arrived with his 
wife Elfrida last Wednesday, and 
leave this Wednesday. 

He said his visit was partly on 
business and partly to relax 
before the next session of Federal 
Parliament. 

He had spoken to the two. 
Commonwealth police stationed 
on the Island. 

His department would be 
putting a submission to the Royal 
Commission, Senator Cavanagh 


stated, and would express 
willingness to supply whateve’r 
size force was needed to police 
Norfolk adequately. 

However, the question qf 
payment for providing policing 
would have to be considered. 

Senator Cavanagh forecast no 
alterations to Norfolk's present 
system of setting its own 
customs duties being initiated by 
his department. 

Norfolk was jealous of its 
administration of the system, 
which provided a large proportion 
of revenue, he said. 


SERVICE HOMES DEPUTY 

EX-SERVICEMEN and women will 
have a chance this week to talk with 
the Assistant Director of Defense Ser¬ 
vice homes, Mr. N. Austin. 

He is expected to arrive Saturday, 
and stay through August 17th. 


ROYAL umssiun hearings resume today 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND Royal 
Commission resumes today after a 
recess of one week. 

The Commission is expected to 
sit for.u'* to three weeks in the new 
session, winding up when the witness 
list comes to an end. 

Hearings are expected to begin in 
Canberra and Sydney at the end of 
August or early September. 

The Royal Commissioner, Justice 
Sir John Nirrimo, and his wife arrived 
on yesterday's plane from Sydney. 

Major submissions this week are 
expected from the Chamber of 
Commerce,’ the Fk ,a& Fauna Soci ¬ 
ety and the Department of Capital 
Territories. 

• 

THE SECRETARY of the Department 
of the Capital Territory, Mr. Lou 
Engledow, is expected to arrive on 
the island on Wednesday. 

The Department is making a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal .Commission 
on Thursday.' 

Mr. Bill Syrette will be attending 
the second group of Royal Commission 
hearings on behalf of the Depart¬ 
ment, rattier then Mr. Kevin Til- 
brook. 

Mr. Syrette, executive, assistant in 
the Smaller Territories Branch of the 
Department, handled all arrange¬ 
ments for the recent Norfolk Island 
Council tour of several Australian 
municipal governments. 

• 

THE TENT borrowed from the Girl 
Guides and used for three weeks as 


the office of Royal Commission Sec¬ 
retary Mr. Lynn Dudley was struck 
and returned to normal duty over 
the weekend. 

, With the move of the Norfolk Po¬ 
lice station to Douglas Drive, the 
former police headquarters rodm 
behind the Officers Quarters buil¬ 
ding has been freshly painted, and 
Mr. Dudley's desk and chair moved 
in for the remainder of the Commis¬ 
sion hearings on the island. 

While the green, cone-shaped 
tent was a bit incongruous in the 
formal atmosphere of the Royal 
Commission, it was necessary be¬ 
cause the Secretary couldn't find 
adequate office space in the limited 
rooms in the Officers Quarters. 

"I'm quite happy in a tent," Mr. 
Dudley told the News during the 
first three-week sittings. "I've 
lived a lot of my life in a tent." 

« 

HERE IS THE LI£T of witnesses 
scheduled to be called this week: 
Monday „ W.J. Lackey, Neil 
Taverner, J.A. Selby aqd Allan 
Payne. 

Tuesday R. Irvine for the Chamber 
of Commerce, Ken Ndfebs, Rosemary 
Quintal and Celia Bigg. 

Wednesday John Glover for the Flora 
& Fauna Society, Garry Richards, 

Cr. Ab Bathie and Ngaire Douran. 
Thursday L. Engeldow for the 
Department of Capital Territories, 
Ivens Buffett, Joan Campbell and 
John Anderson. 

Friday . Rod Buffett and Isa Lupton 


MuNEY-RAlblNB WEEK 

Planned by bibters 

They Hope To Pay For 
Better Hosp. Housing 

NURSES AND SISTERS at the 
Hospital are planning a week- 
long fund-raising campaign to 
initiate an ambitious project -- 
building their own accommo¬ 
dation. 

Planning is still in the early 
stages, according to Sister Glyn 
Jenkins, and the week chosen may 
have to be put back from the 
September-October period 
originally proposed. - 
"We have planned to have a 
week of fetes, maybe car rallies, 
treasure hunts, a walkathon and 
a cabaret night and floor show 
with die help of Scotty Nagle” 

Glyn said. 

Glyn gives credit for the 
original scheme to hospital 
Pharmacist Dick Crosby, but the 
week will be a combined'effort, 
she says. 

The present living quarters at 
the hospital have been criticised 
over recent years as inadequate and 
depressing. 

Giving evidence to the Royal 
Commission, Medical Officer, Dr. 
Henry Smith said the quarters, in 
his opinion, should not be 
improved. , i 

It would be better for the girls 
to live out, Dr. Smith said. 

JUDO CLUB IN BEAN SHED 

THUMPS, BUMPS AND SCREAMS 
from the old Bean Shed at Middle - 
gate at night wont't mean uncon¬ 
trolled mayhem taking place -- 
just controlled mayhem. 

The Norfolk Island Judo Club 
Auxiliary has had the floor 
sanded, and lighting is to be 
installed shortly. 

Youth Councillor Ricky Quintal, 
who has been teaching judo in the 
Shed on Wednesday afternoons as 
a school sport, hopes to get a 
gymnasium going there for 
evening use by anyone interested. 

"If anyone has gym. equipment 
not being used, we can put it to 
good use." Mr. Quintal said. 

This included things like 
chest expanders and mirrors. 

The mirrors would be mounted 
on boards so that people training 
at judo, for instance, could keep 
an eye on their own progress. 

Any retired athletes with 
equipment to donate can have it 
picked up by leaving a message 
for Mr. Quintal at 2100 or with 
his wife at Prentices. 
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Books in the Library - The News Review 

SMILING WILLIE AND THE TIGER 
by John Harris 


UREE TU DO INSPECTIONS 

HEALTH INSPECTOR Tony Guiseppe 
left Norfolk Saturday for an extended 
off-island stay of six or eight weeks. 

During his absence Bruce Cree will 
take over.as quarantine officer in 
charge of clearing incoming aircraft 
and ships. Health matters will be 
arranged for by Jack Bartley, the 
government dental officer, or Dr. 
Henry Smith, medical officer. 

Inspection of sanitary facilities in 
new building projects will be handled 
by building inspector Jack Clapp. 

FENCE POSTS WILL BE 
SCARCE UNTIL NOVEMBER 

LANDHOLDERS WAITING for 
fenceposts can expect the current 
shortage to ease by the end of 
November. 

Forester Kik Quintal said that all 
the present output of tanalised 
eucalyptus posts was being taken up 
for two official projects. 

These were fencing the Mount Pitt 
Reserve, and replacing the fence 
around Selwyn Pine Reserve on Anson 
Bay Road. 

However, Mr. Quintal said that the 
tanalising plant could accept work 
from anyone who had his own posts and 
wanted them treated.- 


I wanted to review a funny book 
his week, and narrowed the choice 
down to a toss-up between "Smiling 
Willie and the Tiger" and my 
latest copy of "Mad" magazine. 

Both seemed equally comic and 
both equally turn on the laughing- 
box, but my selection was made for 
me when I found that "Mad" 
had been used to light the Braemar 
and nobody I knew had a copy I 
could steal at short notice, so 
Smiling Willie it had to be. I 
took the foregoing action as a 
subtle dig Itmy poor taste in 
comics. 

The scene is set in South Africa 
as the Boer War drags to a finish, 
when three of the most inept 
thieves In literature, Smiling 
Willie, the Tiger and Dolly Fish, 
steal what they take to be a small 
army payroll. When they find it 
is a division's pay for six weeks 
and amounts to over fifty thousand 


pounds in gold they panic and 
bury it near a war-memorial, 
intending to return later to dig it 
up and reclaim it. Fortunately 
for them they are pursued by an 
officer as inept as they, and 
their escapes and near-collisions 
with him are the major business 
of the book. But the main 
attraction is the way in which the 
veldt and the out-and-out boredom 
and dreariness of the average South 
African one-horse township out in 
the sticks is conveyed -- a mixture 
of blazing sunshine and unimag¬ 
inative people, when a dog crossing 
the road is a major event. In fact 
it. sounds very much like any small. 
bush town in Australia, 

Everything works out unhappily 
for everybody in the end but I 
won't spoil the plot by revealing 
the denouement. Get it from the 
Library and read it yourself. 

Henry Smith. 


*LUNCrt aT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 


* The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk’s premier hotel... 
•X* Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only SI.50 


south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South 


Pacific 


telephone 2166 


Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jurnboburgers 
ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 
and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 
poultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or tea 

MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - 9.30PM..THURSDAY BARBECUE 7 - 9.30PM 
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LETTERS 


Evidence was given by Mr. John 
Ryves at the Royal Commission hear¬ 
ing on Friday 25th July 1975 and sub¬ 
sequently printed in the Norfolk 
Island News that I am connected 
with sixty companies formed by Ure 
Lynajn & Co. in which Mr. Ryves is 
involved. 

I wish to state categorically that 
this evidence and consequently the 
newspaper article are completely 
and utterly false. 

With the exception of one company 
and a subsidiary of that company - 
details of which I shall set out below - 
which were not formed by or have 
any connection with Ure Lynam & 

Co. or with the sixty companies 
mentioned, 1 have no connection 
whatsoever with any company act¬ 
ivities on Norfolk Island. 

Furthermore I have never at any 
time taken any action or entered 
into any scheme whatever to evade 
or avoid income tax, gift tax, death 
duty, estate tax or any other form 
of tax responsibility. My income is 
derived from property I own in 
Australia in respect of which I pay 
land tax etc, and on the income from 
which 1 pay income tax. 

The records of Administration at 
Kingston and those of the Income 
Tax Department, Sydney will verify 
the above stated facts. 

My wife (to whom the aforemen¬ 
tioned statements also apply in 
every respect) and 1 live on Norfolk 
Island because of our love of the 
island and our decision to do so was 
not motivated in any way by finan¬ 
cial gain or benefit. We have en¬ 
deavoured to settle quietly into the 
life we love on Norfolk and are most 
distressed that the need to write 
this letter has arisen. 

Comparatively early in our life on 
the Island I was made aware of 
opportunities to become a director 
of companies but made it clear that 
I was not interested in doing so. My 
directorship of the one company and 
its subsidiary to which I referred 
above, resulted partly from my friend¬ 
ship with Mf. Mark Parker of Perman¬ 
ent Trustee Co., an old established 
and highly respected company in 
Sydney, and partly from a long 
association with and knowledge of 
that company in Sydney. Mr. Parker 
came to Norfolk Island to establish 
Permanent Trustee Co. (N.I.) Limited, 
asked me if I would join the company 
as a director and I did so. 

I have received an apology from 
Mr. Ryves who also told me that he 
intends writing to the Royal Com ¬ 
mission and retracting the statement. 

I informed him that I would be writ¬ 


ing this letter and that I now intend 
■ Staking a submission to the Royal)) 
Commission myself to refute his 
testimony which has caused a great 
deal of unhappiness and distress to 
my wife and to me. 

Yours faithfully, 

Jim Trollope. 


LETTER 


29th July, 1975 


The Secretary, 

Norfolk Island Royal Commission. 
KINGSTON. N.I. 

Dear Sir, 

On reading the transcript of my 
submission and subsequent 
questioning, I believe a wrong 
interpretation could be placed 
on my evidence relating to 
associate directors in Company 
structures. 

I refer specifically to the names 
of Messrs. Trollope, Bataille 
and Davidson, which immediately 
followed my statement that I was 
involved with about sixty 
companies. 

The above gentlemen are only 
associate directors with one 
company, i. e., The Permanent 
Trustee Company on Norfolk 
Island, 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN RYVES. 
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-editorial- 

DURING THE LAST three weeks in 
July the News carried 43 separate 
articles about the Royal Commis¬ 
sion on Norfolk Island, including 
condensations of many of the sub¬ 
missions and much of the cross¬ 
questioning of witnesses. 

The objects of this coverage have 
been to present prompt reports of 
the Commission's transactions, for 
people unable to attend the hearings 
or too busy to read the very exten¬ 
sive pages of daily transcripts; to 
encourage wider awareness of the 
Royal Commission process, while 
it is actually going on; and to single 
out some of the facts and state¬ 
ments that seem to be most impor - 
tant and most interesting to people 
here and overseas who care about 
Norfolk. 

Sir John Nimmo probably had 
similar objects in mind when he 
contemplated broadcasting the 
full hearings. 

Last week, along with other ac¬ 
counts of the Commission proce- , 
dings, we carried a brief summary 
of Cr. Ryves'statements. It was an 
accurate account. But on reading 
the transcript of what he had told 
the Commission,., Cr. Ryves found 
he had made some statements 
that he wished to correct. His cor¬ 
rective letter to the Commission, 
and one from one of the persons 
who was distressed at the testi¬ 
mony, appear on this page. We 
understand Cr. Ryves has expressed 
his regret personally to each of the 
persons involved. The editor of 
the News has also sought out each 
of them, and expressed his regret 
that the article created any unde¬ 
served distress to anyone. We are 
glad to repeat that regret in print. 

If there were some space-age 
electronic button in the News of ¬ 
fice that allowed us to make past 
articles vanish, we would be de¬ 
lighted to press it sometimes. On 
this occasion, however, we would 
not press it. The story was a fair 
and accurate account of an im¬ 
portant statement by one of the 
island's leading citizens. The 
statement will stay recorded, in 
the News and in the Royal Commi¬ 
ssion transcripts. So will the cor¬ 
rective statement. 

Accurate newspapers sometimes 
hurt good people, and that may 
be one of the reasons many news¬ 
paper writers and editors often 
wear serious expressions. The only 
alternatives are to get out of news- 
papering, or to print merely pap, 
which is condescending to readers 
and in the long run a disservice 
to the community. 
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On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 

0 ^ 





Our object Is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of j 
stationery items*for home, ! 
office, club, school, gift j 
anti personal use. 

We have direct contact j 
with top-line suppliers ! 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re j. 
happy to ger it, as ; 
promptly as possible. j 

SCHOOLBOOKS AND SUPPLIES j 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES | 
+ PAPERBACKS - GREETING * 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 1 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- j 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER | 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL | 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + ! 

ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

A T THE MILK BAR 
Fernv Une 


RADIO NORFOLK- AUGUST 4 - 10 „ -- 

CMS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
.ual; 10. Local; 12. ' cal; 1 . World & co.al 


MONDAY 
7.00 Music, (Toon) 

10.00 Local News 
10.05 Short Storv 

10 .45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 
11.30 Profile 
12.00 Local News 
12. 05 Big Band Sounds 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Ronnie Aldrich 
10.00 Local News 
10.05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 
(Final Episode) 

II. 15 Brothers in Law 
12.00 Local News 

12.05 Spot Magazine 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music 

9.15 A'BC Scope 
10.00 News 
10.05 What Next 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 


11.30 Glums 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 International 
Call 

I. 00 News' 

THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Magazine ot Arts 

9. 30 Eric Cook & guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Dad’s Army 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

1.16 Seventh Day Adventist 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Beryl) 

9.15 Dt. Finlay's Case¬ 

book 

10.07 Local News 

10.05 World of Books 

10.20 Bookworm Reporting 

11.00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12.00 News 

1.00 News 

1.15 Church of England 


SATURDAY 

11. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 
1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 
1. 30 Top 10 

2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sport. Serv. 
SUNDAY 
4. 00 fcliisic 
4. 45 Top of Pops 
(Repeat) 

5.30 World News 
6 .00 The Glums 
(Comedy) 

6 .45 Children's story 
7.00 Magician's Nephew 
,7.15 Singers of Renown 
8 . 00 Don Juan (4> 

8 , 15 Accused in Box 

8 .45 Play - a Few Weeks 
Then Summer Will 

Be Over 

9.15 Classical Showcase 

9.45 Close 


MUSIC IN LONDON 

by Michael Moran 

"PIANO PLAYING CONSISTS 
intelligence, heart and technique. 

All should be equally developed. 
Withbu^.intelligence you will be a 
fiasco, without technique an amateur 
and without heart a machine. The 
profession has its perils. " 

VLADIMIR HOROWITZ 

There Ls a rumour circulating must 
cal circles here that Horowitz has 
been Invited to give a recital next 
year by an unknown enterpreneur and 
has accepted. The rumour flicks 
along with electrical velocity. 

Vladimir Horowitz was born in 
Kiev in 1904. He Is regarded as one 
of the last representatives of the late 
19th Century tradition of glistering 
pianlstic virtuosity (that of Godowsky, 
Rosenthal, Lehvinne, Rachmaninov). 
His Lisz&an temperament has a 
daemonic effect on many listeners. 
He has suffered nervous purgatory as 
the price of the adventurous game, 
the articulation of that tension be¬ 
tween chastity and passion contained 
in music. Horowitz has had to retire 
almost completely since 1953, ex¬ 
cept for the historic Carnegie Hall 



recital of May 1965. His testament 
for a whole generation of listeners 
lies in the grammophone recordings. 

The first company Horowitz re¬ 
corded with was RCA - up to the late 
50's. He now records exclusively 
for CBS. The issue of 14 Volumes 
entitled "Vladimir Horowitz Collec¬ 
tion" has recently been completed 
by RCA. They are re-issue# of all 
the recordings he made for them from 
1928 to 1959 and truly represent one 
of the pinnacles of pianlstic art. 

They are Monophonic issues which 
bring together reprocessed groups of 
the original 7S's and as such are in¬ 
expensive (around $.42.00) for the 
rare jewels they contain. Each 
record is devoted to a composer - 
Liszt. Chopin (3 volumes), Rach¬ 
maninov, Haydn and Moussorgsky, 
Clementi (3 rarely heard Sonatas), 
Scriabin, Beethoven (3 volumes). 

If you wish to sample one re - 
cording Initially and then be carried 
away on a tidal wave, listen to his 
account of Rachmaninov's Concerto 
N o. 3 In D minor Op. 30 - RCA 
^ H004 (Volume 4^. 

Even Rachmaninov, who had a father- 
son relationship with Horowitz 'was 
so completely astounded that he 
listened open-mouthed as Horowitz 
pounced upon the fiendish piece with 
the fury and voraciousness of a tiger.' 
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MQmmM TOURIST A<EWS 

A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENj^Y THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours, so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for 1c. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays Only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.3Oam^ Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy.Bathie 
at DeChe$ne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

j MONDAY 

| Housie, leagues Club 
; Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
i Film, Norfolk Hotel 
, TUESDAY 

. i Film, Paradise Hotel 
j Film, Leagues Club 
I Darts, R. S. L. Club J; 

! WEDNESDAY 

i School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
i Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
! N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Open Night. Norfolk Hotel 
' THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 

Film, R. S.L. Club 

SATURDAY | 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 

Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 

Housie, R. S. L. Club 

SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Gable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare., 

Christine Sheridan is the phofie 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P . O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Fridayjjfrqtn 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and front 10am 
to noon, and again from.*3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is ' 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
s over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance.» 

' The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.%ppm,.SatUrdays, 
and 9am t<^.2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


IT PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
JfciSr'^ but when you get there 
{// ^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 
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PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES.VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's £tore at Hospital Corner 







We love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, 
you will ultimately want a SONY. 


| Captain 55 
Portable 4-Band 



Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore” porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasurel 


Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radio for e 
elusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio featuri 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equippir 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superb sen: 
tivity. You can select either Local or DX (Distance) mode for tl 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptional 
sharp selectivity is assured due to ceramic filter in the IF stage 
The impressive 1.5-watt power output from the large speak 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the more i 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise enginee 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performance f 
many years to come. 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on hous 
hold current with the use of an optional AC power adaptor. 


Research Makes the Difference 




Sensitive New AM Portable 


Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 







Norfolk Island News — Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

. The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), .Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit- 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
rW+rtw* 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
UUUlUr • sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Vi si ting: n- 12 ; 2 - 4 ; 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
wpre something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P, QBox 94. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney In New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


...Reading...a Lifetime 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British hisrory were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bainty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given. Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. 1. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel ar 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School ar 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the' many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 INLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 
§ SLpODY BRIDGE, site of one. of Norfolk’s legends 

Q NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 
J CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O, T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



POINT HUNTER 

M ' N 0 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 am to 9 pm 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them., .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late, 



Many "Bounty" Names in 

While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have beep 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait — road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Crews that Work the Shi ps !,is htera s e s v stem primitive. 

~ The men who work it almost all have 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushelk Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k c gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they’re taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline” and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THF SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 
times getsknocked abput, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
arpund $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when onexrf the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG 


AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOA-D OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 







The Quintal Papers 

—~^. . s:r7r:.Trr-jz:-;,:...., . . 1 -, ", 1 ■" 


THIS WEEK WE CONTINUE pilo¬ 
ting transcripts of material In the 
strongbox containing "the Quintal 
Papers" -- a collection of letters, 
documents, typewritten copies of 
earlier papers -- that are in Greg 
Quintal's safekeeping but that "be¬ 
long to the* island," as his mother 
said. 


OF THE QUINTAL papers publish¬ 
ed so far in die News, this is probab¬ 
ly the most dramatic and convincing. 

Like all other papers in the collec¬ 
tion (except where we specify other¬ 
wise) it is a typewritten copy, taken 
from an original document or per¬ 
haps from a previous copy. 

In February 1866 Admiral Sir Fair¬ 
fax Mdresby presented a declaration, 
supported by copies of letters, to 
the Secretary of State for Colonies 
(then the Rt. Hon. Edward Cardwell). 

In the Quintal papers ir this copy 
of Admiral Moresby's declaration: 

"Statement.of Admiral Sir Fair¬ 
fax Moresby. In reference to the re¬ 
moval of the Pitcairn Islanders to 
Norfolk Island; with extracts from 
various Official Correspondences, 
and letters from the Revd. George 
Nobbs, the Chaplain of Norfolk 
Island. 

" Early in 1853. Her Majestys Govern¬ 
ment determined to accede to the re¬ 
quest of the Pitcairn Islanders, their 
desire to be transferred to Norfolk 
Island. 

"On the 14th of Decmb. 1853. It 
was notified to the Pitcairn Committee 
Fund by the Under Secy, of State for 
the Colonies that under these arrange¬ 
ments Instructions were given not to 
allow the lands in the.Island to be 
occupied by any other class of sett- 
lers- 

'This intimation of future arrange¬ 
ments was acceptable, and accepted 
by the Islanders as ensuring to them 
a continued Isolation, and contin¬ 
uance of their simple Laws and Policy. 

"They had distinctly expressed to me 
in May 1853. and in Sept. 1856 to 
Capt. Freemantle this circumstance] 

" Capt. Freemantle writes in his Dis¬ 
patch of the foregoing date "Their 
Lordships will observe that the Island¬ 


ers express a hope that they may be 
allowed to live in Norfolk island in 
the same seclusion from the rest of 
the world as they have hitherto done 
at Pitcairn; and it is impossible fow 
anyone who has been an eyewitness 
of their exemplary conduct and pious 
single minded character of these 
innocent People not to urge a compli¬ 
ance with a request so natural and so 
reasonable- That their request was 
complied with they had reason to be¬ 
lieve and rejoice in. 

"On the 21st April 1856 the Morayshire 
arrived at Pitcairn with Lieut. Gregoile 
on board to conduct the transit to Nor¬ 
folk Island, on which occasion Mr 
Nobbs notes in his Journal "The Moray¬ 
shire boats landed bringing the Com¬ 
mander of the ship and.Lieut. Gregorie 
of the Juno appointed to superintend 
the embarkation of all those who were 
disposed to accept of Her Majestys 
gracious offer - to wit Norfolk Island 
and all that appertains thereto for 
themselves and families Such an un¬ 
qualified offer of so beautiful a spot 
as Norfolk Island is stated to be by 
all who have visited it, is easier to 
be imagined, than realized but it is a 
bona fidi reality to us. ’’ 

"Thus, & from the known interest 
taken by Her Most Gracious Majesty 
and her now lamented Consort, in the 
Islanders, and from the correspondence 
of the Home Government; and Sir 
William Dennison, which the follow¬ 
ing extracts will show; the Pitcairn 
Islanders depended in humble faith, 
on being allowed to live as they had 
done previously at Pitcairn. 

"On the 3rd of May 1856 the Pitcairn 
Community left the island: they land¬ 
ed at Norfolk Island the 8th. of June 
following. 

" In the 7th. paragraph of Lieut. 
Grego.ries instructions from Si: Will¬ 
iam Dennison he was directed after 
seeing the people housed to proceed 
and divide the land amongst the differ-, 
ent families, which having been al¬ 
ready cleared will probably be brought 
easier into cultivation than the bush 
land in the tenth Paragraph - "of the 
uncleared land a portion say 500 acres 
more or less may be preserved for 
public purposes, the remainder should 
be handed over to the different heads 
of families according to some scale 
of distribution agreed upon between 


yourself and the Magistrates the ob¬ 
ject being to check, as much as poss¬ 
ible any attempt on the part of the 
Inhabitants of the adjoining Colonies 
to settle on Norfolk Island. 

"in the 14th paragraph Lieut. Gregor¬ 
ie was instructed "not to hand over to 
Mr Nobbs the Land reserved for Church 
and School purposes, which will be 
left at the disposal of the Community. 

'On the 25th of June according to 
Mr. Nobbs's .Journal "Capt. Free¬ 
mantle came on shore and read the 
articles respecting the cession of 
Norfolk Island with certain reserves 
to the community, late of Pitcairn 
Island. He then handed the papers 
to the Magistrate Frederick Young, 
to reserved as a memorial of the 
Cession." 

'*The desire of Her Majestys Govern¬ 
ment to accede to the wishes of the 
Pitcairn Islanders is shown first by the 
Duke of Newcastles Dispatches of the 
9th. of December 1853 to Sir Will¬ 
iam Dennison. "It will be proper 
that Norfolk Island should not be 
opened to occupation by any other 
class of settlers. " and on Jan. 1st. 

1856 Mr. Labouchere in his Despatch 
writes to Sir William Dennison - 
"It will be proper also (as you have 
suggested) to refuse to sell or grant 
land in this small Island to any others 
than the race by which it is about to 
be inhabited, and to hold out as little 
encouragement to the domestication 
there, of any other races until the 
present experiment it fully tried." 

Feb. 27th. 1856. Sir William Denn¬ 
ison writing to Sir George Grey Says 
- "The effect of placing any other 
person in the Island vested with power 
emanating either from Her Majesty 
or from the Government of any of the 
adjacent colonies, would be to gen¬ 
erate parties and lead to a disruption 
of the ties, which at present seem to 
unite the whole Community as one 
family. ” In the 8th paragraph of the 
same letter is written - "You will see 
I have directed him (Lieut. Gregorie) 
to make but few reserves for public 
purposes. And with these exceptions 
to divide the,whole Island between 
the new comers. " In the 11th. Para¬ 
graph "I have not hesitated to take 
the responsibility on myself as I con¬ 
ceived it absolutely essential to the 
success of the experiment which is 
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about to be made that the land should 
be transferred to. the new comers in 
such a manner as to give them a right 
to deal with it as their own. And that 
some record in the shape of plans or 
written documents should exist to 
which they might hqre after appeal." 


Among letters included with Admir¬ 
al Moresby’s statement was this from 
George Hunn Nobbs: 


Norfolk Island 
June 27th. 1866 

"How grateful we ought to be, and 
are that God has been pleased to raise 
up and then continue to us in our need 
so invaluable a friend and Benefactor 
as yourself. All hands proffer the 
good Admiral their best thanks for 
the unwavering interest manifested 
towards them, in exertions for their 
benefit as shown in the letters just 
received and read in public. Your 
letters up to February 23 came duly 
to hand. 1 read them to the Commun¬ 
ity and the result was as above stated. 

I moreover received a despatch from 
Sir John Young containing the startling 
intelligence that Bishop Patteson is to 
have a thousand acres of land (by pur¬ 
chase) for the formation of a Melan¬ 
esian College. We are all astounded 
at the somewhat arbitrary proceeding 
but have concluded that it is better 
to succumb to this innovation, rather 
than have a dozen or two adventurers 
with their families inflicted upon us, 
shrewd, grasping men and women; 
who will strive to get the upper hand; 
and tread upon the shoulders of those, 
who are already tainted by the oi 
polloi in our midst, as hypocritical 
canting half castes. It seems Sir John 
Young is determined to raise a reven¬ 
ue; and for that purpose is disposing 
of allotments (under the authority of 
the Home Government as his Excell¬ 
ency asserts) but to what extent we 
are not informed, but this much we 
are plainly told; - "That nothing 
whatever beyond our Fifty acre allot¬ 
ments belong to us; neither the sheep 
nor the ground on which the sheep 
feed; all is Government property and 
may be sold or otherwise disposed of 
as seemeth best to the Government, 
or as the Governor, I know not at 
present , which.” 

Seorge Hunn Nobbs then says to 
Admiral Moresby: " Surely it was not 
with this understanding we left Pit- 
cairns .’ 

His letter continues: 

"I have no doubt the Schoolmaster 


is' implicated in the move for he hates? 
every one here with a heartiness diffi¬ 
cult to understand, although the 
Community have unfortunately, been 
the means of raising him from a very 
humble, position. His brother-in-law 
a ci devant skipper of an American 
Whale Ship has just been sent to 
Sydney to purchase a, schooner prin¬ 
cipally on the Schoolmaster^ account 
and there is no_ doubt but they are 
waiting the opportunity of land being 
offered for sale to purchase several 
fifty acre allotments thus giving them 
the control of the lsland. Is the , 

Parliamentary gtaht-to be continued 

for this purpose, while I am working 
at a minimum and ■a-thoroughly qual¬ 
ified surgeon so much needed for our 
rapidly increasing 1 population. The 
proceeds from the wool and the herd 
of cattle which the Government 
certainly ought not to have reserved 
is sufficient for the present exigencies 
of the Island; something like one 
hundred and fifty pounds per annum 
including my allowance of fifty pounds 
and the Magistrate twelve. The Wool 
is sent to Sydney but the (so-called) 
Government cattle are shipped off, 
killed or otherwise disposed of at the 
dicta of Mr Rossiter, and who of course 
can afford to fare right regally and 
ad libitum .Now dear friend what I 
would have you infer from these re¬ 
marks and which would otherwise 



seem secondary and even querulous, 
is that if the parliamentary Grant is 
to be continued it should flow into a 
more util itarian channel. We want a 
man who not merely devotes four hours 
of his time, but his mind and energies 
to the improvement of his scholars; 
who will also assist or in fact take 
charge of the Sunday School which 
fajls altogether upon me; in addition 
to.my other onerous duties. A good 
plodding Schoolmaster who loves and 
, makes conscience of his duty, and 
not buying and selling who would 
amalgamate with the Community, 


and not treat them with undisguised 
contempt; whose wife will afford in¬ 
struction to the females in their 
appropriate duties of housewifery, 
are such persons as we want; but 
neither Rossiters wife nor his virage 
of a sister have ever done anything 
of the kind during their abode here, 
which has uselessly been extended to 
seven years; but on the pyramid of 
his Stipend have erected themselves 
particular fine Ladies who do not per¬ 
mit our Half Caste Wives and Mothers 
to come between the wind and thei; 
gentility. Now such a Schoolmaster 
as we need we can easily obtain from 
the Colonies, for one hundred pounds 
a year, continual applications are 
being made from persons of undoubted 
respectability, but as a schoolmistress 
is also urgently needed probably a 
man and his wife from England would 
be preferred; and as the school is 
rapidly increasing a second Male 
Teacher would be necessary; and 
there are several of our own young 
men fully competent for the situation 
at a salary of Fifty pounds per annum-, 
after this method the "Grant” would 
be of infinite more benefits than as 
present expended. But the persons 
must not be employed as the Govern¬ 
or’s Agents because they will asume 
indue authority and neglect their 
appropriate, duties. Moreover the 
Government patronage prevents the 
control which I am expected to ex¬ 
ercise in school matters. You may 
think my honored Friend that these 
things are of secondary importance, 
so they would but this man Rossiter 
is imbued with undisguised hatred 
of everyone here; treats diem with 
contempt, and takes every oppor¬ 
tunity of villifying men women and 
children to strangers, and makes 
such damaging repo'ts of affairs to 
the Governor with the view of ex¬ 
alting himself, and of the propriety 
of keeping him in his lucrative 
situation that we are continually in 
a state of excitement. For the 
Governor in all his lettere endeavours 
to impress on our minds pharaohic 
dicta "Ye are idle. Ye are idle." 
without coming himself or sending 
a competent person to ascertain the 
truth. In short this man Rossiter 
should be discarded or reduced to his 

proper.(?) with a hundred a year 

and the rest of the "Grant" if it must 
be confined to educational purposes, 
be given to some worthy man, who 
1 knows something of medical practice, 

: more especially surgery, and would 
’ unite with his wife in educating the 
girls; for we are backward in house- - 
wifery and other essential branches 
of domestic economy." 
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CANBERRA'S SENIOR "NORFOLK NAN" TELLS HOW 
THE ISLaNU'S AFFAIRS ARE AOMINISTEREU THERE 


MR. KEVIN TILBROOK, head of the 
section of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment directly responsible for Nor¬ 
folk Island, took time during his 
recent three-weeks visit to talk 
with the News about a variety of 


matters related to the island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Here are some of the things he 
had to say about how Norfolk af¬ 
fairs are run today, and how they 
might be different in the future. 


Qr Can you tell about the structure 
and functions of the Department so 
far as Norfolk Island is concerned? 

A; It’s called the Department of 
the Capital Territory and the function 
of the Department mainly is to govern 
Canberra. So far as Norfolk Island 
is concerned, there is the Smaller 
Territories Branch, and I'm the 
Director of that Branch. There are 
eleven positions provided but at the 
moment there are only seven occu¬ 
pied, and the reason for that is the 
other four positions have been 
created only in the past month. 

Three of those positions will be in 
a legislation section, and when 
created hopefully it will be able to 
speed up the processing of local legis¬ 
lation. The Department has been 
very concerned about the delays in 
legislation. 

The new positions are an executive 
assistant Class 9. a Gass 8 position 
to work on the more difficult legis¬ 
lative matters with the Class 9, and 
a clerk Class 6 position for work on 
less important matters. 

And so that's a legislation cell on 
its own. They will be involved in 
preparation of instructions to Parl¬ 
iamentary draftsmen. 

The Parliamentary draftsman is in 
the Attorney General's Department. 
We can set priorities in out own 
Department about bills and the order 
they should be drafted in, but we 
can’t tell them when to draft them. 


NEW BRANCH AT A. G. 


There is a world shortage of drafts¬ 
men, and recently in Canberra a 
drafting Institute has been set up to 
teach people the art of drafting. 

It’s a very highly technical skill, 
and it's not the sort of occupation 


that does appeal to a lot of people. 
We are having a lot of difficulty 
trying to get legislation out of AG's. 

When I was talking with the 
Attorney General’s Department 
recently they said they had with the 
Public Service Board proposals to 
create a w’;ole hew Branch within 
the drafting division to deal with 
territorial legislation, which would 
Include Norfolk Island. 

Q: Do Norfolk affairs spill over into 
other parts of the Department than 
the Smaller Territories Branch? 

A. The Department is fortunate in 
that it has facilities for estate man¬ 
agement -- it's administering Can¬ 
berra, and when we have a particular 
problem in respect to Norfolk Island 
we perhaps pluck out an expert and 
say "go over to Norfolk, we've got 
a particular problem over there." 

Members of the Branch and myself 
formulate, within the Branch, policy, 
as we see it, in conjunction with the 
Administration. 


MEN IN BRANCH 


Q: Who are the seven people there 
now? 

A; There's myself; Mr. Bill Syrette, 
executive assistant -- he deals with 
land matters, town planning, lots of 
other matters. Next there’s an 
executive assistant, Lloyd Huston. 

He deals with the business undertak¬ 
ings, airport, aircraft, companies. 
Insurance. John Nicholson is con¬ 
cerned with matters relating to Inter¬ 
national Labor Organisation, Minis¬ 
terial correspondence and different 
projects as they're allocated to him. 
Next we have Mr. Bob Grady, who 
works with Bill Syrette and assists 
Bill mainly concentrating on land 
matters -- applications for sub¬ 


divisions, processing Crown Lands 
leases, that sort of thing. Then you 
have Jim Barrett, a relative new¬ 
comer to the Branch, we assign him 
to a miscelanny of matters, trying 
to build up some knowledge of Nor¬ 
folk Island. Then we have George 
Jackson, a clerical assistant, who 
does all the filing and attaching 
papers to files and general messages. 

I have my own secretary. There 
are a lot of typists who assist with 
the general typing, in a pool. 

We are all together in one section 
of die building. We have perhaps 
1. 000 square feet of space in Elec¬ 
tricity House, which houses the 
Department. We are in an area on 
the eighth floor. The Electricity 
Department occupy four and a half 
floors, an^ the Department of the 
Capital Territory occupy five and a 
half. 

There is a Minister's suite on the 
top floor, but his office is at Parl¬ 
iament House. 

Qs Your Branch deals with Norfolk 
Island, and what else? 



KEVIN TILBROOK 


A; The Coral Seas Islands. There’s 
no permanent population there. 

It's merely a Met station. Australia 
just has to ensure that it makes 
sovereignty trips to the Coral Sea 
Islands periodically so we don't lose 
them. 

Q: How about Cocos-Keeling? 

A: They're the responsibility of the 
Special Minister for State. Cocos- 
Keeling and Christmas. 


NORFOLK INDEPENDENCE 

Q; Is there a long-term future for 
your Branch? 

A: If Norfolk Island is to be given In- 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 4 August 1975 


17 


dependence, the Branch would just 
cease to exist. But if Norfolk is to be 
given some form of local government, 
there would always need to be some 
connection between Norfolk Island and 
the Australian Government, and pre¬ 
sumably the Branch would need to fill 
a role. It might mean that we would¬ 
n't need all those positions, a lot more 
might be done here. It depends on 
the drafting of legislation, and 
whether that would be done here. 

I would think the drafting of legis¬ 
lation would always need to be done 
on the mainland, mainly because the 
A-ttorney General's Department are 
very jealous of drafting legislation -- 
they have very high standards to be 
met, and particular ways of drafting -- 
there’s all different ways of drafting. 

I say this as a lawyer myself, and hav¬ 
ing done a course in legal drafting. 

If it was to be part of the Parliamen¬ 
tary system, that is going through 
Executive Council, passing laws much 
the same way as now, the Attorney 
General's Department would want the 
same standard of drafting as they can 
provide. 

0:- What sort of library does the 
Branch have? 

A: The Department has a very good 
library. We've got copies of annual 
reports, copies of all the reports that 
have been made -- we’ve got some¬ 
thing like 12-1400 files, which within 
themselves provide a historic resource, 
and at times it’s very useful. But I 
would think all the old documents 
would be here. 

Q: Do you file Norfolk Island news¬ 
papers? 

A; Yes, and Gazettes, we keep them 
up to date. 

Q: Would the Department be interest¬ 
ed or willing to track down the refer¬ 
ence Rosalind Young made to a letter 
Governor Denison wrote to the people 
on Pitcairn before their removal? 

A: Didn'tMerval Hoare when she got 
up query that? I doubt that if we had 
time, Canberra would be willing to 
have me looking for missing documents. 


SKILLS NEEDED 


Q: If Norfolk were to be given a sig¬ 
nificant measure of local self-govern¬ 
ment, what skills, talents, experience 
■that are now in your Branch would 
Norfolk need to provide for itself? 

What burdens would suddenly fall on 
Norfolk that maybe we haven’t thought 
about? 

A; If you had some form of parliament 
here, making its own laws, drafting 
its own laws, this sort of thing -- to 
begin with the drafting of legislation, 
you would need people informing the 


draftsman precisely what you want to 
legislate about. To a large extent 
this is what we're informed in: pre¬ 
paring instructions for Parliamentary 
draftsmen, and those things would 
need to be transferred to Norfolk Island. 

The Department has.been instrumen¬ 
tal in obtaining the services of quite 
a number of consultants to report on 
particular problems facing Norfolk. I 
think it’s reasonable to assume that all 
the problems confronting Norfolk have¬ 
n't been solved, and there could be a 
lot more consultants in the future - - 
so the commissioning of consultants, 
analysing reports, making recommen¬ 
dations to the government about those 
reports would need to be done here. 

Policy formulation generally; re¬ 
view of the Crown Lands Ordinance, 
review of the laws, review of immi¬ 
gration policy -- the relationship 
with the International Labor Organi¬ 
sation in Geneva would need to be 
established, and it would probably 
need to be considered whether or not, 

I suppose, Norfolk wanted to be part 
of that organisation - - or whether 
Australia would be prepared ob sort 
of hand this oyer to Norfolk -- which 
I doubt very much that it would, be¬ 
cause the Australian Government 
assumes responsibility right across 
Australia -- presumably it would still 
continue to exercise that sort of thing 
for its territories. 


NORFOLK IN I. L. O. ? 


Q: Does Norfolk need to have a re¬ 
lationship with the I. L.O. ? 

A: I think it’s a matter for the 
Australian Government to decide, in 
handing over powers, whether it 
would be prepared for Norfolk not to 
be involved, and I don’t think it 
would. I think it's the sort of thing 
the Australian Government would 
demand that Norfolk continue to be 
interested in. Because after all, the 
purpose of an organisation like that is 
to make standards on a world-wide 
basis that all respectable communities 
right throughout the world agree to 
abide by certain basic principles re¬ 
lated to the employment of labour. 

1 think Norfolk would be pretty silly 
if it said we. don't want to belong to 
an organisation like that -- it is only 
for the benefit of the people, it's not 
to their detriment. 

Q: Some people on Norfolk feel- that 
the intrusion of anything that we don't 
see the need for is to our detriment. 

A: You’ve got a right to object to 
situations which affect you in some 
sort of way. If there are proposals 
which are of benefit to you, mostly 
it's up to you whether or not you want 


to take advantage of those benefits -- 
and because you don’t want to take 
advantage of those benefits, why 
should you deprive those people that 
want those benefits? You've got no 
■j,- . right. It's like old age pensions -- 
"I don't want old age pension because 
I'm a millionaire" --of course you 
don't want old age pensions, because 
you’ve got no need -- but you've got 
no right to tell the person next door 
who has got a need that you shouldn't 
have old age pensions. If you don't 
want it. you just don't go and get it, 
or you just tear the cheque up every 
time you get it - that's the sort of 
thing I'm trying to say. 

As long as there’s only half a dozen 
people in the community that are 
in real need, that need I think should 
be established as a right, and not as 
a charity sort of thing. 


ROYAL COMMISSION FINDINGS 


But we’re talking about opinions -- 
your opinion, my opinion -- I think 
this is what the Royal Commission is 
all about. It's up to them to come 
down with findings. And if it's de¬ 
cided that Norfolk should continue to 
be involved with the I. L.O., then 
people dealing with I.L.O. matters 
would need to be over here. 

Q: In selecting a new Administrator, 
who has die final decision? 

A; The Department carries out inter¬ 
views, and a short list of suitable 
applicants would be discussed with 
the Minister with a view to him hav¬ 
ing personal discussions with them. 
The final decision of course would 
lie with the Minister. 

Q: Is the Norfolk Council's list of 
recommended criteria being taken 
into account? 

A; I think their list of criteria is the 
sort of criteria that the Department 
would certainly be taking into 
account. I think it's pretty basic... 
Q: Why is it that a successor to 
Mr. Pickerd wasn't waiting in the 
wings, ready to come over here on 
the 30th of August? 

A; The question of a replacement 
for the existing Administrator has' 
been a matter which has been caus¬ 
ing the Department some concern, 
and die Minister undertook to make 
a decision about a replacement on 
his return from overseas ... at the 
present time the Minister has de¬ 
cided that it could be in the best 
interests of the island if the position 
were advertised. 
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Social news 



SOCIAL EDITRESS Wendy Mc- 
Guinness was off duty this week, 
but pulled out of her bag these 
photos and some comments she 


has been gathering in answer to a 
question: does Norfolk offer a rea¬ 
sonable kind of social life for wo¬ 
men, or not? 


MARGARET GREENHAM, Business 
woman, wife and grandmother - 
"There's plenty here to interest 
women culturally and socially if 
they are prepared to look for it. 
There has been' too much emphasis 
on the mainland that work outside 
the home is the only substitute for 
domestic duties, but not enough 
thought has been given to the fact 
that the job itself is often only 
another form of drudgery. A 
woman's priority should always be 
her home and family, her job a 
secondary concern, be it stimulating 
or otherwise. There is probably a 
lack of stimulating jobs available 
to the women of Norfolk, therefore 
she must seek interest through clubs 
and cultural pursuits. Politically! 

I am not in favour of women in 
executive positions. As a member 
of the Australian Professional 
Womens' Associations I speak from 
experience when I say that women 
are not. by and large emotionally 
suited for such positions. Their 
attitude in political matters can 
be too personal, no - objective 
enough." 


Several women had some very 
striking comments to make on the 
subject of life on Norfolk for 
women, but chose for rather 
obvious reasons to remain anony¬ 
mous. One indignant young 
housewife said "If men feel the 
need to get away from the 
pressures of home life and mix 
in bars and clubs for a drink, why 
can't women do the same thing 
without criticism from other men 
and worst of all, other women? 


When I seek outside interest I 
don’t want to be reminded that 
I'm a wife or a mother. I want to 
feel that I am a PERSON. ” 

Said another, "I’d love to see 
a woman on Council, but she'd 
have to be brave. There would 
never be any more than one woman 
on the Council at any time* and 
the men, because they are men, 1 
would feel compelled to 
disagree with her." 


BILL GRAY 

"Norfolk has adequate social 
and intellectual outlets for 
women,' the same as any other 
community. You can’t buy a 
ticket to culture here like you 
can in a city, you must go out 
and generate and participate in 
it, Feminist freedom is a good 
thing and there are plenty of men 
who respect a woman who 
expresses her individuality. 

"Politically here if any woman 
was prepared to stand for Council 
and I agreed with her political 
views 1 would most certainly 
vote for her." 


MAPI 
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CAROL ADAMS, housewife and a 

former candidate for Council - 

"Women are apathetic politically 

here, and I think the fault lies 

mostly with the men. The 

opportunity is available for women 

to speak for themselves but their 

husbands (most of them) feel that 

a woman should not concern herself 

with political events. There's 

plenty of social activity here that . .4 

women can join if they want. t - ■ 

Housewife boredom is a universal 

complaint suffered by an individual, 

not a community or a particular 

social group, although when you 

think of it, there’s less reason to be 

bored he-e than anywhere else.” 




Business & £1 ommerce 


FfilJAY EXCHANGE RATES 

$A1 bought - 

UK £E 5993 

NZ NZ$ 1.0204 

FRANCE F.Fr 5.607 

HONG KONG HK$ 6.502 

JAPAN Yen 382.20 

N’LANDS F. 3.398 

SWITZ'D S.Fr 3.466 

W. GERMANY Dm. 3.299 

FIJI $F 1.0541 

USA $US 1.2944 

NOUMEA CFPFr. 101.84 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 

Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 35 31/7/75 

CHIEF MAGISTRATE Charles F. 

Kilduff and Magistrates K. T. Dobson. 

E. S. Pearson. W. K. Nicholl & J. J. 

Dainer - appointments as of 4/7/75 
now gazetted. (All are magistrates 
ofA.C.T. court also.) 

COUNCIL meets 6/8, 2pm. Agenda; 
crown lease policy;74/5 accounts & 

75/6 estimates; Weir report; Mt. 

Pitt Park proclamation; draft N.I. 
Council-ordinance; visit of Chief 
Magistrate & procedures for ACT 
magistrates; Aust laws effective N.I., 

Legal Aid, Ord’s & Reg's, Death 
Penalty Abolition, Bureau of Statis¬ 
tics, Insurance Act; proposed local 
court ordinance; ceilings on hire & 
private cars; car access to Pt. Hun¬ 
ter reserve; So. Pac. Com'n docu¬ 
ments distribution; special allowan¬ 
ces review. 

SUPREME COURT to sit 4/12/75, 

Mr. Justice Joske. 

PETTY SESSIONS to sit 5/8, 10am. 
CARTAGE TENDERS invited for 
Admin sea shipments by 15/8. 

STAFF CAR (ex A18 - black Holden) 
for sale by tender, close 15/8. 
APPLICATIONS to be declared a 
local company will be subject to 
strict adherence to AGM and time 
rules. 

KINGSTON Ltd. final meeting 4/9. 

GUN CLUB shoot at Simon's Water 
day before yesterday; you should 
have kept clear of the area. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Sy,d. Akl. A1-1 Bne. Bne . 

M - - 10.30 11.45 

T - - - - 

W 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 - 10.00 

T - - - 2.00 - 

F - - 10.30 11.45 - 

S 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 - 10.00 

S 4.25 5.15 - - 2.00 - 
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UANTAS RISE WUULi) ADD 
15* TO ISLANu rIOLiUAY 

WHILE A 40 °lc rise in Qantas fares 
would be a shock forNorfolk resi¬ 
dents, it would mean only a 157c 
increase in the cost of the typical 
mainlander's holiday here. 

That's the opinion of Phil Page, 
president of the Tourist Board. 

He says the average Norfolk visi¬ 
tor stays about eleven days, and on 
present Qantas fares from Australia 
plus $20 a day for accommodation, 
spends around $386 for the vacation. 

The probable fare rise won't cut 
down the expected 12, 000 - 13, 000 
Australian visitors the Tourist Board 
anticipates will holiday here in the 
coming twelve months. 

But the increase would be "just 
one more straw that's going to break 
the DC4's back - and one more 
straw in the inflation load everyone 
is worried about," Phil says. 

"If Norfolk wants an economic 
tourist industry it can't afford too 
many more straws, " he adds. 

"While the DC4s are running, we 
can expect this sort of thing. No 
operator, government or not, is going 
to lose money. 

"Norfolk's tourist industry is trying 
to compete against the economics 
of a 747 flying from Sydnet to Fiji, 
and there's no way the fare structure 
can compare." 

AIR ChRGQ SuUEEZff 

• RESTRICTIONS on Sydney - Norfolk 
air cargo were proclaimed by Qantas 
on Saturday. 

While there were only 834 kilos of 
cargo awaiting uplift to Norfolk at 
Mascot, chock-a-block bookings 
during the August school holidays 
have made cargo less practical for 
the time being. 

Through the end of August Qantas 
will accept as cargo only life-saving 
drugs, news media consignments and 
"genuine urgent shipments". The 
hallmark of a "genuine urgent ship¬ 
ment" is that the importer is serious 
enough to be willing to pay $1 a 
kilo instead of the normal 53£. 

Qantas passenger seats are fully 
booked out for the month from 
Sydney to Norfolk, except for a few 
seats on August 6th and 29th. 

New Zealand position is believed to 
be as announced a week ago - - most 
cargo capacity taken up by meat 
shipments this week and next. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


CHANGEu CCC SHIPPING 
New times, Extra 
N2 run, set last 
night 

PORT dE FRANCE 


NOW LOADING — 

9 WOOLLOOMOOLOO l 

DUE DEPART SYDNEY 8TH AUG. j 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 1‘2TH AUG. j 

--Then on to Noumea, Villa, 
and Santo 


ILE uE LUhlERE NOW 
RESCHEuULEu 

WILL BE LOADING IN AUCKLAND 
FROM 20th AUGUST 
DUE DEPART ONEHUNGA 23rd Aug. 
DUEARR. NORFOLK 25th August 
-- Thence to Sydney 

ILE uE LUnlERE 
VuYnSE 8 

DUE DEPART SYDNEY SOMETIME 
—Then to Lord Howe, NORFOLK, 
Auckland. 

DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED 



CARGO NOW IN TIME FOR THESE 
SAILING DATES. 


SOUTH PACIFIC SHIPPING CO. . 




Norfo 

ruR A COUPLE of months now, 
because of its interest in ecology and 
"retrogression" the staff of the Nor¬ 
folk Island News has been especially 
enjoying a gift subscription of a mag¬ 
azine called "Mother Earth News" 
published in the United States. It 
styles itself as a magazine for the 
"doers, the folks who make it all 
happen" (that's not us) and "heavy 
emphasis is placed on alternative life 
styles, ecology, working with nature 
and doing more with less. " 

Living was particularly in tune with 
a recent interview,with the founder 
of the magazine, John Shuttleworth. 

In it he said he had learned that "few 
people living in a modern, industrial¬ 
ised, urban society are one-one 
hundredth as alive as the simplest 
peasants I've spent time with in the 
Mexican countryside. Few are as 
vital as the old men and women I 
knew in Hawaii., .. men and women 
from the last tattered fringes of the 
all-but-gone Polynesian culture. Few 
are as knowledgeable about real life 
and international matters as the re¬ 
mote homesteaders I've lived with on 
the ’back of beyond' cattle spreads 
hidden deep in the mountains of 
British Columbia." 

This seems to fit life on Norfolk 
Island. So many people we know 
here are alive, vital and knowledge¬ 
able about real life and international 
matters. 

In urban living people seem to need 
to know less about real life these days 
and more about the Gross National 
Product or political success. They 
seem to be losing their power to make 
decisions themselves, and in ceasing 
trying to make them they appear to 
want to lean on those fictitious people 
called "the hidden persuaders" and 
on various "power factions". Not 
knowing quite what is happening to 
them, they buy a colour T.V. or 
smoke pot. Losing their ability to 
make decisions, they have trouble 
saying, if asked, what individual 
rights they have any more. 

Ask any farmer on Norfolk about 
his rights insofar as his neighbour's 
fencing goes or where his cattle are 
allowed to graze. He'll know. 

On Norfolk people have a great 
deal of knowledge about the things 



LIVING 


that matter for family, for the 
property, for survival. They may 
be a little uncertain about things 
that have to do with "progress", 
which seems so important abrbad, 
and so shallow here. 



HELEN PAYNE 


You must have noticed how large 
families tend to produce some 
beautiful offspring and some plain 
ones and often the plain ones are 
the more useful. This is true of a 
family which flourishes on Norfolk. 

In the official records they are known 
by their surname "Brassica" but, Nor¬ 
folk-like, we greet them by their 
more familiar names. 

Who has not thrilled to the glow¬ 
ing beauty of stock or the more 
subtle delicacy of wallflower yet, 
when shopping, has been so glad to 
.meet cabbage, cauliflower, broc¬ 
coli and humble old turnip? Yes, 
they are all of the same family but 
this week I'm singing the praises of 
that friendly fellow cabbage. 
STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS 
(Galouptsi - "Little Doves") 

1 lb. minced beef 

1 cup boiled rice 

2 large onions 
1 cabbage 

salt, pepper, a teas, of thyme 
1 medium can of tomato soup 
1 carton sour cream 
Chop and fry onions lightly in a bit 
of oil. 

Mix'beef, rice, fried onions, salt, 
pepper and thyme and set aside. 
Blanch cabbage leaves for about five 
minutes in hot water then strain and 
cool. 


Place a mound of meat in each leaf 
then roll neatly and place in a baking 
dish. The meat should be enveloped 
completely. When you have used up 
all the mince spoon your concentrated 
tomato soup over the rolls. Place in 
a moderate oven for approximately 1 
hour. Taste gravy after adding a 
carton of sour cream, you may need 
a pinch of sugar and a bit more salt 
or pepper as the cabbage gives out 
its own juice. Do not boil gravy 
after adding the sour cream as your 
mixture will curdle. Serve rolls 
with creamy mashed potatoes and 
peas. 

SWEET & SOUR BEEF WITH CABBAGE 
1 small cabbage shredded 

1 onion chopped 

2 tablespoons oil 

salt and pepper to taste 
2 pounds brisket of beef 
4 large tomatoes, sliced 
juice of one lemon 
about 2 tablespoons brown sugar 
Brown cabbage aqd onion in hot fat. 
Season with salt and pepper. Cool: 
meat in water to cover for 1 hour. 

Add cabbage and tomatoes; simmer 
until meat is tender, about 1\ hours. 
Add lemon juice and sugar to 
flavour sweet and sour. If sauce too 
watery, add some cornflour mixed in 
a little water. Let cook till smooth. 
Serves 6. 


The whole world recently heard how 
the Americans and Russians linked up 
in space and how the Russians treated 
their counterparts to a sumptuous 
meal which began with green borscht 
soup. This borscht can be made with 
spinach or cabbage. Here is the 
cabbage version. 

BORSCHT 

4 pints beef stock 

about 1 lb shredded cabbage 
2 finely chopped onions 
salt and pepper 

5 pt. sour cream 

1 level tablespoon flour 
finely chopped parsley or dill 
Fry cabbage and onion in butter, add 
to tasty stock then add salt and 
pepper to taste. Simmer soup till 
cabbage is thoroughly cooked. Thick¬ 
en with flour mixed with a little 
water. Serve with a spoonful of sour 
cream and sprinkle with parsley or 
dill and serve very hot. Brown bread 
goes nicely with borscht. 



SPORTS 
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ROGER NEWMAN 


OUvJN 7 - 10 AT Half, REDS get up AND TriRASH GREENS 30 - 16 
Forty Minutes of Tremendous Football at Kingston Oval 


A GOOD ASSEMBLY of motor 
vehicles was parked around the Kings - 
ton Oval yesterday afternoon together 
with a few hardy supporters well 
wrapped up against the cool easterly 
breeze to watch the clash between 
the much improved Reds and the Green 
machine minus Billy Stables, on a 
good firm ground in sunny but cold 
conditions. 

Greens playing with the easterly 
breeze behind them which was 
definitely an advantage were the 
first to strike blood with a try to 
John Tocker the conversion failing 
to lead 3-0. 

Referee Rod Karl was keeping a 
watchful eye on high tackles and the 
5 yard rule and Reds took advantage 
of two penalties straight in front 
which Larry Quintal put between the 
uprights to make the score 4-3 to 
Reds. 

The game at this stage was very 
keenly fought with neither side really 
getting on top until Captain Les B< arke 
for the Greens scored a good try and 
Skeet Anderson kicked two penalties 
for Red infringements to make the 
score 10- 4 to the Greens and at this 
point it looked as if the Green mach 
ine was getting on top of the Reds who 
although playing quite well lacked 
the punch and drive to set up play for 
their good backline. 

Ruffy Stevens playing a good 
attacking and defensive game for the 
Reds joined in the overlap on a Reds 
attack to score the easiest of tries 
to make the score at half time 10 7 
to Greens. It was still either side's 
game but the telling factor was to 
be the-Reds with the wind behind 
them in the second spell. In this 
half Reds ran away with the game 
scoring 5 tries to Greens 2. 

Reds used the wind to good effect 
with tremendous territory gaining 
free kicks and high up and unders 
which had the Green machine valve 


bouncing in reverse on some occasions. 

The change in the game after half 
time was as noticeable as last we;:k 
when the Reds nearly got up and 
downed the Blues in 40 minutes, 
except that this week they got up 
and thrashed the Greens beyond re - 
demption in 40 minutes of tremen¬ 
dous football. It wasn't as if the 
Greens were playing poorly they 
weren’t - but just outclassed at 
playing their own game. What 
amazes me is why the Reds should 
wait until the season is drawing to a 
close and then playing some of the 
best football we’ve seen this year. 

Larry Quintal kicked his third pen 
alty of the match shortly after half 
time to make the score 10-9 to Greens. 
Reds really poured on the pressure 
putting first Neil Connors then Yarm 
Menzies in for tries the latter con¬ 
verted by Larry Quintal to put Reds 
in front 17 -19. Bill Reid continued 
the Reds domination with a good try 
not converted 20-10. 

From the scrum Peter Poole pick¬ 
ed up the ball and madq ah elusive 
run like a merry widow to sccve a 
good individualistic try which Skeet 
wasn't able to convert into the wind 
to make the score 20-13. 

The Reds went straight back onto 
attack after the kick off with t,wo 
tries resulting - one to Bryan Adams 
the other Ruffy SteVens his second 
converted by Larry Quintal to make 
the score 28 -13. A further penalty 
to Larry Quintal for Reds scoring a 
personal 12 points for the game made 
the score 30-13 for Reds and put the 
nail into the coffin for the Greens. 

A last minute rally by the Greens 
saw Nicky Quintal cross over un¬ 
touched with a 4 man Greens over¬ 
lap to make the final score 30-16 
to Reds who at the dying stages were 
obviously just coasting as they had 
the game sewn up. 

FINAL SCORE REDS 30 - GREENS 16 


FOR REDS 

Tries: Ruffy Stevens 2 . Neil Connors, 
Yarm Menzies. Bill Reid, 

Bryan Adams 

Penalties: Larry Quintal 4 
Conversions; Larry Quintal 2 
FOR GREENS 

Tries; John tocker, Les Bourke, 

Peter Poole, Nicky Quintal 
Skeet Anderson 2 


CRICKET 

AUSTRALIA -v ENGLAND ;‘ND TEST 
IN TUC SECOND Test a Lords Aust¬ 
ralia fight back with a 73 not out to 
Lillee, and 99 to Ross Edwards to pull 
England's lead to only 47 runs in the 
first innings after Australia had been 
9 down for 81 chasing England's 315. 
Australia were all out for 268. 

In England’s second innings at stumps 
last night they had lost 2 wickets for 
230 runs giving them a lead of 277 with 
two days remaining. 


RESULTS 

VFL 

Nth Melb. 15.21.110 beat Coll'wd 8.10. 58 
Fitzroy 15.23.113 " Hawth’n 10.19.79 
Melb Ine. 19.13.127 " Richm'd 12.18. 90 
Carlton 19.17.131 " Sth Melb 15.13.103 


45ft.Kllda.-lM8.84 " Geelong 11.14.80 


FOOtscray 19.13.127 " Essendor. 11.18.84 


SYDNEY LEAGUE 
Newtown 10 beat Wests 7 
Easts 24 " Souths 5 


RUGfc / UNION 

N. Z. MAORIS THRASH Tonga in ' 
the Second Test at Auckland on 
Saturday by 37 points to 7, while over 
the Tasman in Sydney - Australia 
scored the largest Test win on record 
by beating Japan with a 30 point mar¬ 
gin by scoring 37 points to 7. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


WITH ONE OR TWO notable excep¬ 
tions, the 150th anniversary of the 
establishment of a cruel and vindic¬ 
tive penal settlement on Norfolk in 
1825 is going by without much com¬ 
memoration. Perhaps just as well. 

As a recollection of that era well 
suited to "Dars Norfolk”, we could 
not do better than to print this re¬ 
markable account of the Second 
Settlement just before it was aban¬ 
doned. .. just before the island was 
made available by Queen Victoria 
as a replacement for Pitcairn. 

The account comes from "The 
Nautical Magazine and Naval Chron¬ 
icle”. Norfolk historian Les Brown 
recognised its importance to Norfolk 
during his recent researches in Aus¬ 
tralia, had the original article 
photocopied, and has made it avail¬ 
able for the wider readership of the 
"News". 

Tmr mrjn rffrmri 

NORFOLK ISLAND. 1853 , 

As it Is and as it was. 

OUR VISIT TO NORFOLK ISLAND 
was probably the last from a man-of- 
war before it was changed from a den 
of doubly convicted felons to an en¬ 
larged homestead for the Pitcairn 
Islanders - descendants of the mut¬ 
ineers of the Bounty.# The retreat of 
villany was henceforth to be the re¬ 
ceptacle of the most uncontaminated 
community; and as the island is by 
nature situated under the most genial 
influences as to latitude, climate 
and isolation, the desire of philan¬ 
thropists in regard to the future of 
these unsophisticated brethren must 
be amply satisfied. 

Although they outgrew their own 
island, yet the change to a ready 
made abode - to a fertile and compar¬ 
ative level country, was not without 
its alloy. They became at first home¬ 
sick, - they sighed for their craggy 
cliffs, - they felt an indigenous long¬ 
ing for the home of their parents, - 
every association and tie were center¬ 
ed in Pitcairn Island. 

Now they have become natural¬ 
ized, and have derived inestimable 
benefit from the interest and person¬ 
al visits of Bishop and Mrs. Selwyn - 
the latter having resided amongst 
them for some weeks. Sir William 
Denison visited them, and enacted 
a salutary code of laws. 

It is said these new occupants 
were dreadfully frightened at a mon¬ 
ster quadruped, - a horse having 


been accidentally left on the island. 

It is probable they had never seen an 
animal larger than a goat. 

But my business is with Norfolk 
Island as we found it when the con¬ 
vict exodus was gradually taking 
place. 

The distance from the North Cape 
of New Zealand to Norfolk Island 
is 420 miles N. N.W., or, on an 
average, two days' run. A short 
period to meet with tropical product¬ 
ions, which will become a fruitful 
source of interchange for European 
clothing, &c. Vessels are almost 
always beholden to the islanders, 
who land passengers in boats adapt¬ 
ed to the surf. A practical crew and 
perfect pilot are requisite; so the 
temptations to whalers and contra¬ 
band traders to disturb the purity and 
harmony of our friends is small in¬ 
deed. They may be considered as 
free from vexatious intrusions, as at 
Pitcairn. 

We sighted the island from the S.E. 
on a hazy morning, September 11th, 
1853; Mt. Pitt, a conspicuous saddle 
hill, 1,200 feet high, being first 
visible. But the most striking objects, 
on nearer approach, are the well 
known pines, which, being free from 
underwood, are like groups of min¬ 
arets. A small detached islet 
(Nepean), having only three trees on 
it, gives an exact resemblance to a 
ship at anchor in Sydney Bay. 

Phillip Island, eight miles South, 
has pines of a more stunted character 
than on Norfolk Island. 

On entering Sydney Bay an old en¬ 
sign was hoisted on shore to indicate 
"Landing is safe. ” The government 
boat came off with the Commandant- 
Captain Deering, of the 99th Regi¬ 
ment. We found they had seen no 
vessel for fifty days, and we brought 
them English news of three months 
later date than they possessed. 

Our landing was a source of some 
anxiety, for, though the weather was 
moderate, the rollers on the bar were 
heavy. Our crew and a skilful cox¬ 
swain ran us through the surf, by 
desperate exertions, without cap¬ 
sizing; but so probable is this event, 
that there was a reserve gang at the 
end of the pier, stripped, with buoys 
and bladders attached to their 
bodies, ready to plunge in in case 
we were upset. Our safety was only 
mortification to them, as the sav¬ 
ing a life would wipe off some of 
their forfeited existence. The 
officers whq landed next day were 


very nearly candidates for the em¬ 
braces of these amphibious felons. 

A sea broke completely over the 
boat and half filled it; but by skil¬ 
ful backing over the following roller 
before it broke, they reached the 
shore - drenched. 

The Commandant escorted us on 
horseback to Cascade Bay, and we 
walked through the beautiful govern¬ 
ment gardens. 

Cascade Bay, on the eastern side 
of the island, is generally the best 
landing place, but much depends 
upon the direction of the wind. In 
an island so small the back swell is 
often as dangerous as that on the 
weather shore; therefore this land¬ 
ing seldom affords safe access for a 
ship's boat. 

To return to the gardens. We 
found ourselves among lemon groves 
drooping with fruit, coffee ift full 
berry, bananas, ripe pine-apples, 
peas, beans, and sweet potatoes, 
and an abundance of fruit, - all 
fully six weeks in advance of the 
soil we had left two days previous. 

But a severe gale in April, 1852. 
had left its blighting influence 
throughout the island. 

The climate is too warm for our 
English fruit, but tropical plants 
flourish. Their chief vegetable is 
a very fine sweet potato, named by 
them Bucks. The island soil is red 
loam and very rich. Arrowroot is 
largely icultivated, and equals the : 
best that can be grown. 

Our landing was such an event ' 
that every free person was down on 
the pier to welcome us, and their 
hospitality was boundless. There 
were from fifteen to twenty ladies, 
married and unmarried, - all, of 
course,connected with the officials, 
and living in that happy bond of 
union which is, unfortunately, 
exceptional among small communit¬ 
ies. 

Balls and private theatricals were 
at once announced; but the limits of 
our stay would scarcely allow of our 
entering deeply into the gaieties so 
kindly provided for our gratification. 

Returning from the gardens through 
a perfect park - for Norfolk Island 
and its prolific vegetation cannot be 
overrated, - we met at the mess of 
the 99th Regiment; and in the even¬ 
ing all the civil and military authorit¬ 
ies assembled at the Commandant's 
residence to hear the news. 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia lltf 
To New Zealand 24<f 


TO: 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE.-----.-. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message In the space below if you wish. 2. Fill In address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back a tong the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape at the "X”, and add postage stamps. 











CANBERRA LAYS ALL CARDS ON COMMISSION TABLE 
THE PLAN: A LOT OF POWER, A LOT OF TAXES 


A BRILLIANTLY-prepared submis¬ 
sion to the Royal Commission was 
presented with great polish on be¬ 
half of the Department of the Capi¬ 
tal Territory by Secretary Lou Engle- 
dow on Thursday and Friday. 

The submission, read from a 101- 

Over 100 want top job 

WELL OVER 100 applications have 
been received by the Depattment of 
the Capital Territory for the Nor¬ 
folk Island Administrator’s job. 

Mr. Lou Engledow, Secretary of 
the Department, told the News that 
the applications would be processed 
with the greatest possible despatch. 

He said it could be possible to 
screen and interview applicants and 
make an appointment within three 
weeks’ time. 

He said it could also be possible 
to have the new Administrator on 
the job on Norfolk within three 
weeks after the appointment 


page notebook of text and appendi¬ 
ces, is probably the most compre¬ 
hensive review of Norfolk Island 
and its problems and possibilities 
that has ever been made public. 

Speaking as permanent head of 
the Department — but allowing 
that the Minister might present 
different views of his own on some 
matters-- Mr. Engledow showered 
the Commission with facts, obser¬ 
vations and recommendations. 

He would be happy to see Norfolk 
have considerably more powers 
than were granted by the 1960 Coun¬ 
cil Ordinance. 

It appeared that he would also be 
happy to see Norfolk have income 
taxes, sales tax, death duties, 
stamp duties, higher car and dri¬ 
ver fees, and all of the other reve- 
(Continued on page 8) 

Road sealing prograi 

FOUR KILOMETRES of roads will be 
sealed in the next 10£ months at a 
cost of $62,000. 


Feathers flying as money men drop Kingfisher 


HOPES THAT A NFW luxury hotel 
will rise on the old Kingfisher site 
at Anson Bay took a terrible thump¬ 
ing last week. 

•SOLICITORS for Hemisphere Hol¬ 
dings, the company planning the 
development, sent a letter to Coun¬ 
cil saying that because of delays 
in approval of the plans, the "prime 
commitment for finance" for the 
hotel had withdrawn. 

• ERIC TOW ELL and Partners have 
demanded $240,000 in fees for their 
work in preparing the plans. 

• MR. RAY FITZGERALD, a direc¬ 
tor of Hemisphere Holdings, told 
Administrator E. T. Pickerd on Wed¬ 
nesday that he had transferred his 
shares in the company to Mr. Towell 


so he could sue Towell. 

• CEMENTATIONS LTD., a major 
intending contractor for the project, 
has told Hemisphere Holdings it can- 
(Continued on page 3) 

Nl declares a profit 

IS LAND REVENUES were $557,454 
higher than originally estimated in 
the 1974/75 year. 

The unforseen amount of surplus 
was 58% greater than forecast, leav¬ 
ing Administrator E. T. Pickerd "some¬ 
what pleasantly embarrassed". 

In this issue the News carries the 
1974/75 island accounts (Business 
page) and a minutely detailed break¬ 
down of the 1975/76 planned income 
and spending (page -5). 


Road sections chosen by the Council 
Works Committee for paving are a 
stretch of Ferny Lane ($8,500), half 
a mile of Selwyn Pine Rd. ($8, 500), 
1.1 miles of J. E. Rd. ($30, 000) and 
Mt. Pitt Rd. from the Mt. Bates turn¬ 
off to the top ($9,200). 

Martins Rd. will be partly surfaced 
with 3/4" crushed stone. 

August Council was told that the Is¬ 
land now has 33 kilometres (21 mi.) 
of sealed roads and 30 k. of formed 
but unsealed roads. They approved 
the 1975/76 sealing program. 

Only about $6,000 will be avail¬ 
able during the year for further seal¬ 
ing, which will be used on a few 
"worst" spots on the island. 

Other dirt roads will have to wait, 
with occasional scraping being done. 










FIONA* "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles -- perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last, 
Miltons had the lot,,»now we've got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we'll get 
it all home,,,he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line,,," 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot,- The rest of the 
time was pure holiday,,," 





Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




POPULATION GROWTH DOWN TO ZERO: EASE HEARTLESS 


RESTRICTIONS, FLORA AND 

The Council hasn’t got its sums 
right when calculating Norfolk’s 
population, the Flora and Fauna 
Society says. ■ 

Norfolk's true population is just 
over 1500 -- about 180 less than 
the Council make it. 

President of the Society, Mr, . 

John Glover, 59, of Buck's Point, 
told the Commission that as a 
result of the error immigration 
controls were keeping some 
people prisoners on Norfolk, 
unable to sell their properties. 

Mr. Glover, retired electrical 

Plan for doubled age 
pensions is rejected 

A MOVE TO RAISE the "special 
allowance" pension from $10 to $20 
a week was voted down in Council 
last week, pending a full review of 
finances and policies. 

Cr. Ab Bathle moved the increase, 
saying "This Is a pressing need. 

There's human dignity s 

There's human dignity at stake." 

President of Committees Richard 
Bataille said that as part of the full 
review of allowances, he would like 
to see a questionaire go to all reci¬ 
pients asking about their financial 
situation. 

The Administrator said he wanted 
to see the idea of a "handout" re¬ 
placed by an assured, codified 
entitlement to reasonable social 
security on the island. 


152 residents sign 

A document bearing 152 signatures 
was submitted to the Royal Comm¬ 
ission by Councillor Ab Bathie. 

He told the Commission that 100 
signatures were those of persons of 
Pitcairn descent. 

Twenty-nine more signatories 
were married to Pitcairn descendants, 
and the other 23 were permanent 
residents. 

Key recommendations of die 
document were Norfolk’s 
remaining a Territory with close 
ties to Australia, and at least 
partial payment of Australian tax 
rates for some Australian social 
benefits. 

Immigration rules should be aimed 
at maintaining the rights and 
strength of the Pitcairn descendants 
in the community. 


FAUNA SOCIETY URGES 

and mechanical engineer, said 
he spent 20 years at the University 
of Auckland specialising in 
statistics and operations and 
research in management. 

"It is wrong and heartless, in our 
view, that at present people 
desperately wanting to leave the 
Island are being prevented to do so 
through would-be purchasers being 
officially deterred from entering" 

Mr. Glover said. 

Prospective immigrants willing to 
buy an existing house owned by a 
person needing to leave should only 
have to satisfy usual requirements 
of health, wealth and character. 

This would mean, in almost all 
cases, zero net immigration. 

"People are more important than 
cyphers" Mr. Glover said. 

He quoted population figures for 
June 30 each year as; 

1970 1503 1973 1459 

1971 1420 1974 1507 

1972 1431 1975 1506 

In Octo6er 1974 the Council made an 
error of 180 in estimating the 
population as 1687 persons when 
setting up its program of 2 000 people 
by 1980. 

The Council assumed that 233 
vacancies existed, but in fact it 
would seem to be 77 per cent higher 
than this --'413. 

"We feel there can be no excuse 
for prolonging the present excessively 
harsh restrictions" Mr. Glover said. 


Csidei’s Kingfisher 

(From page one) 

not start construction by the Septem¬ 
ber 30 deadline set by Council. 

• THE BUILDING BOARD has told 
the Administrator that it can’t give 
a ruling on the plans without more 
details on sewerage plans and other 
matters. 

• MR. BELA CSIDEI has been dis¬ 
avowed by Mr. Towell as having no 
connection with the hotel’s finan¬ 
cing, but a solicitor acting on Mr. 
Csidei’s instructions told the Nor¬ 
folk Island Court of Petty Sessions 
that Mr. Csidei's insurance com¬ 
pany group "was guaranteeing the 
Kingfisher project". Mr. Csidei 
appeared in court in Sydney on 
Monday on fraud charges exceeding 
$ 2 , 000 , 000 . 

• THE SOLICITORS letter sent to 
Council said that Hemisphere Hol¬ 
dings was not able to meet the an¬ 
ticipated commencement date, and 
added later "Unfortunately the mat¬ 
ter is not one which can be rectified 
by any extension of time..." 


Municipal Centre plan 

A SIX-i ACRE plot of land is to be 
bought for about $26, 000 from Eric 
Jupp to provide a new "municipal 
centre" area for a new Post Office, \ 
Customs Office and parking. 

The block fronts on New Cascade 
Rd. and adjoins the Rawson Hall 
property line at the rear. It includes 
3{ acres of level, buildable land. 

In approving the purchase last Wed¬ 
nesday, Council also heard a sugges¬ 
tion that the present Post Office may 
be suitable for the island Police Sta¬ 
tion, once the new Post Office has 
been built. 


Plane preview is off 

DUETTO THE world" political 
situation a change has had to be 
made in the route taken on the 
delivery flight to Australia of Nor¬ 
folk Airlines Ltd. new Super Beech- 
craft 200. As a result the aircraft, 
being ferried by Tony Snel and with 
Gerald Goudie on board, will be 
flying from America through Europe 
and the Far East en route to Brisbane. 
So it will not pass through Norfolk 
Island as was hoped. 

The aircraft left the United States 
on Friday and is expected to arrive 
in Brisbane on the 15th August. 

Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. regret 
that the residents of Norfolk Island 
and Lord Howe Island will be unable 
to have a sneak preview of this air¬ 
craft prior to die anticipated in¬ 
augural flight on September 1st. 


• THE LETTER mentioned other 
debts in addition to Mr. Towell's 
firm’s fees, and said "our client 
felt it appropriate at this time to in¬ 
struct us to acquaint you of its in¬ 
tention to seek redress in the hope 
that the necessity for litigation may 
perhaps be avoided." 

• THE ADMINISTRATOR told Coun¬ 
cil "I accept no responsibility what¬ 
soever for the financial arrange-, 
ments of the firm concerned." 

•COUNCIL voted unanimously 
that the solicitors letter be noted, 
and the Administrator’s actions en¬ 
dorsed . 


Son yes, parents no 

Their son,. 15, was resident because 
born here, Mrs Enid Plant told the 
Commission, but his parents were 
on temporary permits. They bought 
Norfolk land in 1956 but had to go 
back to Australia in 1962. They 
applied to return in 1973 after 
several visits but got only a tempo¬ 
rary permit 
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court claim challenged 




AUTOMATIC CARS 
CAN BE 
FUN TO DRIVE. 
ALFA ROMEO 
AUTOMATIC. 



You can drive 
it like an Alfa. Or you 
can drive it like an 
automatic. 


'O' romeo 

AN INVESTMENT IN SAFETY 


Berlina 2000 Automatic. 


Should arrive on the next "Port de France." Test-drive at 
DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: i. W. FITZPATMCK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 28W 




ISLAND BUDGET MADE PUBLIC 


- mmm —- 

$ 

Customs Duty 

400, 000 

Crown Lease Rents & Fees 

4, 000 

Conveyancing Fees 

4, 400 

Revenue from Liquor Bond 

170, 000 

Public Work 

25, 000 

Car Registrations & Licen- 


ces 

42, 000 

Court Fees & Fines 

3, 000 

Company Fees 

145, 000 

Fees Agriculture, Pastur- 

1, 000 

age. Dogs 


Miscellaneous 

4. 000 

EXPENDITURE 


Salaries, Wages & Allow- 

246,600 

ances 


Post Office - Salaries, 


Wages & Allowances 

32,450 

Philatelic - Salaries, 


Wages & Allowances 

47,100 


"52'6,150 

Administrative Expenses 


Travelling & Subsistence 

3,200 

Office Requisites ^ Equip- 


ment, Stationery & 


Printing 

19, 600 

Postage, Cables & Tele- 


phone Services 

18, 500 

Motor Vehicles 

2,700 

Office Cleaning, Fuel, 


Light & Power 

4, 500 

Incidental Expenditure 

7, 000 


55, 500 

Other Services 


Norfolk Island Council - 


Allowance.- C.. Expenses 

7,200 

Contributions to the Nor¬ 


folk Island Provident A,c 

19, 000 

Public Library Service 

1, 8 00 

Broadcasting Service 

S, 500 

Printing &. Distribution of 


Stamps 

60, 000 

Grant to Norfolk Island 


Tourist Board 

6, 000 


97, 500 

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE - 

$479,150 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE 


Salaries, Wages & Allow¬ 


ances 

13, 500 

Operational Expenses 

- 

Cleaning, Fuel, Light & 


Power 

900 

Incidental Expenditure 

300 


Tiros' 

TOTAL GOVERNMENT HOUSE - $14,700 

LAW ENFORCEMENT . 


Salaries, Wages & Allow- 


ances 

22,800 

Administrative Expenses 


Travelling & Subsistence 

4, 000 

Supreme Court Sittings 

2, 500 

Motor Vehicles 

2,400 

Incidental Expenditure 

3,200 


12,100 

TOTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

- $34, 900 


WITH THE APPROVAL OF COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR F. T. PICKFRD 
HAS AUTHORISED THE "NEWS" TO PUBLISH THE COMPLETE DETAILS 
OF INCOME EXPECTED THIS YEAR, AND WHAT IS PLANNED FOR EACH DOLLAR. 


Dental Fees 4, 500 

Sale of Stamps 225, 000 

Post Office -Miscellaneous 3, 000 

Revenue from Telephone 

Undertaking 11, 000 

Timber Royalty 1, 000 

Sale of Surplus Stores . 500 

Revenue from Electricity 

Undertaking 22,000 

Rental Administration 

Residences 5,000 

Sale of Vehicles & Plant 2,000 

Fees of Curator of Deceased 

Estates 9,000 


Sale of Forest Produce 8, 000 

Tanalith Plant Charges 5, 000 

Liquor Licence Fees 6, 000 

Revenue from Lighterage 

Undertaking 6,500 

Interest on Investments 15, 000 

Departure Fee 25,000 

Appropriation Former Years 

ussrsoo 

Commonwealth Grant 126, 000 




EDUCATION SER VICES 
Salaries, Wages & Allow - 
ances 148,500 

Administrative Expenses 
Travelling & Subsistence 4,2 00 

School Requisites & Equip¬ 
ment - Stationery & 

Printing _ 9, 600 

School Cleaning, Fuel, 

Light & Power 5, 600 

Administrative Costs in- 
curred by NSW Dept, of Ed. 6, 000 
Superannuation - Payments 
of NSW Govt. Contrib. 

Incidental Expenditure 

Other Services 
School Bus Subsidy 
Bursaries & Traineeships 
Maintenance of Buildings 
& Grounds 

TOTAL EDUCATION SERVICES -$209, 500 


9, 500 
1,200 
■337100 

7,500 
4, 000 

13, 400 
24, 900 


HEALTH & WELFARE SERVICES' 


Salaries & Allowances 34, 400 

Administrative Expenses 
Travelling & Subsistence 2, 000 

Medical & Dental Reqs. 6, 600 

Motor Vehicles 1, 000 

Incidental Expenditure 500 

10,100 

Other Services 
Payment of Special Allow ¬ 
ances 18, 000 


Payment of Hospital. Med¬ 
ical & Pharmaceutical 
Expenses of Special Allow¬ 
ance Patients & Aust. 

Pensioners 35,000 

Subsidy to Norfolk Island 
Hospital Board ■ 55,000 

Maintenance of Buildings 
& Grounds 10, 800 

118,800 

TOTAL HEALTH & WELFARE 
SERVICES - $163, 300 


FORESTRY & AGRICULTURE 
Salaries," Wages & Allowances 21, 000 
Administrative Expenses 
Travelling & Subsistence 1, 000 

Motor Vehicles 1, 500 

2, 500 


Other Services 

General Lands Services 4, 600 

Extraction of. Timber 3, 000 

Maintenance & Operation of 
Tanalith Plant 8, 500 

16,100 

TOTAL FORESTRY & 

AGRICULTURE - $39, 600 

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
Salaries, Wages & Allow - 


;ances 117,500 

Administrative fexpenses 
'Travelling & Subsistence 1, 000 

Workshop Rieq. & Stores 8,300 

Vehicles & Plant - Main¬ 
tenance & Running Exp. 8,100 

Incidental Expenditure 1, 500 

18, 900 

Other Services 
Maintenance of Roads, 

Bridges & Public Places 21, 000 

Maintenance of Buildings, 

Other Structures & Grds, 2 4,800 

45.800 


TOTAL REPAIRS & MA1NTENANCE- 
W/560 --- 

CAPITAL WORKS & SERVICES 


Buildings & Works 

$ 

School - Extensions to 


Manual Arts Room 

7,200 

School - Alterations to Staff 


Room & Cleaners Complex 

5, 400 

Vehicle & Equipment Shel- 


ters - New Works Depot 

60. 000 

New Post Office/Customs 

40, 000 

Roads - Reconstruction & 


Sealing 

62.000 

Development of Reserves 


& Public Places 

10, 000 

Minor New Works 

6,100 


190,700 

Plant & Equipment 


Electricity Undertaking 

255, 500 

Lighterage Undertaking 


Vehicles & Mobile Plant 

65,800 

Automatic Telephone Scrv. 

• 11, 000 

General Services 

9, 350 

Furniture & Fittings 

11, 400 


353, 050 

TOTAL CAPITAL WORKS & 


SERVICES - $543, 750 


GRAND TOTAL -- $1,667,100 
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NORFOLK'S FUTURE STATUS - WHAT THE DEPARTMENT WANTS TO SEE HAPPEN 


HERE IS THE OFFICIAL text of the 
Department of the Capital Territory 
submission to the Royal Commission. 

The submission, presented by Sec¬ 
retary Lou Engledow, occupied all 
Thursday and Friday. The written 
text and appendices was 101 pages 
long. This final chapter took only 
seven pages. 

Mr. Engledow told the News that 
copies of the complete submission 
are in preparation by the Govern¬ 
ment Printer. Some copies could be 
available from the Administration 
in about three weeks time. 


Comments on Future Status of 
Norfolk Island . 

In the discussions which inevitably 
happen when representatives of the 
Department and members of the 
Norfolk Council and others come 
together informally, the feasibility 
of absolute independence comes up. 
Probably there will be witnesses 
before the Commission disposed to 
argue 'a go it alone approach'. In 
the Departm* 1 n's view thv policy is 
not tenable nor is it practicable to 
look back iritc History for some 
association with Great Britain w>-ich 
can be reconstructed and strengthened. 

The Department is not competent 
to offer a comment about the defence 
significance of Norfolk Island in 
relation tc Australian mainland. This 
appears to be a question which ought 
to be studied. 

Those strong historic al trade, services, 
defence and administrative links which 
Norfolk Island has with Australia should 
persist, with enduring recongnition 
of the Island's sp 'cial status. In 
Charles Lama’s story of the 
invention of roast pork people found 
they did not have to burn down the 
cottage to roast the pig: they could 
have both cottage and crackling. 

The observation of present 
arrangements and prediction of 
future social and economic needs of 
the Island appear to encourage most 
officials and current Ministers of the 
Crown who are in any way involved 
to believe that those present 
arrangements for administration 
and financing should be changed in 
some degree. 

Presumably the Island could, if a 
strong majority wished, turn its back 
on higher standards and facilities. 

But the social consequences could 
prove to be unbearable. It would 
need a substantial reversal of the 
trend the Island has been following. 

Modern medicine is irresistable, 
as is modern hospitalisation and the 
need for education. Even to main^ 
tain prerent standards of income 


the Island depends on a growth in 
tourism; that in turn will depend on 
infrastructure development and will 
dictate more control in the pattern 
of local government. 

The Department does not support 
those who argue that taxation loop¬ 
holes and other avoidance devices 
represent a sensible, continuing 
source of revenue sufficient for the 
Island's needs. That seems an 
inefficient and uncertain way to 
get a subsidy by indirect means 
from the mainland taxation payers. 

The Department doubts that the Island 
economy can be developed to the point 
where it can generate revenues 
sufficient to.maintain all aspects of 
developing social activity inde pend¬ 
ently of the mainland. 

Thus there is an argument that 
gradually and in line with develop¬ 
ing needs income taxation should be 
introduced on the general basis that 
is used in Australia. There is an argu¬ 
ment that this would facilitate and 
establish the ri$i i of all Norfolk • 
Islanders to share to the full the 
benefits available to all taxpayers 
as outlined in Appendix K and 
perhaps to partake in Australian 
regional betterment programs and 
other benefits now coming available 
to regions of government. 

Australian income taxation is 
progressive: the moreone earns the 
more one pays. For a great number 
of residents the burden of taxation 
would hopefully not be significant. 
Appendix L shows a tax scale and a 
list of the main allowable deductions. 
Note that Norfolk Island is already 
in Zone A for taxation purposes. For 
those Norfolk residents in the high 
income bracket the burden would 
certainly be greater. There is a 
price to be paid by community for a 
given standard of life, and a widely 
held view that within communities 
contributions should bear some 
relationship to capacity to pay. High 
income earners on Norfolk do not 
now contribute proportionately to 
the burden of Norfolk Island 
Administration and development. 
Itinerant workers virtually, contribute 
nothing. 

Funding of Island needs by the 
payment of income tax and the 
exploitation of available benefits 
deserve attention. In the position of 
the Island Council the Department 
would obviously look very hard at 
the alternatives. 

Property taxes are an obvious 
traditional source (used elsewhere) 
yet to be tapped. Other fees and 
charges are low, at least by 
standards in other progressive 
communities. The motor vehicle 
and motor bike could well attract 


higher registration fees, as could 
driver licensing. Fees for common 
grazing are very low. Rents payable 
on crown leases bear little 
relationship to the fact that some 
lessees buy their properties 
principally for residential and not 
for rural commercial purposes. 

Other communities use licence fees 
widely. 

The kinds and levels of fees and 
other income-producing devices 
adopted relate to the standards of 
service and development which 
community decides to seek. The 
tenor of the Department's remarks 
is to think in terms of a fairly 
well-managed, well-supplied 
small town on the mainland of 
Australia and to suggest similar 
conditions for Norfolk. It is 
generally a matter for the Council 
and in this case for the Royal 
Commission to determine whether 
that is a proper comparison, and 
whether with all these devices the 
Island can properly fund its future. 

Turning to the matter of 
gqvernment arrangements and 
assuming a sound budget structure 
can be built, it would seem that 
the present hierarchic structure 
of Australian Ministers and 
departments working through an 
Administrator and an Advisory 
Council needs restatement. 

Under present arrangements it is 
at least theoretically possible for 
the Island to experience an influx 
of independent ministers and 
officials, each proposing his own 
action in health, education, 
environment, law reform, law 
enforcement, communications, 
preservation of national features, 
and development of offshore 
minerals, as well as in the more 
humdrum processes of-admini¬ 
stration, with the only formal point 
of common contact being the 
Administrator. This does not happen 
but it is more through the good sense 
of all the participants rather than 
through any formal safeguards. If it 
did happen the Administrator would 
be in a difficult position because he 
is the representative of Government 
first and not the representative of the 
Island. 

The Island needs a stronger pattern 
of representative government with 
its own chief executive officer who is 
not responsible to the Admini¬ 
strator. The Island Council with 
its chief executive officer should 
be in the position to research the 
future and plan to meet it, 
develop or deny controls, develop 
and fund construction and 
community programs, establish 
sources of finance, consider laws 
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and take decisions or make ' 
recommendations on local 
management independently of 
the Administrator’s involvement. 
Through its officer the Council 
should exercise executive powers 
in agreed areas. 

The Administrator then might 
be seen as the Australian 
Government's representative on 
the Island reporting back through 
the appropriate Minister. He 
would be the channel of 
communication: an adviser to 
both elements on the peace, order 
and good government of the 
Island. 

What should be the powers of a 
local legislature? In the Depart¬ 
ment’s view policy and major 
management of functions of a 
federal Government nature funded 
by the Australian income tax 
system would remain with federal 
authorities. Federal management 
presumably would include the 
provision of hospital and medical 
services, the administration of 
all national welfare schemes as they 
apply to Australians and were agreed 
to apply in Norfolk, education from 
pre-school to the end of secondary 
school and scholarships, bursar?es, 
etc for on-going studies in 
Australia. The Police function 
and the Court functions, defence 
and foreign policy commitmen s 
and. the present Australian sine 
of postal arrangements cou’.c be 
federal-managed. This would 
preserve the genera! principle of 
linking executive and financ i il 
responsibility . 

There are other areas in which the 
Australian Government presui Vtbly 
wishes to retain control particularly 
those powers which the Government 
exercise on a national basis (fo' 
example Section 51 of the Corstit- 
ution). Even where authority 
basically rested with the fede- a.' 
Government local boards-latid 
committees could be formed fo 
advise on policies so far as th ev 
affect the Island, and in some cases 
to manage, under authority ck.l. gated 
to them by the appropriate k ini:.t?r. 

All other Island governm? i t 
activities should be in the executive 
responsibility of a Norfolk I land 
Council which should also 1 ave the 
power to sign agreements tc hire 
Australian departments and agents 
as necessary under contract fo; ht 
provision of services. 

The local government authority 
should as far as practicable be givet. 
the opportunity to comment on draft 
Australian Government legislation 
which will affect the Territory. This 
would not always be possible, as for 
instance with legislation of a 
budgetary nature. 

The local authority should have a 


power to prepare legislation on matters 
coming within its functions. This 
legislation might be promulgated on 
the signature of the President of 
the Council countersigned by the 
Administrator. A procedure might 
be devised to provide that an 
Australian Minister administering 
the Territory could, within fifteen. 
Parliamentary sitting days of 
promulgation move for amendment 
or rejection of the law which would 
by then be operative. This would 
take the decision to reject out of 
one man's hands and guarantee full 
Australian debate on any really 
controversial issue. 

Such a procedure which would cut 
out the present review of ordinances 
which the Senate Committee on 
subordinate legislation pursues, would 
add a burden of responsibility to the 
Council to protect personal rights. 

This paper does not canvass how 
the Council would arrange legal 
drafting nor the problems in this. 

These are however significant 
problems. 

It may be argued by some that 
this division of responsibility 
and the fixing of executive 
responsibility with Norfolk Island 
is not feasible because the 
Island lacks experience in 
management. The Department 
does not think that the scale of 
operations on Norfolk would 
make the speed y acceptance of 
executive responsibility impossible. 

The Department's resources would be 
available in the early stages. 

In these changed arrangements 
Norfolk Island should be represented 
in the Federal Parliament. Perhaps 
Norfolk Island should be attached to 
one of the ACT electorates. This 
is a matter for advice and 
consideration. 

The affairs of Norfolk Island should 
generally come under the control of 
a Federal Minister but the powers and 
limits to the powers of .that Federal 
Minister would need clear statement. 
Something along the lines of the power 
given to Ministers for local 
government in State governments 
might be appropriate. Any 
arrangement should ensure that only 
one Minister deals with the Island as 
an agreed, responsible channel. 

It is fair to ask what happens if 
given executive powers an Island 
Council and its officers flagrantly 
misuse these. Careful attention 
would be needed to an equitable 
formula by which a Minister 
could remove a Council from, 
office. This is not suggested from 
any sense of autocracy: the 
provision is always needed to 
protect communities. 

If in time Norfolk Island became 
part of mainland Australia for the 
purpose of income tax a logical 


question would be ; how should 
the Island be involved in the 
INDIRECT taxes which other 
Australians are required to pay, that 
is customs duties, sales tax, death 
duties, etc. 

The Department must restate the 
reliance of the Norfolk Island 
economy on tourism. A careful 
course would have to be followed 
to ensure that any changed 
arrangements for the Island 
preserved that tourist industry. 

The duty-free status of the 
Island and the virtual absence of 
any form of sales tax has meant 
that the business houses servicing 
the tourist industry have been able 
to keep costs at a level which 
attracts visitors. Any interference 
with these concessions could 
adversely affect the Island. Taxes 
generally applied in the form 
which are applicable to Austr alia 
could damage the tourist industry. 

It can be argued that if the 
Island came under die Australian 
taxation and social services 
umbrella it should still retain its 
duty free and sales tax free status. 
The revenue that the Australian 
Government would forego would be 
much less than the cost which might 
accrue should the tourist industry 
collapse, causing anything up to-SOft 
of the workforce to be unemployed. 
Questions of resettlement and 
unemployment benefit would become, 
a reality. 

Recall that the Administration 
already imposes a local, customs 
duty on imports at a level 
tolerated by consumers. In 1974-75 
this is expected to be $400, 000, 

This would go a long way towards 
offsetting local expenditure, thus 
avoiding to that extent the need for 
an Australian Government subsidy. 
Death duties, stamp duties and the 
like principally challenge people 
with larger estates rather than the 
average man. Whether or not 
federal systems applied, a revised 
Island administration would have to 
look closely at th ese sources of 
revenue. 

Thus to surn up. The Norfolk 
Island community is in process of 
change. Relative newcomers will 
outnumber traditional residents 
possbily changing the style of the 
Island unless firm controls are 
applied. The pressures of growth 
and changing life styles and 
expectations can be expected to 
push the Island to new levels of 
invesnnent in both capital works 
and social welfare. Those demands 
will involve strong financial 
support from mainland government. 
The price of that support may have 
to be involvement in the Australian 
Government's revenue raising 
processes. An alternative course, 
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editorial 


THE DEPARTMENT of the Capital 
Territory submission to the Royal 
Commission could well be the hand¬ 
writing on the wall foretelling the 
governmental future of Norfolk. 

It must have great weight in the 
assessments that will be made by the 
Commissioner. It is a beautifully 
prepared and logical presentation, 
outclassing anything likely to be . 
submitted from any other source. 
And it comes from the Australian 
Government Department that go¬ 
verns Norfolk now. 

While full texts will probably not 
be obtainable for several weeks, 

: except at exorbitant transcript cost, 
the submission should be studied 
minutely by everyone with a stake 
in Norfolk's future. Submissions by 
other groups or individuals can no 
longer be regarded on their own; 
they will have to be compared with, 
and against, the Department’s. 

A considerable number of resi¬ 
dents will be delighted that the De¬ 
partment is prepared to let Norfolk 
have so much local power. They 
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may feel some natural impulse to *• 
take what’s offered, quickly, and run. | 

But before deciding that, closer ^ 
thought is warranted. 

"The tenor of the Department's 1 
remarks is to think in terms of a ! 
fairly well-managed, well-supplied \ 
small town on the mainland of Aus- f 
tralia and to suggest similar condi- j 
tions for Norfolk," the submission i 
says at one point. And suddenly the | 
broad, underlying attitudes in Can¬ 
berra come clear. A small town on 
the mainland? What a complete 
misconception of the beliefs and 
aspirations of the people of Norfolk 
Island. 

If that is what you want, you will 
find the Department's proposals ex¬ 
tremely satisfying and well thought 
through. 

If that is not what you want, you l 
will have one more chance to tell $ 

the Royal Commission exactly why t 
not, and what would work better ( 
for Norfolk. But the time is running 1 
out, and the chance may not come ! 
again in your lifetime. 


which may not suffice in the end, 
is in sustantially raising local 
revenue. These in turn will lead 
to a definition of financial, 
administrative and law-making 
independence in defined areas, with 
a new relationship between local and 
, federal Government. The intent 
should be a large measure of self- 
financed local government. 

Such changes may not be readily 
acceptable. They must be 
considered not against today’s 
experience or attitudes but against 
predictions and guesses for the 
unforeseeable, far-reaching future. 
Changes need not be rushed. They 
must be examined and considered 
against the thought that all parties 
-- protagonists and antagonists -- 
are compelled by an abiding respect 
for those personal qualities which 
have long distinguished Norfolk 
Island's people and impelled by a 
warm desire to protect the special 
character of this unique place. 

It is simply that die time has come 
for us all to make a move to 
concentrate on the possibilities of 
agreement. 


DEPARTMENT’S TWO NYS 
AT ROYAL COMMISSION 

(From page one) 

nue-raising machinery that has be¬ 
come customary In more advanced 
societies. 

He also spoke strongly in support 
of systems of checks and reviews-, 
and of wide public disclosure of the 
rules and policies by which Norfolk 
would be governed in some new and 
different form of management. He 
pointed out that there is a court ac¬ 
tion proceeding in Sydney in which 
it is alleged that some Norfolk Is¬ 
land Councillors had been offered 
bribes to take particular town plan¬ 
ning decisions. "All men are fallible" 
Mr. Engledow said. 

In comments on Crown Leases, 
he said his personal idea would be 
to set aside enough land to cover 
public needs for the forseeable fu¬ 
ture, and auction off all the rest 
as freehold. 

He said that "a desire to depress" 
the trading value of Crown lease¬ 
holds was implicit in the Minister's 
policies. 

Norfolk.ought to be a close part 
of Australia, he thought, and it 
could be a good idea to have the 
island attached to an A.C. T. elec¬ 
torate so Norfolk could have a rep¬ 
resentative in Parliament. 

The submission included a de¬ 
tailed analysis of the costs A ustralia 
carries in order to support Norfolk. 

A summary of these costs showed a 
1974/75 estimated total of more 
than $2 million for the year. 
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\H COURT LAST WEEK 

CHIEF MAGISTRATE C. F, KILDUFF 
held his first sitting of the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Court of Petty Sessions last Tues¬ 
day. Accompanying him on the bench 
werelocal magistrates Jim Olsson, 

Ken Nobbs and Fred Jowett. 

Court verdicts: 

A man about 28 years old was put 
on a $200 good behaviour bond for 12 
months after conviction for driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 

A 24-year-old man was convicted 
of malicious damage and put on a 
$200 good behaviour bond for two 
years. 

A 29-year-old man charged with 
negligent driving and driving under 
the influence of alcohol was dis¬ 
charged on both counts. 

A 21-year-old man was found guilty 
of speeding and fined $15, or two 
days in gaol in default. 

A civil case against Westonia Ltd. 
was withdrawn. 

A civil case against Martins Agen¬ 
cies resulted in the award to David 
Smith of $85.50 damages to a truck 
and $1.10 costs. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals. fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
-if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for 1c. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to l. 15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12,30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy.Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar. 


this Week' 

on Norfolk 

| MONDAY 

I Housie, Leagues Club 
! Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
j Film, Norfolk Hotel 
, TUESDAY 
f Film, Paradise Hotel 
! Film, Leagues Club 
| Darts, R. S. L Club 
| WEDNESDAY 

j School sailing Emily Bay 1 pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
: Film, sm'bord, Valley View 
N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
! Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
: THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouguet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the Ncws,_P. O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 
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PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 




We love music. 

If you love music as much as we 
|you will ultimately want a SONY 



NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 


Features BC bands—FM, MVV, SW,. SWj, SW 3 , SW 4 ■ Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW ■ 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control ■ Easy and accurate station tuning dui to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch ■ Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC pbwer cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. ■ An 
1C for great reliability and stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 



NEW PORTABLE STEREO RECORDER 

Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording BTwo built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included BTwo level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
B CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode B 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program B Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B 4 power 
sources: AC, 4 ”C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (*optional accessory) 


Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers ape glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 



Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" Is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p.m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney; Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
. travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

• 9..'10-11.30 and 2-3Mon-W 
UUwlUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visitinq:n-i 2 : 2 - 4 = 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It’s small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News,P. O.Box 94. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.L Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pro. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 
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NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


...Reading...a Lifetime 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and wasa hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers ■ 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the "Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the ' 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at.10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

'fa Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

HDCM 7 nAVO 7 Ofl «« Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrLN I UATO ( *vU 3151 TO y pin only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we cany freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 

... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries_ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops.. .magazines... batteries... 

cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars... bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinoperers.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them., .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 
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Many "Bounty" Names in 

While you're on Norfolk bland you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which, is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship* which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading,. 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Crews that Work the Shi 

Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman’s duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lor king, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k?gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


; lighterage system may seem primitive. 
The men who work it almost all have _ 
other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF UGHTER IN. 
times get#knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
oh the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TON GHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 
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MORE THAN 70 NEW LAWS ARE ON THE WAY TO NORFOLK - OFFICIAL LIST 


IT IS NOT POSSIBLF for the average 
solicitor — let alone the average 
Norfolk resident — to know what 
the laws all are on the island. 

Some laws are archaic and simply 
aren't in print. Others are modern 
but haven’t yet been made available 
in print on Norfolk. Still others are 
Australian laws that apply here; and 
not eve® the Attorney General's De¬ 
partment is willing to say exactly 
which Australian laws these are. 

Another category of unknowable 
laws are those "in the pipeline" of 
the law-making process, which can 
take two years or longer. 

As an appendix to the Royal Com¬ 
mission submission presented by the 
Department of the Capital Terri¬ 
tory was a list of these laws-in-the- 
process. The list is as of 31 May, 

1975. Since then additional laws- 
to-be have entered the pipeline. 

In this listing, intended laws are 
in three groups, according to the 
priority they are being given as 
they go through the process. 

I. "ESSENTIAL" LAWS 

Absentee Landowners: A new 
Ordinance to impose a levy on 
unimproved value of land held by 
Absentee Landowners. 

Building: Amendment to require 
approval for erection of all private 
dwellings. 

Amend Companies Ordinance : 
Amendments in the main relate to 
increasing statutory fees. 

Customs: Revise categories and 
duty on dutiable goods as part of 
Norfolk Island Budget. 

Entry Fee; To impose landing fee 
for visitors. 

Four Weeks Leave : To implement 
Cabinet decision for four weeks' leave 
in private sector. 

Immigration : Complete review 
following Butland Report. Provide 
tighter controls over entry pe rmits 
and resident status, 

Motor Vehicle Third Party : New 
Ordinance for introduction of third 
party scheme. 

Public Moneys; Amendment to 
authorise investment in Revenue Fund. 

Public Service No. 2 : Amendment to 
be made shortly to overcome defects 
seen by Auditor-General. 

Public Works_: To increase revenue 
from public works calls. 

Statutory Fees Variation : New 
Ordinance to increase fees under 
various Ordinances. 

Town Planning; New Ordinance to 
provide for a Town Planning Board and 
town planning controls. 

Various Ordinances : Amend to 
metric measure. 

Workers Compensation : New Ordin- 
ance to introduce workers compensation. 


2. "HIGHLY DESIRABLF" LAWS 

Conveyancing No. 2; Machinery 
amendment as part ot the scheme to 
introduce guaranteed land titles. 

Crown Lands No. 1 : Machinery 
amendment as part of the scheme to 
introduce guaranteed land title. 

Crown Lands No. 2 : Reduce 
reappraisals of business leases to four 
years. Define UCV and allow appeals. 

Crown Lands No. 3; Widen acquis- 
ition powers--reduce reappraisal ALL 
leases to four years. 

Encroachment ; Required as part of 
guaranteed land titles. 

Land (Sub-division) : Amendments 
required as part of guaranteed land 
titles. 

Limitation of Action : New Ordinance 
required as part of guaranteed land 
title. 

Liquor No. 1 : To- relax trading 
hours, allow takeaway bottle sales. 

Lunacy No. I : Amendment required 
as part of guaranteed land titles. 

Married Women Property; Am end- 
ment required as part of guaranteed 
land titles. 

Norfolk Island Act (No. I) : Amend- 
ment required as part of guaranteed 
land titles. 

Noxious Weeds ; Amendment 
required as part of guaranteed land 
titles. 

Official Plan: New Ordinance 
required as part of guaranteed land 
titles. 

Partition : Amendment required as 
part of guaranteed land titles. 

Probate and Administration : Amend- 
ment required as part of guaranteed 
land titles. 

Public Roads and Public Notices ; 
Amendment required as part of guar - 
anteed land Titles. 

Public Service (No. 1) : Complete 
rewrite. 

Real Property (Land Titles ): New 
Ordinance for introduction of 
guranteed Land Titles. 

Succession and Will s; Amendment 
required as part of guaranteed land 
titles. 

Surveyors : New Ordinance to 
provide for survey practice and 
directions. • 

Surveys (No,2) : Amendment 
required as part of guaranteed land 
titles. 

Trustee (No. 1) : Amendment 
■required as part of guaranteed land 
titles. 

Various Ordinance s: Amend to lower 
age of legal responsibility to eighteen 
years. 

3. "DESIRABLE" LAWS 

Administration: An amendment to 
allow Administrator to declare gaols 
and appoint gaolers. 


Business Names ; A new Ordinance 
to require die registration of business 
names. 

' Child Welfare Agreement ; Amend 
definition of Court to allow Court of 
Petty Sessions to sign orders for the 
transfer of minors to NSW institutions. 

Church of England Land ; Formalise 
arrangement for leasing of All Saints 
Church. 

Commons and Public Reserves; Repeal 
present Ordinance and introduce new 
Ordinance to give Administrator care 
and control over commons and public 
reserves. 

Conveyancing (No. 1) ; Lower age 
of legal responsibility to eighteen 
years. 

Court of Petty Sessions ; Increase 
jurisdiction of Court. Allow for 
closed Courts for infants. Adopt 
uptodate rules. 

Crown Lands (no. 4) : Provide for 
delegation of powers. 

Electricity ; Repeal of Wiring 
Ordinance and introduction of new 
Ordinance to provide for licensing 
of electricians, and new wiring 
rules etc. 

Evidence; Updating by adopting 
amendments to NSW legislation 
since 1960. 

Fish Protection: A new Ordinance 
to control the export of live fish. 

Gas Equipment; New Ordinance to 
regulate the installation of gas 
equipment. 

Gun Licence ; To provide for 
stricter control over issue of firearms. 

Hire Purchase Agreement; New 
Ordinance to regulate hire-purchase 
agreements. 

Holiday ; New Ordinance to enable 
public holidays in the private sector 
to be declared. 

Importation of Animals; To tighten 
controls over importation of horses 
and cattle. 

Licensing of Hire Boats; New 
Ordinance to provide safety and other 
controls. 

Liquor (No.2) ; Long-term plan to 
review Ordinance. 

Lunacy (No. 2 ): To change name of 
Ordinance. Allow magistrate declare 
person to be detained. 

Maintenance Orders (Facilities for 
Enforcement; To ensure tJK usury 
laws -do not apply. 

Medical Practitioners Registration : 

New Ordinance to provide for reg- 
istration of medical practitioners. 

Mercantile Law ; To ensure that UK 
usury laws do not apply. 

Motor Vehicle : Long -term plan to 
completely review Ordinance. 

Museum Trus t; New Ordinance to set 
up a museum trust. 

Norfolk Island Act (No. 2); To place 
beyond doubt that Nepean and Philip 
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METEOROLOGICA L OFFICE 


Islands are part of the Territory of 
Norfolk Island. 

Norfolk Island Council (No. 1) : To 
allow Administration employees to 
stand for Council. 

Norfolk Island Council (No. 2 ): To 
increase membership of Council and 
introduce proportional representation. 

Pharmacy : Amendment to provide 
for registration of New Zealand 
chemists. 

Pollution of Sea by Oil: New 
Ordinance to introduce legislation 
similar to that in force in Australia. 

Post and Telegraph : To vary postal 
charges to allow 10 for magazines 
and periodicals. 

Powers of Attorney; To allow 
powers of attorney not under seal. 

Public Roads to provide for care, 
control and maintenance of all 
Norfolk Island roads. 

Sale of Food;Amend to provide 
for licensing and inspection of 
dairies etc. 

Sellheim Grave; Review Trust 
provisions. 

Surveys (No. 1): To make clear 
the power to enter property for 
certain surveys. 

Timber Licences : Amend control 
sale of Norfolk Island pine seeds. 

Traffic: A new Ordinance to 
provide for on-the-spot fines. 

Trustee (no.2): Amendment to 


"NEWS" MINI-ADS j 

• COST JUST $1 

• A LLOW YOU UP TO | 
22 WORDS 

• INCLUDE A HEAD- 1 

LINE UP TO 16 j 

LETTERS 

• take your mes- [ 

SAGE A LL OVER ‘ 

THF ISLAND > 

Forms available at the Milk Bar, | 

DeChesneS Store and Jensens I 


allow agreements to be not under 
seal. 

Uniform Maintenance ; A new 
Ordinance to update maintenance 
laws. Could affect Deserted Wives 
and Children Ordinance, Infants 
Maintenance and Protection 
Ordinance and Maintenance 
Orders (Facilities for Enforcement) 
Ordinance. 

Various ; Amen d to convert to 
decimal currency. 

Various legislation; Repeal Old 
English laws which apply to Norfolk 
Island. 

Weights Ordinance ; Review and 
update Ordinance. 


Tenders 

OFFICE CLEANING 

Tenders are invited 
for cleaning the Me¬ 
teorological Office, 
commencing ^st Sept.. 
1975. Conditions of 
contract may be in¬ 
spected at the Me¬ 
teorological Office. 
Tenders in writing 
to be addressed to 
the 0.1.C. Meteoro¬ 
logical Office, P0 
Boy 20 . by 4.00pm 
19th August 19 7 5. 

The lowest or any 
tender will not ne¬ 
cessarily be accepted. 

R. N. JONES, Officer in Charge 


SfcLUNCti AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 

^ The enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk's premier hotel... 

* Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only ^>1.50 



south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Paeifie 


telephone 2166 


5 Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 
ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 
iW and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 
poultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or tea 


MONDAY SMORGASBORD 7 - 9.30PM.THURSDAY BARBEQUE 7 - 9.30PM 






RADIO NORFOLK— AUGUST 11-17 , ,**■»•* 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 
Lcual; 10. Local; 12. focal; 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 
7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country 
meets folk 
10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 
11.30 Profile 

12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Big Band Sounds 
1.00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Sydney show 
10.00 Local News 
10.05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 
12.00 L6c;T News 

12. 05 Spores Magazine 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 What Next 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morning serial 


11.30 Glums ■ 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 International 
Call 

I. 00 News 
THURSDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

9'. 30 Eric Cook & guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Dad’s Army 
10. 45 Morning serial 

II. 0'0 Requests 

12. 00 News 

1,00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adventist 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music ■ (Beryl} 

10.00 Local News 
10.05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm Reporting 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 
12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

1.15 Church of England 


SATURDAY 
11. 00 Music (Sylvia) 
12.00 Local News 
12.05 Top of Pops 
1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 
2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sport. Serv. 
SUNDAY 
4. bo Music 

4.45 Aust. top 20 

5.30 World News 
6.00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children’s story 
7.00 Story Time 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (5) 

8.15 Accused in Box 

8.45 Comedy - Roll 
Out the Barrel! 

9.15.Classical Showcase 

9.45 Close 



On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 
that day's ^ 







Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTPNG FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 




Social news 


STAYING AT NO. 8 Quality Row 
with Henry and Phiilida Spiith for 2 
months h Phiilida’s mother, Mrs. 
BrigLa Gauly, from Dublin, Ireland. 

Mrs, Ganly is a well known painter 
of portraits and flower studies in 
Ireland and England and has travelled 
to many parts of the world during her 
studies and commissions. Her father, 
Dermod O'Brien, was also a well 
known painter and president ot the 
Royal Hibernian Academy in 
Ireland for 20 years. It’? easy to see 
where Phiilida’s talent: come from. 

Mrs. Ganly studied art for most 
of her teen years at the s chool of 
Arts in Dublin and later at the Royal 
Academy. She herself taught paint¬ 
ing to adults for 15 years. She went 
to Paris in 1956 to study Cubism with 
Andre Rhote, a comtemporary of 
Picasso and Matisse. She is fluent in 
French. Her work has taken her to 
Rome, where she studied at the 
British School of Art, and 5 times to 
Greece, which she adores; the light 
is marvellous there for painting and 




t FLYING HONEYMOON FOR THE 
SALTS 1 

A NINE DAY TRIP to the U. S. is 
the honeymoon plan of Ken and Gina 
Salt, who were married in a tiny 
civil service at the Lions Club Rooms 
at Kingston at 5 p.m. on Saturday 
Evening last. The only attendants 
were Allan and Joyce Dyer, also 
staunch members of Norfolk Island's 
Lions Club. The reception was also 
held in the club rooms, was anything 
but tiny;-over 150 people attended to 
wish the newlyweds well and join in 
the marvellous spread provided by 
their friends. 



Gina wore an unusual and very 
attractive long dress of cream silky 
material printed with brown and 
orange large flowers. The dress had 
long sleeves, a fitted waist with 
a peplum, and a scarf tie at the 
neckline. She carried a bouquet of 
tiny cream roses. 

Ken wore a beige suit with a cream 
printed shirt and dark brown tie. 

They left for Auckland yesterday 
and fly to America on Wednesday. 


TUESDAY NIGHT AT 7 P.M. is 
the starting time for open night at 
the school. Parents of school 
children are encouraged to go along 
and inspect some of their children's 
Swojrk fgr this year and talk over their 
Mogriss\rith their teachers. 



sketching. 

She also went to Newport, Rhode. 
Island, at the request of an eccentric 
and wealthy old woman to paint her 
portrait. The lady apparently kept 
growing tired of sitting and would 
retire with only her head painted, so 
Mrs. Ganley dressed two cushions in 
the dress the old woman wantecfto 
be painted - - all Irish hand 
crocheted lace -- and finished her 
portrait that way. The lady was 
reputedly very pleased with the result'. 

Brigid Ganley is a remarkable woman, 
and proof that it isn’t only this present 
generation of women who seek 
individuality and something more than 
a housewife image. 


,1 


THIS WEEK IS EDUCATION WEEK 
on Norfolk, the highlight of which 
will undoubtably be the Infants and 
Third Grade concert held in the 
Rawson Hall on Thursday night at 
y p. m. Scotty Nagle and his- team 
of scenery painters were hard at 
work on Saturday afternoon on the 
very colourful backdrops for the 


Ci ncert. Where on earth would 
local stage productions be without 
Scotty? The team consists of Chloe 
f »iay, Charlie Freshwater, Barbara 
Goudie and Phiilida Smith. 

Our picture shows Chloe and 
Phiilida painting some trees onto a 
backdrop. 
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Norfolk LIVING 



WHEN THE NEWS began (sounds 
like it started two centuries ago) we 
promised that we'd occasionally 
talk about things 'off the island'. 

On a very recent trip to Sydney we 
delved heavily into the realm of 
haute cuisine - not so much by 
choice but because of circumstances - 
a wedding, seeing dear friends, 
former neighbors and business col¬ 
leagues, Sydnersiders, among the 
world's most hospitable people, in¬ 
undated us with kindness. One way 
of expressing kindness seems to be 
through your guest's tummy. An 
exception to this mode it the U.S. 
Consul-General's wife, Betty Hannah, 
who is one of the most travelled 
ladies we've ever known. Her first 
husband, who died several years ago, 
was head of TWA in Asia and an 
'Old China Hand'. Betty knows 
what happens to people travelling - 
everyone makes his or her favorite 
special dish for you and after a 
week or so of dining this way you 
feel dreadful and like a squirrel 
wanting to tuck away food in an 
extra pouch in your jaw when the 
Russian torte au flambe arrives. 

Betty's highest compliment for 
luncheon for a weary traveller, 
was a bowl of home-made veger- 
table soup, some French brqad, 
cold meat and a carafe of white 
wine on the table. She offered 
an assorted cheese tray and bis¬ 
cuits and coffee afterwards. Her 
home-made vegetable soup is 
special for two reasons (1) she hates 
to cook, has always had plenty of 
Asian help 'til her move to Sydney 
but makes this herself and (2) she 
concentrates on you and not the meal. 
What greater compliment is there? 

To us, this is really haute cuisine. 

In spite of being served mushrooms 
four inches in diameter, done 
Austrian style (like Weiner Schnit¬ 
zel), fresh lobster mornay, racks of 
lamb with ligorbcrries. creme brule 
with the brul£ done with aplomb, 
Chinese gooseberries marinated in 
Trumbach Gewurtztraminer, crab 
au sec with imported pimientoes, 
rougail of aubergines, our most re¬ 
membered meal was Betty Hannah's. 



WE READ RECENTLY that Water 
Hyacinths could turn out to be a 
very efficient water pollutant filter. 
According to studies being made 
two and one-half acres of these 
rapid growing plants can remove 
large amounts of nickel, cadmium, 
carbolic acid, phosphate and nitro¬ 
gen at a considerably fast rate. 

When harvested they can be pro¬ 
cessed to produce 2.5 million Cubic 
feet of usable bio-gas. 

If this information is correct those 
lovely Water Hyacinths on either 
side of the road to Slaughter Bay 
may be a double blessing - beaut¬ 
iful to behold and a help in keep¬ 
ing one of our favourite swimming 
beaches clean. 



BARBARA THEBO, A former 
resident of Norfolk now living in 
Bathesda, Maryland outside Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., recently spent a month 
on the Island. Before leaving she 
was kind enough to let the News 
have this recipe from the Hillmead 
Garden Club of Bathesda's new cook¬ 
book. 

BALTIMORE FRIED CHICKEN 
1 frying chicken (cut in pieces) 

1 tsp. salt 
£ tsp. black pepper 
£ cup flour 

£ tsp. cayenne pepper 
£ tsp. paprika 
i tsp. ginger 

1 cup oil 

2 tbl. flour 

1 cup chicken stock or wine 
Clean chicken pieces and season 
with salt and pepper. Mix flour, 
salt and pepper, cayenne, paprika 
and ginger and dredge chicken. 

Saute until golden brown. Cover 
pan and let simmer for 15 minutes. 
Keep warm after removing from 
pan. Make gravy with 2 tbl. flour 
and stock or wine. Add chicken 
to gravy. Cover and let simmer 
for 15 minutes or until done. Turn 
often. 


THE SWORD AND THE SCIMITAR - 
A SAGA OF THE CRUSADES by 
Ernie Bradford 

TO CALL A book a "coffee-table 
book" has in recent years become a 
term of opbrobrium and in most 
cases this is true as they are over¬ 
priced, over-illustrated, under¬ 
written and over-weight. My defin¬ 
ition of an over-weight book is one 
that is too heavy to read comfort¬ 
ably in bed. Once leafed through 
they are never again reopened until 
the time comes to give Auntie Jane 
a last-minute Christmas present; 
so the inside of the cover is exposed 
and in goes the good-wishes message 
and out comes the price tag. 

What has this to do with the Cru¬ 
sades? Absolutely nothing, except 
that "The Sword and the Scimitar" 
is very definitely not a coffee-table 
book, despite the large format, 
glossy cover and plethora of pictures. 
It's quite the best one-volume his¬ 
tory of the Crusades that I've read, 
and stands second only to Sir Steven 
Runciman's three-volume master¬ 
piece on the same subject. 

It traces the rise and fall of the 
Crusading spirit from the eloquence 
of Peter the Hermit in the ten nine - 
ties to the abortive last Crusade in 
the thirteen sixties that failed from 
a combination of inept leadership 
and the ravages of the Black Death. 
Most people don't realise that mem¬ 
bers of the St. John's Ambulance 
Brigade are direct descendents of 
the Order of Knights Hospitallers 
of St. John of Jerusalem, traced 
through various tribulations and 
animadversions in Palestine, Rhodes 
and Malta, where Napoleon put a 
summary end to the Order as a mil¬ 
itary force in 1798. 

This book not only describes the 
characters and events of the main 
Crusades but also the social life, 
weapons and methods of warefare 
of the times. Europe gained far 
more from the East than the East 
ever gained from Europe, and the 
chief long-term effect of the Crusades 
was the realisation that civilisation 
could not only flourish outside an in¬ 
sanitary Western European monastery 
or draughty castle, but in most re¬ 
spects be superior. Go to any Com¬ 
mon Market country for a holiday 
and you find it still is. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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Business 


FRUtA^ EXCHANGE RaTES 



ommerce 


$Al bought -- 


UK E£ . 6104 

NZ " NZ$ 1,0265 

FRANCE F.Fr 5.610 

H/KONG HK$ 6.483 

JAPAN Yen 3a. 34 

N'LANDS Florin 3.392 

SWITZ’D S.Fr 3.446 

W. GERMANY DM 3.308 

Fin ' F$ 1.0565 

U.S. US$ 1.2864 

NOUMEA CFP.Fr 101.63 

NEW GUINEA PAR 


(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 36 7/8/75 . 

$40 PRIZE for winning idea for 1976 
Christmas stamp, entries due 29/9/75 
WAR SERVICE HOMES Asst. Director 
available for interviews this week. 
FIRST DA Y of issue next Monday for 
’'Mermaid" 100 & "Kingston" 350 
stamps; 1st day covers 530. 

LAST DAY of issue Friday for 5 
stamps listed GovtGztteDigst 28/7/75 
STRUCK OFF register 7/8/75; Austra¬ 
lasian Permanent Trustees, Michelle 
Int’l, N. I. Mutual Fund, Wyvern En¬ 
terprises, all Ltd. 

TO BE STRUCK off 7/ll/75;Custom 
Credit Corp. of NI, Glen, Hawthorn, 
Rutherglen and Stanley Holdings, 
all Ltd. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING will not be 
introduced this year. 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Sy.d. Akl. Akl Bne. Bne . 

M - - 10.30 11.45 

T - - - .- 

W 1.45 2; 40 10.30 11.45 - 10.00 

T - - 2.00 - 

F - - 10.30 11.45 - 

S 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 - 10,00 

S 4.25 5,15 10.30 11.452.00 - 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS traffic to the 
Island has brought a virtual stop to 
normal air cargo services. 

Oantas last week advised that no 
cargo could be carried during Au¬ 
gust other than genuine urgent. 

At the weekend Air New Zealand 
telexed that it had 3, 000 kilos of 
cargo awaiting uplift from Auck¬ 
land, and has embargoed other 
air freight until this is cleared. 
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74/5: BIGGEST BUSINESS 

TERRITORY OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE 
1974-1975- ’ 

-- r - 


Customs Duty 

409, 735 

Crown Lease Rents & Fees 

5, 089 

Conveyancing Fees 

, 3,684 

Revenue from Liquor Bond 

149, 453 

Public Works 

7,235 

Car Registrations & Licences 

42, 955 ■ 

Court Fees & Fines 

5,425 

Company Fees 

197. 961 

Fees - Agriculture. 


Pasturage. Dogs 

787 

Miscellaneous 

8,111 

Dental Fees 

2, 656 

Sale of Stamps 

) 347, 713 

Post Office - Miscellaneous 

1, 883 

Revenue Telephone Under¬ 


taking . 

10, 019 

Timber Royalty 

514 

Sale of Surplus Store* 

142 

Revenue from Electricity 


Undertaking 

21, 663 

Rental Administration 


Residences 

4,817 

Sale of Vehicles & Plant 

1, 933 

Curatores fees 

Nil 

Sale of Forest Produce 

6,855 

Tanalith Plant Charges 

5,401 

Liquor Licence Fees 

8, 557 

Revenue from Lighterage 


Undertaking 

3,443' 

Interest on Investments 

35, 917 

Appropriation Former 


Years 

106 

1,262,054" 

Commonwealth Grant 

126,000 

$1, 408,054 

EXPENDITURE 


1974/75 

$ 

Administration 

239,717 

Government House 

8, 569 

Police, Courts, ftisons 

33, 033 

Norfolk Island Council 

5,142 

printing. Stationery, 


incidentals 

21.202 

Education 

145,819 

Health 

81,234 

Forestry & Agriculture 

32,243 

Tourism 

5. 000 

Special Allowances 

16, 376 

Repairs, Maintenance 


& Minor Works 

210,761 

Post Office 

150. 388 

Capital Works & Services 


Buildings 

35,751 

Roads, Reserves. Land¬ 


ing & Public Places , 

19,223 

Electricity Undertaking 

11, 639 

Miscellaneous 

62,156 


$1. 077, 753 


'975 


74/5: BIGGEST HOTEL 

The South Pacific Hotel last year 
earned a profit after tax of 2.3 per 
cent on its estimated $1 million 
investment. 

"I would not expect a return in a 
similar business or any business under 
12£ per cent as being acceptable" 
Accountant Timothy R. K. Holden 
told the Commission. 

Mr. Holden of Balgowlah, New 
South Wales, said he was secretary 
of the company which ran the South 
Pacific Hotel Motel. 

There were four Australian share¬ 
holders and three New Zealand. 

The four Australian shareholders 
were Mr. A. Harris, Mrs. J. Harris 
and Mr. S. Harris and a family 
company, Waybaekj 

South Pacific began trading in 1966. 

The197 ; ^f^e.i: - Jprof i t. represep ted 
5.2 per cent on the estimated'_$I 1 ' 
million investment, arid the 1974 
figure 4.3 per cent. 

Mr. Holden submitted a schedule 
of costs for toie year ending June 30, 
1975, paid to Norfolk Island 
residents. 

It included; Salaries aud wages 
$153,153; diesel oil and fuel $9, 845. 
Heating and power, $26, 438; 
Maintenance $40, 000; liquor and 
supplies $77, 466; accountancy $2, 096, 
bank charges $717; entertaining $5000; 
Interest $10,776; licence fees, cables, 
telephone $8, 395; motor vehicle 
expenses $2,129; plant, furnishings 
and building improvements $46,398. 

This totalled $462,413. 

Cost of food, including household 
supplies was $155, 321, part purchased 
locally. 

Fifteen per cent commissions to 
Travel Agents came to $16, 000. 

The 57 room, 112 bed hotel employed 
42 staff members off-season working a 
48 hour week. 

None of them were Norfolk Islanders. 

Australian taxation placed the South 
Pacific at a disadvantage with its 
competitiors, such as the Hotel Norfolk, 
Mr. Holden told the Commission, and" 
would prove harmful to the Island. 

Mr. Holden suggested four ways 
in which the company's tax situation 
might be relieved. 

A zone allowance could be made; 

the company could be granted 

exemption as a genuine Norfolk 
company; die Administrator and 
Council could decide what companies 
were benefiting Norfolk Island arid 
exempt them; or,, in the event of the 
Island achieving self-government or 
• something like that, normal double 
taxation provisions could apply. 
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From SYDNEY 


THE NEW LEADERS 

are pleased to advise their schedule 
of services from Sydney and Auckland 


P ORT d e F RANCE - Voyage 52 

Departure delayed by rain and tech¬ 
nical problems — now loading and ex¬ 
pected to sail WEDNESDAY AUGUST 13. 

ILE de LUMI ERE - Voyage 8 

DUE ARRIVE SYDNEY 25th AUGUST 
DUE DEPART SYDNEY 29th AUGUST 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 1st SEPTEMBER 
Back cargo will be accepted for the 
Voyage 8 sailing which sails direct from 
Norfolk to Auckland. 


From AUCKLAND 



ILE de LUMIER E - Voyage 7 

DUE DEPART AUCKLAND 18th AUGUST 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 21st AUGUST 

Cargo for this direct sailing is expected 
to be received on Friday 15th August. 
Hurry and make your bookings now to 
avoid disappointment. 

ILE de LUMIFRE - Voyage 8 

DUE ARRIVF AUCKLAND 5th SEPTEMBER 
DUE DEPART AUCKLAND 7th SEPTEMBER 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 10th SEPTEMBER 
Back cargo to Syd*ey will be accepted 
on both the above sailings 


Further information available 
from GEOFF (Phone 2018) or KEN (2131) 



CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.201# 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agfehts in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 




SPORTS 


WITH 


ROGER NEWMAN 


'Old fox' Graeme Forsyth makes good comeback 
TIRING GREENS FIGHT BACK BUT BLUES STAR TO COME IN 23 TO II 


A GOOD CROWD was present at 
the Kingston Oval yesterday after¬ 
noon to witness the clash between 
the Blues and Greens on a firm hafd 
ground in pleasant sunny conditions. - 

Blues ran out onto the field with 
their tails in the air - the memory 
of the large Reds win last weekend 
fresh in their minds, and confident 
they could do the same - which they 
did. 

From the kick off Blues went 
straight onto the attack and looked 
very good with crisp passing and 
running onto the ball and good back¬ 
ing up which had the Greens really 
disorganised and in all sorts of 
trouble. 

After 10 minutes Blues won a good 
scrum 5 yards from the Greens line 
and Brian Schinkel dived through a 
gap to score a good try which Sid 
Cooper converted to make the score 
5 to NIL. 

Stung by the early setback Greens 
played like a different team and 
looked as if they had finally clicked 
with good hard running and a feast of 
possession which they made good use 
of and managed to score two tries 
the first by'Shane Quintal and a few 
minutes later Michael Quintal crossed 
the Blues line but unfortunately for 
Greens Skeet Anderson wasn't able 
to convert either of the tries. The 
two good tries put the Greens in 
front 6 points to 5. 

The stage was set for a really good 
game of football from each-team 
but after 30 minutes the tide turned 
for the Blues as the Greens had 
obviously run out of steam. Heaven 
only knows why a team cannot be 
fit this late in the season but the 
Blues didn't mind at all as they were 
playing one of their best games of 
the season and from about 10 minutes 
before half time they were really 
getting on top of a tired looking 
Gregos and Hunky Evans for the Blues 
cros&d the line wide out which Sid 
Cooper couldn't convert which made 
the half- time score 8 points to 6 to 
Blues. 


Graeme Forsyth (the old fox) was 
having a good game in his comeback 
for the Blues and showed us that he 
still has a fair turn of speed and a 
sense for the gap which doesn’t exist 
and scored a grand individualistic 
try shortly into the second spell - 
once again Cooper wasn't having a 
very happy day with his boots and 
missed the conversion to make the 
score 11 points to 6. 

Green machine clicks 
then runs 
out of steam 
before half time 


Greens retaliated with a determined 
effort from the few of the blokes that 
had obviously been to training the 
result a good crashing try a one man 
effort from Mick Williams which 
Skeet converted to level the score at 
11 points all. 

This lifted the Greens morale but 
the final outcome was already sealed - 
the question was how long could the 
Greens keep the Blues at bay? 

A Cooper penalty gave the Blues 
the lead they wanted in front 13-11. 
From then on Blues ran in two fine 
tries the first to Alan Bataille with 
a tremendous recovery of the ball 
right on the Greens line taking the 
ball about 6 feet in the air and diving 
over which Cooper converted - be 
second to Graeme Forsyth after 
evading tackle, after tackle crossed 
in the corner then ran around to dot 
the ball under the posts while the 


Green defenders stood there and 
watched a successful Cooper con¬ 
version to make the final score 23 
points to 11. 


How they added 
BLUES TRIES: 
Brian Schinkel 
Hunky Evans 
Graeme Forsyth(2) 
Alan Bataille 
CONVERSIONS; 
Cooper(3) 
PENALTIES: 
Cooper 23 


GREENS TRTES: 
Shane Quintal 
Michael Quintal 
Mick Williams 

Skeet Anderson 


11 


BRITISH GRAND PR1X 

BRAZIL’S EMERSON TITTIPALDI 
drove his McLaren to victory in the 
rain shortened race to average 120 
mph for 56 laps over the 2. 93 mile 
circuit at Silverstone, England, 
when the race was abandoned with 
11 laps to go. 

FISHING 

THE OFFSHORE WATERS of the 
Florida Coast is reputed to have the 
heaviest year round shark population 
in the world so this year the Florida 
Shark Club organised a shark fishing 
competition. 

The heaviest shark caught was a 
14'4” hammerhead weighing 7031bs, 
second prize went to a woman who 
caught a 9'8" bull shark weighing 
477 lbs. Come on Norfolk, there's 
some big sharks off Cascade— 
CYCLING 

BERNARD THEVENET BECAME 
the first Frenchman in 8 years to win 
the Tour de France, after 23 days and 
2, 500 miles by beating Belgian Eddy 
Merekz 5 time winner by 2j minutes. 
SYDNEY LEAGUE 

EASTS 26 BEAT PARRAMATTA 7 
BALMAIN 8 BEAT WESTS 8 


Victorian 

Football 

League 

results 


MELB , 11.23.89 BEAT CLTN 

HAWTHN 25.23.173 
CLLW'D 20.18.138 
FITZROY 16.19.115 
N. MELB 13.23.101 

ST.K1LDA 16.18.114 


7.9. 51 
GEELG 8.7.55 
ESSDN 15. 9. 99 
S. MELB 13.20.98 
RCHMD 13.18.G6 
FOOTSCY 5.16.46 





‘dars Norfolk’ 


THIS IS THE SECOND and conclu¬ 
ding part of an article published in 
the last century about Norfolk Island 
in 1853, shortly before the notorious 
"Second Settlement" was closed, 
and the island made available to the 
Pitcairners. 

It is from a periodical of thetime, 
"The Nautical Magazine and Naval 
Chrinicle", and we are indebted to 
Les Brown for drawing it to our atten¬ 
tion and making a photocopy avail¬ 
able to us for publication in the 
150th anniversary year of the foun¬ 
ding of the monstrous prison settle¬ 
ment. 

33CGDCnX3CCO3DQD3DQrX3DQ0XI!B3IXJ 

At midnight Captain Deering in¬ 
vited Major Hume* and myself to 
visit the convict wards. It was his 
wish we should do so secretly; so we 
approached the gaol door on tiptoe, 
opening the gates with his key, to 
see that the constables were on the 
alert. We were to'proceed quietly 
through the wards, to listen to any 
scheme that might be concocting for 
seizing the boat that was launched 
for our service. 

Firstly, we visited the solitary 
wards. All was perfect silence, save 
the heavy clanking of chains as they 
moved in their huge wooden cages. 
Every ward is lighted during the 
night, and they are surrounded by 
galleries, where there are peep-holes 
for the warders' observation, or 
through which they may hear any 
conversation. The solitary wards are 
on the ground floor. Above were 
continuous galleries, - a hundred 
sleeping in hammocks, six feet apart. 
These beds are flat and in two tiers. 
We walked stealthily from end to end. 
All were, or pretended to be, asleep; 
but the clanking of their chains as 
the door was unlocked, betrayed some 
uneasiness. 

* A friend and passenger from the 

58th Regiment, at A nckla .A 

The whole system is watch, watch, 
and the maxim "Set a thief to catch 
a thief” is carried out in earnest, for 
there was not even a single free man 
amongst the warders and constables, 
or within the walls of the gaol when 
we entered, including those who met 
us at the gate. The military are 
entirely separated from prison duties, 
but are quartered in such a position 
as to be immediately available in 
case of an outbreak. 


Next morning we visited the work- 
' shops, the salthouse, the smithy, 
the carpenters and coopers. Here 
also the superintendent was a ticket 
of leave man, armed with a cutlass 
and loaded pistol. 

In the boat-house, which is pur¬ 
posely in the vicinity of the guard¬ 
house, are two launches, from eight 
to fourteen tons (built here); also two 
six-oared whale-boats, such as are 
used for landing. 

Hanging to the roof is a specimen 
of what a convict will attempt to 
gain his liberty. Here we see a 
wicker boat, five feet in length, 
without a nail; but seized together 
by flax, and so frail that its sus¬ 
pension collapsed it. Three men 
had been surreptitiously engaged in 
framing this boat, with the intention 
of crossing to Phillips Island to con¬ 
struct a more seaworthy craft. It was 
intended to cover the wicker work 
with canvas, - but it is impossible it 
could have floated many minutes; 
and one of the intended crew being 
persuaded of this fact, - turned 
approver. 

In visiting the gaol by day the 
commandant pointed out the worst 
characters, the various cells were 
opened, and all denoted perfect 
cleanliness and order. A mat, a 
Bible, and two other books comprised 
the furniture. As the turnkey open¬ 
ed, the culprit rose with his heavy 
chains suspended between his legs, 
and his arms extended on an iron bar 
two feet in length. There were about 
forty of these wretches, who had for¬ 
feited their existence over and over 
again. Before the padlock was re¬ 
moved from the door, I was informed 
of the nature of their last offence. A 
for trying to escape in a boat, B for 
biting a constable's nose off. Sec. 
Offences all independant of the origin¬ 
al crimes. More horrid villainous 
countenances one could not portray. 
The low foreheads, the arched eyes, 
the sepulchral expression, gave us 
the idea that such faces had never 
had the faculty of smiling. One man 
only violently banged his door on us. 
Another was confessing to a Catholic 
priest, who was within his cell. 

They are allowed to walk in courts 
for two hours a day. 

Passing from this revolting scene, 
we visited the dining hall and lumber 
yard. The labourers here are allow¬ 
ed a stick of tobacco a week which 
is considered a great indulgence. 

They have skilly for breakfast, and 
a pound of meat three times a week. 
Those closely confined, half that 


allowance, which soon reduces them 
to an emaciated condition. 

The task work, by which a portion 
of the sentence can be remitted, is 
the only part of Captain Maconoch- 
ie’s system in vogue. We saw tail¬ 
ors, shoemakers, and tinsmiths at 
their various avocations in separate 
cells. 

We witnessed the funeral of a poor 
fellow who died under amputation 
of the arm, - from a fall down a 
quarry. Six chained felons carried 
him to the grave, and a single con¬ 
stable was the mock mourner. In 
the churchyard we see gravestones, - 
"Sacred to the memory of John 
Smith, prisoner of the Crown, ex¬ 
ecuted, " &c. There \s no difficulty 
i n finding a Calcraft; whfen eleven j 
were to be hung in 1848, fifty of . 
their friends volunteered to perform : 
this service for thehh. 

A few months since several men 
escaped by. seizing a ship's boat. 

They threw the constables over¬ 
board, who, however, escaped. ■ 
They retained the coxswain as pilot, 
and made for Moreton Bay^ N, S.W.: 
and they decided to devour the said- 
coxswain for provisions if he did not 
land them on the Australian coast 
within a certain number of days. 

They did land, and all were recap 1 - 
tured. This and other circumstances 
rendered the occasion of our visit 
one of great precaution on-the part; 
of the Commandant. All converse 
ation was to be listened to and re¬ 
ported, especially if in reference to 
the boats launched for the use of the 
ship in the offing. 

Our friends provided us liberally 
with sheep, vegetables, fruit, &c.; 
and we carried a thousand young 
pines to New Zealand. Some we 
planted on the North Cape, and others 
were dispersed among the gardens in 
Auckland. 

Captain Cook, who discovered the 
island on October 10th, 1774, says, 
"We were undoubtedly the first that 
ever set foot on it;" but recent dis¬ 
coveries prove otherwise. A short 
time ago the skull of a savage was 
dug up. The cranium a medical 
officer told me was extremely narrow, 
most singularly so. A stone toma¬ 
hawk had also been found, six feet 
below the surface near high water. 

But it does not appear that beyond 
stray visitors from the Polynesian Isl- 
£.:.Js that there was ever any settle¬ 
ment until we made it a den of 
villainy; - those who reached it prob¬ 
ably never returned to report their 
discovery. 



X 


SENDER; 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 110 
To New Zealand 240 


TO: 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 


As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar 
rival at Norfolk. 

We’d like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 




Burns- 


emupofcomumt 
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.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE-—.—. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND; 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape at the "X", and add postage stamps. 








LATEST MAP 
OF NORFOLK 

SEE CENTRE PAGES 


THIS WEEK 
ON NORFOLK 

SEE CENTRE PAGES. 
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NORFOLK’S OWN JET 
COULD TAKE QANTAS RUN 


ONE OF THE NEW FOKKER TWIN- 
ENGINE JETS, AS IT COULD LOOK 
DRFSSED IN NORFOLK COLOURS 


K’f isher Plans 
Flown to Syd. 

TWO ISLAND OFFICIALS flew to 
Sydney yesterday for consultations 
with professional engineers on the 
plans that have been submitted by 
Hemisphere Holdings for a proposed 
new hotel at Anson Bay. 

Lennie Christian-Bailey, for the 
Building Board, and Booney Buffett, 
for the Administration, will seek ad¬ 
vice from experts on the completeness 
and adequacy of the planning for the 
hotel. 

The Building Board requested pro¬ 
fessional consulting advice on the 
plans, and it was less expensive for 
the two men to go to Sydney than for 
consultants to come to Norfolk. 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES has 
begun a bid to take over the Sydney- 
to-Norfolk service now provided by 
Qantas. 

Mr. Graham Hitchins has made a 
detailed examination of the 
economics of the operation and says 
the locally-owned airline could 
profitably handle most of Norfolk's 
air traffic using a Fokker F.-28 two 
engined jet plane. 

Mr. Hitjchins plans to make a 
substantial investment in Norfolk 
Island Airlines, as part of a program 
that would double the company's 
paid-up capital. 

In a submission to the Royal 
Commission on behalf of the air¬ 
line, Mr. Hitchins said the benefits 
from the plan would include: 

• no fare increase, present fares 
paying for the airport upkeep. 


• daily arrival of small numbers of 
tourists, avoiding bottlenecks. 

•no major airport works, no damage 
by noise and fumes from the 
obsolescent jet engines fitted to the 
Qantas 707s. 

• marked improvement in postal 
services, newspaper deliveries and 
air freight. 

• profits retained on the Island --a 
"very great boost" to the income and 
financial stability of the Island. 

Mr. Hitchins told the News the 
passenger comfort standard of the 

editorial: p.17 

Sydney-Norfolk run should be up¬ 
graded once again. 

"People's holiday ought to begin 
at Sydney Airport, " Mr. Hitchins 
said. Norfolk Island Airlines could 
do this by seating about 40 
passengers in the F-28. In addition 
it would be able to carry 10, 000 lbs 
of cargo. 

It would be possible to get into 
operation with the F-28 within 
three months’ time, Mr. Hitchins 
told the News, using a leased F-28. 
A specially-built plane could be 
ready for purchase within 15 more 
months. 

The New Zealand Government has 
indicated it would consider sharing 
(Cont'd page 5) 
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FIONA! "I really only wanted a few little 

baubles -- perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 
and a really decent Hi-fi at last* 
Miltons had the lot**»now we’ve got 
f v , -f it* What funl The only thing Charles 
V is worried about now is how we'll get 

it all home***he's thinking of 
starting his own shipping line***" 

“Once we got 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES *'We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me* It turned out that Miltons had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot*. The rest of the 
time was pure holiday*•a” 




MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



PICKERO CONVINCE D NORFOLK READ Y FOR MORE POWER 
FIVE YEAR CONTRACT FOR ISLAND MANAGER 


A DMINISTRATOR E. T. PICKFRD, 
speaking as plain "Mr." Pickerd to 
the Royal Commission last week, 
presented a novel set of recommen¬ 
dations for a big increase in local 
executive powers, with minimum 
change to the existing machinery 
of government. 

Norfolk would still be an Austra¬ 
lian Territory, with ultimate power 
lying in Canberra and assigned to 
one Minister. 

But the Minister would delegate 
month-to-month operating powers 
to the Norfolk Island Council, in¬ 
stead of to an Administrator, as at 
present. 

The Council in turn would delegate 
administrative responsibilities to • 
an "island manager" who would be 
the full-time head of the Norfolk 
public service. 

The manager would be highly 
paid and would be employed on a 
five-year contract/ 

He would be the man ihaking most 
daily operating decisions now made 
by the Administrator. 

But he would not be given authori¬ 
ty over immigration, subdivisions or 
building approvals. 

These decisions would be made by 

Capital gains tax 
on money leaving 

A capital gains tax on money 
leaving the Island was proposed to 
the Royal Commission by accountant 
William John Lackey, 35, of 
Duncombe Bay. 

The tax would be imposed on 
capital gains leaving the Island 
following the sale of a business, or 
when a person left the Island. 

In answer to a question from the 
Judge, Sir John Nimmo, Mr. 

Lackey said he felt that present 
social services were adequate for 
the needs of the Island people. 

He did not see social services as a 
right, Mr-. Lackey explained. 

He was auditor, of about 120 Norfolk 
Island companies, Mr. Lackey said, ' 
and liquidator of about'75. 

There might be some overlap in 
these. 

Of the 120, about six were trading 
companies, and the others tax 
haven companies. 

"I believe that any businessman who 
pays more tax of any description than 
he has to is a fool who should not be 
in business anyway" Mr. Lackey said 
in his submission. 


several statutory bodies with both 
Admin and public members. 

Mr. Pickerd told the News that 
these three matters are "vexatious 
subjects, and the public should 
share in them." 

Annual financial estimates would 
still be approved by the Minister, 
in Mr. Pickerd's scheme. 

Among the objects of his recom¬ 
mendations was disrupting the exis¬ 
ting island administartion proce¬ 
dures as little as possible. 

"This island is a very desirable 
place, and it's worked pretty well 
for quite a time, ” Mr. Pickerd says. 
"When you're on a good thing, 
stick to it." 

Excerpts from some of the major 
passages in his submission are on 
pages 15 and 16. 


Air New Zealand is to begin 
promotion to bring more off-peak 
tourists to Norfolk Island. 

The decision coincides with the 
tourist boom on the Island record¬ 
ing highest-ever figures. 

Spokesman for the Accommodation 
Proprietors Association Max Inglis 
said the airline inquired from the 
Tourist Board to find out off-peak 
tourist periods. 

The Board passed the letter to the 
A PA, who replied that low periods 
for tourism were the gaps between 
the school holidays. 

"Norfolk really doesn't have an 
off-peak period at all" Mr. Inglis 
said. 

Last year's figures were well up, 
he said, and this year looked to 
be even better. 

Mr. Inglis said Norfolk was not 


Children cost #4400 

His teenage son and daughter were 
costing him $4400 a year in 
secondary educational expenses in 
New South Wales, concrete manu¬ 
facturer Gary D. Richards of Bum boras 
Road, told the Royal Commission. 

This figure took into account the 
Administration bursaries, one return 
air fare each a year, and a book 
allowance. 

He offered the costs as evidence 
that they could be prohibitive for 
some families, and deter them from 
encouraging their children to 
further their education._ 


Birds In the hand 

In a letter to the Royal Commission, 

Miss Deidre McGuinness, of Maroubra, 

N. S.W., expressed concern about the 
ecology of Norfolk. 

"The place was once a bird 
sanctuary" Miss McGuinness wrote, 

"with birds so fearless they would sit 
on your hand." 

Miss McGuinness said she lived on 
Norfolk off and on between 1954 
and 1968. 

"Every time I returned to Norfolk 
Island I noticed more erosion spreading 
over what was once beautiful, park- 
like land" she said. 

Mutton birds nesting on the cliffs 
were blamed for erosion, and young 
Islanders would spend an afternoon 
clubbing the birds to death, or tying them 
together and setting them on fire. 

The young Islanders also shot at the 
terns. 

Cattle were all over the place, 
eating off young Norfolk pines 


affected by the general Pacific 
tourist slump. 

"With the economic situation 
in Australia" he said , 'people 
are not going to Honolulu or the 
United States, and are probably 
thinking of something a little 
closer. ” 

Lord Howe was sharing in the boom, 
Mr. Inglis added, although they 
usually virtually shut down for the 
winter. 

Bank plans revenge 
pistol shoot-out 

THE BANK OF NEW SOUTH WALES 
is planning a revenge shoot-out with 
the Gun Club, according to Mr. 
Michael Prentice. 

Reason, Mr. Prentice explained, was 
the Bank’s showing at the last clay 
bird competition, indicating it was 
safe to rob the bank. 

"They are going to ussue a 
challenge to us at their next pistol 
$hoot" Mr. Prentice said. 

The gun club is finishing plans for 
the three-month Championships to be 
held after Christmas to determine 
the Island's 'trump gun. ’ 

They will comprise single rise, single 
barrel; single rise double I barrel; and 
double rise. 

Mr. Prentice said that shooters 
from Australia and New Zealand had 
an open invitation to attend the club 
shoots, held on the first Saturday of 
every month at Simon's Water. 


Air New Zealand plans off-peak tourist drive 
with Norfolk set for another boom year 
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NIA Fokker — continued from page one 


FRENCH GOVT. GIVES PERMIT FOR NOUMEA FLIGHTS 


the Auckland-Norfolk run on a 
50-50 basis. 

The French government-has already 
granted NIA a permit to fly five 
times a fortnight to Noumea. 

This would allow NIA to fly a 
commuter service with UTA, the 
French airline, for the Europe- 
Noumea route. 

The plan was revealed to the Royal 
Commission by Mr. Graham 
Hitchins in a submission made for 
NIA. 

Under cross-examination, Mr. 
Hitchins said he operated businesses 
in 14 countries including Australia, 
doing specialist building and 
restoration work. 

One business had carried out a 
considerable amount of work on the 

"Tremendous task" 

Mr. Hitchins said he believed Mr. 
McIntyre senior, Mr. Ryves and Mr. 
Strauss would probably take shares. 

"The major problem has been to 
find capital on,the Island" he said. 

"It has been a tremendous task, " 

All shareholders were Island 
residents. Profits which went into 
their pockets would tend to stay on 
the Island as investment capital. 

There were plenty of projects on 
the Island which required money. 

Mr. Hitchins criticised Qantas 
and the Department of Civil 
Aviation over statements on the’ 
cost of the Norfolk services. 

Overheads don’t apply 

Qantas refused to disclose details, 
but it appeared Norfolk was being 
charged with overheads that did 
not apply. These included a new 
aircraft evaluation team, and 
tremendous promotional costs. 

The aircraft were written off 
and the run was used as a train¬ 
ing ground for younger pilots. v 
The DCA charged $3000 per 
month for looking after the power¬ 
house plus 30 per cent on spares - - 
extremely high costs for one 
engineer and one operator. 

A reasonable cost for running 
the air port would be $300, 000 a 
year, with the 25 employees' wages 
last year just under $150, 000. 

"The costs of materials etc. 
cannot be exactly found out, but 
taking the figures given to me, I 
was not able to get any other costs 
up above $240, 000' Mr. Hitchins 
said. 

Earthmoving equipment now used 
only infrequently on the airport 


Greek Parthenon. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 
Mr. Cedric Hampson, Q. C., asked 
Mr. Hitchins if his motives in pre¬ 
paring the submission were "entirely 
altruistic" -- since he was neither 
shareholder nor director. 

"Entirely, " Mr. Hitchins replied. 

"I feel that the Island is something 
in all my travels I have found to be 
a very unique sort of spot. " 

"I want to live on Norfolk Island 
and keep it as it is, " he told the 
News. "I see no other way to do 
this than to have the Norfolk Island 
Council control the airport. " 

He told the Commission he had 
been asked to become a shareholder 
of Norfolk Island Airlines, and would 
do so, but had not .yet signed any 
papers. 

to find capital 

could be used on Island roads, and 
this would represent another saving. 

NIA would keep fares at present 
levels, based on 12 cents a mile. 

"The Fokker F-28/3000 carrying 
60 passengers can meet all DCA 
requirements for instance, fuel load, 
etc. " Mr. Hitchins said. 

The plane can be fitted with low 
pressure tyres to use the existing- 
runway -- although NIA thinks the 
runway should be bitumen sealed. 

"This machine’s operating costs 
are lower than any comparable 
aircraft" Mr. Hitchins said. 

Noise during take-off and landing 
was well below American FAA 
standards. 

"Fokker claims it is the quietest 
twin-jet airliner in the world" Mr. 
Hitchins told the Commission, 

This plane would leave Norfolk 
at 9 am for Sydney and be back 
at 3 pm. 

It would leave for Auckland at 
4 pm, arriving 6.30 pm, local time, 
leaving next morning, returning to 
the Island, flying on to Sydney and. 
being back on Norfolk by 5 p. m 
the same day. 


Sills senior dies 

William Sills, father of Seventh- 
Day-Adventist pastor Ray Sills, died 
in Auckland last monday at 65. 

The memorial service was held in 
the Papatoetoe SAD Church and he 
was buried in Mangere Cemetery. 

Mr. Ray Sills flew to New Zealand 
on Friday after hearing his father: wa 
seriously ill, and is expected back 
today. ' _ . . 
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Nl societies don’t 

iSV r ncfsi- 

represent 1s1 p anffe r s| 
best interests says 
John Anderson 

Criticism of the Flora arid Faiinai' ' 
Society, the Chamber of Cdftirrierce. 
and the. Citizens" Association was vbic’ed 
by radio technician John Anderson' at : 
the Royal Commission. - ! 

Mr. Anderson, 39 said he was born in 
New Zealand and, had lived oh Norfolk 
Island 29 years and'owned the Hibiscus 
Radio Service centre. ' 

The Flora and Fauna Society had not 1 
given due consideration to 'conservation. 
matters, Mr. Anderson',said. 

A majority of die members seerried to 
be retired English’‘gentry ’With their 
ladies, and appeared tp-be ariti- 
Australian. ‘” 

Mr. Anderson told tfife'Commission he 
was considering resigning from the 
Chamber of CotiihVbrce. ’ 

"Their motives,’’their’enterprise and 
development, do hoT'go along with my 
conservation polic'y’* Mr. Anderson said. 

The Citizens' Association wa's made, rip 
of members who hid. been 9 n the Island 
only five or ten yeafe. . ’ 

"They are not re afty supported by 
Norfolk Islanders” TdC Anderson said. 

He also attacked the' Department of 
the Capital Territory 'over its parks 
policy. ; 


Dept lacks experts 

The Department lacked.experts in 
this field and seemed fp,‘be feuding 
with the Department pf^'tbe.'Ehyir-' , 
onment, who had forestry'experts. ' 
Mr. Anderson was against the up-"", 
grading of the airport. ... 

"I think the operative w.ot<j should ,' 
be downgrading" he said. 

There.should be no increase,<iri the 
current noise levels, and no trees 
should be removed. .... 

No more laid should be used for the 
airport and facilities^shorild riot be ‘ 
increased; - 

Only a limited increase should be • r 
allowed'in the number of flights. 

There should be no visual intrusion ; . 
by-quarrying;--Mn Andersorrte-idH 
C^mrpi^sfonjijj fni 

Two bi,rd spepies were known, tp b$ 
extinct -- the .Nestor and the Pigpon ; i ;v 
-*■ and three others,we.re. in danger':?- 
the Parakeet, ( ,the ; Whuerbre^st^d, S%• 
vir-eye and th%Gjr$y-:)Te.aded Blac^J,'; <, 


bird. 


■ ;"Mr. Anderson has obviously done a 
let of Wbik/ for’ witos Srfc’ grateful!' 1 ’' 
Sir John Wjnrho cotfimerttrid! e " "• 


r/; ;LKAisio>: 





Woman JP says island venture was unbelievable, 
resulting in losses to money and health 


A month venture on Norfolk 
Island proved financially disastrous and 
criqiinally damaging to her family's 
health, Mrs. Aileen McLeod wrote to 
the Royal Commission. 

It was unbelievable experience, Mrs. 
McLeod, a Justice of the Peace, said in 
a letter from Bayview. New South Wales. 

She and her husband had lengthy 
discussions about starting an art and 
craft workshop with an Administration 
officer, Mr. David Buffett in Match 
1974, and agreed to teach at the school 
on a voluntary basis. 

They applied for visas to live on 
Norfolk Island and were accepted 
quickly, the application passed by 
the Council and the Board of Immi¬ 
gration, Norfolk. 

They sold their home and severed 
business connections with the main¬ 
land. 

Mrs. McLeod, husband and son 
arrived in June and went to see Mr. 
Buffett, where they discovered the 
land they were purchasing was in 
his wife's name. 

"Mr. Buffett knew that we intended 
building and the significance of the 
studio” Mrs. McLeod wrote. 

Next week she and her husband 
were summonsed to appear before the 
Administrator and were told they 
could not conduct an arts centre. 

"We had a letter from Mr. Buffett 
saying we could construct an arts 
centre as discussed in his office" 

Mrs. McLeod said. 

The Administrator then told the . 
McLeods he would stand by them but 
they would have to go before Council 
again as new Councillors were to be 
elected, and a new Immigration 
Board formed. 

The Administrator gave them 
permission to go ahead with the 
building while awaiting the decision, 

Mrs. McLeod said, and work started 
on the house the next day. 

"Two days later, the Administrator 
ordered the builder to stop all 
building" Mrs. McLeod wrote. 

They were accepted once again by 
the new Councillors and immigration 
Board. 


Pi ckerd, N1 mmo to tea 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND MEMBERS 
will farewell the Administrator, 

Mr. Pickerd, and welcome the 
Royal Commissioner, Sir John 
Nimmo, at a parish tea this 
Thursday. 

THF RSL CLUB'S sendoff for Kenny 
Gordon is tomorrow night at 8pm. 
Members and friends are invited; 
ladies have been asked to bring plates.: 


The Church of England Minister 
insisted on going to see the 
Administration on the McLeod's 
behalf, feeling the family was being 
unjustly and morally wronged. 

Permission was then given for the 
house to be built. 

However, her son was persecuted at 
school by the Island children, and she 
was abused and harassed by Island 
women. Mrs. McLeod at one time 
collapsed and had to spend three days 
in hospital. 

"Mainlanders in business told me we 
would never be accepted" Mrs. 
McLeod said. "They said about 15 
mainlanders were granted permits a 
year, but two-thirds of them some¬ 
times returned home." 

Tourist bus operators refused to 
stop at the centre, or curtailed the 
halt to a few minutes. 

The Admin was mainly made up 
of one family, the Buffetts. 

“The attitude of the Islanders was 
becoming so impossible we just had 
to come back to the mainland and 
leave our home there" she wrote. 

They had gone to the Island with 
goodwill and faith to pass on their 
knowledge, Mrs. McLeod wrote. 


"Wind is the worst enemy of 
horticulture" contract gardener Rien 
van Cuylenborg told the Royal 
Commission. 

"Next is the need for water, particularly 
from October to March," he added. 

Mr. Cuylenborg said he was born 
in Holland in 1942 and came to Norfolk 
Island as chef for the Kingfisher Hotel. 

The best soil was found at Steel's 
Point, Rocky Point and Anson Bay. 

Hard work and considerable capital 
were necessary for success in other 
parts. 

Mr. Cuylenborg suggested that 
steeper areas should be given over 
to growing trees. 

Hydroponic vegetable growing should 
be investigated. 

Mr. Peter Custance already had a 
tank functioning, Mr. Harnish was 
starting one and, Mr. Cuylenborg said, 
he himself hoped to install a big tank 
soon. 

"It is interesting to note in relation 
to cattle grazing that the Army worm, 
a cousin to the cut-worm, is rapidly 
reaching alarming proportions" he 
said. 


METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE 

Tenders 

OFFICE CLEANING 

Tenders are invited 
for cleaning the Me¬ 
teorological Office, 
commencing 1st Sept. 
1975. Conditions of 
contract may be in¬ 
spected at the Me¬ 
teorological Office. 
Tenders in writing 
to be addressed to 
the 0.1.C. Meteoro¬ 
logical Office, P0 
Box 20, by 4.00pm 
19th August 1975. 

The lowest or any 
tender will not ne¬ 
cessarily be accepted. 

R. N. JONES, Officer in Charge 


Development of the Lord Howe 
palm seed industry was required to 
keep up with demand. 

"One should always keep in mind 
that there is a real possibility that 
the growing of the seed may be 
developed successfully in northern 
latitudes" he warned. 


210 boom companies 

At the peak of the boom, he had 
been associated with 210 companies, 
Mr. John A. Davidson, 74, of 
Mission Road, told the Royal 
Commission. 

Mr. Davidson said he and his wife 
came to Norfolk Island in 1961 from 
Scotland and became involved in 
the company activities about 1965. 

He later "got rid" of 129 companies 
to Mr. Leo O’Sullivan, who was 
starting up an accountancy business, 
and was now down to 22 companies, 
six in liquidation or to be liquidated. 

Mr. Davidson tendered a list of 
payments received and it was accepted 
as the Commission's first confidential 
exhibit, 


Wind Is the Norfolk gardeners worst enemy 
and summer water shortages are the next 
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HOW AUSTRALIA SPENT OVER TWO MILLION 
LOOKING AFTER NORFOLK ISLAND LAST YEAR 


Why Lights Went Off 

FOUR ELECTRICITY BLACK-OUTS 
have been caused by breakdowns in 
the past few weeks. 

The rest have been local shut-downs 
needed for maintenance, said Mr. 

Barry Silburn. 

Two interuptions were caused by pump 
failures between the main 40, 000 
gallon fuel tank and the plant's day 
tank. 

The other two interruptions were due to 
faults developing in a voltage regulator. 

Mr. Silburn said it was just chance 
that the failures had occured so 
close together. 

The service had been almost 
trouble-free in the preceding two 
months. 

"We try to give consumers at least 
24 hours notice of maintenance shut¬ 
downs" Mr. Silburn said. 


Sir John To Lecture 

Eminent jurist Sir John Nimmo wi.ll 
discuss legal aspects of the trial of 
Christ next Wednesday night. 

The public is invited to hear the 
discussion in the Seventh-Day- 
Adventist Hall starting at 8 p. m. 

All Church^Leaders have given 
their support to the interesting event, 
said Mrs. Jan Sills, wife of Pastor Sills.. 


Test Blaze at Drome 

FLAMES SHOOTING up from the 
airport about 7 pm one night 
recently were from a routine fire¬ 
fighting exercise. 

The drill for the. ten-man fire crew 
"excellently", according to Officer - 
in-charge . of,the Airport Paul''"'" 
Behrendt. 

The kerosene blaze was touched off 
under the eye of visiting Regional 
Fire Officer Val Epoff, of Sydney. 

Mr. Epoff was quite happy with the 
result, Mr. Behrendt said. 

"Night emergency procedures are 
quite different from daytime 
procedures, •" he said. 

The exerciser-lasted about an hour. 


We Were Wrong* 

IN THE NEWS of 11 August it was re¬ 
ported that the Secretary of the De¬ 
partment of the Capital Territory 
had said "i,.. there is.a court case 
proceeding in Sydney in which it is 
alleged that some Nqrfolk Island 
.Councillors had been'offered bribes 
to take particulat towwplanning de¬ 
cisions. " 

This was an error. The Secretary 
made no mention of Norfolk Island 
Councillors. He appears to have 
been aluding to Councillors in a sub¬ 
urb of Sydney. 

The News apologises for the error. 


IN THE ROYAL Commission submis¬ 
sion of the Department of the Capital 
Territory, the Secretary (Mr. Engle - 
dow) included as an appendix a list 
of the estimated costs incurred in 
1974/75 by the Australian Govern¬ 
ment in providing support facilities 
for Norfolk Island. 

Here is the break-down: 

• 

Attorney-General's Department, 

$25, 000; 

- Legal advisings, $3, 000; 

- Drafting of legislation, $20, 000; 

- Free copies of Australian Govern¬ 
ment Acts and Statutory rules, $2, 000. 

• 

Department of Housing and 
Construction, $71,700 
Expenditure for survey and design 
and .construction on behalf of: 

- Department of Science, $3,8p0; 

- Department of Transport, $5,100; 

- Department of the Capital 
Territory (mainly for historic 
buildings restoration), $28, 800; 

Fares, travelling allowance and 
salary for personnel who visited the 
Island, $34, 000. 

• 

Department of Minerals and Energy, 
Wf, 500,-—- 

- Bureau of Mineral Resources 
geologist -salary, fares and 
associated costs involved in the 
assessment of the future develop¬ 
ment potential of groundwater on 
Norfolk Island, $17, 500. 

• 

Department of Science , $67,300; 
Bureau of Meterology 

- Salaries and wages, $26, 000; 

- Other expenses 

a) . Stationery/minor equipment, 

. ‘ $650; 

b) . Rental, $1, 0ff0; 

c) . Consumables (caustic soda, 

terrosolicon, balloons, rdiosondes 
etc.), $24,200; 

d) . Communications, $750; 

e) . Major equipment, $2, 400; 

f) . Freight, $3,800; 

g) . Australian Government analyst, 

$ 200 ; 

h) . Miscellaneous expenses (Sydney 

office), $S, 300. 

• 

Department of Services and 
Property, $42,000; “ 

- Examination of Survey plans 
lodged with tbe Registrar of Land, 

$2, 000; 

- Survey of Mt. Pitt Reserve,, $5, 000; - 

- Preparation' of die official- flan for 
Norfolk Island in accordance with 
the requirements of the proposed 
Land Titles Ordinance, $34', 000; 

- Preparation of plans etc. for 
dealings on Crown land, $1. 000. 


Department of Transport - Air Trans ¬ 
port Group , $483, 000; 

Airport - 

- Salaries and allowances $140, 000; 

- Administrative expenses $67, 000; 

- Meterological charges, $6, 000; 

- Commercial costs, that is loading 

for depreciation, interest on capital, 
superannuation liability and head 
office/regional office administration, 
$270,000. # 

Department of the Capital 
Territory, $590, 000; 

- Government grant to Norfolk Island 
Administration, $126, 000; 

- Restoration of historic buildings, 

$159, 000; 

- New Works Depot - construction, 

$75, 000 

- Mt. Pitt Reserve - materials and 
labour for fencing, $20, 000; 

- Norfolk Island finance sub¬ 
section -- 

- Salaries and administrative 
expenses $45, 800; 

- Costs associated with revenue 
collections/refunds, payment of 
expenditure claims and budgeting/ 
works programming, $1, 400; 

- Government Division -- 

- Salaries and allowances, travel 
and administration expenses, $146, 500, 

- Information and Public Relations -- 

- Expenses associated with the 
production of information, booklets, 
$6,800; 

- Establishments and ADP 

- Salaries and administration 
expenses, $9, 500^ 

Qantas Airways, $750, 000; 

- Estimated loss on operations 
involving Norfolk Island. 

Other Departments . $17,800; 

- Departments whose costs of support 
.facilitates do not exceed $5, 000 

-T Department of Health, $3, 900; 

• Department of die Treasury, 

900; 

---Eiepartment of Foreign Affairs, 
(includes Papua and New Guinea 
office, Sydney), $5, 000; 

--Department of Prime Minister 
and Cabinet (Auditor’General's 
office), $2,000; 

- - Department of Defence, $5, 000. 

. • 

TOTAL COST $2; 064, 300. 

• -J'" 

The estimated cost of the following 
departments has not been received: 
--Department of Education, 
--Department of Labour and 
Immigration. 

However, the aggregate cost of these 
departments is not expected to boost 
the overall total in excess of $2.5 
million. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 


CASUAL - GUEST POLICY 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you ma" be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines, 

The luncheon menu always includes on* 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1,50, aha 1 a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment: MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $4.75); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8,00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
iri your visit ... you'll want to return. 







LIFT - OUT 


LATEST MAP 

TOURGUIDE 


OF NORFOLK 

for visitors] 


centre page 


MmFWM TOURIST MEWS 


A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12,30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The ' 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very- beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and , 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy.Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

| MONDAY 

j Housie, Leagues Club 
| Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
: Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

i Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Film, Leagues Club 
j Darts, R. S. L. Club 
i WEDNESDAY 

| School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 

, Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
i N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
1 Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 



Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News._P. O. Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be ‘out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex’ 



|14« 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer 




Research Makes the Difference 



STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER TC-224 



Features <Two built-in uni-directiona! ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording ■Two built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level .to optimum, AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included ■ Two level meters for .well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The ia.yei meter for the right channel also 
works as. battery check metej t ’j.n bpth record and playback modes 
■ CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode ■ 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program ■ Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlied motor B4 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (*o(>tional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the TC-224, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels. It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite, 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of "stereo” in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


We love music. 

If you love music as much as ye do, you will ultimately want a SONY 
AUTHORISED SONY DEALERS 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL SEIKO 

ABC HOBBY CENTRE CAMERALINES 

BARRETTS PIONEER 

BROWSE ABOUT HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


WARNING: only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 




NORFOLK’S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCH 146 
It’s Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifeline 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" Is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney; Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
be§rs (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
. travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

Hnr+riW 9 - 30 " 11 - 30 and 2-3Mon-f=ri 
UUw LUi ♦ sat* (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visitinq:n-i 2 ; 2 - 4 ; 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It’s small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. O.Box 94. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out -an existence, and 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 
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must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian’s time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Depanment of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 













Many "Bounty" Names in 

While you’re on Norfolk’ Island you 
are probably more dependent on the' 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft, lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island’s Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by thje 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait — road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Crews that Work the shiDs u 8 htera 8 es y stemma y ieem ^ irnitive - 

v/1 kiiui. nv/i r\ mo uu i The men wh( * work ft almost a n have 

_ _ other "normar jobs, and tu¥n out 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 

. Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie.Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, . 
spare parts — all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 


early when a *hip reaches the isjjand. 
The heavy wcfk is done by smalj 
winches, slings, cranes and rmuble. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe- 
v ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 




' WHEN- k SEA TS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHFN THE SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 
times geia knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water- 


surge at the wharf and things are work- S jde workers are full-time profe! 


ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k c gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING 


AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 







ADMINISTRATOR SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM COUNCIL 


— That’s the private 
view of E. T. Pickerd 


AFTER THREE YEARS practical ex¬ 
perience in administering Norfolk 
Island in its present colony-like 
form of government. Air Cdre. E. 

T, Pickerd has reached the thought¬ 
ful conclusion that it’s time for a 
change. 

He presented his views as a private 
citizen in a day-long submission to 
the Royal Commission. 

Here are some of the key passa¬ 
ges in his 37-page written reco- 
mendations to the Commission. 

AIR CDRE. E. T. PICKERD,, O. B. E., 
D. F.C., ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
TERRITORY OF NORFOLK ISLAND, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE NORFOLK IS¬ 
LAND ADVISORY COUNCIL. 


I WOULD PROPOSE that the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act be amended so that 
the Administrator does not admin¬ 
ister the government of the terri¬ 
tory on behalf of the Commonwealth. 
This would require a consequential 
amendment of the Norfolk Island 
Council Ordinance removing the , 
Administrator from chairmanship 
and, indeed, membership of the 
Norfolk Island Council. 

The Norfolk island Act should 
then be amended to provide for a 
Norfolk Island Executive Council 
which would administer the govern¬ 
ment of the territory on behalf of 
the Commonwealth, and the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council Ordinance 
would need to be changed to accom¬ 
modate this change of status. 

The Administrator would become 
the Australian Government’s 
Official Representative on Norfolk 
Island and would be responsible for 
direct executive liaison with the 
Council .on matters appertaining to 
Australian Government business and 
interests in Norfolk Island. He 
would also be the Australian Govern¬ 
ment's executive officer on Norfolk 
Island for functional management 
of its Government instrumentalities 
and exclusive affairs on Norfolk 
Island, such as repatriation pensions, 
War Service Homes loans. Australian, 
social services and the like. 

The Council, which I have termed 
the Norfolk Island Executive Coun¬ 
cil, should be given the authority 
and responsibility for implementation 
and. administration of all local 
matters at present under the juris¬ 
diction of the Administrator which 


includes all die activities and func¬ 
tions incorporated in the Islaftd’s- 
revenue and expenditure and the 
Undertakings of the Administration, 
except the Australian Government 
Grant, I would consider this to be 
in the nature of local self-government 
over a specified range of local func¬ 
tions and activities in the same 
manner that Australian local, State 
and Federal Government activities 
can be considered self-governing 
in respect of the specified matters 
under the three tier form of Govern¬ 
ment. The distribution of Govern¬ 
mental authority and responsibility 
on the mainland evolved from the 
days when Australia was composed of 
colonies and/or territories. In some 
areas it is still undergoing change and 
challenge. In Norfolk Island no such 
tiered form of executive authority has 
occurred. 

I would envisage a Norfolk Island 
Executive Council of nine or eleven 
members elected biennially by adult 
franchise. The period of office might 
be extended to three years, which I 
think should be the maximum term ■ 
considered. 

The Council, which could be liken¬ 
ed to the Board of Directors of a 
Company, would resolve the policy 
of local self-government over the range 
of authority delegated to it by legis¬ 
lation, and would cause its policies to 
be implemented by a Head of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Public Service, who would 
function in precisely die same manner 
as the Administrator of today in his ' 
administration of the Island through 
the Norfolk Island Ptiblic Service, 
except that he would be responsible ~q 
Council. The Head of the Norfolk 
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Island Public Service should not how¬ 
ever, be given, powers of discretion 
over immigration, building, and local 
subdivision issues. Decisions on 
matters of this nature should be made : 
by statutory boards of say five mem¬ 
bers, two of whom should be mem¬ 
bers of the Council, appointed by the 
Council, and three other members of 
the community elected by adult 
franchise at the time of the Council 
elections, in the safrtS manner as some 
members of the Hospital Board are 
elected at present. The Head of the 
Norfolk Island Public Service Would 
provide administrative facilities to 
and maintain records for those statu¬ 
tory bodies whose functions do not in ¬ 
volve accountability for public mon¬ 
ies. 

The Head of the Norfolk Island 
Public Service, I would advocate, 
should be a qualified person appointed 
to the position for up to five years by 
the Norfolk Island Executive Council.; 
Selection for this position should be 
a matter for co-operation between the 
Norfolk Island Executive Council an«J T 
the Australian Government Depart-: 
ment responsible for mainland ad : - 
ministration of the Island. 

The present Norfolk Island Public. 
Service, more frequently known as; 
the Administration, would be taken, 
over in to to by the Head of the Nor- ■ 
fo ik Island Public Service, apart 
from those records which • are .exclus-, 
ive to the Australian Government ' 
and which would remain under the 
control of the Australian Government’s 
Official Representative on Norfolk 
Island. 

Apart from some legal technical¬ 
ities such as consequential amend¬ 
ments to Ordinances, mainly to delete 
the Administrator and insert the 
Executive Council, or the appropriate 
statutory authority, and the issuing 
of some by-laws, I would envisage 
little change, and indeed an insignifi¬ 
cant interruption, to the Norfolk Island 
Public Service at the time of change¬ 
over of authority. 

The foregoing makes little change 
in the form^of government of Norfolk 
Island, nor Indeed, in the machinery, 
of government, of Norfolk Island, but 
postulates significant change in. the 
source of authority and delegation of 
responsibility. 


The present Ordinances arising 
from the Norfolk Island Act are in 
many cases out of date and,, in the 
main, far too detailed, restrictive 
and inhibiting to facilitate and 
accommodate the.form of legislation 
I have in mind to support the form 
of government I have outlined. In¬ 
deed, they are inadequate in many 
cases for the present form of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Furthermore, the present procedure 
for the introduction of new legisla- 

• '/ srrfS 




tion and amendments to existing 
legislation takes too long and is 
too cumbersome for a form of local 
self-government. For instance, a 
simple amendment to a customs 
duty, even under the urgency pro¬ 
visions of Section 16(4) of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act has to pass from the 
Administrator to Council, to the 
Administrator, to the Department of 
die Capital Territory, to the Minis¬ 
ter, to the parliamentary draftsman, 
to the Department of the Capital 
Territory, to the Minister, to the 
Governor-General and through both 
Houses of Parliament, before it is 
enacted. 

The present Ordinances for the 
Territory of Norfolk Island should, 
therefore, be completely re-drafted 
in the broadest of terms acceptable 
to the Australian Government and 
the Norfolk Island Council after 
close consultation, so that the Nor¬ 
folk Island Executive Council would 
be able to exercise in a timely 
manner its executive authority by 
the enactment of Council By-Laws 
arising from the intent and author¬ 
ity of the Ordinances. The Ordin¬ 
ances should in turn be in conson¬ 
ance with a revised Norfolk Island 
Act and they should continue to be 
processed as at present and enacted 
lay the Governor-General. Most 
future new Ordinances could be 
expected to be initiated in die first 
instance by the Executive Norfolk 
Island Council but there would, no 
doubt, be those which have their 
origin in Canberra as is the case 
now. 

In the case of Ordinances, a 
power of veto should rest with the 
Minister specified in the Norfolk 
Island Act for a period of say 60 
days, but in cases where different 
points of view by the Minister and 
the Norfolk Island Executive Coun¬ 
cil cannot be resolved, the Ordin¬ 
ance at issue should be referred to 
an Australian Government body 
for resolution. 

In respect of by-laws, the power of 
veto should be exercised within, say, 
fourteen days by the Australian Govern¬ 
ment's Official Representative, whose 
responsibility in this respect would be 
to ensure that the by-laws do not 
contravene the delegation of author¬ 
ity to the Executive Council con¬ 
tained in the appropriate Ordinances. 

In cases of dispute, the issue should 
be referred to the Minister and if not 
resolved to mutual satisfaction at 
that level, passed to the same 
Australian Government body as dis¬ 
puted Ordinances for resolution. 


In the last two fiscal years the 
Administrative Officer dealt with 
578 personal immigration enquiries 
about residency, business or land 
purchases or job opportunities and 


handled in the same time 300 
written enquiries. A large number 
of these concerned family groups. 

In the fiscal year ending 30th June 
1974, 563 temporary entry permits 
were granted, and in the fiscal year 
ending 3Cth June 1975, 569 tempor¬ 
ary entry permits were issued. 1 
would also emphasise that these 
permits in many cases covered 
family groups and not individuals. 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
the present population would be 
considerably higher, I would suggest 
by perhaps 500/750, had not the 
restrictions inherent in the Immi¬ 
gration Ordinance of 1968 been in¬ 
troduced. 


The Administration staff in June 
1965 was in the vicinity of 60; to¬ 
day It is 108 plus 31 temporary or 
part-time employees including 
Special Constables, Restoration 
Staff, Philatelic Staff and the var¬ 
ious Inspectors such as Health In¬ 
spector, Building Inspector, Lease 
Inspector, Stock Inspector. It 
has been stated, I understand, to 
this Royal Commission, that the 
Administration staff is too large 
for the work-task that it performs. 
On the other hand, I inform the 
Commission that it is insufficient 
and should be increased, mainly 
in the workforce and the Secre¬ 
tariat side such as typists and 
clerks. Indeed, 1 have made 
Es tablishment recommendations 
to the Minister accordingly. 


Under a system of local self- 
government as proposed, I would 
not expect that the Australian 
Government direc t grant should be 
continued, although my thesis de¬ 
pends on Australia continuing to > 
maintain its financial support of 
the Island in all other spheres at 
at least the same level that it has 
to date. I have in mind, mainten¬ 
ance and operation of the airport, up¬ 
grading of the runways, bearing the 
costs of professional consultants who 
are either requested by the Island 
Executive Council orient by the 
Australian authorities after consult¬ 
ation with the Executive Council, 
the major maintenance of the histor¬ 
ical buildings in the Kingston area, 
die administrative, legislative and 
judicial expenses involved in ad¬ 
ministering the Island which are 
presently borne by the Australian 
Government. 

I am aware that these esoteric 
costs borne by the Australian Govern¬ 
ment are considerable and I con¬ 
sider that if the Island is not to con¬ 
tinue to receive Australian Govern¬ 
ment subsidised facilities and services 
as provided in the past, the cost of 
absorbing them within the Island 
financial resources would place a 
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considerable strain on the Executive 
Council. 


As I do not challenge the Austra¬ 
lian Government's right to legislate 
to protect its own interests where 
Norfolk Island is concerned, I make 
no provision in my thesis for an up¬ 
turn in company activities relating 
to tax avoidance or minimization 
schemes. 

Even if Norfolk Island perchance 
did become a tax haven again, I 
have little doubt that the Australian 
Government would introduce, in 
time, adequate means of legislation 
to inhibit its use by Australian 
sources. I have had little evidence 
of support of Norfolk Island becoming 
- an international tax haven if the 
Australian Government continues to 
inhibit its use by Australian sources, 
and in fact my own assessment of 
public opinion would be that a 
referendum amongst the people would 
not support such a proposition. 


The future development of the 
public economy could be affected 
by decisions to increase the optimum 
resident population alone or by per¬ 
mitting increases in both the resident 
population and tourist population. 

It does not appear to me that either 
of these possibilities would change 
the economic viability, but I would 
not personally support figures of 
more than 3, 000 or 30, 000 respect¬ 
ively, and only then if the balancing 
factors as set out in Professor But- 
land’s Report were maintained in the 
proper relativity. Such increases do 
not affect the form of government I 
propose. 


Confining my remarks to the last 
ten years, the Island has held a record 
of being able, under the circumstances 
obtaining to produce an economic 
viability in the public account, based 
primarily on a tourist industry, the 
effect of which in the public sector 
can be calculated and in the private 
sector gauged with reasonable accuracy 
by extrapolation in respect of accom¬ 
modation, low duty purchases, hire 
vehicles and tours operations, shipping, 
air services and immigration. Given 
that the Australian Government will 
ensure that Norfolk Island can con¬ 
tinue to be a competitor In the tour¬ 
ist market, by upgrading of the air¬ 
port and the scheduling of an adequate 
air service at competitive fares from 
Australia, Norfolk Island should be 
able to maintain its economic viabil¬ 
ity even under the changed circum - 
stances of local self-government, 
but there must be a significant input 
from within the Island sources, the 
extent of which cannot be gauged 
by me but which will be dictated by 
the public and social services the 
public demand or accept. 
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Jleiter to the editor j 

Recently my wife and family have 
been sending me your excellent week¬ 
ly paper. Congratulations on an 
excellent effort. May your work 
prove highly successful and of last¬ 
ing benefit to the Island and residents. 

. The reason for this corre¬ 
spondence is to mehtion the matter 
of the Royal Commission (Mr. Justice 
Nimmo) so ably outlined in your 
paper of recent date. The welfare 
of N.I. and its residents (including 
tourists and mainlanders) have al¬ 
ways been of much concern to me, 

I realise that being N. I. born and 
now 78 years of age (approx. 8 yrs. 
spent in lst-& 2nd World Wars and 
the balance 70 yrs. spent approx, 
half ijj.and the rest here in 
NSW) 1 have enjoyed a fairly full 
and varied life. I have studied 
life on N.I. with its ups and downs 
going back to the early 1900s. 1 
now venture in great humility and 
sincerely to offer my views - 
hopftig it may be^f some use - and 
at worst doing no'ftasm. 

1. I advise as much latitude as 
possible be given to local Council 
relating to Island affairs. 

2. But do not think complete in¬ 
dependence for the Island would 
work. Mainly because of its limi¬ 
ted resources. The area of the 
lslSftd (8| thousand acres) prohibits 
doing anything of much importance. 
Of special importance (pr obably the 
most important) is the Islands position 
on the map approx. 1000 miles north 
east from Sydney - and 600 north 
from N. Z. - 450 miles south from 
New Caledonia - it is centrally 
situated from all th ese points, which 
of course from a defence point is 
most valuable to guarding the val¬ 
uable eastern approaches to the 
Australian shores (of Qld and NSW). 

3. Owing to its limited area and 
resources - the number of residents 
will always have to be carefully 
regulated, thus the matter of 
education - health and so forth 
will be a big problem to finance. 

To my conclusions 1 would 
finally observe that the Island has 
had a good friend (speaking gen¬ 
erally) in the Australian mainland. 
Therefore I would like to see the 
usually good feeling now existing 
continue into the future. In these 
uncertain times of - inflation - 
unemployment and general unrest, 
which is worldwide - 1 venture to 
say a close - friendly and co-oper¬ 
ative attitude to Canberra could 
be my best wish for my beloved 
little Island and residents. May God 
bless all parties and assist in their 
deliberations. 

D. E. Mallett 


editorials 


WHILE HEMISPHERE Holdings has 
not officially cancelled its plan to 
build a large, international-class 
hotel on the old Kingfisher site, the 
Tourist Board and the Council are 
presumably considering the possibi¬ 
lity that the project may not come 
to fruition. 

A very large part of the Island's 
future tourist beds has been reserved 
for the Kingfisher project, and other 
accommodation schemes have had 
to battle for approval. 

Should The Hemisphere Holdings 
hotel go the way of Travelodge in¬ 
to the big Norfolk scrapbook of 
things that never happened, there is 
an accommodation shortage on the 
cards in a few years' time. Our only 
large hotels are the South Pacific, 
the Norfolk and the Paradise -- and 
the Paradise is programmed for de¬ 
molition in a bit over four years. 

As a result of the public debate 
and soul-searching that has been de¬ 
voted to the island's future lately, 
the idea of a large, elegant new ho¬ 
tel may not seem such a good one. 

It it highly unlikely that a new en¬ 
trepreneur, ready to invest several 
million in a hotel, will appear on 
the scene just now -- and maybe 
that's not a bad thing. Smaller ac¬ 
commodation houses, looked after 
by the proprietors themselves, are 
certainly more in tune with the Nor¬ 
folk way of life, and tens of thous¬ 
ands of past tourists have taken home 
wonderful memories of a stay at 
Aunt Em’s, the Fletcher Christian, 
Mokutu, the Colony Lodge and other 
places with something special about 
them. _ . 
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A clear statement from those who 
guide the tourist industry is needed 
to encourage would-be builders of 
such quality establishments to dust 
off their plans and bring them up to 
date. We will need more, barring a 
sudden turn for the better in the news 
from Anson Bay. 

WHAT ARE THE ODDS that Norfolk 
Island Airlines, with fresh capital 
and a successful executive like Mr. 
Graham Hitchins involved, could 
actually take over the Qantas air 
service to Australia? They have to 
be considered at least reasonably 
good or Mr. Hitchins wouldn’t be 
wasting his time. 

If the conception is practical, it 
would be a real blessing for Norfolk; 
smaller, quiter planes, more fre¬ 
quent service, no massive upgrading 
of the airport - - and a much bigger 
share of the tourist income staying 
on the islands,;.; 

If Qaritas is genuine about wanting 
to serve' Norfolk Island well, and to 
find the best possible way of ending 
its heavy losses - - and if the Austra¬ 
lian Government is genuine about 
wanting to upset Norfolk’s ecology 
as little as possible - - there is a very 
clear way they can demonstrate it. 

That is by assigning some compe¬ 
tent Australian experts to examine 
the Norfolk Island Airlines plan, see 
whether it could be made to work, 
and if they find it’s feasible, get be¬ 
hind the plan and lend a hand to 
help bring it to reality. 

How about it, Mr. Bryant? How 
about it, Sir Donald Anderson? 

IF ONE ACCEPTS the Flora and 
fauna Society's calculations of the 
inland's population -- 1506 persons 
at June 30 last -- and if one accepts 
Sir. Engledow’s statement that the 
Australian Government spent near 
plough to $2, 500, 000 in providing 
Support facilities for Norfolk Island 
last year, one arrives at a remark¬ 
able figure: 

They are spending $1, 660 for 
every man, woman and child on the 
island. 

, Perhaps that scale of spending has 
become built into the thinking of 
people on the mainland. From 
where we sit it seems so wasteful, 
profligate, fat-cattish and extrava¬ 
gant as to be very nearly wicked. 

Would you run your own house¬ 
holds, your own personal budgets 
that way, gentlemen? We greatly 
appreciate what you are doing to 
support Norfolk, but we think the 
sums you're spending on us are ap¬ 
palling, and if it were our money 
we would sit down at the kitchen 
table right now and start crossing 
things off the shopping list. 
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On Thursdays and 

Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 
that day's ^ 







Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK— AUGUST IP - 2 * v,, 2 -n, 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World 4 Local; 8.30 World 4 
Lo«il; 10. Local; 12. local; 1. World 4 Local 


MONDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 

Folk 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11. 30 Profile 

12. 00 Local News 

Music 

1. 00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 I'm Sorry(Com.) 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10. 00 News 

10. 05 What Next 


10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11. 30 Glums 

12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Intern'I Call 

I. 0Q News 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Dad’s Army 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12.00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Beryl) 

9.15 Inspector West 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

reporting 

10. 45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Concert 

11. 30 Insight 

12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 

1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 
1.30 Top 10 
2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 
SUNDAY 

4. 00 Music(Daphne) 

4. 45 Aust. Top 20 

5. 30 World News 

6. 00 The Glums(Com) 

6.45 Children's Story 

7. CD Story Time 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 Don Juan (6) 

8.15 Accused in Box 

8. 45 Elizabeth I 

9. 30 Classical Showcase 

10. 00 Close 



I intended to tell you in detail 
about the National Theatre 
production of Moliene's Le 
Misanthrope with Alec McCowen as 
Alceste and Diana Rigg as Celimene 
in a tres ingenieux modern adaption 
by Tony Harrison, except that a 
detailed account of another’s night 
of pleasure is usually perfectly dull 
and seldom stimulating. With so 
many distinctly maladjusted 
individuals exploding about the 
earth, it was encouraging to hear a 
plea (albeit a 17th. Century French 
one) for wise reconciliation of the 
social moral order and personal 
sensibility, massively divorced just 

"Bach is an end - everything only 
leads up to him, nothing starts 
from him. " (Albert Schweitzer). 

The complete recording of this apex 
of musical development was under¬ 
taken by the Archiv Produktion Bach 
Edition in the autumn of last year 
and is now nearing completion. Organ 
Works, Cantatas, Passions etc., are 
documented on 99 LP records 
contained in 11 boxes accompanied 


by large, illustrated booklets. It- 
reveals much about the contemporary 
practice of presenting music as a 
packaged commodity like any other 
sweet or bath-oil, but refrain from 
introducing too many deft scorpions 
and realize the marvellous oppor¬ 
tunity for acquaintance with the 
unfamiliar that the grammophone 
affords. 

Unfortunately I have only heard 
the volume "Harpsichord Works 1”. 
There are two Clavichord discs by 
Ralph Kirkpatrick on a 1932 
Dolmetsch instrument. The Well- 
Tempered Clavier is a new recording 
by Helmut Walcha using two 
historic instruments. The Jan 
Ruckers Harpsichord (Antwerp 1640) 
used for Part 1, has the compact 
tone of struck silver, perfectly 
suited to the severe contrapuntal 
style. The performance is measured 
and dispassionate. Ralph Kirkpatrick 
plays the Toccatas with exhilarating 
fantasy. Karl Richter performs the 
Goldberg Variations and relishes the 
sonorous modern German instrument 
with dramatic register variations 
and virtuoso temperament, highly 
unlikely to cure aristocratic or 
suburban insomnia. There is a 
bonus record of English Suites 
splendidly played by Huguette 
Dreyfus. 1 DG ARCHIV Produktion 
2722 015 (11 LP Stereo). 
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MANY PEO^ifi pn the Island have 
asked about tjie ticks found on their 
cattle and.horses. The.horses 
particularly have been worried 
about thern., J.ohn and June Ryves 
report that, gaminexane or ciodrin 
wiped over .the animal is very 
helpful. They have passed this 
bulletin pn to the News from the 
N. S. W. Department of 
Agriculture reporting on a tick 
which was sent frpm the Island for 
diagnosis:- 

"The tipk'is almost certainly. 
Haemaphysatis blspinosa, which in 
this country is known as the bush 
tick. It should not be confused 
with the much more serious 
cattle tick Boophilus microplus 
which is widespread in tropical 
Australia. 

Haemaphysalis bispinosa is 
classed as a three host tick. That 
means that following each stage, 
i. e. nymph, larva and adult, the 
ticks after feeding drop to the 
ground to undergo further 
development, and in the case of 
the adult to again lay eggs. It 
Is accordingly extremely 
difficult to adequately deal widi 
this species by spraying or 
dipping the cattle. 

Experience in this State is that 
cattle will tolerate small numbers 
of ticks with little ill effect. The 
ticks will infest some other 
animals, including horses. Cattle 
bred in an area where this species 
is common develop a resistance 
to the stage where they do not 
suffer markedly from even mod¬ 
erate infestation, but cattle 
introduced from another area and 
not previously exposed to this 
species will suffer quite severely 
and may even be killed by heavy- 
infestations. It is accordingly very 
difficult to advise on appropriate 
control measures because the 
advice would necessarily be 
tempered by the prevalence of 
the pest. 

Treatment by spraying or . 
dipping may be necessary at 
intervals of no more than seven 
days and perhaps not more than 
four days in the event of new intro¬ 
ductions on to heavily infested 
pastures. Of the available pre¬ 
parations those recommended 
because of cost are Coopathon (R) 
and Bercatox (R). These should 
be mixed according to die 
recommendations on the label, 
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and each animal in spraying will 
need to receive from 3.-5 gallons 
of the solution. It is essential that 
all parts of the body be saturated 
on each occasion. If a plunge dip 
was available the operation is more 
effective and less material is used. 

It is stressed, however, that treatment 
is only carried out as necessary 
because it would be abnormally 
costly to continue treating cattle at 
weekly intervals. 

The conditions prevailing on 
Norfolk Island are not well under¬ 
stood, but some general advice can 
be given with regard to the 
management of pastures. Pastures 
allowed to become long and rank 
greatly favour the persistence of 
the eggs and immature stages of 
this parasite, whereas pastures 
that are regularly grazed and kept 
reasonably short do not provide the 
same ideal conditions for survival. 

It is regretted that no further 
information can be provided 
concerning this species, largely 
because control measures in this 
State have not been fully developed. 
Seasonal conditions play a major 
part in determining the prevalence 
of the parasites on cattle, and 
accordingly the effects on stock 
vary from year to year and Vary 
from one form of management 
to another." 

J3XO3C0D3IX3D3OT 
HELEN McCOY SFNDS IN 
"SOME OF MY THOUGHTS”— 

- Plant a tree today. 

- Plant for the pleasure of seeing 
it grow, even in an out of the way 
corner. 

- Plant a tree for shelter for you, 
shelter for your animais. homes for 
birds, beauty and grace to look on 
and when its life span is done it 
will be good for your firewood. 

- Plant a tree for the future, a 
tree that grows fruit like a 
mulberry, or a cherymoya (custard 
apple). You may still be needing 
wood to cook with in.twenty years 
time, wood to heat up your bath 
water, wood for your barbeque and 
outdoor living. 

- Plant your own fruit trees, 

- Plant your own fuel. 

- Plant trees and save Norfolk from 
looking like Philip and the other 
rocky isles. 

tnrarBorai^ 


IVINC 


ON TOP OF THE WORLD 
by Sheila Scott. 

IT SEEMS TOPICAL to review . 
Sheila Scott's autobiography at this 
time of year because next month our 
local aviatrix takes off on a fund¬ 
raising flyathon around Australia with 
Ray Sills in the passenger seat. She 
tells me. that this is being organised 
by the local branch of Rotary, but 
my cynical mind suspects that the 
two of them are being employed by 
a crop-dusting firm; on the principle 
that as they will be flying over large 
portions of the wheat belt she can 
spray the crops while be blesses them. 

In times like these when "Women's 
Lib” is a catchpenny phrase on every¬ 
body's lips, especially those of 
women who are usually unable to 
define what Women's Lib is when 
asked, it is such a relief to read a 
book by a woman who has done many 
things air-wise that no man has ever 
done, and many other things equally 
well if not better than a,man. and 
who has done it all for fun and ad¬ 
venture pure and simple rather than 
as "an example to the world-wide 
down-trodden sisterhood" or some 
such cant phrase of the day. (I quite 
agree, a full stop was greatly needed 
there.) She appears to have needed, 
and to have possessed in abundance, 
an equal amount of courage, intelli¬ 
gence and sheer drive. Courage to 
face the many perils of solo trans¬ 
continental and transoceanic flying, 
intelligence to fly a sophisticated 
modern aircraft when all most house¬ 
wives can cope widi are the instruc¬ 
tions on the mixmaster and the back 
of the cornflakes packet, and the 
sheer drive to set out to do the seem¬ 
ingly impossible and to persuade 
hundreds of others that it is possible 
too. 

This is a book that should be read 
by everyone who likes adventure 
stories, especially when true. It 
should be read by everyone with an 
interest in aeroplanes. Above all it 
should be read by all women who 
want to see what real liberation is 
all about. Bra-burning is. a very 
negative past-time all you need is 
3 match and an audience. Flying an" 
aeroplane is obviously for Sheila 
Scott emancipation at its most 
extreme. It’s in the library - get it 
put. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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Business 


THAT WELL-KNOWN identity 
B.O. DUFFY, sometimes known to his 
friends as "B.O." and sometimes as 
"Barney" has been around Norfolk 
business circles a long time. Never 
a shopowner, never a clerk,. Mr. D. 
has always been a ready shareholder 
when a company needed one - and 
always a good source of information 
when the press needed information. 

Sometimes his information has even 
been known to be partially reliable. 

"Now they're gettin' down to it, " 
Mr. D. said last week, speaking of 
the progress of the Royal Commis¬ 
sion. "All this mularkey about the 
poor wretched folk of dear old Nor¬ 
folk? Phaagh. It's the Companies 
they’re after. They'll get 'em. too. 
Just look at them transcriptions." 

Did Mr. D. expect to be subpoe¬ 
naed? "Nah. " he told the News. "I 
never signed my real name to any¬ 
thing, other than the Crown Lease 
on that hollow tree. But I been lis¬ 
tening, and 1 been having a few 
words to such good folk as have been 
subpoenaed. What I says to 'em is. 
’Matey, they know all the answers 
a'ready, and what they don’t know 
they'll get by Monday. Matey, don't 
be simple-minded. Tell ’em what 
you know - every bit, plain and 
straight. If you don't... well. Matey, 
don’t look to me. That tree's bare 
big enough for just me." 

We tried to get a photo of Mr. D. 
but he suddenly de-materialised 
just as we got to the Post Office. 



friuay exchange rates 


A$1 bought — 

UK £E1 .6043 

NZ $NZ 1.1979 

FRANCE Fr. 5.553 

H/KONG $HK 6.402 

JAPAN Yen 378.24 

N'LANDS Florin 3.354 

SWITZ'D S. Fr. 3.377 

W. GERM’Y Dm. 3.270 

FIJI F$ 1.0691 

USA US$ 1.2775 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

NOUMEA CFPFr. 101.18 
(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 


No. 37 14/8/75 

ROYAL COMMISSION written sub¬ 
missions received prior to mainland 
hearings will be copied and sent for 
display the NI library; so will daily 
mainland transcripts. 

If you have comments to make 
on any of this mainland evidence 
let C. I. Buffett. NI Of'l Sec’y, 
know and he will alert the Com'n. 

Nov. 17 planned as start of final 
hearings on NI; if you want to pre¬ 
sent anything more, let Mr. Buffett 
know as soon as possible. 

FIRST DAY TODAY for new 100 
& 350 freeform stamps. 

TELEPHONE CABLES expected to 
arrive shortly; priority on new con¬ 
nections to applications already in. 

F.R. GILLAN declared Resident. 

TO BE WOUND UP; Gaerloch In¬ 
vestments, Gaerloch, Craigendar- 
roch, all Ltd., wound up, final 
meetings to be held 15/9/75. 
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Flights This Week 

From To From To 
Syd . Syd. Akl, AH- 
M - 10.30 11.45 

T - - 

W 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 
T - - 

F 4.25 5.15 10.30 11.45 
S 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 
" 3. 05 4.00 
S 4.25 5.15 10.30 11.452.00 - 


DEVALUATION IN New Zealand 
last weekend was the first lurch in 
an international monetary situation 
that has been rumbling warnings 
for some months. 

Last week traders in Burnt Pine 
could pay bills from New Zealand 
suppliers at the highly advantageous 
rate of A810 for each $NZ1. 

Meanwhile New Zealand tourists 
on the island were clinging ever 
more tightly to their shrunken dol¬ 
lars. 

The $A slipped once again last 
week in comparison to the $US, 
and substantial freight rises just an¬ 
nounced between Australia and the 
U. K. and Europe put Australian ex¬ 
ports in a further worsened situation. 
All of which adds credence to the 
gossip in town that Aussie devalu¬ 
ation can't be far off. Whether the 
rumour of Tuesday (tomorrow) has 
anything to it, no one on Norfolk 
is likely to be sure. But importers 
who can use what N. Z. offers, and 
who can pay immediate cash, 
couldn't go far wrong by making 
complete transactions before the 
sun goes down. 


Commerce 


BANK WILL GET »TA 

THE MANAGER OF the Common- 
•>;. wealth Bank branch in Norfolk was 
asked to comb through the branch's 
books for activities of "tax haven 
companies" in recent years. 

Mr. Dennis McCarthy said he 
would do so. 

By tax haven companies Senior 
Counsel to the Royal Commission 
(Mr. ; Hampson) told Mr. McCarthy 
he meant "companies formed to fa¬ 
cilitate the minimising of Australian 
income tax or other types of taxes by 
Australians who otherwise would be 
liable for those taxes". 

Mr. Hampson said he wanted to 
have records of the extent of the 
transactions those companies were 
having, in groups of $0-$10, 000, 

$10, 000-3100, 000, and over. 

"You understand we can get down 
all your ledgers and do it ourselves," 
Mr. Hampson told Mr. McCarthy. 
"You have a lot of customers who 
carry on legitimate businesses and 
we do not want to pry into their af¬ 
fairs. It is going to be a lot easier 
if the bank does it." 

Mr. McCarthy agreed to prepare 
a list of such cus tomers from 1960 
to the present; to show transactions 
in the groups asked for; and to iden¬ 
tify "moneys that came in from 
somewhere other than Australia or 
went out to somewhere other than 
Australia in association with tax 
haven companies' operations". 

He said the research would take 
three weeks or more. The News un¬ 
derstands that it is impractical for 
the bank to have the work done by 
clerks flown from Sydney to help 
out, and that it will have to be done 
by local staff working nights and 
weekends. 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

NO CHANGE in the clogged air 
cargo position from Australia and 
New Zealand as of Friday -- ex¬ 
cept that backlogs are growing, not 
shrinking. 

Air New Zealand reported 2600kg 
of freight in the depot waiting to 
fly to Norfolk; Qantas reported 
1580kg waiting at Mascot. Near¬ 
bans are on from both ports through 
the end of school holiday traffic at 
the beginning of September. 

Exceptions can be arranged if tfie 
freight is genuinely urgent, or if 
(in the case of Sydney) the importer 
is willing to pay premium rates. - I 


From To 
Bne, Bne. 


10. 00 


10. 00 
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SPORTS 


WITH 


ROGER NEWMAN 


Champagne football as Reds force playoff for Shield 


Crowd goes wild, Blues applaud fantastic try by Stevens 

Bone crunching tackling as Reds press home their attack 


THE BIGGEST CROWD this season 
was at the Kingston Oval yesterday 
afternoon to see whether the Reds 
could beat the Blues thereby forcing 
them to clash again with the Greens 
next Sunday in a playoff for the 
Dicketts Shield. 

The Blues were certainly the tealn 
to beat after their tremendous ex¬ 
hibition against United last Sunday. 

Reds won the toss and elected to 
play into the Easterly breeze giving 
the Blues the initial territorial 
advantage in the first 20 minutes. 

Both teams were playing very 
well and driving hard but passing 
lapses spoiled promising moves front 
both sides. Blues had the territorial 
advantage and took the advantage 
of the breeze with good touch finding 
kicks. * 

Referee Lou Evans was having 
great difficulty in getting both packs 
of forwards to scrummage on the 
mark and awarded two penalties to 
the Blues which Cooper kicked, one 
after 10 minutes the other after 20 
minutes to put the Blues in front 
4-NIL. 

Play continued well into the Reds 
{ with neither team giving anything 
away and on the odd occasion Reds 
pressed into the Blues {. they'd lose 
possession and be hard on defence**^ 

Blues lead at half 

With abou’ 5 minutes to half time 
Reds pressed hard into Blues terri¬ 
tory and were awarded a penalty 
right in front which Larry Quintal 
kicked to make the score Blues 4 
Reds 2 at { time. 

It was a very hard and closely 
fought first half with neither team 
really getting on top and although 
Blues had the wind advantage they 
were only up by two penalties to 
one at the change round. 

Reds went straight onto the attack 
in the second half but bone crunch¬ 
ing and determined tackling from 
the Blues nullified the attack and 
the game was going to go to the 
team who could keep up the pressure 


as it was really fast and ferocious 
stuff. 

After 10 minutes Reds were award¬ 
ed a penalty which Larry Quintal 
kicked to level the score at 4 all. 

Whether this spurred the Reds on 
or whether the Blues lost a little 
heart as they had to win and by doing 
so capture the Dicketts Shield the 
result was the same. The hall came 
out from the Reds scrum along the 
backline to Ruffy Stevens who 
stepped inside Graeme Forsyth and 
was too quick for the Blues cover 
defence and crossed the line under 
the posts to score a fantastic try as 
the crowd went wild with excitement. 
It was good to see the Blues them¬ 
selves applauding the try which was 
a real sporting gesture and acknowl¬ 
edgement of some champagne foot¬ 
ball. Larry Quintal kicked the con¬ 
version to put Reds in front 9-4. 

Harrison scorches 

Five minutes later big Peter 
Harrison for the Reds scorched down 
the left wing like a winger running 
30 meters before crossing the line 
just inside the corner with about 10 
Blue jerseys going along for the 
ride. The crowd went wild again 
especially United supporters who 
sensed the opportunity of a crack 
at the Shield next Sunday if the 
Reds could stay in front. Larry 
Quintal missed the conversion 
which left the score at 12-4 to the- 
Reds. 

With about 10 minutes to go 
and the Dicketts Shield stepping 
away from them Blues really piled 
on the pressure with Steve Ryves, 

Alan Bataille and David Sanders 
playing tremendous football and 
were really outstanding. The Reds 
tackling was becoming loose and 
Blues pressed harder and harder. 

Steve Ryves burst into the open 
on half way and tore a terrific gap 
in the Reds defen'ce and slipped the 
ball inside him to Alan Bataille 
just before he was tackled, and the 
race for the line was on but Alan 


Bataille showed the Reds a clean 
pair of heels and streaked away for 
30 metres to score under the posts 
which Cooper converted to make 
the score 12-9 to Reds. 

Blues continued to press hard 
but ran out of time as the final 
whistle blew giving the Reds a de¬ 
served victory 12-9. 

AHams player of day 

Kelvin Adams won the player of 
the day award once again and must 
surely be one of the Reds most con¬ 
sistent players. 

To sum up a really good hard 
game Of football from both teams 
and it was good to see each side 
playing as a team with three 
brilliant tries each one a beauty but 
Ruffy Stevens being the best - and 
Reds coming out the winners but 
there was certainly no disgrace in 
losing congratulations to both teams. 
HOW THEY ADDED UP; 

REDS 

Tries - Ruffy Stevens 
Conversions - 12 

Larry Quintal(2) 

Penalties - Larry Quintal 

( 2 ) 

BLUES 

Try - Alan Bataille 9 

Conversions - Sid Cooper(2) 

Penalties - Sid Cooper(2) 


Rugby Union 

Australia defeated Japan in their 
second Rugby Union International 
yesterday afternoon by 50-25 in scor¬ 
ing 8 tries to Japans 5 following on 
from their 1st Test Victory of 37-7. 


VFL results 


•SSD’N 15-15-105 BEAT N/MELB 13-13-91 


:LWD 2,4-12-156 " 
UCHM'D, 13-20-98 
»/MELB 15-15-105 
’TSC'Y 14-9-93 
•TZR’Y 13-22-100 


S/KILDA 20-17-137 
CLT'N 14-11-95 
GEELONG 12-16-88 
HWTH'N 13-13-9) 
MELB 13-11-89 - 




‘dars Norfolk 


TRAVEL WRITERS WAX poetic about 
the places they like -- including 
Norfolk. 

In 1914 the Secretary of the De¬ 
partment of External Affairs. Mr. 
Atlee Hunt, wrote quite a lot about 
Norfolk. He had to, having been 
assigned to do a near-Royal-Com- 
mission report on the state of affairs 
here. 

Almost all of his report was good- 
natured, but none more so that the 
section titled "Tourist Traffic", on 
page .34 of his printed findings. 

Here it is. What starry-eyed tra¬ 
vel writer could have done better? 


TO THE AUSTRALIAN to whom a 
five days' voyage offers no terrors 
Norfolk Island stands out as an ideal 
holiday resort. The steamers trading 
thither are not large, but are fairly 
well equippedwith modern comforts. 
Lord Howe Island, two days from 
Sydney, with its twin peaks rising 
abruptly 3, 000 feet sheet, from the 
waves and foam of the blue Pacific 
ir a place of call. There, in the 
midst of palm-enshrouded paths, and 
in the company of most hospitable 
folk, who open their houses and give 
of their best to visitors, die few hours 
of the steamer's stay pass all too 
rapidly. 

The voyage, though rarely bright¬ 
ened by the sight of passing ships, is 
never monotonous. The flights of 
brilliarx-hued flying fish, and the 
chance of seeing a whale, or, per¬ 
haps, 50 whales, and die distractions 
that ship-board life affords even on a 
small steamer, help to prevent one 
noting the flight of time till Norfolk 
is reached. The landing, under novel 
conditions in a lively whaleboat, from 
which, aided by strong arms, one is 
required to make a judicious leap to 
the landing rock, prepares one for a 
place different in many ways from 
the conditions customary in the Aust¬ 
ralian States. 

Tourists are accommodated in 
boarding-houses about the middle of 
the island, where, though space may 
be limited, no comfort that cleanli¬ 
ness, good cooking, and refined atten¬ 
tion can provide is wanting to make 
them feel thoroughly at home. 

The Island offers no excitement, un¬ 
less for anglers, who. if content to use 
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the hand line, and accept advice and 
assistance from local boatmen, are 
sure of excellent sport. For those who 
are not attracted by the joys of sitting 
all day, sun-burned in an ever rest¬ 
less whaleboat, the land offers its 
milder pleasures. The usual games of 
cricket, tennis, croquet, and golf 
may be had under very fair conditions. 
Dances and concerts fill an occasional 
evening, but the predominant charms 
are the ever-varying scapes of land 
and sea, and the courtesy and hospital¬ 
ity of the kindly and interesting people. 
Saddle horses and sulkies may be cheap¬ 
ly obtained, and to ride through narrow, 
leafy tracks, or to drive through the 
magnificent avenue of glorious pines 
that graces the main road, or past the 
noble Bishop’s Oak, and at every turn 
see new vistas of thesapphiresea with 
its stainles s foam churning at the 
base of tall tree-topped cliffs, or to 
walk past decaying ruins and specu¬ 
late on the hopes and miseries that 
the carvers of those dead stones have 
cherished and suffered; these are the 
real delights of a stay on Norfolk. 

There are no hotels, and no news¬ 
papers. A single typed page is daily 
posted on the island notice boards, 
which purports to keep the people 
informed as to the events of the 
universe, and does in fact advise 
them as to happenings in Albania 
or Mexico, and as to who won the 
last prize fight or cricket match. 

There are no telephones, no trains, 
or trams, no motor-cars or bicycles, 
no paved streets, no noises of whistle 
or horn, no shops with garish window 
displays, only an unobtrusive store 
or two masquerading as a private 
house; no rush or hurry or bustle - 
in fact, none of the outward signs 
of the civilisation of our great cities. 
Nevertheless, the people seem con¬ 
tented enough and visitors become 
partly, envious of their lot, and 
wholly, reflective as to the real 
effect of modern conditions in the 
production of happiness. 

The place is becoming better 
known, and with the increased facil¬ 
ities that demand will create, there 
is likely soon to be a regular stream 
of visitors, each leaving a little 
money for the Island's benefit, and 
each taking away with him recollec¬ 
tions of a peaceful and happy holiday. 


The Chooks 
are Running 
at Headstone 


PAUL BARNING, aged 8, that 
"clown on stilts" boy, has many 
interests. His chief ones at the 
present time are fishing and vege¬ 
table growing. 

And poultry farming. On a very 
small scale. 

He became a poultry farmer 
through his passion for fishing. 

(Shelley, can you check that copy 
again — poultry farmer...fishing? 
It’s right? Well, sounds nuts, but..) 

Last May, Paul and his dad were 
fishing at the bottom of Headstone 
chute, where many strange objects 
are observed floating back and 
forwards with the surge of the tide. 
This day the fishermen saw what 
seemed to be an unusual sea-bird 
swimming strongly towards them. 

Its efforts to make it up on to the 
rocks were unsuccessful so a gpff was 
gently hooked around the bird and 
it was brought onto the land. It was 
a young chicken. 

Amused glances met the men as 
they appeared at the top of the chute 
with their sack of fish, and a hen 
perched on dad’s arm. 

A delux house and yard were 
quickly constructed for "Charlotte", 
who has settled down to be one of 
the family. Becoming quite a pet, 
she loves being carried around and 
likes nothing better than to come 
inside and have a little chatter. 

After some doubt as to whether 
perhaps she should be renamed 
"Charles”, she proved herself a 
week or so ago by laying her first 
eggs. Great excitement all round 
and as Charlotte now has a handsome 
rooster "Edward" to keep her 
company, Paul is hoping to hear 
the pitter-patter of tiny claws before 
too long. 

'I’m sure this could only happen on 
Norfolk", says Margaret Baming. 
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SENDER; 


X 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 11# 

To New Zealand 24# 


TO: 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for (jantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



Burns 


.-.FIRST.FOLD-BACK HERE.-.-. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND; 1. Write a personal message In the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address pa-^L 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape at the "X”, and add postage stamps.. 
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CRUNCH IN NINE DAYS: 

K'FISHER PLANS FAILED THE TEST 


f TWO {TOP AUSTRALIAN experts 
j. say that plans submitted June 30 for 
■ the Regent Kingfisher Hotel at Anson 
f' Bay just aren’t adequate. 

“ The Building Board will hold a 
f special meeting today to hear a 
I report from Lennie Christian-Bailey 
[. and Booney Buffett, who returned 
I Friday afternoon after consultation 
i? on the plans in Sydney. 

I The Board will in turn report to the 
i Administrator. 

The real crunch will come at 
j. September Council, when Deputy 
< Administrator Charles Buffett 
| presumably will ask Council for 
\ advice on what step should be taken 
I next with Hemisphere Holdings, 

| the Hotel's promoters. 

I At the mainland conference last 
S Monday, the Department of the 



Capital Territory made available 
the senior structural engineer 
responsible for all Canberra 
buildings, and the Department's 
senior architect. 

They flew to Sydney for the 
meetings at Papua New Guinea 
House with Mr Buffett and Mr 
Christian-Bailey, who arrived from 
Norfolk with the Kirigfisher plans 
on a delayed flight Monday mid-day. 

As the plans were unrolled and 
examined, it was found they were 
simply not complete enough to allow 
(Continued on page 3) 

Plans for this S3 million, | j 

2C0 bed luxury hotel over- I I 
looking Anson Bay were an- I 

nounced in 1973. 1 




Bataiile flies to help make choice 


PRESIDENT OF Committees 
Richard Bataiile flew to Canberra 
urgently last week at the invitation 
of the Hon. Gordon Bryant, Minister 
responsible for Norfolk Island. 

Mr. Bataiile has been asked to consult 
with the Minister and Departmental 
officials on the selection of a new’ 
Administrator. 

It is believed that ever 175 
applications for the position have been 
received. 


The Secretary of the Department 
(Mr. L. Engledow) told the News a 
new Administrator might be appointed 
as early as this coming Friday, and 
could be on the job as early as 
September 22. 


Fire alarm 
network to 
cover NI 


A $15, 000 shipment of cables leaves 
Sydney tomorrow aboard the Gerda Bech. 

Technical Officer Barry Silburn says 
the cables will allow extending the phone 
system out to the extremities of the 
Island. The shipment is big enough to 
: provide for full use of the 400-line 
central switchboard. 

It has about 180 unused connections now 
Some 80 of these have been allocated to 
would-be subscribers, some of whom 
have been waiting for upwards of two 
years. 

It will take about six months to 
connect them all, according to Barry. 
The first job to be tackled will be a 
large new cable along Queen Elizabeth 
Drive. Priorities have not yet been set 
. for the remainder of the work. 

A fire alarm network is planned to 
be installed at the same time, as part 
of updating the Island's fire protection. 

It would assure that every household 
would be able to ring quickly for help 
in the event of fire, using call boxes 
at key points around the Island. 

An Admin cable will be strung out 
to Anson Bay, taking over from the 
presently used OTC cable that has 
been lent for a 12-months period. 

Constable Charge 

A NEW POLICE OFFICER appropriately 
named Constable Charge has been 
appointed to take up duties on the 
Island starting early next month. 

He will replace Constable Stoll 
who will return to duties with the 
A.C.T. police force. 

Constable Charge is married and has 
three children. 

It is understood that a second constabie 
has also been appointed ' 


# Blues take Dickett Shield 26 “21 

FOR THE STORY OF THF TOUGH, HARD-FOUGHT GAMP TURN TO PAGF 22 



Photographies? 


Think MILTONS! 


liP® 

■ " m 


Our photographic selection 
cannot be beaten 
in range and price 




BOLEX Bowl in and be stumped by our prices 

NIKON Synonymous with professional photography 
EUMIG The only people for sound movies 

PENTAX One of the leaders in SLR photography 

CABIN The biggest-selling slide projector on Norfolk 
Other great names: MINOLTA RICOH MAMIYA ELMO 

TOPCON HOYA VIVITAR EUMIG KONICA NIKONOS 
Also KODAK and AGFA films available 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS GIFTWARE JAEGER 



Shipping bonanza 

NORFOLK IS ENJOYING a shipping 
bonanza. 

In port over the weekend were the 
Port de France and the lie de Lumiere, 
and die Gerda Bech is due mid-week. 

The Port de France and the lie de 
Lumiere are both owned by Compagnies 
des Chargeurs Caledoniens. 

It is thought to be the first time in 
history that two ships of one line have 
been present at Norfolk. 

To celebrate the event, Geoff 
Bennett and Ken Nobbs, executives 
of CCC's local agent. South Pacific 
Shipping Co., arranged for overnight 
printing of jerseys bearing the two 
ships' names and the CCC diamond 
crest, and "The new leaders" 
emblazoned across die back._ . 

70 guns now legal 

FOUR RIFLES and a pistol were 
handed over to police for destruction 
during the firearms amnesty. 

More than 7 0 weapons were registered 
for the first time. Sergeant Peter 
Harrison said. 

H I think it's not bad" Sergeant 
Harrison said. 

"I still believe there are quite a 
few more. ” 


ISLAND SITTING ON BILLION GALLON FRESH WATER 
RESERVOIR, AND OIL DEPOSITS HAY BE NEARBY 


NORFOLK IS PROBABLY sitting 
pretty on top of a multi-million 
gallon fresh-water reservoir. 

And there just may be oil in sed¬ 
imentary beds off the east coast. 

These propositions were put to the 
Royal Commission by retired oil eng¬ 
ineer Gordon C. Duvall, of Cascade. 

Mr Duvall, bom in Britain in 1909, 
came to N 0 rfolk in 1964 and began 
a study of the island's water res¬ 
ources. 

Most bores and hand-dug wells, 

Mr Duvall said, tapped pools of 
water lying in depressions of basalt 
beneath the soil. 

They tended to run dry in summer 
and needed rain to refill. 

But near sea level there appeared 
to be a thick, water-saturated zone 


"This suggests that one inch of rain 
produces 31 million gallons" Mr 
Duvall said. 

Ten to 15 per cent could be lost 
by evaporation. 

But the 64 inches of rain recorded 
in 1974 would produce thousands of 
millions of gallons. 

The zone reservoir is not only ad¬ 
equate for present needs, but leaves 
a very large margin for expansion. 

Mr Duvall said it was "entirely, 
possible" that sedimentary beds 
might be found east of Norfolk. 

Norfolk had been part of the cont¬ 
inent of Gondwanaland that exist¬ 
ed 200 million years ago but broke 
up. 

"Whether these sedimentary beds 
contain any hydrocarbons is another 


holding "very considerable” quant- / question entirely" Mr Duvall said. 

ities of fresh water. ■ — — . 

If the water is there. It's a "Ghy- - , . 

ben-Her*berg” zone — a lens-shap- UOnTR11 SSI OfJ M0V6S 
ed structure of fresh water, held 

back by the weight of sab water. THE ROYAL Commission staff lef 

"Regarding the volume of water Norf . olk Sa 1 tu I rda J fot - about wee 

, ® .. . . , on the mainland, 

available, tnis has not yet been cal- Commission Secretary Lynn Dudle 

culated Mr Duvall said. says that it is hoped thit hearings 

But one inch of rain produced .625 w / n be ^ n in Canberra about Q £ ob 
gallons US per square foot. 6th . ^ from < 


Pitcairners lost Norfolk because Dennison 
had second thoughts, expert alleges 


ONE OF THE WORLD’S leading 
experts on Picairn history says 
that Lieutenant Governor Dennis¬ 
on went back on his word to the 
Pitcairners that Norfolk was to be 
theirs. 

"I am quite convinced that Denn¬ 
ison originally intended that Nor- 
fold should be for the Pitcairn 
people" Journalist Robert Nicolson 
told the Roy.al Commission. 

Mr Nicolson wrote the definitive 
history "The Pitcairners. ” 

Dennison later decided the gift 
was contrary to British government 
policy, Mr Nicolson said. 

The unqualified offer that George 
Hunn Nobbs spoke about in a letter 
before the Morayshire sailed for 
Norfolk was partly retracted after 
its acceptance by Capt. Fremantle. 


Mr Nicolson said he believed he 
could provide documentary evid¬ 
ence after he returned to Sydney 
that would demonstrate Dennison's 
change of heart. 


Commission moves 

THE ROYAL Commission staff left 
Norfolk Saturday for. about ten weeks 
on the mainland. 

Commission Secretary Lynn Dudley 
says that it is hoped that hearings 
will begin in Canberra about October 
6th, six weeks from today , depending 
on the availability of a courtroom. 

More than ten Government Depart¬ 
ments are expected to make sub¬ 
missions, and about 20 private 
individuals and organisations. 

It is expected the Canberra 
hearings may be completed in two 
weeks, although a third week will 
be available if needed. 

Transcripts of mainland testimony 
will be flown to Norfolk. 


Continued from front page 

Plckerd hands over the Kingfisher hot potato 


the Building Board to pass on them. 
As Air Cdre. E. T. Pickerd leaves 


-- DID Hemisphere Holdings 
actually meet the June 30 deadline, 


Norfolk this Saturday he will hand the now that die plans have been found 
Kingfisher hot potato over to Potts inadequate? 

Buffett. With a law suit against , , OA . ... 

the Council threatened by solicitors , ” IF September 30 deadline 
r - . f „ /. for starting construction can t be met 

for Eric Towell of Hemisphere (and ^ s | Ucitors for Hemisphere 

o ing , ques ons acl jg e Holdings say it can't be) does Counci; 

Deputy Administrator will include: or . *■> hav , flnv ' nino 


Adventists to leave the old Church 


SEVENTH-DA Y-ADVENT1STS 
will worship for die last time this 
Saturday in the 56 year-old Church 
in Cascade Road. 

Pastor Ray Sills said "We are 
having a special commemorative 
service for the last worship service 
in the old building. _ 


Adventist services will be held 
in the New Cascade Road hall 
until the new Church is finished. 

"The old church was built in 
1919, and we worshipped there for 
56 years" Mr. Sills commented. 

The shift will take place on 
August 30.. 


-- IF the September 30 deadline 
for starting construction can't be met 
(and the solicitors for Hemisphere 
Holdings say it can't be) does Council 
or the Admin have any remaining 
commitment to support the project? 

--IF the Administrator and Council 
now have a free hand to reconsider the 
whole idea of a large, luxury hotel at 
Anson Bay, will tfiey encourage 
Hemisphere Holdings to keep looking 
for a new backer, and give the 
company adequate time to prepare 
complete plans? Or will they turn 
thumbs down on the whole concept? 
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You get a lot for 
your money in this 
handsome hauler. 



Its wheelbase is longer than 
.other models in its class. 

J And its cargo bed is longer and 
wider. So you can pack a hefty 
payload. It is easy. 

So you can load up and go quickly. 
Your husky 1600cc overhead cairn 
engine will move you out with 
muscle. You can drive over the 
roughest of roads... 


To back you up, you'get a semi- 
el’liptiq leaf spring^ in the rear with the 
same type of shocks. You also get a 
rough and tough wishbone axle up 
front and a semi-floating one in back. 


Last, but not least, little features 
like your flashing hazard lights, 
laminated safety windshield and 
steel-bar-protected rear window, all 
add up to a solid safe investment for you. 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Propmtor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 



NO ANSWER FROM AUSTRALIA Tti UN UUtSTiON UF 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S TERRITORIAL STATUS AT UN 


NO ANSWER has yet been received 
as to why Australia does not consider 
Norfolk a "non self-governing 
territory, ” according to Administrator 
E. T. Pickerd. 

Cr. Duncan McIntyre put the question 
on notice at July Council, following a , 
statement read by the Administrator 
that "the Australian Government has 
never regarded Norfolk Island as a 
territory coming within the scope of 
Chapter XI of the (United Nations) 
Charter .... ” 

Cr. McIntyre asked why the U. N. 
Charter should not apply to Norfolk. 

In a legal opinion accepted as one 
of the exhibits of the Royal Comm¬ 
ission testimony given by N.H. 

McIntyre last week, M.H. McLelland, 
Q. C., said he believes Chapter XI does 
apply to Norfolk. 

Sacred trust 

He says that Article 73 of the 
Charter states that "Members of the 
United Nations which have or assume 
responsibilities for the administration 
of territories whose peoples have not 
yet attained a full measure of self- 
government ... accept as a sacred 
trust the obligation to ... develop 
self-government....." 

In 1960 the General Assembly 
adopted a resolution declaring that 
".... All peoples have the right to 
self-determination... Inadequacy 
of political, economic, social or 
educational preparedness should 
never serve as a pretext for delaying 

independence . 

"Immediate steps shall be taken, in 
trust and non-self-governing territories 
or all other territories which have not 
yet obtained independence, to transfer 
all powers to the peoples of those 
territories, without any conditions or 
reservations, in accordance with their 
freely expressed will and desire, without 
any distinction as to race, creed, or 
colour,- in order to enable them to 
enjoy complete independence and 
freedom. n 

While Australia abstained from 
voting on the resolution, Mr. ' 
McLellanfl points out that Australia 
voted in favour of a further resolution 
fate in 1961 calling on "States con¬ 
cerned to take action without further 
delay with a view to faithful 
application and implementation..." 
of the earlier Declaration. Australia 
also became a member of the 
Special Committee charged with 1 
overseering die implementation of 
the Declaration. 

Mr. McLelland says "Australia 
has, for a number of years, submitted 


information under Article 73 (e) with 
respect to Papua and with respect to 
the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, but never, 
it appears, with respect to Norfolk 
Island." j 

In his opinion Mr. McLelland says it 
appears that Australia takes the view 
that it has sole authority to decide 
whether Article 73 applies to a 
particular territory. 

The presumed grounds for this would 
be that the decision was essentially 
a domestic matter -- and die U.N. 
Charter does not apply to'domestic 
matters. 

"However this may be, " he adds, 

”1 consider that as a matter of law 
the relationship between Australia 
and Norfolk Island falls within the 
provisions of Article 73. ” 


No remedy for 
radio noise 

NOTHING MUCH could be done 
about radio interference from one of 
the electricity generators. Technical j 
Officer Barry Silbum told the Royal 
Commission. 

The last generator to be installed 
was causing the interference when run| 
under a light load. 

Generators now on order would not 
suffer from this problem. 

"It is « unique problem, " Mr SilburJ 
said. 

Similar units to the noisy generator 
were used on the mainland, but the 
interference vWs masked by noise fron| 
other sources. 

Mr Silburn added that there was 

I other radio interference being emitted 
on the island but he was unable to 
discover where it originated. 

Pastor recovering 

The last news to hand concerning 
Pastor John Sharp was that he was 
convalescing after several weeks at 
Repatriation Hospital, Concord. 

He and Mrs. Sharp are expected to 
return to Norfolk Island about mid- 
September. 


fill Hitch attacks 
tone and attitude 
of Department’s 
submission 

AUSTRALIA'S APPROACH to Norfolk 
was aimless, island revenue manager 
Gil Hitch suggested to the Royal 
Commission. 

Mr Hitch, a former Australian public 
servant, strongly criticised the Depart¬ 
ment of Capital Territories, which he 
said had-no proper authority to admin¬ 
ister Norfolk. 

"The tone of the Department’s sub¬ 
mission, and its attitudes to the Pit¬ 
cairn descendants, gives me the un¬ 
happy feeling that 1 may be watching 
my country attempting the closing 
stages of a confidence trick on them", 
he told the Commission. 

The great-grandparents of the Nor¬ 
folk people were persuaded to move 
to the island, which was made at first 
a distinct and separate settlement for 
the purpose, under its own governor. 

Mr Hitch wondered if Australia was 
hoping to repeat without bloodshed 
what had been done to the Tasmanian 
natives. 

He opposed incorporation of Norfolk 
in Australia for political expediency, 
but though that the island should rem¬ 
ain an external territory. 

Problems reduced 

Mr Hitch said it was a pity that the 
Australian government had offered 
help to set up some less-promising 
‘ local industries yet had not assisted 
the tourist industry. 

"By encouraging islanders to dominate 
in the industry, so many other problems 
of immigration, development, land 
sale, architecture, etc, might have 
been reduced or eliminated" Mr Hitch 
said. 

Divisions on the island were rather 
between long time residents and new¬ 
comers, than between islanders and 
mainlanders, he felt. 

Mr Hitch said he once supported the 
payment of Australian social service 
‘benefits, but now had doubts. 

"I believe that the Australian system 
of benefits is necessary for the nuclear 
family lifestyle of Australia" he said. 


The five Freedom Movement men named 


The five committee members of the 
Norfolk Island Freedom Committee 
are Mr Startin-Field. Mr Custance, Mr 
Duvall, Mr Fitzgerald and himself. 
Colonel Raymond G. Reeves told the 
Royal Commission. 

A constitution was psing drawn up. 


and the Movement planned to make a 
submission to the Commission on the 
mainland through legal advisers 
Ellicott and McLelland Q.C.s. 

Colonel Reeves said he retired from 
the regular Australian Army in 1969 
and had been living on Norfolk for 
three years. 
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Electronics - Home Appliances - Jewellery - Perfumes - Cassettes, 
Records - Homewares - Etc - Etc - Etc 

AFTER STOCKTAKE 
CLEARANCE 

Big discounts 

Huge savings 

Unbelievable 
prices 


starts 

MONDAY 25th AUGUST 

Be early for the best 
buys and bring your 
money with you 

Burns 

TOURIST 
DEPT. 




Electronics - Home Appliances - Jewellery - Perfumes - Cassettes 
Records - Homewares - Etc - Etc - Etc 



LIVING AWAY from Norfolk are 
many people born on the island, or 
formerly resident here, who think 
of Norfolk as "home" even though 
they can seldom be here. 

"Letter from Home" is' meant to be 
the sort of thing they like hearing 
# about. 

Dear Gran, 

Looking back over the week, it has 
been a busy one, the airport especially 
where each plane has brought school- 
children home for holidays. Flitting 
past on the road I have sighted A dele 
Davidson, Stephen and Joy Nobbs home 
from New Zealand, the Custance boys, 
Maxine Christian, Debbie Nobbs and 
young Pippa Griffiths staying with the 
Batailles. 

I caught up with Maxine who had 
some interesting observations to make. 
She attends die Blakehurst High School 
in Sydney and lives wi th her Aunt and 
Uncle, Gwennie and John King, at 
Hurstville. Maxine enjoys attending 
school on the mainland but finds the 
competition much keener than here 
at the local school. • She is doing 5th 
! Form, or 41th grade as it is now 
called, and has 95 other classmates. 
They are only in die One large group 
for English which is a compulsory 
subject, and then they split into 
smaller groups of 40 or so in some 
instances , -for theit different subjects. 
Leaving here as one of the top students 

"N ews''MINI -AD^ ’ 

NEED RECEPTIONIST 
Norfolk Island Airlines requires 
services of a Receptionist whose 
duties would include general office ' 
work. Travel Agent experience^ 
an advan tage. Apjj^y per sonally. 

WAITRESS WANTED 

Casual evening work, Tuesday to 

Saturday. jkpply in person - 

Bounty Lodge - under new management. 

SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL ' 

It is regretted that as, from lstr.v' ; 

Sep tern ber„ T 9T5 th e cosbof casual 
guest dinners will be incfeasdcl to 
$5.25. It is also regretted that as 
from the same date, aservicb 
charge of 50$ will apply to 
persons attending the Sunday rnght 
film. House guests and casuajl f. 
diners are excepted. '■ /I 
Increasing cdsts have made these 
charges unavoidable. 

LAUNDRY MAID 
Required to work Monday to 
Saturday 8.00 - 12. QQ. Contact 
Bounty Lodge - 2019. 
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' iaxi.jv. i.udnd Le; progress had Only 
been average when compared with i ■ 
mainland standards. It has been 
constant hard work to catch up to her 
colleagues. Maxine said she would 
recommend that where possible a 
student with the ability to continue 
on to higher education should ideally 
leave the Island at the end of 2nd 
Form and continue his education, on 
the mainland. This is a very real 
problem which parents living here .. 
have to face sooner or later, especially 
when some form of qualification is \ 
becoming more and more essential, 
IMaxine would very much like to do 
remedial teaching. Her first choice, 
however, was the Police Force but she 
needed just another inch or two in 
height. 

You will probably remember Dolly 
and Geoff Long who lived on a banana 
plantation in Mission Road during the 
1930s. Remember the pantomimes 
Mrs, Long produced for local enter¬ 
tainment.? Well .1 met her daughter, 
Sally Gardener and her husband - Ross, 
the other day. They are holidaying 
here at the moment at the South 
Pacific Hotel. They have visited 
Norfolk several times over the past 
ten years and have noticed a 
considerable change. Mrs. Gardener 
told me something of their busy life 
in New Zealand where her husband 
breeds Drysdale sheep. An unusual 
breed in that the sheep have horns' 
and course hair which is used for 
carpet manufacturing. Sally, a 
radio reporter, commutes 18 miles 
each day to Palmerston North to the 
newsroom of 22A where she receives 
her assignment for the day and rushes 
£ff to interview a visiting personality 
Or cover the .movements of a man 
-• threatening jto jump off a high ledge, 
thus providing the listening public 
with a direct account of his actions. 

Sally loves the work which she finds 
most interesting and stimulating but she 
especially enjoys cornpfling'materiai 
of international material and local 
content for her own programme, "This 
Day Tonight” which ii heard from 
Palmerston North each week night 
,at 6.00 p.m. 

Her parting comment to nje^was,that 
she and her husband love the^qUiet and 
beauty of Norfolk, and that ali'qf us 
living here should ensure that these 
characteristics are preserved. 

Another familar fafe’e I gliriipsed 
during the week wls'Jfcnny, Broad 
who has returned from a<8 weeks’ 
trip to England. The main purpose 
of her trip being to attend two 
•reunions of American and English . 
pilots whom she knew in the War¬ 
time Ferry Serviced "Some 
marvellous stories were told at the 
Reunions which can now never be- 
proved, " she told me. 

Jenny was most distressed at thd 
situation in England. She said there 


■were tremendoOs social problems 
caused with the influx of migrants. 

■ Lack of housing wa$ ; a most urgent , 
problem. Social Services were • <, 
understaffed and unable to cope with 
demands for assistance. Nationalised 
industries with high wages and Union 
control were going bankrupt. Jenny 
said that Trade Union problems 
! seemed to dominate TV news and 
it was only by driving out into the 
country that one would see the 
’old England. ’ 

She also found the freak temper¬ 
atures of up to 94 degrees too much 
for comfort. . It was extremely hot, 
and humid in the cities. Jenny visited : 
several of die, stately old homes and 
castles, but with such heat all she felt 
like doing was sitting in the gardens. 

Jenny also spent four days in Spain 
visiting Madrid and Toledo. If was 
on her return,front this trip that she 
decided, after becoming entangled, 
widi a demonstration by irate , 
holiday makers who had been forced 
to return to England after their 
accommodation had been double 
booked in Spain, that Jenny decided 
it was time she returned to the peace 
and quiet of Norfolk. 

Although not all that quiet and 
peaceful, as we of the Wives' and 
Mothers' Club would agree. Where 
else but Norfolk would we drive to a 
meeting in a state of extreme ' r 

apprehension having a small furry 1 
animal as a passenger who was not s - ; ' 1 
content to remain in the car, but 
climbed out the side window and ran 
1 back and forth across the bonnet. 

The stowaway finnally disappeared 
just past Channer’s Corner. 

Cheerio til next week, 


reek, 

d. 
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ABOUT A WEEK AGO The Sydney 
Morning Herald printed this editorial, 
which is worth reprinting: 

FOR HISTORICAL as well as 
economic reasons Norfolk Island 
deserves to have a special relation¬ 
ship with the Australian mainland. 
After the Whitlam Government took 
office in 1972 and the Department 
of External Territories was abolished, 
control of the Island's affairs passed 
to the Minister for the Capital 
Territory. Now a Royal Commission, 
headed by Justice Sir John Nimmo, 
is charged with determining whether 
Norfolk Island's constitutional status 
should be changed and what future 
form of administration would be most 
appropriate. 

It is to be hoped that the Federal 
Government has an open nlind to 
whatever suggestions die Nimmo 
Commission makes. The judge, in 
taking evidence from a cross-section 
of the Island's 1, 500 permanent 
residents, is discovering that while 
a large majority of Islanders favour 
neither total independence --an 
unrealistic proposition -- nor 
complete absorption by the mainland, 
they are fervently seeking some sort 
of special status within the Common¬ 
wealth. Judged on their past perform¬ 
ance, the Islanders warrant such 
favoured consideration. Theirs is a 
unique and ecologically fragile 
haven of only 34 square kilometres 
whose only real natural resource is the 
Island's scenic beauty. |y judiciously 


— EDITORIAL — 

controlling the inflow of both new 
residents and tourists the Islanders 
have kept themselves financially 
solvent and, except for a small 
annual grant, have not been a burden 
on the Treasury. 

Admittedly, Norfolk Island wili need 
Federal assistance to solve the greatest 
of its problems, communications. Its 
airfield will have to be upgraded to 
take medium-sized jets, and because 
it has no natural harbours its shipping 
links improved. But such aid should 
not be the excuse for Canberra to seek 
tighter control of the Island. It is the 
Norfolk Islanders themselves who should 
be invested with a greater degree 
of self-government. They are the 
ones, not desk-bound bureaucrats 
more than 1, 600 kilometres away, 
who are best able to judge the. 

Island's special needs. 


LETTER TO T 
On completion of a glorious two 
week holiday here I would like to 
take this opportunity for expressing 
my thanks to the people of Norfolk 
Island for making my stay here 
extremely enjoyable. 

There is one thing, however, which 
disturbs me and strengthens my view 
that monopoly is not a good tiling. I 
booked to go out on a fishing trip and 
payed $7 for a half day. I was 
shocked to find that I was not expected 
to keep any of the fish i caught, but 
that they were to be sold to die hotels, 
(mine among them) so that the hotels. 


ON ONE OR TWO points we might 
take issue with the Herald. They say, 
for example, that we are "seeking 
some sort of special status within the 
Commonwealth. ’’ 

Not many people on Norfolk seem 
to want to be "within the Common¬ 
wealth" at all. But there appears to 
be very wide sentiment that we 
should strive to maintain a very 
close relati onship with . the Com-- - 
monwealth. The distinction is im¬ 
portant. 

Nor does Norfolk appear to be 
seeking some special status. Nor¬ 
folk has a special status already; we 
just wish that status were recognised 
and abided by. 

But nit-picking aside, it is a good 
day when a venerable and conserva¬ 
tive paper like the Herald expresses 
the view contained in the last seven 
lines of its leading article. 

HE EDITOR 

in turn, could sell them back to me. 
Quite a racket. 

To add insult to injury, a lady 
appeared on my doorstep at 7.30 
a.m. one morning, told me I was 
going fishing, and thrust two pills 
into my hand admonishing me to, 
"Take these or you won’t enjoy the 
trip." And then advising me that the 
pills would cost 10 cents each. 
Unbelievable. 

It's about time someone else on 
Norfolk Island bought a boat. 

Yours sincerely. 

DAVID RHODES. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy.Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Box 94. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
morhings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed — envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail front the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually Work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


this Week 

on Norfolk 

j MONDAY 

! Housie, Leagues Club 
! Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
I Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

| School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 

i Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
■ Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
: THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on Weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3. 75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times* and 
if you must get through then It can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia' 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 

but when you get there 
C ^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpexl 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 






Research Makes the Difference 



STEREO CASSETTE REC0R1ER TC-224 



Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording BTwo built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included ■Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
■ CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode it 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program ■ Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controllad motor ■ 4 power 
sources: AC, 4 “C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (’optional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the‘TC-224, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels. It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of "stereo" in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


We love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, you will ultimately want a SONY 
AUTHORISED SONY DEALERS 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL SEIKO 

ABC HOBBY CENTRE CAMERALINES 

BARRETTS PIONEER 

BROWSE ABOUT HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


CAUTION- only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 




Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney? Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
. travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
'people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
rW+rm* 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
UUU lur • sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visitinq:n-i 2 ; ^ 7 - 8 . 30 , 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p. QBox 94. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and,lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H,M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. , 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC; 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Bamabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

Wl\ niTMrrnunw nav 7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

M ^ 8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

£ 9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 

m / / (g) HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

M / \ ' jr NORFOLK ISLAND MILK tiAR 


<o° 1MT. BATES Va 

j5^ MT. PITT 318 M 


s f 3 /Quality Rov ^ 
ZkIngs T(Vi.4jP 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY/ 


1 A 1 B 1 C ' D 'E'F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU.COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


HDCM 7 m VO 7 Qfl +« O (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and,are open 

UrtN ( UATo — I.OU am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm -sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n~serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners... candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies.. .games... artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Names in 

• , ■ .% a 

While you're oh Norfolk Island you' ■ 
are probably more dependent on the' 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island-is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for usev. Haying decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land - 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head forjKingston and ** t 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Crews that Work the shiDs lightera 8 es y sten, ma y seArn P iii ^ Itive 

~ The men who wot^ ? ,it ,^rojpst allfhave 
i f .. ■ '!,■ s y '• \... . . £" other "normal" jobs, and turn out 

: Quintal, Ni*& Quintal. S!*a*f . § e ar , v when a shin reaches the island. 


Quintal, Ni<§<£ Quintal^ S^alC | 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, ■; 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran,,; 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz ^ 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Gulla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John becking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the uripowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include , 

Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Nai;ta Snell and W'ilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a ■ 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k?gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking, 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some-' 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON. THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHFN THE SpRGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 
times get#knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG 


AT DAY'S END. THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 


means fabulous music 



Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 

Ci!) PIONEER' 

AKAI 


KENWOOD 


nrr 
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1943: NORFOLK ISLAND SAW FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY MASSED 
FLIGHTS OF AIRCRAFT. 

THESE WERE KITTY HAWK FIGHTERS 
ESCORTED BY LOCKHEED HUDSON 
MEDIUM BOMBERS, EN ROUTE FOR THE 
SOLOMON ISLANDS. 
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happy to get It, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS. BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 


RADIO NORFOLK— AUGUST 25 - 31 vl- 2 -ni 

frequency, 1570 KHZ 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World 4 Local; 8.30 World $ 
Local; 10. Local; 12. 1 veal; 1. World & LO.al 


7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 


I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

10. 00 Local News 
10.05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 I'm Sorry (Com.) 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10. 00 News 

10. 05 What Next 


" 10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11. 30 Glums 

12. 00 Local News 


THl RSDAY 
7. 00 Music(Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Dad's Army 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
F RIDAY 

T. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Inspector West 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church oi England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 
1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1. 30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Snorts Serv. 
SUNDA Y 

4.00 Music(Daphne) 

4. 45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6. 00 The Glums(Com) 

6. 45 Children’s Story 
7.00 Story Tirhe (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 Don Juan (7) 

8.15 Accused in Box 

8.45 Play 

9. 30 Classical Showcase 

10. 00 Close 



1 must confess to oscillating between 
the pub and the cricket for the past 
few days, ruthlessly neglecting music. 
The weather here is glorious, temp¬ 
eratures in the eighties,, sun, clear 
cloudless skies but no sea, no Emily 
Bay to temper the humid, heavy 
atmosphere. Must I continue arguing 
with Englishmenover the state of the 
wicket wheu Tony Grieg hits a six? 
Accept yet another flat, warm pint? 

I remember with warm nostalgia an 
evening with Sir Neville Cardus (the 
outstanding music critic and cricket 
writer) when over dinner at a 'London 
Steak House' in Baker Street we 
discussed two virtuosi of genius - 
Vladimir Horowitz and Don Bradman. 
In the same half-hour he examined 
the infinitely delicate and poetic 
interpretation of Schubert's Impromptu 
in G-Flat Op. 90 No. 3 and the 
theatrical splendour with which 
Bradman knocked up 100 before 
Lunch and practiced with a broom 
handle and golf ball. The passing 
of Neville Cardus was deeply mourned 
In England some months ago. 


The few pints of 'Best Bitter’ I have 
consumed this arvo have made me 
exceeding melancholy and desirous of 
the unobtainable icy tube of Toohey’s 
Pilsener. No matter, for I must tell 
you about the yearly musical scheme" 
that defeats Britain's precarious- 
economic position. The 81st 
Season of Henry Wood Promenade 
Concerts is well under way (familar 
from VL2NI). The audience 
attracted to the Albert Hall is uniquely 
receptive and enthusiastic. The 
series began with a Viennese weekend - 
Mahler’s Eighth Symphony under 
Pierre Boulez followed on the Saturday 
night with the delightful and usually 
rowdy Strauss (Overture The Gypsy- 
Baron, Champagne Polka etc.). I 
am especially looking forward to a 
concert of contemporary music wi th 
the London Sinfonietta conducted by 
Mark Elder. He spent two weeks on 
Norfolk before the opening of the 
Sydney Opera House, so I’m looking 
forward to renewing our acquaintance. 

It’s now 4.30 p.m. on a humid and 
oppressive Monday afternoon in 
Central London. I am about to make 
some iced coffee and tuck into a 
large piece of Christine's Refrigerated 
Lemon Pie (Norfolk Living July 21st.) 
that has been made for me with 
scrupulous accuracy by a fond 
admirer. 
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N.H.McINTYRE esq. 

of No. 9 Quality Row, Kingston 


NEIL HALLEY McINTYRE is a living 
legend on Norfolk Island. 

As the midwife for the big "Com¬ 
panies" boom of the late ’60s and 
early '70s, he has been a definite 
force in the evolution of Norfolk 
from a remote, near-forgotten island 
j to its present state of affairs. 

In recent Royal Commission hearings 
the counsel assisting the Commissio¬ 
ner said, in effect, "Doesn't it 
appear that Norfolk was peaceful and 
free of dissent, before your arrival, 
and enjoying a generally good rela¬ 
tionship with Australia -- but that 
since your arrival here, the place is 
at odds with Australia, and has much 
dissent -- and you have been the 
main person who has benefitted from 


As the senior partner in a comm¬ 
ercial law practice in Sydney I was 
acquainted with financial and taxation 
problems of people and of companies. 

In the development of Australia which 
followed World War 11 my firm acted 
for a number of large,overseas 
companies - mostly from England and 
U.S.A. - who were either extending 
or establishing their activities in 
Australia. 

Incidentally to this situation, I 
accepted directorships of a number of 
companies originating in Australia. 
Speaking generally, it is undeniable 
that these companies contributed largely 
to postwar development and prosperity 
in Australia. 

This contribution, of course, included 
the provision of employment and the 
encouragement of talent and techniques 
among Australians and New Australians. 
Australian revenue (whether Common¬ 
wealth, State or local government) 
benefitted from the various imposts on 
industry and income-earners. 

Asa director I was continuously aware 
of the problems of stabilising and 
expanding industry because of such 
imposts. As an individual I was also 
continuously aware that the harder I 
worked and the more I earned by my 
efforts the more tax I paid and also 
the more likely the recourse to bank 
borrowing - always assuming that such 
borrowing was available. 

In 19611 had spent some time in 
Nassau in the Bahamas. I had 
conversations with the Governor, the 
Chief justice, the Attorney-General and 
others responsible for administration. 

I appreciated the tourist attractions, 
notably Fort Charlotte, jacarandas 
flowering in the streets, calypso singers 


the change?” 

Mr. McIntyre believes that Norfolk 
was rescued from trouble by tax ha¬ 
ven operations here, starting in the 
latter part of the 1960s. He believes 
the island is headed for further trou¬ 
ble if the tax haven laws are gone 
forever. 

A man of unusual intelligence, 
far out of the ordinary stamp, Mr. 
McIntyre is a figure of power and of 
mystery to many who live on, or 
care about,Norfolk. 

Here is his own story of how he 
came to Norfolk, how the tax haven 
concept was first put into effect, and 
how he regards the island. 

(Based on the Royal Commission 
transcripts; text used by permission.) 


and coral waters. I also conversed, 
among others, with a man whose title, 
if I remember correctly, was Bishop 
of the Order of the Star of Charity in 
the Bahamas. I was impressed by the 
fact that the native-born island 
community had its own culture; was, 
in its way, deeply religious, arid in 
general was extremely poor as well 
as extremely cheerful. 

Nassau was approaching self-govern¬ 
ment. Island young men of particular 
ability, educated at English Universities 
under a scholarship system, returned 
with an academic achievement often 
greater than the Englishmen upon whom 
the responsibility of administration had 
lain. 

In my conversation with those 
Englishmen it was apparent that the 



MR. McINTYRE AT TONTOUTA 
AIRPORT, NEW CALEDONIA 


of its economy and that tourism was an 
incidental matter. 

In January 1963 my wife and I first 
visited Norfolk Island. 

The following are features of its 
economy as I saw it at that time. 

The DC4 plane service left Sydney 
on Saturdays and went on from Norfolk 
I*land the following day. 

By far the greater number of tourists 
came from New Zealand. Qantas 
personnel made upjhe yery few iom < 3r iT 
passengers from Sydney on many flights. 

From memory, Oantas personnel could 
come to Norfolk Island and return for 
,£5. The irlea seemed to be to buy 
duty-free cameras, transistors and 
other items; camp somewhere for the 
Saturday night; and on return to Sydney 
sell off the "loot” to show a handsome 
profit on the weekend. 

So called duty-free good have at 
all times, within my observation, been 
an attraction to New Zealanders. 

Apart from Taylor’s Road in Burnt 
Pine, I do not recall any sealed road. 

In dry weather they gave off clouds 
of red dust. In wet weather roads 
were muddy and slippery. 

The Admi nistration at Kingston had 
some service of electricity from the 
generating plant at the airport. 

Residents depended on their own 
generating or battery storage plant 
for electricity. Kerosene provided 
most lighting,and what refrigeration 
there was. Cooking and water 
heating were generally with wood fuel. 
When night came the Island appeared 
to be more or less in total darkness. 

The "Paradise" at Kingston was the 
only hotel. It had been put together 
' mainly from old fibrolite army huts. 
Mosquitoes were ferocious. The 
plumbing was primitive. Guests were 
warned to drink water only from the 
water bottles of tank rain water in 
their rooms. 

Apart from a few Administration 
vehicles, what motor vehicles there 
were were generally old and dilapidated. 
Mr. K. Prentice, as one of his numerous 
activities, hired out ancient Standard 
8 h.p. cars bought cheaply in Sydney, 
hired out while they would go and then 
pushed over Headstone. I recall doors 
on hire vehicles being kept on with 
rope and’wire. 

Miss Marie Bailey operated "Marie’s 
Tours" with an tfld table-top Ford 
Truck. Passengers were assured of a 
thorough sunburn and at times a 
wetting and probably a watermelon 
morning tea. A good time was had 
by all. 

Parties used to go horse riding; but 
this was becoming less and less 
popular. I do not recall motor bikes. 

Mr. F.J. Needham, as the only 
property agent at the time, showed 
us a number of deserted houses and 
farms and said that he could show us 
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at least titty more inat were aiso lor. 
sale. There wereno buyers. 

A redeeming feature Mas the q&airit 
charm of the old Island ‘residences j: ;: 
which, where still occupied, had 
attractive flower, fruit and 
vegetable gardens. My wife and 
friend, Mrs. D. Ml FegAiYof Sydney; 
later presented a. prize at the Annual 
Show for the best home garden. 

It is understandable but regrettable 
that young people growing up oil the 
Island and ip receipt of ply from a 
regulir job prefer to buy frozen 
, vegetables imported from different 
parts of the world rather than 
cultivate their own fresh vegetables 
as well as fruit and flowers. 

Thte Administrator, Major-General 
Wordsworth (ex Indian Army; ex 
Senator from Tasmania) was 
cheerful but fatalistic. The 
permanent population Was down 
around 800. The whaling station 
having been closed down had put '. 

some 1)6 men out of seasonal 
employment. This followed the 
closure of the cable station at Anson 1 
Bay. 

There was no market for farm 
produce! Bean seed and gerbira seed 
could not keep things going. The 
only hope for the Island lay fn the 
then Australiah'Soverriment official 
policy of encouraging people from 
overseas to come here to tax-free 


living in pleasant ttiougn isolated 
surroundings. Their mortey'^buld , , 

provide some . work for the ajjive- V i? 
bom people who remained!; They 
would not even have to buy land. 

They could have a lease in the 
Middlegate subdivision off Queen 
Elizabeth Avenue. 

Mr. Eric Semple, who later 
bought out his partner in the 
"Paradise Hotel” was enthusiastic 
that the Island had a potential in 
tourism. I think it proper to record 
tribute to Mr. Semple for his help 
to the Island economy by his 
personal efforts. 

The hospital was without many of 
the improvements which are now 
taken for granted; and a solitary 
government medical officer, then 
as now, was in charge. 

I remember a discussion at Govern¬ 
ment House with a medical officer 
who stated that the usual stomach 
upset of visitors had nothing to do with 
septic tanks or organic matter in creeks 
and wells. He maintained that water 
from septic tanks'was fit to drink and 
that running water cleared itself of 
contamination in ten yards. That view 
has .since: receded in favour. 

The Only bank was the Commonwealth 
Savings B'ank conducted in the small 
build ingat the rear of Prentice’s 
store ahd staffed by a manager and a 
boy. The manager rode around on a 


Dike on Fridays to collect what money 
the--people fished tOjbanJt. 'Business 
people, through him*' opjpraijsd cheque 
accounts oh'"the heacf' offfce 'if die bank 
in Sydney. 

On niy return to Sydney I took up with 
the bank the question of why Norfolk 
Island residents had to pay New/South 
Wales stamp duty on their cheques, 
because the bank did not have a trading 
branch here. I was told that nobody . , 
had ever raised the question before, -.The 
Commonwealth Trading Bank qommencec 
a little later and was followed after some 
years by the Batik of New South Kales. 

The shops which I recall at that time 
were :■>: ; 

C.C.R. Nobbs at New Farm Road 
operated by. Miss Valerie Nobbs and 
Mrs. Christine Donkin, daughters of the 
late Mr. C.C- R.; N°bbs and present... ; . 
owners of ."Moira". This is remembered 
as the oldest .store on the Island. 

Lee side, at that time conducted, in , 
Mrs. Cameron’s Leeside residence at 
Burnt Pine and. with.a branch operating, 
in the evenings,at the. Paicadi?eJIoj£|,^ 

Burns Philp (South Sea) Limited with 
some shops at Burnt Pine and Middle- 
gate - both shops having been greatly, 
improved since. As I recall this., * 

company so fat had operated mpsti^s^ 
a grocer .and general stbre^ it 

(TO BE CONTINUED) 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL- GUEST POLICY 


South 

Pacific 

:d j hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may . 
served at a.table beside the swimming.pool. If 
you prefer, /you may sit in the. glass*walled indoor 
Barbecue Rpom overlooking the pool and a backr 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always Includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.5Q, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a'Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housle; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY v 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $4.75); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs hasvx studied on four continents 
and present the bestfln imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-^coloured uniforms. 

Two Requests, please; make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENfOt The South Pacific early 
In your visit"’.'., you'll want to return. 
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Norfolk 
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TO NORFOLK ISLANDERS DOWN 


WHEN THE BUDGET NEEDS HELP 

Our friend Eleanor was telling three 
of us at lunch about the most 
beautiful cupboard in the world, 
which she and her husband had seen the 
day before. 

"It's about a hundred and thirty years 
old, ” she said, "and it would be just 
about perfect in our dining room. " 
"You're going to get it, aren’t you?" 
asked Anne. 

"Oh no. " exclaimed Eleanor. "It 
costs much too much. I wouldn't 
feel right about spending that much 
for something we don't really need. '* 

. "What does your husband say?" 1 
asked. (I'm a non-libber. Please 
call me Mrs.) 

"What he always says, “If you want 
it, get it. ” said Eleanor. "And of 
course it would be something of value 
to hand down to the children." Then 
she shook her head. "But no, it costs 
too much. ” 

"You really and truly want it?” asked 
Bertha. "Then GET it. " Feed him 
zsoncki for a week or two weeks, and 
get it." 

I'm not sure what zsoncki is, and 
I'm most certainly not sure how to 
spell it, but in any language, in any 
proper household, some version of it 


making the best of odds and ends. 
(N. B.) I'm not sure what helps the 
budget on Norfolk. Here it would 
probably be an omelette, plain or 
with fresh bean sprouts or bits of 
cheese or what have you? 

Or - baked hash - - brown ham - 
burger mince or dice left over 
meat or chicken. Chop an onion, 
some potatoes (cooked or raw), add 
whatever left-over gravy or meat 
broth you need to moisten - top 
with bread or cracker crumbs and 
bake at 350 degrees until flavours 
are blended. 

Or - Rice cooked in chicken or 
meat stock or bouillon cu bes and 
water. Add bits of left-over 
chicken or meat and for the last 
few minutes of cooking add 
chopped celery or chopped radishes, 
or a water chestnut or two. 

Of course left-over fish is good 
with rice too. A tin of tuna (not 
drained) is fine, but if fish is used, 
rice should be cooked in court 
bouillon (made by boiling bones 
and head of fish in water, plus an 
onion and celery leaves (or flakes). 

Or - Rice Salad - with bits of 
fish or chicken or ham plus some¬ 
thing crisp like diced celery plus ; 
salad dressing. 

Or - Corn Chowder,which is very 
cheap, ) 

1 tin corn (whole kernel or creamed. 

2 cups medium white sauce. 

2 cups diced (cooked) potatoes, (or 



is concocted when the budget needs 
help. 

Louis, the famous French.chef, 
once.wro.te that many a fortune has 
its beginning in the mother’s 
market basket. And you 'may be 
sure every one of those mothers had 
special recipes for zsonckis, stews, 
goulashes, hashes, pastas, and 
gallimaufries en casserole to help 
the family achieve what they wanted 

In fact many of the best dishes known 
■to person-kind (that sounds pretty 
silly) were invented by thrifty cooks 


how many have you?). 

Combine, season well and heat to 
taste. If you have an egg or two, 
garnish with yoke of hard boiled egg - 
press through a tea strainer, first 
adding the hard-boiled egg white'to 
the corn mixture. Serve with 
croutons made from left-over bread 
cut into cubes and toasted to crispness 
when the oven is being used for other 
baking. 


Norfolk Cooks - What is your 
favourite Zsoncki? 


LI VI NG 

LORD ROCHESTER'S MONKEY 
by Graham Greene. 



Graham Greene is best known for 
writing novels with a strong Roman 
Catholic flavour — like all converts 
he seems more Catholic than the Pope 
himself and in this respect even out¬ 
does G. K. Chesterton. In his recent t 
books he trumpets his Catholicism ■ 
abroad as a lover (supposedly) wears . 
his heart on his sleeve. I can't think 
why a new religion to a convert 
is as a newly-scrubbed face is ,to 
small boy - essential'that he havfe : ib- 
but of no concern or interest except 
to the immediate family and certainly 
not to be blazed abroad in print. 

So the fact that "Lord Rochester's 
Monkey" is a straight biography with 
no theological bias or Romish over¬ 
tones is due to the fact that the manu¬ 
script was written in the nineteen- , 
thirties but stayed unpublished till' 197 4. 
This was not due to any wish on The 
part of the author for four decades of 
revision, but rather that both the 
climate of the times and the laws of 
pornography made it impossible to 
publish when written. It took the 
"Lady Chatterley's Lover" case tp 
thaw the moral and legal freeze-up 
sufficiently for books such as the one 
under review, that will shock nobody, 
to be able to be published. 

At heart everybody would have 
wished, to have been a Restoration rake, 
but preferably with all the comforts 
of modern medicine to combat the 
effects. Rochester was certainly a 
rake, .but paid for his excesses with an 
early death at 33, caused in equal 
parts by alcoholism, syphilis and mercury 
poisoning, the last supposedly the anti¬ 
dote to the second. But until this book 
came out few people realised that 
Rochester was much more than a rake . 
and as a poet was rated second only to 
Dryden. But as opposed to Dryden's 
heroic couplets that sound like jOVe 
trumpeting a summons to Pope, 
Rochester’s polloquial verse sounds 
like'the apotheosis of Donne.. 

Because much of his poetry was 
satirical it has never dated; colloquial 
satire will live long after the 
high-flown sentiment and over-blown 
hyperbole of other poets has long 
since been inferred. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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Business 


Ifriuay exchange RATES I 

\ 22nd August, 

1975 

A$1 bought - J 

UK 

£E 

: 6039 

NZ 

$NZ 

1.1966 

FRANCE 

F.Fr 

5. 542 

H/KONG 

HK$: 

6.421 

JAPAN 

YEN 378.30 1 

N'LANDS 

F 

3.343 

SWITZ'D 

S.Fr. 

3.394 

W. GERMANY- 

Dm. 

3.255 

FIJI "s- 

F$ 

1. 0688 

USA 

US$ 

1.2780 

NOUMEA 

CP.Fr. 

100.76 

NEW. GUINEA 


PAR 

| (Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) | 


Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 38 20/8/75 

ERIC and THELMA Semple's resi¬ 
dential status revoked, (technical 
reasons.) 

No. 39 21/8/75 
WATERS PROHIBITED for spear- 
fishing: from a Point Ross-to-Point 
Hunter-line shoreward, and the 
coastline of Phillip Island. 

SPEARGUN CONTROL Ordinance 
comes into operation 1/9/75 
APPLICANTS for residential status: 
Allan & Joyce. Dyer, William & 

Ada Forsyth, Rodney & Jill Karl. 

JOHN CR1PPS authorised as a motor 
vehicle inspector. 

LIGHTERAGE CHARGES minimum 
charge henceforth $1. 

CLERICAL ASST, position open, 
see Marie Freshwater. 

HOLDEN Sedan (GovtGaztteDigst 
4/8) sold to LRAnderson for $957. 
ESTATE OF Winifred Mary Sim- 
monds: Carol Yager may be execu¬ 
trix 3/9/75. 

SYDNEY CONSOLIDATED Ltd. to 
be wound up. 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

■ AIR NEW ZEALAND reported 
Friday that 1500kg of air freight was 
on hand at Auckland airport waiting 
shipment to Norfolk, resulting in 
delays. 

Air Freight from Sydney continues 
through this week to be under a 
virtual embargo , with only urgent 
shipments being accepted until 
school holiday passenger traffic 
begins flowing back to the mainland. 

Backlogs in both cities should clear 
quickly early next month, when cargo 
space and passenger seats to Norfolk 
should become plentiful for a few 
weeks. 


SAVAGE INCOME TAX assessments 
have been made on the Island's largest 
trading company, Burns Philp. 

As a result of various taxes stemming 
from the Act of 1973, BP’s has been 
assessed 82.6 per cent of its profit in 
tax in 1973, 75.4 per cent in 1974, and 
for the year ended June 1975 would pay 
more than 70 per cent. 

"Such a tax burden is completely 
intolerable, and clearly places the 
continuance of BP’s trading activities 
on the Island very much in jeopardy, " 
Mr. H.L. Thomas, the company's 
Financial Advisor, has told the Royal 
Commission. 

Bp’s had never taken advantage of its 
extensive trading activities in New 
Hebrides for tax avoidance. 

"It would be the envy of many 
companies in Australia who would 
wish to do this" Mr. Thomas said. 

Company ships began servicing 
Norfolk in 1895, Mr. Thomas told 
the Commission, and the store opened 
in 1928. 

BP’s was a good employer to its 51 
staff, 46 of whom were hired on the 
Island, 25 permanent residents by 
descent or marriage. 

Workers' Compensation was provided, 
and a superannuation scheme, four 
weeks annual leave and sick leave were 
available to most employees. 

The wages bill came to over $200, 000 
a year. 

A starting wage of $45 per week was 
paid to an adult shop girl with the 
average being about $61 for the 37 hour 
week. 

Mr. Thomas flatly denied that prices 
had risen because of taxes . 

The allegation was "totally inaccurate" 
he said. 

"Competition by other traders not 
subject to taxation doesn't permit an 
increase in margins” Mr. Thomas said. 

Figures showed the margin on groceries 
was the same as four years ago. 

Hardware gross profit was lower this 
year than last. ' 

The gross profit on tourist goods as a 
percentage was leSs than it was two 
years ago. 

Mr. Thomas said representations to 
the Taxation Department had drawn 
the comment that BP's was an 
unfortunate casualty of -an act designed 
to plug a loophole exploited by other 
companies. 

Sympathy among politicians of all 
parties was dispelled by a letter from the 
then treasurer, Mr. Crean, misrepresent¬ 
ing the company's position. 


laugh, you may be next) 

An approach later to the Deputy 
Opposition Leader Mr. Lynch, elicited 
the information that he would make a 
token objection to the act, but its 
passage was a forgone conclusion 
because it had been traded against 
a wine bill. 

In further criticism, Mr. Thomas 
said the Taxation Department had not 
taken advantage of its powers of 
discretion except to make the 
company pay the highest possible 
taxation. 

Paying the 45 per cent Australian 
company tax would make a 
reasonable profit doubtful. 

Added to this was the withholding 
tax of 30 per cent from any dividends 
paid. 

The effective tax rate could thus 
be 6l£ per cent. 

Shareholders expected ten per cent 
on the $400, 000 plus investment. 

Profit for the financial year 1973 
was $25, 000 and for 1974 was 
$23, 550. 

No dividend was paid because of 
the need for extra working capital 
caused by inflation. 

Because of a restructuring within 
the BP group, the Norfolk branch 
could be declared a private company 
by the Taxation Department and 
force distribution of profits, with 50 
per cent tax payable. 

In addition, the department had 
disallowed claims for depreciation on 
the grounds that a new company was 
trading since the reorganisation. 

Mr. Thomas denied a suggestion 
by Junior Counsel assisting die 
Commission, Mr. Gallop, that he 
was telling a "hearts and flowers 
story" on behalf of the Australian 
residents who owned the Norfolk 
operation, 

"We can't claim to be Pitcairn 
descendants, but we have been 
trading here 47 years, and before 
that supplying and trading from 
ships virtually since 1897." 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Syd. Akl. AH Bne. Bne . 
M 4.25 5.15 10.30 11.45 
1 - - - 
V/ 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 - 10.00 

V - - 2.00 - 

F 4.25 5.15 10.30 11.45 - 

f 1.45 2.40 10.30 11.45 - 10.00 

■S 4.25 5.15 10.30 11.452.00 - 
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From SYDNEY 


| y \.JlI/fe de Voyage-7 

|S j ' DUE DEPART SYDNEY 3rd SEPTEMBER 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 7th 
Cargo bookings are now being re¬ 
ceived for this sailing and eargojisj 
expCct^d./o Be received &ont Friday 
29th August at 1 Walsh Bay, Sydney 

■ ’ POlUf ' dte 'FRANC E' - Vby ag e 54 

THE NEW LEADERS T :t ': pue mpaIt syi# ® sep^mbfr 

DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 3 OCTOBER 

are pleased to advise their schedule ^ |V !! 

of services from Sydney and Auckland 

From AUCKLAND 


ILF d e L UM TERE - Vay hge 7" 

DUE DEPART Ois/EHUNGA 13 September 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 15 September 
Book space now for this direct sailing 
from Onehunga to Norfolk Island 

ILE de LUMilfc.fe' - Voyage 7 
__ (A gain) 

DUE DEPART ONEHUNGA 10 October 
DUE ARRIVE NORFOLK 12 October 


NEVER BEFORE HAS. THE. , . 
SERVICE BEEN SO GOOD, , 
SHIP C. C. C, 


Further information available 
from GEOFF (Phone 2018) or KEN (2131) 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 

Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney;. Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 





SPORTS 


ROGER NEWMAN 


11 f s the Blues! 

BLUES WIN D1CKETT SHIELD FOR 1975 
IN HARD, FAST, OPEN FOOTBALL WITH 

VICTORY SURE ONLY IN FINAL MINUTES 


How they scored 

Greens’ Tries: Peter Poole, Spuddy 
Douran and Shane Quintal (3). 
Conversions: Skeet Anderson (3) - a 
total of 21. 

Blues' Tries; Ducky, David Sanders 
and Allen Bataille (3). 

Conversions; Sid Cooper (3) - 

penalties: Sid Cooper (1) - a total of 
26. 


THE BEST CROWD of the season 
was parked around the Kingston Oval 
yesterday afternoon with large 
numbers of supporters and spectators 
gathered round to see the Grand 
Final for the Dickett Shield between 
the Greens and the Blues. 

At half way on the northern side¬ 
line the Blues' supporters were 
gathered in a large throng and 
opposing them on the opposite 
sideline were the Reds' supporters, 
while just along from the Blues' 
mob the Green machine mechanics 
and well wishers were gathered, so 
the stage was set for a really 
exciting game on a good pitch, 
although soft in places with a dull, 
humid and overcast day. 

Greens kicked off towards Govern¬ 
ment House and were straight away 
hard on attack and looking as if 
they were meaning business. 

Referee Rod Karl awarded the 
Greens a penalty about one metre 
from the Blue line and Peter Poole 
sold a beautiful dummy then spun 
around to score the try which Skeet 
Anderson couldn't convert to put 
them in the lead 3 - nil. 

Blues went straight back on to 
attack and were awarded a penalty 
which Sid Cooper couldn't kick. 

The game was very fast and hard 
with both teams playing well, 
although Greens seemed to have the 
edge. 

After 10 minutes Spuddy Douran 
for the Greens scored a good try 
which Skeet Anderson converted to 
make the score 8 - nil. 

A lot of eye brows were raised and 
the large throng on the northern 
touchline was very quiet. ‘ 

. After 20 minutes. Ducky for the 
Blues crossed over in the corner after 
constant Blues’ pressure having the 
overlap. Sid Cooper made the 
conversion successful to put the score 
to 8 - 5 to the Greens. 


Blues kept on the attack and David 
Sanders scored to level the score to 
8 all. 

Greens kept up their pressure right on 
to half time during which Shane 
Quintal, playing a dazzler of a game, 
scored two tries one of which Skeet 
Anderson converted to make the half 
time score 16 - 8 to the Greens. 

From the kick off in the second half 
it looked like an upset if the Greens 
could keep up the pressure. 

After one minute Ducky had crossed 
the Green line to edge their score 
closer to 11 and Greens 16. The second 
half was developing into a pretty 
torrid affair, the result being that 
some of the Referee's decisions were 
not clear to either side which lead 
to scrappy, unsettled, play from both 
sides. Blues came out on top with 
most of the Referee's decisions 
going their way inspite of their being, 
on most occasions, the team without 
‘ the ball, and hard on defence. 

Shane Quintal was having a beaut 
game and tidied up the Greens' 
disjointed attack time and time 
agaih before scoring his third try of 
the match which Skeet Anderson 
converted to put Greens in front by 
21 - 11 . 

At this stage all the Greens had to 
do was to hang on, but the Blues 
pressed, and after constant pressure 
David Sanders scored his second try 
which Sid Cooper converted to make 
the score 21 - 16 to Greens. 

Blues were looking very tired with 
20 minutes to go and didn't look 
as if they could save the match, but 
constant trouble with the Referee from 
the Greens gave them the advantage 
to put Allen Bataille in for a try which 
Cooper converted to level the score 
at 21 all. 

Try as they could, The Greens w.ere 
repeatedly penalized on attack, which 
on occasions, surprised the for indis¬ 
cretions that nobody could see but 
the Blues took full advantage of this 


and really found that extra life which 
put David Sanders in for his third try 
which Cooper couldn't convert but 
put Blues ahead 24 - 21. 

The dying moments had the crowd 
on their feet but a Cooper penalty 
sealed the Dickett Shield for the Blues 
making the score 26 -21 at full time. 

The Blues scored six tries to the 
Greens 5 to win the game and the 
Shield. A terrific game of football 
from both teams resulting in a good 
game to watch but a disheartening 
game to play in view of some of the 
Referee's decisions ■ 

Congratulations to the Blues who 
have come through thick and thin 
to win the Shield. 

Next week Reds play Greens, the 
winner of which will play the Blues 
for the B. P. Cup. 

Shane Quintal was named the player 
of the day to a resounding round of 
applause at the after-match function 
for his contribution and three fine tries. 


vfl results 

Nth. Melbourne 16.15. Ill beat St. Kilda 
6.5.41, Richmond 2 0.16.136 beat 
Essendon 17.15.117. Footscray 18.7.115 
beat Sth. Melbourne 10.15.75. Fitzroy 
11.13.79 beat Carlton 10.14.74 Geelong 
10.10.70 beat Melbor 

lol 10.7 0 beat Melbourne 8.16. 64 
Collingwood 7.15. 57 beat Hawthorn 
3.9.27. 


vfl la^er 


Hawthorn 68 points 

Carlton 60 " 

Nth. Melbourne 52 " 

Richmond 48 ” 

Collingwood 48 " 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


BAKER McOOY’S drawing of the 
first aircraft landing on Norfolk 
(Foxy's Sketchbook last week) has 
brought a lot of aviation history 
tumbling out. 

Francis Chichester delivered the 
first air mail to Norfolk when he 
called here on April Fools Day, 

1931. He landed offshore in ZK-AKK, 
his Gypsy Moth. 

The first plane to land on Norfolk 
was.the Lockheed Hudson, as 
Foxy's sketch showed. It was 
accompanied by another Hudson that 
didn't land, but dropped three bags 
of potatoes and a half carcass .of 
lamb for the N. Z. troops stationed 
here. No chutes were attached, 
simplifying the job of mashing the J 
spuds. fj 

Fate must have intended that Foxy C 
be Norfolk's Postmaster, because he ' 
accepted djjMtyei’ySof the.fikst air 
parcel evlrdropped on the Island. 

In about a%s.n Am 

Boeing Clip^S^U^^ 
dropped a package, that bounced 
onto the ground near the flagstaff. 

It had a streamer trailing after it, 
to aid its being noticed. 

Foxy and Val Adams chased it. 
Shortly afterward the Admini¬ 
strator's staff car swept up. The 
boys were ordered to hand over the 
package, which was a parcel meant 
for the Admin. 

While a class C flying boat named 
the Oatiaroa occasionally dropped 
mail and newspapers, to Norfolk, 

Les Brown's records show that it 
wasn't until 1947 that commercial 
air service started. On October 14th 
that year pilot L.R. Ambrose landed 
a Lancastrian that inaugurated the 
Sydney-to-Norfolk service, and a 
little over three weeks later, on 
November 7th, pilot L. M. 

Pirie landed a DC3 (ZK-APB, 
belonging to N. A. C.) that began 
the Auckland-Norfolk route. 

As wixh so many other fields of 
enterprise on Norfolk, there had 
been dreams and efforts to get 
something going years earlier., 

A Mr. A.R. Osborne of Auckland 
had developed a vision splendi d 
back in 1927. He visited Norfolk 
in January that year, and on 
returning home he wrote to the New 


Zealand Government as follows: 

"I returned yesterday from N.I. 
after a stay there of nearly three 
weeks and have lots to say in 
reference to various things in 
connection therewith which I must 
postpone to a future day as I have 
piles of work to get through. The 
one important point I should 



like you to take up is this; 

“If I find the capital for an air 
service say twice weekly to run 
from Auckland to Sydney via N.I. 
and Lord Howe Island, would the 
Government give me a contract 
and subsidy for carrying the mails? 

"I wish I could see you to talk 
matters over it's so much more 
satisfactory than letter writing, is there 
any chance of your coming to Auckland? 

"Kindly drop me a line as soon as 
convenien t. and oblige in haste.'' 

Mr. Osborne was actually thinking of 
a good deal more than an air service. 
While at Norfolk he had written this 
letter to M.V. Murphy, Acting 
Administrator: 

"Pursuant to our conversation of this 
day, I now beg on behalf of the Norfolk 
Island Amusements (a Company to be 
formed and registered under the 
Companies Act as a limited company 
with a paid up capital of not less than 
£50, 000) to apply for the lease of 
Sections No.s 1,2,3, 4, and 5, Quality 
Row, Kingston, also Blocks No.s 67a and 
67c and as much as is available to 67d; 
also about 2{ acres on the Government 


Reserve. All leases to be made in my 
name. 

On the Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 in Quality 
Row, it is proposed to erect a Hostelry 
and offices, which will be built to 
accommodate about 100 guests, with all 
the latest improvements to cost not less 
than from £10, 000 to £15, 000. On ... 
Section No. 1 stables etd., will be 
provided . In addition to the main • 
buildings on Sections,2,3 aad'4, GBp? /• 
provision will bo made for Ite 
Cream and soft dt;ink parlours and ah '. 
up-to-date general store.'' 

The Company also has in mind the 
building of a suitable motor steamer £ . 
with a speed of not less than 15 
knots for the carrying of passengers i i 
and cargo between Auckland. 

Norfolk Island, Lord Howe Island V‘ 
and Sydney. In the meantime the ... 
N.Z. Government have given an •" ■> 
assurance that the present service 
will be maintained by title "Hinemoa" 
until the end of this year. 

On the 2^ acres of Government 
Reserve applied for, it is proposed to 
form Tennis Courts, Bowling greens 
and Croquet Lawns for the use of 
' guests in connection with the JJptel, ? 
and to cater in every way for amjarla 
wide tourist trade, and hold T,i 
international Sports and Tournaments. 

At the present time there is really 

no suitable accommodation avail- _ 

ahle for a first class tourist trade, 

which is preventing a large number .if A 

of people from coming to the Island, 

and the activities proposed by the 

Company will greatly assist in 

bringing die Island more into 

prominence thereby enhancing it’s 

progress and increasing it's 

popularity. 

In the event of my being able to 
formulate a scheme for an aeroplane 
service to start from Sydney, taking 
in Lord Howe Island, Norfolk Island 
and Auckland, would the Government 
grant me the right to form a base on. 

Water Mill Valley or any other suit¬ 
able site available. 

As it is desired to get our architect 
to work on the plans as speedily as 
possible, which have to go to 
.ondon for approval, where the 
necessary capital is being arranged, 
shall esteem it a great favour if.you 
can let me have a reply as early as 
onvenient, and oblige, " 





SENDER; 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia lltf 
To New Zealand 24c 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk, 

We'd like to take 
the next step by) 
handing you out? 

"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one f- we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



■.-FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 







MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 1975 


FIFTEEN CENTS 


NIA Gets new plane, official airline status 

A NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES has 

been approved by the Department 
of Transport as a scheduled airline 
operating between Ndrfolk and 
Brisbane and between Norfolk and 
Lord Howe Island. 

1 Chief Pilot Tony Snel brought 

"Out of all tjie word of the Department's new offi- 

planes I’ve cial recognition of NIA when he 

flown, it’s t)ie landed the airline’s new Beechcraft 

f' k. __ ****»m%Wl most beautiful Super KingAir for the first time at 

to fly" is the Norfolk Airport yesterday afternoon, 

verdict of He had completed a more-than- 

pilot Tony halfway-round-the-world flight 

Snel after he from Wichita, Kansas via the Atlan- 

v from the new Because of military manoevres at 

ted by U. S. authorities to use the 


N.I.COURT PLAN 


ARRANGEMENTS HAVE been com¬ 
pleted for the Norfolk Island Court 
of Petty Sessions to sit as frequently 
as necessary, with local Magistrates 
on the bench. 

Chief Magistrate C. F. Kilduff and 
other Canberra Magistrates of the lo¬ 
cal court will take turns visiting 
every other month. 

The visiting Magistrates will hear- 
any matters that may have arisen 
since the previous sitting, of local 
Magistrates — but there is no plan 
for special cases to be held back un¬ 
til a mainland Magistrate arrives. 

Resident Magistrates include Fred 
Jowett, Ken Nobbs, Jimmy Olsson, 
George Park, Brenda Reed and Ross 
Reynolds. 

At a meeting last Wednesday they 
agreed on a roster system for hand¬ 
ling court sittings. 

Tomorrow the court will sit with 
Mr. Olsson,'Mr, Park and Mrs. Reed 
on the bGnch. 

On each occasion when the court is 
presided over by three local Mag is- 
trates, they will agree which of the 
three will be chairman for the day 
and sit cen tre of the bench. 


At tomorrow's sitting the docket in¬ 
cludes two charges of dangerous dri¬ 
ving, two of malicious damage, one 
of speeding and one of assault, a$ 
well as a civil case for debt recovery. 

It is expected the court will sit 
every two weeks, more or less often 
when the case load requires. 

Between now and next May, one of 
the main objects of the visiting Ma¬ 
gistrates will be to train the local 
Magistrates, who will take turns fit¬ 
ting on the bench with them. 


landing field there. 

He was sole pilot for the total of 
63 hours 40 minutes flying time 
from Wichita to Norfolk. 

The longest hop was across the At¬ 
lantic from St. Johns, Newfound¬ 
land to Shannon, Ireland, which 
took hours in the air. 

A crowd of about 250 residents 
turned out to see the new craft ar¬ 
rive, including babes in arms, and 
a score of littlies perched on the 
white fence at the edge of the tar¬ 
mac. 

They watched the green-and-goId 
striped white plane whistle overhead 
in a ceremonial fly-over at 5.15pm. 


Administrator leaves; Doctor leaving 


HUNDREDS of islanders went to the 
airport Saturday to farewell the ex- 
Administrator, Air Cdre Pickerd and 
his wife Gina. 

Cars filled the car park and spilled 
out into Douglas Drive bringing a. 
steady stream of well-wishers to 
shake hands with the couple. 

Mr and Mrs Pickerd will live 
in Canberra in future. 

Meanwhile, a new doctor is to 
be announced as the Norfolk Med¬ 
ical Officer. 

He is Dr Sexton, of the Royal 


Adelaide Hospital. 

Dr Sexton, his wife, also a doctor 
and their three children are due to 
arrive before the end of the year. 

It is believed, however, that his 
wife will not practice. 

Dr Henry Smith , the present 
island MO, and his wife Phillida, 
will not leave as soon as the the 
Sextons arrive. 

Dr Smith has two months leave 
accumulated, and will spend the 
time on Norfolk. 








Photographies? 

Think MILTONS! 


Our photographic selection 
cannot be beaten 
in range and price 


BOLEX Bowl in and be stumped by our prices 

NIKON Synonymous with professional photography 
EUMIG The only people for sound movies 

PENTAX We of the leaders in SLR photography 

CABIN The biggest-selling slide projector on Norfolk 
Other great names: MINOLTA RICOH MAMIYA ELMO 

TOPCON HOYA VLVITAR EUMIG KONICA NIKONOS 
Also KODAK and AGFA films available 


Norfolk's Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS GIFTWARE JAEGER 



QANTAS GETS A 20 PER CEIJT FARE RISE 


PLUS 95 CENTS A KILO 

QAKTAS FARES went up 20fe last 
Tuesday. / . 

A return fare to Sydney is now $188.2-6, 
up from $156.8Q. 

About 25 residents who held unused 
tickets bought before the fare increase' 
will be able to use them without added 
cost if they leave for Sydney-by Sept- : 
ember 24th. 

Passengers who hold one half of a 
return ticket will be able to make the 
return trip without added cost until 
late August next year. 

Cargo too 

Air cargo rates are up moderately 
from 53c to 58c per kg under 45kg, and 
from 40c to 44c per kg over 45. 

The air cargo priority rate, which has 
applied to all cargo during recent heavy 
traffic weeks, remains at $1 per kg. 

Excess baggage rates have zoomed up 
from 53c to95c per kg. 

Instead of air cargo rates applying to 
excess baggage, the new charge 


A REVISED EDITION of Norfolk's 
best selling book "The Pitcairners" is 
now in the library -- revisions and 
corrections made in the author’s own 
handwriting. 

journalist Robert Nicolson. who 
went home to Sydney on Saturday 
after a four week holiday, took the 
opportunity of bringing the book up 
to date. 

Sadly, a lot of old friends have 
died since Angus and Robertson 
published the book ten years ago, 

Mr Nicolson notes --Daddy Bill 
Quintal, Les Quintal, Aunt Jinny 
and Aunt Jemima among them. 

Mr Nicolson made two trips a 
year to Norfolk while researching 
his book. 

The book is no longer available, 
but Mr Nicolson expects the 
revised version - - revisions in 
print, that is -- will be out late 
next year. 

’Wlldwind’ wreck 

A full chapter will tell the story 
of Captain Josiah Knowles and the 
crew of his ship the "Wildwind." 

The ship was wrecked on Oeno 
Island. Captain Knowles left some 
men behind on Oeno and made his 
way with a small group to Pitcairn. 

He planned to enlist help to rescue 
the survivors left behind -- but he 
found Pitcairn deserted, for the 
community had just moved to 
Norfolk. 
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ON EXCESS BAGGAGE 

is 17c of the passenger fare for 
each kg overweight. 

, The passenger fare increase is 
only half as much as Qantas 
was hoping to have approved by the 
Department of transport. 

On the accounting basis used by 
Qantas, the new fares will still 
leave the Sydney-Norfolk service 
operating at a rate of over $300, 000 
loss per year, or well over $1000 per 
return flight. 

Four weeks ago Qantas was hoping 
that the Department would approve 
increases that would put the Norfolk 
run on the same fare-per-kilometre 
basis as domestic flights. The 
Australian Financial Review reported 
that "the typical medium distance 
airline on this basis would be charging 
a fare of $114 on the Sydney-Norfolk 
route, a distance of 1,675 kilometres." 

Qantas was also hoping that the 
increase could have taten effect by 
mid-August, and lost an additional 
$15, 000 or so because of the delay. 


in own hand 

"They spent nine months on 
Pitcairn Island." 

"They pulled some houses down to 
build boats to go to Tahiti" Mr. 
Nicolson said.'. 

Pitcairners returning from Norfolk 
had blamed the French for the 
damage. 

Knowles men made a flag on 
Pitcairn from an altar- cloth left 
behind by George Hunn Nobbs. 

"The flag is on display in a 
maritime museum in San Francisco" 
said Mr Nicolson an. 


HEMISPHERE HOLDINGS has Written 
to Island authorities saying that 
arrangements are proceeding for 
building commencement on the Anson 
Bay Regent-Kingfisher Hotel. 

In his last week of office 
Administrator E. T. Pickerd spoke 
with Mr. Eric Towell of Hemisphere, 
saying that the Norfolk Building 
Board wanted further plans and 
extensive information before it 
could pass judgment on the project. 

At the weekend Mr. Pickerd had 
received a letter from the company 
saying that the information requested 
was being collated, and that 
arrangements to start construction 
were in train. 

If construction does not start in the 


Brief post rise 
reprieve for N| 
as urgent law 
is drafted ! 

POSTAL RATES in Australia nearly 
double today, but the increases won’t 
apply on the Island for a week or 
perhaps longer. 

Norfolk’s rates are set by a now- 
outmoded law tying them to the rates 
of the Australian Post Master General’s 
Department, which no longer exists. 

Administrator E.T. Pickerd, after a 
study by Legal Adviser David Rumpit, 
has asked the Department of the 
Capital Territory to put through an 
amendment to the Norfolk Act under 
urgency provisions. 

A debate on whether Norfolk should 
have rates identical with Australia will 
have to wait for a while. The 
amendments asked for are simply 
changing PMG references to Postal 
Commission references. 

Norfolk Postage can’t be increased 
until the amendments have been 
passed by the Australian Parliament 
and gazetted. But the bad news is 
working its way through Canberra 
machinery, and when it emerges it 
will be: 

Letters to Australia up from 10c to 18c. 
Non-standard articles 50g or less up 
from 11c to 20c. 

Airmail letters (per 10g): Papua New 
Guinea, New Zealand! New Hebrides 
New Caledonia, up from 15c to 25c; 
Fiji, Tahiti, Cook Is., Tonga, 
Singapore, Indonesia up from 20c to 
30c; Japan, India. S. E. Asia up 
from 25c to 35c; U.S.A., Mexico, 
Madagascar etc. up from 30c to 40c; 
U. K., Europe, etc. up from 35c to 
45c. 

Parcel Post: typical increaseja 1kg 
parcel to Sydney, up from 72c to 
$ 1 . 20 . 


with Kingfisher plans 

next 30 days the project will have to 
be re-negotiated with the 
Administrator and Council. 

Mr. Pickerd has prepared a two-page 
position report on the situation, which 
has been sent to Councillors. He 
suggested Council may wish to 
reconsider the future of the project. 

The subject has been placed in the 
number two position on the general 
business agenda for Council meeting 
day after tomorrow. ' 


NORFOLK'S TWO NEW POLICEMEN 
are both Northern Territory veterans - 
Constable Ken Charge, who arrived 
yesterday, and Constable Chandler, 
due in four weeks. 
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Author revises library copy of ’Pitcairners’ 


Hemisphere presses on 




You get a lot for 
your money in this 
handsome hauler. 



Its wheelbase is longer than 
other models in its class. 

And its cargo bed is longer and 
wider. So you can pack a hefty 
payload. It is easy. 

So you can load up and go quickly. 
Your husky 1600cc overhead cam 
engine will move you out with 
muscle. You can drive over the 
roughest of roads. 


To back you up, you get a semi- 
elliptic leaf spring in the rear with the 
same type of shocks. You also get a 
rough and tough wishbone axle up 
front and a semi-floating one in back. 


Last, but not least, little features 
like your flashing hazard lights, 
laminated safety windshield and 
steel-bar-protected rear window, all 
add up to a solid safe investment for you. 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC ■ 2899 
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YOU DIDN’T BORROW MONEY TO START A BUSINESS 
BACK IN THE OLD DAYS ON NORFOLK ISLAND 


Third generation 
should forfeit 
Pitcairn rights 

The right of Pitcairn descendants to 
enter Norfolk Island freely should be 
forfeited, businessman Ken Nobbs 
told the Royal Commission, if 
grandfather and father had abandoned 
die Island. 

But unrestricted entry should apply 
to Islanders with two generations of 
paternal domicile -- that is where 
both father and grandfather were 
bom and lived on the Island. 

"Numerous families of Norfolk 
Islanders overseas haven't lived here 
for two generations" Mr. Nobbs said. 

"Yet under the current system, their 
children can come in and take up 
domicile. 

"I think, if they have been away 
that long, they have accepted 
nationality or citizenship of the 
country in which they have resided 
for two generations." 

"You are the first person to my 
knowledge to advance the idea of 
rights being forfeited because of an 
abandonment of the Island” Counsel 
assisting the Commission, Mr. Cedric 
Hampson Q. C., commented. 

Mr. Nobbs said he was proprietor of 
Cameralines, had an insurance agency, 
was a partner in a shipping agency, and 
a member of die Chamber of Commerce. 

In answer to a question, Mr. Nobbs 
said there wpre no Pitcairners on the 
Executive Committee or Co-opted 
Committee of the Chamber. 

Of the 53 members, five, including 
himself, were Pitcairn descendants. 


Gledhill off home 

PASTOR RON GLEDHILL and his 
wife left Norfolk after filling in for 
a month for Pastor John Sharp. Mr. 
Gledhill said they, were overwhelmed 
by the hospitality of the Islanders. 


There was never any thought in the 
old days that you could borrow money 
to start a business, guest house 
proprietor Jean Mitchell said at the 
Royal Commission. 

"If we didn’t have the money to buy 
anything we did without till the money 
was there" Mrs. Mitchell said. 

She agreed with a suggestion by 
Counsel assisting the Commission that 
it would be a good idea if Islanders 
held a bigger share of the tourist 
industry. 

"I would love to see it, and I would 
be very proud" Mrs. Mitchell told the 
Commission. 

She preferred to call her guest house 
an Island home, Mrs. Mitchell told 
the Royal Commission. 

She only had ten guests, and the 
home was not licensed and did not 
have a telephone. 

"I try to show guests how we lived 
years ago -- happy family life" she 
said. 

"They help pick and prepare fruit and 
vegetables for jam-making and pre¬ 
serves. 

"They all sit at the one table 'and pass 

Island malcontents are 

Norfolk's malcontents were mainly 
newcomers, Mrs. Kathryn Celia Bigg, 
30, told the Royal Commission. 

"Persons on the Island agitating for 
change seem to be recent settlers, 
not of Pitcairn descent, who wish to 
change die Island for their own 
interests" Mrs. Bigg said in a joint 
submission with her husband, Arthur 
Bi gg- 

Mrs. Bigg said she was born in 
England and was married to Kenneth 
Arthur Bigg, born in Sydney of 
Pitcairn descent. 


the salt and pepper and exchange 
shopping bargains. " 

It was a happy family atmosphere. 
Islanders had a great respect and love 
for elders, and there were no unwanted 
old people and no unwanted children 
Mrs. Mitchell said. 


Plans to the people 

Land use planning should be done 
by people who lived on the Island, 
according to 47-year-old Owen 
Evans. 

"Plans should not be made by 
people like Westerman and Coldham, 
who were only here for a short time" 
Mr. Evans told the Royal Commission, 

A piece of land for- a young couple to 
build on was more important than a 
grand plan, Mr. Evans said. 

He was worried that too much was 
being concentrated into the Burnt Pine 

Septic tanks there were likely to 
spoil the good underground water that 
had stood up to droughts. 


mainly newcomers, the 
Commission is told 

They settled on the Island in 1967, 
since then, Mrs. Bigg had been 
secretary to the Administrator, 
secretary to the Council, had held 
four executive posts in the Wives 
and Mothers Club, had been 
secretary of the Bi-Centenary 
Committee and was a member of 
the Younger Residents Movement. 

The Biggs felt that Norfolk should 
remain an external Territory of 
Australia, internal affairs controlled 
by a nine-member Executive 
Council, with Pitcairners guaranteed 
five seats. 

Changes Mrs. Biggs would like to 
see included a second doctor, 
extended radio broadcasting hours, 
increased secondary education assist¬ 
ance, a social security system suitable 
to the Island's economy, younger 
migrants rather than retired elderly, 
and a local Chief Magistrate. 

Shuns devious ways 

She had been told there were 
"devious ways" of getting round the 
Australian residency requirement for 
qualifying for an Australian old age 
pension, Mrs. Natalie Forester, told the 
Royal Commission. 

"But I refuse to consider them, as I 
feel I have a moral right to receive this 
pension" she said. 


Younger Residents mourn funeral tradition 


THE YOUNGER RESIDENTS Move¬ 
ment wants Norfolk to be a local- 
governing Australian external 
territory. 

The Island should make its own 
I laws, raise and spend its own money, 
j Pitcairn descendants should have 
four of eight seats on the Council, 

Mr. Allen Bataille told the Royal 
Commission. 

He presented the submission on 
behalf of the 17 member YRM. 

The group wanted to retain 
Pitcairn traditions such as free 
burial, Thanksgiving Day services, 
family picnics and "merely helping 
each other. " 

Other traditions that seemed to 


have been lost included the closing 
of shops on Sunday, and respect for 
the dead when funerals passed. 

The YRM had always favoured 
the setting up of a Quarantine 
Station. Mr. Bataille said. 

A feasibility study should be made 
a Council-sponsored hotel. 

Members who presented the 
submission included Carol Adams 
Robyn Graham, Dianne Buffett, 
Jeanine Brown, Kevin Williams, 

K. Arthur Evans, Arthur Bigg, 

Ivens Buffett, Anne Snell, Diane 
Menghetti, Vince Reeves, David 
Rodgers, Celia Bigg, Alan Buffett, 
Peter Magri and Jan Reeves and 
Sylvia Ryves. 
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Norfolk Island 
Airlines Ltd. 


COMMENCES TWICE - A - WEEK 

FLIGHTS TO NOUMEA 

( FIRST FLIGHT FRIDAY 

SEPTEMBER 12th AT 8.00 AM 


THEN EVERY MONDAY AND FRI¬ 
DAY THROUGH MID-DECEMBER 


FARES $150 Return 


Shopping 

Shopping in Noumea is just like shopping in Paris 
... but a lot closer to home. A stroll down the 
city's bustling avenues reveals dozens of chic 
boutiques: Piccolo, Bettina. Prune, True Much. 
Claude France and others, with large stores such 
as Ballande, Prisunic and Maison Barrau all 
offering a host of rare French imports. 


Sightseeing 

Where to begin? New Caledonia offers so many 
sights and sounds, you'd have to stay a full year 
to catch them all. 

Start with the barrier reef—it completely surrounds 
New Caledonia and is the second largest any¬ 
where. Glass-bottomed boats reveal a whole new 
world of vibrant colour, weird coral formations 
and strangely beautiful plant life teeming with 
countless tropical fish. 


Restaurants 

Dining in New Caledonia ranges from the very 
best French provincial to the absolutely exotic. 
Try French style fresh-caught seafoods. Or this 
unique connoisseur's delight: "rousette"—an 
edible flying fox deliciously prepared-in red wine 
sauce. Sample a native salad of.rawfish marinated 
in lime juice. Pamper your palate with irresistible 
mangrove oysters, tropical fruits and traditional 
foods prepared native style. 

Choose from any of the national restaurants 
scattered throgghout the city ... eat Chinese 
dishes cooked in true Cantonese or Mandarin 
style. Maybe you’d prefer authentic Indian, 
Indonesian, Tahitian, Spanish or Vietnamese. 
They're all there. And, like the hotels, you can 
choose from expensive, medium or inexpensive- 
according to your budget or mood. 



Night Clubs 

Noumea's night-clubs are small and lively. Some 
stage the typical'floor shows you would normally 
see on the Continent. Others feature exciting and 
colourful Polynesian spectaculars — the famous 
Tamure for one; provocative, sensual and typical 
of the Pacific. 

IMPORTERS NOTE: 

THESE FLIGHTS WILL OFFER A 
CONNECTION WITH DIRECT FLIGHTS 
FROM THE CONTINENT, SOUTHEAST 
ASIA AND JAPAN. 

YOU CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THESE CONNECTIONS. DISCUSS HOW 
IT WORKS WITH NORFOLK ISLAND 
AIRLINES BEFORE ORDERING GOODS. 




TONGA BANK SUCCEEDS 

NUKUALOFA: In the first six 
months of operation by the Bank of 
Tonga deposits passed the $5 million 
mark while local advances reached 
$4, 000. Since balance date, loans 
have grown to over $250, 000 principally 
for housing. 

This was revealed during the second 
Annual General Meeting of the Bank of 
Tonga at the Dateline Hotel on Tuesday 
August 12. 

The shareholders of the Bank are the 
Government of Tonga, represented by 
the Prime Minister H. R. H. Prince 
Tu'ipelehake, the Bank of Hawaii 
represented by its Chairman of the 
Board, Mr. C.D. Terry, the Bank of 
New Zealand represented by its General 
Manager, Mr. B.H. Smith, and the 
Bank of New South Wales represented 
by Assistant Manager, Mr. E.C. Tail, 
Mr. Terry was Chairman of the meeting. 

The Board of the Bank presented its 
report to the shareholders and Balance 
Sheet and Profit and Loss Account for 
the year ended 31st December. In 
doing so they reported the successful 
establishment of the Bank, which now 
has over 19, 000 Savings Accounts and 
800 cheque accounts (including 260 
loan accounts.) 

The bank has also made an arrange¬ 
ment with the Commodities Board to 
assist in the financing of copra 
purchases from growers pending ship¬ 
ment overseas. 

"The stage has now been reached when 
Directors will be looking for increased 
opportunities to promote local industry 
and would hope, that, with Government' 
encouragement, overseas technology 
and know-how will be married with 
Tongan labour to provide favourable 
opportunities for energetic entreptenuers 
to contribute to the growth of the 
economy and improved living 
standards for Tongan people, ” said 
the Chairman. 

After paying income and other taxes 
amounting to $46, 301 (most of which 
is payable in Tonga) the Bank made a 
profit of $98, 639, from which $1, 926 
was applied to writing off establishment 
expenses, $50, 000 transferred to 
General Reserve. Of the remainder 
$11,701 was carried forward to next 
year and a dividend of 107c paid to 
shareholders. The Government ha t a 
407c shareholding in the Bank. 


AID FOR BENDIGO DROME 

BENDIGO; Bendigo airport in 
northern Victoria will be improved at 
a cost of $A140, 000. 

The Australian Department of Trans- 
por twill provide half tire amount under 
its Airport Local Ownership Plan. The 
local government owners of the airport 
and the Victorian Government will 
provide the rest. 


CENTRAL WATER, SEWERAGE PLAN FOR LORD HOWE IS. 
"Desirable but very expensive"-- NSW Report 


LORD HOWE ISLAND residents find 
themselves up against the hard edge of 
20th Century reality. 

The Island has reason to worry about 
its water supply, sewerage and garbage 
disposal. 

But fixing these things (despite notions 
that Australia will pay up to 757: of the 
cost) will be a financial jolt for people 
on Lord Howe. 

A questionaire has been sent to 
residents, foreshadowing what the 
costs of new services would be. 

Preliminary plans lor the improve¬ 
ments have been developed by the 
NSW Works Department. 

The main points in its report 
are -- 

a. The provision of a permanent 
domestic water supply to the Island, 
whilst most desirable, is considered very 
expensive. The most economic scheme 
is estimated to cost $600, 000. The 
scheme comprises two weirs on unnamed 
creeks to the north of the Island, an off- 


PACIFIC ROUND 


stream storage dam, chlorination, a 
service reservoir and a reticulation 
network to supply all properties north 
of the airfield. If water quality 
treatment in excess of chlorination is 
found to be necessary the estimated 
capital cost increased to $900, 000. 

b. The environmental factors 
associated with a reticulated domestic 


I The questionaire that 

1. 1 am not prepared to voluntarily 
assist by paying rates to meet the cost 

' of water supply, filtration, sewerage or 
garbage incineration. 

2. l am prepared to pay an annual rate 
estimated at $340 for provision of water 
supply. 

3. I am prepared to pay an annual rate 
estimated at $400 for provision of a 
sewerage service. 

4. I am prepared to pay an annual rate^ 
estimated at $640 for provision of a 
filtered.water supply. 

,5. ^.am prepared to pay an annual, rate 
estimated at.$164 for provision of »a 
garbage incinerator service. 

Preliminary reports on these matters 
have been received from the Public 
Works Department and are being 
considered by the Lord Howe Island 


water supply could be significant. 

Lord Howe Island has a unique natural 
beauty and the construction of a water 
supply scheme will have certain 
temporary and permanent affects on 
the environment. 

c. A conventional sewerage 
scheme could only be considered if a 
permanent reticulated water supply is 
provided. A sewerage scheme for the 
Island is estimated to cost $740, 000. 
This proposal includes a reticulated 
network to the area served by the 
water supply scheme, t)tree pumping 
stations, a Pasveer Channel treatment 
plant and an ocean outfall for a dis¬ 
charge of the final effluent at Brodies 
Point (Clear Place.) 

d. When a treatment plant for 
garbage disposal is to be installed it 
appears that an incinerator estimated 
to cost $40, 000 is the most economic 
alternative for the Island's relatively 
small expected future population. 

The residue of incineration may be 
buried or disposed of at sea. Incin¬ 
erating garbage will h'ave no adverse 
environmental effects other than the 
visual impact of the treatment plant 
which includes a twelve metre high 
chimney stack. 

The provision of a water supply 
comprising two weirs on unnamed 
creeks to the north of the Island is 
estimated to cost $600, 000. If a 
subsidy of 757c was available the cost 
to each home would be $390 per 
annum (however, a filtered water 
supply wpuld cost $640 per annum). 

A sewerage system would cost $400 
per annum. 


made Lord Howe gulp 

Board. 

Should the proposals proceed,' it is 
possible that a subsidy would be avail¬ 
able for up to 75*51: of the cost of water 
supply, filtration and sewerage. The 
balance would be raised by loans which 
would be repaid over a long term with a 
suggested interest rate of 107c. 

No subsidy would be available for a 
garbage incinerator. 

Repayment of loans could only be made 
by means of a rate levied on landholders. 

The Board therefore wishes to obtain 
your opinion on jhe proposals and would 
appreciate your co-operation in complet¬ 
ing the form hereunder. 

It is emphasised that no decision has 
been made and your opinion is being 
sought solely to determine the attitude 
df Island residents to the proposal. 
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editorials 


letters 


©N THE BUSINESS and Commerce 
page the News has been able to car¬ 
ry some especially enlightening and 
revelatory reports in recent weeks: 
the financial results of some of the 
island's important enterprises like 
die South Pacific Hotel/Motel, 

Burns Philp (NI), and today the is¬ 
land's almost-djways-open general 
store, the Milk Bar. 

When figures are secret, imagina¬ 
tion flourishes. "Everybody knows” 
that the S.P. is making a mint -- 
but when the facts are out we find 
they are scraping for a profit. 

"Everybody knows" that B. P. 's 
are the biggest and the richest -- 
but the facts show that they're ear¬ 
ning less than 3°/c on their invest¬ 
ment. 

"Everybody know^'t’nat the Milk 
Bar is a goldmine because it’s al¬ 
ways so full of people -- but the 
facts as told to the Royal Commi¬ 
ssion are that food there costs about 
what it does in Sydney despite the 
freight loading on Norfolk. 

Two conclusions rise out of these 
interesting disclosures. 

•One is that people on Norfolk 
don't fully appreciate what business 
people here are doing for them, 
and for what meagre rewards. 

The other is that financial results 
of the island's major enterprises 
ought to be issued at least annually, 
for public information. 

The facts don’t aid and abet the 
competition nearly as much as they 


help the public to understand what 
really goes on in the back rooms of 
the trading companies that are such 
an important part of daily life on 
Norfolk. 

• 

NO ONE CAN give fair judgment 
of an Administrator except in the 
perspective of history. The man in 
that particular position (perhaps 
soon to be history itself) affects too 
many people too directly, and it’s 
impossible to be completely de¬ 
tached about his performance. 

But our judgment one day after 
Air Cdre E.T. Pickerd’s departure 
is that few men could have given 
as much of themselves to the job, 
and that Norfolk will be lucky to 
get as able and genuine leaders in 
the years ahead. 

• 

PART OF THE folk wisdom of Nor¬ 
folk, based on years of experience, 
is that "it won't work, because it's 
been tried before and it didn't 
work." 

On that theory some people felt 
it was ridiculous that Norfolk Is¬ 
land Airlines could buy an elegant 
new small airliner. 

But there it. is, in Norfolk Island 
Airlines colours, carrying people 
to and from Brisbane and Lord 
Howe with speed and comfort. 

Good on you, N1A. What a great 
achievement. You raise the whole 
island's belief in itself. 


There appears to be some confusion 
about Mr. David Rhodes' letter in your 
last issue. 

He did not go fishing with me nor 
has he been on our boat at any time. 
ALLAN HARN1SH. 


In your Issue of 28 July, it was 
reported that the submission which I 
presented to the Royal Commission 
suggested self-government. As there 
are few members of the community 
who ask for self-government as a 
disguise for independence I would 
appreciate the printing of the following 
from the joint submission to ensure 
that we are not associated with the 
independence seekers: - 

"We feel that Norfolk Island should 
remain an External Territory of 
Australia, not absorbed into Australia 
as part of the Australian Capital 
Territory or any other state or 
territory, but being a separate and 
distinct territory with a unique 
constitutional relationship to 
Australia. Norfolk Island should be 
given a form of internal self-govern¬ 
ment over local matters, such 
self-government to be carried out in 
association and co-operation with 
Australia." 

In other words, a few slight changes 
to the present system. 

A. BUFFETT. 
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LIFT - OUT 
TQURGUIDE 
for visitors 
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LATEST MAP 
OF NORFOLK 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy. ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp'.s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
aid residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 


Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for Ic. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail frc”n the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Pe er Evans actually work longer hours 
ths n that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
Pe< pie with postal emergencies have 
bet n known to communicate with the 
P. 0. staff after hours by calling through 
thei mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unrierved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Bjick issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If yjjau want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

I MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
I Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
j Film, Norfolk Hotel 
, TUESDAY 
[ Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

I School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 

■ Film, stn'bord. Valley View 
! N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
1 Open Night. Norfolk Hotel 
; THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouguet? 

There is a suggestion'box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News._P. O. Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town* 
but when you get there 
you will find; 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Ntmpex)! 





PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Corner 




Research Makes the Difference 



STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER TC-224 



Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording BTwo built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation B Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off thepower and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends B SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included B Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
B CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode B 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program B Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B 4 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (’optional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the TC-224, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels. It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of Outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of "stereo" in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


We love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, you will ultimately want a SONY 
AUTHORISED SONY DEALERS 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 


SEIKO 

CAMERALINES 

PIONEER 

HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


CAUTION : only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 



Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

Low-Priced Grog, but NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIN, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
Remember Bond'd Hours It's Worth a Thought,..Reading...a Lifetime 


The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from 2 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney? Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

. Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

nnn+n» , 9 ‘' i0 - 11 '3<> and 2-3Mon-/ : ri 
UUU lUi • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Vi si ting: n- 12 ; 2 - 4 ; 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but It pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p. OiBox 94. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being.two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale, and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted.- 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the • 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. " In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by. N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berrimiin. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few,of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

“ y n4V 7 CINEMAS; Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

M /C J 8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

M 9 o. T.C. — International phone calls, telegrams 

\ / / \ 'S****^ (g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ M / \ ' 4 r NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 
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All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP Y6U COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


HDCW 7 nAVQ 7 QH om +rt Q nm f Exce P t Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

Ur tli l UATu — I am XO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs., .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish. Sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... itfiported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting calrs. ..bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the Ships^g 1 ^ 


system may seem primitive 
vho work it almost all have 


While you're on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the' 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation‘starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island’s Works 
Supervisor, Inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts » call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal/ Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in- 
elude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. f 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 


other "normal" jobs,’ and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and njuscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip- Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage WHEN A SEA ISRUNNING AT KING- 

ment drivers head for Kingston and basis. f 'STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 

begin moving the mobile cranes. On an average day the crew can un- 'WHEN THE SURGF WILL QUIET AND 

launches and lighters across the island. . load over 200 tons of cargo — canned ’ THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 

Many of the men who work the goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, times gem knocked about, but when 

lighterage operation are Administrat- s P are P arts "* all ,lie things Norfolk y 0U wa tch the work in a rough sea the 

ion employees, and while a ship is (and y° u ) neec l t0 8° on leading a wonder is that the men can manage 

being unloaded other work around the reasonably comfortable existence. at a ji, And the cost is under $10 a 

island has to wait -- road grading, ° n a g° od day, when there is no ton, all in. In Sydney, where water- 

electricity work and much ebe. surge at the wharf and things are work- side workers are full-time profession- 

More than 40 men stand by to un- ing smoothly, the crews can handle a l s and their gear includes fork lift 

load ships, although on a calm day 300 tons. That means either a shorter trucks, giant cranes and other sophis- 

the operation can be handled with day, or more pay for the day. Ships ticated equipment, the cost ranges 

slightly fewer. these days average 350 or 400 tons of around $15. 

The first launch out to the newly- cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of Sit near the pier and watch for an 

arrived ship carries the Customs Offic- outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 

er, the shipping agent, and a crew gas cylinders, beer k*gs, personal visiting Norfolk when one of the 

of about 14 men, employed by the effects of people leaving the island, small cargo liners arrives. And if 

shipping agents. On a recent unload- and often a car or two they're taking you find a tin of grapefruit sections 

ing operation they included Gilbert away with them. on the market shelf which is dented, 

Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew By big-port standards, the Norfolk remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING 


AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 




FM 


means fabulous music 



Burns 


GfiOUPOFCOMMESl 


The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 










US* 


11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I’m Sorry I’ll read 
That Again 
10.00 Local News 
10.05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Dickens’ Characters 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Sports Magazine 

1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10. 00 News 


12. 05 Intern! Call 

I. 0Q News 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music(Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 D_d’s Army 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Inspector West 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

reporting 


i.TURDAY 

11. 00 Music (Yvon) 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 
SUNDAY 

4. 00 Music(Daphne) 

4. 45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6. 00 The Glums(Com) 

6.45 Children's Story 

7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 Don Juan (8) 

8.15 Accused in Box 

8.45 Play 

9. 30 Classical Showcase 

10. 00 Close 



Our object is 
Norfolk lslan 
comprehensiv 


have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
IEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
1ARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- 
'AS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
RT SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
ND GIFT STA TIONERY + 
CCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


The organ must have one of the 
longest histories of any Western 
musical instrument still in regular 
use today. It is mentioned in a 
treatise on music written in die 6th 
Century. The organ had accompanied 
the plainsong of the service in the 9th 
Century and by the 15th Century large 
organs with pedal boards were known. 
Music conceived exclusively for 
performance on this instrument 
developed only slowly out of the 
increasingly complex polyphonic style 
of die Renaissance which was dominated 
by compositional procedures for voices. 

A specific instrumental style first 
evolved in compositions for the key¬ 
board. 

Courtly dance and dance music became 
vastly popular in Europe from the 12 th 
Century onwards. Naturally there were 
the regular appearances of Papal bulls 
indicting the dangerous excesses stim¬ 
ulated by the dance. ' Until 1466 the 
clergy of Strasbourg were permitted to 
disguise themselves to attend courtly 
delights. This type of ornate 
religious deceit would inflame a 
passionate termperament to an 
intensity we are never likely to exper¬ 
ience, most parts exposed, vulnerable 


to frostbite and decay. Much pleas¬ 
urable early organ music had its sour 
in this activity. 

The polyphonic, contrapuntal style 
continued to develop until the gloriot 1 
culmination in J. S. Bach. Such a 
perfect balance of passion and sereni: 
has scarcely been approached again 
in the complex, grandiose spiritual v 
of our contemporary Olivier Messiaet 
who has turned to birdsong and Cathc 
icism for inspiration. (These brief 
remarks were precipitated by a Proir 
Concert performance of two Messiat, 
organ works by Gillian Weir on 
August 15th.) 

If you would like to begin 
aquainting yourself with the rich 
literature of organ music pre - 
Sebastian, I would recommend a 
recently released recording stylishly 
performed on authentic Renaissance 
and Baroque organs in Alpine 
countries (Austrian Tyrol, Switzerlan 
Italian Alps) by Gustav l.»nhor,dt, 
large selection of early music is 
played on six different instruments 
built from the mid-16th Century to 
early 18th Century. Many of tire 
composers (Ammerbach, Master 
Taylor, Newman, Krebs) are rarely 
heard. Such a collection makes a 
fascinating group that accurately 
represents the flourishing German 
school of organists that fertilized 
the later Baroque masterpieces. 

(Part One of Two parts.) 
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THIS WEEK we continue Neil Hal¬ 
ley McIntyre’s own account of how 
he came to Norfolk and helped get 
"the Companies" organised on the 
island. 

In this instalment he continues 
with a description of the stores that 
traded on Norfolk when he first ar¬ 
rived in 1963. 

(Based on the Royal Commission 
transcripts; text used by permission.) 


R. Hopkins Limited, general store - 
now Foodlands in Taylor’s Road. The 
second Hopkins store opposite the 
Leagues Club was fading out and was 
subsequently closed. 

Nimpex on its present site but in a 
smaller building. 

Prentice's on its present site operat¬ 
ing as the "shop where you go broke 
saying money" and claiming to do at 
that time 85*51 of the total "duty-free” 
business. 

Bennetts in a small wooden building 
where Miltons Seiko Shop now stands. 

Mrs. Davies at Middlegate where 
Duncombe Bay Garage is now located. 

Mrs. Youngman's milk bar and sweet 
shop operated in the front room of her 
house on the site where Mr. and Mrs. 
Jarvis now conduct the present greatly 
enlarged business. 

The baker was Mr. Don Hickey in 
Burglar's Lane. 

Messrs. Evans, Snell and Sanders 
operated butcher shops in their 
present locations. 

Mr. Ian Kenny, former whale 
gunner, took very small parties of 
venturesome tourists fishing in a 
small plywood outboard motor boat. 

Our DC4 back to Sydney had engine 
trouble approaching Lord Howe island 
and it turned back to Norfolk Island. 

My recollection is that this was hailed 
as the first-ever civilian night landing 
here. The landing was by the aid of 
lights of some motor cars. Residents 
billeued the travellers (whose place 
at the "Paradise" had been taken by 
new arrivals from New Zealand) in . 
the hospitality of their homes. 

After two further visits in 1963 I 
visited die Department of External 
Territories in Canberra a number of 
times. As I recall, Mr. Barnes 
succeeded Mr. Hasluck as Minister 
and Mr. Warwick Smith Mr. Lambert 
as Secretary. 

I discussed the position and prospects 
of the Norfolk Island economy and 
suggested that it might develop on what 
was referred to for a time as "the 
Nassau plan” - as a tax haven and with a 
hotel of international standard to 
provide for limited tourism. 

This would depend on there being no 
change in Australia's fiscal (i. e. 
taxation and other imposts) policy. 

I was informed that no government 
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wois^d bind successive governments. 
However, no change in the then policy 
was expected for at least ten years or 
in the foreseeable future beyond ten 
years. 

Generally the idea was received by 
the Department, as it had been by 
Major-General Wordsworth, with 
apparent enthusiasm if I would only do 
something about it. 

I suffered a cerebral lesion on 
November 29, 1963., Early in 1964 
with my wife I came to convalesce at 
"Moira" for four months. On my 
arrival Major-General Wordsworth and 
Mr. Lyall Hutchinson, manager for 
Mr. Prentice, sought my professional 
help in arranging easements for water 
supply, effluent disposal and access to 
the public toilets at Burnt Pine. 

Another resident sought my advice which 
resulted in an order absolute for Mandamus 


was on February 4, 1967. 

Norfolk Estates Limited meantime had 
negotiated the lease of No. 9 Quality 
Row. 

Mr. David Saunders, then o'f the 
■ Faculty of Architecture, Melbourne 
University, as Architect and Mr. John 
Kelly of Toowoomba. Builder, were 
/well advanced with detailed plans and 
specifications and arrangements'for 
materials on site so that the restoration 
of 9 Quality Row was erected in time 
for its occupancy from November 4, 1967. 

We had undertaken the restoration 
of No. 9 Quality Row on the basis that 
on its restoration it would be used as a 
residence and that we would then have 
No. 8 Quality Row included for restor¬ 
ation and use as offices for Norfolk 
Estates Limited and legal and 
accountancy services to be conducted 
in association with Norfolk Estates 


the McIntyre story 


being made by the Supreme Court of 
Norfolk Island (Mr. Justice Eggleston) 
against a stock inspector. This proved good 
therapy leaving me with restricted capacity 
in the right hand as the main result of the 
lesion. 

In 1964 Norfolk Estates Limited was formed 
to serve as a Trustee Company. Norfolk 
Hotels Limited was also formed for the 
hotel project at Quality Row between the 
Paradise Hotel and No., 6 Quality Row. 

1 had no idea of continuing legal 
practice here on my own account after my , 
projected retirement from my old firm on 
December 31, 1965: but I did anticipate 
that the firm would do so. I was occupied 
when in Sydney in preparation for termin - 
ation of the partnership and also in 
arranging for my retirement from the 
various Boards of Directors of which I was 
a member. 

On the Island a Mrs. Plant and also a Mrs. 
Lamb did typing for me at their homes; and 
at rimes my former secretary in Sydney and 
present secretary here, Miss J. Ionn, came 
over to help with the work which accumu¬ 
lated. 

Mr. A. F. Ure, then of Messrs. Ure, 
Lynam and Co., Accountants, Sydney, 
had renewed acquaintance with me on 
the Island and we formed a company. 
Development Limited, for legal, 
accountancy and management services 
for joint operations. 

When Mr. Roger Nott was Admini¬ 
strator my firm had accepted a retainer 
from the Norfolk Island Administration. 
This was terminated after a short time 
by mutual consent. 

Mr. Ure and I were given tenancy of 
the two rooms which, restored after 
the subsequent fire, are now the Judge’s 
room and Barristers' and Solicitor’s 
room of the present Commission. This 
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Limited by Mr. Ure as to accountancy 
and by myself as to law - with our 
service company. Development Limited, 
providing secretarial and similar 
services. 

In our negotiation for a lease of No. 9 
Quality Row we had advanced that this 
would be for use as a residence and that 
on our demonstrating capacity to restore, 
the adjoining ruin, No. 8, would be made 
available for use by Norfolk Estates Limited 
as offices. 

When it became apparent during the 
progress of the restoration of No. 9 
that it would, in fact, be restored Mr. 
Marsh, the Administrator, asked that we 
not press to begin on the restoration of 
No. 8. This was as a matter of saving 
face for the Department which had 
regarded the ruins as fit only for bull¬ 
dozing down (see the Limberg Report). 

If within three years (said Mr, Marsh) 
the Administration had not restored No. 

8 for some public purpose then we would 
be welcome to it. 

Asked what the Administration would 
use No. 8 for Mr.. Marsh said, "A 
Norfolk Island Institute - or something 
like that." 

Asked what would be a Norfolk Island 
Institute, Mr. Marsh said that he had 
not the faintest idea. In any event, 
despite the frustration-of our proposals, we 
were pleased that at Administration 
level there should be some recognition 
of the potential of these ruins and we 
cheerfully agreed to the deferment 
regarding No. 8. In Administrator 
Dalkin’s time, when the three years 
were running out, a beginning was 
made on the restoration of No. 8 into 
what is at present the residence of Dr. 

Smith . 

This restoration took mu,ch longer 
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than that of No. 9. 

The hotel project for which Norfolk 
Hotels Limited was formed was not 
proceeded with and the "Ministerial 
undertaking" regarding the site was 
relinquished. If thought relevant for 
the purposes of this Royal Commission 
I shall be pleased to extend the 
details. Very considerable expense ' 
was incurred, the estimated cost of 
the hotel was £750, 000 and this 
finance was arranged with provision for 
Island residents to take up whatever 
shares they desired on equal terms 
with any other subscriber. 

The project was abandoned for three 
main reasons - 

There was the continuous pin- 
pricking from the Norfolk Island 
Council of the day as to when the 
project would be commenced and 
finished. Our "Ministerial undertaking" 
was for a period of five years and it did 
not appear that the Council had any 
appreciation of the realities of 
expenditure of £750, 000 on what could, 
easily prove a white elephant - being a 
hotel of international standard designed 
to cater for people resorting here as a 
tax haven. 

There was equivocation of the 
Australian Government as to con¬ 
firming to the world the status of 
Norfolk Island as.a tax haven. 

And there was my own unwillingness 
as the individual mostly responsible 
to recommend to parties relying on me 
for guidance investment of that order 
without satisfactory assurances from the 
Australian Government. 

Reverting to companies, in general I 
had for years been accustomed to the use 
of "Canberra companies'* in estate 
planning for residents of Australia. 

This was on basic legal concepts 
ultimately confirmed by the High 
Court of Australia in Finlayson's Case 
(from memory 1968). 

An example of such estate planning 
would be the formation of a company in 
Canberra. To this Canberra company 
the planner would transfer the legal 
ownership of all his assets. Sometimes 
he would take shares to their value. 

At other times the company would 
simply owe him the amount and 
perhaps he would draw on it for his 
needs. By so doing he would be re¬ 
ducing his ultimate estate for estate 
duty purposes while perhaps his family 1 
would, as shareholders in the Canberra 
company, receive income on his 
fortune paying a lower tax rate on the 
dividends than he would have paid had 
he retained die ownership. 

Appointment of a resident Canberra 
executor was part of the planning. 

When the planner died, his estate was 
mulct with Commonwealth (mostly 
called "Federal") estate duty but not 
with State death duty. In very broad 
terms estate duty was generally taken 
as about half the amount of State death 
duty. With this saving of death duty 
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and also possible saving of income tax 
the planner's estate and so generally 
his wife and children benefitted 
appreciably. 

Former Western Australian Senator 
Negus was elected to the Australian 
Senate on an independent platform of 
abolition of death duty, but my under¬ 
standing is that his labours were in vain. 

As one who inherited no worldly 
possessions, never won a Lottery, does 
not bet, faithfully paid ever-increasing 
taxes for years at whatever inconven¬ 
ience and who would prefer not to rely 
on a government for subsistence, I 
retain my support in principle of estate 
planning. 

A number of my clients and friends 
in response to the then policy of the 
Australian Government, commenced 
arrangements to live on Norfolk Island 
in retirement. The plan was to appoint 
Norfolk Estates Limited as executor and 
trustee of their Island estate. It has 
never been contemplated that Norfolk 
Estates Limited should carry on business 
anywhere else than oh Norfolk Island. 
Incidentally, it is on this principle 
that Norfolk Estates Limited has 
declined participation by a number of 
leading trustee companies of Australia. 

As a matter of compartmentalising 
of separate estates it was usual to form 
one or possibly two companies to own 
assets transferred from one person - 
just as for convenience a Canberra 
executor and trustee would ordinarily 
be dealing with one or more distinct 
Canberra companies in association 
with a particular Will. 

There was no fixed pattern in all 
respects. Quite commonly the planner 
was a director of the Norfolk Island 
company or companies; but in time 
this became unusual chiefly because 
of inconvenience due to remoteness but 
also to the tests of dual residence of a 
company and income tax considerations. 

Where the planner had previously sold 
)iis assets to a Canberra or other main¬ 
land company one of t e following 
alternatives was common, depending 
on which was appropriate - 
1. That Canberra company would pay 
the planner a cheque for its debt. The 
planner would give the appropriate 
Norfolk Island company his cheque for the 
same amount by way of loan. The 
Norfolk Island company would lend the 
amount t6 the Canberra company with 
pr without interest. Planners would not 
charge interest to the Norfolk Island 
company for their loan. 

’ At times the Norfolk Island company 
would not charge the Canberra company 
interest. The main purpose in such 
cases was frequently merely the 
saving of Federal estate duty as well as 
State death duty; and the planner paid 
income tax as before. If he did not and 
the Canberra company had no deduction 
of interest from its assessable income it 
follows that the Canberra company paid 
a maximum of income tax. 
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2. If the planner held shares in the 
Canberra company to the value of his 
assets acquired by it then he would 
commonly transfer those shares to the 
Norfolk I* land company and lend it 
their value. Otherwise the position 
generally would resemble that under 1. 
above. 

When Mr. Ure and I had our tempor¬ 
ary office in the old Library building I 
received a number of visits from main¬ 
land solicitors and accountants. As a 
generalisation they produced written 
opinions and advice of eminent Counsel 
approving what they wished to 
implement. 

Under the Norfolk Island Companies 
Ordinance a minimum of seven sub¬ 
scribers is necessary for a limited 
liability company. 

What I am now referring to was in 
general terms explained in detail in the 
High Court record of Esquire Nominees 
Limited v. Commissioner of Taxation. 

I believe that if desired I can locate a 
copy of the appeal books setting out in 
detail what that case was about, in¬ 
cluding the evidence taken by Sir Harry 
Gibbs as the single High Court Judge at 
first instance. I was Chairman of 
Directors of that company. The 
Secretary was my secretary, Miss Ionn. 
Other, directors at that time were Mr. J.A. 
Lamb and Mr. J.H. Paton. We were all 
shareholders of Esquire Nominees Limited. 
Counsel for the company were Mr. Young, 
Q. C., Mr. Webb, Q. C., and Mr. Castan 
of the Victorian Bar. Mr. Young is now 
Sir John Young, Chief Justice of Victoria^ 
Incidentally, in these proceedings "the 
constitutional issue" was raised but not 
argued because of the confidence of 
Counsel for the company, that it was not 
•necessary to do so. 

Mr. Lamb, whose wife for some years 
worked for me as a very competent 
secretary, was a former executive of the 
"Melbourne Herald" He and Mrs. Lamb 
now live at Surfers Paradise. Mr. Paton 
was the last manager of the Norfolk Island 
Whaling Station and in later years was a 
Lloyds assessor and agent, shipping agent 
and carrier. They were, with me, 
directors of numerous companies. Mr. 
and Mrs. Paton now live at Ballina, New 
South Wales. 

Other Island residents who were 
directors of companies of which I was a 
director were Mr. T.L» Lloyd, Mr. A. 

A. McGuinness, Mr. I.A. Milton, Mr. 
F.J. Needham. Mr. D. L. B. Lusk and 
Mr. J.D. McIntyre. 

All received directors' fees and attended 
duly convened meetings almost always 
at the registered office, No. 9 Quality 
Row. 

Shareholders meetings were similarly. 
convened and held. 

Dividends were not paid in some cases 
depending on result. 

(To be continued) 
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LIVING AWAY from Norfolk are 
many people born on the island, or 
formerly resident here, who think 
of Norfolk as "home" even though 
they can seldom be here. 

"Letter from Home" is meant to be 
the sort of thing they like hearing 
about. _____ 

Dear Gran, 

What a week it's been, the first of 
the school holidays. The weather 
has been somewhat erratic with an 
hour or so of sunshine here and there 
in between showers. Mothers have beep 
making the most of those hours though 
taking their Children picnicking or down 
to die beach. Saw a number of children 
braving the water too. One group of 
picnickers even caused a terrific jam on 
the road up to Palm Glen where Greg 
Quintal and his team were busy blazing 
a fencing trail for the Mount Pitt 
Reserve. 

Noticed considerable activity at the- 
Griffith’s household over the weekend. 
Bruce and Aileen have now returned to 
the Island for good this time (they hope) 
after a three years transfer to Sydney 
where Bruce was working in the head 
office of the Bureau of Meteorology. 
Aileen said they were reluctant to go in 
the first place but made the. most of it 
while there. Aileen was particularly 
pleased to have met the challenge of 
applying for and being successful in 
becoming a member of the Sydney 
workforce. It was an entirely new 
experience for Aileen operating the 
cable and telex machines at the OTC's 
headquarters. Although unemployment 
figures are high Aileen and Bruce are 
thrilled to be home but will miss their 
family - Barbara happily married in 
Sydney, Pippa returning to boarding 
school in New Zealand where John is 
undertaking an agricultural course. 

Bet that piano out at Bumboras is pleased 
to see Stephen Jewel (son of Gwen Jewel) 
and his wife. Sue, back on Norfolk. 

Here this time for two weeks together with 
their friend Lana Nick. Stephen and Sue 
are delighted to relax on Norfolk after 
touring England and the Continent for 
seven months, taking a respite before 
Stephen returns to the busy corridors of 
the Prince of Wales Hospital. One 
interesting aspect of their trip - Stephen 
'filled in' as second ship's doctor for two 
weeks during the crossing to England. 

This elevated them from 'O deck to 'A' 
deck where they also dined in style 
with the Captain. Their friend Lana 
comes from a very musical family. Her 
father of Polish and Russian descent 
plays a variety of instruments including 
the balilika, a trumpet, double bass 
and piano. Lana plays the piano for a 
ballet school and plays the double bass 
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in two orchestras in Sydney. So you can 
imagine that with the three of them, 

Pat, Stephen and Lana, that piano out 
at Bumboras will definitely have the 
moths thumped out of it by now. 

A chap who kept his visit to the 
Island fairly quiet was Doug Russell, 

Golf Club Professional at the Royal 
Canberra Golf Club, who with his wife 
Fay and two boys spent a most enjoy¬ 
able ten days relaxing on the Island 
and soaking up its history. I didn’t 
realise before but a Golf Pro. has to 
complete a three-year course set by the 
Professional Golf Association. This 
includes theory and practical tests in 
shop management, club making, repair 
and maintenance and teaching. Mr. 
Russell successfully completed this 
course and at 19j was the youngest 
club professional in the metropolitan area 
in Sydney. He was Club Pro. at East 
Hills Golf Club where he remained for 
17i years prior to his appointment to 
the Royal Canberra Golf Club. Mr. 
Russell finds his present appointment 
most interesting in a club which has 
1700 members and a waiting list of 
9 years before full playing rights are 
granted to applicants. N The operation 
of the golf shop is his> own responsibility. 
He has two trainee professionals to 
assist him. However most of his 
working week is taken up teaching. 

His pupils include high tanking public 
servants, visiting diplomats and 
ambassadors from many countries; 
Mexico, Finland, Ghana, Indonesia. 
Uraguay, Peru and South Africa. 

U. S. Ambassador Marshall Green 
was particularly pleased - he reduced 
his handicap from 23 to 16 during the 
two years he was in Canberra. Mr. 
Russell commented on how heartening 
it was to see the ambassadors 
enjoying one another's company out on 
the golf course. Doug Russell extends 
an invita*ion to anyone from Norfolk 
to visit him at the Royal Canberra 
Club. 

Grant and Chris Kenny were very 
pleased, no doubt, to see Mum and Dad 
back again after 11 weeks away from 
the Island during which time they 
visited the United States, England and 
also enjoyed a 32-day bus tour of the 
Continent. Joan and Ian attended the 
International Lions Convention in 
Dallas, Texas. They learnt that 
Dallas airport, the most modern in the 1 
world, is larger than the whole of 
Norfolk. After the convention they 
stayed in Miami with friends they had 
met at the previous Convention in 
Mexico. They also spent a night 
with Joel and Cynthia Abrams - Joel 
was stationed on Norfolk at the 
tracking station out at Ball Bay. Joan 
said they now have a delightful little 
girl. Highlight of their stay in 
England was a visit to Fletcher 
Christian's birthplace - a small farm¬ 
house in Cockermouth in the Lake 
District. The present occupants were 
pleased to see lan and Joan and invited 
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them in to have a look at the cottage. 
Descendants of Bounty mutineers call 
from time to time they told Joan and 
Ian. 

Summing up their trip Joan said 1 they 
really enjoyed London and Paris, 
although the latter was very expensive: 
$3.60 for a large glass of beer. Clothes 
were expensive too. Joan said this 
didn't prove too much of a problem 
though as the 'uniform' for travel seemed 
to be. just jeans - very sensible, too, 1 
thought. So if you're thinking of 
travelling, no need to pack your Sunday 
best. 

There's quite a bit more news but I've 
run out of space and will write again 



News "KIN I-ADS" 
Boo 1 ; wanted 

Does anyone have a copy of a 
book entitled "Inferno" written 
by Thomas Duncan - please 
contact Shelley Buffett. 

Possible Position 

Position may become vacant for 
lady wanting 2-3 hours work each 
Monday before breakfast paying 
$2.50 per hr. at News. Write Box 94. 

Thank you 

This advert, is to thank propriet¬ 
ress of Aunt Em's for great kindness 
last week. You will never know 
how much you did. "Visitor". 

Pacific map 

Blue tiisue copy of 1829 map of 
Pacific, shows NI, Phillip, Nepean. 
Suit framing. Sent folded, must be 
ironed flat.. $1.25. Bin 21, Box 94. 
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COLIC IN HORSES 

INDIGESTION IN HORSES is an 
acute disease. Excessive irregularit¬ 
ies of movement of the intestine 
(SPASMODIC COLIC) and an accumu¬ 
lation of gas combined with stoppage 
of food in the small and large intes¬ 
tine (FLATULENT COLIC) are the 
commonest types. Impactions of 
ingesta (IMPACTION COLIC) in the 
large bowel are next in frequency 
of occurrence. Engorgement colic 
(GASTRIC DILATION) results mainly 
from overeating and is less frequent 
than the above types. Twisting of 
the intestine (VOLVULUS or TORSION, 
depending on where the twist is) are 
the most common displacements of 
the intestine in the horse. 

Dilation of the arteries due to worm 
infestation, cribbing, windsucking, 
overeating, spoiled or frozen food, 
new grains and lack of water or exer¬ 
cise often result in a severe colic. 
There are various other "pains in the 
stomach" that are not a true colic. 
Diagnosis : - The signs of abdominal 
pain, such as groaning, straining, 
sweating, rolling, kicking at the 
abdomen, turning the muzzle to the 
flanks, stretching, and an anxious 
expression are present in varying 
degrees in all cases of colic. Spas¬ 
modic colic usually shows periodic 
spells of pain corresponding to the 
spasms of the intestine. Pain in 
flatulent colic varies directly with 
the amount of fermentation involved; 
inipactions may begin with mild 
intermittent signs or, at times, 
sudden violet colic. Dirty grey 
mucous membranes with a pulse of 
100 or higher are grave signs; if the 
pulse becomes weak and thready it is 
an unfavourable sign; constant severe 
pain accompanying these signs usually 
indicates a fatal termination. Sudden 
relief from violent pain can mean 
rupture of the stomach or intestine - 
death follows shortly in these cases. 
Treatment :- Controlling the pain is 
the first step. An injection of from 
15 to 20 ml. Iszverin reduces the 
pain of the spasms. This normally 
allows a natural recovery, depending 
on the type of colic. If the animal 
shows continued signs of distress, it 
would, be advisable to repeat the dose 
of Isa.verin (in about 4 to 6 hours), 
plus the administration of about half 
a gallon of paraffin oil. In addition, 

I have on occassions given horses an 
enema of warm soapy water after 
back raking the hard dung out. 
Immediately you are satisfied that 
the animal has returned to normal, a 
bran mash for two evenings running 
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la advisable. To make a bran mash 
We two to three lbs. bran and about 
{(n ounce of salt. Pour enough boil¬ 
ing water over this to make a wet 
but not sloppy mixture, and after 
mixing it in well, allow to steam - 
Covered with a towel or clean sack 
for about 20 minutes or until it is 
cool enough for the horse to eat. 
JOHN RYVES . 



Helen Blumenthal of Kerikeri, whose 
Norfolk drawing and poetry have ap¬ 
peared in the News before, sends 
this verse recollection of morning 
near Kingston. 


Come Now 

While the Day is Young 
To the Sun-struck shoreline, 

(the Terns like company as the 
day breaks open,) 

Night's depths are now redundant 
Bathed gently in the 
Purity of sea-spray. 

In the reality of now 
Past pain is abnegated 
For High above, 

The token hies of sunlight 
Flash 

On the bright wings 
Of White free-wheeling Terns 
Boundless and unfettered sentinels 
Enfolding the Bay in a 
Hush of Wings ' 

As (he day breaks open. 



HOT CLAIM DIP 

With the cooler weather we're having 
now this makes a superb dip. Be sure 
to use the crinkled potato crisps for 
clipping. (Do you freeze your crisps? 
They keep marvelously this way.) 

This dip is nice served in one of those 
small Royal Worchester souffle dishes 
which you can serve directly from the 
oven but any oven-ware dish will do. 

- 1 small packet of Philadelphia cream 
cheese 

- 1 tin chopped clams (clams in brine 
available on the Island, net weight 
7oz. drained) or one tin of mussels-. 
r 1 teaspoon chives (don’t have to be 
fresh) 

-£ teaspoon Worchestershire sauce 

- £ teaspoon curry powder 
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- dash of tabasco sauce 

- enough cream to make a good 
consistency for dipping. 

Put in the oven proof dish all of the 
above and heat in 350 degree oven until 
boiling. Serves 4. 


ON THE COMPANY’S SERVICE 
by E. K. Meacham. 


Having an inbuilt distaste for the 
sea I was surprised to enjoy this book. 

My views of the sea are that it is too 
large, too rough, too salty, too full of 
creatures either painful to stand on or 
fatal to be bitten by and any journey 
in a boat makes me seasick. It would 
be alright to swim in if it wasn't for 
the sand apd salt water. When 1 say 
this I'm not being facetious; my idea 
of a nice swin is in a fresh-water swim¬ 
ming pool, preferably heated, with a 
nice lawn to lie on afterwards and an 
attentive female hovering attendance 
and willing to get the cold beer out 
of the fridge. This, of course, is a 
counsel of perfection and usually 
works out as damnably money-consum¬ 
ing. Depressing moralists may say 
that money isn't everything; I quite 
agree but everything else is so 
expensive. 

Swimming is probably one of the 
most innocent pleasures in life, indeed 
one of the very few. After the age of 
twenty-five one finds that most 
pleasures are either disastrous to one's 
waist-line, unjurious to one's morals 
or ruinous to one’s pocket-book. 

While lying on one's towel one can 
look at the girls with good figures in 
bikinis and the girls with horrible 
figures in mini-bikinis, in the 
knowledge that the glamorous tan at 
twenty will, if kept up, turn into the 
dessicated and crepe-like skin of thirty- 
five. with a complexion as if a prune 
had been mated with awithered apple. 

All this really has nothing to do with 
"On the Company's Service". Anybody 
who enjoyed the Hornblower books will 
like this as a grown-up. The characters 
are well-drawn, there is plenty of action 
both on land and at sea, the sense of 
historical realism seems accurate enough 
and, last but not least, there is a min¬ 
imum of sentimental description of the 
varying moods of the revolting ocean. 
Not a deep book, not a book with a 
message, but a jolly good escapist 
read. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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FRIuAY EXCHANGE RATES 

2 9th August, 197 5 
A$1 bought - 


UK £E .6033 

NZ $NZ 1.1967 

FRANCE F.Fr 5.570 

H/KONG HK$ 6-. 417 

JAPAN YEN 377.84 

N'LANDS F 3.349 

SWITZ'D S.Fr. 3.402 

W. GERMANY Dm. 3.271 

FUI F$ 1.0686 

USA US$ 1.2767 

NOUMEA CP.Fr. 101.06 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 
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Govt GztteDigst 

No. 40 28/8/75 

COUNCIL AGENDA 2 pm 3/9/75: 

New medical officer; Regent King 
fisher hotel; 1974/75 accounts; '74/5 
annual returns for Liquor Trading. 
Phones, Electricity, Lighterage; 
Spearguns Qrdinance; Postal Ordnc. 
amendment; SYD-NLK air service-, 

Weir Report; Proposed motor traffic 
Ordnc.; Extension to NI of Aust. 

Family Law and Racial Discrimina¬ 
tion Acts; Hire Vehicles & motor 
vehicle imports. 

ROYAL COMMISSION: a copy of 
any mainland submission and daily 
transcript will be sent to NI library. 
HOLIDAY: 20/10/75 - Show Day. 

NO TENDER was accepted for trans¬ 
port of Admin stores, asked for in 
GovtGztte 35, 31/7/75. 

PETTY SESSIONS sits 10am 2/9/75. 
REWARD of $100 for civilian tips 
that help convict vandals. 

TANALISING charges now from 
$4.43 to $10.^3 per 100 super ft. 
depending off solution strength. 

POSTS & POLES : not now available. 
POSTAL RATES unchanged until 
notice given. 

CHRISTMAS STAMP competition 
for 1976: $40 for winner. 

FINAL MEETING of kappa Ltd. 
will be 1/10/75. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 


MAJOR NEW FISHERY 

A New Zealand Survey ship had 
discovered a major new fishing ground 
180 miles south of Norfolk Island, the 
Royal Commission was told. 

Take-away food-shop proprietor 
Beven Nicolai, 23 of Anson Bay, 
said the fishing bank had the potential 
to supply Australia's requirements 
twice over. 

the bottom-feeding fish found there, 
the ‘stiddy fish’ was extensively used 
in Japan, and was found in great 
quantities around Norfolk. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr. Cedric Hampson Q. C., said a 
fisheries department expert had 
visited the Island following a request 
from the South Pacific Commission 
that Norfolk's fishing potential be 
evaluated. 

The officer reported that it was 
impossible to consider any viable 
lishing industry, Mr. Hampson said. 

470 MclNTYRE COMPANIES 

A total of 470 companies had 
registered offices since 1964 at 
9 Quality Row, Mr. Duncan McIntyre 
told the Royal Commission. 

This included 73 companies taken 
over from accountant Murray B. 

Neave, and 102 foreign companies. 

Mr. McIntyre said he had divided 
the companies into nine categories. 

It should be born in mind that tax 
or estate planning which involved 
trading with companies was only one 
of several different modes available 
to any person, Mr. McIntyre said. 

Tax or duty saved would thus not 
necessarily have gone to revenue. 

"I suggest that on the contrary, it 
(an be assumed that the planning 
advisors will continually review and 
recommend alternative planning 
arrangements" Mr’. McIntyre said. 

Companies in category B were based 
on the Esquire Nominees pattern and 
between 1967 and 1973 lent a total 
of $15.85 million in Australia. 

Category D companies lent between 
1969 ;*hd 1975 a total of $107.13 million. 

Category E companies involved in 
esta.te planning, made loans of 
$40. 66 million up to 1974. 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

Aircraft still clogged with passen¬ 
gers from both Aust & New Zealand. 
Delays in air cargo from both ports. 
Position should improve in next 
week or so as traffic flow reverses. 


K.JARVIS REVEALS MILK 
BAR WA GES & BE NEFITS 

Duty .Equals Almost 
Half of Wages Bill 

Basic foodstuffs like flour, tea and 
butter were marked up 20 per cent. 

Milk Bar proprietor Keith E. Jarvis 
told the Royal Commission. 

Power cost 11 cents a unit, so 
the refrigerated food margin was 
likely to be 33-1/3 per cent. 

Food costs on Norfolk are comparable 
with those in Sydney, Mr. Jarvis said. 

He compared Norfolk prices with a 
list of 171 items compiled by a 
retailers' association in Sydney. 

Forty-three per cent were moTe than 
three cents dearer than in Sydney. 

Fifteen percent were less than three 
cents dearer, and 42 percent were below 
prices ruling in Sydney. 

Mr. Jarvis said that one side of the 
business which he had developed 
considerably was the retailing of local 
produce. 

"We buy fruit and vegetables from 
Monty Laing, John Ryves, Steve Nobbs, 
the Evans family, Dave South, Ross 
Wiltshire, Greg Quintal, Frankie 
Christian, Bill Quintal and others" 

Mr, Jarvis said. 

Fresh eggs were supplied by Bill 
Burgess, and other suppliers. 

Fresh milk came from Ralph Wes:lake, 
Jack Dale and others. 

In the six months‘from January to -■ 
June 1975, the Milk Bar had paid 
$3,433 for vegetables, $993 for fruit 
and $1,215 for eggs. 

Other costs paid on the Island over 
the same period included lighterage 
$1,190, cartage $1, 019, Dury *5, 692 , 
wages $12, 897 and electricity $3, 602. 

The Milk Bar now employs eight 
assistants full time on a 40-hour 
week at rates varying from $2. 50 an 
hour to $1.7 5 for 2 0 year olds. 

He paid sick pay of ten to fourteen 
days a year, and three weeks holiday 
pay. 


...ANO 96 AT URE LYN'M 

A total of 96 companies had their 
registered office at the offices of Ure 
Lynam and Company, Accountant 
Kevin P. Hooper disclosed in a list 
supplied to the Royal Commission. 

Directors' fees were generally paid 
at the rate of $150 per company. 

Secretaries'fees were generally pay¬ 
able at the annual rate of $100 per 
company. 
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ROGER NEWMAN 


REDS DOWN GREENS 19-16 AND GO ON TO B.P. FINAL THIS SUNDAY 

^Hbut both sides showed signs of a heavy Prawn Night? 


On a fine sunny afternoon with the Oval 
in tremendous condition a good crowd 
sat in the sunshine to watch the Greens 
and Reds fight it out to determine who is 
to play the Blues next Sunday for the 
B.P. Cup. 

From die kick-off it was obvious that 
the Prawn Night at Rawson Hall had been 
a roaring success with both teams taking 
a while to settle down while the crowd 
noticed that the flag was still flying at 
Government House and the DC4 made it 
safely again. 

Both teams were getting good 
possession but poor support for the man 
with the ball and shocking passing and 
hesitation caused early moves to break 
down before they had a chance to 
penetrate. 

An early breakdown in the Greens cover 
defence saw Right Winger Bill Reid in for 
a good try to put the Reds in front 3 - nil, 
with Ian Piffner missing the conversion 
from wide out. 

Rost* continued to attack deep in 
Greens territory but good tackling from 
Les Burke, Skeet Anderson and Wayne 
Schick kept them at bay until Neil 
Connors burst over amid Green jerseys 
to put the Reds further in front by 6 -nil 
with Hussar Harris missing the conversion. 

The Greens by now had settled down to 
playing hard but open football deep 
inside the Reds half, and spinning the ball 
along the backline right on the Reds line. 
L« s Burke reached over two would-be 
tacklers to score a good try by the posts 
Which Skeet Anderson converted to make 
the score 6-5 to Reds, but suddenly the 
game had come alive. 

Hard on attack once more the Greens 
on the Reds 25 yard line saw Skeet 
Anderson twist out of a tackle and burst 
upfield eluding tackles with a sidestep 
tjiat Jap would be impressed with, to 
Score a great one man try but he couldn’t 
manage the conversion but the Greens 
were in front by 8 - 6. 

From the kick-off Reds pressed into the 
Greens half when after some pretty hard 
attacking and good defence, Kelvin 
Adams cut inside the Greens cover 
defence and ran hard to score a good try 
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which Ian Piffner converted which put 
the Reds in front once more 11-8. 

Greens continued to retaliate and 
over again Les Burke scored a fantastic 
try under the posts after consistent 
Greens pressure which Skeet Anderson 
converted to put Greens in front by 
13 - 11 at half time. 

The score at half time was a fair 
indication of the run of play with the 
Greens having a slight edge. 


However, it was 
a hard, cleanly 
fought game 


It was interesting to note that 
although the Reds had won 8 scrums 
to the Greens 2 the penalty count 
was 7 to 1 in favour of the Greens for 
the 1st half. 

The 2nd half was very hard but open 
football With neither team giving 
anything away or by the same token 
not doing much with the ball either. 
Storky and Stiff, whom everyone 
knows, along with new Greens player 
Ernie, minus his milk cart, Kelvin 
Adams and Les Burke were having a 
good games in being into everything, 
both in attack and defence. 

A break on the half way by Reds 
Skipper Yarm Menzies set up by Neil 
Connors had the Greens cover defence 
at 6's and 7's and wasn’t good enough 
to stop the flying Redman from racing 
down the sideline to touch down under 
the posts for a really great try which 
Ian converted to put the Reds' in front 
by 16-13. 

The game continued to see-saw with 
the Reds appearing to have the slight 
edge with the Greens fading a little 
and the Reds managed to score again 
when Left Winger Jeremy Cooke 
scored in the corner, the conversion 


being unsuccessful which put Reds 
ahead 19-13. 

Greens fought back hard with 10 
minutes to go and justly scored’ a 
try after determined attack when 
Nikky Quintal crossed the line 
unopposed which put the final score 
at 19-16 to the Reds who now play 
in the final against, the Blues next 
Sunday for the B. P. Cup. 

Congratulations to both teams for a 
hard cleanly fought game of focthall 
after a night in which everyone 
enjoyed the prawns. 

Reds came out in front in the scrums 
by winning 12 to 8, but Greens won 
the penalties by 12 to 5. 


SCORES 

REDS - Tries -- 

Bill Reid, Neil Connors, Kelvin 
Adams, Yarm Menzies, Jeremy 
Cooke. 

Conversions -- 
Ian Pliffer (2) -- 19 
Greens -- 

Tries-- Les Bourke (2), SRe«t 
Anderson, Nikky Quintal. 
Conversions -- 
Skeet Anderson (2) -- 16 


vfl scores 

Fitzroy 14.9. 93 beat Geelong 8.11. 59 
Richmond 17.14.116 beat St. Kilda 8. 
20.68 Essendon 17.8.110 beat Hawthorn 

14.19.103 Nth. Melbor 

14.19.103 Nth. Melbourne 5.10.40 
beat Sth. Melbourne 15.7. 97 

14.19.103 Nth Melbourne 5.10. 40 
beat Sth. Melbourne 12.15.87 
Collingwood 14.14.98 beat Melbourne 
15.7. 97 and Cart 

’ 15.7.97 and.Carlton 18.11.119 beat 
'Footscray 10.15.75. 
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dars Norfolk 


RESTORATION WORK on rhe 
historic buildings at Kingston takes 
place day by day, and residents see 
it happening so gradually that they're 
scarcely aware of the scope of the 
programme. 

But visitors who get to Norfolk only 
once a year, or less frequently, can 
see some striking changes already. 

All Saints Church now looks much 
as it must have looked when it was 
built as the'Commissariat Store for 
the Second Settlement prison era. 

Three houses along Quality Row that 
were roofless ruins a few years-ago, 
have already regained a handsome 
appearance. Number 8 is now Used 
as the residence of the Island’s med¬ 
ical officer; Nqmber 9, rebuilt by 
Mr. Neil McIntyre" at his own 
expense, i9 held by him on a lifetime 
lease; Number 5, restored partly with 
Administration funds and partly by 
Mrs. Sally Kadesh, is her residence, 
also on a lifetime lease. 

Number 7 is approaching 
completion. It is undergoing a 
complete renovation, including a 
new roof, new services and a new 
kitchen and bathroom. All of the 
window sashes are being replaced 
(except for the frames of die four 
along the front, which are original) 
and all but 4 of the home's 20 or so 
doors, are being replaced. If No. 7 
again becomes an official Admini¬ 
stration residence, as is planned. 


original but the paint on the surface. 
You could shape a new architrave to 
fit in behind that skin of original 
paint but it would scarcely be worth 
the cost. " 

Down near Kingston Pier, a small 
building known as "Munna’s cottage" 
or the "old gaol cottage” has been 
re-roofed, re-plastered, the fire-place 
restored, new ceilings and floors 
installed, a water system and septic 
tank put in and the exterior finished. 

It serves as a small office, a tea room 
and amenities building for the 
Restoration team. 

The cottage was for some years 
leased by a Sydney family who 
camped in it for summer holidays. 

It was originally the end cottage in 
a row of six semis. The foundations 
of the other five are bei*g excavated 
so that visitors can see where they 
stood; at present their outlines can 
be seen in the turf, if you know what 
you’re looking for. The Western end 
of the restored cottage, where the 
next-door cottage began, will be 
left as it is now. It shows something 
of what the construction methods 
were - interior plastering a couple of 
inches thick, for example, and shelves 
(which are original}, built into the 
masonry on either side of the fireplace. 

Alongside the cottages, what is 


occur late this year, or early next. 

Government House's roof shape was 
probably built about 1900. The 
original roof, which is to be restored, 
was a twin gable roof like Branka . 

House, without the scroll work. If you 
look down at Government House from 
Quality Row near wherp the path turns 
down to Emily Bay, the roof is a 
massive single gable running north and 
south above the main quarters of the 
house. The chimneys are a mix of 
square and tube-shaped. 

The present roof was added long ago 
on top of the original roof and the 
Restoration team has found die trusses 
of the original twin-gabled roof still 
in place. When the present roof comes 
off and the new one goes on, Government 
House roof will be about 8 feet lower . 
than it is now. The tubular chimney : 
tops which were extensions of the 
original chimneys, made necessary by 
the, high single gable roof, will be 
removed. The original square 
chjififineys will be shorter but will 1 
probably look taller with the roof 
lowered. 

Work on Government House is one 
of the main projects in the Restor¬ 
ation Programme this year and next. 

The interior work now going on will 
create a luxurious small suite of 
rooms for visiting dignitaries with 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
1839 



it will have to be fully furnished 
at the Island's expense - the 
Australian grants cover only work 
on the buildings and grounds. 

In each of the buildings being re¬ 
done as part of the Australian 
restorationprogramme, a lot of 
trouble is taken to preserve as 
much of the original as is 
practical. 

"Sometimes it might be feasible 
to save the original, but only at 
unrealistic effort" says Klaus 
Teichert, the project manager 
from the Department of Housing 
and Construction. "An architrave in 
a house might be original and look 
sound, but when you take it down for 
some reason you find the wood has 
rotted away and there is little of the 
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called the "Prison Blacksmiths Com¬ 
pound” (though it may have been a 
prisoners' rock-breaking compound) is 
used as a storage yard for the 
Restoration team. 

Skeet Anderson says the restored 
cottage could well be open for 
inspection by the public from time to 
time. As a working building it isn't 
kept prettied up, but if you like to 
have a quick look, the door is often 
open. 

All of the restoration work mention¬ 
ed so far would come as a surprise 
to a visitor jwho had not seen Norfolk 
for several years. The big surprise 
for residents probably won't come 
until the Restoration team puts an 
entirely different shape of roof on 
Government House. That will 

Sentember 197R 


smaller bedrooms in an adjoining 
wing for members of their staffs. In 
this northeast section of the buildings, 
an official visiting party will be 
staying "at Government House" but 
will have their own separate entrance 
and rooms, rather than feeling that 
they are houseguests of the 
Administrator of the day. New bath¬ 
rooms, new water and electrical 
systems, a servery and other amenities 
should give them comfort and 
privacy. 

Views of Phillip Island (what happens 
when an ecology is unbalanced by 
humans) and of Nepean Island (where 
convicts quarried stone and were 
drowned bringing it back) and die 
sound of the surf, should help them 
recall Norfolk thoughtfully. 



SENDER: 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 110 
To New Zealand 240 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand,we'vd al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
kre just across from the 
rost Office in Burnt Pine. 



.-.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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“N.l. SCHOOL ‘GAP’ IS WIDENING” 

Department Says 
Aust.Cash Needed 

There is a widening gap between what 
is provided for school children on Norfolk 
and what is provided on the mainland, 
according to the Australian Department 
of Education. 

In its submission to the Royal Comm¬ 
ission, the Department warns that 
standards may be falling behind for 
lack of money. 

“No idea of academic standards” yN. Only one in five Norfolk school 



However, Headmaster Ian McCowan 
yesterday strongly defended his school. 

"The Australian Department of 
Education does not. have any idea of the 
academic standards, either past or 
present, in the school" Mr. McCowan 
said. 

"Nor does the Department have any 
idea how the average Norfolk student 
proceeding to the mainland for 
further education compares with 
mainland children." 

A senior officer of the Department 
visited the Island in 1974, Mr. 

McCowan said, to discuss introduct¬ 
ion of Commonwealth Teaching 
Service staff. 

This officer did not attempt to 
assess academic standards in the 
school. 

Apart from this visit, the Depart¬ 
ment of Education had no contact 
whatsoever with the Norfolk Island 
School. 

OTC RISE TIPPED 

A RISE IN telephone and telegram 
charges is tipped by the O. T. C. 

The prediction is made in the OTC 
submission to be put to the Royal 
Commission. 

The further Australian domestic 
telegram tariffs increase would make 
a Norfolk increase difficult to avoid. 

The service would never be profit¬ 
able, it was considered. 


"It is not competent to discuss 
academic standards in die school” Mr. 
McCowan stated. 

In the Submission, the Department 
said it was aware that Islanders are 
satisfied with the education set-up on 
Norfolk. 

But only 20 per cent of Norfolk 
children go on to senior secondary 
studies, compared with 48 per cent on 
the mainland, the Department asserts. 

Isolation is a main cause of this, 
the Department feels, causing 
a cultural disadvantage. 

"Parents and teachers report that the 
children's academic attainments are 
lower than might be expected" the 
Department notes. 

"Island children who continue with 
their education on the mainland have 
difficulty in competing successfully 
with mainland children who have a widei 
range of experience." 

Although standards have been good 
in the past, the submission says, the 
Island’s education may be beginning 
to fall behind because of lack of 
funds. 

"Recent reports indicate that in the 
supply of equipment, library stocks, 
duplicating facilities and ancillary 
staff, the school may be falling 
behind mainland standards because 
of.lack of funds” the Department 
says. (cont'd p. 3) 
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Only one in five Norfolk school chil¬ 
dren goes on to senior secondary 
studies. On the mainland, the 
proportion is much higher — 
almost one child in two continues 

COUNCIL WILL 
REVIEW $10.00 

A REVIEW of Special Allowances 
: to elderly residents in financial need 
; will be made by Council, with a first 
! committee meeting to be called by 
President of Committees Richard 
■ Bataille this week. 

, Once Council clarifies some of its 
own views on the subject, it will 
consider calling a meeting at which 
representatives of the Sunshine Club, 
the Red Cross, the C. W.A., Rotary, 
Lions and the churches could put their 
views. 

At Council meeting in August, Cr. 
Bathie proposed a doubling of the $10 
a week allowance, commonly called 
"the handout. “ Council deferred any 
increase until the matter could be 
examined in full detail, and the basic 
costs and philosophies of the allowances 
could be worked out. 

At present the allowances are not basec 
on any clear guidelines, and are at the 
discretion of die Administrator.' 








BO LEX Bowl in and be stamped by our prices 

NIKON Synonymous with professional photography 
E Utt lO The only people for sound movies 

PENTAX One of the leaders in SLR photography 

CABIN The biggest-selling slide projector on Norfolk 
Other great names: MINOLTA RICOH MAMIYA ELMO 

TOPCON HOYA VIVITAR EUMIG KONICA NIKONOS 


Also KODAK and AGFA films available 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS GIFTWARE JAEGER 


Island should be 
major marijuana 
exporter, Royal 
Commission told 

' A SUBMISSION to the Royal Comm¬ 
ission says Norfolk could become a 
major centre for growing marijuana. 

Mr. Martin Smith, of the University 
of Sydney, said thathemp was ex¬ 
ported during the Second convict 
settlement. 

"Climatically, Norfolk Island is 
excellent for growing hemp" Mr. 
Martin said in his submission. 

Norfolk was ideally situated to 
provide Australia and New Zealand 
with a regular supply of high-grade, 
inexpensive marijuana and hashish. 

Money from the Norfolk Island 
Trust Fund could be ustfd to finance 
the industry, he suggested. 

hir. Smith said his on-the -spot 
investigations convinced him that 
Norfolk should be self-governing, 
and a plebiscite should be held to 
decide the issue. 

Islanders would prefer to be gov¬ 
erned badly by themselves than 
governed well by an outside force or 
power, he said. 

Queen petitioned 

He recalled that after public meet¬ 
ings in 1954 a petition was sent to the 
Queen signed by 375 of the Island's 
583 adults, asking for control of their 
own affairs. 

"Historically and sociologically, 
Norfolk Island belongs (If it belongs 
to anyone) to the descendants of the 
settlers from Pitcairn Island" Mr. 
Smith argued. 

He said that public feeling favoured 
use of marijuana, and the govern¬ 
ments of Australia and New Zealand 
would eventually recognise this and 
decriminalise its use. 

"Victimless crimes should not be in 
any penal code for Norfolk Island" Mr. 
Smith said. 


AUSTRALIAN DIVORCE AND 
LAWS TO APPLY DESPITE ' 5 

NEW AUSTRALIAN LAWS on 
divorce and on racial discrimination 
will, apply on Norfolk. 

September Council objected to die 
laws being applied to Norfolk without 
any prior discussion with the Admini¬ 
strator or Council, and withheld its 
approval. 

In the case of the new divorce law 
Council asked that it not yet be 
applied to Norfolk. 

But the laws have been passed and 
Council's objections do nothing more 
than register dissatisfaction with the 
law -making procedure. . 

Pitcairn privileges 

The Racial Discrimination3lct, 
major parts of which came into effect- 
on June 11, may have definite effects 
on the Island in situations where being 
of Pitcairn descent may bring certain 
privileges. 

The Act makes illegal any action that 
involves "a distinction, exclusion, 
restriction or preference” that is based 
on "race, colour, descent or national 
or ethnic origin" if the action prevents 
all people from being on an equal 
footing in "political, economic, 
social, cultural or any other field of 
public life. “ 

The new law will probably not affect 
Norfolk's immigration restrictions, 
which give a favoured position to 
people born on the Island. But if thq 
special consideration were based on 
being of "Pitcairn descent" it could 
well be illegal. 

Similarly, the idea expressed by some 
residents in submissions to the Royal 
Commission, favouring some or even a 
majority of Council seats being 
restricted to people of Pitcairn descent, 
would appear to be forbidden. 

Under the Racial Discrimination Act, 
a person who feels he or she has been 
discriminated against can apply to a 
Commissioner of Community Relations 
in the Attorney-General's Department. 


School should become a cultural centre| 


(Continued from front page) 

The Department suggests that the 
school should become a community 
cultural centre. 

It would like to see a theqtrette 
screeing documentaries and short 
films for everyone. 

All Islanders could use an expanded 
school reference library. 

The school should have more 
ancillary staff --in Northern 
Territory schools, eight ancillary 
staff were employed. 

Art and cfaft facilities could be 
used more outside school hours 


for local craftsmen to pass on their 1 
skills. , ■ ||i 

Residents such as musicians, artisff£;'\ : 
writers, doctors and architects could 
run courses. 

Nor is enough money being spent to 
keep up building standards, the Depart¬ 
ment says. 

Four years ago, plans for a toilet ^nd 
ablution block were drawn up, but 
no block has yet been built. ; 

The submission describes staff 
facilities as inadequate, and alleges 
that ninor repairs to leaking roofs and 
blocked sinks are not carried out. 
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RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
COUNCIL'S OBJECTIONS 

The Commissioner can then call 
compulsory conferences of the people 
involved, and can authorise civil 
court-actions against the "perpitrator 
of an alleged discrimination." 

It is not known on the Island whether 
the new divorce law has come into 
effect yet. When it does, the old 
Matrimonial Causes Act will be repealed 
and divorce procedures will be greatly 
revised. 

The only grounds for divorce will be the 
, "Irretrievable breakdown of the marriage" 
which will be demonstrated by 12 months 
complete separation. Divorce cases will 
be heard in private by a Family Court 
wherii the jticTge will not wear a formal 
robe. The husband and wife will each 
pay- his or her own costs unless there is 
some special reason one should pay all. 


20 year life for 
Norfolk hospital 

THE HOSPITAL shodl^last' \ 
another 20 years -- but it needs Some 
work. 

This is one of the points made id the 
Australian Director-General of Health's 
submission to the Royal Commission. 

In particular the submission picks out 
the operating theatre, sterile supply 
room, sluice room, ex-ray and dark 
rooms, kitchen floor and exhaust 
ventilation, water filtration, sealing 
of the external road, and recovering 
some floor areas with welded sheet 
vinyl as aspects needing attention. 

The Director-General's submission 
makes a total pf 14 recommendations 
concerning health on the Island. 

They include: 

--a scholarship fcheifre to train 
health pefsohhel; 

-- Hospital staff to live out; - 
-- New subdivisions and other suit¬ 
able areas have their own decentralised 
small sewage plants installed, such as 
the forced aeration system, to reduce 
the number of septic tanks necessary. 

Setting up an immunisation program, 
vaccine to be provided free by the 
Australian Government because of 
Jjealth^lm^licat^^ 

Kingfisher vote 

FURTHER ACTION on the proposed 
Kingfisher Hotel at Anson Bay is 
. entirely up to the promoters. 

Hemisphere Holdings. 

Norfolk Island Council voted last 
Wednesday to take no further action, 
and not even to debate the subject 
further, until it has advice from the 
Building Board. 
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UNDERGROUND WATER SUPPLY COULD BECOME BADLY 
POLLUTED: EXPERTS URGE FREQUENT TESTING 


GROUNDWATER supplies should be 
tested often, the Bureau of Mineral 
resources warns. 

"There are local signs that groundwater 
supplies could become seriously polluted" 
the Bureau said in its submission to be 
presented to the Royal Commission. 

There was no direct evidence of septic 
tank waste pollution. But tests showed a 
line extending north-east, south-west 
across Burnt Pine-Middlegate residential 
complex that might be related to 
sewage disposal. 

Nl magistrates 
try 7 criminal 
cases, 1 civil 

MAGISTRATES Jimmy Olsson, 

George Park and Brenda Reed heard 
seven criminal charges and one 
civil case in court last Tuesday. 

A 17-year-old woman pleaded 
guilty to negligent driving and was 
fined $20 in an ex parte hearing. 

A 17-year-old man had been 
charged with speeding, but the 
charge was withdrawn and the case 
dismissed. 

Two men, aged 18 and about 20, 
pleaded guilty to dangerous driving 
and were fined $20 each. 

Malicious 

A- 20-year-old man pleaded guilty to 
a charge of malicious injury to prop¬ 
erty. He was convicted, fined $40 
and ordered to pay $85 compensation 
for the damage. 

A man of 27 also pleaded guilty of 
malicious injury to property and to 
•a second charge of common assault. 

He was fined $10 and ordered to pay 
$50.06 representing damages to the 
property, and fined $10 for assault. 

In the only civil case S.E. 

Christian did not defend a claim by 
R. C. Buffett that he owed ,$128 
for electrical work done and 
materials provided in 1973. He was 
ordered to pay the debt, $10 
solicitor's fees and $1.10 for plaint 
service. 

Court may sit again tomorrow if 
Magistrates are available, the only 
charge as of Friday being one of 
alleged driving under the influence 
by a 46-year-old man. 

Magistrate Eric Pearson will arrive 
on September 13th for a brief visit. 


However, groundwater pollution due to 
seawater intrusion, refuse disposal and 
septic tank waste was not at present a 
serious problem. 

Frequent water quality monitoring 
should take place so that any chemical 
pollution that occurred could be isolat¬ 
ed and appropriate remedial measures 
taken, the Bureau said. 

Tests showed a small saline water- 
wedge extending a short distance 
'inland behind Kingston. 

A well at Government House eight 
metres below sea level and a bore 
behind the Paradise Hotel 12 metres 
below sea level might be drawing on 
brackish water at the edge of the 
freshwater Tens.' 

The Bureau labels the practice of 
dumping bottles, tins and household 
garbage into old wells as "deplorable. ” 

Nitrate pollution from cattle was high 
enough in a number of wells to cause 
concern. 

Total water use on the Island is 
about a quarter of a million cubic metres 
a year. 

The groundwater recharge is estimated 
at 6.4 million cubic metres a year. 

"It is concluded that as recharge 
exceeds extraction, sufficient ground- 
water exists to satisfy normal water 
demands -- allowing for reasonable 
population and economy growth over 
the next few years" the Bureau summed 
up. 

However the right water resources 
management techniques would have 
to be applied. 


Abolish ’archaic 1 
Administrator’s 
iob, advises 
ex-Admin, Dal kin 

FORMER ADMINISTRATOR R. N. 

Dalkin wants his old post abolished. 

"The present archaic system whereby 
the Administrator is at once Chairman 
of Council, representative of the 
Governor-General, chief executive 
officer, Lord Mayor and local social 
figurehead is no longer suited to present 
day conditions or requirements" Air 
Commodore Dalkin says. 

He makes the criticism in a submission 
to be presented to the Royal Commission. 

"The days are gone when a non 
resident of the Island should be permitted 
to exercise such wide powers and prerog¬ 
atives" he says. 

Any new system should include an 
Australian Government representative 
possessing much reduced authority, power 
and responsibility. 

Mr. Dalkin says that personal income 
tas is inevitable. 

Taxation should be paid by bus¬ 
inessmen, who had benefited consider¬ 
ably from the tax free climate. 

"Their protestations should be disre¬ 
garded" Mr. Dalkin said. 

Retired people should have a dis¬ 
trict allowance to be phased out over 
several years. 

Pitcairn descendants should have a 
similar allowance, phased out over a 
longer period -- say 15 years. 


Weir Report 


A COMMUNITY WELFARE Comm- 
ttee will be asked by Council to 
[consider the recommendations of the 
[Weir Report -- especially the idea of 
|a local Correctional Institution. 


'Bring-forward’ iob book waiting at Kingston 
for Norfolk’s new Administrator to arrive 

check up on a vast range of mat¬ 
ters, from the supply of blood to 
the island by the Red Cross to the 
erection of a new bus shelter. 

The book left behind by Mr. 
Pickerd runs through December. 

On some days there are as many 
as 50 separate entries. 

"It contains a great variety of 
Administration and island matters, " 
Mr. Pickerd told the News shortly 
before taking off for retirement 
in Canberra on Saturday. 

There was no news of a new Ad¬ 
ministrator’s being appointed at 
the week-end, but President of 
Committees Richard Bataille said 
there was almost an embarassment 
of riches in the application list. 

He had just returned from Can¬ 
berra, and said that many of the 
180 applicants had outstanding 
qualifications. 


AWAITING NORFOLK’S New Ad¬ 
ministrator when he arrives on the 
island is a vivid illustration of the 
complexity of his job -- a "Bring 
Forward" book prepared by Air 
Cdre. E.T. Pickerd. , 

It lists day by day matters that 
may need attention, or are ex¬ 
pected to come up, or perhaps 
just need bearing in mind. 

Mr. Pickerd said the new Admin¬ 
istrator will have his own style, 
and might prefer to follow up is- . 
land events in a different way. 

But had Mr. Pickerd remained, 
the book would remind him to 


September Council seemed reluctant 
to come to grips with the specific 
recommendations in the report, and 
wanted further investigation done by a 
committee that would include two 
Councillors, the Headmaster, twoTocalj 
Magistrates and a Police Officer. 
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You'll be pleased to hear that 
Rhonda and Jim Gardner returned to 
Norfolk last weekend with their new 
baby daughter, Mandy Jane, born on 
22nd August at Kaitana Hospital. 
Kaitaia is Jim's hometown. Rhonda 
said Brendon is enjoying playing 
"mother" to his new sister, but 
little Dionne is a bit bewildered by 
all the excitement. 

Graham Raynor has very reluctantly 
relinquished his wife Cheryl and their 
two children, Brendon and Katrina, 
who have come to spend four weeks 
with Cheryl's Mum and Dad, Ruth 
and Boy Sat Buffett. The bright 
smiles of Dianne and Noelene ind¬ 
icate they are very pleased to see 
their sister home again too. 

There was a hive of industry at the 
school on Saturday morning with 
approximately IS people participat¬ 
ing in the painting workshop. The 
Norfolk Island branch of the Aust¬ 
ralian Arts Council had arranged for 
Jean Isherwood to visit the Island to 
conduct the workshop. Miss 
Isherwood teaches art at the Sydney 


Tech, and is also a well known artist 
lin her own right having'held a number 
of exhibitions. Miss Isherwood hopes 
to spend some time painting here on 
Norfolk before returning to Sydney on 
Wednesday. 

One of the disadvantages of living 
on Norfolk I used to feel was not 
being able to pursue one’s hobbies to 
any great extent or being unable to 
attend live performances by visiting 
entertainers. The formation of the 
local branch of the Arts Council is 
providing a tremendous service for 
the public in meeting this need and 
arranging for entertainers of world- 
renown to visit the Island. 

Received a pleasant surprise the 
other morning to see Mrs. Anne 
Snell’s bright smile behind the 
counter of the Airport Liquor Sales 
store. Anne is helping out for the 
next two months or so while Allan 
Birkett accompanies his wife Jean 
to the mainland for medical treat¬ 
ment before they both spend some 
time holidaying on the Gold Coast 
in Queensland. 

No doubt about the Leagues Club. 
The directors certainly know how to 
organise a successful Prawn Night 
which was,held as the grand finale 
for the drawing of their popular 
raffle - a trip to Sydney far two to 
^ see the Rugby League finals. After 


a tremendous feast of prawns and 
chicken, excitement ran high as 
the raffle was drawn. Each person” 
present was convinced he would be 
the winner. George Park won first 
prize - lucky man. In thanking 
everyone for their support, Arthur 
Evans, President, said the proceeds 
of the raffle had helped to purchase 
a further section of land adjacent to 
the present Leagues Club premises, 
on which it was hoped work could 
begin within the next two years on 
erecting new Club rooms. Pelley 
then invited everyone to join in 
and enjoy the beaut dance music 
provided by George Smith on his 
electric organ -- good to see him 
back on the Island again -- Toofy, 
Philip Macrae and’Raymond 
Christian. 

Another popular raffle drawn on 
Saturday morning was the annual 
, Wives and Mothers Club Father’s 
Day raffle. The successful winner 
of a $50 voucher to be spent at' 
’Rex’s' was Peter Guile from 
Hillcrest. Bet he’s very pleased as 
there's all sorts of things he can 
choose from. 

Ch eerio. 



FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL 6DEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 

; regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may ^sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there it special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY t 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main unirtt- 
only $4.75); and SUNDAY dinner and a film. ~ 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared., and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

' COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
' in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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WHO SHOULD OPERATE THE NORFOLK SERVICE? 
WHAT ARE THE BEST AIRCRAFT FOR THE RUN? 

THREE COMPANIES SPEAK ON THE CONTROVERSY 


Qantas 

QANTAS DOESN'T WANT the 
Norfolk run. 

The route has cost the airline $4.6 
million in the last five years, and 
losses are continuing at $3/4 million a 
year. 

This was revealed in the airline's 
submission to the Royal Commission. 


"Following a review of Qantas' 
Norfolk Island services, in July 74, the 
Department of Transport was asked to 
consider relieving Qantas of the 
responsibility of their operation" the 
submission stated. 

Discussions resulted in the Depart¬ 
ment agreeing to support the Qantas 


Four submissions directly concerned with 
the questions of whether the Norfolk 
airfield should be upgraded, and if so 
how much; what aircraft should be used, 
and what operator should provide the 
service were placed before the Royal 
Commission last week. 

Here they are: 


application for a $3/4 million 
subsidy each year for the three years 
the Department estimated it would 
take to upgrade Norfolk's airfield to 
take 707s. 

The subsidy would be paid by the 
Department of Capital Territories or 
the Department of Tourism, 
to page 20) 


(For a 'passenger profile' of the typical island visitor, turn 


East-West 

EAST WEST Airlines plans to put a 
strong pitch to the Royal Commission 
for the Australia-Norfolk air route. 

The airline would introduce one- 
class Fokker F.27-500s fitted with 
long-range fuel tanks at three to 
six months notice. 

Then in about 18 months later, the 
pure jet F28 would be introduced. 

The Norfolk air route is a vital and 
necessary link, but quite small in 
comparison with the total aviation 
passenger business, East-West says. 

"That is the sort of route in which 
East-West specialises" the airline 
will tell the Commission. 

"The Norfolk route would make up 
over 10 per cent of East-West's gross 
revenue and would therefore warrant 
prime attention. 

"It would certainly become a blue- 
ribbon route in East-West's hands, 
rather than being one of many fairly 


minor destinations in a larger 
airline's inventory." 

The Australian Government, says 
the airline, should consider the inter¬ 
action between alternative types of 
air services, the life styles of Island 
residents and the Island’s development 
pattern. 

Holiday-makers liked daily air 
services, and increase in the amount 
of leisure time meant that demand 
for holiday travel was moving outride 
the traditional periods. 

In addition, long weekends were 
enjoyed at any time of the year. 

East-West's submission quoted the 
Butland Report's attack on the 
proposed introduction of large jets to 
the Island. 

The airline warns that a continuation 
of the 8 per cent growth rate cannot 
be expected while the DC4 remains on 
the run.. 


"The increasing attractiveness of 
alternative Asian and South Pacific 
holiday packages will cause the 
market to think twice about 
Norfolk" East-West predicts. 

With a small-medium jet, however 
Norfolk would be fully competitive 
in price and convenience. 

A "jet stimulation" factor of 10 per 
cent could be expected in the first 
year of jet operations. 

And the airline expects a signif¬ 
icant change in travel patterns with 
jets on the run. 

At the moment, average stay on 
the Island is about 10 days, and 
more than half of all tourists spend 
between seven and 14 days here. 

"We expect that the shorter flight 
time, decreasing relative holiday 
cost and financial incentives of 
off-peak holidays will combine to 
reduce average^ stays by as much as 
one-third" East-West suggests. 


Fokker-VFW 

THE FOKKER aircraft company has 
accused the Department^of the 
Capital Territory of making a mistake 
in leaving the Fokker F28 out of the 
department's Environmental Impact 
Study on upgrading the Norfolk 
airport. 

To remedy the alleged error, the 


company has sent its own study to the 
Royal Commission in a submission 

urging adoption of the F28. 

The F28s were being used by Ansett 
and two by Air Nauru. Three are on 
order by the Department of Transport 
and 25 by Indonesia. 

Fokker - VFW also suggest the 


Department was mistaken in assuming 
that all 20, 000 Norfolk tourists would 
come from Sydney. 

Sydney-Norfolk flights by big planes 
could not run economically more than 
three times a week, Fokker-VFW says. 

Five flights a week from Sydney by an 
F28 would provide better service 


and a word from the Department of Transport 


THE DEPARTMENT of Transport 
doesn’t want to buy into any argument 
as to whether the Norfolk airfield 
should be upgraded. 

For this reason, the Department 
has cast itself in the role of 
consultant to the Department of 
Capital Territories on upgrading 
talks. 

This was made clear in the 
Department of Transport’s 


submission to the Royal Commission. 

For a start, the Australian govern¬ 
ment has set a target of 80 per cent 
recovery of costs by 1977-78, and 
this has meant that Norfolk is low on 
the priority list. 

Further, improving the Norfolk 
facilities is really related to welfare 
of the economy and the residents. 

The Department of T ransport says 
it’s not in the socio-economic 


business. 

"Nor, indeed, are we competent to 
make decisions on investments with 
such objectives in mind" the sub¬ 
mission notes. 

"Put another way, airport development 
must be justified on non-transport 
grounds because of the extremely low 
revenue return the investment would 
earn if financed from transport funds." 
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1 e t t e p 


I have just finished reading every 
word in your "Norfolk Island News" 
dates 28th July and 4th August, 1975. 

AH Very interesting and they were 
lent to me to read by a man who with 
his wife spent their holiday with you 
all this year - from Tapanui, New 
Zealand. 

The reason I was thrilled to be able 
to read them, especially The Quintal 
Papers is because, Nellie Smith 
Quintal whose father was George 
Quintal an<J her mother was Alice G» 
Christian married William George 
Mayes at Howick, New Zealand 
12.10.2U They had no children and 
on 17 tn June, 1931 they adopted me 
as their daughter. Mum died 11/4/41 
and Dad died 22/10/69 so I don't 
have them anymore. But I heard so 
much about your people I plan to 
visit Norfolk Island one day when we 
can afford it. 

I was married 5/12/53 and we have 
produced seven lovely daughters. Two 
are now m&rried and living in 
Auckland and one single daughter is 
also working tn Auckland, and also 
we have a daughter (single) in Israel 
at present working on a Kibbutz in 
the cotton fields. Then we have 3 
daughters at home with us going to 
school, so when we have finished 
educating them we hope to visit your 
Island for our holiday. 

My husband has been in the N. Z. 
Forest Service for over 30 years now, 
NORMA DROWER . 

(Mrs. Drawer's address is 20 Dorset 

St., Tapanui, South Island, N. Z.) 


editorials 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION has -- let’s face it — said ..some very 
distressing.things about the Norfolk Island School in its submission to the 
Royal Commission. The Department's assertions aren't well supported, in the 
submission, by facts. And its general answer for the problems it sees is that -- 
guess what? the Department should take over the school. 

We find it shocking to have Headmaster Ian McCowan tell us that the De¬ 
partment can't really know the facts about Norfolk's school, because the De¬ 
partment people have never been here to study the school. 

We hope Cedric Hampson Q. C., Counsel assisting the Commission, will 
use some of the vinegar we’ve seen on Norfolk When he cross-questions the 
Department of Education about its submission in Canberra. If there are short¬ 
comings in the school that can be remedied with a practical amount of money 
and effort, we need to know about them. But the Norfolk School is a fine one, 
staffed by devoted teachers and attended by youngsters we love; and if the 
attack on it is ill-founded we'd like to see the attackers publicly exposed. 

• 

A NEW ERA in public information began last Wednesday down at Kingston. 

A Council motion moved and pressed by Cr. McIntyre , and approved unani¬ 
mously, now makes all business papers discussed at Council meetings avail¬ 
able to the press. The mysterious references to reports and papers no one out- 
side Council has seen will no longer baffle radio listeners for long. 

For a .very long time Administrators and Council have seemed to believe 
that subjects as yet unresolved were upsetting to the public. People wouldn't 
understand them, or they would cause a great fuss about things that weren’t 
going to happen anyway.. .and it. was so much easier to conduct Government 
business without ordinary people trying to get involved in it all. 

Government will be a little harder now, because the people will know 
more* sooner. Being a citizen will be a little harder, because people won't be 
able to say "It's their affair, down at Kingston, not mine." 

We congratulate all nine Councillors on their decision, and we congratu¬ 
late all residents on their new access to foreknowledge of what may happen. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12,30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy.Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


this Week 

on Norfolk 

| MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
I Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
I Film. Norfolk Hotel 
i TUESDAY 
j Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
! Darts, R. S. L. Club 
I WEDNESDAY 

j School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 

; Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
I N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
' Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
: THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesi Buffett 
on weekends. * 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouguet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News. P. O. Box 94. 


‘ to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
{sy ^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip- • 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer 







Research Makes the Difference 



The World’s Most Experienced 
Transistor Radio Manufacturer 


Sturdy & weatherproof—a perfect companion on the roughest outing: 
fhe SONY ICF-111B. 

Precision-smooth listening on FM. MW or SW: the ICF-111B again. 

Behind that he-man exterior's a silky-smooth package of solid-stale 
sophistication to pull in the music and news wherever, whenever. Sen¬ 
sitive FET in the FM front end, AM &:FM ceramic filters, AFC control fot 
(jrift-free FM, and the revolutionary SLED (SONY.Iight-emitting diode) 
indicator that tells you when you're.right on your station. The telescopic 
antenna even snaps down to mak&ian extra- 
Cbmpact carrying handle. 

The .SONY ICF-111B: something special for 
somebody special.. 

TTTough! 
and smoooth 

Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band flgrtable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A.-convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 


SEIKO 

CAMERALINES 

PIONEER 

HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


C A U T ION" only the above qutlets issue Sony International Warranty 



Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop” Is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from 2 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney; Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
. travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.!. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital, 
nn^+nr** 9.'10-11.30 and 2-3Mon-ffi 
UUw lUl • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting:^- 12 ; ^ ? - 8 - 3 ° 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. O.Box 94. 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, 
Lt's Worth a Thought. 

That'correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 

(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
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FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
..Reading...a Lifeline 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
eaTth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


really whet your 

Just after the^Fitet Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
et. Norfolk- Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm I lie 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Walcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC; 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU-TO, 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nDrki 1 mve 1 Of) n ( Exce P l Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UiLN » DA 10 — I »0U am tO 3 pm only from 9 am to 7 pm-- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. . .frozen meats, vegetables, f : sh, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' iteihs 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties...mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners...candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies. ..games, ..artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Crews that Work the ShiDs lI 8 htera 8 e ^ nem ^‘^ em ^ iThltive 

• The men who work it .almost 


work italmoet all have 
other "normal” jobs, Slid turn out 


Many "Bounty” Names in 

While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the' 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in at buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are” system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef A. 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty - 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and W inton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k?gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking . 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century thamthe 20th. 

■ But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful;arid 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 

When the surgf will quiet and 

THEN SHOOTS THF.LIGHTER IN. 
times gets knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING 


AT DAY'S END. THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 



gwSmBP The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 





Foxy's 
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We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as ; 
pro.piptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPfNGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL , 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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RADIO NORFOLK —- SEPT 8 - 14 


NE&: Iten-Frl 1 . 
Local; 10. Local 

MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Sir Keith Hancock 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I’m Sorry I'll read 
That Again 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Dickens" Characters 
12.00 Local News 
12.05 Sports Magazine 

1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7.00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10. 00 News 


. VL-2-NI 
‘ frequency, 1570 KHZ. 


30 ferid 8 Local: 8.30 World 8 
: 12. Local: 1. World 8 Local 


10. 05 Ring of Bright 
Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11.30 Glums 

12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Intern! Call 

I. 00 News 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music(Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 09 local News 
10.05 fiSd’s Army 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 

1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Top!) 

9.16 Inspector!^est 
10.00 Local Nevs 
10, 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

reporting 


10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 
12.00 News 
1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Yvon) 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 
1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 
1.30frop 10 

2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 
SUNDAY 

4.00 Kiusic(Daphne) 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6. 00-The Glums(Com) 

6.45 Children's Story 

7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan $> 

8.15 Accused in Box 

8.45 Play 

9.30 Classical Showcase 
10.00 Close 


(Conclusion of a two-part article) 

Gustave Leonhardt performs on these 
Alpine Organs with great integrity but 
just a little academically, bolding a 
tight reign on rythm. He mixes the 
wonderfully evocative tone colours of 
these old instruments with discrimin¬ 
ation and imagination. His registra¬ 
tion changes are full of abundant 
contrasts, allowing the polyphonic 
strands to emerge as clear and bright 
as a sunlit web at dawu. 

This Renaissance organ is one of 
the most precious instruments in the 
world. It is in Churburg Castle 
situated in Sluderno in die Val 
Venosta, South Tyrol, Italy. There 
are nine ranks of pipes under an el¬ 
aborate canopy. Air is supplied by 
hand bellows with the inlaid arms of 
the Trapp - Tannberg family. The 
dances (16th Century Pavans and 
Galliards) are rendered with marvell¬ 
ous stops such as ’Filomela' or 
Nightingale stop (a trill pipe in 
water containers) and "Gezwitscher" 
or Twittering stop. The pipes are 
made of dn and range from 8' to 1/8' 
which give the unique colour, pitch 
and timbre. 

The Gospel Organ in the magnificent 
Baroque monastery church in the former 
Benedictine Abbey at Muri, Aagau, 
Switzerland is preserved with its 


V historic unequal temperament. This 
f gives rise to marvellous and unexpected 
. tonal clashes that surprise the ear and 
refresh the spirit with the suddeness of 
I a thunddr shower. It is hard to 
| believe that such variation existed in 
Baroque instruments. So much that 
rendered this music as an interminable 
boring monochrome dissapears in a 
detailed shower of multicoloured 
fibres. We have become so 
accustomed to 'muddy* performances 
on Gargantuan 19th Century Town Hall 
Models. 

The St, Barnabas Chapel organ on 
Norfolk Island comes close to the 
Renaissance ideal - low wind pressure 
and few stops - although it was built 
much later and is more mellow overall. 
Even the creaking wind - chest and 
rattling tracker, action that gave me 
se h delight in the dim half-light as I 
pla /ed is prominent on some of these 
recc'dings. Electronics may have 
impro 'ed the physical efficiency of 
modem organs but they are emasculated 
in die process. Nothing can duplicate 
the flexing, murmurs and regular 
breathing > if the whole organism of the 
ancient org m as one plays. My 
nostalgia was aroused for the long 
summer evei.mgs I spent practising 
through the hi shed dusk, resting after 
a period on th*- cool lawn, back 
against the stoi e chapel wall as the 
day retired over the water and-singing- 
birds. 

ALPENLANDER - Historic Organs of 
Europe 1 - Leonhardt - PHILIPS ’SEON’ 
6775 006.' 



LORD HOWE ISLAND NOW 
HAS RADIO PHONE LINK 

LORD HOWE ISLAND: a jad£o phone < 
service now links Lord Howe with 
Australia and the rest of the world. 

The service will be available from 
telephones at the Post Office and the 
Island Superintendent's office. 

To start, it will be open from 9am 
to 5pm on Tuesdays, and from 4pm 
to 5pm other weekdays. 

Calls to Sydney will cost $1.80 
for three minutes, plus; a 60£ par¬ 
ticular person fee. 

If someone wants to ring a person 
on Lord Howe, the person will be 
delivered a memo saying so, with 
the telegram delivery service if 
possible, and can then go to the 
Post Office to take the call. 

NEW SAMOAN AIR ROUTE 

PAGO PAGOf Prime Minister Tupua 
Tamasese Lealofi IV of Western Samoa 
has granted approval for the Island 
Airways to operate between Western 
Samoa and American Samoa, accord¬ 
ing to George Wray. 

Wray said the U.S.' State Department 
played a keyroll in the negotiations 
on the agreement, which now offers 
a choice of service between the two 
points. Polynesian Airlines has served 
the run alone. 


He said one of the terms of the 
agreement was that Island Airways, 
which has 30 days to begin operations, 
charges the same "fare as Polynesian-- 
$63.20 regular roundtrip or $41.10 
for six-day excursions. 

Wray said Island Airways will announce 
its regular schedule for service between 
the Samoans in the near future. 



PACIFIC ROUND 



Hawaiian Airline Bids 
For Run to Pago Pago 

HONOLULU: Hawaiian Airlines, which 
flies from Honolulu to other Islands in 
the Hawaiian group, has applied to U.S. 
aviation authorities for the right to fly a 
triangular Honolulu-Pango Pango - 
Fiji service. 

The president of the airline says such a 
service could best be developed by a 
regional airline, because the large 
international airlines time their 
departures to suit U.S. and Australian 
passengers. 

"A regional airline can time flights 
to maximise local departure conven¬ 
ience, " he said. 

No ruling is expected on the applic¬ 
ation until mid-1976. 


TUTUILA PLAN TO ROUND 
UP JUNKED AUTOMOBILES 

TUTUILA, AMERICAN SAMOA: A 
drive to remove junk vehicles from the 
Island of Tutuila has been launched as 
a co-operative effort by the Governor's 
Office, the Office of Samoan Affairs 
and the Department of Public Works. 

Secretary of Samoan Affairs Le’iato 
Tuli is co-ordinating the pickup by the 
motor pool branch of Public Works in 
each village. The junk vehicles will be 
disposed of at two locations approved by 
Government Ecologist Don GraMw : 1 
Once the project is completed, those 
villages whiqh have not co-operated in the 
program will have to pay for the removal 
of their junk cars -- and may be subject 
to citations by the public health branch 
of the Department of Medical Services. 

In addition to being an eye-sore for 
both residents and visitors of American 
Samoa, junk vehicles offer excellent 
breeding places for the mosquitoes which 
spread such diseases as Filariasis and Dengue 
Fever. 

Public Health Officer Nofo Siliga has 
issued several warnings lately that 
mosquito - breeding areas in American 
Samoa must be controlled to avert a 
full-scale Dengue Fever epidemic. Out ¬ 
breaks of the disease have been reported 
in recent months in Fiji and western Samoa 
and several minor cases of Dengue fever 
have been reported in American Samoa. 


, ThE 

ROTARY 
* CLUB * 


OF NORFOLK ISLAND 



Raffles, Chocolate Wheel, Tombola, 
Stalls. 

Things to buy. Things to win, things 
to do and see. Treasure Hunt, Barbe- 
que Lunch at $1. 50, Afternoon teas. 
Merry-go-round, lolly scramble for 
the kids, etc. etc. 

AFTERNOON EVENTS - Sponsored 
Equestrian Jumping - open event - 
winner $20, Second, $10 - largest 
sponsorship - Magnum Champagne. 

AND first time on Norfolk Island - m 
SPONSORED BRICK AND ROLLING J* 

PIN THROWING COMPETITION. ^ 

Bricks for men .Rolling Pins~ 

for the women. / 

Make up your team of THREE NOW 
from work, at your Club or 
Association or at your favourite hotel. 
Best Aggregate throw - prize $30 each 
class plus trophy. 

Prize for largest cash sponsorship - 
Magnum Champagne. Entry fee $5 
per team .... Entry forms and 
Sponsorship cards are available now 
at the Commonwealth Bank, Martins 
Agencies, Foodlands, A.B. C. Hobby 
Center and the South Pacific Hotel. 
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ANNOUNCES-- A 


ILLAGE 


Grand Fund raising event to support 
a Hospital project at Rawson Hall - 



Saturday, 20 Sept|tn(i&, 1975 
tatting at 11 a. m* 



RAWSON HALL 


This Fair is being greatly assisted by 
Norfolk Island Organisations. REMEM- 
BER.THE DATE AND KEEP IT FREE - 
SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMBER. 


Entries close: Horse event - 12 noon 
on the day - 20 September,. 1975. 
Other events:: Friday 19 September, 
197 5 5 p.m. 


SAT. 20tx SEPT. 



On the day of the Fair Kik Quintal 
will leave to join Bonnie to start 
the Round Australia FLIGHT-A-THON 
IN A SMALL PLANE - "The Spirit of 
Rotary." This is a major Rotary Club 
project to raise funds for a special 
hospital project on Norfolk Island. 

; a. ‘IL- 

Be in it and have a go to help your 
community. 

September 1 975 


ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND ARE 
CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND - 
COME ALONG AND SEE HOW 
NORFOLK ISLAND CAN TURN ON A 
FAIR. Admission 40$, Children, free. 
People who are donating perishables 
such as vegetables, cakes etc. may 
deliver to Foodlands or the Common¬ 
wealth Bank on Friday or to the Rawson 
Hall by 11 a.m. on Saturday 20 
September, 1975. I 




NEWS "WnUds" 

Fam fresh eggs. 

Norfolk Poultry Products wish to 
advise that their farm-fresh eggs 
are available only from Burns Philp 
(M’gate & Burnt Pine) and Foodlands. 

2 Girls pin money 

Two ladies wanting $7.50 each pin 
money can earn it by three hours 
work before breakfast each Monday 
at News. Call in or write Box 94. 

Wanted to rent 

N.I. Administration requires three-; 
bedroomed house for period of about? 
two years. Please contact Administra¬ 
tive Officer, telephone 2001. 

Flrie Pacific map 

A few copies left of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing vast 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil¬ 
lip. Mail $1 to Bin 21, Box 94, N.I. 

Technician here? 

IBM, Gestetner, typewriter techni¬ 
cian on holiday here can earn a few 
bob and greatly help News by giving 
an hour's skill. Please write Box 94. 

Enlargements 

Amateur photographer with dark¬ 
room, able to do occasional work for 
News quickly & carefully, can earn 
weful cash. Contact editor. 

Close Sat. noon 

22 words, 16-letter headline in next 
issue of News, only $1, Convenient 
to get & fill in form at Jensens, the 
Milk Bar or Amy Bathie's. 



Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94. Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific.. 
Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman, 
Editorial Contributors this issue: 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker 
McCoy, Michael Moran, Roger 
Newman, Butch Quintal, Henry 
Smith, VL2N1 Staff, Dolores 
| Wotherspoon. 

Production, John & Rosemary 
' Howard, Ed Howard. 

Subscriptions: $A14 p. a. posted to 
Auso^lia, $A21 to New Zealand, 

$A2 5 elsewhere -- shortened- when 
postage rates rise. 

Advertising rates on request. 


The Arts Council of Norfolk Island Presents 

DOS MARAVILLAS 
a t 

Rawson Hall 
This Thursday 11 September 
8.00 P.M. 

Bookings at Leeside 

Adults 82.50 

Arts Council 
Members 82.00 

Children 81.50 


i 


Arts Council Performers Travel by Qantas 
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Norfolk, LIVING 


"There was an urge always calling 
me home" is how Dolores Wotherspoon 
felt when she and her family lived in 
Auckland for 20 years before returning 
-.o Norfolk. Dolores, Norfolk-born,. 
husband Bob and their son and daughter 
came "home” in 1965. 

As one drives up the long driveway to 
their lovely home at Steels Point, a sense 
of peace and freedom from hustle and 
bustle prevails. Their big collie greets 
you, the garden looks loved and 
welcoming and upon entering their big 
kitchen it is obviously the heart and 
soul of the home. 

In our enjoyable wanderings for 
iDterviews-for this column, time and 
time again we are so pleasureably 
struck by the kitchens of the Island 
homes being the "hub” -- the place 
where letters are read, friends are 
entertained, photograph albums 
brought out, newspaper clippings 
filed and grandbabies crawl on the 
floor. How much nicer than micro¬ 
wave ovens, noisey garbage disposals 
grinding away (good garbage for the 
chooks now) and kitchen timers 
clicking to remind you to do something 
you don't want to do. The Wother- 
spoons have a wonderful kitchen - 


DOLORES WOTHERSPOON 


immaculately clean, a breathtaking 
view, mod-cons quietly taking their 
proper place without dominating the 
room, or the people who live there. 

Dolores is addicted to the "bamboo 
rod” and fishes all over the Island 
including night fishing at Cascade Pier. 
She has a lovely, tranquil face which 
gently looks out onto the world and which 
seems to say I am thankful for the good 
life we have here. 

She has been kind enough to share 
several of her favourite recipes with 
us. We’ll print one today and save 
the others for later. She says the 
Prawn Curry is "particularly delightful." 
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PRAWN CURRY 

Mince an onion, steam in a little butter 
till tender. Mix wiih a tablespoon of 
curry paste, a tablespoon of grated 
coconut and then add gradually one pint 
of good stock, simmer for half an hour. 

Put in 1 lb. prawns shelled, simmer for 
ten minutes. About ten minutes before 
the curry is taken up, mix a teaspoon of 
flour smoothly with a little cream, add 
to the sauce and stir over fire. Serve 
very hot with rice. 



NOW IS THE TIME if you have 
not already done so to prune back 
poinsettas. Cut them back fairly 
hard. If cuttings are to be used, 
choose half-ripe wood. Cut to 
about 9" - 12” lengths and then 
allow them to cure for three or 
four days. They are best if laid in 
semi or full shade, uncovered. 

A good rule for all 'milky* cuttings 
is to leave them for a time before 
planting. If they are planted too 
fresh you are more than likely to 
find they are soft at the core and 
will slowly blacken off. 

Poinsettas carry their showy red 
bracts at the tip of new growth; 
hence yearly pruning for a good show. 

Other cuttings, to be treated in the 
same manner, are frangipani, geran¬ 
iums and pelagoniums. 

GLADIOLI are now well up. Your 
eye should be alert for aphid. If 
they are apparent spray with any spray 
orvtast that is for sucking insects. You 
shouldn't be troubled by thrips at this 
time of year. 

H1PPEASTRUM; Clean around the 
bulbs, which should have their necks 
above the ground. An application of 
manure may be made. Place snail 
baits among them, as these beautiful 
lillies are a great favourite with snails. 

CARNATION SEED can still be 
planted, seedlings pinched back, and 
set out. It pays well to pinch back 
carnation seedlings, giving a good 
strong plant to carry through the 
summer. Good open ground and good 
drainage are essential for healthy 
carnations on Norfolk. 

(Please address questions or 

good, garden ideas of your own 

to Garden Editor, P. O. Box 94.) 

September 1975 


PADDINGTON ABROAD 
and 

FAPDINGTON AT LARGE 

by Michael Bond 

I don't know whether any of my 
readers are bear fans but I’ve been an 
aficionado since I first learnt to read 
and waded my way through Winnie 
the Pooh. Then I graduated to 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears; the 
three bears took my fancy but 
Goldilocks seemed a juvenile pain 
in the neck and for me the story 
would have had a far happier ending 
if it had been about Goldilocks and 
the Three Tigers. So for lovers of 
the bear-pit I can recommend 
"Paddington Abroad” and "Paddington 
at Large" by Michael Bond. 

These are both books for children 
and like all really good children's 
books, are enjoyed much more by 
adults than by the age-group for which 
they are supposedly written. I make 
no apology for liking children's books 
and bears; I find that the older I get 
the more juvenile I become. In 
fact, every night when I go to bed it's 
a race whether it's me or my teddy 
who gets to lick the spoon the bedtime 
Ovaltine was stirred with. 

Paddington is a bear who was found 
wandering the London station of that 
name with a label round his neck 
saying "Will the finder please look 
after this bear." In these two books 
he has an encounter with a burglar, 
whom he captures, wins a television 
quiz programme, appears in a panto- 
mine, goes to Paris and learns to cook 
escargots au bruin and for some reason 
always carries a marmelade sandwich 
under his hat as emergency rations. 1 
must say if one could do this with cans 
of beer I for one would be quite happy 
to lead a "Bring back the Topper" 
campaign. 

Under a guise of simplicity both books 
contain more most uncommon 
common-sense than any number pf 
formal text-books of philosophy and 
logic. Children will enjoy reading them, 
or having them read, for die story about 
an engaging and bumbling creature; 
adults will enjoy them more for what 
they can get out cf them. 

~ Neither book is in the Library, being 
paper backs (Junior Puffins, actually,) 
but are in the bookracks round town. 

| Either or both make an excellent 
birthday or un-birthday present for any 
child, but buy them well in advance 
to get a chance of reading them first. 
HENRY SMITH . 
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Business & ommerce 


Govt Gztte Digst 

No. 4/9/75 
WHALE BIRD closed season from 
1/12/75 to 30/9/76 inclusive. 

1976 CHRISTMAS STAMP design 
competition closes 29/9/75. 

POSITION OPEN for clerical assis¬ 
tant with Admin Records. S’hand 
& typing desirable. $2436-85226. 
STRUCK OFF register: Pantaloni 
Shipping Co., Wavell Holdings, 
Woodstock Enterprises, all Ltd. 

FINAL MEETING of Alpine Ltd. 
7/10/75. 

TO BE STRUCK off: Gaydon Ltd.. 
unless cause shown by 4/12/75. 

NEW ORDINANCE: Crown Lands 
1975 effective 4/9/75, allows Mini¬ 
ster to delegate powers to specified 
Admin officers. Copies not yet 
available. 

BILL SYRETTE seconded from Dept. 
Cap. Ter. as acting Official Sec'y 
while C. 1. Buffett is on duty as 
Deputy Administrator. 

FINANCIAL RETURNS included in 
Gazette. General statements of 
revenue & expenditure 74/5 as on 
News business page 11/8/75. 

Highlights of others: 

Liquor Trading Sales & claims for 
74/5 were $539,210 including 
purchases of $322, 849, duty of 
$48,432, wages $26, 874 and pro¬ 
fit $149,452. Year-end stock was 
$64, 054, up from $46, 915 at 30/6/74. 
Lighterage charges were $66, 652, 
profit of $3,611 after charges in¬ 
cluding wages $34, 940 and 11 other 
expense items under $5,400. 

Electricity Undertaking sales were 
$252, 690. leaving profit of $15,504 
after generating costs (fuel labour 
maintenance) $87, 991, other main¬ 
tenance $35, 952, salaries $13,061, 
deprec'n $19. 956, interest $21,445, 
loan repayments $9, 000. 

Telephone service lost $5, 769 on 
revenues including rentals $21,137 
and overseas calls $23, 255. Costs 
totalled $53,694, main items sala¬ 
ries $13, 311, maintenance $18,433. 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Syd, Akl. Akl. Bne. Bne. 


4.25 
1.451 


2.40 

5.15 


10.30 

10.30 


10.30 

10.30 


aims DESCRIBES THE 
TYPICAL N.l. TOURIST 

A STATISTICAL picture of the 
typical Norfolk tourist emerges from 
the Qantas submission to be made to 
the Royal Commission in Canberra. 

The typical Australian tourist is in 
early middle age, and is a clerk, a 
manager, a professional, or a 
housewife. 

Women slightly outanraber men. 

Out of every 100 passengers on the 
Sydney-Norfolk tun, about eight are 
Norfolk residents. 

The passenger profile was compiled 
from a sample of 956 passengers, with 
an average age of just over 40, 68^ 
being married. 

It showed two age peaks - - 13 per 
cent of all passengers in the early 
twenties, dropping to nine per cent 
in their early thirties, with the 
largest group of 22 per cent aged 
45-54. 

Children under 15 accounted for 
only one per cent, and adults over 
64 eight per cent. 

In terms of occupation, 21 per cent 
were office workers, and 20 per cent 
housewives. 

There were 11 per cent of 
professionals, with directors, 
managers, salesmen, teachers, 
craftsmen, students, and retired 
people taking a few per cent each. 

Sixteen per cent came under the 
category 'other'. 

GROWTH NOW 10-12% 
Analysis of figures showed that 
between 1949 and 1959 die number of 
passengers carried between Australia 
and Norfolk averaged a growth of 
23.7 per cent a year, and freight 28.4 
per cent but both showed considerable 
annual fluctuations. 

From 1960 to 1970, the number of 
passengers carried each year increased 
from 1,265 to 15,311. 

"During this period the average 
annual passenger growth rate was 
33.6 per cent." Qantas stated, 

"and the volume of airfreight grew 
at 11.7 per cent. ” 

But from 1970 to 1974 the passenger 
growth rate slumped to 7.5 per cent, 
and freight 6 per cent. 

However, the figures show that 
after the two bad years of 1970 and 
1971, yowth has remained steady at 
10 to 12 per cent. 

Freight carried fluctuated 
markedly --- down four per cent 1971, 
up one per cent next year, up 21 per 
cent 1973-4 and down 9.1 per cent 
last year. 


...and says that thg 
Boeing 707 would ran 
circles around DG-4s 


Qantas will also present a cost 
comparison, in terms of cents per 
available tonne kilometre, between 
the DC4 and the Boeing 707. The 
DC4 cost is 66.67 cents/atk compared 
'to 30.46 cents/atk for the 707. 

The breakdown is: 


Materials 
Maintenance 
Tech salaries 
Crew salaries 
Fuel and oil 
Ground costs 
Fixed cost 
Miscellaneous 


DC4 

5.29 

11.62 

11.85 

5.17 

5.36 

10.16 

5.24 

12.28 


2.12 
0.89 
3.05 
9.71 
5.68 
5 '. 50 


"The DC4 Skymasters are obsolete, 
piston-engined aircraft... and they 
operate to an obsolete airfield" 
Qantas states. 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

THE AIR CARGO embargo from 
Sydney ended last week. The back¬ 
log at Mascot was 517kg on Friday, 
expected to be largely cleared o- 
ver the weekend. 

Auckland may not improve so 
quickly, but no position report on 
hand Friday. 

Passenger loadings continue to be 
unusually heavy, and cargo or travel 
needs should be thought of in adva¬ 
nce. During September Qantas has 
seats open only on the 21st to Syd¬ 
ney, and Air NZ is almost booked 
out to mid-October. 


[FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 1 

; September 6, 

1975 

A$i bought - 



UK 

£E 

.6036 

NZ 

$NZ 

1.1972 

FRANCE 

F.Fr 

5.593 

H/KONG 

HK$ 

6.424 

JAPAN 

YEN 

378.30 

N’LANDS 

F 

3.355 

SWITZ’D 

S.Fr. 

3.403 

W. GERMANY 

Dm. 

3.278 

FUI 

F$ 

1.0684 

USA 

us$ 

1.2764 ' 

NOUMEA 

CP.Fr. 

101. 69 

NEW GUINEA 


PAR 

j (Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) | 
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From Sydney 

ILE de LUMIERE Voy.7 

due arrive Norfolk 
tomorrow, 9 Sept. 

WILL'PROCEED TO ONEHUNGA; . 
BACK CARGO BOOKINGS TO AUCK¬ 
LAND SHOULD BE CONFIRMED BY 
11 am TOMORROW, 9th SEPTEMBER. 


THE NEW 
L li Al) hllS 


SUBSEQUENT SAILINGS: 

PORT de FRANCE Voyage 54 
DUE DEPART SYDNEY 29th SEPT. 
ILE de LUMIERE Voyage 8 
DUE DEPART SYDNEY 20th OCT. 


From Auckland 

ILE de LUMIERE Voy.7 
due to commence loa¬ 
ding Friday Sept. 12 

LATE BOOKINGS CAN STILL BE MADE 
—PHONE MARITIME SERVICES LTD. 
ON 75-509 IN AUCKLAND. 


SUBSEQUENT SAILINGS) 

ILE de LUMIERE Voyage 7 (3rd call) 
DUE DEPART ONEHUNGA 7th OCT. 
ILE de LUMIERE Voyage 8 
DUE DEPART ONEHUNGA 26th Oct. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
From time to time CCC will be 
looking to Norfolk Island to provide 
relief deck and engine crew for the 
"Port de France" and the "lie de 
Lumiere". It would be necessary 
for those interested to have had 
some seagoing experience. 






CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING’ NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 






SPORTS 



ROGER NEWMAN 


REDS THRASH BLUES 40-11 TO WRAP UP THE BP CUP 
BLUES MAKE GOOD START BUT LOSE TWO PLAYERS 
JAP MENGHETTI SCORES SIDE'S ONLY TWO TRIES 


Surprisingly only a fairly small 
crowd was at the Kingston Oval 

yesterday afternoon to watch the 1 

Final for the B. P. Cup between the 
Reds and the Blues, 

Conditions were perfect for football 
with the ground in excellent condition 
and although sunny the southerly wind 
put quite a nip in the ait. 1 ' 

Blues kicked-off with the wind 
behind them, fielding only 11 then 
which was rather surprising -- not 
giving them much of a show to win 
the Cup against a pretty well full 
strength Reds. 

Blues had the better of the first 10 
minutes pressing hard on attack 
having the Reds in all sorts of 
trouble in defence. A Cooper 
penalty after 5 minutes from the 
sideline hit the crossbar and fell 
into play but a terrific kick and 
just warning to the Reds thaf the 
boot was working well. 

■ Blues continued to press hard on 
attack and despite two missing 
players looked much the better side. 

From a move along the Blues' 
backline the ball went to Sid 
Cooper who steadied himself and 
slammed a great field goal 
straight down the middle to put 
the first points on the board 
followed a few minutes later by a 
Cooper penalty to put die Blues 
in front 3 - nil. 

Reds then seemed to come alive 
with more determined play and better 
passing and pressed deep into Blues 
territory and following a great back- 
line move only yards short of die 
line, Rob McBurnie crossed the line 
for a good try which Ian Pliffer 
converted to put Reds in front 5-3. 

The scrums were pretty even but 

Everyone shouting 
instructions — 
complete shambles’ 


when the Reds got the ball they didn't 
know what to do with it time and time 
again with everyone shouting instruct¬ 
ions, the result being a complete 
shambles and scrappy play. 

After 25 minutes Sid Cooper 
kicked a tremendous penalty from 
miles out to level the score at 5-all. 

Yarm Menzies made a break on his 
own 25 yard line eluding tackier 
after tackier until he crossed half-way 
on the clear and sprinted straight as a 
bullet with only Gary Svenson making 
a token chase as he didn't have a 
chance to catch the flying Red's 
Captain who scored under tne posts 
but the conversion wasn't successful 
leaving the score at Reds 8 Blues 5. 

Reds continued to attack with their 
two man advantage and were making 
the Blues defence work overtime but 
try as they did, they couldn’t keep 
the Reds out indefinitely with Ruffy 
Stevens and Rob McBurnie (serving 
his second) crossing over for tries, 
neither of which was converted to 
put the halftime score at 14-5 to 
the Reds. 

The scrums as I said were pretty 
even with Blues up by one at 8 to 7 
and way up on penalties by 6 to 
P»*ds one. 

Reds kicked-off with the wind 
behind them playing a team still 
two ment short and the question 
was how long could the Blues 
defence hold together. 

Not surprisingly the Reds really 
got on top with the wind advantage 
and scored four tries in quick 
succession - Boyd Adams, Ruffy 
Stevens, (his second), Rob McBurnie 
(his third) and Ian Pliffer. Ian 
Pliffer converted Ruffy Stevens' try 
and Kelvin Adams converted Ian 
Pliffer's try to put the game beyond 
doubt at 30 - 5 to Reds. 

Jap Menghetti was playing a good 
game for Blues as replacement half¬ 
back and weaved his way through the 
Reds to score a brilliant individual 
try after intercepting a Reds pass. 
Cooper couldn't manage the 


conversion but at least the Blues had 
managed to score when it looked as 
if 5 points was all they were going 
to get for the whole match. Score 
30 - 8. 

Reds continued to dominate and 
once again Yarm Menzies crossed 
the Blues goal line under the posts 
after a good hard run which Neil 
Connors converted to put them 
further in front 35 - 8. 

Once again Jap Menghetti, the 
elusive half-back burst into the 
clear after the Blues had won him 
the scrum and weaved his way to 
cross over for a good try, his second, 
the conversion missed leaving the 
score at 35 - 11. 

The game finished with Reds' Cap¬ 
tain Yarm Menzies scoring his third 
converted to make the final score 
40 - 11 and the B.P. Cup to the Red': 
for 1975. 

In the second half the scrums were 
7 all with the Blues coming out on 
top with the penalty count cone edit’: 
only one and getting four from the 
Reds. 

Overall a scrappy game which 
turned into a cricket score with the 
Reds deservedly winning against a 
depleted Blues side. 


Scoring details 
of the BP Cup 

REDS TRIES 


Rob McBurnie 3 

Yarm Menzies 3 

Ruffy Stevens 2 

Boyd Adams 
lan Pliffer 
CONVERSIONS ; 

lan Pliffer 2 

Kelvin Adams 2 

Neil Connors 


Total: 40 points. 

BLUES TRIES ; 

Jap Menghetti 2 

PENALTIES : 

Sid Cooper 2 

FIELD GOAL : 

Sid Cooper 
Total: 11 points. 
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SENDER- 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 11 £ 

To New Zealand 240 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk, 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
landing you our 
''Tourist Shopping 
(auide" to Norfolk. 

Qal1 in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



.-FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 









EGG PRICE FIX FOR N.I. HENS 

FARMERS BOARD WILL PUSH FOR $1.10 
MINIMUM PRICE, IMPORT CONTROLS 



charges was put into effect Friday 
morning, bringing with it a cat¬ 
alog of problems. 

• The special Christmas stamps 
have become "orphaned" by the 
rises. They will be available Oct¬ 
ober 6th in denominations of 10c, 
15c and 35c --the old rates for 
Australia, New Zealand and the 
U. K. The new rates are 18c, 25c 
and 45c for those three destina¬ 
tions. Only U. K. friends will get 
all Christmas stamps from Norfolk 
this year -- two 10c and one 15 p 
stamp covering the fee. People 
elsewhere will get a mix of 
stamps. This could cut into sales 
of the Christmas stamps. 

• The Post Office may soon run 
out of $1 stamps, which are going 
onto parcels at a far faster rate 
than was expected when they 
were printed. The Admin is 
considering how to react to this 
problem, and may resort to over¬ 
printing some stamps with higher 
values. 

(Continued Pg. 3) 


THE DAYS OF CHEAP eggs may 
soon be over, with housewives pay¬ 
ing a minimum price of $1.10 a 
dozen the year round. 

The Primary Producers Board 
wants shops to agree to price fix¬ 
ing and import restraint. 

The proposal follows represent¬ 
ations made to the Board by Nor¬ 
folk's major egg producer, Bill 
Burgess. 

The board will ask the Council 
to take the price and import pro¬ 
posals up with the food retailers. 

A spokesman said yesterday that 
the Board decided unanimously to 
back the move for price fixing and 
import restraint. 

The cost of producing a dozen 
eggs was $1 a dozfn, and eggs 
wholesaled at this figure retailed 
at about $1.10. 

During the peak production per¬ 
iod, which ran approximately 
from mid-August to late November 
or early December, with about 20 
small producers marketing eggs, 
the retail price fell below the 
cost of production. 

This was because the small pro¬ 
ducers glutted the market. 

The oversupply was made worse, 
the spokesman said, because re¬ 
tailers tended to be holding big 
stocks of imported eggs. 

"Producers deprived of a lucra¬ 
tive market during the high pro¬ 
duction period would be unable to 
offset costs during the low pro¬ 
duction period." the spokesman 
said. 

Mr. Burgess was at present pro¬ 


ducing about 85 dozen eggs a day, 
the spokesman said. 

"Unless some protection is given, 
these people will go out of egg 
production, leaving the island 
short of fresh eggs during the peak 
tourist season." 

The Board believed a complete 
ban on imported eggs would be the 
wrong approach. 

But the Council would be asked 
to seek the cooperation of import¬ 
ers in applying self-restraint dur¬ 
ing the peak production period. 


TRY AGAIN ON 
Q-STATION 

A NEW BID is to be made by land¬ 
holders to establish a quarantine 
station on Norfolk. 

The Council will be asked at its 
next meeting - to hold a second 
referendum on the issue. 

The referendum would seek 
authority for the Council to re¬ 
negotiate setting up a station with 
the Australian Government. 

Another poll of public opinion 
would give the people on the is¬ 
land a chance to say if they had 
changed their minds. 

Proponents of a new referendum 
believe that the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment feels setting up a quar¬ 
antine station on Cocos Islands, as 
proposed after the Norfolk Island 
proposal was defeated, would 
present international complications. 

And so the Australian Govern¬ 
ment would welcome a chance to 
locate the quarantine station on 
Norfolk, as originally proposed. 

It is believed that the Council 
is likely to be approached at the 
next meeting, in October. 
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MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 

- i: , \ 

SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS GIFTWARE JAEGER 


Photographies? 

Think MILTONS! 


Our photographic selection 
cannot be beaten 
in range and price 


BOLEX Bowl in and be stumped by our prices 

NIKON Synonymous with professional photography 
E UNI IG The only people for sound movies 

PENTAX One of the leaders in SLR photography 

CABIN The biggest-selfing slide projector on Norfolk 
Other great names: MINOLTA RICOH MAMIYA ELMO 

TOPCON HOYA VIVITAR EUMIG KONICA NIKONOS 
Also KODAK and AGFA films available 



HOSPITAL'S BLOOO TRANSFUSION SERVICE NEEDS 
BUILDING UP, MAINLAND EXPERT DIAGNOSES 


NORFOLK’S BLOOD TRANSFUSION 
set-up is not satisfactory. 

This is the opinion of a New South 
Wales expert. Dr. V.A. Lovric, 
voiced in a submission to the Royal 
Commission. 

"With geographical isolation, 
technical and logistical problems the 
situation regarding blood transfusions 
at Norfolk Island is not satisfactory" 
Dr. Lovric said. 

"It would certainly be quite inade¬ 
quate in the case of a major 
disaster. ” 

This might be a plane crash, or 
a major road accident. 

Dr. Lovric says that even setting 
up a blood bank on the Island 
would be no improvement. 

In fact, a blood bank would be 
unrealistic, considering the 
inadequacy of staffing and the 
small number of volunteer donors 
available. 


I (continued from front page) * 

- There is an immediate need for 
$2 and perhaps even $5 stamps, 
but they can’t be printed on short 
notice. 

- Continuing inflation may dis¬ 
rupt planning for future Norfolk 
stamp issues, which are an im¬ 
portant source of island revenue. 

Until now, "definitive" issues -- 
ships, then birds, now colonial 
buildings - - have been planned to 
come out over a period of 18 
months, and have a life of three 
years. Guessing what postal rates 
will be three years from now, and 
trying to decide how many of 
which denominations to order, 
could be a game of chance for the 
Admin. 

Increased income from the high¬ 
er postage will not be entirely a " 
windfall for island revenues. Aust¬ 
ralia makes three kinds of charges 
on Norfolk for handling the mail 
-- money order fees, an air mail „ s (i . 
account for getting the mail to 
Sydney, and overseas air mail 
charges for carrying Norfolk postal 
items around the world. Brian 
Bates of the Admin's accounts 
section says these charges are 
around $14, 000 a year. 

W ith everything else going up, 
increases in these charges could 
eat up much of the added income 
from Norfolk postage. 


Dr. Lovric made six recommend¬ 
ations to the Commission aimed at 
remedying the situation. 

These were: - 

The Hospital to get a proper blood 
bank refrigerator. 

- Regular monthly supplies of two 
types of blood to be sent from Sydney. 

- The despatch of blood to be 
streamlined. 

- The Hospital to keep 12 units of 
SPPS and albumin solution. 

- The nursing staff to be trained in 
cross-matching and collecting blood. 

- The donor panel to be updated. 

Dr. Lovric said he investigated the 

Island’s blood transfusion facilities 
last month. 

Two years ago, about 80 people 
were recruited by Dr. Henry Smith 
and Sister Bonnie Quintal for a 
donor panel. 

The IslaUd used less blood per head 
than might be expected. 

This was because most transfusions 
were carried out on the mainland, as 
in the cases of prospective mothers 
with antibodies, and cases of 
elective surgery. 

In addition, R.A.A.F. mercy-flight 
surgical teams brought blood with diem. 

In the case of an aircraft accident. 

Dr. Lovric said, Norfolk authorities 
estimated that, statistically, 20 per 
cent of the passengers would be at 
seri ous risk. __ 


Best house yet 

A DELIGHTED crowd of 345 people saw 
the Dos Maravillas perform in Rawson 
Hall Thursday night -- the N.I. Arts 
Council's best house yet. 

"This is the biggest audience 
attendance at a performance we have 
had" said Treasurer Ned Lenthall. 

The Arts Council's next attracti on 
will be the Queensland Theatre Group 
in mid-October. 

The Group was sponsored by the 
Queensland Arts Council and the 
Queensland Government 


The walk-off of 
the seventeen 
Spanish dal Is 

SEVENTEEN Spanish dolls walked off 
from a charity dinner sponsored by 
Rotar^ for the benefit of the hospit¬ 
al Saturday night. 

The dolls had been lent by indiv¬ 
iduals and two shops to help decor¬ 
ate the dining room for the special 
evening. 

About 130 people enjoyed the 
night greatly, but some guests ap- 
, parently figured that scoring one of 
the dolls was part of the fun. 

Graeme Wolley of Rotary says 
.people probably didn’t know the 
dolls had been borrowed, and that 
the owners counted on having them 
returned Sunday. 

Arrangements have been made so 
that anyone who finds one of the 
dolls out walking can leave it at the 
South Pacific front desk, no ques¬ 
tions asked. 


Canberra magistrate 
in court tomorrow 

THE NORFOLK COURT of Petty 
Sessions sat last Tuesday with 
Brenda Reed as chairman and fellow- 
Magistrates Ken Nobbs and Fred 
Jowett also on the bench. 

One prohibition matter wAs heard 
in chambers. 

A 46-year-old man with a record 
of previous offenses pleaded guilty 
to driving under the influence and 
was fined $30, or 14 days gaol in 
default. The same man was 
charged with negligent driving, 
but this charge was deferred to a 
later date. 

Court will set again tomorrow 
with visiting Magistrate Eric 
Pearson on the bench. The 
docket includes seven company 
rftatters involving failure to file 
jjljpual returns. 


Drug worry? Chat with the police 


PEOPLE WHO FEAR that a member of 
the family or some other person might 
be involved with drugs should have a 
talk to the police about it. 

The advice is offered by Sergeant 
Peter Harrison. 

"Quite often, people say they 
believe there is a drug problem on the 
Island. 

I am of the opinion that there is 
some evidence of drugs -- but very few 
people are coming forward to tell me 


anything about it." Sergeant Harrison 
said. 

People shouldn’t think the police had 
to charge anyone involved. 

"Certainly, I don’t believe that court 
is the remedy for the whole thing” he 
said. 

If anyone was worried over the 
possibility of a child or acquaintance 
being involved with drugs, he should 
have a chat about it to Constable Ken 
pb^rge or himself, Sergeant Harrison 


Setting new stamp 
values game of 
chance for Admin 
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FORMER COUNCILLOR 'WILLY PHIL' MeCOY DIES 


WILLIAM Tilly (Willy Phil) McCoy, 
of Stockyard Road, Steele’s Point, 
died in Norfolk Hospital early Wed¬ 
nesday morning at the age of 74. 

He leaves a wife, Helen, a daugh¬ 
ter Noreen, believed to be in Aust¬ 
ralia, and a sister, Mrs. Bessie 
Adams. 

A son, Ronnie, was killed in 
Korea on the day the armistice 
came into force. 

William McCoy spent most of his 
life farming the Steele's Point pro¬ 
perty that was part of the original 
grant to his grandfather, and was 
recognised as a leading horticulur- 
ist and agriculturist. 

He joined the Norfolk Island De¬ 
fence Force on the outbreak of the 
war in 1939 and was later sent to 
Sydney for medical treatment 
following an accident. 

He lived in Sydney for two years 
after the war, studying business 

Recordbazaar 

A RECORD $750 was taken at the 
1976 Church of England bazaar -- 
about $200 more than the figure set 
last year, according to C. of E. 
treasurer Bernie C’nristian-Bailey. 

The cake stall was the big money 
spinner, making $230 


! ROTARY M 


* CLUB * 

1 OF NORFOLK ISLAND 


Raffles, Chocolate Wheel, Tombola, 
Stalls. 

Things to buy. Things to win, things 
to do and see, Treasure Hunt, Barbe- 
que Lunch at $1.50, Afternoon teas. 
Merry-go-round, lolly scramble for 
the ldds, etc. etc. 

AFTERNOON EVENTS - Sponsored 
Equestrian Jumping - open event - 
winner $20, Second, $10 - largest 
sponsorship - Magnum Champagne. 

AND first time on Norfolk Island - 
SPONSORED BRICK AND ROLLING * 
PIN THROWING COMPETITION. ^ 

Bricks for men ..Rolling Pins 

for the women. 

Make up your team of THREE NOW 
from work, .at your Club or 
Association or at your favourite hotel. 
Best Aggregate throw - prize $30 each 
class plus trophy. 

Prize for largest cash sponsorship - 
Magnum Champagne. Entry fee $5 
per team .... Entry forms and 
Sponsorship cards are available now 
at the Commonwealth Bank, Martins 
Agencies, Foodlands, A.B.C. Hobby 
Center and the South Pacific Hotel. 


methods, before returning to Norfolk, 
becoming a member of the Council 
in 1950, for the Ball Bay ward, and 
continued till 1960. 

William McCoy retained an active 
interest in Norfolk affairs, and at 
the time of his death was preparing 
a submission for the Royal Commis¬ 
sion, proposing that a plebescite be 
held to allow islanders to decide 
their o wn fate. _ 

East-West plea 

AN EAST-WEST AIRLINES execu¬ 
tive wjll put a proposition to take 
over the Norfolk-Australia route 
before the Council this Wednesday 
night. 

East-West could take over the 
run at a few months notice. 


Pastor Smart back J 
[ here in harness I 

PASTOR ELVYN SMART arrived on 
Saturday to look after the Methodist 
congregation on the Island for four 
or five weeks. 

As he arrived, the six-man 
Methodist Mission team left. 

The Reverend Robert Smith, head of 
the mission, and general superintend¬ 
ent of the church's home missions, 
said the time on Norfolk had been "a 
very exciting week -- a most meaning¬ 
ful and worthwhile experience. ” 

Mr. Smith said 150 people attended 
the Wednesday night service, and up 
to 70 children went to the afternoon 
activities. 

He said that Pastor John Sharp was 
making slow process in Concord 
Repat. Hospital._ 


Rotary's <25,000 drive off to good start 



ROTARY'S AMBITIOUS $25, 000 
Hospital fund raising drive has got 
off to a good start. 

The ’night club’ at the South 
Pacific was a sell-out, more than 
120 people turning up. 

The ’Pig-in-the-Barrow’ comp¬ 
etition raised over $500. 

The Village Fair to be held this 


LLAGE 


Grand Fund raising event to support 
a Hospital project at Rawson Hall - 


figures a long way towards the 
$25, 000 target. 

Next Saturday, too, Kik Quintal 
leaves for Australia to join wife 
Bonnie on a round Australia 
"Flight-a-Thon” for the drive. 

The couple are due back on 
Norfolk on October 20, after a tour 
which carries them north as far as 
Darwin and west to Perth. 



AIR? 


| HAY RIDES m 
HERRY-60-ROUND 


RAWSON HALL 


This Fair is being greatly assisted by 
Norfolk Island Organisations. REMEM¬ 
BER THE DATE AND KEEP IT FREE— 
SATURDAY 20 SEPTEMBER. 


Entries close: Horse event - 12 noon 
on the day - 20 September, 1975. 
Other events: Friday 19 September, 
1975 5 p.ro. 


SAT. 20* SEPT. 


On the day of the Fair Kik Quintal 
will leave to join Bonnie to start 
the Round Australia FLIGHT-A-THON 
IN A SMALL PLANE - ’The Spirit of 
Rotary." This is a major Rotary Club 
project to raise funds for a special 
hospital project on Norfolk Island. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Be in it and have a go to help your 


■ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND ARE 

Cordially invited to attend - 

QOME ALONG AND SEE HOW 
NORFOLK ISLAND CAN TURN ON A 
FAIR. Admission 4Q£, Children, free. 
People who are donating perishables 
such as vegetables, cakes etc. may 
deliver to Foodlands or the Common¬ 
wealth Bank on Friday or to the Rawson 
Hall by 11 a.m. on Saturday 20 
September, 1975. f 
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•BALLANTYNE 
•McGEORGE 
•COX MOORE 
•PETER SCOTT 

Top English 
and Scottish 

KNITWEAR 


Suits 
Blazers 
Trousers 

wmmmmD 

DAKS 

for men, ask any woman 
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BARRETTS 



ENQUIRY DENIED, SO L 

HOWE STARTS ITS OWN 

THE "ISLAND COMMITTEE" on Lord 
Howe is taking steps to assess resid¬ 
ents views on the island’s future ad¬ 
ministration and regulations. 

At a community meeting held in 
April, it was decided to press for an 
official enquiry into all aspects of 
the island's future before any new 
amendments were made to the Lord 
Howe Island Act. 

Mr. P. W. Dignam, chairman of 
the island Committee, says that at¬ 
tempts to get such an enquiry set up 
have failed. 

With the NSW Minister for Lands 
visiting Lord HoWe this month, the 
Committee determined to conduct its 
own canvas of public opinion, and 
put the residents* views to the Min¬ 
ister. 

(Under recent changes in NSW 
laws, the Minister for Lands has res¬ 
ponsibility for administering Lord 
Howe.) 

Mr. Dignam said the Committee 
wanted to be in a position to place 
before the Minister Lord Howe’s own 
ideas on how the island should be ad¬ 
ministered. 

About sixty people attended a sec¬ 
ond community meeting late last 
month to form a ballot paper to 


draw out i irsi'itnu* v.sws. 

The first question agreed on by the 
meeting was whether the definition 
of an "Islander" should remain as it 
is under the Lord Howe Island Act, 
or whether a new definition is need¬ 
ed. 

As a proposed alternative defini¬ 
tion, the group agreed on "a person 
whose name immediately before die 
commencement of the Lord Howe 

PAORCROy^D 


Island Act 1953 was shown in the 
records of the Chief Secretary’s Dept, 
as that of the holder of a Permissive 
Occupancy of part of the Island 
from the Board of Control appointed 
by die Excutive Council by a Min¬ 
ute dated the 4th February 1913 
(whether during the tenure Of office 
of the members thereof first ap¬ 
pointed or of any members appoint¬ 
ed by any later minute of the Exec¬ 
utive Council) or a person who has 
been in continuous residence on 
the Island for a certain number of 
years or the issue of such person or 
a spouse or widow or widower, of 
such person or of such issue. 

Residents considering this defini¬ 


tion will Le asked to say What the 

required period of residence should 
be, from a choice of 6, 10, 15, 

18 or 20 years. 

Residents will also be asked to 
approve or disapprove a possible 
new form of the Lord Howe Island 
Board, It would have seven mem¬ 
bers.- Three would be NSW public 
servants: the Under Secretary of the 
Department of Lands as Chairman, 
the Director of National Parks and 
Wildlife, and the Director of Tour¬ 
ism. 

Four would be island residents -• 
three "Islanders" and one non-is¬ 
lander who is a Perpetual Lease 
Holder. These four would be el¬ 
ected for three-year terms. 


HELMETS OR BE 6A0LED 

PACO PAGO; A law has been passed 
requiring motorcyclists to wear hel¬ 
mets in American Samoa. 

Under the new law cyclists and 
passengers must wear safety helmets, 
fastened securely with a chin strap. 

If the motorcycle or motor scooter 
does not Have a windscreen, riders 
are required to wear safety glasses, 
goggles or a face shield. 

The penalty for not observing the 
law will be a fine of up to $20, and 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


up to one month in gaol. 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome;***" 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific Is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer^ you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one. 
inexpensive dish* usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. j.v. 

Five Nights a Week there is specif entertain-, 
ment: MONDAY a smorgasbord and danfeS'i WEDNESDAY, 
Housle; THURSDAY a. barbecue fnd dance; SATURDAY 41 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine, steak main (eonr'se 
only $5.25) s and SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods,; 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girts in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Twotfrequests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and a^ta.ftge.to^arrlve f.. 
before 8.00. ' 

COME AND ENJOY The SoutTi Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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letters 

The Australian Department of Ed¬ 
ucation's views towards the Norfolk 
Island School are in the pattern set 
by the Department of the Capital 
Territory towards the Island as a 
whole namely: 

- The belief that the best way to 
run Norfolk Island is to live in 
Canberra. 

- The logical consequence that 
those who are here don't know 
enough about the place to do a 
good job. 

-The solution of still more Canberra 
control and still less local say. 

When it takes eleven Canberra pub¬ 
lic servants coordinating an alleged 
$2{ million annual budget for Nor¬ 
folk Island in order to tell us that 
Norfolk’s ordinances can't be 
drafted in under three years, it's 
time for a new system. Why not 
divert the eleven to the Coral Sea 
Territory and let Norfolk Island and 
the Australian Government go 
halves in the $2| million. 

Duncan McIntyre. 

I would like to write to men and 
women on your island so please 
would you publish my request in 
your paper. 

My hobbies are stamp collecting, 
coin collecting, fishing, gardening 
and I am interested in travel. 

Thank you for helping me. 

Yours faithfully, 

F.G. Bienke 
70 Bangalow Road, 
Byron Bay, N. S. W. 
Australia. 2481 


editorials 

IN COVERING the proceedings of the Norfolk Island Court of Petty Sessions, 
the News policy is to report convictions and acquitals, and to describe some 
of the circumstances when possible, but not to mention the name of anyone 
charged in criminal matters. 

The purpose of this policy is to show that the law is being enforced, and 
penalties being given. By avoiding mentioning the name of the person, we 
intend to avoid adding to the embarrassment, or to the punishment, that de¬ 
fendants receive through the legal process. Our job is to inform readers, not 
to take part in punishing offenders. Acquaintances of a defendant know who 
he or she is, even though names are omitted; others have no real need to 
know. 

NOBODY LIKES PRICE RISES but a recent one and a possibly forthcoming 
one ought to be accepted peacefully because of the circumstances. 

Everyone on the island benefits by Australia's willingness to have us be 
included in it's postal system. A person posting a letter from Norfolk to Syd¬ 
ney pays exactly what it costs to post a letter from North Sydney to Sydney, 
and that's good value. If Norfolk had to finance a complete postal system, 
including handling its own negotiations with all other countries of the world 
through the Universal Postal Union, a letter to Australia would probably cost 
a great deal more than we’re paying now. If the Australian system needs 
higher charges to break even, we ought to pay our proper share, as members 
of the system -- and favoured members at that. 

A rise in the price of eggs, as part of a program to protect local poul¬ 
try farmers and assure that egg production is a reasonable way of earning a 
living, year-round, ought also to be supported. It's nice to be able to buy 
eggs cheaply when they are plentiful, but in the long run that means we'll 
have egg shortages in the future: the low prices simply put large producers 
on Norfolk out of business. Consistent local production, assuring residents 
of fresh, local eggs twelve month^ a year, ought to be encouraged. For 
people who don't agree, there is (unlike the cost of postage) a practical 
alternative: keep your own chooks, feed them largely on scraps, and when 
the hens don't lay, do without eggs. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News. P. O. Box 94. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Bums Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, eveiy day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


hiisWeek 

on Norfolk 

I MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 

M. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 

N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R, S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film. R. S'. L Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesk Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday: from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find; 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mt 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)| 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 









Research Makes the Difference 



BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 



The'World's Host Experienced 
Transistor Radio Manufacturer 


Sturdy & weatherpr.oof—a perfect companion on the roughest outing, 
the SONY ICF-111B. 

Precision-smooth listening on FM, MW or SW: the ICF-111B again. ■ 
Behind that he-man exterior's a silky-smooth package of solid-state 
jophistication to pull in the music and news wherever, whenever. Sen¬ 
sitive FET in the FM front end. AM & FM ceramic filters, AFC control foi 
{jfift-free‘ : i^M, and the revolutionary SLED ( SONYlight-emitting diode; 
indicator that tells you when you're right on your station. The telescopic 
flntenna even .srsaps down to make an extra- 
Cbmpact carrying handle. 

■ The SONY ICF-111B: something special for 
somebody special. 


1 i 

TTTough! 
and smoooth 

Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 65 -a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic- 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit - for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field EffectTransistor;, 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudnes: 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. Ail these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechanl 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


SEIKO 

CAMERALINES 

PIONEER 

HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


CAUTION- only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Reaember Bond’s Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. ~ 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of' 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisllng and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


k Priority HA. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is th e Norfolk Island Hospital. 
7W+™ * 9.30-11.30 and k-3Mon-ftr 
yUUlUr • sat. (urgent only) ( 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting ;■ 11-121 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It’s small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants'and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p. QBox 94 

Visitors Welcoae at 
HA. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


NORFOLK’S HISTORY: 6RIM, 
It’s Worth a Thought, 

That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 

. and being proper, thought of them as 
' masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 

(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
..Reading...a Llfetiae 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. • 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great.deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and" lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I.Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gid ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

; 15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
' in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else In 
the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p. m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here arejh few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


flDCW 7 HA VC 7 Of) -f/% 0 __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN l DA 10 I #wU 8.B! TO D piD only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the Ships^ ste ™ ™rf e ?j^ itive - 

J J • The men who wdrR it almost alfhave 


While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Haying decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, ( / 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen - land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and- « ^ 
begin moving the mobile cranei, ■ V 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations,' 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, ■ 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the un powered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and, . 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage' 
Basis, 

On'an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer k'gs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal"’ jobs* and turji out - 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept'ihto'pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulationS'dre closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it worfe. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable (accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some - 



WHEN A 3! A IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGF WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 
times gets*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives; And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORF IN A SLING 


AT DAY'S END. THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 





KEIMWOOD 


Burns 


The Professionals in sound equipment 


visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 


means fabulous music 


Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 

Ofi PIONEER 

AKAI 






Foxy's 




SOOTH PACIFIC FESTIVAL INVITES 23 COONTRIES TO PARTICIPATE 
— tat Norfolk Hasn't accepted: It wouldn't aid toorlsa 


The second South Pacific Festival 
of Arts will be held at Rotorua, 

N. Z«, from March 6th to 13th 
next year. 

Norfolk Island has been invited to 
participate, along with 22 other 
Pacific countries and trust territor¬ 
ies. 

The possibility of Norfolk's taking 
part in the Festival was referred to 
the Tourist Board, which did not 
feel the expense would be good val¬ 
ue from a tourist promotion stand¬ 
point. 

So far 15 countries have indicated 
they will be in the Festival. At 
this stage it is expected that more 
than 1500 people will be taking 
active parts in the event. 

The administrative director of the 
Festival, Mr. W. N. Jaram, says 
that performing groups expected 
will include the Cook Islands Nat¬ 
ional Arts theatre, die Dance 
Group of Guam, the Gilbertese 
dancers, and artists from the New 
Hebrides. 

The festival will include songs, 
dances and traditional games of 
South Pacific peoples. Visual arts 
will include painting, sculpture 
and craft demonstrations such as 
woodcarving and weaving. 

At the end of the festival it is 
planned that overseas participants 
will visit various parts of New Zea¬ 
land for a further week, giving 
evening performances and visiting 
secondary schools. 

The idea of a South Pacific 
Festival of Arts was initiated by 
member Governments of die South 
Pacific Commission. It was felt 
that many parts of the Pacific reg¬ 
ion were in danger of losing their 
traditional arts or having them 
submerged by other cultures. 

The purpose of the festival is to¬ 
wards the conservation and devel¬ 
opment of the various local art 
forms as well as providing an oc¬ 
casion for the peoples of the region 
to mix in a friendly atmosphere. 

The 1st South Pacific Festival of 
Arts was held in Suva, Fiji, in May 

1972, and involved mote than 2, 000 
participants from 22 countries and 
territories. 

As there are few places in the South 
Pacific with the necessary resources 
and facilities for such an occasion. 
New Zealand's late Prime Minister, 
Mr. Norman Kirk, offered New Zea¬ 
land as the site for the festival in 
1976, when he attended the South 
Pacific Conference in Guam in 

1973. 
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This offer was reiterated by the 
present Prime Minister, Mr. Bill 
Rowling, at the South Pacific Con¬ 
ference in Rarotonga last year. 

Originally, only countries within 
the South Pacific Commission reg¬ 
ion -qualified to participate in the 
festival. But at a recent festival 
workwhop held in Noumea, it was 
decided to extend invitations not 
only to South Pacific Commission 
countries, but also to Hawaii and 
Easter Island. 

The New Zealand Government has 
therefore issued invitations to the 
following 23 countries and trust ter¬ 
ritories to send performing groups 
and artists: Cook Islands, Niue, 
Tonga, Fiji, Western Samoa, Am¬ 
erican Samoa, Nauru, Guam, 

Trust Territory of Micronesia, Haw¬ 
aii, French Polynesia, Wallis and 
Fatuna, New Caledonia, Solomon 
Islands, Tuvalu (formerly Ellice 
Island), Gilbert Island, Papua New 
Guinea, New Hebrides, Norfolk Is¬ 
land, Pitcairn Island, Easter Island, 
Tokelau Islands and Australia; 

Mr. Bill Rowling, Prime Minister 
of New Zealand, says it is "vitally 
important that each country in the 
(South Pacific region maintain its 
individual character. 



"The basis of this individuality 
ican largely be found in the tradi¬ 
tional art forms and customs which 
have been passed down the ages. . 

"It is here that we find the roots 
of both the similarities and the 
differences between people of 
close racial origins, but of differ¬ 
ent and individual nationalities. 

"Nationhood is a far greater driv¬ 
ing force than any group of nations 
you care to think of. If the group 
is to work, then individual national 
Identity must be maintained," Mr. 
Rowling says. 

The Prime Minister added that it 
was not surprising that, in the South 
Pacific situation of a group of many, 
comparatively tiny nations, there 
was some fear of cultural and ident¬ 
ity 'swamping' of the small by the 
larger countries. 

^This is why the South Pacific 
Commission, which gave birth to 
the South Pacific Conference, init¬ 
iated the South Pacific Festival of 
Arts. 

"So it can be seen that the festival 
is not just a cultural gathering. It 
is the reaffirmation of a promise be¬ 
tween member Governments, that 
individuality and nationhood shall 
be retained in the Pacific family." 


HP 



MR. BILL ROWLING. NEW ZEALAND'S PRIME MINISTER, 
INSPECTS THE OFFICIAL POSTER FOR THE FESTIVAL. WITH 
HIM ARE THE MINISTER FOR MAORI AFFAIRS, MATIU RATA. 
AND DICK JOHNSTONE, THE FESTIVALS PRODUCER. 
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Met a delightful couple last week - 
Bill and Carol Bye. who with their 
5-year-old Damien and baby Fiona, 
have thoroughly enjoyed their two 
weeks on Norfolk. Bill is an ortho¬ 
paedic surgeon at St. Georges in 
Sydney. He especially enjoyed 
being beyond calling distance of his 
pocket "beep-beeper" which keeps 
him in contact with the hospital at 
all times within a radius of 40 miles. 
"Much less restricting than having 
to stay at home beside the phone," 
as Carol said. A person obviously 
very interested in his work. Bill 
has been able to relax here with his 
family and follow some of his other 
interests - squash, walking and 
sketching - while Carol has been 
practicing her newly acquired 
driving skills. 

A couple who have recently spent 
a rewarding and interesting time in 
Sydney with their three children are 
Ivan and Dianna Milton. They took 
the children on a number of 
excursions including the Lion Park 
which was a little disappointing. 
However, the children thoroughly 
enjoyed their visit to the Spanish 
Circus where all the performers 
were between the ages of 8 and 24. 

A priest in charge of a small town 
for orphans founded the circus 
school for the children. Anyone, 
other than the orphan children, 
who wishes to join the circus school 
must first have a university degree. 

Another interesting aspect of 
their holiday Ivan said was a visit 
to Old Sydney Town situated some 
twenty miles from Sydney near 
Gosford, where a township is being 
faithfully reconstructed on the site 
of one of the earliest settlements 
in Sydney. Ivan was very 
impressed with the authenticity of 
the project. Shops are being 
reconstructed with the original 
owners' names hanging outside. 
Dwellings made from wattle and daub 
have been built and in each of them 
a fire is always burning in the open 
fireplace. The simple dwellings of 
the convicts have mud-packed floors, 
thatched roofs, very sparsely furn¬ 
ished with hammocks for sleeping. 
Officers' quarters were distinguish¬ 
able by their brick floors and shingles 
on the roofs. In the homes handcrafts 
of the day are carried out. One can 
see women in period costume making 
tiny dolls, sewing clothes and 
patchwork quiits or making puppets. 

In the workshops tin and copper 
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smiths were busily making their 
wares which could be bought by 
visitors to the settlement. Fire 
irons could be bought quite reason¬ 
ably from the iron foundry, a set 
of leg irons cost about $14. Each 
of die shops had its own small 
vegetable garden and grew only 
those vegetables of the particular 
period. Apparently the shopkeepers . 
were keen to grow tomatoes but 
couldn't find any reference to such 
a plant. Eventually it was discover¬ 
ed they were in fact grown then, but 
were known as "love apples" - what a 
delightful name. The vegetables 
grown are sold at a small market. A 
very interesting reconstruction in 
progress at the present time is the old 
prison which is being rebuilt on its 
original site. Ivan recommended a 
visit to Old Sydney Town - he said 
it made one aware of the simplicity 
and self-sufficiency of living in .those 
days as compared with all the modern 
conveniences we have come to regard 
as essential in this day and age. The 
small homes appeared very cosy 
despite the lack of modern furnishings. 

Those who attended th$ "Fiesta" of 
Spanish dancing last Thursday night 
received a real treat. A gasp of 
delight and admiration could be heard 
as the curtains opened. Carmen 
Maravillas, resplendent in a vivid red 
and black costume and framed by a 
large black lace fan was standing like 
a statue. Then Juan strummed the 
opening chords on his guitar and we 
were off on our journey through Spain 
with Carmen demonstrating the dances 
from the different regions - lighthearted 
gypsy folk dances to the more 
classical dances. How Carmen managed 
to change into those different costumes 
so quickly I'll never know. They were 
really beautiful too. As well as playing 
the dance music for Carmen, Juan 
thrilled us with his solo items and 
delighted us with his "inside" informatioi 
about his wife's shoes and other props 
used during the items.* A truly 
memorable evening. 

A sprightly old lady sitting on the 
verandah at Aunt Em’s the other day 
was telling me how thrilled she was to 
be spending a holiday on Norfolk with 
Jean Mitchell - they were neighbours 
in Camberwell, Victoria, several 
years ago. Because of ill health 
Mrs. Bonner had moved to Southport 
in Queensland where 1 she has been 
living for the past few years. She 
was saying that when she arrived at 
the airport in Brisbane and saw the 
smallness of rite plane she was a little 
bit apprehensive, never dreaming that 
when she booked her flight she would 
be a passenger on the inaugural flight 
of the Beechcraft King Air. However 
Mrs. Bonner said she need not have 
worried as the flight was "beautiful" - 
she enjoyed every minute of it and 
visited Lord Howe on the way over as 

5 September 1975 


well. Mrs. Bonner is enjoying 
meeting the different people that 
pop in and out of Aunt Em’s. "Every 
one has a smile for you, even the 
shopkeepers, which makes a person 
feel very welcome," she said. 

Cheerio till next week. 



HEWS "MlnlAds" 


Car for sale 

Morris I5M - Fair condition. 
$700 or nearest offer. See 
Norma Menzies. 


Wanted to buy 

2 litre ice cream containers 
50 each - please leave at 
Amy Bathies’. 


Fresh local eggs 

Only 800 pozen - no limit 
at the Milk Bar. 


2 Girls pin money 

Two ladies wanting $7.50 each pin 
money can earn it by three hours 
work before breakfast each Monday 
at News. Call in or write Box 94. 


Close Sat. noon 

22 words, 16-letter headline in next 
issue of News, only $1, Convenient 
to get & fill in form at jensens, the 
Milk Bar or Amy Bathie’s. 




'Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bi.ll Wiseman, 

Editorial Contributors this issue; 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker 
McCoy, Robert Nicolson, Butch 
Quintal, Henry Smith, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Shelley Buffett and Rose¬ 
mary Howard. 

Production, John Howard. 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again, though this 
latest one ought to hold them for 
a while. 

Advertising rates on request. 
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On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object Is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

,,, We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPfNGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK — SEPT 1b - 21 

frequency, 1570 KHz. 

NEWS: Hon-Frl 7.30 World 8 Local: 8.30 World A 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local; 1. World 8 Local 


MONDAY 
7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk (Beryl) 

10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Sir Keith Hancock 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12.00 Local News 

12.05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I'm Sorry I'll read 
That Again 
10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Dickens' Characters 

12. 00 Local News 

12.05 Sports Magazine 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

1. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10. 00 News 


10. 05 Ring of Bright 
Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11.30 Glums 

12. 00 Local News 
12.06 Intern'1 Call 

I. 0Q News 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Dzd's Army 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12.00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Inspector’West 
10.00 Local News 
10.05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookrvorm 

reporting 


10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11. 30 Insight 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church oi England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Yvon) 

12 . 00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 09 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 
SUNDAY 

4. 00 Klusic(Daphne) 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5. 30 World News 

6. 00 The Glums(Com) 

3.45 Children’s Story 

7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (9) 

8.15 Accuted in Box 

8.45 Play 

9.30 Classical Showcase 
10. 00 Close 



A DRUM CHOIR of congas, bongos 
and timbales sets up a spiky beat 
punctuated by rattling maracas and 
a shower of cowbells. A pair of 
trumpets blasts off in the brass bri¬ 
gade. At the center of the excite¬ 
ment a small, bearded figure hudd¬ 
les over the piano, sweat pouring 
off his face. Eddie Palmieri at¬ 
tacks the keyboard with fingers, 
forearms and chin before a sellout 
crowd in New York. 

The name of the sound is salsa, 
as in salsa pic'ante - Spanish for 11 
hot sauce. As anyone who can tell 
. tamales from timbales knows, sal¬ 
sa is gar an teed to open up nerve 
endings. From Boston to Miami, 
young Hispanics are picking up the 
beat. In recent years Latin music 
programs have been smash hits at 
New York's Madison Square Garden 


and Yankee Stadium. There is an 
embryonic curiosity about salsa on 
the pop scene too, among fans who 
are no longer charmed by recycled 
golden oldies - Bobby Vinton's 
Beer Bartel Polka, for example - or 
who prefer music that is spicy rath¬ 
er than electronically spacy. 

"I don't think there is any way to 
stop salsa, " says Palmieri. ’’The 
day is coming when rock bands will 
find themselves playing opposite a 
Latin orchestra." Although it has 
been developing for 30 years, salsa 
is a new musical adventure for 
most Latinos as well as for Ameri¬ 
cans. Its roots extend back to Cu¬ 
ban dance music of previous dec¬ 
ades like the rumba. After 1961, 
when the U. S. suspended relations 
with Cuba, emigrant Latin music¬ 
ians and mainland-born Puerto Ri¬ 
cans gradually fused their own 
style with elements of American 
rock, soul and especially jazz. 

The result was salsa’s singing dan¬ 
ces. They are a combination of 
pungent vocal melodies challeng¬ 
ed by complex instrumental count¬ 
errhythms. 

Salsa retains the two traditional 
-types of Cuban ensembles: the con- 
junto , a descendant of street-fesd- 
val bands, and the charanga , a min¬ 
iature symphony orchestra with the 
bright lilt of flutes and strings. 

TIME. 
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COPPER DEFICIENCY IN CATTLE 


COPPER DEFICIENCY HAS been 
known for many years in cattle on 
some of the poorer coastal soils of 
N.S.W. However, during 1972 it 
was encountered in coastal dis¬ 
tricts more than ever before. 

The main symptoms of copper 
deficiency are retarded grow* 
in calves and loss of condition in 
adults. Affected cattle are anaemic 
and 'are slow to shed their winter 
coats when the warm weather 
arrives. A noticeable feature of 
the disorder is paleness of the coat. 
Cattle that are normally red be¬ 
come pale tan, while the coats of 
black cattle appear mousy grey. 

Scouring may also be a feature. 

This is variable, but tends to 
follow a flush growth of pasture. 

The breeding of cows may be 
impaired. Those badly affected 
may not come in season while 
among those that do, the concep¬ 
tion rate can be below .normal. 

Milk production in affected dairy 
cattle is low. In bad cases bones 
may become fragile and susceptible 
to fracture. 

Young stock tend to become more 
severely affected than adults. Re¬ 
tarded growth is a particular feature 
and some heifers two years of age 
have been seen to be little bigger 
than normal calves 6 months old. 

Copper deficiency can be the 
result of deficiency in the soil and 
hence in the pastures, but it can 
also occur in the presence of normal 
pasture levels. In this case, some 
other component of the pasture inter¬ 
feres with the use of copper by the 
animal. 

The substance most likely to in¬ 
terfere with the use of copper is 
molybdenum. It is more likely to 
do this if the sulphur content of the 
pasture is high. 

Copper deficiency sometimes shows 
seasonal fluctuations. Cattle may 
be affected one year and not the 
next, or they may show symptoms 
for only part of the year. More re¬ 
search is needed to define the effect 
of seasonal influences. 

From The Agricultural Gazette 
of the Department of Agriculture . 
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VITK&LSSOPPA 
(Cabbage Soup) 

Swedish in origin, this recipe 
comes to the News from an 87 year 
- old Swede who lives in a farmhouse 
.which was built in 1400. It is sit- 
' uated on the Bay of Kattecut (about 
75 miles from Goteborg). Anna 
still rides her bicycle to town every 
day to do her shopping so she must 
have the right formula. Norfolk and 
this part of Sweden have much in 
common- huge stones, tall pines, 
sea everywhere and long livers. 

With all the beautiful cabbages av¬ 
ailable now we think you'll enjoy 
trying this. 

1 head cabbage 

2 tablespoons butter or margarine or . 
oil of your choice 

■ 3/4 ublespoon brown sugar or 
molasses 

2 quarts chicken stock 
6 peppercorns 
6 whole allspice 


Cut up cabbage- give the tough por¬ 
tion to the chooks. Brown in pot.. 
When cabbage is slightly browned 
add molasses or brown sugar and 
continue to brown a bit longer stirr¬ 
ing all the while. Add boiling 
stock to cabbage. Simmer until 
cabbage is tender but not over cook¬ 
ed. Serve with following meatballs 
in soup. 

$ pound ground veal 
i pound ground pork 
4 tablespoons bread crumbs 
1 tablespoon grated onion 
i cup cream 
| cup water 
teaspoons salt 
pepper 

Add crumbs, onion, cream, water 
to ground meat and form into balls. 
Boil the meat balls in a quart of 
salted water until they're done and 
add to the cabbage soup. A good 
hearty dish. 


TROUBLE WITH LICHEN 
by John Wyndham. 

Whenever I see a new John Wynd¬ 
ham book in thetflCks 1 always make 
a point of buying it, all the more so 
that they are always in paperbacks. 

In fact I never buy any book in hard 
covers; this is not a streak of my in- 
‘ herent meanness coming out but it 
seems ridiculous to spend between 
seven and ten dollars on a novel 
that will most likely only be read 
once. Far better to persuade the 
Library to buy it and then get it out. 
So when I found some kind donor 
had given "Trouble with Lichen” to 
the Hospital I was able to steal it 
for free, 

John Wyndham science fiction is 
of the type that, given one unlikely 
premise, all other events follow 
quite logically and in conformity 
with natural laws. All his books 
are really sociology dressed up in a 
veneer of science fiction; the less 
science the more sociology and the 
better the book. When I say sociol¬ 
ogy I mean the way people relate to 
each other and-behave, not the cap- 
ital-S Sociology that conjures up 
visions of Canberra departments 
sending swarms of Public Service 
drottes across io assess whether 
school-children should get a big or 
small glass of free ffiilk with their 
play-lunch and whether there are 
proper facilities for alcohol and 
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drug-addiction treatment, as if 
they didn't know that the majority 
of those who drink beer and smoke 
pot do so because $hey actively en¬ 
joy it, and the last thing they want 
is some official clerk trying to re¬ 
habilitate them in the name of a 
benign government a thousand miles 
away. Good gracious, the next 
thing they'll expect is for the poor 
unfortunates concerned to pay taxes 
to be treated against their will. 

Such a situation would appear ludi¬ 
crous in a work of fiction and be 
laughed out of court, though it would 
seem an imminent danger in real 
life. 

Basically the plot of the book re¬ 
volves around two people independ¬ 
ently discovering a Chemical that 
will enable everyone to live to be 
two hundred. Not For ever, mind, 
but for rather more than twice the 
allotted span. Whether it’s a good 
idea or not is the main theme of the 
book; the vision of army lieutenants 
remaining in that rank for sixty 
years because a glut of centenarian 
captains are waiting for promotion 
to major is too much for the armed 
forces to stomach- after all, some¬ 
body has to be promoted to air- 
commodore eventually. IVbnt 
spoil the game by giving away the 
twist in the ending; read it for 
yourselves. 


HENRY SMITH, 
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COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 

c. c. c. 



CCC'S AG BITS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.l.) Limits 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 : CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND : Ta 2913 


NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC'S agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC'S age^s n 

Auckland: Martitime Services Ltd. - Telephone 75509. Sydney, Hetherington Kingsbury P/L - Telephone 27 1671. 






Business 


FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 

September 12, 1775 

A$Tbou£t^ 


UK 


£E 


$NZ 1.1965 

FRANCE F.Fr 6.622 

H/KONG HK$ 6.372 

JAPAN YEN 378.73 

N'LANDS F 3.368 

SWITZ’D S.Fr. 3.418 

W. GERMANY Dm. 3.290 

FIJI F$ 1.0684 

USA US$ 1.2762 

NOUMEA CP.Fr. 1.0235 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 42 11/9/75 

S PECIAL CONSTABLE appointment 
of N.G. LeCren terminated. 
CHRISTMAS stamps go on sale 
6/10/75, 100.150. 35*, first day 
covers for 75*. 

FURNITURE advertised in Gazette 30 
has been sold. 

ESTATE of Elizabeth Anne Pyne of 
Bellevue Hill to be administered by 
Curator J.F. Campbell, to whom 
any creditors claims should be sent. 
ORDINANCE 4 of '75. Post & 
Telegraph, brings overseas postal 
rates into line with new Australian 
rates. 1* local postage remains. 
SANDON LTD struck off register. 

No. 43 12/9/75 

MAGISTRATE Eric Sterndale Pearson 
appointed to act as Chief Magistrate 
from 15/9 to 26/9. 

TENDERS for transporting Admin 
shipments from jetties invited by 
noon 26/9. 

NEW POSTAL CHARGES are 
summarised. Full list should be 
available at P. O. before long. 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

QANTAS re-instafced air cargo 
restrictions from Sydney on Saturday. 

With a backlog of 1567 kgs awaiting 
uplift at Qantas's Mascot cargo 
tetmlnal, no new shipments are being 
accepted -- except life-saving drugs, 
news media consignments and "genuine 
urgent" -- that is, worth paying $1 
a kilogram to get here -- freight. 

Air New Zealand appears to be 
handling cargo to Norfolk with few 
difficulties for importers, but 
passenger bookings are large enough 
for the next several weeks so that 
little freight will be able to be 
carried. 



ommerce 


TOURIST BOARD PICKS 
7 TO MAKE NEW SURVEY 


THE NORFOLK Tourist Board last 
week geared up for a comprehensive 
survey of the Island's tourist industry. 

The survey will concentrate on the 
direct impact tourism has on the 
Island. "We won't try to deal with 
indirect effects, " President Phil Page 
says. "They can become pretty 
vague.” 

The investigations will provide basic 
material for a submission the Board 
plans to make to the Royal Commission 
in November, 

Some information won't be able to be 
compiled that soon, and will be sough; 
for a clearer understanding of what the 
tourist industry actually means to 
Norfolk. "It's surprising how little 
definite information is available on 
this, ” Phil points out. 

Facts on tourism will be gathered in 
eight distinct fields, each covering 
the history of the past ten years or so, 
the present situation, and what is 
expected to happen in the next few 
years. 

At last week's meeting Ces Bunker 
and Lyle Snell (alternate for John Ryves 
as the Norfolk Council's liason man on 
the Board) agreed to prepare a section 
on transportation and communication, 
within the Island atrd to-and-from 
points overseas. 

Allan Dyer and George McBride will 
work up the section on accommodation - 
how many beds there actually are on 
the Island, how many people accommo¬ 
dation houses employ, and so on. 

Marge Greenham will do a section 
covering duty-free shopping. 

David Buffett will be responsible for 
a section on die Tourist Bureau and 
its functions. 

Phil Page will prepare a section 
on tourism's economic impact, includ¬ 
ing a wide range of matters such as/p 
Admin revenues from duty on, the < 

"duty-free" goods and hire car & 
registration fees. 

Other sections to be covered, but as 
yet unassigned, include primary 
produce grown and supplied for tourist 
consumption; ” other industries" 
including coral reef trips, riding, 
pottery and other crafts; and an 
analysis of what attracts people to 
Norfolk. 

The studies will include a departure 
questionaire for tourists at the airport, 
along the lines of one done about 2 
years ago. 


DEPOT READY IN 8 MKS 

THE MAIN STAGE of the Island's 
new Works Depot, off New Cascade 
Rd., should be completed in about 
eight weeks. 

Broomhead Constructions' Super¬ 
visor on the $279, 000 job says "It's 
going all right. Everyone’s being 
pretty good."' 

Road base has been laid down on 
the big yard, ready for paving 
in about six weeks' time. 

With the exception of roof cladding 
and "bits and pieces like RSJs" the 
depot is being built entirely of 
locally supplied material. 

Roofing should be well underway by 
late this week. 

Tenders for Stage II of the depot 
should be called in the next month 
or so. It will include covered gar¬ 
ages for Works Department vehicles 
and heavy equipm ent, and could be 
a $50, 000 plus contract. 


TAKEOVER AT TROPIQDE 

THE TROPIQUE apartments have 
been taken over by Ray and Fran 
Brennan, who have completed 
negotiations to purchase them. 

The Brennans formerly lived in 
Dee Why, N.S.W. 

Ray had a service station in 
Chatswood. He was active in 
community affairs there, and served 
as president of the Chatswood Lions, 


MAX ACCOMMODATES ASSN 

THE ACCOMMODATION 
Proprietors Association took the 
unusual step last week of confirming 
Max Inglis as president for the balance 
of his term, which ends next March. 

Having reached a sale agreement 
on Tropique Apartments, Max is no 
longer proprietor of an accommodation 
house, but the association members 
asked him to continue leading the 
group for the next five months anyway. 


Flights This WAIek 

Fvom To From To From To 
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SPORTS 



ROGER NEWMAN 


And that's all there is. 

FOOTBALL SEASON PETERS OUT AS GREENS FAIL TO 
FRONT UP TO REDS FOR LAST GAME OF THE SEASON 


THE GREENS LOST die McLennan 
Cup yesterday without so much as 
a whistle blown in anger. 

United couldn't field a team for 
the last game of the season against 
Cascade. 

With three men short, the Green's 
Captain, Les Bourke, decided the 
team could not take the field 
against the Reds. 

The ten men who turned up waited 
around for a decision from the Pres¬ 
ident of the League Bruce Walker. 

Mr. Walker left it to the captains 
to decide. 

The Reds wanted to play, but the 
Greens decided it wouldn't be 
worth getting their boots muddy to 


take part in a farce against the im¬ 
proved Reds. 

The small crowd who came for 
the match were more confused than 
the players and waited patiently for 
the kick-off which never happened. 

The Greens won the cup last year, 
but following yesterday’s fiasco the 
historical cup goes by forfeit to the 
Reds. 

The cup will change clubs at the 
Rugby Football League Presentation 
night. 

Other trophies to be presented to 
the winning captains on the night 
will be the Dickett Shield to Sid 
Cooper of the Blues, and the B. P, 
Cup to Yarm Menzies of the Reds. 


NEW ZEALAND'S JOHN WALKER 
ASKED OFFICIALS IN GOTEBORG, 
SWEDEN, TO LENGTHEN A RACE 
LAST MONTH FROM 1500 METRES 
TO A FULL MILE, BECAUSE HE 
FELT HE MIGHT HAVE A GO AT 



THE WORLD MILE RECORD. HIS 
TIME WAS 3:49.1, BEATING THE 
EXISTING RECORD BY 1.6 SEC¬ 
ONDS AND ROGER BANNISTER'S 
HISTORIC 4-MINUTE MILE IN 
1954 BY A FULL TEN SECONDS. 






‘dars Norfolk ’ 


Fletcher Christian’s Ancestors 


ROBERT NICOLSON, author of "The 
Pitcairner*", has gone to great 
pains over a period of time to 
trace back the lineage of Fletcher 
Christian. When he visited Nor¬ 
folk recently he gave Bemie Christ¬ 
ian-Bailey charts and typed pages 
showing the findings of his research. 

Whoever counts Fletcher Christ¬ 
ian as one ancestor has noble 
blood indeed in his or her veins. 

Nicholson has traced the Christ¬ 
ian name back through the gener¬ 
ations to the 1300s. It was spelt 
"McCrystyn” in that time, and 
John McCrystyn was a deemster -- 
a judge -- on the Isle of Man. He 
died about 1368. 

His son William McCrystyn is 
known tb have been living from 
1408 to 1448. He was a member 
of the House of Keys, the represent¬ 
ative branch of the Tynwald, 
which is die Manx parliament and 
has a far longer history than the 
British Parliament. 

His son, John McCrystyn. was liv¬ 
ing between 1448 and 1498, and 
John MqCrystyn's son and grandson, 
both also named John, were deem¬ 
sters like their earliest known name¬ 
sake. One was living from 1498 to 
1511, and the second is known to 
have died in about 1532 or 1534. 

The son next carrying on the line 
was William, and die spelling of 
his name altered to become Mc- 
Christen. He died about 1536. 

Then came Ewan McChristen, who 
was elected to the House of Keys 
(like his great-great grandfather) in 
1532. He died about 1539. 

His son, William McChristen, was 
a deemster like some of his fore¬ 
bears. He died about 1568. 

And with his son -- also named 
William, ‘and also a deemster, the 
spelling of the family name changed 
again, to Christian. William Christ¬ 
ian lived in Milntown on the Isle of 
Man, and died about 1590. 

William Christian’s son, called 
Ewan after his great-grandfather, 
carried on the family tradition of 
being a deemster. Nicolson’s charts 
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show he was of "Milntown and Ewan- 
rigg Hall, Cumberland" and that he 
was buried September 20th, 1655. 

Then came John Christian, born 
August 1st, 1602, who married Mar¬ 
garet Parker August 31, 1622 and 
died in 1673. 

Their son Edward Christian, "of 

The three-legged badge 



of the Isle of Man 


Milntown and Ewanrigg Hall", was- 
a deemster. He was born August 
7th, 1628, and married Dorothy 
Wilson. 

Their son Ewan Christian "of Miln¬ 
town and Ewanrigg Hall", was a bar¬ 
rister at law. He was baptised 
March 11th, 1651, married Mary 
Cane on February 12th, 1677, and 
died September 10th, 1719. 

Their son John --of Milntown and 
Ewanrigg Hall -- followed in his 
father's footsteps as a barrister. He 
was born May 14th, 1688, married 
Bridget Senhouse (the eldest daugh¬ 
ter of the High Sheriff of Cumber¬ 
land) on May 14th, 1717, and was 
buried September 25th, 1745. 

On December 12th, 1729 they had 
a son called Charles, who married 
Ann Dixon on May 2nd, 1751, and 
they were Fletcher Christian's par¬ 
ents. Fletcher's father died on 
March 11th, 1768, 21 years before 
the mutiny on the Bounty. His 
mother lived for many years after¬ 
ward, being buried on January 9th,. 
1819, years after her son's death. 


Through women who married the 
McCrystyn*. McChristen* and Christ¬ 
ians, Fletcher inherited some mighty 
genes. As one turns back through 
the pages of the Nicolson genaeol- 
ogy, some famous and some legend¬ 
ary figures appear. 

Sir Richard Hudleston, hero of kg- 
incourt. 

John Baliol, King of Scotland frorii 
1295? to 1296. 

Hamel, Earl of Surrey in the sec - 
ond half of the 12th century. 

Geoffrey Plantagenet, Count of 
Anjou, Count of Toralne and Maine, 
Duke of Normandy. 

Gilbert fitzGilbert de Clare, the 
first Earl of Pembroke. 

David the First, King of Scotland 
from 1124 to 1153; known as "Dav¬ 
id the Saint". 

And some real saints. Saint Mar¬ 
garet, born about 1045. Saint 
Begga, who died about 694. Saint 
Arnulf, who was Bishop of Metz a- 
bput 614. 

William the Conqueror. 

Henry I, King of France from 1031 
to 1060.' ' 

Edmund II -- "Ironside" -- King 
of England in 1016. 

Canute II, King of Denmark, Nor¬ 
way and England. 

Malcolm II, King of the Scots 
from 1005 to 1034. 

Kenneth II, King of the Scots 
from 971 to 975. 

Kings of France, Burgundy, the 
Scots, Denmark, Norway, Ger¬ 
many, Italy, Wessex. Alpin, 

King of the Piets. Charles II, 

Holy Roman Emperor from 875 to 
877. 

Louis I, King of Aquitaine. 

Koppa, King of the-West Saxons. 

Charlemagne. 

The line traces back to Cerdic, 
founder of the West Saxon Kingdom, 
who died about 534. 

Most of the island kids today are 
part of that lineage. And if know¬ 
ing that they are descended from 
Charlemagne doesn't fill them with 
high resolve as the final term of 
school starts, what will? 
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SENDER; 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20<t 
To New Zealand 40£ 


TO: 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We’d like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



..-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE.-. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, apd fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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FIFTEEN CENTS 


NEW PHONE LINES GO UP 
All to be on by Christmas 


NEW TELEPHONE LINES are now 
being installed, 

A new 50 pair cable along New 
Cascade Rd. (replacing a 20- 
pair cable) was completed 
Thursday, and work started Friday 
on the major underground cable 
running through Burnt Pine. 

The New Cascade Rd. cable will 
allow six waiting families to be 
u connected into the phone system, 
probably within the next fortnight. 

The 200-pair underground cable 
extends from the exchange to 
Channers Corner, in conduit as far 
m BOSS GOES UNDERGROUND: TECH 

e : lM. OFFICER BARRY SILBURN DOWN 
IN THE MANHOLE AT BURNT PINE 


F-28 AIRPORT COST ONLY $1M. 


THE BOEING 727, and especially 
the 707, are "totally inappropriate" 
for the Sydney-Norfolk air service, 
according to a senior official of East- 
West Airlines. 

Mr. Bruce Teague, manager of 
planning and development for East- 
West, visited the Island last week 
for talks with Council, Bums Philp, 
Norfolk Island Airlines, local air¬ 
port staff and otilers. 

East-West made application two 
years ago to the Department of 
Transport to take over the Norfolk 
service if Qantas wishes to withdraw. 
It proposes buying a jet Fokker F-28 
if it is awarded the run, and would 
use F-27-500s during an interim 
period of about 18 months. 

Mr. Teague said 727s and 707s 
were inappropriate for two reasons: 
•’’It will tend to give you half the 
frequency of service, and based on 
our experience that's a fairly import¬ 
ant thing, to get something approach¬ 
ing a daily service. ” 

•"The more important factor is the 
effect it would have on airport costs. 


"Those airport costs have to be recovered 
-- or 80^ of them do -- from 
customers in the form of fares ... and 
there is between $6 and $12 extra on 
the fare for every $1 million of 
increase in the capital investment in 

(Continued on page 3) 


as the South Pacific Hotel. 

Work was to have started this 
morning on a cable up Grassy Rd., 
which will connect seven families on 
tiie waiting list. The cable should 
take about three days, with individ¬ 
ual connections then being made one 
at a time. 

Next in line will be either Collins 
Head Rd. or Cascade Rd., though a 
need for new poles to be erected in 
Cascade Rd. may put it off tempor¬ 
arily. 

Barry says the electrical crews 
hope to get the backlog of phone 
subscribers cleared up within three 
months. 

Present subscribers will then be re¬ 
connected onto the new cables. 

While this process is going on, they 
may be disconnected for a day or two, 
possibly as long as a week. 

The shipment from Sydney did not 
include the right size of connectors 
for cable, and a typical Norfolk 
scramble ensued. The Sydney 
County Council co-operated in a 
hasty round-up of the necessary 
connectors, and Barry's brother-in- 
law, Ross Maloney, is bringing them 
in his baggage on a week's holiday. 


The Fair set new NI record for fun & $$ 


ROTARY'S FAIR SATURDAY WAS 
A SMASH HIT, AND RAISED 
$10,200 FOR THE HOSPITAL — 
Pictures on page 21. 


ALSO INSIDE: 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS WRITE TO 
COUNCIL ON EGGS -- P.3 
TWO AIRLINES' FARE UP -P. 3 
EAST-WEST INTERVIEW -P.6 

EDITORIALS .P.8 

BUTCH .P. 8 

FOXY'S SKETCHBOOK -- P.15 
RADIO, LONDON MUSIC P. 18 
NORFOLK LIVING. P.19 












BO LEX Bowl in and be stumped by our prices 

AH It (Hi Syntmy moirs w *tti professional photography 


EUMIG The only people for sound movies 

PENTAX One of the leaders in SLR photography 

CABIN The biggest-selling slide projector on Norfolk 
Other great names: MINOLTA RICOH MAMIYA ELMO 
v TOPCON HOYA VIVITAR EUMIG KONICA NIKONOS 
Also KODAK and AGFA films available 

MILTOIsB 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS GIFTWARE JAEGER 




Saturday’s Rotary Fair, and was 
feared lost somewhere in the South 
Pacific. 1 v 

Qantas was to bring it Wednesday 
but offloaded it because of full pas¬ 
senger bookings. Norfolk Island Air¬ 
lines said they could bring it, but 
the beast never reached Brisbane. 

It's a rubber elephant that collap¬ 
ses into a crate about 2’X3", one 
of several the Commonwealth Bank, 
sends to local functions. 

CBA manager Dennis McCarthy 
feared the elephant had gone to 
New Norfolk, Tas., or Norfolk, 
Virginia. A Rotary crew stood by 
to do the hour-long pumping-up 
job in case jumbo arrived Saturday, 
but he didn't. On Sunday’s plane? 
Of course. 

• 

.(PHOTO shows jumbo at a recent 
fair in Bunbury, in a CBA float.) 


Nearly fell off chair 

(Continued from front page' 
the airport." 

Mr. Teague said the $5 million 
mentioned to upgrade the Norfolk 
airport was a surprise. "I nearly 
fell off my chair when I saw $5 
million," he said. "That would 
improve at least six or eight of our 
airports in New South Wales, and 
we’ve been told for years that there 
just isn’t that kind of money arpund." 

He said that improvements 
required to fly F-28s here might cost 
about $1 million. But he added 
that “if anybody’s talking 7 07s, 

$10 million could te quite realistic." 

(Highlights of a detailed interview 
with Mr. Teague at the News Office 
Thursday are on page six.) 


age retailers to rely on local producers 
during the period, and reduce imports. 

The President of the Board, Mr. 

Byron Burrell, sai d the move was 
aimed at maintaining a steady supply 
of eggs, rather than price-fixing. 

This would avoid glut conditions 
which forced prices down. 

The Board had discussed egg prices 
and agreed that a fair return was 
somewhere round a dollar a dozen. 

The emphasis of the Board’s think¬ 
ing was on voluntary restraint by 
retailers, Mr. Burrell said. 

Apart from the major producer, Mr. 
Bill Burgess, there could be up to 50 
small producers. 

It was difficult to define ’small 
producer’ by drawing the line on a 
minimum number of hens, Mr. 

Burrell said. 

Deputy Administrator Charles 
Buffett said Friday that neither the 
Administrator not Council had any 
power whatever to restrict imports 
or control prices on the grounds of 
supporting local poultry farmers. 

"We could restrict imports only 
from a quarantine or health point 
of view," he said, but added that 
he could understand the concern of 
large local egg producers. 

Import or price controls would 
require new ordinances, he told die 
News -- "and it would be quite a 
step to bring In price control on 
Norfolk Island. ” 


writes Council 
on egg imports 

THE PRIMARY PRODUCERS BOARD 
have officially written to the Norfolk 
Council asking for assistance in 
reducing egg imports during peak 
laying period on the Island. 

The Council has been asked to encour¬ 


Qantas fares to 
leap again — 
N.I.A. op too 

THE SECOND Qantas fare rise in 35 
days takes effect Wednesday week, 
October 1st. 

It will bring the Sydney return trip 
to $207.20 -- about 30*55: above the 
$156.80 fare that applied until late 
August. . 

Norfolk Island Airlines has followed 
suit by increasing its Norfolk-Brisbane 
return fare from $235 to $250. 

Unused Qantas tickets bought before 
September 16th will be accepted 
without additional fare through 
October 14 th. 

But residents on 6-month work 
permits who hold die return half of 
a ticket will be able to use it without 
fare increase for a year from the time 
the ticket was bought. 

Qantas air cargo rates remain at the 
level announced last Month -- 58 £ 
per kilogram under 45 kg, and 44# 
a kg for heavier shiprhents. (for 
the moment, however, Qantas is 
charging all shippers the "urgent" 
rate of $1 a kg, and all non-urgent 
freight is embargoed.) 

Norfolk Island Airlines’ new fares 
include Brisbane-Lord Howe or Norfolk- 
Lord Howe $150 return (was $145). 

New cargo rates are $1 per kg 
Brisbane-Norfolk, and 60# per kg 
between Lord Howe and either 
Brisbane or Norfolk. 


Backing case 

IN COURT FRIDAY visiting Magis¬ 
trate Eric Pearson dismissed a case 
even though the defendant had 
pleaded guilty. 

The man was charged with 
negligent driving after he had 
backed into another car. But in 
view of the fact that he had been 
driving for 48 years without any 
offenses, the Magistrate said he felt 
it was "inexpedient to inflict any 
punishment" and dismissed die 
matter. 

In the same sitting a man about 
19 with three previous convictions 
pleaded guilty to a speeding charge 
and was fined $40, with 28 days 
to pay, and four days with hard 
labour in default. 

Two other driving charges were 
heard without the defendants being 
present. Both had written letters 
sayine they could not conveniently 
attend Court. One was fined $15 
for speeding, and the other $20 
for driving without a license. 

The Court of Petty Sessions also 
sat on Wednesday to hear several 
company matters. (See Report on 
!busin#ss page.) _ 
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i THE BONGO VAN 


Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

An, amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of 
effort. Four-wheel independent 
.suspension too. 


■ THE 1 /: TON 


Mhzda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that’s great to drive 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

Why spend more? . 


I THE BIG TON 

j Here’s power, reliability 

■ and performance. 

I Here’s 94 BHP from 
| Mazda's big 1600 CG 

■ overhead cam engine 
J in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray or 
| container van. All-synchro 

■ 4-speed gearbox, massive box 

J section frame. Cab and 
I * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
| on all three vehicles. g 

ymmmmmwrimmmmmmmEi 
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DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 


P.O. BOX 220 NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 





CANBERRA FEARS FRENCH Will WANT HOE HA INLAND 
FLIGHTS IF NIA GETS REGULAR NOUMEA SCHEDULE 


Money no problem 
to Australians 
on holiday 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES is ne¬ 
gotiating with Australian aviation au¬ 
thorities to help build the airline in¬ 
to a scheduled regional carrier in the 
soedfwest Pacific^ 

Graham Hitchins, now a substantial 
shareholder in the airline, is working 
closely with founder Charlie Herman 
to negotiate international landing 
rights on a regular basis. 

Mr. Hitchins has become NIA’s 
chief finance and organisation adviser 
following the resignation of Bruce Cree 
as commercial manager. 

The problem at the moment is 
confirmation of rights to fly scheduled 
services between Norfolk and Noumea. 
The French Government has granted a 
i license to NIA to operate the service, 
but Australia has so far licensed .the 
line to offer scheduled flights only 
between Norfolk and Brisbane, and 
between Norfolk and Lord Howe. 

At the root of the problem is 
international air agreements involving 
Australia and France. If Norfolk is 
regarded as part of Australia, NIA 
landing rights in Noumea could be 
considered grounds for demands by 
the French airline, UTA, for 
increased landing rights on the 
mainland. 

But if Norfolk is considered a 
separate place in terms of internat¬ 
ional air agreements, rather than 
being part of mainland Australia, 


NIA's license would appear to present 
no difficulties. 

NIA has received strong support from 
the Queensland regional office of the 
Department of Transport's aviation 
section. That office is "in charge of" 
Norfolk Island Airlines because die 
line's new Super King Air flies to 
Brisbane and is serviced there every 
week. 

But on international matters the 
D.O.T. headquarters office in 
Veibourne is paramount, and it isn’t 
yet ready to give the Norfolk line a 
go-ahead on scheduled Noumea flights. 

*helpful 1 

Occasional charter flights will 
continue to be approved, however. 

The airline applied last week for 
Department of Transport approval 
for two charter flights to Noumea in 
about five weeks time. 

Mr. Hitchins said Saturday that 
the Department "is being quite 
helpful, and I think the matter is 
resolving* 

"If we get the problems ironed out, 
the plane will be able to be fully 
used, six days a week, " he said. 

NLA has held conferences with 
leading tour wholesalers in New 
Zealand and Australia, who are 
enthusiastic about the attractions of 
a regional network served by the 
airline. 


"MONEY IS NO problem. " a repre¬ 
sentative of Victoria's largest whole¬ 
saler of Norfolk holidays said, spea¬ 
king of the outlook for continued 
growth in mainland tourism to the 
island. 

Maree McClelland of Wandana 
Travel in Melbourne said that with 
three and four weeks annual leave 
now standard, and higher levels of 
holiday pay entitlement, people 
don’t have to save and plan all 
year for a Norfolk visit - - they can 
make up their mind at the last min¬ 
ute, hop on a plane if seats are a- 
vailable, and pay for the holiday 
with the one pay cheque. 

The trend appears to be related 
to shorter average stays on the is¬ 
land; if people regard a holiday 
trip more casually, they may be 
less inclined to stay as long as they 
possibly can in order to squeeze 
the most days away out of the air 
fare. 

The Norfolk Tourist Board believes 
average stays on the island are now 
about 10.8 days, and growing shor- 

The Board plans a new survey, over 
the next several months, to get 
accurate current figures on the 
trend. 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES' NEW SUPER KING AIR ON THE TARMAC AT LORD HOWE 
ISLAND ON A RECENT CALL THERE. MT. L1DGBIRD AND MT. GOWER LOOM BEHIND. 
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EAST-WEST'S PLANNING MANAGER TELLS "WHAT 
WE'RE REALLY THINKING OF" ON NOFFOLK SERVICE 


BRUCE TEAGUE, manager of plan¬ 
ning and development for East- 
West airlines, visited Norfolk last 
week and spent two hours at the 
News office talking about his com¬ 
pany's plans. Here is a transcript of 
some of his main comments. 

Q: The Department of the Environ¬ 
mental’s draft Impact Statement said 
that the next aircraft used on the 
Norfolk run should be one now in 
regular use in Australia. What does 
that mean? 

A: There aren't any airplanes on the 
Australian register that can do the job, 
except for 727 and above - 727, 707 
and 747. The only airplane in 
Australia that has the range to get to 
Norfolk Island on a normal scheduled 
basis is our 500-model Friendship, 
until you get into the 727. The 727 
and especially the 707 are totally 
Inappropriate for the route. There are 
two reasons for this. One, it will tend 
to give you half the frequency of 
service, and based on our experience 
that's a fairly important thing, to get 
something approaching a daily service. 
The more important factor is the 
effect it would have on airport costs. 
Those airport costs have to be re¬ 
covered, or 80^fc of them do, from the 
customers in the form of fares. In our 
|Royal Commission submission we 
quote a result of between $6 and $12 
extra on die fare for every million 
dollars of capital investment in the 
airport. 

There is one other major effect of 
the selection of aircraft in terms of 
runway costs, and that is that for 
the F28 size and below, and that 
includes the DC4 and the Friendship, 
you only need 100-foot wide runways; 
for the DC9s ar» above you need 160 
foot wide runways. 

The model 6000 F-28 has high-lift 
characteristics in its wing that help it 
get off the ground fast; and that again 
affects airport requirements in needing 
less runway. 

Our proposal is that if we get the 
license we want to go ahead immed¬ 
iately with an F28. There are two 
things that are required -- one is to 
fix the airport up, the other is to 
buy the airplane. The airport would 
take at least 18 months, so that is 
the limiting factor. In die interim 
period we would use the F27, but we 
regard it only as an interim measure 
and we would expect the Department 
of Transport to regard it the same way. 
Q: To what extent are you hampered 
by 2 -airline policy politics in 
iAustralia? 

A: I think this is one of the advant¬ 
ages of having us involved. Apart 
from the fact that die Norfolk route 
'would be a big thing to vs, we have 
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no axes to grind. We can and do ... 
work in with a TAA office that might 
sell a Norfolk Island holiday, or an 
Ansett office -- or a Qantas office, 
for that matter. 

Q: What level of fares are you think¬ 
ing of? 

A; Fares keep changing of course, 
but Qantas’s present level is about 
what we would be thinking of today. 

In saying that, that's the normal, all- 
year fare; we would hope there would 
be the possibility of introducing 
promotional fares where they're 
jusdfied to improve business In off- 
peak periods, again, to flatten out 
peaks and troughs, not only so far as 
the airline is concerned but as far as 
the people who provide beds, and 
tours, and meals, and what kind of 
services here in Norfolk. 

Q: Which Qantas fare are you think¬ 
ing of? 

A: The last I heard was the $94 .. 
what’s that... $188 return. Roughly, 
that fare brings them in line with 
Australian fares. The Australian fares 
for this route would be in the range of 
$90 to $115, from economy through to 
the one-class to first class. There are 
three fare levels in the Australian 
airlines. That's die way the fares 
.would come out on Norfolk Island. 

Q: A fare of about $100 one way? 

A; These things are going to change 
from now on. But that's about the 
mid-way. The last increase in fuel 
increase in the last Federal Budget 
is costing us about a quarter of a 
million dollars alone, per year. We’re 
going to be earning in the vicinity of 
$13 million or $14 million dollars, 
and that’s a heck of an increase just 
for that single tax change. We don’t 
know what the air navigation charge 
increases will be yet. 

Q: What steps are there to be taken 
before you could be flying here? 

A: We’ve taken the first step. We 
advised the Minister two years ago 
diat if Qantas was to withdraw from 
the Norfolk route, then we wished to 
take over that route on the basis of a 
small-medium jet service, with F27s 
in the interim period prior to their 
introduction. Since then we've 
continued the operational liaison with 
the department. We've looked at all 
aspects of the flight planning, fuel 
cocwemptions, alternate require¬ 
ments all that kind of thing -- 
those discussions are still going on. 
Presumably when a decision in 
principle is taken to give East- 
West a license, then those things 
will be dealt with specifically by 
the Department. The step that 
follows that is simply die Minister 
taking his decision. Once he's 
said East-West has a license from 
date "x", we’d then crank into 
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action the purchases of jet airplanes 
and all the things that go together 
wi* the introduction of that air¬ 
plane into our system, training and 
what have you. The part B of that 
is if he says go right away, and in¬ 
stitute the interim F27 service, 
then we will start dotting I's and 
crossing T's in the F27 operational 
area. Again, most of the work has 
actually been done, it's only a 
matter of operational decisions being 
made. We should be able to get 
ourselves organised within 3-6 
months of the time die Minister says 
"go" with the F27 service. 

We have two of the -500 airplanes 
already. Our next two, with the 
larger fuel tanks, will be delivered 
in July and September of next year. 

Once die Minister says "go", the 
next thing is for us to get involved 
with the developmental services with 
the folks on Norfolk Island, from 
Council onwards, so everything can 
go ahead and we can sound out people, 
about any new ideas we may have 
about fares or off-peak promotion or 
other things, seeing what may be 
practical. We know a fair bit. about 
the market, sorting out what folks 
want us to deliver. I place a fairly 
high degree of importance on the get - 
together between die airline and the 
folks on the Island. We only want 
to do something that was actually 
wanted here. The very nature of the 
product is the folks here on Norfolk 
Island. 

Q: What can Norfolk Island do to 
promote die chances of your success, 
assuming everybody on die Island 
wanted to have you flying here? 

A: This came up, in a way, 
yesterday with Council, not actually 
asking that question, I probably 
rather more hoped they would -- bu c 
they were wondering whether any-.,, 
thing tiey said would have that much 
infhseace on die thing. In every area 
in which we operate -- and that's why 
we’re different from larger airlines, 
this is the way we do business in 
every place we run to, it's not like 
running between places like Met* 
bourne and Sydney where you're 
■not really concerned what the Lord 
Mayor thinks --we really do work in 
closely with the local Council and sc 
on. If they want something, having 
looked at it, then they should make a 
noise. We've found that a valid and 
representative local view means an 
awful lot. 

We’ve come up with our answer -- 
whether you think it's biased or not, 
ye've come up with It, and we te¬ 
llies® we've s ap y i n d It factually. 

(Bat that's not to say that Norfolk will 
(come op with;the tame conclusion. 
JWe hope they will. That's why I 
wanted to come over and mate sure 
everybody was acquainted with what 
we’re really thinking of. 
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PACIFIC ROUND. 


A NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
USING L.H. PHONES 

LORD HOWE ISLAND: The Lard 
Howe "Signal" reports that the new 
radio telephone link with Australia 
is proving popular. 

"An average of three or four out¬ 
going and about one incoming call 
are being made each day, ” the Sig¬ 
nal reports. 

The new service has already been 
subject to a price rise, with a three- 
minute particular person call to Syd¬ 
ney now costing $3.70. 


NEW OEAL FROM N.Z. FOR 
ISLANDS BANANA GROWERS 

New Zealand's new banana price 
structure and bonus programme for 
Pacific Island Countries will be going 
into effect about the first of next 
month, according to Don Wilson of 
the New Zealand Aid Programme. 

New Zealand announced in July la 
is sponsoring a new programme aimed 
at revitalising the banana industry in 
the Pacific. 

A price of $3.00 will be paid for a 
56 pound case of bananas. A $L 00 


beaus may also be paid per case. 

The $L 00 bonus will be paid on a 
quality system. 

Each of die Pacific countries 
participating ia die programme has 
been asked to divide their growers 
into groups, far identification 
purposes. 

As each growers' group of bananas 
arrives in New Zealand, ten cases will 
be randomly inspected, and if eigit of 
the ten cases meet New Zealand 
standards, then the $1.00 bonus will be 
awarded to each case imported. 

The Cook Islands, Western Samoa, 
and Tonga are die countries involved 
in the programme. Of these Tonga is 
the largest banana producer. 

The programme is being funded by 
the New Zea land Aid Sche me. 

"NOUMEA A VERT EXPEN- 
SIYE CITY," SAYS NAG. 

NOUMEA: Tourist costs are incienu- 
r ing in New Caledonia, 

"The Convendon" magazine, pub¬ 


lished in Australia, says in its cur¬ 
rent issue, "Before you start wand¬ 
ering around Noumea -- one warn¬ 
ing. The travel brochures never 
mention it, but be careful of the 
costs. Noumea is a very expensive 
city and it's something that the New 
Caledonians will have to watch if 
they want to keep the tourist traffic 
moving. 

"However, the extra money that 
you pay for meals is worth it, and 

coosideriag than moat of Aw produce 

oa the island is flown from either 
France, Australia or the United 
States, it's little wonder that prices 1 
are high. 

"Noumea also hat a series of duty 
free shops which, cm presentation of 
duty free documents, will earn you 
a 20 percent discount. Not much, 
but at least it's a start. H 

The magazine also points out that 
the Casino at the Chateau Royal Ho¬ 
tel gives guests a free certificate 
worth about $10 to get started at the 
gambling tables. 


' FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific Is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may ait in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk IslanT Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertuln- 
aeut; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY __ 
a candlelight dinnes (with a fine steak nail lUwtTs 
only $5.25); and SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
nnd present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girt* in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings befdrd, 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
W*ere 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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letter 

With all due respect to my friend. 
Bill Burgess, it is to be hoped ihat 
his proposition to control egg prices 
will be rejected by the Council as 
being none of their business and by 
the retailers as bad for theirs. 

There is only one proper and 
natural regulator of price and that 
is the'rtiarketplace where competition 
is allowed to operate in the interests 
of everyone. 

What the long-suffering consumer 
needs is more of this and less of 
monopoly and arbitrary price-fixing 
in the interests only, of producers. 
Yours etc., 

PETER MIDDLETON. 
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editorials 

"YOUPAYS YOUR MONEY, AND YOU TAKES YOUR CHOICE, ” a harrow huckster 
used to say. 

In thinking about air services, Norfolk might turn the phrase around: what¬ 
ever choice is made on a replacement service for the DC-4s, Norfolk will'have 
to pay for in the long run. That’s as it should be; there is no reason for the is- 
. land to-be regarded as a charity case. 

It's clear from Qantas's second fare rise in little over a month that the air¬ 
line is determined to break even, at least, on the Norfolk run. It's also clear 
from frequent statements by Transport Minister Ch^rjes Jones that he expects 
airports to come close to breaking even, returning 80 % of their total cost*. 

That could be very bad news for'Norfolk if our airport is to be upgraded 
to take Boeing 707s. Mr, Bruce Teague of East-West Airlines says that for 
every added $1 million of cost in building an airport, between $6 and $12 has 
to be added to fares, in the long run. If $10 million is a reasonable guess for 
the cost of upgrading to 707 standards, that would mean at least $60 more on 
the Norfolk-Sydney trip. 

If you take the new October 1st return fare of $207, add an expected ad¬ 
ditional rise of some $20 late in the year, and then add $60 to cover a new 
set of runways and other facilities at the airport -- and then add the departure 
tax that is expected sometime after October — you'll get very little change 
out of $300 for the journey. 

At some price level, Norfolk's present tourist trade would simply go else¬ 
where. Is $300 fhat level? 

The choice of a new air service is a vital question for the island’s future- 
perhaj^veri < 'hiore important than the outcome of the Royal Commission's in¬ 
quiry into Norfolk's constitutional status and form of administration. It should 
be examined intelligently by every resident, and if one particular choice is 
clearly best for the island, it should be fought for, as hard as we can fight. 

9 

APPLAUSE. AND THANKS, to Rotary for a wonderful Fair with a wonderful 
result. It was fun for everyone. It will benefit everyone by giving very sub¬ 
stantial aid to the Hospital. The Rotary officers say that thanks should go to 
every club and organisation on the island, and to hundreds of individuals who 
helped. It is a pleasure for us to be asked to express those thanks, and to add 
our own, with an. extra helping for the entire Rotary organisation. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-froe Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.3f>. and from 2pm to 
5. 30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar. (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
He ip; and H Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for 1c. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday a: 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


FhisWeel 

on Norfolk 

! MONDAY 

l Housle, Leagues Club 
| Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film. Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
film. Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N." I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. ff. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
; Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Hot 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele- 
grai is are handled by the Norfolk 
Bran -h of Australia's Overseas Tele- 
comirunications Commission, 100 
yards >r so up New Cascade Road from 
the m in shopping thoroughfare. 

Chr. stine Sheridan is the phone 
operate r weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesi Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overse js phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. - The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Glllan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you*ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
J may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
(£/ ^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES -- VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 





Research Makes the Difference 



STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER TC-224 



Features ■Two built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording BTwo built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included ■ Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
■ CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode ■ 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program ■ Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor ■ 4 power 
sources; AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* {’optional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the TC-224-, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels: It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of "stereo" in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


We love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, you will ultimately want a SONY 
AUTHORISED SONY DEALERS 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL SEIKO 

ABC HOBBY CENTRE CABRAL INES 

BARRETTS PIONEER 

BROWSE ABOUT HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


CAUTION: only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Reneaber Bond’s Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store.operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority HA. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
fWvtnn* 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M' 
UUU LUr • Sat.'s(urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Vi si ting: 2-4; 7 - 8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News,p, QBox 94. 

Visitors Welcooe at 
HA. Church Services 

CATHOUC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


►..Reading...a Lifetime 

must have been discouraged. It is's, 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. • 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved tc Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else In 
.the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Commuiuon service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel, at 7.30 p. m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DA Y ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at S.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at II. 15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Mill: Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING / T THE AIRPORT" 


nDCM 7 ruvo 7 on n (Except Su v ays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrbN f UAlO — f»UU am TO y pm cnlyfrom ) im to 7 pm-- sorry about that.... ) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry frt I iy-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs_teas 

and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetable , fish, sweets, pastries and ' heat-n-serve’ items 
.. .soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported c .eeses... lollipops.. .magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars . bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first i requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games... artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods.. j deed luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegier, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you'v forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Names in Crews that Work the Ships^g htera s e ^em m ay seem pr+mitive. 

J J r The men who work ft almost all have 


While you're on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that-sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a .har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are” system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's W'orks 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided,, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait — road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Gulla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
crapes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wllf 
Randall. • ' : V, 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew cap un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships • 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer kfgs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal" jobs, and (urn put 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The'"discipline" and tpe safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th, 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN .SHOOTS THF LIGHTER IN. 
times get* knocked about, but when 
you watcfi'Vthe work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. in Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CA ME ASHORE IN A SLING 


AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 



means fabulous music 


Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 
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Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 





THE fVlcSNTYRE STORY 


IN THIS CONCLUDING article Neil Halley McIntyre tells 
more about the operation of "the companies" on Norfolk, 
and about Australia's attitudes toward them. He also tells 
about the first compilation of the Island*, laws, and describes 
why he believes tax haven activities should be re-instated. 

(Based on the Royal Commission testimony given by Mr. 
McIntyre; text used by permission. Previous instalments 
appeared in issues of August 25th and September 1st.) 


The number of persons who were 
invited to become shareholders of 
companies incorporated by my firm 
were limited to persons having some 
acquaintance with companies and 
broadly understanding the rights and 
obligations of shareholders, directors 
and auditors. 

Because of registered offices being at 
No. 9 Quality Row, Kingston, and not 
in a more central location and because 
limited telephone facilities could cause 
inconvenience in such matters as 
subscribers signing Memorandum and 
Articles of Association of companies 
being incorporated persons invited to 
become shareholders were usually 
members of our staff and families and 
other persons having regard to contact 
with us. 

Another type of company was to 
facilitate the transmission of loan 
money from overseas to Australia. 

Where large amounts were involved 
it was important that within the one 
day telegraphic remittances should come 
to the Island and go on to their destin¬ 
ation in Australia. In such operations 
we received very good co-operation 
and service from both the Common¬ 
wealth Trading Bank of Australia and 
thje Bank of New South Wales. 

We have had a great deal of 
difficulty because of accountancy 
audit and taxation requirements, as 
well as particular requirements of 
Annual Returns, which have arisen 
because of the actions of the Aust¬ 
ralian Government in and from 1971. 

The attacks directed at Norfolk 
Island companies and the threats to 
the economic future of the Island 
which have been a feature of the 
Australian Parliament, Treasury, 
Taxation Department and press have 
made it difficult indeed to conform 
punctually with requirements and 
almost impossible to recruit 
competent qualified staff to overcome 
the backlog. 

This has, in my submission, been 
deliberately unfair and the cause of 


personal hardship to our loyal staff. 

Just where and why this attitude to 
Norfolk Island companies began is 
hard to say. One version is that a 
certain Senator was hostile to 
operations of a former Liberal Whip 
in the House of Representatives and 
rather on the model of "Carthago 
delenda est”, repeatedly attacked 
Norfolk Island as a place from which 
the other party operated with 
companies. 

In my own observation, one 
particular Taxation Department 
investigator in my office at 9 Quality 
Row referred in violent and slanderous 
terms to a Darwin resident saying 
that if it was the last thing he did he 
would "get" the particular individual. 
The decision in the Esquire Nominees 
case incidentally established that the 
individual was proceeding lawfully 
and that the investigator was in error. 


During the hearing of the Esquire 
case before Sir Harry Gibbs in 
Melbourne I had some conversation 
in the precincts of the Courts with 
Mr. Lanigan, Second Commissioner 
of Taxation. I record respect for 
Mr. Lanigan's ability and apparent 
dedication to his chosen career. 

Mr. Lanigan said that the only way to 
beat taxation consultants would be to 
give the Commissioner of Taxation 
unlimited powers in addition to those 
intended by Section 260 of the Income 
Tax Assessment Act so that by merely 
issuing an assessment he could throw 
the onus on a taxpayer to get out of 
the assessment if he could. Mr. 
Lanigan thought that the Commissioner 
should have corresponding powers of 
waiving assessments. I really thought 
that this was Mr. Lanigan’s sense of 
fun but Income Tax Assessment Act 


(No. 4) 1973 convinced me otherwise 

1 submit that this Act was a very ba;i 
Act indeed and a serious reflection on 
all members of both Houses of 
Parliament. It followed, of course, 
the decision of the Full High Court of 
Australia in favour of Esquire Nominees 
Limited on September 24, 1973. 

ENROUTE TO MELBOURNE in 
connection with Esquire Nominees 
Limited matter I called at Can¬ 
berra. By the good graces of Sen¬ 
ator Ian Wood, Chairman of die 
Senate Committee on Ordinances 
and Regulations (or some such 
title) who had recently been on the 
Island with the Committee, I met 
a considerable number of members 
of both Houses and of all parties, 
in addition to a number who were 
already personally known to me. 

I recall particularly Senator Cav- 
anagh, now Minister for Police and 
Customs, and also Senator (now 
Mr. Justice^Lionel Murphy. Sen¬ 
ator Cavanagh said to me that he 
assumed the amendment was just 
something formal and he had seen 
no reason to concern himself with 
it or with the Case submitted by 
the professional offices. He con¬ 
ceded that he really did not know 
about the oddities of the Company 
Law of Norfolk Island. He would 
get the Companies Ordinance 
1926/1971 up from the Parliament¬ 
ary Library and talk with me fur¬ 
ther. The following night Senator 
Cavanagh said that much to his 
astonishment the Library could not 
tell him what the Company Law of 


Norfolk Island was. He would raise 
the matter in Caucus and if so ag¬ 
reed would move for dis-allowance 
of the Ordinance. 

I respect Senator Cavanagh for 
his attitude as conveyed by him to 
me. 

Later on the second night I had 
a conversation with Senator 
Murphy. He said that he would be 
happy, as a lawyer, to argue the 
constitutional issue for Norfolk 
Island. As a politician and part¬ 
icularly a member of his party it 
would be suicide for him to sup¬ 
port Senator Cavanagh in Caucus 
for disallowance of die Ordinance. 

I respected Senator Murphy for 
his frankness. Perhaps I under¬ 
stood as a child and thought as a 
child and saw through a glass 
darkly. 


"Perhaps 1 understood as a child and thought 
as a child and saw through a glass darkly..." 
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BACK IN 1963 when I first visited 
the Island I was amazed to find rthat 
there was np authoritative collection 
of the Law of Norfolk Island avail¬ 
able. Even the Chief Magistrate 
and the Registrar of the day had 
nothing adequate for reference on 
all situations reasonably likely to 
arise. I took this up with the De¬ 
partment of External Territories and 
with the Government Printer. I 
finally obtained two copies of what 
were hoped to be a reasonably com¬ 
plete set of applicable Ordinances. 
One copy was for my reference in 
Sydney. The other was for my 
reference on the Island. I am glad 
to say that there followed the ac¬ 
tivity which resulted in the public- , 
ation of what is known as "the 
Green Book" - the laws of Norfolk 


island 1914-1964. Evidence has 
already been given to this Royal 
Commission that there is still, in 
fact, no reliable compilation of 
the laws effective or possibly ef¬ 
fective on Norfolk Island. 

It is trite to repeat that, while 
ignorance of the law may be no 
excuse, die community should 
have ready access to the laws by 
which it is bound. 

This is not the least so in the 
case of fiscal laws as well as the 
criminal law. To hold the Norfolk 
island community responsible for 
understanding legislation such as 
the Income Tax and similar Stat¬ 
utes of Australia is, in my submis¬ 
sion, not Gilbertian but to confess 
a failure of the social, legislative, 
legal and judicial systems of Aust¬ 
ralia. To purport to bind Norfolk 
Island residents by publications in 
the Commonwealth Government 
Gazette is inexcusable oppression 
unrelieved by its absurdity. 

Numerous other disparities part¬ 
icularly in the Australian fiscal law 
are self evident. The Companies 
Ordinance 1926/1971 is another 
classic instance of ineptitude and 
incompetence. 

Mr. K. McPherson was the first 
"Administration Legal Officer”, 
Some confusion persists as to what 
were his main functions - Registrar 
of Companies, Registrar of Lands 
and all or some of the many duties 
formerly discharged by Mr. D, L.B. 
Lusk; or as, in particular, a legal 
adviser available to assist the 
Council. 

Mr. McPherson was a capable 



officer. .Among Ordinances which 
he discussed at length with me 
were the Companies Ordinance and 
the proposed Trustee Companies 
Ordinance. 

This latter was sought by Norfolk 
Estates Limited on completion of 
its building at 9 Quality Row in 
1967 and, at the suggestion of the 
Department of External Territories 
in Canberra, was based on the 
Trustee Companies Ordinance 1966 
of Papua-New Guinea. It was ap¬ 
proved in principle by the Council 
in 1967 and is still awaiting atten¬ 
tion. It has been overlooked by 
those who say that there is only a 
delay of about two years with over¬ 
due ordinances. 

As regards the Companies Ordin¬ 
ance Mr. McPherson and I consid¬ 


ered whether the then Uniform Com¬ 
pany Lav; was applicable or wbetb - 
er a new Ordinance adapted to 
special circumstances of Norfolk 
Island was to be preferred. 

My own preference was a special 
Ordinance adapted to the Island's 
requirements, with provision for a 
substitution of all or some of the 
company law as the company reg¬ 
istrations increased and circum¬ 
stances justifying the Uniform 
Company Law might develop. 

It is my belief that the majority 
of Councillors, expecting a proper 
codification of the company law, 
rejected the clumsy "amendment" 
foisted on them by the Adminis¬ 
trator exercising a casting as well 
as a deliberative vote in the ab¬ 
sence of three elected Councillors. 

♦ 

FORMERLY THE Australian Gov¬ 
ernment view was that the devel¬ 
opment of Norfolk Island as a 
place of financial resort was good 
for Australia as well as for Norfolk 
Island. 

Recourse within the law by Aust¬ 
ralians to Norfolk Island was not 
disparaged. Australia needed in¬ 
vestment from overseas. Just as 
Hong Kong for years has survived 
and been recognised as performing 
valuable service, so it was the 
Australian Government view that 
Norfolk Island would be of help to 
Australia as a source of money 
from countries with which there 
existed no reciprocal tax agree¬ 
ment. 


So far as 1 have been concerned 
my pwn reputation and experience 
have been a vital factor in over- ; ° 
seas money being channelled to 
Australia. 

I mention but do not otherwise 
comment on the report of certain 
Ministers seeking US$4, 000, 000, 
000 overseas. 

Should Australia follow the 15% 
devaluation just announced by New 
Zealand my guess is that Australia 
will be seeking to woo back in¬ 
vestors who have been discouraged 
by the Government attitude of re¬ 
cent years. 

If this is a correct forecast, then 
the Australian Government has done 
Australia as well as Norfolk Island 
a great deal of harm and the soon¬ 
er this is rectified the greater will 
be the prospect of international 
reliance being placed on Australia 
for investment purposes. 

Some substantial overseas con¬ 
tracts which have suspended oper¬ 
ations have indicated willingness 
to resuming; but what the Aust¬ 
ralian Government overlooks is 
that there are plenty of other op¬ 
portunities and investors do not 
have to come to Australia via Nor¬ 
folk Island or any other way. 

My submission on the probable 
development of the economy of 
Norfolk Island is- 
Unless Australia's present policy 
is changed very rapidly then the 
economy of Norfolk Island will re¬ 
gress to where it was in 1963. 

For what comfort there is In the 
thought, and always assuming that 
the Australian Government lives up 
to the compensation of which Mr. 
Snedden spoke, Norfolk Island looks 
like being a permanent pensioner 
of the Australian taxpayer. 

Assisted and encouraged by Aust¬ 
ralia through progressive self-gov¬ 
ernment to Independence within the 
next five to ten year*, Norfolk Is¬ 
land faces a probable development 
into self-sufficiency. 

Tourism cannot be regarded as a 
basic industry. The only other 
suggestion is as in 1963 - develop¬ 
ment as a place of financial resort. 

If Australia wishes to maintain re¬ 
lationship with Norfolk Island then 
the details of financial matters re¬ 
main to be worked out. 

If Australia does not want to 
maintain relationship then Norfolk 
Island must be free to make its 
own arrangements otherwise. 

We have heard particularly from 
Mr. Engledow a great deal about 
what Norfolk Island costs Australia 
at the present time. With the ut¬ 
most respect for Mr. Engldow and 
his Department nothing could more 
clearly illustrate the unreality of 
Australia compared with the reality 
of Norfolk Island. 


"To purport to bind Norfolk Island residents 
by publications in the Comnsonwealth Govern¬ 
ment Gazette is inexcusable oppression 
unrelieved by its absurdity. 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 

late in the day on 

Wed-Thurs-Sat-Son, 
planes permitting 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island ' s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPfNGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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NEWS: Hon-fpi 7.30 World * Local: 8.30 Hbrld & 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World 8 Local 


MONDAY 
7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk (Beryl) 

10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Sir Keith Hancock 

11. 00 Morning Concert 
11.30' Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I’m Sorry I’ll read 
That Again 

10. 00 Local News 
10.05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Dickens' Characters 
12.00 Local News 

12.05 Sports Magazine 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope 

10. 00 News 


10. 05 Ring of Bright 
Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11.30 Glums 

12.00 Local News 
12.05 InternT Call 

I. 0Q News 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Bid’s Army 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12.00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Inspector ."West 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

reporting 


10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church oi England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Yvon) 

12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 
SUNDAY 

4. 00 Music(Daphne) 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.00 The Glums(Com) 

7.00 Childrens Story 
(Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (10) 

8.16 The Tempest (Pt 2) 
9.15 Music (Brahms) 

10. OOClose. 
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USIC IN LONDON 


ichael 
loran 



"A political system, see? Like 
the solar system. Your sun is all 
gone cold: so you keep alive with 
great difficulty. Your art was the 
fine flower of a system . You 
understand? The system's finished." 

And down the front of the mask 
rolled a sudden tear, which fell 
upon the dirty floor of the prison. 

(From The Revenge for Love - 
Wyndham Lewis). 

As I begin this column on Friday 
afternoon, news is coming in of a 
bomb explosion at the London 
Hilton. It is increasingly difficult 
to respond with tragic laughter in 
die face of these terrorist machines, 
fuelled by a 'cause,' masquerading 
as human persons. Why are men 
intoxicated with the sound, sight 
and smell of suffering, dismember¬ 
ment and blood? The construction 
of questions involves reason, the 
mobilisation of 'man's distinguishing 
characteristic.' Any fool can see 
the manifest stupidity of expecting 
any exercise of that faculty in die 
rat infested suburban basement 
bomb factories of 'Rotting Hill.' 

Without art, life is intolerably 
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„ brutalised. I usually discipline the 
Sffl temptation to mention the constant 
jf# and agonising sensual bombardment 
in London, subverting my will to 
work at music. Concerts, recitals, 
premieres appear as a puppet - 
show of the past, unconnected to 
the present disintegration, the 
masterpieces just sparkling jewels in 
a swift river of mud. Ironically, the 
wide dissemination of art works (via 
paperbacks, colour prints, recordings) 
has debased the value of creative 
process in the mind of the majority. 
No longer can we press our face with 
wonder and curiosity against the gilt 
and black lattice of the Palace gates 
at Versailles, overhearing a Concert 
Royeaux on a favourable breath of 
summer air. There is no contemp¬ 
orary oasis of guaranteed excellence. 
It's all there on tele, booming and 
flickering through the stinking egg 
and chips. 

Doubtless, I will still treasure 'that 
backward feeling’ and celebrate the 
valuable evidence of our withering 
capacity for civilisation, but we 
must avoid a blase modern attitude 
to the amazing individual members 
of this race who fought death with 
Divine skill and strategy to give us 
more than shattered bone and sinew 
to hold. We are in danger of 
forgetting the creative method 
altogether. Surely Menander, man 
has been thrashed enough to learn 
his lesson a thousand times. 




Norfolk 


LIVING 


At this time when gardens are dis¬ 
playing their spring blooms, one must 
be busy preparing for summer blooms. 
For both cut flowers and colour, one 
must put Zinnias, Carnations and 
Asters in first place. Should you 
have ample water of course, there are 


questioi 



the much rewarding Dahlias. 

Zinnias come in many varieties from 
tiny border types to tall Dahlia • 
flowered. They do well in most sit¬ 
uations, but they are prone to powdery 
mildew, as are Dahlias, but there are 
excellent sprays for prevention of this, 
and as prevention is betther than 
waiting until it makes its appearance, 
use spray at regular intervals. It is 


well worth the trouble. I have found 
Kar a thane and Naneb both successful. 

Powdery Mildew is also an arch 
enemy of the Melons, marrows, 
cucumbers and pumpkins, so same 
treatment. 

Q. What flowering trees resist our 
salt air conditions best? J.A. 

A. There are beautiful flowering 
trees for seaside positions, Pahutukawa 
(N. Z. Christmas Tree). Tamaris, 
Banksias, Canias, Erythrina (Coral 
Tree), and there are many others, 
but these I would suggest are most 
suitable for Norfolk Island conditions. 

0. How does one grow Breadfruit ? j 
B.W. 

A. Breadfruit (Incisa) is a lovely 
large-leafed tree grown from seed. 
Unfortunately, it is a tropical nee 
and not suited for our sub-tropical 
climate. It might grow but I doubt 
it would fruit; possibly procure seed 
from Fiji and Tonga where I have 
seen it growing, mostly in swampy 
areas as it likes plenty of moisture. 

(Four other questions received this 
week by the Garden Editor will be 
answered next week.) 


Mary Selby, Norfolk-bom, lived 
in Sydney for 13 years but came 
"home" in 1968. "Norfolk always 
calls you," says soft-spoken, gentle - 
natured Mary 

Married to Bob Selby, they have 
their daughter, Jan and son-in-law 
Vince Reeves and two grandchildren, 
Nathan and Matthew living here on 
Norfolk too. Mary sees them 
practically every day (we are 
envious) and lives in what seems like 
another world high up on Steels Point 
with a 360 degree view of the Island. 

It is obvious Mary loves her home 
and enjoys cooking very much. 
Another great pleasure for her is 
fishing and with a twinkle in her eye, 
she alluded to the fact that her car 
was all loaded up with fishing gear 
and ready to go. 

Mary used to work at the Milk Bar. 
She is enjoying her relaxed life now 
and has such a wonderful inner calm 
about her that one feels totally un¬ 
hurried and wishing to spend many 
hours with this lovely lady. 

Below are two of Mary’s recipes - 
the first her own concoction, (she 
says you can use fresh cream instead 
of sour, if you add a teaspoon of 
white vinegar). The Banana Loaf 
is "beautiful to freeze" says Mary. 


Tasty Spread 
H cups minced cold beef 
1 small onion chopped 
{ cup sour cream 
salt and pepper 

sliced tomatoes, chopped bacon and 
grated cheese. 

Method: 

Mix meat, onion, sour cream, salt & 
pepper. Spread on hot buttered toast 
and top with sliced tomatoes, chopped 
bacon and grated cheese. Place under 
griller for few minutes to brown. Cut 
into fingers and serve hot. 


Banana Loaf 
3/4 cup sugar, 

{ lb. butter 

le gg 

1 cup mashed bananas 
li cups flour 
1 teaspoon bicarb soda 
\ teaspoon cream of tartar 
Method: 

Cream sugar and butter add beaten 
egg then mashed bananas. Mix well 
then add flour sifted with soda and 
cream of tartar. Bake in a greased 
loaf tin in a moderate oven for 3/4 
of an hour, 
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THE WORM OUROBOUROS 
by E. R. Eddison. 

This is one of die great under¬ 
rated books of the twentieth century, 
in the same way that "Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover" and "Ulysses" are two of the 
most over-rated; the former because 
blow by blow descriptions of other 
peoples' sex lives are a crashing bore 
and the latter because it is totally 
unreadable. That's not quite true, 
because my mother-in-law assures me 
that she has waded through it which 
makes four people who have read it, 
the other three being the author, the 
proof reader and the printer. At long 
last Pan have seen fit to re-issue "The 
Worm Ourobouros" in paperback and 
it's well worth getting. 

. It is a fantasy-novel set on Mercury, 
describing the war between Demon¬ 
land and Witchland; with the Demons, 
on the whole, wearing the white hats 
and playing the part of the goodies 
while the Witches wear black hats (or 
helmeta) and are out-and-out baddies. 
John Wayne wouldn't approve at all. 
Don’t be fooled by the apparently 
childi$i names given to the two hordes 
of protagonists; all the male characters 
are very much drawn in depth, and if 
you substitute Troy for Mercury and 
Momerfc names for Mercurian it might 
very wjll be taken as a rattling good 


description of a bronze-age war taken 
straight from the Iliad. Except that 
there is no Helen; Mercury is very 
much a man's world and such few ■ 
women who make an appearance are, 
rightly, of very minor importance. 

Don't mistake this book for one that 
is frivolous; in fact it is deadly serious, 
so much so it was a wonder that I 
enjoyed it at all. 

When 1 first turned 211 made a 
frivolous effort to be serious but very 
soon realised that the only way to survive 
in a made world was to make a serious 
effort to be frivolous. It worked wonders. 
In the same way the author has obviously 
lavished fare more care and attention 
on his villains than on his heroes; when 
they descend to evil they do so in the 
grand manner and go in boots and all 
to stir the cataclysm and bubble the 
abyss, and to my mind also die 
baddies, (as is usual in real life) 
are the most believable charact¬ 
ers in the book. In reality vice is 
usually triumphant whereas the 
virtuous John Waynes and Bruce 
Lees of this world exist only in 
celluloid dramas. To make this 
book into a film one would need 
to reincarnate Cecil B. de Mille 
and his casts of thousands, but 
until the secret of Endor can be 
found you'll have to read the 
book. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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Govt GztteDigst 

No. 44 18/9/75 

WHALE BIRD season closed 1/12/75 
to 30/9/76. 

CHRISTMAS STAMPS 1st day 6/10, 
covets 750. 

PETTY SESSIONS sat Friday. 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

QANTAS'S EMBARGO from Sydney 
continues, and the backlog of cargo 
awaiting flight to Norfolk is build¬ 
ing up despite shippers' willingness 
to pay the penalty "urgent" rate of 
$1 a kg. 

Saturday morning the cargo base 
at Mascot reported 2781 kg waiting 
uplift to Norfolk. 

No report was received from Air 
New Zealand in Auckland, but 
passenger bookings continue to be 
full, and little cargo space is 
available. 

On Saturday Burns Philp, agents 
in Norfolk for both airlines, were 
unable to offer seats to Australia 
or NZ for some time. The first 
available seat from Sydney to 
Norfolk is on October 22nd, and 
the first seat from Norfolk to 
Sydney is October 18th. 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From Tp 



BIGGER STORE IS TOO 
SHALL, SMILES KEITH 

OPERATIONS AT The Milk Bar are 
being considerably streamlined by 
investment in additional space. 

On land just behind die Milk Bar, 
a new bulk*store, 20' x 60' is now in 
full use. 

"We thought it was terrifically big 
when we planned it and were build¬ 
ing it," says proprietor Keith Jarvis. 
"But it's already too small. ” 

The store has enough height to 



*'iir4i ... HlH’T'tT'rt^ 

MILK BAR STORE -- 
TOO SMALL, ALREADY 


allow mezannine decking throughout. 
It has a longitudinal 10" steel univer¬ 
sal beam (successor to the RSJ) 
running its length, which will allow 
installation of an electric hoist for 
handling pallet loads of soft drinks 
and other commodities. 

The store was started in May and 
completed in about three months' 
time. Total cost was about $15, 000. 
Roy Nobbs was contractor for the job 
and the Jarvises praise his performance 
on the building. ( 

A few finishing parts of the project 
are still being completed, inclufiing 
two 8, 000 gal tanks to catch raiij- 
water from die roof. They are being 
built by Teddy Christian. 

A new office is also being adddd on, 
to take the place of the tiny ond now 
in use. Saturday Keith and Judjf wert ; 
at Irvine's shopping for carpet, as a 
luxurious finishing touch for the Ww 
office. •} 


I Jensens gains using 
smaller space better! 

JENSENS NEWS AGENCY shop and 
Milk Bar in Burnt Pine has been 
separated into two shops. Max 
Inglis plans to operate a delicatessen 
in the westerly half of the building, 
which has been the milk bar area. 

The change will allow improved 
display of magazines and paperback 
books at Jensens. 

As part of the remodelling, Stan 
Jensen has moved the sales counter 
to the shop’s front door. He says this 
should make supervision of the shop 
easier, and reduce the chance of 
occasional shoplifting. 

He says that shoplifting is not a 
major problem, but that it needs 
watching. He mentioned a tourist 
who scooped a handful of gift tags 
into her purse, and later fronted up 
to pay for a few other items. 

"And the tags in your purse?" Stan 
asked. The woman was flustered, 
and said she hadn't counted diem. 
"I'll be glad to help. " said Stan, 
and began counting. There were 
over 200 of them. The woman said 
she really needed only about 50, and 
paid for them. 

Children sometimes find toy cars 
o: other small items attractive, but 
S»an says he usually hears who took 
what, as word circulates. A word 
to the youngster -- "If that isn’t 
back here by 4.00, I'll have to go 
to the Sergeant" -- always brings 
the item back promptly. 

Carpentry and painting for the new 
partition separating the two shops 
h.is been done by Stan himself over 
the past week or so. 


IXIURT NIPS 7 FIRMS 

COURT CHARGES against five 
Norfolk companies, for not filing 
Annual Returns by the due dates, 
brought prompt action last week. 
All five filed returns and complied 
with the terms of the Court Notice. 

Charges against them were with¬ 
drawn. 

Two other companies failed to 
produce the required returns by 
Wednesday and charges were heard 
ex parte by visiting Magistrate Eric 
Pearson. 

He ordered both companies to file 
the returns within 28 days, and to 
pay $10 each in costs. , 
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to offer guidance and help on the basic use and care of hand 


McPherson’s ftsp handbook 

MCPHERSON'S LIMITED 


Sharpening Edged 
Tools 

With two exceptions, all sharpen¬ 
ing (both on grinders and oil¬ 
stones) is performed with the 
edge of the tool working against 
the stone. The exceptions are 

(1) when sharpening on leather, 
as with a razor strop; (2) when 
the tool itself is held still and 
the stone is moved to do the 
sharpening — as in sharpening 
a scythe or sickle or the inside 
of a gouge or concave edge with 
an oilstone slip. The reason for 
sharpening against the edge is 
that this results in less “wire 
edge”. 

Broadly speaking, there are only 
two ways of sharpening tools or 
knives: (1) by a grinding wheel; 

(2) by rubbing the tool on a 
sharpening stone. Grinding 
wheels have two great advant¬ 
ages: First, they cut steel fast; 
secondly, they give the tool a 
concave or hollow ground bevel. 
This does not mean, however, 
that grinding wheels can take 
the place of sharpening stones. 
Now, about bevels. Look at the 
illustrations: the base line re¬ 
presents the flat surface of an 
oilstone or hone. Fig. 1 shows 
a cross section of a hollow 
ground razor. All hand tools and 
knives must be sharpened on this 
same “Hollow Ground” principle 
for best results. 

Fig. 2 is exaggerated to show 
how like the razor is the cor¬ 
rectly ground bevel of a chisel 
— both are concave. This con¬ 
cavity comes from the curve of 
the grinding wheel. Fig. 3 shows 
an incorrectly ground chisel. 
The bevel is straight, not con¬ 
cave. This is caused by not 
holding the tool in one unchang¬ 
ing position on the grinding 
wheel. 

This hollow ground bevel will 
last longer than that in Fig. 3. 
Here is the reason. Figs. 4 and 
5 show the hollow ground chisel 
and the straight ground chisel 
after they have been sharpened 
several times on the oilstone. 
Note that the hollow ground 
chisel (Fig. 4) is still concave. 
It will not go to the grinder for 
some time. ,But the other (Fig. 
5) is now convex —It works hard 


and slow. It should go to the 
grinder right away. It needs 
grinding much oftener than the 
chisel in Fig. 4. 
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Sharpening Stones 

There are three objects to be 
attained in taking good care'of a 
Sharpening Stone: first, to retain 
the life and sharpness of its grit; 
secondly, to keep its surface fiat 
and even; thirdly, to prevent its 
glazing. 


To retain the original freshness 
of the stone, it should be kept 
clean and moist. To let a Sharp¬ 
ening Stone remain dry a long 
time, or expose it to the air, 
tends to harden it.. A new natural 
stone should be soaked in oil for 
several days before using. 

If a Sharpening Stone is kept in 
a dry place it should be kept in 
a box with closed cover, and a 
few drops of fresh, clean oil left 
on it. 

To keep the surface of a Sharp¬ 
ening Stone flat and even simply 
requires care in using. Tools 
should be sharpened on the edge 
of a stone as well as in the 
middle, to prevent wearing down 
unevenly, and the stone should 
be turned end for end occasion¬ 
ally. 

To restore an even, fiat surface, 
grind the stone on the side of a 
Grinding Wheel or rub it down 
with an emery brick. 

To prevent a Sharpening Stone 
from glazing requires merely the 
proper use of oil or water. 

The purpose of using either oil 
or water on a Sharpening Stone 
is to float the particles of steel 
that are cut away from the tool, 
thus preventing them from filling 
' in between the crystals and caus¬ 
ing the stone to glaze. 

All coarse-grained natural stones 
should be used with water. Use 
plenty of It. 

On medium and fine-grained 
natural stones, and on all artifi¬ 
cial stones, oil should be used 
always, as water is not thick 
enough to keep the steel out of 
the pores. Neatsfoot oil is con¬ 
sidered the best oil to use. 

To further prevent glazing, the 
dirty oil should always be wiped 
off the stone thoroughly as soon 
as possible after using it. This 
is very important, for if left on 
the stone, the oil dries in, carry¬ 
ing the steel dust with it. Cotton 
waste is one of the best things 
with which to clean a stone. 

' If the stone does become glazed 
dr gummed up, a good cleaning 
with petrol or ammonia will 
usually restore its cutting quali¬ 
ties, but if it does not, then scour 
the stone with. |oose ; emery or 
sandpaper fastened to a perfectly 
smooth board. 

Never use turpentine on a Sharp¬ 
ening Stone for any purpose. 


tools and to suggest general methods employed 


to construct and maintain various articles around the home 




DESPITE HIS SIZE AND THE HELP OF A BULL-HORN, 
BRUCE WALKER HAD HIS WORK CUT OUT FOR HIM 
KEEPING ABOUT 220 KIDS LINED UP BEFORE THE 
AERIAL LOLLY SCRAMBLE. 


Anthony ely was able 
TO SCORE a couple of 
THE LOLLIES DROPPED 
FROM BEN MORICE'S PLANE 


ROTARY'S VILLAGE FAIR on Satur¬ 
day was one of those events where 
everything seems to go right. 

The weather was superb, and a 
crowd totalling some 1425 through 
the day enjoyed themselves greatly 
and helped the club raise about 
$10,200 — a great advance toward 
its goal of $25,000 to be raised for 
the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

There were 250 barbecues served 
during the day. 

Most stalls sold right out. 

The radio telethon, after a slow 
start, caught fire late in the day 
and was a major contributor. 

"We couldn't possibly list all the 
people who deserve thanks," said 
Rotart president Geoff Bennett last 
night, after a well-earned nap, 

"it would be almost everyone on th< 


VANESSA COOPER, CONCENTRATING ON THE 
RIDE, WAS ONE OF HUNDREDS WHO ENIOYED 
THE MERRY-GO-ROUND. 


t jL. 



KHi 

A REPULSIVE DISPLAY OF STRENGTH AND DETER¬ 
MINATION WAS SHOW BY THE ROLUNG-PIN- 
THROWING TEAM FROM THE PHILLIP IS. HOUSE¬ 
WIVES & IRONMONGERS CLUB - BUT THEY LOST. 

(BILL LACKEY, ERNIE SPRATT AND JOHN BROWN) 

THE WINNERS'. THE SOUTH PACIFIC FIELDED 
TWO TEAMS OF ROLLING PIN HURLEftS: DENISE 
PAINE, JANE MAJISH, DEIRDRE DENHAM, 

BETTY WRIGHT, MAUREEN CANTLON AND 
SHIRLEY ANN MARTIN. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


OCCASIONALLY IT’S A GOOD THING to see ourselves as others see us 
even though we may think their vision is askew. 

The Auckland Evening Post recently published a long article about 
Norfolk, written by a man who visited here earlier in the year. Helen 
McCoy kindly lent us a copy, and here are some passages from it. 

(Incidentally his opening words were "Fables, fallacies, fiction and 
fact abound on Norfolk Island... ”, which is not a bad comment on the 
article itself. The author obviously liked the island, add we appre¬ 
ciate that, but perhaps our heading might better be "Dars Norfolk?"). 


NORFOLK IS a gentle, pretty island 
with an idyllic landscape and a 
history that borders on the infam¬ 
ous but gains a good deal of res¬ 
pectability as the haven for the 
waifs of the Bounty mutineers who 
were transferred from Pitcairn Is¬ 
land. 

"Norfolk Island," declared the 
French navigator La Perouse, "is a 
place fit only for angels and eagles" 

- an observation made while toss¬ 
ing in his ship on a wind-lashe'd 
sea. 

Captain Cook must have had a 
calmer day for his call in 1774 and 
his brief acquaintance ensured that 
this tiny island of five miles by 
three and 8500 acres became in¬ 
habited - if initially by convicts 
who were brutally treated during 
an era of horror and shame. 

Today Norfolk welcomes and re¬ 
sists tourists, accepts and spurns 
Australian administration, imports 
everything and exports nothing, 
and exists and expires in a day-to- 
day evolvement that leaves it un¬ 
ique in every sense of the word. 

The island is populated with in¬ 
triguing characters, the names so 
closely associated with Bounty 
crewmen like Christian, Adams, 
McCoy and Quintal. They are the 
islanders, the natives, so to speak, 
who have their own language - a 
combination of pidgin English and 
Tahitian - and who fiercely ob¬ 
serve their own traditions and cul- 

Vaguely Polynesian features are 
noticeable in some of the people; 
brown eyes, broad noses and just a 
brush of coffee in the skin. 

Norfolk Is a scattered settlement 
with sealed roads connecting all 
main residential areas and far 
more cars than people. It is stated 
that most families have at least 
two cars, some three and even 
four. 

The cars sell up to $2000 cheap- 
.er than the same model in New Zea¬ 
land. 
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The main shopping centre is at 
Burnt Pine where duty-free estab¬ 
lishments do a brisk trade. The 
place of administration in Kingston, 
the old penal site where buildings 
are being restored as the money be¬ 
comes available. 

Elsewhere, it is scattered homes 
with each boasting at least six acres 
of land. 

There are mote than 500 cows on 
the island, not one of them restrict¬ 
ed to a paddock. They roam at 
will; down the shop fronts, across 
lawQS, on the middle of die roads, 
and into gardens. 

"Cow and horses have free run of 
Norfolk, " you are told on arrival. 
"They, not you, have the right of 
way." 

Each cow is ear-marked with the 
owner’s symbol and rounded up 
once a year to be butchered for the 
meat. No one seems able, or pre¬ 
pared, to milk them for powder 
milk is the rule rather than the ex¬ 
ception on the island. 

Everyone travels by car and rental 
vehicles are ridiculously cheap - 
about $5.50 a day with no extras. 
Not, mind you, that you total a 
low mileage - there’s not far to go 
and petrol is 87c a gallon. 

Everyone frequents the bars for the 
four licensed hotels on the island. 

Up until last month there was no age 
restriction for drinking - they hadn't 
thought of imposing one and it was 
rather staggering to have a drink 
with an attractive young girl one 
night and then see her cycling to 
school the next morning. 

Lads and girls as young as 14 lined 
up at the bars and the publicans had 
no recourse but to serve them. 

Now, however, Canberra has pass¬ 
ed a special ordinance that restricts 
the drinking age to 18. I hadn’t 
notice it working. 

There are no seat belts in cars and 
if you are lost I wouldn’t recommend 
your asking an islander for instruct¬ 
ions. He isn't renowned for being 
explicit and you would probably go 
missing permanently if you followed 
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his directions. 

Sport plays a major role on the is¬ 
land, but I wonder if the NZRFU' , 
would be happy about the island's 
top rugby league side being called- 
the All Blacks. They play cricket ' 
on Saturdays and rugby league on 
Sunday. 

There are no problems about 
rubbish tips, Tlie rubbish goes down 
a chute at the end of Cascade Road 
and falls 50ft into the sea. Fishing 
is extra good at this point. But I 
would think twice about bathing on 
the Island’s only beach. 

Honesty is one of the great virtues 
of the islanders. No one locks a car 
and it is indeed rare for anyone to go 
away on holiday to New Zealand or 
Australia and bother to lock up his 
home. 

The island golf club welcomes vis¬ 
itors and members leave their golf 
clubs in an open shed where you can 
make your selection, pay the green 
fee at a honesty box and whack away 
for the afternoon. But watch the 
cows; yelling "fore" means nothing 
to them. 

No one pays rates but the island 
has a unique compensatory system 
whereby each adult is required to 
put in 10 days labour each year do¬ 
ing up roads or cutting back over¬ 
growth. The names of the workers 
and the hours they have worked are 
displayed at the Post Office. Re¬ 
cently, a law; was passed allowing 
residents to pay $20 a year instead 
of doing the labour, but most prefer 
to wield the shovel and the slasher. 

Education on the island is said to 
be of a particularly high standard 
and the boast is made that the 
School Certificate pass for each of 
the past three years has been 100 
percent. Education is given up to 
Form 4 and then it is away to the 
mainland for further schooling. 

Crime is minimal, mainly speed¬ 
ing offences - the speed limit all 
over the island is 30mph with 25 
mph in the built- up areas. There 
is a magisterial sitting about once 
a month. 
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SENDER; 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20# 

To New Zealand 40# 


TO: 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



—.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below If you wish. 2. Fill in address paneL 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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FIFTEEN CENTS 


GUESTS CARRY TRAYS AS 
FIVE HOTEL GIRLS QUIT 


FOUR WAITRESSES and a dining 
room supervisor walked out of 
their jobs at the South Pacific 
Hotel/Motel last Tuesday. 

According to Steve McMullen, 
the hotel's manager, the girls 
complained that they were being 
overworked in relation to the wages 
they were being paid. 

"If our salaries went up, our 
tariff would have to go up, " Mr. 
McMullen told the News. 

Usual rates 

"We are trying to keep our tariff 
at a. reasonable level, and that 
means we have to pay as low 
salaries as possible, " he added. 

"While the salaries could be a 
bit higher, they are certainly in 
keeping with pay elsewhere on the 


from a group attending the Lions’ 
convention. The group had also 
made her a present of 128 worth of 
records. 

Waitresses had to pay their own air¬ 
fare to the Island, but the South 
Pacific’s policy was to pay airfares 
if the girl stayed in the job a year or 
longer. 

The News was unable to locate any 
of the five girls to hear their comm¬ 
ents on the walk-out. 

Administrative Officer David 
Buffett said they had contacted him 
to say they would be leaving the 
Island. All are on temporary entry 
permits that were conditional on 
their being employed by the hotel. 

Having left their jobs, they had 
ceased to comely with the terms of 
(Continued on page three) 



island." 

He said waitresses were paid $41.50 


$50,000 NORFOLK ESTATE GOES 


for a six-day, 48-hour week, plus 
time-^nd-a-half for overtime if it 


TO MYSTERY MAN’S U.K. HEIR 


was necessary. 

They received free board and lodging 
at the hotel, and were issued with 


A CHEQUE for $50, 000 - or more 
precisely for £ 30 , 140 - has been 
sent by the Norfolk Island A dm ini- 


about his being close to starvation. 

Only his bank manager knew different. 
Mr. Powers had large sums on deposit, 


uniforms. "Their salary, plus what 
ihey can earn in tips, is free of tax 
and is pure pocket money, " Mr. 
McMullen said. 


stration to 29-year-old Peter Bennett 
of Lincolnshire, England. 

After a world-wide search, Bennett 
was discovered to be the sole heir to 


but apparently was so thrifty that he 
preferred to keep his money in the 
bank rather than spend it on food. 

For a time an arrangement was worked 


A waitress might earn $2 or $3 
in tips on a reasonably good night, 
he said, but occasionally they were 
higher. 

A party of about ten people had 


the estate of his uncle Henry Powers, 
who formerly lived on Norfolk and 
died in New Zealand ip February two 
years ago. 

While living on Norfolk” on and off 


out whereby he worked for one of tile 
Island guest houses, in return for a few 
dollars a week and one really good 
meal a day. As he did not have to pay. 
for the meal, he was quite happy to have 


left their waitress a $30 tip recently. for about five yean, Mr. Powers was 

The hotel’s third cook said the regarded as virtually penniless, and a 

best tip she had received was $50 few acquaintances worried seriously 
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it, and it probably kept him going. 

Mr. Powers had had interests in flats 
on the Island, but at the time of his 
death his only assets here were cash 
deposits on fixed interest. 

He also had some property in New 
Zealand. 

After discussions between Jim 
Campbell, Curator of Deceased 
Persons' Estates, and the Public 
Trustee of New Zealand, it was 

(Continued on page three) 






131: MOD - GO QUAD! 

for a complete range of the latest Quadraphonic sound equipment 
from Europe’s leading Hi-Fi manufacturer 



Sansui Teac Thorens Wharfdale 


Marantz Jensen Sony JVC Technics 


MILTONS 

Norfolk's Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS CAMERAS JAEGE 



DEPARTMENT URGES ONE BUREAU TO RULE CHRISTMAS, 
COCOS (KEELING) AND NORFOLK ISLAND TERRITORIES 


New radio equipment 
ready for Council’s 
Wednesday meeting 


THE BROADCAST of Council 
Meeting this Wednesday should be 
crisp and clear for the first time. 

Communications Officer Fred 
Jowett has just installed a new 
electronic system in Council Chambers. 
Twelve microphones have been 
mounted on the Council table -- one 
for each Councillor and the Chairman, 
and three others for the Council 
Secretary, the Legal Adviser and any 
visitor at the table. 

A control room has been set up in a 
spare room at the southwest corner of 
the Chamber, complete with a new 
broadcasting-station style of glass 
window looking into the Chamber. 

Yvon Dour an will be ensconced in 
the control room, and will operate 
two Sony MX14 microphone mixers, 
allowing her to tune in on one or 
more Councillors at any one time. 

The system should eliminate the 
booming, blurred effect of using a 
single microphone to pick up all 
sounds in the room, which has made 
some Council proceedings incom- 
phrensible. 


Sole heir was found 

(continued from front page 
agreed that Mr. Powers' N. Z. estate 
would be administered there, and Ms 
Norfolk estate here. 

When it was learned that Ms only 
known relatives, two sisters, had 
both died befcre Mm, the N. Z. 

Trustee advertised world-wide to see 
if there were any other possible heirs. 

Peter Bennet replied to the advertise¬ 
ment, and was found to be sole heir 
after Jim Campbell had contacted Mm. 

The £30,140 cheque represents most 
of the Norfolk estate. A further cheque, 
probably for a few thousand dollars, 
will be sent to Mm when everytMng 
Las been wound up. 

The Norfolk Island Administration 
will earn about 12, 800 commission 
--5 °/c --for Jim Campbell’s admini¬ 
stering of the estate. If Mr. Powers 
had proved to have no heirs, the 
estate would basically have gone to 
’he Crown, in the form of the 
Australian Federal Government. 


| COURT Or PETTY SESSIONS did 
laot sit last week. 

At this week's sittings, starting at 
• i a.rrs. tomorrow, local Magistrates 
, fcenda Reed, Jimmy Olsson and Ross 
^Reynolds will hear four charges 
. gainst a young man alleged to have 


NORFOLK, COCOS and 
Christmas Islands could be bundled 
together under a new proposal 
from Canberra. 

The suggestion is made by the 
Department of the Special 
Minister for State in a submission 
to the Royal Commission. 

"Consideration must be given 
to the possibility of establishing a 
new federal territory or district 
wMch would include all Island 
territories, " the submission says. 

The Department already controls 
Cocos and Christmas, wMch it says, 
together have twice Norfolk’s 
population. 

The present set-up is criticised 

South Pacific girls 
will have to leave 

(continued from front page) 
their entry permits, and had no 
immigration status any longer. 

They did not qualify for the normal 
30-day tourist entry period, Mr. 
Buffett said, as this applied only on 
the arrival of a visitor who accepted 
no employment on the Island. 

He said he had discussed the 
position with the five girls, and had 
agreed on arragements for their 
departure, taking into account the 
particular situation of each girL 
They would be leaving Norfolk at 
various times over the coming 
month, he said. 

Operations at the hotel were 
crimped a bit by the sudden staff 
shortage, but Mr. McMullen said 
they were getting by with extra work 
by housemaids and office staff, 

4 nd an understanding attitude on die 
part of guests. 

He said several guests bad offered 
to. make their own beds, and were 
serving themselves breakfast. He 
had seen some guests helping out 
by carrying trays, he said. 

"As long as the guests take it as 
well as they have been, we'll get 
thfough" he added. 

The Accommodation Proprietors 
Association had offered to help out, 
and were willing to help find some 
temporary assistance. 


court again tomorrow 

hired a car under a talse name, driven 
under the influence of alcohol, comm¬ 
itted assault and maliciously injured 
property. 

They will also hear a charge of 
unlicensed driving, which had been 
adjourned from a previous sitting . 


in which the Department of 
Capital Territories looks after 
Norfolk and the uninhabited Coral 
Sea Islands. 

The Department of the Capital 
Territory's sharing of responsibilit¬ 
ies with other departments "has not 
proved practical or efficient', and 
is at present being questioned" the 
submission says. 

"It is known that the Public 
Service Board also supports the 
establishment of a single, self- 
contained Office of External or 
Island Territories." 

The Department of the Special 
Minister for State envisages each 
territory having "a large measure 
of local government." 

Integration with an Australian 
state or the Commonwealth would 
not be appropriate, the Department 
feels. 

And the view that External 
territories be considered as depend¬ 
encies but not part of the Common¬ 
wealth coild be contrary to the 
constitution. 

In any case, all Island territories 
have distinctive requirements. 

Pitcairners are now a minority, 
the Department says, and Norfolk is 
ethnically and culturally similar 
to Australia. 

"At present external territories 
administration matters are sub¬ 
merged fairly well down department¬ 
al organisations lines," the 
Submission says. 

First trade union 

A single department to look after 
the three areas, the Department 
suggests, would be more economic¬ 
al and consistent, and would make 
it easier for Australia to enforce its 
international obligations -- for 
instance, in matters required by 
United Nations.. 

The submission contains a 
summary of various DSMS activities 
on Cocos and Christmas. 

These include, on Christmas 
Island: - 

- Registering the first trade union, 
and presenting a log of claims and 
working conditions. 

- Setting-up an Industrial Tribunal . 
to hear claims for wages and con¬ 
ditions. 

- Planning a social security system. 

- A major re-organisation and re¬ 
orientation of education requirements. 

The DSMS noted the problems of 
air commumcations with Cocos and 
Christmas Islands - because, it said, 
these are regarded as international 
flights, and barred to domestic 
operators. 

3 


the NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 29 September 1975 


"Norfolk Magistrates hold 




i THE BONGO VAN 


I Mighty worker with forward control m 

| design allows maximum visibility and 

I smail turning circle for easy 

parking, tight manoeuvrebility. K 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
■ load space. Economy plus. ^'5 
5 And talk about handy! The 
I large side-opening sliding 
| door with its low loading 
■ height plus easy access, 

■ lift-up rear door, lets you x 

I load with a minimum of 
| effort. Four-wheel independent 
■'suspension too. 


■ THE I/2 TON 


■ Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard 

■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 
5 — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 


THE BIG TON 


| Here’s power, reliability ® 

■ and performance. 

Here’s 94 BHP from *, 

| Mazda’s big 1600 CC JmSggKfe 
■ overhead cam engine 
5 in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray or'^^l 
| container van. All-synchro 

1 4-speed gearbox, massive box 
section frame. Cab and chassis?^^ 
I * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
■ on all three vehicles. 


BUNCOMBE BAY £ 

Proprietor: J. W. FTTZPAtr tCSt 


A RAGE 
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NORFOLK TO COME UNDER SURVEY CONTROL NEXT YEAR: 
AND TORRENS TITLE ORDINANCE IS BEIN6 PLANNED 


NORFOLK WILL BE BROUGHT under 
what is termed "survey control” by 
next year. 

In a submission to the Royal 
Commission, the Australian Survey 
Office said that between 1950 and 
1963, about 70 per cent of the 
Island was re-surveyed. 

Thesurvey was dropped when the 
Council decided against adopting the 
Torrens Title system. 

"Survey control will be extended over 
the remainder of the Island within 
the next year" the Office states. 

"The Department of the Capital 
Territory proposes to introduce a 
Land Title Ordinance for Norfolk 
island” the submission says. 

This ordinance would enable the 
Torrens Title system to be introduced. 

Present holdings would be trans¬ 
ferred either voluntarily, by app¬ 
lication. or compulsorily, by 

University honors 
Pacific professor 

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
University has established a new ser¬ 
ies of awards honouring Professor 
J.W. Davidson, 

Professor Davidson, a New Zealand¬ 
er, was Foundation Professor of Pacific 
History in the Research School of 
Pacific Studies at the Australian 
National University. 

He served as a constitutional con¬ 
stant to the Governments of 
Western Samoa, the Cook Islands, 
Nauru, Micronesia and Papua New 
Guinea' during their advance towards 
self-government. 

'In his death in 1973 the Davidson 
' xerpotial Fund was established "to 
enable Pacific Island students to con- 
;.'.nue their education overseas", 
i. ^plications are now invited from 
undents from Pacific Islands, who 
V .ave completed or are completing 
■ieh higher education, for'Davidson 
wards’. The awards will be chiefly 
cade to those seeking assistance to¬ 
wards the cost of travel and living 
expense* for relatively short visits for 
.indy and consultation at universities 
•o Aer than those in which they have 

• 'ready studied; for short courses; for 

• inferences; for visits to libraries or . 

a-chives; and for other visits of a 
similar kind. i 


direction of the Registrar. 

Under the; old Common Law system, 
the Office noted, title goes back to 
the original grant. 

If the seller's title is defective, 
the purchaser’s will be defective also. 

Before the land subdivision Ordin¬ 
ance of 1967, many subdivisions were 
carried out, sometimes without 
survey. 

Some conveyances were marked 
"subject to survey." 

, These subdivisions were re-subdiv- 
ided, again without survey. 

"Investigations have shown that 
sufficient land was never available 
to satisfy the intentions of some 
subdivisions" the Office says. 

"Further to this, there is evidence 
that some parcels of land created in 
paper subdivisions were occupied. 

"Surveys done in recent years have 
shown that the land as occupied is 
not always the land indicated on the 
relevant documentary title. 

"In some conveyances, the metes 
and bounds description differs from 
the plan description and the intention 
of the deed i*. therefore not clear. " 

A Surveyor Harper carried out a 
re-survey in 1886-88 the Office said, 
and marked all allotment boundaries 
with sawn sandstone blocks. 

Many of these blocks remain today. 

No Administrator yet 
—Syrette off soon 

BILL SYRETTE, a senior officer 
of the Smaller Territories Branch of 
the Department of the Capital 
Territory, has just over a week re¬ 
maining of his temporary assignment 
as Acting Official Secretary of the 
Island. 

He returns to Canberra Wednesday 
week, October 8th. 

He has been filling the Secretary's 
role while Official Secretary Charles 
Buffett has been the Island's senior 
official as Deputy Administrator. 

At the weekend there was still no 
word from Canberra about die 
appointment of a new Administrator, 
although it is nearly a month since 
it was reported that the application 
list of 180 had been narrowed down to 
a short list of three men. 


Two Inverell cars capsize: all hands saved 


TWO CARS driven by visiting sailors 
were rolled over during HMNZS Inver- 
eU’s stay at Norfolk. 

An occupant of one of the cars was 
admitted to hospital overnight but 


was allowed to leave next morning. 

Continued bad weather caused a 
rugby game planned between a teamj| 
from the ship and a scratch team of 
island players to be abandoned. 


gairnmzeaiano 

flights depart 
11.45aa 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 

to AUCKLAND 

where connecting 
flights are 
available 
to other fLZ. 
destinations 

and 

dally DC10 flights 
to Los Angeles 
with connections 
to London 

consult 
■ Borns 

Phllp 

| Travel 
at Burnt Pine 

gairnmzmano 
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DEBATE OVER NOBLES' USEFULNESS IN TONGA 

"Communism...slander...culprits...treason..." 
says Speaker of the House (one of the nobility) 


Argument flared up in the Tongan 
Parliament over a proposal to 
increase monthly payments to the 
nobles in the kingdom. 

The proposal was that the nobles* 
emoluments be increased to $60 
a month and for estate holding 
'matapules* an increast to $15 a 
month (later amended to read $25 
a month). 

After only a few exchanges of 
opinions, die Acting Chairman of 
the House Committee,- Hon. Vaha'i, 
put the motion to the vote, before 
elected representatives had a chance 
to speak. 

The motion was therefore reopened 
for debate, and Mr. Vaipulu 
requested the House for clarification 
of the original reasons why nobles 
were paid emoluments. Mr. 

Vaipulu said he could not understand 
why nobles were paid because they 
were not civil servants. 

The Minister of Labour, Trade and 
Industries, Baron Vaea said that on the 
4th day of June 1862, the people of 
Tonga were emancipated from the 
nobles' rule and dominance, and 
from that day to this, the people 
were liberated from their obligations 
to the nobles. 

'In replacement," said Baron Vaea, 

"the nobles were paid a small salary 
to prevent them demanding from 
the people again." 

Mr. Vaipulu asked whether there 
were any nobles in 1862 and Baron 
Vaea said the nobles were only 
appointed later but they were only 
known as chiefs. 

Mr. Vaipulu however insisted that 
he still fails to understand why 
nobles were paid from public funds 
because they were not civil 
servants. 

"I agree that what is paid to the 
nobles is not sufficient, said Mr. 

Vaipulu, "but why should the 
nobles be paid monthly from public 
funds." 

The Prime Minister Prince 
Tu'ipelehake said that in the past 
the Legislative Assembly consisted 
only of nobles numbering 33 in all. 

This was later reduced to 7 from each 
side. "That was another release, ” 
said the Prime Nfinister "when the 
nobles were released from the House 
and were given a small salary. " 

"As an example. His Majesty's 
Privy Purse, is indicative of the 
people's gift to His Majesty, and 
the nobles, upon relinquishment 
of their hold over the people were 
offered the small salary which they 
have kept till today." 
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The Hon. Governor of H’apai, 

Hon. Ve'ehala further elaborated 
on the reasons for the nobles’ 
emoluments. He said that prior 
to 1862, the Monarchy was enacted. 

"In 1875, said Hon. Ve’ehala, "the 
King appointed nobles. Some of the 
chiefs disagreed with the King over 
this proposal, but His Majesty 
insisted that there would be complete 
freedom for the people. 

In reply, Mr. Vaipulu, said that 
leases paid to the nobles is enough 
to supplement the salary they are 
receiving, and nobles should be 
satisfied with what they are 
presently receiving. 

Another member who sided 
with Mr. Vaipulu was the Ha'apai 
representative Mr. “Uliti Uta, 
also said that although he agrees 
the salary paid to the nobles was a 
small one, he cannot understand 



why they were paid a salary at all. 

"I question the worth of the rank 
of the nobility," said Mr. Vaipulu. 

"The nobles are appointed by 
His Majesty, and is of no concern to 
the people. The nobles in turn 
appoint matapules. I therefore ask 
you, what benefit is there to the 
country. If there is any dignity, it 
is only to the nobles themselves. 

"I again ask, who is benefitting 
in Tonga from the appointment of 
the nobles? His Majesty only. It 
is His Majesty's discretion, and in 
his interest that nobles be appointed, 
and so maintain peace, and that 
His Majesty's reign be unquestionable. 

"Has there been determination to 
find out if there is any benefit to the 
people, by the appointment of nobles?" 
asked Mr. Vaipulu. 

Tongatapu noble and speaker of the 
House, Hon. Ma’afu, spoke very 
strong regarding Mr. Vaipulu's 
statements, and said that there is an 
indication of an introduction of 
Communism by recent expressions 
in the House. 

I am not concerned about the 
salary," said Hon. Ma'afu. "But 
I am concerned at the gradual 
introduction to the House of 
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expressions bordering on slander. 

Is it alright? If so, why is it 
alright? 

Hon. Ma'afu said the Laws and 
Constitution be adhered to, and the 
Minister of Police should exercise 
his authority and put the "culprits 
where they should be." In his 
retaliation, Hon. Ma'afu also men¬ 
tioned the word 'treason' and the 
fact that it should be heeded. 

The Minister for Police Hon. 
'Akau'ola said that the House is the 
only place where the people can 
confront the nobles. 

"There is no other place, " said 
Hon. 'Akau'o. a, "and it is perhaps 
a new thing for the House to hear 
such strong arguments, but I feel 
it is be net for these opinions to 
be expressed in the open. 

Mr. Vaipulu in reply, said that 
he was abiding by provisions of 
Clause 7 in the Constitution which 
dealt with the freedom of expression. 
(Tonga Chronicle.) 


"A PUCE FOR NORFOLK" 

NORFOLK ISLAND has a distinct 
place in the 2nd South Pacific 
Festival of Arts to be held in Rotorua 
New Zealand, from 6 to 13 March 
next year, and "we are looking 
forward to learning what contribution 
the Island can make," says the 
festival's artistic director. Mr. Dick 
Johnstone, 

The festival, which has been 
initiated through the South Pacific 
Commission, is aimed at conserving 
and developing the great variety of 
traditional arts forms in the South 
Pacific region. The first festival was 
held in Suva. Fiji, in 1972. 

Mr. Johnstone said that to date, 
seventeen of 23 countries and Island 
territories invited to participate in 
the festival had indicated they would 
take part. 

"Of these countries, thirteen -- 
Cook Islands, Niue, Fiji, Western 
Samoa, Tokelau Islands, Guam, 
faster Island, New Caledonia, 

Solomon Islands, Tuvalu (formerly 
Ellice Island), Gilbert Islands, Papua 
Hew Guinea and New Hebrides -- 
have given advice as to the extent 
of their participation in music, dance, 
drama and the visual arts and crafts, ” 
he added. 

"At this stage, total numbers taking 
part from these countries are expected 
to be 620." 

■ An invitation from the New Zealand 
Government to the Norfolk Island 
Administration, to participate in the 
festival has been issued through the 
Australian Government in Canberra. 
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"ISLANDER" PRIVILEGES TO BE ENDED ON L;HONE 


LORD HOWE Islanders have been 
told that special privileges for 
people of Island descent are on the 
way out. 

The N„S. W. Minister for Lands 
(J. Mason. M.L.A.) says the Lord 
Howe Island Act is scheduled to be 
amended next June to give full 
rights to anyone who has lived on 
the Island for three years. 

’While the 'Islander' concept may 
have been appropriate in the past, 
it is no longer tolerable to have two 
classes of citizens in a small 
community, " he told the Island 
Committee. 

He said the new Act would set 
three years' residence as the only 
requirement for a person to stand 
for election to the Island Board or 
the Is land Committee, to apply 
for the right to hold land, and 
(for 18 years and over) to vote. 

Mr. Mason made it clear he even 
had some doubts about the three- 
year residence barrier. 

"It is my personal belief that the 
planning requirements will prove to 
be the ultimate bulwark against 
exploitation and undesirable 
development, " he said. But 
because he could see that "it is 


strongly believed by many people 
that a residential qualification will 
contribute to maintaining the 
present atmosphere and environ¬ 
ment of the Island, "he was pre¬ 
pared to make the three-year rule. 

The proposed Act would also 
bring in a new system of land 
leases. 

Following a "buffer period” of two 
years, all residential lease rentals 
would be reviewed every ten years. 
These "perpetual" leases are in 
many cases not subject to re¬ 
appraisal, and in the past could not 
be offered for sale to a non-islander, 
unless there was no Islander who 
wanted the land. 

The Island Committee is split 
2 - 2 on the question of granting 
land to non-islanders, according to 
the Lord Howe Island "Signal." At 
a meeting of the four-man comm¬ 
ittee after Mr. Mason's plans were 
announced, committeeman Jim 
Whistler - - alSc editbf of the 
"Signal” --moved:that the Min¬ 
ister be told the Committee wanted 
Islander preference continued, as in 
the 1953 Act. 

But his motion was unsupported. 

An alternative motion put by Mr. 


C. Wilson proposed that Islander 
preference be continued, but to the 
exclusion of Islanders living else¬ 
where. . This motion was agreed to, 
and is to be placed before Mr. 

Mason as a request. 

From the tone of Mr. Mason's 
statement, the committee’s request 
doesn’t have a chance. "I have 
given a great deal of consideration 
to these proposals, " he said, "and 
discussed them as widely as possible. 
1 have also, of course, received a 
number of written submissions on 
these matters and I am convinced 
that if they (the Government's 
plans) are adopted they will prove 
to be ultimately in the best 
interests of sound administration of 
Lord Howte. Island.:” 

Other changes planned by the 
N. S. W.” Government on Lord Howe 
include -- 

- The Island Board to have five 
members, two'electe^ on Lord Howe. 

- The Island Committee size be 
increased from four to five. 

- Business leases to run for a 
maximum of 40 years. 

- Motor vehicle regulations. 

- Licensing of self-contained units. 

- A strict planning and zoning 
scheme. Once this plan is adopted, 
Mt. Mason said,, 1 "changes will only 
be possible by;'a most complicated 
and protracted.ptpcedure." 


' FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's, 
leading hotel. 

The - brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may s_it in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk island Pipits. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment: MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main ee-ursc' 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully orep.ared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise - co loured uniforms. 

Two requests, plea.se: make bookings before' 

4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME A ND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit .. . you’ll want to return. 
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letter 

Mr. Martin Smith of the Uni¬ 
versity of Sydney apparently does 
not know about the drug problem 
of the world. 

Norfolk Island is an Island 
completely open to the sea, 
private planes and would be ideal 
for drug smuggling if we allowed 
marijuana to be officially grown 
here. 

It is known that some people 
grow marijuana but so far it has 
not been a big problem. Don't 
let it become a major one. 

META KIENHUIZE 



editorial 


AT COUNCIL WEDNESDAY issues will be debated that are of real public 
interest and concern — or would be, if the public had knowledge of them. 

There will.be discussion of a new probate ordinance, drafted by putting 
together a number of Canberra ordinances. It includes various references to 
Death Duties. 

There will be a series of questions that have been put to Council by the 
Royal Commission, concerning Council’s submission to the Commission. The 
questions are pointed and it will take brains and hard work to answer them. 

If they aren't answered well. Council’s whole submission to the Commission 
-- and the competence of a Norfolk Island Council to govern this island -- 
will be under a cloud. 

There will be a report on the establishment of a Norfolk Island Museum. 

There will be an insultingly repetitive answer from Canberra to the ques¬ 
tion of why Norfolk is not considered to be a "non self-governing territory" in 
terms of United Nations agreements. 

The public will learn about these things by hearing Council discuss them; 
but the public won't know what reports and documents Council is discussing, be¬ 
cause the public hasn't been allowed to see them. 

There are three common reasons advanced for keeping such papers secret 


Published Monday morning at the News until Council has debated them. One is that a flaw might be found in one of 

Office, Collins Head Road, P.O. Box the topics before the meeting, and it could be withdrawn without the public’s 

^Proprietor'and*Editor, 9 EiT Howard!^" being awarC that CounciUors < and the garment in Canberra) are human and 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. sometimes make mistakes. The next is that the public would just create a 

Editorial Contributors this i*7ue: 8 reat stir * out of ignorance, on things that may never happen anyway. The last 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Norma In- is that "it is just not the done thing" to let the great, unwashed mass know what 

, glia, Baker McCoy, Michael Moran, is happening until it has happened. 

1 Butch Quinta 1. Henry Smith. Submissions to the Royal Commission are made public, so that the public 

Pearson SbellC ^ Bu ^ ett and Ian (or those who wish to do so) can study them and make comment while there is 

Production, John Pearson. still some point in making comment. So it should be with reports and drafts 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to put to Council. Keeping them secret, for vague reason*, is not only a slight to 

Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, the public; it deprives Councillors of the knowledge they ought to have of what 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos- their electors think . . 

tage rates rise again. 
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A UFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChejpe's Store across from the 
Milk Bar. 


a complaint? a bouquet?! 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist j 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Box 94. ! 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -* envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar. (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Heip; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and- 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


ttiisWeek 

on Norfolk 

i MONDAY 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
.Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N.l. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N.l. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. ?. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 1 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
■ on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the-road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be'out of town’ 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)| 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 








Research Makes the Difference 




The World’s Most Experienced 
Transistor Radio Manufacturer 


Sturdy & weatherproof-~a perfect companion on the roughest outing: 
.the SONY ICF-111B 

Precision-smooth listening on FM, MW or SW: the ICF-111B again, 
(■jehind that he-man exterior's a silky-smooth package of solid-state 
sophistication to pull in the music .and news wherever, whenever. Sen¬ 
sitive FET in the FM front end, AM & FM ceramic filters, AFC control for 
drift-free FM, and the revolutionary SLED (SONYlight-emitting diode) 
indicator that tells you when you're right on your station. The telescopic 
anfenna even snaps down to make an extra- 
cp(T>pact carrying handle. 

fhe SONY ICF-111B: something special for 
somebody special. 


TTTough! 
and smoooth 


Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55-a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic- ‘ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field EffectTransistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portaole radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 


SEIKO 

CAMERALINES 

PIONEER 

HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


C A U T I 0 K - only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 30 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a .can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCrer and Pete Connolly are 3 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. *. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
rinn4nM * 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-Fri' 
UUw lUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting 1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p, ClLox 94. 


Norfolk Island News — Tourist Lift-Out 


NORFOLK'S HIST8RY: GRIM, TOUCH 1 Nb 

It's Worth a Thought.LReading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
• Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. • 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell cm 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidl^r King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
cr Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Jsland settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settler; 
had worked very hard to farm the • 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were . 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
-the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and;?eparate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra cn the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcoae at 
N.L Church Services 

CATHOLIC; 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints^ 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nDrU 7 ruvo 7 on a __ (Except Sundays, whence get lazy and are open 

UrtN l UAlO l*OU 3H1 TO y pin only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time On Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods.. .sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty” Naees In Crews that Work the Ships^emenlf wSS 


Quintal Nicky Quintal, Shane 


seem'primitive. 
The men toho^wojk'l®iHh$st all have 
1 other "normal* jdbs^aHd turn!out 


are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep oh, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island Is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk's radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston a,hd; ; 
begin moving the mcffille cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work arpund the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Cithers in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks arid 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
"basis; ;,..... 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence.. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo Inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they’re taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


early when a ship reaches the Island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muacle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot.- The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 


WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 
times geiiknocked about, but when 
you watch the work In a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $16. 

Sit near the pier and watch for"an 
hour, if you're, fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the ; 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections' 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG 


AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 




KENWOOD 


means fabulous music 


Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 

0£ PIONEER 

AKAI 


Bums 

GmrtcwMsP The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 






FOX VS 







HEW S.O.A. CHURCH TAKES SHAPE - WITH PASTOR BOLT INC TIC ROOF BEAKS 


STEEL FRAME WORK for the new 
Seventh Day Adventist Church in 
New Cascade Road was completed 
on Thursday. 

The "high iron" work was done by 
Pastor Ray Sills, John Kilbum and 
Alex Nobbs. 

The supporting ground crew 
included Roy Nobbs and Colin 
Knight, and Smudge Christian 
operating the Admin’s Allen Crane. 

Pastor Sills hopes the Church will be 
completed in time to hold a special 
Christmas service in it. 

It will be able to seat 154 people, 
compared with about 90 in the old 
church, recently sold, in Cascade Rd. 

Leaving the old church brought some 
sadness with it, he says. "Parents of 


THE PASTOR INCHES ALONG A 
STEEL BEAM...(ALEX NOBBS IN 
THE BACKGROUND)... 


...HELPS GUIDE THE NEXT BEAM 
INTO POSITION... (TURK KILBURN 
ASSISTING)... 


... AND ONE OF THE MAIN JOINTS 
IS COMPLETED. 


some of the people in the congregation 
would have helped build the old 
church, " Ray said. "And some of them 
would have worshipped there since they 
were children." 

At the new site, all church activities 
could be brought together. The church 
hall was completed early this year, and 
the pastoral residence is next door. 

Plans for the church interior are being 
worked out now, with ideas sought 
from a number of residents. "We'd 
like the pulpit and rostrum to represent 
outstanding local craftmanship, " Ray 
says. 

He pointed out that 15 or 16 families 
had made special contributions to 
building the church, "each one 
contributing in their own sphere." 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun, 
planes permitting 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
SARDS + GIFT WRA PPTNGS 
v PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- 
v'AS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
^ RT SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


RADIO NORFOLK — SEPT 29 - OCT 5 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 World J 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local; 1. World 8 Local 

10. 05 Ring of Bright 


MONDAY 29th Sept, 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk (Sylvia) 

10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Sir Keith Hancock 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 30th Sept. 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I'm Sorry I'll read 
That A gain (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Dickens' Characters 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 1st Oct. 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope (Daphne) 
10. 00 News 


Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11.30 Sill Cosby 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Intern'I Call 

I. 0Q News 

THURSDAY 2nd Oct. 
7. 00 Music(Toon) 

9.15 Arts Mag.(Kathy) 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10.00 Local News 
10. 05 D^d's Army 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 3rd Oct. 

7. 00 Music (Topn) - 

9.15 Inspector (Beryl) 
10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 
reporting 


10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

I. 15 Church or England 
SATURDAY 4th Oct. 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 

1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 
SUNDAY 5th Oct. 

4. 00 Music(Daphne) 

4. 45 Aust. Top 20 

5. 30 World News 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (12) 

C. 15 Music 

8.45 Play-Paradise Hill 

9.30 Music 
10.00 Close. 



’THE RIVAL OF NATURE' seems a 
felicitous title for an exhibition of 
Northern and Italian Renaissance 
paintings. Actually, I've just this 
minute returned from the National 
Gallery and hope to catch the even¬ 
ing post. Dare I mention in passing 
that the painting 'A Grotesque Oid 
Woman in Young Woman's Clothes’ 

(a 16th Century caricature) is a re¬ 
pellent and accurate portrait of some 
contempoiary politicians, both in 
appearance and function as symbol¬ 
ised by the title? 

'Rival of Nature' set me wondering 
about the applicability of the phrase 
to music. The word .'rival'.detaches 
the artist from Nature rather than em¬ 
phasising his labour in articulating 
an outward sign of the vital forces 
moving through all things. 'As if it 
had been dictated to me, ’ as Mahler 
described the process of composition. 

Certainly one felt that Nature her¬ 
self was speaking during the perform¬ 
ance of his Ninth Symphony with the 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra con¬ 


ducted by Pierre Boulez (August 30th 
Prom.) The work begins with a move¬ 
ment ’Andante commodo’ which con¬ 
tains some of the most beautiful music 
I have ever heard. The third move¬ 
ment ’Rondo. Burleske' is perhaps in¬ 
tended to remind us of our humanness 
but the boisterous activity remains 
unearthly in an indefinite way. The 
final movement 'Adagio' is truly 
spiritual, an upward flight to resig¬ 
nation. The earth was too narrow a 
place for this 'nature'. He did not 
live to write a Tenth Symphony. 

Arnold Schoenberg wrote in 1912 'In 
Memoriam' that 'Gustav Mahler was 
a saint. Here is the faith that raises 
us on high.' 

The art exhibition I left just now 
impressed on me the burning inspi¬ 
ration that the Christian drama gave 
the Renaissance painters. Men are 
unlikely to offer themselves surpass¬ 
ing gifts of a spiritual nature; such 
gifts are offered only to God. Schoen¬ 
berg continues: '... men, the highest 
men, such as Beethoven and Mahler 
will believe in an immortal soul un¬ 
til the power of this belief has en¬ 
dowed humanity with one. Mean¬ 
while we have the immortal works.' 

There are many recordings avail- 
l able, A fine one is with the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra under Jascha 
Horenstein on the Turnabout label. 
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"I THOUGHT ALL the interesting 
people were dead in the World but 
they're all here on Norfolk.' " says 
Norma Inglis who lives with her hus¬ 
band Max and daughter Melinda in a 
most intriguing home especially de¬ 
signed for indoor-outdoor living over¬ 
looking Water Mill Valley. Their son 
Mark works with a shipping company 
in Elizabeth Bay in Sydney. 

Norma is an energetic and creative 
person. She loves getting herself in¬ 
volved in new projects. She plays 
golf, just finished a first aid course, 
plans to study painting with the Arts 
Council. "1 try everything," she 
said enthusiastically. 

Norma loves to entertain and pre¬ 
fers informal gatherings - "Come for 
a gin and a jatz” is a typical invita¬ 
tion or now that she and Max have 
their new free-standing fireplace in 
their loungeroom -" a flagon and a 
fork. * She prefers six for inside fire¬ 
side entertaining and "lots of people" 
at their outside barbecue where Max 
does the cooking. Their outside en¬ 
tertaining area is like a Hawaiian 
lanai - spacious and sheltered from 
the wind. 

Norma has kindly given us these 
recipes for easy entertaining. 


GARLIC CHICKEN & MUSHROOM RICE 

3 lb. chicken pieces 

4 os. butter 


2 cloves garlic - crushed 

Melt butter and crushed garlic - brush 

generously over chicken pieces. 

Place in baking dish and bake in mod¬ 
erate oven 30-45 minutes until golden 
brown, basting frequently. 

Serve with mushroom rice and green 
salad. 


MUSHROOM RICE 

1 cup rice 

1 oz butter 

1 onion (chopped ) 

i cup chopped red or green pepper 

4 oz. mushrooms 

10 oz. mushroom soup 

i teas, curry powder 

i cup cream 

1 teas, chopped parsley 

Cook and drain rice - set aside. 

Melt butter in pan. Add chopped 
onion and pepper and saute for 2 min¬ 
utes. Add mushrooms and saute 1 
minute more. Stir in undiluted soup, 
cream, curry powder. 

Simmer for ten minutes. 

Add rice and parsley and stir well. 
Heat through and add extra parsley. 


NORMA 

INGLIS 


PAVLOVA 
4 egg whites 
1 cup sugar 
1 teas, vanilla 
1 teas, vinegar 

Beat whites till stiff - gradually add 
sugar then vanilla and vinegar - 300 
degree oven for 1$ hours. 

Serve with whipped cream and cherries, 
guavas, passionfruit or strawberries. 

(1 MINUTE ON THE LIPS AND SIX 
MQNTHS ON THE HIPS)! 


henry salth (O.P.T, 
ends op 

THE MANIPULATED MAN 
by Esther Vidal. 

IF THERE’S ONE thing I loathe 
more than the Women’s Liberation 
Movement it’s the recent trend in 
amateur do-it-yourself gynaecology 
which is an offshoot of it. By this I 
refer to the women who bring a minor 
(presumably to be held between the 
toes) into the surgery so that they can 
I see what's going on; women who 
| regularly examine themselves under 
1 the shower for lumps and bumps and 
_ then get upset when they find one; 
women who think they know more 
abhut the formulation of the Pill than 
the manufacturers and women who 
read serious post-graduate research 
in such scientific magazines as the 
’’Retders’ Digest” and then try to 
blind me with science. 

I'm sure my great-granduncle, die 
General, who got his knighthood for 
firing on the natives whenever and 
wherever he sighted them from the 
Himalayas to Bombay, would have 
agreed with me. I gather that 
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LIVING 


WHEN NAMING SUMMER flowering 
annuals last week I should have per¬ 
haps added Phlox and Petunias, al¬ 
though these colourful bedding plants 
should nearly be starting to flower, 
however keep them in mind for next 
summer, 

I was recently asked by a new resi¬ 
dent, could I suggest some red flower¬ 
ed shrubs that would do well In her 
garden; being a new garden so not as 
yet protected from winds, I told her 
to stay with these hardy plants - 
Red Grerillias (Banksia) silvery fol¬ 
iage and red flowers, nearly always 
in bloom and easy to keep to size 
required. Bauhenia, the variety 
Galpini, which is low growing, with 
attractive foliage and large brick 
red flowers. Also Russelia Juncea 
seen in most old gardens on Norfolk 
Island, with long arching racemes 
of red tubular flowers. And of 
course in a sheltered spot, .Poinsettia 
and the double Henrietta Eck. 

The double red Nerium also makes 
• a truly lovely shrub. Note stock do 
not eat Neriums, and only the odd 
cow will nibble a shoot or two of the 


Grerelria, so they may be grown 
close to road sides. 

Here are last week's unanswered 
questions; 

Q- We have just moved to Norfolk 
Island and have been told there are 
three growing seasons per year. Is 
this so? If it is, what vegetables do 
best in the forthcoming season? R. H. 
A- There are no true seasons such as 
those known on the mainland as rain¬ 


questii 



fall governs growing seasons to a great 
depee. You may plant tomatoes, 
lettuce and carrots now for summer 
but one must have ample water plus 
a reasonable amount of shade. 

Q- I purchased four Fiejoas several 
months ago. The trees have lost all 
of their leaves due to the strong winds. 
1 was advised to prune the trees way 
back. I did this and now notice new 
growth. These trees are three years 
old. Will my pruning prevent them 
from fruiting this year? A.H. 


5th class) starts out to review a took but 
raving on instead 


knighthoods are out of fashion now, 
anyway, and the latest reward for 
the sacred cows, if they sit up and 
beg abjectly and prettily enough, is 
a bit of metal on a ribbon called the 
Order of Orstrllya. Most original 
name, that; give it s inventor a 
knighthood. What’s the use of a bl : 
of metal on a ribbon; you can't eat 
it, sell it or give it away and it 
probably means having to put on a 
collar and tie when you go to receive 
it. I’m quite content with my Order 
of Purity and Truth, fifth class, from 
the Republic of San Serafino. For 
those who don't know where San 
Serafino is I'll explain it's a tiny 
European state bounded on all sides 
by Monaco, Andorra, Luxembourg 
and Lichtenstein. 

I seem to have got rather off my 
intended line of thought, so I must 
say here and now how very nice it is 
to read a book by a woman that con¬ 
demns the Women's Liberation Move¬ 
ment and all it s torks. More than 
that, she actually realises that all 
women are stupid and grasping, it 
the same way that all men are in¬ 


telligent but misguided. Men are j 
m.'.ripulated by women, in fact. 

H' tv I agree with her! Women never 
tell the truth, even to themselves. 
When a girl with a look of saintly 
resignation announces, "Of course. 

I'm giving up my career for marriage", 
every sensible man knows very well 
that she means ''I've made up my 
mind never to do another stroke of 
work again". This is only a sample; 
female casuistry abounds with similar 
examples. Most men seem to active¬ 
ly enjoy working themselves into the 
ground to support a wife and four 
children, but show me the woman who 
wouldn't shriek in horror at support¬ 
ing a husband and one child, let 
alone four. I'd rather be a Mahome- 
dan and let four wives and a child 
support me. 

I could rave on for hours, but get 
this book out of the Library and let 
the author do it for me. 


HENRY SMITH 


A - As these are hardwood shrubs, I 
don’t think you can expect fruit this 
season; if the winds are severe the new 
growth will most likely be burnt off 
as it will be very tender. I suggest 
you shelter the plants with shade cloth. 
Q- Someone suggested Blue Bush as 
a very good hedge. We keep cattle 
on our property and I wonder whether 
they’ll eat this bush or leave it alone. 
B.R. 

A -1 presume by Blue Bush you refer 
to Mexican Duranta, which is much 
used on Norfolk Island - very pretty 
too. Some cattle do eat the young 
growth of Duranta, so I suggest it is 
fenced off until it is grown to good 
hedge height at least. It does stand 
rugged conditions. 

Q -Ate Kiwi fruit the same as 
Chinese gooseberries? B.A. 

A - Yes, these are one and the same 
as Chinese gooseberries; they will 
grow here but I have not heard of 
any bearing fruit. I have grown 
them myself, as they are one of my 
favourite fruits. Should you try to 
grow some, remember you must have 
male and female plant. 


HEWS "HlnlAds" 


For sale 

King-sized bed spring, cedar head- 
board. Best Offer. Apply Box 90. 


H.l. Airlines 

Have freight space available 
Brisbane -— Norfolk 
Consign fran anywhere in Australia 
to Ansett, Eagle Farm Brisbane. 

We will bring it to Norfolk 


Safe wanted 

We want to buy a lock-up safe. 
Contact Judy or Keith Jarvis 
at the Milk Bar. 



daying on NI and wants brief job 
as good Samaritan, News has seve¬ 
ral machines in need. Call/write. 


Fine Pacific map 

A few copies left of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing vast 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil¬ 
lip. Mail $1 to Bin 21, Box 94, N.I. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 29 September 197 5 


19 





From Sydney 

PORT de FRANCE 



Till 


7 ju 


W 
LM1)E 


due depart Sydney 
9th October 

due arrive Norfolk 
13th October 

(cargo received one 
week prior to sailing) 


From Auckland 


1 


ILE de LUMIERE 
due depart Onehunga 
13th October 

due arrive Norfolk 
15th October 

(carqo received one 
week prior to sailing) 


EM PLOY MENTiOPPORTU \'IT1ES 
From time to time CCC will be 
looking to Norfolk Island to provide 
relief deck and engine crew for the 
"Port de France" and the "lie de 
Lumiere''. It would be necessan 
for those interested to have had 
some seagoing experience. 



C C C' s AGENTS IN' NORFOtK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.L) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING’ NORFOLK ISLAND TEL 2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents IN AUSTRALIA have your suppUer v ring,,CCCs agents in 

in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1673 


Business & ommerce 


friuay exchange rates 

J 26th September, 1975 

| A$1 bought - 


■ UK 
NZ 

FRANCE 
H/KONG 
JAPAN 
" N’LANDS 
SWITZ'D 
W. GERMANY 
FUI 
USA 

I NOUMEA 
' NEW GUINEA 


£E .6125 
$NZ 1.1983 
F.Fr 5.644 
HK$ 6.316 
YEN 377.96 
F '3.401 
S.Fr. 3.404 
Dm. 3.306 
F$ 1.0690 
US$ 1.2554 . 
CP.Fr. 103.24 
PAR 


I (Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 


’ No. 45 2 5/9775 


ROYAL COMMISSION transcripts will 
now be available for inspection at 
both the library and the Admin. 
TENDERS invited for two substantial 
vehicle shelters at the new works depot, 
by 23/10. 

COUNCIL AGENDA Royal Com'n 
submission; Probate Ordinance draft; 
Regent Kingfisher hotel; Police force; 
N.I. -Aust. relationship; Fokker sub¬ 
mission to Royal Com’n; McKern re¬ 
port on N.I. museum; S.Pac.Com’n 
nuclear-free zone, law of the sea, and 
literature; 7 Aust. laws extend to N.I. 
-- War graves, Family Law, Admini¬ 
strative Appeals, Foreign Takeovers, 
Investment Disputes, Aust. Heritage 
Com’n, Great Barrier Reef Park. 

COURT to sit tomorrow. 

TO BE STRUCK OFF register* Harris 
Holdings, Matthew Holdings, both Ltd. 
FINAL MEETINGS; Cork, L. Edwards. 
Middlegate Holdings, Fern, J. E.H., 
all Ltd. 

STRUCK OFF; Sadim Ltd. 

ERROR in N.I. annual report; 
hospital stocks of drugs should read 
Dispensary $7771.31, Hospital $136. 90, 
Xray stocks $101.71, total $8009.92. 


FUghts This Week 


From To From To From To 
Syd, Syd. Akl. AkL Bne. Bn a. 


% 


10.30 

11.45 


8.30 

wj 1.45 

2.40 

10.30 

11.45 

1.00 

2.00 

t! - 



- 

2.30 


f: - 

- 

10.30 

11.45 

- 

. 

s! 1.45 

2.40 

10.30 

11.45 

5.15 

8.30 

S I 4.25 

5.15 



4.45. 

8^30 


Norfolk escaped Australia's "year of anxiety 
and uncertainty" says local C'wealth Manager 


NORFOLK ISLAND hasn’t felt the 
full effect of economic problems 
Australia has been having, and 
perhaps will remain largely un¬ 
affected. 

That's the opinion of Dennis Mc¬ 
Carthy, manager of the Common¬ 
wealth Bank branch. 

He was commenting on the bank’s 
1974/75 annual report, issued last 
week, and on chairman L.F. Crisps’s 
expectation that Australian economic 
prospects were reasonably favour¬ 
able, after a year of anxiety and 
uncertainty. 

Increased costs in Australia were 
spilling over to Norfolk, Mr. Mc¬ 
Carthy said, citing recent rises in 
shipping costs as an example. 

If the outlook for Australia were 
poor, he said, it could be a bad 
omen for Norfolk. "When it 
comes to bank lending, it would be 
felt here, " he said. "Restriction 
in lending has its effect in a small 
community like ours." 

Salary and wage indexation, re¬ 
ferred to in the Commonwealth’s 
report as "an event of major 
economic significance, " would be 
putting up wages paid to Island 
employees of mainland companies 
and Government departments. 

Under the new Australian system 
wages and salaries are adjusted quar¬ 
terly to rtflect increases in the cost 
of living. A recent mainland wage 
increase of about $3.40 would flow 
on automatically to employees of the 
local branch. 

The construction industry has been 
in a slump in Australia -- the annual 
report says residential construction 
should improve, but that non-dwelling 
construction may experience a much 
slower recovery. But on Norfolk the 
building trade has plenty of work at 
present. "There was a lull for a 
matter of weeks, a few months ago, " 
Mr. McCarthy said, "but it 
recovered very quickly." 

A new finance company planned 
by the Commonwealth Bank to com¬ 
pete ” on all fours” with finance 
companies operated by other trading 
banks i; not likely to appear on 
Norfo Ik, in Mr. McCarthy’s view. 

Thi is because the interest rates 
chargeable by finance companies 
are r« stricted to low levels by 
Norfc lk laws. "We are able to 


handle lease financing and personal 
loans without any problem, ” Mr. 
McCarthy explained, "but hire 
purchase is something else again. " 

He said a finance company would 
have to charge considerably 
higher than bank interest rates 
because it lends with less security. 

A rate of life ’’flat" would be about 
the minimum a finance company 
could charge, he thought 

Such a rate would be possible on 
Norfolk only if existing ordinances 
were amended, he added. 

(A flat 11% means $11 interest per 
year for each $100 borrowed origin¬ 
ally, regardless of amounts repaid 
during the year. If a loan is paid 
off in a year, 11% flat is roughly 
equal to 22% on the average unpaid 
balance of the loan.) 

The local branch of the Common¬ 
wealth bank was currently charging 
8% flat for personal loans, Mr. 

McCarthy said. 

Results for the Commonwealth 
group as a whole were slightly below 
those for 1973/74 because of a drop 
in earnings from the savings bank, 
reflecting higher interest paid to 
depositors during the year. The 
savings bank was still the big earner, 
with a profit of $8, 815, 000 ($10,218, 000 
the previous year.) The trading bank 
earned $4,80, 00 0 ($4, 33, 000) and 
the development bank increased 
smartly to a profit of $2, 495, 000 
($1, 561, 000). 


AIR CARGO POSITION 

AIR CARGO movements to 
Norfolk are restricted by full 
passenger bookings, but are getting 
through bit by bit. 

Air New Zealand averaged about 
150 kg of cargo each flight last 
week, and Oantas varied from 150 
up to several hundred kg. 

Qantas’s "urgent only" embargo 
from Sydney is still in force, with 
a premium $1 per kg rate being 
charged. 

Norfolk Island Airlines is 
advertising that it can accommodate 
additional cargo, and invites 
shippers to use Ansett to get con¬ 
signments to Brisbane, for trans¬ 
shipment to the new King Air. 
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The best way to see New Zealand 
I found out the other day is to 
write to the New Zealand Tourist 
Bureau and ask them to arrange a 
tour covering points of interest. 

This is what Brian and Brenda Bates 
did prior to taking their two elder 
boys to New Zealand for the school 
holidays. On arrival in Auckland 
they called at the Tourist Bureau 
and were each handed an individ¬ 
ual booklet, the boys as well, 
which mapped out their entire route 
for the three weeks they intended 
spending in die North Island. 

Brenda said it made everything so 
easy as all their accommodation 
had been booked and the booklet 
briefly outlined the history and 
places of interest of each town they 
visited. Brenda was particularly 
impressed with the motels - tihey 
differed from the majority in 
Australia in that they are com¬ 
pletely self-contained complete 
with stove and a full range of 
cooking utensils plus a washing 
machine and in most places an 
electric dryer as well. 

In a hired car the family 
travelled from Auckland to Taupo, 
down to Wellington which really 
did live up to its reputation of 
"Windy City, " then on to Napier, 
a very attractive town, approached 
through an avenue of Norfolk pines. 
At each major stop Brenda and Brian 
travelled with their boys by bus to 
the places of interest. This gave 
Brian a rest from driving and enabled 
them all to enioy themselves and 
the countryside. 

At Grey town they called to see 
Frank and Mary Randall, Brenda's 
Aunt and Uncle. 

Rotorua they found most fascin¬ 
ating. Brenda said they were warned 
to stay in die mineral pool at their 
motel no longer than 15 minutes or 
they would find themselves sapped 
of all energy. There is no need for 
scientific means of heating water 
and providing electricity in this 
area - the natural resources are 
harnessed for domestic use. Wand¬ 
ering through the thermal area 
tourists were constantly reminded 
by signs not to stray from the paths. 
Brenda explained how the Maoris 
cook their meals by thermal steam 
and then often do their washing 
further down the stream whilst their 
dinner was being cooked. 

Another interesting place they 
visited by launch was Hell's Gate 
where steam constantly escaped 
from the cliffs. They disembark¬ 


ed at a small jetty and were then 
taken down on a walk further in¬ 
land to see the boiling mud pools. 
Brenda said it was quite frightening. 
One had to be careful not to disturb 
the ground surface as it could result 
in another mud pool erupting. In 
this area Maoris had found they 
sometimes had to move house as a 
mud patch would bubble up through 
their floor. The Bates family also 
enjoyed their visit to the Waitomo 
Caves, Lake Taupo renowned for 
trout fishing, their bus trip to the 
Cape along the 90-mile beach 
(about 60 miles actually) and their 
visit to Treaty House. Besides a 
Norfolk Pine and White Oak grow¬ 
ing outside the Treaty House, 

Brenda said they were very interest¬ 
ed to find on display inside, a 
walking stick made from cane with 
a bone handle carved in the shape 
of a clasped hand. The inscription 
on the display case read that the 
cane was presented to the Rev. Henry 
Williams by the Pitcairners. 

A most interesting holiday and one 
in which no doubt David and Barren's 
class mates have also shared. 

Another Mrs. Bates I met last week, 
thoroughly enjoyed her stay at 
Panorama Court with her husband, 

Jack Bates. Mrs. Bates, a descendant 
of Simon Young, was born on Pitcairn. 
Her mother was Alice Roberta Young 
who married a member of the 
Warren family. Mrs. Bates told me 
that her grandmother was the last 
original descendant of the Bounty 
Mutineers to die on Pitcairn. 

Although Mrs. Bates left Pitcairn 
with her family when still only a 
young girl she has maintained contact 
with relatives and friends there and 
enjoys the meetings of the Norfolk 
Island and Pitcairn Friendship Club. 

She said that after the death of her 
father it was her mother's wish to 
visit Norfolk but failing health 
prevented her wish being fulfilled. 
Whilst here on Norfolk Mr. and Mrs. 
Bates have especially enjoyed their 
early morning breakfast at Buck's 
Point with Jean Mitchell, the kind¬ 
ness of many people including Kath 
and Edie Snell and Tom and Daisy 
Buffett. Mr. Bates, a retired brick¬ 
layer, was fishing down at Bumboras 
with Tom and Daisy when I called. 
Mrs. Bates has enjoyed relaxing 
here away from her busy life in the 
Great Northern Hotel in Auckland 
where she is the pastry cook and 
responsible for preparing the sweets 
on each day’s menu, a talent which 
comes naturally to her without any 
formal training. A delightful person 
who still speaks with a distinct Pit- 
caim/Norfolk lilt. "We'll be back 
for sure and for longer next time, " 
said Mrs. Bates. 

Have you ever had to share your 
meals with a possum, rebuke a 


kangaroo for being greedy or clean 
up the mess after a bandicoot had 
"got at" the cocoa? They were 
some of the friends Steve and Sylvia 
Ryves encountered during their three 
weeks' travelling in Queensland. 

They left Norfolk intending to head 
for the snow, but Steve's football 
injury and bout of ’flu changed their 
plans. 

So armed with sleeping bags, billy, 
frypan and a large car they travelled 
four days solid to reach Mosman, 
found an idyllic beach, deserted and 
stretching for miles where Sylvia 
thought would be ideal to laze in 
the sun, swin or fish in the warm 
water. One day was enougn ror ateve 
and they were off on the move again. 
After visiting Green Island, a minute 
spot in the Barrier Reef, very commer¬ 
cialised, they headed inland over 
desert for about 200 miles to 
Carnarvon Gorge which Sylvia 
said was beautiful. Spent 
several days camping there, walk¬ 
ing up the river beds to explore 
the many caves which abounded 
with aboriginal paintings and 
carvings on the walls. It was in 
this area that Steve and Sylvia 
met their unusual friends. 

Sylvia said the kangaroos were 
unbelievably friendly, even 
placing a paw on Steve's 
shoulder. However, the first 
few drops of rain galvanized Steve 
and Sylvia into action. They 
threw everything into the. car 
including their half-eaten break¬ 
fast and zoomed off before the 
rain set in and prevented their 
reaching a tar-sealed road. 

Their next stop was the property 
of Mr. and Mrs. McKay at 
Scone in New South Wales. Mr. 
McKay was the equestrian judge 
at the A. & H. Show last year. 

Had a most enjoyable time on 
the property renewing their 
friendship with Raland and 
Georgie McKay who honey¬ 
mooned on Norfolk last year. 

Sylvia and Georgie accompanied 
the men one evening on a 'too 
shooting expedition. 

Not very pleasant said Sylvia but a 
necessity in the area as the Kangaroo: 
were eating all the feed. Reluctantl; 
they left Scone with only one day to 
spare before returning to Norfolk the 
next day. Thus they had just a little 
bit of’time left for shopping, but 
Sylvia didn't get much furiher than tl 
record department at DJ's. After a fi 
holiday they're both glad to be hornet 
again and I left them busily replen¬ 
ishing their stocks at the Cottage 
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‘dars Norfolk 


1. P-K4 P-K4 

Emanuel Lasker, world champion 
early this century, explained the lure 
of chess as being what human nature 
chiefly deli glut in - a battle. 

2. N-KB3 N-QB3 

The royal game has never lacked ad¬ 
herents on Norfolk Island. There were 
chess groups here back in the twen¬ 
ties and thirties, and possibly before 
that, and in more modem times there 
has been a chess nucleus playing stead¬ 
ily and almost always informally. 

3. B-N5 

This is the Ruy Lopez opening, named 
after a 16th century Spanish priest. 

In its modern form, this placement 
of the bishop can interfere irritatingly 
with -the way Black would like to de¬ 
velop his pieces. 

so it's usual 

4. B-R4- 

though not as quickly as this. 

5. B-N3 

For the last’four years there has been 
an annual championship and a wide 
range of contestants, and there may 
have been championships in the past. 
Duncan McIntyre won the title in 1972 
and 1975, and Dave South won it in 
1973 and 1974. As well as the annual 
title, these two hew away at each 
other in a match series, playing about 
one game a week. Dave South leads 
10i-7i in the present series, but the 
hard part is still to come - the two 
wins or four draws he needs for victory. 

N-R4 

It can be a small advantage to win a 
bishop at the cost of a knight. As 
Black intends to do this next move, 
White sacrifices the pestered eccles¬ 
iastic in exchange for a sharp but 
speculative attack. 

6. B x P check K x B 

7. N x P check 

In the list of chessplayers, Ken Pren¬ 
tice and Don Adams used to conduct 
a long-standing chess feud. In Henry 
Smith's library are many chess books. 
Henry Hansen and Peter Christian still 
lock horns over the board, and others 
who occasionally enter the lists are 
Don Reynolds, Rien Cuylenborg, Kev¬ 
in Pereira, Peter French, Ardan Me 
Guinness, Gareth Davis. Ivan Milton, 
Teddy Toy Christian, and - it can 
be safely added - many more. 


K-K2 

This subtle sidestep gives Black the 
hope of re-grouping in good order. 

Any other move is a jump into much 
hotter water. 

8. P-Q4 N-B3 

White's other bishop will enter the 
attack, and Black sets up his second 
line of defence. 

9. B-N5 P-Q3 

Apart from the opportunity to contest 
the championship, there is little for¬ 
mality amongst the chess players. 
They make their own occasions on an 
individual basis and battle mainly in 
private living rooms. Visitors in 
search of a game usually contact Dave 
South or Duncan Mclntyte, if they 
haven't unearthed other players in the 
meanwhile. 

10. N-N4 B x N 

The situation seems to call for some¬ 
thing more explosive than White’s 
move - often a sacrifice won't work 
without a further sacrifice - but it 
threatens N x N next move, to break 
up Black's defences; so Black removes 
the aggressor without regard now for 
whether bishops are worth more than 
knights. 

11. Q x B P-R 3 

If Black succeeds in pushing, back the 
only White piece assisting the queen', 
White!s attack will just about have 
petered out. Time to think. 

12. P-Q5 

Ian Rogers is a Melbourne lad of 15 
who visited the island recently. In 
casual play he took 2^/3 off Dave 
South and 3/3 off Duncan McIntyre, 
and didn't otherwise lose a game; 
but the locals were unabashed since 
Ian had just come fourth in the world 
under47 championship. Ian thought 
his opponents could readily find a 
place in the Melbourne A club teams, 
so the talk of an improving standard 
isn't idle. 

Px B 

There are two-reasons why a player 
leaves a piece where it can be cap¬ 
tured for nothing. The first and most 
frequent is the blunder. The second 
is that he's up to something. Black 
thinks it's the former... 

13. Q - K6 mate 

but it's the latter. (The game is an 
oversight the doctor made against the 
lawyer in the 1975 championship.) 


P-QR3 

o push it away quickly., 
P-QN4 
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FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 200 
To New Zealand 400 


TO: 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



Burns 


GROUP Of COMHUVESl 


—-..FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE... 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 








Monday 6 October 1975 


FIFTEEN CENT! 



Champagne toast to 1975 football 


11-DIE RANDALL, 

; WIFE OF THE 
LEAGUES CLUB 
PATRON, LIFTS 
THE B. P. CUP 
IN A SALUTE 
TO THE FOOT¬ 
BALL SEASON. 


ROGER NEW¬ 
MAN'S STORY 
OF A GREAT 
EVENING IS 
ON PAGE 22. 


COUNCIL JACKS UP ON 
NEW AUSTRALIAN LAWS 


AT A SPIRITED and hard-c’. ^ing 
October Council meeting all elected 
Councillors voted to inform the Prime 
Minister that they "reject" the exten¬ 
sion of seven Australian laws to 
Norfolk. 

"As Council has not had the chance tq 
peruse these Acts, they are unacceptable, 
Cr. Bataille's motion read. 

"It’s just another part of the big take¬ 
over bid, " Cr. McKenzie said. 

The Acts concern war graves, family 
law, administrative appeals, foreign 
takeovers, settlement of investment 
disputes, the Australian Heritage 
Commission and the Great Barriei 
Reef marine park. 

The original motion called for the 
Minister of the Department of the 


- Proposed Kingfisher hotel no 
longer has Council approval. 

- Rooty Hill Rd. to become a 
scenic drive. 

- New pre-school centre site 
approved. 

- A further submission is to be 
made to the Royal Commission. 

- Council Papers will not be 
available to the public prior to 
meetings. 

- Draft probate law sent back to 
Canberra with request for re-drafting. 

- Noted that new recruits aboard 
HMNZS Inverell were the problem in 
recent shore leave raucousness. 

- New Primary Producers Board 

(Continued on page three) 


Cavorting Tourist 
Fined,Gaoled and 
Sent Off on Plane 

A CRASHING HOLIDAY on Norfolk 
came to an end with a clank Thurs¬ 
day night as a young man was 
clapped into-gaol after cavorting 
v, nude among afternoon sunbakers at 
~Emily Bay. 

He had been fined in court Tuesday 
for smashing up a car he frad hired 
under a false name, and had been 
warned by the chairman of Magis¬ 
trates to improve his behaviour. 

Arrest at Beach 

Two days later he and a male 
friend decided to strip off and 
frolic at the beach. Family groups 
protested, and Sgt. Peter Harrison 
took the two into custody about 
half an hour later. 

Reports that the boys were accom- 
- panied by two topless girl bathers 
could not be confirmed by the 
Sergeant when he arrived at the 
beach. 

Released at 1. 00 a.m. on bail of 
$10, the young man appeared in 
Court Friday morning and was 
sentenced to a day in gaol at hard 
labour until Saturday’s plane to 
Sydney could take him off the 
Island. 

Under conditions that disregard 
others, nude bathing is punishable 
as indecent exposure of the person, 
with a maximum penalty of $100 
fine and six months in gaol. 

(Court stories page three) 


Capital Territory to be informed of the 
"rejection", but six elected Councillors 
voted to go direct to Mr. Whitlam. 

Council's rejection of the acts has no 
affect at all on thei/ already beine 
effective on Norfolk. Council can 
only advise the Administrator, who in 
tarn can advise the Minister. 

Other Council actions; 
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131: MOD - GO QUAD! 


for a complete range of the latest Quadraphonic sound equipment 
from Europe’s leading Hi-Fi manufacturer 


Sansui Teac Thorens Wharfdale 


Marantz Jensen Sony JVC Technics 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SEIKO HI-FI OMEGA RADIOS CAMERAS JAEGE 




BUT WHERE WILL THE MONEY COME FROM? ROYAL I No Xaas card rate 


COMMISSION ASKS COUNCIL TO CLARIFY HANS 


THE ROYAL Commission has. asked 
Council to be specific about some of 
the points in Council's submission on 
future Island government. 

Instructing Solicitor Brian Crommelin " 
has written mentioning "a couple of 
points which could be considered in 
more detail." These -"couple of points” 
include -- 

- If Norfolk can't raise $3 million 
more per year, what Australian Gov¬ 
ernment services would Council do; 
without? (These services areliXfed In 
appendix "M" of the Department of 
the Capital Territory submission pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Engledow. Appendix 

M" Was printed in full on page seven 
of the News on August 18th.) 

- What would Council's proposed 
social service scheme cost? 

- Can this additional money be 
raised on Norfolk? 

- What types of tax or other imposts 
would Council employ to raise money? 

- Does Council expect Australia to 
provide national policy, defence, 
foreign affairs and other aid without 
charge. 

If council does not expect those 
services free, how would their value 
be assessed, and where would the 
money come from? 

- What does Council mean wjren it 
says that Ordinances should be re-drafted 
to create local executive authority? 

What should these re-drafted Ordinances 
provide? 

- Council said light industries should 
be promoted, and Mr. Crommelin asks 
how this might be done. 

Council agreed last Wednesday that it 
would prepare a further submission. 


Busy Council- 
store decisions 

(Continued from front page) 
elections, looking for younger 
leaders, noted. 

- Australia to be asked for the 
third time why Norfolk Is not 
considered "a non self-governing 
territory." 

- McKern Report on a Norfolk 
Island Museuin received and passed 
to Interim Museum Trust for 
comment. 

- South Pacific Commission reso¬ 
lutions on a nuclear-free zone in die 
Pacific and on law of the sea both 
endorsed. 

- Electricity Board asked to comment 
on $100, 000 rise in cost of new gen¬ 
erator; 


for presentation to the Commission when 
it reconvenes on the Island in about a 
month's time. > 

In a separate letter Mr. Crommelin 
has asked for material Cr. Bataille 
undertook to get for the commission 
when he was presenting Council's 
submission July 24th. 

Mr. Crommelin asks for -- 

- The N.Z. Insurance Agreement 

- Further information on Mt. Pitt 
Reserve 

- Council's town planning recomm - 
cndations to the Minister 

- Council's views on the Weir Report 

- Council's action on the O'Meara 
Report. 


: f op Norfolk 

' CHRISTMAS CARD concession 
postal rates won't apply on Norfolk. 

Following a conference with Post- 
Master Baker McCoy, Deputy 
Administrator C.I. Buffett says 
concession rates couldn't be granted 
locally without an ammendment to 
the Ordinance — and that sort of 
thing takes near enough to two 
years, these days. 

Radio reports have told of a con¬ 
cession on greeting cards in Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The concession is a small one -- 
Christmas cards in Australia will 
only need (during November and 
December) 15d postage, rather 
than 180. 


$100,000 nore for 'fin order' generator 

if •• '$■' * 

will hit finances, posh electricity op 


A NEW GENERATOR for the Island 
will cost $350, 000. not $250, 000, 
the Deputy Administrator told 
October Council. 

It was understood on the Island that 
a firm order had been placed fen the 
new generator, and sharply higher 
prices came as a shock. 

The Department of the Capital 
Territory has merely asked how 
Norfolk proposes to raise the addit¬ 
ional funds, and implied that an 
Australian loan might be arranged. 

The Executive Assistant to the 
head of the Smaller Territories 
Branch of the Department (Mr. Bill 
Syrette, who has been seconded as 
acting tfficial secretary for the past 
five weeks) told the News that this 
sort of tiling seems to happen to all 
local governments, and that there is 
not much that can be done about it. 

Council has asked that inquiries be 
made concerning the validity of the 
"order" placed some time ago. 

But at the weekend it seemed likely 


that Norfolk would have to. have the 
generator, would have to pay the 
inflated price, and inevitably would 
have to raise electricity charges 
once again to pay for the improved 
machinery. 

Pre-School plan 

THE WIVES & MOTHERS Club have 
been invited to furnish Council with 
a plan for a new Pre-School Centre. 

The Centre Is to be built on land in 
Middlegate Rd., next to the park 
reserve on the southeastern corner of the 
Middlegate-Collins Head Rd. inter¬ 
section. 

A group including the club's committe 
members, Crs. Bataille, Bathie and 
McKenzie and school principal 
Ian McCqwan decided that there 
was not adequate land for the new 
centre cn the school grounds, but 
that it would be advantageous to 
locate it close to the school. 


Island Coart sits again 


LAST TUESDAY'S sitting Of the 
Court of Petty Sessions, presided 
over by local Magistrates Brenda 
Reed, Jimmy Olsson and Ro& Rey¬ 
nolds, fined a man in his 20's $10 
ioi unlicensed driving and $20 for 
negligent driving. 

The court also fined an unemployed 
young tourist $10 for hiring a motor 
car under a false name, $20 for 
assault and $30 for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 

Warned to mind his conduct, the 


same young man was in court at a 
special sitting, again on Friday, 
where Magistrates Reed, Reynolds 
and Ken Nobbs agreed he had been 
proved guilty of indecent exposure 
on the beach and sentenced him to 
a day in gaol. 

A young man found to have 
committed the same offense, but 
with no previous record of difficulty 
with the law,- was fined $30. 

At the weekend no matters had 
been Set down for hearing this week. 
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i THE BONGO VAN 


I Mighty worker with forward control Hi 
| design allows maximum visibility and |g| 

I smail turning circle for easy 1. 

parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
■ load space. Economy plus. ^ •" 

5 And talk about handy! The <£* 

I large side-opening sliding - 

| door with its low loading 
■ height plus easy access, 

■ lift-up rear door, lets you 
I load with a minimum of ^ZS/f 1 

| effort. Four-wheel independent 
m suspension too. 


»THE V2 TON. 


■ Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
H the emphasis on economy. A hard 

■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 

■ — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 


THE BIG TON 


■ Here's power,reliability * 

■ and performance. ..' 

Here’s 94 BHP from ... v 

| Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
■ overhead cam engine 
■ in your choice of cab SEjSlSHP 
I and chassis, ute, tray or 
| container van. All-synchro 

1 4-speed gearbox, massive box^3H 
section frame. Cab and chassis^^ 
1 * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
H on all three vehicles. 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprt«w»r: i. W. FIT7PATRICK 


NORFOLK. ISLAND ■ SOUTH PACIFIC • 20W 



COUNCIL THROWS OUT 'FREEDOM OF INFORMATION'’ 
MOTION 3 - 2 AS FOUR ABSTAIN FROM VOTING 


Some reasons yes 

Some of die reasons Councillors 
gave favouring making Council 
papers public ahead of meetings;- 

- The papers aren't only Council 
papers, they are community papers. 

- The public should be aware of 
matters that will be brought forward 
to Council. 


A PROPOSAL by Cr. Bill Blucher 
that Council reports and information 
be available to the public ahead of 
Council meetings, so residents could 
consider and discuss them with 
Councillors in advance was knocked 
on the head by a 3-2 vote last week, 
four Councillors choosing not to vote 
on the issue. 

Cr. Ab Bathie objected to the idea, 
saying that "These are Councillors’ 
papers. Once they have been dis¬ 
cussed by Council they become pub¬ 
lic papers, and not until then." 

Cr. Blucher said he thought they 
were not only Council papers but 
community papers, and that the 

Death doty law 
to spring trap 

CR. DUNCAN McINTYRE made an 
impassioned defence of Norfolk's 
"no death duty" provisions at October 
Council, and was supported by all 
but two other elected Councillors. 

The meeting was considering a 
draft Probate Ordinance received from 
Canberra. It consisted of various 
pieces of A. C. T. legislation, bundled 
together. 

While the draft ordinance would not 
impose death duties, Cr. McIntyre 
argued that it was part of die legal 
machinery that would allow Australia 
suddenly to "spring the trap" and intro¬ 
duce death duties in the future. 

Council debated the philosophy of 
having laws that allowed no - -sidents 
to use Norfolk to escape ma.nland 
estate taxes, and Cr. Blucher proposed 
a motion amendment that would re¬ 
quest duty exemption for Island 
residents only. His amendment was 
defeated, 3-2. 

Cr. McIntyre said part of his legal 
career was estate planning, and said 
the availability of death duty avoid¬ 
ance procedures on Norfolk brought 
many visitors to the Island and had 
many local benefits. 

Council voted to ask the Minister 
that the draft ordinance be re-drafted 
as a law for Norfolk, with all refer¬ 
ences to death duty eliminated. Cr. 
Bathie voted against the motion, 
and Cr. Blucher abstained. 

Also passed was a motion objecting to 
the fact that Ccuncil's list of priorities 
for new laws was being ignored. Cr. 
McIntyre said of 18 new laws regarded 
as "urgent" by Council, only three 
had come forth so far. 'Instead, we get 
drafted the personal darlings of people 
in Canberra, ” he said. "It's nothing 
short of a disgrace." 
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community should be aware well 
beforehand what the Council is 
going to discuss. 

Cr. McIntyre agreed. He said 
Council papers were related to issues 
of the day that affect Norfolk Island, 
and that it was a procedure automat¬ 
ically followed elsewhere that the 
Public be made aware of them at 
once. "We do not have a monopoly 
as Council to all information con¬ 
cerning the Island, ” he said. It was 
important, he though, "that all the 
issues affecting the Island aren’t 
saved up to the monthly meeting." 

Cr. Smith thought it would cause 
"confusion and misunderstanding" 
to release papers in advance of 
meetings, as the public would not 
know the full facts involved. 

Cr. Ryves agreed with this point 
of view. "One of the big problems 
that always faces Norfolk Island, in 
that people only have part of the 
information relating to the subject 
matter, " he said. "I think that 
you leave yourself open for a lot of 
criticism by passing out part of the 
information." 

Cr. Batallle sided with Crs. Bathie 
and Ryves. He said it was only a 
matter of two or three weeks (that 
information was kept private). 

"I'm not eying to conceal any¬ 
thing at all, ” he said, "but I think 
there are certain aspects of our 
memorandums that sometimes put ■ 
some disadvantage on the Councillor 
in discussion around this table if it 
was public knowledge prior to open 
discussion." 

Cr. Blucher's motion was that "the 
Chairman of Council, in his discretion, 
releases as much information as 
possible to the press, or whatever 
media available, prior to the Council 
meeting." Only Cr. McIntyre voted 
with him. 


Income tax needed 

A NORFOLK ISLAND INCOME TAX 
is the only workable way to finance 
a satisfactory Social Welfare Scheme, 
in the view of most members of 
Council. 

Eight of the nine Councillors met as 
a committee late last month, and 
decided that no increase in the present 
$10 weekly "handout" could be rec¬ 
ommended until Council has reviewed 
the revised 1975/76 estimates for the 
Island. 

The meeting decided to send a 
questionaire to everyone now receiving 
the weekly allowance, in order to 
learn which persons are in most urgent 
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- The public should have time to look 
at memorandums as deeply as possible, 

- The public should know about issues 
affecting the Island at once. 

- Council has no monopoly on 
information affecting the Island. 

- The public are intelligent enough 
to know and to form opinions. 

- It will help get rid of the 
impression that Council is being 
secretive. 

- The best sort of public a Council 
can have is an informed public. 

... and some no 

Some of the reasons Councillors 
gave for keeping Council papers 
private until after meetings:- 

- They are private Council 
businesses until they have been dealt 
with. 

- It wouldn't be pertinent, or proper, 
to release them. 

- Council might wish to discuss a 
paper in committee, and it might 
already have become public. 

- It might be inclined to hinder 
Councillors more than assist them. 

- Things often get printed out of 
context. 

- It might cause confusion and 
misunderstanding. 

- Council has always been willing 
to re-consider matters if they make 
a mistake and there is public object- 


to finance welfare 

need. A point system will be used 
to assess priorities. 

President of Committees Richard 
Bataille said that further discussions 
on social welfare and a local tax¬ 
ation system will take place in the 
near future. 

The Report of the meeting avoided 
using the words "income tax, ” 
referring instead to "the introduction 
of direct contribution by income 
earners." 

Cr. Bataille added that Council 
would welcome submissions from 
residents who feel they have views 
that may help Council. 
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ion afterward. 

- It only makes the going harder. 

- After the event it takes a lot of 
cleaning up because they didn't have 
all the facts when they go off half- 
cocked. 



COUNCILLOR SAYS KINGFISHER HOTEL IS A DEAD 
DUCK AS OFFICIAL APPROVAL IS TERMINATED 


Sneak thief raids 
Pacific Hire Cars 1 
unattended office 

A SNEAK THIEF rifled $60 from 
the till at Pacific Hire Cars Friday 
noon while the office was unattended. 

"At lunchtime we usually leave the 
door half open, with people in the 
back and a bell to ring, " said 
proprietress Shirley Jupp~sadfyT 

“We trust to honesty, and we're 
very disappointed. In future the 
drawer will be locked. What a 
sharhe. ” she said. 

Shop manageress Helen Hill had 
banked money before lunch, leav¬ 
ing enough to make change during 
the afternoon. 

The thief apparently had some 
knowledge of the hire car operation, 
having cleared out its cash drawer. 
Another cash drawer, used for the 
shop’s record bar, also had about 
S60 in it and was untouched. 

Constable Ken Charge investigated 
the theft Friday afternoon, and 
talked with shopkeepers in Burnt 
Pine. 

"At this point, you wouldn't have 
,a clue," he said. But he added that 
inquiries would continue, and that 
police had several avenues of 
investigating the matter. 


New phone book 

A NEW NORFOLK TELEPHONE 
Directory will be issued probably 
after Christmas. 

A supplementary list of 50 
numbers has been issued. 

The new phone book being pre¬ 
pared now, will list about 400 
numbers. 

Technical Officer Barry Silburn 
said the enlarged service was fully 
subscribed by last Wednesday. 

Future applications will be 
implemented only as existing 
services are disconnected. 


HE SAW HIMSELF AS AMBASS - 
ADOR for Norfolk Island, Pastor 
Elvyn Smart said as he prepared to 
return to Sydney by this Wednes¬ 
day’s plane. 

He often held special Norfolk 
services at his church in Belrose, 
and showed films about the Island. 

People would ring him up to ask 
where to stay when they visited 
Norfolk. 

Pastor Smart said the Property 
Secretary of the Methodist Church 


THE REGENT KINGFISHER hotel, 
planned to rise on the burnt-out 
Kingfisher site at Anson Bay, has 
officially lost is preferred status and 
has to be proposed all over again if v 
it is to be built. 

After more than two years of bick¬ 
ering, wondering and hoping, 

Council last Wednesday voted that 
its previous approval in principle 
be terminated leaving the King¬ 
fisher entrepreneurs to re-open 
negotiations from taws if they 
want to. 

Cr. Bruce McKenzie didn't even 
want to have the idea of a possible 

re-negotiation included in the 
motion. "As far as I’m concerned 
it’s a dead duck, " he said. 

Top pianist tries 
ont Chapel organ 

AN IMPROMPTU CONCERT was 
given at the Melanesian Mission 
Chapel Monday by one of Australia's 
most famous pianists, Lindley Evans, 
C.M.G. 

He was visiting the Island for a 
holiday with Mrs. Evans. 

A gathering of about 30 residents 
heard he would try out the chapel's 
organ, ’ arid dropped past to listen. 

Mr. Evans was unprepared for the 
discipline imposed by the single- 
manual organ, but improvised a 
pleasing program and played several 
hymns that the audience, including 
Rev. Colin Betriman, joined in 
singing. He concluded with 
passages from the Hallelujah Chorus 
of Handel's Messiah, at Howard 
Farnsworth's request. 

| Mr. Evans was accompanist for 
\ Dame Nellie Melba for about nine 
I years and was widely known for his 
two-piano concerts with Frank 
Hutchens. 


in New South Wales, the Rev. 

Roy Glover, would take over 
pastoral duties from November 5, 
staying until December 3. 

Pastor Smart said he and his wife 
Marjorie did not expect to return 
to Norfolk. 

They had noticed many changes, 
for better and worse, since their 
arrival ten years ago, but nowhere 
was the hospitality, kindness and 
friendship of the Norfolk people 
exceeded. 


"Kingfisher have had their oppor¬ 
tunity, " said Cr. Blucher. 

"The slate is clean now," said Cr. 
McIntyre. 

Joker on table 

During the debate Deputy 
Administrator C.I. Buffett pulled 
a joker out of the pack and placed it 
on the Council table. He said the 
Regent-Kingfisher application had been 
unacceptable all along because it 
hadn't been filed'by the owner of the 
land. 

He told the News later that this was 
not merely a technicality. "The law 
makes sense, " he said. "Would you 
like it if I gave someone else per¬ 
mission to build on your land?" 

He had no comment on how the 
hotel building application had been 
allowed to be accepted as bona fide 
for such a long time, when.legally it 
should not even have been Sent on to 
the Building Board. 

Council did not take any action to 
encourage a flow of other accomm¬ 
odation applications, to replace the 
major gap that will be left in the 
total number of Island tourist beds 
by the demise of the Anson Bay 
scheme. 


Rooty Hill Road 
to be aoved up 

ROOTY HILL RD. is to be re-located 
on higher ground and made into a tar- 
sealed scenic drive from Kingston up 
to the Queen Elizabeth Lookout. 

The present 12-feet deep gully the 
road runs in scoured out by 100 
years or more of rain and grading, 
will be filled in. 

The project is subject to the avail¬ 
ability of funds. It will be financed 
out of maintenance funds, rather 
than the capital works budget. 
('Maintenance of roads, bridges 
’ and public places" was allocated 
$21 000 in the Island's 1975/16 
estimates.) 

October Council approved a Works 
Committee report recommending 
the improvement. 

The approval also covered road 
and parking improvements in the 
Emily Bay area, and the opening 
of a new sand quarry on Cemetery 
Bay to take the place of the one at 
Emily Bay. 

Tar sealing of 4/10 of a mile of 
Bumbora Rd. was also approved, 
as the final item in the road pro¬ 
gram for 1975/76. 


Norfolk 1 s Ambassador, Pastor Smart 
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Tourist traffic nay be killing pines In the 
Headstone Reserve area, forest experts say 


Third pollceaan ! 

A THIRD CONSTABLE will go £n | 

force October 20th. f 

He is Constable Chandler, of the I 

A. C.T. police force.... | 

He is married with three children., I 

Council was told of his arrival last [ 

Wednesday. Deputy Administrator I 

C.I. Buffett said it was planned that I 
instead of. buying a Breathaliser, the | 
Admin would buy a motorcycle to | 

make the expanded police force fully I 
mobile. 1 


NORFOLK PINES are dying fastest 
in. the headstone reserve area - and 
tourist traffic may be the reason. 

The suggestion was made in a 
letter forming part of a submission 
made to the Royal Commission by an 
Australian Government forester, Mr. 
M.L. Benson, of the C. S. l.R. O. 

The letter was written by the 
Acting Director-General of the 
Forestry and Timber Bureau in 
January 1973 to die Administrator. 

"It may be of some interest that 
the Headstone Reserve area is the 
only part of the Island where the area 
of severely affected pines has increased 
considerably since 1968. " the Acting 
Director-General wrote. 

"This is a very heavily used area for 
tourists and the rapid deterioration 
could well be due to die heavy usage 
by people and vehicles. 

"We felt that at least vehicles 
should be excluded from the area." 

A seriously affected area was 
defined as one in which more than 
half the mature trees have deat 
portions in the crown- or very thin 
crowns carrying considerable 
quantities of lichen. 

One of the big problems facing 
Norfolk's foresters was that most 
of the 1250 acres of severe die back 
area was covered with "chaparral- 
type" growth --red and yellow 
guava, african olive and lantana. 

Vegetation cleared 
before pines grown 

"This vegetation would have to be 
cleared before any pines could be 
grown, and this, of course, is a 
costly and difficult job -- especially 
for private owners" the letter said. 

It might be better for the initial 
copses of trees to be planted on 
grassy areas, with the priority 
suggested as the Headstone Reserve 
area, Kingston common and the 
Middlegate area. 

In his submission, Mr. Benson said 
indications were that the pines were 
dying of premature old age, caused 
by severe ecological upset, rather 
than disease. 

He listed possible cause of this upset: 

- Overgrazing, 

- Severe competition, particularly on 
degraded and abandoned farmland, 

- overmaturity, 

- possible nutrient deficiency on old 
farmlands, and 

- exposure to wind and salt spray. 
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Mr. Benson quoted from, a report he 
co-authored in 1972, saying that if 
pines were to remain part of the land¬ 
scape in older settled parts, systematic 
replanting was needed. 

This could weU be done in clumps 
of one-tenth to one-fifth of an acre, 
each .tree planted at ten foot inter¬ 
vals; to be thinned later. 

These groves would have to be 
fenced. 

"A planting program of the nature 
envisaged would need to be a well- 
organised community effort, the 
report said. 

Goodwill of land¬ 
holders, lessees 

"It requires the goodwl 11 and 
assistance of private landholders, 
lessees and the Administration. 

"Some form of financial assistance 
may be necessary." 

Mr. Benson has made five visits to 
Norfolk Island. 

He said in his submission that one 
of the major points, he wanted to dis¬ 
cuss was the overgraxing. 

. Livestock were aggravating erosion 
and prevented regrowth of pines. 

"It appears that the grazing pressure 
to which the reserves and common is 
far too great" Mr. Benson commented. 

He held up Phillip Island as an 
example of what might happen to 
Norfolk under bad land management. 

"Coupled with activity to replant 
native species on degraded areas, 
work to contain erosion, and prevent 
additional areas eroding, must be 
the most important activity relating 
to land use on Norfolk" Mr. Benson 
said. 

Work on Norfolk should get 
priority, but some effort should be 
made to save Phillip Island. 

Serious study should be made of 
rabbit eradication programs and 
getting vegetation growing there 
again. 

Mr. Benson suggested that dying 
pines in the badly affected areas 
could be brought back to life for 
another 50 years by topping, feeding 
with phosphatic fertilizer and 
clearing competing shrubs. 

Pines only live to 100450 years 
when grown singly on cleared land. 

"Providing areas are fenced and 
grazing excluded, Norfolk Island 
pines will take control of a site and 
will undoubtably reach a near virgin 
condition of great age and lofty 
dimension" he said. 
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Hitch sworn in 

GIL HITCH will be sworn in as 
acting Official Secretary on Wednes¬ 
day. 

With the departure of Mr. Bill 
Syrette, who has been acting Secret¬ 
ary for the past five weeks, Mr. 

Hitch will relieve for Mr. Charles 
Buffett, who has been handling the 
Administrator's duties. 

According to news received from 
Canberra, the News understands 
, that a selection of the Island’s new 
Administratcr has been made, and 
■his name has been forwarded by the 
Minister (Mr. Bryant) to the Govemo - 
General for confirmation. 


No sailors 

"NO MORE LETTINGS‘rfo visiting 
sailors" is the rule at one of the 
Island's hire car firms. 

The Captain of the recently 
visiting warship ’Inverell" had called 
on the firm to assure that his crew 
were good young men. 

"But it's a different captain every 
time- " said a staff member of the 
car hirer. "We've had it. *' 
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PACIFIC ROUND 


"SOMETHING OF A recession 
plus the unwillingness of some ship¬ 
ping lines to include Tonga in their 
itinerary has created major problems 
for the Tourist Industry, " says a 
correspondent to the Tonga "Chron¬ 
icle" 

"Tourist ships cannot be made to 
come to Tonga, but the country can 
do its part to provide incentives for 
tourists to cbme. 

"The Director of the Tongan Vis- 
itors'Bureau gives one reason for the 
declining state of affairs. There is 
no doubt that Tonga could be devel¬ 
oped to give a greater range of duty 
free goods and provide shopping facil¬ 
ities so that these are more easily 
accessible and more attractively pre¬ 
sented. However, because of its 
size, Tonga can never hope to com¬ 
pete on an equal footing with Fiji 
in this respect. 

"Earlier this year, the "Chronicle” 
published what tourists liked and dis¬ 
liked about Tonga. Their views 
differed little from what tourists 
were saying 15 years ago. Most were 
shocked by the poverty shabbiness 
and dirtiness of streets and town 
buildings. 


"It must surely stand as an indict¬ 
ment of the Government that noth¬ 
ing much has been done to improve 
the image of our main town. At 
last, a stormwater drainage system 
is being constructed by the Market. 

I hope more money is forthcoming 
so that the main street can also en¬ 
joy a decent drainage system -- 
and tourists (and indeed residents) 
don't have to splash around in mud 
and puddles. 

"Legislation regarding the main¬ 
tenance of shops needs to be rigorous¬ 
ly enforced. Nuku'alofa has some 
attractive old buildings. Much could 
be made of them if painted with 
carefully selected colours and not 
left in a dilapitated state as they . 
now are. Surely the Government it¬ 
self could provide a lead in the build¬ 
ings its Departments occupy. 

"Are there litter laws in Tonga? 

If so, they require more rigorous 
enforcement. The shoreline in 
front of Nuku'alofa is a disgrace 
strewn with bottles - probably worse 
than what the tourists enjoy at home. 

"Probably, Tonga has the most 
interesting history of all Polynesia 
people and this fact should be ex¬ 
ploited. The "langi's", an interest¬ 
ing feature of Tonga's history have 
been left to the mercy of animals 
and the elements. Such monuments 


of Tonga's unique history need care¬ 
ful preservation. 

"A good accessible museum is a 
must. It ensures that valuable treas¬ 
ures remain in Tonga for visitors and 
locals to see. 

"Perhaps Fa'onelua Gardens could 
be developed to have a full collec¬ 
tion of indigenous trees and plants 
with notices explaining the use of 
these in pre-European times. 

"Obviously, tourists travel for 
different reasons. Many do not get 
past the Dateline Hotel where they 
are served by a staff whose charm is 
unrivalled in Australia or New Zeal¬ 
and. Other tourists take the oppor¬ 
tunity to buy high quality handi - 
crafts that Tonga provides. Some 
tourists are keen to give their family 
an educational holiday. Whatever 
their motives for coming - much,, 
much more tourist-wise needs to be 
done. The full potential of Tonga 
must be developed to cater for the 
varied interests of boat travellers and 
for hotel visitors of the future several 
days of interesting experiences. 

"Is the Government going to give 
the necessary lead or adopt a "lais¬ 
sez-faire" policy whereby in two 
years further shipping lines will have 
discontinued their services to Tonga. 
Too late then to bemoan Tonga's 
Plight! ” 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
.served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may Ut in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always Includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain- 
■ent; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housiej THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak mala ewrtt 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings beford* 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK ; 


Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly. Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30. and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy. " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work In the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and U Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery: everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12,30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
lr[30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4*0Qpm Tuesday. Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyte's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


'this Week 

on Norfolk 

| MONDAY 

; Housie, Leagues Club 
! Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
| Film. Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Nil. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. ?. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


good Phone and Cable 
(.inks, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
granch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yfrds or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdayi, Margaret Christ- ; 
ian in the evenings, and Jest Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P . O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from lOair. 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand Is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling,,,a'genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE ^ 

may be 'out of town' 
JjhBSr; but when you get there 
^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo- j 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. j 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Corner 






We love music. 

If you loveonusic as much as we do, 
you will* ultimately want a SONY. 


Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55 —a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain >55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board^hip or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the cagtain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listenihg pleasure! 


Sensitive New AM Portable 


Sony has tried to pursue in the TR-8060, a portable radio for ex¬ 
clusive AM reception, the perfection of 3 essential radio features 
—sensitivity, selectivity, and output power—instead of equipping 
it with extra features and accessories. 

A long efficient ferrite bar antenna is built in for superb sensi¬ 
tivity. You can select either Local or DX (Distance) mode for the 
optimum reception even with distant AM stations. Exceptionally 
sharp selectivity is assured due to ceramic filter in the IF stage. 
The impressive 1.5-watt power output from the large speaker 
together with the tone adjustment switch will all the rr)qfa in¬ 
crease your listening pleasure. 

Besides these improvements, Sony's advanced precise engineer¬ 
ing assures excellence and reliability in quality performance for 
many years to come. 

Operates either on economical flashlight batteries or on house¬ 
hold current with the use of an optional AC power adaptor. 



Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 










Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 

In the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to lp.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital, 
HnnlnN* 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-W: 
UUlslUr • sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting 111-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos- . 
pital is well run. It's small, and simp¬ 
le in some medical ways, but it pro¬ 
vides a great service for all. Like all 
hospitals, it depends on grants and 
subsidies to cover its costs. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. QBox 94 


NORFOLK’S HISTORY: GRiH, 
It's Worth a Thought., 

That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 

(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
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FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
...a Llfetlne 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. • 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidky King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

Both had hard times indeed, though 
in 1804 the population of free 
settlers and convicts on Norfolk 
totalled 1,100. 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons-distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the • 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1858, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 
The marvelous thing is that most 
did stay, and that a way of life 
exists on this Island that cannot 
easily be found anywhere else in 
.the world. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcooe at 
N.L Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 









Hany "Bounty” Naies in Crews that Work the 


While yotWe' o* Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we’re ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at. dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island’s Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

■The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work arpund the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the riewly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams,. Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, '’, 
hatchman’s duties, or stevedoring, ■ 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Nana Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
’gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big- port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot.- The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But- it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 
times get*knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork Uft 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for'an 
hour, If you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections' 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT’S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG 


AT DAY’S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 



FM 


means fabulous music 



Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 









RADIO NORFOLK — OCT 6 - 12 


*s. 




NEWS: Hon-Fri 7. 
Local; 10. Local 

MONDAY 
7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk (Sylvia) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Black Opal 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12.00 Local News 
12. 05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I’m Sorry I'll read 
That Again (Beryl) 

10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Music. 

12.00 Local News 
12.05 Sports Magazine 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7.00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope (Daphne) 

10.00 News 


VL-2-NI 
frequency, 1570 KHZ. 


30 World & Local: 8.30 World & 
: 12. Local; 1.World i Local 


10. 05 Ring of Bright 

Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11.30 Music 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Intern'l Call 
1.0Q News 
THURSDAY 
7. 00 Mu sic (Toon) 

9.15 Arts Mag.(Kathy) 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10.00 Local News 
10.05 Inspector West 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) . 

9.15 ; Frank Muir 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

reporting 


10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church oi England 
SA.TURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 

14. 00 Music(Daphne) 

4. 45 Aust. Top 20 

5. 30 World News 

6.45 Children’s story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (13) 

■ 8.16 Play-The Death Watch 

9.15 Music 

k 9.45 Close. 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPTNGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


A bomb explodes as an outlandish 
coincidence every time I sit down to 
write to you. Monday evening. A 
sharp accent cuts through the custom¬ 
ary London hum, a vibration scurries 
through the heart of the city. Far off, 
sirens rapidly approach and weave 
among the elegant streets like huge 
demented birds. The Portman hotel, 
about five hundred yards from my study, 
has won tonight's Explosion Stakes. 

What wry metaphysic would Browning 
have made of it, strolling along near¬ 
by Wimpole Street to visit his lover 
at No. 50? 

Curiosity tempted me to quit my 
wine and this letter to investigate. I 
managed to reach Manchester Square. 
Near the black railings of the dimly 
lit park in the centre, I was confronted 
by a middle aged woman of menial 
aspect, hatchet-faced, carrying a 
cloth bag. Initially stationary, she 
suddenly erupted, darting fierce 
accusations. "Yer twerp. Lurk at 
yer. Yer sexless Prodestunt English. 
We'll nut be werken fur yer much 
lunger I’ll tell yer thet. " I reflected 
briefly on this effluent and decided 


to continue strolling in the direction of 
the bombed hotel. She followed, 
hurling savage shafts of class and 
race abuse. Tired of the merciless 
jet of slime, I turned to face the char. 
She hesitated. 1 introduced the 
perfect scorpion. "I'm an Australian, 
at least half Irish and related to 
Cardinal Moran, so pick on someone 
else. ’’ She lapsed into silence, 
scratched her close-cropped head and 
spat on the pavement. The police 
Had cordoned off Portman Square so 
nothing could be seen apart from 
gaping crowds, plump victims all, 
awaiting the second maiming blast 
(terrorist strategy). 

/I returned heme and shot a good nip 
of Haig into the tumbler. How deep 
is this hatred of many masks? Race, 
class and religious prejudice in one 
odious, explosive package had brushed 
against me. Was she an 'isolated case'? 
Wars are made possible by groups of 
fanatics, characters from operetta, 
the majority following in valueless, 
apathe ti&lpoup - rhythm. 

"How depressing Mike. Have 
another drink." Some will remember 
a carefree wit and spirit from the 'good 
old days' of VL2NI when the attacks 
to be feared, were from cows, cock¬ 
roaches and Jungle Fever. I intended 
to report a humorous Promenade 
i concert tonight - 'reality' interfered. 
Less disquieting music next week, I 
promise. 


*etter 

We would like to reply to the 
article in the News of Monday, 29th 
September "to air our views" on the 
other side of the story. 

We have all worked at the South 
Pacific Hotel for periods varying from 
six to two months. 

We were not complaining about 
working 48 hours for $41.50 per week. 
We were all aware of these terms of 
employment befae we started working 
there, but the hotel had been under¬ 
staffed for some time and it seemed to 
us that nothing was being done about it. 

The dining room was down two wait¬ 
resses. One girl had left (giving two 
weeks notice) and another girl was put 
into the bar to help out there as they 
were also understaffed. That left 
four dining room waitresses to do the 
work of six. 

We were paid overtime for extra 
shifts, but when you work 57i hours 
in one week and get a total pay of 
little over $53 it hardly seems worth¬ 
while and you feel too tired to even 
enjoy your one day off a week. We 
accepted the job on Norfolk to work, 
but also to enjoy ourselves. If we 
vanted merely money we could all 
earn more a i home, for fewer hours. 

As to the comment on tips, well, 
we never received $2-$3 “on a 
good night, M it was more like $2-$3 
b a good week. But as said earlier, 
our complaint was not about pay, 
v nich was what we expected. 

It seemed to us that the more we 
c.'.d, the more we were expected to 
do. The supervisor was told not to 
jail on other departments within the 
hotel for help, as they Were "too 
dred". Well, we were too tired 
also, especially after heaving 
:h avy tables and trestle tables 
"roiii the Dining Room to the 
ilaibeque Room and back again. 

Running backwards and forwards 
with two coffee pots holding approx, 
eight cups each, when there were 
about 100 people requiring coffee. 

ve finally decided we were willing 
o do our two shifts a day, as rostered, 
*.:ut not three. When we called on 
the Manager to air our views, he did 
o se jm prepared to listen to us. This 
v as the third time we had gone to see 
him about the long hours and heavy 
lifting and each time we found the same 
attitude on his part. 

We are sorry to have inconvenienced 
any of the guests at the hotel, and are 
a.u. very sorry to be leaving the Island. 

South Pacific has been a place 
vith a very good spirit in the past, and 
v- - hope somehow through our action 
the Management at the hotel will 
hr ng this back again by being more 
v . fisi derate of the fair expectations of 
p s :nt staff and staff to follow. 

M.ue Marsh, Linda Bell, Gae Thorn, 

Christina Hurley and Anne Buxton. 


EDITORIALS 


answering the Commission's questions 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION has asked penetrating questions about the Norfolk 
Island Council’s submission recommending more local government powers. 

The questions were accompanied by "Appendix M", the list of nearly 
$2i million of expenses that Australia reckons it spent on Norfolk's behalf last 
year. Council got diverted off onto an angry discussion of these claimed costs. 
Of course the expenses are outrageous — we called them "very nearly wicked" 
when they were made public almost two months ago -- but it is a bit late to 
begin gasping about them now. 

The real issue is the questions the Commission has asked; and the real 
problem is that they can’t be answered intelligently in one month’s time by 
part-time Councillors who have no staff to do the necessary research. 

These facts are no reason for embarrassment. They ought to be stated, loud 
and clear. The eight elected Councillors are paid virtually nothing. They all 
have private occupations. They spend untold hours in the service of the Island. 

If they were left to their own devices they could (with advice from the com¬ 
munity) work out pretty good answers to the Commission's questions, over a con¬ 
siderable period of cut-and-try. But the Commission needs the answers next 
month. 

That deadline could only be met with half-worked-out answers from Coun¬ 
cil. That would damage the prospects for a worthwhile measure of local self- 
government. It would also mean failure on the Commissioner's part "to obtain 
all the information I can”. 

It is essential that Sir John Nimmo have a clear indication of how Council 
believes Norfolk should be governed. To get solid answers to the questions now 
asked, we believe the Commission should do tw6 things. 

First, it should arrange a more realistic deadline with Council for providing 
the answers. An extension to mid-February would seem the bare minimum. It 
should be possible to accept this all-important submission after all other evi¬ 
dence is in. 

Second, the Commission should consider with Council whether there is not 
a good case for making a small, competent staff available to Council, to do 
the necessary research. 

We think these two steps are necessary to the success of the Commission 
and to future good government on Norfolk Island. 


saving you froa yourself 

DO YOU FEEL IT WOULD BE a good thing if you had a chance to see and think 
about Council’s reports and memoes, so you could comment to Councillors 
about them before Council meetings, rather than afterward? 

Perhaps you think it would be a bad thing. Perhaps you feel it would be an 
intrusion of Council’s privacy... or that it would be impertinent and improper... 
or that you might hinder Councillors... or that you might misunderstand, and be 
confused.. .or that you might be apt to go off half-cocked and leave Councillors 
a lot of cleaning up to do. 

If that's your view, be thankful for Crs. Bataille, Bathie, Buffett, McKenzie, 
Ryves, Smith and Snell. They did not support a freedom of information motion 
last Wednesday, and saved you from all that trouble and strife. 
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Amazingly enough Sydney still 
seems to be in one piece after the 
onslaught of a crew such as Culla 
Graham, Flick Magri, Bebs Sanders, 
Moose Menzies, Archie Bigg, Ikey 
Bataille and Kevin Olsson who all 
went over for the Sydney Rugby 
League finals - supposedly. The 
ringleader of the group said the most 
interesting aspects of the visit were 
eating, watching coloured television 
(or waking up at 2.30 in the morning 
in front of a flickering blank screen) 
and playing the one-armed bandits - 
no mention of football. Except for 
Ikey, who stayed with Basil Randall, 
Neville Christian and Foxey's boys, 
the group were guests of Tom 
Johnstone at Gladesville. 

Of course the highlight of their 
visit was the football. The boys 
were fortunate in being able to 
^■atch St, George during a training 
session and thoroughly enjoyed the 
Grand Final between St. George and 
Fasts. The boys said that the score 
was no indication of the standard of 
play which was terrific to watch. 

Other highlights of their trip were 
a visit with Tom to the City Tatt- 
ersall’s Club where they had a dip in 
the pool, a work-out in the gym and 
a sauna bath. Believe Peter and 
Archie had to be almost dragged from 


the sauna bath; visits to several 
Leagues Clubs with which they were 
most impressed; and a visit to the 
Summitt Restaurant at the top of 
Australia Square which they thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed, although one 
member exclaimed in typical 
Norfolk fashion when he found out 
the price of just six drinks. By 
all accounts they had a marvellous 
holiday. Next time you see Culla 
ask him about his special way of 
waking up the chaps each morning. 

Beautiful, terrific, fantastic were 
sane of the adjectives used by 
Gwendoline Bergagnin to describe 
the visit she and her husband made 
to Santa Stefana, Bert's home town, 
way up in the northern most tip of 
Italy in the Dolomite Mountains. 
After a very tiring plane trip, 26 
hours from Sydney to Rome, stop¬ 
ping for a change-over of crew at 
Bangkok, Tehran, and Athens on 
the way, Bert and Gwendoline were 
very pleased finally to reach Rome, 
the hear t and centre of Italy from 
where roads, railways, air routes 
etc. extend to all parts of the 
country. Apart from the Vatican 
City and the Colosseum which were 
splendid, Gwendoline felt the city 
itslef was like any other major city. 
Froni there they flew to Venice - a 
beautiful city which particularly 
appealed to Gwendoline, a city all 
of its own. Gwendoline carefully 
carried under her arm all the way 
home a beautiful reminder of her 
visit to this city - a splendid piece 
of Venitian glass in the form of a 


charging bull. From Venice they 
travelled as far north as they could 
by train and then completed their 
journey by bus. Traffic and people 
everywhere as if was the height of 
the holiday season. 

Finally they reached the home of 
Bert's sister. Gwendoline said it was 
hard to believe that only an hour's 
drive would take them into Austria 
and Yugoslavia, a bit longer into 
Germany - countries they visited during 
their three months' stay. The scenery 
was fantastic. Looking through the 
diningroom window as we chatted, 
Gwendoline said Mt. Bates and Mt. 

Pitt appeared like hills compared with 
the height of the mountains in the 
Dolomites. . Such lovely people too - 
"Sem es dem sullen hya lorng time 
ago. ” Bert said the old family trad¬ 
ition of respect for one's elders was 
still maintained. It is twenty years 
since Bert and Gwendoline's last visit. 
The main changes they have noticed 
in that time has been the modernization 
of homes. Twenty years ago bathrooms 
were almost unheard of, big wooden 
tubs for baths. Now the large, 
spacious homes have two and even 
three bathrooms, but the people are 
still as friendly and hospitable. Bert 
and Gwendoline are planning a return 
visit to "a beautiful country", 

"Cos I nor how ado anything," said 
Gwendoline. 











Norfolk 

As the local Horticultural Show 
is only three weeks away, perhaps 
‘words of advice, as to how to 
choose your vegetables, fruit and 
cutj blooms for benching may be of 
help, especially to new exhibitors. 

Let's begin with vegetables. 

Golden rule here is unless asked for 
largest of variety. always pass over 
the big ones, as it is quality not 
quantity that counts, as so often 
for example, a very big cabbage 
is inclined to coarseness, and so a 
smaller one would be very tender 
and sweet will have first prize 
ticket much to die surprise of the 
exhibitor of die "whopper. " See 
'hat your vegetables are clean always. 
■ i a c.lass, with a collection of beans, 
for example try to have beans of 
a uniform size. 


Cut Flowers - these should be 
approaching their full beauty, not 
just over therefore showing break- 



i >v n. Using a carnation as an 
example petals at die back of 
bloom should be quite flat, not 
: urling back towards the stem of 
the blossom. 

Giadida -should have no more 
*h n five open florets, and all 
. U alb be placed evenly on stem so 
r ■ each floret slightly overlaps 
Co next and all face one way, 

. raving no gap between florets. 

hoses - Choose a bloom not too ... 
a ear full, as these open quickl’. 
the warmth of a hall; choose good 
s.rong stems, making sure that the 
petals of the rose are not damaged. 

-at these early in the morning, 

.nake a small split at the bottom of 
stem, then hold rose, with about 
of stem in hot water, counting to 10, 
then immerse in cold water up to the 
blooms, until you are ready to bench 
them, thus treated you will get the 
best results. This treatment greatly 
helps keep the cut rose fresh. Do 
not use too much hot water at a time, 

! up is enough, as the steam may 
damage the bloom on the rose petals. 

Sweet Peas - Strong straight stems 
with florets nicely spaced, four or 
mere florets for preference. 

Where "Best Collection" is called for; 
this means one of each variety or 
colour. Remember, it is far better to 
have eight perfect blooms than ten 
with two or three poor blooms. 

Quality being the key note. 

To show pansies to die best advant¬ 
age, arrange on dish of wet sand, faces 
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In response to our complaints about 
dress pattern directions and cookery 
bocks sounding as though they're scold¬ 
ing us, Phillida Smith kindly lent us 
a wonderful book called "My Irish 
Cookbook" by Monica Sheridan. It 
is filled with amusing comments, 
"never make celery soup with the 
white hearts of celery. It is much 
more sensible to eat them raw." Or, 

"It is rather snob to put a few crushed 
hazelnuts on top before serving." Or, 
talking about Nettles, "they are 
included in the diet of racehorses and 
greyhounds, and if you live in Ireland 
you soon realise that what is consider¬ 
ed good enough for our four-footed 
heroes, is more than adequate for 
mere human beings. ” 

I was particularly delighted by this 
one. "The true ham epicure will 
always look for the left ham of a 
pig. It is considered more tender 
and delicate. You see, the pig 
scratches himself with the right leg 
and consequently exercises it far 
more. So it is tougher - well, 
slightly. 

Hope Piute, Slick and Bill won't 
be asked for too many left hams for 
all the festivities coming up. 


Here is another recipe of Dolores 
Wotherspoons' which we promised to 
give you. Thank you, Dolores. 

SPICED STEAK 
3 lbs round steak 
1 pkt mushroom soup 
1 large teaspoon curry 

1 teaspoon spice 

Put in casserole, and pour on 

2 tablespoons vinegar 

2 tablespoons tomato sauce 
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 
i cup sherry 
Cut 2 onions on top. 

Top with prunes and pineapple. 

Slow oven 2 hours. 


HELEN PAYNE left Monday with her 
husband, Allan, on one of the most 
exciting trips we've ever heard of -- 
an epicurean adventure to Easter 
Island, Chile, Peru, Brazil and 
Paraguay. They will learn about 
the native specialities of each place 
and Helen will be taking down notes 
all the way. 

October 1975 


LIVING 

THE TWILIGHT OF THE GODS 
by Richard Garnett 
PLENTY OF GOOD books are 
written by academics, and one of 
the best ever was this, written by 
the Curator of the Reading Room in 
the British Museum in 1888. Not 
that it's dated; in fact his stories 
are as enjoyable and relevant now 
as they were then. This is because 
they are fairy-stories in the modem 
sense, tales of imagination and 
excitement about real characters 
in totally imaginary settings. 

Anyone who has- been inside the 
Reading Room in the B. M. knows 
what a horrifyingly dull place it 
is - a featureless vault arching over¬ 
head and the only being that can 
have the same feeling on looking 
upwards as a reader at the centre 
table must be an embryo chicken 
as it stares up at the bare inside of 
its egg-shell. At least the chicken 
knows that in three weeks or so it 
can get its revenge by pecking its 
way out and reducing the shell to 
smithereens, but the reader knows 
that if he only brought a brick 
inside, let alone lifted it with a 
threatening gesture or even hurled 
it through the grimy panes aloft, he 
would create as much of a local sen¬ 
sation as when the most recent dic¬ 
tator of one of the banana republics 
in South America ends up dangling 
from the nearest lamp-post. In both 
cases, it's the suspense that is killing. 

All the stories are erudite, which 
is not to say that erudition is necess¬ 
ary to enjoy them. Mind you, the 
more of a classical education one has 
had the more pleasure one gets out of 
them. The main element are the 
Gods, both of Olympia and Asgard. 
The second chief element is black 
magic and sorcery, and insofar as my 
competence is limited in this respect 
the author is both serious and accurate; 
so much so in fact that it was perhaps 
lucky for him that he was writing in 
the nineteenth century and not the 
ninth or the seventeenth. Toxicology 
and the science of poisons is his third 
long suit, and in this he really knew 
what he was talking about. This was 
not so uncommon for a layman a 
hundred years ago when opium and 
laudanum were freely available over 
the counter of any apothecary's shop. 

When it first came out, the most 
diverse authors enjoyed this book, 
ranging from poets such as-Wilde and 
Swinburne to prose writers of a very 
different stamp such as H. G. Wells 
and Lawrence of Arabia. Don't be 
ashamed to keep such illustrious com¬ 
pany and join their ranks. 

HENRY SMITH 
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Business 


Friday exchange rates 

3 October. 1975 
A$1 bought - 


UK 


£E 


$NZ 1.1994 

FRANCE F.Fr 5.594 

H/KONG HK$ 6.328 

JAPAN YEN 379.20 

N'LANDS F 3.373 . 

SWITZ'D S.Fr. 3.396 

W. GERMANY Dm. 3.281 

FIJI F$ 1.0714 

USA US$ 1.2571 

NOUMEA CP.Fr. 101.74 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 
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SoPac Noraal Again, 
Says Sore-Footed Steve 

THE SOUTH PACIFIC Hotel's staff 
was back to full complement over 
the weekend with the arrival of two 
additional waitresses from New 
Zealand. 

Manager Steve McMullen said 
that self-service breakfasts, intro¬ 
duced during the staff shortage last 
week, had proved to be more 
satisfactory for guests, with less 
delay and hotter food. The self- 
service system in the morning will 
be continued because it works better, 
he said. 

"It’s an ill wind that blows no good," 
he added. 

But he said Til tell you what, my 
feet are sore after all that waitress- 
ing. ” 

During the all-hands-to-work 
period he had not been offered any 
tips, he said, but trainee manager 
Steve Harris had been handed a $5 
tip, which he had declined. 


Giivt GztteDigst 

No. 46 2/10/75 

ADMINISTRATION ORDINANCE now 
law: Administrator can establish 
gaols and appoint gaolers. 

SENIOR WORKS Supervisor's duties 
being handled by Skeet Anderson 
during Boony Buffett’s rec leave to 
1/12. Phone 2006, night emergencies 
only, 2017. 

CHRISTMAS stamps first day today. 
PHONE lines all allocated: future 
applications fillable only as present 
subscribers discontinue. 

SUPREME COURT sits 4/J2/75, Mr. 
Justice Joske. 

GUN CLUB shoot last Saturday. 

FINAL MEETINGS: Sevan Ltd and 
Norfolk Abbey Ltd 6/11. 


The Cavi s Devise A 
Hew Island Fixture 

THE GARRISON Restaurant will 
initiate a new weekly feature called 
"The Commandant's Dinner" start¬ 
ing October 21st. 

Paddy and Dick Cavill's build-up 
to the new fixture will include a 
Small-scale try-out on the Epicurean 
Club this Tuesday, and a larger 
invitation dinner the following 
Tuesday, for people of the Island's 
tourist industry and for Garrison 
suppliers. 

The menu for the "Commandant's 
Dinner" will be drawn from early 
Island days, Dick says. 

, It will include roast beef, local 
fish and 'Mrs. Mochonochie's 
Rabbit Pie." 

Waitresses will become "serving 
wenches" for the night. 

The Cavills' idea for the weekly 
feature began when it was proposed 
that the Kingston Crank Mill be 
restored as a restaurant. "We thought 
that a historic building called for 
a dinner with historic flavour, ” says 
Paddy. 

But when it appeared that the 
reconstruction of the Crank Mill 
might take months or years, they 
decided to implement the idea at 
the Garrison. 

During recent holidays in Sydney 
they researched many facts about 
the Island's First Settlement, aided 
by coaching from local historian 
Les Brown. 

Each guest at the Tuesday night 
dinners will receive a menu styled 
as the "Garrison Gazette", contain¬ 
ing some of the historic facts they 
gathered. 

- It includes brief histories of the 
crimes that about 15 of Norfolk's 
first convicts had committed 
leading to their transportation from 
England. 

"We talked about the idea for the 
dinner with travel industry people 
in Sydney," Dick says, "including 
Intermedia Travel, the Norfolk 
Island Tourist Service, and the 
travel department of the Bank of 
New South Wales. They were all 
tremendously enthusiastic and felt 
it world add to Norfolk's identity 
with history, so far as tourists are 
concerned." ‘ 

He feels that Australia has been 
going through a great upsurge in 
awareness of history, and that in 
future more and more visitors will ] 
come to Norfolk to see the restored ‘ 
Kingston area. 


TOOR BOARD GAN NOW 
PROMOTE HOTEL I0EA 

THE EXPIRY of a favoured position 
for the proposed Regent Kingfisher 
hotel in the Island’s tourist accommo¬ 
dation planning clears the way for a 
Tourist Board scheme to promote a 
locally-owned large hotel. 

In view of the scheduled closing 
of the Paradise Hotel in about three 
years the Board agreed recently to 
take up the concept of a new hotel 
that would be owned partly by the 
Administration and partly by 
resident investors. 

The Board's rde in promoting the 
hotel would be limited to endorsing 
the idea and canvassing possible 
interest amoung private investors. 

Planning the finance, location and 
design of a new hotel would probably 
take at least as long as the Paradise 
occupancy by Travelodge has to 


AIR CARGO: SYDNEY BAN, 
AUCKLAND RATE HIGHER 

QANTAS once again shut off all 
air cargo from Sydney - other than 
life-saving drugs and news media 
consignments — on Saturday. 

With a backlog at Mascot of 3336 
Kg., and no sign of much improve¬ 
ment until mid-November, Qantas 
has shut the doors even on $1 per kg. 
penalty rate cargo unless it is of 
"extreme urgency." 

Air New Zealand continues to 
handle a flow of cargo from Auck¬ 
land but there is a backlog and 
rates were put up by 50fy on Saturday 
morning. Shipments under 45 Kg now 
cost 500 per Kg (was 330) and over 
45 Kg the rate is 370 (was 250). 

(Danestic air cargo rates in Aust¬ 
ralia went up October 3rd. Passenger 
fares on "international" --not includ¬ 
ing Norfolk - -flights will increase 
4*7c op Nov. 1, and Australia-to-New 
Zealand cargo rates increased lO^c 
on Saturday.) 

Flights This Week 
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to offer guidance and help on the basic use and care of hand 


McPherson ’s up handbook 

MCPHERSON'S LIMITED 


Sharpening Chisels 

A straight-edge tool of this type 
shows its dullness in the form of 
a thin white, or bright line along 
the edge. Until the bevel-edge 
has become so obtuse as to need 
grinding, this dullness can be 
removed on the oilstone. The 
test of sharpness Is the dis¬ 
appearance of the thin bright 
line. 

Apply a few drops of oil to a 
perfectly level oilstone and grasp 
the tool in both hands. There 
should be no sidewise turn in the 
right wrist. Any twisted or turned 
position in this wrist is sure to 
give a certain amount of rolling 
or twist to the tool, thus impair¬ 
ing a true sharpening angle. 
Swing the right arm from the 
shoulder, bending it only at the 
elbow and holding the wrist rigid. 
Place the edge at an oblique 
angle across the face of the 
stone, and rub backward and for¬ 
ward, bearing down with both 
hands. 

If the bevel has been recently 
ground, hold the hands low to 
make the oilstone bevel corre¬ 
spond with the grinding level. With 
each sharpening, it is necessary 
to hold the hands a trifle higher, 
until, finally the oilstone bevel be¬ 
comes too obtuse, when the tool 
should again go to the grinder. 
In rubbing over the stone, move 
the hands horizontally — parallel 
with the stone — instead of giv¬ 
ing them a dipping or scooping 
motion, as this latter tends to 
round the edge of the tool and 
to make the stone hollow out. For 
the same reason, It is important 
to use, as much as possible, the 
entire face of the stone, rubbing 
.the tool over the entire length 
qnd occasionally turning the 
stone end for end. When, after 
wiping the tool clean, you find 
the thin line of dullness has en¬ 
tirely gone, turn the tool over, 
keeping it perfectly fist on the 
stone and, with one or two light 
sidewise strokes, remove any 
burr or wire edge. 

Grinders give 'he correct bevel 
but the fiat surface of an oilstone 
or hone is required to put on the 
finishing touches of a keen, last¬ 
ing edge. 



tools and to suggest general methods employed 


to construct and maintain various articles around the home 




SPORTS 

ROGER NEWMAN TELLS ABOUT A GREAT 
PRESENTATION NIGHT, AND LOOKS 
BACK OVER THE 1975 SEASON 


SID COOPER, GARY SVENSON AND CULLA GRAHAM WITH 
THE DICKETTS SHIELD FOR THE 1976 FOOTBALL YEAR. 


On Saturday evening at die Leagues 
Club the Norfolk Island Rugby Foot¬ 
ball League held its Presentation 
Nij£. t to round off what has certainly 
been a most successful and enjoyable 
1975 rugby year. 

Special guests of honour were die 
Leagues Patron Wilf Randall and his 
charming wife, Edie, Club President 
Pejly Evans and his wife, .Fenella, 
also Rose Graham, Gladys Buffett 
and League President Bruce Walk* 
and his wife Yolan. 

The evening was well attended by 
both players and supporters who 
joined in the fun and atmosphere, of 
the occasion to the sounds of the best 
band on the Island. 

lust prior to supper, League Presid¬ 
ent Bruce Walker called for hush and 
after welcoming the special guests 
and those attending, got down to the 
serious part of the evening. 

Before proceeding with the official 
presentations, Bruce made special 
mention of the tremendous support 
(not only of the players and supporters, 
but also of the general public) that 
has been given to the League through¬ 
out 1975. This public support was 
born out through the money raised by 
the Cross Country Race on Bounty 
Weekend in excess of $1, 000. The 
money raised for our school through 
the Round Robin Tournament at the 
beginning of the season earned praise 
■from Headmaster Ian McCowan. 

Finally the support on the 16 Sunday 
afternoons through the collection at 
half time for the injured players fund 
which totalled $1,189 - a record. 

Bruce also mentioned that the Leagues 
Doubles Tickets had raised a further 
$800 and said that this sounded a lot 
of profit on an average weekly income 
of $145 - but the League has paid out 
an average of $96 a week in hospital 
expenses and wages to injured players, 
so the support of the general public 
had in fact been used for the Injured 
Players. 

In summing up President Bruce made 
special mention of thanks to everyone 
behind the scenes - Toon Buffett, 
Francis Menghetti, and the three team 
captains, referees, time keepers, 
judiciary, junior league First Aid team, 
^roundsmen and especially the Leagues 
Club. 
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The McLennan Cup held last year 
by the Greens was then presented to 
Yarm Menzies, Captain of the Reds 
by President Bruce Walker. 

The B. P. Cup held last year by the 
Blues was presented by the Club 
President’s wife, Fenella Evans, to 
Yarm Menzies Captain of the Reds. 

Mrs, Edie Randall then presented 
the Dickett Shield back to the 
holders, the Blues who are in possess¬ 
ion of it for their third consecutive 
year. Captain Sid Cooper in his 
appreciation made special mention 
of the young players in his team and 
of Graham Forsyth (the old fox) and 
Poppa Schinkel for coming out of 
retirement when tilings got a bit 
sticky. He also paid tribute to both 
teams, especially the Greens who 
played well all year, sometimes 
losing by only 1 or 2 points yet who 
didn't manage to collect one trophy, 
yet they scored more points than 
either the Blues (159) or Reds (134) 
notching up a total of 241 points. 

The top try scorer of the season was 
Greens Captain, Les Burke with 11 
while the top points scorers were: - 
Skeet Anderson 88, Sid Cooper 67, 
and Larry Quintal 34. 

Rod Karl on behalf of the Referees 
Association, in making their Annual 
Presentation to the best player, made 
mention of the thankless task of his 
and his associates' job with countless 
criticisms from the sideline and some¬ 


times from the players, but said they 
enjoyed doing it and in their opinion 
the outstanding player of the year, 
because of a full 80 minute dedication, 
good tackling and play was Kelvin 
Adams. Yarm Menzies accepted the 
presentation on behalf of Kelvin 
amidst tremendous applause. 

Then the best and fairest award was 
made by opening all the 16 envelopes 
from the games and writing up all the 
points scorers - the decision was clear 
cut and the Marlboro Platter held last 
year by Kim Flexman went to Kelvin 
Adams with 35 points. Behind him 
came Les Burke with 25 points and 
Hunky Evans with 22 points, Skeet 
Anderson 22, Allen Bataille 16 and 
Jap Menghetti 15 points. 

1975 certainly proved a success for 
the League both in promoting foot¬ 
ball and sportsmanship, and next 
year will be striving to send away 
either to New Zealand or Australia 
a fully representative team and 
President Bruce W alker urged all 
players to strive for selection next 
year. 

In conclusion I would personally 
like to thank everyone for the supp¬ 
ort given both in encouragement 
and criticism for the articles 1 have 
written throughout the season and 
hope that my accounts were fairly 
accurate and not too biased, although 
of course were always my opinion as 
a spectator. 


THE FOUR MEN OF RUGBY FOR 1975: GREENS CAPTAIN LES 
BURKE, LEAGUE PRESIDENT BRUCE WALKER, BLUES CAP¬ 
TAIN SID COOPER AND..REDS.CAPTAIN YARM MENZIES. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


TOWARD THE END of 1944 a news¬ 
paper called "Duffy’s Gen" appeared 
on Norfolk for a time, roneoed for men 
in the RNZAF station here. 

Jdm Robinson, a friend of Kassy Laing, 
was a corporal in the Marine Section, 
and recently visited the Island. He 
brought along the second issue of 
Duffy's Gen, dated 29th November. 

It is full of veiled references to 
unknown events the men were talking 
and joking about. On the front page 
were 'Unclassified Advertisements" 
including "Visit the Burrows Art 
Gallery next Sunday - See the pin-ups 
av Tent 3" an<f "Take a Trip to New 
Zealand. For Sale: One super launch 
W999, length 60 feet, beam 15 feet, 
o.vered with one overworked Black and 
Blue marine diesel 6 cycle engine, 
running, oh at least two cylinders. 

Price -1 Beer Coupon or best offer. 

Apply to Nev Thompson, Marine 

The Gen included sports news -- 
dimming Chians are well underway 
for a swimming carnival to be held in 


about 3 weeks' time"), bowling 
("Mac Bremner played a very good 
lead game for Shepherd, against 
Snell of the local club, in a pairs 
match last Saturday"), tennis 
("number one court has been out of . 
order due to the hot dry weather 
and consequent cutting up of the 
service lines. This has now been 
remedied by a visit from the "Water 
Wagon"). 

The Air Force had played a golf 
match against Norfolk Island on 
the 18th, in which the Island won 
by three to two. Dewey & McCoy 
beat Firth & Bayly 3/2; Chapman 
and Laing beat Akel & Palmer 2/1; 
Green & Edwards beat Jameson & 
Coxon 5/3; Welsh & hnapton lost to 
Charman & Nicholls 5/4; and Hing- 
ston & Murphy lost to Lynam & McRae 
4/3. 

Cricket was a big sport, with a full 
page of news of the first innings of 
a "Test Match” between the Island 
and die Air Force. "Ted Christian 
bowled exceedingly well for Norfolk 


... a determined stand by Clapp (16) 
and H. Quintal (27) ... S. Buffett 
made 14 ... A. Christian and V. 
Adams show distinct promise, 
especially in the bowling, both 
haying an excellent command 
of length.... Julius Christian, 
wicket keeper for Norfolk Island, 
gave an excellent display behind 
the stumps. His keeping on the leg 
side was first class, and he is the 
best wicket keeper seen on the 
Island so far this season." 

John Robinson also brought along a 
"Certificate of Drivers License" 
typed out and issued to him by the 
local policeman, Keh Whisker, 
in 1944. It certified that Corporal 
Robinson was entitled to drive, 
control, handle, mis-manage, or 
otherwise propel any buggy, wheel¬ 
barrow, scooter, sledge or invalid 
chair on the roads- of Notfolk or 
Phillip Islands. Sgt. ; Peter Harrison 
says he believes the license is every 
bit as valid today as it was 31 years 
aga 
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SENDER; 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 200 
To New Zealand 400 


TO: 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We * d like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



Burns 


.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—.-. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps; 
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FIFTEEN CENTS. 


MR. BRYANT’S DEPT. TOLD TO 
THINK AGAIN ABOUT BIG JETS 


NO PUBLIC environmental inquiry 
will be held on the upgrading of 
Norfolk Island Airport. 

Instead, the Department of the 
Environment bas recommended that 
the Royal Commission consider 
making the airport expansion idea 
one of its main investigations. 

In a submission to the Commission, 
the Department says that 33 individ¬ 
uals ot bodies have written to the 
Department about the draft Environ¬ 
mental Impact Statement on the 
airport plan. 

Most cf these comments warn of 
damage that a jet airport could 
cause, and recommend serious study 
of smaller types of aircraft. 

The submission says the Department 
of the Capital Territory, which has 
proposed the airport expansion, "is 
required to reconsider the proposal 
in the light of the public comments 
received on the draft. ” 

Environment's submission says "we 
are specifically concerned that full 
consideration be given” to six matters 
that were not covered in the plan 
as presented by the Capital Terri¬ 
tory. These are: 

- aircraft other than 707s, 727s and 
DC9s that could operate a regular 
service between Norfolk and Australia, 
r the possible use of a mainland air¬ 
port other than Sydney. (Brisbane, for 
example, could permit the use of 
F27s:> 

- the possibility that a jetport would 
be used much more, "to maximise 
the return on the investment, and to 
suit the convenience of airline 
operators." 


Putting a special constraint on 
civil aviation authorities, if the 
airport should be upgraded, to 
limit use of the airport to the pract¬ 
ical minimum. 

- a ban on using Norfolk as an 
intermediate stop-over, except in 
emergencies. 

Environment's submission also covers 
(Continued on page three) 


Quicker OK’s 

FASTER HANDLING of decisions in 
Canberra on Norfolk land applications 
should follow a short-cut procedure 
just started. 

The Department of the Capital Terr¬ 
itory will be by-passed on such app¬ 
lications, which will be sent by the 
Administrator direetJy to the Minister. 

The quicker procedure will be used 
on applications for subdivision of 
freehold land, and for applications to 
take up, transfer or mortgage Crown 
Leaseholds. 

The Minister has statutory powers 
to deal with these application*. 

Instructions to the Administration 
to by-pass the Department came from 
the Department itself. 

Mr. Bill Syrette, number two man 
in the Smaller Territories Branch of 
the Department, told the News that 
the Department was hoping to be¬ 
come less Involved in die mechanics 
of Norfolk Administration, and 
concentrate more completely on 
policy matters. 


> Inside this issue*- 


Radio VL2NI Starts Expansion Propam -- P.3 
NZ. Insurance set to go -- P5 Radio, London Music, P.18 


Pacific Round -- P. 6 
Editorials, letters. Butch - P.8 
Foxy’s Sketchbook -- P.15 
Interview -- P.16,17 


Books, Garden, Living P.19 
Business, AIR SCHEDULE. P.20 
Letter from Home, Ads, P.22 
Dars Norfolk, P.23 


“For the birds...” 



COLIN MUIR of Burns Philp's tour¬ 
ist department helped put up a new 
tTV antenna on die shop last week. 

He -was hoping to catch Australian 
colour telecasts, and be able to dem¬ 
onstrate a 26” Philips colour receiver 
die shop has on sale for $696. 

Norfolk tourists would have to pay 
i big duty on it, but local residents 
I who owned the set for a year before 
moving to Australia would find the 
price was good buying, Colin says. 

Some residents find TV reception 
is possible on occasions, with the 
best chance of success in the after¬ 
noons from November through March. 

After two days of fiddling with the 
I knobs, Colin said Saturday “It is 
\ not actually a TV antenna. It is 
I our contribution to wildlife. It is 
! a place for birds to sit and rest. 

"Maybe in November, " he added. 


PRIZE GARDENS 
OPEN FOR 3 HRS. 

NORFOLK'S BEST GARDENS were 
chosen yesterday by rhe A&H So¬ 
ciety -- and the two most outstan¬ 
ding will be open for residents and 
visitors to have a look for three 
hours from 11am today. 

The full list of winners, announ- 
last night by David Buffett, is on 
page five. 





The Masport Rota-Hoe 
A versatile hardworfcer for 
controlling the biggest gardens. 



Ur.barm.jd by obatacles 

Buried roots and large rocks are 
often problems in a large garden. Tbe 
Rota-Hoe takas them in its stride. If the 
tines hit a solid object the engine cannot 
be harmed because the belt drive will 
absorb the Impact easily The- tines have 
been specially hardened too, by Masport's 
unique "Austemperlng" process. There's 
virtually no way you can disturb the fnoly- 
angineered efficiency of the Rota-Hoe. 


The Maaport Rota-Hoe solves the 
exhausting task of preparing and keeping 
a large garden up to scratch. It digs deep 
into the toughest ground. It cuts a gigantic 
16 inch trait through the hardest 
compacted earth. And it's a two-speed 
cultivator so you can set your own pace. 

:t will prepare your garden thoroughly 
ail year round. Attachments allow you to 
dig up to a 24' path and to ridge-mould 
and weed. You can oven convert the 
Rota-Hoe into a light but powerful tractor 
with the addition of a couple of optical 
extras 


Many times faster 

The Rota-Hoe will save you so 
much time and effort that you wouldn't 
believe the results of the tests we've 
done. But there is no doubt that It will 
have your garden weeded, and cultivated 
in a fraction of the time you’d take with a 
whole host of conventional garden tools. 
You'll have to see the Rota-Hoe In action 
to believe its capabilities. 


Moat powerful available 

A hefty Briggs & Stratton 4-Stroke 
engine gives the Rota-Hoe enough power 
to easily cope with any task you give it. 
Proven for their reliability, these engines 
will even allow you to pull a load of up to 
half a ton with the tractor attachment. 


Wide range of attachments 

A full range of easily removable 
attachments allows every facet of 


gardening to be completely mechanised. 
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i BROAD CASTING OFFICER SYLVIA 
I RYVES AT VL2NTS STABLE DOOR 

Law bars Headstone 
as a garbage dasp 

([Continued from front page) 
a range of other subjects including 
the conservation of flora and fauna; 
eliminating rabbits on Philip Island 
and making it a nature reserve; more 
adequate steps by Australia to 
protect historic buildings and out¬ 
standing natural features of the 
Island; and a law now being drafted 
that would outlaw dumping garbage 
at Headstone. 

It also implies that a National 
Park shculd be proclaimed in the Mt. 
Pitt area, and describes the procedure 
involved. Such a park would belong 
i/o Australia and would receive 
Government support as a conservation 

The submission is soft in its tone, 
and leaves plenty of room for further 
discussion. "There is no precise 
answer at this stage as to what 
should be done, how, and who should 
do it," it says. 

But the Department’s objectives 
are made plain. It says Norfolk's 
environment is "balanced on the 
threshold of major deterioration." 
it says the Island's environment "must 
not be allowed to deteriorate 
further." 

And it says "Norfolk Island residents 
must be prepared to accept environ¬ 
mental management in return for 
mainland assistance." 


AN EXPANSION and improvement 
program for Radio Norfolk got under¬ 
way last week, with authorisation by the 
Deputy Administrator of about 
$6, 000 worth of professional broad¬ 
cast equipment to be bought from 
the U. S. 

At the same time the VL2NI studio 
began expanding from its cramped 
space into adjoining rooms vacated 
by the Norfolk Island Library. 

The former library space had been 
earmarked for the radio station by 
Air Cdr. E.T. Pickerd while he was 
Administrator. 

The present studio and a small 
storeroom will become a slightly 
more spacious new studio with sound¬ 
proofing. It will have a window wall 
allowing the announcer to keep an 
eye on die next room, which will 
become the station's entrance, office, 
file and program storage room. 

The station at present operates 
under something like battlefield 
conditions. With storage space 
short, tapes and records are stacked 
on tables, chairs and the floor. The 
announcer sits with his or her back 
to a stable door with its top half 
usually open. 

The stable door allows people with 
notices to pass them through for 
broadcasting. It also allows cow 
bellows and other unplanned noises 
to reach the microphone and be 
broadcast. 

Last legs 

The new equipment will give 
station staff a studio set-up designed 
for heavy use and high quality 
transmission. 

"The equipment we have is on its 
last legs," says Broadcasting Officer 
Sylvia Ryves. "It is purely domestic 
stuff, meant for home use. ” 

At the same time that steps were 
taken to upgrade the station's equip¬ 
ment and studio space, a long-planned 
questionaire waf sent to residents to 
help make sure that program content 
is what people want. 

Meetings of the announcing staff 


six months ago led to the idea of a 
questionaire. 

"A number of us got the impression, 
working in the studio on weekends, 
that we might just be doing a program, 
ahd maybe no one was listening," 

Sylvia says. "Maybe we are just 
wasting our time, but maybe its 
worth while." 

She said the questionaire hopefully 
would make it clear what the public 
wanted. 

The staff hopes for a wide response 
from the 550 copies of the question¬ 
aire that have beeh printed. A 
further 200 will be run off, and extra 
copies will be available. 

"A husband and a wife might have 
quite different ideas, if they do. we 
want to hear from both of them, " 

Sylvia said. 

The broadcasting staff feel there 
may be interest in having evening 
broadcasting on weekdays, and the 
questionaire canvasses this idea 
among others. 

23 here are getting 
Australian pensions 

TWENTY-THREE PEOPLE on Norfolk 
are drawing Australian Social Service 
Pensions, at a total cost of $35, 500 
last financial year. 

The information was supplied for 
the Royal Conmission by the Austra¬ 
lian Department of Social Security. 

The Department divided the 123 
pensioners into these categories; - 
-Age ,11 

- Age (blind) 1 

- Age (means test free) 9 

- Widows, Class A, 1 

- Wife's (Age) 1 

There were also three non-pensioner 
husbands, two of whom got a Service 
pension. 

The Department of Social Security 
opposes payment of benefits to 
Norfolk unless Islanders pay tax. 

"If residents of Norfolk Island were 
, to become eligible for Australian 
Government benefits, Including 
state-type benefits available in the 
A.C.T. and the Northern Territory, 
then it would Appear reasonable that 
the residents should be subject to all 
Australian Government taxes, includ¬ 
ing state-type taxes levied in the A.C.T. 
and Northern 1’erritory" the submission 

Benefits administered by the Depart¬ 
ment inclqde age, invalid and widows' 
pensions,(.maternity allowances, 
supporting mothers' benefits, double 
Orphans benefits, child endowment and 
.unemployment and sickness benefits. 


Christas staup first-day covers sell well 


FIRST-DAY COVERS of the r 
Norfolk Christmas stamps sold about 
as well as last year's despite confusion 
caused by changed postal rates. 

Revenue Manager Gil Hitch (currently 
acting Official Secretary) said about 
1200 of the first-day covers were sold 
for 75d each at the post office, and 
about 150 at Kingston. This meant 
income of just under $1, 000, much the 
same as the 1974 local sales. 
^^ar^reater^umbers^ar^soW^b^mail^ 


mostly on standing orders from stamp 
dealers and collectors overseas. 

One of the largest buyers is Crown 
Agents. 

Standing orders for new issues in¬ 
creased after the free-form U.P.U. 
stamps appeared. Increases in postal 
rates have not seemed to affect stamp 
sales, Mr. Hitch said. He knew of only 
one letter cancelling a standing order, 
which was from a pensioner who found 
he had to economise. 
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RADIO NORFOLK BUYS LATEST U.S. EQUIPMENT AND 
POLLS ISLANDERS TO FIND BEST-LIKED PR08RAHS 




THE BONGO VAN 


■ Mighty worker with forward control 

■ design allows maximum visibility and 

■ small turning circle for easy 

■ parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 

a load space. Economy plus. ■" 

5 And talk about handy! The 
I large side-opening sliding - ~ ’.igSte 
| door with its low loading 
a height plus easy access, 

J lift-up rear door, lets you ^ 

I load with a minimum of "“*1 Mi 
g effort. Four-wheel independent 
a'suspension too. 


i THE Va. TON 


» Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard 
■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 
5 — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 


THE BIG TON 


■ Here’s power,reliability % 

2 and performance. . " 

■ Here's 94 BHP from • 

| Mazda’s big 1600 CC jpftesgjfc 

■ overhead cant engine sfeBBefra* 
J in your choice Qf cab 

I and chassis, ute, tray or'^Mfsgij 
| container van. All-synchro 

I 4-speed gearbox, massive box 
section frame. Qab and chassisT^i 
I * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
| on all three vehicles. 


BUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: i. Vi. FITZPATRICK 


NORFOLK. ISLAND * SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 




N2 INSURANCE COMPANY CHOOSES OFFICE AND SETS 
READY TO LAUNCH NORFOLK'S INSURANCE SCHEME 


THE NEW ZEALAND Insurance group 
is ready to set up a Norfolk office as 
soon as their proposed Norfolk Accident 
Insurance scheme gets approved in 
principle in Canberra. 

Mr. Rolf Numan, district manager 
for the group, visited the Island last 
week for talks with the Administration 
and members of Council. 

He is the man who worked out the 
basic plan for the Norfolk scheme. He 
has visited the Island about 12 times on 
NZI business. 

He gave Councillors and the Admini¬ 
stration copies of a 24-page printed 
manual describing the operation of 
the scheme. NZI has printed about 
25 copies of the manual. If the 
scheme goes ahead it would print 
several thousand, for distribution 
to residents and visitors. 

As a "trial run" to show what the 
manual would look like, it lists 
Mr. Numan as Resident District 
Manager and says “This scheme 
is being administered at the Norfolk 
Island Office of the New Zealand 
Insurance Group, New Cascade Rd., 
behind the O. T. C.", 

Mr. Numan said he was ready to 
move full-time to Norfolk and open 
the office as soon as he could get a 
green light from Canberra. 

Norfolk in liabo 

"The scheme is at a very sensitive 
stage, ” Mr. Numan said. 'Every¬ 
thing at Norfolk Island is in limbo. 
There is no Administrator at the 
moment, the Royal Commission 
is going on, and it's very hard to 
judge, where Norfolk is going." 

The NZI scheme was designed to 
provide accident insurance for the 
Island on a basis suited to local;; 
conditions, rather than having 
much more complicated Workers 
Compensation and Third Party 
Motor Vehicle insurance schemes 
forced on Norfolk from Canberra. 

Council has approved the scheme 
in principle and requested that an 
appropriate ordinance be drafted 
for consideration. 

A legal description of what the 
ordinance needs to achieve has been 
drafted by Legal Adviser David 
Rumpitt. Typing of the draft was 
interrupted Friday when his 
secretary, Barbara Quintal, fell 
and broke her elbow. The draft 
should be sent to the Department 
this week for action. 

Mr. Rumpitt says the new 
ordinance would be complicated to 
write, because it involves a number 
of new precedents. 

Mr. Numan tdd the News that NZI 
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N. Z.INSURANCE PUNS TO MAKE 
ITS OFFICE IN THIS HOME IN THE 
DRIVEWAY BACK TO IRVINE'S 

would have four to six months of 
work to do on the Island before the 
scheme would be operating. He is 
concerned that approval might be 
given for the scheme, and residents 
might expect it to provide insurance 
cover at once, before this prelimin¬ 
ary work could be done. 

For this reason NZI would be 
prepared to set up an office on the 
Island before the ordinance became 
law, provided the Minister indicated 
general approval of the idea. 

NZl's proposal would give Council 
a chance to take over the operation 
of the scheme after three years' 
experience, if diey wanted to. Mr. 
Numan*said that if Cotncil wanted to 
do this, NZI would be prepared to 
remain on the Island and manage the 
scheme for Council on a fee basis 
if this was wanted. 

"The Administration and Council 
have beer, extraordinarily helpful, " 
he said. "I am very impressed by 
their co-operation. Canberra should 
not delay its processing of the 
scheme, as it is something for the 
good <f the people of the Island. ” 


Lion Governor here 

LIONS District Gpvemor David 
Rogalsky. is due Wednesday for a 
four-day visit to mark the Norfolk 
Group's Charter Night. 

Mr. Rogalsky of the 201st District 
will speak at the dinner to be held 
at the South Pacific Hotel, Saturday 
night. President Dan Yager said. 

Wei coned 

WELCOMED BACK at the Tourist 
Office this week was visitor, Miss 
Nulma Turner of Maunganui, New 
Zealand, recuperating after a recent 
illness by making her second visit in 
four years. 

13 October 197 5 


!Garden coapetltlon: 
here's the list of 
the winners 1 nanes 

WINNERS OF THE A & H Society's 
Garden Competition were announced 
late yesterday by president David 
Buffett. 

The two winners in the '.'Most Out- 
Standing Garden" category have kind¬ 
ly offered to open their gardens for 
public inspection between 11am and 
2pm today only. 

They are (first prize) Miss Sue 
Lingard, who lives at Longridge; 
and (second) Mr. Jim Eades, who 
lives in Yorlor Lane, off New Cascade 
Rd. 

Winners in the first nine categor¬ 
ies are: 

1. Best Hotel or Accommodation 
House Flower Garden - 

FIRST; Dolphin Inn 
SECOND: Panorama Court 

2. Best Newly-Established Flower 
Garden 

FlRSYT Mrs. Janie Carr (Branka House) 
SECOND; Mr. Owen Booth 

3. Best Small Flower Garden 
FIRST; Miss Lingard 
SECOND: Mr. Jim Eades 

4. Best Large Flower Garden 
ElliST: Mrsf Joyce Custance 
SECOND; Aunt Nin Christian 

5. Best Banana Plantation 
FIRST:' Mrs.' Sylvia NibSs" 

6. Best Orchard 

FIRST; J.H. &S.L. Ryves 

7. Best Vegetable Garden 
FIRST; Mr. Jim Eades 

8. Best Combined Garden & Orchard 
FIRST; Mr. Horman Plant 

9. Best Rock Garden 
FIRST; Mrs. Joyce Custance 

Pol lee motorbike 

ISLAND POLICE >WILL get their new 
motor bike about the end of the month 
-- a 350 cc road machine. 

Sergeant Peter Harrison said yester¬ 
day that the bike would be used for 
traffic work and routine transport. 

When only one car is available, he 
said, a situation often occurs where 
one man is called out and takes the 
car, and If another call is received, 
the other duty officer must wait till 
the car is back. 

... and a warning 

PARENTS are asked to keep a look 
out for children playing with dispos¬ 
able syringes. 

Sergeant Peter Harrison said yester¬ 
day that the syringes, with needle 
attached, had come to light in the 
last few days in the hands of children. 

The syringes had not been properly 
disposed of, and in the hands of child¬ 
ren could be dangerous and even fatal. 
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Time Is running put for the Lord Howe Island way of life 

It’s part of Australia, and Australian laws are 
set to end ”Islander preference” in June next year 


LORD HOWE ISLANDERS are strugg¬ 
ling to understand a sweeping set of 
changes that will end some of their 
basic ways of life. 

The Lord Howe situation has close 
parallels with Norfolk Island's situa¬ 
tion, and could be a pointer to Nor¬ 
folk's future. 

As on Norfolk. Lord Howe residents 
have always considered their commun¬ 
ity a separate place with its own tra¬ 
ditions, its own special needs, and 
its own special rules. 

Land on Lord Howe is widely held 
on "perpetual lease". When a home 
or block of land becomes available 
for sale, Islanders get first choice. A 
mainlander can't acquire a lease un¬ 
less no one on Lord Howe wants it. 

The unofficial motto of the Lord 
Howe Island Committee has always 
been 'The Island for the Islanders", 
and people born on the island have 
always had special rights. 

But Lord Howe is legally a part of 
Australia - - a "dependency" of New 
South Wales. And in modern-day 
Australia, it's no longer acceptable 
to have special rights for people born 
in a particular area. 

So Lord Howe Islanders, according 
to the N. S. W. Minister for Lands 
(Mr. J. Mason), are going to have to 
stop regarding themselves as being 
"different" and are going to lose their 
special privileges. 

(An account of Mr. Mason's 
announcement was included in the 
News two weeks ago.) 

Lord Howe residents have now put 
a flood of questions to the Island 
Committee, which has sent them on 


bis perpetual lease to a qualified 
resident "A" (who has been here for 3 
years) does he have to advertise the 
proposed transfer? If resident ’B" (who 
has been here for 20 years) wants the 
transfer would he have any preference? 
If resident "C” (an Islander who has 
lived here all his life) wished to take 
the transfer would he be considered? 
Would resident "C" have any prefer¬ 
ence?" 

Mr. Mason's announcement seems 
to make it crystal clear that resident 
"A", "B” and ”C" would be regarded 
as completely equal. 

A petition asking that the old laws 
be kept has been signed by 94' residents 
-- about one-third of Lord Howe's pop¬ 
ulation. 

The petition asks that "the definition 
of an Islander as in the Lord Howe Isl¬ 
and Act (1953) be retained in any future 
legislation and that leases in Perpetuity 
be granted only to Islanders. We fur¬ 
ther request that 'Islander Preference' 
apply in the case of the transfer of 
perpetual leases. ” 

Jim Whistler, editor of the "Signal", 
says that signers included both Islanders 
and non-islanders. 

But on the surface their request is an 
impossible wish that Lord Howe remain 
"a different place", as it used to be. 

The fact is that special preference 
goes completely against the grain of 


Australian principles of democracy. 

And if Norfolk's future form of admin 
istration makes it an integral part of 
Australia, like Lord Howe, the same 
principles will inevitably be applied 
here. 


AUSTRALIAN EXPERTS 
WANT TO HELP ISLANDS 


A GROUP OF professional consul¬ 
tants from Australia is making a 
Government-sponsored survey of Pacif¬ 
ic islands to see how their services 
might be useful. 

The mission has visited Fiji, the 
Solomons, the New Hebrides and Tonga 

It plans to cover Western Samoa and 
Manila as well. 

Included are consultants in the fields 
of agriculture, architecture, engineer¬ 
ing and tourism. 

In Tonga the group believed it could 
help in agriculture, tourism, and road 
and aerodrome development. 

Its tourist advice there would be 
aimed at controlling the impact of 
tourists on local communities and cul¬ 
ture. 



PACIFIC ROUND 


FIJIAN AND SAMOAN VISITORS ARE CONCERN TO N.Z. 


to Mr. Mason. 

The "Signal" says more than 40 of 
the questions were considered pertin¬ 
ent enough to be sent to the Minister. 

The questions seem to show that 
lord Howe Islanders can't really 
erasp the sweep of what Mr. Mason 
has said. His announcement said, in 
effect, that new legislation planned 
fornext June would wipe out all Isl¬ 
ander preference. The only qualifi- 
c ation for applying to hold land would 
he three years' residence --by anyone. 

But Islanders have now asked ques¬ 
tions like these: 

"If a leaseholder wishes to transfer 
The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


THE NEW ZEALAND government 
is concerned that a large number of 
visitors from the islands, is tending 
jo undermine the Tonga/New Zealand 
government work scheme. 

: Fraser Colman, Minister of Immi¬ 
gration, says he would like to extend 
the "Tonga model" scheme to both 
Fiji and Western Samoa. 

"The intention to extend the work 
permit scheme to Fiji and Western 
Samoa indicates the satisfaction of 
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the New Zealand Government that 
the scheme is a far superior thing 
for the welfare of the worker, and 
we are reasonably satisfied that this 
is the way to do it," he said in 
Nukualofa recently. 

However Mr Colman said that the 
large number of visitors from Fiji 
and Samoa to New Zealand is under¬ 
cutting the scheme because when 
employers in New Zealand find 
workers available to them, they 
will not go through the process of 




advancing air fares and finding 
accommodation. 

"Because of this," said Mr Col- 
man, "we have to reduce the visitors 
permits so that those travelling as 
visitors will be genuine tourists. We 
will then be able to channel all 
workers into the work scheme and 
also channel employers in New Zeal¬ 
and into the scheme, and the quicker 
we introduce the three island terri¬ 
tories into the scheme the better." 

Mr Colman said the New Zealand 
government intends to reduce the 
visitors permit to one month but the 
date for implementation will depend 
on discussions with government 
officials in Western Samoa and Fiji. 

Another major reason for the visit 
of the New Zealand Minister of 
Immigration was to present a proposal 
from the New Zealand government 
regarding an allocation of a quota 
for permanent residence in New Zeal¬ 
and. Mr Colman said he had pre>- 
liminary discussions with the Tongan 
Prime Minister last week, who has 
asked that a final decision he 
deferred until he had discussed it 
with cabinet ministers. 

Mr Colman said the initial proposal 
emanated from the New Zealand 
government last year, and at the 


time, a reasonably higher figure was 
contemplated for Tonga. 

"However," said Mr Colman, "out 
of necessity, the figure now proposed 
to present to the Tongan government 
had to be reduced considerably, 

"This figure is not a firm contract 
but it is still open for re-negotiation 
when the situation in New Zealand 
picks up and the economy has im¬ 
proved. " 

With reference to criteria for the 
selection of Tongans to settle perman¬ 
ently in New Zealand, the Minister 
said that the same criteria used by 
other countries will be used for Tonga 
to avoid discrimination. 

He said that one of the main con¬ 
siderations will be the element of skill. 

"The New Zealand Government 
hopes for a good cross-section of the 
population to fill the quota," said 
Mr Colman. "We also do not want to 
skim off the cream of your most able 
people or the. best educated. The 
method of selection will be left to the 
discretion of the Tongan government to 
distribute the opportunities equally to 
the population." 

When asked about Tongans visiting 
New Zealand on temporary permits 
and then seeking permanent residence, 
Mr Colman said that with the intro¬ 


duction of a quota for permanent resi¬ 
dence, all applications will have to 
be channeled through the Tongan gov¬ 
ernment in Tonga. 

"Our own immigration policy does 
not lend itself to people vdio come to 
New Zealand on a temporary permit 
and attempt to alter their status - we 
will have to request them to come 
back to Tonga and apply through the 
government here", said Mr Colman. 

"We often have people coming to 
New Zealand on a three months per¬ 
mit and on the last week of their 
permit they submit application for 
permanent residence. They then stay 
on indefinitely while their application 
is in the process of consideration, and 
we cannot continue to accept this 
practice." 

Mr Colman said he had already 
suggested to the Tongan government 
a figure for the number of Tongans to 
be accepted for permanent residence, 
but he could not disclose the figure at 
this stage of the negotiations. 

However Mr Colman said that after 
discussion of the scheme by the Tongan 
government, a joint New Zealand and 
Tongan government statement would 
be issued. He hopes for the imple¬ 
mentation of the proposal within the 
next two to three months at the most. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL 6UEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit In the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25)-; and SUNDAYdlnner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit . . . you'll want to return. 
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Utters 


EDITORIALS 


POHUTUKAWA TREE 

In the re-locating of the Rooty 
Hill Rd., on higher ground, can 
the self-sown young Pohutukawa 
tree which is looted high up on 
-"the left hand (going up) bank be 
saved. I first noticed it flowering 
about 1971, when it was a small : 

bush and have watched its progress 
to a decent sized and well shaped ' 
bush each time I used the road v 

which was nearly daily at that 
time. 

Since my return to the Island I 
still watch the tree as 1 use the 
road frequently and should hate to 
think that such tenacity and tri¬ 
umphant growth with flowering 
at such an early age might be swept 
aside as the new road is formed. 

Bill, too, had a personal interest 
in this bush and we thought that 
the seed from which it grew may 
have come from those flowering 
at Government House. 

HELEN McCOY. 

40-HQUR WEEK 

Reference (a) Your 29/9/76 report 
of the Soutli Pacific Hotel manage- 
ment/staff.dispute and (b) the 6/10/7 
letter from the staff concerned, answer¬ 
ing your report. 

In May 1973 the Honourable Gough 
Whiilartj directed that certain of die 
ifuernauonal Labour Organisation 
Conventions (including the 40 hour 
week?) >e implemented in Norfolk 
Island. 

Perhaps, the Norfolk'Island Admini¬ 
stration and/or the Norfolk Island 


IT MAY SEEM OUT-OF-TUNE with the times for anyone to stand up and make 
a defense of pollution and erosion, but someone needs to say something in 
favour of them, and it might as well be the News. 

The Department of the Environment says it is preparing an Australian law 
against polluting the marine environment. The law will doubtless apply to 
Norfolk. If so, it will make dumping at Headstone illegal. 

Such restrictions ate essential in heavily-populated areas. But it could well 
be that Headstone, unsightly as it may be sometimes, is the most efficient, 
most hygienic and least environment-damaging way Norfolk can dispose of its - 
refuse. Until someone does a proper study, we ought to resist Jaws that are 
laid on Norfolk Just because they make sense in Melbourne. 

The Department also says that Philip Island should be got under control 
and made green again. Why? Let them get grass growing all over Ayers Rock 
first, and if that’s an improvement, let’s have a think about Philip. 


But three cheers for the same Department’s stand on the proposed big 
expansion at the airport, so Oantas can use its 707s here. The Department of 
the Capital Territory is required by Saw to consider objections to its draft En¬ 
vironmental Impact Statement, and we trust their consideration will be fully 
genuine and that they will try their hardest to.keep big jets off Norfolk. 


Advisay Council would be able to 
explain the failure of employers in 
Norfolk Island to comply with the 
Prime Minister's direction. 

G.E. BROOK, 

(Editor’s note: the Deputy Admini¬ 
strator says that a Convention may he 
accepted, but until it has been trans¬ 
lated into an ordinance or by-law it 
has no power over people’s behaviour. 
He said there is no 40-hour law on 
Norfolk. 

He added that, at the Admin, 
outside staff work a 40-hour week, and 
inside staff a 38$ hour week. But he 
said that there is a good deal of 
flexibility, and that staff often do 


extra work without charging overtime, 
"There is a give and take on a lot 
of things, ’’ he said.) 

WARM WELCOME 

As we return to our home in New 
Zealand we should like to express 
our very sincere appreciation to 
tire many friends on Norfolk Island 
who gave us such a warm welcome 
and made our stay so enjoyable- 
time unfortunately did not allow us 
to visit all those who so generously 
invited us to their homes - but we 
look forward to seeing you in N. Z. 
RITA H1LLIER & HEATHER HARPER 










Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift oat this sapptaeni and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 


mmfwm tourist 



Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChe$ne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


this Week 

on Norfolk 

1 MONDAY 

j Housie, Leagues Club 
| Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
j Film, Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

Scjhool sailing Emily Bay 1pm 

! Film, sm'bord, Valley View 
I N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
i Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

I Film, sm'bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But (tot 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesi Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6 pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day arc the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then It can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and ; 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Ntmpex)j 



piteliillff KSHFOLK 
staeps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer 







We love music. 

If you love music as much as we 
you will ultimately want a SONY 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 


Features ■ C bands-FM, MV.', SW, SW 2 , SW 3 , SW, ■ Acuta 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW a 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW B Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control B Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch B Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) B Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage B 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. B An 
1C for great reliability and stability B Earphone jack and recording 
jack 



NEW PORTABLE STEREO RECORDER 

Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording B Two built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation B Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends B SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included B Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
B CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
•and rewind without disengaging playback mode B 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program B Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B4 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C” size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (*optional accessory) 


Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 
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tenenber Bond's Hours It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


The Island's only "bottle shop” is 
he Administration-run Bond Store, 
n the New Military Barracks 
lompbund at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
'riday from 10 a.m. to I p.m., and 
.gain from 2 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
t is closed the last weekday of each 
nonth for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample ge of 
pirits and liqueurs (about ha 
nalnland price),. Sydney, Mel- 
lourne and sometimes German 
ieers (about 12c a can less than 
nainland) and Australian and 
iuropean wines (about the same as 
nainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
>n duty to help you select. They 
»int out that the bond imports 
nost of its stock directly from the 
:ountries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
imited bottlings of reisling and 
laret in commemorative Norfolk 
li-Centenary bottles, and a 
;rowing range of miniature 
ottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
t the airport, for departing 
ravellers only, and charges a bit 
igher prices - worth the convenience 
f you want to take some cheer 
ack home with you. 


1 Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
nainly by community effort rather 
han by complicated welfare and tax- 
ition systems. One of the good causes 
>eople on Norfolk support and con- 


ribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
W nn . 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
JUvlU" • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 


Jentist: 9-5, weekdays only 


/1s1tinq:ii- 


As we hope visitors won’t have to 
earn by personal experience, the hos- 
>ital is well run. It's small, and simp- 
e in some medical ways, but it pro- 
>ides a great service for all. Like all 
lospitals, it depends on grants and 
ubsidies to cover its costs. 


If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
mur visit should make you wish there 
vere something you might do for the 
sland community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
nay be forwarded to the News.p.QBox 94. 


That correct gentleman, must have been discouraged. It is 

Captain James Cook, discovered said their morale and morals were 

Norfolk Inland in 1774. He spent deteriorating by 1803; home-made 

only part of a day here but was spirits may have helped or 

anchored offshore looking at it hindered them, 

for;an afternoon and a night. He By 1814 the Island was deserted. ■ 

thought it was like New Zealand In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 

and was particularly taken by penal settlement and was a hell on 

the Spruce Pines, as he called them, earth for most people living here, 

and being proper, thought of them as This .period lasted 31 years. In spite 

masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. of the misery a great deal of work 

(For historians. Cook's Journals and was done - land was cleared, fields 

Joseph Banks"Logs and even novels worked and lovely Georgian build- 

about Captain Bligh and Matthew ings were erected. It also was a 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-65 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.l. Administration. Copy by permission.) 


Flinders will really whet your time when some of the crudest 

appetite.) - ... .v were 

Just after the First Fl»e’ ju meted out. 

Botany Bay and me ^.e, muddy Syd- In 1855 the convict settlcnmn* was 

ney was beginning to be settled, abandoned and in June 1856, 194 

Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 

sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur here. These new settlers, 

Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply” to start descendants of the "Bounty” mutin- 

a settlement to prevent the Island eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 

being settled by any other European s and for romantic aod practical 
power. King took along 24 settlers, reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

15 of whom were convicts. The difficulties, uniqueness and 

For some time there was question of genuine Ic e of this Island of the 

whether Sydney in New South Wales families who stayed here would 

or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be take volumes of a historian's time, 

the most successful colony. (Sydney The marvelous th'ng Is that most 
on Norfolk Island was changed to did stay, and that a way of life 

Kings Town and then Kingston.) exists on this Island that cannot 

Both had hard times indeed, though easily be found anywhere else In 

in 1804 the population of free the world, 

settlers and convicts on Norfolk In 1855 Norfolk Island was 

totalled 1,100. created a "distinct and separate 

The Island settlement was hard to settlement." In 1913 the Island 

maintain for many reasons- distance became a territory of Australia. It 

and difficulty of access being two of is now administered by the 
them, and it was decided that Department cf the Capital Territory, 

bonded and free settlers should be with an Administrator appointed by 

moved to Tasmania. The settlers Canberra on the Island, and an 

had worked very hard to farm the Advisory Council elected by the 

land and eke out an existence, and residents of Norfolk. 


fisitors Welcome at 
L\. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11 a.m. Pastor John L. Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 
Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 
NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
HOSPTAI, AND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 O. T. C. -* International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart - 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


riDCM 7 rUVQ 7 Qfl om +n Q (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

Ul til f UAlO l • Ow am TO y pin only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk So we -carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ items 
.. . soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies. ..games., .artists' requisites: ..gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Crews that Work the Shi ps "8 htera « £ seem primitive. 

• The men who woi$, it |lmost all have 
other "normal" jobs, and turn out 


Many "Bounty” Nases In 

While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we’re ready when you 
are” system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island’s Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
fnd Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio stationj ' 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work arpund the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, . 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. . 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Nana Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts — all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot.- The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 
times gets knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges 
around $15. 

Sit’near the pier and watch for'an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
Small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections' 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SUNG 


AT DAY’S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 



means fabulous music 



Burns 
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The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 









Interview with Norfolk's no. 2 nan In Canberra: 

BILL SYRETTE SDNS DP HIS FIVE MEEKS MDRKIN6 IH THE ADNIN 


MR. BILL SYRETTE is Executive 
Assistant to the head of the Smaller 
Territories Branch of the Department 
of the Capital Territory - the Can¬ 
berra office that administers the gov¬ 
erning of Norfolk. 

He recently completed his longest 
stay on the island, a five-week period 
during which he was Acting Official 
Secretary in the Norfolk Island Admin¬ 
istration, filling in for Mr. C. 1. Buffett, 
who i? at present Acting Administrator. 

Here are excerpts from an interview 
he had with the News shortly before 
returning to Canberra last Wednesday. 

Q: Why were you sent to take over 
the Official Secretary's duties for this 
period? 

A: I was asked to come over by 
the Secretary of the Department. Be¬ 
fore Mr. Plckerd left as Administrate, 
he made a suggestion to Mr. Engeldow 
that I might come over during the in¬ 
terim, until a new Administrator 
arrived. Later on, because they 
thought it may be a fairly short 
period, they thought they might be 
able to do without me, and the Isl¬ 
and could use its own resources. How¬ 
ever there were further discussions, 
and when Potts took over the chair he 
talked with the Secretary and I was 
asked to come over. 1 can't say what 
the conversations were between the Sec¬ 
retary and the Deputy Administrator. 

what the Official 
Secretary does 

Q: What are the duties of the 
Official Secretary? 

A: Well, he's the Administrator’s 
right-hand-man, to start with. I sup¬ 
pose in other areas you give him 
different titles, like Administrative 
Officer, in some places maybe Deputy 
Commissioner. He has a whole range 
of responsibilities. He's the Purchas¬ 
ing Officer, Authorising Officer, he 
handles staff matters. Just about every¬ 
thing that happens in the Administra¬ 
tion comes across his desk, whether he 
actually handles It or not. It's * Very 
varied sort of job. He's involved'*^th 
the Coilncil. he's involved with various 
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Boards and other bodies that are set up 
within the framework of the Administra¬ 
tion. Actually I find it very similar 
to a job 1 had for some time in Darwin 
- Officer in Charge of Local Govern¬ 
ment. That Involved not management 
so much, but oversight of manage¬ 
ment of the various towns of the North¬ 
ern Territory, as well as liason with 
the Local Government Council in Dar¬ 
win. 

Q: What sort of specific things have 
you been doing here? 

A; I attended the meeting of 
Council, which Involves making 
sure as far as possible that things run 
smoothly, that when a file is needed 
that it's there, that everything that 
the Chairman needs is at his hand 
when he needs it — which involves a 
lot of preliminary work of course. 

And a little bit of nervousness before¬ 
hand, but when it gets started it's all 
right. 

"a little bit of 
pettifogging..,” 

All cheques that have been issued 
are countersigned by me. And author¬ 
ity to pay, all sorts of areas - - wages, 
goods -- I've got to satisfy myself 
that I'm authorising things that are 
within the various requirements of 
legislation and administrative pro¬ 
cedures, which requires I suppose 
sometimes a little bit of pettifogging 
or maybe sometimes a little bit of 
niggling, but then again, I’ve got to 
be sure in my own mind that I'm not 
exceeding what the normal Official 
Secretary would be doing; and also, of 
course, that I’m not establishing pre¬ 
cedents, or possibly taking some action 
which will later leave him out on a 
limb. 

There's other matters such as the 
appointment of staff, which I've 
handled. A vacancy which occurred, 
and applications invited, and it's tip 
to me to make the recommendation as 
to who should get the job. 

There's a lot of liason with the Sen¬ 
ior Works Supervisor on day-to-day 
matters, and of course there are de¬ 
cisions to be made on the expenditure 
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of funds - a matter involving $100, 00( 
- I was Involved in that recent one of 
the $100, 000 for the third generator ~ 
involved to the extent of taking up 
certain inquiries with the Department, 
and getting certain information necess¬ 
ary for our Council to consider the 
situation, and also, the Interim Board 
(the Electricity Board) to consider. 

Those are a few of the things that 
spring to mind. A terrific variety of 
stuff comes across the desk. A lot of 
It could be routine, I suppose. 

"additional costs 
are just Inevitable” 

Q: Wasn't the generator order a ftrrr 
one? 

A; It’s a firm order to some extent. 
It wasn't a firm order for the whole p:o 
ject. It’s not unique to Norfolk Island. 
I was in charge of the electricity under 
taking in the Northern Territory at one 
stage. We had exactly die same sit¬ 
uation, where our technical advisor 
had given us an estimate, we put it or. 
programme to get the funds, and 
suddenly we found ourselves lumbered 
with additional costs. They are just 
1 nevitable. The main thing is to fin:, 
out exactly what's Involved; if you 
think it's necessary argue with the tech 
nical advisors as to whether they're 
possibly giving you more than you ne e 

Q-. When have you previously come 
to Norfolk? 

A: I came here in August '73 -- 
that was my first trip -- and I think 
this would be about my seventh. I've 
had four this year. I was here for 
three weeks with the Royal Commission 
in August. In March I was here with 
the Minister. In January I was here for 
one week. But this is the longest. 
Previously I've come over on specific 
things. The first visit was on land 
matters - - we were just getting the 
amendments to the Land Subdivision 
Ordinance in. I felt the Council in¬ 
formed me on the proposal. There 
were two points on which we couldn't 
reach agreement, that ended with the. 
Minister. This is the first time I've 
been intimately involved, on a whole 
range of matters. 

It 



Q: How has that involvement changed 
your view of local Administration? 

A: It hasn't changed my view. Once 
again, drawing on a total range of ex¬ 
perience, I know roughly just what’s 
involved in a wide range of things. 

I've always appreciated that the Admin¬ 
istration here is a very busy body. This 
has just re-affirmed that. 


getting down to 
the nitty-gritty 


Q: Has your view of Norfolk as & 
place been added to? 

A; Yes and no. When you’re in a 
working situation here of course you're 
bound to meet different situations than 
you wot; Id either as a visitor even as a 
visiting officer, because you’re not 
getting down to the nitty-gritty. In 
this particular period, seeing it's so 
long -- five weeks -- I've been rubbing 
shoulders with so many people. I've 
made quite a few friends in that time. 
And a lot of acquaintances too. 

Q: When you get back to Canberra do 
you think this experience will make your 
work for Norfolk any different? 

A: I don’t think so. It’s hard to put 
it into words. I think we've got a fairly 
good affinity over there as a Branch, to 
the Administration, but inevitably, of 
course, in some ways we’re working on 
different lines. We're almost entirely 
policy-orientated over there. We do 
have some machinery involvement of 
course -- processing recommendations 
from the Administration that go forward 
to the Minister for things such as land 
matters, immigration appeals and these 
sort of things. We do hope, though, 
that our involvement there may de¬ 
crease, and that the Administration may 
be going directly to the Minister on a 
lot of these things. 

Q: As a result of the Royal Commis¬ 
sion? 

A: No, it’s just a short term arrange¬ 
ment. There is a suggestion that the 
Department may be by-passed in some 
of these things. It’s yet to be fully de¬ 
veloped. There are certain advan¬ 
tages. 

In getting recommendations from 
the Administration over there now, 
from now on I'll be more or less look¬ 
ing behind the scenes to a greater ex¬ 
tent, and possibly having a greater 
appreciation of what prompts certain 
recommendations, and why we've got 
to accept certain limitations which 
maybe from a desk in Canberra seem 
unreasonable. I think I may have got 
a greater appreciation of some of those 
limitations - you know, limitations of 
resources, funds, the variety of work 
involved. It certainly does help to 
have a practical knowledge of the work- 
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ing situation, there's no doubt about 
that. 

In Canberra you’ve got more resour¬ 
ces -- and varied resources --to get 
the job done. But here you lose one 
key man for a while, and of course the 
whole work situation in that area 
suffers. You can’t just call on some¬ 
one to come in and take over the 
function. 

Q: Will you file any particular re¬ 
ports when you get back to Canberra? 

A: No, I haven't been asked to, 
but I may do. I may be asked to 
comment on certain aspects of the 
period here, I don't know. I'll have 
to give some report, of course, on my 
stewardship in the period over here. 
Just what form that takes, I have no 
idea yet. 


who should 
run Norfolk? 


Q: The Department of the Special 
Minister for State made a Royal Commis¬ 
sion submission saying that they should 
take over Norfolk administration. Is 
this an old idea? Has it beeti known to 
your Department for some time that the 
other Department would like to take 
over? 

A; Yes. I think we commented on 
this in our submission, and I think we 
did briefly touch on reasons why there 
are, or could be difficulties -- there 
could be advantages, and there could 
be disadvantages. The matter, though, 
is of relatively long standing. It's been 
taken up at Ministerial level with the 
Prime Minister. It's also been taken 
up at Permanent Head level, between 
the Departments. And the Public Ser¬ 
vice Board has also become involved. 

But at this stage it still lies with the 
Department of the Capital Territory. 

I haven't read their submission , I 
don't know exactly what it says, and 
the Canberra office certainly haven't 
mentioned it to me in any of their 
phone conversations. 

Q: Have you enjoyed being here? 

A: Yes. It's been enjoyable. Of 
course personally, while it's enjoyable, 
my work back there has suffered. No 
one else is doing it. We're fairly 
short-staffed at the moment. And I 
suppose that means when I get back. 

I've got a backlog of stuff. But also, 
on a really personal basis, I've got a 
wife and four children over there, and 
this is eight weeks out of the last ten 
that I've been away, by the time I 
get back. 

Q: Where are you stopping here? 

A: Government House. Looking 
after myself in Government House. 
Haven't seen any ghosts. It's very 
dark and a quiet place at night-time, 
and I could imagine how people could 
imagine all sorts of things. 
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RAQIO NORFOLK — OCT 13 - 19 

* - frequency, 1570 KHZ 

NEWS: Non-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 World * 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local: 1 

10. 05 Ring of Bright 


MONDAY 
7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Country Meets 
Folk (Sylvia) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Black Opal 
11.00 Morning Concert 
11.30 Guest of Honour 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I’m Sorry I'll read 
That Again (Beryl) 
10.00 Local News 
10.05 Memory Lane 
10. 45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Vanity Fair 
12.00 Local News 

12.05 Sports Magazine 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7.00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope (Daphne) 
10. 00 News 


Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morn. Serial 

11, 30 Music 

12, 00 Local News 
12. 05 Intern T Call 

I. 0Q News 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music(Daphne> 

9.15 Arts Mag.fKathy) 
9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Ujcal News 
10.05 Inspector West 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 

1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) . 

9.15 iFrank Muir, 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

reporting 


Wsrld 8 Local 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11. 30 Insight 

12. 00 News 

1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY . 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
121 05 Top of Pops 

1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 
1.30*op 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

* Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 

4.60 Music(Daphne) 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 
5. 30 World News 

6.45 Children's story - 
The Silver Scissors 

7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (14) 

8.15 Music 

8.45 Play - A Good Day , 

for Stripey Tigers 
9.30 Music 



SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Son. 
planes permitting 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS. BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT T-HE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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NO, I WILL simply not go into ex¬ 
traneous detail on London matters: 
militant Sikhs refuse to wear crash 
helmets, the Spaghetti House siege 
moves into its fifth day costing England, 
the sick mistress of Europe, £5, 000 an 
hour.... 

On Tuesday evening (Sept, 30th) I 
decided to brave the seething audience 
at the English National Opera's pro¬ 
duction of Verdi's 'Don Carlos', con¬ 
ducted by Mark Elder. Mark had come 
to Norfolk Island before the opening 
season of the Sydney Opera House. We 
spent many pleasant afternoons stroll¬ 
ing along the cliffs out by the old Track¬ 
ing Station where I was a guest, dis¬ 
cussing^ outstanding pianists (particular¬ 
ly Michelangeli) our eyes airily tracing 
the white silent moments of a tern’s 
fragile flight. He had spoken with the 
warmest enthusiasm of Mr. Newbald's 
unique Garden Operas at 'Beverly' per¬ 
formed on Norfolk summer nights. 

I was so excited at the prospect of 
seeing him conduct the musical and 
philosophical statement of faith in 
the human spirit that is 'Don Carlos’. 

Verdi began the work in 1865 and 


the revision was completed in 1883. 
He also composed the 'Requiem' 
during those years. The plot is too 
complex to go into here. It is set 
during the reign of Philip 11 of Spain, 
the period of the 16th Century In¬ 
quisition. The absolute, unreflect¬ 
ing power mechanism of Church and 
State (ideas in action) is set in con¬ 
trast to the power of renunciation, 
sacrifice and love in the human 
spirit. Don Carlos takes a political 
stance in opposition to his father, 
Philip. The death of Philip's English 
Queen, Mary Tudor, meant that the 
beautiful Elizabeth (daughter of the 
King of France) originally destined to 
be the bride of Don Carlos, became 
the bride of his father. The opera 
is mined from this rich vein of pol¬ 
itical and romantic drama, the lib¬ 
retto a diluted adaption of a play 
by Schiller. 

Mark showed enormous talent in 
guiding this vast barque (began at 
6.30. ended at 10.45) to a secure 
anchorage. The manner in which 
the Grand-Inquisitorial machine wore 
away Philip's agonised resistance to 
murdering his own son, the wormy 
worm of jealousy, the burning of 
heretics (reminiscent of another Idea 
in Action - Treblinka) Elizabeth's 
prayer of renunciation, were in turn 
fastidious and opulent. Verdi’s aim 
was accomplished and the moral for 
our time, quite clear. 
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HELEN PAYNE 

HOW O p TEN WE long for some¬ 
thing when it is unavailable but take 
it for granted when it is plentiful? 

This, I feel, goes for a couple of 
vegetables which are presently easy 
to get and in fine form on our island 
right now. 

The first is the tomato but before 
we get around to using it let us take 
a look at its interesting history. 

It is one of the many fine things 
for which we must thank the Central 
' Americans of some five thousand years 
ago. Probably developed from a wild 
berry (there is still a variety in the 
size of a currant) its Mexican name 
sounded like tomatl and this was 
changed by the Spanish to tomate be ¬ 
fore it assumed our accepted name. 

In the meantime it was called pomme 


d'or or golden apple and even love- 
apple (as recently mentioned in these 
columns). 

With this romantic background you 
might expect it met with instant 
acceptance but this was not so as 
superstitious Europeans feared it was 
a poisonous berry for many years. 

We have here a soup that comes 
from La Paz on the Baja coast of 
Mexico. 

TOMATO PEPPER CREAM SOUP 

2 tablespoons salad oil 
2 medium sized tomatoes, peeled, 
seeded and diced 
1 small tin capsicum or 2 medium 
sized fresh capsicum seeded and 
cut into strips 
l£ cups chicken broth 
14£ oz. can evaporated milk 
sal? 

few dashes of Tobasco to taste 
(careful - very hot) 

£ lb. Cheddar cheese, diced. 

Heat oil in saucepan, add tomatoes 
and peppers if using fresh ones, if not 
add the canned ones last of all, cook 
until limp. Add broth and simmer 
slowly for about 10 minutes. Stir in 
milk; add salt and Tobasco to taste. 
Mix in the cheese and serve immed¬ 
iately. 


WITH ROCKERY AND sun loving 
flowering plants now coming into full 
bloom, one's thoughts turn to that 
dry spot in the garden where nothing 
seems to flourish no matter what one 
does. So what about making a rock¬ 
ery or rock garden. Choose your 
plants now, or start cuttings etc. in 
tins or better still polythene bags, so 
that they are well rooted and ready 
to plant out in or about April and 
May in a rockery prepared and ready 
for them. If you have a Kikuya 
grass problem, then kill it off with 
Dowpon Spray before setting stones 
etc. 

It pays to cover ground with black 
polythene to deter weed growth. 

Make pockets in stones, there to be 
filled with soil and allowed to consol¬ 
idate before planting. 

Some of the most colourful of suit¬ 
able plants are mesembryanthem, 
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common name being pigface - such 
an ugly name for so lovely a flower. 
Gazanias, Pedilanthus both varieties. 
Exotica and Tricolour. 

There are many cacti and succu¬ 
lents to choose from; these come in 
many forms and colourings. 

Setcrearia is a quick growing and 
lovely purple coloured foliage - loves 
full sun, grows easily from cuttings. 
Sedams, Crassulas, Kalanchos - slow- 
er growing than former but a must 
for rockery or rock garden. 

More about rock gardens next week. 

0: What is a Shadock? 

A; A Shadock is a large citrus fruit 
also known as Pomelo - very rich in 
Vitamins A and C. Will grow here. 

Q: What is Blue Mould? 

A; The one and same as Powdery Mil¬ 
dew. Dealt with previously - same 
treatment exactly. 
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A DRAGON APPARENT 
by Norman Lewis--- 

EVERYBODY OVER THE age of thirty- 
five needs an old pre-war school atlas 
that calls countries, previously colon¬ 
ial but now independent, by their old 
names. I'm still ignorant as to the 
whereabouts of Lesotho and Botswana, 
and the only reason I know that Zaire 
is the Belgian Congo is because 
Muhamad All beat George Foreman 
there just over a year ago. In fact a 
generation is growing up that will read 
an atlas to realise that Muhamad Ali is 
really Cassius Clay gone Moslem, in 
the same way as Africa's black repub¬ 
lics are colonies gone anarchic. It 
seems a long time ago that a pink 
river could be traced on the map of 
Africa from Cairo to the Cape. 

This week's book falls into this 
class; written about French Indo-China 
prior to nineteen-fifty-one. The 
author describes his travels over Laos, 
Cambodia, Vietnam (still unified), 
Annam and Cochin-China with note¬ 
book and camera before the storm 
broke. Already the Viet-Minh, head¬ 
ed by Ho-Chi-Minh, were on the 
march to Hanoi, and this book must 
have been one of the last to describe 
old French colonial elegance before 
liberation enslaved everybody. The 
(hain purpose of self-government for 
these peoples is an anthropological 
one in that the breakdown in govern¬ 
ment ahd communications will leave 
primitive tribes primitive whereas 
under colonial rule they would soon 
have been assimilated. The same 
thing will happen in the old Dutch 
blew Guinea; in West Irian there will 
be primitive tribes still to be studied 
by anthropologists in years to come 
that would have vanished long ago 
f>ut for the advent of inefficient in¬ 
dependence. 

The French and Dutch have always 
seemed to be better colonisers than 
the British. Take the Australian 
aboriginals, for instance; they are 
an embarrassment to every Govern¬ 
ment. You can be sure that if some 
hitherto unknown and mysterious dis¬ 
ease suddenly attacked aboriginals 
only and wiped out the lot in three 
days that after a week of crocodile 
tears and lip-service all political 
parties would sit back with a sigh of 
relief. 

Read this book as it is unlikely that 
you will ever be allowed to see for 
yourselves. 

HENRY SMITh. 
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fFRIUAY EXCHANGE RATES 


FRANCE 
H/KONG 
JAPAN 
N'LANDS 
ISWITZ’D 
W. GERMANY 


F.Fr 5.568 
HK$ 6.319 
YEN 379.31 
F 3.354 
S.Fr.' 3.372 
Dm. 3.257 


USA US$ 1.26002 

NOUMEA CP. Fr. 101.28 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 
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Tax Departaient says that tax haven cost Aust, 
millions and was only "haphazard" N1 benefit 

THE AUSTRALIAN Tax Depart- the arrangements without being 

ment has made clear iu stand onthe caught for tax in the process. Some 

use of Norfolk as a tax haven in a nwy be defunct, o» merely shells, 

submission to the Royal Commission. "Some no doubt are kept in exist- 

"A few individuals on Norfolk ence as part of a scheme to avoid, 

Island derived many hundreds of or evade, gift and death duties, 

thousands of dollars arising out of "Whatever the reason.. .successive 

the use of Norfolk Island for tax Australian Governments have made 

avddance of tax evasion, " says the it clear that they will use whatever 

Department. powers are legally available to 

"A slightly larger number of people counter tax avoidance or evasion 
received smaller sums for lending generally, and through tax havens in 

their names to transactions, and particular. " 

some received employment, e. g., The basic 43 page text of the 

typing, which would otherwise not submission is probably the most 

have been available. comprehensive description of the past 

"Some businesses would have gained use cf Norfolk as a tax haven that has 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 47 9/10/75 

TONY GUISEPPI appointed Inspector 
under slaughtering ordinance and 
licensor under sale of food ordinance. 
HOLIDAY; Show Day Monday 20/10/75 
DECLARED RESIDENTS; Allan & Joyce 
Dyer, William & Ada Forsyth, Rod & 

Jill Karl. Edgar & Joyce Middleton 
have applied. 

KARENNE QUINTAL appointed 
■ clerical asst., Records. 

NEW ELECTRICITY Service charges. 
Service calls $4 (minor) and $10 
plus $10/hr. (major); initial cpnn- 
ectiai fee $12.50; alteration inspect¬ 
ions free; defect correction inspect¬ 
ions free within 7 days, $8 afterward; 
disconnect/reconnect $10; meter reading 
on termination $2; other services $4 
min.; 1-hr. min. charge for ditcher and 
attendant $8.50. 

Electricity to be cut off if bills 
unpaid in 3 months. 

Unauthorised wiring or fittings: you must 
apply for approval by 23/10.75 or you'll 
be cut off. 

Permission must be obtained for any 
changes in wiring or installations. 
ESTATE of Elizabeth Anne Pyne to be 
administered byj.F. Campbell.. . 
ESTATE of Alec Christian: J.F. Camp¬ 
bell will apply to administer; any 
creditors should contact him. 

TO BE STRUCK OFF: 9/1/76: 

Ainsworth No. 1 (NI), Ainsworth No. 2 
(N'l), London Investments, (all Ltd), and 
Oceania Mutual Growth Fund. 

WOUND UP; Rental Cars NI Ltd, final 
rv, eting 7/11/75; R.W. Ombler Ltd, 
final meeting 12/11/75, 

OFFICIAL SECRETARY: Gil Hitch 
made Acting 8/10/75. 


extra revenue from taxpayers and 
advisers visiting the Island solely to 
set up or maintain schemes. 

"The bulk of the population 
received no direct benefits. 

"But the price of putting this money 
into the pockets of a few people on 
Norfolk Island was the loss to the 
Australian people of millions of 
dollars of what was rightly public 
money. The bulk of that money 
went, of course, into the pockets of 
the Australians who instigated the 
schemes. 

"To the extent that it went to the 
direct or indirect benefit of Norfolk 
Island (or even effect the amount 
of Australian expenditure in the 
administration of the Island) it did 
so in a haphazard, uncertain and 
inefficient way. 

"There seems to be no reason at 
all for accepting that any benefit 
--realised or potential--to Australia 
or the Island from the tax haven 
activities could balance the detri¬ 
ments to the Australian tax system." 

The Department says that 1973 
amendments to the tax laws "appears 
to have closed off the avenues for 
income tax avoidance resort to 
Norfolk Island. There is no evidence 
to the contrary, ” it says. 

But the submission adds that there 
are still more companies registered 
in Norfolk than would be expected 
for the ordinary commercial needs 
of such a small community. 

"Some may be being kept alive 
on advice from practitioners who 
are campaigning against the amend¬ 
ing legislation and who may have 
persuaded clients that one way or 
another it will cease to apply. 

"Some groups may not have 
found an effective way to dismantle 


been published to date. 

It tells how companies were set up, 
and how they were advised to operate. 
It outlines many different methods 
used to escape tax. 

CHARTERED ARGOSY HAY 
CLEAR AIR CARGO JAM 

AIR CARGO BACKLOGS are buildinf 
up in Sydney and Auckland, and 
Burns Philp, Norfolk agents for Qanta:. 
and Air New Zealand are examining 
the possibility of a special cargo 
flight to get current again. 

At the weekend Qantas reported it 
had 3625 Kg on hand at Mascot, and 
that there was no relief in sight 
until mid-November. Only minimal 
amounts of cargo are being carried 
on the DC-4 flights at present. 

Manager Lyle Snell says Air New 
Zealand is looking into the possib¬ 
ility of a chartered Argosy flight to 
bring waiting cargo here from Auck¬ 
land. 

The Argosy carried 10, 500 Kg of 
payload, and would be able to bring 
in not only N. Z. cargo but the con¬ 
signments waiting at Mascot, if 
Qantas flew them to Auckland. 

Flight* This Mask 

From To From To From To 
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THE NEW LEADERS 



From Sydney 

ILE da LONIERE voyage 8 

• DIVERTED FROM THE AUCKLAND 
RUN TO REPLACE THE ILE de FRANCE 
(which has had mechanical problems) 
ON THIS VOYAGE — 

ETD SYDNEY 
16th October 
ETA NORFOLK 
21st October 

BACK CARGO BOOKINGS 
TO ONEHUNGA 
ARE BEING ACCEPTED 


From Auckland 
ILE de LONIERE 

voyage 8 

ETD ONEHUNGA 
27th October 
ETA NORFOLK 
29th October 


VOYAGE 55 FROM SYDNEY 
PORT de FRANCE 
ETD Sydney 7 NOVEMBER 
ETA Norfolk 11 NOVEMBER 

CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 81 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES 'SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND-TBL2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC* agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCCs agents In 

in Auckland) Maritime Services Ltd- - - Phone 75509 Sydneys Hethertngton Kingsbury P/L, Rmm RT.lgtl 





The individual woman’s right to be 
organised as an abrolute human being .. 
with*the same righs and privileges as 
her ftale coitnterp;irt is what Women's 
Lib means to M/s Helen Walshe. 

There has been much publicity 
in the last year or so concerning 
Women's Lib and I rternational Women's 
year that I thought it would be inter¬ 
esting to find out w tat a few women 
have thought about t, here on Norfolk. 

I asked Helen, writ is a teacher by 
profession why she i igned M/s . 

Its a form of protest .igainst women 
having to make itc.eir whether they 
are "Miss", or "Mrs. ” whereas the 
man is always ’Mr." 

Helen doesn’t advoc.u.i the bra- 
buming male-dofnin^tia g stand of 
some.enthusiasts, but tees believe 
that it is time working women, 
housewives and mothers receive their 
rights. Although the atilt ide has 
changed as far as educating womert is 
concerned -- she feels tha once a 
girl has received tlie educat on she 
desires and then starts job lu nting 
she should not be discriminated * : 
against because she is a female; How 
many women are given the opportun¬ 
ity to advance to managerial positions 
in large firms or factories; how many 
women head schools, or represent 
the cause of women on councils. Why 
is it that a woman has to "prove" she 
is capable whereas a man is accepted 
;.t face value. In a situation wf/ere . 
qualifications are equal, who would be 
chosen for the position, a man or a 
woman? Helen cited an instance, of 
an acquaintance, a highly qualified 
woman who had risen to a responsible 
positicn in a firm. She was told by 
the "bosses" that this was as far as she 
would advance.' This sort of attitude^ 
makes Helen jump up and down in a ' 
fury, 

"The more 1 think about the many 
and varied aspects of Women's Lib, 
the happier 1 ant what I am," were 
Mildred Bataille's comments. She 
feels that both men and women have 
their different roles to play in life, 
but sincerely believes that "women 
have what it takes to do what they 
wart. Intuition and gentle persu¬ 
asion are a woman’s greatest assets 
and when applied to the 'stronger 
sex' can have considerable effect. 
Mildred couldn’t think of an instance 
where women's rights could be 
betteied, provided they use what 
they were born with for the better¬ 
ment of their daily lives. "I'm 
happy to be a woman and let the 
men take care of the more complex 
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and frustrating decisions. 

June Ryves. a person who has found 
other, interests since her family has 
grown tip, believes Women's Libbers 
are just another splinter group who 
are rebelling against some social 
injustice. Everyone, regardless of 
their sex, religion, colour or creed 
should be able to do whatever he or 
she wished. Why force, for instance, 
an aboriginal community to be inte : 
grated with a white society if this is 
against their wish. However, the 
opportunity should be available at the 
same time, for an aborigine who did 
wish to follow the white man's way of 
life. A woman should feel proud of 
whatever career she chooses, mother* 
hood too, which can.be a mgst re¬ 
warding and full time occupation. 

The trouble arises when the mother 
continues in the same role after her 
children have grown up and left 
home. This is the opportunity for 
her to develop her own interests and 
will make her a more interesting 
person ip her own right to whom 
the children will want to return 
to ask - "What are; you up to now." 

Wife, mother and part-time radio 
announcer, Beryl Lackey, feels that 
she genuine Women's Libbers 
were Emily Parkhurst and her band 
of suffragettes who agitated in the 
1880's until women were given the 
• vote. The term "Women's Lib" she 
feels has been misused and abused 
to such an extent by the press and 
exhibitionists that many of them are 
making considerable profits and it 
has become an individualist’s cause 
instead of a worldwide cause, en¬ 
compassing basic human rights for 
women. Beryl disagrees with 
Germaine Greer and her followers; 
castrating females. They are who 
disregard the biological and emotion¬ 
al differences'between men and 
women. She feels they are demean¬ 
ing women, stripping them of their 
feminity. Why should they tell us 
we should feel this way or that way? 
Everyone should have the right to 
do whatever she wishes whether that 
be stopping, at home or following a 
full time career. 

Jan Christian, President of the N. 1. 
Wives & Mothers' Club has combined 
. this role in the community most 
successfully with her role as a wife, 
and mother of two small children. 

Jan feels a woman should not be made 
to feel her place is solely in the home 
if she wishes to pursue an outside 
. interest as well. This makes her 
more stimulating company for her 
husband and also broadens her out¬ 
look on life. *Jan feels that womeo- 
should have more say in community 
affairs, and would like tp see a 
worn an councillor.* Not’only would 
such a person bring a different 
point of view forward, she would also 
be able to bring matters forward which 
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Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P.Q. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 

;■ Proprietor and Editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
Editorial Contributors this issue: 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker Mc¬ 
Coy Michafel Moran, Helen Payne, 
Butch Quintal, Henry Smith, VL2NI 
Staff,; 

• Tyrie, Shelley Buffett and Jan 
Pearson. < 

Production, John Pearson. 
Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if‘pos- 
tage rates rise again. 


NEWS "MlnlAds" 


[tin sale at Prentice j 

! Beauty kit with hair dryer and | 

! power manicure set, with acces- jj 
series in mirrored compact case. f 
Perfect gift. New, cut to $22. 50. j 

Boots for sale 

1 Pair Jodphur Boots size 5, brand | 

I new.. Contact Bobby Lloyd. 


Electric cooker j 

New "National" multi-purpose Party jj 
Cooker, for tempura, fondues, etc,, p 
'still in box, reduced almost 50*7c to 
only $22.50 at Prentice's. 

Weekend typlnq 

The News needs intelligent, able 
typist to learn typesetting process 
and help produce the paper, about 
5-8 hrs each weekend. Write box 94. 


might be areas of concern for other 
women in the community. 

International Women's Year has 
perhaps made women think a bit 
more then they would otherwise have 
done, of their role in today's society; 
it has broughtgroups of women to¬ 
gether to discuss common problems. 

I wonder whether the women in 
Norfolk should do anything to recog¬ 
nise International Women's Year? 
Would it just be another meeting to 
attend, is it necessary to recognise 
it at all? Does It mean that ’al ihe 
end of 1975 that’s the end of women's 
apportunity to air their views? in any 


J. 


22 




‘dars Norfolk ’ 


"DUFFY’S GEN", the RNZAF 
roneod newspaper from 1944, included 
a Historical Supplement. 

Featured in the issue of November 
29th. 1844, was this account of The 
Melanesian Mission & Memorial Chapel. 

The Chapel is a memorial to Bishop 
Pattesbn, first Bishop of Melanesia, who 
was murdered on the island of Nukapu. 
on September 20th, 1871. The Bishop' 
(John Coleridge Patteson) was an out¬ 
standing personality, and in the fif¬ 
teen years in which he ministered in 
the Mission, endeared himself to all 
with whom he came in contact. This 
seems to make his death by murder 
difficult to understand, but there is an 
explanation. Between the penulti¬ 
mate visit to Nukapu and the fatal 
last, the Island had been upset by a 
visit from a ship which was recruiting 
labour for the plantations in Fiji. The 
ship lured five of the young men of 
the Island on board by telling them 
that the Bishop was ill. When they 
were safely on the ship sail was set, 
and the five men were taken away. 

The anger of the Islanders was at its 
height when the "Southern Cross", 
the Melanesian Mission Ship, arrived 
at the Island. The tide was low, and 
the passage through the reef too danger¬ 
ous for any but native canoes to nego¬ 
tiate. The Bishop transferred to one 
of the canoes which, as on previous 
occasions, came out to meet them. 
There was no sign of hostility; the 
Bishop had made many friends on his 
earlier visits, and the probability is 
that everything would have been all 
right if, at the back of their minds, 
the natives had not had "eye for an 
eye" dictum. This was part of their 
island code. Five men had been taken, 
and the lives of five men were re¬ 
quired. 

The Bishop was made the guest of 
the Chief and lay in his hut. When 
the Chief returned to his hut after a 
leave of absence, he found the Bishop 
dead, murdered by someone wielding 
a native club. The sight of the other 
four men who had accompanied the 
Bishop, who were waiting just outside 
the reef for a higher tide, seemed th¬ 
aw aken the spirit of revenge in the 
minds of the natives, who began to 
attack them with bows and arrows. 
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Three of the occupants of the boat 
later tfied from the wounds received, 
and were buried at sea. The log entry 
for the day says, "Twenty first, Sep¬ 
tember at 7.30pm, buried the Bishop. 
4pm, Nukapu about seven miles. We 
cannot get clear of the cursed Island 
1 where the Bishop was murdered. " 

The murderer was discovered, but 
had to lie in the bush until the wrath 
of the Chief had subsided. Then he 
came out, but the people would have 
nothing to do with him, and he ban¬ 
ished himself to Santa Cruz Island, 
where he was in mm murdered. His 
; sister became a convert and one of 
the most influential workers the 
Mission ever had. In 1885 Bishop 
Selwyn took down to Nukapu a large 
memorial cross, which was erected 
near the scene of the murder. The in¬ 
scription on the disc says. "In memory 
of John Coleridge Patteson. D.D., 
Missionary Bishop whose life was taken 
by men, for whose sake he would have 
willingly given it. Sept. 20th, 1871.” 

The foundation stone of the Memor¬ 
ial Chapel is to be found near the 
Organ Chamber, (unmarked), and 
was laid on November 22nd, 1875. 
Much of the stone was quarried at a 
reef west of Emily Bay and suitable 
pines were cut and dressed. Only the 
heart of die oldest and best timber was 
used. Besides the local stone, yellow 
sandstone was brought from New Zeal¬ 
and but proved unsuitable for the 
climate, while the marble pavement 
came from the quarries near Torquay. 
The Chapel itself is cruciform, with 
apsidal end and verandah porch. The 
foundation and walls are of local sand¬ 
stone. 

The Melanesian Mission established 
its headquarters at Norfolk Island in 
1867, and remained for fifty years. It 
received from the Crown a grant of two 
hundred acres freehold and a block of 
eight hundred acres was acquired by 
conditional purchase for £2.10. 0 an 
acre, to be resold to the Government 
at the same price should the Mission 
not require its further use. The first 
chapel was a small wooden building, 
which was replaced in later yeats by 
Saint Barnabas Chapel. A large staff 
of clergy, deaconesses and teachers 
was attached to the station, and also a 
printer. Schools, a dining hall, resid- 
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ences, dormitories and workshops were 
built, and beautiful gardens and lawns 
surrounded these. A large area was 
kept in cultivation by the Mission boys, 
for the production'of foodstuffs, and 
groves of trees were planted. The blue- 
gums of Hurlstone Park were a part of 
these, and are now large trees. Three 
hundred Solomon Island boys and girls 
were brought to Norfolk Island to be 
trained in agriculture and domestic 
work*’ and were given a simple educa¬ 
tions to fit them for service in their 
villages when they returned. The girls 
were housed and trained by the deacon¬ 
esses and wi ves of the clergy in their , 
homes. 

Bishop George Selwyn, afterwards 
Primate of Ngw Zealand, and who swam 
ashore on hirfirst visit to Norfolk Island, 
was the first Bishop, and he was succeed¬ 
ed by Bishop Patteson. Bishop John 
Richardson Selwyn, son of the Primate 
and bom in New Zealand, spent several 
years between Norfolk Island and die 
Melanesian Islands. As he was bad¬ 
ly crippled with sciatica on his Ba¬ 
tura from one of his voyages, a bone 
operation was necessary. It was per¬ 
formed by a doctor of the Mission 
staff and the Government Medical 
Officer, So primitive was the med¬ 
ical equipment, that an ordinary meat 
saw was the only instrument available 
for the purpose. The Bishop returned 
to England in ill. health, and was 
appointed Chaplain to Queen Victoria. 

The greater proportion of the land 
which was originally purchased by the 
Mission, (all the conditional purchase) 
was resold to the Government, which 
again resold it to settlers, some of 
them from New Zealand. The Mis¬ 
sion Road runs through this area. Of 
the original buildings only the Chapel 
and the Bishop’s House (now the Nor- 
folkTsland Hospital) remain today. 

(That is, in 1944, when the "Duffy’s 
Gen" article was written.) 

The editors ofDuffy’s Geri’express- 
ed their appreciation of Mrs. Ellen 
Moltke, of Mission Road, "for pro¬ 
viding access to her interesting 
collection of historical data and 
{legend, and for her personal assist¬ 
ance. " The News thanks her too, 
jand the unknown editors of "Duffy's 
Gen", -- and again, Kassy being, who 
drew the wartime paper to our notice, i 




SENDER' 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 20c* i 
To New Zealand 40^ 


TO: 


-SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 


As agents for Uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to tak*. 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine 




.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill In address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the'address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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FIFTEEN CENTS 



"WAITING TO BE JUDGED" 

Winners 
in Show 

4 pages inside 

"A REALLY TREMENDOUS RESPONSE, " 
A&H Society President David Buffett 
said late last night after one of the 
most colourful Shows in 115 years. 

An estimated 1600 people paid 
their way into the Bi-Centenary 
Showground and enjoyed the panora¬ 
ma of displays inside Rawson Hall and 
activities in the grounds outside. 

Of the over-all prizes, only one 
was conferred last night: David Re¬ 
gal took out the "Best Exhibit in the 
Hall" award for the second straight 
year with a Norfolk Pine coffee table 
inlaid with a chess board. 

The other across-the-board prizes 
will be announced at Presentation 
Night, to be held at the Bounty Bar 
of the South Pacific Hotel on the 29th. 

Mr. Martin, equestrian judge, will 
give a period of tuition in show ri¬ 
ding at the Bi-Centenary Centre. 

Mrs. Martin will give a working 
session for anyone interested in needle¬ 
work at the school at 8pm Wednesday, 

Mr. Martin hopes to give a demon¬ 
stration in horsebreaking if a young 
animal that has not been handled 
can be found. 


QANTAS MAN SAYS N.l. RUN 
TO BE OBSOLETE BY 1980 


THE SYDNEY - NORFOLK air ser¬ 
vice does not fit sensibly into Qan- 
tas's long-term planning, according 
to the airline's Planning Manager, 
Larry A. Ollson. 

Under cross-examination in the 
Royal Commission hearings in Can¬ 
berra he made it plain that even if 
the Norfolk airport is expanded to 
take Boeing 7 07 jets, the run would 
soon be uneconomic for Qantas once 
again. 

Within five years, he said, 707s 
will be obsolete for Qantas, and all 
other routes will be serviced with 
747 jumbo jets. 

Mr. Ollson said he did not know 
personally why Qantas serviced the 
Norfolk run, which had lost $4. 6 
million in the past five years. 

"We are the country's internat¬ 
ional airline, " he said. "I take it 
that we were directed to continue 
to operate the service. " 

Qantas would not want special air- 

Editorial: Page 8 


craft for the run because it wan an 
international airline and could not 
use the specials in Australia to make 
them pay. 

Mr. Ollson denied accusations of 
inflated costs levelled at the air¬ 


line at earlier sittings of the Com¬ 
mission. 

Costs were apportioned according 
to methods used by all international 
airlines. 

Advertising was directed to the 
Norfolk run and the route was not 
used to train junior pilots. 

However, he conceded that not all 
the costs comprising the claimed 
$1 million loss would be elimin¬ 
ated if the run was dropped, because 

(Continued on page three) 

ADMIN SEEKS 
$100,000 LOAN 

NORFOLK HAS ASKED for a loan 
of $100, 000 to pay for the increased 
cost of a third generator. 

If the Australian Treasury grants 
the loan, it will want interest at 
the rate of about 9.2‘ft a year. 

Interest payments of $9,200 a 
year would mean the Electricity 
Undertaking would have to raise 30^ 
more revenue that it did in the last 
financial year. 

Some of the increase could be met 
by being able to generate and sell 

(Continued on page three) 
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The Masport President 
advanced family mower. 




confirms mower owners rate 
Masport the most 
reliable motor mower. 


The Masport 
President is a trouble- 
free starter, everytime. 
An easy pull on the 
fingertip starter and the 
President is ready for 
business. The engine 
has been thoroughly 
tested under the 
toughest conditions so 
that in ten years’ time it 
will start the same easy 
way as it does on our 
showroom floor. 


Two engines to choose 
from 

(Briggs and Stratton 
4 stroke; or Johnson 
Iron Horse 2-stroke) 


All Aluminium Armour 
Alloy body. 

(It’s light, strong arid 
will never rust, never 
shake apart.) 


An "Austernpered" 
blade 

(especially hardened to 
stay sharp far longer, 
won’t break or fly 
apart) 


Wide sealed-bearing 
wheels for easier 
pushing, (they won’t 
sink into a damp lawn 
and are complete^ 
maintenance free) 


A safety skirt moulded 
into the body 
(a skirt to protect you 
even at the top cutting 
height) 


$148.81 

Current price 


Adjustable handle 
heights 

(comfortable however 
tall you ard) 


Safety Dcfiector Flap 
(deflects stones or 
other solid objects, 
downwards and away 
from you when you're 
using the catcher) 


Fingertip height 
adjustment 
(seven different 
cutting positions) 


A patented Ejcctamatic 
metal catcher 
(dumps the whole load 
with a flick of the 
wrist) 


Central Service Station 

MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 




GAY LIBERATION REACHES NORFOLK: ISLAND'S 
15 'C.A.H.P.'s MAY FORM LOCAL BRANCH 


A leading spokesman for Aust¬ 
ralian homosexuals has made 
two trips to Norfolk to organise an 
island branch of CAMP — the Cam¬ 
paign Against Moral Persecution. 

The New South Wales branch of 
Camp has 15 members, male and 
female, living on Norfolk. 

The spokesman. Mr. Martin 
Smith, a freelance writer, of Syd¬ 
ney , also told the Royal Comm¬ 
ission he had seen marijuan. grow¬ 
ing wild on Norfolk. 

Mr. Smith said he spent three 
weeks on Norfolk late 1974 and 
two weeks early 197 5. 

At the moment, the Norfolk 
homosexuals were debating whether 
to form an island branch of Camp 
or jilst a Gay Liberation group, Mr. 
Smith said. 

They were divided over the issue. 

Mr. Smith said he had a Master of 
Arts degree from University College, 
London, and was national convenor 
of Chutzpah, the Jewish homosex¬ 
ual organisation. 

A Chutzpah committee had drawn 
up the human rights section of Mr. 
Smith's submission. 

Qantas shares NZ 
airline's profit 

(Continued from page one) 
this included staff used for the other 
duties. 

Cost of this overhead item was 
$285, 000, Mr. Ollson said, so that 
the direct loss of the route was 
$760, 000. 

Mr. Ollson also confirmed that 
the two DC-4s were fully written- 
off. 

He told the Commission that Qantas 
bought half the capacity of the char¬ 
tered F-27 flying from New Zealand 
four times a week under Air New 
Zealand. 

This meant that Qantas shared half 
the profit of $30, 000 a year. 

For practical purposes it was a 
break-even operation, but better 
than the quarter-million-dollar loss 
Qantas had incurred using the DC-4s 
on the Auckland-Norfolk run. 

There was no sign that the $760, 000 
subsidy had been either granted or 
refused. Mr. Ollson said. 

"It is still in abeyance, as far as 
I understand, " he said. 

Qantas had looked at the gover¬ 
nment's estimates for the current 
financial year and had been unable 
to discover the figure. 
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One of the roles of Chutzpah was 
to concern itself with Royal Comm¬ 
issions. 

"It is a function of Chutzpah be¬ 
cause we have available to us so 
many legal people who are Jewish, " 
Mr. Smith said. 

Camp was an umbrella organis¬ 
ation for homosexual groups such 
as Chutzpah, the Catholic group 
'Acceptance' and the Protestant 
'Metropolitan Community Church.' 

"We do not go into an area pros¬ 
elytising. It is only when people 
have made contact with us, and 
then we go across -- with, if you 
like, the expertise we have on the 
creation of groups and how to 
write letters to the editor or deal 
with the media and with the pol¬ 
ice and other people" Mr. Smith 
explained. 

He knew 15 residents of Norfolk 
were Camp members because they 
paid their annual subscription and 
were on the mailing list of the 
magazine. 

Mr. Smith strongly advocated 
independence for Norfolk so the 
island could legalise victimless 
crimes such as homosexuality 
and use of cannabis. 

He produced two cannabis plants 
for the Commission and a match¬ 
box of seeds he said could be the 
beginning of an island industry. 

Cannabis, the source of hashish 
and marijuana, was already grow¬ 
ing wild on Norfolk, he said. 

Mr. Smith suggested a program 
for Norfolk of legalising cannabis, 
breeding superior cannabis strains 
and setting up a cannabis market¬ 
ing board. . 


Primary Producers 

ELECTIONS FOR a new Primary Pro¬ 
ducers Board are likely to be held 
before Christmas. 

The present Board members have 
held office, with one exception, 
since the first elections six years 
ago. 

Many members of the Board feel 
they have done their share 


Cabinet to confirm I 
new Administrator | 

AS OF LAST Thursday morning, the 
Secretary of the Department of the 
Capital Territory (Mr. Engledow) re¬ 
ported to the Deputy Administrator 
that no new Administrator had been 
named. 

The Deputy Administrator says that 
the target date for the appointment 
had been two weeks ago, but his own 
"wishful thinking" target was now the 
end of this month. 

He said the decision has to go be¬ 
fore the Australian Cabinet for rat¬ 
ification. 

With Australian .politics in turmoil, 
a Minister raising the subject of a 
Norfolk Administrator just now could 
probably risk being thrown through 
the Cabinet Room wall. 

MEANWHILE the Island continues 
to bubble happily with rumours, the 
latest from Kingston being that the 
Administrator's office will be moved 
into Government House, beginning a 
process of putting greater day-to-day 
responsibility on local shoulders. 

Electricity rise 
seems certain 

(Continued from page one) 
more electricity, but another rise 
in electric bills seems a certainty. 

Deputy Administrator C. I. Buffett 
said the loan had been requested 
after the latest meeting of the In¬ 
terim Electricity Board. 

He said the Board has urgently 
asked the Australian technical ex¬ 
perts to prune every non-essential 
item in the expansion, in order to 
reduce the blow to Island finances. 

Norfolk had set 'aside the $250, 000 
that was estimated as the installed 
cost of the third generator. Mr. 
Buffett said it was possible that the 
unexpected $100, 000 over-run might 
be manageable without a loan, but 
that Treasury assistance had been 
requested "to be on the safe side". 

Cost-cutting measures suggested 
by the Board include cancelling the 
expansion of the power house, which 
is felt to be desirable but not es¬ 
sential. 


Three Magistrates sitting today 


MAGISTRATES Fred Jowett, Brenda 
Reed and Ross Reynolds will sit in 
the Court of Petty Sessions at 10 a. m. 
Tuesday, electing a chairman among 
themselves. 

They will hear an application for 


re-instatement of a driver's license, 
charges of negligent driving and un¬ 
licensed driving by a man, and a 
chambers matter. 

There was no court sitting last 
week. 
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THE BONGO 


I Mighty worker with forward control 
■ design allows maximum visibility and B| 

I small turning circle for easy ^ 

parking, tight manoeuvrebility. ^ 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of .••• 

■ load space. Economy plus. 

5 And talk about handy! The ,, 

I large side-opening sliding 
| door with its low loading 
■ height plus easy access, 

■ lift-up rear door, lets you 
■ load with a minimum of ; 

| effort. Four-wheel independent 
-suspension too. 


■ THE V2 TON 


■ Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard 

■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 
5 — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 


THE BIG TON 


■ Here’s power, reliability * 

I and performance. 4 

Here’s 94 BHP from .. < 

| Mazda’s big 1600 CC ira*Ba gB=SL- 
■ overhead cam engine 
5 in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray or 
J container van. All-synchro 

1 4-speed gearbox, massive box JB 
section frame. Cab and chassis^^l 
■ * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
■ on all three vehicles. 


RAGE 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


Propmtor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 
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PITCAIRNERS 'JUST NOT INTERESTED IN BUSINESS' 
FORMER ADMINISTRATOR DALKIN TELLS COMMISSION 


Pitcairners are just not interested 
in business, in the opinion of a 
former Norfolk administrator. 

Opportunities and capital had 
been available over the years and 
if taken, would have given Pit¬ 
cairners at least half the island's 
commerce. 

"They have not chosen to do this, 
and I do not think they will in 
future", Air Commodore. R. N. 
Dalkin told the Royal Commission. 

In the accommodation field, the 
council did lean towards Pitcairn- 

"But I did constantly point out to 
council — or tried to — that the 
initial ownership of a business ven¬ 
ture might be fine for an Adams, 
a Quintal or a Young to get it go¬ 
ing. 

tremendous offer 

"But historically, in five years or 
a decade, if someone moves in and 
makes a tremendous offer, it is no 
longer a Pitcairn-owned business, ” 
he said. 

The Royal Commissioner, Sir 
John Nimmo, raised what he call¬ 
ed the difficult question of land 
sales. 

Many Pitcairners had spoken of 
their affinity with the land, yet 
.hey had sold more than half Nor- 
;olk to outsiders. 

Air Commodore Dalkin said; 

"I have seen respected Pitcairners 
conclude an important and val- 
i able land deal, selling their land 
one day — - and two nights later, 
in the Rawson Hall, be on their 
leet, waving their arms, and say¬ 
ing: 'The people are selling their 
birthrights. 

He felt that Pitcairners would be 
the first up in arms at the prospect 
of total independence from Aust¬ 
ralia. 

By contrast, a large number of 
traders might well prefer full in¬ 
dependence because they would be 
better off financially. 

Such independence was not a 
viable proposition before the end 

Colby dies 

A REGULAR VISITOR to Norfolk, 

Wil Colby, of Epsom, Auckland, 
has died in New Zealand at 81, 
leaving a widow. 

An uncl e of Leslie Dryland, Wil 
Colby, and his wife, had planned a 
ninth visit for next February. 
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of the century, i f ever. Air Com - 
modore Dalkin felt. 

Self-government could be granted 
in stages, and the island was more 
than ready for the first stage. 

Islanders tended to be very res¬ 
istant to change, yet the council 
had developed skills it did not 
have seven years ago. 

Islander councillors had learned 
a lot, and new blood had brought 
in fresh outlooks and better train¬ 
ing. 

An early step could be the ab¬ 
olition of his old post of admin¬ 
istrator, and Government House 
could be turned into a pay-as- 
you-enter museum. 

Air Commodore Dalkin crit¬ 
icised the present bureaucratic 
administrator in Canberra, say¬ 
ing the Department of Capital 
Territory could not do as good a 
job as the old External Affairs 
Department. 

Decisions affecting Norfolk 
were made by low-level public 
servants who didn't know the sit¬ 
uation, and the Administrator 
had to unscramble the resulting 

Norfolk was faction-ridden. 

"This is a very complex sociol¬ 
ogy", he said. 

One-third of the community 
were Pitcairners, one-third 
Australians, and the rest was 
made up of New Zealanders, Brit¬ 
ish, Americans, and others. 

Superimposed were business and 
professional, and religious comm¬ 
unities. 

On some issues, a group like 
Pitcairners would stick together, 
and on others fly apart, and this 
was true of other groups. 

Letter to Queen 

A LETTER from 11 former Pitcairn¬ 
ers to King Edward VII has been shown 
to the Royal Commission as evidence 
that the Islanders have believed they 
owned the whole land. 

The letter, submitted by Australian 
Estate Agent Gordon Wallace, was 
written on the death of Queen 
Victoria. 

Dated June 11, 1901, the letter says: 
"She in our time of need granted us 
Norfolk Island when Pitcairn Island 
was getting too. small for our commun¬ 
ity and in caisequence beginning to 
be in straitened circumstances etc” 
they wrote. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 



CORGRftTBUTIONS TO THE 
A A H SOCIETY SHOW WIPERS 

and to all the exhibitors, 
Comittee members and vol¬ 
unteers who aade the 1975 
Show such a success and a 
pleasure to visit 


A “Good Garden” IDEA FROM IRVINE’S 



Shrub# and vine* 
need systematic pruning 



Remove suckers on 
single stem shrubs. 


They can detract from 
beauty by depriving the 
main body of the plant 
of food. 



Cut flowering shrubs 
' (e.g. Hydrangea) for 
required bloom. 

High cuts-more flowers; 
low cuts-larger blossom. 



To let light into the 
centre and improve 
appearance of shrubs 
remove sprouts that 
grow upward or Inward. 


The what and why 
of pruning 

A question which is asked quite frequently is- 
“What do we achieve by pruning?”>or “What 
happens if we don’t prune?”. 

The answer is simple. Plants will grow wild. 
Masses of tangled stems and branches will keep 
out air and sunlight. Inner growth will die, 
the outer growth will be immature and spindly. 

Pruning should be done for a purpose. 

Here are a few reasons why we should prune! 

1. To shape young plants and trees for better 
appearance. 

2. To control or keep within bounds established 
trees and shrubs. 

3. To encourage faster growth in side shoots and 
flower buds. 

4. To remove dead or badly diseased wood. 

5. To promote better or larger fruits or flowers. 

6. To increase the volume of fruits or flov/ers 
although reducing size. 

7. To make it easier to cultivate and spray trees 
and to harvest fruit. 

8. To repair damage caused by storms or lack of 
plant food. 


Prune out small unwanted shoots from your 
trees during the growing season, as soon as you 
notice them. *" 

Shrubs are best pruned when dormant or after 
flowering, depending on the species. 

Refer to a reliable, practical gardening book 
before pruning mature shrubs and trees, 
especially fruit trees. 


Pruning young trees 
to improve shape 



Branches close together 
and rubbing. Cut weaker 
of two lirnbs back flush 
with main branch. 



Remove limbs which 
contribute lea?* to shape 
of trees before they 
achieve -nature growth. 



Remove lower branches 
of trees, as tree develops 
good top and strong trunk. 


HOME, shop & 

GARDEN CENTRE 


IRVINE'S 

PHONE 2065 


OFFICE, HOTEL 4 
BUILDING SUPPLY 



SHOW RESULTS. .. SHOW RESU 
VEGETABLES 

Best 12 Pods of Broad Beans: 1, Doll 
Sanders; 2, D & P Sills. 

Best 12 Pods of Beans, Green, Dwarf, 
or Climbing: 1, Paul Barning; 2, Val¬ 
erie Christian Bailey. 

Best Beetroot-Globe: 1.& 2, R. H. 
Nobbs. 

Best Cabbage Conical: 1, R. H. 

Nobbs; 2, M. H. Smith. 

Best Cabbage Drumhead: 1, Sylvia 
Nobbs; 2, Margaret Buffett, 
i Best Three Carrots Long Red: 1, A. 

Barr; 2, Lou Evans. 

Best Three Carrots Shorthorn: 1, 

Eric Adams; 2, P.J. Summerscales. 

Best Cauliflower: 1, Paul Barning; 

2, Sylvia Nobbs. 

Best Head of Celery: 1, Eric Adams. 
Best Three Chokos: 1, Mrs. Kit 
Donkin; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Cucumber-Long: 1, Julie South. 
Best Twelve Pods of Green Peas: 1, 

Puss Anderson; 2, Margaret Buffett. 

Best Collection of Herbs: 1, Doll 
Sanders; 2, Mrs. Kit Donkin. 

Best Three Kumeras. (Any Variety); 
Sylvia Nobbs. 

Besr Head of Lettuce. (Any other 
'ariety): 1, Eric Adams; 2, Valerie 
Christian-Bailey. 

.Best Six Onions; ), Eric Adams; 2, 
Jimmy Taverner. 

Best Three Parsnips; 1, R.H. Nobbs,; 

2, Julie South. 

Best Three Potatoes: 1 & 2, Puss 
in Be-son. 

Best fable Pumpkin; 1, Lou Evans. 
Largest Pumpkin: 1, Hadyn Evans; 
v Philip Evans; 3, Nola Christian. 

Best Three Radishes; 1 & 2, D & P 

Sills. 

Best Head of Silverbeet; 1, Eric 
..dams; 2, Paul Barning. 

Best Head Of Spinach; 1, Anthony 
Ugg; 2, Gary Bigg. 

Best Land Taro: 1. Lou Evans; 2, 

Hadyn Evans. 

3e‘-:t Three Tomatoes: (Ripe) 1. A. 

Barr; 2, R.H. Nobbs. 

Best Three Turnips (Swede for Table 
Use); 1, P.J. Summerscales; 2, O.A. 
Fortune. 

Best Three Turnips: (Any Variety) 

!, Lou Evans; 2, P.J. Summerscales. 

Best Three Yams: 1, R. Hemus. 
Heaviest Yam: 1, R. Hemus. 

Best Collection of Pumpkins (One of 
each Variety); 1, Lou Evans. 

Best Collection of Vegetables (One 
of each kind): 1. Lou Evans; 2, A. 

Bart; 3, P.J. Summerscales. 

FRUIT 

Best Bunch of Bananas (Cavendish); 

1 & 2, Alan Bataille. 

Best Five Avocado Pears; 1, Lou Evans. 
Best Hand of Bananas (Ripe): 1 & 2, 


LT S. . . SHOW RESULTS. ..SHOW 
Alan Bataille. 

Best Three Grapefruit (Imported 
Variety): 1& 2, J.H. & S.L. Ryves. 

Best Three Grapefruit (Norfolk Is¬ 
land): 1 & 2, Paulette Eastwood. 

Best Two Dozen Guavas (Red): 1, 
Paulette Eastwood; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Five Lemons (Norfolk Island): 

1, E. M. Burrell: 2, Lou Evans. 

Best Fiv». Lemons (Smooth Skin): 

I, J.H. & S.L. Ryves; 2, P.J. Sum¬ 
merscales. 

Best Two Dozen Mulberries: 1, 

Mrs. M. C’iV ‘P; 2, Jodie Williams. 

Best Five Oranges (Norfolk Island): 

1 & 2, Paul v te Eastwood. 

Best Five Oranges (Valencia): 1& 2, 

J. H. & S. ^ Ryves. 

Best Six Pasdonfruit (Hawaiin Green): 
1. Lou Ev .ns; 2, W.M. Pitcher. 

Best Six P tssionfruit (Hawaiin Ripe): 

1, R. Hemu ; 2. Lou Evans. 

Best Pat 1 iw (Green): 1, Lou Evans^ 

2, R. He it s. 

Best Paw \ aw (Ripe): 1& 2, C. 
Barkman. 

Best Bun lit of Rhubarb: 1, P.J. 
Summersc l> s; 2, Eric Adams. 

Best Two izen Strawberries: 1, 

Eric Adam: 

Best Collt • on of Citrus Fruit (Three 
• of each kini V. 1, J.H. Ryves. 

Best Colle< ii in of Fruit and Nuts 
(Not more t? a three of each kind): 

1 & 2, Paulc V Eastwood. 

\ 


FARM PROD! Ci 

Best lib But, h - Home Made: 1 & 2, 
Joyce Custanc V 

Best 6 Fresh i \ p - Duck: 1, O.A. 
Fortune. \ 

Best 6 Fresh E \ - Hen: 1, David 
Buffett; 2, Cell \ igg. 

Best 6 Carrots | tJhite.- 1&2, P.J. 
Summerscales. | 

Best Bundle, of : h erne: 1, R. He mux 
2, J.H. & S.L. tires. 

Best Sheaf of O. |t : 1 P.J. Sum¬ 
merscales. 

^COOKING 

Best Home Made Jl.ead (Corn): 1, 
Sylvia Nobbs. 

Best Soda Loaf: i \ Ngaire Douran; 

2, Sylvia Nobbs. ! 

Best Old Fashione I Damper Loaf 
(White or Brown): ’ M. Freshwater; 

2, Ngaire Douran. i 
Best Six Home Ma k Scones: 1, 

Ngaire Douran; 2, L Ifieta Matea. 

Best Six Meringues | 1. Ngaire Douran; 
2, Mrs. M. Clapp. [ 

Best Six Pikelets: j, E. E. Nobbs; 

2, Dyann Fitzpatric . 

Best Six Rock Cak. ; L Diane Buffett; 
2, Andrea Hattersle) . 

Best Banana Cake-. I, Dyann Fitz- 


RESULTS. . . SHOW RESULTS... 
patrick; 2, Denise Boniface. 

Best Block Orange Cake (No Icing): 

1 & 2, M. Freshwater. 

Best Butter Sponge Cake: 1, M. 

Fresh water; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Block Chocolate Cake (No 
Icing): 1, M. Freshwater; 2, E. 

Cooper. 

Best Rainbow Cake: 1, M. Fresh¬ 
water; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Sponge Roll; 1, Mrs. M. Clapp. 
Best Sponge Sandwich (Any Filling- - 
No Icing): 1. Valerie Mathys; 2, E. 

E. Nobbs. 

Best Twelve Lemon Tarts: 1, M. 
Freshwater; 2, Mrs. M. Clapp. 

Best Coconut Pie: 1, Mrs. M Clapp. 
Best Coconut Custard Pie; 1, E. 
Cooper; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Cream Pie : 1, E. Cooper; 2, 
Ngaire Douran. 

Best Lemon Pie (Without Meringue-- 
Using Island Recipe with Condensed 
Milk): 1. Ngaire Douran; 2, M. Fresh¬ 
water. 

Best Lemon Pie (Any Recipe): 1, 

Mrs. M. Clapp; 2, Sylvia Nobbs. 

Best Pumpkin Pie: 1, E. Cooper-, 

2, Mrs. M. Clapp. 

Best Collection of Biscuits (One of 
each): 1, M. Freshwater; 2, Ngaire 
Douran. 

Best Collection of Small Cakes (one 
of each, Decorated); 1, M. Fresh¬ 
water; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best School Lunch; 1, Denise Bon¬ 
iface; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Roasted Chicken; 1, Ngaire 
Douran; 2, Ligieta Matea. 

Best Roasted Duck: 1, Ngaire Douran. 
Best Roasted Turkey: 1, Ngaire 
Douran. 

Best Roasted Trumpeter: 1, Mrs. 

M. Clapp; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best fruit Cake: 1, M. Freshwater; 

2, Val Foote. 

Best Plum Pudding; 1, Val Foote; 

2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Iced Novelty Cake: 1, E. 

SCiulli; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Collection of Norfolk Island 
Cookery (To Include Kumera and 
Banana Pilhis, Anna Mudda, Com 
Bread and Baked Com^: 1, Ngaire 
Douran. 

Best Butter Cake: 1, Val Foote; 2, 

Pat Anderson. 


Best Jar of Fig Jam; 1, P. M. And¬ 
erson; 2, Mrs. M. Clapp. 

Best Jar of Yellow Guava Jam: 1, 
Mrs. Kit Donkin; 2. Mrs. E. O. An¬ 
derson. 

Best Jar of Yellow Guava Jelly: 1, 
Ngaire Douran; 2, Mrs. Kit Donkin. 

(Results continued on P. 17) 
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EDITORIALS 


WHILE NEWS BROADCASTS from the rest of the world crackled with reports 
of violence, political tension, assassination threats and distress, Norfolk was 
at the Show, admiring the neighbors’ flowers, vegetables and skills. 

The Agricultural and Horticultural Society’s annual event, which has 
been delighting and challenging the people of the Island for 115 years, is 
very close to the core of what is best in life on Norfolk. Congratulations 
and thanks to its officers, Commitee members, stewards, judges, prize¬ 
winners and exhibitors for giving the Island such an outstanding day. 

• 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION is already beginning to yield real benefits for the 
Island. One of them is a thorough airing, with cross-examination, of the plans 
for future air service between Norfolk and Australia. 

In June a team of eight Australian Government officials described the Jet- 
port plan to a public gathering at Rawson Hall. Their attitude seemed plain: 
after a complete review of the various possibilities, the only practical answer 
they could see was to enlarge the airport to handle large jets used in Australia. 
It was not economic to think of odd-man-out types of aircraft. 

Now Mr. Larry Ollson, Qantas’s Planning Manager, has said under ques¬ 
tioning that in five years the Boeing 707 will be odd-man-out, just as the DC- 
48 are today. He says Qantas won’t be using anything but giant 747s on its 
other runs by about 1980. 

If this is so, the Department of the Capital Territory’s air service plan is 
merely a temporary patching job. 

A big jet airport would change Norfolk Island for generations to come. 

It would be near-tragic to set these long-term changes in motion merely be¬ 
cause Qantas needs them, if Qantas is good only for a few years. 
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letter 

Thank you for your foot¬ 
note-containing comments from 
the Deputy Administrator--to my 
letter of 13/10/75. The Internat¬ 
ional Labor Organization Conven¬ 
tions mentioned in my letter, do 
not refer to Norfolk Island Public 
servants, who already enjoy con¬ 
ditions of employment almost 
equivalent to mainland public 
servants and surely the Norfolk 
Island Public Service Ordinance 
does not require employees to 
work overtime without pay? 

I am well aware that, apart from 
the staff of the Administration 
and other instrumentalities, there 
is no 40-hour week law in Norfolk 
island and one can well ask-why 
not? 

At a 1973 local Advisory Council 
meeting a Councillor questioned 
the applicability of the Internat¬ 
ional Labor Organization Conven- 
ions to Norfolk Island, which query 
conveniently overlooked the fact 
that the Conventions apply not to 
the Island land mass but to human 
beings who work in the Island. 

Encouragingly, though, the 1975 
Racial Discrimination Act applies 
to the inhabitants of Norfolk Island. 

G. E. BROOK 





Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island, 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChejne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouque:? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tour it 
Bureau; or write the Ncws,_P. O. Box 94 


3 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30, Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say " this is crazy, ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar. (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people .. 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

i MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
i Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
! Film. Norfolk Hotel 
TUESDAY 

Commandant’s Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
| Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
i WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay lpm 
Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
N.I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, Sm'bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele- . 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jest Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes), 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harr)’ Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be ’out of town’ 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne’s Store at Hospital Comer 


H 





Research Makes the Difference 



STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER TC-224 



Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording BTwo built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation B Automatic fuli mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends B SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included B Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
B CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode B 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program B Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B 4 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127*- (‘optional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the TC-224, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels. It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of "stereo" in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


He love music. 

If you love music as much as we do, you will ultimately want a SONY 
AUTHORISED SONY DEALERS 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL SEIKO 

ABC HOBBY CENTRE CAMERALINES 

BARRETTS PIONEER 

BROWSE ABOUT HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


CAUTION: only the above outlets issue Sony International Warrant 






Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

Low-Priced Grog, bat NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
Reaeober Bond's Hours It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 

In the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Pi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
IW+rm* 9. 30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
UUGlUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting X 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P.QBox 94. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only pan of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians, Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent tc Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build- * 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. - 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



Visitors tfelcone at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9,30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p. m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11am;and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
;SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT’S A 


PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


HDCM 7 n* VO 7 OH Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UiLN f UAYO I *0U cUH XO y pin only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that.... ) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper. ..personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers!.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies...games...artists’ requisites...gourmet foods.,.sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Crews that Work the shiDS Ii s htera 8 es > ,sten,ma y seem P riinitIve ' 

” R ™ The men who work it almost all have 

other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the island. 
The heavy work is done by small 


Many "Bounty” Nanes in 

While you’re on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn’t have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffett, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo — canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters'a re swept into pierside 
oflswell, eye and 

judgrnenrf^miiy of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 


WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE LIGHTER IN. 
times gets knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at alt. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges. 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you’re fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections' 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 


MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING 



AT DAY'S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 










SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use . 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS A ND SU PPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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RADIO NORFOLK — OCT. 21 - 26 

frequency, 1570. KHZ. 

NEWS: Hon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 Wbrld S 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local: 1. World S Local 


TUESDAY 
7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I"m Sorry I’ll read 
That Again (Beryl) 

10,00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Vanity Fair 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

WEDNESDAY 
7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 Ring of Bright 
Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial • 

11.30 Music 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Intern’l Call 
1. 00 News 


THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Mag. (Kathy) 

9. 30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Inspector West 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Frank Muir (Beryl) 
10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.2 0 Bookworm 

reporting 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 
11.30 Insight 
12.00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 

Another Country 


1. 00 News 

I. 15 Church of England 

SATURDAY ' 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 

4. 00 Music 

4. 45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children's story - 
The Silver Scissors 

7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (15) 

8.15 Play - Sweet Talk 

9.45 Music 

10.15 Close 


ly attired congregation, the mosaics 
glitter with spiritual life, rare marbles 
and tapestries permit a dance of ilium - 
ination, incense in an aromatic clouo 
rises within the Cupola of the Ascension 
and from the coro spezzati or separate 
choirs at the four points of the compass, 
a ceremonial motet by Giovanni 
Gabrieli fills the soul with joy and the 
inexplicable satisfaction of belief. Our 
divided selves know little of such chaste 
ecstacy. 

My thoughts were turned in this direc - 
tion by a recently released recording of 
Gabrieli's music by the Kings College 
Choir, Cambridge conducted by David 
Willcocks. This is one of the finest 
choral recordings 1 have heard (such 
music presents engineering difficult¬ 
ies and often disappoints). The per¬ 
formance is joyous. The four choirs 
are well balanced for colour and con¬ 
trast. The brass is not too forward and 
embellishes the choir's texture with 
energy and delight. The two organs 
provide a weighty foundation for the 
polyphony which is in turn dark and 
jubilant. All the settings were intend¬ 
ed for ceremonial occasions in the 
Venetian Republic. "In the which I 
was so transported, and wrapt in High 
Contemplations, that there was no room 
left in my Whole Man... " (Thomas 
Mace 1676). 

VENETIAN FESTIVAL MUSIC 
EMI CSD 3755 - available in Quad¬ 
rophonic also. 

21 October 1975 



"It is my intention to remain at 
Venice during the winter, probably, 
as it has always been (next to the East) 
the greenest island of my imagination." 

Byron to Thomas Moore 1816 

MORE THAN A thousand days have 
passed since 'my last painful visit to 
Venice (painful because I had broken 
my toe shortly before). I stayed in a 
small but sumptuously decorated 16th 
Century palace (converted to an hotel) 
and took breakfast on the rooftop over¬ 
looking the Bacino di San Marco and 
the plunging water-buses. The trans¬ 
lucent yet sultry air inspires the eye 
with a radiant reality. Despite die ob¬ 
vious decay, the city has retained a 
deep sense of life and discovery in the 
restoration process. 

The Renaissance (so uncharacteristic 
a period in Western art) did not separ¬ 
ate the development of the senses, but 
ravished the whole personality at once. 
Accelerate your imaginative currents 
into the 16th Century, a Venetian fest¬ 
ival is in progress, perhaps the conse¬ 
cration of die Doge in St. Marks. Shaft! 
of golden light pour into the interior 
of the basilica flooding the magnificent- 
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SHOW RESULTS. .. SHOW RESU 
(Continued from P. 7) 

Best Jar of Red Guava Jelly: 1, Val 
Foote; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Jar of Lemon Butter; 1, S. Sum- 
merscales; 2, Ngaire Douran. 

Best Jar of Marmalade: 1, Mrs. A. 
Hunter; 2, Val Foote. 

Best Candied Lemon Peel; 1, Mrs. 

M. Clapp. 

Best Candied Orange Peel; 1, Mrs. 

M. Clapp. 

Best Jar of Pickled Onions: 1 & 2, 
Ngaire Douran. 

Best Jar of Preserved Tomatoes: 1, 

P. M. Anderson; 2, Mrs. M. Clapp. 

Best Jar of Chutney: 1 & 2, Joyce 
Custance. 

Best Jar of Pickles - mixed, mustard: 

1, E. E. Nobbs. 

Best Jar of Pickles - mixed, vine¬ 
gar; 1, Mrs. Jeannie Vincent; 2, Mrs. 
M. Clapp. 

Best Bottle of Tomatoe Sauce-. 1 & 2, 
Mrs. Kit Donkin. 

Best Collection of Jams; 1, P. M. 
Anderson. 

Best Collection of Preserved Fruit: 

1, Ngaire Douran; 2, P. M. Ander¬ 
son. 

POTTED PLANTS 

Best African Violet - Single; 2, 

Valerie Christian-Bailey. 

Best African Violet - Double: 1, 

Lama South; 2, Valerie Christian- 
Bailey. 

Best Anthurium: 1, Paulette East- 
wood. 

Best Begonia-Rex: 1 & 2, Jill Karl. 

Best Coleus; 1, Margaret Eastgate; 

2, Jan Keeping. 

Best Cyclamen (Flowering): 1, Val¬ 
erie Christian-Bailey. 

Best Fern Maidenhair: 1, Kit Donkin; 
2, Doll Sanders. 

Best Fern (Any other Variety): 1 & 2, 
Kit Donkin. 

Best Hanging Basket of Flowering 
or Foliage Plants: 1, Margaret East- 
gate; 2, Norma Inglis. 

Best Flowering Plant in Bloom: 1, 

Kit Donkin; 2. Doll Sanders. 

Best Geranium (Single or Double): 
1&2, Doll Sanders. 

Best Potted Plant (Flowering, Fol¬ 
iage or Fern): 1, Paulette Eastwood; 

2, Jill Karl. 

Best Collection of Coleus: 1, Mar¬ 
garet Eastgate. 

Best Collection of Ferns (Asparagus 
and Pilea (Artillery Fern) are not 
Classed as Ferns): 1 & 2, Doll San¬ 
ders. 

Best Collection of Flowering Plants: 

1, Paulette Eastwood; 2, Doll Sanders. 

Best Collection of Potted Plants; 1, 
Paulette Eastwood; 2, Doll Sanders. 

The NORFOL-K ISLAND NEWS 


LTS...SHOW RESULTS. .. SHOW 
Best Collection of Native Norfolk 
Island Potted Plants: 1, Doll Sanders. 

Best Orchid in Bloom: 1, D. F. 
Greenham. 

Best Collection of Cymbidiums: 1, 

D. F. Greenham. 

CUT FLOWERS 

Best Twelve Acalypha Leaves; 1 & 2, 
Joyce Custance. 

Best Antirrhinum: 1, Tony Mathys: 

2, Kathleen Macrae. 

Best Carnation (Fringed Edge): 1, 
Kathleen Macrae; 2, T. Stanton. 

Best Carnation (Plain Edge): 1, 

Tony Mathys; 2, Kathleen Macrae. 

Best Geranium (Single): 1, Joyce 
Custance; 2, Bianca Bums. 

Best Geranium (Double): 1. M. 
Freshwater; 2, Doll Sanders. 

Best Fuschia; 1 & 2, Noelle Bur¬ 
rell. 

Best Gerbera - Single: 1, Bianca 
Burns; 2, Kathleen Macrae. 

Best Gerbera - Double: 1, Bianca 
Bums. 

Best Gladiolus: 1, R. Hemus; 2, 
Valerie Christian-Bailey. 

Best Hibiscus - Single: 1 &2, Joyce 
Custance. 

Best Hibiscus -Double: 1 & 2, 

Joyce Custance. 

Best Larkspur; 1, Sylvia Nobbs. 

Best "Match Me" Leaf: 1 & 2, 

Joyce Custance. 

Best Orchid-Cymbidium: 1, D.F. 
Greenham; 2, Mrs. E. M. Burrell. 

Best Rose: 1, Tony Mathys-, 2, 

Joyce Custance. 

Best Sweet Pea: 1 & 2, Joyce Cus¬ 
tance. 

Best Collection of Antirrhinums; 

1. Tony Mathys. 

Best Collection of Carnations: 1, 
Tony Mathys. 

Best Collection of Geraniums 
(Any Variety): 1, Kit Donkin; 

2, Doll Sanders. 

Best Collection of Gerberas 
(Single): 1, Sylvia Nobbs; 2, 

Bianca Bums. 

Best Collection of Gladioli: 1. 

Valerie Christian-Bailey. 

Best Collection of Hippiastrums: 

1, Noelle Burrell. 

Best Collection of Larkspurs: 1, 

Sylvia Nobbs. 

Best Collection of Lillies; 1, 

Kit Donkin; 2. Geggi Anderson. 

Best Collection of Phlox: 1, M. 
Freshwater; 2, E. Clarke. 

Best Collection of Roses (one of 
each Variety): Tony Mathys. 

Best Collection of Stocks (One 
Bloom of each Colour): 1, E. E. 

Nobbs. 

Best Collection of Sweet Peas 
(One Bloom of each Colour): 1, 

21 October 1975 


RESULTS. .. SHOW RESULTS... 
Kit Donkin; 2, Joyce Custance. 

Best Collection of Orchids (One 
Bloom of each Colour): 1, D. F. 
Greenham. 

Best Collection of Flowers (No 
more than 2 or each kind and 
Colour); 1, Tony Mathys. 

Best Collection of Wild Flowers 
and Berries: 1, Denise Boniface; 

2, Elizabeth Chapman. 

FLORAL ART 

Most artistic Arrangement - any 
container; 1, J. Sills; 2, E. Sciulli. 

Most artistic Arrangement - in 
a bottle: 1&2. E. Clarke. 

Most artistic Arrangement - in¬ 
side a bottle: 1, Norma Inglis. 

Most artistic Arrangement - 
dried seeds, dried flowers: 1, 

E. Clarke. 

Most artistic Arrangement - 
featuring driftwood: 1&2, E. 

Clarke. 

Most artistic Arrangement - fo¬ 
liage only, any container; 1 & 2, 

E. Clarke. 

Most artistic Arrangement - 
not more than 6” high; 1 & 2, E. 
Clarke. 

Most artistic Arrangement - 
using only 5 blooms: 1 & 2, E. 

Clarke. 

Most artistically arranged Vase 
of Flowers: 1, Valerie Mathys. 

Most artistically arranged Bowl 
of Fruit - foliage and nuts may 
be used: 1, E. Clarke. 

Best Miniature Garden - not 
more than 12” across; 1, Kath¬ 
leen Macrae. 

Best Gentlemen’s Buttonholes: 1, 

E. Clarke; 2, Valerie Mathys. 

Best Ladies Bouquet: 1, E. Clarke. 
Best Ladies Shoulder Spray: 1. E. 
Clarke; 2, Valerie Mathys. 

Best Bridal Flowers: 1 & 2, E. 

Clarke. 

NEEDLEWORK 

Best article made from a Sugar or 
Flour Bag: 1, M. E. Nobbs. 

Best Baby's Bib or Feeder, any mat¬ 
erial: 1, Mrs. H. Ely; 2, Dyann 
Fitzpatrick. 

Prettiest Covered Coathanger, any 
material; 1, Jan Christian; 2, Mrs. 

M. Clapp. 

Prettiest Kettleholder, any mat¬ 
erial: 1, M.H. Smith; 2. Mrs. M. 
Clapp. 

Prettiest Tea Cosy, any material: 

1, Mrs. M. Clapp; 2, O. A. Fortune. 

Prettiest Apron, any material: 1, 

M. E. Nobbs; 2, Doris Reilly. 

Best Child's Dress, any material: 

(results continued overleaf) 
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1, Dyann Fitzpatrick; 2, Anne Snell. 

Best Child's Sun Suit, any material; 

1, Mrs. H. Ely. 

Best Smocked Garment: L Dyann 
Fitzpatrick. 

Prettiest Cushion, any material; 

1, Anne Snell; 2, Roslyn Eades. 

Best Table Centre, Embroidered; 
l, Judith Boucher; 2, Elizabeth Chap¬ 
man. 

Best Lady's Handbag, any material; 

1, Mrs. M. Clapp. 

Best Lady’s Hat, any material - hat 
shapes may be used: 1. O. A. for¬ 
tune. 

Best article in Tapestry; 1, Mrs. 
Montgomery; 2, Margaret Buffett. 

Best picture in Tapestry; 1, Mrs. 
Jennifer McCarthy; 2, Nola Chris¬ 
tian. 

Best Supper Cloth - crocheted; 1, 

Doris Reilly. 

Best Supper Cloth - hand embroid¬ 
ered, 36" or smaller; 1, Jan Pearson; 

2, Roydyn Eddes. 

Best Supper Cloth - hand embroidered, 
36” or smaller; 1, Jan Pearson; 2, Ros¬ 
lyn Eades. 

Best Supper Cloth - hand embroided, 
over 36"; 1, Mrs. M. Clapp; 2, Ros¬ 
lyn Eades. 

Best Baby’s Bonnet & Booties, Croch¬ 
eted; 1, Noelle Burrell. 

Best Baby's Bonnet & Booties, knitted; 

1, Mrs. H. Ely; 2, Mrs. M. Clapp. 

Prettiest Poncho or Bed Jacket, Cro¬ 
cheted: 1, Agnes Jensen; 2, O. A. 
Fortune. 

Prettiest Poncho or Bed Jacket, knitted; 
1, Mrs. M. Clapp; 2, Mrs. D. Hutch¬ 
inson. 

Best Fair Isle Garment, knitted; 1, 
Margaret Buffett. 

Best Garment, Lady's or Girl's, cro¬ 
cheted; 1 & 2, Anne Snell. 

Best Garment, Lady's or Girl's, knit¬ 
ted: 1, Anne Snell; 2, Elaine Lenthall. 

Best Garment, men’s or boy's, knit¬ 
ted; 1, & 2, Margaret Buffett. 

Best Socks, knitted; 1 & 2, Mrs. M. 
Clapp. 

Best Baby's Set, Crocheted, not less 
that 3 pieces; 1, Noelle Burrell; 2, 

O. A. Fortune. 

Best Baby's Set, knitted, not less than 
3 pieces; 1, Mrs. H. Ely; 2, Mrs. M. 
Clapp. 

Best Baby's Shawl, Cape or Poncho, 
knitted; 1, Marjorie Christian. 

Best Collection of Needlework; 1, 

Anne Snell; 2 Marjorie Christian. 
HANDltCRAFTS 

Best Flowers, made from crepe paper; 

1, Patricia Magri; 2. E. Clarke. 

Best Soft Toy, Hand Made; 1, Liane 
Oldfield. 

Best Toy. home made, any material: 
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:1, Dyann Fitzpatrick; 2, Molly oand- 
erson. 

Best piece of Jewellery, any mater¬ 
ial; 1, E. Sciulli; 2, M. Corby. 

Best piece of Furniture, made of local 
timber; 1. David Regal. 

Best piece of Turned Wood; 1, David 
Regal; 2, John Smith. 

Best Handwoven Article: 1, Julie South 

2, Lim Berriman. 

Best article in Macrame; 1, Elizabeth 
Chapman; 2, Dyann Fitzpatrick. 

Best hand made Article: 1, Dyann 
Fitzpatrick; 2, Gary Clarke. 

Neatest Hat, Corn Husks; 1 & 2, M- 
E. Nobbs. 

Neatest Hat, Drain Flags: 1, M. E. 
Nobbs. 

Neatest Hat, Moo-oo; 1 & 2, M. E. 
Nobbs, 

Neatest Hat, Mountain Rush; 1, M. 

E. Nobbs. 

Prettiest Necklace, Local Shells; 1, 

M. E. Nobbs; 2, Mrs. E. M. Burrell. 

Best Afghan Rug, crocheted: !, 

Daphne Heyman: 2, Rhonda Heyman; 

3, Barry Christian. 

Best Hooked Wool Floor Rug; 1, K. 

R. Mitchell; 2, Margaret Green ham. 


SOUVENIRS AND ART 

Best Island Souveair - woodwork; 1, 
M.H. Smith; 2. David Regal. 

Best Island Souvenir - any other mat ¬ 
erial: 1, Noelle Burrell; 2, Elaine Len ¬ 
thall. 

Best Drawing - in pencil, charcoal 
or crayon; 1 & 2, E. Sciulli. 

Best Drawing - black and white only, 
in ink: 1& 2, E. Sciulli. 

Best Painting - water colour, of nor- 
folk island interest; 1. M. H. Smith; 

2, E. Sciulli. 

Best Painting - oils, of norfolk island 
interest; 1 & 2, M. H. Smith. 

Best Painting - any other medium, 
of norfolk island interest; 1, E. Sciulli. 

Best Painting - water colour, any 
other subject; 1, E. Sciulli; 2, M. H. 
Smith. 

Best Painting - oils; 1 & 2 M. H. 
Smith. 

Best Painting - acrylic;• i, E. Sciulli, 
2, M. Corby. 

Best Painting - any other medium; 1, 

E. Sciulli. 

Best Poster, of Norfolk ‘sland Tour¬ 
ist interest: 1, E. Sciulli; 5, J. Swel¬ 
ling. 

Best Sculpture, any medium; 1, E. 
Sciulli; 2. David Regal. 

Best String and/or Cotton Picture: 

1 & 2, K. Brown. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Best Black and White Print, any size; 
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1, Paul Christian; 2, J. Snelling. 

Best Colour Print: 1, Father D. Sea 
Ion; 2, Elva Swansborough. 

Best Colour Transparency, close up: 
1, E. Swansborough; 2, Father D. Sc; 
Ion. 

Best Colour Transparency, scenic: 
Father D. Scanlon; 2, E. Swansbor¬ 
ough. 

Best Colour Transparency, open: 

1. Father D. Scanlon; 2, Father D. 
Scanlon. 

Best 3 Black and white Prints of 
Norfolk Island Interest; 1, Paul 
Christian; 2, J. Snelling, 

Best 3 Colour Photographs of Nor¬ 
folk Island Interest; 1, Father D. 
Scanlon; 2, Trevor Calder. 

INFANTS 

Best Handwriting: 1, Sue Boucher; 

2, Dean Fitzpatrick; 3, George P?r- 
sons. 

Colouring Competition - Kinder¬ 
garten & Pre-School; • 1, Nicole Mr: 
cat: 2, Michael Keeping; 3 , Sonia 
Kendall. 

Best Drawing, in coloured pencil 
or Texta; 1, Sue Pearson; 2, Viv 
ian Christian; 3, Chris Magri. 

Best Painting: . 1, Anthony Bigg: 

2, Dean Fitzpatrick; 3, Caitlin Me 
uinnes. 

Best Sand Posy: 1, Michtal Quin:;, 
2, Michael Keeping & Brendon And¬ 
erson; 3, FayeMaree Richards & Gel 
vin Mathys. 

PRIMARY 

Best Handwriting: John Pitcher; 
2, Tracey Yagar; 3, April Quinta' 
Best Drawing, black and white o 
Norfolk Island iuterest; 1, Nevills 
Bigg; 2, Jane Evans: 3 , David Bt’.e , 
Best Drawing, black and vhiie, «r 
other subject; 1, Gael Suramerccait 
2, Neville Bigg; 3, Bionwyn Smith. 

Best Desi gn, in coloured pen* i 1 or 
Texta; 1, Jeffrey Boucher; 2, K.*n. 
Anderson; 3, Louise Evans. 

Best Drawing, in coloured pencil 
or Texta; 1, Gael Summerscales; 2, 
juiie Le Gren; 3, Clark Saint. 

Best Painting, Upper Primary, 
Norfolk Island Interes*; 1, Michele 
McCoy; 2, Sheryl Deadman; 3, Gar 
B1 gg. 

Best Painting, Upper Primary, an , 
other subject; 1, Michael Smith. 2. 
Neville Bigg; 3, April Quintal. 

Best Painting, Lower Primary, o^ 
Norfolk Island interest; 1, Peter suh 
2, Liane Oldfield; 3, Tracey Yager 
Best Painting, Lower Primary, any 
other subject-, 1, Tracey Yager; ", 
Kim Peters; 3, Dianne Richards, 

Best Poster of Norfolk Island: 1, 
Jane Evans; 2, Jeffrey Boucher; 3, 
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David Sills. 

Best Sand Posy, not more than 8": 

1, Gael Summerscales; 2, Clark 
Saint; 3, Wendy Anderson. 

Best Miniature Garden: 1, Gael 
Summerscales; 2, Cheryl Nobbs & 
Maree Perkins. 

Best Embroidered Pillow: 1, Michele 
McCoy; 2, Sheryl Deadman. 

Best embroidered Novelty Pillow: 

1, Robyn Jensen; 2, Gillian Alston; 

3, Juliette Yager. 

Best Wall Hanging: 1, Gillian Al¬ 
ston; 2, Lynette Sheridan; 3 Michele 
Le Cren & Sheree Perkins. 

Best Shoulder Bag: 1, Brenda Sum¬ 
merscales; 2, Debbie Nicholson; 3, 
Karina Mackenzie. 

Best Piece of Cross-stitch: 1, Jan- 
elle Blucher; 2, Robyn Jensen; 3, 

Robyn Jensen. 

Best Supper Cloth; 1, Jane Evans; 

2, Juliette Yager; 3, Robyn Jensen. 
Best T ^ble Mat; 1, Maxine Hob- 

bins; 2, Paul Barning; 3, Julietter 
Yager. 

Best Pyjama Bag: 1, Gael Sum¬ 
merscales; 2, Kim Peters. 

; Best Paper Mache Article: 1. Paul 
Muscat; 2, Michael Smith; 3, Mic- 
jhael Smith. 

Best Mobile: 1, David Sills; 2, Jane 
Evans, 3, John Pitcher. 

Best Piece of Primary Woodwork: 

1, Ian Summerscales; 2, Michele 
McCoy; 3, David Macrae. 

f61 PRIZES^FOR 2dry 
I STUDENTS - SEE NEXT 
WEEK’S NEWS FOR A 
1 FEATURE ABOUT THEM 

LIVESTOCK 

Best Dairy Cow : 1, J. Tavener; 2, 

A. Bigg. 

Best Dairy Bull: 1, R & J Custance,; 

2, N & J Custance. 

Best Calf - 6 to 12 months: 1, J. 
Tavener; 2, P & J Custance. 

Best Calf - under 6 months: 1, A. 
Bigg; 2, G Jensen "Lucky”. 

Best Heifer - over 12 months to 2 
years: 1. J. Christian; 2, J. Taven¬ 
er & J Christian. 

Best Dual Purpose Cow. 1, E. J. 
Lenthall; 2. A. Bigg. 

Best Dairy Cow: 1. J. Tavener; 

2, P & J Custance. 

Best Dairy Bull: 1, J. Christian; 

2, J. Tavener. 

Best Beef Type Cow: 1, JA & ML 
Trollope;.2, E. J. Lenthall. 

Best Beef Type Bull: 1, P. J. Sum¬ 
merscales. 
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Best Calf - 6 - 12 months; 1, JH & 
SL Ryves; 2, Byron Burrell. 

Best Beef Type Steer over 12 months 
to 2 years: 1, E. J. Lenthall; 2, 

Byron Burrell. 

Best Beef Type Heifer - over 12 
months to 2 years: 1, JH & ML Tro¬ 
llope; 2, JA & ML Trollope. 

Best Beef Type Cow with Calf - 
calf to be under 6 months: 1. JA & 
ML Trollope. 2. JA & ML Trollope. 

Best Beef Type Cow: 1, JA & ML 
Trollope; 2, JH & SL Ryves. 

Best Beef Type Bull: 1, Byron 
Burrell; 2, JH & SL Ryves. 

Best Calf - 6 to 12 months: 1, 

JH & SL Ryves. 

Best Beef Type Heifer - over 12 
months to 2 years: 1 & 2, JH & SL 
Ryves. 

Best Poll Shorthorn Cow with Calf - 
calf to be under 6 months: 1, JA & 
ML Trollope; 2, JH & SL Ryves. 

Best Porker; 1, Jimmy Tavener. 


POULTRY 

Best pair of Leghorns - black, brown 
or white; 1, Gary Bigg. 

Best Leghorn Hen - black, brown 
or white: 1, Anthony Bigg. 

Best pair of Rhode Island Reds: 1, 
Maxine Hobbins; 2, Michelle Smith. 

Best Rhode Island Red Hen : 1, Mi¬ 
chelle Smith; 2, David Buffett. 

Best pair any light Breed - other 
than above: 1, Linda Blucher & 

Gary Bigg; 2, Michelle Smith. 

Best Trio of Bantams - any breed.- 

1, Clark Saint. 

Best pair of Muscovy Ducks; 1, 

Gary Then; 2, Gael Summerscales. 

Best pair of Geese: 1, R. Swans- 
borough. 

ESSAY COMPETITIONS 

Best Essays: 1, Sheryl Deadman, 

2, Michele Le Cren, 3, Katrina 
Kiernan. 

EQUESTRIAN EVENTS 

Best Led-In Filly or Colt: 1, 

JH & SL Jensen, 2, Eldon Foote; 

3, Jo Wiltshier. 

Best Cared for Mount & Equipment 

- under 11 years: 1, Lynda Wood; 2, 
Deanne Ryan; 3, Lee Anne Oldfield. 

Best Cared for Mount & Equipment 

- 11 to 15 years; 1, Donna Wood; 2, 
Tracy Knight; 3, Denise Burrell. 

Best Rider, Boy or Girl under 9 yrs. .- 
1, Deana Adams; 2, Kelly McCarthy. 

Best Rider, Girl 9 to 11 years.- 1, 
Lynda Wood; 2, Robyn Burrell; 3, 

Trudy Irvine. 
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RESULTS. .. SHOW RESULTS... 
j Best Rider, Girl 12 to 15 years: 

!l, Tracy Knight; 2, Donna Wood; 

3, Debra Nobbs.' 

Best Rider, Boy 12 to 15 years: 1, 
Rocky Hancherow; 2, Tony Nobbs; 

3. Micheal Nobbs. 

Champion Rider; 1, Lynda Wood. 
Best Pair of Riders, 15 years and 
under: 1, Rocky & Donna; 2, Tracy 
& Lynda; 3, Tony & Debbie. 

Champion Hack, locally bred: 1, 
Tracy Knight; 2, Jane Evans; 3, 
Leanne Oldfield. 

Champion Hack, Open, up to and 
including 14hh: 1, Gail Summer- 
scales; 2, Tracy Knight; 3, Denise 
Bumel. 

Champion Hack,.Open, over 14hh: 

1, Donna Wood; 2, Rocky Hancherow; 
3, Lynda & Michele. 

Best Beginners Mount: 1, Margot 
Alston; 2, Leanne Adams; 3, Gra- 
hame Jensen. __ 

Jumping Contest, 15 years and 
under: 1, Tony Nobbs; 2, Donna 
Woods; 3 Debbie Nobbs. 

EQUESTRIAN EVENTS Adults 

Best Rider, Gentleman over 18 yrs; 

1, Allan Bataille; 2, Culla Graham,; 

3, Husser Harris, 

Best Rider, Lady over 18 years: 1, 

Jo Willshier; 2, Kay Wood; 3, Bobbie 
Lloyde. 

Best Pair of Hacks: 1, Kay Wood & 
Toon. Buffett; 2 Culla Graham & 
Allan Bataille; 3, Byron Burrell & 
Roywin Jensen. 

Champion Hack - locally bred: 1, 

Jo Willshier-, 2 Culla Graham; 3, 
Bobbie Lloyde. 

Champion Hack - open: 1, Kay 
Wood; 2, Toon Buffett; 3, Culla 
Graham. 

Best Paced and Mannered Hack: 1, 
Toon Buffett; 2, Kay Wood; 3, Bob¬ 
bie Lloyde. 

Best Stock Horse: 1, Jimmy Tav¬ 
ener; 2, Kay Wood; 3, Jo Willshier. 

Best Turned out Horse and Sulky: 

1, BUfrells; 2, Buffetts. 

Jumping Contest - Ladies; . 1. Jo 
Willshier; 2, Kay Wood; 3, Bobbie 
Lloyde. 

Jumping'Contest - .Gentlemen: 

1, Jimmy Tavener; 2, Culla Graham; 
3, Hussa Harris, 

Jumping Contest - Open: 1, Jo 
Willshier; 2, Kay Wood; 3, Jo Will¬ 
shier. 

Best Turned out Horse and Rider; 

1, Bobbie Lloyde; 2, Jo Willshier; 3. 
Culla Graham. 

Best Rider, 16 to 18 years: 1, Jim - 
my Tavener. 

Best Rider - over 40 years of Age: 

1, Margret Greehan; 2, Dorris Wood; 

3, Gwen Stanton. 
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Business 


friuay exchange rates 

, 17 October, 1975 

A$1 bought - 


UK 

NZ 

FRANCE 

H/KONG 

JAPAN 

N'LANDS 

SWITZ’D 

W. GERMANY 

FIJI 

USA 

NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 


$NZ 

F.Fr 

HK$ 

YEN 

F 

S.Fr. 

Dm-. 

F$ 

US$ 

CP.Fr. 


.6134 
1.1000 
5. 502 
6.315 
380. 47 
3.313 
3.321 
3.217 
1.0722 
1.2632 
100. 04 
PAR 


(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 



ommerce 


Govt GztteDigst 


No. 48 16/10/75 

NEW JUSTICE of the peace: David 
Rum pit. 

TRANSCRIPTS of Royal Commission 
hearings viewable at Library and 
Admin. Comments on them can be 
relayed through A/Official Secy. 
RIDE-ON mower, 28", for sale by 
tender to Admin by 31/10. 

LIBRARY open today 10-1 and 4-6 
after holiday closure. 

COURT 10 a. m. today. 

FINAL MEETING of Kingston Hold¬ 
ings Ltd. 19/11. 


SYDNEY CARGO BACKLOG 
TO BE CLEARED BY NOV. 

WITH THE SYDNEY backlog at 3625 
KG last Saturday, Qantas has sched¬ 
uled an extra DC-4 flight Friday the 
31st, with five rows of seats removed 
to allow cargo stowage. 

This should clear the backlog. 39 
passenger seats will also be available. 

Auckland cargo appears to be run¬ 
ning smoothly, with minimal delays 
or difficulties. The possible Argosy 
charter flight mentioned in last 
week's report is unrelated to air car¬ 
go backlogs, and is understood to be 
a possible Auckland-Norfolk flight 
by a N. Z. exporter, with the air¬ 
line wondering whether there might 
be back cargo to N. Z. 
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5-WAY EXPANSION AT 
"NEPTUNE'S CAVERN" 

A NEW NAME, added staff, new 
equipment, extensive re-decorat¬ 
ion and an expanded restaurant op¬ 
eration are combined in a program 
to get the former Marine Land into 
top gear for the year-end tourist 
rush. 

Proprietor Rick Swansborough has 
changed the building at Middlegate 
into "Neptune’sCavern", complete 
with a "Seaquarium" and marine 
museum. 

A corner of the building where 
coffee has been served at a couple 
of rustic tables has been expanded 
into a toasted-aandwiches-and- 
snacks restaurant seating up to 26 
people. 

The restaurant will be operated by 
Rick's mother and Christine Richard¬ 
son. They will also attent the Sea- 
aquarium. 

Rick hopes to concentrate his time 
on diving and photography. 

As Marine Land the aquarium was 
open from 2-6 every day but Mon¬ 
days. The expanded operation will 
open at 3p.m. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, and stay open "through 
the evening". 

Re-decoration has included die in¬ 
stallation of a grotto-like false ceil¬ 
ing throughout, and cladding the in¬ 
terior walls with rough gum bark 
from Anson Bay. Rick has done the 
re-decorating himself. 

The Seaquarium will have 16 
tanks, each holding 150 gallons 
of salt water and filtered by a low- 
maintenance system worked out by 
Rick. Six of the tanks are still to 
be loaded with underwater life. 

One of these will house butterfly 
cod, which are expected to be ship¬ 
ped in from Lord Howe Island, and 
another will display seahorses flown 
from Sydney. 

Two of the large windows on the 
Collins Head Road frontage have 
been converted to a stained-glass 
effect with underwater scenes pain¬ 
ted by Rick on rice paper. 

He is also installing a hi-fi rig 
which will put music into the res¬ 
taurant and the dark, winding ca¬ 
vern of the Seaquarium. 

On the front deck of the building 
Rick has installed a large anchor 
recently retrieved off Cascade. An 
inquiring visitor, told by Rick that 


has 


the anchor was from the "Bounty", 
said "No way, mate. ” 

The anchor seems to be about 
80 or 90 years old. It is made of 
wrought iron, but has a metal cross- 
arm, which was not used on older 
anchors. 

It is the property of the Crown, but 
Rick feels it is good use for the an - 
chor for the time being, to have it 
on display where everyone can see 

An expanded range of diving equip¬ 
ment for hire is another part of the 
Swansborough enterprises. He now 
. 12 Scuba tanks and a supply of spare 
air bottles, which he fills using a 
high-pressure compressor. 

He is also nearing completion of a 
19j-foot sea- going boat, powered 
with Hamilton jets. It will be av¬ 
ailable to take divers out, and will 
aid in collecting fish for the Sea¬ 
quarium tanks. Until now they 
have all been collected around rocks 
on the coast. 

As a financial proposition, Rick 
says the aquarium alone can't quite 
pay its way, because of high rent and 
electricity costs. 

■ By sharing these with the restaur¬ 
ant and diving shed, Rick feels better 
economic results will be achieved. 


CAR-CARE LINE CLICKS 
AT F00DLAM0S STORE 

SMALL-SCALE DIVERSIFICATION 
has put a display of car-care prod¬ 
ucts into Foodlands. 

It is a free-standing steel rack 
carrying a range of about 20 
Selley’s products -- polishes, 
moisture control sprays, and 
similar packaged lines. 

Manager Geoff Bennett says 
automotive products don’t seem to 
fit in a food store, and that's why 
they make sense. "People don’t 
expect to see them, ” he says. 

Sp far the new line is- proving a 
good seller. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
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10.30 

11.45 


8.30 

1,45 

2.40 

10.30 

11.45 

1.00 

2.00 
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10.30 

11.45 
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1.45 

2.40 
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4.25 
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4.45: 
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to offer guidance and help on the basic use and care of hand 


McPherson ’s *p handbook 

MCPHERSON'S LIMITED 


Sharpening 
Woodworking Saws 


It is not necessary to reset the 
teeth of a well-tempered hand 
saw every time it needs sharpen¬ 
ing. If the teeth are touched up 
with a file from time to time as a 
saw is used. it will cut longer 
and better, and sufficient set will 
remain to enable the saw to clear 
itself. 

If the teeth are uneven, it is 
necessary to “joint” the saw. 

Jointing 

Unless the teeth are regular in 
size and shape the set can never 
be regular, and it is therefore 
necessary to “joint” the saw until 
all are of equal height. Place the 
saw in a clamp, handle to the 
right. Lay a mill file on the teeth, 
pass it lightly back and forth the 
length of the blade, on the tops 
of the teeth, until the file touches 
every tooth. 

Shaping the Teeth 

After jointing, all teeth must be 
filed to the correct shape. The 
gullets must be of equal depth. 
The fronts and backs of the 
teeth must have the proper 
shape. The teeth must be of 
equal size. To do this, place the 
file well down in the gullet, and 
file straight across the saw, at 
right angles to the blade (under 
no condition hold the file at any 
other angle). If the teeth you are 
filing are of unequal size, press 
the file against the teeth having 
the largest tops until you reach 
the centre of the flat top made by 
"jointing,” then move the file to 
the next gullet, and file until the 
rest of the top disappears and 
the tooth has been brought up to 
a point. Make no effort to bevel 
the teeth at this time. 

Setting the Teeth 

If it is not necessary to “joint” 
and "shape” the teeth, examine 
the saw to see if the teeth have 



the proper amount of set, if they 
have not, set in accordance with 
the following instructions. 

Note:—It is always necessary to 
set the teeth when you have 
“jointed” and "shaped” the teeth 
of your saw. The teeth of a hand¬ 
saw should be set before filing 
to avoid injury to the cutting 
edges. 

Purpose of Set 

The purpose of setting the teeth 
of saws is to make the saw cut 
slightly wider than the thickness 
of the saw blade. This gives 
clearance and prevents friction, 
which could cause the saw to 
bind and pull hard in the cut. 

Depth of Set 

The depth of the set should not 
go, at the most, lower than half 
the length of the tooth. This Is 
important. If deeper than this, 
|t is sure to spring, crimp or 
crack the blade, if it does not 
break out the teeth. (Soft, wet 
woods require more set and 
coarser teeth than hard, dry 
woods.) For fine work on either 
hard or soft dry woods, it is best 
to have a saw with fine teeth 
and little set. 

Setting with Saw Set 
The upper half only of each tooth 
should be sprung over, one to 
the right, one to the left, and 
so on alternately throughout the 
entire tooth edge. 

Quick Remedy for Saw that 
‘‘Runs” 

When a few teeth of a saw are 
set out a little more on one side 
than on the other, causing the 
saw to “run” slightly, place it on 
the bench with the defective 
side up and give one light stroke 
the entire length of the blade 
with an oilstone, which will usu¬ 
ally prove to be an effective cure. 
Of course, a saw in bad condi¬ 
tion cannot be made to function 
correctly by this treatment. If 
you have a saw with too much 
set, both sides may be dressed 
.down in this way. 


tools and to suggest general methods employed 


to construct and maintain various articles around the home 






I have often wondered what lay 
behind the fences of some of the 
gardening enthusiasts and this week 
I had a look. Sue Lingard, winner 
of both the Best Small Flower 
Garden section and Most Outstand¬ 
ing Garden, spared herself from 
the mower to show me round her 
delightful garden out at Longridge. 

Her love of gardening was clear¬ 
ly evident in the well-tended 
flower beds which were a solid 
mass of colour in every shade pos¬ 
sible, tall flowers in the centre 
graduating to tiny pansies along 
the borders. The garden is m ade 
even’ more interesting with small 
archways here and there, and 
attached to each side of one arch¬ 
way were the largest staghorns I've 
seen. Gloria Arthur gave them to 
Sue before she left the Island. 

Almost hidden in the garden near 
the front door is a lovely small 
fish pond - a recent addition but 
it blends so well with its surround¬ 
ings it looks as though it's been 
there for ages. Every section of 
ground is utilised. Behind the 
cottage the ground, which slopes 
down to a thickness of olive and 
guava trees, is a maze of tiny 
paths which lead to different nooks 
and crannies - one to a small bar¬ 
becue area set amongst shrubs and 
hanging baskets, table and chairs 
gleaming white against the green¬ 
ery; another path amongst the 
nasturtiums led to the greenhouse 
where Sue had been busy very 
early that morning re-potting some 
African Violets. Sue has even 
managed to find room for a small 
vegetable patch which looks very 
healthy and promising. Sue said 
she loves pottering about in the 
garden and has to be strict with 
herself to make sure that neces¬ 
sities such as ironing etc. don't 
pile up too high. 

Another beautiful garden is that 
of Roslyn and Wayne Eades. sit¬ 
uated in Yorler Lane off New Cas¬ 
cade Road. The garden is the 
result of Mr. Jim Eades' time and 
effort. Mr. Jim Eades is Wayne's 
Dad and has been living in Yorler 
Lane for almost two years. "The 
garden was really overgrown when 
we moved in, the kikuyu grass 
growing right up through all the 
shrubs", he told me. Mr. Eades 
won two second prizes, and a 
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first prize for his small vegetable 
garden. I remember when the 
house was first built and the garden 
was just a flower here and there. 

What a surprise as I drove down the 
lane. Hibiscus shrubs about six 
foot high line the fence. Once over 
the cattle-stop one can appreciate 
the thought that has gone into the 
outlaying of the area to provide space 
for children playing, adults relaxing 
and at the far end a vegetable patch. 
The more formal front garden with 
its stone wall (built by Mrs. Lancon 
at 65 years of age) and flourishing 
shrubs is separated from the service 
and play area by a red leaf hedge. 
Colourful petunias provide a lovely 
border across the front of the house. 
"Have you ever seen a truck like mine? 
Best old truck you’ll ever find. 

Engine beating like a drum, 

Beep, beep, Toyota come. " 

No, It's not an advertisement for 
Toyotas--but I'd say it's the most 
popular song amongst the children 
here on Norfolk at the present time. 

Last Monday morning all the school- 
children, including children from 
the Playcentre, were given a real 
treat. A group from the Queens¬ 
land Theatre Company visited. Murray 
Foy explained to the secondary 
pupils that the play they were about to 
see had been expecially written for 
children, aborigines in particular 
living in the northern most parts of 
Australia who knew only a limited 
amount of English. To simplify the 
story the spoken words would be em¬ 
phasised through puppetry, mime, 
straight acting, creative dancing 
and audience participation. 

The Norfolk children were very 
privileged as they were the first 
audience of children to see the 
show and how tremendous it was. 

They were completely absorbed 
right from the beginning when 
Kate Wilson. Noel Fox and Ron 
Layne taught them the "Toyota" 
song accompanied by Kate on the 
guitar. Kate explained that to 
the aboriginal children "Toyota" 
means all and every type of veh¬ 
icle. With a minimal amount of 
costume and props (the hawks were 
superb) they enacted the story of a 
young boy who had run away from 
the city to go up north to shoot 
crocs. This young boy, Robo, had 
a number of adventures on the way, 
the most exciting of which were the 
tales told to him by Old Tilby who 
gave him a lift in his old Toyota 
and The Captain of the ferry. They 
told him about the story of Chuko, 
the blind crocodile. Christopher 
Baker couldn't have opened his 
eyes or mouth any wider than he 
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did when he saw the crocodile. 
There were numerous murmurs of 
"sit down in front" when the fight 
between the two crocodiles was on. 
A tremendous performance by a. 
group of very talented young people 
which a small gathering of adults 
also had the opportunity to see on 
the Saturday night. It was diffi¬ 
cult to say which audience enjoyed 
it the most. The Saturday night 
group was also treated to some 
thirty minutes of prose and poetry 
reading by Kate and Murray. They 
had chosen their programme from 
the works of such Australian writ¬ 


ers as Judith Wright and A.D. Hope. 




Published Monday morning (except 
when Monday is a holiday, as yes¬ 
terday was) at the News Office, Col¬ 
lins Head Rd. P.O.Box 94, Norfolk 
Island 2899, South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman, 

Editorial Contributors this issue; 
Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker Me 
Coy Michael Moran, Helen Payne, 
Butch Quintal. Henry Smith, VL2NI 
Staff. 

Type, Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again, 


NEWS "MinlAds" | 
Want to buy 

5 cents each for 2 litre Ice Cream | 
Containers. Please leave with Amy | 
Bathie. 

Accommodation 1 

Accommodation required for family I 
of four 3rd-24th January, Please | 
contact June Ryves at 2187. S 

Restaurant Milk bar ! 

Near Mahia Beach, Morere Hot g 
pools. Turnover $95. 000. Price I 
$24, 000. Apply Withers James & I 
Dick, Accountants, Ph. 8259, | 

Wairoa, Hawkes Bay, N. Z. 




‘dars Norfolk ’ 


’’THE NORFOLK ISLAND PIONEER”, 
probably the only newspaper In the 
Island's history that was properly 
type-set, appeared in the 1880$, 

It was printed by H. Menges for 
"The Kingston Club” and appeared 
monthly. It had three columns to 
a page, like the News, but had on¬ 
ly four pages in all. It was sold for 
6d a copy. Advertising rates were 
2/6 an inch. 

From the Pioneer of November, 
1885 — preserved in the Mitchell 
Library and turned up by our unoffi¬ 
cial Historical Wizard, Les Brown— 
comes this wonderful account of 
what "The Show" was like, ninety 
years ago. 


The Spring show of this Society was 
held, by kind permission on the grounds 
of Mr. Thomas Buffett, at Longridge 
on Thursday, the 26th ult. Notwith¬ 
standing the adverse prognostications, 
and there were not a few, that by 
reason of the drought and other cir¬ 
cumstances the show would be serious¬ 
ly paralyzed, the contrary was the 
case, for it was as to exhibits and 
attendance one of the best if not the 
most successful on record. The early 
morning was showery and looked om¬ 
inous, causing not a little palpitation 
among the young folks, but by nine 
there was a change, the great luminary 
shone out and the day afterwards was 
as fine as one could wish. These bi¬ 
annual meetings have become one of 
the most pleasing and eventful fea¬ 
tures of our island life; primarily the 
object set forth by the Directors was 
and is the advancement of agriculture 
and floriculture, but in the initiary 
programme there was also another 
and equally worthy duty, it was the 
"drawing the people together by means 
of these gatherings in love and harmony,' 
and this has been faithfully kept in view. 

It must have been therefore very grat¬ 
ifying to the committee to find that 
on this the thirteenth show, instead of 
a downward tendency, the society had 
taken its place in public esteem as a 
permanent and popular institution. 

There were no changes to notice in 
the ground arrangements, as is always 
the way, the agricultural exhibits 
were placed on the outer circle, the 
flowers and such like, on trestles in 
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the centre, the whole being arranged 
quite artistically and having a very 
pleasing effect. The place was very 
gay during the day, the many groups 
of well dressed people here and there 
giving an animated and picturesque 
appearance to the scene. Most erf the 
members of the community with their 
families, and the occupants of St. 
Barnabas, the Mission station, were 
there, and appeared to enjoy them¬ 
selves thoroughly; the proceedings be¬ 
ing much enlivened by the perfor¬ 
mance of the young men's drum and 
fife band, which courteously attended. 
The al-fresco lunch or feast requires 
little notice, all who have visited the 
island know pretty well what it is, it 
was laid on the turf under the' great 
trees, the snow white linen circling 
nearly half way roundjche exhibition 
area; the viands were excellent and 
varied and the set out altogether would 
have done credit to a first class city 
caterer. 

Coming to the exhibits in Class I, 
Agriculture, the want of rain, as was 
expected, had some influence on the 
proportions of a few of the things, kum- 
aras and potatoes being most affected. 
Cabbages of 23 pounds weight however, 
and turnips nearly as big as pumpkins 
were to be seen; strawberries too that 
would equal the celebrated "Colorado” 
variety, and the collection of prize peas 
contained seventeen distinct named 
kinds, and beans thirteen. The six 
prize jams were monsters, not weighed, 
the second lot 991-2 and the third 86 
1-2 pounds, not small either. Ban¬ 
anas were well represented, "China" 
taking the three first prizes by weight, 
and "home high" the President's ’’other 
than China" award. Notwithstanding 
most of the wheat is rusted, there were 
one or two good samples shown. Cap¬ 
tain Bates of the "Burnt pine" exhibit¬ 
ed a large and fine lot of Cherimoyers 
: (A. cherimolea) which for size and 
quality one would suppose could hard¬ 
ly be surpassed in the plants native 
habitat. 

After lunch the rostrum, an empty 
beer case was brought out, strange 
that even here one not infrequently 
stumbles across such articles, but the 
great English tonic is seldom or never 
to be met with in bottles, and two 
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excellent speeches were made, one by 
the Treasurer, Dr. Metcalfe, and the 
other by the acting President, the Rev. 
Chas. Bice. The Doctor’s had refer¬ 
ence to local matters only, but Mr. 

Bice's took a wider scope, and in the 
course of his remarks alluded to die 
near return of the honoured President, 
the Rev. R.H. Codrington, (now Dr., 
having been made a D.D. by his 
college, Wadham, Oxford) who has 
been away on a long visit to England, 
and is expected soon to return. The 
Doxology and National Anthem shortly 
after finished the days proceedings. In 
the evening there was a most enjoyable 
ball under the auspices and at the quar¬ 
ters of the Kingston Club, which was 
largely attended by the young folks. 

The following are the awards: 

AGRICULTURE 

Kumaras, 1 Chas. Rossiter, 2 Fletcher 
Nobbs, 3 Melanesian Mission. 

Potatoes, 1 Ed. Nobbs, 2 Ed. Christian, 
special Edgar Nobbs. 

Onions, 1 Fletcher Nobbs, 2 Chas. 
Nobbs, 3 A. Nobbs. 

Bananas, 1 F. M. Nobbs, 2 Maurice 
: Nobbs, 3 Edgar Nobbs, Vice-Pres. 
prize Ed. Christian. 

Peas, 1 Isaac Robinson, 2 Eddy Nobbs. 

Beans, 1 Johnstone Nobbs, 2 Mrs. 

Bates. 

Cabbages. 1F.M. Nobbs, 2 Alefc ; 
Nobbs. 

Turnips, C. Driver Christian. 

Carrots, Alfred Nobbs. 

Pine Apples, Hardy Rossiter. 

Beet, 1 Stephen Christian, 2 F. M. 
Nobbs. 

Strawberries, 1 Alfred Nobbs, 2 
Gussie Allen, 3 Sydney Nobbs. 

Sugar Cane. 1 Chas. Rossiter. 2 Geo. 
Buffett. 

Wheat, 1 Pat Quintal, 2 Johnstone 
Nobbs. 

HORTICULTURAL 

Ferns,-1Martha-Nobbs, 2 Hilda Buffett, 
3 Jane Nobbs. 

Flowers, 1 Maida Bates, 2 Jane Nobbs, 

3 Mr. Palmer. 

Fuchsias, Mrs. D. Allen. 

Roses, 1 Mrs. Bates, 2 Eda Nobbs. 

Verbenas, 1 Mrs. Bates, 2 Jane Nobbs, 

3 Nellie Nobbs. 

Nosegays, 1 Mrs. Bates, 2 Mrs. Met¬ 
calfe, 3 Mrs. D. Allen, 4 Mrs. Allen 
: Buffett. 
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SENDER.' 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 


To Australia 110 
To New Zealand 24</: 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Cantos and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk, 

Call in for one — #e 
are just across frqi the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



. 99- .FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper Witfi a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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WOULD YOU BE1IEVE ? 

THE KINGFISHER HOTEL IB 

on again! 

PROMOTERS OF the planned King- 
Ifisher Hotel at Anson Bay are going 
|to have another bash - -with the same 
■ plans, on the same site. 

| Solicitors for Hemisphere Holdings 
ihave written to the Deputy Admin- 
fiitrator saying their clients intend to 
jhave a new application lodged for 
j approval to build the hotel. 

| This tipie the application will be 
L lodged by the owner of the land, Nor- 
1 folk Island International Airlines Ltd, 

I according to the solicitors. 

I Their letter says the Anson Bay com- 
§ pany's application will present the 
| same drawings and documents as were 
| presented by hemisphere Holdings. 

| If further information is required by 
I the Building Board, NIAL Ltd. will 
f be glad to provide it. 

| This should obviate the possibility 
I of a law suit over the proposed devel- 
| opment, the solicitors say. 


JIM STUMPED 
ALL OF THEM 

JIMMY TAVENER took his share of 
prizes home from the A&H Show 
last week, including $5 for the first 
and second biggest lantana stumps 
pulled out. 

All the Secondary School prize¬ 
winners are listed in a two-page fea¬ 
ture on pages 16 and 17. Included 
are reproductions of the best hand¬ 
writing and the best drawing or de¬ 
sign. "If you think it’s a drawing, 
you’re no friend of mine, " says Ha- 
mish Martin, father of the drawing/ 
design competition winner. 

Maybe not. but it’s a fine design. 

Jimmy Tavener says he did not 
pull the stumps out barehanded. 

And a friend of his says "Tell ’em 
Jimmy'r the one in the middle." 


HERE’S WHAT 
AUST. CRISIS 
MEANS TO N.I. 

NORFOLK ISLAND INTERNAL finances 
are not likely to be affected by the 
current Government crisis in Austra¬ 
lia, but there could be cuts in some 
activities paid for directly from Can¬ 
berra. 

Norfolk raises enough money on 
the Island to pay for all of the op¬ 
erations of the Administration. This 
money — raised through Customs 
duties, bond store sales, stamp 
sales and other local charges -- does 
not go to Australia; it is paid into 
the Admin's Revenue Fund. 

As money is needed to pay sal¬ 
aries and other local costs, approved 
in the yearly Estimates, it is drawn 
out of the Revenue Fund, on local 
authority. 

On Friday some restrictions were 
placed on Admin spending. These 
include a stopping of all overtime 
work, including week-end sorting 
and despatching of mail, and a 
ban on making any new financial 
commitments for the time being. 

There may also be a delay in some 
new capital works. 

These restrictions were not nec¬ 
essary for internal Norfolk Island 
reasons. They were ordered by the 
Department of the Capital Territ¬ 
ory in phone instructions given to 
Deputy Administrator C. I. Buffett 
on Thursday. 

The Deputy Administrator said 
Friday that three areas of financial 
(continued on page six) 
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Current prfce 


Buried roots qnd targe rocks are 
Often problems in q large garden. The 
Rota-Hoe takes them In Its stride; It the 
tines hit a solid oblqift the engine cannot 
be harmed becausqthe belt drive wilt 
absorb the Impact easily The tines have 
been specially hardened too, by Masport's 
unique "Austemperinfl’' process. There's 
virtually no way you Can disturb the finely- 
engineered efficiency of the Rota-Hoe. 


The Masport Rota-Hoe solves the 
exhausting task of preparing and keeping 
a large garden up to scratch. It digs deep 
into the toughest ground. It cuts a gigantic 
16 inch trail through the hardest 
compacted earth. And it's a two-speed 
cultivator so you can set your own pace. 

It will prepare your garden thoroughly 
all year round. Attachments allow you to 
dig up to a 24" path and to ridge-mould 
and weed. You can even convert the 
Rota-Hoe into a light but powerful tractor 
with the addition of a couple of o 
extras. 


The Rota-Hoe wilt save you so 
much time and effort that you wouldn't 
believe the results of the tests we’ve 
done. But there is no doubt that it will 
have your garden weeded, and cultivated 
in a fraction of the time you'd take with a 
whole host of conventional garden tools. 
You'll have to see the Rota-Hoe In action 
to believe its capabilities. 


Moat powerful available 

A hefty Briggs & Stratton 4-Stroke 
engine gives the Rota-Hoe enough power 
to easily cope with any task you give it. 
Proven for their reliability, these engines 
will even allow you to pull a load of up to 
half a ton with the tractor attachment. 


Wide range of attachments 

A full range of easily removable 
attachments allows every facet of 
gardening to be completely mechanised. 







POLICE PATROL MISSION ROAD-HEADSTONE AREA 
AS OOG-PACK IS REPORTED SAVAGING CATTLE 


NORFOLK POLICE are investigating 
reports that a pack of dogs has been 
roaming the Mission Road - Head¬ 
stone area savaging cattle at night. 

Constables Ken Charge and Vern 
Chandler patrolled the area after 
dark Friday but saw no sign of the 
pack. 

Sgt. Peter Harrison says that any 
dog that attacks a domestic animal 
(cattle, sheep, pigs, chooks -- but 
not cats) can be shot by a police of¬ 
ficer or a member of the public un¬ 
less the attack takes place on the pr¬ 
operty of the dog's owner. 

Police are also Investigating a hit- 
and-run pedestrian accident in Burnt 
Pine. A woman walking on the foot¬ 
path was struck and knocked down by 
a car that reversed in a parking space 
and then drove off without stopping. 

The woman was attended to at the 
hospital and released, but is off work 
because of bruises received. 

Police believe the driver was pro¬ 
bably unaware that the woman had 
been hit. They have asked that any¬ 
one with information that could as¬ 
sist the police get in touch with Con¬ 
stable Charge, who is handling the 
investigation. 

Sgt. Harrison said that the police 
force should swing into proper motion 
this week, with normal routines be¬ 
ing carried out by the full-strength 
staff of three men. There will be 
policemen on duty from 9 a. m, to 

Foreign Affairs 
urges takeover 

AUSTRALIA SHOULD take over Nor¬ 
folk entirely. This would be good for 
Australia, and no reason can be seen 
why it would be bad for Norfolk. 

This is the advice to the Royal 
Commission of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

"We believe that Australia's int¬ 
erests would be best served by the 
island's full incorporation into Aus¬ 
tralia." 

"And we see no reason why this 
should conflict with the real inter¬ 
ests of the islanders, ” the Depart¬ 
ment says. 

It would be consistent with the 
spirit of the times that the people 
of the island, who are already 
Australian citizens, should enjoy 
to the full the same rights and duties 
as people living on the mainland. 

The Department also insists that 
Australia already owns the shelf 
around Norfolk. 
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11 p. m. six days a week, and from 
9 a. m. to S p. m. on Sundays. Sgt. 
Harrison said it should be possible for 
the police station to be attended and 
open more of the time on weekdays. 

He said the new police motorcycle, 
due to arrive shortly, would be used 
for general police transport and would 
be driven by any of the three men, 
depending on whether the Torana was 
in use. "It is just an inexpensive 
form of transport, " he said. 

Council velcoie to 
own the airport 

Norfolk could take over the air¬ 
port from the Department of Tran¬ 
sport provided the Council was 
legally entitled to spend money. 

"If that were a local government, 
we would certainly be thinking 
about local ownership there" Mr. 
Arthur Doubleday, of the Depart¬ 
ment of Transport, told the Royal 
Commission. 

In addition, the Department of 
Capital Territory would have to 
approve this, Mr. Doubleday said. 

Mr. Doubleday denied that the 
charge for operating the electricity 
generating plant was excessive, say¬ 
ing it was entirely based upon 
wages. 

"My understanding again is that 
we would be happy ultimately to 
hand that responsibility over as 
well" Mr. Doubleday said. 

"We would like to move out of 
that particular area." 

He also said that earthmoving 
machinery bould be hired. 


I Norfolk mails now 
worst in years 

• MAILS TO AND FROM Australia will 
! be fewer, and more subject to delay, 
than for many years. 

With week-end work banned at the 
Post Office, incoming mail from 
Saturday and Sunday Qantas flights 
will not begin being sorted until Mon¬ 
day mornings. 

Even then, it will have to wait un¬ 
til New Zealand outgoing mail has 
been cleared for the Air New Zealand 
Monday flight. « 

This means that mail from Sydney 
could take a week to reach the Nor¬ 
folk addressee. 'A letter posted in 
Sydney suburbs on a Tuesday would 
not be carried to Norfolk until Sat¬ 
urday, and not sorted until some 
time Monday. 

Sydney letters posted on a Friday 
would not be put into a Norfolk box; 
until late Wednesday or Thursday 
morning. 

Deputy Adminstrator C. I. Buffett 
said Friday he had not wanted to cut 
out weekend sorting and despatching 
of mail, but had to do so because of 
instructions from Canberra. 

Postmaster Baker McCoy said the 
Post Office staff would be glad to 
have free time on the weekend, but 
that it wasn't their wish that mails 
be delayed. 

He said that the loss of about 15 
hours' work over the weekends would 
mean that operations in the Post Offlct 
would be more rushed on weekdays, 
but that he did not expect a backlog 
to build up. 

On Tuesdays and Thtr sdays there 
are no incoming flights, and the 
staff regard these as "catch-up" days, 
he said. 


—— — .i ii —————— 

Secret co«rittee embargoes Norfolk money 


The Australian bureaucracy has 
imposed a secret embargo on spend¬ 
ing money on Norfolk. 

The embargo came to light during 
the Royal Commission when Educ¬ 
ation Department's Douglas Hood 
discussed The Student Assistance Act. 

"There is an interdepartmental co¬ 
mmittee .for Norfolk Island" Mr. 

Hood said. 

"We were advised by the repres¬ 
entative of Treasury that he would 
not allow any expenditure at all on 
behalf of Norfolk Island until the 
government had made a decision 
as to its future. 

"Now that was some time before 
the Royal Commission was set up, 


or the earlier enquiry” Mr. Hood 
added. 

Secretary of the committee was 
from the Department of Capital Ter¬ 
ritory, representatives of Health, 
Treasury, Education and"quite a few 
other departments". 

The committee met regularly in 
1974 but had not been meeting now 
for some time. 

The Royal Commissioner. Sir John 
Nimmo, and Counsel Assisting the 
Commission, Mr. Cedric Hampson 
<2. C., both said they had never 
heard of the committee. 

Counsel said he would have Tre¬ 
asury along to tell more about the 
committee. 




If you 
can wait 
2 months 
you’re 
in luck 




AN ALL-NEW model 6f the TN360 is sched¬ 
uled to reach Norfolk late in January. 

IT'S SO NEW that full specifications are 
not even available yet. 

BUT IT WILL BE even better than the 

TN360s you see all over the Island — the TFBk 

powerful small trucks that have proved to 
be ideal for conditions here, carrying big 
loads of cargo and always ready to go. 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE keeps a full 
range of spares in stock in case you need 
quick service. 

CAN YOU WAIT until the new year? 

The new TN360 will be worth the wait. 

HUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: i. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.Q. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND * SOUTH PACIFIC 28W 




METHODISTS OFFER TO RON VILLAGE FOR THE 
ELDERLY IF AUSTRALIA FINDS THE MONEY 


“ The Methodist Church has offered 
to run a youth welfare service and a 
village for old people on Norfolk. 

However, the Australian Govern¬ 
ment would have to provide the 
money. 

The offer was made in a submis¬ 
sion to the Royal Commission. 

The .Methodist General Superin¬ 
tendent of Home Missions and Evan¬ 
gelism , the Reverend Robert Smith, 
said the Church on the island would 
work with and supervise a qualified 
youth worker of any denomination. 

"We regard this as imperative" Mr 
Smith said, "in order that young 
people may receive the assistance 
of the best skills, both sociological, 
and in terms of self-understanding 
and the creative use of leisure time. " 

The Church could provide land for 
an aged persons complex on Norfolk. 
Mr. Smith continued. 

Nl Is Australia^ 
says Att.-General 

Norfolk is a territory coming under 
the sovereignty of Australia — and 
indeed is a part of the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

This opinion from the Attorney- 
General's Department has been del¬ 
ivered to the Royal Commission. 

The Department says Norfolk's 
status is clear from any of three points 
of view — from Australian constit¬ 
utional law: from Australia’s right 
to take over from Britain; and from 
general international law. 

Although some doubts have been 
thrown on the idea that the island 
comes under constitutional law, 
the doubts have never crystallised. 

Furthermore, the departments says, 
the clear trend of High Court judge¬ 
ments has been to deny any distinc¬ 
tion between mainland and territ¬ 
ories, or territories that originally 
formed part of a state and those that 
did not. 


Ex-Off.Sec. back 

GORDON WILLIAMS, Official Sec¬ 
retary of Norfolk Island in 1964 and 
1965, is visiting the Island with his 
wife. 

He is currently Director of Mines 
for the Northern Territory. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams and their 
children visited Norfolk several years 
ago. 
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Retirement villages for hundreds 
of mainland elderly were already 
provided in Australia by the Church. 

The Methodist Church could start 
and run such a project on Norfolk. 

Mr. Smith said the Church had come 
to Norfolk in 1879, and had freed 
many islanders from the prevailing 
scourge of alcoholism. 

Norfolk tourists 
getting younger 

Travelodge has noticed a change 
in the type of tourist coming to Nor¬ 
folk recently. 

They were once primarily from 
an older age group, basically retired 
or nearing retiring age. 

"There has been a tendency over 
the last two or three years for a 
younger age group to be interested 
in visiting the island" Travelodge 
told the Royal Commission. 

The submission criticised the stan¬ 
dard of accommodation now available. 

"Accommodation should be of 
good standard and quality but not 
of the luxury international standard 
--- but certainly of a level beyond 
what is available on the island at 
present” Travelodge noted. 

The provision of suitable facilit¬ 
ies and phasing out of outdated and 
outmoded premises had been con¬ 
tinually referred to over the years 
as being essential to the development 
of the island's economy. 

"Travelodge is convinced there is 
a critical need for a master plan 
for the co-ordinated development 
of a tourist infrastructure for Nor¬ 
folk Island” the submission said. 


Pensions fen. 

If Norfolk becomes part of Australia, 
social security payments to the Island 
will amount to half a million dollars 
a year, on present day figures. 

The estiim te was given to the Royal 
Commission by the Acting Assistant 
Director-General in charge of Policy, 
Mr. Alan Sellwood. 

"The cost is based on the assump¬ 
tion that the incidence of invalidity, 
widowhood, eligibility for pensions, 
births, etc., which occurs in Aust¬ 
ralia, is also applicable to Norfolk 
island” he said. 

Length of residence in Norfolk is¬ 
land was not taken into account. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 


HOW THE AUST. MONEY CRUNCH AFFECTS NORFOLK 


(continued from page one) 
support from Australia may be held 
up until the Australian political 
battle is resolved. These three are: 

• Remaining payments of Austra¬ 
lia’s yearly grant to Island finances. 

The grant is $126, 000 this year, 
of which about $50, 000 has already 
been paid by the Treasury. 

#tA new loan of $100, 000, some 
or all of which may be needed to 
pay for the third Island generator 
installation. This loan, applied for 
earlier this month, has already been 
approved by Treasury. Basic gen¬ 
erating equipment is scheduled to 
arrive on Norfolk in December, and 
further parts and equipment between 
January and March. 

• Funds for continuing the King¬ 
ston Restoration program. Some 
cos* of the program including sal¬ 
aries paid to the Restoration Team 
are paid for out of the Admin's Rev¬ 
enue Fund, and then re-imbursed by 
Australia. While the Admin has ad¬ 
equate money on hand to continue 
paying the team's salaries, the qu¬ 
estion is whether the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment wants the work continued, 
knowing it will get a bill for re-im- 
bursing the Admin. Deputy Admin¬ 
istrator Buffett has asked for Canber¬ 
ra's approval to continue paying out 
salAIies, but he had not received an 
answer at the week-end. 

Norfolk would feel further effects 
. if the Australian crisis continues for 
long, but such local effects would 
be reflections of real chaos on the 
mainland. 

The Deputy Administrator said 
some capital works projects could 
be put off if the Australian funds 
: crisis continued for long. 

Works Depot say wait 

He mentioned possible delays in 
the purchase of new vehicles, and 
the fact that the Works Depot could 
continue in its present location at 
the Old Military Barracks if compl¬ 
etion of the new Cascade Road Depot 
had to be put off. 

Tenders closed Thursday for bids 
on two new vehicle shelters to be 
built at the new Depot, expected to 
cost in the vicinity of $60, 000. The 
Tender Board, consisting of the Works 
Supervisor, the Administrative Officer 
and the Official Secretary, is expect¬ 
ed to deal with the tenders promptly, 
but start of construction could be 
postponed. 

The Island is committed to several 
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large payments that could drain ava¬ 
ilable funds. The Deputy Administ¬ 
rator said. These include $255, 000 
set aside for part of the new gener¬ 
ating equipment, $90, 000 in repay¬ 
ments due for wages paid to the Kin¬ 
gston-area restoration team, and a 
further $100, 000 in wages to the team 
that the Admin has not yet filed re¬ 
imbursement claims for. 

"The money in the Revenue Fund 
now has got to bridge us over and 
keep us going until Australian money 
;starts flowing again, " he told the 
News. 

"Meanwhile we’ve got to be care¬ 
ful about our spending, " he added. 

secret Cornell talks 

A closed-session meeting of Council 
will be held tonight to allow Council 
to consider the situation in detail, and 
advise the Deputy Administrator which 
capital works projects might be defer¬ 
red, and what other courses of action 
might be taken if the squeeze contin- 

The Council session will be private 
because of the long-standing view of 
the Administration that financial mat¬ 
ters should not be aired in public un¬ 
til they are definitely determined. 


Australian Government funds have 
already dried up for some types of 
mainland spending, such as region¬ 
al development programs. If the 
crisis continues, more Government 
agencies will simply run out of money 
in their bank accounts, and will have 
to shut down unless theit employees 
and suppliers are willing to carry on 
normally and wait to be paid later 
on. 

Prime Minister Gough Whitlam 
said in a statement Friday night that 
he expected public servants to con¬ 
tinue at their posts, and assured them 
that all money due them would be 
paid when the crisis is over. 

He also appealed to private emp¬ 
loyers not to lay off employees whose 
wages are partly or fully re-imbursed 
by federal grants. 

The Australian crisis is the result 
of a political decision by the Liberal 
Country Party that the Labor Govern¬ 
ment has lost the confidence of vo¬ 
ters, and should be removed from 
power. The Opposition coalition 
has used its majority in the Senate 
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■OVERSEAS TELEPHONE calls and 
telegrams will aontinue through nor¬ 
mal weekend hours despite the over¬ 
time ban on Admin activities. 

The OTC is a separate Australian 
entity, and won't have cuts unless 
they are ordered from Australia. 

The telephone operators are paid 
by the Admin, but cover evening and 
weekend work on a rostered basis, not 
involving any overtime. 


PENSIONS BEING CHECKED 

OLD-AGE PENSIONS and Repatriat¬ 
ion pensions will probably not be 
interrupted by the mainland money 
squeeze, but confirmation that these 
cheques will continue to reach Island 
pensioners is being awaited by the 
Deputy Administrator. 

On Friday he asked Mr. Bill Syrette, 
of the Department of the Capital Ter¬ 
ritory, to investigate the question and 
let him know. 

It was rumoured in Canberra at the 
week-end that Mr. Fraser would reach 
a compromise position with the Gov¬ 
ernment on this particular point, as¬ 
suring that pension payments would 
not be held up. 


to with-hold approval of bills need¬ 
ed to authorise money to be spent. 

The leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Fraser) is gambling that the money 
shut-off will put the country in such 
dis-array that the Governor-General 
will have to conclude that Australia 
is not being properly governed, and 
that a new election must be held. 

The Prime Minister, determined to 
weather the crisis and hoping that 
voters will resent the Opposition’s 
causing such turmoil, is sticking on 
the ground that the Senate has no 
right to block funds. 

Former Prime Minister Sir Robert 
Menzies stepped into the battle last 
Tuesday, breaking a long silence on 
public affairs. He appeared at his 
office in Collins Street, Melbourne, 
and dictated a long statement for 
publication. 

He said that the Senate had the un¬ 
disputed right to defer or reject fin¬ 
ancial measures, and that the cur¬ 
rent Australian situation is one in 
which this right was properly exer¬ 
cised. 
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The political/financial crisis In Australia 



MINISTER FREEZES LAND SALES AT LORD HOWE iSLaND 
No more "Islander preference" under Aust. Laws 


LAND TRANSFERS at Lord Howe 
Island have been frozen by the NSW 
Minister for Lands, Hon J. M. Mason. 

He has told Island residents that 
present applications for land will be 
held over until the new Lord Howe 
Island Act comes into effect. 

Mr. Mason had said last month that 
he hoped the new Act could take 
effect "during 1976". He said the NSW 
Parliament might pass the Act by next 
June. 

Mr. Mason's latest statements mean 
that "Islander preference" on Lord Howe 
is now a thing of the past. 

Under the new law, leases will be 
able to be sold to anyone. A person 
who has lived on the island for three 
years will have preference over a non¬ 
resident if both are willing to pay the 
asking price for the land. 

But a leaseholder will be able to ask 
any price he likes for his property, and 
A a non-resident buys it he will be 
allowed to move to Lord Howe at once. 

Mr. Mason's statements were included 
in a list of answers to questions that 


had been asked by Lord Howe residents. 

Mr. Jim Whistler, editor of the Lord 
Howe Island "Signal", says in an 
editorial that he believes the new laws 
will bring inflated values and specu¬ 
lative buying and selling to Lord Howe. 

"Such possibilities are not for the 
best," he says. "In the meantime it 
would appear that we have offered very 
little opposition." 



PACIFIC ROUND 



Meanwhile a petition to the NSW 
Minister for Lands, asking that "Island¬ 
er preference" be maintained in the 
future, has also been smartly answer¬ 
ed; "NO." 

The petition, reported in the News 
two weeks ago, was signed by 94 Lord 
Howe residents. This is the equivalent 
of more than half of the island's 176 


"The matters raised in the petition 
submitted have been given very close 
consideration, " the Minister (Hon. J. ty. 
Mason) has said. 

"However, as I stated when visiting 
the Island recently while the Islander 
concept may have been appropriate in 
the past it is no longer tolerable to 
have two classes of citizens in a small 
community." 

He goes on to say that the law on 
Lord Howe will be changed "to bring 
it more into line with present day praq, 
tice elsewhere." 

He adds th#t he feels sure the new 
laws will bring about "a more harmon r 
ious community situation" and "greatejj 
control over developments which 
might affect the environment. " 

Action will now be taken to prepare 
the amendments to the Lord Howe Isl¬ 
and Act, as announced by Mr. Mason 



FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please; make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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winners In the A & II Society Shew this year 


Beet Sand Posy - under 8": 1, 

Debra Nobbs. 

Best Miniature Garden: 1, Patricia 
Smith. 

Best Piece of Cross-stitch: 1, mar¬ 
ia Hillier; 2, leanne Adams; 3, Fiona 
Adams. 

Best Tablecloth: 2, Linda Snell. 

Best Pillow; 1. Tracey Knight. 

Best Tablemat or runner: 1, Roch¬ 
elle Richards. 

Best Babies Frock: 1, Anne Fresh= 
water; 2, Marie Hillier. 

Best Formal Frock: 2, Donna 
Wood. 

Best Garment: 1, Helen Svendsen; 

2, Patricia Smith; 3, Helen Svend¬ 
sen. 

Best Article in Woodwork: 1 & 2, 
John Adams; 3, Mark Preschelt. 

Best article in Metalwork: 1, Jim¬ 
my Tavener. 

Best Printed Material: 1, Peter 
Quintal; 2, & 3, Patricia Smith. 


Best Crocheted Article: 1, Helen 
Svendsen; 2 Linda Snell; 3, Robyn 
Jensen. 

Best Butter Cake, no icing: 1. 

Daren Nobbs; 2, Gaelene Nobbs; 3, 
Michelle McCoy. 

Best 6 Small cakes; iced: 1, Mar¬ 
got Alston, 2, Kerry Robertson; 3, 
.Michael Nobbs. -'if 
Best 6 Scones: 1, Margot Alston; 

2, Denise Boniface; 3. Helen Sven- 
jdsen. 

Best Construction in string & other 
media; 1, Denise Burrel; 2. Melinda 
Inglis; 3. Michael Smith. 

Best Display of Norfolk Shells: 1, 
Denise Burnel; 2, Russel Kilbourne; 

3, Clark Saint. 

Best Piece of Jewellery: 1; Patricia 
Smith, 2, Linda Snell; 3, Patricia 
Smith. 

! Largest Lantana Sump: 1&2, Jim- 
; my Tavener. 





Welcome to N'rfo’k si tors — Lift oat this sapaW* 4, *** 

keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 


MtMFMM TOURIST MEWS 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouqut 

There is a suggestion box at the Tout 
Bureau; or write the Ne ws, P . O. Box 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
•5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ- 
Back issues of Norfolk's unique ian in the evenings, and Jes& Buffett 

stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. on weekends. 

If you want them (and many people Overseas phones operate from 10am 


Christian, Lorraine Conaghan ard 
Peter Evans actually work lor^ 
than that. Mail is sorted^ 
its arrival by air eve^ 

People with pos*m^^^ ^ 

been known H 

P.O. r/; ' 

v cv°VVo°i'^ ,be 

b^^^rfe Sunday at 
b v ^ and Saturday at 

^.^V^^^Aiand: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4. ^^^^Lesday, Thursday and Friday 
fot .patch the following day. 


this Week 

on Norfolk 

! MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
■ Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
! Film. Norfolk Hotel 
; TUESDAY 

Commandant's Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
I Film, Leagues Club 
i Darts, R. S. L Club 
i WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, srn'bord. Valley View 
. N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
1 Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
jj SUNDAY 

( Film, srn’bord, Valley View I 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; frt r 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from ’Of 
to noon, and again f - om 3pm to 6:>n 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes'! 
A minimum call to New Zealand s 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can 
x a delay. The beginning and end of 
1 each day are the busiest times, and 
\ if you must get through then it can 
help to make a boo’ ing in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6 pm 
weekdays, Sam to 2.30pm Saturdrys 
and Sam to 2prn Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gil 
and Harry Nichols will sell you me 5 ? 
ages at 5c a word to either Austral?., 
or New Zealand. If you send a wee 
end telegram to Australia you’ll tvs* 
the phone number, because Aust? i> 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturca 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Mono 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring gout 
motorbike handling, a genius fcr 
ing people on the road. 


I PA TON PLACE 

} may be 'out of town’ 

[ but when you get there 

j ^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree k 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimn 



PITCAIRN AND NORFQL; 
stamps, 1st Day Cove' 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF’SET: 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corn; ■ 


Research Makes the Difference 



The World's Most Experienced 
Transistor Radio Manufacturer 


TTTough! 
and smoooth 



Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 


SEIKO 

cameraunes 

pioneer 

hibiscus radio service 


CAUTION* only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 







Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

Low-Priced Grog, bet NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
Reaeaber Bond's Hours It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


The Island's only "bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. ni. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 

ionth for Inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
E uropean wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
joint out that the bond imjx>rts 
most of Its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi- Centenary bottles, and a 
'rowing range of miniature 
Lotties of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
t avellers only, and charges a bit 
agher prices - worth the convenience 
i you want to take some cheer 
.aok home with you. 


Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
. "aii-ly by community effort rather 
i?.n by complicated welfare and tax- 
ton systems. One of the good causes 
’ople on Norfolk support and con¬ 
ib ute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

•wulUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 
Mitist: 9-5, weekdays only 
f ist ting: 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 


As we hope visitors won't have to 
'earn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
/our visit should make you wish there 
;ere something you might do for the 
3land community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P.QBox 94. 


That correct gentleman, 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidlfy King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time - there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. * 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. M In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC; 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST ; 

Sunday SchooJ 10 a. m., services at 
11am. and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
©HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

nDrkl 7 ruvc 7 on O __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN i UATO ““ l #0U am TO b piO only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers... tinopeners...candles... first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Many "Bounty" Naaes in 

While you're on Norfolk Island you 
are probably more dependent on the 
sea than you or your family have been 
for some generations. 

Except for the light-but-costly 
things that sensibly come by air 
freight, everything you use, eat, 
sleep on, ride in or buy was either 
made on the island or brought by 
ocean vessels. 

And Norfolk doesn't have a har¬ 
bour. 

Your holiday on the island is 
supported by a rugged, sometimes 
improvised "we're ready when you 
are" system of unloading anchored 
ships with the use of 30ft. lighters 
loaded by hand and towed to the 
pier by launches. 

When a ship is due the lighterage 
operation starts at dawn when 
Boony Buffett, the island's Works 
Supervisor, inspects the Kingston 
and Cascade landings to see which is 
suitable for use. Having decided, he 
drives to Norfolk’s radio station, 
opens it up, and broadcasts a call 
to the work crews. 

The broadcast is listened to by the 
ship, which heads for the chosen land¬ 
ing. 

If Cascade is the spot, heavy equip¬ 
ment drivers head for Kingston and 
begin moving the mobile cranes, 
launches and lighters across the island. 

Many of the men who work the 
lighterage operation are Administrat¬ 
ion employees, and while a ship is 
being unloaded other work around the 
island has to wait -- road grading, 
electricity work and much else. 

More than 40 men stand by to un¬ 
load ships, although on a calm day 
the operation can be handled with 
slightly fewer. 

The first launch out to the newly- 
arrived ship carries the Customs Offic¬ 
er, the shipping agent, and a crew 
of about 14 men, employed by the 
shipping agents. On a recent unload¬ 
ing operation they included Gilbert 
Jackson, Boof Quintal, Matthew 


Crews that Work the ships ^ htera 8 e f tem ^yf em P r “ e 

~ The men who work it almost all have 


Quintal, Nicky Quintal, Shane 
Quintal, Fannie Christian, Toofy 
Christian, Brown Christian, Eric 
Adams, Kelvin Adams, Eric Wake¬ 
field, Bear Graham, John Berganin 
and Bill Sanders, and most of them 
are able to handle winch operations, 
hatchman's duties, or stevedoring, 
and often trade off jobs from ship 
to ship. 

The 26 or so lighterage men in¬ 
clude Short Graham, Uckoo Douran, 
Bosun Graham and Carl Schmitz 
working the launches; and Beef 
Buffett, Mr. Gran Christian, Sputty 
Douran, Culla Graham, Morg Graham, 
John Lorking, Toby LeCren, Ross 
McPhail, Moose Menzies, Starchy. 
Nobbs, Bebs Sanders and Winton Sand¬ 
ers on the unpowered lighters, which 
are steered through the surf with a 
long sweep oar astern. 

On the jetty Smudge Christian and 
Blimp Christian operate the mobile 
cranes lifting cargo from the lighters. 
Others in the jetty crew include 
Mick Bailey, Boy Sat Buffeu, Tom 
Buffett, Tatie Christian, Bari Grube, 
Bushells Quintal, Narta Snell and Wilf 
Randall. 

Everyone but the tally clerks and 
Boony Buffett is paid on a tonnage 
basis. 

On an average day the crew can un¬ 
load over 200 tons of cargo -- canned 
goods, cars, crates, buses, generators, 
spare parts -- all the things Norfolk 
(and you) need to go on leading a 
reasonably comfortable existence. 

On a good day, when there is no 
surge at the wharf and things are work¬ 
ing smoothly, the crews can handle 
300 tons. That means either a shorter 
day, or more pay for the day. Ships 
these days average 350 or 400 tons of 
cargo inbound, and perhaps 50 tons of 
outward cargo from Norfolk -- empty 
gas cylinders, beer kegs, personal 
effects of people leaving the island, 
and often a car or two they're taking 
away with them. 

By big-port standards, the Norfolk 


other "normal" jobs, and turn out 
early when a ship reaches the Island. 
The heavy work is done by small 
winches, slings, cranes and muscle. 
The lighters are swept into pierside 
by a combination of swell, eye and 
judgment. Many of the men are bare¬ 
foot. The "discipline" and the safe¬ 
ty regulations are closer to the 19th 
century than the 20th. 

But it works. The safety record has 
been excellent; some painful and 
regrettable accidents, but nothing 
really major for years. Cargo some- 



WHEN A SEA IS RUNNING AT KING¬ 
STON, THE LAUNCHMAN JUDGES 
WHEN THE SURGE WILL QUIET AND 
THEN SHOOTS THE UGHTER IN. 
times gets knocked about, but when 
you watch the work in a rough sea the 
wonder is that the men can manage 
at all. And the cost is under $10 a 
ton, all in. In Sydney, where water¬ 
side workers are full-time profession¬ 
als and their gear includes fork lift 
trucks, giant cranes and other sophis¬ 
ticated equipment, the cost ranges. 
around $15. 

Sit near the pier and watch for an 
hour, if you're fortunate enough to be 
visiting Norfolk when one of the 
small cargo liners arrives. And if 
you find a tin of grapefruit sections 
on the market shelf which is dented, 
remember how it got here. 



MUCH OF TONIGHT'S DINNER CAME ASHORE IN A SLING AT DAY’S END, THE LAST LOAD OUT IS THE LIGHTERS 






SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 

late in the day on 

Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK — OCT. 27 - NOV. 2 «« 

frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

NEWS: Hon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 World & 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local: 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Music Round¬ 
about - Sylvia 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 PetulafPart 2) 

10.45 Black Opal 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11. 30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12.05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I'm Sorry I'll Read 
That Again (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Vanity Fair 
12.00 Local News 

12.05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

WEDNESDAY 

7.00 Music (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 
10. 05 Ring of Bright 
Water 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Intern'l Call 
1.00 News 
TH URSDAY 

I. 00 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Mag. (Pat) 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Inspector W est 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Frank Muir (Beryl) 
10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 
12.00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Top of Pops 
1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Tdp 10 

2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 

4.00 Music (Daphne) 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children’s story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (15) 

8.15 Play - Full Fathom 5 

9.15 Music - The Planets 

Holst 



at 10.30, so I prepared myself early. 
Security was tight. I was frisked with 
feigned seriousness by a modest, bulky 
officer who removed all portable art¬ 
icles. 

The view from the public gallery is 
quite splended really. The new court 
was as brightly lit and colourful as a 
Warner Bros, production, the freshly 
painted Coat of Arms precariously 
angled over the judge. He gazed 
through cloudy spectacles in a bemused 
sort of way at the chewing, shambling 
coloured youth, slowly echoing the 
defendant’s remarks whilst writing 
with profound concern for the truth in 
an enormous ledger. "Yes.. .you went 
down... to the chip shop... " 

The trial of forty 'coloured youths' 
(prussian blue, arctic white etc.) 
accused of assault on police at the 
'Carrot Club' was in its sixtieth day. 
Many of the barristers persued their 
hobbies on the hidden shelf of their 
desk or fell gently asleep with fitful 
scratchings. After all, the West In¬ 
dian accent issuing through strenuous 
mouthfuls of Wrigley's Gum is scarce¬ 
ly a refined stimulant. The prosecu¬ 
tor chose his language for immortality. 


"You persist in maintaining then, 
your absence at the affray?" 

"I dunno. We wus seun 'o 'ad the 
best recuds." 

"Ahl You're quite partial to the 
grammophone then?” 

"Uh... Yuh." 

("Please take the substance you are 
chewing out of your mouth, it is im¬ 
portant for your defence" pleads the 
judge. The mount of latex on the 
dock rises imperceptibly.) The prose¬ 
cutor continues, overjoyed at this 
promised fluency. 

"So you conceive of music as a 
source of inspiration then Mr. Shaft?" 

"Uh... Nuh." 

"You mean you don’t feel happy 
when you hear happy music or sad 
when you hear sad music?" (simple 
ideas for the simple fellow), 

"Nuh." 

"Come, come Mr. Shaft. Although 
you possess grammophone records, 
you persist in maintaining to this 
court that you remain unaffected?" 

"Uh... Yuh." 

"Why bother listening to music at 
all?" (exasperated, in pique). 

"It’s somethin' t' move t', in it?" 

The prosecutor refreshes himself 
with a fastidious sip of water, poured 
by the usher with perfect servi lity. 

My friends, music turns up in die 
most unexpected places, with the 
most uncertain of philosophies, here 
in London. 



Sliding prizes atarded to Secondary School 







SECONDARY SCHOOL winners in the 
1975 Norfolk Island Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society Show included 
the youngsters listed here. 

The News picsed three at random, 
mainly because their entries could be 
reproduced here: Jimmy Tavener's 
lantana stumps on P. 1, Cherie Nobbs' 
handwriting, and Howard Martin's 
design. 

Our congratulation: and compli¬ 
ments to all who had the initiative 
to enter the Show, and especially to 
these prize-winners. 


Best Handwriting: 1, Cherie Nobbs; 
2, Kerry. Robertson; 3, Marie Hillier. 
Best Drawing - Black and White: 

1, 2, & 3, Peter Quintal. 

Best Design or Drawing - in Col¬ 
oured pencil or texta: 1, Howard 
Martin; 2, Kerry Robertson; 3, How¬ 
ard Martin. 

Best Painting: 1, Kerry Robertson; 

2, Marylin Quintal; 3, Tracey Kni¬ 
ght. 

Best Poster of Norfolk Island: 1, 

; Rocky Hancherow. 

' . Best Sculpture - .any medium; 1. 
Rocky Hancherow; 2, Kerry Robert¬ 
son; 3 Peter Quintal. 




EDITORIAL 


"THIS DEPARTMENT BELIEVES that the present situation is anomalous, " says 
the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs, speaking of Norfolk Island’s 
position. 

Foreign Affairs supports the Department of the Special Minister of State, 
which it says is "correct in urging development toward full participation with 
the rest of Australia." 

"We believe that Australia’s interests would be best served by the Island’s 
full incorporation into Australia," Foreign Affairs continues. 

"We see no reason why this should conflict with the real interests of the 
islanders, ’’ the Department goes on. 

People who live on Norfolk, says the Department,’’should enjoy to the full 
the same rights and duties as people living on the mainland." 

It is so hard to get such people to understand. 

They do not know Norfolk. They prefer, tp live’ in Australia. And so they 
assume that we are deprived, and that we need to be tidied up, made to con¬ 
form, forced into the mould that 13, 000, 000 mainlanders find themselves in. 

With a few exceptions, practically everyone on Norfolk could find a way 
,to move to the mainland if he or she really wanted to. and "enjoy to the full 
the Tights and duties" of people there. Some hjorfolk people do move, and 
good luck to them. Often they can't wait to return. 

Most prefer to stay here. Most like Norfolk the way it is better than they 
like the mainland the way it is. 

One of the few serious threats facing Norfplk is that our future is being 
studied by highly-trained people who hate anomalies. Of course Norfolk is 
anomalous, to mainland eyes. 

In,a;world where tolerance is thought to be a virtue and freedom of choice 
is thought to^be desirable, it must be possible for Australia to observe that 
Norfolk people choose to live the Norfolk way of life -- and for Australia to 
tolerate a bi< of anomaly, 1, 000 miles from its shores. 







Norfolk 


(Helen Payne continues from last 
week with good ideas for vegetables 
now in season.) 

THE SECOND VEGETABLE which 
has been showing itself in excellent 
shape is silver beet. 

Unfortunately, I don't know any 
glamorous story about it (unless you 
thought Popeye was a glamour boy) 
but we do know it is a good substitute 
for the European spinach or its relative 
in New Zealand. The name probably 
comes from the similarity of the fol¬ 
iage to that of beetroot but instead of 
being red-green it is white or silver - 
green. Incidentally, the word spinach 
has its origin in old French "espinache" 
which is thought to have been derived 
from Persia by way of Arabia. 

Try using silver beet this way - you 
can serve it hot or cold. 

ESTONIAN SPINACH PIE 
8 oz. plain flour 
\ level tspn salt 
3 level tspns baking powder 
5 oz. margarine 

3 oz. grated tasty cheese 
l/3rd cup milk (approx) 

Sift dry ingredients into a bowl, rub 
in margarine, add cheese and mix well. 
Add milk gradually to mixture making 
a dry dough. Roll out 2/3rds. of pasny 
and line a 9” pie plate, reserving re¬ 
maining pastry for top of pie. Brush 
over base of pie shell with a little egg 
white (from the two eggs used for the 
filling.) This helps keep the base from 
becoming soggy. 

Filling: 

1 bunch spinach or 1 dozen large leaves 
1 level tblspn butter 
1 onion diced 

4 rashers lean bacon, chopped 
1 dstspn vinegar 

4 oz. tasty cheese, finely sliced 

1 level tblspn flour 

2 eggs, lightly beaten 

Wash spinach in salted water, discard 
most of the white stalks, shred leaves 
and drain. Melt butter in a saucepan, 
fry onion and bacon. Remove sauce¬ 
pan from heat. Add remaining in¬ 
gredients including spinach. Spoon 
mixture into prepared pie shell. Roll 
out remaining pastry and cover pie. 
Glaze edges and press together. Bake 
in hot oven, 400 degrees. Nice served 
with baked tomato halves or a crisp 
cool lettuce and tomato salad with a 
sharp dressing. 

This pie is excellent cold and is use¬ 
ful when planning a picnic. 


LIVING 
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FURTHER TO MAKING of rock/ 
pebble gardens, I have listed the 
following suitable plants for a large 
rock garden. Of course, there are 
many more, but these will give some 
names for a start when setting out 
your new garden. 

Portulacaria (Chinese Jade) 

Agate ) in many varieties 
Aloe ) 

Sanseveria, Golden Hahnii, is a 
small variety - small wide leaves 
forming a rosette, with deep yellow, 
centre green. 

Rheo - Rosettes deep green with pur¬ 
ple reverse, also known as Moses in 
Basket. 

Yucca - for background in large 
gardens - is shapely plant, with heads 
of beautiful cream bells. 

Serissa is a small attractive shrub 
with small leaves edged with white 
flowers. This can be pruned to spread 
flatly, or bushed. 

Nandina - dwarf best - coloured in 
Autumn. 

Euphorbia - common name Crown of 
Thorns - very attractive red flowers - 
very good in any dry conditions. 
Begonia - Semper florens, is nice 
spot of colour, but does prefer semi- 
shaded rockery. 

Furcraea - large garden - green rosettes 
with white edges, 

Bouganvellia - Harrisui, is a spread¬ 
ing type, with variegated foliage and 
mauve flowers. This is good to train 
over low wall or large stones. 

N. Z. Flames - red and variagated are 
a must. 

STERILISING A SEED BED 

Use i part of commercial formula 
to 50 parts of water; water bed at rate 
of l£ gallons to each square foot of 
seed bed, cover with a plastic sheet 
for 24 hours. Sow seeds after 14 days 
from date of using formula. 

GARLIC INSECTICIDE 
Soak 3 oz. garlic in 2 teasp. paraffin 
pil for 48 hours. Mix with 1 pint of 
jvater and £ oz. of any oil-based soap, 
pottle and use 1 part to 99 parts water. 

: This spray is for all insects and is 
Jiarmless to humans and pets. 

These above two recipes I thought 
could be useful. 


THE J E SUIT’S BARK 
by Padre Don Pedro Luis 
de Chinchonay Quinin. 


OF ALL THE scourges of mankind, 
malaria has been the worst, and through¬ 
out the ages has probably killed more 
people than all the wars in history put 
together. Chingiz Khan and Attila 
combined were nqt more terrible than 
a hungry anophelene mosquito. So 
when the unknown Jesuit who discover¬ 
ed that the bar.k of a certain South 
American tree could, when boiled up 
and infused, effect a cure he deserves 
more honour of mankind than all the 
military leaders who have ever lived. 

The author of this book, written in 
1752 and only recently available in an 
English translation, was a Jesuit priest 
who spent most of his working life in 
Lima and Potosi in Peril. He was the 
private chaplain-cum-secretary to 
Cardinal Santalto, and as such had 
access to all the private papers and 
secret files in the Inquisition offices. 

And what a picture he builds up. Vast 
numbers of Spanish settlers and over 
three-quarters of the Amerind slave 
labour in the silver mines, on which the 
wealth of the New World depended, 
sooner or later succumbed to the dis¬ 
ease. At the time the cause was attri¬ 
buted to the bad air (mal aria) which 
came off the marshes, and it was not 
until Ronald Ross discovered the insect 
vector that it was realised that it was 
the mosquitoes that bred in the swamps 
rather than the miasmas themselves 
that caused the disease. 

Herbal medicines and decoctions o r 
plants were a standard treatment of the 
tiroes, so it was not surprising that 
sooner or later a tree-bark should be 
boiled up and given to patients with 
the ague with miraculous results. As 
most of the doctors of the times were 
in holy orders it was thus called the 
Jesuits' bark. 

Jesuits have always been suspect and 
unpopular because of their intelligence 
and power, and were at one stage sus¬ 
pended for nearly half a century. The 
power they wielded corrupted them 
and when they attained absolute power 
it corrupted them absolutely. But the 
good they did in discovering quinine 
far outweights their ills; and this was 
a case where a Jesuit's bark was not 
worse than its bite. 

HENRY SMITH 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 




KEEPING ANIMAL S'HE ALT HY 

If yoar aniwls are lossy they want yoor help 


JOHN RYVES, who contributes to The 
News on animal health subjects, says 
this is the time of year to be concern - 
about controlling lice. 

In addition to his comments, which 
follow, he recommends cattle owners 
read the accompanying article. It is 
from the N.S.W.Agricultural Ga¬ 
zette. 


HORSES, PIGS, SHEEP, DOGS AND 
CATS and POULTRY can all suffer 
from lice; their own particular species 
of lice, of course!. 

Horses are commonly infested by 
two species of louse - the biting louse 
and the sucking louse. Pigs are very 
commonly lousy, but only one species 
is involved, and goats harbour many 
louse species, the commonest being 
the red louse. 

The pig louse is a dark coloured, 
oval parasite, quite easily seen. In 
size it varies from 1/12 to 1/4 inch long 
and has a conical head with sucking 
mouth parts. It is yellowish-brown be¬ 
fore it has sucked blood. It remains on 


: CONTROL CATTLEJJCE EARLY 

LICE ARE AN important parasite of 
cattle - they are an annual event. 

Many stock owners treat their cattle 
for lice when infestation becomes ob- 
! vious, but the unfortunate thing about 
this is - it can be a month too late. 

Two types erf lice affect cattle - 
biting lice and sucking lice. Both types 
cause intense irritation and anaemia. 
Sucking lice are the more easily seen, 
biting lice are difficult to find because 
they are dispersed on the skin. Cattle 
lice are from 1/20 to 1/10 inch long, 
and are grey or bluish-grey to red- 
brown. The life history of all species 
is similar - the eggs, which are glued 
to the hairs of the cattle by the females, 
take from eight to nineteen days to 
hatch and produce nymphs, which after 
three moults develop into mature adults. 
The entire cycle is completed within 
three to six weeks. 

Spread of infestation - 

Lice are almost entirely spread by 
direct contact. The loosening of the 
hair on infected animals by biting and 
scratching undoubtedly aids transfer. 

The eggs and lice live only for a few 
days if removed from their cattle host 
and will not infest sheep or human 
beings apart from causing temporary 
skin irritation. 


the pig all its life and is usually lo¬ 
cated round the head, neck and ears, 
belly and between the hind legs - but 
it may be found on all parts of the 
pig's anatomy. The lice travel from 
pig to pig when they are in contact. 

A clean pig may be infected when 
placed in a yard after lousy pigs have 
been removed. Spread, however, is 
not common, apart from direct con¬ 
tact. Quite a variety of treatments 
will kill die lice - Malation, Ciodrin, 
Gammawash, etc. 

For horses, there are many prepara¬ 
tions, including louse powders and in¬ 
secticides such as Gammawash. 

Symptoms are much the same in 
all animals - the lice cause skin 
irritations with resultant scratching, 
rubbing and biting of infested areas. 

A general unthrifty appearance and 
roughened hair coat ate generally noted, 
In severe infestations there may be loss 
of hair and, with the sucking louse, 
anaemia may be the result. 

P.S. REMEMBER when using any in¬ 
secticide, to follow carefully the man¬ 
ufacturer's recommendations. 


Seasonal effects - 

Lice populations on cattle are always 
highest in winter and lowest in summer'. 
The most important factor affecting the 
seasonal prevalence of lice on cattle 
is the temperature of the skin of the 
host. During summer, skin temperat- 
: ure is often high enough to kill most 
lice. A mild or wet summer, or a coltj 
autumn, will cause early build up of 
lice numbers. A late summer or mild 
winter will delay the increase in lice 
populations. The development of win¬ 
ter coats by cattle serves a double pur¬ 
pose - it protects the lice, and it makes 
the lice much harder to see and control! 
Other factors - 

Nutrition is one of the most important 
factors in lice infestation. Cattle in 
good condition can withstand lice better, 
and generally have lighter infestations ■’ 
than animals in poor condition. 

Licking or self-grooming by the ani¬ 
mal is an important method of limit¬ 
ing lice population. Anything that de¬ 
creases self-grooming, for example, 
poor nutrition and poor housing, allows 
lice to increase. 

Drought brings an increase in lice 
numbers, and ill-effects are more 
marked than in normal times. 

Symptoms and diagnosis - 

Because, lice are so irritating, in¬ 
fested animals bite and scratch, pro¬ 


ducing loose hair and sometimes raw 
dreas of skin.. The coat becomes 
toughened and scurfy. Infested calves 
sometimes lick in so much hair that it 
pauses digestive upsets. 

For early treatment, an early diag¬ 
nosis must be made, which is often 
'hot easy; In some cases it may be 
better to make lice control a routine 
procedure every year. Evaluation of 
seasonal conditions as mentioned earl¬ 
ier will indicate the best time to look 
more closely for lice. 

! Moderate to heavy infestations are 
he ones usually seen by farmers. 

•I hen present in such numbers, they 
ire readily detected by eye, particular- 
y out of doors on a bright day. When 
:attle rub themselves against objects, 
here is either a well established lice 
nfestation or a skin disorder. 

Control - 

■' Lice are easily controlled if: Treat- 
nent is applied early; All cattle on the 
iroperty are mustered and treated; 

Jattle have a short hair coat; Treat- 
nent is applied thoroughly and sen- 
ibly. 

There are now three main types of 
:ontrol - dipping, spraying, and the 
ise of pour-on insecticides. (On Nor- 
olk, we have found the pour-ons 
:asier to use, as spray equipment is 
lot readily available). 

The principle of pour-on treatment 
is that the insecticide is applied to the 
animal's back and is then absorbed in¬ 
to the blood stream. When lice feed 
on the cattle tissues they then take up 
the insecticides, and are killed. There 
are now a number of p'our-ons avail¬ 
able such as Tiguvon, Warbex, and 
Lypor. Two treatments are recommeru ¬ 
ed with Tiguvon to control lice, where 
as the~other two recommend a single 
treatment, as they both kill lice eggs. 
Recommendations - 

Treat Tice as early as possible. The 
diagnosis should be based on seasonal 
conditions and close examination of 
cattle. 

Thoroughly wet each animal if 
using spray equipment. 

Repeat treatment at 14 to 19 days to 
kill lice which have hatched since 
last treatment. Most insecticides are 
not capable of killing lice eggs. 

A single thorough treatment should 
kill all lice on the animal. A double 
treatment should destroy the newly 
hatched lice. Some reports of "drug 
resistance" and the necessity for third 
and subsequent sprayings are more 
likely to be caused by unkilled eggs 
hatching and incomplete wetting of 
cattle. 

Make sure you have a complete 
muster for each treatment. Of course 
the double treatment would not apply 
in the case of the single treatment 
pour-ons. 
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Business & ommerce 


FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES' 


' 24th October. 1975^ 

.$1 bought - 

UK 

£E 

.6111 

NZ 

$NZ 

1.1997 

FRANCE 

F.Fr 

5.497 

H/KONG 

HK$ 

6.341 

JAPAN 

YEN 

379.90 

N'LANDS 

F 

3.314 

BWITZ'D 

S.Fr. 

3.315 

W. GERMANY 

Dm. 

3.222 

FIJI 

F$ 

1.0706 

USA 

US$ 

1.2660 

NOUMEA 

NEW. GUINEA 

CP.Fr. 

100.26 

PAR 


(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteOigst 


No. 49 23/10/75 
GAVIN JUDDERY authorised motor 
vehicle inspector. 

COPIES of the Dept of the Capital 
Territory submission to the Royal Co¬ 
mmission available 1st floor Admin. 
POST OFFICE overtime stopped while 
Aust Appropriation Bills held up. 
Temporary new mail closing times: 
To Sydney, 11.30am Wed. and 2.30 
pm Friday. To Auckland, 9am Mon, 
4pm Tues, 4pm Thurs, 2.30pm Fri. 
All mail boxes cleared 10.30am & 
2pm Mon, Wed, Fri; extra clearance 
at Hospital Corner & Middlegate 
2.30pm Thurs. 


AIR NZ CARGO LOADS 
SURPASSING QANTAS 

QANTAS HANDLED a moderate flow 
of air cargo from Sydney last week, 
carrying 450kg Saturday the 18 th, 
280kg Sunday, 230kg Wednesday, 
and 250kg day before yesterday. 

The backlog of some 3, 000kg should 
be cleared in the extra flight sched¬ 
uled for this Friday. 

Air New Zealand's four F-27 flights 
a week from Auckland are bringing 
in more cargo than the DC-4s from 
Sydney. Tallies for last week were 
470kg Saturday the 18th, 270kg Mon¬ 
day, 140kg Wednesday, 250kg Friday, 
and 210kg Saturday. This was a tot¬ 
al of 134kg for the eight-day period, 
compared with Qantas’s 1210kg. 
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HOLIDAY BOOKS FILLED 
AT GORDIE'S POHOEROSA 

"I THOUGHT running a hospital was 
hard work, but I'm sure this will be 
harder," says Gordina Hancherow, 
owner of the new Ponderosa guest 
apartments overlooking the sea at 
Longridge. 

But the row of six flats is off to a 
successful start. They have averaged 
about 75 °Ic occupancy since their open¬ 
ing August 25th, and are now booked 
solid for the next three months. 

That's without any advertising or 
promotion, other than a call Gordie 
made to describe the flats to Norfolk 
Island Tourist Service while she was 
buying furnishings in Sydney. 

”1 haven't yet turned down many 
bookings, " she says, "except for Dec¬ 
ember. Everyone's turned down book- 
lings for December. " 

She says her guests so far have most¬ 
ly come to the Ponderosa as a second 
choice, having been referred to her 
by the owner of the "first choice" ac¬ 
commodation when it was fully book- 
ied. 

Rates at the Ponderosa are $14 a day 
double, with $4 a day each for extra 
occupants. Gordie selected these 
rates because that's what the islander 
and the Crest were charging, she says. 

These rates rely on guests to do 
their own housework. 

The flats are a modified version of 
the Crest Apartments, built by Lennie 
Christian-Bailey on a hilly site up 
above Music Valley. He built the 
Ponderosa for -Gordie, and helped her 
plan and buy furnishings. 

"he learned a few things in design¬ 
ing and building the Crest, and gave 
me the benefit of them, " Gordie says. 

Units at the Ponderosa are based on 
a floor plan of about 24' square. They 
include a bedroom with a double and 
a twin bed, a lounge room -kitchen¬ 
ette and separate bath. 

Gordie says the separate bath makes ' 
it practical for people to sleep two 
in the bedroom and two in the lounge 
room, bringing the daily cost per 
person down to $5. 50. 

The kitchenette includes a four- 
burner stove and an apartment-size 
fridge. 

Each unit has its own balcony look¬ 
ing out over the slopes down toward 
!Watermill Valley, and according to 
IGordie guests almost all find the bal¬ 
cony the place to have their break - 
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fast, in the morning sun. 

[ The Ponderosa also has a laundry 
iroom, toilet and shower for use by 
any of the guests. The extra shower 
is convenient when a party of four 
are occupying a unit. 

The laundry hasn’t been used much 
yet. "People seem to collect laund¬ 
ry and take it back to do at home, 
rather than using holiday time," Gor¬ 
die finds. 

She said approval to build the flats 
took a long time because the site is 
outside the commercial zone that has 
been recommended for future land- 
use laws on the Island. "A couple of 
Councillors worked very hard to helr> 
get the approval," she says. 

She added that she felt they suppor¬ 
ted the plan because she is an Island¬ 
er, because the land is too hilly to be 
economically useful any other way, 
and because "not everyone wants to 
stay in the centre of town. " 

She says she hasn't done a careful 
cost analysis of the Ponderosa as an 
investment yet, and will wait to see 
what her experience actually is. 

"But it’s a good investment," she 
feels sure. "I hope to earn a good 
deal better than bank interest. " 

Gordie believes the Ponderosa's 
main attraction for guests will be its 
nice views and peacefulness. 

"It's nothing flash, ” .she smiles. 

"Just comfortable. " 


MILK BAR COULD SELL 
10) LBS FISH h WEEK 

A READY MARKET exists for fresh 
fish for local tables, Milk Bar prop¬ 
rietors Keith and Judy Jarvis believe. 

They recently bought 50 pounds 
(scaled and filleted) from a fisherman 
and ptit it on the counter. It was 
snapped up without even having to be 
refrigerated. 

The Jarvises estimate they could sell 
100 pounds a week without difficulty, 
if supplies could be obtained. 

Flights This Week 


From To From To From To 
Syd. Syd. Akl. AkL Bne. Bne . 
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From Sydney 

HE de LUM1ERE Voy 8 

delayed by weather at 
Lord Howe; will probably 
arrive today, Oct. 27 


rii 


1 


iW 

ui Aim 


Next sailing from Sydney 
PORT de FRANCE Voy 55 

should start loading 
Nov. 7th. Book now as 
space reservations are 
already heavy. 


From Auckland 

HE de LUM1ERE Voy 8 

due to start loading 
this Thursday Oct. 30th 

due depart Onehunga for 
direct Norfolk sailing 
next Saturday Nov. 1st 



CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC's agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 




It's amazing the variety of talents 
that are hidden in a small community 
which come to light at the annual 
Show. Often it seems to be the same 
few who make the time and effort to 
enter the Show so it was heartening to 
notice a few new names who had also 
supported the Show this year, Anne 
Snell had exhibited a number of. art¬ 
icles in the needlework section. One 
of her entries was a crocheted long 
frock in coral pink - most attractive. 

I also much admired Jan Pearson's em¬ 
broidered table cloth delicately edged 
with crochet. Mrs. Montgomery won 
the tapestry section - her entry was 
the handworked seat of a Queen Anne 
style chair. Any small girl would feel 
proud in the smocked frock entered by* 
Dyann Fitzpatrick. Heather Ely was 
also successful with her children's knit¬ 
ting and sewing. Roslyn Eades’ name 
featured several times in the embroid¬ 
ery section. Another successful entrant 
in a wide range of sections was Mrs. 
Marge Clapp who had won classes in 
needlework, cooking and preserves. 

Golly, I bet the ovens of Ngaire Douran 
and Marie Freshwater were glad when 
Monday was over - a tremendous effort 
by two very busy women who work full¬ 
time during the week. The cooking 
exhibits provided a very mouth-water¬ 
ing display which had a "fence" around 
it this year to pre-ent those little fingers 
from sampling the wares. 

Enid Clarke's floral art arrangements 
were beautiful. Wonder where all the 
other floral art arrangers were this year. 
I’m still trying to figure out how Norma 
Inglis got those flowere inside the bot¬ 
tle. Another section which drew a good 
deal of interest this year was the photo¬ 
graphy section. The entries were of a 
very high standard - not just photos but 
they showed how a camera used with 
imagination and sensitivity could create 
a work of art. I especially liked the 
photos taken by Trevor Calder, a 
young plumber who works with Arthur 
Evans. The potter's hands, photogra¬ 
phed by Paul Christian, as a piece of 
pottery was being created were part¬ 
icularly afewlike. I think the display 
which drew the most interest was die 
large coloured photographs exhibited by 
Father Scanlon - beautiful photographs 
of Norfolk Island interest. Not only had 
he entered a number of sections but some 
of his photographs had been arranged 


into a display for exhibition. 

Despite all the rain we've had the 
vegetable section didn't show the abun¬ 
dance of past years. Perhaps not so many 
people have found the time to spend in 
their vegetable gardens this year. Two 
entries I must mention though are the en¬ 
ormous pawpaws entered by Cec. Bark- 
.man, they were huge. Goodness knows 
ihow they stayed on the trees. Another 
'talking point amongst people wandering 
around the hall were the paintings en- 
i tered by Elizabeth Scuiili, art teacher 
at die School. Elizabeth also won the 
best iced novelty cake with her Humpty 
Diimpty. Of course there were many 
more exhibits and exhibitors, plus the 
activities outside the Hall which all 
provided a tremendous day's outing. 

A popular addition this year was the 
barbecue lunch organized by the Rot¬ 
ary Club. Many took advantage of 
this and enjoyed a tasty lunch in the 
colourful Lions Park. 

Another very talented couple who 
have delighted audiences on the Is¬ 
land during the week are Freda and 
Ray Griffiths. Sponsored by the Nor¬ 
folk Island Arts Council, Ray and 
Freda brought their troupe of mario¬ 
nettes to the Island. They gave a 
show at Rawson Hall on Thursday even¬ 
ing which from all accounts was 
terrific. Then they entertained 
schoolchildren on Friday afternoon 
with a ’’mixed bag" of items. Mont¬ 
gomery Galah, the compere, intro¬ 
duced each item. Firstly the child¬ 
ren were taken on a short trip around 
the world to see Japanese girls dancing 
with their fans, eyelashes fluttering 
demurely; fierce Red Indians doing 
a modem war dance complete with 
tomahawks. The children were par¬ 
ticularly taken with the-Zulus and the 
Witch Doctor who could separate his 
head from his body. In Holland a 
young Dutch boy was trying to coax 
his Dutch girlfriend to dance through 
the tulips with him. All the mario¬ 
nettes were so life-like. Satchme, 
the monkey was tremendous, his 
whole body shaking in time to the 
music coming from his trumpet. I 
think the younger children would 
have loved to take the baby monkey 
home with them. What really in¬ 
trigued everyone was how the ostrich 
laid the egg. Then before their; eyes 
the egg hatched and out popped the 
baby ostrich, the mother very proud¬ 
ly singing "Ain't She Sweet”. A 
very clever act which showed the co¬ 
ordination and skill of Freda and Ray. 
What a lot of practice must have gone 
into learning what suing to pull and 
when. 

Actually Ray explained to the child¬ 
ren that it took them 12 months of 
practising in their spare time until 


they were satisfied with their first 

production. 

Linda Blucher and Peter Quintal 
uied their hand at making two of 
the puppets walk. Imagine nying 
to cope with about 14 or 15 differ¬ 
ent strings. . 



Published Monday morning (except 
when Monday is a holiday, as yes¬ 
terday was) at the News Office, Col¬ 
lins Head Rd. P.O.Box 94, Norfolk 
Island 2899, South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
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Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker Mc¬ 
Coy, Michael Moran, Helen Payne, 
Butch Quintal, John Ryves, Henry 
Smith, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Debby Dale and Jan Pearson. 
Production, John Pearson. 
Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again, 

f NEWS "HinlAds" \ 
Position vacant 

Experienced Sales Assistant with ex¬ 
perience in Stock Control. Also ’ 
Junior Sales Girl for Xmas period. 
Apply Browse A bout. Burnt Pine. 

Want roost & board 

Quiet private room and board, prefei. 
with good family. If you can accom¬ 
modate please write Advertiser, Bin 
3, PO Box 94, Norfolk Island. 


For sale 

One SHARP record player and radio 
One Dutch PHILLIPS 4 uack stereo 
7" tape recorder. Best offer over 
$150. Contact Allan Hatnish or Ph. 
2 071. 


Sewing machine 

Husquavana sewing machine for sale. 
Two years old. Condition as new. 
$100 or near offer. See Cheryl at 
Burns Philp.___ 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 

the royal agricultural and horticultural no-show 


We asked the "Living" editress to 
work on an article for Dars Norfolk 
based on what she could get into the 
A&H Show, and what prizes she could 
win. 

Her report as follows: 


EVER SINCE WE moved to Norfolk 
'The Show' has come up often in con¬ 
versation. Reminiscences of past ones; 
anticipation of next -- obviously an 
important event. 

Began to catch the "fever” after 
reading Garden Editor's column with 
hints on how to display flower arrange¬ 
ments, vegies and cut flowers. 

'Entering anything in the Show?' 
asked a friend Friday noon. ’Hadn't 
really planned to,' said I, thinking 
only other -people had things worth 
showing. After his pep talk, so full 
of encouragement, felt like entering 
every class. Why not? It's all for 
fun and adds to spirit of Show Day. 

Began conspiring with neighbours. 
'Let's dig up those potatoes I We'll 
put three in the show—check those 
eggs - they’re delicious - let's put 6 
of our eggs ini ’ Hunted up photos of 
Norfolk - both transparencies and 
black and white prints. Ruled out the 
transparencies because no one could 
fill out those forms and get them in by 
7.30 that night. But had 8 or 10 black 
and white prints. Got out three vases 
and thought about how they'd look 
with flowers on show bench. Whole 
house was a-twitter with Show thoughts 
and basic materials. Planned to enter 
everything but children’s essay con¬ 
test. Got out lemon pie recipe - a 
definite must. It didn't call for con¬ 
densed milk but fit into other lemon 
pie category. 

By Saturday show entries were 
definitely decided. By this time, had 
at least six blank application forms. 

Sunday - the fever began again. 
Neighbor brought down some of our 
joint spuds and we eyed them suspicious¬ 
ly. They looked good enough to eat; 
but to show? Well - beautiful but not 
quite show material. Scrubbed them, 
brushed flour on them to give them a 


matte finish but they didn't quite cut 
the mustard. Carefully studied eggs 
too - giving them benefit of doubt 
and of course not "flouring" them. 

Had plenty of good-looking eggs but 
not six that matched. Well, wait on 
those till next year. 

Undaunted, started to hunt for flow¬ 
ers to fill the three bowls. Visualised 
them full of floribunda roses and cup- 
ressa maxima. Walked headland and 
finally came home with 6 gerberas, 
one half-alive gladiolus, several bun¬ 
ches of lavender, lots of honeysuckle, 
guava foliage, a few sweet alyssum 
and two tired roses. Put them all in 
ice-water immediately - planning to 
throw them away and drink the ice- 
water if worse came to worse. All 
revived. 

Got to work - arranged flowers in 
vases and put them on top of the old 
copper, which is high and shows any¬ 
thing off to best advantage. Then 
called dear friends (aged 4 & 8) to 
solicit their opinions. 'Nope,' said 
Age 4 about the arrangement in the 
cocoanut shell carved by Trobriand 
Islanders, 'it'll never win a prizel * 

'I like this one, ’ said Age 8 about 
mixed arrangement in Minton sugar 
bowl, 'but my teacher said you’re 
supposed to have sand in the bowl. 

I reckon if you put sand in it you'll 
win!' 

By this time, too tired to go get 
sand, and if had some, creativity 
teetering on brink and might just 
not be able to put whole thing back 
the way it was. 

Exhausted and a bit unsure of self, 
decided to wait till next year to ex¬ 
hibit and just go along to Show and 
gave a good time. 

Friend Age 8 won prize and so did 
her mother, and were so calm about 
it all. May get hang of it in'76 and 
not be a "No Show". 
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FIX NORFOLK I 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20# ! 

To New Zealand 40# j 


TO: 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE.7»t* 



As agents for Uantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We’d like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Gall in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. ?*y 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below 
3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the addr 
4, Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 


if you wjpjw 5. Fill in address panel. 

*$s panel along the top dotted line. 









ALL NON-BRITISH LAND 
SALES ILLEGAL: CANBERRA 


AN 1828 ENGLISH LAW has thrown 
doubt on the titles and sales of well 
over 100 acres of land on Norfolk. 

The Australian Attorney General's 
Department has ruled that the law 
makes it illegal for an alien to own 
or lease land here. 

People with British, Australian and 
New Zealand citizenship are thus 
able to own land legally, but cit¬ 
izens of most other countries are not. 

The Registrar of Lands has not yet 
been asked to prepare a schedule 

COURT SLUGS MAN 
$500 FOR SEEDS 

NORFOLK ISLAND MAGISTRATES 
served notice of their seriousness in 
punishing drug offenders on Tuesday 
by sentencing a 25-year-old man to 
pay $500 or go to gaol for one year. 

The man. born on Norfolk but hav¬ 
ing lived overseas most of his life, 
had jiat returned to take up residence 
here. 

Among the possessions he shipped 
from the mainland was a vintage sm¬ 
all car. The Customs Officer aboard 
the lie de Lumiere noticed a brown 
paper bag on the back seat of the car. 

It was found to contain about six min¬ 
iature liqueur bottles full of Cannabis 
seeds, and paraphernalia used for smo¬ 
king marijuana. 


showing which Island properties are 
owned by aliens, but says that the 
amount is significant. 

(A man of French citizenship is un¬ 
derstood to "own" over 100 acres of 
land, including the former Nobbs 
farm adjoining "Moira".) 

The legal ruling from Canberra 
reached the Administration Thurs¬ 
day. 

The Attorney General's Department 
says that the validity of the law st¬ 
ems from the 1913 Proclamation by 
which Sir Gerald Strickland, Gov- 
erner of New South Wales and also 
of Norfolk, gave Australia the right 
to govern Norfolk. 

The Proclamation repealed exist¬ 
ing Norfolk laws and laid down new 
laws on 32 topics. It went on to say 
that subject to those 32 laws and any 
others that might be enacted later, 
'all laws and statutes in force in the 
realm of England on the 25th day of 
July. 1828... shall be applied in the 
administration of justice in Norfolk 
Island, so far as the same can be 
applied within the said Island. ” 

And one of the 1828 English laws, 
according to the Attorney General's 
Department, prohibited anyone'but 
a British subject from owning land, 
leasing land, or owning other prop¬ 
erty, The prohibition applies even 
(Continued on page three) 


latest tourist 
information 
and road map 

P.9-12 



ADMIN AT RISK 
IN CASH CRISIS 

WITHOUT KNOWING for certain when 
or even whether Australia will re-im- 
burse Norfolk for the work, Deputy 
Administrator C. I. Buffett has author¬ 
ised continued work on two Kingston 
restoration projects. 

They are the completion of roofing, 
windows and siding on the easterly sec 
tion of Government House, and the 
closing-in of additions to "Mendham's 
Cottage" at 11 Quality Row. 

Mr. Buffett said that both of these 
projects had to be carried on in order 
to prevent damage to work that ha:; 
already been completed. 

The work at Mendham’s Cottage 
was wound up at the weekend. It 
includes restoring the original out¬ 
building behind the cottage, which 
had been only a ruin. When the cot- 
(Continued on page six) 


The Customs Officer alerted police, 
who observed the man drive the car 
from the jetty to his home, where 
they arrested him for being in poss¬ 
ession of drugs. 

The man pleaded guilty to the ch¬ 
arge and did not employ legal coun- 
(Continued on page three) 
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The Masport Rota-Hoe 

A versatile hardworker for 




$219 

Current price 


The Masport Rota-Hoe solves the 
exhausting task of preparing and keeping 
a large garden up to scratch. It digs deep 
into the toughest ground. It cuts a gigantic 
16 inch trail through the hardest 
compacted earth. And it's a two-speed 
cultivator so you can set your own pace. 

It will prepare your garden thoroughly 
all year round. Attachments allow you to 
dig up to a 24" path and to ridge-mould 
and weed. You can gven convert the 
Rota-Hoe into a light but powerfuf tractor 
with the addition of a couple of optional 
extras. 

Many times faster 

The Rota-Hoe will save you so 
much time and effort that you wouldn't 
believe the results of the tests we've 
done. But there is no doubt that It will 
have your garden weeded, and cultivated 

__ in a fraction of the time you’d take with a 

^ whole host of conventional garden tools. 
You'll have to see the Rota-Hoe in action 
If to believe its capabilities. 


Unharmed by obstacles 

Buried roots and large rocks are 
often problems in a large garden The 
Rota-Hoe takes them in its stride. If the 
tines hit a solid object the engine cannot 
be harmed because the belt drive will 
absorb the Impact easily. The tines have 
been specially hardened too, by Masport's 
unique "Austempering" process. There's 
virtually no way you can disturb the finely- 
engineered efficiency of the Rota-Hoe. 


Most powerful available 

A hefty Briggs & Stratton 4-Stroke 
engine gives the Rota-Hoe enough power 
to easily cope with any task you give it. 
Proven for their reliability, these engines 
will even allow you to pull a load of up to 
half a ton with the tractor attachment. 


Wide range of attachments 
A full range of easily removable 
attachments allows every facet of 
gardening tc be completely mechanised. 
Although they ere optional, for a small 
outlay they make the Rota-Hoe a more 
efficient and functional garden aid. 





NORFOLK HOLIDAY COST WARES WELL WITH OTHER 
PACIFIC RESORTS, BUT TAX PRESSURE A DANGER 


The cost of a holiday on Norfolk 
compares well with the price of pac¬ 
kage tours to .destinations in Austra¬ 
lia and overseas. 

This is one conclusion of a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission by 
the Australian Department of Tour¬ 
ism and Recreation. 

Eight days on Norfolk was estima¬ 
ted to cost a holiday maker $318, 
sharing twin .accommodation, bed 
and breakfast provided. 

Despite some variation in details, 
the table included: 

. Lord Howe: eight days, $300 

. Magnetic Island; seven days, $287 

Acre of pot plant I 

(Continued from front page) I 
sel to represent him in court. He 
said he had intended to give the seeds 
and smoking equipment to a friend 
before leaving Sydney, but had sim¬ 
ply forgotten about them in the rush 
of moving. 

Police said the seeds had no use as 
drugs themselves, but were enough 
: to plant over an acre in marijuana 
plants. 

1 Land law doubt1 

{ (Continued from front page) ^ | 
in the case of inheritances. 

At press time the News had not been 
able to get a clear ruling on New 
Zealand citizenship laws, but under 
the Australian Citizenship Act all 
Australian citizens automatically 
have the status of British subjects, 
whether their citizenship is by birth 
or by naturalisation. 


Dog pack seen 

POLICE ARE STILL on the lookout for 
a dog pack reported to be attacking 
cattle in the Headstone-Anson Bay 
area at night. 

Several residents confirmed last 
week they had seen the pack. Police 
have been scouting shortly after dark, 
but it is believed the dogs may be 
banding together in the early hours 
of the morning. 

"There are too many dogs running 
loose," Sgt. Peter Harrison said Fri¬ 
day. 

He said that a black dog from the 
Burnt Pine area had been harassing 
cattle down near the golf course. 

Unregistered dogs can be registered 
through the end of the year for half 
the normal yearly fee, or 380 for a 
female and 250 for a male. 
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off -season 

. New Zealand: 14 days, $291 

. Fiji: nine days, $354, all meals 

. Noumea: eight days, $259 

. Manila: eight days, $515, sight¬ 
seeing 

. Singapore: 10 days, $451, sight¬ 
seeing 

The department agreed with Pro¬ 
fessor BuHand's conclusion that the 
end of duty-free shopping would have 
little .effect on tourism. 

However, taxation could increase 
costs, pushing up accommodation 
tariffs and tourist services. 

"Tourist demand for resort destin¬ 
ations is notoriously fickle” the de¬ 
partment said, "and can be quite 
sensitive to cost increases. 

"Any significant increase in costs 
could result in potential visitors 
turning towards other destinations. " 


Commission back 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION will hold 
its expected final sittings on the Is¬ 
land starting November 17th for two 
Weeks. 

Transcripts will be done in Sydney 
from tape recordings, and will pro¬ 
bably not begin being available on 
Norfolk until near the end of the sit¬ 
ting. 

A postponement of the sitting un¬ 
til next March was considered in Can¬ 
berra because of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment funds squeeze, but a com¬ 
promise move of sending only the 
principal Commission members was 
decided on instead. 

Deputy Administrator C. I. Buffett 
said that he had been authorised to 
jdcpive submissions or notice from 
people on Norfolk wishing to appear 
at. the final sittings, but that he had 
qot received any-as yet. 


Jean Spackman dies 

MRS JEAN SPACKMAN, 56, of 
Sydney, died in Norfolk Island 
Hospital early Sunday morning 
Her husband flew in for the 
funeral, the cortege leaving the 
hospital about 5 pm. 

Mrs Spackman arrived at Norfolk 
only a few days before for a hol¬ 
iday and was staying with her 
cousin, Mrs Rose (Moosha) Evans 
Of Cascade. 

Mrs Spackman's mother, Mrs 
Rose McCann, was an islander. 

She was one of three sisters, 

Jean, Flora and Buddy. 

2 November 1975 



at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 



If you 
can wait 
2 months 
you’re 
in luck 



AN ALL-NEW model of the TN360 is sched¬ 
uled to reach Norfolk late in January. 

IT’S SO NEW that full specifications are 
not even available yet. 

BUT IT WILL BE even better than the 
TN360S you see all over the Island - the 
powerful small trucks that have proved to 
be ideal for conditions here, carrying big 
loads of cargo and always ready to go. 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE keeps a full 
range of spares in stock in case you need 
quick service. 

CAN YOU WAIT until the new year? 

The new TN360 will be worth the wait. 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK. ISLAND * SOUTH PACIFIC 2699 






mr LISTENERS HUNT MORE EVENING AND WEEKEND | Edg1ness, anger | 
BROADCASTS AS QUESTIONA I RES COME ROLLING IN 


EARLY RETURNS on the VL2NI lis- 
tner-preference questionaire show 
an interest in more evening and we¬ 
ekend broadcasting, according to 
broadcasting officer Sylvia Ryves. 

She says the station is looking for 
new talent on its announcing staff, 
and that auditions can be arranged 
by calling at the studio, in New Cas¬ 
cade Road . during the mornings. 

A number of people have been au¬ 
ditioned for the new positions, but 
the station hopes to hear from others 
oecause of the prospect of expanded 
broadcasting hours. 

The work pays $2 per hour for time 
on the air, although a lot of addit¬ 
ional unpaid work is necessary for an 
announcer to assemble well-balanced 
programs. Sylvia says the reason the 
announcing staff works these unpaid 
hours is simple: "We love it, and 
that’s why we do it. " 

She says only a couple of years ago 
the station almost had to beg people 
to try announcing, but that interest 
in VL2NI seems to be stronger than 
ever these days. 

Candidates for announcing positions 


- should be over 18, should be planning 
to remain on the Island for some time 
come, and should have clear speech." 

An audition for a would-be ann¬ 
ouncer takes 1| hours. It consists 
of going through a full mock pro¬ 
gram, using most of the station's 
equipment. The audition is tape- 
recorded, and is closely analysed 
afterward. 

Sylvia says the station has a lib¬ 
rary of several thousand recordings, 
and that an announcer has to become 
familiar with these in order to ass¬ 
emble a program and to handle re¬ 
quests. 

The station gives fledging annou¬ 
ncers very little off-air training. 

There is a week or ten days of 
practice. Sylvia says, and "then 
it's off the deep end, onto the ait 
sink or swim." 


THE AUSTRALIAN political crisis has J 
created a worrying level of tension I 
among various sections of the public- 
on the mainland. 

That’s the impression of Cr. Bill 
Blucher, who returned from a Sydney 
trip late last week. 

He said newspapers and television 
broadcasts were filled with the crisis, 
and that there was a feeling in the ai- 
that violence could be just around the 
corner. 

While a few years ago most Aust¬ 
ralians gave little attention to pol¬ 
itical matters, the crisis was.a main 
topic of conversation wherever he 
went, Cr. Blucher said. 

Opinion seemed to be crystallising 
into two strongly opposed groups, he 
felt, each convinced that the other 
was a threat to the country's future. 

He said the degree of edginess and 
anger was something he had not seen 
in Austrajj^Jjeforg^ 


residents on temporary permits eligible 

Residents on temporary entry per- needed before they can be formally 

mits are able to apply for the ann- appointed to the staff, 

ouncing job without breaking the The public questionaire on VL2NI 

terms of their entry, Sylvia points content and hours will be kept open 

out, although Admin approval is through this Wednesday 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 


^FASTEST & HOST FREQUENT** 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA ! 

Flights Leave 

MONDAY 8.30am ? 

WEDNESDAY 2pm 

SATURDAY 8.30aa 

- SUNDAY 8.30a« ’ 

I ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING | 

IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR | 

I -- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 

I THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP- I 

LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 1 



BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORO HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 

ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY. 

PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 

Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE. BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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Supremely argent to cope with the tourist 
booa problem, says Professor Birtland 


The continued.rapid growth of tour¬ 
ist numbers is Norfolk's most serious 
problem. 

This was suggested to the Royal Co¬ 
mmission by Professor Gilbert Butland, 
pro-vice-chancellor of the University 
of New England, and author of the 
Butland Report. 

"I think the important point is the 
very fact that this has occurred with¬ 
in this last 18 months" Professor But¬ 
land said. 

"It clearly indicates the supreme 
necessity and urgeny of coping with 
the problem. ” 

He agreed that more accommodat¬ 
ion was needed, certainly for the 
Christmas-New Year period. 

Professor Butland also felt that the 
problem of cars driving over comm - 
ons land had worsened in the last 18 
months. 

Erosion was part of the result but 
there was also the general disfigur¬ 
ation of cliff tops, reserves and co¬ 
mmons, turning them into dust bowls. 

Land use was the most difficult ar¬ 
ea where reform was needed. 

"Norfolk Island suffers, as do all 
tourist islands, by a general neglect 
of agricultural and pastoral indust¬ 
ries” Professor Butland said. 

His report had urged amalgamat¬ 
ion of land into larger, more effic¬ 
ient farms. 

"It is a very difficult area altoge¬ 
ther" Professor Butland admitted. 

"It is true that there is a great at¬ 
tachment to the land by the Pitcair¬ 
ners. 

"But not to the extent that it should 
just be maintained in a completely 
derelict condition. ” 

This required a process of cultural 
change, Professor Butland felt, and 

Tonato curtains 

FURTHER IMPROVEMENT in the 
quality of Council broadcasts should 
be noticeable this Wednesday, with 
the installation of new tomato-col¬ 
oured curtains on the five big win¬ 
dows in the Council Chamber. 

They will help damp sound rever¬ 
berations in the chamber, as well 
as bringing the room one more step 
back toward proper appearance fol¬ 
lowing the disastrous flooding early 
this year. 

Broadcast quality has been improved 
tremendously by the new multi-mic¬ 
rophone system devised and installed 
by communications officer Fred Jow- 
ett and operated during Council meet¬ 
ings by Julie Campbell. 
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a cultural re-education that the is- 
,< land should be made more beautiful. 

Norfolk was much too small to be in¬ 
dependent, he said. 

Australia should pay for education, 
health and social services, justice, 
and ruins restoration and should pro¬ 
vide loan capital for development. 

Norfolk should raise its own revenue 
including income tax to pay for act¬ 
ivities such as conservation, anti-pol¬ 
lution measufes , roads and transport, 
farm development, improvement of 
tourist facilities, water supply and 
sewerage and so on. 

Taxation should be based on Aust¬ 
ralian rates, with an allowance'for 
the significance of freight rates in the 
cost of living. 

Professor Butland supported the es¬ 
tablishment of a quarantine station on 
Norfolk, and said it would be a tour¬ 
ist attraction in itself. 

"I think it would certainly be a gr¬ 
eater attraction than wandering cows” 
he said. 


Tax men keep an 
eye on Norfolk 
probate schemes 

Forty-one estate duty minimisation 
schemes on Norfolk are under the 
eyes of the taxation commissioners. 

Gift duty of $5m would be payable 
in these 41 cases if the schemes were 
carried out in Australia. 

The information was given to the 
Royal Commission by second Comm¬ 
issioner Patrick Lanigan, 

However, Mr. Lanigan qualified 
this estimate by saying that no mon 
ey was actually lost to revenue un¬ 
til a death occurred. 

"Even then, the amount of the loss 
of duty is a matter for conjecture” 
Mr. Lanigan admitted. 

"The deceased would in all prob¬ 
ability have used other means to pass 
assets to intended beneficiaries. " 

The Australian Treasurer announced 
in August 1974 that amendments were 
being drawn up to close estate duty 
loopholes, Mr. Lanigan said. 


Restoration work to continue, despite doubts 
on payment, but Council trims the budget 


(Continued from front page) . 
tage is completed it will provide change 
grooms and toilet facilities for the oval. 

Members of the Restoration Team 
not needed on the Government House 
^project will be assigned to other dut¬ 
ies with the Works Department, Mr. 
Buffett said, until Canberra can au¬ 
thorise a continuation of the Kingston 
restoration program. 

These duties will include work on 
new extensions at the school, and may 
include building new lighters, which 
Mr. Buffett says are essential. The 
Admin would have needed to hire 
outside tradesmen for these duties, but 
now will not do so. 

The school extensions were approved 
last week and may be started this week. 
They are to include improvements to 
the manual training room, and the ad¬ 
dition of a common room for the teach¬ 
ing staff. 

other developments 

Other developments in the Australian 
cash squeeze situation: 

-- Council met in closed session last 
Monday and agreed to reductions in 
some capital expenditures. 

-- Revised financial estimates for the 
year are being prepared. 

-- The October target has now passed 
for a new ordinance to allow collecting 
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a landing fee from passengers at the 
airport. Estimates f or the year had be: 
based on this new tax starting to prod 
income before the end of the year. A. 
new law taxing absentee landlords, w r k 
it would not have produced nearly >-o 
much income, has been similarly re¬ 
layed. 

-- Post Office staf r have agree d co 
roster their work in order to provide 
some week-end mail sorting. Over¬ 
time can't be authorised, so two mev 
bers of the staff will work during the 
tveek-end, one taking Tuesday off 
and me other taking Thursday off. Tv- 
squeeze on the Post Office was com ¬ 
plicated by the receipt of hundreds c f 
bags of mail aboard the lie cle Lttnue; 

-- The Deputy Administrator has 
still had no firm answer on whether 
old age and repatiiation pension pay¬ 
ments will continue to be mailed 
out. On Friday he said he hoped that 
a special bill would be passed by Par ¬ 
liament authorising funds for these. 

-- Mr. Buffett said that if the 
Australian crisis continued long en¬ 
ough to cause mainlanders to start 
cancelling Norfolk holidays, the Is¬ 
land could be hurt in various ways. 

But short of that possibility, he said 
the current situation was "quite an 
illustration of the fact that the Island 
can get along on what we raise here. ” 



TONGA CELEBRATION: 

SIM. STAMPS & COINS 

THE KINGDOM of Tonga is cele¬ 
brating the 100th anniversary of its 
constitution this week with special 
issues of stamps and coins valued at 
over $1, 000, 000. 

It is believed to be the biggest-ever 
operation in Tonga’s regular raising 
of money by selling stamps and coins 
to collectors around the world. 

Mr. Bernie Machanic, ofWalsalls, 
a security printing firm, is one of the 
professional advisers to Tonga on the 
design, timing and marketing of the 
Kingdom's stamps and coins on world 
markets. 

Mr. Mechanic visited Norfolk last 
year for discussions with Administra¬ 
tion officials. 

He estimated at the time thatif 
Norfolk were able to issue its own 
coins, new issues could be market¬ 
ed to overseas dealers and collec¬ 
tors at a profit to the Island aver¬ 
aging $225, 000 a year. 

The coins have been minted by the 
Royal Mint of the Netherlands at 
Utrecht. At the conclusion of the pro- 
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duction of the legal authorised quan¬ 
tities all tools and dies will be destroy¬ 
ed, and no further minting of the Cen¬ 
tenary Coins will be possible. 

The obverses and letterings were de¬ 
signed by Mr Norman Sillman of Col- 
lingham England. 

There are four gold coins of $100, 

$75, $50 and $25 denominations and 
three silver coins of $20, $10 and $5 
denominations. 

The $100, $75 and $50 coins have 
2025 pieces minted for circulation tut 
all coins have 975 high mirror proof 
pieces. The $25 coin will have 3025 
pieces for circulation. 

The silver coins will have 11, 000 
pieces each in the $20 and $10 value 
for circulation and 16, 000 in the $5 
coin, and all three coins will have 
4, 000 each high mirror proof pieces. 


THE S*C :'F.NTTI (ABOUT 31.-0S) 

OFFICIAL AIRMAIL STAMP IN 

-TONGA'S NEW COMMEMORA-■ 

TIVE ISSUE 

The reverse of all silver and gold 
coins have Tonga's Coat of Arms, 
and the obverse have Tu-IV for the 
$100 gold coin, Queen Salote on the 
$75 coin, Tupou II on the $50 and 
Tupou I oh the $25. On the obverse 
of the silver $20 are images of Tupou 
I, Tupou II, Queen Salote and Tupou 
IV. On the $10 silver coin is an imag 
of Tupou IV together with the Ha'- 
amonga, and Tupou IV again on the 
$5 together with a scroll. 



PACIFIC ROUND 



Also on sale on November 4 will be 
a new series of commemorative stamp 
marking the centenary of the Consti¬ 
tution. 

The new stamps will bear the exact 
replicas of the Obverses and Reverses 
of the new coins. 

The complete series. Regular Post 
age. Regular Airmail and Airmail 
Officials are limited to less than 
10, 000 sets. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you’re most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment: MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY . 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 




TAX CHIEF FORESHADOWS TOUGHER ATTITUDE TO 
NOIffOLK COMPANIES NOT LODGING RETURNS 


Australian tax men will get tougher 
in their hunt for information about 
Norfolk companies. 

"I think they are probably going 
to demand the returns rather than 
just ask for them nicely” said Second 
Commissioner of Tax'ation William 
O'Reilly. 

He was answering questions during 
cross-examination at the Royal Co¬ 
mmission in Canberra. 

Earlier, Mr. O'Reilly complained 
of the difficulties his men were ex¬ 
periencing. 

Staff were scarce and the field was 
wide. Companies were using stal¬ 
ling tactics and searching for legal 
loopholes. The Norfolk Chamber of 
Commerce had advised its mem¬ 
bers not to co-operate. 

Trusts were a specially hard nut to 
crack, Mr. O'Reilly said. 

"It is a time-consuming process 
because of the need to employ skil¬ 
led investigation officers to ferret 
out relevent facts and documents— 
and to do so in an atmosphere of co¬ 
ncealment and non-co-operation, 
made worse by the jig-saw being 
located in Norfolk Island and Aust¬ 
ralia, if not elsewhere as well” Mr. 
O'Reilly lamented. 

He cited examples of losses to go¬ 
vernment revenue caused by Nor¬ 
folk being used as a tax haven. 

The amounts might be as low in¬ 
dividually as a few thousand dollars 
but went much higher. 

In four particular cases, tax avoid¬ 
ed over a five-year period to 1972 
amounted to over $135, 000. 

In another 21 cases, income over 
the same period diverted to Norfolk 


as interest amounted to $3. lm — 

: and tax avoided amounted to more 
- than $lm. 

"For another family the amount put 
through Norfolk Island in loan/trust 
arrangements was over $12m" Mr. 
O'Reilly said. 

A theoretical calculation assumed 
900 schemes saving $1000 each, thus 
costing revenue $900, 000 a year. 

If the average saving was $50, 0GT) 
each, and some individual cases went 
well over this, Mr. O'Reilly said, cost 
was $45m. 

He denied a suggestion that the tax 
act of 1973 resulted in over-kill of 
genuine companies as well as avoid¬ 
ance companies. 

However, Mr. O'Reilly admitted 
that the tax net was cast wider be¬ 
cause of the difficulty of defining av¬ 
oidance companies. 


A total of $643m passed through 
company accounts at the bank of 
New Soutli Wales up to the end of 
last September which might have 
involved tax avoidance. 

Most of the money, 3621m, pas¬ 
sed through company accounts in 
amounts of $100, 000 or up. 

Peak year was the 12 months to 
September 30, 1971 when $201m 
passed through just 97 major acc¬ 
ounts. 

The number of big accounts and 
the volume of money handled dr¬ 
opped back steadily. 


Beer price op 
again but 
sales steady 

'THE PRICE OF BEER went up by H 
a can and 4d a 26-oz. bottle last 
Monday. 

This was the second rise in Several 
months. 

A member of the Kingston Bond 
staff said he thought the Admin had 
carried freight rises fairly well for 
some time, and that the new prices 
were still below those on the Main¬ 
land. 

The new charges are $6.48 for a 
carton of 24 cans, and $6.12 for a 
case of a dozen 26-oz. bottles. 

The increase follows a rise of about 
10-15<7c in the price of most spirits 
from the Bond, put into effect six 
weeks ago. 

Higher prices have not had any vis¬ 
ible effect on sales of either spirits 
or beer, according to the Bond staff. 


Yet in the 12 months to the end 
of last September, 86 accounts 
handled nearly $63m. 

The figures were supplied at the 
specific request of the Royal Com¬ 
mission by bank manager John Bo¬ 
ucher, following an appearance at 
the Commission by hij predecessor 
Alan Veney. 

Mr. Veney was ordered, under sub 
poena, to produce figures. 

In his letter to the Commission Mr. 
Boucher outlined the criteria used to 
select the accounts he summarised, 

"The criteria for selecting the ac¬ 
counts to be included has been these 
accounts which have few operations 
and where operations generally ap¬ 
pear to be credits and debits of sim¬ 
ilar amounts---usually resulting in 
a nominal balance remaining in the 
•account following such a transaction" 
Mr. Boucher explained. 

Boat harbor J2G», 

A small boat harbor for Norfolk 
could cost $20m. 

And even then, it could not be 
used by ships calling here. 

The figure was provided by the 
Department of Capital Territory 
as a "conservative guess” for the 
Royal Commission. 

The money needed for such a 
harbor would be better spent up¬ 
grading the airport, departmen¬ 
tal officer Kevin Tilbrook wrote 
to the Commission. 


Line thief shoots through 


IA 64-YEAR-OLD TOURIST shot th¬ 
rough on Friday's plane to New Ze¬ 
aland without paying up $140 in fines 
'levied on him in court on Tuesday. 

He had pleaded guilty to three sep¬ 
arate criminal charges of stealing a 
T-shirt and women's underclothing 
from the line outside a hotel. 

1 He was seen in the hotel after the 
1 theft wearing the T-shirt. The wo- 
gman who owned it recognised the 
[shirt and notified police, who ar- 
j rested the man. 

I After being convicted the man at¬ 
tended the week's Lions Club gath- 
lering as a visitor. The Tail-Twis- 
,ter on the day said later that he had 
decided not to press Club charges 
against the man for being "knick- 
knack in the knickers". 

_After the man's departure police 


said gaoling him for 46 days for fail¬ 
ing to pay the full fines would have 
cost the Island much more than the 
v^lue of the fines. 

Magistrates Reed, Nobbs l and Jow--. : 
ett (Mrs. Reed chaiFmah) alsols- 
sued a second court order for a man 
to pay the balance of a $177.70 
debt owed to Rental Cars Norfolk Is¬ 
land, and assessed the man $30. 30 
in costs. 

Court is not expected to sit this week. 
The next sitting is set for November 
18th, when it is expected one of the 
Canberra magistrates will be on the Is¬ 
land. He will hear a drug case that 
was adjourned from January, three 
claims for debt payments, and char¬ 
ges against three companies for fail¬ 
ure to file complete returns. 


>621 nil! Ion went through accounts of certain 
companies, bank manager tells Commission 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors -- Lift out this supp’easit arid 

keep it with you. Info on times S places. Map of the Island. 


jmtFMM TOURIST JMWS 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 



Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
' from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and H Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Closing times: To Sydney, 11.30 

am Wednesday and 2.30 pm Friday; 

To Auckland 9 am Monday, 4 pm 

Tuesday, 4 pm Thursday and 2. 30 
■ pm Friday. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


fhisWeel 

on Norfolk 

j MONDAY 

j Housie, Leagues Club 
j Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
! Film, Norfolk Hotel 
! TUESDAY 

Commandant’s Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
| Film, Leagues Club 
I Darts, R. S. L. Club 
I WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
| N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
I THURSDAY 

I Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S’. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesl Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from lOain 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3. 75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillai! 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either. Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE j 
VgJ?) may be 'out of town" 
but when you get there 
^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you i 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)| 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer 




IT’S.A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
({^HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

~fa NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


|11 roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


npcM 7 mVQ _ 7 on OKI +n Q (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UltN i UAlu I •OU am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
4nd coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 

'i ,. soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries_ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops,.. magazines... batteries... 

cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
jtems.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con- 
^jments... picnic supplies.. .games...artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Low-Priced Grog, but 
Renenber Bond's Hours 

The bland's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It b closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


4 Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
yUblUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting : 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital, is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk bland Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.p.QBox 94 

Visitors Welcose at 
N.L Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
-5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scankui. 


Norfolk bland New* — Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING.. T™' PU,ue 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For hbtorians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It b 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the mbery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It abo was a 



I THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA .* 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission. 


Flinders will really whet your 
.appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk bland) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British hbtory were 
meted out. 

' In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of thb Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 

- became a territory of Australia. It 
b now adminbtered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. to. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday SchooJ 10 a. m., services at 
11am;and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



Research Makes the Difference 



The World's Host Experienced 
Transistor Radio Manufacturer 


STEREO CASSETTE RECORDER 
TC-224 



Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording ■ Two built-in 
large speakers for the reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation ■ Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends ■ SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included ■ Two level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
■ CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode ■ 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program ■ Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor ■ 4 power 
sources: AC, 4 “C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127*- (’optional accessory) 

Sony has taken initiative in the field of compact cassette-corders 
by producing the TC-224, a unique all-in-one stereo cassette- 
corder. 

It is not merely a multiplication of monaural to two channels. It 
is a real stereo system with many extra features, but ease and 
simplicity of operation is the same as that of any ordinary monaural 
cassette-corders. A pair of large speakers and sensitive uni¬ 
directional microphones, which were considered impossible to be 
incorporated into a single unit, assure professional-quality record¬ 
ing and reproduction of true stereo sound. Microphones are 
provided with built-in wind screen for the convenience of outdoor 
use. Being the smallest stereo cassette-corder on the present audio 
market, it can be carried anywhere, anytime, by anyone. Despite 
its small size, however, it reproduces dynamic stereo sound with 
surprisingly wide separation. You can even pinpoint the position 
and the direction of sound sources which move from one side to 
the other. Times have changed and this is the era of “stereo’' in 
cassette-corders. Upgrade or enrich your audio system with the 
TC-224. It will be sure to give you genuine delight of luxurious 
stereo sound. 


We love music. 

If you love music as much as wq do, you will ultimately want a SORT 


BJ - PARADISE HOTEL 
ABC HOBBY CENTRE 
BARRETTS 
BROWSE ABOUT 


SEIKO 

CAMERALINES 

PIONEER 

HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


CAUTION: only the above outlets issue Sony International Warranty 


letter 

Reference your 27/10/75 editorial 
criticism of the Australian Depart¬ 
ment of Foreign Affairs submission 
to the Royal Commission. 

The one and only civil right pre¬ 
sently available to Norfolk Island 
residents is that, provided they are 
British subjects, they are allowed to 
vote at the biennial Local Advisory 
Council elections. 

However, Australians bom after 
1956 are not British subjects and there¬ 
fore Island 18 and 19 year-olds are un¬ 
able to vote at local council elections 
nor are they eligible to stand for el¬ 
ection. Nor are resident naturalised 
Australian citizens eligible to vote 
or stand etc. 

Personally I do not agree with your 
editorial pointe. that those who wish 
to "enjoy to the full the rights and 
duties" of citizenship could move to 
the mainland. And as the 1975 Rac- 
al Discrimination Act embraces the 
residents of Norfolk Island there is no 
need for - he, she, we or they - to 
self-deport in order to "enjoy to the 

mil ...”. Fait accompli. 

G. E. BROOK. 

(Editor's note: Administrative Officer 
lavid Buffett says the Australian Cit¬ 
izenship Act 1948-1973, as.amended 
through July, 1975, states that "an 
Australian citizen, by virtue of that 
Australian citizenship, has the status 
of a British subject. " Anyone born 
on Norfolk Island, regardless of birth 
date, has Australian citizenship and 
(like naturalised Australians) is there¬ 
fore a British subject,) 


EDITORIAL 

PEOPLE AT THE Department of Tourism and Recreation agree with Professor 
Butland that "duty-free” shopping is not all that important to Norfolk. 

They say that if it were to be eliminated, tourist traffic would not be 
affected very much. 

Apparently if you make a survey of tourists and ask them if they feel 
duty-free shopping was an important attraction in their visit to the Island* 
they say "No. ” 

They probably hope the interviewer will think they came to Norfolk to 
meditate about philosophy, or to attend church services, or to read the works 
of Homer in the original Greek. 

Everything we see tells us something different: that the shopping on the 
Island is one of several things visitors really like. And we're sure that when 
they get back home it's one of the- things they talk about. 

The range of shops and goods, and the busy-ness of Burnt Pine, are en¬ 
joyed by residents too. 

The Department of Tourism and Recreation says Norfolk holiday costs 
compare pretty well with those at the other places Australians and New Zea¬ 
landers can travel to without prohibitive expense. But if you look at the facts 
(they are reported on page three) they aren’t re-assuring at all. Fiji, New 
Zealand and New Caledonia all give an Australian tourist a lower cost-per- 
day than Norfolk does. 

To maintain a good flow of tourists, we need to protect all the attrac¬ 
tions Norfolk has; peaceful surroundings, good swimming, the unique Pitcairn 
traditions, accommodation that is moderate in cost and friendly in atmos¬ 
phere, our lovely scenery and wildlife -- and interesting, bargain-price 
shopping. W e could probably sacrifice any one of those, and people would 
htill visit Norfolk. But Norfolk would be the less, regardless of what overseas 
experts have to say. 
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Business 


FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 

31 October, 1976 
A$1 bought - 


UK 

NZ 

FRANCE 

H/KONG 

JAPAN 

N'LANDS 

SWITZ’D 

W. GERMANY 

FUI 

USA 

NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 


$NZ 

F.Fr 

HK$ 

YEN 


US$ 

CP.Ft. 


1.1992 
5.490 
6.329 
380. 00 
3.302 
3.307 
3.220 
1. 0716 
1.2685 
99.79 
PAR 


| (Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 
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No. 50 30/10/75 

COUNCIL 5/11: NI historical records; 
draft instructions to AG Dept; invest¬ 
ment of public moneys; NI Provident 
Account Ord.; NI oil claim, Petrol¬ 
eum Drilling Corp; Supreme Court 
Ord; NZ Insurance scheme; Kingfisher 
Hotel; Chamber of Commerce and in¬ 
come tax Act; travel agents bill; Post 

6 T'graph Ord. 

WELLS, bores, dams & tanks can't be 
built or changed without approval. 
PLEASE don't dump burnables at Head¬ 
stone; burn them. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS can be mailed 
for 150 to Aust until 31/12 if endorsed 
"card only" and standard size. 

LIGHTER No. 1 for sale by tender due 
14/11. Purchasor must remove it in 

7 days. 

STRUCK OFF: Olympus Holdings Ltd., 
Ashburton Development Ltd. 

PHONE DIRECTORY: 12 deletions and 
19 additions are listed. 

GUN CLUB shot at Simons Water Sat¬ 
urday. 

FINAL MEETING: R. Hopkins Ltd. 
26/11. 


Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
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RE-SHUFFLE IN N.l. 
GRAPHIC ARTS FIELD 


THREE SEPARATE business developments 
have followed the unwinding of a con¬ 
sortium in the Island's graphic arts field. 

The consortium was a group including 
Ken Nobbs, Gary Robertson and former 
resident Pat Lush. They had invested 
in Norfolk's best printing and photo¬ 
graphic set-up, and had hoped to pub¬ 
lish a periodical picture magazine on 
Norfolk. 

The printing side of the business has 
now been bought out by Gary Robert¬ 
son. He has installed the equipment 
in an existing building at his home at 
Rocky Point, where he will continue 
providing a general commercial print¬ 
ing service under the Photopress Inter¬ 
national name. One of the business’s 
specialities is printing tourist promotion 
brochures. 

Gary had leased the squash courts 
building, and operated the courts as 
well as the printing business at that 
location. He has now terminated the 
lease. 

The photographic side of the bus¬ 
iness has been taken over by Tim 
Wood, who has re-named it Pine Stud¬ 
ios, which he founded some years ago. 
It will have complete studio and dr.rk- 
rocm facilities in the two ground-floor 
shop spaces in the squash courts build¬ 
ing. 

Tim is providing candid photography, 
portraits and child photography, cov¬ 
erage of private functions, photography 
for brochures and passport photos, he 
is manning the business full time and 
has left his employment at Camera- 
lines. 

Employing a part-time staff of one 
man and two girls, Tim provides reg¬ 
ular candid coverage at Island hotels 
and restaurants. 

At Cameralines, the Island’s prin¬ 
cipal photo equipment shop, pro¬ 
prietor Ken Nobbs is ploughing some 
of his former investment in the con¬ 
sortium into expanded office space 
and improved display area. 

Roy Nobbs Construction is doing the 
work. 

"In an age of doubt, it's a bit crazy 
to be doing capital works, but they'll 
help," Ken says. 

Why "an age of doubt"? 

"If tax comes here. It would kill 
the industry, no sweat. " 
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o mmerce 

| Good lock, Isobel | 


ONE OF THE GENTLER shopkeepers 
•in Burnt Pine shut her doors for the last 
time on Friday and turned to her gar¬ 
den and painting. 

Isobel Borrett, proprietress of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Art Gallery, closed the bus¬ 
iness because she didn't want to pay 
higher rent or to sign a long-term lease 
on the Taylor’s Road shop. 

"Once you get in a rut, you want a 
push," she said philosophically, "even 
though human nature sometimes doesn ; 
like a push." 

She bought out the business in 1967 
and has operated it for the past eight 
years, selling Norfolk paintings and 
drawings and a range of souvenirs, 
jewellery and craft items. 

"After eight years not one soul owes 
me one cent, even though I never send 
out accounts, " she said. "That's quite 
a record, I'm sure. " 

While closing the business meant the 
loss of her original investment, Isobel 
says she feels the business was good to 
her. "I have earned a living, I have 
some paintings and a little bit of jew¬ 
ellery that I didn't have before, and 
it's been very interesting, " she feels. 
She rays she is very grateful for the 
kindness and help given her by many 
people on the Island. 

The row of shops is being upgraded, 
with soundproofing being installed be¬ 
tween shops. Approval has been graf¬ 
ted for installation of a toilet in each 
shop as well. The floor plan of the 
shops could lend itself to conversion tc 
bed-sitter fiats, but under the Building 
Ordinance this would require approv i. 
tor - change of use. 

CHANCE FOR AIR CARGO 

QANTAS IS INVITING air cargo 
shipments from Sydney this week. 
Starting the 6th, however, restric¬ 
ted acceptance will be imposed ag¬ 
ain, at least until mid-month. 

Cargo arrived from Sydney through 
last week: 124Kg Sunday, 125Kg 
Wednesday, and 326Kg on the spec¬ 
ial flight Friday. This pretty well 
cleared up the backlog waiting at 
Mascot, which was only 150Kg at 
the weekend. 

There will be a Friday flight ag¬ 
ain this week. 

Cargo from Auckland continues to 
move smoothly. Shipments last week 
were 276Kg Saturday the 25th, 188Kg 
Sunday, 277Kg Wednesday and291Kg 
Friday. 
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Norfolk 


VIVACIOUS LEE CHRISTIAN lives 
out Point Vincent way in a lovely 
home with one of the tidiest gardens 
we’ve seen on Norfolk. Her modern, 
bright kitchen with loads of white 
formica bench space looks a dream 
to work in. 

Married to Jim who works for the 
Forestry Department, as well as work¬ 
ing the ships, she has a darling two 
and a half year old son. Matthew, and 
is ejecting another baby in January. 
Lee will have to go to Sydney before 
Christmas and await her baby’s birth 
as it will be a Caesarian delivery. 

Lee and Jim run a dairy "on a 
small scale” and do a milk run to 
neighbors nearby. Because of the 
milking they can't entertain before 
the run is finished and "there just 
isn’t a lot of time”. Both love to be 


LEE CHRISTIAN 


with close friends and enjoy barbecues 
and western music. 

Lee came to Norfolk for Jim’s sis¬ 
ter’s 21st 11 years ago and liked it so 
much she stayed on here and 5 years 
later married Jim. She worked at 
the N.l. Hospital as a Nurse's Aid 
for six years. 

life on Norfolk is hard to describe. 
You are not a cog in the machine ahd 
everyone rallies" is how Lee feels 
.•’bout Norfolk. 

Here are two of Lee's favorite 
recipes. 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
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BEEF MARENGO 
U lb. round steak 
2 oz. butter or substitute 
1 large onion 

1 dessertspoon curry powder •. 

15 oz. can whole tomatoes 

i cup water 

1/3 cup dry red wine 

i lb. button mushrooms 

1 oz. butter or substitute (extra) 

salt, pepper, 

chopped parsley 

Trim steak, cut into thin strips. 

Heat butter in pan, cook meat until 
brown. Add chopped onion, saute 
a few minutes. Add curry powder, 
cook further few minutes. Add 
crushed tomatoes and liquid from can, 
water and wine. 

Simmer covered 45 minutes or until 
steak is tender. 

Saute sliced mushrooms separately 
in extra butter, add to pan for last 
10 minutes cooking time, season with 
salt and pepper. 

Serve sprinkled with chopped parsley. 
Serve with rice. 

Serves 4. 


BEEF CREOLE 

1£ lb. round steak 

1 oz. butter or substitute 

1 large onion 

2 oz. bacon pieces 

1 tablespoon flour 

15 oz. can whole tomatoes 
1| cups water 

2 chicken stock cubes 

{ teaspoon mixed herbs 
i green pepper 
salt, pepper 

Trim meat, cut into thin strips. 
Heat butter in pan, saute meat un¬ 
til brown, add chopped onion and 
chopped bacon pieces, saute 4 
minutes. Sprinkle with flour, mix 
well. Add crushed tomatoes and 
juice from can, water, crumbled 
stock cubes, herbs and salt ahd 
pepper. Simmer, covered 45 min¬ 
utes or until steak is tender. Add 
green pepper cut into thin strips for 
last 15 minutes of cooking time. 
Serve with hot rice. 

Serves 4. 

2 November 1975 


CODEWORD --GOLDEN FLEECE 
by Dennis Wheatley 

FOR GOOD BLOOD-AND-THUNDER 
adventure stories Dennis Wheatley can 
hang up his cloak and dagger in com - 
pany with Eric Ambler and Graham 
Greene and not be out of place. I 
rate his Due de Richleau books even 
higher than his Black Magic series 
with an accurate historical background 
combined with a murder, a robbery or 
a sudden death on every second page. 

In "Codeword--Golden Fleece" the 
Duke and his friends are concerned 
with doing their bit to sabotage Hitler’ 
war effort by buying all the Rumanian 
oil-barges on the Danube for themseiv 
so that there is no transport from the 
big Rumanian oil-fields. Naturally, 
several violent deaths and three hun¬ 
dred and twenty pages later virtue 
emerges triumphant and the heroes 
win - but only just. 

As a matter of historical fact, on 
behalf of the Allied Governments a 
French nobleman did actually succeed 
in acquiring a controlling interest in 
the Danube oil barges and their tugs. 
The success of the operation was later 
gravely jeopardized by the collapse of 
France and the rise to power of die 
pro-Nazi general, Antonescu. How¬ 
ever, before Antonescu forced Rumani. 
into partnership with the Axis a good 
fifty percent of die oil fleet had been 
got into Turkish waters. The Germans 
claiming the fleet to be the property 
of the Vichy government, then brought 
an action for its return; but, in the 
meantime, at great personal risk, the 
Frenchman had passed a power of 
attorney to his British colleague, and 
the Turkish courts gave a verdict in 
Britain's favour. Thus, for many 
months, until the Germans Could get 
their synthetic oil plants into full 
operation, the supplies of fuel for the 
Luftwaffe were seriously crippled by 
this ingenious secret stroke against 
Hitler’s war economy. 

The older one gets the less one can 
be bothered with "books with a mess¬ 
age" ahd the more one reads out-and- 
out adventure stories. The message 
of the formet is so often not worth ob¬ 
taining and certainly not worth plough 
jing through two hundred obscure page? 
for. It is for this reason that Dennis 
Wheatley and Alistair Maclean will be 
read long after Santre and Proust are 
. (deservedly) forgotten. 

HENRY SMITH 
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"Where are you from?" asked the 
cab driver as he transported his pas¬ 
senger to an address in Sydney. "Nor¬ 
folk Island", was the reply. 

"That's the place where there’s no 
telly. Wouldn’t do me; couldn't 
live without me old telly, best thing 
ever invented. ” 

That particular cab driver had ob¬ 
viously never been to Norfolk. What 
does occupy our time here, why do. 
most of us feel like rushing back 
again after only a day or so on the . 
mainland? 

The warmer weather has set me 
thinking of the long beaut, days a- 
head filled with sun, sand and sea. 

We haven't got daylight saving this 
year so the early mornings are real¬ 
ly glorious, bright sunshine at 60’ 
liock which makes a person want to 
ionnd out of bed intent on finishing 
:he daily chores as quickly as pos¬ 
able so that most of the day can be 
:pent outside. 

Imagine being able to reach a per- 
ect setting like Emily Bay ot Bum- 
;oras in about five minutes - no hour- 
ong drives in bumper to bumper traf- 

Workers are able to escape from 
heir offices during their lunch hour 
■ven. There are plenty of other ways 
o enjoy Norfolk in summer. How 
ibout a walk out to Bird Rock - up 
:ed Road and then along the track 
iast where MqLachlan's cottage used 
o be and right out to the cliff. If 
he heat of the sun is a bit strong what 
bout walking amongst the trees and 
erns from Mt. Bates to Mt. Pitt ex- 
■loring one of the valleys on the way? 

I remember being here on holidays 
en years ago during the summer mon- 
hs. What carefree days they were - 
azing on the beach, barbecuing down 
t Kingston at night. Those were the 
olidays when the young Norfolk Is- 
anders who used to work on the main- 
and came back to Norfolk for Chris- 
mas. Many of them have now return- 
;d' to settle here permanently with 
heir wives and families. It was 
errific sitting around a fire with 
iveryone joining in the singing. It 
till happens now and again, but not 
mough. 

What would happen now if a group 
)f youngsters "piled up" in the mid- 
ile of Burnt Pine with their guitars? 
~ars that passed through were stop- 
>ed, keys taken and the occupants 
irged to join in the fun. Today's 
The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


police would have a fit. 

Although Norfolk is a busy place 
people aren’t so concerned with fra¬ 
ntically trying to accumulate more 
and more material possessions. They 
are busy doing what they enjoy - ten- 
■ ding a garden, raising cattle, help¬ 
ing on a stall to raise money for a 
'community project; spending the day 
fishing off the rocks, visiting their 
friends. Just listening to the local 
news on the radio (what a contrast 
: to the World News with all its trouble 
and strife) and hearing the different 


meetings scheduled for the week 
gives one an idea of what there is to 
do here. 

That cab driver ought to come over 
and find out what a full life one can 
lead where people wouldn't have 
time to watch "the telly”. 



MINI-ADS CLOSE 11.30urtjcj HU-<PLACE MINT-ADS AT THE 
. SATURDAY MORNINGS NCWD MhnAQS MILK BAR, JENSENS, AMY'S \ 

Plentiful supply 

Fresh milk 150 pint, local eggs 800 
dozen, fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. 

Casual waitress 

Waitress wanted about 2 nights p. w. jj 
with some bar duties. For full in- | 

formation call at Bounty Lodge Tu- ‘i 

VL2N1 auditioning 

Radio Norfolk, station VL2N1, is 
auditioning for new part-time an¬ 
nouncers. $2 per hour for on-air 
time. Apply at the station. 


Public notice 

Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. has no 
connection with the company of a jj 

similar name which is said to plan jjj 

1976 Diaries 

Diaries and Calendars now available 
from Norfolk Island Stationers at 
(he Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. 

to build a hotel at Anson Bay. g 

Senior shop asst. 

Top wages and conditions for an jj 

How to grow citrus 

Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. Apply Keith 
or Judy Jarvis. 

fteripnee of how to grow citrus on 
, Norfolk Island will appear in the 
next NEWS. Reserve your copy. 

Copper wanted 

Would like to buy a complete copper, 
or tub only. Ring Ruth Christa on 

2039. 

Position vacant 

for energetic young man at the 

Milk Bar, Ferny Lane, Good wages 

”**MQRFmM 

jdeith or Judy Jarvis. 


Outdoor work 

Lad wanted to cut grass and help with 
garden at Collins Head 6-8 hrs. a week 
itpply Howards. 

w mm 

Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, 

South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 

Editorial Contributors this issue; 

Celia Bigg, Les Brown, Lee Chris¬ 
tian, Alice Howard, Baker McCoy, 
Michael Moran, Butch Quintal, 

Henry Smith, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Debby Dale and Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 

looking office 

h new booking office has been 
(jpened in Brisbane and will be a 
major booking office for Norfolk 

Island Airlines Ltd. in Australia. 

The new office, "Norfolk Island 

Airlines Booking Centre Pty. Ltd. " 

}j at C24 Queen's Arcade, 77 Queen 

St. Brisbane. Phone 2295-872 or 
2295-041. 

Part-time work 

, The Milk Bar has a vacancy for a 
: shop assistant to work scattered hours. 
Some weekend work involved. Good 

Jlissi _-- 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 


: NORFOLK ISLAND seems to have — 
like the Earth itself — an inner gy¬ 
roscope that keeps it spinning on a 
['consistent axis, in spite of changes 
and forces surging around it. 

Ninety years ago the Norfolk "Pio¬ 
neer", the old newspaper retrieved' 
by Les Brown, was concerned about 
the state of agriculture on the island. 

Thoughtful island people are still 
concerned, for much the same rea- 

Here is what the "Pioneer" had to' 
say: 

To an agricultural community no 
matter ought to be of greater interest 
than agriculture, and this remark applies 
alike to all food-producing districts 
wherever situated; but, over and above 
this the subject is fraught with more 
intense interest to a people living as 
we are, with but a limited extent of 
cultivatable land, and yet, neverthe- 
: less, an entire dependence upon it for 
sustenance. And for this reason, be¬ 
cause'so small an area of country is 
sure to be affected in its entirety by 
such depressing influences as drought 
and insect devastations. In such a 
country as Australia, where land stretch¬ 
es far and wide, certain, districts may 
be suffering from want of water or other 
calamities, but the whole extent of 
country is not likely to suffer at one 
time, and ope district can then supply 
the wants of another, but here it is 
very different. The uncertain commun¬ 
ication too with the colonies might at 
any time be the cause of finding our¬ 
selves in want of the necessities of life, 
without having the means of obtaining 
them. 

The insular source of revenue, up to 
the present, has been derived from two 
industries, farming and whaling; and 
were these two occupations invariably 
successful, there would be no cause for 
uneasiness. Upon the former we are 
dependant for our home supplies, and 
to the latter we look to supply those 
necessary articles of food and clothing 
which have to be imported from without. 
Such has been the order of things in the 
past, and such doubtless many would 
like it to be the order in future. 

However this may be, it is scarcely 
wise to trust to a continuance of the 
material prosperity of the Island with¬ 
out enquiring if such is likely to con¬ 
tinue, and if there are not many signs 
which seem to imply a change. 


If we review for a moment the past 
and present condition of agricultural 
,affairs, we cannot doubt but that there 
is room for grave anxiety. The recent 
drought seems even now likely to be 
repeated; for as in a heavy surf the 
rollers succeed each other several 
times before a period of quiescence, 
so in nature wet and dry seasons are 
but too prone to succeed themselves 
in the same way. 

During dry seasons, want of rain is 
in itself a'great evil, but it is gener¬ 
ally then that other troubles intervene. 
Insect ravages and blights of various 
kinds are far more destructive when 
no heavy rains fall to remedy them. 

For the last three years there have 
been but few heavy downpours, the 
seasons have been exceptionally fine, 
dry and calm, and as a consequence 
we see the most destructive agencies 
at work in various forms of blight 
that have ever visited us. The 
caterpillar’s web upon the sweet pot 4 
ato vines, the "grubs" cutting up the 
young vegetation as soon as it appears 
above ground; the rust upon the 
wheat just as it comes into ear, the 
thrips attacking the onion and water¬ 
melon crops as well as destroying peas 
and beans, and the small beetles so 
injuring the flower buds, that the 
fruit is likewise injured or prevented 
from maturing, all form, collec¬ 
tively, such an array of formidable 
‘evils that are for the most part un- 
controlable by human agents, as may 
well dishearten the stoutest farmer. 

Add to these a scarcity of rain and a 
lack of pasturage and water for the 
running stock, and we must then ad¬ 
mit that we have matter for the gravest 
reflection. 

The extremely fine weather that has 
almost invariably obtained since 1879 
and ’80 has nrt only reduced the sur¬ 
face water, but the wells are begin¬ 
ning to suffer,. and it is more than 
probable that streams never yet 
known to cease running may do so 
before long, should fine weather con¬ 
tinue. If this be so, surely some 
means ought to be taken to prevent 
the daily running to waste of water 
that now occurs. In future we, like 
our neighbours in Australia, may 
have to consider to what extent irri¬ 
gation and the conservation of water 
for stock use may become necessary. 

(To be concluded) $> 
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| More moos for Morin! 1 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


THE ILE de LUMIERE had its first 
birth aboard on Saturday at 5am -- 
a fine Frisian calf. 

The mother, one of five cows on 
the way from New Zealand to Noumea, 
is relieved. 

Capt. Daniel Morin, who has to ex¬ 
plain to New Caledonia customs of¬ 
ficials that they should accept six cat¬ 
tle, rather than the five on the man¬ 
ifest, is apprehensive. 

Exceptionally calm weather prevail¬ 
ed for the birth, while the lie de Lu- 
miere was at anchor off Cascade. 

Capt. Morin hoped to tie the "lie" 
g stem-to to the jetty in Sunday's calm, 

£ but didn’t have time. He was third 

I mate on the "Jacques del Mar” when 
Capt. Emile Savoie did this in 1965. 


OFFSHORE 

SCOTCHED 


OIL RUMOURS 
BY N.i. EXPERT 


OIL OR GAS FINDS in the vicinity 
of Norfolk are "most unlikely, ” ac¬ 
cording to *a study made by Aust¬ 
ralia's largest company, H. P. 

And if there were underwater oil 
fields nearby they would probably 
belong not to Australia but to New 
Zealand. 

These statements are made in a 
7 -page review of the Island’s oil 
and gas situation made by Mr. Geoff 
Kazzard, an authority on offshore 
petroleum matters who lives on Nor¬ 
folk. 

Cr. Bruce McKenzie has made Mr. 
Hazzard's report available for study 


‘HANDOUT’ STUCK ON $10 - 8UT A.M.P. 
TO PLAN ISLAND-WIDE PENSIONS 

A NORFOLK "national superannuat- 
. ion scheme" is to be prepared for 
Council consideration by the A. M. P. 

Society in Australia. 


A letter officially inviting the Soc¬ 
iety to go to work on a scheme will 
be sent by the Deputy Administrator, 
at the unanimous request of Council¬ 
lors at last Wednesday's meeting. 

The invitation to the A.M. P. means 
that any consideration of increasing 
the present $10-a-week "handout" to 
elderly residents could be stalled off 
until mid-1976 at the earliest. 

To prepare a scheme particularly 
suited to the Island, the Society will 
need to do considerable research on 
Norfolk and in Sydney. 

Council did not discuss whether 
other insurance companies should be 
invited to submit schemes of their 
own, and approaches from other com¬ 
panies will no doubt be forthcoming. 

If the New Zealand Insurance Group's 
proposed accident insurance scheme 


should be approved, and N. Z. I. sets 
up a Norfolk, office as planned, it 
would ha > - obvious advantages in ad¬ 
ministering a compulsory superann¬ 
uation program as well. 

The Council request follows recent 
committee meetings on the general 
subject of social welfare needs on 
the Island. 

The A.M.P. superannuation rep¬ 
resentative covering Norfolk. Ken 
Herford, wrote Cr. Lyle Snell in March 
saying it would be willing to develop 
a scheme for consideration. 

At Wednesday’s Council meeting 
(Continued on page three) 
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by Council. 

Mi. Hazzard was associated with 
the oil industry for 40 years before 
retiring to Norfolk. In the last seven 
years of his career he was involved 
at a senior level in the administrat¬ 
ion of the Australian off-shore leg¬ 
islation for the petroleum industry. 

He says that Australia's Petroleum 
(Submerged Lands) Acts extend east 
ward only a little way past Lord How 
Island. The Norfolk area was spec - 
ifically excluded, and the Norfolk 
Island Administration in the mid- 
1960s requested that Norfolk be ex¬ 
cluded. 

Mr. Hazzard believes that under¬ 
water rights north of 27°30'S would 
belong to France, and rights south 
oi that line would belong to New 
Zealand. The line is midway bet¬ 
ween New Zealand and New Cal¬ 
edonia and is about 200 miles north 
of Norfolk. 

B. H. P. inquired about explor¬ 
ation rights around Norfolk a few 
years ago, simply to protect them, 
but did not pursue the matter when 
it turned out that 'legally, there 
seems to be no legislation covering 
either petroleum or mineral explor¬ 
ation in the waters surrounding Nor¬ 
folk, " in the words of Mr. Hazzard's 
report. 

Excerpts from Mr. Hazzard’s rep- 
“* are given on page five. 
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H HOWARD 

For those who want the best! 


Howard Bullfinch 

Whether cultivating the soil for profit, as a hobby or purely for pleasure, in a small 
home garden or commercially, you could not employ a more efficient handy-man 
than the Howard Bullfinch. 



j Engine: 4-stroke air cooled, 
3 HP cast iron engine, 
with ball races 
throughout. 


Controls: Throttle, 
clutch tensioning lever, 
road wheel lever. 
Adjustable depth control 
in 12.7mm ('/&") stages. 


Dimensions: 

Overall track 254mm, 
length 104cm, 
weight approx. 47.6kg. 


Transmission: 

2-speed Vee Belt 
drive to worm shaft 
driving road wheels 
and rotor. 


The attachments available with the Howard Bullfinch make Rotary Hoeing, 
Furrowing, Inter-row weeding and cultivating and Mowing light work for this 
versatile machine. Complete dust sealing, totally enclosed oil filled transmission, air 
cleaner, and heavy-duty rotor shield further enhance its performance. 


for a brochure and demonstration 


Central Service Station / Martin’s Agencies 





ANGRY COUNCIL ACCUSES ENGLEDOW OF TRYING TO 
COVER UP DRAFTING DELAYS IN HIS DEPARTMENT 


NORFOLK SHOULD TAKE over the 
responsibility for drafting instruc¬ 
tions for laws, according to the sec¬ 
retary of the Department of Cap¬ 
ital Territory, Mr’. Lou Engledow. 

"If we press towards that greater 
measure of self-rule which both the 
Council and the Department ad¬ 
vocated before the Commission," 

Mr. Engledow wrote to the Deputy 
Administrator on October 20th, "the 
preparation of instructions for Draft¬ 
smen could ultimately become the 
responsibility of your Administrat¬ 
ion. 

"Is Council prepared to get in¬ 
volved in this now?" he asked. 

If so, he proposed that the Admin 
hire an additional senior man, send 
him to Canberra for several months 
to learn how the system works, and 
let him do the work from then on. 

The Department would be prepared 
to withdraw its involvement, accord¬ 
ing to Mr, Engledow. 

"This is a most important part of 
the process of self-government and 
the learning process does not have to 
wait until the Royal Commission re¬ 
ports and the Government decides 
action," he said. 

But November Council.wasn't having 
a oar of it. Their reaction was that 
Mr. Engledow was trying to dodge blame 
c or delays in getting Norfolk legis- 
’ation passed. 

Speaking from prepared notes, Cr. 
iiathie described Mr. Engledow's let¬ 
ter as "a concoction of bureaucratic 
bungling to hide a blunder. " 

"Mr. Engledow has made a boo- 
bo., " Cr. Bathie said. "It is truly 
amazing. He is suffering a loss of 
memory, or he thinks Councillors 
Lave." 

"'fatuous nonsense," Cr. McIntyre 
agreed. 

Cr. Bathie recalled that the pre- 

jj Norfolk ! super 1 j 

| (Continued from page on :; I 

Cr. Richard Bataille said he felt it 
would be useful to have the Society 
forward a scheme for Council to look 

Cr. Snell said the A.M. P. would do 
■his only if they received an official 
letter of request, which was then 
authorised. 

The letter will in effect give the 
A, M. P. hunting license No. 1 in 
working up a proposal, and a clear 
implication that the Admin will co¬ 
operate in doing the extensive plan¬ 
ning that is necessary. 


sent position of legal Advisor had 
been established in 1938, on a two- 
year trial basis, to help speed up 
, instructions to draftsmen in Can¬ 
berra. 

All elected Councillors rejected 
the idea that a further legal officer 
was pecessary, and referred Mr. En¬ 
gledow to the functions of the pre¬ 
sent legal officer as set out in Coun¬ 
cil minutes since 1968, They said 
they would welcome further prompt 
correspondence from Mr. Engledow 
on the matter. 

CATTLE CLIFF DEATHS 

The continuing high price of loc¬ 
ally produced beef may lead to the 
fencing of more island cliffs. 

Many farms have, lost valuable 
stock from falls down the cliff face 
recently, and one landowner is re¬ 
ported to have lost more than a 
dozen calves this year alone. 

Primary Producers Board President 
Byron Burrell says "Once they fence 
the cliffs, they wonder why they 
haven't done it years ago. ” 

A fencing project like this was not 
a paying proposition a few years 
back. Mr. Burrell said, when beef 
was bringing $8 a hundredweight. 

But when a beast fetched $150 or 
$200, fencing the cliff tops made 
sense. 

The best, heaviest animals were 
the ones which plunged to their 
death, Mr. Burrell said. 

Park name sought 

PUBLIC SUGGESTIONS for a name 
for the proposed Mt. Pitt park are 
being sought by members of Coun¬ 
cil. 

The Secretary of the Department 
of the Capital Territory, Mr. Eng¬ 
ledow, has written to the Deputy 
Administrator proposing that the re¬ 
serve be named 'The George Hunn 
Nobbs Park". 

Cr. Bataille endorsed the sugges¬ 
tion, but Cr. Blucher said various 
names had been aired, including 
"Pitcairn Memorial Park", which 
he felt would honour the entire Pit¬ 
cairn-descended population and his¬ 
tory, rather than singling out one 
person. 

Cr. McKenzie said he thought it 
would be a good idea to let the pub¬ 
lic react to the proposal, and Cr. 
McIntyre said he felt public sug¬ 
gestions should be positively invited. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - 2073 



If you 
can wait 
2 months 
you’re 
in luck 




AN ALL-NEW model Of the TN360 is sched¬ 
uled to reach Norfolk late in January. 

IT’S SO NEW that full specifications are 
not even available yet. 

BUT IT WILL BE even better than the 

TN360s you see all over the Island --the Y 1 ■WR 

powerful small trucks that have proved to 
be ideal for conditions here, carrying big 
loads of cargo and always ready to go. 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE keeps a full 
range of spares in stock in case you need 
quick service. 

CAN YOU WAIT until the new year? 

The new TN360 will be worth the wait. 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: i. W. FfTZPATWCK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK. ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 




It'S All SPECULATION UNTIL SOMEONE ACTUALLY 
DRILLS FOR OIL OR GAS, AND NOBODY HAS YET 

(continued from front page) 


Probability of Oil and Gas in the 
Vicinity of Norfolk 
Until such time as extensive geo¬ 
physical surveys followed by actual 
drilling occurs, no one can say for 
certain that there is oil or gas in 
any place. The only survey of which 
I am aware was a small amount of 
seismic survey carried out by a con¬ 
tractor's vessel as it was on its way 
to Australia. This is rather normal 
practice for these vessels as they 
move around the world they carry 
out training and testing exercises 
and then offer the results to poten¬ 
tial buyers. This particular seismic 
data was offered to B.H. P. and 
others and resulted in the B.H.P, 
query on permits referred to above. 
The Chief Geologist of B.H. P’s 
Oil and Gas Division told me that 
the only reason they did so was to 
protect the Australian interest. They 
took the seismic data and made a 
short investigation of other avail¬ 
able geological information; their 
conclusion was that the possibility 
of oil and gas occurrence around 
Norfolk was most unlikely. I review¬ 
ed the matter with them again in 
August and there is no reason for 
changing this view. 

From time to time in many parts 
of the world, the press and others 
put out stories of the nature that 
"there is another Kuwait on the door¬ 
step" and Norfolk seems to be no 
exception. As stated before nobody 
can make such a claim until actual 
drilling has taken place. I understand 
that a statement was made to the 
Royal Commisiion to the effect that 
there was oil between Norfolk and 
Tonga. Shell and others had conces¬ 
sions around Tonga and two or three 
years ago did some drilling without 
finding anything. They have now 
given up the concessions. 


veys either airborne or by small 
seismic survey vessel. The airborne ' 
survey would obviously be based on 
Norfolk with an aircraft no larger 
than a DC 3 and would only last a 
few weeks. The surface vessel would 
probably only call in order to mail 
its data to a processing centre, probab¬ 
ly Sydney. The effect on the island 
would be minute. Seismic surveys 
many years ago used explosive shots 
which could cause localised damage 
to fish populations; this is no longer 
the case and there is now no effect on 
fish. In passing, I have observed a 
number of large underwater explosions 
in connection with pipeline construc¬ 
tion in Bass Strait and have not seen 
a large fish kill. One occasion I re¬ 
call was about ten tons to dig half 
a mile of trench in one go and it 
produced five cases of trumpeter - 
the men involved could have caught 
more by handline in the same time. 

On other occasions we did not get 
enough for breakfast. 

Should the geophysical surveys in¬ 
dicate potential drilling targets there 
would be a delay of at least two years 
before any work could start, brought 
about by first of all to get authorisa¬ 
tion to spend money and then to ob¬ 
tain a suitable vessel. These off¬ 
shore drilling operations require 
access to a reasonable port for the 
handling of equipment and supplies 
and therefore I think that an opera¬ 
tion in Norfolk waters would have to 
be based on either a North Island port 
or Noumea. If the operation were 
closer to Norfolk than either of those 
ports it could be expected that heli¬ 
copter communication with the vessel 
would be based here, the number of 
flights would be quite small of the 
order of perhaps 10 a week. From ob¬ 
servation during many flights in Vic¬ 
toria over both farming and wild life 


Temporaries who 
leave permitted 
job have to go 

TEMPORARY ENTRY PERMIT hold¬ 
ers have to get off the Island if they 
quit the job authorised for them. 

This Norfolk policy was stated clear 
Ty in public for the first time at the 
November Council meeting. 

Following a question put on notice 
at the October meeting by Cr. Mc¬ 
Intyre, the Deputy Administrator con¬ 
ferred with members of the Immig¬ 
ration Review Board and gave an of- , 
ficial reply Wednesday. 

He said it was true that Adminis¬ 
tration policy requires that if a tem¬ 
porary entry permit holder wishes to 
change jobs, he or she must leave 
the Island and come back again be - 
fore an immigration permit is gran¬ 
ted for the new job. 

This has been the policy since 1968. 

In June, July, August and Septembe 
only one exception was made to the 
policy. This exception was made on 
"the exercise of the Administrator’! 
discretion, " but the grounds for the 
exception would not be revealed be¬ 
cause "personal matters are taken into 
consideration and these are not made 
public". 

The official reply touched off de¬ 
bate on the thorny subject of imm¬ 
igration controls. The three Coun¬ 
cillors who do not sit in the private 
meetings of the Review Board wanted 
to know more about the policies. 

The four Councillor members of 
the Board stood firm, with Cr. Bat- 
aille saying that if confidential 
matters discussed by the Board were 
made public, he would not sit on - 
the Board. 

Cr. Bataille said that the Island 
is faced with some unemployment, 
and that one method of controlling 
it is the Immigration Review Board. 


men looking for alpohol and women 


Impact on Norfolk of Oil and Gas 
Developments in the Vicinity 
Even though the possibility of any 
activity is most unlikely, I have 
given some thought as to what might 
be the situation if there were to be 
any petroleum in the area between 
New Caledonia and New Zealand. 
With the technology available at 
present any activity would be con¬ 
fined to water depths no greater than 
200 metres (656 feet); this means on 
a relatively narrow strip between 
Noumea and Auckland passing through 
Norfolk - the Norfolk Ridge. The 
first stage would be geophysical sur¬ 


sanctuary areas, helicopter operations 
seem to have no effect on animals 
or birds. There would be some de¬ 
mand for accommodation for per¬ 
sonnel mostly overnight for men mak¬ 
ing connections with flights to the 
mainland. In the initial stages there 
could be some demand for accommo¬ 
dation for rest and recreation pur¬ 
poses which might create some prob¬ 
lems of a nature similar to those with 
armed services R & R. These drilling 
units operate generally as dry ships 
and there are no women, so inevitably 
you find men on leave looking for 


both. However the general picture 
in my experience is that the married 
men want to get back home no matte; 
how far away and the bachelors head 
for the bright lights of the nearest big 
city. Distance seems to be no object 
on the Australian North West Shelf 
everybody spends their off duty time 
in Perth and Shell has one deepwater 
rig on which the crews spend one 
month continually on board and then 
are flown back to Europe for one 
month no matter where the operation 
is in the world. 
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RESIDENTS CARVE UP BEEFSTEAK ROAD IN PROTEST 
AGAINST DUST, HUD, ROOTS AND TOO MANY CARS 


THINGS ARE TOUGH out along Beef¬ 
steak Road -- but not too tough for 
a couple of outraged householders to 
gouge trenches across its dusty surface 
a week ago. 

The object of the four excavations 
was to bring the condition of the 
dusty, rutted track to the attention 
of Norfolk officialdom, and it was 
successful. 

A committee from the police, the 
works department and the Admin 
inspected the road generally and 
the trenches in particular. 

Opinion of the police was that the 
gouging was illegal, and the tren¬ 
ches were filled in shortly after. 

Acting Administrator C.F. "Potts” 
Buffett said the best thing was to 
put in a petition, and the residents 
promptly did that. 

Officially, the residents of the 
eleven houses and six holiday flats 
live in a street without a name. 

On the map, the dwellings are 
dotted along a line at longridge 
'hat runs about south from Peters 
Highway and Country Road to Beef¬ 
steak Bay, which gives the track its 
unofficial name. 


Three notices nailed to a power 
pole mark the start of the orphan 
itrack; the top one says Please drive 
slowly, dry conditions; the second 
No Through Road; and the bottom 
one, hand lettered in angry cap¬ 
itals, Slow Down. 

But the trouble, according to Mrs. 
Brenda Reed, who has lived in Beef¬ 
steak Road six years, is that slowing 
down doesn't help much. 

Even at ten miles an hour, in a 
dry spell, one car will raise a cloud 
ihat is pushed by the prevailing 
south-east wind over the hedges that 
line the track, depositing fine red 
grit even when the windows are 
closed, on furniture, working it 
into nappies hung on the line to dry, 
and layering it on roofs ready to be 
washed into tanks by the next shower. 

And island visitors don't travel at 
ten miles an hour, either. 

"Tourists will inspect every road 
on the island" Mrs. Reed says. 

"They will come and look, and 
they travel fast. They just don't 
understand." 

To the tourist cars must be added 
those from the six flats and the el¬ 
even houses - - and most houses have 


at least two cars, some three, a no 
they all move along Beefsteak Road 
at least twice a day. 

Residents troubles don't end when 
it rains, either. 

After three inches of rain in 24 
hours a few weeks ago, the dirt 
track was almost impassable for the 
next two days. 

Cars negotiating the mud slip on 
tree roots, sometimes encountering 
expensive damage. 

The Beefsteak Road area has grown 
up suddenly, Mrs. Reed says, and 
it could be the most densely 
populated l/3rd mile on Norfolk. 

Six years ago it was two narrow 
tyre tracks along a grassy land. 

Now, its a dustbowl in summer and 
a quagmire in winter. 

"It really is terrible, " Mrs. Reed 
says. 

The answer is to seal the track, but 
they are 14th on the Council’s list. 

No money, Council says. 

"The business about the island be¬ 
ing out of money makes me cross" 
Mrs. Reed says. 

The residents of Beefsteak Road 
could easily arrange a bank loan, 
and for that matter Mrs. Reed could 
arrange an interest-free loan. 

In fact, three years ago Mrs. Reed 
and her late husband offerred 
in vain to pay for the road to be made 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 
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FASTEST 4 HOST FREQUENT^ 
FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA | 

Flights Leave : 

MONDAY 8.30am ; 

WEDNESDAY 2pm 

SATURDAY 8.30am * 

SUNDAY 8.30am , 

ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING I 

IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR I 

-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - | 

LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 1 



BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 

ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 

PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 

Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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An article for dtrre nrovsrs to cot ard save - *■ 

JOHN RYVES TELLS WHAT HE HAS LEARNED IN 10 YEARS OF CITKBS FARMING 


depends cm the growth of the tree and 


JOHN RYVES began developing a cit¬ 
rus grove at Anson Bay ten years ago. 

He now harvests fruit from 220 
trees -- oranges, lemons and grape¬ 
fruit. 

"You can't rely on any of the nor¬ 
mal books about citrus growing if 
you want to get good results on Nor¬ 
folk, ” he says. 

"Their general principles are right, 
but their timing is wrong." 

"It may be because we do not have 
a wide differential in the seasons. 

I think maybe the bugs get mixed 
up." 

He says that the only answer is to 
develop unique methods and sched¬ 
ules suited to Norfolk Island -- and 
dial the only way to gain these is by 
triaL and error. 

In this article, John describes what 
a decade of trial and error has taught 
him. 


THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDA¬ 
TIONS relate purely to my own ex¬ 
perience with growing citrus in Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

Planting: It is advisable to select a 
location protected from salt bearing 
winds. This location, however, 
should be one that is well drained 
and gets as much sun as possible. 

Trees should be planted at least twen¬ 
ty feet apart and forty feet from any 
other large trees. In planting die 
young trees the hole should be approx¬ 
imately 18 inches in diameter and 
deep enough to allow the cluster of 
roots to be lowered freely into it. The 
bud union should be left standing free 
of the natural soil surface by about 
four inches, and at no time should 
any mulch or earth be heaped close 
to this union. Throughout the life of 
the tree, it Is most important that 
the area under the nee be kept free of 
any Kikuyu or other grass and weeds. 

To define this specific area, think of 
your tree as an umbrella and extend 
the clear area at least two feet be¬ 
yond the circle covered by the per¬ 
imeter of the umbrella. 

From the time of planting, the follow¬ 
ing procedures should be adopted. 
Fertiliser will be dealt with later on. 
Young shoots appearing at any point 
below the bud union and between the 
bud union and die naturally establish¬ 
ed first fork of the tree, should be 
removed as soon as possible. Any 
fruit diat forms for the first two or 
three years should be removed .after 
the fruit has set, when it is up to half 
an inch in diameter. The decision to 
allow die fruit to mature on the tree 
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whether you consider it now looks 
capable of bearing a crop. During the 
first two years of the tree’s life it 
should be possible to remove any scale 
or disease with a toothbrush dipped in 
some of the chemicals mentioned fur¬ 
ther on, rather than spray the whole 
tree. White Wax will probably be 
the most troublesome, and this is eas¬ 
ily removed. Bearing in mind that 
citrus trees are essentially surface root¬ 
ing, great care must be taken with cul¬ 
tivation under the tree, and I have 
used most successfully Paraquat (or 
Grammoxone) to the maker's instruc¬ 
tions. This generally keeps the area 
free of weeds and grass. It is advisable 
to protect the trunk of the young tree 
from the spray until the tree is at least 
two years old. I have found that a 
piece of double sided aluminium sisal- 
ation about 12 inches long and nine 
inches wide, folded into a rectangle 
and stapled together on the edges forms 
a tube which can be fitted around the 
trunk of the tree for protection against 
spray and sunburn’. This precaution is 
only necessary for the first couple of 
years of the tree's life. Be sure the 
tree has a reasonably good level of 
moisture. 

Fertilizer; It would appear that the 
Norfolk Island soil is lacking In some 
of die most essential elements necess¬ 
ary for the growing and cropping of 
dour. I have used, since planting, 
an N.P.K. fertilizer grade 16.16.8 
plus 4<5&mg - I always have plenty on 
hand if anyone requires some. This 
fertilizer is applied at .the rate of lib. 
per year for every year of the tree's 
growth - e. g. a tree one year from 
the date of planting w uld receive lib., 
2 years would receive 21b., and so on. 
This fertilizer is applied after the 
first flush of spring growih, dividing 
each pound into four applications, at 
approximately six week intervals 
Supplementary to this programme, 
and if desired, a foliar spray such as 
Nitrophoska Foliar, will ensure that 
all missing trace elements are sup¬ 
plied. This will ensure that the tree 
bears fruit to its maximum potential. 
This foliar spray should also be appli¬ 
ed after the flush of spring growth and 
the leaves have turned to a dark green. 
A second application is desirable after 
the first autumn rains. In applying 
the N. P. K. fertilizer, one should 
again imagine the foliage of the tree 
is forming an umbrella and the fer¬ 
tilizer applied to the soil directly 
under the drip line of this umbrella 
in a band about 6 Inches wide. At no 
time allow the fertilizer to come in 
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contact with the trunk of the tree. 
Spray programme; The first spray of 
the season should be one undertaken 
immediately after petal fall and be¬ 
fore the fruit reaches the diameter of 
half an inch. I use 31bs. of copper 
oxychloride and half a gallon of white 
oil per 100 gallons of spray. This 
spraying is followed six weeks later 
with Mezineb or Antracol. This- con¬ 
trols the discoloration of fruit caused 
by fungus diseases. I have recently 
adopted the principle of spraying 
again about mid-March with copper 
and White Oil. 

To combat Whfte Wax, Red scale, 
Pink scale and Mussel scale, which 
seem to be the prevalent scales here, 

I spray about the first week In Nov¬ 
ember with 41bs. Malathion 25°Jc pow¬ 
der, and one gallon White Oil per 100 
gallons of water. If one wishes to be 
more specific about the timing of this 
spray, there is about a 14 day period 
during November when the underside 
of the leaves shows sirpis of little 
white, minute insects. These are the 
first stages of the White Wax scale - 

I might say I have never been able 
to locate these small white crawlers 
and have adopted early November 
as suitable timing. 

I do not use any other sprays other 
than a spray to combat aphids, which 
appear to infest the trees after the 
flush of autumn growth. They are 
most damaging to the young leaf for¬ 
mation, and if allowed to persist, be¬ 
come evident on the tree by distor¬ 
tion of the leaves. 1 find the safest 
and most effective spray is Malath¬ 
ion at the above quantities, but thfe 
White Oil should be reduced to half 
a gallon. 

In February, large caterpillars 
sometimes appear on the trees - they 
aie easy to locate by the chewed 
leaves, and I remove these by hand. 
This only appears necessary on young 
trees. 

To summarise; The most important 
things, other than the routine spray 
programme, is to keep the trees free 
of grass and weeds, and to keep all 
dead branches trimmed off as fungus 
disease breeds in the dead wood. 
Moisture level is important from 
fruit setting until the end of Decem¬ 
ber. The trees will then be capable 
of standing a fair amount of stress 
without loss of fruit, and unless leaves 
show signs of folding at midday, fur¬ 
ther applications of water should not 
be necessary. 

I would be happy to answe r any 
queries at any time. 



PNG ANNOUNCES ITS NEW RULES FOR INDUSTRY 
GROWTH, AND SAYS LOCALS HAVE TO GET FAIR SHARE 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA has set out its 
ideas about industrial development -- 
and about who should benefit from new 
projects. 

The new government says it wants -- 

to increase the proportion of the 
economy controlled by Papua New 
Guineans; 

to distribute benefits equally; 

to achieve decentralisation; 

to promote small-scale artisan act¬ 
ivity; 

to achieve self-reliance through less 
dependence on imports and diversifi¬ 
cation of exports; 

to increase the capacity to meet Gov¬ 
ernment spending needs from locally- 
raised revenue; 

to achieve equal participation by 
women, and 

to provide for necessary Government 
control and involvement. 

The PNG Government recognises the 
need for more foreign investment in a 
number of sectors and industries. The 
provision of capital, technical skills, 
management expertise, employment, 



PACIFIC ROUND 



revenue, foreign exchange and over¬ 
seas markets by foreign investors are 
still necessary for the achievement of 
national goals. 

Ip October 1S74, the National In¬ 
vestment and Development Act was 
passed in the House of Assembly. 

This Act created the machinery for 
the promotion, channelling, regula¬ 
tion and supervision of foreign invest¬ 
ment. 

Guidelines for investment are inclu¬ 
ded in the Act. These can be regard¬ 
ed by existing businesses and intending 
investors as the likely Government re¬ 
quirements in their particular areas of 
operation. 

Some important guidelines are; 

There should be the maximum prac¬ 
ticable use and expansion of facilit¬ 
ies and services available from exist¬ 
ing enterprises owned and controlled 


by Papua New Guineans. 

The creation of desirable new enter¬ 
prises owned or controlled by Papua 
New Guineans should be encouraged 
as far as practicable, especially small 
scale ones. 

The maximum use should be made 
of Papua New Guinean labour, part¬ 
icular provision should be made for 
the employment of women, and 
every effort should be made to rapid¬ 
ly increase the general level of skill 
of the Papua New Guinean workforce. 

As rapidly as possible, Papua New 
Guineans should replace others at all 
levels of employment, particularly in 
managerial, technical and profession¬ 
al positions at the highest levels. If 
at any time suitably qualified Papua 
New Guineans are not available to fill 
a positron, provision should be. made 
(especially by foreign enterprises), for 
training with a view to having the 
position filled by a Papua New Guinean 
within a reasonable time. 

The maximum use should be made 
of Papua New Guinean raw materials 
manufactures and supplies. 

As far as practicable processing of 
Papua New Guinean materials should 
be carried out in Papua New Guinea, 

Investment in rural and less-devel¬ 
oped areas should be encouraged. 

JBGBfi&J® (f. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is f ine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may s_it in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always Includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $’ or 51.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and d a nee; WEDNESDAY 
Housiej THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.0,0. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 


vmmmMmmmwmimmmwnmmmmwwmmmMiitt® 
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Weicone to Norfolk Visitors - Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on tines & places., Map of the Island. 


Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from Sam to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
’arger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed — envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
aid Burns Philp's store it Middlegate 
re both open long hours, every day. 
and provide a real service to visitors 
md residents alike. 

-ost Office Ready to 
Help; and U Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where yon can mail a local 
'otter for lc. There are collection box- 
r.s at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery: everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

" Closing times;'To Sydney, 11.30 

am Wednesday and 2.30 pm Friday; 

To Auckland 9 am Monday, 4 pm 

Tuesday, 4 pm Thursday and 2.30 

pm Friday, 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie's Store across from the , 
Milk Bar, 


jrhisWeek 

on Norfolk 

| MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
| Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
j Film, Norfolk Hotel 
I TUESDAY 

Commandant’s Dinner, Garrison 
( Film, Paradise Hotel 
I Film, Leagues Club 
Darts,’ R. S. L. Club 
' WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
| N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
I THURSDAY 

i Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Chib 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R.S.L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film. R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY ‘ 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Urs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesh Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

: There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 

I Bureau; or write the News, P, t>. Box 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand Is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2 pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stanps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer 






IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching Inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

(MA 6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

® DUNCOMBE BAY 7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

M ^ * 8HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

m 9o.T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 

m / / (g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 

ANSON BAY 1 ^ PITT ^ ^ 


> j ^f»BALL BAY 


/Quality 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nDrM 7 ITA VO 7 on n nm (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

Urfc.li I UAlO ( *wU am tO b pm only from 9 am to 7 pm-* sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. -eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
,.. soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
.cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items., .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. -first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



Luif-rnced tirug, £Mii 

Renaeaber Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
ccmpound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
r.gain from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 
it is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
en duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of Its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor Interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Fi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
cottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
tiavellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Heed 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and-tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

flnA-tnn* 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-?rf 
UwWlUr• Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting 1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. QBox 94. 


.tUnrbuvo HISTORY: HR1I4, 
It's Worth a Thought. 

That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore loo) mg at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 

(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Norfolk Island News — Tourist Lift-Out 

iASC Irtrtc k.Ui, IouwiiI iki 
..Reading...a LIfeti«e 

must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



E THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT 
I (Full drawing of early Kingston sold j>y 


UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
N.l.Administration. Copy by permission. 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip G id ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stat 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
- became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors Welcoae at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
11am. and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 





TTTough! 
and smoooth 

Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose. meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 

Features ■ 6 bands—FM, MW, SW„ SW ; , SW 5 , SW, * Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filte.s 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching ci cuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW <R 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bir 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output(max.)with suparb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control ■ Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch ■ Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 ”D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. ■ An 
1C for great reliability and stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 


Research Makes the Difference 





HARNISHES 60 FISHIN6; 

TOURISTS LEFT ASHORE 

The Harnishes have definitely drop¬ 
ped out of the tourist business, and 
are going to stick to straight-out pro¬ 
fessional fishing. 

A last minute plea by Thea Fyfe of 
the Tourist Board to rethink has not< 
altered their minds, Mrs. Val Harn- 
ish said. 

"Why should my old man take all 
the muck thrown at him?" Mrs. Har- 
nish demanded. 

Letters to Norfolk papers have com¬ 
plained about the tourist fishing 
trips aboard the Harnishes' "Sonar 
Mia", alleging that the $7 fee should 
entitle fishermen to keep their catch. 

One letter criticised the sale of anti- 
sea sickness pills, and another the 
lack of facilities aboard the boat. 

"Tourists complain about accom¬ 
modation, restaurants and everything, 
and all those complaints are never 
put in the paper" Mrs. Hamish said. 

She and Alan were doing just as 
well, if not better, without tourists, 
who didn’t actually catch any fish. 

Alan always had to bait their hooks, 
and pull their lines up. 

Even then tourists would tangle their 
'ines and even lose the gear. 

As far as she knew, there was no-one 
taking tourists out fishing now, Mrs. 
Harnish said. 

"A lot of people always said they 
we re going into competition with us, 
but they never have" she commented. 

The Harnishes will be taking a few 
visitors out — but it will be old 
mends made during their eight years 
! n the tourist trade, some of whom 
came back every year to Norfolk. 

Mr. George "Puss" Anderson said 
•he size-limit on boats enforced by 
tack of a harbor was a serious pro- 
Mem, 

Only a few people could be taken 
out at one time, and if they kept 
all the fish they caught, the fee 
would have to be much higher. 

"You’d need to ask $15 to $20 a 
head" Mr. Anderson said, yet even 
$10 a day would be too much for 
some people. 

Special equipment was needed for 
tourists, as well. 

A cabin was necessary to give pri¬ 
vacy for a toilet. 

Extra radios were essential and a 
lot of lifesaving gear. 

In all, an investment of at least 
$20, 000 would be needed, Mr. An¬ 
derson estimated. 

Asked if any other fishermen were 
likely to take over from the Har¬ 
nishes, Mr. Anderson said: "I don’t 
know that any of the other boys are 
interested." 


EDITORIAL 

ON WEDNESDAY, NORFOLK COUNCIL considered a letter from the Secretary 
of the Department of die Capital Territory saying he would be willing to let 
the Island take over the work of drafting instructions for Norfolk laws. 

He suggested that an additional legal officer would be needed to handle 
the work. 

Council saw his letter as an attempt by Mr. Engledow to divert attention 
from his Department's delays in getting laws through. 

There is little question that the Department is a main source of delays. 

Mr. Engledow has said there are about 90 laws "in the pipeline". The Attor¬ 
ney-General’s Department says it has 18 of them. Legal Adviser David Rum- 
pit says he has seven. That seems to leave about 65 bottled up in Electricity 
House, where Mr. Engledow’s Department lives. 

To the extent that Mr. Engledow’s letter was a cover-up, Council was 
right to tip it out like old bath water. 

But there was a baby in the bad), and they tipped it out too. Mr. Engle¬ 
dow offered to step aside from one important part of the government process, 
and let Norfolk take it over. Council virtually ignored the offer, in its eager¬ 
ness to keep Mr. Engledow from slipping off the hook. 

Maybe another legal officer isn't neceSS&ry. Maybe there is a less expen¬ 
sive way of drafting instructions locally, but if so, Council didn’t mention one. 

If Norfolk actually doesn't want greater local authority, one good way tc 
convince Canberra that we aren’t ready for it is to ignore offers of greater re¬ 
sponsibility, and concentrate on well-worded insults to Department heads. 

But if Council is genuine in wanting increased powers of local self-gov¬ 
ernment for Norfolk there ought to be practical and courteous ways to take 
them when they are offered. 
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Business 

FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 

7/11/75 

A$1 bought - 



ommerce 


USA US$ 1-2674 

NOUMEA CP. Ft. 100-05 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 

Govt GztteDigst 

No. 51 6/11/75 

ROYAL COMMISSION transcripts will * 
not be available promptly for sitting 
starting 17/11 because of Aust. bud¬ 
get restrictions. 

ELECTRICITY METERS will be read 
every four months instead of every 
three. List of dates when each area 
will have meters read. 

METER READERS wanted, with own 
transport. Apply a Kingston. 

WORKS DEPOT vehicle shelters will 
not. be affordable this year, so none 
of the tenders was accepted. 

RIDE-ON MOWER was sold to W. 
bishop foi$189.50. 

ADMIN STORES cartage tender was 
won by C&K Transport and Cascade 
Transport: $3 per cu. metre or 
tonne; cylinders 3501arge 200 small; 
mail 120 a bag; beer 400 a keg. 
TELEPHONE OPERATOR needed 
5pm-8pm Mon-Fri from 9/12 to 
17/1/75; apply to Admin Ofct. 
SUPREME COURT sits 10am 4/10, 

Mr. Justice Joske. 

PETTY SESSIONS sits 18/10. 

ALBERT EPHRAIM CHRISTIAN 
estate to be administered by J.F. 
Campbell. 

BENJAMIN FRENCH NOBBS estate 
application to be made 20/11 for 
J.F.Campbell to be Administrator, 
creditors'claims should be sent him. 


COUNCIL WILL LISTEN 

NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL has 
agreed to meet with the Chamber of 
Commerce to discuss the Chamber's 
fears that Australian income tax is 
creeping up on local companies and 
perhaps on local residents. 


DUTY REE MERCHANTS 

SAY BUSINESS IS GOOD 
-IF LINES ARE RIGHT 

EXECUTIVES AT a number of lead¬ 
ing "duty-free” shops say that sales 
volume is comparing well with last 
year and that the outlook is good 
for merchants with the right lines. 

Flatly contradicting a rumour that 
customs duties on imports by tour¬ 
ist-oriented shops had fallen off by 
50*5fc. Customs chief Joe Jenkins said 
collections up to now seemed to be 
running about at the levels of 12 
months ago. 

"If some shops aren't getting their 
share, it's their fault, " one merchant 
told the News. "The money is there. 
I don't think they're paying attention 
to their business. 

"Norfolk is on a very even keel. A 
couple of years ago the guest houses 
were half empty at this time of year. 
Tourists may not be buying some 
types of merchandise, but they’re 
buying others." 

Another executive said year-to- 
year comparisons of importing vol¬ 
ume were misleading, and the Is¬ 
lands imports could be expected to 
show a drop from 1974 levels for 
the next couple of months. 

He said this was because Japan¬ 
ese manufacturers had not been able 
to ship adequate quantities in the 
third quarter last year, and then 
had suddenly flooded Norfolk mer¬ 
chants with shipments of goods that 
had been on .order for some time. 

He said the Bi-Centenary celeb¬ 
rations last year had also created 
a temporary business upswing. 

At present, he said, Norfolk seem¬ 
ed to be continuing on "a general 
upward trend, as it has for some 
years." 

The manager at one leading shop 
said he would not be surprised to 
hear that "duty-free" sales were 
down somewhat in the Burnt Pine 
area generally. "Shopkeepers are 
the first ones aware of this kind of 
thing, and you would not find any¬ 
one else was aware of it, " he said. 

He added that he thought Norfolk 
duty levels were close to a level 
where they were beginning to hurt 
Island sales, as compared with 
sales in duty-free centres such as 
Sydney, Fiji and Hawaii. He cited 
local duties of 8 °ic on photographic 
equipment and llfy on watches, 


while at the Sydney duty-free shops 
there was none. 

Some tourists had told him that at 
Mascot they were advised to buy 
goods there before leaving and col¬ 
lect them on their return, because 
the selection of goods at Norfolk 
was supposedly very limited. 

KIWI TEND IS FIRMER 

INDICATIONS OF A TREND of fal¬ 
ling Australian tourism and rising 
New Zealand tourism to Norfolk 
firmed in October, according to of¬ 
ficial Tourist Board figures. 

In September the number of Aust¬ 
ralians arriving slipped by 2 a /c, com¬ 
pared with September, 1974, and 
totalled 796. 

In October they were nearly 9^c few¬ 
er than a year ago. totalling 852. 

New Zealand sent 599 tourists in 
September, up 17. 1% from a year 
earlier. In October the figure of 
665 tourists was up 2 tfc from 1974. 

On balance total visitors have con¬ 
tinued to increase: 73 people more 
(5. 5 a /c) in September, and 53 people 
(3. H°!c) last month. 

CARGO SHUT OFF AGAIN 

FULL RESTRICTIONS on Qantas air 
cargo from Sydney are back in ef¬ 
fect, with only life-saving drugs and 
news media consignments being ac¬ 
cepted until mid-month. 

Despite an extra flight last Friday 
week, Qantas's backlog at Mascot 
was back up to 1700Kg by last Thur¬ 
sday. On Friday five rows were re¬ 
moved from the scheduled DC-4 
flight to carry extra cargo, although 
passengers and freight had to over¬ 
night in New Caledonia because of 
low cloud here. 

Air New Zealand continued to carry 
good freight loads, with 328Kg on the 
1st, 320 on the 3rd and 234 on the 5th. 

Norfolk Island Airlines has been pick¬ 
ing up gradually increasing amounts 
of mainland freight, and broughi in 
287Kg in the week to Saturday. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 
Syd. Syd. Akl. Akl. Bne. Bne. 
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From Sydney 
ILE de LUM1ERE 
Voyage 9 

Dae to cogence 
loading Dec. 1st 

Doe depart Sydney 
December 4th 

Doe arrive Norfolk 
December 8th 

(last Sydney ship 
before Christmas) 


From Auckland 
ILE de LUMIERE 


Due to commence 
loading at Onehonga 
December 11th 

Doe depart Onehonga 
December 13th 

Doe arrive Norfolk 
December 15th 


C CC ’ s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents 
in Auckland! Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC's agents in 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 









m 
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TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

15 1' m Sorry I'll Read 
That Again (Beryl) 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Memory Lane 
JO. 45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Vanity Fair 
12. 00 Local News 

J2.05 Sports Magazine 
|2.20 All That Jazz 
j. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

£. 30 Goons (Roger) 


’ (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Mag. (Pat) 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 inspector West 
10.45. Morning Serial 
11.00 Requests 
12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Frank Muir (Beryl) 
10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


12.05 Top of Pops 
1.00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 
4. 00 Music 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8. 00 Don Juan (18), 

8.15 Music 

8.45 Play 

9.30'Music ~, 


Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most i 

comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+■ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 



EMINENT RESEARCHERS HAVE dis¬ 
covered that television watching dis - 
rupts the alpha normal brain wave 
patterns. "Quite true, " he said, 
rapidly retracting his organ-stop eyes. 

I only rarely indulge the addiction in 
order to avoid the splitting headache 
of withdrawal. But sometimes I sneak 
into the locked loft where the box is 
banished (electrical fittings also re¬ 
moved to avoid the dangers of easy 
access) creep downstairs, wire up the 
plug and tune in. The posture I assume 
in front of the dancing 'Trinitron' is 
affectionately referred to as 'Pacific 
area squatting' in books of an unthro - 
pological nature. This week I squatted 
twice with impunity. Once for the 
World Cup Gymnastics (pure and absol¬ 
ute adoration of the body uncluttered 
by the absurd nineteenth century atmos¬ 
pherics found in ballet); once for the 
restorative concert related below. 

My faith was strengthened surpris¬ 
ingly quickly after last week’s atro¬ 
city, on the following evening in fact. 
Carlo Maria Giulini, the fine Italian 
conductor, recognized the power of 
music, its 'high seriousness' as dramat- 


j'ic example of belief in the human 
spirit. A performance of Beethoven's 
Seventh symphony was organized at 
the United Nations headquarters in 
New York. 

It was certainly the most powerfully 
reasoned argument for the vital prin¬ 
ciple of human life that has yet taken 
place in that chamber of compromise. 
Beethoven, like all men, had a great 
need for love but was miserable through 
out life because the expression of his 
love of humanity ,en masse went large¬ 
ly unrecognized in the bickering mu¬ 
sical society of his time. He wrote: 
"Art, the persecuted one, always finds 
an asylum." The recognition of the 
truth of this remark as his symphony 
was performed in the asylum of the 
United Nations, beamed internation¬ 
ally into innumeral homes, would 
have given him great joy in the poten¬ 
tial 'brotherhood of man'. The wings 
he envied Daedalus would have been 
given him, although the grim irony 
of this particular asylum would not 
have escaped his notice. 

Giulini’s performance was intense 
and deeply moving. His fantastically 
mobile features and passionate ges¬ 
tures of restrained energy left no doubts 
of his intentions in the minds of the 
players in the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Certainly, this music per¬ 
formed in that assembly hall was an 
'invitation to hope'. 
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"OFF THE ISLAND" 

WE LAUGHED WHEN we came across 
this in Sunset Magazine published in 
California. 

"Lantana - Abundant bright blooms 
and a long flowering season put lantana 
high on the list of favorites. Its shrubby 
nature and woody growth help it devel¬ 
op a strong independent trunk after a 
number of months. Feed twice a month 
during blooming season (liquid fish 
emulsion is a good choice). Keep 
faded flowers picked off to encourage 
continuous bloom. Lantana will not 
tolerate a freeze. In cold winter cli¬ 
mates it must have protection: " 

Hmmm - 

Also bemused by a clipping mailed 
from a friend which appeared in the 
Sunday supplement of a leading daily 
newspaper "Genuine Norfolk Island Pine 
-- The Cadillac of all indoor trees. 

$5. 37. ” 


For fun, how about a couple of 
recipes from a couple of other islands? 
The first from Fiji, the second from the 
Bahamas (the Duchess of Windsor's spe¬ 
cialty served at Government House in 
Nassau when the Duke was Governor- 
General). 

MOCK CAULIFLOWER 
In Fiji they call paw paw "mummy- 
apple”. Their mummy-apples are a bit 
sweeter than our paw paws but this is a 
nice recipe for Norfolk. 

1 medium green paw paw 
| cup milk 
1 e gg 

1 teaspoon melted butter 
pepper and salt 

Peel the paw paw and cut into serving 
pieces. Boil as vegetable until tender. 
Drain then mash. Beat up yolk of egg, 
mix with melted butter and milk. Add 
to paw paw. Season. Beat until stiff 
one egg white and add to paw paw mix¬ 
ture. Put in ovenproof dish and bake or 
steam for 3/4 hour. 

PECAN PIE 

1 9 inch unbaked pastry shell 
1 cup pecans 
3 eggs 

1 cup golden syrup 
1/3 cup sugar 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
1/4 cup melted butter 
Line pastry shell with pecans. Beat 
eggs well. Add syrup. Bake in hot oven 
10 min. Then 350 for 40 minutes. Cool 
before serving. 
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JUST A FEW WORDS about parsley. 

I have often heard it said that pars¬ 
ley seeds "always fail to grow for me", 
and yet in some gardens it is almost 
a weed, self sowing everywhere. An 
old gardener once gave me the follow¬ 
ing hint when sowing parsley seeds. 
Make a shallow trench, sow seeds 
thinly then water well with hot Water, 
not just tepid, really hot, cover seeds 
immediately with soil. It has always 
worked for me and it is now almost 
forty years since this hint was passed 
on to me. 

Do you know that apart from its 
use as a garnish, parsley is rich in 
calcium and vitamins Bl, B2 and C 
and should be used more as a veget¬ 
able as well as garnish. 

In the flower garden I notice that 
the crepe-myrtle shrubs are showing 
new growth, and it is on this new 
wood that the flowers are carried. 
Lovely heads of "crepe-paper" flow¬ 
ers of this native of India are very 
showy and well worth a little extra 
care. Some reasons it is attacked by 
old enemy powdery mildew, so give 
them a good spraying now; I use 
Naneb or Karathane. After flowering 
is over cut back hard; these need to be 
pruned every year for best results. 

Now answers to a few questions. 

1. Can you tell me what causes my 
hoya leaves to turn yellow? 

A. Witholit seeing your plant, 
there could be one of the following 
reasons, firstly over-watering and if 
in a pot not enough "crocking" for 
drainage or perhaps over watering - 
hoyas need good drainage at all times, 
moist but never wet. Secondly, it 
could be caused by a pest attacking it 
at roots. Have a lock at its base just 
below ground level; it could be partly 
rotted. Hope it is over-watering for 
that is easily remedied. 

2. Do Staghorn and Elkhorn ferns 
need manure? 

A. Some old cow manure packed 
in behind the shield is very helpful if 
your fern has not been long established. 

Talking of manure for ferns, a good 
rule is to never use other than organic 
manures. Maiden hair resents any¬ 
thing else and in fact will often die 
after an application of such manures 
as Zest or Lush. 
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THE FIREDRAKE 
by Cecilia Holland 

IN THE MIDDLE AGES a firedrake 
meant a dragon, but no ordinary com¬ 
mon or garden dragon at that. I sup¬ 
pose dragons in those days came in 
all sizes from the tiddlers the bigness 
of a fox-terrier that fizzed and whistl 
ed like steam-kettles to the fifty-foot 
monsters that ravished maidens, guard 
ed treasures and breathed flames that 
could ignite a forest. The first sort 
made nice pets for ladies with asbes¬ 
tos gloves and were handy for light¬ 
ing the Braemar, but firedrakes were 
definitely of the latter variety and 
not to be trifled with. But a firedrak.. 
also meant a comet, and the comet 
of spring 1066 was one such presaging 
the great wars fought over Europe that 
year, especially William the Conquer¬ 
or's invasion of England. 

The hero of this historical novel is 
Irish, which is all right and proper 
and as it should be. There are no 
Irish villains, and the villainous 
niche in this story is filled by Dutch 
and Flemish peasants who are so much 
arrow-fodder for the knights. The h:r 
Laeghaire (pronounced Leary) comes 
from Tralee in Kerry, which can’r 
have changed much in ten centuries 
as it's still as much a place to emi- 
' grate from now as it was then. The 
spelling and pronounciation of his 
name makes one feel that if ever 
there were two languages in the 
world that needed a phonetic refor¬ 
mation Gaelic and Maori would top 
the poll. 

The greatest virtue of this book 
isn't its rattling good story-line but 
it's evocation of mood. War and caiv 
paigning then was every bit as sordid, 
unglamourous and immoral as it is now 
wiih the added minus, or whatever 
the opposite of a bonus is. of unreliev¬ 
ed discomfort. This discomfort would 
appear to have been life-long. A 
knight would be born in a draughty 
and unsanitary castle, spend most of 
his life riding uncomfortable horses 
wearing uncomfortable armour, his 
leisure time must have been mostly 
filled in picking the vermin from hit 
body sufficient to give him a reason¬ 
able night's sleep untormented by the 
ravages of lice and bed-bugs, and 
death of old age at thirty, rheumatism 
and wounds were his final portion. 

This book portrays it warts and all. 
HENRY SMITH. 
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What an eventful week it's been. 

It started off on Monday night - a 
large crowd gathered at the Golf 
Club to enjoy the Calcutta Sweep 
Night. Alan Dyer was the auction¬ 
eer and apparently keen bidding 
took place during the night. One 
bidder was even bidding against him¬ 
self so determined to secure the horse 
he thought was going to win the Mel¬ 
bourne Cup. Tuesday morning 
people were busy deciding which 
horse they'd back or digging deeper 
into their pockets to find a few cents 
to join in yet another sweep. By 
3.15 p. m. most ears were glued to 
a radio somewhere on the Island, the 
owners wondering whether they'd 
make a fortune in the next few min¬ 
utes or "do their dough". 

Knowing nothing about horses and 
never having backed a horse before 
i woke up on Tuesday morning det¬ 
ermined to back Think Big and Sul- 
iman. Changed my own mind on 
Suliman when I heard it priced at 
7/4 - that left Think Big. Husband 
said to me, Think Big won’t win, 
not twice in a row. A friend who 
seemed to know what he was talk¬ 
ing about agreed and added that 
Think Big wasn't any good in the 
wet. So I settled for Holiday Wag¬ 
gon. Imagine how I felt when Think 
Big won. Oh dear, then a very 
thoughtful friend rang to let me know 
Think Big's price was 33/1. Even 
now I’m still dreaming about all 
that money I could have won and 
how I'd have spent it. Moral? Never 
take a male's advice on horses. 

Still, Holiday Waggon did come 
second. 

A few days ago three friends 
called on Beattie Bigg at her new 
home to enjoy themselves in true 
Norfolk fashion. It was lovely to 
hear peals of gay laughter ringing 
Steele's Point as Vina Patterson, 
Granny Quintal and Taggart Men- 
zies together with Beattie lost them¬ 
selves in a game of jaro. 

Vina and Granny returned later 
on in the week but with one part¬ 
ner short. They were so disap¬ 
pointed: they tried to coax a nei¬ 
ghbour away from the ironing, but 
with no success. She didn't have 
a clue how to play in any case. 

Granny then told the plumber to 
put down his tools and join them. 
Again no luck - so dem all start 
sleep instead. 


I guess the hospital has been the 
most active place this last week: 
patients coming from all direct¬ 
ions, One person, Lyn Berriman, 
called to see the doctor as her ex¬ 
pected infant was soon due to make 
an appearance. Dr. Sexton asked 
her to return home, collect her 
suitcase and come straight back 
again. Imagine his surprise to rec¬ 
eive a call that Lyn's baby had 
decided not to wait any longer. It 
wanted to be born at home. Poor 
Lyn, she said after all the books 
she's read and already having given 
birth to three daughters she was the 
one to panic, not Colin, who she 
said was really wonderful. Mich¬ 
ael Phillip, weighing 8 lbs 2 ozs 
made his arrival in half-an-hour. 
The doctor arrived at the Rectory 


just in time to actually deliver the 
baby. Michael certainly looked 
most unconcerned about the uproar 
he'd caused as he lay sleeping peace¬ 
fully in his bassinette the next day. 

Jill Karl, another very thrilled 
mother of a new baby son, Sven 
Stuart - born on Cup Eve 3rd Nov¬ 
ember, said she was hoping Lyn 
would share the room with her but 
didn't expect her to arrive in such 
a fashion. Jill is looking forward 
to taking Sven home to meet his 
sister, Claudine. Both sets of par¬ 
ents are tickled pink to have a son 
in the family. , 


MINI-ADS CLOSE 11.30 kiryn a m PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE I 

SATURDAY MORNINGS !1Lm> MiniAUS MILK BAR, JENSENS, AMY'S J 

1976 Diaries 

Diaries and Calendars now available 
from Norfolk Island Stationers at 
the Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. 

Quick photo service j 

Black and white or colour in 7 days f 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post- jj 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor- | 
folk Island Airlines. 1 

Wanted land 

One acre freehold land suitable for 
home building. Please reply to 

P.O.Box 245. 

Visiting technician? f 

If you are able to tune and repair £ 
IBM Executives, Gestetner duplica- j? 
tors or manual typewriters, equip- ? 
menr at The News will welcome f 
some attention. We have some tool; j. 

Want to bay 

Would like to buy new or used en¬ 
larger suitable for large blowups 
from 35mm film. Please contact 

Ed Howard at News, or PO Box94 


Plentiful supply 

Fresh milk 15?! pint, (in your con¬ 
tainer), local eggs 800 dozen, fresh 
fruit and vegetables at the Milk 

Bar, Ferny Lane. 

Published Monday morning at the 
Newt Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, 
South PScific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 

Editorial Contributors this issue; 

Celia Bigg, Les Brown, Alice How¬ 
ard, Dorothy Joske, Michael Moran, 
Bu.ch Quintal, John Ryves, Henry 
Smith, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Debby Dale and Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions; $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 

Booking office. 

A new booking office has been 
opened in Brisbane and will be a 
major booking office for Norfolk 

Island Airlines Ltd. in Australia. 

The new office, "Norfolk Island 
Airlines Booking Centre Pty. Ltd." 
is at C24 Queen's Arcade, 77 Queen 
St. Brisbane. Phone 2295-872 or 
2295-041. 

Pacific np 

A few copies left of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing vast 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil¬ 
lip. Mail $1 to Bin 21, Box 94, N.I. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


HERE IS THE concluding section from 
the 90-years-ago article in the Norfolk 
"Pioneer" that we commenced last 
week. How Norfolk's problems re¬ 
main the samel - - - 



.Much water might be saved by very 
little foresight and trouble, but at the 
end of a dry season, when most of it 
has gone to waste, it will be very 
little use to consider the matter. 

The average rainfall for the five 
years ending December 31st, 1883, 
was 45 inches, and of this by far the 
most fell in the six months from April 
to September inclusive of each year. 
During those months of the year above- 
mentioned, the rainfall averaged 26 
1-2 inches. This year it has been con¬ 
siderably below that amount, and foll¬ 
owing upon an unusually dry summer, 
this decrease is likely to be much felt, 
unless there be a change before long. 

At present then the agricultural 
iookout is gloomy, and we naturally 
turn to the whaling industry to see if 
things look better there, but only a 
glance shows us that no comfort can 
be derived from that quarter. The 
season is not over certainly, and as 
with the farmer, rain may fall, so with 
the whalers, whales may be caught at 
the last moment. But if both farming 
and whaling fail, and the financial 
condition of the island be already 
strained, what is likely to be the con¬ 
sequence? Under such conditions it is 
surely right to try and find a remedy 
for the soil. It is often affirmed, but 
with how much truth is doubtful, that 
regular periodic communication with 
the colonies is the only remedy. No 
doubt this would be beneficial if it 
could be established, but in itself it 
would not prevent bad seasons, and 
blights from attacking the crops. No 
one can be induced to try sending a 
vessel here regularly without a reason¬ 
able guarantee of cargo. Whereas on 
tite other hand no one here seems to 
think it necessary to try and produce 
what would pay for exportation until 
the regular communication has been 
established. This is evidently looking 
. at the matter from the wrong side. 

Let the produce be available, and 
there will soon be the means of ex¬ 
portation as we all know. Here then 
is the main question, what can be 
produced so far independent of season 
and blight, as to offer a reasonable 


assurance of success to the exporter. 

One thing is certain, that without 
systematic perseverance and deter¬ 
mined energy nothing can be done. 

And if nothing be done, the material 
prosperity of die island must fall lower 
and lower, until it results in the en¬ 
tire alienation of property and the in¬ 
stitution of a new order of things and 
people. 

Such a change may as yet be pre¬ 
ventable, but if things drift on much 
further as they are doing, no power 
will avail to stop it. It is not for us 
to say what will and what will not pay 
to cultivate, but we do feel sure that 
there are many sources of income left 
to those who care to seek them. 

Dairy farming, fruit growing, fish¬ 
curing, the breeding of horses and pigs 
as well as fowls, are all industries 
productive of profit, but strange to say, 
not one of them have ever yet been 
systematically undertaken. 

We merely mention this as showing 
that to a thoughtful person much will 
occur that might tend to elevate the 
general condition of the place, and we 
sincerely hope that the time is at hand, 
when something will be done to create 
industries that will be alike a source 
of pleasure, industry and profit. 



DOROTHY JOSKE, wife of one of 
Norfolk's Supreme Court Judges, was 
recently asked to talk to the Sydney 
Country Women's Association about 
Norfolk. Their special study project 
for 1975 was the islands in the South 
Pacific. Here are some brief notes 
on a few of the things she said. 

"Norfolk Island to me is the most 
beautiful Island in the South Pacific - 
certainly the most interesting. Approa¬ 
ching Norfolk by air makes cne aware 
that it is an aloof pine-wooded isle, 
clutching its secrets to itself - maybe 
it has resented the three invasions 
during the last couple of hundred years, 
even to the point of almost preventing 
Royalty to set foot on its shore. The 
whole island just disappears into cloud 
and fog. But what a change when the 


clouds disperse revealing sun drenched 
mountain and green wooded valleys. 
Norfolk comes alive and one has a 
feeling of exaltation and pride that 
Norfolk Island is British. 

"It reminds one of the West Coast 
of England with its precipitous cliffs 
and reef ringed bays, and there is a 
feeling of attachment to the warm 
colored shining "sacred cows" wander¬ 
ing all over the roads and golf course, 
not obliged to conform to any traffic 
rules. They give one a friendly wel¬ 
come as they gaze from their luscious 
pastures. The impact of the long- 
remembered penal settlement is still 
strong, but tempered by the interesting, 
well-preserved historical'buildings. 
Quality Row would h^.ve seemed to 
have lived up to its name. The charm 
ing stone homes are well preserved 
and loved, even the ghosts are still 
to be reckoned with. 

"The Court House is quaint and still 
in use. Judges are dismayed that the 
huge post in the middle of the court 
room presents difficulties for Counsel, 
seeing the Judge, nor can the Judge 
easily see the Counsel. 

"All Saints Church is close by to 
the historical cemetery - such a gor¬ 
geous position overlooking Philip and 
Nepean Islands, which stand out as a 
bodyguard to Norfolk, but what sad 
memories. Those soul-destroying 
headstones tell the story of many 
souls, (some so young) denied the coir, 
fort and dignity of the church - thosu 
who had lost their sense of destiny and , 
humanity. One is filled with a great 
sense of history to live on Norfolk, 
and meet the descendants of the mu¬ 
tineers of the Bounty - beautiful dark 
skinned women with sparkling eyes, 
whose, ancestors were amongst the 193 
settlers from Pitcairn. 

'The leisurely way of life on Norfolk 
attracts us all, and tourists revel in the 
duty-free shops today - a long way fro i 
the early days of barter - English wool 
lent and French perfumes excite the 
women and electrical goods for all. 
Norfolk Island stamps are collected all 
over the world. The sea surrounding 
the Island abounds in wonderful eat¬ 
ing fish, and swimming without fear 
of sharks crossing the reef is fabulous. 
What a Paradise on earth! One of the 
most touching customs on Norfolk is 
that when an islander passes from this 
life friends gather to prepare the grave 
for burial. Could any act be more 
Christian?” 
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The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 2(ty 
To New Zealand 40^ > 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



Burns 

Philp 

ssoup of comum a 


..FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE.-. 1 . 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address pancL 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted ;e. 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 








latest tourist 
information 
and road map 
p.942 
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the chance of your lifetime? 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 




TIME IS ABOUT 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION’S Sec¬ 
retary warned Friday that "time is 
rapidly running out" for evidence 
to be placed before Sir John Nimmo. 

Mr. Lynn Dudley said the submis¬ 
sions definitely on the calendar for 
this final sitting of the Commission 
were "not enough to go for the first 
week, let alone for two weeks." 

"People have been dragging their 
feet, even though ten weeks ago 
we asked people to notify us if they 
wished to present further evidence," 
he told the News. 

He said there were two objectives 
in this closing sitting on the Island. 

He said the final fortnight of the 
was to accept last-minute opinions 
and to get rebuttals of evidence 
given on the mainland. 


TO RUN OUT... 


not be available unless specifically 
granted. 

It is expected that Counsel Assis¬ 
ting the Commission, Cedric Ham- 
pson Q.C., will not deliver a sum¬ 
ming-up address in public sittings. 

* This is frequently done in Royal 
Commissions to give the Commis¬ 
sioner a comprehensive view of what 
Counsel believes the evidence has 
shown. Such an address may, or 
may not, include Counsel's views 
on what he believes the recomm¬ 
endations of the Commission’s re¬ 
deem tinued on page five) 



"THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AIRPORT 
I’VE EVER BEEN TO", said Hawker 
deHaviland's John MacArthur. 

He thinks HdeH's new Dash-7 
can be the means of keeping our air¬ 
port as nice as it is. See P. 5. 


KIDS’ BIKE TRACK CUTTERS CORN 


"We want any remain¬ 
ing submissions at once" 
he said. "It's expensive 
to keep us here if nothing 
is coming in. When we 
are satisfied we’ve had 
all the evidence that is 
now available we'll re- 
turn to Australia. ” 

In one or two select cases, he said, 
evidence in the form of exhibits, 
without discussion or cross-question¬ 
ing. will be able to be accepted up 
until March 31. 

But this time extension would be 
granted only for a body such as the 
Norfolk Island Council, and would 


A motor-bike track for teenagers 
is to open next week at the corner 
of Collins Head Road and Cutters 
Corn. 

"Only conditions for going on the 
track are that crash helmets must 
be worn, and satisfactory footwear" 
said Sergeant Peter Harrison. 

Satisfactory footwear was shoes or 
boots of some description, he added. 

A minimum of supervision is plan¬ 
ned, and the track will be open 
during daylight hours. 

No driving licence will be needed, 
as the area is private property. 


\ tbin^ e 
means^t.. • 


* 
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The track will be on 14 acres of 
land available by Mr. Jack Fitz¬ 
patrick. 

"I was talking to Jack Fitzpatrick 
about the difficulty of obtaining a 
suitable site" Sergeant Harrison ex¬ 
plained. 

"He said he had some land at Cut¬ 
ters Com that young riders could 

Sergeant Harrison said the track 
would be based on a similar scheme 
he had seen in use in Canberra. 

No serious accidents had ever oc¬ 
curred at the Canberra track. 

He estimated that 40 youngsters 
would use the new facility. 

If the young motor-bike riders 
were interested, Sgt. Harrison said, 
he was sure volunteers were prep¬ 
ared to help run activities like 
scrambles, trail rides or motor-bike 
gymkhanas. 












NEW SANDPIT OPENS AT CEMETERY BAY: PT. HUNTER 
PIT BELOW SEA-LEVEL AND IN DANGER OF FLOODING 


THE COST OF SAND has been in¬ 
creased by $3 a cubic metre. 

The added fee will cover the cost 
of re-filling with earth after sand has 
been removed. 

At the same time, the Pt. Hunter 
sandpit has been closed, and a new 
one is being opened above the beach 
at Cemetery Bay. 

Sand mining at Pt. Hunter had gone 
below sea level, and the Admin and 
Council stopped it for fear of ser¬ 
ious erosion and flooding by die sea. 

The new sandpit is to be opened 
south of the two pines on the eastern 
side of the golf course. It will come 
to within about thirty feet of the bank 
at the back of the beach. 

The new pit has been planned to 
avoid any interference with the beach, 
the golf course or the race course. 

Until Friday, sand was sold at $1 a 
cubic metre. It will now be $4 a 
metre, at the pit. 

Island Industries has been charging 
$5 a metre for sand delivered to a 
building site. The company's direct 
costs are now $3 a metre higher. 

The new policy of refilling reflects 
increasing environmental awareness 
on the part of the Admin and-Coun- 
cil, and shouldn’t actually cost the 
users much more. A typical home 

Business as usual 
at Admin and P.Q. 

POST OFFICE and other Admin op¬ 
erations went back onto a normal 
footing Thursday following the pas¬ 
sage of the Australian Budget. 

The Secretary of the Department 
of the Capital Territory, Mr. Eng- 
ledow, rang Deputy Administrator 
C. I, Buffett on Wednesday to say 
funds were flowing again, and the 
ban on overtime work could be lif¬ 
ted. 

On Friday Administration accoun¬ 
tant Brian Bates was preparing re¬ 
vised estimates for the Island's 
1975/76 budget. 

The Deputy Administrator expects 
these will be reviewed at a special 
meeting of Council this week, and 
that Council may wish to make some 
cuts in capital projects previously 
approved. 

It is normal practice for the es¬ 
timates to be reviewed and revised 
at this time of year, when income 
trends can be considered, and cost 
increases- taken into account. 
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uses about five metres of sand, which 
would mean increased costs of $15. 

After sand has been mined and the 
pit refilled with earth, it will be 
grassed. Deputy Administrator C. I. 
Buffett said the $3 charge was set to 
cover the estimated cost of carting, 
spreading and compacting the earth 
fill. 

' Gerry Aafjes of Island Industries had 
offered to load Admin trucks without 
charge using earth removed at the 
Cascades metal quarrying site. 

Caretaker cabinet 
leaves Norfolk 
In the dark 

AT THE WEEKEND the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Administration didn't know who 
was the Minister responsible for the 
Island in Canberra. 

Mr. Engledow, Secretary of the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
told Deputy Administrator C. I, 
Buffett on Wednesday that he ex¬ 
pected the caretaker Cabinet to be 
announced in broadcasts the follow¬ 
ing day. But toward the end of Fri¬ 
day no one had yet heard die new 
appointee's name. 

The island will continue to be 
without a permanent Administrator 
for some time. Australian election 
results can take days or sometimes 
weeks to be counted fully, and the 
December 13 election will leave 
little time for the next Government 
to handle anything but major mat¬ 
ters before the end of the year. 

With Ministerial desks needing 

no administrator 
till March 1976? 

tidying up after the Holidays, it 
could easily be February or even 
March before a Norfolk Administ¬ 
rator is commissioned and sent here. 

That would mean Deputy Admin¬ 
istrator Buffett’s being in Norfolk’s 
top chair for six months or so. 

But he appears unlikely to break 
his record of the early 1950s, when 
he deputised as Administrator for 
over a year. This was during and 
after the 1951-53 term of Admin¬ 
istrator Alec Wilson, whose health 
prevented him from working through 
his term. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 





parking, tight manoeuvrability. 
I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 

■ load space. Economy plus. 

5 And talk about handy! The 

■ large side-opening sliding 
| door with its low loading 

■ height plus easy access, 

■ lift-up rear door, lets you 
I load with a minimum of 

| effort Four-wheel independent 

■ suspension too. 


■ THEVfcTON 

■ Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard 

■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 
5 — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 

! THE BIG TON 

■ Hera’s power,reliability 
m and performance. 

■ Here’s 94 BHP from 
| Mazda’s big 1600 CC 

■ overhead cam engine 
5 in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray 
| container van. All-synchi 

1 4-speed gearbox, 
section frame. Cab and 
1 * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
■ on all three vehicles. 


THE 

Mighty worker with forward control 
design allows maximum visibility and 


MAZDA TRUCK AVAILABLE NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY -- 
CAB and CHASSIS $2880. -- TRADE OR TERMS ACCEPTABLE 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 



Proprt«cor: i. W. FITZPATRICK 





COUNCIL HEARS AIR TRANSPORT EXPERTS PUT CASE: 
FOKKER'S F.28 OR DEHAVILAND f S DASH-SEVEN? 


Hawpson f s sunwapy 
to be made public 
for any comments 

(continued from front page) 


A REPRESENTATIVE of East-West 
Airlines (Mr. Bruce Teague, man¬ 
ager of planning and development) 
and a representative of the Hawker 
deHaviland aircraft group (Mr. John 
MacArthur, marketing manager of 
the aviation division of Hawker de¬ 
Haviland Australia) each had dis¬ 
cussions with Council last week to 
put their current views on the Is¬ 
land’s future air service. 

In an interview with The News, 

Mr. Teague said "If there was any 
area of doubt before, we don't 
think there is any now." 

He was referring to East-West’s 
belief that the most suitable air 
service would be with F-28 jets. 

For "a couple of years" the airline 
would use F-27s until the jets be¬ 
came available and airport im - 
provements were completed. 

not profitable 

He said the F-27 service would not 
be profitable for East-West, and 
would be operated simply to bridge 
the gap until jets could be used. 

(On a previous visit he said that the 
F-27 could be used from Sydney 
only with a slight relaxation of the 
Department of Transport's "90-min¬ 
ute" rule for two-engined planes 
over water.) 

According to Mr. Teague the Dep¬ 
artment of Transport estimates it 
would cost $1,3 million to improve 
the airport enough to take F-28s, but 
he did not know what specifications 
they had worked from. 

The Department suggests DC-9 
jets for the route, Mr. Teague said, 
but East-West does not believe the 
DC-9 has enough range to operate 
to and from Norfolk in all weather, 
without the addition of extra fuel 
tanks. 

lacking range 

He made a similar comment 
about deHaviland's forthcoming 
Dash-7 aircraft, based on specif¬ 
ications East-West had studied. But 
he said "given development, in 
years to come, we think the Dash- 
7 will be tremendous value and 
we're interested in it. ” 

Mr. MacArthur, who had not vis¬ 
ited Norfolk before, told The News 
he believed East-West may have 
done its calculations on inapprop¬ 
riate specifications for the Dash-7. 

He said Ansett Airlines of Aust¬ 


ralia believed they could operate 
the Dash-7 safely and profitably to 
Norfolk. 

Several areas of increased pay- 
load for the Dash-7 could be ex¬ 
pected, he said. One is the result 
of removing some seats and cer¬ 
tain equipment that would be sur¬ 
plus on the Norfolk route. 

Another is that deHaviland ex¬ 
pects die Dash-7 will finally be 
certificated to carry about 2, 000 
pounds more than the early spec¬ 
ifications indicate. 

Another is that, like other modern 
aircraft, the Dash-7 will probably ex¬ 
pand and develop into greater cap¬ 
acity. 

Finally, he added, the plane's ab¬ 
ility to use Lord Howe as an alter¬ 
nate landing field results in a whole 
new set of fuel and range calculat¬ 
ions- He said Ansett was interested 
to see these and they were currently 
being worked out by computers at 
deHaviland's headquarters in Canada. 

Mr. MacArthur said he felt the Dash- 
7's size (about 35 passengers Sydney- 
Norfolk) and quietness were much 
more in harmony with the Island than 
larger and faster jets would be. 

The earliest deHaviland could del¬ 
iver a Dash-7 for Norfolk use would 
be about May, 1978, he said, be¬ 
cause all of the planes to be pro¬ 
duced before then had been spoken 
for. 


port might be. 

It is expected that Mr. Hampson 
will prepare a broad summary in 
written form following the present 
sitting. 

His written report would probably 
be completed by the end of Dec¬ 
ember, and it is understood copies 
would be available on Norfolk and 
that written comments on it from 
people on the Island would be con¬ 
sidered by the Commissioner up to 
the end of January. 

The public hearings, Mr. Dudley 
observed on Friday, are meant to 
give members of the public a chance 
to speak if they wish, but are.only 
one part of the Commission's in¬ 
vestigations. 

In additon to the hearings, Sir 
John Nimmo has been and will be 
inquiring into legal and historical 
matters, having talks with different 
people in various places, and doing 
independent research. 

The Commissioner and staff are 
expected to leave Norfolk no later 
than November 29th. Some of the 
equipment and supplies brought to 
the Island for the sittings may be 
j transferred to the Administration. 

! but most will be returned to Aust¬ 
ralia. 


Laws should be passed to prevent destruction 
of Norfolk's underground water resources 


I Norfolk's Luge underground water 
reserves could be destroyed by over¬ 
utilisation. 

Laws to control the use of this wa¬ 
ter should be introduced, in the op¬ 
inion of an Australian water-res¬ 
ources expert. 

Mr. Roberts. Abell, of the Bureau 
of Mineral Resources, said this during 
a cross-examination at the Royal 
Commission. 

Mr* Abell told the Commission a 
fresh water Tens' existed above sea 
level, replenished by rain. 

But the size of this lens was un¬ 
known, and a $40. 000 survey and 
drilling program should be carried 
out to determine the extent of the 
island's water resources. 

It was a very tricky problem to 
manage a lens of this nature. 

"The thickness of the lens not. 


only determines the quality, but 
how much it is developed and how 
many bores can tap it and how much 
water you can use from it" Mr. Abell 
said. 

He was surprised to find running 
water used at 40 points. 

There were three perennial streams 
—Watermill and Headstone Creeks 
and the Cascade Broken Bridge 
catchment. 

Mission Creek might flow without 
drying up for some years. 

But it would not be possible to 
harness surface water on a long¬ 
term basis. 

Stream flow is very variable, ev¬ 
aporation and evapotranspiration 
rates very high, and extremely poor 
foundation of weathered rock very 
porous, causing leakage. 
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C of E CHOIR, FORMED FOR CHAPEL CENTENARY, 
WILL STAY TOGETHER AT LEAST UNTIL XMAS 


The choir formed for the Saint Bar¬ 
nabas Chapel Centenary may become 
a permanent body. 

"They want to keep going" said the 
Reverend Colin Berriman, who is 
choirmaster himself. 

The 20 choir members and organist 
Mrs. Daisy Buffett intend staying to¬ 
gether. until Christmas at least, to 
celebrate the annual Carols by Can¬ 
dlelight. 

However, a permanent choir, with 
regular practice sessions throughout 
the year would be yet another even¬ 
ing out of the little free time Mr. 
Berriman now has available. 

Guest preacher for the commem¬ 
oration service is the Right Reverend 
D.W.B. Robinson, Bishop in Parram¬ 
atta, within the diocese of Sydney. 

Bishop Robinson arrives Wednesday, 
and Thursday night at the Pitcairners 
Hall he speaks to the Historical Soc¬ 
iety. 

He will conduct his first service 
Saturday, at St. Barnabas Chapel. 

This commemorates the laying of 
the foundation stone of the Chapel 
on November 22, 1875. 


"After the service there will be a 
picnic tea," Mr. Berriman said. 
"Bring your own basket and thermos." 

The tea will be held on the lawns 
of the Chapel, in the most sheltered 
spot. 

'T hope a lot of Island folk will 
come along and stay for the tea” he 
said. 

The Bishop will officiate at the con¬ 
firmation service next morning at 
All Saints, Kingston, where four can¬ 
didates are to be confirmed. 

Sunday night, Mr. and Mrs. Berr- 
iman's baby will be baptised Mich¬ 
ael Phillip by the Bishop in the Chap- 
el. 

And the following Wednesday, the 
Bishop will conduct the Thanksgiving 
Service Wednesday morning at all 
Saints, 10 am, returning to Sydney 
in the afternoon. 


PRAYERS FOR AUSTRALIA will be 
offered every Friday until the elec¬ 
tion at Sydney's St. Andrew's Ang¬ 
lican Cathedral. 

• The "Australian" reports that mem¬ 
bers of the congregation have been 
specifically asked to pray for — 


Make Migration 
rulings public 

IMMIGRATION DECISIONS should 
be made by a board sitting in pub¬ 
lic and publishing the reasons for 
the decisions, according to a strong 
"open letter" to Council from the 
committee of the Citizens Assoc¬ 
iation. 

Their letter was sparked off by 
Council debate November 5th, in 
which a motion for public disclosure 
of decisions was voted down 4-2. 
(P.5, News of 10/11.) 

The committee's letter says that 
"if the Norfolk Island community 
is... a democracy" decisions should 
be published except when this would 
harm the people concerned. But if 
this information can be withheld 
without giving a reason, "it surely 
cannot be claimed that Norfolk Is¬ 
land is a democracy. You cannot 
have it both ways." 


• The guidance of God. 

• Mr. Whitlam, Mr. Fraser and the 
Governor - General. 

• Rational debate. 

• Unbiased reporting by the media. 

• Unselfishness of management and 

unions. 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 


^FASTEST & MOST FREQUENT^ 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA I 

Flights Leave * 

' MONDAY 8.30am { 

| WEDNESDAY 2pm ' 

' SATURDAY 8.30am ' 

I SUNDAY 8.30am , 

I ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING | 

| IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR | 
I -- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
| THE U.S. A. FOR FLYING DIP- I 
' LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 1 



BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 

ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 

PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 

Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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NORFOLK'S MOTOR-BIKE BOOM SPLUTTERS TO A HALT 
AS TOURISTS AND TEENAGERS MOVE INTO CARS 


Norfolk's motor-bike boom is just 
about over, and the epidemic once 
known as 'Honda rash' --- the sup¬ 
erficial cuts and abrasions that fol¬ 
low a spill - -- is becoming a rare 
disease. 

And if bikes were ever a menace 
on Norfolk’s roads, they certainly 
aren't today, 

"I-don't see bikes as a real prob¬ 
lem” Sergeant Peter Harrison com¬ 
mented. 

Time was when, any fine day, 

. Borry Evans had a paddock full of 
tourists, aspiring motor cyclists, 
learning to start and stop. 

That was about four years ago, and 
the paddock is now given back to 
wandering cattle, and Borry gets 
about one request for a bike every 
three weeks. 

Except Christmas, that is -—when 
Norfolk's hire-car fleet is booked 
right out, and a few non-walkers risk 
a bike. 

"For two dollars a week more you 
can hire a car" Borry commented. 

The downward trend showed up in 
last year's figures, when Borry dis¬ 
covered his bike rental,division had 
made a loss of $300. 

Phil Page, of Norfolk Island Motors, 
agreed that money was the root of 
the problem. 

The cost of motor bikes today was 
deterring parents from buying a bike 
for a teenager. 

But a bike which just two years ago 
might have cost $400 today could 
cost over $600. 

And parents were feeling the in¬ 
flationary pinch. 


Sills to Daru 

Seventh Day Adventist Pastor Ray 
Sills’ next posting has been changed 
to Daru, in, the Gulf District near 
the Fly River in Papua New Guinea. 

Mr. Sills will now take up the job 
of District Director at the big SDA 
mission in the area, instead of go¬ 
ing to Wewak. 

The family will leave Norfolk 
December 8, for a three-year tour 
of duty. 

In Baru. Mrs. Sills will be res¬ 
ponsible for the correjporHience 
schooling of tlie^thre’e boys, ll u .nine 
and four. " 

Pastor Laurie Gilmore and his wife 
are due in Norfolk mid-or late* Jan¬ 
uary to take over from the Sills. 

Mr. Gilmore will dedicate the new 
SDA Church in New Cascade Road. 


Five years ago. everybody rode bikes, 
Phil remembered, not just youngsters. 

"There were hundreds of bikes being 
used for transport" he said. 

Today, second-hand cars were so 
cheap, few people wanted to buy 
bikes. 

Jack Fitzpatrick, of Duncombe Bay 
Motors, went along with this. 

But the swing away from bikes was 
not going to last, he felt. 

Two years ago a flood of second¬ 
hand rental cars came on the market, 
and they were reasonably priced. 

But rental car operators were not 
changing over their vehicles so 
quickly today. 

Jack, who among other activities is 
the island's biggest bike dealer, was 
optimistic about the possibility of a 
swing back to motor bikes. 

"They’ve been a bit slack" he ad¬ 
mitted. 

"I think you'll find people go back 
to the bike when the surplus cars are 
gone" he predicted. 


No jobless here 

"WHILE WE DON’T keep a register 
of unemployment, “ Administrative 
Officer David Buffett said last week, 
"I'd say as a generalisation that no 
resident who wants to work, and is 
able to, is without a job. " 

Mr. Buffett says prospective em¬ 
ployers are required to advertise a 
job on the Island before they can 
be given permission for a person to 
come into the Island to fill the job. 

Applications for temporary entry 
permits continue to be processed, 
and the evidence indicates dial the 
unemployment figure among full¬ 
time residents continues at zero. 


Calculators 

CASIO POCKET calculators will be¬ 
come available on the Island in ab¬ 
out a week's time. 

They will be marketed by Dun¬ 
combe Bay Garage at Middlegate, 
and will be priced at levels con¬ 
sistent with Norfolk's tourist image 
as a place, for mainlanders to save 
-on "duty-free” goods. 

Lowest-priced in the range is the 
"Personal Mini”, with floating dec¬ 
imal and automatic constant, for 
$14. The 4-ounce "Pocket Mini" 
will sell for $22, and the "Memory 
8A", with an independent memory, 
percentage and square root keys, 
will be $25. 


gairnmzEaiann 

flights depart 
11.45an 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Friday 

Saturday 

to AUCKLAND 

where connecting 
flights are 
available 
to other N.Z. 
destinations 

and 

daily DC10 flights 
to Los Angeles 
with connections 
to London 

consult 

Bums 

Philp 

Travel 
at Burnt Pine 
gan new zeaiand 
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N.Z., AUST. HELPING 
TONGA ON LARGE SCALE 

NEW ZEALAND is spending upwards 
of $NZ5 million for aid to Tonga in 
a three-year program, according to 
Mr, David McDowell, Director of 
New Zealand’s external aid. 

More than 15 New Zealand aid pro¬ 
jects have been underway, including 
providing $65, 000 worth of text 
books for.schools. 

Australia is also contributing sub¬ 
stantially to Tonga, and this year 
has sent a range of heavy vehicles 
including a $65, 000 bulldozer that 
is being used to make roads in Ton¬ 
ga's outer islands. 


SAMOANS WARNED TO 
BOIL POLLUTED WATER 

SIX VILLAGES in the Eastern District 
of American Samoa have been found 
to have heavily contaminated water. 

They are Vailoatai, Mapusagafou, 
Aua, Lauli'i, Fagaitua and.Utumea. 
Public health officials have warned 


that all water used for domestic pur¬ 
poses in the villages should be boil¬ 
ed for at least 20 minutes to kill 
germs that cause gastro-intestinal 
diseases, according to the "Amer¬ 
ican Samoa News Bulletin." 

An official said the water sources 
in question were simple runoffs that 
were unfiltered and untreated. "They 
have probably been contaminated 
by stray pigs and possibly a few care¬ 


less people who mess things up for 
the rest of us," he said. 

He advised that water sources ought 
to be fenced off, and warning signs 
ought to be put up ’’at appropriate 
places". 

The same Department of Public 
Health report said that three beaches 
were also "heavily contaminated” - 
Aua, Leone and Avaio (or "Two Dol¬ 
lar") beaches. 

The pollution is bad enough so that 
people have been warned not to eat 
shellfish taken from those areas. 


EARTHQUAKES SHOOK 
PACIFIC LAST MONTH 

EARTHQUAKES WERE reported last 
month in New Caledonia, Tonga 
and American Samoa. 

Early in the month a heavy quake 
measuring nearly eight on the Rich¬ 
ter scale occurred in New Caledonia. 

It caused no damage, but Hawaii 
immediately put out an urgent 
"tidal, wave watch" alert. 

Hawaii does this following any Pac¬ 
ific-area earthquake because of the 
catastrophe at Hilo in the 1950s, 
when many people were killed by 
a massive tidal wave originating 
from an earthquake in the Pacific 
off South America.. 

In mid-October another earthquake 
was felt in Tutuila, Tonga. Accor¬ 
ding to reports the ground shook, 
glasses rattled, and dogs howled. 
However there was no real damage. 

Hawaii again went on "tidal wave 
watch" until officials were sure the 
danger had passed. 

A slight tremour was also felt in 
American Samoa two weeks later, 
although it was slight enough so that 
Hawaii paid no attention. 


PACIFIC ROUND 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you’re most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served'at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment: MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; WEDNESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
oniy $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and se*»ed by the Attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-colo-ured unifo>o»«.. 

Two requests, please: make takings befe<*t 
4.30 to assure a table, and atrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News,_P. O. Box >4. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they'close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Phtlp's store at Midd legate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer.hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the. Post Office. 

[f you want them (and many people 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

! Housie, Leagues Club 
; Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
j Film, Norfolk Hotel 
| TUESDAY 

Commandant's Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
i Film. Leagues Club 
I Darts, R. S. L. Club 
I WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm’bord, Valley View 
; N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
i Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R, S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on Weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6prr. 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is . 
$4.68, plus $1.1>6 for each minute VA" 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gil'an 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a weel- 
end telegram to Australia you’ll nee i 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturda 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


lr/1^ PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo-j 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 1.50 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpt x) 



• > •' 

PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer - 
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IT’S 


A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk 1 * legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY / 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT” 


nDrM 7 r»AVO 7 Qfl +« O (Except Sundays 'hen we get lazy and are open 
U» LN l UAYu l*OU clKi TO pm only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines.. .batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



'.ew-Priced Grog, bat 
Renenber Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop” is 
the Ad ministration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest ate 
(united bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
'-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
the airport, for departing 
. 'tellers only, and charges a bit 
T.her orices - worth the convenience 
vou want to ta'-e seme cheer 
lack borne with you. 


K Priority N.l. Seed 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
u.iiniy by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. Cue of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the N orfolk I sland Hospital. 

• 9~30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-?ri 
yUwlUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-lCam 

lentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

V1 sitingin-^i 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos- 
ital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
y or visit should make you wish there 
vere something you might do for the 
sland community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News,P.QBox94. 


' - Norfolk Inland News"-- Tourist. 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetiae 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also Vi 



Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip GidleyKing was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1866, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. * 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did sta” 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


Visitors tfelcoae at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Bamabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday SchooJ 10 a. m., services at 
llam and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
iSEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 



A BREAKTHROUGH 
FOR EXPERT SHORT 
WAVE LISTENERS 


Wadley Circuit 
Now Available 
As a Portable 

A NEW ERA is waiting for those of you 
who care seriously about international 
shott-wave broadcasts but don’t have 
the time or inclination to build a semi - 
professional receiving station. 

Barlow-Wadley of South Africa have 
adapted Dr. Wadley’s quartz-control¬ 
led circuits into portable radio format 
at a cost comparable with ordinary 
multi-band sets. 

The tuning accuracy of the new XCR- 
30 has to be experienced to be bel¬ 
ieved. Set a known frequency on the 
two-dial selector, switch the power on 
at the correct time, and there is your 
broadcast from London - or Lima, or 
Los Angeles or wherever, unless at¬ 
mospheric conditions are too adverse. 

A clue to the set's professionalism 
is the absence of any tone control 
knob. The XCR-30 singles out the 
centre slice of a broadcast frequency - 
and this razor-edge exactness delib¬ 
erately cuts out*the soft edges of 
sound that make your present radio 
easier for music listening. 

The XCR-30 won't take the place of 
your FM or even good-quality AM set 
for music. But if you're after inter¬ 
national communications reception, 
it is unique in the under-$200 class. 

The XCR-30 is a specialized high 
sensitivity, portable short wave re¬ 
ceiver designed to provide precision 
frequency tuning over the full short 
wave spectrum up to 30 MHz, with 
exceptional frequency stability for 
both amplitude modulated (A. M,) 
and single side-band (S. S. B.) trans- 
! missions. 

Logging facilities are provided by 
. log cards in a flip-up holder on the 
I set, on which can be logged ident- 
1 ities, frequencies, time of day and 
time of year for instance, of stations 
which are of particular interest. On 
account of the high setting accuracy 
of the set, it will enable the listener 
to return to a previously heard trans¬ 
mission with the certainty of hearing 
it if the conditions are suitable. 

A multiple heterodyne circuit is in¬ 
corporated wherein the harmonics of 
_ a 1 MHz quartz crystal control the 



available only from 

Hibifcut 
Radio Service 

ELECTRONIC SPECIALIST 
across from Rawson Hall 






Foxy s 




It was interesting and heartening to 
read submissions to the Royal Com¬ 
mission by Hawker Dehavilland and 
Ansett on the proposal to use the 
quiet STOL Dash 7 on the Norfolk 
Island route. 

It is important in this stage of Nor¬ 
folk! progress, to consider an air 
service which is compatable with 
existing filues; and to ' i 

these values and if po$sih|piipj|>- f 
prove dfem. 

These values in the context of air¬ 
port upgrading could be listed as 
scenic, historical, zoological, (bird 
life) and peace and quiet. The op¬ 
eration'of the Dash 7 would be com¬ 
patable with these values. 

I consider the Philosophy of air¬ 
line operation that East-West have 
presented in terms of economics; 
type of aircraft and tourist mem¬ 
bers, type of visitor and length of 
stay - is not correct in the Norfolk 
Island situation. It is the Island 
character and uniqueness and its 
values which bring people here, not 
a sophisticated airline operation, if 
we can call pure jet operation such. 
JOHN ANDERSON 


EDITORIAL 


CREDIT AND THANKS to the Australian Government for its out-in-the-open 
environmental procedures as they are being applied to Norfolk's airport. 

When the Department of the Capital Territory's compulsory "Environ¬ 
mental Impact Statement” was released nearly six months ago, plans for our 
future air service seemed to be confined to only one possibility -- that Qantas 
would continue serving the Island, using Boeing 707 jets (probably) after a five 
million dollar expansion program at the airport. 

Because the paining has been set out for public consideration, at least 
two other alternatives, with a tremendous amount to recommend them from 
Norfolk Island’s point of view, have been brought forward. East-West Airlines 
says much smaller F-28 jets could do the job. Now Hawker deHaviland says its 
forthcoming Dash-7 turboprop could be ready in time. 

The Dash-7 will be one of the first of the "Short Take-Off and Landing" 
airliners that have been talked about for years. The F-28 jet ■would require 
perhaps $2, 000, 000 of airport expansion, and would be noisier than the DC4s 
--but a big improvement as compared with 707 jets. But the Dash-7 would 
require no airport additions at all, and would actually be quieter than the DC4s. 
It could be available in 1978, which is not many months after the earliest date 
the airport could be ready to handle big jets. 

Smaller planes mean a cleaner, quieter and less exploited Norfolk Island. 
They also mean more frequent service, which is good for everybody. Let's see 
that we get them, rather than 120-passenger ear-busters, if we possibly can. 


I 
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"ON ACCOUNT DIS HEAH JOB DONE BEEN DEREUCTED AN JAZZED AROUN BY DE GUMMINT OB AUSTRALIA, 
I GWINE UN-PROPRIATE IT. NOW FUST, DIS AIN'T DE 'ADMIN' NO MORE. IT NOW DE 'AMIN.' NEX, YOU 
, GIMME DE KEYS TO GUMMINT HOUSE QUICK, ELSE YOU AIN’T GWINE BE POTTS, YOU BE IN DE POTS. " 







Business 


FRIUAY EXCHANGE RATES 

14/11/75 


A$1 bought - 

UK 

NZ 

FRANCE 

H/KONG 

JAPAN 

N'LANDS 

SWITZ'D 

W. GERMANY 

FUI 

USA 

NOUMEA 
NEW GUINEA 


£E . 6144 

$NZ 1.1999 

F.Fr 5.525 

HK$ 6.337 

YEN 379.99 

F 3.321 

S.Fr. 3.329 

Dm. 3.245 

F$ 1.0698 

US$ 1.2628 


CP. Fr. 100.18 
PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 

-'No. 52 13/11/75 ” 

SGT. HARRISON made gaoler and 
Sgt. Hinks terminated from 11/11, 
ROYAL COMMISSION transcripts 
won’t be promptly available this 
sitting. Copies of Dept. Cap. Ter¬ 
ritory submission available at Admin. 
NEW STAMPS will commemorate St. 
Barnabas Chapel Centenary. 30^ & 

60 <t, first day next Monday, covers 
$1.05. 

TENDERS AGAIN invited for vehicle 
shelter at Works Depot, deadline end 
of this Thursday. 

PETTY SESSIONS sits tomorrow 10am. 
TYPIST, preferably steno, wanted to 
do Council minutes. A few busy and 
demanding days each month. 

SAND now $1 per cubic metre plus 
$3 refill charge; written authority 
and payment receipt must be given 
to pit superintendent before removal. 
WAGGA WAGGA postal vote forms 
available at Admin for 6/12 by-el¬ 
ection. 

TO BE STRUCK OFF; Corporate Un¬ 
derwriting Trusts Ltd. 

STRUCK OFF; Custom Credit Corp. 
of NI, Rutherglen and Stanley Hold¬ 
ings, all Ltd. 


Flights This Week 




ommerce 


"NOT A PENNY TO SPEND" WHEN HOTEL NORFOLK WAS 
BOUGHT; BUT NEAR $1M IN NOW, ANO MORE AICAD 


LIKE A TROPICAL garden, the Hotel 
Norfolk keeps growing and getting more 
settled year after year. 

It's the highly personal creation of Mrs. 
Arthur Mawson, who owns it. 

With a lot of advice and help from 
Mr. Mawson, who at 75 is still one of 
Australia's most energetic entrepren¬ 
eurs, she has gradually been develop¬ 
ing the hotel's five-acre site off Queen 
Elizabeth Avenue. 

When she bought the Norfolk in the 
late 1960's it was a comfortable guest 
house, serving boarding-house-style 
meals. 

"Not a penny to spend, " the pre¬ 
vious owner said. 

But Mrs. Mawson has now invested 
close to $1 million in the hotel and 
grounds, and the property is nowhere 
^near fully developed. 

In 1970 a large new dining room and 
new kitchen were completed, along 
with a new wing of 12 rooms. 

About 18 months later a new two- 
storey wing was built, adding an¬ 
other 15 rooms. 

In 1973 a further new wing was 
built toward the back of the prop¬ 
erty, containing ten rooms. At the 
time, approval was given for 20 
rooms, and the extra ten may get 
started soon. 

As new wings were added, they con¬ 
formed to a plan developed by for¬ 
mer Newcastle town planner Frank 
Stone. He proposed changing the 
orientation from one wing to the next, 
rather than keeping them all squared 
up. 

This has created small triangular 
garden spaces that have been plant¬ 
ed with lush tropical plants. 

The hotel now has over 50 units 
plus staff quarters, a swimming 
pool, greatly expanded lounge areas, 
a "departure lounge” to provide some 
relaxing and luggage-resting space 
for guests who have checked out, 
hotel workshops where metalworking 
and woodworking jobs are handled, 
increased water and sewerage fac¬ 
ilities, and an assortment of other 
improvements. 

The sewerage treatment plant in¬ 
cludes a British system installed five 
years ago, and a D. McL. Wallace 
. system from New Zealand, installed 
about two years ago. The Wallace 
systems have been well accepted on 


Norfolk and are in use at the South 
Pacific and are being installed at 
the Hillcrest, under construction be¬ 
hind Nimpex. 

At the moment a new entry drive 
is nearing completion — a concrete 
viaduct leading through a wooded 
glade. Along with it will go an ad¬ 
ditional 25, 000-gallon fresh water 
tank. ' , 

Will the place ever get finished? 

"I suppose it will go on and on, " says 
Mrs. Mawson. "On Norfolk you shoul¬ 
dn't rush things. You have to take 
things as they come, and let things 
take their own Jime. " 

Although she was the licensee of 
hotels in Australia for 20 years, she 
doesn't believe in intruding on the 
Norfolk manager's freedom to oper¬ 
ate the hotel as he thinks he should. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Daniel, who man¬ 
age it, have been here going on 18 
months and like it. 

They were previously at the Pacific 
Hotel, at Manly. 

Mrs. Mawson is greatly re-assured 
by the tourist trend on Norfolk. "This 
time of year was always one of our 
slack months, but I'm. astounded at 
the way things are going," she says. 

"Maybe something has happened with 
Fiji," she says. "Places swing around 
a lot, with the effect of publicity and 
other things. ” 

But she has good reason to hope that 
Norfolk won't swing too much the 
wrong way. 

"Every penny I make is spent back 
on this Island, ’’ she says. 


AIR CARGO FLOWING 
—N.Z. STILL LEADS 

AIR CARGO arrived in good quant¬ 
ities through last week, and with 
aircraft seats not fully booked out, 
should continue to be efficient for 
a few weeks. 

Qantas brought in 2 93Kg on the 
9th, 210Kg on the 12th and 200Kg 
on the 14th. 

Air New Zealand brought in 438Kg 
on the 10*, 208Kg on the 12th and 
316Kg on the 14th - - maintaining 
the F-27s' recent record of uplifting 
more cargo from New Zealand than 
the DC-4s are bringing in from Aus¬ 
tralia. 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEW: 


RADIO NORFOLK - NOVEMBER 10-16 _ 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 World J 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local; 1. World S Local 


MONDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

'9 .15 Music Round¬ 
about 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Petula (Part 4) 

10.45 Morn, serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11. 30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 
TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 I'm Sorry I'll Read 
That Again (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Vanity Fair 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 

12.20 All That Jazz 

1, 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Intern’l Call 

I. 00 News 
THU RSDAY 

7766 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Mag. (Pat) 

9.30 Eric Cook & 

Guests 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Inspector West 
10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 

1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Frank Muir (Beryl) 
10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11. 30 Insight 

12. 00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. CO World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 
4. 00 Music 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children’s story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8. 00 Don Juan (19) 

8.15 Play: The Shoe¬ 
maker's Holiday 

8.45 Music 



"Making dead wood more bless'd than 
living lips. " 

Shakespeare - Sonnet 128 on his mis¬ 
tress's playing of the virginals. 

Modern early music concerts are 
often an attempt to roughly liven up 
a dessicated corpse rather than rec¬ 
reate a bloom on the pale cheek of 
the living. One of Europe's most 
brilliant "golden ages” encompassed 
the period from the def eat of the 
Spanish Armada to the death of James 
1. The music of Byrd, Gibbons and 
Dowland reflected the Elizabethan’s 
musical, theatrical, self-confident 
and passionately melancholic nat¬ 
ure. The queen herself performed 
at the virginals and any young man 
unable to take his part in madrigals 
or instrumental p erformance was 
openly ridiculed. 

I recently attended a concert cel¬ 
ebrating the 350th. anniversary of 
the death of Orlando Gibbons. In 
1619 he was virginalist to James 1 
and in 1623 was appointed organist 
to Westminster Abbey. He wrote for 
the Anglican Service - the concert 


included the line 8-part anthem "O 
clap your hands’. Music for the viol 
consort was immensely popular in- 
Tudor England. His viol fantasies 
were performed by the Faye Consort 
which failed to adequately comm¬ 
unicate the outstanding nature of 
this English instrumental music. Gib¬ 
bons requires an intimate setting or 
an ample cathedral that can clasp 
the soaring chonal echoes. It is ut¬ 
terly unsuited to the perfect acous¬ 
tic of Scandanavian design that too 
efficiently absorbs the colours of 
brass and vocal sound that should mix 
in a rich interplay of shadow and 
light in the ear's eye. 

My reactions were similar at an¬ 
other intriguing concert (Queen’s Hall 
Oct. 27) entitled: "A FLORENTINE 
CELEBRATION. A representation in 
music, words and pictures of the cer¬ 
emonial entertainments for a Medici 
wedding (1539)". The nodding lut- 
enists tuned for 15 minutes to per¬ 
form a work lasting 1^ (fine when it 
arrived) and the 'drum and sackbut 
operators’ (not more) performed with 
accurate indifference like dressed 
evening clocks. I abruptly quit the 
hall when 35mm slides of Florence 
and domestic masterpieces were pro¬ 
jected onto a movie screen hovering 
above the harpsichord in a disast- 
erous attempt to create atmosphere. 
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Norfolk 


There’s always something interest¬ 
ing on the stove at Lorraine Kllboume'f 
home. 

One is aware of delicious aromas 
exuding from her kitchen halfway up 
the long driveway of their home off 
New Cascade Road. 

"Tuck" Kilboume, a carpenter, has 
practically rebuilt their spacious, com¬ 
fortable home himself. 

Attractive Lorraine, bom on Norfolk 
also lived in Melbourne and Sydney 
,before coming back here eight years 
ago. She loves cooking and especially 
enjoys experimenting. In last years' 

A & H show, she broke a Norfolk 
record by winning five first prizes. 

She loves the relaxed life on Nor¬ 
folk and is a very busy lady with 
two sons. Russell, 14 and Jonathan, 

3 and many relatives she enjoys 
visiting. She finds she's too busy 
now for fishing and tennis, which 
she used to love. 

"There aren’t enough hours in the 
day. " says Lorraine. That certainly 
is a universal feeling for all who 
love Norfolk. 

Lorraine hu given us some ex¬ 
cellent recipes. The first an un¬ 
usual batter for frying fish. The 
next a Tuna Rice Pie. We have 
more to share with you later. 

Batter for frying fish . 

This recipe is for four fillets. 

2 eggs 

1 teaspoon Parmesan cheese 

2 teaspoon powdered mixed mus¬ 
tard 

4 tablespoons chives 
mix together. Dip fillets in flour 
first and then In batter. Fry. 

Tuna Rice Pie 

2 cups cooked rice 
le gg 

2 teaspoons Keen’sCurry Powder 
2oz. melted butter 
1 medium tin tuna 

1 tomato peeled and chopped 
salt& pepper 

squeeze of lemon juice 

2 tablespoons chopped parsley 
2 eggs 

1 eup milk 

1 teaspoon anchovv sauce 
Combine rice, egg, curry and butter 
and place into the base and sides of 
greased 10" pie plate. Flake tuna 
and combine with remaining ingred¬ 
ients. Carefully spoon into crust and 
bake in moderate oven for 40-45 
minutes, (until set). 
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• In a climate such as Norfolk’s, we 
need to neat roses very much dif¬ 
ferently to cold climates, where 
they have a nest period in winter 
and are then pruned hard ready for 
spring growth. Roses are one of the 
loveliest flowers, having both 
beauty of form and fragrance, ran¬ 
ging from tiny Ceclle Bruner but¬ 
ton-hole type to many petaled cab¬ 
bage or Byce Rose. 

General rule to follow is "prune 
as you cut the blooms", always 
leaving approximately 1 inch above 
the forming bud, as there is very 
often some die-back above the bud. 

I have found that if one plants an 
annual grown cover In the rose bed, 
Phlox, petunias and marigold are 
good; use dwarf type Marie-gold 
such as T agete, this keeps the 
ground cool and also keeps small 
weeds under control. 

Rose growers In France, say mar¬ 
igolds help keep menatodes away 
from rose roots. Use a rose dust 
or spray for black spot, use at reg¬ 
ular intervals. Use lime sulphur , 
at 1 to 20 of water, best if brushed 
on the infected parts, if showing 
signs of fungus or moss, this shows 
first on the old wood. Water roses 
as much as one can with what 
water you can spare, but I do not 
favour using washing water, ex¬ 
cept in extreme dry conditions. 

Should Aphids, attack roses, use 
Derris Dust or similar dust, early 
morning while the foliage is damp. 

If anyone is wondering what to do 
with all their roses after all the 
above advice what about the fol¬ 
lowing recipe; 

Rose Petal Jam. 

50 rotes, dark red are best. 2 pints 
of rain water, 31b* sugar, juice of 
lemon, loz butter. 

Boil sugar and water undl stars to 
candy a little, add rose petals and 
lemon juice, stir until jam bolls, 
then add butter to clear scum, 
simmer for 1 hour, cool and put 
into jars. A very old English rec¬ 
ipe. 

November 1975 


LIVING 


REFLECTIONS ON THE FRENCH REV¬ 
OLUTION. by Edmund Burke. 

Though this book was written in the 
early seventeen-nineties it is just as 
topical today as it was when first 
written. At the time Burke was co¬ 
leader with Fox of the Whigs, who 
seemed to be in perpetual opposition 
as Piy and the Tories had been in 
power since 1784 and in fact were to 
be so till 1806, many years after 
Burke's death. In*fact it was their 
differing views on the French Rev¬ 
olution that caused the ultimate rift 
between Fox and Burke and led to 
the fragmentation of the Whig party 
and their continued exclusion from 
office. Let's have three cheers for 
Cardinal Mannix and Mr. Santamarla. 

The book hinges on the legality and 
the advisability of the leaders of a 
people to be dismissed from office. 
Both Louis XVI and Mr. Whitlam 
tried to be absolute rulers; the former 
because his family had always been 
absolute rulers and the latter bec¬ 
ause his helpers were either incom¬ 
petent or dishonest or both, as die 
scandals over a multitude of pac- 
adllloes have recently made plain 
in the press. Both were deposed by 
basically honest men acting from 
disinterested motives, 'and I’m sure 
that Sir John Kerr is every bit as 
much a sea-green incorruptable as 
Robes pi ewe ever was. 

The faults of the two men were an 
identical hubris, similar to Mahamad 
All's, but the latter is a success 
where the previous two have failed. 
The difference between the two is 
one of dignity, whereas Louis went 
to the guillotine with composure 
and decorum. Mr. Whitlam in¬ 
dulged in splenetic rbetoric«on the 
steps of Govemmenttiouse. The 
judgment; of history will forget the 
composure of neither. 

Mr. Whitlam was forever quoting 
historical precedent, and it is all 
the more surprising that he forgot 
the arch-example of a man whose 
government refused to vote him 
money to rule. 

Charles the First, when denied 
money, ran die country without 
parliament or a budget from 1625 
dll 1642; but when forced to finally 
call elections lost his cool in a 
civil war and his head seven yean 
later. 

Henry Smith. 




November eight years ago Pat An¬ 
derson and Anne Connolly invited a 
group of young women to meet one 
afternoon at the house of Jenny Davis, 
the then Doctor's wife, in Quality 
Row. Pat and Anne felt at that time 
there was insufficient social contact 
for young wives and mothers, quite 
a few of whom had only just come to 
live on Norfolk. 

At this meeting the Young Wives & 
Mothers Club was formed with Pat 
Anderson as its first President, Carol 
Yager - secretary and Anne Snell as 
Treasurer. The main aim of the club 
it was decided would be a social one 
where young wives and mothers could 
get to know one another. The club 
Would support the maternity section 
of the hospital as much as possible 
and would work towards establishing 
a playcentre for pre-schoolers. Be¬ 
cause homes were so isolated then 
many young children didn't have the 
benefit of learning to play and share 
with others their own age. The play- 
centre was commenced about 12 
months later under the supervision of 
Prim McCowan and its first home 
was in the Lions Club. After a some¬ 
what shaky beginning the Playcentre 
is now a firmly established comm¬ 
unity service solely operated and 
financed by The Club which pays the 
wages of a Supervisor and Assistant 
Supervisor who run the Playcentre 
five mornings a week with the as¬ 
sistance of a voluntary mother helper. 

At the beginning of second term 
this year it was found necessary to 
split the children into two groups: 

3-4 year olds on Tuesdays and Thur¬ 
sdays; 4-5 year olds Mondays, Wed¬ 
nesdays and Fridays. This has proved 
most successful. 

Another community service finan¬ 
ced and organized by the Club is the 
Baby Health Clinic. 

The Clinic is staffed with a triple- 
certificated sister, the first being 
Mrs. Geraldine Divon. When Ger¬ 
aldine left the Island, Mrs. Pam Ad¬ 
ams was appointed. 

This service is a tremendous help 
to mothers with new babies. In Pam's 
report presented at the recent A.G.M. 
of the Club she said a total of over 
400 visits had been made by mothers 
to the Clinic in the last twelve months. 
Pam also voluntarily conducts post 
and ante-natal classes. 

The Club meets socially on the sec¬ 
ond Thursday in each month. Since 
its inception the constitution has been 


changed aqd the word "Youijg^ dropped. 
Any gif -- young, old; mkrried,single - 
can now become a member and join 
in the fun. The activities are varied - 
demonstrations, film nights, quizzes; 
Treasure hunts, musical evenings - 
something to interest everyone. 

For the last five years, members have 
been busily raising funds to build their 
own Playcentre and clubrooms. They 
now have a healthy bank balance of 
just over $11, 000. 

Jan Christian, after a two-year term 
in the "hot seat" has handed over the 
reins, to Anne Snell at the 8th Gen¬ 
eral Annual Meeting last Thursday even¬ 
ing. Vice-President is Dianne Buffett; 
Secretary - Shelly Buffett assisted by 
Lorraine Williams. Dianne Menghetti 
has the job of balancing the books 


and collecting the money. 

Committee members include: 
Kathy Le Cren, Jan Peeves, Pat 
Anderson and Wendy McGuiness. > 
It’s beaut to see Pat and Kathy on' 
the Committee again. They're 
both held executive positions in the 
past. 

Perhaps at the end of the next 
twelve months the beginnings of the 
Playcentre might be in evidence : 
on the section of land allocated to 
the Club. 

Pat and Anne's idea was certainly 
a great one -- the Club has really 
flourished and has provided an in¬ 
terest outside the, home for many 
wives and moihers. , 


iOlhers. 


MINI-ADS CLOSE H*3°MriJP MU4n-UrJe>M PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE 
SATURDAY MORNINGS NLTO HlnlAQS MILK BAR, JENSENS,AMY'S 

Want to bay 

WASHING MACHINE in good con¬ 
dition. Please contact Ross Wilt¬ 
shire. 

Quick photo service 

Black and white or colour in 7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines. _ ___ 

iclnt)T8S Solicitors 

Has three vacancies - Secretaries 
(2). These are senior positions re¬ 
quiring competent and experienced 
stenographers with an aptitude for ► 

figure typing. Also Book-keeping 
machine operator. This position 
requires a person experienced in 
ledger machining and preferably 
with experience in an accountant’s 
office or a commercial office or 
similar. Applications should be in 
writing addressed care Box 92, P.O., 
Norfolk Island. 

Visiting technician? ; 

If you are able to tune and repair j 
IBM Executives, Gestetner duplica- 1 
tors or manual typewriters, equip- j 
ment at The News will welcome j 
some attention. We have some tools. 


MyeeTimtsd 

fls interested in employing a junior 
j typist/receptionist with ambition to 
train as a secretary. Apply C/. Box 
; 92, P.O., Norfolk Island. 

'W NEWS 

Published Monday morning at the 
; News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, 

| South Pacific. 

! Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 

Editorial Contributors this issue: 

1 Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Lorraine 
i Kilbourn , Baker McCoy, Michael 
Moran, Butch Quintal, Henry Smith, 
VL2N1 staff. 

Type, Debby Dale. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 

Kyee Lisited 

2 positions are available as secret¬ 
aries to the principals of the firm. 
Applicants should be competent, 
mature and preferably have had ex¬ 
perience in a legal office. Appli¬ 
cations should be in writing addres¬ 
sed “Legal Secretary”, P.O. Box 

92, Norfolk Island. 

Pacific E&p 

A few copies left of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing vast 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil¬ 
lip. Mail $1 to 3in 21, Box 94, N.I. 
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‘dars Norfolk' 


IS NORFOLK a "separate and distinct 
settlement"? 

Was it given to the Pitcairners by 
Queen Victoria? 

It appears that the true facts may be 
past the reach of modern historians, 
and that the answers will have to be 
a matter of judgment -- a matter to 
be decided, probably by Australia. 

In arriving at such a judgment* 
Australia will no doubt take serious 
note of what the experts in its Attor¬ 
ney-General's Department say. 

For that reason, one of the "Exhib¬ 
its" in the Royal Commission pro¬ 
ceedings is especially important. 

It is the official opinion of the At¬ 
torney-General's Department. 

In the Department's legal opinion, 
NorfaHfcis.definiiely a territory coming 
under Australia's sovereignty. 

More than tha*^ Norfolk Island "in¬ 
deed, is a part of tfie Commonwealth 
of Australia. “ 

That is the summarised opinion of 
the Australian Attorney-General's 
Department as delivered to the Royal 
Commission in Canberra. 

The opinion, according to the Sec¬ 
retary of the Department, Mr. C. W. 
Harders, holds any way the question 
is looked at. 

It applies from the point of view of 
Australia's constitutional law; from 
Australia's right to provide for the 
government of the territory in place 
of the executive and legislative au¬ 
thorities of Britain; or from the stand¬ 
point of general international law. 

Mr. Harders quoted extensively in 
his submission from the judgment: • 
delivered by Sir Richard Eggleston in 
the case Newbery v. The Queen, 

1965, for a brief history of Norfolk. 

Norfolk was first administered from 
van Dieman’s Land, then in 1855 the 
Australian Waste Lands Act separated 
Norfolk from what is now Tasmania. 


In 185t> an Order in Council provided 
that the Governor of the Colony of 
New South Wales also be the Gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk, with "full power 
and authority to make laws". 

In 1897 another Order in Council 
modified this slightly, so that Nor¬ 
folk was administered by the Gov¬ 
ernor of the Colony of New South 
Wales as such. 

Then three years later the Com¬ 
monwealth Constitution Act was 
passed, .to federate Australia next 
year, 1901. 

An Order in Council was passed later 
in 1900, this time to pass authority to 
the Governor of the State of New South 
Wales. 

The Constitution Act provided for 
Australia to rule any territory handed 
over by Britian. 

In 1913 Australia's Norfolk Island 
Act accepted Norfolk as a territory of 
Australia. 

And in 1914 the Order in Council of 
1900 was revoked, officially plac¬ 
ing Norfolk under Australian rule. 

This Norfolk Island Act of 1913 was 
in turn repealed by the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Act of 1957, without effecting 
the validity of the earlier act. 

All this meant, Mr. Harders told 
the Commission, that Norfolk came 
under Australian rule of law. 

Some Australian powers might op¬ 
erate differently in territories com¬ 
pared with states, but the territor¬ 
ies were nonetheless parts of the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. Harders also took a brief look 
at the future of Norfolk, in constit¬ 
utional terms. 

Australian Parliament had the pow¬ 
er not only to govern any accepted 
territory, he noted, but to grant it 
representation if Parliament felt in¬ 
clined. 

This derives from section 122 of 


the Australian Constitution. 

Parliament could, under this sec¬ 
tion, amalgamate Norfolk with any 
other Australian Territory -- or for 
that matter with all other territories. 

They would in the latter case be 
one political unit. 

Under such an amalgamation, Aus¬ 
tralian laws need not necessarily 
apply. 

And, in such a case, Norfolk could 
have its own laws not applying in 
Australia. 

Mr. Harders looked at section 121 
of the Australian constitution to find 
that Australian parliament could 
even make Norfolk a new State. 

Or the island could be made part 
of an existing State - - provided that 
the State agreed -- under section 123. 

And Mr. Harders disposed of obser¬ 
vations that distinctions might be 
made constitutionally between the 
mainland and territories, and bet¬ 
ween territories that originally for¬ 
med part of a state, and those that 
did not. 

These observations had never cry¬ 
stallised into a settled doctrine, he 
said, and the clear trend of recent 
high Court decisions denied any 
such distinctions. 

* 

It would of course be surprising if 
the Attorney-General's Department 
believed that Norfolk was anything 
but a Territory, because that's what 
Australia has acted on, for many 
years. 

But "a part of the Commonwealth 
of Australia"? That's a new idea, 
different from what is shown in the 
Official Commonwealth Yearbooks 
for many years. 

What are we? It will probably be 
decided before long. 
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STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20«s 
To New Zealand 40<t - 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt P 



.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—.-. 1 - 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address pant l. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted lin- 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 








latest tourist 
information 
and road map 
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How 

good 

is 

our 

school 

9 

■ 

Aust. 

doesn’t 

know! 


A RINGING TRIBUTE to the Notfolk 
Island Central School -- and a com¬ 
pletely courteous but devastating at¬ 
tack on the Australian Department of 
Education's submission to the Royal 
Commission - - were delivered by vol¬ 
unteer tutor Brian Nunn at the Com¬ 
mission hearings Thursday. 

Because Mr. Nunn's submission on 
the school, in reply to Mr. Hood's 
comments, is of universal import¬ 
ance to the island, we are pleased to 
print it in full starting on page seven. 

Burnt Pine burnt up 
by midnight burns 

A DOZEN COMPLAINTS were re¬ 
ceived by Norfolk Island Police last 
week about cars speeding through 
Burnt Pine in the early hours of the 
morning, screeching tyres and rev¬ 
ving engines and slewing from side 
to side. 

Sergeant Peter Harrison says a 
white car, a yellow car and a gray 
station sedan have been reported. 

He says that if residents will in¬ 
form Police of the cars’ registration 
numbers, the reports will remain 
confidential and appropriate action 
will be taken. 


Mystery document 

A HANDWRITTEN, yellowing, ten- 
page document produced at the Roy¬ 
al Commission purports to give the 
true story of the handing over of Nor¬ 
folk to the Pitcairners. 

Tourist Operator Marie Bailey found 
it in her father’s possessions, and sub¬ 
mitted it to the Commission through 
Mr. Neil H. McIntyre. 

Mr. McIntyre said every effort was 
being made to get corroborative ev¬ 
idence, throu^i Pitcairn Island res¬ 
idents today and others. 

For the text of the mystery document, 
turn to 'dars Norfolk’, page 19. 


Commission evidence: 

NORFOLK IS PITCAIRNERS’ 


THE PITCAIRN community on Nor¬ 
folk is not decreasing in importance, 
as claimed by Mr. Lou Engledow of 
the Department of the Capital Terr¬ 
itory -- it is still a major group that 
has the right to decide what it wants 
for the Island. 

Mr. Peter Custance told the Royal 
Commission last week that he had 
analysed a list of the 996 adults liv¬ 
ing on the Island, prepared by Mr. 
David Buffett, and Mr. Engledow's 
assumptions about waning Pitcairn 
dominance were incorrect. 

(Mr. Buffett emphasises that the 
"list of persons" he prepared for the 
Royal Commission was drawn from 


various sources, including individu¬ 
als' belief and judgment. It should 
not be taken as a 100% official set 
of data. In the News's view it is none¬ 
theless the most reliable list com- 
(turn to page 6, please) 

P.O. STOPPED 

A NEW POST OFFICE and Customs 
office have been postponed until the 
1976/17 financial year as a result of 
Council deliberations last week. 

Council considered revised 1975/76 
estimates, approved them and sent 
them on to Canberra for review by 
the Minister. 


-Don’t Miss: 


AIRLINE OFFERS FREE SHARES - P. 3 
TAA WANTS NORFOLK RUN - P. 3 
NEW DRUG CASE - P. 3 
MAJOR TOURIST REPORT - P. 5 
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BUSINESS, AIR SCHED. - P. 14 
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“The Earth-Orbiter” 

Deluxe 8-band portable receiver 
Now the whole world is in your hands! 


Hear the news directly from where it's happening. Tune 
in on exotic music from the farthest corners of the globe. Eaves¬ 
drop on "ham" radio or communications—in code or voice. On 
the sea, get accurate information about weather or shipping with 
marine band. And enjoy superb FM music and MW or LW pro¬ 
grams. The "Earth-Orbiter" will be an excellent companion for 
correspondents, diplomats, yachtsmen, explorers, hunters, campers 
or armchair adventurers. Many convenient controls and devices 
ensure fine reception. And precision SONY solid state circuitry, 
backed up by highly advanced engineering, assures great stability 
and reliability. 

Research Makes the Difference 







6IVE US EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS AND BECOME A MAJOR Thanksgiving Message 

SHAREHOLDER FREE, Nl AIRLINES URGES COUNCIL FROM DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES has of¬ 
fered to give the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil a free shareholding in the airline 
in return for exclusive rights to pro¬ 
vide the Island’s air service to Aust¬ 
ralia and New Zealand. 

Mr. Graham Hitchins, NIA’s fin¬ 
ancial advisor and a substantial share¬ 
holder, told the Royal Commission 
he believed the Council should have 
a large interest in the airline, but 
not own it outri^it. 

He said NIA could start operating 
with a leased F-28 jet within one 
month's notice, and would buy its 
own F -28 for delivery in February, 
1977, if it were authorised to take 
over the air services. 

Carrying 40 passengers a flight, the 
airline should earn between $3, 000 
and $5, 000 each flight, he said. Even 
if only 27 passengers were carried, a 
flight would break even, he added. 

Mr. Hitchins said he would provide 
a fully detailed budget of the proposed 
operation for confidential considerat¬ 
ion by the Commission. 

Fly TAA, the 
8171.40 way 

AUSTRALIA'S TAA would like to 
take over the Sydney Norfolk air 
service if the airport can be upgrad¬ 
ed for larger jets. 

General Manager Lyn McKenzie 
has written to the Royal Commission 
faying that TAA would like to fly 
Boeing 727-76 jets carrying up to 
108 passengers and 2040Kg of cargo. 

To carry 15, 000 Australians to and 
—' " from Norfolk in a 

i oin year, they would o- 

* e , perate at least three 

‘ flights a week, with 

a. an added flight du- 

o ring February, March, 

May and December, 
and two added flights 
a week in January. 

Mr, McKenzie said 
on present figuring, 

TAA could economi- 
cally operate the ser- 
vice with an economy 
— " « ^return fare of $171.40. 

He said that while there is "a con¬ 
siderable body of opinion" that bel¬ 
ieves jets are undesirable, TAA bel¬ 
ieved the maintenance and expansion 
of the Island's tourism required the 
same standard of air service as is 
found "in other parts of Australia". 


In his testimony Mr. Hitchins said 
headwinds on the Sydney run were mqch 
higher than indicated in previous rep¬ 
orts, and have ranged up to 2 OOmph. 

He said that in a headwind stronger 
than 50 knots the Fokker F-27 could 
not fly to Sydney within internation¬ 
ally approved safety limits. 

THE AIRLINE will make its next 
charter flight to New Caledonia 
next Friday, November 28, Mr 
Hitchins said. 

Any club or affinity group could 
organise a trip to New Caledonia 
if 12 members'wanted to go. 


A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 
FROM DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 
CHARLES I. BUFFETT, M.B.E. 

We have a lot to be thankful for. 
Our economy is in good and bou- 
yant shape. 

We have no political crisis, and we 
may have a brighter Christmas than 
our cousins in Australia. 

We are fortunate to be here. We're 
getting along all right on what we 
r-aise, and we’ve got our good land -- 
and our land, and what it produces, 
is what Thanksgiving is all about. 

I wish everyone well on the holiday, 
and I feel it is quite a thing that we 
live in a place where everyone real¬ 
ly cares about Norfolk Island. 


Nine grains of smuggled marijuana costs 
21-year-old kitchen hand $1000 fine 


A $1, 000 FINE was levied on a 21- 
year-old man for possession of can- 
abis at Court of Petty Sessions last 
Tuesday. 

He was reported to have brought 60 
grams of the drug concealed in his 
underclothes when he arrived on Nor¬ 
folk three weeks ago to take up em¬ 
ployment as a kitchen hand. 

When arrested on Monday by Sgt. 
Peter Harrison he was found to have 
smoked all but about nine grams. 

Magistrates Brenda Reed, Ken Nobbs 
and Jimmy Olsson required him to 
pay $50 at once and the remaining 
$950 within two months. 

They also heard an application 
from a young man previously con¬ 
victed of a drug charge for an exten¬ 
sion of time to. pay his fine of $500. 
He was told to endeavour to pay it 
by November 28, and if he could not, 
to file notice and appear in court ag¬ 
ain December 2. 

Yet another drug case was adjourned 


to be heard after December. 

The court ordered fines of $2 0 each 
on an 18-year-old and a man of about 
40 for speeding. 

Two debt matters were heard: a man 
was ordered to pay $35 for a cylinder 
of gas, plus $10 costs, and another 
man ordered to pay $21.20 for shoes, 
plus $25 of costs. 


Council up again 

NORFOLK ISLAND Council will pre¬ 
sent its further submission to the 
Royal Commission this morning. 

Chairman of Committees Richard 
Bataille will deliver the submission 
on behalf of Council. > 

The submission was passed by Coun¬ 
cil and sent to the Commission for 
study last week. 

It includes replies to questions 
raised by Commission Solicitor Brian 
Crommelin 


Governor-General for Norfolk Welfare State 


I Norfolk Island should be "a welfare 
■ state” in the opinion of Mr. Paul 
Startin-Field, former Chief Magis¬ 
trate. 

In a detailed submission to the Roy- 
. al Commission he outlined a form of 
government in which Norfolk would 
be a sovereign state under the Queen. 
He proposed an 18-20 member Assem¬ 
bly, a resident Governor-General, a 
Speaker, Premier, Cabinet and Clerk. 

Old-age pensions of at least $25 a 
week should be available without a 
means test, tertiary education should 
be available free, and medical and 


hospital care should also be free. | 
He felt the costs of operating Nor¬ 
folk under such a system could be met 
without local income taxes, by using 
a "Bahamas system" of taxing money, 
lowing through the Island. 

Australia had a duty to help main¬ 
tain Norfolk, he believed, because 
Australia had had the benefit of Nor¬ 
folk Island in the past. If Australia 
granted Norfolk $2 million a year 
for five years, this would save Aus¬ 
tralia $750, 000 of what it said it was 
spending now. 
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THERE WERE HARD TIMES IN THOSE GOOD OLD DAYS. 
TOURIST BOARD TELLS THE ROYAL COMMISSION 


A LANDMARK STUDY of Norfolk's 
tourist industry was completed in time 
for presentation to the Royal Commis¬ 
sion last week. 

It allows a fully-rounded view of the 
economic importance of tourism in 
the Island’s daily life. 

As summarised by Tourist Board Pre¬ 
sident Phil Page, "the tourist industry 
is the only major industry Norfolk Is¬ 
land has... without a tourist industry 
the whole way of life would have to 
revert to mere subsistence, which 
Norfolk has done several times in its 
history. 

"Most people on the Island have 
got used to the services available, 
the goods available, and the gen¬ 
eral standard of living they have en ¬ 
joyed in the past few years, and 
would probably not wish to give all 
these things up to go back to what 
some people refer to as 'the good 
old days'. These good old days were 
certainly very hard..." 

The study indicates that 406 people 
are employed in the tourist industry 
directly, and a further 200 people 
are employed in work that is partly 
related to tourism -- Post Office, OTC, 
lighterage and other jobs. 

Estimating that the Island workforce 
is 875 people, the Board says "you 
can see that the involvement of Nor¬ 
folk Island in the tourist industry is 
extreme, and that there is really no 
other industry which is likely to 
change this picture in the near fut¬ 
ure." 

recommendations 

Among the Board's recommend¬ 
ations for protecting tourism are these 
specific points: 

- - Control of the number of tourist 
beds is the only practical way to 
limit tourism; the limit of 20, 000 
tourists by 1980, adopted by Council, 
may be reached this year and is un¬ 
realistic because length of stay may 
be shortening. 

-- A new hotel should be planned 
promptly to replace the Paradise when 
it closes in four years, and the new 
hotel might well by 45 °lc owned by 
the Administration. 

-- If a new form of government is 
introduced on Norfolk, the possible 
inflationary effect should be watched 
very closely because this could ser¬ 
iously damage Norfolk's ability to 
compete with other vacation resorts. 

-- The Tourist Board should have 
more powers to inspect and regulate 


the quality of accommodation. 

- - As a vacation resort Norfolk must 
be kept tidy, inexpensive, beautiful, 
friendly and restful. 

--An efficient air service, tax-free 
shopping and continued tourist pro¬ 
motion effort should all be maintain¬ 
ed. 


Sets by, making do 
with what he has 

IN A WRITTEN submission delivered 
to the Royal Commission last week 
George Edward Christian of Peter's 
Highway said while it was hard to 
believe that anyone living on Norfolk 
Island could be worse off than he was, 
he was able to get by "by making do 
with what I have." 

He did not feel full Australian soc¬ 
ial security benefits should be brought 
to Norfolk, because that would mean 
Norfolk would be expected to pay as 
much as Australians do for them. 

He thought the Australian tax system 
would only add to Norfolk’s costs, and 
that the money would be better kept 
on the Island. 

Norfolk would be best run according 
to a constitution agreed to by Council 
and the Australian Government, he 
said. 

"Until we have our own constitution, 
the problems we have had since 1856 
will go on indefinitely, " he wrote. 

He also thought it was time for the 
historic rights of Pitcairners to be clar¬ 
ified, and that this should be done 
through a constitution. "For too long 
a time we have had to live with doubts, 
he said. "It is time to settle the ques¬ 
tion once and for all." 

Among other suggestions he made 
were several on immigration. Ret¬ 
ired people should be entitled to move 
to Norfolk provided they agreed not 
to take jobs; newcomers should work 
only at their original job, and 
shouldn't change jobs unless an Islan¬ 
der could not fill the new job; wives 
of newcomers should not take employ¬ 
ment if islanders could do the job; 
and anyone absent from the Island for 
15 years should lose his or her right 
of return, unless exceptional reasons 
were involved. 

He hoped Norfolk would have self- 
government within a constitution, but 
that functions such as the airport, OTC, 
Met Office and banking and currency 
should continue to be Australian-dir¬ 
ected. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 


PITCAIRNERS' jTTf, 

piled in recent years, and a sprink¬ 
ling of a few errors does not detract 
from its value.) 

Points overlooked by Mr. Engledow, 
Mr. Custance said, were -- 
-- Mainlanders marrying into a Pit¬ 
cairn family become accepted as part 
of the Pitcairn community, and their 
children are of Pitcairn descent. 

- - People of Pitcairn descent have 
been in the majority in the past few 
councils. 

- - Much land shown as being owned 
by non-Pitcairners is in fact owned by 
fathers who have married Pitcairn-des¬ 
cended wives, and because the land 
will pass to their children in the future 
it should not be considered to have 
been lost by the Pitcairn community. 

-- In the past ten years or so at least 
84 Pitcairn families had returned to 
live on the Island because good econ¬ 
omic conditions allowed them to earn 
a living here. 

-- Of the 309 children in school, 178 
(or 58$) were of Pitcairn descent, in¬ 
dicating that Pitcairners could be an 
increasing portion of the future pop¬ 
ulation. 

Mr. Custance’s analysis of David 


Buffett's list showed that 750 adults 
had permanent resident status, 486 of 
these through Pitcairn descent or through 
■marrying someone of Pitcairn descent. 

There were 244 residents living here 
under permits, of which only about 126 
were seeking to remain permanently on 
the Island. 

On these figures, there were 876 
adults who could be considered the 
permanent population -- and 486 of 
these (or 55$) were in the Pitcairn com¬ 
munity. 

In the future a watch should be kept 
,on the Island’s population, Mr. Cus¬ 
tance believed, and if the Island's 
capacity were being approached, Pit¬ 
cairn descendants who had lived off 
the Island for two generations might 
be required to go through normal im¬ 
migration procedures if they wished 
to live here. 

In other sections of his extensive 
submission and in cross-questioning, 

Mr. Custance said he did not believe 
in independence for Norfolk. The 
1960 Council Ordinance was a very 
good starting point, he thought, but 
within two or three years the Island 
-bould go further and govern itself 
fully so far as internal affairs were 
concerned. 

He suggested considerable revenue 
could be raised by charging 1|$ on 


all money coming into the Island and 
on all money going out. He 
thought this charge could be made on 
tourists as well, although it would-not 
be practical to tax cash people had in 
their pockets. : 

Income tax and an airport departure 
tax would cost more to operate and 
police than they would bring in, he 
felt. 

Asked about the plans of the "Nor¬ 
folk Island Freedom Movement" to 
make a submission to the Commission, 
Mr. Custance said the group had hired 
a lawyer to help put in a submission, 
but that "things seem to take as long 
in the private legal world as in the 
Canberra legal world," and nothing had 
come of the effort. 


Dentist: urgent 

A NEW DENTIST has been urgently 
requested from the Australian Dep¬ 
artment of Health, but had not been 
appointed at the weekend. 

The Deputy Administrator phoned 
the urgent request to Canberra when 
he was advised that Jack Bartley would 
not be able to return to practice soon. 

Mr. Bartley was flown to Australia 
by Hercules last week for further em¬ 
ergency medical care. 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 


^FASTEST & »ST FREQUENT"? 
I FLIGHTS TO AOS RALIA | 

^ Flights Leave ^ 

\ MONDAY 8.30am j 

1 WEDNESDAY 2p. 1 

| SATURDAY 8.30am j 

| SUNDAY 8.30am j 

I ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING ( 
I IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR I 
, -- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 

I THE U.S. A. FOR FLYING DIP- I 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. " 



BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA. FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY. 
PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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The Dept, of Education gets soae educating, and Mr. Hood gets a caning: 
BRYAN NUNN GIVES THE COMMISSION THE FACTS ABOUT NORFOLK'S SCHOOL 


I would seek to correct some of the 
statements and opinions expressed by 
Mr. Hood, of the Department of Ed¬ 
ucation. 

I do not presume to speak as an ed¬ 
ucationalist, solely as someone who 
has been connected with both the 
School and the welfare of the young 
people on the Island for the past 3^ 
years. This first part of the submis¬ 
sion has been read and agreed to by 
Mr. Ian McCowan, Headmaster of 
the Norfolk Island Central School and 
Mr. Ken Nobbs, President of the Par¬ 
ents' and Citizens' Association. How¬ 
ever, I would emphasise that their 
agreement is as individuals and not 
necessarily on behalf of the bodies or 
Associations with which they are con¬ 
nected. 

Mr. Hood stated - and I quote from 
the transcription that has been made 
available to me on the Island - "As 
the Administration provides only what 
it can afford, it appears that apart 
from professional staffing, education 
for the community’s children is being 
limited to the capacity for that par¬ 
ticular community to pay for it". 

Apart from the obvious fact that any 
community's or indeed nation's abil¬ 
ity to do anything is limited to its 
ability to pay for it, or borrow the nec¬ 
essary money some might add, I would 
submit the following fact; 

According to the 1973-74 Report on 
the Island, expenditure by the Admin- 

”...1t woald see* 
unlikely that Aus¬ 
tralia spent aore" 

istration on the Education of its chil¬ 
dren, financed from within the Island, 
and ignoring additional expenditure 
made by various associations on the 
Island, for the benefit of the School, 
was $165,381. With approximately 
300 children between the ages of 5 
and 16, this would have been expen¬ 
ded on roughly l/5th of the popula¬ 
tion. If this be projected to a pop¬ 
ulation in Australia of say 14 million, 
and assuming that the child popula¬ 
tion in this age group was 1 in 5 of 
the total population, the equivalent 
total expenditure in Australia upon 
the education of children in this age 
range would have been about $1, 540 
million. 

It is impossible for me to ascertain 
how much was, in fact, spent by the 
various States upon the Education of 
this age group during that year, but 
according to one of my text books 


at School, N.S.W. spent, in 1971-2, 
$250 million on Primary and Second¬ 
ary Education. Even allowing for the 
inflation of costs in the intervening 
two years, it would seem unlikely 
that Australia spent more than the 
$510. 00 per child that was spent on 
this Island. I do not know what the 
budgetted expenditure on Education 
for the present year is for this Island, 
but I would surmise that it is for a 
considerable increase on the year of 
this Report. 

"What Is bis 
evidenes?" 

How then can Mr. Hood, given that 
the Norfolk Community and Council 
are aware that what it wants it must 
ultimately pay for, say "While the 
Administration has met basic stand¬ 
ards in the past, it may find it in¬ 
creasingly difficult to afford the ad¬ 
ditional expense required to meet 
rising standards of the future"? What 
is his evidence to support this fear? 
What are the facts that lead Mr. Hood 
to arrive at this conclusion? 

Mr. Hood stated that there was a 
widening gap between what was pro¬ 
vided for school children on Norfolk 
Island and what is provided for their 
contemporaries on the mainland and 
he instanced the supply of Library 
stocks, duplication facilities, ancil¬ 
lary staff, video-tape equipment, pro¬ 
jectors, cassette recorders and listen¬ 
ing post, as examples of facilities nor¬ 
mal on the mainland. Your Honour, 
in all except two instances, our School 
has all these amenities. Maybe the 
Department envisages a larger com¬ 
plement of ancilliary staff. It is hard 
to be specific as to what circumstances 
might cause a need for extra ancil¬ 
liary staff but, in most instances, such 
help, if needed, is supplied willingly 
by competent residents of the Island. 
For example, parents come in to read 
with children, not their own. who are 
backward in reading. The Parents' and 
Citizens' Association is an active and 
energetic provider of additional nec¬ 
essities and there are many in the 
community who are willing and cap¬ 
able of making up what Mr. Hood 
says is an under complement in an¬ 
cilliary staff by Canberra standards. 

We also may not have a listening 
Post. It sounds somewhat sinister, 
but I regret I do not know what it is. 

Mr. Hood also stated that "Four 
years ago, plans :for a toilet and ab¬ 
lution block were drawn up for the 
School but the block has not yet been 


built". It must be admitted that 
water and sewerage arrangements on 
this Island are not, and cannot ex¬ 
actly be, the same on the mainland, 
but I believe Your Honour has vis¬ 
ited or is to visit the School and I 
would ask, "Are the toilet and ab¬ 
lution arrangements, as are now pro¬ 
vided, as unsatisfactory as this state¬ 
ment of Mr. Hood's would seem to ” 
imply? 

The Staff facilities, as stated by 
Mr. Hood, are somewhat inadequate, 

I would agree. Did Mr. Hood know 
that two years ago, private sources 
on the Island had agreed to provide 
an extension to the Staffroom and to 
re-equip it, but it had been held up 
somewhere in the planning stages? 
Indeed, when private sources had off¬ 
ered to pay for a building that the 
School had stated it needed to house 
a Correspondence Course Study for 
those children taking correspondence 
subjects and also a 4th Form common- 
room. which was regarded as a use¬ 
ful adjunct to educating the older 
children in the management of their 
own affairs, it took over two years 
before agreement was reached with 
the authorities that this should be 
done, by which time the original 
cost had escalated by around 25“9fc. It 
was, nevertheless, done. 

As for the blocked drain and leaky 
roof quoted by Mr. Hood, the drain 
of the Staffroom sink became blocked 
by the invasion of tree-roots and die 
roof leak was due to a faulty section 
of roofing iron - not uncommon in the 
normal building construction on Nor¬ 
folk Island. I would suggest that such 
very minor defects were not delayed 
in their repair by financial shortages, 
but solely with the availability of 
manpower. 

"coltural disadvan¬ 
tage”? - we have 
the advantage.,, 

A further statement made by Mr. 
Hood in his submission includes, and 
I quote, "Another form of disadvan¬ 
tage affecting the Island children 
and their parents is cultural disad¬ 
vantage". Your Honour, we, in our 
own way, have many cultural advan¬ 
tages over the mainland. Mr. Hood 
quotes, as some of our disadvantages - 
lack of access to theatres, the radio 
and the television. The latter two, 

I would Submit, are somewhat doubt- 
(next page, please) 
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ful cultural advantages, while even 
in the theatre today all can hardly be 
said to be automatically cultural. 

But what about the advantage to 
jroung people On Norfolk of a close 
and united family unit? What about 
the advantage of being able to live 
your life free from the fear of sex¬ 
ual deviants, drugs and violence. 

Our children are most blessed in their 
ability, at present at any rate, of 
being able to ride their horses, or¬ 
ganise their barb ecues, fish, swim 
and travel about the Island free from 
curbs and fears that have become 
part of mainland living, or at least, 
city living. For sure, they may be 
somewhat naive, lacking television, 
the daily paper and so on, but I. for 
one, would sooner they should be 
that way, 

I remember when I first started at 
the School, a child came up to me. 

I did not know him and he did not 
know me, but he informed me that 
I had cut myself shaving that morn¬ 
ing and that his Dad often did the 
same. By my then preconceived 
notions, I thought he was being very 
cheeky to a teacher, but I soon came 
to understand that it was simply that 
he was unafraid of me and was being 


helpful and friendly. These relation¬ 
ships and qualities are hard foe some¬ 
one from the big city to understand, 
but they are a true part of the way of 
life on Norfolk Island, its philosophy 
and its culture. 

Mr. Hood further stated that 
"Island children who continue their 
education on the mainland have diffi¬ 
culty competing successfully with 
mainland children, who have a wider 
range of experience". Experience in 
what? Perhaps, as I said, onr child¬ 
ren may be somewhat more naive 
and their understanding of social and 
political matters on the mainland 
may be somewhat limited. Academ¬ 
ically, I would think that it would 
be hard for Mr. Hood, on the record 
of the School, to prove that our ■ 
children are lacking, and in character 
many of them have proved to lack 
nothing in comparison with their main¬ 
land counterparts. I have talked with 
many of the young people returned on 
holiday to Norfolk Island from main¬ 
land schools and, apart from some ad¬ 
justment to curricula, have not met 
any who were struggling to cope with 
educational standards, save the odd 
one who had equally been struggling 
with the educational standards on Nor¬ 
folk Island. Nor have I sensed any 
difficulties felt by those young people 
who have gone to the mainland to 
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undertake apprenticeships or technical 
training. Indeed, I would quote just 
one mainland authority who has receiv¬ 
ed several Norfolk Island boys for 
apprenticeship - The Sydney Electricity 
Authority. When I was President of the 
Rotary Club here,' through which organ-. 
isation some of these and other appren¬ 
ticeships were arranged, I had glowing 
reports of the characters and abilities 
of the youngsters they had taken on. 

How can it be that young Terence 
Grube, who left here from the School 
two years ago to join the Australian 
Navy, is quoted by his Commanding 
Officer as being "one of the really 
bright boys" at H. M. A. S. NIR1MBA 
and has been selected from the whole 
complement to be Parade Commander 
at the passing-out parade? How can 
it be that Wayne Richards, who left 
school here two years ago and was 
accepted for Scots College, has done 
so well that he was accepted by the 
National University to read Economics 
before he had even taken his matricu¬ 
lation? Are these the disadvantaged 
children of Norfolk Island? 

Mr. Hood further states that only 20$ 
of Norfolk Island children continue with 
Senior Secondary Education. That was 
true of the year 1974 when he visited 
the School. This year, I am informed 
that the figure will be 35$. 

In the year to which he referred, in 
refutation of Mr. Hood's conjecture 
"So most of them (children) stay on 
the Island", I would add that, besides 
the 20$ going on to further academic 
schooling, no less than 60$ went to 
the mainland to continue Technical or 
Apprenticeship Training, one boy went 
into the Services, and only 3 boys and 
one girl (about 16$) stayed on the 
island. Of these 4, one took up plumb¬ 
ing, one joined the Post Office, one 
went into an accountancy office and 
one joined a legal firm - and that can¬ 
not be bad. 

This year, according to my informa¬ 
tion, apart from the 35$ going on to 
further academic sch ooling, 53$ are 
going to the mainland for technical 
training and 2 are hoping to enter the 
services and only one boy is staying on 
the Island. 

True, some will return before com¬ 
pletion of their apprenticeships, through 
home-sickness or some other reason, 
but that would be so whoever ran the 
School. Moreover, Mr. Hood leaves 
out of account the number of children 
on the Island who, because they are 
going on to further education, their 
parents prefer to send them to the main¬ 
land a year or two before they have to 
take what used to be the School Cert¬ 
ificate. I would also ask "Is Mr. Hood's 
quoted figure of the percentage of 
children continuing with further secon- 
(turn to P.12, please) 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors - Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times S places. Hap of the Island. 


TOURIST MEW® 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar. 


a complaint? a bouquet 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
^Bureau; or write the Ne ws, P . O. Bpx §4. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where, you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer,hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


ihisWeeK 

on Norfolk 

j MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
| Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
| Film, Norfolk Hotel 
| TUESDAY 

Commandant's Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
I Film, Leagues Club 
| Darts, R. S. L. Club 
I WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
> N. I. Film. Paradise Hotel 
1 Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club I 

FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it cah 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Glllan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree me 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)! 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLA LIGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 am to 9 pm 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.-, .biscuits, crackers and savouries,.. ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies. ..games. ..artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




Low-Priced 6rog, but 
Reneaber Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to l p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.I. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con- 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
DnA-tftM* 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
UUlalUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting 1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P.QBox 94. 

Visitors Welcone at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain BUgh and Matthew 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 



Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip GIdley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time’ there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. - 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service ar St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday SchooJ 10 a. m., services at 
11am.and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ; 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 











Letter 

I know that it is fashionable these 
days for politics and honesty not to 
travel hand in hand. However, I 
feel compelled to reply to Mr. Hen¬ 
ry Smith's political observations in 
his book review on 'Reflections on 
the French Revolution’ last week. 

I shall not bother to comment on his 
assertions that Mr. Whitlam's 'help¬ 
ers' were either incompetent or dis¬ 
honest or both -- does he really bel¬ 
ieve that the liberals are any better? 
He goes on to say that Mr. Whitlam 
was DEPOSED by a basically honest 
man who acted from disinterested 
motives. Does he really believe that 
too? Perhaps he can explain to me 
how Sir John Kerr, a representative 
of an irrelevant European Monarch, 
can dismiss a popularly and properly- 
elected government, advised by a 
chief Justice who is a former oppos¬ 
ition party attorney-general. I am 
not a member of any political party 
and have never been involved in pol¬ 
itics. but I feel that Sir John Kerr’s 
action is a very dangerous assault on 
democracy and the rights of the people 
of this country. 

DAVID VENNING. 


EDITORIAL 

DURING THE PAST few years it has come to be believed that Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants have become a minority group on Norfolk Island. This "fact" has been 
entered as evidence before the Royal Commission by one of the highest-placed 
authorities on Norfolk matters, Mr. Lou Engledow. 

In testimony last week, Peter Custance argued very convincingly that it 
just isn't so. He pointed out that Pitcairn descendants and their wives and hus¬ 
bands are a majority of those who regard Norfolk as their permanent home. 
Youngsters of Pitcairn descent are in the majority at the school. Members of 
the Pitcairn community are in the majority on Council. 

"I feel they can be justly proud of their achievement in keeping their cus¬ 
toms and their community together, " Mr. Custance said. "They exist as a 
major group and I suggest have the right to decide what they want for the Island." 

The population list he was working from is not accurate in every respect, but 
it commands respect as the best available -- and those who fault it could do the 
community a real service by compiling a better one. 

The fact that the Pitcairn-descended families are in the majority is highly 
important, with the Royal Commission on. It means that the "Great Experiment” 
of 119 years ago has not failed. It means that the Norfolk Island so many people 
love still draws its character from the families who sailed here in 1856. 

If the Pitcairn families were a swamped minority in their own land, it 
would be a good argument for concluding that Norfolk is no longer different 
from anywhere else, and that it ought to be fully amalgamated into Australia. 

We think that would be a mournful day for a unique community and for the 
world's best place to live. 






Business & ommerce 


[FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 

.21/11/75 

A$1 bought - 


UK £E .6150 

NZ $NZ 1.2009 

FRANCE F.Fr 5.528 

H/KONG HK$ 6.301 

JAPAN YEN 379.93 

N'LANDS F 3.330 

SWITZ'D S.Fr. 3.324 

W. GERMANY Dm. 3.247 

FIJI F$ 1.0726 

USA US$ 1.2616 

NOUMEA CP.Fr. 100.52 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 53 20/11/75 

THANKSGIVING Day holiday Wed¬ 
nesday. 

Mail closes 3.30pm Tuesday, no 
sorting till Thursday. 

GUNS or other lethal weapons can't 
be used on Philip Is. except 1/12/75 
to 30/9/76; bird shooting by license - 
only. 

DOGS prohibited on Emily and Slau¬ 
ghter Bay beaches. 

STAMPS first day today 30(6 and 600 
St.. Barnabas Chapel Centenary com¬ 
memorative; covers $1. 05. Next 
Monday 250 and 450 "Resolution" 
launching 50th anniversary, covers 
850. 

SUPREME COURT sits 10am Dec. 4, 

Mr. Justice Joske. 

WOUND UP; Somerville Management 
& Catering Services Ltd., final meet¬ 
ing 22/12; Gaerlock Nominees Ltd., 
final meeting 22/12. 

FINAL MEETING: Supply Securities 
Ltd. 22/12. 

AUST BANS MAG. BANDS 

FOUR MAJOR Burnt Pine retailers have 
had a good mail-order trade in mag¬ 
netic Health Bands. 

They have now been banned by 
Australian Customs under a rule that 
prohibits importation of goods al¬ 
leged to produce ”a therapeutic ef¬ 
fect by electric, ultrasonic or mag¬ 
netic influences, or by the presence 
of radio-active elements." 

A new improved model of the Aim- 
ente band may be promptly devel¬ 
oped, possibly at a slightly higher 
price because it will be guaranteed 
to be non-magnetic. 


SHOPPING HELPS BRING 
TOURISTS BACK AGAIN 

AFTER SIX MONTHS of operating the 
ABC Hobby Shop in Taylor's Rd., Gor¬ 
don Maskill-Smith feels he has had the 
opportunity to study some on-the-spot 
aspects of Norfolk tourism without los¬ 
ing his fresh memories of being a tour¬ 
ist himself. ' 

Against this background he made a 
firm defense of the value of "duty free" 
shopping in attracting visitors to Nor¬ 
folk. 

He told the Royal Commission that 
his experience conflicts with the find¬ 
ings of Professor Butland, which were 
supported by the Department of Tour¬ 
ism and Recreation. 

Mr. Maskill-Smith made six points 
to support his views: 

-- "The first question many people ask 
when talking about a holiday on Nor¬ 
folk Island is "How to you fill in your 
time on an island 5 miles by 3 miles?" 
Yet I have not heard of a visitor cut¬ 
ting short his holiday through boredom. 
If he or she is tired of the pine trees 
or the beach there is always the shops 
to browse through and most visitors end 
up by wanting to come back for another 
visit. " 

-- "The interest in shopping applies 
to both sexes but we know that the 
ladies are the more ardent shoppers 
and we see evidence daily as they 
return to their accommodation laden 
with the carry-bags of the local stores. 

It is more than a coincidence that 
visitors to the island include a high 
percentage of the fair sex. " 

--i" A feature of tourism on Norfolk 
is the large number of visitors who 
visit the island more than once and 
perhaps regularly. They would not 
come back again and again to see 
the same historic and scenic features. 
Obviously their major interest is the 
shops where stocks change from year 
to year." 

-- "Many visitors arrive with a list 
of things to buy. These lists have 
been prepared before they left home 
and often take priority over their other 
activities. The list frequently con¬ 
tain gifts for others, - children, or 
grandchildren. The purchase of these 
gifts gives them pleasure not only j 
when on holiday but again when they 
return home." 

-- "If shopping were a second best 
time filler when the weather discour- 1 
aged outside activities we would ex- ! 
pect the shops to be busy in bad wea- ! 


ther. But this id not my experience. 
Bright sunny days are our best shop¬ 
ping days. Even in good weather the 
shops attract from the natural and his¬ 
toric attractions." 

--"In spite of little newspaper ad¬ 
vertising and no radio advertising news 
of outstanding value in merchandise 
or particularly attractive products 
travels fast. Shopping is obviously a 
popular subject of conversation am¬ 
ongst the visitors." 

-- "It is my experience," he said, 
"that shopping activities play a sub¬ 
stantial part in the interests of the re¬ 
turn visit. Shops specialising in a par¬ 
ticular field experience this to a 
great degree. I submit that my per¬ 
sonal experience does not support the 
finding of Professor Butland from his 
survey and I believe that if he were 
to spend a few weeks in my shop car¬ 
rying out a quantitative evaluation 
his findings would then support my 
qualitative experience." 


DUELL TOLD: "FILE!" 

DUELL LTD. was ordered by die Court 
of Petty Sessions last Tuesday to file 
financial returns, and was assessed 
costs of $10 at the hearing. 

If the returns have not "been filed 
within one month, officers of the com - 
pany will face charges of failing to 
obey a court order. 


AIR FARES UP AGAIN; 
BUT CARGO IS MOVING 

IT TOOK FOUR months, but the News 
prediction of a Sydney-Norfolk re¬ 
turn air fare of $225 unhappily be¬ 
comes true as of December 1st. 

Air cargo reached the Island in 
steady shipments through last week, 
averaging about 300Kg each flight 
from Auckland and from Sydney. 
Norfolk Island Airlines won the week's 
"most improved player" award, bring¬ 
ing in 836Kg in the week. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 


- 

** 

10.30 

11.45 


8.30 

1.35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

1.00 

2.00 





2.30^ 


:i.35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

- 


1.35 

2.45 

10.30| 

11.45 

5.30 

8.30 

4.20 

5.20 

- 

. 

5.15 

8.30 
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From Sydney 

ILE de LUMIERE 
Voyage 9 

right on schedule as 
advertised weeks ago 
Due depart Sydney 

December 4th _ 

Due arrive Norfolk Due arrive Norfolk 
December 8th December 15th 

(If you depend on Probably the first 

cargo before Christ- vessel in December 

•as-get it onto from New Zealand- 

this voyage) make use of it 

CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING 1 NORFOLK ISLAND "TEL.2018 

I NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC's agents in 

1 Auckland) Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 


From Auckland 

ILE de LUMIERE 

loading at Onehunga 
December 11th 

Due depart Onehunga 
December 13th 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 

late in the day on 

Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Oiir object is to carry 
Norfolk Island ’ s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES J 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES; 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING' 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK — NOV 24 - 30 ' 

frequency, 1570 KHZ 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 World & 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local: 1. World & Local 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Music Round¬ 
about 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Petula (Part 4) 

10.45 Morn, serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 
7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Vanity Fair 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Intern'l Call 
1. 00 News 


TH URSDAY 
7700 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Aits Magazine 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Inspector West 
10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Music (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 
12.00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 

Another Country 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 T6p 10 

2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

S UNDAY 
4. 00 Music 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8.00 Don Juan (19) 

8.15 Play: The Shoe¬ 
maker's Holiday 

8.45 Music 



"Wordly concerns will not be erased, 
but will be translated into Eternity. ” 
The Festival Hall concert of Nov. 

12 was the first performance in the 
U. K. of Olivier Messiaen's 'Des 
Canyons Aux Etoiles' ('From the Can¬ 
yons to the Stars') for piano and or¬ 
chestra. He is one of the greatest 
composers of our century, influenced 
by the Catholic faith, bird-song and 
Oriental rhythms. The Royal Phil¬ 
harmonic Society honoured him with 
the Gold Medal (a high accolade in 
music - previous recipients Brahms, 
Sibelius, Rachmaninoff and others 
since 1870). Pierre Boulez, his pupil, 
conducted the BBC Symphony Orch¬ 
estra and made the presentation. 
Yvonne Loriod his wife, pupil and 
Professor of Piano at the Paris Con¬ 
servatoire was the solo pianist. She 
She appeared to have become Mes¬ 
siaen’s most majestic and astonish¬ 
ing bird, incandescent in an orange 
gown with a vast gossamer cape of 
paler hue that flowed behind like 
some fabulous plumage of the orient, 
which she carefully arranged around 
the piano stool as a bird its feathers 
when it settles - this frame encom - 


passing a fiery musical intelligence. 

Messiaen is old and grey (73) and 
wide awake. He describes the work: 
"That is to say ascending from the 
canyons up to the stars - and higher, 
up to the Resurrected in Heaven - to 
glorify God in all his creation; the 
beauties of the earth (its rocks, its 
bird songs), the beauties of the phys¬ 
ical sky, the beauties of the spiritual 
sky. Consequently, it is first of all 
a religious work, a work of praise 
and contemplation. It is also a geo¬ 
logical and astronomical work; a 
work of colour-sound, where all the 
colours of the rainbow revolve around 
the blue of the Steller's Jay ( a bird) 
and the red of Bryce Canyon. The 
bird songs are foremost those from 
Utah and the Hawaiian Islands. Zion 
Park and the star Aldebaran are here 
as symbols of the sky. It was written 
from 1971-4, following a trip to Utah." 

Afterwards, as I crossed the steel 
bridge over the shimmering Thames 
that clear and crisp evening, my 
brain a ringing cloud of percussion, 
colour and spiritual elation, I passed 
a member of the orchestra lightly 
clasping his violin-case and passion¬ 
ately embracing his woman. At that 
moment I understood certain "con¬ 
flicting" dualities. With unusual res¬ 
ignation I absorbed the late evening 
news of a grim simultaneity - a 
bomb packed with ball bearings had... 
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Norfolk 



LIVING 


LADY JANE GREY 
by Jean Evans 


A FEW YEARS ago, Mr. Robert Trum 
bell did a most interesting piece for 
the N. Y. Times on the tradition of 
Thanksgiving being celebrated on 
Norfolk Island on the last Wednesday 
in November - it being the only other 
place in the world that celebrated a 
Thanksgiving holiday outside of Amer¬ 
ica. America celebrates Thanksgiving 
on the last Thursday in November and 
it, as here, is a basically religious 
holiday. 

In America today, Thanksgiving 
has almost overshadowed Christmas 
as a holiday. Impossible to commer¬ 
cialize it, it remains purely a day 
for families to get together for a 
huge feast and give thanks for their 
many blessings. 

Prayers are usually said before the 
feast is begun and the father of the 
family ceremoniously carves the 
turkey. A typical Thanksgiving 
menu would be - 

Melon ball fruit cocktail (2 or 
3 kinds of melon allowed to 
stand in ginger ale for an hour 
or so before serving with a sprig 
of mint on top) 

- Roast turkey 

- Stuffing (corn, chestnut or oyster) 

- Candied sweet potatoes 

- Mashed potatoes 

- Brussel sprouts 

- Green beans with mushrooms 

- Creamed baby onions 

- Cranberry sauce 

- Pumpkin pie with whipped cream 

- Minced pie with hard sauce 

It sounds almost too much but 

usually the family skips breakfast, 
spends most of the day outdoors (ex¬ 
cept for the "slave" in the kitchen 
- usually Momma) returning home 
hungry and with great anticipation 
for the family feast. Most famil¬ 
ies invite a soldier, sailor, pension¬ 
er or newcomer to share their Thanks¬ 
giving dinner. The week before 
Thanksgiving school children are in¬ 
vited to bring tinned goods and 
produce and baskets are made up 

id given to poorer families. Kinder- 
gartners make cardboard turkeys with 
moveable legs and color them for 
Mother and call "gobble gobble" to 
one another in their excitement be¬ 
fore the day. Hymns are sung in 
Church on the Sunday before Thanks¬ 
giving - the most popular being "We 
Gather Together To Sing the Lord's 
Blessing" and "Come Ye Thankful 
People Come". 



IN ANSWER TO a verbal question, 
"What are "nematodes"? - which ate 
mentioned in last week's advice re 
roses. 

I think this is best answered by the 
following quote from one of my very 
useful gardening books. 

"Control of nematodes (eelworms), 
these infect certain areas of soils and 
cause considerable damage to root 
system of plants. Roots become 
knotty and warty and unable to sus¬ 
tain the plant which wilts and dies. 
Remove infected plants and burn. 

Open up soil and add lime. Alter¬ 
nate crops and maintain a hi$i level 
of humus in the soil. Fumazone, a 
mennatocide, can be used either be¬ 
fore or after planting crops." 

To this, I might add, one can see 
the tiny whitish edworms if inspec¬ 
ted closely. 

Perhaps you have used the following 
for snail bait, Metaldehyde powder 
mixed with bran or sawdust, without 
any ill effects to oneself, but it can 
cause a gas if the ground is wet when 
it is being placed about the garden; 
a personal friend in N. Z. was doing 
just this recently and he had severe 
chest and stomach pains, needing 
doctor's care and hospitalization for 
a few days. So I thought perhaps as 
we gardeners do tend to get careless 
about these things, a word of warning 
might not go amiss. 

A few of the easier to grow indoor 
plants for the beginner to try are the 
following; 

Dieffenbachia - Large variegated 
foliage suitable for patios and green¬ 
house also. Good varieties are Picta, 
Superba, Exotica. There are quite • 
number to choose from. 

Dracaenas - many of these also - 
Sanderiana, Goldiana - two pretty ones. 
Peperomia - Blackboy 
Silver Heart - Bronze Ripple 

More indoors next week, also basket 
plants. 


If one thing makes an historical novel 
a best seller more than any other it’s 
having a good final and gory death 
scene; preferably a burning at the stake, 
a hanging, drowning and quartering an 
execution. "Lady Jane Grey" has the 
last, with a headsman dressed in scar¬ 
let, a gleaming axe, blood on the 
straw; the whole works in fact. 

What is more to the point is the rest 
of the book is equally as good, if in 
a rather lower register. Tudor power 
politics were every bit as dishonest 
and time-saving as those recently 
brought to light in the recent disgrace 
suffered by Mr. Whitlam --the main 
difference being that Tudor politic¬ 
ians went to the block while Labour 
politicians merely go to the country. 

1 must confess that decapitation for . 
political offences would be a very good 
idea -- it would make politicians think 
more than twice before light-heartedly 
indulging in chicanery and dishon¬ 
esty and anyway it would only be 
following world trends, as the pub¬ 
lic execution of the assassin of the 
late king of Saudi Arabia attests. 

Lady Jane Grey had no wish to be 
a queen. She recognised her cou¬ 
sin Mary Tudor’s claim to England's 
throne. But ambitious men opposed 
the Catholic heir and their thirst 
for power drove Jane into her futile 
bid for the crown. She was a queen 
for nine short days before Mary Tud¬ 
or asserted her own claim; and 
Lady Jane was imprisoned in the 
Tower. Jane was sentenced to death, 
but Mary could not bring herself to 
order the execution. Until Wyatt's 
rebellion threatened to topple the 
Catholic queen and Mary realised 
how great a threat Jane was did she 
sign the death warrant. 

The irony of die whole story is 
that the only character with any 
course to be remembered today is 
the very minor character of Wyatt, 
who was the first man to write a 
sonnet in English after the Italian 
model. Schoolboys who have been 
made to learn poetry may well wish 
he had been executed rather earlier. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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Did you know that Bishop John Col¬ 
eridge Patterson’s death had an ef¬ 
fect on people all over the world -- 
so much so that they gave whatever 
they could to a fund organized by 
his friends and relatives in England. 
With the blessing of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, St. Andrew's Day 
collections were set aside for this 
purpose. It had been Bishop Patter¬ 
son's intention to erect a chapel on 
the Mission's land here on Norfolk 
and it was felt this would be a most 
fitting way to remember the work he 
did for the Melanesian Mission. 

These were some of the facts of 
this remarkable man's life that were 
learned by those who gathered to¬ 
gether on Saturday afternoon to com¬ 
memorate the centenary of the lay¬ 
ing of the foundation stone at St. 
Barnabas ChapeL 

It was a delightful service. Before 
Brother Colin read the First Lesson 
he extended greeting? from the Arch¬ 
bishop of the Diocese of Melanesia. 

He said the Brothers and Sisters of 
the Order of St. Francis of Assisi in 
Honiara recognized the link between 
Norfolk and die Islands of Melanesia. 

The Bishop of Parramatta, the Rt. 
Rev. D.W.B. Robinson delivered the 
address taking as his text John 12:24 
-- "Truly, truly I say to you unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it bears much fruit. ” The 
words spoken by Jesus to explain his 
imminent death to his disciples could 
also be applied to Bishop Patterson's 
death. His death at the hands of 
those for whom he would gladly have 
given his life, evoked so much sym¬ 
pathy there were acts of self-sacri¬ 
fice the world over. Archbishop 
George Selwyn’s son, John Selwyn, 
offered his life to work for the Mel¬ 
anesian Mission and later became 
Bishop Patterson's successor as Bishop 
of Melanesia. There are now five 
Bishops of Melanesia; five native boys 
were lured from Nukapu by unscrupu¬ 
lous white men to work in the cane- 
fields in Queensland, a total of five 
missionaries from Norfolk died at the 
hands of the natives. (Two of them 
were Norfolk Islanders, Edwin Young 
and Fisher Nobbs who were killed by 
hostile arrows on a previous trip to 
Santa Cruz.) Five wounds were in¬ 
flicted on the body of Bishop Patter¬ 
son in retaliation for those five nat¬ 
ive boys whom had been taken aboard 
a boat on which they were told Bis¬ 
hop Patterson was aboard. Of course 
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those left behind on the Island thought 
v it was Bishop Patterson who had kid- 
t napped them which was the reason 
: for their acting the way they did when 
■ he visited their Island a short time 
later. Before placing his body in a 
canoe the native women wrapped Bis¬ 
hop Patterson's body in a mat, cov¬ 
ered it with a palm leaf in which they 
had tied five knots, and then set it 
adrift. His body was recovered by 
his own crew who then buried Bishop 
Patterson at sea. 

The congregation on Saturday also 
learned that a modern stained glass 
window in St. Andrew's Cathedral in 


Sydney also commemorates the work 
of Bishop Patterson here on Norfolk. 

It depicts the Bishop surrounded by 
Norfolk Island and Melanesian child¬ 
ren. 

The laying of the foundation stone 
was also commemorated at the Cent¬ 
enary in song. It was lovely to hear 
the choir leading the singing of the 
lesser-known hymns and their rend¬ 
ition of the Anthem, "Abbot's Leigh" 
was delightful. The service con¬ 
cluded most appropriately with the 
well-known hymn "The Old Hund¬ 
redth", the girls in the choir singing 
the descant. 


MINI-ADS CLOSE H.30.jry(j PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE 1 

SATURDAY MORNINGS WLWa MlnlAQS MILK BAR/JENSENS,AMY'S f 

McIntyres Solicitors 

Has three vacancies - Secretaries 
(2). These are senior positions re¬ 
quiring competent and experienced 
stenographers with an aptitude for 

Quick photo service 

Black and white or colour in 7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines._ _.. .. _ 

machine operator. This position 
requires a person experienced in 
ledger machining and preferably 
with experience in an accountant's 
office or a commercial office or 
similar. Applications should be in 

Need weekend typing 

Help produce the News - 9-8 hours 
at times to suit over Fri, Sat, Sun. 

Call in or write Box 94. 

^writing addressed care Box 92, P„ O. 


Myee Liraited 

’2 positions are available as secret- 
jaries to the principals of the firm. 
Applicants should be competent, 
mature and preferably have had ex¬ 
perience in a legal office. Appli¬ 
cations should be in writing addres¬ 
sed "Legal Secretary", P.O. Box 

92, Norfolk Island. 

uive a nouK pn«j 

Each year prizes, in the form of 
books, are awarded for excellence in 
scholastic achievement and effort. 

If any person would like to join the 
group of donors by giving the price 
of a book, please let the School Prin¬ 
cipal know. Some donors have left 
and new ones are needed to replace 
them. 

Myee Limited 


fls interested in employing a junior 
(typist/receptionist, with ambition to 
train as a secretary. Apply C/- Box 
; 92, P.O., Norfolk Island. 

mtmMM 

Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, 
South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
Editorial Contributors this issue-. 

VL2NI notices 

From now onwards, news notices 
and requests will not be accepted un¬ 
less they are clearly Written in block 
letters, or typewritten. 

We ask you NOT to phone in re¬ 
quests and news notices during the 
breakfast programme. 

Five-yeafMMds 

Would all parents who have children 
eligible to commence school in Kin¬ 
dergarten at the Norfolk Island Cen¬ 
tral School next year please secure an 
enrolment form from the school and 
return it, filled in, to the School 
Principal during the next week or two? 

Moran, Butch Quintal, Henry Smith, 
VL2NI staff. 

Type, Debby Dale and Jan Pearson. 
Production, John Pearson. 
Subscriptions; $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


I, George Martin Frederick Young, 
of Norfolk Island but late of Pitcairn 
Island, say 

1. That I was first Councillor on Pit¬ 
cairn Island during the years 1852 
and Chief Magistrate for the years 
1855, 1856 .and Chief Magistrate on 
Norfolk Island during the year 1851 
and 1859. 

2. In 1853 Mr. Nicholas, British Con¬ 
sul at Raiatea called at Pitcairn Is¬ 
land. He ascertained the feelings of 
the Community upon the contemplated 
removal' from Pitcairn Island to Nor¬ 
folk Island. On his return to Raiatea 
Mr. Arthur Quintal the then Chief 
Magistrate received a letter from him 
to die following effect: "I am direc- 

. tgd by the Duke of Newcastle to in- 
formjfie inhabitants of Pitcairn Is- 
1 ancfYh.at,J^mfolk Island shall not be 
wholly ceded to you (700 acres will 
be glebe lands). 

3. After receiving the above letter 
the majority of the Pitcairn Com¬ 
munity consented to emigrate to Nor¬ 
folk Island and Admiral Moresby Who 
had taken great interest in the move¬ 
ment was duly notified of the fact, 

4. In 1855 Captain Freemantle was 
ordered to Pitcairn Island to ascertain 
the feeling of the People of Pitcairn 
Island, upon the matter of their re¬ 
moval to Norfolk Island. 

Captain Freemantle ascertained the 
fact that the majority of the Com¬ 
munity were prepared to emigrate to 
Norfolk Island. 

5. In the early part of the year 1856 
the ship Morayshire with Lieut. Greg- 
orie arrived off Pitcairn Island for 
the purposes of removing the Com¬ 
munity to Norfolk Island. A Public 
Meeting was called by me, Mr. Gre- 
gorie read despatches and instructions 
giving the whole of Norfolk Island ex¬ 
cepting 7 00 acres to the Pitcairn Is¬ 
landers, promising us the right to gov¬ 
ern ourselves in the same manner as 
we were governed on Pitcairn Island. 


The houses were given in lieu of those 
we leave behind all live stock, stores 
etc with the exception of two or three 
houses, properties of some private! 
gentlemen. These promises made by 
the Imperial Officer in charge of our 
removal overcame and finally induced 
the whole Community to emigrate 
to Norfolk Island, and it was dis¬ 
tinctly understood between all par¬ 
ties that Norfolk Island was a gift 
from the Crown to be held under 
the Crown, that Mr. Gregorie. 

6. Nor did we gather from desp¬ 
atches or those persons with whom 
we conversed with at some future 
day these promises would be rev¬ 
oked our trust in the promises of 
Imperial edicts that time was full 
and perfect. 

7. On our arrival at Norfolk Island 
in 1856 the promises made by the 
Imperial Government were fulfilled 
by Superintendent Stewart in charge 
of Norfolk Island on our arrival in 
the presence of Mr. Gregorie and 
the Islanders handed to me as Chief 
Magistrate of the Pitcairn Islanders 
(1 then told no common from the 
Crown) Norfolk Island and all con¬ 
tained, the houses, foals, keys, 
horses, cattle, sheep, swine with 
documents, book papers, etc with 
complete lists of articles on the Is¬ 
land, with a letter of gift from 
Governor Dennison on behalf of the 
Pitcairn Islanders and in fulfilment 
of the promises made by the Im¬ 
perial Government, (Crossed out 
the words; I gave Mr. Stewart a 
receipt of). 

For the year 1857 and 1859 I was 
Chief Magistrate of Norfolk Island 
without a Commission from the 
Crown., and dealt with the live 
stock and all articles on the Island 
and the property of the Community. 

The Houses were drawn for by lots 
and keys of each were handed to 
the head of each drawer in the pre¬ 
sence of Mr. Gregorie. 


The cattle were divided by giving 
to each person one beast, the bal¬ 
ance (was reserved for public pur¬ 
poses) the houses were divided by 
lots (reserving a stallion or mare 
for breading purposes so that each 
family may have a house. 

The sheep were reserved for pub¬ 
lic purposes. These arrangements 
were made solely by the Commun¬ 
ity themselves, the whole stock 
could if they had a mind been div¬ 
ided amongst themselves, but they 
thought certain expenses would be 
required from time to time and so 
part df die live stock was not div¬ 
ided. 

It was from the proceeds of the live 
stock that the greater portion of the 
Norfolk Island Fund was derived from. 

8. The whole of Norfolk Island at 
first directed by Mr. Gregorie to be 
divided into 32 or 33 share, so that 
each family at that rime may have 
one such share but a pnblic meeting 
called for that purpose it was decided 
that the Island should be cut up into 
50 acre lots and that each family 
should take one lot, the rest to be 
given to each married couple on 
marriage, this arrangement was made 
by the people themselves subsequently 
the area was reduced to 25 acres to 
be taken up by married couples on 
marriage. The only conditions at¬ 
tached up to this period to the oc¬ 
cupation of land was that of marriage. 

In 1886 another change in the land 
laws was made, that is before the 
Crown first issues the married couples 
must firstput upon the land perman¬ 
ent improvements to the value of 
$2 per acre -— and young men be¬ 
fore marriage at the age of 25 years 
may take up their own??????? 

On this improved system ever since 
arrival upon the Island the Commun¬ 
ity of Pitcairn Islanders have con¬ 
sidered the Island and all it contains 
as gifts from the Crown. 
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SENDER! 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20 
To New Zealand 40^ t 


•SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—.-.-. t -~ 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND; 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address pane! 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted li 
- 4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 









latest tourist 
information 
and road map 
P.9-12 



40NPA Y 24NOVEMBER 1975 


theweekI Treasury - Official Statement I 

AUST. TAX MAY NOT WORK 


A SENIOR Australian Treasury Depart¬ 
ment official told the Royal Commis¬ 
sion on Thursday that he thought a be¬ 
nign Australian Government might find 
it best not to "go whole hog" in bring¬ 
ing Norfolk into the Australian taxation 
system, and would perhaps leave the 
Island with the power to have its own 
customs duties and taxes. 

Mr. John Stokes, Assistant Secretary 
at the Works and Mainland Territories 
Branch of the Department, said "there 
would be many difficulties if the Isl¬ 
and were to be brought fully within 
the Australian Government tax system." 
He said it appeared that from the 

ADMIN TO SEAL 
HEARTBREAK RD. 

LONGRIDGE'S "Beefsteak Rd. ” -or 
"Windy Alley”, as it used to be call¬ 
ed - has been approved by the Ad¬ 
min for sealin g.. 

Residents recently 
protested against the 
dust by digging tren¬ 
ches across the road. 

Work will start as 
soon as paving has 
been done at the 
hospital and on Sel- 
wyn Pine Rd. 

Depending on the 
demands of lighterage work, these 
should be finished by mid-month. 

.. . Don’t 

15 YOUNG Pitcairners write P.3 
ADMIN RISES worry Council P. 5 
EMILY BAY gets new road P. 6 
INTERVIEW with Sir John Nimmo P.8 
RADIO schedule P. 14 


standpoint of financial viability, it 
may be possible to steer a middle path 
between Norfolk independence and 
complete integration with Australia. 

Mr. Stokes was reporting on a study 
(turn to page seven, please) 


ROW OVER‘LEAVE 

THE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION Com¬ 
mittee's "open letter" to Council on 
immigration matters was read into 
Royal Commission evidence by Mr. 
Graham Hitchins last week. 

He said he did not disagree with 
Cr. Richard Bataille that personal and 
confidential information should re¬ 
main confidential, but that immigra¬ 
tion decisions should be publicly an¬ 
nounced. 

Among immigration decisions ques¬ 
tioned by Mr. Hitchins was a require¬ 
ment that Mrs. Evelyn Soper had to 
leave the Island and come back if she 
wished to change the location of her 
afternoon teas from Music Valley to 
Mr. Danny Lusk’s garden. 

Mr. Hitchins said Mr. Leon Evans, 

Nimmo doubt 

IS NORFOLK PART of Australia? 

Sir John Nimmo is not sure yet 
whether it is or not. He says the Is¬ 
land's constitutional position is the 
main question he has. SEE P. 8 

Miss: —— - 

EDITORIAL, BUTCH P.15 
BUSINESS, AIR SCHEDULE P.16 
FOXY'S SKETCHBOOK P.17 
LETTER FROM HOME P.18 
"dars NORFOLK" P.19 



PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 



TWO NEW STAMPS commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the launching 
of the "Resolution" go on sale today. 
For a look at the launching photo, 
from which the 25ft sump was drawn, 
see "dars Norfolk” on page 19. 


ISLAND 1 RULING 

owner of Music Valley, had "quite 
properly" given Mrs. Soper notice 
that he wanted to end her tenancy, 
but that it seemed unfair she should 
have to leave the Island. 

Mr. Hitchins said he understood that 
(turn to page three, please) 

INSURANCE PLAN 
MAY BE OUTED 

THE NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE 
Group's accident compensation scheme 
for Norfolk, recommended in prin¬ 
ciple by Council, could be made tt- 
dundant by a proposed new Austral¬ 
ian law. 

The National Compensation Bill 
1974 was introduced in the House of 
Representatives before die Labor 
Government was removed from office. 

It is proposed to extend to Norfolk 
Island if it becomes law, and will be 
considered by Council at its meeting 
Wednesday. 

The Bill is based on recommenda¬ 
tions by Mr. Justice Woodhouse follow¬ 
ing a Royal Commission in Australia, 

It is patterned after the "no fault" 
national scheme in New Zealand, 
under which the Government compen¬ 
sates anyone hurt at work or in a car 
accident, without requiring any proof 
that an employer or a driver was at 
fault. 








FM 


means fabulous music 




The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 




'Out of sight, out of ilnd 1 


WE ARE THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE, T0UN6 ISLANDERS 
TRAINING ON MAINLAND TELL ROYAL COMMISSION 


A LETTER TO the Royal Commis¬ 
sion accuses the Council of failing in 
its duty to keep jobs open for young 
Islanders. 

The letter is signed by 15 Islanders 
who either have started training on 
the mainland for jobs or who have 
finished training. 

The signatories say they are 'out of 
sight, out of mind'. 

They say the Administrator and 
Immigration Committee are abusing 
the Immigration Ordinance, and de¬ 
plore granting residency status to 
mainlanders holding jobs for which 
the Islanders are qualifying. 

"It is time the Norfolk Island 
Council shouldered the responsibil¬ 
ity of planning a future which in¬ 
cludes the preservation of opportun¬ 
ities for Norfolk Islanders in the land 
of their heritage" the letter asserts. 

Here is the letter; 

"We die undersigned are all of Pit¬ 
cairn descent, with parents and fam¬ 
ily resident on Norfolk Island. 

"Our purpose in coming to Aust¬ 
ralia is to serve apprenticeships, 
cadetships, etc., in a variety of 
trades. 

"We feel that with the Immigra¬ 
tion Ordinance (Norfolk Island) be¬ 
ing abused by the Administrator and 
the Immigration Committee of Coun¬ 
cil we are being treated as 'out of 
sight, out of mind. ’ 

"We deplore the fact that main- 

| Immigration | 

if the Administration does not recon¬ 
sider this requirement, Mr. Lusk in¬ 
tends taking the matter to the Supreme 
Court. 

This course of action would be taken, 
according to Mr. Hitchins, because 
the normal avenues for asking a review 
have been found ineffective in the past. 
When referees have been asked to re¬ 
consider an immigration matter, he 
said, they have come down on the 
Administration side; and when appeals 
are sent to the Minister, he replies 
that he relies on theAdministrator's 
advice. 

Mr. Hitchins also cited the case of 
three secretaries who had left the em¬ 
ployment of McIntyres recently. Two 
of them had then been hired by the 
Administration, without having to 
leave the Island and return. 

"There seems to be one law for one 
person, and another law for another 
lerson, " Mr. Hitchins told Sir John 
Mimmo. 


landers at present filling positions 
for which we have been aiming for 
years are applying for, and actually 
being GRANTED residency status. 

"This is the birthright of the de¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairners and 
should be, indeed, theirs only and 
not negotiable. 

"With the island so small, and the 
opportunities so limited, we feel 
that these opportunities should be 
kept open at all times for Norfolk 
Islanders training now and in the fu- 

"The attached list of apprentices 
will grow year by year as more and 
more Norfolk Island boys and girls 
take up the discipline and respon¬ 
sibilities associated with higher ed¬ 
ucation and trade training. 

'Training facilities are not avail¬ 
able on the island, but the jobs are 
there and while we are away train¬ 
ing for them we expect the Immigra¬ 
tion Committee to remember WHY 
we are away from home and to 
cease issuing residency status to any¬ 
body in a position which could be 
filled by Norfolk Islanders, either 
now or in die future. 

"It is time the Norfolk Island 
Council shouldered the responsibil¬ 
ity of planning a future which in¬ 
cludes the preservation of opportun¬ 
ities for Norfolk Islanders in die land 
of their Heritage." 

The letter to the Commission was 
signed R. Grube, Richard Chapman, 
N. McCoy, G.F. McCoy, A. Patter* 
son, N. Christian, K. Davies, 

B.W. Randall, David McCoy, Lewis 
Quintal, N. McCoy, D. Adams, 

B. Adams, J. Christian and Boy 
Adams. 

The list referred to in the letter 
disclosed that a total of 33 young 
Islanders were away for training, 
with three already qualified and 
waiting return. 

Only three of the 33 were del cri- 
bed as not of Pitcairn descent. 


Both Courts sit 

COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS will 
sit tomorrow at 10am to hear six 
traffic cases, a debt case and a pro¬ 
hibition matter. 

Supreme Court will commence its 
sitting Thursday, with Mr. Justice 
Joske scheduled to arrive on the 
Island Wednesday. 

There were no court sittings last 
week. 
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j~~ NEWS was there ~] 

} IN THE FINAL two weeks of hear- j 
I ings of the Royal Commission, a i 
| number of highly important issues 
I were brought to light. i 

| Although official transcripts will | 
i not be available for some time, ■ 

| the News covered all sittings in J 
I the past two weeks. '{ 

I As our notes are die only com- i 
I prehensive record of the sittings . 

I available on the Island, we are de- I 
{ voting more space than usual to I 
J reporting them, this week and . 

j next. In order to do this we are o- | 
j mitting some regular News fea- j 
J tures, which will re-appear from j 
! ^December 15th. j 

Cowls$ion packs op 
...and they all had 
a wonderful time 

FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT sent 
from Australia for the hearings of the 
Royal Commission on the Island will 
be handed over to the Admin. 

This was announced by the Royal 
Commissioner, Sir John Nimmo, at 
the end of the hearings on the Island. 

The hearings ended pleasantly as 
Mr. Neil MclntyTe thanked the Com¬ 
mission on behalf of the Island. Dur¬ 
ing his reply. Sir John said he would 
be remiss if he did not pay tribute to 
the way in which the Island has res¬ 
ponded to requests and appeals made 
from time to time for people to come 
forward. 

"All concerned with the Royal 
Commission have greatly enjoyed the 
beauty and tranquility of Norfolk 
Island" Sir John said. 

"I doubt if any Royal Commission 
in the history of Australia has sat in 
more delightful surroundings." 

He added; "We have enjoyed our¬ 
selves to the full, and are indeed 
very grateful to all concerned for 
making our visit to the Island so en¬ 
joyable and, of course, memorable." 

Counsel assisting the Commission. 
Mr. Cedric Hampson Q. C. said this 
was his sixth Royal Commission. 

"It's about the same number for 
the Island" he said. 

His views would not please everyone, 
Mr. Hampson observed. 

"To do so on this Island would re¬ 
quire 1600 views" Mr. Hampson added. 

Despite different opinions in some 
quarters on what was the proper role 
of Counsel at a Royal Commission, he 
had the utmost co-operation, and was 
grateful for the hospitality he had en¬ 
joyed on the quiet, beautiful island. 
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CASIO TECHNOLOGY 
AT NORFOLK ISLAND PRICES! 

with a fall year 1 s 
Warranty 


NEW froi the 
world ! s leading 
manufacturer of 
quality personal 
calculators 


Casio 
"Pbcket-M1n1" 

only 122.00 



also: Casio "Memory 8A" with independent memory only $25*00 

and even more advanced models for engineers, mathematicians 



Master Distributor: 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. HTZPATRtCK 






Norfolk Council insists 

WE CAN AFFORD SELF-GOVERNMENT, AND HERE'S HOW 

WE'D CUT COSTS AND RAISE THE MONEY NEEDED 


NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL does 
not believe Admin employees should 
automatically get mainland public 
service wage rises in future. 

This point was among several rais¬ 
ed in answer to questions from the 
Commission as to how Norfolk would 
find the money to be self-governing. 

The submission stated: 

"The Council believes that the 
present policy of tying Admin, staff 
wages to the Commonwealth Public 
Service rates is inflationary and does 
not take sufficient account of the tax 
loading of those rates. 

"Wages should be adjusted to re¬ 
flect local conditions." 

streamline Admin 

The Council also cited the Palm¬ 
er Report of 1973, aimed at deter¬ 
mining the optimum staffing of the 
Admin. 

"This recommended further staff 
increases, apparently without regard 
for work load", Council noted, and 
labelled the increases extravagant. 

And Council included a graph 
showing the number of Admin, em¬ 
ployees in relation to population for 
the period 1925 to 1975. 

"In the light of this increase, the 
Council could seek independent ad¬ 
vice on the streamlining of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Administration along 
business lines" the submission said. 

The Council was still considering 
hiring consultants to brush up the 
Admin, operation and its undertakings 
such as electricity, philately and 
liquor sales, as well as financial mat¬ 
ters. 

However, the President of Commit¬ 
tees, Councillor Richard Bataille, under 
cross-examination, maintained that 
present Admin pay of 90 per cent of 


Kelly was here 

MR. ATHOL KELLY, the Australian 
Labor Government’s choice as Nor¬ 
folk's next Administrator, visited the 
Island last week. 

While his status as the Administra¬ 
tor-designate is up in the air until 
Australia elects its new Government, 
Mr. Kelly met many people during 
his visit, saw much of the Island, and 
arranged a tour of Government House 
- - of which he took photos, to show 
Mrs. Kelly. 


Australian public service rates was 
just right. 

He had been asked by the Commi¬ 
ssioner, Sir John Nimmo, if Admin 
staff were at present overpaid. 

Sir John then asked if the present 
wages were, inflationary. 

No, they weren't, Councillor 
Bataille said, at the time. 

"This is what I can't follow", Sir 
John said. 

Councillor Bataille agreed that 
some inflationary pressure could come 
from wages in the private sector try¬ 
ing to keep up with Admin rates. 

Earlier, Councillor Bataille said 
that if all the work force adopted the 
90 per cent of the corresponding 
Australian wage, Norfolk would find 
the cost of living skyrocket overnight. 
Instead of paying 56 cents for a kilo 
of sugar, the price would be 75c 
in a very short period. 

Had there been any indication of 
this up to date, Sir John inquired. 

"There have been a few murmurs" 
Councillor Bataille said. It was some¬ 
thing the Council would have to look 
at in future. 

Sir John said the only evidence at 
this stage involving ability to pay 
higher wages was that retailers were 

higher wages 

marking up goods somewhere in the 
vicinity of 42 per cent. 

On those figures, he didn't think 
the private sector was approaching 
bankruptcy. 

Counsel assisting the Commission, 
Cedric Hampson, Q. C., suggested 
low wages in the private sector might 
depress the living standards of Islan¬ 
ders in, say, the accommodation in¬ 
dustry. 

Councillor Bataille said wages 
there were $1 an hour living in, or 
$1. 50 living out. 

"I don't think you'd find many 
employees in Australia on those 
wages" he said. 

In a submission that was some¬ 
times aggressively critical of pre¬ 
sent Australian administration of 
Norfolk affairs, the Council suggest¬ 
ed that the statement of costs in - 
curred by various Canberra depart¬ 
ments and presented to the Commis¬ 
sion by the Department of Capital 
Territories was inflated. 

The airport should pay for itself, 
(turn to page six, please) 


The Pitcairn people 
have nothing 
against Australia 

THREE WRITTEN submissions to 
the Royal Commission were read out 
by the Secretary Mr. Lyn Dudley on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Tom Adams w rote a strong plea 
for the preservation of Norfolk's re¬ 
lationship with Australia, the Island 
way of life, and the character and 
strength of the Pitcairn lineage. 

"People of Pitcairn lineage have 
nothing against Australia," he said. 
Complaints came from "people who 
have come amongst us", he felt, 
adding that "if these people do not 
like our Island the way it is, they 
should pack with haste and return 
from whence they came". 

He recommended that steps be 
taken to prevent persons from other 
lands buying land, and believed re¬ 
strictions should have been placed on 
speculators years ago. 

Mr. Adams said that people of 
Pitcairn descent who regarded Nor¬ 
folk as home should be free to come 
and go as they wish, and that stu - 
dents studying abroad should be f ble 
to return and follow their chosen 
occupation here, without finding that 
all opening? have been filled by 
others. 

Mr. David Venning wrote that he 
feared the Pitcairn way of life hod 
changed quickly in the past 20 years, 
and people's "culture is being torn 
from their grasp". 

Everyone of Pitcairn descent should 
be entitled to one acre of land, he 
believed. 

He thought the introduction of 
Australian income tax would be a 
good thing because "it would sort out 
who cares". 

Eliza Clarkson wrote that while no 
one on die Island was destitute, '.t 
seemed wrong that elderly persors 
should go to the hospital and be crea¬ 
ted in an ordinary way, along with 
all other patients. 

She mentioned an Island dilemma 
-- that the present population is prob¬ 
ably too small to afford proper water, 
sewerage and garbage disposal s; stems 
-- but that if it had them, the Island 
could support a greater population 
than it does. 

She suggested a small tax on wages, 
but not on fixed retirement incomes; 
a small tax on luxuries; and supj ort 
from the tourist industry for imp ov- 
ing roads such as the one to the Cap¬ 
tain Cook monument. 
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Budget for self-governaent 
CODICIL FEELS TWO POLICEMEN IS EN006H 



X 

H 


and if there was a deficit passengers 
would be liable for a surcharge. 

For instance, a $15 charge would 
bring in $300, 000 a year. 

Upgrading should be limited to 
what was needed for an F.28, and 
the Council believed the real cost 
would be $1 million, rather than the 
$2.9 million suggested by the De¬ 
partment of T ransport. 

Bringing magistrates from Canberra 
to hear local cases was an unnecessary 
expense. Council believed. 

The school was not understaffed, 
and three policemen for the Island 
was one too many. 

Council proposed to trim the cost 
of its new generating plant by $40, 000. 

The submission questioned the 
Australian Postal Commission for 
charging a commission of 35 per cent 
on sales of Norfolk stamps on Australia, 
with Nauru charged only 12 per cent. 

The Council also criticised the de¬ 
lay in approval of three revenue rais¬ 
ing ordinances - - the airport depart¬ 
ure tax, absentee land owners levy 
and increased Works call. 

In reply to a question about social 
services, the Council said superannua¬ 
tion schemes were to be submitted by 
two insurance companies. 

Norfolk Bank 

Discussing new means of raising 
money, the Council suggested: 

. special imposts such as stamp 
duty on cheques 

. a wide variety of licence fees 

. setting up a Bank of Norfolk 
Island 

. building a hotel and leasing it 

. leasing land on a profit-sharing 
basis 

No payment would be made towards 
Australian defence. 

The Council said it wanted power to 
make laws for Norfolk and final say on 
what Australian laws apply here. 

On the Island economy, the Coun¬ 
cil suggested growing avocadoes and 
macadamias; making jams, chutneys 
and preserved fruit, and making wines 
and brandies from fruit. 

During Councillor Bataille's sub¬ 
mission he was assisted by Councillors 
Blucher, McIntyre, McKenzie and 
Snell. 

The Council also criticised sub¬ 
missions made by many Australian 
government departments. 

The rights to oil and minerals off 
Norfolk belonged to the people of 
Norfolk Island, the Council said. 


Whether or not Norfolk was actually 
a territory of Australia should be de¬ 
termined by the people of Norfolk. 

Any suggestion that Norfolk be in¬ 
cluded in the mainland of Australia 
was objectionable in the extreme. 

The requirement for some shops 
only to pay Australian tax was des¬ 
cribed as indefensible. 

tax danger 

Payment of Australian taxes gen¬ 
erally would inflate the cost of tourist 
services to a dangerous degree. 

In any case, such taxation would be 
against the wishes of the Norfolk 
people. 

The Council disagreed with the 
Department of Education that Island 
schooling was inadequate, and said 
money was not the solution to all 
problems. 

It was wrong to control education 
from 1000 miles away. 

On the Butland Report, the Council 
said that Professor Butland's stated aim 
of seeing Norfolk built into a model 
community gave rise to the suspicion 
that he meant a community like Can¬ 
berra. 

Such a model was too planned, too 
orderly and too mainland in conception 
for the wishes of the Norfolk people. 

Council supported the Island's duty¬ 
free shops, and faulted the Butland 
Report's contention that customs pay¬ 
ments contributed only a small amount 
to revenue. 

Islanders liked the duty-free shops 
as well as the tourists. 

Road beautified 
past Emily Bay 

THE NEW ACCESS road to the Pt. 
Hunter end of Emily Bay, winding 
through sand dunes and pines, will 
gradually be beautified as casuarina 
trees are planted and grass re-estab¬ 
lishes on the dunes. 

Deputy Administrator C.I. Buffett 
says he expects the new road to be¬ 
come a scenic addition to the Island, 
and an attractive playground area. 

The former access road, winding 
through the golf course, has been 
fenced off, although a stile over the 
fence will still allow people on foot 
from the Paradise Hotel to walk more 
or less directly to die beach. 
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| TREASURY £T5?.J 

his Department had compiled trying 
to forecast what the revenue and costs 
of the Island would be under various 
forms of government. He said the 
study showed that forecasts could be 
made only on the basis of many 
assumptions, which were far from 
reliable. 

He said it was simply not possible 
to set out in summary form the costs 
and revenues of the various options. 
This was because of major areas of un¬ 
certainty, including: 

-- A local government might not 
want to adopt Australian standards of 
service, which "could be at a higher 
standard than would otherwise be 
sought by a self-reliant community". 

-- Some costs may not be compar¬ 
able, depending on whether a service 
is carried out on the Island or on the 
mainland. 

-- Norfolk statistics are not as com¬ 
plete as Australia's. 

-- "Second-round effects", for ex¬ 
ample: if income tax were assessed, 
some people may leave the Island; 
if Australian taxes were applied, tour¬ 
ist good sales could fall greatly; tour¬ 
ist activity could decline if "duty¬ 
free" shopping disappeared. 

It appeared reasonable to assume 


that there would be a major drop in 
sales of radio accessories, spirits, 
jewellery, watches and photographic 
equipment if Australian rates of duty 
applied, Mr. Stokes told the Commis¬ 
sion. 

In reply to questioning from Coun¬ 
sel Cedric Hampson, he said that 
Treasury had not applied any embar¬ 
go on Norfolk spending, as had been 
suggested by a previous witness. Treas¬ 
ury had no power to do such a thing, 
he said. But when Treasury had no¬ 
ticed several Australian Departments 
were thinking of major expenditures re¬ 
lated to Norfolk, Treasury had used 
its "financial watchdog" role to "gently 
and in a benign way direct the matter 
into the Cabinet room. ” 

This could possibly have given rise 
to the Royal Commission's being set up, 
Mr. Stokes felt. 

Mr. Hampson asked whether Mr. Stokes 
could suggest how the various claims 
by airlines and aircraft manufacturers 
could be impartially weighed, in plan¬ 
ning the Island's future air service. 

Mr. Stokes replied that he thought the 
necessary expertise was available in 
the Bureau of Transport Economics, 
which he described as an "outrider" 
of the Department of Transport. He 
added that he thought it rather cur¬ 
ious that the Environmental Impact 


Study had considered only a small 
range of aircraft, and had not looked 
at other planes such as the F-28. 

Some of the "guesstimated" figures 
mentioned by Mr. Stokes included: 

-- A sewerage system for the Island 
would cost $500, 000; a water reticula¬ 
tion system $300, 000; and a garbage 
disposal system $50, 000. 

-- If the school were extended to in¬ 
clude 5th and 6th forms and a library, 
the capital cost would be $457, 000 -- 
or $260, 000 if transportable classrooms 
were used. 

-- Social services and Medibank 
could cost $500, 000 a year. 

-- Australian income taxes might 
raise $100, 000 a year from an estimat¬ 
ed 700 taxpaying persons and compan¬ 
ies. 

-- Estate and gift duties at Austral¬ 
ian rates might raise $20, 000 a year. 

-- Sales Tax would be $800, 000 a 
year if imports remained the same -- 
but it was likely they would decline. 

- - Excise duties on spirits, aviation 
fuel etc. would be $120, 000 a year on 
present usage -- but, again, present 
usage could be expected to drop, per¬ 
haps substantially. 

- - If Norfolk operated the airport 
entirely on its own, a $500, 000-a-year 
administrative structure would be need¬ 
ed. 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the mainland 


^FASTEST S »ST FREQUENT 1 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA | 



Flights Leave 
MONDAY 8.30am 


BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA. FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


WEDNESDAY 2pm 


LORO HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 


SATURDAY 8.30au 
SUNDAY 8.30am 


ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 


I DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 

THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 

( CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 

ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 

PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 

| Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 

| CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BfJRNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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Interview with Sir John Niiroo: 

THE COMMISSION HEARINGS ARE OVER - NOW THE HARD WORK BEGINS 


AS THE FINAL PUBLIC HEARINGS 
IN THE ROYAL COMMISSION INTO 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S FUTURE DREW 
TO A CLOSE, SIR JOHN NIMMO 
TALKED WITH THE "NEWS" ABOUT 
HIS TASK IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. 
HERE IS A REPORT OF WHAT HE 
SAID, BASED ON A TAPE OF THE 
CONVERSATION. 

AT THIS POINT of time there are 
248 exhibits... 140 witnesses (some 
of whom, as you know, have given 
evidence more than once)... there 
are eight confidential exhibits... 
and there would be another 30 sub¬ 
missions sent in by people who were 
unable to attend the hearings. 

The procedure from now on will 
be that Counsel assisting will en¬ 
gage upon the preparation of a sum¬ 
ming up of their views upon the terms 
of reference. Their views are com¬ 
pletely independently based. When 
they have completed the task they 
will send over a copy of their views 
to me. It will be incorporated in 


the transcript, and a number of cop¬ 
ies of it will be sent to the Island -- 
again, with a renewed invitation 
that interested people on the Island, 
or organisations, may comment on 
the views expressed by the Barristers. 

With a lot of Royal Commissions, 
the Barristers assisting the Royal Com - 
mission give a final address; but in 
this case, because of a variety of 
factors really, I came to the con¬ 
clusion that if they gave an oral ad¬ 
dress, in the absence of Barristers 
appearing for interested persons and 
organisations on Norfolk Island, there 
wouldn’t be an adequate opportunity 
for the Island population to reply to 
the address - an oral address by 
Senior Counsel, Cedric Hampson. 

I felt in order to give more interes¬ 
ted people the maximum opportun¬ 
ity to examine what Counsel had to 
say -- they'd have had to wait for 
copies of it to comment on it, and 
then they mightn't have had time to 
delve into the implications of what 


was said; it occurred to me that this 
would be, from the Island people's 
point of view, the fairest way for 
them to examine fully, and comment 
fully, on anything Counsel had come 
up with. 

A Royal Commission is an unusual 
procedure. Counsel work independent¬ 
ly of me. (Of course they tell me 
what witnesses they’re going to call). 
While they're appointed to assist, 
they're independent parties to the in¬ 
quiry. They are, as I am, free of 
any Government influences or in¬ 
fluences of the Departments, or influ¬ 
ences of individuals, and would in 
the same way as I would, reject vig¬ 
orously any attempt at influence or 
pressure from anybody; so I would be 
as interested, naturally, to know 
what their views are on the various 
matters raised by the terms of refer¬ 
ence, as the islanders will be. And 
just as Australian Government can re¬ 
ject recommendations that I put up, 

I can reject recommendations that 
(turn to page 13, please) 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you’re most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please; make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureaus or write the News, P. O. BojHW. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offesing a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm — on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer.hours 
than that. Mail Is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 



on Norfolk 


MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 
T UESDAY 

, Film, Paradise Hotel 
| Film. Leagues Club 
! Darts, R. S. L. Club 
i WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
. N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
1 Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there ban be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree m< 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)I 
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stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 












NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Reoenber Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to l.p.m,, and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi- Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority NJ. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
"rW+An* 9. 30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-? : a 
UUvlUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting 1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P.QBox 94. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.3Gpm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
.appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlos, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time’ there was question of 
whether Sydney i~ New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 
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must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the "Beunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. • 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian’s time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
llam and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
iSEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 






TTTough! 
and smoooth 

Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band portable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 

Features ■ 6 bands-FM, MW, SW„ SWj, SW„, SW, ■ Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 6-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW ■ 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control ■ Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch ■ Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. ■ An 
1C for great reliability 8nd stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 


Research Makes the Difference 




01 D IALBJ continued 

OI n JUnn from P. 8 

assisting Counsel put up. 

The invitation to interested organ¬ 
isations and people on the Island to 
offer their comments on Counsel’s 
views will state they are to express 
their comments in writing and send 
them to the Secretary of the Com¬ 
mission. 

The time factor is important in 
this thing. Had the political situa¬ 
tion in Australia - - now known as 
the ""Constitutional crisis" -- not 
taken place, we would have had 
our team of stenographer-typists; 
very efficient people from the Attor¬ 
ney-General's Department would 
have given us transcripts at the end 
of each day; whereas all this tape 
stuff has now got to be transcribed 
on the mainland and may not be 
ready for weeks - because we haven’t 
got a relay of stenographers sitting 
in for 20 minutes and dictating 
straight onto the typewriters, these 
tapes go on for two hours, and you've 
got one girl sitting at a typewriter. 

Coupled with the time it's going 
to take to transcribe from the tapes 
the evidence that's been received 
the last fortnight, you've got the 
Law Vacation coming up in Decem¬ 
ber. I should imagine that Cedric 
Hampson in particular has had a 
particularly heavy year, and I 
would suppose he would take a 
month’s break; it might even be 
longer, I don't know what they do 
in Queensland. 

Whereas we had hoped to get the 
Hampson-Gallup summation over to 
the Island by the end of 1975, it's 
doubtful now it will reach the Island 
before the end of February. And 
then we'll have to allow a reason¬ 
able time for comment* from the 
Island -- what do you think, a 
month? I don't think it could be 
any less than a month, by the time 
they read it, and examine it, and 
if they want to have meetings, you 
have to organise that. It couldn’t 
be less than a month. 

”1 have already cob- 
aenced ay soaning op" 

AsT far as I’m personally concerned, 
when I haven't been dealing with 
evidence - - that's between sessions, 
here and on the mainland - - I have al¬ 
ready commenced my summing up of 
the transcripts, which with the evi¬ 
dence taken from the Island in this 
fortnight now exceeds 4, 000 pages. I 
have been examining it, and of course 


the exhibits, and I’ve also been engaged 
in historical research into the advent of 
die Pitcairners on Norfolk Island; and 
the legal problems, the Constitutional 
position - although it's only a small 
Island, with a small population, it's 
got some very very difficult Consti¬ 
tutional problems to resolve. 

In all honesty and fairness, I can't 
see myself being in a position to de¬ 
liver my report and recommendations 
to the Australian Government before 
the middle of the year. I think it 
will be in the second half. I don't 
think I can do it in the first half. 

But you never know, I trust I’ll 
continue to be free of bench obli¬ 
gations. It's a very interesting situa¬ 
tion, because whatever Government 
is in power after the election, one 
has no contact with it, has no idea 
what Government thinking might be 
on this. 

n iore legal probless 
than continents.,.” 

This little Island has more legal 
problems than continents. This is a 
real challenge. I'm fascinated by the 
situation here. 

Q; In February you said you had never 
been here before, and all you knew 
of Norfolk Island was that you had 
read three of Merval Hoare's books. 

You must have learned a bit more 
about Norfolk since then. 

A: Since then I’ve read every read¬ 
ily available book about Pitcairn 
Island and about Norfolk Island. I 
spent a week in the Mitchell Library 
in Sydney reading books written on 
the Island, and manuscripts going 
back to Governor Denison’s day. In 
this connection, I've very grateful 
to a num'er of people on the Island 
who've lent me books on the Island. 

Q: In February you said you had 
been asked to recommend, or to 
advise on, a Constitution for Norfolk 
Island. Do you still see your task 
that way? 

A; Yes, but insofar as I can advise, 
it will depend on what Norfolk's 
legal position is. Some legal opin¬ 
ions presented by witnesses have 
said Norfolk Island is still a Crown 
Colony. Suppose that were the posi¬ 
tion; but suppose 1 thought Norfolk 
Island would be better integrated 
with Australia - please don't get the 
idea that that is my thinking - I 
have a great deal of study still to do 
and have reached no conclusions as 
yet -- but if I were to conclude that, 

I'd have to advise Australia, in this 
purely hypothetical thinking, to ask 


the Imperial Parliament to pass new 
legislation, to annex Norfolk to 
Australia, as it was annexed to Tas¬ 
mania in the 19th Century. 

A lot of die vital questions turn on 
this constitutional issue - - very much 
so -- but I will be, to answer your 
question, advising the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment on its future relation to Nor¬ 
folk Island. I've got an open mind 
at this stage. It's going to take weeks 
to go through the transcript, and then 
you've got to think - -of course, once 
you get on the job, you live the thing, 
you’re thinking of it day and night 
until you've finished it. 

Q: In February you said "I will be 
seeking a Constitution that is going 
to be acceptable to the people of 
Norfolk Island. Perhaps the most 
important thing I've got to find out 
is, what way of life do the people 
of this Island wish for die future?" 

Do you still feel that's the most 
important thing to consider? 

A; Yes, I certainly do. 

Q: Originally you were going to 
make your report to the Minister for 
the Capital Territory. Is that still 
the situation? 

A; No, I report now to the Governor- 
General. I have nothing to do with 
the Minister. No -- as a matter of 
fact, as a Royal Commission, it's 
under the administration of the De¬ 
partment of the Special Minister of 
State. It’s got nothing to do with the 
Capital Territory. In fact the whole 
cost of the Royal Commission is borne 
by the Department of the Special Min¬ 
ister of State. It's completely in¬ 
dependent. 

"the first great 
problei Is..." 

Q: What would you say are the 
principal difficulties ahead of you? 

A; The first great problem is to de¬ 
termine what the constitutional status 
of Norfolk Island is at present. And 
when that has been determined, to 
ascertain as far as possible from the 
evidence and exhibits the predom¬ 
inant views of the -- what I want to 
say is, to find out the measure of 
consensus that exists among the peo¬ 
ple of the Island as to what the fu¬ 
ture of the Island should be. 

Q: A lot of people, not all but a 
lot, on the Island appear to feel that 
it is a very complicated question, 
and that as far as their own lives are 
concerned it's a very important de¬ 
cision, and they can't think of any¬ 
thing better than to put it into your 
(next page, please) 
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SIR JOHN 


hands, and wish you well. 

A: I appreciate the confidence that 
-- you know, that some people have 
expressed - - that they will get an 
independent and honest decision. 
That’s how it ought to be, anyway - 
but they will, because I am not 
politically minded. One must do 
what he in all conscience believes to 
be right in relation to a task entrusted 
to him. 

the hard work of the 
Royal Comission 

I’m looking forward to the task of 
analysing and assessing the evidence 
and the exhibits and engaging in the 
necessary historical and legal research; 
and while it is going to be the hard 
work of the Royal Commission, it's 
going to be a very real challenge, 
and I’m deeply conscious that the 
mode of life and the aspirations of 
the present inhabitants of this Island, 
and future generations, are going to 
depend on - - in the first place, the 


conclusions that I reach, and in the 
second place, of course, the more 
important place, the extent to which 
recommendations made by me are 
accepted and implemented by the 
Australian Government. 

"you only please 
one side..," 

Q: As you leave for Sydney, it 
would appear that you would not have 
one enemy on this Island.. 

A; Well, that's very kind of you.. 

Q: But if you come back, after your 
recommendations, you will have 
plenty. 

A: To put it in more colloquial 
language, as Mr. Pickerd said to me, 
"You know, the feed-back from the 
Royal Commission is very good. ” He 
said "The people have got complete 
confidence in you," He said, "Of 
course when you deliver your report, 
there’ll be a great body of people 
who say, 'Well, what a so-and-so he 
turned out to be! ”' Of course you 
know, when you judge even an ordin¬ 
ary civil case, you only please one 
side. 

Q: There's a winner and a loser. 

A; There’s always a winner and a 
loser. 


RADIO NORFOLK — DEC 1-7 

' frequency, 1670 KHZ. 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World S Local: 8.30 Wbrld & 
Local: 10. Local; 12. Local: 1 


MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Music Round-, 
about CDaphne5 

10.00 Local News 
10, 05 Petula (Part 7) 

10.45 Morn, serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
12.00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
1.00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 
10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Vanity Fair 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 

10.05 Where "Angels Fear 
to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Intern'l Call 
1.00 News 


TH URSDAY 
V.QO Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Arts Magazine 

10.00 Local News (Kathy) 

10. 05 Inspector West 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Music (Beryl) 

10.00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


Wcrld J Local 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 
12.00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 

Another Country 

1.15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 
10.00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 
1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 Top 10 

2.00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

S UNDAY 

4.00 Music (Paphnfp 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8. 00 Don Juan (21), 

8.15 Play: The Lion & The 

Jewel 

9.45 Music 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 

late in the day on 

Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we. don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as ; 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- 
iVAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
‘ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

14 




Letter 


Perhaps you can help me. 

Today I bought a postcard of the 
women of the Island dressed to cele¬ 
brate Anniversary Day. Try as I may 
I cannot see them thus. 

1 see them with the flowers of the 
oak tree shimmering in their hair; I 
hear their soft and lilting voices 
singing melodies of sea and hill and 
mountain while their bodies sway to 
rhythms dictated by the isle of their 
birth. 

And I want to hear the music of the 
names of those very first Tahitian 
women that the women in the photo¬ 
graph were trying to portray; this is 
proving far more difficult that one 
could imagine. For the same strange 
way in the melodies of those early 
names one senses the intertwining des¬ 
tiny of Cook lured back to his third 
and fateful voyage. 

Bet. Tanner. 


We acknowledge with thanks an 
anonymous contribution of $5 sent 
to the Hospital Board in care of 
the News. 


EDITORIAL 


IT COULD BE eight or nine months before we know what Royal Commissioner 
Sir John Nimmo believes Norfolk Island's constitutional status is. and what he 
recommends it should be in the future. 

But as the public hearings end some lesser things are known, and they all 
seem to be good. 

We know that an unprecedented collection of information, opinions, docu¬ 
ments and facts about the Island has been gathered together. Copies of the trans¬ 
cripts and exhibits of historical importance will become part of the Island's own 
archives. It is extremely unlikely that this magnificent collection would have 
come together without the Commission. 

We know that people of all shades of opinion have stood up and said what 
they believed was right for the Island... what they believed the Island's strengths 
are... what they were afraid might harm the Island. This has helped people get 
their own thoughts clearer. It has helped people understand and know many 
others on the Island much better than they had before. 

We know that by kind gift of Australia the Museum Building has gained ex¬ 
tremely handsome curtains and carpets, and the Administration has gained a 
variety of other items the Copimission left behind. 

And we know, as confidently as such things can be known, that recommen¬ 
dations for Norfolk Island's future are in the hands of a realistic, even-tempered, 
humane man of great legal experience. Our prayers go with him and our thanks 
go to the entire hard-working staff of die Commission, and to the Government 
that asked them to help put the future of the Island on firm foundations. 
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Business 

'friuay exchange rates ! 


i t 28/11/75 


A$1 bought - 



UK 

£E 

.6161 

NZ 

$NZ 

1.2025 

FRANCE 

F.Fr 

5.562 

H/KONG 

HK$ 

6.288 

JAPAN 

YEN 

378.83 

N’LANDS 

F 

3.355 

SWITZ’D 

S.Fr. 

3.344 

W. GERMANY 

Dm. 

3.275 

FUI 

F$ 

1. 0719 

USA 

US$ 

1.2569 

NOUMEA 

CP.Fr. 

101.16 

NEW GUINEA 


PAR 


{Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 54 27/11/75 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 1976: 1/1; 26/1; 
8/3; 16/4; 19/4; 25/4; 8/6; 14/6; 
11/10; 24/11; 27-8-9/12. 

BUILDING ORDINANCE 19.67 re¬ 
quires Admin approval before you 
may build, alter or change the use 
of many types of buildings. Penalty 
$100 plus $100 per day illegal. 
Inspectors have right to inspect. 

AIR CHARTER service now included 
in 3A(5)(e) of Companies Ordinance. 
$10 WORKS CALL payable before 
22/12. Registration and payment re¬ 
quirements are set out. 

TENDERS for cleaning school next 
year invited by 19/12. 

LIGHTER No. 1 was sold to South 
Pacific Hotel for tendered $75. 

METER READER; D. Hudson apptd. 
SUPREME COURT sits starting 10am 
Thursday, Mr. Justic Joske. 


"COLIN'S FOLLY" STARTS 
TO PULL IN PICTURES 

BURNS PHILP’S TV antenna is prov¬ 
ing to be not merely a bird perch but 
a broadcast-catcher. 

Ross Reynolds says reception is un¬ 
predictable, but that a variety of 
broadcasts is being picked up, some 
in good quality colour. 

A big Philips receiving set in die 
shop has been attracting interested 
watchers when atmospheric conditions 
are right - - often in the late morning. 

Australia’s ABC-2 and the New Zea¬ 
land Government channel have proved 
easiest to pick up so far, he says. 



ommerce 


MORE N.I. BUSINESSES 
LAUNCHED BY N. S I. 

CONTINUED EXPANSION in the 
activities of the partnership of Nobbs 
& Inglis was described by Max Inglis 
at Roy? 1 . Commission hearings last week. 

He said the firm was growing potat¬ 
oes on three Island sites and hoped to 
harvest nine tons of potatoes in Jan¬ 
uary, for sales and processing into 
crinkle-cut chips at the rate of 1500 
pounds a week. 

i Other local suppliers sold potatoes 
to the firm, he said, and potatoes 
were imported only when local sup¬ 
plies were inadequate. 

: "There were 500 bags of potatoes 
harvested that I know of in October, " 
he told the Commission. 

Exports of the processed chips were 
made difficult by a 10-day limit on 
their freshness after processing, but 
Nobbs & Inglis hope to develop an ex¬ 
port market in New Caledonia by using 
new equipment that will partially cook 
the potatoes. 

The firm’s coleslaw production is 
currently 120-130 pounds a week, he 
Said, but cabbage supplies depended 
on rain, and in the absence of rain 
Soon, the local supplier will let the 
firm down for the first time. 

He said ice-cream production was 
about to start, and that enquiries had 
been received from Lord Howe Island 
on the possibility of Norfolk Island 
Airlines’ delivering the ice-cream 
there. 

detergents next 

Nobbs & Inglis are also planning to 
start compounding and bottling bio¬ 
degradable detergents for sale in half- 
gallon container:. Mr. Inglis said the 
freight on fully-imported detergents 
was eight or nine times the cost of die 
basic ingredients. 

' Detergents currently sold for about 
$1.50 a half gallon, he added, and 
Hobbs & Inglis hope their own can 
Come down to as low as $1.10. 

The partners have invested over 
$20,000 in their ventures so far, he 
said, including the cost of tractors 
and other equipment. 

In answer to a question from Sir 
John Nimmo, he said the establish¬ 
ment of a large-scale freezing plant 
on the Island was hampered by a lack 


of co-operation among growers. 

"There’s always a glut of something, 1 
Mr. Inglis said. "At the moment it’s 
zuchinis." 

But he said if there were a snap- 
freezer in operation, excess supplies 
could be preserved, and "gluts 
vouldn’t matter”. 


BROOHHEAD SET TO HAND 
OVER KEYS TO NEW DEPOT 

THE NEW WORKS DEPOT is ex¬ 
pected to be handed over to the Nor¬ 
folk Island Administration this week. 

Executives of Broomhead Construc¬ 
tions, the contractor, were to arrive 
over the weekend for the ceremony. 

The Depot is virtually complete, 
although petrol storage tanks on the 
way from Mobil have for the moment 
gone walkabout in the shipping lanes. 

Tenders for the vehicle shelters 
still to be built have closed, and con¬ 
tracts should be awarded this week. 
Possible cut-backs in the design stan¬ 
dards for the shelters were consider¬ 
ed late last week, as an economy 
measure, but it has been decided to 
keep them to the engineering recom¬ 
mendations originally made. 

The timetable for moving Works 
Department operations into the new 
depot has not yet been set down, but 
the shift will probably happen over a 
period of months. 


CARSO RESTRAINTS OVER 

AIR CARGO RESTRICTIONS have 
been lifted on the Sydney-Norfolk 
route, but Qantas says it will be 
accepting only cargo that will fit in¬ 
to the DC-4 holds. 

In fligjhts November 22-28, Qantas 
brought in 2, 339Kg from Sydney, Air 
New Zealand brought in l,248Kg from 
Auckland, and Norfolk Island Airlines 
brought in 657. 5Kg from Brisbane -- 
in addition to carrying a 146Kg ship¬ 
ment from Brisbane to Lord Howe. 


Flights This Week 


From To From To From To 
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"To market, to market, to buy a 

fat pig. 

Home again, home again, jiggety- 

Ji g-" 

AT LAST IT looks as though we're 
going to have a Paddy’s-style market 
here on Norfolk. It’s the brainwave 
of Jan Christian and Dyann Fitzpatrick. 
Time and again one hears tourists 
asking for souvenirs made on Norfolk 
to take back home as mementoes of 
their holidays. Already a number of 
people have indicated they would be 
interested in manning a stall. The 
idea is that you rent a "site" for a 
nominal fee, display your wares and 
then wait for the rush! The venue 
is to be the Pitcairn Memorial Hall 
on the second and fourth Friday in 
each month from 9 am to 12 noon, 
commencing on Friday, 12th Decem¬ 
ber. Not only will it be terrific for 
tourists but locals too will find it an 
interesting place to spend a morning. 

It is hoped there will be a wide range 
of craftwork for sale and a corner 
where weary shoppers can rest with a 
cup of tea and enjoy some home-made 
baking. 

As the idea catches on Jan and 
Dyann are hoping anyone interested 
will contact either of them for fur¬ 
ther details. 

One couldn’t help feeling like giv¬ 
ing thanks to God last Wednesday, 
Thanksgiving Day. It was a glorious 
warm sunny day, even warm at 
6 o'clock in the morning. All Saints 
Church, with its terrific display of 
produce and stands of corn certainly 
showed why those living on Norfolk 
should be thankful. The Church was 
filled with families, young and old, 
tourists and visitors who joined with 
the choir in singing those favourite 
Thanksgiving hymns "Now Thank We 
All Our God" and "O Lord of Heav’n 
& Earth & Sky". The Rt. Rev. 

D. W.B. Robinson, Bishop of Parra¬ 
matta, was the guest preacher and 
delivered a fine address. Must admit 
though that my concentration at this 
juncture was somewhat interrupted: 

I was trying to prevent two lively 
youngsters from making too much 
noise; After the service the congre¬ 
gation wandered round to die back 
of the Church where the produce was 
being sold. What a variety too - 
huge beetroots and swedes, bunches 


AN OLD THANKSGIVING TRADI¬ 
TION WAS RESTORED THIS YEAR. 
THE BELL IN THE CORNER OF ALL 
SAINTS CHURCH YARD HASN’T 
WORKED FOR THE PAST FEW YEARS 
BUT TUESDAY A CREW FROM THE 
ADMIN FIXED IT AND PUT IT 
BACK UP AGAIN IN TIME TO RING 
A WELCOME TO ALL WHO ATTEN¬ 
DED THE SERVICE NEXT MORNING. 


of green plun, carrots, com, home¬ 
made pickles, potatoes and of course 
some fine examples of Norfolk’s bak¬ 
ing. One had to be quick to buy a 
cake though - they were gone in no 
time. 

As families left the Church grounds 
ties, jackets, socks and shoes were 
being discarded. I bet there weren’t 
many people who spent the rest of the 
day indoors. The sea was perfect and 

Jk/.. .. 

HHB 

ton was a very busy place with boat¬ 
loads of people coming and going. 
Emily Bay was another popular spot. 
The coastline was also dotted with 

figures hopefully dangling a line in 
the water. After such a lovely Thanks 
giving Day what an anticlimax to have 
to face "work” again the next day! 

MINI-ADS CLOSE 11114 n-f AtJcttl PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE 

SATURDAY MORNINGS ilCSW Mi nlUaS MILK BAR, JENSENS. AMY’S - 

Senior shop asst. 

Top wages and conditions for an 
experienced lady assistant at the 

Milk Bar, Ferny Lane. Apply Keith 
or Judy Jarvis. 

Quick photo service 

Black and white or colour in 7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines. 

Part-tine work 

The Milk Bar has a vacancy for a 
shop assistant to work scattered hours. 

Heed weekend typing 

Help produce the News - 6-8 hours 
at times to suit over Fri, Sat, Sun. 
Call in or write Box 94. 

wages* 


Give a book prize 

Each year prizes, in the form of 
books, are awarded for excellence in 
scholastic achievement and effort. 

If any person would likelo join the 
group of donors by giving the price 
of a book, please let the School Prin¬ 
cipal know. 


W MEW® 

Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

Visiting technician? 

If you are able to tune and repair 

IBM Executives, Gestetner duplica¬ 
tors or manual typewriters, equip¬ 
ment at The News will welcome 1 
some attention. We have some took. 

South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
Editorial Contributors this issue: 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Baker 
McCoy, Butch Quintal, VL2NI 
staff. 

Pacific nap 

A few copies left of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing vast 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil¬ 
lip. Mail $1 to Bin 21, Box 94, N. I. 

Type, Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 
Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia. $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened If pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 

TWO COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS have their first day of issue today — both recalling the launching 
of the "Resolution"50 years ago. The 450 stamp shows the vessel under full sail. The 250 stamp shows the 
ceremonial launching at Emily Bay in 1925. Here's the photo the stamp was drawn from : 


# 

4 
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The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 2(ty 
To New Zealand 40> 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across frora the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—.-.-.—— 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message In the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address paneL 
3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted lit 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 







tbb 




latent tourist 
MQimation 
{and roadmap 
I p>-12 





The school sailing group's first 
sea-going sloop took to the water 
at Emily Bay Wednesday. Linda 
Blucher and David Regal are 
leaving shore. 


Norfolk: Love 

ANYONE WHO DOESN'T agree with 
Norfolk's immigration selection meth¬ 
ods ought to leave. 

And the day may be approaching 
when immigration will be allowed 
only as present residents quit the island. 

Chairman of Committees Richard 
Bataille said this at Wednesday's Coun¬ 
cil meeting in reply to an open letter 
from the Citizens'‘ As sociadon. 

"There is no doubt in my mind that 
the Immigration Review Board treats 
all matters before it in a democratic 
manner^' Councillor Bataille said. 


Traffic fines 

IN THE COURT OF Petty Sessions 
last week a 19-year-old man was 
fined $50 after pleading guilty to un¬ 
licensed driving, and put on three 
years recognizance. 

A 15-year-old you* was fined $20 
for unlicensed driving and prevented 
obtainingjl licence for 6 months 

Three motorists were fined $20 
for speeding. 


lICE FIFTEEN 


CENTS. 


Now growers can 

SNAP FREEZE GLUT FOOD 


A large scale commercial snap- 
freezing plant should be operational 
by the weekend. 

The man responsible for the $17, 000 
venture, Mr. John Hooper believes the 
freezer is the first of its kind on 
Norfolk. 

He hopes it can be used to level out 
the shortage-glut cycle that applies 
to much of the fruit and vegetables 
grown on the Island. 

The fully automatic 1200 cubic foot 
snap-freezer can hold 32 tons of 
frozen food. 

A 12 50 cubic foot coolroom alongside 


it or leave it 

"Every application that comes be¬ 
fore it is treated on its merits in 
accordance with laid-down policy. " 

He continued: 

"If there are members of the com¬ 
munity that do not agree with this 
method, as it appears there are, and 
if it is so important to their way of life, 
I suggest they move on to where they 
(turn to page 3, please) 

Supreme Court 

THE SUPREME COURT under Mr. 
Justice Joske began a sitting last Thurs¬ 
day afternoon that was intended to 
run until this Friday, December 12. 

The list included eight divorce 
hearings, 12 civil matters and five 
■probate applications; 


has already aroused interest in Norfolk 
food retailers looking for more storage 
space. 

Mr. Hooper does not plan to manage 
the plant, at Middlegate himself. 

Electrician, Rod Buffett said power 
will be switched on this Wednesday or 
Thursday, and the temperature in the 
freezer should drop to minus 32 
degrees inside two hours. 

"There'll be a few squeals as it 
pulls in" Mr. Hooper predicted-. 

He will then call for tenders for 
operation of the new plant. 

There are several experienced 
freezer operators on Norfolk, Mr. 
Hooper believes. 

Mr. Hooper said he got the idea of 
building a commercial deep freeze 
plant when he thought about the crop 
from his 70 peach trees. 

Almost every year, he noticed, 

(turn to page 3, please) 


More tourists 

TOURIST FIGURE*were up again for Nov¬ 
ember, with a total Of 1534 visitors last 
month against 1289 November last year. 
This is an increase of 245. 

There were also 88 arrivals on private 
planes, according to Tourist Board 
spokesman Thea Fyfe. 

, Broken down into coiintty of origin, 
there were 1063 from Australia (832 
November last year) and 471 from 
New Zealand (437), 


Don’t Miss:- 


Islanders on mainland census 
Fishing base plan out 
Container ship's problems 
Another quarantine poll? 


Letter from home 
Norfplk Living 
Pacific Round 
Queue for tourist beds 







means fabulous music 



KENWOOD 


Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 


^PIONEER 


AKAI 


T • ^ 


wM 


The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 





UP TO DATE CONTAINER CARRIER FINOS PROBLEMS 
UNLOAD IN6 CARSO INTO LIGHTERS OH OPFH SEA 


Karlander's up-to-date container 
carrier '’Hanseat” turned out to be 
not quite right for a Norfolk style 
lighterage operation last week. 

Unloading the 1050 tons of cargo 
began on Monday and there was 
still freight in the hold on Sunday, 
with choppy seas making a start 
that day problematical. 

During the week drivers awaiting 
on the jetty killed time yarning, 
skylarking, reading and playing 
cards as the cargo came ashore 
painfully slowly. 

Cartage contractor Colin Knight, 

* .-who runs five trucks, reflected 

gloomily that with a bit of luck he 

* might just break even on the job. 

As torn carton after torn carton of 
liquor came ashore, to be repacked 
on the jetty before going into bond. 

However, Revenue Manager, Gil 
Hitch said, it wasn't as bad as 
might be expected. 

The headache was aluminium cans, 
he thought, which tore open easily. 

And as soon as this happened, the 
carton became wet and lost all 
strength. 

There was reported to be-evidence 


IMMIGRATION 


Continued from - 
P a ge one 


can get tflT status. ” 

The present Immigration Ordinance 
might not satisfy everyone. Council¬ 
lor Bataille admitted, and in fact 
should be tougher. 

Everyone was aware of the long list 
of applications for permanent entry. 

"Perhaps the time is approaching for 
entry on permanent basjs to be on re¬ 
placement only," he said. 

Councillor Lyle Snell said he thought 
the Council was getting away from the 
point of the letter, which was a re¬ 
quest for guidelines for would be immi- 
* grants. 

There was no suggestion that personal 
details be made public. 

"They're just asking for a set policy 
of some sort. " he said. 

However, other Councillors strongly 
supported the concept that application 
details not be made public. 

Anyone who was turned down as an 
immigrant, or for that matter, accept¬ 
ed, could find out why by asking a mem¬ 
ber of the Board, drja Councillor, or 
the Administrator. 

"A few people are dissatisfied with 
the manner in which perhaps some of 
their friends or cronies have been dealt 
with, " Councillor Ab Bathie comment¬ 
ed. 


of a considerable amount of pilfering 
before goods reached Norfolk, with 
Christmas gift type consignments 
worst hit. 

Well you couldn't please everyone, 
Martins Agencies Manager Bill 
Blucher said philosophically. 

The M Tauloto should have been 
coming but was diverted to Fiji, 
where wheat had run out. 

"Hanseat’’ was diverted to Norfolk 
where shortages were developing, 
including one of gas. 

The 1843 ton "Hanseat" was greased 
lightning at the wharf, and her cranes 
were rated best in the world. 

But they were single wire type, 
allowing the load to swing freely when 
operated in a swell. 

To add to the problems, "Hanseat” 
encountered heavy weather on the way 
to Norfolk from Sydney, and goods 
in the holds toppled a little, wedging 
pallets tight. 

84000 Norfolk 
poster plan 

A SUGGESTION THAT Norfolk 
might spend $4000 on a schoolroom 
display poster for Australian and Island 
schools has gone to the finance com¬ 
mittee of Norfolk Council. 

The poster was suggested by the pub- ■ 
lie relations branch of the Australian 
Capital Territory, because of constant 
requests by school children for mater¬ 
ial on Norfolk. 

The Admin received similar requests, 
Deputy Administrator Charles Buffett 
noted. 

Councillor Bill Blucher objected to 
the proposal) saying the money would 
be bener spent on the Central School 
on Norfolk. 


CPrr^ rn Continued from 
rnmshn page one 


fresh fruit and vegetables were 
tipped over Headstone during a glut, 
and within a matter of weeks were 
unobtainable again. 

Sometimes hundreds of dollars 
worth went over at a time. 

Building began 12 months ago, 
and the freezer was finished by a 
team from New Zealand. 

The freezer rests on an eight-inch 
thick reinforced concrete base, and 
the coolxoom a four-inch thick base. 

Special safety locks enable anyone 
trapped in the freezer to undo the 
catch from the inside. 


| Cost of living 

I TWO WAYS OF dealing with lnfla* 
tion on Norfolk were proposed by 
councillors during discussion of the 
further 6.5 per cent increase in ship¬ 
ping costs notified last month. 

Councillor Ab Bathie said that 
rather than discussing how to reduce 
local wages, - the Council should be 
considering introduction of quarterly 
cost-of-living adjustments to wages 
to keep up with inflation. 

However, Chairman of Committees 
Richard Bataille said they should be 
thinking about incentives to primary 
production, so the Island would not 
depend so heavily on imported food. 

Council approves 
draft absentee 
land levy lav 

THE LONG-DISCUSSED absentee 
landowners' levy has come one step 
closer. 

The levy would be two per cent 
of die Unimproved Capital Value of 
land. 

Council approved the draft of the 
new ordinance at last meeting. 

It was not known how much money 
the measure would raise, and ft was 
accepted that the costs of valuing the 
land and notifying the absentee own¬ 
ers could be heavy. ^ 

long ran 

However, it was felt that the levy 
would be profitable in the long run. 

Any owner who does not pay the 
levy and is in arrears for five years 
is in danger of losing his land to the 
Council, which would apply through 
the Courts for resumption or saM of 
the section. 

Deputy Administrator Charles 
Buffett told the Councillors that a 
total of 257 blocks were held by 
people having no resident status at 
all. 

Two were owned by absent declared 
residents, two by people on Temppr- 
ary Entry permits, and two by holders^ 
of Enter and Remain permits. 

People bom on Norfolk and thus 
eligible to be declared residents 
automatically held 23 blocks. , 

The main reason for the ordinance. 
Chairman of Committees Richard 
Bataille sat d, was, in one sense, be¬ 
cause companies and corporate bodies 
were holding land and contributing 
nothing to tevenue. 

"They own the valuable land," 
Councilor Bataille declared. 

‘ 3 
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PLAN FOR BIANT FISHING BOAT BASE THROWN OUT 


A SCHEME TO make Norfolk a 
base for a big Taiwanese and Korean 
fishing fleet has been rejected as im¬ 
practical by the Council. 

And the Council has called on die 
Australian Government to keep 
Japanese fishing boat* outside a 12 
mile limit. 

The proposal for a base was passed 


Engledow letters 

THE DEPARTMENT OF tfca Capital 
Territory ma:y suggest that the 90 min¬ 
ute safety rule be relaxed to allow 
Fokker F.27s to fly to Norfolk. 

This was revealed in one of several 
letters to the Commission by the Sec¬ 
retary, Mr. Lou Engledow. 

Mr. Engledow denied that only the 
big jets had been considered in draw¬ 
ing up the Environmental Impact State¬ 
ment. 

The Fokker F.27, F.28 and DeHavi- 
land Dash-7 were considered by the 
impact study team. 

TAA was not interested in F.28s, 
and although East West Airlines was, 
this would raise problems with the two- 
airline policy. 

The Dash-7 was still on the drawing 
board and the payload was not favour¬ 
able. 

A further, revised Impact Statement 
was being drawn up. 

Commenting on the Council’s inde¬ 
pendent approach to Canberra Depart¬ 
ments seeking proof of the estimate 
that, all told, Norfolk was costing 
Australia $2m plus to administer, Mr. 
Engledow said that replies were show¬ 
ing the first estimates were, in fact, 
too low. 

Mr. Engledow provided no encour¬ 
agement to Council for an early visit 
by an agricultural economist, reques¬ 
ted several months ago. 

The matter had been discussed with 
the Department of Agriculture. 

But because of heavy commitments 
and limited resources, a private econ¬ 
omist might hage to be retained, and 
it was not clear who would pay him. 

Mr. Engledow also strongly defended 
himself under what he called intem¬ 
perate attacks made by the Council 
over the suggested appointment of a 
legal drafting officer. 

Fop Sale 

Wilkins Service washing machine 

as new $250 ono. Morris Min 

1100 good condition $425. See 

Cheryl at BPs. 
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on to the Council last Wednesday by 
Councillor Lyle Snell in the form of 
a letter addressed to him by the chair¬ 
man of Fairsea International Pty. Ltd., 
Mr. Cecil Cheng. 

Councillor Snell said he was not in* 
volved in the scheme at all. 

Mr. Cheng said he had been referred 
to Councillor Snell by a .friend, Mr. 
Norm McCoy. 

The proposition included bunkering 
and victualling up to 50 deep sea fish¬ 
ing boats, provision of repair facili¬ 
ties, a 2000 ton cold storage facility 
and a cannery. 

However, Mr. Cheng saw very little 
prospect for his scheme coming into 
being while the Australian Government 
retained control of Norfolk. 

Councillor Bruce McKenzie noted 
that the last Australian-Japanese fish¬ 
ing agreement had expired. 

He asked that the Australian Govern¬ 
ment be approached to bar Japanese 
vessels from 12 miles off Norfolk rather 
than the previously agreed 3 miles. 

556 Norfolk-born 
live on Mainland 

AT LAST COUNT, 397 Norfolk- 
born were living in Australia and 159 
in New Zealand. 

Figures supplied by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics to the Royal Com¬ 
mission showed: 

Census Males Females Total 
Year 1966 18 0 2 02 382 

Year 1971 188 209 397 

The figure for 1971 included 15 isl¬ 
anders visiting Australia. 

The corresponding figure for 1966 
was not available, die Bureau said. 

Figures from the New Zealand De¬ 
partment of Statistics showed: 


Census Year Total 

1551- T54 

1956 180 

1961 188 

1966 186 

1971 159 


The 1971 census figure of 159 com¬ 
prised 83 males and 76 females. 

The Australian Bureau also supplied 
figures for Norfolk for die 1971 census. 

There were 824 males and 859 fe¬ 
males at June 30 that year, giving a 
total of 1683 people. 

Of these, 240 males and 214 females, 
a total of 454, were Norfolk born. 


Nestle’s chef will be giving a 
demonstration today at Dick Cavill’s 
Garrison Restaurant at 2 pm of 
ways of using Nestle products. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 



Norfolk's 

Mini- 

MARKET 

(Hobby and Craft 
Centre) 

PITCAIRN HALL 
Queen Elizabeth Ave 

I Grand Opening Date 


FRIDAY, Oec. 12th 
9.30 till 12 noon 

# 

Specials this month 
Include Snas gifts, 
Santa pillowcases, 
novelty Xraas 
stockings, candles, 
etc. 

Enjoy refreshments 
at the Market Cafe 

Children’s clothing, 
hose-sade preserves, 
home cooking’pot- 
plants, and bathroom 
accessories 

You’ll en lo y coming 
to 'Marketr 


Some stalls still 
available: enquiries 
Invited. Phorte 2026 
or 2232 

Market days January 
Fridays 9th, 23rd 


PACBF8C ROUND! 


Tongans celebrate 
100th birthday of 
their constitution 

TONGA'S CENTENARY DAY 
marking the 100th year of consti¬ 
tutional rule dawned to an overcast 
sky and every likelihood of some 
rain. Sure enough, just when every¬ 
one, excepting the overseas guests 
to the celebrations, had settled down 
to their respective places around the 
Royal Tombs in Mala'ekula, a top¬ 
ical tropical downpour thoroughly 
drenched everyone not under the 
shelters. 

It was nine o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing, one hour before His Majesty was 
due at Mala'ekula, and already there 
were more than an estimated twenty 
thousand people present which in¬ 
cluded mote than sixteen thousand 
school children from all Tongatapu 
... secondary schools, middle schools 
and primary schools. 

In spite of the inclement weather, 
everything went according to sche¬ 
dule. When Their Majesties arrived, 
the President of the Free Wesleyan of 
Tonga Rev. Dr 'Amanaki Havea 
called the gathering to worship, 
which was followed by a hymn read 
by Pastor Hufanga Fui of the Seventh 
Day Adventists. This was followed 
by the unveiling of the memorial 
monument of Her Late Majesty Queen 
Salote Tupou III by His Majesty King 
Taufa'ahau Tupou IV. 

This was p moving ceremony and 
everyone present could not help but 
silently recall fond-memories of the 
late Queen of Tonga so beloved not 
'i only in Tonga but throughout the 
world. 

THE TONGA CHRONICLE. 


Straying degs on 
Lord Hows Island | 

At the meeting of the Island Com¬ 
mittee held on Monday night, 10th 
November, the subject of straying 
dogs came up again for discussion. 

It was pointed out by some speakers 
that the same straying dogs or their 
predecessors had been the subject 
for discussion by all Committees, 
probably ever since there has been 
an Island Committee. In spite of all 


this discussion and the various plans 
suggested for keeping them home they 
still make a nuisance of themselves 
in public places and elsewhere. 

It was no doubt inevitable that the 
same old problem should again be 
put to a new committee in the hope 
that they would have an answer. 

After some head scratching they de¬ 
cided that they had no new and satis¬ 
factory answer but did suggest that 
some member of the public might 
come up with an answer. It was even 
suggested that a prize be offered for 
the best solution tendered. One mem¬ 
ber suggested that a suitable prize 
might be for the winner to take his 
selection from the local dog popula¬ 
tion, no doubt including the,worst 
offending strays. 

Anyhow the Committee would like 
it to be known that they will wel¬ 
come suggestions. That is NEW sugges¬ 
tions. Things like asking the owners 
to keep their dogs at home, organis¬ 
ing a pound, requiring registration 
fees, banning future importation of 
dogs or simply sending out a vigilante 
committee armed with shotguns has al¬ 
ready been discussed. If anyone can 
think of an answer to the problem, 
and seriously it if a very real problem, 
would they please discuss it with a 
member of the Committee or the Isl¬ 
and Superintendent. * 

THE LORD HbWE ISLAND "SIGNAL': 

f Coral harvests { 

* INTERIOR SECRETARY THOMAS * 
KLEPPE said yesterday a federal 
regulation issued September 10 makes 
it a federal offense, punishable by 
six months in prison and a $2, 000 
fine, to harvest coral from federal 
waters m&re than three miles from 
Hawaii's shores. 

The rule forbids the gathering of 
coral in federal waters by commer¬ 
cial gatherers, such as the Maui 
divers, unless they-, have been gran¬ 
ted federal permission. The harvest¬ 
ing of black coral is an important 
ingredient in Hawaii's multi-million- 
dollar-a-year jewellery industry. 

The order applies to both live 
and dead coral and reefs. 

"Commercial exploration is as 
great a threat to Hawaii’s coral and 
marine life as it is to coral reefe off 
the shores of other coastal states, ” 
Kleppe said. 

NE’Wb BULLETIN - PAGO PAGO. 
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THE QUEUE FOR MORE TOURIST BEDS FORMS BEHINO 
ACCOMMODATION PROPRIETORS ASSOCIATION 


If the Council authorise* the build¬ 
ing of more tourist accommodation, 
first refusal should go to present pro¬ 
prietors. 

If they don’t take up the full quota 
of new beds, island-born applicants 
should have a chance to get into the 
industry. 

And if beds are still needed, then 
outsiders should be given a bite at 
the pie. 

This proposal was put to the Royal 
Commission by the chairman of the 
Norfolk Island Accommodation Pro¬ 
prietors Association, Mr. Maxwell 
Inglis. 

Presenting the submission, Mr. In¬ 
glis, Australian-born, said he first 
came to Norfolk five years ago, and 
had been living here three years. 

He owned Tropique Flats, although 
about to sell out, and was in busin¬ 
ess partnership with Mr. Joe Nobbs, 
retailing and food processing. 

Mr. Inglis said the A.P. A. had 28 
members, but one, White Heron 
Lodge, was not active. 

Two members refused to sign the 
submission because they did not agree 


with the new-beds proposal. 

Mrs. Gordie Hancherow, of Pondeiosa 
Apartments, said Pitcairn descendants 
should have first refusal'. 

On the other hand, Mr. Len Chris- 
tian-Bailey, of The Crest, felt ap¬ 
plications should stand on merit. 

At present, members provided 902 
tourist beds, Mr. Inglis said. 

Four operators accounted for the 
majority of beds — Hotel Norfolk 
140, South Pacific Hotel 120, Hib¬ 
iscus Lodge Apartments 110, and 
Paradise Hotel 90 --- a total of 460. 

A breakdown of ownership showed 
that the six Pitcairn descended mem¬ 
bers of the A.P.A. accounted for 107 
of the total of 902 beds. 

With one exception, all other pro¬ 
prietors were Australian or New Zeal¬ 
and born, although 10 were perman¬ 
ent residents of Norfolk. 

"It is common knowledge that 
there are other beds in private homes 
and flats that are let to tourists from 
time to time" Mr. Inglis said. "These 
maj total 50. ” 

The number of beds actually oc¬ 
cupied averaged only 600 in A.P.A. 


accommodation. 

The accommodation industry pro¬ 
vided 170 jobs --- 100 in the hotels, 
and the rest in guest houses or apar¬ 
tments, Mr. Inglis said. 

However, the figure was not def¬ 
inite, including managers and own¬ 
ers. 

In addition, most other employees 
were casuals and might have more 
than one job. 

In answer to a question from Mr. 
Hampson, Q.C., assisting the Com¬ 
mission, Mr. Inglis said the hourly ' 
rate was about $2, although some 
paid $1.50. 

Mr. Hampson asked what contri¬ 
bution the accommodation prop¬ 
rietors made i to public revenue. 

There was none, allhough an op¬ 
tional payment of $50 a year might 
be made to the Tourist Bureau of 
$50 a year for advertising, which 
was matched by the Admin. 

The submission included a tourist 
trade projection made in 1970, which 
predicted 19,200 tourists in 1975 --- 
"Close to the actual figure" Mr. In¬ 
glis commented. 

A trend to shorter stays by tourists 
was world-wide, and could mean that 
many more people might visit the 

(turn to page 8.please) 


LORD HONE ISLANO ON YOUR WAY TO AUSTRALIA via PRESSURISED PROP-JET I 


^FASTEST 8 HOST FREQUENT 1 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA I 


I 


Flights Leave 
MONDAY 8.30am 
WEDNESDAY 2pm 
SATURDAY 8.30am 
SUNDAY 8.30am 


I ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 

I -- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 



SERVICE DIRECT ID BRISBANE 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. : 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY. 

PORT MACQUARIE, COFFS HARBOUR OR BRISBANE.' 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURN i nNE OR PHONE 2328 
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|TOURIST BEDS '£7? | 

island without increasing the number 
staying at any one time. 

With die present 902 beds, there 
was an average potential of.29,766 
tourists a year. 

If the average stay dropped to seven 
days, the potential would increase 
to 412000 a year. 

’’The ceiling number of beds sug¬ 
gested by Council is 1. 000 beds" Mr. 
Inglis said. * 

"This would increase tb« above fig¬ 
ures to 33, 000 and 52, 000 respect¬ 
ively. “ 

However, the effective occupancy 
rate at present was two out of three 
available beds. 

disquiet 

There was some disquiet about the 
issuing of Council permits to expand 
accommodation, Mr. Inglis said. 

Some members had applications to 
build in for some years, without ob¬ 
taining a permit, and then new flats 
appeared elsewhere. 

However, there was a possible ex¬ 
planation for this apparent favoritism.' 

For instance, an applicant might 
receive a permit to build 15 flats and 
proceed to build only five. 

He might put up the others years 
later, under the terms of the permit. 

Mr. Inglis said he himself had an ap¬ 
plication in to build five extra flats 
at Tropique Flats. 

During that period, three blocks of 
flats had been built elsewher. 

The A. P.A. favored self-govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk, Mr. Inglis told the 
Commission, in co-operation and 
association with Australia. 

- development 

The proprietors felt that development 
of the island should be restricted to a 
level that would not endanger the 
character and atmosphere of the island. 

This could be achieved by limiting 
the number of tourists through setting 
a ceiling on beds. 

"An annual limit to the intake is not 
practical, as the length of stay may 
alter” Mr. Inglis said. 

The A.P.A. felt there was an urgent 
need to modernise the air service from 
Sydney. 

"The present Qantas DC-4 service 
places the island's tourist attractions 
at a definite disadvantage when com¬ 
pared to other resorts, ” Mr. Inglis said. 

"Some are much fiither distant from 
Sydney, with cheaper air fares, and 
faster, more comfortable travel. 

For example, at the moment a seven 
Jay holiday in Noumea, accommod¬ 
ation paid, costs $237, 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


TINE HAY BE APPROPRIATE TO RE-TEST PUBLIC 
OPINION ON PROPOSED QUARANTINE STATION 


ANOTHER REFERENDUM has been 
proposed over the controversial planned 
quarantine station for Norfolk. 

The issue was raised again at the 
Royal Commission by Cr. Richard Ba¬ 
taille. making a private submission on 
his own behalf. 

"The time could be appropriate for 
testing public opinion again” Councillor 
Bataille told the Commission. 

However, he added, he was not in 
favour of any referendum being held 
until the law was changed to enable 
only bona fide residents to vote. 

Unfortunately, the arguments over 
the station were highly technical and 
beyond the grasp of most people. 

The station would provide employ¬ 
ment for tradesmen while being built 
and jobs when initially operating for 
eight to 12 Islanders. 

Young Islanders could train for the 
six to eight other professional positions 
involved. 

The station would provide a perman¬ 
ent market for-crops, sold at ruling 
Australian prices plus freight. 

Pastures would be upgraded and 
noxious weeds kept down. 

A service would be provided for 
people wishing to take domestic ani¬ 
mals to the mainland. 

There would be numerous other 
advantages, Councillor Bataille add¬ 
ed, including other obscure services 
too numerous to mention. 

"The good farming land is still 
owned by Norfolk Islanders " Council¬ 
lor Bataille said. 

Mr. Hampson asked if the proposed 
station would be a tourist attraction. 

"I think it would be of great inter¬ 
est to cattle breeders" Councillor 
Bataille replied. 

Others would become interested 
after they arrived, in the same way 
that many tourists without histories! 
knowledge developed an interest in 
the ruins. 

However, it would be difficult for 
anyone to get in without especially 
good reason. Decontamination pro¬ 
cedures would be needed both on the 
way into the station and on the way 
out. 

On the subject of voting qualifi¬ 
cations, Councillor Bataille said five 
years residency should be required. 

Told by Counsel that the Citizens 
Association, represented by Mr. 

Graham Hitchins, suggested two. 
Councillor Bataille said at a meet¬ 
ing chaired by Mr. Hitchins he rep¬ 
resented 30 or 40 people. 

"I represent 60 to 7 0 per cent of 
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the voters of Norfolk Island” Coun¬ 
cillor Bataille said. 

Asked about pressure from Island 
organisations to have immigration 
decisions made public. Councillor 
Bataille replied: 

"My view is that cariosity killed 
the cat.«S^ 

Personal details should 
be kept private. 

In any case,' the Immi¬ 
gration Review Board stip¬ 
ulated that it did not want 
to know personal details. 

. 1 After 100 years of peace¬ 
ful existence on Norfolk, 
Councillor Bataille said, outside in¬ 
fluences had infiltrated into the Island 
and were trying to change the Island¬ 
er’s way of life. 

Very tew Islanders had a stake in 
the tourist industry. Councillor 
Bataille told the Commission. 

"We don’t get much out of the 
tourist industry" he commented. 

Most development was from out¬ 
side money, although some Islan¬ 
ders managed to establish them¬ 
selves in a small way in tourist 
flats. 

"The only other opportunity to 
become involved is to become wai¬ 
ters or barmen in a hotel. 

"This is not very attractive employ¬ 
ment to an Islander" Councillor 
Bataille said. 

He agreed with a suggestion by 
Counsel assisting the Commission, 

Mr. Cedric Hampson Q. C. that Isl¬ 
anders would be retrenched if the 
tourist industry declined. 

Although a few Islanders were in 
the accommodation industry, far 
fewer actually owned shops. 

FUTURE HISTORIANS will be a- 
mazed when they examine the last 
issue of the News. 

They will find that its first page 
is dated "24 November" but that 
the paper contained much news 
that actually did not happen until 
after that date. 

; Gullible historians may think the 
News staff was psychic. Smarter 
ones will quickly discover that 
two issues in a row were dated 
Nov. 24 on page one. 

To save them confusion, you may 
like to fix up last week’s issue. 

Here is a correct date you can 
paste on the front page if you are 
a fanatic for accuracy: 

1 DECEMBER 1975 

- rr* 




Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info ongtimes & places. Map of the Island. 


M TOURIST «*®W 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChespe's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

j There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
['Bureau; or write the News, P. O. Box 94. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, * 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Bums Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Posjt Office Ready to 
HeTp; and H Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local, 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer.hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P.O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 



on Norfolk 


j MONDAY 

j Housie, Leagues Club 
i Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
{ Film, Norfolk Hotel 
i TUESDAY 

Commandant's Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
| Film, Leagues Club 
| Darts, R. S. L. Club 
[ WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
N.l. Film. Paradise Hotel 
■ Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film. R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie. R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesi Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be ’out of town’ 
but when you get there 
you will find; 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex)] 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comer... 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 

I 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office. Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd, Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart - 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nartl -7 mve 7 Qfl Q (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN l UATO — I #0u am XO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread_eggs.. .teas 

and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods—frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
iteiiis.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies. ..games. ..artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Low-Priced Grog, but 
Reneiber Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to l .p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of Its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
'ri n A‘tnn* 9^30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-? ! r{ 
UvfwlUr • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 


Visiting 1 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P.CXBox 94. 


Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Churcb Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 
5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 
Father Des. Scanlon. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only pan of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
.appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King tool: along 24 settlers. 

15 of whom were ccnvicts. 

For some time* there was question of 
whether Sydney f-> New South Wales 
cr Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island rcttlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. - 

T v e difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School a: 9.15 a. m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday SchooJ 10 a. m., services at 
11am.and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
[SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 





TTTough! 
and smoooth 

Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band pgrtable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasure! 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 

Features ■ 6 bands—FM, MW, SW,, SW s , SW 3 , SW, * Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW ■ 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control ■ Easy snd accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch ■ Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "0" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. ■ An 
1C for great reliability and stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 


Research Makes the Difference 





Norfolk 


io Norfolk Islanders 'Down Under" 
from Claire MacMurray "Up Over”. 


OUR FRIEND ASTRID JOHNSON, a' 
most attractive and successful persin, 
says she was an unhappy little ugly duck¬ 
ling during her Swedish childhood. 

Her parents werean exceptionally 
handsome coupl^. Her older brothers 
and sisters were beautiful, and each 
member of the family except Astiid 
had a fine singing voice. "I couldn't 
carry a tune in a hand basket, " she 
says. 

Her father had some wealth then, 
and sent his children to a private 
school, where music was of first impor¬ 
tance. The pupils were all required 
to sing, but the suffering teacher div¬ 
ided them into two groups, The Bests 
- and The Worsts. 

"She put me in the Worsts" says 
Astrid "and my father felt I'd dis¬ 
graced the family forever. But I 
tried. Oh, how hard I tried! 

"There was a big family party at 
Christmas time. The other children 
sang, and everybody made much of 
them. My father was ashamed of me, 

1 could tell. But after a.while my 
favorite uncle came over. 'How are 
you getting along in school?' he asked 
me. 

’So I told him my grades, which 
were good. And then he said, 'And 
how are you getting along in singing 
class?’ I said, 'Well, I'm trying very 
hard, and I do believe I'm the best of 
the Worsts." 

That's the way I feel about ginger¬ 
bread. It isn’t on my list of the Ten 
Top Desserts, but it certainly is one of 
the best of the worsts. 

In it's favor-, it is easy to make, in¬ 
expensive, nutritious, and ( most im¬ 
portant if you're raising starving child¬ 
ren with hollow legs) it is filling. 

Basic recipe : 2 c. flour, £ c. sugar 
(brown or white), 11. cinnamon, 11. 

! ginger, £ t. cloves, 11. nutmeg, 2$ t. 
baking powder, i t. soda. Mix togeth¬ 
er: £ c. molasses, £ c. liquid, £ c. 
melted butter (or substitute) and 1 egg. 
Combine with dry ingredients. Pour 
into well greased 8 in. square pan and 
bake at 325 for about 25 mins. 

Good with tea, or milk or fruit. 

Note : For Australians. Norfolk 
Islanders. New Zealanders, it is a 
good thing to bear in mind that for 
all American recipes requiring flour 
it is necessary to use this formula: 

3/4 C plain flour plus 1/4 C cornflour 
equals 1 C American flour. There is 
a great difference between standard 
American flour and plain flour. 



A FEW MORE pot plants for indoor 
patios and green-houses for those who 
are beginners a ^growing these. 

Rex Begonias are really colourful, 
but unless care is taken to regularly 
spray these against wax and/or pow¬ 
dery mildew, they do not do so .well. 
Strabilanthes - a very pretty plant, 
easy to grow, foliage being metalic 
purple. 

Syngorium - an indoor climber,-may 
be trained around a totem pole, or any 
interesting wood; this is closely related 
to Philodendron. Good plant for an 
awkward comer. Easy to grow. 
Caladiums - these bulbs are in leaf 
most of tEe year; the heart shaped 
leaves are in many patterns and 
colours. Some are transparent. They 
like rich soil, plenty of rotted man¬ 
ure, and above all moisture. 
Anthuriums - There are many variet¬ 
ies of these but one most grown has 
bright coloured spathe (lily-like flowet) 
not a true flower. 

Baketii , strap leaf from crown, spathe 
bright red, long lasting. 

Andreamim - heart shaped leaves, 
from crown spathes, red pink orange- 
red. Very attractive. Very easy cul- 

Orchids are a culture of their own, 
not as difficult as one is inclined to 
think. Try cymbidiums to start with. 
There are many good handbooks to 
help the beginner grow these truly 
rewarding plants. 

Now for some basket plants. 
Achimeres - mauve blue and pink 
colours. 

Cissus - discoloured red and green 
with purple reverse. 

Ceropegia, Woodii, common names 
(Queen's necklace" also known as 
"trail of hearts" - easy to grow, 
belong? to succulent family. 

Columrea - bright orange/red flowers. 
Keep in shade and cool. 

Hoy a - Latifolia, a white hoya is 
very good specimen for basket. 

Enough for now, but remember there 
are endless plants one can use for both 
indoor patio and baskets. Not least 
being geraniums and fuschias. Until 
next week "good potting". 


LIVING 


RESIGNATB&K lft PROTEST 
by Edward'Weisfcand and 
Thomas M. Franck. 

UNLIKE THEIR COUNTERPARTS in 
Britain, who often depart noisily for 
reasons of political principle, resign¬ 
ing American Cabinet members and 
high Washington bureaucrats tend to 
leave the Government like guests who 
have been to a bad party but are too 
polite to say so. They smile gamely, 
they send the President thank-you 
notes. 

Such soft-shoe exits, say the authors 
of this persuasive book, are unhealthy 
for the U.S. The reason-, they often 
help turn misguided policies into na¬ 
tional disasters without ever bringing 
them to public issue from within the 
Government itself. The war in Viet 
Nam is the best recent example. 
Though plenty of public opposition 
to U.S. policy in Viet Nam developed, 
the dissidents were deprived both of- 
essential information - which the Gov¬ 
ernment said it alone possessed and 
could not release for reasons of secur¬ 
ity - and of a respectable Establish¬ 
ment figure to rally around. Former 
Defense Secretary Robert McNamara, 
Weisband and Franck claim, was one 
of die insiders long tortured by doubts 
about the war. If he had resigned and 
openly turned against U. S. Viet Nam 
policy the formidable mental powers 
that he had originally used to analyze 
the war, the fighting might have end¬ 
ed far sooner. 


loyalty 
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Genuine personal loyalty, of course, 
is often involved in a decision to go 
along with bad policy, as well as a 
worldly knowledge that no policy will 
work without compromise. But the 
authors believe that official silence 
and mouselike retirement are often 
the result of a national emphasis on 
team play at all costs. 

Other reasons for the silent exit* 
are more self-serving. Dissidents do 
not prosper in Washington. The man 
who makes his opposition known quiet¬ 
ly, then leaves without a fuss is likely 
to be rewarded with another high- 
level post later on. If he publicly 
tells why he is leaving, however, 'he is, 
the authors t^y, almost always left out 
in the cold thereafter. "Further pros¬ 
pects of service in the Executive .Branch 
are out of the question. Appointments 
to the Judiciary are unlikely to be prof - 
fered. Election to Congress is virtually 
precluded. " 

GERALD CLARKE - Time 

13 t, 



OFFICIAL AIRCRAFT NOISE LEVELS ARE 'A LOAD OF 
CODSWALLOP' ACCORDING TO ACOUSTIC EXPERT 


SAME-DAY NEUSPAPERSt 
late in the day on I 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
• Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as ; 
pro.mptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
'.ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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AIRCRAFT NOISE levels stated by 
the Department of Transport are mis¬ 
leading, Mr. John Anderson said 

in a further appearance before 
the Royal Commission. 

An Australian accoustical consul¬ 
tant had reviewed the Department's 
statement that few or no buildings 
would be damaged by big-jet vibra¬ 
tions, and that the effect would be 
no worse than heavy trucks passing, 
Mr. Anderson said. He jold Mr. An¬ 
derson by phone that these statements 
were "a load of codswallop". 

Cedric Hampson Q. C. mentioned 
to Mr. Anderson that Qantas had 
testified it just doesn't want the Nor¬ 
folk route unless it gets a $750, 000- 
a-year subsidy -- and "all the more 
so because Qantas is going to phase 
out the Boeing 707s. It is very diffi¬ 
cult to believe Qantas is going to be 
in the hat, so to speak, " Mr. Hamp¬ 
son said. 

Mr. Anderson's latest submission 
covered a wide range of environ¬ 
mental matters. He believes em¬ 
phasis on the importance of "duty- 
free" shopping is misleading, and 
that tourists come to the Island for 


scenery, restfulness, flora and fauna, 
and "get-away^ffom-it-all". 

"The only real basis for tourism 
is the Island's natural features, " he 
said, adding that he believed qual¬ 
ity visitors should be encouraged, not 
quantity visitors. 

He outlined a recommended pro-. 
gram of surveys, land use planning 
and environmental restoration, and 
said that Lord Howe Island appears 
"to be on the winning side in terms 
of environmental issues" because of 
environmental concern on the part 
of New South Wales. 


NORFOLK WILL KEEP its ancient law 
barring alien land-ownership on the 
books -- just in case. 

This means the Crown can still act 
to resume the title of any land held by 
a non-British citizen. 

Aliens didn’t hold enough land at the 
moment to be any worry, Chairman of 
Committees Richard Bataille felt. 

Legal Advisor Mr. Rumpit told the 
Council that New Zealand had recent! 
acted to stop big American companies 
buying up land freely. 


RADIO NORFOLK — DEC 8-14 _ v M . M 

frequency, 1570 KHZ 

NEWS: Ifen-Frl 7.30 World 8 Local; 8.30 Hbrld t 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1 


MONDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Music Round¬ 
about (Dapbne5 
10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Petula Part| g 

10.45 Morn, serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12.05 Pop Spectacular 

I. 00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 
10.00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 15 Vanity Fair 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 
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9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10.00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12.00 Local News 
12.05 Intern'l Call 

I. 00 News 

THURSDAY 
7.00 Music (Daphne; 

9.15 Arts Magazine 
9.30 Melody Time 
10.00 Local News (Kathy) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Requests 
12.00 News 

1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 IMnsic (Beryl) 

10.00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


Hirld i Local 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

1.15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

10.00 Music (Sylvia) 

10.30 Star Interview 
12.00 Local News- 
12. 05 Requests 
LOO World News 

Music from Radio 
Aust. 

S UNDAY 
4.00 Music 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children’s story 
7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
K. 00 Don Juan " 
8 . 16 ^|Bic 

8.45 Play - Affection ' 

Unlimited 

14 



Letter 


eqitorial 


FROM TIME TO TIME in the Royal Commission hearings there was an echo of 
a thought often expressed by architects and town planners when they have visited 
Norfolk — that Burnt Pine is a chaotic mess that ought to be straightened out. 

Architects and town planners can make life more workable and satisfying, 
but they can also overlook simple principles of what ordinary people like and 
respond to. 

One of the most brilliantly planned cities in the world is Brasilia, the 
remote capital of Brasil. Its governmental buildings and its layout are just 
magnificent. But the planners forgot to allow a district for rough-and-tumble 
shopping, coffee bars, nightclubs, shoe repair shops and other non-magnificent 
establishments that seem to go with cities. 

Almost spontaneously a tent-and-shack town sprang up alongside Brasilia. 

It was totally unplamned, and from a planners' point of view it was a chaotic- 
mess that should have been straightened out. 

But when government offices closed at the end of the day, people went 
straight to the unplanned tent city. That's where the action was; that’s 
where the life, and the bargains, and the flavour were. 

Burnt Pine is rather the same.. From a planning point of view - Yuck. 

From a human interest, bargains, activity, flavour point of view - Great. It 
has been built by ordinary human beings for other ordinary human beings, and 
compared with the Island's shopping facilities even ten years ago, it is a real 
attraction for visitors and a tremendous convenience for residents. We My it's 
a refcl asset to Norfolk, and we safthfee cheers -- well, two anyway — for 
Burn*-Pine. 


The correspondent Bet Tanner will 
have to remember that it is the land¬ 
ing at Kingston, Norf oik Island in 
1856 from the "Morayshire" that the 
present day Islanders are portraying 
on 8th June Anniversary Day and NOT 
the landing from the Bounty at Pit¬ 
cairn Island in 1790. 

* 

The clothing in the photos and 
which the women and men wear for 
the Anniversary Day has been designed 
to resemble as nearly as possible the 
clothing which the people would have 
worn when they left Pitcairn for their 
voyage here. For the 1956 Centenary 
celebrations the then Administrator 
H. Boyd Norman put in a lot of time 
in research and thought to portray a 
reasonably accurate version of the land 
ing. 

* 

The land of their birth was Pitcairn 
Island and the clothing worn there bore 
the hand of the American and other 
influences in this ships that called at 
. Pitcairn during those years. The 
missionaries in various countries had 
a hand in the design of "Mother Hub¬ 
bards" and frowned on the natural grass 
clothing (the only material they could 
use - or tapa cloth)favoured by the 


women in the Pacific Islands. The 
women's names were the Bounty sea¬ 
men's choice - Polly, Mary (Melle), 
Susan, Sarah (Salle), Dinjth. The 
soft voices and the sweet singing is 


still there today. 

The "oak” flowers are finished be¬ 
fore June but that is a delightful thought 
HELEN McCOY 










CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING’ NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC's agents in 

in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1$71 


HE de LtJMIERF 
Voyage 9 

has sailed and is 
doe Norfolk 
Thursday, Dhceaber 11 

Proceeds direct to 
Onehunqa 

to load for Norfolk, 
due to depart 
Friday, December 19 



BONDS SAILING FROM SYDNEY 
PORT de FRANCE 

because of urgently 
required cargo and 
uncertainty of scheduled 
vessels for early 
to raid-January. 

Due to comence loading 
in Sydney on December 20 
and expected to arrive 
Norfolk Decenber 28 
This vessel will proceed 
to Whangerei to drydock. 



BONDS SAILING FROM 0NEHDN6A 
- PORT de FRANCE 






Bue-to commence loading 
January 12 

Que-to arrive Norfolk 
January 15 


iiiMSiUG 



Business & 


Friday exchange rates 

6/12/75 

A$1 bought - 


UK £E .6170 

NZ $NZ 1.2023 

FRANCE F.Fr 5.553 

H/KONG HK$ 6.287 

JAPAN YEN 380.81 

N'LANDS F 3.352 

SWITZ'D S.Fr. 3.303 

W. GERMANY Dm. 3.263 

FIJI F$ 1.0732 

USA US$ 1.2558 

NOUMEA CP. Fr. 100.89 

NEW GUINEA par 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 55 4/12/75 

TERMINATE appointment Noel Henry 
Menzies, appoint Joseph Albert Jen¬ 
kins as new Collector of Customs. 
APPOINTMENT of David Ernest Buffett 
as Assisting Returning Officer for pur¬ 
poses of postal voting. 

APPOINTMENT OF Ivens Francois 
Buffett as Registrar of Brands & Marks 
and Registrar of Dogs. 

SUGGESTIONS in writing (to close 
18 December 1975) for name of Mount 
Pitt Forestry Reserve. 

POSTAL VOTING details available 
from Admin. > 

PUBLIC WORKS CALL as at Monday, 

8th December. 

APPOINTMENT Mrs. Margaret Silburn 
as Council Secretary to Norfolk Island 
Council. 

NOTICE of Crown Lease rentals, due 
31st December. 

LICENSES for sale of food, slaughter 
house and hairdressing due 31/12/75. 

AIR CARGO 

QANTAS HAS IMPOSED a tempor¬ 
ary restriction on the carrying of large, 
bulky items of air cargo from Sydney. 
The new restriction is likely to last 
until after the Christmas holiday sea¬ 
son. 

Over three flights from November 
29 and 30 and December 3, Qantas 
carried in 550 kgm of freight. 

Air New Zealand brought in 369 
kgm on November 29, December 1 
& 3. 

Norfolk Island Airlines flew in 95 kgm 
Nov 30, 112 kgm Dec 3 and 107 kgm 
Dec 4. 



ommerce 


AJOR TOURIST ATTRACTION AND MAKE 

Greatest contribution to island economy 


The proposition that the so-called 
'duty-free' shops are Norfolk's major 
tourist attraction was mauled by 
counsel when put forward by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

A supplementary submission was 
presented by Mr. Roger Newman, 
_manager of the Sporting and Gift 
Centre, for the Chamber. 

Tourist shops made the greatest 
single contribution to the Island’s 
economy, Mr. Newman said. 

Income from accommodation for 
the year ending June 1975 was only 
$2 million of a total of $10, 334, 00Q, 
Purchases by residents accounted 
for 10 per cent of the total sales of 
goods, and Mr. Newman agreed witji 
a suggestion by counsel assisting the 
Commission, Mr. Cedric Hampson, 
Q, C., that food imports had to be 
allowed for also. 

Mr. Hampson suggested that more 
money being spent in shops than on 
accommodation didn’t prove shops 
were the main attraction. 

"In the opinion of the Chamber of 
Commerce, it certainly does, " Mr. 
Newman asserted. 

In his experience, Mr. Newman 
told the Commission, it was obvious 
the shops were Norfolk's main attra¬ 
ction. 

The Chamber was strongly critical 
of Professor Butland’s claim that this 
was not so. 

Norfolk's tourists were people on 
'restricted incomes, and were not the 
type to go to the Bahamas, Mr. New¬ 
man said. 

They came to Norfolk because they 
were aware of the Island's duty-free 
shopping - --or rather, Mr. Newman 
added, 'reduced-duty' shopping. 

However, Mr. Hampson commen¬ 
ted that this was only opinion. Other 
tourist resorts had duty-free shops. 

For places like Fiji, Hong Kong and 
Singapore, Mr. Newman replied, 
tourists needed a passport, vaccin¬ 
ations and special currencies. 

Retail mark-up in tourist shops was 
50 per cent on cost, Mr. Newman 
said. 

This allowed for an average duty of 
five percent, cartage two per cent 
and insurance one per cent. 

After overheads, profit on sales was 
15 to 20 per cent. 

Goods sold to tourists had to be pric- 


• ed at not more than 60 per cent of 
the Australian or New Zealand price. 

Shopkeepers’ margins were once 
large, but prices were under pressure 
from factors that included increased 
duties of up to 17 { per cent, compet¬ 
ition from mainland discount houses, 
rising freight rates and the Australian 
dollar devaluation. 

The Chamber of Commerce believed 
that Norfolk’s present tourist industry 
was buoyant, but affected by four fac- 

These were actual tourist numbers, 
upgrading of the airport, accommod¬ 
ation and freedom from Australian 
taxes and other imposts. 

"If business is to be burdened with 
taxation, prices will rise to make 
goods unsaleable to tourists" Mr. New¬ 
man warned. 

Private enterprise already found it 
extremely difficult to compete with 
wages, hours and conditions 

Staff of the Department of Trans¬ 
port, Meteorology office, Overseas 
Telecommunications Commission, 
the Bank of New South Wales and the 
Commonwealth Trading Bank were 
paid Australian wages, free of Aust¬ 
ralian tax. 

The Admin paid 90 per cent of the 
corresponding Australian Public Ser¬ 
vice wage, again untaxed. 

Mr. Newman agreed to provide fur¬ 
ther figures on employment and shop 
ownership to the Commission. 

Trkders paid nothing to public rev¬ 
enue, he said. 

There were no strikes on Norfolk, 
because there were no unions. 

The recent industrial dispute at the 
South Pacific Hotel was caused not by 
demands for more money but by dem¬ 
ands of staff working six or seven days 
a week for time off. 

The employees concerned left their 
jobs, and had to leave Norfolk. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 



Syd. 

Syd. 

Akl. 

Akl. Bne. 

Bne. 

tv 
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11.45 


8.30 
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10.30 

11.45 



S 

1.35 
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11.45 

5.30 
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5.20 

10.30 

11.45 
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This last weekend has certainly 
been a busy one for many people. 

The Wives and Mothers Club held its 
first fete on Saturday afternoon in 
Rawson Hall and judging by the 
response I think it could become an 
annual event. The bright splash of 
colour provided by the balloons and 
kewpi dolls suspended on their sticks 
drew large groups of children in that 
direction to see what else was there 
for them. They soon found the home¬ 
made sweets and toys. Bet the Mums 
and Dads enjoyed the sweets as much 
as the children did. There were lots 
of good ideas for Christmas presents 
on the fancy goods and hpbby text 
stalls - attractive wall hangings and 
pillow slips all very reasonably 
priced, children’s clothes, aprons 
and cushions. As always the cake 
stall was a great success, and the 
White Elephant stall was creating a 
good deal of interest. A great 
response by the members of the 
Club and also from the public who 
supported the function so well. 

Charlie Freshwater and George Plant 
helped create a lively carnival 
atmosphere with their popular 
chocolate wheel and a good deal of 
interest was shown in the Playcentre 
Bookstall. A total of $91 worth of 
beautiful books was donated to the 
Playcentre - a tremendous response. 
Ruth Mendham and Wendy McGuinness 
were responsible for choosing them. 
The children next year will thoroughly 
enjoy all the beaut stories and bright 
illustrations. 

After purchasing their goods many 
people retired to the Supper Room 
to enjoy a hot cup of tea that Pat 
Anderson and Enid Plant were busy 
pouring out. 

A comment hear during the after¬ 
noon - "These prices are too cheap." 
Don't hear that very often these 
days. 

Have just heard that the total 
proceeds from all the stalls amounted 
to a total of $600 - a terrific boost 
to the Playcentre building fund. 

Another colourful scene of activity 
on Saturday night was the Leagues 
Club where the School Tour 
Committee had organised a tremen¬ 
dous smorgasbord. Whilst everyone 
was resting after they had sampled, 
or should 1 say, more than sampled, 
the delicious food prepared by the 


mothers of next year’s school tour 
children, Steve Galbraith asked two 
visitors to draw the raffles. The first 
was for a sack of potatoes - planted, 
watered and dug by Gerald Goudie - 
and won by Lloyd Pickering. The 
raffle for $600 worth of furniture had 
proved most popular, 1100 tickets 
had been sold. Everyone held their 
breath in anticipation as the winning 
ticket was drawn. A lovely Christmas 
present for Francis Menghetti. 
Congratulations to Francis. Steve then 
thanked everyone who had worked so 
hard to make the evening a success. 
All the proceeds help to send the 6th 
grade pupils on their tour to Australia 
next year. 

After the tables had been quickly 
cleared away the Don Reynolds trio 
kept the party swinging till about mid¬ 
night - a most enjoyable night. 


THE MORIBUND BROADCASTING 
Board may be brought back to life. 

The proposal was put to Council 
by Councillor Lyle Snell, and he won¬ 
dered if the members .of the last Board 
were still interested. 

"I believe .the Board met once in the 
dim past, " Deputy Administrator 
Charles Buffett commented. 


| Crank-will bread j 

If "the crank-mill" is ever restored tc 
Working order, and there are plans shap¬ 
ing up to accomplish this, perhaps we a 
get our maize meal ground right here on 
the island. Wouldn’t it be a good idea 
to get the tourists to push the crank. 

We are fortunate, howev': 
to be able to get both coarse and finely 
ground maize meal at Hettae. This is 
an old pre-Civil war U. S. southern 
recipe air-mailed to the "News" by a 
belle from Dixie. 

SPOON BREAD 

1 cup maize meal (finely ground) 

2 cups boiling wafer 
1 tablespoon butter 

1 teaspoon salt 

2 eggs, beaten 
1 cup milk 

Pour water over maize meal. Cook to¬ 
gether for 5 minutes. Add butter and 
salt and let cool to luke warm. Add 
milk and beaten eggs. Beat with a woot, 
en spoon for two minutes. Pour into 
greased casserole dish. Bake in moder¬ 
ate oven 40 minutes or until set. This 
takes the place of potatoes, or rice etc. 
and is simply delicious with chicken 
or ham. It is "spooned” out of the 
casserole. 


MINI-ADS CLOSE 11.30 ftirfc* f|||l n aA PLACE MINI-ADS AT THE 

SATURDAY MORNINGS HCAO HI (11*128 MILK BAR, JENSENS, AMJ6 - 

Si11crest staff 

Part time and full time staff will 
shortly be required at Hillcrest 
j Hotel 

! Experience not essential. 

! If you are interested, call at 

Hillcrest Hotel and have a chat 
with Peter Guile (Manager) 

Heed weekend typing 

Help produce the News - 6-8 hours 
at times to suit over Fri, Sat, Sun. 
Call in or write Box 94. 

'zmwmmM 


(Quick ptato service 

[ Black and white or colour in 7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines. 

iw <mm 

Published Monday morning at Se “ H 
News Office, Collins Head Rd* 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 28t9, ' 
South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 1 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
Editorial Contributors this issuej 

Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Butch 
Quintal, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Jan Pearson and Shelley 

Buffett 

Production, John Pearson^ • ' 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 ta tyfv Zm4*<L 
$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage .rates rise again.j 

Visiting technician? 

If you are able to tune and repair 

IBM Executives, Gestetner duplica¬ 
tors or manual typewriters, equip¬ 
ment at The News will welcome 
some attention. We have some tools. 

Pacific mp 

A few copies left of blue tissue copy 
of 1829 Pacific map showing van 
area including Norfolk, Nepean, Phil-j 
lip. Mail $1 to Bin 21, Box 94, N. I. 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 


"DARS NORFOLK'S" photo of the 
launching of the "Resolution" 50 
years ago -- lent to us by a friend 
who shares our fascination for earlier 
days on Norfolk-- wasn't the one 
from which the new commemorative 
stamp was drawn. Gil Hitch says the 
stamp makers worked from a differ¬ 
ent picture taken at almost the same 
moment, and copied it quite exactly. 


From another trunk of old Island 
mementoes (thank you, friends) we 
have copies of some issues of the 
Norfolk Island Times in the 1930s. 
Here are two advertisements from it. 

Another ad said that "Howell" was. 
departing for Sydney in 1935, and- 
was'offering about 14 acres of land 
which had an annual lease rent o'f 


2/6 per acre, with 20 years to run. 
The property was about half cleared 
and had 500-600 bananas about to 
bear, 1600 pineapples, 1| acres in 
corn, 2£ acres in beans and half an 
acre of orchards. The asking price 
was £175-0-0. 

And Burns Philp would take you to 
Sydney and return on the S.S. Morin 
da for £10-10-0. 


ALL THE BEST SHOPPERS CCME TO 


FOR THEIR WANTS BECAUSE THEY KNOW THAF*THEY RECEIVE’’BEST QUALITY 


NORCO BULK BUTTER l/- lb. 
BEST BLENDED CEYLON TEA 2/4 " 

BACON RASHERS - - 1/2 * 

CHEESE-'1/- ” 

CURRANTS 8d.) or i lb . ea . ] 

SULTANAS 8d.) f 0r y/x 

DRIED APPLES- 1/- '» 

PRUNES-- lOd.« 


CAPTAIN PILCHARDS 3 for 
DEL MONTE ASPARA($U£ TIPS 
4-lb. BARS SOAP * - 


MANY OTHER BARGAINS - COME' ALOIS 
.. XSST SEE - - - 
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SENDER; 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 

- STAMPS HERE 

- To Australia 20tf 

To New Zealand 40^ t 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for Qani s and for 
Air New Zealand we ve al 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk 
We'd like to t?:<e 
the next step jy 
handing you cur 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from ■ 

Post Office in Burnt Pine 






..-.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—....-... L - 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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the ship, and the lighter crews seem¬ 
ed to think they'd made the right de¬ 
cision. 

Frank and Dolly Mitchell, booked to 
leave the Island on the ship, found 
shipped to New Zealand decided not 
to risk having the cars lightered out to 


(turn to page 3, please) 


INCOMING CARGOES reached Nor¬ 
folk in battered condition for the 
second ship in a row as lighterage 
crews struggled with a savage ground- 
swell off Kingston last week. 

The swell was hig|h and choppy. It 
was not brought by wind, but may have 
been the result of a sea-bed earthquake 
in the Pacific. 

Slings of cargo from the He de Lum- 
iere were smashed against the ship's 
side as the ship and the lighters rose 
and plunged in the swell. 


POSSIBLE NEXT YEAR - 


FOUR-DAY 
SCHOOL WEEK 


A NEW VOCATIONAL education pro- 
gram is being considered for fourth- 
formers at Norfolk Island Central School 
next year. 

Headmaster lan McCowan says the 
program would need "almost 100% 
support" from parents, the Admininstra- 
tion and island employers if it is to be 


(turn to page 3, please) 


extensive damage 


While none of the men were report¬ 
ed injured, many were soaked and ex¬ 
tensive damage was done to lighters, 
slings and cargo. 

Packing cases burst apart and their 
contents scattered. 

"Split sacks of sugar and broken tins 
of golden syrup -- ugh! said one mer¬ 
chant, looking sadly at a heap of 
splintered crates in the shop's back¬ 
yard. 

Owners of four motor cars due to be 






KENWOOD 


means fabulous music 


Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality 

(!d PIONEER 

AKAI 



Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 







TWO-STOREY HILLCREST HOTEL, OPENING SUNDAY, 
IS MAJOR ADDITION TO TOORIST ACCOMMODATION 

Channel Islands couple here as eanagers 


THE NEW 60-BED Hillcrest Hotel 
will receive its first guests next Sun¬ 
day. 

Located on a wooded site back of 
Nimpex off Taylor’s Road, the 24- 
room, two-storey hotel will be the 
largest addition to the Island's accom¬ 
modation since the South Pacific Hotel 
Motel was completed. 

EDUCATION 

put into effect. 

The program has been tried with 
good results in several N.S.W. schools. 

It Squeezes the normal school week’s 
work into four days, with longer hours 
each day. 

The fifth day is spent working at a 
job for a brief period, to gain practi¬ 
cal experience of what sort of occupa¬ 
tion may suit the individual best. 

Over the course of the year each 
fourth-former wbuld work in perhaps 
ten different jobs on the island. 

If they are paid for the work -- and 
in some cases they might do the work 
purely for its training and experience 
value -- 

pay fop Tour 

They might not be paid for the work. 

If they were, it is expected the wages 
received would all go into a common 
pool to help finance such activities as 
the School Tour. 

Chris Hughes is in charge of explor¬ 
ing the idea with local employers, and 
has four , good reception so far. 

Mr. McCowan says if the programe 
should be adopted it could go into 
effect early in 1976. 

He points out that it would mean 
harder work for both students and mem¬ 
bers of the teaching staff. 

supervised 

Students' work and performance in 
their outside jobs would be supervised 
by the school, as well as by the employ¬ 
er. 

In New South Wales, some educators 
are advocating that the vocational- 
experience training should start at the 
beginning of secondary school. In 
first and second years, students would 
spend one-tenth of the week on extra¬ 
curricular activities of this hind. 

In third and fourth form they would 
spend a fifth of the week learning 
what it is like to work at various jobs. 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


It will be managed by Peter and 
Ann Guile, who formerly managed a 
resort hotel in Alderney, in the Chan¬ 
nel Islands off the English coast. 

Alderney is the northernmost of the 
British Channel Islands. It has a pop¬ 
ulation of about 1500 and is about 
three square miles in area. Ann was 
bom on the isle of Jersey, and as seems 
to be the way in small islands, was 
quickly given a life-long nickname; 
"Mudgi”. 

The new hotel's dining room and 
kitchens have been built by extending 
the former home of Jim Needham, whp 
is managing director of the owning 
company. It is a fine example of 
early Norfolk architecture, with pine 
panelled walls and 12-feet-high panel¬ 
led ceilings. 

furnishings 

The dining room has been carpeted, 
but awaits furnishings that are due to 
arrive on the Pot t de France about 
December 24th. A bar built along 
one wall of the room has been fitted 
w.ith spirit-dispensing fittings, but 
awaits a private hotel license that is 
due to be considered by the liquor li¬ 
censing board once the hotel has been 
completed. 

The Hillcrest will charge $23 a day, 
double. Each room will be connected 
into the hotel’s internal telephone sys¬ 
tem, and room service will be avail¬ 
able. 

Other directors of Hillcrest Hotels 
include Leo O'Sullivan and Joe Meuller. 


SfiBBOSttU. ggy 

their Subaru couldn't go aboard and 
postponed their own voyage. 

Short and Helen McLean’s Subaru 
also failed to get aboard, as did a 
Volvo and a Cortina belonging to 
Stuart Coulston. 

Some thousands of potential copies 
of the News were turned into instant 
fiSh-and-chips wrappers as a case of 
newsprint was smashed to bits. 

- The newsprint, made in Finland, was 
the first of several consignments in 
what may be the largest order of paper 
ever placed from the Island. In all, 
it includes adequate newsprint to ‘ 
assure the News of uninterrupted sup¬ 
ply - and no price increases - for over 
a year. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 



CASIO TECHNOLOGY 
AT NORFOLK ISLAND PRICES! 

with a fall year ! s 
Warranty 


NEW froi the 
world's leading 
manufacturer of 
quality personal 
calculators 



, ^ ^ 



Casio 
"Pocket-Mini” 

only 122.00 




"Personal 

Mini" 

only 

114.00 


Casio "Mewry 6A" with Independent memory only 125.00 
and even more advanced models for engineers, mathematicians 

Master Distributor: 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. HJZPATWCK 





ARTS COUNCIL'S NEW $1000 SOUND SYSTEM IS JUST 
'FANTASTIC', PRESIDENT NED LENTHALL SAYS 


THE ARTS COUNCIL’S new sound 
was co-star with folk singer and enter¬ 
tainer Alex Hood at Rawson Hall Thurs¬ 
day night. 

"It’s fantastic," said President Ned 
Lenthall. 

The equipment has been bought 
with assistance of funds from the 
Australian Council, Mr. Lenthall said. 

When complete, it will have cost a 

The News plans 
special issues 

DURING THE HOLIDAYS the News 
will publish two special issues, each 
requiring a fortnight to prepare. 

Our next issue will be on sale on 
‘ Tuesday December 30th, following 
the holiday weekend of five days. 

It will include a review of 1975 
on Norfolk, and will be particularly 
suitable for posting to friends and 
family overseas. While an extra 
print run has been scheduled,- order 
the copies you will want, as they 
will soon become collectors' items. 

The next following issue will go 
on sale January 12th, and will in¬ 
clude a forecast of what lies ahead 
for the Island in 1976. 

Both special issues will sell for the 
normal price, and advertising rates 
will remain the same. Advertisers 
are urged to make space bookings 
early if they wish to be included in 
the bonus circulation and mailings. 



Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 


P.O. Box 94. Norfolk Island 2899, 
South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 

Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 

Editorial Contributors this issue: 

Celia Bigg, Julia Buffett, Alice 
Howard, Baker McCoy, Michael Mo¬ 
ran, Henry Smith, VL2NI staff. 

Type, Jan Pearson. 

Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions; $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 
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total of about $1000. 

Alex Hood entertained nearly 300 
children at Central School Thursday 
lunchtime. 

"The school show was terrific, ” 

Mr. Lenthall said. 

The crowd of 200 who turned up to j 
hear him that night was very good for 
the time of year, Mr. Lenthall said, | 
and were enthralled for more than two 
hours. 

Next year, the Arts Council hopes to 
stage four shows, with all dates announ¬ 
ced together, well in advance of the 
first performance. 

The present system of offering 50 
centd discount on tickets to members 
will be continued. 

"Membership subscription of $2 can 
be fully recouped, " Mr. Lenthall said. 

The annual report will be presented at 
the annual general meeting to be held 
in January. 


’te’re on the phone 
at last— you can 
ring us on NI 2348 

THERE MAY NO longer be a news¬ 
paper in the world that doesn't have 
a telephone. 

The News was produced for more 
than half a year without being on the 
air. This meant a lot of news could 
not be chased up because there were 
not enough hours in the day. 

It also meant that outraged readers 
had to drive down to Collins Head 
in order to register their protests. 

queues 

On Tuesdays there were usually 
two queues, one at the News Office 
and one at the editor’s house. To 
avoid unfairness, people with com¬ 
plaints were given numbered chits, 
so they could be assured that some¬ 
one else would not get their scream 
heard first. Coffee was served, and 
many good friendships sprang up a- 
rnong people waiting to assault the 
editor. 

Now the News has a phone. 

- The News phone will not be ten¬ 
ded at all hours, but protests and 
accusations can now be transmitted 
electrically when someone is in the 
New Office by dialing 2348. 

The editor's home phone number 
(for compliments and lunch invita¬ 
tions only, please) is 2349. 

1 5 December 1975 


Four divorces 

SUPREME COURT actions last week 
included orders that Nimpex N.I. should 
pay $2,200 to the estate of James Allen; 
that Peter and Annette Hoyt should pay 
$25 back interest to Brian Cooper; that 
Kingfisher Ltd. and Empress Finance 
Ltd. should be dissolved; and that mar¬ 
riages of Betty and James Laing, Mau¬ 
reen and Don Reynolds, Helen and Brian 
Crossley and Jacquelin and Geoffrey 
Ryan should be dissolved. 

There was no sitting of the Court of 
Petty Sessions. 

They're dreaming of 
a dusty Christmas 

A DUSTY CHRISTMAS is on the 
cards-after all for residents of Beef¬ 
steak Road in Longridge. 

Sealing of the densely-populated 
lane was given high priority by the 
Works Committee, but the arrival of 
the Hanseat and the lie de Luraiere 
took most of the road workforce off 
their regular duties and into lighter¬ 
age operations. 

Rough weather and jumbled cargoes 
delayed unloading. As a result, 
according to Works Supervisor Boony 
Buffett, a fortnight of normal Works 
Department progress has been lost. 

Mr. Buffett said it was now hoped 
that sealing of Selwyn Pine Road 
could be finished by Christmas, but 
the lie de Lumiere is scheduled to re¬ 
turn from New Zealand in a week or 
so, and further delays could occur. 


Slant station 

SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD Anthony 
Custance has turned up on the giant 
Wingadee property north-west of New 
South Wales, jackerooing. 

Be something of a contrast to Norfolk, 
where Anthony was looking after dad's 
place a few months back. 

The main homestead at Wingadee is 
set well back from the road ... 25 miles 
back as a matter of fact. 

The station has its own general store 
and pub < 


Specs shock 

A RESIDENT TELLS us he recently 
received a pair of spectacles by air 
mail from New Zealand. 

Postage was 29 cents - about 24 
cents Australian, he says. 

He had to send the same glasses 
back for adjustment, paying Australian 
postage, which came to an astonishing 
$2.25. 

5 *’ 





PRIZEGIVING AND CONCERT WIND UP THE YEAR FOR 
THE CHILDREN (F NORFOLK ISLAND CENTRAL SCHOOL 


INFANTS ACADEMIC PRIZES 
1st GRADE 

Louise Nobbs 1st, Bobbie Heins 2nd, 
Andrew Brown - Mark McCoy - Most 
Improved. 

2nd GRADE 

Sue Pearson 1st, Annette Coleman 2nd, 
Glen Knight - Most Improved. 

PRIMARY ACADEMIC PRIZES 
3rd GRADE 

Justine Cree 1st, Geoffrey LeCren - 
Most Improved. 

4th GRADE 

Patricia McCarthy 1st, Gillian Alston - 
Most Improved. 

5th GRADE 

Darren Buffett 1st, David Nobbs - 
Most Improved. 

6th GRADE 

Bronwyn Smith, Juliette Yager 1st, 
Janelle Blucher - Most Improved. 
PRIMARY HONOUR AWARD PRIZES 
3rd GRADE - Darren Nicolai 
, 4th GRADE - Paul Muscat 
5th GRADE - Denise Huckstep 
6th GRADE - Brenda Summerscales 
OVERALL WINNER... Gary Bigg 
SECONDARY ACADEMIC PRIZES 

-FORM - !- 

Judy Anderson - 1st in English, Science, 
Social Studies 

Glen Peters - 1st in Mathematics 
Ann McCoy - 1st in Girl's Craft 
John McCoy - 1st in Boy's Craft 


Leanne Boucher - 1st in Secondary Music 
FORM II 

Helen Svendsen - 1st in English, Mathe¬ 
matics, Science, Home Science, 
Needlework, 

Patricia Smith - 1st in Geography, 
Secondary French 
Leon McCowan - 1st in Metalwork 
Mark Prechelt - 1st in Woodwork 
Robbie McCoy - 1st in Agriculture 
Peter Quintal - 1st in Technical Drawing 
Glen Blucher - 1st in Secondary Art 
FORM III 

Kerry Robertson - 1st in Mathematics, 
Science, Geography, Technical 
Drawing, Secondary Commerce 
John Jenkins - 1st in Woodwork, Metal¬ 
work 

Cherie Nobbs - 1st in English 
Julieanne Bunker - 1st in Needlework 
Debra Nobbs - 1st in Home Science 
Noel Bunker - 1st in Agriculture 
FORM IV 

Richard Robertson - 1st in Mathemat¬ 
ics, Science, Metalwork 
Anna Christian - 1st in English, 
Geography 

Carolynne Douran - 1st in Needlework, 
Home Science 


David Evans - 1st in Woodwork 
Michael Sanders - 1st in Agriculture 
• SCHOOL SERVICE PRIZES 
■ JUNIOR BOY: John Pitcher 
. JUNIOR GIRL; Wendy Anderson, 

Sheryl Deadman 
: SENIOR BOY: John Jenkins 
SENIOR GIRL: Debra Nobbs 
CAPTAINS PRIZES 
Anna Christian 
Richard Robertson 
BANK PRIZES 

Rhonda Buffett, Sheryl Deadman, 

Jane Evans, Michele LeCren, Robyn 
Nicolai, Wendy Anderson, Juliette 
Yager, Bronwyn Smith 

Six new teachers 
to start In 1976 

NEW DEPUTY MASTER of the Norfolk 
Island School, in charge of the primary 
school, is Mr. Paul Travers. He re¬ 
places Steve Galbraith. 

Mr. Travers comes from Northmead, 
N.S.W. He is married and has two pre¬ 
school children. 

Other new teaching staff who will 
take up duties from January 27th are 
Mr. Malcolm Standstrom, of Penshurst, 
who is also married, with one pre-school 
child (Mr. Standstrom replaces John 
Snelling); Miss M.C. Chandler, of 
Mudgee, replacing Liz Sciulli; Mr. S.J. 
Robinson, of Forster, who will teach 
English, replacing Kathy Chivers; Miss 
R. J. Roberts, of Deniliquin, who will 
take Mrs. Galbraith's place teaching 
home science and needlework; and Mr. 
P.R. Lamb, ofWagga, who will replace 
David Regal as teacher of industrial arts. 

Students go back to school January 
28th. 


THE "NORFOLK LIVING" EDITRESS 
IS STILL TALKING ABOUT... 

JIGGETY jagged to Pit¬ 
cairn Memorial Hall Friday morning 
for a quick chat with Dyann Fitzpat¬ 
rick who with Jan Christian conceived 
the idea of the newest venture on Nor¬ 
folk - The Mini-Market. 

Congratulations to exhibitors Jane 
Craven, Lynn Berriman, Amy Bathie, 
Neen Merrill, Gwen Stanton, The 
Wives and Mothers Club and to Dyann 
and Jan who have put into operation 
their long-time dream of promoting 
Norfolk's crafts. Hope there will be 
more exhibitors each fortnight and 
that this will become a project which 
the island community will do its best 
to support. 


REAL NORFOLK 

ICECREAM! 

5 BIG 
FLAVORS 



SPECIALS 

90Z BUCKET ONLT 280 18QZ TUB ONLY 900 
ask about prices for larger balk quantities 
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Business & Commerce 


[FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES I 


£E . 6171 
$NZ 1.2022 
F.Fr 5.554 
HK$ 6.297 
YEN 380.53 


W. GERMANY Dm. 3.272 

FIJI F$ 1.0725 

USA US$ 1.2527 

NOUMEA CP.Fr. 100.99 

NEW GUINEA PAR 

■ (Courtesy of Commonwealth' Bank) 


Govt GztteDSgsg 


MERRY Christmas & Happy New Year. 
LORD Howe also sends greetings. 

GREG H1NKS no longer boarding houses 
authorised officer, registrar of dogs, 
poundkeeper, truant officer, or inspec - 
tor of brands, marks, bulls, food sales, 
slaughtering or weights. 

~SGT. HARRISON is truant officer and 
inspector of brands, marks and slaught¬ 
ering. 

TONY GUISEPPI is food sales inspector. 
SURVEYOR: P.J. Robinson authorised. 
DECLARED RESIDENTS; Peter & Joyce 
Middleton, Eric & Thelma Semple. 
TENDER for new Works Depot vehicle 
shelters won by Nobby Bruce, $58,863.02. 
NO SAND to be taken from Emily or 
Slaughter; only from Cemetery Bay as 
set out in Gzt. 52, 13/11/75. 

AIR FARES and other assistance avail¬ 
able to help children of residents con¬ 
tinue education overseas; applications 
must be in by 9/1/76. 

ABSENTEE Ballots were available for 
Australian elections. 

VEHICLE INSPECTOR: Robin McGlasham 
authorised. 

PHONE OPERATOR; Mrs. Cecily Bigg 
apptd. weekdays to 17/1. 

COURT of Petty Sessions 13/110am. 
LIQUOR LICENSE for Hillcrest Hotel 
applied for by Jim Needham. 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE, hairdressing and 
food sales licenses must be renewed 
by 1/1; some crown lease rentals also 
due then. 

FINAL MEETING: Island Pines Ltd. 19/1. 


NEW OWNERS FOR N.I.'S 
NO. 1 GROWING BUSINESS 

NORFOLK'S NEW NURSERYMEN, 
Helen and Hugh Sampson, will oper¬ 
ate from Tony Math.y's old shop until 
they are properly established out at 
Steel's Point. 

Among the improvements they want 
to make to Bill Sanders Snr's old l£ 
acre property is terracing at different 
levels. 

They will sell from the area at the 
top of the driveway, near the Mokutu 
entrance. 

The Sampsons brought a Leyland 
diesel van with them, so that they 
can deliver fully advanced trees and 
shrubs. 

They'll probably put down a bore, 
but are waiting on arrival of tank 
moulds that got left behind in Nowra, 
New South Wales, Australia, where 
the Sampsons were tunning two nurser¬ 
ies for the last five years. 

Before that, Hugh had been a mar¬ 
ket gardener, saw miller and dairy 
farmer. 

Shade houses have to be built. 

The exposed position is something 
of a worry too and windbreaks will have 
to be put up. 

Helen and Hugh Sampson want to go 
heavily into propagating rather than 
importing, and a misting glass-house 
is on the drawing board too. 

It may go down in the valley with 
the shade houses. "It's hot as hell 
down there,Helen reflected. 

Helen thin'': they might start propa • 
gating with hibiscus varieties, but she 
. has her eye on a big red New South 
Wales Christmas bush she has noticed 
growing over a fence during her four 
weeks here. 

Eventually, they'll be grafting name 
varieties of macadamias and avocad- 
oes, and maybe mangoes. 

But they have placed a big order 
with a Brisbane house for the last three 
trees to be delivered next year. 

And they are keeping their fingers 
crossed about the mangoes too. 

- "Tony told us he lost 100 per cent 


plants from these countries. 

So far, things are going well, and 
the only setback so far is a few hun¬ 
dred dollars worth of dents to the Ley- 
land—one in each corner, which 
happened during unloading, when the 
truck twisted on the crane rope, just 
knocking against the ship's side. 

ISLAND'S OWN ICE CREAM 
Nil expanding again 

NORFOLK ISLAND ICE-CREAM has 
appeared on Norfolk once again with 
the starting of production by Nobbs & 
Inglis. 

Last Monday the firm began making 
a range of flavours including vanilla, 
lime, strawberry, chocolate and straw¬ 
berry-nut . 

It is being sold in small containers 
at Centre Point Delicatessen. The 
Castaway Hotel was the first bulk user 
to begin buying the locally-made 
product. 

FLIGHTS AT PEAK 

AIR SERVICE moves into .top gear 
this week, with flights from Sydney 
every day and flights from Auckland 
every day but Tuesday. 

Qantas is making twin flights from 
Australia on Saturdays and Sundays, 
and Wednesday week as well. 

Passenger seats are booked virtually 
full from Sydney through January 10th, 
and from Auckland December 20th- 
January 4th. 

In the week to Saturday, 845 Kg 
of cargo arrived from Sydney. Air 
New Zealand's F-27s nearly doubled 
that total, bringing in 1499 Kg. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines continued to han¬ 
dle substantial shipments from Bris¬ 
bane, totalling 450 Kg. 

There are no restrictions on cargo 
at the moment, other than Qantas's 
inability to accept packages that can't 
fit into the cargo hold door. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 

Syd. Syd. Akl. Akl. Bne._Bne. 

•fll.35 12.451 10.30lll.45l - f8.301 


of the mangoes he brought in last year, T 4.20 5.20 

Helen said. w 1-35 2.45 10.30 11.45 1.00 2.00 

This was due to the notorious methyl T 1,35 2 - 45 l°-30 11.4£ 2.30 
bromide treatment. ^ 1-35 2.45 10.30 11.45 

The couple are just going through 3 12.5( 1.5C 10.30 11.45 5.30 8.30 
Australian and New Zealand seed cata- ” 1-35 2.45 

logues. s 1.35 2.45 10.30 11.45 5.15 8.30 

They plan to tty a lot of native " J4.20 15,20 ______ _____ ____ _____ 
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U.N. TO STUDY FUTURE 
OF TOKELAU I SUNOS 

A DRAFT RESOLUTION welcoming 
a New Zealand invitation to the United 
Nations to send a fact-finding mission 
to the Tokelau Islands in mid 1976 has 
been unanimously adopted by the UN 
fourth committee (trusteeship). 

The mission will study the possibil¬ 
ities for the islands’ future political 
development, the territory’s situation 
and the wishes and aspirations of its 
people. 

The UN's special committee on de¬ 
colonisation earlier noted with appre¬ 
ciation the steps taken by New Zeal¬ 
and to enable the Tokelau Islanders 
to determine their own future and wel¬ 
comed New Zealand's effective part¬ 
icipation in UN consideration of the 
question. 


AUSTRALIA, JAPAN LOOK 
AT SOLOMONS ALUMINA 

A FEASIBILITY STUDY into what 
could become a $200m. alumiHa in¬ 
vestment on Rennell Island in the Sol¬ 
omon Islands got underway recently. 
Reports say the Government of the 


Solomons has signed an agreement 
with the Mitsui Mining and Smelting 
Company and Pacific Aluminium Pro¬ 
prietary Limited, a subsidiary of Con- 
zinc Riotinto of Australia, authorising 
the study to be undertaken. 

A Mitsui spokesman said the study 
should be completed by the end of 
this year. If the study is successful, 
an alumina producing plant yvill be 
built on Rennell, where Mitsui owns 
mining rights for local bauxite depos¬ 
its estimated to contain 30 million 
tonnes. 

Another 30 million tonnes is expect¬ 
ed to be found on Wagina Island where 
Conzinc Riotinto has die mining rights. 
It also would be processed through the 
Rennell plant. 


ISLANDERS ARE WARNED 
N.Z. LIFE IS RUGGED 

DON'T COME TO AUCKLAND until 
the economy recovers, is the advice 
given to Pacific Islanders by the co- 
chairman of the Pacific Islanders Advi¬ 
sory Council, Samoan Mr. V.Ala'ilima 
Eteuati. 

He told the Urbanization and Auck¬ 
land Conference that almost every 
Islander family in Auckland had one 



PACIFIC ROUND 


member out of work just now. 

Mr. Eteuati also painted a grim pic¬ 
ture of Islander life in New Zealand.. 

They earned high wages.. but at a 
price. 

A Pacific Island family lived in dark¬ 
ness for a week because they did not 
know how to change a light bulb and 
none knew the word for bulb. 

Another family had cooked on a fur¬ 
nace in the backyard for a week.. they 
did not know how to put 20c in the gas 
meter. 

The dangers of the situation were 
exacerbated by the city's housing 
■; shortage, providing a rich ground for 
unscrupulous landlords. 

Overcrowding led to deteriorating 
health. Excessive drinking led to 
brushes with the law. Too often chil¬ 
dren tended to become delinquent. 

They continue to come here, how - 
ever, to better their lot, to educate 
their children, to gain employment. 

'But the real reason is to rub should - 
trs wi th the white man, though no 
Islander will ever admit that". 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you ipay be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be_ 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAY d in ne r and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors ~ Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 


JM&FWM TOURIST JWWS 


Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed — envy them. 

Places offe:ing a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O, staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChe$ne’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar. 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

| MONDAY 

| Housie, Leagues Club 
j Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
j Film, Norfolk Hotel 
j TUESDAY 

Commandant's Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
] Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
I WEDNESDAY 

School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm'bord. Valley View 
: N. 1. Film, Paradise Hotel 
' Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord. Valley View 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and JesS Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouguet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P.O.Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; froiji 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If yOu send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
^ you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Comet 
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IT’S.A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 

I 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY / 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


ADriil 7 riAVO 7 Of! Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN I UATo i*OU am X0 y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm —sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees.. .a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars., .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
item's.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies...games...artists’ requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Reneober Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1p.m., and 
agaip from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of Its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con- 
tri bute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 
flnrlnn * 9.30-11.30 and 2-3Mon-M 
UUULUr • Sa"t. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 
Visiting : 11-12; 2-4; 7-8.30 

As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. Q.Box94. 

Visitors Weicose at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip G id ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settles, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' there was question of 
whether Sydney i~ New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Gut 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ’’ Bainty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. ' 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday SchooJL 10 a. m., services at 
11am,and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills. 







TTTough! 
and smoooth 

Sony now redefines what a radio is all about with model ICF- 
5500M, Captain 55—a high-performance 4-band pgrtable re¬ 
ceiver for the FM, SW, MW and Marine bands. The dynamic¬ 
styling of Captain 55 includes excellent features you would never 
expect to find in a portable unit—for example, dynamic 2.8 watt 
output, amazing sensitivity due to the FET (Field Effect Transistor), 
excellent selectivity thanks to the Ceramic Filters, and many at¬ 
tractive controls and functions. A convenient timer, a loudness 
control, separate bass and treble tone controls, a large multipur¬ 
pose meter, jacks for stereo sound, and much more. All these 
make operating Captain 55 a new pleasure in itself. This mechani¬ 
cal black-faced Captain 55 is the fruit of Sony's advanced engi¬ 
neering and superb technology. Its great reliability and durability, 
assured by all solid-state circuitry including an 1C (Integrated 
Circuit), combine to make Captain 55 a "ship and shore" porta¬ 
ble. On board ship or in the mountains, this 4-band high per¬ 
former, the captain of portable radio units, will guide you to many 
hours of listening pleasurel 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 

Features ■ 6 bands-FM, MW, SW 1; SW 8 , SW„ SW, ■ Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM ■ Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW ■ 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW ■ Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control ■ Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch ■ Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D” size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) ■ Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage ■ 
A world time dial tells you the time throughout the world. ■ An 
1C for great reliability and stability ■ Earphone jack and recording 
jack 


Research Makes the Difference 














EDITORIAL 


Letters 


THE AUSTRALIAN EJECTION RESULT will have many effects on Norfolk. 

The mainland voters hav®dismdssed the Labor Government after having 
given it several years in power^^rfbor managed with a majority of three 
seats in the House; the Liberal - National Country Part Coalition seems to be 
assured of a majority of more than 50 seats, and seems to have retained con¬ 
trol of the Senate. Mr. Whitlam is now only a Member, as is Mr. Bryant. 

As a result, it seems probable that -- 

-- Pressures to amalgamate Norfolk Island into Australia, and make it 
conform with "the rest of Australia", will disappear for the time being. 

-- Socialist philosophies, including Mr. Bryant's belief that there should 
be no private ownership of land on Norfolk, will become merely philosophies 
again rather than prospective Government policies. 

-- Extensive Canberra spending, on Norfolk studies, visits, reports and 
supporting services, will soon dwindle. The possibility of a large grant to 
upgrade the airport may be less. 

-- Business's willingness to take a punt on the future will re-appear, per¬ 
haps quite quickly. If this is reflected in economic recovery, as it should be, 
Norfolk's flow of Australian tourists should continue. 

Inflation will be a greater, rather than less, threat for a time. Mr. Fra - 
ser may well feel that a bit more inflation is better than a continuation of 
heavy unemployment statistics. For Norfolk this would mean more shipping 
rises, more air fare rises, more increases in the cost of everything we import 
from Australia. 

Devaluation of the Australian dollar becomes a clear possibility. Labor 
avoided it, not wanting to add one more shock to its catalogue of troubles in 
the past six months. But the Australian dollar seems over-valued in compari¬ 
son with other leading currencies, and Mr. Fraser may find it easier to lump 
a 10 - 15*55; devaluation-in with-other housecleaning steps he will be taking. 

For Norfolk this would mean higher costs from outside Australia - - but a bet¬ 
ter deal for New Zealand tourists, who are im portent to our economy. 

Mr. Athol Kelly will almost certainly not be our new Administrator. 

Mr. C. I. Buffett may find himself in the main chair at Kingston for some 
months, as the new Government tends to more urgent questions. 

Sir John Nimmo's recommendations for the Island’s future -- unless he 
believes we should become part of the mainland systems -- will probably 
be more likely to be accepted than if Labor had stayed in power. Separate¬ 
ness for Norfolk seemed to chafe Labor, but the Coalition probably won't 
care much either way, and will give weight to what Norfolk seems to want. 

Respect for the Monarchy will regain ground. 

We don't vote, and our ideas about what the new Government should do 
may not count for much. But if we were asked, we'd recommend an open 
mind on Sir John Nimmo's report; a reduction in extravagant spending by 
Canberra Departments 'in the interests of Norfolk'; a policy of allowing Nor¬ 
folk to study and comment on any law at all that is proposed to apply here, 
before it goes into effect; and an early visit to Norfolk by the new Minister, 
if he does not have personal knowledge of the Island. 

And we’d suggest, gratuitously, that well-to-do Lib supporters make a 
serious effort to develop some genuine philosophies about what the Australian 
people want. They were prone to ignore the question, as they chased Knight¬ 
hoods and attended each others' receptions, and that's really why they were 
thrown out of office three years ago. 


Secretary saving 
his own hide? 

Was Mr. Engledow trying to focus 
the blame on Council to save his own 
hide during the concluding stages of 
the Royal Commission? 

I refer to your last publication of 
8th December, 1975, under the head¬ 
ing "Engledow Letters” your article 
says; "Mr. Engledow also strongly de¬ 
fended himself under what he called 
intemperate attacks made by Council 
over the suggested appointment of a 
legal drafting officer." 

If Mr. Engledow was correctly re¬ 
ported I most strongly refute this 
assertion, and in particular the. use of 
the words "intemperate attacks". Noth¬ 
ing could be further from the truth. 

The subject relates to discussion 
concerning the appointment of another 
highly paid legal officer to do prelimin¬ 
ary draft work on proposed local Ordin¬ 
ances. I quote from a letter to the 
Deputy Administrator dated 20th Oct. 
1975 from the Secretary, Department 
of the Capital Territory, Canberra and 
placed before the Council Meeting 5th 
November, 1975 for consideration; 

"Are you prepared to recruit one extra 
senior man, at your Administration’s 
expense, to begin to get training and 
experience in this work? ” The same 
letter concludes: "Please discuss this 
with Council and let me have your 
views." 

I do not know the expressed views of 
the Deputy Administrator apropos this 
matter, however, after careful and a 
moderate deliberation of the facts 
known to Council the matter was re¬ 
solved: "All elected Councillors pres¬ 
ent voted in favour of the motion. 

The Chairman abstained. Carried. 

If Mr. Engledow was prompted to 
go off half - cocked from the contents 
of the unconfirmed Council Minutes, 
or, the reported say-so of some stooge, 
then 1 should like to say that the bur¬ 
den on the Australian tax-payer for 
the high salary of a self-confessed "fat- 
cat” is surely money being poured down 
a "rat hole". 

A.S. BATHIE 


our lives were 
In his hands 

I read with surprise the published 
Duffy’s Gen and also my license which 
I have prized over the years since be- 
.ing on Norfolk during the war years but 
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having settled down to reading same I 
came to the conclusion that it was of 
interest to the people on Norfolk. I 
always said .1 would return to Norfolk 
and of course it took me 31 years but 
the place is still as beautiful and un¬ 
hurried as before and my only comments 
are too many cars and too many shops 
selling the same things. 

I was a Cpl. at the time under Spen¬ 
cer Clapp, and I would say he was 
one of the finest boatmen in the world 
because we worked Kingston and Cas¬ 
cade in some awful weather and he 
certainly trained us well. George 
Adams Snr. was what we call a hatch- 
man and our lives were in his hands 
when landing cargo and also 44 gal¬ 
lon drums of petrol into a lighter that 
at times was moving along the ship 
and rising up about 10 feet also but 
never once missed putting them in or 
hurting anyone. 

J. ROBINSON 

ex Sgt. Marine Section. 

the rights of the 
Senate and the 6-6 

MR. DAVID VENNING (Letters. 

24th November) asks "How Sir John 
Kerr, a representative of an irrele¬ 
vant European monarch, can dismiss 
a popularly and properly elected 
government, advised by a Chief Jus¬ 
tice who is a former opposition party 
attorney-general. ” 

Had Mr. Venning consulted the 
Australian Constitution, he would 
have found that the Queen is Queen 
of Australia and that none of her Euro¬ 
pean titles is relevant. 

The following sections of the Con¬ 
stitution appear to be material to 
what has happened in Australia. 

As to the power of the Senate to re¬ 
fuse or defer supply: 

"53. Proposed laws appropriating 
revenue or moneys, or imposing taxa¬ 
tion, shall not originate in the Senate 
... The Senate may not amend propos¬ 
ed laws imposing taxation or proposed 
laws appropriating revenue or moneys 
for the ordinary annual services of the 
Government. 

The Senate may not amend any 
proposed law so as to increase any pro¬ 
posed charge or burden on the people. 

The Senate may at any stage return 
to the House of Representatives any 
proposed law which the Senate may 
not amend, requesting, by message, 
the omission or amendment of any 
items or provisions therein... " 

As to whether the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives is superior to the Senate: 

"53.Except as provided in 

this section, the Senate shall have 
equal power with the House of Repre¬ 


sentatives in respect of all proposed 
laws." 

As to the powers of the Queen: 

"61. The executive power of the 
Commonwealth is vested in the Queen 
and is exercisable by the Governor- 
General as the Queen's representative, 
and extends to the execution and 
maintenance of this Constitution, 
and of the laws of the Commonwealth." 

As to the power of the Governor- 
General to dismiss the Prime Mini¬ 
ster (the underlining being my own): 

"62. There shall be a Federal Ex¬ 
ecutive Council to advise the Govern¬ 
or-General on the government of the 
Commonwealth, and the members of 
the Council shall be chosen and sum¬ 
moned by the Governor-General and 
sworn as Executive Councillors,. and 
shall hold office during his pleasure. " 

"64. The Governor-General may 
appoint officers to administer such 
departments of state of the Common¬ 
wealth as the Governor-General in 
Council may establish. Such officers 
shall hold office during the pleasure 
of the Governor-General . They 
shall be members of the Federal Ex¬ 
ecutive Council and shall be the 
Queen's ministers of state for the 
Commonwealth..." 

As to the Governor-General's power 
to prorogue the Parliament: 

” 5. The Governor-General may 
appoint such times for holding the 
sessions of the Parliament as he 
thinks fit, and may also from time 
to time, by proclamation or other¬ 
wise, prorogue the Parliament, and 
may in like manner dissolve the 
House of Representatives... " 

As to the importance of supply: 

"81. All revenues or moneys 
raised or received by the executive 
government of the Commonwealth 
shall form one Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, to be appropriated for the pur¬ 
poses of the 'Commonwealth in the 



manner and subject to the charges 
and liabilities imposed by this Con¬ 
stitution. " 

"83. No money shall be drawn from 
the Treasury of the Commonwealth 
except under appropriation made by 
law..." 

No provision of the Constitution en¬ 
visages the Governor-General taking 
the advice of the Chief Justice of the 
High Court of Australia. Nor is this 
anywhere prohibited. 

If analogies are relevant, the Queen 
of Great Britain has access to legal 
advice from the highest judges. If 
analogies are not relevant, then the 
propriety of the Governor-General's 
consulting the Chief Justice will de¬ 
pend on which of several available 
theories is preferred. Nonetheless, 
whatever legal advice he takes, the 
Governor-General is responsible for 
his own decision and in the present 
case, having been Chief Justice of 
New South Wales, Sir John may be 
better qualified than most to appreci¬ 
ate the legalities of the position. 

It is irrelevant that the Chief Justice 
was formerly a Liberal attorney-gen¬ 
eral. It is equally irrelevant that 
the Governor-General was appointed 
on the advice of the Labor Party. 

What is relevant is how the Gov¬ 
ernor-General, who is responsible for 
the executive government of Aust¬ 
ralia, can carry out his responsibil¬ 
ities according to law, when his ad¬ 
visers cannot obtain supply for that 
executive government according to 
law. 

In the present climate, it may be 
impossible to approve or disapprove 
of the Governor-General's action 
without becoming involved In politi¬ 
cal argument. My purpose is only to 
point out that what the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral did was clearly within his legal 
powers. 

DUNCAN MclNTYRE. 


why did Alexander 
Smith change names? 

As a writer researching the charac¬ 
ter of Alexander Smith (Ref. P. 57 
Rambler's Guide) seaman of the "Boun¬ 
ty", it is interesting he nicknamed 
himself John Adams. This seems a 
contradiction in terms that he should 
have rejected the Alexander Smith for 
a name he himself favoured, after 
having become allegedly.religious and 
a leader. 

This opens many areas for specula¬ 
tion. Could you further enlighten me 
as to his motives re change of name. ; 

Thanking you for your patience and 
understanding. 

B. TANNER 
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tationery items for home, 
ffice, club, school, gift 
nd personal use. 


have what you need we re 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


RADIO NORFOLK - 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7. 
Local: 10. Local 

MONDAY 

7.00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Music Round¬ 

about (Sylvia^, 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Petula Parti ^ 

10.45 Mom. serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
1.00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

7.00 Music (Paul) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Vanity Fair 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Roger) 


- DEC 15 - 21 VL-2-NI 

' frequency, 1570 KHZ. 

30 World & Local; 8.30 World & 

; 12. Local; 1. World & Local 


9.15 Arts Magazine 

9.30 Melody Time (Pat) 

10.00 Local News 

10.05 Contact 

10.45 Morning Serial 

10.00 Requests 

12. 00 News 

10.00 News 

THURSDAY 

7.00 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Scope (Sylvia) 

10." 00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morning Serial 
12.00 Local News 
12.05 Intern' 1 Call 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 iMusic (Beryl) 

10.00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


11.30 Insight 
12. 00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

1.15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 
10.00 Music (Sylvia) 

10. 30 Star Interview 
12, 00 Local News 
12.05 Requests 
L 00 World News 
SUNDAY 
4. 00 Music 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Children's Story 
7.00 A Christmas Carol 

by Charles Dickens 
(Beryl) 

7.45 Singers of Renown 

8.30 Don Juan (23) 

8.45 My Word It's My 
Music - & Christmas 

' Special ’ 

9.45 Music 


iUSIC IN LONDON | 

Y77 Y - 1 


; THE FIRST PUBLIC engagement 
after winning an international piano 
competition is bound to put the extr a 
burden of inflated public expectation 
on to a young pianist, particularly 
when the entire jury is known to have 
been unhesitating and unanimous in 
its decision. 

Dmitri Alexeev is the First Prize¬ 
winner of this year's Leeds Internation¬ 
al Piano Competition. His first pub¬ 
lic recital in England (one of many 
rewards including a recording contract) 
was at the Queen Elizabeth Hall on 
November 20. 

I approach this type of recital with 
particular anticipation founded on 
the youth and precocious talents of 
■such performers. 

Alexeev was born in 1947 in Mos¬ 
cow and at the age of six entered the 
Central Music School at the Moscow 
Conservatory. 

After graduating at eighteen he 
entered the Moscow Conservatory 
where he studied under Professor Bash- 
korov. 


I In 1969 he won second prize at the 
Marguerite Long Competition in Paris 
and First Prize at the Georges Enescu 
‘Competition in Bucharest in 1970. He 
^was also a major prizewinner in the 
■ Tchaikovsky Competition. 

■ His playing had magnificent breadth 
and drive with an enormous range of 
tonal colour. 

He possessed that majestic sweep 
of unequivocal authority that all 
great instrumentalists command. 
Naturally, I was ravished by what I 
venture to call his 'Russian tone', per¬ 
fect spheres of sound, now martellato 
and clangorous, now lyrical and in¬ 
candescent, the piano transformed 
into an orchestra. 

That infallible judge, the tingle 
at the base of the spine produced by 
ringing, singing tone (the tone of 
other Russians such as Gilels, Richter, 
Horowitz) was present in abundance. 

Such rate qualities made his de¬ 
sire to impress, overexcitement, fre¬ 
quent rushing and lapses of structur¬ 
al tension most confusing. 

Inaccuracies were like nails driven 
into the brain (wrong notes with pene¬ 
trating tone are agonizing). 

He often broke the 'tonal ceiling' 
of the instrument with unusually ugly 
results owing to the intense contrast 
with the passages of tonal splendour. 
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LIVING 


Norfolk 



IT'S ALMOST AS important to keep 
kikuyu from growing round young avo- 
cadoes as from bananas. 

The reason is the same: competition 
from weeds suppresses fruiting. 

Of course, an avocado will fruit 
eventually, but keeping the ground 
around the young tree clean will mean 
you pick fruit sooner. 

Clearing can be done by spraying 
or by hoeing -- but if you hoe, keep 
it shallow, so as not to interfere with 
the surface root system. 

Mulching is a good way to achieve 
clean ground, and cuts evaporation 
by half or more. 

Avocadoes benefit from fertiliser, 
too, particularly nitrogen-contain¬ 
ing fertilisers. 

Most island avocadoes are grown 
from seedling, which is a lottery you 
have to wait years for the drawing - - 
to find out if the fruit is good. 

A lot of seedling avocadoes produce 
good small-seeded fruit regularly, 
of course, but a lot don't. 

An<J as the Norfolk fruit and veget¬ 
able market becomes more sophis¬ 
ticated, recognised varieties will be 
more valuable than orphans. 

Anyway, grafted trees bear sooner 
--as early as three years. 

Avocadoes can be grafted or budded 
but grafting is usually preferred by 
experts. 

You have to be quick, as air dries 
out the exposed surface and kills the 
tree cells. 

The root stock can be grown from 
just about any avocado seed, but if 
you have a choice, pick a big seed 
from a vigorous grower. 

You graft when the seedling is about 
18 inches high, and although you can 
plant the seedling where you want the 
tree, remember that there will almost 
certainly be some grafting failures. 

Put a stake in to tie the grafted 
plant later -- the graft can easily be 
broken open by wind in the first few 
months. 

Choose your scion wood from any 
tree you fancy, but remember that 
named varieties have a lot of advan¬ 
tages. 

Best known would be Fuerte, Hass 
and Sharwil, with varieties like Haz¬ 
ard, Rincon and Zutano in the field. 


NOT SO LONG ago, soda bread was 
the staff of life on Norfolk, and to¬ 
gether with bananas, kumerahs and 
pilhi, was found on most island tables. 

Children took a couple of slices, 
spread with butter and guava jelly to 
school. A couple more slices, with 
some cold meat and cold baked kum¬ 
erahs, went out with the men to the 
farm. 

If it was the whaling season, several 
pieces of soda bread were the basis of 
victuals that might have to last 24 
hours or longer. ■ 

Yeast bread was never baked much. 
Now, of course, most people get their 
bread over the counter, and yeast 
bread at that. 

To many, a loaf of soda bread is 
just a big unwieldy scone, going dry 
and crumbly inside a day. 

But not a good Norfolk loaf. In 
fact, a properly made soda loaf will 
stay fresh longer than yeast bread. 

An expert baker of soda bread took 
pride in keeping the crumb as white 
as possible. In less skilled hands the 
loaf tends to go a sort of virulent yel¬ 
low. 

Worse, what should be a thin, gol¬ 
den crust, thickens into an inch or so 
of unappetising brown discoloration. 

here is a recipe from a woman who 
is undoubtedly an expert, Mrs. Julia 
Buffett, of Yaralla, Steel's Point. 

Mrs. Buffett was chef at Government 
House from 1929 to 1932. 

Stick to the instructions and you'll 
have a snowy white loaf. 


Take five cups of plain flour, one 
teaspoon erf salt, one level teaspoon 
of baking soda and one heaped tea¬ 
spoon of baking powder. Be sure it's 
accurately measured! 

Mix with enough sour milk to make 
a soft dough. 

Put in a greased bread tin and cook 
for only one hour. 


"The secret of white soda bread is 
never overbake it, " Mrs. Buffett says. 

Sometimes two parts of corn meal 
were added to one of flour. 

And once in a while, sultanas or 
raisins '.jould be added to the ingred¬ 
ients. 


THE ARISTOS 
by John Fowles 

EVERYBODY IN LIFE needs some per¬ 
sonal creed to live by, be it religious, 
ethical or personal. My own ethos is 
chiefly ethical, because religion seems 
a high-band self-determining circle 
where one is supposed to kow-tow to 
the ancient formulae of long-dead men 
who may have been leaders in their day 
but have no relevance to now. Rules 
and regulations all all very well, but 
sooner or later everything is subject to 
change, and what was a mortal sin fif¬ 
teen years ago, such as Catholic women 
using the pill, has now been left to the 
discretion of individual bishops, which 
in essence means to every Catholic 
woman’s conscience. Which really 
means that the highest in the land are 
not immutable and totally un-subject 
to change. So the religious need is self- 
eliminating from its very variability. 

Then take the personal creed. I my¬ 
self am as changeable as a spring zephyr 
when it comes to personal feelings. One 
moment I feel deeply about some sub¬ 
ject, like liberty of ealtscdence or be¬ 
lief, and the next moment my feelings 
are shattered by the arbitrary use of 
military law, curfew and martial law 
amongst a nation who until thep was 
thought to be civilised. Like Sdfa un¬ 
til Mrs. Ghandi was thwarted and pro¬ 
claimed herself a dictator. Even those 
who a few weeks ago listened to the 
ran tings and ravings of a megaloman¬ 
iac on the steps of Parliament House 
might have felt that the whole kaboosh 
might strike even nearer home. 

Which leaves one with an ethical 
life's principle, which is the only one 
by which the thinking and sensible man 
can live. And it’s here diat "The Ari- 
stos” makes so much sense. The word 
"Aristos" has nothing to do with the 
aristocracy; it means in the original 
Greek "the excellent man" or "doing 
the best in any given circumstance." 

In other words, a pragmatist, though 
the word was unknown to Plato and 
Aristotle. Every man must live by 
some set of rules. Most of us have in¬ 
sufficient intelligence or insight to 
formulate our own with any degree of 
certainty or exactitude, and this is 
where a reasoned reading of this book 
will put into plain language what most 
of us have thought in a vague and am¬ 
orphous manner for a life-time. Read 
it - it's been my book of the year for 
1975. , 

HENRY SMITH 
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CHRISTMAS time seems to come 
more quickly each year and it’s usually 
the Lions-Club that commences the 
Christmas festivities with its Christmas 
Party for the children. Last Sunday was 
the big day and a very excited group 
of children converged on the Lions Club 
at Kingston to enjoy the ice-creams, 
fairy floss and rides on the merry-go- 
round. At three o'clock the common 
below the club rooms was heavily dot¬ 
ted with small figures all with their 
faces burned skyward. They were look¬ 
ing for Ben Morice’s Cessna aircraft. 
."Look, there it is, " said young Tom 
McIntyre, who had returned from the 
mainland just in time the day before. 
Then Alan Dyer had a busy time with 
the megaphone trying to keep die 
children back on the hill. It was a 
windy day - Ben Morice and his help¬ 
ers looked.as though they were having 
quite a bumpy ride up above the crowd. 
Next time round down came the shower 
of sweets. It was a delightful scene 
watching the children dart here and 
there looking for them. I think though 
the arrival of Santa Claus really stole 
the show. Quite a spectacular sight 
watching the bright red fire engine 
come gleaming down the hill from Pan¬ 
orama Court with Santa Claus standing 
on the back. Then with siren blaring 
and red light flashing Lloyd Pickering 
guided his "reindeers and sleigh" into 
die grounds of the Lions Club. Poor 
Santa had quite a rough time for a few 
minutes, even lost his belt, as the 
children jostled one another tc see 
what Santa had in his sack. Young 
Aaron Graham was thrilled to be asked 
by Santa what he’d like for Christmas. 
"He even gave me a big handful of lol¬ 
lies too, ” said Aaron to his friends after¬ 
wards. There were some littlies who 
weren’t quite sure of die hale and hearty 
fellow dressed in red with a long white 
beard! 

A real treat then followed Santa's 
■visit. The children were told to stand 
along the fence where they would be 
able to watch Santa spray out "snow” 
from the fire engine as it went across 
the bridge down on the common. Even 
the cattle came trotting over to see 
what the strange white foam was. I 
think Pat Magri echoed die thoughts 
of all parents that day wfien she said, 
"The children here are really lucky 
aren’t they?" The Lions Club members 
gave the children a terrific day and even 


supplied a very welcome cup of tea for 
the adults. 

People on Norfolk love concerts, - 
someone said to me recently, and the 
community certainly filled Rawson hall 
for the Primary and Secondary Prize- 
Giving & Concert last Tuesday night. 

The Headmaster, Ian McCowan, wel¬ 
comed everyone and in his report on 
the year's activities paid tribute to the 
support the school had received from 
the Administration, P & C Association, 
the various committees and organiza¬ 
tions on the Island, plus the commun¬ 
ity as a whole. Mr. McCowan said he 
felt that if the school required a partic¬ 
ular piece of equipment then the com¬ 
munity would ensure that it was acquir¬ 
ed. The Deputy Administrator and 
Mrs. Buffett then presented the academ¬ 
ic prizes to the successful pupils in 
both the Primary and Secondary classes. 
There were many proud parents in the 
audience. However, as Mr. McCowan 
congratulated the winners he also re¬ 
minded everyone of the merits of be¬ 
ing a trier. 

• After presentation of all the awards 
and prizes the audience was then enter¬ 
tained by items from various classes in 
the school. Thoroughly enjoyed 
"Christmas at the Shamrock Hotel" - 
very well done by the 6th graders. 

The Chinese "diggers" were particular¬ 
ly good and Michell LeCren's pidgin- 
Chinese was terrific. The evening con¬ 
cluded with the singing of the Pitcairn 
Anthem. 

Thursday was Party Day at the School 
and also at the Playcentre where child¬ 
ren from both groups gathered with 
their mums and a dad here and there to 
enjoy the morning. Since the Bi-Centen 
ary Park has been established the child- 
ten have spent many a pleasant morning 
romping in the paddock next to Rawson 
Hall climbing trees and getting rid of 
some energy. Thursday morning it was 
the venue of their party with the tables 
set out under the trees loaded with the 
goodies the mothers had brought along. 
Arthur and Connie Maxwell’s novelty 
face cakes were a great hit with the 
children - they thoroughly enjoyed 
eating off the Smartie eyes! Must al¬ 
so mention Rhonda Gardner's beauti¬ 
ful swans, made from choux pastry, 
Swimming on a lake of jelly crystals, 
ft was decided they would be more 
appreciated by the mums than the 
Children.' Again die children were de¬ 
lighted with the arrival of Santa Claus 
oil the fire engine - must pay tribute 
to the "Playcentre" Santa, same very 
willing Santa has been coming each 
year for about six years - one year he 
walked right across the golf course to 
the Lime Kiln on a very hot day. 

. After all die gifts had been dispensed, 
the children were taken for a ride on the 


fire engine. A lovely morning. 

Believe the children at the school had 
an enjoyable "last day", being enter¬ 
tained by Alex Hood, Australian folk¬ 
lorist and singer, whose visit had been 
arranged by the Norfolk Is land Branch 
of the Arts Council. A most interest¬ 
ing chap. The audience at Rawson 
Hall on Thursday night was fascinated 
with the wealth of Mr. Hood's know¬ 
ledge of Australian folklore. He told 
the audience the real story of one of 
Australia's monuments to bad luck - 
the dog sitting on the tucker box five 
(or nine!) miles from Gundagai. Did 
you know that a didgeridoo is made by 
termites hollowing out tjie branch of a 
tree? Mr. Hood explained how the 
didgeridoo is made and then played 
the dance of the brolga giving the 
bird's call on the didgeridoo also. 
Terrific! Through song and anecdotes 
we also learnt of a bullocky's Ufe. 

A very interesting evening concluded 
by Mr. Hood reciting a poem about a 
bom whinger - the poor miserable chap 
was still whinging when he got to heaven; 


NEWS "MlnlAds" 


09lck photo service 

Black and white or colour in ,7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines.__ rr i _ 

Position vacant 

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED for 
the position of Manager/Manageress 
at the South Pacific Hotel Shop. 

This is a responsible position and re¬ 
quires experience in all fields of tour¬ 
ist selling. 

hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thurs¬ 
day, Friday, Saturday: 

8.30 - 10.00 a.m. -.12-2 p.m. 

6.30 - 9.30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 8.30 - 10.00 a. m.; 

12 - 2 p. m. 

Salary is attractive and will depend 
on qualifications and experience. 

This position is available from 5th 
January, 1976. 

Please apply in person or in writing 
to the Tourist Department Manager, 
Burns Philp (Norfolk Island) Limited, 
*'orfelk Island. 


Younger set 

THE ANNUAL-GENERAL MEETING 
will be held this Wednesday at 8pm 
in the Youth Centre, Kingston. Would 
| all interested persons please attend as 
Iwe would like to elect a new commit- 
jte^and^or^anise^umme^activitiesj^^ 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 


"No", Alan Buffett called to him, 

"use the side iron, not one' of the good 
ones." 

In instant rage, Barty shouted , "If 
I can’t use my harpoqils as I please, 
you can take the boSt. " And he jump¬ 
ed out of the mate boat chi to the back 
of the whale, and walked across it, 
and jumped into the fast boat. 

And the astonishing story of the— 
right whale. 

Only humpbacks had ever been M . 
taken round Norfolk Island until the 
year Number Three Company was 
having a bad season, in about the mid- 
18 90s. 


to 



WHALING FROM OPEN boats has 
long finished on Norfolk, but stories 
of these times are still told. 

There was the one about how Frank 
Bates Evans died. 

He lived on the top of a hill near 
Steel’s Point. One morning as he 
left his house he told his granddaughter: 
"Come out and watch Dad’s boat. It’s 
the last time you’ll see Dad." 

The boats set out from Cascade as 
usual and the boat Frank was in sight¬ 
ed a cow and calf and followed them 
round to the Cabbage, in view of the 
house. 

His granddaughter saw the boats 
coming into sight and stopped work 
to watch. 

Frank Bates drove the harpoon into 
the cow. The massive flukes whipped 
round and down, smashing the bow 
off the boat, and Frank Bates was dead. 

"He was unmarked," the islanders 
remember, "though he must have been 
hit by the fluke or a piece of timber." 

Then there was the sea serpent. The 
boat Bern Quintal was in sighted it - - 
about 6iMeet long, with what Bera 
called "a greSt ugly head” lying on 
the surface. 

Bera wanted to harpoon the monster 
and take it back to shore to show the 
people. 

But gruff-voiced Godfrey Christian 
had seen sea-serpents before while 
pearling out of Broome. 

"Leave it alone, ” he advised, so 
they sailed quietly past. 

And there was die time Barty had an 
argument with Alan Buffett, who was 
cosing the boat. This was before 
Barty got his own boat. Number One 
Yankee. 

Barty was a big, thick-set, dark- 
complexioned man, inclined to be 
quick-tempered. 

It was near the end of the season 
and the company had not caught even 
one whale. Then the first boat made 
fast and the mate-boat came down to 
help. 

They decided to put another harpoon 
into the whale to be safe, for it was 
by no means dead, though wounded. 
Barty was harpooner in the mate-boat 
and he decided to use the new second 
iron. 
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In fact it was looking like the sec¬ 
ond bad season in succession. They 
had not taken one whale, the previous 
year, and they were facing financial 
disaster. 

Number Three Company had two 
fitting-out bills to pay and Pearson, 
the storekeeper, was beginning to 
press them. They owed him for tea, 
sugar and kerosene as well as for the 
expensive whaling gear. 

Being mainly Methodists in Num¬ 
ber Three Company, they held a 
prayer meeting, sang hymns, gave 
testimony and asked for Divine help. 

15 December 1975 


"One, good, big whale would be 
just right, ” they suggested to the 
Lord. "A whale big enough to pay 
all our debts. ” 

"Glory be to God, ” cried one 
worshipper. "We gwcn take the 
money out of a fishes mouth." 

A few mornings later Number 
Three Company pushed off once 
again from Cascade. 

Almost at once they saw to 'the 
■ east a Number Two Company boat 
raise its waif, signalling that it was 
on a whale and warning the other 
boats to stand clear. 

But minutes later the waif came 
down: the boat had lost the cow and 
calf it had been stalking. 

$o the Number Three boats headed 
east on the chance of picking up the 
; scared beasts. 

They passed the jetty at Cascade 
and were off the point at Duncombe 
•Bay when something moved in the sea 

front. 

"Thewhole bottom’s coming up, 
one man shouted in alarm. 

' lr "It’s the devil, ” yelled another, 
/thoroughly scared. 

A fearsome shape broke: surface. 

!*’K was a different sort of thing alto¬ 
gether from the hump of a humpback, " 
oAfi whaler recalled. 

(^hen the shape spouted, not a single 
jet’like a humpback, but a forked jet 
that-mushrqomed over, and a smaller 
shape appeared beside it -- a calf. 

"DeVil or no devil" cried Chinny, 
"take datl " and he drove the harpoon 
into the cow. 

They landed the right whale -- for 
that is what it was, a type called a 
"right whale” -- and the whole island 
came down to look. 

The cow was over 60 feet long, jet- 
black all over, and weighed 50 tons. 
Number Three Company’s troubles 
were over -- for that season, anyway. 
She made ten tons of oil, and the 
whalebone sold for more than the oil. 

A humpback has no saleable whale¬ 
bone at all. That single right whale 
was worth more than ten average 
humpbacks. 

It seemed the Lord often intervened 
bn behalf of the people. 


19 



SENDER: 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 20£ 

To New Zealand 40fli i 


TO: 


--SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE' 



As agents for QantaB and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



—.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—.-. L . 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address panel. 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted line 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 








History in the Making as 1975 Comes to a Close 


THE BIG STORY OF 1975 on Norfolk 
Island was that an era ended. 

The signs of the change weren’t ob¬ 
vious. The Island was as green as ever 
(or as dry as ever, depending on the 
season). Mail from family overseas 
still took days to arrive. There were 
good days, and laughing - - and hard 
days, and loneliness. 

But after 119 years as a remote set¬ 
tlement that no one, really, thought 
that much about, Norfolk began to be 
brought into the world. 


Australia said in effect "The present 
Norfolk set-up won't do, " and set a 
Royai Commission to consider how the 
Island should be organised. This step 
alone brought Norfolk to the front of 
the minds of some of the best thinkers 
and most highly-trained public serva¬ 
nts in Australia. It also made Nor¬ 
folk itself think seriously about its po¬ 
sition in the world. Do we want to be 
independent? Most people decided No, 
certainly not, Do we want to merge 
into Australia? Most people decided 


No, certainly not. And so hard think¬ 
ing began - about finance, currency, 
defence, laws, pensions, education. 

And - give or take a few - our 20, - 
000th tourist arrived in the one year. 
Good news for islanders profiting di¬ 
rectly from tourism, but an alarm 
bell to those who cherish the isola¬ 
tion and peace of past years. 

This special issue of die News tries 
to sum up Some of the cross-currents 
of the year when Norfolk began to 
.move hesitatingly out into the world. 


ALL TERRITORIES 

ADMINISTRATION of Norfolk 
Island in Canberra has been shifted 
from the Department of. the Capital 
Territory to the newly-created De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services. 

The Smaller Territories Branch of 
the Department of the Capital Terri¬ 
tory, set up mainly to look after Nor¬ 
folk, is being moved into the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services. 

same team 

Head cf the Branch, Mr. Kevin 
Tilbrook, will continue to be involved 
with Norfolk affairs, as will executive 
assistants Bill Syrette and Lloyd Huston 
and the four men they supervise. 

Norfolk's new Minister is Sen. 

Reginald Greive Withers, a Western 
Australia solicitor and barrister who 
was formerly Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion in the Senate. 

The permanent head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services is 
Mr. Peter Lawler. 

While the Department of the Capi¬ 
tal Territory was virtually unchanged 
in the re-arrangements made by the 
new Government, Norfolk was detach¬ 
ed from it and put into the new Depart¬ 
ment. Mr. Lou Engledow remains per- 


INTO NEW DEPT. 

manent head at Capital Territory, but 
no longer has any responsibility on 
Norfolk. 

The shift follows recommendations 
made to the Royal Commission by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and by 
the Department of the Special Minister 
of State that Norfolk and other exter¬ 
nal Australian territories should be 
administered by a single department. 

The Department of the Special 
Minister has been abolished, and its 
functions — including the admini¬ 
stration of Cocos-Keeling and Christmas 
Islands --- have been put into Admini¬ 
strative Services along with Norfolk. 

ranks fifth 

Sen. Withers ranks fifth in the new 
Cabinet. In addition to the Special 
Minister of State functions, his depart¬ 
ment has taken over the functions of 
the disbanded Department of the Media, 
and a range of property and survey 
matters including the overseas proper¬ 
ty bureau of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. 

Senator Withers is 51 and is married. 
He served with the R.A.N. for four 
< years in World War II and was dis¬ 
charged with the rank of Coder. 


■THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE NEWS -- I 
•January 12 -- will include more cur- | 
*rent news than this issue, but will * 
|have a section focussing on the out- | 
j look for 1976. . 

I We hope to cover the big plans and • 

( objectives for most of the Island's | 
clubs and organisations. * 

| To help us make sure your organi- I 
■sation's program for the new year is 
■understood and supported, ring us on | 
■2348 and let us know you want to be > 
|included. 

&?Cowan Stays 

HEADMASTER Ian McCowan will 
stay on at Central School for 1976. 

This will be Mr. McCowan’s fifth 
year in charge of the Norfolk school. 

The New South Wales Department of 
Education had asked him to stay on, 

Mr. McCowan said, waiting on the re¬ 
lease of the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission report. 

Mr. McCowan said he felt a change 
of headmaster desirable in the usual 
course of events every three or four 
years. 

But with the Australian Government 
still considering direct involvement in 


Norfolk education, the NSW Depart¬ 
ment told him it was counting on his 
staying until the position became 
clearer. 
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means fabulous music 




The Professiqnals in sound equipment 
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TOURISM GROWTH CONTINUED BUT CONTROLLING THE 
NUMBERS WAS A WORRY TO THE ISLAND COUNCIL 


NORFOLK'S TOURIST industry is 
running four years ahead of the guide¬ 
lines laid down by the Island's Coun¬ 
cil for controlled growth -- and seven 
years ahead of the growth pattern 
suggested by Professor Butland in his 
long-term population study for the 
Island. 

Council supported faster growth 
than Professor Butland, voting that 
20,000 visitors a year would be about 
right by 1980. 

The total for 1975, which should be 
announced Friday, will be 20, 000, 
give or take a few. 

While tourist growth slowed down 
or even reversed in many parts of the 
Pacific during 1975, Qantas and Air 
New Zealand flights to Norfolk were 
full up for much of the year, and thou¬ 
sands of would-be visitors were turned 
away because seats just weren't avail¬ 
able. 

And if such people had made it here 
somehow, they could have found all 
the accommodation houses booked out, 

bootleg beds 

As the year ends, there are 870 tour¬ 
ist beds in the three hotels, five guest 
houses and 20 flats and motels recog¬ 
nized by the Tourist Board. There are 
a further 50 or so beds in "bootleg" 
rooms and flats. 

Phil Page, President of the Tourist 
Board, says the only way to limit the 
number of tourists is to control the num¬ 
ber of beds available. 

He says it is a fallacy to set some arb¬ 
itrary number of visitors, and refuse to 
accept any more. 

The Tourist Board is for tighter limits 
on the number of beds than Council is. 
Council's guideline is 1,200 beds by 
1980; the Board says 1, 000 is a better 
target. 

Phil points out that if there are 1, 000 
beds for visitors by 1980, the Island 
could be accommodating 25, 619 tour¬ 
ists a year. 

And if the average length of stay is 
shortening - - and the latest indications 
are that the average stay may be down 
to 10£ days now --the result would be 
even more dramatic. 

"Should the length of stay be reduced 
to 5i days, we would be able to have 
38, 000 tourists by 1980, " Phil told the 
Royal Commission. 

Two impressive plans for large new 
hotels on Norfolk were pretty well 
written off during the year. 

After seemingly endless months of 
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wrestling with Canberra and National 
Trust authorities over the details of a 
new Travelodge hotel to be built on the 
Paradise site at Kingston, Travelodge 
found itself caught up in a world-wide 
liquidity squeeze and negotiated its way 
out. 

The Australian Government bought 
back Travelodge's lease, with the pro¬ 
viso that the hotel chain could go on 
operating the Paradise for another five 
years, to try to tecoup its expenses of 
pursuing the development. Then the 
Paradise is to be demolished. 

Dramatic plans for a multi-storey 
hotel at Anson Bay also appeared to be 
a casualty of tighter economic times 
around the world. It was to be built 
on the burnt-out Kingfisher site, and 
also had Council support. 

Planned by Hemisphere Holdings and 
promoted by Mr. Eric Towell, the An- ! 
son Bay development sizzled like a 
goci foreign-intrigue film with rumours 
of a jet-set clientele, a casino, links 
with London and Hong Kong interests, 
and hints of providing a big new elec¬ 
tricity generating plant for the Island. 

But at the last stroke of the clock 
its plans turned out to be quite inade¬ 
quate to the Building Board, the dead¬ 
line for starting was missed, and legaj 
action was hinted at. 

In a Gilbert-and-Sullivan finale, it 
turned out that the hotel's building 
permit hadn't been applied for by the 
proper person, and couldn’t have been 
accepted in any event. In October it 
was reported that the same application 
would be filed all over again, but as 
1975 draws to a close the Regent King¬ 
fisher looks like becoming another of 
Norfolk's legends. 

smaller blocks 

Meanwhile residents were busy build¬ 
ing much smaller blocks of accommoda¬ 
tion. Two good examples were Lenni q 
Christian-Bailey's Crest Apartments up 
above Music Valley, and Gordie Han- 
cherow's Ponderosa apartments at Long- 
ridge up above Watermill Valley. 

Others are planned, and one experienced 
proprietor says "The best investment yqq 
can make on Norfolk is an unusual, well- 
built, small block of flats." 

Taking a different tack were Jim Need¬ 
ham and a small group of fellow-invest¬ 
ors who completed die Hillcrest, a 60- 
bed, two-storey hotel with room ser¬ 
vice and a handsome dining room seat¬ 
ing 100, just as the year ran out. It is 
booked solid for January and February. 
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SEVERAL RESTORATION PROJECTS NERE COMPLETED 
AS WORK CONTINUED ON CONVICT-ERA BUILDINGS 


RESTORATION of classic Georgian 
buildings in Kingston was interrupted 
twice during 197 5 by events outside 
Norfolk control, but solid progress was 
made nonetheless. 

In March, Cyclone Alison ripped 
tarpaulins off the "New Military Bar¬ 
racks" -- Norfolk's Administration 
headquarters -- and tons of rain poured 
through into the building. 

The roof had been removed, for re¬ 
placement. 

Furniture and files through all the 
building but the Administrator's office 
were soaked. 

As a result, plans to re-roof and re¬ 
paint the building were converted in¬ 
to a much more extensive rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

In November and December, restor¬ 
ation work was disrupted again as the 
Australian Senate blocked the supply 
of money needed for Government op¬ 
erations. The restoration program is 
being paid for by Australia, and when 
funds stopped, work had to stop. 

Only emergency work at Government 
House and at "Mendham’s Cottage" in 
Quality Row was continued. Many of 
the Restoration Team workmen were 
shifted to work needed at the school, 
which is financed by the Island itself. 
As a result the school .will have an ex - 
panded manual arts room, a staff com¬ 
mon room, and a generally bright and 
tidy look sooner than might have been 
the case. 

All Saints Church was given a new 
roof and was repainted, though some 
lew joinery work remains to be done. 
ALL SAINTS CHURCH; LOVELY RE¬ 
STORATION LARGELY DONE, BUT 
PEELING PAINT IS A WORRY. ► 

MAIN WORKSHOPS BUILDING AT T 
THE NEW WORKS DEPOT -- A 
$279, 000 GIFT FROM AUSTRALIA 


The church’s foundation walls were 
drilled and a damp-sealing chemical 
was fed through the holes. 

As the year went along, however, thp 
new paint began discolouring and flak¬ 
ing in places, and mainland experts 
are not certain what the cause and solu¬ 
tion may be. There is some thought 
that it may be a mistake to try to 
keep dampness from bleeding through 
the outer walls: perhaps this might 
simply drive the dampness through the 
inner walls, or contain it within the 
walls, and cause future problems for 
the masonry. 

In the course of restoration work on 
the Admin building, it was decided to 
replace all the windows with new join¬ 
ery. While the new roof has been com¬ 
pleted, painting of the building has 
been put off until the new joinery work 
is done. This will mean that scaffold¬ 


ing can be erected just once, and both 
joinery and painting done, rather than 
moving the scaffolding around the 
building once for each of the jobs. 

Perhaps the largest single project in 
the restoration program during 1975 was 
the building of a brand-new Works 
Depot on Admin property off New 
Cascade Road, Paid for by Australia, 
the new Depot will provide vastly im¬ 
proved working conditions for the 
largest of the Admin's departments. 

But the impetus for building the new 
Depot was to allow the works teams 
to move out of the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks at Kingston, so they can be re¬ 
stored. This work will start in the 
next few months. 

Klaus Teichert, one of the chief 
architects directing the restoration pro¬ 
gram for Australia, says the restora¬ 
tion of the Old Military Barracks will 
be the set-piece of the whole pro¬ 
gram. 

In some respects, he says, other 
restoration done so far has been large¬ 
ly a tuning-up for the big job at the 
(turn to page 7, please) 
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Barracks, which will be.much the most 
expensive project'in the program. 

Extensive work was done at Govern¬ 
ment House in 1975, mostly on the 
eastern section of the building, where 
a pretty much disused collection of 
rooms has been restored and made suit¬ 
able for accommodating high-ranking 
visitors to the Island. 

The walled stockyard of Government 
House, down toward Emily Bay, is 
stacked with timber drying out for the 
new twin-gabled roof that will go on 
in 1976. 

Near Kingston pier, the "old gaol 
cottage" has been restored, and is in 
use as headquarters for the Restoration 
Team. It is the end cottage of what 
used to be a row of six. Its western 
end, where its neighbouring cottage 
started, has been left unfinished so 
that visitors can see some of the early 
construction methods used when the 
Second Settlement was being built. 

The masonry footings of the five van¬ 
ished cottages have been uncovered, 
and the plan of the original row can 
now be seen. 

Number seven Quality Row has been 
largely restored over the past year. 

A much smaller project, but one 
of intrigue to tourists, was scrub trees 
and weeds from the ruins of houses at 
the eastern end of Quality Row, near 
the Paradise Hotel. Timber steps 
have been built into the ruins, and 
visitors from now on will be able to 
see clearly what most of the houses 
were like before they were restored. 

As 1975 began, there was concern 
among members of Council and others 
on Norfolk that the restoration pro¬ 
gram was being carried out by Austral¬ 
ia without much discussion with people 
on the Island, and that future uses 
for the restored buildings were being 
decreed by officials on the mainland. 

But toward the end of March the 
Australian Inter-Departmental Com- 
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mittee responsible for the restoration 
met on the Island, and talked at length 
with Council about the plans. 

As the situation was described by Mr. 
Lou Engledow, Australia would be 
happy to be guided by Norfolk wishes 
in deciding how the buildings should 
be used once they are restored. But 
he emphasised that plans had to be 
made in the early stages of work, and 
pressed Council to decide what it actq- 
ally wanted. 

As the year progressed, the Royal Cprn 
mission into Norfolk’s future distracted 
much attention from the Restoration 
Program, and Council made little fur¬ 
ther progress in thinking about the fut¬ 
ure uses of the Kingston historic build¬ 
ings. But from the discussions with the 
Inter-Departmental Committee, it 
seemed that Council wanted -- 

•Council Chambers and the Norfolk 
Island Court in the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks, once they are restored; 

♦Administration staying where it is 
now; 

•Australian Ministerial offices in the 
Old Military Barracks; 

•The Island's Registry moving into 
the space where the courtroom is now; 

•The Crank Mill restored, but for 
what purpose it isn't yer clear (it had 
been suggested as Council Chambers, ‘ 
but Council rejected that idea); 

•A Norfolk Museum taking over the 
Officers' Quarters building. 

Until the Old Military Barracks have 
been restored -- probably in 1978 -- 
the decisions on such questions won't 
seem to be as urgent as they are. There 
will be a shortage of Admin space un¬ 
til then, and if a Museum is establish¬ 
ed as planned, it may be given only 
the top floor of the Officers Quarters 
to start with. 

"A" BUILDING AT THE NEW WORKS I 
DEPOT, AND THREE OF THE MEN 
IN CHARGE - WORKS SUPERVISOR 
BOONY BUFFETT, GEORGE STAM¬ 
PER OF HOUSING & CONSTRUCTI¬ 
ON DEPT. IN SYDNEY. AND JOHN 
PETERS, OF BROOMHEAD'S. 
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Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
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Cyclone Alison 
was a big blow 


for Norfolk 

IT WAS ALISON'S year, 1975, as 
far as weather went. 

Visitors and islanders alike spent an 
uneasy 48 hours as the cyclone passed 
by 50 miles off on its way south. 

Norfolk was just that distance away 
from catastrophe during the weekend 
of March 7 and 8, for around the heart 
of the tropical revolving storm winds 
were spinning at 120 miles an hour. 

Yet the 70 mph winds skirting Ali¬ 
son's storm centre were disaster enough 
dumping 17 inches of rain on the island 
while ripping iron sheeting off roofs, 
snapping power lines and toppling mat¬ 
ure trees. 

. It was October before sawmillers con¬ 
verted the last cyclone-felled pines in¬ 
to timber. 

At the Admin building, where restor¬ 
ation men had stripped the slates off 
in preparation for re-roofing, heavy 
tarpaulins held till Saturday night. 

Then the brass eyelets pulled out. 

Admin volunteers climbed 50 foot 
ladders in driving rain and gale winds 
to wrestle the 450 square yards of boom¬ 
ing canvas down to the rafters and ham¬ 
mer it fast. But more than a thousand 
gallons had cascaded into the building, 
sluicing down the spiral staircase, 
swirling papers and books round the 
three floors of the old convict-built 
offices. 

November just p% was driest for 
45 years, with only T9 points recorded, 
against the average of 91 for that month. 

For the statistically minded, here's 
the year as it looked close to the end: 
courtesy of weather officer Bob Jones. 

Sunshine: Daily average 6.8 hours, 
average for 197 5 6.6 hours. 

Rainfall: Yearly average 1252 mm. 
Eleventh month average 1266 mm; 

1975 total 11 months 1234 mm. High¬ 
est fall recorded for 1975, 84 mm. 

March 9. 

Monthly rainfall, (average bracket¬ 
ed): January 48 (87), February 25 (104), 
March 220 (106), April 212 (127), May 81 
(144), June 163 (153), July 130 (148), 
August 107 (139), September 168 (93), 
October 61 (94), November 19 (71). 

Temperatures: Average daily maxi¬ 
mum 21.5 (21.3). Average daily mini¬ 
mum 16.7 (16.3). Highest recorded 
temperature 26.5 c on December 20, 

21 and 22. Lowest recorded temper¬ 
ature 11.6 c July 25. 

Average December maximum temp¬ 
erature 23 c. Average July minimum 
13.6 c. 



The centenary of the laying of the 
foundation stone of the Melanes¬ 
ian Chapel was celebrated in 
. November with an afternoon 
service and a picnic in the 
Chapel grounds. 


But few islanders went and 
it was obvious that the long¬ 
standing feeling against the 
Chapel remained generations 
after the closing of the Mission 
college the Chapel served. 


BUILDING APPROVALS WERE HARDER, APPLICATIONS 
TO THE BOARD SHOWED A HARKED DECLINE IN 1975 


BUILDING APPLICATIONS consider¬ 
ed by the Building Board dropped from 
55 in 1974 to 37 in 1975. 

The Board’s requirements for detail¬ 
ed plans became considerably stricter 
during the year, and it appears that 
the days when an application could be 
filed on the strength of a rough sketch 
are over. 

While some applications were with¬ 
drawn at the early discussion stage, 
only three were rejected outright. Two 
of these were for signs: one advertising 
Goodyear Tyres at Duncombe Bay Gar¬ 
age, and a directional sign for Silky 
Oaks Stables proposed for Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Avenue. The other was for the 
Regent Kingfisher Hotel. 

Applications considered by the 
Board and recommended for approval 
by the Administrator were: 

Air Norfolk: erection and extension 

of commercial premises. 

Prouds: alterations to roof. 

World Traders: erection of store. 

K. Jarvis: extensions to The Milk Bar. 

V. Nobbs and C. Donkin: erection 
of a new store. 

Rotary Club: erection of barbecue 
at Kingston. 

R. Cavill; a fence and pagoda at 
Garrison Restaurant. 

D.B. Adams; imitation brick wall. 

Seventh Day Adventists: new church. 

A. Maxwell: picket fence at bakery. 

K. Jarvis; extension to office. 


R. S. L. Club: alterations and addition 
of verandah. 

R. Hamilton-Irvine: bedrooms and 
transit lounge. 

J. Hooper: freezer and coolroom. 

Mobil Oil; fuel tanks at airport. 

M. Evans: residence on Crown Lease 
land. 

R. Wiltshire: coolroom. 

Mullaney & Magri: new workshop in 

New Cascade Road". 

S. Ryves: extension to commercial 
and agricultural premises (sub¬ 
ject to Council consideration). 

Mobil Oil: extension of shed and 
weathercoves. 

Evans & Boniface-, erection of new 
workshop. 

M. Inglis.- extension of flats (subject 
to Council consideration.) 

Panorama Court: extensions for transit 
lounge and office. 

K. Jarvis: extensions for freezer. 

K. Alston: alterations to commercial 
premises. 

B. Nunn; extensions to domestic resi¬ 
dence (subject to consideration of 
subdivision). 

Bowling Club: extension of toilet 
facilities. 

Members of the Building Board at 
present are Cr. Roy Smith, chairman; 
Verne Alston, Byron Burrell, Lennie 
Christian-Bailey, the Official Secre¬ 
tary (Gil Hitch), the Building Inspect¬ 
or (Jack Clapp) and the Health Inspec¬ 
tor (Tony Guiseppi). 
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QUOTAS GAVE NOTICE, AND THE SEARCH BEGAN IN 
EARNEST FOR AIRLINES WITH SUITABLE AIRCRAFT 


THE WINGED red kangaroo ot 
Qantas Is wearying of its Sydney- 
Norfolk hop. 

With the Australian international 
carrier anxious to quit, four other air¬ 
lines have made strong bids for the 
potentially profitable tourist traffic. 

The home team, Norfolk Island 
Airlines, was first to lay cards on the 
table, and did so at the Royal Com¬ 
mission. 

Using the same forum, East-West, 
Ansett and T.A.A. followed. 

The public hearings of the Com - 
mission ended amid a confusion of 
claims and counter claims -- partly 
about company resources and govern¬ 
ment policy but largely about the 
type of aircraft that would be most 
suitable. 

The reason Qantas wanted out was 
standardisation on Boeing 747s -- 
jumbo jets. 

Their 707s are to be phased out by 
1980, Qantas told the Royal Commis¬ 
sion. 

Even if they put 707s on the Norfolk 
run, 1981 would see them back in 


square one, using an obsolete aircraft 
for the run, with its own crews and 
service department. 

That’s what has happened now, with 
DC 4s. 

The which-aircraft, what-operator 
puzzle began to loom larger last May 
when the Department of the Australian 
Capital Territory released its "Environ¬ 
mental Impact Statement" on the up¬ 
grading of the airport. 

The cost of the upgrading was esti¬ 
mated to be from $5 million to more 
than $7 million, to make the airport 
accommodate Boeing 707s, 727s or 
Douglas DC9s. 

Qantas sought a subsidy of $3/4 mil¬ 
lion a year from the Australian Govern - 
■ment to continue flying DC4s to Nor¬ 
folk until the airport was upgraded. 

At present, Qantas said, they were 
servicing Norfolk only because the 
Australian Government appeared to 
want the service continued. 

DC4s, Qantas said, cost 67 cents 
per available tonne-kilometer, com¬ 
pared with 30 cents for the 707s. 

In August, Norfolk Island Airlines 


bought into the game and laid some 
' bold cards on the table: no fare in- 
creases on the present 12 cents a mile, 
present fares to pay for most of the 
airport upkeep, improved mail and 
freight service, and the quietest jet 
in the world — a new version of the 
Fokker F.28 Fellowship. 

N1A could take over from Qantas 
inside three months, financial advisor 
Graham Hitchins said, and would buy 
its own F.28 in 15 months time. 

NIA was wholly Norfolk-owned, 

Mr. Hitchins stressed. 

Emphasising its growing stature, 

NIA had taken delivery earlier in the 
year of its Beechcraft Super King Air, 
making four scheduled trips to Bris¬ 
bane each week. 

In late November Mr. Hitchins 
said NIA would offer the Council a 
substantial free shareholding, in re¬ 
turn for exclusive rights to the Island's 
air service. 

Meanwhile, East-West Airlines had 
told the Commission that the Norfolk 
run, with its medium traffic-density, 
was precisely their kind of business - - 
and in fact would make up 10 per cent 
of it. 

Within six months East-West could 
put prop-jet Fokker F27s, with long 
range fuel tanks, on the route, and 
within 18 months, the F28 jet. 


TOO CAN BE IN QUEENSLAND IN ONLY 3 HOURS via PRESSURISED PROP-JET 


^FASTEST & HOST FREQUENT 1 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA I 



Flights Leave 
MONDAY 8.30am 


SERVICE DIRECT TO BRISBANE 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


WEDNESDAY 2p* 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 


SATURDAY 8.30aa 
SUNDAY 8.30a* 


DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND CN THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 
PORT MACQUARIE, COFFS HARBOUR OR BRISBANE. 


ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 

CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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Cost of upgrading the airport to take 
F28s was more like $1 million, East- 
West said. 

The VFW Fokker International 
company backedup East-West's 
claims, criticising the Environmen¬ 
tal Impact Study of the upgrading of 
Norfolk airport for not taking the F28 
into account. 

The Commission was later told 
Fokker was carrying out a feasibility 
study for N1A. 

Ansett proposed using a plane still 
on the drawing board ---die Dehavi- 
land Dash-7. 

No work at all would be needed on 
the Norfolk airport for the new prop- 
jet. 

The plane would be much quieter 
than the faster jets. 

However, the earliest a Dash-7 
could be delivered for use on Norfolk 
would be May 1978. 

T.A. A. played its trump card of a 
$171.40 return fare Norfolk-Sydney. 

But this would apply only if it was able 
to use Boeing 727s, landing up to 108 
passengers and 2040 kgm of cargo on 
Norfolk at a time. 

Assessing the competing claims not 
only of the airlines and their aircraft 
suppliers, but of Australian Govern¬ 


ment departments, was going to be a 
major task in itself for the Royal Com¬ 
missioner, Sir John Nimmo. 

Then there was die problem of the 
most suitable aircraft for the job. 

All planes had their pros and cons. 

The big jets would be far cheaper, 
and provide a quicker trip; 

But they would call less often, and 
postal and freight services would be¬ 
come less frequent. More passengers 
would arrive and leave each flight, 
calling for a bigger terminal (already 
overcrowded by DC4 passengers). 

The most serious problem facing the 
big jets was the cost of upgrading -- 
estimates ranging from $5 million to 
$7 million and rising steadily. 

Would money like this be justified? 
The huge investment would be even 
more serious, should Norfolk Council 
eventually take over the running of the 
airport, and try to keep it out of the 
red. 

• The prospect of blasting more .than 
50, 000 cubic yards of rock from one 
part of the Island and transferring it to 
another raised the ire of many, as did : 
the prospect of far more noise from the 

big jets -- possibly enough to damage 
buildings, a point deserving some con- 
sideration on historlcaliy-attractive 


Norfolk. 

Smaller aircraft brought different 
problems -- among them smaller pay- 
loads, fewer passengers and a shorter 
range, In some cases, than desirable 
from the point of safety. 

Prop-jets were quiet but slow. 

Small pure jets were quick but less 
quiet. 

Norfolk Island Airlines' bid attracted 
criticism that could be shrugged off 
by the bigger operators -- questions of 
back-up facilities and resources. 

Cpuld NIA really provide necessary 
service facilities, it was asked. 

How could Norfolk fly the route with 
only one or two planes? 

And then, how could NIA make the 
one route pay, when the big airlines 
were finding the going hard with sev¬ 
eral routes to service? 

The objections were fielded by 
Mr. Hitchins, who promised more facts 
and figures. 

Meanwhile the DC4s continue -- 
quite reliably, but at a loss. Their 
successors must be chosen, and whether 
the new choice can be delayed until 
late 1976, when the Royal Commission 
report is anticipated, depends on the 
patience of Qantas and Australia in ab¬ 
sorbing losses. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Pacific 

hotel /motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served- at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may Ht in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY v 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main c-ourse 
only $5.2 5); and SUNDAY dipner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please; rpake bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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IMMIGRATION RESTRICTIONS WERE OWE OF 1975'S 
HOTTEST ISSUES BECAUSE THE LAW ISN'T CLEAR 


"IMMIGRATION is probably the most 
controversial thing on this Island," for¬ 
mer Administrator E.T. Pickerd said 
at Council meeting last June. 

Speaking with emotion, he rejected 
innuendoes that bias or preference occur¬ 
red in immigration decisions. 

Such suggestions were "insulting, 
slanderous and libelous," he thundered. 

During the year the workings of the 
immigration controls became clearer 
than ever before. Mr. Pickerd descri¬ 
bed some of them. Administrative 
Officer David Buffett mentioned others 
before the Royal Commission. Still 
others spilled out in Council meetings. 

The facts that emerged are these: 

• About 965 people have permanent 
residence status; 750 of these are adults. 

• About 75 people have "enter and 
remain" status granted before the Hon. 
Gordon Bryant ordered these permits be 
stopped in May, 1974. The ban still 
applies, and 50 or so people who hope 
to stay on Norfolk for good have to be 
content with temporary entry permits 
that run out every six months. A 
number of these temporary permit hol¬ 
ders were apparently given assurance 
that they would be allowed to go on re¬ 
newing their permits indefinitely. 

• About 450 people are on tempor¬ 
ary permits. Most of these are allow¬ 
ed to come to Norfolk because of job 
vacancies that residents can't or don't 


want to fill. Many of them are re¬ 
garded merely as part of a transient 
labour force, needed to help the Island 
get by. 

• Between 500 and 600 people born 
on Norfolk are living in Australia and 
New Zealand. Under preserit policies 
any of them has the right to return to 
the Island to live. 

• Decisions as to who else is admit¬ 
ted, or who is given residential status, 
are made by the Immigration Review 
Board, which was set up in 1972 by Mr. 
Pickerd. It includes the Administrator, 
the Executive Officer, and the five 
Councillors who polled the most votes 
in the last election. In theory, the 
Minister in Canberra has the final say 
on immigration disputes, but the Citi¬ 
zens' Association says the Minister 
never deviates from the advice he's 
given by the Administrator. In theory 
the Administrator therefore has the 
power -- but the Administrator has 
accepted the Review Board's advice in 
every immigration case since the Board 
was formed. 


• Meetings of the Board are private, 
and their reasons for approving or re¬ 
jecting an application are not made 
public. Members of the Board made 
it clear at a recent Council meeting 
that they'd quit the Board if its proceed¬ 
ings became public knowledge. 

® The Board considers a range of 
matters about an applicant, some of 
which aren't mentioned in the Immigra¬ 
tion Ordinance - and which perhaps 
couldn't be spelled out in legally sound 
terms. These include the personal im¬ 
pressions of people who know the appli¬ 
cant, personal judgments of how he or 
she would fit into the Island, and 
whether the applicant has school-age 
children who would add to the burden 
on the school, as well as judgments of 
whether the person’s skills are needed 
on the Is'and. "I think Norfolk Island 
should be run somewhat like a club, " 
one witness told the Royal Commission, 
and in immigration matters it is. 

There is no early prospect that the 
system will change radically, and in 
the absence of an up-to-date immigra¬ 
tion law there is probably no workable 
alternative to the present club-commit¬ 
tee style of controls. "Unless you have 
people who are firm in their resolve, 
and fair^n their resolve, you'd have 
5, 000 people on this Island in less 
than three years, " Mr. Pickerd said. 

Meanwhile possible challenges to 
the controls are on the horizon. The 
Citizens' Association cites examples 
of some temporary entry permit-hol¬ 
ders being able to change jobs with¬ 
out fuss, while most such people are 
required to leave the Island and come 
back before they can take a new job. 

A Supreme Court suit has been propos¬ 
ed if the regulation is enforced in one 
particular case. 

In June Australia's new Racial Dis¬ 
crimination Act started coming into 
effect. It applies to Norfolk, and bans 
any privilege or restriction based on an 
individual's descent. 

And on Lord Howe Island, a NSW 
act now in preparation will end spe¬ 
cial landholding and voting privileges 
for people born on the i sland. When 
it goes into effect, anyone will be 
able to move to Lord Howe, and any¬ 
one with three years' residence will 
have rights equal to anyone else’s. 

Some Lord Howe islanders'fear the 
new law will bring wide-open land 
speculation, and will be the end of 
much that has been good about the 
island way of life. 


A.B.C. Hobby Cpntre 

opp. South Pacific 



Aeroplanes 0oats 0ars 

MODEL KITS TRAINS 
CALCULATORS 

RADIOS CASSETTE PLAYERS 
HI-FI ACCESSORIES 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 30 December 1975 


14 




Wei come trttorfbl k®i v 6lif thl 8 supplement and 

keep it with you. info on times & places. Map of the Island. 



Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy," shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
•work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for lc. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk’s unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


iftUi ;lki 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 

Traders._ 

AID, INFO AND ADVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 


Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
-and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 


TOURIST BUREAU'S MINI-OFFICE 

day the Bureau does-not open in the 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all hours. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat- 
ions. 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Hot 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesfc Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


Mmm 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. B ox 94. 

to 8pm, Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 8pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
If you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gilla l 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett,a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PATON PLACE 
Imay be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
^ you will find; 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
v. blouses and pleasing small gifts. 
Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex 

PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE’S STORE -Hospital Corner 
(we are also the source for back issues 
.of the Norfolk Island News - Inquire) 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 

I 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
©HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

“THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


noru 7 niVO 7 on Q (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

Urtii i UATo f *wU cUD XO y pro only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

V.e want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread. ■ .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
.. soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
Ngarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
whan Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remeaiber Bond's Hours 

The Island's only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p. m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charge? - bit 
higher prices - worth the l - . /enience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets' its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One o' the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 


tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 



Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visitinq:n-i2;2-4; 7-8.30 


As we hope visitors won’t have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Boarjj 
may be forwarded to the News.P.GBox 94. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Mass on Sundays at 8. 00 am and at 
9.30 am. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetine 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, dis covered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidlqr King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip In H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 sett las, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcaim, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



CHURCH OF ENGLAND ; 

All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
day^-(Communion 1st Sun. in month). 
St. Barnabas evening prayer service 
7.30 pm Sundays. Sunday School at 
9.15 am. Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a. m., services at 
11am and 7.30pra. 

SEVENTH-DAT ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 

Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m.. 

Pastor (from mid-Jan.) Laurie Gilrpore. 



Round-the-World 
SW Reception 
with Powerful 
9-Band Portable 


THE WORLD’S MOST EXPERIENCED 
TRANSISTOR MANUFACTURER 


INCLUDING VHF AIRCRAFT 



1954 First successful production of 
transistors in Japan 

1955 Marketed the first all-trans¬ 
istor radio 

195? Marketed the world's first 
pocketable radio and all¬ 
transistor 2-band 

1958 Marketed the world's first 
all-transistor FM radio 


CRF-5090 Earth-Orbiter 9-Band Portable Radio 


This wide-ranging 9-band, soiid-state SONY portable offers all the ex¬ 
citing sounds from the four corners of the globe. Its powerful 2.7W 
output ensures superb reception of the FM. LW and MW bands as well 
as six of the most, popular international shortwave bands. Reception of 
SSB (single sideband) and CW (continuous wave by Morse code) signals 
is free from noise or distortion, thanks to the use of a BFO (Beat Fre¬ 
quency Oscillator) and RF or Manual Gain Control. Quick, easy and 
accurate tuning of all wavebands is now possible with SONY'S newly 
developed SLED (SONY Light-Emitting Diode) which lights red when the 
station is tuned in precisely. Extra sensitivity is assured by solid-state 

circuitry and a telescopic antenna, while a „. tnnj||i |[L _ D;[ ,_ 

3-gang variable capacitor in the FM tuner pulls in "IVT %/' 

weak, distant stations, on AC or DC. id V/IN X« 



ROYAL COMMISSION HEARINSS WERE A LANDMARK IB THE ISLAND'S HISTORY 
The aost searching look ever Into Norfolk facts and feelings 


ANNOUNCED IN FEBRUARY 1975 
as an inquiry to be headed by leading 
Australian judge Sir John Nimmo, the 
official examination of Norfolk’s fu¬ 
ture grew by May into a full-blown 
Royal Commission. 

The Commission sat for the first time 
Monday, July 7, on furniture borrowed 
from Admin because of late arrival of 
the Port de France. 

The public gallery in the museum 
building w'as crowded at first, but the 
Commission in its dying days drew only 
scattered houses. 

. A spectator pattern emerged immed¬ 
iately. 

English expatriates sat in the front 
row, islanders sat in the back seats. 

Sir John Nimmo approved die idea 
-of broadcasting every day's proceed¬ 
ings over Radio Norfolk. 

But a spate of threatened cancella¬ 
tions by witnesses who were not pre¬ 
pared to go on air caused a swift aban¬ 
donment of the plan. 

President of Committees Richard 
Bataille appeared early -- one of 
several appearances he was to make in 
following months, but this time speak¬ 
ing as a private individual. 


Australian taxes? 

Not wanted on N.l. 


He rejected the idea of Australian 
taxation and Australian social services, 
ideas often echoed by succeeding wit¬ 
nesses. 

In fact. Sir John Nimmo noted later, 
evidence was that a majority of islan¬ 
ders didn't seem to want mainland 
benefits, and so the question of main¬ 
land taxes to pay for the benefits did 
not seem to arise. 

Former Magistrate Ernest Startin- 
Field strongly criticised the state of 
law and order on Norfplk, absence of . 
help from the Admin and the Austral¬ 
ian government and lack of welfare ’ 
services. 

Drink was a shocking problem, Mr. 
Startin-Field said, especially with 
teenagers. 

Witnesses ran short and it seemed the 
Commission was in trouble. 
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The News laid it on the line in a 
strong editorial, questioning the for¬ 
mality of proceedings, the strong line 
token by senior counsel and the Com¬ 
mission's apparently passive role in 
listening to opinions. 

As July neared an end. Sir John, 
usually sitting amiably listening and 
taking notes, suddenly revealed an iron 
hand. 


Sip John Eta was 
sosstiEas tough 


Departing Bank of New South Wales 
manager Alan Veney was told loud and 
clcir to produce facts and figures about 
tax avoidance companies, tx take the 
consequences -- among diem, having 
the bank's entire records sub-poenaed 
and carted down for the Commission 
to sort through. 

Councillor John Ryves drew gasps 
when he revealed the biggest company 
cheque he had seen on Norfolk was for 
$10m. 

He received permission to-say in 
writing what he got out of the compan¬ 
ies. 

Administrative Officer David Buffett 
delivered a paper on immigration, in¬ 
cluding a discussion of guidelines. 

In the end, it was a matter of yes- 
but-do-we-like-the-guy in the opin¬ 
ion of the Immigration Review Board, 
the Administrator and the Australian 
Government Minister -- and any of the 
latter able to over-rule any of die for¬ 
mer. 

The controversial quarantine station 
proposal came back to life after a 
referendum defeat, with many witness¬ 
es saying they thought the voters mis¬ 
taken. 

After a week-long recess, die Com¬ 
mission was landed with a block-buster 
submission by Australian Capital Terri¬ 
tory Department's Permanent Secretory 
-Lou Engledow. 

The Department, Mr. Engledow told 
the Commission In one totally reveal¬ 
ing sentence, saw Norfolk as a small 
Australian town. 

Norfolk was costing Australia more 
than $2 million a year, Mr. Engledow 
estimated. 

The submission was constantly attack- 
December 1975 


ed during die rest of the public hear¬ 
ings, some fire even coming from 
fellow-departments in Canberra. 

More than Norfolk's 90 laws-to-be 
were ensnared in red tape, it was 
learned, some delayed more than two 
years. 

Administrator E.T. Pickerd's swan¬ 
song, delivered at the Commission, 
urged appointment of an island man¬ 
ager to.run Norfolk, repeating to a 
Council with more authority. 

And Norfolk Island Airlines made 
its run for the big dime with a plan to 
take over die Sydney-Norfolk run 
from Qantas, using an all-jet Fokker 
F.28. 

Retired oil engineer Gordon Duvall 
estimated there were billions of gal? 
Ions of trerh water under the island, 
awaiting drilling. 

The mysterious Freedom Movement 
was revealed to be Mr. Startin-Field, 
Mr. Custance, Mr. Duvall, Mr. Fitz¬ 
gerald and Colonel Raymond Reeves. 


Nell McIntyre's 
views took two days 


The man described as the mid-wife 
of die companies boom, solicitor 
Neil Halley McIntyre, took two days 
to tell the Commission the full story 
and The News thought the tale interest¬ 
ing enough to print in some detail, 
over three issues. 

Burns Philp told how it was being 
squeezed by the Australian tax men, 
and how the company, trading at Nor¬ 
folk since 1897, was told tough luck 
when it protested. 

A submission by the Flora and Fauna 
Society was mainly concerned with 
anomalies in the immigration situation. 

Jean Mitchell, of Aunt Bn's, re¬ 
membered in the old days islanders 
never thought of borrowing money, 
even to start a business. 

She ran her guest house like an old 
island home, she said, no telephone, 
no license, and her visitors picked 
vegetables, made jam add went on 
picnics. 

The Australian Department of Edu¬ 
cation dropped a bombshell early 
September by saying island children 
could be doing better, and would do 
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so under their care. 

Most islanders and many island organ¬ 
isations rallied strongly to the defence 
of Central School. 

Qantas admitted, under pressure 
from counsel, that it didn't want to 
service Norfolk -- not with DC-4s 
anyhow. 

On figures produced by Qantas (and 
queried by some) the Norfolk/Sydney 
return fare would have to go up by 
120 per cent -- over $500 --to pro¬ 
vide the same return as a 707 could. 

And anyway 707s would be obsolete 
by 1980. 

The Commission took a break and 
moved to Canberra. 

The Department of the Special Mini¬ 
ster for State made a bid for control 
of Norfolk, replacing the Department 
of A.C. T., and was backed up by the 
Public Service Board. 

The Attorney-General's Department 
said Norfolk was Australian real estate, 
and Foreign Affairs backed them up 
and ur ged a straight takeover. 

The Australian Survey Office said 
Torrens Title was to be introduced in 
1976. 

A forestry expert warned that Norfolk 
could look like Phillip one day unless 
something was done. 

Then the Commission batted the 
self-government ball back into Nor¬ 
folk Council's court, asking in some 


detail, "O.K., where's the money 
coming from?" 

Towards the end of the public hear¬ 
ings Council swung back vigorously, 
saying it didn't cost as much to run 
Norfolk as the Department of the A.C.T. 
said in ift submission. 

The Department rallied skilfully say¬ 
ing maybe the original figures weren't 
quite right; as a matter of fact they 
were too low. 

Department of Social Security re¬ 
vealed that 23 people on Norfolk were 
drawing civil pensions, at a cost of 
$35, 500 a year, and added that all 
Australian Social Services would cost 
something like m. a year. 

Treasury urged if no taxes were 
paid then no social benefits should be 
handed out, and Taxation said the tax 
haven scheme was a racket it was still 
keeping an eye on, and was watching 
probate minimisation too. 

A spokesman for an Australian homo¬ 
sexual group told the Commission a 
branch of C. A. M. P._(Campaign Against 
Moral Persecution) was being formed 
on Norfolk, and had 15 members; and 
he added a few words in favour of 
legalising marijuana, already he said 
growing here wild. 

Former Administrator R.N. Dalkin 
said the Pitcairners had no head for 
business and urged abolition of his old 
post. 


The Department of Tourism and 
Recreation warned Norfolk against 
pricing itself out of the holiday mar¬ 
ket, adding taxation was a danger. 

Professor Butland, author of die 
famous report of 1974 on Norfolk pros¬ 
pects, told the Commission it was all 
true and more urgent than ever. 

The Commission spelled again and 
returned to Norfolk November 17, say¬ 
ing this was positively the final appear¬ 
ance. 

Farmer Peter Custance took another 
look at Norfolk's population figures and 
discovered that Pitcairners were still 
running the place, with an increasing 
majority of the population. 

Tourist operator Marie Bailey sub¬ 
mitted 10 pages of handwriting found 
among her father’s effects, headed 'I, 
George Martin Frederick Young.... 
Chief Magistrate...', purporting to tell 
of the gift of all Norfolk to the Pircairn- 
ers, except for 7 00 acres of glebe land. 

Graham Hitchins of Norfolk Island 
Airlines, the Citizens' Association and 
representing other groups, made yet 
another appearance, setting a Commis¬ 
sion record. 

At midday, Friday, November 21, 

Sir John Nimmo, counsel, the instruc¬ 
ting solicitor and Mr. Neil McIntyre 
exchanged compliments and said there 
were no hard feelings, and the hear¬ 
ings came to an end. 


The Manager, Dennis McCarthy, and Staff wish everyone 

A Prosperous New Year 

In the new year, invest your surplus funds at up to 

9 % 

Enquiries welcome 


Get with the Strength 

BANK COMMONWEALTH 





EVERYONE WHO WANTED TO HAD A CHANCE TO PRESENT IDEAS, BELIEFS 
OR EVIDENCE TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION INTO NORFOLK ISLAND'S FUTURE 

... AND ALL CF THESE INDIVIDUALS DID SO 


G. Aafjes 

B. Adams 
Boy Adams 
D.D. Adams 

Carol & George Adams 
D. G. Adams 

H. E. (Ma) Adams 
Tom Adams 
G.E. Anderson 

L.R. Anderson 
Pat Anderson 
John G. Anderson 
R.A. Bataille 
Allen V.A. Bataille 
Brian Bates 

A.S. Bathie 
Gwendoline Berganin 
Celia Bigg 
G.E. Brook 
Charlotte Bailey 
Marie Ann Bailey 

A. I. Buffett 
Alan Buffett 
l.F. Buffett 
Helen Buf fett 

C. I. Buffett 
David Buffett 
Rod Buf fett 

I. B. Boniface 
Prof. G.T. Butland 

J. F. Campbell 
Richard Chapman 
Eliza Clarkson 

J. L. Christian 

B. E. Christian-Bailey 


Ernie Christian 

B.N. Christian 
G.E. Christian 
N. Christian 
Frances Christian 
P. Custance 
Rene van Cuylenborg 

K. Davies 
Aileen Dickson 
G. Duvall 
Ngaire Dour an 

J. A. Davidson 
R.N. Dalkin 
Bert Edward 
Beryl Evans 

L. W.B. Engledow 
Natalie Forester 
John H. Glover 
R. Grube 

G. Hitchins 

K. P. Hooper 

Dr. Henry B. Smith 
J.B. Huckstep 
Gil Hitch 
Merval Koare 
J.F. Holm 
J. Hooper 
Max Inglis 
Rick Irvine 
Thomas Jackson 
Keith & Judy Jarvis 
Meta Kienhuize-Blok 
Tom Lloyd 
Danny Lusk 
W.J. Lackey 


Francis Laing 
Isa N. Lupton 
G. Maskell-Smith 
E.P. Middleton 
J.D. McIntyre 
N.H. McIntyre 
A.L. McCoy 
Ian H. McCowan 

M.P.E. Martin 

C.J. (Teeny) Menzies 

M. Mallett 
P.A. Magri 
David McCoy 

G. F. McCoy 

M. J. McCoy 

N. McCoy 
Daphne McGuinness 
Alison McLeod 
Jean Mitchell 
B r yan Nunn 
R.H.H. Nobbs 
Mrs. S. E. Nobbs 
Mr. S.E. Nobbs 

■ Val Nobbs 
Ken J. Nobbs 
W.N. Selby Newbald 

A. L. Norman 
R.B. Nicholson 

B. W. Nicolai 
Leo P. O’Sullivan 
A. Patterson 
J.D. Patterson 
Phil Page 

H. E. Payne 
Enid Plant 


E.T. Pickerd 
Grannie Quintal 

A. J. Quintal 
K.R. Quintal 
Greg Quintal 
R. Quintal 

B. W. Randall 
Wilf Randall 
John Ryves 
Hazel E. Roach 
Gary Richards 
W.A. Reilly 
R.G. Reeves 

D. J. Rodgers 
A.D. Sanson 
Barry Silburn 

H. Summerscales 

E. A. Startin-Field 
E.R. Semple 
D.S. South 
W.W. Sanders 

J. A. Selby 
Roy Smith 

G. B. Skinner 
Martin Smith 
A.D. Tavener 
N.A. Tavener 

H. L. Thomas 

K. Turton 
A. Veney 
David Venning 
K.J. Welsh 

A. Gordon Wallace 
J.W. Ward 
Elva M.C. Yager 
Celia Yeaman 


(FROM UNOFFICIAL RECORDS -- PLEASE BRING ERRORS TO OUR ATTENTION) 


... AS DID ALL (F THESE ORGANISATIONS 


All Ucklun . 

Accommodation Proprietors 
Ansett Airlines 
Blood Transfusion 
Burns Philp 
Citizens Association 
Wives and Mothers 
Council 

C. W.A. 

Chamber of Commerce 
Commonwealth Bank 
Conservation Foundation 
Attorney General’s Department 
Department of Transport 
Department of Defence 
Department of Education 
Department of the Environment 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Department of Social Security 
Dep. Special Min. of State 


Department Tourism Rec. 
Department of Taxation 
, Treasury Department : 

Department of the Capital Territory 

Forestry Department 

Health Department 

Department of Immigration 

Electricity Undertaking 

East-West Airlines 

Flora & Fauna Society 

Freedom Movement 

V.F.W. Fokker 

Norfolk Island Hospital 

Norfolk Island Hospital Auxiliary 

Norfolk Island Hospital Board 

Hawker deHaviland • 

Lord Howe Island Administration 
Bureau of Mineral Resources 
Bank of New South Wales 


Norfolk Island Airlines 
OTC Australia 
Post Office 
Qantas 

Registrar of Companies 
Registrar of Lands 
Royal Far West Children's Health 
Scheme 

Royal Australian Institute of Archi¬ 
tects 

Norfolk Island School 
South Pacific Hotel 
Survey Office 

Tasmanian Conservation Planning 
Department 
Telephone Service 
Travelodge 
Wives & Mothers 
Younger Residents Movement 

N.I. Tourist Board 
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VITAL STATISTICS - THE MAIN HOMAN EVENTS ON NORFOLK DORING 1975 ' 


TWO DEATHS cast a shadow over 
the celebration of Christmas 1975. 

Susan (Susie) Yeaman died on 
Christmas Eve and Percy William 
(Willie Boy) Quintal on Christmas Day. 

Susan Yeaman (nee Allen) was 72 
when she died. 

She was born on Norfolk but lived 
in Australia for some years, returning 
home and marrying Eddie Yeaman 
after the Pacific War. 

She had a beautiful voice, and was 
a valued member of the Church of 
England Choir, and sang at Island 
concerts. 

She leaves her husband and a sis ter, 
Mrs. Kath Snell. 

. Percy William Quintal was bom on 
Norfolk September 2, 1905, working 
in his younger days as a whaler. 

He went to Australia and spent some 
time cm cattle stations in New South 
Wales and Queensland, joining the 
A.I.F. on the outbreak of war. 

After peace was signed, he came 
home to Norfolk and built a house for 
•his mother at Anson Bay. 

After she died, he lived there until 
his death with his sister Kate (Mattie) 
Quintal who survives him. 

Friends of Sydney architect John 
Fomberteau were also saddened by 
news of his recent death. He visited 
Norfolk many times with his family, 
and one of his fond hopes was to build 
a home on land they own, and live 
here. 


I N ME M 0 R I A M 


DEATHS ON NORFOLK ISLAND IN 1975 
to December 29th 

George Albert Evans, January 22nd. 

Johan Jacobus Kienhuize, March 16th. 
Jessie Sinclair Wiseman, March 22nd. 
Ivens Satterfield Nobbs, April 10th. 
Gordon Roy Findlay, April 14th. 

James John Rynan, May 21st. 

William Tilly McCoy, September 10th. 
Jean Florence Spackman, November 2nd, 
Susan Mary Yeaman, December 23rd. 
Percy William Quintal, December 25th. 

nTh 

RESIDENTS 

RESIDENTIAL status on Norfolk was 
granted to 17 people during 1975. 

They were Melba Bisgrove, Ian Harris, 
Brenda Reed, Clarence and Anne Smith, 
Dorothy Durley, Eric and Bland Hunter, 
Francis Gillan, Allan and Joyce Dyer, 

Bill and A<ja Forsyth Rod and Jill Karl 
and Peter and Joyce Middleton. 


T HE T 
HERE 
MARRIED 

MARRIAGES ON NORFOLK ISLAND IN 
1975 to December 29th 

Steven Charles Headland aid Yvonne 
Maureen Tattersall, January 6th. 

Marshall Shane McCoy and Patricia 
Mary Ryna,. January 8th. 

Anthony Oliver Palmer and Lynette 
Elsie Clearihan, February 11th. 

Ivens Francois Buffett and Shelley 
Lorraine Buffett, March 8th. 

Andrew Wayne Barr and Suzanne 
Margaret Wolfsbauer, March 22nd. 

Peter Martin Davidson and Alma 

■ Lynette Buffett, March 19th. 

Allan David Tavener and Maureen 
Norah Cooper, May 10th. 

Kenneth Joseph Moresby Salt and 
Regina Nell Williams, August 9th. 

Ian Russell Watkins and Robyn Brown, 
August 30th. 

Neil Alexander Tavener and Judith 
Raewyn Innes, October'11th. 

Peter John Poole and Marilyn Shreeve, 
October 25th. 

Peter Bradshaw Rohl and Yvonne Joy 
Pickering, November 1st. 

Ronald John Green and Margaret 
Kaminski, December 8 th. 

BORN 
0 N 

NORFOLK 

BIRTHS ON NORFOLK ISLAND IN 1975 
to December 29th 

To Daryl and Ruth Coleman, a daugh¬ 
ter, Michelle Margaret, on January 
14th. 

To Brian and Helen Adams, a daughter, 
Kym Michele, on March S6th. 

To Gaetan and Lorraine Boudan, a son, 
Yvan John, on April 22nd. 

To Peter and Natalie French, a son, 
Simeon, on May 4th. 

To Maurice and Dianne Bruce, a son, 
Nigel Jan, on May 15th. 

To Martin and Stephanie Griffin, a 
daughter, Jodie Elizabeth, on June 
1st. 

To Robert and Melinda Hassen, a son, 
Myles Stanley, on June 17th. 

To Tom and Sheila Grimshaw, a son, 
Jonathan Livingston, on July 2nd. 

To Bernle and Mary Chris dan-Bailey, 


a son, Peter Edward,, on August 23rd. 
To Stephen and Judith Harris, a son, 
Christopher James, on September 3rd. 
To Kevin and Jan Christian, a son, 

Scott, on September 14th. 

To Wayne and Lyn Prentice, a daugh¬ 
ter on September 14th. 

To Steven and Michelle Buffett, a son, 
Kjel David, on September 10th. 

To Leslie and Susan Burke, a son, Aider] 
Leslie, on September 22nd. 

To Colin and Linda Berriman, a son, 
Michael Phillip, on October 6th. 

To Greg and Lorraine Corless, a son, 
Daniel James, on October 13th. 

To Rod and Jill Karl, a son, Sven Stuar 
on November 3rd. 

To Andrew and Susanne Barr, a son, 
Wayne Charles, on November 22nd. 
To Michael and Jennifer Sexton, a 
daughter, Ketherine Halcomb, on 
November 22nd. 

GRADUATED ’ 
FROM 
SCHOOL 

SEVENTEEN YOUNG PEOPLE gradu¬ 
ated with the School Certificates 
from Norfolk Island Central School at 
the end of 1975. 

This was another 100 per cent pass 

Most students will continue their 
studies in Australia. 

Robert Adams plans to become a re¬ 
frigerator technician. 

Darlene Buffett, Glyn Christian, 
Margaret Christian and Nancy Menzies 
will take day secretarial courses while 
Carolynne Douran joins the Bank of 
New South Wales in Sydney. 

Ann Freshwater will learn hairdres 
Sing also in Sydney. 

Going on to fifth form are Anna 
Christian, Marie Hillier, George 
Plant, Richard Robertson, Jimmy Tav¬ 
ener and Lance Weslake. 

Michael Sanders has already joined 
the Royal Australian Navy. 

David Evans will undertake an 
apprenticeship, hopefully to become a 
motor mechanic. 

Gary Svendsen was working as a 
storeman at Foodlands while he figured 
out what he would do in 1976. 

Tony Buffett was waiting to find 
out if he could attend a one week 
soccer school at Armidale’N.S. W. at 
the end of January. 

All going well, Tony intended go¬ 
ing to Britain to play. Otherwise, he 
said, he would go to New Zealand to 
join the air force. 1 
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NORFOLK ISLAND'S 


HOST COtFORTABLE AND HOMELY HOTEL 

where patrons enjoy a relaxed 
and genuine Island atmosphere 
and splendid wholesome food 

WISHES ALL NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLES 
TOGETHER WITH THE ISLAND'S HAPPY 
TOURISTS 

A 

HAPPY 
A N 0 

PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR 


FRIENDS, YOU OWE YOURSELF A PLETELY FADED. 

GENUINE ISLAND HOLIDAY. IN THIS CHALLENGING FIELD Of 

CONTACT YOUR TOURIST AGENT TOURISM OUR COMPLETE ENDEA* 

AND HAVE THEM BOOK YOU INTO VOUR IS TO MAKE YOUR HOLIDAy 

HOTEL NORFOLK. YOU WILL GO AN ENJOYABLE, S A TI S YI NG A NEj 

HOME MOST RELAXED AND READY HAPPY ONE BECAUSE IT IS OUR-' 

TO TAKE ON THE WORLD, BECAUSE BUSINESS TO DO SO, AS WE CERx 

YOUR PROBLEMS WILL HAVE COM- TAINLY WANT YOU BACK. » 



HOTEL NORFOLK 

International 


PHONE 
2 17 7 




SWIMMING POOL 


FISHING TRIPS 


BED & BREAKFAST TARIFF 


A LA CARTE MEA LS 



EDITORIAL 

WHILE 1975 WAS UNUSUALLY EVENTFUL for Norfolk, it 
was a year that raised much larger questions than it an¬ 
swered. 

The Australian Government finally said what some 
people had thought for a long time -- that Norfolk Island’s 
present form of administration is "outmoded and inappro¬ 
priate". As a sound way of considering how the Island's 
form of government should be changed, Australia called 
(and paid for) a Royal Commission. The hearings were 
regarded sceptically by a few on the Island at first, but 
proved to be most healthy and informative. They were a 
great event, but the greater events lie ahead: Sir John 
Nimmo's recommendations, and the Government actions 
that will follow. 

The Island's "long-term" target for an ideal number 
of tourists has been set at 20, 000 a year. We got them 
in 1975, years ahead of forecasts. A great event, with an 
even greater question looming behind it; can tourist num - 
bers be controlled, or will those who benefit from tourism 
(which means most people on the Island) always keep wan¬ 
ting just a little more, until we find we've gone the way 
of Hawaii? 

Norfolk Island Council worked harder in 1975 than 
ever before. Th^re was week after week in which it was 
necessary for Councillors to attend just one more meeting, 
and then just one more, and to study reams of background 
information. A fine performance, for which we should 
all be appreciative. And behind it, a larger question; 
in the future, as Council responsibilities grow even more 
onerous, where will we find the men and women who 
have the ability, and are able to take the time, to handle 
them soundly? 


The Island's Public Service gave a fine account of 
itself in 1975. One of former Administrator E. T. Plck- 
erd's main objectives was to raise the pay, morale and 
performance of all Admin departments, and weld them 
into a real public service. His degree of success in doing 
this was one of 1975's important events. Again, larger 
questions present themselves: does Council have the 
strength to keep public service numbers and salaries in 
balance with the rest of Norfolk? Do our public servants 
have the strength of character - and it takes a lot - to 
keep the interests of the Island uppermost, and the inter¬ 
est of the public service in check? 

Unquestionably one of the big events of 1975 was 
Qantas's statements that in the long run it doesn't want 
to be flying anything but jumbo jets. The Island is in¬ 
debted to Australia for maintaining the DC-4 service 
until a more modern aircraft can begin serving Norfolk. 
What aircraft? Which airline? How much disruption to 
the peaceful environment here? What extensions to the 
airport? All large questions. 

Wilf Randall, speaking of an earlier generation on 
Norfolk, said to the Royal Commission, "When we were 
children the manners and respect of the people were out¬ 
standing. It made a lifelong, lasting impression on my 
mind. The actual character and dignity of those people 
were absolutely something out of this world." 

’ Norfolk will greatly benefit if it can show that kind 
of character and dignity as it deals with the questions 
1975 has left us. 

• 

To our readers, our many contributors, our adverti¬ 
sers and many other friends, thank you for the interest, 
support, patience and encouragement you gave the News 
in 1975. The paper couldn’t exist without you. 
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Business & ommerce 


A GOOD, INTERESTING 
YEAR FOR BURNT PINE 

CHOPPING AND CHANGING in 
customs regulations kept Burnt Pine 
"duty-free" merchants on the hop in 
1975. 

In May New Zealand reduced its 
duty-free-entry list by saying residents 
could bring back a tape recorder or a 
radio, but not one of each. Duty¬ 
free admission of stereo equipment 
was also ended. 

And in December, new Australian 
regulations seemed to mean that Nor¬ 
folk would no longer have any real 
price advantage over mainland shops 
in selling small transistor radios and 
other portable electronic items. 

Tighter economic times and then 
devaluation in New Zealand didn't 
deter N.Z. tourists from visiting Nor¬ 
folk during the year, but it seemed to 
make them even more careful spen¬ 
ders than before. 

The growth in tourist traffic from 
Australia slowed down a bit, but 
when they got here, Aussies seemed 
quite happy to follow Prentice's ad¬ 
vice and go broke saving money. 

On the whole it was probably either 
the best or the second-best year on 
records for Burnt Pine shops, in spite 
of sharply higher local customs duties. 

But because the year’s figures fail¬ 
ed to follow the "upward, ever up-ward" 
trend of recent years, commercial life 
seemed to many retailers to be more 
work and less joy. 

For the professional wing of the bus¬ 
iness community, it was a year of 
serious bumps and long night hours of 
wondering what the future would hold. 

The Island's only legal firm, Mc¬ 
Intyres, was short of staff most of the 
year and was up to its ears in client 
work related to the Royal Commission. 
The work included a fair amount of 
volunteer effort by Neil McIntyre in 
advising residents about their submis¬ 
sions. The firm expanded into the 
accounting field, with accountant Bill 
Lackey heading the new venture. And 
while its tax-avoidance practice may 
have passed its boom days, probate and 
other legal problems and opportunities 
seemed plentiful. 

McIntyres lost Danny Lusk, who re¬ 
tired in June. The firm also suffered 
a passing but painful public image 
paroxysm when the police station set 
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up new headquarters in the vacant 
half of the Douglas Drive office build¬ 
ing. 

The Island's two bank managers 
were ordered to produce figures on 
customer transactions for the Royal 
Commission, and they and their staffs 
burned midnight oil compiling them, 
and ran up Sydney phone bills that 
gladdened the OTC's heart. 

Unemployment figures zoomed in 
Australia, but on Norfolk it was next 
to impossible to fill a vacancy. 

A tremendous amount of anguish 
and hard work went into Chamber of 
Commerce activities, but as-the year 
ended the body seemed no more uni¬ 
fied or co-ordinated than it had the 
previous year. 

The Accommodation Proprietors 
lost Max Inglis from their ranks when 
he worked out a deal to sell Tropique 
Apartments to Ray and Fran Brennan, 
but persuaded Max to stay on as presi¬ 
dent anyway. They met With tourist¬ 
booking dynamo Aileen Dickson late 
in the year, and had a friendly chat. 

The Island's lack of any business 
names registration caused some con¬ 
fusion for Air Norfolk, a name which 
Charlie Herman says wasn't sold to 
Ben Morrice, and which Ben Morris 
says wasn't sold to Charlie Herman. 

Bruce and Yoland Walker ceased 
managing the South Pacific Hotel and 
moved to management of Hibiscus 
flats. Steve and Fiona McMullen took 
over the managing of the South Pacif¬ 
ic, and earned hard-won, foot-fatigu¬ 
ing diplomas in the problems of island 
hotel operation when a band of wait¬ 
resses jacked up and left them to do 
a lot of the muscle work themselves 
until new staff arrived. 

Norfolk's real estate boom just simply 
vanished. With the tax haven laws 
changed by Australia, and a ban on any 
new Enter-and-Remain permits for pros¬ 
pective migrants to the Island, land 
sales dwindled away and prices slid 
back to about half their level of a few 
years ago. The prices were still very 
high, for a young couple starting out. 

The application of Australian taxes 
to any Norfolk company with overseas 
shareholders put some operations at a 
disadvantage. One was Burns Philp, 
which earned only $23,550 after tax 
on its local investment of over $400, 000; 
another was the South Pacific Hotel, 
which earned $23, 000 after tax on its 
investment of around $1 million. 

There were some changes in Burnt 


Pine’s frontier-town look. Burns Philp 
added a modern new facade to its 
main shop, and re-painted and modern¬ 
ised at Middlegate; it also got going 
well in hardware and builders' supplies, 
in its new side storefront around the 
corner from the main entrance. 

Cameralines pulled down its ailing 
awning and put up a new one, finally 
getting its new sign painted just in 
time for the big tourist season. 

The biggest visual change was the 
Admin's painting right-angle parking 
lanes along most of the shopping area 
of Taylor's Road. There were cries 
of "just like Sydney" and "they’re 
ruining the place" from some merchants 
but within a few weeks it was hard to 
remember what it was like in the 
higgledy-piggledy parking days. 

The in-town Milton's, the Seiko - 
Shop, expanded out to the back, 
greatly opening up its display space, 
and changed the old Milton's into "The 
Bazaar", which handles exotic over¬ 
seas crafts, furniture and gifts. Arden 
McGuinness got a nice new upstairs 
office out of that improvement. 

Judy Jarvis also got a nice new office 
at the Milk Bar, having earned it by 
a long stint running the place from a 
room about the size of most managers’ 
desks. 

Billy Tins, the take-away food place, 
went empty during die year and still 
is. Jensen's newsagency compressed 
its space needs down to half, and 
Centre Point delicatessen opened up 
in the other half, bringing genuine 
big dill pickles and other delicacies to 
a waiting populace. 

Centre Point is operated by Nobbs & 
Inglis, which earlier had secured a 
Dairy Frost franchise and opened a self- 
serve ice cream parlour in Taylor's Road 
near Rawson Hall, The partnership al- 
’O got into Norfolk-scale food process¬ 
ing businesses, including making 
crinkle-cut chips, coleslaw and local 
ice-cream. 

Tony Mathys sold his nursery bus¬ 
iness in behind the Bank of New South 
Wales to Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Sampson, 
but Tony continues to run .Swiss House. 

Amy Bathie's De Chesne's store 
became the only shop on the Island 
selling back issues of Norfolk stamps, 
and she continued her community- 
. minded operation of marketing many 
goods including small producers' fruits 
and vegetables, and providing one of 
Norfolk'S main centres for trading 
island news and political views., 

26 


30 December 1975 





WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS OUR APPRECIATION TO 
THE IMPORTERS OF NORFOLK ISLA ND, MEMBERS OF 
THE ADMINISTRATION STAFF, THE. MEN WHO SUPER¬ 
VISE AND CARRY OUT LIGHTERAGE OPERATIONS. 
CUSTOMS, O.T.C. AND POST OFFICE STAFF, OUR 
ASSOCIATES IN SYDNEY AND AUCKLAND, THE OF¬ 
FICERS AND MEN OF OUR SHIPS, AND THE MANY 
OTHER INDIVIDUALS, AT NORFOLK ISLAND AND 
OVERSEAS, WHO HELPED MAKE 1975 THE YEAR IN 
WHICH C.C.C. EARNED THE TITLE 


THE NEW 
LEADERS 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING EVEN MORE CLOSELY 
AND CO-OPERATIVELY WITH YOU IN 1976 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 

in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 



Norfolk 

HAD A CHAT with Pat Sanders at 
that lovely house in Stockyard Road 
just before she and Sandy left it. Re¬ 
grettably, as they both love Norfolk, 
they had to go back to the mainland 
because of Sandy’s health. As you 
know, Hugh and Helen Sampson have 
bought their home. 

Pat told me she has a book full of 
recipes collected as a memento of 
friends in different parts of the world 
where she, not as a tourist, resided 
with husband Sandy. Bahrain in the 
Arabian Gulf was their final 6-year 
posting by Cable and Wireless Limited, 
the British O. T. C. Sandy was General 
Manager for the Middle East whilst 
they lived in Bahrain, his area extend¬ 
ing as far as Beirut, Baghdad, Amman, 
Riyad in Arabia, Karachi in Pakistan 
and the Gulf States of Dubai, Doha 
and Muscat in Oman. 

Their Company house in Bahrain 
was in a date plantation with a tiny 
stream fed from a freshwater spring 
running through the garden. 

Many are the stories Sandy can tell 
about the different peoples - their 
customs and costumes; feast days and 
fast days - over 500 people were on 
the staff of theCable and Wireless area 
for which he was responsible. 

Many of the older Norfolk people 
will remember Sandy when he was at 
the Cable Station at Anson Bay as many 
as 50 years ago and also when, as a 
friend of the late Dr. Duke, he instal¬ 
led and serviced the first x-ray mach¬ 
ine and took the x-rays in the hospital 
then at Mission House, now Bishop’s 
Court, 

Sandy always wanted to return to 
Norfolk Island and still thinks it is one 
of the loveliest spots in the world. He 
should know - his career took him for 
long periods to Auckland. Southport, 
Suva, Fanning Island, Manila, Djakarta, 
Jesselton, London, Malta, Aden, Zanzi¬ 
bar, Mombasa, Nairobi, Dar-Es-Salaam 
in E. Africa, Hong Kong, Penang and 
Singapore where he met Pat. Pat had 
worked and travelled in nearly as many 
places as Sandy. Sandy's extensive ex¬ 
perience with world-wide communica¬ 
tions was recognized when, at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace, just prior to retirement, 
he’ was invested by Her Majesty The 
Queen with an O. B. E. 

Notwithstanding the excitement of 
new places and fascinating scenes, Pat 
says what she remembers most are her 
old friends; so, to get back to her reci¬ 
pes , she gives one which she adapted 
from fresh dates in Bahrain to straw¬ 
berries in Nairobi. She has tried it 
here with local fresh guavas and says 
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it is equally delicious with either red 
or yellow. 

GUAVA MOUSSE 

H large cups mashed guavas, all seeds 
removed 

2 desertspoons water, 

2 " lemon juice 

3 teaspoons gelatine 
2 egg whites 

£ cup castor sugar 
1 small cup cream 

Dissolve gelatine in the warmed water. 
Beat egg-whites until soft peaks appear, 
add sugar gradually until dissolved. 
Whip cream until stiff and fold into 
egg-white mixture. Add pulped fruit, 
lemon juice and gelatine and mix in 
quickly. Refrigerate in serving bowl 
or individual bowls. 

Well-sealed may be kept in fridge for 
several days. 

(With yellow guavas, the skin may be 
softened first by dipping in'boiling 
water.) 



WITH SO MUCH Xmas about, not 
very much will be going in gardens, 
except for die harvesting of vegies, 
which are abundant this year. Flower 
gardens showing signs of the dry Novem¬ 
ber, that good rain coming too late for 
smaller plants, however shrubs are very 
well, and carrying good show of blos¬ 
som. Lots ofagapanthus and regal 
Lillies making lovely show of blue and 
white. Don't forget to give plants of 
all sorts a good dusting or spraying, as 
caterpillars are fairly numerous this 
time of year; especially the "loper". 
Early morning is by far the best time 
to apply dusting, as it will cling to 
foliage which is dewy. 

Don't forget to hoe around plants 
during these dry months; cultivation 
is very helpful. 

Put African Violets, where the hot 
sun will not be directly on the foliage, 
as they will quickly burn. All "indoors" 
will need extra watering at this time 
of year as they dry out quickly. Don't 
forget to make a note of summer 
flowers you see to be,prepared for next 
year's summer show. 

Please ask, through this column, 
about problems we may be able to 
help with. 


LIVING 

THE 1975 GENERAL ELECTION 
by G.S. Hack. 

I HAVE NEVER watched a man be¬ 
ing crushed and eaten by a boa-con¬ 
strictor, but the scene must have the 
same sort of horrible fascination as the 
sight of a great, historical political 
party crushed hopelessly to pieces and 
ejected at the end of the process as a 
mere name with a couple of million 
votes and a couple of dozen nondes¬ 
cript Members of Parliament attached 
to it. What does amaze me is that the 
Canberra political journalists can pro¬ 
duce a book like this and within a week 
of an election not merely have it prin¬ 
ted and distributed but even a copy in 
your reviewer's hands. 

Anybody can claim that the trium¬ 
phant Australian Labour Party, when re¬ 
turned to office after more than twenty 
years in the political wilderness, had 
the seeds of self-destruction well and 
truly sown and even sprouting within 
it. It had the infant party of Commu¬ 
nist sympathisers busy staking out 
ground leftwards for itself, the division 
between Whitlamites and Cairnsites 
breaking up the centre and the great 
and totally uncontrollable mass of the 
unions slitting the country's economic 
throat while at the same time shouting , 
"Patriotism" so loudly that nothing else 
could be i^ieard. Mind you, when first 
elected to powder after their twenty 
years in opposition,’“both parties had 
the need for the refreshment of irrespon 
libility, the main difference between 
the two being that the A. L. P. glutted 
their refreshment to the uttermost. 

Their three years in office have been 
seen to have been totally incompetent 
with dishonesty rearing it's envious head 
at every provocation. All political 
parties have a lot of .ditty washing, but 
it seems to be the fate of Socialist par¬ 
ties the world over to do their's in pub¬ 
lic while the Liberal, Conservative or 
what-have-you parties have their's 
done by a very competent and discreet 
laundress who would never dream of 
letting pictures of herself at the wash- 
tub be paraded in the public press. 

It’s greatly to the credit of the Aust¬ 
ralian electors that they voted as they 
did, and were not brainwashed by the 
histrionics of the so-called Constitution¬ 
al crisis into voting back into power a 
party who tried to make capital and 
amass sympathy from their sacking 
the previous month. Let's all hope 
we can now look forward to another 
twenty years of non-Labour rule. Not 
that party names mean that much in 
politics; the only two true names are 
the "ins" and the "outs". HENRY SMITH 
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boutique 


Just arrived from Honolulu 
Ladies’ 100% Cotton Frocks ail sizes 
Men’s 100% Cotton Shirts ail sizes 
Hawaiian Evening Wear 
American Buxton Leathergoods 



K 

~SURELY IT's NOT the end of another 
year already. Each year seems to pass 
more quickly. Looking back over 1975 
though it's no wonder the time flies 
as there has been so much happening. 

What has struck me most of all about 
1975 is that despite the ever-rising cost 
of living the Norfolk Island community 
has still given open-heartedly and most 
generously to the various clubs and 
organisations on the Island. Remember 
the monster raffles held during the year; 
the Wives and Mothers Club Honda 
raffle, the Lions Club's fourth car 
raffle and the Leagues Club’s very pop¬ 
ular holiday raffle. Approximately 
$2, 000 has been raised on each occasion 
and has gone towards some community 
project. 

All ticket-holders of these raffles and 
their partners have enjoyed the "draw- 
nights" which have taken the form of 
Prawn Nights or Supper Dances in Raw- 
son Hall. 

Rawson Hall has also been the scene 
of a number of fetes during the year. 

The Rotary Club’s Paddy's Market raised 
just over $1, 000 and their very success¬ 


ful Village Fair and Telethon raised just 
over $8, 000 which helped the Club 
start Bonnie and Kik Quintal off on 
their flightathon round Australia. The 
target was to raise $25, 000 for the 
Norfolk Island Hospital 

Many enjoyable evenings have been 
spent at the local hail which itself has 
received a face-lift (or floor-lift, 1 
should say). Pat Patterson and his team 
did a splendid job of sanding and pol¬ 
ishing the floor. Believe it took diem 
almost two days to remove all the 
chewing gum! 

Remember in particular the Bounty 
Ball, one of the best yet, which follow, 
ed a very successful Bounty Day. The 
re-enactment of the landing with every, 
one in period costume was most realis¬ 
tic -- Wilf Randall looked terrific 
dressed as Captain Denham, R. N. It 
was very heartening too to see so many 
dressed up. That was Monday the 9th. 
On the following Monday, Queen's 
Birthday, the A & h Society organised 
a Cross-Country Horse Race and Show 
Jumping Competition out at Simon's 
Water. Despite the rain it was a most . 
successful day. 

Another happy and joyful event was 
the Fancy Dress Frolic for the littlies 
organised by die Wives and Mothers 
Club, again held in Rawsdn Hall. The 
tremendous support, participation and 
interest expressed by the community 


will ensure, I think, that this become.' 
an annual event: so set your thinking 
caps on Mums and Dads. The hall 
that night was a bright splash of col¬ 
our with all the different costumes. 

I particularly remember Grandma 
Reeves and the hugh silver coin! 

The Leagues Club has seen many 
happy occasions during 1975. Winton 
and William Sanders celebrated their 
21st birthday there with their family 
and friends. It was the venue for Pat 
Ryan and Shane McCoy’s reception 
after their wedding out at the Mission 
Chapel. The directors of the Leagues 
Club have organised a number of en¬ 
joyable fish nights and the picture 
night on a Tuesday is very popular. 
Housie too has drawn large numbers on 
Monday and Thursday nights. 

Further down the road the R.S. L. 
with its renovated and extended club- 
rooms has provided many happy nights - 
sing-alongs, dances and fish and chip 
nights. 

The Bowling Club too has done its 
share of entertaining during the year 
with its popular barbecue and fish 
nights. In May the Club held 'its 14th 
Bounty Bowling Tournament and as 
always it was a most successful week 
with bowlers coming from New Zeal¬ 
and and all parts of Australia to join 
in the competition. 

I know I’ve mentioned only a few of 
the year's activities. There are many 
more - the annual A & H Show in Oct¬ 
ober, gymkhanas organised by the 
Equestrian Club, fun nights at the Golf 
Club - sometimes one has had a choice 
of about three functions one could attenc 
on one night. No wonder the year has 
flown and in between all these activit¬ 
ies residents have still had time to tend 
their gardens and do their housework. 

I NEVIS Mini Ads | 


For sale 

Local fish fillets available at 
DeChesne's Store $1 lb. 


Couple wanted 

Responsible married couple required 
for live-in position on licensed 
premises. Must be fully experienced 
and capable in all facets of accom¬ 
modation management, kitchen, 
diningroom and bar work. 

Salary commensurate with experience 
and qualifications. Please apply in 
writing to Norfolk White Heron Lodge, 
P.O. Box 89, Norfolk Island, giving 
details of previous experience and 
positions held also enclosing copies 
of references. Written applications 
only for initial consideration. 


Remembering the good rides 

we had this year 



[thinking of the 
good ones well have in the year ahead 

TRAIL RIDE BOOKINGS: TOURIST BUREAU OR 2147 


Th# NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 30 December 1975 


30 






‘dars Norfolk ’ 


ONE OF THE unique aspects of liv¬ 
ing on Norfolk Island is that all of us 
are here because we want to be. 

Many on the Island went to great 
pains and sacrifice to arrange their 
lives so they could live here. Others 
were bom here, moved away but were 
called 'home*. Others, born here, 
have never left and don't want to. 

We all have a common base to work 
from, and share our existences on; a. 
love of this Island in the Pacific. 

There is a bittersweetness, a yin 
and yang about the Island. It is hard 
to put into words. Visitors don't 
comprehend it, and we ourselves are 
frustrated by it while at the same time 
charmed by it. One thing for certain 
is that we all know that the things we 
do, both easy and hard, all have to do 
with living our own lives. Each aspect 
of life here has to do with real life. 
When a shipment of goods arrives 
smashed to smitherines we know it 
was because the seas were high and 
men risked their lives to bring our 
goods ashore. There are no weak 
apologies from a stranger over the tele¬ 
phone blaming the shipping line or the 
anonymous, careless wharfies and tel¬ 
ling you to fill out form 00269M, 
which will be dealt with by so and so’s 
agents. 

One could go on about Norfolk's dis¬ 
parities and dichotomies - some serious 
and soul searching, some just down¬ 
right funny. As so much of this issue 
of the News is a serious review of the 
past year, let’s recall funnier aspects 
of the yin and yang of Norfolk life. 

— Having more tomatoes in your 
vegie garden than you can possibly 
pick, preserve, or give away and yet 
being enticed into the food shops by 
displays of huge polythene bags of 
them. 

— Forgetting to turn off the hose 
that fills the cattle trough, and re¬ 
membering it five hours and 300 gal¬ 


lons of water later, just after you've 
decided you could get through another 
summer without drilling for a bore. 

— Finding a perfect, gargantuan 
specimen growing in your garden two 
weeks after the A.& H. show. 

— Sleeping in on the morning the 
plasterer finally called round to fix 
the kitchen ceiling, and missing him. 

, --- Waving to everyone coming to¬ 
wards you on the way to town except 
one person who turns out to be your 
neighbour. 

— Calling on a friend who lives 
on the other side of the Island and not 
finding her at home; but when you get 
home discovering she's called on you. 

— Ending up with two copies of 
every P1M, Norfolk Islander and Thurs¬ 
day's Australian because your hus¬ 
band had the same idea when he was 
in tcwn. 

— Setting a decorative table for 
dinner guests on the quiet side of the 
verandah ten minutes before a wind 
change makes it impossible to sit out¬ 
side. 

— Reading that there was fresh 
fish fillet for sale at $1.00 per pound 
in several shops and not being able to 
find any on the day you're entertain¬ 
ing mainland V.I.P’s. 

--- Invariably forgetting the hours 
the fish-n -;‘hip shop's open and al¬ 
ways ending up there on Tuesday even¬ 
ing with a ravenous hunger. 

--- Thinking it only takes 10 min¬ 
utes at the most to get to the airport 
fromyour house (when in fact it takes 
20) and missing waving to your visit¬ 
ors as they come across the tarmac, 
barely getting there in time to help 
them with their luggage. 

— Losing your computerised bank 
statement and David Jones bill some¬ 
where between the gear box and the 
driver's seat. 

— Being frustrated every morning 
by the pompous ABC "News" broad¬ 


casts which tell nothing but the move¬ 
ment of Ambassadors to Asurbyjan 
and the evacuation of civilians from 
Wobatchuma. 

— Waiting 6 months for a part 
for the fuel stove, only to find it's 
for a different model when it arrives. 

— Hearing on the morning’s local 
news that your area will have no elec¬ 
tricity that morning when you're ex¬ 
pecting a big order for the deepfreeze. 

Norfqlk is the place where some 
people buy Volvos and Mercedes but 
can't drive them farther*than Head¬ 
stone or Anson Bay- where we buy 
exotic perfumes cheaply but the tops 
rust - where we spend thousands on a 
new house but have a flash hot water 
heater above the kitchen sink to save 
gas - where we can buy Jaeger clothes, 
jewels and heady perfumes but spend 
most of our time in simple cotton dress¬ 
es and slacks - where there are cows 
all over the Common but we import 
beef from New Zealand and Australia - 
where one of our main sources of re¬ 
venue is from stamps and yet we hap¬ 
pily drive 3 miles to collect our mail - 
where there is the world's most beauti¬ 
ful scenery and yet photos have to go 
to Brisbane to be developed - where 
all your friends envy your lazing about 
on a South Pacific Island but you’ve 
never worked harder in your life - 
where people come for holidays to 
‘ get away from it all' but where you 
can't get away because you’re too busy 
(and besides who'd feed the chooks and 
water the garden) - where we picnic 
peacefully among the ruins of one of 
the worst convict settlements in the 
world's history - where we make 
guava jelly, to have plenty for our 
tables for the year, but give it all 
away - where people come to get 
well, but we have to leave when we’re 
very sick — 

Who can say what it really is about 
this beauteous isle? 

Whatever it is, it unites us all. 
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SENDER; 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

This issue 
Australia - 400 
New Zealand - 800 


TO: 


■.SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE 

As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 

.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—... 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address paneL 
3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back abng the top dotted lin 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 









latest tourist 
information 
and road map 

P.9-12 


MONDAY 12 JANUARY 1976 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 


NEWS TO EXPAND 
AND BE MONTHLY 


More of what you 
fancy, cheaper subs, 
big savings on ads 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS will be 
expanded to about twice its present 
size and will become a monthly pub¬ 
lication starting with its next issue. 

As a monthly, the News will con¬ 
tinue to carry the features readers 
enjoy most, and a great deal more. 

The change has been planned af¬ 
ter a detailed survey of the first six 
months of the News's publication, 
highlights of the study were: 

- The News has had a rema :-ole 
welcome on the Island. It goes into 
virtually every family home each 
week, and has been bought by al¬ 
most every tourist couple visiting 
Norfolk. Although the paper was 
expected to operate at a loss for up 
to a year, it has actually showed a 
modest profit every issue from the 
start. 

- Not all readers like all aspects 

of the News. The most popular items 
have been articles going into some 
depth on important Norfolk subjects; 
verbatim interviews with people of 
interest; and features such as Butch's 
(turn to page 3, please) 


A DELIGHTED CROWD OF OVER 
1350 ISLANDERS AND VISITORS 
ENJOYED THE BEST NEW YEAR’S 
RACE MEETING EVER, WITH AS 
NICE A DAY AS ANYONE EVER 
SAW. HERE ALLAN DYER TRIES 
TO CONVINCE PEOPLE THEY 
OUGHT TO BE IN THE RAFFLE. 



APMIMSTRATOR 

TAKES ACTIO Nr 

A STOP-WORK order has been 
issued by the Administrator to halt 
improvements being made to a block 
of four shops in Taylor's Rd. 

Following a report by the building 
inspector that the shops appeared to 
be undergoing a conversion for use.as 
tourist flats, the Admin investigated, 
and Legal Advisor David Rumpitt was 
told to draw up the order, which was 
delivered to owner Rex Barrett on 
Thursday. 

The investigation showed that sound¬ 
proof partitions had been built between 
the shop spaces, and toilets, showers, 
sinks and wardrobes were being put in. 


STOP ORDER ISSUED 


- Don’t Miss:- 


hapj 


’Petted 


te ver 
3 1 97S? 


INTERVIEWS, STORIES AND QUOTES 
INSIDE ABOUT HOW NORFOLK ISLANDERS 
THINK 1976 WILL TURN OUT. 


The back walls of the shops had been 
fitted with large windows, giving a 
view of the valley behind. 

"My first aim was to upgrade the 
. building, " Rex told the News Friday. 

"Ideally I'd like to keep them as 
(turn to page 6 please) 

| IT COSTS $1,000 ] 

' ANOTHER $L 000 FINE was decided 
on by the Court of Petty Sessions last 
Tuesday as.the punishment for possess¬ 
ing cannabis. 

The offender was a young man 
whose family lives on the Island. 

The court also issued 13 convictions 
for speeding, most of the charged 
drivers being teenagers. While most 
received fines of $20, previous offen¬ 
ders were hit harder, several being 
fined $50. Two had their licenses 
taken away, one for three months and 
the other for fifteen months. 











The Professionals in sound equipment 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 






Norfolk Rotary elects new officers for 1976 j 


NEW OFFICERS of the Rotary Club 
have been elected,, to take office July 
1st. 

The long lead time has been recom¬ 
mended by Rotary International to im¬ 
prove continuity from year to year. 

The incoming president will be 
Gary Robertson: vice president, Bruce 
Walker; secretary, Hugh Lambie; 
treasurer, Bill Lackey; and directors, 
Gordon Maskell-Smith, Graham Wool- 
ley, Ross Wiltshier and current presi¬ 
dent Geoff Bennett. 

One of the highlights of the club’s 
forthcoming activities will be a func¬ 
tion, probably in mid-February, to 


hand over funds raised in the Village 
Fair, the Quintals' Flight-a-thon, 
and other enterprising functions late 
in 1975. Money is still coming in 
from some of these. 

Museum chairman 

DAVID BUFFETT has been elected 
chairman of the interim Museum Trust 
set up by former Administrator E.T. 
Pickerd to establish a Norfolk Island 
Museum, 

He rejftaces Wilfred Randall, chair¬ 
man since the interim trust was form - 
ed last year, who remains a trustee. 


A bigger News, more of what you want 


cartoons. Foxy McCoy’s Sketchbook, expensive for overseas readers to sub- 

Norfolk Living and "dars Norfolk". scribe to. The increaseput a’ year's 

The "Letter From Home", in which subscription to the News up to $19, 

; "Twid” writes about chatty events which is too much for most poten- 

on the Island, is widely followed. tial subscribers. 

Such features and articles will be - With an economic squeeze in Aus- 1 

continued and expanded in the mon- tralia and New Zealand, and costs on 
thly News. the Island increasing, Norfolk business 

- Readers have been less interes- people have been looking at their 

ted in the weekly "news" stories. monthly budgets closer thpn ever -- 

Several people commented' that and the cost of an advertising pro- 

1 "everybody on Norfolk knows what gram is an important budget item, 

has happened long before the paper By changing to monthly publication 

gets out." In future the News will the News will be able to -- 

carry a section rounding up the "news” Allow people overseas to keep in 
events of the previous month but touch with Norfolk for a reason able 

won't present them as hot news -- cost -- $11 a year to have the mon- 

simply as a record, so people can be thly News mailed to Australia, 
sure they haven't missed anything. Give advertisers an attractive well- 

In its new form the News will cost planned publication ii 

50^ a month, as compared with 600 lar advertising prograi 

for four issues of the weekly. much less than any al 

The plan to expand the News and , open to them> 
issue it monthly is intended o give roarh +f»m 

readers more of what they want. 1031/11 lUUi 

It is also intended to solve two im- To reach aU tourijtJ 

portant problems that have devel- mon th, it is necessary 

oped in the past several months. tiser now lo have Ms , 

These problems are - - in every weekly issue 

- A near-doubling of postage rates ^ i s i an( jer, or to alt 

has made a weekly publication too A one . pa „ e adverti s 


Arts Council to 
choose program 

THE ARTS COUNCIL will select 
a program of visiting artists for 1976 
at its Committee meeting this week. 

They will be chosen from lists made 
available by the Arts Council of 
N. S. W., and are expected to be an¬ 
nounced at the Council's annual meet¬ 
ing late this month. 

This week's meeting will also re¬ 
view 1975 activities and final finan¬ 
cial figures for the year. 
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lar advertising program will cost 
much less than any alternative now 
open to them. 

reach tourists 

To reach all tourists through the 
month, it is necessary for an adver¬ 
tiser now to have his message appear 
in every weekly issue of the News, or 
the Islander, or to alternate the two. 

A one-page advertisement in the 
n£w monthly News will reach almost 
every resident, and almost every 
tourist couple right through the month, 
for 60% less than the cost of a regu¬ 
lar page in the weekly News, and 
at least 30% less than the cost of a 
regular page in the Islander. 

Advertising rates in the monthly 
News will scale down to $7.50 for 
a minimum ad in die Tourist Lift- 
out section -- or an average cost of 
$1.73 a week, as compared with $4 
at present. 

The first issue of the expanded 
monthly News is expected to go on 
sale on February 20th. 
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at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 






Port de France (V56) has sailed and is expected on Wednesday 
with 440 tonnes for discharge including gas and 700 mail bags. 


NEXT SAILING FROM SYDNEY 

lie de Lumiere (V10) 

Cargo bookings are now being 
received for this voyage. 
Loading should commence 
on January 20th. 

lie de Lumiere (VII) 

due depart Sydney 26 Feb. 
due arrive Norfolk 3 March 


NEXT SAILING FROM NEW ZEALAND 

Fort de France (V56 North) 
Cargo bookings are now being 
received for this sailing 
from Onehunga. Loading should 
commence on January 24th. 

(due depart Onehunga 27 Jan.) 
(due arrive Norfolk 30 Jan.) 

lie de Lumiere (VII North) 
due depart Onehunga 16 Feb. 
due arrive Norfolk 19 Feb. 


BACK CARGO TO SYDNEY 

lie de Lumiere (V9) is 
expected to return from 
Noumea Jan. 17 to discharge 
overcarried cargo from New 
Zealand. She will then 
proceed direct to Sydney. 
Back cargo bookings to 
Sydney should be confirmed 
by Friday 16 January. 


CRUISE NEWS _ 

Following discharge at Norfolk 
on January 31st, the lie de 
Lumiere will sail to Noumea... 
Port Vila...Whangarei N.Z.... 
Onehunga — and return to 
Norfolk on February 19th. 

12 days at sea and 8 days in 
N.Z. — an ideal holiday for 
those who could do with a break. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 






SKGOTii TRANSFER PLANNED AS THE WORKS DEPARTMENT 


PREPARES TO FAREWELL THE OLD MILITARY BARRACKS 


THE ELECTRICITY and Electrical 
section of the Works Department will 
be first to move into the Island's new 
Works Depot. 

Residents who have been waiting 
to have a telephone connected will be 
interested to know the only thing hold¬ 
ing up the section’s move is that they 
haven’t been able to get the phone on 
yet. 

But as soon as it's connected, Barry 
Silburn, Puss Anderson, David Sanders, 
George Graham and Ricky Quintal 
will shift their headquarters from Kings¬ 
ton into the New Cascade Rd. depot, 
and the big move for the whole depart¬ 
ment will be underway. 

Some work remains to be done, and 
the new Works Department hopes to 
handle it, under contract from Aust¬ 
ralia's Department of Housing and Con¬ 
struction, which is footing the bill as 
part of the Kingston restoration program. 

Vinyl tile floors need to be laid in 
the mess room, entrances and offices; 
the remaining half of the yard needs 
to be sealed, and underground drain¬ 
age needs to be installed to keep rain¬ 
water from running into tile neighbors' 
property. 

By sometime in March all sections 
of the Works Department should have 
cleared out of the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks at Kingston and be functioning 
in the new buildings. Then there will 
be an official opening ceremony. 

A contract has been let for building 
two large vehicle shelters, and they 
should be done in April. 

Works Supervisor Boony But fett says 
he thinks the whole move will be ac¬ 
complished with very little disruption 
to the department’s services to the Isl¬ 
and. 

Those services are as complicated 
as they are vital. Some of die de¬ 
partment’s big responsibilities can't be 
timetabled; they have to be handled 
immediately when the time comes. 
These include firefighting, ship un¬ 
loading, mortuary services, and main¬ 
taining electrical and phone lines. 

Because those jobs can't be predict¬ 
ed, it’s never possible to say for sure 
exactly when the department's longer- 
term jobs will be finished. But on the 
program for 1976 are these; 

School extensions .should be com¬ 
pleted over the next six weeks. They 
include a new staff amenities room, 
including toilets, and an extension to 
the manual arts room. Also to be 
done - probably by the end of June - 
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is a new bathroom at the headmaster's 
residence. 

The Hospital should have its park¬ 
ing area, and the access drive to the 
ambulance room, sealed by the end 
of this month. 

Watermill Dam, , which developed 
a fair-sized leak and had to be drained 
a few weeks ago, should be repaired 
by the end of this week, and re-filline 

The year ahead... 
we take a look at 
the cost of food, 
the works program 
the supply of gas 
and other topics 

THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWS looks at 
the year ahead. 

You'll find opinions about food 
prices, the gas shortage, the outlook 
for business people in Burnt Pine, the 
big program of building and roads 
that the Works Department has plan¬ 
ned - and a lot more. 

Some of the main events of 1976 
can't be seen at all clearly yet. 

In a month or so we should see 
a Retailed and independent summary 
of the Royal Commission. It is being 
prepared by Senior Counsel Cedric 
Hampson, Q. C. to tell Sir John 
Nimmo what Mr. Hampson thinks 
the whole of the public hearings 
added up to. It will be available on 
Norfolk, and everyone here will 
have a chance to write to the Com¬ 
mission saying what he or she thinks. 

Later in the year -- September? -- 
Sir John's report should be done, and 
again Norfolk will be able to see it 
and react to it. 

We don't know who the Island's 
new Administrator will be, or even 
whether there will be a new man in 
the job. Canberra may think it’s 
best for Norfolk to carry on as it is 
until the Royal Commission recom¬ 
mendations have been considered by 
the Government, and the Island's 
future administrative set-up has been 
decided on. 

We hope you like the issue. Happy 
New Year from all at the News. 
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can start then. (Gourmet note; > there 
were eels 3| feet long and four or five 
inches in diameter left stranded when 
the dam was drained. Acting Adminis¬ 
trator Potts Buffett took one home, 
smoked it, and said it was delicious.) 

Cascade Jetty will get a new wooden 
cargo ramp, which should be kinder 
to incoming crates of cargo than the 
present concrete surfaces, by the end 
of June. 

A new lighter being built by Peter 
Swynenberg should be completed and 
in service by the end of May. Two 
other new ones will be built later, but 
this one is desperately needed. 

Road surfacing Selwyn Pine Rd. has 
just been sealed. Road base started go¬ 
ing onto "Windy Alley" on Friday, 
and it should be sealed by the end of 
the month. Then J. E. Rd. will be 
started, for completion about mid- 
June. Rooty Hill Rd. will be done 
after that. It hasn't been decided 
whether the existing roadway will be 
built up, or whether a new one built 
alongside it -- probably the latter. 

In either case, the puhutukawa trees 
Helen McCoy wrote the News about 
a couple of months ago won't be dam¬ 
aged. 

A 50, 000 gallon reservoir will be 
built sometime later in the year, 
probably across Rooty Hill Rd. from 
the. Queen Elizabeth Lookout. Nego¬ 
tiations are being held with the lease¬ 
holder of the land as to where it 
should go. It will be built well down 
into the ground, and will not mar the 
scenery. Its sole purpose will be pro¬ 
tection against fire in the Kingston- 
area historic buildings. A six inch 
main will run down to the rear of the 
Quality Row buildings, and a four- 
inch branch to each building. The 
reservoir will be built of concrete, 
about 35' x 25' x 10'. It will be 
filled by pumping water up the main 
from Kingston. 

The new Emily Bay road, which 
looks pretty raw and ugly at this 
stage, should present a lot better 
appearance by next summer. The 
road will be built up as soil becomes 
available, and then road-based and 
sealed. Forester Kik Quintal will 
then plant the surrounding area with 
trees that will stand salt. 

A new cottage w ill be built off New 
Cascade Rd. to replace the flat up 
above the Works Depot in the Old 
Military Barracks - at Australia’s ex- 

(tum to next page, please) 
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FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES THE YEAR ROUND 


AND PERHAPS THE PRICES WILL COME DOWN TOO 


THE PRICE OF fresh produce could 
actually be lower this year than last 
year -- and tomatoes, lettuce and 
other vegetables could be available 
year-round, instead of just in the peak 
growing seasons. 

This real improvement in die Island's 
standard of living is due to the efforts 
of a few commercial growers who have 
gone into business in recent years to 
meet Norfolk's market demands. 

John Ryves was one of the pioneers 
in this recent "greening" of Norfolk, 
and his Anson Bay orchards now keep 
citrus fruit on the shop counters in 
months when oranges used to be enjoy¬ 
ed only by a lucky few. 

Dave South and Ross Wiltshier have 
both established commercial vegetable 
gardens, on a scale big enough to keep 
the shops and the hotels well supplied. 
Nobbs & Ingiis have expanded their 
potato-growing operations, and Bill 
Burgess has built up a substantial com¬ 
mercial poultry farm. 

Because such entrepreneurs have put 
effort and investment into overcoming 
the problems that limit most home 
growers, they are making a real con¬ 
tribution to families who find the food 
budget stretched by inflation. 

Barring savage storms, they will 
help people on Norfolk eat better than 
ever in 1976, at realistic prices. 

According to Dave South it was only 
bad weather that pushed prices up for 
a while in 1975. 

Last summer Dave was the only 
grower able to supply tomatoes which 


were retailed at 350 a poilnd, until 
Cyclone Alison hit early in March. 

The heavy wind and rain killed the 
tomato vines, but left about 30*fc of 
the expected crop on the bush. The 
price went up to 550 a pound, allow¬ 
ing Dave to recoup some of his costs 
and stay in business, but the supply 
dwindled over the following two months. 

The day after the cyclone he re¬ 
planted, and the first of the new crop 
appeared in the markets the second 
week in June, at 550 again. 

By the end of June, as the crop 
came in. the price fell to 400 and 
then to 250. By the end of July Dave*6 
tomatoes were retailing at 100 a 
pound in 50-pound lots -- barely 
enough to make them worth picking. 

A very wet couple of months short¬ 
ened supplies again, and the price 
rose back to 400, gradually dropping 
back to 250 in a matter of weeks. 

Dave points out that ten years ago 
when he arrived on Norfolk, tomatoes 
sold for 250 a pound - if they were 
available at all. Lettuces sold for 
250 or 350 a head, and it was unhearcj 
of to find them in the shops at Christ¬ 
mas time. They averaged about one 
pound per head. 

In Spring 1975, Dave was providing 
three-pound heads to retail at 300 
each. They are still available, though 
the price currently is 400 - 500 for a ' 

1| or two-pound head. 

The sharp increases in price reflects 
the fact that until last week's rain, 

Dave was pumping 7000 gallons of water 


VEGIES NEED WATER - AND GROW¬ 
ERS LIKE DAVE SOUTH POUR IT ON 
TO KEEP THE ISLAND NOURISHED 
EVEN IF THERE’S A LONG DRY. 


a day to keep the plants irrigated. 

When produce is very short, some 
customers will buy whatever they can 
find in the shops, and not even ask the 
price. But Dave says he doesn’t think 
it's fair to go beyond a reasonable 
amount of seasonal price variation. 
"You've got to live around here, " he 
says. "I could probably work only six 
months of the year, and make more 
money than I do now, by charging 
what the traffic would bear --but 
people would say, 'Look at that rogue."" 

"I'm trying to give a fair go. Ten 
years ago Norfolk Island was always a 
place where you gave a fair go and got 
a fair go. I like things that way." 

Meanwhile prices of imported sup¬ 
plies keep rising. Lettuce seed has 
tripled in price in the recent past, and 
Dave shows a letter from Yates in New 
Zealand that says "Due to changing 
prices we are not publishing a Chemi¬ 
cal list as they are out of date almost 
before we can print them. “ 

But he thinks that the prices of le. 
tuce and tomatoes should actually be 
lower this year than last year -- un¬ 
less there's another cyclone. 

"Ten years experience is starting 
to pay off, " he observes. "I'm start¬ 
ing to get hold of it. I can have four 
crops a year now, instead of two. " 
Another boon to growers, he says, 
is a tremendous improvement in seeds, 
which can be bought in various strains 
to resist various kinds of problems. 
"Hybridisation is fantastic, " he says. 


The Wi1tshiers 1 



are catching on 


YOU MAY BUY more vegetables 
pre-packaged in plastic bags during 
1976. 

Market gardeners Ross Wiltshier and 
his wife Jo put some tomatoes in plas¬ 
tic bags last November, and were 
startled by the response of shoppers. 

Sales doubled. 

Ross says vegetables don't cost any 
more pre-packed than loose vegetables 
in most cases, and in others one or 
two cents more at most. 

Selling pre-packed vegetables is 
a much quicker, simpler and tidier 
operation for the shopkeeper, and 
this saves him time and money. 
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The consumer benefits too, Ross 
says. 

"Take the person who can't get 
in to the shops first thing," Ross said. 

"She gets what's left. If you have 
a 20 pound box of tomatoes, the 
first ones are good but the last have 
been picked over by earlier shoppers." 

Ross is also contract packaging for 
food retailers. 

Another development for 1976 will 
be a display rack for Foodlands simi¬ 
lar to the one at the Milk Bar, just as 
soon as Ross finds time to build it. 

And the Wiltshiers now have two 
cool rooms in operation, with a total 
capacity of 1250 cubic feet. 

These will be useful to spread the 
supply of fresh vegetables over the 
glut period. 

"We don't want to cut prices, or 
cut any one out," Ross explained. 

"All these guys have got to make 
a living, same as we do. " 

• The Wiltshiers arrived from New 
Zealand 3$ years ago, and started 
growing on 1$ acres. 

They now farm 10 acres. "I can't 
see us needing a bigger area next 
year," Ross said. 

One puzzling difference between 
New Zealand and Norfolk is that Nor¬ 
folk housewives don't seem interest¬ 
ed in preserving. • 


The Wiltshiers have tried for three 
years to sell tomatoes in bulk at half 
price for bottling -- at 15 cents a pound, 
ire tead of the usual 30 cents. 

"In New Zealand we sell lots and 
lots, " Ross said. 

"But here, we sell very, very few 
for home preserving. ” 

Low prices don’t sell produce on 
Norfolk, he added. 

The suggestion that vegetable prices 
have risen steeply disturbs Ross. 

He agrees that prices have risen, 
but not out of line with costs. 

And he believes prices are near 
their ceiling. 

"I feel the price of vegetables is 
high enough now, " Ross said. 

"Wages on Norfolk haven't gone up 
compared to the rise in the cost of 
living here. ” 

What rises have occurred have been 
modest enough, Ross suggests. 

Potatoes had roughly doubled in 
price since the Wiltshiers came to 
Norfolk, now retailing at about 25 
cents a pound. 

| Three years ago the price of lettuce 
was 25 cents each, rising now to 35 
cents. 

’’I think lettuce should be 50 cents, " 
Ross commented. 

Other increases noted by Ross were 
tomatoes, 25 cents to 30 cents a pound; 


and cabbage, which once sold at 25 to_ 
35 cents, now brought 35 to 40 cents 
each. 

Bananas haven't gone up at all, Ross, 
said - still 20 cents a pound in the shops. 

Rising costs for the market gardener 
were the factor behind increases. 

For instance, Ross could land a bag ; 
of fertiliser a couple of years ago for 
$7. 

This was now $16 and three tons a 
year is applied to Ross' farm. 

"We should use a lot more" Ross 
admitted "but it's just getting too dear." 


Neptune's diner 

ENTREPRENEUR RICK Swansborough 
has converted his Middlegate aquar¬ 
ium into a full-time marine restaurant, 
currently featuring Australian folk 
singer and humourist Alex Hood. 

Some months ago Rick added a 
snack restaurant area to the aquar¬ 
ium and re-named the place "Nep¬ 
tune’s Cavern". He says it has 
proved to be a far more successful 
venture than the aquarium itself, so 
he has turned the building into a 
restaurant lined with aquarium tanks 
and marine mementoes, and seating 
60. The place features steak and 
fish grills and a smorgasbord. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND ON YOUR WAY TO AUSTRALIA via PRESSURISED PROP-JET 


^FASTEST & POST FREQUENT^ 
I FLIGHTS TO AUSTRALIA I 

1 Flights Leave * 

j MONDAY 8.30am j 

^ WEDNESDAY 2pm 



SERVICE DIRECT TO BRISBANE 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LOIS) HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 


SATURDAY 8.30a« 
SUNDAY 8.30am 


DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 
ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 
PORT MACQUARIE, COFFS HARBOUR OR BRISBANE. 


ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 


Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors—Lift out this supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island, 


AOCratf TOURIST 



Many Duty-free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say "this is crazy, ” shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
•work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed — envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Bums Philp's store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and U Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for Ic. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail from the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland; 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren’t sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChesne's Store across from the 
Milk Bar. 

Traders. 

AID, INFO AND AOVICE 
FROM TOURIST BUREAU 

Thea Fyfe and Edith Adams provide 
an invaluable and impartial fountain 
of information, wailing wall and , 
booking service at the tiny Tourist 
Bureau in Burnt Pine. They are on 
hand from 9am to noon, and from 2pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
-and Friday. On Wednesday and Satur- 



TOURIST BUREAU’S MINI-OFFICE 


day the Bureau does not open in the 
afternoon, but its window is a sort of 
public notice board that visitors refer 
to at all hours. 

See Thea or Edith to book an island 
tour, a coral reef boat trip, a fishing 
excursion, a horseback ride, a barbe- 
que, an island dinner; to hire a car, 
change a booking, make future book¬ 
ings, or buy various Norfolk publicat- 
ions. 

Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
pperator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jesk Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Toutist 
Bureau; or write the News, P.O.Bo x 94. 

to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3^>m to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
If you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you'll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn't deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 


PA TON PLACE 
may be 'out of town' 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor's Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Oueen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. _ (opposite Nimpex)| 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 



14 c 

Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE'S STORE -Hospital Cornet 
(we are also the source for back issues 
^jheJNorfo^^slanOIeW^J^guJjg^ 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 

( 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


(IDCM 7 mVQ 7 Qfi om +a Q nm (Exce P l Sunda y s * when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN i UATu I • OU am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm— sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners...candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games... artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's Worth a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


Low-Priced Grog, but 
Remember Bond's Hours 

The Island’s only "bottle shop" is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
bears (about 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wine: (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bojiles, and a 
growing .rangf'of miniature 
bottles ofjexotic liqueurs. 

A branch of-the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 


A Priority N.l. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital, 

• 9.30-H.30 and 2-3Mon-f>ri 
UUU lUl • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting:* 1 - 12 ! ^ 7-8-3° 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News.P. Q.Box 94. 

Visitors Welcome at 
N.L Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Mass on Sundays at 8. 00 am and at 
9.30 am. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


That correct gentleman, 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power, King took along 24 sett las, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 

All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month). 
St. Barnabas evening prayer service 
7.30 pm Sundays. Sunday School at 
9.15 am. Rev. Colin Berriman. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Out 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement." In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday School 10 a.m., services at 
Ham and 7.30pm. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 

Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a. m., 

Pastor (from mid-Jan.) Laurie Gilmore. 





Research Makes the Difference 


<s> 



ST-5066 

TUNER 



FM section : 

■ High sensitivity and minimum interference is assured with the 
use of FETs in the front end. 

■ Solid-State Filters effectively reject an adjacent channel, pro¬ 
viding good selectivity. 

■ MPX section provides good separation and is stable against tem¬ 
perature and moisture changes thanks to its completely shielded 
coil unit. 

■ High blend switch blends the high frequency components of 
the left and right signals and cancels the noise of weak and noisy 
FM stereo signals. 

AM section : 

■ The triple tuned solid state filter transformer employed in the 
AM section precisely selects and passes intermediate frequency 
only to provide high selectivity and a good S/N ratio. 

Other features : 

■ Mode switch (STEREO/MONO). FM stereo and FM-AM function 
indicators. Normal (750mV) and High (1.5V) output terminals. 
Elegant wooden cabinet 


Inquire 
about 
a range 
of HI-FI 
tuner- 
aapllflers 


Seven authorised Norfolk dealers are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 




COMING RISE IN THE COST CF POULTRY FEED HAY 
FORCE UP THE PRICE OF ISLAND PRODUCED EGGS 


" STEADY-AS-SHE-GOES is egg- 
producer Bill Burgess' order for 1976. 

It follows a 1975 of plans that never 
came off. 

Still, prospects for the new year 
are good, Bill feels, barring the near- 
certainty of a price increase in the 
inext couple of months. 

I There is a strong rumour that die 
mills are going to increase the cost 
of poultry feed by $12 a ton in Feb¬ 
ruary._ 

The 2000 or so Burgess hens burn up 
half a ton of feed a day. 

"I haven't raised the price one 
penny despite two freight increases," 
Bill said. 

“But I won’t be able to absorb much 
more." 

own power 

The battery hens need a lot of 
light, so Bill generates his own elec¬ 
tricity, at a cost of about 9£ cents 
a unit - - a saving on the Electricity 
Undertaking's 11 cents a unit. 

Even the poultry manure contributes 
to cost savings, with market garden¬ 
ers tendering for the valuable fertil¬ 
iser every year. 

Even so, Bill’s eggs retail at $1.20 
dozen, which is more than the price 
of eggs brought in by ship. 

With few exceptions, buyers— in¬ 
cluding the hotels and guest houses -- 
are quite happy to pay this, because 
they are getting absolutely fresh eggs, 
delivered when ordered, with no fuss 
about ship breakdowns, wharf .." ikes 
or re-routing. 

egg glut 

One exception showed up late last 
year when egg imports and the spring 
egg glut coincided with an increase of 
Burgess egg production, scheduled to 
meet an expected demand. 

The demand didn't eventuate, and 
in November and December Bill 
dumped 2700 dozen eggs with de¬ 
lighted pig farmers. 

OK, he decided, this year, no 
scheduled increases. Not without 
written contracts, anyway. 

Another disappointment of 1975 was 
a plan to export to Noumea and Lord 
Howe Island. 

Noumea came unstuck because of 
stiff regulations designed to protect 
local producers. 

Lord Howe seemed safe enough and 
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the demand was there. 

Bill went ahead and ordered special 
export cartons. 

Then a letter arrived from the Lord 
Howe Administrator. 

Sorry, they could not buy eggs 
from Norfolk after all. They weren’t 
allowed to import from a foreign 
country... 

protection 

Bill reckoned the lesson to be learn¬ 
ed from these experiences was that 
•Norfolk should protect its egg pro¬ 
ducers too. 

The Primary Producers Board 
thought it was a good idea. 

But the proposal was knocked back- - 
the reason: There is no administrative 
power to restrict imports. 

"This is just not so," said Bill. "I 
can remember potatoes and onions 
coming under import controls to 
protect local farmers. ” 

So for 1976, Bill will hold pro¬ 
duction back to a steady 90 dozen 
eggs a day. 

One thing he would like to see in 
1976 (but doubts if he will) would be 
some organisation formed to co-ordin¬ 
ate marketing. 

Regularly, Bill says, people come 
to him and ask: How do you sell your 
eggs? We can't sell ours. 

The answer is continuity of supply, 
which you don't get from free-run¬ 
ning birds. 

Most birds lay one or two clutches 
a year, and that's that. 

So Bill mulled this over and de¬ 
cided to offer to buy all good eggs 
from local producers and do the mar¬ 
keting himself, like a simplified co¬ 
operative scheme. 

Alas, there were no takers. 'But 1' 
don't want to do that,' was the in¬ 
evitable answer. 

"I want to stress this point" Bill 
said, "that I don't want them think¬ 
ing I’ve come here to cheat them out 
of their livelihood." 

started 1966 

The Burgesses started egg-producing 
in 1966. 

Since then they have experimented 
with poultry meat, but without success. 

Broilers cost $1 each to clean, using 
local labor, putting them out of com¬ 
petition with imported birds. 

All the same, the battery birds are 
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good buying when Bill sells them off 
at 75 cents each ("on the hoof") after 
they pass their laying peak. 

"Some families buy 30 at a time" 
Bill said. "They dress and put them 
in the deep freeze. " 

He replaces 100 layers a month. 
"They’re wonderfully fat birds, " 
he added. 

The Burgesses went in for ducklings 
too but again cleaning was expensive* 
"I even went in for capons at one 
time” Bill said. "They develop into 
a big bird -- and I found there was no 
market for them." 

People on Norfolk don’t like big 
fowls, he discovered. 

Just how much longer die Burgesses 
will stay in eggs is not certain. 

Last year a man appeared and an¬ 
nounced he wanted to buy the set-up; 
lock stock'and barrel. 

Bill built himself a new house across 
the valley - and the deal fell through. 

So this year the Burgesses are going 
to take it quietly, looking after es¬ 
tablished customers, and seeing what 
comes up. 

Island faniers 
need expert 
assistance 

MILK MAY MAINTAIN a stable 
price in 1976. 

That's the opinion of Esme and 
Trevor Tavener, who run a leading 
Norfolk dairy. 

Two inches of rain early in January 
is a good start and has made a big 
difference, they say. 

All the same, dairying is not yet 
Utopia on Norfolk. 

The Taveners believe the Island 
badly needs expert advice in various 
farming activities. 

For instance, right now they would 
like to discuss vitamin supplements 
for cattle with an authoritative source. 

Also on theit mind is fodder and 
control of the depredations of the 
grubs that annihilate so much of it 
about this time of year. 

"All you can do at present is sit 
down with books and try to turn your¬ 
self into a bush lawyer, ” Esme said; 

'You try by trial and error to find 
the right answers -- and that takes 
too long." 

The Taveners strongly support the 
setting up of a quarantine station on 
Norfolk, believing the staff would 
provide Norfolk farmers with the an¬ 
swers they have been seeking for gen¬ 
erations. 

The veterinarians on the station 
would be invaluable in helping care 
for animals. 

13 



NEXT SHIPS SHOULD END NORFOLK 6AS FAMINE, 
AND THERE ARE NO PRICE INCREASES IN SIGHT 


THE SHORTAGE of bottled gas on 
Norfolk should come to an end over 
the next two weeks. 

And, according to Howard Pitcher, 
whose Norfolk Island Gas and Techni¬ 
cal Service is now the only supplier 
on the Island, there is no sign of any 
impending price increase from Shell. 

Further increases in ocean freight 
rates would have to be added to the 
local cost of cylinders of gas, how¬ 
ever - - and freight accounts for over 
half of the current delivered price 
for a 100-pound cylinder. 

The Port de France, due at Norfolk 
today, should be carrying 360 cylin¬ 
ders of gas, and there should be a 
further substantial shipment on the lie 
de Lumiere, due later this month. 

164 more 

Taken together, the two shipments 
will put an additional 164 cylinders 
into the Norfolk gas supply system. 

"Recurring shortages have gone on 
longer than people's patience, " Howard 
told the News last week. ”1 wrote to 
Shell saying 1 felt they had to make 
arrangements for shipping irregularities, 
and they've come to the party." 

Howard said that to his knowledge, 
no one on the Island was actually 
without gas, but he has been unable to 
supply full cylinders to customers for 
some weeks. Down to the last two 
cylinders, he has been decanting ten- 
pound lots of gas from them to tide 
people over for the time being. 

(Meg Pitcher chimed into the inter¬ 
view at that point, saying "We are 
the first to run out. If we have any, 
the customers get it.") 

’frustrating 1 

"It's pretty frustrating if you're in 
business to supply a commodity, and 
people want it and need it, and you 
have to turn them down, ” Howard says. 
"That's not very good business, is it? 
Everybody rushes around and buys an 
electric frying pan." 

The year-end shortage came from 
a combination of events. 

Last winter the tourist trade scarce¬ 
ly slowed down. Usually there have 
been slack periods, when gas supply 
could get comfortably ahead of imme¬ 
diate demand, but in 1975 Howard's 
experience was that most places kept 
going full bore, and demanded a con¬ 
stant supply of gas. 
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Later in the year supplies from the 
only competitive dealer on.the Island 
dwindled, and its customers began 
turning to NIG&TS for gas. 

Supplies were starting to get thin 
all over the Island when the last voy¬ 
age of the lie de Lumiere arrived -- 
with a big gas consignment left on 
the wharves in Australia. 

not simple 

Residents ask why NIG&TS doesn't 
invest in a larger supply of cylinders 
in order to meet heavy demand periods. 
Howard says the situation isn't that 
simple: 

. - The cylinders are owned by the 
oil company. All Australian com¬ 
panies have been under severe pressure 
the past year to keep their new capi¬ 
tal spending to the lowest possible 
level, because money is extremely 
short. To bring it to specifics, this 
means that when John Murphy, man¬ 
ager of the Mortlake Refihery (where 
Norfolk bottled gas comes from) re¬ 
quests approval to buy new cylinders 
at $60 each, he probably is allowed 
to buy only enough to replace one 
that has had to be scrapped. 

own pool 

- Norfolk has its own pool of anoui 
1500 cylinders, in which Shell has in¬ 
vested about $90, 000. There are no 
stocks on hand at Mortlake. An empty 
cylinder is picked up from a Norfolk 
home, shipped by sea to Mortlake, 
filled almost immediately, and shipped 
back to Norfolk Island. 

j - Frequency and regularity of shipping 
are what determines whether the Island 
has an adequate supply of cylinders. At 
any one time there are perhaps 200 
cylinders.in transit. If there are 20 
Ship arrivals in a year, that means the 
Island could get-4000 cylinders of gas 
in the year. If there are ten ship arri¬ 
vals, the Island gets only 2000 full cyl¬ 
inders in the year. 

- To keep its costs down, in order to 
sell at competitive prices and still earn 
a profit, the oil company orders its re¬ 
fineries and depots to get by on the 
minimum investment that is necessary 
to provide an acceptable level of ser¬ 
vice. When a Norfolk shipment misses 
the boat, what is normally a "reason¬ 
able" supply of cylinders for the Island 
becomes inadequate., 

. - Norfolk isn't big enough to war¬ 
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rant a bulk storage and decanting sta¬ 
tion, which could be filled up by a 
tanker once a year. With a population 
of 10, 000 people, such a station is a 
practical proposition, but Norfolk will 
probably have to rely on cylinders, 
and accept their heavy back -an d*- 
forth freight costs, for the indefinite 
future. 

» And from time to time there will 
probably be periods of short supply. 

"It bugs me, " Howard says. "Out¬ 
wardly, when you're not providing 
the service people expect, you seem 
terribly inefficient. My job is easier 
if I can supply on demand, instead of 
having peaks and hollows. 

"It's a pretty nice kind of work, 
when you can give people what they 
want, and go stooging around out to 
Anson Bay or Collins Head. " 

He is reluctant to divulge exact 
figures, but says the business is far 
from a gold mine. "I'm not grizzling 
about our return, " he says, "but it's 
not out of this world. There are other 
people doing a lot better out of the 
same outlay.'' 

(A 'guesstimate' by the News is as 
foUows: to Shell for gas, $9, and for 
cylinder replacement and return on in¬ 
vestment, $6; shipping cost including 
cartage at both ends and lighterage at 
Norfolk - all twice, for the return trip, 
$25; leaving N.I. Gas & Tech perhaps an 
average of about $4 a bottle for de¬ 
livering and connecting, running the 
business, covering bad debts (Howard 
says "people shoot through with monot¬ 
onous regularity”) and financing the 
operation, almost all of which is sales 
on credit.) 


Electronics Club 

THE ELECTRONICS and Hobbies 
Club, which was most successfully 
launched last year, starts its educa¬ 
tional sessions again on Wednesday 
January 21st in the school science 
1 room. 

Marty Griffin, the mentor of the 
group, has developed a new and im¬ 
proved introductory course of about 
twenty lessons, based on an Electron¬ 
ics Australia publication. 

Anyone is welcome to .join the 
group. Fees are only $5 for adults 
and $2. 50 for Upper Primary and old¬ 
er school youngsters -- plus $3 for 
the book, and some expenses in buy¬ 
ing a few small tools and some sup¬ 
plies. Several women were in the 
1975 group and liked it. 

Marty can provide full information, 
but you should sign up by January 
28th at the latest. Ring him at the 
OTC (2012) or at home (2061). 
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gaimEwzeaLano 

flights depart 
11.45am 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Saturday 

to AUCKLAND 

where connecting 
flights are 
available 
to other N 2. 
destinations 

and 

daily DC10 flights 
to Los Angeles 
with connections 
to London 

consult 

Bums 

Philp 

Travel 
at Burnt Pine 
gairnEUJZEaLanD 


Attention Builders 

Tenders are called for extensions to 
the N. I. Bowling Club House. Plans 
and full particulars can be obtained 
from the Secretary Eric hunter Box 
391 or phone 2089. 

Tenders to be submitted in writing 
close on 18th January, 1976. 

Lowest Tender not necessarily accepted. 

Positions open 
at Myee Limited 

Myee Limited requires tor perman¬ 
ent senior appointment two top¬ 
flight secretaries. In both these posi - 
tions a flair for independent motiva¬ 
tion so as to work without supervision 
is essential. 

The first appointment is as a secre¬ 
tary to Mr. N. H. McIntyre. Appli¬ 
cants for this position should have had 
experience as a legal secretary in a 
senior position, although the legal 
secretarial duties will be more towards 
finance and company matters. 

The second appointment is as a sec¬ 
retary to Mr. W.J. Lackey. Appli¬ 
cants for this position shoul'd have had 
experience as a responsible secretary 
in an accountant's practice or in a 
law firm specialising in company and 
tax matters. 

Both these appointments require per¬ 
sons with ability above the average. 

It is expected that an appointment 
will also be made as a book-keeping 
machinist/typist. Applicants for this 
position should also have general know¬ 
ledge of book-keeping and profession¬ 
al office procedures. 

McIntyres, solicitors, wish to appoint 
a further stenographer. Applicants 
should be competent in their field and 
also be interested in' general office 
procedures. 

Applications for all positions should 
be in writing addressed to C/- P.O. 

Box 92, Norfolk Island and include full 
details of qualifications and experience. 
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South Pacific. 
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The liveliest and 
most enjoyable night 
on Norfolk 

— at a bargain 
price! 

Famous Australian 
folkstnger and 
humourist 

ALEX 

HOOD 

entertains every 
night but Fridays 
at the Island's 
only aquarium - 
restaurant 


N E P T U N E ! S 


CAVERN 
at Middlegate 


FINE FOOD AND GOOD 
ENTERTAINMENT WITH 
THE MARINE LIFE OF 
NORFOLK ISLAND ALL 
AROUND YOU 


Steak and fish grill 
and smorgasbord from 
7.30 pm - we are 
open to take bookings 
from 2 pm. 













Business &# ommerce 


ISLAND'S BUSINESSMEN 
(AND WOMEN) THINK '76 
WILL BE A GOOD YEAR 

A GOOD BUSINESS year -- that's 
how most Burnt Pine merchants see 
1976. Here's what some of them told 
the News: 

Roger Newman, manager of the new¬ 
ly-renamed International Duty Free: 
"Our new name will be helping us. 
Tourists used to assume we had only 
sporting goods, and they would call 
in on their last day and be astonished 
by the range we carry. 

"While the outlook for small port¬ 
able radios and cassettes is not very 
bright at all - they will be selling for 
under $30 in Sydney we still have 
the New Zealand market and it is grow¬ 
ing. It's not far off 50-50 now. 

"One of the critical factors is 
accommodation. We ought to have 
a community-owned hotel, with full 
facilities, to cope with larger num - 
bers of tourists. Both Qantas and Air 
New Zealand are willing to fly more 
planes, but people can't get accom¬ 
modation. ” 

Bernie Christian-Bailey, proprietor 
of Fletcher Christian Apartments: 

"As far as my place goes, 1976 should 
be every bit as good if not better than 
1975. We have nothing much in the 
way of vacancies until next June. If 
we are any indicator, business can 
expect another bumper year. " 

Keith and Judy Jarvis, proprietors 
of The Milk Bar: "Things will probab¬ 
ly go along steadily. With a change 
of government in Australia and New 
Zealand, we must look forward to 
bigger and better tilings. Money is 
still going to be tight in Australia, 
but if 1975 didn't stop Australians 
coming to Norfolk, hardly anything 
will." 

Frank Capper, shoe store propr ietor-. 
"The only thing we can hope is that 
with a stable government, things will 
keep improving. We see a tendency 
for people to buy quality rather than 
cheap stuff, even though prices seem 
high. Most quality manufacturers 
are saying they regret they have to 
charge more - but they are still pro¬ 
ducing a quality product. We have 
to get used to higher prices - people 
are getting high wages, and can 
afford them. In New Zealand, for 
example, you pay $1.23 for petrol, 
or you don’t get petrol." 
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Th elma Reynolds, proprietress of 
Max 7 *: "This will be as good a year 
as any other -- better, because of 
changes of government in New Zeal¬ 
and and Australia, if you want to look 
on the bright side. Nobody would be 
pessimistic, would they?” 

Jack Richardson, manager of Prouds: 

"The outlook is very bright. Tour¬ 
ists seem to be coming over with 
fairly good money with them. The 
main issue hangs on the decisions, 
not of the Royal Commission, but of 
the Government, and whether they’ll 
tax us. 

"Trading so far in the new year is 
excellent, though there have only 
been two weeks of it." 

Wynn Percival, proprietor of Paris 
Boutique: "We feel quite confident 
in the particular lines we have. I'd 
say this confidence is mainly engender¬ 
ed by the recent political changes, and 
the prospects for Norfolk Island now. 

"Accommodation is improving. We 
want better accommodation, and more 
of it. 

"My intention with our new shop is 
to try to set an example - make the 
place more attractive to the tourist. 

All of the shop keepers in Norfolk 
Village have been canvassed, and 
they are all keen to landscape and 
plant new trees and shrubs. The first 
step is to fence the cows out, of course. 

"1976 should be a progression from 
1975 - as good as, if not better than, 
1975." 

One note of caution was sounded by 
Bruce Cree , who built up The Milk 
Bar to a leading Island business: "Wages 
will probably have to be increased 
quite a bit. People are realising it 
costs them more to live, and employ¬ 
ers better recognise this." 

Phil Page , president of the Tourist 
Board: "The outlook for business on 
Norfolk depends to a certain extent on 
the economy in Australia and New 
Zealand. It would appear both could 
well improve in 197 6. As Norfolk 
more than maintained its share of 
tourist trade during the bleak past 12 
to 18 months, I can't honestly see any 
reason why business shouldn't increase 
this year." 

Commenting on the prospects for 
Norfolk Island Airlines, of which he is 
a director, Phil said "1975 was up to 
or exceeding expectations, and 1976 
looks even better." 

Despite a general feeling of con¬ 
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fidence that it will be a good trading 
year, tight immigration controls are 
continuing to make it difficult for 
proprietors to sell a business - or for 
owners of commercial properties to 
find new tenants. About 11 shops are 
without tenants at the moment, and 
several others are wearing "Business 
for Sale" sig ns. 

JAN SEMPLE RUNS URE L. 

KEVIN HOOPER, who was manager 
of Ure Lynam & Co., the Island's 
only two-telephone accounting firm, 
has left Norfolk for a posting on the 
mainland. The Norfolk Office is . 
being managed by Mrs. Jan Semple. 


OVER A TONNE IN DC*S 

WITH NINE Qantas flights a week, 
Australian air cargo has been flowing 
into the Island rapidly and in large 
quantities, agents Burns Philp & Co. 
report. 

In the week to Saturday, the DC-4s 
brought in 1412 Kg from Sydney. 

F-27s from Auckland carried only 
536 Kg in the week. 

An additional flight postponement 
from Auckland Saturday is expected 
to compound the difficulties some 
merchants have been having in get¬ 
ting New Zealand shipments flown in. 


Govt GztteDigst 

No. 1 8/1/76 

COUNCIL meets 14/1. General busi¬ 
ness: Nat'l Comp. Bill; Business 
names regulation; board members 
for proposed correctional service; 
vet and quarantine service on NI; 
East-West Airlines Roy. Com'n sub¬ 
mission; new administrative arrange¬ 
ments; name for Mt. Pitt park; draft 
instructions for new ordinances. 
VEHICLE INSPECTOR: Garth Menzies 
aptd. 

TRAINEE CLERK: Jeanette Buffett apptd. 
PETTY SESSIONS sits 13/1,10am 
TO BE STRUCK OFF; Belvedere Ltd. 
and Tims Holdings Ltd. 

STRUCK OFF; Matthew Holdings, 

Harris Holdings, Atters (all Ltd.) 

TO BE WOUND UP: Mini Jets lnt'1, 

Glen, Maleigh, Norlee, Lemal, 

Coonan, Dimbok Investments (all Ltd.); 
Tamoo, Teenol and Wallum (all 
Investments Ltd.) 

PROBATE OF WILL of Percy William 
Quintal to be granted to D. B. Lusk, 
sole executor; creditors claims to him. 
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DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprtotor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 


p.O. BOX 220 ■ NORFOLK. ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC ■ 2899 


I Mighty worker with forward control 
I design allows maximum visibility and 

• small turning circle for easy 

• parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
| load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
I large side-opening sliding 
| door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
I load with a minimum of 
| effort. Four-wheel independent 
I suspension too. 


THE y 2 TON 


I Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard § 
| working pick-up that's great to drive n 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. , 

I Why spend more? 


j THE BIG TON 

| Here's power, reliability 

I and performance. 

Here’s 94 BHP from 
| Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
■ overhead cam engine 
J in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray 
| container van. All-syncl 
■ 4-speed gearbox, massi 
J section frame. Cab and 
I * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
I on all three vehicles. 




SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on , 



feADIO NORFOLK — Jan 12-18 vl- 2 -m 
NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World J Local: 8.30 Wbrld S 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World S Local 


MONDAY 
.7.00 Music (Toon) 

0.15 Music Round- 
( about (David) 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Peuila Part 12 

10.45 Morn, serial 
11.00 Morning Concert 

11.30 Guest of Honour 
. 12.00 Local News 
12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
}. 00 News Radio Aust. 

' TUESDAY 
7. 00 Music (Paul) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 

■ 10. 00 Local News 
j 10. 05 Memory Lane 
i 10.45 Morning Serial 
I 11.15 Great'Romances 
. 12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1.00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

. 7. 00 Music (Roger) 

9.15 Arts Magazine 

i 9.30 Melody Time (Pat) 
10. 00 Local News 
10.05 Battle Inspector West 

10.45 Morning Serial 


10. 00 Requests 
12. 00 News 
10.00 News 
Evening (Sylvia) 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
6. 05 Goons 
6.40 World of Books 
Bookworm Re¬ 
porting 

7.00 Battle for Inspec¬ 
tor West 

7.45 ABC Scope 
8.30 The Great 

Romances 
9.00 Close 
THURSDAY 
7. 00 Music < Toonc 

9.15 Scope (Sylvia) 

10. 00 News 

10.05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 

10.45 Hospital Prog. 
Morning Serial 

12. 00 Local News 
12.05 Intern' 1 Call 
1.00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 ,Music (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 


1C. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 


12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

10. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

10* 30 Star Interview 

II. 00 Top of the Pops 

Local News 
• 12. 05 Requests 
1. 00 World News 
SUNDAY 


3.00 Music (David) 

5.00 Paul 

5.30 World News 

6.45 Story Time (Ivan) 

7. 00 Story for Older 

Children 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 Rameau & French 

Opera 

8.15 Play: Hedda Gabler 

Ibsen 

9.15 Music 


by 


Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS. BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY +, 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND>' 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 
ISLAND 
STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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SIC TRANSIT GLORIA MUNDI. 

"It (the harpsichord) ended its days 
miserably, transformed into desks, 
dressing tables or linen-chests; or 
thanks to the paintings of Boucher, 
Teniers or Van Loo that decorated the 
lid, it was relegated to gathering dust 
in museums, subject to the scorn of 
gapers who understood nothing of its 
elegance, nobility and splendour" 
(Wanda Landowska). 

My Urtext of Bach's Klavierubung 
(Keyboard Practice) Parts 2-4 is deep¬ 
ly wrinkled and impregnated with 
fine red dust, a result of close study 
and frequent journeys across the un¬ 
sealed road to St. Barnabas Chapel 
during the summer heat. My main 
concern then was with the central 
section, the so-cal led 'Organ Mass’ 
and the Four Duets. The difficulty 
of the remainder had, until recently, 
J| preserved the pages from wear and 
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the flourishing pencil (a velvet cover¬ 
ed Venetian affair which facilitates 
my far from instinctive fingering). As 
is often the case, a recently released 
recording inspired me to renew the 
involved process of exploring "Part 
Two of the Klavier Exercises, con¬ 
sisting of a Concerto after the Ital¬ 
ian taste, and an Overture in the 
French manner, for a harpsichord 
with two manuals. Composed for 
music-lovers, to delight their spirit, 
by J. S. Bach. " The orchestral style 
of Italy (particularly Vivaldi) and 
France (predominantly Lully) is ap¬ 
plied to the harpsichord in a highly 
personal manner. 

1 have mentioned in a previous note 
in connection with Domenico Scar¬ 
latti, a truly remarkable recording 
combination - Gustav Leonhardt and 
theSkowroneck harpsichord (a mod¬ 
ern copy of an original fcy Duelcken, 
Antwerp, 1745 - even the silent brass 
hinges are hand fashioned in this ab¬ 
solute instrumental re-creation). 

The full incisive tone and ambiguously 
restrained passion of interpretation per¬ 
fectly matches the music's character. 

A refined elation and delight in subtle 
emotion distinguishes this performance. 
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A VERY QUIET New Year’s Eve 
heralded in 1976. Many people went 
along to Rawson Hall to enjoy a very 
tasty barbecue tea and then dance 
afterwards to the music of a young 
group. Some of the faces I recognized 
in the band were Kim Davies, Wayne 
Irvine and Robin Smith on the drums. 
Culla Graham and Gustin Adams had 
organized the evening whilst mem¬ 
bers of the Blues Football Club were 
kept busy running the bar. About 
quarter to 12 people came from every¬ 
where to welcoir 3 in the new year 
and after midnight the dance floor 
really came alive. 

However, outside all was peace 
and quiet. Could this indicate the 
general trend throughout 197o? 1 

doubt it. One can always rely here 
on Norfolk on the clubs and organi¬ 
sations to provide a lively scene of 
entertainment. Already fund-raising 
activities have commenced. Two 
barbecues on Saturday 10th - one at 
the Bowling Club followed by a dance, 
and an old-fashioned Fish Fry at the 
Golf Club. The first of two fashion 
parades was to have been held on 
Saturday afternoon at Branka House. 
However, due to the weather, the 
Young Wives & Mothers Club organis¬ 
ing the event, decided to postpone 
the parade. The second faslii-n dis¬ 
play will be held on Wednesday even¬ 
ing, 13th January, at the South Pacif¬ 
ic Hotel in aid of the School Tour 
Fund. 

As I sit here writing this morning 
the sun is trying very hard to break 
through the mist which has shrouded 
the Island since Monday. It has 
brought with it very welcome rain 
to make the locals happy but has been 
disappointing for the tourists. Be¬ 
lieve Monday's passengers to New 
Zealand finally left on Thursday after¬ 
noon! 

Guess other households, bulging at 
the seams with visitors have had simi¬ 
lar problems with getting their wash¬ 
ing dry. Our largest bedroom looked 
like a Chinese laundry with clothes 
draped everywhere, doors and win¬ 
dows closed tight and the kerosene 
heater on full. Today I think clothes¬ 
lines all over the Island will be filled 
with clothes flapping irr the sun and . 



pleasant breeze. The sun certainly 
lifts one’s spirits, doesn’t it? 

I wonder whether people still make 
New Year resolutions and if so how 
many carry them out. My New Year 
resolution is to make the most of 
every day, otherwise, as it seemed 
in 1975, the end of the year has ar¬ 
rived before we realize, how about 
it? Why not make it a year in which 
we do all those things we've always 
intended to do but have just not got 
around to doing. 

OLWEN FORTUNE arrived on Nor¬ 
folk in 1929. She remembers the Bay, 
now known as Anson Bay circled with 
stately pines and a road wide enough 
to take a car winding down to the 
beach. She recalls one night in part¬ 
icular when there was a fall of 20" 
of rain. She was working for the 
manager of the Cable Station and his 
wife and on her way to work the follow¬ 
ing morning she discovered there had 
been a terrible landslide and the cable 
hut just above the beach had been 
washed away and so had half the cliff. 
During the day a team of men was 
hard at work felling the remaining 
trees to prevent another landslide. 

After work she went over to the site 
and started to walk down a path the 
men had made when she was called 
back, reaching the top just as an aval¬ 
anche of five trees slid straight to the 
beach narrowly missing the men work¬ 
ing below. 

Norfolk was out of touch with the 
world until one cable was mended and 
the cable ship, The Iris (later renamed 
The Recorder) was contacted. 

Olwen has given us her recipe for 
Welsh Bakecakes which sound delicious. 

2 C S. R. flour 
pinch salt 

3 oz. butter 
3 T sugar 

{ C currants 
1 egg and milk to mix 
lard for greasing 

Sieve the flour and salt into a mixing 
bowl. Add the butter and rub in the 
flour. Add sugar and currants, beat¬ 
en egg and milk to make a stiff dough. 
Turn onto floured board and roll out 
to { inch thick. Cut out and cook on 
hot griddle 'till brown. 


LIVING 



CALADIUMS ate making a lovely 
show at present, and mine are much 
admired by visitors, so that has prompt 
ed me to. deal with a few tubers and 
bulbs - they are worthwhile subjects 
for indoors this time of the year. 

Caladiums are tropical tubers but 
do very well here, so long as they 
have a moist cool root run. The arrow 
head shaped leaves come in a variety 
of pastel colours, including combina¬ 
tions of white, pink. , green, some 
transparent; the flower is a small lily, 
mostly in same colouring as leaves of 
the plant. For a short season these 
tubers are dormant, so when the leaves 
die down, reduce water, until all 
leaves are dead when do not water at 
all. Store in a cool place until they 
send up first shoots. During season 
fish tablets or similar manure is bene¬ 
ficial. When potting use a rich leaf 
mould with well rotted manure; old 
horse manure very good. 

Cyclamen is another plant with 
attractive foliage plus an abundance 
of flowers over a long period. They 
do grow quite well on N. I., with 
little care. Plant tubers in rich 
porous mixture setting the tuber so 
that the upper half is about the soil. 
Water well during flowering season 
but treat the same as Caladiums when 
dormant. If you look into the heart 
of a cyclamen tuber, you will see 
masses of buds; nearly all of these 
will grow into flowers. Set pots in 
coolest position you have, facing 
south for preference. 

Gloxinias also do well on N. I. and 
are truly a show, with such a wide 
range of colours from soft orchid pink 
and purest white through to deep 
purple. Some blooms reach 4-5 ins. 
in width, while the foliage is velvety 
and heavily veined. I have grown 
these from seed with not much trouble. 

Always water Gloxinias from the 
bottom. 

The ideal mixture is made up of 
peat moss, leaf mould, shredded bark 
or punga, and some charcoax but no 
soil . It only takes about 10 days to 
germinate seed. Once established, 
you can p ropagate, by cuttings or leaf. 
Place leafTlat on moist planter mix, 
after cutting veins, similar to Rex 
Begonia. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


1 9 


12 January 1976 




SENDER; 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 
To New Zealand 4(ty 


TO: 


■SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE- 



As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine. 



.-.FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE. 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below If you wish. 2. Fill in address pane 
3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above, and fold the address panel back along the top dotted 
4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape, and add postage stamps. 
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YOUR SHOPPING GUIDE TO 


1 


International 


DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


| | RA DI OS - - CA S SETTES 


□ lABY_ BUGGIES 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO A KAI 

FI EQ UIPMENT 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO AKAI SANYO 

□ WAT CHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


FAMOUS FOLDING TYPE 
| | FISHING G EAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| [ FIREARMS & AMMUNITION 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

□ NOVELT IES & GIFTS 


| [ APP LIA NCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

| | TYP EWRITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ SEWING & KNITTING 
MACHINES _ 

BROTHER - FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY AND STYLING 

| | SPO R TING EQUIPMENT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

| | DIVI NG G EAR 


BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

□ CIGARET T E LIG HTERS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

| | SUE DE & LEATHE R C OATS_ 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

[~~| NAVIGATION A L EQUIPM ENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 

| | BINOCULARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 
| j PHOTOGRA PHIC 

SANKYO MOVIE CAMERAS & PROJECTORS 


LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


( |CALCUL ATORS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 


I nternational DUTY FREE 


ON YOUR LEFT AS YOU ENTER BURNT PINE COMING FROM SOUTH PACIFIC + NORFOLK + PARADISE + FLETCHER 
CHRISTIAN + TROPIQUE + HILLCREST + MOKUXU.+ THE CREST + PANORAMA + ISLANDER + COLONY + CHANNERS 












THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS MARCH, 1976 


THE HJRE OF NORFOLK ISLAND .PAGE 3 

Fpf those who know and like Norfolk, the Island has a magnetic 
Attraction. We asked people what it is, and they answered. 


(COUNCIL TRANSCRIPT .PAGE 9 

This is a Council election year. Those on the electoral roll 
(and readers overseas who like die Norfolk flavour of things) 
will find something to chew on in die Councillors’ remarks 
about business names, and die ownership of Mt. Pitt reserve. 


NEW BODY WILL DECIDE HOW YOU MAY 

USE YOUR OWN LAND .PAGE 13 

A new Development Planning Board will administer die 
Island's zoning law - and members of Council will be 
barred from membership. 

SO ALL CAN ENJOY NORFOLK’S TREASURES .PAGE 15" ' 

With the Royal Commission cleared out of the old 
Officers' Quarters building, plans for a Museum are 
now moving ahead. 

SEVERAL NORFOLK ISLAND BIRD SPECIES MAY 

BEGONfe EXYWCTT^gta LOffG ~7777777 . pageib 

AN 8-PAGE LIFT OUT OF ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

FOR VISITORS , including "The Norfolk Island Calendar". PAGE 17 

APARTMENT TARIFFS OUGHT TO BE HIGHER, 

BlGGESf TRAVEL AGEdY SAYS" "T.T:": ~. PAGE 25 

An interview with the controversial Aileen Dickson 

THE WAY NORFOLK USED TO BE .PAGE 28 

First in a new series of drawings by Foxy McCoy 

NORFOLK DIARY .PAGE 29 

NORFOLK LIVING . PAGE 32 

The Ryves and their pottery; Garden notes-, a 
chat with Helen Payne; and a new feature cm 
interesting wines available at the Bond 

LETTER FROM HOME . PAGE 35 

DARS NORFOLK". PAGE 38 
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the Lure of Norfolk Island 


. THERE IS A LURE about Norfolk 
Island. 

It works a surprising change on many 
visitors: within a matter of days - - or 
sometimes hours -- they feel they 
have discovered Norfolk themselves. 
They become possessive and protect¬ 
ive about the place. Visitors who 
feel this do not regard Norfolk as 


"a holiday spot" but as something 
unique and remarkable in a confused 
world. They come back again. Some 
of them find ways to come live here. 

The lure of Norfolk is fully as strong 
for most people born here. Often they 
go overseas to learn and to build 
careers, but with few exceptions they 
feel a continuing pull to return. Many 
of them do so. 


TO BEGIN WITH, the land itself 
has great strength of character. 

When Her Majesty's surveyors set 
about dividing the Island into 50-acre 
homesteads (one for each of the famil¬ 
ies that came from Pitcairn Island), 
they were able to draw the boundaries 
so that each property had good farm¬ 
ing land and also had a section of one 
of the creeks wandering down the 
gulley-bottoms to the sea. 

They were ingenious surveyors, 
but their success also says something 
about Norfolk Island. 

New visitors today, going for their 
first drive through the Island country¬ 


side, soon round a curve in the road 
and come upon a valley so sweet, 
sheltered and gentle that they feel 
it must have been waiting for them 
all these many years. It doesn’t mat¬ 
ter which road they have started out 
on. All Norfolk roads soon lead to 
such a valley, and there are valleys 
as lovely beyond. 

The hundred or so hilltops and valleys 
-- with a few larger flat areas at the 
airport, Burnt Pine, Anson Bay way 
and Steele's Point -- mean that the 
look of the Island and the feeling of 
place keep changing as you drive. 

This makes Norfolk feel much larger 


than it is. Even people who have 
lived all their lives here will tell you 
that they do not know all of it, and 
can mention some particularly lovely 
parts of it they have not visited for 
years. 

The terrain of the Island continually 
’ rises and falls a hundred feet or so. It 
presents pleasant, mild challenges to 
people but does not dominate them. 

In die endless red outback of Australia 
or the massive mountains of New Zeal¬ 
and, new settlers felt fear at their own 
insignificance and were silent. When 
the Pitcairn settlers came to Norfolk 
the land welcomed them, and from 
those first days they have been chat¬ 
ting and gossiping about their Island 
and their mutual lives on it. 

Across the entire Island, everything 
that meets the eye is in a comfort¬ 
able, human scale. There are scarce¬ 
ly any two-storied buildings. The 
edges of die roads (those that are hard- 
surfaced) aren't kerbed or guttered -- 
they just feather off into grass at the 
edges. In large cities the world over, 
buildings speak a continual message 
to people passing on the footpath: I 
am a great deal more important than 
you are. Nothing says that on Norfolk 
Island. ^ 

Even the towering Norfolk pines -- 
which first rose here, and have become 
more widely known than Norfolk Isl¬ 
and itself -- seem to have a kinship 
with human life on the Island. When 
they ire young they have the fine, 
fragile beauty of children. As they 
grow a bit older they gain height 
and strength, their limbs take on a 
crisp regularity, and they become al¬ 
most perfect specimens of fitness. 

Then comes full maturity, and even¬ 
tually great age; they lose a branch 
here and there to a savage storm, 
they learn to live with wind and with 
gravity rather than defying them, and 
they acquire a powerful dignity and 
sweeping, weathered character. They 
don’t dominate Norfolk Islanders. They 
are parables of patience, endurance 
and benignity, and when a great one 
finally crashes in a storm we know our 




ON THE BEACH AT BUMBORAS, LOOKING OUT OVER THE ROCKS AND THE 
BREAKERS TO PHILLIP ISLAND, YOU ARE IN AN ANCIENT, PEACEFUL WORLD 
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own mortality and mourn a loss. 

Onto the Island's 15 square miles of 
volcanic soil, something over 50 
inches of rain falls each year. Because 
the earth is very porous (if you dig a 
hole on Norfolk, the soil you tamp 
back in won't fill the hole up again) 
gardens dry out quickly, and rain is 
almost always a blessing to people who 
live hef£i We know it can spoil a 
visitor's Ijoliday, at almost any unpre¬ 
dictable time of the year, and we feel 
genuine sympathy for vacationers when 
a heavy rain lasts longer than a day or 
two. But how we love to hear it gurg¬ 
ling through the downspouts and into 
the tank... what a pleasure to see the 
growing things begin to lift their heads 
again... how refreshing to know that 
there’ll be no dust, even on the most 
powdery dirt road, for a few days. 

An average home on Norfolk catches 
enough water from one inch of rain to 
supply the family's domestic needs for 
two or three weeks. Rain has an en¬ 
tirely different meaning here than it 
does on a city-dweller's head. On 
Norfolk rain is life. 

Practically anything will grow here. 
The temperature has not even approach¬ 
ed freezing for some millions of years, 
so some fruits that require a frost don't 
bear well; and we lack the massive 
rainfall needed for cocoa, rubber and 
some other tropic plants. But avocado, 
peaches, macadamia nuts, pawpaw, 
citrus fruits, flax* tobacco, olives 
and many other things grow wild; 
lantana, which is carefully nurtured 
in California as a garden shrub, pro¬ 
liferates so that it is officially a nox - 
ious weed; and any vegetable from 
the gardens of the world will grow 
well if you give it adequate water 
in dry spells and keep chasing the 
grubs off. 

Norfolk exports almost nothing. In 
the past there have been periods of a 
few years when overseas circumstances 
allowed bean seed, bananas or other 
crops to be raised here and freighted 
abroad; but in normal times the costs 
and uncertainties of ocean shipping 
have made export growing a profit¬ 
less exercise. As the number of tour¬ 
ists visiting the Island has increased 
over the past decade, market garden¬ 
ing for local tables has become prac¬ 
tical. In time to come, one might 
hope that tinned and frozen fruit and 
vegetables may become only a winter¬ 
time thing. Fresh-picked from the 
Norfolk soil, they are -- along with 
local eggs and handmade bread -- 
among the joys of life that the Island 
yields. 

At the edges of the Island, Norfolk 
in most places simply stops abruptly, 
with almost-sheer clay cliffs plunging 
200 feet or so to a rubble of basalt 
boulders washed by the South Pacific. 
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At Kingston, on the south side, hills 

slope to a flatland just above sea level, 
where there is a half-mile or so of 
fine bathing beaches enclosed by a 
coral reef; and at Anson Bay, on the 
northwest, a long but quite walkable 
path leads down to a lovely crescent 
of sand that catches a fine, gentle 
surf in a westerly wind. 

Beyond the cliff bases, beyond the 
sand, beyong the reef -- the' Pacific 
rolls all the way from South America. 
Apart from Phillip and Nepean, two 
neighbouring, almost barren and un¬ 
inhabited islands, Norfolk stands very 
much alone. It is the name-source 
for the Norfolk Ridge, which stretches 
almost 1, 000 miles under the ocean 
surface from New Zealand northwest 
to New Caledonia. The air we breathe 
is as uncontaminated as the earth 
knows. Our visitors arrive only by a 
flight of several hours or longer, or 
by a voyage of several days or longer, 
from parts of the world many people 
on Norfolk have never seen. 

maybe the reasons 
are simple.. ■ 

When you ask Norfolk people why 
they love the Island - or why they 
think others do - you tend to get one 
kind of answer from those of Pitcairn 
lineage, and another from former 
mainlanders. 

Historian Les Brown thinks the rea¬ 
sons are pretty plain. "People who 
were born here love it simply because 
it's their home," he says. "There's 
a natural desire in human beings to 
return some day to the place of their 


birth, 

"People who weren't born here like 
it for peace, for health. Once a per¬ 
son has lived in a pressurised state, 
you unwind on Norfolk and appreciate 
how good it is to unwind, and people 
like that move here because they 
would like to stay unwound. 

"It's like the old doctor many 
years ago. When a patient came in 
who was a nervous wreck, the first 
thing he recommended was a sea voy¬ 
age. If in your mind you convert 
Norfolk to a huge ship, you'll find 
it's doing the same thing that the doc¬ 
tor used to say should be done. 

"But if the population increased, 
you'd lose it, ” Les adds. "What was 
once tranquility becomes a furnace." 

Edith Adams, who has detailed, 
first-hand experience from working 
in the Tourist Bureau, says the latest 
survey shows that mainlanders like 
Norfolk for its historic interest, then 
for its scenery, and then for its re¬ 
laxing atmosphere that lets people 
get away from it all. "Shopping is 
only at best fourth on the list, " she 
says. 

She thinks mainlanders living on 
the Island either love the place, or 
don't like it but are here for particu¬ 
lar reasons. "The ones who like it 
come to get away permanently from 
the things others get away from tem¬ 
porarily by visiting here," she says. 

"A lot of them come thinking 
they'll find the pot at the end of the 
rainbow, " she feels; "they think they'll 
be able to live an idyllic existence on 
the Island -- but often they're disappoin¬ 
ted. Inflation is making it very diffi- 



THE NEW YEAR'S RACES. PICNICS, A BARBEQUE, RAFFLES, BABIES. YOU 
CAN GET A BET DOWN BUT YOU CAN’T SAY ON WHICH HORSE AND RI¬ 
DER. HALF THE PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WHO CARE ABOUT NORFOLK ARE 
THERE. THE OTHER HALF LIVE OVERSEAS, AND WISH THEY WERE THERE. 
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jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 

ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. M ETA KIEN HUIZE 


Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 





^ouncil'^ranscript 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAI$, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND-/? 


A BUSINESS NAMES registration,law, 
based on the one in Canberra, was 
approved by January Council -- but 
the debate was hot, and an affirma¬ 
tive vote was reached only through 
a "first" in Council meetings since 
the departure of Administrator E. T. 
Pic ice rd. Here's part of the debater 

Cr. McIntyre: I'm completely opposed 
to the motion, Mr. Chairman. I think 
that .the creation of H pages of new 
offenses for Norfolk Island is the last 
thing we need. I'm not aware of any 
problems such as are referred to in the 
memorandum. I’m not aware of any¬ 
body being misled by enterprises adopt- 
ing the name of well-known institutions. 
I think the intimate community of Nor¬ 
folk Island is such that people can 
deal with each other and know who 
they're dealing with, and I'm not 
aware of any problems in that respect. 

I am opposed to compulsory registra¬ 
tion, compulsory provision of further 
pieces of paper to the Registrar. I 
think it's a waste of the Registrar's 
tirrte, a waste of our money, as the 

"no scandal, fraud, 
problem abroad.." 

people responsible for advising on the 
public expenditure of Norfolk Island. 

It's more legislation, on a topic of ab¬ 
solutely no relevance. As far as I can 
see the're's no case to answer, there's 
no scandal, fraud, problem abroad in 
the community to which this would be 
an answer. This is paper for paper's 
sake and I'm completely opposed to 
the motion. 

Cr. McKenzie: First of all I should de¬ 
clare a pecuniary interest. I'm of the 
opinion that the Business Name Ordin¬ 
ance is unnecessary and not appropri¬ 
ate for Norfolk Island. The purpose of 
the proposed Ordinance is to prevent 
the use of trade names that enjoy wide 
recognition elsewhere. It has no other 
purpose -- for instance it does riot offer 
protection against unfair trade practi¬ 
ces. I don't think any member of the 
public, tourist or local, believes they 
are dealing with an international firm 
where a prominent business name is 
being used here, and I am sure no 
trader on Norfolk Island tries to give 
such an impression. Therefore, sir I 
consider that this Ordinance is not 
necessary. Sir, as I've said before, 
Ordinances for Norfolk Island should 
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be as simple as possible, and as few 
as possible. Yet here we have another 
28 pages of legal jargon, and I'm sure 
it's just going to add Jnojje cribbish to 
the ever-growing pile. ' ■ 

Cr. Blucher; I fully agree with the 
two previous Councillors that spoke on 
the subject. I supported - 1 "think it 
was Cr. Bathie's motion at the last 
Council meeting when it was deferred 
for discussion, and 1 also supported a 
registration of business names, but only 

"won’t know where 
we will be turning" 

in that sense. I think with a compli¬ 
cated Ordinance like this, Norfolk Isl¬ 
and will become so confused in its Ord¬ 
inances and complications that we won't 
know where we will be turning. The 
problem that I see that does arise at the 
present time as far as business names 
and confusion of business names is con¬ 
cerned is the fact that things that are im 
ported into the Island are sometimes 
imported under different marks, such 
as shipping marks, and air freight marks 
and such, .and even in numbers. This is 
to obviate costs iii labodrtiroe’fehd so 
forth in packaging, but all we need at 
the present time as far as I can see is a 
registrar of business names acting as 
businesses on Norfolk. Looking through 
this proposed Ordinance, I see where 
Secretaries, Directors and all sorts of 
people have to be named, their residen¬ 
tial addresses and so forth; and also in 
one of the sections it says that a person 
may on payment of a prescribed fee in¬ 
spect any document lodged under this 
Ordinance.... to my way of thinking, 

Mr. Chairman, that's part and parcel 
of a private business's private business. 

In other words, what is your private 
business should be your private bus iness, 
and no one should be able to pay any 
prescribed fee to inspect your private 
matters if you run a private business. 

"I couldn’t agree 
less..." 

Cr. Bathie: I couldn't agree less with 
what any of the other Councillors have 
said regarding that. Perhaps they haven’ 
had the instances that I've come across 
in doing this. It’s quite possible for a 
company or an: individual to be trading 
under one name, be owned by others 
than what are purported to be the own¬ 
ers of the business, and have their cargo 
and various things brought in under an¬ 
other name. Now I think that this a 
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thing to.regularise the whole set-up. 

It leaves itself open for flouting of the 
intention of other laws that we have 
here, and I thinft it%>^rnotluftg but 
add. strength to die nathe of the per¬ 
son who is dealing with a firm; and.... 
the firm being able to obtain know - 
ledge of the person who they are deal¬ 
ing with on Norfolk Island. I don't 
think there are any impositions there 
that would make it objectionable or 
in any way hard for a person to do it. 
It looks a lot of legislation -- it's a 
big field, and of course you can't 
just draft it in a couple of letters. 

We say we don't want complicated 
legislation, but at least we want 
legislation that's effective because 
we've got enough pow that when the 
matters ate brought up before the 
proper authorities, we find the law's 
inadequate. I think in a modern day? 
and age, these laws, at the time when 
we move them are adequate to meet 
- it. In 20 years' time these may be¬ 
come inefficient, too, for the pur¬ 
pose. But I’d support the motion 
that I've moved. /i* 

Cr. Smith: I think there's no harm.j,; 
T^tfilRkdt'^prbfedting the business 
people. I think Council has discussed 
this quite some time ago, on this as¬ 
pect,- and I see no harm in this legis¬ 
lation at all. 

"people, bluntly, 
being taken 
for a ride..." 

Cr. Blucher: It's only after listening 
to Cr. Bathie's comments that I find,' 

I have some other comments. With 
regard to people, bluntly, being 
taken for a- ride through business deafe, 
which are not quite regular, when¬ 
ever anyone makes a business deal 
with anyone overseas, whether it be 
Ln a foreign country or Australia, you 
establish business relationships, and 
you also establish credentials and 
credit basis, and you also establish 
who you are, what you are and who 
your banker is, and you also have 
currency control, foreign exchange 
tcontrol and so forth, so as far as any¬ 
one on Norfolk Island taking anyone 
in a foreign country down, or even in 
Australia down, it's quite beyond 
comprehension; and also, as regards 
taking someone in the Norfolk Island 
community down, 1 just can’t see 
that happening at all, because every¬ 
one knows everyone here. The only 
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problem, as I said, that I can see is' 
if a shipping mark comes in with ABC, 
it's very difficult for the Collector of 
Customs to find out who ABC is. But 
it can always be found through the 
actual shipper, and the supplier and 
manufacturer, who the supplier is, 
and it usually falls back on the ship¬ 
per to find out and notify who the 
people are... 

Cr. Smith: Regarding unmarked cases, 
I think there’s quite a stack of it in 
Customs. If memory serves me right 
fare’s quite a few articles there that 
have been there for six months or so 
without anyone claiming the goods, 
ahd 1 think this is getting a really re¬ 
gular affair now, unmarked cases com¬ 
ing in, or a few marks that no one 
knows anything about.. if we bring 
this legislation in it will do away with 
all that, and I think i t makes the cus¬ 
toms work much easier too. 

Cr. McIntyre: With respect to Cr. 
Smith, there’s nothing in this Ordin¬ 
ance which will help in any way with 
unmarked cases or with shipping marks 
that are ambiguous or simply missing, 
and this Ordinance isn't the way to 
deal with that problem, new is it in¬ 
tended to deal with that problem. 

This is an Ordinance to require regis¬ 
tration of certain information, to pro¬ 
vide penalties for non-compliance 
with the Ordinance, to require returns 
and changes of particulars to be lodged 
and fees paid, and a whole new rout¬ 
ine of administration set up. It in¬ 
volves expense to the community. It 
involves everybody sitting down and 
reading a whole lot of words which 
were designed to deal with the metrop¬ 
olis of Canberra, and have nothing 
whatsoever to do with Norfolk Island... 
Cr. Bataille: Mr. Chairman. I’m 
very reluctant with the introduction 
of any new legislation which makes it 
a bit more lengthy to deal with on 
Norfolk Island, but I' m afraid in this 
case I think it’s necessary that we 
should try and update ourselves.... 
as much as I hate to see more legis¬ 
lation introduced into Norfolk Island. 

I think -we’re developing into the 
stage where we have to have these 
modern-day protections, whether we 
like it or not. I don’t see any harm 
in the Ordinance. It may create a 
lit tle bit of extra work in the business 
people registering their names, etcet¬ 
era, but I will support the motion. 

Cr. Bathie: We’ve just got to update. 
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Look, we're not ueaiing m two-Oob 
orders today. We're dealing in big 
amounts, and we find ourselves, as 
I've found myself in the position ex¬ 
plained at the last Council meeting: 
you try to serve notice on somebody 
trading under that name, and get them 
to take it. Get somebody. "I'm not 
the owner." "I'm not. ” "No, I only 
work here. I’m not going.to accept 
it” --and that’s what happens. I 
close the debate sir, and I'll leave 
it at that. 

AT THAT POINT the ’’first” hap¬ 
pened. Acting Administrator C. I. 
Buffett had abstained from voting 
ever since he took the Council chair 
last September. This time he was 
first to vote - and his vote made 
the motion pass rather than fail. 

The transcript continues: 

Chairman: I'll put the motion. All 
in favour? The Chairman in favour, 

Cr. Bataille, Cr. Smith, Cr. Bathie. 
Against? Cr. McIntyre, Cr. McKen¬ 
zie, Cr. Blucher. The motion is 
carried. 

strong ownership 
feelings about 
Mt. Pitt Reserve 

THE AUSTRALIAN Conservation 
Foundation and some serious resi¬ 
dents here feel strongly that the Mt. 
Pitt park area should be under ex¬ 
pert Australian supervision. A drive 
to make it a National Park brought 
strong objections in January, al¬ 
though Cr. Ab Bathie battled hard 
for the A.C.F. idea. Part of the 
debate; 

Cr. Bathie: I think it would be desir¬ 
able we have it declared that it’s a 
National Park. But in proclaiming it - 
there's a difference in proclaiming it 
a National Park and naming it What 
you like. While it Is proclaimed as a 
National Park, it can be named or 
known as any name you like to put 
onto it. The name is just nothing. 

I think it has its advantages, hav¬ 
ing it a National Park, in view of 
what's contained there, if we're go¬ 
ing to carry this to the ultimate aim 
of what was in the view of Council¬ 
lors when we mooted this project, 
that it would be desirable to have 
skilled rangers, and there's provision 
for funds to be met. in Australia, for 
this type of thing. ... 

Cr. Bataille: • • • ” Well, 1 have a 
compelling reason to the contrary, 
that it should not be declared a Nation¬ 
al Park, but a nature reserve. As a 
matter of fact, the whole of the Mt. 
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.mt area is a Natun, Re a ei ve as lax as 
I'm concerned, but we’ve defined a 

certain area that is well, a park, a 
Norfolk Island park; and the reason 

"control in Norfolk" 

that I object to declaring it a Nation¬ 
al Park is that the control of the park 
can become outside of the control of 
Norfolk Island, and the community, 
and I think this is very necessary that 
the control should remain within Nor¬ 
folk Island. I’d rather call it a Future 
Reserve.. . 

Cr. McIntyre: Mr. Chairman, I com¬ 
pletely agree with the remarks of Cr. 
Bataille that the control of this park 
ought to remain on Norfolk Island. 
We've got too many parts of Norfolk 
Island under the control of other part¬ 
ies already, that relate to our own 
community. The park is something 
that relates to our own community. 

I don't mean by that that we're too 
proud to talk to them, or to be advised 
to a very large degree by them if they 
have expert information to offer. We 
offer them every co-operation, but 
this idea that we should part with con¬ 
trol, and be subject to decisions made 
in their Department, in Canberra, is 
completely unacceptable to me. .. 

Cr. Blucher: I certainly don't go along 
with the letter from the A.C.F. I be¬ 
lieve that the reserve in Mt. Pitt be¬ 
longs to Norfolk Island, and I think it 
belongs to the community and so there¬ 
fore the control of that park should be 
the responsibility of the community... 
Cr. McKenzie: My views are the 
same sentiments of the three previous 
speakers. Sir; the only thing that con¬ 
cerns me is that if we did come under 
their jurisdiction it's possible, well, 
ive say righto, you've got to allocate 
so many dollars each year to this park, 
and we possibly at times won’t be able 
to afford that sort of thing, and there¬ 
fore I cannot support it. 

Cr. Smith: I want to state, Sir, that 
1 support all Councillors on this. 
Definitely no, we shouldn't lose con¬ 
trol of our own land, and I think we've 
got the capable staff here to run it, and 
I'd like to see no interference from any 
outsiders on this. 

Cr. Bathie: In the true sense of the 
words it is not a reserve, as we would 
fposely use the term as a reserve. Now 
I don't go along with the idea that we 
pan run it ourselves. Now, if you take 
a trip around the coast, particularly 
Headstone, out towards Anson Bay, 
have a look at the pines that have cost 
a lot of money to be planted there, 

4nd look at the state they're in at the 
present time. We ask the Forestry Offi 
per to do a pretty tall order. They 
work to full capacity on what they're 
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capable of doing with the manpower at 
their disposal. Now we see pines being 
planted, in the beer crates, two things 
happen to them. First, they get choked 
out with grass, and they get stunted. 
Secondly, they get neglected when 
they're on their own, for the need to 
cut grass, which there's not manpower 
to do, and thirdly, if they do survive 
and get above the beer crate, the 
cattle lop them off. Now, we're go¬ 
ing to find ourselves in the same posi¬ 
tion with the park. We know that 
money’s scarce here. I'd look upon 
it as a gift that the Government, on 
a national basis, is prepared to do 
National Parks. I would express some 
doubt whether the present Government 
is going to be as liberal in their in¬ 
tentions for National Reserves than 
that of the previous Government, but 
still, it’s a proposition that has been 
put forward. There's no firm con¬ 
tract that’s been entered into. But 
personally myself I'd like to see the 
area proclaimed a National Park, 
and leave the naming to anything 
else. It doesn't necessarily have to 
come under the National Parks, but 
at least if we find ourselves where we 
can't do it, and it's being neglected, 
and cattle getting in again, or still in, 
we could approach them if it gets be¬ 
yond us, but at least it has been in 
intents and purposes a National Park. 
Whether we negotiate for it to come 
under the A.C.F. is a different point 
altogether, and they're two issues. 

Cr. Bataille: I see no reason why 
we can't select one of our own young 
islanders to go away and be trained 
as a forest ranger, by the A. C. F. if 
necessary, to come back and take 
over the running of this park under 
our jurisdiction, and not under the 
jurisdiction of die A.C.F. I think 
we've got to face up to die fact that 
we’ve got to spend funds on this re¬ 
serve, or whatever we're going to 
call it, but I think that we should 
probably say who of our young resi¬ 
dents that are interested in this sort 
of career, and that probably could 
go away for further training like our 
forestry officer did in his younger 
days, and seconded to the Depart¬ 
ment of Forestry. I see no reason 
why we shouldn't select some young 
Norfolk Islander who's interested in 
this and be seconded to the A.C.F. 
for training as a forest ranger... 


(Lists of suggested names tor tne 
park were then read out. A motion 
that the park be named the Norfolk 


Island Nature Reserve was passed 
with Crs. Bataille, Smith and Me 
Kenzie in favour, Crs. Blucher and 
Bathie against, and Cr. McIntyre 
abstaining.) 

TEXT OF THE A.C.F. LETTER 

THAT HAD COUNCIL WORRIED 

LETTER FROM the Australian Con¬ 
servation Foundation, 20 Oct 1975 to 
Hon. G.M. Bryant, Minister for the 
Capital Territory. 

Dear Mr. Bryant: 

You will be aware that the A.C.F., 
in its 1968 Special Publication No. 1, 
The Conservation of Norfolk Island, 
recommended the creation of a Nation¬ 
al Park on Norfolk Island, and that 
there has been gradual progress to¬ 
ward achievement of the Park. 

We understand that your Depart¬ 
ment has now expressed the view that 
the proposed park does not conform to 
the guidelines established by the Inter¬ 
national Union for the Conservation of 
Nature and Natural Resources, and is 
not therefore appropriate to be called 
a '’National'' Park. The Foundation, 
while not particularly concerned about 
the actual title, would be extremely 
concerned if it happened that adoption 
of any name other than National Park 
involved the park being managed by 
any organisation other than the Aust¬ 
ralian National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. We believe it to be funda¬ 
mentally important that the park on 
Norfolk Island should be managed by 
properly trained professional managers. 
In due course it may be practicable 
for residents to take over this manage¬ 
ment job, but quite clearly for the 
immediate future the required skills 
and experience are lacking on the Isl¬ 
and. We have raised the matter of 
the name with the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, which has expressed 
the opinion that the R.U. C.M. guide¬ 
lines are guidelines only in terms of 
size criteria, and that it would be in 
order for the park to be named a 
National Park. 

In order that the concept of proper 
management should be kept in clear 
focus, we consider that the title 
National Park should be adopted, un¬ 
less there are compelling reasons to 
the contrary. The Foundation raised 
this point in its tecent submission to 
the Royal Commission into matters re¬ 
lating to Norfolk Island. I am send¬ 
ing a copy of this letter to your col¬ 
league, the Minister for Environment, 
for his information. 

Yours sincerely, 

Geoff Mosely, 
Director. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / MARCH 1976 


12 



ZONING REGULATIONS FOR THE ISLAND ARE A LONG WAY OFF YET, BUT IT LOOKS AS 
THOUGh COUNCIL WILL LOSE A LOT OF ITS PRESENT POWER OVER NEW DEVELOPMENTS 


NEW BODY WILL DECIDE HOW YOU MAY USE YOUR OWN LAND 


A POWERFUL NEW "Development 
Planning Board" will be set up to admin¬ 
ister Norfolk's forthcoming zoning law. 

The new body will be a major force 
in the Island's development, and will 
have powers second only to those of the 
Norfolk Island Council. 

It will have the right to stop illegal 
building from going ahead. It will be 
able to order a property owner to com r 
ply with the zoning law, or order the 
owner to stop using a building for some 
particular use. If the owner fails to 
comply, the Board will have authority 
to order the building pulled down. 

Members of Council will be barred 
from sitting on the Planning Board, 
which is meant to be independent of 
Council. 

This was settled after heavy debate 
at a special Council meeting held 
February 11. The meeting was not 
gazetted or broadcast, and although 
the gallery was open no members of 
the public attended. 

The Planning Board may even have 
power to review and control the use of 
buildings built before the law comes in¬ 
to effect. This point was discussed at 
the Council meeting, with three lines 
of thought put forward. Cr. McIntyre 
said he thought it was intended that 
the Board would be able to review any 
existing buildings, and might or might 
not allow them to continue in their 
present uses. Cr. Bathie said he thought 
the idea was to wait until a non-conform¬ 
ing building became dilapidated and 
needed major repairs, and review its 
use then. Cr. McKenzie said he thought 
it was agreed that existing buildings 
would not be affected at all. 

Debate moved on to other aspects of 
the planned law without any firm de¬ 
cision on retrospectivity. The question 
may wait until the Attorney General’s 
Department in Canberra has drafted the 
complete law and returns it for Coun¬ 
cil's final consideration. 

The crux of Council's debate on the 
11th was whether the new board should 
have strong powers on its own, or 
whether Council should continue to have 
the final right of refusal on new com¬ 
mercial buildings. 

President of Committees Richard 
Bataille argued forcefully that Council 
should continue to have final approval 
right. He was supported by Cr. Bathie, 
but could not raise the numbers to carry 
the vote as he wanted it, Crs. McIntyre 
and Smith voted against Council’s mak¬ 
ing the final decision in each case. 


Crs. Blucher, McKenzie and Snell sat 
on the fence and abstained from voting 
on the issue. 

"The idea that everything should go 
through a mysterious closed session pro¬ 
cess in order to get a yes or a no, is a 
drag on the natural way people think," 
Cr. McIntyre said. 

• Cr. Bataille said he thought the cor¬ 
rect way for future development to be 
controlled was to have intending build¬ 
ers apply first to the Building Board, 
then to the new Planning Board, and 
finally to Council. 

"The concern of Council, ” Cr. Me 
Intyre argued, "is to get a set of rules 
on the books which will show what Coun¬ 
cil does mean... let us get away from 
this business of discretion, and liking 
this fellow and not liking that fellow's 
plan... I dislike the idea that we can¬ 
not say what we mean, but that we have 
to nave everyming put to us so we can 
work out what we mean. I think that's 
wrong... get away from this closed ses¬ 
sion business. Get away from these un¬ 
seen considerations. And get away 
particularly from the notion that we 


don't know what we mean until we 
hear what we say." 

As the proposed zoning law is now 
taking shape, the Planning Board would 
have authority to take a wide range of 
things into consideration in approving 
or refusing a planned building. These 
include - 

- The suitability of the site for the 
proposed use. 

- The likely effect on "existing or 
forseeable future amenities" of the 
neighborhood. 

- Health. 

- Safety. 

- Convenience. 

- The "economic and general wel¬ 
fare of the inhabitants of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and”. 

When an owner applied for perm¬ 
ission to build a new building, there 
would be public notification of the 
application, and anyone would be in¬ 
vited to lodge objections to the plan 
so that the Planning Board would be 
fully informed of any problems the 
building might create. 


Pennies’ 

OPPOSITE PROUDS 

OFFERS THE WIDEST RANGE OF SOUVENIRS 
AND NOVELTIES 


* Austrian Napery 
^Spanish Jewellery and Fans 

:fcCraig-N-Creedie Mohair Rugs 
and Kneerugs 

^Evening Handbags 

We hope 

to meet you Jennie Broad, Proprietor 






"... Paddy and Dick Cavill have already 
made, it seems to me, a distinctive cuisine 
of their own, created from the specialties 
of the island itself." 


"At the Garrison, all sorts of original 
dishes prepared from the local produce by 
Paddy Cavill... Let's hope the good and 
original thrive:" 


the • 

(jarrison 

NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 


THE "JOHNNIE WALKER COOKBOOK" : 

"... a young couple started a restaurant 
and put the finishing touch to Norfolk Island 
as a perfect holiday place... Paddy and Dick 
.... have a cocktail bar where they serve 
brilliant concoctions using the juice from the 
local fruit, and a good wine list... 

"If you’re going their way, remember their 
interesting and refreshingly localised menu." 


QANTAS "AIRWAYS" : 

"The Garrison restaurant is well worth an 
evening or two... The food is delightfully 
different with the emphasis on local products." 

'■2X1': 

"Although the island’s abundant hotels, 
motels and guest-houses often have all- 
inclusive tariffs with nicely prepared and 
often extravagant food, it would be a shame 
to forego a visit to die Garrison Restaurant." 


Beautiful Norfolk Island 

Eric Jupp and his Orchestra 


THE ONE SOUVENIR of die Island you must take back home is this 
high fidelity, stereo recording of "BEAUTIFUL NORFOLK ISLAND", 
"THE BALLAD OF BARNEY DUFFY", and two of the best-loved 
Pitcairn hymns, sung by Norfolk Islanders still. 

IT IS PRESENTED in a beautiful, full-colour 12-page brochure 
of lovely Island scenes and historic facts. It's easy to pack 
and it costs only $2.95. 

ERIC JUPP or SHIRLEY McDONALD will be delighted to autograph 
your copy personally. Mail orders a pleasure, but please add 45(8 
for handling and postage. 


our distinguished a la carte menu only on Wed through Sat.; please book-2073 




So Air can Enjoy Norfolk’s Treasures 


A NORFOLK ISLAND MUSEUfyl js. 
on the way to becoming a reality. 

It probably won’t open its doors for 
many months, but that’s because it 
takes care and planning to get a mus¬ 
eum established, if you want it to be 
a permanent thing. 

Until January (when work began on 
cleaning and cataloguing a collec¬ 
tion of historic items gathered by the 
Historical Society) most of die effort 
to create a museum went into care¬ 
ful organising and planning. 

Former Administrator E. T. Pickerd 
set the ball rolling by deciding that 
the Norfolk museum should be con¬ 
trolled by an independent board of 
trustees, with powers assigned to it by 
a new ordinance. 

It can take two.years or more for an 


ordinance to be written and made into 
law. To short-cut that long delay, Air 
Commodore Pickerd used his own author¬ 
ity to set up an "interim Museum Trust" 
and told its members to establish the 
museum. 

The initial board includes four mem¬ 
bers nominated by the Historical Socie¬ 
ty and three nominated by the Admin¬ 
istrator. They are Ab Bathie, David 
Buffett (president), Gil Hitch (secre¬ 
tary), Merval Hoare (treasurer), Ed 
Howard (vice president), Wilf Randall 
(original president) and Ray Reeves. 

A top Australian museum expert, 

Mr. H.H. G. McKern (deputy director 
of the Museum of Applied Arts and 
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Sciences in Sydney) visited Norfolk 
last year and studied the possibilities^ 

He produced a 2 6-page report of 
recommendations, and with a few 
minor amendments it has been adopt¬ 
ed by the interim Trust as the master 
plan for Norfolk's museum. 

Does the Island really warrant a 
museum? Mr. McKern says emphatic¬ 
ally yes. "The Island's geological 
nature, its flora and fauna, its long 
isolation from other land masses, and 
the history of human occupation and 
its interaction with the flora and fauna, 
are of the highest interest and import¬ 
ance, " he reported to the Special 
Minister of State in Canberra. 

The Norfolk Museum should tell 
visitors and residents about all those 
subjects, Mr. McKern strongly urged. 


Mr. McKern pointed out that pains¬ 
taking thoroughness is essential in 
order for the museum to succeed. If ■ 
you're starting a real museum, he said, 
the first thing you need to get is proper 
filing cards, and boxes to keep them 
in. 

Then (he said) you need to make 
three inventories: a set of cards des¬ 
cribing what you have now—-with full 
details on each card telling what die 
item is, where and with whose help 
you got it, how long and how wide it 
is, what it weighs, what its signifi¬ 
cance seems to be, and what number 
you've assigned to it. Then, an in¬ 
ventory of what you think you might 
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with similar derails of each itdm. Last 
an inventory of what you know of else¬ 
where that might possibly be lent to 
the museum, or perhaps even willed 
to it some day. 

At the same time (he said) you 
ought to start saving the few things you 
have now. Kingston's salt air, and 
Norfolk sunlight, and rust, are chewing 
away at them. Some have already de¬ 
teriorated beyond saving. Others will 
reach that point soon. So -- another 
recommendation -- start holding work¬ 
ing bees to wire-brush, rust-protect, 
cover up, re-paint and salvage the ex¬ 
isting collection. 

Those jobs started in January, 

Mr. McKern was a bit dubious about 
the size of the collection of articles 
worth displaying, but people who know 
Norfolk better think there may be a 
wealth of old treasures hidden away. 

They’re kept in closets for several 
reasons, apparently. One is a worry 
that if they were brought out and made 
known, Government officers might say 
"Wait on, those belong to the Crown" 
and take them away, perhaps never to 
be seen again. Long Norfolk memories 
can recall some precedent for feeling 
that way. 

One of the main objectives for the 
new museum is to organise it in a 
professional way so that people donat¬ 
ing historic items can be assured the 
items will be protected, and people 
lending items can be assured that their 
ownership will be permanently recorded. 

For example, the ancient mess-table is 
said to be from the stone quarry on 
Nepean Island . Legend says a convict 
stonecutter, worried about lack of drink¬ 
ing water, set out on it as a raft. It 
took him three days to battle his way to 
Norfolk, but he got here. A prominent 
Australian is said to have the table. 

Might it be given or lent permanently 
to a Norfolk museum? Certainly not, 
if the museum were just a bee in some¬ 
one's bonnet. But if it is a serious, 
soundly-established museum.... 

Mr. McKern reported on the small¬ 
ness of the existing collection, which 
has been locked up in the old powder 
magazine in the Admin compound at 
Kingston. "The total number, per¬ 
haps 300 objects, is not large," says 
his report. "Of these, perhaps 60 or 
70 would be worth displaying, " he 
adds. "Without extensive cleaning, 
conservation measures and/or restora¬ 
tion, scarcely any are at present in 
fit condition for public display, ” he 
concluded pointedly. 

But Ab Bathie, one of the trustees, 
has a (Afferent view. "He might well 
think our stuff is rubbishy, " says Ab, - 
"but it means something to us -- -and 
you’ 11 be surprised at what comes to 
light once we get something going." 

, .OK 13. 





MUSEUM EXPERT H.H.G. McKERN SAYS A GOOD NORFOLK MUSEUM WILL 
NEED ALL THE SPACE IN THE OLD OFFICERS QUARTERS AT KINGSTON -- 
FOR NATURAL HISTORY AND HISTORIC DISPLAYS, OFFICE SPACE, AND 
WORK SPACE FOR VISITING RESEARCHERS. BUT THE ADMIN AND THE 
JUDGE NEED MUCH OF IT NOW, SO THE MUSEUM WILL START SMALL. 



SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on t 
f Wed-Thurs-Sat-San 1 



Our object Is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
'NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
'CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
i A RT SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


SEVERAL NORFOLK ISLAND BIRO SPECIES 
HAY BECOME EXTINCT BEFORE LONG 


THIS YEAR will see the start of a 
regular bird-banding program on Nor¬ 
folk Island, and a book on island birds 
may possibly be published. 

Less happily, 1976 may be the year 
one or two more species are pronoun¬ 
ced extinct --the black-and^hite 
sparrow, the Norfolk Island owl and 
the Norfolk Island blackbird. 

Island naturalist Owen Evans will 
band migratory birds for a program 
run by the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research in Australia. Mr. 
Evans' work will help solve the puzzle 
of just where Norfolk's migratory birds 
go -- the wedgetailed mutton bird 
(also known as the shearwater and the 
ghost bird), the gannet, the sooty 
tern and the red-tailed tropic bird. 

Sporadic banding has been carried 
out over the years, sometimes by 
visiting naturalists. Late 1975 two 
C. S.I.R.O. scientists holidaying on 
Norfolk, John McKean and John Lewis, 
banded about 1000 birds. "You aver¬ 
age about one return out of every 2000 
birds banded", Mr Evans said. 

John McKean has banded mutton 
birds on Lord Howe, and they have 
been traced in the Philippines. Natur¬ 
alists in other countries report sight¬ 
ings of the bands to the C.S.l.R.O. 
and the pieces of the jig-saw are put 
together there. 

Banding is carried out at night, 
when the birds have returned to their 
nests or burrows. 

The book on Norfolk birds is planned 
by the Red Cross Auxiliary. However, 
getting good quality photographs is a 
problem, and some people feel that 
a first-rate nature photographer is 
needed here, with local residents show¬ 
ing him round. 

The Flora & Fauna Society discussed 
publishing a bird book a few years ago, 
but found they would have to order a 
printing of 100, 000 books to bring the 
price down to $1 a copy. This was too 
big a project. 

But the future is gloomy for many 
island species unless early action is 
taken to preserve them. 

The black-and-white sparrow has 


not been sighted for many years and 
the species is now missing. 

The owl is now classed as being in 
extreme danger, yet only a generation 
ago was found all over Norfolk. 

Under suspicion of killing the spec¬ 
ies off are rats, the recently intro¬ 
duced New Zealand ant and the ferral 
cat — the household puss abandoned 
by people leaving the island and left 
to fend for itself. 

The prime culprit in reducing the 
numbers of the white-headed Nor¬ 
folk Island blackbird rests with the in¬ 
troduced English blackbird. Drastic 
action taken immediately to wipe out 
the English bird or at least heavily re¬ 
duce its numbers might allow the 
island bird a chance of survival. 

At least one authority believes that 
the only chance for many endangered 
birds is for the island to build a huge 
aviary of the kind seen in many de¬ 
veloped countries -- maybe two acres 
in area -- with a full-time naturalist 
in charge. And that's not much of a 
chance. 

Other island birds with only a slim 
chance of survival unless something 
is done are the green parrot and the 
Norfolk Island starling. 

Another bird living on borrowed 
• time is the little blackwinged petrel, 
which nests on the grass slopes out at 
Duncombe Bay. The colony has been 
nearly wiped out by cats, which just 
eat the breast out of the bird. 

In fact, the cat has greatly reduced 
the numbers of all Norfolk birds, in¬ 
cluding the beautiful fairy tern , the 
robin and the fan-tail. 

If it's already too late for some 
birds, others may be saved, experts 
believe, if the Mount Pitt Reserve is 
properly looked after -- damage by 
intruding humans and cattle prevented, 
cats and rats controlled, and noxious 
introduced plants and weeds eliminated 
and replaced by plantings of native 
flora. 

This, naturalists believe, would en¬ 
able some birds to continue to live 
happily in something approaching 
their natural habitat. 


PLEASE USE ELECTRICITY SPARINGLY 


LATE IN FEBRUARY a 120KVA ge¬ 
nerator at the power house failed, 
and will need major repairs. 

Meanwhile one of the larger ge¬ 
nerators is nearing its time for peri¬ 
odic maintenance. 

If residents and visitors use power 
sparingly, the larger generator may 
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be able to operate correctly until 
the 120KVA set is back in opera- 

But if there are even moderately 
heavy demands, the big set will 
have to be shut down, .and this may 
lead to enforced power shut-offs 
in various parts of the Island. 



HOURS 


Welcome to Noffplk! 

E HOPE NORFOLK ISLAND will if you are plain, direct and ge 


WE HOPE NORFOLK ISLAND will 
please you. 

The people pf the Island have a 
plain, direct but gentle outlook on 
life. They will be glad to help you, 


gentle 
in too much of a 


SHOPPING 

FOR MOST VISITORS Norfolk's shop* 
ping is one of the highlights of a holi¬ 
day here. 

It goes far beyond the hurried and 
sterile "duty-free" shops that dot air¬ 
ports around the world. There are thrpe 
main reasons why: 

- Shopping at home can be almost a 
chore. On a holiday it can be a real 
pleasure and can provide you with lasfr 
ing reminders of your stay here. 

- The range of shopping on Norfolk 
is remarkable. If you live in Australia 
or New Zealand you'll find lovely 
things on display that are near-imposs¬ 
ible to find at home. 

- In many lines there are real bar¬ 
gains to be had. Prices 20-30*51: be¬ 
low mainland prices are common, ansi 
savings of half or more are available 
on some lines. 

- Prices are as stated -- haggling 
isn't part of Norfolk shopping. The 
ethical standards of Island merchants 
are generally excellent, and if some: 
thing you’ve bought proves deficient, 
most are happy to exchange it or retujn 
your money. Ft's worth asking in ad¬ 
vance, however, to be sure. 

Shopping hours in Burnt Pine are 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday And Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed, 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 


you a 

also -- and n 
city hurry. 

You may have your days already 
filled with plans for the time of 
your visit, but if you haven't we 
would like to offer three suggest¬ 
ions. 

Try to leam a little of ^Norfolk’s 
history, which is unique. There 
are two separate threads: one of 
the early colonial era, when the 
Island was the second British settle¬ 
ment in the Pacific; the other be¬ 
ginning with the mutiny on "The 
Bounty" and going through Pitcairn 
Island. 

Get out and see the Island, as 
many comers of it as you can. It 
is varied, charming and memor¬ 
able. 

And some of the time, use old 
means of getting places: walk, or 
ride a horse. Enjoy yourself: 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
j^mps, 1st day 
covers 



DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 


Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


V ^Q$T OFFICE : Open 8.54am-12.3Opm 
and 1.15pmv5pm weekdays only. 1 -'(Yes, 
8. 54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it's an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure times, but generally are 
4. 00pm to catch the Auckland plane 
the next morning, and 11.30am to 
catch a Sydney plane that afternoon. 
Check if timing is important. 
TELEPHONES : Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-Opm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. Transmission is by radio 
to Sydney. Quality is usually extreme¬ 
ly good. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) iOam- 
lpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
10am-lpm and 2nm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
■ Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ ; Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at-the moment. Here's 
what they told us- 

International Duty-Free: "Baby prams 
that fold up like an umbrella. At 
$16, 75 they're half the price of 
Sydney discount stores. ” 

Prouds : 'Omega watches". 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
items from China, because of our 
long-standing connection with China. " 


The Milk Bar; "Planes permitting, 
we have same-day mainland news¬ 
papers four evenings a week". 

Duncombe Bay Garage : "Casio minia¬ 
ture calculators, which are on sale at 
several different shops". 

Martin's Agencies: " Remington electric 
shavers and hot-combs" -- also retailed 
at several Island shops. 

BURNS PHILP : "'Silit' German enamell¬ 
ed cookware, from $2.70 to $21.70". 
CAMERA LINES; "The Olympus OM-1 
camera, with FI. 8 lens, at $179. 50". 
PRENTICES; "National 3-in-l stereo- 
radio-cassette-record player, under $200" 


8-Page LIFT-OUT of essential information for visitorsrkeep it with you! 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TQ WELCOME YOU TO 

I 

Here are a few of the fifany things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENfgE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 



"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


noru 7 mvc 7 on AHa 0 __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
Urtil I UATu ■ I #0U am to y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that -) 

We want to help you ipake the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper.. .personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties.,.qj*inland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




MIGRATING 

IF NORFOLK ISLAND turns out to be 
the "island paradiae” you've always been 
looking for, and you decide you'd like 
to live here, you'll find a tangled road 
ahead. 

The Island has its own Immipation 
laws, and (except for people who were 
born here and are returning) no new¬ 
comers are currently being admitted to 
live on Norfolk permanently. 

You may buy freehold property, but 
owning it doesn't entitle you to live on 
it. Buying a business doesn't mean auto¬ 
matic entry, either - particularly if the 
present owners intend to stay on the Isl¬ 
and. Australian citizenship doesn't 
mean you can stay, even though Nor¬ 
folk is a Territory governed by Austral¬ 
ia. 

These are the categories set out by law 
and current policy: 

- Permanent resident status is conferred 
by being bom here; or by action of the 
Administrator, after five years of living 
on the Island. 

- Enter -and-Remain permits: granted 

to settlers intending to remain permanent¬ 
ly, and hoping to be classed as Residents 
after five years. There is currently a 
stop-order on the issuance of any further 
such permits. 

: Temporary Entry Permits: granted to 
an individual and his family for a period 
of six months, if the person is needed to 
fill a particular job on the Island. Sub¬ 
ject to renewal every six months, and 
cancellable if the person ceases to hold 
the position he or she was admitted to 
fill. 

-Visitors' Entry Cards: good for 30 
days only. Can usually be renewed once 
for a further 30 days,, but this is not auto¬ 
matic. 

CHANNER’S 

CORNER FLATS 

P.O.Box235, Norfolk Island 

Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 

Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 


(&>(&<& 

IN BLOOM 

THERE ARE MANY lovely gardens 
on Norfolk and it is amazing what 
some people do with their gardens 
here in spite of long periods of 
very dry weather or strong winds 
or occasionally, weeks of hard 
rain. Many of the best gardens, how 
ever, are quite enclosed. The Isl¬ 
anders have always loved flowers 
and have many unusai ways of di¬ 
splaying them in their homes-putt- 
ing frangipani blossoms on a piece 
of straw from a broom or arrang¬ 
ing hibiscus on a dramatic branch 
of dried Natal Plum just to ment¬ 
ion a couple. 

This month will not be a par¬ 
ticularly good month to see flow¬ 
ering shrubs on Norfolk as we have 
had quite dry weather and many of 
them are wizzened up. However, 
Red Guava will be at their peak 
and on your walks you can inhale 
th^rich smell of the fruit which has 
ripened on the trees or bushes. Red 
Guava jelly is a favorite of island¬ 
ers and a little sliced guava with 
lemon and sugar allowed to sit in 
the fridge overnight makes a love¬ 
ly breakfast fruit full of vitamin 
C. 

On the S. E. side of Mt. Pitt and 
on Mt. Bates you will see wild lent/ 
ons growing. These island lemons 
make wonderful lemon pies and the 
Island women are expert at making 
them. 

You will see Wild Olive growing 
everywhere but no olives growing. 
There are two or three growing 
in private gardens which bear fruit 
and we have heard that the wild 
ones would if they were fertilised 
but we can't be sure. 

There are many ferns and mosses 
in the forsets of the' Mt. Pitt Reser¬ 
ve , Palm Glen, the north slope 0 f 
Mt. Bates. Now-Now Gully and 
<ome cliff faces. 

There are many creepers on the 
coastal cliffs and occasionally 
you will see a wild Clematis. 
Oleander is beautiful at this time 
of the year(white, pink and red). 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls-etc. from Peking 
SOOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 


Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 
Phone 2181 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..." on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

- When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. % 

-If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren’t allowed inside the reef. 

-When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


CHURCHES 

CATHOLIC 


Father Des Scanlon is ill, on the 
mainland, as we go to press; no 
services, until his return. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am. Pastor Laurie Gilmore. 
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The Norfolk Island 



MON 


Housie(LC)/Film(Nlk) 
Sm’b'd(SP)/Yoga(7.30P-S) 
CitizensAssn(7.45P-PH) 


1943: Selina Buffett, 
last of the original Pit¬ 
cairn settlers, died at 
87. * 


TUE 

2 R6.10/S6.50 

Com'd'nts Dinner(7.30-G) 
F ilms(PH & LC) Darts(RSL) 


1788: Lt. King & LU 
Ball first land at Dun- 
combe Bay, 


WED 


3 


R6.ll/S6. 49 


Council meeting(2P-A) 
School sailing(lP-EB) 
Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
Film(PH) Open 


^ R6.13/S6.44 

Church services 
Film, sm’b'd(7.30P-VV) 


1831: 87 Pitcairners mi¬ 
grate to Tahiti. 


Q R6.14/S6.43 

House(LC)/Yoga(7.30-S) 
Sm'b'd(SP)/Film (Nik) 

PUBLIC HOUDAY 
(in lieu of Saturday 
Mar. 6-Foundation Day) 


3 R6.15/S6.42 

Com’d'nts dinner(7.30-G) 
Films(Pds&LC)/CofE vestry 
meeting(8P-PH) 


1788: "Supply" departs 
for Sydney. 


10 R6.15/S6.41 

School sailing(lP-EB) 
Film, sm'b'd(7.30-VV) 
Film(pds)/Open night(Nlk) 

1805: Sydney Gazette 
reports "Vaccination 
has fully succeeded" at 
N.I. 


14 R6.18/S6.36 15 R6.18/S6.35 

Church services Housie(LC)/Yoga (7.30P-S) 

Film, sm’b'd(7.30-VV) Sm’b'd(SP)/Film(Nlk) 


1852: Bishop Wilson 
conducts church - 217 
in chains, 53 not 
chained. 


16 R6.19/S6. 34 O 17 R6.19/S6.33 

Com’d'nts dinner(7.30P-G) Womens bowls trophy day 

Films(Pds&LC)/Darts(8P-RSL) School sailing(lP-EB) 

Film, sm’b’d(7.30P-VV) 
Film(Pds)/Open night(Nlk) 

1788: Lt. King coll¬ 
ects flax and puts it 
to soak. 


21 R6.22/S6.28 

Church services 
Film, sm'b'd(7.30P-VV) 


22 R6.22/S6.27 23 R6.23/S6.25 24 R6.23/S6.24 

Housie(LC)/Yoga(7.30P-S) Com’d'nts dinner(7.30P-G) Meth’d’st freindship club(8P 

Sm'b’d(SP)/Film(Nlk) Films(Pds&LC)/Darts (8P-RSL) School sailing(lP-EB) 

Film, sm'b'd(7.30P-VV) 
Film(Pds)/Open night(Nlk) 

1861: Sir John Young 

becomes Governor of 1790: Maj. Ross be- 

Norfolk Island. comes Commandant. 


20 R6 - 2e / se - 19 

29 R6.27/S6.18 

30 R6.28/S6.17 

31 R6.28/S6,15 

Church services 

Pitcairn Praise service 
(7.30P-MC) 

Film, sm’b'd(7.30P-VV) 

Housie(LC)/Yoga(7. 30-S) 
Sm’b'd(SP)/Film(Nlk) 

Com'd’nts dinner(7.30P-G) 
Films(Pds&LC)/Darts(8P-RSL) 

School sailing(lP-EB) 

Film, sm'b'd(7.30P-VV) 
Film(Pds)/Open night(Nlk) 

1828: Census shows 135 
convicts on N. I. 

1829: John Adams, last 
of the Bounty mutineers, 
dies on Pitcairn. 

1914; King Georve V 
places N.I. under Com¬ 
monwealth, 

I960: "Local Govern¬ 
ment" Act proclaimed 
-- never put into effect. 


CALENDAR 


THU 

R6.12/S6.48 

Island dinner(BH)/Housie(LC) 
BBQ(SP)/Film(8P-RSL) 

Rotary(6.30P-SP)/Wives & 
mothers dinner(7.30LC) 

1834: Sydney Gazette 
says Norfolk settle¬ 
ment is "a disgrace to 

Christian government". 

FRI 

5 R6.12//S6.47 

Meth’d’st ladies aid(3P-MC) 
Womens world prayer day 
(8P-StB)/Film(8P-RSL) 

Open night(Pds) 

SAT 

6 R6.13/S6. 45 

§DA service/Gun club 
shoot(lP-SW)/Open night 
(Nlk)/Housie(8P-RSL) 

1788: King’s party of 18 
men and 6 women land 
at "Sidney Bay". 

1 1 R6..16/S6.39 

1 2 R6.17/S6.38 

1 3 R6.17/S6.37 

Island dinner(BH)/BBQ(SP) 
Film(8P-RSL)/Rotary(6.30P- 

SP) 

Paddys mkt(9a-PH)/Open 
night(pds)/Film(8(-RSL) 

SDA service/Meth'd'st Sun 
school picnic(lla)/Open 
night(Nlk)/Housie(8P-RSL) 

1843; Gov. Gipps 
arrives --first Gov¬ 
ernor to visit N. I. 


1790; "Sirius" and 
"Supply" arrive with 

277 convicts and mar¬ 
ines. 

1 0 R6.20/S6. 32 

19 R6.21/S6.30 

20 R6.21/S6.29 

Island dinner(BH)/F&C An. 

Gen. Mtg. (8P-S)/CWA(2. 30P- 
BC;/ BBQ(SP)/Film(8P-RSL) 
Rotaryfu. 30-SP) 

Open night(Pds) 

Film(8P-RSL) 

1790: "Sirius" wreck¬ 
ed on reef. 

1897: Order-in-Coun¬ 
cil gives N.I. gov¬ 
ernment to N. S. W. 

SDA service 

Open night(Nlk)/Housie(8P- 
RSL) 

2f5 R6.24/S6.23 

26 R6.25/S6.22 

27 R6.26/S6.20 

Island dinner(BH)/BBQ(SP) 
Film(8P-RSL)/Rotary(6. 30P-SP) 

Meth'd’st street stall(9a-BP) 
Paddy? Mkt(9a-PH) 

Open night(Pds)/Film(8P-RSL) 

SDA service/Open night(Nlk) 
Housie(8P-RSL) 


1790: Maj. Ross pro¬ 
claims theft from the 
store is a capital crime. 

1896: Islanders ask 

Queen Victoria not to 
annex N.I. toN.S. W. 



key 

H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

R - Sunrise 

S - Sunset 

P - PM 

a - AM 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 
BC - Bowling Club 
BCP - Bicentennial Park 
BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

L - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 
Scl - N.I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 






NORFOLK weekdays transmission starts 7 am 
RADIO Radio Australia News at 7.30,8.30,Ipn, 2pm, 3.30pm 

JLocal notices/weather at 7.40,8.40,10.00,noon,1.10pm 


VISITORS planning to buy a radio 
should buy it early and listen to our 
unique local station, VL2NI, at 
1570 on the dial. If you want news 
about Australia or NZ you won't get 
much from the Radio Australia re¬ 


lay, which is mainly a diplomatic 
house organ. Toward dark on most 
days you can begin getting quite 
good reception of mainland radio 
stations -- face the radio toward 
the station for best results. 


VL2NI ANNOUNCERS include 
Toon Buffett, Daphne Heyman, 

Beryl Lackey, Kathy LeCren, Ivan 
Milton, Sylvia Ryves, George Smith 
and Paul Towers. Ring 2137 (not 
while the announcer is talking, 
please) for requests. 


SUNDAY 

Transmission commences 
4.00 Light Music 

5.30 Radio Aust. News 
6. 00 Comedy 

6.30 Music & Story for 

Young People 

7.00 Evening Prog, includes 
Children's Story, Fea¬ 
ture, Drama. Classi¬ 
cal Music 
CLOSE - 10pm 
MONDAY 

9.15 Music Roundabout 
10.05 Beach Boys Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Concert Half Hour 
11.30 Concert Performer 

Talks with John Amis 
12.05 Light Drama Series 
CLOSE - 4pm 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Comedy Half Hour 
10. 05 Music from Shows 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Dramas of DiduMaurier 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

CLOSE - 4pm 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 Comedy 


MARCH FLIGHTS 


Ml 
T 2 
W 3 
Th 4 
F 5 
S« 

S 7 
M 8 
T 9 
W 10 
T 11 
F 12 
S 13 
S 14 
M 15 


QANTAS AIR N. Z. N. I. AIRLINES 
From To” From To From To 

Syd. Syd. AW. i.Akl. Bne. Bne. 

10.30 11.45 - 8.30 

1.35 2.35-, 10.30- 11.45 2.30* 

5.15 8.30* 

1.35 2.35 10.30 11.45 

1.35 2.35 10.30 11.45 5.30* 8.30 

4.20 5.20 10.30 11.45 5.15 8.30* 

10.30 11.45 - 8.30 


1.35 2.35 10.30 

1.35 2.35 10.30 

1.35 2.35 10.30 
4.20 5.20 10.30 

10. 30 


11.45 2.30* - 

5.15 8.30* 
11.45 - 

11.45 5.30* 8.30 
11.45 5.15 8.30* 
11.45 - 8.30 


SHIPPING 


10. 45 Morning Serial 

Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 
2. 00 (First Wed. of month 
only) N. I. Council 
Meeting. 

6. 00 pm Evening Prog. 
Pick of the week. 

Includes Comedy, Drama, 
Book Review, 'Scope'. 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of the Arts 
10.05 Drama Series 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

1.15 S.D. A. Programme 
CLOSE - 4pm 


FRIDAY 

9.15 Music Feature 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.15 Church of England Prog. 
CLOSE - 4 pm 
SATURDAY 

Transmission commences 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Pop Feature Prog. 

12. 00 & 12. 40 Local News 
lS. 05 Requests 


From To From 

Tie Syd * ? yd ’ A - k1 ' 

w 17 1.35 2.35 10.30 

T 18 - 

F 19 1. 35 2. 35 10.30 

S 20 1.35 2.35 10.30 

S 21 4.20 5.20 10.30 

M 22 - - 10.30 

T 23 

W 24 1.35 2.35 10.30 

T 25 

F 26 1.35 2.35 10.30 

S 27 1.35 2.35 10.30 

S 28 4.20 5.20 

M 29 - - 10.30 

T 30 

W 31 1.35 2.35 10.30 


To From To 
Akl. Bne. Bne. 

11.45 2.30* * 

5.15 8.30* 

11.45 * 

11. 45 5. 30* 8. 30 
11. 45 5.15 8. 30* 

11.45 - 8.30 

11.45 2.30* - 

5.15 8. 30* 

11. 45 

11. 45 5.30* 8. 30 

5.15 8. 30* 

11.45 - 8.30 

11.45 2.30* - 

* calls at Lord Howe 


BECAUSE OF THE LIMITED volume 
of cargo in and out of Norfolk, ship¬ 
ping services are subject to altera¬ 
tion of dates and voyage routes. 
Schedules shown here are approximate. 
COMPAGNIE DE CHARGEURS CALE- 
DONIENS operates a four-weekly 
cargo service from Onehunga, N. Z. 
and a four-weekly service from Sydney. 
The Company is also able to bring 
cargo from Lord Howe Island on its 
way from Sydney. Passenger berths 
are sometimes available; generally 
Norfolk Island residents are given 
priority for them. 

CCC's Norfolk agents are South Pacif¬ 
ic Shipping Co. (tel. 2018 or 2131). 

In Sydney, Hetherington Kingsbury 
(tel. 27-1671). In Auckland, Maritime 
Services Ltd. (tel. 75509). 


KARLANDER (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. 
operates the M. V. Tauloto II on a 
monthly cargo service from Sydney. 
The vessel then continues to Suva, 
Nukualofa and back to Sydney. 
Passenger berths sometimes available 
but Tongan residents are given prior¬ 
ity and usually take them. 

Karlander's agents in Norfolk are 
Martin's Agencies (tel. 2021). In 
Sydney, Karlander's office is at 19 
Pitt Street (tel. 27-6301). 
SOFRANE-UNILINES Groupement D’- 
Interet Economique operates a four¬ 
weekly cargo service, currently with 
the M. V. Oriental Surveyor, from 
Auckland and Tauronga, N. Z. The 
vessel continues from Norfolk to 
other islands, usually including New 
Caledonia and the New Hebrides. 


Sofrane's agents in Norfolk are Nor¬ 
folk Transport Services (tel. 2181). 

In N.Z. the company has its own 
office at 42 Customs Street (tel. 73279). 
MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo¬ 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES from Australia 
are $65. 50 per cubic metre or $65.50 
per tonne for general cargo, and $80.20 
per cubic metre for refrigerated cargo-- 
these rates plus a 6. 5°}c bunker surcharge. 
From New Zealand general cargo rate 
is $NZ55. 56 per cubic metre and re¬ 
frigerated cargo is $NZ74. 72 per metre. 
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OUR SIX-POINT PROGRAM FOR SER «ING NORFOLK BEST - 

4 WE HAVE SHIP? OF THE RIGHT SIZE, B }\ 1PPED WITH CARGO- 
I HANDUNG GEAR S JIT ED TO NORFOLK LIGHTERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

2 OUR CREWS RFJ L.Y CARE ABOUT TH'. CONDITION OF YOUR SHIP- 
MENT. THEY L HE TO SEE IT COME AiOARD IN GOOD ORDER, 

AND THEY LIKE TO SEE IT LEAVE THE S -IIP IN GOOD ORDER. 

3 IT IS CCC COMP V JY POLICY TO MAKE A CONTINUOUS EFFORT 
TO DOVETAIL TI l COMPLICATED PAC S\C SHIPPING SITUATION 
IN A WAY T. IAT \ ILL BRING SHIPS RE< ULARLY AND FREQUENTLY 
TO NORFOLK. 

4 OUR AGENTS V IE IN iTRUCTED TQ GIV E REAUSTIC INFORMATION 
ON LOADING, l AILI 4G AND ARRIVAL : ATES — AND OUR SYSTEM 
OF FREQUENT l TER '1ATIONAL PHONE COMMUNICATIONS HELPS 
ASSURE THIS I f ORKIATION IS KEPT C URRENT. 


5 IT IS CCC POLICY TO GIVE SERIOUS, PR» JMPT ATTENTION TO 
QUERIES. CLAIb S AND REQUESTS. 

6 AN INTERNA! C NAL TEAM OF FOUR MEE IS AT YOUR SERVICE TO 
PROVIDE EVET Y ASSISTANCE; JOHN BREK . MAN IN SYDNEY ( AT 
HETHERINGT< tN KINGSBURY - PHONE 27 1 i 71); TONY BOYLE IN 
AUCKLAND f.J MARITIME SERVICES - PHi V 'JE 76509); and GEOFF 
BENNETT (201t>; AND KEN NOBBS (2131) IN \ ORFOLK. 

You can help build better serv.i e by- 


1 MAKING CCC YOUR BASIC SHIPPING SERVICE A ND USING US 
WHEREVER PRACTIC L. MORE VOLUME MEA! 8 MORE RELIABLE 
SHIPPING SERVICE. , 

2 TELLING US WHAT YC L WANT. Wl’LL TRY O* 1 BEST TO 
PROVIDE IT. Ut 


CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISL.Vi'ID ARE ^ 

South Pacific SKipfung Compan y (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACf 3 2899 CABLES SHIPP! 4 3* NORFOLK ISLAND-TEL.201# 

IN AUSTRAU/ VI ave your supplier ring CCCs agents In 
Sydney; Hetht trin, gton Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCCs agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phot s 75509 



PRENTICES 

opp. P.O. WATCHES 

_ ■ - CITIZEN 

ITinnAl OMEGA 




GUARANTEE: N.Z. FISHER & PYKEL AUST. HACO 



APARTMENT TARIFFS O UGHT TO BE HI6HER, BIGGES T TRAVEL AGENT SAYS 
a special News Interview with the controversial Alleen Dickson 


THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL figure 
in Norfolk Island's travel industry is 
Mrs. Aileen Dickson. 

She owns and operates "the world's 
largest travel agency concentrating 
on Norfolk Island” --the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Booking Centre, on the first 
floor at 72 Pitt St., Sydney. 

Because her agency books so many 
Australians into Island accommoda¬ 
tion houses, Mrs. Dickson is a force 
almost every hotel, guest house or 
apartment operator has to reckon 
with. 

During a recent visit here -- her 
12th so far -- she consented to an 
hour-and-a-half interview with the 
News. 

Here are some of her comments 
about the island, the accommodation 
houses, and the future. 

• 

Her arrangement with the Tourist 
Bureau ended in 1966, when she 
was informed that all Norfolk book¬ 
ings were to be put through another 
agency in Sydney. "I think it was 
just wheels within wheels, ” she says 
now. "I don't think anyone on Nor¬ 
folk Island today was a moving for¬ 
ce in my getting axed." 

She felt that the Island's accom¬ 
modation houses might be willing to 
continue taking bookings from her, 
and approached them. None of 
them knocked her back. "I fought 
for survival, " she says, " and I won." 


She became interested in Norfolk 
tourism in April, 1965. She was op¬ 
erating a telephone answering ser¬ 
vice called "Sydney Information 
Service," and people interested in 
Norfolk Island frequently would ring 
it to leam more about the Island — 
which they assumed was, like Lord 
Howe, part of a Sydney electorate. 

Robert Nicolson, author of "The 
Pitcairners", was working with her 
at the time, and suggested she try 
to make some regular connection 
with the Tourist Bureau. She got in 
touch with Carl Davies, and worked 
out an arrangement to act as a Syd¬ 
ney telephone service for them at 
something just over £5 a month. 

She had been iptrigued by an art¬ 
icle in the March 1963 "Walkabout” 
magazine, and also had good friends 
-- John and Ann Woodger -- who had 
been teachers here in 1962. 

Two people now in her Sydney 
staff, Bella Cooper and Joe Adams, 


happened to have been taught by 
John Woodger. 

Other members of her staff include 
a book-keeper, Karen, and Pat 
Lutge, who used to work with the 
Tourist Bureau here. "We're a good 
team, " Mrs. Dickson says. 'There 
is no boss and slave at our place.” 


When I first came to Norfolk Island 
I was agreeably surprised. It was 
like little Eden, really. 

I was very fortunate the first day I 
came in. They had to jettison fuel, 
at least that's what I understand, 
and so we had to go around the Is¬ 
land. It was so beautiful and green - 
it was lovely. It just looked to me 
like God got a great big knife and 
cut it, made those big cliffs, and 
picked it up and put it in the mid¬ 
dle of the ocean so people couldn't 
spoil it -- so people couldn't invade 
it, and that sort of thing. It was 
just like it was its own protection, 
and too far away for anybody to be 
bothered with for that sort of act¬ 
ivity. 

Q: When you come to Norfolk on a 
trip, what are you looking for? 

A; I check to see whether there are 
any rooms or flats to spare. I'm 
shown around the accommodation 
houses by each proprietor, and see 
improvements and so forth that 
have gone on since I've been here 
previously, and see that they’re 
keeping up to — that they’re not 
neglecting places. It gives us an 
idea.of what the clients will get 
when they get here. 

It's an inspection tour. 1 meet new 
owners and proprietors. For them 
I’m a name, and to me they're just 
a name until I've met them. 

Q: Do you try to advise the prop¬ 
rietors on what you think they 
ought to do? 

A: If I am asked for opinions, I give 
them. If I feel it's necessary 
and they haven't asked, some¬ 
times I venture an opinion. I 
have to size up the situation. I 
don't like treading dangerous 
ground, but you can't avoid it 
sometimes. 

Q: Have tourists' expectations and 
preferences been changing in 
recent years? 

A; Well, private facility accomm¬ 
odation, for the Australian tour¬ 
ist, is a must. This is a way of 
life over there, we have these 


things. We have a good way of 
life. 

There is a greater demand, a swing 
toward apartments. It's quite a mix¬ 
ed bag -- so many different reasons. 

Q: Do you try to rate the various 
places? 

A: No, I don't. And it doesn't nec¬ 
essarily say that because a part¬ 
icular place is a particular price, 
that that has anything to do with 
it. Maybe it's location, or maybe 
because there's cost value in it, or 
maybe because people go into a 
place and things are there that were 
there too many years ago. 

The newer ones are getting a more 
realistic price, naturally. I'm plea¬ 
sed to see that some of the places 
that have been built longer are up¬ 
dating. I'm very pleased about that. 

0: Do you think that tariffs are low¬ 
er than they ought to be? 

A : In the flats, yes, there is room 
for improvement in the tariffs 
there. I can't see how a dollar 
a day per person is going to kill 
off a market when a $50.40 air 
fare rise doesn't kill off the same 
person. How could it? 

Q: Are there reasons you think the 
tariffs should be higher, other 
than that it means a bit more com¬ 
mission for you? 

A: No, I don't think of it that way. 

If I thought of it that way I woul¬ 
dn't even be selling flats, would 
I? 

I’m interested in selling people what 
they want, ^nd bringing back a happy 
tourist to Sydney. I do my best to 
send them here in a happy frame of 
mind, and I expect them to come back 
the same way. 

If they want to be in a flat. I’d be 
rather foolish to try to book them into 
a hotel or a guest house, wouldn't I? 

When those people come back, and 
they've enjoyed themselves, had a 
wonderful time, they talk about it. 

And -- "Where did you book?" - -this 
is good public relations, so far as I'm 
concerned! to get a happy traveller 
back, not one that's been fleeced, 
that that's not what they wanted, but 
what they had to take -- you know? 

I'm not saying that anybody does it, 
but it's quite easy to do, a thousand 
miles away, and we don’t enter into 
that practice at all. 

Q: Then why do you feel tariffs should 
be higher? 

A: Well when one is putting up a pac¬ 
kage tour, the minimum price must 
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be not less than 120% of the adver¬ 
tised ait fare. And air fares have 
gone jip, If you work it out that 
the air fare is $207.20 - plus 20% 
-- you'll find that you possibly 
couldn't book a tour out for a flat, 
or many flats, under 14 days. You 
have got to take the cost of one 
person in the flat, and they have' 
to have one other thing, other 
than accommodation and air 
fares --a choice of die tours, or 
.... you can see it in our bro¬ 
chures. So that's how it works. 
Anything that's marked "Qantas" 
can't be less than that 120% of 
the advertised air fare. 

Q: So you need the cost to be 120% 
of the air fare, in order to be 
able to get a discount on the air 
fare yourself? 

A; No, there is no discount on the 
air fare. But other agents, 1. A. 
T.A. agents, can book through 
us, and they can get 10% on the 
air fare, and I charge them 10% 
on the land content. If it's not 
a tour, they get only 8%. 

Q: So that encourages other agents 
to book through you, and that's 
the sense of it? 

A: Yes. 

"I*in pretty shrewd..." 

Q: Do you see problems ahead for 
Norfolk tourism? 

A; No problems whatsoever. I per¬ 
sonally see no problems on the 
horizon. I'm pretty shrewd, and 
if I saw any problems, believe 
me I'd be diversifying. I intend 
still to specialise. I like what 
I'm doing, I like Norfolk Island, 

I like the people here, the way 
of life, which I hope will con¬ 
tinue for a long time. It's so un¬ 
spoiled. Even the little comm¬ 
ercial centre doesn't seem to 
spoil the rest of the Island. Nor¬ 
folk Island is a most desirable 
destination. 

Q: Professor Butland, who made a 
long-term study of the Island's 
population, says the greatest 
threat facing Norfolk is too many 
tourists. Would you agree? 

A: I agree. 

Q: Do you think Norfolk is getting 
close to a level of too many tou¬ 
rists? 

A; I would say there’s room for two 
moderately-sized hotels, as a 
necessity. I don't know facts 
and figures on what's economical 
for a hotel. We don't need stor¬ 
eyed buildings, I don't think — 
it takes away from the silhouette 
of the pine trees and what else is 
around. 
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We need a hotel down at King¬ 
ston. That's a sore point. We 
need it. To take tourism away 
from there is quite unthinkable. 
National Trust or not. Those 
things were established before 
the National Trust came along. 

"Why was it allowed 
to happen?..." 

i don't want to speak against 
them, but I still think the people 
of today and tomorrow should 
not be penalised from enjoying 
that area -- not by driving down 
in a motor car or a bus and see¬ 
ing it for a couple of hours, but 
being able to enjoy it 24 hours 
in the day if they so desire. It 
seems that there is not going to 
be a hotel there for too many 
years, I'm extremely sorry. 

Q: But it seems definitely decided. 

A; I can't believe this thing could 
happen on this Island. Why? 

Why was it allowed to happen? 

I can't believe it's finished. It's 
cut and dried, but I don't bel¬ 
ieve that it's finished. I believe 
that we can all try just that little 
harder if we want to. 

It was an open and shut case right 
from the beginning that I "could nev¬ 
er write Qantas tickets", because I 
wouldn't go in I.A.T.A, I'm the only 
person in the world that writes Qantas 
tickets without (being in I.A.T.A.). 

It had never been done before. I tried 
hard enough, and I got it. 

Q: Ideally, what class of accomm¬ 
odation do you think Norfolk 
tourists would like to have? 

A: One cannot offer what the world 
thinks of as first-class accomm¬ 
odation. We can give them good 
accommodation, very good acco : 
mmodation -- but don't start clas¬ 
sing. Don't start putting stars on 
what or not, because everyone's 
taste is different, and so long as 
they have a spacious bedroom - - 
nobody likes a small bedroom -- 
cleanliness, quality floor cover¬ 
ings, drapes, a comfortable 
chair in the room, bath facilit¬ 
ies, and the usual things that go 
along with what is known as a 
modern-day hotel -- I don't 
really think there is much call 
for so-called Executive Accom¬ 
modation, here, because we 
haven't the service to go along 
with it, like room service --we 
haven’t the people here to ac¬ 
commodate people who want 
room service and one thing and 
another, just ringing the bell 
and "I want room service, I want 
drinks brought up to my room" 
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and all this sort of thing. 1 think 
that is possibly what people b-. 
ieve when you say "first class’’ 
accommodation. I don't think 
they're looking for that when 
they come to Norfolk Island at 
all. They know it's an island, 
and they know they're not go¬ 
ing to Hawaii, and people who 
come here do not want to see 
this turned into a Hawaii. I 
don't believe for another ten 
or twenty years this Island would 
be prepared to attract the "jet 
set”. 

It's not status people are after when 
they come here. Such people have 
been here one day and they say "My 
deah, theah's nothing heah at all." 

No wonder they say that. They sim¬ 
ply didn't take the time. 

I’m concerned about the air ser¬ 
vice to Norfolk Island. I honestly 
believe we’ll have Qantas with us for 
a long time. I also believe we can't 
have a better airline into this Island. 

I don't know anything about differ - 
end kinds of aircraft at all, but I 
feel sure we should have no more 
than a maximum of 90 passengers -- 
the very maximum. We haven’t the 
facilities at the airport to channel 
through in excess of that, if that. 
There aren't enough buses and taxis. 
And the more buses and taxis you put 
on, the more pine trees you are go¬ 
ing to lose because of pollution. 

"...that wonderful 
DC-4 trip..." 

I will hate to see the DC-4s go. I 
don't believe I've lost one passenger 
because of the five hour flight. 'It’s 
printed in our brochure, and we make 
certain people understand it. But we 
have had so many hundreds of people 
over the years come back and say 
"what a wonderful trip that Qantas 
trip is, in the old DC-4. ” 

Of course you can have a bumpy 
flight. That can happen anywhere in 
the world. When people come back 
and say what a rough flight they had, 

I tell diem I’m sorry, and I’m sure 
Qantas is sorry, and I’m sure the Man 
upstairs is sorry too. 

Since the flying boat to Lord Howe, 
has gone, you'd be surprised how many 
people want to take the Qantas flight. 
It's a thing now. When it was said 
the DC-4 would be ending, a lot of 
people booked to come here so they 
could have another flight before it's 
taken off. 

Q: How do you get on with the Tour¬ 
ist Board these days? 

A; If there were any hatchet, mine 
would have been buried years 
ago. Often, in this world, as one 
door closes, another one opens. 

9 fi 
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MARCH SHOULD BE a month of 
Canberra decisions affecting Norfolk 
finances. Two cut-backs have already 
been ordered. One is a $40, 000 cut in 
the budget for Kingston restoration work 
over the next four months, which made 
it necessary to lay off nine members of 
the carefully-built-up Restoration Team. 
Acting Administrator C.I. Buffett is 
trying to get this cut-back restored. 

The other Canberra order was that Ad¬ 
min staff numbers be frozen at present 
levels, with no new permanent posi¬ 
tions to be filled for the time being. 

The Department of Administrative 
Services told the News last week that 
no decisions have yet been made about 
other Norfolk costs. But they are be¬ 
ing discussed because of the new 
Australian Government’s economy 
drive, and it is expected decisions will 
be made this month, probably after 
the Minister has had a look at the Isl¬ 
and himself during his visit set for mid¬ 
month. 

Major Norfolk spending plans include 
the annual $120, 000 grant, the up¬ 
grading of the Norfolk airport to handle 
more modern aircraft, the continuation 
of Sir John Nimmo's Royal Commission 
(one unconfirmed report says he has 
been told to stop gathering information 
and get his recommendations written), 
and the continuing costs of supporting 
services such as the drafting of new Ord¬ 
inances by the Attorney General’s Depart¬ 
ment. 


WORK-INSTEAD-OF-SCHOOL on Fri¬ 
days is proving a good idea so far. 

Island employers have co-operated 
extremely well by making Friday jobs 
available. The Fourth-Formers in the 
program all seem to like it. There 
have been no complaints, and a num¬ 
ber of compliments, about the young¬ 
sters’ performance in the first four 
weeks. 

Chris Hughes, the teacher in charge 
<5f the program, says the boys are 
working with builders, with an electri 
cian, in forestry, at a garage, help¬ 
ing deliver fuel and re-fuel planes, 
doing storeman work, helping a hire- 
car operator, learning at the Trans¬ 
port Dept, shops, making concrete 
bricks, manning a timber mill, and 
helping restore Government House. 

The girls are in hairdressing, dress¬ 
making, accounting, a law office, 
a printery, the Admin, die library, 
and one of the banks. 

• 

A TEMPORARY LULL in tourist traffic 
actually resulted in there being vacant 
parking spaces in Burnt Pine for a 
couple of weeks in February. “How's 
business? It just went over a precipice, ” 
said one hire-car operator. "People 
know what's a bargain, " said one shop¬ 
keeper, "and when you price things 
right you can sell out in a couple of 
weeks. ’’ Advance accommodation 
bookings are good for March. 
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A BEAUTIFICATION program ap¬ 
proved by Council in February may 
not be entirely smooth going. New 
planting and in some cases grading 
will help improve Wordsworth Park, 
Point Hunter, Collins Head Rd. and 
the airport area - - the latter with 
aid from the Girl Guides. 

Getting a fence up to screen the 
Stockyard Rd. crushing plant may 
not be quite so easy, because Coun¬ 
cil expects Island Industries to pay 
for it. 

Excluding stock from Burnt Pine 
is even tougher. Some people may 
well agree with Roy Smith, who 
argued that cows in the shopping 
centre were an unusual tourist attrac¬ 
tion, and good lawn mowers. But . 
to exclude them Council will have 
to build cattle stops across Taylor's 
Rd. (we only have a gate at the News 
but shop-owners mightn’t think it 
would work for Taylor'S Rd.) It 
would also be necessary to devise an 
alternate cattle route by-passing 
Burnt Pine. 

Fencing off a picnic park at the 
watermill may not be just difficult; 
it may be impossible. The Common 
is established by fundamental laws, 
and carving even a little bit of it 
out is just not on, without some¬ 
thing like a special sitting of the 
House of Lords. 

Lastly, the Salt House. Council 
voted it should be fixed up as a 
refreshments kiosk for the beach 
area. But the Salt House belongs 
to Australia, and by the time the 
National Trust and the Inter-Depart¬ 
mental Committee on Restoration 
get through chewing on the idea, it 
will be a thirsty day at Emily Bay. 

• __ 

THE LEAK in Watermill Valley dam 
has been fixed at last, and the dam is 
once again a pleasant sight. Works 
Department men found the break deep 
in the dam's foundations, went at it 
with fingers crossed, and seem to have 
been spot-on in their approach to re¬ 
pairing it. m 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES had a 
closed-session meeting with Council in 
February, at which financial advisor 
Graham Hitchins and founder Charlie 
Herman spread out their plans for how 
the airline would handle the Australia- 
Norfolk run with F-28 jets, NIA has 
since formally asked Council for a 
vote of support for the airline's plans. 
Along with TAA, Ansett and East- 
West, NIA has been asked by the Royal 
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Commission to put in a clear proposal 
for handling the run. Council support 
would be a valuable plus in NIA's sub¬ 
mission. Q 

THERE IS SOME PRETTY RUGGED 
reading in the transcripts now available 
from the Supreme Court sittings in 
December. Mr. Justice Joske awarded 
$1750 damages to a resident who claim¬ 
ed she had not been fairly treated in a 
trade of land. The Judge said she 
".... was a credible witness and I have 
no difficulty in accepting her evidence. 
I found (the witness for the defendant 
company) entirely unreliable and am 
quite satisfied that he departed from 
the truth whenever he considered it 
suitable to do so... In addition to 
arranging the survey (the defendant's 
witness) not only saw to it that the 
plaintiff received approximately half 
of what she bargained to get, but he 
also saw to it that it was the poorest 
part of the defendant's land going down 
to the creek bed. and this although 
the defendant was getting choice land 
from plaintiff..." ^ 

TO HELP WITH the Medical Officer's 
heavy workload, the Administrator has 
used his authority under the Public 
Service Ordinance to authorise tempor¬ 
ary extra staff. He approved the Hos¬ 


pital Board’s selecting an assistant medi- From March 18* the honey-voiced 


cal officer to work up to 20 hours a 
week for the next three months. They 
have employed Dr. Jennifer Sexton, 
wife of *e Medical Officer, who had 
not been practicing here. 

JOHN NEWTON has come back to 
Norfolk to act as Legal Adviser until 


Ka*y LeCren will be *e new Officer. 

• 

THE ISLAND' S NIGHT LIFE sus¬ 
tained a loss when Rick Swansborough's 
"Neptune's Cavern", which operated 
briefly as a bring-your-own restaurant- 
aquarium, was ordered to shut down. 
Rick did a roaring trade for a few weeks 


the position can be permanently filled, with Australian folksinger Alex Hood 
David Rumpit filled the post intelligent- providing live entertainment along 

ly for eight months but resigned sudden- . 

ly for personal reasons. The position 


with a $4 steak or fish dinner. But 
Rick was only licensed to have a snack 


has been advertised in *e Commonweal* bar, and *ere is a limit of four licensed 


Gazette. The Institute of Criminology 
in Canberra, where John had taken a 
long-term position, has reportedly been 
closed down. His ready-made know¬ 
ledge of *e Island will be invaluable 
to the Admin and Council as vital new 
laws on zoning, immigration and o*er 
matters are shaped. 

SYLVIA RYVES has retired as Broad¬ 
casting Officer from March 17*. She 
and Steve will be able to concentrate 
on their Island Pottery (see story in 
"Living", this issue) which is expand- 


restaurants on *e Island. Rick's tem¬ 
porary entry permit also called for him 
to be operating *e aquarium. It shut 
when *e Cavern shut, and *e Admin 
has followed *e immigration ordinance 
to *e letter by telling Rick he's no long¬ 
er authorised to stay. 

THE COUNCIL CHAMBER is grad¬ 
ually being re-furbished after the 
terrible storm damage of a year ago. 
There are still some details, like ceil¬ 
ing coving, unfinished. Loyal sub¬ 
jects will be happy to know *at *e 


ing but barely able to cope wi* demand, latest step has been replacing *e por- 
Administrative Officer David Buffett . - - - - - 

says Sylvia's successor was selected 
through good, standard organisational 
practice - surveying *e existing staff 
to see if one or more was qualified. 


trait of the Royal Couple, and the 
Canberra coat-of-arms. But *is time 
Their Majesties are on top, instead of 
having *e City of Canberra crest up 
above them. 


MANY READERS HAVE MADE DOUBLE USE OF THE NEWS BY READING IT FIRST AND THEN 
SENDING IT ALONG TO FRIENDS OVERSEAS -OFTEN WRITING A NOTE IN THE PANEL WE 
USED TO PROVIDE ON THE BACK OF THE WEEKLY PAPER. YOU CAN WRITE YOUR OWN 
VERSION OF 'NORFOLK DIARY' HERE IF YOU LIKE. 





FOR THE BEST DUTY FREE PRICES ON NORFOLK 


BOUTI QUEl 

The House of Fashion ImportsT 


from Germany... 

KIO DAY AND EVENING WEAR 


from Paris... 

LANVIN FROCKS & BLOUSES 
LANCO'lVlE SKIN CARE - COSMETICS 
FIDJ1 and COURREGES PERFUMES 

from England... 

"SUSAN SMALL" 

DAY FROCKS & EVENING WEAR 
"GOR-RA Y" 

TARTAN & TWEED SKIRTS 
"DANNIMAC" RAINWEAR 
WELSH T APES TRY JACKETS 


fine china... 

ROYAL DOULTON 
ROYAL CROWN DERBY 
ROYAL WORCESTER 
MINTON 

FE-NTON AMERICAN GLASSWARE 
WADE OF IRELAND 


menswear... 

LIBERT Y TIES & CRAVATS 
(pure silk & lawn) 

ENGLISH & SCOTTISH KNITWEAR 
SWIMWEAR SETS 
CASUAL SHIRTS FROM 
ENGLAND & HAWAII 
SLACKS. BELTS. CUFF LINKS ETC. 
BUXTON WALLETS 

100$ COTTON BATIK PRINTS 


from Switzerland... 

GERRY GREEN PATIO FROCKS 
& CASUAL WEAR 
" CROYDOR" RAINWEAR 

from Finland,.. 

"MERRY FINN" COTTON CASUALS 

Polynesian Shop... 

CASUAL DAY, EVENING AND 
' SWIMWEAR FROM HAWAII 


GUY LAROCHE MEN’S AFTERSHAVE 
BALAFRE DRAKKAR 

Masterpieces from around the globe 

THE 

,.C_ 

Both shops now located TOP OF THE VILLAGE 




MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 




9 

Restaurant 


Vt the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 






Norfolk 


SYLVIA AND STEVE Ryves' life on 
Norfolk must be about as idyllic a way 
to live as is possible anywhere in the 
world. 

Their charming, spacious A-frame 
Norfolk pine home, their studio where 
they work with their clay and display 
It (much to die pleasure of visitors and 
locals), their kilns and Sylvia's private 
studio with a tremendous skylight are 
all within a stone's throw of one another 
and all mingled among honeysuckle, 
citrus trees, sugar cane, buffalo grass, 
a thriving vegetable garden and newly 
planted cocoanut palms. This enter¬ 
prising husband and wife team do a 
great deal to enhance Norfolk both for 
local residents and tourists. 

In addition to making pots Sylvia 
works a 40 hour week planning, super¬ 
vising and announcing on Norfolk's 
own radio station, VL2 NI, and Steve 

Steve moved here with his parents 
John and June Ryves 11 years ago. 

Sylvia, out from England on a work¬ 
ing holiday, 6 years ago, met him, 

MARCH 

MONTHLY 

SALE 

STARTS 8th MARCH 

AFTER STOCKTAKING 
CLEARANCE 


ALL DEPARTMENTS 




LIVING 


married him and didn't leave Nor¬ 
folk. They have since been back to 
England together to do a "Pottery 
Crawl" as Sylvia puts it. They zig¬ 
zagged England from the South to the 
North up to Scotland looking at pot¬ 
teries, unusual clays and glazes. 

Two of the fascinating potteries 
they visited were Bernard Leach's in 
St. Ives, England where there is a 
huge oil burner kiln and Michael Car- 
dew's pottery. Cardew supervised the 
building of a famous kiln at Abuja in 
Northern Nigeria which is similar to 
the one Steve and Sylvia saw in Eng¬ 
land. 

These knowledgeable potters use a 
mixture of Norfolk clay from Ball Bay 
and a stoneware clay from England. 
Norfolk's clay melts at about llOOC 
so for higher firing stoneware and 
additives help. Steve is experimen¬ 
ting with different additives, silica 


and firing techniques and has just about 
finished a huge new kiln, diesel-fired 
which will hold up to 500 pots at one 
time. The lovely work that these two 
potters do make wonderful souvenirs 
of this good island. 

Steve says Norfolk's clay is unusual. 

It is fine for low firing but tends to go 
steely when too hot. Hence mixing it 
with stoneware, silica and other addit¬ 
ives increases its heat tolerance. 

Sylvia is experimenting with glazes - - 
pine, guava, bouganvillea, avocado, 
oleander, oak and mixtures of ashes. 
They find adding ash glaze tremendous¬ 
ly exciting. There are so many possibil¬ 
ities. The Ryves use no lead glazes at 
all so rest assured anything you purchase 
will be safe to eat or drink from. 

Particularly exciting is the potential 
of lower-fired pottery which enables 
them to get bright oranges and reds. 
Eventually, they will be doing earthen- 



STEVE AND SYLVIA RYVES AND THEIR NEW KILN. JUST BEING COMPLETED 
AT ANSON BAY. IT IS EIGHT TIMES THE SIZE OF THEIR PREVIOUS ONE. 
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ware dishes tor dinner sets when their 
new kiln is in operation. We have re¬ 
cently seen some beautiful hearth tiles 
they have made for a fireplace in a 
rustic hilltop retreat and they are beaut¬ 
iful. 

"Experimentation, once you know 
the techniques of potting, is the best 
way to go on learning," says Steve. 

Both of these talented young people 
love living on Norfolk. They find the 
people here "so accepting of every¬ 
one", says Sylvia. 

To find the pottery go out to Anson 
Bay and keep on that road until you 
come to the end. Then turn left un¬ 
til you see a sign saying "Island Pot¬ 
tery" which is on the left hand side. 
Their open hours are Mon. Wed. Fri. 
afternoons from 2 to 5. 



TIME TO THINK about seeds and 
cuttings once again, if we want an 
early garden this winter or perhaps 
we should say spring and early summer, 
depending on the kind of winter weath¬ 
er we have in store for us, especially as 
the garden minded used to this unknown 
factor need be like the Scouts and be 
prepared. 

The following flower seeds may all 
be sown - stocks, pansies, violas, 
nemessia, snap dragons and of course 
most marigolds, the latter a little 
later perhaps. If you have a sunny 
position for winter flowering sweet- 
peas, they also can be started, in 
jiffy pots and set out later is quite 
a good idea, and in the meantime 
prepare site for them by deep digging 
trench and manuring with (for prefer¬ 
ence) old animal manure, compost 


or a little blood and bone. If planted 
directly where they are to be, sweet 
peas will appear to be slow in growth 
for quite some time but unless they 
look very unhealthy, don't let this 
worry you - they will suddenly start to 
climb and all is well; nature knows 
best and the little plants will flower 
accordingly. Remember a gardener is 
nature's helper only not the "boss". 

As seeds are the subject of this 
month's garden chat, those readers 
who have not had very much exper¬ 
ience of raising their own seeds, I 
will set out my own way of doing so, 
found successful over years of garden¬ 
ing here on N. I. 

(1) Choose a fairly deep box or flat 
as gardeners term such a box; I find 
not less than three inches deep is re¬ 
quired, As stated before, we are 
governed by rain etc. as to setting 
out seedlings and therefore sometimes 
have to hold seedlings in a flat for 
longer than normal; in this case die 
deeper flat is best as it gives the 
young plants more root run and allows 
good growth of fibrous roots. 

(2) Put a good layer of dried lawn 
clippings or old leaves from under 

(3) Fill flat to top with a good mix¬ 
ture for seeds, such as 2 parts soil 
(friable) and 1 coarse sand. 

(4) Wet this thoroughly and allow, 
to settle for 2 days, making sure it 
is draining well. 

(5) Plant seeds according to packet 
instructions. 

(6) Do not s ow seeds too thickly - 
better to use two flats, as too many 
seedlings lead to weak plantlets and 
damping off. 

If you use jiffy pots for seeds, and 
find they will have to be held a while, 
set them in a flat filled with sand or 
a mixture of soil and sand, and they 


can be then lifted ,oui when ready 

and the roots which have come through 
the jiffys are not burnt off or damaged. 

Sow following vegetable seeds also 
in the same manner. 

Early cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce 
and celery. Just plant half the 
packet of seed and other half a few 
weeks later - these are generally 
quite sufficient for most family 
gardens. 

Broad beans should be planted now 
but of course these are planted 
direct in the ground. It pays well 
to give these some support as the 
wind does not help these beans 
much. 

Another little chore in flower gar¬ 
dens make sure all gladiola corms 
are lifted, dried then cleaned by re¬ 
moving skins and old corm - store in 
an open container, old onion sack or 
stocking. Give a good dusting of 
Derris Dust or similar before storing. 


a Uttle fihat with 

HcIck. 

Peter, Peter, pumpkin eater 
Had a wife but could not keep her. 

Certainly he could not have kept her 
in green vegetables on Norfolk right 
now but she should have had no prob¬ 
lem providing his favourite dishes. 

Here are some things she could do. 
ARGENTINIAN PUMPKIN SOUP 
‘FONDA DEirSoT 

2i lbs. pumpkin flesh (well drained) 

1 3/4 pints chicken stock made of cubes 
1 medium onion, chopped 

(turn to next page, please) 


elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND P A1 NT IN GS . . . W EA VIN GS. . . LO VE L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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Helen’s pumpkin soup 
"fonda del sol" 

. (cont'd from page 33) 

6 spring onions (if available, if not use 
3 medium onions) 

5 tomatoes scalded and peeled 
i pint of light cream 
Salt and ground black pepper 
Whipped cream 
i level tspn salt 

1 cup cream or substitute (Carnation 

milk will do) 

2 level tblspns sugar for egg whites 

Cut pumpkin in pieces; add stock, 
onions and spring onions, tomatoes 
and simmer until tender. Cool. Blend 
or puree add cream; season to taste 
with salt and pepper. Pour into pre- 
chflled cups. Just before serving place 
a teaspoon of whipped cream on top 
of each serving. Serves 6. 


PUMPKIN CHIFFON PIE ( Enough for 
8 serves) 

1 baked pie shell 
1 tblspn gelatine 
k cup cold water 

li cups steamed mashed pumpkin 

1 cup brown sugar 

2 eggs, separated 

2 level tspns cinnamon 
1 level tspn ginger 
{ tspn allspice 

Soften gelatine in cold water. Com - 
bine pumpkin, brown sugar, egg yolks, 
spices and salt in top of double boiler. 
Cook over hot but not boiling water 
until thickened, stirring well. Add 
softened gelatine to hot pumpkin mix¬ 
ture and stir until dissolved. Remove 
from hot water, chill until mixture be¬ 
gins to thicken. Beat egg whites un¬ 
til stiff but not dry then beat in sugar. 
Fold into cooled pumpkin mixture, add 
orange rind. Whip chilled cream, fold 
into pumpkin mixture. Pour into shell 
and chill. Top with additional cream 
if desired. 


IN 



--a private view of what Is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


by "VINAS” 

THIS FEATURE is intended to inform 
our readers who enjoy, with admirable 
restraint, the pleasures of augmenting 
good eating with good drinking to the 
undoubted enhancement of both. It 
will not indulge in fancy jargon but 
aim, quite simply, to assist those who 
like good living and wish to venture 
further as well as those who have al¬ 
ready done so but wish to keep up to 
date. The writer is one who, during 
his mature years, has made this happy 
pilgrimage and would like, albeit 
anonomously, to share his experiences. 


Never let me be guilty of down¬ 
grading Australian wines or becoming 
snobbish about imports with glamorous 
names but here on Norfolk we are for¬ 
tunate to be able to enjoy wines, 
spirits and liqueurs from other parts of 
the world at more reasonable prices 
than our mainland friends. 

Recently the liquor bond brought in 
some South African Paarl wines which 
are worth attention. Paarl, incidental¬ 
ly, is the place in the Cape Province 
where the S.A. Wine Growers Co-op 
has its cellars. 

The wines comprise three dry reds, 
a rose and a sparkling red. The dry 
reds are all lighter and with a lower 
tannin than most Australian reds - in 
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other words less astringent than typi¬ 
cal Australian claret-style wines. 

They axe: 

PINOTAGE; A varietal (particular 
grape variety) wine made from a 
South African grape which was hybri¬ 
dised from Pinot Noir and Hermitage 
(Shiraz) grapes. A very pleasant red 
when that is what your meal calls for 
but you don't want anything too ro¬ 
bust. Price $2.60. 

CABERNET SAUVIGNON; Clearly 
carries the attributes of this premium 
grape but in a much lighter style than 
the ones to which we are accustomed. 
Price $2.70. 

ROODEBURG; The label gives no varie¬ 
tal information but I'd go for a Pino- 
tage-Cabernet blend. Of the three it 
is closer to Australian style, in fact, if 
I had not known its origin I would have 
made a guess at South Australia but 
commented on io. lightness. Price $2.55. 
PETTILANT ROSE; A good bouquet, de¬ 
lightful colour and good "spritzig" (those 
tiny bubbles which tittilate one's palate). 
Served chilled it goes well with lamb, 
most Asian dishes or a curry. Price $1.85. 
MOUSSEAUX ROUGE: In the sparkling 
burgundy class, its colour lacking clar¬ 
ity. If you go for sweetish '’pearl" types 
you will probably like this one. You 
certainly could not complain about the 
price - $2. 05. Make sure it is well 
chilled. 
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WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING on the 
social scene on Norfolk over the past 
few weeks? In January the weather up¬ 
set a number of functions. The Wives 
and Mothers Club Fashion Parade to be 
held at Branka House had to be can¬ 
celled as did their Family Barbecue 
night, however, the School Tour Fund 
Committee held a successful fashion 
and jewellery parade at the South 
Pacific Hotel on Wednesday, 14th Jan¬ 
uary. The gowns were from Paris Bou¬ 
tique and the jewellery from BJ's. 

Robert Farrer and a friend of Jack and 
Lorna Richardson, Mrs. Lola McAlpin, 
compered the fashion parade and after 
a short interval Paul Towers explained 
the "jewels" and their value. Lesley 
Probett and Barbara Goudie modelled 
the jewellery. One has often heard 
the saying "diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend" and all present were able to 
see and exclaim at how they do gleam 
and sparkle. The girls modelled neck¬ 
laces pendants, earrings, rings and 
brooches made up of a variety of 
precious stones. All everyone could 
do was ooh and aah, especially when 
Paul gave the prices! Some of the 
pieces were valued at three and four 
thousand dollars. Wonder what Lesley 
and Barbara felt like modelling some¬ 
times as much as $10. 000 worth of 
jewellery at a time? Those who modell¬ 
ed the gowns included Kathy LeCren, 
Fenella Evans, Timmy Lloyd, Ann 
Snell, Jean Vincent, Lorna Richardson, 
Anne Buffett, together with profession¬ 
al model Susie Gashler who had come 
over from Sydney-at the invitation of 
the Tourist Board to do a series of 
promotional photographs. The gowns 
modelled by the girls came from many 
different parts of the globe - England, 
Germany. America, including Hawaii. 

A very pleasant evening followed by a 
welcome cup of tea. Denise Smith 
who works at the Sporting Centre was 
the lucky winner of the Royal Doulton 
coffee set generously donated by Wyn 
and Kath Percival. Proceeds from 
the raffle and the evening amounted 
to approximately $200 which will go 
towards sending the 6th class boys and 
girls on the annual school tour during 
the May school holidays. 

Found out on Saturday 10th January 
just what an "old fashioned" Fish Fry 
is. It was held at the Golf Club and 
meant plenty of beautiful fresh fish 
deep-fried in a crisp batter, plenty 
of chip* and accompanied by a varie¬ 
ty of tasty salads prepated by the 
Golf Club associates. A delicious 
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meal. No wonder another such even 

ing was held a fortnight later. As 
one visitor said, "It would be diffi¬ 
cult to find such beaut fish and chips 
on the mainland." 

The Prawn Night held at the Leagues 
Club the following Saturday evening 
was also very popular. By the look of 
the plates and the expressions on faces 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed their 
prawns and there were certainly plenty 
for everyone. The tables were then 
quickly cleared by the busy directors 
and the Don Reynolds Trio then enter¬ 
tained everyone for the remainder of 
the evening (which went all too quick¬ 
ly) with their lively dance music. 

I'guess the attention of most house¬ 
holds during the week beginning Mon¬ 
day 26th January was focused on the 
Wednesday 28th January - back to 
school day. A happy., yet sad day in 
many ways. It's the real start of the 
hustle and bustle of another year, 
isn't it? Mad rushes and dashes at 
home with mothers frantically cutting 
lunches, tying shoe laces, finding 
school bats and tucking hankies into 
pockets as children make a dash for 
the door and to the bus stop or to the 
car where they wait impatiently for 
"Mum" to round up the youngest. 

It's quite a strange feeling taking 
one's first child to school on that 
first day, especially after having been 


ute they don't want to let go one's 
hand. Later on that morning I met 
one of the other mothers whilst shop¬ 
ping. "How are you feeling", she 
asked. "A bit peculiar", was my 
reply. "Oh dear at least you still have 
one at home. I feel so lost, don't know 
what to do with myself." It was the 
first day for her youngest. Yes, it's 
a day of very mixed feelings. One 
mother was telling me how she had 
been assured by her children that they 
weren't looking forward to returning 
to school the next day. Imagine her 
surprise and amusement when on tuck¬ 
ing one of them into bed that night 
she discovered he was already fully 
dressed ready for school, under the 
covers! 

... saying "goodbye" 
to old friends.., 


During the past four weeks the Isl¬ 
and has said "goodbye" to four famil¬ 
ies who have had to leave the Island 
to make their homes elsewhere. 

After living on the Island for many 
years Stan and Cam Gallichan had to 
return to New Zealand at the end of 
January so that Cam could be closer 
to medical treatment. Both Stan and 
Cam have been active in the sporting 
community on the bowling green and 
down on the golf course. Stan was 





■Jit NORFOLK'S. LEAPING LICENSED _ \ 

■'RESTAURANT, WITH DIM LIGHTS AND 9 
SOFT MUSIC* YOU WILL ENJOY CHOOSING^ 
FROM THE FIN-E A LA CARTE MENU, AND • 
OUR PERSONAL SERVICE AT COCKTAIL BAR 
AND TABLE. YOUR DINING L, 

ADVENTURE WITH US WILL r /^K 
-BE COMPLETE AND 

MEMORABLE. 1/jSW 
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also a keen supporter of the Leagues 
Club. Cam conducted a hairdressing 
salon in their home for many years 
and Stan was kept busy in his joinery. 

Jill Karl is now looking after Cam's 
previous clients. 

The directors and members of the 
Leagues Club farewelled Stan and Cam 
together with Sue and Les Burke at a 
function held in the clubrooms on 
Wednesday evening, 21st January. Les 
and Sue have lived on the Island for 
the past four years - Les was a tech¬ 
nician with the DCA and has now been 
transferred with a promotion to Dampier 
in Western Australia. Football players 
and followers alike will miss Les's tall 
frame streaking - whoops, can't use 
the word "streaking’' as its meaning 
has changed slightly the last twelve 
months or so - Les's tall frame "flash¬ 
ing" (that's better?) across the field.' 
Many of their friends were at the air¬ 
port to say a. final "goodbye" as they 
departed last Saturday, 14th February. 

Another young couple, with their 
family, have been forced to leave Nor¬ 
folk for health reasons. Ruth and Daryl 
Coleman, together with their two young 
children were very sorry to have to 
leave. They have gone to Tkree in 
N.S.W. but hope to return at some 
stage in the future. Ruth has been a 
keen and active member in the Wives 
and Mothers Club and both Ruth and 
Daryl enjoyed the many times they 
spent on the bowling green. 

What a sad time the past few weeks 
must have been for Mrs. "Cherie" 
Cameron who had to decide to plaee 
on the market her lovely old home 
"Leeside" and go to live with her 
daughter in Sydney. For health rea¬ 
sons it had become inadvisable for 
Mrs . Cameron to live alone. Mrs. 
Cameron and her husband first came 
to live on Norfolk In 1948. Her hus¬ 
band died several years later. Mrs. 
Cameron has taken an active part in 
the Musical and Dramatic Society. I 
remember when we first arrived at die 
beginning of June '67 my husband was 
roped into the Tahitian scene of the 
Pageant of Norfolk produced by Scotty 
Neagle. Night after night Mrs. Cam¬ 
eron would call the group together 
teaching the girls the Tahitian dances 
and songs with the men providing the 
music on their guitars and ukeleles. 

We also enjoyed a number of sing-song 
evenings in her lovely old home. Re¬ 
member all the exciting goodies one 
was able VJ find in the little shop she 
used to have at the side of her home? 
With its lovely garden and white pick¬ 
et fence fronting on to Taylors Road in 
Burnt Pine, "Leeside" will remain as 
a memento to Mrs. Cameron's contribu¬ 
tion to life on Norfolk. 

With interest and anticipation a 
group of us was looking forward to last 


Saturday evening. We had arranged 
to have dinner at the new Maria Heap's 
Restaurant at the Hillcrest Motel. 

What a pleasant surprise we all re¬ 
ceived. As we drove up the concrete 
drive it was as though we were approa¬ 
ching a restaurant in Sydney. A clump 
of trees was most effectively floodlit 
in the middle of the drive. Then 
following a winding path through the 
trees we reached the front entrance of 
the restaurant which opened into the 
pre-dinner drink area. It's really lovely. 
The original verandah, widened, pro¬ 
vides the bar area. Then the two front 
rooms of the home have both been open¬ 
ed up; actually the front wall of the 
home has been removed, providing a 
very spacious area indeed. The origin¬ 
al wood panelling on the walls blends 
beautifully with die new walls of the 
verandah which have been stained a 
lighter shade. The timber walls, the 
glistening chandeliers and the old-style 
furnishings provide a very warm, wel¬ 
coming atmosphere. We were particul¬ 
arly taken with the leadlight glass above 
the bar - most effective, Mudgi Guile, 
the hostess, greeted us warmly and show¬ 
ed us to our table when all members of 
the party had arrived. Everyone then 
enjoyed a delicious meal, tastefully 
prepared and presented by the chef, 
Mudgi's husband, Peter Guile. What 
a terrific night we had. Congratula¬ 
tions to those who designed and decor¬ 
ated the restaurant which I’m sure will 
become as popular as the other "night 
spots” on Norfolk. 

... new daughters for the 
Turtons and the Semples... • 

Great excitement in the Turton house¬ 
hold on Friday. Pauline proudly pre¬ 
sented her family of "men folk" with 
a lovely little girl who was born at the 
Hospital about, 4am on Friday morning. 
They've decided to call her Vanessa. 

As Robert explained to the customers 
at the fish shop, "Yes, Dad's pleased 
but he had to wait all night from 10 
o'clock. ” (No mention of what Mum 
was doing!.') Well done, Pauline and 
Keith. 

Also very proud of their little daugh¬ 
ter, Eve, are Suzanne and Lester Semple 
who returned to Norfolk just before 
school started. Eve was born at the 
hospital in Newcastle on 5th January. 
Whilst Suzanne is enjoying being at 
home with the baby, Lester has begun 
teaching again at the local school. 
Congratulations to Lester and Suzanne. 

February 22 was Thinking Day for 
the worldwide Movement of Scouts and 
Guides. The Guides, Scouts, Brownies 
and Cubs here on Norfolk attended a 
Church Parade, together with their 
Leaders, at All Saints, Kingston, last 


Sunday morning to celebrate Thinking 
Day, the birthdays of their founders. 

Lord and Lady Baden Powell. This year 
is the 50th Anniversary of Thinking Day. 
The front of the Church was filled with 
young people looking very smart in their 
uniforms. Mums and Dads, brothers and 
sisters, together with friends and visitors 
filled the rest of the Church almost to 
overflowing. Greg Precheldt from the 
Scout Troop and Julianne Bunker from 
the Guides read the Bible Lessons during 
the service. 

... an ejoyable talk 

from Colin Berriman;.. 

The Rev. Berriman then gave the 
young people - as well aa the Mums 
and Dads - a good deal to think a- •, 
about in his address on Thinking. The 
children particularly enjoyed Mr. Berri- 
man’s account of a game he has played 
in a Fellowship group where a person 
would be blindfolded then placed on 
a chair. Four of his friends would then 
lift the chair off the floor only about 
2 inches but to the fellow on the chair 
it felt as though he was rigfit up in the 
air. Then his friends would make him 
jump off the chair. Of course he 
would refuse - his friends would then 
pull him off. The poor fellow thought 
he was right up in the air and would 
crash to the floor! Bet that's one of 
die next games to be played at the 
F ellowship here on Norfolk. It was a 
lovely service and very heartening to 
see the Church so full. 


Must tell you about a beaut new "toy” 
we have in our kitchen which is giving 
us all a good deal of fun - an electric 
blender. Ever used one? As well as 
making all sorts of exotic milkshakes 
etc. it can also make very refresh¬ 
ing fruit drinks. We made a beauty 
the other day with orange juice, water¬ 
melon, pineapple, red guavas and ice. 
Delicious! The funniest thing I've 
tried with it is mashing up vegetables. 
Decided last week I'd mash all the 
vegetables together so tipped them in¬ 
to the blender, added butter and milk, 
then switched on. Hey presto - vege¬ 
table sauce!'. Imagine the comments 
from the family but they all added it 
was very tasty. It's terrific too for 
crushing biscuits and making bread¬ 
crumbs. 

At last after quite a long dry spell 
the thirst of the gardens and tanks has 
been quenched. Sunday night and Mon¬ 
day have been very wet and now with 
the dust washed off them the plants are 
looking quite bright again and the 
lawns are growing almost before one's 
eyes. Guess next weekend will mean 
another session with that cantankerous 
lawnmower! 
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WE OFFER A WIDE DIVERSION OF PRODUCTS, 
PERHAPS WIDER THAN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK 
AND WE ARE CONTINUALLY COMPLIMENTED 
ON THEIR QUALITY. 



► CLAN LAIRD* SCOTTISH FASHIONS ►RANNOCH DESIGNS* (SCOTLAND) ►GAY LAIRD* 
TARTAN TAMS, TIES, DEERSTALKERS, SCARVES ►CARDIGANS BY OLD BOND ST. ENGLAND* 

► MAJA* SPANISH PERFUMERIES AND SOAPS ►GRAIN* SPANISH DOLLS ►GENUINE WELSH TAPESTRY 
GARMENTS ►HAND CROCHETED TABLECLOTHS AND DOILIES ►BESNICK, WEBB CORBETT 
CRYSTAL AND ROYAL ADDERLEY ►TRAVEL GOODS BY CON STE LLATIO N AND FLIGHT 

► DELFT POTTERY ►WIN ELECTRONIC LIGHTERS ►PERLAS MANACOR COSTUME JEWELLERY 
THE FINEST SELECTION OF PIPES, CIGARS AND TOBACCO ON NORFOLK 

*on these brands we are sole agents on Norfolk 



‘ELVA’S ’ 



ISLAND-OWNED 


Our specialty is plenty of good Island food at a 
price suited to the family on a budget: 


Mon., Tues., Thurs. and Fri. a really nice four- 
course dinner, with a choice of six main dishes 
and four desserts — all for only 84 a person 


Sun. and Wed. night we have a fine Island Style 
smorgasbord and then show a current-run film, and 
it’s still only 84 a person. 


New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 







‘dars Norfolk ’ 


SENATOR REG. WITHERS, Minister 
of Administrative Services and thus 
the new Minister responsible for the 
governing of Norfolk, will be coming 
here for a few days toward the middle 
of the month. 

Mr. Peter Lawler, Secretary and 
permanent head of the Department, 
will be here too. 

They are besieged with work, in 
a particularly trying period for Aus¬ 
tralia. Norfolk Island is only one 
speck of their responsibilities; we 
understand their Department has a 
staff of about 8, 000 public servants, 
dealing with thousands of national 
and indeed International problems. 

They pay respect to Norfolk by 
making time, and taking the energy, 
to visit the Island, even briefly. It 
certainly won't be a holiday. 

They will be trying to form fast, 
accurate impressions of Norfolk in 
1976. They will no doubt be told 
about some difficulties and worries 
--official visits precipitate such con¬ 
cerns, the way seeing the doctor at 
a party suddenly reminds you that 
your elbow has been hurting lately. 

But they must gain, generally, the 
impression that Norfolk is very for¬ 
tunate, and that the Island is able 
to steer its own ship pretty well with¬ 
out constant instructions being called 
out by navigators in Canberra. 

Sen. Withers and Mr. Lawler will 
surely be assessing where they might 
make budget cuts related to Norfolk. 
If it’s true that Australian Depart¬ 
ments have been spending nearly 
$2 ,500,000 a year on our affairs, 
then there has to be room for heavy 
cutting somewhere, and cutting 
ought to be done. 

In trying to get a current feel for 
the Island in a few days, our visi¬ 
tors will unfortunately miss some - 
thing deep, something that can be 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


learnt only over a period of time. 

For their reading on the flight back 
home, we offer the following short 
recollection, which has overtones 
of Norfolk's deeper side. It's from 
the papers of a very old friend of 
the editor: 

• 

"Mr. Gilbert Bailey was my friend. 
He lived for 94 years. His home was 
back off Collins Head Road. He was 
a descendant of the mutineers of the 
Bounty and was a bit vague during the 
last year or so of his life. He always 
recognised me and we had some won¬ 
derful chats together. He often com¬ 
plained to me about his wife, whom 
he kept looking for even though she 
had died several years before, and 
wished she would hurry up and come 
home to make him an applie pie. 

'^Gillie used to walk back and forth 
from his home to Burnt Pine and still 
had a spring in his step, though his 
shoulders were a bit hunched over. 

He had clouded brown eyes and a 
long, greybeard. His khaki pants 
were held up With a bit of rope and 
his sand shoes, on bare feet, often 
needed a bit of a scrub. He used to 
carry a crumpled two dollar note in 
his pocket which he was saving to 
give to his father or his wife when he 
met up with them. 

"Gil's family would bring food so 
he didn’t need to spend much on any¬ 
thing. There really weren't many re¬ 
quirements for that two dollar note. 

"Gil loved "his God" and got ex¬ 
cited about how wonderful it was to be 
alive and how beautiful his Island was 
and how wonderful all the cars were 
and how good the world was to him. 

His days were spent walking, rejoicing 
and playing his harmonium. 

"The harmonium gave him his great¬ 
est happiness of all. It looked as 
though it would collapse in one heap 


.of rubble, with its legs splayed out and 
the hinges on the keyboard cover 
broken. The ivory keys were orange, 
they were so old. The stool he sat on 
was rickety. The room was full of 
small piles of wood chips ready for the 
fuel stove, and stacks of old tin dishes 
and a pie safe. 

"When Gil played his harmonium the 
whole world came alive. His hands 
were ancient but had no trouble find¬ 
ing the keys, even though they shook 
on their way down to the keyboard. 
They found perfect harmonies, and 
his voice, although a little raspy at 
94, bellowed out words to the world's 
most beautiful hymns - the Pitcairn 
hymns - hymns of gratitude and praise, 
of hope and love. 

"The Pitcairn anthem was one: 

Then shall The King say unto 
those on His right hand: 

Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. 

For I was-hungered and ye gave 
me meat, 

I was thirsty and ye gave me drink, 

I was a stranger and ye took me in, 

naked and ye clothed me; 

I was sick and ye visited me, 

1 was in prison'and ye came unto me; 

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. 

Ye have done it unto me. 

"Music, music -- perfect chords 
and perfect fingering. It was a treat 
to hear him. He always made me 
happy. This old man, in an old home 
badly in need of repair, on an island 
that was once the scene for the worst 
convict settlement in the world, in a 
room full of wood chips and tin dishes- 
always brought me a great sense of 
peace.” 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R ETAI LERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME GALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W . A . F LIC K & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 











YOUR SHOPPING GUIDE TO 


I n t e r n a t i o n a I duty free 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


I [RA DI OS -- CAS SETTE S 


| |BABY BU G GIES 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO A K AI 

ED HI - FI EQ UI PMEN T 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO A KAI SANYO 

• | |WA TCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


FAMOUS FOLDING TYPE 
□ FISHING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

( | FIREARMS & A M MUNITIO N 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

| [ NOVELTIES & GIFTS 


| | APPL IA NCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

CD RITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ SEWING & KNITTING 
MACHINES 

BROTHER - FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY AND STYLING 

/.. £] SPO R TING EQU IPMENT 

- LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
.OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

| |DIVI NG GEAR 

LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK - 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

| | CIGARETT E LIG HTERS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

I"] SUEDE & LEATHE R C O ATS 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

ED NA VIGAT I0NAL EQUIPMENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 

□ BIN OCU LARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 

□ PHOTOGRA PHIC 

SANKYO MOVIE CAMERAS &. PROJECTORS 

□ CALCU LATORS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 


I n 16 r n a 1 1 o n 0 I duty free 

ON YOUR LEFT AS YOU ENTER BURNT PINE COMING FROM SOUTH PACIFIC + NORFOLK + PARADISE + FLETCHER 
CHRISTIAN + TROPIQUE + HILLCREST + MOKUTU + THE CREST + PANORAMA + ISLANDER + COLONY + CHANNERS 














QUARANTINE STATION MEANS GIANT JET RUNWAY .PAGE 5 

Norfolk's new Minister made a lot of direct, informative 
statements during his visit in March, One of the most 
striking comments he made was about the Quarantine Station. 

ISLAND ON THE WAY TO SELF-RELIANCE IN ELECTRICITY ...... PAGE 8 . 

After much behind-the-scenes discussion, a move is now 
on for Norfolk to take over electric power generation. 

(First of two articles on the Island's electrical system.) 

COUNCIL TRANSCRIPT .PAGE 11 

Among the subjects debated in March, Norfolk Island 
Airlines and a question of protocal made Councillors bristle. 
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Including "The Norfolk Island Calendar" for April 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DEAR NORFOLK .PAGE 25 

A new geological theory on Norfolk's origins and the 
probable link with Phillip Island. 

THE WAY NORFOLK USED TO BE .PAGE 26 

Foxy McCoy imagines 2, 800, 000 years ago. 
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NORFOLK LIVING .PAGE 32 

The busy life of Joyce Dyer; Garden questions & answers; 
more of Helen's good recipes; What's good at the Bond; 
and a new column of reminiscences, "Island Housewife". 
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What Captain Bligh thought about the mutiny on the 
Bounty, which happened 187 years ago this month. 
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CASIO TECHNOLOGY 
AT NORFOLK ISLAND PRICES! 

with a full year ! s 
Warranty 


NEW from the 
world’s leading 
manufacturer of 
quality personal 
calculators 


Casio 
"Pocket-Mini" 

only 122.00 


see them at 
ABC HOBBY SHOP 
The PIONEERS 
HIBISCUS RADIO 


"Personal- 
Mini" 

only 

114.00 



also: Casio "Memory BA" with independent memory only $25.00 

and even more advanced models for engineers, mathematicians 

Master Distributor: 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 



Proprietor: i. W. FITZPATRICK. 





MINISTERS STATEMENT; 

Quarantine Station Means Giant Jet Runway 

Administrator thinks Q.S. Is "a dead duck" after hearing Sen. Withers 


THE CHANCE that Norfolk could still 
be selected as the site for Australia's 
high-security animal Quarantine Sta¬ 
tion suddenly became a million-to-one 
against last month. 

The possibility was soundly voted 
down at a referendum nearly three years 
ago, but during the Royal Commission 
hearings last year a number of witnesses 
said they thought the Quarantine Sta¬ 
tion should be re-considered. It was 
argued that the Station would be a 
sound new industry for the Island -- 
and that the referendum may have 
given an unbalanced view of Island 
opinion, because the Referendum Ord¬ 
inance allows anyone who has been 
oh the Island for six months to vote. 
Long-term residents may well favour 
the Station, the argument went. 

At last month's Council discussion 
with Norfolk's Minister (Sen. Reg 
Withers), Chairman of Committees 
Richard Bataille raised the matter 
again. 

Sen. Withers answered that he was 
not about to take any initiative in re¬ 
introducing the idea. If Council could 
satisfy him that the people of the Isl¬ 
and really did want the Station, he 
might consider it -- but it was entire¬ 
ly in Council’s hands to get the idea 
rolling again. 

Acting Administrator C.I. Buffett 
told the News afterward that he thought 
the Quarantine Station was "a dead 
duck, after that meeting". 

The real clincher, however, came 
in an exclusive News interview with 
Sen. Withers, in which the Minister 
put heavy emphasis on a point that 
was apparently not clearly under¬ 
stood about the Station. 

"The Quarantine Station means a 
10, 000-foot runway for 707 jets, 
nothing less," he told the News. 

"You can't take just the good," he 
said. "You've got to take the bad 
with the good. 

"And that means a strip that can 
take planes direct from the U. K., 
the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. 

"You've got to take the planes, the 
noise, some pines being cut down, 
and an extension of the airport to 
10, 000 ft.," he emphasised. 

It was obvious from Cr. Bataille's 
presentation of the idea that those 
Who still want the Quarantine Station 
hoped the Minister would take the 
initiative in bringing it to life again. 

And that just isn't on. The Mini¬ 


ster told the News: "They want me 
to propose it? I didn't come down in 
the last shower." 

Sen. Withers also reinforced his 
views about Norfolk's running its own 
affairs as much as possible, in the 
oourse of the News interview. 

"There is too much government in 
the world," he said. 

"I don't like people interfering 
with me -- why should I interfere 
with them? 

"People ought to be allowed to do 
their own thing, so long as they don’t 
hurt others," he said. 

Acting Administrator Buffett echoed 
the same view after the official party 
had returned to Australia. "He thinks 
people ought to be able to live their 
own lives, ” he said . "I think he 
means it, ” he added. 

The Minister's informal meeting 
with Council was open to the public, 
but it was not known until after his 
arrival that this would be the case, 
and no announcement of the discus¬ 
sion was broadcast. The public gal¬ 
lery was virtually empty. Apart from 
the Norfolk Island News reporter, the 
only residents who attended the meet¬ 
ing were historian Merval Hoare and 
Brian Bates, David Buffett, Toon Buf¬ 


fett and David Rogers of the A^min. 

The Admin produced extensive 
minutes of the meeting early the 
following week, but the only verbatim 
transcript is from the New's taped re- 
- cording. Excerpts on key points: 

Cr. Bataille: What is the present posi¬ 
tion toward the establishment of a high 
security animal station in Australia? 
Minister; Well the Government 
hasn't as yet made a decision. It 
could be in my area whether -- the 
two islands that may be competing, 
either to get it or to keep it out, 
both Norfolk and Cocos. You’d be 
aware, of course, that the Public 
Works Committee recommended 
Cocos. I'm also aware that you have 
a view around this Council which 
wasn't supported in a referendum. 

... One of the things this is bound 
up in, to some extent, is in question 
12 -- your air services. As I under¬ 
stood it, one of the factors which in¬ 
fluenced the Pubdie Works Committee 
was that they considered you could 
get any size jet in the world into 
Cocos at no expense, no worry about 
environmental problems.. .1 don't 
know if Council are going to wish 
us to bid to have the station put here; 



SEN. R. G. WITHERS, NO. 5 IN AUSTRALIA'S CABINET AND OUR NEW MIN¬ 
ISTER, ENJOYED A SHIRTSLEEVES TOUR OF THE ISLAND DURING HIS VISIT. 
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if you feel that you would still like 
the station to come here, in spite of 
what might have happened in the 
referendum, all I can suggest to you 
is that you put up a case again to 
both Primary Industry and the De¬ 
partment of Health -- they’re the 
two Departments concerned, both as 
to the .administration and the location 
of it. But I don't know whether it's 
still the view of Council that the pre¬ 
vious decision should hold, or whether 
they have to settle for the fact that 
the people in the referendum didn't 
want it, and dismissed it from their 
minds. 

Cr. Bataille: It's a concern of mine 
in searching for some secondary indus¬ 
try for Norfolk Island, for the future 
of the Island, that this is one 
field that I thought there might be 
good things for it, again, and see if 
the people on Norfolk Island favour 
this, or they don't... I feel that with 
the economy of the Island based on 
tourism, it’s a very fickle economy, 
and should our tourist industry fail, 
Norfolk Island would be in dire straits. 
If we had something else to back it 
up, we'd probably survive until the 
other recovers. This is why it's a con¬ 
cern of mine. I had raised the matter 
in Council, My personal concern is 
that I'm looking for something else on 
which to base the economy of Norfolk 
Island. In the past we've tried vari¬ 
ous industries on Norfolk Island. 
They’ve folded up, due mainly to our 
isolation, freight rates, or handling 
costs. This I see as an industry that 
can be sited at Norfolk Island, serviced 
on Norfolk Island.. .This is why I ask 
the question... would it be useless of 
us to pursue the matter again? 

Minister; I would be somewhat diffi¬ 
dent about initiating anything in this 
area unless it came from the Council 
and had the support of the residents. 
Otherwise it might well look that I'm 
trying to impose something on the Isl¬ 
and that isn't wanted. I don't want to 
get myself into that position. All I 
can suggest to you is that if you still 
have interest, take it back to your 
Council, and see whether there is still 
support for the proposition there. If 
you can satisfy me that both the Coun¬ 
cil and the people are keen to have it 
here, I'll certainly take it up with my 
other two colleagues... but I’d be most 
reluctant to initiate something that I 
didn't think came out of the Council 
with the wishes of the people of the 
Island. 

Cr. Bataille: The Referendum Ordin¬ 
ance there lends itself to a bit of up¬ 
dating, in my opinion. The Referen¬ 
dum Ordinance, like the Council Ord¬ 
inance -- whereby any British subject 
present on Norfolk Island six months 


can vote in a referendum. This ord¬ 
inance, --a view of mine -- should 
be looked at again, because anybody 
who’s going to vote... should not be a 
transient worker...he should be a 
resident... 

Minister: Well perhaps your Council 
could investigate and put a proposition 
to me, that could lead to a referendum 
as to whether or not the ordinance 
(covering referendums) would have the 
same roll as if you ran an election. 

But I'd rather wait and get something 
from the Council.... 

Cr. Bataille: What would the Mini¬ 
ster's attitude be toward the findings 
of the Royal .Commission report by 
Sir John Nimmo? That/is, what 
action is anticipated?... 

Minister: Well, it's a bit difficult 
to say what our attitude's going to be 
when we don't know what's in it. 

It could be that there would be things 
in it which we might think wouldn't 
necessarily be good for the Island or 
the people in it... all I can promise 
you at die moment is that we’re quite 
anxiously awaiting the report. There's 
so much that perhaps ought to be 
happening, and we’re marching up 
and down awaiting the results of a 
Royal Commission that has very wide 
terms of reference, and almost touches 
on every aspect of what happens on 
Norfolk. We will certainly put it to 
study, and we’d certainly be hoping 
that before we start taking attitudes, 
the Council will also be going through 
the report, and telling us your atti¬ 
tudes. 1 wouldn’t want the Govern¬ 
ment to be taking any quick decision 
as to attitudes on the contents of the 
report without you people also having 
the opportunity to see it... before we 
ourselves come to the final conclusion. 
Who’ll be able to work fastest each 
end, I don't know. But we are an¬ 
ticipating the report reasonably soon, 
and as soon as we can get it tabled 
I'm hoping to get copies of it over 
here so there can be informed criticism 
and comment on the contents of it. 

We won't be making decisions on the 
report without... giving it all the 
opportunity and time you want to 
comment and criticise. You may not 
want to criticise it, but certainly to 
study it, and comment on it. 

Cr. McIntyre: There have been sev¬ 
eral press reports of the Government 
issuing directions to various Royal 
Commissions to complete their in¬ 
quiries forthwith, and to report 
promptly. Has any direction limiting 
the scope of, or curtailing the time 
taken by the Royal Commission into 
matters relating to Norfolk Island 
(been issued) by the Government? If 
there has been, what is it? 

Minister: A Royal Commission is set 


up by Letters Patent issued by the 
Governor-General. I as a Minister, 
or the Government as a Government, 
cannot direct a Royal Commissioner 
as to how he'll operate, or how he'll 
write his report, or when he'll write 
it. It's even doubtful if one can can¬ 
cel Letters Patent. But there is no 
time limit on the Letters Patent issued 
to Sir John Nimmo. One of the prob¬ 
lems with Royal Commissions, and our 
Department looks after a number of 
them, if you're not very careful they 
go on for so long that the people the 
Royal Commission’s concerned about 
are dead before the report ever comes 
in. There's also the financial aspect, 
and if you're not very careful the 
Royal Commission on Norfolk Island 
could cost more than all the Common¬ 
wealth money put into Norfolk Island 
over the last ten years. What I have 
done, 1 have had a very long and use¬ 
ful conversation with Sir John Nimmo, 
indicating that we are anxious for the 
report, so we can get on with the job. 

He had no problems with me over the 
matter at all. We were hoping to get 
a date I think the end of May, when we 
thought we ought to have the report. 

He doesn't see over-much difficulty in 
finishing around about that time. 
Whether it's going to be the end of 
June, or mid-July, I don’t know, it 
could be that time spell. He has been, 
and maybe still is, in New Zealand on 
various aspects of it... I understand 
Counsel assisting him is to send you 
over what he’ll be putting as his final 
address, for your comments, in case 
you wish to make further comments 
and criticism. After that he'll settle 
down and write the report. How fast it 
then comes depends perhaps on how 
many drafts he needs, how long the 
editing will take him, that sort of thing, 
But there has certainly been no direc¬ 
tion to Sir John, not only because we 
can't, I wouldn't in any event, because 
it would be offensive.. .1 just thought I 
ought to put to him the attitude that 
we need this report at the earliest poss - 
ible time, and he is working as hard as 
he can to produce it as early as possible. 
Cr. Bataille: What is the present 
attitude of Cabinet toward the grant¬ 
ing of more executive authority to 
Council? 

Minister: This is going to be deter¬ 
mined to a large extent I think by the 
recommendations of the Nimmo re¬ 
port. The Government hasn't an atti¬ 
tude at all, and we’re not prepared to 
form one until we see that report, as 
to what it brings down. Not only that 
report, but your comments on it. I 
think it would be a fairly unwise exer¬ 
cise for me to indulge in some ex¬ 
pression at this time, and maybe in a 
couple of months' time find that what 
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I'm saying is just a heap of nonsense in 
view of what Nimmo brings down... but 
in a broad philosophical sense, and I 
put it with a very wide brush, I said be¬ 
fore I want to interfere as little as possi¬ 
ble, and let people run their own affairs. 
Cr. Bataille: What I was thinking on 
that question was that if we have differ¬ 
ent views from Sir John Nimmo—we 
may have, same as we all have—on 
Council’s control of Norfolk Island, 
and we press for this control, your atti¬ 
tude in this respect... ? 

Minister: If such a situation arises, I 
think we ought to do that on a case-by¬ 
case operation, in maybe this sort of 
atmosphere, and sort it out. Does that 
help? 

Cr. McIntyre: The idea that we should 
have full control of internal affairs - - 
do you have objections in principle to 
that proposition? 

Minister: It all depends on how you 
define full control; and depends on how 
you define "internal affairs" I suppose. 

I won't try to dodge the question, but 
I don't think you can answer it in that 
sort of sim;le sense yes or no. Again, 
this is a case-by-case operation. You 
might say yes, you-should have full 
control of area "A” that’s a totally in¬ 
ternal affair -- you ought to have; but 
something else might impinge on some¬ 
thing else, and you perhaps ought not 
•o have full control, but only most con- 
rol. I think you ve just got to exam¬ 
ine each area, on a case-by-case oper¬ 
ation, because even though you might 
> a 900 miles from the mainland, what 
we do in Australia does have impact 
on you, and what you do here does im - 
pact on us. We’re not just two totally 
isolated communities, living in separ¬ 
ate gold-fish bowls. This is a matter 


of judgment on each particular aspect. 

I think the wisest thing to do is wait 
for the Nimmo report, and go through 
it piece by piece, and maybe some 
things are going to be quite easy and 
quite simple; there may be other 
matters which could have difficulties.. f 
Cr. Bataille: What is the Government's 
attitude toward the Restoration Program 
undertaken by the previous Government* 
Minister; 1 don't know whether the 
Government as such has got an atti¬ 
tude to it. I've got a sort of personal 
attitude --I've got a very keen person^ 
al interest in this connection, started 
by Paul Hasluck. He wanted to start 
a historical society, and started a 
branch in my home town. I have a 
keen personal interest, and whatever 
I can do to keep it going I’ll certainly 
do... 

Cr. Bataille: What is the Minister's 
attitude toward a community hotel, 
on a share basis, whereby the profits 
are channelled back into the commun¬ 
ity? What would be that attitude to¬ 
ward such a hotel being built in the 
Kingston area? 

Minister: That's a bit hard to say be¬ 
cause it's not a totally concrete propo¬ 
sition, but I believe in the broad philo- 
sophical approach that if the people 
want to risk their motley they’re en¬ 
titled to do so. If you make a profit, 
good luck to you; if you go broke,' 
don't ask me to bail you out.. .1 don’t 
know whether one ought to be asking 
citizens to take shares in it as a co¬ 
operative venture -- some hotels are 
run as some sort of co-op venture... 
they're run on the same basis as co¬ 
operative stores, or co-operative freez¬ 
ing works... I've got no sort of philo¬ 
sophical position on it... As to whether 


it ought to go in Kingston, or what 
shape, colour or size it would be. 
for goodness sake don't ask me to 
commit them here, or I'll have the 
National Trust of Australia defying me 
getting back into Australia. I under¬ 
stand it's not all that easy to satisfy 
the varying interests... 

Cr. Bathie; If 1 may say, the concept 
of a community hotel, run by a board, 
is nothing new --it dates back to Alec 
Wilson's time, when we were trying to 
promote tourism, and I think that was 
about '46... 

Cr. Ryves: When Mr. Peacock was for 
a very short term Minister for Norfolk 
Island, he had agreed Travelodge could 
take over and build in place of the 
Paradise Hotel. It was after the change 
in Government, Mr. Enderby came in, 
the thing went into embryo. The Ad¬ 
ministrators, both the past and the 
present, supported it. Council support¬ 
ed it, and it got right down the line to 
the point where they negotiated that a 
private, independent architect would 
come to the Island, investigate the 
position, and report back to Mr. Ender¬ 
by, and the decision would rest on his 
report. He went back and reported 
that the project should be gone ahead 
with, and Mr. Enderby said we brain¬ 
washed him. What I'm putting to you, 
sir, is, the principle of a hotel going 
in this section was agreed to, and it 
was only after the pressure of die Nation¬ 
al Trust, which we felt was wrong be¬ 
cause they were an outside group, ap¬ 
plied sufficient pressure to over-ride 
what the Administration, the Admin¬ 
istrator and the Council supported. 
Minister; ... the concept of the origin¬ 
al Travelodge... 

Cr. Ryves: There was no problem there. 
They agreed to do anything we asked 
them to. 

Cr. McKenzie: The plans were al¬ 
ready drawn to fit Quality Row, with 
the same roof structure, the same 
verandah pillars, and everything. And 
of course you know the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment bought Travelodge out for 
$330, 000... 

Cr. Bataille: The idea was a commun¬ 
ity sharing hotel be established, the 
Administration having a share in it, so 
that we also gain something from our 
tourist industry -- we do gain directly, 
through our liquor store, customs duties. 
The funding, of course, is something 
that can be decided later on. The idea 
of the Kingston area .... once you phase 
the Paradise Out of Kingston, it's going 
to be like extending the cemetery to 
the Administration - the place will be 
partially dead. And in my view it's 
one of die pick sites of the Island for 
tourist accommodation. But this is 
something that can be negotiated at 
a later date. 



"EXPERTS" HAVE QUESTIONED THE ATTRACTION OF DUTY-FREE SHOPPING, 
BUT SEN. WITHERS REACHED FOR HIS WALLET AT ONE TYPICAL EMPORIUM. 


“NORFOLK CAN MANAGE” 


Island On the Way to Self-Reliance in Electricity 


NORFOLK MAY soon take over the run¬ 
ning of the Island's electricity genera¬ 
ting system. 

For some time there have been strong 
behind-the-scene feelings on Norfolk 
that the power house should be under 
local control, rather than being opera¬ 
ted by the Australian Department of 
Transport. But these feelings have 
been bogged in political complications. 

The subject broke into the open last 
month during the visit of Sen. Reg 
Withers, who recently became the 
Australian Cabinet Minister responsible 
for Norfolk administration. 

Sen. Withers quickly made it plain 
that his philosophy will be to let Nor¬ 
folk Island run its own affairs "as far 
as possible", and that he is willing to 
cut through red tape when necessary. 

Cr. John Ryves raised the power 
question at an informal but public Coun¬ 
cil discussion on March 12th, saying he 
thought the Island could run the power 
house for "far less" than the Department 
of Transport charges for labour and 
maintenance. (In the last financial 
year, D.O.T. charges were $43,294, 
but further bills arrived later, probably 
pushing the total to over $50,000,) 

Sen. Withers, told that D.O.T. 
owns only the land and that the Island 
has paid for virtually all the generat¬ 
ing equipment, said, "I don’t see why 
we should have any, trouble on that," 
and said he would take the matter up 
directly with the Minister for Trans¬ 
port, Peter Nixon, who is a long¬ 
standing colleague of his. 

A report recommending the take¬ 
over of the power house has been pre¬ 
pared by the Electricity Board and will 
be put to Council. Acting Admini¬ 
strator C.I. Buffett says Council has 


also been discussing the idea and that 
he is sure Council favours the take¬ 
over. 

While Council has a heavy agenda 
of matter to clear up in the remaining 
three months of.its term, before elec¬ 
tion of new members in July, Mr. 

Buffet* says he hopes he can get the 
power house question before Council 
between now and then. 

Two main steps have to be taken in 
Canberra before the Island could begin 
operating the power house. The De¬ 
partment of Transport would have to 
declare that the land on which the power 
house stands is "surplus to requirements" 
for running the Island airport, and turn 
it over to the Department of Admini¬ 
strative Services. This require* agree¬ 
ment between Ministers. 

Then Sen. Withers would have to 
approve an increase in the staff table 
fot^he Norfolk Island Administration, 
providing positions for tha people need¬ 
ed to run the power houje. 

(According to Cr. Ryves, the Elec¬ 
tricity Board believes the new staff 
members could be hired for far less 
than the Australian public service stan¬ 
dards that apply in the Department of 
Transport. "There's a big difference 
between our modp of living here and 
Australia," he told Sen. Withers. 

These savings probably wouldn't 
reduce electricity bills on the Island, 
but might slaw down the rate of inr 
creases in the future. 

Three days after Sen. Withers’ talk 
with Council, the latest rise went in¬ 
to effect -- from 11c a unit to 12c. It 
will cost the average family about 40c 
a week more, or about $6.50 more on 
each four-monthly bill. Heavy users 
like the hotels will of course be hit 


harder. 

The increase, which is the first 
since February last year, is largely 
the result of higher diesel fuel costs. 

In the past three years the price of 
fuel has more than doubled from 26c 
a gallon to 58c. That alone would 
have been enough to push the cost of 
electricity up from 9c a unit to 11.7c 
a unit. 

Which means that the Island's Elec¬ 
tricity Undertaking has been able to 
offset almost all othet cost rises 
salaries and material* — by selling 
more power and by operating more 
efficiently. 

So the Undertaking appears to de¬ 
serve good marks for doing what ele?- 
tricity commissions all over the w 9 rld 
try to do — keep the cost of power 
from rising as fast as the general cost 
of living rises,' so that electricity be¬ 
comes better value, year by year. 

That’s not easy, because the Island 
has no large industrial operations, 
which are the mainstay of electrical 
generating systems in most cities else¬ 
where. 

Barry Silburn, the Admin’s Tech¬ 
nical Officer (Electrical), says Nor¬ 
folk uses about as much power as a 
typical ha If-mile-long street of 200 
homes in Sydney. 

But Norfolk hss to provide full gen¬ 
erating and stand-by equipment, and 
operates 38 miles of power lines. 

The Electricity Undertaking is a 
curious organisation -- like many 
other aspects of Norfolk's half-colon¬ 
ial system of government. 

As in many other matters, from 
immigration to the sealing of roads, 
the real authority on all main elec¬ 
tricity matters is Australia’s Minister 
for Administrative Services. 

The Minister delegates day-to-day 
authority on many Norfolk government 
matters tc the Administrator. The 
Administrator makes recommendations 
to the Minister on large matters after 
listening to the advice of the Norfolk 
Island Council. 

And Council give him its advice on 
electricity matters after listening to 
the advice of the Electricity Board. 

But the Electricity Board doesn’t 
really exist, legally. 

Its correct name is the Interim Ad¬ 
visory Electricity Board. If you comb 
through all of Norfolk Island's laws, 
you won't even find it mentioned. 

But in practice it 1* responsible for 
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keeping an eye on all electricity opera¬ 
tions, and for serving up well-informed 
views and recommendations to Coun¬ 
cil. 

The Board's influence and authority 
come only from the experience and 
ability of its members, and from the 
fact that they concentrate on"the elec¬ 
tricity undertaking" harder than any¬ 
one else does. 

The Board was set up in 1972, when 
the Department of Transport (which 
has to have reliable power for operating 
the airport, and which had been gen¬ 
erating power for Island residents as 
sort of side-line) said it didn’t want to 
continue providing Norfolk's electricity 
system. 

From the power house walls outward, 
the Electricity Board is responsible for 
watching, planning and telling Coun¬ 
cil what it thinks should be done. 

The membership of the Board has 
remained the same since it was form¬ 
ed a little over three years ago. Philip 
Bartle, a retired electrical engineer 
living on the Island, agreed to be 
Chairman. This takes about eight 
hours of his time in the average week. 
Like other volunteer positions on the 
Board, it is an honorary unpaid job. 

Three Admin officers sit on the 
Board: the Official Secretary (Gil 
Hitch, acting), the Technical Officer 
'Barry Silburn) and the Accountant 
(Brian Bates). Volunteer members are 
Bob Davidson, Cr. Bruce McKenzie 
(an electrical contractor) and Cr.John 
Ryves (who is also a member of Coun¬ 
cil’s Finance Committee). 

Gary Ryan and Ross Westwood of the 
Department of Transport sit in on meet¬ 
ings, but have no vote. Neither does 
Barry Silburn. 

The Board meets privately once a 
month in the Council Chambers at 
Kingston. Meetings start at 2pm and 
usually go until about 5pm, longer if. 
there is some especially knotty prob¬ 
lem to thresh out. Most of the prob¬ 
lems aren’t technical: they have to 
do with how the community as a whole 
can be served best, and with individual 
users’ special requirements and requests. 

The Island's electrical system in¬ 
cludes these parts: 

• The Power House: It has two Lister 
Blackstone diesel generating units of • 
462 kilowatts output each, and two Dorr 
man diesel generating units of 120kw 
each. All are cooled by the enclosed 
battery of big fans on the Douglas 
Drive side of the power house. Also 

at the power house are two main trans¬ 
formers. Electricity is generated at 
415 volts, and stepped up to 6,600 
volts by the transformers for efficient 
transmission over main power lines. 

• Main transmission lines. There 
are 19 miles of these. 


• Sub- stations. There are about 50 
of these transformers at various points 
arqund the Island. Each one steps the 
voltage back down to 240 volts, used 
by most homes and shops, and 415 
volts, needed for heavy three-phase 
motors used in perhaps 20 or 30 work¬ 
shops, hotels and other heavy-duty 
electrical situations. 

• Low-voltage lines. There are 
19 miles of these, taking the elec¬ 
tricity to individual homes and busi¬ 
ness premises. There are 670 places 
connected to power at the moment. 
Each has a meter, which belongs to 
the electricity undertaking but is 
leased by the user. 

The use of electricity seems to in¬ 
crease continually. There was a big 
jump about four years ago when the 
island's main hotels switched from 
generating their own power to using 
the Island system. A few more homes 
are connected each year, and it seems 
that most homes use a little more 
electricity each year as families buy 
additional appliances and install 
better lighting. 

The Board is counting on this trend 
to continue, and a new generator, the 
biggest yet, has been bought and has 
begun arriving in bits and pieces. It 
is scheduled to go into service the 
middle of this year, but with the nor¬ 
mal delays that come from Norfolk’s 
remoteness and hard-stretched work 
force, it might easily be the end of 
the year. 

The new generator is a 900kw Black- 
stone, which Philip Bartle thinks will 
probably be the standard size ordered 
for Norfolk in the years ahead as 
power usage continues to rise. It was 
supposed to cost $250,000 when Coun¬ 
cil recommended that it be ordered, 
but by the time the administrative 
wheels finished turning in Australia, 
and a firm order was placed, the price 
had zoomed to $350, 000. Paying it 
off will add $40,000 a year to the 
costs of the electricity undertaking, 
but this will be affordable if the isl¬ 
and goes on wanting more power, as 
is expected. 


NEXT MONTH: 

• How much does Norfolk electricity 
vaty? Why won’t electric clocks keep 
time? 

• Five ways to keep your electricity 
bill from being too high. 

• Electricity or gas? Which costs 
more to use? 

• Three big changes that could cut 
the future cost of power for Norfolk. 

•Generate your own power? What 
does it really cost? 

• Electricity from wind power - 
would it work here? 
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(gOUNCIL J RANSCRIPT E=~- 

personalities bristle as Councillors debate Norfolk Island 
Airlines and the question of who speaks on behalf of Council 


THE MARCH Council meeting wasn’t 
notable for great accomplishments, 
but was unusual for its display of per¬ 
sonalities bristling at one another. 

No voices were raised but there were 
real tensions in the air. 

In our first excerpt, .Crs. Bathie and 
Bataille do their best to pin a "conflict 
of interest” charge on Cr,» Kfclntyre, 
who finds himself thrown onto the de¬ 
fensive right from the start. 

Cr. McIntyre: I gave notice of a cer¬ 
tain motion which I note has been 
listed for the closed session of Coun¬ 
cil. That was not my intention, Mr. 
Chairman. The motio*, to which I 
refer reads "That the Council supports 
the application of Norfolk Island Air¬ 
lines to take over the aiiline service 
operated to Norfolk Island by Qantas, 
and requests the Minister urgently to 
assist in this transfer". I would ask, 

Mr. Chairman, that that be brought 
forward to the open session. 

Chairman: I'll take a vote on it. May 
I have a motion... 

Cr. Bathie: Mr. Chairman, I raise 
to a point of order on the motion that 
Council has before it. I note it's a 
motion standing in the name of Cr. 
McIntyre, couched in the following 
terms... 

Chairman: Cr. Bathie, point of order 
please. If we're going to discuss this 
in open session, may I have a motion 
we remove it from closed session, to 
be dealt with here. 

Cr. Bathie: Well, all right... 

Chairman: 1 May I have a motion, 
please?. .Cr. McIntyre. Any second¬ 
er? 

Seconded by Cr. Bathie. All in fav¬ 
our? Unanimous. 

Cr. Bathie: Well Mr. Chairman, 
point of order. Council has... 

Chairman: May I ask the Official 
Secretary to read the notice of mo¬ 
tion that we're dealing with, please? 
Secretary: Notice of motion from 
Cr. J.D. McIntyre is "That the Coun¬ 
cil supports the application of Norfolk 
Island Airlines to take over the airline 
services operated to Norfolk Island by 
Qantas, and requests the Minister 
urgently to assist in this transfer". 
Chairman: Cr. Bathie, I think the 
letter you referred to appertains to 
this, in some respects. Would you 
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like it read, or... 

Cr. Bathie; Well, it's, no, well now 
wait, we're dealing with a notice of 
motion, that's my understanding. 
Chairman: Yes. 

Cr. Bathie: Well sir I raise to a point 
of order. The notice of motion stand¬ 
ing in the name of Cr. McIntyre that 
was just read out is out of order on 
two counts. That it is not in order 
with the requests contained in the- 
letter to Council from the Norfolk 
Island Airlines Limited . * • and 
on the second point, that in view of 
Cr. McIntyre's financial Interest, 
through the company Myee Limited, 
concerning Norfolk Island Airlines 
Limited, and also in that die firm of 
McIntyres, Solicitors, represents the 
Norfolk Island Airlines Limited, in 
view of any of these facts alone It is 
out of order; if not on legal grounds, 
then on the grounds of it being a high¬ 
ly improper and undesirable state of 
affairs that a Councillor should attempt 
to use the forum of this Council for 
their own convenience or purpose, be 
they personal or business-wise. 
Chairman: On your first point of 
order, Cr. Bathie, I think it is in 
order for the notice of motion. The 
airlines have asked for one thing, 

Cr. McIntyre's asked for another, in 
his notice of motion. On the second 
point of order --if Cr. McIntyre so 
wishes he can declare his interest, 
but it's not a form of contract as I 
can see it, therefore he's entitled to 
put the motion, and he's entitled to 
vote on it. Any further comment on 
the notice of motion? 

Cr. Bataille: Yes, Mr. Chairman... 

Cr. Bathie: I thought this matter of 
the notice of motion and correspon¬ 
dence was to be dealt jointly. That’s 
the first question I asked you, and you 
said you have it coming up on that. 
Well, sir, I beg to differ with you 
concerning -- we're dealing with a 
letter, and Cr. McIntyre’s motion in 
conjunction. Now let’s tale this 
letter, 3/1/23.,, 

Chairman: Well Cr. Bathie, we can 
deal with the letter separately, but 
where you've disagreed with the chair¬ 
man's correction on a notice of motion, 
disagreeing. I’ll have to put it to the 
Council. The Chairman of Committees 
will take the chair and we’ll take a 
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vote on the notice of motion. Your 
objection. Is that wfiat you wish? 

Cr. Bathie: It's just a point that I'm 
raising. I don't want to go to extremes, 
but if that's the only way out of it, well, 
what must be done must be done. 

Cr. McIntyre: If I understand the point 
of order, the first point of order -- I'll 
deal with them both if I may --the 
first point of order is that I have put ■ 
forward a motion which does not agree 
with a letter written by the airline it¬ 
self. If I might say in clarification of 
that, my motion did not rise out of 
their letter, and was not drafted with 
their letter ih front of me. In addition 
tcTtEai is my understanding of what 
was put to us by the airline when they 
met with Council in closed session. 

If Cr. Bathie disagrees with that, or 
■ thinks the motion would more properly 
express the intention or the airline by 
taking a different form, it does not 
open the way to a point of order on 
that ground for him, although it does 
entitle him to move such amendments 
as he thinks fit. The motion itself 
doesn’t fail on those grounds. As a 
matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, I 
could move a motion directly contrary 
to what the airline asked, and it would 
still be in order. There would be no 
question of its validity. 

Chairman: Yes. Any further comments? 
Cr. Smith: I would like clarification. 
Who are we dealing with? Norfolk 
Island Airlines Limited, or Myee's 
application, or business? Now there 
are two different letters relating to the 
same airline. Which is in order? 
Chairman: We're dealing with a 
1 letter from Norfolk Island Airlines. 

Cr. Snell: Regarding the part of the 
motion requesting the Minister urgent¬ 
ly to assist in the transfer of Qantas 
services to Norfolk Island Airlines, I'd 
just like to comment that I feel if 
Qantas should at any stage declare its 
intention to cease airline operations to 
Norfolk Island, then I feel Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Airlines should be given equal con¬ 
sideration as other applicants have been 
given consideration, that is TAA, 

Ansett and East-West Airlines, but I 
do not support this Council requesting 
an urgent transfer of Qantas services to 
Norfolk Island Airlines Limited, as we 
are well aware of the restrictions 
* placed on Qantas by the operation of 
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NORFOLK’S ONLY COMPLETE CAMERA STORE 

CAMERA Li N ES 


BIGGEST RANGE...MOST BRA NDS . . . U NB E AT A B LE PRICES ... PRO FES SIO NA L 
ADVICE. .. DAZZLING ARRAY OF A C CES SOR1 ES . . . COM PREH EN SIV E STOCK 
OF FILMS, BATTERIES AND OTHER CONSUMABLES. .. FAST PROCESSING... 
CAMERA CHECKS AND MINOR REPAIRS DONE IMMEDIATELY & FREE...COM 
PARATIVE MAINLAND PRICE BOOKS AVAILABLE. .. TRIPODS. .. PROJECTORS 
... FILTERS. .. LENSES. .. CASES & GADGET BAGS. .. ENLARGERS. .. DARK¬ 
ROOM SUPPLIES. .. SPECIALISTS IN SLR, AUTOMATICS AND 110 POCKETS 


save up to 50 % or more on CAMERAS FROM $30 - $2. 500 
Save UP tO 75% or more on FILTERS AND 0THER WANTED accessories 


sue,a*uutoy 1 apply 10mdi I APRIL ONLY: This coupon entitles you to a I 

you*stillTave2^°anVmore: | 1 « discount on any of our high-precision j 
I TELESCOPES frou 135 - 1299 i 

bility by return mall. ^ ^ j| 



‘ELVA’S ’ 



I S LAN D - OW N E D 


Our specialty is plenty of good Island food at a 
price suited to the family on a budget: 


Mon., Tues., Thurs. and Fri. a really nice four- 
course dinner, with a choice of six main dishes 
and four desserts — all for only 84 a person 

Sun. and Wed. night we have a fine Island Style 
smorgasbord and then show a current-run film, and 
it’s still only 84 a person. 


New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 








the DC-4s, but I still feel Norfolk Isl¬ 
and would not be where it is now with¬ 
out the DC-4s... 

Cr. McIntyre: Point of order,.. 

Cr. Snell: I was just speaking to the 
motion, Mr. Chairman, 1 can’t sup¬ 
port it on those grounds. 

Cr. McIntyre: We're not discussing 

the motion, we're discussing Cr. Bathie'$ 

motion. 

Chairman: I was going to pull you to 
order, Cr. Snell. We're talking on the 
point of order Cr. Bathie raised. 

Cr. Bathie: I'll let the motion go, 
but it hasn't had a seconder yet. 
Chairman: Is there any seconder to 
Cr. McIntyre's motion that the Coun¬ 
cil support... 

Cr. Bathie: No... ? 

Cr. McIntyre: What is the issue, Mr. 
Chairman? Are we taking Cr. Bathie’s 
points of order one .by one? 

Cr. Bathie: I'll withdraw my point of 
order and propose an amendment in 
keeping with the letter, 

Cr. McIntyre: I wish to reply to the 
other point raised by Cr. Bathie, that 
it is improper for me to bring forward 
a matter of Norfolk Island Airlines in 
this manner. That cannot be the 
case. If that were the case, Cr. Bathie 
would be prohibited from discussing 
the erection of a public toilet on the 
ground that he might use it. The 
question of interest can be made far 
too broad, Mr. Chairman. My inter¬ 
est in this, and it is the'first thing in 
my notes, that I am a director and a 
shareholder of a company that is it¬ 
self the owner of shares in Norfolk 
Island Airlines. There are over 25 
shareholders in Norfolk Island Airlines. 
Consequently any statutory require¬ 
ments that might arise if I held those 
shares personally would in any event 
be completely satisfied. All require¬ 
ments of the Norfolk Island Council 
Ordinance would have been met. In 
fact there is no impediment to me 
at law nor in proper conduct in bring¬ 
ing this matter forward. I am not 
grinding an axe for my own financial 
gain. I am in fact bringing thi s 
motion forward because I believe -- 
and I am prepared to argue, in proper 
debate in this Council -- that it is for 
the good of the Island. I have no hesi¬ 
tation in saying that I reject Cr. 

Bathie's claims that my motion is im¬ 
proper. I reject them completely. I 
reject also that a point of order can be 
brought on those grounds, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. , , 

Chairman: I'll have to get a secon¬ 
der to the motion. 

Cr. Bataille: Is Cr. McIntyre going to 
move the motion as a motion, and re¬ 
quest a seconder? 

Cr. McIntyre: The text of the motion 
has been read out, and I so move. 
Chairman' Anv seconder to the motion? 


Seconded by Cr. Snell. Any comments' 
Cr. Bataille: In regard to the structure 
of the motion and the mover of the 
motion, through you I’ll ask the mover 
of the motion if he will declare the 
structure of the company, and the 
shareholders, and who are the major 
shareholders in Norfolk Island Airlines, 
and whether he has a pecuniary in¬ 
terest in the matter. In the past, Mr. 
Chairman, it has been the custom 
here that when we have a pecuniary in¬ 
terest (in all matters on Norfolk Island 
we more or less have a pecuniary in¬ 
terest -- some of them are financial, 
some of them are not financial). I 
see this one, Mr. Chairman, on the 
notice of motion, that if there's a 
financial interest to anyone's gain, 
die ruling has been in die past by the 
previous chairman that it’s left to the 
consrience of the mover, or the speak¬ 
er. whether he speaks on the motion 
or not. But I think Mr. Chairman, in 
this case, there might be a reason for 
a direct ruling from the chair, when 
all the interests,are declared, and 
structure of the Norfolk Island Airline, 
the ruling should some from die chair 
whether die mover, or anyone here 
with a large financial interest in the 
Norfolk Island Airline, should be allow¬ 
ed to discuss the matter. 

Chairman: Thank you, Cr. Bataille. 

I think I’ve already made that point 
clear. There may be financial inter¬ 
est, but I can't see any contract in¬ 
volved, and 1 take it where there’s no 
contract involved the mover of the mo¬ 
tion is quite in order. He may speak 
to it. 


The dust then began to settle, and 
Cr. McIntyre outlined his reasons 
for believing NIA should have prompt 
and full endorsement. These inclu¬ 
ded: 

- Royal Commission evidence from 
several people convinced him the 
F-28 was the right aircraft for the 
Norfolk run. 

- NIA planned a schedule of 5 
flights a week to Sydney, 1 to Bris¬ 
bane and 2 to Auckland. 

- NIA said its operations could pay 
for the cost of maintaining the air¬ 
port. 

- He had seen an unconfirmed re¬ 
port that East-West Airlines had 

. abandoned its intention to buy an 
F-28, and had ordered two more 
F-27 propeller planes. "I don't 
know if this is true, " he said, but it 
could mean E-W is less able to res¬ 
pond to the Norfolk situation. 

- If NIA gets the run, it will be an 
Island-owned industry and more 
money will stay on the Island. 

Cr.. Bathie proposed an amendment 
tc the motion, recommending that 



IN PERSON : GUITARIST/FOLKSINGER DON REYNOLDS SINGS THE SONGS AND CHANTEYS OF OLD NORFOLK 


FOR THE BEST DUTY 

OfuM BOUTIQUE 

The House of 1 Fashion Imports" 

from Gfermany... 

KIO DAY AND EVENING WEAR 

from Paris... 

LANVIN FROCKS & BLOUSES 
LA'nCO'&E SKIN CARE - COSMETICS 
FIDJI and COURREGES PERFUMES 

from England... 

"SUSAN SMALL" 

DAY FROCKS & EVENING WEAR 
"GOR-RA Y" 

TARTAN & TWEED SKIRTS 
"DANNIMAC" RAINWEAR 
Welsh tapestry jackets 


PRICES ON NORFOLK 

fine china... 

ROYAL DOULTON 
ROYAL CROWN DERBY 
ROYAL WORCESTER 
MINTON 

F£*NTON AMERICAN GLASSWARE 
•WADE OF IRELAND 


menswear... 

LIBERT Y TIES & CRAVATS 
(pure silk & lawn) 

ENGLISH & SCOTTISH KNITWEAR 
SWIMWEAR SETS 
CASUAL SHIRTS FROM 
ENGLAND & HAWAII 
SLACKS, BELTS, CUFF LINKS ETC. 
BUXTON WALLETS 

100$ COTTON BATIK PRINTS 


FREE 


from Switzerland... 

GERRY GREEN PATIO FROCKS 
& CASUAL WEAR 
"CROYDOR" RAINWEAR 


from Finland... 

"MERRY FINN" COTTON CASUALS 

Polynesian Shop... 

CASUAL DAY, EVENING AND 
' SWIMWEAR FROM HAWAII 


GUY LAROCHE MEN’S AFTERSHAVE 
BALAFRE & DRAKKAR 


Masterpieces from around die globe - 

THE 

now located TOP OF THE VILLAGE" 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 
THE ISLAND HOME OF HI LLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 



f 

Restaurant 




It the Hlllcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 





MIA be given only what it had re- 
1 quested -- Council's support in ask¬ 
ing Minister Withers to use his good 
offices to see that NIA is given a 
fair hearing by the Minister for 
Transport. 

This amendment was generally sup¬ 
ported, with most of Council feel¬ 
ing it was premature to give total 
support to NIA's taking over the ser¬ 
vice at this time. Cr. Ryves men¬ 
tioned the importance of having an 
airline with wide booking services 
on the mainland, to promote Norfolk 
tourism. Cr. McKenzie said he was 
concerned that a one-operator, one- 
aircraft air service could fal 1 into 
some difficulty, which would leave 
Norfolk in trouble. Cr. Smith said 
he supported NIA in principle, but 
didn’t think Council should rush in¬ 
to it. Cr. Snell said Norfolk was 
fortunate to have Qantas, but that 
i if Qantas should ever declare its in¬ 
tention to quit he thought NIA should 
be given every opportunity to take 
their place. Cr. Bataille said he 
felt more r esearch was needed be¬ 
fore he would want to commit him¬ 
self one way or the other. He also 
mentioned the DC-4’s excellent 
safety record, and said he felt a 
fare reduction would benefit the Isl¬ 
and more than a few individuals' 
j having the chance to invest in NIA. 


? The amendment was passed and be- 
| came the motion, which was passed 
1 unanimously - - thus giving NIA 
; what is probably about as much sup- 
j port as Council can usefully give it 
- at this stage. 


I THE POSITION OF "Chairman of 
! Committees" is the highest office 
an Island resident can reach through 
democratic elections. The Coun¬ 
cillor holding the position sits at 
the head Council table, alongside 
the Chairman, who is the Admini¬ 
strator of the day. He has many 
special responsibilities and powers, 
but does not have the power to 
speak for Council as a whole. 

This was a sore point in the March 
meeting. 

It began in the reviewing of the 
previous meeting's minutes -- usu¬ 
ally a dry section of the proceed¬ 
ings. In February Cr. Bataille had 
spoken of the good work being done 
by Norfolk’s volunteer Magistrates, 
saying he thought press criticism of 
them was unwarranted. Cr. McIn¬ 
tyre wasn’t happy with the way the 
minutes of the meeting read. 


Cr. McIntyre: Page 19, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, under the heading "Local Magis 7 
trates". Councillor Bataille said he 


would like to place on record Coun¬ 
cil's appreciation^. .1 think Cr. 


Bataille said he would like to place 
on record "his" appreciation. 

Chairman: Is that correct, Cr. Bat¬ 
aille? 

Cr. Bataille: Well I did say "Coun¬ 
cil's appreciation" - if there is any ob¬ 
jection --it was never put to a vote, 

Mr. Chairman, it was a remark. I 
thought it was Council's appreciation 
of the work — and my appreciation as 
well... 

Chairman: Is it Council's wish that the 
word "Council’s" be deleted, and the 
word "his" added? 

Cr. McIntyre: The matter was not 
debated, Mr. Chairman, neither were 
the pros and cons expressed. I would 
assume that in the circumstances it 
would be appropriate just to note that 
it was Cr. Bataille's appreciation. 

Cr. Bathie: Well, sir, I support the 
remarks of Cr. Bataille. I don't know 
about other Councillors. I'm pre¬ 
pared to have it "the Council". The 
only way to settle it, in view of the 
fact that it wasn’t put to the vote, 
without any debate, let's put it to the 
vote, and find out whether it's Coun¬ 
cil's view, or just an independent view. 
Cr. McIntyre: That would be a diff¬ 
erent issue, Mr. Chairman, since 
what I'm drawing attention to is a 
matter in the minutes, not a question 
of the ... 

Chairman: Correct. (To Cr. Bataille): 
You want it changed? 

Cr. Bataille: Well that’s what I said, 
that's what I meant. That was the in¬ 
tention, that it was Council’s appre¬ 
ciation. And It was never put to the 
vote, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman: Do you want the word 
"Council's" altered to yours? 

Cr. Bataille: No, I'd leave it as is. 

That was the intention. 

Cr. McIntyre: That seems to bring up 
the question of when somebody speaks 
for Council. This is the point I’m rais¬ 
ing. 

Chairman: Correct. It must be by the 
voice of Council on vote, if we're go¬ 
ing to express the thing. I have not 
conveyed anything to anybody on it. 

But it could be raised later if Council 
wants to pass a motion. 

Cr. Bataille: I think Mr. Chairman if 
I may say so, as long as it's recorded 
in the minutes, that's all that I was 
concerned about, that it be a record in 
the minutes that Council does appre¬ 
ciate the work being done by the local 
magistrates, and think it quite appro¬ 
priate, Mr. Chairman, that it should 
be Council's appreciation, and not my 
personal appreciation. If I felt that 
way inclined I would have done so per¬ 
sonally. 

Chairman: Yes. Cr. Bataille, I take 
your point, but I think Cr. McIntyre's 
correct. I can only record "the Coun¬ 
cil’s" by a Council vote. We can bring 
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the matter up later if you would like to. 

I And it was brought up later, at the j 
end of the open session. ? 

Cr. Bataille: In view of the comments 
by Councillors in regards to the min¬ 
utes, Mr. Chairman, regarding local 
Magistrates, I now move that Council 
places on work its appreciation of the 
sterling work being done by our. local 
Magistrates... they give their time 
willingly and freely, and it's quite 
time-consuming... on a voluntary basis. 
Chairman: Is there a seconder? Cr. 
Bathie. Any comments? 

Cr. McIntyre: It's undoubtedly true 
that these people deserve credit for 
die time and die work they give. 

There's a danger where a body such as 
this --a representative body, shall we 
say, or a political body - -starts express¬ 
ing approval of the conduct of the 
Magistracy, they create a pressure, as 
it were, they create the impression, 
that the Magistracy are doing things in 
a manner which the Council approves of, 
giving rise perhaps to the possibilities of 
negative implications when the Coun¬ 
cil doesn't comment on what's happen¬ 
ing in the Magistracy. It seems to me, 
Mr. Chairman, that as a judicial arm 
of Government, it's a good idea if 
neither the Magistracy, nor the Admin¬ 
istration, nor this Council, spend time 
congratulating each other, but instead 


conduct their business independently of 
each other, each doing its job as it 
sees it best and properly. I don't be¬ 
lieve we should record officially that 
we approve the job being done by the 
Magistrates for that reason; I don’t 
think we should create an atmosphere 
in which congratulations are necessary. 
None of us seriously disagrees with the 
import of the thing. The only thing is, 
should the Magistrates turn around and 
congratulate us, as a Council? 1 don't 
think they should; I don't think it's 
proper of them. And I don't think we 
should congratulate rhe Supreme Court 
either; I don't think the Supreme Court 
should congratulate us. We can appre¬ 
ciate each other, and we can all agree 
that we work hard. We can all agree 
that we do a pretty good job, or that 
we don't, as the case may be. Form¬ 
ally to express these things in a mo¬ 
tion introduces an element of pressure 
and of feeding off each other, in a 
way; of a relationship, the one between 
the other, that may even suggest that 
one is the instrument of the other, 
which is not the case of course. For 
that reason 1 would oppose the mo¬ 
tion, Mr. Chairman, not because I 
think the Magistracy aren't doing a 
good job, but because I don't think 
it’s the Council's place to propose it, 
any more than I think we should ex¬ 
pect the sentiments to be reciprocated. 
Cr. Bathie: Mr. Chairman, I support 


the motion. It's not with the view, 
to put it in very blunt terms, that we're 
trying to wet in each other's pockets, 
for the purpose of patting each other on 
the back. But there have been some 
very caustic comments passed in the 
community concerning Magistrates, 
which have been unjustified, and un¬ 
warranted, and 1 think a full disclosure 
of the facts would reveal that die 
Magistrates are doing a job, a job 
that must be done in the community, 
and therefore I think it's right and' 
proper that Council appreciates and 
understands the job that they're doing 
in the community.,,. 

Cr. Ryves: Sir, I believe there is good 
on both sides of the argument. I think 
our Magistrates, by their performance, 
don't need our congratulations. The 
type of criticism of the Magistrates that 
has come in the press to me is not worth 
even attempting to consider. It's the in¬ 
dividual's right to make this criticism, 
but we don't have to consider it. I think 
the Magistrates can stand on their own. 

I think it’s inherent that we appre¬ 
ciate what they're doing. Therefore, 
sir, I don't propose to support the mo¬ 
tion. 

Chairman: No further comments? I'll 
put the motion. All in favour? Cr. 
Bataille, Cr. Bathie, Cr. McKenzie. 
Against? Cr. Smith, Cr. McIntyre, Cr. 
Snell, Cr. Ryves. The motion is lost. 


nxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxwxx; 

^ ★ Margaret Fulton in Woman's Day; N* 


★ Johnny Walker in The Johnny Walker Cookbook: 
"... a young couple started a restaurant 
and put die finishing touch to Norfolk Island 
as a perfect holiday place... Paddy and Dick 
.... have a cocktail bar where they serve 
brilliant concoctions using the juice from die 
local fruit, and a good wine list... 

"If you're going their way, remember their 
interesting and refreshingly localised menu.* 


"Food at the Garrison Restaurant is of world \ 
standard. It is refreshing to visit a restaurant \ 
where the hosts use the best and freshest of \ 
local foods and add the touch of magic which \ 
only good cooks can." ^ 

★ Neil Ainsworth in Qantas Airways; ^ 

"The Garrison restaurant is well worth an \ 

evening or two... The food is delightfully \ 

different with the emphasis on local products." \ 




dr Jean Tennant in The Australian: 

"At the Garrison, all sorts of original 
dishes prepared from the local produce by 
‘ Paddy Cavill... Let's hope the good and 
original thrive!" 


★ Kevon Kemp in The National Times : 

"... Paddy and Dick Cavill have already 


of their own, created from the specialties 
of the island itself. 1 ' 


G the . 

arnson 


hNORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 


V our distinguished a la carte menu only on Wed.through Sat.; please book-2073 o 
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HOURS 


POST OFFICE : Open 8. 54am-I2.30pm 
and 1.15pm-5pm weekdays only. (Yes, 
8 . 54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it's an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 60 a word to Australia or NZ. 

30 NP STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
Tpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

■ Sy appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 

to 5pm Fri. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
10am-lpm and 2pm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; The Milk 
Par 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8„32pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ ; Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
<»dge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5. 30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



ESPECIALLY FOR NORFOLK VISITORS --- 

8 -PAGE LIFT-OUT 

keep it with you*. 


Packed with 
Tourist Information! 


Welcome to Norfolk! 


WE HOPE NORFOLK ISLAND will 
please you. 

The people of the Island have a 
plain, direct but gentle outlook on 
life. They will be glad to help you. 
if you are plain, direct and gentle 
also -- and not in too much of a 
city hurry. 

You may have your days already 
filled with plans for the time of 
your visit, but if you haven't we 
would like to offer three suggest¬ 
ions. 

Try to learn a little of Norfolk’s 
history, which is unique. There 
are two separate threads: one of 
the early colonial era, when the 
Island was the second British settle¬ 
ment in the Pacific; the other be¬ 
ginning with the mutiny on "The 
Bounty" and going through Pitcairn 
Island. 

Get out and see the Island, as 
many comers of it as you can. It 
is varied, charming, and memor¬ 


able. 

And some of the time, use old 
means of getting places; walk, or 
ride a horse. Enjoy yourself: 


PITCAIRN ANO NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 


Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


BEST BUYS 


YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Duncombe Bay Garage; "Casio minia¬ 
ture calculators - - on sale at several 
of Norfolk's best shops. ” 

Prentice's; "Wonderful hand-carved 
teak and camphorwood chests and 
tables. But they will go very fast. " 
Burns Philp : "'Silit' German enamel¬ 
led cookware, from $2.70 to $21.70" 


Martin's Agencies; "Remington elec¬ 
tric shavers and hot. combs --at 
good shops in Burnt Pine." 

The Milk Bar; "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers, four evenings 
a week, planes permitting." 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
items from China, because of our 
long-standing connection with China." 
Proud's; "Omega watches." 
International Duty-Free; "A tremen- 
dous range of 'Adidas' sport shoes, 
just off the ship. " 

Cameralines: "AgfaColour CNS-135 
film, 12 exposures, two for $1. 99.’’ 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.- International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 
^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 


ANSON BA - 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


ADCW 7 niVC 7 Ofl Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UiLN f UATu 1*011 am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs_teas 

and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




MIGRATING 

IF NORFOLK ISLAND turns out to be 
the "island paradise" you’ve always been 
looking for, and you decide you'd like 
to live here, you’ll find a tangled road 
ahead. 

The Island has its own Immigration 
laws, and (except for people who were 
born here and are returning) no new¬ 
comers are currently being admitted to 
live on Norfolk permanently. 

You may buy freehold property, but 
owning it doesn't entitle you to live on 
it. Buying a business doesn't mean auto¬ 
matic entry, either - particularly if the 
present owners intend to stay on the Isl¬ 
and. Australian citizenship doesn't 
mean you can stay, even though Nor¬ 
folk is a Territory governed by Austral¬ 
ia. 

These are the categories set out by law 
and current policy: 

- Permanent resident status is conferred 
by being bom here; or by action of the 
Administrator, after five years of living 
on the Island. 

- Enter-and-Remain permits; granted 

to settlers intending to remain permanent¬ 
ly, and hoping to be classed as Residents 
after five years. There is currently a 
stop-order on the issuance of any further 
such permits. 

: Temporary Entry Permits: granted to 
an individual and his family for a period 
of six months, if the person is needed to 
fill a particular job on the Island. Sub¬ 
ject to renewal every six months, and 
cancellable if the person ceases to hold 
the position he or she was admitted to 
fill. 

-Visitors' Entry Cards: good for 30 
days only. Can usually be renewed once 
for a further 30 days,, but this is not auto¬ 
matic. 


CHANNER’S 

CORNER FLATS 

P.O.Box235, Norfolk Island 

Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 

Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 


IN BLOOM 


APRIL IS NOT the best month to see 
bushes and flowers in bloom on Nor¬ 
folk but there are some. Disregard 
the Lantana which seems to be at its 
best now but is really a noxious weed 
on Norfolk. The Guava, both red 
and yellow (Psidum guajava and 
Rhodomyrtus psidioides) are still bear¬ 
ing fruit and this has been a fine sea¬ 
son. There have been more guava 
jelly making sessions than last year. 
The wild lemons on either side of the • 
road up to Mt. Bates are still abun¬ 
dant and you will enjoy die fragrance. 
Wandering around the island you will 
see mauve and dark blue Convolvulus 
creepers which flower freely every¬ 
where but prefer sunny places. 

The famous Norfolk "Match Me If You 
Can" or Caliphar Varigata is the strik¬ 
ing hedge you see enclosing so many 
of the island homes. Another pretty 
hedge is the delicate pink and white 
Phillanthus Rosea. All of these grow 
from cuttings which island dwellers 
give to one another with great affec¬ 
tion as almost everyone loves garden¬ 
ing here. It is a way of life. 

Our beautiful Norfolk Pine (Arau¬ 
caria heterophylla) grows to a maxi¬ 
mum of 180 feet. This year it is ex¬ 
pected that there will be a very fine 
crop of pine seed. The Norfolk Pine 
cone which drops to the ground breaks 
open as it hits the earth and the seed 
pods splay out and scatter. Parrots 
come along and pick up the pods and 
put them in their mouths and on chew - 
ing can instantaneously tell whether 
there is a seed inside or not. If there 
is it eats it. Some people make a 
small business of picking pine seed 
from the ground which is then shipped 
overseas, but they have to beat the 
parrots. 

The Hibiscus are beautiful now -- 
many people have imported varieties 
-- these can be propagated with local 
ones with unusual effects. Interesting 
to know is that the White Oak is act¬ 
ually of the Hibiscus family. It flower* 
in the summer months, a beautiful 
pink bloom. 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars. 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SOOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't... " on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

- When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

-If you are a spearfisherman. find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

-When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet”. If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am, Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am ( Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Father Des Scanlon is ill as we go to 
press; no services for the time being. 
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4 


Rile 6.30, set 6.12 
L0501 H1134 
L1720 H2353 


• Church services 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 


1790; King returns to 
Sydney after starting 
N.I. colony in 1788. 


5 Rise 6.30, set 6.11 
L0541 

H1212 L1802 
•Housie(LC) 
•Film(Nlk) 
•Sm'b'd(SP) 
•Yoga(Scl7.3 Op) 


6 Rise 6.31, set 6.10 
HQ033 L0627 
H1253 L1850 

•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

1788: Lt. King issues 
orders for Norfolk. 


7 Rise 6.31, set 6. 09 
H0115 L0719 M\ 
H1336 LI944 

• Council meeting(A2.00p) 
•School sailing(EB1.00p) 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

•RSL womens aux(RSL8. OCp 


OLA I Rise 6.34. set 6. 04 
li || H0442 L1106 
H1721 L2331 
•Church Services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 


12 


Rise 6.34. set 6 

H'i-f " 

L1203 H1830 
•Housie(LC) 
•Film(Nlk) 
•Sm’b’d(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.30p) 


13 


Rise 8.35, set 6.02 
L0029 H0656 
L1259 H1933 


•Com'd’nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•FilmsfPds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

1789: Very heavy S.W. 
gale. 


H| Rise 6. 35, set 6. 01 
IH" L0125 H0755/”“'\ 
L1353 H2029'v w / 
•School sailing(EBl. OOp) 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•FilmfPds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

1835: Guinea fowl, once 
numerous, reported 
"quite extinct". 


18 


Rise 6.38, set 5.57 
L0453 H1121 
L1716 H2351 


EASTER 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 
1921: HM Cable Ship 
"Iris" arrives to re¬ 
pair the cable. 


19 


Rise 6. 38. set 5. 56 
L0548 

H1211 L1812 


PUBLIC HOUDAY 
• Easter rices(GCll. 30a) 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm’b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.3Op) 


20 


Rise 6.39, set 5. 55 
H0041 L0648 
H1302 L1913 


•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 


1797: First bottle of 


sugar cane spirits dis¬ 
tilled on Pitcairn. 


21 


Rise 6.40, set 
H0133 L0750/1& 
H1354 12014 \J|' 


•School sailing(EBl, 00p) 
•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

•Womens bowls Trophy day 


25 


Rise 6.42. set 5.50 
H0520 L1126 
H1750 12348 


26 


Rise 6.43, set 5.49 
H0617 

L1213 H1846 


• Church services 

• Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

• Pitcairn Praise service 

(MC7.30p) 

ANZAC DAY 


•Housie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm’h'd(SP) 
•Yoga(Scl 7.3Op) 


27 


Rise 6.43, set 5.48 
L0037 H0709 
L1259 Hi934 


•Com'd’nts Dinner(G7.30p)' 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 


O ft ^ 6 * set 5 ' 4 

SbO L0123 H0754 
L1343 H2018 

•School sailing(EBl. OOp) 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV) ' 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


1789: The mutiny on 
The Bounty. 









CALENDAR £ 


THU 

*f Rise 6.28, set 6.15 
1 L0314 H0947 
L1531 H2204 
• Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 

1931; Francis Chichester 
flies off to Lord Howe 


8 Rise 6.32, set 6. 07 
H0159 L0815 
H1422 12037 
• Island dinner(BH) 
•HousiefLC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30) 

1835: Pine measured on 


Mt. Pitt with 29| ft. 
circumference. 


15 


Rise 6.36, set 6. 00 
L0219 H0850 
L1442 H2122 


•Island dinner(BH) 

•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film (RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary(SP6.30p) 


a-% Rise 6. 40, set 5.51 
(HL. tCL H0229 L0850 
$1449 12113 

• Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6. 30p) 

1856: "Morayshire" 
arrives at Pitcairn 


29 


Rise 6. 44, set 5. 46 
L02 06 H 0836 4^ 
L1423 H2057^P 


• Island dinner(BH) 
•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 

• Housie(LC) 


FRI 

2 Rise 6.29, set 6.14 
L0349 H1022 
L1606 H2239 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


1844: Norfolk no longer 
a dependency of N.S. W. 


SAT 

3 Rise 6.29,set 6.13 
L0424 H1057 
' L1642 H2316 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

•Gun club shootfSWl. OOp) 


9 Rise 6.33, set 6. 06 
H0247 L0913 
H1514 12137 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


io 


Rise 6.33. set 6. 05 
H0341 L1009 
H1613 12234 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Paddys mkt(PH9.00a) 
. 1790: 625 mutton birds 
caught on Mt. Pitt; 
soon 2, 000 a day aver¬ 
age. 


*| Rise 6.37, set 5.56 
I O L0310 H0942 
L1534 H2212 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY - 
GOOD FRIDAY 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open nigbt(Pds) 

1789: 3 acres of wheat 
sown at Arthur's Vale. 


17 


Rise 6.37. set 5. 58 
L0401 H1032 
L1624 H2302 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


23 


Rise 6.41, set 5. 52 
H0321 L0945 
H1547 12208 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open nightfPds) 


24 


Rise 6.41, set 
H0419 L1037 
H1648 122- 


5.51 


• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. 00p) 


•Paddys mkt(PH9.00a) 


30 


Rise 6.45, set 5.45 
L0246 H0914 
L1501 H2134 


• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open night(Pds) 

1921: Re-opening of 
Norfolk Is. Rifle Club. 



NORFOLK ISLAND | 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 
set -Sunset 
H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

a - a.m. 

p - p.m. 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 
BC - Bowling Club 
BCP - Bicentennial Park 
BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 
Scl - N. I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 




NORFOLK weekdays transmission starts 7 am 
RADIO Radio Australia News at 7.30,8.30,1pm, 2pm, 3.30pm 

Local notices/weather at 7.40,8.40,10.00,noon,1.10pm 


VISITORS planning to buy a radio 
should buy it early and listen to our 
unique local station, VL2NI, at 
1570 on the dial. If you want news 
about Australia or NZ you won't get 
much from the Radio Australia re¬ 


lay, which is mainly a diplomatic 
house organ. Toward dark on most 
days you can begin getting quite 
good reception of mainland radio 
stations -- face the radio toward 
the station for best results. 


ANNOUNCERS include Tony Arnold, 
Toon Buffett, Daphne Heyman, 

Beryl Lackey, Kathy LeCten, Ivan 
Milton, Sylvia Ryves, George Smith 
and Paul Towers. Ring 2137 (not 
while the announcer is talking, 
please) for requests. 


SUNDAY 

Transmission commences 
4. 00 Light Music 

5.30 Radio Aust. News 

6. 00 Comedy 

6.30 Music & Story for 

Young People 

7. 00 Evening Prog, includes 

Children's Story, Fea¬ 
ture, Drama, Classi¬ 
cal Music 
CLOSE - 10pm 
Monday 

9.15 Music Roundabout 

10. 05 Beach Boys Story 
10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Concert Half Hour 
11.30 Classical Showcase 
12.10 Light drama series 
CLOSE - 4pm 

TUESDAY 

9.15 Comedy Half Hour 
10. 05 Music from Shows 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Drama 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
CLOSE - 4pm 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 Drama 


APRIL FLIGHTS-— 

QANTAS AIR N. Z. N. I. AIRLINES 
From To' From To From To 

Syd. Syd. Akl. Akl. Bne. Bne. 

Thl - - 11.00 12.15 5.15 8.30* 

F2 - - 11.00 12.15 - 

53 1.45 2.45 11.00 12.15 5.30*8.30 

54 4.15 5.05 11.00 12.15 5.15 8.30* 

M5 - - 11.00 12.15 - 8.30 

T6. 

W7 1.45 .2.45 11.00 12.15 2.30* - 

Th8 - - 11.00 12.15 5.15 8.30* 

F9 - - 11.10 12.15 

510 1.45 2.45 11.00 12.15 5.30*8.30 

511 4.15 5.05 11.00 12.15 5.15 8.30* 

M12 - - 11.00 12.15 - 8.30 

T13 . 

W14 1.45 2.45 11.00 12.15 2.30* - 


10.45 Morning Serial 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 
2. 00 (First Wed. of month 
only)N.I. Council 
Meeting. 

6. 00 pm Evening Prog. 
Pick of the week. 

Includes Comedy, Drama, 
Book Review, 'Scope'. 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of the Arts 
10. 05 Drama Series 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

1.15 S.D. A. Programme 
CLOSE - 4pm 


FRIDAY 

9.15 Music Feature 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.15 Church of England Prog. 
CLOSE - 4 pm 
SATURDAY 

Transmission commences 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Pop Feature Prog. 

12. 00 & 12. 40 Local News 
12. 05 Requests 

6. 00 Moving Music 
CLOSE - 9pm 


From To From 
Syd. Syd. Akl. 
Thl5 - - 11.00 

FI6 1.45 2.45 11.00 

517 1.45 2.45 11.00 

518 4.15 5.05 11.00 

Ml9 1.45 2.45 11.00 
T20 

W21 1.45 2.45 11.00 
Th22 - - 11.00 

F23 - - 11.00 

524 1.45 2.45 11.00 

525 4.15 5.05 11.00 

M2 6 - - 11.00 

T27 - - - 

W28 - - 11.00 

Th29 1.45 2.45 11.00 
F30 - - 11.00 


To From • To 

Akl. Bne. Bne. 

12.15 5.15 8.30* 

12.15 

12.15 5.30* 8.30 

12.15 5.15 8.30* 

12.15 - 8.30 

12.15 2.30* - 

12.15 5.15 8.30* 

12.15 

12.15 5.30* 8.30 

12.15 5.15 8.30* 

12.15 - 8.30 

12.15 2.30* - 

12.15 5.15 8.30* 

12.15 


SHIPPING- 

BECAUSE OF THE LIMITED volume 
of cargo in and out of Norfolk, ship¬ 
ping services are subject to altera¬ 
tion of dates and voyage routes. 
Schedules shown here are approximate. 
COMPAGNIE DE CHARGEURS CALE- 
DONIENS operates a four-weekly 
cargo service from Onehunga, N. Z. 
and a four-weekly service from Sydney. 
The Company is also able to bring 
cargo from Lord Howe Island on its 
way from Sydney. Passenger berths 
are sometimes available; generally 
Norfolk Island residents are given 
priority for them. 

CCC's Norfolk agents are South Pacif¬ 
ic Shipping Co. (tel. 2018 or 2131). 

In Sydney, Hetherington Kingsbury 
(tel.27-1671). In Auckland, Maritime 
Services Ltd. (tel. 75509). 


KARLANDER (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. 
operates the M.V. Tauloto II on a 
monthly cargo service from Sydney. 
The vessel then continues to Suva, 
Nuku'alofa and back to Sydney. 
Passenger berths sometimes available 
but Tongan residents are given prior¬ 
ity and usually take them. 

Karlander's agents in Norfolk are 
Martin's Agencies (tel. 2021). In 
Sydney, Karlander's office is at 19 
Pitt Street (tel. 27-6301). 
SOFRANE-UNILINES Groupement D'- 
Interet Economique operates a four- 
weekly cargo service, currently with 
the M.V. Oriental Surveyor, from 
Auckland and Tauronga, N. Z. The 
vessel continues from Norfolk to 
other islands, usually including New 
Caledonia and the New Hebrides. 


•calls at L. Howe 


Sofrane's agents in Norfolk are Nor¬ 
folk Transport Services (tel. 2181). 

In N.Z. the company has its own 
office at 42 Customs Street (tel. 73279). 
MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
chafer to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo¬ 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES from Australia 
are $65. 50 per cubic metre or $65. 50 
per tonne for general cargo, and $80.20 
per cubic metre for refrigerated cargo-- 
these rates plus a 6. 5 °lc bunker surcharge. 
From New Zealand general cargo rate 
is $NZ55. 56 per cubic metre and re¬ 
frigerated cargo is $NZ74.72 per metre. 
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Building a better Norfolk shipping service 


OUR SIX-POINT PROGRAM FOR SERVING NORFOLK BEST -- 


1 WE HAVE SHIPS OF THE RIGHT SIZE, EQUIPPED WITH CARGO- 
HANDLING GEAR SUITED TO NORFOLK UGHTERAGE REQUIREMENTS 


, OUR CREWS REALLY CARE ABOUT THE CONDITION OF YOUR SHIP- 
, MENT. THEY LIKE TO SEE IT COME ABOARD IN GOOD ORDER, 
AND THEY LIKE TO SEE IT LEAVE THE SHIP IN GOOD ORDER. 


3 IT IS CCC COMPANY POLICY TO MAKE A CONTINUOUS EFFORT 
TO DOVETAIL THE COMPLICATED PACIFIC SHIPPING SITUATION 
IN A WAY THAT WILL BRING SHIPS REGULARLY AND FREQUENTLY 
TO NORFOLK. 

4 OUR AGENTS ARE INSTRUCTED TO GIVE REALISTIC INFORMATION 
ON LOADING, SAILING AND ARRIVAL DATES -- AND OUR SYSTEM 
OF FREQUENT INTERNATIONAL PHONE COMMUNICATIONS HELPS 
ASSURE THIS INFORMATION IS KEPT CURRENT. 


5 IT IS CCC POLICY TO GIVE SERIOUS, PROMPT ATTENTION TO 
QUERIES, CLAIMS AND REQUESTS. 

6 AN INTERNATIONAL TEAM OF FOUR MEN IS AT YOUR SERVICE TO 
PROVIDE EVERY ASSISTANCE; JOHN BREKELMAN IN SYDNEY ( AT 
HETHER1NGTON KINGSBURY - PHONE 27 1671); TONY BOYLE IN 
AUCKLAND (AT MARITIME SERVICES - PHONE 75509); and GEOFF 
BENNETT (2018) AND KEN NOBBS (2131) IN NORFOLK. 

You can help build better service by- 


1 MAKING CCC YOUR BASIC SHIPPING SERVICE AND USING US 
WHEREVER PRACTICAL, MORE VOLUME MEANS MORE RELIABLE 
SHIPPING SERVICE. 

2 TELLING US WHAT YOU WANT. WE'LL TRY OUR BEST TO 
PROVIDE IT. 


CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 



BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCCs agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 
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GUARANTEE: N.Z. FISHER & PYKEL AUST. HACO 



Happy Birthday, Dear Norfolk... 

Island will be about 2,800,000 this year 


A DELIGHTED audience last month 
heard Mr. Bob Creelman of the 
School of Earth Sciences at Macquarie 
University tell how Norfolk probably 
began. He spoke under the auspices 
of the Norfolk Museum Trust. Here 
is some of his intriguing talk. 


THE GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES have 
found from the 1960s, their uni¬ 
fying theme. Those of you who have 
studied biology have leaned very 
heavily on classifications of animals, 
classifications of plants -- the system - 
isation of the things that you see in 
animals and plants. Geology for 
many, many years never had this full 
unifying theme. We had systems of 
classification, all right, but they 
tended to change each decade. 

We had people who worked with 
fossils, and people who worked with 
rocks, and even they were divided in¬ 
to those who worked with sedimen¬ 
tary rocks and those who worked with 
igneous rocks. But there was never 
really a theme in geology that link¬ 
ed all these things together. 

This came in about 1966, when a 
roup of scientists met in the United 
tates, and suddenly realised that 
they had within their grasp a theory 
of the evolution of the earth which 
was one that could relate all the vari¬ 
ous aspects of the geological science. 

The theory is referred to as the 
theory of plate techtonics. It was not 
a new thing; there was about 1912 a 
German polar explorer, geophysi ♦ 
cist, physicist --he was a man of 
many parts -- called Alfred Wegner. 

He proposed that in fact continents 
were drifting islands, and tended to 
move (or tended to have moved) in 
geological time over the crust of the 
earth. 

He wasn't received very well, It 
was a very outlandish proposal at 
this particular time and place. To 
add insult to injury, in the 1920s a 
very eminent British geophysicist 
wrote a very learned and very long 
paper that calculated that to be able 
to do this you would have to have 
some movement below the crust in a 
section of the earth called the mantle. 
He proved, with his very elegant mathe¬ 
matics, that this was absolutely im¬ 
possible. 

So poor Wegner, who had died some¬ 
time during the first World War, was 
supposedly put to rest, permanently, 
with his theory. 


But during the second World War. 
particularly in the operations that took 
place in the Nor* Atlantic, it was dis¬ 
covered that magnetic deviations 
across the Atlantic were rather odd; 
you seemed to get a few miles of one 
deviation, specifically in one direction 
of your compass, and then it swung to 
another, and swung to another. Then 
you reached the area in the Atlantic 
where there is a little shallow sea, 
called the North Atlantic Ridge; and 
going across to the other side you seem 
to have a strange pattern reminiscent 
of what you've just come across. 

Ships and aircraft had this. 

In the International Geophysical 
Year, which took place about 1958, 
it was decided by a number of author¬ 
ities, from the United States, and 
Britain, and some European scientists, 
to investigate this; and it appeared 
there was a very regular pattern change 
across the North Atlantic. They said 
"It seems there’s something very 
strange about the ocean basins. We’ve 
always assumed that perhaps under¬ 
neath these deep oceans the crust Is 
somewhat the same as what we have on 
our continents -- that which we can 
see." 

There was a strange grid pattern 
that emerged, across the North Atlan¬ 
tic and across the South Atlantic. It 
was decided that this needed investi¬ 
gation by trying to get hold of some 
form of sample of the ocean floor it¬ 
self, and just see if the commonly- 
held idea that the oceans were some¬ 
what the same as the continents was 
actually true. 

So in the early 1960s a ship, the 
Glomar Challenger, put to sea. (The 
ship was a great technological achieve¬ 
ment; it was able to read its position 
exactly from several points on land, 
it was equipped with several engines 
and propellors facing in several direc¬ 
tions, and with the use of computers 
it could start and stop these engines 
saas to stay dead level and main¬ 
tain a precise position in the ocean. 

It could then sink a long string of 
drill rods all the way to the ocean 
floor, and drill kilometres into the 
floor.) 

It found that the basalt rock be¬ 
neath the ocean was very young -- 
they could not find material any¬ 
where under any of the oceans that 
was any older than about 120 million 
years. And it has been known since 
the early days of geology that we've 


been looking at incredibly ancient 
rocks when we look at the continents — 
the oldest rock dated in the world, in 
South Africa, is about 5, 500 million 
years. In Central Australia we have 
rocks that have been dated at about 
4, 000 million years. 

Considerable parts of the ocean were 
even younger than 120 million years — 
some parts around the ridges dating 
only some hundreds of thousands of 
years... 

And then it all came together. Due 
to the work of many scientists, it was 
suddenly realised that what Wegner 
was saying -- the fact that the contin¬ 
ents were able to move -- appeared to 
be a fact. There was now a mechan¬ 
ism by which you could explain the 
movement of continents. This was the 
plate techtonics theory. 

It says that the whole crust of the 
earth is made up of a number of separ¬ 
ate, rigid plates. 

The "Australian plate” is one of 
these." ' “ 

The outer edge of the A ustralian 
plate goes right through the middle of 
New Zealand, at the alpine fault; 
runs out the Tonga-Kermadec Trench; 
turns in a little south of Fiji; runs 
across and turns up again to the New 
Hebrides; goes up through the top of 
New Guinea; around through New 
Guinea; runs through the Celebes; 
underneath Sumatra; right out to near 
India; then back down between Aust¬ 
ralia and Africa close to Africa; then 
back between Australia and Antarctica; 
then again to where we started, just 
south of the South Island of New Zeal¬ 
and. 

We think that about 40 million 
years ago. New Zealand was rafted off 
from Australia and pushed off to where 
it is now. (New Zealanders are very 
disappointed to hear that New Zealand 
was once pan of Australia. That is a 
biner pill to swallow.) 

Some of the sediments around Sydney 
appear to correlate with some of the 
sedimentary rocks which ate on Lord 
Howe Island -- once it was connected — 
with Sydney. 

Norfolk Island was also probably 
part of the Lord Howe Rise, and that 
Rise was probably connected to the 
eastern coast of Australia. It hasn't 
been absolutely proven yet, but there 
is very strong evidence that this might 
be the case. 

: The Australian continent is about 
£0 kilometres thick. To the east there 
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A NEW GEOLOGICAL THEORY SAYS THAT NORFOLK^-^ 7 " 
AND PHILLIP ISLANDS WERE ONCE CONNECTED" BY 
A GREAT CHAIN OF SAND DUNES. NEPJAN , 







is ocean floor about 5 and 9 kilometres 
thick. The Lord Howe Rise is in the 
order of about 20 kilometres thick. 

Then there is more ocean floor. Then 
there is the Norfolk Rise, which is 
about 20 kilometres thick, under where 
you’re standing now. Underneath, of 
course, is the earth's mantle. Norfolk 
and Lord Howe are a splitting off of 
two small slivers of the Australian con¬ 
tinent. 

About 3 million years ago there was 
probably not a Norfolk Island. If 
there was, it was probably just a cay, 
sticking its nose above the sea. 

At that stage there was an eruption, 
which resulted in an island emerging. 
This eruption probably lasted for 
about 100, 000 years. We know from 
the flows (of lava) that it did get 
above the top of the water. 

Then everything went quiet. 

About 2.8 million years ago, a 
large volcano started. Phillip Island 
began, and we know that Phillip 
Island very rapidly got itself above 
the ocean. We also know that the 
level of the ocean was probably very 
close to the level that it is at now. 

This incredible eruption was taking 
place on Norfolk -- or where Norfolk 
now is -- and on Phillip Island. Part¬ 
icularly on Phillip Island it built up 
probably something that was half 
' again as high as it is now. The height 
of Phillip Island now is about 250 
metres; it was probably another 100 
metres higher, with an incredible set 
of cones. You’ve got three cones on 
Phillip Island: one is the white rock, 
one is the island itself, and one is 
across the other side, where the coast¬ 
line comes around in a sort of cut. 

These two (Phillip and Norfolk) 
were probably erupting together. 

From then on we had an almost con¬ 
tinuous eruption, with periods of 
quiescence and eruption, from 2.7 
to about 2.2 million years ago. 

The action is that there is an erup¬ 
tion, and then it dies down again. A 
lake forms in the crater. Water per¬ 
colates down near the .hot magma. 

Then it starts to erupt again. The 
first thing is a little bit of siesmic ac¬ 
tion, and then the lava smashes through, 
hits the water and pounds itself up, 
because it's suddenly super-cooled, 
due to its hitting this cold ground 
water -- and flings itself out in large 
amounts of ash and dust. 

When it’s got its throat cleared, it 
then starts to pour out the (lava) 
basalts. Then everything goes quiet 
again, because the eruption's over. 
Erosion begins. Things settle back 
again to the formation of a lake and 
crater... water seeps down... and the 
whole thing repeats itself. 

This built up the Island, and in fact 
ceased about 2.2 million years ago. 


What happened then? Some very, 
very interesting things. For a start, 
there appears to have been a tilting of 
the whole Island toward the south. 

There also appears to have been 
at one time continuous land between 
ourselves and Phillip Island. 

Storms coming from the south 
chewed off a bit of Phillip Island. 
Storms coming from the north chew¬ 
ed off the north of Norfolk a bit too. 

But Phillip Island tended to protect 
the south of Norfolk Island, so in a 
small saddle in between there was 
probably a fairly shallow, fairly 
quiet region. Within this area, due 
to tropical realms, we had the forma¬ 
tion of coral reefs, and the precipi¬ 
tation of calcium carbonate. 

Now something very incredible 
emerges when we look at the dating 
of these carbonates. These are all 
the carbonate rocks -- the wonder¬ 
ful rocks that these ancient buildings 
are built of. They’re referred to as 
a "calcaronite". They are a sand 
which has been on a beach, blown in¬ 
to large dunes, so they get these in¬ 
credibly beautiful sweeping lines in 
them -- you've all noticed this, one 
sometimes truncated by another set 
of beautiful sweeping lines. This is 
due to the action of the wind, which 
has been creating big dunes. 

That dates — if you put it through 
carbon 14 dating --at about 21,000. 
years ago. This is my own theory, 
which I'm rather excited about. 

If we plot present sea-level, and 
go back about 19,0Q0 years, we find 
there was a low in the sea level of 
about minus 200 feet. Up until 
about 12,000 years ago there was a 
slight rise, there was then a slight 
fall, and then it sort of slowly rose 
up till about 6, 000 years ago. And 
then from about 4,000 years ago un¬ 
til the present, it rose up extremely 
rapidly to what it is at the present 
time. 

That has been determined by world¬ 
wide experiment. 11 has been estab¬ 
lished here in the South Pacific by a 
couple of people working over at the 
Australian National University. 

21,000 years ago there was absol¬ 
utely low sea level. There must 
have been, at best, very shallow sea 
between Phillip and Norfolk Island. 

As carbonate material accumulated 
there would have been a large flat 
area, probably a couple of kilometres 
wide, that on low tide would have 
had the sand blown up into extreme¬ 
ly large dunes. That in my mind is 
what has formed these stones. Cal¬ 
cium carbonate has the ability to 
dissolve and then re-deposit itself, 
binding the particles together. We 
get the bit* of calcium carbonate 
sand, sitting together in a dune, and 


along comes the dissolution at their 
corners, and it literally binds itself 
together to form a rock that is called 
a calcaronite -- "calc" for calcium, 
"aronite" - made up of broken pieces 
of rock. 

There is another set of the s' carbon¬ 
ates to be found in the bay, out on the 
reef area, which date about 8, 000 
years. That repress' : another period 
of dune formation. Then there’s another 
set, right at the back of Emily Bay, that 
date at about 1,500 years. 

From 4,000 years ago on to the pres¬ 
ent, it’s been a time of tremendous 
erosion. The sea has literally risen up 
from 200 feet lower to what it is now. 

So it’s chewed out a good bit of rock, 
and we have these cliffs and scarps. 

Nepean Island is really only a rem¬ 
nant of what was once an incredibly 
large dune system. It’s made up almost 
entirely of calcaronite. 

Probably the region all around Nor¬ 
folk has calcaronite sitting on it... 

If the sea level ever drops 200 feet, 
we’re going to see a large plain around 
the Island. This is probably what ex¬ 
isted in past time -- particularly be¬ 
tween Phillip and Norfolk. 

I’m not sure when the next low is 
coming. It was 19,000 years ago, it 
will probably be 13^000 years in the 
future. These curves are somewhat . 
symmetrical. It will be a long time 
to wait. 
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"YOU ARE ON the list to go," a 
sometimes-well-informed resident 
said recently to an acquaintance and 
his wife, here on a six-months per¬ 
mit. 

What list? There were various ver¬ 
sions of the story. The most upset¬ 
ting was that the Admin had looked 
through all the six-months permits 
to see which ones were held by people 
nearing five years on the Island. To 
prevent them from reaching five 
years and (so the rumour had it) thus 
becoming able to claim Resident 
status, the Admin supposedly was 
giving them notice to leave. 

It made a nice scarey story, but 
the Administrator says it’s "utter 
rubbish. Utter nonsense." 

According to the law as it stands, 
time on the Island under a six-months 
permit doesn't count at all toward 
residential qualifications. If a permit 
holder had been here for 2 0 years, 
says the Administrator, 
there would still be no legal way 
the Administrator --or even the 
Minister -- could declare him a full 
Resident. Five years under an Enter- 
and-Remain permit is required, and 
they just aren;t being issued any 
more. 

Although the story about a "get-out" 
list is askew, the Immigration Ordi¬ 
nance is being rigidly implemented, 
with hard personal effects on some 
who have believed rumours rather 
than studying the law. The Admin 
sought -- and got --a court order 
authorising one permit holder to be 
deported. Another permit holder was 
told that deportation proceedings 
would be started if he didn't move 
on, and has said he will. Another 
has concluded the work mentioned in 
his Temporrary Permit as the reason 
for his being given entry - - he has 
to go, but has asked for two months 
to wind his affairs up, and will prob¬ 
ably get the time. 

If one takes the current law literally 
- - and that’s the way it should be 
taken, these days - - no one can get 
permission to move to Norfolk perma¬ 
nently except people who were born 
here, or their spouses. That may be 
unfair in some cases, but as Leo ("the 
Lip”) Durocher once said. Them is 
the conditions that prevail; and so 
it will be unless the law changes. 

• 

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES at the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services have 


Settled down --at least for the mo¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Peter Lawler, Secretary and 
permanent head of the Department, 
took time during the official visit 
last month to brief The News on how 
Norfolk's affairs will be supervised. 

He says the amount of time he'll be 
able to give Norfolk will necessarily 
be limited. When the occasion de¬ 
mands, he may be able to give as 
much as 20$ of his time to the Island; 
but much of the time it will probably 


be 1$ or less. 

The Deputy Secretary, Mr. Arthur 
Palmer, looks after about nine Divi¬ 
sions in the Department - -a sort of 
administrator of administrative ser¬ 
vices. He will probably be little in¬ 
volved in direct Norfolk problems. 

One of the Divisions, headed by 
Mr. F. L. Ahrens (a First Assistant 
Secretary) is responsible for all of 
Australia's island territories, and for 
Government grants. He will probably 
spend about 20$ of his time on Nor¬ 
folk matters, as a regular thing. 

Under Mr. Ahrens is Mr. Barry 
Hinchcliffe, Assistant Secretary in 
charge of the Island Territories 
Branch. Norfolk may get something 
like one-third of his time. Surprising¬ 
ly, the Coral Sea Islands territory is 


time-consuming. "There is a lot of 
sea-bed there," Mr. Lawler says, 
"and where there's sea-bed there are 

potential problems. " 

Kevin Tilbrook, who came over 
to Administrative Services from the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
will be a Section Head under Mr. 
Hinchcliffe, and will probably go on 
spending all of his time on Norfolk 
Island affairs. 

As to a new Administrator for the 


Island, don't hold your breath. As of 
March 15, when the Minister got 
back to Canberra, no steps at all 
were in train to select a new man. 
And if you were Secretary of the De¬ 
partment, sitting down to write a 
description of the job offering on 
Norfolk, you'd certainly be inclined 
to wait three months or so and see 
what Sir John Nimmo has to say. 
Bookies in Burnt Pine are laying 
even odds that Potts will celebrate 
at least one anniversary in the 
chair. 

• 

THE SIGN-POST on top of Mt. Pitt, 
pointing the direction and distance 
of other parts of the world, has be- 
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VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you’re most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance: TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course" 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit you'll want to return. 













come a bit bedraggled with time, 
and the Lions Club decided it was 
a good project to design and build 
something better. 

They worked out a big circular 
platform, raised slightly above the 
ground, with a compass inlaid into 
it. and received informal assurance 
that it would be approved and ap¬ 
preciated. 

But the plan kept growing, and 
developed into a gazebo with a 
high peaked roof, providing table, 
seating and shelter for people who 
might like to have a picnic or bar¬ 
becue on top of the mountain. 
They've shown a professional sketch 
of die idea, but this time the re¬ 
sponse wasn't so enthusiastic. Any 
aesthetic considerations aside, it 
seems that the Department of Trans¬ 
port would have to become involved 
if anything more than a couple of 
feet high were planned up beside 
the aircraft beacon. The Lions are 
back in their den looking at the o- 
riginal idea again. It sounds like 
a fine project that would interest 
and please a lot of people. 

• 

"THE CONSERVATION of Norfolk 
Island", a handsome and informa¬ 
tive booklet produced by the Aus¬ 
tralian Conservation Foundation in 
1968, has been out of print and un¬ 
available for several years. While 
self-interest might make it diffi¬ 
cult for many residents to accept 
all of the booklet's recommenda¬ 
tions, it must be regarded as the 
most intelligent and competent re¬ 
port of its kind on preserving the 
Island's natural resources, plana 
and creatures. 

As Sir Garfield Barwick says in 
the booklet’s introduction, . .it 
calls for recognition of something 
beyond short-term material values." 

John Anderson of Norfolk has per¬ 
formed a great community ser¬ 
vice by arranging to have the book¬ 
let reprinted, including iu photo¬ 
graphs and detailed appendices. 
People who care about Norfolk who 
do not have a copy should get one 
from him. They cost $1.25. plus 
postage if you want it mailed. 

• 


RESIDENTS WHO THOUGHT they 
were covered by hospitalisation in¬ 
surance had a bad turn when Cr. 

Ab Bathie told Sen. Withers that 
HCF and MBF only cover the gap 
between Medibank benefio and ac¬ 
tual hospital costs. Because Medi¬ 


bank doesn't apply to Norfolk, he 
said, local residents are not prop¬ 
erly covered. 

Dick Crosby, secretary of the Hos¬ 
pital Board, tells The News that 
the facts are different. He says a 
special arrangement for Norfolk 
has been negotiated with the HCF, 
and residents belonging to it will 
be reimbursed for all but about $2 
a day of the local hospital charges 
of $42 a day for a bed in a shared 
ward, or $50 a day in a private 
room. 

But in claiming for reimburse¬ 
ment, residents should address the 
Medical Claims Manager of HCF, 
Mr. J. Seddon, in person. He is 
up-to-date on the Norfolk situation, 
but many of the fund's clerical 


negotiated for by the Hospital 
Board. 


A HEAVY GROUNDSWELL off King¬ 
ston early in December caused a 
fair amount of damage to incoming 
cargo, as the ship rolled at an¬ 
chor and slings of goods were crash¬ 
ed against the ship's side. 

Part of the cargo was a large 
shipment of paper for The News. 
Much of it was damaged. The pro¬ 
cedure in such things is that you pay 
for the cargo, as ordered, and then 
start finding out who (if anyone) is 
going to make up for the damage. 
Sometimes there turns out to be a 



WHEN THE RESTORATION TEAM DOES SOMETHING THEY DO IT RIGHT. 
"MENDHAM'S COTTAGE" — THE EARLY CATHOLIC CLERGYMAN’S HOUSE 
IN QUALITY ROW -- WAS TAKEN ALL THE WAY BACK TO THE ORIGINAL 
SHELL BEFORE RESTORING IT. THE SCENE ON PAGE 28 IS ONE OF THE 
ROOMS, WITH CEILING JOISTS CASTING SHADOWS IN THE BRIGHT SUN. 


staff are not. Some Island residents 
have been reimbursed only for the 
difference between Medibank and 
the local hospital cost; but Dick 
says this is merely a foul-up in 
the processing of claims. 

On surgical procedures, we do 
not get coverage. In Australia, 
Commonwealth benefits cover a 
part of the costs of these, but on 
Norfolk you have to pay the full 
cost yourself — for example, $3 
for a visit to the doctor. 

Some sort of coverage on these 
cosa, including X -rays, is being 


great circle of people, each pointing 
the finger at the next person. 

The News buys its paper through 
Norfolk Island Stationers. They said 
we should write a letter saying what 
we thought the damage was, and 
they would chase it up, and see what 
the insuring company, Lloyds, could 
do to make good. 

Those with experience will think 
this is the start of a two-year story. 

It isn't. Within three weeks we had 
a cheque for the full amount of da¬ 
mage that had been done. 

On Norfolk, that's good news. 
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ADJUSTING TO unusual circumstances 
fits most women on Norfolk but perhaps 
one who deserves special praise is 
Joyce Dyer, who with her husband, 
Allen, came here in 1970 to run the 
Paradise Hotel for Travelodge Australia. 
Arriving on April Fool's Day in 1970 
Joyce said she thought it was a joke. 
Three days after their arrival Norfolk 
had 17 inches of rain. The golf course 
was a mass of lakes and standard equip¬ 
ment was two pairs of gumboots - one 
for in the hotel and one for outside. 
"Would you believe that only a week 
after all that rain dust was flying on the 
roads again?" says Joyce with a laugh. 

Charming and hospitable from the 
moment you meet her Joyce Dyer never 
looks ruffled or tense even though you 
know she has a million things on her 
mind all of the time. She has always 
loved hotel life and comes from a fam- 


worked for Travelodge since 1966. 

They ran motels in Gundagai and Cooma 
in N ,S. W. and Mt. Gambier in South 
Australia. 

Prior to going to work for Travelodge 
both Joyce and Allen worked for the 
Snowy Mountains Authority. Allen ran 
buses from the Central Coast to the 
Snowy Scheme and Joyce worked as a 
courier telling people about the scheme. 

Mother of three (a son in the Air 
Force, another in the Navy and ^daugh¬ 
ter nursing), grandmother of two, ex- 
WAAAF (there are about five on the isl¬ 
and) Joyce, in addition to her love of 
golf (she’s the new head of the Associ¬ 
ates at the Norfolk Island Golf Club) 
and photography (she did the photographs 
for "Beautiful Norfolk Island" record 
jacket)* is an avid collector of cookery 
books and says her favourite recipe is 


one from the "Eating in Bed Cookbook" 
by Barbara Byfield. It is called "Water¬ 
melon Hollandaise" and is good to know 
about for your next beach party or Anson 
Bay barbecue. 

To quote. "Particularly suitable for 
beach picnics if one is needful of com¬ 
pany , this recipe adapts perfectly to the 
exigencies of bathtub dining if you want 
a solitary debauch. Choose a water¬ 
melon at the peak of ripeness. Now 
bounce it very, very gently on the floor 
until you can hear sloshing inside, the 
meat breaking up thoroughly into succu¬ 
lent ice-cold pulp. This can take up to 
half an hour. Carefully cut a hole in 
the top of the melon and pour into it a 
bottle- or two of Bols Genever, or any 
good gin. Drink it directly from the 
melon using two straws if you’re very 
thirsty. 








UNTIL THE REAL RAIN comes, or one V 
has ample water, not a great deal of 
planting can be carried out in both 
vegetable and flower gardens at the 
time of writing this, but perhaps by 
the time you are reading it, those 
welcome rains will have come, so if 
in the meantime ground has been well 
prepared, it will be all "stops out" in 
gardens. 

There is still time to plant the follow¬ 
ing seeds: 

stocks, sweet peas, marigolds (all 

varieties), snapdragons. 

Ever tried aqualegias or penstamon - 
I have grown both with much success. 
Slatice is a useful background to a bor¬ 
der and of course the dried flowers 
very colourful and useful when flowers 
are scarce. 

Cut hydrangeas back hard; these do 
quite well on N.I. if grown on shady 
side of garden and/or in southerly as¬ 
pect. 

Dahlias are flowering well this year; 
these are gross feeders, so a little help 
by a liquid fertilizer is worthwhile. 

All shrubs that require pruning should 
be pruned during these two months. 

Gerberas should be cleaned of all 
dead leaves, hoe the soil well between 
rows or clumps- don't worry if you cut 
their roots a bit as it wont do any harm. 
By the way, this was both told and 
shown to me by my old friend the late 
Alec Carr who really knew about ger¬ 
beras. After cleaning and hoeing give 
a good watering with Lush or similar, 
and in no time a good fresh growth 
appear. Should you wish to divide 
clumps, dig up and trim roots back to 


about 2 inches, cut into pieces of . 
about 3 claws using a very sharp knife. 
When planting gerberas, do not cover 
the crown with soil. Keep crown just 
above the soil,. while firming the soil 
covering roots. Use your heel to firm 
soil. 

In the vegetable garden, all is under¬ 
way; all seeds may be sown, with per¬ 
haps the exception of melons. Don’t 
forget to plant such vegetables as 
beans lettuce, cabbage and tomatoes 
in not too big a crop but at "spaced" 
plantings, so that some are nearly 
ready when others are nearly over. 

If you have not a suitable wall etc. 
for bouganvillea, try growing these 
as standards - they look stunning; take 
just oneTrunner or branch and tie it 
firmly to good strong stake to what 
ever height you want, trim all side 
shoots and keep the "trunk" clean of 
little branches. When the bouganvillea 
reaches height required , cut off and 
when shoot growth shows around the 
top, start to train them down by attach¬ 
ing a weight on a string to young 
growth, just enough weight to help 
downward growth. These make a 
really lovely shrub and oh so much 
colour all year. Also there are some 
that, do very well ln tub? on patios; 
lovaly cascading over verandahs, 
in answer to question re orchids. 

Sorry I am not well up in cul¬ 
ture of these; still learning my¬ 
self. 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL QUES¬ 
TIONS - C/- GARDEN EDITOR, 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS. 



AT THE MOMENT there are quite a 
few colourful capsicums around and 
bright coloured carrots - make use of 
these while they last. Here are a 
couple of ways in which you can use 
them. 

Carrot Stuffed Capsicums 
6 capsicums (red and green if 
possible), grated carrots (enough 
to fill the capsicums) 

3 medium onions 
1 cup tomato sauce 
salt, pepper, bayleaf and oil 
Seed and blanch your capsicums 
Grate carrots 
Slice onions thinly 

Fry your onions in a little oil and add 
finely grated carrots, add tomato 
sauce, salt, pepper, a couple of bay 
leaves. Cover saucepan and simmer 
till carrots are tender. Taste this mix¬ 
ture and if your palate tells you a 
little more tomato sauce is required, 
then add some. This should be a rather 
sweetish mixture. 

Fill capsicums with the above mixture 
and place them neatly side by side in 
a baking dish - add a couple of table¬ 
spoons of water and cook in a moder¬ 
ate oven till capsicums are cooked but 
not floppy. Cool and serve with cold 
meats, etc. Will keep in the fridge 
for 4-5 days. 
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CARROT DROP COOKIES (soft tea 
cookie with an oil base) 


1 egg 

1/3 cup cooking oil 
1/3 cup sugar 
3/4 cup plain flour 
1 tspn baking powder 
i tspn salt 

1 ttpn grated orange rind 
* '3 cup cooked mashed carrot 
iblspns raisins . 

{ ispn ginger 




at egg, cooking oil and sugar and 
thin add all the other ingredients and 
mix well. (Drop from a teaspoon o 
greased tin. Space generously. Bake 
12 minutes or until cookies a 
golden brown; 


IN 


TEA 


V 


BOND 

by "VINAS" 


UR BRANDY ; The Australian Wine 
Board recently released some interest¬ 
ing figures. 

Overall, the 1974-75 production 
was the highest ever with a rise of 24 
per cent over the preceding year for 
unfortified (table and sparkling) wines 
and 46 per cent for fortified wines 
such as sherries, ports etc. 

Brandy production, however, con¬ 
tinued its decline from 1972-73 and 
in the last year .dropped a further 17 
per cent. Some of this loss is attribu¬ 
ted to increased demand for whisky 
but much of it is due to cheap French 
imports which are being landed in 
Australia at little more than die cost 
of grapes to local producers. 

So let us take a took at brandies. 

In Australia, brandy production is 
strictly controlled and demands, 
among other things, that only pure 
grape juice be used and the final prod¬ 
uct be matured for at least two years 
in wood. Other forms, such as plum 
brandy, must be clearly described on 
the label. The result is a range vary¬ 
ing from good to excellent but, un¬ 
fortunately, the controls do not extend 
over imports. 

With the best French products becom- 
ing incre asingly expensive. I'd suggest 
the bond may well try one of the top 
Australian brands such as Angove's 
Very Old which, in my humble opin¬ 
ion, ranks alongside V.S.O. P. Cog¬ 
nac and should sell for quite a deal 
less. 

The use of the word "Cognac” is . 
restricted to brandies made to a rigid 


SWEET & SOUR CAPSICUM SALAD 


1 capsicum per person 

sugar 

vinegar 

salt and pepper 


Put the capsicums into boiling water 
for i minute, drain well. Cut them 
into mips after removing core and 
seeds. Mix vinegar, sugar, salt and 
pepper together in a bowl. The sugar 
gives the salad a piquant sour sweet 
flavour. Allow 1 teaspoonful sugar to 
1 tablespoon vinegar. Add the capsi¬ 
cums, and leave them in the fridge 
for an hour before serving. Goes well 
with hot or cold meats and delish with 
cold hard boiled eggs and lettuce.' 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


specification, under government super¬ 
vision and limited to distilleries in a 
defined area, brandy grading is by 
convention rather than law. A reason¬ 
able guide, however, is 3 stars indi¬ 
cate five years old and 5 stars, seven 
years. In Cognac, V.S.O.P. ("very 
special old pale" - note it is in 
English and thus emphasises the import¬ 
ance the French attach to the English 
speaking market) is generally a blend 
of 15 to 25 years and Napoleon is over 
25 and generally up to 40 years. The 
reason for blending is that Cogiacs 
are matured in open casks which must 
be topped up periodically to offset 
evaporation. 

Some cheap brandies carry labels 
emblazoned with “V. S.O.P. ” and 
"Napoleon” plus a scattering of stars 
but never the magical word Cognac. 
Here lies our clue to quality. 

True Cognacs normally stocked in 
the bond are Courvoisier (V.S.O.P. 

$6. 50 Napoleon $12.36) Bisquit 
($9.75 and $13.55) and Hennessey 
(V.S.O.P. only $6.50). 

Just imagine the young lad, fresh 
from school, waiting until near re¬ 
tirement to see the finest product of 
his first year at work finally released 
to the world's connoisseurs; 

Half the pleasure of an after-dinner 
Cognac lies in its aroma and tradition 
favours having it in a large balloon 
glass which can be warmed by the 
hands as one gently sniffs and sips. . 
This, however, is not essential and 
a smaller tulip-shaped glass is quite 
effective. Just don't let anyone adul¬ 
terate your precious stuff with any 
mix. 



THIS IS NOT A STORY but will be a 
series of happenings some amusing at 
times, while others show the frustra¬ 
tions that go to making a housewife's 
lot on this island of ours far from dull 
as claimed by many short time resi¬ 
dents or visitors. 

"So you live on a Pacific Island - 
I suppose you spend your days on the 
beach, and eat fruit to your heart's 
content; ” This is the sort of state¬ 
ment most mainland housewives make, 
when one is introduced as my friend 
Mrs. Housewife from Norfolk Island. 

Now, as one mostly visits mainlands 
in Summer, to avoid being frozen, my 
reaction is to say, "Well not exactly; ” 

- while my thoughts fly back to the 
lowly cabbage and the great joy to be 
given or cut - the first precious one 
after the long hot summer, and to the 
everlasting "Be here on the next ship," 
when we ask for some ingredient for 
that wonderful sounding recipe just 
read in a Women's Magazine, accom¬ 
panied by a picture of a truly wonder¬ 
ful looking confection. So you go 
home, have a look around the garden, 
the cupboard and deep freeze, and 
make something that is just as good 
and most likely better for one in any 
case. Mind you, it is only in recent 
years one has had a deep freeze, so 
it was do what you can with what you 
have -- makes a wonderful cook-boy 
of one. 

I well remember my arrival on Nor¬ 
folk Island and many times I thanked 
my stars that I was a farmer's daugh¬ 
ter for 1 was able to cope with most 
chores, such as milk the cow, feed 
the calf, feed hens, make bread etc. 
but not I am sorry to say the kero 
fridge. It was a case of doing battle 
with a much-needed piece of equip¬ 
ment every few days; I constantly for¬ 
got to see that it had sufficient kero 
so - "Oh dear, fridge out;" That was 
enough and so to battle, me trying 
to push a long handled flue brush down 
the throat of fridge, fridge spitting 
great lumps of soot at and over me. 

Now take that, says 1, and set the 
wick alight - oh no, nothing doing, 
fridge belching black smoke and mak¬ 
ing more soot ammunition, then when 
I am reduced to tears and hating every¬ 
thing in general, fridge takes pity on 
me, gives a cough and freezes happily, 
knowing quite well it has another bat¬ 
tle to enjoy in the not too far distant 
future. But it did a trojan job of 
work so it was always forgiven and I 
learned to bless it more than 1 ever 
cursed it. 
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YOU'D LIKE to know what has happen¬ 
ed on Norfolk during March, would 
you? Well now, let me think. The 
School Tour Fund was increased by 
some $1, 700 after the successful fish 
and chip night held at the Garrison 
Restaurant. Dick and Paddy Cavill 
arranged the evening together with 
helpers from the School Tour Commit¬ 
tee. From all accounts a delicious 
meal was served - carrot soup, follow¬ 
ed by fish and chips which were served 
in boats made from newspaper (just 
like home but with an artistic twist 
to the paper!), followed by a choice 
of two sweets. Af ter dinner the pop¬ 
ular raffle (proceeds from which 
amounted to $1,130) was drawn. First 
prize-a trip to Brisbane for one plus a 
week's accommodation-was won by 
Roddy Buffett who generously donated 
it back for the chocolate wheel. Later 
on in the evening Carol Adams was 
the lucky winner. Second prize was 
won by a very excited Lorna Christian, 
the prize being a trip to Lord Howe 
with one week's accommodation. Then 


the evening proceeded in a lively man¬ 
ner with the spinning of the chocolate 
wheel. A very successful evening 
made possible by the generosity of 
Dick and Paddy Cavill, Qantas, Air 
Norfolk and the Lions and Rotary Clubs 
on Norfolk. 

... a progressive dinner, 
while husbands had beans... 

7.40 pm on 11th March a group of 
wives and mothers chatted expectant¬ 
ly in the bus outside the Leagues Club 
as they waited for one more member 
who's always late. Anyway she 
finally arrived and the bus set off for 
the first unknown destination. The 
occasion? The annual progressive 
dinner of the Wives and Mothers Club. 
First stop was Lorraine Williams' 
home where members had the choice 
of potato or beef and onion soup. 

Very tasty.' Then next to Bumboras 
where Anne Snell and Merrill Mus- 
catt had prepared a very attractive 
entree. Each plate had on it a large 
tomato with the centre cut out and 
filled with a delicious tuna filling. 

Oh dear, and there were still two 
more courses: There were a few groans 
as Kathy LeCren said it was time to 
board the bus again. Anyway off the 
bus went bumping down Country Road 
and up Taylors Road so that by the 


time everyone arrived at Pat Ander¬ 
son's room had been made for more 
food: Pat and her helpers had pre¬ 
pared a delicious Chinese meal - 
curried prawns, sweet and sour pork, 
curried beef and onions together with 
fried rice and prawn-flavoured crisps. 
Chinese music, chopsticks and small 
Chinese bowls completed die atmos¬ 
phere. We all felt a bit sorry for the 
husbands who were at home eating 
scrambled eggs or baked beans on 
toast: It was hilarious watching the 
novices trying to master the chopsticks. 
A few were having quite a bit of trouble 
and sacrificed a second helping because 
all the spoons had been hidden: Really 
delicious, and there were still sweets! 
Into the bus again, back along bumpy 
Country Road and out to Dianne Men- 
ghetti's at Longridge. What a beau¬ 
tiful sight as we were welcomed into 
the loungeroom. About six small 
tables decorated with hibiscus each 
held a tray on which long sections of 
pineapple were placed. The pine¬ 
apples had been cut right through the 
top into five sections. The pineapple 
flesh cut into bite-sized pieces. Al¬ 
so on the trays were three dishes con¬ 
taining brandy, brown sugar and cream. 
When the members had organized 
themselves in groups of five around 
the tables Dianne then came to each 
table and lit the smaller dishes con¬ 
taining meths, (he idea being that 
one took a piece of pineapple, dipped 
it in the brandy, then into the brown, 
sugar, held it for a few seconds over 
the flame to crystallize the sugar then 
dipped it into the cream. What next? 
Try and pop it into one's mouth be¬ 
fore the cream fell off! Try it some 
time. It was absolutely delicious and 
a very refreshing way to finish off a 
lovely meal. Well done committee 
members for providing such an enjoy¬ 
able evening. Believe there was a 
rush,for pineapples in Burnt Pine the 
following day: •" 

.. .Foundation Day gave the 
beginners a chance...' 

Foundation Day, 6th M< ,ch, was a 
day full of fun and games for quite a 
number of people. The Bowling Club 
held a special day for beginners - bet 
there was lots of laughter there as 
there was at the Golf Club where a 
few new faces were seen trying their 
hand at the game. Twice around 
that golf course is quite a long walk 
and when you and your partner lose 
three consecutive balls into the sea 
it can become quite frustrating:: 
Nevertheless it was a most enjoyable 
afternoon and the competition was 
won by Marie Bailey partnered by 
Keith Davies. 

Talking about golf has re—' 



(2^at ^hy P^read^ith 

2Joy and jlpj rink. ^j£hy 

withjKerry^sarts ” 

AT NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENSED 
RESTAURANT, WITH DIM LIGHTS AND 
SOFT MUSIC. YOU WILL ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM THE FINE A LA CAR3,E MENU, AND 
OUR PERSONAL SERVICE AT COCKTAIL BAR 1 
AND TABLE. YOUR DINING 
‘ADVENTURE WITH US WILD 
BE COMPLETE AND 
F MEMORABLE, 
f (Open Tues. -Sat. from 7p.n' 


..pount 
lodge 
tavern 



Phone ' Y 
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me to tell you that a popular golfing 
couple, Ron and Betty Nunn, left the- 
Island to return to Perth last Sunday, 

21st March. Ron was stationed with 
the Meteorologi cal Bureau here on 
Norfolk and reaching the end of his 
term had been transferred back to 
Perth. Betty's smiling face will be 
missed at Foodlands too. Many of 
their friends were at the airport to see 
them off. Wonder- if they have yet 
shaken out all that confetti: 

... Setseko arranged for us 
to see some wonderful films... 

Must tell you about the films Setseko 
Prentice arranged to show at the Bowl¬ 
ing Club. After a number of delays 
they finally arrived from Japan and 
what a treat two large audiences re¬ 
ceived. The children at the school 
also were given the opportunity to see 
them. The first film was taken in 
Hawaii at die Blue Hawaiian Conven¬ 
tion. The theme of the Convention 
was I gathered "World Peace" and de¬ 
picted the 200 years of American his¬ 
tory since the signing of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence. A man-made 
island in die centre of the harbour 
was the stage with the audience seat¬ 
ed on the sand. What a glorious set¬ 
ting for the different scenes of the 
pageant staged as one part of the Con¬ 
vention. A very interesting and colour¬ 
ful film. I think, though, the second 
film of the Cultural Festival held in 
Tokyo in 1967 really stole the show. 

It was really marvellous. The Festi¬ 
val took place in the Olympic Stadium. 

I think there might have even been 
more participants than spectators. 

The backdrop to the different displays 
in the arena was provided firstly by 
300, 000 persons taking part in flash- 
card tableaus. Truly magnificent. 

They each had 13 different coloured 
cards which were flashed at different 
times to provide a great variety of 
scenes. It was almost too spectacular 
to describe. The entire cast was dress¬ 
ed all in white and then from cues 
provided by the music they put up 
different coloured cards which cover¬ 
ed them and in this way were able to 
depict different flowers of different 
countries, beautiful scenic areas around 
the world, the history of Japan, the in¬ 
dustrial future of Japan - it was truly 
amazing. The organization and prac¬ 
tising that must have gone on for 
months and months beforehand! At 
one stage of the Festival the 30, 000 
increased to 43, 000 so that about one- 
third of the whole Stadium provided 
the scenery for the displays in the arena. 
I tried to keep account of the numbers 
taking part but it became impossible 
when 4,200; then 1, 500, followed by 
another group of say 1,200 gave differ¬ 
ent displays in the arena. 1 think the 


most spectacular was a group of some 
1, 500 young men dressed in white trou¬ 
sers and blue shirts who each had an 
aluminium ladder. The feats, patterns 
and human towers then performed with 
these ladders was almost unbelievable. 
One scene depicted the industrial 
growth of Japan and truly the outlines 
created by men and ladders really 
looked like an industrial city. A truly 
tremendous Festival which depicted 
the dedication and skill of thousands 
and thousands of young Japanese. Many 
thanks indeed to Setseko for giving 
so many the opportunity to see the 
films. 

... and Rotary's annual "Paddy’s" 
was chock-a-block... 

What a scene of activity in the Raw- 
son Hall Supper Room on Wednesday 
aftermoon, 24th March. I think every- 
■ one on the Island must have turned out 
their cupboards and wardrobes to give 
the Rotary Club some item or other 
for their Paddy’s Market. The hall 
was chock-a-block with goods - of every 
description - lots and lots of clothing, 

(I managed to find a lovely child's 
bandknitted cardigan and it was only 
10 cents) books, electrical goods, 
shoes, home cooking, glassware, 
crockery, ornaments - all sorts of 
things. It was a bit difficult looking 
for things and watching the children 
as well, though. However proceeds 
from the afternoon amounted to approx¬ 
imately $1,200 - a tremendous effort. 
Perhaps next year drought might be 
given to using the main hall which 
would provide everyone with a bit 
more "elbow room''!! 


DON'T BLAME THE TRADESMAN 
That well-known T.V. gourmet, 
Graham Kerr, was in a Sydney taxi 
and the conversation went like this: 
TAXI DRIVER; "Say, aren't you that 
Kerr bloke on T.V. ?" 

GRAHAM KERR (somewhat pleased): 
"Yes, that's right." 

T.D. ; "We tried one of your recipes 
the other night, that fish and nuts 
thing." 

G. K.:’’You mean Barramundi and 
Macadamia nuts?” 

T.D.: "Yeah, but we had no barra¬ 
mundi so we used some fish fingers, 
hadn't any of that Hunter wine you 
talked about but we had some Barossa 
PearL Didn’t have any mac. nuts so 
we used some salted peanuts left over 
from Xmas." 

G.K.: "Good heavens, how did it 
taste?" 

T.D.: "Awful! Do you know what 
you’re talking about?" 
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NOW AVAILABLE 

AUSTRALIAN PHOTOGRAPHY 76 



SHOWING THE WORLD THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF AUSTRALIAN PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Produced by "Australian Photography" Magazine in observance of twenty-five years of continuous publishing 
presenting the works of the top practitioners of the photographic art ip this country - the first book ever to 
attempt a definitive evaluation — edited by Laurence Le Guay — as reviewed in November 1975 "Australian 
Photography" — destined for world wide distribution. 

• Presenting work from more than 90 photographers • Heavy board cover and four-column dust jacket 

• One out of every three photo pages in colour • Packed in special shipping carton • Ideal gift for 

• 180 pages on heavy art paper • Size 10x10" locally or overseas (Use coupon below) 

PRICE TO READERS OF AUSTRALIAN PHOTOGRAPHY (POST PAID) $9.95 

25 YEARSOFSERvTc^ 
TO AUSTRALIAN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Photo F^ublishing Co. 

381 Pitt St., G.P.O. Box 4689 
Sydney, Australia 


SEND THIS COUPON NOW TO: 
AUSTRALIAN PHOTOGRAPHY 1976 

Box 4689 G.P.O., Sydney 2001 

Sirs: Send me.Copies of 

Australian Photography 1976 @ $9.95 each 

Cheque/m.o. for $.enclosed 

Name....... 

Address... 


Post Code. 














‘dars Norfolk ’ 


IN CAPTAIN William Bligh's journal 
he tells his story of the mutiny aboard 
, the "Bounty" on April 28th, 1789. 

Having described the event, he 
recalls his feelings about being set 
adrift in an open boat in the Pacific, 
and reflects on what may have led 
to the mutiny. 

He has just been cast off from the 
"Bounty", and can hear the cries of 
"Huzza for Otaheitel" ringing in his 
ears. 

He writes as follows: 

Christian, the chief of the mutineers, 
is of a respectable family in the north 
of England. This was the third voyage 
he had made with me; and, as I found 
It necessary to keep my ship's company 
at three watches, I had given him an 
order to take charge of the third, his 
abilities being thoroughly equal to 
the task; and by this means the mas¬ 
ter and gunner were not at watch and 
watch. 

Haywood is also of a respectable 
family in the north of England, and a 
young man of abilities, as well as 
Christian, these two had been objects 
of my particular regard and attention, 
and I had taken great pains to instruct 
them, having entertained hopes, that, 
as professional men, they would have 
become a credit to their country. 

Young was well recommended, and 
had the look of an able stout seaman: 
he, however, fell short of what his 
appearance promised. 

Stewart was a young man of credit¬ 
able parents, in the Orkneys; at which 
place, on the return of the Resolution 
from the South Seas, in 1780, we re¬ 
ceived so many civilities, that, on 
that account only, I should gladly have 
taken him with me: but, independent 
of this recommendation, he was a sea¬ 
man, and had always borne a good 
character. 
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Notwithstanding the roughness with 
which I was treated, the remembrance 
of past kindnesses produced some signs 
of remorse in Christian. When they 
were forcing me out of the ship, I ask¬ 
ed him, if this treatment was a proper 
return for the many instances he had 
received of my friendship? he appear¬ 
ed disturbed at my question, and an¬ 
swered with much emotion, "That, - 
captain Bligh, - that Is the thing: - I 
am in hell - I am in hell." 

As soon as I had time to reflect, I 
felt an inward satisfaction, which pre¬ 
vented any depression of my spirits: 
conscious of my integrity, and anxious 
solicitude for the good of the service in 
which I had been engaged, I found my 
mind wonderfully supported, and 1 be¬ 
gan to conceive hopes, notwithstanding 
so heavy a calamity, that I should one 
day be able to account to my King and 
country for the misfortune. - A few hours 
before, my situation had been pecul¬ 
iarly flattering. I had a ship in the 
most perfect order, and well stored 
with every necessary both for service 
and health: by early attention to those 
particulars 1 had, as much as lay in my 
power, provided against any accident 
in case I could not get through En¬ 
deavour Straits, as well as against 
what might befal me in them; add to 
this, the plants had been successfully 
preserved in the most flourishing state: 
so that, upon the whole, the voyage 
was two thirds completed, and the re¬ 
maining part, to all appearance, in 
a very promising way; every person 
on board being in perfect health, to 
establish which was ever amongst the 
principal objects of my attention. 

It will very naturally be asked, 
what could be the reason for such a 
revolt? in answer to which I can only 
conjecture, that the mutineers had 
flattered themselves with the hopes 
of a more happy life among the Ota- 
heiteans, than they could possibly 
enjoy in England; and this, joined 
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to some female connections, most 
probably occasioned the whole trans¬ 
action. 

The women at Otaheite are hand¬ 
some, mild and cheerful in their 
manners and conversation, possessed 
of great sensibility, and have sufficient 
delicacy to make them admired and 
beloved. The chiefs were so much 
attached to our people, that they 
rather encouraged their stay among 
them than otherwise, and even made 
them promises of large possessions. 
Under these, and many other atten¬ 
dant circumstances, equally desirable, 
it is now perhaps not so much to be 
wondered at, though scarcely possible 
to have been foreseen, that a set of 
sailors, most of them void of connec¬ 
tions, should be led away; especially 
when, in addition to such powerful 
inducements, they imagined it in 
their power to fix themselves in the 
midst of plenty, on one of the finest 
islands in the world, where they need 
not labour, and where the allurements 
of dissipation are beyond any thing 
that can be conceived. The utmost, 
however, that any commander could 
have supposed to have happened is, 
that some of the people would have 
been tempted to desert. But if it 
should be asserted, that a commander 
is to guard against an. act of mutiny 
and piracy in his own ship, more than 
by the common rules of service, it is 
as much as to say that he must sleep 
locked up, and when awake, be gird¬ 
ed with pistols. 

Desertions have happened, more or 
less, from most of the ships that have 
been at the Society Islands; but it has 
always been in the commanders power 
to make the chiefs return their people; 
the knowledge, therefore, that it was 
unsafe to desert, perhaps, first led 
mine to consider with what ease so 
small a ship might be surprized, and 
that so favourable an opportunity 
would never offer to them again.... 



I 

MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT agents 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Peirol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME GALEDONIENt Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes. home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

\ agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 

& 

( 

__ 

If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 






Special Supplement 
to the April Issue 
FREE 

APRIL 7th 1976 


HR. HAMPSON PROPOSES SWEEPING CHANGES FOR NORFOLK - AS A TERRITORY 


NR. HAMPSON'S CONCLUSIONS IN BRIEF 


INTERESTS OF RESIDENTS ; 

'... we submit it is possible 
for Your Honour to find that resi¬ 
dents generally believe it; is in their 
interests that the way of life on Nor¬ 
folk Island be maintained and that 
the Island's environment be pre¬ 
served. " 

mSTORIC&L RIGHTS: "We submit 
that the evidence discloses a his¬ 
torical right of the Pitcairners to 
live on Norfolk Island." — and 
the right to exclude others from 
living on Norfolk Island is ”a nece¬ 
ssary correlative of the historical 
right to live on Norfolk... ” 

CONSTITUTIONAL POSITION : 
"Norfolk Island is correctly de- 
scribed in law as a 'territory under 
the authority of Australia"... "the 
sole power to make laws for the 
government of Norfolk Island rests 
with the Parliament of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Australia... * 

| AUSTRALIAN SOCIAL BENEFITS ; 

1 "...maintain the existing system" 

CAPACITY AND WILLINGNESS TO 
PAY AUSTRALIAN TAXES : "...the 
Island does not have the capacity... 

| the Island is not willing..." 

I TAX HAVEN: "It has been used to 

I a significant extent. ” 

1 IMMIGRATION: "Nobody doubts 

1 the right of Norfolk Island people to 


regulate the growth of tourism and 
immigration." 

COMMUNICATIONS: "Qantas does 
not want the service." 

POLICE, JUDICIARY : "Most people 
seem satisfied with the present sys¬ 
tem. " 


MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS: 

• "Independence is impracticable" 

• "The desire of the majority is to 
maintain a strong link with Australia, 
but to have a much greater say in 
their own affairs." 

• "Norfolk Island Council should be 
given all governmental powers that 
apply to any geographical part of a 
State of Australia. These should be 
handed over over a five-year period. 

• There should be "a Representative 
for Norfolk Island in the House of 
Representatives.. .entitled to speak 
on any measure but to vote only on 
a bill intended to apply to Norfolk 

... salary and expenses paid by 
Australia. ” 

• An Administrator, as Head of the 
public service but not a member of 
Council, for five years -- after 
that, he would be appointed by the 
Council. 

• Immediate Council powers over 
licensing, town planning, road¬ 
works "and so on”; powers over 
police, forestry, education, hospi¬ 
tal, land titles and companies of¬ 
fice progressively, over five years. 


FAR-REACHING recommendations 
for Norfolk Island's future govern¬ 
ment are made by Mr. Cedric Hamp- 
son Q.C. in his summing-up address 
to the Royal Commission. 

He believes Norfolk is and ought 
to remain an Australian territory — 
but that the Island ought to get far 
greater local self-government power. 

He also believes Norfolk should 
have its own elected Member in the 
Australian House of Representatives. 

Here are highlights from his ad¬ 
dress, organised in keeping with the 
Terms of Reference given for the 
Royal Commission; 

Preserving Norfolk 

Mr. Hampson believes there is 
a wide range of opinions about 
the real interests of Island residents, 
but that in general "... the most 
predominant interest of Norfolk Island 
residents lies in preserving Norfolk 
Island in a physical and aesthetic 
sense while having proper services 
for the residents and in adapting the 
future economy to harmonize with 
the preservation of the Island!’" 

The Right to Live Here 

In dealing with the item of the 
terms of reference "The Historical 
Rights of the Descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlors, Arising from their 
Settlement in 1856", Mr. Hampson 
says: "The historical rights of the 
Pitcairn descendants that were assert¬ 
ed by various witnesses in the hear¬ 
ings were these: 

1. Ownership of Norfolk Island. 

2. Self-government. 

3. Freedom from taxation. 

4. Free burial. 

5. Grazing commons. 

6 . Right to live on Norfolk Island. 

7. Right to exclude others from liv- 




ing on Norfolk Island. 

8 . Maintenance of own language and 
life-style. " 

Mr* Hampson concludes that any 
belief that Norfolk Island was actually 
ceded to die Pitcairners certainly does 
not stand up from an examination 
of the historical records.. He says; 

"It is easy to believe that the 
simple Pitcairn community could • 
have misunderstood the intention of 
the Imperial Government regarding 
their re-settlement on Norfolk Island. 
As it appears that Acting Lt. Gregory 
was instructed to press the reluctant 
minority into leaving Pitcairn Island 
w ith the majority it is quite possible 
that he made promises to them be¬ 
yond his authority." 

On the possible historical right 
of the Pitcairners to have self- 
government on Norfolk Island. Mr. 
Hampson concludes: 

"We subriit that there is no evi¬ 
dence of a historical right of self- 
government. " 

On a claimed historical right to 
freedom from taxation, Mr. Hampson 
concludes: 

"We submit that the evidence does 
not establish any historical right aris¬ 
ing from the settlement in 1856 that 
the residents in Norfolk Island should 
be free from taxation." 

On the right of free burial. Mr. 
Hampson says: 

"It is not a legal right but it is a 
custom which exists and which will 
probably continue to exist." 

As to the right to grazing commons, 
he says: 

"Again, it was only a custom... 
there seems no reason why this custom 
should not continue." 

On the subject of the right to live on 
Norfolk Island, Mr. Hampson says: 

"We submit that this is the most 
important right of the people of Pit¬ 
cairn descent. It is submitted that 
what the Imperial Government offered 
to the inhabitants of Pitcairn was the 
right to live upon Norfolk Island. It 
must be remembered that the Pit¬ 
cairners were in very straitened cir¬ 
cumstances, having out-grown the 
resources of Pitcairn Island. The 
Imperial Government, which really 
had no responsibility for the Pitcairn¬ 
ers, was not illiberal in re-settling 
them in Norfolk Island without mak¬ 
ing promises of self-government or of 
ownership of the Island. Many people 
gave evidence of their belief that the 
Queen has given Norfolk Island to the 
Pitcairners. Their ancestors had the 
same belief. From this belief they 
deduced rights of ownership, self- 
government and so on. In our sub¬ 
mission the Queen gave them Nor¬ 


folk Island in the sense mat tney 
were given the right to live there. 

We submit that the evidence discloses 
a historical right of the Pitcairners to 
live on Norfolk Island." 

He goes on to say that the right to 
exclude others from living on Nor¬ 
folk Island is - "a necessary correla¬ 
tive of the historical right to live on 
Norfolk Island". 

Mr. Hampson continues: 

"Bearing in mind the small size 
of the Island and its limited resources, 
it must become increasingly difficult 
to allow outsiders to come to reside 
on Norfolk Island if the Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants are to maintain their right 
to live on Norfolk Island. This rea¬ 
soning has been recognized over 
the years and the first migration 
ordinance became law in 1922." 

Aust. Has Sole Control 

Mr. Hampson deals at great 
length with the question of "Norfolk 
Island's Legal Position as a Terri¬ 
tory of Australia". His comments 
on dtis subject begin on page 44 and 
continue through page 62. Among 
his own conclusions. are these: 

• The Queen in Council no long¬ 
er has any power with relation to 
Norfolk Island, it is submitted, be¬ 
cause any derogative power was ex¬ 
hausted by me Order in Council of 
1914, if not before; and any power 
given by me 1855 Statute was like¬ 
wise exhausted by me same Order 
in Council. 

• The true position seems, in 
summary, to be mat Norfolk Island 
is correctly described in law as a 
"territory under me authority of 
Australia" and mat it is probably 
not unreasonable to refer to Nor¬ 
folk Island as a "territory of Austral¬ 
ia". 

•The sole power to make laws for 
the government of Norfolk Island rests 
with the Parliament of me Common¬ 
wealth of Australia. 

•This power is not restricted as to 
subject matter and it is not subject 
legally to any requirement mat the 
laws made under it must be for me 
good of me Island; the only restric¬ 
tion io me power is to be found else¬ 
where in me Commonwealth Con¬ 
stitution. 

Economy: Tourism 

On guideline (d), "The Present 
and Probable Development of me 
Economy of Norfolk Island", Mr. 
Hampson draws few conclusions 
of his own. He review* me many 
industries mat have been attempted 
on Norfolk and that have failed and 
says: "It now seems to be common 


ground mat the ptooaole uevc.Of 

ment of me economy of Norfolk 
Island will be based mainly on tour¬ 
ism. He mentions Mr. N.H. Mc¬ 
Intyre's belief in "Company activity" 
as a helpful section of me Island's 
economy and Mr. McIntyre’s belief 
mat "tourism cannot be regarded as 
a basic industry", Mr. : Hampson 
cites me testimony given by the 
Accommodation Proprietors' Associ¬ 
ation, Mrs. Eileen Dickson, Dave 
South, Bernie Christian-Bailey and 
others, and devotes several pages 
to quoting from Richard Bataille's 
support of me Quarantine Station. 

More than 20 pages of Mr. Hamp- 
son's address deal with the guide¬ 
line "Whether Social Security, 
Health, Educational, Compensa¬ 
tion and Other Benefits should be 
provided at a level similar to those 
which other Australian citizens en¬ 
joy". 

Mr. Hampson reproduces exten¬ 
sive sections of earlier transcript 
evidence concerning me Hospital, 
me Wives & Mothers Club, the 
Country Women's Association, me 
Sunshine Club, the Lions Club, me 
Red Cross, me Commonwealth De¬ 
partment of Heaim, Ian McCowan, 
Mr. W.D. Hood of me Australian 


ABOUT THIS SPECIAL f 
OS SUPPLEMENT 

MR. HAMPSON'S ADDRESS to Sir I 
John Nimmo is about 160 pages in | 
length. There are only two copies f 
on Norfolk — one at the Admin u 
and one at the Library. | 

Anyone on Norfolk who wants to | 
comment to Sir John about Mr. 
Hampson's address is invited to do 
so. The deadline isn’t clear, but | 
comments probably have to reach f 
Canberra within two or three weeks.| 
This Supplement is the News's I 
attempt to summarise Mr. Hamp- * 
son's views and circulate them at l 
once, so residents can react if N 
they want to. The Admin does | 
not plan to make any copies of [ 
the full text; and as it is covered 
by Crown Copyright no one else 
may copy it at length without spe¬ 
cific, written permission from the 
Commonwealth Government. 

If you are troubled by something 
in this News summary, get to the 
Library and read the original text. 
Send your comments direct to Sir 
John, or to the Admin for forwar- 
ding. 

Incidentally, the Supplement is 
free because anyone who has 
bought the A pril News is entitled 
to one - and we don't know who 
all that includes. 




department of Education and Mr. 

Cdan Nunn- "The material is all 
before Your Honour,” Mr. Hampson 
says, "and it is for Your Honour to 
decide between die conflicting opin¬ 
ions. The only submission we wish 
to make is id remind Your Honour 
o; the evidence that sudden change 
: -ems historically to have been re¬ 
sisted by the Islanders. Is there 
sufficient reason then to change the 
system which seems to have worked 
well enough and to have had their 
support for many years past? Is the 
best solution not to main the exist¬ 
ing system and to effect improve¬ 
ments within it rather than to replace 
it with a new system? ’’ 

Unable to Pay Tax 

When it comes to the guideline 
"The capacity and willingness of die 
Island to pay taxation or other im¬ 
posts for die provision of those bene¬ 
fits", Mr, Hampson has no doubt 
as to die majority opinion expressed 
in evidence at Commission hearings. 
He concludes: "It is more likely 
than not that the Island does not 
have the capacity to pay in full 
for the provision of the benefits re¬ 
ferred to." 

- and Unwilling to Pay 

As to the Island's willingness to 
pay taxes, he says: "It is a human 
characteristic that while a citizen 
demands services from Government 
he is never happy to an obvious de¬ 
gree in paying the taxes which will 
be used to provide those services. 

The Norfolk Islander is very human 
in this regard. Some people said 
they were willing to pay taxes to 
obtain benefits on the Australian 
model. Most want no part of taxa¬ 
tion of any kind although some con¬ 
ceded they would not object to taxes 
levied by Norfolk Island Council. 

As an assessment of willingness can 
only be based upon what people say, 
this is probably one area in which 
Your Honour can safely count heads. 

In our submission the majority 
opinion is clear; the Island is not 
willing to pay through taxation or 
other imposts for the provision of bene¬ 
fits referred to. " 

Tax Haven 

His summary on this topic is: 

"Your Honour is asked to report on 
the extent to which Norfolk Island 
'has been and is now being used'. 

In our submission it is only possible 
to answer this by saying 'it has been 
used to a significant extent' or by 
using some other form of words. It 
is impossible to discover how much 
Australian income tax was in fact 


avoided even in approximate terms. 

.. .in view of the time spent by Tax 
Department officers with compara¬ 
tively little success, it seems 
clear that it would take literally 
many years before any estimate of 
reasonable accuracy could be at¬ 
tempted. ” 

Must Control Migration 

On "Conditions for permanent ^ 
entry into the island community" 

Mr. Hampson sayf Tourism and 
population have to be carefully 
watched and clear guidelines and 
principles upon which immigration 
and entry into the population will 
be allowed must be laid down. No¬ 
body doubts the right of Norfolk 
Island people to regulate the grow* 

Of tourisiri'and immigration to the 
island. At the same time nobody 
doubts the desire to preserve the 
quaintness, the peacefulness and 
the beauty of the Island.. . plainly, 
immigration must be controlled in 
die context of an over-all plan. ” 

Qantas Wants Out 

Most of Mr. Hampson's comments 
on the guideline "The need for 
adequate communications between 
the island and the rest of the world" 
give the impression that commurti- 
c a dons on the whole are adequate 
-- except for air transport. Here is 
what Mr. Hampson says about air¬ 
line services: 

"The civil aviation authorities 
should make a decision and reco- 
mendation as soon as possible. 

Qantas does not want the service 
and it seems unfair to hold them 
to the provision of a service when 
it is incurring a loss of $750, 000 
per annum, which seemed to have 
been established on the evidence. 

"Qantas has operated DC. 4 air¬ 
craft to Norfolk Island since June 
1949. The aircraft are now obso¬ 
lete and expensive to maintain. 

Since July 1974 Qantas has been 
asking to be relieved of die ser¬ 
vice but it was asked to continue 
the service until the airport faci¬ 
lities were improved and thus 
more sophisticated aircraft could 
be used on the route. Qantas has 
lost the sum of $4,600, 000 over 
the last five years, and it is no 
longer interested in maintaining 
the service. It applied for a sub¬ 
sidy of $760,000 p. a. to compen¬ 
sate it for having to run the ser¬ 
vice and even if the airport was up¬ 
dated so as to accommodate jet air¬ 
craft such as the Boeing 707, Qantas 
would not be interested in maintain¬ 
ing the service. It is streamlining its 
fleet to 747 -type aircraft and would 


not want to keep 7 07s in service just 
for the Norfolk Island run. It is plain 
therefore that some other airline op¬ 
erator has to be given the opportu¬ 
nity to run die service. Some people 
enjoy die plane trip in the old DC. 4 
aircraft but the time has come for 
those aircraft to be replaced." 

Police and Courts O.K. 

"Need for adequate law enforce¬ 
ment and judicial machinery" is 
quite brief. He sums his views up 
by saying "Most people on the isl¬ 
and seem satisfied with the present 
system. No good reason suggests 
itself to change it in the forseeable 
future." 

Main Recoonendatlons 

Mr, Hampton's main conclusions 
on the entire. Royal Commission evi¬ 
dence and his recommendations to 
Sir John Nimmo are these: 

• "We submit that the concept of 
complete independence for Norfolk 
Island is impracticable and indeed 
its proponents were continually o- 
bliged to fall back upon the notion 
that Australia would be responsible 
for all those matters for which Nor¬ 
folk Island, because of its size, 
small population and remoteness, 
could not itself be responsible. It 
Kerns an odd tort of independence 
which must be permanently propped 
up by Big Brother." 

• "It is our submission that the ma¬ 
jority of Norfolk Islanders do not 
wish to go to the extreme of com¬ 
plete integration into Australia on 
the one hand or to the extreme of 
complete Independence on the other. 
We believe that the desire of the 
majority is to maintain a strong 
link with Australia, but to have a 
much greater say in their own af¬ 
fairs. For this reason we would sub¬ 
mit that the future status of Nor¬ 
folk Island and its constitutional re¬ 
lationship with Australia remain as 
it presently is but say that far grea¬ 
ter responsibility and government 
should go to Norfolk Island. We sub¬ 
mit Norfolk Island has far too long 
been governed administratively in 
all respects from the Australian 
mainland pursuant to laws made by 

a Parliament in whose composition 
they have no voice. " 

• "It appears to us that if the ma¬ 
jority of Norfolk Islanders want to 
be left alone as much as possible, 
there is no good reason why Australia 
should not leave them alone as much 
as possible. ” 

• "We submit that the future econo¬ 
my of Norfolk Island will be based on 
the tourist industry, but this industry 



need to be supported by a st rong 
second Industry. The most obvious 
second industry. Indeed the only one 
serious industry, is for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to support the proposed High- 
Security Animal Health Station.” 

• "If our submission regarding the 
future economy of Norfolk Island 

is correct, it follows that the social 
problems of the island will be com¬ 
paratively simple and there is no 
reason to believe that in time the 
Norfolk Island Council would be un¬ 
able to exercise all the legislative 
powers which are presently exer¬ 
cised In respect of any geographic 
part of a State of Australia by the 
local authority for that part and by 
the Parliament of that State." Mr. 
Hampton goes on to say he feels it is 
a great pity that the 1960 legislative 
powers offered to Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil were not somehow put into effect 
through compromise. 

• "We submit that it would be 
wrong to expect the Norfolk Island 
Council immediately to undertake 
the exercise of the powers which 
would ultimately be given it. We 
believe that it is only sensible that 
a start is made with some powers. 

... in relation to the powers which, 
we submit, the Council should im¬ 
mediately exercise, the Council 
should be funded by part of the Nor¬ 
folk Island revenue, say, the profits 
from the sale of stamps and the pro¬ 
fit from the Bond store. If this was 
insufficient revenue, the Council 
could raise its own. Other revenue, 
say from customs and lighterage, 
should be attributed temporarily to 
the administration of those areas 
which are not immediately given to 
the Council as its responsibility. As 
the administration or public service 
of Norfolk Island is one and as a 
number of its members fill more 
than one function it is appreciated 
that there will be some difficulty 

in the temporary division of powers. 

We do not believe it would be great 
and could be resolved by leaving 
the administration temporarily under 
the control of the Administrator ex¬ 
cept for any officer whose entire 
scope of duties falls within the area 
of Council powers...the Administra¬ 
tor and Administration would be ex¬ 
ecuting all laws whether passed by 
the Council or made by Australia. 

We would envisage a five-year plan 
at the end of which all the powers 
to which we have referred would 
be reposed to the Council." 

• "At the end of five years, it will 
be necessary that Norfolk Island re¬ 
main subject to such laws of the 
Commonwealth Parliament as are 
intended to apply to Norfolk Island. 


The type of law which we have in 
mind is the Federal law which ap¬ 
plies universally in each State and 
not the Federal law which applies 
to a Territory. In other words, laws 
relating to currency, banking, mar- 
ri age, divorce and matrimonial 
causes, bankruptcy, air and sea 
navigation, foreign affairs and so 
on, would apply on Norfolk Island 
as much as they would apply to any 
of the Australian States." 

Member for Norfolk 

• "No matter how diligent and 
keen any officers of an Australian 
Department in Canberra are in the 
protection of Norfolk Island interests, 
it appear to us that, having regard 
to the realities of the Federal ad¬ 
ministrative system, such officers 
will not be Departmental Heads or, 
if the are Departmental Heads, 
will have many other concerns than 
for Norfolk Island. Even if there is 

a Departmental Head for Norfolk 
Island, we can see that often legi¬ 
slative matters will be proposed and 
passed by the Commonwealth Par¬ 
liament as a result of initiatives 
taken by other Departments, per¬ 
haps entirely without the knowledge 
of the hypothetical Departmental 
Head of Norfolk Island. The reality 
of the situation is that many Acts 
would be passed without Norfolk 
Island even being considered, just 
as in the past many Acts have been 
passed without Norfolk Island having 
been thought of... in our submission 
the sensible solution to the problem 
of consultation is for the Common¬ 
wealth Parliament... to provide for 
a Representative for Norfolk Island 
in the House of Representatives 
where most legislation originates. 

It is conceived that the Representa¬ 
tive for Norfolk Island would be en¬ 
titled to speak on any measure but 
to vote only on a bill which was in¬ 
tended to apply in Norfolk Island. 

It is our submission that only in this 
way will the Parliament be able con¬ 
tinuously to be informed of the Nor¬ 
folk Island point of view. The salary 
and expenses of the Representative 
should be borne by Australia. There 
is no reason why such representation 
should be delayed until the expira¬ 
tion of five years. •” 

• "At the expiration of five years, 
Australia's official presence on Nor¬ 
folk Island could well be a person 
designated the Commonwealth Agent 
or something of that kind. It is en¬ 
visaged that he would act as a lia- 
son officer between the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Council and the Norfolk Island 
Administration and the Australian 
administration. He would be within 


the Department of some Minister of 
Canberra but he would be able to 
contact other Australian Depart¬ 
ments directly. ” 

• "During the operation of the five- 
year plan, it will be necessary to 
have an Administrator, however 
called, for Norfolk Island to remain 
as Head of the Administration. He 
should not be a member of the Coun¬ 
cil at all. As Head of the Admini¬ 
stration, he will, as we have sub¬ 
mitted, cause to be carried out whet 
ever laws the Council makes within 
the powers it then has and also the 
Ordinances which are made by the 
Governor in Council with the advice 
of the Norfolk Island Council in re¬ 
lation to the powers not yet given to 
the Council. At the end of five years 
he will no longer be appointed by 
Australia but will be appointed by the 
Council as the Head of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and public service." 

Powers to Council 


• "The Norfolk Island Council im¬ 
mediately should be given the powers 
similas to those given to the local 
authority for a small town in Austra¬ 
lia, that is to say matters of licensing, 
town planning, roadworks and so on. 
The powers which should probably be 
retained for up to five years should be 
police, forestry, education, hospital, 
land titles and companies office. 

There is ho need that all these powers 
be retained for five years, but they 
pould progressively be given over 

to the Norfolk Island Council. It is 
considered that at the end of five 
years there is no real reason why the 
police power should not be put un¬ 
der the Norfolk Island Council even 
though the police are recruited from 
Australia. They will retain their 
links with the Australian police for¬ 
ces, State and Federal." 

• "We realise that the submissions 
we have made fall between the de¬ 
sire of some islanders for complete 
independence and of others for com¬ 
plete integration with Australia, 

but we believe they have majority 
support. There is an unfortunate 
history on Norfolk Island of opposi¬ 
tion to a large proposal because it 
contains one point disliked by one 
group and another point disliked by 
another group and so on. The large 
proposal is defeated by the combi¬ 
nation of opponents, whose opposi¬ 
tion is only to a narrow part of the 
proposal... we believe it is in the 
best interest of real Norfolk Islanders 
that an acceptable compromise be 
reached on its relationship with 
Australia for the future." 
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been empty shops where "Billy Tins" 
used to be. One is now "The Nor¬ 
folk Trader (ee dee bee)" -- and if 
you don't tip to the "edb" ask pro¬ 
prietor Ken Nobbs. The shop caters 
for both tourist and resident interests, 
a massive array of soft toys living 
side-by-side with washing machines. 
It is also advertising a new kind of 
toilet, invented in Sweden; if it’s as 
good as advertised it will make peo¬ 
ple wish they'd never had a septic 
tank put in. 

The adjoining shop now houses 


SEN. R. G. WITHERS has to get good 
marks for his activity on Norfolk's 
behalf since he became Minister re¬ 
sponsible for the Island a few months 
ago. 

Despite much re-organising of his 
Department, and despite a trip to 
Cocos-Keeling and Christmas Island 
(where he found great strife with re¬ 
cently militant unions) he has found 
time to - 

• Visit Norfolk, look over the Isl¬ 
and, meet with Council and talk 
with many residents; 

• Noticed that the 'Sirius’ anchor 
needs expert restoration, and offer¬ 
ed to have Australia do the work 
free; 

• Re-instated a group of skilled 
men on the Kingston Restoration 
Team, who had been given notice 
because of shortage of money; 

• Arranged prompt payment of the 
Restoration funds that had been put 
up by the Admin to keep work mo¬ 
ving; 

t Taken up the idea of Norfolk’s 
operating the power house itself 
(he has asked for a specific pro¬ 
posal, which the Electricity Board 
is working up now); 

• Arranged for the Wives and Mo¬ 
thers Club to lease Middlegate land 
for a pre-school centre, as soon as 
the Club accepts; 

• And is considering another visit 
here next month. 

That’s pretty good attention, bear¬ 
ing in mind that Norfolk Island is 
probably less than 1 °Ic of what's on 
his plate. 

• 

EDB IN BP 


A DEFINITE LIFT for Burnt Pine has 
been the re-opening of what had 
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"South Pacific Shipping and Travel", 
which is to be the new name for the 
South Pacific Shipping Co., CCC's 
agents on the Island. 

For a year or more Ken Nobbs and 
Geoff Bennett, the principals, have 
been booking passengers into ocean 
voyages aboard CCC vessels. They'd 
like to provide further travel ser¬ 
vices on the Island, and the Taylor’s 
Rd. shopfront will assist in such ex¬ 
pansion, as well as providing better 
office and customer facilities for the 
freight side of the business. Enid 
Plant is the manager of the new 
office. 

• 

BOUNTY GUEST? 

PLANS FOR BOUNTY Day next month 
have taken on extra interest with the 
possibility that the Governor-General 
(Sir John Kerr) may come over for a 
three-day visit then. He would ar¬ 
rive Monday June 7 th, accompanied 
by Sen. R. G. Withers and Mrs. Wi¬ 
thers, They would attend the Anniver¬ 
sary celebrations and Picnic as the 
guests of the Council, and the Gov¬ 
ernor-General would be host at an 
official dinner that night. 


REACTING. TO THE ADDRESS 

"HAMPSON’S REPORT", which is 
how the notes for the summing-up 
address of Counsel Assisting the Roy¬ 
al Commission on Norfolk has come 
to be known, has brought a relative¬ 
ly quiet reaction on the Island. 

Despite protests about the availa¬ 
bility of only one public copy, few 
people have read it. When we last 
checked the Library copy had been 
lying on a table unused most of the 
time, and only six people had giv¬ 


en it more than a quick glance. 

A great many people read last 
month’s special supplement to the 
News, in which we tried to boil 
down the report without bias or com¬ 
ment. The Council studied the re¬ 
port and discussed it, and decided 
not to make any formal reply to it. 
The committee of the Citizens' 
Association wrote a long reply that 
was debated at a meeting atten¬ 
ded by 57 people, and approved 
by most of them with some changes. 
That reply says Norfolk ought to 
have control of everything but de¬ 
fense and foreign affairs; there 
should be no company tax on the 
Island; Norfolk Island Airlines 
should be given the Norfolk-to- 
Sydney run; a Quarantine Station 
would be "completely incompatible 
with tourism; immigration should be 
on the points system that chairman 
Graham Hitchins proposed at the 
Commission hearings; that a Mem¬ 
ber in the House for Norfolk would 
be a bad idea; and that Parliament 
should pass an Act excluding Nor¬ 
folk from any Acts it is now includ¬ 
ed in, including divorce and bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

The Flora and Fsuna Society dis¬ 
cussed the Hampson Report and were 
against the Quarantine Station and 
an extended airport. They thought 
immigration should be able to be on 
a one-in-one-out basis so that any¬ 
one who wanted to leave the Island 
could sell his property and assure 
the buyer of residence rights. They 
agreed that five years' living here 
was too long a qualification for the 
right to vote, but thought voting 
should be voluntary rather than com¬ 
pulsory - - to eliminate transients 
who probably wouldn't take the 
trouble to vote. 

• 

DISCOVERY IN INDIA 

AN INDIAN school headmaster has 
discovered a bug that destroys lan- 
tana, and apparently does not da¬ 
mage anything else. Lantana is a 
plague in his native Uttar Pradesh, 
as it is here. TIME magazine tells 
about it in its April 19th issue. Any 
ideas on how Norfolk might explore 
the possibility of getting some? 

They could be a wonderful boon 
to the Island's productivity. 


THE RIGHT TO COME HOME 

IT’S ONLY A SMALL cloud on the 
horizon just now. Perhaps it will 
drift away and disappear, but if it 
comes this way it could bring the 



Island a sad and bitter storm. 

In other parts of the world it is 
known as "racism'', but Norfolk has 
always been free of it. 

It can be a fine thing for the mem¬ 
bers of a race to honour their tradi¬ 
tions and their ancestors --to feel 
a special closeness and pleasure in 
one another's company -- to preserve 
what is good in the way of life han¬ 
ded down to them. This is so wheth¬ 
er the race is Norwegians or Pitcairn¬ 
ers or Spaniards or Britishers. 

Supporting the ideals and beliefs 
of a particular race can make life 
richer for all. But history shows 
that trouble begins when racial lines 
are set down in the written laws of a 
country. Such laws don't just give 
support to one race; they are declar¬ 
ations against other races. When 
this begins human heartbreak begins, 
and it can last for decades and for 
generations. 

There are many shameful examples 
in history. In the U. S., where black 
people used to be slaves, the feelings 
about racism grew so deep that they 
led to a civil war, with brothers in 
the same family joining opposing 
armies and going to war against 
each other. 

Germany was bombed to ruins be¬ 


cause the German people listened 
to, and accepted. Hitler's preach¬ 
ings that the Aryan race was super¬ 
ior and deserved special rights. 

In South Africa the laws say still 
that white South Africans are entit¬ 
led to the most rights, "Europeans" 
to die next most rights, "Cape co¬ 
loured" to the next most, and black 
South Africans to very few. South 
Africa is in tragic trouble because 
of these laws, and the end is not in 
sight. 

On another page in this issue is a 
report of changes that are being con¬ 
sidered in Norfolk’s Immigration Or¬ 
dinance. One suggested change is 
that the words "... a direct lineal 
descendant of 'Pitcairn Island’ de- 
sceht..." be written into the law, 
in a way so that people of other ra¬ 
ces would have lesser right to live on 
Norfolk. 

The reasons for this suggestion are 
clear and they are reasonable. To 
begin with, almost everyone who 
has thought about it agrees that im¬ 
migration to Norfolk needs to be re¬ 
stricted somehow, for the good of 
all the Island. 

Btlt regardless of any immigration 
law, for as long as anyone can re¬ 
member Pitcairners have always been 


free to leave Norfolk, their home¬ 
land, when they wanted to -- and to 
return when they wanted to. Over the 
past couple of years, however, the 
Immigration Ordinance has been en¬ 
forced strictly. As a result there are 
Pitcairners overseas who are allowed 
to come home only on a six-months’ 
temporary permit. This simply does 
not seem right - - and the law ought 
to be changed. 

Must it be changed by writing ra¬ 
cial distinctions into the law? For 
the Island's sake we hope not. 

Perhaps it would control Norfolk’s 
population well enough if anyone 
gained automatic right to live here 
by being born on the Island or by 
having a parent or grand-parent who 
was. Scarcely any Pitcairner would 
be left out. A small number of non- 
Pitcairners would be included. 

There would be good precedent tpr 
such a guideline in the British law. 

The only "loser", having the 
law written that way, would be some¬ 
one who felt powerfully that every¬ 
one other than Pitcairners ought to 
be shut out of Norfolk. 

There are no doubt occasional mo¬ 
ments when any Pitcairner thinks 
that sounds like a marvelous idea 
-- but to argue it seriously in the 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island's 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may ^it in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please; make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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Norfolk Island Council Chamber 
would be something else again. 

That would be overlooking some 
bitter lessons that history sets out 
for all to see. ^ 

neil McIntyre retires 

IT WAS SHEER coincidence that just 
a few days after the Australian High 
Court brought down its decision that 
Norfolk is part of the Commonwealth, 
Neil Halley McIntyre announced his 
retirement as a partner in the Island’s 
law firm, McIntyres, Solicitors. He 
had been planning it for some time. 

Duncan McIntyre continues the 
firm as proprietor, with John Brown 
becoming his associate. 

POOR PUBLICITY 

"GETTING HIGH on Norfolk” was 
thg^headline on a large feature ar¬ 
ticle in the Sydney Morning Herald 
one Saturday last month. The author 
had read one piece after another 
about drugs on the Island in the 
local weekly, and concluded that 
they must be a growing, major 
problem here. 

But lest friends overseas get the 
idea that Norfolk is on the way to 
becoming another Katmandu, lit¬ 
tered with hippies stoned out of 


their minds, we offer what we be¬ 
lieve, after many inquiries, to be 
the situation here, so far as drugs 
g°- 

To the best of our belief, "pot” 
is smoked reasonably regularly by 
two small groups on the Island, and 
by a very small sprinkling of adult 
individuals. The authorities are 
quite well aware of who they are, 
ignoring them so long as there is no 
reason to think they may be distur¬ 
bing the rest of the community. 
There is concern about youngsters 
who come to the Island on six- 
months' work permits, bringing 
drugs with them. They are watched 
closely and a number of them have 
been bounced off the Island back to 
where they came from. There is no 
evidence of "hard" drugs on the Isl¬ 
and. There is concern that Norfolk 
might somehow become a 1 transfer 
point for drugs flowing to other 
countries, and the avenues for doing 
such a: thing are watched like a 
hawk, with close collaboration from 
mainland narcotics experts. There 
is, generally, an attitude on the 
part of a large number of residents 
that "pot" probably is not in itself 
more damaging than alcohol -- but 
they fear it all the same, as a step¬ 
ping stone to more damaging drugs; 


and they don't want pot here. The 
local Magistrates have taken a 
view that is probably sterner than 
most Australian courts would: if 
a person is proved to have had pos¬ 
session of cannabis, they fine him 
or her $ 1 , 000. This does not seem 
unduly harsh to the community in 
general. There do not seem to be 
any professional "pushers” of drugs 
on the Island. As a broad state¬ 
ment, the "drug problem on Nor¬ 
folk" appears to us to be less than 
in almost any mainland city, and 
far less than in the larger cities; 
and there are no signs that it is on 
the way to becoming any worse 
than it is. 


CONSUL GENERAL COMING 

THE U.S. CONSUL-General for Nor¬ 
folk Island (he also looks after anoth¬ 
er area called "New South Wales") 
arrives May 5th for a brief and in¬ 
formal visit of several days. On 
Thursday the 6th he will make his 
one official appearance, which will 
be an 8. 00pm talk at the Museum ■ 
Building (under the auspices of the 
Norfolk Island Museum Trust) on the 
U.S, Bi-Centenial year, and the 
historic links between the U.S, and 
Norfolk. Everyone is welcome. 
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Racial Barrier 


PLANS FOR NEW Norfolk immigra¬ 
tion r ules should be aired at the 
Council meeting on May 5th. 

Many residents tuned in to the 
April meeting expecting to hear the 
subject debated, but it was put off. 

The debate is to be based on a 
set of proposals in a paper prepared 
by Legal Adviser David Rumpit be¬ 
fore he resigned his post earlier 
this year. 

Mr. Rumpit said the proposals have 
been recommended by Council over 
the-past five y$airs, or have been 
recommenced bytbe Deputy Admin¬ 
istrator or previous Administrators. 

One of the recoramenda tions by 
the, Deputy Administrator is that 
"Pitcaifn desfcfent" should be written 
intiV Aft Yaw aiitbmatic qualifica¬ 
tion fbr.^ejfi<ience uni^5 a .family 
has beeTf alaent' frbfn"ihe island for 
three generations. 

It appears that this would be the 
first occasion in modern times when 
Pitcairn descent was mentioned in a 
Norfolk law as entitling an individual 
to special rights. 

Existing law 

The law now in effect provides 
automatic residence for anyone bom 
on the Island (unless they've changed 
citizenship) and for a resident's 
children, spouse, widow, widower 
or dependent parent, or the widow 
or widower of someone born on the 
island. The law applies equally to 
all, whether of Pitcairn descent or 
not. 

In the "Rumpit Paper" it is pro¬ 
posed to cut this list to two types of 
people. A "direct lineal descendant 
of 'Pitcairn Island' descent, whose 
grandfather, grandmother, father or 
mother has at some stage of his or 
her life lived on Norfolk Island" 
would automatically get resident 
status. Others would get automat¬ 
ic residence by being bom on the 
Island -- but only if the mother or 
father was a resident when the child 
was born. 

Anyone else would have to go 
through a five-year period of renew¬ 
ing permits, being restricted to an 
approved job, and hoping for the 
best. 

At April Council meeting Cr. 
McIntyre said he thought Australia's 
Racial Discrimination Act had a 
direct bearing on the proposal to 


Pro posed -i ft Im migration La w 


give preference to people of Pitcairn 
descent. The Deputy Administrator 
said he thought if Council put some¬ 
thing forward on racial discrimina¬ 
tion, it would be for Australia to 
say why it couldn't be done, rather 
than for Council to tell Australia why 
it couldn't be done. 

Cr. Blucher recalled Mr. Rumpit's 
saying the Act allowed special treat¬ 
ment in favour of a minority, 
but then further discussion was post¬ 
poned to a later meeting. 

(The-Racial Discrimination Act 
includes Australia's acceptance of 
a United Nations programme for out¬ 
lawing the use of race or descent in 
deciding who gets what rights, in- 
c ll(din g?‘afripi g^nflan y others /’the 
right to freedom of movemen t and 
residence.it allows charitable 
benefits for certain races, and tem¬ 
porary protections for certain races 
until they get on an even footing 
with other races. It applies to Nor¬ 
folk Island. It was only made law 
recently, and exactly how it will be 
applied in Australia and Australian 
Territories remains to be seen.) 

The Rumpit Paper recommends 
that Enter-and-Remain Permits be 
changed to one-year permits called 
"General Entry Permits". The present 
Temporary Permits would h ave their 
name changed to "Work Permits" 
and would last for six months, as 
now. Both types of permits would be 
renewable at the discretion of the 
Administrator. 

The proposed General Entry Permit 
would be issued by the Administrator 
after considering why the applicant 
wanted to live on Norfolk; what kind 
of work the applicant planned to do, 
and whether this was desirable for 


ME MERE WRONG 

IN THE APRIL News it was stated 
that time living on Norfolk under a 
Temporary Entry Permit does not 
count toward the five years’ residence 
needed before official residential 
status can be applied for. This was 
an error; all time living here counts 
toward the qualification, under the 
present law. But residential status 
cannot be given to anyone who holds 
only a Temporary Permit, regard¬ 
less of how long they've lived here. 


the Island economy; and the appli¬ 
cant's health, good character and 
financial means. When issued, such 
permits would state that the holder 
could not take up any trade or pro¬ 
fession other than the approved one, 
without further approval from the 
Administrator. 

Cancel present permits 

The Rumpit Paper proposes that 
present holders of Enter-and-Remain 
Permits would have them cancelled, 
and would be given a 12-month 
General Entry Permit instead. 

Specific criteria proposed for the 
granting of, a sjx-moqths Work Per¬ 
mit Would incliide considering the 
applicant’s Character, health arid 
qualifications for the specific job 
opening; the availability of "local 
labour" to fill the job: and "whether 
because of an applicant’s physical 
characteristics and mental attitude 
the applicant is a person who is 
likely to adapt to the life on Nor¬ 
folk Island". As with present 
Temporary Entry Permits, the hol¬ 
der of a Work Permit would have to 
hold on to his specified job in 
order to stay on the Island. 

The Immigration Review Board 
would be recognised in the proposed 
changes in the law. It has no 
official status under the existing 
Ordinance. 

The Board's unofficial status was 
one of several immigration matters 
that a Citizens' Association dele¬ 
gation took up with Sen. R. G. 

Withers, Minister for Administra¬ 
tive Services, in a letter in March. 

"A misconception exists in the 
community that the Immigration 
Review Board is a committee of the 
Norfolk Island Council which it 
certainly is not," the letter says. 
"Apparently it does not even report 
to the full Council... the delegation 
by the Administrator to the Board of 
confidences of people concerned is 
wrong and quite possibly actionable. 
They are nor members of his staff 
nor are they persons whom he is 
authorised to consult... " 

The delegation's letter proposes 
that the Board should be abolished, 
that there should be definite tests of 
entitlement to a permit, and that it 
should be possible to appeal a de¬ 
cision before the Court of Pe.tty Ses¬ 
sions or some similar public hearing. 



SIX MONTHS’ TREATMENT FOR 

HISTORIC KINGSTON RELICS 


THE AUSTRALIAN Minister now re¬ 
sponsible for Norfolk Island Admini¬ 
stration (Sen. R. G. Withers, Mini¬ 
ster for Administrative Services) 
put his interest in historical mat¬ 
ters and his Island responsibilities 
both into action after has visit here 
in March. 

Shortly after returning to Canber¬ 
ra he wrote Deputy Administrator 
C. I. Buffett as follows: 

“ My dear Deputy Administrator, 

"You will recall that during my 
recent visit to Norfolk Island I ex¬ 
pressed some concern as to the con¬ 
dition of the cannons and anchor 
from 'HMS Sirius' on display out¬ 
side the old Officers' Quarters at 
Kingston. 

* I understand these valuable relics 
have received only minimal treat¬ 
ment to prevent their deterioration 
and that unless they receive full 
stabilisation treatment, there is a 
very real danger that they will com¬ 
pletely deteriorate within the next 
thirty years. 


"I have had enquiries made as to 
what might be done to remedy the 
situation and am informed that 
facilities are available in Australia 
for the necessary stabilisation treat¬ 
ment which would take about six 
months. 

• Before proceeding any further 
with the matter, I would like to 
have the views of the Norfolk Island 
Council. I would be grateful there¬ 
fore if you would put to the Coun¬ 
cil the proposal that I am prepared 
to arrange for the full stabilisation 
treatment of these relics at no cost 
to Norfolk Island and for their re¬ 
turn after treatment, if the Council 
agrees." 

The Deputy Administrator recei¬ 
ved the letter on the April 7th 
Qantas plane from Sydney and put 
it to Norfolk Island Council that 
afternoon. 

The Minister's offer was quickly 
accepted, Cr. Duncan McIntyre 
speaking first and Cr. Ab Bathie 
quick to second him. 

President of Commitees Richard 


Bataille followed with the idea 
that it might be a good time to 
attend to some other unfinished his¬ 
torical business. 'T wonder would it 
be worth the Administration and 
Council's efforts to recover the other 
anchor from the 'Sirius' in the shal¬ 
low waters off the reef. Its location 
is known to certain members on the 
Island. 

■ But is the still-sunken one actually 
from the 'Sirius’? Cr. Bruce McKen¬ 
zie raised the question: "I think, 

Mr. Chairman, we've got to be very 
careful... there is still some doubt 
as to whether that anchor is off the 
'Sirius’. 

The Deputy Administrator took 
the remarks about the anchor ly¬ 
ing off the reef, but said "I think 
we accept this offer and leave it 
at that." 

There was some doubt in Council 
as to whether the "Bounty” cannon, 
just inside the Admin entrance, had 
ever been correctly treated; but in¬ 
quiry turned up the fact that it had 
been done on the Island -some years 
ago. The procedure and chemical 
treatment followed expert main¬ 
land advice. 

The Minister's offer on the three 
"Sirius" relics has been accepted, 
and shipping advice is awaited. 


V^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXNV 

^ 'k Margaret Fulton in Woman's Day; X 

. 1 


★ Johnny Walker in The Johnny Walker Cookbook; 

”... a young couple started a restaurant 
- and put the finishing touch to Norfolk Island 
as a perfect holiday places.. Paddy and Dick 
.... have a cocktail bar where they serve 
brilliant concoctions using the juice from the 
local fruit, and a good wine list... 

"If you're going their way, remember their 
interesting and refreshingly localised menu. 1 * 


"Food at the Garrison Restaurant is of world 
standard. It is refreshing to visit a restaurant 
where the hosts use the best and freshest of 
local foods and add the touch of magic which 
only good cooks can." 

★ Neil Ainsworth in Qantas Airways; 

"The Garrison restaurant is well worth an 
evening or two.. .The food is delightfully 
different with the emphasis on local products." 



#3ean Tennant in The Australian: 

"At the Garrison, all sorts of original 
dishes prepared from the local produce by 
Paddy Cavill... Let's hope the good and 
original thrive:" 


★ Kevon Kemp in The National Times : 

.. Paddy and Dick Cavill have already 
made, it seems to me. a distinctive cuisine 
of their own, created from the specialties 
of the island itself." 


^ our distinguished a la carte menu only on Wed.through Sat.; please book-2073 ^ 

^XXXXX\XXXXXXXXXX\XXXX\XXVvXX^X\XXXXXV^X^X\X^^^^C^^ 


G the . 

arrison 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 
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THE HIGH COURT SETTLES A BASIC NORFOLK QUESTION - 


We're Part of The Commonwealth - But Sir John Nlmoo Has a Free Hand to 
Recommend that the Island Should Have a Different Status In the Future 


AFTER MANY YEARS of argument 
and doubt, legal opinions and theory 
ising, Norfolk Island’s relationship 
to Australia-has finally been decided. 

On March 30th the High Court 
of Australia decreed that - - ’ 

• Norfolk Island is a part of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. 

• The Australian Parliament's 
power to make laws for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is "plenary" -- that is, com¬ 
plete, and not limited by restric¬ 
tions. 

•Australian income tax laws 
covering Norfolk are valid, regard¬ 
less of the fact that the taxes raised 
are not spent for Norfolk's benefit. 

• The Australian Tax Commission¬ 
er has the right to require any per¬ 
son or company on Norfolk to pro¬ 
vide information or file a return 

for any year, regardless of whether 
the person or company may Owe 
any tax. 

The High Court's.decision is 
final. The case it considered can’t 
be taken any further, or appealed. 

(The case was "Berwick Limited 


-v-R. R. Gray, Deputy Commission¬ 
er of Taxation". Berwick Limited 
had been ordered by a Sydney Court 
of Petty Sessions to put in a tax 
return for 1972-73. The company 
appealed to the High Court.) 

The decision settles one point 
that Sir John Nimmo was told to 
consider in the Royal Commission 
inquiry on Norfolk -- guideline, "c”, 
which is "Norfolk Island's legal 
position as a Territory of Australia". 

On the opening day of the Com - 
mission's hearings last July, Norfolk 
solicitor N.H. McIntyre asked whether 
the Commission was competent to 
consider Norfolk's status. He said 
the question would be coming before 
the courts soon, and wondered 
whether the Commission were being 
put in an awkward position. He said 
he had been advised that the Island's 
status was "very definitely in one 
direction", directly opposite to what 
the Australian Government seemed 
to believe. 

The Berwick case was the one he 
was referring to -- and it has now 


been decided very definitely in the 
Australian Government direction.. 

Until now, the case most often re¬ 
ferred to in questions about Norfolk's 
status was "Newberry v. The Queen” 
in 1965, in which the decision was 
that Norfolk is "a Territory placed 
by the Crown under the authority of 
the Commonwealth". 

Cedric Hampson Q. C. reached a 
similar conclusion in the final address 
of Counsel Assisting the Commission. 
"Norfolk Island is correctly described 
in law as a Territory under the 
authority of Australia", die address 
said. 

But in the Berwick case the High 
Court goes a good deal further. 
"Without questioning the correctness 
of the conclusion reached" (in the 
Newberry case) "I consider that the 
history and the historical documents 
also support the conclusion that Nor¬ 
folk Island forms part of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Australia, " Mr. Justice 
Mason writes in the Berwick case. 

His conclusions are supported by four 
other High Court judges, induing 


MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1 907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 
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Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 

.• /* / ; •• 
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the Chief Justice, Sir Garfield Bar- 
wick. 

The Berwick decision is a very 
important one for Norfolk, in the 
opinion of Sir John Nimmo. He ask¬ 
ed the Commission's Secretary 
(Mr. Lynn Dudley) to send a copy 
of the decision directly to the Admin¬ 
istration, and suggested copies should 
go to the press "so that details of 
the judgment can be widely publish¬ 
ed on the Island". 

But the High Court ruling does 
not touch Sir John’s main assign¬ 
ment, which is to inquire into, re¬ 
port on and make recommendations 
on the future status of Norfolk and 
its constitutional relationship to 
Australia, and the most appropriate 
form of administration for the Isl¬ 
and if its constitutional position is 
changed. 

Excerpts from Mr. Justice Mason ; s 
statements in the Berwick case: 

'The power conferred by s. 122 i? 
a plenary power capable of exercise 
in relation to Territories of varying 
size and importance which are at 
different stages of political and 
economic development. It is suff¬ 
iciently wide to enable the passing 
of laws providing for the direct ad¬ 
ministration of a Territory by the 
Australian Government without sep¬ 
arate territorial administrative in¬ 
stitutions or a separate fiscus; yet 
on die other hand it is wide enough 
to enable Parliament to endow a 
Territory with separate political, 
representative and administrative, 
institutions, having control of its 
own fiscus. Consequently there is 
no foundation for concluding that 
the imposition of a tax on the resi¬ 
dents of a Territory to be paid into 
Australian consolidated revenue 
stands outside the Territories' 
power. 

The appellant's argument that 
because the taxes raised are paid in¬ 
to Australian consolidated revenue, 
they are imposed otherwise than for 
the benefit of Norfolk Island is at 
best an assertion unsupported by any 
material facts." 


'Special considerations affected 
those Territories which were held ■ 
under mandate from the League of 
Nations or under trusteeship from 
the United Nations but, with this 
qualification, it is my opinion, in 
conformity with the views expressed 
by Barwick C.J. and Menzies J. in 
Spratt v. Hermes (at p. 247 and 
p. 270 respectively), that external 
Territories form part of the Common¬ 


wealth of Australia and that, in 
consequence, the Parliament, by 
laws enacted pursuant to s. 51(ii), 
may impose and regulate the im¬ 
position of income tax in the ex¬ 
ternal Territories. 

There are in any event powerful 
reasons for regarding Norfolk Island 
as part of the Commonwealth. The 
history of, and the historical docu¬ 
ments relating to, Norfolk Island 
are set out in some detail in the 
judgment of Eggleston J. in New- 
bery v. The Queen (1965), 7 F.L.R. 
34. In that case it was his Hon¬ 
our's conclusion that Norfolk Isl¬ 
and was a Territory placed by the 
Crown under the authority of the 
Commonwealth within the mean¬ 
ing of s. 122. Without questioning 
the correctness of the conclusion 
reached by his Honour, I consider 
that the history and the historical 
documents also support the con¬ 
clusion that Norfolk Island forms 
part of die Commonwealth of 
Australia." 


'The provisions of s. 162(1) are 
couched in the widest terms and are 
capable of applying to persons out¬ 
side Australia who are not Australian 
residents. Although in certain cir¬ 
cumstances there is a presumptive 
rule of construction that a statute 
will be read as applying to persons 
and things within the jurisdiction, 
there is no occasion for so construing 
a provision in a revenue statute 
which entitled the Crown to require 
the giving of information relevant 
to the establishment of the existence 
of a liability to taxation. Plainly 
enough a power to require persons 
to give information relating to in¬ 
come earned cannot be confined, 
as the appellant seeks to confine it, 
to persons who have earned income 
and who are legally liable to taxa¬ 
tion In its nature the power, if it 
is to serve a useful purpose, must ex¬ 
tend beyond the actual class of per¬ 
sons who have incurred a liability 
to pay income tax." 


'Once s. 162 is read in this fash¬ 
ion it becomes apparent that it is 
in terms unaffected by the pro¬ 
visions of s. 22 of Act No. 164 of 
1972. That Act dealt with the im¬ 
position of income tax in Norfolk 
Island on and after 20th July, but 
it left untouched the Commissioner's 
power under s. 162 to require a resi¬ 
dent of Norfolk Island to lodge a 
return of his income before and 
after that date." 


SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

3 1 
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(^ouncil^Jranscript 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


Cr. Bataille: I have a Works Com¬ 
mittee report Mr. Chairman. Con- 
sequental correspondence received 
by Council from Norfolk Island Gun 
Club: 

"It was resolved at the Council 
Meeting of 3rd March that the matter 
be referred to the Works Committee 
to meet with members of the Norfolk 
Island Gun Club to have an on site 
inspection and report back to Coun¬ 
cil. 

The area was inspected and all 
councillors present agreed on the suit¬ 
ability of the area.for the Club's 
activities. The Club expressed the 
desire to carry out certain improve¬ 
ments listed hereunder: - 
(The plans mentioned were for minor 
levelling and removing noxious weeds; 
removing the concrete foundations of the 
old fish factory - see photo next page - 
temporary fencing until new grass grows; 
building a trap pit 3X3.4 metres and a 
gear shed, with toilet, 7X7 metres; and 
a barbeque area that would normally be 
available to the public. Buildings would 
"be so situated as to blend in with sur¬ 


rounds and as far as practical out of sight. " out i ay of any mo ney, I approached 
The whole area would be open to the pub- previous Administrator re a poss- 
lic except when a shoot was scheduled.) ible site where ^s type of sportiag 
The Cockpit area under consider- activity could be carried out. He 

ation was used by the New Zealand offered verbally the Pt. Hunter area. 

Armed Forces as a rifle range during I passed this information on to others 
World War II. concerned who thought this area not 

Recommendations: suitable because of the amount of 

That Council support the appli- people who visited the Emily Bay 

cation of the Norfolk Island Gun Club area . Then we looked elsewhere for 

for permission to conduct shoots at private land. Most areas suitable 

the Cockpit in the Cascade area and were inaccessible, and finally an 

suggest that negotiations be entered approach was made to Mr. Bernie 

into between the Gun Club and the Bailey for the use of a small section 

Administrator with a view to resolv- Q f his land at Simons Water. He glad- 

ing the matter to the satisfaction of i y gave us this request as a temporary 

both parties concerned." measure to see how things went. As 

Cr. McKenzie: Sir, I would like to interest is still building up and not 

give a brief run-down on the Gun declining, this has given members 

Club, if possible, seeing that my name the encouragement to endeavour to 
was previously mentioned in the letter. obtain the use of a piece of land 

The Norfolk Island Gun Club is a suited for this sport. 1 feel this 

constituted body. The Norfolk Island club is not creating a precedent by 
Gun Club was first formed 18 months asking Council for the use of part of 

ago when 15 people paid the sum of the area known as Cockpit. If such 

$15 each to purchase clay target throw- a request was granted, it is intend¬ 
er, clay pigeons and cartridges. Mem- ed to incorporate a small-bore 


bership now stands at 35. Prior to the range on this site, which is a far 



‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

I S LAN D - OW NED 

Our specialty is plenty of good Island food at a 
price suited to the family on a budget: 

Mon., Tues., Thurs. and Fri. a really nice four- 
course dinner, with a choice of six main dishes 
and four desserts — all for only $4 a person 

Sun. and Wed. night we have a fine Island Style 
smorgasbord and then show a current-run film, and 
it's still only $4 a person. 

New Cascade Rd. ■ Phone 2185 
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cheaper sport than clay pigeon shoot¬ 
ing. This, the committee, feels 
will encourage senior school child¬ 
ren who would be taught to shoot 
plus gun safety which is a most im¬ 
portant part of the sport. 

The club has sought affiliation 
with the Australian Clay Pigeon Asso¬ 
ciation but has been told our set-up 
is too primitive, which means a 
permanent trap-house would have to 
be installed with correct throwing 
gear. This structure is only three 
ft. above the ground and is 6 ft. long 
and 4 ft. wide and if painted green 
would hardly be seen. 

Once the club is affiliated, it would 
be bringing visiting teams from the 
mainland for competition shooting as 
other sporting clubs do on the island. 

Mr. Chairman this organisation is 
offering to beautify another small sec¬ 
tion of the island and is creating anoth¬ 


er recreation activity, and I feel they 
should be given full support. 

Mr. Chairman I also fully realise 
and appreciate the problems regarding 
the use of Crown Land, but» -as other 
sporting organisations use Crown Land, 

I respectfully ask you to find ways in 
which this organisation can have 
access to the land. 

Dep. Admin; Thank you Cr. McKen¬ 
zie. Any further comments? 

Cr. Bataille: 1 support the remarks 
of Cr. McKenzie wholeheartedly, 

Mr. Chairman. We have the problem 
of course of -- I’m not quite sure 
whether it's part of the Quarantine 
Station or of Cascade Reserve -- 
Dep. Admin: It's part of the Quaran¬ 
tine Reserve and part of the Cascade 
Reserve. 

Cr. Bataille: We did approach the 
Minister to have the fish factory estab¬ 
lished and I think the place was sur¬ 


veyed off for that purpose and it went 
through this Council that no other 
lease of that area would be granted, 
but I’m all in favour of the beautifi¬ 
cation of this area. Not-only the 
Gun Club will benefit from the facil¬ 
ities they will install. F rom what I 
can gather here, Mr. Chairman, 
we will have toilets in the area, we 
will also have a barbecue area and 
it’s quite a popular picnic area with resi¬ 
dents and a fishing area amongst 
the residents, and I think Mr. Chair¬ 
man we should encourage the Gun 
Club. This is my way of saying that 
if club activities on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and were allocated certain areas, 
even if it is Crown Land or whatever 
they come under, that it's a beautifi¬ 
cation that relieves the Council and 
the Administration of a lot of work 
in keeping these areas in a neat 
and respectable condition, and 1 
feel that the beautification of the 
Cockpit area which is one of Nor¬ 
folk's beauty spots.. but right now 
it's not quite a beauty spot when the 
noxious weeds are just starting to 
take over. And, also Mr. Chairman 
that back in the past I can remember 
when we used to have the rifle range 
at Pt. Hunter Reserve in the vicinity 
of I think where your explosive maga¬ 
zine is at the moment, right at the 
point there and from Government 
House onwards, and we used to use 
the whole of that area. Now, this 
area on the Pt. Hunter Reserve 
would be not as safe as the Cockpit 
area for the purposes the Gun Club 
requires it. When you note the 
topography of the land in the Cock¬ 
pit area, that you have the hill be¬ 
hind which is part of the Quarantine 
Reserve, that it will be virtually 
impossible for an accident to happen 
to any person who happens to be 
straying around that area, whereas 
in the Kingston area to Pt. Hunter 
it would be very hard .. .or event¬ 
ually I shouldn't pass the fact that 
there could be an accident if the 
club was established in the Kingston 
area where it was in the past as a 
rifle range. I'm all in favour of 
this Mr. Chairman and 1 think we 
should give it our wholehearted sup¬ 
port, and then again whether we're 
going to deal with it like the Water¬ 
mill Dam. .whether we're going to 
make use of that area or are we go¬ 
ing to have to-go through the tech¬ 
nicalities of the situation and de¬ 
prive a club of their activities and, 
knowing Norfolk fairly well myself, 

I don't think there’s another area on 
Norfolk Island - private or otherwise - 
that would be more suitable than 
the area outlined by the Gun Club. 



LIONEL HILL OF THE GUN CLUB POINTS OUT THE ’‘COCKPIT’’ AREA AT 
CASCADE. WHERE COUNCIL FAVOURS A NEW SHOTGUN AND RIFLE RANGE. 
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| COUNCIL 
| TRANSCRIPT 
continued 


PART OF Council's current beauti¬ 
fication programme for the Island 
is a proposed picnic area near the 
old Watermill. The idea promptly 
ran into snags because of strict laws 
against cutting into Kingston Com¬ 
mon. In this debate Cr. Bataille 
presses hard for the idea, saying in 
effect "let’s cut the red tape and 
go ahead regardless". 


Cr. Bataille:. I'd like to make a point 
in regard to creation of this nature 
r eserve at the Watermill Dam, Mr. 
Chairman, or of the common or re¬ 
serve and of the technicalities in¬ 
volved and the procedure we’d have 
to go through and the lengthy time 
it would take. My view on this, Mr. 
Chairman, is irrespective of whether 
it's a common or a reserve that the 
Council shouldn't hesitate in their 
development of that area for the use 
of the public. I mean whether the 
public can use it as a common which 
is reserved for grazing rights or 
fenced off, I think we should pro¬ 


ceed with the idea we had in mind 
of this little area - it’s only a matter 
of an acre at die most, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. and the benefit thereof or 
benefit that the community will de¬ 
rive from this I can see far outweighs 
the argument on whether we’re going 
to proceed and find out whether it’s 
a common or a reserve, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, and I’d like to see the work 
on this particular area proceed in 
this financial year so that we can 
have the funds to -- we’ve got the 
funds allocated for this purpose and 
we’ll have the job completed. 

Dep. Admin: Thank you Cr. Bataille. 
My difficulty as Administrator under 
whose care and control commons and 
reserves are vested, I have no author¬ 
ity to fence off any area of any com¬ 
mon or any public reserve. 

Cr. Bataille: Mr. Chairman I draw 
your attention to when we planted the 
row of pine trees in the Watermill 
Valley on the common that certain 
parts of that common were fenced 
for protection for the trees. I think 
the same thing can happen here 
whereby we can fence for protection 
of the trees without much public ob¬ 
jection to us fencing that area and, 
if necessary, when the trees are estab¬ 
lished beyond destruction of the stock 


it can be opened up, but the only way 
you can get that place developed is 
to have it temporarily fenced off. I 
see no difference in that or the fenc¬ 
ing’ off of those small areas round 
each individual tree in Watermill 
Dam. The point is that we did fence 
off part of the common for protection. 
Dep. Admin: I take your point Cr. 
Bataille but I don’t know exactly the 
area that is proposed to be fenced off 
in the Watermill Valley area. 

Cr. Bataille: Approximately one acre. 
Dep. Admin: Yes, but I don’t know 
the actual location. 

Cr. McIntyre; I think the Works Super¬ 
visor is aware of the area Mr. Chair¬ 
man. He’s had a look around there 
and had a look at the practicalities 
of fencing. I would very sad if any 
of the beautification works of this 
Council were held up on technical 
grounds Mr. Chairman. These pro¬ 
jects towards beautification are one 
of the, for me, the happiest things 
this Council has done. 

Dep. Admin: I’m not aware what 
t rees are intended to be planted 
there -- whether they're available-- 
whether that aspect has been inves¬ 
tigated - - whether the plants are 
available for planting immediately 
or not --I'm not sure... 



NORFOLK’S ONLY COMPLETE CAMERA STORE 


CAMERALINES 


BIGGEST RANGE...MOST BRA NDS . . . U NBE AT A B LE PRIC ES. . . PROFES SIO N A L 
ADVICE. .. DAZZLING ARRAY OF A C CES SORI ES . . . COMPREH EN SIV E STOCK 
OF FILMS, BATTERIES AND OTHER CONSUMABLES. .. FAST PROCESSING... 
CAMERA CHECKS AND MINOR REPAIRS DONE IMMEDIATELY & FREE...COM 
PARATIVE MAINLAND PRICE BOOKS A V A I LA B LE. . . T RI POD S . . . PRO JE C TORS 
... FILTERS. .. LENSES. .. CASES & GADGET BAGS. . . ENLARGERS. . . DARK¬ 
ROOM SUPPLIES. .. SPECIALISTS IN SLR, AUTOMATICS AND 110 POCKETS 


save up to 50 % or more on CAMERAS FROM $30 - $2, 500 
Save UP tO 75% or more 011FILTERS AND 0THER WANTED accessories 





MAIL ORDERS 
Sales tax and duty apply to mail 
orders on some accessories - but 
YOU STILL SAVE 2CPh AND MORE! 

Write us your requirements and 
we will advise price and availa¬ 
bility by return mail. 


JUST ARRIVED: NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR INTERNATIONAL RANGE OF 

SUPERB PHOTO ALBUMS froa $3.50 - $8.50 

CALL IN - MAKE YOUR SELECTION - THEN SHOW US THIS COUPON 
AND WE WILL BE HAPPY TO GIVE YOU A 102 Discount! 
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„ ISLAND 
HANDBOOK 


for MAY 


► what’s on 
►where to find it 

► best shopping 
►Norfolk calendar 

► island map 


► opening & closing times 

► airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

► shipping information 

► tides-sun-moon 











NORFOLK Radio Australia News at 7.30,8.30,Ipn, 2pm, 3.30pm 
RADIO Local notices/weather at 7.40,8.40,10.00,noon, 1.10pm 


VISITORS planning to buy a radio 
should buy it early and listen to out 
unique local station, VL2NI, at 
1570 on the dial. If you want news 
about Australia or NZ you won’t get 
much from the Radio Australia re¬ 


lay, which is mainly a diplomatic 
house organ. Toward dark on most 
days you can begin getting quite 
good reception of mainland radio 
stations -- face the radio toward 
the station for best results. 


ANNOUNCERS include Tony Arnold, 
Toon Buffett, Daphne Heyman, 

Beryl Lackey, Kathy LeCren, Ivan 
Milton, Sylvia Ryves, George Smith, 
Lisle Snell and Paul Towers. Ring 
2137 (not while the announcer is 
talking please) for requests. 


SUNDAY 


11. 00 Concert Half Hour 10.45 Morning Serial FRIDAY 


Transmission commences 
4. 00 Light Music 

5.30 Radio Aust. News 
6..00 Comedy 

6.30 Music & Story for 

Young People 

7.00 Evening Prog, includes 
Children's Story, Fea¬ 
ture. Drama. Classi¬ 
cal Music 
CLOSE - 10pm 
Monday 

9.15 Music Roundabout 

10. 05 Beach Boys Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11.30 Classical Showcase 
12.10 Light drama series 
CLOSE - 4pm 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Comedy Half Hour 
10.05 Music from Shows 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Notes from the 

Past 

11.15 Drama 

12.05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
CLOSE - 4pm 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 ABCScope 
10.05 Drama 


Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 
2. 00 (First Wed. of month 
only) N.l. Council 
Meeting. 

6. 00 pm Evening Prog. 
Pick of the week. 


Includes Comedy, Drama, 
Book Review, 'Scope'. 
THURSDAY 


10. 05 Drama Series 


10.45-Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 
1.15S.D.A. Programme 
CLOSE - 4pm 


9.15 Music Feature 

10.05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.15 Church of England Prog. 
CLOSE - 4 pm 
SATURDAY 

10.00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Pop Feature Prog. 

12. 00 & 12.40 Local News 
12. 05 Requests 

1.10 Radio Aust. Sports 
4.00 Young Mood 
6.00 Moving Music 
CLOSE - 9pm 



SHIPPING 

services are subject to altera¬ 
tion of dates and voyage routes. 
Schedules shown here are approximate. 
COMPAGNIE DE CHARGEURS CALE- 
DON1ENS operates a four-weekly 
cargo service from Onehunga, N. Z. 
and a four-weekly service from Sydney. 
The Company is also able to bring 
cargo from Lord Howe Island on its 
way from Sydney. Passenger berths 
are sometimes available; generally 
Norfolk Island residents are given 
priority for them. 

CCC's Norfolk agents are South Pacif¬ 
ic Shipping Co. (tel. 2018 or 2131). 

In Sydney, Hetherington Kingsbury 
(tel. 27-1671). In Auckland, Maritime 
Services Ltd. (tel. 75509). 


KARLANDER (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD. 
operates the M.V. Tauloto II on a 
monthly cargo service from Sydney. 
The vessel then continues to Suva, . 
Nuku’alofa and back to Sydney. 
Passenger berths sometimes available 
but Tongan residents are given prior¬ 
ity and usually take them. 

Karlander's agents in Norfolk are 
Martin's Agencies (tel. 2021). In 
Sydney, Karlander's office is at 19 
Pitt Street (tel. 27-6301). 
SOFRANE-UN1 LINES Groupement D'- 
Interet Economique operates a four¬ 
weekly cargo service, currently with 
the M.V. Oriental Surveyor, from 
Auckland and Tauronga. N. Z. The 
vessel continues from Norfolk to 
other islands, usually including New 
Caledonia and the New Hebrides. 


Sofrane's agents in Norfolk are Nor¬ 
folk Transport Services (tel. 2181). 

In N.Z. die company has its own 
office at 42 Customs Street (tel. 73279). 
MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo¬ 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES from Australia 
are $65. 50 per cubic metre or $65. 50 
per tonne for general cargo, and $80.20 
per cubic metre for refrigerated cargo-- 
these rates plus a 6. bunker surcharge. 
From New Zealand general cargo rate 
is $NZ55.56 per cuhic metre and re¬ 
frigerated cargo is $NZ74,72 per metre. 
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Building a better Norfolk shipping service 


OUR SIX-POINT PROGRAM FOR SERVING NORFOLK BEST -- 


1 WE HAVE SHIPS OF THE RIGHT SIZE, EQUIPPED WITH CARGO¬ 
HANDLING GEAR SUITED TO NORFOLK UGHTERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

2 OUR CREWS REALLY CARE ABOUT THE CONDITION OF YOUR SHIP¬ 
MENT. THEY LIKE TO SEE IT COME ABOARD IN GOOD ORDER, 

AND THEY LIKE TO SEE it LEAVE THE SHIP IN GOOD ORDER. 

3 IT IS CCC COMPANY POLICY TO MAKE A CONTINUOUS EFFORT 
TO DOVETAIL THE COMPLICATED PACIFIC SHIPPING SITUATION 
IN A WAY THAT WILL BRING SHIPS REGULARLY AND FREQUENTLY 
TO NORFOLK. -' '' 

4 OUR AGENTS ARE INSTRUCTED TO GIVE REALISTIC INFORMATION ' 
ON LOADING, SAILING AND ARRIVAL DATES — AND OlflLSYSTEM 
OF FREQUENT INTERNATIONAL PHONE COMMUNICATIONS HELPS 
ASSURE THIS INFORMATION IS KEPT CURRENT. 

5 IT IS CCC POLICY TO GIVE SERIOUS, PROMPT ATTENTION TO 
QUERIES. CLAIMS AND REQUESTS. 

6 AN INTERNATIONAL TEAM OF FOUR MEN IS AT YOUR SERVICE TO 
PROVIDE EVERY ASSISTANCE: JOHN BREKELMAN IN SYDNEY ( AT 
HETHERINGTON KINGSBURY - PHONE 27 1671); TONY BOYLE IN 
AUCKLAND (AT MARITIME SERVICES - PHONE 75509); and GEOFF 
BENNETT (2018) AND KEN NOBBS (2131) IN NORFOLK. 

You can help build better service by - 

1 MAKING CCC YOUR BASIC SHIPPING SERVICE AND USING US 
WHEREVER PRACTICAL. MORE VOLUME MEANS MORE RELIABLE 
SHIPPING SERVICE. 

2 TELLING US WHAT YOU WANT. WE’LL TRY OUR BEST TO 
PROVIDE IT. 


CCC’s AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Gleh Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

•Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open 8.54am-12.30pm 
and 1.15pm-5pm weekdays only. (Yes, 
8.54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it's an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure times. 

TELEPHONES : Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. / 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
-2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS: 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N. I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne’s, store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
10am-lpm and 2pm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: ’ 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all, 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3|Jpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-’2 Sat. 

Q ANT AS - AIR NZ . Burnt Pine Office 
open 9i5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5. 30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Queen Elizabeth Aye.; Father 
Des Scanlon. 


elegant norfolk island handcrafts 


NORFOLK ISLAND P A1 NT INGS. . . W E A VINGS. . . LO V E L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE'FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 

ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. META KIENHUIZE 


Taylor’s Rd. ■ The Exclusive Shopping Centre 







The Norfolk Island 


SU N 


MON 


I Rise 0646, Set 1743 
, L0400 HI 029 
L1414 H2249 


3 Rise 0646, Set 1743 
L0437 HI 107 
LI653 H2328 


• Church services 

• Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

• Round robin to start 
football season(K02pm) 

• Bounty Bowls Tourna¬ 
ment (BC, through Mayl4) 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b’d(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl7.3 Op) 

1856:"Morayshire" sails 
from Pitcairn, 193 aboard 


TUE 


4 Rise 0647, Set 1742 
L0517 H1147 
LI 7 34 


•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•FilmsfPds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 


1795: "Bounty” mutineers 
launch two canoes to 
fish off Pitcairn 


WED 


5 


Rise 0647, Set 1741 
H0009 L0602 
H1230 L1821 


• Council meeting(A2. OOp) 
•School sailing(EBl. OOp) 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

1855:"Lady Franklin" sail., 
for Hobart with the last o: 
Norfolk Island convicts. 


i Rise0650, Set 1738 
' H0318 L0943 
HI 553 L2207 


•Church services 
•Film,sm'b , d(VV7.30p) 

• Bounty Bowls: Ladies' 
Pairs 

• Football; runners-up BP 
cup playoff (K02pm) 


10 


Rise0650, Set 1738 
H0416 LI 039 
H1657 L2305 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b’d(SP) 

• Yoga(Scl 7.30p) 

• Bounty Bowls:mil£d3s 


11 


Rise0651, Set 1737 
H0521 LI 136 
HI 8 04 


•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


•Bounty Bowls:mixed3s 
•N.I. -Lord Howe yacht 
races (EB 10am on) 


^ ** Rise 0651, Set 17; G 
I mUm L0003 H 0627 
L1233 HI 908 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

• Bounty Bowls:mixed3s 


•N.I. -Lord Howe yacln 
races (EB 10am on) 
•Tea & Open Day at 
Branka House (2-4. 30) 


Rise0654, Set 1734 
L0345 HI 012 
L1606 H2242 


•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Football: BP Cup Final 
(ICO 2pm) 

1835;Schooner "Friend¬ 
ship" wrecked off Kingston 


*| -J Rise0654, Set 1733 
| i L0436 H1105 
L1657 H2332 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.30p) 


18 


Rise0655, Set 1733 
L0529 H1152 
L1750 


•Com’d'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

1853:Pitcairners ask to be 
transferred to Norfolk. 


*| QRise 0655, Set 173' 
■ W H0021 L0625 
H1241 LI 846 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


Rise0658, Set 1731 
H0341 LI 004 
H1618 L2225 


• Church services 

• Film. sm'b'd (VV 7.30P) 

• Football: Dickett Shield 
series opens with United 
v. Longridge (KO 2pm) 

1959: Cardinal Gilroy opens 
Sacred Heart Church 


I Rise °658, Set 1730 
dfc fc T , H0433 L1050 
H1704 L2313 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.30p) 

School opens again 


25 


Rise0659, Set 1730 
H0527 LI 137 
HI 7 59 


•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


O Ct Rise 0700 * Set 11:<0 

L0001 H0620 
L1223 H1851 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


1896:Gov.ofNZ says N.I. 
should be annexed to NZ, 
rather than N.S. W. 


Rise 0702, Set 1728 
L0258 H 0921 
LI 512 H2144 


31 


Rise 07 02, Set 1728 
L0337 HI 002 
LI 560H2224 


• Church services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

• Pitcairn Praise service 

(MC7. 3 Op) 

• Football: Cascade v. 
Longridge (KO 2pm) 


• Housie (LC) 

• Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd (SP) 

• Yoga (Scl 7.30P) 



A section of "Quality Row" 




CALENDAR SI 


THU 


FRI 


6 Rise 0648, Set 1740 
H0052 L0653 
H1.315 LI 915 
•Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.3 Op) 

•"U.S. -Norfolk links" 
talk by U.S.Consul- 
General (M 8pm) 


7 Rise 0648, Set 1740 
HOI37 L0749 
HI 408 L2009 V® 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


Last day of School 


© 


SAT 


8 Rise 0649, Set 1739 
H022 6 L0846 
HI 455 L2109 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Bounty Bowls;Ladles' 
Pairs 


+% Rise 0652, Set 1735 
I W L0102 H0729 /’-N 
LI330 H2 007 
•Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30) 

•Bounty Bowls: Men's 
•N.I. -Lord Howe yacht 
races continue if nec. 


•f SL Rise0653 . Set 1735 
I L0159 H0827 
LI424 H2102 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


•Bounty Bowls Finals 


15 


Rise0653, Set 1734 
L0253H 0920 
LI 515 H2153 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
1853;Admiral Moresby 
visits Pitcairn 


i Of^ Rise 0656 > Set i 732 

dfcWH0113 L0723 ^^ 


HI 332 LI 945 

• island dinner(BH) 
<8SHousie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8.00p) 

• Rotary(SP6. 30p) 


21 


Rise 0657, Set 1732 
H02 00 L0820 
HI423 L2042 


• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open night(Pds) 

1936: "Great Flood" - 15” 
of rain on N.I. in two days 


rj Rise0657, Set 1731 

^*£h 0250 L0914 
H1515 L2135 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


•Tentative date for open¬ 
ing of floodlit sports 
ground - BBQ (YC) 


1895:Seventh Day Adven¬ 
tist Church started on N. I. 
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Rise 0700, Set 1729 
L0048 H0711 
LI 308 HI 939 


28 


Rise 0701, Set 1729 
L0134H0757 
LI352 H2023 


• Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film (RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 

1866:1st group of Mission 
students leave NZ for N.I. 


29 


Rise 0701, Set 1728 
L0218 H0840 
LI433 H2104 


• SDA service 


•Housie(RSL8. 00p) 



(part of an Isometric Drawing available from N.I.Administration) 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 

set - Sunset 

H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

a - a.m. 

p -p.m. 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 

Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP - Bicentennial Park 

BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 
Pds - Paradise 
PH - Pitcairners Hall 
RH - Rawson Hall 
RSL - R. S. L. Club 
Scl - N.I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 
VV - Valley View 
YC - Youth Centre 





/tWROUDS ? 

( Norfol ^ •'•and) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LANCO watches 

/7 ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 
//pafROUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 

(/ Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 




BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Proud's; "Omega watches. ” 

The Milk Bar: "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four evenings 
a week, planes permitting. " 

Prentice's; "Genuine Mikimoto 
pearl rings, pendants and neck¬ 
laces, from $13.50." 

Burns Philp; "More than 60 styles 
of Lladro figurines from Spain, for 
as little as $5.00." 


IN BLOOM 


FOR VISITORS to Norfolk it’s hard 
to get a glimpse, of the fabulous gar- 
dehs mSde and loved by people who 
live here. Sometimes there is a 
garden open for a fund-raising or 
garden competition but most likely 
you'll have to be content with what 
you see that grows naturally along 
the roads, on the cliffs or in the 
various reserves. However, this is 
no great hardship. 

Everywhere, of course you will 
notice the Norfolk Island Pines 
(Araucasia Heterophylla) and the 
hroad-teafrd WbUe Oak (Lagunaria 
Brtersoni) which is actually a mem¬ 
ber of the Hibiscus family. It is 
thought that the island was originally 
covered all over by a dense sub¬ 
tropical rain forest with the pines 
rising 100 feet higher than any other 
trees. The N.I. Pines grow to a 
maximum of 180 feet. This year 
is expected to be a good year for 
the pine seed crop which is shipped 
all over the world. A U. S. tourist 
here recently told us that it is in 
vogue to have a Norfolk Island Pine 
growing in your homeitfiere. 

There is actually jungle in some 
areas particularly on Mt. Pitt, 

Mt. Bates and Now-Now Gully. 

In these rain forest areas you will 
see tree ferns, (the King Fern being 
especially beautiful), Norfolk Palm, 
King Palms, Ironwood, Maple, 
small and big yellowwood, white- 
wood, bloodwood a tree lily, many 
creepers, jasmine, clematis, Durilo 
Gut Liana tree orchids, wisteria etc. 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / 


Cameralines: "Unrecorded Agfa 
cassette tapes - C90 for $1.20 and 
C60 for 95£." 

International Duty-Free; "Men's 
and ladies’ coats from Turkey -- 
$59.95 for leather and suede $77.95." 
Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
items from China - because of our 
long-standing connections there." 
Martin's Agencies; "Remington elec¬ 
tric shavers and hot combs, on sale 
at good shops in Burnt Pine." 

Duncombe Bay Garage; "Casio 
miniature calculators, on sale at 
several top shops.'! 

The Norfolk Trader; "The NT Olym¬ 
pia 126 camera -- instamatic type — 
.for only $5.00." 

On the ground are many ferns and 
succulents. 

Red and yellow guava (Psidum 
guajava and Rhodomyrtus psidiordes) 
grow profusely on the island. These 
make delicious jelly and are good 
just eaten sliced as they are with 
lemon juice and sugar over them. 
Good rich vitamin Cl 

You will notice wild olive trees 
growing everywhere. They are 
really a weed here as is the ubiqui¬ 
tous tobacco bush and lantana. The 
tobacco bush leaves used to be used 
for pot scrubbers and loo paper - we 
read the other day that the wood 
makes fine firewood also. 

On either side pf the road up to 
Mt. Bates wild lemons grow pro- , 
fusely. Wandering around the isl¬ 
and you will see mauve and dark 
blue convulvulva creepers, the 
famous Norfolk "Match Me If You 
Can" or Oaliphar Varigata (this is 
the lovely hedge that many of the 
island homes are enclosed by), or 
the delicate pink and white hedge 
called Phillanthus Rosea. 

Almost anything will grow here 
as long as it is protected from salt 
spray and wind. The soil is vol¬ 
canic, hence porous and although 
deficient in lime and trace ele¬ 
ments, is quite rich. In some areas 
it contains peroxide of iron which 
makes it look very red. 

If you'd like to know more about 
the forests of Norfolk Island the 
Commonwealth has a Report written 
by C.E. Rane-Poole which is most 
interesting. Also, recently re¬ 
printed is "The Conservation of Nor- j 
folk Island" by Turner, Smithers & 
Hoogland. 

While you're on the Island, you 
may be interested in attending.a 
meeting of the "Flora & Fauna 
Society". Listen for meeting dates 
on Radio Norfolk. 

May 197 6 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..»" on Norfolk Island. , 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more^rel' 
come if you bear in mind a few points 

- When the weather has been dr7 |fbr 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

-If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

- When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet”. If you drive ahead, you' 1 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy wal;t 
to get someone to tow you out.' 


WE HOPE NORFOLK ISLAND will 
please you. 

The people of the Island have a 
plain, direct but gentle outlook on 
life. They will be glad to help you, 
if you are plain, direct and gfcntle 
also -- and not in too much of a 
city hurry. 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE'S-STORS;- Hospital Corner 
Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


CHANNER'S 

CORNER LATS 

£ P.O.Box235, Norfolk Island 

% 

w Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
F centre of town - convenient if you 
9, don't wish to hire a car. 

. Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
* equipped, with all modern conve- 
jj> niences, including lineh. 

. $16 a night for two, extra persons 

W $5 night. Apply your Travel Agen, 



t© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk fsland News 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 

( 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 



"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


norm 7 n*VO 7 Qfl Q rxm (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN l DAT 3 I *0U Sul TO a pill only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time op Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. . .a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies...games... artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



The superb-quality BRMJN household appliances, including the wonder¬ 
ful "Kitchen Machine" (sold out now, but more on the way), hair sty¬ 
ling sets, electric shavers, etc...GENERAL brand 5kg washing machine 
only $149.50, mini-fridge only $139.50, 16" electric fan only $49.50 
REIMA commercial vacuum cleaners just $125 (they will suck other ones 
inside out)...a tremendous range of SOFT T0YS...STIHL chainsaws In 
stock and available on order, with a full range of parts in stock... 
last but not least we are agents for BI0-L00 toilets, developed in 
Sweden and approved for Norfolk, which operate electrically, use your 
grass cuttings as a chemical, and produce odourless garden fertiliser 
for about $300 less total cost than putting in a septic tank and pan. 



NORFOLK mRADER 
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GUARANTEE: N.Z. FISHER & PYKEL AUST. HACO 



Athletics Coach Ken Steward Thinks Norfolk Kids Should Be Thinking 
about the Pacific Ganes - Unless Life Is Too “Happy and S1nple“ Here 


KEN STEWARD is one of Australia’s 
top athletics coaches. Last month 
he visited Norfolk, with sponsor¬ 
ship and help from a number of 
community-minded organisations 
and individuals. 

He surveyed the athletics scene 
on the Island, and will be sending 
a brief report with some of his sug¬ 
gestions to headmaster Ian McCow- 
and and to the Rotary club. 

He is employed by the Randwick 
Botany Club, an outstanding ama¬ 
teur athletics group with its own 
$500, 000 track and field set-up in 
Sydney. 

Here are some of his impressions 
and comments about Norfolk. 

Q: Let's talk about athletics and Nor¬ 
folk Island. Why should kids on Nor¬ 
folk Island be interested in athletics 
at all? 

A: It's possibly a good question. If 
you relate this to living and existing 
on Norfolk Island, there's probably 
no reason in the wide world because 


you have a happy life and a simple 
existence here and I'm afraid that ath¬ 
letics, like business, is a highly com¬ 
petitive world that if it's been forced 
on us and we want to succeed we're 
going to succeed at any price. This 
is not an attitude that I love in any 
person and yet today you're looked 
down on unless you're a success - in 
business, in sport - so, because it is 
highly competitive you have to do 
everything in your power to get to the 
top. It isn't just a question of some¬ 
one having a lot of natural ability 
and winning by virtue of that ability, 
it is a process of maybe two, three, 
four, five years of development, and 
this means a seven day a week thing 
probably twelve months of the year. 

In Australia and New Zealand, we un¬ 
fortunately have been brought up with 
the old English attitude - the village 
green is to play occasional games, 
the gentlemen go out and bat a crick¬ 
et ball down, have a quiet beer after 
and talk about the lovely amateur 


sport, and never get anywhere with 
that attitude. To get success - find 
your talent and force them to work 
and work and work - exploit every 
angle and avenue, get the best scien¬ 
tific brains, mechanics, principles of 
physics, physiology, anatomy, sports 
medicine. There are a few people 
doing something like this. 

Q: Let's get back to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and again. Do you feel that the 
kids on Norfolk Island should go on 
taking the same view that they do 
now or do you think -- 
A: No, not really. This is what 1 
would suggest here. To do any¬ 
thing in this world you need a goal. 
You have to have a reward to do 
something for. Now, this is life to¬ 
day, as it happens. Even in their 
particular level of this society, they 
have minor rewards for doing some¬ 
thing and succeeding. Now, I would 
like - and we've been talking it 
over with a few of the people here 
last night and so on - I think a goal 




FOR THE BEST DUTY 


BOUTI QUEI 

The House of Fashion ImportT 


. from Germany... 

KIO DAY AND EVENING WEAR 


FREE PRICES ON NORFOLK 

fine china... 

ROYAL DOULTON 
ROYAL CROWN DERBY 
r6 YA'L'WORCESTER 
MINTON 

F C* N T O N AMERICAN GLASSWARE 
•WADE OF IRELAND 


from Paris... 

LANVIN FROCKS & BLOUSES 
LANCO'lvlE SKIN CARE - COSMETICS 
FIDJI and COURREGES PERFUMES 

from England... 

"SUSAN SMALL" 

DAY FROCKS & EVENING WEAR 
"GOR-RAY" 

TARTAN & TWEED SKIRTS 
"DANNIMAC" RAINWEAR 
WELSH TAPrSTRY JACKETS 


menswear... 

LIBERT Y TIES & CRAVATS 
(pure silk & lawn) 

ENGLISH & SCOTTISH KNITWEAR 
SWIMWEAR SETS 
CASUAL SHIRTS FROM 
ENGLAND & HAWAII 
SLACKS, BELTS. CUFF UNKS ETC. 
BUXTON WALLETS 

lOO'Jfc COTTON BATIK PRINTS 


from Switzerland... 

GERRY GREEN PATIO FROCKS 
& CASUAL WEAR 
"CROYPOR" RAINWEAR 

from Finland... 

"MERRY FINN" COTTON CASUALS 

Polynesian Shop... 

CASUAL DAY, EVENING AND 

SWIMWEAR FROM HAWAII _ 


GUY LAROCHE MEN'S AFTERSHAVE 
BALAFRE &. DRAKKAR 


Masterpieces from around the globe 

THE 

. ’ 

ow located - TOP OF THE VILLAGE" 
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that they should aim at is possibly 
participation in the Sou* Pacific 
Games - not Commcmwealth Games. 
piStT&iympic Games at this time. It 
might come to pass . The people in 
_ th.ese islands in the South Pacific, 

Have an affinity with this attitude 
here - I’ve been to New Guinea, I’ve 
coached them. I've been to their 
Games - I was national coach of 
Papua/New Guinea in 1971 in Tahiti - 
and 1 know the attitude of die people. 
They love to play, they love to have 
some degree of success, so why 
shouldn’t these youngsters be encour¬ 
aged to take part. Physical activity 
is fantastic - it will make you live 
a longer life if you do it when you're 
maturing. So, by all means stimulate 
interest in something. This is whe re 
we can do something for them. Try 
and encourage teachers to under¬ 
stand that this person may be better 
suited to be a javelin thrower, this 
one may be a shot-put type, this one 
is a sprinter and this one is a distance 
runner. Channel th.em into that, and 
give them something to work for. 
You'll never succeed while you have 
this athletic carnival once a year. 

You can't hope to. Let’s: have some¬ 
thing to build up to this ultimate 
championship. You have a sports day 
once a week and you've got to give 
them something - don't let them just 
play, While to play is the first essen¬ 
tial of youngsters, have something in 
mind. Give them more specific 
type of activities, then periodically 
put in something that might be die 
one mile run for such and such a 
thing. There's nothing to stop them 
from putting a line round that play¬ 
ground at the school, and say to-day 
we're having a handicap race of 
four laps of this ground. Handicap, 
because you've only got one winner, 
you've got lots of losers. Partici¬ 
pation is the name of the game. Em¬ 
broil the whole school in this. Such 
and such an age group are going to 
run two laps - a half mile, another 
age group a little further, another a 
little further and so en. We start 
on this and we have this handicap 
for a few weeks and you can give 
minor awards for winning this handi¬ 
cap race, and they might be the 
people of incidental ability and 
they’re only half way through, not 
the stars. You work it up and you 
add to the distance a little bit poss¬ 
ibly. This way you're finding your 
stayers, your sprinters. Each few 
weeks do this. Include the island 
in it. Get the older people to take 
part. Ever^month have a road race 
from^oint A to the middle of the 
town - a two mile run firstly, then 
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LYNETTE SHERIDAN SETTING THE PACE FOR JANE EVANS. MICHELE 
LE CREN AND RHONDA BUFFETT AT THE SCHOOL SPORTS LAST MONTH. 
VISITING ATHLETICS COACH KEN STEWARD THINKS EVERYONE WOULD 
BENEFIT IF THERE WERE CONTINUOUS COMPETITIONS. EVERY WEEK. 



a three mile run, then a four mile 
run -- whatever you like to decide 
is most suited. Footballers, crick¬ 
eters, golfers come into this. Use 
it to raise funds for this ultimate 
development of participation in 
South Pacific Games. You'll find 
that by continual participation, 
people will start training for things 
then - instead of doing nothing at 
all, they're playing a few team 
games and coming out-and running 
in the annual carnival with no back¬ 
ground work at all. No-one in the 
wide world trains for sport that way 
to-day. You’ll never succeed this 
way. I think these are ways to stim¬ 
ulate interest in taking part, having 
fun and having a goal. 

Q: What's the overall goal 
for Norfolk Island if all this comes 
to pass? What flows fun it! 

A: Having people represent in the 
South Pacific Games — 1 was rather 
amazed, for instance some of these 
Papuan/New Guinea people had 
never left their home town. 

To broaden their outlook and take 
knowledge back to some of these 
places — while 1 love unsophisti¬ 
cated places, unfortunately know - 
ledge has to spread and they have to 
grow up in some shape or form, so 
I can't see what is so wrong with that. 
I’m sure they can gain from mixing 
with the rest of the world. While 
they may have a Utopia here, I 
think there are other things to be 
added to it. What they gain first 
and foremost is a better physical 
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body by taking part in activity which 
will broaden their horizon surely. 

I've written a book and have given 
it to the school here. This is another 
angle for equipment. We've got to 
get some jump ing mats. They've 
got some potential in the long jump 
and the high jump that they’re not 
utilizing, becaise how can you do 
a technique-type high Jump and lanti 
on hard ground -- you can't do it 
because they'd be injuring themselves. 
Today with this Fosbury flop, you go 
over backwards and land on your 
shoulders. Dick Fosbury in America 
invented the technique and he won 
the Olympic title in the 1968 Olympics 
in 7ft. 4£ins. Since that time I've 
looked - because it is one of the 
events I like coaching the high jump - 
men and women and I think there 
were only three straddles, one west¬ 
ern roll and the rest were Fosbury 
flops. This is how it has taken on. 
Today in our Australian Champion¬ 
ships a fortnight ago, in Melbourne, 

I think there was one straddle jumper 
and everyone else - men and women 
were Fosbury flops. This is how thing? 
change and you have to have facilit¬ 
ies to do these things with. This is 
where you have to have facilities to 
create interest and have participa¬ 
tion. From that come end results. 

Q: Is there anything Norfolk needs in 
the way of — 

A: Yes, facilities, plus. 

Q: What does a place like this actually 
need? 

A; I think first and foremost it’s a 

2 



question basically of money, so I‘m 
sending a report back to the island - 
I’ve thought about it and looked at 
it. Utilisation of the current facil¬ 
ities first and foremost to the fullest 
extent. Broaden the horizons of it 
by -- I'm going to suggest -- trees 
firstly, strangely enough, at the 
end of their sporting ground. There’s 
a wide open passage die wind howls 
straight down, across the island there 
and makes it unpleasant firstly to do 
certain things. Tree planting down 
the end of the sporting ground - - 
Q: Which end are you thinking of? 

A; I think it is moreorless the 
southern end of the school ground. 
A'feW rows of trees and at two levels 
the bigger ones and the row of shrub- 
type ones to break the wind at differ¬ 
ent levels. This firstly. Secondly, 
to dig a longer pit at the position 
that it doesn't obstruct the useage of 
the ground for other purposes - so 
’his means on the edges of one of 
hese playing fields where they 
could run from reasonably level 
around and take part in jumping - 
this stimulates interest in jumping 
and kids would be jumping at lunch¬ 
time etc. 

Thirdly, a couple of concrete throw- 
Mg circles. Today they throw from 
r u-’se concrete throwing circles — 
t-put, discus and things of this 

■\ Iso have marked distances - - 50 
ic.rs, 70 meters, 100 meters.'Let 
ingsters have little races amongst 
* mu selves; someone come up with 
■ stopwatch and start timing them 
W interest develops. What I have 


done to them here -- athletics by and 
large has been some sport for cham¬ 
pions only. This is what is wrong 
with athletics. I've the first to ad¬ 
mit it. I want to encourage to take 
part. A youngster of eight years of 
age may be the best sprinter the island 
has had when he's fourteen years of 
age --he may not win a race at 
eight or nine. Things change, so 
what I'm suggesting to them is that 
they run in more of a team way. There- 
a couple of ways to do this. If there 
are 10C kids to occupy, divide the.m 
into four teams. Have a shot-put, a 
sprint, a high jump and a one lap 
run. This team participates in 
that and you set a standard, so you 
find that 17 out of their 25 or so 
have scored a point. This you mark 
on a blackboard. Then everyone 
moves round to take part in the next 
event. Everyone scores a point for 
their afternoon sport - no champions, 
just something different. 

The second method is to have 
points from 1 to 10, 1 to 25. any¬ 
thing you like, and on their level 
of ability have things divided up 
so that the average is round about 
the middle point and so on . So 
that everyone takes part, Sally 
gets 10 points for this, Johnny gets 
15 points for this -- that is their 
point score and they're trying to 
break their own record in certain 
events. Then it can be likewise a 
team point score also. So there are 
ways of taking part in sport that for 
more of a team sport than of an in¬ 
dividual and that’s what I'm try¬ 
ing to encourage. 



DANIELLE GUYONNET OF FRENCH POLYNESIA WAS THE STAR OF 
THE WOMEN'S EVENTS AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES AT GUAM 
LAST YEAR. IN WINNING THE PENTATHLON SHE SET A NEW HIGH 
JUMP RECORD OF 1.78 METRES - - JUST OVER 5' 10”. SHE USES THE 
"FOSBURY FLOP" THAT KEN STEWARD TALKS ABOUT IN THE AC¬ 
COMPANYING ARTICLE. 

THE NEXT SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES WILL BE HELD IN 1978, PRO¬ 
BABLY IN AMERICAN SAMOA. (Photo: Pacific Islands Monthly) 
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METER CHEATING YOU? VOLTAGE VARYING? BILLS TOO HIGH? HERE’S MORE OF 


THE INSIDE STORY ON N. I. ELECTRICITY 


GENERATING ELECTRICAL power 
for Norfolk is (like most other 
things in life) a matter of compro¬ 
mises. 

If cost were no object, every 
home could have all the power a 
family wanted, and the power 
would always be spot on 240 volts, 
at 50 cycles a second. 

That would require a much big¬ 
ger investment in generators than 
we have now, and would require 
24-hours-a-day manning of the 
power station -- and your electri¬ 
city bill would soar out of sight. 

So the system is a compromise. 

If your home is close to the power 
station, you are probably getting 
more than 240 volts -- sometimes 
up to 250v. 

And if you live out toward the 
extremities of the Island your elec¬ 
tricity may be as weak as 225v. 
from time to time. As other users 
up the line switch on an electric 
jug, or their freezers start up, the 
power at your place will sag off 
until the big generators catch up, 
or until other people on your line 
switch something off. 

mainland standards 

Voltage varies sometimes even 
in a big city -- but the effect is 
a lot more pronounced in a small 
system like Norfolk's. In Sydney 
the current is permitted to range 
as much as 4°}c over, or 6*7c under, 
the standard 240 v. Norfolk meets 
those same limits of variation, but 
in any particular home the varia¬ 
tions occur much more often than 
they would in Sydney. 

An appliance like a washing ma¬ 
chine, if it's well built, isn’t trou¬ 
bled by voltage variations within 
the +4^fc, -6“fc range. 

The frequency of Island power is 
a different story. The Electricity 
Board simply does not declare or 
guarantee a specific frequency, be¬ 
cause it would require putting tech¬ 
nicians at die control panels all 
the time, and the Board doesn't 
believe the Island cares enough 
about exact frequency to make the 
extra expense worth while. 

Unofficially, the Board says fre- ‘ 
quency varies about 2 'Jc either side 
of 50 cycles per second. 
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For a while it was a good deal 
more than that. The Department 
of Transport, which runs the power 
house, was using an automatic shut¬ 
off to cut out one generator late at 
night, as the demand for power 
dropped. As the demand eased, the 
genera tors would gradually speed 
up. As a result, electric clocks and 
electric time-switches around the 
Island could get hours out. They 
still aren’t reliable on Norfolk, and 
probably never will be. Keeping the 
frequency precise would mean that 
the control panel would need a big 
electric clock, and a very high- 
grade mechanical clock - - and a 
man watching for the two to get a 
bit out of phase, and then speeding 
up or slowing down die generators 
until the clocks were identical once 
again. Doing this 24 hours a day 
would require an additional three 
men on the staff -- and you’d be 
paying their salaries in your bill. 

cutting your bill 


Accepting the Island power supply 
as it is (and there wouldn't be many 
who would want to give it up, even 
at the new rate of 12£ a unit), there 
are several ways you can guard a- 
gainst your bill's being higher than 
it ought to be. 

• The first one is obvious; don't 
waste electricity. Lights don’t con¬ 
sume much power, but it's silly to 
leave one on if you don't need it. 
Somewhat more difficult — but 
more money-saving if you can do 
it -- is rationing the number of 
times you open the fridge door, and 
the time you leave it open. 

•It is possible that your electric 
meter is cheating you. If you have 
reason to think it may be running 
faster than it should, you can "make 
a bet” with the Admin. They will 
come instal 1 a test meter along¬ 
side yours for a month or so. At the 
end of the month they'll read yours 
and theirs. If your meter is 2°/c or 
more higher than the test meter, 
they'll refund a part of your electri¬ 
city bills for some months back. 

But if your meter and the test me¬ 
ter are within 2^c of each other, 
you have to pay $4 for the check. 
And if your meter is actually lower 


than the Admin one, they'll put a 
faster meter onto your board in¬ 
stead. 

• Check the seals on your fridge 
and freezer. As these appliances 
age, the rubber seals around the 
door tend to go hard, and let the 
cold air leak out. Check them by 
putting a strip of newspaper in the 
door-edge, closing the door, and 
drawing the strip of paper out. If 
the paper drags out, your seals are 
all right. If it slips out with no tug¬ 
ging, you are wasting money. 

Admin's naglc box 

•Check individual appliances to 
see if one or another is using more 
power than you realise. You can do 
this by borrowing a test meter the 
Elecnicity Undertaking has made 
up. It's a Johnny Walker whisky 
box containing a meter, a power 
point and a lead. If you unplug 
your freezer, plug in the test box, 
and then plug your freezer into the 
box’s power point, you'll be able 
to meter exactly how much power 
the freezer uses over a day or two. 

There is sometimes a waiting 
list of people wanting to use the 
test box, and you may have to 
wait a bit to get it; but there's no 
charge for using it. The Electricity 
Board is glad to help you find out 
just what you really are using in 
the way of power. 

• If you have a self-defrosting 
fridge or freezer, you can save 
money by having die self-defrost 
element disconnected, and doing 
the defrosting yourself, the old- 
fashioned way. Theoretically a 
self-defrost element should make 
a refrigeration unit work more ef¬ 
ficiently, but in practice it seems 
to cost a fair amount more than it 
saves. 


gas cheaper? 

On the question of whether elec¬ 
tricity or gas is more economical. 
Board chairman Philip Barrie and 
Tech officer Barry Silburn are true 
loyalists on the side of electricity. 
They say that bottled gas at the 
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Island's present prices will pro¬ 
duce the equivalent of one 120 
unit of electricity for a cost of 
11.120 -- but only at a theoreti¬ 
cal 100<5fc efficiency of using the 
gas. And they say that doesn't hap¬ 
pen With gas. By the time you've 
paid for the heat that flows up a- 
round a kettle on a gas burner, or 
that goes up the flue in a gas hot 
water heater, they say you're bet¬ 
ter off using electric heating, in 
which there is almost no heat at 
all wasted. 

But they aren't interested in com¬ 
peting for the cooking market. If 
electric ranges were allowed on 
the Island, they'd all go on at a- 
bout the same hours, and this 
would mean a tremendous additio¬ 
nal need for generators, used only 
a few. hours a day. Norfolk will be 
cooking with gas -- or with fuel 
stoves - - for the indefinite future. 

The single exception is micro- 
wave ovens. They work so fast 
that there would never be more 
than a few switched on, through¬ 


out the Island, at any one moment. 

With continuing world-wide in¬ 
flation, and ever-higher prices 
on the horizon for petroleum fuel, 
the cost of electricity on Norfolk ‘ 
will probably never go down. The 
job of the Electricity Board is to 


try to find ways of counter-acting 
its own cost increases, and passing 
them on to consumers as little as 
possible. 

As the Island uses more power, 
some economies are gained, but 
this is a slow process. There are 
other cost-cutting ideas in the air. 

The one getting most attention 
right now is the move for the Isl¬ 
and to take over the operation of 
the power station. Members of the 
Board think Norfolk could do the 
job for a good deal less than the 
Department of Transport has to 
charge, with its mainland-scale 
wages and benefits and overheads. 
Canberra is looking into the possi¬ 
bility. Norfolk’s Minister, Sen. R. 
G. Withers, says he doesn't see why 
it can't be handed over -- but ne¬ 
gotiations with the Department of 
Transport and other authorities are 
a long way from complete. 

Another source of large savings 
would be finding some way to get 
Norfolk listed as being part of die 
"indigenous quota” for the supply 


of fuel at Australian prices. At the 
moment we are considered to be 
foreign. Our fuel comes through 
Fiji, at world prices rather than at 
the controlled Australian price. If 
lobbying or arguing or negotiating 
could get the Island "into the Com¬ 


monwealth” on oil supply' grounds, 
it would save the Electricity Un¬ 
dertaking around $30, 000 a year. 

While the Island's electricity sys¬ 
tem already reflects many com¬ 
promises between quality and cost, 
the Board has not compromised on 
one aspect that costs a lot of mon¬ 
ey every year. This is the concept 
of "firm supply”. It is standard 
practice around die world for an 
electrical system's total capacity 
to be figured by adding up the out¬ 
put of all the generators on hand, 
and then subtracting the output of 
the largest single generator. 

The reasoning is that the largest 
generator will occasionally have to 
be removed from service for main¬ 
tenance, and the remaining gener¬ 
ators ought to be able to supply 
the community’s needs while the 
big one is out of commission. 

standing Idle 

As a result, a power station set 
up on these standards rarely has 
all its generators in operation. 

It costs money to have a genera¬ 
tor standing idle. The carrying 
charges on the big new Lister- 
Blackstone generator that will be 
installed later this year will be in 
the vicinity of $40, 000 a year. 

In the days before Norfolk had its 
electricity reticulated from a cen¬ 
tral power station, some families 
had their own generating plants at 
home. What happened when the 
"genny".needed maintenance? The 
family did without electricity until 
it was fixed, that's what. In the 
future, when die Island has to order 
its next large new generator, a big 
investment and heavy carrying costs 
could be avoided if the public were 
willing to accept occasional, sched¬ 
uled power shutoffs. 

It's probably worth $40,000 a 
year, shared among all users, to 
know the power will stay on all the 
time, barring the occasional bad 
storm or the occasional few-hours 
stoppage while a minor repair is 
made. But it’s also worth remem¬ 
bering that we're all paying for the 
degree of reliability we do have. 

In investigating the Island's 
electricity situation the News 
staff have turned up a wealth 
of interesting facts - and some 
intriguing theories, and a few 
good yarns. We'll continue in 
die next issue with interviews 
with some of the people who 
still generate their own power 
at home. 



THE ROLLS ROYCE OF HOME GENERATING SET-UPS ON NORFOLK IS RUN BY 
GORDON DUVALL, WHO HAS SEPARATE WIRING AND OUTLETS FOR THREE 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF CURRENT. READ ABOUT HIS AMAZING INSTALLATION 
AND ABOUT OTHERS WHO "MAKE THEIR OWN" IN NEXT MONTH'S NEWS. 
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Norfolk 


LIVING 


week stay (as some cruise ships 
offer navigation courses, bridge les¬ 
sons, history of French wine making 


"A MUSICIAN can make a living out 
of music on Norfolk now where he 
couldn't before, " says professional 
guitarist Don Reynolds who heads up 
the popular Don Reynolds' ’Eric in addi¬ 
tion to teaching 15 pupils who are at 
various stages of instruction. 

Don was born on‘his family's 100C 
acre property,which was a dairy farm 
in the Hunter Valley of N. S, W., 
fifth in a family of seven. One sis¬ 
ter and a brother were born on Nor¬ 
folk. Don attended schools in Sydney 
and when a friend of his made it 
known that he was getting a guitar 
for Christmas Don wanted one too- 
he got one, learned it; his friend 
didn't. 

Don's first love is the classical 
guitar - but he can play all fretted 
instruments (ukelele, mandolin, 
cello, banjo, classical guitar (6 
strings) and has guitar diplomas A, 

B & C from the B.H.G. Society (an 
English Society), the C being the 
equivalent to the highest grade at the 
N. S. W. Conservatorium of Music and 
recognised throughout the world. Don 
did his studies in Sydney with the old 
pro Phil Skinner who also taught the 
well-known Don Andrews. Don Rey¬ 
nolds taught with Phil after he fin¬ 
ished his own training. 

Don loves Norfolk and like so 
many of us came here for a holiday, 
was captivated by its beauty and way 
of life and returned to live on the 
island permanently about six years 
ago. "There are quite a few good 
musicians on Norfolk, ” says Don - 
"maybe twelve or so,. ” 

Practicing once a week with Max 
and Dave of the trio, plus playing 
engagements at the RSL* Lions, 

Leagues or Bowling Clubs on Satur¬ 
day nights, and at the South Pacific 
Hotel on Monday evenings, playing 
by himself at the Garrison Restaurant 
on Tuesdays where people make re¬ 
quests and sing-a-long which is good 
fun, and teaching 15 pupils, makes 


a table musical career for Don on 
Norfolk Island. 

Asked if visitors holidaying on 
Norfolk could have a crash-course 
in guitar over, say, a two-three- 


etc. ;uon sata, res, but my rates 
would go up. " 

"Can people book for private par¬ 
ties?" 

"Yes, " said Don, "but the band is 
$60 for one night which is more than 
people would probably want to pay. " 


NORFOLK MUSICIAN DON REYNOLDS 




NOW IS THE TIME for sub-dividing 
and pruning, also excellent weather 
for planting out all shrubs with the . 
exception perhaps of Poinsettia 
which do better if planted in drier 


conditions. Some of the following 
shrubs perhaps may be just the one 
to suit your requirements. 

Roses 

Blue Moon does very well in this 
climate, also Golden Jubilee, Vir¬ 
go, Sutters Gold, but there are 
many others that do reasonably well. 
Do not prune roses hard unless you 
have a really old bush, then a hard 
pruning and an application of Lime 


Sulphur to remove "mossy" lichen 
on the stems will be beneficial. 
Remember roses on our island do 
not have a rest period, as they do 
in cold climates, therefore they 
need to be lightly pruned and well 
fed. 

Azaleas 

Some good varieties -- Indica is 
the best variety to grow here. 
Albert Elizabeth - dawn pink 
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Constance deep iliac dcMbld, 1 
both do well. 

Camelia's 

Grow very well providing they 
have shelter from high winds, 
Sasanqua (Japanese) 

Grow more quickly than the for¬ 
mal types; both well worthwhile. 

I think these are available from 
local nursery. I have So-no-saki 
and Apple Blossom in my garden 
heavy with buds now. 

Buddleia 

These are excellent for quick growth 
and flower, and can be planted 
near fences as stock do not eat 
these; sometimes the odd cow will 
nip new shoots. Apart from the 
more common mauve-variety, the 
following are easily grow‘ 

Etoile de France - deep purple 
DaVidii'- dark rrwluve ,J " 

Black nigjvtp djep violet bju? 

White Cloud white 

There i$ 4 j&fqfgoy ibu.t 1, do ncft 

know the naihe.j^ 

Crepe Myrtle t 

Should lie pruned hard now'. These 
will grow from half ripe wood or 
root cuttings. 

Hibiscus in all the many colours 
may be grown. 

Have you tried espalier with hibis¬ 
cus. Some varieties do well and 
make a a lovely show. Perhaps you 
have a rather blank wall somewhere 
and do not want a large shrub against 
it - then try espaliering one of the 
following hibiscus. Choose a straight 



by "VINAS” 


AWAY BACK in Macarthur's day 
Australia surprised the Old World with 
the quality of its red wines. Then, 
later, came Busby and others (includ¬ 
ing a Dr. Lindeman) and from the 
Hunter Valley world class white appear¬ 
ed. 

For too long, however, we have 
been lulling ourselves with the plati¬ 
tude "our whites don't need ageing” 
This is only true inasmuch as they 
are generally quite drinkable when 
young but, in more recent years, 
plantings of Rhine Reisling and Semil- 
lon grapes have laid the ground for 
Australian whites winch mature, like 
the best reds, into superb wines. 

.A word of warning here, don't ex- 


stemmed plant with strong side shooL% 
then,train these against the fence or 
wall, securing them firmly in place. 
Suitable varieties: 

Mrs. Tomkins - large shell pink 
Cameo Queen Lemon 
D.J. O'Brien - double orange 
Swan Lake - dainty single white, 
pink also in these 
White Kalakua - double white 
Not forgetting the more common 
single red which is still one of 
my favourites. 

While on the subject of hibiscus, 
here are a couple of hints as to keep¬ 
ing these beautiful shrubs healthy. 
Black spots on leaves; This occurs 
mostly in colder months and is a 
fungus. Give the plant a spraying 
with Ca-ptan - this will stop the dis¬ 
ease from spreading arid the> affect¬ 
ed plant will soon clean up. 

Grass hoppers; These play havoc 
with the foliage - best control for 
these are Dieldron Thiodor or DDT . 
This also applies if aphids are on 
buds or under the leaves. 

All fruit trees may be set out now. 

If you have plums in mind, only 
Japanese varieties such as Satsuma 
have proved worthwhile over the 
years, but far be it for me to suggest 
that no others will do for like all else 
in this world of ours new types are 
being tried. 

Divide rhubarb crowns and/or give 
the beds a heavy manuring. Old 
animal manure is best to my way 
of thinking. 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


pect to buy an aged white at that 
ever so cheap price you pay for one 
from last year's vintage - even wine 
makers must eat! My view is, if it 
pleases your palate it is worth the 
money anyway. After all age is 
what makes reds dearer.) 

From time to time the bond has 
had some excellent aged whites in¬ 
cluding a couple from Clare, South 
Australia, by Quell taler. In fact, 1 
have just had my last of their 1970 
Carlsfield Reisling which gave ample 
reward for the patience of keeping. 

Don't blame the bond if they are 
not always available as the supply 
rarely matches the demand - just 
grab a few next time they are on the 
shelf. 

In the meantime, let us take a look 
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at some whites (Australian and others) 
which are currently available. 

First some Moselles, those some¬ 
what sweet wines which take their 
name from the river valley in Ger¬ 
many where the style originated. 

BEN EAN : from the renowned house 
of Lindeman it is probably Australia's 
most popular white and, therefore, 
needs no recommendation from me. 
Price $1.75. 

HARDY’s EDEN : a most reliable wine. 
Some of you will remember it as the 
Qantas complimentary white in the 
old days of .first class flights. Price 
$1. 55. 

BIN 70 ; a house brand from Sydney 
merchants H.G. Brown & Sons (not 
to be confused with the Browns of Mila- 
wa), the label not disclosing the 
maker but merely stating it is from 
the Barossa Valley. A good bouquet 
and sweet finish but it seemed a trifle 
flat on my middle palate. Price 
$2.25. 

ZELLER SCHWARZE KATZ : probably 


AS 1 GOT into my little Japanese 
car and drove to Kingston for my daily 
swim, I thought about the years when 
my transport was horse and buggy, 
and my now-married children were 
little, and what a treat it was to go 
to the beach for the day. Oh, yes, 

1 am glad I was privileged to live 
here in those dear old " all the time 
in the world" days but it is nice to 
be able to motor to Emily in a few 
minutes and on return to have a nice 
cold drink from our modern electric 
fridges. 

One day stands out in my memory 
very clearly --the day the buggy seat 
was a commune for all the ants in the 
district. 

We woke to a lovely sunny morn¬ 
ing, children earlier than anyone 
else as usual when an outing was 
planned -- lunch packed, fights 
stopped, change of clothes for all, 
sunburn lotion spilled, sunhats, and 
last but not least fishing gear round¬ 
ed up, another round of arguments 
settled about which rod was whose. 
Someone please go and catch Kate 
the horse while I put everything 
in buggy, remembering to leave 
room for the passengers --no mean 
feat either when three little folk 
and all the bits needed for a full 
day’s outing that are necessary! 

Back comes the horse-catcher. 


the pick of German whites in the bond. 
As befits the real thing it is a truly 
delicate wine. The 1972 which is 
currently available has aged delight¬ 
fully arid is good value at $2. 50. By 
the way, the name, is that of its place 
of origin, "the village of the black 
tom cat”. 

Finally let us look at a couple of 
quite different wines. 

CASAL GARCIA : a white spritzig 
from Portugal which has a full, 
fruity bouquet and clean finish. An 
interesting change of style and priced 
at $2.75. 

LEXIA : made by McWilliams at 
Robinvale on the Murray River in 
Victoria Jrom what was hitherto re¬ 
garded as a dried fruits grape. They 
seem to have put quite a deal of 
work into developing it until it is 
a dry with the spicy style of a Tram- 
iner. Priced at $1.55 it is very 
good value. 

All these wines should be chilled 
before serving. 


"Can't find Kate mum." Off 
goes mum, walks all over our hilly 
paddock - no Kate - come back to 
house, Kate standing looking at 
back door for piece of bread. Oh 
well -- better hurry just a bit more 
for the sun is getting warmer and 
an open buggy in blazing heat is 
not very comfortable -- hence what 
was to be an early start. 

Horse harnessed, all ready -- O.K. 
kids in you get -- wild-yells from 
kids -- ANTS MUM! Ants was 
right, teaming millions of the dear 
little things, running madly in and 
out and over everything, carrying 
all their worldly goods with them 
for they were happily going about 
their housekeeping among the springs 
of the buggy seat when they were 
rudely interrupted by the children 
sitting down in the usual bouncey 
manner of children. 

Out comes all the baggage and 
children, plus everything moveable-- 
spraying and banging away until all 
the ants were dead or escaped. Back 
goes all baggage and passengers, 
including mum, who by now is more 
ready for bed than beach. However 
a promise is a promise so off we go, 
to return at the cool of the evening, 
tired, burnt and alas mum almost 
bad tempered. 

Yes, 1 love my little car -- but 
also my memories'. 
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THE WEATHER the past few days 
has been quite beautiful - such a 
welcome change. April's weather 
hasn't been pleasant at all with 
plenty of rain and gusty winds - 
not good weather for visitors but 
the rain has been super for gardens. 

Being in a gardening mood, I 
visited the Ntitsery at Steel's Pt. 
Helen and Hugh Sampson have 
taken over the Nursery business 
originally situated in Burnt Pine 
and are in the process of moving 
it all out to their hillside residence. 
Apart from the big task of erecting 
hot houses and shade houses and 
getting old and new plants estab¬ 
lished. Hugh has commenced 
cataloguing all hibiscus varieties 
which include the magnificent 
Hawaiian hibiscuses. At present 
there are many not properly named, 
so Hugh has a special lens for his 
camera to photograph the blooms. 
Photos of those he’s unable to 
identify himself will be sent to 
Australia for identification. Some 
of the blooms are quite spectacular. 


One thing that really took my fancy 
was the automatic misting system 
in the house where the plants are 
propogated. When the temperature 
and humidity reach a particular 
level, the "machine" releases, a 
quick spray of water. (It’s a bit 
tough on one's nervous system to be 
there just at that time!) It seems to 
do its job well though, as all the 
plants and cuttings are really thriv¬ 
ing. 

Having only seen, the tail-end of 
the school sports in past years, this 
year I was determined to spend the 
whole day at Kingston - so, with 
three "littlies” in tow I arrived 
about 11am where the day's pro¬ 
gramme was in full swing. If was 
a tremendous day. ' What was most 
impressive was the enthusiasm and 
determination of all who participa¬ 
ted. Adam Davies was trying hard 
all day for first place but was just 
beaten each time, I think, by Sam 
Sheridan. Paul Muscat led the 
field several times and amongst the 
girls the Grube family took some 
beating. Patricia Smith and Binky 
Macrae can sure hike along too. 
Guess it's not really fair to mention 
names as one always ends up leav¬ 
ing someone out, but the main thing 
is that there appeared to be a very 
keen Competitive spirit and all com¬ 
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petitors did their very best for their 
houses. 

At 1 pm the buses arrived with 
the kindergarten and infant child¬ 
ren. The littlies'were terrific. 

Should have seen them in the roll¬ 
ing race - what a scream - tolling 
on tojJ of one another/ rolling the 
wrong way, but most managed to 
reach the finishing line, a bit dizzy 
in some cases!. I think Stephen Gray 
must have been practicing for the 
block race - he had his block per¬ 
fectly balanced on his head. Bobby 
Heinz proved to be a fast little run¬ 
ner with Aaron Graham close on his 
heels. Don’t know who jumped the 
most in the jumping race - die par¬ 
ents watching,/or the children. I • 
think Fenella Ey^ns was almost as 
^breathless as her son, Adrian, when 
Vr it was over! 

A most enjoyable afternoon cul¬ 
minating in die marching - all three 
houses trying very hard indeed: Ne¬ 
pean House was the overall winner 
of the day and Captains Marilyn 
Quintal and Debbie Nobbs, Noel Bun¬ 
ker and Alan Snell were the proud 
recipients of the shields. 

’Food, glorious food!" Oliver 
Twist's eyes would really have boggled 
if he'd been able to go to the Smorgas¬ 
bord at the Leagues Club held during 
the month. The evening was organ¬ 
ized by the Fourth Formers at the 
School as a fund-raiser for their 
School Tour Fund and was a tremen¬ 
dous success. The tables were laden 
with turkey, lamb, corned beef, a 
wide variety of salads, plun and 
pumpkin pilhis, mudda (green ban¬ 
ana dumplings boiled in milk) plus 
tomato and onion with cream - a 
real favourite with the locals. Then 
one still had to find a space on one's 
plate to sample the hot dishes - 
sweet and sour, beef curry and a 
piece of crisply fried fish. The 
meal and its presentation were a 
credit to the pupils. Believe the 
lights in the school's cookery depart¬ 
ment were burning till quite late on 
the Friday night! The dance floor 
was quickly and efficiently cleared 
of tables and food after the meal. 

In no time at all Toofy and his boys 
had everyone on their feet dancing 
to their lively music. Gary Robert¬ 
son had a great time teaching the 
"younger generation" how to rock 
and roll. 

About 11 o’clock the time everyone 
had been waiting for arrived - the 
drawing of the popular Qantas/East- 
West Airlines raffle - the prize being 
a return trip to Sydney generously , 
donated by East-West Airlines. Brian 
Herbert, manager of 8.P’s, was 
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present to represent Qantas. East- 
West Airlines was represented by 
none other than Air Commodore Bob 
Dalkin, a past Administrator. Hand¬ 
ing the microphone to Bob Dalkin, 
Brian said he didn't have very much 
to say but knew Mr. Dalkin wanted 
to say a few words. Mr. Dalkin con¬ 
veyed apologies from the General 
Manage? of East-West who was un¬ 
able to be present. However Mr. 
Dalkin said he didn't mind as he was 
really thrilled to be asked to come 
over and present a prize. (Mr. Dal¬ 
kin is East-West's Canberra repre¬ 
sentative.) He spoke briefly of his 
talks with Sir John Nimmo and ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the outcome 
of die Royal Commission would be 
one which the majority of people 
would accept as a compromise and 
which would be in the best inter¬ 
ests of the future of the Island. 

Then the barrel was spun and the 
winning ticket drawn out. Mrs. 

Avis Dunning in Grassy Road was 
the lucky winner. Believe Avis 
and "Putch” (her sister. Mrs. Part¬ 
ridge) had already decided where 
they'd go if either of them won. 

What a lovely holiday for them 
both. 

There were some very anxious 
faces turned skywards on Thursday 
morning, 15th April, everyone won¬ 
dering whether the rain would pre¬ 
vent the Easter Carnival being held 
at the School. The Carnival is the 
P. & C. Association's monster fund¬ 
raising project and is always very 
popular - the place to go on the 
Thursday before Easter. The weather 
was kind, a bit cold, but at least it 
didn't rain. What a terrific crowd 
there was, everyone enjoying the 
different stalls and side-shows -- 
hoop-la, the Fortune Tellers, in¬ 
door bowls, a putting green, lucky 
envelopes, hot dogs, fish and chips, 
throwing die football. One group 
of chaps couldn't drag themselves 
away from the coconut-shy stall - 
believe Sid Cooper and Culla Graham 
left that stall quite broke*. Phil 
Lamb, Puss Anderson and Piute 
Snell were kept very busy replacing 
all the blocks. The pillow fights 
on the pole were the scene of much 
laughter. Several raffles were run 
during the evening. I don't know 
who all the lucky winners were but 
I know Evelyn Hobbins is still trying 
to find places for all the goodies she 
won in the Hamper Raffle! Thanks 
to the generosity of all those who 
enjoyed themselves that night, the 
P. & C. raised $2,400. 

Well, the weather certainly 
hasn't deterred the sportsmen. A 
visit by a cricket team from New 


Zealand, the Hawkes Bay Wanderers, 
has created a great deal of interest. 
This team is primarily a "wandering" 
team, and in their travels, have lost 
only 6 of the 53 games they've play¬ 
ed - and two of these have been lost 
to Norfolk Island! ! Apart from 
playing cricket, the team has played 
golf and pool against local teams 
but has decided to stick to cricket! 

Last Wednesday evening at the 
Leagues Club the Wanderers organ¬ 
ized a barbecue as a gesture of 
appreciation to the N.I. Cricket 
Association for their hospitality. 

It was such a happy night with a 
beautiful meal. Besides the usual 
steaks and sausages, there were lob¬ 
sters, paua, oysters and salads. The 
meal was followed by dancing, 
and a raffle and Dutch auction - 
proceeds of which were donated 
to the Leagues Club. $179 was 
added to the Leagues Club Build¬ 
ing Fund. 

It's nights like Easter Saturday 
that it would be good to be able 
to be in two places at once. The 
Golf Club held a barbecue and 
Eas ter Bonnet Parade, and accord¬ 
ing to all reports it was a really 
swinging night - the taped music 
was just right and the crowd was 
in just the right mood. Could 
imagine some of the entries in 
the Easter Bonnet Parade would 
have been real millinery creations. 
Believe the winners were Lyn Ster¬ 
ling - Ladies; John-BOucher - Men's 
and a special prize to Eric & Ailsa 
Hunter. 

At the Leagues Club President Ann 
Snell with Piute, her husband, start¬ 
ed the festivities rolling at the Wives 
& Mothers' Club Easter Ball with the 
Snowball Waltz. It was lovely to 
see that so many people had come 
to enjoy the programme of 50/50 
dancing. The Don Reynolds Trio 
(no, that's not right -1 think they 
now call themselves "The Lantanas") 
played many old favourites and with 
Gary Robertson as the lively MC it 
was a very happy night. The main 
comment heard during the evening - 
haven't seen so many people enjoy¬ 
ing themselves so much on the dance 
floor. I think we "oldies" would 
like to see such evenings held more 
regularly! Everyone I think had 
"earned" their supper and made 
quite a dint into the tasty savouries 
and sandwiches prepared by the mem¬ 
bers of the Wives & Mothers’ Club. 
The raffle prize for the evening was 
an Easter Cake beautifully made and 
decorated by Annette Hoyte. There 
were many who were hoping to win 
it. Earl Park, panel beater at Borry's, 
was the lucky one. 


A most enjoyable night which 
seemed to end far too soon! 

Whilst the main race of the RSL 
Easter Race Carnival was in progress 
at Kingston on Easter Monday, die 
terminal at the Airport was literally 
overflowing with parents, family 
and friends farewelling the 6th class 
children of the Norfolk Island Cen¬ 
tral School. These lucky children 
were off on a tour of New South Wales. 
Each year, teachers, parents and the 
community in general put in a great 
deal of time and effort to organize 
and raise funds to make this annual 
tour possible. There must be many 
children on the mainland even who 
have never had the opportunity to 
see such a great part of N. S. W. - 
such interesting places. Marg Smith 
and Paul Travers are the teachers 
accompanying the children and some 
of the places they will visit are the 
Sydney Opera House, Argyle Arts 
Centre, Vaucluse House (which was 
the home of William Charles Went¬ 
worth, who was bom on Norfolk.) 

They will also inspect the Port Kem- 
bla Steelworks, Nowra Co-Op Dairy, 
Mt. Kosciusko Nat ional Park and 
tour Canberra, Blue Mountains, Jen- 
olan Caves and the Warragamba 
Dam site AND EAT LOTS OF APPLES! 

Apart from travelling the child¬ 
ren will also be biHeated with fam¬ 
ilies at different towns along their 
route. It's such good experience 
for them to have to meet new people, 
learn about different places and styles 
of living - and what good ambassa¬ 
dors they’ll be for Norfolk. 

And whilst we're on about edu¬ 
cation - it has been suggested that 
some sort of programme should be 
undertaken to teach the children of 
the Norfolk Island the old Pitcairn/ 
Norfolk Island 'language'. It’s 
sad to note how rarely the old words 
are used, and if nothing is done to 
teach them to the younger genera¬ 
tion they will be lost forever. It 
was beautiful to hear Purvis and 
Marona Young (from Pitcairn) speak 
when they visited Norfolk for the Bi- 
Centenary Celebrations in 1974. 

They spoke the real 'old-time' 
tongue which has not been heard on 
Norfolk for many years. Not all that 
long ago children were forbidden to 
talk 'Norfolk' at school as it was con¬ 
sidered to be detrimental to their 
English Grammar. It might be 
worthwhile giving some thought to 
die formation of a group or club 
which could put together a list of 
the old words and phrases perhaps 
with the co-operation of the Pit¬ 
cairn people. Has anyone got any 
suggestions? 
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NORFOLK STAMPS provide pleasure 
and interest for people on and off 
the Island, 365 days a year. 

They also help importantly to fin¬ 
ance many public works and services 
in the community. 

And they are preserving and en¬ 
riching Norfolk history. 

In planning and issuing new series 
of stamps, the Administration's well 
run Philatelic section has become a 
valuable centre for gathering, sifting 
and documenting matters of histori¬ 
cal interest. Some of the colourful 
facts they round up (with the help 
of experts here and overseas) are in¬ 
cluded in regular Philatelic Bulle¬ 
tins, which are excellent. 

Co-inclding with the 200th anni¬ 
versary of American independence 
the Philatelic section has research¬ 
ed and planned a set of four stamps 
noting some of the links between 
Norfolk and the U.S. -- whaling. 
Thanksgiving Day, the Pacific war 
and the California quail. 

"Norfolk Island owes some of its 
history to events associated with 
American independence," the la¬ 
test issue of the Bulletin notes. 

"Unable to continue deporting 
its felons to America, the British 
Government settled New South 
Wales. Immediately after the ar¬ 
rival at Port Jackson of the First 
Fleet with its convicts and other 
settlers in 1788, a hand-picked 
party was detached and sent to set¬ 
tle Norfolk Island. 

"Whaling in the Pacific off the 
Australian coast had commenced 
as soon as ships were free for the 
task, and by 1791 the whaling po¬ 
tential of the Pacific was known to 
the whaleships of Nantucket. A head¬ 
stone in the Norfolk Island ceme¬ 
tery marks the grave of a whaleman 
buried in 1801 - George Hales, who 
commanded the Vessel "General 
Boyd'. The stone is decorated with 
a large masonic emblem. Other 
graves of American whalemen are 
nearby. 

"American whalemen played oth¬ 
er parts in the Island's history. May- 
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hew Folger of the 'Topaz' discov¬ 
ered the presence in Pitcairn Island 
of tite last of tiie 'Bounty' mutin¬ 
eers and their Tahitian wives and 
families, who later moved to Nor- 
. folk in 1856. In settling in after 
their arrival in Norfolk Island, the 
Pitcairners were helped by, among 
others, the crew of a whaling ves¬ 
sel. Bought and borrowed whale 
b">ats enabled the new settlers to 
commence whaling, and several of 
the Islanders joined visiting whale- 
ships to make this their occupation. 
Of American whaleships and Norfolk 
Island whalemen, the vessel 'Charles 
W. Morgan' and her mate George 
Parkin Christ! an are most notable, 
and of them Professor W.J. Dakin 
has written in his illuminating sur¬ 
vey of Australian whaling, 'Whale¬ 
men Adventurers' (Angus and Robert¬ 
son publishers): - 

'She was built in 1841 at'New Bed¬ 
ford. She has been a lucky ship. Her 
very first voyage was to the Pacific 
and she made about £14, 000 for her 
owners on that voyage. She has nev¬ 
er done anything else but whaling 
and she did this for eighty-four years. 
She made thirty-seven voyages, so 
the average duration of her voyages 
was over two years three months. 

Her last long voyage was in 1920- 
21. She has been ashore, has been 
set on fire by the crew, has seen 
mutinies, been struck by lightning, 
and nearly wrecked in a hurricane 
near the Crozetts. She has outlived 
all her captains and crews. And 
speaking of her personnel it is in¬ 
teresting that one of her officers 
who spent possibly the longest time 
on her was George Parkin Christian, 
the great-grandson of Fletcher Chris¬ 
tian, the ringleader of the mutiny 
of tiie Bounty. He spent twenty- 
five years whaling aboard the Mor¬ 
gan, and altogether had a remark¬ 
able life. He was born at Norfolk 
Island in 1856; went to sea at the 
age of fourteen and then commen¬ 
ced shipbuilding at Auckland. Next 
he went out whaling in the Sydney 
ship Robert Towns, which was after¬ 
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wards lost in a hurricane. Then 
Christian returned to Norfolk Island 
and was one of those who helped to 
build the beautiful Memorial Church 
(Bishop Patteson Memorial) on Nor¬ 
folk Island. *" 

The Bulletin informs people a- 
broad that Thanksgiving Day is a 
holiday on Norfolk, and that it is 
believed to be the only place out¬ 
side North America that shares this 
distinction with the U. S. "American 
whalemen again are believed to be 
the source of the observance, " says 
the Bulletin. "The Island communi¬ 
ty, and notably the Pitcairner de¬ 
scendants, decorate the churches 
with farm produce and attend pack¬ 
ed Thanksgiving services before 
going off to family picnics where 
the food is lavish with Island dishes." 

On the Pacific war; "In World War 
II the Japanese advance into the 
South Pacific was turned by the tide 
of American forces in the Solomon 
Islands. The map shows Norfolk 
Island as a solitary stepping stone 
in the line of supply and communi¬ 
cations between New Zealand and 
the battle zone to the north, and 
between Australia and New Cale¬ 
donia and New Zealand. The build¬ 
ing of an airstrip in 1942 at the ex¬ 
pense of a magnificent avenue of 
Norfolk Island pines occupies an 
early chapter of James A. Michen- 
er’s well known book ’Tales of the 
South Pacific’. Numerous Ameri¬ 
can airmen owed their lives to the 
presence of the airfield.* 

The California valley quail (Lop- 
hortyz californica) thrives in Nor¬ 
folk and is protected by law, the 
Bulletin notes. "Details of how it 
came to the Island are not known 
but its appearance before the con¬ 
vict settlement closed in 1856 is 
unlikely. The California gold rush 
after 1848 stimulated traffic across 
the Pacific and the recorded sale 
of California quail from a ship ar¬ 
riving in nearby New Zealand in 
1864 suggests that it would be about 
this time that the quail reached 
Norfolk Island." 
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personal inconvenience and the al¬ 
most certain risk of some painful 
stings, he deserves not only civility 
but intelligent support. 


LEFT HOLDING THE BABY 

KARLANDER LINES reluctantly 
withdrew their Sydney-Norfolk 
shipping service at the end of May, 
after many years of carrying cargo 
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IN THE WAKE of the resignation 
of Charles I. Buffett as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator of the Island - - more 
on this unhappy subject later in the 
diary -- former Administrator E. 

T. Pickerd was assigned to return 
for three months as Acting Admini¬ 
strator to keep the wheels of Gov¬ 
ernment turning. 

His return was a little like walk¬ 
ing up to a beehive that someone 
else has just wallopped with a crick¬ 
et bat. Norfolk was zinging with 
outrage over the Buffett affair, and 
the stingers were out for anyone in 
sight. 

Council got the first stings in. 
Shocked and surprised by Potts's 
resignation, they reacted violently 
to the announcement of Mr. Pick- 
erd’s appointment by sending Can¬ 
berra a unanimous cable aimed at 
pressuring Mr. Pickerd to resign 
his hours-old commission and can¬ 
cel his ticket for his trip to Nor¬ 
folk 24 hours later. They weren't 
sure whether they could head him 
off, or what the next step would be 
if they succeeded. Having made 
the effort, most Councillors said 
if Mr. Pickerd did arrive they 
would treat him "with all the civ¬ 
ility due to an Administrator”, 
and five of them were at the air¬ 
port the afternoon he came in. 

As a stop-gap Acting Administra¬ 
tor he will be quite different from 
the super-active dynamo Norfolk 
saw for three years. He will be a 
temporary custodian. If Potts's 
resignation is i rrevocable, he is 
probably the most competent and 
neutral man Canberra could have 
handed the assignment to. One of 
his main objectives during his last 
year as Administrator was to help 
Council get itself better prepared 
to handle a great deal more local 
Government power. He had to 
leave that job unfinished, but if 
Council makes use of him he can 
probably help them take another 
step or two towards executive au¬ 
thority between now and Septem¬ 
ber. , v 

For his willingness to try to fur¬ 
ther Norfolk's peace, order and 
good government, at the cost of 


to and from the Island. 

With Karlander and CCC compe¬ 
ting for business on the run, there 
wasn’t enough volume to allow 
either one to make a fair profit. 

The trigger for Karlander's deci¬ 
sion seems to have been the re¬ 
calling of the M.V. Tauloto. King 
Taufa’ahau Tupou of Tonga (which 
owns the vessel) reportedly had had 
enough of losses on the run. 

Although Karlander operates a 
dozen or so other vessels, none 
suited the Norfolk and Lord Howe 
lighterage unloading systems.' 

Such vessels are becoming less eco¬ 
nomic all the time, and aren't 
being made any more. 

That leaves the Sydney-Norfolk 
link in CCC’s hands. They say 
they will do their best to handle 
it, and have already found a way 
to provide freezer facilities. Their 
current vessel, the Aidan, has a 
700 cubic metre hold that can be 
refrigerated -- far too large for 
Norfolk's needs -- but a section of 
it has been compartmented off, 
and the next voyage will carry a 
consignment of frozen foods for 
the Island. 

CCC is left with a monopoly on 
the Sydney run -- and is also left 
holding a very unwelcome baby, 
in die form of a very large impen¬ 
ding increase in freight rates. The 
need for yet another increase has 
been obvious since Sydney water¬ 
side workers went to $13.65 an hour 
in February, and it has been fore¬ 
shadowed to local importers. But 
when it comes the increase may be 
a real thump, and there will be 
some screams about the evils of a 
monopoly. 

New Zealand port charges are 
well below those in Sydney, and 
one way to offset ever-increasing 
freight rates may be to organise 
more Norfolk imports through Auck¬ 
land and Onehunga. It's said that 
Thelma Reynolds saved about $600 
on her Cadillac by having it routed 
that way. 

In the short term, the Island will 
probably get by with temporary ar¬ 
rangements and with a tough-but- 
co-operative relationship between 
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CCC and importers. 

But little ships may be on the way 
out. and the Admin, large impor¬ 
ters and local shipping agents had 
better get their heads together and 
look at the long term, rather than 
relying on improvisation forever. 
Maybe we’ll have to install shore 
cranes heavy enough to lift 20- 
tonne containers. Maybe we’ll 
have to organise for the sort of 
LASH - "lighter aboard ship"-- 
vessels that have been used in New 
Guinea. Maybe Geoff Bennett’s 
fascination with dirigibles (true!) 
offers an answer. Heavy shipping 
is essential to Norfolk, and those 
directly concerned with it (inclu¬ 
ding the Admin) have a community 
duty to see that it's provided regu¬ 
larly and on the most reasonable 
possible terms, into the indefinite 
future. 


A HARVEST UNIQUE IN THE WORL D 

WHILE MEN HUSTLE and bustle, 
fretting about sluggish economies 
and jockeying for tomorrow's po¬ 
litical advantage, the grand Nor¬ 
folk pines patiently and bounteous¬ 
ly send down seeds for the future. 

It is an immense crop this year 
--larger, some say, than they can 
remember even in childhood, 
when everything seemed larger. 

With little rain in the past couple 
of months the grapefruit-sized 
cones in the pines have begun re¬ 
leasing their grip early. A gust of 
wind brings a clatter of seed on the 
roof. Sometimes a whole cone lets 
go, and inside a house among the 
trees it can sound as though a bomb 
has exploded when one hits the 
corrugated iron. 

Millions upon millions of seeds, 
scattered across the lawn and drift¬ 
ing along the roadsides in the 
wind-shadows of pines. Parrots will 
get some. Some will strike, and 
cattle will munch most of them 
along with the grass. But many 
will survive, behind a barbed 
fence, inside a reserve, in an out- 
of-reach pocket on a cliffside, and 
grow to glory like their forebears, 
while men hustle and bustle, fret¬ 
ting about sluggish economies and 
jockeying for tomorrow's political 
advantage. ^ 

GENTLY, FIRMLY AND SADLY 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN an irresist- 
able force meets an immovable 
object? 

What happened on Norfolk in May 
was that die irresistable force just 
changed direction; Potts Buffett re¬ 
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signed his commission as Deputy 
Administrator of the Island. 

The irresistable force was his own 
character and self-respect. The im¬ 
movable object was the Canberra 
bureaucracy. 

Some of die facts are clear. Oth¬ 
ers may not become clear for some 
time --or may always remain a 
source of uncertainty and regret. 

The clear facts are that Potts, as 
Deputy Administrator, took up the 
duties of Administrator when Air 
Cdre. E. T. Pickerd retired at the 
end of August, 1975. He expected 
to carry the responsibilities of the 
job for a brief period, until a new 
Administrator was selected. 

He performed impressively. He 
handled our cantankerous Council 
in a gentle, self-effacing but abso¬ 
lutely firm way. He made himself 
accessible. He was calm and steady. 
He almost made the job look easy, 
and Norfolk enjoyed a return to the 
peaceful pleasantness that older 
folk say used to be the general 
rule here. 

His "temporary" position went on 
- - and on, for almost nine months. 
All the while Canberra kept say¬ 
ing it was engaged in a search for 
a man who was (to use their term) 
"suitable”. And all the while Potts 
was being paid less than a "suitable” 
man would have been earning, and 
driving a nice little ute, and pay¬ 
ing for many of the expenses of 
the position out of his own pocket. 

His administration was on the 
whole so satisfactory that quite a 
number of people began urging 
Potts to apply for the job in an of¬ 
ficial way. Some of them said 
that even though he didn't really 
want to be Administrator, the Isl¬ 
and needed him, and it would be 
a proud and satisfying thing for 
Pitcairners to have a man from one 
of their families in Norfolk's sen¬ 
ior position. 

Potts felt a bit awkward about 
applying for the appointment, but 
he listened to his friends' counsel, 
and finally did apply to be made 
Acting Administrator. This would 
simply have given proper, official' 
recognition to the work he was al¬ 
ready doing. 

At that point, the facts of the 
story become a little uncertain. 

From a Norfolk Island point of 
view, what happened was that he 
was told that it wasn't convenient 
to appoint him Acting Administra¬ 
tor. (If you translate that answer in¬ 
to ordinary English, it equals "You 
can go on doing what you’re doing, 
but if you think we're going to give 
you a bigger title or more pay, for¬ 
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get it.") 

Public servants ought to be men 
first, and public servants second. 
Potts is one of those who is. He con¬ 
sidered what he'd been told, and 
after a long and admirable career 
he gently, firmly and sadly notified 
the Department that he could no 
longer be available on such terms. 

His resignation brought an imme¬ 
diate outpouring of sharp disappoint¬ 
ment and affection and something 
very like anger on Norfolk. 

Quite a different version of the 
story is current in Canberra. The 
News's sources there, amplified by 
a report by Canberra "Times" staff 
member Bruce Juddery, say that no 
decision was made against Potts's 
application at all; that both the top 
Department officials and the Mini¬ 
ster felt Potts should be given the 
appointment; and that die message 
that should have been given to Potts 
was “Hold on a minute - - we're for 
it, but there are some sticky as¬ 
pects of the situation that we have 
to sort out first. " 

The sticky problem, according to 
this version of the story, was a fear 
that if the appointment were brought 
up in Cabinet, there would be a 
risk of the job being handed to some 
other man who was thought to de¬ 
serve an interesting small political 
plum. The Minister was therefore 
looking for a way to have Potts con¬ 
firmed by the Executive Council, 
rather than Cabinet. 

A phone call from the Minister, 
or from Secretary Peter Lawler, 
might have saved the situation, if 
those were the facts. So far as we 
know, the call never came, and so 
a misunderstanding went into the 
history books as an insult. 

It is probably too late to change 
it, but if men of enough decency 
and good will make enough of an 
effort, perhaps this shabby bit of 
history can yet be re-written. 

A witch-hunt, or bitter antago¬ 
nism, won't really achieve any¬ 
thing. The true fault lies not in any 
individual, but in a Governmental 
system that has already been recog¬ 
nised as "outmoded". Norfolk is ad¬ 
ministered like a colony, by offi¬ 
cials 1, 000 miles away who have 
much larger problems plaguing them. 
While this state of affairs continues 
Norfolk will occasionally suffer for 
bad decisions that would have been 
made very differently had they 
been made on the Island. 

In the early reactions to Potts' re-, 
signing, some people felt Norfolk 
might express its displeasure by 
somehow being discourteous toward 
the Governor General when he and 



Lady Kerr, along with Sen. and Mrs. 
Withers, come for Bounty Day. That 
would be pretty foolish. It is their 
Government that hopefully will be 
giving the Island more power to man¬ 
age its own affairs, so that (again, 
hopefully) there may be fewer 
damned-fool decisions in the future. 

It could be that Norfolk will even 
gain the rigjn to select its own head 
of local Government. We can think 
of one impressively qualified candi¬ 
date, if that day comes. 

• 

TWO CORONER'S REPORTS 

NAILED TO THE courtroom door 
in May — thumb-tacked actually--- 
were the Norfolk coroner's findings 
into the deaths of two visitors. 

A Russian seaman, Yuri Peres- 
tornin, of the USSR ship 'Demitry 
Mendeleef’, died 'by drowning 
while pleasure swimming' at Slaugh¬ 
ter Bay early January; and tourist 
Alexander R. Chown of a heart 
attack next month. 

The coroner has to hold an in¬ 
quest when someone dies violently, 
by drowning, under anaesthetic, 
or without seeing a doctor in the 
previous three months, as well as 


in unknown causes or suspicious cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The Norfolk coroner can also hold 
an inquest into fires, and often has. 

Six such inquiries were held be¬ 
tween 1969 and 1971 to find out how 
flames started. 

What sort of fires? For die record, 
damage or destruction of ".., any 
building, ship or merchandise or 
any stand of corn, pulse or hay, or 
growing crop, or any firewood made 
up into sucks, cords or loads, or 
cut up in the manner in which it 
is usual to cut firewood for burn¬ 
ing, or any trees, timber, sleepers, 
posts, rails, charcoal, bark or 
grass". 

• 

WHO'LL HANDLE POWER BEST? 

BY NOON on June 16th all candi¬ 
dates for election to the Norfolk 
Island Council will have declared 
themselves. The people of the Isl¬ 
and will then have just over three 
weeks to think about the list, and 
try to leam a little more about the 
new candidates who will be stand¬ 
ing, before votes are cast on July 
7tb. 

The sizing-up of the candidates 
is more important for Norfolk this 


year than it has ever been before, 
because the 1976-79 Council will 
probably be given new powers to 
govern local affairs. 

Present and past members of Coun¬ 
cil have had greater powers than 
they have sometimes realised. To 
be able to debate and ask questions 
in public, and to be able to give 
specific, written advice, can be 
very great powers. But Councillors 
until now have been able to stand 
apart from ultimate responsibility 
for governing the Island, because 
that shadowy, remote punching- 
bag, "the Department in Canberra", 
was really making the decisions. 

Sir John Nimmo will almost cer¬ 
tainly propose new self-governing 
powers for Norfolk, and in all the 
tens of thousands of words of testi- 
money given to the Royal Commi¬ 
ssion by Australian Government of¬ 
ficials there has not been one single 
argument that the Island should 
have only such local powers as it 
has now. The Australian Parliament 
doesn’t know much or think much 
about Norfolk Island, and is surely 
not eager to bestow a lot of new 
powers on us. But the significant 
fact is that Sir John seems likely to 
recommend new local powers -- 
and Parliament is likely to grant 
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them simply because it won't have 
any very good reasons for refusing 
to grant them. 

So the election July 7th won't be 
picking the members of a debating 
society. Each Councillor elected 
will probably be taking part in de¬ 
cisions on how your money is to be 
spent, how you are to be taxed, 
what Island services you will get, 
and what happens to the neighbor¬ 
hood around you and the Island you 
call home. 

What sort of person do you want 
to have thinking and speaking and 
voting for you on such basic mat¬ 
ters? 

A good Councillor - - someone 
you will respect and support -- 
needs specific qualifications. Here 
are some of them: 

□ Available time. A good Coun¬ 
cillor has to be able to put perso¬ 
nal duties aside for several morn¬ 
ings, afternoons and evenings every 
week. 

□ Knowledge of at least three 
kinds; knowledge of the Island, 
knowledge of the rules of meetings 
and debate, and at least a general 
understanding of law. 

□ Common sense - -or balance, 
good judgment, steadiness, call 
it what you will. 


□Speaking ability -- but not too 
much. 

□ A willingness to represent other 
people* arid the ability to separate 
his or her personal views from an 
awareness of what is good for the 
Island as a whole. 

□ Willingness to study, and pre¬ 
pare for meetings ahead of time. 

□The ability to see new ideas, 
and to depart from tradition when 
there is reason to do so. 

□ To be a good Councillor one 
should have a job or a usual life¬ 
style that involves getting out and 
about. A good Councillor has to 
be seeing many people and talking 
with them. It's not a job for a 
stay-at-home. 

□ Willingness to be active in de¬ 
bate. A Councillor may be won¬ 
drous wise, but if he or she spends 
most of the Council meetings just 
sitting and listening, the wisdom 
isn't doing Norfolk much good. 

□ The ability to back down, to com¬ 
promise, to accept defeat without 
bearing a grudge over it. 

□The gift, or the habit, of plain 
talking. Clear thoughts are usually 
best said in simple words. 

The present members of Council 
deserve great appreciation from the 
community for the exceptional time 


and effort they have given. Many 
voters appreciate Councillors' ser¬ 
vice over the past three years -- but 
they, carry this appreciation so far 
as to feel that a vote for any new 
candidate would somehow be show¬ 
ing disloyalty to the eight men who 
are in office now. 

That’s nonsense. Norfolk needs the 
best Councillors it can get, and we 
are exceptionally lucky in the num¬ 
ber of residents who would make 
credible candidates for Council. 
Take Greg Quintal. Phil Page. Ross 
Reynolds. Ken Nobbs. Jean Mitchell. 
Geoff Bennett. Carol Adams. Celia 
Bigg. Joy Adams. Jerry Aafjes. Al¬ 
lan Payne. John Anderson. Dick Ca- 
vill. Ted Semple. Elva Yager. Bot- 
rie Evans. Bernie Christian-Bailey. 
Philip Bartle. A If Martin. Trevor 
Tavener. Ivan Milton. Graham Hit- 
chins. Bruce Cree. Bob Fitzgibbon. 
Lennie Christian-Bailey. Brian Nunn. 
Fred Jowett. Brenda Reed. Alice 
Buffett. Byron Burrell. Dave South. 
Stan Jensen. Piute Snell. Jimmy 
Olsson.. .and a score of others, who 
would be credible Council candi¬ 
dates not just on Norfolk but in al¬ 
most any community you can name. 

Every qualified candidate who is 
willing to stand will deserve the 
Island’s appreciation. 


Beautiful Norfolk Island 

Eric Jupp and his Orchestra 
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COVER STORY ; THERE ARE TWO SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT ABOUT THE CATTLE ON 


NORFOLK’S PICTURESQUE COMMON 


THEY ARE muld-hued, sometimes 
scrawny, and of uncertain parentage. 

But they are on the job 24 hours 
a day, neatly barbering Norfolk's 
open spaces and green-lined high¬ 
ways. 

They're the cattle and horses of 
the commons, licenced to roam un¬ 
attended for a year at a time. 

The herd must be the most-photo¬ 
graphed in the world. They make 
treasured subjects for visiting photo¬ 
graphers -- backlit in Music Valley, 
front lit on Kingston common or 
silhouetted on the skyline just about 
anywhere. Or maybe quietly chew¬ 
ing a cud in the lee of the mins, or 
strolling nonchalantly through the 
Burnt Pine shopping centre. 

Added to these virtues, the cost 
to the owner of running a cow on the 
common is 75 cents to $1 a year. 
That’s a low running cost for such a 
useful device with so many appli¬ 
cations. Or Is it? 

Many islanders echo the cry of the 
conservationists; 'There's no such 
thing as a free meal,., not even for 
cattle grazing on roadside grass. " 

One man with doubts is Ray Hast¬ 


ings Nobbs, O. B. E. who last year 
told the Royal Commission that he 
would like to see the commons 
fenced off. 

Seventy-five-year 7 old Mr. Nobbs, 
a graduate of Hawkesbury Agricul¬ 
tural C ollege, would like to see the 
land enclosed and let for grazing. 

Later, summing up evidence gath¬ 
ered by the Commission, Cedric 
Hampson Q. C. gave some support to 
what he Called the "custom" of pub¬ 
lic grazing in discussing the histori¬ 
cal rights of Norfolk’s Pitcairn des¬ 
cendants. 

Whether it's a custom or a right, 
it’s part of firm Norfolk tradition. The 
51 stock owners who hold licences to 
run cattle or horses on the common 
are, without exception, either Pit¬ 
cairn descended, married to a Pit¬ 
cairn descendant, or born on Norfolk. 

Under Norfolk law, commons and 
reserves are under the authority of 
one man— the Island's Administra¬ 
tor. If you want to ’depasture’ your 
animals — that is, let them roam 
outside your own fenced land -- you 
must seek the permission of the Ad¬ 
ministrator, and be granted a licence. 


Not just any beast can be licenced. 
Sick animals are barred, as are the 
useless and aged. One Administrator 
took a personal interest in.the con¬ 
dition of the animals on the common, 
and once ordered that two notably 
scruffy horses were to be removed by 
their owner. 

"If he wants to let them die in 
peace after years of faithful service, 
they can do so on his land," the Ad¬ 
ministrator ruled. 

The owner retrieved his horses, 
clipped and groomed them and work¬ 
ed them for a few days so the mark 
of die collar was imprinted round 
their necks, and returned them to 
Kingston. "A fine pair, a credit to 
the owner," remarked the satisfied 
Administrator, Major-General Rosen¬ 
thal, quite unaware he had condemn¬ 
ed them a short while before. 

The licence includes the right for 
the animals to graze on insufficient¬ 
ly-fenced private land as well as pub¬ 
lic land. Any landholder who doesn’t 
keep his fences up will find himself 
legally the host for the roaming herd. 

"The original idea of grazing on 
the commons was for those families 
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who did not have the area to run 
their own stock, " Mr. Nobbs ex¬ 
plained to Sir John Nimmo, head¬ 
ing the Commission. 

In the early days, he said, every 
family had its own cows, and its 
own horses for farming. "Now, of 
course, most families do not milk 
their cows, they buy their milk. 

They do not need horses any further 
because they are either not farming 
or have mechanical means of culti¬ 
vation, ” Mr. Nobbs said. 

Lack of water on a section was 
often taken into consideration when 
an application to depasture was made. 

Older islanders would remember 
typical cases, such as the man who 
did a lot of ploughing and carrying, 
using 20 working horses belonging 
to himself and his wife. They had 

-1 

. CHANGING TIMES are creating prob- j 
J lems for the traditional methods of 
< controlling pasturage stock. Once, 
j when it was time for a muster, 20 
, or 30 men would take the day off 

• from die farm, assemble on horse- 
{ back, and sweep through hill and 

j valley, driving all roaming stock be 
' fore them, sorting them out at the 
I muster point. 

| Today, most men work away from 
j home, and only a handful, at best, 

! can rally to help. 

I Single-handed mustering of half - 
| wild cattle in hilly, scrub covered 
. country is quite a job. “I’m be- 

• ginning to think it's.cheaper for me 
| to let the stock inspector impound 

| them and pay the fine," said one 
j licence holder thoughtfully. 

some land, but no water, and were 
permitted to run all horses on the 
commons. 

The biggest licence at present 
covers 38 cattle, and two others 30 
cattle. 

Three licences cover herds between 
20 and 30, and twelve for herds be¬ 
tween 10 and 19. 

More than half the licence holders 
run 9 cattle or fewer on the commons. 

Nineteen of the licences also en¬ 
title the holder to graze one horse. 

The balance of numbers between 
horses and cattle has changed dram¬ 
atically in recent years. In 1953, 
there were 307 cattle and 122 horses 
licenced. 

Today, the corresponding figures 
are 480 and 19. Last year, 578 cattle 
were licenced. This was to be re¬ 
duced to 400 because of disquiet over 
erosion and the condition of the beasts. 
But the current season has been good, 
and the limit has been raised to 480. 

A licence holder pays a fee of $1.50 


a horse for three or less, and $5 for 
each horse over three. 

Cattle are rather cheaper --75# 
each for three or less, and $1 a head 
over three. 

Stallions over 12 months are barred 
according to the law, and so are bulls 
over six months. But commons¬ 
grazing cows continue to calve, the 
mares foal. 

The occasional clash of two bulls 
on the common keeps tourists en¬ 
thralled, but uninhibited love-mak¬ 
ing in the shopping area appears to 
cause some embarrassment among 
the city-bred. 

Responsible for supervision of stock 
on public land is the stock inspector. 
The position, like most other super¬ 
visory commissions on Norfolk, calls 
for almost super-human tact and dis¬ 
cretion. 

He is enforcing the law not only 
among his neighbours but relations, 
too, wherever he goes. More than 
one inspector in the past has de¬ 
cided to give the game away after 
getting home to find the gate mys¬ 
teriously open, his own cattle strayed, 
and depastured animals munching on 
his bananas and kumerah tops. 

Another problem can be die owners 
of unlicenced cattle. They do not 
always eagerly volunteer to assist 
the hapless stock inspector. 

A former assistant inspector, 'Ikey 
Bob’ Edwards, remembers that die 
sight of a few head being driven to¬ 
wards the pound would flush owners 
out of cover like quaB, as they hot¬ 
footed ahead to shoo other stock in¬ 
to the shelter of the scrub. 

For a long time the highlight of 
the Stock Inspector's year was the 
annual muster of depastured beasts. 

For the past few years the custom was 
abarjdoned, and owners were put on 
their honour to keep their cattle tagged. 

mster tine again 

Alas, the honour system didn’t 
work perfectly, and so the muster was 
held again last month. 

As one islander says, he is prepared 
to overlook one or two cattle graz¬ 
ing on the roadside near the owner's 
home, but a couple of dozen un¬ 
registered cattle gets beyond a joke. 

Stock owners selling cattle to the 
butcher can expect a return of $37 a 
hundredweight dressed, so that a steer 
off the common might bring up to 
$100. A calf might be worth $30 or 
$40. 

That makes the commons fee a 
bargain - - much more so than when 
the price dressed was $5 a hundred¬ 
weight. At that time, fees were 
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often paid by clearing noxious weeds 
from crown land, at the rate of two 
days work for three head of cattle. 

In die barter tradition, the licence 
holder might agree to have the work 
done for him to pay off some debt. 
That’s when a day’s work was worth 
60d. 

Once licenced, a cow or horse 
has the right of road. If you are un¬ 
lucky to be involved in an accident 
with one, killing it, you must pay 
the owner for the value of the beast. 

But if the wandering animal is 
unlicensed, you may sue the owner, 
as Councillor Ab Bathie pointed out 
at a recent meeting. 

Which gives point to the legends 
of owners of suddenly-deceased 
beasts hastening off for the day's loan 
of a tag from a licensed animal of 
similar description. 

There are some outright opponents 
of commons grazing. They say road 
accidents represent one major hidden 
cost. One informed estimate puts 
these accidents at an average of 
about one a week. 

Taking everything into account, 
including loss of wages when some¬ 
one is injured, the bill for car-and- 
cattle encounters certainly runs into 
many thousands of dollars a year. 

Mr. Nobbs was concerned about 
the danger of wandering beasts, but 
this was not the only liability he 
pointed out. 

The Australian Conservation Foun¬ 
dation noted some time ago that ero¬ 
sion caused by overstocking the 
common land was particularly serious 
on the cliffs. Assessing the cost of 
erosion is difficult, and it would have 
to include the cost of erosion control 
works. Fencing is expensive, and 
re-planting with individually fenced 
trees is more so. 

Into the Island’s costs for the com¬ 
mon herd must go the expense of 
maintaining fences, gates and cattle- 
stops on private land, as any island 
gardener will confirm. To this has 
to be added the cost of damage done 
when, sooner or later, some hungry 
beast does break in. 

Plans for a real beautification of 
Burnt Pine -- if such a thing is con¬ 
ceivable -- have always stalled on 
the problem of keeping wandering 
stock out. 

Another hidden cost to the com¬ 
munity as a whole is in the lean 
frames of many commons cattle. 

A breeding program would vastly 
improve the herd quality -- but a 
program collapses when there are 
chance and unrecorded encounters. 
Norfolk has good stud bulls, but they 
are all securely fenced in. 
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YOUNG LORD HOWE SAILORS OUTPOINTED THE NORFOLK 
JUNIORS DECISIVELY -- AS THEY DID AT LORD HOWE IN 
JANUARY. HERE THREE LEADERS RUN FOR THE FINISH. 

SOON AFTER Norfolk Island fourth-formers started building 
Sabot sailing dinghies about 18 months ago. Lord Howe Isl¬ 
and’s Aquatic Club invited a team to compete for a trophy 
at Lord Howe. Those races, last January, were such a suc¬ 
cess that the Norfolk Island Sailing Club returned the invi¬ 
tation, and a series of 18 singles and two doubles races was 


ALTHOUGH THE SURFACE OF EMILY BAY WAS SMOOTH 
AS GLASS, A HATFULL OF WIND CAPSIZED MANY ON 
THE 13TH. THERE IS A WET SKIPPER BEHIND THE SAIL. 

sailed in Emily and Slaughter Bay May 11 and 13. Nine 
Lord Howe juniors travelled to Norfolk for die event, and 
took most of the trophies back home with them. 

It's hoped that the competition will become an annual e- 
vent, to be held in January each year. Lord Howe is to be 
host again in 1977, and Norfolk in 1978. 


SABOTS ROUND THE SEAWARD BUOY AS A BIG SURF BREAKS ON THE REEF. POINT ROSS IN THE BACKGROUND. 
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The Kingston-Washington Axis 


HERITAGE AND HISTORY have 
built many links between Norfolk 
and the United States. Visiting U. S. 
Consul General Norman B. Hannah 
talked about them to a Museum 
Trust gathering in May. Here are 
some of his reflections on the ties. 

•trCrtrtri? We - the United States, 
and Australia, and Norfolk - if I may 
make a trilogy out of it, share one 
thing which I suppose is the most im¬ 
portant thing we've got and that's our 
British heritage -- British language -- 
British law -- British literature -- per¬ 
haps I should say English, and there 
is no better advantage in the world 
for anyone, any country to have and 
there are many who would like to 
have it. 

The English language is used world¬ 
wide, and more widely than any other 
language. 

English law is the envy of the world 
and English literature is more widely 
quoted than anything else but the Bible. 

We have a magnificent tradition 
and this is something that Norfolk and 
United States have in Common, not 
to mention Australia of course. 

But because obviously we've all 
branched out,, particularly in recent 
decades, -we’ve had a massive immi¬ 
gration and so has Australia and we’ve 
had some tremendous wars and we’ve 
acquired interests and stakes in other 
countries - and it has a lot of influ¬ 
ence on us. 

There is a very strong parallelism 
between American and Norfolk history. 
For example, we’re commemorating 
our Declaration of Independence in 
1776. Well it was only two years be¬ 
fore that Norfolk was discovered. 

Then in 1788 George Washington 
was elected the first President of the 
United States. 

Of course the United States didn’t be¬ 
gin in 1776 - it didn’t begin till 1788. 

It took a long time to get the British 
to recognize what had happened, i 
But in 1788 also I believe the 1st 
settlement was begun on Norfolk. 
There's a very close parallelism. 

Now, there's another parallelism, 
which in a way is a kind of a tragic 
one, but your history and ours is 
for different reasons divided into two 
parts. 

We've got a first part which was 
stained by or in the shadow of some * 
evil - you had it in the form of one 
of the most ill-famed penal servitude 


systems until 1856 and we had it as 
slavery. 

And in the 60s - it would be that 
decade - we both turned over a new 
leaf. 

Yours was turned over when Britain 
moved the penal settlement out of 
here and the Pitcairners came in and 
started a new life here. 

Tfow we turned over a new leaf 
after a bloody bloody war and started 
out again. 

But there is a certain parallelism 
there also. 

Now some people say if you look 
at what people trade you can learn 
more about them than you can about 
what they say about themselves, and 
if you look at our trade you’ll find a 
very very strong connection between 

In 1792 the first American whalers 
began to come out here -- you are 
putting out a stamp in July which 
commemorates the whaling connec¬ 
tion tfhich I must say pleases me very 
much. 

In 1836 a new commodity came into 
our trade and this was ice. I don’t 
know if they brought ice to Norfolk or 
not. As a matter of fact I don’t know 
that the convicts would have really 
needed ice. But they did bring it to 
Sydney and Melbourne. They'd dig 
it up out of frozen ponds in New Eng¬ 
land and bring it all the way around 
Cape Horn packed in sawdust and straw 
and they still had enough left by the 
time they got to Sydney. 

Well in 1849 we had our gold rush 
and would you believe it our gold 
rush was supplied from Australia - 
not with gold but with timbers and 
tools, implements - because it was 
faster and cheaper to import the stuff 
into California from Sydney than it 
was from New York all the way around 
South America. 

So Australia became the logistical 
supply base for our gold rush and lot 
of Australians came over too to help 
us mine the gold. 

Two or three years later they found 
gold in Australia and we returned the 
favour and a lot of people came over 
from California to help the Austral¬ 
ians dispose of some of their gold. 

Anyway, today --Twill give you 
one statistic --the number of Ameri¬ 
cans in Australia today number 
approximately 50, 000 - we don’t 
really know exactly. We have 
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trouble telling the Australians from 
the Americans you know , they look 
v'ery.very much alike. In New South 
Wales there are about 15.-000 AnieriT 
cans.. 

Historically, there's a certain 
analogy, .connection between Amer¬ 
ican early political history and 
Norfolk’s political problem. Both 
at different times shared one prob¬ 
lem and that was determining what 
is the origin of power and of legiti¬ 
macy. 

I’ve been reading since I came 
here yesterday about some of the 
discussions that are going on in re¬ 
spect of the Royal Commission on 
Norfolk and this is really at the 
heart I gather of part of what Nor¬ 
folk's interested in - it's what is 
the historical origin of power and 
authority - of legitimacy - in 
Norfolk and far be it for me to try 
and comment on it, but I was fas¬ 
cinated to find that it is an inter¬ 
esting question of active interest. 

We faced that problem in a somewhat 
different circumstance of course a 
couple of hunded years ago, and the 
cqjious thing is that all we really 
wanted - or all the founders of our 
country really wanted - was exactly 
What you've got right now and that 
wa? the rights of Englishmen and we 
thought we weren't getting the rights 
of Englishmen. So, we figured if 
that's the case we can't accept that 
power - our power, our authority - 
is derived from British authority 
so yre cut the umbilical cord as it 
were and had a Revolution. Now 
Britain learned a lesson from that 
of course and you are benefitting - 
you have benefitted and so has 
Australia and so has Canada and 
countless other countries - from 
that lesson because Britain has learn¬ 
ed and did learn a long time ago 
that there's got to. be a continuity 
in the legitimacy of authority and 
power between the origin and the 
ultimate recipient and if you pre¬ 
serve the continuity then you can 
provide for peaceful development, 
which is what Norfolk has and still 
has. 

source of authority 

We didn't, so we had to con¬ 
sider well if we’re going to break 
away from England what do we do. 
Where does authority come from - 
does it come from God, or from 
a King or from the people, and if 
it comes from the people how 
are the people going to determine 
it - how are they going to decide 
it. 


We were confronted with a prob¬ 
lem which in a way you faced 
and faced not as a problem but as 
subject which you can deal with 
in a rational way, which we were 
unable to deal with in a rational 
way. 

1 don't know whether any of you 
have ever read any American history 
but there was a tremendous amount 
of soul searching, and as I have read 
and heard a little bit about some 
of the discussions that have gone on 
at different times in respect of Nor¬ 
folk, I was reminded of this docu¬ 
ment that’s famous in the United 
States called ’’Federalist” which is 
a series of essays written by Alex¬ 
ander Hamilton and John Jay and 
James Maddison at the time our 
Constitution was being prepared 
in which they analyse in great de¬ 
tail and with great philosophical 
depth all kinds of complex issues 
such as the taxing power..or the 
federal system. rfK the power of 
the courts.. or almost any kind of 
thing.. it was a great soul searcher. 

I thought of that also when I was 
reading about some of the discus¬ 
sions that you were having in analy¬ 
sing and tracing back into history 
trying to find where is the consis¬ 
tent scheme which produces legiti¬ 
macy. 

We had a problem because of the 
size of States - some were big, some 
were small - and there is a problem 
because on the one hand you've got 
the possibility of a country just break¬ 
ing up because its components just 
stand against each other in stubborn 
defiance, which is what some of our 
States were inclined to do. 

On the other band, you've got the 
other stream in which some gargan¬ 
tuan central power absorbs or in¬ 
hales all power and all subordinate 
units and nobody wants that either. 

So we had to find some in-the- 
middle ground and we found it in 
the form of a federal system. 

But, in a way, Norfolk faces and 
has faced the same problem of size 
in a different way. Norfolk is 
relatively small. Britain was once 
a great Empire. Australia is gi¬ 
gantic. Now how can a country, a 
place, an area the size of Norfolk, 
establish a viable satisfactory re¬ 
lationship with a country that's the 
size of Australia for example with¬ 
out being absorbed. Obviously 
you have worked this out and you 
are still working it out in a far 
better way than for example you 
can observe in the United Nations. 

There we've got the same prob¬ 
lem: of scale. You've got coun¬ 
tries the size of the United States 


and the Soviet Union etc. and then 
you’ve got little principalities with 
only a few hundred people, all 
wielding the same voting power in 
the United Nations General Assembly. 

They haven’t solved it either, 
but you, it seems to me from what 
I have read, are solving this prob¬ 
lem. 

Norfolk a Utopia? 

When I first came here I was 
struck by a recollection of something 
that 1 read many years ago at Uni¬ 
versity when 1 studied political 
theory. There is a small branch of 
political theory which is called 
"Utopianism". 

Robert Owen, Samuel Butler who 
wrote "Utopia", Edward Bellamy, 
were people who wrote mostly in 
the early 19th century or in the 18th 
century about "ideal States" in which 
everything would be neatly, mathe¬ 
matically, perfectly organised. 

When I came here, the first thing 
I thought of was one of these.Uto¬ 
pian thinkers - a fellow named 
Fourier, a Frenchman whose idea 
was never tried out in France but it 
was tried out about 18 or 20 times 
in the United States -- we'll try any¬ 
thing --. Anyway, he had the idea 
that perfection in social organisa¬ 
tion was a matter of size and match¬ 
ing up personality types and he iden¬ 
tified, through a very very complex 
theory which is not important, 810 
different combinations of personal¬ 
ity types - 810, and he figured that 
an ideal society would include all of 
them because you need every type - 
as they say it takes all kinds to make 
up the world, so you need them all - 
and you need two of each. 

He didn't specify that it had to be 
one man and one woman and I don’t 
know quite how that worked out. 

That may have-been the source of 
the trouble -- maybe he didn't work 
that part out. 

So he said if there are 810 types 
then you need 162 0 people and that's 
exactly what he prescribed - 1620. 

And he also figured out -- re¬ 
member this is about 1820 -- that 
given the state of the economy of 
those years that it should be primar¬ 
ily an agricultural society and have 
handicrafts of course. He figured 
out that you need about 6500 acres. 

Well he was a little bit"chintzey” 

-- Norfolk's got about 8000 acres I 
think and 1600 people approximately, 
and a beautiful climate, and agri¬ 
cultural land, and it flashed through 
my mind - 'If only Fourier had known 
about Norfolk*. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / June-July 1976 


12 



FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

ouncilIJranscript =~ 


*77 to be "happy year 
of dung beetling" 

i EARLIER EFFORTS to establish the 
i "dung beetle" on the Island have 
I failed -- the insects just haven’t 
| survived. But now it looks as if 
i they may have taken to Norfolk. 

I Cr. John Ryves was asked to ex- 
) plain the situation at the May 
| meeting: 

Cr. Ryves; As wc originally thought, 
the problems we were experiencing be¬ 
fore in getting the dung beetle estab¬ 
lished on the island was the manner 
in which they were transported. The 
last lot were brought in with the 
passengers on the plane - they didn't 
know it but They were. Fortunately, 
s ir, these have taken very well. 

I’ve identified three species, three 
species on the Common, three spe¬ 
cies at Rocky Point, three species in 
the Anson Bay area, and for the in¬ 
formation of the public the activity 
of the dung beetle at this stage is 
fairly limited because they haven't 
bred up but if they notice the dung 
pads they'li see little piles of dirt 
on the top of them. They're going 
to have a great effect on the Island's 
agricultural economy in that the re¬ 
moval of the dung pads from the 
surface of die soil and burying it 
under in the root zone of the grass 
will have a highly fertilizing effect, 
the aeration of the soil from the 
passages they dig will also help. 

It will also be a great help in the 
animal health situation because once 
the dung is removed, which normally 
can be expected after twenty-four 
hours, the eggs of the worm infes¬ 
tation of cattle are also taken under¬ 
ground and therefore you don’t get a 
re-infestation. I feel, sir, that next 
year we can look forward to a happy 
year of "dung beetling’and I do hope 
that they continue to increase in 
numbers. 

Cr. Bataille; What happens when 
they get over-bred? 

Cr. Ryves: To answer it in a sensible 
manner, the fortunate thing about the 
dung beetle is that it has been proved 


that they are self-limiting - they 
limit their breeding to the availabil¬ 
ity of dung pads and so we can safely 
say that this will be one insect that 
was introduced to the Island that 
won’t have any deleterious effect 
on the flora and fauna and other 
matters. 

Answers wanted on 
some tough questions 

I WHEN THE MINISTER visited the 
| Island in March, Cr. Duncan Mc- 
I Intyre had a list of questions for 
| him. Some were answered while 
I he was here; some others have 
I been sorted out since then; but 
t others remain. Cr. McIntyre put 
I them officially at the May Coun- 
| cil meeting. His questions, which 
I the Deputy Administrator said 
I he would inquire about and reply 
| to, included these: 

- Can Norfolk Island get at least 
its simpler Ordinances drafted quick¬ 
ly if they leave Norfolk Island in a 
moreorless final form, or would 
they still have to go to the bottom 
of the drafting heap and wait their 
turn to be examined at all? 

- What consideration has the 
Minister of Transport given to up¬ 
dating Norfolk Island Airport with 
Commonwealth funds? 

- In what terms will the office 
of Administrator be advertised? 

- Does the Racial Discrimination 
Act prevent the granting of immigra¬ 
tion priorities to Pitcairners? 

- Will there now certainly be a 
mechanism for informing the Coun¬ 
cil ef all Bills intended to extend 
to Norfolk Island in time for Coun¬ 
cil to express a view? 

- What is the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs’ response to the question of 
allowing Norfolk Island an active 
role in the affairs of the South Pacific 
Commission and in what form? 

- The Minister said that he would 
look after the problem withM. B.F. 
and H.C.F. only paying where they 
expect Medibank to leave off. What 


action is being taken and far what 
result? 

Would coarse sand 
fix N.l. slelghrldes? 


» A PETITION asking for hard - 
t surfacing of Martin's Rd. was 
I talked about in May. During the 
| discussion Cr. Ab B«ehie put 
| forth some interesting ideas a- 
I about temporary means of im - 
I proving a dirt road: 

Cr. Bathie: Mr. Chairman, in con¬ 
sidering the petition now before Coun¬ 
cil, I should like to say that about 
two weeks ago I was in the area and 
availed myself of the opportunity to 
take a look at the condition of Mar¬ 
tins Road. I must say that at that 
time it was in pretty good condition 
because it had just been recently 
graded and minpr works carried out. 

I don't doubt for one moment that 
there are times when the road does 
cause some concern and inconven - 
ience to residents who have neither 
road or access, but, in view of Coun- 
cils’previous actions relative to the 
estimates and expenditure, I fail to 
see the practical solution of tar- 
sealing the road being undertaken in 
this financial year. At the time I 
inspected the road, 1 did think that 
a few loads of coarse sand spread at 
certain section of the road would 
mean an improvement. Perhaps as 
an interim measure, this could be 
given consideration and thus reliev¬ 
ing some of the problems caused to 
the residents coricerned. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, when we have in the past 
dumped coral on the road - - I think 
a tradesman -- and this information 
was given to me by a plasterer of 
pretty good repute on Norfolk Island, 
Mr. Roy Cullen, and also Owen Jones 
who originally during the war-time 
put the basis which we formed our tar- 
sealed roads on --he said this coral 
sand is fatty sand --it floats when 
there's a lot of water on the road.-- 
the proof of this is to be found at 
the culverts or where there's any run¬ 
off - whereas the coarse sand, which 
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I assume would be the sand that’s 
sometimes available along the wall 
at Emily Bay, is more settled and it 
takes a lot more to move it than it 
does the coral sand. That's why I 
think that a lot of these roads, although 
they're graded, sometimes the sand or 
whatever gripping material that's in 
the road is covered over by soil which 
on the first shcwer of rain becomes 
slippery. Now, I think this is a won¬ 
derful opportunity as an interim meas¬ 
ure to just test the theory - does this 
coarse sand $erve any useful purpose? 

I can think of no better place than 
Martins Road of doing it because soon¬ 
er or latetj'lt is going to require tar¬ 
sealing --that if tite only answer to 
the problem --but as 1 an interim mea¬ 
sure I think that it may assist because, 
despite the fact that it's just been done, 
there are going to be three I think in 
particular portions of that road that the 
residents are going to find pretty hard 
to get over particularly in the winter 
months. 


All Councillors In 
harmonious agreement 

I FAST ACTION, with little de- 
I bate, was accorded one issue 
| ar May Council. Apart from 
| one technical question of no 
I basic importance, here is the 
| transcript of the entire discus- 
I sion. 

Dep. Admin: I move on to Memoran¬ 
dum 1/3/6, I don’t know whether you 
wish to deal with it in open Council 
or closed Council,gentlemen. 

Cr. Bathie: Mr. Chairman, I don't 
think Council has any option but to 
accept this. It deals with an increase 
in pay and they've been accepting it 
ever since they were elected into office 
in 1975 -- in 74 at least -- but this was 
not action that was brought about by 
the present Council. It was done by a 
- previous Council and I think they did it 
at one of their last meetings. Well, 
let’s put the facts because, righto* 
everyone's going to say -.'Right, you 
hushed up your own wages', but it’s 
available for anybody to come and 
have a look, so let's clear the air first. 
I'm not opposed to accepting it. 

I don't think it's dishonourable to 


accept tile money. I don't think 
I’m getting overpaid anyhow - I 
don't know what others think - and 
1 move that Council approves the 
proposed amendments to the Norfolk 
Island Council Ordinance. 

Cr. McKenzie; I’ll second the 
motion. 

(Cr. Blucher then raised a tech¬ 
nical point that was answered. ) 

Dep. Admin: Any further comments. 
No further comment - I'll put the 
motion - all those in favour? All 
elected councillors in favour, the 
Chairman abstains. The motion is 
carried. 

I Perhaps Councillors felt it 
I would have been indelicate to 
I mention the actual amount, of 
» money being voted. The action 
I confirmed the $500 a year that 
| has been paid as an allowance 
| to each Councillor — $800 for 
I the President of Committees, 

1 The previous Council got $200 
I per man, with an extra $300 
I for the President of Commit- 
I tees. 

I Why the rise should be trea- 
I ted like a hot potato is hard to 
I understand: who else takes so 
I much responsibility and ear- 
I bashing for around $1 an hour? 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking the pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance; SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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ISLAND 

HANDBOOK 

for JUNE JULY 

► what’s on ► opening & closing times 

► where to find it ► airline schedules 

► best shopping ► radio programmes 

► Norfolk calendar ►shipping information 

► Island map ► tides-sun-moon 




Building a better Norfolk shipping service 


OUR SIX-POINT PROGRAM FOR SERVING NORFOLK BEST -- 

1 WE HAVE SHIPS OF THE RIGHT SIZE, EQUIPPED WITH CARGO- 
HANDLING GEAR SUITED TO NORFOLK LIGHTERAGE REQUIREMENTS 

2 OUR CREWS REALLY CARE ABOUT THE CONDITION OF YOUR SHIP¬ 
MENT. THEY LIKE TO SEE IT COME ABOARD IN GOOD ORDER. 

AND THEY LIKE TO SEE IT LEAVE THE SHIP IN GOOD ORDER. 

3 IT IS CCC COMPANY POLICY TO MAKE A CONTINUOUS EFFORT 
TO DOVETAIL THE COMPLICATED PACIFIC SHIPPING SITUATION 
IN A WAY THAT WILL BRING SHIPS REGULARLY AND FREQUENTLY 
TO NORFOLK. 

4 OUR AGENTS ARE.INSTRUCTED TO GIVE REALISTIC INFORMATION 
ON LOADING, SAILING AND ARRIVAL DATES -- AND OUR SYSTEM 
OF FREQUENT INTERNATIONAL PHONE COMMUNICATIONS HELPS 
ASSURE THIS INFORMATION IS KEPT CURRENT. 

5 IT IS CCC POLICY TO GIVE SERIOUS, PROMPT ATTENTION TO 
QUERIES, CLAIMS AND REQUESTS. 

6 AN INTERNATIONAL TEAM OF FOUR MEN IS AT YOUR SERVICE TO 
RIO VIDE EVERY ASSISTANCE; JOHN BREKELMAN IN SYDNEY ( AT 
HETHERINGTON KINGSBURY - PHONE 27 1671); TONY BOYLE IN 
AUCKLAND (AT MARITIME SERVICES - PHONE 75509); and GEOFF 
BENNETT (2018) AND KEN NOBBS (2131) IN NORFOLK. 

You can help build better service by- 

1 MAKING CCC YOUR BASIC SHIPPING SERVICE AND USING US 
WHEREVER PRACTICAL. MORE VOLUME MEANS MORE RELIABLE 
SHIPPING SERVICE. 

2 TELLING US WHAT YOU WANT. WE’LL TRY OUR BEST TO PROVIDE 
PROVIDE IT. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING’ NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC's agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents In 

in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 





Australia News at 7.30,8.30,Ip®, 2pm, 3.30pp 
notices/weather at 7.40,8.40,10.00,noon, 


NORFOLK Radio 

RADIO Local 

VISITORS planning to buy a radio 
should buy it early and listen to our 
unique local station, VL2NI, at 
1570 on the dial. If you want news 
about Australia or NZ you won't get 
much from the Radio Australia re- 

SUNDAY 

Transmission commences 

4. 00 Light Music 

5. 30 Radio Aust. News 

6. 00 Comedy 
6. 30 Music & Story for 

Young People 

7.00 Evening Prog, includes 
Children's Story, Fea¬ 
ture, Drama. Classi¬ 
cal Music 
CLOSE - 10pm 
MONDAY 

0,15 Music Roundabout 
10.05 Beach Boys Story 
10.45 Morning Serial 


lay, which is mainly a diplomatic 
house organ. Toward dark on most 
days you can begin getting quite 
good reception of mainland radio 
stations -- face the radio toward 
the station for best results. 


ANNOUNCERS include Tony Arnold, * 
Toon Buffett, Daphne Heyman, 

Beryl SfccJcayp Kathy LeCren, Ivan 
Milton, Sylvia Ryves, George Smith, 
Lisle Snell and Paul Towers. Ring 
2137 (nbt while the announcer is 
talking please) for requests. 

FRIDAY 

9.15 Music Feature 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.15 Church of England Prog. 
CLOSE - 4 pm 
SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Pop Feature Prog. 

12. 00 & 12.40 Local News 
12. 05 Requests 
1.10 Radio Aust. Sports 
4.00 Young Mood 
6.00 Moving Music 
CLOSE 9pm 


11. 00 Concert Half Hour 
11.30 Classical Showcase 
12.10 Light drama series 
CLOSE - 4pm 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Comedy Half Hour 
10.05 Music from Shows 
10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Notes from the 

Past 

11.15 Drama 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
CLOSE - 4pm 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 Drama_ 


10.45 Morning Serial 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 
2. 00 (First Wed. of month 
only) N. I. Council 
Meeting. 

6. 00 pm Evening Prog. 
Pick of the week. 

Includes Comedy, Drama, 
Book Review, ’Scope'. 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of the Arts 
10.05 Drama Series 
10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Requests 
1.15S.D.A. Programme 
CLOSE - 4pm 


FLIGHTS 


SYDNEY 

QANTAS AIRLINES 


AUCKLAND 


BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 
NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 


RE-CONFIRM 
?,4 HRS AHEAD 

« 

CHECK WITHiTHE 
AIRLINE FOR DE-. 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
QANTAS 2195 
AIR NZ 2195 
N.1.A, 2328 


Wednesday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


Arr. 

1.45 

1.45 

4.15 


2££t 

2.35 

2.35 


5. 05 



Arr. 

Defc, 


Arr. 

Pep. 

Monday 

11.00 

12.15 

Monday 

- 

8.30 

Wednesday 

11.00 

12.15 

Tuesday 



Thursday 

11.00 

12.15 

Wednesday 

2.30* 


Friday 

11.00 

12.15 

Thursday 

5.15 

8.30* 

Saturday 

11.00 

12.15 

Friday 



Sunday 

11.00 

12.15 

Saturday 

5. 30* 

8.30 




Sunday 

5.15 

8.30* 




•indicates call at Lord Howe Is. 


SHIPPING 

Services are subject to altera¬ 
tion of dates and voyage routes. 
Schedules shown here are approximate. 
COMPAGNIE DE CHARGEURS CALE- 
DONIENS operates a four-weekly 
cargo service from Onehunga, N. Z. 
and a four-weekly service from Sydney. 
The Company is also able to bring 
cargo from Lord Howe Island on its 
way from Sydney. Passenger berths 
are sometimes available; generally 
Norfolk Island residents are given 
priority for them. 

CCC’s Norfolk agents are South Pacif¬ 
ic Shipping Co. (tel. 2018 or 2131), 

In Sydney, Hetherington Kingsbury 
(tel. 27-1671). In Auckland, Maritime 
Services Ltd. (tel. 75509). 


KARLANDER (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD; 
operates the M. V. Tauloto II on a *’ 
monthly cargo service from Sydney; 
The vessel then continues to Suva, 
Nukualofa and back to Sydney. 
Passenger berths sometimes available 
but Tongan residents are given prior¬ 
ity and usually take them. 

Karlander’s agents in Norfolk are 
Martin's Agencies (tel. 2021). In 
Sydney, Karlander’s office is at 19 
Pitt Street (tel. 27-6301). 
SOFRANE-UN1 LINES Groupement D’- 
Interet Economique operates a four¬ 
weekly cargo service, currently with 
the M. V. "Capitaine Cook” from 
Auckland and Tauronga. N. Z. The 
vessel continues from Norfolk to 
other islands, usually including New 
Caledonia and the New Hebrides. 


Sofrane’s agents in Norfolk are Nor¬ 
folk Transport Services (tel. 2181). 

In N.Z. the company has its own 
office at 42 Customs Street (tel. 73279). 
MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
chaffer to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo¬ 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES from Australia 
axe $65. 50 per cubic metre or $65. 50 
per tonne for general cargo, and $80.20 
per cubic metre for refrigerated cargo- - 
these rates plus a 6. 5°,k bunker surcharge. 
From New Zealand general cargo rate 
is SNZ55. 56 per cubic metre and re¬ 
frigerated cargo is $N274.72 per metre. 
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PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 


(Norfolk Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

# ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 

^jj^ROUDS 

DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

I Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE : Open 8.54am-12.30pm 
and 1.15pm-5pm weekdays only. (Yes, 
8. 54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it's an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.15 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5tf a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS: 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see AmyBathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
10am-lpm and 2pm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ : Burnt Pine Office 
open 9r5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
ilam and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Queen Elizabeth Ave.; Father 
Des Scanlon. 





elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND P A1 NT IN GS. . . W EA VIN GS. . . LO VE L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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flights depart at 
12.15pi 

Monday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

to A U C K L A N 0 

where connecting 

flights 

are available 

to other N.Z. 

destinations 

and 

Dally DC1Q Flights 
to Los Angeles 

with connections 
to LONDON 

consult 

BURNS 

p rrip 

TRAVEL 
at Burnt Pine 
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FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK’S 
REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 


THAT CORRECT gentleman - and 
one of the greatest men in sea history. 
Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was:. 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called- them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty’s Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 


of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also w&s a 
time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bcunty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here, 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct ana 
separate settlement" in the British 
Empire. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island’s history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian High Court ruled that 
the Island is legally part of the Com - 
monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island, 
and has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1975 the Australian Government 
concluded that Norfolk’s administra¬ 
tive set-up had become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com - 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. The Comnjission's.re- 
port is expected this year. v„. s 
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CALENDAR iZ 


thu 

FRI 

SAT 



Rise 7.12, Set 5.31 

W Rise 7.12, Set 5.31 

0 ^ Rise 7.12, Set 5.31 



^ L0434 HI106 

2 L0518 HI 152 

H0013 L0607 



L1450 H2328 

LI 7 36 

H1240 LI827 



•Island dinnet(BH) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• SDA service 



•Housie(LC) 

•Open night(Pds) 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



• BBQ(SP) 


•Children's dancing class 

1 


• Film(RSL8. OOp) 


(PH 2.30pm) 

Key 

• Rotary(SP6.30p) 





☆ 



Rise 

- Sunrise 

- Sunset 




H 

- High tide 




L 

- Low tide 




a 

- a. m. 

Q Rise 7.11, Set 5.34 

O H0435 LI 056 

Q 7.11, Set 5.34 

H0540;L1155 

*1 Rise 7 ' 11 * Set 5 - 35 
| U L0027 H0647 

P 

- p. m. 

H1720 L2327 

H1826 

. L1254H1929 



•Island dinner(BH) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•SDA service 



•Housie(LC) 

•Open night(Pds) 

•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



•BBQ(SP) 


•Children's dancing class 



• Film(RSL8. OOp) 


(PH 2.30pm) 


LOCATIONS 

• Rotary(SP6.30p) 

• Benelong Players 


•Golf: President's Trophy 



Concert (RH 8pm) 



A 

- Administration 





Building 




BP 

- Burnt Pine 

#f r? Rise 7.10, Set 5.37 
| O L0440 HI 109 

of C* Rise 7.09, Set 5.37 

1 O L0525 H1152 

*1 Rise 7.09, Set 5.38 

I # H0015 L0611 

BC 

BCP 

- Bowling Club. 

- Bicentennial Park 

LI656 H2333 

LI 7 41 

H1234 LI828 

fiH 

- Branka House 

• Island dinner(BH) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•SDA service 

C 

- Catholic Church 

•Housie(LC) 

•Open night(Pds) 

•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

EB 

- All Saints 

•BBQ(SP) 


•Children's dancing class 

- Emily Bay 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 


(PH 2.30pm) 

GC 

H 

- Garrison Rest. 

- Golf Club 

- Hospital 

•Rotary(SP6.30) 


• Golf: President’s Trophy 

☆ 



KO 

- Kingston Oval 




Lib 

- Library 




LC 

- Leagues Club 




LK 

- Lime Kiln BBQ 

Rise 7.06. Set 5.41 
H0346 LI019 

0% 0^ Rise 7.06, Set 5.41 
2 v3 H0437 L 1108 

>| Rise 7 - 05 « Set 5- 42 

2 lt r H0535 LI 159 

M 

MC 

- Museum Buildiog 

- Methodist Church 

HI616 L2245 

H1712 L 2336 

HI 812 

Nik 

- Norfolk Hotel 

•Island dinner(BH) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•SDA service 

Pds 

- Paradise 

•Housie(LC) 

• Open night(Pds) 

•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

PH 

- Pitcairners Hall 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Children's dancing class 

RH 

- Rawson Hall 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 


(PH 2.30pm) 

RSL 

- R.S.L. Club 

•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


•Golf: Mixed foursomes 

Scl 

- N. I. School 


championships 

SDA 

- 7th Day Adv. Hall 



☆ 

SP 

- South Pacific 



r\ 

StB 

- St. Barnabas Chapel 




SW 

- Simons Water 

O O Rise 7 - 03 * Set 5 - 45 

fc W L0329 HI 000 

Rise 7.03, Set 5.46 
Ow L0412 HI046 

o 1 Rise 7 - 02 • Set 5 - 46 

O 1 L0456 H1133 

vv 

YC 

- Valley View 

- Youth Centre 

L1546H2222 

LI 62 9 H2 308 

LI 715 H2354 



•Island dinner(BH) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• SDA service 



•Housie(LC) 

•Open night(Pds) 

•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



• BBQ(SP) 


•Children's dancing class 



• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


(PH 2.30pm) 





t - Norfolk Island 


SUN MON 



6 Rise 7.06, Set 6.28 
H0207 L0822 
HI 438 L2046 
•Church service* 

•Film, sm 'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•FootbalhUnited v. 
Cascade (KQ 2pm) 

☆ 


7 Rise 7.05. Set 6.27 
H0258 L0919 
HI 534 12143 
•Housie(LC) 

•Fllm(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl7.3 Op) 


TUE 

Rise 7.03. Set 5.28 
L0415H1043 
L1G29 H2305 

• Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 


8 Rise 7.06, Set 6.27 
H0354 L101C 
HI 635 L2242 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY. 

W ANNIVERSARY DAY 
•Com'd’nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 


WED 

2 Rise 7.03, Set 5.28 
L0456 HI 126 
L1511H2348 

•Council meeting(A2. OOp) 
•School sailing(EBl. OOp) 
•Film. sm’b.'d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


9 Rise 7.06. Set 5.27 
H0546 L1114 
H1741 L2342 
• Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

•Open Night(Nlk) 

• Time/Space photo 
exh'b*t’n(YC 12-5p) 


13 


Rise 7.08. Set 5.27 
L0236 H0901 
LI458 H2135 


14 


Rise 7.08. Set 5.27 
L0328 H0953 
LI 547 H2224 


15 


Rise 7.09, Set 
L0417 HI 043 
LI635 H2312 


5.27 


•Church services PUBLIC HOLIDAY- •Com’d'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 

•Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30p) QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY •Films(Pds & LC) 

• Football: United v. •Housie(LC) •Darts(RSL) 

Longridge (BO 2pm) •Film(Nlk) 

•Sm’b’d(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.3Op) 


16 


Rise 7.09, Set 5.27 
L0506 H1131 


U724H2358 
•Film, sm*b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


Rise 7.10, Set 5.27 
H0215 LQ836 
HI437 L2056 
• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Football: Cascade v. 
Longridge (KQ 2pm) 


A *f Rise 7.10, Set 5.27 
I H0269 L0925 
HI 524 L2146 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.3Op) 

•Council candidates 
speak(RH 8. OOp) 


22 


Rise 7.11, Set 5.28 
H0346 LI 012 
H1613 L2234 


•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


23 


Rise 7.11, Set 5.28 
H0434 LI 058 


H1706 12323 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


(?*5) “0 Rise 7.11, Set 5.29 
If L0148 R0806 
L1405H2034 
• Church services 


• Film. sm’b’d(VV7.30p) 

• Pitcairn Praise service 

(MC7.3 Op) 

•Football; Cascade v. 


United (KO 2pm) 


28 


Rise 7.12, Set 5.29 
L0232 H0853 
LI447 H2H8 


•Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b'd (SP) 

• Yoga (Scl 7.30P) ' 
•Council candidates 


speak(RH 8. OOp) 


29 


Rise 7.12, Set 5..30 
L0313 H0937 


LI 527 H2201 


•Com'd'nts Dixmer(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


30 


Rise 7.12, Set l. 3< 
L0363 HI 021 
L1608 H2244 


•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 



CALENDAR 


THU 


3 Rise 1.04, Set 5.28 
L0540 H1210 
LI 7 58 

•Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


FRI 


4 Rise 7.04, Set 5.28 
H0032 L0630 
H1257 L1850 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


SAT 

5 Rise 7.05. Set 5.28 
H0118 L0725 
HI 346 LI 946 A) 

•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

• $2000 cross country race 


•Children's dancing class 
(PH 2.30pm) 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 

set - Sunset 

H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

a - a. m. 

p -p.m. 


Rise 7.07. Set 5.27 
I U HOC02 L1212 
HI 846 

•Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rota,ry(SP6.30) 


*| <4 Rise 7. 07, Set 5.27 
I | L0043 H0706 
LI310 HI946 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


•4 Rise 7. 07, Set 5.27 
I mam L0141 H0806 

LI405 H2042 () 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Treasure Hunt Car 
Rally (RH 1.30pm) 

☆ 

•Children's dancing class 
(PH 2.30pm) 


«| “y Rise 7.09, Set 5.27 
I / L0557 H1218 

LI 915 

•Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


IQ Rise 7. iO. Set 5.27 
I O H0044 L0649 
HI305 LI908 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open night(Pds) 


Rise 7.10, Set 5.27 


19 H0130 L0743 

HI 351 L2003 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Children's dancing class 
(PH 2.30pm) 


3 


Rise 7.11, Set 5.28 
H0527 LI 146 
H1802 

•Island dinner(BH) 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 

☆ 


O K Rise 7 * 11 * Set 5 - 21 

&.U L0012 H0622 
L1233 H18 56 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


■it 


0^2 Rise 7.11, Set 5.29 
W L0102 H0716 
LI 320 HI 947 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

☆ 

•Children's dancing class 
(PH 2.30pm) 


HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN JUNE 


locations 


A - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP - Bicentennial Pa--k 

BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 
Scl - N.I. School 

SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP - South Pacific '* 

StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 

SW - Simons Water; .oo':": 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 


June 8 is Norfolk's great Anniversary Day, recalling the arrival 
of the Pitcairn families here in 1856 aboard the "Morayshire". 
June 6 is a less happy anniversary --oh this date in 1825, the 
notorious Second Settlement a prison hell, was founded. 

June 12 is a little-known anniversary. In 1798 the little sloop 
"Norfolk”, built by the first settlers here, sailed into Sydney 
Harbour. It was quickly confiscated; soon afterward Bass and 
Flinders used it to discover that Tasmania is an island. 


June 24 is another historic date; in 1856 Queen Victoria by 
Order in Council proola|med Norfolk a distinct and separate :<£*• 
settlement within the British Empire. - 

Toward the end f of June 1856 the last of the Norfolk convicts 
sailed off for Tasmania in the "Morayshire, " which left on the 
26th. The "Juno left two days later. 

In 1878 , in the latter part of June, Islanders were working to 
cut open a passage from Emily Bay through the reef to the sea. 




Norfolk Island 

SU N 

MON TUE 

-HISTOBir ANNIVFRR ARIFS IN TTII.Y - 

WED 

• M 

July l is the anniversary date of the mutiny among the 80th 
Regiment soldiers on Norfolk in 1839, in the prison settlement. 
July l is also the date - in 1914 - when Norfolk's 58-year 
eta as a "distinct and separate settlement" came to an end, ■ 
and the Island was officially made a Territory of Australia. 

July 15 - on this date in 1850, Tervara, last of the Bounty 
settlers, died on Pitcairn Island.- 

,,, -_ 

July 24 was the date of the launching in Sydney of the schoc 
ner “Francis", built for Sydney-Norfolk service. She was T ie 
first ship to be built in Australia. The year was 1793. 

July 25, 1828, is a remarkable and important date for Norfolk, 
£>n many matters, there is no modern written law that applies 
to Norfolk; in all such cases, Norfolk's present law is the lav 
that existed in England on this date 148 years ago. 

Rise 7.12, Set 5.32 
£L HOI00 L0701 M\ 

HI329 LI924 
•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7. 30 d) 

• Football: Longridge v. 

United (KO 2pm) 

C Rise 7.12, Set 5.32 

W H0149 L0759 

H1421 L2024 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm 'b’d(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl7.3 Op) 

ct Rise 7.11, Set 5.33 

O H0240 L0858 

H1516 L2125 

• Com’d’nts Dinner(G7.30p) 

• Films(Pds& LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

"y Rise 7.11, Set 5.33 

• H0335 L0957 

H1615 L2226 

• Council meeting(A2. 00n;. 
•School sailing(EBl. 00p', 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

• Open night(Nlk) 

rfl Rise 7.10, Set 5.35 

11 II L0125 H 0749 /""N 

LI349 H2026 U 
•Church services 
•Film,sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Football: Longridge v. 

Cascade (KO 2pm) 

*| Rise 7.10, Set 5.36 

| L0219 H0846 

LI440 H2118 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.30p) 

Rise 7.10, Set 5.36 

1 © L0309 H0936 

LI 528 H2205 

•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

jm Rise 7.10, Se- 
| L0356 HI 024 

LI 612 H2250 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

•Open Night(Nlk) 

Ol O Rise 7.08, Set 5.38 

U © H0056 L0700 

H1316 LI 919 

• Church services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Football: United v. 

Cascade (KO 2pm) 

Rise 7. 08, Set 5.39 

1 H0437 L0750 

HI 358 L2011 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

•Yoga(Scl 7.30p) 

/n Rise 7.07, Set 5.39 

L0841 
• HI 441 L2103 

•Com'd’nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

0* Rise 7.07, Set 
y 1 H0300 L0931 

HI526 L2154 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

|j=» Rise 7.05, Set 5.42 
© L0028 H0636 

L1248 HI 910 

• Church services 

• Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30p) 

• Pitcairn Praise service 

(MC7.30p) 

• Football; United v. 

Longridge (KO 2pm) 

•Golf: Mixed foursomes «_ 
championships 

Rise 7.04, Set 5.43 
W L0117 H 0733 

LI336 H2003 
•Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

• Sm'b'd (SP) 

• Yoga (Scl 7.30P) 

^ “Jf Rise 7.04, Set 5.44 
•£ I L0203 H0826 

LI 421 H2052 

•Com'd'nts Dinner(G7.30p) 
•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

O Q Ri^ e 03. Set £. 4* 
L0247 H0914 
L1504H2137 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 




KENWOOD 


Names that know 
the sound approach 
to quality /. /* 

OrD PIONEER 

AKAI 


Burns 


The Professionals in sound equipment 


means fabulous music 


Visit our Sound Lounge and blow your mind 








BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Proud's; "Omega watches." 

The Milk Bar; "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four evenings 
a week, planes permitting." 

Prentice's; "Genuine Mikimoto 
pearl rings, pendants and neck¬ 
laces. from $13.50." 

Bums Phllp: "Lovely Scottish mohair 
rugs for $15.95 - and Sanyo recharge¬ 
able torches, four models, from $5.75" 
The Norfolk Trader ; "The 'Braun" 
Synchron Plus electric shaver, $29.50" 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..." on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points; 

-•When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 


Milton's ; The Elmo Super Eight movie 
camera, with "magic lens" for super¬ 
imposing titles, for $99 -- and Sansui 
hi-fi equipment at the best prices in 
the Pacific - lower than Fiji wholesale" 
Cameralines; "Kodak prices in Austra- 
lasia have just gone up 10 "Jc - films, 
cameras, accessories. We're holding 
the old prices, while stocks last." 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
items from China - because of our 
long-standing connections there." 
Martin's Agencies; "Remington elec¬ 
tric shavers and hot combs, on sale 
at good shops in Burnt Pine." 

Duncombe Bay Garage; "Casio 
miniature calculators, on sale at 
several top shops." 

International Duty-Free; "Really fine 
saddlery just in from Pakistan - a good 
saddle for a ridiculous price, $70.” 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman. find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to eet someone to tow you out. 



COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 

THREE COLOUR MOVIES 

AT THE CASCADE ROAD HAUL 
(below tbe Methodist Church) 


“NATURAL HISTORY” 

Flora ft Fauna Conservation 

“PEOPLE AND THEIR HERITAGE” 
Norfolk Islanders telling their own History. 

“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN” 

A MUST FOR ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 130 PEOPLE. 

THIS PROGRAM IS EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
AM) 6 SHOWN EARLY IN THE WEEK. 

Information and tickets at. 

HIBISCUS RADIO 

PHONE: 2258 

NORFOLK ISLAND IS UNIQUE - 
THE BIGGEST SMALL ISLAND IN THE WORLD. 



0 i 


Call at the 

(OPP. SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

i 

ho CASIO 
Calculators! 

PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
s, 1st day 
covers 



- variety of se:r 
DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Como ' 
Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 



[Ideally situated - easy walk ti 
* centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 

Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 
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jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 

ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. META KIENHUIZE 


Taylor’s Rd. ■ The Exclusive Shopping Centre 










The superb-quality BRAUN household appliances, including the wonder¬ 
ful "Kitchen Machine" (sold out now, but more on the way), hair sty¬ 
ling sets, electric shavers, etc...GENERAL brand 5kg washing machine 
only $149.50, mini-fridge only $139.50, 16" electric fan only $49.50 
REIMA commercial vacuum cleaners just $125 (they will suck other ones 
inside out)...a tremendous range of SOFT T0YS...STIHL chainsaws in 
stock and available on order, with a full range of parts in stock... 
last but not least we are agents for BI0-L00 toilets, developed in 
Sweden and approved for Norfolk, which operate electrically, use your 
grass cuttings as a chemical, and produce odourless garden fertiliser 
for about $300 less total cost than putting in a septic tank and pan. 



NORFOLK MRADER 






Schneider Kodak BOL-EX Cl 111001/ Polaroid Bildra 


Konica 




BRAUN/NIZO Noris 


CAMERALINES 

Norfolk Island’s 
only 

Photographic Specialists. 


SURE.. WE’RE 
BLOWING 
OUR OWN 
HORN.,, ^ 


CAMERAPHONE 

2131 

DUTY & TAX FREE 


When It comes to buying 

Photographic 

equipment, 

( / 1 see us at 

,.11,11 CAMERALINES 

Burnt Pine 

NORFOLK’S ONLY COMPLETE CAMERA STORE 


CAMERA Li N ES 



KROKUS 


HASStLBLAD 


BRRun M 


MIRANDA SOLIGOR * ASAH!PEfiTAX -BoJtimjOLt MecablitZ 




COPYRIGHT I975 by The Norfolk Island News 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO, 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day -- you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY / 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


npcu 7 HAVQ _ 7 0(1 » + n o nM (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrLN f DAT*> - f*OU dm 10 y pffl only from 9 am to 7 pm - sorry about that. ...) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .’olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments.picnic supplies...games...artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk ha* them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



o 

CITIZEN 


The 

world's 

finest 

range 

of 

Quartz 

Digital 

and 

Quartz 

Conventional 

watches 

backed 

up by 

over 

300 

models 

of 

ladies' 

and 

gentlemen’s 

automatic 

Day/Date 

and 

manually 

wound 

watches 



Citizen 
is the only 
watch 
you can 
buy 
backed up 
by a 
service 
network 
of over 
2 . 000 
dealers 
throughout 
Australia 
and 400 in 
New Zealand. 
There is 
a Citizen 
dealer 
in your 
home town 
or suburb 
should you 
ever need 
your watch 
serviced. 


CITIZEN WATCHES ARE AVAILABLE ON NORFOLK ISLAND FROM 

PKENTICE 


THE SHOP WHERE Y.Q U . GO BROKE SAVING MONEY 





The Intriguing Stamps of Norfolk 

—and what they're worth In a rising, world-wide collectors' aarket 


IT WAS TIME Norfolk Island had stamps”. There are people who con- went on sale a g ain 311(1 were used un- 

postage stamps, someone decided, and centrate on collecting postal history. til 1913. 

16 pounds worth of Van Dieman's Land And there are people who are essen- lus ^ the stamps with a clear 'Norfolk 

pennies and four pennies were put tially investors, and who favour in- marked on them are valuable, but if 

aboard the barque Lady Franklin. vesting in stamps because they have you can produce an envelope of that 

But convicts among the crew mutin- a broad market, have retained value period with stamp still on it; you are 

ied and escaped before the ship in the past, and can be transported holding $100 plus, 

reached Norfolk -- taking the stamps very easily. Fot the period after the Pitcairners 

with them. A fertile field for Norfolk collect- arrived until 1871, there is no phila- 

A second consignment was despatch- ors of postal history are early "en- telic record at all. Presumably letters 

ed, and in July 1854 the first stamps tires" — that is, letters folded up were put aboard ship, handed to an 

were franked with the Norfolk Island and marked with the address, with obliging captain or crewman, and 

postmark. no envelope being used. "Entires" stamped at the first port of call after 

The island's postal history had be- from the early Norfolk days are in leaving Norfolk, 

gun. demand - particularly ones sent "You know, if you really wanted to 

Just ten months later, the second without any stamp being used. ^ lncl some covers from this epoch' the 

settlement ended, and soldiers, con- Also postal history are the envelopes dealer suggested, you might start 

victs and free settlers shipped ouc. posted from Norfolk for a few years y° ur searcli 111 the United States -- 

If somewhere, somehow, you've after 1877 carrying New South Wales Martha's Vineyard, New Bedford, that 

come across an envelope with a Van stamps. For some reason sale of the sort P lace * 

Dieman's Land stamp and a Norfolk New South Wales stamps halted until These were the old whaling ports, 

postmark — keep it from the silver- 1898. Although methodical bureau- an<1 there are written records of many 

fish and rust discoloration that are cracy managed to supply a special islanders shipping aboard whalers, 

the end of many island stamps. Norfolk postmarker in 1892, there were sometimes for voyages lasting years. 

The combination is classed 'extreme- no stamps to use it on until 1898. paying off eventually in America, 

ly rare' by stamp collectors and may- That year, New South Wales stamps A thorough search just might turn 

be three are known. 

"You'd probably get $400 or more 
at auction, ” said the dealer, who for 

certain reasons prefers to remain anon- “>CAL GOVERNMENT ON NORFOLK WAS 

ymous COMMEMORATED IN 1960. BUT NEVER 

Actually, he explained, there are TOOK EFFECT. THE STAMP IS NOW WORTH 

three sorts of collectors. There are ABOUT $16. 50 - 66 TIMES WHAT IT COST 

"people who just like to collect AT THE POST OFFICE 16 YEARS AGO, 


















something up, the dealer thought. 

It was not unknown for an islander to 
spend months ashore after paying off, 
waiting to pick up another ship head¬ 
ing back to Norfolk; and it's quite pos¬ 
sible he received letters from home. 

Actually, the dealer said, postal 
history has been the Cinderella of phil¬ 
ately until recently. "Gibbon's Stamp 
Catalogue is the collector's bible” he 
explained "and Gibbon's doesn't list 
postal history." But lately, the poor 
sister of stamp collecting has come in¬ 
to its own, and an item bought for $10 
five years ago will now bring, say, 
$250. So keep an eye open for old 



FIRST NORFOLK STAMP, OF BALL 
BAY. IT CAME IN MANY COLOURS 
AND DENOMINATIONS. 

stamped envelopes and don’t tear the 
stamps off. 

Norfolk's postal history continued 
from 1913 with Australian stamps frank¬ 
ed on Norfolk, right until the first 
issue of the Island’s own stamps in 1947. 


The history includes Australian and 
New Zealand stamps fixed to mail 
posted from Norfolk and marked by New 
Zealand armed services post offices on 
the Island. 

A typical envelope, marked as late 
as 1948 (on a Norfolk stamp, too) bears 
'N.Z.A.P.O. on N.I., R.N.Z.A.F.' 

If you get into history, however, 
watch out for forgeries --- particular¬ 
ly of van Dieman's Land issues. 

The authority on all Norfolk postal 
matters by the way, is an amiable ex- 
RN enthusiast named Cyril Sinfield, 
who happily answers difficult questions. 

Commander Sinfield managed to vis¬ 
it Norfolk during the bi-centenary. 

There was a move for Norfolk to 
start issuing its own stamps in 1923, 
but it wasn't successful. 

But in 1937 the idea was approved, a 
design showing a view of Ball Bay accep¬ 
ted in 1939, and the stamps were prin¬ 
ted for release in 1940. 

But no. For some reason to do with 
the outbreak of war, this didn't happen. 
Maybe Canberra thought the Japanese 
wouldn't accept them. 

In 1947 the stamps were remembered, 
but they were out of date. The colours 
were wrong (by the convention of the 
Universal Postal Union of the time); 
the five values were wrong (postage 
rates went up during the war); and the 



THE ISLAND'S FIRST SET OF DESIGNS 
WAS ISSUED IN 1953. 


gjvernment printer was no longer Ash, 
who had his name across the bottom of 
the sheets. 

But there are a few around --- be¬ 
cause some were stolen before the un¬ 
issued stamps were destroyed in 1947. 

Count the perforations along the 
side. Eleven? One of the stolen, un¬ 
issued series - - because the legal issue 
of 1947, still with the Ball Bay design - 
carries 14 perforations. 

The first issue, then, was of 12 stamp 
all Ban Bay. 

The most valuable stamp of all Nor¬ 
folk issues is from the first series, a 2 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7 p m 
Reservations - ring 2255 




9 

Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 
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; .oiiny violet -- printed on white paper, 
which is worth perhaps $75 - $100. 

There is another 2d violet, just the 
run-of-the-mill issue, which is worth 
only 40 cents. 

Other white paper stamps from the 
first series include a halfpenny orange, 
a penny violet and a green, all worth 
more than the ordinary stamps. 

A new series was released in 1953; 
six stamps, five depicting scenes of the 
convict settlement and the sixth rather 
cut of the spirit of things, showing the 
airport and a Dakota perched oh it. 

But look out for the 5 shilling all¬ 
brown Bloody Bridge -- it’s worth $15 
on the list. 

Don’t go overboard though for a 
5 shilling grey and green Bloody Bridge 
harking from a 1960-1962 re-issue -- 
it’s worth only $3. 

Other high flyers, according to the 
dealer, if you want to' invest, are: 

- 2 shilling blue Ball Bay, 1969 issue, 
listed at $15. 

- 3 penny green Ball Bay, 1959, $2. 

- 10 shilling tropic bird, 1961, $15. 

'These are the key stamps for invest¬ 
ment", said the dealer. 

You might, he suggested, care to 
take a flyer on the three 1960 surcharges 
on 1953 series stamps --a total of $20 
the set. 

The dealer was not so sure about an¬ 
other improver - - the Local Govern¬ 
ment stamp of 1960 with the Annigoni 
portrait of Queen Elizabeth, something 
of a puzzler, not showing what would 
be described elsewhere as consistent 
form. But it will go up in time, he 
is sure. 

It has changed hands as high as $25, 
falling back to $13.50. 

But the dealer feels it has reached a 
plateau, which some stamps do, fail¬ 
ing to rise any further. 

As a matter of interest, the present 
record for rate-of-climb belongs to 



NORFOLK BIRDS AND FLOWERS WERE 
FIRST FEATURED IN 1960. 


last year’s one dollar miniature - act¬ 
ually a giant, palm-sized self-adhes¬ 
ive concoction bearing small replicas 
of the four issues of that time. 

It's now listed at $12.50. (Collectors’ 
note: Amy Bathie of De Chesne’s Store 
still has them for $10). 
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"Two things make a stamp valuable," 
the dealer said. "Popularity and scar¬ 
city”. 

.One of the world's rarest stamps, an 
Agean, only ,300 printed, can be bought 
quite cheaply. v -.-.. . r o 
The deafer sfeugged., j ."Who collects 
Agean?” he asked. ..... mn! , 

"If you decide to pur out a ship,... 
issue" he continued "double your : 
order with the printers. 

"For birds, add 50 per cent. Flowers, 


50 per cent more, too. (Norfolk has 
used all three.) 



EARLY CHRISTMAS STAMPS USED 
AUSTRALIA’S DESIGNS. THE AUS¬ 
TRALIAN ONE IS NOW WORTH 2<fe; 
THE NORFOLK ONE ABOUT $6.50. 

"But if it’s famous local people no- 
one else has heard of -- cut your order 
by three-quarters. ” 

Some dealers specialise in com¬ 
memorative issues, and it has been 
suggested that the extraordinary sales 
of last year’s U.P.U. stamp caigfit 
Norfolk napping. 

Scarcity is beginning to have an 
impact on the values of island stamps. 
"Norfolk has certainly become popu¬ 
lar in the last few years", the dealer 
mused. Already pre-1960 stamps are 
in quite short supply -- not just in his 
stock, but round the world. He 
recently did a world buying tour, ex¬ 
pecting to replenish his stocks of Nor¬ 
folk, and was disconcerting to find the 
•• big international dealers hoping to buy 
Norfolk from him. 

Nor is it beyond the bounds of pos¬ 
sibility that Norfolk sumps will lurch 
upward in value if taxation should ever 
be introduced. 

He had known doctors, lawyers, 
businessmen, spending $400 or more 
every month with the trade, the deal¬ 
er reminisced. "Well, maybe they 
were just keen collectors. But deal¬ 
ers are a pretty discreet, close-mouth¬ 
ed lot", he said. 

One burgeoning collection, which 
was worth perhaps $500, 000 and was 
the best one assembled so far, had 
to be quietly dismantled and sold a 
few years ago after it became appar¬ 
ent to the authorities that the avid 
philatelist concerned was involved in , 
an international currency-forging 
operation. 

The facts are that stamps hold their 
value well against inflation. They 
are bought and sold for cash, no docii- 
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menufion needed. They pan be 
moved from country to country without 
restriction. And they can be readily 
turned back into cash. 

Perhaps another Norfolk stamp 
worth mentioning is the 1960 Christ¬ 
mas issue the first of a series M 
issued every, year thereafter. „ 

The 1960 stamp, same design as 
Australia's; Christmas sump that year, 
printed purple instead of red, is now 
14jtgd ; at $6,50 with a face value of 5 
pence. 

That w as the year that Norfolk 
fronfgracewltn seme philatelists, t. 

For a start, the two stfpjo which 
were the first com4emor$||ifesr issued 
in 1956; the centenary4f44 i Pitcairn 
landing, suyed on sale uhffl late 1959. 

"Any respecuble commemorative is 
withdrawn after three months, " the 
philatelist sniffed. 3 

Then a confusion of reissues 'and 
overprints followed, culminating in 
the issue of ten stamps in I960 
three of which were for 2 shillings and 
8 pence.. 

These were the overprinted First 
Governor’s Residence, from 1953; the 
Rose Apple; and the Local Government. 
This was too much for the purists; down¬ 
right promiscuity. 

"Within 12 months we have three 



ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR SETS, 
STARTING IN 1967, SHOWED FA- / 
MOUS SHIPS IN NORFOLK HISTORY. 

issues of die same value, all on sale 
at once, " the man regarded as the 
doyen of Australian philatelists said 
caustically. 

"And it represents some such ob¬ 
scure rate at overweight registered 
post for tiie United Kingdom." ' 

Norfolk heeded the warning, and 
to date fewer issues have been .made 
in definitive and commemorative 
sumps. 

First-day covers (a "cover" is the 
philatelic word for an envelope) 
are not valuable unless they are 
old, the dealer says. 

"Dealers buy them for less, and 
sell them for more, " he said. For 
a surt, til ere is only one first day 
cover collector for every 100 collect¬ 
ors of sumps. And secogtUy, there is 
a greater risk of damaging a cover, 
with consequent loss of value. 

"Issue of sumps was a far more cas¬ 
ual arrangement 20 years Ago, " Nor- < 
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folk Reveftue Manager, Gil Hitch, 
said. 

Generally speaking, a stamp stayed 
on sale till someone decided the time 
had come to replace it. 

Oddly enough, Gil Hitch said, run¬ 
ning the stamp business from a strictly 
post office point of view can upset 
collectors. 

For instance, say postal rates sudden¬ 
ly change. An insignificant value sud¬ 
denly represents the standard mailing 
charge, say x cents. 



THE 1970-71 BIRD SERIES WAS 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED. 


Naturally, you don't have many of 
these, because you never expected to 
sell many. But you have a bundle of 
y cents, which no-one wants now. So, 
you overprint the x cents. And the 


collectors scream. "They say you are 
deliberately creating a rarity," said 
Gil resignedly. 

One of the recurrent problems for 
Norfolk's Philatelic Department is the 
four commemoratives issued a year. 
The difficulty is to find something to 
commemorate. Visitors to Norfolk can 
view many of the stamps issued since 
1947 at Amy Bathie's. 

"There are four sorts of people who 
buy stamps" Amy says. "And they are 
all pleasant to deal with." There is 
the philatelist, who comes with a shop¬ 
ping list and knows exactly what he 
wants. Then there is the person shop¬ 
ping for a philatelist -- who is prone 
to discover that buying a stamp for a 
collector is a lot more complicated 
than it is at the post office. And there 
is the person doing a little tourist shop¬ 
ping, who sees the stamps, thinks how 
pretty they are, and buys. Lastly, the 
buyer for a child -- who buys a pack¬ 
et for a modest sum. 

As well as just stamps, there are the 
freak stamps, of course. The Aust¬ 
ralian up-side-down black swan is one 
of the more famous. Norfolk has pro¬ 
duced nothing like that -- yet -- but 
errors do occur. 

For instance, the four coil stamps 
for the briefly operative vending mach¬ 
ines in the Burnt Pine post office facade 


includes a three cent violet. By chance 
some stamps are ’offset' on the back -- 
the ink from one stamp has transferred 
to the gum on the back of another. 

You can see an offset 3 cent down at 
Amy Bathie's, and it's listed at $3. 

Well, the advice given earlier was 
to look after the stamps you find in the 
back of a drawer. But not too care¬ 
fully. One islander living in Sydney 
mentioned to his mother on Norfolk 
what prices stamps were bringing on the 
mainland. 

Why, his mother said in reply, she 
had some of those ones he said were so 
valuable. She posted the stamps tc 
her son -- who carefully opened the 
packet, only to find his mother had de¬ 
cided to tidy up the stamps before pre¬ 
senting them for sale -- and she had 
trimmed off the raggedy perforations. 

And so they were worth nothing. 



QANTAS’S 21ST ON NORFOLK WAS 
CELEBRATED WITH THIS STAMP. 


^^^^v^v\x\\xxxxxxxx\xxxxx\xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X ★ Margaret Fulton in Woman's Day: ^ 


"Food at the Garrison Restaurant is of world 
standard. It is refreshing to visit a restaurant 


standard. It is refreshing to visit a restaurant 
where the hosts use the best and freshest of 
local foods and add the touch of magic which 
only good cooks can." 

★ Neil Ainsworth in Qantas Airways: 

"The Garrison restaurant is well worth an 
evening or two... The food is delightfully 
different with the emphasis on local products." 


HrJean Tennant in The Australian: 

"At the Garrison, all sorts of original 
X, dishes prepared from the local produce by 
]R Paddy Cavill... Let’s hope the good and 
jfTT^ original thrive!" 


★ Kevon Kemp in The National Times ; 

"... Paddy and Dick Cavill have already 
made, it seems to me, a distinctive cuisine 
of their own, created from the specialties 
of the island itself." 


X "Food at the Garrison Restaurant is of world 

\ ★ Johnny Walker in The Johnny Walker Cookbook: standard. It is refreshing to visit a restaurant 

X "... a young couple started a restaurant where the hosts use the best and freshest of 

X . and put the finishing touch to Norfolk Island lQ cal foods and add the touch of ma ff c which 

X as a perfect holiday place... Paddy and Dick onl ^ 8 ood cooks can. 

X ... have a cocktail bar where they serve _ 

X brilliant concoctions using the juice from the * Nei1 Alnsworlh in Qantas — r _£2?L u 

X local fruit, and a good wine list... " The Garrison restaurant is well worth an 

X „ r , , , . . .... evening or two... The food is delightfully 

V . If y° u re 8»“8 then way, remember their £ emphasis 0 n local products." 

O interesting and refreshingly localised menu." v v 

\ #Jean Tennant in The Australian: * Kevon Kem P in The Nationa l T i m es: 

V . . "At the Garrison, all sorts of original Padd y and Dick CaviU ha y e alread y 

V £ L dishes prepared from the local produce by made, it seems to me a distinctive cuisine 

V j JR Paddy Cavill... Let’s hope the good and of their own, created from the specialties 

° ti8inal thrive: " ° f * e island itself * 

OTP Garrison 

^ N OR FOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT ^ 

N our distinguished a'la carte menu only on Wed.through Sat.; please book-2073 

^X\XXXXXXXXX\XXXXXXXXX\XXX\\XXXXXXX\VxXXX\XX\X\XX^ 
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You never saw a home generating plant 
like Gordon Duvall’s out toward Cascade 


THE "NEWS" SERIES 
ON NORFOLK POWER 
--NOW AND IN THE 
DECADES TO COME 


IF GORDON DUVALL had been a mil¬ 
itary man, he would never have lost 
a battle for the sake of a nail in the 
horse's hoof. 

Glance over the electrified fence 
round the Duvall Cascade home, 
and over the driveway, lit along the 
sides like an airport runway, and 
you know instinctively that all 
stitches are made in time, that 
there'll be a place for everything 
and everything will be in its place. 

T ake die lawns. The Duvalls 
run five mowers. One is mounted 
under the Allis Chalmers baby-type 
tractor (because Allis Chalmers is 
the best baby-type tractor) and 
that's for the rough ground. 

There's a Victa for less rough 
pasture 

Then there is the family of three 
S'jlf-propelled Atcos (because that's 
the best barrell mower): a 30-inch 
riue-on, a 20-inch adapted by Gor¬ 
don to ride on, and a little 12-inch 
ior the fiddly bits where the bigger 
Atcos can't go. 

Get the picture? So when you 
f 'nd that Gordon was once very big 
in the Kuwait Oil Company, that 
Ha drew up the specification for his 
■over supply himself, and then in- 
called the plant and wired the 
hole place himself, you just ex- 
> ct to find the ultimate, the state- 
-the-art in domestic electricity 
generation. 

When Gordon started planning, the 
■-cal reticulation didn't reach to 
is new home. 

So he started by listing all his appli¬ 
ances, including fridge and freezer, 
water heater, dish washer, water 
y umps, workshop equipment and so 
c-n, and they used a total of 56.21 kilo¬ 
watts. 

25KW always on tap 

Since it was unlikely they would all 
be working at the same moment, Gor¬ 
don figured 25 kilowatts continuous 
was a reasonable thing, and he pick¬ 
ed the smallest industrial outfit made 
by the American firm of Kohler. 

Gordon knew a bit about Kohlers, 
having used them in Kuwait, mon¬ 
sters putting out vast amounts of 
power at up to 132, 000 volts. 

As delivered Gordon's littlest 
Kohler weighed two-and-a-half 
tons, powered by a four-cylinder 
diesel putting out 65 hp at 1800 rpm, 
swallowing over a gallon of diesel 


an hour. 

(Later on Gordon decided the al¬ 
ternator wasn't quite what he had 
in mind, so he re-wired it.) 

And so, to 1964, to Norfolk, to 
start a busy retirement. Here's the 
general layout. 

Past the house, the drive swings 
round to what used to be the barn, 
now expanded to include workshop, 
garage, storage shed and power¬ 


house. 

The timber used to the expansion, 
by the way, was first treated with 
dieldrtoe and kerosene and allowed 
to season, then painted with mobil- 
arma (that’s blown bottoms, accord¬ 
ing to ex-oilman Duvall - what's 
left to the retorts after the rest of 
the petroleum fractions are dis¬ 
tilled off) plus diesel fuel plus 
dieldrin. Get a mouthful of that, 
pine beetles. 

Further over, the fuel store - - 
coke, wood, kero, petrol, lubri¬ 
cants, that sort of thing. 

Down the back, the laundry. 

Water is pumped from a 203-foot 
deep bore to a storage tank and 
held to allow sediment to settle, 
and pumped to a header tank where 
it settles again then pumped to a 
pressure of 50 pounds per square 
inch -- that’s mains pressure, 
former city-dwellers. 

Underground pipes are two-inch 
plastic and above ground, all one- 
inch copper. 


Gordon wasn't happy about the 
gadget the manufacturers of the 
unit supplied that measures the 
water pressure and tells the unit 
when more pressure is needed. 
Besides, it was only accurate to 
four or five pounds. 

So Gordon installed another one 
on the wall as well, accurate this 
time to one pound. 

Note the Westtoghouse washing 


machine and the Westtoghouse tumble 
dryer. You'll find all major appli¬ 
ances are Westtoghouse, including 
the stove. Well, kitchen range is a 
better description, since it bums 13 
kilowatts flat out. 

The Duvalls tried out all the other 
brands and then decided on Westing- 
house for quality, reliability and 
freedom from breakdowns. And to 
12 years there has been only one 
breakdown, something to do with a 
wire to the fridge, really not so 
much a breakdown as a minor tech¬ 
nical disfunction, you might say. 

But back to the powerhouse. More 
than 100 tons of fill went in to pro¬ 
vide a reasonably level site. A block 
of solid reinforced concrete seven 
feet long by three feet wide by about 
five feet deep provided the foundation 
the Kohler is bolted to. 

Round the block went a half-inch 
layer of sawdust and bitumen, to 
absorb vibration, and round that the 
concrete floor, a reinforced slab nine 
inches thick. 



GORDON DUVALL LISTENS WITH AN ENGINEER’S EAR TO THE STEADY 
MUSIC OF HIS KOHLER INDUSTRIAL GENERATING EQUIPMENT. 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


Not that the Kohler is run much 
these days, with Admin power avail¬ 
able.'just a six-hour spell once a 
week to keep in shape by doing a bit 
of useful work. 

In 1880 operational hours there have 
been two breakdowns - - one in the 
first year, and another in the third 
year, both damaged cylinder heads. 

After the second, Gordon wrote 
what he termed ’a long letter' to 
Kohler, who quickly sent him a re¬ 
placement made from a special alloy, 
a much higher quality part. You're 
learning, Kohler. 

It's a clean machine, and Gordon 
insists that the fuel fed to it is clean 
too. because the rust, carbon, grit 
and metal particles found in Norfolk 
diesel fuel will quickly destroy in¬ 
jectors. 

The fuel is filtered as it goes into 
the tank, again in a sediment bowl, 
and again as it passes through a two- 
stage filter before being used. 

Proper filtering is vital for Norfolk 
diesel users, Gordon says, because 
facilities needed to clean the barrels 
properly simply are not available here. 

Out from the top erf the massive al¬ 
ternator sprout four copper-armored 
Pyrotenax cables, the live wire inside 
insulated with magnesium oxide. 


6as only 7.140 a KW 

ELECTRICITY CHEAPER than gas? 

No, says Shell bottle gas dealer 
Howard Pitcher. 

His gas is a bargain 45 cents a 
pound, Howard says, and this 
comes to just 7.14 cents a kilowatt 
hour — and that's a lot less than 
the 12 cents for Admin power. 

Further, the gas man countered, 
electricity isn't always 100 per 
cent efficient by any means. 

We passed this on to a numbers man, 
who got out his calculator and refer¬ 
ences, and soon said "By golly, 
Howard's right - his propane does 
cost only about 7.14 cents a kilowatt 
hour. " 

And which is cheapest to cook 
with? Well, it all depends, said our 
numbers man, after some thought, 
and delivered this written opinion; 

"If an electric jug with an immer¬ 
sed heater is used, the efficiency is 
very nearly 100 per cent, as the power 
wasted in heating the jug itself is 
very low indeed. 

"Going to the other extreme, with 
oven heating, the efficiencies of gas 
and electrical heating would be more 
nearly equal. Consequently, gas 
would be cheaper." 


Chew on it, hammer it, turn a 
blow torch on it, that’s ok, it’s close 
to indestructible., Try that with your 
plastic stuff. 

These wires go underground, enclosed 
in solid concrete, and take the power 
to the various places where it is need¬ 
ed . 

What voltage would you prefer -- 
50, 110, 240, or 440 three phase? 

Take your pick. The Duvall place 
has them all, and each has its appli¬ 
cation. 

The 50 volt supply powers some 
workshop equipment. The 110 volt 
is standard American domestic sup¬ 
ply and works some American appli¬ 
ances the Duvalls own. The 240 is 
standard here, and the 440 three- 
phase is for the water pumps. 

Inside the back door, arranged in 
a comer, looking a little like the 
engine room of a submarine, is the 
switching gear, which among other 
purposes allows choice of Admin or 
home-made power. 

The little box under the window is 
a custom-built dinkus labelled 
"PHASE FAILURE MONITOR". 

What it does is sit there silently 
24 hours a day, sampling the Admin's 
three-phase power, tasting it, check¬ 
ing it for quality. 

Just the other day, someone con¬ 
nected a wire in the wrong place, 
and the monitor nearly had a stroke. 
Slam! Off went the Admin power. 
Wouldn't let it back in the house till 
the wire went back in the right place. 
No Duvall motors are going to burn 
out on shoddy, store-bought power. 
Watch it. Admin. 

Each voltage in the house has its 
own type outlet, so mistakes are 
not possible. 

The 240 volt sockets are armored 
industrial MKs, automatically. 
shielded when the plug is withdrawn. 
Plugs are individually fused. 

The hot water service can be 
heated by a slow combustion stove 
(in winter) or by electricity (for 
summer). Electrical heating of the 
silicon bronze tank with its stainless 
steel shielding is by one, two or 
three immersion heaters. 

Fuel shortage? Gordon says there 
certainly could be oil under the sea 
bed out a bit from Norfolk. It's a 
lot more realistic proposition after 
you see the Duvall's place. If Gor¬ 
don says there's oil there, there 
damn well better be oil,, or some¬ 
one will have a lot of explaining to 

d0 ' ☆ 

NEXT ISSUE: MORE FIRST-HAND 

EXPERIENCE FROM PEOPLE WHO 

GENERATE THEIR OWN -- AND A 

LOOK AT WIND-POWER. 
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Norfolk 

EQUESTRIENNE BOBBY LLOYD of 
Springfield Park on Headstone 
Road has given up her popular 
trail rides to concentrate on breed¬ 
ing. There couln't be a more i- 
deal property fot it with its white 
fenced paddocks, long expanses of 
grass and peaceful rural atmo¬ 
sphere. Nor could there be anyone 
more dedicated to raising fine an¬ 
imals than Bobby. 

With two new fillies, Santa’s 
Girl and Taley, and a colt, Rajah, 
fine specimans born of island mares 
and an Anglo-Arabian stallion, 
Bobby and husband Eddie are off to 
a good start. 

Bobby, who started giving riding 
lessons to adults in 1970, began 
with three island horses. By 1974, 
she was teaching twenty-three chil- 




LIVING 




Bobby's first equestrian experience 
in her native Christchurch, N.Z. 
was an unhorsing one. At the age 
of ten she climbed onto a horse that 
promptly bucked and threw her. 
Stunned, but undaunted, she got 
back in the saddle determined not 
to let herself be beaten and stayed 
there. Soon she had a horse of her 
own--an old pacer. 

Bobby gradually acquired skill 
and experience. She worked as a 
stable hand for an ex-major who 
taught her to ride bareback first so 
that when the saddle was finally put 
between her and the horse, riding 
seemed effortless. There were a few 
months of painful bareback riding. 


now home for Bold Aussie, the 
$285, 000U.S. thoroughbred. Bobby 
also visited King Ranch where some 
of the worlds' best quarter horses 
are bred. She was particularly im¬ 
pressed by the temperment of 
these horses and their calm and 
obedient dispositions. 

"Norfolk has ideal conditions for 
horse breeding, " says Bobby, ” Good 
grass, good climate, quiet proper¬ 
ties. ” 

"I would like to see a full-time 
vet on the island," Bobby added. 


3 litirle chat with 



dren a week. A year later, she 
branched out into trail rides--a 
popular tourist attraction and a 
wonderful way for people to see 
Norfolk. 

Living on Norfolk since 1968, 
Bobby and Eddie Lloyd first lived in 
Cascade. They bought their proper¬ 
ty Springfield Park in 1974. There 
they have plenty of room for sons 
Vance, 14 and Craig, 11 and their 
nine horses. (They have recently 
sold three of their horses.) The pro : 
perty is maintained in mint condi¬ 
tion--"mostly Eddie’s hard work," 
says Bobby. 


BOBBY LLOYD WITH "BLACK SABBATH" 



though. T went through more bot¬ 
tles of methylated spirits during that 
period," says Bobby. She also 
learned how to drive pacers and 
trotters with gigs and did a great 
deal of trackwork. 

Recently back from a holiday in 
Australia, Bobby visited some well- 
known stud properties such as 
Capricorn, which is out of Canberra 
where quarter horses are bred, 
Hardwick Stud, Roseneatb, Dawson, 
Newhaven Park in Boorowa, New 
South Wales, home of a thorough - 
bred stud, and Cootamundra, New 
South Wales, the property which is 




BRRI with icy hands old man Winter 
reaches out! 

Not that it ever gets so cold on 
Norfolk but the old chap’s fingers can, 
occasionally, be a little cool so that’s 
a good enough reason for us to look 
at some warming dishes. Those that 
follow are both simple, and, I ’ve 
found, satisfying. 

CHICKEN CASSEROLED WITH RICE 
1 31b roasting chicken 
1 tin cream of mushroom or chicken 
soup 

1 soup tin measure of water 
1 cup rice 

Grated Parmesan cheese and 2 
tablespoons butter 

Joint chicken into serving size pieces. 
Saute in heated butter until lightly 
browned. Mix soup with water and 
empty into greased ovenproof dish, 
add washed rice and mix together. 

Bury chicken pieces in the rice. 

Cover and bake in very low oven for 
1 hour. Sprinkle cheese over the top 
and bake until chicken is tender and 
the rice is well done. 

BURGUNDY STEAKS PIQUANTE 
1£ lb round steak 
i lb kidneys chopped 
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 
a good pinch of cayenne or chili 
powder 

(next page, please) 
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salt 

seasoned flour 
1 onion finely sliced 
3 cloves garlic 
1 tablespoon oil 
l£ cups rich stock 
i cup burgundy 

Prepare steak by cutting into approxi¬ 
mately 2|" squares and making a 
pocket in each. 

Combine chopped kidney, sauce, 
salt and cayenne and fill each pocket 
securing with toothpicks. 

Dredge in seasoned flour. Saute onion 
and garlic in oil, add meat and brown 
on both sides. Remove both meat and 
onion from frying pan and place in a 
deep casserole and bake in moderate 
oven for l£ to 2 hours. 

When cooked, thicken gravy with two 
or three level tablespoons cornflour 
dissolved in cold water. 


Chokoes are plentiful just now so I 
thought perhaps the following hint 
would be worth repeating -- cut 
chokoes in half and drop in salted 
water before peeling, leave 10 
minutes at least then one will not 
get one's hands in the usual mess 
when peeling these useful vegetables. 




HOW ABOUT DOING something about 
those odd dry corners that one always 
finds around the garden area such as 
that corner near the tank stands where 
nothing seems to grow - try a large 
old "china" barrel or half drum, 
filled with good soil, camouflaged 
by stones around it, then plant suit¬ 
able plants in tub/barrel. Any of 
the following will make a good show. 
If a trailing plant is required, try 
petunias, nasturtiums, fuschias. 

Bijou sweetpeas. Should it be a dry 
and sunny spot then there are very 
few plants that can equal ice plant 
(pig-face) either using one colour or 
several colours. Also some bulbs do 
very well in tubs -- these include 
clivea, a lovely orange lily of which 
there are quite a lot on Norfolk Island, 
hippeastrum, ranuncula and anemonies, 
and of course there are the ivys (of 
which there are several varieties) 
and not forgetting the ivy geranium. 

Should you have a shady sheltered 
spot try azaleas, camellias, fuschias 
or, the old favourite, geraniums. 


I noticed that the loper caterpillars 
are very active just now; these eat 
the leaves and small shoots. Some¬ 
times one cannot see these pests un¬ 
til they are very big and done much 
damage. They can be difficult to 
detect as at the first disturbance of 
the leaves they are feeding on they 
drop quickly to the ground and curl 
up tightly, but there is a thin thread 
from leaf to ground by which the 
caterpillar just as quickly returns to 
the plant when ready to finish his 
dinner. Use a good spray or dusting 
powder, making sure to cover under 
parts of leaves. 

Gladiola can be planted from now 
at intervals to have a plentiful supply 
of these. It is a good system to plant 
corms and stake to tie the gladiola 
spike to at some time - by doing so 
one does not cause any damage to 
the corm which can so easily happen 
if putting a stake in afterwards when 
the corm cannot be seen. Plant 
about 4" deep, putting a handful of 
sharp sand to seat corm on -- tliis 
both gives good drainage and helps 
ward off mematodes. At this time 
of the year through until October, 
gladiolas need very little care ex¬ 
cept for tying to stake and a little 
fertilizer. 


--a private view of what is 
< N ■ I ■ WK offering at the Liquor Bond 

by "VINAS" 


WHISKY or WHISKEY? 

BEFORE WANDERING across this wide 
and fertile field let us first put the 
little "e" in his right place. 

Only the Scots and Canadians spell 
it without ”e" - in the U.S. and Ire¬ 
land they do it the other way. 

It all started with malt whisky 
which meant the spirit was distilled 
from malted barley or, simply, bar¬ 
ley grain which was first scalded to 
promote germination which, in turn, 
was arrested by drying over a peat 
fire. This imparted that smoky tang 
which distinguishes Scotch from others: 
Distillation then took place in a simple 
pot still. 

In the days when the Scots were 
actively resisting taxation by England, 
the word would go around that an ex¬ 
cise officer was approaching the vill¬ 
age and the distillers would pack up 
their little stills and ietreat to some 
secluded glen there to carry on their 
honourable (albeit illegal) work until 
the danger had passed. Perhaps this 
is why so many pure malts became 


known by the names of the glens. 

(By all accounts a not dissimilar 
situation once existed on Norfolk with 
the home brewing of "soop" in de¬ 
fiance of Australian Authority.) 

Peace was not declared until 1823 
when the Scots were able to operate 
openly. Although they then had to 
pay taxes they were also able to sell 
their produce in England and thus 
appreciation of Scotch began to 
spread. 

The later development of the ver¬ 
tical or "patent” still m ads'possible 
not only faster, quantity production 
but also led to the use of unmalted 
grain and the introduction of blend¬ 
ed whisky which matures earlier 
than pure malt and to-day provides 
by far the greater part of the Scotch 
we enjoy. But all blended Scotch 
is still based on malt whisky (up to 
60*5'e) and it is said, with a deal of 
truth, "the better the malt the better 
the blend". 

Pure malts are still produced, how¬ 
ever, and remain the choice of 



connoiseurs who would be mortified 
if they saw it mixed with dry ginger, 
coke or anything else'. The bond at 
present stocks only Glenfiddich, one 
of the best, which sells at $5.80, 

We may note that pure malts are 
not entirely the prerogative of the 
Highlanders as a very well regarded 
one, Talisker, comes from the Isle 
of Skye. 

Blended whisky comes in a be¬ 
wildering variety and, whatever 



A NEW RESIDENT remarked to me re¬ 
cently on the kindness shown to her 
by her neighbours when she arrived 
here to live, so I told her about my 
arrival on Norfolk Island. Perhaps 
I would be more correct if I wrote 
our arrival, as we had two very small 
children and one teenager. Luckily 
I met old friends in Auckland who 
had just come from a visit to Norfolk 
and they told me to be sure and take 
cereals for the children as many food¬ 
stuffs were in short supply on the isl¬ 
and due to a shipping strike in 
Australia. Believe me, that was an 
understatement in a big way. At that 
time there were four stores, and every¬ 
thing one asked for the reply came, 
"Sorry, we have not any until die ship 
comes. ” I have heard that reply for 
many years now and 1 know also that 
it is not the excuse that many folk 
think it is but a very genuine reply, 
for not only are they expecting an 
order on the next ship but they are 
never sure if it will be on that next 
ship or be what was ordered either if 
it does arrive. 

That time of our arrival was the 
worst time I have ever known for there 
wasn't any flour, sugar, dried or 
tinned milk, cereals and many more 
of everyday food-stuffs. 

But of welcome and kindness there 
was no shortage. 

The day was a Wednesday, so of 
course was half-day --no milk bar 
cum grocery in those days which of 
course we did not realise. 

We were met by a friend who had 
arranged our house for us which, just 
for record, was a well-known island 
home with' about 30 acres of land 
plus some milking cows for which we 
paid 30 shillings a week rent -- one' 
cow had calved just the week before 
we came so, bless her, we had plenty 
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your taste, you should find some¬ 
thing in the bond to suit. Prices 
range from $3.40 to $3. 70 for 
standard grades and some 40 oz, 
bottles are available around $5. 00. 
Premium brands start at $4. 6Q and go 
up to $3.30 for Chivas Regal. All 
Scotch sold here is bottled in Scot¬ 
land which makes it an even better 
bargain. 

Later on we shall take a look at 
whisky and whiskey from other lands. 


of milk for the children. 

Our neighbours were a fine island 
couple, both of these two gentle folk 
now being at rest but very much alive 
in my memory. 

On our verandah was a bucket full 
of vegetables, a cooked fowl and a 
lovely home-made loaf of bread -- 
they realised we would not have known 
about shortages and Wednesday half¬ 
days. The bread was a truly lovely 
tasting bread made with yeast from 
oranges. This method was taught me 
and for many years my bread-making 
was with orange yeast. 

Within a few days, one family sent 
us some flour and sugar, another some 
dripping. Another neighbour sent a 
dear little black kitten. Yet another 
neighbour sent a hen with nine chick¬ 
ens to start a poultry run but, believe 
it or not, all those chickens were roos¬ 
ters. As I said before, of kindness 
there was plenty - - may that spirit of 
Norfolk never die. 

My first view of Kingston was when 
I and the children were taken to the 
beach for a day and I was taught how 
to fish for the sweet fleshed rock fish; 
we were picked up by dear Aunt Ginny 
in her gig and loads of lovely pies etc. 
and 1 think I will always see that first 
view from the hill where the Panorama 
Court now stands -- it was breath tak¬ 
ingly lovely - a lovely day, Ude very 
low, Phillip with its coat of many 
colours, white frills of the bluest sea 
I had ever seen surrounding it. I loved 
it then and I love it stiji* with all its 
moods both cruel and kind. That was 
one of those days that $t,ay forever 
fresh in memory, , 

Harking hack to that Wednesday,' 
as we carne put of the airport (which 1 
was far different then from today's 
grand building), there were orange 
trees, laden with ripe fruit. These 
were in what we learned later to be 
Pulis Nobbs' garden. We were given 
oranges by sack-full from many 
people and what beautiful Norfolk 
oranges they were too. 

Yes, 1 am glad my children grew 
up on this island and knew what 
friendship and kindness are worth in 
life. 
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THERE’S NOTHING quite like the 
calm which reigns over a home after 
the children have gone to bed happy 
and weary after a busy day! I've 
just settled down to listen to a favour¬ 
ite tape of very gentle music and to 
reflect on the 'action-filled' days 
we've had lately. 

It's school holidays at the moment - 
a time to do things together - and to 
make the most of Norfolk's glorious 
fresh air. The weather’s been beaut 
for picnics, and even though it's 
nearly mid-winter there have been 
people swimming. 

The perfect weather conditions 
last week were not altogether appre¬ 
ciated, though, by the sailing fra¬ 
ternity. A group of children from 
Lord Howe Island have been visiting 
Norfolk to participate in sailing 
events and Wednesday's activities 
had to be postponed as Emily Bay 
was becalmed'. The wind did man¬ 
age to blow up on Thursday and the 
Lord Howe Island team were the 
successful winners of die David Re¬ 
gal Perpetual Trophy. Believe the 
Lord Howe visitors were entertained 
at a social at the school on Saturday, 
7th May, and no doubt had a fun- 
filled week on Norfolk. 

It’s beaut to see these inter-island 
sporting activities taking place and 
to become acquainted with our near¬ 
est neighbours. Since the introduc¬ 
tion of Air Norfolk's flights to Bris¬ 
bane via Lord Howe, Lord Howe has 
become a very popular holiday spot 
for Norfolk Islanders. All those who 
have visited over the past few weeks 
have exclaimed on the beauty and 
tranquility of the Island. Apparently 
there’s one particular beach whese 
the waves lapping on to one’s feet 
are just teeming with fish. Sounds 
like a real fisherman's paradise. On 
Lord Howe the piano is an important 
piece of furniture in a home and 
music plays an important part in 
their lives. We were very lucky to 
have an unexpected sampling of the 
sort of entertainment the Lord Howe 
Islanders enjoy all the time. The 
rich voice of Clive Wilson (visiting 
bowler from Lord Howe) rang through 
our home, with piano accompani¬ 
ment, to such old favourites as 
"Silver Threads Amongst the Gold". 
"When 1 Grow too old to Dream" 
and,especially for the children, . 
"Grandfather's Clock". We could 
have kept Clive singing all night - 
it was really lovely and so natural. 


Back to the school holidays: 

Gliding of model aeroplanes seems 
to be the latest interest to be follow¬ 
ed by the young boys here. My two 
(quite young) boys were very im¬ 
pressed to watch Neville Bigg glide 
his glider from the paddock up be¬ 
hind our house, over our roof, down 
over the road and it finally came to 
rest down in Boy Satt Buffett's pad- 
dock. Neville must have been prac¬ 
tising for the competition which was 
held down on the Kingston oval. Ian 
Brooksbank came first in the com¬ 
petition with a-flight time of 18.6 
seconds, Stephen Goudie and Neville 
came equal second with Ian Summer- 
scales coming fourth. Then on Sun¬ 
day afternoon the gliding enthusiasts 
were treated to a demonstration by 
members of the Auckland Model Aero 
Club. Those of us who were watch¬ 
ing the very keenly fought football 
game between Longridge and Cas¬ 
cades could see the models high up 
above Government House somer¬ 
saulting and nose-diving in the air. 
The Youth Council of Norfolk which 
sponsored the visit is, I think,doing 
a tremendous job in providing act¬ 
ivities and interests to fill the spare 
time of the young folk here. 

The Youth Council has been work¬ 
ing very hard to provide a floodlit 
sports area adjacent to the Youth 
Centre down at Kingston in the Con¬ 
vict Prison compound. On Saturday 
evening, 22nd May, the area was 
officially opened, with a barbecue 
and five-a-side hockey, soccer and 
touch football. What a beaut facili- 
ity for the young people - and a 
very nice way to open it. 

Going right back to the beginning 
of the month now, I must tell you 
about the fun everyone had at Rawson 
Hall on Saturday 1st May, the night 
of the drawing of the Lions Club Holi¬ 
day Raffle. There must have been 
about 300 or more people crowded 
into the hall, all wondering who the' 
lucky winner would be. The draw 
wasn't until Upm so there was plenty 
of time to enjoy the delicious meal 
prepared by the Lions Ladies who 
were organized by Nancy Aafjes. This 
was Dick Crosby's and Nancy’s sixth 
raffle and dinner dance they have 
organized: Dick organizing the raffle 
and draw; Nancy, the dinner. The 
food was so decoratively presented and 
tasted as good as it looked: Well, af¬ 
ter the meal and dancing to Toofy 


Christian’s lively band I think every¬ 
one was ready for the break at 11pm. 
Richard Bataille was called upon to 
draw the numbers out of the barrel. 
After the first two numbers were call¬ 
ed Alan Dyer announced the names 
of the four people who could win the 
prize; a trip for two to Hawaii for 16 
days plus $750. They were Jimmy 
Christian, Betty Evans, Ken Charge 
and Brenda Reid. Betty Evans was 
eventual winner and amid much 
applause Betty, quite overcome, went 
forward to indicate to Alan whether 
she was going to take the trip or the 
money. Betty chose the trip - how 
could anyone resist such a lovely 
holiday - something to which Betty 
can look forward in the next month 
or so. Thus, on a happy gay note, 
the evening finished about 12 mid¬ 
night. 

If you had been driving along 
through Burnt Pine on the morning of 
Saturday 6th May you would have no¬ 
ticed the great scene of activity in 
Francis Menghetti's paddock - the 
venue for the barbecue to be held 
that night and organized by the Long¬ 
ridge Football team. There were 
just as many "Blues" ladies inside 
the home busily preparing the food too, 
A perf ect night it was, not too windy, 
not too cold. Many family groups and 
visitors to the Island came along to 
enjoy the tasty salads, steaks cooked 
to perfection by "Blimp" Christian 
who had a special way of making the 
meat melt in one's mouth. Martin 
Quintal was another busy cook and 
Culla Graham and Francis Menghetti 
were kept busy cooking some delicious 
fish. The other Blues were kept very 
busy behind the bar. A very pleasant 
evening and a lovely meal. 

The visit of Guide Trainer, Miss 
Jill Johnstone, has created interest 
and loads of fun for the local Girl 
Guide Movement. Among activit¬ 
ies arranged were a welcome tea, 
a camp and campfires during which 
ten girls were awarded their Camp¬ 
er's Badge. There's one girl who’s 
learned that one should check the 
rope ladder before she gets stuck 
climbing up a tree: 

Miss Johnstone, a training adviser, 
has travelled extensively throughout 
Australia developing Guiding in re¬ 
mote areas of W.A., Northern Que 
land and Torres Strait Islands; she 
has been on the staff of several carnps 
in Papua-New Guinea as well as 
Sydney's inner city and outer western 
suburbs. Miss Johnstone was impress¬ 
ed with the behaviour of the Guide: 
here and anticipates that five of 
them who attained their Camper's 
Badge will attend a Muster to be he it 
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in Wagga in May '77. What a thrill 
to be chosen to attend - an inspira¬ 
tion to work hard: 

In their spare time the Guides have 
been occupied raising funds to paint 
the Guide Hall. One of their activit¬ 
ies was an Open Day at Government 
House. Visitors were taken on a tour 
of this historical building at Kingston, 
given an outline of its history, and 
introduced to the "resident ghost". 
Drinks were available.and a raffle 
conducted, thus adding $305 to¬ 
wards their goal. 

It's incredible really that in such 
a small community so much money 
can be raised to help worthwhile 
causes. 

Another project in progress is that 
of the members of the Methodist 
Church, and their aim is to renovate 
their Church buildings. So they have 
established an Opportunity Shop in 
Burnt Pine. Mrs. Berris Chandler 
is the industrious soul who sorts and 
displays articles given for sale. I 
think it's a super idea - and already 
have discovered some "treasuref” 
there. Also on sale are religious 
books and tape recordings of the Pit¬ 
cairn hymns. I believe the first 
week the shop was opened sales 
amounted to $156. 

Also as part of their fund-raising 


campaign the Methodist Ladies 
organized an Open Day at ’’Branka 
House", an old home built by the 
convicts which has recently been re¬ 
stored and is now operated by John 
and Janie Carr as a restaurant. It's 
a lovely old home set in a beautiful 
garden, nurtured and cared for by 
John and Janie. About 250 people 
took the opportunity to look through 
the home and enjoy the lovely after¬ 
noon tea. The proceeds amounted 
to some $200 which will be used 
specifically towards the sanding and 
resealing of the floor in the Church 
hall. 

There was another very happy 
scene also at "Branka House" on 
Sunday afternoon 14th May. Georgie 
Nebauer celebrated his 5th birthday 
with many of his school friends. 

From the appearance of the children 
as they were collected by their 
parents Charlie Freshwater and 
Georgie's dad, Ray Nebauer. had 
given them a terrific afternoon. 

One little boy won a bottle of per¬ 
fume in a hopping race and it took 
quite a bit of persuading on my part 
to prevent him from smelling like 
a "real sissy". He finally decided 
I could have the perfume. 

Earlier in the month, a comment 
heard in Burnt Pine: "I went in 


there to buy eggs, potatoes, bread 
and butter - and this is all I got - 
one packet of dry biscuits. " What 
a month it's been with the hens on 
strike and one of the ships having to 
resume its voyage after waiting 
off-shore for 4 days at Easter-time 
to see if the weather was going to 
settle. It finally had to sail off 
without discharging its cargo of food¬ 
stuffs for the Island and returned 
about the middle of this month. 
lt*s amazing though, really, how 
one manages to make-do here. A 
few of us had a go at making our 
own bread which created some amuse¬ 
ment especially when "myse darling" 
called me from next door saying the 
dough was rising up over the basin 
and on to the bed. Of course he'd 
thought I'd absent-mindedly left 
the basin in the bedroom, but I'd 
put it there on purpose as the room 
catches the sun and I thought it was 
an ideal place in which to let die 
dough rise: My friend left her dough 
'to prove too long and ended up with 
quite a flat tough looking loaf which 
actually tasted very nice indeed. 

It's really good fun, all this gooey 
dough sticking to fingers as one 
vigorously kneads the mixture: 

I’ve told you quite a bit this 
month about the many fund-raising 
activities being conducted at the 
moment and how all causes are 
generously supported by the com¬ 
munity. I'd just like to conclude 
by telling you about an old custom 
which has recently been revived - 
the organizing of a benefit fund to 
help the Bev. McCoy family. Bev, 
known affectionately as "Belly", 
was seriously injured in a milling 
accident several weeks ago and had 
to be flown on an emergency char¬ 
ter flight to Brisbane for further 
medical attention. On Friday night, 
21st May, a dance was held in Raw- 
son Hall and all proceeds went to¬ 
wards the fund. It was a bright, 
happy night - the Lantana Trio pro¬ 
viding good dance music and Bob 
Selby acted as M. C. It was like a 
country dance really with the ladies 
taking along a plate of supper - a 
lovely supper too and plenty for 
everyone. Several raffles were con¬ 
ducted during the evening and the 
chocolate wheel was spun many 
times. 

Thus, together With donations 
from individuals and clubs plus the 
proceeds from Friday night, the 
fund now stands at approximately 
$1,800. 

That's a marvellous effort, isn’t 
it, from a small "big-hearted" 
community: 
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‘dars Norfolk ' 


"NORFOLK ISLAND passed under the control of the 
Commonwealth in 1914. The Commonwealth Par¬ 
liament having been intrusted with the duty of legi¬ 
slating for the population of the Island, it was con¬ 
sidered desirable that members of that Parliament 
should visit the new possession, and personally gath¬ 
er information concerning it. ” 


So begins a Government report of a visit by three 
senators and seven members in December and Jan¬ 
uary, 1915. 

The Parliamentarians were charmed by Norfolk as 
it was 61 years ago. Here are some of the things 
one of them, Frank Anstey, M. P., had to report; 


ON NORFOLK there are no mines of 
coal and gold and other minerals to 
multiply the wealth of the place. 

There are no transport and factory 
workers to provide a home market 
for primary products. There are no 
buyers and brokers, and travellers 
and commission agents, to "facili¬ 
tate business". There are no capi¬ 
talists or "captains of industry" that 
provide the workers with work. There 
are no appliances of oil or steam, or 
electricity, or wind, or water power - 
not even a donkey engine or a buzz 
saw. The trees from which the homes 
are made are sawn into the smallest 
lengths and sizes by unaided human 
effort. Yet the people live in com¬ 
fort. 

At Norfolk there is no safe harbor¬ 
age. The landing place anywhere is 
a rock, the means of communication 
between the ship and the shore are 
rowing boats. The ship calls once a 
month, sometimes, as now, once in 
two months, and if the sea is rough 
it steams away without taking in car¬ 
go or landing it. If there are perish¬ 
able products for export they remain 
behind as fertilizers. Yet the people 
live in comfort. 

Value is quoted in terms of money, 
but money is practically unknown. 
Trade is either direct barter or an in¬ 
terchange of credit - so much of my 
product for so much of yours at a fu¬ 
ture date. A deposit of skins, hides, 
seeds, coffee, timber, jam, &c., 
with the local trader, secures in re¬ 
turn cloth, sugar and drapery. Yet 
with all these primitives, drawbacks, 
and limitations, minus instruments 
of exchange or machines that aug¬ 
ment men's efforts, without a natural 
harborage or assured access to the mar¬ 
kets of the world, the Norfolkers en¬ 
joy an ease of life and a degree of 
material well-being not excelled by 
the multitude in countries that are 


armed with all the skill, science, 
mechanical aids and auxiliaries of 
civilization. 

On Norfolk there is no landlord, no 
tenant, no rent collector, no bailiff, 
no one to seize your chattels and throw 
you out on the roadside. Every one 
has got a home, a real home, not a 
thing rented. They have good furni¬ 
ture, a few acres of cultivated ground, 
poultry, and pigs, a few sheep, a few 
cows and a couple of horses. Nearly 
everyone has got a piano or an organ, 
a sewing machine, and a jinker. 

They don't get these things by long 
hours of arduous toil continued year 
after year, broken only by periods of 
anxious searching for some one to buy 
their labour. They get it easy, a few 
hours of daily labour, and even that 
can be postponed for a bit of fun - a 
picnic, a race, or a tennis match. 
There is no army of parasitical middle¬ 
men living on the production of others; 
no gambling on requisites, no dragg¬ 
ing in and dragging out, and perpet¬ 
ual additions of costs and profits, that 
makes the consumer pay so much and 
gives to the producer so little. Nor¬ 
folk Isle is a demonstration of the small 
amount of human effort necessary to 
secure home and clothes, and food, 
and comfort. 

What will you do tomorrow. Come 
to the tennis. Cascades will play 
Longridge. Drop the work. Every¬ 
body come. Not cakes and ale, but 
cakes and tea in plenty. Or is it that 
you love fishing? It is in abundance - 
off the rocks or out in the boats by 
Phillip and Nepean. Or will you wan¬ 
der in the woodlands amidst the birds 
and flowers? Or climb Mount Pitt, 
with dinner on Pop Rock, everybody 
bringing something - poultry, suck¬ 
ing pig, or fruit? Or play cricket with 
the boys at the mission, with Salamun- 
di unshiftable at the wicket, and the 
Bishop beseeching in Motu his Papuans 


to be merciful. Or will you drive over 
to Ball Bay, or Steele's Point, or the 
whaling station at the Cascades? Or 
will you go swimming in Emily Bay, 
safeguarded by the reef and lulled by 
the song of the surf? Or will you go 
rides and drives long hill and dale, 
through leafy avenues, to stop and 
chat by the wayside and cottage doc:, 
ever to hear the fraternal cry, "Com' 
in and stop a little while, I make you 
nice cup of tea, and I have lovely 
passion fruit and oranges. I sure you 
like them. Come in a little while. 

Ah! Those days, those never-to-be- 
forgotten days, those kindly faces, 
those sweet voices and that vast swee 
of ocean that swept a gulf between 
this isle and that grab and grind and 
greed and lies and tricks and intrigue 
that men call "civilization". You 
workless hungry ones, "Come in and 
stop a while." You men who govern 
and dare not do the things your con¬ 
science calls you can but stop a little 
while. Night comes. In the great 
places of the world the shadows fall 
on trains and trams, and life-spent 
efforts, on dodges, schemes and de¬ 
vious devices. Theatres are empty¬ 
ing in the cities - the trenches are 
changing shifts on battle fronts. Civ¬ 
ilized society is forestalling, corner¬ 
ing, stacking, raising of prices, flesh 
is ripping, bones cracking; there is 
bayonet charge and shot and shell and 
scattering limbs. Over on Norfolk 
comes night, the rustle of wind in the 
pines, the surge of the sea on the reef, 
shadows pass, silhouettes of girls a- 
stride in the saddle, lovers beside 
them, others behind them, homeward 
going from their pleasures, and ever 
as they go and part at the crossways 
the cry goes up in long drawn caden¬ 
ces, "Good night, dear friends, good 
night. ” I sit and close my eyes and 
hear their gentle voices call "Come 
in and stop a little while." 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS - W HOLESALERS ■ R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AIJST, LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AL’ST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, oar & cycle tyres 

| • MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PT Y. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STC'^K FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATE HALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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FIFTY CEN T S 


BOATBUILDING: 

Pieter Swynenburg 
revives an old Island art 

— See story on page 28 






YOUR SHOPPING GUIDE TO 


I nternat ion si duty free 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


| | RA DI OS - - CA S SETTE S 


| | BABY BU GGIES 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO A KAI 

□ HI - FI EQ UI PMEN T 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO A KAI SANYO 

• I [wa tches 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


FAMOUS FOLDING TYPE 
□ FISHING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| [ FIREARMS & AMMUNITIO N 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

| | NOVELT IES & GIFT S 


| [ APP LIA NCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

| | TYPEW RITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ SEWING & KNITTING 
MACHINES 


BROTHER - FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY AND STYLING 

| | SPOR TING EQUIPME NT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

[ |DIVI NG G EAR 


BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

□ CIG ARETT E LIG HTERS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

[ | SUED E & L EATH ER C O ATS 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

□ NAVIGATION A L EQUIPMENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 
| | BINOCULARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 
| | PHOTOGRA P HIC 

SANKYO MOVIE CAMERAS & PROJECTORS 


LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


□ CALCU LATORS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 


I nternational duty free 

ON YOUR LEFT AS YOU ENTER BURNT PINE COMING FROM SOUTH PACIFIC + NORFOLK + PARADISE + FLETCHER 
CHRISTIAN + TROPIQUE + HILLCREST + MOKUTU + THE CREST + PANORAMA + ISLANDER + COLONY + CHANNERS 
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NORFOLK DIARY P.3-9 - New Administrator; 
First meetings of new -Council; Council's pow¬ 
ers; Further on Deputy Administrator's resigna¬ 
tion; Bounty Day; A Council of businessmen; 
TV on Norfolk?; Parrots disappearing; New 
Zealand tax oh overseas travel. 

COUNCIL TRANSCRIPT P. 10-12 - A reversal 
on proposed Business Names Ordinance; new 
committee rules and members; Immigration 
discussion to be public; Ministers asked to 
deal with air service from Australia; Qantas 
will stay at least to March; South Pacific Co¬ 
mmission membership; Imported slaw worry. 

ISLAND HANDBOOK P. 13-24 - Basic Island 
information for tourists and residents; radio 
.programs, flights, shipping data, opening 
hours, complete calendar of events with 
dally sun and t ide times, moon phases. 


CONTENTS; - ■ ■ -—— 

;trator : POWER ON NORFOLK P. 25-27 - Home 

's pow- erators; Wind Power; Solar energy. 


BOATBUILDING P.28 - Locally-built lighter 
to be launched soon. 

BENELONG PLAYERS P. 28 - A review of the 
Arts Council performance, from "Twid". 

NORFOLK LIVING P, 29-31 Wendy McGuifll 
ness back home; Good recipes from Helen; 
Garden tips including herb growing; What's 
at the Bond store; and "Island Housewife 1 . 1 

LETTER FROM HOME P.32-33 - What people 
on the Island have been doing and talking 
about. 

"dars NORFOLK" P. ,34 - The wonderful, 
kiimerahs that grow here.. " . 


vith the R, ^ j ip,,ttye. Pac i - 



fic during World War II, rising to 
the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 


During his. early-^yguslkiiit h& 
will be coached by Acting Admini¬ 


strator E. T. Pickerd on the com - 


plexities of the Island. The Govern¬ 


ment is also’ bringing Mrs. Pickerd 


across for that week; she has con¬ 

^ lj 

sented to be hostess during the 


O'L'earys’visit, and will be able to 




NORFOLK ISLAND’S 17TH aid per¬ 
haps last Administrator is expected 
on the Island for the first week of 
August, and will come back again 
to take up his office at the begin¬ 
ning of September. 

He is 62-year-old Mr. Desmond 
O'Leary, who retired in 1974 aft¬ 
er a 23-year career in administra¬ 
tive work with A. S. I. O., Austra¬ 
lia's security intelligence organi¬ 
sation. He was first assistance Di¬ 
rector General of A.S.I.O. for his 
last three years there. He saw ser- 


show Mrs. O'Leary what^orfolKis 
like from the viewpoint of an Ad¬ 
ministrator's wife. 

There is no way of knowing how 
long Mr. O'Leary's term will last. 
There seems a reasonable chance 
that he may bridge two eras in the 
Island’s history. If the Royal Com¬ 
mission’s recommendations lead 
to a substantial increase in local 
powers of self-government, Mr. O'- 
leary could start out as Administra¬ 
tor and end up as something more 
(Please turn to page 5) 


PUBLISHED BY THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS, P.O.BOX 94, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899. ALL CONTENTS COPYRIGHT. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS BY AIRMAIL; AUSTRALIA $10pa/NEW ZEALAND $A16pa/PACIFIC ISLANDS $A18/USA-UK $A24pa 






BUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Pi-oprtttor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 
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I Mighty worker with forward control 
■ design allows maximum visibility and 

I small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
■ load space. Economy plus. 

5 And talk about handy! The 
I large side-opening sliding 
| door with its low loading 
■ height plus easy access, 

* lift-up rear door, lets you 
I load with a minimum of 
| effort. Four-wheel independent 
■ suspension too. 


■ THE Vi TON 

■ Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard 

■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 
5 — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 

I 

! THE BIG TON 

■ Here’s power, reliability 
Z and performance. 

■ Here’s 94 BHP from 
| Mazda’s big 1600 CC 

■ overhead cam engine 
5 in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray o 
| container van. All-sync! 

1 4-speed gearbox, massi 
section frame. Cab and 
■ * 3-speed heater de-mis.._ 






ike an ambassador from Australia. 

His time here will surely be one 
of the most interesting and import¬ 
ant brief periods in Norfolk history. 

We wish the O’Learys good health, 
good judgment, patience, under¬ 
standing hearts and a memorable 
rime in their own lives while they 
are with us. 

I?ew Council looks 
reasonable, harmonious 

THE FIRST MEETING of the new 
Council was largely ceremonial. The 
second meeting, on July 21st, con¬ 
tained a fair amount of fol-de-rol 
that could have been handled just as 
well by sending around memoranda. 

But once protocol had been attended 
to, the Councillors got stuck into 
Island business. 

With the exception of one Coun¬ 
cillor’s vote on one minor issue, there 
wasn’t a dissenting vote the whole 
afternoon of July 21. Motion after 
motion was passed unanimously. De¬ 
bate was mostly reasonable and most¬ 
ly brief. 

In contrast to many Council meet¬ 
ings of the past two years, scarcely 
anyone droned on, repeating points 
he’d made five minutes before. 

The most dramatic vote was one 
to throw out a planned "Business 
Names Ordinance" that the previous 
Council had supported in January. 

There were only six Councillors 
present in January. They split 3-3 
on the question then, and Deputy 
Administrator Potts Buffett tipped 
the scale to "yes" by casting his 
first vote since he had become chair¬ 
man the previous September. 

Norfolk's new Council objected to 
the way that January motion had 
been rammed through. The planned 
Ordinance is still somewhere in the 
labyrinth of Canberra law-making 
procedures, ^and Council advised 
the Acting Administrator to ask Can¬ 
berra to forget die whole thing. The 
vote was unanimous. 

At one stage of the meeting it 
looked as though Council might con¬ 
tinue duck-shoving. On the question 
of an increase in the $10 weekly 
allowance (for elderly residents who 
have trouble making ends meet) the 
proposal was referred to Finance and 
Welfare Committees for their com¬ 
ments. But die new President of 
Committees, Cr. Bill Blucher, prompt¬ 
ly set up a meeting of both commit¬ 
tees for the following Wednesday. 

They met, and will recommend to 
August 4th Council that the allow¬ 
ance be increased to $15. but go 


only to people truly in need of it. 

Former Cr. Ab Bathie first called 
for an increase in the allowance in 
August, 1975. It's shameful that the 
matter has been fiddled with for an 
entire year. 

Plenty of power In the 
duty to advise soundly 

THE ISLAND is confronted with a 
number of problems. The "News" 
thinks the Council has power to deal 
with most of them. 

There is a widely-accepted notion 
that Council is powerless, because it 
is "only" an advisory body, and that 
it will remain powerless unless the 
Royal Commission report leads to 
new laws. This is a myth. 

One of the rules of using power in¬ 
telligently is this: 

Avoid matters over which one 
does not have power. An intelli¬ 
gent king does not command clouds 
to rain; doing so would make him 
look foolish, and lessen his stature. 
Past Norfolk Island Councils have 
sometimes lost stature by venting 
their anger (anger is not advice, and 


caught out as unreasonable men if 
they fail to do; so. jj * ft Jf 
-Conducting its affairs-in iudhsa*/] 
way Council would not (as some 
might think) be showing disrespect 
for authority. Australian law has 
given Council the authority to ad- 
. vise. This is not a courtesy to Coun¬ 
cil; it is a duty placed on diem. It is 
Council’s duty to advise firmly and 
well, and to care seriously aboyt 
what happens to its advice. 

Some sadnesses bring 
a winter-time mood 

IN JUNE AND JULY, while die editor 
and his wife were in the United States 
for a rare reunion with family and 
old acquaintances, a great deal oc¬ 
curred on Norfolk. Some of the 
events left painful marks. "Least 
said, soonest mended" is a long- 
tested Island philosophy. We record 
these as briefly as possible, for 
friends of the Island overseas. 

Before going on leave following 
his resignation as Deputy Admini¬ 
strator, Potts Buffett attended a 
special meeting of Council, set up 
to consider the circumstances of the 



can't be followed) and by giving ad¬ 
vice that could not reasonably be 
accepted. 

Council has power to consider any 
matter that is important to die Isl¬ 
and; to give well-thought-out advice, 
based on local knowledge; to give 
this advice clearly and firmly; to 
ask courteously whether the advice 
has been accepted; to ask courteous¬ 
ly, if its advice is not accepted, 
what the reasons were for rejection; 
and to keep inquiring, if the "rea¬ 
sons" seem to be merely stalling, 
rather than being sensible reasons. 
Council also has power to assure, 
through broadcasts and the press, 
that the public knows what advice 
is being given, and what is happen¬ 
ing to the advice. 

So long as this process is carried 
forward intelligently and reasonably, 
it puts mighty pressure on men in 
the Australian Government to follow 
Council's advice. They risk being 


resignation. The Secretary of the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices (Mr. Peter Lawler) also attend¬ 
ed. The Admin issued a verbatim 
transcript of the meeting. Mr. Law¬ 
ler said that the Minister had been 
unwilling to take any immediate 
step toward making Potts Acting Ad¬ 
ministrator, and wanted to consider 
"how the appointment might be 
effected"; that Potts apparently 
gained "an incorrect impression" of 
the situation from Kevin Tilbrook’s 
phone call to Potts; and that Mr. 
Lawler felt "it is a matter of regret 
that things have turned out as they 
have." Potts then told the Council 
that he "had no .reason to disbelieve 
Mr. Tilbrook ‘thaf fhe fesbij&nenda- 
tion had been refused" and said he 
took the refusal as an insult. '1 had 
in mind that if 1 was not good enough 
to carry out the duties of Acting 
Administrator I am not good enough 
to carry out the duties of Administra- 
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tor to suit other peoples' convenience 
until some other person is found to 
take the position. 'he said. "I have 
no intention whatsoever of changing 
the opinion, the impression that I 
had that afternoon... " he added. 
Having heard both sides. Council 
resolved to ask the Minister to ap¬ 
point a new Administrator with ut¬ 
most urgency. A letter sigied by 
270 people was read out, protesting 
the treatment Potts had received. A 
delegation in the gallery was pre¬ 
pared to read out the list of signers, 
but was not asked to do so. 

The next day was Bounty Day, and 
the Governor General and Lady Kerr 
had come to Norfolk for the occasion. 
Many people of the Island found them¬ 
selves pulled or pushed by points of 
view that had nothing to do with the 
anniversary of the arrival of the Pit¬ 
cairners. A wish to show displeasure 
at the insult Potts had felt; loyalty 
to the Queen's representative; a 
chanc-; to harrass the man who had 
sacked the Whitlam Government; the 
duty of being courteous to invited 
guests -- there were many cross-curr¬ 
ents. In the event many people took 
part in the dress parade and in the pic¬ 
nic afterward, but some stayed at 
home, and some attended smaller 


parties to celebrate the day. Acting 
Administrator E.T. Pickerd and Mrs. 
Pickerd attended the ceremony at the 
Cenotaph, but had decided before¬ 
hand that they would not take any 
other active part in the day, on the 
grounds that he is on the Island as a 
temporary administrative stop-gap, 
rather than as a fully-commissioned 
Administrator, and that the Governor 
General’s presence gave the day ex¬ 
ceptional representation of the Queen. 

Potts probably won't return to the 
Admin. His appointment as Official 
Secretary concludes at the end of this 
month, and the position has been ad¬ 
vertised in the Commonwealth Gazette. 

Repercussions from his resignation 
appear to have continued into the 
Council election on July 7th. Re¬ 
turning to Norfolk after the event we 
can’t find any direct connection be¬ 
tween Potts's situation and former 
President of Committees Richard 
Bataille, but Cr. Bataille seems to 
have copped some of the blame, fairly 
or unfairly. Almost half the electors 
voted for him, but that wasn't enough.. 

Former Cr. Ab Bathie also lost out,, 
by fewer than 20 votes. 

Council thus lost not only its pre¬ 
vious President of Committees; it al¬ 
so lost its hardest worker, wiliest pol¬ 


itician and only avowed socialist. 

Cr. Bataille’s and Cr. Bathie's 
losses caught most of the Island by 
surprise, and added further sadnesses 
to the winter-time mood afflicting 
many people on Norfolk. 

New council faces a 
big Island deficit 

FOR THE RECORD the Council vot¬ 
ing put Bill Blucher streets in front, 
with 564 of the 782 valid votes cast. 
He has been one of the main sources 
of gentleness and decency in Coun¬ 
cil meetings the past two years, and 
his fellow-Councillors promptly 
elected him the new President of 
Committees. His intention is to dis¬ 
perse the authority of that position, 
and to count on committees to carry 
a substantial part of the work. 

Duncan McIntyre came second in 
the voting with 492. Following were 
Lisle Snell (489), Bruce McKenzie 
(486), new Councillor Geoff Bennett 
(473), Roy Smith (467), G;eg Quintal 
back onto Council again with 456, 
and John Ryves (436). 

With the exception of Lisle Snell, 
every member of the new Council 
operates or has operated a business 
of his own - - and Lisle has worked 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeific 

hotel/motel limited 



CASUAL GUEST POLICY 

VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The lu.ncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY housie; WEDNESDAY 
our new disco night, with the bar open late; THURSDAY 
a barbecue and dance; FRIDAY another disco and late 
bar; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.25; SUNDAYdinner and'a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 

prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 

bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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his way up to be manager of Burns 
Phiip's Qantas/Air New Zealand opera¬ 
ting agency here. With the Island Ad¬ 
ministration expecting to be move 
than $100, 000 in the red this new fi¬ 
nancial year, practical business abil¬ 
ity may be the most valuable skill 
Councillors could possess. They 
have all learned that a business (like 
a family or an island) can’t in the 
long run pay out more than it brings 
in; and they’ve learned that in a fi¬ 
nancial squeeze you can't simply 
raise prices to bring in more money, 
without running the risk of driving 
customers away and wrecking the 
business altogether. You can’t just 
"vote" more money. 

Should Norfolk have 
TV, or keep it out? 

COUNCIL HAS RECEIVED, and some 
residents favour, a proposal to bring 
television to the Island. 

There are three basic arguments 
for television, and all have merit. 

One is that it amuses the very young, 
the very old and the ill, and helps 
them pass their days. They are thus 
less of a nuisance to those who look 
after them. 

The second is that occasionally 


television brings in a vivid account 
of something important or exception¬ 
al, giving almost everyone great 
pleasure. 

The third argument is that "you 
can't stop progress"; people should 
have access to whatever modern tech¬ 
nology offers them. 

We can't argue against those specif¬ 
ic points, and if they seem important 
to you, you should promote the ad¬ 
vent of TV on Norfolk Island. 

We can, however, try to offer 
several other arguments against, and 
if they seem important to you, per¬ 
haps you ought to oppose the advent 
of TV here. 

One is that every other part of the 
world has found television to be in¬ 
sidious. You may intend to watch 
only the "good things" but the family 
ends up watching whatever happens 
to be on the tube. This drains off 
time that might otherwise be spent 
talking, writing letters, reading, 
thinking, singing, joking or wonder¬ 
ing. In America, 25 years or so after 
the introduction of television, the 
average family is watching six or 
eight hours a day, instead of doing 
those other much more human things. 

Another argument against is that 
television tends to show the programs 
people are most likely to watch. 


This means showing what tickles 
people; and, by our lights, people 
that spend their hours wanting to be 
tickled are sliding down a chute to 
oblivion. 

Lastly, for the moment, many 
people who compose television 
broadcasts are people of shoddy prin ¬ 
ciples. They do whatever "works". 
They learn to shy away from what¬ 
ever "does not work". What they 
infiltrate into the minds of young 
people will probably not be under¬ 
stood until long after it- is too late. 

Must Norfolk really have what the 
countries around us have? We bar 
apples, and dope, and perhaps New 
Zealand coleslaw. 

Is TV to be considered less ob¬ 
jectionable because it affects only 
our minds, and not our bodies or out 
crops? 

Our parrots vanishing 

THE NORFOLK Island green parrots 
may now be extinct, and the red 
parrots have been cut down to per¬ 
haps one-tenth of their previous 
number. It happened over a period 
of just a few months, probably be¬ 
cause of a virus disease that hasn't 
yet'been identified. 

Australia kindly sent Dr. P.T. 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from' 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 




9 

Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 
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lichrist, a special veterinary offi- 
„r in poultry health with the NSW 
department or Agriculture* and 
>tr. ,J. Foreshaw, an ornithologist, 
o look into the problem late last 
lonth. 

The two men spent three days' 
amping the Island's hills and val- 
ys, without sighting a green par- 
ot. The green birds were unicpie 
o Norfolk. Older residents say the 
;reen parrots always came down 
at of the hills to raid peaches, 
nd when peaches begin to bloom 
con we'll probably know whether 
.tie species is extinct or not. 

The red parrots are a colorful 
Norfolk feature, flashings around 
like rackets - - but they're not a 
unique species. If the virus (or 
hatever) does kill all of them, it 
ould be possible to re-introduce 
diem in a couple of years' time. 

OJs good sense 
orlngs dismay on N.l. 

NEW ZEALAND'S ECONOMY has 
basic problems, and the Govern¬ 
ment's end-of-July budget includ¬ 
ed the sort of belt-tightening that 
is sometimes prudent. One of the 
new measures, aimed at discoura¬ 
ging some of the outflow of money 


spent on overseas navel, is to be 
a lCfiJc surcharge on international, 
air tickets'bought in New Zealand. 
Those Pacific islands with which 
New Zealand has ..a special, uncle- 
nephew sort of relationship are ex¬ 
cluded from the surcharge plan. 

Norfolk reacted immediately, 
fearing that the surcharge would 
cut the number of Kiwis coming 
here. "We are dismayed by the 
likely reduction in New Zealand, 
visitors because of the travel tax", 
said a message sent as a matter of 
urgency by the Acting Administra¬ 
tor at Council’s request. 

The message cited Norfolk's im- 
portant links with New Zealand, 
including our imports of over a 
million dollars a year from N. Z. 
exporters. 

The message was short, forceful 
and to. the point --an exceptional 
piece of drafting work. Norfolk 
would be a different place today 
if all Island viewpoints had been 
so cogently conveyed in the past. 

A pity such skill and force were 
focussed on such a midge of a prob' 
lem. The air fare from Auckland 
is $A162 return. Does anyone seri¬ 
ously think a $16.20 tax is going 
to damage Norfolk tourism? 

The health of New Zealand's e- 
conomy is important to Norfolk. 



If oar Kiwi friends are willing to 
tighten the clamps on theiteelves 
in order to protect that economy, 
Norfolk ought to applaud their good 
sense rather than cabling "deep con¬ 
cern” about a minor side-effect it 
has on us. 


(jfpat tTDiy il^read^^ith ^oy and 
jf^rink'QEhy Affine withbj^erry^^earts" 



ENJOY CHOOSING COMPLETE AND 

FROM OUR FINE MEMORABLE. 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / August 1976 





@ L bA FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

OUNCIL lJRANSCRIPT 


A very different 
kettle of fish 

I AT ITS SECOND July meeting, the 
| newly-elected Eight Norfolk Island 
| Council showed clearly that it is a 
■ very different body than the 1974- 
1976 group. 

I In a unanimous action it rejected 
I and reversed the previous Council's 
| support for a complicated Business 
• Names Ordinance. Cr. McIntyre 
J put the case this way: 

"The motion that I move 
Mr. Chairman is that the proposed 
Business Names Ordinance not be 
introduced. 


Rule 1 - - Each committee may vary 
Rules 2 & 3 in accordance with its 
own requirements. 

Rule 2 -- Committees shall meet as 
and where convened by the Council, 
or by the President of Committees 
acting under the Council's authority, 
and in the absence of other provision: 

(a) After each ordinary monthly 
meeting of the Council, the 
Finance and Economics Committee 
shall meet on the first Wednesday 
following, the Works Committee 
shall meet on the second Wednes¬ 
day following. Where convenient, 
other committees shall meet on 
the third Wednesday following. 

(b) Committee meetings shall be 
held in the Council Chambers be¬ 
tween 6.15pm and 6pm and at 
other times as required. 

Rule 3 -- Each committee shall 
elect from its members a secretary, 
not being the President of Committees, 
who shall: 

(a) Prepare the agenda for each 
meeting of that committee. 

(b) Prepare a report to Council of 
each meeting of that committee. 

(c) In the absence of the President 
of Committees be die chairman of 
that committee's meeting or 
meetings. 

Rule 4 -- Any councillor may place 
an item on the agenda of any commit¬ 
tee competent to deal with it by a 
notice in writing in advance. 

Rule 5 -- The agenda of each com¬ 
mittee’ meeting shall be circulated to 
all councillors in advance. 


"The Business Names Ordinance 
was brought before the Council at 
its January 1976 meeting and at that 
stage, as often happens in January 
meetings, there were two councillors 
absent. 

"As a result, the Business Names 
Ordinance was approved on a vote 
of three elected councillors from 
memory and the determining vote 
of the Deputy Administrator. 

"At the time Mr. Chairman it 
appeared to me that the Business 
Names Ordinance was perhaps de¬ 
signed to fill the needs of the 
Australian Capital Territory but it 
didn't appear to be at all appro¬ 
priate either to the problems or the 
needs of the Norfolk Island commun- 


Rule 6 -- Any councillor may attend 
and vote at any meeting of any per¬ 
manent committee. 

Rule 7. -- No resolution of any com¬ 
mittee’shall be in effect until con¬ 
firmed or adopted by the Council. 

Rule 8 -- A person who is not a 
member of the Council may, with 
his or her consent, be appointed a 
non-voting consultant to a committee 
by resolution of the Council and shall 
thereafter be entitled to attend all 
meetings and take part in delibera¬ 
tions of that committee. 

Rule 9 -- A committee may invite 
any person to take part in its deliber¬ 
ations on any matter. 

Rule 10 -- Except as otherwise re¬ 
solved by that committee, committee 
meetings shall be open to the public. 
Rule 11 -- The quorum of such perman¬ 
ent committees shall be three 
members of Council, 

on the Court ttees: 

FINANCE AND ECONOMICS 

Crs. Blucher, McIntyre, McKen¬ 
zie, Ryves and Snell 
WORKS 

Crs. Blucher, Bennett, McIntyre, 
McKenzie and Quintal. 

SOCIAL AND WELFARE 

Crs. Blucher, Bennett, McIntyre, 
Quintal and Snell. 

INDUSTRIES 

Crs. Blucher. Bennett, McIntyre, 
Ryves, Smith and Snell. 
IMMIGRATION 

Crs. Blucher, Bennett, McKenzie, 
Ryves, Smith and Snell. 


ity. 

"Six months has now elapsed and 
there's no impediment to bringing 
on a motion of this kind. 

"The Ordinance has not been im - 
plemented and in my opinion it 
should not be implemented on the 
same basis -- that it does not meet 
a need and brings in complexities 
for its own sake. " 

I Only one of the four who had 
I supported the Ordinance in Jan- 
I uary was still on Council: Cr. 

| Roy Smith. He said -- 

Cr. Smith: "I supported this mo¬ 
tion in the last Council. Because 
of that memorandum 1 thought it 
was good at that time. 

"Since then I've had a lot of in¬ 
formation and with Council's ex¬ 
planation today, I will reverse my 
decision." 


Imnlgratlon barriers 
to cone up at last - 
and out In the open 

| THE HOTTEST Administration 
| issue on Norfolk these days is 
. proposed changes to the Immi¬ 
gration Ordinance. The pre- 

• vious Council circled around 

I the issue but achieved nothing. 

| The new Council may actually 
I come to grips with it in Aug- 
. ust. 

* The debate might have been 
| in closed session, but Acting 

I Administrator E. T. Pickerd 
| bull-dozed it back into public . 

I here's how it happened: 

Chairman: "Do you wish that general 
motion or do you wish to add some¬ 
thing to it to be a little bit more de¬ 
finitive, in terms of when and whe¬ 
ther it be in open session or whether 
it be in closed session. ” 

Cr. Blucher: "I think Mr. Chairman 
that in order to get some action go¬ 
ing and some movement going with¬ 
in the Immigration Ordinance and 
amendments to that Ordinance, that 
it be dealt with in committee session 
of Council - at the ordinary .meeting 
of Council. 

"As to when this should take place 
I leave this in the hands of the coun 
cillors." 

Chairman: "It's obvious we wouldn 


HOW COUNCIL'S NEW COMMITTEE SYSTEM WILL WORK 
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be able to take it tonight, even if 
we wanted to. 

"I’ll take it as Council’s wish it be 
taken up at the August meeting in two 
weeks time - 4th August - in closed 
session. 

"Is there any reason why we’ve 
got to discuss amendments to an Ordin¬ 
ance in closed session? 

"I can see why if we’re going to dis¬ 
cuss immigration of individuals but 
I’m just wondering, on such a conten¬ 
tious and wide-ranging issue, whether 
it wouldn’t be better, gentlemen, to 
discus s all we can discuss in open 
and if there are minor or nst ancillary 
points which we couldn't discuss in 
open, we could discuss those as a 
separate issue in closed session. 

"It seems to me that a considerable 
amount of what we would be discuss¬ 
ing in closed session should, in essence, 
be discussed in open session. 

"Would you agree with that as a 
philosophy? 

"I'll put it on the agenda gentlemen 
--my intention would be to put it on 
the agenda in open session on 4th 
August if this motion is passed." 

Or. Blucher; "Mr. Chairman, if I 
might add a little more to that. 

"One of the reasons why these draft 
amendments were put to the Council 


committee -Immigration Committee - 
was because it was thought at the time 
that it would take probably all the 
afternoon of an ordinary meeting to 
thrash out these amendments and get 
them set out in a concrete manner. 

"Therefore the people listening 
would become very bored by the pro¬ 
ceedings of Council with the back¬ 
wards and forwards and so forth. 

"That is the only reason it was put 
to the committee of Council. " 

Two Ministers asked 
to act on air service 

NEITHER QANTAS nor Air New 
Zealand is promoting tourism to 
Norfolk actively enough, in the 
view of Cr. John Ryves, and in 
July he proposed that a delegation 
go over to Canberra and try to 
get some decisions on the future 
of the Australian service and the 
possibility of more promotion. 

The timing of such a visit was 
a little vague, but it was unan¬ 
imously supported. Part of the 
debate: 

Cr. Ryves; "Well sir, in accord 
with requirements. I’ve lodged this 
notice of motion to Council which 


has been circulated and it read? as 
follows: - 

’’A delegation consisting of two 
councillors, the President of the 
Tourist Board,and one other per¬ 
son associated with the tourist 
industry, seek an appointment 
in Canberra as a matter of urgency 
with the Minister of Department 
of M ministrative Services and the 
Minister of Transport to discuss 
the future of the Norfolk Island 
air services and the new fare rise 
to $250 return. 

"Council is concerned that Nor¬ 
folk Island is serviced by an airline 
who have on a number of occasions 
stated that they do not want this 
service, with the resultant lack of 
interest in promotion of the Nor¬ 
folk Island tourist industry. 

"Without the associate promotion 
by the operator of the airline, 
this fare rise could have a serious 
effect on the industry." 

Cr. McIntyre: "I'll second the 
motion Mr. Chairman.,. ** 

Cr. Ryves; "Sir, arising out of the 
motion, there are several factors. 

”1 take the first factor is a meet¬ 
ing with the Minister of the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services and 
the Minister of Transport. 



‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

ISLAND - OW NED 

Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 

Mon., Tues.. Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only S4 

Thursday our special ’'Baked Dinner Island Style” 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for fc 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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governed by the restriction placed 
on it by the present airfield. 

"I think as pointed out by some 
of the airlines in their submissions 
to the Royal Commission, they are 
prepared to take over the service 
but they cannot do it profitably, 
from their studies, whilst the airfield 
is in its present condition. 

"Qantas has agreed to carry on the 
services, reluctantly, by operating 
the DC4s until at the minimum March 
next year. 

"Because of the fact as they feel no 
suitable airline has been appointed 
and no suitable aircraft is flying that 
can operate the service to Norfolk 
Island whilst the airfield is in its 
present condition. 

“I would certainly like to get the 
answer to this, but I think it’s quite 
obvious that whilst the airfield is an 
unsealed strip we can't expect any 
other better services than that which 
is servicing Norfolk Island at the 
present time." 


”1 hope the purpose of this motion 
will serve as a catalyst to bring these 
two gentlemen together, with a 
realization that Norfolk Island is 
worried, is concerned, at die way 
the air services are going and the 
lack of future procedures in relation 
to these air services. 

"The second part - - I do mention 
a fare rise of $250 rise - - I don’t 
mention that in die fact that Norfolk 
Island perhaps can complain about 
the $250 return fare, but 1 do believe 
that this return fare is tied up with 
the domestic rates in Australia. 

"The part that concerns me is that 
we have an airline that is charging us 
a return fare tied with its domestic 
rates but we're not getting the type 
of promotional acdvitity that no 
doubt the domestic rate air fares are 
decided upon and levied accordingly. 

"I think we've reached the stage 
where there's rather an unusual situa¬ 
tion where we have a number of 
travel agents selling accommodation 
for Norfolk Island and charging a very 
high rate of commission - varying be¬ 
tween 15-20*5fc - because of their 
promotional activities, and in the 
course of selling their accommoda¬ 
tion they're selling air tickets. 

"I believe that Norfolk Island 
should benefit by an airline selling 
air tickets and the accommodation 
becomes supplementary to that. 

"That way we have two sides of 
the question working for us. 

"The next factor that 1 deal with 
is the economic situation both in 
New Zealand and Australia and em¬ 
anating from our Chairman of the 
Tourist Board’s report. 

"He said there is a similar atti¬ 
tude in the New Zealand airline. 

That we can't do very much about. 

"I believe that a motion of this 
type being brought to the notice of 
the Minister will indicate Council's 
concern. 

"It will perhaps get the two Mini¬ 
sters together... 


Qantas 'reluctantly 1 
agrees to keep flying 
- for 7 months anyway 

| A SNIPPET OF information on 
| Qantas's current thinking and 
I planning was reveahed by Gr. 

I Snell during the discussion of 
| air«service problems: 

Cr. Snell: "Whilst I agree with this 
motion by Cr. Ryves, I still feel 
that die airline that is needed to 
operate to Norfolk Island is still 
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Direct links urged 
with othor Islands 

| THE ROYAL COMMISSION contin- 

• ues to be cited as a reason for not 
making decisions right now. The 

I Minister (Sen. Withers) wrote to 
| Council saying that consideration 
. of Norfolk’s possible role in the 
South Pacific Commission and 
| Forum ought to wait ior Sir John 
j Nimmo's broad recommendations 
for Norfolk's future status. 

■ During discussion (Crs. Blucher 
I and Ryves both criticised the post- 
I poning of a ruling) Cr. Greg Quin- 
| tal asked why Norfolk should be 
interested in the South Pacific 

• Commission. Cr.McIntyre gave 
I his reasons -- 

Cr.McIntyre: ".. The point about 
being represented on the South Pacific 
Commission, or indeed having any 
particular direct representation with 
our neighbours in the Pacific, is to 
emphasize the point that Norfolk 
Island exists in its own right and as 
a separate identity from Australia, 
and, for making the point that there 
has indeed on the South Pacific 
Commission been created from the 
very beginning a seat for Norfolk 
Island which, as far as we are able 
to ascertain in our enquiries for 
the Royal Commission, had never 
been exercised and never seriously 
been canvassed as an issue. 

"In the days ahead when we’re 
looking at hard at improving not only 
our tourism but our trade relations 
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with all our neighbours in the Pacil' 
not only New Zealand and Australia 
but New Caledonia, Fiji, up north 
and so on -- it seems to be that any 
opportunity we get to establish di¬ 
rect links between the island and 
those places can only do us good. 

"It will give us our own separate 
identity. 

"It will create avenues for trade, 
tourism, for normal contacts and 
for a realization that we are part of 
die Pacific. 

"An international identity for Nor¬ 
folk Island is a good thing and we 
should, as a Council, be just as 
much concerned about how we com¬ 
municate with our neighbours as how 
we look to the affairs within the isl¬ 
and.*' 


Raw slaw law 

| FARMERS GN NORFOLK are pro- 
| tective of the Island's freedom 
. from some plant diseases. New 
' Cr. Geoff Bennett took up the 
| cudgel for them in July, active- 
, ly objecting to imports of un¬ 
treated vegetables. Council 
| agreed with him, and the Act- 
■ ing Administrator said he would 
1 handle the matter giving the 
I Island the benefit of any doubt, 

| rather ^han favouring the ex- 
| porters and importers of the 
j product. Part of the debate: 

Cr. Bennett: "It concerns the im¬ 
portation of coleslaw from New Zt 
and, and I would propose a motio ■ 
hera chat the Administrator gazette 
a notice to prohibit the import of 
this produce until such time as it c, 
be proved beyond reasonable doub; 
that the products which constitute 
this coleslaw are free from any dir 
ease or virus or fungus. " 

"This coleslaw that’s being impci 
ed is a raw product. 

"I spoke to the manufacturer of U 
product today. 

"The only treatment it has or sus¬ 
tains prior to arrival on the island is 
that it is washed in an anti-bacterial 
solution which is hyperchloride - 
it's washed then in 1salt solution 
and then chilled at 33°. All of those 
three moves are to maintain the shelf- 
life of the product only. 

"We are assured that the product is 
still raw. 

"The product contains 80*5fc cabbage, 
16*5fc carrot and 4$ celery. 

"There's been a fair amount of 
concern shown by the market garden - 
ers to this and they are very con¬ 
cerned that by allowing this product 
in, ■». e could promote a disease of a 
virus or fungus nature." 
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HANDBOCK 

for AUGUST 

► what’s on ► opening & closing times 

►where to find it ► airline schedules 

► best shopping ► radio programmes 

► Norfolk calendar ►shipping information 

► Island map i ► tides-sun-moon -4 jf|j} 







































COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


JUST OVER 60 DAYS AGO WE LEARNED THAT ANOTHER SHIPPING LINE, WHICH HAD 
BEEN CARRYING ABOUT HALF OF THE CARGO NORFOLK REQUIRES FROM THE PORT OF 
SYDNEY. WAS NO LONGER ABLE TO CONTINUE ITS SERVICE HERE. 

THIS MEANT THE JOB WAS LEFT TO US. WE ARE PLEASED TO HAVE A CHANCE TO 
SHOW THAT WE CAN PROVIDE THE SERVICE NORFOLK NEEDS. 

THERE HAVE BEEN SOME REAL PROBLEMS IN OUR TAKING OVER THE FULL SERVICE 
ON SHORT NOTICE. SOME WE HAVE SOLVED. WE ARE WORKING ON THE OTHERS. 


THERE HAVE BEEN DELAYS AND INTERRUPTIONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL IN THE 
PORT OF SYDNEY. THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN TREMENDOUS COST INCREASES THERE. 
WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE COVERED BY THE FREIGHT RATE IN THE LONG RUN. 

IN MID-MAY WE DID NOT HAVE SUITABLE REFRIGERATED CARGO SPACE; BUT WE 
WERE ABLE TO SOLVE THAT PROBLEM BY MAKING URGENT MODIFICATIONS TO THE 
"AIDAN". 

OUR SHIP BEST SUITED TO NORFOLK CONDITIONS, THE "ILE DE LUMIERE", HAD TO 
BE TAKEN OUT OF COMMISSION FOR A MAJOR ENGINEERING JOB -- THE REPLACEMENT 
OF THE MAIN SHAFT. THIS WORK IS UNDERWAY IN FIJI, AND THE VESSEL SHOULD 
BE BACK IN SERVICE AT THE END OF THE YEAR. 

IN TAKING ON FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR NORFOLK'S SEA LINK FROM AUSTRALIA 
AND PORTS BEYOND, OUR LOCAL AGENTS GEOFF BENNETT AND KEN NOBBS HAVE 
BOTH MADE TRIPS TO SYDNEY TO WORK OUT OPERATING DETAILS IN THE BEST 
POSSIBLE WAY. THESE INCLUDE THE RE-ARRANGEMENT OF C.C.C. SHIPPING ROUTES 
TO GIVE NORFOLK ISLAND EFFICIENT, REGULAR SERVICE. 

WE HOPE YOU WILL BEAR WITH US AND BE UNDERSTANDING AS WE WORK TO OVER¬ 
COME THE DIFFICULTIES OF THIS TRANSITION PERIOD, AND WE THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 61 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. — Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 



BRISBANE 


NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 

RADIO Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Light Music/Pop 

8.30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 Book Club Series 
12.05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour¬ 
ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 All That Jazz - 
Feature Artist 


8. 00 Bruce's Beat 

8.45 Ber’s Bits & Pieces 

9. 00 Col’s Corner 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 


10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 Magazine of Arts 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book- 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World Affairs Prog. 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 Deutsche Welle 


1.15S.D.A. Prog. 


4-6.30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. Jn 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8. 00' Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Music Roundabout 
10.05 Ella - The Start of 

a Legend 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Walking the Folk¬ 
ways 
12.05 Drama 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 
Music, includes 
Aust. News Jn 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


10.00 Mainly Pop 
11.00 Top of Pops/ 
Requests 

12. 00 Local News 
1. 00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 

6. 00 Motown Story 

6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy's Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin’ Music 

8. 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

7. 00 Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children’s 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, . 
Classical Music 
10.00 Close 


FLIGHTS I S YO H E Y 


AUCKLAND 


QANTAS AIRLINES 


CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
QANTAS 2195 
AIR NZ 2195 
N.I.A. 2328 


1.46 2.35 
1.45 2.35 
4.15 5.05 


) all arrive 1.45pm 

S Z 2 Z] **-*•«*- 


AIR NEW ZEALAND 
Arr. 

Monday 11.0 

Wednesday 11.0 

Thursday 11.0 

Friday 11. ( 

Saturday 11.0 

Sunday 11.0 


11.00 12.15 

11.00 12.15 


. Arr 10.30am, 

Dep 12.15pm 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Dep. Arr. 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2.30* 

-Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 

Saturday 8.30 5.30 

Sunday 8.30* 5.15 

•indicates call at Lord Howe 
Extra August flights: 

Fri. 6/8 ) T“ a 


SHIPPING 

COMPAGNIE des CHARGEURS CALE- 
DONIENS operates Norfolk's only 
ocean freight service from Sydney. 
Their local agents say "When things 
go right we're able to offer a four- 
weekly service from Sydney and a 
four-weekly service from Onehunga, 
N.Z. with the vessel M. S. Aidan. 

For the last two or three months 
things haven't gone too well, for 
reasons beyond our control, and the 
service has not been what it should 
have been. 

"However the future looks bright¬ 
er and we are hopeful of maintain¬ 
ing the service with a little more 
regularity. " 


Norfolk agents are South Pacific 
Shipping and Travel Service, which 
has its own office opposite the Bank 
of N. S. W. in Burnt Pine - - phone 
2131 or-2l08. In Sydney, agents 
are Hetherington Kingsbury, 37 
Pitt St., phone 27.1671; in Auck¬ 
land, Maritime Services Ltd., 14 
-18 Customs St., phone 75509. 
SOFRANE-UNIL1NES operates a 
service from Auckland and Tauron- 
ga N. Z., with the "Capitaine ■ 
Cook" planned to arrive here Aug¬ 
ust 18. She will go on to Hong 
Kong for drydocking, and will not 
make a September voyage here ac¬ 
cording to present plans. From Oct¬ 
ober on she should call four-weekly. 
Sofrane's agents here are Norfolk 
Transport Services, phone 2181. 


1 Fri! 20/8 j a °6 return 5.15pm 

The line has its own office at 42 
Customs St., Auckland, phone 
7327 9. 

MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. • No passenger or cargo accomm >- 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES from Ausuali; 
are $65. 50 per cubic metre or $65. 50 
per tonne for general cargo, and $80.2 
per cubic metre for refrigerated cargo- 
' these rates plus a 6. 5*5t bunker surcharg; . 
From New Zealand general cargo rate 
is $NZ55.56 per cubic metre and re- 
frigerated-eargo is $NZ74.72 per metre. 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 
4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 
5BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 

All roads lead to the conplete holiday oinl-oart — 

★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


ADTU 7 ruve 7 on ft -- (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrLn l UAlU ““ l#OU OH 10 y pfi only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. ..frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries.,. 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items., .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




PATON PLACE 
may be out at town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SOOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE : Open 8.54am-12.30pm 
and 1.15pm-5pm weekdays only. (Yes, 
8.54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it's an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure time's. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5£ a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs. open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ;Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; _ At P. O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
lOam-lpm and 2pm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3jjpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ : Burnt Pine Office 
open 9^5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun^* Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you*r$ out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 


at 11.15am, Youth service 2. 30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 


NORFOLK ISLAND P AI NT INGS. . . W EA VI N GS. . . LO VE L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 





n ° Norfolk Island 


SUN 

(Sfl Rise 7. 02, set 5.46 
U L0544 H1222 
LI 3 07 

• Church services 

• Film, sm ’b' d(VV7.3 Op) 
•Football - (KO) 

Juniors 1pm 
Seniors 3.30 


MON 

TUE 

WED 

^ Rise 7. 01, set 5.46 
H0041 L0638 

m Rise 7. 00. set 5.47 

O HOI30 L0738 

y| Rise 6. 59, set 5. 47 
"TH0222 L0840 

HI 311 L1904 

HI 403 L2004 

HI 458 L2110 

rW 

• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Council meeting(A2. OOpi 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b’d(SP) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•Film, sm’b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


8 Rise6. 56, set 5. 50 
L0013 H0632 
L1238 HI 913 


•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Football - (KO) 

Juniors 1pm 


Seniors 3. 30 


9 Rise6. 55, set 5. 50 
L0109 H0735 
Li332 H2010 
•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 


10 


Rise 6. 54, set 5. 51 
L02 01 H0831 v uJ / 
LI 422 H2100/«5\ 

W7 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


11 

☆ 


Rise 6. 53, set 5. 51 
L0248 H0919 
LI 507 H2145 


• Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 
•Infants & 3rd Grade 

Concert (RH 7pm) 


15 


Rise 6.50, set 5.54 
L0532 H1202 
LI 749 


• Church services 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 
•Football - (KO) 

Juniors 1pm 
Seniors 3.30 


16 


Rise 6.49, set 
H0021 L06.5 
H1240 LI834 


5.54 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 


17 


Rise 6.48, set 5. 55 
H0100 -L0703 
hl320 Ll924 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

•School Open Night 
(7pm) 


18 


Rise 6.47, set 5. 
H0139 L07 54 
H1404 


£ 


•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


j Rise 6.43, set 5. 57 
, H0454 L1123 
Hi729 L2353 


• Church services 

• Film, sm’b’d(VV7,30p) 

• Football - (KO) 

Juniors 1pm 
Seniors 3.30 


Rise6.41, set 5. 58 
^.«3 h0559 Li215 
H1833 

•Housie (LC) 

• Film (Nik) 

• Sm'b’d (SP) 


24 


Rise 6.40, set 
L0044 H0702 
L1305 HI 932 


5. 58 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


Rise6. 39, set 5. 5: 
fcOL0133H0759 


W 


•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


2 /p^. Rise 6. 35, set 6. 01 
L0434 h;113 
L 657 H2333 
•Church services 
• Film, sm'b'd (VV7.30p) 


•Fooiball - (KO) 
Juniois 1pm 
Seniors 3. 30 


• Pitcairn Praise service 
(MC7.3 Op) 


30 


Rise6. 34, set 6. 01 
L0523 H1202 
L1749 


• Housie (LC) 

• Film (Nik) 

• Sm’b’d (SP) 

• Yoga (Scl 7. 30p) 


31 


Rise 6.33, set 6.02 
H0022 L06i7 
H1252 L1847 


• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts (RSL) 




CALENDAR ftr* 


HU 


FRI 


g**» Rise 6. 58, set 5. 48 
H0317 L0939 
HI 557 L2213 
*,<ousie(LC) 

# ’ BQ(SP) 

'?Film(RSL8. OOp) 
t Rotary(SP6.30p) 


6 Rise6. 58, set 5.48 
H0417 LI 042 
H1702 L2314 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open night(Pds) 


SAT 


7 Rise 6. 57, set 
H0524 LI 141 
■$^1809 


• SDA service 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) ' 


5.49 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 

set - Sunset 

H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

a - a.m. 

p -p.m. 


Rise 6. 53, set 5. 52 
d£L0331 HI 003 
LI 548 H2226 

©Housie(LC) 

JBBQ(SP) 

»Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary(SP6.30p) 


19 


Rise 6.46, set 
H0221 L0847 
H1445 L2113 


5. 56 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30) 


26 


Rise 6.38, set 5.59 
L0220 H0850 
L1439 H2113 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


13 

•a 


Rise6. 52, set 5. 52 
L0412 HI 044 
Li 628 H2305 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


14 


Rise 6.51, set 
L0452 H1123 
LI 7 07 H2344 


5. 53 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


20 


Rise 6.45, set 5. 56 
H0306 L0939 
HI533 L2207 


21 


Rise 6.44, set 5.57 
H0356 LI 031 
Hi628 L2300 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) «SDA service 

•Open night(Pds) •Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



Rise 6.37, set 
L0305 HO938 
L.524 H2 l59 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


6.00 


28 


Rise 6. 36, set 6. 00 
L0349 HI 02 6 
L1609 H2246 


• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Children's dancing class 
(PH 2. 30pm) 


LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 

Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP - Bicentennial Park 
BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC. - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 

Scl - N. I. School 

SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 

StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 

SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 


-Holiday until 13 Sept. 




HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN AUGUST 


August 7 1790 : The "Justinian" arrived at Norfolk with 500 casks of needed 
supplies. Close behind was the "Surprize” bringing 150 women and 35 men 
convicts for the settlement - and the famous D'Arcy Wentworth. 

August 11. 1788 : The "Supply" returned to Sydney after its second visit to 
Norfolk, with a report from Lt. King that he had found Norfolk Island "one 
of the finest in the world... " 

August 13, 1806; Captain William Bligh succeeded,King as Governor of NSW, 
August 27, 1867: The Melanesian Mission was granted 933 acres on Norfolk 
for £1830, 10. 0. 




# air new zediana 

flights depart at 
12.15po 
every 
WEDNESDAY 
FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

and 

SUNDAY 

to A U C K L A N D 

where connecting 

flights 

are available 

to other N.Z. 

destinations 

and 

Dally DC10 Flights 
to Los Angeles 
with connections 
to LOieON 

consult 
BURNS 
P H I L P 
TRAVEL 
at Burnt Pine 

#airnetuzeaLann 


FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK'S 
REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 

THAT CORRECT gentleman - and of the misery a great deal of work 


one of the greatest men in sea history. 
Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
Flinders will really whet your - 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In spite 


was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also wks a 
time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here, Nor¬ 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct and 
separate settlement" in die British 
Empire. 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island's history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian High Court ruled that 
the Island is legally part of the Com - 
monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island, 
and has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1975 the Australian Government 
concluded that Norfolk's administra¬ 
tive set-up had become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com¬ 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. The Commission's re¬ 
port is expected this year. 
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jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 


and 


amber 


from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. META KIENHUIZE 


Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS ~ 















(Norfolk Itland) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LANCO watches 

/I ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY - SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING RETAKES 

*/). SHOP AT 





CITIZEN 



The 

world's 

finest 

range 

of 

Quartz 

Digital 

and 

Quartz 

Conventional 
watches 
backed 
up by 


300 

models 

of 


ladies' V 


and 


gentlemen's 

automatic 


Day/Date 

and 


manually 

wound 


watches 



Citizen 
is the only 
watch 
you cgn 
buy 
backed up 
by a 
service, 
network 
of over 
2,000 
dealers 
throughout 
Australia 
and 400 in 
New Zealand. 
^There is 
a Citizen 
dealer 
in your 
home town 
or suburb 
should you 
ever need 
your watch 
serviced. 



CITIZEN WATCHES ARE AVAILABLE ON NORFOLK ISLAND FROM. 


Barrett’s Burns Philp 
Pioneers Prentice’s 





nPNMirQ Bonifaces have a first-class 
UtlV generating plant - on standby 


WHEN BARRY BONIFACE switched 
on die lighting set at his new Rocky 
Point House in 1968, powe; was 
costing him just over half what the 
Admin charged. 

The Lister SRI Startamatic is on 
standby these days, in case of power 
failure, and the Bonifaces are con¬ 
nected to the island power grid. 

Diesel fuel has nearly doubled, 
maintenance costs are up, and the 
Admin has held it's cost per unit 
down remarkably successfully, 

Barry feels, despite recent increases 
to 12 cents. 

Even so, if the worst came to the 
worst, Barry feels his plant could do 
a bit better than that. 

Of course, if you lived in Rocky 
Point back in '68, there was no choice. 
You generated your own power, or 
burnt kero. 

Barry chose a Lister ('the Rolls 
Royce of home lighting plants', he 
says) and his 3 kilowatt, 240 volt 
plant, with its single cylinder, air¬ 
cooled, 5 hp at 1500 rpm diesel 
motor, cost $964 on the wharf at 
Kingston. 

The 'Startamatic' facility meant 
that a switch closed anywhere in the 
house would start the diesel tunning, 
and the power flowing. 

Now 82000 - plus 

Today, Barry believes, a similar -- 
but technically improved -- unit 
would cost rather more than $2000. 

Installed in 1968, plus wiring, the 
cost totalled to something like 
$1500. 

He built the powerhouse and carried 
out the installation himself, guided 
by what he describes as Lister's com¬ 
prehensive instructions. This includ¬ 
ed minimum airspace needed, where 
to put the windows, and templates 
for bolting down. 

The plant provided domestic hot 
water for the Bonifaces -- Barry, wife 
Ina and four children - - ran the 
fridge, electric jug, toaster and so on. 

Cost of elect rfcally heated water 
from the power grid would have been 
prohibitive, Barry notes, and still 
would. 

The maintenance schedule calls 
for a top overhaul every 1500 hours. 

This has become something of a prob¬ 
lem over the years. 

"There are plenty of diesel mech¬ 
anics here, but it seems hard to get 
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them to come out to work on a sta¬ 
tionary engine," tarry said. 

In recent years maintenance has 
been neglected, Barry admits, with 
two overhauls missed, and the price 
of a breakdown had to be paid. 

The answer, he feels, will be do 
do the maintenance himself in future. 

With the maintenance schedule 
carried out according to me book, 
Barry feels his plant will run another 
15, maybe 20 years, at least. 

When DCA power became avail¬ 
able, it was the deep freeze mat 
prompted me Bonifaces to connect 
up. 

At first they let me plant run 24 
hours, me Shacklock qonbined fridge 
and freezer cutting in and automati¬ 
cally switching the diesel on any 
time of day or night. 

This became a.bit harrowing dur¬ 
ing me early hours, so me Bonifaces 
fell into me routine of switching off 
at night, and exercising care in open¬ 
ing me Shacklock doors, conserving 
me cold. 

The system worked all right in win¬ 
ter, but not too well in summer. In 
fact, over Christmas, they ran the 
Lister round the clock again. 

But although the fridge was no 
great worry, me freezer was, and 
they were never happy about me 
possibility of me stored food going 
off and becoming poisoned. 

But just on standby, me plant is 
invaluable, Barry feels. 


THE ELECTRICITY BOARD takes a 
strict view of competition of gene¬ 
ration of electric power by individ¬ 
ual users. 

All or nothing is me policy -- 
though in me case of small users 
it's not strictly enforced. 

Reasoning: if you only want to fall 
back on the Admin power now and 
again, me Admin still has to install 
me capacity, and mat cost is up to 
$800 for every kiloWatt produced. 

If me capacity is installed, and 
you only buy a few dollars worm a 
year when your own plant is under¬ 
going maintenance, say, men every¬ 
one else is going to have to pay to 
subsidise ypur stand-by needs. 

If, knowing mis, you still want 
Admin stand-by power, and you are 

August 197 6 


"I can tell you, every time mere 
is a power breakdown it's been jolly 
handy, " Barry commented. 

For mis reason, Barry is concerned 
at official pressure aimed at forcing 
him to scrap the Lister. 

He says he has been told mat run¬ 
ning the Lister while being connected 
to the grid is illegal. 

Barry Boniface will resist mis pres¬ 
sure, as far as reasonable. 

"After all, when the power failed 
after me cyclone, they asked every¬ 
body with their own power plants to 
use mem as much as possible," he 
argued. 

The gennle with a 
mind all Its own 

There was one occasion when me 
Lister seemed to have developed a 
mind of its own over when it would 
be used. 

About three or four one very cool 
morning, Barry remembered, the 
motor suddenly cut in, ran briefly, 
then switched off again. "It fright¬ 
ened the daylights out of us, " he 
said. 

Barry decided it was a practical 
joker and dozed off... but a few 
minutes later, on came me diesel 
again,... and once again switched 
off. Silence. 

And men again, choof, choof, 
choof. "It was quite amazing, very 
(please turn to me next page) 


prepared to pay mat $800 a kilowatt 
hour capacity you might need — 
well, me Electricity Board will talk 
a deal with you. 

Similarly, if you are contemplat¬ 
ing using large amounts of power, 
for some industrial food process, 
say, check with me electricity 
people first. 

If your demand can be planned 
and is reasonably steady, and if me 
reticulation in your area can carry me 
extra power, you’ll probably find me 
Board willing to take you on. 

Of course, mis assumes you won’t 
be affecting other consumers when 
you switch on. If you want to use an 
arc welder, for instance, the Board 
might specify you don’t use it at 
night, when it could cause other 
supplies to flicker. 


But If you generate your own, no Adirtn power 
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WIND POWER ON NORFOLK? IT MAY MAKE 
SENSE SOME DAY -- BUT FOR THE MOMENT 
IT SEEMS TOO PRICEY FOR ANYTHING BUT 
SPECIAL NEEDS LIKE ANTARCTICA (ABOVE). 



mystifying," he said. 

Barry went outside. There was 
nobody round, nothing to be seen. 

He switched the power right off 
and next morning began to investi¬ 
gate. 

So he threw the main switch and 
sure enough the motor burst into 
brief life once more. 

The joker turned out to be a 
length of twin cable, maybe 18 
inches or two feet, that had been 
taped over the bared wire at the 
end as a temporary measure when 
the plant was installed. 

For some reason or other, installa¬ 
tion of the planned light fitting had 
been overlooked. 

This particularly cool night, dew 
condensed on the wire and ran down 
the cable, penetrating the wiring. 

This closed the circuit, and - - 
switched on the Startamatic. 

And the power flowed through the 
condensation, boiling it dry in a few 
seconds. 

And the diesel was shut down again, 
only to start up again as more dew 
soaked through to the wires. 


CHAIRMAN SAYS OQ-IT- 
YOURSELF COSTS MORE 

YES, YOU COULD generate your own 
power cheaper than you can buy from 
the Admin, according to Interim 
Electricity Board Chairman Phillip 
Bartle. 

But -- and it's a big but -- you 
would need to be generating close to 
maximum output of your plant. 

Ordinary households don't work 
this way. 

When Linda and Phillip Bartle 
moved to Norfolk, their house supply 
came from a Lister twin-cylinder, 
four kilowatt set. 

Switch on any light drawing more 
than 40 watts, and the Lister started 
up. 

The Bartles ran their plant at night 
and for maybe a couple of hours in 
the morning. They were very happy 
with the Cister and Phillip felt it was 
a good little outfit. 

Then the Admin reticulation was 
extended past their place and they 
were connected. 

And were startled to find that, in 
the first quarter, the cost of Admin 
power was less than the cost of the 
diesel fuel they would have burnt 
in the same period in the Lister. 

That was not taking into account 
maintenance, depreciation, and all 
those other factors that take the fun 
out of so many enterprises. 


GENERATION OF ELECTRICITY by 
harnessing the wind is a lot more prac¬ 
tical than many schemes. 

Wind power generators boomed 
briefly in remote areas during the 
1930s. Here on Norfolk, Nobby Buf- 
fett and Mrs. Ma Nobby had a char¬ 
ger, perched on top of a Norfolk 
pine. 

But, with all alternative electric¬ 
ity systems, it's capital cost that 
usually rules them out. 

Working wind generators have 
formidable problems. 

Output of power below ten miles 
per hour is not worth bothering about. 

Over 40 miles an hour, the wind 
is too strong and the plant has to be 
shut down as a rule, before it 
thrashes itself to fragments. 

Useable wind comes only inter¬ 
mittently and that means the power 
has to be stored,and the only prac¬ 
tical method to date is in batteries. 

These really cost — look what 
you pay for a battery for your car. 
Think how quickly you can run it 
down leaving the car lights on. 

To store enough power to run 
the house for, say, f ive windless 
days, costs a small fortune. 

This is not to s ay that wind 
power is unworkable --far from 
it. 

A classical example is the gen¬ 
erator built at Grandpa’s Knob, 
Vermont, by one Palmer Cosslett 
Putnam. The two-bladed mon¬ 
ster ran in the early 1940s, supply¬ 


ing power for a small town. 

The plant eventually suffered 
wind damage; materials and labour 
were short, for the World War II 
was raging, and the generator 
plant fell to pieces. 

Some recent American figures 
bear thinking about. The average 
United States home draws 33 kw a 
day, and to supply five days powe: 
of this sort you are looking at 
storage of 165 kw. 

Allow a 10 kw generator to take 
maximum advantage of what wind 
does blow and drive it with a 
propellor around 30 feet diameter, 
so your generator is working flat 
out in a 20 mph breeze. 

You're talking in terms of a 
$20, 000 installation. That's 
$2000 a kw --2i times the cost 
of a conventional system. 

Yet -- you can buy a unit like 
this. And the wind is free. 

Another thing to mull over is the 
increasingly unanimous view of ex¬ 
perts that sometime, maybe as 
soon as 20 years, oil is going to be 
too dear to use for fuel. 

Many of the experts also say 
it's going to be an uncomfortably 
close race between power famine 
and availability of fission and fusion 
power. 

Maybe we’ll yet see a world 
studded with windmills.-- and with 
it s ever rising transport costs, Nor¬ 
folk may be one of the first switch 
ing to cheap windpower. 
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SOLAR 


EDITORIAL ASSOCIATE BILL WISEMAN SET OUT TO DO A CRISP, CLEAR STORY 
ON HOW GOOD SOLAR HEATING PLANTS ARE - ESPECIALLY FOR NORFOLK - 
BUT HE WORE OUT TWO SETS OF BATTERIES IN HIS CALCULATOR, AND WOUND 
UP WITH ACCOUNTANT’S EYESTRAIN, HERE’S PART 1 OF HIS THOROUGH REPORT. 


THERE’S A STORY about a fellow 
who spent his life searching for a 
one-armed lawyer. Why a one- 
armed lawyer? Well, the man said 
every time he wanted advice and 
consulted an advocate, he was told: 
on the one hand so-and-so, and on 
the other hand such-and-such; but 
then again on the other hand maybe 
not, although on the other hand 
could be; while then again on the 
other hand.... and so on. 

Well, what Norfolk needs is a 
one-armed solar heating expert. 
Someone who can say flatly: install 
one.' You’ll never regret it! 

An advocate who will point out 
that the fuel is free (all that sun¬ 
light going to waste), and absolute¬ 
ly safe (sunlight being guaranteed 
not to injure householders by fire, 
explosion or electrocution), and 
doesn’t have to be stoked or have 
it s bottle changed or its bill paid... 
and... on the other hand... 

Sometimes it seems solar heating 
has more other-hands than school of 
octopuses. 

Intuitively, solar heating feels 
right for Norfolk. The cost of elec¬ 
tricity or gas is astronomic by main¬ 
land standards, however justifiable 
in terms of freight rates and isola¬ 
tion. We have lots of sunny weather, 
right? And in terms of Norfolk's bal¬ 
ance of payments, it's surely better 
to use local resources as far as poss¬ 
ible. 

Maintenance requirements are 
minimal, and surely that's an ad¬ 


vantage on an island where the 
smallest and simplest replacement 
parts can take months to obtain. 

And for the ecologically minded, 
there’s the satisfaction etc. etc. 

Unfortunately, for each of these 
persuasive propositions there is an 
other-hand. What is really discon¬ 
certing is that when we ask the man 
who owns one, the verdicts range 
from fairly enthusiastic praise to 
outright condemnation and even 
something like hatred. 

It seems that a solar water heater 
giving good service in. one house, 
like a faithful family retainer, in 
another house is a power-greedy 
layabout, doing nothing properly if 
anything at all. 

The idea is simple --the sun's 
heat is free, so hook-up to the sun - - 
but from that point on it’s a game 
of snakes and ladders. 

Take cost. O.K., the running 
cost could hardly be lower. But 
what capital cost? Solar heating 
has about the highest capital cost - - 
that is, it’s the dearest --of all 
domestic water heating systems. 

To be accurate in assessing the 
cost of your hot water, you have 
to allow for the interest the money 
you spent on the system would earn 
you if invested in, say, stocks and 
shares, earning at the current rate. 

For example: instead of putting in 
a solar heating system for $1200, say, 
you could install a wood-burning Brae- 
mar for $400 and invest the difference 
of $800 at 10 per cent, bringing in $80 


a year interest. That means you’re 
$80 a year in the red if you insist on 
the solar heater. 

And it’s not as simple as that either, 
because you should also estimate the 
effect of inflation, and the yearly de¬ 
preciation. 

On the other hand (to coin a phrase) 
if you stick to electricity or gas as 
fuel to heat the household water, it’s 
not so much a question of whether 
costs will increase as when and how 
much. That makes a solar heater look 
better. 

But then if these costs increase, so 
will costs of all manufactured items, 
and that means it may be cheaper to 
buy a system now than later. 

And then again, maybe next year, 
or the next, or the next, there might 
be a breakthrough, and we’ll all be 
connected up to the Electricity Board's 
fusion generator... anyone got any 
aspirin? 

With a sigh of relief we leave the 
cost controversy and move on to safe¬ 
ty- 

No question, there aren’t many 
hazards to users of solar water heat¬ 
ers. 

Unboosted systems, that is, and 
here’s another complication; most 
systems are hybridised with some 
sort of conventional heating system 
to take care of the occasions when 
you need more hot water than the 
sun can provide. 

And up goes your capital cost - - 
remember? -- because now you're 
running two systems. 

And that means your hybrid sys¬ 
tem is no safer than a conventional 
system of the same sort. In fact, 
perhaps not qui te as safe, because 
faults in complex systems tend to 
be a function of the complexity, 
rather than a straight-line relation¬ 
ship. A few more parts mean many 
more faults. 




THE PRINCIPLE IS SIMPLE 
Radiation from the Sun hits 
an "absorber" panel filled 
with water piping. Hot wa¬ 
ter rises, because it is light¬ 
er than cold water, up to 
the top of the storage tank. 
The absorber pipes are re¬ 
filled with cold water from 
the bottom of the storage 
tank. (CSIRO diagram.) 



LOTS MORE on solar energy in 
our next issue -- including some 
reports from local "solar" owners. 
Also a few kind words about the 
Braemar woodburners. 


GORDON DUVALL tells us we 
credited him with more exper¬ 
ience than he has, in our story 
last issue. He did work with 
Kohler mobile generators in 
Kuwait, but the biggest was 
about 2 00KW. 
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COVER STORY ; 

An Old Art Flourishes In Stockyard Road 


NORFOLK'S DAILY LIFE depends on 
hundreds of tons of cargo from abroad 
every month. 

Cargo depends on lighters: the ddry- 
like open boats that are rawed out to 
an achored ship, filled with slings of 
crates and boxes, and towed bade to. 
the jetty to be unloaded on shore. 

And die Island's lighters are about 
worn out. New ones are needed, 

Pieter Swynenburg has almost finish¬ 
ed one replacement, in a, workshop 
alongside his modern home in Stock- 
yard Rd. He was (so far as he knows) 
the only one to tender for the job.. 

The Island needs at least three new 
lighters, but the award was for die 
building of one. "I think they, weren't 
sure whether I could actually build 
one " Pieter says. "I think they want¬ 
ed to see if this one sinks, before or¬ 
dering any more." ; , 

The Administration provided all the 
materials needed --.timber,.copper 
boat nails, and other items. 

The keel and ribs are spotted gum, 
imported from Australia. 

The planking is Norfolk Pine. "You 
couldn't get timber like that yourself, 
says Pieter. "Perfect timber. Some 
planks are 34 feet long, and not one 


single knot." 

There were no drawings to work 
from. Pieter had to take the lines off 
one of the working lighters, and then 
make allowances for the sagging that 
happens over the years. "Boats are 
designed to be kept in the water, " 
he says. "It's bard on them to keep 
taking them out, putting them back 
in," 

His experience in hpatbuilding be¬ 
gan in Holland, where he was born. 

As a you* he began helping to build 
lifeboats. "A bit smaller, but on *e 
same principle as *ese lighters, H be 
says. 
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Then he did yacht-building -- bo* 
timber and steel hulls -- for several 
years. One of the yachts he worked 
on was for an oil sheikh: a motor 
launch about 80 feet long. 

For a time he and his wife Maria 
lived On a fairy-tale island called 
Dae Kaag, in a lake called Dae 
Kaag Plas, between Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam 1 . ^ 

The island is only about 15-acres 
in size, but it has a permanent pop¬ 
ulation of several hundred people, 
and an intriguing range of restau¬ 
rants to cater for *e many yachts¬ 
men who call in to *e port. 

From Holland *e Swynenburgs 
migrated toflew Zealand. They 
cirne to Norfolk at .a friend's re¬ 
quest to work on building *e South 
Pacific Hotel/Motel. They liked 
Norfolk life, and stayed, .being ad¬ 
mitted as Residents several years 
ago. v ’, - 

It took something over a we.ek for 
Pieter to "take the lines off "one of 
*e working lighters, and reduce 
them to lines on *e floor pf his 
new workshop. Once *at was done, 
it was a matter of only about five 
weeks (wi* *e help of Don Spen¬ 
cer, who is assisting Pieter) to get 


*e boat fully planked. 

He'd estimated about *ree mon*s 
for the full job. If things continue 
to go well, he'll make *at time¬ 
table, and *e new lighter will go 
into *e water inana*er few weeks., 
Pieter say t *at without any har¬ 
bour, Norfolk probably will lose *e 
boatbuilding skills Islanders have 
shown in the past. "It's a dying 
trade, " he says. "Plywood has 
changed small boatbuilding, and 
none of *e young here seem to be 
willing to take up the old craft. 

"It's a shame, because if you know 
boatbuilding, you can build any*ing. 

A-Ugus t 1 97 6=" 


BEATLES & BACH FROk 
ARTS COUNCIL TRIO 


A SPECIAL REPORT FROM "TWIT 


EVERYONE WHO wps lucky enough 
be at *e "Evening of sacred mu$L- 
at St Barnabas' Chapel, must have 
returned home wishing *at some!., 
another wonderful musical event 
might be around tKecorner. 

As it happened, such an evening 
wasn't very far around *e comer 
all - thanks to the Arts Council thi: 
time - al*ough *e music was of 
slightly different kind.. The Norict. 
Island Arts Council has done a tre¬ 
mendous amount of work to help fc-r s 
visiting artists to Norfolk - and mo; 
recently we were lucky enough to li 
*e Benelong Players to entertain. 
These three young people play an 
unusual collection of instruments 
Mary Khowler on the Violin-, Brian 
Strong, leader of the group, on *6 
cello; and Randolph Koda on *e 
guitar - and because of *is it was 
difficult for them to find music 
suitable for them to play as a group 
They found that *e music of J. S. 
Bach could be arranged to suit and 
consequently used a good deal of 
Bach's music in *eir programme. 

I was particularly impressed with 
their sensitive presentations of Bach' 
music - having forgotten it could 
sound so good. (1 had a music teac' 
er who LOVED Bach and for years J 
was encouraged, forced almost,, to 
plod through his compositions.) 1 
think maybe the Benelong Players 
have set me back on *e right track 1 - 
to enjoy Bach's music too. The pr< 
gramme at R«wson Hall also inciucV 
musip from Hayden and from the 
ties, and in "When I'm 64" it was 
more evident *an ever that these 
people derive a great deal of pleasi:-, 
and fun from *eir work. 

The trio gave two concerts at the 
school for the school children. We 
have one small boy who was impre* 
ed - particularly wi* *e violin. 

It's such a wonderful opportunity he 
for the children to meet artists. Th 
are not many places where *ey ecu' 
participate in such an intimate gathf 
ing of famous artists. 1 hope that 
the community will give its utmost 
support to *e Arts Council commf 
because unless we give them our su 
port by attending conceits it could 
teach a stage where they find it im 
possible to meet all costs. What 
would happen then? We'd be *e 
losers! 



NORFOLK'S NEW LIGHTER IS NEARING COMPLETION IN PIETER'S SHED 







LIVING 


Norfolk 

GLAD TO BE HOME 

"ONE WOMAN in the hospital burst 
into tears because her doctor visited 
her when she had her hair in rollers 
and I got to the point where I could 
hardly wait for the 4.45am cup of tea." 

This is adapting to hospital mental¬ 
ity, which even Wendy McGuiness, a 
nursing sister herself, found she did 
after the first two weeks in King 
George.V where she spent 15 weeks 
in all. 

It was obviously all worth it judg¬ 
ing by Wendy’s pride in James Anthony 
Oswald Me Guinness, born 8 th July, 
weighing in at a healthy 7 pounds. 

Ardan, Wendy, daughter Caity (6jt) 
and son Alexander (4) were in Sydney, 
to attend Atdan's sister Deidre's wedd¬ 


V were "actually very interesting. 

1 had a private room at first but it 
was too lonely. Then moved to a 
two bed room. Did things I've never 
done before like embroidering, paint¬ 
ing, sewing, playing scrabble - 1 
couldn’t read anything very deep be¬ 
cause of the medications - couldn’t 
concentrate. There were interest¬ 
ing women there—interesting cases. " 
Fortunately, Wendy's parents, form¬ 
er Norfolk residents Lillian and Alf 
Reeder , were living in Sydney at the 
time and offered to look after Caity 


Caity, on the other hand, more a 
city girl, loved the theatres and had 
her head stuck in the TV all the time. 
She topped her class in the six months’ 
exam even though she hadn't been 
there that long. Speaks well for our 
Central School doesn't It? 1 * 

Wendy says the Norfolk and Sydney 
school standard was identical. "Caity 
slotted right in with no trouble at 
all. ’’ 

"Did you notice that your child¬ 
ren were more wholesome, freer, 
more straightforward?" we asked. 

"Much more out-going. They 
spoke to everyone at the shops. But 
by the time we left they were much 
quieter. Ohe advantage of city liv¬ 
ing---more fruit!’’ 

Wendy, looking svelte in a with' 
it French label shirtmaker dress and 
long hair - "1 let it grow, ’’ said she, 
"hairdressers charge $26.00 now in 
Sydney. Prices are ghastly. Sydney 
is a rip-off”- is delighted to be 
back home and with Ardan. "We 
only had one day alone for the whole 
nine months. ” Ardan, in anticipa¬ 
tion of having his family all back to¬ 
gether, had the house just glistening, 
projects all done, new pine fence, a 
dandy cubby built for the children. 

"Were you able to take advantage 
of Medibank?" we asked. 

"Yes - any treatment that occurs 
in Australia is covered." 


WENDY AND JAMES McGUINNESS 


ing to Matthew Wood in mid-April, 
and for Wendy to see her obstetric 
specialist. Wendy was to do the food 
for Deidre and Matt’s wedding but 
found herself in hospital instead and 
the wedding fare had to be "Chinese 
take away". Caity was flower girl, 
though, and it was a lovely wedding 
held in a Maroubra church. 

Wendy’s 15 weeks at King George 


and Alex so Ardan could return to 
Norfolk and his business while Wendy 
was confined to hospital. Ardan 
rented a flat in Edgecliff for them 
and Caity was enrolled at Holy Cross 
in Woollahra and Alex at a private 
kindie in Bondi Junction. 

"Alex wasn't happy there -hates 
city life - -no dirt, no trees, no birds 
and missed his father very much. 


WHILE, WE ARE waiting for Spring 
and its bounty of good things, here 
are a couple of recipes in which we 
can use lemons and tomatoes which 
are available at the moment. 

To finish our meal I have an old- 
fashioned fruit pudding which was 
given to me by a dear old lady to 
whom it was handed down from way 
back. I also use tfiis recipe at 
Christmas but add a little more fruit, 
liquor and a dash of Parisian essence 
to darken the color. 

(please turn to the next page) 
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GREEK LEMON SOUP (AVGOLEMONO) 

2 pts chicken stock (may be made 

with cubes) 

3 tablespoons tice 
1 large lemon 

Peel from the lemon grated 

3 eggs 

Salt and pepper to taste 
Bring stock to the boil, add rice and 
grated lemon peel - cook till rice is 
soft (approx. 20 mins.). Reduce 
flame until soup is barely simmering. 
Squeeze lemon and strain juice, add 
to eggs. Beat until frothy and light. 
Add 2 cups of soup to the lemon mix¬ 
ture, beating continuously. Pour 
mixture back into the soup and con¬ 
tinue to stir. 

When ready to serve, season to taste 
with salt and pepper but do not re¬ 
heat as the eggs will curdle and spoil 
the appearance of the soup. 

CORN & TOMATO PIE 
1 cup sliced tomatoes 
1 large can creamed corn 

1 cup sliced green capsicum 

2 large onions 

4 rashers of bacon fried crisp 
1 tsp. salt 

1 tsp. sugar 
pinch cayenne 
. 4 tblsp. butter 


m 
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1 cup breadcrumbs 
Fry onions and green pepper till 
onions are just pink and transparent. 
Fry bacon until cris^ and crumbly. 
Preheat oven to 350°. Fill greased 
casserole with ingredients, alternat¬ 
ing layers of tomatoes, corn, pepper 
and onion mixture and also the 
crumbed bacon. Sprinkle each layer 
with dash of salt, sugar and cayenne 
pepper. Top with layer of corn. Dot 
with butter and cover with crumbs. 
Bake for half an hour. 

Serves 8. 

STEAMED FRUIT PUDDING 
1 cup mixed fruit 

1 cup milk 

2 tblsp. butter 
2 tblsp. sugar 

1 tsp. vanilla or tblsp. rum 
1 tsp. nutmeg 
1 tsp. carb soda 
1 cup S. R. flotlr 

Bring to the boil, fruit, milk, butter, 
sugar, vanilla, rum and nutmeg - 
remove from heat and add soda. Let 
cool. When cool mix the flour in 
smoothly. Place in greased steam¬ 
ing bowl and cover tightly. Steam 
for 1^ hours. 

1 WONDER if we give enough thought 
to spices which are available in con¬ 


venient packs these days, so I thcu/- 
it would be a good idea to look at 
one of these versatile ingredients 
each month. As a starter, let us 
take nutmeg. 

Nutmeg is the dry oval shaped 
seed of a fruit, not unlike the apri¬ 
cot, grown in hot moist tropical cli¬ 
mates. It is a native of the Molucca 
Islands but is now grown extensively 
throughout Indonesia and the West 
Indies. 

Nutmeg is versatile and is used in 
both savoury and sweet dishes. 

The nutmeg seed has a scarlet 
covering which is separated before 
drying and is known as mace and 
which may be used as a substitute or 
in its own right. 

A useful guide to the quantities 
used in various dishes is given in 
McCormick's Spices of the World 
Cookbook which I will also use for 
subsequent references. 

Dash to | teaspoon for most 
vegetables. 

1/8 teaspoon per four cups cream¬ 
ed chicken or tuna etc. 

1/8 teaspoon per pound of beef 

1/4 teaspoon to 1/2 teaspoon in 
a pound cake recipe or mix 

One whole nutmeg - grated - 
equals 2 to 3 teaspoons 
ground nutmeg 



I HAVE SAID before in my notes 
that gardening on Norfolk is govern¬ 
ed by the rainfall more so than by 
seasons, and 1 think this past month 
or so will have proved my point. 

With the ground as dry as it is at 
the time of writing these notes, it is 
very trying to plant any annuals out 
and unless one has ample water even 
shrubs etc. will have a battle. 

On the other hand with August 
here, it is high time roses, fruit 
trees, gladiolis etc. were in their 
permanent homes. There was 
still a good selection of Langbecher 
roses available at local nursery 
when I was there recently. I have 
found that roses from Langbechers 
did very well in our conditions. 

Gerberas are prone to rust and 
mealy-bug just now. I used Ben- 
late when shifting some recently, 
watering the bed with it before 
planting claws. These are making 
good clean growth despite the lack 
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of rain. Do you know that when 
dividing gerbera claws, use sharp 
knife to cut them, discard older 
centres; cut roots back to about 2", 
then plant with crown of plant abov* 
the ground; in about 10 days give a 
good watering and apply manure, 

Zest or similar. 

Hippeastrums (lilies) should be 
cleaned around their necks and bai' 
set among them for snails because 
as soon as the rain comes they will 
come from seemingly nowhere anc 
play havoc with the buds as they 
appear. So be like the boy scouts 
and be prepared. 

NOW I THOUGHT perhaps the follow¬ 
ing could be of interest to those who 
like to use herbs in their cooking. 
Fresh herbs are so good. 

Mint: Keep moist - does need re¬ 
planting each season. 

Parsley; This is hardy - leaves may 
be dried and stored in jars. 

Garlic; Plant 9 inches apart. Har- 
vest when leaves die down. Store as 

3 0 



for onions. 

Rosemary : Small shrub - will grow 
from cuttings - good with lamb or 
fish. 

Basil; Annual - grows to 2 ft. high. 
Cut stems and dryby hanging. Use 
in stews etc. 

Chives; Smallest of onion family - 
notso strong - grown from seed or 
division of bulbs. 

Dill; Annual grown from seed. 
Needs a little shade. Leaves and 
seed used in curries etc. 


1 OVERHEARD someone saying - 
" What do you do to get rid of cock¬ 
roaches in cupboards?" and smiled 
to myself for I was reminded of my 
first encounter with these pests. 

I had encountered the small variety 
which breed in teaming millions be¬ 
hind stores etc. but never had 1 seen 
the "whoppers" that are here before 
coming to live here. 

When I was settling the house we 
had rented to order prior to moving 
in, my Norfolk friend said, "Look 
for cockroaches - sure to be some 
in cupboards. ” Well the job was 
nearly finished when I called to hus¬ 
band who was tidying shed where 
wood etc. was kepi. “Have you 
seen any cockroaches?" "No," 
came the reply, "but there are some 
big beetles that scuttle away when I 
move boxes." Just at that moment 
I lifted a sheet of paper and out flew 
a large brown beetle which landed 
on the chair I was standing on and 
made for nearest hidey-hole which 
happened to be my instep which 
was firmly strapped in my sandal. 

Never have I had so many thumbs 
when trying to get that sandal off 
before whatever that creature was 
bit me. I need not have worried 
as it was in no condition to move let 
alone bite when sandal was off. 

My friend laughed and explained 
that it was a cockroach. I decided 
that if those were Norfolk Island 
cockroaches, I would carry a gun in 
future. 

Writing about this incident of 
cockroaches reminds me of another 
amusing moment when we were sett¬ 
ling in. My husband had gone to 
the mainland on business shortly 
after we had moved in, so I was 
alone in the big house except for 
the children who were very small. 

I had been told about the ghost bird 
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Fennefc Perennial. Aromatic leaves. 
Need good rich soil - plenty humus. 
Salads etc. 

Marjoram : Annual - leaves have 
many uses. 

Lemon Grass; Fleshy stalks, used 
in curries, pickles. 

Mustard; Annual - use young leaves 
in salads. Seeds used ground. 

Sage : Small shrubs. Mostly used in 
stuffings. 

Thyme ; Small shrub grown from 
seed or cuttings. 


and his eerie call at night but no- 
one had mentioned the "shiny mush¬ 
rooms" and hereby hangs a funny 
little story. 

It was a very dark night and I 
happened to look out the window 
and saw what I took to be an ani¬ 
mal's eyes - funny, one eye looked 
higher than the other I thought. 

The following night the "animal" 
was in the same place. Well I am 
not the nervous type so I put on the 
light and went outside to see what 
it was but, alas, nothing to see so 

I came inside and put out the light. 
Yes, the "thing" was still there. 

By this time 1 was puzzled to say 
the least when suddenly CRASH: 
and it seemed to me the house shook. 

Well that did it. I armed myself 
with a broom and out 1 went but 
same as before - there, was nothing 
to be seen. 

Next day I found the cause of the 
crash - - a large bunch of bananas 
which had been hung up in sunroom 
had slipped through the loop of rope 
they hung by - about 40 lbs. of 
green bananas. The ’eyes’ by the 
way proved to be shiny mushrooms. 

Oh no, I was not nervous -- just 
scared out of my wits.* 

Just as a point of interest, our goods 
and chattels came by ship from New 
Zealand and they were supposed to 
leave there the same day as we flew 
out to Norfolk Island.' It was over 
two months before they were event¬ 
ually unloaded here - firstly delayed 
shipping, then boat was waiting for 

II days before it could be unloaded 
here. It was the "Matai", a cable 
ship chartered by Holme Company. 

So you can see shipping has always 
been uncertain - - but it would be 
worse if there was no shipping service. 
1 suppose we will always complain -- 
nothing better to do! 
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by "VINAS" 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


IRISH WHISKEY is basically similar 
to blended Scotch in that it is made 
from barley and malted barley but 
is quite different in taste because 
the grain is never exposed to peat 
smoke. The Irish still use die old 
pot still method and triple distill 
their spirit. You can buy Tullamore 
Dew at the Bond for $6. 00 and get 
the bonus of an attractive earthen¬ 
ware crock to grace your bar long 
after the contents have been con¬ 
sumed. 

In Canada they make first-class 
whisky from a mix of corn, rye 
and barley, one of the best known 
being Canadian Club which is avail¬ 
able here for $4. 65. 

In their early days American sett¬ 
lers drank mainly rum but after In¬ 
dependence brought with it separa¬ 
tion from England and the abolition 
of slavery it also brought about a 
change in drinking habits. Irish and 
Scottish migrants were quick in sett¬ 
ing up their pot stills and, initially, 
they used tye grain almost exclusive¬ 
ly- 

Then two important things happen¬ 
ed. Firstly, George Washington im¬ 
posed an excise duty on whiskey, 
so the distillers moved south to Ken¬ 
tucky where tax collectors rarely 
ventured but then, when all seemed 
to be going well, the rye crop failed. 
Dismayed but undaunted, they play¬ 
ed around with a corn-cum-rye mix 
with most pleasing results and, as 
this first happened in Bourbon County, 
the product became known by that 
name. 

Today there are straight Bourbons, 
straight Ryes and various blends but 
over here we can buy only Bourbons, 
the ones in the Bond being Hiram 
Walker ($4.65), Jim Beam ($5.50) 
and Old Grandad ($5.75). 

While we are still in the grip of 
winter you may like to try this cen¬ 
turies old drink. It is simple but 
guaranteed to warm the cockles of 
your heart; 

WHISKY MAC; Take some green 
ginger wine ($2.05 at the Bond) and 
add to your preferred whisky a dash 
or up to fifty-fifty according to 
taste. Nothing more than that ex¬ 
cept to drink it and feel warmer. 
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On the 8th June the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and community celebrated Anni¬ 
versary Day - a commemoration 
of the landing of 194 Pitcairn people 
on Norfolk in June 1856. The new 
settlers who bore names such as 
Adams, Christian, Evans, Young, 
McCoy, Quintal, Nobbs alia Buffett, 
arrived on board the vessel "Moray¬ 
shire" and many were descendants 
of the mutineers of H.M. armed 
ship "Bounty" 

So each year on Anniversary Day 
(sometimes called "Bounty" Day) 
there is a re-enactment of the land¬ 
ing of these people at Kingston. 
Families gather, in costume, at the 
jetty and then proceed to the Ceno¬ 
taph where a short service is held. 

This year Sir John and Lady Kerr 
were visiting Norfolk and were able 
to take part in the Service and lay 
a wreath at die Cenotaph. It was a 
really glorious day. From the Ceno¬ 
taph the families walked on to the 
graveyard where hymns were sung 
and the prayer of John Adams (re¬ 
ligious leader of the Pitcairners) was 
read. Such beautiful hymns as "Keep 
the Lower Lights Burning", "In the 
Sweet Bye and Bye" and "The Pit¬ 
cairn Anthem" were especially mov¬ 
ing sung in the open air with the 
waves pounding in on Cemetery Bay 
and the day so warm and calm. 

From there those people dressed 
in ’old-time' costume proceeded to 
Government House for morning tea 
and the opportunity to speak with the 
Governor-General and Lady Kerr, and 
to relax in the attractive gardens of 
Government House. The children - 
oodles of them - were particularly 
excited about meeting the ship's 
"Doctor (Tom) Buffett" who was 
well prepared to treat any person 
suffering from seasickness or scurvy 
after the long journey from Pitcairn. 
His black bag was overflowing with 
such remedies as castor oil, rum and - 
just 'in case’ - a saw which looked 
as though it could have done with 
sharpening: 

In recent years there has been a 
trophy, donated by Mr. Lou Engle- 
dow, presented to the family who 
has the best representative gather¬ 
ing. It is tiora competition to 
see who has the best costumes, but 
an encouragement for families to 
take part in this traditional cele¬ 
bration; and this year it was the 


Quintal family who received the 
gleaming silver platter presented 
by Lady Kerr. Greg and Granny 
Quintal accepted the trophy-on be¬ 
half of the Quintals. After the pre¬ 
sentation those who had gathered 
there moved off to collect their good¬ 
ies for the picnic. 

What a bustle of activity greeted 
me as I struggled with my laden 
basket from the car to the picnic area. 
Families and friends gathered in 
groups all around the ’Youth Centre’ 
compound which was an ideal spot 
for the Anniversary Day picnic. In 
the nine years we’ve been on Nor¬ 
folk the weather has never been so 
perfect for the picnic as it was this 
year. The sun shone warmly all day 
and being within the walls of the 
compound the picnickers were pro¬ 
tected from, the wind. Just after one 
o'clock the then President of Com¬ 
mittees, Richard Bataille together 
with his wife escorted the Governor 
General and Lady Kerr to the micro¬ 
phone which was in a central posi¬ 
tion in the compound. On. behalf 
of tire Council and the community 
Cr. Bataille then welcomed Sir John 
and Lady Kerr. In reply Sir John 
said how much he and his wife were 
enjoying their visit to Norfolk. He 
had read much about Norfolk but 
their visit, he said, "put flesh on 
the bare bones of the written word. ” 
That particular phrase I don't think 
I’ll forget; it really took my fancy. 

He then concluded his address by 
saying how hungry he was and bow 
much he was looking forward to samp¬ 
ling all the lovely food. One of the 
Nobbs' young girls then came for¬ 
ward and presented Lady Kerr with a 
small bouquet of flowers. Ma Adams, 
Kik Quintal and Mac Adams then led 
the singing of Grace: the actual pic¬ 
nic had begun. 

The idea of the picnic is that fam¬ 
ilies and friends meet together and 
spread their tarpaulins and table¬ 
cloths on the ground around the peri¬ 
meter of the picnic area. Most of 
the tables (or cloths) are decorated 
with red leaf, poinsettea flowers, hi¬ 
biscus and frangipanni; some of the 
ladies had managed to gather variety 
of fruits together in baskets. Jean 
Mitchell's table was set not far from 
where we were sitting. It really 
was a picture. A suckling pig com¬ 
plete with apple in its mouth had 


pride of place on her table amid all 
the other lovely looking dishes of 
salads, fruit salad, pies and the trad 
itional plum pudding. 

Another "table" which caught my 
eye this year was that of die Hotel 
Norfolk. It was a truck the cabin 
of which was disguised by a large 
model of the Bounty and the tray 
of the truck was the table, complete 
ly covered of course with all sorts 
of delicious dishes. 

The teachers from the school had 
also gathered together for the picnic 
I bet those who arrived at the be¬ 
ginning of this year couldn't believe 
their eyes at all the food on display. 

It was a delightful leisurely pic¬ 
nic where everyone could take their 
time. Last year it rained just to¬ 
wards the end and the least anyone 
felt like doing then after eating was 
packing up in a mad burry! 

After lunch the next scene of 
activity was the Kingston oval where 
the annual cricket match between 
Allcomers and Bounty Boys was 
held. We went to watch for a 
while and thoroughly enjoyed the 
friendly rivalry between the two 
teams. Rod McAlpin from the Bank 
of NSW had the Bounty Boys a bit 
worried with his rather "strange" 
bowling. It was good to see Teeny 
Menzies out there having a bat and 
thoroughly enjoying himself. Bounty 
Boys were the eventual winners of a 
most enjoyable, light-hearted game. 
D’Arcy Wentworth was umpire and 
young Linda Snell was chief scorer. 

Now for a short rest at home be¬ 
fore the Ball. Nobody feels like any 
tea surely” 

At .riigjit, Rawson Hall was a- 
glitter with lights and decorations 
to welcome the crowd of people 
who attended the Bounty Ball. All 
the dance bands on the Island pro¬ 
vided their music free of charge 
and there was music fit to make 
any feet want to dance. About 
9pm Sir John and Lady Kerr arrived 
and were entertained by singing 
from the choir and school children, 
and were then asked to lead off 
the dancing in the Progressive Barn 
Dance (amid great bursts of applause.) 
I hear the Kerrs said it was the first 
time they had been applauded for 
really enjoying themselves: It 
was a happy and memorable day 
and quite wonderful to see so many 
people - young and old - partici¬ 
pate. 

The property Simon's Water, at 
Steele’s Point, was the venue for 
another most enjoyable day in 
June, the A. & H. Society's Annu¬ 
al Show Jumping and Cross Coun¬ 
try programme of events held on 
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the Queen's Birthday holiday. The 
programme commenced at 9.30am 
with the dressage competition for 
both junior and senior riders. Dur¬ 
ing the previous week many riders 
had taken the opportunity to attend 
the sessions of riding lessons con¬ 
ducted by Mr. John Howard whose 
visit had been sponsored by the A. 

& H. Society. Mr. Howard was 
also the judge out at Simon's 
Water. On my very first visit to 
Norfolk I noticed how popular 
horse-riding was at that time and 
it's really heartening to see this 
interest which seemed to die down 
for a number of years, being re¬ 
kindled again, especially among 
the young people. Out at Simon’s 
Water, boih the riders and the 
horses looked terrific, horses really 
shining and their riders looking 
very smart in correct riding attire. 
The setting out there was perfect. 

I thought the cross-country course 
looked particularly natural as the 
majority of the jumps were over 
natural hazards among the trees. 

After the dressage events (Donna 
Woods - 1st place in th'e junior sec¬ 
tion, and Jo Wiltshier, 2nd in the 
senior section) there was a break 
for lunch. The Rotary boys had 
been busy again with their barbe¬ 
cue and provided a delicious meal 
for those who hadn't brought along 
their own picnics. It was lovely 
relaxing among the trees. 

Then next was the junior section 
of the cross-country. My heart 
was in my mouth several times 
as the youngsters went over the 
jumps, but most of the horses be¬ 
haved themselves, and Donna Woods 
was the eventual winner. Tracey 
Knight and Michele McCoy did 
well in the jumping also. Peter 
Harrison's young boy' had a bit of 
trouble with a rather stubborn pony, 
but considering Michael had only 
just started to learn to ride he did 
very well indeed I thought. Leanne 
Adams just couldn't get her horse 
to go over the last jump. Finally, 
after about the fifth try, the horse 
suddenly cleared the fence no 
trouble at all) Some of the riders 
really thundered around the course, 
especially young Michelle McCoy. 

The senior cross-country was a 
bit longer than the juniors and, 
again, was a great event to watch. 
Cherie Irvine's horse proved some¬ 
what stubborn, but quite undaunted 
Cherie quickly sprung back into 
the saddle each time the horse 
came to a rather abrupt halt.’ Beaut, 
to watch some of the men in this 
event too, Lyle Tavener, Culla 
Graham and Allen Bataille all took 
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part and looked as though they 
were thoroughly enjoying them¬ 
selves. 

The last event of the day was the 
ring show -jumping. Before each 
event Mr. Howard led the riders a- 
round the courses and explained 
the various jumps which 1 thought 
was probably most helpful to the 
participants. In the ring events 
some of the jumps were quite close 
together and gave each rider a 
chance to prove his skill with his 
horse. A most interesting display 
of jumping during this event. 

Quite a large crowd enjoyed the 
day, but I thoroughly recommend 
everyone to go along if it's held 
again next year as it was a terrific 
day and very well organized. Mr. 

& Mrs. Howard had donated the Arun¬ 
del Perpetual Plate of which Jo Wilt¬ 
shier was the proud winner having 
won or lost the least number oi points 
during the day. 

During the Queen's Birthday week¬ 
end, the community was really 
thrilled to learn that two local resi¬ 
dents had this year been included in 
the Queen's Birthday Honours List. 
Richard Bataille was awarded the 
A. M.-General Division, which 
means he is now a Member of the 
Order of Australia, in recognition of 
his work for the Norfolk Island com¬ 
munity both in Council, on the Hos- . 
pital Board, and having been con¬ 
nected with many other community 
organizations over the years. 

Mrs. Elsie Hickey was the other re¬ 
cipient, who was awarded the Brit¬ 
ish Empire Medal for her work in 
the community. Mrs. Hickey has 
worked for many, many years for 
the Hospital as a member of the 
Hospital Auxiliary. She is also a 
member of the Country Women's 
Association. Congratulations to 
two residents who have given untiring¬ 
ly of their time to this community. 

Before finishing this letter I want 
to tell you about the "feast of mu¬ 
sic" we’ve had here on the Island 
during the past month. I'd been 
looking forward to the "Evening of 
Sacred Music "since it was first ad¬ 
vertised by the churches. Rev. Col¬ 
in Berriman had gathered together 
those people on the Island who en¬ 
joyed singing and has moulded them 
into a very fine choir indeed. Wed¬ 
nesday 30th June was a cold, bleak 
day and an even colder night but 
despite the cold St. Barnabas' Chapel 
was full to over-flowing, even the 
chairs placed down the centre aisle 
' were filled. Welcoming everyone 
Colin Berriman explained that not 
only was it an evening of sacred mu 
sic but also an evening of worship 
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and fellowship through the music to 
which he was very pleased to wel¬ 
come the Acting / dministrator, Mr. 
Pickerd, and Lady Nimmo. Pastor 
Gilmore, from the SDA Church, then 
gave the Scripture Reading after 
which the church rafters were ringing 
with the voices of everyone present 
as they sang "Guide Me, O Thou 
Great Redeemer". Norma Summer- 
scales then rendered two lovely 
numbers, the first a rather haunting 
song "Lonely Voices" which was 
complemented by the happiness of 
"I Walked into the Sunrise". 

The congregation was then treated 
to two numbers by the choir - "No¬ 
body Knows the Trouble I've Seen”, a 
well-known Negro'Spiritual; and "The 
Holy City". Kik Quintal then sang 
in his rich voice "I Heard the Voice 
of Jesus Say" followed by an old 
favourite - "Beautiful Isle of Some¬ 
where” . 

After the congregation had again 
exercised their vocal chords Mrs. 

Sharon Sandstrom - wife of school¬ 
teacher, Malcolm - exchanged seat? 
with Daisy Buffett at the organ and 
Sharon played two melodies written 
by Bach: "Jesu, Joy of Man’s De¬ 
siring" and Prelude No. 1. Really 
beautiful! 

Accompanied by Sharon at the 
organ Julie South very skillfully 
sang "My Heart Ever Faithful” and 
"Teach Me, O Lord”. I also thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed Colin Berriman's singing 
of two excerpts from Handel's "Messiah' 
Sharon then concluded this section of 
the programme with two more organ 
solos - Chopin's "Prelude", and 
Trumpet Tune in D by Purcell. 

With Daisy again on the organ the 
congregation then sang "Sun of My 
Soul” and "China". Next the voices 
of Norma Summerscales and Colin 
Berriman were delightfully blended 
during the duet "Love Divine - All 
Loves Excelling". 

"Amazing Grace", followed by 
”0, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus" 
were then sung by the choir. Then 
the congregation sang 'D God Our 
Help in Ages Past” after which Past¬ 
or Dronfield from the Methodist 
Church led the congregation with the 
Benediction. A lovely, lovely even¬ 
ing finally concluded with everyone 
singing the Pitcairn Anthem. I think 
everyone present felt a real sense of 
gratitude to the Rev. Berriman for 
arranging such an evening and to all 
those who had taken part and who had 
obviously devoted much of their time 
in practising. 

Cheerio! — 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 


NORFOLK USUALLY HAS its own 
names for the different varieties of 
kumerah -- which is die New Zea¬ 
land name used here for sweet pot- 

Not that the kumerah is unique to 
New Zealand— it's found through- v 
out Polynesia as 'urnerah', and in 
fact probably originated in South 
America as a type gf convolvulus. 

Wherever it came from, the kum¬ 
erah spread throughout the world 
during the age of discovery, and some 
authorities believe it arrived in Eng¬ 
land before the ordinary potato --on 
Norfolk, the ’Irish potato'. Refer¬ 
ence to potatoes in Shakespeare is 
probably to the kumerah, they say. 

Just when the kumerah arrived on 
Norfolk seems to be lost. Nonethe¬ 
less, thanks to some long-memoried 
islanders, we know a little about the 
way some of the more popular varie¬ 
ties grown here came to be named. 
Those most likely to be found in the 
shops are the Bacon and the Jackson, 
generally held to be the best 'utility' 
kumerahs. 

They cook well, whether boiled, 
steamed, fried, baked, roasted or 
grated for pilbi; they keep well in 
the ground -- the year round, if it 
doesn't get too dry; are fairly reliable 
as a crop; and can be used as cattle 
or pig food. 

Long before the turn of the century, 
John Jackson was born and raised on 
Norfolk^and joined a ship trading 
round the Pacific Islands. He came 
^across a new variety kumerah up 
New Hebrides-Solomon Islands way 
and sent some back to his old friend 
Fortescue Buffett. 

The'Jackson' kumerah quickly be¬ 
came an island favorite. 

By contrast, 'Bacon's' kumerah is 
something of a latecomer. Alf 
Bacon introduced it from Queensland 
about 1950, and a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury later it bad become the most 
popular of all. He gave runners to 


Tom Bailey, and for that reason the 
variety is sometimes known here as 
'Tom Bailey* as well as 'Bacon*. 

'Sunday Island' gives its name to 
another kumerah, smallish leafed 
and yellow fleshed, which some 
islanders hold to be the finest tasting 
of all. 

The Bell family were responsible - 
for its introduction to Norfolk in the 
1890s. Roy Bell lived on Sunday Isl¬ 
and and visited Norfolk, where he had 
many friends. The new kumerah 
wasn't his only claim to fame. He 
was a pioneer photographer, and left 
many plates of tum-of-the-century 
Norfolk to fascinate historians. 

Other varieties are getting fewer 
today, not being widely grown. 

The 'Queensland' kumerah dates 
back to sailing ship days. The dry, 
white, hard flesh can only be boiled 
for the table, and it's usually used 
to feed horses. Even then, larger 
kumerahs are cut up for animals. 

Chances are that many kumerah 
varieties arrived on Norfolk as some¬ 
what over-age stores. The skippers 
would be happy to swap a few for 
ffedi vegetables* and the islanders 
to take home a new variety to try 
out. Presumably the 'Queensland' 
was one such kumerah die ship in¬ 
volved was not sorry to trade. 

The 'Portugese’, which crop* 
early when the mood takes it, may 
have arrived this way, and so may 
the 'Tongan' kumerah, which cer¬ 
tainly came from that kingdom long 
ago; very white flesh with a red skin. 

The two newest are 'Bunch Porto 
Rico' and 'Redstone'. 

'Bunch Porto Rico’ was brought in 
by Agricultural Officer Ernie Friend 
in the 50s and is also known as 
'Friend' kumerah. The white flesh 
doesn’t store well, quickly going 
stringy and watery. 

Another Agricultural Officer, 
Redstone, brought in the kumerah 


bearing his name in the late 50s, 
a variety "that sends out long vines, 
running for yards. But it doesn't 
keep weli either. 

And there's the 'Turner' sent from 
New Zealand by the principal of 
Turner and Growers. He was an 
agent for Norfolk fruit exporters. 

The "TUrner' was white fleshed, 
soft when fresh and becoming very 
tough as it aged. The one notable 
characteristic about the Turner is 
that it doesn't like good, rich soil. 

The Pumpkin' kumerah should get 
a mention, although it maynow be 
extinct here, if only as an excuse to 
mention its sponsor, one W.C. Berr- 
ige. He came to Norfolk in the 20s, 
a New Zealand nurseryman, constant¬ 
ly experimenting with new species. 

He grafted a tomato plant on to a 
wild tobacco, and they say it grew, 
astonishingly enough, and prospered, 
producing fine crops of big, tasty 
tomatoes for at least two years. 

He also grafted porpay (blue guava) 
on to yellow guava stock, producing 
delicious fruit the size of tennis balls. 

It's hard to resist recalling, too, 
that Mrs Julia Buffett, of Steele's 
Point, fired with enthusiasm, then 
grafted fig branches onto two wild 
tobacco bushes. One turned out to 
be delicious, producing fat round 
figs year after yea r. 

The other, alas, grew little black 
fruit the size of your thumb, which 
tasted like a mouthful of fishhooks, 
raised blisters, and peeled the skin. 

If you don't believe the yarn, you 
can see the tree at the home of 
Mrs Buffett’s brother, 'Ikey' Bill Ed¬ 
wards. 

W.C.Betrige's home here was in 
Grassy Lane, and here he grew no 
less than 34 varieties of kumerahs 
collected by bis son, a sea captain. 
The son was drowned when his ship 
sank; Berrige died, and all his kum¬ 
erahs and experimental plants seem 
to have disappeared. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS ■ W HOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD, Petrol and <ri 1» 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDONIENl Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 
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• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes. home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 
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REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be iable to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 
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NORFOLK DIARY P.3-7 - Pitcairners' 
rights to live here; Other Immigration 
law decisions by Council; the late Ab 
Bathie's help to many; A means test for 
the weekly allowance; Admin salaries. 

SHIPPING MONOPOLY P. 9 - Not a good 
thing, says the local agent for the line 
with the monopoly to Australia. 

APPLES P, 10 - A survey of the problems 
of growing a fruit people miss so much. 

COUNCIL TRANSCRIPT P.12-14 - Loss of 
$228, 000 for 1975/76; Debate on the 
means test questionaire. 
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AUGUST 30TH 1976 was the date 
when the members of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Council had to say what rights 
they thought Pitcairn descendants 
should have if they live elsewhere 
and want to move here. 

Council was finally discussing the 
proposed changes to Norfolk's Immi¬ 
gration Ordinance, after many mon¬ 
ks of delay and postponements in 
facing one of the Island's most emo¬ 
tional questions. 

There was no question in anyone's 
mind, at the meeting, whether the 
Island should restrict immigration. 

It is simply accepted that Norfolk 
is too small to receive everyone 
who might wish to come live here. 

Taking that as a starting point, 
the question that needs answering 
is who should be allowed in -- and 
what special rights, if any, should 
apply to people of Pitcairn Island 
descent. 

At present people of Pitcairn de¬ 
scent have no automatic right to 
move here. It is sometimes assum¬ 
ed that they do; Cr. Bruce McKen- 



ISLAND HANDBOOK P.15-30 - Lift-out 
of facts, calendar, schedules, crossword. 

INTERVIEW P.31-33 - Mr. D.V.O'Leary. 

POWER ON NORFOLK P. 34 - A new solar 
heater owner sings its praises. 

NORFOLK LIVING P.35-38 - Helen Mc- 
Coy, garden notes, "Island Housewife", 
good recipes, what's good at the Bond 

LETTER FROM HOME P.39-40 - What 
people have been doing and saying. 


zie asked if it wasn't automatic for 
overseas Pitcairners to get residence 
rights if they came here. But Ad¬ 
ministrative Officer David Buffett, 
asked to state the policy, said 
"Such is not the case. They are 
given favourable consideration in 
staying on the Island, but that has 
not entitled them to automatic res¬ 
idence. " 

In drawing up a new immigration 
law, should people of Pitcairn de¬ 
scent be assured the right to live 
here if they want to? Potts Buffett, 
while he was Deputy Administra¬ 
tor, thought they should be. His 
proposal was one part of "the Rum- 
pit paper" that Council took as its 
basis for discussing the subject. 

Potts's proposal was that residence 
rights should automatically be giv¬ 
en to anyone of Pitcairn descent 
whose grandparent or parent had 
at any time lived on die Island. 
Members of Council had to take 
a stand on that proposal. 

Crs. Roy Smith and Greg Quintal 
held the most strongly pro-Pitcairn 
point of view, believing that any¬ 
one at all who could trace his or 
her lineage to Pitcairn should be en¬ 
titled to live on Norfolk. 

"The Pitcairners were here first, " 
Roy Smith argued. "They should 
have the right to come back here 
anytime they want to. They came 
here and built the place. It's not 
human to keep them out." 

Greg Quintal said "It is the strong 
belief of the Pitcairn Island descen¬ 
dants that this place was probably 
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given io the Pitcairners. Not many 
Islanders have come back, and I 
don't think we have a problem. " 

Crs. Bill Blucher, Lisle Snell, 

Bruce McKenzie and Geoff Bennett 
took the stand that Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants overseas should only have 
automatic residence if one of their 
parents had lived here -- and that 
others should have to wait theii 
turn along with people not descen¬ 
ded from Pitcairn. 

Crs. Duncan McIntyre and John 
Ryves felt that no one ought to 
have automatic right to move to 
Norfolk, but they did think that 
Pitcairn descendants deserved spec¬ 
ial consideration and should “have 
priority" in being considered for 
residence if they wished it. 

"If their forbears gave up Norfolk 
Island they shouldn't have the right 
to move here, ” Duncan McIntyre 
thought. "Only those who were 
born and grew up here should have 
that right. It's the people who 
know the place and like it who 
should have the right -- not those 
who feel they have an inborn priv¬ 
ilege and want to grab it." 

When the discussion ended, the 
majority voted that Pitcairners 
should automatically get residence 
on application if one of their par¬ 
ents had been resident on Norfolk; 
but that this automatic right should 
not carry on through more than a 
single generation. 

Compared with life in larger and 
perhaps more rational places, life 
on this remote island is often in¬ 
terwoven with legends and beliefs 
that might be considered mere fan¬ 
tasy elsewhere. In a way it is typi¬ 
cal of Norfolk that Council's de¬ 
bate about Pitcairners' rights will 
probably have nothing to do with 
the new immigration law, when 
: t is finally passed. 

At noon on the day of the meet¬ 
ing Councillors had received a me¬ 
morandum from the Acting Ad¬ 
ministrator. It contained die an¬ 
swer to a question raised months 
ago: under Australia’s recent Ra¬ 
cial Discrimination Act, is it le¬ 
gally possible for Norfolk to grant 
any special rights to Pitcairners? 

The Attorney General's Depart¬ 
ment bad studied the question and 
the answer was no. Regardless of 
anyone’s respect for the Pitcairn¬ 
ers' traditional view of Norfolk 
as their homeland, Australia can't 
pass any law that favours or disfavours 
a particular race of people. 

As the Council meeting drew to a 
close Mr. Pickerd read into the rec¬ 
ord an acceptance by Council that 
its discussion had all been carried 


WITH SORROW 
WE RECORD THE DEATHS 
OF THESE NORFOLK 
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ALBERT STUART BAT HIE 
On August 12, in Sydney 


CHARLES PHILIP McCOY 
On August 24 


out in the knowledge of what the At¬ 
torney General had decided. 

To a mainland mind it might seem 
that the discussion had therefore 
been pointless. But it wasn't at all. 

It expressed the formal opinion of 
the Councillors on a matter of very 
great Norfolk Island importance, 
and every Councillor deserves res¬ 
pect for debating the subject plainly 
and taking an honest stand on it. 


...and some criteria 
that are...well... 

THERE WERE OTHER decisions made 
on future immigration matters, less 
emotional but having more probable 
effect on the law as it will actually 
be written. 

Council recommended that there 
be two kinds of entry permits, re¬ 
placing the present system. One 
would be a work permit, good for 
six months. The other would be a 
General Entry Permit, good for one 
year and automatically renewable 
each year unless the holder misbe¬ 
haves. 

Council voted unanimously, how¬ 
ever, that present holders of Enter- 
and-Remain permits should contin¬ 
ue to have all the rights they have 
now. They thus rejected one of the 
Rumpit paper's recommendations, 
that E&R holders be knocked back 
down to the restrictions and annual 
renewals that will apply to the pro¬ 
posed General Entry Permit. 

The restrictions — proposed for 
both six-months' and annual permit 
holders -- are something else again. 
They give the Administrator the 
right to cancel a permit if the hol¬ 
der quits his job or does any work 
not specified in the permit; or if 
he is convicted of anything (theo¬ 
retically including a 5mph speeding 
charge); or if he doesn’t seem to 
fit in; or if.. .well, the Acting Ad¬ 
ministrator's comment was "Even 
though these are criteria, they are 


so mealy-mouthed and euphemistic 
that I'm glad I am leaving on Sat¬ 
urday's airplane. “ 

The Immigration Review Board, 
an informal advisory group appoint¬ 
ed to advise on delicate immigra¬ 
tion decisions, was endorsed by the 
Council, which felt the Board should 
get official status in the new law. 

Council also recommended that 
in the new law automatic residence 
should not be given to someone 
marrying a resident. A mainland 
bride or groom would have to go 
through the same waiting process 
as anyone else with a General En¬ 
try Permit. 


A tremendous support 
for many on Norfolk 

FIFTEEN YEARS ago the Island was 
embroiled in a great controversy 
over local government. A group of 
Councillors who came to be known 
as "the Bloc” wanted a large meas¬ 
ure of independence for Norfolk. 
"They're like a lot of kids stand¬ 
ing outside screeching 'Let me 
ini" said their chief opponent. 

"All they've got to do is open the 
door calmly. 

"Certainly we should have increa¬ 
sing domestic control, but let's 
prove our ability first. 

"The Bloc says the Islanders dis¬ 
like the Australian Administration, 
but they don’t. They're loyal to 
Australia..." 

So said Ab Bathie in 1961. Last 
month we referred to him as Nor¬ 
folk Council's hardest worker and 
wiliest politician. He was also, at 
that moment, a very ill man. He 
had been diagnosed as having lung 
cancer, and went to Sydney for 
tests and treatment. He died there 
in hospital, of a heart attack, on 
August 12th. 

Ab was a tremendous support for 
the Norfolk Island News. He was 
always willing to listen, to advise, 
to point out pitfalls, to present im¬ 
portant facts we did't know, and 
to encourage and compliment. He 
didn’t always agree with us, but 
"for or agin", he always talked 
straight and plain. 

The remarkable thing is that you 
can strike out the words "the Nor¬ 
folk Island News" in that last para¬ 
graph, and substitute any one of 
hundreds of persons or organisations 
on the Island; it was true for an as¬ 
tonishing circle of people. All of 
us share the honour, the good for¬ 
tune and the fun of having been 
his friends. 
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Mainland solution to 
a Norfolk problem? 

NORFOLK CAN'T quite figure out 
what to do about the small weekly 
sum of money that is given to some 
older residents to. help them make 
ends meet. 

The payments are called various 
names/ The Admin calls them "spe¬ 
cial allowances" Some people, 
especially;those who think the $10 
a week is pretty mean, call them 
"the handout" People of a more 
gracious and traditional turn of 
mind refer to them as "the Grace 
and Favour” 

It's generally agreed that the size 
of the allowance ought to be in¬ 
creased, and as a temporary step 
the Administrator, with Council's 
urging, has asked Norfolk’s Minister 
in Canberra to approve a rise to $15 
as soon as possible. This will add 
about $7, 000 to the Island's expen¬ 
ses this financial year. There are 
32 older people receiving the al¬ 
lowance now. They are probably 
(the list is naturally a confidential 
one, out of courtesy) all of old Isl¬ 
and families, because "mainland- 
ers" haven't been permitted to im¬ 


migrate wNOffolk unless they had 
enough worth to assure they would 
not need support from Island funds. 

The Council, seeing Island costs 
going up and up, and seeing Nor¬ 
folk's bank account dwindling rap¬ 
idly, feel the whole allowance sys- 
stem needs to be overhauled; they 
say they'd like to see older people 
getting a decent sum of money, 
but they don't think the Island can 
afford to pay allowances to any¬ 
one but those who would be in ser¬ 
ious strife without help. 

So they recommended to the Ad¬ 
ministrator diit a questionaire be 
prepared and that everyone on the 
list to receive the allowance be re¬ 
quired to fill it out. They asked 
the Administrator to draw up the 
questionaire. Mr. Pickerd found he 
yvas running out of time, as his 
three-month Acting Administrator- 
ship drew to a close; he also ad¬ 
mitted that he was "not, too keen" 
on the idea --.so he has put the 
disagreeable task into the hands of 
David Buffett, the Administrative 
Officer. Unofficially, Mr. Pickerd 
observed that he didn't feel that a 
questionaire should be required from 
anyone now receiving the allowance 
but should be used only for screen¬ 
ing future applicants. 


He has felt uncomfortable all a- 
long about the way the allowance 
system works. He didn't like being 
the one who had to decide whether 
a particular person should be added 
to the list, or removed from it. 
"This is no way to run a social se¬ 
curity system, " he says. "It ought 
to be codified and regularised. " 

A questionaire to determine what 
financial means a person has can 
be quite an invasion of privacy -- 
even though the facts are kept con¬ 
fidential to a handful of Admin and 
Council people who need to know 
them. If it's a proper questionaire 
it will require the individual to say 
what earnings they have from part- 
time work, selling vegies, renting 
land or a room, regular support from 
relatives, interest on savings, and 
so forth. The questionaire would 
also surely want to know what assets 
the person has: furniture, personal 
effects, historical articles, animals, 
farm or garden machinery, debts 
collectable, the value of any insu¬ 
rance policies — and, of course, the 
value of any land owned, and any 
house or other buildings on it. 

There’s the rub, on Norfolk. 

On Norfolk land has profound mean 
ing, far beyond its cash value. For 
generations, owning a bit of land 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOMPDF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations ring 2255 
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Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available Box 64 
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uas meant that you had the tight to 
be who you ate. It has meant that 
if you fail to show up fot work, just 
ecause you don’t want to, and the 
boss comes to see why you're slack¬ 
ing off, you could look him in the 
eye and say "get off my land. " 
Should an old person with no regu- 
jr income be granted a weekly al- 
owance even though the person's 
inancial worth is, say, $30,000 
worth of house and land? Or, to put 
« another way, has the old-time 
Norfolk view of land become old- 
ashioned, and should we now adop* 
the mainland view that land, like 
everything else, is reducible to its 
cash value? 

In large countries everywhere, it 
is necessary to "codify and regular¬ 
ise" many matters, because there 
are so many people around that to 
die Government they become anony¬ 
mous. One rule must be made to 
fit all: Mr. X, Mrs. Y. Miss Z. 

That isn't the case on Norfolk. 

No one here Is anonymous. It is 
possible under these circumstances 
to consider each person as a real, 
live individual. It's harder to turn 
down a real, live person than it is 
to write a rule covering a lot of a- 
nonymous persons; but that’s part 
of the burden of living in a human 
world. 

One thoughtful resident described 
the questionaire as "a mainland 
solution to a Norfolk problem. ” 

He then wisely added "Often the 
best solution to a problem is actu¬ 
ally the existing way of handling 

Norfolk has many existing ways 
of handling problems, and they 
have helped create a small society 
that many former mainlanders 
have found more nourishing than 
the more codified societies they 
left behind. Let us be slow to 
change what in general works so 
well. 


Rising Admin wages 
have some unwanted 
side-effects 

THE RISING COST of wages for the 
Island's Administration staff is hav¬ 
ing wider effects on Norfolk all the 
time. 

Early in 1913 it was decided by 
the Minister that Norfolk public 
service wages and benefits should 
be set at 90$ of the Australian lev¬ 
els. The intention was that Norfolk 
wages should "proceed to equity in 
due course". Since then local pub¬ 
lic servants have received the full 


amount of increases granted in Aus¬ 
tralia. Their wages are now about 
93$ of Australian levels. The latest 
rise was on July 1st, when their wa¬ 
ges generally went up 6. 5$. 

When you consider that local earn¬ 
ings are tax-free, Norfolk public 
servants are probably getting more 
take-home pay than if they were em¬ 
ployed in Canberra. 

They're certainly getting more 
than most people working at other 
Jobs on Norfolk -- shop assistants, 
hotel employees, secretaries and so 
on. Many such people would love to 
be able to land a job with the Admin, 
simply because the pay and conditions 
are so good. Scarcely any of them 
begrudge Admin employees the wa¬ 
ges they get; they just envy them, 
and would be glad to change places 
with them. 

But there are side effects that are 
not so good. Rises at the Admin in 
the long run must lift the going rate 
for jobs in Burnt Pine, which means 
higher costs for shopkeepers, which 
means higher prices on their goods 
-- and that hits everyone whose in¬ 
come isn't hitched to automatic 
rises every so often. 

More important for the Island's 
future generations, • every rise at the 
Admin makes Norfolk just that much 
less able to balance its budget. We 
will be about $100, 000 in the red 
this year. Such losses can be made 
up by taking money out of Norfolk's 
past savings, but those savings are 
going to be all spent in another two 
years, on present indications. After 
that we'll be able to operate in die 
red only with much larger grants 
from Australia --and Bang goes one 
of the soundest present arguments 
for Norfolk's having local authority 
to manage its own finances. 


Letter to the Editor 


"Whether or not you are right In 
expressing confidence that the New 
Zealand Government's 10 percent tax 
on travellers' overseas payments will 
adversely affect the Norfolk Island 
tourist wade remains to be seen. 

"But 1 am amazed that-you should 
approve the right of any government 
to penalize its citizens for wishing 
to spend their own money on overseas 
wavel - and call it sound economics'. 
If this is sound economics, so is high¬ 
way robbery. 

Yours etc., 

PETER MIDDLETON 


SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-San 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use, 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible, 
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPUE8 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS ♦ GREETING 
CARPS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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CHINON 



DIRECT SOUND SUPER-EIGHT 

MODEL XL 255 $229.50 

MODEL 605 S $245.00 

MODEL 606 S $266.00 

MODEL 805 S $269.00 

MODEL 806 SM $296.00 

MODEL 1200 SM $396.00 

INCLUDES 
CARRY CASE AND 
MICROPHONE 













LOCAL SHIPPING MAN SAYS MONOPOLY ISN'T BEST FOR NORFOLK 

- EVEN THOUGH HE'S AGENT FOR THE COMPANY WITH THE MONOPOLY 


WHEN THERE WERE TWO shipping 
lines competing for ocean freight 
between Australia and Norfolk, it 
was the general impression on the 
Island that there just wasn't enough 
cargo to allow both lines to make 
a reasonable profit. 

When Karlander lines withdrew 
from the service recently, it seem¬ 
ed logical to assume that C.C. C., 
which inherited a monopoly, would 
do very nicely, thank you. 

But in discussions about die fut¬ 
ure of Norfolk shipping services, 
C.C.C.'s local agents are put¬ 
ting the point that monopoly is 
not in the Island's best interests. 

In this statement by Geoff Ben¬ 
nett, one of the principals of South 
Pacific Shipping and Travel Ser¬ 
vice (the C.C. C. agents), some 
of the complexities of the situation 
are described. 


’THE SEEKING of firm proposals 
from interested shipping lines for 
the sole right to service Norfolk 
Island is tantamount to giving one 
single carrier the absolute monopoly 
and this is not in the best interests 
of the Norfolk Island community, 
for it would be very difficult to 
extract from a contractual system 
should it prove unsuccessful. 

"It must be realised that if the 
object of the contract is to stabi¬ 
lize freight rates for a given period, 
it is unlikely that a prudent ship 
owner conversant with Australian 
conditions, and to a lesser degree 
New Zealand conditions, would be 
able and/or willing to give a firm 
rate without providing for steve¬ 
doring increases which are beyond 
his control. The stevedoring in¬ 
dustry in Australia is undergoing a 
lot of changes. The Government 
role of controlling the stevedoring 
industry ceases at the end of this 
year and no-one, certainly no ship¬ 
owner, knows or can predict what 
effect this is going to have on the 
industry and its costs. 

"Even if an owner is prepared to 
contract for a given period, he will 
probably do this in the knowledge 
that once he has established his posi¬ 
tion at Norfolk Island, and has driven 
out present operators, it is doubtful 
that the present operators would be 
in a position to return at the expi¬ 
ation of the contract. They can¬ 
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not wait for Norfolk Island to invite 
them back and will either have 
other commitments for their vessels 
or no longer have a suitable vessel 
to serve Norfolk Island. Obviously, 
the original contract holder then 
has Norfolk Island at his merfcy. If 
the original contractor did not per¬ 
form satisfactorily, we have little 
option but to accept his terms, for 
ships are unlike taxicabs and are 
not readily available. 

"If the contract provides for a 
fixed rate, a rise and fall clause 
would inevitably be applied where¬ 
by increases in stevedoring costs 
may be passed on, and this means 
we're no better off than at present. 

"It appears that some elements 
on Norfolk consider the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and trade a prize every shipping 
company wants to win. Does it 
occur to these people that, unlike 
other ports, there is little that can 
be done to effect worthwhile savings 
in operational expenses. The trade 
cannot be containerised, can only 
partly be unitised, and, even if dis¬ 
charge is not prevented by rain, the 
ship may still not be able to work 
as a result of ocean conditions. 

"Norfolk Island can, under present 
conditions, be served only by a 
limited number of ships - containers 
are out, and so are swinging derricks 
and cranes. To find a suitable ship is 
becoming increasingly difficult, and 
is likely to be less suitable for the 
other port or ports of the ship owner's 
operation. Profits, if any, made out 
of a monopoly are reduced by increased 
expenses in other ports. (That is, as 
in all probability, the contractor must 
combine the Norfolk Island service 
with other areas.) The Administra¬ 
tion will probably demand a guarantee 
that Norfolk Island cargo be discharged 
regardless of delays to the vessel that 
waits for the weather to improve. If 
the Council allows this proposal to get 
off the ground they will therefore, of 
course, be quite happy to guarantee 
the contractor a price for discharging 
the vessel and, to make the contract 
more attractive, would no doubt be 
prepared to indemnify the contractor 
against weather delays at Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, and the fixed rate would, of 
course, be regardless of hours worked, 
of men employed and whether en¬ 
gaged in ordinary or overtime hours. 

”Th6 contractor will no doubt de¬ 
mand a demurrage clause whereby 
the Administration pays a set amount 
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per day for delays waiting for the 
weather to improve. Presumably the 
demurrage costs will ultimately be 
borne by the consignee. Presumably, 
in return, the Administration would 
provide a penalty clause provided for 
a "penalty for non-performance". 
However, the penalty clause does not 
provide another service at the drop 
of a hat. 

"Finally, with a guaranteed trade 
and guaranteed employment for the 
vessel, maybe the banks and other 
leading institutions would be only 
too happy to accept the Government 
contract as a suitable security for the 
purchase of a Norfolk Island owned 
and operated vessel. 

"In my opinion, monopolistic 
situations provide little, advantage 
to those at this end, and, as has 
been outlined earlier, are likely to 
drift into apathetic situations. 
Competition on the other hand, 
creates some quality in the service 
and helps to keep freight increases 
to a minimum, as the service rather 
than the operators is providing the 
increase. These increases are appli¬ 
ed to and granted by the Shippers 
Council, a body of exporters and 
manufacturers who have a vested in¬ 
terest in keeping freight increases 
to a minimum, by their being com¬ 
petitors in a competitive world 
market-price situation. As an al¬ 
ternative to this proposed monopol¬ 
istic situation, perhaps we should 
be seeking ways and means of im¬ 
proving our "at home” situation to 
be in a position to handle modern 
cargo handling methods, as are many 
of our neighbouring islands who once 
had similar sets of circumstances, 
or encouraging other shipping com¬ 
panies to enter the trade in direct 
competition. 

"There is, of course, a prece¬ 
dent for Government created ship¬ 
ping monopolies. One that readily 
comes to mind is the service to 
Wallis and Futuna Island from Nou¬ 
mea. No doubt Norfolk Island read¬ 
ers of P. I. M. and other regional ' 
Pacific publications will recall how 
18 months or so ago'the Managing Di¬ 
rector of a leading shipping line and 
the French Resident Commissioner at 
Wallis Island barely escaped with 
their lives from Wallis when there was 
a near revolution in both Wallis and 
Futuna Islands, caused by the people's 
dissatisfaction at this Government- 
created monopoly. " 
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APPLES: nearly as much trouble here as in the garden of edf 


IMPORTED APPLES are forbidden 
fruit on Norfolk and so many an 
islander tempted by the thought of 
a crisp, juicy apple has planted 
himself an apple tree or two. 

Alas, most apple trees prove to 
be only half-hearted immigrants. 

Still, given tender, loving care, 
apples can be grown on Norfolk. 

Perhaps the island's first apple 
orchardist was'Dr. Peter Herbert 
Metcalf,"., a medico who arrived 
in 1879 and stayed till 1913. 

His daughter, Mrs. Kate McPher¬ 
son of Burnt Pine, cast her mind back 
almost a century to recall how it all 
began. 

"Father used to long for apples, 
she said. So Dr. Metcalf wrote to 
his father and brother back in Eng¬ 
land, also keen horticulturists, 
and they sent him out seeds. 

Dr. Metcalfe had a well-she’.tered 
valley near the house ploughed, 
and the ground was well manured. 
Collecting cow manure was a chore 
for the children. 

The 12 seedlings were planted in 
two rows. As the trees matured Dr. 


Metcalfe grafted, branches from the 
better apples on to the less success^- 
ful. 

Young Kate's favorite was call¬ 
ed 'Russet Brown', small and slight¬ 
ly flattened, with a brown, suede- 
like skin but with a superb flavor, 
something like a cross between an 
apple, a pineapple and a pear. 

The first essential is that apple 
trees must be sheltered from the 
salt-laden winds, or the leaves will 
burn badly. A secluded valley is 
still the best bet, but if you don't 
have one handy, you must organise 
a windbreak. 

Mr. Ray Nobbs, a graduate of 
the Hawkesbury Agricultural Coll¬ 
ege and a veteran Norfolk farmer, 
put in two apple trees when he 
moved to his new house on the 
southern slopes of Bennetts Flat some 
years ago. The home garden was 
exposed to the prevailing south- 
easterlies, which at times blows 
up to 30 knots for two or three days. 

He built wooden windbreaks to 
shelter the trees until a hedge planted 
at the same time grew sufficiently to 


provide protection. 

Denzil Forrester, of Hundred At 
a retired New Zealand orchardist, 
rigs a black plastic mesh screen in 
front of his trees to take the sting 
of the worst winds. 

It must be admitted that Denzil, 
who still retains a passion for apple ? 
is less than enthusiastic about Nor 
folk's possibilities for an orchard. 

In the right climate a mature 
apple grafted on dwarfing stock 
should produce six to eight cases o ! 
fruit a year — that’s 240 lbs. to 
320 lbs. per tree. 

Since there are between 125 and 
138 apples a case, depending on the 
size of the apple, that's somewherc- 
in the vicinity of 1000 apples per in 
per ye^r. 

But not on Norfolk 

By contrast, a mature tree on Nor 
folk will produce maybe three or 
four dozen. 

The question of suitable grafting 
stock is interesting and may account 
for the failure of many imported 


S^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXV 

X RAINES 

12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

E OF NORFOLK’S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... 

Luncheon "^Garrison Courtyard 

IIMTICD THC CDDC ITVMr * VA/' * nn Tnrr • 



UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE 

CHOOSE YOUR OWN THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEALAND STEAK 
AND GRILLE IT YOURSELF OVER THE GLOWING CHARCOAL FIRE 

$3. 7 5 includes bowls of crisp tossed salad 
and wonderful hot French bread and butter 

Children’s portions available 


G the . 

arrison 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 


N IN THE EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri-and Sat.; please book-2073 
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trees. 

An apple grown from seed may be 
20 years or more before fruiting. 

Fruiting stock grafted on to the 
seedling scion will fruit in a couple 
of years, although still taking time 
to grow to maturity. 

In cooler climates dwarfing stock 
is used, which has the effect of keep¬ 
ing the tree smaller and easier to 
manage, and encouraging it to put 
energy into forming fruit instead of 
branches. 

But this is hardly necessary on Nor¬ 
folk, where you have great diffi¬ 
culty in coaxing a tree above four or 
five feet. 

In fact, in the memory of at least 
one islander. Dr. Metcalfe's Russet 
Browns may have been the only trees 
that ever grew big enough for a child 
to climb ---10 to 12 feet high. 

"I think here you would want the 
most vigorous stock you could get, ” 
Denzil said. 

Typically, an imported tree grows 
furiously in its first year on Norfolk, 
rejoicing the heart of the owner. Then 
it just about stops for the rest of its 
life. . 

"You don’t have to prune them, be¬ 
cause they don't mature," Denzil 
said. 

Manning is desirable, and Denzil 
suggested a complete fertiliser — 
the nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium 
type, at a rate, say, of four hand¬ 
fuls for a four foot tree. 

Ray Nobbs arrived independently 
at the same conclusion, but using a 
different schedule. He started with 
superphosphate; followed at the 
start of spring with four or five hand¬ 
fuls of sulphate of ammonia scattered 
as far round the tree as the limbs ex¬ 
tend, to help the tree produce leaves; 
and then some woodash to help form 
the buds. 

Denzil listed a few diseases and 
pests a Norfolk apple-grower might 
encounter. Birds like silvereyes and 
the imported blackbird --a notorious 
fruit thief — are likely to take their 
toll. 

A few trees are likely to succumb 
to the fungus phytophthera cactorum, 
which strikes unpredictably and at 
random. Out of every four apple 
trees, you can expect to lose one 
to this fungus over a period of, say, 

20 years - no great disaster for an 
amateur, but a serious loss to a pro¬ 
fessional grower. Watering tends to 
worsen the effects of this fungus. 

Another fungus causes bitter rot, 
but it can be controlled by spray¬ 
ing, and so can the pest codlin moth; 
but you must spray every three weeks 
from petal fall to picking. 
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Anyone with a large number of 
trees will encounter codlin moth, 
Denzil said. 

Cec Barkman, who has 40 trees 
comprising nine varieties out at One 
Hundred Acres, said he had codlin 
moth sure enough. 

However, said Cec, his worst 
pest was the two-legged apple-fancier, 
which every year accounted for most 
of his modest crop. 

In fact, last year was the first time 
he really brought in a harvest of 
apples -- it was a freak -year (which 
happens now and again on Norfolk) 
and the apples cropped twice. The 
predatory fruit-fanciers didn't real¬ 
ize there was a second crop,-and Cec 
hit the jackpot. 

Cec's nine varieties include the 
Tropical, bred specially for warmer 
climates. But Cec believes it doesn't 
bear much better than orthodox varie¬ 
ties. 

The impressively large, red Tropi¬ 
cal apple stirs different emotions 
in different breasts. 

Denzil said he thought the Tropi¬ 
cal might well do better than his own 
personal favorite, Geniton Giant, on 
Norfolk, but speaking personally, he 
would just as soon eat a piece of flan¬ 
nel. 

Ray said he didn't fancy the Tropi¬ 
cal himself, but many did. The 
secret of a good Tropical apple might 
be leaving it on the tree until it was 
thoroughly ripe, and the last traces 
of green skin turned yellow. 

He preferred Rome Beauty, and 
had done quite well with three or four 
of this variety when farming at Head¬ 
stone. Some people enjoyed success 
with Granny Smith. 

Can apples be grown here commer¬ 
cially? 

Roy Nobbs, out at Rocky Point, 
ia determined to find out. He has 
already planted 40 Tropicals, and has 
another 90 on order to be flown over 
as soon as possible. 

The farm is exceedingly well shel¬ 
tered. Roy was prepared to give the 
trees whatever they heeded in the 
way of fertilisers and extra water -- 
a mature tree transpires over 200 
gallons of water a day in hot weather. 

Given the full treatment, the trees 
should yield bigger crops, Roy said. 

Apart from the initial cost of the 
trees (the going rate is $10 for a Trop¬ 
ical and $6 for other varieties) the 
experimental orchard would not tie 
up too much money. 

After all, the land was there, and 
there was without a doubt a great 
demand on Norfolk for fresh apples. 

There should be a small crop by 
Christmas or early January, Roy said. 
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flights depart at 
12«15pa * 
every 
WEDNESDAY 
FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

and 

SUNDAY 

to A U C K L A N D 

where connecting 

flights 

are available 

to other N.Z. 

destinations 

and 

Dally 0C10 Flights 
to Los Angeles • 

with connections 
to LONDON 

consult ^ 

BURNS 
P H I L P 
TRAVEL 
at Burnt Pin* 
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fS\ In nft FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

(5OUNCILIJRANSCRIPT =—■ 


f FOLLOWING a period when the Isl- 
I and was fully self-supporting , the 
I financial results for the year ended 
I June 30, 1976 were bad news. Big 
I spending and the effects of infla- 
I tion put Norfolk way into the red. 

I Here's how Chairman E.T. Pickerd 
• described the results: 

Chairman: " The total revenue 
amounted to $1, 382,516 which, 
incidentally, exceeded the 
approved revised estimates by 
some $126, 000. 

"In closed session, gentlemen, 
the details that I've given you there, 
plus the statistical figures, can be 
debated in full. 

"The total expenditure was 
$1, 611, 057 which was $150, 000 less 
than estimated. So, in essence, 
even after the final revised esti¬ 
mates, we received more money 
than we anticipated and we paid 
out less than we anticipated. 

"However, as I state under 
expenditure, re-votes, which are 
those items that have already been 
set in motion but which were not 
achieved during the past financial 
year and for which provision was 
already made in that particular 
year, amount to $89, 000 and the 
expenditure on those items will be 
achieved this year. 

"So. in essence, taking' that 
$89, 000 away from the $150, 000 
odd, your expenditure was $61, 000 
odd less than the approved estimates 
in the nett sense. 

losses last year and 
this year will eat up 
2/3 of N.I.’s savings 

"The expenditure exceeded 
revenue by $228, 542 for the year. 
That deficit is less than the origin¬ 
al planned deficit. I suppose, 
generally speaking, we can say it 
was a better than expected year. 

■ "Now this deficit will reduce 
the balance in the revenue account 
from what it was at the 1st July, 

1975 to $407, 928 at 1st July. 1976 
and this should allow, after taking 
into consideration the planned 
deficit for this year, a figure of 
about $210, 000 at the end of the 
current fiscal year after allowing 
for the re-votes of $89, 000 and the 
budgeted deficit of $109, 000. 


"Any questions gentlemen. We 
will be discussing the details of 
the performance of the year at your 
will in closed session. 

"In the liquor trading account, 
you will see that profit for the year 
amounted to $183, 801 on a total of 
just on $700, 000 covering sales, 
paid claims and stock-in-hand at 
30th June, and that profit, if taken 
as a percentage of that $700, 000, 
shows a nett profit rate of 26.3 
as against the total cost of sales, 
claims and stock at the end of the 
year. 

"I'll move on gentlemen, if I 
may, to the undertaking accounts. 

I suppose it's no good pulling pun - 
ches - we'll go to the one that's 
going to hurt most - the electricity 
undertaking, and you will observe 
that the electricity undertaking 
made a loss of $51, 683 for the year, 
which is substantial. But I would 
like to report in detail at this stage 
some of the reasons for that and 
I’ll read from the mrmorandum: 

* 'There are several factors 
which combine to give this 
high figure and they are set 
out below. 

'Firstly, during die year, meter 
reading was changed to four 
monthly instead of quarterly. 

Now this means that a larger 
number of units are recorded 
on un-read meters at 30th June 
and would have been the carry¬ 
over from the previous financial 
year. It's estimated that this 
would amount to about $25, 000 
so, in essense, had we read the 
meters quarterly, that income 
would have appeared in this 
particular fiscal year and re¬ 
duced loss accordingly. 

'Furthermore, the Department 
of Transport who do the servic¬ 
ing of our power house in August 
and November, which are months 
in this fiscal year, forwarded 
additional accounts as adjust¬ 
ments to the previous financial 
year.' 

"As you know, this is one of the 
unsatisfactory arrangements that we 
have at the present moment and 
that is that we have no way of pre¬ 
dicting what our maintenance and 
repair costs, and operation costs, 
are relative to the power house. 

"Now, we've closed up our books 
for last year so we have no alter¬ 


native but to include this $9, 000 
in this year’s figures, although it 
was really a charge against last 
year's figures. So when you look 
at the comparative figures for the 
three years in the table, you should 
increase last year by $9, 000 and 
decrease this year by $9, 000 to 
get the proper prospective. 

'It was also decided to pur¬ 
chase an oil separator out of the 
maintenance account and, as 
this is intended to keep main¬ 
tenance and lubricating oil cost 
down in the future - - this cost 
just on $6, 000 -- this is a worth¬ 
while asset, the benefits of which 
we hope will be reflected in fu¬ 
ture years. ' 

"Taking these three things into 
account, the actual trading loss is 
about $11, 000 - almost $12, 000. 

"The unit selling price was in¬ 
creased to 12c last March and no 
benefit has been received from this 
increase as a large proportion of the 
units at this rate would be on the 
unread meters. At the end of next 
year we will have our first full year 
under the new meter reading arrange¬ 
ments, so the. year should give a 
more representative financial pic¬ 
ture. 

”$11, 954 of the accumulated prof¬ 
its at 30th June was spent on capi¬ 
tal assets during the year. 

A veiled hint: 
another electricity 
rise to be considered 

"As 1 said in the final note gentle¬ 
men, and 1 wouldn't want councillors 
or the public to start 'beating the gun’, 
but there’s little alternative in view 
of this report but to ask the Interim 
Electricity Board to consider the fi¬ 
nancial situation of the electrical 
undertaking in the light of this re¬ 
port, and in the light of further gen¬ 
erating capacity that we’ll have in 
this particular year, and seek their 
advice. 

"As I pointed out, the proposal to 
take over the power house is about 
to go forward and the Interim Elec¬ 
tricity Board has assessed that the 
power house maintenance and opera¬ 
tion costs can be substantially re¬ 
duced if we take over the mainten¬ 
ance ourselves." 
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people -- it's going to tell you how 
much they earn - 1 it's got no bear¬ 
ing on how much they ought to get, 
unless you’re going to decide by 
some other resolution what they ought 
to get and give them the difference 
between the two. 

" Now is it a means test or not a 
means test? You've got to clear 
your minds on this gentlemen. 

Cr Snell: That's O. K. Mr. Chair¬ 
man. ..." 

Chairman: "I'm not clear what you 
mean councillors." 

Cr. McIntyre;- "Well, this is the 
situation Mr. Chairman. The Coun¬ 
cil met in committee, or the Social 
& Welfare Committee met, last 
Wednesday. They met to deal with 
die situation and they were united, 
in my recollection, by the deter¬ 
mination that $10 was not enough 
and that we should do something at 

Chairman: "Well that's another mo¬ 
tion, isn’t it?" 

Cr. McIntyre; "Yes, it is another 
motion but they were also concern¬ 
ed that there was no data . base 
for forming a policy. 

"Now, who should get what money, 
where do we divorce the sentiments 
from the facts when we are trying to 
serve the needs of the community. 

We must have a data base --we 
must have information. Therefore 
the first thing that’s got to be done 
before we can sort ourselves out, 
before we can answer some of the 
questions you're suggesting, is to 
know what is going on out there -- 
what are the needs -- who has what 
money -- who needs what money, 
and the purpose of the present resolu¬ 
tion is to make the committee's 
function - that is to say on a con¬ 
tinuing basis - on such matters as 
the special allowance, to give it a 
basis....' 

Chairman: ”1 would disagree with 
that Cr. McIntyre, if 1 can inter¬ 
pose. Would somebody define for 
me the phrase 'to determine the 
means of the people who presently 
receive the allowance'. I would 
have interpreted that, had I been 
left alone to prepare the question¬ 
naire, to find out what income 
these people have --is that what 
you want -- income and assets? 

Well, OK! " 

Cr. Ryves; "Well, sir, I think 
Cr Snell, when he said that this 
had been a contentious issue, hit 
the nail on the head because the 
very fact of going out to these old 
people and asking them to fill in 
a questionnaire in the form of a 
means test is one that is going to 
cause them a tremendous amount 


of mental stress, and I believe that 
we should offset this mental stress 
by the appointing of some of the 
more respected senior people on the 
island to form a small committee 
to whom these people could turn to 
in confidence to seek assurance that 
what the papers are about, what the 
Council is trying to do and what 
they're trying to seek out is a solu¬ 
tion to a problem that is going to be 
for their benefit in the long run. 

"1 think a cold, hard questionnaire 
going to them is going to upset some 
of them greatly and I believe that 
there should be some form of explana¬ 
tion in trusted citizens fpr them to 
turn to to seek the type of consolation 
they'll need in filling in this form." 
Cr. Quintal: "Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

I feel that a questionnaire should 
not go out to the senior citizens 
and I'd like to support the remarks 
made by Cr. Ryves where he said 
that we could ask certain persons on 
the island to approach the senior 
citizens, and there are quite a few 
on the island on different bodies 
that do work for the benefit of the 
community and the elderly citizens. 
They would be quite capable of 
approaching the elderly citizens in 
the right manner. 

"I feel that a personal approach 
would do a lot more good than a 


straight-out questionnaire." 

Chairman: "Do you want to move 
the amendment that the manner in 
determining the means of the people 
who presently receive the special 
allowance should be by direct 
approach of island people nominated 
by Council." 

Cr. Quintal: "Yes, I would move 
that. " (This motion by Cr. Quintal 
lapsed because there was no second.) 
Cr. Ryves; "What I put forward was 
that the questionnaire have stated 
on the bottom that certain people 
would be able to answer questions 
for the old people, if they had 
difficulty or a misunderstanding 
about the purpose of the questionnaire. 

"You could form some responsible 
authority on the island - - there are 
a number of them working towards 
this goal at the moment -- and that 
was die idea behind what 1 said - 
that the questionnaire would go 
through but these people would be 
nominated to answer questions on it." 
Chairman: "Any further discussion?" 
Cr. Blucher: "Yes, Mr. Chairman... 

"The motion is quite clear Mr. 
Chairman -- that the Administrator 
be asked to prepare a questionnaire 
because if these people can't answer 
you how the heck are we going to 
know what they need. ” 


COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 

THREE COLOUR MOVIES 


“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN" 

A MUST FOR ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 130 PEOPLE. 

THIS PROGRAM IS EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
AND IS SHOWN EARLY IN THE WEEK. 


Information and tickets at .. 


HIBISCUS RADIO 

PHONE: 2258 
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^ what’s on 
^where to find it 

► best shopping 
^Norfolk calendar 

► tides-sun-moon 


^ opening & closing times 
^ airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 
^shipping information 
► Island map 
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(Norfolk Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WOR 

OMEGA watches 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE W OR LIT-F A MO US LADIES AND GENTS 


T IS SOT watches 

LANCO watches 

/j ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

WROUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 

/ Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


RQUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

rvl SHOP AT 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO, 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

O. T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
(g>HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 
★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nbcil 7 ruvc 7 Qfl *hi 0 (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrLN i UAlO I ««3u 3D 10 «? pffl only from 9 am to 7 prii -- sorry about that- ) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 









PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE : Open 8. 54am-12.30pm 
and 1.15pm-5pm weekdays only. (Yes, 
8.54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it’s an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure times. 

TELEPHONES : Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia cr NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; > At P.d. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N. 1. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
lOam-lpm and 2pm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings. but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sim; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3jjpm Mon - Sat. 10am - 7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and fc-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ : Burnt Pine Office 
open 9 t 5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school l ! 0am; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH -DA Y AD VENT1ST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon, 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PAINTINGS, WEAVINGS. ,. LOVELY IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 











SEIKO 

Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Changirg the world's 
standaraof accuracy. 


TheSeiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz $& 


SEIKO: 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







n 'Norfolk Island 


MON TUE 

HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN SEPTEMBER—— 
September 6, 1849; Fletcher Christian was widow, Mauatua, died on Pitcairn at the 

frightened by seeing a hair seal at Pitcairn; age of about 80. 

he thought it might be a ghost. September 23, 1764 : Fletcher Christian's 

September 9, 1804 ; Cdpt. John Piper lifter birthday. 

whom Sydney’s Point Piper is namedjjbecame September 28. 1800: Philip Gidley King, 
Commandant of the Norfolk Island co|ony. who founded the firSt Norfolk settlement, 

September 16, 1871 : Bishop Patteson was became Governor of New South Wales, 

killed at Nukapu, near Santa Cruz. ^t. Bar- September 30, 1808: With the first settle- 

nabas Chapel was built in his memory. ment closing down, Norfolk's population 

September 19, 184: : Fletcher Christian's w as 250 people and about 3, 000 sheep. 
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WED 

I Rise 0632, Set 0603 
H0112 L0718 
H1344 L1952 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•Council meeting(A2, 00p 
•C 'm'dants Dinner (7. 3u>, 



5 Rise 0628, Set 0605 
H0510 L1125 
H1752 L2356 
•Church services 
•Film,sm’b , d(VV7.30p) 
•Football - (KO) 

Juniors 1pm 
Seniors 3.30 


6 Rise 0627. Set 0605 
H0619 L1221 
H1856 

•Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

• Sm’b’d (SP) 

☆ 


7 Rise 0625, Set 0606 
L0050 H0721 
L1313 H1951 
•FUms(Pds & LC) 
•Darts (RSL) 


8 Rise 0624, Set 0606 
L0137 H08:-3 
. L1401 H2039 
• Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 
•C'm'dants Dinner(7.30G) 
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Rise 0619, Set 0608 
L0419 H1053 
L1637 H2311 


•Church services 


•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 


•Football - (KO) 


Juniors 1pm 
Seniors 3.30 


Fifl O ^ 0618, Set 0609 

, t I O L0456 H1129 
L1714H2348 

■*. •Housie(LC) , 

h •Film(Nlk) 

■'? •Sm'b’d(SP) 

BACK TO SChOOL 
Holiday over 
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Rise 0617, Set 0609 
L0535 H1206 


L1752 


• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 


15 


Rise 0616, Set 0610 
H0025 L0619 


H1246 L1842 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

•Film (Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•C'm'dants Dinner (7.3 cc 


il O ^ 06U > Set 0612 

11 ^ H0321 L0953 

QA Rise 0610, Set 0612 

H0419 l 10 47 

«f Rise 0608, Set 0613 

Sbi 1 H0524 L1141 

O O Rise 0607, Set 06 
L0016 H0631 

H1550 L2224 

H1650 L2318 

H1756 

L1234H1859 

• Church services 

•Housie(LC) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Film, $m’b'd(VV) 

• Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Darts(RSL) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Football - (KO) 

•Sm'b’d(SP) 


•Open night(Nlk) 

Juniors 1pm 

Seniors 3.30 


• C'm’dants Dinner (7.3CK 


☆ 





<Q) Rise 0602. Set 0615 

O L0327 H1005 

<0 Rise 0601, Set 0616 

4L I L0414H1063 

O O Rise °559. Set 0616 
0 L0604 H1142 

O Q Rise 0558 • Ser 061 

H0005 L0558 

L1551 H2224 

L1640 H2313 

1 L1733 

H1233 L1832 

• Church services 

•Housie(LC) 

•Filn*(Pds & LC) 

•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•Film(Pds) 

• Football - (KO) 

•Sm'b’d(SP) 

☆ 

•Open night(Nlk) 

Juniors 1pm 


• C'm'dants Dinner (7.30i_ 


Seniors 3.30 



CALENDAR “ 


THU 

2 Rise 0631, Set 0603 
H0204 L0823 
H1439 L2058 
• Housie(LC) 

«BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
#>Rotary(SP6,30p) 


FRI 

3 Rise 0630, Set 0604 
H0300 L0927 
H1539 L2201 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) " 
•Open night(P&> 


SAT 

4 Rise 0629, Set 0604 
H0401 LI 02 8 
H1644 L2300 
•SDA service 
• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


Q 


Rise 0623, Set 0607 
L0225 H0858 
L1444 H2121 


•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

@Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) * 


☆ 


li A Rise 0622, Set 0607 
IU L0305 H0939 
L1523 H2159 
•Film (RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


11 


Rise 0621, Set 0608 
L0343 H1017 
L1600 H2236 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 
set - Sunset 
H - High tide 
L - Low tide 
a - a. m. 
p -p.m. 


LOCATIONS 


16 


Rise 0615, Set 0610 
H0101 L0708 
H1326 L1936 


•Housie(LC) 
f BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
»3>Rotary(SP6.30p) 



☆ 


23 


Rise 0606, Set 0614 
L0103 H 0731 
L1326 H1955 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
@Rotary(SP6.30) 



☆ 


30 


Rise 0557. Set 0617 
H0053 L0669 
H1325 L1936 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(8. OORSL) 
•Rotary(6.30SP) 



☆ 


^ Rise 0614, Set 0611 
I # H0146 L0803 
H1408 L2033 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


18 


Rise 0612, Set 0611 
H0231 L0859 
H1457 L2129 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


24 


Rise 0604, Set 0614 
L0152 H0826 
L1415 H2047 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


25 


Rise 0603, Set 0615 
L0240 H0916 
Lift 00 H2136 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



A - Administration 

Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP Bicentennial Park 
BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Gariison Rest, 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

-RSL - R, S. L. Club 

Scl - N. I. School 

SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP - South Pacific 

StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV -Valley View 

YC Youth Centre 


V f 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 


and 


amber 


from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. META KIENHUIZE 


Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 




BEST BUYS 


YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us; 

Proud's :“Omega watches”. 
£ameiralines: "We are discounting 
on the Minolta Autopak-8 D movie 
cameras --the 8D4, for example, 
was $125 and is now $84. ” 

Miltons; "The Topcon IC-1 35mm 
camera with electronic shutter con¬ 
trol and fully automatic exposures 
and thru-the-lens metering, $139.95. 

"We have also reduced the price 
on Seiko watches by 20$, and have 
the Island's biggest range of them. " 
The Norfolk Trader; "The Braun 


Synchron Plus foil shaver, for 
only $29. 50." 

The' Milk Bar ; "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four even¬ 
ings a week, planes permitting." 
Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale a good shops in Burnt Pine." 
International Duty-Free : "JVC 
stereo. We have a new shipment 
of amplifiers, tuner-amps, decks, 
speakers etc. and they are on sale 
at discounted prices." 

Kamak Trading : "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronis watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75." 


■CB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

■ SB 

S 

ACROSS 

1. Catsfoot 

2. Once around 

6. Pain 

8. Body chemical 


11. Sailed from Pitcairn 

13. Ode 

14. Convict’s sentence 

15. Stack 

18. Be 

19. Hotels 

21. Not human 

23. Beer 

24. Grass 

26. Tipped over 

27. Departure 
DOWN 

1. Native to Lord Howe 
3. Father 


4. Norfolk Island island 

5. Ruin at Kingston 

7. Judge 

8. Container 

9. Contemplate 

10. - Behind 
12. Seeps 
14. Ends 

16. Surrounded by water 

17. Native of N.Z. 

20. Catch 

22. high explosive 

23. 'Sloth 
25. Tool 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Comer 


Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't... ” on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come ifjyou bear in mind a few points: 

• When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick nail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spear guns aren't allowed inside the reef 

•When the weather is wet, please oe- 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you’ll 
rip up the road surface for the future, ‘ 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 
AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N.Z. $A16 a year/U.K. $A24 



KsSSCHANNER’S 

JRNER FLATS 


(Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
^centre of town - convenient if you 
don’t wish to hire a car. 


Natural pine surroundings;-Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 
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FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK’S 
REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 


THAT CORRECT gentleman - and 
one of the greatest men in sea history. 
Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M. S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 sett las, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. ’ 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also wis a 
time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here, Nor¬ 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct and 
separate settlement" in the British 
Empire. 


The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island's history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian High Court ruled that 
the Island is legally part of the Com¬ 


monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island, 
and has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1976 the Australian Government 
concluded that Norfolk’s administra¬ 
tive set-up had become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com¬ 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. The Commission’s re¬ 
port is expected this year. 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA I 
(Full drawing of early K ingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by permission. | 
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FROM A LETTER DATED 13TH AUGUST 
TO OUR NORFOLK ISLAND AGENTS 

WE REGRETTED THE NECESSITY OF HAVING TO TELEX YOU ON 12TH THAT WITH 
APPROVAL OF THE AUSTRALIAN SHIPPERS COUNCIL, FREIGHT RATES TO NORFOLK 
ISLAND HAVE BEEN INCREASED BY $9. 50 PER REVENUE TONNE. 

AT THE SAME TIME THE BUNKER SURCHARGE HAS BEEN PROPORTIONALLY RE¬ 
DUCED AND AT THE SPECIFIC REQUEST OF THE SHIPPERS COUNCIL, THE BUNKER 
SURCHARGE HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN THE SCHEDULE RATE. 

WE HAVE, DURING TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH MR. BENNETT YESTERPAY, 
VERBALLY ADVISED YOU OF TH'E NEW RATE FOR PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES AND WILL 
BE FORWARDING YOU EARLY NEXT WEEK THE COMPLETE NORTH AND SOUTHBOUND 
TARIFF. 

ALTHOUGH WE HAVE ALREADY.STATED.SQ DURING OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSA¬ 
TION, WE WOULD LIKE TO IMPRESS UPON YOU ONCE AGAIN THAT COMPAGNIE 
DES CHARGEURS CALEDIONIENS HAVE ADJUSTED THE FREIGHT RATES TO COVER 
INCREASES IN 'STEVEDORING COSTS ONLY AND WE HAVE IN OUR INCREASE DELIBER¬ 
ATELY EXCLUDED HIGHER COSTS INCURRED SUCH AS PORT EXPENSES, BERTHAGE 
FEES, PILOTAGE, INCREASES IN CREW EXPENSES AND OPERATING EXPENSES GENER¬ 
ALLY. 

BY DISREGARDING THESE NOT INCONSIDERABLE ADDITIONAL EXPENSES, COM¬ 
PAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS HAVE STUCK TO THEIR POLICY OF ENDEAV¬ 
OURING to maintain freight rates at the lowest possible level and we 
SINCERELY HOPE THAT GIVEN INDUSTRIAL PEACE ON THE AUSTRALIAN WATERFRONT 

we can maintain present levels for some time to come. 

DURING OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH MR. NOBBS WHILST HE WAS IN SYDNEY RECENT¬ 
LY, WE EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT SINCE EARLY THIS YEAR THE ACTUAL STEVEDOR¬ 
ING COSTS PAID IN SYDNEY WERE FAR IN EXCESS OF THE FIGURE ALLOWED FOR IN 
THE RATE-STRUCTURE. THIS RESULTED IN RATES BEING AT AN UNECONOMIC LEVEL 
WHICH WE WERE ABLE TO PROVE TO THE AUSTRALIAN SHIPPERS COUNCIL BY PRO¬ 
DUCING ACTUAL STEVEDORING COSTS AS THEY WERE INCURRED DURING THIS PER¬ 
IOD AND NO ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO ALLOW FOR RECOVERY OF PAST SHORTFALLS 
IN THE INCREASED«ATE NOW APPROVED BY THE SHIPPERS COUNCIL. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 



BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 

in Auckland-, Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 





NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 


9.15 My Music 

10.05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Light Music/Pop 

8.30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 
10. 30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 Book CWb Series 
12.05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Dov<n 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour¬ 
ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 All That Jazz - . 
Feature Artist 


World News 7.30, 
Local News 7.40, 

8. 00 Bruce's Beat 

8.45 Ber's Bits & Pieces 

9. 00 Col's Corner 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Education Prog. 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 

Hospital Prog. 

12.05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth, 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 06 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S. D. A. program 


8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 
8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


4-6.30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.16 Folkways music 

10.05 Ella - The Start of 
a Legend 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Musical Hits from 
Germany 
12.05 Drama 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7.00 Shut Down 

7.00 Evening of Fine 
Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Top of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 

1.00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 

6. 00 Motown Story 

6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy's Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 

8. 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 
10.00 Close 
SUNDAY 


Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 

10. 00 Close 


FLIGHTS 


RE-CONFIRM 
24 HRS AHEAD 

• 

CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
QANTAS 2195 
AIR NZ 2195 
N.I.A. 2328 


SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

QANTAS AIRLINES 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

Arr. Pep. 
Wednesday 1.45 2.35 


Saturday 1.45 2.35 

Sunday 4.15 5.05 

FT 

ssr -sr. 

Extra September flights: 
Friday 3/9, Monday 6/9 
and Friday 10/9 -- arrive 

Extra September 
flights: 

Monday 6/9 

1.45 and leave 2.35. 

Saturday 11/9 and Sun¬ 
day 12/9, arrive 4.15 
and leave 5. 05. 

Monday 27/9 



BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Pep. Arr. 

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

•indicates call , 


8.30 

2.30* 
8.30* 5.15 
8.30 5.15 
8.30 5.30* 

8.30* 5.15 
t Lord Howe Is. 


SHIPPING 

COMPA-GNIE des CHARGEURS CALE- 
DONIENS operates Norfolk's only 
ocean freight service from Sydney. 
Their local agents say "When things 
go right we're able to offer a four- 
weekly service from Sydney and a 
four-weekly service from Onehunga, 
N.Z. with the vessel M. S.Aidan. 

For the last two or three months 
things haven’t gone too well, for 
reasons beyond our control, and the 
service has not been what it should 
have been. 

"However the future looks bright¬ 
er and we are hopeful of maintain¬ 
ing the service with a little more 
regularity." 


Norfolk agents are South Pacific 
Shipping and Travel Service, which 
has its own office opposite the Bank 
of N. S. W. in Burnt Pine - - phone 
2131 or2i08. In Sydney, agents 
are Hetherington Kingsbury, 37 
Pitt St., phone 27.1671; in Auck¬ 
land, Maritime Services Ltd., 14 
-18 Customs St., phone 75509. 
SOFRANE-UNIUNES operates a ser¬ 
vice from Auckland and Tauranga, 
N.Z. approximately four-weeklj;. 
While the "Capitaine Cook” is in, 
drydock at Hong Kong the M.V. 
"Oriental Surveyor” will carry orv 
the service and is scheduled to 
start loading in Auckland September 
8th for arrival here about the 19th. 
Sofrane’s agents here are Norfolk 
Transport Services, phone 2181. 


The line has its own office at 42 
Customs St., Auckland, phone 
73279. 

MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accomrm 
dation. -Norfolk ag^jts.are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES; 

From Australia $74.13 per cubic 
metre, $79.20 per tonne; refrigera¬ 
ted, $94.72 per cubic metre. 

From New Zealand $NZ55. 56 
per cubic metre, $NZ74. 72 if re¬ 
frigerated. 
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INTERVIEW 


MR. DESMOND VINCENT O'LEaRW 62. commences his new 
duties as Administrator of Norfolk Island this month. In an 
interview with the News soon after his appointment, he gave 
some clues on his style of Administration. 


Why was he interested in 

an assignment on an island? 

"Well, I think that I've been to so 
many and it seemed to me that it 
would be an interesting existence 
and it's still part of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

” I would remind you that a lot of 
my life has been serving the Common¬ 
wealth Government in the Navy and 
shortly thereafter into A.S. 1.0. for 
more than 20 years, and therefore 
one does tend to get oriented to 
what is available within the Common¬ 
wealth. 

"Having looked at that, it seemed 
to me that that sort of existence 
might be interesting for me and that 
perhaps all the experience I have 
had might be useful to the job. 

'The other thing I suppose I should 
say is that isolation doesn't worry 
me. I've travelled a great deal 
round the world and you're often on 
your own - not only just in aero¬ 
planes but in hotels and so on - and 
it never bothers me. I never get 
lonely and therefore any isolation 
that would come with an island 
ippointment wouldn't bother me in 
•he slightest-- not that 1 envisage 
oeing without my wife at all." 

How much of his A. S, 1,0. 
work was confidential? 


"Well, my service in A. S. I.O. 
is, of course, covered by an oath 
of secrecy in respect of work but 
there are some things that I could 
say that might be in general of 
interest to you. 

"Perhaps I could mention some 
of the appointments I've bad and 
the nature of the responsibilities. 

"For instance I was the Regional 
Director in South Australia and I 
was Regional Director in Canberra 
twice and I was the senior man in 
London for the best part of four 
years. 

"In that job 1 had the overall re¬ 
sponsibility for the A.S.1.0. people 
who were attached to the Australian 
immigration teams in various Embass¬ 
ies around Scandanavia, Europe and 
the Middle East. 

"Well, I had the overall responsibil¬ 
ity for their work, which was the 
screening of hnigrants, liaison with 


other intelligence services, and their 
general accountability for procedural 
matters." 

What does he expect of staff? 

"I like to feel that,where you have 
responsibility^that the sutff subordin¬ 
ate to you and yourself work as a 

" Now that means that you look for 
loyalty flowing both ways. It flows 


grammatically, then the document 
should go out. 

"Furthermore, it encourages people 
to think that their prose is acceptable. 

"I believe also that, especially 
with young staff, it helps them to 
be present at conferences that you 
may have with other people and to 
make a note of the conversation and 
then to be able to reproduce their 
version of what happened. In this 
way they take a more acute interest 



NORFOLK ISLAND'S NEW ADMINISTRATOR 


from the top down and back again, 
provided you have e'tablished clear¬ 
ly in the minds of your subordinates 
what their responsibilities are and 
that you are not crossing ”t*s" regular¬ 
ly with their work. 

"Since we all have our own partic¬ 
ular way of expressing a particular 
thought, it’s foolish to want every 
memorandum to be written precisely 
the way you personally would write 
it. 

"Provided it conveys the facts 


not only in what is happening but 
they see what a senior officer is re¬ 
quired to knot* so that when it 
comes to their turn to stand in at 
such a conference they're better pre¬ 
pared. 

"I do think also that any organiza¬ 
tion must understand that nobody is 
indispensable and especially is this 
the case at the top. 

"Therefore it's unwise for any per¬ 
son --the man at the top or any 

(Turn to the next page, please) 
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body else --to have a "closed shop” 
on his particular responsibility. There 
has got to be a flexibility whereby 
people can move into other jobs at 
short notice at any time. 

"Also, a man should know when 
he is getting behind in his work to 
the extent that he. brings it to notice 
rather than have some complaint 
levelled at his section that his corres¬ 
pondence is not flowing through. 

You can always get help, provided 
you speak up about it and people 
should be encouraged to mention 
thpse problems. 

"I also believe in a staff meeting 
about once a month of the section 
heads where problems can be dis¬ 
cussed. " 

How should public servants 

approach their work? 

"I think that every day, not only 
in the Public Service, one should 
learn something --it may be a small 
matter - - but every experience in 
life, .whether it be pleasant or un¬ 
pleasant, goes towards the making 
of an individual. 

"We all make mistakes. Only 
the people who do things make mis¬ 
takes. I think it's unwise to feel 
that you’ve got to rely on the chap 
next to you all the time - - you've 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


got to use your God-given intelli¬ 
gence and you've got to think about 
problems as they arise or think about - 
them even before they arise. 

"In the Public Service you do have 
the facility for referring to files and 
it's rare that a situation is arising 
in your office that hasn’t at some 
time arisen before and you should 
therefore profit by reference to files 
that are already there and to the 
library that every office has. 

"Again, you can consult with other 
staff. What I'm saying is that I 
don't think people, when a prob¬ 
lem arises, should rush and ask some¬ 
body else 'how do you do it'-- it's 
bet ter for the individual and the job 
if you try and work it out yourself." 

Does constant referring to files 
slow down the public service? 

"Clearly, it's not going to happen 
in every case but a very unwise 
thing to do is what I call 'shoot from 
the hip', namely talk without think¬ 
ing or researching. Not every ques¬ 
tion that's put do you need to refer 
about but if you have any uncertain¬ 
ty, and especially if the matter is a 
policy matter, it is as well if you're 
not absolutely au fait to have the 


slight delay that's necessary before 
you give the answer. 

"If you do 'shoot from the hip’ as 
I say, then go and refer to your file 
and find that you’ve given slightly 
incorrect answers, you're going to 
spend more time in the long run 
correcting what you've said in the 
first place. 

"I also think that it's essential to 
speak the truth and there is never 
any need to do anything other than 
that and people who do so need to 
have an exceptionally good memory. 
So many things happen that it's im¬ 
possible to have a very good mem¬ 
ory for an infinite number of topics. 

Does a long career in A. S. 1.0. 

make a man habitually secretive? 

It would seem to me that many 
people might have the impression 
that A.S.I.O. is a very secretively 
run organization, as of course it has 
to be, and that raises the question 
of whether in your view it will come 
easily to run a relatively open kind 
of government here where people 
can know what’s going on or whe¬ 
ther the tendency may be to keep 
quiet about things until they're all 
final and settled. 

"Every government department 

gggogo 


South 

Pacific 



CASUAL GUEST POLICY 

VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be.staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The.luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY housie; WEDNESDAY 
our new disco night, with the bar open late; THURSDAY 
a barbecue and dance; FRIDAY another disco and late 
bar; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.25; SUNRAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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has 'classified material'. One tends 
to have a good deal of newspaper 
emphasis on the secrecy of A.S.I.O. 
but every government department 
has a large quantity of 'classified 
material' and there isn't anything 
special about the need in A.S.I.O. 
to keep a 'classified matter' secret 
any more than there is in any other 
department. 

"Certainly the work is work -- 
it's not a secret service I’d em¬ 
phasize,- it is a security service 
looking after the internal security 
of Australia -- of counter-subver¬ 
sion and counter-espionage and 
obviously the way that work is per¬ 
formed is quite secret but so too are 
secret matters that are discussed in 
dozens of departments, so I don’t 
think one should say there is any¬ 
thing special or that it's a big change 
for anybody. 

"After all. I've been to lots and 
lots of departmental conferences 
where all sorts of topics are discussed 
not just A. S. 1.0. matters. 

"You might be interested to know 
that for nearly three years I was se¬ 
conded to the South Australian Gov¬ 
ernment to run the security for the 
uranium project which were 'classi¬ 
fied' in those days - I'm talking 
from 1952 for three years - most of 


those aspects are no longer 'classi - 
fied' but there were many aspects 
in the uranium project which were 
not 'classified' and it was my job to 
tease out those things that were 
'classified' and those things which 
were not. I think that was quite a 
test - it was some years ago. 

"Some people are secretive by 
their very behaviour. I'm not, 
hut as long as you know what the 
rules are and see that they are proper¬ 
ly and sensibly carried out, you 
won't bring security into disrepute. 

"It’s the people who over-empha- 
size, unnecessarily emphasize, the 
need for security that bring it into 
a lot of disrepute." 

How long is his assignment 
as Administrator of Norfolk? 

"I think two years has been dis¬ 
cussed but I haven't seen the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council to determine that. 

I have an idea that it's a two year 
term for the three island territories 
at the moment." 

What does he read for pleasure? 

"It gets very difficult when you’ve 
got a busy job to find much time 
for quiet reading, but I do like to 
pick up books concerning countries 


that I've travelled to and I think 
I've told you that I've visited a 
great many countries in the world 
and therefore it’s nice to sit down 
and read a book which thoroughly 
tells you about a country that you’ve 
only spent a few days in. 

"Like every golfer, 1 suppose I 
should say that I've read a fair 
number of golf books without it 
having much good effect on the 
golf course." 

'What’s your handicap? 

"16." 

What should people on Norfolk 
expect from him? 

”1 would hope that whatever 
emerges will be acceptable to 
them from my part, and I men¬ 
tioned this in the Council the other 
day that I do have a great deal of 
enthusiasm for this job that I’ve 
been given by the Government and 
an even greater enthusiasm for it 
now that I've been here, have seen 
the nature of the job and have met 
not only members of Council but 
quite a lot of the people here. 

"As far as I'm concerned. I'll 
do my best and I hope that it can 
be good enough for the people." 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
'"ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 


!<©$#€ 

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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"I'LL NEVER LIGHT A BRAEMAR AGAIN," SAYS SOUR OWNER 


THE "NEWS" SERIES 
ON NORFOLK POWER 
--NOW AND IN THE 
DECADES TO COME 


DETAILS ON THE economic analy¬ 
sis of solar heating on Norfolk, made 
clear by Editorial Associate Bill Wise¬ 
man's lengthy study of the current sit¬ 
uation, will have to wait until next 
issue. They .cast some gloom on the 
dollar pro's-and-cons of using the 
Sun's heat to save energy costs. But 
here is a cheerful, conflicting opin¬ 
ion that ought to be heard at once: 
Duncan McIntyre’s pleasure at the 
results he’s had with a new solar sys¬ 
tem at his recently-completed home. 


"1 SWORE after lighting a Braemar 
for three years I'd never light another 
one," says Duncan McIntyre, explain¬ 
ing how a gas-boosted, solar water 
heating system came to be installed 
in the new Bucks Point house. 

"Some people think these Brae- 
mars a e the greatest thing since 
sliced bread, " he mused. 

And Duncan conceded that if 
economy was the main test, the 
wood-burning Braemar would win 
every time. 

But he put convenience first, and 
this left all the others: broadly speak¬ 
ing gas, liquid fuel such as kerosene; 
electricity and the sun. 

Gas heating is extremely expen¬ 
sive. So is electricity, and kero¬ 
sene suffers from the disadvantage 
of slow recovery. 

The search for facts 
- and a NZ solution 

So he got together a bundle of 
information about solar heating 
from different manufacturers -- 
and found he got nowhere, because 
there wasn't any basis for compari¬ 
son between systems. 

Out at Bucks Point one weekend 
Duncan chatted to a tourist looking 
over the new house, and he turned 
out to be from the CSIRO, which 
runs one of the world's leading solar 
research laboratories in Melbourne, 

One thing led to another, and be¬ 
fore long, Duncan had an expert 
opinion that there's only one maker 
of solar heater to consider Beasley 
Industries Pty. Ltd. of Bolton Avenue, 
Devon Park, South Australia, 

Duncan found that seven absorber 
units, each of eight square feet, 
and an 80 gallon storage tank, would 
set him back $930 F.O.B, Sydney. 

A difficulty arose in that the 


Sydney agent appeared to be incom¬ 
municado. Thwarted, Duncan then 
turned to New Zealand. There, 
last April, he managed to order 
eight absorbers and a 100 gallon tank, 
packed and shipped to Norfolk, for 
$A930. 

The McIntyres should have a con¬ 
siderable margin for safety. Beas¬ 
ley's use the Australian rule-of- 
thumb for hot water usage, which is 
10 gallons per person per day. 

The McIntyres, like everyone else 
on Norfolk, keep a close eye on 
water economy and find the family 
of five uses rather less than 30 gal¬ 
lons a day. 

This is confirmed by the fact that 
the old 40 gallon wood-burner usu¬ 
ally lasted two days on one firing. 

Clothes are washed in cold water - 
no problem with modern detergents. 

For a family of five, Beasley's 
suggest an 80 gallon boosted storage 
tank, or 100 gallon non-boosted, 
coupled with five absorber units. 

Duncan specified a 100 gallon tank 
not because he felt it was the right 
size for their requirement but because 
it would be a more efficient heat 
store. The larger the body, the great¬ 
er the amount of heat contained for a 
given area of surface, and consequent¬ 


AVERAGE HRS. OF SUNSHINE ON 

NORFOLK IN A DAY 

Solar Table 

January 

7.7 hours 

Feb. 

7.0 " 

Mar. 

6.5 " 

April 

6.9 " 

May 

5.5 " 

1 June 

5.1 " 

July 

5.8 " 

Aug. 

6.5 " 

Sept. 

7.2 " 

Oct. 

- 7.3 " 

Nov. 

- 8.1 " 

Dec. 

- 7.7 “ 


ly the slower the heat losses through 
radiation, conduction and convection. 

The rule-of-thumb with storage is 
about 50 per cent over daily require¬ 
ments if the system is boosted, and 
100 per cent unboosted. 

The McIntyres use a conservative 
30 gallons a day, and.jso have 67 per 
spare capacity in unboosted storage. 

This might just get them through 
two heavily overcast, rainy days 


without boosting. 

The Beasley Industries recommen 
dation for absorber panels is one per 
person. The rule-of-thumb is .75 
square feet for each gallon, or 7. 5 
feet per 10 gallons. The Beasley ab¬ 
sorbers provide 8 square feet per 10 
gallons, which gives a safety margin 
of about 7 per cent. 

The McIntyres have in fact eight 
absorbers, or 60 per cent above die 
manufacturer's specifications. 

On top of all this, Duncan has what 
may be a unique gas-boosting system, 
designed following consultations with 
Shell gas agent Howard Pitcher. 

This consists of an 11 gallon quick- 
recovery gas heater, coupled to the 
main Storage tank in such a way as 
to heat only the top 20 gallons. 

Angling for winter 

Hie absorbers are oriented at an 
angle of 15 degrees from north, 
which is OK, according to the ex¬ 
perts, north being optimum. 

They are at angle of 32 degrees 
from horizontal -- slightly more 
than the equivalent of the latitude, 
of Norfolk, 29 degrees, which is re¬ 
commended for best summer per¬ 
formance, By increasing the angle 
of the absorbers slightly, the McIn¬ 
tyre's system might do a little bette 
in winter at the expense of some 
summer heating. 

Cost of the booster is about $22 0 
Duncan estimates, installed by Tre' . 
Calder for Pelly Evans. 

How has it worked out? 

Well, in the two weeks since the 
system was put into operation, the 
booster has not had to be turned on 
at all. 

The temperature of the water has 
mostly been too hot to shower under 
without mixing cold water. But now 
and again it has dropped to just warm 
enough to shower under without dis¬ 
comfort. 

The weather included long periods 
of overcast weather during mid- 
August. 

Duncan notices one thing; he can't 
pick which will be the good heating 
days and which the weak ones. Some 
days he thought he. would see the 
water really steaming, $i.t apparently 
the absorbers saw it differently. 

According to Bob Jones at the Met 
Office, Norfolk averages 6. 5 hours 
of sunshine a day during August. 
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Norfolk 



LIVING 


Norfolk Island and Byron Bay Whal¬ 
ing Co. Limited started its business 
in the Engineer's Cottage at Kingston. 
It turned out to be impractical to 
have die office so far from the scene 
of operations so the office was moved 
to the old radio shack at Cascades"). 

Illness reared its bead again and 
Helen, who had had her share, made 
light of it and kept right on going 
on. However, in ‘62, after a bad 
bout of Echo Flu, she went back to 


AST OCTOBER Helen McCoy wrote 
letter to the Editor of the News 
taking a plea that the self-sown 
ohutukawa tree which is located 
nigh up on the left hand bank of 
Rooty Hill Road be saved in the re¬ 
locating of the-road. ("1 first no¬ 
ticed it flowering about 1971 when 
it. was a small bush.. .1 should hate 
to think such tenacity and trium¬ 
phant growth with flowering at such 
an early age might be swept aside..") 

New Zealander Helen Bannister 
McCoy and the New Zealand Christ¬ 
inas Tree on Rooty Hill Road have 
some similarities. Both have re¬ 
located on Norfolk soil, flowered 
at an early age and have great ten¬ 
acity. 

Long before International Women's 
Year Helen Bannister had found her 
own personal freedom and identity 
in Wellington, The product of strict 
up-bringing by a Victorian mother 
("we were taught music, manners 
md how to be useful citizens") and 
a father dedicated to public service 
("he insisted we acquire good edu¬ 
cations to provide for.our old age"). 
Helen was well prepared for her later 
transplant to Norfolk Island. 

She was a truly liberated woman 
in the late thirties and early forties 
after receiving a degree in Science 
at Victoria University when not 
many women had degrees. She held 
down a full-time job in the accounts 
section of an insurance company and 
when N, Z. went to war Helen en¬ 
listed, in the WAAC early in '42. 
Commissioned as a Subaltern 
after officers' training, she became 
an administrative officer in the 
School of Artillery ("women were 
trained to do men's work - not heavy 
work though") and, after handling 
searchlights for a while, ended up 
n Ordance 'til the war's end. 

Four years later, after a long stint 
her pre-war job, a holiday fi- 
lally brought Helen to Norfolk Isl- 
nd. Even her choice of a holiday 
t lace ws s indicative of a desire for 
Mventure and a touch of the rugged. 
She fell in-love with Norfolk at first 
sight and also with, tall, lanky William 
C. McCoy while staying at Aunty 
Carr's ("it was considered the place 
to stay in those days"). Bill asked her 
to marry hipa right away but Helen 
demurred for a short time,transplant¬ 
ing herself on Norfolk soil in January 


of *51. 

Two strong identities were united 
in this marriage - Helen Bannister 
of an old pioneering family who had 
been on the first ships and of Maori 
and Celtic descent, and William C. 
McCoy of Polynesia and Celtic heri- 
tage. Helen moved into Bill's open- 



verandah style Island home in Steeles 
Point undaunted by the fact that she 
had started her new life on Norfolk 
"in a home full of wet beans" . 
Norfolk had had a bad season and 
Bill, like many islanders in those 
days, was a farmer and always had 
a crop of beans underway. 

Times were not good so Helen 
went to work ("I had been looking 
forward to being a housewife"). 
Drawing on her experience in account¬ 
ing she worked first for Gordon Fin¬ 
lay who was Accountant/Registrar 
at Kingston and then for Jesse King 
and Porn Buffett before going to Hop¬ 
kins Limited f- now Foodlauds 
("George CJist and Charlie Welsh 
were on the board"). In 1954 a ; .heart 
attack set Helen back but not for 
long. She was back on her feet and 
working at the whaling station as 
accountant in 1955. ("The Norfolk. 
Whaling Company, a subsidiary of 



New Zealand with her sister, Midi. 
("While there I broke my first leg. 
After that I was a lady of leisure 
for a while until George Plant ask¬ 
ed me back to Hopkins Limited to 
hold down the fort while he went 
back to Australia on account of ill¬ 
ness"). On crutches in *63 ("second 
break"), Helen was back at Kings¬ 
ton in the Admin as cashier until 
she became Assistant Accountant. 

In '72 Helen had a stroke and was 
taken to New Zealand. Her tenacity 
helped her to a complete recovery. 

Adding to her own involvement 
in the community through her jobs 
at Hopkins, the Whaling Station 
and the Admin, Bill's service on 
the Norfolk Island Council in the 
50's supplemented her keen interest 
in island affairs. Helen never tried 
to influence Bill in his decisions. 
("The Council in those days was 
(please turn to the next page) 
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made up of two el ected councillors 
from each ward.") 

Bill knew he had a pretty inde¬ 
pendent woman for a wife but there 
were times when Helen wished he 
thought otherwise. Particularly one 
late afternoon when she was on horse¬ 
back coming back from "Oceanside" - 
now the Paradise. Helen had been 
told that sometimes horses wouldn't 
go over Bloody Bridge and as she was 
approaching it she realised that Bill 
had gone on w4y ahead of her. She 
gulped, was pretty frightened (and 
maybe furious)'but kept on going. 

She made it -- no ghosts leapt on 
her horse or carried her off. 

Last year Bill McCoy died leaving 
a great gap in the community and 
in Helen's life. With her old ten¬ 
acity she has got through this diffi¬ 
cult time with good sense and humour. 

Asked if she'd like to see any 


ANTHURIUMS are flowering well 
at present - the species Scherzerian- 
um, known to most of us as the 
"Flamingo Flower", comes in red, 
pink and several in-between colours. 
They are really very hardy and 
their spathes or flowers last tor 
weeks, making wonderful indoor 
specimens. 

There are also Anthuriums Crys- 
tallinim Veitchii and Magnifica. 
These have beautiful foliage, large 
heart shaped leaves patterned with 
deep grooves of silvery colours. 

The latter variety do need more 
warmth than the former flowering 
type. Only water when they be¬ 
come almost dry. They are not 
subject to disease but keep a watch 
for insects. When re-potting an 
Anthurium, use light open potting 
mix using coarse sand, peat and 
leaf mould freely. 

Now, about ferns -- I learnt the 
hard way, as the saying goes, that 
maiden hair fern will not tolerate 
a kero heater in the room where 
they are growing even if they are 
well away from the heater, so, if 
you are using one, remove your 
fern to another room. Never let 
a maiden hair fern become dry as 
its foliage will not respond to water¬ 
ing. The only remedy is to cut off 
all withered foliage and keep plant 
soaked - new fronds should soon 
appear. 
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changes on Norfolk, Helen said 
there were no important ones - 
("Although I'd like to see two women 
on the Council'}. She has thought 
of running herself but can't get 
around as well now. One problem 
foremost in her mind - one which 
many widows on the island have - 
is that they have too much ground 
to look after on their own. With 
food prices so high now, they often 
need to grow their own food but 
often aren't strong enough to be able 
to farm their land. Helen agreed 
that some sort of common ground 
for older people to grow their vegies 
in might be a good solution. 

No sweeping aside of this lady 
with such tenacity and triumphant 
growth. Hail to Helen McCoy. 

May both she and her beloved 
Pohutukawa have continued growth 
and flowering. 


There are several beautiful speci¬ 
mens of Cape Chestnut trees grow¬ 
ing on Norfolk. The flowers appear 
in summer in terminal panicles and 
do vary in colour from white to pink 
and mauve. Those I have seen here 
are more a lilac shade - - very pretty 
indeed. These will grow from cutt¬ 
ings if kept in a warm sunny place. 
Take short, half ripe wood and set 
in sand. These will flower much 
quicker than those grown from seed 
and one is also sure of the colour. 

Plant zinnia seeds now, either 
where they are to grow in garden 
or in boxes. These grow very fast 
-- better plants and a better show 
of blooms is obtained by pinching 
back the centre shoot when about 
6 inches high. Zinnias come in 
many sizes from tiny pom-pom to 
large dahlia-flowered. Try tall 
growers as background to shorter 
ones and edge the bed with mari¬ 
golds -- this will give a lovely 
summer show. 

Give your geraniums a lift by 
forking in a light dressing of garden 
lime around the base of the plants. 
They will soon be at their spring¬ 
time best. 

Take a few minutes to disbud 
carnations -- it is well worth the 
trouble for you will have lovely 
strong stemmed blooms for cutting. 

It is better to water around the 
plant than on the plant, as one 
is apt to do. (Often causes wilt.) 

/ September 197 6 



GOOD OLD DAYS often become 
good old days only as they recede 
into the past and the 'good' seems 
to remain very much in one’s mem - 
ory whereas 'bad' luckily fades, or 
perhaps one looks at them different¬ 
ly as one grows wiser with passing 
years. 

However, a lot of these worries 
of time when they happened now 
get a good laugh so here follow 
two stories. Both these stories 
concern the sorting of bean seed 
which was mostly the job of the 
women folk. If you have ever hand 
sorted bushels and bushels of beans 
then you will enjoy these stories; 
if you have never done so, then 
don't ever do so -- it is tedious 
in the extreme. 

It was my first season of sorting 
and the kettle was usually boiled 
fairly often on the primus. Now 
my primus was playing up so 1 
mentioned this to my husband who 
said - "It needs a new part - it 
won't go properly until I get one". 
What he did not state was that I 
shouldn't use it. Next morning at 
break, 1 duly put meths. on and 
pumped like fury -- result --the 
whole thing exploded in flames, 
burnt off my eyebrows and front 
head of hair, next the curtains in 
front of the bench and we had a 
fair fire going. 

After putting baby and wee todd¬ 
ler in a safe spot, threw buckets 
of water into the kitchen. All was 
quiet again but primus was a casual¬ 
ty, one leg being melted off. When 
husband came home, 1 told him 
what had happened. He just looked 
at me, went into the kitchen, looked 
and turned to me and said - "Good 
heavens woman you've ruined the 
primus!" 

Oh well, eyebrows and hair grew 
quite quickly but we were unable 
to get a primus for some time and 
1 must admit that in those days, 
when there was no such thing as 
gas, 1 did miss my primus more 
than my eyebrows when sorting 
those millions of beans. 

Some years later, when we were 
both much more experienced in the 
growing and harvesting of beans, 
the following incident happened. 

We had a very good crop and very 
good harvesting weather. The 

(please turn to the next page) 
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fTHE KITCHEN 


SHREDDER $141.75 


NORFOLK MRAOFR 

. •. . 


OUR LAST SHIPMENT OF THE FABULOUS BRAUN KITChFN AIDS WAS SOLD IN DAYS, 


fimimiHiiumm 

AND WE HAVE 


BEEN OUT OF STOCK FOR MONTHS. NEW SHIPMENT JUST ARRIVED -- DON’T MISS OUT. 


NOT ONLY THAT, BUT OUR AGENT IN BERLIN HAS CABLED US THAT "MIT BRAUN KUCHENGER 


ATEN KONNEN S1E DIE ANSPRUCHSVOLLSTEN SPEISEN UNO BACKWAREN BEREITEN"! ’NUFF SAID: ' 






















































































HAVE YOU ever thought what a 
waste it seems to throw away all 
those outer leaves of a lettuce? 

Well here, as a starter, is one way 
you may make good use of them. 

Let us then have a somewhat differ¬ 
ent chicken followed by an old Eng¬ 
lish dessert. 

LETTUCE SOUP 

12 outside lettuce leaves (washed 
and shredded) 

1 small onion or leeks with the 
green part also (chopped) 

1 packet Cream of Chicken Soup 
1 cup milk 
3 cups water 

A good shake of paprika, nutmeg, 
salt and pepper to taste. 

Braise lettuce leaves and onions or 
leeks in butter. 

Make up your chicken soup with 
milk and water, simmer for a few 
seconds. 

Blend lettuce leaves and onions with 
a little of the soup mixture - when 
blended, pour mixture into the rest of 
your chicken soup and simmer a fur¬ 
ther 10-15 minutes. 

Serve hot with garlic bread or herb 
rolls. Serves 4. 


( ISLAND hOUSEWIFE 
continued from page 36 
"beans were duly sorted and sent in 
to bean shed for inspection and 
germination test and we were quite 
sure that there would be no prob¬ 
lems about either. Much to our 
surprise after about three weeks 
we received a notice to say our 
seed had failed germination Js&ts. 
and to re-sort them and add five 
packets of a certain powder to 
help germination. As we were 
only able to get two packets of 
the said powder, here is where I 
was "naughty". I noticed it looked 
exactly like custard powder. I 
also refused to re-sort, being quite 
sure in my mind that a mistake 
had been made at the bean shed. 

1 mixed custard powder and germ¬ 
ination powder, put it into beans, 
which were returned to shed, and 
believe it or not they were passed 
at 98*55: germination. 

Wonderful the effect of custard 
powder as a fertility agent, or 
could there have been a mistake? 


CHICKEN SYRIAN STYLE 
1 boiling chicken 

1 lemon 

2 carrots 

1 or 2 large onions 
celery 

2 cloves garlic 

small tin of white mushrooms 
2 oz. blanched almonds 
i glass sherry 
4 egg yolks 
i pint of cream 
1 teaspoon tarragon 
Rub chicken with salt, pepper and 
lemon juice and put a piece of lemon 
peel inside the bird. Sprinkle the 
inside of chicken with tarragon. Boil 
gently with the vegetables in the usual 
way. 

When cooked, take the pan off the 
fire and ladle about a pint of stock, 
straining it into another pan. Add to 
this juice of half lemon, the sherry, 
the roughly chopped almonds that 
have been previously sauted in butter 
and then add the sauted mushrooms. 
When your mixture is hot pour it spoon 
by spoon on the yolks beaten up with 
the cream. Heat gently and when it 
has thickened put chicken on a hot 
dish, pour the sauce over and around 
and serve. I use buttered parsley 
rice with this dish. 

Serves 6. 


This Banana & Ginger-Meringue 
Cake came from an old recipe and 
was served at the Duke of York Inn 
at Iddesleigh, Devon: 

BANANA & GINGER MERINGUE CA K I. ; 
5 large egg whites 
10 oz. caster sugar 
1 tablespoon of vinegar 
16 fl. oz. of cream 

5 ripe firm bananas 

6 large lumps of preserved ginger 
Pre-heat the oven to 300 degrees 

Prepare 2 baking sheets by wetting 
them and lining them with oiled 
greaseproof paper. Whisk egg white 
till they're stiff but not dry and forn. 
soft peaks. Now whisk in the sugar 
bit by bit and when all the sugar is 
in whisk in the vinegar. 

Spoon the meringue in two circular 
shapes, one on each prepared tin 
using a palette knife to help keep a 
round shape. Place meringues in 
the oven, immediately turn the heat 
down to 275 degrees, close the door 
and leave them there for an hour. 
Then turn the heat off and allow the 
meringues to cool and dry out inside 
the oven until quite cold. Before 
serving peel off the greaseproof paper 
and sandwich the 2 meringues together 
with whipped cream, the sliced ban¬ 
anas and finely chopped preserved 
ginger. 


■ BOND 

by "VINAS" 

THE BAROSSA VALLEY is the most 
important wine area in South Australia 
and, as that State is the major pro¬ 
ducer in Australia, its importance 
must rank second to none. 

Discovered in 1837 when Colonel 
Light led the first exploration into it 
from Adelaide, only 35 miles away, 
it was quickly settled. At first the 
settlers concentrated on fruit grow¬ 
ing and it was George Angas (Angas- 
ton is named after him) who dominat¬ 
ed the early scene where it has been 
said he lived like a feudal lord. It 
was he who, needing labour for his 
orchards, conceived the idea of bring¬ 
ing in as migrants Silesian Lutherans 
who were suffering religious persecu¬ 
tion in their native Germany. 

Quite naturally the Germans saw 
the possibility of growing wine and 
the honour for the first plantings goes 
to Johann Gramp, the founder of the 
house of Orlando. Soon to follow 
was Joseph Seppelt. English migrants 
also played their part including Sam- 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


uel Smith (Yalumba) and William 
Salter (Saltram) and the descendants 
of these continue the good work to 
this day together with later dedicated 
vignerons. 

In time the now very large firm of 
Penfolds entered the valley (it began 
when Dr. Christopher Penfold produced 
medicinal wine for his patients at a 
small winery he established in the Ade. - 
laide suburb of Magill). It is interest¬ 
ing that now the Grange Vineyard at 
Magill has been swallowed by suburban 
expansion, its famous Hermitage 
(Shiraz) grapes have been re-establish¬ 
ed at Kalimna and should, therefore, 
add to the fame of the Barossa. 

A number of wines from the Barossa 
aTe available in the Bond including 
two reds from Penfolds: 

BIN 28 - Kalimna Dry Red. made 
from Shiraz grapes, is a soft, dr) 
claret style of consistent quality and 
reasonably priced (£■ $2.75. 

BIN 2 - A Blend of Shiraz and Mat- 
aro grapes, the latter helping to make 
a wine which matures earlier than 
straight Shiraz but. nevertheless, ages 
well. Always pleasant drinking, it is 
also $2.75. 
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August has been a very quiet month 
generally, although Wednesday 11th 
August was a very special night. 

Almost since the beginning of the 
school year the homes of Tunder" 
children have rung with small voices 
singing snatches of favourite negro 
songs. Children from 1st and 2nd 
classes have been strutting around 
practising their lines and move¬ 
ments all in preparation for the Pri - 
mary and Infants' School Concert. 

Rawson hall was filled to over¬ 
flowing with proud mums and dads, 
brothers, sisters, aunties, uncles, 
friends and visitors waiting in eager 
anticipation. The curtain finally 
rose on the first scene - the Nigger 
Minstrel Show performed by the 
Kindergarten children. Their cos¬ 
tumes were delightful. Marianne 
and Gary Ryan had been very busy 
making boater hats for the boys and 
wigs so that they all had lovely black 
curly hair which, with their blacken¬ 
ed faces, made their white shirts 
really stand out. Each boy had a 
huge bow tie, cumberbund and 
ribbon round his hat in the same 
colour. The girls were real little 
"mammies” - brightly coloured 
skirts, white blouses and scarves 
around their heads, large rings dang¬ 
ling from their ears'. It was all very 
colourful and they all sang with 
great gusto such songs as "Oh Susanna", 
"Old Black Joe" - who I might add 
was very convincing as he hobbled 
around the stage with his stick. Dur¬ 
ing, each song a small group gave a 
little.dance or enacted the words of 
t^e^ong, whilst the other niggers 
and mammies strummed their ukule¬ 
les and guitars. Undoubtedly, the 
star of the show was little Glen Buffett 
who sang in a clear strong voice "Old 
Black Joe". Congratulations to Fay 
Bataille, their teacher, for training 
them so well and'having the patience 
to do sol I 

j^qreen Taverner’s group was next. 
Bgff-ciatss enacted the story of "Sleep- 
ing jjeauty". I thought it was superb. 
No'sjjoJtjpn words, just actions to the 
muskgg-Daniel Probett was very re¬ 
gains-the King and Michelle Smith, 
hirCjueen, was very proud of their 
baby daughter. They invited the 


ladies and gents of their Court to pay 
homage to their new daughter after 
which they all expressed their happi¬ 
ness in a lovely dance. Rachel Ne- 
bauer, dressed convincingly in black, 
appeared behind the bassinette to 
cast her spell over the princess. Then 
followed a scene which showed Mar- 
guerita Sampson as the lovely young 
princess wandering through the gar¬ 
dens picking flowers from the colour¬ 
ful bushes - Gregory Magri looked as 
though he was really enjoying being a 
bush! Then the princess took her seat 
at the spinning wheel, pricked her fing¬ 
er and instantly fell into a deep sleep, 
as did her ladies-in-waiting and guards. 
The next scepe showed Christopher 
Baker as the handsome prince arriving 
on his fine horse. He finally chopped 
his way through the "wriggling" trees 
and bushes to find the princess whom 
he awakened with the legendary kiss. 

Of course there was then great re¬ 
joicing. It was a beautiful scene, the 
costumes were very colourful and all 
participants received hearty applause 
from the audience. 

"Ding, dong the wicked witch is 
dead", is still being sung by children 
in the playground. Mrs. Jenny Hughes 
chose for the second class children the 
popular musical "The Wizard of Oz". 
Larissa Behrendt, as Dorothy, amazed 
everyone. She had a long part to re¬ 
member, including a number of songs - 
she didn't forget any of the words at 
all and even sang "Over the Rainbow" 
really well too. "Buggsie" Robertson 
was splendid as the Straw Man, as 
were Alan Anderson as the Tin Man 
and Phillip Charge as the Lion. When 
Dorothy and her friends finally found 
the Wizard of Oz, Stephen Bruce, they 
still had a further task to fulfil before 
the Wizard would grant their wishes. 
They had to rid the land of the Wick¬ 
ed Witch, played by Angela Hobbins 
who had a green face for the occasion! 
This they finally did, so the Straw-!-. 

Man was rewarded with a brain, the 
Tin Man received a heart and the Lion 
was given "courage” in a bottle. What 
a tremendous performance, the re- 
rrraining children in the class playing in 
the supporting cast. 

During a short interval the audience 
was very pleased to learn from Deputy 



Headmaster Chris Hughes that the 
door takings together with proceeds 
from the raffle amounted to I516'. 1 
Ross Wiltshire was the lucky winner 
of the cassette player and "Dad<fy” ; 
Adams won the lady's-shawl. 

Susan Laing introduced the section 
of the programme performed- by Glass 
3 children. By song and word -the 
audience was taken back to the "good 
old school days” with slate boards on 
their knees and being disciplined by 
the master’s cane. 

Susan kept the audience intrigued 
with her two buckets, tipping water 
from one to the other. I thought the 
children on the stage were going to 
be her intended victims, but, not so, 
it was the audience! There was great 
hilarity as the trick back-fired. The 
pieces of paper wouldn't leave the 
bucket! Susan gave such a terrific 
heave with her second attempt she 
lost bucket and all. 

Third class concluded a most en¬ 
joyable evening with the singing of 
the Pitcairn Anthem. 

Cuisenaire, 'lots of', flash cards. 
Tutor systems, sentence makers - 
they’re all part of the new language 
used in education, and it’s almost 
a case of parents going back to school 
to learn it all in order to keep up 
with the children. On Tuesday, 17th 
August, there was Open Nigfit at the 
Norfolk Island Central School - part 
of Education Week. 

On display were many examples of 
work done by the children during the 
year. Teachers and children had ob¬ 
viously put hours of effort into decora¬ 
ting' their roorpslfiKf setting out their 
Work.. Miss Bataille's kindergarten 
roorh was most colourful - and full 
of all the latest in educational toys. 

-In fact, everything to make learning 
a real pleasure; 

It was most Interesting to see -id 
Mrs. Maureen Taverner's room just 
what a jump there is next year for 
the kinder children. The children’s 
work books were grouped on each 
child’s desk. Mums and Dadstand 
others interested could see at a'glance 
that First Class children learn all sorts 
of other things besides reading, -Writ- 

r. 
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ing and arithmetic! My interest was 
centred on Kinder and First Class, 
but I did wander through the other 
classrooms as well, reading short 
stories and poems pinned on the walls, 

I was quite taken with Lester Semple's 
room and wondered whether the soli¬ 
tary confinement dungeon was for 
the pupils or the teacher! 

An item of interest found in the 
'Guiness Book of Records' - Australia’s 
earliest State-assisted school was on 
Norfolk Island in December 1793, dur¬ 
ing the term of Lieutenant Philip 
Gidley King. Today education is 
paid for by locally raised revenue 
and supplemented by the P. & C. 
Association, and the generosity of 
the community. 

The Parents & Citizens Association 
had also been instrumental in re¬ 
introducing lessons of Norfolk Island 
weaving to the school children. They 
will also have the opportunity to learn 
the Norfolk Island language. It’s 
exciting to think that these links with 
our heritage from Pitcairn Island will 
not die out. 

I was also reading somewhere that 
one headmaster here - Gustav Quintal - 
between 1884-1916 had a rather nasty 
sort of punishment for anyone heard 
using "unacceptable" language. Cul¬ 


prits were asked to poke their tongues 
out under water flowing from the tank 
water tap and Mr, Quintal would then 
rub the tongue with a tennis ball or 
brush! How horrible, but I bet it 
was effective! 

Another happy event held recently 
was the Supper Dance held by the 
Wives & Mothers Club at which their 
Mazda truck raffle was to be drawn. 
The hall was gaily decorated with 
palms and bright paper flowers. Gary 
Robertson was the lively MC and the 
Don Reynolds Trio provided their 
usual good dance music. During the 
evening Max was given a spell from 
the drums by a visitor whilst another 
visitor supplemented the band with 
his trumpet. It was great to dance 
to some good old-fashioned jazz. The 
drummer looked as though he was 
really enjoying himself! 

Shortly after everyone had filled 
their ''turns” with the tasty supper 
the scene was set for the drawing of 
the raffle. Ann Snell, President of 
the Club, was introduced by Gary. 

Ann thanked everyone for supporting 
the raffle and those who had helped 
organize the evening - a special men¬ 
tion was made of the tremendous job 
done by Dianne Buffett in organizing 
the sale of the raffle tickets. There 


was great applause and whistles when 
Ann thanked the husbands for their 
willing support and co-operation! 
Many had helped with the decorating 
while others were busy on the night 
running the bar for the Club. 

Finally, Mrs. Dinah Forsyth drew 
those fateful marbles from the barrel 
under the watchful eye of Constable 
Charge. Third prize of $50 was won 
by Martin Quintal. Bob Selby won 
the second prize of $100. The Mazda 
truck was won by Bruce McKenzie - 
lucky man! 

The band then kept the evening 
swinging till about 12.30 a.m. The 
raffle raised $2, 900 which is a tre¬ 
mendous boost to the Wives & Mothers 
Club Playcentre Building Fund. 

Sorry I haven't anything further 
to report for this month. Households 
are gearing themselves this week for 
the school holidays and a number of 
homes are looking forward to billett- 
ing the boys from New Zealand who 
will be playing football against a 
local team. More about that next 
month. 

Cheerio! --- 

CTisU. 



‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

I S LAN D - OW NED 

Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 

Mon,, Tues., Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

Thursday our special "Baked Dinner Island Style" 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for fc 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


BOB DALKIN, a former Administrator of Norfolk Island and a student 
of its history, is the author of this pleasant piece about the people for 
whom "Charmers Corner" was named. Mr. Dalkin's book on the old 
Norfolk cemetery is a current best-seller among Island histories. 


THE RECORDED HISTORY of Norfolk 
Island has been largely confined to 
the periods of the convict era and 
the Pitcairn tradition, both equally 
fascinating. Since about the time 
of World War 1, however, a neglect¬ 
ed phase of modern Island history 
has presented itself and a surprising 
number of interesting facts have 
emerged concerning a group of per¬ 
sons who will be readily identified 
to Norfolk Islanders as "malnlanders". 
From which mainland they derived 
is irrelevant but during the past half 
century or so an increasing number 
of settlers in this category have 
claimed the Island as their home. 

Many of these people, now dead, 
have had backgrounds which are of 
considerably more than passing in¬ 
terest and the two who are the sub¬ 
ject of this present note deserve 
some attention. The sea, and a 
link with aviation, and Norfolk Isl¬ 
and itself are the ingredients for a 
tale of Channer's Corner . 

Many old, and indeed some new - 
er residents of Norfolk Island will 
well remember that respected 
couple the Channers of Pacific Cott¬ 
age, now Channer's Corner. 

Commander Arthur Channer, RN, 
laid to rest in the Kingston Cem¬ 
etery on the Island died on 29th 
August 1929. (Look on the eastern 
side of Bob Edwards' shed at the 
cemetery if you want to locate his 
grave). His wife, Emilie Mary 
Channer, was also buried in the Kings¬ 
ton cemetery, but much later, in 
June 1968. 

Arthur Channer led a full and inter¬ 
esting life before he settled at Nor¬ 
folk Island early in 1929, less than a 
year before he died. Born at Alla¬ 
habad, India, in 1852, he was a son 
of a colonel of the Royal Artillery. 

In 1864, before he was twelve years 
old, he was a cadet in the old and 
famous Royal Navy training ship 
Brittania. When HMS Challenger 
set out in 1872 on a voyage of scien- 
tific discovery that lasted for several 
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years and took the vessel to many 
parts of the world Sub-Lieutenant 
Channer, at age 20, was the young¬ 
est officer aboard. 

Lord George Campbell's Log ^ 
Letters from the Challenger records 
that the vessel was commissioned for 
the voyage in November 1872 by a 
Captain Nares, RN. Apart from the 
Naval complement she carried also 
a scientific staff of naturalists, 
chemists and physicists. 

The Times of London said that 
the Challenger's work was "to be 
of three or tour years duration, dur¬ 
ing which soundings, thermometric 
observations, dredging and chemical 
examination of sea water should be 
carried out continuously, with a 
view to the more perfect knowledge 
of the physical and biological con¬ 
ditions of the great ocean basins... " 
The success of the Challenger's 
voyage, which of course included 
the Pacific, is well known; many 
of the statistics derived during the 
exploration are still in use. For 
example, the depth of 4475 fathoms 
(26,850 feet) recorded in the North 
Pacific, north west of the Caroline 
Islands. It was also the Challenger 
which, trawling at a depth of 1600 
fathoms, something under two 
miles, yielded 200 separate speci¬ 
mens of marine life. 

Challenger sailed from Sydney 
for New Zealand on 8th June 1874. 
She did not, apparently, operate in 
the vicinity of Norfolk Island but it 
was probably at this time that young 
Channer became aware of the exist¬ 
ence of the small island on which, 
many years later, he finally lived 
for a short while, and died. To 
quote Lord George Campbell: 

"We have 'done' New Zealand, 
and that miserablyl Sixteen 
days from Sydney to Wellington, 

... against a head gale of wind 
... a 'leadsman' was washed over¬ 
board, and never seen again. 
Nowhere is there a more abomin¬ 
able stretch of ocean than this 
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1,100 miles between Sydney and 

New Zealand.. .nothing but gales 

and bad weather." 

Challenger resumed her Pacific 
meanderings and eventually arrived 
at Tahiti. And this provides one 
interesting link with the Pitcairners 
in which young Channer would have 
been involved. In 1831 87 Pitcairn¬ 
ers were moved to Otaheite (Tahiti) 
but remained there only for about 
six months. The then very young 
Queen Pomare received the Pit¬ 
cairners hospitably (she even formally 
adopted one of the children) and made 
a residence available for them. A 
number died but the survivors later 
returned to their beloved Pitcairn 
Island. 

When Challenger called at Tahiti 
in 1874 the then ageing Queen Pomare 
was still alive and in her sixties. She 
had been ruler of Tahiti for ovei 
fifty years from the time she was 14 
years of age and she died in 1877. 

„ Thus young Arthur Channer would 
almost certainly have seen, in her 
later years, the Tahitian Queen who 
h'ad received so generously the fore¬ 
bears of the people he was to know 
on Norfolk Island in 1929. 

Later in his Naval career Channer 
was seconded by the Admiralty to 
the Indian Government and subse¬ 
quently surveyed and charted the 
Persian Gulf. Later still he became 
Superintendent of lighthouse services 
in Ceylon. 

Channer was a great sportsman and 
a horseman of note. In 1891 he was 
responsible for persuading the Colom¬ 
bo Club to secure and develop a race¬ 
course which later became the famous 
Havelock Racecourse of Ceylon. He 
was for a time secretary of the racing 
club and the Channer Stakes was an 
event on the calendar for many years. 

It was probably in India or Ceylon 
that he first met Emilie Mary: she was 

(please turn to the next page) 
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a young governess. They were 
married in London in 1907. No 
information is available on Arthur 
Channer's activities during the 
period of World War 1 but by 1914 
he was aged 62. They came to Nor¬ 
folk Island early in 1929. Channer 
was an invalid during the last few 
years of his life until he died aged 
77: but friends who knew him said 
that his tremendous spirit and cour¬ 
age never left him. Emilie Mary 
remained the devoted wife and 
attendant to her ailing husband. 

As a sailor he had expressed the 
wish to be buried at sea, but this 
was not to be. “HIC INCIPIT VITA 
NOVA" - says his headstone - "The 
new life entrances me here. ” 

So much for the sailor and sports¬ 
man and a life at sea, and a short 
life of retirement on Norfolk Island. 
There remains Emilie Mary and the 
connection with aviation. 

Most people have probably heard 
of the famous World War 1 fighter 
and pilot ace Major E. (Mick) Man- 
nock, VC, of the Royal Flying 
Corps and the Royal Air Force. He 
was born on 24th May 1887. Not 
only a Victoria Cross winner but al¬ 
so, in 1917, the recipient of the 
Military Cross and Bar, and in 1918 
the Distinguished Service Order and 
two bars! Almost needless to say 
the VC was awarded posthumously. 
After accounting for fifty German 
aircraft, but what is now accepted 
as being a higher figure, Mannock 
met his end at the age of 31 in 
France on 26th July 1918. 

Mrs Emilie Mary Channer was 
a much loved and respected figure 
on Norfolk Island. She was 35 years 
younger than her husband, was his 
second wife, and was aged 42 when 
she was widowed. 

She was, apparently, reticent 
about the exploits of her famous 
relative for Emilie Mary had been 
a Miss Mannock and was probably 
a cousin to the famous World War 
1 aviator. Both were bom in May 
of 1887, and there is no record of 
Mannock having a twin sister. 

Emilie Mary's father was a Michael 
Mannock. An early photograph, 
marked "Mannock”, shows Emilie 
Mary to have been a very hand¬ 
some young lady. Another interest¬ 
ing and possible link with Norfolk 
Island is that Major Mannock may 
have encountered a Norfolk Island¬ 
er who served in the Royal Flying 
Corps during World War 1. Char¬ 
les Henry French Nobbs belonged 
to the RFC; he died in England 
in 1946 aged 50. 

Not only was Emilie Mary reti¬ 
cent about her relative's achieve- 



EM1LIE CHANNER A FEW YEARS 
BEFORE THE SNAPSHOT DESCRIB- 
BY BOB DALKIN. 


ments during World War 1 but she 
was also reticent about her own. 

During that conflict she worked 
at a hospital in France as a volun¬ 
tary nurse and the following letter, 
translated from the French original, 
tells part, but only part, of the 
story at that time. 

"10th Region Rennes, France, 

Directorate 
of the Health 
Service spector Costs, 

Director of the 
Health Service of 
the 10th Region to 
Madame Emilie 
Channer 
Voluntary Nurse 
H.C.28 Dinard 
I have to fulfil a very pleasant 
duty today that is coupled with 
a very intense personal pleasure, 
that of begging you to accept 
our sincere thanks for the devoted 
and enlightened care you have 
lavished upon the sick and wound¬ 
ed soldiers and for the moral and 
material comfort that you have 
so generously extended to them. 
The Director of the Health Ser¬ 


vices of the 10th Region is happy 
to associate himself with this 
feeling of gratitude, and begs 
you to accept with his heartfelt 
congratulations, the most re¬ 
spected homage. 

1 enclose herewith the nurses' 
diploma and the badge of honour. 

(Signed) Costs" 

Emilie Mary participated in the 
women's suffragette movement in 
Britain, led by Emmeline Pankhurst, 
which campaigned for votes for 
women. She is said to have taken 
part in the famous march of suffra¬ 
gettes from Brighton to London. 

In 1934, after her husband's death, 
Mrs Channer visited Europe again 
and no doubt re-lived many of her 
earlier memories. On Thursday 
26th July 1934: 

"The Lord Chamberlain (was) 
commanded by Their Majesties 
to invite Mrs Arthur Channer 
to an Afternoon Party in the 
Garden of Buckingham Palace. ” 

A snapshot photograph taken at 
"Channer's Corner" ("Pacific Cott¬ 
age") in November 1967 shows Emilie, 
then aged about 70, long frock, hat, 
bright scarf and walking stick, still 
strikingly handsome and with a very 
gay and essentially Parisienne air 
about her... "On my way to Govern¬ 
ment House 5.30 pm". Brigadier 
C.H.B. Norman, DSO, MC. Ad¬ 
ministrator of Norfolk Island at 
that time, would have been the host 
on that occasion. 

Emilie Mary Channer died on 
24th June 1968 at Norfolk Island, 
aged 81. Her "badge of honour” 
was subsequently auctioned with 
other effects to an unknown buyer. 
Does anyone on Norfolk know where 
it is today? The author of these 
notes arrived on the Island shortly 
after June 1968 and thus never knew 
her. It would have been a privilege 
to have done so. 


SOLUTION TO "THE NORFOLK 
CROSSWORD" ON PAGE 25 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

\ 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD.- Petrol and oils 

! 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) P.T Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME C^LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTOli & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GRbuP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car &. cycle tyres 

• M A SPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes. home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

j agricultural implements 

i 

Wholesaiers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

I 

POULTRY & STOCK FE^D ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able io help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



Let’s Go 
Fishing! 
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Portable Echo Sounders 


"Light Trap" flasher dial permitting easy 

readouts in bright place 

Optional changeover for flasher only or for 

dual indication of flasher and recorder 

Compact and handy design yet giving big 

expensive sounder's performance 

"White line" operation 

Fully silicon transistorized 

Reliable pulse generation by means of 

magnetic keying 

Zero line adjuster 

Reliable both in pleasure craft and com¬ 
mercial fishing boats 


INTERNAT 


I nternati one I DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 











NORFOLK DIARY P.3-7 - Associated States; 
the cost of health; fence posts coming; low¬ 
er demand for crushed rock; a clear object¬ 
ive for tourism; thanks to the Show committee 

NEW DEPOT WORKING WELL - P8 - and res- 
toration starts on Old Military Barracks 

SMALL AIRLINES plan new Pacific routes P. 9 

NEW ADMINISTRATOR’ S arrival - P.ll 

COUNCIL TRANSCRIPT - P.12-14 - Debate 
on Norfolk's rights to deal directly with the 
New Zealand Government -- and some plain 
talk from Air Cdre E. T.Pickerd, chairing 
his last Council meeting 
ISLAND hANDBOOK - P.16-30 -Island map. 


hours, calendar of events, best buys, history, 
radio-airline-shipping schedules 

NORFOLK’S LAWYERS - P, 31 -How the pro¬ 
fession is practised on the Island 

FOOTBALL ON NORFOLK - P. 34 - A round- 
up of the 1976 season,' and account of how the 
game got started and what it means here 

NORFOLK LIVING - P.36-38 - Julie Middle- 
ton; Helen Payne recipes; what's good at the 
Bond Store; Garden notes; "Island Housewife" 

LETTER FROM HOME - P. 39 - What people 
have been doing and saying 

"PARS NORFOLK" - P. 42 - Natal plum, 
oleander and other "breakwind" hedges 
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THIS MONTH will probably see the 
publication of the long-awaited re¬ 
port of the Royal Commission into 
Norfolk Island's affairs and consti¬ 
tutional status. 

While the timing of the report 
can't be known definitely until it 
is actually placed on the desks of 
Parliamentarians in Canberra, Sir 
John Nimmo, the Commissioner, 
returned to regular court duties in 
the second half of September, in 
Sydney and Canberra. That means 
his work on preparing and writing 
the report must have been com¬ 
pleted. Allowing about four weeks 
for the report to be set up and run 
off, it would seem it would be 
ready for presentation to the Gov¬ 
ernor General about mid-October. 

Then, as it can be fitted in with 
many more urgent matters before 
the Parliament, the report will be 
studied. There will be conflicting 
views on its recommendations, and 
these will be argued. In due course 
the Government will almost cer¬ 
tainly introduce a new Norfolk Isl¬ 


and bill. When it is passed, a 
new era in Norfolk history will be¬ 
gin. 

It is a foregone conclusion that 
the Island's present form of govern¬ 
ment will be changed. We are now 
a non - self-governing territory far 
from Australia --a colony of Aus¬ 
tralia, governed as colonies were 
governed -- and in the modern po¬ 
litical world that’s not an accept¬ 
able permanent form of govern¬ 
ment any longer. "Outmoded and 
inappropriate", the Whitlam Go¬ 
vernment called it. 

In much United Nations debate 
on colonies around the world, it 
has seemed there are two main al¬ 
ternatives to being a colony: an isl¬ 
and can evolve into being an inde¬ 
pendent little nation, or it can e- 
volve into being an integral part of 
its existing big-brother government. 

The majority of people on Nor¬ 
folk probably don't want either of 
those alternatives, but something 
iq between: more local self-govern¬ 
ment. but a formal and strong con- 


PUBLISHED BY THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS, P.O.BOX 94, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899. ALL CONTENTS COPYRIGHT. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS BY AIRMAIL; AUSTRALIA $10pa/NEW ZEALAND $A16pa/PACIFIC ISLANDS $A18/USA-UK $A24pa 
































nection with Australia. 

In Washington, D.C. a careful 
study has just begun to explore the 
possibilities of this "third alterna¬ 
tive" form of government for island 
areas. 

The study is being made with fin¬ 
ancial help from the Ford.Founda- 
tion. It is being carried out by the 
Institute of International Law and 
Economic Development, under its 
president, Mr. Arnold H. Leibow- 
itz. 

Papers written by Mr. Leibowitz 
are among the many thousands of 
Items stu&ed by Sir John Nimmo 
as he worked on Norfolk's problems. 

The U. S. is interested in forms 
of government for offshore islands 
because of its links with Puerto Ri¬ 
co, the Marianas, the Virgin Isl¬ 
ands, Guam and other places. 

In 1960 the U.N. Decolonisation 
Committee formally recognised 
three acceptable directions in 
which a non - self-governing isl¬ 
and could evolve: integration as 
a state within a larger mother- 
country, independence, and the 
third alternative of "Associated 
State". But in practice, according 
to the Institute of International 
Law and Economic Development, 
the LLN. has resisted the Associ¬ 
ated State alternative and has not 
analysed the possibility very care¬ 
fully. i 

As on Norfolk, people in many 
colonies around the world would 
like to run their own affairs, but 
don't really like the idea of break¬ 
ing completely away from their pa¬ 
rent country. 

According to the U.N., an Asso¬ 
ciated State should have its own in¬ 
ternal constitution, and its "indivi¬ 
duality and cultural characteristics” 
should be protected. 

In addition to a locally-adopted 
constitution, the Associated State 
has a formal Agreement with the 
large country it's associated with. 

This agreement spells out various 
economic and political relation¬ 
ships. 

The U.S, idea of an Associated 
State is that it should be locally self- 
governing but should have a perma¬ 
nent union with a larger country on 
the basis of common citizenship, 
common defense, common currency, 
free market and "a common loyal¬ 
ty to the value of democracy” - - 
but with the larger Federal Govern¬ 
ment retaining specific powers, in¬ 
cluding foreign affairs and national 
security. 

The concept was first tried by the 
U.S. in 1934 when such an arrange¬ 


ment was made with the Philippines. 
The Northern Marianas have just 
completed a similar agreement with 
the U.S., and Guam and the Virgin 
Islands appear to be moving in the 
same direction. 

The relationship between New Zea¬ 
land and the Cook Islands is ano¬ 
ther example of the Associated State 
concept. 

The Institute's study is expected 
to take about a year, and it would 
be intolerable for Norfolk's future 
constitutional status to remain up in 
the air for that long. But the fact 
that the Associated State concept is 
apparently growing in acceptability 
could be useful as Australia consid¬ 
ers what concrete actions should 
flow on from Sir John Nimmo's 
Imminent report. 


Mr Cdre Pickard once 
again closes the book 

A REASONABLE DIARY of events on 
Norfolk Island ought to record that 
Air Commodore E.T. Pickerd han¬ 
dled his three months' term as Act¬ 
ing Administrator with professional 
skill and with restraint. He served 
the Island and Australia well, at the 
cost of considerable inconvenience 
to himself and his family -- and at 
some risk to his own reputation. 

He walked into a situation that 
was bristling with anger and resent¬ 
ment. Council had cabled its blunt, 
strong objections to his re-appoint¬ 
ment. When he had retired as Ad¬ 
ministrator in 1975, he had closed 
an important chapter in his career 
feeling it had been one of the most 
satisfactory periods in his life. In 
June nine months later, he was re¬ 
opening the chapter -- and for all 
anyone knew then, it might have 
gone on to some disagreeable and 
bitter kind of ending. 

He returned to the Island regard¬ 
less, because he'd been asked to 
by the Government. He spoke soft¬ 
ly , kept the wheels of government 
turning, decided matters that had 
to be decided -- and left the Island 
with probably more public respect 
than he had enjoyed before. 

He was happy to leave for the sec¬ 
ond time, despite some mixed feel¬ 
ings of concern and regret, which 
seem to be the emotions that show 
most in this issue's cover photograph 
of him talking with new Administra¬ 
tor O'Leary not long before the old 
DC4 took him back home. 

The pilot of the plane flew a tree- 
tops circuit of Norfolk after taking 
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off, giving Air Cdre Pickerd a last 
; long look, and causing many of us 
on the ground torfeflect that he had 
done a good job. 

Hospital result good 
but Fund rates soar 

THE HOSPITAL Board and the Med¬ 
ical Officer -- along with others 
in the health care field on Norfolk — 
produced a fine result last year. 

The Board's figures for 1976/76 
show that the Island hospital just 
about paid its own way, which is 
a remarkable achievement for any 
community these days. 

The accounts reveal a profit of 
about $7600 from the dispensary, 
almost $6000 from X-rays, and 
$130,000 received from patients 
and out-patients. 

For years the hospital has had to 
be subsidised by the Admin, which 
not only pays the Medical Officer's 
salary but has had to chip in addi - 
tional funds every year to make up 
losses and pay for maintenance. 

It's been customary to include 
the cash subsidies as income, and 
they are shown that way in the new • 
accounts. As a result the books 


seem to show a mighty profit of 
$54, 000 for the year. But if you 
take out die subsidies the fact is 
that the hospital lost just under 
$10, 000 in the year, even though 
its Medical Officer was provided 
without charge to the Board. At 
that, the hospital appears to have 
been better operated and managed 
than ever before. 

Against that background of good 
news, it comes as a shock that the 
rates for hospital and medical bene¬ 
fit funds have been doubled or more 
starting October 1st. A family wan¬ 
ting the fullest cover from the HCF 
will how have to pay $644.22 per 
year. People on Norfolk Island 
won't get any better medical care 
for the massive increase; we are 
simply asked to pay the price of 
runaway inflation on the main¬ 
land. 

And the higher mainland costs 
will probably mean that the per- 
day bed cost at our own hospital 
will rise again before long. This 
is the result of a crazy kind of 
money logic. The sequence is 
that mainland hospital costs go up, 
so they raise their rates; the hospi¬ 
tal benefits funds have to raise 
their rates to cover the higher hos¬ 


pital charges; and the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and hospital then raises its rates, 
because people can claim higher 
rates from the mainland funds. 

At least twice in recent years, 
concerned residents have made an 
effort to devise some more econom¬ 
ical way for Island people to get 
proper health care. Neil McIntyre 
had a go eight years or so back, but 
couldn't make the economics work 
out. John Glover offered his statis¬ 
tical skills for another review more 
recently; but this never took place, 
because the hospital data on actual 
patient costs was considered confi¬ 
dential. 

A bit of arithmetic with the new 
HCF and MBF rates indicates that 
' the time might now be right for 
looking again at the whole question. 

The "basic medical' cost of HCF 
is $216 a year for a family. There 
are about 450 families on Norfolk. 

If all were covered, there would 
be $96, 750 being paid for medical 
(that is, doctor) coverage each 
year. 

Could Norfolk hire a doctor, and 
provide him with an office and rea¬ 
sonable assistance, for $96,750? 

Of course it could, with room to 
spare. 





Posts are on the way 

IT LOOKS AS IF the fence post 
shortage may be near an end. 

For some months it’s been easier 
to find hens' teeth than fence posts, 
but the Tanalysing Plant now has 
a stock of over 2,000 untreated 
posts on hand and plans to put tberti 
through the treatment process by 
early next year. 

The backlog of post orders on 
hand is stated as "over 500“-- but 
Greg Quintal, who sees to a lot of 
Island fencing, says he is waiting 
for delivery of that many, so there 
can't be many other customers in 
the queue. 

On figures compiled recently, the 
Tanalith Plant about broke even in 
the first half of this year. Mainten¬ 
ance of the plant and wages amoun¬ 
ted to $7, 027.23, and it cost some 
$3,160,47 to extract timber. In¬ 
come was $6,553.61 for tanalysing 
charges, and $3, 517.85 for forest 
products sold. Net loss for the half- 
year, $116.24. 


Crushing plant feels 
the financial squeeze 

ISLAND INDUSTRIES, managed by 
Gerry Aafjes, has exclusive rights 
to quarry and crush rock on Norfolk. 
The contract was negotiated at a 
rime when there was no efficient 
rock-busting operation on the Island 
and it seemed necessary to assure 
the company of an exclusive busi- 
sfcss if they would make the large 
' investment that was necessary. 

A license to make money? Well 
it isn't just now. With the squeeze 
on new Admin spending, there are 
no Norfolk roads set to be sealed 
this year. The demand for metal 
is therefore down to a fraction of 
what the plant can produce -- and 
unless Island Industries can land 
some other contract work, there 
will have to be a reduction in the 
size of its workforce. 

Blasting, crushing and plant en¬ 
gineering are specialist trades, and 
if the present crew is cut back it 
won't be easy to build it back up 
again when the need for crushed 
rock rises again. 

Upgrading of the airport will re¬ 
quire a lot of rock, but Gerry says 
that project is nine or ten months 
away, at least. Meanwhile he's 
carrying a payroll of $6, 000 every 
month. 

He explained the situation to a 
committee of Council, pointing out 
that if Admin orders dried up, reas¬ 


onable notice of future orders would 
have to be given before the company 
could re-staff with competent men 
and get into full production once 
again. 

"We can't give any assurance be¬ 
yond what's already approved, " the 
committee secretary told him. 

"When there's no dough, there isn't 
any dough." 

The tourist objective 
— In a nutshell 

TOURIST BOARD President Phil 
Page, circularising local business 
people for support of the Board’s 
efforts,- reported last month that in 
bis view "A balance must be kept 
between what is financially best, 
and what is best for the life style of 
all the residents of Norfolk Island." 

Then he said very succinctly some¬ 
thing the Board has never put quite 
so clearly before; "In a nutshell, 
Norfolk Island should retain its un¬ 
ique way of life, and at the same 
time supply sufficient amenities for 
the visitor for him to share this very 
same way of life." 

We think that is spot on. But to be 
followed as an objective, his state¬ 
ment needs to be made specific e- 
nough so the Board can decide whe¬ 
ther some new proposal actually fits 
with Norfolk's way of life --or whe¬ 
ther it’s merely financially best. 

What are die important elements 
of the "unique way of life" that Nor¬ 
folk should retain, and that we want 
visitors to come share? 

A year's free subscription to The 
News for the best answer -- and a 
free copy of the November issue to 
all runners-up. 


Thanks from us all 

MESSAGE TO David Buffett, Ray 
Nobbs, Wilf Randall, Colleen Rogers. 
Bill Underwood, Bernie Christian- 
Bailey, Ned Lehdiall. Mary Nobbs. 
Greg Quintal, Fay Bataille, Diana 
Buffett, Margaret Buffett, Maude 
Buffett, Joyce Distance, Peter Dis¬ 
tance, Margaret Greenham, Stan 
Jensen,Elaine LenthalL Bobby Lloyd, 
Joy Quintal, Edith Randall, Eileen 
Richards, John Ryves, Stanley Rog¬ 
ers, Julie South, Trevor Tavener, 
Dorodiie Ward, Jo Wiltshier, Ross 
Wiltshier and the scores of others 
who make possible -- and the hun¬ 
dreds of exhibitors who are - -the 
A & H Society's AnnuafShowj your 
effort and care and time are preser¬ 
ving One of the most worth-while 
traditions of the Island, and the 
rest of us are grateful to you. 


SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 


late In the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 

abroad, and if we don't 

have what you need we’re 

happy -to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS ANl> SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS ♦ GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 
ISLAND 
. STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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re DEPOT WORKING WELL 
-RESTORATION UNDERWAY 
AT OLD KINGSTON SITE 

BY THE END of this month, the 
Island's Works Department ought 
to be completely cleared out of 


the Old Military Barracks com¬ 
pound at Kingston, and operating 
completely from the new Depot in 
New Cascade Rd. 

The old Kingston location may 
have been full of romantic history, 
but it was a rotten place for the 
men of the department to work. 
Dingy, ill-lighted and cramped, 


THE NEW $320, 000 WORKS DEPOT IS 
A BIG IMPROVEMENT OVER KINGSTO 

it made almost any job a bit hard¬ 
er than it ought to be. 

Severe corrosion from the salt¬ 
laden air at Kingston also created 
continual headaches for the men 
responsible for maintaining equip- 


‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

I S LAN D - OW N E D 

Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 

Mon,. Tues.. Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only S4 


with all of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Sraorqas 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for $5 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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ment. 

The new Depot amounts to a 
gift from the Australian Govern¬ 
ment, worth around $320, 000,all 
told. It is a by-product of the big 
program for restoring the historic 
Kingston buildings. Architects say 
the Old Military Barracks is the 
prize of the lot at Kingston -- and 
in order to restore it, Australia had 
first of all to find another place 
for the Works Depot. 

Chief Works Supervisor Boonie 
Buffett says the Department's op¬ 
erations are far better off in every 
respect at the new Depot. "We're 
getting more work done, and a 
better class of work, " he says. 

There are proper facilities for 
motor mechanics, carpenters, e- 
lectricians, plumbers and other 
specialist tradesmen. Road main¬ 
tenance work is quicker because 
the Depot is much closer to the 
centre of the Island. 

An incidental benefit is that there 
will be adequate water supply for 
keeping vehicles washed, even in 
summer: a pump has been instal¬ 
led in a well beside a creek near¬ 
by. The well was dug some years 
ago, when the area was used as the 
agricultural block for the Norfolk 
Island school. 

With the Works Department just 


about out of the Old Military Bar¬ 
racks, restoration work has started 
there. Hundreds of holes have been 
drilled into the lower walls of the 
buildings in the compound, and a 
silicone preparation will be injected 
to stabilise the masonry. And the 
former flat on the top floor of the 
main building has been ripped out. 

SHALL AIRLINES THINK 
BIG ABOUT LINKING 
ISLANDS IN PACIFIC 

PLANS FOR NEW inter-island air¬ 
line services in the Pacific were 
announced last month in Pago Pago 
and in Tonga. 

Mr. George Wray, president of 
South Pacific Island Airways, a line 
based in American Samoa, said 
SPIA had been certified by the King¬ 
dom of Tonga to take over its in¬ 
ternal air services and to provide a 
regular run between Pago Pago and 
the Tongan capital, Nuku’alofa. 

The service is to start this month, 
using 20-passenger, twin-engine 
Otter turbojets. 

There will be every-other-day 
services from Pago Pago, with calls 
at the Tongan islands of Vava'u, 


Ha'api and 'Eua. 

Vava'u is the site of the Port of 
Refuge hotel, which has been in a 
financial squeeze and has been up 
for sale. But with the announce¬ 
ment of the new SPIA service, the 
owners of the hotel have become 
optimistic again and have taken 
it off the market. 

Pago Pago International airport 
is a connecting point for onward 
flights to many countries. It is un¬ 
der the authority of the U. S. Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration, 
which has just approved a $3,690, - 
000 program for improving the 
field. 

SPIA provides a high-frequency 
service between Pago Pago and Wes¬ 
tern Samoa. In the first six months 
of this year, the airline flew 2, 080 
departures between the two Samoas, 
completing 99.3<ft of them despite 
weather that sometimes forces the 
cancellation of flights. 

Meanwhile a Japanese organisa¬ 
tion called the Royal Tonga Club 
announced that it has big plans for 
a further inter-island air service 
running from New Caledonia on to 
Fiji, Tonga, Pago Pago and Tahiti. 
It would connect with UTA flights 
between New Caledonia and Tokyo, 
with Japan Air Lines flights from 
Nadi, Fiji to Tokyo, and with Air 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM TELEPHONE 2 019 
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Micronesia flights between Tokyo 
and Saipan, Majuro and Pago Pago. 

Seven members of the Royal Ton¬ 
ga Club visited Nuku'alofa from 
Tokyo early last month for talks 
about the proposed service with 
King Taufa'ahua. 

In setting up the proposed new 
service, the club plans to work 
with a consortium including one of 
the Japanese airlines and another 
Japanese tourist industry company. 


The club offered two aircraft to 
Tonga for the service, but the of¬ 
fer depends on good tourist accom¬ 
modation being built in Tonga be¬ 
forehand. “We have to provide 
hotel accommodation for tourists 
first, "said Mr. Mibsuaki Fusimoto, 
the club's acting chairman. 

The club had been interested in 
buying the Port of Refuge Hotel, 
until South Pacific Island Airways 
announced its new service there, 


and the hotel was removed from 
sale. 

The club is considering building 
a second international-standard 
hotel on Vava’u, and one at Tonga- 
tapu. 

The Royal Tonga Club delegation 
also talked with the King about 
a fishing fleet base similar to the 
one recently proposed by Russia, 
and about possible oil exploration 
by Japanese companies in Tonga. 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 
THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 
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foot hits Norfolk ground, he’s in 
charge, and the previous man, in 
that moment, becomes a former 
Administrator. 

Mr. Desmond Vincent O’Leary 
took the fateful step the afternoon 
of September 4th. 

Waiting at the foot of the gang¬ 
way was Acting Administrator E. 

T. Pickerd, with only seconds left 
of his term of office; Acting Offi¬ 


cial Secretary Gil Hitch, and Pres¬ 
ident of Committees Bill Blucher. 

Administrator and Mrs. O'Leary 
then strolled to greet an assemb¬ 
lage of Councillors and wives who 
were waiting to say hello over to¬ 
ward die terminal. 

It was an afternoon of brilliant 
sunshine, and Mr. O’Leary's well- 
furled bumbershoot turned out to 
be an un-needed precaution. 


CHANGE-OVER 

OF 

ADMINISTRATOR 


THERE IS NO CEREMONY at which 
a Norfolk Island Administrator ends 
his term of office and a new Ad¬ 
ministrator takes over -- it’s just 
a matter of the new man descend¬ 
ing from his aircraft. When his 






(Council 

I NEW ZEALAND recently put a tax • 

1 of $16.20 on air Tickets to Norfolk, 
l and proportionally more on travel 
I to most other overseas points. 

I Norfolk Council sent a thunder - 
t ing cable of protest, asking the Aus- , 

I tralian Government to ask N. Z.to? 

| reconsider. Australia replied that 
I Norfolk hadn't put up a good enough 
l case to justify intruding into New 
I Zealand's domestic affairs. 

I That reply was debated at August 
I Council. It was really a debate a- 
I bout what Norfolk's authority is, 

I and a farewell lecture from depiar- 
I ting Administrator E.T.Pickerd; 

Cr; Ryves; "I believe, sir, the sub¬ 
ject matter of the cable shows that 
we perhaps as a Council should do 
more research before we race into 
things, because there's so much 
sound common sense in what has 
been put here that I don't believe 
we would now. have a case to submit 
to the Minister to make a submission 
to Cabinet on our behalf." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, am 
I to understand then that not only 
did the Minister not endorse the 
cable but he didn't even pass it on?" 
Chairman: "Yes. M 
Cr. McIntyre: Well, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, 1 think he's misunderstood 
the spirit at least in which 1 support¬ 
ed the cable. 

"It wasn't sent from my point of 
view to the Minister so that he could 
pass it on on the condition that he 
liked it -- he wasn’t opted the right 
of censor of the thing --he was ask¬ 
ed to pass it on to the New Zealand 
Government as the view of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council not of the 
Australian Government... 

"Insofar as the Australian Gpvern- 
ment doesn't have the same view -- 
that's up to the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. 

"When the Norfolk Island Council 
has a view that it is an island in the 
Pacific and that the New Zealand 
Government has considered in its own 
domestic matters exemptions to isl¬ 
ands in the Pacific, it seems a per¬ 
fectly straightforward matter that Nor¬ 
folk Island .should put its case to the 
New Zealand Government... *» 

Chairman: "I would have to violent¬ 
ly disagree with you Cr. McIntyre 
and suggest that you misunderstand 
the responsibilities and channels of 
communication of the Norfolk Island 
Council, which has no authority - 


? 


RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


nor has the A dm inistr atbx-SlWhatso - 
ever to communica%^9i5Foreign 
governments. <■ 

"As I pointed out whgii you yere 
debating the first proposal with Coun¬ 
cillors that under the'Signature of the 
Chairman ^the President of Committees 
should send a cable direct to the 
Prime Minister qf New Zealand, but. 
in my opinion,-yoh were exceeding 
your authority UnderAct and 
under the Norfolk Island Council 
Ordinance in that you exist at the 
present time to provide advice to 
the Administrator who in turn is 
responsible to the Minister who ad¬ 
ministers Norfolk Island. 

"N>w if Councillors wish to go di¬ 
rect to the Prime Minister, that’s 
their own business, but I see nothing 
anomalous in tjie actions that the 
Minister has taken?- 1 

"We asked the Minister to support 
our proposition and;-the Minister has 
come back and said he would not 
support it and has given us reasons 
why he wouldn’t support it, and has 
asked us, as a territory of Australia, 
to provide him, as a Minister of the 
Government, with reasons why he 
should try to prevail upon the appro¬ 
priate Ministers through Cabinet 
for die Australian Government to 
intrude into the affairs of New 
Zealand. 

"Now if Council want to have 
the right to negotiate with Foreign 
Governments, as I've stated before 
in my humble opinion, you are 
not seeking executive authority. 

’What you're seeking is a form 
of independence, and you’ve got 
to make up your own minds about 
this thing. 

"I see the channels that have 
taken place and which, I think it 
would be true to say, I prevailed 
upon Council to change their 
course and not send thq cable di¬ 
rect to the Prime Minister of New 
Zealand but to send it to the 
Australian Minister as the proper 
channels at the present moment. 

"If you're not satisfied with 
those channels, that is a different 
ball-game altogether. 

"At the moment I see nothing 
anomalous whatsoever in the pro¬ 
cedural arrangements that were 
adopted initially and what the 
Minister has now stated. 

"On the other hand, a direct 
approach by a non-statutory body 
such as the Tourist Board etc. to 
whatever authorities they wish in 


New Zealand, supported by Coun¬ 
cil on resolution if they want to, 
appears to be a different thing al¬ 
together. " 

Cr. Ryves: "They've invited us to 
put a convincing argument to the 
Australian Government. *•' 

"If we think we've got a con¬ 
vincing argument -- I haven't got 
one -- but if we think we have one 
then let's do it. " 

Cr. McKenzie: "I support the re¬ 
marks of Cr. Ryves. From the in¬ 
formation I've got, I don’t think 
it's made much difference to the 
tourist industry from New Zealand. 

"My wife happens to be in a 
position where she talks to many 
tourists coming from New Zealand 
and she hasn't heard one of them 
whinge yet about the increase in 
fares. ” 

Cr. Blucher; "Irrespective of what 
the Minister regards as intruding 
on the domestic affairs, I still feel 
that there is an indication of a 
negative attitude within this reply. 

"Perhaps a direct approach or 
a more strong direct approach by 
the Tourist Board and the people 
concerned with the tourist in¬ 
dustry on Norfolk Island might 
have been the answer in the first 
instance and I believe that that was 
the case. 

"As far as having a convincing 
case, I think the text of that cable 
was a reasonably convincing case 
where we mentioned the imports 
catered for the tourists and the 
nearness of our relationships and 
the historical relationship with each 
other. 

"I think that in itself is a fairly 
strong case for some consideration 
for exemption, when you consider 
that six other islands in the Pacific 
were exempted, and I can see no 
other difference in relationship than , 
we would have to them, Mr. Chair- $ 
man." 

Cr. Bennett: "Yes, Mr. Chairman. 
Another thing that do£S concern me 
is that this appears to be another 
case of a request from Council not 
having reached the persons to whom 
it was intended. 

"Whilst I agree with Cr. McKen¬ 
zie that the travel tax in New Zeal¬ 
and may not have the adverse 
effect we had envisaged, and 
therefore the objection would not 
have had the same intensity, but 
attached to this memorandum is 
a copy of a letter from the Nor- 
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folk Island Tourist Board and 
whilst I don't agree with this body 
taking a direct action in this in¬ 
stance, at least some members of 
the New Zealand Government are 
aware of our grievances. 

"I think there is little we can do 
but to note the Minister's reply to 
our cable and at some future date, 
if we find there is need to raise the 
issue again or some body on the isl¬ 
and requests Council to raise it, we 
will bring the matter forward again." 
Chairman: "Would somebody like 
to move that? But I'd like to point 
out that what's recorded in the 
minutes is what Councillors say and 
if you make strong comment about 
the Minister's action in your de¬ 
bate and then you meekly pass a 
resolution of noting what the Mini¬ 
ster said, are you at ease with 
your conscience?-awit 

”If you feel as strong as some 
Councillors appear to feel in what 
they've said now, are they prepared 
to just note the Minister's action? 

"I’m not trying to promote a 
course of action but what I'm saying 
is that it's no good being "lions at 
home" and "lambs away". 

"If you've got a strong feeling 
about it, I'm sure the Minister 
would like to get it expressed in 
logical manner in which he would 
have to take note. 

"I'm perfectly happy to take 
whatever action Council wish." 

Cr. Smith: "These other islands, 

Mr. Chairman - I suppose they be¬ 
long to New Zealand or under 
N^w Zealand control - is that a 
point that's mentioned?’ 

Chairman: "I don't think .they're 
under New Zealand control but 
©a eh of them have got some affin¬ 
ity with New Zealand in the past 
and indeed in our cable we 
attempted to produce perhaps not 
a similar affinity but a close 
affinity with New Zealand. 

"We boosted up our original case 
by taking this particular line of 
approach but it hasn't convinced 
the Minister who is responsible for 
the administration Of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and that he should through Cabinet 
seek to have the Australian Govern¬ 
ment, on behalf of Norfolk Island, 
attempt to have the New Zealand 
Government give an exemption to 
Norfolk Island. 

"Now if you still feel you've got 
a case, and you can put further evi¬ 
dence, the Minis ter has given you 
the opportunity." 

Cr, Ryves: "I've heard it expressed 
that Norfolk Island is doing New 
Zealand a favour by buying .goods 
from New Zealand. ? J 


"1 think we're’ darn labky teat 
the disparity in .thO-NeW’Zealand $ 
in relation to the Australian s eri-’ ; 
ables us to buy goods on : a much 
cheaper market. 

"I would submit to this Council 
that the fact that the New Zealand 
Government is scrambling for an in¬ 
come by putting a VlPjc impost on 
their tickets is part Of the reason 
why we’re benefiting from the de¬ 
valued $. 

"I think that if we went and argued 
with them that we buy things from 
them, they'd say - 'Yes but you're 
buying them at a much cheaper rate 
than you could normally buy them 
from elsewhere', and would try to 
offset some of that by getting some 
money back from another source, 
and I think these are the son of argu¬ 
ments you'd get back." 

Chairman: "We’re debating round 
a Minister's cable at the mo¬ 
ment without a resolution to which 
we can direct our precise thoughts. 
I'll give Cr. Blucher the opportun¬ 
ity to speak but is any Councillor 
prepared at this juncture to put for¬ 
ward a resolution regarding the 
Minister's reply?" 

Cr. Blucher; "Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

I would move that Council supports 
the cable sent to the Minister, 
cable No. 304, and also supports 
the actions of the Norfolk Island 
Tourist Board and the Chamber of 
Commerce in their letters to the 
New Zealand Government and the 
Australian Government and asks 
that the Minister reconsider this 
case, taking into consideration the 
case we have already put forward 
and the text of that let ter and our 
cables and ask him if he’d con¬ 
sider these very seriously on our 
behalf. ” 

Chairman: "Is there a seconder 
to that motion? Cr. McIntyre. 
Well, knowing Ministers, I would 
have to say that I'm quite sure 
that he is convinced that the case 
that you put forward is not sufficient 
for him to take action. I'm prepared 
to put.. send off Council's cable y 
Council's resolution, if you pass that 
resolution, but he states here - or 
the Department states here - they 
will pursue with the Minister if you 
of Council are able to mount a 
convincing argument why Austral¬ 
ian Government should not intrude. 

“Now in the first place we didn't 
ask to intrude bn domestic affairs 
of New Zealand --1 think that's 
perhaps the wrong use of the word -- 
what we asked was that there are 
certain islands in the Pacific which 
have had some relationship with 
New Zealand in the past sufficients 


ly strong tb Warraftr 'the 'New 
Zealand Governmeint to bxempt ' no 
them from the 10 <%> travel-tax levy! 1 ? 
that a similar consideration should 
be given to Norfolk Island for a >mi! 
variety of reasons which we,' as seen 
from our .vantage, point here, are 
thought to have some validity and- 

"The Minister doesn't see it that 
way.” 

Cr. Smith: "Mr. Chairman, you've 
mentioned before that this Council 
is only an Advisory Council. The 
Minister made it quite clear that 
we will have to put up a strong 
case and I can'rsee how we dan 
put up a strong cate against the New 
Zealand Government being an Aust¬ 
ralian territory and I don't think 
we will get anywhere with-another 
submission.- sol I cannot support the; 
motion." 

Chairman: "Just a minute' OU 
Smith. tM 

"Yes I did say Council was ad¬ 
visory, but I want to make ft quire 
clear Council in case you got the 
wrong impression. 

"I have never referred to the 
advisory responsibility of this Coun¬ 
cil in any derogatory or malicious 
way. 

"Indeed I've been one of the 
strongest movers that Council should 
move out of its advisory role, and, 
in fact, I’m a great believer that 
advice used properly can t- a very 
powerful weapon, but I did re¬ 
mind you that your responsibility 
because it seemed to me that there 
was perhaps a suggestion that you 
should start going direct to a Foreign 
Government in which case I pointed 
out that you are advisory to tee Ad¬ 
ministrator who is responsible to ad¬ 
minister and teat if you go outside 
teat advisory role you should only 
do so with your eyes wide open and 
prepared to accept tee full conse¬ 
quences of tee actions. 

"That was tee only context in 
which I used the term 'advisory'." 

Cr. Ryves: *1 don't propose to 
support tee motion, sir, because I’m 
not convinced in my mind teat we 
have a case. 

"I accept tee Minister's statements 
here as being accurate when be re¬ 
lates to various increases' on tee 
Australian fare in relation to tee New 
Zealand fare, apd I think we’d just 
be wasting out time in pressing this 
matter further and.tei^teg the,,Goun- 
cil down by doingfio.--’* 

Cr. Snell: ”1' think we're getting away 
from-tee fact that -- I know that tee 
principle of levying the travel tax to 
tee air fare Auckland/Norfolk/Auck¬ 
land and tee exemptions to some of 
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the Pacific Islands, but the travel tax 
on the Norfolk Island fare is some 
$18,60 and I think that the New Zeal¬ 
and has classified this as a negligible 
amount and has taken this into con¬ 
sideration in applying it to us. 

"1 feel personally that the travel 
tax is an added burden and I can't 
see the reason why they should ex¬ 
empt, say, Fiji and not exempt Nor¬ 
folk Island as we are of the same 
basis of our economy, but after these 
subject telegrams had been sent and 
the replies had been received and, 
as Cr. McKenzie has said, there 
doesn’t seem to be at the moment 
any detriment to our tourist trade 
from New Zealand, 1 would go along 
with the motion that this matter be 
left in abeyance for the time being 
as it appears generally that we're 
not going to get anywhere unless we 
can put up a stronger case than we 
have already." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, this 
is an issue of communication .. . 

"It doesn't appear that anybody 
considers Norfolk's place in ad¬ 
vance -- nobody officially approach¬ 
ed Norfolk Island in advance --the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices presumably would have regard¬ 
ed it as a matter for Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Affairs wouldn't have 


regarded themselves as concerned 
with Norfolk Island, and so on around 
the mulberry bush - - but the issue is 
not that the New Zealand Govern¬ 
ment has heard all die reasoned ar¬ 
guments and thought that <hey weren't 
very good and rejected them - the 
issue is that the New Zealand Govern¬ 
ment hasn't heard the case at all.. 

"This is the very point that goes 
back -- it is far more "the principle 
that where communication is necess¬ 
ary Norfolk Islanders, this chance in 
particular, are best equipped to ar¬ 
gue the Norfolk Island case. 

"They are continually concerned 
with it and know far more about it 
than the mainland does... * 

Chairman: ”... It seems that if you 
want to change the present situation 
you've got to legislate for channels 
of communication which by-pass 
the Minister, and neither the Coun¬ 
cil or the Administrator have those 
channels at the present moment, 
and I would not personally endorse 
support or be party of any proposi¬ 
tion to change the present legis¬ 
lative communication channels. 

"It's like a parent who tells a 
child be or she can’t do something, 
the child would like to by-pass the 
parent; until the child is either 
strong enough or fast enough or gets 


parental approval to do so that 
appears to be the end of that part¬ 
icular issue. 

"Now if you want to change it, 
as I keep saying to you, do some¬ 
thing about that but don't harp on 
it all the time because you're not 
getting anywhere. H 
Cr. Blucher: "Mr. Chairman, as 
representative of the people of 
this community, I don't believe 
that our issues and requests that we 
send to the Minister what we sin¬ 
cerely believe are to the best in¬ 
terests of Norfolk Island, irrespect¬ 
ive of whether the Minister goes 
along with that idea or not, but 
when we get a negative answer back 
there's no use going back on our 
haunches and accepting it. 

"I think if we’re strong enough to 
represent the people we're strong 
enough to put forward a case of what 
we want for the island and what we 
do not want for the island and then 
keep on going and following that 
track rather strongly. 

I The motion, asking the Minister to 
I reconsider, was lost. It was then 
| moved that the Minister's cable 
I simply be noted, with thanks; "Go- 
| ing, going..." said Chairman 
| Pickerd; ”1 propose we take the 
I thanks out," said Cr. Ryvesj and 
I that motion passed. 


^xxxx\x\xxxxxxxx\\\\x\xx\\\\\\xxx\x\\\\\\www\\\v 

X| RAIN N 

V 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS riD X 

E OF NORFOLK'S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... 

Luncheon "^Garrison Courtyard 



UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE 

COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS 
AND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEALAND STEAK, 
GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN’. 


bowls of crisp tossed salad... hot, crusty French bread & butte 


Children's portions available 


G the . 

arrison 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 
IN THE EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri. and Sat. please book-2073 


§ 

FINEl X 

! 

1 

i 
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ISLAND 



i 5 


for OCTOBER 


*► what’s on ► opening & closing times 

► where to find it ► airline schedules 

► best shopping ► radio programmes 

►Norfolk calendar ►shipping information 

► tides-sun-moon ► Island map 

BOB 

...and the NORFOLK 
WORD 

BSB 

S 





ROUDS 

(Norfolk Uland) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 

LANCO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY■ SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

SHOP AT 

/^WROUDS 





© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'" 


POINT HUNJER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 
★ Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


norkl 7 niVC 7 on ft __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UVXN f UATu — I *0U am XO Jj pm only from 9 am to 7 prti-- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries.., 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early 4 late. 




MINOLTA XM & 
ROKKOR LENSES 



Optically PERFECT 

CAME 


FROM NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
ONLY PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SPECIA LISTS 


Automatic electronic exposure-control 
system is contained in the Auto Electro 
Finder, which also permits match- 
needle and full-manual exposure 
control. 

Stepless automatic shutter speeds from 
4 to 1/2000 sec., step speeds from 
1/2000 to a full 16 sec. 

Through-the-lens full-aperture metering 
by Minolta’s exclusive CLC system 

“Information-center” viewfinder has 
shutter speed, aperture, and LED 
exposure warning signal visible while 
viewing. 

RA LI N E 


Pinpoint ■■ 
3ccuracy 

Professional 

Versatility 









PATON PLAGE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE : Open 8.54am-12.30pm 
and 1.15pm-5pm weekdays only. (Yes, 
8. 54 is correct. Postmaster Foxy Me 
Coy says it's an odd time, and that 
helps assure it opens right on the tick.) 
Mail closing times vary with aircraft 
departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New, Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- , 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE : (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
Store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see AmyBathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
10am-lpm and2,pm-5pm Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE’. 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

After-hours shopping : The Milk 

Bar 7.3 0am -9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 ami 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ : Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5. 30pm 
Mon-Fri,, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric DrOnfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9. 30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PAINTINGS. .. WEAVINGS. .. LOVELY IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 






SclustjlL 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






Q 

OMEGA 





TDiiiir 



Omega and Tissot: 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 











The Norfolk Island 


• . . . HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES 1 

October 2, 1788: The-’Golden Grove* left Sydney with the 
second group --42 people --of settlers for Norfolk Island. 

October 7, 1798: The sloop 'Norfolk*, which had been built 
here and confiscated by the NSW Governor, sailed from 
Sydney and made the voyage on which it was first learned 
that Tasmania is an island, not part of the mainland. 

October 10, 1774: Captain Cook discovered Norfolk Island. 

i'ion.William Charles Wentworth was born on 
date. 




October 18, 1828: George Hunn Nobbs married Sarah Christian 
(October 25, 1860: Alexander Maconochie, former N.I. Com- 
mandant and famous prison reformer, died in Surrey at 73. 
October 25, 1788 : Captain Bligh sailed The Bounty into * 
harbour at Tahiti. 

October 30, 1857 ;The "39 Laws" were proclaimed for N. I. 
October 31, 1792: The population of Norfolk was 1,115 
October 31, 1856: Governor Denison proclaimed Norfolk a 
"distinct and senarate settlement". 


‘■M»7 w \<~m 


^3) Rise 5.54, set 6.19 

Rise 5.33, set 6.19 

|“ Rise 5. 52, set 6.20 

Rise 5.51, set 6.2i 

H0345 LI 009 

H* H0452 LI 105 

W H0600 LI 159 

O L0026 H0659 

HI 62 3 L2241 

H1730 L2335 

HI 831 

L1249 HI 92 5 

• Church services 

• Housie (LC) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

•Film. sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Darts(RSL) 

•Film(Pds) 

Garden competition judging 

•Sm'b'd (SP) 

• C'm'dants Dinner 

•Open night(Nlk) 



(7.30G) 

• Council meetinR(A2. 00p 


<*jl <ffcRise5.46, set 6.23 

II'U'L0315 H0949 

LI 536 H2206 

*| *| Rise 5.45, set 6.24 

1 1 L0350 HI 024 
L1610H2241 

^ fy Rise 5.44, set 6.24 

1 mm L0426 HI 059 

LI 646 H2317 

^ ^Rise 5.43, set 6 
1 OL0458 HI 136 

LI725 H2355 

• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Children's equestrian events 
Show entries close 9pm 

☆ 

SHOW DAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
• Annual Show opens 1.30 
•Housie(LC) . 

•Film (Nik) JT 

•Sm’b'd(SP) 

•Fllms(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

•C’m'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

•Open Night(Nlk) 

<41 Rise 5.37, set 6.28 

II ff H0203 L0819 

H1426 L2053 

«| Q Rise 5.36, set 6.28 

1 O H0253 L0916 

HI 518 L2148 

«• &- 3 4. set 6.29 

1 H 0350 LI 012 

Hr616 L2243 

0^\Rise 5.32, set 
4bWH0454 LI 107 
HI720 L2338 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(W7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

☆ 

• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

Rise5.25, set 6.33 
tf.HrL0217 H0854 

LI443 H2113 

<0 Rise 5.23, set 6.34 

•&W L0307 H0944 

LI 631 H2203 

O A Rises. 21, set 6.34 
mJQ L0356 HI 034 

LI625 H2253 

^ ~»Rise 5.20, set 
Mm i L0446 H1124 
LI 718 H2343 

Ol Rise 5.13, set 6.37 

U H0224 L0845 .JL. 

HI456 L2120 X 

•Church services 

•Housle(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

☆ 

•FiIms(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Fllm(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


•Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30p) 





CALENDAR SST 


THU 



CAPT. JAMES COOK 


FRI 

Rise 5.56, set 6.18 
H0146 L0805 
HI420 L2042 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


7 Rise 5,50, set 6.21 
L0114 H0750 
LI 337 H2012 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30) 


☆ 


8 Rise 5.49, set 6.22 
L0158 H0833 
LI 419 H2053 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open nlght(Pds) 



14 


Rise 5.42, set-6.26 
L0543 H1215 
LI 8 09 


15 


Rise5.41, set 6.27 
H0035 L0629 
H1256 LI854 


•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary(SP6.30p) 


•Film(RSLS. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


21 


Rise5.30, set 
H0601 L1203 
H1825 


6.31 


22 


Rise5.28, set 6.31 
L0033 H0704 
L1258 HI 92 6 


• Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film (RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary(SP6.30p) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


28 


Rise 5.18, set 6.35 
L0540 H1214 
LI 815 


29 


Rise 5.16, set 6.: 
H0035 L0639 
HI 306 LI 917 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(SP6.30p) 


• Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 


SAT 

2 Rise 5. 55. set 6.18 
H0243 L0909 
HI 519 L2144 

• SDA service 
• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

• RSL Auxiliary Fete 
(RSL 2.30-5.00) 

☆ 


9 Rise 5.47, set 6.22 
L0238 H0912 
LI459 H2130 

•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
Livestock judging 


16 


Rise 5.39, set 6.27 
H0117 L0722 
Hi340 LI 956 ' 


• SDA service 
•Housle(RSL8. OOp) 


23 


Rise5.27, set 6.32 
L0126 H0801 
LI352 H2021 j 


•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 




30 


Rise 5.15, set 6.36 
H0128 L0742 
HI 400 L2021 


• SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 


☆ 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 

set - Sunset 

H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

a - a. m. 

p -p.m. 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 

Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP - Bicentennial Park 

BH - BranVa House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 
Scl - N.I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - You* Centre 



green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 

ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. META KIENHUIZE 

Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 


YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here’s 
what they told us: 

Proud's: "Omega watches". 
Cameralines; "We are discounting 
on the Minolta Autopak-8 D movie 
cameras --the 8D4, for example, 
was $125 and is now $84." 

Miltons : "Cabin brand fully auto¬ 
matic 35mm slide projectors for 
only $69. 95. j. 

"We have also reduced the price 
on Seiko watches by 20*51, and have 
the Island’s biggest range of them. " 
Four Corners; "A new shipment of 
battery-operated and other toys, 
at prices so low that it makes 
sense to do Christmas shopping now" 


The Norfolk Trader; "The Braun 
Synchron Plus foil shaver, for 
only $29. 50." 

The Milk Bar : "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four even¬ 
ings a week, planes permitting. " 
Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
International Duty Free ; "Lenco 
turntables and headphones, the 
world's finest from Switzerland, 
way under mainland prices at 
$11'5 to $195." 

Kamak Trading ; "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have just in¬ 
troduced Casiotronelectronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75. " 


■CM 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

msm 


ACROSS 

1. Type of snipe 
3. Stables 

6. Every 

7. Wrecked at Kingston 


8. Owned 

9. Instrument 
11. Mortal 

13. Hospitable N. I. 

14. Performs 

15. Comes again 

18. Aged 

19. Mathematical t< 

21. Some 

22. Scoundrel 
24. Festivals 

DOWN ’ 

1. Landing place 


2. Direction 

3. Mother 

4. Repercussion 
aunt 5. Norfolk fishermen 

6. Property 
10. Not off 
12. Worn 
:rm 16. Vault 

17. Birds 

18. Single 
20. Vessel 

22. Our group 

23. Toward 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE’S STORE - Hospital Cornet 
Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..." on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

• When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick nail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past me reef. 
Speargims aren’t allowed inside the reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 
AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N. Z. $A16 a year/U. K. $A24 



HANNER’S 

ORNER FLATS 


P.O.Box 235, Norfolk Island 

{Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
•'centre of town - convenient if you 
don’t wish to hire a car. 


Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, widi all modem conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 
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FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK’S 
REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 


THAT CORRECT gentleman - and 
one of the greatest men in sea history. 
Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians, Cook’s Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
Flinders will really whet your' 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled, 
Lieutenant Phillip G id ley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also wis a 
time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the ” Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here, Nor¬ 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct and 
separate settlement" in the British 
Empire, 


The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island's history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian High Court ruled that 
the Island is legally part of the Com 


monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island, 
and has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1975 the Australian Government 
concluded that Norfolk's administra¬ 
tive set-up had become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com¬ 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. The Commission's re¬ 
port is expected this year. 



I THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA j 
(Full drawing of early Ki ngston sold by N, I. Administration. Copy by permits ion.J 
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COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


THE EQUIPMENT. GOODS AND SUPPLIES THAT NORFOLK 
NEEDS TO SUSTAIN ITS TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE 
ARRIVE SAFE. SOUND AND AT LEAST EXPENSE BY SEA 
-- WITH THE AID OF THESE PEOPLE AND FORCES: 

NORFOLK LIGHTERAGE WORKERS. STEVE- 
DORS AND TALLY CLERKS . WHO PERFORM 
A TREMENDOUS SERVICE TO THE ISLAND 

NORFOLK IMPORTERS LARGE AND SMALL. 

WHO PAY FOR THE OPERATION OF THE 
SERVICE 

THE SHIP'S CREW. WHOSE CARE ABOUT 
CARGO HAS A LOT TO DO WITH A SUC¬ 
CESSFUL VOYAGE 

NORFOLK RESIDENTS AND TOURISTS . 

WHOSE PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING 
ARE IMPORTANT 

PORT OPERATIONS IN SYDNEY AND AUCK¬ 
LAND. WHICH ARE BEYOND YOUR CONTROL 
OR OURS 

AND THE WEATHER. WHICH ALWAYS PLAYS 
AN UNPREDICTABLE ROLE. 

AS THE LEADING SHIPPING LINE SERVING THE ISLAND. 
WE ARE GLAD TO PLAY OUR PART. AND TO EXPRESS 
OUR APPRECIATION TO THE MANY OTHERS WHO ARE 
ON "THE NORFOLK SHIPPING TEAM" WITH US. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND-TEL.2018 


IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 




NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 My Music 
10,05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
•12.05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 
7.00 Light Music/Pop 

8. 30 Country & Western 
9.00 Top of the Pops 
10.00 Live Concert 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10.05 Music from Shows/ 
Films 

10.45 Mgrning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 Book Club Series 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour- 


8.00 Feature artist- 
Ella Fitzgerald 


World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 
Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


8.30 Bruce's Beat 

9. 00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Education Prog. 

10.05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 
12.05 World Affairs. 

2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6.00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book- 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S.D. A. program 


4-6.30 Shut Down 

6. 30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re¬ 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.16 Folkways music 

10.05 Ella - The Start of 
a Legend 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits from 
Germany 

12. 06 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 

Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Top of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 

1. 00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4.00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 
6.06 Simon & G'f’nkle 

6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy’s Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 

8. 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

7.00 Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children’s 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 
10.00 Close 


FLIGHTS 


RE -CONFIRM 
24 HRS AHEAD 

• 

CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES: 
QANTAS 2195 
AnrNf.Ti9T 
N.I.A. 2328 


SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

QANTAS AIRLINES 

Arr. Dep. 
Wednesday 1.45 2.35 

Saturday 1.45 2.35 

Sunday 4.15 5.05 

Extra October flight: 

Mon. 4th arr. 1.45 
dep. 2.35 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

Wednesday ^ 

s”»iy 

Srada y 12.1*5 

Extra October flights: 

Mon. 4* and Mon 11th 
arr. 10.30, dep. 12.15 


BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Dep. Arr. 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2.30* 

Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 8.30 5.15 

Saturday 8.30 5.30* 

Sunday 8.30* 6.15 

*lndlcates call at Lord Howe Is. 


fhar+on fHnhta UTAFOKKERS: arrive 1/10 4.15; 9/10 10.15; 16/10 11.45; 22/10 4.45 
Viaai 1.01 iiiyi'ho all depart Sunday 5.15 

ffrom Noumea FRENCH NAVY DC4 s: arrive 8/10 and 22/10 at 11.00, dep. Sunday 4.30 


SHIPPING 

COMPAGN1E des CHARGEURS CALE- 
DONIENS operates Norfolk's only 
ocean freight service from Sydney. 
Their local agents say "When things 
go right we’re able to offer a four- 
weekly service from Sydney and a 
four-weekly service from Onehunga, 
N.Z. with the vessel M.S. Aldan. 

For the last two or three months 
things haven't gone too well, for 
reasons beyond our control, and the 
service has not been what it should 
have been. 

"However the future looks bright¬ 
er and we are hopeful of maintain¬ 
ing the service with a little more 
regularity." 


Norfolk agents are South Pacific 
Shipping and Travel Service, which 
has its own office opposite the Bank 
of N. S. W. in Burnt Pine - - phone 
2131 or-2108. In Sydney, agents 
are Hetherington Kingsbury, 37 
Pitt St., phone27.1671; in Auck¬ 
land, Maritime Services Ltd., 14 
-18 Customs St., phone 75509. 
SOFRANE-UNILINES operates a ser¬ 
vice from Auckland and Tauranga, 
N.Z. approximately four-weekly. 
While the "Capitaine Cook" is in 
drydock at Hong Kong the M.V. 
"Oriental Surveyor" will carry on 
the service and is scheduled to 
arrive next on October 6th. The 
following visit should be about Nov.l. 
Sofrane's agents here are Norfolk 
Transport Services, phone 2181. 


The line has its own office at 42 
Customs St., Auckland, phone 
7327 9. 

MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo 
dadon. Norfolk agents are Martin’s 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES; 

From Australia $74.13 per cubic 
metre, $79.20 per tonne; refrigera¬ 
ted, $94.72 per cubic metre. 

From New Zealand $NZ55. 56 
per cubic metre, $NZ74.72 if re¬ 
frigerated. 
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Changing the world's 
standara of accuracy. 


The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


SEIKO: 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






NOB FOLIC’S IN MAINLAND TERMS, NcINTYRES HAVE A MONOPOLY 
LAWYERS* ” 81)1 BY ^fiFOLK LAW, ANYONE CAN HAVE A 60 


EVER WISHED you were a lawyer?. 
Now's your chancel 

You, too can practise law_on 

Norfolk. You can draw up wills, han¬ 
dle conveyances, draw up mortgag¬ 
es and give advice on civil and crim¬ 
inal matters. 

And if you find business is off to a 
slow start, you can advertise-. 'Ex¬ 
pert legal advice, cut rates. Satis¬ 
faction guaranteed. No waiting'.. 

Whether you could appear in court 
for a client is not assured, but with 
approval of the Magistrates you 
could. 

The fact is that on Norfolk there is 
no legislation controlling the pro¬ 
fession of law. 

In Australia and New Zealand, the 
business of offering legal advice 
for a consideration is very tightly reg¬ 
ulated indeed. A non-lawyer can 
offer advice; but if he charges he's 
in trouble. 

The practising profession is repre¬ 
sented here in two places; the Ad¬ 
ministration, and the private firm 
of McIntyres. There is some agree¬ 
ment that regulation, if not actu¬ 
ally needed now, will probably be 
desirable some time in the future, 
and one move in this direction has 
been the formation of the Law Soci¬ 
ety of Norfolk Island. 

Lawyers qualified to practise on the 
mainland are elegible to join, and 
these include Neil McIntyre, Dun¬ 
can McIntyre, and John Brown, all 
of McIntyres; the Admin’s Legal Ad¬ 
viser, Bernard Cleary; former Offici¬ 
al Secretary Charles 'Potts' Buffett, 
recently retired; and Canadian Queen's 
Counsel, Eldon Foote, should he ev¬ 
er decide to go through the proced¬ 
ure of seeking permission to pract¬ 
ise in Australia. 

Lack of regulation doesn't necess¬ 
arily mean that professional stand¬ 
ards on the Island are slipshod. 

One example; on the mainland 
every solicitor has to have his trust 
account audited every year, both 
for his own protection and his cli¬ 
ents. 

McIntyres say that no official comp¬ 
ulsion exists on Norfolk, but that's 
all the more reason they should pun¬ 
ctiliously observe the custom; and 
they do so. 

Although nobody unqualified has 
actually hung out a shingle up to 
now, in what might be called the 
para-legal areas such as making 


wills and drawing up contracts 
there has always been a great deal 
of activity. Until about ten years 
ago Norfolk had no resident solic¬ 
itor. Dozens, maybe hundreds of 
contracts and wills were drawn up 
by amateurs ---- real estate agents 
accountants and schoolteachers, 
for instance. 

Some contracts h^ve been drawn up 
using ready- printed do - it - your¬ 
self forms not really applicable to 
the Island . 

Some contracts have been so bad 
they have even made the extraordin¬ 
ary mistake of confusing buyer with 
seller. 

These amateur contracts, at best 
doubtful and at worst plain faulty, 
are in the words of one solicitor, 

"time bombs*. Many have been 
set off over the years; but because 
of good luck and a Norfolk readi¬ 
ness to compromise, they have us¬ 
ually turned out to be more like 
damp squibs than high explosives. 

Land sales are particularly haz¬ 
ardous when amateur contracts are 
written. Cases are known where 
land has been subdivided further 
than is actually possible ---- for 
instance, dividing five acres into 
six one-acre blocks. Land has been 
purchased before the discovery of 
a convenant that makes die sale 
voidable. 

Practising law on Norfolk often 
means helping to resolve differen¬ 
ces, rather than arguing in court. 
Local solicitors would rather nego¬ 
tiate a settlement than go to court, 
and there is a tradition of give and 
take, among opposing parties who 
are neighbours, if not relations. 'It's 
hard to substain a passion face-to- 
face', one solicitor remarked. 

Faulty documents can be acceptable 
where all parties are in agreement. 
Further, in a young community whi¬ 
ch Norfolk is, historically speaking, 
a doubtful document can often be 
referred to some older person who 
can recall the drawing up of the 
document and the circumstances, 
and who can say what was the in¬ 
tention of the signatories. 

For instance, the distribution of 
assets of an estate might be discuss¬ 
ed by the beneficiaries while sitt¬ 
ing around the kitchen table. They 
may not realise the will is for some 
reason faulty, or possibly don’t care, 
and full agreement is reached. 

A generation later, many of the 


parties to the distribution will still 
be living and able to clarify prob¬ 
lems that arise. But after another 
generation the will may have to sp¬ 
eak for itself. 

Norfolk is now passing out of the 
era where most documents can be 
referred to someone who was there 
when it all began. 

But the time bombs tick away. 

If land prices climb again, the pri¬ 
zes to be won in a successful court 
case may tend to overcome scru¬ 
ples about community feeling. 

When a Norfolk resident needs 
legal help, it is most likely to be 
in one of three general areas --- 
matrimonial, by far the most fre¬ 
quent; civil, including debts, dam¬ 
ages. non - performance of contract 
and so on; and possible offences 
against police or criminal law, 
such as driving too fast. 

Divorce, maintenance and cust¬ 
ody come under the new Australian 
Family Law Act, which applies thro¬ 
ughout Australia and its territories. 

This act sets up special courts to 
hear cases of this sort, but unfort¬ 
unately an oversight in drafting 
has left Nofolk without such a 
court. What happens next 1 still 
not clear. 

One plan under discussion is for aff¬ 
idavits of evidence to be taken in 
Norfolk and sent to Sydhey where a 
decree would be made in the absence 
of the parties. 

Marriage guidance is called for 
by the new act, and where it would 
come from is not clear either. 

Debts are easier to collect on Norfolk 
than on the mainland. It's hard to 
ignore a creditor who lives just do¬ 
wn the road, and the size of the 
island adds a certain immediacy to 
threats of legal action. 

The Norfolk Court of Petty Sess¬ 
ions can hear debt cases up to $400. 
and the limit may be increased to 
$1, 000. It may be raised to $2, 000. 
in 1977. Whatever the limit, once 
it is passed the matter goes to die 
Island Supreme Court, presided o- 
ver by a visiting judge, usually 
twice a year. 

If you are owed $450. you can 
write off the odd $50. and go to 
Petty Sessions to collect the bal¬ 
ance. 

Petty Sessions is convened when¬ 
ever necessary (these days at lea¬ 
st once a month) and is presided 
over by a visiting Canberra magis- 
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| .-JP tratSVqii-jope g|-Y^ote voluntary- 
unpaid local magistrates, or by any 
or all Of tftem. 

The locai Magistrates naturally 
have a better knowledge of Island 
conditiOiiSi biit visiting lawyers 
know more law. This can increase 
the cost of litigants: it takes time 
for a solicitor to explain element¬ 
ary points of law to a panel of peop¬ 
le without law degrees. 

Petty sessions handles, as well as 
small debts, small offences, com¬ 
mittals of bigger offences, and some 
basic family law such as main¬ 
tenance and custody. 

When litigation is brewing and 
one person retains McIntyres, what 
is the opponent to do ? Legal eth¬ 
ics usually bar the same firm giving 
advice to opposing sides. 

The latecomer often seeks clari¬ 
fication of his position with the Ad¬ 
ministration Legal Adviser. The Ad¬ 
viser's main job is involved with die 
council, the administration and the 
Crown. But over the years the prac¬ 
tice has grown up of discussing as¬ 
pects of island law with members of 
the public, and the custom'has ach¬ 
ieved at least de facto recognition. 
Perhaps two islanders a week take 
advantage of the service, and per¬ 
haps once a month it happens that 
one would have liked to be rep¬ 
resented by McIntyre but was beat¬ 
en to their door. 

However, the Adviser can't form a 
traditional solicitor - client re¬ 
lationship with people who seek ad¬ 
vice. In criminal matters he can 
outline the position, and make 
three suggestions: that the client 
represent himself; that he wait for 
the next visiting solicitor; or that he 
consult a mainland firm. 

On the subject of acting on your 
own behalf, an old legal adage has 
it that a man who represents himself 
has a fool for a client. On Norfolk 
this view may be a little prejudiced. 
Where the matter is simple and 
straightforward, you may save your¬ 
self useful amounts on money. 

In some matters the Norfolk Ad¬ 
ministration can give assistance. If 
you want to draw up a will, the Cu¬ 
rator of Deceased Estates, Jim Camp¬ 
bell, will be happy to help. This is 
free, although if he is named in the 
will as executor, the Admin will col¬ 
lect a fee of 5*Jfc of the estate when 
it is administered. 

If you are buying land, you can 
search the title yourself, and the 
Registrar of Lands, Ivens ('Toon') 
Buffett will help you with the con¬ 
veyancing for a modest fee. This is 
only theactual transfer of ownership 


of the land, though; it does not in¬ 
clude drawing up a contract, which 
is a separate matter. 

In asking either of these men for 
advice you will have to sign a dis¬ 
claimer --. you accept that if any¬ 
thing goes wrong, you won't blame 
the Administration. 

Does anything go wrong? It can. 

It's possible to discover that what 
looked like a simple, straightfor¬ 
ward transfer of property was neither 
simple nor straightforward. 

Suppose you decide to go into bus¬ 
iness making furniture, hear that a 
workshop is for sale, and agree with 
die owner on a price. You buy the 
building on a contract which you 
draw up between the two of you, to 
save time and money. You get set 
to move in, and discover that the 
building is legally leased to some¬ 
one else for $25 a week. You now 
have a problem, particularly since 
you borrowed money to buy the 
property and have a weekly interest 
bill to pay. 

A solicitor would have saved you 
from this trap -- or if he didn't, he 
had darn sure better get you out of it 
or pay for his mistake. 

Business-buying has proved to have 
many hidden reefs for newcomers on 
Norfolk. 

Earlier on we said that anyone 
could "practice law" on Norfolk. 

One of the rubs in this freedom is that 
if someone claims he's competent to 
give you advice and charges you fo: 
it, he's liable to make good the dam - 
age if the advice is faulty and back¬ 
fires on you. That's why the Admin 
gets you to sign a disclaimer if you 
seek advice from one of its special¬ 
ists. 

Three solicitors make fairly fre¬ 
quent trips to Norfolk for various 
reasons, and while here accept what¬ 
ever legal business is offering. They 
split their travel and accommodation . 
expenses among the clients. Methods 
for apportioning these expenses are 
variable. 

Should you choose to have a main¬ 
land firm represent you, you are go¬ 
ing to be up for a lot of money in 
telephone calls, fares, accommoda¬ 
tion, and lawyer's time --- which 
must include two days travelling, 
perhaps time spent waiting for the 
case to come on. and then more 
time waiting for the plane home. 

No mainland lawyer can be expect¬ 
ed to have the same knowledge of 
local conditions that a resident sol¬ 
icitor might be expected to acquire. 

And costs can sometimes seem to 
show discrepancies with what is nor¬ 
mal in Norfolk life. There is an old 
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story of a mainland solicitor who 
sent a client an itemised account 
which included: To crossing street 
to speak with you and discovering 
it was not you $5. 

McIntyres say they can’t give 
examples of the cost of work suc)i 4 
as preparing a will or drawing uf> a 
contract. The figure varies accord¬ 
ing to the complexity of the work, 
among other factors. 

They say they will give an estimate 
of costs to an inquirer and they tem¬ 
per their costs to a client who has 
trouble raising die wind. 

On the mainland a dispute about 
costs (or any dissatisfaction with 
solicitors' work generally) can be 
referred to a Law Society, and pre¬ 
sumably this can now be done on 
Norfolk. However mainland Law 
Societies have the power to strike 
off delinquent practitioners, and the 
island society as yet lacks this author¬ 
ity. 

To the suggestion that the law is 
becoming too expensive for some 
people, McIntyres say that profession¬ 
al advice always costs, whether for 
an architect, a doctor or a lawyer. 

If you are broke, you may be able 
to get help from the new Australian 
Legal Aid Office. In the few months 
that the scheme has operated, several 


persons have been assisted in Norfolk 
courts in this way. 

Would it benefit the island to have 
another solicitor practising here? No- 
one can say if there would be enough 
work for the island to support two law 
‘firms-'Mclntyrfes say lo Supreme; Court 
casefc in 12 months would be a big 
year. The mere presence of another 
advocate would almost certainly 
generate more legal dispute? and,-, 
more business for the lawyers. 

Perhaps a retired solicitor might 
want to settle here and start a part- 
time practice. "There’s always 
room for a part-timer in any pro¬ 
fession, " Duncan McIntyre remarked. 
Perhaps Potts Buffett may eventually 
be prevailed on to practice; no-one 
could have better local knowledge 
than a born Pitcairner. 

A second practising solicitor here 
would avert some difficulties where 
there was urgency in a legal process. 
Let’s say you aire owed money, and 
are unable to collect it, and your 
debtor leaves Norfolk. Unexpected¬ 
ly he returns. You want to take out 
a writ stopping him leaving again un¬ 
til some arrangement is made, but 
you find your debtor is represented 
by McIntyres. You have a problem. 

Still, the smallness and remote¬ 
ness of Norfolk does create some prob¬ 


lems. 

Sadly, die future seems to hold an 
increasing amount of litigation on 
Norfolk. There are various reasons. 
One is the possible recovery in land 
prices; the higher land goes, the more 
worthwhile it will seem to go to 
court. 

Then there is the increasing official 
regulation of life on Norfolk. 

We haven't yet got parking meters, 
'■or IkwWcbntrdliing the planting or Set¬ 
ting down of trees, let alone rates and 
taxes, but we are catching up on such 
ornaments of civilisation. 

The big growth in law actions is 
likely to be in the areas of tourism 
and immigration. 

It’s no secret that restrictions on 
new tourist accommodation are fre¬ 
quently evaded or ignored. It’s prob¬ 
ably only a matter of time until such 
discrepancies come under direct chall¬ 
enge. 

Restrictions on immigration are al¬ 
so likely to be a fertile field for 
challenges to Administration rulings. 
There’s no room for compromise on 
that one; either you can live here, 
or you can’t. 

And where there’s no chance of 
compromise, people go to court - 
and usually want lawyers to represent 
them. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeific 

hotel/motel limited 



CASUAL GUEST POLICY 

VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer* you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue foom over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY housie; WEDNESDAY 
our new disco night, with the bar open late; THURSDAY 
a barbecue and dance; FRIDAY another disco and late 
bar; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.2 5; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit you'll want to return. 
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FOOTBALL ON NORFOLK 

Kevin Williams takes a broad look at the Island's favourite sport 


How It all began 

IN 1967 after a lapse of some years, 
football, this time Rugby League, 
was restarted on Norfolk Island. 

1966 saw an increase in Bank staff 
at die Commonwealth Bank and al¬ 
so in early 1967 some very sports- 
minded schoolteachers. Bill McUtchen, 
Ian Good and Albert Manning, com¬ 
menced teaching at the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Central School. The first at¬ 
tempt for some form of football 

was made In early 1967 by Bill Mc¬ 
Utchen when he decided to teach 
the young pupils soccer on a sports 
afternoon. The oval at Kingston 
was mown and soccer goal posts erect¬ 
ed, however this venture did not take 
off. 

On a Saturday afternoon in May 

1967 at a small meeting of interest¬ 
ed persons the first two teams were 
chosen. These two teams were to be 
known as Reds/Cascade and Blues/ 
Longridge. It is a well known fact 
that the two teams were decided this 
way. The bigger chaps and those 
who the selectors (which includes the 
writer) thought were footballers were 
chosen for the Reds team; the others 
with unknown ability and smallest 
were given to the Blues team. 

After much publicity, the erec¬ 
tion of bamboo posts over the soccer 
goal posts and the field made into 
a League oval, the first game was 
scheduled to be played the follow - 
ing Sunday week. 

Cascade were full of confidence 
for the big match and on the Sunday, 
just before the game, all players 
assembled in Burnt Pine for a pro¬ 
cession to the oval on Hussar Harris’ 
red truck. Doing a pre-victory lap 
at Kingston the Reds were watched 
by the Blues. Approximately 80 
minutes later the Blues with the 
smaller team and die supposedly un¬ 
known football potential had wiped 
the Reds 35 to nil. Players in those 
first two teams still playing to-day 
are for the Blues - Sid Cooper, Culla 
Graham, Rod Menzies and Steve 
Ryves; for the Reds - Les Steven is 
the only one. The referee for that 
first match was Leo McCoy. 

In the latter part of 1967 Rocky 


Point entered the competition thus 
increasing the teams competing to 
three. Rocky Point consisted of 
several players from that area in¬ 
cluding the three Nobbs brothers 
Ken, Alec and Shorty. In 1968 a 
fourth team known as Golds - Nor¬ 
folk United - entered the competi¬ 
tion. In this team we had the Evans 
brothers, Bony and Pelley. However 
in 1969 Golds/Norfolk United and 
Rocky Point amalgamated to form 
the present day team of Greens 
united. 

Reds looked hot, but 
wound up with a case 
of the Blues In '76 

All three teams have a very strong 
bond during the football season. Al¬ 
though this year Greens/United only 
won one match, it is a credit to the 
players for the team spirit that pre¬ 
vails. Both Longridge and United 
seemed to have had the edge over 
Cascade with regard to team spirit 
over the years. This could stem 
from the fact that Cascade were un¬ 
fortunate in not being able to ob¬ 
tain a coach or captain in the mold 
of both Sid Cooper and Skeet Ander¬ 
son. 

Since the start of football Cascade 
have had, in everyone's opinion, 
a very good te^m. However it is 
ironical that the majority of the 
players have been individualists, 
so, instead of creating a very good 
team of players, Cascade has al¬ 
ways ended up with a team of very 
good individualists. 

However this year it seemed as 
though the old style of play had dis¬ 
appeared and at the half-way mark 
of the Dickett Shield competition 
Reds were leading and odds on to 
win their first Dickett Shield. But 
a crop of injuries soon turned the 
tide and Reds had to be contented 
with being a close runner-up to die 
Longridge. 

Reds this year had some very good 
players and a very strong back line. 
The back-bone of their team this 
year stemmed around Ian Pleffer, 
Yarni Menzies. Ruffey Steven, 


Brian Adams and Larry Quintal. 

The Reds also unearthed some good 
potential with Flash Cargill, Garry 
Bates, Shane Steven and Michael 
Carroll. So if Reds can repeat some 
of their good wins ihis year and retain 
some of their good players then they 
must have a big show for the Dickett 
Shield next year. 

With Longridge, Sid Cooper had 
his team trained to perfection for 
the Dickett Shield. Coop had a 
fairly young side this year but has 
transferred as much knowledge 
possible to these players. Finds of 
the season for Blues were David 
Sanders, Rocky Hancherow, Alan 
Snell, David Evans, Dale Hall 
and Garry Svendsen. Coop had to 
rely on some of his old heads in 
Culla Graham. Spindles Menghetti, 
Steve Ryves, Rod Menzies and 
himself to save some of the close 
matches. One of the big factors 
Longridge have in their favour is 
Cooper’s great goal kicking. Once 
again bis accurate goal kicking 
topped the century mark for him. 

Although previously stated that 
the Greens only won one match they 
too had quite a few injuries. Skeet 
Anderson, their coach, also had a 
young and inexperienced side this 
year. However, both he and his 
team stuck to their guns and never 
gave up. Skeet was unlucky to be 
injured during the season and also 
Greens captain, Michael Prentice, 
sustained an injury. Both these 
players were at the time playing 
very good football. Others who 
impressed during the year were 
Denis Smith, Mike Johnson, Nicky 
Quintal, Bill Donald, Shane Quin¬ 
tal, Rocky Boulding, Rod McAlpine 
and Ricky Quintal. The find for 
the Greens this year was young Paul 
Evans who at 14 years of age played 
some very good football as full-back. 
Onnot one occasion did young Paul 
not attempt to tackle his man and 
on some occasions with big men 
like Yarm Menzies, Ruffy Steven, 
David Sanders and Rod Menzies 
coming through at full pace - it 
was a credit to Paul for standing 
there and knocking them down with 
some fine leg tackling. Greens, 
if they continue to show the same 
team spirit next season, could well 
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develop into a threat. 

Mho plays the game 

The players for the three teams 
come from various places of work 
on the island. In the early days it 
was the idea to "sign” up any Bank 
staff, schoolteacher or D. C.A. 
transferee. If a Blue, Red or Green 
was employed in a certain position 
on the island, it was left for him 
to "sign" up any person being trans¬ 
ferred into a similar position. In 
this way he would have first hand 
knowledge if the person had any foot¬ 
ball ability, if so sign him up, if not 
try and palm him off to the other 
two teams. 

All three teams have a percentage 
of Norfolk Islanders playing. Some 
of these Norfolk Islanders have been 
living on the mainland and.having 
come back to reside, been able to 
bring back some of their football 
knowledge. This also applies to 
mainlanders who now reside here. 

Back in the beginning of 1968 and 
into the early seventies, the Com¬ 
monwealth Bank produced mostly 
Blues. Names of some were Ian 
Barrett, Mike King. David Rodgers, 
Brian McGrath, Ron Lemon, Mai 
Driscoll and David Leyshon. Since 
then the cycle has changed and now 
we have the Commonwealth Bank 
producing Red players, namely, 

Ian Pleffer, lan Small, Brian Hut¬ 
chinson and Garry Bates. 

The Bank of New South Wales, 
when opened in the late sixties, 
produced mainly Red players Warren 
Proud, Smoky Dawson, David Week- 
ley and Les Btourke. However, in 
his second season Les switched to 
Greens and from that time the Wi les 
has produced Greens such as Bill 
Stables, Rocky Boulding and Rod Me 
Alpine. 

Teachers from the Central School 
have since 1970 played for Greens - 
Wayne Mendham, Noel Wagg, John 
Snelling, Steve Galbraith. The 
Greens were very lucky in obtaining 
the services of Les Bourke from the 
D.C.A. Les was a tremendous 
asset to them. 

It is common that the employer 
>r his staff associated with the player 
usually barracks for that player's 
team. 

Other players playing come from 
various lines of work - carpenters, 
plumbers, shop assistants, clerks, 
electricians. If they happen to come 
into the island on a six monthly 
permit, they have to first serve a 
waiting time of 28 days before they 
become eligible to play. 


Great barrackers 

We cannot talk about football on 
Norfolk Island unless we mention 
the supporter. Every team on the 
island has their die-hard supporters 
and everywhere you go on Norfolk 
Island during the season the talk is 
of football. 

It has been the custom that once 
a side wins or loses a big match, 
the patron or main supporters usually 
arrange a bar-b-que or supper at 
his/her home for his team and their 
supporters. There is no such thing 
as cost involved, although the play¬ 
ers help supply the refreshments. 

As the night wears on, the game is 
as usual played over again. 

These kind of functions are part 
of football on Norfolk and help to 
make the season most successful 
plus give the players encourage¬ 
ment for future matches. A good 
example of these supporters are for 
the Blues - Boy Buffett, Francis 
& Sheba Menghetti and Bill & 

Dianne Forsyth; for the Reds - Bill 
& Clara Adams and Bruce Walker; 
and for the Greens - Skeet Anderson 
and in the latter years Paul Beherendt. 

On a Sunday before the match 
commences the various team support¬ 
ers file to their respective places. 
Greens have always barracked from 
the eastern side of the oval near 
No. 11 Quality Row. Blues have al¬ 
ways positioned themselves for barrack¬ 
ing in the middle, whilst Reds have 
acquired the western end of the oval. 
When the top two teams are not play¬ 
ing then the team with the bye in¬ 
evitably barracks for the underdogs, 
i. e. this year Reds always barrack 
for Greens when Greens play Blues 
and Blues do the same when Greens 
play Reds. 

During the season both players and 
supporters have their special refresh¬ 
ment establishments. Blues and some 
Greens usually frequent the Leagues 
Club whilst the Reds have had the 
South Pacific and lately the Castaway 
Hotel, the balance of the Greens fre¬ 
quent the Hotel Norfolk. 

After the completion of the day's 
game, olayers, officials and support¬ 
ers journey to the Leagues Club where 
the announcements are made. The 
player of the day award is chosen, 
the Sydney football results given and 
the gati takings (taken up by the bye 
team) are announced. 

Once again teams and supporters 
group together with supporters like 
Piute Snell, Bob Jones, Robbie Chap¬ 
man, Paul Beherendt, Boy Buffet^, 

Steve Bill Adams, all shouting for 
their teams no matter if the result was 


a win or a loss. 

Trophies to be won 

The main competition of the League 
season is played for the Dickett Shield. 
Since 1968 the Shield has been won 
by Blues/Longridge on six occasions 
and by United on three occasions. 
United won the Shield the first year 
of their amalgamation. This year 
sees the first time the Dickett Shield 
has been won by the same team three 
years in a row. The winners this year 
were Longridge/Blues. 

Other trophies played for on a 
knockout basis are the B. P. Cup at 
the beginning of the season and the 
McLennan Cup at the end of the sea¬ 
son. The McLennan Cup was donated 
by Don McLennan who owned the 
Hotel Norfolk. 

Also we have the Annual Pickerd 
Perpetual Platter donated by former 
Administrator Pickerd and played 
annually between the Administration, 
School and D. C. A. combined, against 
the League President's team. This 
game has proved highly successful and 
especially the shout afterwards. 

The jumpers worn by die Admini¬ 
stration side are similar to the;Balmain 
Sydney jumpers. These jumpers were 
purchased by the Administration works 
staff from their accumulated tea funds. 

This year's trophies were won as 
follows: 

Longridge - Dickett Shield 

Cascade - B. P. Cup & McLennan Cup 

NZ tour Is a first 

This year for the first time Nor¬ 
folk Island is sending away their 
first ever League team. The team 
leaves for Auckland on Friday, 1st 
October, where they will be die 
host of die Glenora Club. They are 
scheduled to play three games and 
have the honour of playing one of 
these games on Carlan Park. 

The main men behind the organ¬ 
isation of this trip have been Bruce 
Walker, Toon Buffett and Francis 
Menghetti. Along with all the play¬ 
ers of the three teams, they have 
raised the necessary funds for the 
trip. The players from the teams 
have been conducting raffles etc. and 
also holding working bees on various 
people's properties. 

The Norfolk Island Touring Team 
cons ists of 21 players chosen from 
the three teams. Longridge have 12 
players. Cascade 4 and United have 
5 in the squad. It is hoped that with 
die experience gained from this tour 
football on Norfolk Island next year 
will rise to even greater heights. 
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Norfolk 


LISTENING TO Julie Middleton’s 
lively conversation about some of 
the major events in her adventur¬ 
ous life, I couldn't help but think 
backtoW.H. Auden's remark - 
"The distresses of choice are our 
chance to be blessed". 

Julie feels blessed to live on Nor¬ 
folk Island. She says there's no 
place she'd rather be in her present 
condition. (Julie gallantly copes 
with multiple sclerosis.) 

Julie has made remarkably diffi¬ 
cult choices throughout her life. 

The first major one was deciding 
to leave her family in New Zealand 
at age 21 to go to London to join the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art. 

She had alwaysjseen keen on the 
stage and had her own studio teach¬ 
ing elocution in Auckland. When, 
after a year at the Royal Academy, 
money ran a bit short she chose to 
take a job as governess until she 
could get more funds together to 
continue dramatic studies. It 
turned out that the wonderful family 
she went with, a well-known com¬ 
mercial artist Joseph Pike and his 
wife, just about adopted her. When 
she went back to the Academy they 
said, "Here's the key to the front 
door - it's your home. " They have 
been the greatest friends ever since. 

Her next big decision was to get 
out of the theatre world. After 
working at film studios occasionally 
and doing a six month tour of the 
English provinces in a lead juvenile 
role, she came to the conclusion 
that there was so much talent in 
London that she would pursue her 
second love - travel. But in order 
to do this she needed a skill that was 
transferable from one continent to 
another. Still living with the Pikes, 
she signed up for a secretarial course 
which, after a German holiday, she 
put to use as Secretary to the Head 
of the School of Engineering at the 
Polytechnic. As soon as there was 
enough money in the bank she was 
off -- her choice - Africa. Not an 
ordinary choice for a young woman 
on her own. 

The African trip started on an 
obscure little freighter out of Trieste 
which took nine weeks to Durban 
stopping at 29 ports along the way. 
The ship was carrying workmen 



fe^road building in Abyssinia- 
Greeks, Italians, Egyptians;a 
fascinating voyage-- the ship 
sailed at night and stayed in 
port during the daytime. So 
there were 29 different parts 
to explore. In South Africa 
Julie got a secretarial job as a 
companion to an elderly English 
woman who had retired on an 
estate in Masheke, 60 miles by 
roughish road from Salisbury- 
30 miles to the nearest P.O. 

The woman had 50 black servants 
working for her and felt Julie had 
stepped out of line when on their 
way to a tennis party shortly after 
news of King George V’s death she 
noticed she had on a frock sprigged 
in black. She wouldn't speak to 
julie for 48 hours feeling that she 
herself had the social right to be in 
mourning but certainly her compan¬ 
ion had stepped over the bounds. 



JULIE MIDDLETON 


On the grounds that she was being 
recalled to England, Julie left her 
employer and worked her way ar¬ 
ound Africa for another sik months 
before returning to England 

The varied works of art hanging 
on the walls of the Middleton home 
reflect the active interest in art of 
its owners. This undoubtedly came 
at least partly from Julie’s career 
with the Frank Sabin Gallery- a 


LIVING 


4 storey establishment on Bond 
Street where she worked. Here she 
was steeped in the pre-war London 
Art Scene and -the Sabin family were 
a colorful crowd, particularly the 
young son who wore braided waist¬ 
coats and Edwardian velvet frock 
coats. The Bond Street building was 
bombed by the Nazis but fortunately 
all the treasures of old Masters had 
been packed up when the war started 
and shipped to the country. 

War was declared just after Julie 
had been to Canada and the U. S. 
as she arrived back in London just 
after Chamberlain's talk with Hitler. 
She tried to get into war service 
immediately but there was no col¬ 
ossal call-up. Her family wanted 
her back in N.Z. so while Europe 
was beginning to crumble she was 
on one of the South African Union 
Castle Steamships sailing along the 
West Coast of Africa. 

Another choice - since she didn't 
want to stay in N.Z,, couldn't go 
back to London - she went to Aust¬ 
ralia. Refugees were pouring in - 
none of them knew English so Julie 
went from house to house teaching 
them. She then enlisted in the 
Australian Army Medical Women's 
Services which took over V.A.D. 
(Volunteer Aid Workers). After Off¬ 
icer’s training she was posted to the 
Army Education Service in North 
Queensland where, coincidentally, 
Peter was also stationed. Romance 
flourished and they married in 1946. 

Both discharged, they went up to 
beautiful Port Douglas on their honey¬ 
moon. Perched high on a hill over¬ 
looking the gorgeous Port Douglas 
Beach they decided to buy a three 
acre property which had belonged to 
a Catholic Seminary. It was theirs 
for 25 pounds. What to do with it? 
There was a secure job waiting for 
Peter in Melbourne but they chose 
to start a tourist resort. 

The old army installations were 
being sold off cheaply, army cots, 
odd bits of furniture, wooden huts - 
a sentry box (which became the 
"loo"). They ran the resort for 
five years. They had started it 
from nothing but when the tourist 
boom brought as many as 70 luncheon 
guests a day it wasn’t as much fun as 

(please turn to the next page) 
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HELEN PAYNE 


HERE IS A dish which appeals to the 
eye as well as the palate whether 
served as a hot main course or for 
cold buffet. Not only do the vege¬ 
tables provide colour but their fla¬ 
vours blend beautifully with that of 
the meat. The vegetables I've used 
here are in season but you could sub¬ 
stitute other colorful ones. 
ARGENTINE BEEF ROLL 
Rib flap approx 18" x 12” 
l dz. silverbeet green only 
£ dz. carrots sliced lengthwise 
and parboiled 


Julie Middleton 

j (continued from f>. 36) | 

when it was small so they sold it and 
bought a farm in Tully and raised 
pineapples which they sent to a can¬ 
nery in Cairns. The cannery went 
bust at the height of one season and 
sent all their pineapples back. 

So - to Sydney. Peter went back 
to journalism and they bought and 
ran flatettes until Julie’s sight began 
going bad. She went for medical 
tests in London and again decided to 
study. She took a three-years 
course at the Chilege of Speech Ther¬ 
apy in London - Peter doing free¬ 
lance work with the B. B*C. and send¬ 
ing articles back to Australia until 
they returned there to live when 
Julie took a position in Speech Ther¬ 
apy at the Spastic Centre in Mosman 
and Peter became Editor of Hospital 
Association Journal and also of "Good 
Government" 

One of the most important choices 
of all was the Middleton’s move to 
Norfolk Island where, after a series 
of holidays here, they finally moved 
in 1970. It is here in our small com¬ 
munity environment that Julie feels 
she’s able to be a part of the com¬ 
munity which would now be difficult 
for her anywhere else. 


2 large onions 

3 cloves garlic 

Good sprinkling of salt, pepper 
and cumin 

Spread flap with chopped silverbeet, 
carrots, sliced onions and crushed 
cloves of garlic and sprinkle well with 
salt, pepper and a double sprinkling 
of cumin. Roll flap neatly and 
tie with string. Coat well with 
butter or bacon fat, cover with al- 
foll and bake in a moderate oven. 
Make gravy of the juices adding 
more cumin. Serve hot or cold. 

This roll is better when cut in thick 
slices so that the vegetables remain 
encircled by the meat. 

CHILLED GREEN BEAN SALAD 

3 tablesp. vinegar 

6 " salad oil 

Salt and pepper to taste 

1 lb. cooked green beans 

4 bunch spring onions 

4 hard boiled eggs, chopped 

3 tablesp. mayonnaise 

2 teasp. vinegar 

1 teasp. prepared mustard 

4 rashers of bacon crisped 
Shake together the vinegar, oil, 
salt and pepper. Pour over beans 
and onions and leave to marinate 
for several hours. Just before serv¬ 
ing mix together remaining ingred¬ 
ients and spoon over the beans. 

Serve sprinkled with bacon. Serves 
4-6. 



SPICE OF THE MONTH 


Although I promised to chat about 
an herb or spice in each column, lack 
of space precluded it last month so 
let us carry on now. 

CUMIN; This strong flavoured mem¬ 
ber of the parsley family grows in 
the Mediterranean region and has a 
long history. Made from the dried 
seed of the plant it was used by 
Assyrian and Babylonian doctors in 
drugs and as a preservative by early 
Greeks and Romans. The Indians 
also must have been aware of its 
value as a preservative and it is an 
important part of curry and chili 
powders. 

Suggested quantities; 

J teasp. to 1 cup rice 
4 teasp. in marinade for 14 lbs. 

of lamb or beef 
Dash in salad dressing or may¬ 
onnaise 

Dash to | teasp. to 3 lbs. beef 
for pot roast or stew. 


«BOND 

by "VINAS" 

--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


The Eden Valley is on the edge of 
the Barossa and it is from here we 
have two whites recently imported by 
the Bond., Both are "individual vine¬ 
yard” wines produced by the Barossa 
Co-operative Winery under its Kaiser 
Stuhl label. 

The first, as I tried them, was a 
dry Rhine Riesling from Rogers' 
"Sunburaean" vineyard. Bottled 
when young the wine has a good, 
somewhat spicy, nose, a lot of fruit 
and a clean but not too dominant 
acid finish - certainly good value for 
$2.05. 

The other is a late-picked Rhine 
Reisling from Stephens' "Wyncroft” 
vineyard. Same variety, same lo¬ 
cality but what a different wine'. 

The late harvesting has produced a 
less prominent nose, less fruit but a 
quite delightful, light sv ect wine as 
smooth as can be, which, if you like 
them on the sweet side, you could 
drink anytime. With my dry palate 
it is one I'd recommend with fruits 
and cheese or a complimenting de¬ 
ssert but, whichever way, it's also 
good value at $2.05. 

Although not favouring over¬ 
chilling of whites I'd suggest you 
have the sweet one a little colder 
than the dry. 

Back in May we had a look at 
various whites, two of diem com¬ 
ing from the Barossa. 

Hardy's Eden Moselle: one of the 
best wines of its type in Australia. 

Also made from Rhine Reisling 
grapes it has plenty of bouquet and 
flavour but remains delicate. 

Price $1.65. 

H.G. Brown's Bin 70; a Moselle 
style made of Barossa material from 
an unnamed maker. Compared 
with others it seems a bit over¬ 
priced at $2.25. 

There are also sparkling wines and 
sherries from this area in the Bond 
together with a number of wines blend¬ 
ed from material from Barossa and 
elsewhere. Perhaps we can take a 
look at these later under other head¬ 
ings. 
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With the SHOW just ten days away 
perhaps a few hints on how to choose 
your flowers and vegetables would 
be helpful. 

Remember quality not quantity is 
keynote when showing. Firstly let's 
take vegetables; 

Carrots choose clean, well shap¬ 
es ones with fine "necks", showing 
good foiliage; wash well; if six are 
asked for, make sure they are un¬ 
iform in size. 

Cabbage these should be clean and 
broken or eaten leaves removed; 
hard hearts and no sign of stem grow¬ 
th. Once again the biggest Is not al¬ 
ways the best. 

Cauliflower firm white flower, 
with no sign of spreading or dis¬ 
colour. 

Fruit speak for themselves; clean 
and unblemished, uniform in size 

Flowers remember, where coll- 
ection of cut flowers is wanted read 
class requirements carefully, some 
classes do state "one of each colour" 
where as in other classes, example, 
"Collection of Lillies", means one 
of each colour of each variety. 

Therefore your collection may be; 

1 red hippeastrum, 1 white, 1 pinky 
shade, 1 arum lilly, 1 yellow day 
lilly, 1 orange lilly, and any other 
variety that you should wish to in¬ 
clude. Technically speaking Hipp¬ 
ies are not lillies, so this is up to 
the judge to decide. 

Roses are best in half open buds 
unless otherwise asked for. Good 
strong stems and healthy foliage. 

Sweetpeas not less than four flor¬ 
ets set evenly on good stems, so 
do not choose a flower where one 
can see a seed pod forming; these 
are too old. 

Gladiola fine florets out and set 
one overlaping each other, are 
prehaps 

perfect, never have all florets out 
Do not remove spent flowers from 
the bottom of spike as this only 
shows deterioration of spike. 

Carnations flat at the back of flow- 
er and straight stemmed. 

P.S. For those who are puzzled 
about the following, this may be a 
help. 

All the following Pelargoniums, 

Ivy Geraniums and Geraniums ate 


the same family-namely. Pelargonium. 

So collection of Geraniums may 
contain all varieties, one of each col¬ 
our of each variety. 

Begonias Rex heart shaped col¬ 
oured leaves. 

Tuber may be hanging basket, or 
single or double camelia shapes, 
grown from tubers. 

Fibrous tall growing, with pend¬ 


ulous flowers, red, white and pink 
mostly in colour. Fibrous refers to 
root system. 

Best of luck to gardeners at the 
coming Show, may it be the best 
ever. 

Not a great deal of planting just 
at the present, but keep ground well 
hoed and prehaps mulch around roses 
and small shrubs. 



IN THE DAYS of my youth which 
were spent in New Zealand, one of 
my delights was an early morning 
ride among the hills and valleys, 
where the young lambs arrive with 
spring, when the hills are green and 
willows wave their garlands of pale 
green heads, while new born lambs 
call plaintively and the ewe answers 
them with a comforting "baa". 

Another was to be on a cool 
sandy beach and watch the sun rise 
over the sea turning the sea one 
lovely muted purple after another 
and finally gold as it ascended sky¬ 
wards. the many sounds of the sea 
have always been music to me, 
sometimes so sad and at others full 
of joy and song. Both these have their 
parallel here on my Island home of 
so many years now. Firstly die ride 
along Red Road to the Bridle Track 
following the cliff tops through the 
stately pines with Pacific showing 
through the trees and spreading out to 
far horizon sky, and, while the Ter¬ 
ns come so close one can feel the 
beat of their wings as they take a 
close unpearine look at horse and 
rider. 

The second, is Emily Bay, then it 
is Sunset, not Sunrise, this is so breath - 
takingly lovely it is beyond me to 
describe properly. It is one of the 
gems of nature one now and then fi¬ 
nds if one takes time to "Stop and 
look for a while". 

if you have qever taken the time to 
enjoy such gems, then as the song 


of the day says “ You had better stop 
and smell die roses". 

Many people grew seeds for seed 
companies. This was apart from 
bean seed which, of course, was 
the major crop. Some like our¬ 
selves grew flower seeds. Our first 
crop was French Marigolds-these 
grew far bigger than we had seen 
before. Seeds are very long and 
thin with the dried petals still 
attached when they are harvested. 
These I carefully cleaned off - 
millions of them. A neighbor 
who had grown these for some years 
tried to advise me I was wasting my 
tieme and loosing weight of seeds 
and that 4would be deducted for 
cleaning of seeds by the Company 
whether I was so fussy or not. 

Needless to say I learned die hard 
was; she was so right, 4<ft for my very 
carefully cleaned ones and 4<5fc for her 
roughly cleaned ones. 

Many people gathered the local lem¬ 
ons (rough skinned ones) for their seeds 
alone. These seeds were exported to 
Australia for stock trees to be grafted 
with oranges and lemons. I have 
not actually gathered lemon seed my¬ 
self but I have seen some peoples 
hands with deep seated ulcer like , 
sores which I was told were called 
"lemon eaters" by the Islanders. 

Well named, as many of the names 
given to objects, places and people 
are. 

Do you know how many lemons must 
be squeezed to get £lb seed?. 

A wheelbarrow full. 
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END OF SEPTEMBER - end of the 
football season for another year. 

It's been an interesting season from 
the spectator's viewpoint. Longridge 
and Cascade have fought some very 
close games and United won its first 
game right at the end of the season 
the second last game to be played. 
Great jubilations: 

This would have given the Greens 
players and their supporters a really 
good reason to kick up their heels 
and celebrate at their annual Pre¬ 
sentation Dinner at die Hotel Nor¬ 
folk on a Saturday night. By all 
accounts it was a most successful 
night and great fun. The Reds Foot¬ 
ball Club had held their Presentation 
Night the previous Saturday at the 
South Pacific Hotel. By the end of 
the night not only were there plenty 
of people inside the hotel, I believe 
there were quite a few outside in the 
pool as well: Two events still to be 


enjoyed are the Annual Rugby League 
Presentation and the Blues Presenta¬ 
tion Night - both to be held later on 
in October. 

As far as the schoolchildren are 
concerned, perhaps the highlight of 
the season was the visit of the Ellers- 
lie Eagles from Auckland, N.Z. The 
Ellerslie Eagles team was made up of 
boys between the ages of 13 and 15 - 
all good players chosen to represent 
their Club. Their coach and chaper¬ 
one, Mr. Clive Molloy, said that one 
of the main reasons he and his wife, 
Avis, had planned the trip was be¬ 
cause they heard diat the Norfolk 
boys were anxious to have a chance 
to play other teams. (There are only 
two teams in each division here on 
Norfolk - so a bit of variety is well 
appreciated'.) 

The Ellerslie boys were all very 
keen, and with encouragement from 
Clive and support from parents, the 



COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 

THREE COLOUR MOVIES 

AT THE CASCADE ROAD HALL 
(below the Methodist Church) 


“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN” 

A MUST FOR ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 130 PEOPLE. 

Trts PROGRAM E EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
AN) E SHORN EARLY IN THE REEK. 


HIBISCUS RADIO 


PHONE: 2258 


NORFOLK ISLAND IS UNIQUE - 
THE BIGGEST SMALL ISLAND IN THE WORLD. 



boys raised all tbe money necessary 
for the tour. Most.of the money was 
raised by bottle drives, plus auction 
sales, Paddy's markets, and odd jobs 
undertaken. 

The first game between Norfolk and 
New Zealand was played at Kingston 
as the "curtain raiser” before the 
crucial game for the Dickett Shield. 
Despite the fact that the Eagles were 
defeated on both occasions by the 
Norfolk Island team, I've an idea 
they enjoyed their holiday very much 
indeed. The boys were billetted with 
Island families; the weather was glor¬ 
ious. and there were sausage sizzles, 
trip in die glass bottom boat, inspec¬ 
tion of Government House and an after¬ 
noon of "Abba" organised. However, 
there was still plenty of free time for 
the boys to enjoy the freedom and cas¬ 
ual life of Norfolk. Hopefully next 
year a team from Norfolk Island 
will have the opportunity to go to 
New Zealand and play a few games 
there. It's such an ideal chance to 
encourage good sportsmanship in our 
younger players. 

On Wednesday September 1st at the 
Leagues Club, there was a spirit of 
great excitement and anticipation 
during the delicious meal organised 
by the Rugby League for this was the 
occasion to announce the senior team 
chosen to represent Norfolk Island on 
the forthcoming football tour to New 
Zealand. When it came time to 
announce the team there were 
shouts and cheers as each member 
was announced. It sounds like a 
really good team and we all look 
forward to knowing the results of the 
games to be played in New Zealand 
in October and having the opportunity 
to watch the video-taped replay. 

This is a great event for Norfolk as 
it's the first time a team will have 
visited the mainland. 

Our boys, like most boys, are 
plane crazy (and even sometimes 
plain crazy!) and were really excited 
one day during the school holidays 
when two Hercules transport carriers 
landed at the airport. They were 
even more excited when we cal led 
in to the airport and realized that 
the aircraft were "open for inspec¬ 
tion". 

These monstrous aircraft were here 
to deliver a huge "K" leader ( a mach¬ 
ine of approx. 24' in length which will 
assist in the loading and unloading of 
aircraft) and to transport back to 
Australia for preservation three can¬ 
nons and one anchor; important links 
in Norfolk's history. One of the can¬ 
nons is from H. M. S. Bounty, the 
other two from H.M. S. Supply. It 
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never ceases to amaze me how. these 
huge flying machines manage to get 
themselves off the ground. It’s even 
more, incredible when one thinks of 
the added weight of the freight. 

Talking about getting things off 
the ground, Bonny Quintal, our local 
nursing sister, visiting district nurse, 
Red Cross tutor, and radiographer, 
has taken off again on a flightathon. 

I believe it's her fourth big trip, 
and through the sponsorship of local 
hotels. Bonny will help raise money 
towards the N.I. Hospital Auxiliary. 
Publicity throughout / ustralia has 
brought forward generous donations. 
Travelling with Bonny are her "co¬ 
pilot", Marie Forsyth, and naviga¬ 
tor Daphne Heyman. According to 
most recent reports from the girls, 
they have reached Tennant Creek 
and will then travel on to Mount Isa, 
Normanton, Weipa, Thursday Island 
and Darn. When they reach New 
Guinea they will have the pleasure 
of staying with the former S. D. A. 

Pastor from Norfolk Island - Pastor 
Sills, his wife and four sons. Their 
flying trip will take four weeks and 
the return trip will take them through 
Iron Range. Cooktown, Cairns, Towns¬ 
ville, Rockhampton, Brisbane, Tam- 
worth, Quirindi. Maitland and New¬ 
castle where their aircraft will be re¬ 
turned to the Newcastle Aero Club. 

Honolulu, then on to San Fran¬ 
cisco, Los Angeles, across to Eng¬ 
land, the Continent and then on to 
Hong Kong. What a wonderful holi¬ 
day for two luclty young people, 
Julianne and Noel Bunker, who 
accompanied their parents, Nancy 
and Cec, to the annual Internation¬ 
al Lions Convention which this year 
was held in Honolulu. After the 
convention they went with a group of 
Lions across to America, then bran¬ 
ched off on their own to visit Eng¬ 
land and the Continent. 

It's hard to imagine the temper¬ 
ature being 95 degrees F in England. 
Nancy said that all the once beauti¬ 
ful parks are now just like brown 
dried-up chaff. Of course the coun¬ 
try isn’t geared for such weather - no 
air-conditioning, small hotel rooms. 

In Wales the water supply is being 
turned off at night in an effort to 
make the meagre supplies last as 
long as possible. 

In a camper van Cec and Nancy 
covered 2, 000 miles touring through 
England, Wales and Scotland, here 
they found the water situation wasn’t 
too drastic and the countryside was 
still green, really beautiful, espe¬ 
cially in the lake areas. 

After resting in London for a day 
or so the four of them then went on 
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a 15-day organised bus tour of the 
Continent. This they found rather 
tiring hut, thoroughly enjoyed fiever- 
thereat. fV Thir ty - eight .persons 'from ^ 

different English-speaking countries ^ 
made up . the .lively party,. Wherever 
they went. Naficy'said; vete many 
people travelling also. Because of 
the warm weather all camping areas 
were full so that those who had 
missed- out had to find other spots 
to camp for the night along the road¬ 
ways. 

Another few days’ rest in London 
and. then off to Hong Kong for a week 
before finally returning to Norfolk. 
What struck Julianne and Noel was 
that everywhere they went the people 
and customs of each country were so 
different. Nancy was particularly 
taken with Austria and Switzerland. 
During the brief summer months the 
people adorn their homes and decor¬ 
ate the streets with colourful window 
boxes and hanging baskets filled 
with lovely geraniums and fuschias. 
Nancy said the Swiss chalets look 
just as .they do on postcards. 

At die last meeting of the Wives 
and Mothers Club, Mrs. Vera Hunt 
gave a demonstration of the art of 
floral arrangements. Mrs. Hunt has 
studied the oriental art of Ikebana 
and has many diplomas to her credit. 
Her arrangements were beautiful 
and looked so simple. Gerberas, 
carnations, begonias and wisteria 
were among the blooms she used. 

One of the most attractive combina¬ 
tions was of wisteria and some mag¬ 
nificent blooms Of white azalea. 

After her demonstration, Mrs. Hunt 
gave flowers to members so that 
they could practise before creating 
an entry for the A. & H. Show! 1 
know of several ladies who thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed the challenge to create 
an attractive arrangement; and per¬ 
haps there will be lots of entries in 
the Floral Art section of the Show. 

It’s so relaxing to "play" with 
flowers - and such a thrill when an 
appealing arrangement evolves. How 
about having a go - and putting an 
entry in the Show. It’s the fun of 
competing that’s important. That’s 
what helps make the Show a success. 

And if flowers aren't your forte, 
have a browse through the Show 
Schedule. It should be a super day-, 
there's something for everyone. 

Another successful function the 
Wives and Mothers Club held this 
month was a 50/50 dance at the 
Leagues Club one Saturday night. 
Although only a small crowd attend^ 
ed it was a really happy night. The 
Lantana Trio was in a jovial mood 
as was the MC - Mr. "Magoo” Selby - 
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who soon had everyone up. on the 
floor dancing. Joy anA Gr^g Quin¬ 
tal were qertajply having a great 
time ■cikllh^tihg Joy's "21st" birth- 

w:' 7 ' , 

Something relatively new on the 
.Norfolk scene is the home movie 
"thing". In the past we have en¬ 
joyed movies of the family in all 
sorts of situations. But now it’s all 
much more sophisticated with sound, 
cinemascope and colour. We’ve 
been lucky enough 50 be invited to 
watch movies like "The Sound of 
Music", "Dr. Zhivago" and ’That’s 
Entertainment” in the comfort of 
friends' lounge room. The films 
are hired on the Island and are cir¬ 
cuited among all the 16mm. movie 
projector owners. It seems so lux¬ 
urious - and no. ads! 

It's really good to have friends or 
relations visit from the mainland. 

One seems to make so much more of 
time available. This past week we’v. 
had three extras in the house and 
we've managed to travel all the 
roads of the Island, see all the shops, 
do some fishing (and catch fish), er 
joy the beach, picnic at Captain 
Cook's Memorial, see the gannetts, 
watch a ship unload, eat out, attend 
a Tupperware party, watch films, 
learn something new about the Isl - 
and, and still the chores were done 
There should be more weeks like 
It's been lovely. The only sad pa 
is having to say goodbye. My unc 
once said that the thing he disliked 
about Norfolk was that there were 
alvrays so many goodbyes. But a' 
least one can always return we 
return next month to bring you 
more news of happenings here on 
Norfolk! 

Cheerio! 
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‘dars Norfolk ’ 


YOU MUST TEMPER the wind to the 
growing plant on Norfolk. 

Salt-laden sea-breezes, blowing 
at up to 20 or 30 knots for days on 
end from any point of the compass 
can sear flowers, shred row crops and 
rip blossoms and unripe fruit from 
orchard trees. 

In the early days, islanders often 
planted hedges to serve the combined 
purpose of windbreak (or breakwind, 
on Norfolk), boundary-marker and 
fence against roaming beasts. 

The wild lemon served admirably. 
Only a generation ago Norfolk 
lemons grew so thickly along the road¬ 
side that the branches met in the 
middle, hiding the sky. 

To install a Norfolk lemon break¬ 
wind-boundary marker-cattle fence 
you simply lined up the wild trees 
approximately along the perimeter 
of your property, then half-cut through 
the branches with an axe. You dragged 
the branches round in a fan-shape and 
overlapped them with similarly shaped 
trees on either side. 

The cuts quickly healed, and you 
had a fine, strong, self-renewing 
fence, cattle-proofed by the long, 
sharp spikes carried on the branches. 

A plant disease that appeared in 
the 40s almost wiped out the wild 
lemon population, and no example of a 
lemon fence seems to remain. 

Even longer and m or e thosti le - look - 
ing are the thorns, up to four inches 
long, carried on the Natal Plum; not 
only cattle-proof but human-proof 
too, in the opinion of many islanders. 

A Natal Plum hedge grows up to 15 
feet high unless cut back, producing 
pretty white flowers and small, flatt- 
ish, yellow-colored, rather tart, fruit 
which makes delicious jam. 

Clippings must be carefully gath¬ 
ered and burnt, because they are a 
constant danger to stock. The tough 
thorns lodge in hooves and coats when 
beasts seek shade or shelter, causing 
severe injury. 

The Natal Plum was introduced by 
the old Melanesian Mission, and the 
only hedge remaining lines Kay 
Wood's Silky Oak Riding School along 
Mission Road. 

Another hedge which is cattle- 
deterrent rather than cattle-proof is 
the thomed blueflower, and a blue- 
flower hedge runs along Headstone 
Road from the Mission Chapel, St. 
Barnabas. 


Rather confusingly, another blue- 
flower hedge, the plumbago, doesn't 
grow thorns. 

There's blueflower hedge down 
Store Road, which runs between 
Middlegate and Kingston. In fact, 
there are many examples here of old 
island hedges, including oleander, 
tecoma and African olive. 

Oleander doesn’t have defensive 
spikes, but it is very poisonous, 
and this, plus the thick growth of 
stems, seems to keep beasts from push¬ 
ing through at will. 

Cattle have died from drinking 
water in which oleander leaves fell. 

Oleander, called mountain rose 
in Norfolk, comes in several shades - 
white, pink, dark pink, and there 
used to be a scented oleander hedge 
outside the Protestant clergyman's 
cottage in Quality Row; but it was 
bulldozed when restoration began. 

The red-flowering tecoma might 
be the most popular of the hedge- 
breakwind-fences on Norfolk, at 
least around homes. 

Tecoma needs tending, however, 
because it will spread. The shoots 
grow skyward and then curl over 
and down like a wave breaking in 
super-slow-motion, striking where 
they touch.ground. 

This makes a splendid shelter for 
cattle, and, it's said, for rats too - - 
though Norfolk’s fat, glossy grey 
rats thrive in the tree-tops, scuttling 
along branches from tree to tree like 
possums. 

Tecoma shoots are wound into 
small hoops, like willow withies, to 
provide the foundation for wreaths. 

If you plant African olive for a 
windbreak, you'll have a long wait 
before it makes much of a shelter; 
like most-tough woods, it grows 
very slowly. 

All the same, it's popular. Island 
boatbuilders used to search for a 
naturally-bent olive to provide the 
stem for their boats. 

Your children will be able to cut 
olive branches to use as fence posts. 
Ironwood was the most durable of 
Norfolk’s fencing timbers but it has 
mostly been cut out, and anyway is 
extremely slow growing. 

Chemically-treated eucalyptus 
and pine are replacing the natural 
timbers for fencing, but olive is 
still a favourite, which explains some 
of the rather unusual, free-form fenc¬ 


ing which strikes the visitor's eye. 

Two olive fence posts at Central 
School struck and grew. This ten¬ 
dency to strike is even stronger with 
blue (or red) guava (porpay, in Nor¬ 
folk). 

Near the old Seventh Day Adven¬ 
tist Church down Cascade Road a 
New Zealander, maybe 20 or 30 
years ago, decided to save some 
time by cutting his guava fence 
posts thin, two or three inches in 
diameter, driving them into the 
ground like steel stakes, instead of 
digging a hole for each. 

They all grew, despite the treat¬ 
ment and the staples hammered in 
to hold the fence-wire. Eventually 
the living posts were cut off, but by 
that time, the seeds from the fruit 
had taken root, forming a dense 
hedge. 

Porpay is still used for hedges, al¬ 
though it's another slow-grower. 

But you get a limitless supply of 
stakes for beans and tomatoes, as 
the hedge matures, as well as fruit -- 
and porpay makes the best fruit 
salad and guava jelly. 

A medium-high shrub with pretty 
purple and white flowers can be seen 
along Cascade Road, and it's called 
Curse short for Byron Adams' 

Curse. 

Byron Adams brought the plant to 
Norfolk for his garden. He was killed 
whaling early this century. 

Another pest, and one shaping up 
to be a far greater menace than lan- 
tana and wild tobacco together, is 
the Hawaiian Holly. This is really 
the Brazilian Pepper Tree but came 
to Norfolk via Hawaiia about 50 years 
ago. 

A holly hedge planted beside Stock- 
yard Road has run right up the hill¬ 
side. 

Another hedge, possibly the oldest 
remaining, is alongside the Garrison 
Restaurant in Taylors Road. 

In winter, the Hawaiian Holly pro¬ 
duces clusters of bright red berries, 
which birds love, and the droppings 
spread the seeds island-wide. 

The holly isn’t any use for fire¬ 
wood either. 

One islander of scientific bent 
carefully dried some holly logs in 
the open for several months, then 
under shelter, before trying them in 
the stove. They still would not burn 
unassisted by another species of wood. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorlohire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hpes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS ' 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 










Norfolk’s Show: Jo Wiltshier cleans up with “Paprika” 
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Portable Echo Sounders 


FEATURES 

* "Light Trap" flasher dial permitting easy 
readouts in bright place 

* Optional changeover for flasher only or for 
dual indication of flasher and recorder 

* Compact and handy design yet giving big 
expensive sounder's performance 

* "White line" operation 

* fully silicon transistorized 

* Reliable pulse generation by means of 
magnetic keying 

* Zero line adjuster 

* Reliable both in pleasure craft and com¬ 
mercial fishing boats 


International DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 








NORFOLK DIARY P.3-7 - Doubt over the le- 
gality of shutting off "enter-and-remain" per¬ 
mits two-and-a-half years ago; Rotary gives 
Burnt Pine new rubbish bins; the "special al¬ 
lowances" problem seems resolved well; the 
Department recommends Norfolk be consulted 
before laws affecting the Island are made; a 
home on Quality Row may be for rent; Nor¬ 
folk footballers made a wonderful showing in 
New Zealand. 

COUNCIL TRANSCRIPT P. 9-12 - Absentee 
Landowners Levy creates a stir, but it is al¬ 
ready in effect. President of Committees Bill 
Blucher argues for hereditary rights. 

WINNERS IN THE SHOW P.13-16 and 33-37 - 
The first complete list of prize-winners in the 
great annual A&H Society event. 


ISLAND HANDBOOK P. 17-32 - Current hours. 
November calendar of daily events, tides, sun 
& moon, best buys. Island map, airline & 
shipping schedules, radio programs, history, 
crossword puzzle. 

N. I. CATTLE? P. 38-39 - Two visiting judges 
in the 1976 Show express two quite different 
points of view about the quality of our beasts. 
NORFOLK LIVING P. 40-43 - Mary Christian- 
Bailey; Garden Notes; "Island Housewife"; 
what's good at the Bond; "Pincushion" of home 
hints; recipes from Helen Payne's kitchen. 
LETTER FROM HOME Pi 44-46;- What 
people have been doing and saying. 

"PARS NORFOLK" P. 46 - The opening of 


Nirfol 

Diar\ 



FOR THE PAST two-and-a-half 
years no one new has been permit¬ 
ted to settle permanently on Norfolk. 

Permits to "enter and remain in¬ 
definitely" used to be issued to a 
quota of up to 15 new families each 
year. They were stopped May 3, 
1974, on instructions from the Hon. 
Gordon Bryant, who was the Minis¬ 
ter responsible for Norfolk at that 
time. 

It was understood that the suspen¬ 
sion of any new permits was a temp¬ 
orary thing, and that a new set of 
immigration policies would-be put 
into effect as soon as they could be 
worked out. 

But thirty months later, the new 
policies are still being discussed. 

Meanwhile damage has been done 
by the ban on new permits. There 
were a number of families who had 
made plans to move here, with the 
understanding that some form of 


"enter-and-remain" permit would 
be able to be applied for before 
long. These people have had to 
live with a distressing uncertainty 
about a fundamental aspect of their 
lives, and it is not good government 
to keep people dangling that way. 

Fifteen new families a year cer¬ 
tainly didn't threaten Norfolk with 
a population explosion, but they 
made an important difference in the 
Island's life. It used to be that a 
Norfolk family wanting to move 
elsewhere could find a small but 
adequate market for selling its home 
and perhaps business, but for two- 
and-a-half years this market has 
been almost non-existant. As a re¬ 
sult there are good people who sim - 
ply can't afford to move away for 
medical treatment they need -- 
and at least one family split, with 
the husband having to remain on 
the Island until their home can be 
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sold. 

A number of new families have 
moved here with nothing more se¬ 
cure than a six-months permit, 
which they hope will be renewed. 

Against this background of perso¬ 
nal inconvenience and distress, it 
is seriously troubling to learn that 
Mr. Bryant's order may have been 
illegal, and that maybe permits 
should have been forthcoming all 
along. 

This possibility turns on the ques¬ 
tion of what the Administrator's du¬ 
ty is. The Immigration Ordinance 
says that if an application is correct¬ 
ly made, "the Administrator may, 
in his discretion but subject to this 
Ordinance" issue a permit -- either 
temporary or indefinite. 

Does this mean that the Admini¬ 
strator has a duty to exercise his own 
discretion, subject to no other in¬ 
fluences but the Ordinance itself? 

Norfolk's Legal Adviser believes 
this is the case. 

"In my opinion, where there is a 
discretion conferred upon the Admin¬ 
istrator he must exercise the discre¬ 
tion himself, on the merits of the 
case before him, and not be subject 
to the dictation of the Minister, " 

Mr. Cleary said in October. 

"If the Administrator does follow 
the direction of the Minister in these 
cases, although he is acting him¬ 
self he is nor exercising bis own dis¬ 
cretion in a proper and adequate 
manner, as required by the Ordin- 

"Notwithstanding my opinion on 
the matter. I would recommend 
that the question be referred through 
the Department to the Attorney- 
General’s Department for further o- 
pinion." 

Norfolk Island is a very small part 
of Australian Government matters, 
and it takes a long time for our nor¬ 
mal business to be transacted through 
the corridors of Canberra. But this 
question isn't normal business and it 
should be dealt with promptly. 

Long delays can be tolerated in the 
making of decisions that confer a 
new benefit on someone, or set up 
a new control against something. 

But the issue here is whether a con¬ 
siderable number of people are suf¬ 
fering because of a government pol¬ 
icy that may have been illegal all 
along. 

If the Attorney-General's Depart¬ 
ment finds the policy has been cor¬ 
rectly established, suspicion that 
it is incorrect should be cleared up * 
quickly. 

If it proves that the policy actually 
is illegally based, it should not be 
allowed to continue inflicting harm 


for even a single day longer than is 
necessary. 

Pretty rubbish bins? 
Yes, thanks to Rotary 

LAST MONTH Burnt Pine suddenly 
blossomed out with nice-looking 
rubbish bins. They are slatted tim¬ 
ber, with a natural finish, hold¬ 
ing removable pails of about 15- 
gallon size. 

They are a tasteful and function¬ 
al answer to a real and daily prob¬ 
lem in the shopping centre --one 
that previously was partly ignored 
and partly mis-handled by using 
ugly, awkward, discarded 44-gal¬ 
lon drums. 

The new ones are a present from 
the Rotary Club, which once again 
wins marks for practical service 
to Norfolk Island. 

,The club's main project this 
year will be helping to get the 
new Pre-School Centre built and 
into operation. The Wives and 
Mothers Club worked for years to 
develop the idea of the Centre 
and rai se money for it, and have 
been applauded for their determi¬ 
nation and success. With the men 
of Rotary now resolved to put their 
shoulders behind the project, it 
ought to become a reality soon. 

Tenders have been called for 
from possible sub-contractors, the 
lease on the property has been 
worked out, material for the roof 
has arrived; construction should 
begin at year-end, and youngsters 
may be able to start enjoying it 
by mid-1977. 


The "mainland solu¬ 
tion" with Nl twist 

THE "SPECIAL ALLOWANCES" 
problem seems to have been sort¬ 
ed out in a wise and sensible man¬ 
ner. 

First of all, an increase to $15 
a week was quickly approved in 
Canberra, and the Island budget 
was changed to allow the Admin 
to go another $7, 000 in debt this 
year. The increase was back-dated 
and paid from August 5th. 

Next, the controversial means- 
test questionaire was de-thorned. 

A questionaire is to be devised, 
but it will be required only of peo¬ 
ple who want to be added to the 
roll in the future, or of people now 
on the list who feel they need any 
future increases in the allowance 



comprehensive range of . 
stationery items for, home, 
office, club, schdo 1, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, a • 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 


NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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A GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
TO GET THE BIGGEST 
PRE-CHRISTMAS SELECTION 



BATTERY 

OPERATED 

TOYS 


REALLY SHOOTS MISSILES*. 


BATTERY-OPERATED 

BAROMETERS FROM 
FRANCE 


SPANISH 

HANDCRAFTS 

LEATHER BOTTLES 
WOODWARE 
BAR ACCESSORIES 
TOLEDO JEWELLERY 


LAffiE SHIPMENT: 
JUST ARRIVED!:;: 


AVOID T«E RUSH! 



new; 


LEISURE AND 
SLEEPWEAR 

iiilijill 

"STARDUST" 

:of the USA 



kE ARE NORFOLK'S 
: :;SOLE;ASENdY;n: 
;Tor the famous:: 

DfillUR 

f:jSHIN6::TAClfl;E: : 

:::RdDS:S;:REELSi;;: 


MOROCCAN LEATHER 
LADIES' HANDBA6S 

NEW CONSIGNMENT -- 
WOMEN LOVE THESE 
AND THEY’LL GO FAST 

□ 

WE ARE AGENTS FOR THE 
WORLD-FAMOUS JUNKERS 
HOT WATER SERVICES 


A”. FOUR. CORNERS 



that may be authorised in the years 
ahead. 

Anyone now receiving the $15 a 
week will go on getting it without 
having to prove they need it and 
without making a plea for it. 

The idea of the questionaire had 
been called "a mainland solution 
for a Norfolk problem. "• but with a 
little thought and discussion it now 
seems to have been converted into 
a Norfolk adaptation of a mainland 
idea, pretty well suited to the Nor¬ 
folk problem. 


Beating the gun on 
the Nlrano report? 

A REMARKABLE brief report was 
issued by the Administrator at the 
October meeting of Council. 

He said that the Department of 
Administrative Services (which ad¬ 
ministers Australia's few remain¬ 
ing colonies, including Norfolk) 
had prepared a paper for its Minis¬ 
ter? The intention is that die paper 
jjvill go to the Prime Minister and 
She Cabinet. 

■ The paper sets out a recommend¬ 
ation ",.. that any legislation in 
Canberra which affects Norfolk Isl¬ 
and should be referred not only to 
the Department of Administrative 
Services but to this Council for con¬ 
sultation before proceeding any fur¬ 
ther, " said Mr. O'Leary, "and 1 
would hope that Cabinet will look 
favourably upon that recommend¬ 
ation. “ 

It’s a fine idea, as was the De¬ 
pression-days campaign slogan, "A 
chicken in every pot. " It is basic 
to democracy that people have 
some proper form of representation 
as laws for their government are 
considered. One of the main rea¬ 
sons the Whitlam Government call¬ 
ed Norfolk's form of administration 
"outmoded and inappropriate" was 
that many Australian laws come 
into effect on Norfolk without our 
having heard about them (or, oft¬ 
en, without our being able even 
to read a copy of them for months 
after they have been in force.) 

A Royal Commission has spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in¬ 
quiring into a better form of ad¬ 
ministration for the Island. With 
its report perhaps only weeks off, 
it is remarkable that our present 
Department's staff should have tak¬ 
en tfc&time to prepare a Cabinet 
paper on this central governmenta, 
issue. It is remarkable to think that 
Cabinet would actually allocate 
time for considering the paper, in 


WITH SORROW 
WE RECORD THE DEATHS 
OF THESE NORFOLK 
ISLAND PEOPLE: 


GEO R G L L.E N W$L S QAJ 

In Sydney,^on October 3rd 


MYER GRAHAM 
On October 19th 


WILLIAM ("IKE") EDWARDS 
In Sydney, on October 22nd 


view of the imminence of the Nim- 
tritjfieport. Does the Department 
assume that Norfolk administration 
will continue as it is, regardless 
of the Royal Commission’s recom¬ 
mendations? Is it just getting its 
own record in order, so the exist¬ 
ing system won't be criticised for 
having with-held a form of repre¬ 
sentation from Island residents? 

Just how Norfolk should have its 
fair voice in Australian law-making 
is a knotty question. Cedric Hamp- 
son Q. C., the counsel assisting die 
Royal Commission, concluded in 
his summing-up address that the 
most practical way to achieve this 
desirable end would be for Norfolk 
to have its own Member in the Aus¬ 
tralian House --a solution that 
probably would provide little more 
than a new source of fun and jokes 
in Parliament. 

We may hope that Sir John Nim- 
mo has given die problem a lot of 
reflection, and that shortly we will 
hear what he believes is the right 
answer. Meanwhile it is good to 
know that our Department thinks 
one of the basic principles of dem¬ 
ocracy ought, in future, to apply 
bn Norfolk. 

Last chance to move 
onto Quality Row 

TO LET; early 19th cent, home 
on historic Quality Row, nr. Govt. 
Hse., golf course, beaches. Ten¬ 
ant must restore to gqvt. specs. 

Suit patient, well-heeled couple 
w antiquarian tastes.” 

The advertisement wouldn't be 
written that way, but something of 
the kind may well appear before 
long. 

In the great restoration program 
in the Kingston area, there does 
not seem to be any particular use 
for Number 10 Quality Row, the 
old home next to the Old Military 


w r ****** 

Barracks. In the.Second^ettlement 
it was the home % the colony's 
Foreman of Works. At present Po¬ 
lice Sgt. Peter Harrison and his 
family live there. 

The Inter-Departmental Com¬ 
mittee steering the restoration pro¬ 
gram feel die house ought to be 
properly restored, but Treasury 
apparently doesn't see why Austra¬ 
lia should foot the bill, and is in¬ 
sisting that the place be leased to 
someone who will restore it. 

Without much doubt it would be 
the last opportunity of all time for 
someone to acquire a Quality Row 
house. The McIntyres have No. 9, 
Mrs. Kadesh has No. 5. The doub¬ 
le house next to die Paradisi&will 
be left as a ruin, reminding visi¬ 
tors of Kingston before the restora¬ 
tion program began. No. 6 is to 
be restored as "a museum piece" 

-- that is. as it originally was, 
with no plumbing or electricity, 
and with the old kitchen as it was 
in convict days. 

“Mendham’s cottage", No. 11, 
is almost restored. It will provide 
change-rooms and public toilets 
for the Oval. The front building 
of the bouse will be available as 
offices for (presumably) visiting 
Ministers, Tax Department offic¬ 
ials and others. Council doesn’t 
like the idea of there being a set 
of offices reserved for the Minister; 
but the building has been declared 
unfit for use as a residence, and 
will have no residential facilities, 
and will probably be "the Minis¬ 
ter's Office" regardless. 

Outstanding NZ tour 
by Island footballers 

NORFOLK FOOTBALLERS, on the 
first tour ever made for matches ov¬ 
erseas, won three unexpected vic¬ 
tories, made new friends for the 
Island, and gained experience that 
will enrich the matches here next 
season. 

They were welcomed with mighty 
hospitality in New Zealand, but as 
as side they were expected to pro¬ 
vide little more than a light work¬ 
out for the much more experienced 
Kiwi teams they met. 

But they stung the Auckland Glen- 
ora senior B team 47-16. Then they 
travelled to Rotorua and whomped 
the Central Club team there, 40-5. 
Back in Auckland again they played 
the Auckland senior B representative 
side, and knocked them down 33- 
24. 

A credit to us all, and a great 
lift for the sport on Norfolk. 
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The case for cassettes... 


Stereo Cassette Deck 

TC-204SD 



Gratifying Front Cassette Loading, 
Ferri-chrome Tape Compatibility, 
Excellent SN Ratio of 59dB, 
Wow & Flutter of 0.09% 

lOolby Off, Fe-Cr) 


COVERED BY INTERNATIONAL WARRANTY WITH AUTHORIZED SONY DEALERS 


A FULL RANGE OF SONY HI-FI COMPONENTS. 
CASSETTE PORTABLES, RA DIO-C A SS ETT ES , TAPES 
AND 3-IN-l UNITS IS AVAILABLE ON NORFOLK. 


SONY: 

for particular people 






(jjOUNCIL^RANSCRIPT 


I THREE YEARS AGO Council ask- 
| ed for a tax on land owned by 
I people overseas. Part of the idea 
» was to tap the purses of land spec- 

• ulators, who were just hoping for 

• profit and doing nothing for the 

• Island. 

• Council felt the tax should not 

• apply to Pitcairn descendants who 
I hoped to "come back home" one 

• day. 

• The new levy (like all Norfolk 

• laws, almost) took a long time to 

• be enacted, but it's now in effect. 

• In the meantime Australia had 

| also passed its Racial Discrimina- 
{ tion Act, which forbids special 
I privileges being assigned to any- 
i one on the grounds of his or her 
| descent. 

I So the new Absentee Landowners 
| Levy applies to anyone off the Isl- 
t and, Pitcairner or not. 

| At the October meeting Coun- 
J cil struggled to find some way of 
I un-doing the law. Here's what 
, some members had to say- 

Cr. McIntyre: ”.. .Since the issu¬ 
ing of assessments (under the new 
Absentee Landowners Levy Ordin¬ 
ance), I have, and I think every 
member of this Council has, re¬ 
ceived not one word of praise for 
the way in which its impact falls 
and nothing but condemnation, 
and I think that when an Ordinance 
(which Council is responsible for) 
produces this kind of reaction from 
the public, we, as a Council, must 
immediately act. 

" The hypothesis of achieving a 
’fair levy in the context of absentee 
landowners does not, if I gauge 
public reaction correctly, appear 
to have been anything like achiev¬ 
ed by this present Ordinance. 

"At least that is not the way the 
public respond -- that's my own 
feeling as well. V 

"Consequently, Mr. Chairman, 
notwithstanding that I would 
imagine the result will be a recom¬ 
mendation leading to a substantial 
loss in estimated revenue from this 
source, I think that review of the 
Ordinance for the purpose of find¬ 
ing some new basis on which it 
could be levied, some new defini¬ 
tion on whom is to be levied, 
should be considered. 

"I think the convenient place to 
do that is in the Finance & Econ¬ 


omics Committee since it goes 
straight to money and I would move 
that the Absentee Landowners Levy 
Ordinance be considered by the Fi¬ 
nance & Economics Committee for 
the purpose of reviewing it to give 
the correct weight to the criticisms 
cast upon it by the public." 

Chairman: "Seconder -- Cr. Quin¬ 
tal -- any discussion?" 

Cr. Quintal: "Mr. Chairman, there 
has been discontent by both main- 
lander and islander and from over¬ 
seas owners as well. 

"I’m sure that if we have a meet¬ 
ing as suggested by Cr. McIntyre, 
we could get down to a situation 
where we can come up with a fair 
decision. 

"I do believe that we will lose 
considerable revenue, but 1 think 
that coming up with something 
that is fair to every person who is 
an absentee landowner we'd be do¬ 
ing our duty to the community and 
overseas' landowners." 

Cr. Ryves: "The origin of this 
Absentee Landowners Levy dated 
back to the 6th Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil at which four of the present 
Cbuncillors were members of that 
Council. 

"The original concept of this 
Ordinance and, if I remember the 
motion correctly, the motion said 
that an Absentee Landowners Levy 
be introduced but this levy would 
not apply to those with hereditary 
rights of residence. 

"The Ordinance which came back 
to Council I understand was passed 
at a meeting of Council subsequently 
without a full understanding of the 
implications as to what that Ordin¬ 
ance meant in relation to these 
people with this hereditary right of 
residence. 

"The thoughts behind Council at 
the time in bringing that clause in 
would affect people who, through no 
fault of their own perhaps, inherited 
land which to them had an inherent 
value as land but not as an expensive 
piece of real estate. 

"Norfolk Island has. due to cir¬ 
cumstances - economic circumstances, 
placed a value on that land -- in the 
valuer's terms anyway - - far in excess 
than the people who inherited the 
land expected it to reach. 

"1 believe, sir, that the valuations 
are unreal — I think if you look into 
development planning - - if you look 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID. 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 

into land use factors - to put a rule of 
thumb right down the whole lot and say 
this land is worth so much and this 
fee should apply to it is completely 
irrational and wrong. 

"I'm supporting the motion of 
Cr. McIntyre because I realise the 
seriousness of the implication where 
we're suddenly to remove, or may 
suddenly remove, a considerable 
amount of our revenue from our es¬ 
timates this year. 

"It has very sincere implications 
and I think that the Finance Commit¬ 
tee have got to look at the implica¬ 
tions with m'oving that money before 
it is done. 

"The original thought behind this 
Absentee Landowners Levy was that, 
dating back, this land had a fairly 
low relative value and by the resi¬ 
dents of this Island contributing 
through indirect taxation through 
social support of various social bod¬ 
ies by voluntary contribution, we 
could increase the capital assets of 
the Island in the form of electricity, 
reticulation and many other factors 
that make the value of this land far 
in excess of what it was in those 
early days. 

"At die time, sir, there was a 
considerable amount of speculation 
in land on the Island by people who 
lived outside without any hereditary 
rights, and Council was of the opin¬ 
ion that these people were gaining 
increased value of their land by the 
efforts df the people who lived on 
the Island, and that was the con¬ 
cept behind it. 

"It’s gone wfong now, sir, I think 
because of these high valuations that 
have been placed on the land, and 
it will be very necessary for Council 
to look at the situation because there 
is great hardship amongst some 
people of very meagre means to meet 
the levy where it relates to the value 
which has been placed on the land. 

"For that reason, sir, I believe 
for it to go to the Finance Committee 
for deliberation is the correct step 
for this Council to take, prior to any 
other hasty action.’ 

I BUT PRESIDENT OF Committees 
I Bill Blucher didn’t want mere dis- 
I cussion; he wanted action, and 
I moved that a different law be put 
| into the pipeline; 

Cr. Blucher: ".. .1 propose an amend¬ 
ment to die Absentee Landowners 
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Levy Ordinance 1975, I believe it is -- 
some of die memoranda is in 1976 
so 1 think that point needs clarifying, 
Mr. Chairman. 

"The amendment to the motion 
would read that a provision be placed 
in the Absentee Landowners Levy Ord¬ 
inance 1976 somewhere near the area 
of exemptions which would be in 
Section 6 or perhaps after Section 6(i), 
and the insertions to that would read; 

*1. Land which is inherited or 
owned by those whose grandfather or 
grandmothet, father, or other, who 
at some stage of his or her life was a 
resident of Nbrfolk Island, and 

2 . who would, under normal cir¬ 
cumstances meet the requirements 
of Section 17(i) of the Immigration 
Ordinance No. 7 of 1968 as amended. 

3. A further provision be placed 

in the Absentee Landowners Levy Ord¬ 
inance that the appropriate provision 
be placed in the Absentee Landowners 
Levy Ordinance 1976 to require all 
exempted absentee landowners from 
the levy to be liable to a levy based 
on the levy charged for works call 
under the Public Works Call Ordinance 
1963/64 as amended.' 

"That's the end of the motion, Mr. 
Chairman. 

"Now the reason I move that mo¬ 
tion is because I believe that must be 


a certain amount of protecting - 
must be a certain amount ortjfefrim- 
ination placed on any small ethnic 
community. 

"We have, for instance, in Australia 
where Aboriginals are being protect¬ 
ed and there's a discrimination there. 

"We have in New Zealand where 
certain aspects of Maori following, 
Maori ethics and Maori ethnic societ¬ 
ies are also being protected. 

"It has nothing to do with Racial 
Discrimination Acts -- the Racial 
Discrimination Act does not concern 
this particular amendment at this 
stage. 

"I believe that, because people 
who have been residents on this isl¬ 
and have for some reason or another 
been forced to leave the island with 
their land behind to go to the main¬ 
land - either with their families or 
for whatever reasons there might be - 
for professional reasons - for trade 
training - for apprenticeships, these 
people should not be required, after 
being away for five years, to be 
liable to pay the exorbitant (from 
my point of view) 2*7c levy on the 
over-valued land on Norfolk Island. 

"The residents of the Island do 
not pay a levy at the same time. 

"There is no intention, I hope, 
for the residents to pay a levy at 


the same time, but the third P^t 
of my mptiQn reads that either way 
-thePresident Who would under nor¬ 
mal circumstances meet the re¬ 
quirements of the Immigration Ord¬ 
inance for residential purposes 
would also be liable to pay the 
works call based on the Works Call 
Levy. 

"I place this before Council. Mr. 
Chairman. 

"I seek a seconder for this - -1 
don't believe it has very much to 
do with the actual values to be con¬ 
sidered at our proposed Industry/ 
Economics Committee meeting. 

"I seek a seconder for this be¬ 
cause I don't believe any inherited 
land on this Island should be. at 
any stage, charged with a levy. 

"I place that before Council, Mr. 
Chairman. " 

Chairman: "Is there a seconder for 
this motion? Cr. Snell." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, 
the proof of motion may contain, 
as Cr. Ryves has suggested, a 
solution. 

"What I think is needed is a 
considered look at all the possib¬ 
ilities that may provide the fair 
solution. 

"On one matter I do disagree 
with Cr. Blucher. 1 don't think 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 



CASUAL 6UEST POLICY 

VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The.luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
"Singalong with Sharon"; THURSDAY a barbeque and 
dance; FRIDAY our popular "Disco Night"; SATURDAY a 
candlelight dinner (with a fine steak for only $5.75) 
SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific eaTly in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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that any question of protection for 
anybody arises. I think the question 
is an essential one of fairness to all, 
not protection for a group. 

"Now, in that line. I'd add that 
one of the most contentious matters 
in any area of law is the valuation 
of land. Right throughout my ex¬ 
perience, 1 think everybody has 
struck somewhere where people 
cannot agree on what the value of 
land is., i 

"1 think that the fact a 
valuation is always contentious 
may point the way to a new and 
different solution such as a fixed 
sum, 

"The only thing that I do com¬ 
pletely agree with Cr. Blucher on 
is that I am opposed to any form of 
rates for the Island for people who 
live here, and I don't think that's 
the solution., 

Cr. Quintal: "Whilst I agree with 
everything Cr. Blucher has said 
regarding the Absentee Landowners 
Tax Levy, 1 do believe we'd be 
far better to deal with this matter 
in Committee. 

"When the valuator came to the 
Island, he visited my place and 
asked me about values of properties 
on the Island and I said to him that 
with the present immigration law 


whereby a person is not allowed to 
come on the Island - some of the 
absentee landowners would not be 
allowed to come on to the Island 
under the present set-up - and I 
said it was an unjust Ordinance be¬ 
cause if persons are not allowed to 
come and do something about their 
land, what could they do - they'd 
gradually lose the property - then 
if they wanted to sell the property 
who are they goirtg to sell it to. 

"I know of a property just over 
the road here. The owner is not 
allowed to do what they like with m 
it so it’s absolutely valueless in 
my opinion. 

"There's another area up here - 
a 6 acre section that a gentleman 
paid about $15, 000 and he's not 
allowed to build, he's not allowed 
to do a thing to it so what's the 
use of the land and who is he going 
to sell it to. V 

"I told him that 1 thought some 
of the properties on the Island whereby 
persons were trying to make a living 
running cattle --if they could live 
for 2, 000 years they'd get the 
money back on one animal because 
there's very little you can do with 
land here. 

"But I do feel this way that we'd 
be far better to deal with the whole 


matter in Committee." 

Cr. Blucher*. "Thank you Mr. Chair¬ 
man. There seems to be some con¬ 
fusion here. Other Councillors are 
talking about values -1 am talking ■ 
about hereditary rights. 

"My motion does not deal in any 
way with the value of the land, what¬ 
ever it might be. My motion deals 
with the historical hereditary right 
that people who are eligible under 
the Ordinance to be residents of the 
Island and who, for some particular 
reason, can't come back to this Isl¬ 
and at this stage because of whatever 
reason there might be, and they are 
liable for this Ordinance. 

"Now if they are still liable to 
pay this fee, it leaves no alternat¬ 
ive to these people but to put their 
land up for auction. 

"When you have a property that 
is valued at $20, 000 you're up for 
$430-$600 per year rates on that 
land. 

"It will not take many years be¬ 
fore you've eaten up the value of 
the property by the fates that you 
have to pay under this levy. 

"Now what I'm getting at Mr. 
Chairman is that the land that is 
inherited by the people of Norfolk 
Island from their people, and who 
would meet the requirements of 







Immigration Ordinance as amended, 
should not he in die same category 
as a absentee landowner who cannot 
under any circumstances meet the 
requirements of the Immigration 
Ordinance No. 7 1968 - - these are 
the people I'm trying to discrim¬ 
inate for -- these are the people 
I'm trying to protect because once 
you have these people not being 
protected because for some reason 
they have to foe away from the Isl¬ 
and - - now what happens when each 
one of these Councillors had a son 
who grows up, leaves school, will 
have to go to the mainland to leam 
a profession, to learn whatever field 
it might be - he has to put his roots 
down there for a particular reason - 
his father has granted him the land, 
he owns the land - now it means 
that that particular individual, be¬ 
cause of that particular reason he 
is away for, he is liable to pay 
this fee. 

"1 think that's wrong -- it is a 
hereditary right, Mr. Chairman. 

"When you talk about the actual 
values concerned, the very maxi¬ 
mum - not even considering the 
exemptions for whatever specific 
reason there might be - is only a 
matter of $9, 000 odd and I would 
think that under the present Ordin¬ 


ance some of those would be ex¬ 
empted anyway. 

"So the question I'm leading to 
is that we are not losing that much 
in revenue by exempting these 
hereditary right owners of land from 
this Ordinance." 

Chairman: "Thank you. Gentle¬ 
men would it be way out of deal¬ 
ing with this matter that everybody 
is seized about to have it referred 
to a closed session of Council?" 

I COUNCILLOR BLUCHER had one 
I more go. He asked that bills for 
| the new tax be held in suspense, 

| at least for the moment:. 

Cr. Blucher; "Mr. Chairman, if I 
might move another motion which is 
not a direct negative, or whatever 
you might like to call it, to the pre¬ 
vious resolution and that is that the 
Administrator be requested to with¬ 
hold all accounts for payment of 
Absentee Landowners Levy until such 
time as the Council can come for¬ 
ward with a proper recommendation 
to Council on the Ordinance. 

“In other words. I'm asking the 
Administrator to withhold sending 
the accounts to these people until 
Council can come up with the 
correct recommendation to Coun¬ 
cil with their amendments. " 


I THE NEW ADMINISTRATOR, Mr. 

I D.V.O'Leary, was gentle and 
| courteous, to a fault. But the 
| deed has been done: the tax is 
| the law, and bills have already 
| gone into the mail. Dars et; 

Chairman; "1 think that this is 
impossible but I'll ask the Legal 
Adviser to comment on this 
suggestion." 

Legal Adviser: "I have the Ord¬ 
inance in front of me. Mr. Chair¬ 
man, but I don't think it is possible 
now, and practically 1 think that 
they have been sent out. " 

Cr. McIntyre-. "Mr. Chairman, I 
think this is another case where your 
own situation is governed by law 
and you are charged by that Ordin¬ 
ance with the duty of administer¬ 
ing the thing as it stands, notwith¬ 
standing where this Council and 
your sympathies may lie. " 

Chairman: "Yes -- as I understand 
it, I signed this document shortly 
after arriving here, fixing the date 
and fixing the levy, and 1 think 
there is no question of counteract¬ 
ing that — I have carried out the 
law and, even if Council unanimous¬ 
ly said that you supported the sugges¬ 
tion of Cr. Blucher, I think that of 
itself would not be sufficient. ” 


n^xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxvvxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxnxxxx 

X RAIN \ 

12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS ~~ 

EOF NORFOLK'S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... 

Luncheon in the Garrison Courtyard 

iTMnCD tuc CDDCAT-UMn AVfirinn TD cr ' 



UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE 

COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS 
AND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEALAND STEAK,; ; 
GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN’. 


wIs of crisp tossed salad...hot, crusty French bread & butter 


- $ 

NE1 X 

I 

NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT X 
IN THE EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri. and Sat.; please book-2073 O 

^XXXXXXXX\XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX\XXX\XX^X^N>>XXSN>X 


Children's portions available 


G the . 

arrison 
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THE PRIZE-WINNERS IN THE 1976 SHOW 


GARDEN COMPETITION 

BEST HOTEL OR ACCOMMODATION 
HOUSE Flower Garden: Hillcrest 
Hotel lj Dolphin Inn 2. 

BEST NEWLY ESTABLISHED Flower 
Garden: Hazel Martin 1; Mr. & Mrs. 
Eastgate (Footes) 2. 

BEST SMALL Flower Garden: Jim 
Eades 1; Sally Kadesh 2. 

BEST LARGE Flower Garden: Naomi 
Christian 1; Martin Brown (Footes) 2. 
BEST BANANA PLANTATION: Jim 
Eades 1; Tom Elliot 2. 

BEST ORCHARD: Vera Hunt 1; 

J. Smith 2. 

BEST VEGETABLE Garden: W.W. 
Sanders 1; Louis Evans (Dune. Bay) 2. 
BEST COMBINED Garden & Orchard: 
Naomi Christian 1; Vanessa Cooper 2. 
BEST ROCK Garden: Martin Brown 
(Footes) 1; Vanessa Cooper 2. 

MOST OUTSTANDING Garden: 

Naomi Christian 1; Tom Elliot 2. 
JUNIOR COMPETITION - BEST 
VEGETABLE Garden: Peter Quintal 1; 
Vanessa Cooper 2. 

SECTION 1 - VEGETABLES 

BEST 12 PODS - Broad Beans: Alice 


Howard 1; Enid Plant 2. 

BEST 12 PODS - Green Beans (Dwarf 
or Climbing): L. Berriman 1; 

E Knapton 2. 

BEST THREE BEETROOT (Globe); 

W.W. Sanders 1; Micheal Nobbs 2; 
W.W. Sanders 3. 

BEST HEAD OF CABBAGE (Conical): 
Leon Evans 1; Leon Evans 2. 

BEST HEAD OF CABBAGE (Drumhead): 
Greg Quintal 1; Mary Selby 2; Mark 
Prechelt 3. 

BEST THREE CARROTS (Long Red): 

Eric Adams 1; W.W. Sanders 2. 

BEST THREE CARROTS (Shorthorn): 
W.W. Sanders 1; W.W. Sanders 2. 
BEST HEAD OF CAULIFLOWER: 

J. & T. Yager 1; Marie Freshwater 2. 
BEST HEAD OF CELERY; W.W. San¬ 
ders 1; Eric Adams 2. 

BEST THREE CHORDS; W. W. San¬ 
ders 1; W.W. Sanders 2. 

BEST 12 PODS - Green Peas: Peter 
Quintal 1; Margaret Buffett 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Herbs; Alice 
Howard 1; W. W. Sanders 2. 

BEST 3 KUMERAS (any variety); 

And re Nobbs 1. 

HEAVIEST KUMERA (any variety): 

Neal Buffett 1; And re Nobbs 2. 

BEST HEAD OF LETTUCE (Oakleaf): 


Leon Evans 1; Philip Evans 2. 

BEST HEAD OF LETTUCE (any var¬ 
iety): Leon Evans 1; Leon Evans 2. 

BEST MARROW; Philip Evans 1; 

Hadyn Evans 2. 

BEST 6 ONIONS (any variety): 

Margaret & Albert Eastgate 1; J. Vin- 
cent 2. (please turn to the next page) 


Top Point-Scores 

VEGETABLES; 

W.W. Sanders 

FRUIT; 

Paulette Eastwood 

FARM PRODUCE: 

Neal Buffett 

COOKING: 

Ngaire Douran 

PRESERVES; 

Ngaire Douran 

POTTED PLANTS: 

Beryl Evans 

CUT FLOWERS: 

Gwen Stanton 

FLORAL ART; 

Coral Vercoe 

NEEDLEWORK: 

M. Clapp 

HANDICRAFTS; 

Lynn Berriman 

SOUVENIRS & ART; 

Margaret Smith 

PHOTOGRAPHY; 

Joyce Dyer 

DAIRY/BEEF/ 

CALVES/PIGS; 

W.W. Sanders 

POULTRY: 

Hayden Evans & 
Gary Bigg 

EQUESTRIAN - 
Adults/Ladies: 

J-Wiltshier 

Gents; 

B. Chris tjan- 

Childrens: 

Bailey 

Donna Wood 


AN ALL-TIME RECORD CROWD? NOBODY KNOWS. 1, 064 ADULTS PAID THEIR 
WAY IN BUT KIDS WERE ADMITTED FREE. RAWSON HALL WAS CHOCK-A-BLOCK. 
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THE PRIZE-WINNERS IN THE 1976 SHOW 


BEST 3 PARSNIPS; W. W. Sanders I; 
W.W, Sanders 2. 

BEST 3 POTATOES (any variety): 
D.C.D. Buffett 1; Eric Adams 2. 
BEST TABLE PUMPKIN; Steven 
Goudie 1; W. W. Sanders 2. 

LARGEST PUMPKIN; Hadyn Evans 1; 
Philip Evans 2. 

BEST 3 RADISHES (any variety): 

Peter Quintal 1; J. Vincent 2. 

BEST HEAD OF SILVERBEET; 

W.W. Sanders 1; W.W. Sanders 2. 
BEST HEAD OF SPINACH; Hadyn 
Evans 1; Philip Evans 2. 

BEST LAND TARO; Leon Evans 1; 
W.W^. Sanders 2. 

BEST 3 TOMATOES (Ripe): Enid 
Plant 1; David South 2. 

BEST THREE TURNIPS Swede (for 
table! use): W.W. Sanders 1; W.W. 
Sanders 2. 

BEST THREE TURNIPS (any other 
variety): W.W. Sanders 1; Philip 
Evans 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Potatoes 
(3 of each variety): Hadyn Evans 1 ; 
Philip Evans 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Pumpkins 
(one of each variety): W.W. San¬ 
ders 1; Lou Evans 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Six Tom¬ 
atoes: Enid Plant 1. 


BEST COLLECTION of Vegetables 
(one of each kind): W. W. Sanders 
1 (most outstanding); Lou Evans 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Vegetables 
by School Chi Id (one of each kind): 
Mark Prechelt 1; Hadyn Evans 2. 
SECTION 2 - FRUIT 

BEST BUNCH of Bananas (Cavendish): 
Jim Eades 1; Neal Buffett 2. 

BEST BUNCH of Bananas (Sydney): 
Micheal Nobbs 1. 

BEST THREE GRAPEFRUIT (imported 
variety): John Ryves 1. 

BEST THREE GRAPEFRUIT (Norfolk 
Island): Paulette Eastwood 1. 

BEST FIVE LEMONS (Norfolk Island): 
P.J. Summerscales 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 
BEST FIVE LEMONS (smooth skin): 
W.W. Sanders 1; P.J. Summerscales 2. 
BEST TWO DOZEN MULBERRIES; 

Jason Richards 1; M. Clapp 2. 

BEST FIVE ORANGES (Norfolk Island): 
P. Eastwood 1; P. Eastwood 2. 

BEST FIVE ORANGES (Valencia): 

John Ryves 1; J. Ryves 2 
BEST SIX PASSIONFRUIT (Hawaiin 
Green): Andre Nobbs 1; Micheal 
Nobbs 2. 

BEST SIX PASSIONFRUIT (Hawaiin 
Ripe): Andre Nobbs 1; J. & T. Yager 2. 


BEST PAWPAW (Green): E.M. Burrell 
1; D. C. D. Buffett 2 
BEST PAWPAW (Ripe): Philip Evans I; 
Jim Eades 2. 

BEST THREE PINEAPPLES; J. Ryves 1. 
BEST BUNDLE OF RHUBARB; Bill 
Sanders 1; Gwen Stanton 2. 

BEST 2 DZ. STRAWBERRIES; Leslie 
Wakefield 1; Pat Smith 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Fruit & Nuts 
(Not more than 3 of each kind): 

P. Eastwood 1; P Eastwood 2. 

SECTION 3 - FARM PRODUCE 

BEST 6 DUCK EGGS (fresh): Enid 
Plant 1. 

BEST 6 HEN EGGS (fresh): Anthony 
Bigg 1; Leslie Wakefield 2 
BEST 6 WHITE CARROTS; Neal 
Buffett 1; Neal Buffett 2 . 

BEST 3 LARGEST TURNIPS (Swede): 
W.W. Sanders 1; J. Vincent2. 

BEST BUNDLE OF LUCERNE: 

Hadyn Evans 1. 

BEST 6 COBBS MAIZE (ripe white): 
Hadyn Evans 1. 

BEST 6 COBBS MAIZE (ripe yellow): 
Neal Buffett 1. 

BEST SHEAF OF OATS; Hadyn Evans 



‘ELVA’S’ 



I S LAN D - OWNED 


Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 


Mon.. Tues.. Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

Thursday our special "Baked Dinner Island"Style" 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for fo 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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BEST SIDE OF Home Smoked Bacon: 
W.W. Sanders 1. 

BEST COLLECTION OF Farm Produce; 
W. W. Sanders 1; Hadyn Evans 2. 

SECTION 4 - COOKING 

BEST HOME MADE BREAD (White): 

J. Ryves 1- Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST HOME MADE BREAD (Whole¬ 
meal): Elaine Lenthall 1; J. Ryves 2. 
BEST HOME MADE BREAD (Com): 
Ngaire Douran 1. 

BEST SODA LOAF: Ngaire Douran 1; 
Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST 6 BREAD ROLLS; J. Ryves 1; 
Elaine Lenthall 2. 

BEST OLD-FASHIONED DAMPER 
LOAF (White or Brown): M. Fresh¬ 
water 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST 6 CURRANT BUNS; M. Fresh¬ 
water 1; Mary Christian-Bailey 2. 

BEST 6 HOME MADE SCONES; 

Peggy Dale 1; Mary Christian-Bailey 2. 
BEST 6 MEPINGUES; M. Freshwater 1; 
Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST 6 PIKELETS; Jill Karl 1; 

M. Freshwater 2. 

BEST 6 ROCK CAKES; Mary Chris- 
tian-Bailey 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 


BEST BANANA CAKE; M. Clapp 1; 

M. Freshwater 2. 

BEST BLOCK ORANGE CAKE (no 
icing): Mary Selby 1; M. Freshwater 
2 . 

BEST BUTTER SPONGE CAKE: 

M. Freshwater 1; Mary Selby 2. 

BEST BLOCK CHOCOLATE CAKE 
(no icing): M. Freshwater 1; Ngaire 
Douran 2. 

BEST RAINBOW CAKE: M. Fresh¬ 
water 1; Mary Selby 2. 

BEST SPONGE ROLL: Mary Spreag 
1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST SPONGE SANDWICH (any fill¬ 
ing- no icing): M. Freshwater 1; 
Jessie Gordon 2. 

BEST 12 LEMON TARTS; M. Fresh¬ 
water 1; Nga ireDouran 2. 

BEST COCONUT PIE: Mary Selby 1; 
Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST COCONUT CUSTARD PIE: 

Mary Selby 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST CREAM PIE; Ngaire Douran 1; 
Beryl Evans 2. 

B EST LEMON PIE (without meringue 
- using Island recipe with condensed 
milk): Ngaite Douran 1; Mai Nobbs 2. 
BEST LEMON PIE (any recipe): 

M. Clapp 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 


BEST PUMPKIN PIE; M. Clapp 1; 
Ngaire-Douran 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Biscuits (one 
of each): M. Freshwater 1; Peggy 
Dale 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Small Cakes 
(one of each decorated): Ngaire 
Douran 1; M. Freshwater 2. 

BEST SCHOOL LUNCH: M. Fresh¬ 
water 1; N. Douran 2. 

BEST ROAST CHICKEN; Ngarie 
Douran 1; M. Freshwater 2. 

BEST ROAST DUCK; M. Freshwater 1; 
Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST ROAST TRUMPETER: Ngaire 
Douran 1; M. Clapp 2. 

BEST FRUIT CAKE; M. Freshwater 1; 
Mary Selby 2. 

BEST PLUM PUDDING: Ngaire Dour¬ 
an 1; Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST ICED Decorated Cake: Ngaire 
Douran, Pat Smith 2. 

BEST ICED Novelty Cake; Ngaire 
Douran. 

BEST COLLECTION of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Cookery to include Kumera, 
Banana Pilhis, Anna, Mudda, Corn 
Bread and Baked Corn: Ngaire Dour¬ 
an 1. 

(please turn to the next page) 




THE PRIZE-WINNERS IN THE 1976 SHOW 


SECTION 5 - PRESERVES 

BEST JAR of Fig lam: Margaret 
Buffett 1. 

BEST JAR of Yellow Guava Jam: 

M. Clapp 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST JAR of Yellow Guava Jelly: 

Marie Freshwater 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 
BEST JAR of Red Guava Jelly: Ngaire 
Douran 1; Ngarie Douran 2. 

BEST JAR of Lemon Butter; Ngaire 
Douran 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST JAR of Marmalade: Ailsa Hun¬ 
ter 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST Candied Lemon Peel: M. Clapp 

1 . 

BEST Candied Orange Peel: 

M. Clapp lj M. Clapp 2. 

BEST JAR of Pickled Onions: Ngaire 
Douran 1. 

BEST JAR of Preserved Tomatoes: 

Ngarie Douran 1; Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST JAR of Chutney: Yvon Douran 1; 
Yvoft Douran 2. 

BEST JAR of Pickles - Mixed - Mus¬ 
tard: M. Clapp 1. 

_ BEST JAR of Pickles - Mixed - Vine¬ 
gar; J. Vincent 1. 

BEST BOTTLE of Tomato Sauce: 

Julie South 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Jams; Ngaire 
Douran 1, 

•*-*BEST COLLECTION of Preserved 
Fruit; Ngaire Douran. 

SECTION 6 - POTTED PLANTS 

BEST AFRICAN VIOLET (Single): 

M. Clapp 1; Cberie Kamilton-Irvine 2. 
BEST AFRICAN VIOLET (Double): 

N. Summerscales; Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST ANTHURIUM; Hazel Martin 1; 
Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST BEGONIA (Fibrous): Beryl 
Evans 1. 

BEST BEGONIA (Rex): E. Knapton 1; 

Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST COLEUS; Margaret & Albert 
Eastgate 1. 

BEST FERN - Maidenhair: Margaret 
& Albert Eastgate 1; Catherine 
O'Sullivan 2. 

BEST FERN (any other variety): 

Peggy Dale 1; E. Knapton 2. 

BEST HANGING BASKET of Ferns; 

Lotna Richardson 1; Jan Pearson 2. 

BEST HANGING BASKETof Flower¬ 
ing or Foliage Plants: Margaret & 

Albert Eaatgate 1. 

BEST FLOWERING PLANT (in bloom): 
Hazel Martin 1; Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST PALM; Beryl Evans 1, Beryl 
Evans 2. 

BEST POTTED PLANT (flowering, 
foliage or fern): Jill KarJ 1; D. Per- 
eival2. 


BEST COLLECTION of African Violets; 
N. Summerscales 1; Beryl Evans 2. 
BEST COLLECTION of Coleus; 
Margaret & Albert Eastgate 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Flowering 
Plants: P. Eastwood 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Potted Plants 
(not more than 12): P. Eastwood 1; 
Evelyn Hobbins 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Native Norfolk 
Island Potted Plants (not more than 12): 
Beryl Evans 1. 

BEST ORCHID (in bloom): D. Green- 
ham 1; D. Greenham 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Cymbidiums: 

E.M. Burrell 1; D. Greenham 2. 

SECTION 7 - CUT FLOWERS 


BEST FUSCHIA; Gwen Stanton 1; 
Leslie Wakefield 2. 

GERBERA (single): Beryl Evans 1; 
Leslie Wakefield 2. 

BEST GERBERA (double): E. Startir. 
Field 1; Leslie Wakefield 2. 

BEST GLADIOLUS; Mrs. Harry Nobbs 
1; Beryl Evans 2. 

BEST HIBISCUS (single): Hooper 1, 
Ngaire Douran 2. 

BEST HIBISCUS (double): Ngaire 
Douran 1. 

BEST LARKSPUR; Beryl Evans 1. 
BEST "MATCH ME” LEAF; Ruth 
Buffett 1; Ruth Buffett 2. 

BEST ORCHID - Cymbidium; Kim 
Partridge 1; D. Greenham 2. 

BEST ROSE; Gwen Stanton 1; Jill 
Karl 2. 


BEST 12 ACALYPA.LEAVES; Beryl 
Evans 1; L. Berriman2. 

BEST ANTIRRHIUM; Margaret Buffett 
1; P. Eastwood 2. 

BEST CARNATION (fringed edge): 
Gwen Stanton 1; Jim Eades 2. 

BEST CARNATION (plain edge): 

Jim Eades 1. 

BEST GERANIUM (single): Gwen Stan¬ 
ton 1; Kathy Macrae 2. 

BEST GERANIUM (double): Margaret 
Buffett 1; Gwen Stanton 2. 



BEST SWEET PEA; Mrs. Harry 
Nobbs 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Antirrhinums: 
Jim Eades 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Carnations: 
Gwen Stanton 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Geraniums 
(any variety): Gwen Stanton 1; 

K. Macrae 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Gerberas 
(single): E. A. Startin-Field 1; 

Leslie Wakefield 2. 

(Results continue on page 33) 


Point'n Shoot/ 
Only by Vivitar. 


FROM $35.95 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point'n Shoot camera. 


MTTXOIV^ NORFOLK’S COMPLETE 
A 1 j 1DUTY FREE CENTRE 
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ISLAND 
HANDBOOK 


for NOVEMBER 


► what’s on ► opening & closing times 

►where to find it ► airline schedules 

► best shopping ► radio programmes 

► Norfolk calendar ►shipping information 

►tides-sun-moon ►Island map 

mcm 

...and the NORFOLK 
WORD 

■SB 

S 


jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic 


Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



CASA KUI 


PROP. META KIENHUIZE 


Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



© COPYRIGHT 1975 by The Norfolk Island News 


IT'S A PLEA SURE TO WELCOME YOU TO, 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -“ International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

^ NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 

All roads lead to the complete holiday aini-aart — 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


HDCII 7 r»AVC 7 Qfl «« +« 0 __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UTLN f UAlw I *0U aw 10 a pB only from 9 am to 7 prti — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-haked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-seint^ itettfs 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream...imported cheeses...lollipops...magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers:... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games... artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, titty h late* 
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NORFOLK iRADER 
























] PATON PLACE 
' may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD 1 IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFpICE; Open from 8. 00am 
to 11.30am and again from 12.15 
to 4. 00pm Monday through Thurs¬ 
day; on Friday, 9. 00am to 12. 30 
and from 1.15 to 5. 00pm 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-6.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5£ a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and,l-4pm Mpn-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR: (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2 091 or 2 092. $ 

DENTIST : (also at N.I; Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY: Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
iO-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
geherilly 9arri -12,30.' *hd£pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ ; Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9*12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service iast Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman, " y 


SEVENTH -DA Y AD VENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 



elegant norfolk island hahdcrafts 


NORFOLK ISLAND P AI NT I NGS. . . W E A VI NGS. .. LO VE'L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS,..AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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People who wear an Omega know why. 



MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can’t hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



Norfolk Island 


1 Rise 5.25, set 6.38 
H0323 L0944 
H1555 L2215 
•Housie(LC) . 
•Film(NIk) 
•Sm'b'<j(SP) 


2 Rise 5.24, set 6. 
H0426 L1039 
H1657 L2307 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

• C'tn'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) - 


3 Rise 5.24, set 6. 
H0529 L1131 
H1757 L2356 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open nlght(Nlk) 

• Council meeting(A2. oc 
•School sailing (EBlpm) 


7 Rise 5.21, set 6.43 
L0210 H0844 
L1434 H2100 
• Church services 
• Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 
vu 1/ 


8 Rise 5.21, set 6.44 
L0248 H0921 
1,1511 H2137 
•Housie(LC) 
•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 


9 Rise 5.20, set 6.45 
L0325 H0957 
L1547 H2216 
•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) VV 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•C'm’dants Dinner 


«| A Rise s - 19i set 6.45 
I U L0400 H1033 V 
L1623 H2250 1 

• Film, sm’b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 

•School sailing (EBlpm) 


rf] JR Rise 5.17, set 6.49 
|| ^0»HOO53 L0649 
H1315 L1922 
•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 


H C Rise 5.16, set 6.50 
I WH0140 L0744 


•Housie (LC) . 
•Film (Nik) ft 

• Sm'b'd (SP) 


nf Rise 5.16, set 6.61 
I ©H0229 L0841 
H1451 L2115 

•FiIms(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

•C'm’dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


•4 T Rise 5.15, set 6. ; 
I i H0324 L0938 
H1646 L2211 
•Film, $m'b‘d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

•School sailing (EBlpm) 


Jfl Rise 5.14, set 6.54 
II L0059 H0737 
L1331 H1957 

• Church services 
•Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30p) 


f Rise firl3. set 6. 55 
■ L0157 H0833 
L1426H2052 


•Housie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd(SP) 


^ Rlse 5 - 13 > set 6 - 56 
O L0249 H0926 
L1519 H2145 
•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 

• C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


0>| Ris e 5.13, set 6 . 
L0340 H1016 
L1610 H2236 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

•School sailing (EBlpm) 
Holiday 

THANKSGIVING 

DAY 


(£5) Rise 5.12, set 7. 00 
,£,© H0108 L0715 

H1326 L1962 ft 
• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 


|Rise 5.11, set 7.01 
FH0200 L0814 
H1427 L2 049 


Rise 5.11, set 7. 
OU H0253 L0912 
H1520 L2143 

• Films(Pds& LC) 

• Darts(RSL) ft 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 



CALENDAR s* 


THU 

4 Rise 5.23, set 6.41 
H0628 L1221 
H1851 

•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RS-L8. OOp) 
•Rotary (Mk6.30p) 


*RI 

6 Rise 5.23, set 6.41 
L0043 H0719 
L1308 H1939 
• Film (RSL 8p.) A 
•Open Night (Pds) 


bAT 

6 Rise 5.22, set 6.42 
L0128 H 0804 
L1363 H2021 
• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•School sailing (EB2pm) 



key 


- Silnrise 

- Sunset 

- High tide 

- Low tide 

- a, m. 

- p. m. 


Rise 5.19, set 6.46 
I | L0437 Hllll 
L1701 H2329 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Rotary (Nlk6.30p) 


12 


Rise 5.18. set 
L0516 H1150 
L1742 


• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open night(Pds) 


6.47 


18 


Rise 5.15, set 6. 52 
H0425 LI036 
H1648 L2307 


19 


Rise 5.15, set 
H0631 L1135 
H1754 


6.53 


•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary(Nlk6. 30p) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open nlght(Pdi) 


25 


Rise 5.12, set 6.58 
L0430 H1106 
L1702 H2326 


26 


Rise 5.12, set 6.58 
L0521 H1156 . 

L1756 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary (Nlk6.30p) 


☆ 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


13 


Rise 5.18, set 6.48 
H0010 L0559 
H1231 L1829 


• SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 
•School sailing (EB2pm) 


Rise 5.14, set 6.54 
L0005 H0637 
L1234 H1858 

• SDA service 

• Housie (RSL8. OOp) 

•School sailing (EB2pm) 
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Rise 5.12, set 
H0017 L0616 
H1246 L1853 


6.59 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8.' OOp) 
•School sailing (EB2pm) 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administtation 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 
BC - Bowling Club 
BCP - ^’Centennial 
BH - Branka House , 

C - Catholic Church 
CE - All Saints 
EB - Emily Bay 
G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 
H - Hospital 
KO - Kingston Oval 
Lib . Library 
LC - Leagues Club 
LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 
M - Museum Building 
MC - Methodist Church 
Nik - Norfolk Hotel 
Pds - Paradise 
PH - Pitcairners Hall 
RH - Rawson Hall 
RSL -R.S.L. Club 
Scl - N.I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chap*J 
SW - Simons Water 
VV - Valley View 
YC - Youth Centre 




HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN NOVEMBER 


November 1, 1914 : Parliamentary visit reports that with 
Norfolk under Commonwealth control, the average land 
price has risen from £3 per acre to £5 per acre. 

November 9, 1793: Lt. King notes that Norfolk Island 
should be transferred to New Zealand. 

November 25, 1890: Missionary ship "Pitcairn" arrived at 
Pitcairn Island, and Seventh Day Adventist church organised. 


November 28, 1838 : Pitcairn became a Crown Colony, 
Edward Quintal becoming its First Magistrate. 

November is a month of important dates in the life of 
George Hunn Nobbs. On November 15, 1828, he "came 
ashore, to reside" on Pitcairn. On November 30, 1852, 
he was ordained in England as minister of Pitcairn; and 
on November 5, 1884, he died on Norfolk. 



Minolta 

available at B.J.'s / Burns Phllp / Barrett's / Seiko Shop 
distributors: Camerallnes 












BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Proud's; "Omega watches". 
Cameralines; "We are discounting 
on the Minolta Autopak-8 D movie 
cameras -- the 8D4, for example, 
was $125 and is now $84." 

Miltons ; "Cabin brand fully auto¬ 
matic 35mm slide projectors for 
only $69.95. 

"We have also reduced the price 
on Seiko watches by 20<7c, and have 
the Island's biggest range of them." 
Four Corners; "A new shipment of 
battery-operated and other toys, 
at prices so low that It makes 
sense to do Christmas shopping now” 


The Milk Bar ; "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four even¬ 
ings a week, planes permitting. ” 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ” 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
International Duty-Free; "Byron 
electronic gas lighters from $7.35 
to $15. 96, about 1/3 mainland price” 
Hibiscus Radio; "All the Sony range 
is good buying; latest is the TCI50 
recorder, using standard cassettes 
but the size of a paperback book." 
The Norfolk Trader; "Beautiful 
figurines, over two feet tall, made 
in West Germany, from only $25." 
Kamak Trading : "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have Just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75." 


mcm 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

msm 

s 

ACROSS 

1. Flash 
4. Grow 


6. Beach 5.3. 

9. Bird 

10. He cut out 

oranges 

11. Aspect 

12. Corresponded 

14. Flowed 

15. Usual 

18. That's it’, on 
Norfolk 

19. Vegetable 


TOWN 

2. “Enclosure 

3. Administration 

Area 

4. Of any kind 

5. Fresh start 

6. Protected 

7. Covered 

8. Mythical beast 
13. Ship's whistle 

16. Month 

17. You and me 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
gnps, 1st day 
covers 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESbfe'S STORE - Hospital CorneT 


Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back Issues of the Norfolk Island News 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..." on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points; 

•When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past th<* reef. 
Spear guns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet”. If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to; get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 
AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N. Z. $A16 a year/U. K. $A24 


*P.O. Box 235, Norfolk Island 

ideally situated - easy walk to the 

centre of town - convenient if you 

don't wish to hire a car. 

Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 

$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1976 
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FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK’S 
REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 


THA^CORRECT gentleman>fcknd 
one<» the greatest men trirea history. 
Captain James Cook,,discovered 
Norfolk Island In 1774, He spent 
only 4 >art»f a day fere but was 
anchor^ offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of. them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians, Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 
Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidfy King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H.M.S. "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. „ 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for. many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved-to Tasmania. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian*build- 
ings were erected. It also wks a 
time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here. Nor-- 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct and 
separate settlement" in the British 
Empire. 


The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this, Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island's history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian High Court ruled that 
the Island is legally part of the Com¬ 


monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island, 
arid has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1975 the Australian Government 
concluded that Norfolk's administra¬ 
tive set-up bad become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com¬ 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. As a result a new, fifth 
era may soon begin on Norfolk. 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 
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Welcomed! 
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PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 


(Norfcltt Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

/] ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 
//pkPROUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 

1/ Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 

^jj^ROUDS 

DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS spec 
rv^ 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 






COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


THE EQUIPMENT, GOODS AND SUPPLIES THAT NORFOLK 
NEEDS TO SUSTAIN ITS TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE 
ARRIVE SAFE, SOUND AND AT LEAST EXPENSE BY SEA 
-- WITH THE AID OF THESE PEOPLE.AND FORCES: 

NORFOLK LIGHTERAGE WORKERS. STEVE- 
DORS AND TALLY CLERKS , WHO PERFORM 
A TREMENDOUS SERVICE TO THE ISLAND 

NORFOLK IMPORTERS LARGE A ND SMA LL, • ' ' 

WHO PAY FOR THE OPERATION OF THE 
SERVICE 

THE SHIP'S CREW. WHOSE CARE ABOUT 
CARGO HAS A LOT TO DO WITH A SUC¬ 
CESSFUL VOYAGE 

NORFOLK RESIDENTS AND TOURISTS . 

WHOSE PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING 
ARE IMPORTANT 

PORT OPERATIONS IN SYDNEY AND AUCK¬ 
LAND, WHICH ARE BEYOND YOUR CONTROL 
OR OURS 

AND THE WEA THER, WHICH ALWAYS PLAYS 
AN UNPREDICTABLE ROLE. 

AS THE LEADING SHIPPING LINE SERVING THE ISLAND. 
WE ARE GLAD TO PLAY OUR PART, AND TO EXPRESS 
OUR APPRECIATION TO THE MANY OTHERS WHO ARE 
ON "THE NORFOLK SHIPPING TEAM" WITH US. 


CCC'i AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCCs agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC's agents in 

in Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/h, Phone 27.1671 




NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Light Music/Pop 

8.30 Country & Western 
9.00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10. 30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 Book Club Series 
12.05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour- 


8. 00 Feature artist- 
Louis Armstrong 


World News 7.30, 
Local News 7.40, 

8.30 Bruce's Beat 
9. 00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 


9.15 Education Prog. 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs 
Program 

1.15 S.D. A. program 


8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 
8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 

4-6.30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.16 Comedy Show 

10.05 The Satchmo Story 
- Louis Armstrong 
10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits from 
Germany 

12.06 Sclence//Sports 
1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 
7.00 Evening of Fine 
Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 
10.16 Close 


2.30, 3, 3.30 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 
11.00 Top of Pops/ 
Requests 

12. 00 Local News 
1. 00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 
6.05 Simon & G'f'nkle 

6.30 Comedy 
7.00 Rowdy’s Roundup of 
Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 
8. 00 Drama 
9.00 Variety Show 
10.00 Close 
SUNDAY 

7.00 Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children's 


Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 
10.00 Close 


FLIGHTS 


RE-CONFIRM 
24 HRS AHEAD 

• 

CHECK WITH THE 
AIRJ !IJ5 FOR DE- 
LAio OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
QANTAS 2196 
AIR NZ 2195 
N.I.A. 2328 


SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

QANTAS AIRLINES 

Arr. Pep. 
Wednesday 12.45 1.45 

Saturday 12.45 1.45 

Sunday 3.15 4.16 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 
,, J all 

Wednesday A 

F ” da y 11.00 

Saturday 

Sunday ^ 


BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 
NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Pep. Arr. 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2.30* 

Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 8.30 5.15 

Saturday , 8.30 5.30* 

Sunday 8.30* 5.15 

Indicates call at Lord Howe Is. 


r.harfpr* f Unfits UTA FOKKERS; Fri 5/ll at4.16pm; Sat. 20/11 at 10.45am; Fri. 26/11 
wiiui 101 syii at 4.15pm - all depart Sunday 5.15 

[from Noumea 


SHIPPING 

COMPAGNIE des CHARGEURS CAL- 
EDON1ENS operates Norfolk’s only 
ocean freight serv.ce from Sydney, 
using the vessel M. S. Aidan. 

Subject to possible port tie-ups 
which seem to plague Sydney, the 
next voyage should leave there on 
Friday November 12 and arrive 
here about the 17th. 

C.C.C. also operate the Aidan 
from New Zealand, with the next 
arrival around November 23rd. 

The service is normally once 
each four weeks. 

Norfolk agents are South Pacific 
Shipping and Travel Service, which 
has its own office opposite the Bank 


of N. S. W. in Burnt Pine - - phone 
2131 or 2 i 08. In Sydney, agents 
are Hetherington Kingsbury, 37 
Pitt St., phone 27.1671; in Auck¬ 
land, Maritime Services Ltd., 14 
-18 Customs St., phone 75509. 
SOFRANE-UN1LINES operates a ser¬ 
vice from Auckland and Tauranga, 
N. Z. approximately four-weekly. 
While the "Capitaine Cook" is in 
drydock at Hong Kong the M. V. 
"Oriental Surveyor" will carry on 
the service and is scheduled to 
arrive next on November 9th. The 
"Cook" should be back in time for 
the early December trip. Agents: 
Norfolk Transport Services. 2181. 


The line has its own office at 42 
Customs St., Auckland, phone 
73279. 

MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
charter to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo¬ 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES; 

From Australia $74.13 per cubic 
metre, $79.20 per tonne; refrigera¬ 
ted, $94.72 pet cubic metre. 

From New Zealand $NZ55. 56 
per cubic metre, $NZ74.72 if re¬ 
frigerated. 
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Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 



Changing the world's 
standaraof accuracy 


TheSeikoQuartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 
accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


SEIKO: 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





SECTION 8 - FLORAL ART 


MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement 
(any container): Vera Hunt 1; 

Mudgi Guile 2. 

MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement in 
a Bottle: Norma Inglis 1; C.Vercoe 2. 
MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement inside 
a Bottle: Norma Inglis 1; Norma 
Inglis 2. 

MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement 
Dried Seeds and Dried Flowers; 

C. Vercoe 1; Vera Hunt 2. 

MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement Fea¬ 
turing Driftwood: C. Vercoe 1; 

Jill Karl 2. 

MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement 
Foliage Only (any container); 

Marie Freshwater 1; Norma Inglis 2. 
MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement Not 
More Than Six Inches High: 

C. Vercoe; Mary Christian-Bailey. 
MOST ARTISTIC Arrangement Using 
Only Five Blooms-. C. Vercoe 1; 

C. Vercoe 2. 

MOST ARTISTICALLY Arranged 
Bowl of Flowers Exhibited by a Per¬ 
son Who Has Not Won First Prize 
in a Similar Class: Jan Reeves 1; 

S. Kadesh 2. 

MOST ARTISTICALLY arranged 
vase of Flowers: L. Thoroughgood 1; 
Marie Freshwater. 

MOST ARTISTICALLY arranged 
Bowl of Fruit (foliage and nuts may 
be used): Norma IngUs 1. 

BEST FLORAL CARPET (not less 
than 12" across - flowers only to 


THE PRIZE-WINNERS IN THE 1976 SHOW 


BEST COLLECTION of Gerberas 
(double): Leslie Wakefield 1; Leslie 
Wakefield 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Hibiscus 
(artificial stems permitted); 

Jim Eades 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Hippiastrums; 
Ruth Buffett 1; Noelle Burrell 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Larkspurs; 

P. Eastwood 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Pansies: 

P. Eastwood 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Phlox; 

Beryl Evans 1; Margaret Buffett 2. 
BEST COLLECTION of Roses (one 
of each variety): Vera Hunt 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Stocks; 

Coral Vercoe 1; Jim Eades 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Sweet Peas.- 
Mrs. Harry Nobbs 1. 

BEST COLLECTION,of Orchids; 

E.M. Burrell 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Flowers 
(not more than 2 of each kind and 
colour): Jim Eades 1. 

BEST COLLECTION of Wild Flowers 
& Berries: Denise Boniface 1; 

E. Calder 2. 


be used); Marie Freshwater 1; 

Mrs. G. Quintal 2. 

BEST MINATURE GARDEN (not 
more than 12" wide); L. Thorough- 
good 1; Jan Pearson 2. 

BEST THREE GENTLEMAN'S BUTTON¬ 
HOLES; C. Vercoe 1. 

BEST LADIES' BOUQUET; C, Ver¬ 
coe 1; Mary Jo Nobbs 2. 

BEST LADIES' SHOULDER SPRAY; 

C. Vercoe 1. 

BEST BRIDAL FLOWERS; 

(To consist of flowers for bride, 
bridesmaid, flower girl and button¬ 
holes for two gentlemen.) C.Vercoe 1. 


SECTION 9 - NEEDLEWORK 

f£ST BABY’S BIB OR FEEDER 
(any material); Mrs; Joan Nola 1; 
Mrs. Joan Nola 2. 

PRETTIEST COVERED COATHANGER 
(any material); M. Clapp I; 

Trudy Irvine 2. 

PRETTIEST KETTLEHOLDER 
(any materiaJ&,jMrs. Joan Nola 1 ; 

M. Clapp 2. . 

PRETTIEST TEA' COSY (any mat- 
(please turn to the next page) 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1976 


33 



X 

H 


erial): M. Clapp 1. 

PRETTIEST AraDN (any material): 

Mrs. L. Berriman 1; Ngaire Douran. 
BEST CHILD'S DRESS (any material); 
Marianne Ryan. 1; Marianne Ryan 2 
Marianne Ryan 3. 

BEST CHILD'S SUN SUIT (any mater¬ 
ial): D. Fitzpatrick 1. D. Fitzpatrick 2. 
BEST SMOCKED GARMENT : Victoria 
Hoyte lj Victoria Hoyte 2. 

PRETTIEST CUSHION (any material): 
Leanne Chapman I; Ann Snell 2. 

BEST TABLE CENTRE (embroidered): 
Mary Spreag 1; Hooper 2. 

BEST LADY'S HANDBAG (any mater¬ 
ial): M. Clapp 1;*D. Fitzpatrick 2. 

BEST LADY’ S HAT (any material - 
hat shapes may be used): Enid Plant 1. 
BEST ARTICLE IN TAPESTRY; 

E. Hickey 1. 

BEST PICTURE IN TAPESTRY; Gina 
Allan 1; Leanne Chapman. 

BEST SUPPER CLOTH (hand embroi¬ 
dered 36" or smaller): Hooper 1; M. 
Sandstrom 2. 

BEST SUPPER CLOTH (hand embroi¬ 
dered over 36"); M. Clapp 1. 

BBST BABY'S BONNET & BOOTIES 
(crocheted): Noelle Burrell 1. 

BEST BABY'S BONNET & BOOTIES 
(knitted): M. Clapp 1 ; Margaret 
Buffett 2. 

PRETTIEST PONCHO OR BED JACKET 
(crocheted): Ann Snell 1. 

PRETTIEST PONCHO OR BED JACKET 
(knitted): M. Clapp 1; E. Hickey 2. 
BEST FAIR ISLE GARMENT (knitted); 
Mrs. Joan Nola; Margaret Buffett 2. 
BEST GARMENT Lady's or Girl's 
(crocheted): S. Browne 1; Julie 
South 2. 

BEST GARMENT Lady's or Girl's 
(knitted): Mrs. Joan Nola; Julie 
South 2. 

BEST GARMENT Men or Boys* 

(knitted): Mrs. Joan Nola; Judy 
Boucher 2. 

BEST KNITTED SOCKS; M. Clapp 1; 

M. Clapp 2. 

BEST BABY's SET (crocheted - not 
less than 3 pieces); Noelle Burrell 1; 

Jan Reeves 2. 

BEST BABY'S SET (knitted - not less 
than 3 pieces): Clare Adams 1; 

Clare Adams 2. 

BEST BABY'S SHAWL CAPE OR 
PONCHO (crocheted); Mrs. Joan 
Nola 1; Mrs. L. Berriman 2. 

BEST BABY's SHAWL CAPE OR 
PONCHO (knitted): Clare Adams 1; 

Mrs. L. Berriman 2. 

BEST COLLECTION of Needlework 
to consist of no less than 6 different 
articles which may be examples of 
sewing, embroidery, knitting, cro¬ 
chet, needlecraft: Marianne Ryan 1; 
Julie South 2. 


THE PRIZE- 

SEGTIOlj 10 - HANDICRAFTS 

BEST ARTICLE in Patchwork: D. Fitz¬ 
patrick 1. 

BEST FLOWERS (made from crepe 
paper): Patricia Magri 1; Patricia 
Magri 2. 

BEST SOFT TOY (handmade): Enid 
Plant 1; Alice Newbald 2. 

BEST PIECE OF JEWELLERY (any 
material): Mrs. L. Berriman; Pat 
Smith 2. 

BEST PIECE OF WOODWORK; War¬ 
ner Vincent 1. 

BEST PIECE OF FURNITURE (made of 
local timber): Bill Hart 1; Bill Hart 2. 
BEST HANDWOVEN ARTICLE: 

Mrs. L. Berriman 1, Mrs. L. Berri¬ 
man 2. 

BEST ARTICLE IN MACRAME: 

D. Fitzpatrick 1; Margaret Corby 2. 
BEST HAND MADE ARTICLE (of any 
material or substance) - excluding 
entries eligible for entry in other 
classes w thin this section; 

G. Hitch 1, M. Hitch 2. 

NEATEST HAT (corn husk): 

Mary Jo Nobbs 1. 

NEATEST HAT (moo-oo): Mary Jo 
Nobbs 1, Mary Jo Nobbs 2. 

PRETTIEST NECKLACE (local shells): 
Mary Jo Nobbs 1; E.M. Burrell 2. 

BEST AFGHAN RUG (crocheted): 

Noelle Burrell 1; Mrs. L. Berriman ?.. 
BEST HOOKED WOOL FLOOR RUG: 
Jessie Gordon 1; Victoria Hoyte 2. 

SECTION 11- SOUVENIRS & 
ART 

BEST ISLAND SOUVENIR (woodwork): 
Barbara Goudie 1; Paul Christian 2. 
BEST ISLAND SOUVENIR (any other 
material): Noelle Burrell 1; D, Fitz¬ 
patrick 2. 

BEST DRAWING (pencil, charcoal 
or crayon): Noelle Burrell 1; Noelle 
Burrell 2. 

BEST DRAWING (black and white 
only in ink): Margaret Corby 1. 

BEST PAINTING (water colour of 
Norfolk Island interest): Marg. Smith 
1; Marg. Smith 2. 

BEST PAINTING (in oils of Norfolk 
Island interest); Marg Smith 1; 

Joan Kelly 2. 

BEST PAINTING (any other medium 
of Norfolk Island interest): Margaret 
Corby 1. 

BEST PAINTING (water colour - any 
subject); Marg. Smith 1; Noelle 
Burrell 2. 

BEST PAINTING (in oils - any sub¬ 
ject): R. Campion 1; Betty Laing 2. 
BEST PAINTING (in acrylics -any 
subject): Joan Kelly 1; Sandra Bird2. 
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NORFOLK ISLAND IS UNIQUE - 
THE BIGGEST SMALL ISLAND IN Tte WdRLb- 


WINNERS IN THE 1976 SHOW 


BEST PAINTING (in any other med¬ 
ium): Margaret Corby 1. 

BEST POSTER of Norfolk Island for 
Xpurist Interest: Jill Karl 1. 

SECTION 12 - PHOTOGRAPHY 

BESf! BLACK & WHITE print (any size); 
Paul.Christian 1; Max Hobbins 2. 

BEST COLOUR print:Joyce Dyer 1; 
Jennifer Neave 2. 

BEST COLOUR Transparency (close 
up): Joyce Dyer 1; Joyce Dyer 2. 

BEST COLOUR Transparency (scenic): 
Alan Payne 1; Alan Payne 2. 

; j5EST COLOUR Transparency (open): 
Gwen Plant 1; Joyce Dyer 2. 

BEST THREE Black & White Prints 
of. Norfolk Island Interest: Leigh 
Coles 1; Paul Christian 2- 
BEST THREE COLOUR Photographs 
of Norfolk Island Interest; Joyce 
Dyer 1; Jennifer Neave 2. 

SECTION 13 - SECONDARY 

BEST DRAWING Black & White: 

Kerrie Robertson 1; Mark Kiernan 2; 
Gael Summerscales 3. 

BEST DESIGN OR DRAWING in 
Coloured Pencil or Texta: Gael 
Summerscales 1; Peter Quintal 2; 

Gael Sumrperscales 3. 

■BEST PAINTING: Denise Boniface 1; 
Fiona Adams 2; John Pitcher 3. 

BEST PIECE OF JEWELLERY; Sharon 
Dronfield 1; Patricia Smith 2; 

Robert McCoy 3. 

BEST SMALL CHILD'S GARMENT; 
Julieanne Bunker & Rochelle Richards 
(tie for 1st); Debra Nobbs 2. 

BEST PIECE OF EMBROIDERY; Margot 
Alston 1; Brenda Summerscales 2; 
Janelle Blucher 3. 

BEST GARMENT by 14 & Under: Linda 
Blucher 1; Leanne Boucher 2; Linda 
Snell ,3. 

BEST GARMENT BY 14 Year Old & 

Over: Julieanne Bunker 1* Julieanne 
Bunker 2; Marita Campion 3. 

BEST ARTICLE in. Woodwork: Vance 
Lloyd lj.Mark.Prechelt 2; Micheal 
Nobbs 3. 

BEST ARTICLE in Metalwork: Leon. 
McCowan 1; John Pitcher 2; Leon 
McCowan 3. 

BEST KNITTED OR CROCHETED 
Article: Brenda Summerscales; 
Julieanne Bunker 2; Julieanne Bunker 3. 
BEST PRINTED MATERIAL, lino print, 
screen print, tie dyeing, batik: 

Trudy Irvine 1; Neville Bigg 2. 

BEST CONSTRUCTION in string or 
other media; Denise Burrell 1; 

Clark Saint 2; Sheryl Deadman 3. 

BEST DISPLA Y of Norfolk Island 
Shells, not varnished - max. 12" x 


12"; Robyn Burrell 1; George Par¬ 
sons 2; Clark .Saint 3. 

LARGEST LANTANA STUMP; Brenda 
Summerscales 1-,'Howard Martin 2. 
BEST BUTTER CAKE, no icing: 

Sheryl Deadman 1; Denise Boniface & 
Marita Campion 2; Linda Blucher 3. 
BEST SIX SMALL Plain Cakes, iced: 
Linda Blucher 1; Anne McCoy 2; 


& a dine Butterfield 3. 

EffiST SIX scones; Margot Alston 1; 
Ddnise Boniface 2; Anne McCoy 3. 
BEST SIX Fruit Buns - Yeast; Linda 
Blucher 1. 

BEST SELECTION of Biscuits; Margot 
Alston 1; Linda Blucher 2; Debra 
Nobbs 3. 

(please turn to the next page) 


COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 


THREE COLOUR MOVIES 


AT THE CASCADE ROAD HALL , 
(below the Methodist Church) 


“PEOPLE AND THEIR .HERITAGE’’ 
Norfolk Islanders telling their own History 


“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN” 

A MUST FOR ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 130 PEOPLE. 

THIS PROGRAM IS EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
AND IS SHOWN EARLY IN THE WEEK. 

Information and tickets at. 

HIBISCUS RADIO 

PHONE: 2258 
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flights depart at 
12.15po 
every 
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FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

and 

SIMMY 

to A IJ G K LAND 

whsps connecting 

flights 

are available 

to other N.Z. 

destinations 

and 

Dally DC10 Flights 
to Los Angeles 

with connections 
to LCUON 

consult 
B U R N S 
P HI L P 
TRAVEL 
at Burnt Pine 
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SECTION 13 - PRIMARY 

MOST ATTRACTIVELY copied and 
'illustrated poem: Lisa Woodward 1; 
April Quintal 2; Tracey Yager 3. 

BEST DRAWING, Black & White, of 
Norfolk Interest: Stephen Brown 1; 
Tania Anderson 2; David Macrae 3i 
BEST DRAWING. Black & White, 
any other subject: Tania Anderson 1; 
Diane Richards 2; David Fraser 3. 

BEST DRAWING in Coloured Pencil 
or Texta; April Quintal 1; Zane 
Buffett 2; April Quintal 3. 

UPPER PRIMARY 

BEST PAINTING of Norfolk Island 
Interest: Stephen Brown 1; Diane 
Richards 2; Tracey Yager 3. 

BEST PAINTING, any other subject: 
Michael Smith 1; Stephen Brown 2; 
Tania Anderson 3. 

BEST POSTER of Norfolk Island: 

Diane Richards 1;. Arne Jenkins 2; 

Donna Parsons 3. 

BEST SAND POSY not more than 8"- 
Faye Maree Richards 1 ; Kathleen 
Macrae 2; Sheree Perkins 3. 

BEST MINIATURE GARDEN; Maree 
Perkins 1; Sheree Perkins 2; Cheryl 
Nobbs 3. 

BEST EMBROIDERED ARTICLE: 

Gillian Alston 1; Louise Nobbs 2; 
Felecia Evans 3. 

BEST WALL HANGING: Gillian 
Alston 1; Patricia McCarthy 2; 

Julie Anne Menzies 3. 

BEST FELT ARTICLE; Robyn Burrell 1; 
Patricia McCarthy 2; Sue Boucher 3. 
BEST PIECE OF CROSS-STITCH; 

Louise Nobbs, Felicia Evans equal 1st. 
BEST CUSHION; Lynette Sheridan 1; 
Trudy Irvine 2; Christine Barker 3. 

BEST TABLE MAT; Lynette Sheri¬ 
dan 1; Fiona Anderson 2; Sue Boucher 
3. 

BEST MODEL, Papier Mache, Poly¬ 
styrene, Cardboard etc.* Cheryl Nobbs, 
Darrin Nobbs, lan Summerscales 1; 
Michael Smith 2; Dcvid Fraser 3. 

BEST NAIL & THREAD PICTURE: 

Shaun Goudie 1; Shaun Goudie 2; 
Jeffrey Boucher 3. 

BEST MOBILE: Tracey Yager 1; 

Sheree Perkins 2; Maree Perkins 3. 

BEST PIECE OF PRIMARY WOODWORK; 
Robert McCoy 1; Stephen Goudie 2. 
BEST PRINTED ARTICLE - Material: 
Lisa Woodward 1; Tracey Yager 2; 
Cheryl Nobbs 3. 

BEST KITE: John Huckscep 1; Sue 
Pearson 2; David Magri 3. 

BEST SOFT TOY; Lynette Sheridan 1; 
Gillian Alston 2; Gillian Alston 3. 


THE PRIZE* 


SECTION 13 - INFANTS 

KINDERGARTEN & PRE-SCHOOL 
COLOURING COMPETITION: 

Gizelle Vincent 1 : Jodie Willi/ms 
2; Donna Prentice 3. 

BEST DRAWING - any media/ 

Mary Sexton 1; Charles Buffett 2; 

Jason Ryan 3. 

BEST PAINTING: Nicole Muscat 1; 

Mark Sexton 2; Peter Yaget 3. 

BEST BLACK & WHITE PICTURE; 

Mark Sexton 1; Alan Anderson 2; 

Brett Sanderson 3. 

BEST PIECE OF PAPER ART; Maree 
Boniface 1; Bobbie Heins 2; Jennette 
Alston 3. 

BEST OOLLAGE: Charles Buffett 1; 
Leanne Snell 2; Mark McCoy 3. 

BEST ARTICLE using Felt: Louise 
Nobbs lj Brett Sanderson 2; Susan Ely 3. 
BEST ARTICLE USING WOOL; Susan 
Ely 1; Joanne Christian-Bailey 2; 

Bobbie Heins 3. 

BEST SAND POSY; Reuben Hoyte 1; 
Stephen Bruce 2; Kevin Randall 3. 

BEST MOBILE: Felecia Evans 1; Alan 
Anderson 2; Leanne Snell 3. 

SECTION 14 - DA1R.Y, BEEF, 

Halves, pigs. 

LOCAL-BEST DAIRY COW; Matthew 
(Jimmy) Christian 1, 2 & 3. 

LOCAL - BEST BULL CALF OR STEER , 
(under 12 months): W.W. Stnders 1; 
Elaine Lenthall 2. 

LOCAL - BEST HEIFER CALF (under ! 
12 months); fhyllis Prole 1; A, Bigg 2; 

L. & F. Adams 3. 

LOCAL - BEST HEIFER (12 months to 
2 years): Matthew (Jimmy) Christian 1; 

A. Bigg 2; Joanne Christian-Bailey 3. 
LOCAL - BEST DUAL PURPOSE COW; 
Elaine Lenthall 1; Arthur Bigg 2; 

Ben Christian 3. 

IMPORTED - BEST DAIRY BULL: 

Matthew Christian 1. 

GRAND CHAMPION DAIRY ANIMAL; 

Best Dairy Bull - Matthew Christian. 
RESERVE CHAMPION DAIRY ANIMAL: 
Best Dairy Cow - Matthew Christian. 
LOCAL - BEST BEEF-TYPE COW; 

J.A. & M. Trollope 1; Byron Burrell 2; 
Elaine Lenthall 3. 

LOCAL - BEST BEEF-TYPE BULL; 

P,J, Summerscales 1 : Richard Bataille2; 
Byron Burrell 3. 

LOCAL - BEST BULL CALF OR STEER 
CALF (under 12 months): Elaine Lenth¬ 
all l; Felecia & Adrian Evans 2; Phillip 
Evans 3. 

LOCAL - BEST HEIFER CALF (under 
12 months): Byron Burrell 1; Arthur 
Pig|S| & M - Trollope 3. 

LOCAL - BEST BEEF-TYPE STEER (12 

ittOftthi to 2 years): Rob/John/Mark 
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Mfc'ETSy 1; W. W. Sanders 2; Felecia & 
Adrian Evans 3.' 

LOCAL - BEST BEEF-TYPE HEIFER 
(over 12 months to 2 years): J.A. & 

M. Trollope 1& 2; Byron Burrell 3. 
LOCAL - BEST BEEF-TYPE COW 
WITH CALF (calf under 6 months): 

Byron Burrell 1; P.J. Summerseaies 2; 
Felecia & Adrian Evans 3. 

IMPORTED - BEST BEEF-TYPE COW;John 
Ryves 1 & 2. 

IMPORTED - BEST BEEF-TYPE BULL; 

John Ryves 1; Byron Burrell 2; John 
Ryves 3. 

IMPORTED - BEST BULL CALF OR STEER 
(under 12 months); John Ryves 1. 
IMPORTED - BEST HEIFER CALF (under 
12 months): John Ryves 1 & 2. 

IMPORTED - BEST BEEF-TYPE HEIFER 
(over 12 months to 2 years): John Ryves 
1, 2 & 3. 

IMPORTED - BEST POLL SHORTHORN 
COW WITH CALF UNDER 6 MONTHS; 
John Ryves 1 & 2. 

GRAND CHAMPION BEEF ANIMAL - 
BEST IMPORTED BEEF COW; John 
Ryves. 

RESERVE CHAMPION BEEF ANIMAL - 
BEST LOCAL BEEF-TYPE BULL; 

P.J. Summerseaies. 

SUPREME CHAMPION ANIMAL - 
BEST DAIRY BULL; Matthew Chris¬ 
tian. 

BEST CALF - 6 to 12 MONTHS ex- 
aibited and led by child under 16: 

Philip & David Charge 1; Michele 
McCoy 2. 

3EST PORKER; W. W. Sanders 1; 

Sen Christian 2; Amy Bathie 3; 

SEST BREEDING SOW; Philip Evans 1; 

W. W. Sanders 2; Hadyn Evans. 3. 

3EST SUCKING PIG; W.W. Sanders 1; 
3ary Holland 2; D.M. & J.H. Huck- 
itep 3. 

SECTION 15 - POULTRY 

BEST PAIR LEGHORNS Black. Brown 
or White: Hadyn Evans 1; Robert 
Turton 2. 

BEST LEGHORN HEN Black, Brown 
or White: Gary Bigg 1; Michelle 
Smith 2. 

BEST AUSTRALORP HEN; Gary Bigg 1. 

BEST PR, RHODE ISLAND REDS; 

Simon Bigg 1; David E. Buffett 2. 

BEST RHODE ISLAND RED HEN; Max¬ 
ine Hobbins I; Simon Bigg 2. 

BEST PR, any other Light-Breed: 

Hadyn Evans 1. 

BEST any other Light-Breed Hen; 

Linda Blucher 1; Gary Bigg 2. 

BEST PR. any other Heavy- Breed: 

Linda Blucher 1; Hadyn Evans 2. 

3EST TRIO of Bantams (any breed): 

Mrs. N. Summerseaies 1; Michelle 
Smith 2. 

3£ST PR. Muscovy Ducks: Denise 


SECTION 16- ADULTS 
EQUESTRIAN 

BEST TURNED OUT Horse & Rider: 

Jo Wiltshier 1; Bobby Lloyd 2; Kaye 
Wood 3. 

BEST NOVICE Rider; Edie Christian 1; 
Robyn Tavener 2; Cherie Irvine 3. 
BEST RIDER 16-18 years; Tracy 
Knight 1; Marylin Quintal 2. 

BEST RIDER Gentleman over 18 years: 
Bernie Bailey 1; Byron Burrell 2. 

BEST. RIDER Lady over 18 years: 

Jo Wiltshier 1; Kaye Wood 2; Bobby 
Lloyd 3. 

BEST RIDER over 40 years; Bernie 
Bailey 1; Edie Christian 2; Doris 
Wood 3. 

BEST PAIR OF RIDERS Ladies. Gents 
or Combination: Jo Wiltshier & Bernie 
Bailey 1; Kaye Wood & Tracey Knight 


2; Bobby btejd& Culla Graham 3. 
BEST PACED & MANNERED Hack: 

Kaye Woo'd 1; Bernie Bailey 2; Bobby 
Lloyd 3. 

BEST PAIR of Hacks: Jo Wiltshier & 
Bernie Bailey 1; Kaye Wood & Tracey 
Knight 2; Bobby Lloyd & Culla 
Graham 3. 

CHAMPION Hack Locally Bred: Kaye 
Wood 1; Tracey Knight 2; Culla 
Graham 3. 

CHAMPION Hack - Open; Jo Wilt¬ 
shier 1; Bernie Bailey 2; Kaye Wood 3. 
BEST STOCK Horse; Dale Hall l r 
Tracey Knight 2; Jo Wiltshier 3. 

BEST TURNED OUT Horse & Sulky: 
Robyn Burrell 1. 

JUMPING CONTEST. - Ladies; Jo Wilt¬ 
shier 1; Tracey Knight 2; Bobby Lloyd 3. 
JUMPING CONTEST -Gentlemen; Dale 
Halil. 

JUMPING CONTEST -Open: ;Jo Wilt¬ 
shier 1; Bobby Lloyd 4; Jo Wiltshier 3. 
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LED-IN Best Mare & Foal up to 8 M#is; 
John Ryves 1; Hacket Buffett 2; Byron 
Burrell 3. 

LED-IN Best Filly or Colt over 8 Mths. 
up to 3 years; Kaye Wood 1; Kaye 
Wood 2; Jo Wiltshier 3. 

MOUNTED Best Cared for Mount & 
Equipment under 11 years: Trudy Ir¬ 
vine 1; Lynda Wood 2; Robyn Burrell 3. 
MOUNTED Best Cared for Mount & 
Equipment 11 to 15 years: Donna Wood 1: 
John Adams 2; Jane Evans 3. 

BEST BOY OR GIRL Rider under 9; 

Diana Adams 1; Kelly McCarthy 2; 
Elizabeth Barning 3. 

BEST RIDER - Girl 9 to 11 years; Lynda 
Wood 1; Lynette Sheridan 2; Robyn 
Burrell 3. 

BEST RIDER - Boy 9 to II years: John 
Adams 1; Paul Bafning2 ; Graeme Jen- 


BEST RIDER - Girl 12 to 15 years: Donna 
Wood 1; Michele McCoy 2; Brenda 
Summerseaies 3. 

CHAMPION RIDER': Donna Wood 1; 
Lynda Wood 2; Diana Adams 3. 

BEST PAIR OF RIDERS Boys, Girls 
or Combination 15 years and under; 
Lynda & Donna Wood 1; Robyn & 

Denise Burrell 2; Diana Adams & 

Kelly McCarthy 3. 

CHAMPION HACK Locally Bred; 

Donna Wood 1; Lynda Wood 2; Denise 
Burrell 3. 

CHAMPION HACK Open, up to anti 
including 14HH: Lynda Wood 1; Donna 
Wood 2; Robyn Burrell 3. 

CHAMPION HACK Open, over 14HH; 
Donna Wood 1; Lynda Wood 2; Kelly 
McCarthy & Trudy Irvine 3. 

BEST BEGINNER’S Mount: Kylee 
Ryan 1; Michele McCoy 2; Brenda 
Summencales 3. 

JUMPING CONTEST 15 years and 
under; Donna Wood 1; Lynda Wood 2; 
Michele McCoy 3. 
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N i PATTI F9 6RAZIER W,TH 9 ’°°° 

.1. UAI I LEI : 'VERY GOOD GENETl( 


DAVID H. WHITE lives at the fa¬ 
mous property "Havilah" at Mud- 
gee, NSW, 'where his family have 
been for about 100 years. 

He talked with The News after 
judging Norfolk’s 1976 A&H Show. 

"THE NORFOLK SHOW is a pretty 
important event in the Island's cal¬ 
endar. I was very impressed by the 
enthusiasm and the participation of 
so many people. 

"I judged cattle, pigs and poultry. 

"Producers here seem to like their 
pigs much fatter than we prefer diem 
in Australia. This is a local prefer¬ 
ence tha.i is regulated purely by diet. 
There is a good genetic pool of pigs 
here and there's no reason they can't 
produce any type they want." 

Q: Does that mean people here 
could be feeding pigs less, and gett¬ 
ing just as much meat? 

A: "I would say so, but I don't 
know I haven't eaten pork on the 
Island and I haven't seen a pig 
killed. 

"As to cattle, there's a very good 
genetic pool of cattle here on the 
Island. Things must improve. Beef 
prices are starting to increase, and I 
believe that only 40<5fc of the Island's 
beef requirements are produced here. 
With die use of bulls -- and there are 
plenty of good bulls on the Island - - 
I would have thought that could be 
increased." 

Q: Do you see any reason why the 
Island shouldn't raise all its own 
beef? 

A: "One reason, I would think -- 
if you were able to top-dress here -- 
fertilise - you could probably 
dramatically increase the production. 
But with die cost of fertilisers... now, 
we complain about the cost of fertil¬ 
isers at home, but here it's absolute¬ 
ly astronomical. It appears almost 
double here." 

Os What would a well-run property 
in Australia spend on top-dressing, 
per acre, in a year? 

A; "At the moment we can't afford 
to top-dress. We've lost most of 
our "super” bounty, and the finished 
production just doesn't warrant it. 

The only fertiliser we use, as I would 
imagine the case would be here, is on 
crops. 

0: So it's an economic decision - at 
a certain price for. "super", it no 
longer pays you back in meat to do 
the dressing? 

A; "That's right. For example, take 
a small property of ten acres or so. 
You might be able to run five cows. 


With top-dressing you might be able 
to run ten cows. The question you'd 
have to ask yourself would be. is it 
better to do that, or to bring in a few 
sides of beef from New Zealand or 
Australia? 

"From my inquiries around the 
Island I would doubt whether fertil¬ 
ising would be a viable proposition, 
except of course in things like 
vegetables or fruit. 

Q: What about sowing pasture crops 
such as lucem? 

A; "I don't know. I’m not famil¬ 
iar with this Island, but I would have 
thought with the kikuyu such a per¬ 
vasive grass, you might sow lucem, 
but it wouldn't persist -- kikuyu will 
smother lucern." 

Q: So on small properties on Nor¬ 
folk from what you can judge, it 
may make some sense just to run it 
as nature runs it, rather than trying 
to force the pasturage by fertilising 
or sowing? 

A: "I would be inclined to think so. 
Again, I don't know whether the 


Visiting Show Judge 
David White 
61ve$ His Views 


equipment or. machinery are here. 

“Super and nitrogen fertilisers 
are domned expensive here. Every¬ 
thing has got to be handled so many 
times before it eventually hits the 
ground here, doesn't it?" 

Q: Does that leave only improved 
breeding as a means of getting more 
meat, or better meat? 

A: "Yes, I would think so. And 
* from what I've seen, I would say 
the Island is well on the way towards 
that end. 

"On the Island, where area is 
limited, it's not like Australia, 
where we can be prodigal in the 
way we use our land. 

"In Australia we have some breeds 
of cattle that are very big - - but 
being big, they eat a lot; and, being 
very big, they don't mature as 
quickly as a small or moderate¬ 
sized animaL 

"The aim for the Island, I would 
think, would be a moderate-sized 
animal that milks quite well- and 
dispose of the calf at about nine or 
ten months old ... vealers to year¬ 
lings This is the class of cattle that 
in Australia is making big money. 

"On the Island, with so many 


ACRES SAYS "THERE'S A 
; POOL CF CATTLE HERE" 

cattle running on the Common, I 
would think it essential to get the 
calves off, and disposed of, before 
their mothers calve again." 

Q: Have you given thought to the 
Common situation while you've been 
here? 

A: "In the area where I come from, 
the common grazing system is still 
there in some areas -- and in some 
of the old gold mines - - they all had 
their commons; and in some cases 
it's still a viable proposition. 

"Here I think it's probably the only 
way the Island could maintain its 
cattle. From one point of view, it 
seems to be water which is a prob¬ 
lem here. 

"I don't think anyone would say 
it's the ideal way to run stock, but 
with the peculiar natural problems 
this Island has — apparently you 
can't make dams to hold water, the 
soil is so porous,.. 

"With freight prices what they are. 
it seems to me the cattle population 
on the Island has got to be self-re gen¬ 
erating. And having seen what I’ve 
seen I see no reason why this can't 
in fact be done. There is a genetic 
pool of quite decently-bred cattle on 
the Island. There are enough blood 
lines on the Island so that if you’re 
careful you can keep breeding with¬ 
out becoming excessively inbred." 

Q: What are the effects of excess¬ 
ive inbreeding? 

A; ”It can take many forms -- may¬ 
be infertility, slow maturing, per¬ 
haps malformations... 

“I was interested to see the native 
fowls -- they're all of a type. I 
would think if you just let the cattle 
go here, you would eventually evolve 
some sort of type. Whether they'd 
be the ones you'd want, of course, 
is another matter." 

Q: Which breeds do you think of 
that fit your description of "an ani¬ 
mal of moderate size that milks well" 
A; "I would say there are three 
breeds that would suit this Island -- 
shorthorns, herefords or angus - and 
selected strains from within those 
breeds. Some shorthorns are very 
big, and I should think you would 
want moderate-sized, quick-matur¬ 

ing. " 

Q: What impressions have you 
formed of Norfolk? 

A: "As a place, delightful. I like 
the people. I like their tempo of 
life. I like the way they talk. I'm 
most impressed... really good... a 
very, very peaceful and relaxed 
Island..." 
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N l PATTI CO FORMER R.A.S. HEAD SAYS "CASTRATE HALF 
.1. L/AI I LEI ( THE BULLS...CULL AND SPAY THE COWS..." 


BILL PARRY-OKEDEN was for many 
years the full-time head of the 
Royal Agricultural Society in NSW. 

He visited Norfolk several years 
ago as judge of cattle in the A&H 
Show, returning this year to judge 
horses and equestrian events. 

He pulled no punches in his com¬ 
ments to The News after the Show. 

• 

Q: How do you set about improving 
a standard of quality? 

A; "Well, that's the idea of a show; 
have competitions, where they can 
compete with each other, and the 
judge says ' That's the best beast, 
and that’s the type you should breed'. 
And if they would go for a better 
type, then they could probably get 
better bulls over here, and use arti¬ 
ficial insemination --there’s all 
sorts of ways to improve a standard. 

"Castrate half the bulls they've 
got hanging around the roads here, 
because th.ey're getting poor quality 
stock. 

'T was talking to the Administra¬ 
tor about this. He asked me what I 
thought, and I told him straight -- 
that on this limited area here, they 
should haye better quality stock... 

"One bull can get a lot of calves 
with artificial insemination." 

Q: Is it really worth it? Do you get 
back more money than you invest, 
by trying to upgrade your stock? 

A; "1 would surely think you would. 

The butcher would pay you more, 
for a start, for the cattle - bigger- 
framed and better beef cattle. And 
also you'd get more milk out of the 
cows if they were better quality. 

"I think that’s what they want on 
the Island. On a place like this 
where most of your food's imported -- 
1 don't know what you like, but I 
don’t like living on frozen meats -- 
and if you had nice fat cattle, lo¬ 
cally bred and locally prepared, it 
would be far cheaper and better for 
the residents. " 

Q: What about the man who owns 
the beast? 

A; "Well he would do better be¬ 
cause he'd pr6bably get a better 
price for his fat steers, vealers, what¬ 
ever they like to produce. When you 
see these cattle hanging around the 
roads here -- it doesn't matter if they 
do get fat, they'd only weigh about a 
couple of hundred pounds. There's no 
money in them. They’re poor quality. " 
Q: Is that because of the size of their 
frame? 

A; "They’re stunted, yes, and they 
take longer to fatten, that type of 


cattle -- they're poor doers. " 

Q: How would you get from where 
we are now to the state of affairs 
you're talking about? Do you do 
away with the beasts we've got now, 
or what? 

A; “1 think you’d gradually elimin¬ 
ate them. The first thing you'd do 
would be castrate the bad bulls. And 
you’d probably spay - -if you can't 
put them away in a paddock, be¬ 
cause they run wild here, more or 
less --spay the culled cows. It's an 
easy operation, not very difficult.. 
Just keep the best, and put them to 
a really good bull, which you could 
get the semen from. 

"They can get charolais, they can 
get any sort of breed if they want it -- 
but I think they’d go for the type of 
British breeds that are early maturers 
and would be a great asset to the 
Island." 

Q: What sort of breeds do you think 
of? 

A; ” Well, angus, herefotd, poll short¬ 
horn -- actually you can get semin - 


Visiting Show Judge 
Bill Parry-Okeden 
Gives His Views 


tal and charolais now -- they’ve been 
terrific breeds in Europe and in Eng¬ 
land and no doubt would be very good 
here too. 

"There are a lot of good breeds. I 
wouldn’t like to name one breed, be¬ 
cause you get into trouble when you 
favour one particular breed. They're 
all good, in their places. 

"You notice some stock of very 
poor quality hanging around the Com¬ 
mon. They're not doing any good 
for the Island, because they're not 
producing the beef you want. 

"I always maintain, on a limited 
space, a poor beast eats as much as 
a good one. - 

"But I don't quite know the phil¬ 
osophy on this Island, whether 
people want to -- they're afraid 
of being too modern in lots of 
things. I find. They just want to 
go along and live their own lives, 
and they don’t want "progress". 

"But I think for food you'll have 
to have progress, otherwise the cost 
of living gets so dear by importing 
everything." 

Q: Is it hard work judging? 

A: "You've got to concentrate. 
You've got to remember, because 


sometimes if you reverse your de¬ 
cision in some other class -- give 
above a horse you gave before - - 
you wouldn't know where you'd end. 

"They criticised me yesterday 
for giving too many prizes to a 
few people. I think ihey'd like to 
see the prizes go around amongst 
the riders. I said 'I'm here to judge 
the best, unfortunately . 1 would 
love to see it spread around, but 
until you make your conditions 
different, I've got to give it to the 
best in each class.'" 

Q: As a judge in the Show do you 
feel people are nicer to you than 
they would be otherwise, or are 
they a little fearful, or do they 
stand off from you? 

A; "Very difficult to answer. 

Some of them are, of course 
they make themselves known to 
the judge straight away -- and 
others don't and are a bit stand¬ 
offish. 

"I don't worry about the people. 

I sort of shut them off. I’m only 
looking at the horse. 

"When I came over here the first 
year, I got to know the people, 
and that’s why I've come back 
again, because it's such a pleasant 
place to come to. They're all very 
genuine people, and friendly, very 
friendly...but, as I say, not pro¬ 
gressive, and they don't want to be. 

"They want to keep Norfolk the 
way it is, and good luck to them -- 
I hope they do. 

"But that's no reason why they 
shouldn’t improve their stock, and 
the quality of their stock, and their 
food — because that's what it is -- 
it’s here to keep the people on the 
Island. Food -- agricultural pro¬ 
duce and livestock -- are very im- 
portant, I think." 

Q; On the mainland, do people run 
properties the size of a typical Nor¬ 
folk place? 

A: "Very few. They wouldn't 
make a living on properties this 
size on the mainland.. but people on 
Norfolk live happily here. As long 
as they can exist, that's all they 
want. They don't want much 
money. They've got their land, 
their own garden - - what else do 
they want? They can do that here, 
but I think on the mainland they'd 
find they'd be up against it -- they 
couldn't afford. They’d have to get 
something to make some money 
somewhere. Probably that's the 
beauty of the place here -- I don't 
know." 
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Norfolk 


NORFOLK COULD WELL have a one- 
man show of paintings by a local 
artist in the not too distant future -- 
that is when Miriam. Charles, John 
and Peter Cbristian-Bailey get a 
little older. 'Tm almost at the 
stage where I can paint again, " says 
Mary, their soft-spoken, attractive 
Mother. Obviously enjoying this 
time of parenthood very much, 

Mary is quite happy to keep her oils 
and brushes on the shelf until there 
is more time. Nevertheless she 
manages to do witty cartoons for 
the Rotary bulletin almost every 
week - "usually a last minute 
effort, though" she says. 

Mary's artistic flair comes out in 
many ways. Her and Bernie's home 


is a most intelligently designed fam¬ 
ily home. It takes into account that 
the bulk of the day is spent with the 
children and in greeting the many 
people who call in. There is a huge 
kitchen-family room which acts as 
a kind of "central control" area. 
Since Mary adores to cook, she can 
be putting the finishing touches on 
one of her brilliant creations while 
guests are sitting in the soft leather 



couches looking out over the gar¬ 
dens of the Fletcher Christian Apart¬ 
ments (which they own and operate). 
At the same time the children can be 
playing happily in another area of this 
huge, high ceilinged room with plen¬ 
ty of light and beautiful Norfolk pine 
cupboards everywhere. Off of this 
central multi-purpose room on one 
side is the children's wing. Not ne¬ 
glecting adult living, on the oppos¬ 
ite side are Bernie's study with hi-fi 
and books, and a large, more for¬ 
mal, living room, and another wing 
of two bedrooms and bath. 

As a baby sitting in her pram in 


Kent, England, Mary was accused of 
always grabbing people's pencils. 
"I've always wanted to sketch”, she 
says laughingly. Mary's family 
moved to Australia when she was 
seven. She went to school in Ken¬ 
sington, a Sydney suburb, then on 
to the famous Sydney Girls' High, 
and trained as a Primary School 
Teacher at Teachers’ College while 
doing University units at night. 


LIVING 


The Education Department of 
N. S. W, sent Mary to Norfolk Island 
in 1966 to teach at the Primary 
School. Although she was only given 
five days' notice, it was too good an 
assignment to turn down. She taught 
here for 3^ years -- first the littlies 
and then secondary grade for the 
last two years. "Norfolk’s Central 
School has everything going for it - 
it is backed by so many organizations, 
Mary says. Mary was brought back 
to Norfolk -- this time as a bride -- 
in 1970. She and Bernie moved in¬ 
to one of the new flats just completed 
in die Fletcher Christian Apartments 
and she filled in at the school when 
needed. She also worked at the 
school library re-organizing and 
stocking it and setting up the Dewey 
decimal system. She loved this pro¬ 
ject and in spite of her full life now 
was quite tempted by a recent ad 
which offered a librarian’s job. 

Active in Church of England 

Both Mary and Bernie are active in 
the Church of England. Mary is sec r 
retary of the Ladies' Guild and after 
the Sunday night service it is usually 
"open house" at the Christian-Bailey's 
where people come for supper and to 
get acquainted. "It gives me a 
chance to cook." says Mary, "and it 
is amazing how many lonely people 
there are even on Norfolk." 

With Lynn Berriman, Mary has re¬ 
cently started The Nursing Mothers' 
Association on Norfolk. "So far 
the interest has been tremendous." 
The aim of this organization is to 
encourage Mothers in breast feeding 
their babies, which they believe 
helps the Mother-Child relationship. 
These meetings are held in differ¬ 
ent homes once a month. 

Mary loves the "flexibility" of life 
on Norfolk. That phrase of hers 
seems to tell why we aren't living 
a mainland rat race even though most 
of us are busier than we've ever been. 
If you are all set to spend the day 
cleaning the kitchen cupboards and 
someone calls in and suggests you go 
sketching on Norfolk you go. Aren't 
we lucky? And there is a mutual 
understanding that this is the way 
life functions here. 
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WHAT A LOVELY display of African 
Violets there were at our recent Show. 
These do give a rewarding return for 
a little care, so perhaps a few help¬ 
ing hints on the growing of these some¬ 
times temperamental pot plants may 
be of help to those growers who have 
trouble with them. 

Firstly, they decide where they pre¬ 
fer to grow - not always where you 
want them to grow such as that sunny 
window ledge or similar. 

If the leaf stems are short and form 
a cluster with little or no flowers, this 
would suggest too much.sun. 

Long leggy leaf stems, flopping • 
downwards, need more light. 

Either of these conditions will not 
flower well, even if given plenty of 
food and water. So first things first - 
change the positions of your plants 
until either you or they find the 
"happy spot” then PRESTO you too 
will have a lovely display of vio¬ 
lets. 

To assure they have ample hu¬ 
midity, a good method is to place 
pot/container on a dish or tray filled 



with pebbles and keep water up to 
level of bottom of container. Only 
water, actual plant when soil is dried 
out, then about { to 3/4 cup of 
water poured around edge of contain¬ 
er should be sufficient. Never use 
cold water - tepid is much better. 
Over-watering is very damaging. 
Feeding: African Violets need more 
feeding than most house plants. Use 
plant pills as these need no additions. 

2 pills to 5" pot. If using packeted 
soluble plant foods, use half strength 
every three weeks. Supplement by 
\ teaspoon super phosphate sprinkled 
around edge of pot every three months - 
water in well. 

Soil; As the ingredients to make up 
your mixture are not readily available' 
here, it is best to buy ready-mixed 
African Violet mix. However, the 
followingis a good mix if you can ob¬ 
tain the ingredients: 

2 parts well composted garden loam 
1 part coarse sand (well washed) 

1 part moistened peat-moss 
£ part crushed charcoal, or per¬ 
lite or similar 


There are two ways 1 have found 
successful for propagating: 

1. Arrange leaves with stems passed 
through cooking foil, so just the 
ends reach water in a container. 

2. Fill a wide mouth jar to within 
3' with spagnum moss dampened 
or two parts sand and one of wet 
peat moss. Cut leaf stems to 1|" 
then plant 1 inch deep with leaves 
in upright position. This way is 
often quicker than former method. 
Cover jar loosely and keep in well 
lighted position. 

Some of the following are good 
named varieties: 

Sweetheart - Deep Blue 
Pink Halo - Single Pink 
Spring Snow - Large Single White 
Delft Imperial - Deep Purple Single 
Pinkette - Double Pink 

This is all about African Violets 
but then African Violets are like that - - 
all or nothing --I'm sure you would 
all have admired those at the Show. 

And, last but not least, talk to 
your plants - 1 am assured that it 
does help. 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 




Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel unite in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 
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I AM NOT certain Whether it was 
the abundance Of vegetables in the 
shops at present or the stubborn stain 
on ray new frock which brought die 
following incident to my mind. 

This happened over twenty years 
ago, and I am not certain of die 
name of the editor of the local 
paper of die time but I think it was 
Babridge or Barbridge but I am cer¬ 
tain he was an unusual character. 

The office and printery was a 
small wooden building in Burnt Pine. 

1 cal led at die editor's office re an 
advertisement and was asked to please 
be seated on the one and only chair 
which had seen much better days. On 
rising from my chair, I found I had a 
large hand-sized black/brown stain 
on my lovely cream linen dress. No 
amount of effort or any of the many 
and varied stain removers recommend¬ 
ed ever removed that much cursed 
stain - no such a place as a dry- 
cleaners in those days. That stain 
was there for keeps. 

On the floor of the office I no¬ 
ticed two lovely big lettuces in a 
carton. As these were as hard to 
come bv as that stain was hard to 
remove, I plucked up courage and 
asked if I could buy some from 
where these came from. It was 
those lettuces that made me keep 
'my cool' as the saying goes to-day. 


The editor very graciously said; 
"Certainly my dear - please call in 
tomorrow and I will have some for 
you. ” 

Well, those lettuces and promise 
were irrestible so. walking the mile 
and half with baby in arms and todd¬ 
ler by my side, I went to collect 
same. Yes, sure enough two big 
ones in paper bag were there as 
promised. 

So, mentally forgiving him for 
stain, and so pleased with his gift, 
away home I went. 

Why I did not notice how light 
they were to carry I don’t know bat 
they were for, believe it or not, 
those lovely lettuces were heart¬ 
less - - both had had the hearts cut 
out of them -- I had-carried home 
only the coarse outside leaves. 

No lasting friendship was formed 
between that newspaper magnate 
and yours truly. 

I have many times pondered this 
episode of the heartless lettuce. 

Was it a practical joke or a mistake 
and was 1 given the wrong parcel? 
Perhaps it was just strange ways of 
a somewhat strange person. 1 will 
never know so I just put it down as 
an experience to be laughed over 
when remembered. 

With another Show over, I re- 



IF YOU HAVEN’T A JAM FUN¬ 
NEL cut down a square plastic 
cordial bottle one inch below 
shoulder of bottle & smooth the 
edge. # 

TO REMOVE RING MARKS on 
highly polished surfaces sprinkle 
Brasso on a very soft cloth & rub. 

WHEN YOUR WALL CAN OPEN¬ 
ER has worn out don’t throw out 
the magnet. Use it to pick up 
pins and tacks. 

☆ 

USE A DRY STEEL WOOL pad to 
clean the glass front of your com¬ 
bustion stove. This prevents the 
glass from cracking. 


call the first Show held after I came 
to live on Norfolk. It was through 
that Show that I formed a long and 
valued friendship with one of Nor¬ 
folk's grand ladies. 

I had taken a few entries to the 
hall and as shank's pony was my 
transport at that time I was making 
my way home again, accompanied 
by my two children, when a kindly 
voice hailed me from her garden 
gate: "It is very hot - won't you 
and the children have a cool drink 
and a few minutes rest?" Such was 
the way of life then: I gratefully 
accepted. 

We have been steadfast friends 
ever since and shared many happy 
times together. May we spend 
many more Mary and God Bless. 



by "VINAS" 

--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


FOR MANY A YEAR the glamour wines 
of the world have come from Cham¬ 
pagne in France and borne that name. 
Always regarded as expensive, they 
have become even more so in recent 
times hut, fortunately, Australia pro¬ 
duces some very good ones atlquite 
reasonable prices. 

However, a revolution in wine 
making occurred in 1956 when Orlando, 
using a completely new technique, 
introduced Barossa Pearl. Although 
not a champagne, it achieved aston¬ 
ishing success both in Australia and 
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overseas and. understandably, set a 
new trend. There is a tendency for 
wine snobs to scoff at these somewhat 
sweet, light sparkling wines but there 
is no denying they have done much to 
change dining and drinking habits and 
led so many people to appreciation 
of wine with their meals as an alter¬ 
native to the old beer laden table. 

There are now many brands of 
this style, some white, some pink, 
some called pearls and some with 
other enticing names. Always chill 
these wines well. 

The Bond has a good selection in¬ 
cluding Barossa Pearl ($2.06). Spark¬ 
ling Rlinegold ($1.70). Porphry Pearl 
($2. 00), Mardi Gras ($2.10) and 
Bodegar ($1.80). Bodega also comes 
in party-size magnums at the keen 
price of $3.10. 

With the festive season just around 
the corner, you may like to use them 
to make some fun drinks for your 
guests. 

BLACK VELVET; Take a tall glass, 
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chilled, and half fill with cold stout 
and then, pouring very slowly, top 
up with a well chilled pearl style. 

Do not stir but drink before the bubbles 
and taste flatten. 

SPARKLING COCKTAIL: Pour the 
wine into a chilled champagne glass, 
squeeze a piece of orange peel over 
it and drop in the peel. Take a 
teaspoon of brandy and carefully flow 
it over the wine so that it floats on 
top. , 

SPARKLING LONG DRINK; Simply 
combine your sparkling wine with 
orange or other juice to taste and 
pour over ice cubes in a tall glass. 
BALACLAVA PEARL; Take the rind 
of half a lemon pared thinly to 
avoid pith, juice of 2 lemons,-half 
a cucumber sliced thinly and 2 tablesp. 
of icing sugar and mix ift a punch 
bowl. / dd a can of soda wateVf 2 
bottles of claret and bottle of spark¬ 
ling white and, before serving, ice. 
Serve in chilled wine glasses or 
punch cups. 
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HELEN PAYNE 

HERE ARE two recipes you might 
enjoy if you are on a low calorie 
diet. 

JACKET POTATOES WITH COTTAGE 
CHEESE ' 

2} lbs. large potatoes 
4 ozs. cottage cheese 
1 teasp. chopped parsley 
1 tablesp. tomato sauce 
1 teasp. Worcester t.tuce 
1 level tablesp. chopped gherkin 
1 small onion grated 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Bake potatoes in jackets till soft. 
Remove from oven and after cutting 
into half scoop out the flesh and 
mash finely. Add all remaining in¬ 


gredients. Fill potato cases with 
mashed mixture and return to the 
oven reheating for approx. 15-20 
minutes. Serve with salad, 

CHILLED LEMON CHEESE CAKE 
Serves 6-8 r 

12 oz. cottage cheese 

2 egg yolks 

finely grated peel of one lemon 

3 tablesp. fresh lemon juice 

4 tables, gelatine 

5 " water 

1 carton (£ pt.) natural yogurt 

1 teasp. vanilla essence 

artificial sweetener to taste 

2 egg whites 

Cream cheese and beat in yolks, 
lemon peel and juice. Soften gel¬ 
atine in 2 tables, of water for 5 
minutes. Pour into pan with rest ot 
the water. Stir over low heat until 
dissolved. Add to cheese mixture 
with yogurt and essence. Mix thor¬ 
oughly. Sweeten to taste with arti¬ 
ficial sweetener. When cold and just 
beginning to thicken and set fold in 
stiffly beaten egg whites. Transfer 
to 7-8” cake tin, first rinsed with 
cold water. Chill until firm and 
set. Turn out on to a serving plate 
and cut with a knife which has been 
dipped in warm water. Serve with 
fruit. 



SPICE OF THE MONTH 


VANILLA is produced by hand pollin¬ 
ating the flower of an orchid to pro¬ 
duce a long, slender pod. Its flav¬ 
our and aroma develop after the pod 
which is picked green, is cured and 
dried. Originally introduced to Eur¬ 
ope from Mexico, it now comes main¬ 
ly from Madagascar and nearby isl¬ 
ands. 

As vanilla pod is now available on 
Norfolk, you may care to make your 
own vanilla sugar to flavour cakes, 
desserts etc. Just fill an air tight jar 
with caster sugar and put in 2 or 3 
pods. Leave to stand for 1 week be¬ 
fore using to give the vanilla time to 
penetrate the sugar. As sugar gets 
used up keep adding more till die 
vanilla pod loses its aroma. Icing 
sugar may be treated the same way - 
this is a cheap way of getting what 
you want. 
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IS IT the end of another month again 
already? It seems just the other day 
that the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
here on Norfolk was celebrating its 
86th Anniversary - actually it was to¬ 
wards the end of September. Several 
visitors had come over from the main¬ 
land for this event including Pastor 
C.D. Judd, President of the Trans- 
Tasman Union Conference of the SDA 
Church, Pastor K.S. Parmenter - Sec¬ 
retary of the Australasian Division and 
Pastors David & Warren Ferris, twins, 
who had last been on the Island during 
the 1920s. Pastor Southwell's many 
friends were pleased to welcome he 
and his wife back again too after an 
absence of some four years. 

It was very interesting to hear the 
Ferris brothers recall their boyhood 
days on the Island during the SDA pro¬ 
gramme on the wireless. They both 
said how much they were looking for¬ 
ward to a chat with their old friends, 
Louis Gondon and Stan Buffett. Stan 
apparently had initiated the boys into 
the ways of playing football! It was 
from Norfolk that the brothers began 
their missionary work among the Pa¬ 
cific Islanders. 

Friday evening, 1st October, was a 
very happy night in the lovely surrounds 
of die recently erected SDA chapel. 

{ Couldn't help admiring the stained 
timber and workmanship that had 
gone into erecting such a fine build¬ 
ing. The occasion was an Evening of 
Sacred Music in which members from 
all the churches on Norfolk took part. 
The evening commenced with the 
congregation singing the second most 
popular hymn on Norfolk - "The Old 
Rugged Cross". Pastors David Ferris 
and Judd led the service in a short 
Devotional. Then die C. of E. mini¬ 
ster, Colin Berriman, sang a beauti¬ 
ful solo accompanied by Sharon Sand- 
strom on the organ. 

Sharon then delighted everyone 
with her organ items. It was lovely 
to see so many young people taking 
part during the evening. Alex Nobbs, 
together with about eight small Nobbs 
children and lan Summerscales gave a 
terrific performance with their ukelele 
band and hearty voices. The "Now- 
folk Group", Julie South, Colin Berri¬ 
man with Sharon accompanying on the 
guitar as well as singing, presented 
the next bracket of items. One of 
them was the modern rendition of 
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"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”. 
Beautiful! 

Loved the solo item - "The Lord's 
My Shepherd" - sung by Norma Sum¬ 
merscales who was accompanied by 
her husband on the organ. Pastor 
Eric Dronfield, from the Methodist 
Church, with his wife and daughter, 
brought happy smiles to everyone's 
face. They each played the guitar 
and sang in a completely different 
style - a bracket of hill-billy type 
gospel songs and obviously they en¬ 
joyed every minute of doing so. 

Others to take part during the even¬ 
ing included Gayleen, Louise and 
Michelle Nobbs accompanied by Alex 
on the organ; Don Reynolds with his 
group "The Terns" -Debbie and 
Debra Nobbs, Lyn & Rob Wotherspoon 
Noel Bunker and John Nobbs. I've 
mentioned in an earlier letter how 
Clive Wilson entertained a family 
out at Bumboras recently. Well Clive 
and his wife returned again to the Isl¬ 
and especially to join in the celebra¬ 
tions. He sang for the congregation 
that old favourite - "Keep the Lower 
Lights Burning". All the lights were 
turned off, the only illumination be¬ 
ing three candles. It was very mov¬ 
ing indeed. Clive recalled how this 
particular hymn was rather special 
to him as he had been shipwrecked 
along with twelve other chaps and 
they'd had to use one of those inflat¬ 
able dinghies to get back to Lord Howe. 

A most delightful evening concluded 
with a number of items from the Ad¬ 
ventist Ladies and the congregation 
then joining in THE most popular 
hymn on Norfolk fthe SDA Church 
conducted a survey in conjunction 
with their celebrations),"Tie Pitcairn 
Anthem”. 

The other major event which has 
occupied most minds in some way on 
the Island during the past month is 
Show Day- or Show Time I should say, 
as it really started a week before with 
the judging of the Gardens competi¬ 
tion. The people who were winners 
of this section should be given an extra 
bit of praise for all their efforts this 
year. It's quite a feat to have beauti¬ 
ful gardens when the weather has been 
so incredibly dry. Some of the winners 
in the various sections I noticed in¬ 
cluded Hazel Martin and Mr. & Mrs. 
Eastgate in the newly established 
flower garden section. Hillcrest Hotel 
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won the prize for the best hotel or 
accommodation house - well done to 
Bert and Gwennie Berganin as I know 
they’ve done a good deal of work in 
those gardens. Believe Naomi Chris¬ 
tian’s garden is lovely and Naomi was 
rewarded for her efforts (and Ben's too 
no doubt' ) in winning a prize in the 
best flower garden over eighth of an 
acre. Jim Eades was also a winner 
this year. I was able to wander round 
his delightful garden last year, but re¬ 
grettably didn't have time to view the 
gardens this year. 

The weekend just prior to the Show 
was taken up with preparing cattle, 
pigs etc. for the judge, Mr. David 
White, who commenced his rounds 
on the Saturday morning. Ever tried 
to wash down and keep a young heifer 
clean when it’s pouring with rain?! 
That's what was going on in our gar¬ 
den at 9.30 that Saturday morning. 
Imagine the look I received when 1 
helpfully suggested bringing the cow 
up on to the back verandah! How - 
ever, Mr. & Mrs. White seemed un¬ 
daunted by the rain, which contin¬ 
ued to pour down. It did look rather 
bleak for Monday though, especially 
when the Sunday was also very wet 
and foggy. 

By Sunday afternoon the rain had 
stopped - for the children's part of 
the Show - their equestrian events. 

A large crowd gathered in the Bi- 
Centenary Park to watch the child¬ 
ren and their horses. Each year there 
seem to be more and more children 
taking part, due, I think, to the en¬ 
couragement I'm sure they receive 
from Jo Wiltshire, Kaye Woods and 
Bobby Lloyd. I think this year tiny 
Kylie Ryan 'stole the show’ - such a 
tiny girl on such a large horse! I had 
to look twice to make sure 1 wasn't 
seeing things'. All the horses looked 
so well cared for and their young ri¬ 
ders so smart. Some of the children 

I notices who took part included 
cousins Gail and Brenda Summer- 
scales, Linda and Donna Wood, Trudy 
Irvine, Michelle McCoy, Lynette 
Sheridan, the Burrell children, Eliz¬ 
abeth and Paul Barning. Felicia 
Evans looked very smart and compe¬ 
tent too sitting up there on a large 
chestnut horse. In spite of the dull, 
foggy afternoon it was most enjoy¬ 
able watching them all take part 
with so much enthusiasm. 

Would you believe, Monday - 
Show Day - was a glorious, warm 
sunny day. Perhaps turned on spe¬ 
cially? The Show events commen¬ 
ced in the Bi-Centenary Park at 

II a. m. with the adult equestrian 
events. All riders and their mounts 
were most attractively groomed. 
Could imagine the judge had a very 
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difficult time indeed. Then at 12.30 
p.m. there was a break for lunch. 

The Local Rotary Club provided a 
barbecue lunch - very reasonably 
priced - and very yummy - in the 
Lions Park adjacent to Rawson Hall. 

At 1.30 a good crowd had gather¬ 
ed before the front steps of Rawson 
Hall. The Administrator and his 
wife - Mr. & Mrs. D. O'Leary - 
wer4 welcomed by the President 
of the A. & H. Society, Mr. Da¬ 
vid Buffett, and after giving a short 
speech Mr. O'Leary officially open¬ 
ed the 1976 A. & H. Show. 

When one walked into Rawson Hall 
on Show Day to view the exhibits, it 
was obvious that many people had 
been busy for quite a long time pre¬ 
paring their entries. The first entry 
I noticed was a beautiful white con¬ 
firmation gown made by Marianne 
Ry< n, I guess for her daughter Deanne. 
Noelle Burrell's name kept appearing 
at different places round the hall - 
in the knitting and crocheting sec¬ 
tion and also in the art work - a 
lovely painting of horses and a por¬ 
trait of her daughter. Marge Clapp's 
skill with a needle and thread had 
earned her several prizes as had her 
crystallized peel which looked most 
tempting. The menfolk had excelled 
themselves with their vegetables. 

Saw some terrific long carrots grown 
by Eric Adams. Bill Sanders won 
many prizes for different vegetables 
but they didn’t have it all their own 
way! 

It has certainly been a 
terrific season for vegetables this 
year. I haven’t seen such a wide 
variety of vegetables for sale in the 
shops for many years. Even plenty 
of cauliflowers too - lovely full white 
flowerettes on them too. 

(Believe one of the suppliers had so 
much silver beet to sell he suggested 
the shop give it away - needless to 
say it was whipped up in no time:) 
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Anyway bachto my meandering 
through the Hall: In the Preserves 
Section, Ngaire Douran had preserved 
a jar of almost every fruit one could 
name - even bananas. It makes one 
feel rather inadequate when one sees 
just how much time and effort some 
people had put into their entries. 
Ngaire’s name appeared again and 
again in the cooking section cul¬ 
minating in her novelty cake entry 
which this year featured Humphrey 
Bear standing near a tree. 

As well as having been busy in 
the vegetable garden, Marie Fresh¬ 
water had also spent a good deal of 
time in her kitchen and cooked all 
sorts of goodies for the Show. No¬ 
ticed her name in the Floral Art 
Section too. 

Wish I had space to tell you about 
all there was to see -- but in this 
issue of The News there's a complete 
list of the winners, at least, and 
you’ll enjoy browsing through it I 
know. 

I don't think I’ve seen Rawson Hall 
so full of happy, dancing people as 
it was on Saturday night, 16th Octo¬ 
ber. The reason for the gaiety? The 
Ray Price Qintet was providing the 
music for a N.I. Arts Council Caba¬ 
ret. The music was fantastic - all 
pre-war jazz - so good in fact that 
when the band took a breather, their 
records were amplified, and people 
danced on to the recorded music'. 

There was one group in particular 
who really enjoyed the evening. A 
group of visitors from Noumea, with 
more women than men, left no-one 
sitting out. They all got up and danced 
in a circle. They were soon joined by 
some local people - and had a ball: 
Music knows no language. 

The Ray Price Qintet, from Sydney, 
spend most of their time on tour and 
from Norfolk Island they are to travel 
through New Zealand, visiting some 
70 schools in 5 weeks. Their aim is 
to give children all over the country 
a chance to hear their music and learn 
something about their instruments. 

Ray Price explained during a chat 
with Beryl Lackey how jazz was now 
accepted as an art form and in fact 
there was now a Chair of Jazz at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music - 
a very big step forward from the time 
when he was sacked from a Sydney 
Orchestra in the 1930s for playing jazz: 

Unfortunately time did not permit 
the Qintet to visit the N. I. School as 
they arrived here on the Saturday after¬ 
noon and left again on Sunday morn¬ 
ing, but hopefully they'll be back for 
a longer stay. What a marvellous 
night it was! 

If by any chance you happen to find 
a piece of cardboard, in a plastic bag. 
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with a message written in "inverted 
musical keys" and wondered what on 
earth it could mean - well: Last 
Wednesday night members of the Wives 
and Mothers Club were sent off on a 
car trial which began and finished at 
the Leagues Club. All clues were 
very cleverly set out by Kathy Le- 
Cren and Pat Anderson, and were all 
song titles. And at each point along 
the route, it was necessary to answer 
a question - the answer being a num¬ 
ber. (Did you know that there are 
1096 palings on the fence of Bishops 
Courtl) How silly we must have look¬ 
ed scuttling around in the middle of 
the night with torches. What a twit 
I felt, too, being caught in the beams 
of a car's headlights, dangling over 
the end of the divingboard at the old 
Kingfisher swimming pool, to reach 
the next clue: The driver of the 
car too nearly ran off the road with 
surprise. At the end, all the numbers 
were totalled and the car load with 
total closest to the organisers was the 
winner. Ann Snell, Shelley Buffett 
and Heather Ely were the clever ones. 

It was great fun and thanks must go 
to Pat and Kathy for the time and 
thought they had given. The coffee 
and delicious savot ry supper were 
very much appreciated back at the 
Leagues Club; and the chance to com¬ 
pare experiences with other compet¬ 
itors brought forth many peals of 
laughter. I think everyone was re¬ 
lieved when we reached Kingston that 
the clue "Don't Fence Me In" did not 
eventuate in a trip through the cem¬ 
etery: 

The Eclipse of the Sun has been 
discussed over and over again in our 
house, with books dragged out and all 
details studied. The children had 
been made very aware of the dangers 
of looking at the sun during this 
phenomena. Through the generosity 
of Mr. Roy Smith and the concern of 
local Lions Club members - a film show 
was arranged to occupy the children 
through the hours of the eclipse. I'm 
sure many parents were very grateful 
to the gentlemen who gave up their 
time for the children of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. The children thoroughly enjoy¬ 
ed the show, and were not subjected 
to the temptation to "take a peek", 
and thus risk damaging their eyesight. 
Thanks, Lions: 

Well, all in all, it's been quite a 
busy, interesting month, hasn't it? 


Cheerio: — 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS R E TAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oili 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK &. CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PT Y. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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Portable Echo Sounders 


FEATURES 


"Light Trap" flasher dial permitting easy 

readouts in bright place 

Optional changeover for flasher only or for 

dual indication of flasher ami recorder 

Compact and handy design yet giving big 

expensive sounder's performance 

"White line" operation 

Fully silicon transistorized 

Reliable pulse generation by means of 

magnetic keying 

Zero line adjuster 

Reliable both in pleasure craft and com¬ 
mercial fishing boats 


I nternational DUTY FREE 
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SIR JOHN NIMMO apparently had a • 
great deal of difficulty grappling 
with the very first guideline that he 
was instructed to take into account 
in making his report on Norfolk. 

His Letters Patent directed him 
that "The inquiry and recommenda¬ 
tions are to extend to and take into 
account (a) the interests of Norfolk 
Island residents;..." 

He makes no recommendations on 
the subject, and makes numerous 
comments on the difficulty he had 
in finding out what residents wanted. 

' "At the hearings of the Commission 
a determined effort was made to as¬ 
certain the wishes of the residents of 


the Island in relation to its future, " 
he writes. "Save that they agreed 
that there should be at least some 
star of domestic autonomy they were 
hopelessly divided." 

But somehow on page 78 he was able 
to start listing 17 specific points which 
he says "were finally isolated as gen¬ 
uine interests," and which "stretch 
across all types of residents but are 
essentially matters which were ex¬ 
pressed by individuals or groups as 
holding importance in their view. " 

The first three of these included 
freedom from income tax, freedom 
from death duty, preservation of the 
way of life of the Pitcairners and 
their remaining "historic rights", 
and "as large a degree of self-gov¬ 
ernment for the Island as is possible. " 

Having identified such interests, 
he discounted them, saying they 
were merely "subjective", and that 
it was essential for him to take an 
"objective" view. 

With this "objective” view, he 
concluded that "in general the most 
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The 15 Main Recommendations 

MADE BY THE ROYAL COW I SSI ON FOR THE FUTURE GOVERNMENT (F NORFOLK 


1. In the "Berwick" decision, the 
High Court of Australia decided 
that Norfolk is part of the Common¬ 
wealth. All citizens in the one 
country should have the same rights 
and duties. 

2. While there is little or no hard¬ 
ship on Norfolk Island because gov¬ 
ernment benefit payments are lower 
here than on the mainland, there is 
room for improvement. As Nor¬ 
folk is part of the Commonwealth, 
all mainland government benefit 
payments should apply fully on Nor¬ 
folk. 

3. People who receive full gov- 


NORF.OLK DIARY 
(continued from previous page) 

important overriding interest of Nor¬ 
folk Island residents is the preserva¬ 
tion and development of the entire 
Island as a healthy, prosperous and 
happy home for all its inhabitants 
and their descendants." 

That may be a good formula for 
writing the message on a Christmas 
greeting card, but it's so airy-fairy 
as to be meaningless in planning 
the Island's future form of govern¬ 
ment. 

We suspect Cedric Hampson QC 
was a lot closer to the mark when 
he said that "... the majority of Nor¬ 
folk Islanders want to be left alone 
as much as possible..." 

In various passages Sir John refers 
to the "intrinsic charms" of the Isl¬ 
and, but one fears he may be think¬ 
ing of little more than a pretty 
scene or a colourful sunset. He 
gives no evidence that he understood 
or even obs erved the powerful mag¬ 
netic pull that Norfolk Island has for 
many persons. He refers to what are 
obviously, to his way of thinking, 

"the manifest disadvantages stem¬ 
ming from the Island's isolation and 
its reduced amenities and services..." 

He seems to have completely mis¬ 
read the significance of the bicker¬ 
ing and back-biting that goes on in 
Norfolk or in almost any small com¬ 
munity. "A superficial friendliness 
and conviviality, "he says, "masks a 
deal of resentment and dislike among 
some of die groups. " 

We would have put it the other way 
around; resentment and dislike among 
some Island groups show from time to 
time, but underlying these are a tol- 


emment benefits have the obliga¬ 
tion to pay full government taxes. 
Taxes on Norfolk should therefore 
be the same as on the mainland. 

4. A large number of Norfolk resi¬ 
dents would prefer to pay local 
taxes, in support of a social bene¬ 
fit system suited to Norfolk. How¬ 
ever this is not a practical idea, 
for three reasons; 

(a) it would be an anomaly; 

(b) having two tax systems - 
one for Norfolk social benefits and 
one to support federal expenses 
such as defense, foreign affairs, 
the public service etc., would be 

erance and open-handedness that most 
of the rest of the world might envy. 

Sir John also, as we see it, never 
got below the surface of the Pitcairn 
heritage. He read the Island’s history, 
he found vegetables left on his door¬ 
step, and he listened to many wit¬ 
nesses at the hearings. But the wit¬ 
nesses, hammered by cross-examina¬ 
tion, found they couldn’t explain what 
they really meant. The Judge dissect¬ 
ed the evidence and found nothing. 

A right to live on Norfolk? A right 
to govern themselves as their ancestors 
did? "No legal foundation for them 
whatever," writes Sir John. 

A right to a special way of life? 
Merely "desirable customs", says Sir 
John, adding that he feels "they add 
colour and character to the Island 
and should be preserved, " as if they 
were folk dances or wooden shoes. 

He proposes that "some section with¬ 
in die Norfolk Island Public Service 
be made responsible for the preserva¬ 
tion of die Island’s traditions and cul- 

He was not impressed by die Isl¬ 
and's absence of any real gaol. 
"Substantial deficiencies in correc¬ 
tional facilities, ” he says, he adds 
that Norfolk has a "marked reluct¬ 
ance" to accept "the attitudes to¬ 
ward crime and punishment of a 
larger and more diverse society, " 
although he notes later that there 
isn't any serious crime on Norfolk. 

He left Norfolk after seeing some¬ 
thing of the place, presumably re¬ 
lieved to be going back to greater 
amenities and social services, bet¬ 
ter correctional facilities, more so¬ 
phisticated attitudes toward crime 
and punishment. We are soiry to 
conclude that he largely missed 
the message of the Island. 


"an administrative nightmare"; 

(c) it would create an unsatis¬ 
factory precedent. 

5. Except for die idea that there 
should be at least some local self- 
government, the people of the Isl¬ 
and are "hopelessly divided". It 
would be exceedingly difficult for 
this "small faction-riddled and 
confined community" to work out 
acceptable policies on major 
matters. The Commonwealth 
Government must therefore lay: 
down the policies on land develop¬ 
ment and ownership, social secur¬ 
ity, taxation, transport, tourism 
and other matters. 

6. Norfolk costs the Commonwealth 
Government $3 million or so a year, 
in return for which the "only gen¬ 
uine immediate value to Australia 
lies in its present weather research 
station". 

If Australia is to continue to ab¬ 
sorb such losses for the "susten¬ 
ance of Norfolk Island" it is for 
Australia to set down the terms 
on which it will do so. 

7. Sir John expects that if Aust¬ 
ralians on the mainland were ask¬ 
ed whether they approve of the 
Commonwealth spending on be¬ 
half of Norfolk, "die answer would 
be an emphatic negative", and a 
good case can be made for Aust¬ 
ralia's "physical abandonment of 
Norfolk Island.. with provision be¬ 
ing made to offer to accept its in¬ 
habitants as mainland immigrants". 

8. The principle of "equal rights 
and obligations for all Australian 
citizens" and of one single taxa¬ 
tion system should be set aside to 
permit immigration restrictions on 
Norfolk, the continuation of a 
separate postal system here, and 
die charging of local import duties. 

9. Land on Norfolk should be able 
to be sold only to other residents, 
unless the seller renounces his resi¬ 
dency after the sale, and leaves 
the Island. 

10. A local Council should have 
the right to spend locally-raised 
funds, and should have executive 
responsibility for roads, electricity, 
lighterage, building standards, fire 
prevention, immigration and the 
usual range of Shire matters. At 
the end of five years, Australia 
should consider whether this local 

(please turn to the next page) 
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AND THEIR AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


WISH TO THANK ALL ON NORFOLK WHOSE 
SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION HAVE BEEN 
A TREMENDOUS AID TO US DURING 1976 


AND TO SEND ALL OF YOU OUR MOST SINCERE 

WISHES FOR A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND FOR THE NEW YEAR 



MILTONS B.J.'S (Paradise) THE MILK BAR BURNS PHILP CAKRALINES 












THE 15 MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS (continued) AISO reCOnHTIGIICled 


• No voting wards on die Island 

• Commonwealth to pay Admin¬ 

istrator's salary 

• Norfolk able to attend South 

Pacific Conference and simi¬ 
lar meetings "where practi- j 
cable”. 

• Australian produce still import¬ 

able without sales tax 

• Commons to be fenced and 

grazed in rotation 

• 100 to 150 meter strip all around 

the Island to be put into 
Commonwealth reserves 

• New Admin section to preserve 

Pitcairn culture 

• Tourist limit of 20, 000 per year 

• Historic buildings restoration to 

continue 

• Headstone shut down; new gar¬ 

bage disposal system 

• Government pine forests to be re¬ 

afforested 

• Stricter town planning and build¬ 

ing controls 

• Australian restrictions on drugs 

that can be imported 

• Home for elderly should be built 

• Link with NSW school system to 

continue, but with Common¬ 
wealth supervision of standards 

• Population limit of 2, 000 

• Qantas to be replaced by Aust¬ 

ralian airline 

• Shipping monopoly from Australia 

• Overseas phone call prices to be 

raised 

• New police station in Burnt Pine 

with residences for Sergeant 
and one constable 

• Court of Petty Session able to im¬ 

pose fines or sentence offen¬ 
ders to community service 
labour 

• Commonwealth to retain law en - 

forcement responsibilities 

• Legal aid to be made available 


body ought to have additional pow¬ 
ers. 

11. Norfolk residents should be able 
to vote, in the Canberra electorate, 
for the member of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives who represents Canberra, 
and for the two Senators who repre¬ 
sent the Australian Capital Territ¬ 
ory; These men would then give 
Norfolk residents representation in 
the Australian Parliament. 

12. All past and future laws of the 
Commonwealth should apply on Nor¬ 
folk. unless a particular law specifi¬ 
cally mentions that Norfolk is not 
included in its provisions. 

13. Australia should enlarge the Nor¬ 
folk airport. Because the world is 
changing and the importance of the 
Norfolk airport could change rapidly, 
it should actually prove cheaper to 
expand the airport right now to a 
size that could handle Boeing 747s 
making international flights across 
die Pacific. 

14. The choices open to Australia, 
after consideration, are either to 
follow recommendations such as the 


PUN TO ABANDON N. I. 
HAS NOT BEEN WORKED 
OUT iN GREAT DETAIL 

AT THE OUTSET of his tecommen - 
dations on Norfolk's future. Sir John 
Nimmo says the Commonwealth 
should decide as soon as possible 
whether to "abandon Norfolk Island 
completely" or to carry on the "res¬ 
ponsibility of maintaining it as a vi¬ 
able community." 

The Report does not analyse very 
thoroughly what would be involved 
in abandoning the Island. 

Sir John does say that "If Australia 
were to relinquish responsibility for 
the Island, and no other nation 
shouldered it, there is no doubt a 
human problem of some significance 
would emerge. Without subsidisa¬ 
tion by Australia or some other na¬ 
tion, Norfolk's economy would col¬ 
lapse. Large numbers of its popu¬ 
lation would have to emigrate to.live 
at any reasonable standard and the 
remainder would revert to a relative¬ 
ly primitive subsistence type of sur¬ 
vival. Australia, or some other na¬ 
tion, could offer to accept the Nor¬ 
folk Islanders as immigrants..." 

Later in the Report he adds one 
further bit of detail on the procedure 
to be followed in abandonment. If 
"the decision be made to follow 


ones above, or to abandon Norfolk 
Island. Two other choices are not 
acceptable, in the Royal Commis¬ 
sioner's view: 

(a) Independence would result in 
further subjugation of the Pitcairn 
descendants, would "plunge the Isl¬ 
and into a major economic depres¬ 
sion" and would leave Norfolk "vul¬ 
nerable should its region ever be¬ 
come of strategic or economic im¬ 
portance". 

(b) A Norfolk government "in 
association with Australia", along 
the lines of the association between 
New Zealand and some of its former 
territories, would be “not free from 
problems" and would be "inappro¬ 
priate in the present context". 

15. A referendum on the Island on 
the question of independence (or, 
presumably, on other alternative 
forms of Norfolk government -- 
editor's note) should not be held for 
at least five years, because " the 
last ten to fifteen years have been 
so upsetting a period for the Island" 
that it is doubtful whether the real 
issues could be appreciated. 


Britain's example and abandon an 
obvious economic liability." he says, 
"ihen it would be wise for the Gov¬ 
ernment to plan immediately for a 
smooth phasing out of its control of 
the Island. In that event every 
assistance and opportunity should be 
given those residents of the Island 
who wish to migrate to the Austral¬ 
ian mainland to do so." 

In a separate part of the Report. 

Sir John conjures up a vision that 
might solve the whole problem, 
with a little co-operation from 
nature; "... if (the Island) sank in 
the Pacific following an earthquake, 
intending holiday makers would 
soon find an alternative, " he notes. 


RECOMMENDATIONS COULD 
BECOME LAW QUITE SOON 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT, 
not only long but in short supply on 
the Island, gave rise to some mis¬ 
understandings in the week after it 
was issued. 

One impression that spread quick¬ 
ly was that "it doesn't matter that 
much, because it wouldn't be put 
into effect for another five years. " 

The reference to five years was 
probably related to Sir John Nimmo's 
comment that after five years of the 
proposed new state of affairs, "there 
is no reason why an extension of 


those powers (that is, the Shire-type 
powers he suggests for die locally- 
elected Council -- Ed.) should not 
be considered." 

Possible action on Sir John's recom¬ 
mendations should fall within this 
timetable: 

-- Australia has ample powers to 
put any or all of the recommenda¬ 
tions into effect immediately. Some 
changes, such as the extension of 
mainland income.: tax to Norfolk, 
could probably be made without any 
Parliamentary consideration, and in 
the ligjht of past actions, could quite 
possibly be made restrospectively to 
the date of the Report or earlier. 

-- However, in notifying the Isl- 
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and that the Report had been com¬ 
pleted, die Minister for Admini¬ 
strative Services (Sen. Withers) said 
that the Department wished to have 
the comments of Council within two 
months, as it was contemplated that 
the report would be going into the 
Government's legislative machinery 
about this coming March. It would 
therefore seen extremely unlikely 
that any actions arising from the Re¬ 
port would be introduced in Parlia¬ 
ment at least until Council has had 
a chance to comment. 


EARLY AOMIN SUPPORT, 
THOUGH TAKE-HOME PAY 
MAY BE OUT FOR SOME 

ADMINISTRATION STAFF at Kings¬ 
ton seemed, in the few days after 
the Nimmo Report became available 
on the Island, to feel its recommen¬ 
dations would be good for Norfolk -- 
although no one could be certain, in 
late November, what the views of 
any group would finally prove to be. 

Sir John proposes that virtually all 
present Admin functions will trans¬ 
fer from Australian control to locilly- 


elected control. This would take the 
118 or so Administration employees 
out of the Australian Public Service 
system and put them under the con¬ 
trol of a Council or "Assembly" elect¬ 
ed by their neighbours. 

The days of having the security of 
the Australian P. S. would be over. 

The money to pay Admin costs would 
no longer come from Canberra budget 
approvals, but from what could be 
raised on the Island through customs, 
the Post Office, Bond Store and other 
money-earners. 

Admin salaries would amost certain¬ 
ly be raised from about 92<Jk of Aust¬ 
ralian rates for equivalent P. S. rates 
to a full 100<5fc. 

But income tax deductions would 
reduce many Kingston, Airport and 
Works Depot workers to less cash pay 
than they take home now. 

Accurate sums will have to be work¬ 
ed out by trained tax accountants, 
but an amateur set of calculations 
worked out for The News seems to in¬ 
dicate that -- 

An Admin employee now earning 
$138 per week, married and with two 
children under 16, will (assuming he 
is raised from 92 °k of / ustralian rates 
to lOO^fc) receive almost exactly the 


saine take-home pay as he gets now. 
Anyone earning above $138 p.w. now- 
with a wife and two children-will 
take home less, after a rise and in¬ 
come tax deductions, than he does 

If he is earning much more - - say 
$200 p.w. or more, as Department 
Heads and others are - - die cut in 
cash-in-the-envelope pay will be sub¬ 
stantial. 

Those rough calculations are for a 
man whose wife isn’t working. If she 
does, the break-even level drops sharp 
ly; anyone now on $106 p.w. or more 
will lose out, on weekly take-home pay, 
under the proposed new deal -- still 
assuming Norfolk P.S. rates are immed¬ 
iately moved up to lOO^fc of Australian 
P.S. rates for the same grade. 

The same would apply, of course, 
to women working at the Admin, if 
their husbands are also employed. 

While husband’s and wife’s earnings 
can now both be put into the weekly 
family budget for spending, there 
would be a tax bite of $10-$20 a week 
taken out under die Nimmo plan -- 
much more if both husband and wife 
are on good salary rates and painfully 
more if there are no children as de¬ 
ductions. 


^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXNX 

\ rain\ 

OR X 
FINE! X 

! 


X AT 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
X ONE OF NORFOLK’S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... 

X 

Luncheon in the Garrison Courtyard 

UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE J 

COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS 
AND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEA LAND STEA K, 

GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN’. 

bowls of crisp tossed salad...hot, crusty French bread & butter 



Children’s portio 


G the . 

arrison 


X IN THE EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri and Sat.; please book-2073 O 

^xxxx\xxxxxxxxx\x\xxxxx\xxx\x>xxxxxx>x\xx\vc^x^xX 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 
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WIDE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TWO LAWYERS; 

CEDRlt HAHPSON Q.C., SENIOR COUNSEL AT THE 
HEARINGS, SAW THE WHOLE THINS QUITE DIFFERENTLY 


SIR JOHN NIMMO'S plan for Nor¬ 
folk's future Is radically different 
from die conclusions reached by 
Cedric Hampson Q. C., the coun¬ 
sel who assisted the Royal Commis¬ 
sion by drawing out evidence during 
the hearings. 

Here is a highlight summary of 
what Mr. Hampson thought the evi¬ 
dence showed on six points. 

■ 

"Australianising" Norfolk 
Mr. Hampson: "... if the major¬ 
ity of Norfolk Islanders want to be 
left alone as much as possible, 
there is no good reason why Aust¬ 
ralia should not leave them alone 
as much as possible. ” 

■ 

Historical rights 

Mr. Hampson: "... the evidence 


discloses a historical right of die 
Pitcairners to live on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and" — aqd the right to exclude 
others from living on Norfolk is 
"a necessary correlative of the 
historical right to li ve on Norfolk. 


Social Benefits 

Mr. Hampson: "Is there suffi¬ 
cient reason to change the system 
which seems to have worked well 
enough and to have had their sup¬ 
port for many years past? Is the 
best solution not to maintain the 
existing system and to effect im¬ 
provements within it rather than to 
replace it with a new system?" 

■ 

Level of local executive powers 
Mr. Hampson: "... there is no 


reason to believe that in time the 
Norfolk Island Council would be un¬ 
able to exercise all die legislative 
powers which are presently exer¬ 
cised in respect of any geographic 
part of a State of Australia by the 
local authority for that part and by 
the Parliament of that State." 

B 

Town planning authority 
Mr. Hampson: "The Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Council immediately should be 
given the powers similar to those 
given to the local authority for a 
small town in Australia, that is to 
say matters of licensing, town plan¬ 
ning, roadworks and so on." 

B 

Australian laws to apply 

Mr. Hampson: ".. .such laws of 
the Commonwealth Parliament as 
are intended to apply to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. The type of law which we 
have in mind is... currency, bank¬ 
ing, marriage, divorce and matri¬ 
monial causes, bankruptcy, air and 
sea navigation, foreign affairs and 
soon..." 


PUBLIC RELATIONS WORK by 
the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment to promote support on 
the mainland for Sir John Nim- 
mo's recommendations began 
promptly after die tabling of 
his report. 

The editorial reprinted to the 
right appeared in the Sydney 
Morning Herald during the 
week of November 21st. 

It can confidently be assum¬ 
ed that die Herald writer re¬ 
sponsible had not devoted the 
days necessary to gain even a 
limited undemanding of the 
Nimmo Report, and that the 
opinions that die Report is ”em- 
minently sensible" and that 
“the Government should act 
on it as soon as possible" are 
obviously opinions the Herald 
accepted from outside. 

The "News" is sure the Herald 
acted in good faith and that it 
was assured die Nimmo plan is 
good for Norfolk. We regret 
that the Herald has lent its 
powerful voice without forming - 
its own views on a matter that 
will deeply affect the Island. 


“News” 
Editorial 
-page 40 


Canpalgn starts on Finland to promote quick 
acceptance of Royal Commission recommendations 


Norfolk Island 


PREOCCUPIED as it may be with larger 
national issues, the Federal Government 
would be foolish , to pigeon-hole the 
report by Mr Justice Nimmo on the 
constitutional future of Norfolk Island. 
For too long this green speck far out in 
the Pacific has been allowed to drift along 
With its status as a' Commonwealth 
territory undearly defined. Now Mr 
Justice Nimmo, after an 18-month 
inquiry as a Royal Commissioner, has 
home out with an eminently sensible find¬ 
ing. The Government, he says, must 
make an early decision whether to 
abandon Norfolk Island completely or 
"continue to accept responsibility for 
{maintaining it as a viable community.” 

The former course would be totally 
unrealistic, despite emotional calls by 
militant factions among the islanders for 
* referendum to decide whether Norfolk 
island should become an independent 
republic. The truth is that apart from an 
inflow of tourists the island has 
scant else to sustain itself economic¬ 
ally. To go it alone would be 
Suicidal for such a small community. The 
alternative, the total integration of 
Norfolk Island into AustraUa, with its 
Residents enjoying the rights — and 
Responsibilities — of all other Aus- 


(editorial reprinted from die 
Sydney Morning Herald) 

tralians, is the correct recommendation. 
This would mean islanders voting in 
Federal elections, and receiving all wel¬ 
fare and health benefits the Federal 
Government now dispenses. It would also 
mean that the residents there would be 
subject to the same taxation imposed on 
other Australians — and, importantly, a 
closing off of 'the last of the loopholes by 
which mainlanders, by registering com¬ 
panies on the island, have evaded pay¬ 
ment of millions of dollars in death, 
stamp and gift duties. 

In his report Mr Justice Nimmo shows 
he is not unsympathetic to the aspirations 
of most Norfolk Islanders or the complex 
social structure and delicate ecology of 
this island in the sun. JJe suggests the 
island’s presefit Advisory Council be 
replaced by a semi-autonomous Territory 
Assembly with powers to raise revenue 
for local purposes and to regulate immi¬ 
gration. The judge also recommends an 
upper limit of 20,000 visitors to the 
island a year, so as not to disrupt its 
leisurely ways of life or intrude too much 
on its original residents, descendants of 
Botlnty mutineers resettled from Pitcairn 
Island. The Nimmo Report is a sound 
document, and the Government should 
act on it quickly as possible. 
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TOURISM 

TOURISM WOULD BE ADVERSELY 
affected by the Royal Commission 
recommendations - -at least for 
some considerable time. 

In the long run of years, Norfolk's 
tranquility and simplicity would 
probably once again attract a con¬ 
siderable tourist trade, especially 
as the world's population explo¬ 
sion makes tranquility and simpli¬ 
city harder to find. 

But the immediate effects would 
make Norfolk a more expensive holi¬ 
day for Australians and New Zealan¬ 
ders considering ahfere to travel. 

Sir John Nimmo says in his report 
that "it behoves policy makers and 
administrator alike to do nothing 
which may place the tourist indus¬ 
try in jeopardy or even cause its 
downturn." 

If tourism should turn down, he 
says, "The Island would be unable 
to pay for its imported necessities 
and a large part of its essential ser¬ 
vices. "■ 

But his recommendations mean 
that Norfolk's tourist industry would 
be worse off, competitively. 

The problem would be added 
costs. 

These costs would include salary 
rises - - assuming that employees 
would expect to get increases to 
cover their newly-added income tax 
withholdings from weekly pay. 

They would also include the cost 
of workers compensation payments, 
and the expense of additional account¬ 
ing work; tax records and returns are 
an additional load on the accounting 
staff of a business now concerned only 
with keeping track of income and out¬ 
go- 

Second round of cost 
Increases soon after 

And not too long after the Nimmo 
recommendations went into effect, 
there would be a second ro. nd of cost 
increases. 

As each Island business raised its 
prices a bit to cover new salary and 
other costs, its customers would find 
their monthly bills were higher. 

Except for businesses that are now 
so profitable that extra costs can be ■ 
absorbed out of excessive profits, 
cost increases would need to be band¬ 
ed on to customers in the form of 
price rises. 

To start with an obvious example, 
lighterage rates would go up. 

Assuming lighterage workers expect 
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"Do nothing to place tourism In jeopardy," says 
Sir John — and then places.tourism In jeopardy 

to take home no less cash for their ent of *e entire tourist industry". 


efforts than they're getting now -.- 
which seems only a reasonable assump¬ 
tion - - the Admin would have to 
charge more for lighterage to cover 
its higher.expenses. 

The same thing could happen at 
the power station, but a problem 
would occur there. Commonwealth 
employees (who maintain the sta¬ 
tion) are on 100% of Australian pay 
rates now, but pay no tax. Whe¬ 
ther they would be willing to accept 
1C)% or so less in their pay packets, 
after income tax withholding was 
taken out, is uncertain. It may be 
that they'd just have to accept the 
cut in take-home pay. 

It would take an economic ex¬ 
pert to say exactly how such cost 
increases would affect the price of 
tourist accommodation on Norfolk, 
but Tourist Board President Phil Page 
guesses, without studying the ques¬ 
tion, that the cost of a room for a 
night would probably have to go up 
about 30%. 

Mainland travel agents charge 
at least 15% commission (in some 
cases, where agents are pressuring 
for more money, it has become 20%) 
and that commission would lift the 
tourist's accommodation cost-increase 
by another 5±%, making a total rise 
of around 35%. 

Would a 35% rise in accommoda¬ 
tion costs have any effect on the 
number of people deciding to visit 
Norfolk for a holiday? 

There's no way of being sure with¬ 
out trying it, but common sense 
says it would make many people 
think again about where they would 
spend their holidays. 

Meanwhile Norfolk's "dut ; -free" 
shops would have been going through 
a similar cost-increase experience. 

Perhaps they're all so profitable 
that higher wages and other costs 
can be absorbed, on the grounds that 
"we had a good run for a while, now 
we have to accept less profit. " 

But the impression of the News 
staff is that few shops if any are mak¬ 
ing that much profit. 

If "duty-free" shops in Burnt Pine 
are, on the whole, making only a 
reasonable return on their owners' 
investment, cost increases would 
have to be passed on in the form of 
higher prices. 

"Duty-free" prices on Norfolk are 
often attractive bargains now. Sir 
John Nimmo says that Burnt Pine 
shopping "is an important compon- 
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But in many lines the edge over 
Sydney prices for the same item is 
getting thinner and thinner. 

It would take an economic expert 
to say how much a 5% or 10% in¬ 
crease would reduce the "bargain" 
atmostphere of Burnt Pine. It cer¬ 
tainly wouldn’t be helped, and it 
might be hurt enough to matter. 

Should: Norfolk Worry about whe¬ 
ther tourists have good value in 
accommodation and in "duty-free" 
buying in Burnt Pine? Does it 
really matter to the Island's true 
interests? 

■‘basis of Norfolk's 
economy Is fragile 
...very vulnerable" 

Sir John Nimmo says it matters 
greatly. In his words "Norfolk's 
economy would be adversely affect¬ 
ed in consequence. Such a rever¬ 
sal could, moreover, occur with 
startling rapidity. At the risk of 
repetition it cannot be over¬ 
emphasised that the very basis of 
Norfolk's present economy is some¬ 
what fragile and very vulnerable 
to forces which may tend to repel 
tourist spending. ” 

He adds later that attention should 
be drawn, in ’Jurying to assess the vi¬ 
tal importance of tourism to the pre¬ 
sent economy of Norfolk Island is the 
correlation between growth of tour¬ 
ist numbers and the increase in pub¬ 
lic revenue. ” 

The Royal Commission report es¬ 
timates that about $1, 000, 000 a year 
can be taken out of Norfolk through 
the installation of mainland-level 
income taxes. 

The report does not estimate the 
additional sum involved in workers 
compensation costs or in added 
accounting work to keep the necess¬ 
ary records. 

Norfolk competes for tourists 
against other destinations such as New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, Fiji, Singa¬ 
pore and Honolulu, and with attrac¬ 
tive "package tours" being offered to 
such places die competition has been 
increasing. 

The Royal Commission proposals 
would unquestionably worsen the Isl¬ 
and's ability to compete. 

"... income tax affects not only 
final profits, but of course costs, and 
hence competitiveness..." Sir John 
acknowledges. 

10 



COUNCILLORS CALL FOR EARLY PUBLIC VIEWS: 400 ATTEND HASS KETItt 


A PUBLIC MEETING called by the 
members of Council on November 
23 at Rawson Hall heard about 20 
residents express their early reac¬ 
tions to the Royal Commission re¬ 
port and its recommendations. 

People who wanted to express their 
views at the meeting had been asked 
to place iheir names on a list, and 
were called on to speak in the order 
their names bad been written down. 
Here are highlights. 

GRAHAM HITCHENS, president of 
the Citizens Association, said "On 
behalf of the Citizens Association I 
wish to say that we feel the Council 
is the body to lead the Island on this 
matter, and would like to support 
you in every respect." 

The recommendations of the re¬ 
port, Mr. Hitchens said, "could 
cause our tourist trade to fail, as 
so many others have done in the 
past." 

"Norfolk Island does not need to 
accept the Royal Commission Report," 
Mr. Hitchens said- 

□ 

NEIL HALLEY McINTYRE said that 
he did not feel it should serve any pur¬ 
pose to dwell on grievances — griev¬ 
ances because the Commission Report 
dwells on the bad Administration Nor¬ 
folk has had in the past. 

"Having said that, ” Mr. McIntyre 
continued, "he proceeds to astronomi¬ 
cal figures" about what the Island costs 
Australia, which Sir John Nimmo 
accepted without question. 

Sir John seemed to Mr. McIntyre to 
have "somehow suffered a change” 
in the course of die Royal Commission. 
At the outset he had said he was not 
concerned with what the law then was 
concerning Norfolk Island, but wbat 
it should be in the future. The Ber¬ 
wick case had altered that thinking, 
Mr. McIntyre feh. 

D 

DANNY LUSK said that be fully 
supported the idea that die commun¬ 
ity should support the Council in 
dealing with die report. 

He said he much regretted that the 
question of taxation had been raised. 

He related a story of having been talk¬ 
ing years ago with Bill Blucber's grand¬ 
father, who had told him that the Isl¬ 
and must never let income tax come 
to Norfolk, as it would be die finish 
of the Island's way of life. 

He felt that taxes and death duties 
were the most important matters in 
the report that should be considered 
at this stage. 


BILL UNDERWOOD said be thought 
there was "one small legal point mat 
Sir John slipped up on." This was the 
recommendation that property be able 
to be sold to non-residents only if the 
sale would result in no more people 
coming into the Island than would be 
leaving. 

Wives often outlive their husbands, 
he said, and if a widow should wish 
to sell her property, it ought to be 
considered that her husband had "al¬ 
ready departed, " and the property 
should be able to be sold to an in¬ 
coming couple. 

□ 

PETER MIDDLETON said be felt 
the report was well researched, and 
mat it set out its views with clarity 
and logic. 

He felt*the premise of the report 
was that me Berwick decision settled 
most major matters for the Island. 

"The Berwick decision may be 
challengeable, " said Mr. Middleton, 
"but personally I'm a bit sceptical 
about that." 

He felt diat if me decision was not 
challenged, the Island was faced 
with me alternatives of independence 
or of limited self-government with 
a Referendum at the end of five yean. 

Mr. Middleton said he objected to 
a number of me report's recommenda¬ 
tions, including income tax, social 
services, incorporation of Norfolk 
in me Canberra electorate and the 
denial of me Assembly's right to 
raise loans. 

□ 

CAROL ADAMS said she felt me 
meeting was "ratiier superfluous and 
rather stupid... tamer ridiculous" be¬ 
cause only 200 copies of me report 
had been sent to the Island and few 
people had read it. She felt the was 
me of me few who had, Bid that me 
meeting really should be held at 
least mree or four weeks after me 
report reached the Island. 

Mri. Adams said she was "fully in 
agreement with Sir John Nlmmo’t 
report" and mat if it were imple¬ 
mented in full, within five or six 
years me Island would have " level¬ 
ed Itself out for me benefit of every¬ 
body." 

She concluded by saying she thought 
everyone should support the report's 
recommendations "because Sir John 
has put a lot of work into it, and he 
is a just and earnest man. and his 
report is very just." 

□ 


GILBERT JACKSON said mat "99* 
of me evidence" given to me Royal 
Commission had failed ho convince 
mat the evidence was right. 

He mentioned that the report bad 
been called "electrifying" in me 
local weekly paper, "but it wasn't 
electrifying to me elderly people, 
if they're living on a meagre $15 
a week." 

He said me most important thing 
about me report was the'benefits 
mat would flow from it, saying mat 
"mere’s $82, 000 that’s being missed 
out to mothers per week." 

He mentioned Sir John's reference 
to divisiveness on Norfolk, saying 
"me divisiveness is between me 
wealthy and me poor of mis Island. " 

Mr. Jackson said be was sure me 
Island did not need to worry about 
a tax on land; in Australia and New 
Zealand this kind of tax is handled 
only by local Shires and Councils, 

As to me imposition of death du¬ 
ties on Norfolk, he said, "anyone 
who passes away with $90, 000 de¬ 
serves to lose some of it. ” 

□ 

BRIAN NUNN raised four topics. 

First he asked what me report, 
meant by "representation". "Do 
they mink mat putting 900 people 
into an electorate of 80, 000 people 
gives them representation? 

"The implications are hard, " he 
said, "and the benefits minimal. ” 

Next he accepted fully mat what 
benefits me Island wanted it should 
pay foe. and mat tax was a very 
fair means of doing this. 

But he felt Sir John had been mis¬ 
taken in saying that most residents 
were willing to pay "Australian tax¬ 
es, ot preferably local taxes." Mr. 
Nunn said he thought everyone was . 
willing to pay taxes, but only if m tf 
were paid to Norfolk Island. 

"I think Sir John mought we were 
looking for anarchy," he said, "hot 
we are looking for democracy, * 

Mr. Nunn's last point was mat he 
mought me electors of the Island 
should support me men they'd elect¬ 
ed. 

□ 

RAY NO BBS said he found die re¬ 
port "able and convincing", and tbit 
he considered many of Its recommenda¬ 
tions good. 

"Others, I totally disagree with, 
and believe they would change our 
way of life." he added. 

He was not convinced mat these 
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recommendations were necessary, 
and believed That if people on the Isl¬ 
and felt alike, they ought to try to 
convince the Comrttonwealth Gov¬ 
ernment that their rights need not be 
taken away. 

He believed life on Norfolk was 
ijever meant to be easy, but a con¬ 
tinual challenge, and said he thought 
those favouring a welfare state should 
consider where it was likely to lead 
them. 

a 

GEORGE PLANT observed that there 
had been many comments about 
people's readiness to support the 
Council. 

"This presumes that Council has 
made up its mind," he said, adding 
that the Council had not been elect¬ 
ed on their being for or against the 
Nimmo Report. 

People could only support Coun¬ 
cil, or otherwise, after knowing what 
Council was proposing, he said. 

He congratulated Carol Adams 
and Gilbert lackson for their com¬ 
ments, and said he thought there 
was a lot of good in the report. 

□ 

ELVA YAGER said she would like 
the Council and the Island's people -- 
people who love Norfolk -- to give 
the report serious thought, and study 


it. 

She thought that if the report’s 
recommendation for taxes was accept¬ 
ed, "so much of our way of living 
will be taken away from us." 

The report was "the greatest de¬ 
cision any Norfolk Islander will make 
in his life, " she said. 

She asked how many people had 
seen how old people lived in Sydney. 
They received pensions, she said, 

"but first they have to pay for the 
roof over their heads, and there is 
not much left after that." 

"Old people here have love shower¬ 
ed on them, " she said. 

□ 

MERA MARTIN saiu that a lot of 
people remain silent in such discus¬ 
sions. and wondered how Council 
would know their views. 

"Nothing has been said about the 
Racial Discrimination Act," she 
said, but many were concerned 
about it. 

"Is there some way the silent 
majority can be given a say?" she 
asked. 

□ 

VAL NOBBS said she was one of 
the silent ones. 

She thought it was encouraging 
that so many had attended the meet¬ 
ing, because it revealed that they 


were interested in the Island. 

"I believe we should read the re¬ 
port and ask for Divine guidance, " 
she said, "for the welfare of the 
Island, not for ourselves. " 

D 

BERYL PALMER said the report 
recommended that "constant care 
be exercised" to keep duties low 
and protect low-duty shopping. 

But she asked how, if there were 
taxes to be paid, prices could be 
kept low, "for tourism, which is our 
livelihood. ” 

□ 

STEVE NOBBS said he had not reac 
all the report, but that he could see 
parts that were good and parts he 
felt were bad. 

He felt it was bad that the Com¬ 
monwealth would have all powers ex¬ 
cept for a few, particularly includ¬ 
ing power over all land: 

'This is our birthright, ” he said. 

He said, 'I don't mind taxation, 
provided the taxation stops here. " 

□ 

DAN YAGER was the night’s final 
speaker, earning heavy applause with 
a speech the full text of which was 
"Norfolk Island has existed very well 
since 1856, and I can see no cause 
for change now. ■" 



‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valley View 

RESTAURANT 

I S LAN D - OWNED 

Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to tne family on a budget: 

Mon.. Tues.. Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

Thursday our special “Baked Dinner Island Style' 1 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for 85 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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(5OUNCILIJRANSCRIPT 


AT A SPECIAL meeting Novem¬ 
ber 25, Council began consid¬ 
ering the Royal Commission Re¬ 
port on Norfolk's future. 

They had heard some mem¬ 
bers of the public speak two 
nights previously, at a large 
meeting. But the Report was too 
complicated to digest quickly, 
and only Cr. McIntyre was pre¬ 
pared to give a general opinion 
of what the Report may mean 
for the Island. 

But all Councillors had a say. 


BLUCHER: "COUNCIL'S OOM- 



Cr. Blucher started ott. pro¬ 
posing a motion (which was ap¬ 
proved) including the following 
points: 

"... that the Minister, Snr. 

R. G. Withers, be advised that it be 
Council's intent to submit its recom¬ 
mendations based on Sir John Nimmo's 


report direct to him as Minister for 
the Territory of Norfolk Island; that 
the Minister also be advised that al¬ 
though Council's role, according to 
the Norfolk Island Act, be that of an 
advisory nature nonetheless respect¬ 
fully reminds the Minister that by a 
democratic procedure under die Nor¬ 
folk Island Council Ordinance 1960-72 
councillors are elected to represent 
the voice of the people of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and and therefore Council’s communi¬ 
cations in these circumstances will be 
direct to the Minister, for the Mini¬ 
ster's full consideration and not that 
of Inter-Departmental officers. 

"Council regard it as imperative 
and proper that discussions and deliber¬ 
ations on the Royal Commission Report 
Into Norfolk Island for recommendation 
to the Australian Government by a De¬ 
partmental Committee be held toge¬ 
ther with the Norfolk Island Council at 
first hand, prior to any final decisions. 

"Council is of the firm opinion that 
it is better equipped to make any fi¬ 
nal deliberations with relation to the 
welfare of Norfolk Island and its 
people than anyone who has not lived 


on the island and, in particular, indi¬ 
viduals who perhaps have not even visit¬ 
ed Norfolk Island, irrespective of what 
level of Government they may be at. 

"Council trusts that the Minister 
accepts the foregoing in the spirit in 
which it is. intended." 


SNELL: "I CAN ONLY DO 



Cr. Snell: "Obviously, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, my comments on the Nimmo 
Report are those that flow from the 
people. My personal views on the 
document are of such that I prefer to 
keep them to myself for the time be¬ 
ing. There have been a lot of views 
expressed and some of them have 
been either right or wrong but I'm 
not going to be the Judge of diem. 1 
shall wait until 1 can collate as much 
information regarding the views of 
the people as I can before I make a 
decision on it. All I can do is agree 
with you that the recommendation on 
page 342 that for at least five years 
the status of Norfolk Island and its con- 







stitutional relationship with Australia 
remain that of a territory of the Com¬ 
monwealth of Australia is probably 
the most pertinent at this stage. 

On reading through the document 
it appears that there is some difference 
of opinion with the evidence put for¬ 
ward and the conclusion arrived at 
by the Judge. 

"These will probably need some 
clarification. 

1 have no personal axe to grind 
regarding any item/proposal/evidence/ 
recommendation in this Commission, 
and therefore I can only state that I 
can only do what the people advise 
me and recommend that I do, Mr. 
Chairman." 

SMITH: "I WILL SUPPORT THE 
TOARiMCuS DeCiSiCn 6f— 



Cr. Smith: "Well, Mr. Chairman, 
I've studied this report very carefully 
and at this stage I have made up my 
mind what my feelings are on this 
report, but I don't intend to give 
that information until our Wednes¬ 
day meeting. 

However, I have spoken to a lot 
of people and I still have a lot more 
people to get around to to seek out 
their feelings - and I think I've got 
the general feeling - and by the time 
of our meeting on Wednesday. 1st 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


December, I will have a clearer 
picture of the people's requirements. 

" As elected representative of the 
people, I've always stated that I 
will support the wishes of the people 
but in this case, Mr. Chairman, I 
will support the unanimous decision 
of Norfolk Island residents, not part 
of; and in that case if it's not unan¬ 
imous then I will divulge my own 
personal view on this report... “ 


McINTYRE: "THE DECISION 



WHEN IT CAME Cr. McIntyre's 
turn, he asked leave to speak at 
length. He then delivered a 30- 
minute paper that swept through 
many aspects of die Nimmo Re¬ 
port in close detail. We're sorry 
that space limitations allow us 
to reprint only the following bits 
of it, which don't do the paper 
justice at all. 

"On page 81 he says of Norfolk 
Island and Australia; 

"' This could lead to inequitable 
treatment to parties within die one 
nation. 

"On page 349 he says: 

” ' It is wholly anomalous that any 
Australian citizen should not possess 
a vote with respect to his national 


parliament.'" 

"Now these last quotes are, with 
respect, quite inconsistent to what I 
first quoted showing huge scope 
offered to Norfolk Island by the Ber¬ 
wick case, and, because the Ber¬ 
wick is a case about all external 
territories and not just Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. it is equally inconsistent to find 
him saying at page 176 that the con¬ 
clusions he draws from Berwick about 
Norfolk Island do not apply to Cocos 
and Christmas. 

’There has to be a choice -- either 
the logic reaches all external terri¬ 
tories or it reaches none. 

"In his main proposition, he says 
that because of die Berwick case, 
prima facie Norfolk Island is the 
same thing as Australia. 

"This means an end to our separ¬ 
ate dudes of customs, to our separ¬ 
ate post office and stamps and cer¬ 
tainly to our immigration. 

"You cannot adopt Sir John's argu¬ 
ment in this sense and then keep Aust¬ 
ralians out of what he thinks is part of 
Australia. 

"He himself however does not see 
that inconsistency and recommends 
the retention of immigration on page 
272. 

"Finally, on a matter of law, the 
Acts Interpretation Act makes it clear 
that the word "Australia" or "Com- 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

titoH 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every niRht there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana” ; TUESDAY Housie; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY South Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to "Toofey"; FRIDAY ”Disco 
Night"; SATURDAYa candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 

prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 

bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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ISLAND 



for DECEMBER 


^ what’s on 
►where to find it 

► best shopping 

► Norfolk calendar 

► tides-sun -moon 


► opening & closing times 

► airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

► shipping information 

► Island map 

■CM 

...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 




























EXTEND TO ALL ON NORFOLK ISLAND. INCLUDING 
OUR MANY VISITORS AT THIS TIME OF YEAR. 
BEST WISHES FOR A PEACEFUL. HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
AND A SATISFYING LIFE IN THE COMING YEAR. 



PniinR ARE PLEA * ED TO PRESENT FOR YOUR 
rtUUUD CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SHOPPING 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



DIAMOND RUBY SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



I 






PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SOOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; Open from 8. 00am 
to 11.30am and again from 12.15 
to 4.00pm Monday through Thurs¬ 
day; on Friday, 9.00am to 12.30 
and from 1.15 to 5. 00pm 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TEI£PHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N. I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
i0-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; The Milk 
flar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sim; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ ; Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbadi school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PAI NT IN GS. . . W EA VINGS. . . LO VE L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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WHATEVER CAMERA 
YOU HAVE 
YOU HAVE 
SEE THIS 



WE HAVE ONE NOW 
FOR INSPECTION ONLY 


WE'LL HAVE A FEW 
FOR SALE AT $137.50 
LATER THIS MONTH 


CAMERA LI N ES 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO, 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 ONE MAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

NORFOLK ISLAND MILK BAR 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to tbe cooplete holiday oini-oart - 

★Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


noru 7 nivc _7 on +« o (Except Sunda y** when wc s et an * are 

UrtN I UAlO I *v>U 31 lO g pi only from 9 am to 7 prti -- sorry about that.... ) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements...‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



n 

People who wear an Omega know why. 



MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 
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Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



The Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON 


TUE 




'HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN DECEMBER 


Dec. 2, 1858 16 Pitcairners leave 
Norfolk to return to Pitcairn. 

Dec. 7, 1880 St. Barnabas Chapel 
was consecrated. 

Dec. 11, 1792 Population figures; 
Sydney l,256;Parramatta 1,845; 
Norfolk Island 1,121. 

Dec. 14, 1800 First executions on 
Norfolk: two hanged for mutiny. 


Dec. 18, 1863 Second group (27 
people) return to Pitcairn. 

Dec. 23, 1787 HMS Bounty leaves 
England for the South Seas. 
Dec.25,1789 Lt. King issues l|lb. 
fresh pork & 21b. flour to each 
convict on Norfolk. 

Dec. 29, 1853 Order-in-Council 
ends Norfolk Penal Settlement. 


& 


Rise 5.11. set 7.06 
L0056 H 0728 
L1323 HI945 


• Church services.' 

• Film,'’ srtt , b , (i(VV7.30p) 


6 


Rise 5.12, set 7. 07 
L0140 H0812 
,1.1407 H2 028 . u /, 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm’b'd(SP) 


7 Rise .5.12. set 7 . 07 
L0222 H0853 
r -J L1448 H2109 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film (Pels) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•C’m'danti Pinner 



WED 

I Rise 5.11, set 7. 03 
H0349 L1005 
H1614 L2233 
•Film, sm’b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

• Council meeting(A2," 
•School sailing (EBlpm) 


8 Rise 5.12/set \ . 08 
L0301 H0932 \ 

L1526 H2148 


• Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 
•School sailing (EBlpm) 


, Rise 5.13, set 7.11 
, L0535 H1210 
L1804 


•Church services 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 


*| *2 Rise 5.13, set 7.12 
| O HO034 L0621 

1 Rise 5.14, set 7.13 

■ ■T H0120 L0714 

^ CT Ris e 5.14, se; 
1 U H0209 L0810 

H1254 L1853 

H1339 L1948 

H1428 L2044 

•Housie (LC) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Darts(RSL) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Sm’b'd (SP) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

•Open night(Nlk) 


(7.30G) 



☆ 



19 


Rise 5.15, set 7.16 
H0611 L1212 
H1832 


• Church services 
•Film, sm’b’d(VV7.30p) 


20 


Rise 5.16, set 7.17 
L0041 H0716 
L1313 H1936 


•Housie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd(SP) 


21 


Rise 5.16, set 7.17 
L0139 H0815 
L1410 H2034 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


•C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


22 


Rise 5.17, set 7 
L0233 H0909 
L1503 H2128 


•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


Rise 5.19. set 7. 
L0551 H1223 
L1824 

• Church services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 


27 


Rise 5.19, set 7.19 
H0044 L0643 
H1309 L1917 


•Housie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd(SP) 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY 


28 


Rise 5.20, set 7.19 
H0131 L0738 
H1355 L2011 


29 


I Rise 5.21, set 
■H0218 L0833 
H1440 L2104 


• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 
•C'm’dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 



• Film. sm'b'd(VV) 

• Film (Pds) 

•Open night (Nik) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

☆ 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY 



CALENDAR 


December 

1976 


thu 

2 Rise 5.11, set 7.04 
H0446 LI057 
H1710 L2321 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary (Nlk6.30p) 


FRI 

3 Rise 5.11, set 7. 
H0544 L1147 
H1806 

•Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 


9 Rise 5.12, set 7. 0! 
L0338 H1010 
L1602 H2227 
•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 


io 


Rise 6.13, set 7. 0! 
L0415 H1049 
L1640 H2308 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


*1 £2 Rise 5 - 14 > set7 - 14 

1 O H0302 L0909 

4 —» Rise 5.15, set 7.15 

1 i H0400 L1009 

H1521 L2142 

H1620 L2241 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Open night(Pds) 

• Film (RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.3 Op) 


Last day of School 


^ Rise 5.17, set 7.18 

£0 L0324 H1000 

0> /k Rise 5.18, set 7.18 
L0412 H1049 

L1554 H2220 

L1643 H2309 

•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary (Nlk6.3 Op) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


☆ 


Rise 5.21, set 7.20 
Ovj H0306 L0926 

0% Rise 5.22, set 7.20 

O 1 H0355 LI018 

H1527 L2154 

H1616 L2242 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(8. 00RSL) 

•Rotary (6. 30Nlk) 

•Open night(Pds) 


SAT 

4 Rise 5.11, set 7. 05 
L0009 H0638 
L1236 H1858 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•School sailing (EB2pm) 


0m 4 Rise 5.13, set 7.10 
I I L 0453 H112 9 
L1720 H2350 
•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 
•School sailing (EB2pm) 

☆ 


4 Rise 5.15. set 7.15 
I O H0504 L1110 
H1725 L2341 

• SDA service 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


0 } C Rise 5 * 18 > set 

^ O L0501 H1136 
L1732 H2357 
•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


key 


Rise - Sunrise 

set - Sunset 

H - High tide 

L - Low tide 

a - a.m. 

p -p.m. 


LOCATIONS 


SDA 

SP 


- Administration 

Building 

- Burnt Pine 

- Bowling Club 

- Bicentennial Park 

- Branka House 

- Catholic Church 

- All Saints 

- Emily Bay 

- Garrison Rest. 

- Golf Club 

- Hospital 

- Kingston Oval 

- Library 

- Leagues Club 

- Lime Kiln BBQ 

- Museum Building 

- Methodist Church 

- Norfolk Hotel 

- Paradise 

- Pitcairners Hall 

- Rawson Hall 

- R. S. L. Club 

- N. I. School 

- 7th Day Adv. Hall 

- South Pacific 

- St. Barnabas Chapel 

- Simons Water 

- Valley View 

- Youth Centre 




Braun the worlds best sellingioil 
shavers. (Witha3yearguarantee) 

Braun invent the slim shaver. 

Over twenty years ago Braun pioneered the shaving system 
that became Europe's and the world’s best selling foil shavers. 

Now with typical West German technology they’ve 
developed the ultimate in design, function and precision. 

The new Braun Synchron Plus. 

New super thin foil shaves skin-close. 

The less between you and the blades — the closer the shave. 

The Synchron Plus foil was made wafer thin to shave skin- 
close and designed with a 
unique pattern of slots and | 
holes to trap every whisker. 

Super thin to get skin i 
close — and then platinum | 
coated for sensitive skins, i 

Super slim head. 1 

Super slim to make it easier to get at the difficult places. 

Dual Voltage 120-240 AC for world wide use. 

Even the on/off switch does something else. 

One click further and it switches on the long hair trimmer 

Braun Synchron Plus. n n 1111 

One of the range of Braun shavers 
available from major 
department stores and 
electrical retailers 





NORFOLK iRADER 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Proud's: "Omega watches". 
(jameralines; "Heavily discounted - 
movie cameras by Nalcom, sell¬ 
ing at cost price from $14. includ¬ 
ing two rolls of movie film." 

Miltons: "The Elmo 106 super-8 
movie camera, for die enthusiast, 
for only $119.95. 

" We've also reduced prices on 
all Philips Hi-Fi equipment, which 
were low before, by 30*5fc." 

Four Corners; "A new shipment of 
battery-operated and other toys, 
at prices so low that it makes 
sense to do Christmas shopping here" 


The Milk Bat ; "We have same-day 
mainland newspapers four even¬ 
ings a week, planes permitting. ” 
Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
International Duty-Free ; "Masks, 
fins and snorkels for under*a ter fun, 
a complete set for under $10.” 
Hibiscus Radio; "All the Sony range 
is good buying; latest is the TC160 
recorder, using standard cassettes 
but die size of a paperback book. ” 
The Norfolk Trader; "Just in - the 
'General' brand washing machines, 
fantastic buy at $185." 

Kamak Trading : "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have Just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75.” 


mcm 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

■ SB 

S 

ACROSS 


10. Mission Chapel 

13. Refusal 

14. Tree 

16. Island Dish 

17. Banana 

19. Fungus Blight 

20. Oil Country 

21. Day Before 
23. Fish 

DOWN 


4. Island Vegetable 
6. Lock Up Again 

8. Fruit 

9. Groper 

11. Wait 

12. High Name at 

Kingston 
15. Tree 
18. Bottom 

21. Before 

22. Health Resort 

24. Belongs to Me 

25. Measure 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back Issues - variety of sets 
tieCHESriE'S STORE D HwpitafgS?^ 


Note - DeCbesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't... ” on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even mare wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

• When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If.you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out pas: die reef. 
Spearguns aren’t allowed inside die reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 
AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N.Z. $A16 a year/U. K. $A24 



HANNER’S 

RNER FLATS 

’P.O.Box 235, Norfolk Island 

ideally situated - easy walk to the 
^centre of town - convenient if you 
don’t wish to hire a car. 


Natural pine sunoundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 
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jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. ■ The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



FOUR ERAS IN NORFOLK’S 
REMARKABLE 200 YEARS 


THAT CORRECT gentleman - and 
one of the greatest men in sea history. 
Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks' Logs and even novels 
about Captain BUgh and Matthew 
Flinders will really whet your' 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S, "Supply" to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time there was question of 
whether Sydney in New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston. 1 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and It was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 

This period lasted 31 years. In spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also wis a 
time when some of the crudest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bamty" mutin¬ 
eers, had over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. 

At the time they moved here, Nor¬ 
folk was proclaimed "a distinct and 
separate settlement" in the British 
Empire. 


The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

A fourth era in the Island’s history 
started in 1913, when Norfolk was 
officially made an Australian Terri¬ 
tory. It has only been in 1976 that 
the Australian High Court ruled that 
die Island is legally part of the Com - 


monwealth. 

Norfolk is administered by the Aus¬ 
tralian Department of Administrative 
Services. It has an Advisory Council 
elected by residents of the Island, 
and has many laws that are peculiar 
to Norfolk. 

In 1975 die Australian Government 
concluded that Nqrfolk's administra¬ 
tive set-up had become "inappropri¬ 
ate and outmoded" and a Royal Com¬ 
mission was formed to enquire into 
what its future constitutional status 
should be. As a result a new, fifth 
era may soon begin on Norfolk. 



_ , r *T/ y ' _ 

THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N.I. Administration. Copy by permission.) 
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SONY TC 150 

The world's sllwest tape recorder using standard cassettes 

— fits Into a briefcase as easily as a paperback book 

— small but still a lot of speaker 

FROM THE SMALLEST TAPE RECORDER TO THE 
LARGEST HI-FI, SONY’S SLOGAN IS "WHATEVER 
WE MANUFACTURE MUST BE THE BEST IN THE WORLD" 


Research Makes the Difference 



ABC Hobby BrowseAbout Barrett's B.J.'s (Paradise) 
Camerallnes Hibiscus Radio Service Miltons 
DISTRIBUTOR: HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 


















NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 

RADIO Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir Goes Into 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Light Music/Pop 

8.30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10.05 Music from Shows/ 
Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 The Paramor Sound 
12.05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Sentimental Jour¬ 
ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 6 

8. 00 Feature artist- 

Louis Armstrong 


8. 30 Bruce's Beat 

9. 00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Education Prog. 

10.05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 
12.05 World Affairs . 

2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N. I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.16 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S.D. A. program 


4-6.30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re¬ 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10.05 The Satchmo Story 
- Louis Armstrong 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits from 
Germany 

12. 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 
Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Top Of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 

1. 00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 

6. 05 Simon & G'f'nkle 
6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy's Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
*7.10 Movin' Music 
8.00 Drama 
9.00 Variety Show 
10.00 Close 
SUNDAY 

3.00 For your entertainment 
7.00 Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children's 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 


FLIGHTS I SYDNEY 


A U C KLANO 


RE-CONFIRM QA ™ S Pep 

24 HRS AHEAD Wednesday lT7 5 1~7T 

* Saturday 12.45 1.45 

CHECK WITH THE Sunda / 3 . 154 .15 

AIRLINE FOR DE- . Extra December flights; 

Commencing Friday the, 17th. 

“ a ""I' ^ 



De P . 

Sunda y i2.i5 

Extra December flights; 

Mon 20*. Thurs 23, Mon 27th, 
Thurs 30th. 


Charter flights None scheduled at press-time 

from Noumea 



. NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Pep. Arr. 

Monday 

8.30 

- 

Tuesday 

- 

- 

Wednesday 

- 

2.30* 

Thursday 

8.30* 

5.15 

Friday 

8.30 

5.15 

Saturday 

8.30 

5. 30* 

Sunday 

8.30* 

5.15 

•indicates call at Lord Howe Is. 


SHIPPING 

COMPAGNIE des CHARGEURS CAL- 
EDONIENS operates Norfolk's only 
ocean freight service from Sydney, 
using the vessell M.S. Aidan. 

Subject to possible port tie-ups 
which seem to plague Sydney, the 
next voyage should leave there on 
December 23 and arrive here about 
Boxing Day, the 26*. 

C. C. C. also operate *e Aidan 
rom New Zealand, wi* *e next 
arrival due December 4*. 

The service is normally once 
sach four weeks. 

Norfolk agents are Sou* Pacific 
Shipping and Travel Service, which 
nas its own office opposite the Bank 


of N. S. W. in Burnt Pine - - phone 
2131 or 2108. In Sydney, agents 
are He*erington Kingsbury, 37 
Pitt St., phone 27.1671; in Auck¬ 
land, Maritime Services Ltd., 14 
-18 Customs St., phone 75509. 
SOFRANE-UNILINES operates a ser¬ 
vice from Auckland and Tauranga, 

N. Z. approximately four-weekly. 
The "Capitaine Cook" is back on *e 
run again and should reach here via 
Tauronga about December 22 or 23. 
The "Cook's" next voyage from 
New Zealand will not arrive until 
about *e first week in Febrtlary -- 
no voyage in January. Local agents; 
Norfolk Transport Services, 2181. 


The line has its own office at 42 
Customs St., Auckland, phone 
7327 9. 

MacDONALD HAMILTON LTD. oper¬ 
ates an inter-island tanker under 
char'er to Mobil Oil, bringing bulk 
petroleum products to Norfolk from 
Suva and Noumea every six or seven 
weeks. No passenger or cargo accommo¬ 
dation. Norfolk agents are Martin's 
Agencies. 

CURRENT CARGO RATES; 

From Australia $74.13 per cubic 
metre, $79.20 per tonne; refrigera¬ 
ted, $94.72 per cubic metre. 

From New Zealand $NZ65. 60 per 
cubic metre, $NZA4.70 if refrig¬ 
erated. Meat goes for $NZ81.80. 
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Charging the world's 
standaraof accuracy. 

TheSeikoQuartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 


SEIKO: 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







monwealth" when used in the geo¬ 
graphic sense do not include Norfolk 
Island or any other external territory, 
and this proposition is not affected by 
the Berwick decision. 

"The Berwick case therefore gives 
us the power to be what we want. 

'Sir John says it gives the Common¬ 
wealth the power to make us what 
the Commonwealth wants. 

"I hold to my view that the deci¬ 
sion lies in Norfolk Island on two 
grounds. The first is that I do think 
Siat the Australian Government is 
aware that it has no legitimate inter¬ 
est to contradict the people of Norfolk 
Island on their own Island. This is 
frequently a hard view to maintain 
because of the Australian habit of try¬ 
ing to tell Norfolk Island what’s best 
for it -- but they have no legitimate 
separate interest here and I think they 
basically respect the fact and die 
people. I add that this proposition is 
about to be tested and I may be wrong. 

'The second reason is that Norfolk 
Island has, I believe, the right to de¬ 
termine its own future and this right 
is given to it under the Charter of the 
United Nations. Under the Charter. 
Australia has accepted the obligation 
to help territories to reach their own 
separate decisions and to give them 
support in the manner which good 
neighbourliness requires. 

’The entire United Nations ques¬ 
tion was fully argued before the Royal 
Commission and I am therefore sur¬ 
prised it received not a word in the 
entire report. It has nothing to do 
with the Berwick case -- it is a to¬ 
tally separate parcel of rights.” 

"THERE ARE ONLY INDIVIDUALS" 

Cr. McIntyre: "... He comes to the 
conclusion on page 64: 

'It would be exceedingly difficult 
for this small faction riddled and con¬ 
fined community to evolve for the Isl¬ 
and policies that are likely to receive 
general acceptance in respect of ma¬ 
jor matters.' 

"He uses this on page 76 as the rea¬ 
son for delivering die Island's future 
into the hands of others. He says: 

'The divisiveness left one with a 
strong feeling that the most urgent 
need for this small community is 
the early determination for it of a 
lucid set of progressive policies for 
the long-term common good.' 

'Insofar as he doesn't thereby 
mean himself (as at page 344), he 
refers these other matters - these 
other people - who are to decide 
our future for us as the Common¬ 
wealth. 

'In this sense, however, there is 
no such thing as the Commonwealth. 
There are only the individuals, pub- 
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lie servants and others who are to 
be given this power. 

"Who does he propose? Does he 
propose Peter Lawler, Kevin Tilbrook, 
does he wish to bring back Lou Engle- 
dow? Who exactly does he delegate 
the future of Norfolk Island to? " 

McKENZIE: "A REFERENDUM 
IS THE ONLY WAY..." " 

Cr. McKenzie: "I’ve endeavoured 
to keep an open mind on the Nimmo 
Report. I respect all people's points 
of view and I personally believe the 
Government will make certain changes 
which will affect everyone living on 
Norfolk Island. 

'There are many aspects of the 
Nimmo Report which are very true 
and could be beneficial to the Island. 
Then there are other parts that are 
not. 

'1 hope at the right time these 
points will be pointed out to the spe¬ 
cial committee being set up by the 
Government to examine the Nimmo 
Report. 

'Whilst mentioning this report,, 
sir, I believe Council should be rep¬ 
resented. I know, sir, you have been 
asked to attend the first meeting of 
this committee and it is my intention 
to move later that the Minister be re¬ 
quested to have a member of this 
Council as part of that committee. 

"Norfolk Island, being 1, 000 miles 
away from Australia, and probably 
most members wouldn't have a clue 
about us. 

'We have seen so much in the past 
of experts coming for a few days and 
failing to understand Norfolk Island 
better than the people who lived here 
all their lives. 

"Sir. I believe it is absolutely essen¬ 
tial that we have representation on this 
committee. 

"Sir, there are many aspects of this 
report which will have to be thrashed 
out with the Government before any 
result can be achieved either way. 
There are seven parts plus others which 
1 will mention and which wants deep 
thought by this Council and discussion 
with the Government. They are the 
Butland Report, the Weir Report, 
coming under / , C, T. so as to have 
representation, the cost of running 
Norfolk Island which is claimed in 
the report, workers' compensation 
which is to be introduced immediate¬ 
ly, alll.L.O. conventions to be in¬ 
troduced immediately, the rights of 
Norfolk Islanders, and the mention 
of goods from Australia being exempt 
from sales tax. What about goods 
from New Zealand plus all other 
countries which people on this Island 
import without import licenses, sales 
tax etc? 

December 1976 


'One person at the public meeting 
mentioned about our flourishing sister- 
island Lord Howe. I know, if we 
delve into the inroads of Lord Howe, 
all is hot at rosey as he made out, 
plus my observations could prove that 
most food costs are about 50more 
on Lord Howe Island than on Norfolk. 

"Mr. Chairman, I realize there’s 
a large portion of residents who want 
to come directly under the Australian 
tax system. There is also an equal 
large proportion who don't-. 

■Sir, 1 believe the only way to 
gauge fair public opinion is for this 
Council to draw up a referendum 
with a series of questions, none of 
which would favour one system or 
the other. Once this was done, 
this Council would be aware of to¬ 
tal public opinion and not be guided 
by a few speakers at a public meet¬ 
ing. 

"As was pointed out by one speak¬ 
er, you always get a lot of people 
who sit back and think but cannot 
force themselves to get up and speak 
in front of a large gathering of people. 

"Mr. Chairman, 1 feel we should 
forget public meetings and start work¬ 
ing on a referendum immediately 
and get the true picture of what resi¬ 
dents of this Island want. 

"I know we'll never please every¬ 
one but at least we'll know what 
tra.ck to start on. " 

BENNETT: "FREEDOM IS EN- 

STYLE OF A PROUD PEOPLE... " 

Cr. Bennett: "Sir, we have a respon¬ 
sibility of representing the people of 
this Island. To this end, it requires 
a constant seeking of people's views 
through discussion or whatever. The 
Nimmo Report is no exception, save 
that it is a major issue and probably 
the most important topic for discussion 
in this Island's history. 

"As was indicated at the public 
meeting held two nights ago, very 
few people have read the report 
completely. Others are still wading 
through it and others waiting for 
more copies to arrive. 

"As a result, notwithstanding the 
views of one or two expressed at the 
public meeting, Councillors have 
not been able to ascertain many 
views and therefore today's comments 
by Councillors would mostly be con¬ 
fined to personal thoughts and ideas. 

"To me, I am still deciding whe- 
ther the Nimmo Report intends to 

(a) set up a scheme which, in Sir 
John's opinion is "death for the com¬ 
munity as a whole", or 

(b) to shock the community into 
getting together now to find unity 
and a common voice. 

(please turn to the next page) 
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"Two things, however, are certain. 

1. That the Australian Government 
does not necessarily have to accept 
all or any part of the Commission. 

2. That the voice of the people of 
Norfolk Island must be strong and 
clear on its decision. 

"Already there have been those 
who have reacted to what they have 
read or heard. We have noted, in 
the Report, die many occasions where 
Sir John cites divisiveness as being 
the problem. No one has ever 
doubted there would not be a divi¬ 
sion of thought. It is one's demo¬ 
cratic right to voice acception or 
rejection, likes and dislikes, and 
it is not this to me that appears to 
be the difficulty but that of not be¬ 
ing able ■ to accept what has been 
decided. People by nature resist 
change, especially a change of this 
magnitude. 

"The freedom which has been 
cherished by so many for so long is 
endangered and so is the unique life¬ 
style of a proud people. 

"Arguments are mounting on both 
sides of the report and Council would 
be wise to steady itself before rising 
fully to debate such a major issue so 
soon after die report has appeared. 

"The public meeting two nights 
ago was, in the opinion of many, 
rather premature. However, it did 


produce a couple of things, for 
example a great number of people 
in attendance in itself indicate the com - 
munity is concerned and it appears 
that the people would be prepared 
to throw their arguments to Council 
rather than to have a series of frag¬ 
mented opinions from the many or¬ 
ganisations. To this end at least 
something was achieved. 

"It is obvious that only a referen¬ 
dum will enable the real wish of the 
people to be determined." 

QUINTAL: "IF WE'RE CAREF UL 
WE CAN CQNTINUE TO HAVE 
A HAPPY LIFE ON NORFOLK" 

Cr. Quintal: "... Ever since I've 
been in Council I have always been 
very bitter about the interference 
by the Australian Government in a lot 
of matters and I've never ever felt at 
ease or happy about the Australian 
Government having the say on the 
running of Norfolk Island. 

"Also. I have always thought that 
Queen Victoria gave the island to the 
Pitcairn people -- whether I'm right 
or wrong it doesn't matter but that 
is my belief and it is a strong belief 
of mine, and I believe it was given 
through an Act of Parliament. 

"1 have always regarded myself as 
a Norfolk Islander and not an Aust¬ 
ralian. 


"I have always looked to the Union 
Jack as our flag and not the Austral¬ 
ian flag, and therefore I want my 
name cleared from that. 

"With regards to the Nimmo Re¬ 
port, I feel that we would be far 
better to collate all information, 
especially by the public meeting 
on Tuesday night and hasten slowly. 

"I feel if we accept Nimmo Re¬ 
port, or part of the report, we would 
lose our way of life on the Island. 

I've lived here all my life and in 
the past it’s been a happy place -- 
if we're very careful we can con¬ 
tinue to have a happy life on Nor¬ 
folk. 

"... some time to study and di¬ 
gest and I would like to say that I 
would like to see it left until the 
next meeting. I do not intend to 
go into the matters of the Nimmo 
Report as yet. " 

RYVES: "WE NEED AN INDE¬ 
PENDENT ECONOMIST, 11" 

Cr. Ryves: "Well, sir, a lot has 
been said by my fellow councillors. 
Some of it I naturally agree w.th, 
some that I don't. 

”1 believe this document in itself 
is a major undertaking to Council to 
read and understand its implications. 

"A very greater problem is getting 
to the people, discussing the various 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 




9 

Restaurant 


At the HUlcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 
The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / December 1976 32 





aspects of the propositions put for¬ 
ward by Sir John and endeavouring 
to seek their genuine attitudes to¬ 
wards it. 

'1 believe, sir, that a lot of time 
will be spent by this Council in fact¬ 
finding discussions with the commun¬ 
ity, and I have not intended to com¬ 
ment very much on the report at 
all today. 

"... The first motion is this - 
that the Minister be asked to arrange 
for an independent economist to ad¬ 
vise the Council on the impact of 
taxation on commercial enterprise 
in Norfolk Island, particularly where 
it relates to the continued viability 
of the tourist industry and locally 
earned income." 

SNELL: "INCOME TAX COULD 

BE DISASTROUS..." 

Cr. Snell: "Mr. Chairman, in second¬ 
ing that motion from Cr. Ryves, I did 
have statements I was leaving in abey¬ 
ance for later submission to Council, 
but the motion hinges on one of my 
aspects re the inconsistency in the re¬ 
port between the recommendations to 
keep duties low in order to encourage 
tourism and the recommendation to 
impose Australian rates of income 
tax. 

‘It is obvious that businesses and 
their employees will both proceed to 
require greater return in order to main¬ 
tain their net income at present level, 
and this could well cause a sudden in¬ 
crease in cost of living on Norfolk to 
the order of approximately 2 Oft. 

'If this occurs, it would seem that 
the cost of accommodation and meals 
for the average tourist couple could 
increase by something of the order of 
$100 for a week's stay. This would 
surely be a deterrent which would not 
be offset by the amount that could be 
saved on their purchases such as liquor, 
cameras and perfumes. 

'The report does not make any di¬ 
rect reference to tourist expenditure 
on lower duty goods but if one looks at 
the value of imports of such items it 
is doubtful whether the average expen¬ 
diture per tourist head is more than $50 
to $100. 

"An increase in the basic costs of 
staying on Norfolk of the same order 
could well deter future tourists. 

"The report has also not given any 
indication of Australian tax paid by 
residents already. That’s on another 
line Mr. Chairman. 

'It just goes to show that I feel strong¬ 
ly also that the introduction of Austral¬ 
ian income tax could be disastrous. " 
Cr. Ryves: "Second motion, sir -- 
that the Norfolk Island Administra¬ 
tion Accountant present to Council a 


Debit & Credit Report detailing where 
the Administration will be relieved of 
expenditure by the takeover of those 
facets mentioned in the Nimmo Report, 
and the revenue we would expect to 
lose if the report was adopted, giving 
us a clear understanding of monies 
available to the proposed Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Assembly in implementing those 
things which would become their re¬ 
sponsibility. " 

Cr. McIntyre: "The question here is 
one of - as I mentioned earlier - the 
idea of being subject to Commonwealth 
excise. 

"When I read some of Sir John’s re¬ 
marks about the sale of liquor being 
a traditional revenue for the Council 
and the Administration, I assumed at 
that point that he had not intended 
excise to extend here, but having read 
the report I find that is just what he 
means - - he says all imposts of the 
Capital Territory. 

'Therefore I assume that any look 
at the revenue from liquor would 
have to be on the basis of these im¬ 
posts which, very briefly, would add 
about $3 a bottle to spirits and about 
8£ to small cans of beer and would 
add about 22to a gallon of petrol 
and, I think -- I've forgotten how 
much it adds to a packet of cigarettes - 
it's quite a lot.' 

BLUCHER: "COUNCIL SHOULD 

LbOK AGAIN AT THE SUB¬ 
MISSION IT MADE" 

Cr. Blucher; "In starting off these 
comments on the Royal Commission 
Report, I didn't quite get around to 
stating any particular views that I 
may have had. 

'Council placed two submissions 
to the Royal Commission - one in 
July 1975 and the second submission 
came as a result of questions asked 
by Mr. Crommelin on behalf of the 
Royal Commissioner, certain ques¬ 
tions arising out of the first sub¬ 
mission. 

"Council then placed a second 
submission, also after hearing and 
listening to the Australian Capital 
Territory's submission, in qualify¬ 
ing our own views and in contradic¬ 
tion to the Department of Capital 
Territory submission. 

"My point of view — and there 
are still six councillors in this 
chamber who voted on these sub¬ 
missions — has not changed con¬ 
siderably from the submission that 
we placed. 

Council should look at what submis¬ 
sions have been placed to the Royal 
Commission in the past and agreed 


SAME-OAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day on 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island's most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don't 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as ; 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 
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Norfolk 


IMMEDIATELY UPON TALKING with 
Kathy Le Cten her sense of personal 
commitment to the Norfolk commun¬ 
ity and the enjoyment she finds liv¬ 
ing here are obvious. A well-organ¬ 
ised woman who is very much on the 
ball, Kathy is able to combine career 
and home-making with seemingly no 
effort at all. 

As Broadcasting Officer for VL2NI 
she is responsible for scheduling pro¬ 
grammes, shares in decision making 
budget control (which she describes 
as challenging) and future planning. 

In addition, she has her own pro¬ 
grammes. At home, as wife to 
Norm and mother to Michele 12, 

Kay 11 and Cheryl 6. she manages a 
happy home where island customs 
are followed and the Pitcairn lan¬ 
guage is spoken. 


Kathy had never beard of Norfolk 
island until she came here with 
Ngalre Douran's sister for a holiday 
In December 196L Taking a break 
from nursing she upset her parents by 
writing "I feel as though I'm home 
and I can't describe why". Her feel¬ 
ings were completely independent 
3nes because she didn't meet Norm 


LIVING 


Norm and moving here. But as far 
back as Primary School she had an in¬ 
terest in announcing. Later she had 
speech training from Catholic Nuns 
in N.Z. and incidentally played the 
trumpet in the school orchestra which 
helps strengthen vocal chords. 

Before getting so involved in radio 
on Norfolk Kathy did nurses' aiding 
at the hospital when she first moved 
to die island, cleaned flats, drove 
Ian Kenny’s tour bus and more re¬ 
cently worked as the airport ground 
hostess for the Tourist Board. She 
also was an assistant and then super¬ 
visor at the Playcentxe. In addition 
to her many hours of work each week 
at VL2NI she does the catering for 
the Lions Ladies' Night functions 
every second and fourth Tuesday. 

Isn't it true that the busiest people 
always seem to have time to do one 
more thing? 

Kathy’s radio career on Norfolk 
really began back when Phil Ander¬ 
son was the Methodist Minister here 
and he asked her to do a request 
section. She did it and loved doing 
it and now as VL2NI's Broadcasting 
Officer finds it a most challenging 
job. As die station is widening its 
scope all the time it surely will con¬ 
tinue to be. 

It was interesting to learn that 
our radio station started with Helen 
Waters who was instrumental in es¬ 
tablishing overseas contacts with the 
BBC, Deutsche Welle and Radio 
Nederland. This was in Jeff Cowap ? 
days as Official Secretary. He too 
was enthusiastic and helpful. After 
obtaining nearly new broadcasting 
equipment from the ABC in Aust¬ 
ralia and installing it, the fire 
which destroyed the almost comple¬ 
ted renovated officers' quarters 
broke out and all was lost. Norfolk 
Island radio had to start all over. 

Bob McKegg and Mike Moran got it 
going again in '69 and '10. 

It is hoped that VL2N1 can be 
kept from becoming too sophisti¬ 
cated and that the voluntary aspect 
will continue to reflect our way of 
life here. 

Kathy likes everything about 
Norfolk life. She finds it a life¬ 
style that is "closer to the earth 
and very tolerant". Certainly this 
attitude contributes greatly to her 
effectiveness and success as a val¬ 
ued member of our community. 


until she went back to New Zealand. 
He was stationed in the Transport 
Section of the Air Force there. 

Married in 1963 Norm and Kathy 
came home to Norfolk the day after 
their wedding with fifteen shillings 
between them. They lived with 
Norm's family at first and Kathy was 
able to learn Pitcairnese, how to 
cook island foods and the real island 
way of life from the beginning. 

(What a good teacher she had in Doo 
Doo Le Cten who must have been 
thrilled witii her son's bride -- such 
an out-going, talented girl who took 
to the way of life with enthusiasm 
and delight.) 

Raised on a farm in Wanganui, N. Z. 
by a Danish father and a mother who 
is half Maori, Kathy has always had 
a full life. Encouraged to have many 


Interests she was given lessons in piano, 
marching, singing, various sports and 
elocution. Her excellent speaking 
voice with its melodic resonance is 
certainly well trained and a pleasure 
to listen to. 

Matriculating as head girl from 
Wanganui College Kathy went Into 
nursing for 2) years before meeting 
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SMOOTH IRONING 


BEING VERY INTERESTED in Flora 
and Fauna, I was very happy to 
help when asked if I would like to 
take part in a bird-banding task. 

This was before the present Flora 
& Fauna Society was formed by 
the late Mrs. Ralston and was 
conducted by Agriculture Officer 
of the time. The idea was to try 
and follow the movements of the 
mutton-birds, locally known as 
ghost-birds. I and another were 
allotted to help the man working 
the Rocky Point area and believe 
it or not at that time I had not 
been to Rocky Point even though I 
had lived for quite a number of 
years on Norfolk Island. 

Well, we met as arranged some 
time after sunset. The idea was the 
leader caught and held the birds 
while I clipped the ring around its 
leg. TW* other member of the trio 
held torch etc. Everything went 
well and we worked all around the 
cliff face. It looked so pretty by 
night light that I was determined 
to visit the spot at first opportunity. 
When I did so and saw just where I 
had been by dark of night my first 
thought was "impossible, not there?" 
and even the thought of it made my 
legs a little jelly-like. Oh well, 
you know the saying - 'ignorance is 
bliss'. I really did find the task in¬ 
teresting but not from that night 
have 1 ever heard if any of those 
banded birds were ever reported from 
anywhere in the world. I did find 


NOW IS THE time to cut back spent 
flower heads on all geranium spec¬ 
ies; don't cut bard back until second 
flowering is over though. My ger¬ 
aniums are showing signs of rust 
on their foliage -1 use ZineD spray 
and find it very effective; I also 
use it or Garden-master or Garden 
Doctor, which are multi-purpose 
sprays. 1 also use Zineb for rust 
in gerberas. This humid weather 
is very bad for this disease (rust) -- 
if leaves look sort of sick on either 
of the former plants, look under 
side of leaf and you will see tiny 
brown spots if the plant is being 
attacked by rust. Be sure you spray 
under-side of foliage. 


out where one of the beautiful spots 
on Norfolk was and it became a 
favourite fishing place for me in the 
years that have followed. 

The following little story is of two 
well loved characters of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and who 1 will call J. & G. I was 
riding along enjoying the lovely 
morning when suddenly around a 
corner came G. at fairly fast clip. 

When he saw me, he reigned his 
horse in and greeted me, asked after 
my husband and was in the middle of 
a sentence when he heeled his horse 
and took off at a gallop. Before 1 bad 
realized he hadn't finished his sentence, 
around the comer came J. at a canter. 
He too reigned in on seeing me and 
the following conversation took place. 
"You see G?" I told J. he had just 
left and gone towards Burnt Pine, so 
J. took off at fast pace calling over 
his shoulder to me, "B... B... 
got my B... bottle of gin." J. by 
the way was seated on his saddle but 
had a good grip of his horse's mane 
as it did not have a bridle on - -1 
guess he was in too big a hurry to 
bridle his mount when he noticed his 
gin was gone. These two were friends 
I might add. 

I was very tempted to turn my horse 
and follow the chase but laughter over-, 
took me and even today as I picture 
that rider and his bridle-less horse, I 
have a little giggle to myself. Such 
was friendship and comrades in those 
times. 



Mealy bug is also about -- I 
found some on the citrus tree last 
week. Most citrus trees have set 
fruit by now so be careful as to 
what sprays you use. I have tried 
Maldison but am not sure yet of re¬ 
sults but at least it won't hurt the 
young fruit. 

Spray zinnias for powdery mildew 
even if it is not showing -- pre¬ 
vention Is better than cure. 

Dahlias also are subject to mil¬ 
dew - - use Maneb or Zineb. There 
are other sprays besides these but 
both have proved to be good when 


WHEN MAKING STARCH add teaspoon 
of mineral turps. Very good for table¬ 
cloths and napkins. 

A good ant killer; 

1 tablespoon bcwax 
1 tablespoon boracic acid 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 ctip hot water 

Mix well --put in lids and place 
under house -- keep well away from 
children. 

★ 

Useful Scoops 

Choose plastic bottles that you 
want for size of scoop. Cut bottom 
end off bottle and cut quarter down 
neck end of bottle. Then cut bottle 
from bottom end to cut at neck of 
bottle. Shape bottom end for scoop 
smooth with wet and dry sandpaper. 
Keep screw top on bottle for handle. 

★ 

Hanay Face Powder Container 
When you have used face cleanser 
that's in squeeze bottles prize top 
off - make a funnel with paper - 
hold it in top of bottle and spoon 
your face powder into it. Lable, 
with name of powder - - no more 
messy dressing tables. 

★ 


I have used them. 

Caterpillars play havoc with 
zinnia buds so use a dust such as 
Derris and preferably early morn¬ 
ing while dew is on the foliage. 

In vegetable garden, spray tom¬ 
atoes - - a good spray for this is 
Lanes Lanoran -- this is convenient¬ 
ly packed in sachets of 60 grams in 
a 300 g^am packet. This is a very 
good spray produced by Lanes for 
control of most tomato blights and 
bugs. 

Cos type lettuce is best to plant 
now. Above all, keep the soil 
loose by hoeing so as to get the bene¬ 
fit of whatever rains we get during 
summer months. 
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WITH THE PARTY SEASON approach¬ 
ing so rapidly we'll be looking for 
tasty things to tittilate those seasonal 
jaded palates. Here are several 
which are easy, tasty and a little 
different. 

PINK DIP 

1 lb. cooked shelled prawns 
(or canned shrimps) chopped 
Juice of 1 medium onion 

2 teaspoons of Tabasco Chilli sauce 
i lb. Philadelphia Cream Cheese 

1 tablespoon Worcester Sauce 
Juice of one lemon 
i cup milk for thinning 
Blend all ingredients together and 
chill. 


Vivitar604 


TURKISH CHEESE APPETIZERS 
Cut i lb. cheese into small pieces. 
Place in a saucepan with i cup thick 
white sauce. Stir until cheese is 
melted and mixture is thick. Spread 
on a platter to cool. Chill if necess¬ 
ary then shape into small sausages. 
Wrap each sausage in a thin piece 
of plain pastry and fry in deep oil 
until golden brown. Drain Serve 
hot or cold. 


HOT CHEESE BALLS 
2 teaspoons plain flour 
dash of paprika 
4 teaspoon salt 
1 cup tasty grated cheese 
1 egg white 

± cup of finely chopped peanuts 
Mix flour, paprika and salt with 
grated cheese and add cayenne. 

Fold egg white, beaten until stiff 
but not dry, into cheese mixture un¬ 
til well blended. Roll into small 
balls and roll in chopped nuts Fry 
in hot oil until golden. Serve hot. 
Yield 12-15 balls. 


May you eat well, drink pleasurably 
and enjoy a merry Christmas. 


Point'll Shoot/ 
Onlyby Vivitar. 





From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point n Shoot camera. 


SPICE OF THE MONTH - PAPRIKA 

Paprika, the dried pod of a sweet 
red pepper, was discovered by early 
Spaniards in Central America and in¬ 
troduced by them into Europe. To¬ 
day most of the world's supply is 
grown in Spain and Central Europe. 

Rich in vitamins, especially C 
(even more than citrus fruits) and A, 
paprika was the subject of research 
which won a Hungarian scientist a 
Nobel prize. 

Suggested amounts to use in various 
dishes: 

i teasp. to 3/4 teasp. in 1 cup 
vinegar-oil for French dressing 

i teasp. in 1/4 cup butter for 
sauteing potatoes or to season 
white vegetables. 

1 teasp. to 1 tablesp. to 3 lbs. 
beef in Hungarian goulash. 

1 teasp. to 1 tables, to 2 lbs. veal 
in veal paprika. 

Sprinkle it on creamy white soups, 
mashed potatoes etc. to give colour 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 
CHRISTMAS IS COMING, so what 
small thing to give a friend who 
shares our tastes? 

The Bond has a number of items 
which are not only good but also 
come in attractive containers which 
are worth keeping for their own sake. 
BROWNS 621 Tawny Port, Muscat 
liquer, very old sweet sherry and 
fino (dry) sherry are presented in 
ceramic decanters and all are priced 
at $6.00. 

TULLAMORE DEW Irish whisky is in 
die traditional earthenware crock 
for $6. 00. 

YORKSHIRE liqueur (honey on a 
French brandy base) is similarly 
bottled and costs $8.15. 

BELL's Scotch is attractively pre¬ 
sented in a bell shaped earthenware 
bottle at $10.25 or $4. 60 for a some¬ 
what less than half size. 

BEAMEASTER of Germany bring us 
their Johannesburg Reisling and 
Piesporter Michelburg in crock bottles 
for only $3.70. 

REAL VELLA 1940 Vintage Port is in 
a glass bottle but is one for the 
connoisseur. Not surprisingly it costs 
$13.00. 

So with those few thoughts may 
old Vinas wish you all a merry and 
relaxed Christmas. 





WELL HERE IT IS December and al¬ 
most Christmas time. There are 
decorations appearing slowly, and 
with two ships having arrived in the 
past week, there are plenty of good¬ 
ies in the shops. Already we are be¬ 
ing urged to put up Christmas decora • 
tions at home. Boy, I'll really have 
to get into gear! 1 The past few 
weeks have been busy - (seems every 
week is busy on Norfolk!) There is 
always something doing. 

The Lions Club has been in action 
again to the benefit of residents. Dr. 
Sexton initiated a survey to be carried 
out in conjunction with the Lions Club 
and nurses from the hospital, to test 
for the prevalence of hypertension 
and diabetes. Some 240 persons at¬ 
tended the first testing, and a second 
opportunity was organized by Dr. Wall- 
man (relieving G. M.O.) mainly for 
the people between 30 and 50 years 
of age who had not made the effort 
to the first testing. It only took a few 
minutes and such an easy way to erase 
any worry from one's mind. The only 
part of the whole business that hurt 
was having to hop on the scales and 
have one's weight recorded! 

The Lions Club has aiso undertaken 
to meet the costs of eye care for 
young Norfolk boy Michael Macrae. 
Michael had an accident whilst play¬ 
ing with a screwdriver and it was at 
first thought that he might lose his 
eye. But Michael and his mother 
were flown to Brisbane by courtesy of 
Norfolk Airlines and then on to Tam- 
worth in N. S. W. to where Dr. Cecil 
Baker practices. Dr. Baker is a regu¬ 
lar visitor to Norfolk, as eye special¬ 
ist for Lions' project. One week after 
the accident it was announced over 
the local radio that there was great 
optimism that Michael's eye had been 
saved. Hopefully we will hear very 
soon that all is well. It is quite mov¬ 
ing to experience the deep sense of 
concern in the community when some¬ 
thing like this happens, because it 
seems in the cities it has reached a 
stage where there is not this same con¬ 
cern for others. 

With the end of the year so close, 
children in the 4-5 year age group at 
Playcentre are having a weekly trip 
to school. These are the children who 
will commence school in '77 and the 
uip to school is a familiarization activ¬ 


ity. There's 37 children due to 
commence school next year - quite 
a class! But it has been decided, for 
the benefit of the children, that 10 
of the youngest children will not start 
school until Term II. This will make 
it simpler to introduce them all to 
school life - there's so much to take 
in, and with the two smaller intakes, 
there will be every opportunity for 
more individual attention. 

Last week I was a "mother helper" 
at Playcentre and had the pleasure of 
accompanying the children, with 
supervisor Raema Behrendt and assist¬ 
ant Pat Herbert, to school. 

The children were shown where 
the toilets are located and then down 
to the playground to play on swings, 
tee-saws, climbing frames, tyres on 
ropes and the sand pits. Then it was 
back to the lunch area for morning 
tea. The children sat on the very 
stools they will have to use next year 
as Kinder kids. As if that wasn't 
enough excitement for one morning! 
When we arrived back at Playcentre 
Raema produced her Humphrey B. 

Bear cake, which she won in a raffle. 
(The cake was made by Ngaire Dour- 
an and won first prize in the recent 
A. & H. Show. Ngaire generously 
donated it to the Wives and Mothers 
Club to be raffled - and Raema was 
the lucky winner. The raffle realized 
$46 toward the Wives and Mothers 
Club Playcentre Fund. Beaut, wasn't 
it?) It was a treat to watch the eyes 
of the children. Poor Humphrey was 
carefully pulled apart; first of all his 
head was carefully set aside to be 
taken home for Raema's own family - 
then the kiddies were able to sample 
the icing and delicious cake that 
made up Humphrey's body. That's 
one cake that has given lots of plea¬ 
sure to lots of people. Even some 
mums had a nibble. 

Norfolk this month will lose the 
Muscat family - and they will be sad¬ 
ly missed. John has worked at the 
D. C. A. as Electrical Engineer and 
has been a great supporter of the 
Parents & Citizens A sociation, the 
children's sporting activities, Cubs 
and Scouts. Merril has been a 
'treasure' to the Wives and Mothers 
Club, has been supervisor and assist¬ 
ant of Playcentre at different times 
and has been a committee member. 
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has assisted as guider with the local 
Guide Association, taken scripture 
classes at school and trained children 
for first communion and confirmation 
for the Catholic Church, helped out 
with reading classes at school and act¬ 
ed as 'tea lady' for Sir John Nimmo 
and his party during the Royal Com¬ 
mission. In between all that Merril 
has been teaching herself to play 
the piano, and has done countless 
other clever things beside taking 
care of her ramily. Although they 
will be very much missed, I know 
they are all looking forward to re¬ 
turning to their own home in Can¬ 
berra - there's no place quite like 
home after all. 1 know many 
people will want to wish Merril. 

John, Paul, Donna & Nicole all the 
happiness in the world - and hope 
they'll be back for holidays one day. 

Tuesday has become another spe¬ 
cial day, with the commencement 
of a Tuesday tennis group. Dyann 
Fitzpatrick has, for ages, been want¬ 
ing to start a morning tennis party, 
where mothers with children can get 
together for a social game of tennis. 
This has been made possible through 
the generosity of Peter Custance who 
has provided a tennis court. The 
weather these past two Tuesdays has 
been lousy, although the rain has 
been very welcome. But there's 
many more days to look forward to 
having a hit of those tennis balls - 
and probably at first discovering 
muscles we'd forgotten we had: 

The Arts Council of Norfolk Island 
is to present two concerts by classi¬ 
cal pianist Eunice Gardiner in the 
Seventh Day Adventist Hall. Miss 
Gardiner has had a brilliant musical 
career, which seems to have begun 
at the age of 3 - when she gave her 
first public appearance, and has play¬ 
ed before Queen Elizabeth. I’m sure 
there are many people looking forward 
to hearing her two concerts - shall tell 
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NEW YEARS 
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you about them next time: 

This month has also seen the arri¬ 
val of Sir John Nimmo's report of the 
Royal Commission into matters rela¬ 
ting to Norfolk Island. The report, 
in book form, went on sale at 10 a. m. 
one morning and within 30 minutes 
had sold out of the 200 copies at pre¬ 
sent on the Island. Hopefully there 
are more copies arriving so that more 
people will have the opportunity to 
read it. No matter whether one 
agrees with Sir John's findings or not, 
there's no getting away from the fact 
that he has put airincredible amount 
of thought and logic into his state¬ 
ments. Anyway, more about the re 
port elsewhere in this edition of The 
News. It's a very serious stage in 
Norfolk’s history, and hopefully resi¬ 
dents will read the report through 
carefully before they make any rash 
statements. 

Whilst we’re well-wishing, here's 
hoping that Christmas is a time of 
peace and happiness for everyone. 

Cheerio’. — 
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(A dvertisement) 



‘IDEALLY HARMONIOUS 


NORFOLK HOLIDAY...” 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the 
Fletcher Christian holiday apart¬ 
ments often seem to be the sort of 
Australians and New Zealanders 
you would expect to be staying at 
the mote expensive hotels where- 
ever they travel. 

Perhaps they enjoy good value as 
much as anyone else - for our 
rates at the Fletcher Christian are 
a fraction of those at Norfolk’s 
most costly accommodation houses. 

More likely, the couples and fam¬ 
ilies who stay with us feel that the 
Fletcher Christian offers them the 
kind of accommodation that is ide¬ 
ally harmonious with a Norfolk Isl¬ 
and holiday. 

The Fletcher Christian is a group 
of twelve private apartments, on a 
secluded six-acre estate overlook¬ 
ing a tranquil valley and hillside 
wooded with. Norfolk pines. 

Ten of die apartments have a com¬ 
fortable lounge room, one bedroom, 
and a private shower and toilet. 

The other two have a second bed¬ 
room in addition. 

All have well-equipped kitchen¬ 
ettes, including a proper stove with 
an oven. You probably won't want 
to trouble with a full baked dinner 
while you are on holiday, but if 
you should your kitchen is ready. 
Each apartment has its own balcony. 
The beds are wonderfully comfort¬ 
able. The floors are nicely carpet¬ 
ed. There is plenty of hot and cold 
water. Your front door opens onto 
green lawns, landscaped with col¬ 
ourful and fragrant South Pacific 
plants -- frangipani, banana palms, 
pawpaws, monsterios, hibiscus and 
many others. 


The apartments, with dark-oiled 
Norfolk pine exterior and split- 
shingle roofs, were built Island - 
style to fit comfortably into the 


from all over the world, as weli 
as basic necessities such as a super¬ 
market, the Post Office, and the 
always-belpful Tourist Bureau. 

Most of our guests hire a car for 
their holiday, because there is so 
much to see and do all over Nor¬ 
folk; but if you prefer not to have 
one, the Fletcher Christian is as 
convenient and central as it is pos¬ 


QUIET GROUNDS OF THE FLETCHER CHRISTIAN HAVE THE PEACEFULNESS 
NORFOLK IS FAMOUS FOR - BUT ARE A TWO-MINUTE WALK FROM FINE 
RESTAURANTS AND SOME OF THE PACIFIC’S BEST DUTY-FREE SHOPPING. 


landscape. 

Sheltered in the private Fletcher 
Christian grounds, your apartment 
is a perfect place for quiet, rest¬ 
ful nights -- and yet is also a con¬ 
venient and hospitable location if 
you want to invite friends in for 
an evening. 

SURPRISINGLY, for all its seclu¬ 
sion. the Fletcher Christian is only 
a few minutes' stroll from Norfolk's 
main shopping centre --or from 
the Island's largest hotel --or from 
any of three of Norfolk’s best rest¬ 
aurants. The shopping centre in¬ 
cludes an amazing range of attract¬ 
ive "duty-free" shops with goods 


sible to be on the Island. 

ALMOST A QUARTER of our guests 
are people who have stayed at the 
Fletcher Christian before. Others 
have come on die recommendation 
of friends who have visited Norfolk; 
and quite a few are people who 
have been to Norfolk before, and 
decided that this would be die place 
to stay of they returned. 

Because of this the apartments are 
often fully booked for some months 
ahead, or even farther in advance, 
in die peak seasons. However we 
are always glad to have Inquiries, 
and will be pleased to reserve an 
apartment for you whenever possible. 


Fletcher Christian 


Holiday Apartments 
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EDITORIAL 

THE REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION into matters re¬ 
lating to Norfolk Island makes 74 specific recommendations 
for the Island’s future. 

There are, and will continue to be, differences of opin¬ 
ion as to which of these recommendations are good, which 
are bad and which are trivial. Such differences of opinion 
will depend in many cases on each person's previous broad 
attitudes about how life should be lived, and what role gov¬ 
ernment should take in life. 

Many arguments "for" or "against" the Report will not 
really be arguments about Sir John’s findings -- but simply 
old disagreements about political philosophy. 

People with deep-seated socialist beliefs will generally 
be pleased by the Report because it seems to hit people 
who have money, provide cash benefits for those who do 
not have money, and make everyone equal under a govern¬ 
ment that will make detailed rules about how everyone is to 
behave. 

People who believe that "that government governs best 
which governs least” will generally be against a number of 
the Report's most important recommendations. 

But people who study the Report hard will come to some 
quite different conclusions from either of those. For the past 
twelve days the editor of The News has done little else but 
read, re-read, discuss, think about, and try to reach a bal¬ 
anced, clear understanding of the Report. While twelve days 
of study is not enough to understand all of the implications of 
the Report it is enough to arrive at one basic conclusion 
that looms high above any of the Report’s individual recom¬ 
mendations. 

It is this: 

The Nimmo Report, taken as a whole, cannot be put into 
effect. It contains a number of fundamental recommenda¬ 
tions, all of essential importance in Sir John's view of the 
Island’s future — but at least five of these are in direct con¬ 
flict with equally essential recommendations. The Report 
tries to achieve a balance of ideas, but it crashes on the 
rocks: its aims are mutually exclusive. One cannot "put the 
Nimmo Report into effect". One can only pick some of its 
objectives, make them into law, and then discover too 
late that equally important objectives have been lost. 

It is set out as if it were a plan, but it is merely a report 
of findings and notions. Plans have to be workable. It has 
value to anyone studying Norfolk Island history, but if it 
were a set of blueprints for a house it would be rejected by 
any competent Building Board, perhaps with a notation 
saying "Structural calculations deficient. Incapable of being 
built without collapse during construction, with attendant 
risk to lives and property." 

Let us consider five fundamental points on which the Re¬ 
port urges that we go in two opposite directions at once. 

Norfolk Island's economy, says Sir John, rests on tourism. 
"Norfolk Island's future and sole hope of achieving any econ¬ 
omic balance lies in the tourist industry," he says. "The 
vital thing is not to take any action which may threaten that 
industry's essential components..." 
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Yet in another major recommendation made elsewhere 
in the Report, he advocates that the Island be taxed by the 
Commonwealth in all of the ways that the residents of Can¬ 
berra are taxed. 

Norfolk's tourist economy, based on wages and other 
costs as they are now, is in reasonably good shape but can 
not be said to be booming. Our tourists come from Australia 
and New Zealand and there are other attractive places they 
can go, for prices that offer serious competition to Norfolk. 

Our present costs are high, partly because everything 
that comes to the Island has to bear big freight charges. Air 
fares to the Island are high: it costs a family of four $1,000 
in fares alone to vacation here from Sydney. 

Sir John says that it.is estimated that income tax, gift 
duty and death duty would take $1,020, 000 a year out of 
Norfolk. He does not estimate the effect of workers com¬ 
pensation costs, excise duties on "duty-free" spirits and cig¬ 
arettes that are so attractive to tourists, excise tax on pet¬ 
rol and aviation fuel, or other items such as the expense of 
changing from relatively simple Norfolk Island accounting 
systems to full-scale Australian tax accounting. But no one 
with any economic experience could accept the notion that 
such costs could be added onto the Island's outgo without 
making out tourist industry less competitive. 

Which is it to be? (A) Avoid anything that may threat¬ 
en our tourist industry? or (B) Put full Canberra taxation in¬ 
to Norfolk? You cannot do both. Which one? A or B? 

Equal rights and duties must apply to all citizens of the 
one country. Sir John says. He says that the Berwick High 
Court decision establishes that Norfolk Island is part of the 
Commonwealth, and that Norfolk Island people must there¬ 
fore have all the benefits mainlanders receive from the Gov¬ 
ernment, and pay all of the taxes mainlanders pay to the 
Government. It does not seem important to him that Nor¬ 
folk Island would prefer to have its own tax system, and 
pay for its own benefits system, worked out to meet the 
needs of the people who actually live on this Island. "In¬ 
equitable treatment being accorded parties within the one 
nation should not be tolerated, ” he says. 

Yet in another major recommendation made elsewhere 
in the Report, he advocates that restrictions on immigration 
into Norfolk Island be continued (which denies mainlanders 
the right to move to another part of "the one nation") and 
that Norfolk continue to charge local customs duties (which 
denies mainlanders the right to ship goods to another part 
of "the one nation" without paying duty) and that the Nor¬ 
folk postal system be continued (which refuses to accept 
stamps sold in another part of "the one nation”). 

Unlimited Immigration from Australia would be the end 
of Norfolk Island as it is now. There is probably no one 
change that could be made in the Island that would so pro¬ 
foundly affect its future. 

Where does the truth lie? Sir John does not argue that 
the Island really needs mainland social service benefits — 
in fact he says that "in the eyes of most Island residents 
there is little or no hardship in respect of these matters." 

He says we must have them because rights in the one na¬ 
tion must be uniform. Yet he says that mainland Austral¬ 
ians should be denied certain rights on Norfolk Island. 

Which is it to be? (A) Assure that all Australian r ights 
and duties apply fully in Norfolk Island? or (B) Maintain a 
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different set of rights and duties especially suited to Norfolk 
Island — including immigration controls? You cannot do 
both- Which one? Are we to have A? Or B? 

A trial period of local self-government is recommended 
by Sir John. He says the purpose of this would be "to grant 
the Island a measure of local self-government and test the 
residents' capacity in such an endeavour over a trial period 
of at least five years before reviewing the situation. Such 
a course would.. .give the Island a chance to acquire know¬ 
ledge and experience in self-government... for a period 
which may prove to be a transition to ultimate independence." 

Yet in another major recommendation, mentioned earlier 
he advocates that the full mainland system of taxation and 
the full mainland system of social service benefits should be 
applied in the Island. 

Come, come, now. Does anyone with any experience of 
large govern menu actually believe that after five yean of 
integration into the Australian systems, Norfolk could extract 
itself from them? That benefits would be taken away? That 
taxes would be amoved? Particularly if the Island's tourist 
economy had slumped away? 

Which is it to be? (A) A genuine trial period of local 
self-government, leaving Norfolk Island some genuine op¬ 
tions of choice at the end of the trial? or (B) Five years of 
becoming enmeshed in the mainland systems? You can't 
have both. Which do you want? Shall it be A? Or B? 

A representative form of government is recognised by Sir 
John as "an accepted principle in civilised societies." He 
recommends that Norfolk Island residents should be able to 
elect a local Council with some executive powers. 

But many of the most important powers in governing the 
Island, he advocates should be in the hands of the Common¬ 
wealth. These powers would cover such specific Island mat¬ 
ters as land development and ownership, health services, so¬ 
cial security, education and tourism generally. 

Sir John proposes that Norfolk Island should have represen¬ 
tative government on these and other Commonwealth mat¬ 
ters — by allowing Norfolk Island voters to vote in the elec¬ 
tions that select the members of Parliament who represent 
Canberra. 

This seems very close to what lawyers call "a legal fic¬ 
tion" -- that is, something which is accepted as being so, 
for legal purposes, even though everyone knows that in real¬ 
ity it is not so. We are about 850 voters on Norfolk Island. 
Canberra is an electorate of about 80, 000 voters, and Parlia¬ 
ment is scarcely the place where Norfolk land ownership and 
development, Norfolk tourism and other Island matters will 
be thoughtfully considered, with responsiveness to the voters 
of the Island. 

Which is it to be? (A) Should Norfolk Island have gen¬ 
uinely representative government? or (B) Should we be assign¬ 
ed a vote in an electorate whose needs arid interests are to¬ 
tally foreign to ours? You can’t have both. A or B? 

Norfolk's environment is precious to everyone on the Islmd 
and Sir John recognises this in mentioning that Norfolk's first 
two "main charms are the scenic beauty of its land and sea¬ 
scapes, the rustic tranquility of its environment..." These 
are among the essential components he says our tourist in¬ 
dustry offers -- adding that "the vital thing is not to take 
any action which may threaten (these) essential compon¬ 
ents. " 
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Yet elsewhere he recommends that Norfolk’s airport be 
expanded not merely to handle small jets, but to a size 
that could handle international Boeing 747's in an emergency, 
be big enough to handle heavy jets as a regular matter, and 
be big enough to accept heavy planes flying in heavy equip¬ 
ment that might some day be urgently needed by "mining 
companies interested in the surrounding sea-bed. ” 

Which is it to be? (A) Do nothing that threatens the en¬ 
vironment? or (B) Build a Boeing 747 airport on our tiny 
Island? Sir John belittles the environmental effects of such 
an airport, and says the Chapel can be moved, residents 
can be moved and compensated, and people and birds will 
be able to tolerate the noise, fumes and vibration pollution. 
Island conservationists do not agree. You can't do both. 
Which is better for Norfolk? Choose between A or B. 

A CAMPAIGN has already started on the mainland to press 
the recommendations of the Report through as quickly as 
possible. There is great natural momentum for acceptance 
of a Report that took so long to prepare, covers so many mat¬ 
ters, and looks so authoritative. 

As a nation, Australia appears to gain nothing from the 
recommendations. Sir John, an expert in tax matters, says 
that tax abuses have virtually stopped and that since the Ber¬ 
wick case. Taxation Office investigators are now able "to 
take any necessary steps to curb or eliminate whatever tax 
avoidance activities remain." Under his "plan” he expects 
Norfolk to be a heavy economic drain on Australia, in return 
for which Australia gets little more than a meteorological 
station. 

There are two sorts of people who appear to favour the 
Report wholly, either not knowing or not caring about its 
crippling faults of logic. A few dedicated socialist believ¬ 
ers -- several on the Island and perhaps many more on the 
mainland -- are convinced the Report furthers their earnest¬ 
ly-held philosophies. And an unknown number of civil ser¬ 
vants are pressing the Report forward; we believe they wish 
mainly to "correct an anomaly". Norfolk Island is certain¬ 
ly an anomaly. 

Meanwhile it seems plain that the great majority of 
people on Norfolk believe this is probably the last place in 
the civilised world where it is possible to practice an old- 
fashioned kind of life, based on the family, on the unpol¬ 
luted earth, free of the bureaucracies and heavy taxation 
and proliferation of laws on top of laws that encrust so much 
of the world. Mainlanders may think we are odd. But we 
cause trouble to no one, and are willing to pay the price 
for our apartness; isolation, fewer services and benefits, 
harder work, and sometimes loneliness. 

It seems plain that the great majority of people on Nor¬ 
folk want to continue in close and cordial relationship with 
Australia, and that the last thing they want is for some sort 
of tin-pot new "nation" to be set up on the Island. They 
don’t want to dodge taxes, despite Sir John's caustic feelings 
and conclusions; they merely want to pay sensible taxes to a 
sensible system in a sensible community. 

The Minister for Administrative Services carries a mass¬ 
ive burden of responsibilities, of which Norfolk is only one 
small part. But we prayerfully hope he will personally con¬ 
sider the self-destructive conflicts within the Nlmmo Report 
before its momentum begins permanently damaging Norfolk. 
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• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Can, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowen. rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 






Main Points In 
Powerful 
Speech 

• THE CLAIM that Norfolk Island 
is a serious economic burden to 
Australia is based on a false calcu¬ 
lation. The Department of the Cap¬ 
ital Territory included 28 items of 
cost totalling $2.500, 000 which 
the Nimmo Report says are "annual 
outgoings from Australia to Norfolk 
Island". N.I.Council says at least 
21 of these are either seriously ov¬ 
erstated or totally inapplicable to 
Norfolk. 

Three of die "totally inapplica¬ 
ble" items add up to more than 
half of die supposed $2, 500, 000. 

• NORFOLK Island's way of life is 
the real issue. Australia might 
have the right to change our way 
of life if it could show (a) Norfolk 
was harming others, (b) Norfolk 
was harming itself, or (c) Norfolk 
needs to be punished. None are 
true. 

• IN AT LEAST 12 major ways, 
the Nimmo Report recommenda¬ 
tions would mean "massive changes 
in a way of life we treasure”. 

• A REFERENDUM should be held 
to prove whether the people of the 
Island want the way of life radical¬ 
ly changed. A Referendum is being 
resisted "in official quarters". 

• UNTIL A REFERENDUM is held, 
"any actions taken by the Common¬ 
wealth Government to begin chang¬ 
ing our way of life by putting any 
of Sir John Nimmo's recommenda¬ 
tions into effect must be recognised 
as an indefensible intrusion against 
human rights". 

•IF THE HARMFUL recommenda¬ 
tions in the Nimmo Report are re¬ 
moved, "there is no central theme 
or purpose" left in the Report. 

• "1 ASK THAT the Nimmo Re¬ 
port be laid aside, in shaping the 
Island's future." 

• HOPE THAT Norfolk will remain 
a Territory of Australia. 

• "I DO NOT BELIEVE there is the 
slightest wish for independence 
among the vast majority" 

• LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT, as 
proposed to die Royal Commission 
by the N. I. Council, would be work¬ 
able and also acceptable to Aus¬ 
tralia. Many of its details need to 
be considered with wisdom. ’There 
is no need for, and there should 

not be, any undue haste. I would 
hope Australia would be willing to 
sit down with us, and try to help 
us work out the details well, in the 
course of this new year”. 



Highest Elected Representative Says 

NIMMO PLANS WOULD 
PERMANENTLY RUIN 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
WAY OF LIFE 

PRESIDENT of Committees William aside" in the planning of Norfolk's 
A. Blucher, Norfolk Island's highest future government and status, 
elected representative of voters on The meeting was not broadcast 

the Island, formally asked at a and it was not possible to obtain a 

special Norfolk Island Council meet- direct recording. The following Is 
ing December 10th that the Report the written text of Councillor Blu- 

of the Royal Commission be laid cher's address. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL, In “ r gi"g * e Council to state its 

who are the only elected represent- views quickly, the Administrator 

atives of the people of Norfolk Isl- has several times said "The place to 

and. have been asked to comment begin is at the beginning. Let us be- 

on a very complicated set of propo- gin at the beginning. By the be- 

sals that would radically change the ginning", the Administrator means 

way of life on the Island. the first two paragraphs of the Royal 

This set of proposals is made in Commission Report, 

the Report of the Royal Commission I agree that we should begin at the 

into Matters Relating to Norfolk Isl - beginning, but with respect 1 do hot 
and, which has been tabled in Parlia- accept the idea that the Royal Com¬ 
ment. The Royal Commission was mission Report is the beginning. The 

appointed because the Australian true beginning is the Norfolk Island 

Government of the day believed wa y °f life- 

that Norfolk Island's present form of Since 1866, when our ancestors the 

administration had become outmo- Pitcairn families were re-settled on 

ded and inappropriate. Norfolk and the Island was set apart 


for them, a most unusual and dis¬ 
tinctive way of life has grown here 
and taken shape. 

The Norfolk IS land way of life is 
the result of many forces. 

It is based partly on die fact that 
we are an island, three miles by five 
miles in size, a thousand miles out in 
the Pacific Ocean from Sydney, with 
a population now of about 1600 people. 

Our way of life is partly based on 
the fact that this is a very beautiful 
Island, with a semi-tropical climate 
and good soil. 

It is also an important part of our 
way of life that since 1856 we have 
been a territory under the protection 
and guidance of, first, England, and 
since 1913 of Australia. 

"WE HAVE FOR GENERATIONS 
BEEN ALMOST FULLY 
SELF-SUPPORTING... " 

We have for generations been an al¬ 
most fully self-supporting territory. I 
say "almost" because the Island needs 
help and guidance - mostly guidance - 
from people who have experience that 
we lack. 

It would be wasteful for us to make 
and support our own currency, for ex¬ 
ample. and it is a help to us to be 
able to use Australian currency. It 
would be foolish for us to try to have 
our own foreign affairs representation 
in other countries, and Australia pro¬ 
vides that for us. It is reassuring to 
us to have the protection ot a large 
country with defence forces, because 
we could not defend ourselves. We 
need good educational curricula, 
and we need teachers who have been 
well trained. We need good health 
regulations to follow. We need 
guidance in the form of laws that 
have been written and used else¬ 
where, which we can examine and 
learn from in working out laws that 
are suitable to Norfolk Island. We 
need an international standard of 
air and shipping safety regulations. 

We need higher courts where de¬ 
cisions made in the Norfolk Island 
Court can be appealed to. 

We need many such kinds of gui¬ 
dance - Australia kindly provides 
them, although Norfolk Island pays 
most of the actual costs involved. 

We pay for our own school for ex¬ 
ample, and for our own hospital. 

But some services are provided free, 
and we hope these would continue 
to be provided free: as an example, 
foreign affairs representation. We 
are glad to have Australia represent 
us in many countries of the world 
without asking us to pay, just as 
England represented Australia in 


many countries of the world with¬ 
out asking Australia to pay. 

It has been charged that Norfolk 
Islirid is a serious economic burden 
to Australia. 

This charge is made by Sir John 
Nimmo, the Royal Commissioner, 
who states that there were $2. 500, 000 
of annual outgoings from Australia to 
Norfolk Island in the last financial 
year. This suin was worked out by 
the Department of the Capital Terri¬ 
tory in a submission made to the 
Royal Commission. 

The calculation is false. It was 
refuted at the time by the Norfolk 
Island Council, and I will be glad to 
refute it again for anyone who is in¬ 
terested. In these remarks I will men¬ 
tion only three examples of the false¬ 
ness of the calculation. 

1. The Norfolk Island Meteorolo¬ 
gical Station is included as a $67, 000 
annual outgoing from Australia to Nor¬ 
folk Island. This station makes no 
forecasts for Norfolk. It exists purely, 
as a reporting station required by the 
Australian meteorological system. It 
is not a cost of Norfolk Island, but of 
Australia. 

2. Losses of $750, 000 a year by 
Qantas on the Sydney-to-Norfolk 
route are included as an annual out¬ 
going from Australia to Norfolk Island. 
This sum was the result of an Austral¬ 
ian policy that Qantas should operate 
the route. East-West Airlines has just 
been appointed to take over the route, 
and it expects to earn money on the 
run. It will need no Australian sub¬ 
sidy. There is no $750, 000 annual 
outgoing from Australia to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 


FIGURE OF $435, 700 
WAS "SHEER FANTASY" 

3. The cost of services provided 
to Norfolk Island by the Australian 
Department of Labour and Immigra- 
tion, and the Australian Department 
of Education, is included as being 
$435, 700. These two Departments 
submitted no cost estimates whatso¬ 
ever, and they provided no signifi¬ 
cant services whatsoever. The figure 
of $435,700 is sheer fantasy. It was 
invented because a grand total of 
$2, 500, 000 sounded like a nice, 
round number. $435,700 more 
was needed to reach that number, 
and those two Departments were the 
only ones not heard from. 

In all, there are 28 items erf sup¬ 
posed "annual outgoings from Aust¬ 
ralia to Norfolk Island" in the cal¬ 
culation presented by the Depart¬ 
ment of die Capital Territory. At 


least 21 of these items in the opinion 
of the Norfolk Island Council are 
either seriously overstated or are to¬ 
tally inapplicable to the true costs of 
the Island. I have mentioned only 
three of those items. Those three to¬ 
tal $1,252,700, which is mote than 
half of the imagined total of $2| 
million a year. 

Any calculation that includes a 
few false items, amounting to over 
half the total, is a false calculation 
that should not be relied on until it 
has been completely re-examined 
and corrected. 

FALSE CALCULATION WAS 

USED AS "A FOUNDATION ON 
WHICH TO BUILD HIS 
ENTIRE REPORT" 

Sir John Nimmo accepted that false 
calculation without examining it 
closely for accuracy. He then used it 
as a foundation on which to build 
his entire Report and his recommenda¬ 
tions for the Island. 

After spending a year on his en¬ 
quiry, Sir John concluded that the 
most important and vital decision, 
from which all other decisions must 
flow, is whether Australia should aban¬ 
don Norfolk Island or continue to 
accept responsibility for maintaining 
it. 

In weighing that all-important de¬ 
cision, he says, and 1 quote, 

"If the Government chooses to stay 
in the Island, it should set out clear¬ 
ly the conditions and policies under 
which it will continue to treat the 
Island as part of Australia. As the . 
net overall financial burden is clear¬ 
ly being borne by mainland Australia 
and no one else, it is proper that the 
Commonwealth Government should 
have this choice. If Norfolk Island 
residents were meeting this cost then 
they would have a case for exercis¬ 
ing the choice themselves via a ref¬ 
erendum. It wou Id be nonsensical 
for a minuscule group of 1600 people, 
who have never contributed anything 
to Australia by way of taxes and 
from whom Australia can be expect¬ 
ed to receive minimal or no econom¬ 
ic benefit, to claim the right to de¬ 
mand that Australia continue to sup¬ 
port them on their own terms. It is 
Australia's choice, not theirs, and 
it is for Australia to set dow n the 
terms under which it may be willing 
to continue to pay for the sustenance 
of Norfolk Island. ” Unquote. 

Sir John Nimmo has accepted a 
false calculation, and his major 
conclusion is false as a result. 

The net overall financial burden 
of Norfolk Island is not being borne 



by mainland Australia, but by the 
people and the economy of Norfolk 
Island itself.. 

The people of Norfolk Island are 
not, as Sir John assumes, claiming 
any right to demand that Australia 
continue to support them. 

Australia is not paying for the sus¬ 
tenance of Norfolk Island. The Isl¬ 
and very largely pays for its own 
sustenance, and die people of Nor¬ 
folk Island should, as a matter of 
fairness, have a voice in shaping 
the future of die Island. 

Many nations have many terri¬ 
tories that must be heavily subsidised. 
The Royal Commission figures give 
a false - and, I feel, degrading - 
impression that Norfolk Island is 
such a territory. It is not. 

Norfolk Island virtually supports 
itself. It has done so for 120 years. 

It has no public debt, but actually 
has a small surplus in reserve. 

I would think Australia would find 
this a source of pleasure and satisfac¬ 
tion, rather than trying to pretend 
that we are a serious burden. 

The good way of life on Norfolk 
Island comes from the earth, the sun, 
the rain, the sea, the hard work and 
co-operation of the people who live 
here, and from the beauty and peace¬ 
fulness of the Island, which attract 
a growing number of tourists here. 

It does not come from Canberra or 
from the Australian budget. 

NOTION THAT NORFOLK 
MIGHT BE "ABANDONED" IS 
PREPOSTEROUS... BUT... 

Sir John Nimmo says that perhaps 
Australia should abandon Norfolk 
Island, on the grounds that it is a 
great expense. I hope this notion 
will be recognised as being exactly 
what it is - preposterous: But if it 
should for some strange reason be 
taken seriously, and Australia should 
abandon us, we could certainly want 
to find another large power that 
would be accommodating enough to 
provide the kind of support we do 
need, at very little cost to itself. 


If you ask people on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and whether they like the Norfolk 
Island way of life, the answer is an 
overwhelming ” yes”. People here 
prefer it to the way of life they may 
have known anywhere else in die 
world. 

But now a Royal Commission Re¬ 
port has recommended that our way 
of life be almost completely changed. 
I will speak about twelve of these 


recommended changes. Many others 
are recommended as well. 

1. Self reliance. Norfolk Island 
is largely self-supporting. People 
who live here know that we have to 
get along pretty well on our own. We 
do not look to the outside world for 
hand-outs. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that we be meshed into the Australian 
Government financial system, and 
that we be encouraged to rely on econ¬ 
omic support from Canberra. 

2. Our laws. Norfolk Island has 
its own set of fairly simple and clear 
laws, most of them made to suit the 
needs of die Island. In general, it is 
possible for an ordinary citizen to get 
a copy of the law on some subject, 
read it, understand it, and know what 
he can do. In die past several years 
the Council has been increasingly con¬ 
cerned about the number of new laws 
that have been imposed on the Island 
from Canberra, not because they were 
needed or wanted here, but because 
Australia wanted them. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that our own set of laws should have 
superimposed on it the entire tangled 
range of Australian laws, 

3. Taxation. It has been thought 
by some that Norfolk Island is tax- 
free. This is not so. There is a con¬ 
siderable Norfolk Island tax system — 
but it is a Norfolk Island kind of system. 

We pay customs duties on all 
goods that are shipped into die Island, 
and that is a great deal, because we 
produce no manufactured goods our¬ 
selves. 

We pay extremely heavy freight 
charges to bring these goods in, and 
this is a form of tax that affects evpry 
one of us in a real way. 

We pay an annual works call 
levy. Some years ago the works call 
system was more typical of Norfolk 
Island than it is now; each man was ex¬ 
pected to work a certain number of 
days per year on the roads, or on other 
community jobs. He could .pay money 
instead of working, if he preferred. 

That system was abolished by Australia 
because they felt it was a violation of 
some United Nations agreement against 
"forced labour". I thought the change 
was a shame. Now everyone just pays 
the money. 

We pay a kind of tax through a 
local Norfolk Island Administration 
monopoly on the sale of beer, wines 
and spirits. These are sold at prices 
far below mainland prices, but there 
is still a very large margin of profit 
that helps pay local government ex¬ 
penses. 

We pay a wide range of small 
fees for registration of cars, dogs, 
guns and other such matters. 


We pay a "Norfolk Island" 
form of tax for transport - that is, 
do it yourself. There is no govern¬ 
ment transport of any kind on the Isl¬ 
and, and every individual expects to 
pay for and maintain his own trans¬ 
port. 

The same thing applies to 
water and Sewerage. There is none 
provided by government. Every home 
must catch, or dig for, its own water 
supply, and provide its own sewer¬ 
age, which must meet proper health 
requirements. City people may 
think that water is free if you catch 
it from the rain, but catching it, 
storing it and pumping it are a very 
expensive and uncertain opftta^tm, 
which government does on the main¬ 
land, but which Norfolk Islanders do 
for themselves. 

A PARTICULAR NORFOLK 
ISLAND "TAX” — "THOUGH WE 
SCARCELY THINK OF IT THAT 
WAY..." 

We on Norfolk Island pay an¬ 
other kind of tax every day, although 
we scarcely think of it that way. On 
Norfolk Island we care for our own, 
When someone is ill, or in need, or 
requires a hand, family and friends 
and neighbours make the effort to 
help. We do not pay taxes to a 
government and say "here, you look 
after those hardship cases for us". We 
do it ourselves. 

Norfolk Island is not tax free. 

We pay substantial taxes, in a Nor¬ 
folk Island manner. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that the full range of Australian taxes 
should be added on top of the Norfolk 
Island taxes that seem to be adequate 
for our needs. 

I would not question the need 
for heavy income taxes in Australia. 
There are many mainland jobs that 
have to be done by die Commonwealth 
Government. It must finance vast 
Government offices and wages and 
expenses; a defence force; tremendous 
transport systems; a postal system; 
universities; research; foreign affairs 
representation overseas; agricultural 
services; it must provide heavy sup¬ 
port for the States; it must pay heavy 
interest on the national debt; and it 
must pay for very extensive social 
welfare benefits; it must pay its share 
of developing other countries to de¬ 
velop themselves. But these have 
very little to do with Norfolk Island 

Taking a general economic 
view, there is no question that the 
addition of heavy new Australian tax¬ 
es would considerably increase the 
costs, and therefore the prices, of 
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our tourist industry. The tourist in¬ 
dustry is our only sigpificant way of 
bringing new, outside income into 
Norfolk Island. We are keenly aware 
of the need to keep the growth of 
tourism under control, so that it does 
not spoil the Island, but the entire 
Island needs the income that the 
industry yields. I do not think there 

"I DO NOT BELIEVE NORFOLK 

CAN RISK A GAMBLE WITH ITS 

ONLY REAL INDUSTRY" 

is any question but that heavy added 
taxes would make Norfolk Island much 
less competitive in the tourist indus¬ 
try. It might hurt the Island only 
modejapriy; it might hurt it very 
greatly; but I do not believe Norfolk 
can risk a gamble with its only real 
industry. It is in competition with 
New Caledonia, Singapore, Fiji, 
Honolulu, and Australian and New 
Zealand resorts -- and the compet¬ 
ition is very close indeed. Our 
tourist industry should be nurtured 
and encouraged. It must not be made 
less competitive. 

4. Hospital . Part of the Norfolk 
Island way of life is that we have our 
own 17 bed hospital, with a full-time 
doctor, a part-time doctor, and var¬ 
ious consulting doctors that call in to 
the Island from time to time. The 
hospital is regularly inspected by 
mainland authorities, and they give 
it very high ratings. More important 
than ratings, the hospital gives a kind 
of patient care that is personal and 
neighbourly. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that the hospital should be taken out 
of our hands, and become a Common¬ 
wealth Government Hospital. Pre¬ 
sumably it would then be run accord¬ 
ing to Commonwealth Government 
procedure manuals governing pro¬ 
cedures, duties, rights, hours, report¬ 
ing, and a great array of other details. 
These may be necessary in large 
mainland hospital systems. I believe 
that on Norfolk Island they would 
lead to a work-to-regulations atti¬ 
tude, and would lessen the wonder¬ 
ful degree of genuine concern for 
patients that exists now. 

5. School . An important part of 
the Norfolk Island way of life is our 
school, which goes up through to 
fourth form. It is a great source of 
pride and of community involvement. 
It is staffed with teachers on leave 
from the N.S.W. school system, and 
follows the N.S.W. Department of 
Education curricula. Norfolk Island 
youngsters who go on for further 
schooling almost always go to Syd¬ 
ney, and they fit right into the school 


system in N..S.W. For some years 
now, every single student in the 
senior class at our school has passed 
the N.S.W. examinations for that 
educational level. 

Incidentally, Norfolk pays for 
the teachers’ salaries and their trans¬ 
port to and from Norfolk. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that this good relationship with the 
N.S.W. education system be con¬ 
tinued - but with one new addition, 
namely that the school would be 
placed under the supervision of the 
Commonwealth Department of Edu¬ 
cation. 

That Department made a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission 
that was, in many ways, seriously 
critical of our school. We on the Isl¬ 
and believed, and I think with good 
reason, that the criticism was unjust 
and reflected a lack of familiarity 
with the facts. That is the Depart¬ 
ment which it is proposed would take 
charge of the N.S.W. people who 
actually run the school. 

N. S. W. seems to be happy to 
help Norfolk on the present basis. 

But if they are required to accept 
Commonwealth supervision, I am 
quite sure that very soon they would 
say, "We can't work this way. If 
the Commonwealth wants to ran it, 
let them run it. We are withdrawing. " 

6. Social benefits . An important 
part of the Norfolk Island way of life, 
as I have said before, is that we take 
care of our own. To mention just 
one example, a comparison between 
a typical elderly person on Norfolk 
and a typical old-age pensioner in 
Sydney or Melbourne would show a 
remarkable contrast. The Norfolk Isl¬ 
and way of life provides an older per¬ 
son with a Kind of affection and sup¬ 
port and acceptance that make the 
mainland pension system look almost 
degrading by comparison - this sup¬ 
port includes weekly payments of 
cash, financed by Norfolk Island, 
which are set from time to time at 
levels that we believe are reasonable 
for Island conditions. 

” THE NORFOLK ISLAND WAY 
OF LIFE WORKS, ON NORFOLK" 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that all Australian Social Service Bene¬ 
fits be applied on Norfolk. Yet Sir 
John Nimmo said that he could find no 
hardship on Norfolk. That is quite a 
rare and fine state of affairs, in this 
day and age. The Norfolk Island way 
of life works, on Norfolk Island. It 
does not need to be changed over for 
some orher system, however "mod¬ 
em" that new system is supposed to 
be. 


7. Voting . Part of the Norfolk 
Island way of life is that we vote for 

a local Council to represent us. There 
is great interest in the Council's act¬ 
ivities, and the regularly monthly 
meetings are broadcast in full - once 
"live" and again the following even¬ 
ing, for people who could not listen 
to the first broadcast. 

There has been serious concern 
on the Island for some years that our 
Council has no executive authority, 
but can only advise an Administrator 
sent from Australia. We would like 
to elect people .who could manage 
Island affairs themselves. We do not, 
frankly, maintain regular Interest or 
awareness of mainland politics, and 
certainly don’t feel we should have 
any say in diem. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that Norfolk Island be put into the 
electorate of Canberra. This is simply 
ridiculous. It would not give us 
representation except in a meaning¬ 
less, legal way. Among other things, 
it would be an intrusion on our part 
into Canberra affairs, which could 
not be welcomed and which we would 

"ONE OF THE CORNERSTONES 

OF OUR WAY OF LIFE... " 

8. Land Ownership & Land Use. 

One of die most important parts of the 
Norfolk Island way of life is our 
attachment to the land. It is probably 
our dearest possession. We feel a very 
deep need to control it ourselves. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that the Commonwealth Government 
should have all control of all land 
matters, including zoning and town 
planning. This would be a basic 
change in one of the cornerstones of 
the Norfolk Island way of life. 

9. Workers Regulations. A part 
of the Norfolk Island way of life is 
that many people have several jobs, 
perhaps none of them full-time. 
Wherever one works on Norfolk, or 
whatever the job is, it is Norfolk 
practice to lend a hand where a hand 
is needed. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that workers compensation rules. In¬ 
ternational Labor Organisation conven¬ 
tions. and much of foe machinery 
needed for union demarcation regula¬ 
tions and dispute handling, be extend¬ 
ed into Norfolk Island. We don't have 
strikes and tie-ups and disputes. There 
are often disagreements and sometimes 
dissatisfactions, but the Norfolk sys¬ 
tem works very well on the Island. As 
one example the Island's lighterage and 
stevedore crews handle cargo from ship 
to the shore for far less than the same 
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operation would cost in the port of Syd¬ 
ney using the marvellous power equip¬ 
ment they have at their disposal. 

10. The right to return to the Island . 
It has been a tradition for generations 
on Norfolk that this was our homeland. 
People often have had to move away, 
but many of them, now living in Aust¬ 
ralia or in New Zealand, hold in their 
minds and hearts die thought that some 
day, when they can, they will move 
back to Norfolk Island. Because 

they were born here, at present 
they have the right to do so. 

The Nimmo Report recom¬ 
mends that this right be abolished 
and immigration to the Island would 
be on a first-come, first-served ba¬ 
sis, and people who now dream of 
"returning home" would have to take 
their place in the queue without any 
rights to residency. 

11. Transport. An important part 
of the Norfolk Island way of life is 
that we have small-scale but good 
links with Australia aid New Zealand. 
For air transport, we have relied for 
many years on the fine reliable old 
DC4s operated by Qantas. They will 
be retired in March, and small F-27s 
will replace them. The Norfolk Isl¬ 
and airport may have to be upgraded 
to some extent if we should later shift 
to small F -28 jet aircraft, but we 
would like to keep airport extensions 
as small as possible. Jig airports 

are damaging for the environment, 
and Norfolk Island's peaceful environ¬ 
ment is worth preserving. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
not that our airport be upgraded for 
F-27 aircraft; not that it be upgraded 
for F -28 aircraft; but that it be made 
into a full-blown international at • 
port capable of handling Boeing 747 
jumbo jets. 

There are many puzzling ideas 
in the Nimmo Report, but this one 
is among the most puzzling of all. 

So far as 1 know, no evidence given 
to the Royal Commission even 
suggested a super-jet airport. Our 
tourist industry does not need it, 
and never will, if we are to have 
any control over tourism. 

I know of only one real pur¬ 
pose that would require such an air¬ 
port; and that is if Norfolk Island 
should be turned into Australia's 
Offshore High Security Animal 
Quarantine Station. 

12. Crime and punishment. An 
important part of the Norfolk Island 
way of life is that we have no ma¬ 
jor crime. We do not even have a 
proper gaol. We seem to get along 
very well without one. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that a big new police station and gaol 
should be built, and that perhaps a 


correctional institution for young 
criminals should be built. Sir John 
Nimmo says that our attitudes to¬ 
ward crime and punishment are not 
as sophisticated as on the mainland, 
and he apparently wants us to get in 
step with these mainland ideas. 

Sir, those are not all the recom¬ 
mendations of the Nimmo Report, 
but those twelve represent massive 
changes in a way of life we have 
treasured for generations. 

We do not want our way of life 
replaced by another way of life. 

By all that is fair and decent in 
modern civilisation, I believe Nor¬ 
folk Island is entitled to retain and 
preserve its way of life unless one 
of three causes can be shown. 

First Australia might have the 
right to change our way of life if it 
could be shown that, by being differ¬ 
ent, we are causing harm to others 
particularly Australia. 

For a number of years, Australia 
might have argued that this was in¬ 
deed the case. During those years, 
outsiders discovered that Norfolk 
Island's relatively simple laws 
could be used to their advantage. 

The Island became a tax haven that 
apparently cost the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment many millions or dollars 
in taxes that otherwise may have 
been payable. 


"THE TAX HAVEN IS OVER" 


But the tax haven is over - dead 
and gone. Sir John Nimmo is, 
among other things, a tax expert, . 
and the longest section of the Royal 
Commission Report is the one dis¬ 
cussing Norfolk's history as a tax 
haven. Having investigated in very, 
very great detail, Sir John concluded 
as follows and I quote from the Re¬ 
port; "In so far as income tax avoid¬ 
ance is concerned the overwhelming 
body of abuses has now been stopped.. 
Taxation Office investigators will be 
able.. to take any necessary steps to 
curb or eliminate whatever tax avoid¬ 
ance activities remain". 

In the summary of recommendations 
in the Report, there are 74 recommen¬ 
dations for Norfolk Island. Under the 
heading of Guideline (g), "The extent 
to which Norfolk Island has been and 
is being used to provide a base for 
activities (e. g. income tax. gift duty 
and death duty avoidance or evasion) 
which are harmful to the interests of 
Australia or of other countries, " Sir 
John Nimmo did not feel it was necess¬ 
ary to make one single recommenda¬ 
tion. 


Second. Australia might have the 
right to change our way of life if we 
were harming ourselves, and should 
be stopped from doing so. 

Sir John Nimmo searched and found 
no way in which this is so - he found 
no activity which could be said to be 
harmful to ourselves. 

Third, Australia might have the 
right to change our way of life if we 
had in some way offended against 
the world, or Australia, and were be¬ 
having in some way that called for 
punishment. 

Sir John Nimmo in various parts of 
his Report expresses a personal dis¬ 
taste for people on Norfolk Island, 
but I think we are simply differ¬ 
ent from some others. I do not 
really believe he would say that 
it is for Australia to punish us. 

If we are not harming others, if 
we are not harming ourselves, and 
if we are not deserving of punish¬ 
ment, I believe it is morally wrong 
for Australia to destroy a way of 
life that has been followed for gen¬ 
erations on Norfolk Island and is 
treasured by all the people. 

There is one other possible ground 
on which great changes might be 
imposed on our way of life. That 
would be if Australia believed the 
changes would actually improve our 
way of life, and that we ought to 
be-forced to try diem for a few 
years and see whether we liked them, 
with the understanding that if the 
changes proved to be harmful, they 
would be un-done. 

That is not what die Nimmo Re¬ 
port proposes. 

If Australia reduces our need to 
support ourselves; if Australia abol¬ 
ishes our simple laws and imposes 
complicated new ones; if Australia 
increases our costs by requiring us 
to pay full Australian taxes as well 
as our own in direct taxes and levies 
-- perhaps wrecking our tourist in¬ 
dustry in the process; if Australia 
takes our hospital out of our hands; 
if Australia disrupts our good rela¬ 
tionship with the N. S. W. Depart¬ 
ment of Education; if Australia gets us 
accustomed to receiving benefit 
cheques; if Australia forces us to 
vote in Canberra; if Australia takes 
over all powers over our land; if 
Australia allows and introduces 
mainland-style strife in our work 
force; if Australia removes the 
right of our people to come home; 
if Australia builds a Boeing 747 air¬ 
port in the middle of the Island, 
and gives us a big concrete gaol 
and police station - - Australia will 
have permanently ruined our present 
way of life. It could not conceivab¬ 
ly be an experiment that could be 
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un-done. 

Sir, yea might ask me how do 
I know the people of Norfolk Island 
would agree with these views? 

1 would answer that I feel ab¬ 
solutely positive that almost every 
person on the Island would agree, 
but I would add that the only real 
way to prove this would be to let 
the people of the Island speak for 
themselves in a Referendum. 

"ATTEMPTS BEING MADE... 

TO RESIST OR BLOCK 
A REFERENDUM" 

It is with deep regret and con¬ 
cern that I find attempts being 
made in official quarters to re¬ 
sist or block a Referendum. 

We are being told that there 
should not be a Referendum --be¬ 
cause the times are so confusing. 

We are told that the people cannot 
appraise issues calmly. We are told 
that a Referendum is not really want¬ 
ed by the majority. We are told it 
would be pandering to a minority. 

We are told it would be costly. We 
are told it would be time-consuming. 
Worst of all we are told that the 
Nimmo recommendations are not 
matters concerning the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, on which the Governor General 
may make ordinances. 

Sir, with the deepest respect, those 
are the sort of reasons that are given 
in dictatorships, for not holding 
Referenda. Australia is not a dicta¬ 
torship. Norfolk Island is not plan¬ 
ning anything sinister. What are 
these people afraid of? A Referen¬ 
dum only costs a few hundred dollars. 
It only takes a few months. Why do 
these people want to keep the citi¬ 
zens of Norfolk Island silent? What 
are their reasons? 

It is an appalling statement for 
anyone who knows anything of Norfolk 
Island or of the Nimmo Report to pre¬ 
tend that its recommendations are not 
matters affecting the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, on which die Governor General 
may make ordinances. 

The people of this Island have the 
right to a Referendum, and whatever 
moves may be made to resist or block 
that right, 1 intend as President of 
Committees and as an elected repre¬ 
sentative of the people to see that 
they have that right protected. I 
will use whatever ability and strength 
I have to see that the electors of this 
Island have the opportunity to ask 
for a Referendum. If the required 
number of electors ask for it, 1 will 


use whatever strength 1 have to see 
that such a Referendum is held, 
whatever may be done to resist or 
block it. 

I will also do whatever I can to 
see that such a Referendum is held 
only after the people have had ade¬ 
quate time to think carefully about 
the i sues, and to become clear in 
their own minds. ' 

I do not believe this can be done 
by January 17, which is the deadline 
arbitrarily laid down by die Minister 
for the comments of this Council on 
the Nimmo Report. I believe it may 
take two or perhaps three months 
longer than that. Sir John took 
much longer than that to prepare 
his report and recommendations -- 
what's the hurry? 

Until the people have this chance 
to speak, in the privacy of a polling 
booth, I wish to state my absolute 
conviction that any actions taken by 
the Commonwealth Government to 
begin changing our way of life by 
putting any of Sir John Nimmo's 
recommendations into effect must 
be recognised as an indefensible in¬ 
trusion against human rights. 

I am sure that the individuals in 
the Australian Public Service who 
would be in a position to start im¬ 
plementing the Report are decent 
and fair persons with a keen aware¬ 
ness of human rights. 

I feel sure that if they understand 
the facts they will put off taking any 
immediate actions. 

"I CALL FOR EVERY OTHER 
DECENT AUSTRALIAN... n 

But if they should commence 
putting the Report into effect before 
die people of Norfolk Island have had 
a chance to express their beliefs in 
privacy and on a ballot paper, I call 
as earnestly as I can for every other 
decent Australian to prevent a com¬ 
pletely unwarranted violation of die 
reasonable human .rights of the 1600 
people cm Norfolk Island. 

There is nothing in our way of life 
that is harming others. We are not 
harming ourselves. We do not need 
punishing. 

There is no morally defensible rea¬ 
son for urgency in implementing even 
one bit of the Report. The people de¬ 
serve to be heard, and a reasonable 
time should be allowed for them to 
think and then to vote. 

I will conclude by saying how I 
believe the Nimmo Report should 
be used, and by saying generally 
what 1 believe the future of Norfolk 


Island should be. 

A report laying out a plan for the 
future of a placeshould have a cen¬ 
tral theme - a set of clear beliefs 
and purposes that run through the re¬ 
port. 

V believe that if you remove the 
harmful ideas from the Nimmo Re¬ 
port, there is no central iheme or 
belief or purpose left. The con¬ 
structive ideas in the Nimmo Report 
do not add up to any clear vision of 
the future; they are merely a collec¬ 
tion of ideas, with no common pur¬ 
pose. 

"I ASK THAT THE NIMMO 
REPORT BE LAID ASIDE 
IN SHAPING THIS ISLAND’S 
FUTURE" 


It may be thought that we should 
start with those constructive ideas, 
at least, and work from them. I 
truthfully believe that sorting out 
the good from the bad in the Report 
would require far more work for 
Australia and for ourselves, and 
would involve far more risk to the 
Norfolk Island way of life, than if 
the Report is simply laid aside, in 
favour of some more sound approach 
that does have a central theme and 
purpose. I ask that the Nimmo Re¬ 
port be laid aside in shaping this 
Island's future. 

I believe that a sound alternative 
approach does in fact exist, and can 
be built on, although it s*Ql requires 
thought and effort to perfect it. 

In ^sensible and workable vision 
of Norfolk Island's future, I would 
hope we may be permitted to re¬ 
main a Territory of Australia, re¬ 
ceiving guidance and help in mat¬ 
ters in which we are inexperienced. 

I also hope we may continue to re¬ 
ceive some modest financial help if 
we can’t do few ourselves, and if 
Australia can afford it. I stress the 
word "modest”. 

I do not believe there is the slight¬ 
est wish for independence among the 
vast majority of the people of die Isl¬ 
and. 

I believe that a new form of local 
self -government, such as die Norfolk 
Island Council proposed after much 
study and knowledge of local matters, 
would be workable. I think it would 
put most of die responsibility for 
Norfolk Island on the shoulders of die 
Norfolk Island people. I think it 
would not only be acceptable to Aust¬ 
ralia, but should prove to be a source 
of satisfaction to Australia. 

Many details of the local self- 



government plan asked for by the 
Council need to be looked at close¬ 
ly, and considered with wisdom. 
There is no need for, and there 
should not be, any undue haste. I 
would hope Australia would be will¬ 
ing to sit down with us, and try to 
help us work out the details well, 
in die course of this new year. 


I wish to end these remarks with 
an expression of respect for a great * 
nation that has done much for Nor¬ 
folk Island and its people in die past. 

We appreciate what Australia has 
done for us. We are able very large¬ 
ly to support ourselves, 'and we are 
not beggars. We would like to re¬ 
main in close association with Aust¬ 



ralia. 

We need Australia. 

But even more than that, we need 
our Island and our way of life. 

I hope with all my heart that we 
may keep our Island, and our way 
of life, and at die same time keep 
our close ties with Australia too. 
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EDITORIAL 

IF YOU WANT the Nimmo Report's main recommendations to be 
put into effect -- full mainland benefits, full mainland taxes, 
full Commonwealth powers over land use (Crown Lease, Freehold, 
Subdivision, Town Planning), full introduction of Australian laws 
and a super-jet airport — you don’t have to do much of anything. 

The Report will be put into effect — at least the big points 
— unless someone does something to prevent it. 

• 

Sen. R.G. Withers, the only democratically-elected man 
in the Commonwealth Government who has direct responsibility 
for Norfolk Island, said to Council when he was here last March, 
"We won't be making decisions on the report without.. .giving 
it all the opportunity and time you want to comment and 
criticise.” ; 

To be realistic, he didn't mean we could take forever. 

He obviously meant we would be given a fair hearing, rather 
like a Minister conducting a wedding, who says - 

Speak now, or forever hold your peace. 

• 

Many on the Island have been waiting for a lead. Many have 
been feeling that Council, especially, ought to stand up and say 
what they think the Report would do for Norfolk -- or to Norfolk. 

President erf Committees Bill Blucher has now given a lead. 

In the elections for Council he received 564 votes out of the 
782 valid votes cast: 72% of the total. 

He says the Report would make massive changes in the 
Norfolk Island way of life. 

If you believe Norfolk's way of life ought to be improved 
by making massive changes in it, you don't need to do much of 
anything. The changes are. being worked on right now in 
Canberra. 

But if you believe Norfolk's way of life is good and should 
not be radically changed, you had better speak up. 

Now. 
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A CORRECTION 


WE HAVE BEEN ASKED by the editor of the 
"Norfolk Islander" to draw attention to an 
error in that newspaper’s December 11 cov¬ 
erage of the Norfolk Island Council meeting 
on December 10th; 

The "Norfolk Islander" article said that the 
Administrator of Norfolk Island had said that 
"The Prime Minister has undertaken that he 
will consider the views of the Norfolk Island 
people in determining the government’s 
action consequent upon the Royal Commis¬ 
sion recommendations. ” 

The Administrator had actually referred to 
"The Minister", not "the Prime Minister". 
The error was the result of lack of adequate 
press recording facilities in the Council 
Chamber, which the Administrator is con¬ 
sidering. 

It can not be assumed that the Prime Min¬ 
ister will consider the views of the people 
of Norfolk Island. 
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editorial 


FOR 120 YEARS Norfolk has been largely left alone, 
and has had to develop its own life-style, suited to 
the realities of a small mid-Pacific island and suit¬ 
ed to the beliefs of the people who have lived here. 

It is quite different from the life-style that has 
developed in large countries with large cities. It is 
a life-style built on Individual self-reliance, on com¬ 
munity co-operation, on low taxes and small govern¬ 
ment, and on simple laws. We don't lock our doors. 
We have no real gaol. 

Tens of thousands of visitors to Norfolk have been 
charmed by the Island's way of life. They say Nor¬ 
folk has been able to preserve something precious 
that the rest of the world has lost and wishes it could 
regain. 

This life-style is now in real danger of being legi¬ 
slated out of existence, because of the recommend¬ 
ations of a Judge who has never lived here and will 
probably never come back. He says we should br 
required to have more big-government handouts, 
have big-govemment policies laid down for us, have 
big-government taxes and have a whole library of 
complicated laws enacted by people many of whom 
don't even know where Norfolk Island is. 

He does not think the people of Norfolk Island 
should have any say in whether these changes are 
made or not. He says our opinions are merely "sub¬ 
jective” - while his are "objective”. He says we 
shouldn't be allowed a Referendum because we are 
not competent to think clearly. 

He says Australia has the right to change our 
life any way it likes because Australia has to spend 
$2.5 million every year to sustain us. He got that 


impression by mis-hearing the testimony of a sen¬ 
ior civil servant. He either did not hear, or disre¬ 
garded, the testimony of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil that the $2.5 million figure was mistaken. 
Perhaps he thought Council's evidence was mere¬ 
ly subjective, and that a high figure would be ob¬ 
jective. 

Most people in Australia know little and care less 
about Norfolk Island. They are caught in a big-gov » 
ernment life-style and probably think it is only fair 
that everyone else should be too. But every one of 
the eight elected representatives of the people of 
Norfolk Island says the Nimmo Report, unless it a 
changed in major ways, will harm the Island. 

BEING REALISTIC, the wishes and rights of the 1600 
people on Norfolk cannot be expected to matter 
greatly to people in Australia. But they are practi¬ 
cal people who can understand dollars and cents. 

Tourism is the only industry Norfolk Island has. 
Our tourist industry is barely able to compete, right 
now, with other tourist destinations. The Nimmo 
Report would make our tourist industry leu able to 
compete. 

The head of our Tourist Boud estimated that 
tourist costs on the Island might go up about 30% 
if-the Nimmo plans are pushed through. It could 
be more: ocean freight, which brings fat most of 
what tourists consume here, would probably increase 
to about three times the present rate. 

What effect would a 30% cost increase have on our 
tourist trade? The head of the largest Norfolk travel 
agency in Australia has considered that question and 
says: "It would be dramatic. There is no way we 
could sell It to the Australian people." 

DO YOU REALLY want us to give up our life-style 
and conform with yours, Australia? Do you really 
want it badly enough to undermine our only eco¬ 
nomic industry? 



DECEMBER WAS REMARKABLE on 
Norfolk Island, with almost daily 
developments and announcements 
indicating how the Nimmo Report 


might affect the Island. 

Early uncertainty about the recom¬ 
mendations continued in the first 
days of the month, with many on 
Norfolk (including most Councillors) 
waiting to see how others felt, after 
studying the Report. 

That hesitancy changed to alarm 
as it began to look as if the Report 
were not merely a proposal, but a - 
set of actions to be taken promptly. 

The attitudes of a great many on 
the Island were suddenly clarified 
by President of Commitees Bill Blu- 
cher's taking a strong stand on the 
Report. In a long speech that was 
quicltly circulated, he said die Re¬ 
port was built on a false assumption 
and called for it to be "laid aside" 
in planning Norfolk’s future. 


Council met on the 1st, 10th, 16th 
and 22nd. 

At the meeting on the 16th there 
developed something close to a con¬ 
frontation between Council and the 
Administrator - with Mr. O'Leary 
seeming to take a strongly pro-Nim- 
mo position, and Council becoming 
increailngly adamant that Sir John's 
Report would force unwanted and 
damaging changes on Norfolk. 

But by die 22nd the seeming con¬ 
frontation had been resolved, with 
the Administrator supporting Coun¬ 
cil's request that the Report be held 
in suspense while Council worked 
on a more suitable solution for the 
Island's governmental problems. 

The meeting ended with pleasant 
Christmas & New Year's wishes all 
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around, and with a feeling among 
residents who had heard the meet¬ 
ing that maybe the Island had a 
reasonable chance of avoiding being 
steamrollered. 

at first, aore 
questions than views 

AT DECEMBER 1 COUNCIL, Nor¬ 
folk's elected representatives were 
(with the exception of Cr, McIntyre) 
still wanting further study of the Re¬ 
port, and better indications of how 
residents felt about the recommend¬ 
ations. 

Cr. McIntyre bad already con¬ 
cluded that the Report was loaded 
with bad for the Island, and had 
given many of his immediate rea¬ 
sons at the meeting on November 
25th. 

At the December 1 meeting he 
asked for Commonwealth clarifi¬ 
cation on legal questions raised by 
the Report. In the light of the Ber¬ 
wick decision of the High Court 
(on which many of the Report's 
recommendations are based) he 
asked for clarification as to wheth¬ 
er it was legal for the Common¬ 
wealth to exclude any Territory 
resident from Commonwealth tax¬ 
es or social benefits; whether Sec. 

14 of the Norfolk Island Act, in 
which Commonwealth Acts are ex¬ 
cluded from applying to Norfolk 
unless stated to apply, is legal; 
and whether Norfolk's Immigra¬ 
tion, Customs and Posts & Tele¬ 
graph Ordinances were legal. 

His questions sounded legalistic 
but were basic to the Island. If 
taxes and social benefits were now 
required to extend to residents of 
Territories, how could Cocos and 
Christmas Islands be exempted? 

If taxes and benefits weren't act¬ 
ually required, why should they 
be forced on Norfolk? And if the 
Berwick decision meant that all 
rights and obligations had to be 
equal, everywhere in the Com¬ 
monwealth and its Territories, 
didn't that mean the end of Nor¬ 
folk’s immigration, customs and 
postal regulations? 

Cr. Ryves also had questions he 
felt needed answers, before any¬ 
one could respond intelligently to 
the Nimmo Report. Did Council’s 
comments have to be confined to 
the Report’s recommendations? 

Could Council develop its own al¬ 
ternatives? Should it be assumed 
that Australia would accept and 
implement the Report? If so. 


which recommendations would be 
acted on first? Did die Common¬ 
wealth intend to bring in main¬ 
land taxes in any event? 

Cr. Blucher asked who would do 
the interpreting of the Report, on 
matters where its meaning is not 
clear. The Administrator said if 
there were any questions about the 
Report he would transmit them to 
Canberra. Cr. Blucher re-phrased 
the question, asking who would 
decide what the Report meant, if 
Sir John Nimmo were not available 
to clarify his own meanings. The 
Administrator said Cr. Blucher was 
getting into deep water - that if he 
had questions, the Administrator 
would try to get answers. 

The Administrator reminded the 
Councillors that he was off to Can¬ 
berra in several days for the initial 
meeting of die Inter-Departmental 
Commitee that had been set up to 
deal with the Report, and that the 
Council had been asked for its views 
on the Report. 

He said that he was looking fos 
views, as requested, but that instead 
he was getting lots of questions. 

He suggested that Council should 
start at die beginning, and give its 
views on the "first principal matter" 
on which the Report had recommen¬ 
ded that Australia should decide 
whether to abandon Norfolk or to 
continue being responsible for the 
Island's viability. 

ask the people? that 
would be costly, 
time-consuming, 
difficult to justify 

Cr. Blucher introduced a motion 
that he had given notice of at the 
previous meeting. The motion said 
that the Council were democratic¬ 
ally elected to represent Island res¬ 
idents, and the Council intended to 
communicate directly with the 
Minister responsible for Norfolk - 
not through Departmental officers. 

The Administrator reported that 
he had already cabled the text of 
the motion when Cr. Blucher had 
given notice of it, and that a reply 
had already been received from the 
Department. 

The reply read; "Proposal to by¬ 
pass IDC and go straight to Minis¬ 
ter; Machinery for administering a 
Territory is set out in Administra¬ 
tive Arrangements Order of the 22nd 
of December 1975, which provides 
for Administrative Services to ad¬ 


minister the Norfolk Island Act 1957 
and for matters relating to the Ter¬ 
ritory to be dealt with by this De¬ 
partment. Other Ministers and De¬ 
partment have responsibility in de¬ 
fined areas. Council's role is advis¬ 
ory, as provided under the Norfolk 
Island Act; namely, to consider and 
tender advice to the Administrator." 

The Administrator then referred to 
a Council resolution calling for a 
Referendum to determine the wishes 
of residents concerning their future 
form of government. 

He said the Department had also 
reacted to this resolution, and read 
the following cable; 

"Referendum: Power to initiate a 
Referendum is contained in Sections 
4, 5 and 6 of the Referendum Ordi¬ 
nance 1964. The only Referendum 
which can be requested by electors 
is one relating to a matter with re¬ 
spect to which the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral may make Ordinances. Coun¬ 
cil should also be aware that Sir 
John Nimmo's attitude toward a 
Referendum, as set out at pages 
339-340 of the Report. In addition 
Referenda are costly and time-con¬ 
suming and difficult to justify 
when it is considered that all who 
would vote have already been giv¬ 
en ample opportunity to put their 
views to die Royal Commission." 

The Administrator then asked 
the Legal Adviser to present an o- 
pinion he had prepared on the sub¬ 
ject. The Legal Adviser then re¬ 
viewed the Referendum Ordinance 
and said "I think it is clear that at 
this stage the major recommenda¬ 
tions of the Royal Commission Re¬ 
port are not matters on which the 
Governor-General may make an 
Ordinance." 

Councillors reacted strongly a- 
gainst the opinion, saying that the 
Governor-General could make Or¬ 
dinances on any matter affecting 
the peace, order and good govern¬ 
ment of the Island -- and that in¬ 
cluded every one of Sir John Nim- 
mo’s recommendations. 

After distressed comment by sev¬ 
eral Councillors, the Legal Advi¬ 
ser volunteered the information 
that his opinion was related only 
to the two first recommendations 
of Sir John Nimmo -- as to wheth¬ 
er the Commonwealth should aban¬ 
don Norfolk, and whether it should 
remain a Territory. 

Later in the meeting the Admini¬ 
strator said he would be seeing the 
Minister in a few days - "but I 
seem to be going to see die Mini¬ 
ster Without having heard any 
views on the Report. ” 

His comment brought a long re- 
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THE EQUIPMENT, GOODS AND SUPPLIES THAT NORFOLK 
NEEDS TO SUSTAIN ITS TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE 
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AN UNPREDICTABLE ROLE. 

AS THE NEW YEAR BEGINS WE WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS 
OUR APPRECIATION TO THE MANY PEOPLE WHO ARE ON 
"THE NORFOLK SHIPPING TEAM" WITH US, AND TO 
WISH YOU HAPPINESS AND "BON VOYAGE" IN 1 977. 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 

IN NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCCs agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 

In Auckland: Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 




ply from Cr. Blucher, setting out 
an analysis of how the Report’s 
recommendations would damage 
Norfolk and the Island's tourist 
industry. Cr. Smith said that his 
personal view was that "If we ac¬ 
cept this Report, we’ve lost every¬ 
thing. "Cr. Bennett argued further 
for the necessity of a Referendum. 
Crs. McKenzie and Ryves still were 
not ready to declare themselves. 

Cr. Quintal delivered a forceful 
statement, at some length - it’s 
printed verbatim, along with the 
stands taken by others later in the 
month, in this issue’s "Council 
Transcript”. 


"the Government had 
moved to Implement.." 

ON DECEMBER 2ND the Minister 
for Transport (Mr. Nixon) made a 
press statement saying that the big 
question of Norfolk’s future air ser¬ 
vices had been resolved at last. 

East-West Airlines would take 
over from Qantas. 

East-West seemed to be a highly 
acceptable choice, so far as most 
people on the Island were concerned. 

But for those concerned with the 
larger issues of the Nimrao Report, 
the Minister’s statement was some¬ 
thing to worry about. 

“The Minister said that the Gov¬ 
ernment had moved to implement 
one of the recommendations of Sir 
John Nimmo the Royal Commission¬ 
er who recently presented his Re¬ 
port on matters relating to Norfolk 
Island, " said the second sentence 
of the announcement. 


tough answers — and 
tine to take a stand 

THE ADMINISTRATOR returned 
from the initial IDC meeting in 
Canberra on December 8th. He 
brought answers to questions the 
Council had raised - - and a lot 
more information about die appar¬ 
ent lay of the land, so far as the 
Nimmo Report was concerned. 

In his absence Council had be¬ 
come concerned that no definite 
date had been set for a meeting to 
hear what Mr. O'Leary had learned, 
and had formally requested one for 
December 10th. 

Mr. O'Leary’s messages from Can¬ 
berra were distressing to Council, 
but they were clear. 

The Chairman of the IDC (Mr. 
Ahrens of the Department of Ad¬ 


ministrative Services) had told the 
Committee members that the task 
of the IDC should be distinguished 
from the task of the Royal Commis¬ 
sion: The Minister had undertaken 
to consider Norfolk Island views, 
but that did not mean that the Com¬ 
mittee should "re-sift the mass of 
evidence” given to the Commission 
and the IDC should avoid getting 
into a position where it was re-asses- 
sing. It was to avoid becoming a 
"mini Royal Commission." 

A small group of the IDC members 
expected to visit Norfolk early in 
February, for discussions with the 
Council, the Administrator report- . 
ed. 

To complete the picture of his 
Canberra visit, the Administrator 
delivered answers to questions the 
Council had raised. 

Cr. Ryves had proposed that the 
Government provide an independ¬ 
ent economist to help Council see 
how Norfolk's tourist industry may 
be affected by the Nimmo recom¬ 
mendations. The answer: "Ap¬ 
pointment of an independent econ¬ 
omist is not justified and would 
delay consideration of the Report. 
The Government may, however, 
be prepared to have advisers from 
its Taxation and Social Security 
Department visit the Island to 
answer questions of any residents 
including commercial interests 
concerning possible extension of 
tax and social security provisions 
to Norfolk." 

Council bad formally asked that 
Australia agree not to take any 
actions in respect of the Report 
without fullest prior discussion 
with Council. The answer: "The 
Government wishes to deal with 
Sir John Nimmo's Report expidi- 
tiously, and indeed some decis¬ 
ions need to be taken very quickly 
to avoid unnecessary and fruitless 
discussion." However the Govern¬ 
ment would take into account the 
views of die Council on the main 
body of recommendations provid¬ 
ed they were received by Feb.17. 

Council had requested an exten¬ 
sion of the time available for its 
consideration of the Report of, 
say, two months. The answer: "A 
doubling of the time for consider¬ 
ation of the Report is not favoured 
but up to one month would be a- 
greed to; and longer, if Council 
furnishes specific and acceptable 
reasons for further extension." 

Council had asked for a Refer¬ 
endum. The answer: "That was 
answered on the first of December. ” 

Cr. Ryves had raised five ques¬ 
tions. Should Council confine it¬ 


self to the alternatives proposed 
by Sir John Nimmo? Answer; not 
necessarily. Could Council devel¬ 
op its own alternatives? Answer: 
any such would be considered. Can 
it be assumed that Australia has 
accepted the Report and will imple¬ 
ment it? Answer: Council should 
not assume anything. If Australia 
does not accept the Repoit's rec¬ 
ommendations, would it consider 
other alternatives? Answer; yes. 

Had Australia decided to apply 
full taxes to Norfolk, regardless? 
Answer; No decision has been taken 
by the Government. 

And finally, the answers to Cr. 
McIntyre’s questions about whether 
the Berwick decision requited the 
Government to make rights and 
obligations equal in all the Terri¬ 
tories, and whether the decision 
clashed with Norfolk's immigration, 
customs and postal regulations; 

"I do not conceive it as part of my 
Ministerial duty to proffer legal 
advice, " Sen. Withers had told the 
Administrator. 

Council didn't like the answers 
at all - but there they were, and 
Cr. Blucher thanked the Admini¬ 
strator for getting diem promptly. 

And shortly afterward Cr. Blucher 
asked leave to speak at length, and 
in a soft voice began telling how 
be felt die Nimmo Report would 
permanently ruin the way of life on 
the Island. 

He spoke for close on an hour, 
reading from 18 pages of text that 
had been worked and worked over 
with alterations and notations. 

The meeting was not being broad¬ 
cast, but The News published an 8- 
page supplement reprinting the 
speech, which in a matter of a few 
days had crystallised Island feelings 
about the Report. 

The text is reproduced again in 
this issue, as a self-mailing eight 
pages that readers can use to send 
on to friends on the mainland who 
care about Norfolk but haven't been 
able to tell how the Nimmo Report 
would affect the Island. 

who is weighing the 
Report's soundness? 

ON DECEMBER 12TH, checking a 
point In the supplement reprinting 
Cr. Blncher's speech, the editor of 
The News telephoned the Admini¬ 
strator. In the course of the con¬ 
versation the Administrator was 
asked if he could clarify the role 
of the IDC. 

Did the IDC have any judgmental 
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function - weighing the Report to 
see whether it was sound? 

No, said the Administrator, that 
wasn't their function. 

Would the IDC then be expected 
to take the Report as read? 

Yes, said the Administrator; their 
job was to work out how the Re¬ 
port’s recommendations could be 
implemented, and to see how they 
would affect each of the Depart¬ 
ments involved. 

After the phone conversation a 
question grew larger and larger, 
somewhere in the back part of the 
mind where fear lives: who, in the 
hierarchy of Government, is going 
to read the Report, think about it, 
and make a judgment about wheth¬ 
er it is sound? Largely based on 
testimony provided by Common¬ 
wealth Departments, the Report is 
now in the hands of a Committee 
representing a number of those De¬ 
partments - and the Comm itee is 
working out how the Report's rec¬ 
ommendations can be implemented. 

The Minister, one of the busiest 
men in the Government, can't pos¬ 
sibly take the time to think it all 
through himself. He'll have to get 
someone to do that for him... 
someone from the Department.. 


a grave accusation 

DECEMBER 16TH Council convened 
again. By this time Councillors had 
received comments from all over 
the Island favouring the stand that 
Cr. Blucher had taken. Most of them 
felt that Norfolk had never before 
expressed such nearly unanimous 
feelings on an Island issue. They 
went into the meeting feeling not 
only that they had support, but that 
they had a duty to press home the 
views residents had put to them. 

Cr. Blucher led them again, with 
an opening address that focussed on 
Sir John Nimmo's assertion that the 
Island is a serious economic burden 
for Australia. 

He said that Sir John Nimmo had 
based that assumption on testimony 
given by the Department of the 
Capital Territory, which was ad¬ 
ministering Norfolk at the time; 
but that Sir John Nimmo had jump¬ 
ed to three conclusions that were 
not warranted by the testimony. 

Sir John Nimmo stated that the 
expenses listed by the Department 
were "outgoings to Norfolk Island 
by Australia” that were necessary 
for the Island's sustenance. 

But the Department had not said 
that, according to Cr. Blucher. He 
quoted the Department's Secretary, 
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Mr. Engledow, who had said it was 
a debate point whether Norfolk 
was self-supporting or not, and 
that many of the Government's 
costs might be considered by resi¬ 
dents to be over-government, not 
wanted by the Island. 

Sir John Nimmo stated that the 
sum of the costs was "about 2.5 
million dollars. ” 

But the Department had not »au : 
that, according to Cr. Blucher. He 
said the figure added up by the 
Department was $2, 064, 300, 
which the Council had refuted in 
later testimony - but that Sir John 
Nimmo had jumped to the conclu¬ 
sion that the total was $2. 5M. 

"That was a $435,200 jump, " Cr, 
Blucher said. 

Sir John Nimmo had also jumped 
to the conclusion that these were 
annual costs, Cr. Blucher said - but 
the Department nowhere said they 
were annual, and many of the costs 
were obviously "once-done, once- 
finished" costs. 

He concluded with a further quo¬ 
tation from Mr. Engledow's testi¬ 
mony, saying that it was the De¬ 
partment's opinion that if Norfolk 
could be different - rather than 
being just like the rest of Australia 
- the Department would not prevent 
it. Mr. Engledow had also said that 
the Island’s future course was a mat¬ 
ter fear the Island to decide. 

Cr. Blucher concluded by moving 
that his remarks be cabled to the 
Department, with Council's endorse¬ 
ment if Council agreed, and that 
the Minister be urgently begged to 
read them and to notify Council 
that he had read them, and what 
his reply, if any, was. 


the Administrator's 
rebuttal — and a 
tiny, historic event 

THE ADMINISTRATOR, speaking 
to Cr. Blucher's motion, drew on 
notes to begin taking issue with 
points Cr. Blucher had made at the 
session six days earlier. 

He spoke of the News special sup¬ 
plement as having flooded the Isl¬ 
and, and seeming to him to be a 
public relations exercise. 

He said he was surprised at a num¬ 
ber of the words Cr. Blucher had 
used. 

Cr. Blucher had referred to the 
Council as the only elected repre¬ 
sentatives of Island voters; this was 
correct, said the Administrator, but 
Parliament was responsible for the 
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Island as a Territory. 

Cr. Blucher had said Sir John 
Nirnmo had accepted Department 
of the Capital Territory figures 
without examining them for accur¬ 
acy. "This is a grave accusation 
against a person of his position, ” 
said the Administrator, and listed 
many impressive positions Sir John 
Nimmo had held over the years. 

The Administrator also read out 
a quotation from the Report, in 
which Sir John Nimmo had said 
there were honest witnesses, honest 
but ignorant witnesses, and wit¬ 
nesses who were neither honest nor 
accurate, and willing to say any¬ 
thing that would advance their 
own aims. 

The Administrator said he thought 
Cr. Blucher's remarks about care 
at the Norfolk Island Hospital were 
"less than kind” to many doctors, 
nurs es and other medical personnel 
on the mainland. 

As to the Norfolk Island School, 
die Administrator said Sir John 
Nimmo had recommended that the 
close association with N.S. W. 
ought to continue. 

As to social benefits, the Admini¬ 
strator recited the weekly sums 
payable to elderly persons on the 
mainland, and said he suggested 
that this level of spending was 
such that the Commonwealth was 
endeavouring to preserve the digni¬ 
ty of older people. 

As to voting, the Administrator 
noted that the Canberra electorate 
had changed hands at the last elec¬ 
tion, and said he thought 900 or 
so Norfolk voters may have more 
influence in such circumstances 
than their number at first indicates. 

As to airport expansion, the Ad¬ 
ministrator said that neither TAA 
nor AAA has jumbo jets. 

As to the proposed gaol, the Ad¬ 
ministrator read out the description 
of the building and said it did not 
sound like a big concrete gaol. 

As to the need for mainland tax¬ 
es to close all tax loopholes, the 
Administrator quoted from the 
body of the Report saying that the 
Island must be brought fully with¬ 
in the Australian tax system. 

As to claims that a Referendum 
was being resisted, the Administra¬ 
tor called on the Legal Adviser to 
refresh Council's memory by re¬ 
stating his opinion. 

As the Legal Adviser started to 
speak, a tiny, historic thing hap¬ 
pened. Cr. Blucher called a point 
of order. He said he did not feel 
the Legal Adviser's opinion was per¬ 
tinent to the motion being discus¬ 
sed. 


The Administrator said he thought 
that the Legal Adviser's views would • 
be beneficial. But if Cr. Blucher 
insisted -- . 

The Administrator’s tone must be 
described as gentlemanly. Among 
gentlemen, of course one would not 
insist. It would have made one appear 
to be -- well, pushy. There was a 
pause. Just long enough to allow one 
to wave aside one’s point of order. 

"I would still like to place the 
point of order, Mr. Chairman,"' 
said Cr. Blucher, in a gentlemanly 
way. He said the discussion seem¬ 
ed to be only the ridiculing of a 
Councillor's previous remarks. He 
requested that the motion be dealt 
with. 

All over the Island, people listen¬ 
ing to the broadcast suddenly realis¬ 
ed Norfolk had a leader. 


the Minister's tone 
had been so different 

Cr. McIntyre supported Cr. Blu¬ 
cher. "I think Cr. Blucher’s origi¬ 
nal point, which is unarguable, not¬ 
withstanding your own remarks about 
Sir John Nimmo's very high qualifi¬ 
cations, is that the Nimmo Report - 
insofar as a great deal of it is based 
on the moral grounds that Norfolk 
Island is expensive - is seriously 
flawed. That flaw runs through the 
entire 74 recommendations. 

"If the Report is cracked down the 
middle by a fundamental flaw, 
then we should not try to paste the 
pieces together, ” Cr. McIntyre 
said. 

Discussion of Cr. Blucher's motioo 
- - which was eventually passed, 
and was telephoned to Canberra 
after the meeting -- brought posi¬ 
tive statements of position from all 
Councillors who had been waiting 
for clarification of the situation. 


These are included as verbatim 
text in this issue’s "Council Trans¬ 
cript - which (along with Cr. Blu¬ 
cher's major address on Dec. 10th) 
can stand as an unmistakable pic¬ 
ture of what the Island's elected 
representatives think the Nimmo 
Report means for Norfolk. 

As the December 16th session 
drew to a close, Cr. McIntyre spoke 
of how different the present tone of 
discussion was from that during the 
Minister's visit to Norfolk in March. 

Then the Minister had said he 
felt there was too much government 
in the world; that he did not think 
Norfolk should look to 'big brother’; 
that he did not believe in interfering; 
that the Government would not be 
making decisions on the Nimmo 
Report without giving Council all 
the time it wanted to consider die 
Report -- and that he was diffident 
about speaking of the Quarantine 
Station, because it might look as 
if he were trying to impose some¬ 
thing on the Island that was not wan¬ 
ted. 

“Now, " said Cr. McIntyre, "the 
only sounds we can hear are of the 
tumblers already rolling.'' 

And he concluded by saying that 
he thought the way to get back to 
where we were was to get the Mini¬ 
ster's attention. 


the Govemnant aoves 
again to lopleaent 

ON DECEMBER 17th the Common¬ 
wealth Government announced that 
it had decided to continue to accept 
responsibility for maintaining Nor¬ 
folk Island as a viable community. 

The Government had also decided 
that Norfolk would remain a Terri¬ 
tory - though no time-span was 
mentioned. 

The decisions settled die first 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
~y' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

I Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 

anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.Q.BOX 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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two recommendations of the Nim- 
mo Report. The statement said the 
Government had announced its 
decisions “because of speculation 
concerning its intentions and in 
order to facilitate consideration of 
the other recommendations in the 
Report..." 

The statement paraphrased Sir John 
Nimmo’s first recommendation, to 
omit any reference to the idea that 
Norfolk might have been abandoned. 


close to Chrtstnas, 
a sudden sea-change 

AS CHRISTMAS DREW nearer, 
with another meeting of Council 
set for December 22nd, a sort of 
sea-change seemed suddenly to 
blow in from the Pacific, altering 
the whole Nimmo Report situation. 

Councillors realised that bow - 
ever badly flawed the Nimmo Re¬ 
port might be, it probably was not 
going to be "laid aside, ” as the 
Council had asked. 

And they realised that what¬ 
ever answers came back from the 
Minister. Council had to get to 
work on positive recommenda¬ 
tions for how Norfolk could best 
be governed. They began, in¬ 


dividually, working through the 
70 remaining recommendations 
of the Report (four recommend¬ 
ations had been accepted, two 
of therh related to the shift from 
Qantas to East-West) and seeing 
what changes or replacements 
might actually fit the needs of 
the Island. 

And the apparent confrontation 
between Council and the Admin¬ 
istrator suddenly seemed to van¬ 
ish. 

At the December 22nd meet¬ 
ing, Cr. Blucher moved that the 
Minister be asked to remove the 
time deadline on Council, in 
order to permit Council to develop 
a sound set of proposals --on the 
condition that the Administrator be 
watching Council, and assuring die 
Minister that progress was in fact 
being made; and that the Minister 
be asked that no further Nimmo 
recommendations be implemented 
without Council's having been able 
to present its plans for the Norfolk 
of the future. 

The motion passed unanimously, 
and was cabled to the Department 
with the Administrator's full sup¬ 
port. It was even rumoured that the 
Administrator had suggested that 
such a motion might be quite ac¬ 


ceptable in Canberra. 

The Administrator and Councillors 
wished each other a happy Christ¬ 
mas, and everyone adjourned until 
January 5th. 


thinking about 
the unthinkable 

AS A SORT OF HOLIDAY bonus, 
word arrived on the Island that an 
expert on United Nations matters, 
whose advice had been sought pri - 
vately, had examined Norfolk's 
position and had said that there 
are well-established paths for ap¬ 
pealing to the U. N. if the worst 
came to the worst, and damaging 
changes were being forced on the 
Island without allowing residents to 
say what they wanted. 

Council's understanding had been 
that since Norfolk is a Territory, its 
affairs are considered part of Austra¬ 
lia's internal business; and that the 
Island therefore could seek assistance 
from the U.N. only with prior ap¬ 
proval from Australia - which would 
not seem likely. 

Not so, says the expert: the U. N. 
regularly considers appeals from 
places whose political situations 
are similar to Norfolk Island's. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 
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South 

Paeifie 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY Housie; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY South Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to “Toofey”; FRIDAY "Disco 
Night"; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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Royal 

Commission 

NORFOLK ISLAND was colonised by 
England beginning in 1788. For 
many years it was used as a penal 
settlement, which was later with¬ 
drawn to Tasmania. In 1856 it was 
set aside by Queen Victoria for the 
descendants of die "Bounty" mutin¬ 
eers, who were moved here from 
Pitcairn Island. It has been their 
homeland ever since. At the last 
semi-official estimate (1975), the 
Pitcairn descendants and their fam¬ 
ilies accounted for about 57$: of the 
Island's permanent population of 
859 adults. About 38$: of the popu¬ 
lation were born on Norfolk; about 
23$: in Australia and 23$: in New 
Zealand; and about 16$: in other 
countries. 

The Island is ruled by Australia. 
There is a Norfolk Island Council 
elected to represent the people of 
the Island, hast it can only offer ad¬ 
vice to Australia, and its advice is 
frequently over-ruled. 

Early in 1975 the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment set up a Royal Commission 
to make recommendations on Nor¬ 
folk's future form of government, 
on the grounds that the existing ar¬ 
rangements were "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate". The Commission’s rec- 
commendations were published in 
November. 1976. They are that the 
Island should be fully integrated in¬ 
to die Australian political system, 
with Norfolk becoming part of the 
Canberra electorate; that a local 
Assembly should have authority for 
roads, bridges and similar "shire" 
matters; that the Federal Parliament 
should have power over major mat¬ 
ters such as land control, town plan¬ 
ning. law enforcement, education 
and health, tourism generally, etc.; 
and that the full Australian system 
of social service benefits and taxes 
should apply. 

Sir John Nimmo, the Royal Com¬ 
missioner. says that the Island is a 
serious economic burden to Austra¬ 
lia and that therefore the Island is 
not entitled to a say in determin¬ 
ing its future form of government. 

He recommends that no referend¬ 
um be allowed on the matter for 
at least five years. 

Meanwhile the Norfolk Island 
Council is working to develop an 
alternative plan of government 
that it hopes will suit the Island's 
real needs and will also be accept¬ 
able to Australia. 

The Australian Minister respon¬ 
sible for Norfolk Island, Sen. R. 

Withers, has undertaken to con¬ 
sider the Council's views. 



FEW AUSTRALIANS, and only a handfull of Parliamentarians, have 
ever visited Norfolk Island or have any first-hand knowledge of the 
Island's way of life. 

But the Australian Parliament may soon be voting on proposals 
that will mean radical changes on the Island. 

People on Norfolk have no elected representative in the Parliament, 
but if you have friends on the mainland who can do anything to help 
see that Norfolk Island is better undemood before new laws are pawed 
to determine the Island's future government, you may like to mail 
them this eight-page pull-out. It has been designed for easy folding 
and mailing. If you will pull it out, you will find mailing advice on 
its back cover. 


Highest Elected Representative Says Him 
Recosmndatlons Mould Permanently Ruin the 

NORFOLK ISLAND 
WAY OF LIFE 


PRESIDENT of Commitees William 
A. Blucher received 72$: of the 
valid votes cast at the last Norfolk 
Island Council elections. He is the 
Island's highest elected represent¬ 
ative. 

On December 10, 1976, about 
three weeks after copies of die Roy¬ 


al Commission Report had been re¬ 
ceived on die Island, Cr. Blucher 
delivered a detailed address on the 
Report and bow it would affect the 
Island. The full text of die addrew 
is reprinted here. It was subsequent¬ 
ly supported by formal vote of the 
Council. 


Councillor Blucher's Address 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL, 
who are the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, have been asked to comment 
on a very complicated set of propo¬ 
sals that would radically change the 
way of life on the Island. 

This set of proposals is made in 
the Report of the Royal Commission 
into Matters Relating to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, which has been tabled in Parlia¬ 
ment. The Royal Commission was 
appointed because the Australian 
Government of the day believed 
that Norfolk Island's present form of 
administration had become outmo¬ 
ded and inappropriate. 


In urging the Council to state its 
views quickly, the Administrator 
has several times said "The place to 
begin is at the beginning. Let us be¬ 
gin at the beginning." By "the be¬ 
ginning", the Administrator means 
die first two paragraphs of the Royal 
Commission Report. 

1 agree that we should begin at the 
beginning, but with respect I do not 
accept the idea that the Royal Com¬ 
mission Report is the beginning. The 
true beginning is the Norfolk Island 
way of life. 

Since 1856, when our ancestors the 
Pitcairn families were re-settled on 
Norfolk and the Island was set apart 




for them, a most unusual and dis¬ 
tinctive way of life has grown here 
and taken shape. 

The Norfolk Island way of life is 
the result of many forces. 

It is based partly on the fact that 
we are an island, three miies by five 
miles in size, a thousand miles out in 
the Pacific Ocean from Sydney, with 
a population now of about 1600 people. 

Our way of life is partly based on 
the fact that this is a very beautiful 
Island, with a semi-tropical climate 
and good soil. 

It is also an important part of our 
way of life that since 1856 we have 
been a territory under the protection 
and guidance of, first, England, and 
since 1913 of Australia. 

"WE HAVE FOR GENERATIONS 
BEEN ALMOST FULLY 
SELF-SUPPORTING... " 

We have for generations been an al¬ 
most fully self-supporting territory. I 
say "almost" because the Island needs 
help and guidance - mostly guidance - 
from people who have experience that 
we lack. 

It would be wasteful for us to make 
and support our own currency, for ex¬ 
ample, and it is a help to us to be 
able to use Australian currency. It 
would be foolish for us to try to have 
our own foreign affairs representation 
in other countries, and Australia pro¬ 
vides that for us. It is reassuring to 
us to have the protection ot a large 
country with defence forces, because 
we could not defend ourselves. We 
need good educational curricula, 
and we need teachers who have been 
well trained. We need good health 
regulations to follow. We need 
guidance in the form of laws that 
have been written and used else¬ 
where, which we can examine and 
learn from in working out laws that 
are suitable to Norfolk Island. We 
need an international standard of 
air and shipping safety regulations. 

We need higher courts where de¬ 
cisions made in the Norfolk Island 
Court can be appealed to. 

We need many such kinds of gui¬ 
dance - Australia kindly provides 
them, although Norfolk Island pays 
most of the actual costs involved. 

We pay for our own school for ex¬ 
ample, and for our own hospital. 

But some services are provided free, 
and we hope these would continue 
to be provided free: as an example, 
foreign affairs representation. We 
are glad to have Australia represent 
us in many countries of the world 
without asking us to pay, just as 
England represented Australia in 


many countries of the world with¬ 
out asking Australia to pay. 

It has been charged that Norfolk 
Island is a serious economic burden 
to Australia. 

This charge is made by Sir John 
Nimmo. the Royal Commissioner, 
who states that there were $2, 500, 000 
of annual outgoings from Australia to 
Norfolk Island in the last financial 
year. This sum was worked out by 
the Department of the Capital Terri¬ 
tory in a submission made to the 
Royal Commission. 

The calculation is false. It Was 
refuted at the time by the Norfolk 
Island Council, and I will be glad to 
refute it again for anyone who is in¬ 
terested. In these remarks I will men¬ 
tion only three examples of the false¬ 
ness of the calculation. 

1. The Norfolk Island Meteorolo¬ 
gical Station is included as a $67, 000 
annual outgoing from Australia to Nor¬ 
folk Island. This station makes no 
forecasts for Norfolk. It exists purely 
as a reporting station required by the 
Australian meteorological system. It 
is not a cost of Norfolk Island, but of 
Australia. 

2. Losses of $750, 000 a year by 
Qantas on the Sydney-to-Norfolk 
route are included as an annual out¬ 
going from Australia to Norfolk Island. 
This sum was the result of an Austral¬ 
ian policy that Qantas should operate 
the route. East-West Airlines has just 
been appointed to take over the route, 
and it expects to earn money on the 
run. It will need no Australian sub¬ 
sidy. There is no $750, 000 annual 
outgoing from Australia to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 


FIGURE OF $435, 700 
WAS "SHEER FANTASY" 


3. The cost of services provided 
to Norfolk Island by the Australian 
Department of Labour and Immigra- 
tion, and die Australian Department 
of Education, is included as being 
$435, 700. These two Departments 
submitted no cost estimates whatso¬ 
ever, and they provided no signifi¬ 
cant services whatsoever. The figure 
of $435.700 is sheer fantasy. It was 
invented because a grand total of 
$2, 500, 000 sounded like a nice, 
round number. $435,700 more 
was needed to reach that number, 
and those two Departments were the 
only ones not heard from. 

In all, there are 28 items of sup¬ 
posed "annual outgoings from Aust¬ 
ralia to Norfolk Island" in the cal¬ 
culation presented by the Depart¬ 
ment of die Capital Territory. At 


least 21 of these items in the opinion 
of the Norfolk- Island Council are 
either seriously overstated or are to¬ 
tally inapplicable to the true costs of 
the Island. I have mentioned only 
three of those items. Those three to¬ 
tal $1.2ffl.700, which is more than 
half of the imagined total of $2£ 
million a year. 

Any calculation that includes a 
few false items, amounting to over 
half the total, is a false calculation 
that should not be relied on until it 
has been completely re-examined 
and corrected. 

FALSE CALCULATION WAS 

USED AS "A FOUNDATION ON 
WHICH TO BUILD HIS 
ENTIRE REPORT" 

Sir John Nimmo accepted that false 
calculation without examining it 
closely for accuracy. He then used it 
as a foundation on which to build 
his entire Report and his recommenda¬ 
tions for the Island. 

After spending a year on his en¬ 
quiry, Sir John concluded that the 
most important and vital decision, 
from which all other decisions must 
flow, is whether Australia should aban¬ 
don Norfolk Island or continue to 
accept responsibility for maintaining 
it. 

In weighing that all-important de¬ 
cision, he says, and I quote, 

"If the Government chooses to stay 
in the Island, it should set out clear¬ 
ly the conditions and policies under 
which it will continue to treat the 
Island as part of Australia. As the 
net overall financial burden is clear¬ 
ly being borne by mainland Australia 
and no one else, it is proper that the 
Commonwealth Government should 
have this choice. If Norfolk Island 
residents were meeting this cost then 
they would have a case for exercis¬ 
ing the choice themselves via a ref¬ 
erendum. It wou Id be nonsensical 
for a minuscule group of 1600 people, 
who have never contributed anything 
to Australia by way of taxes and 
from whom Australia can be expect¬ 
ed to receive minimal or no econom¬ 
ic benefit, to claim the right to de¬ 
mand that Australia continue to sup¬ 
port them on their own terms. It is 
Australia’s choice, not theirs, and 
it is for Australia to set down the 
terms under which it may be willing 
to continue to pay for the sustenance 
of Norfolk Island." Unquote. 

Sir John Nimmo has accepted a 
false calculation, and his major 
conclusion is false as a result. 

The net overall financial burden 
of Norfolk Island is not being borne 



by mainland Australia, but by the 
people and the economy of Norfolk 
Island itself. 

The people of Norfolk Island are 
not, as Sir John assumes, claiming 
any right to demand that Australia 
continue to support them. 

Australia is not paying for the sus¬ 
tenance of Norfolk Island. The Isl¬ 
and very largely pays for its own 
sustenance, and the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island should, as a matter of 
fairness, have a voice in shaping 
the future of the Island. 

Many nations have many terri¬ 
tories that must be heavily subsidised. 
The Royal Commission figures give 
a false - and, I feel, degrading - 
impression that Norfolk Island is 
such a territory. It is not. 

Norfolk Island virtually supports 
itself. It has done so for 120 years. 

It has no public debt, but actually 
has a small surplus in reserve. 

I would thin!: Australia would find 
this a source of pleasure and satisfac¬ 
tion. rather than trying to pretend 
that we are a serious burden. 

The good way of life on Norfolk 
Island comes from the earth, the sun, 
the rain, the sea, the hard work and 
co-operation of the people who live 
here, and from the beauty and peace¬ 
fulness of die Island, which attract 
a growing number of tourists here. 


It does not come from Canberra or 
from the Australian budget. 


NOTION THAT NORFOLK 
MIGHT BE "ABANDONED" IS 
PREPOSTEROUS... BUT... 

Sir John Nimmo says that perhaps 
Australia should abandon Norfolk 
Island, on the grounds that it is a 
great expense. I hope this notion 
will be recognised as being exactly 
what it is - preposterous! But if it 
should for some strange reason be 
taken seriously, and Australia should 
abandon us, we could certainly want 
to find another large power that 
would be accommodating enough to 
provide the kind of support we do 
need, at very little cost to itself. 


If you ask people on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and whether they like the Norfolk 
Island way of life, the answer is an 
overwhelming " yes". People here 
prefer i. to the way of life they may 
have known anywhere else in the 
world. 

But now a Royal Commission Re¬ 
port has recommended that our way 
of life be almost completely changed. 
I will speak about twelve of these 


recommended changes. Many others 
are recommended as well. 

1. Self reliance . Norfolk Island 
is largely self-supporting. People 
who live here know that we have to 
get along pretty well on our own. We 
do not look to the outside world for 
hand-outs. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that we be meshed into the Australian 
Government financial system, and 
that we be encouraged to rely on econ¬ 
omic support from Canberra. 

2. Our laws. Norfolk Island has 
its own set of fairly simple and clear 
laws, most of them made to suit the 
needs of the Island. In general, it is 
possible for an ordinary citizen to get 
a copy of die law on some subject, 
read it, understand it, and know what 
he can do. In the past several years 
the Council has been increasingly con¬ 
cerned about the number of new laws 
that have been imposed on the Island 
from Canberra, not because they were 
needed or wanted here, but because 
Australia wanted them. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that our own set of laws should have 
superimposed on it the entire tangled 
range of Australian laws. 

3. Taxation. It has been thought 
by some that Norfolk Island is tax- 
free. This is not so. There is a con¬ 
siderable Norfolk Island tax system -- 



‘ELVA’S ’ 



I S LAN D - OW NED 


Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 


Mon.. Tubs., Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

Thursday our special "Baked Dinner Island Style" 
with all of the trlinnings. A feast - $8 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for fc 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 




but it is a Norfolk Island kind of system. 

We pay customs duties on all 
goods that are shipped into the Island, 
and that is a great deal, because we 
produce no manufactured goods our¬ 
selves. 

We pay extremely heavy freight 
charges to bring these goods in, and 
this is a form of tax that affects every 
one of us in a real way. 

We pay an annual works call 
levy. Some years ago the works call 
system was more typical of Norfolk 
Island than it is now; each man was ex¬ 
pected to work a certain number of 
days per year on the roads, or on other 
community jobs. He could pay money 
instead of working, if he preferred. 

That system was abolished by Australia 
because they felt it was a violation of 
some United Nations agreement against 
"forced labour". 1 thought the change 
was a shame. Now everyone just pays 
the money. 

We pay a kind of tax through a 
local Norfolk Island Administration 
monopoly on the sale of beer, wines 
and spirits. These are sold at prices 
far below mainland prices, but there 
is still a very large margin of profit 
that helps pay local government ex¬ 
penses. 

We pay a wide range of small 
fees for registration of cars, dogs, 
guns and other such matters. 


We pay a "Norfolk Island" 
form of tax for transport - that is, 
do it yourself. There is no govern¬ 
ment transport of any kind on the Isl¬ 
and, and every individual expects to 
pay for and maintain his own trans¬ 
port. 

The same thing applies to 
water and sewerage. There is none 
provided by government. Every home 
must catch, or dig for, its own water 
supply, and provide its own sewer¬ 
age, which must meet proper health 
requirements. City people may 
think that water is free if you catch 
it from the rain, but catching it, 
storing it and pumping it are a very 
expensive and uncertain operation, 
which government does on the main¬ 
land, but which Norfolk Islanders do 
for themselves. 

A PARTICULAR NORFOLK 
ISLAND "TAX” — "THOUGH WE 
SCARCELY THINK OF IT THAT 
WAY... " 

We on Norfolk Island pay an¬ 
other kind of tax every day, although 
we scarcely think of it that way. On 
Norfolk Island we care for our own. 
When someone is ill, or in need, or 
requires a hand, family and friends 
and neighbours make the effort to 


help. We do not pay taxes to a 
government and say "here, you look 
after those hardship cases for us". We 
do it ourselves. 

Norfolk Island is not tax free. 

We pay substantial taxes, in a Nor¬ 
folk Island manner. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that the full range of Australian taxes 
should be added on top of the Norfolk 
Island taxes that seem to be adequate 
for our needs. 

I would not question the need 
for heavy income taxes in Australia. 
There are many mainland jobs that 
have to be done by the Commonwealth 
Government. It must finance vast 
Government offices and wages and 
expenses; a defence force; tremendous 
transport systems; a postal system; 
universities; research; foreign affairs 
representation overseas; agricultural 
services; it must provide heavy sup¬ 
port for the States; it must pay heavy 
interest on the national debt; and it 
must pay for very extensive social 
welfare benefits; it must pay its share 
of developing other countries to de¬ 
velop themselves. But these have 
very little to do with Norfolk Island 

Taking a general economic 
view, there is no question that the 
addition of heavy new Australian tax¬ 
es would considerably increase the 
costs, and therefore the prices, of 
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AT 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
ONE OF NORFOLK'S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY. 


Luncheon in the Garrison Courtyard 

UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE 

COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS 
AND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEALAND STEAK, 
GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN’. 


§> b °”“ 



ossed salad...hot, crusty French bread & butter 

Children's portions available 


G xlic • 

arrison 


V 

| -=• 

«X IN THE EVENING; distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri. and Sat.; please book-2073 O 


NORFOLK'S INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT 




ISLAND 


HANDBOOK 


for JANUARY 

► what’s on ► opening & closing times 

► where to find it ► airline schedules 

► best shopping ► radio programmes 

► Norfolk calendar ►shipping information 

► Island map ► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 

msm 
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PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 


(Norfolk Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

/I ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND •RUBY- SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 
r/Z SHOP AT 







PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open from 8. 00am 
to 11.30am and again- from 12.15 
to 4.00pm Monday through Thurs¬ 
day; on Friday, 9. 00am to 12.30 
.and from 1.15 to 5. 00pm 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES : Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 60 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE : (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1 -4. 

.STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N. I. sumps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
10-12 and 12.45-4.00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but hot all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ : Burnt Pin? Office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Sution, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 

THREE COLOUR MOVIES 

AT THE CASCADE ROAD HALL 
(below the Methodist Church) 


“NATURAL HISTORY” 

Flora A Fauna Conservation 

“PEOPLE AND THEIR HERITAGE" 
Norfolk Islanders telling their own History. 

“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN’ ’ 

A MUST FOR ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 138 PEOPLE. 

THIS PROGRAM IS EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
AND S SHORN EARLY W THE WEEK. 


Information and tickets at. 

HIBISCUS RADIO 

PHONE: 2258 

NORFOLK ISLAND IS UNIQUE 
THE BIGGEST SMALL ISLAND IN THE WORLD. 






Forget 

picture taking. 
Enter the realm 
of art. 



35mm single-lens-reflex camera 
with full-aperture, through-the-lens light 
metering and Minolta’s exclusive CLC 
(Contrast Light Compensator) system 

Large, bright viewfinder for quick, 
easy composing, focusing, and match- 
needle exposure control 

Shutter speeds from 1 to 1/1000 sec. 
plus B, with speeds visible in finder 


Available with f/1.2, 1.4, or 1.7Rokkor 
standard lens 

Accepts the complete range of 
interchangeable Rokkor lenses from 7.5 
to 1600mm including zoom and 
special-purpose types 

More convenient devices such as X sync., 
hot shoe for cordless flash and a handy 
memo holder. 


CAMERALINES 


THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to » 


n the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


3 ISLAND 'ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching Inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Raw son Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORlC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY'' 

All roads lead to the conplete holiday Binl-nart — 

^TRADING POST, 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT! 


OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 aa to 9 pa 


it lazy and are open 
orry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. ..frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’ he at-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items., .novelties...mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them., .needles and cotton.and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



o 

People who wear an Omega know why. 



MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





% % 


yi 



itSHsS 




Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations.you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui 5R-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tromc control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




'"'Norfolk Island 


SUN 

^ Rise 5.23, set 7.20 

• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 


MON 


TUE 


3 


Rise 5.24, 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 


set 7.20 


Rise 5.24, set 7.20 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 



WED 


5 Rise 5.25. 
set 7.20' 


•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•Council meeting 
,(A2. OOp) 


9 


Rise 5.28, set 7.21 


• Church services 

• Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30p) 


io 


Rise 5.29, set n 


• Housie (LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm’b'd (SP) 


21 


11 


Rise 5.30. set 


• Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts (RSL) 
•C'm’dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


7.21. 


H ^ Rise 5. 30, 
I 4L. set 7.21 

• Film, sm’b'd(VV) 

• Fjlm(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 


16 


Rise 5.34. set 7.21 


•Church services 
•Film, sm 'b'd(VV7.30p) 


17 


Rise 5.35. set 7.21 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 


18 


Rise 5.36. set 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


• C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 


7.20 


■4 Q Ris< ? 5.37, 
I <7 set 7.20 
•Film, sm*b’d(Vv 
•Film(Pds) 
•Open night(Nlk) 


23 


Rise 5.40, set 7.19 


•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7. 30p) 


|Rise 5.46, set 7.16 

• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 


24 


Rise 5.41, 


•Housie(LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd(SP) 


set 7.19 


31 


Rise 5.47, set 7.15 


• Housie(LC) 
0 Film(Nlk) 

9 Sm"b'd(SP) 


25 


• Films(Pds& LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 
•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 


Rise 5.42, 
O set 7.18 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 



PUBLIC HOLIDAY 



CALENDAR 


THU 


6 


Rise 5.26, set 7.20 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6. 30p) 



13 


Rise 5.31, set 7.21 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
#Rotary(Nlk6.3 Op) 


i> 


20 Rise 5.37, set 7.20 

*Housie(LC) 

'**BBQ(SP) 

*#Film(RSL8. OOp) 
®Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 



27 


Rise 5.43, 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary (Nlk6. 3Of 


set 7.17 



FRI 


SAT 


Rise 5.27, set 7.21 

• Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 


0 Rise 5.27, set 7.21 

• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 
set - Sunset 
a -a.m. 
p - p.m. 


14 


Rise 5.32, set 7.21 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


15 


Rise 5.33, set 


•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 


7.21 


LOCATIONS 


21 


Rise 5.38, set 7.20 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


22 Rise 5.39, set 7.19 

•SDA service 
• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


28 Rise 5.44, set 7.17 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 


29 


Rise 5.45, set 7.16 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


—HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN JANUARY— 


A - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 
BC - Bowling Club 
BCP Bicentennial Park 

BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 
Scl - N.I. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC Youth Centre 


Jan, 1,1854 Queen Victoria renames 
Van Diemen's Land 'Tasmania'. 

Jan. 8,1789 Norfolk King, 1st. child born on 

Norfolk to King &Ann Inett 

Jan. 12, 1790 "Bounty” reaches Pitcairn 

Jan. 17,1859 Pitcairn resettled, 16 returning 
to Pitcairn 6 


Jan. 19,1845 Two."Bounty” cannons raised 
from sea at Pitcairn 

Jan.23,1790 "Bounty"burned 

Jan. 26,1808 Qfficers of NSW mutiny 
Gov. Bligh. 



DEVELOPED THE FIRST JAPANESE TRANSISTOR RADIO 


NOW THEY HAVE DOW IT A6AIN 



FEATURES 

■ Crystal oscillator is built-in tor accurate tuning at 250kHz 
intervals with the main tuning dial mechanism; in 
addition, with the SW sub-tuning-dial, 10kHz frequency 
adjustments for precision tuning are also possible 

■ Ultra sensitive, noiseless SW reception thanks to the 
double conversion super-heterodyne circuitry ordinarily 
used in professional sets 

■ Wide SW band with 3.9 - 28MHz 

■ Gyro-drive system incorporated In the main tuning dial 
mechanism for precise and smooth tuning 

■ Built-in BFO for stable, clear reception of SSB and CW 
signals 


■ An FET is used for the FM front end for sensitive, 
interference-free FM reception 

■ FM AFC switch: AM Local/DX (distance) sensitivity 
switch for clear, stable AM reception 

■ 10 cm speaker delivers 2200mW (max.) powerful power 
output 

■ Bass and treble separate tdne controls for desired tone 
quality 

■ Dial light button lights up the tuning meter and tuning 
scale 

■ Jacks for earphone, recording, multiplex, external 
power, and for timer-in 


ALSO 

FULL RANGE (F CF RAO 10-CASSETTES COMBINATIONS FROM S69.90 


ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION AT ANY SONY DEALER ON NORFOLK: 

A B C B.J.(Paradise) CAMERALINES BROWSEABOUT 

HIBISCUS RADIO BARRETTS 






PRESENTS A RAN6E OF "ZODIAC" SOUND SYSTEMS 


NOW AVAILABLE 



GEMINI 2 

MERCURY 

LIBRA 

VENUS 

full range of cassette 
decks & other components 


HI-FI professionals all know Sony’s superb quality components 


Now you don’t need a degree In electronics to choose the Ideal 
music system - Sony’s experts have done It for you. 


You get Sony matched audio excellence 

—blended with decorator elegance 


I j f x 

HEAR OUR NEW CARBICdN SPEAKERS DEPSTRATED AT SONY HI-FI SHOWROOM 


TtfSASONY” 


COVERED BY INTERNATIONAL WARRANTY 


DISTRIBUTED ON NORFOLK ISLAND BY HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 









jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 


and amber 


from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY - AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 

RADIO Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir Goes Into 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Light Music/Pop 

8. 30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10.05 Music from Shows/ 
Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 The Pajamor Sound 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Sentimental Jour¬ 
ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 
8.00 Feature artist- 

Louis Armstrong 


8.30 Bruce's Beat 
9.00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Education Prog. 

10.05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs - ... 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I, Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S.D. A. program 


4-6.30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re¬ 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.16 Comedy Show 

10. 05 The Rolling Stones 
Story 6 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits -from 
Germany/Netherlands 
12. 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7.00 Shut Down 

7.00 Evening of Fine 
Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Top of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 

1.00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 
6.05 Simon & G'f'nkle 

6.30 Comedy 
7. 00 Rowdy’s Roundup of 
Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 
8.00 Drama 
9.00 Variety Show 
10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

3.00 For your entertainment 
7.00-Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children's 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 


FLIGHTS 

SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

• 

RE-CONFIRM 

QANTAS AIRLINES 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

24 HRS AHEAD 

DAILY except 4/1 


• 

CHECK WITH THE 

Arr. Pep. 

Mon-Sat 12.46-f745 

DAILY except Tuesday 

AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 

Sun 3.15 4.15 

Arr. 10.30 Dep. 12.15 

CHANGES; 

Extra flights Sun 2nd, 9tb 


QANTAS 2195 

& 16th Arr 12.45 D.1.45 


AIR 2195“ 

N.I.A. 2328 

Wed.26th 3. 45-4. 45 



. NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Pep. Arr. 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2.30* 

Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 8.30 5.15 

Saturday 8.30 5.30* 

Sunday 8.30* 5.15 

•indicates call at Lord Howe Is. 
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fair new zeaLano 

flights depart at 
12.15pa 


WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 

to AUCKLAND 

Uiere connecting 

flights 

are avallable 

to other N.Z. 

destinations 


Dally 0C10 Flights 
to Los Angeles 

with connections 
to LONDON 

consult 
BURNS 
PH I LP 
TRAVEL 
at Burnt Pine 

gairnEiuzraiano 


itar604 


. BUar-INELECTRONICFLftSH 



Point'll Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrie has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’nShoot camera. 


MITTON^ NORFOLK’S COMPLETE 
1JU1 duty free centre 


ABC+A8C+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+A 

;A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

O (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

I .or 

i 


i * A\o* . 

s 

♦ -A* Inspection 

" 0° AC^ Welcomed! 

O V 

< 

ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


OABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ 




BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Proud's :"Omega watches". 
Cameralines: "All Minolta products 
are being held at pre-devaluation 
prices until the end of January. “ 
Miltons; "Vivitar Point-n-shoot 
pocket cameras with built-in flash, 
from $36. 95; and die Topcon IC-1 
electronic automatic SLR camera, 
with a full range of interchangeable 
lenses also available, for $145." 

The Norfolk Trader; "The Braun 
Synchron-plus electric shaver for 
only $31.50 - almost 40^: less than 
recommended Aust. list price." 

The Trading Post; "We have same- 


day mainland newspapers five eve¬ 
nings a week, planes permitting. ” 
International Duty-Free; "Olympic 
fishing tackle, and inflatable boats, 
pools and wigwams from Italy." 
Hibiscus Radio Service; "A large 
shipment of Sony, including new 
models, is now available on Norfolk 
at attractive pre-devaluation prices. 
Also, our weekly night of N.I, films 
notshownanywhereelsecan increase 
your enjoyment of your whole holi¬ 
day for only $1.50." 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
Kamak Trading ; "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75." 


BCB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

BSB 

S 

ACROSS 

1. Single 
5. Spring 


8. Vegetation 

9. Not off 

10. Animal 

11. Sin 

13. Fruit 

14. Reputed to be 
plain 

15. Related to camel 

18. Not any 

19. Allows 

21. Measure 

22. Historic road 


DOWN 

1. Ruin at Kingston 

2. Kingfisher 

3. Island delicacy 

4. Sesame 

5. River in Maryland 

6. Alternatively 

7. Tropical palm 
12. Girl's name 

16. Taking place of 

17. Town on Bay of Fundy 
20. Plant 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
OeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 


Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..." cm Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

•When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you’ll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 
AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N. Z. $A16 a year/U. K. $A24 


<*§K! 

■P.O.Box 235, Norfolk Island 

Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
'centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 


Natural pine surroundings. Fully 

equipped, with all modern conve¬ 

niences. including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 

$5 night. Apply your Travel Agent. 
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Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 



Charging the world's 
standara of accuracy. 


The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 
accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. ssi 


SEIKO: 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






our tourist industry. The tourist in¬ 
dustry is our only significant way of 
bringing new, outside income into 
Norfolk Island. We are keenly aware 
of the need to keep the growth of 
tourism under control, so that it does 
not spoil the Island, but the entire 
Island needs the income that the 
industry yields. I do not think there 

"I DO NOT BELIEVE NORFOLK 

CAN RISK A GAMBLE WITH ITS 

ONLY REAL INDUSTRY" 

is any question but that heavy added 
taxes would make Norfolk Island much 
less competitive in the tourist indus¬ 
try. It might hurt the Island only 
moderately; it might hurt it very 
greatly; but I do not believe Norfolk 
can risk a gamble with its only real 
industry. It is in competition with 
New Caledonia, Singapore, Fiji, 
Honolulu, and Australian and New 
Zealand resorts -- and the compet¬ 
ition is very close indeed. Our 
tourist industry should be nurtured 
and encouraged. It must not be made 
less competitive. 

4. Hospital . Part of the Norfolk 
Island way of life is that we have our 
own 17 bed hospital, with a full-time 
doctor, a part-time doctor, and var¬ 
ious consulting doctors that call in to 
the Island from time to time. The 
hospital is regularly inspected by 
mainland authorities, and they give 
it very high ratings. More important 
than ratings, the hospital gives a kind 
of patient care that is personal and 
neighbourly. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that the hospital should be taken out 
of our hands, and become a Common¬ 
wealth Government Hospital. Pre¬ 
sumably it would then be run accord¬ 
ing to Commonwealth Government 
procedure manuals governing pro¬ 
cedures, duties, rights, hours, report¬ 
ing, and a great array of other details. 
These may be necessary in large 
mainland hospital systems. I believe 
that on Norfolk Island they would 
lead to a work-to-regulations atti¬ 
tude, and would lessen the wonder¬ 
ful degree of genuine concern for 
patients that exists now. 

5. School . An important part of 
the Norfolk Island way of life is our 
school, which goes up through to 
fourth form. It it a great source of 
pride and of community involvement. 
It is staffed with teachers on leave 
from the N. S.W. school system, and 
follows the N.S.W. Department of 
Education curricula. Norfolk Island 
youngsters who go on for further 
schooling almost always go to Syd¬ 
ney, and they fit right into the school 


system in N..S.W. For some years 
now, every single student in the 
senior class at our school has passed 
the N. S.W. examinations for that 
educational level. 

Incidentally, Norfolk pays for 
the teachers' salaries and their trans¬ 
port to and from Norfolk. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that this good relationship with the 
N.S.W. education system be con¬ 
tinued - but with one new addition, 
namely that the school would be 
placed under the supervision of the 
Commonweal* Department of Edu¬ 
cation. 

That Department made a sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission 
that was, in many ways, seriously 
critical of our school. We on the Isl¬ 
and believed, and I think with good 
reason, that the criticism was unjust 
and reflected a lack of familiarity 
with the facts. That is the Depart¬ 
ment which it is proposed would take 
charge of the N. S. W. people who 
actually run the school. 

N. S. W. seems to be happy to 
help Norfolk on the present basis. 

But if they are required to accept 
Commonwealth supervision, I am 
quite sure that very soon they would 
say, "We can’t work this way. If 
the Commonwealth wants to run it, 
let them run it. We are withdrawing. " 

6. Social benefits . An important 
part of the Norfolk Island way of life, 
as I have said before, is that we take 
care of our own. To mention just 
one example, a comparison between 
a typical elderly person on Norfolk 
and a typical old-age pensioner in 
Sydney or Melbourne would show a 
remarkable contrast. The Norfolk Isl¬ 
and way of life provides an older per¬ 
son with a xind of affection and sup¬ 
port and acceptance that make the 
mainland pension system look almost 
degrading by comparison - this sup¬ 
port includes weekly payments of 
cash, financed by Norfolk Island, 
which are set from time to time at 
levels that we believe are reasonable 
for Island conditions. 

" THE NORFOLK ISLAND WAY 
OF LIFE WORKS, ON NORFOLK" 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that all Australian Social Service Bene¬ 
fits be applied on Norfolk. Yet Sir 
John Nimmo said that he could find no 
hardship on Norfolk. That is quite a 
rare and fine state of affairs, in this 
day and age. The Norfolk Island way 
of life works, on Norfolk Island. It 
does not need to be changed over for 
some other system, however "mod¬ 
em” that new system is supposed to 
be. 


7. Voting . Part of the Norfolk 
Island way of life is that we vote for 

a local Council to represent us. There 
is great interest in the Council's act¬ 
ivities, and the regularly monthly 
meetings are broadcast in full - once 
"live" and again the following even¬ 
ing, for people who could not listen 
to the first broadcast. 

There has been serious concern 
on the Island for some years that our 
Council has no executive authority, 
but can only advise an Administrator 
sent from Australia. We would like 
to elect people .who could manage 
Island affairs themselves. We do not, 
frankly, maintain regular interest or 
awareness of mainland politics, and 
certainly don't feel we should have 
any say in diem. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that Norfolk Island be put into the 
electorate of Canberra. This is simply 
ridiculous. It would not give us 
representation except in a meaning¬ 
less, legal way. Among other things, 
it would be an intrusion on our part 
into Canberra affairs, which could 
not be welcomed and which we would 
not want. 

"ONE OF THE CORNERSTONES 

OF OUR WAY OF LIFE... " 

8. Land Ownership & Land Use. 

One of the most important parts of the 
Norfolk Island way of life is our 
attachment to the land. It is probably 
our dearest possession. We feel a very 
deep need to control it ourselves. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that the Commonwealth Government 
should have all control of all land 
matters, including zoning and town 
planning. This would be a basic 
change in one of the cornerstones of 
the Norfolk Island way of life. 

9. Workers Regulations. A part 
of the Norfolk Island way of life is 
that many people have several jobs, 
perhaps none of them full-time. 
Wherever one works on Norfolk, or 
whatever the job is, it is Norfolk 
practice to lend a hand where a hand 
is needed. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that workers compensation rules, In¬ 
ternational Labor Organisation conven¬ 
tions, and much of the machinery 
needed for union demarcation regula¬ 
tions and dispute handling, be extend¬ 
ed into Norfolk Island. We don't have 
strikes and tie-ups and disputes. There 
are often disagreements and sometimes 
dissatisfactions, but the Norfolk sys¬ 
tem works very well on the Island. As 
one example the Island's lighterage and 
stevedore crews handle cargo from ship 
to the shore for far less than the same 



operation would cost in the port of Syd¬ 
ney using the marvellous power equip¬ 
ment they have at their disposal. 

10. The right to return to the Island . 
It has been a tradition for generations 
on Norfolk that this was our homeland. 
People often have had to move away, 
but many of them, now living in Aust¬ 
ralia or in New Zealand, hold in their 
minds and hearts the thought that some 
dayi, when they can, they will move 
back to Norfolk Island. Because 

they were born here, at present 
they have the right to do so. 

The Nimmo Report recom¬ 
mends that this right be abolished 
and immigration to die Island would 
be on a first-come, first-served ba¬ 
sis, and people who now dream of 
"returning home" would have to take 
their place in the queue without any 
rights to residencv 

11. Transport. An important part 
of the Norfolk Island way of life Is 
that we have small-scale but good 
links with Australia and New Zealand. 
For air transport, we have relied for 
many years on the fine reliable old 
DC4s operated by Qantas. They will 
be retired in March, and small F-27s 
will replace them. The Norfolk Isl¬ 
and airport may have to be upgraded 
to some extent if we should later shift 
to small F-28 jet aircraft, but we 
would like to keep airport extensions 
as small as possible. Jhg airports 

are damaging for the environment, 
and Norfolk Island's peaceful environ¬ 
ment is worth preserving. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
not that oiir airport be upgraded for 
F -27 aircraft; not that it be upgraded 
for F-28 aircraft; but that it be made 
into a full-blown international air¬ 
port capable of handling Boeing 747 
jumbo jets. 

There are many puzzling ideas 
in the Nimmo Report, but this one 
is among the most puzzling of all. 

So far as I know, no evidence given 
to the Royal Commission even 
suggested a super-jet airport. Our 
tourist industry does not need it, 
and never will, if we are to have 
any control over tourism. 

I know of only one real pur¬ 
pose that would require such an air¬ 
port; and that is if Norfolk Island 
should be turned into Australia’s 
Offshore High Security Animal 
Quarantine Station. 

12. Crime and punishment. An 
important part of die Norfolk Island 
way of life is that we have no ma¬ 
jor crime. We do not even have a 
proper gaol. We seem to get along 
very well without one. 

The Nimmo Report recommends 
that a big new police station and gaol 
should be built, and that perhaps a 


correctional institution for young 
criminals should be built. Sir John 
Nimmo says that our attitudes to¬ 
ward crime and punishment are not 
as sophisticated as on the mainland, 
and he apparently wants us to get in 
step with these mainland ideas. 

Sir, those are not all the recom¬ 
mendations of the Nimmo Report, 
but those twelve represent massive 
changes in a way of life we have 
treasured for generations. 

We do not want our way of life 
replaced by another way of life. 

By all that is fair and decent in 
modern civilisation, I believe Nor¬ 
folk Island is entitled to retain and 
preserve its way of life unless one 
of three causes can be shown. 

First Australia might have die 
right to change our way of life if it 
could be shown that, by being differ¬ 
ent, we are causing harm to others 
particularly Australia. 

For a number of years. Australia 
might have argued that this was in¬ 
deed the case. During those years, 
outsiders discovered that Norfolk 
Island's relatively simple laws 
could be used to their advantage. 

The Island became a tax haven that 
apparently cost the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment many millions or dollars 
in taxes that otherwise may have 
been payable. 


"THE TAX HAVEN IS OVER" 


But the tax haven is over - dead 
and gone. Sir John Nimmo is, 
among other things, a tax expert, . 
and the longest section of the Royal 
Commission Report is the one dis¬ 
cussing Norfolk's history as a tax 
haven. Having investigated in very, 
very great detail, Sir John concluded 
as follows and I quote from the Re¬ 
port; "In so far as income tax avoid¬ 
ance is concerned the overwhelming 
body of abuses has now been stopped.. 
Taxation Office investigators will be 
able.. to take any necessary steps to 
curb or eliminate whatever tax avoid¬ 
ance activities remain". 

In the summary of recommendations 
in the Report, there are 74 recommen¬ 
dations for Norfolk Island. Under the 
heading of Guideline (g), "The extent 
to which Norfolk Island has been and 
is being used to provide a base for 
activities (e. g. income tax. gift duty 
and death duty avoidance or evasion) 
which are harmful to the interests of 
Australia or of other countries, ” Sir 
John Nimmo did not feel it was necess¬ 
ary to make one single recommenda¬ 
tion. 


Second, Australia mi^it have die 
right to change our way of life if we 
were harming ourselves, and should 
be stopped from doing so. 

Sir John Nimmo searched and found 
no way in which this is so - he found 
no activity which could be said to be 
harmful to ourselves. 

Third, Australia might have the 
right to :hange our way of life if we 
had in some way offended against 
the world, or Australia, and were be¬ 
having in some way that called for 
punishment. 

Sir John Nimmo in various parts of 
his Report expresses a personal dis¬ 
taste for people on Norfolk Island, 
but I think we are simply differ¬ 
ent from some oihers. I do not 
really believe he would say that 
it is for Australia to punish us. 

If we are not harming others, if 
we are not harming ourselves, and 
if we axe not deserving of punish¬ 
ment, I believe it is morally wrong 
for Australia to destroy a way of 
life that has been followed for gen¬ 
erations on Norfolk Island and is 
treasured by all the people. 

There is one other possible ground 
on which great changes might be 
imposed on our way of life. That 
would be if Australia believed the 
changes would actually improve our 
way of life, and that we ought to 
be. forced to try them for a few 
years and see whether we liked them, 
with the understanding that if the 
changes proved to be harmful, they 
would be un-done. 

That is not what the Nimmo Re¬ 
port proposes. 

If Australia reduces our need to 
support ourselves; if Australia abol¬ 
ishes our simple laws and imposes 
complicated new ones; if Australia 
increases our costs by requiring us 
to pay full Australian taxes as well 
as our own in direct taxes and levies 
-- perhaps wrecking our tourist in¬ 
dustry in the process; if Australia 
takes our hospital out of our hands; 
if Australia disrupts our good rela¬ 
tionship with the N. S. W. Depart¬ 
ment of Education; if Australia gets us 
accustomed to receiving benefit 
cheques; if Australia forces us to 
vote in Canberra; if Australia takes 
over all powers over our land; if 
Australia allows and introduces 
mainland-style strife in our work 
force; if Australia removes the 
right of our people to come home; 
if Australia builds a Boeing 747 air¬ 
port in the middle of the Island, 
and gives us a big concrete gaol 
and police station - - Australia will 
have permanently ruined our present 
way of life. It could not conceivab¬ 
ly be an experiment that could be 



un-done. 

Sir, yea might ask me how do 
I know the people of Norfolk Island 
would agree with these views? 

1 would answer that 1 feel ab¬ 
solutely positive that almost every 
person on the Island would agree, 
but I would add that the only real 
way to prove this would be to let 
the people of the Island speak for 
themselves in a Referendum. 

"ATTEMPTS BEING MADE... 

TO RESIST OR BLOCK 
A REFERENDUM" 

It is with deep regret and con¬ 
cern that I find attempts being 
made in official quarters to re¬ 
sist or block a Referendum. 

We are being told that there 
should not be a Referendum .-- be¬ 
cause the times are so confusing. 

We are told that the people cannot 
appraise issues calmly. We are told 
that a Referendum is not really want¬ 
ed by the majority. We are told it 
would be pandering to a minority. 

We are told it would be costly. We 
are told it would be time-consuming. 
Worst of all we are told that the 
Nimrao recommendations are not 
matters concerning the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, on which the Governor General 
may make ordinances. 

Sir, with the deepest respect, those 
are the sort of reasons tint are given 
in dictatorships, for not holding 
Referenda. Australia is not a dicta¬ 
torship. Norfolk Island is not plan¬ 
ning anything sinister. What are 
these people afraid of? A Referen¬ 
dum only costs a few hundred dollars. 
It only takes a few months. Why do 
these people want to keep the citi¬ 
zens of Norfolk Island silent? What 
are their reasons? 

It is an appalling statement for 
anyone who knows anything of Norfolk 
Island or of the Nimmo Report to pre¬ 
tend that its recommendations are not 
matters affecting the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, on which the Governor General 
may make ordinances. 

The people of this Island have the 
right to a Referendum, and whatever 
moves may be made to resist or block 
that right, I intend as President of 
Committees and as an elected repre¬ 
sentative of the people to see that 
they have that right protected. I 
will use whatever ability and strength 
1 have to see that the electors of this 
Island have the opportunity to ask 
for a Referendum. If the required 
number of electors ask for it, I will 


use whatever strength I have to see 
that such a Referendum is held, 
whatever may be done to resist or 
block it. 

I will also do whatever I can to 
see that such a Referendum is held 
only after the people have had ade¬ 
quate time to think carefully about 
the i sues, and to become clear in 
their own minds. ' 

1 do not believe this can be done 
by January 17, which is die deadline 
arbitrarily laid down by the Minister 
for the comments of this Council on 
the Nimmo Report. I believe it may 
take two or perhaps three months 
longer than that. Sir John todk 
much longer than that to prepare 
his report and recommendations -- 
what’s die hurry? 

Until the people have this chanCe 
to speak, in the privacy of a polling 
booth, 1 wish to state my absolute 
conviction that any actions taken by 
the Commonwealth Government to 
begin changing our way of life by 
putting any of Sir John Nimmo’s 
recommendations into effect must 
be recognised as an indefensible in¬ 
trusion against human rights. 

I am sure that the individuals in 
the Australian Public Service who 
would be in a position to start im¬ 
plementing the Report are decent 
and fair persons with a keen aware¬ 
ness of human rights. 

I feel sure that if they understand 
the facts they will put off taking any 
immediate actions. 

"I CALL FOR EVERY OTHER 
DECENT AUSTRALIAN... " 

But if they should commence 
putting the Report into effect before 
die people of Norfolk Island have had 
a chance to express their beliefs in 
privacy and on a ballot paper, I call 
as earnestly as I can for every other 
decent Australian to prevent a com¬ 
pletely unwarranted violation of the 
reasonable human .rights of the 1600 
people on Norfolk Island. 

There is nothing in our way of life 
that is harming others. We are not 
harming ourselves. We do not need 
punishing. 

There is no morally defensible rea¬ 
son for urgency in implementing even 
one bit of die Report. The people de¬ 
serve to be heard, and a reasonable 
time should be allowed for diem to 
think and then to vote. 

I will conclude by saying how I 
believe the Nimmo Report should 
be used, and by saying generally 
what 1 believe the' future of Norfolk 


Island should be. 

A report laying out a plr.n for *- 
future of a place should have a cen¬ 
tral theme - a set of clear beliefs 
and purposes that run through the re¬ 
port. 

I’ believe that if you remove the 
harmful ideas from die Nimmo Re¬ 
port, there is no central theme or 
belief or purpose left. The con¬ 
structive ideas in the Nimmo Report 
do not add up to any clear vision of 
the future; they are merely a collec¬ 
tion of ideas, with no common pur¬ 
pose. 

”1 ASK THAT THE NIMMO 
REPORT BE LAID ASIDE 
IN SHAPING THIS ISLAND’S 
FUTURE" 


It may be dwu^it that we should 
start with those constructive ideas, 
at least, and work from them. I 
truthfully believe that sorting out 
the good from the bad in the Report 
would require far mare work for 
Australia and for ourselves, and 
would involve far more risk to the 
Norfolk Island way of life, than if 
the Report is simply laid aside, in 
favour of some more sound approach 
that does have a central theme and 
purpose. I ask that the Nimmo Re¬ 
peat be laid aside in shaping this 
Island’s future. 

I believe that a sound alternative 
approach does in fact exist, and can 
be built on, although it stBJ requires 
thought and effort to perfect it. 

In a sensible and workable vision 
of Norfolk Island's future, I would 
hope we may be permitted to re¬ 
main a Territory of Australia, re¬ 
ceiving guidance and help in mat¬ 
ters in which we are inexperienced. 

I also hope we may continue to re¬ 
ceive some modest financial help if 
we can’t do for ourselves, and if 
Australia can afford it. I stress the 
word "modest". 

I do not believe there is the slight¬ 
est wish for independence among the 
vast majority of the people of die Isl¬ 
and. 

1 believe diat a new form of local 
self-gwremment, such as die Norfolk 
Island Council proposed after much 
study and knowledge of local matters, 
would be workable. I think it would 
put most of die responsibility for 
Norfolk Island on the shoulders of die 
Norfolk Island people. I think it 
would not only be acceptable to Aust¬ 
ralia, but should prove to be a source 
of satisfaction to Australia. 

Many details of the local self- 
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ralia. 

We need Australia. 

But even more than that, we need 
our Island and our way of life. 

I hope with all my heart that we 
may keep our Island, and our way 
of Ufe, and at the same time keep 
our close ties with Australia too. 



government plan asked for by the 
Council need to be looked at close¬ 
ly, and considered with wisdom. 
There is no need for, and there 
should not be, any undue haste. I 
would hope Australia would be will¬ 
ing to sit down with us, and tty to 
help us work out the details well, 
in the course of this new year. 


1 wish to end these remarks with 
an expression of respect for a great 
nation that has done much for Nor¬ 
folk Island and its people in the past. 

We appreciate what Australia has 
done for us. We are able very large¬ 
ly to support ourselves, and we are 
not beggars. We would like to re¬ 
main in close association with Aust¬ 
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SINCE THE NIMMO Report first 
arrived on the Island, all or the 
eight elected members of Council 
have felt that a Referendum on its 
main objectives would be neces¬ 
sary. 

The Island has many residents 
who are ready and able to speak 
up or to write letters -- but they 
don't necessarily reflect what the 
"silent majority” may be feeling. 

At first. Councillors were gener¬ 
ally hesitating to express their own 
views about the Report, hoping 
that soon they would be able to 
sense what most people wanted. 

But as the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions started being put into effect 
by Australia, without waiting for 
Council's or the people's views, 
each Councillor stood up and de¬ 
clared what he believed himself. 

The most comprehensive view 
was put by President of Commit - 
ees Bill Blucher, whose Dec. 10th 
address is reprinted elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Cr. McIntyre had expressed him¬ 
self as being strongly opposed to 
the changes Sir John Nimmo pro¬ 
poses for Norfolk. 

On December 1st, Cr. Quintal 
took a firm stand against the Re¬ 
port. He became ill soon after¬ 
ward, and made no further long 
statements in December. 

On December 16th, all other 
Councillors made it perfectly clear 
how they regard the Report. This 
issue of Council Transcript sets 
out these various official position 
statements. 

• 

COUNCILLOR 

GREG QUINTAL 

Cr. Quintal: "..Well, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, the Pitcairn Islanders arrived 
from Pitcairn Island on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and 120 years ago, and up till now 
we have managed to moreorless 
manage our own affairs. 

”It is my strong belief that we 
could continue to run our own 
affairs and I think we are quite cap¬ 
able of doing it. 

“I have studied the Nimmo Report 
and I find this Report most confusing. 
In the Report on page 72 - No. 6 
Land Interests of Residents whereby 
Sir John Nimmo criticizes the Pit- 
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cairn descendants for selling their 
land. Then, in another breath, he 
has recommended that 120 metres 
be taken away from the foreshores, 
whichever is the greater from the 
top of the cliff or from the shore 
line. 

"If we start and have a look at 
the land that he proposes to take 
over.... if we go from Music Valley 
and follow the coastline right round 
on top of Cascade cliff, I find that 
approximately six mainlanders own 
the land around there and over 20 
Islanders own the rest of the land- 
all except one area or parcel of 
land in all that area is leasehold 
property which is under the Com¬ 
monwealth Government at present. 

"If we take the area from Kings¬ 
ton going around towards Headstone 
that includes a lot of other freehold 
properties - the mainlanders own 
four properties there and the rest be¬ 
long to .... approximately 13 sec¬ 
tions of land will be involved. 

"I can't understand why he criti¬ 
cizes the Pitcairn descendants for 
doing something and then on the 
other hand he wants to take further 
land away from the people. 

"During the last war, when they 
were building the airstrip up here, 
the Government resumed a lot of 
land and some of the land that was 
resumed the persons who owned the 
land were paid a grand sum of £5 an 
acre. I don't think my figure is 
wrong because my wife was involved 
in a piece of land that was taken a- 
way from her. 

"Besides taking away land for the 
airstrip, they also took away a lot 
of land and then it was turned into 
Government lease, and I'm wonder¬ 
ing whether the same as this that 
when the time comes for the Aust¬ 
ralian Government to sub-divide 
this land they're going to leave some 
of the sections so narrow that they'd 
be absolutely useless and I was wonder¬ 
ing whether they'd come a little fur¬ 
ther and a little bit further as they've 
done in the past - - take everything 
they can get hold of. 

"This is one thing I'm very much 
against the Report on. 

"The other thing is a word called 
'tax'.. .Australian taxes. 

"The other thing I was going to 
say with regard to land, with death 
duties and high cost of living and a 
fall off in my opinion of the tourist 
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trade and the increases in all com¬ 
modities, I’m wondering how much 
more land that the people of the 
Island would lose if we adopted all 
aspects of the Nimmo Report. 

"It is my belief that the only fair 
way of finding out what the people 
want is through a referendum. When 
it suited the Australian Government 
to put a quarantine station, or they 
wanted to install a quarantine station 
on Norfolk Island, we quickly had a 
referendum, and it is my strong be¬ 
lief that if the Nimmo Report is 
accepted that is exactly what we’ll 
be getting on Norfolk Island very 
soon - that is a quarantine station - 
that is my opinion. 

"I cannot for the life of me think 
why Australia wants to hold on to 
this place - she gave New Guinea in¬ 
dependence whereby they've got 
something to offer - we've got noth¬ 
ing so there must be a good reason 
and I don't know what it is. 

"The other thing is, at no time 
that I can remember have we asked 
Australia: or the Commonwealth Gov¬ 
ernment to spend any money on the 
Island -- they’ve done it themselves. 
Any money that they have spent, well 
they’ve spent it and that's that. We've 
never asked for it and neither have we 
asked for the Nimmo Report. 

"That's all I have to say Mr. Chair- 


COUNCILLOR 

ouncan hcintyre 

I’m speaking of course for myself 
and 1 do support the remarks of 
Cr. Blucher in this regard -- that 
the Report is not sound -- that if you 
strike it it doesn't ring.. it makes the 
noise of a cracked cup. 

"I therefore believe that the presen¬ 
tation of our views, based on that 
figure of $2.6 million, is essential - 
I believe that these views are for¬ 
warded to Canberra before a decision 
is made in terms of question 1, in or¬ 
der that there might be a considera¬ 
tion of this very fundamental point. 

"I go on to make three further 
comments, Mr. Chairman, on mat¬ 
ters that you raised. 

"In one sense it is a matter be¬ 
yond the essence of the question - 
whether either the hospital or the 
school retain their former cheerful¬ 
ness and efficiency, because the 
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Nimmo Report recommends that the 
Commonwealth take these over for 
no other reason than to take them 
out of Norfolk Island hands and inte¬ 
grate them into mainland forms. 

"1 do not read the Nimmo Report 
as concluding that as they stand 
either the school or the hospital is 
badly run. I read exactly to the con¬ 
trary. Consequently why it should be 
that we should therefore, on a proven 
record, have our hospital and our 
school -- sources of great local pride -- 
taken away from us and handed over 
to the administration of others is to 
me the most central question -- why 
should what we have be integrated 
into a mainland form that's a thou¬ 
sand miles away. I see no logic in 
that - I see no desirability in that - 
and I respect a very strong local wish 
to retain these things. 

"Finally, Mr. Chairman, you said 
that voting in Canberra is simply 
ridiculous - you quoted Cr. Blucher's 
words. I am reminded, however, that 
Cr. Blucber said that if we were part 
of the Canberra electorate, we would 
also be wrongly interfering with the 
electors of Canberra... that if I were 
an elector in Canberra I would have 
cause to resent the election of my 
local representative being decided 
on an island 1200 miles away, whose 
purposes and causes and problems 
were nothing of my own, whose isl¬ 
and and rural atmosphere had noth¬ 
ing to do with my heavily urbanized 
situation, and whose outlook and 
whose feelings followed completely 
different courses for completely differ¬ 
ent reasons to my own. 

"I therefore believe that the point 
of being represented in the mainland 
electorate is mutually difficult, mu¬ 
tually undesirable. 

"You asked, Mr. Chairman, if we 
didn't like that suggestion could we 
propose an alternative. Well, I also 
agree with Cr. Blucher on this propo¬ 
sition that the way that you find al¬ 
ternatives is in the course of dia¬ 
logue not in the course of half- 
baked solutions, theories, ideas or 
suggestions that 1 could loosely throw 
on the table. 

"For those reasons, Mr. Chairman.*. 

I believe that at the present time we 
have no better statement than the 
statement of Cr. Blucher at the last 
meeting..." 

COUNCILLOR 

LISLE SNELL 

Cr. Snell: .I'd just like to com¬ 

ment on die motion put by Cr. Blu¬ 
cher, and this motion has placed me 


in a dual position. 

"As I specified earlier, my prin- - 
cipal view was that I had intended 
to recommend that we adopt the 
Royal Commission Report in part, 
subject to certain changes, and these 
were as 1 mentioned previously that 
the recommendations contained in 
the Nimmo Report be adopted sub¬ 
ject to the following modifications: 

1. The residents of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and not being included in the elect¬ 
orate of Canberra. 

2. Norfolk Island retains the 
right to impose its own taxes and 
other imposts upon die citizens of 
Norfolk Island, and out of local 
revenue provide for such social bene¬ 
fits to the residents of Norfolk Island 
as the local Assembly deems appro¬ 
priate. Perhaps a trial period of 5 
years on this basis can be negotiated. 

3. That over the next 5 years the 
residents of Norfolk Island be groom¬ 
ed to assume a greater degree of 
control over their own affairs. 

4. That the government of immi¬ 
gration into Norfolk Island remain 
with the Assembly and not be tied 

to die Racial Discrimination Act. 

5. That assurance be given that 
land matters remain at the present 
status quo for the period of at least 
5 years. 

"On further investigations on the 
Report, Mr. Chairman, it does appear 
that others share my view that parts 
of this Report recommended are work¬ 
able and acceptable. 

"I am a man, Mr. Chairman, who 
respects success and I therefore re¬ 
spect Sir John's Report. 

"I, of course, differ in view on 
some of his recommendations, and 
I plead, Mr. Chairman, for a trial 
basis for Council to implement cer¬ 
tain aspects of self-government, 
namely those recommendations I 
mentioned above. 

"The second, of course, is the 
above motion that seeks to adopt 
Cr. Blucher's speech as a basis for 
Council guidelines and discussions. 

"I am uncertain as to how the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices and the Inter-Departmental 
Committee handling these affairs 
will act on this information -- 
whether they will take the attitude 
'well, we gave them the chance' 
and go ahead and act on this Report 
regardless, which they have already 
indicated that they will do and 
more important appears legally able 
to. 

"I am in favour of the recommen¬ 
dations for the general As sembly... 

"If we lay aside this Report, we 
lay aside this important recommen¬ 


dation, but to counteract it it can 
be said that this recommendation 
was also the wish of the previous 
Council and previous Australian 
Government in their efforts to seek 
executive authority for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 

•Perhaps the same line of nego¬ 
tiations enjoyed previously can be 
re-opened. 

"Mr. Chairman, my whole.basis 
of discussion is for the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and . 

"I seek the continued Australian 
support and good will for Norfolk 
Island." 

COUNCILLOR 

6ECFF BENNETT 

Cr. Bennett; "Sir, I fully support 
the motion of Cr. Blucher and in do¬ 
ing so I applaud his tenacity with 
which he’s applied himself in the 
compilation of his views at the 
December 10th meeting, which has 
been subsequently produced in a 
document form. 

"It’s obvious, if the comments of 
the document are to be any indica¬ 
tion, that there is overwhelming 
support from the electors for this 
document and what it spells out. 
Conclusive evidence of the support 
can only be obtained by a referen¬ 
dum. I fail to appreciate the efforts 
of the powers that be in trying to 
forestall or block any attempt at 
holding a referendum, nor can I 
accept Sir John Nimmo's remarks 
that there should not be a referen¬ 
dum because the times are so con- 
fusing-because the people cannot 
appraise the issues calmly -be¬ 
cause it is not really wanted by the 
majority - because it is pandering 
to the minority - because it's cost¬ 
ly - because the Nimmo recommen¬ 
dations are not matters concerning 
the peace, order and good govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island and on which 
the Governor General may make 
ordinances. 

"Sir, this is indicative of lack of 
regard held for the people of this 
Island and the attitude astonishes 
me. 

"The life-style of a proud people 
built up over many generations is 
about to be thrown out and we are 
virtually being asked to sit up and 
take it calmly. 

“I vigorously support Cr. Blucher's 
conviction that any action taken by 
the Commonwealth Government to 
begin changing our way of life by 
putting any of Sir John Nimmo's 
recommendations into effect until 
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the people have been given the 
chance to speak in the privacy of a 
polling booth must be recognized as 
an indefensible intrusion against hu¬ 
man rights. 

"Sir, we have already evidenced 
some of this intrusion in the form of 
the appointment of East-West Airlines 
to succeed Qantas on the Sydney to 
Norfolk Island air service, despite the 
assurance of the Minister (reference 
memorandum 1/17/36) to allow Coun¬ 
cil to express.its views on the feport 
of the Royal Commission on Norfolk 
Island before any decisions were 
taken by the Government. 

"We have clearly been deceived. 

"While this one decision forms 
only a minuscule part of the com¬ 
plete recommendation, the very 
principle of this Council - and in¬ 
deed die people of Norfolk Island - 
being requested to lodge its views 
before any implementation has been 
eroded away. 

"To have introduced this feeling 
of mistrust at this time is indeed sad. 
Sad, because we believed that we 
would be able to put forward sound 
ideas and views to the Department 
and/or the I.D. C., thus creating a 
dialogue without being pre-judged. 

"One wonders whether the Gov¬ 
ernment has in fact already accept¬ 
ed the Sir John Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions as read." 

COUNCILLOR 

bruce McKenzie 

Cr. McKenzie: "I fully endorse the 
remarks of Cr. Blucher. 

"I've weighed die pros and cons 
of the Nimmo Report, incidentally 
which weren't requested by the 
people of this Island. 

''I've come to the conclusion it 
would absolutely ruin the life-style 
of people living here. 

"Mr. Chairman, during my life 
I've been fortunate enough to visit 
many parts of the world. I've yet 
to see another community so well 
off as the people living on this Isl¬ 
and, yet it appears to me the Aust¬ 
ralian Government or someone wants 
to steamroll this community into 
their style of life. 

"I know a few department heads 
who'd love to have Norfolk Island 
under their control. 

"Surely, Mr. Chairman, the Prime 
Minister and heads of Government 
don't condone the steamrolling tac¬ 
tics which are being applied to the 
Nimmo Report. 

"I thought Australia was a free 
and democratic country where 
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people had freedom of speech. 

The people of Norfolk Island cer¬ 
tainly aren't being given that 
choice. 

"Mr. Chairman, I also believe 
there are words as human rights. 

I cannot see how a hundred odd lo¬ 
cal people giving evidence to a 
Royal Commission can change the 
life-style of 900 others. 

"A good percentage of this Re¬ 
port is related to company activity 
which I have never been a lover of. 

It appears to me the whole basis 
behind the Nimmo Report was to 
find out Just how much these com¬ 
panies were evading the Austral¬ 
ian tax system. It should be re¬ 
membered that a very few people 
on this Island were and are still 
involved in this activity. 

"Mr. Chairman, I still cannot 
understand why Australia cannot 
legisl ate in their own country to 
block this activity instead of forcing 
more laws on this Island. 

"Mr. Chairman, the people who 
seem to favour this Report appear to 
me to look only at one side. It 
should be remembered that tills 
Council has been and still is work¬ 
ing on an accident insurance 
scheme, a superannuation scheme, 
ways and means of increasing spe¬ 
cial allowance payments, the Hos¬ 
pital Board has looked at the possibil¬ 
ity of setting up a local hospital bene¬ 
fit fund, and I can assure the public 
that I, as well as all Councillors, am 
very conscious of the need for these 
various benefits, but I believe sir 
it should be the Norfolk Island style 
and not the Australian way. 

"I would like the Minister to lay 
the Nimmo Report aside and con¬ 
sider the following six points: 

"1. Leave tie Island exactly how 
it is for 6 years as a territory of 
Australia. 

"2. Give the Island executive 
authority as requested. 

”3. Let the Island introduce its 
own style of taxes. 

"4. Let the Island up-date the 
special allowance scheme to a type 
of pension scheme. 

”5. Leave land controls as they 

”6. At the end of 5 years die Aust¬ 
ralian Government review the situa¬ 
tion. 

"Sir, it should be remembered 
Australia spent millions of dollars 
teaching Papua/New Guinea self- 
government. How much have they 
spent here helping us - very little 
indeed. 

"I also notice they are not forcing 
the situation faced by us upon our 
sister territory. Cocos Island. 
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"Mr. Chairman, for A, last seven 
years I've sat in this chair and watch¬ 
ed this Island be bounced around like 
a ping-pong ball -- from one Depart¬ 
ment to another and then to another. 

"How could any Council settle 
down and work towards peace, order 
and good government when there is 
so much uncertainty in higher places. 

"Mr. Chairman, all I ask is that 
the Government give this Island a 
chance to prove itself and not be 
dragged into its style of life." 

COUNCILLOR 

ROY SMITH 

Cr. Smith: "Well, Mr. Chairman, 
right from the start I have voiced my 
opinion on the Nimmo Report -1 
reject it on the whole. 

"Being a Norfolk Islander, as I 
stated before, 1 wouldn’t like to see 
this Island change in any way. 

"I've met a lot of tourists during 
my occupation and I’ve spoken to 
quite a few of them and their re¬ 
marks are 'don't spoil Norfolk - 
keep it like it is - you have one of 
the most unique Islands in the world 
and to be incorporated in any way 
with Australia you would lose every¬ 
thing'. 

"I still think, Mr. Chairman, that 
our way of life at the moment we 
are enjoying to the full. We have no 
unemployment - we are not in finan¬ 
cial difficulties - we are going along 
very happily - I'd like to see it re¬ 
main like that. 

"Many Councillors have given 
their views on it - I support them. 

"Without going over the same 
grounds again, finally I would like 
to support Cr. Blucher's remarks 
this afternoon to the full...." 


COUNCILLOR 

JOHN RYVES 


Cr. Ryves: "As Councillors have 
got away from the motion and given 
statements, 1 think perhaps it's 
appropriate at this-stage that I give 
this particular statement that I've 
got here. 

"Sir, as previously stated, I have 
found it most difficult to direct my 
mind to objective study of the Nimmo 
Report. 

”1 had hoped that the questions re¬ 
cently directed to the Minister would 


have cleared up some of the prob¬ 
lems worrying me and no doubt mem¬ 
bers of the community and Council. 

"I believe the Minister's answers 
do not help in directing our thoughts 
constructively to this document. 

"The need to know the long-term 
economic consequences of adoption 
of the Report is self-evident, and 
the Minister has refused to make any 
comments available which leads me 
to believe that the following situation 
exists. 

*1.- That the government in prin¬ 
ciple knows what its intentions are 
with regard to this Report, and 

"2. That Council's advice has 
been sought to imply that demo¬ 
cratic principles have been follow¬ 
ed. 

"The reasons for these conclusions 
are;- 

"1. The Minister has not endeavour¬ 
ed to lay down specific guidelines to 
Council. 

"2. The I. D. C. is dealing with 
the Nimmo Report as if it were an 
accepted document, hence the I.D.C's 
Chairman's remarks that it was not 
the I.D.C's responsibility to debate 
variations in the Report which indicates 
that the Report would be looked at only 
for its implications to the various De¬ 
partments concerned. 

"3. The Minister's undue haste to 
have die Report dealt with which is in¬ 
dicated by the short period extended to 
Council and the electors to research the 
document. This is particular strange 
when one refers to the Minister's state¬ 
ment during his visit in March when 
he said ample time would be given to 
Council to study the Report and no de¬ 
cision would be reached by the Gov¬ 
ernment until Council's views were 
fully considered. 

"4. The Minister’s refusal to allow 
the electors of Norfolk Island to ex¬ 
press their views on the Report by refer¬ 
endum. Again, time is given as 
the excuse for not allowing this nor¬ 
mal democratic process. 

"5. When referring to the prin¬ 
cipal matters on page 5 of the Re¬ 
port, I submit that it is not possible 
to answer these statements construct¬ 
ively without applying qualifications 
to each principal matter. 

"In the first statement, it is im¬ 
possible to accept or reject the propo¬ 
sition without referring to the impli¬ 
cation that Australia has supported 
Norfolk Island in the main over the 
past years. 

"It should be made clear that the 
residents have contributed substan¬ 
tially to this support. 

"In the second statement, accept¬ 
ance in full or in part is difficult 


when we study the anomalies of the 
Report as revealed in Cr. Blucher's 
speech, and those pointed out to 
the Commissioner in Council's sub¬ 
mission. 

"Sir John has chosen completely 
to ignore these facts and continued 
to build a case for his proposition on 
the misleading evidence given by 
the Department of Capital Terri¬ 
tory— 

"For these reasons I believe it is 
wrong for Sir John to say, as he does 
on pages 339-340, that Norfolk Isl¬ 
and has no right to decide on any 
form of government and that Aust¬ 
ralia has the sole right in this mat- 

"It is the responsibility of the 
Minister to the electors of Norfolk 
Island to set aside any further con¬ 
sideration of the Nimmo Report un¬ 
til full investigation into all facets 
of Cr. Blucher's speech and Coun¬ 
cil's submission to the Royal Com¬ 
mission have taken place. 

"For these reasons also, I reject 
the conclusions of the Nimmo Re¬ 
port as not being in the best interests 
of Norfolk Island nor Australia, and 
the damage it may do in the long 
term to our only industry. 

"I urge the Minister to look close¬ 
ly at Council’s submission to the 
Royal Commission and using this as 
a basis ay to implement over the 
next five years a form of govern- 
: ment more suitable to Norfolk Is¬ 
land and its unique requirements. 

"When doing so, to take into full 
account; - 

"1. Use as a tax haven have been 
closed. 

"2. Norfolk Island would be less 
of a financial drain to Australia if 
we continued to develop our own 
type of government which continues 
to tax the initiative of the residents 
and which places restraint on the cost 
of living. 

"3. The residents are suffering no 
specific hardship that can't be over¬ 
come by local effort. 

"In conclusion, I believe it is the 
Minister's duty to see that Norfolk 
Island is not the victim of political 
expediency and that the basis and 
fabric of life in Norfolk Island is not 
desaoyed because of this false prem¬ 
ise. 

"The Report has at least unified 
the community in the realization of 
the different life-style we have en¬ 
joyed and the greatest good that 
could eventuate is a form of gov¬ 
ernment that preserves this differ¬ 
ence. 

"I support Cr. Blucher's speech 
and believing that it says what is 
necessary on the subject." 
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BY THE TIME gardeners will be read¬ 
ing these notes we may have been 
lucky apd had good rains and so 
some of our poor thirsty-looking gar¬ 
dens will be looking much happier. 

Let hope so! 

Not a great deal can be done in 
the gardens until we do get rain. How¬ 
ever some winter flowering annuals 
may be sown in seed-boxes so as to 
be ready for an early planting. Any 
time from mid-February onwards the 
following may be planted - pansies, 
stocks, holly-hocks, antirrihinum, 
both old fashioned snaps and the new 
open-faced kind, bright butterfly be¬ 
ing the best of these; also dianthus 
and carnation seed, but do not be in 
a hurry to plant these out - pinch back 
seedlings so that they are nice com¬ 
pact bushy plants before doing so. 

If you should be the owner of a 
camelia bush or several of these 
classic beauties, perhaps they could 
do with pruning. Do this now before 


too much new growth has started. 

First cut out any rubbing branches 
or ones showing die-back - this 
could be due to dry season; secondly, 
clean out little spindly twigs etc. 
thus making room for good display 
of next season's flowers. If they 
show signs of black spot then spray 
for this. Sprinkle a bit of fertilizer 
around base of bush. 

Now one is also inclined to say 
"must do so and so when the time 
is right” then forget about it until 
that time has come around again. 

I have in mind colour help for hy¬ 
drangeas - soil that contains iron¬ 
stone produces blues and purples 
whereas alkaline soil produces the 
pink to red shades. Old bushes will 
often change colour as their roots 
grow deeper in soil thus encourter- 
ing different conditions. 

These make lovely tub specimens 
and maintain true colours if grown in 
correct mixture to start with - this is 


known as a neutral mixture such as 
one-third each washed sand, decay¬ 
ed manure, leaf mould. 

Blueing compound can be bought 
or use \ oz. each of sulphate alum¬ 
inium /sulphate of iron in 1 gallon 
water. Water once a week with this. 

. P. S. Haye you noticed the na¬ 
tive wisteria on the trees in Peter’s 
Highway — it is now in bloom. 


■ BOND 

by "VINAS" 

--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 
NOW THE FESTIVE SEASON is behind 
us we should have temporarily sated 
our indulgence of rich things and be 
thinking of sparing our over-strained 
digestions with lighter fare more suit¬ 
ed to the summer climate. 

Although we are by reputation a 
race of beer drinkers we should not 
overlook the virtues of wine at the 
close of a hard, hot day so here are 
a couple of ways of taking it lightly. 

My putting a generous measure of 
crushed ice into a long glass and pour¬ 
ing over it a pleasant white or red 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations • ring 2255 




Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 
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or, if you prefer, a? sherry. Sherry is 
a surprisingly versatile drink and you 
will not be guilty of a sin of poor 
taste if you have it as a long drink 
with soda or lemonade. 

Not for a moment would I suggest 
you uncork your precious old wines 
nor your special Spanish sherry for 
this purpose but rather you should use 
some of the flagons or so-called casks 
now available. The rising popularity 
of wines coupled with even faster ris¬ 
ing prices has led our winemakers to 
put some really quaffable material in¬ 
to these larger and consequently more 
reasonably priced packs. 

This leads me on to the observation 
that some firms in Australia are now ad¬ 
vertising their products in casks of up to 
60 gallons for home bottling. This was 
quite an "in thing” a few years back 
when a bunch of enthusiasts would ga¬ 
ther round the backyard pool, sip and 
bottle (often more of the former) and 
then finish off the day blissfully with 
a well-charred steak. Fun though it 
was however their reds were generally 
pretty rough. 

Those being offered today are more 
the well regarded products of notable 
smaller wineries and the idea offers, 
at reasonable cost, wines well worth 
cellaring. Perhaps if you gathered a 
few friends into a club you could make 
a deal with the Bond, but remember 
bottling is the name of the game! 


Christmas is an especially ex¬ 
citing time when there are young 
children in a family. Their 
"Christmas" time commences either 
with the Christmas party at the Play- 
centre or the fend-of- term party at 
the school. The Playcentre party 
was a huge-success this year thanks 
to Pastor Eric Dronfield and his 
puppet "Freckles" who kept the child¬ 
ren in fits of laughter (especially when 
Freckles didn’t want to go back in his 
box!) until the sound of the fire en¬ 
gine’s siren announced the arrival of 
Santa Claus. With close on SO gifts 
to give out there were a few anxious 
faces as children waited for their 
name to be called. Some had to be 
coaxed towards Santa whilst others 
had to be held back’. Then followed 
the "eats" with the Mums enjoying 
the spread as much as the children. 

It was a lovely morning. 

Then about an hour or so later 
Mums with children in the infants 
classes at the school called to col¬ 
lect their children who were allowed 
to leave early after their party. The 


children, had been allowed to wear 
party clothes on the last day - they 
all looked so lovely arriving at 
school, but they looked quite differ¬ 
ent by lunchtime: They looked as 
though they had really enjoyed them¬ 
selves and that was the main thing. 

During the holidays there were 
several functions for the children - 
the Lions Club party, the Leagues 
Club party and parties for the Admin¬ 
istration and DCA workers' children. 

I think that apart from Christmas Day 
itself, Christmas Eve is an exciting 
time for the children as they hang up 
their stockings or pillow cases. Our 
two boys were very excited - the el¬ 
dest wanted to leave something for 
Santa as he said "Santa Claus is nice 
to us. so we'll be nice to Santa". He 
chose six carrots for the reindeers and 
instead of a can of beer for Santa, be 
decided on three passionfruit which he 
said would be better for him: The 
youngest one certainly kept me on 
my toes with his questions - is there 
a Mrs. Santa Claus? - does Santa die? 







That's only two of them. 

Then comes the really exciting 
time, the time all children have 
been looking forward to for many 
weeks - Christmas morning. 1 think 
most children are up out of bed by 
5.30am at least, and I know of one 
young boy who thought he'd "just 
have a look to see what Santa Claus 
had brought" at 2. 30am.' Needless 
to say he was quite smartly sent 
back to bed. Our pleasure was to 
see the look of astonishment by the 
boys as they saw the carrots had 
gone and Santa Claus had left be¬ 
hind the empty passionfruit skins! 

Then the giving out of presents - 
what a marvellous, happy time it 
is. I think it's important though 
that children also realize what they’re 
really celebrating on Christmas Day - 
as Pastor Dronfield said over the radio - 
Christmas is unwrapped when we’re 
rapted in what it's all about. 

When the children had played 
with their toys, eaten most of their 
lollies and spread their wrapping 
paper over the floor, we packed up 
our lunch and headed for the beach 
to spend the rest of the day with our 
friends. We all set up a make-shift 
tent, organized some tables and then 
spread out the food and then every¬ 
one helped themselves to some lunch. 
Everyone always eats too much don't 
they - and then we spent the after¬ 
noon dozing, wandering along the 
beach, nibbling at the food, and 
then about 7pm attempting to have 
some tea! About 9pm we packed up 
the food, urged some very tired, 
happy children into the cars and head¬ 
ed off home to bed. What a wonder¬ 
fully relaxing way to spend Cbristijias. 

Monday, 27th December. 1976 at 
Emily Bay is a day we shall long re¬ 
member - the Rotary Club staged an¬ 
other fantastic Beach Carnival! The 
build-up to the exciting events be¬ 
gan with a radio broadcast over the 
local station VL2NI advertising the 
many activities which had been plann¬ 



ed and, in between records and news, 
the announcers crossed over to their 
"on the spot" reporters at Emily Bay 
for a description of activities - as 
early as 8am. The Rotarians were 
there busily setting up equipment. 

In the front of the Beach Carnival 
Program the Rotary Club gave a short 
history of the Annual Beach Carnivals, 
and said that the idea of a Beach Car¬ 
nival began in 1973 by the local Judo 
Club -- Rotary hoped that "this day 
of sunshine and fun should not be 
allowed to die but become part of a 
calendar of annual events", and have 
staged the last two Carnivals. 

As most people are aware. Rotary 
is a service club, one of it s main 
aims being to serve the commun¬ 
ity. Although their wish was that 
the Beach Carnival be a FUN day 
they also hoped that it would be a 
FUNDS day, as all monies raised 
are to go towards die completion 
of the building of die Wives & 

Mothers Club Playcenue (the Rotary 
Club’s project for the year under 
the Presidency of Gary Robertson). 

The Carnival was officially open¬ 
ed at 10.30am and a display of 
yachting took place. It's not often 
we have a chance to watch the skills 
of the Sailing Club which has not 
been going for very long but whose 
members have really done well. 

There were all the usual stalls 
few soft drinks, hot dogs etc. and 
races for the children. Some of the 
races were rowing races in rubber 
raftsi others were obstacle races 
where competitors had to run along 
the sand then crawl under one of 
the heavy rope slings used for the un¬ 
loading of cargo from ships, then to 
pick up an article and race back to 
the finishing line. 

Quite the most breathtaking event 
of the day was a display of skydiving 
by a young man appropriately called 
"Skydiver". Whilst the song of the 
same name was played over the P.A. 
system "Skydiver" and local Cessna 



AND SO another Christmas is here, 
or should 1 say has passed, with the 
homes "full to bursting" of Island 
folk who come home to be with their 
families in their beloved Island, plus 
one or more visitors in most cases. 

As one goes about Christmas shop¬ 
ping and hears joyous greetings and 
news being exchanged then all the 
changes In other ways mean little 
at this time of happy reunions - some 


pilot Ben Morice flew around the Nor¬ 
folk sky dropping markers to check 
on wind conditions. The first marker 
they dropped landed in the sea some¬ 
where between Norfolk and Nepean 
Islands. 

The second marker landed plonk 
in the middle of the pine trees be¬ 
hind Emily Bay near the golf course. 

It was from almost exactly the 
same spot that this second marker 
was dropped that "Skydiver" jumped 
out of Ben's Cessna and 1 wish I 
could remember all the comments 
I heard being made during "Skydi- 
ver’s" descent. Some said "Oh, 
he'll never back it" - "Oh, oh, 
he's going to land in die pines too - 
what a crazy bloke!" Then when 
he landed right there on the sand at 
Emily Bay, maybe-only 40' from 
the target we heard "Wow, isn't 
that fantastic! 

Then there was the Raft Race - 
a fun race of craft made from any 
materials, with a flat deck of at 
least 8' x 10' and a crew of at least 
5. 

What an array of fantastic floats 
there were! One little Honda had 
it's wheels replaced by 44 gallon 
drums. Others had flat decks attach¬ 
ed to 44 gallon drums, flat decks 
over pointed pontoons, flat deck on 
tin "cats" filled with polystyrene 
foam and another made completely 
of beer cars (empty of course). 

As the race began, so did the 
throwing of rotten eggs, tomatoes 
and peaches. By the time the first 
three craft reached home, the "HiJJ- 
crest Water Bed" had overturned 
several times, the Honda had lost 
iti bonnet and the crew had aban¬ 
doned. Jim Gardner and his crew 
were the winners -- for the second 
year I do believe! 

Cheerio! — 


after many years away from Norfolk. 

Young men and women, who but 
a short time ago left as school lea¬ 
vers to learn trades or further school¬ 
ing and now sometimes hard to recog¬ 
nize at first, greet "oldies" like my¬ 
self with the same happy style as they 
do thq younger folk -- one of the un¬ 
changed ways of Norfolkers. 

Time flies all too quickly and once 
again we are farewelling our loved 
ones at the airport and the next 
Christmas seems far away. But is it? 

I wonder what changes will take 
place before then - for better or worse, 
My New Year wish -- "Let Norfolk 
be Norfolk for always, as little un¬ 
changed as progress will allow. " 
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editorial 

WHY THERE MUST BE A REFERENDUM 


DIRECT DESCENDANTS of the Pitcairn settlers, together 
with their wives and husbands, are a majority of the elect¬ 
ors of Norfolk Island. 

For 120 years the rights of Pitcairners on Norfolk have 
been a vital issue. The settlers and their descendants have 
long believed that rights formally confirmed in them by 
Queen Victoria have been injustly abused. The editor of 
The News believes that an accurate reading of history sup¬ 
ports them. He believes that the Pitcairners have on numer¬ 
ous occasions received shabby treatment from persons in 
positions of authority. He believes that the Nimmo Report 
adds one more link to this shameful chain of events. 

When the Royal Commission into Norfolk Island was 
set up, the Australian Government authorised the most ex- 
tensive-ever examination of the Pitcairners' historical 
rights. Australia hoped - as did people on Norfolk - that 
basic questions and beliefs, handed down from one genera¬ 
tion to the next, would finally be resolved for all time. 

The Commissioner was ordered in the name of Queen 
Elizabeth II to do more than inquire into the rights. He was 
ordered to take them into account in all recommendations 
he might make for Norfolk Island's future. The historical 
rights were placed ahead of all other matters that were to 
be taken into apcount - barring one, which was the inter¬ 
ests of today’s residents. 

It was correct for the Government to recognise that 
the historical rights had not been adequately clarified by 
the inquiries and court cases of the past. 

It was correct of the Government to decide that no 
major changes should be made in Norfolk Island until the 
Report, which was expected to clarify the rights once and 
for all, had been received. 

But the Nimmo Report does not clarify the historical 
rights, it leaves them uncertain. It does not take them in¬ 
to account, it simply dismisses them - in the face of evi¬ 
dence, contained within the Report itself, that the rights 
were in fact recognised, confirmed, and ordered by Queen 
Victoria in Council to be preserved. 

This evidence, presented in detail in the major article 
in this issue of The News, is so clear as to be incontrovert¬ 
ible. Sir John Nimmo's statement that "there is no legal 
foundation for them whatever" is simply inconsistent with 
the facts. 

"To err is human; to forgive, divine, ” says an old 
maxim. Sir John Nimmo should be forgiven his error. 

But the error itself must not be accepted. It must not be 
relied on, as if it were a truth, by the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. It must not be permitted to go ringing down through 
history as if it were a truth. 

The error is disabling to the entire Royal Commission 
Report. Every important recommendation in the Report 
threads back to the erroneous assertion that the Pitcairn 
settlers had not been granted the right of self-government 
by Queen Victoria in Council. 

The Pitcairners' rights still remain to be clarified. It 


is possible that in a thorough and correct study of history 
it might be found that the rights of the original settlers had 
faded over the years, and that they disappeared altogether 
at some particular point of past time. On the other hand 
it might be established clearly that the erosion of those 
rights was immoral and perhaps did not legally occur, and 
that they exist in some meaningful form today. No one can 
know until a correct and thorough study has been done - and 
in passing, it would seem reasonable that the Australian 
Government, having financed this latest abuse of the rights, 
should be willing to finance a correct study at last. 

It is accepted in the civilised world today that the 
people of a territory that does not enjoy self-government 
should have the right to determine for themselves what 
their direction of political advancement should be. The 
United Nations has enunciated this principle and Australia 
has freely accepted it. 

To anyone who thoughtfully examines the statements 
and actions of the Australian Government during the past 
two months, there is clear reason to believe that the Aus¬ 
tralian Parliament, in which Norfolk Island has no elected 
representation, may be about to determine the Island's 
future direction of political advancement. This could be 
done with an astonishingly simple-loo king action, described 
in "Norfolk Diary" on page twelve this issue. 

The electors of Norfolk Island are the only people ii 
the world who have the right to say whether they want that 
direction of political advancement, or whether they would 
prefer some different direction. Sir John Nimmo does not 
have the right to make that decision for them, whatever 
reasons he gives for depreciating the views of residents. 
Australia does not have that right either, however much 
money it spends on Norfolk Island, and however costly and 
time-consuming it thinks a Referendum would be. 

Even if there were no United Nations principles con¬ 
cerning the political development of territories - or eve- 
if Australia had not endorsed those principles - the Ninrn 
Report's fundamental error on historical rights would make 
a Referendum essential. If Australia were to take it ontc 
itself to impose major changes in the government of the 
people of the Island without reliable knowledge of wha' 
the historical rights may be, it would be an action so auto¬ 
cratic and immoral as to be sickening. 

There is only one way in which the direction of the 
Island's political advancement can morally be determined. 
Not by argument. Not by a Royal Commission. Not by 
investigations. Not by petitions. Not by submissions. Not 
by pleas. Not by decisions of those who believe they have 
authority - or even by those who believe they have a dut>. 
Not by the Minister. Not by the Australian Parliament. 

It can morally be determined only by the electors of 
Norfolk Island, expressing their own majority choice in the 
complete privacy of a polling booth. It is unconscionable 
for Australia to be refusing to allow us to have a Referendum. 
There must be one before a single further decision is made. 
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A FUNDAMENTAL FLAW has been discovered in the Report 
of the Royal Commission into Matters Related to Norfolk 
Island. 

The flaw is a mis-statement of the facts concerning the 
historical rights of the Pitcairners. 

Historical rights were the second most important matter 
that the Commission was instructed to take into account in 
reaching its conclusions about Norfolk Island. The only mat¬ 
ter given greater precedence was the interests of today’s resi¬ 
dents of the Island. 

The flaw appears to have grown from the approach of the 
Commission in studying the origins of the Pitcairners’ right 
to self-government. It appears that the Commission began 
by searching for historic records of some action by which the 


right of self-government was formally granted. 

When no record of such an action could be found, the 
Commission apparently concluded that the right did not ex¬ 
ist. 

The Commission somehow overlooked the fact that the 
right of self-government had existed on Pitcairn ’s long before 
the British Government had any role in the Island's affairs, 
and that it was not a right that needed to be granted. 

The Commission also apparently missed die significance 
of the instructions by the Queen in Council to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's first Governor, who was specifically ordered to pre¬ 
serve die laws by which the Pitcairners governed themselves. 

The details of this basic flaw in the Report are set out in 
this article. 


CRUCIAL FLAW FOUND IN 
ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT 


Basic Error on Pitcairners’ Rights 


ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL aspects 
of the Royal Commission inquiry into 
Norfolk Island's future was the ques¬ 
tion of the historical ri^its of the de¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn families who 
were settled in Norfolk in 1856. 

The Royal Commissioner, Sir John 
Nimmo, says; 

"Evidence from these people re¬ 
vealed a widespread firmly and 
honestly held belief that Queen 
Victoria gave Norfolk Island to 
their ancestors in 1856 for the pur¬ 
pose of enabling them to continue 
the way of life they had thitherto 
enjoyed in Pitcairn Island. 

”lt is virtually on that basic be¬ 
lief that the claim to the so-call¬ 
ed historical rights rests for they 
are inextricably linked to the Pit¬ 
cairn way of life itself. ” 

In the Letters Patent appointing 
the Royal Commissioner the histori¬ 
cal rights of the Pitcairn settlers and 
their descendants were considered 
among the most important considera¬ 
tions that were to be taken into 
account -- second only to the in¬ 
terests of present-day Norfolk Island 
residents. 

Sir John Nimmo’s findings and 
recommendations on these histori¬ 
cal rights are a cornerstone of his 
Report. Until he had determined 
what these historical rights were he 
would have been unable to proceed 
to further consideration of the Island's 
future. 

His conclusion was that the most 
important rights that Pitcairn descen- 


scendants believed they had were 
these; 

”(a) The right to live in Norfolk 
Island which ’belonged to' the 
Pitcairners and their descendants. 
"(b) A right to govern themselves 
as their ancestors did in Pitcairn’s, 
subject to and in accordance with 
British law. " (P.84 of the Report). 
His conclusion on these two rights, 
after studying them, was as follows; 

"Turning now to the question of 
the validity of the first two claims, 
it needs to be said at the outset that 
there is no legal foundation for them 
whatever. Neither from the evidence 
given in mainland Australia and in 
Norfolk Island, nor from examina¬ 
tion of archival records in Australia, 
New Zealand and England, has any 
proof been revealed that Queen 
Victoria in Council or the Imperial 
Parliament, the only powers with 
the authority to do so, did. in fact, 
formally grant these or any other 
rights to the Pitcairners. No letter, 
no declaration, no Order in Coun¬ 
cil and no Imperial Act was pro¬ 
duced in evidence or discovered by 
the Commission, in Australia, Nor¬ 
folk Island, New Zealand or England, 
which could in any way support these 
claims." (P.85 of the Report). 

THIS STATEMENT IS IN DIRECT 
CONFLICT WITH EVIDENCE CON¬ 
TAINED ELSEWHERE IN SIR JOHN 
NIMMO'S REPORT. 


On page 41-42 of the Report are 
the instructions given to Governor 
Denison, who was proclaimed 
Governor of Norfolk Island by an 
Order in Council of 24 June, 1856. 

The instructidns to Govemot 
Denison were given by the Queen in 
Council. The instructions Were sent 
to Denison along'with the Order in 
Council by Hon. Henry Labouchere. 
They bore the Royal 1 Sign Manual 
and Signet. They read, in part, 
as follows; 

”.. .whereas the inhabitants of 
the said island are chiefly emigrants 
from Pitcairn's Island in the Pacific 
Ocean, who have been established 
in Norfolk Island under our authority 
and who have been accustomed in 
the territory from which they have re¬ 
moved to govern themselves by laws 
and usages adapted to their own state 
of society, you are... to preserve 
such laws and usages, and to adapt 
the authority vested in you by the 
said recited Order in Council to their 
preservation and maintenance. * 

(Page 42 of the Report -- underlining 
added.) 

BY THESE INSTRUCTIONS THE 
QUEEN IN COUNCIL FORMALLY 
RECOGNISED THE PITCAIRNER'S 
RIGHT TO GOVERN THEMSELVES 
AND ORDERED THAT THIS RIGHT 
BE PRESERVED. 


These instructions do not merely 
■typport" the claim of the Pitcairn 
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CRUCIAL FLAW 


descendants that there existed a his¬ 
toric right to self-government; they 
prove it. They utterly disprove Sir 
John Nimmo's statement that "there 
is no legal foundation whatever" for 
the claim. They utterly disprove 
Sir John Nimmo's statement that no • 
evidence could be discovered which 
could in any way support the claims. 
The evidence was not only discovered 
by the Commission; it is printed on 
page 42 of the Commission's Report. 

Sir John Nimmo states on page 86 
of Ws Report as follows; 

"Again, in respect of the present 
claim that the Pitcairners were given 
in 1856 the right to self-government, 
it should be pointed out that they 
did accept in 1857 the simple set 
of thirty-nine laws drawn up by 
Governor Denison ... Acceptance 
in this manner of laws devised by 


IT IS POSSIBLE for people to argue 
about "rights" for generations, with¬ 
out ever reaching agreement between 
the two sides of the argument. This 
does not necessarily mean that nei¬ 
ther side of the argument is correct; 
it can simply mean that the two 
sides are arguing about different 
things. 

The Pitcairn settlers and their de¬ 
scendants have been arguing with 
British, New South Wales and Aust¬ 
ralian authorities about their rights 
ever since the possibility of leaving 
Pitcairn's first became a serious idea. 
▲ 

A "right" can be discussed factu¬ 
ally only if the people in the dis¬ 
cussion make clear what sort of 
right they are discussing. Is it a 
right according to the laws in a part¬ 
icular country at a particular time? 

Is it a right that has been granted by 
someone in power, who agrees to 
grant the right for some particular 
period of time? Is it a right that 
comes from negotiation between 
two groups, which they both agree 
to recognise so long as they are able? 
Is it a right supposedly based on "die 
natural order of things" ? Is it a 
right that has been exercised so long 
that it would be unfairly upsetting to 
take it away without negotiation? 

A "right” can be discussed ration¬ 
ally provided those in the discussion 
agree that they are discussing some 
specific kind of right, such as one 


a non-Pitcairn authority does imply 
a departure from the assertion by the 
Pitcairners of their 1856 understand¬ 
ing that they would govern them¬ 
selves. ” 

These laws were not "devised by 
a non-Pitcairn authority". Sir John 
Nimmo’s statement is incorrect. 

The proof of this is found in his own 
Report. 

The first proof is the Instructions 
to Governor Denison, quoted above. 
His authority was limited by Queen 
Victoria in Council to making laws 
that preserved the laws of Pitcairn. 
He was not authorised to "devise" 
a new set of laws and he did not do 
so. 

The second proof is on page 44 
of the Report, which states; 

"During his visit to Norfolk, at 
a meeting at Government House. 


Governor Denison also obtained the 
islanders' approval for a set of 
thirty-nine simple rules for their 
governance, based on those found 
acceptable at Pitcairn^ a nd which 
he.. .had compiled in conjunction 
with the islanders' pastor. Rev. G.H. 
Nobbs, and the Chief Magistrate . 
Frederick Young." (Underlining add- 

7T) 

GOVERNOR DENISON ONLY HAD 
AUTHORITY TO PRESERVE THE 
PITCAIRN LAWS FOR SELF-GOV¬ 
ERNMENT. THE LAWS FOR NOR¬ 
FOLK WERE DRAWN UP BY REV. 
NOBBS. CHIEF MAGISTRATE 
YOUNG AND GOVERNOR DENI¬ 
SON WORKING SIDE-BY-SIDE. 

THE PITCAIRNERS WERE ABLE TO 
SATISFY THEMSELVES THAT THE 


WHAT IS 


of those mentioned, or of some other 
specific kind. Until this is agreed, 
the idea of a "right" is not a matter 
of fact at all; it is only a political 
belief, or a point of view, or a 
battle-cry, or a recommendation -- 
or a legend, passed down from one 
generation to the next. 

It is important to Australia and to 
Norfolk Island that "rights" should 
be discussed rationally, because the 
factual understanding of rights is 
essential in the prevention of tyr¬ 
anny and in the development of 
social justice. 

Some philosophers have argued 
over the centuries that certain rights 
are "natural" and eternal rights of 
human beings, but such claims vary 
from one philosopher to another, 
and from one age to another. The 
author of a letter to The Times in 
London, for example, asserted that 
it was a natural right of human be¬ 
ings to walk across golf courses. 

▲ 

Discussed rationally, it seems 
clear that no rights are eternal, 
and that none can be granted eter¬ 
nally. In a totalitarian country the 
individual may have few rights to do 
as he wishes. In a democratic coun¬ 
try it is generally agreed that indivi¬ 
dual rights should be limited as little 
as possible; the idea of a democratic 
government is to organise the com¬ 
munity's rules so as to assure, so far 
as is possible, that every person can 


live as that person chooses. The 
right to live this way is not eternal; 
it can exist only so long as the democ¬ 
racy exists. 

The Australian Government's Con¬ 
stitution includes no listing of the 
rights of individuals under its author¬ 
ity. When an individual believes one 
of his "rights" H being abused, his 
complaint can often be settled by dis¬ 
cussion with the trespasser or with 
those in authority. Sometimes it is 
settled by going to court, where the 
complaint is disposed of by a Judge, 
usually taking into account what 
"rights" have been upheld by Judges 
in the past. When a complaint en¬ 
ters the courts, it enters a world very 
different from the world where ordin - 
ary people live, and decisions are 
sometimes made on grounds that 
seem quaint, or pernickety, or un¬ 
related to common sense. 

The "rights” of people under the 
authority of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment are not, however, determined 
only by Judges. It is not written in¬ 
to the Australian Constitution, but 
almost every person in the Austral¬ 
ian Government would agree that no 
one should be deprived of a freedom 
that he or she enjoys unless fair 
cause can be shown for taking that 
freedom away. Almost every per¬ 
son in the Australian Government 
would agree that it is not enough 
to say "we have the power to take 
this freedom away"; there must al- 
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LAWS WERE EXACTLY WHAT THE 
PITCAIRNERS WANTED. 

Returning to the first historical 
right mentioned by Sir John Nimmo, 
there is no need to argue whether 
Queen Victoria gave the Pitcairners 
a right to live in Norfolk Island. It 
is enough to say that by formal and 
official orders the people of Pitcairn 
were carried by a British ship to Nor¬ 
folk Island, and re-settled there. 

This is unshakably recorded in history. 

Under what terms and conditions 
were they given the right to live in 
Norfolk Island? This is the remaining 
question. 

Sir John Nimmo, like inquirers be¬ 
fore him, goes to pains to prove that 
Norfolk Island was not "ceded” to the 
Pitcairners. 

The word "ceded" has exact legal 


meanings, and it may be provable 
that Norfolk Island was not “ceded" to 
the Pitcairners. 

But the claim, as Sir John Nimmo 
states on page 84 of his Report, is that 
they were given a historical right that 
Norfolk Island should "belong to” them. 
It is clear that they were given the 
right to use Norfolk Island as if it were 
theirs; to have it be their own home¬ 
land, to use and govern as they them¬ 
selves saw best; to have it not "belong" 
to others, unless they chose to sell 
some of their own private landholdings 
to others. 

In the 160-page Summing-Up 
Address of the Counsel Assisting the 
Royal Commission (Cedric Hampson, 

Q. C.) it is stated as follows; 

"We submit that this is the most 
important right of the people of Pit¬ 
cairn descent. It is submitted that 


A “RIGHT”? 


so be just cause for doing so. This 
is not because human beings have 
eternal rights. It is because the Aust¬ 
ralian Government is a democracy 
in which such rights are wanted to 
be upheld and protected. 

On Pitcairn's Island the descen¬ 
dants of the "Bounty" mutineers 
enjoyed from birth the freedom to 
govern themselves, and to use the 
land of the Island as they agreed 
among themselves it should be used. 

Did they "own" Pitcairn’s? They 
probably did, as much as it had been 
"owned" by people of the distant past 
who had at one time occupied the Isl¬ 
and. Pitcairn's had been discovered 
by HMS "Swallow", and as it was col¬ 
onised by the mutineers (who were 
British) it was later presumed to be a 
British possession. From 1780 until 
1815, however, it was not even visit¬ 
ed by anyone from England. 

Pitcairn’s Island was never "ceded" 
to the Pitcairners, and they were never 
"formally granted" the right to govern 
themselves. 

The British Government, once it 
took an interest in the Island, could 
have seen no need for "granting" a 
right that was freely exercised for 76. 
years. And it could not have seen any 
sense in "ceding" the Island, because 
the Pitcairners wanted to have their 
Island be a British possession. 

▲ 

In 1856, the Pitcairners were moved 
to Norfolk, which was turned oyer to 


them as an island where they could 
continue living the kind of life they 
had on Pitcairn's. A Governor was 
appointed. The British Government 
instructed him that he was to be re¬ 
sponsible for the Island as a British 
possession, but that his authority was 
limited to preserving and maintain¬ 
ing the kind of laws by which the 
people had governed themselves for 
76 years on Pitcairn's. 

Norfolk may never have been 
"ceded" to the Pitcairners, because 
everyone wished the Island to con¬ 
tinue to be a British possession. The 
Pitcairners may never have been 
"formally granted" the right to gov¬ 
ern themselves because the British 
Government could have seen no need 
for "granting" a right that had been 
freely exercised for generations. 

Even then, 120 years ago, almost 
every person in the British Govern¬ 
ment would have agreed that no one 
should be deprived of a freedom that 
he or she enjoyed unless fair cause 
could be shown for taking that free¬ 
dom away. 

The freedom of the Pitcairners 
to govern themselves was preserved 
and maintained so long as the Brit¬ 
ish Government had authority over 
the Island. In 1895 it was agreed in 
principle that the British Government 
would hand its authority over to the 
Government of New South Wales. 

In 1896 the new Government showed 
that it did not agree with the British 


what the Imperial Government offer¬ 
ed to the inhabitants of Pitcairn was 
the right to live upon Norfolk Island., 
Many people gave evidence of their 
belief that the Queen has given Nor¬ 
folk Island to the Pitcairners. Their 
ancestors had this same belief. From 
this belief they deduced rights of 
ownership, self-government and so 
on. In our submission the Queen 
gave them Norfolk Island in the 
sense that they were given die right 
to live there. We submit that the 
evidence discloses a histori cal right 
of the Pitcairners to live on Norfolk 
Island. M 

Yet Sir John Nimmo states that 
no evidence was introduced which 
"could in any way support these 
claims... claims unsupported by any 
legal authority..." (Page 85 of the 
Report.) 


Government's preservation of the 
Pitcairners' freedom - or right, if 
you like - to govern themselves, 
imposing a new set of laws despite 
the strongest protests from the Pit¬ 
cairners' elected representatives. 

If it has the power to do so, a 
Government can take away rights 
whether just cause is shown for do¬ 
ing so, or not. Rights are not eter¬ 
nal; they reflect the philosophies of 
an era, and more particularly the 
philosophies of the Government of 
the day. 

The Royal Commission into Mat¬ 
ters Relating to Norfolk Island, start¬ 
ed in May 1975, has been by far the 
most detailed and costly investiga¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island history ever 
conducted. The Commissioner was 
Instructed, in making his inquiry, 
and recommendations, to take into 
account "die historical rights of the 
descendants of the Pitcairn settlers, 
arising from their settlement in 1856. 

The Royal Commission could have 
been a landmark in settling the genera- 
tions-old question of what the Pitcairn¬ 
ers' rights really were, and are now. 

But the Commissioner's Report fails 
to settle the question. It only con¬ 
tinues an old argument in which the 
two sides are arguing about different 
things. The Commissioner does not 
make clear what he understands a 
"right" to be. He simply uses the 
word as if everyone knew what it 
meant. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside th-e swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY Housie; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY Sou th Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to "Toofey”; FRIDAY " Disco 
Night"; SATURDAY a c andleli ght dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 
THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 




9 

Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 







N>rfol 

Diar 



THE THREE-SHELL GAME varies a 
bit from one carnival to another. 
Sometimes it’s three walnut shells, 
with a pea hidden under one of 
them. Sometimes it’s three egg 
cups, with a marble hidden. 

Suppose you see a friend, about 
to bet a few bob on the game. You 
say to him, laughing, "You're not 
going to play that old game, are 
you?” 

He says, quite seriously, "I reck¬ 
on it’s a good bet." So you laugh 
again, shrug your shoulders, and 
walk on. 

But suppose he is about to bet, 
not a few bob, but his car, or his 
house, or something else of very 
great value. What do you do then? 

You probably take his arm, and 
say "I don’t want to nose in where 
I’m not wanted, but before you 
make that bet. please step over 
here a minute, and let me tell you 
how that game is played. ’’ 

Norfolk Island is about to play 
the three-shell game, and is about 
to bet its way of life, its form of 
government in the future, and may¬ 
be its tourist industry. The people 
of the Island perhaps have the right 
to bet anything they like, in any 
way they like. 

But before the bet goes down, 
let’s have a talk about how the 
game is played, even though a 
number of other friends are saying 
"Go ahead, make the bet. ” 

The point of the game we are a- 
bout to play is to decide where the. 
best interests of the Island’s resi¬ 
dents lie. 

That's very difficult - not only 
on Norfolk Island, but in any place 
in the whole world. It's difficult 
because people never can agree 
1 OCft on anything; there are always 
differences of opinion. 

Several hundred years ago a new 
way of settling the differences be¬ 
gan to develop. The idea was, 
let everyone vote. Let each one 
say what he or she thinks is best. 
Then count the votes, and do what 


the greatest number of the people 
think would be best. 

And now we come to the three 
shell game. Here is how it works. 

The Island is at a time of change. 
We can't stay just as we have been. 
In changing io a different kind of 
government, we will have to move 
in one of two directions: either to¬ 
ward more control of Island affairs 
by Australia, or toward more con¬ 
trol of island affairs by the people 
who live here. 

The Nimmo Report proposes that 
the Norfolk Council should be giv¬ 
en some additional powers - mostly 
over roads and other matters that 
in fact have been decided locally 
for a long time. It proposes that al¬ 
most all really important decisions 
on Norfolk Island affairs should be 
made by people in Canberra, who 
would be assigned powers that they 
do not actively exercise now. On 
balance, the Report proposes a kind 
of political development for Norfolk 
that would move as far as is realist¬ 
ically possible in the direction of 
control of Island affairs by Australia 
and as far as is realistically possible 
away from control of Island affairs 
by the people who live here. 

Is that the right direction for the 
Island to move? There are differ¬ 
ences of opinion among residents. 
How should these differences of o- 
pinion be resolved? 

Watch closely, while the pea 
slips from one shell to another. 

Sir John Nimmo says that we 
should not have a vote, and count 
the votes, and do what the great¬ 
est number think would be best-- 
he says that someone else will 
have to make the decision for us. 

The pea moves so unexpectedly 
over under another shell that some 
who weren’t watching closely may 
have missed it. Let's go through 
it again, this time in slow motion. 

How should a difference of o- 
pinion on Norfolk Island, concern¬ 
ing the direction of the Island's 
future government, be resolved? 


On Pitcairn's, long ago, they had 
a way of deciding: there was a 
public meeting, and the meeting 
decided. Everyone voted - even 
the women, as early as 1838. 

Australia agrees with the United 
Nations principle th?t die people 
of a non-self-governing territory 
should have the right to determine 
for themselves their direction of 
political development. This is 
determined by having a vote of 
the electors, and the majority 
decision prevails. 

Now watch closely while die 
pea moves from one place to anoth¬ 
er. Watch - here it goes; 

"The divisiveness (on Norfolk) 
left one with a strong feeling that 
the most urgent need for this small 
community is the early determina¬ 
tion for it of a lucid set of pro¬ 
gressive policies for the long¬ 
term common good." That is Sir 
John Nimmo speaking. 

Urgent need... small communi¬ 
ty. .. lucid set of progressive pol¬ 
icies. . .long-term common good. 
What's wrong with that? That all 
makes sense. 

. . for it, .. "That's what's wrong. 
That's where the pea hops across. 

Lest anyone think it was accidental, 
study the meaning of a remark we un¬ 
derstand the Prime Minister made in a 
recent broadcast, in which he mused 
that the people of Norfolk Island still 
don’t know what they want. 

That’s not true. The people do know 
what they want. The Prime Mini¬ 
ster doesn't know what they want; 
neither does Sir John Nimmo. And, 
to cover things from top to bottom, 
neither does the editor of the Nor¬ 
folk Island News know what they 
want. But the people know, and 
will say very smartly. Give them 
a fair, simple question • one that 
the Norfolk Island Council says is 
fair, not one thought up in the De¬ 
partment - and let each resident 
go into the privacy of a polling 
booth, and anyone can then see 
what they want. You just add up 
the numbers. The answer is abso¬ 
lutely clear. 

□ Does the Prime Minister want to 
know what the people of Norfolk 
Island believe would be the best 
direction for their government to 
move in the future? If he does, he 
should simply ask his Minister for 
Administrative Services to call for 
a Referendum, on a question that 
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OUTSTANDING HONOUR FROM OUTSTANDING BRITISH MAGAZINE 


Practical Photography 


Camera of the fear 



The camera 


is truly a camera that sets you 
free to create the picture. 


OLYMPUS have scored a 
resounding hat-trick by again 
winning Practical 
Photography's Camera of the 
Year. 

The first two times they 
trounced a powerful opposition 
with the amazing Olympus 
OM-1 — now they have won 
again with the more 
sophisticated sister model, the 
automatic OM-2. 

And the OM-2, which was 
just one in a field of 28 eligible 
cameras, received over 20 per 
cent of all the votes cast — an 
even higher percentage than 
the OM-1 secured in previous 
years (13 per cent in 1975 and 
15 per cent in 1976). 

This proves that PP readers, 
who can be described as 
representing the average keen 
British amateur, are more than 
ever convinced of tha 
superiority of Olympus 
technology, based es it is on 
the "smaller, lighter, quieter" 
philosophy. 

Just how much the 
popularity of the Olympus, as 
measured by PP Camera of the 
Year polls, has affected the 
market generally, has been 
demonstrated by a pronounced 
shift toward more compact 
35mm SLR cameras. Such 
well-established manufacturers 
as Canon and Asahi Pentax, for 
example, have now bowed to 
the inevitable winds of change 
and are themselves bringing 
out lighter, smaller and more 
streamlined units. In some 
cases they are even beginning 
to leave the one that started it 
all — the OM-1 — noticeably 
bigger I 


As one voter, Brian 
Cocksedge of Lincoln, so aptly 
described the OM-2 "Olympus 
have inserted a large brain in 
the small body of the OM-1". 

Well, of course, it is the 
particular aperture preferred 
automatic metering system of 
the OM-2 that makes it stand 
head and shoulders above the 
competition, if nothing else. For 
a start, it is about 32 times as 
sensitive as the average TTL 
CdS meter. It takes a reading 
from the light reaching the focal 
plane during, and not before the 
exposure. It does this by a 
silicon photocell reading of a 
computer-analysed pattern of 
tiny black and white squares in 
front of the shutter blind. In 
normal light situations, the 
reading is centre-weighted, but 
when the light gets poor, it 
averages out. On long 
exposures it will simply close 
the shutter when it thinks 
enough light has reached the 
film, even if the light changes in 
strength during the exposure. It 


And it shares the full 
specification of the OM-1 —. 
bayonet mount; speeds from 1 
second to 1/1000 sec; film 
speed setting from ASA 
12-1600; an extra big, bright 
viewfinder that gives you 97 per 
cent of the actual picture field; a 
self timer; a depth of field 
preview button; and a total 
weight of just 690 grammes 
with an f/1.8 lens. 

Behind the camera is the 
comprehensive and lightweight 
Olympus system with a full 
range of lenses, including such 
niceties as a motordrive 
capable of giving you five 
frames a second, and recordata 
backs. 

There is just one thing the 
OM-2 hasn't got, which the 
OM-1 has — and that's a 
mirror-lock capability. If you ask 
Olympus why, they will tell you 
that the shutter is so smooth on 
the OM-2, they decided it wasn't 
necessary! 


CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 




Council agrees is a fair one; and 
until it is completed, he should 
see that not a single further change 
is made In the laws that apply to 
the Island. 

QOr could it be that the Prime Min¬ 
ister thinks it is unimportant, or per¬ 
haps irrelevant, what the people of 
Norfolk Island think would be best? 

□ Or could it be that the Prime Min¬ 
ister would actually prefer that no 
one discovers what die people of 
Norfolk Island believe would be 
best? 


Plan "T" * the end of 
self-governsent on Nl 

THE GREATEST THREAT to demo¬ 
cracy on Norfolk Island at this mo¬ 
ment is "Plan 'T'". 

That is not the official name for 
the plan. It^robably does not ev¬ 
en have an official name, although 
it should have one. Scarcely any¬ 
one on the Island is aware of it, 
although it would be well under¬ 
stood in Canberra. 

Plan "T" can be put into effect 
by Australia without adding even 
one word to existing laws, and 
without the consent of the people 
of the Island or even prior discus¬ 
sion with anyone on the Island. 

It would make all of die main 
recommendations of the Nimmo 
Report mandatory, with a single 
stroke of a pen. 

"T" can be taken to stand for 
"tax" or for "Treasury", but what 
it really stands for is "take-over". 

Plan “T" Is put into effect by in¬ 
cluding Norfolk in the Australian 
income tax system. This can be 
done simply by deleting the two 
words "Norfolk Island" from the 
existing tax law, in a paragraph 
stating which Territories are to be 
given certain Territory treatment 
under the law. No special bill 
would be needed to be drafted -- 
the deletion could quickly be tack¬ 
ed onto a tax ammendment bill 
that was going through for other 
reasons. 

And from that instant, the direct¬ 
ion of Norfolk's political develop¬ 
ment would be completely deter¬ 
mined, without the Island’s con¬ 
sent. 

Is tax that important? Of course 
it isn’t. Most residents who gave 
evidence to the Royal Commission 
made it clear that they had no ob¬ 
jection to paying taxes - provided 


they were paid to a Norfolk sys¬ 
tem, rather than the Common¬ 
wealth system. 

But tax puts Plan "T" fully into 
action. 

If we are taxed by Australia, we 
must be given Australian social 
service benefits. 

We must also be given some sort 
of representation in Parliament, 
because taxation demands repre¬ 
sentation. 

And if we are represented in the 
Parliament, clearly all the laws 
made by that Parliament must ap¬ 
ply to us, unless specifically sta¬ 
ted not to apply. 

And if we are subject to all Aus¬ 
tralian laws, we obviously must 
accept all of Australia's massive 
regulations concerning wages, 
hours, safety codes, inspections, 
returns, reports, permits, quotas, 
clearances, compensation, ILO 
conventions, arbitration, and all 
the other hundreds of means by 
which Australia finds it necessary 
to monitor and control the con¬ 
duct of its citizenry. 

All of that would follow the in¬ 
clusion of Norfolk in the existing 
Australian tax act, as certainly 
as night must follow day. 

Australia has already put two of 
the Nimmo recommendations into 
effect without any consultation 
with the Norfolk Island Council. 
The Island was simply informed, 
afterward, that the decision had 
been made. Including Norfolk in 
the mainland tax system could be 
done with less discussion than the 
other two decisions required. And 
Australia might possibly point out 
that tax was only one Nimmo rec¬ 
ommendation that there are 70 
other Nimmo recommendations on 
which no formal decision has been 
made. 

It would be unthinkable to make 
such a statement, though,because 
expert administrators in Canberra 
would know, just as clearly as we 
would know,that Plan "T" had been 
put into effect, and that Norfolk 
Island was finished as a place with 
its own distinctive form of govern¬ 
ment. Without our consent. With¬ 
out our even having elected repre¬ 
sentation in the Parliament that 
approved the action. 

We are hanging by the slender 
thread of two little words in the tax 
act. Delete them, and a 120-year 
chapter of history, in which the 
self-governing rights of the Pitcairn 
settlers were undermined and tak¬ 
en away, will at long last come to 
its final, tawdry full stop. 


Sone sound people see 
good In the Nlnuo plan 

THIS IS THE third month in which 
The News has been heavily domi¬ 
nated by coverage of the most im - 
portant question that Island residents 
have faced in generations - the fu¬ 
ture course of Norfolk's government, 
and the Royal Commission report on 
that subject. 

The December issue expressed a 
number of serious concerns about 
the Nimmo Report, but tried to pre¬ 
sent die Report's main recommend¬ 
ations squarely, related comments 
pro and con at the public meeting, 
and Included articles on various fa¬ 
cets of the Report. 

In January The News led off with 
an editorial asking whether Australia 
really wanted Norfolk to give up its 
way of life - badly enough to under¬ 
mine our tourist industry. There 
was a long “Norfolk Diary" telling 
of the developments during the pre- 
ceeding month, which ended on the 
encouraging note that the Admini¬ 
strator had fully supported Council's 
request for adequate time to pro¬ 
pose alternatives to the Nimmo rec¬ 
ommendations. Council Transcript 
had position statements from all the 
Councillors, each of whom felt the 
Report would damage Norfolk seri¬ 
ously unless it were substantially 
modified. 

(The request for adequate time, 
incidentally, was rejected. This was 
a shock to Council. It may also have 
been the new Administrator's first 
personal experience of finding that 
something that seems entirely reas¬ 
onable on Norfolk can be rejected 
out of hand in Canberra. It was a 
clear object lesson in who wields the 
stick.) 

During January we began wonder¬ 
ing if The News's coverage was ov¬ 
erlooking the other side of the ques¬ 
tion, and set out to find out what 
was in the minds of peopje who sup¬ 
port the idea of integrating Norfolk 
into Australia. 

We had long talks with a number 
of people we like and respect who 
can see good in the Report. That is 
reassuring because if the Island is 
permitted to have a Referendum, as 
it certainly should be, there should 
be Informed and hard debate before 
people go to the poll. No one should 
vote out of habit, or personal friend¬ 
ship, or momentary inclination. Every 
resident should look at both sides. 

(please turn to the next page) 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / February 1977 


11 



Some who say they are pro-Nimmo 
have an eye on the good range of 
social benefits that the Australian 
system provides. Their attitude is 
very human and direct: if there are 
some valuable benefits available, 
let's have them. People of this 
mind appear, on the whole, to be 
people who would pay little or no 
tax under Australia's system. 

That view may have been the ba¬ 
sis for a petition that was promoted 
during January. It supported the 
Nimmo Report "in principle" but 
it may unintentionally have done 
great damage to the pro-Nimmo 
cause. The Report involves a pack¬ 
age that includes income tax, 
death duties, social benefits, all 
Australian laws, and putting the 
Island into the Canberra elector¬ 
ate. These are inseparable: if you 
get one, the others go with it. The 
petition made no specific mention 
of anything but social benefits - 
and even with that attractive bias, 
we understand that fewer than 200 
residents were willing to sign. 

Another line of thought expres¬ 
sed by people who lean toward the 
Report is that the "Norfolk way of 
life” has suffered such a lot of de¬ 
terioration. especially in the past 
15 years or so, that there isn’t much 
worth hanging onto any more. The 
extreme of this viewpoint, held by 


some, is that living on Norfolk is 
no different from living anywhere 
else. 

The most thoughtful and analyt¬ 
ical pro-Nimmo view we've heard 
is one that has to be given serious 
attention. It says that the Island's 
need for health, education and 
social benefit spending is probably 
going to go on increasing, and 
that new sources of revenue will 
have to be found to cover these 
needs. The Nimmo Report (says 
this view) offers a concrete solu¬ 
tion to the problem: pay Austra¬ 
lian taxes at the going rate, and 
draw from Australia’s vast gener¬ 
al funds to finance the costs. If 
there is an alternative way of fi¬ 
nancing these costs, it's hard to 
see what it is at the moment. If 
there is no other sound way to fi¬ 
nance them, let's don't let the 
Nimmo plan slip past us. 

That viewpoint also says that 
Norfolk has shown it can adapt 
to great changes, and will prob¬ 
ably be able to adapt quite well to 
the changes that would be involved 
if the Nimmo Report is implemen¬ 
ted. 

That viewpoint has to be weighed 
and the questions it implies have 
to be answered. Norfolk can't go 
back to a tough life where the weak 
fell by the wayside. The Island has 


social obligations to less fortunate 
people, to the younger generation 
and to ordinary citizens. Those who 
favour a separate Island tax-and- 
benefits system will need to devel¬ 
op extremely sound and believable 
plans for meeting these obligations., 
not just for the" moment but on a 
continuing basis, taking into account 
the fact that inflation will no doubt 
rage on and that everything from 
teachers' salaries to the cost of hos¬ 
pital supplies will be higher every 
year. 

Which ship to join? 

No one in the world knows what 
will actually ensue if Norfolk is in¬ 
tegrated into Australia --or what 
will actually ensue if Norfolk takes 
on considerably more responsibility 
for its own well-being. It will in¬ 
volve a voyage into the unknown, 
either way, and The News’s edito¬ 
rial position today is that the course 
for that voyage can only be set by 
the majority vote of -the Island's 
residents. We arp convinced that it 
would be wrong for anyone, whether 
he used force, or was just a smooth 
talker, or was "acting in our own best 
interest" to impress us into service on 
any ship that most of us did not really 
want to join. 
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(Norfolk Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WOR 

OMEGA watches 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 


TISSOT watches | 

LAN CO watches j 

/J ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 2 

WRQUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF « 

Royal Doulton figurines 1 

Lladro and Dresden figurines J 

Hummel and Royal Copenhagen | 

The Danish Flora Danica jewellery | 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

SHOP AT 


R 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue yon will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phon# 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 1.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat.. service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and ft. 30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; Open from 8. 00am 
to 11.30am and again from 12.15 
to 4.00pm Monday through Thurs¬ 
day; on Friday. 9. 00am to 12.30 
.and from 1.15 to 5. 00pm 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS: Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
■Eri; 9am -2.30pm Sat; 9am -2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

L1HLARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
i0-12 and 12.46-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30. and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; The Milk 
Bar 7.30am-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- 
7pm Suit; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

tourist BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

QANTAS - AIR NZ : Burnt Pine Office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 



COME TO THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND 
FILM EVENING 

THREE COLOUR MOVIES 

AT THE CASCADE ROAD HALL 
(below the Methodist Church) 


“NATURAL HISTORY” 

Flora A Fauna Conservation 

“PEOPLE AND THEIR HERITAGE” 
Norfolk Islanders telling their own History. 

“MIRACLE OF PITCAIRN’' 

A MUST FOR ALL VISITORS TO THE ISLAND. 

HALL SEATS 13S PEOPLE. 

THIS PROGRAM IS EXCLUSIVE TO THE ABOVE HALL 
AM) 6 SHORN EARLY IN THE REEK. 

Information and tickets at. 

HIBISCUS RADIO 

PHONE: 2258 

NORFOLK ISLAND IS UNIQUE 
THE BIGGEST SMALL ISLAND IN THE WORLD. 











qy COrituon 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


e are a few of the many things to si 


n the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


EELS POINT 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


POINT ROSS 1 

EMILY BAY X 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

""TRADING POST 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

nDCM 7 nAVC 7 Oft +/* Q ««, ( Exc< ?pt Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UlLN I UATw I #0U am TO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm—sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties... mainland newspapers... tinopeners...candles... first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 
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People who wear an Omega know why. 



MILTONS 


Norfolk's Complete Duty-Free Centre 



Ik’lfcl 




Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces alltracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





The Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

TU E 

WED 



^ Rise 5.47 Set 7.15 

2 Rise 5.48 Set 7.14 


% 

•Film, sm’b'd(VV) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

g Rise 5.51 Set 7.12 

Rise 5.52 Set 7.11 

gRise 5.52 Set7.il 

g Rise 5.53 Set 7.10 

• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•FUm(Nlk) 

•Sm’b’d(SP) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•C'm’dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

• Council meeting 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

• Film(Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 

g Rise 5.56 Set 7.07 

^^^5.57 Set 7.06 

^ |g Rise 5.58 Set 7. 05 

g Rise 5.59 s « 7 -04 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 

•Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd (SP) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

• C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

20^ 6 02 Set7 ’ 00 

2^ Mse S. 03 Set 6.59 

^ 6,03oet 6 ’ 58 

2g 6.04Set 6.5’ 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b’d(8P) 

• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts (RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 

•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

2^p . m * 6 -° 7 set6 - 53 

2Q Rise 6.08 Set 6.52 

•"HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN FEBRUARY*" 

• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

Feb.2,1790. Norfolk population 149 

Feb. 6,1808, Capt. Folger discovers Pitcairn Settlement 
Teb. 14,1788 "Supply "leaves for Norfolk Island 

Feb.23,1814 First Settlement Abandoned. Buildings 
demolished about this time. 



CALENDAR Februa,v 1977 


THU 

FRI 

SAT 

g Rise 5.49 Set 7.14 

^ Rise 5.49 Set 7.13 

g Rise 5.50 set 7.13 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•SDA service 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Open night(Pds) 

•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Rotary (Nlk6. 3 Op) 



10 


Rise 5.54 


Set 7.09 


11 


Rise 5.55 


Set 7.08 


12 * 


Set 7.08 


•Housie(LC) 
•BRQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 


•Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 


•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 



*| ^Rise 6.00 Set 7.03 

jg Rise 6.00 Set 7.02 

1 6,01 ^ 7,01 

•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open ni^it(Pds) 


• SDA service 

• Housie (RS L8. OOp) 


24- 


25 


Rise 6.05 Set 6.55 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary (Nlk6. 30p) 


26 


.Rise 6.06 Set 6.54 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



key 

Rise - Sunrise 
set - Sunset 
a - a.m. 
p -p.m. 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 

Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP • Bicentennial Park 

BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G . - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL - R. S. L. Club 

Scl - N.I. School 

SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP - South Pacific 

StB - St. Barpabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 


NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 

RADIO Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Light Music/Pop 

8.30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10. 30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 The Patamor Sound 

12. 05 BBC Sports Mag. 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour¬ 
ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 
8.00 Feature artist- 

Louis Armstrong 


8.30 Bruce's Beat 
9.00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 How the West was sung 
10.05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12. 05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N. I. Council 
Meeting 

6.00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Drama 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S. D. A. program 


4-6.30 Shut Down 
6. 30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs.- in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 
10.05 The "Who" Story 

(pop music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits from 
Germany/Netherlands 
12. 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Evening of Fine 
Mu|ic, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief, PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 
11.00 Top Of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 
1.00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 

6. 05 Simon & G'f'nkle 

6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy's Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 

8. 00 Drama 

9.00 Variety Show 
10.00 Close 
SUNDAY 

3.00 For your entertainment 
7.08 Evening Prog, in¬ 
cludes Children's 
Story, Music Mag., 
Feature, Drama, 
Classical Music 


QANTAS AIRLINES 
Tues l;Wed2; Th 3; Fri 4; 
Sat 5;Sun fcMon 7; Wed 9; 
FrilljSat 12;Sun 13; M 14 
Wed 16;Fri 18; Sat 19; 

Sun 20;Wed 23;Fri 25; 

Sat 26;Sun 27. 

Sunday an. 3.15. dep. 4.15 
All other days arr. 12.45, 
dep. 1.45 


AUCKLAND 


Wed 2;Ffi 4;Sat5;Sun 6; 
Mon 7; Wed 9; Sat 12;Sunl3 
Mon 14;Wed 16;Fri 18; 

Sat 19;Sun 20;Mon 21; 

Wed 23;Fri 25;Sat 26; 

Sun 27;Mon 28 

All arr. 10.30, dep. 12.15 




elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND P A1 NT IN GS. . . W EA VIN GS. . . LO VE L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OP THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 
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PRESENTS A RANGE OF "ZODIAC" SOUND SYSTEMS 



NOW AVAILABLE 

GEMINI 2 

MERCURY 

LIBRA 

VENUS 

full range of cassette 
decks & other components 


HI-FI professionals all know Sony's superb quality components 


Now you don't need a degree In electronics to choose the Ideal 
music system - Sony's experts have done It for you. 

You get Sony matched audio excellence 

blended with decorator elegance 


HEAR OUR NEW CARBICON SPEAKERS DEMONSTRATED AT SONY HI-FI SHOWROOM 

“ITS A SONY” COVERED BY INTERNATIONAL WARRANTY 
DISTRIBUTED ON NORFOLK ISLAND BY HIBISCUS RADIO SERVICE 







COMPAGNtE OES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


S.A. AU CAPITAL DE 37,8 90,000 C.F.P. 


THE FOLLOWING SHIPPING SERVICES 
ARE NOW BEING OPERATED BY C.C.C. 
FROM SYDNEY AND AUCKLAND 


FROM SYDNEY 

FOLLOWING THE RECOMMISSIONING OF THE VESSEL 
M.V. ILE DE LUMIERE EARLY IN FEBRUARY, C.C.C. 
WILL BE OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE FROM 
SYDNEY - LORD HOWE - NORFOLK ISLAND - PORT 
VILA - SANTO - SYDNEY 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY 


HETHERINGTON KINGSBURY PTY. LTD. 
37 PITT STREET TELEPHONE 27.1671 


FROM NEW ZEALAND 

C.C.C. WILL BE OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE 
FROM AUCKLAND AND TAURANGA WITH THE M.V. 
CAPITAINE COOK. 

THE VESSEL CAPITAINE COOK IS EXPECTED TO 
RESUME THE NORFOLK I SLA Nt) SERVICE FOLLOWING 
THE CURRENT SAILING OF THE M.V. AIDAN. 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND 42 CUSTOMS STREET TELEPHONE 7327 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


TELEPHONE 2131 (KEN) 


2018 (GEOFF) 


BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN 'Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Proud's :“Omega watches". 
Cameralines; "The Olympus OM-8 
SLk camera, at our low price, is an 
outstanding example of value." 
Miltons; "Vivitar Point-n-shoot 
pocket cameras with built-in flash, 
from $36. 95; and the Topcon IC-1 
electronic automatic SLR camera, 
with a full range of interchangeable 
lenses also available, for $145. ” 

The Norfolk Trader; "The Braun 
Synchron-plus electric shaver for 
only $31.50 - almost 40^; less than 
recommended Aust. list price." 

The Trading Post; "We have same- 


day mainland newspapers five eve¬ 
nings a week, planes permitting. ” 
International Duty-Free: "Olympic 
fishing tackle, and inflatable boats, 
pools and wigwams from Italy." 
Hibiscus Radio Service; "A large 
shipment of Sony, including new 
models, is now available on Norfolk 
at attractive pre-devaluation prices. 
Also, our weekly night of N.I. films 
not shown anywhere else can increase 
your enjoyment of your whole holi¬ 
day for only $1.50." 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. “ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 
Kamak Trading : "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75. " 


ACROSS 

I. Hereafter at Kingston? 

8. Vine 

9. Top 

10. Instead 

II. Legal stay to 
proceedings 

12. Exclamation 

13. Atlantic trdaty group 

14. State of America 
17. Clerical vestment 

19. Guard 


20. Ledge 

22. Cure 

23. Vegetables 

24. Help 

25. Vacant 

26. Blokes 

DOWN 

1. Pitcairn dish 

2. Steer clear of 

3. Cereal 

4. Notion 


5. Nourishing 

6. Praises 

7. All but abandoned 
by N.I. convicts 

13. Island name 

15. Programme • 

16. Short name for 
Harold 

18. Ship that 
began it all 

20. Thrust 

21. Call 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of 1 sets 
DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 
Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 

PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't... ” on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points: 

• When the weather has been dry for 
a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past the reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef. 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet”. If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 


SEND THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY ABROAD 
AIRMAIL (including interesting 
Norfolk Island stamps as postage.) 
AUSTRALIA only $10 a year 
N. Z. $A16 a year/U. K. $A24 



w HANNER’S 
'ORNER flats 


P. O. Box 236, Norfolk Island 

(Ideally situated - easy walk to the 
•'centre of town - convenient if you 
don't wish to hire a car. 


Natural pine surroundings. Fully 
equipped, with all modern conve¬ 
niences, including linen. 

$16 a night for two, extra persons 
$5 night Apply your Travel Agent. 
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late in the day Wed 
-Thurs-frl-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 



Point'll Shoot.' 
Onlyby Vivitai. 


0 _ From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
FROM $35. 8 mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point'n Shoot camera. 


MILTONS N du^frIe C <^ntre E 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AB 


; A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 


O (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 


for 






& 






*° V 


jr 




ve" 




Inspection 

kV -IV 


0 °" 


o* 




Welcomed! 
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Changing the world's 
standara of accuracy. 

The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Dav/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. SSL 


SEIKO: 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






S Im mM FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

OUNCIL J RANSCRIPT :~=r 


COUNCIL'S CONCERN about the 
possible harmful effects of the Roy¬ 
al Commission recommendations 
was conveyed to the Minister re¬ 
sponsible for Norfolk, Sen. Withers, 
in mid-December. 

The documents handed to the Min¬ 
ister included President of Commit¬ 
tees Bill Blucher's earlier adress tel¬ 
ling how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions would ruin the Island's way 
of life. That address had been en¬ 
dorsed by Council vote, with all 
in favour except one who abstained. 

Also included was a request that 
the Minister personally read Cr. 
Blucher's address if he should agree 
that there was grave danger that the 
Island might be seriously damaged. 

At a subsequent December meet¬ 
ing, Council asked the Minister if 
the February 17th deadline for com¬ 
ment on the Nimmo Report could 
be removed - with the Administra¬ 
tor keeping the Minister assured 
that Council was seriously working 
on its reply. This request for ade¬ 
quate time to develop a better set 
of plans for Norfolk's future was 
fully supported by the Administra¬ 
tor, who cabled separately, endor¬ 
sing the Council's request. 

The Minister’s reply on these im¬ 
portant matters was received early 
in January. His answer was a real 
blow to the Council. 

As to Council's belief that Nor¬ 
folk was endangered, Sen. With¬ 
ers said "I do not agree there is a 
grave danger that Norfolk Island 
may be seriously damaged. The 
Commonwealth Government will 
be directing its efforts to making 
decisions which will be in the best 
interests of residents of Norfolk 
Island and of Australia..." 

Council's request for adequate 
time to present a thoroughly thought- 
through reply was answered by the 
Department: "The Minister has ask¬ 
ed that you inform Council that he 
is reluctant to provide a further ex¬ 
tension of time. 

The Department also reported 
that the Inter-Departmental Com¬ 
mittee that is planning the Report's 
implementation would not visit the 
Island, as planned earlier. 

"The matter of a visit by officers 
of Taxation and Social Security with 
the objective of better informing 
residents concerning prospective en¬ 


titlements will be separately con¬ 
sidered, * the Department also re¬ 
ported. 

Here are excerpts from Council¬ 
lors’ reaction to the body-blow 
from Canberra; 

Cr. Blucher; “Sir, 1 am very sur¬ 
prised and rather shocked by the re¬ 
marks of the Minister. 

"I do appreciate the fact that the 
Minister has responded and has in 
fact replied to die questions that we 
have asked but what disappoints me 
is the fact that the Minister replied 
just before we meet which doesn’t 
give the Council much time to con¬ 
sider the implications of the state¬ 
ments that he has made in these 
memorandums." 

"...We do represent the people 
on the Island and we do consider 
that we have an obligation to the 
people of this Island, and I would 
hope that the Minister would be of 
the view that he also has an obli¬ 
gation to the people of this Island 
as well as Australia. 

"Nevertheless he has reponded 
and it now leaves Council with one 
option and that is to set to and 
place to the Minister - to the Gov¬ 
ernment - its views on those twelve 
key recommendations that he has 
asked for." 

Cr. Ryves: "...I'm very, very 
deeply shocked at the Minister's 
reply to Council. 

"I believe Council, in the short 
time that it's had, has endeavoured 
to try and educate the people in Can¬ 
berra as to what we on Norfolk Island - 
what our life style means to us - I 
think it's all been done with sincer¬ 
ity...“ 

Cr. McIntyre: "... I am at a loss 
to know why the Minister would say 
'I do not agree that there is a grave 
danger that Norfolk Island may be 
seriously damaged'. 

"Perhaps he only means that state¬ 
ment in the context of his following 
sentence that the Commonwealth 
Government will make sure that no 
damage ensues -- I don't know whe¬ 
ther he means that - - but taken on 
the surface the statement is proposed 
in the context of the Nimmo Report 
and this Council has declared that 
the implementation of certain recom¬ 


mendations of the Nimmo Report do 
offer a grave danger. 

'1 put it to the Minister that an ex¬ 
pert body --this Council --the most 
expert body on Norfolk Island that 
there is -- has told him that these 
propositions contain a grave danger. 

'1 hope that I'm not misconstruing 
the Minister's remarks there, but it 
doesn't make it easy to begin to talk 
sensibly and rationally or to feel that 
we as a Council are making progress 
in communicating our views, in the 
light'of such a bland assertion. " 

Cr. Bennett; "Sir, I too am astonish¬ 
ed and shocked again at the Minister's 
reply to our request. 

'It would appear that the decisions 
on the Report of the Royal Commission 
have been long made, and only ques¬ 
tions of how, by whom and when re¬ 
main unanswered. 

The 1. D. C. Committee has been 
formed and we note in the words of 
the Chairman of the l.D.C. that the 
I.D. C. should not become a mini- 
Commission." 

Cr. Smith: ”... I too am very shock¬ 
ed and disappointed in the Minister's 
reply. 

'It appears to me, Mr. Chairman, 
that the Minister has already made 
a decision - or the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment has already made a decision - 
regarding this Nimmo Report." 

Cr. McKenzie: "... I'm not shock¬ 
ed by the Minister's reply. I could 
see die writing on the wall a long 
time ago and I personally believe 
we're just wasting our time — I 
don’t think they're going to take 
the slightest bit of notice of what 
we say... ’’ 

Cr. McIntyre: . .1 therefore move 

that the Minister, Sen. Withers, be 
invited to visit the Island to discuss 
with Council the Mmmo Report prior 
to the deadline of 17th February and 
otherwise as soon as possible. 

'That's the motion. 

'In further support of the motion, 

Mr. Chairman, I stress that in moving 
it I have taken into account what I 
know are the many many other duties 
of the Minister, but this is the most 
important single issue in my time on 
Norfolk Island and I think that it 
warrants any amount of call on his 
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'The purpose is not, of course, to 
respond petulantly. We simply wish 
to present our case in our surround* 
ings where our case exists. Our case 
grows from our surroundings -- it 
doesn't grow out of Canberra. It can 
be put on paper but over here we're 
living and breathing it every day. 

"I believe that we should bring 
the Minister over. n 

Cr. Ryves: "... In seconding the 
motion, I believe that this is a very 
important step in dealing with the 
questions raised in the Nimmo Re¬ 
port. 

"I think the Minister - perhaps 
from reasons beyond his control, I 
don't know - has rejected the con¬ 
cept of the I.D. C. coming to Nor¬ 
folk Island to acquaint themselves 
of this deep local influence that 
Cr. McIntyre refers to. 

"1 believe, sir, that a lot of our 
propositions that are flowing to the 
Minister are being very very serious¬ 
ly filtered by the Department. This 
may be denied but I don’t see the 
possibi lity of a Minister with the 
broad responsibilities of Sen. Withers 
could possibly devote the amount of 
time we would like him to devote 
to this very important issue to Norr. 
folk Island. 

“I believe, sir. that if we're 
going to eliminate this filter, we're 
going to stop the Minister having 
just to rubber stamp propositions put 
forward to him by departmental offi¬ 
cers; that a visit to Norfolk Island - 
a re-visit - where he can confirm to 
this Council face-to face the type 
of promises that he did make to us 
in his last visit to the Island - and 
I recall that promise so clearly - 
'this Council will be given every 
opportunity to submit its recommen¬ 
dations' on die Nimmo Report and 
I can assure you gentlemen that my 
Government will not take any action 
without looking seriously at those 
Council recommendations.' 

"They may not be the exact words 
but that was the intent of them, sir, 
and I believe if we're going to re¬ 
activate this promise of the Minister 
we want him here to do so, and I 
support the motion." 



ONE OF THE WORRIES about the 
Nimmo Report is that Australian 
taxes and other costs will send the 
Island's cost of living shooting up¬ 
ward, and could undermine the Isl¬ 
and's only industry, tourism. 

In December, Cr. Ryves had ask¬ 
ed that Australia provide an inde¬ 


pendent economist to assess the de¬ 
gree of likely damage to tourism. 

The request was knocked back in 
Canberra. "Appointment of an inde¬ 
pendent economist is not justified 
and would delay consideration of 
the report," said the Department. 

Meanwhile a number of residents, 
deeply concerned that Council did 
not have access to professional eco¬ 
nomic assistance, had passed the 
hat and raised funds for Council's 
use. The announcement of their 
effort to raise funds had said "The 
economists would report directly to 
Council or a Committee of Coun¬ 
cil, and the people subscribing to 
the fund do not wish or expect to 
have any part in directing die work 
of the advisers." 

Council had expressed support for 
this effort in December, but the 
funds weren't in then. At Council 
meeting January 12th, the subject 
came up. There was a certain am¬ 
ount of confusion about the situa¬ 
tion - but the Administrator quickly 
took the initiative and effectively 
swept the whole idea into the waste¬ 
basket. 

The fund-raisers believed that any 
privately-organised economic data 
would be suspect, as being self- 
interested - and that only if Coun¬ 
cil hired the adviaers would the re¬ 
sulting information be regarded as 
having authoritative status. Here's 
what happened to the idea; 

Cr. Blucher; "... At the last Coun¬ 
cil meeting,... Council supported 
the move from members of the com¬ 
munity to appoint Mr. Shrapnel to 
advise this Council on an economic 
basis. 

"I don’t think Council at that time 
moved to physically appoint Mr. 
Shrapnel - I just want to know Coun¬ 
cil's thinking on this matter at this 
particular stage. 

",.. Council supported the com¬ 
munity backers and the people that 
went to the trouble to collect. 

They supported, I believe, the in¬ 
tent to appoint, but I don't believe - 
and 1 can’t recall - whether Coun¬ 
cil actually moved to appoint.” 
Chairman: "Excuse me, Cr. Blu¬ 
cher. It was certainly not intended, 
as I remember the discussion at the 
meeting, that Council appoint. 

Tt was said there were a group 
of people in the community who 
were not named --I remember seek¬ 
ing names at the time --but all you 
did I think was to give support to 
the move of certain people in the 
community to finance this. 

"There was some discussion about 
whether it should actually be Mr. 


Shrapnel or that the name be left 
open. I think in the long-run, it 
was decided that Shrapnel’s name 
be in. 

"But the Council Itself merely 
was giving support to this group of 
business people on Norfolk Island." 

Cr. McIntyre: "The motion that 
went through, Mr. Chairman, appears 
to be that Council gives its support to 
the efforts of members of the com¬ 
munity in funding a preliminary 
assessment of Norfolk Island by Phill¬ 
ip Shrapnel & Co., Independent 
economist, and that motion - des¬ 
pite an amendment - went through 
in that form as far as I recall. " 

Chairman: "In fact, if you did do 
that you would be going in a dia¬ 
metrically opposite direction to the 
Minister's answer to your question 
about the appointment of an econo¬ 
mist, as I recall. 

"After you got the answer from the 
Minister in response to your request 
for an independent economist, then 
there seems to have been the genera¬ 
tion of an idea in some sections of 
the community to appoint its own 
economist, and you sought to give 
support to that--that's my concept 


The subject lapsed there. Thus 
was Norfolk Island deprived of the 
chance to find out authoritatively 
what might happen to its only ind¬ 
ustry if the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions are implemented. 



AUSTRALIA HAS a lot of laws. 

Most of them do not apply to Nor¬ 
folk Island, and in the opinion of 
most members of Council in recent 
years, most of them aren't needed 
on die Island. But with increasing 
frequency they have been made to 
apply here regardless of Council's 
firm advice that they aren't wanted 
or needed. 

The latest is legislation on the 
registration of business names. The 
Ordinance had been reviewed by 
Council in draft form, and the 
vote at that time said "No, thanks, 
we don’t think it's good for Nor¬ 
folk. " But here is what happened on 
January 12th: 

Chairman. "T. The Governor- 
General in Council made the Busi¬ 
ness Names Ordinance 1976 No. 12 
of 1976 on 22nd November, 1976. 
Notification of the foregoing will 
appear in Norfolk Island Government 
Gazette No. 56 of 2nd December, 
1976. 

"'2. The Ordinance was made in 
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substantially the same torm as con¬ 
sidered by Council on 14th January, 
1976 and I attach a copy of the above- 
mentioned Ordinance. 

'"3. Council will recall that al¬ 
though the abovementioned Ordinance 
accords with the resolution of Council 
at its meeting on 14th January, 1976, 
at a meeting of Council on 21st July, 
1976 Council resolved that the pro¬ 
posed Business Names Ordinance not 
be introduced. 

'"4. I asked the Department of 
Administrative Services whether the 
resolution of Council on 21st July, 

1976 had been considered before the 
Executive Council decision was taken 
on 22nd November, 1976. In reply, 

I have been informed that the re¬ 
solution of 21st July, 1976 was con¬ 
sidered by the Minister and the Gov¬ 
ernor-General in Council, and, not¬ 
withstanding Council's advice of 21st 
July, 1976, it was considered desir¬ 
able to introduce the legislation both 
for the sake of uniformity and the ob¬ 
vious benefits to the community in¬ 
herent in such legislation.*' 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, I 
move that the Department and the 
Administration be asked to bring for¬ 
ward for the consideration of this 
Council in Committee at die same 


closed session every particular case 
of a known abuse to which this Ord¬ 
inance would be the answer. 

"The purpose of the motion Mr. 
Chairman is to back the basic pre¬ 
mise of this Council that the Ord¬ 
inance is unnecessary and has no 
contact - that it's simply being wish¬ 
ed on us from afar. 

"I don't however want to assert 
that in a vacuum. I think if every 
particular instance of an abuse to 
which the Ordinance might be aim¬ 
ed should be laid out for our con¬ 
sideration. 

"My personal belief is that there 
won't be any, and I'm not at all 
concerned With the theoretical con¬ 
sideration or beauties of any law 
or Ordinance, and the purpose of 
this Ordinance is merely to pin down 
the practical matters at which the 
Ordinance is aimed of which this 
Council may not be aware. h 

Cr. Blucher: Til second that mo¬ 
tion. 

"I, quite frankly cannot see, and 
1 stated this when Council did ask 
that the Business Names Ordinance 
not be introduced to Norfolk Island, 
the reason why Norfolk Island should 
be encumbered with a complicated 
Business Names Ordinance that, un¬ 


less I can be proven otherwise, does 
not relate very much to present day 
standards of development of com¬ 
merce on the Island or in fact iny 
other type of business.,, 

"We did ask that it not be in¬ 
troduced but, in a similar vein 
to the Probate Administration Ord¬ 
inance, we heard nothing back until 
it was actually implemented. ” 

Chairman: "I'm just picking up one 
of your points Cr. Blucher.' 

'I’ve not studied the merits or de¬ 
merits of this particular piece of 
legislation but it does seem to me 
that the point that you've made is a 
good one - - that if for any reason 
you wish to know - if one citizen 
wishes to know - who runs a business 
called X and Y in Burnt Pine -- whe¬ 
ther it is an individual or whether 
it's a company - -it may be there's 
a debt -- it may be that they wish 
to sue - - I presume that there should 
be, as I understand there to be on 
the mainland, a record of such busi¬ 
ness names, and that particular point 
to me anyhow would seem to have ar 
advantage to the community.,," 

Cr. McIntyre: "1 assumed, Mr. 
Chairman, that when they consid- 


NXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXV 

X RAIN X 

X AT 12.30 ON WEDNESDAYS AND SUNDAYS OR X 

X ONE OF NORFOLK’S HAPPIEST EVENTS GETS UNDERWAY... FINE'X 

^ Luncheon-'--Garrison Courtyard ^ 

X UNDER THE SPREADING AVOCADO TREE J V 

X X 

X COME JOIN US UNDER THE COLOURFUL CINZANO UMBRELLAS O 

X A ND ENJOY A THICK PRIME AGED NEW ZEA LAND STEAK, X 

X GRILLED OVER AN OPEN-AIR CHARCOAL FIRE -- HEAVEN’ 

X , £ k bowls of crisp tossed salad...hot, crusty French bread & butter X 



i's portions available 


G the . 

arrison 


\ > n^ ^g t y RF0LK ' S ,NTERNAT,0NALLY FAMOUS PROVINCIAL RESTAURANT ^ 
X IN THE EVENING: distinguished a la carte menuThurs. Fri and Sat.; please book-2073 ^ 

^XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXNXXXXX 
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ered this file they really had con¬ 
crete abuses in mind -- they didn't 
wish to load us with an Ordinance 
that had no relevance. 

"If they did, they need only say 
so. 

"If they had no concrete com¬ 
plaints, then they say that we have 
no knowledge of any complaints, 
or any abuses --we can't give you 
any chapters or verses --we think 
it's a lovely idea but just in theory." 

Chairman; "Well, what's been said 
so far is that the Governor-General 
in Council and the Minister have 
said-’...for the sake of uniformity 
and the obvious benefits to die 
community inherent in the legis¬ 
lation'. 

"That is their decision by way 
of a Government." 

Cr. McIntyre; "They know our deci¬ 
sion and we're Norfolk Island's repre¬ 
sentatives. 

"What I’m trying to do by this mo¬ 
tion is to clarify the grounds on which 
they made their decision and if abuses 
are known then these are proper mat¬ 
ters for our consideration. but once 
again - as Cr. Blucher said - there's 
been no communication and I don't 
want to go off half-cocked if they've 
got a dossier on the matter. On the 
other hand if they haven't, I think 
that we ought to know it. I don't 
want the Administration to go to any 
trouble. If the Administration have 
got a file with these things noted, 
that’s what we want to know -- if 
they don't have a file then that's 
what we want to know." 

Chairman; "But you do appreciate 
fhat a Government is there to gov¬ 
ern the country and it makes de¬ 
cisions on these sort of things pre¬ 
sumably with the best information 
it has available and that's been done 
in this case as indeed in lots of other 
cases. 

"Now you are asking the Govern¬ 
ment to justify itself." 

Cr. McIntyre; "Po you know some¬ 
thing we don't?" 

Chairman; "If you want me to put 
that question to the Government, 

I'll convey it. 1 don't know what 
answer you'll get. *' 

Cr. McIntyre: "I want to know, Mr. 
Chairman, if they have any examples 
of concrete abuses, and if they have¬ 
n't would they say so." 

Cr. Bennett; "Sit, I support the 
motion, as I had intended to move 
a motion to repeal die Ordinance 
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and certainly I would hold that back 
in favour of Cr. McIntyre's motion . 
to seek rhis information first. 

"Sir, if this is another instance 
of legislation foisted upon the 
people of Norfolk Island, against 
the wishes of the elected repre¬ 
sentatives - and further that legis¬ 
lation has obviously been hurried 
through the system for a reason and 
introduced for the sake, in the words 
of the Governor-General in Council 
and the Minister - 'for the sake of 
uniformity and obvious benefits to 
this community inherent in such 
legislation*. 

"I've been through this Ordinance 
several times, sir, and I'm blowed 
if 1 can see any benefits to this com¬ 
munity. The only benefits I can see 
are those benefits designed for .. 
to aid the Taxation Department. 

'In 21 days from now, as a result 
of this Ordinance - and I add that 
whilst it has been gazetted not a 
lot of information about the Ordin¬ 
ance and it s implications are known, 
and 1 further add that the Ordinance 
is not available for sale for anyone 
who might wish to purchase it to 
find out — ... a person or persons 
could be penalized $200 if a busi¬ 
ness name is not registered and in¬ 
cur further penalties thereafter if 
they are convicted. 

"The Ordinance also provides, 
amongst other things, that the busi¬ 
ness name should at all times be 
displayed in a conspicuous position 
on the outside of every place at 
which the business is carried on 
underttartname -- the penalty for 
tharis $100 if you do hot comply. 

"Sir, can you imagine how ridi¬ 
culous it would look to see the 
various tradesmen.should they be 
required to have their business 
names registered, running around 
with their not inconspicuous signs 
tacking them up here and there 
on the many job sites they may be 
working at. 

"Sir, this is Norfolk Island not 
Canberra or Sydney, and this is 17 
pages of legislation that we can 
well do without. 

1 would support the motion." 

Chairman: "Yes, well you support 
the motion. Meanwhile I remind 
you that it is the law." 


AUSTRALIA'S FAMILY LAW Act, 
which among other things had the 
good effect of "de-criminalising” 
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divorces, applies to Norfolk. It 
took effect at the beginning of 
1976, though Council didn't hear 
about it until some time later in 
the year. When they did hear ab¬ 
out it they found what seemed an 
error in drafting that confused the 
Island's position under the Act. 

Apparently Norfolk courts had 
been authorised to handle matri¬ 
monial causes under the Act, but 
this authority was then cancelled 
by other legislation. Council ask¬ 
ed for clarification, which arrived 
in time for the JanuaryT2th meet¬ 
ing. 

The clarification was a letter 
from the Attorney-General’s Depart¬ 
ment to the Department of Admin¬ 
istrative Services, which read in 
part: 

"I regret that consultation with 
your Department was overlooked 
when the proclamation phasing out 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court of Norfolk Island was being 
prepared. Even if it were desirable 
to do so, it is doubtful whether the 
effect of the Proclamation could 
be reversed... without an Act of 
Parliament..." 

Cr. McIntyre; "Mr. Chairman, I 
think that the matter is self-evident¬ 
ly wrong. 1 think that die idea that 
the people on Norfolk Island must go 
to Sydney to get justice means that 
justice is not being properly admin¬ 
istered. 

"I think that the Norfolk Island Su¬ 
preme Court, which has dealt with 
divorce from the time there has been 
divorce, with the appropriate quorum - 
I think that the need at anybody's ex¬ 
pense to bring over a separate Family 
Law Court to deal with the matters 
is just an unwarranted expense. Not 
only that but in all my legal train¬ 
ing I've never heard the argument 
that it would take an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment to correct an error and that 
therefore the error should subsist 
when it's an error of any size. 

"An Act of Parliament to amend 
an Act, to amend an error, to re¬ 
move an error, is the most logical 
step - the most proper use of an Act 
of Parliament. 

"I think that the idea that we must 
now on Norfolk Island get our law in 
Sydney and have it carried out in 
remoteness, while still having to 
bring a Supreme Court across here, 
is only going to mean that first of 
all we go on paying for the Supreme 
Court and, secondly, on to that im - 
aginary list we get fhat people debit 
Norfolk Island tor costing, goes the 
cost of die Family Law Court. 

"I find this answer totally unsatis¬ 
factory.'' 
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Norfolk A LIVING 



"THE WRONGEST THING I ever 
seen done, " says Peak Evans, “was 
the eviction of the old people from 
their homes at Kingston. Five or 
six policemen made them get out - 
they had no place to go. Capt. 
Elliott was Administrator." 

Peak was born on Norfolk in 1906 
at Kingston. His mother, who was 
born on Noumea, and his father, 
half Welsh but born on Norfolk were 
fortunate that they had a farm in 
the country they could move their 
family to after the eviction. 'Coun¬ 
try' was near where the Cascade 
Butchery & Abbatoire are now on 
Cascade Road. Peak missed the 
beach. He had to help on the prop¬ 
erty planting corn and potatoes - 
not commercially but for their own 
use and for friends as their contribu¬ 
tion to the barter system that worked 
so well for generations on Norfolk. 

He went to the local school and re¬ 
members schoolmaster, Passmore, 
as a 'good chap who'd been in the 
first World War'. 

Peak joined up in World War II 
to go overseas but they wouldn't 
let him go. By this time he had be¬ 
come a butcher and he was needed 
on Norfolk as there were many Aust¬ 
ralian, New Zealand and Norfolk 
soldiers here to feed. 

Peak had learned butchering from 
his father under the old "don't do as 
1 do - do as I tell you" method. He 
butchered for the old Hopkins Ltd., 


FEATURED IN THE 
"NORFOLK LIVING" 
INTERVIEW THIS 
MONTH; 


ANDREW 

"PEAK" 

EVANS 


Charlie Bennett and Nick Christian. 
He feels the quality of meat is pretty 
much the same now as it was then 
local beef being "much better than 
you can import". 

’A great footballer in the days 
when Rugby Union was played on 
Norfolk, Peak won the Dickett 
Shield 8 years out of 13 and was ■ 
allowed to keep it for 8. Accord¬ 
ing to tradition, it will always be¬ 
long to him. He can take it any 


time he likes. He still watches the 
games but found Rugby Union more 
interesting and faster. 

An ardent gardener, Peak takes 
loving care of his beautifully plann¬ 
ed garden. Although very dry now, 
it is tidy and everything is well 
pruned and seed boxes planted out 
for next season. 

Totally self-sufficient, Peak does 
bis own cooking and housekeeping. 

He built his island-style home him¬ 
self. He calls it an "American bung¬ 
alow " because it is built on different 
levels. It is as neat as a pin - even 
his dress shoes, riding boots and work 
shoes are polished so you can see 
yourself in them and are neatly 
placed in a straight row to one side of 
his clothes wardrobe - a handsome 
piece of furniture he built himself. 

A source of pride to Peak is his 
bronze and gold Army badge which 
he has pinned in the lapel of his 
best suit. It is for serving in the 
Australian forces with distinction. 

But by far the most important 
thing in Peak's home is something he 
thinks may help keep Australia from 
taking over Norfolk Island complete¬ 
ly. Under lock and key is the ori¬ 
ginal grant from Queen Victoria to 
John Evans ( Senior), Peak's great 
grandfather, which grants him 52 
acres and 37 perches of land and 
says on the bottom: 

"... and the said John Evans 
(senior) his Heirs and Assigns 
will hold the said allotment 
forever..." 

Dated Feb. 14, 1859 

Convinced Australia wants the 
oil that could be on the Cbntinent- 
al shelf surrounding Norfolk, Peak 
says he reckons the Russian ships 
are looking for the same thing. 

He's seen Russian ships "three nights 
in the same week at Puppies Point 
right up to the breakwater "and 
"five ships off Steeles Point at one 
time". 

Peak's family consists of four 
sons here on Norfolk (Pelley, Borry 
Lou and Leon); four daughters who v 
live off the Island; and seventeen 
grandchildren. They're all fight¬ 
ing to keep Norfolk the way it, is. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
.ose at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
ouses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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HELEN PAYNE 


BLENDER RECIPES; 

Scalloped Corn 

Into container tear 1 slice bread 
Cover and blend on high speed for 5 
seconds. Empty crumbs onto waxed 
paper. Into container put 
1 medium onion, sliced 
1 green pepper, seeded and coarse¬ 
ly sliced (I use a small tin) 

1 cup water 

Cover and blend on high speed for 3 
seconds. Empty vegetables into sieve 
to drain. Saute the chopped vegetab¬ 
les until soft but not browned in 2 



tablespoons butter. Into container put 

1 teaspoon salt 

1/8 teaspoon pepper 

2 tablespoons flour 

1 cup hot milk 

1 tablespoon soft butter 

i teaspoon cayenne 

1 teaspoon dry mustard 

2 cups of creamed corn or whole 

corn 

1 e gg 

1 slice bread torn. 

Cover and blend on high speed for 5 
seconds. Empty into buttered cass¬ 
erole. Stir in onion and green pepp¬ 
er mixture. Sprinkle with reserved 
bread crumbs and dot with butter. 
Bake in a preheated 375 degree oven 
for 20 minutes or until bubbly and 
brown. Serves 4. Delicious served 
with salads, cold meat such as chick¬ 
en or pork and with a grilled steak. 


Banana Flip 

Into container put 

1 ^ cups milk 

2 snips orange rind (may use lemon 
instead) 

1/8 teaspoon almost extract 
1 tablespoon honey 
1 large banana, peeled and quartere 
Cover and blend on high speed for 20 
seconds. Chill. Makes 2 drinks. 
Watermelon Punch 


Into container put 
Juice 1 lemon (use the concentrat¬ 
ed form if fresh lemons are un¬ 
obtainable) 

1 cup orange juice 
Fill container to top with 
Chunks of seeded watermelon 
Cover and turn motor on high. Re¬ 
move cover and, with motor on, drop 
in more watermelon chunks until liq¬ 
uid in container reaches almost to the 
top. Pour into goblets over crushed 
ice and garnish with mint. Serves 6. 



‘ELVA’S ’ 



I S LAN D - OW NED 


Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 


Hon.. Tues.. Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only 84 

Thursday our special M Baked Dinner Island Style" 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorgas¬ 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for 85 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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IT WOULD ALMOST seem hopeless 
to do any thing in our gardens at this 
time of writing my notes but there 
are a few things one can do, besides 
pulling out those poor dead plants, 
such as lifting glad, corms - even 
late flowering ones will die off quick¬ 
ly under present weather conditions. 
Also these same conditions are ideal 
for arch enemy mealy-bug, so, with 
this in mind, peel all "skin" off 
corms, remove old spent corm off 
the bottom, dust well with Derris 
dust, or spread out corms on ground 
and spray well - when dry store in 
carton or old onion bag - be sure to 
let air circulate through corms. In 
about a fortnight, dust well, in the 
case where they have been sprayed, 
before storing. If any corms show 
signs of black waxy looking patches, 
burn these as it could be scab which 
is contagious. 

Cut back any shrubs that are show¬ 
ing signs of die back or leaves dropp¬ 
ing badly due to dry Condi tions - 
this leaves the root system with less 
to try and feed and when rains do 
come apply some fertilizer and the 
shrub will pick up more quickly than 
if it had a lot of half-dead wood. 

As quite a number of varieties of 
begonias are grown here on Norfolk, 

I thought I would quote a few notes 
of interest I found about these plants. 

There are 1,200 species besides 
countless hybrids. There are three 
basic groups which are as follows: - 
Group 1 - Fibrous rooted - these 
include cane stemmed or angel-wing 
begonia, hairy begonia where both 
flower and foliage are covered with 
short bristle-like hairs. Wax begonia, 
which it short and branchy, used for 
edges in a lot of gardens, bloom near¬ 
ly all year. 

Group 2 - Rhizomes begonia, which 
have thick fleshy stems either creep¬ 
ing or upright. Rex, with their 
lovely tapestry-like leaves are also 
included in this group. 

Group 3 - is of tuberous rooted be¬ 
gonia. These are those beautiful 
summer flowering type, with their 
huge camelia-like blossoms in rich 
colours, including white, apricot, 
pink, red, yellows." 

I have two beautiful plants in 
flower at the moment -- they do 
give me great pleasure! 


■ BOND 


SHERRY IS ONE of the most versa¬ 
tile and popular drinks in the world 
and, story-wise, one of the most in¬ 
triguing. 

■It can be made by a variety of tech¬ 
niques and.one of the most interest¬ 
ing is the Flor process and. hereby, 
hangs a tale. 

For a long time Flor sherries were 
exclusively the preserve of a favour¬ 
ed area in Spain where an airborne 
yeast descended upon the vat of base 
wine and produced a truly mountain¬ 
ous head or "flower". 

As the yeast germs voraciously 
consumed the grape sugar they also 
finally produced a pale, dry sherry 
of considerable merit. 

In Australia there was a wonder¬ 
ful man, the late Leo Buring, whose 
family helped pioneer the Leasingham 
Valley wine area around Clare in 
South Australia. He was jealous of 
the Spaniard's sole right to this natu¬ 
ral phenomenon so, one day, he took 
himself to Spain where he wandered 
around talking and tasting. Event¬ 
ually he returned to the winery which 
had most impressed'him and, unob¬ 
served, tipped a measure of Flor 
sherry into his jacket pocket. 

By the time he got back home he 
had a most beautiful mould in his 
coat which he rushed to Roseworthy 
Oenologlcal College in Adelaide. 

The result was that Australia made 
the breakthrough in scientifically 
producing a Flor yeast and, in all fair¬ 
ness, passed on to Leo's hosts the se¬ 
cret which has since helped them 



WHEN RAIN is so much needed, one 
hears the many versions of nature's 
way of foretelling signs of coming 
rain -- such as the call of the doves, 
movements of ants, and so forth -- 
but the strangest jf these I have 
heard was not of forthcoming rains 
but of the "whale harvest" in the 
days when the whaling station was 
operating at Cascades. 

An elderly Islander was visiting 
me and we were looking at loquat 
trees which were very heavily laden 
with blossom, when she made the 


through climatically poor years. 

The only Flor sherry in die Bond 
at present is Granfiesta by Quelltaler 
which winery, interestingly, was es¬ 
tablished near Clare by the Sobels 
family who for some years, marketed 
their products jointly with Barings. 

My one criticism is of the Over- 
worded label which proclaims "Dry 
Pale Flor Fino" which, in other words, 
tells us it is dry, pale, pale and dry 
and dry. Otherwise it is good value 
@ $2.40. 

A 

ALL MIXED drinks were invented, 
by someone, for a reason -- amuse¬ 
ment, expression of creativity, the 
wish to please someone else, and 
in a few cases to commemorate a 
cause. 

In Cuba many years ago someone 
put a tot of the native rum into a 
glass of Coca-Cola and named the 
combination a "Cuba libra" - for 
"a free Cuba". 

With that historical precedent, a 
new recipe for the occasion on Nor¬ 
folk at the moment: 

Lub-be Norfolk 
One tot seafarer's-style rum 
One dash Angostura bitters 
Top up with cola 

Serve in tall glass with ice. 

The bitters adds a touch of dryness 
and authenticity to the flavour of 
the drink. 

Before the first sip, clink glasses 
and salute, "lub-be Norfolk" -- 
let Norfolk be. 


following observation - "Just look 
at the loquat trees - it will be a 
good year for whales". For the life 
of me 1 could not see the connection 
between the loquats and the whales. 

I am afraid I cannot remember if it 
was a good season for whales or for 
whalers that year, but I have a feel¬ 
ing it was for the former for that was 
the last season the station operated. 

I do admit that die students of na¬ 
ture are very often very right in 
what they see as signs of the kind of 
seasons that may be expected and 
this has often stood in good stead 
when bean cropping was of prime 
importance. 

I wonder if nature will have any 
bearing in today’s vexed question? 

I have my doubts -- few politicians 
study nature except when it suits 
to do so. 
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WHAT A BEAUTIFUL SOUND!! Rain. 
Huge drops drumming on tin roofs, 
trickling along gutterings, and wash¬ 
ing all the dusty dry gardens. The 
children too shouted excitedly, "It's 
raining" Even the cows along the 
roads seem happier as they slurped 
from puddles at the road sides. 

Why are we so excited about rain? 
Norfolk has been through the driest 
year on record, I believe. Beaut 
weather for holiday-makers, and for 
glorious days on the beach, but the 
hills and gardens have been parched, 
wells have dried up, and lots of 
people have had to buy water for 
everyday use. Things have been 
grim! But, as the bush pessimist said 
in the poem by Father Patrick Harti- 
gan, who wrote under the pen-name 
of John O’Brien, in his poem 'Said 
Hannahan* - "In God’s good time - 
down came the rain”, and it won't 
be long before tanks are full again, 
and Norfolk will once more be like 
a green jewel in the ocean. 

For people on holiday, the wea¬ 
ther has been ideal most of the time, 
although there was one short time 
when fogs fell low over the Island 
and made it impossible for aircraft 
to land. It's really eerie to hear the 
planes circling overhead and not be¬ 
ing able to see them. On such occa¬ 
sions the planes must fly on to Auck¬ 
land or Noumea in New Caledonia 
to return when the weather has clear¬ 
ed here. 

Almost as popular as the beaches 
during the day, the barbecue spots 
around the Island have been much 
used during the evenings which have 
been so calm and clear, just right 
for eating outdoors. One Sunday 
evening during the month the bands 
on the Island got together down in 
the Youth Centre compound and 
gave a "Pop Festival". The "sound" 
was tremendous; cars were parked 
three deep in a semi-circle around 
the compound. It must've been 
heartening for the musicians to see 
they were so well supported. I be¬ 
lieve the music; carried right across 
Kingston to Bumijoras. I'm sure all 
those barbecuing in theKingston 
area that night thoroughly enjoyed 
the "added" attraction. 


Another very popular event held 
at the beginning of the month was 
the New Year's Day race meeting 
herd down at Kingston. The race 
track circles the golf course The 
riders and trainers had spent many 
hours early in the mornings and then 
again after work training and feed¬ 
ing their horses for many weeks pre¬ 
ceding the day. Even though there 
are only three prize-winning places 
in each event everyone who took part 
is to be commended for the time and 
effort they had put into preparing 
their horses to provide a terrific day's 
entertainment. The weather was i- 
deal; a large crowd gathered to watch. 
Culla Graham riding Karn won the 
1600 metre race - the longest of the 
day - first prize being $200. Allan 
Bataille on his young horse, Tarla, 
came second, with Ian Buffett in 
third place on Culla's mare. Snuff. 
Culla and Allan won several places 
during the day. Other prize winners 
included Linda Wood and Marilyn 
Quintal. A most successful day, 
thanks to the RSL and their ladies 
who worked hard to provide a very 
tasty barbecue lunch. 

The Wives and Mothers Club or¬ 
ganized an outing during the month 
to help occupy the children during 
the holidays. About eight mothers 
went along who had between them 
about 50 children! It was a very re¬ 
laxing two or three hours (believe it 
or not!). Everyone had a picnic 
lunch under the shade of the magnol¬ 
ia trees out at the Mission Chapel be¬ 
fore setting off to visit the Melanes¬ 
ian Mission's cemetery. A most 
pleasant walk. The children thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed running down into 
the valley and swinging on the sturdy 
vines. Most of us then had to report 
at the hospital to have some quite 
grubby children immunized at the 
special clinic in preparation for their 
starting school in February. 

It's a pity really there weren't 
more members of the Wives and 
Mothers Club present at the last meet¬ 
ing to join in the hilarity and laughter 
as members read out each other's po¬ 
ems. Twelve poems in all were sub¬ 
mitted - a great effort! Perhaps all 
were too frightened not to bring 
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NORFOLK MRADER 


electric coffee 
grinder only 814.50 


The 


brHur 


'Aroeaster' coffee 
■achlne percolator 
only 852.50 



something along in case they had to 
do "pennance"! Only three mem¬ 
bers were caught -- l*m sure they'll 
enter die competition next time no 
matter what it is! 

Crowds of people flocked to the 
Airport last week to welcome a Maori 
troupe arriving from New Zealand. 

The only other time that 1 have seen 
such a crowd of people and cars at 
the airport was when Governor-Gen¬ 
eral Kerr and his wife arrived. 

The Tiritea Maori group has come 
to Norfolk through the sponsorship of 
the local Lions Club. As was ex¬ 
plained by Brian, their spokesman, 
to audiences at their shows af ; Raw- 
son Hall, they did not come to "en¬ 
tertain" but to SHARE their culture 
with those present. 

One show was presented especially 
as a matinee for the children and boys 
were shown how to do the Haka, while 
girls learned an action song - and all 
learned a Maori welcome. 

To begin their evening show the 
group sang a hymn - a traditional 
opening; and then they presented the 
Maori concept of Creation. The aud¬ 
ience was then welcomed by a speech 
in Maori, which was quite a long 
speech that meant "Hello, how are 
you?” 

The men's Hakas were so stren¬ 
uous and the men so obviously ab- 
sofbed in what they were doing that 
they must be very tired by the end, 
or they are really fit gentlemen. 

The action songs by the wo .ten 
were most gracefully presented, the 
voices of the men and women har¬ 
monising beautifully. The Poi dances 
were fabulous. Apparently in days 
gone by the young Maori ladies learn¬ 
ed to do the Poi dance as gracefully 
(and seductively) as possible, in or¬ 
der to attract the young men. 

One of the Poi dances was perform¬ 
ed on the darkened stage with only 
ultra violet lighting. The white balls 
and cords of the Poi were the only 
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kancHSE anas! 


things visible. It looked most effect¬ 
ive and the rhythm and timing was 
faultless. 

There were touches of humour 
through the show especially when the 
Maori ladies came down into the 
audience and each of them found a 
man to take on stage to learn how to 
Haka! What a sight some of the 
men created. On the night we attend¬ 
ed the Show, the first man up on stage 
set a precedent by throwing off his 
shirt and singlet. Soon there were 
half-naked men prancing around the 
stage of Rawson Hall so obviously en¬ 
joying the spirit of the whole idea. 

In fact they had two groups of men 
up but it was different when the lad¬ 
ies were asked to go up and learn an 
action song! Only one small group 
of ladies got up. Wonder if ladies 
are more inhibited than men? 

The Tiritea group presented folk 
songs, proverbs, a short skit about 
"immigration", chants and love- 
songs. Some of their customs were 
explained - one being that once upon 
a time the only "courting" vehicle 
was the canoe. This was followed 
by a song, in English, titled "C’n 1 
canoe you up the river"! 

In all, the show was beautifully 
relaxed and informal, really as if 
we (file audience) shared with them. 
There were some very moving se¬ 
quences, but the most moving, 1 
think, for the Norfolk Islanders, was 
the presentation of "The Ship of 
Fame". It made me feel all goosey. 

It was sung first in English, then in 
the Maori fashion with actions. A 
most beautiful finale to die evening 
and a wonderful gesture on the part 
of the group. 

Apart from the shows at Rawson 
Hall, the group has sung for the Sen¬ 
ior Citizens, and for some of the 
old folk who are unable to leave 
their homes. 

I believe the group is made up of 
University students and their husbands/ 
wives, who wish to preserve Maori 
customs. Here's hoping we might 
see them back again some day. 

Well, the school holidays are al¬ 
most over - how the time has flown! 
The older children are already gett¬ 
ing together pencils, clothes, and 
pictures to paste on their new school 
books. And another group of child¬ 
ren is preparing for their first year 
of school. The Infant girls are to 
have new uniforms this year, and 
should look lovely in them - a sim¬ 
ple style which can. be.used jn win- .... 
ter with navy skivvy and tights for 
extra warmth. Playcentre children 
will commence again on February 
7. These are the children who will 


move into the brand new Playcentre 
in Term 2. It's hard to believe 
that the dream of a Norfolk Island 
Playcentre is almost a reality. 

Through this column we try to 
bring you a glimpse of what bapp - 
ens here on die Island during each 
month. Perhaps you would also 
like to hear this time what a regu¬ 
lar visitor thinks of life here on Nor¬ 
folk; 

Out there in the Pacific 
The Island is terrific 
A tiny speck in the ocean 
That sparklesoff emotion. 

Norfolk Island is it's name 
For lots of woe it gets the blame. 

To convicts in its early years 
It conjured u ^ lots of fears. 

The isle today is full of peace 
Catering for Auntie, Uncle, Niece. 
Qantas delivering on the dot 
Which to many is their favourite 
spot. W* 

Aussies, Kiwis are all here 
Not just to sip another beer. 

Fishing, golfing, riding, shopp¬ 
ing 

Later dining with corks a-popping. 
The South Pacific is rather posh 
Friday night at Paradise, oh by gosh 
Norfolk is always building anew 
Catering for many not for the few. 
Golf on Norfolk takes great skill 
To hit and manouvre the little 
white pill 

To miss all hazards, cow pats and all 
You often curse the little white ball. 

Duty-free shopping a marvellous 
thing 

You should hear the registers ring 
Gifts galore are taken back 
Stowed in aircraft, seat and rack. 
Marie's buses are always full 
Up Mount Pitt - boy, what a pull 
Cascade, Kingston, Burnt Pine too 
Norfolk grandeur for all to view. 

Yes, this is a wonderful place, 

A beaut haven for the human race. 
Hands off Australia and take heed. 
Don’t spoil this place by hasty deed. 


Cheerio! — 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / February 1977 


38 



I 

MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS• WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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WHILE THINKING OVER THE SUBJECT OF OUR CONVERSATION 
OF FRIDAY LAST I HAVE BEEN LED TO THE BELIEF THAT? I DID NOT 
MAKE MY VIEWS WITH RELATION TO THE PITCAIRN ISLANDERS SO \ ^§gj 
- CLEAR AS I MIGHT HAVE DONE. I HAVE THOUGHT lT ^TTER THERE" .figj 

FORE TO STATE THEM IN WRITING IN ORDER THAT YOUJmIGHT NOT - ^5 

BE LED ASTRAY WITH REGARD TO THEM BY A MISCONCfPTlON OF 
EXPRESSION USED BY ME IN CONVERSATION. THE WISHES OF HER ||ff 
' MAJESTY'S GOVNT. AS COMMUNICATED TO ME NOT .OFf.YTN DES- ^;|gj§ 

PATCHES FROM THE SEC. OF STATE BUT ALSO BY A VeIbAL MES" : |g|f 

SAGE FROM MR. LABOUCHERE, ARE THAT THESE ISLANEfERS SHOULD . ,j§|ff 
BE LEFT AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE TO THEMSELVES, THAT §NO INTER- S/v’ 
FERENCE SHOULD TAKE PLACE WITH THE RULES UNDER WHICH THEY fttf 
HAVE HITHERTO BEEN LIVING, THAT IN POINT OF FAC| THEY SHOUfcbfj§f 
BE ENABLED TO CARRY OUT AT NORFOLK ISLAND THE S§ME PRIMI- 
"Tti-VE OR PATRIARCHAL SYSTEM WHICH HAS PRODUCED ’^ICH GOOD 
EFFECTS UPON THEIR MORAL CONDUCT AT PITCAIRN IsiAND. 

THESE VIEWS HAVE BEEN SO FAR CARRIED OUT BY^§HE REMOVAL i| 
OF THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY, MAGISTRATES, -CHAPLAI^ ETC. . ^f| 

FROM PITCAIRN ISLAND TO THEIR NEW RESIDENCE. WH#E EACH WILL \ % 
RESUME HIS USUAL PLACE AND BE INVESTED WITH TH E §LA M E A UTHOR-S# 
IT Y AS BEFORE. 

THE SEC. OF STATE HOWEVER, HA VI Nd BEFORE Hill THE POSS|» !r ; 4| 
BILITY THAT A CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTA NCES AS WELL *§j POSITION^ ||§f 
■ =,. MIGHT CA LL FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF SOME PERSON l§NCONNEC 
WITH THE PRESENT INHABITANTS TO ACT AS A MAGISTRATE, HAS 
GIVEN ME AN AUTHORITY TO NOMINATE SUCH AN OFFlflER, SHOULD 
.. I BE FULLY CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY OF SO DOIN'!. I SHOULD 

NOT HOWEVER THINK OF MAKING SUCH AN APPOINTMENT WITHOUT 0 
FIRST VISITING THE ISLAND A N D M A KI N G M Y S ELP THf^UG H LY AC- Jjff 
OUAINTED WITH THE FEELINGS AND WISHES, AS W EL LSfj^TT H E - W A NT S- 
OF THE PEOPLE. | 

-GOVERNOR SIR WILLIAM DENISON, IN A LETTER 

TO THE BISHOP OF NEW ZEALAND, t-«T J 3 65 6 -jig? 


m UiMAnA D; n L( c A NEW INTERPRETATION 

Historic nights OF accepted history 


X nternational duty free 

TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES: NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME* 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


| | RA DI OS -- CASSETT ES 


PI B ABY BUGGIE S 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO AKA I 

| | HI - FI E QUIPMENT 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO AKAI. SANYO 

| | WATCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


FAMOUS FOLDING TYPE 
| | FISHING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| | FIREARMS & AM MUNITION 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

f~~j NOVELTIES & GIF TS 


| | APPL I ANCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

□ TYPEW RITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ SEWING & KNITTING 
MACHINES 


BROTHER - FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY AND STYLING 


BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

[~~] CIGARET T E LIG HTERS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

j | SUED E & LEATHE R C OATS 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

[~~| NAVIGATION AL EQU IPMENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 


[ | SPOR TING EQUIPMENT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

[ |DIVING GEAR 


□ BIN OCULA RS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 
[ | PHOTOGRA P HIC 

SANKYO MOVIE CAMERAS & PROJECTORS 


LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


| |CALCUL ATORS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 


I nternationaI DUTY FREE 


ON YOUR LEFT AS YOU ENTER BURNT PINE COMING FROM SOUTH PACIFIC + NORFOLK + PARADISE + FLETCHER 
CHRISTIAN + TROP1QUE + HILLCREST + MOKUTU + THE CREST + PANORAMA + ISLANDER + COLONY + CHANNERS 













FEBRUARY 9TH, 1917 may just go 
down in Norfolk Island history as 
one of the most memorable dates 
since the Pitcairn settlers moved 
here in 1856. 

On the other hand, maybe it will 
soon be forgotten. 

It all depends on whether the Com¬ 
mittee of 24 on Decolonisation of 
the United Nations decides to con¬ 
sider the appeal made to it that 
day by the eight elected represen¬ 
tatives of the Island. Stepping out¬ 
side their official role as a Coun¬ 
cil and acting as a group of indi¬ 
viduals, they wrote to Ambassador 
Salim Salim, head of the Commit¬ 
tee. asking that Norfolk be protec¬ 
ted from being politically swallow¬ 
ed up by Australia without the vo¬ 
ters of Norfolk having any say in 
the change. 

The Councillors, with a very 
strong feeling of assurance that 
they were reflecting the wishes of 
the great majority of residents, 
had been saying for months that 
they believed a referendum on the 
change was essential. 

The Australian Government had 
clearly said it had no intention of 
allowing a referendum, and bad 
clearly implied that the Nimmo 
Report recommendations (which 
mean Norfolk's being integrated) 
were going to be put into effect, 
regardless of what people on Nor¬ 
folk might want. 

That implication can be seen in . 
many Government statements. One 
of the clearest was the reply Coun¬ 
cil received when it asked that an 
economist be assigned to see how 
much the Nimmo Report would da¬ 
mage the Island's only industry, 
tourism. No, said the Government, 
that would just delay things -- but 
we might be able to send tax and 
social welfare experts over, to let 
you know how the tax and benefits 
systems are going to affect you. 

They didn't say "are going to af¬ 
fect you, " of course - that would 
seem rude. But anyone who ques¬ 
tions what they really meant has 
got to be pretty naive. 

Council made one last try, wir¬ 


ing the Minister that a referendum 
(which he can grant single-handed) 
was essential in Council's view, 
and that Council was considering 
a proposal to turn to the United Na¬ 
tions if it had to. 

The cable languished in Canber¬ 
ra for a week, while die Minister 
was away electioneering. Appar¬ 
ently the Department didn't feel 
it was important. The Administra¬ 
tor had meanwhile sent a report 
giving his own views on the situa¬ 
tion. and his analysis must have 
rung no alarm bells. 

It took true courage, on an Isl- 
and-that is so traditionally respec¬ 
ting of authority, for the eight 
men to do what they did. Their 
object is very simple: to do any¬ 
thing lawful they have to do, in 
order to assure that any major de¬ 
velopment in Norfolk Island's go¬ 
vernmental structure is made only 
with the consent of a majority of 
the people who live and vote on 
the Island. If they are successful 
in protecting that right, they will 
go down in Norfolk history as men 
who were real leaders in a time 
of crisis._ 

Don’t believe every¬ 
thing you hear... 

WILL THE APPEAL succeed? At 
this writing no one knows, although 
there are some strange accounts of 
the situation being aired, and this 
may be a good time for remember¬ 
ing the old adage to believe none 
of what you hear, and only half of 
what you read. 

One of the strangest accounts or¬ 
iginated with the Australian Broad¬ 
casting Commission’s reporter in 
New York on February 23rd. It was 
heard here the next day, on the 
ABC's "International Report". 

Reporter Terry Hughes said the 
rules governing U. N. involve¬ 
ment in territories are complica¬ 
ted, but centre on whether the ter¬ 
ritory is geographically and ethni¬ 
cally distinct from the country in 
charge of the territory. 

"Interpreting those rales, ” Mr. 
Hughes reported; "officials here 
say that their decision concerning 
Norfolk Island still stands. The U. 

N. stated flatly in 1974, and I 
quote, 'If Norfolk Island were plac¬ 
ed on the United Nations list of 
territories then every small unin¬ 
habited island in the world would 
also have to be placed on that 
list. ’ End of quote. " 

If we may interrupt Mr. Hughes 
for a moment at that point, it is 


worth noting a few teensie-weensie 
errors in what he said. 

In the first place, the word "un¬ 
inhabited" should be "inhabited”. 

In the second place, the year was 
1975, not 1974. In the third place, 
the United Nations has never made 
any decision about Norfolk Island; 
the "officials here", whom Mr. 
Hughes mentions, are obviously 
not United Nations officials at all, 
but are obviously Australian aides 
posted to the U.N. There was a 
decision - by Australia - that Nor¬ 
folk should not be on the U. N. 
list. 

Oh, yes - one more: the "flat 
statement" wasn't a U.N. state¬ 
ment at all; it was part of a report 
prepared by the standing commit¬ 
tee on Defense and Foreign Affairs 
of the Australian Senate. 

Let's return to Mr. Hughes: "The 
Norfolk Islanders claim that die 
U.N. statement" (that's the Aus¬ 
tralian Senate Commitee state¬ 
ment) "was not founded on cor¬ 
rect information - they had the 
population wrong; as well as many 
political points, such as who orig¬ 
inally settled the Island, and why. " 

Norfolk’s Councillors didn't say 
there was any confusion about who 
had settled Norfolk. They did men¬ 
tion some errors that Mr. Hughes 
perhaps didn't think worth report¬ 
ing. 

The Senate Committee report, for 
example, states that “The Norfolk 
Island Council is responsible in the 
normal way for municipal affairs. ” 
How could they be so completely 
mistaken? Norfolk Council has no 
executive authority at all, of any 
kind. 

Again, the Senate Committee re¬ 
port states that "there is complete 
freedom of access between the 
mainland and Norfolk Island." 

How could they be so mistaken? 
Even the members of that Senate 
Committee can't stay on Norfolk 
for longer than 30 days, without 
getting special permission from 
David Buffett, because Norfolk has 
its own separate Immigration Ord¬ 
inance. Australian immigration 
laws don’t apply here. 


Please stop these con¬ 
tinual communications 

SINCE APPEALING to the U.N., 
the Councillors have done their 
best to re-awaken some interest on 
the Minister’s part in considering 
the Island's real problems, and 
clearing up some of the glaring 
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Mighty worker with forward control 
I design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
large side-opening sliding 
door with its low loading 
height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
load with a minimum of 
effort. Four-wheel independent 
suspension too. 


THE V 2 TON 


■ Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
| the emphasis on economy. A hard 

■ working pick-up that’s great to drive 
" — nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

I Why spend more? 

! THE BIG TON 

■ Here’s power,reliability 

I and performance. 

Here’s 94 BHPfrom 
| Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
■ overhead cam engine 
5 in your choice of cab 
I and chassis, ute, tray c 
2 container van. All-syncl 

I 4-speed gearbox, massi 
section frame. Cab and 
1 * 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
■ on all three vehicles. 
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misunderstandings that obviously 
exist. 

A correspondence-by-cable tells 
the unhappy story, and. at our 
press-time, the so-far unhappy 
ending. Here’s how it went: 

From President of Committees Bill 
Blucher to the Minister responsible 
for Norfolk Island, Sen. R. G. With¬ 
ers. on February 14th: 

"Norfolk Island Councillors wish 
to give every cooperation in imme¬ 
diately finding mutually satisfact¬ 
ory basis for resolving present situ¬ 
ation taking into account all reas¬ 
onable interests of Australia and of 
Norfolk Island residents. 

"We convinced present impasse 
is result of nothing more than poor 
communications and misunderstan¬ 
dings and believe face to face dis¬ 
cussion with you can quickly set 
these right. 

"Delegation of three Councillors 
(plus our Administrator if you a- 
gree) now at standby for travel to 
Canberra soon as possible providing 
Government can meet expenses. 

"Please cable urgent reply. We 
find any suggestion of confronta¬ 
tion repugnant and feel certain 
thabstraightforward talks can do 
nothing but good. 

"Meanwhile we distressed by re¬ 
ported press comments that Nor¬ 
folk problem is merely effort by 
a few to preserve tax haven. Tax 
haven was closed off as of 1972 as 
verified by Nimmo page 242 lines 
25 and 26. 

"We as strongly opposed to tax 
evasion as you but this situation 
no longer prevails on Norfolk and 
would be non-existent as grounds 
for integrating Norfolk now. " 

ON 17TH FEBRUARY Sen. With¬ 
ers cabled a reply: 

"I have considered the message 
passed to me by His Honour the 
Administrator on February 14 con¬ 
veying your suggestion that a dele¬ 
gation of three Councillors travel 
to Canberra with the Government 
meeting expenses. I have today 
asked His Honour the Administra¬ 
tor to convey a message to Coun¬ 
cil on the matters involved. 

"I do not consider that communi¬ 
cations between us are at fault or 
that any misunderstandings have 
arisen. 

"As I indicated in my message 
to Council, I propose to come to 
Norfolk Island for discussions there 
as soon as I am in a position to do 
so. Councillors therefore will 
have an opportunity to put their 
views to me at that time." 


ON FEBRUARY 22ND Cr. Blu¬ 
cher cabled Sen. Withers again; 

"Major misunderstandings do 
exist and we feel strongly that 
face to face talks should not be 
left until some unspecified future 
time. Expenses of delegation can 
be raised by public subscription 
here. 

Please advise when Parliamen¬ 
tary duties could allow you to see 
delegation for at least one meet¬ 
ing. 

"Delays clearly will increase 
possibility of confrontation and 
further misunderstandings between 
ourselves (Norfolk Island and Aus¬ 
tralia) on United Nations principles. 

"We are sure you agree it is pref¬ 
erable that we try to resolve prob¬ 
lems ourselves. 

"Major misunderstandings in¬ 
clude these three: 

"Firstly, Councillors have taken 
the extreme step of appealing to 
United Nations to protect Norfolk 
from integration into the Common¬ 
wealth without consent of residents. 
The fact that Norfolk would appeal 
to international body for protect¬ 
ion from its own parent country is 
evidence of deep and regrettable 
misunderstandings that should be 
discussed frankly with least possi¬ 
ble delay. 

"Secondly, Council has stated 
that Royal Commission rcommen- 
dations mean grave danger of dam¬ 
age to Island way of life. You 
have said you do not agree but we 
live here and are sure you misun¬ 
derstand. 

"Thirdly, seven of Australia's 
nine reasons for withholding self- 
determination principles from Nor- 
forlk as stated in Senate Commit¬ 
tee report are inaccurate and re¬ 
veal basic misunderstandings of 
Norfolk history, people and gov¬ 
ernment. One of the most remark¬ 
able is that Norfolk is ethnically 


and culturally the same as Austra¬ 
lia. This error has been reiterat¬ 
ed by Australian sources at United 
Nations. Unless Australia’s major 
population group has magically 
become Anglo-Polynesian Pitcairn¬ 
ers proud of their heritage, this is 
a misunderstanding that requires 
immediate clearing up. 

"According press statements you 
also say Norfolk people were nev¬ 
er "independent" in character and 
that Norfolk problems will be set¬ 
tled by end of June. These also 
give rise to further misunderstand¬ 
ings and are matters for clarifica¬ 
tion immediately. Lack of commu¬ 
nication to Administrator and Coun¬ 
cil of the significance of this date 
has not been transmitted so far. 

"Councillors respectfully request 
you give the foregoing your most 
urgent consideration and reply. ” 

SENATOR WITHERS replied the 
next day; 

"I have nothing to add at this stage 
to my previous messages and would 
be grateful if these continual com¬ 
munications could cease in order to 
allow me to do as I have indicated. ” 

Seek and ye shall find 

TO END THIS SUNNY, light-heart¬ 
ed edition of Norfolk Diary, a mus¬ 
ing about the Royal Commission 
Report. 

The Commission is said to have 
cost over $1 million. It included 
what the report implies were in¬ 
tensive searches of archives in Syd¬ 
ney, Auckland, London and Nor¬ 
folk Island, looking for documents 
of any kind that might support the 
idea of Pitcairn rights. The search 
found nothing. How is it that one 
month of searching by friends of 
The News has already begun turn¬ 
ing up very compelling evidence 
indeed - like the front cover ex¬ 
tract from the Governor-to-be? 


It THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
wjN apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

HA -y* Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
ose at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
ouses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables"MisterChristian" 
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@OUNCIL^fRANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID. 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


THE FEBRUARY 9TH Council meet¬ 
ing was historic. 

Council presented its broad ideas 
about how Norfolk should be govern¬ 
ed in die future - - the result of al¬ 
most continual meetings since be¬ 
fore Christmas. 

Council also decided that Can¬ 
berra's response to the Council's 
deep concern about damage that 
would result from the Nimmo Re¬ 
port recommendations was just not 
reassuring enough -- and voted to 
appeal to the United Nations for 
protection. 

The proceedings were far too 
long for verbatim coverage in our 
Transcript this issue. We'll precis 
the first part, and quot e from the 
U.N. decision. 


COUNCIL'S VIEWS on the Island's 
future government were based on 
the sequence of points recommen - 
ded by Royal Commissioner Sir 
John Nimmo. In introducing them, 
however, President of Committees 
Bill Blucher said Council did not 
believe the Nimmo Report was a 
sound document, and that its im¬ 
portance was that it had brought 
impetus to the Island for change 
and further development. He add¬ 
ed that Council's views were meant 
to be "in the broad" and that room 
had been left for negotiation in the 
future. 

Statistically, it might seem that 
the Councillors accepted quite a 
lot of the Nimmo recommendations; 
they agreed, at least in general, 
with 58 out of 72. 

But many of those 58 were in the 
category of recommendation no. 

6; "That voting be compulsory and 
by secret ballot” --or like no. 58; 
"That the Assembly invite news¬ 
agents on the Island to enter into 
an arrangement which will ensure 
the regular supply of mainland pa¬ 
pers to the public." 

On the meaningful issues. Coun¬ 
cil has views very different from 
the Royal Commissioner. They do 
not believe Island electors should 
be included in die Canberra elect¬ 
orate, or that there should be a per¬ 
manent and inflexible ceiling of 
20, 000 tourists a year, or that all 
Australian laws should automati¬ 
cally apply on Norfolk, or that the 
same level of income and other 
taxes as apply in Canberra should 
be introduced here, or that work¬ 


ers compensation or ILO regulations 
are needed, or that a shipping mon¬ 
opoly between the Island and Aus¬ 
tralia should be set up by Canberra. 

Council thinks Canberra should 
have authority over air transport, 
and should have the same degree 
of land control it has now. 

But it believes Norfolk should be 
making its own decisions on what 
taxes are necessary and what social 
benefits are needed, on education 
(with continued NSW help), on the 
hospital, on ocean shipping, on 
laws that apply locally, on zoning, 
on law enforcement, on immigra¬ 
tion controls (which Council is 
still considering, in draft Ordinance 
form) and on tourism policies in 
general. 

Cr. Blucher required about an 
hour to read Council's views on 
all these matters. In general they 
were thoughtful and logical, al¬ 
though leaving room for future re¬ 
consideration of some points. The 
views are an extremely important 
milestone in Council's develop¬ 
ment, and it is safe to say that ev¬ 
ery member is better informed for 
having gone through the exhaust¬ 
ing effort. 

The Administrator, Mr. O'Leary, 
received Council's great thanks for 
the constructive role he played in 
chairing the meetings and getting 
the views onto paper. All nine of 
the Councillors, Administrator in¬ 
cluded, deserve the community's 
thanks for a valuable piece of work. 
So do their wives; home life was 
badly torn up for well over two 
months. 

Anyone concerned with the Isl¬ 
and's governmental future should 
save the February 12th and 19th 
issues of The Norfolk Islander, in 
which the Council's views appear¬ 
ed in full — another true commun¬ 
ity-service. 

It remains to be seen what the 
views themselves will actually be 
used for. Canberra's stone-wall 
attitudes toward die Nimmo Report 
up to now give rise to a fear that 
Council's views may be used mere¬ 
ly as a document that proves Can¬ 
berra "took the Island's views into 
account" before implementing the 
Nimmo Report. The views ought, 
in the eyes of Council and probably 
of most electors, to become a dis¬ 
cussion document from which Can¬ 
berra, working with Council, can 


hammer out a sensible government¬ 
al future for Norfolk. 

A REFERENDUM on Norfolk's future 
form of government has been resis¬ 
ted starting with the Nimmo Report 
itself. Each time Council tried to 
secure a referendum, the answer 
was negative. 

In a closed session on February 
2nd, having completed its work on 
its views of the Nimmo proposals, 
made one last try to get Minister 
Withers to grant a referendum. 

The question they wanted put to 
the public was this; 

"Sir John Nimmo has recommen¬ 
ded that Norfolk Island residents 
should pay full Australian income 
tax, death duties and other imposts 
except sales tax; 

should receive full Australian social 
service, pension and health bene¬ 
fits; 

should be subject to all Common 
wealth laws except those stated not 
to apply to Norfolk Island; and 
should vote in the electorate of 
Canberra. 

"Are you in favour of these pro¬ 
posals?” 

Council linked the four proposals 
together because they form a unit; 
you can't have one without the 
others following on. 

They cabled Sen. Withers that 
they believed none of the four key 
Nimmo recommendations should be 
made into law without a referendum, 
and that "Any other course would 
deny democracy". The cable said 
that the cost and time required for 
a referendum were "insignificant 
compared to the importance of the 
question to the Island", and that if 
a referendum were called, it would 
"prevent the need arising for the 
Council to consider a proposal to 
call upon the United Nations for 
assistance in holding a referendum". 

The Minister was away from Can¬ 
berra when the cable arrived there, 
and apparently no one thought it 
was of enough importance to call 
to his attention. 

Council had asked for a reply in 
time for the February 9th monthly 
meeting, but that morning no an¬ 
swer had been received. 

Cr. Blucher asked the Administra¬ 
tor in mid-morning if he could pos* 
sibly get Sen. Withers on the tele¬ 
phone, and the Administrator did 
(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 31) 
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ISLAND 
HANDBOCK 


for MARCH 


^ what’s on 
^ where to find it 

► best shopping 

► Norfolk calendar 

► Island map 


^ opening & closing times 
^ airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 
^shipping information 

k BOB 

► ...and the NORFOLK 
WORD 

■ SB 

S 












ROUDS 

(Norfolk Itland) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 

ALL 

ROUDS 

DIAMOND • RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
TRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 

RODDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

/] 

SHOP at 

ROUDS 







PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric DrOnfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 
(Father Scanlon is away ill as we go to 
press, and no services are being held) 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5.00 pm Monday through Friday. 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5£ a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am - 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.l. stamps, see Amy Bathie atDe 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
iO-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.3Oam-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z ■ Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at. a table 
beside th-e swimming pool. If you prefer, you may- 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY H ou si e; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY South Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to "Toofey”; FRIDAY " Disco 
Night”; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you’ll want to return. 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 
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Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 








© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the days you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND 'ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTA L A ND DENTA L SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

-A 1 The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY 7 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

theJRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


flDCkl 7 ruvc 7 Qn +« Q ( Exce Pt Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UlLn i DA To ~ f «oU 3JD XO y pm only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' Items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting can. ..bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopenen. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




n 

People who wear an Omega know why. 




Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 
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Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can’t hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


p|3fi 


MtJ 


•&>>/ 


tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



The Norfolk Island 


SUN 

HO N : 

TUE 

0| Rise 6. 09, Set 6. 51 

WED 

6.10, Set 6.50 

HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN MARCH 

March 2. 1788: Fletcher Christian made a Lieutenant 
on H.M.S. "Bounty" 

March 5, 1829: Death of John Adams on Pitcairn 

March 6, 1788: Lt. King’s party lands at Norfolk 

March 7, 1831: 87 Pitcairners moved to Tahiti 

March 16, 1835: Anson Bay reported to have no 
sand at all - only boulders 

• Films (Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•Commandant's 

Dinner (G7.30) 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

•Film (Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 
•Council meeting 

^ Rise 6.13, Set 6.45 

Rise 6.13, Set 6.44 

Q Rise 6.14, Set 6.43 

g Rise 6.15, Set 6.42 

• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•HousiefLC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b’dfSP) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY- 
FOUNDATION DAY 

• Films(Pds& LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 

• Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

• Film (Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 

«jj ^ Rise 6.17, Set 6,37 

*| ^ Rise 6 - 18 > 6.36 

15 Rise 6-18, Set 6,35 

<| g Rise 6.19, Set 6. ; 

• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b'd (SP) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

•Film. sm'b'd(VV) 

•Film (Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


20 


Rise 6.21, Set 6.29 


21 


Rise 6.22. Set 6.28 


22 


Rise 6.22. Set 6.27 


23 


Rise 6.23. Set 6.S 


•Church services 
•Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 



•Housle(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 


•Films(Pds & LC) •Film. sm'b'd(VV) 

•Darts (RSL) •Film(Pds) 

• C'm'dants Dinner •Open night(Nlk) 

(7.30G) 


27 


Rise 6.26, Set 6.20 


28 


Rise 6.26, Set 6.19 


29 


Rise 6.27, Set 6.18 


30 


Rise 6.28, Set 6.1 


•Church services 
•Film, sm’b*d(VV7.30p) 


•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b’d(SP) 


•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Darts(RSL) 


• C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) - 


•Film. sm’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 



CALENDAR u,r ° n 1977 


THU 

0"k Rise 6.11, Set 6.49 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film (RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary (Nlk6.30p 


FRI 

^Rise 6.12, Set 6.4 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


SAT 

g Rise 6.12, Set 6.47 

• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
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Rise 6.15, Set 6.41 


11 


Rise 6.16, Set 6.39 


12 


Rise 6.17, Set 6.38 


•Housie(LC) 
©■BBQ(SP) 
#Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.3 Op) 


• Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 


• SDA service 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 



17 


Rise 6.19, Set 6.33 


18 


Rise 6.20, Set 6.32 


19 


Rise 6.21, Set 6.30 


s-i’ousle(LC) 

SEQ(SP) 

S»Film(RSL8. OOp) 
c?Rotary(Nlk6. 3 Op) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open nighpPds) 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 


24 


Rise 6.23, Set 6.24 


25 


Rise 6.24, Set 6.23 


26 


Rise 6.25, Set 6.22 


•HousiefLC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6. 30p) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 


•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 
set -Sunset 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 
BC - Bowling Club 
BCP - Bicentennial Park 
BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Building 

MC - Methodist Church 

Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairner* Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL - R. S. L. Club 

Scl - N.I. School 

SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP - South Pacific 
StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 
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Rise 6.28, Set 6.15 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

• Film(8. OORSL) 
•Rotary (6.30Nlk) 


MORE HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN MARCH 

March 19, 1790: "Sirius” driven onto reef 
March 23, 1790: "Sirius", having been stripped, 
breaks up on the reef. 

March 24, 1790: Norfolk Island population 498 
March 30, 1914; Order in Council hands Norfolk 
to the Commonwealth of Australia 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



NORFOLK World News 7.30, 8, 8.30, 12.30, 1, 2, 2.30, 3, 3.30 

RADIO Local News 7.40, 8.40, 10, 12, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Light Music/Pop 

8. 30 Country & Western 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows/ 

Films 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

11.30 Band Call 

12.05 Ticker, tape&phone 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 

4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Sentimental Jour¬ 

ney - Jazz Evening 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 

8. 00 Feature artist- 

Louis Armstrong 


8.30 Bruce's Beat 

9. 00 Jazz show 

10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 How the West was sung 

10. 05 Tale of two cities 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 

Hospital Prog. 

12.06 World Affairs. 

2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.l. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com¬ 
edy, Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Toff & Runaway bride 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S.D. A. program 


4-6.30 Shut Down 

6.30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re- 
broadcast) 

8. 00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9.30 Close 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 
10.05 The "Who" Story 

(pop music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Musical Hits from 
Germany/Netherlands 
12.05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 
Music, includes 
Aust. News in 
Brief. PM with 
Hugh Evans 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 
11.00 Top of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 
1. 00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4. 00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 

6. 05 Simon & G'f'nkle 

6.30 Comedy 

7. 00 Rowdy's Roundup of 

Sports Events both 
Local & Overseas 
7.10 Movin' Music 

8. 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

3. 00 For your entertainment 
6. 30 "Riley's Roundup" 
—including local and 
international sports 


FLIGHTS 

SYDNEY 

AUCKLAND 

• 

EAST-WEST AIRLINES 

AIR NEW ZEALAND 

RE -CONFIRM 

24 HRS AHEAD 

Tues. 1/3 to Thurs. 3/3 

DAILY except Tuesday 

• 

CHECK WITH THE 

Sat. 5/3 

Arrive 1.25pm, Dep.2.20pm 

Arr. 10.30prn Dep. 12.15pm 

AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
EAST-WEST 2195 

AIR NZ 2195 

N.l.A. 2328 

(No flight Fri. 4/3) 

Sun. 6/3 to Thurs. 31/3 
Arrive 2.25pm, Dep. 3.15pm 

NO TUESDAY FLIGHTS 



BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Pep. Arr, 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2.30* 

Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 8.30 5.15 

Saturday 8.30 5.30* 

Sunday 8.30* 5.15 

indicates call at Lord Howe Is. 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND P AI NT INGS. . . W EA VIN GS. .. LO V E L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OP THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 












Minolta presents 
“The New Time Movies 


XL-660 SOUND 


Compact and light weight XL-Sound 
cameras easy to handle even in low 
light conditions. 


Highly responsive TTA and 
servomotor-driven EE system to 
provide correct exposure at all times. 


XL-225 SOUND 


Information-center viewfinder lets you 
concentrate on filming. 


CAME RA LI N ES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPhIC STORE 








S.A. AU CAPITAL DE 37,890,000 C.F.P. 


THE FOLLOWING SHIPPING SERVICES 
ARE NOW BEING OPERATED BY C.C.C. 
FROM SYDNEY AND AUCKLAND 


FROM SYDNEY 

THE RECOMMISSIONING OF THE VESSEL N, V. ILE DE LUMIERE 
HAS BEEN DELAYED UNTIL SOME TIME LATER THIS MONTH. 

THE M.V. A ID A N WILL SUBSTITUTE FOR THE EARLY MARCH 
SAILING IN C.C.C.'S FOUR WEEKLY SERVICE FROM SYDNEY- 
LORD HOWE - NORFOLK ISLAND - PORT VILLA - S A NTO - S YD N E Y 
p |. p AfTMTQ IM QVTMCV HETHERINGTON KINGSBURY PTY. LTD. 

u.u.O* AuLNIo IN oTJriLT 37 pitt street telephone 27 . i67i 


FROM NEWZEALANO 


C.C.C. OPERATES A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE FROM AUCKLAND 
AND TAURONGA WITH THE M.V. CAPITAINE COOK. 


C.C.C. A6ENTS IN AUCKLAND 


SOFRANE UNILINES 
42 CUSTOMS STREET 


TELEPHONE 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


TELEPHONE 2131 (KEN) 


2018 (GEOFF) 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUft OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers'to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Proud's; "Omega watches”. 
Cameralines: "The Olympus OM-2 
SLR camera, at our low price, is an 
outstanding example of value. " 
Miltons; "Vivitar Point-n-shoot 
pocket cameras with built-in flash, 
from $36. 95; and the Topcon IC-1 
electronic automatic SLR camera, 
with a full range of interchangeable 
lenses also available, for $145." 

The Norfolk Trader; "The Braun 
Synchron-plus electric shaver for 
only $31.50 - almost 40“5fc less than 
recommended Aust. list price." 

The Trading Post; "We have same- 


CASIO. . . REMINGTON 
CASA KUI. . . INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL DUTY-FREE. . 
THE TRADING POST. . 
NORFOLK TRADER. . . 
MILTONS. . . CAMERA ¬ 
LINES. . . PROUD'S. . . 

day mainland newspapers five eve¬ 
nings a week, planes permitting. ” 
International Duty-Free; "Olympic 
fishing tackle, and inflatable boats, 
pools and wigwams from Italy." 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
Kamak Trading : "Casio, the big 
calculator company, have just in¬ 
troduced Casiotron electronic watch¬ 
es. They are on sale at Pacific 
Hire Cars, from just $75. ’’ 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
PeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 
Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 

PLEASE 

THERE AREN'T MANY signs saying 
"Don't..." on Norfolk Island. 

And there are even fewer policemen. 

But it will make you even more wel¬ 
come if you bear in mind a few points; 

• When the weather has been dry for 


■CB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

■SB 

S 


ACROSS 

I. Aircraft 
r.iaiufacture 

5. Engine rod 

6 . Close 

8 . In the past 

9. Stewardess 

10. Baggage label 

II. Request 

12. The workers 
15. Estimated time 


DOWN 

1. Journeys 

2. These also fly 

3. Age 

4. Common to birds 

and planes 

6 . The 'new firm' 

7. Aircraft corporation 
11. Pertaining to flight 

13. Speed 

14. Liquid refresh¬ 
ment facility 


a long time, please drive s-l-o-w-l-y 
down dirt roads. Even at 20 mph you 
can throw up a thick trail of dust. 

That may not worry you, but what it 
does to clean washing, hanging on a 
line behind a hedge, is heartbreaking 
to a housewife. 

• If you are a spearfisherman, find 
a boat to take you out past die reef. 
Spearguns aren't allowed inside the reef 

•When the weather is wet, please be¬ 
lieve signs saying "Road Impassable 
When Wet". If you drive ahead, you'll 
rip up the road surface for the future, 
and may well have a long, muddy walk 
to get someone to tow you out. 
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Points Shoot.' 
Onlyby Vivitai. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narhe has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’n Shoot camera. 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 
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Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Giarcging the world's 
standaraof accuracy. 

TheSeikoQuartzCollectionencompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one secona per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 




MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 
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I"1 ■TOANSCRIPT 

l ® I I continued 

his best but was able to get through 
only to a secretary in Sen. Withers' 
Perth office. The Council cable had 
never reached him. She undertook 
to relay the message, which the Ad¬ 
ministrator dictated. 

A reply finally came at 4pm, and 
the Administrator adjourned the 
Council meeting briefly to go to 
his office to take the call. It was 
from Canberra, not Perth. 

Three-and-a-half minutes later 
the Administrator was back up in 
the Council Chamber, talking with 
a ring of the Councillors over at 
one side of the Chamber. He seem¬ 
ed tense and concerned. Cr. Blu- 
cher questioned him twice. Then 
the meeting resumed. 

After reviewing the cables and some 
of the events told above, the Admini¬ 
strator announced what he had just 
been told by the Department: 

"Gentlemen, I withdrew from 
the Council Chambers a few min¬ 
utes ago to take a telephone call 
from the Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices who said that my message 
had been conveyed to the Minis¬ 
ter in some town in West Australia, 
and that he had telephoned the Dep¬ 
uty-Secretary . Mr. Palmer. 

"The Minister asked Mr. Palmer 
to ring me and to pass on to Council 
that he now had the cable. He con¬ 
sidered it was a complicated issue 
and he felt he couldn't give an an¬ 
swer today. 

"He thought it might possibly not 
be only a matter for his own determ¬ 
ination, but that he would look at it 
and that he would send you an answer 
very shortly." 

Cr. Blucher: "I think it only fair at 
this stage to endeavour to explain 
to the people who are listening the 
lead-up and the reasons behind the 
call for a referendum. 

"It will be recalled that on Nov¬ 
ember 25th meeting of Council a 
resolution was passed by Council to 
call for a referendum. 

"The question of a referendum 
was rejected, or attempts were 
made to block such a referendum. 

"However, the question of a 
referendum has always remained 
uppermost in the minds of Councill¬ 
ors as a fundamental and democrat¬ 
ic form of confirming Council and 


electors' views on the Report ind 
its recommendations. 

"Council has had further time 
to reflect more deeply on the 
necessity or otherwise of the need 
for such a referendum and with that 
in mind, together with electors' 
opinions expressed in the last few 
weeks, Council's conclusions are 
now confirmed. 

"Council has also given much 
thought to the telephone reply to 
Council’s resolution of 12th January 
inviting the Minister to visit Nor¬ 
folk Island for across-the-table dis¬ 
cussions on the Report's recommenda- 

"Therefore, with all those factors 
weighing heavily together, with 
proposed major changes so important 
to this Island's welfare. Council is 
of the very strong opinion that the 
people cf this Island are the only 
ones to decide what their future 
should be. 

"Council, at its closed session 
meeting last Wednesday, adopted 
by resolution the motion that the 
Chairman has just read out. 

"At the close of the resolution 
in which Council once again asked 
the Minister if he would call a 
referendum, there was mention of 
the United Nations. 

"Council's many discussions in 
recent weeks have, for obvious rea¬ 
sons, been in closed session and we 
have not been able to keep the resi¬ 
dents of this Island up-to-date on 
our deliberations. 

"I wish to take a few minutes of 
this opportunity in a meeting being 
broadcast to the people and assure 
everyone about what Councillors 
have been thinking with respect to 
the United Nations. 

"Very early in discussions on the 
Report by Sir John Nimmo, and 
from late November, it was obvious 
to most Councillors the changes 
recommended by Sir John Nimmo 
would have such wide effects on 
Norfolk Island's future, the only 
way Council could be certain of 
what people really wanted was to 
hold a referendum. 

"We asked for a referendum and 
were refused. 

"We were also informed that a 
referendum called by the electors 
was not possible under the Ordin¬ 
ance. 

"Lastly, we called again for a 
referendum to be approved by the 
Minister on a question we believe 
puts the main Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions in a fair and balanced way. 

"Unfortunately that cable we sent 
last week did not find its way to the 
Minister. For what reason, I would 


not wish to imagine at this point. 

"The question on the Island to¬ 
day is how should the Island's form 
of government be improved. 

"Clearly, we cannot remain as 
we have been in die past, although 
some might like this best of all. 

"We have to develop in some di¬ 
rection. 

"United Nations have given a lot 
of thought to ways in which a non- 
self-governing territory should de¬ 
velop so far as his government is 
concerned. 

“There are three ways in which 
we can develop. It is interesting 
to note that these three directions 
are very similar to the three choices 
proposed by Cedric Hampson Q. C. 
in his long summing up address to 
the Royal Commission. 

"He suggested that if any doubt 
what residents actually wanted was 
evident, those wishes be determined 
by a referendum. 

"The three directions we could 
devebp in are-.- 

- Firstly, complete integration 
into Australia's system, political 
and otherwise. 

- Secondly, toward having our 
own territorial self-government, 
with continued close association 
with Australia. 

- Thirdly, toward complete in¬ 
depence. 

"I think we could dispense with 
that third choice and delete it com¬ 
pletely from our thinking. 

"According to the United Nations 
principles, a non-self-governing 
territory should develop in one of 
those three directions. 

"The choice of such direction 
should be made endrel y by the 
people living in that territory. The 
choice should not be imposed on 
them by their parent country. . 

"It is reassuring to know that Aust¬ 
ralia has supported those principles 
and that they apply, I understand, in 
the Cocos Islands which is also a 
territory of Australia. 

"However. Australia has said that 
these principles do not apply to Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"This Council has asked why the 
same principles do not apply here 
and have never been able to get a 
clear answer. 

"We have recently been able to 
find out what Australia's reasons 
are for saying those principles do 
not apply. 

"They are found in a published 
report of the Senate's Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Defense and Foreign Affairs 
issued over a year ago entitled 
'United Nations Involvement with 
Australia's Territories'. 
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"There are nine factors men¬ 
tioned in the Report and says: 

’These factors militate against 

even the possibility of United 

Nations involvement in Nor¬ 
folk Island. ’ 

"It came as a shock to me to 
learn that only two of those factors 
are quite correct - - the remaining 
seven are either misleading or mis¬ 
taken, and I'm sure it would be 
quite a surprise to the Australian 
Government to learn of those. 

"Sir, I am certain I can and 
Council can substantiate these find¬ 
ings at the appropriate time. 

"Perhaps at our next meeting 
a paper can be prepared on those 
nine factors which, when corrected, 
shows quite clearly that we may 
call on the United Nations on the 
principle suppoued by the Austral¬ 
ian Government for non-self- 
governing territories such as Norfolk 
Island, in that they could or should 
apply. 

"I want to be very clear in assur¬ 
ing the people of this Island that 
the members of this Council are 
interested in only one thing and 
that is making sure that the resi¬ 
dents of Norfolk Island have the 
right to vote in a referendum before 
any major change is made in the 
government of this island. 

"That is all that is involved with 
the United Nations request. 

"Hopefully. Australia will agree 
that this is not an unreasonable re¬ 
quest and will take the necessary 
steps to see that die Island residents 
get the same benefit of at least 
the same principles that Australia 
supports and applies to its other 
territories. 

"The members of Council have 
simply written to the appropriate 
Committee of the United Nations 
which is considering questions like 
ours all the time. 

"It is a normal routine with no 
suggestion of provocation whatever 
by this Council. 

’That, sir, I believe explains the 
reasons behind and the reasons lead¬ 
ing up on a number of occasions by 
the Council to really determine 
what the people of this Island want 
to do with their future. 

"I take the opportunity of just 
saying briefly, sir, that I am ex¬ 
tremely disappointed in the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices for not advising the Minister 
on receipt of die cable that Coun¬ 
cil sent to them almost a week 
ago. 

"I would like to move that Coun¬ 
cil adjourn at this point to deliberate 
on the reply by telephone which you 


have iust received from the Minis¬ 
ter. ” 

Chairman: "Cr. Blucher, would 
you just clarify at the close of 
your remarks -- I think you indica¬ 
ted that Council had already 
approached the United Nations. Is 
that what you said?" 

Cr. Blucher; "That’s right. I'll 
read what 1 did say - 'that mem¬ 
bers of Council have simply writ¬ 
ten to the appropriate committee 
of the United Nations which is con¬ 
sidering questions like ours all the 
time. ] " 

Chairman:"A letter has been sent?” 
Cr. Blucher: "A letter has been writ¬ 
ten. " 

Chairman: "Written, but not sent?" 
Cr. Blucher: "No. ’’ 

Chairman: "I see. Shall we adjourn 
for five or six minutes. Adjourn¬ 
ment, gentlemen. ” 

THE ADJOURNMENT lasted about 
20 minutes. The Administrator of¬ 
fered the elected Councillors the 
use of his office. Realising that the 
Councillors had written the U. N. 
letter as individuals, he left them 
to consider, as a group of individu¬ 
als, their reaction to Canberra's 
reply. He remained in the Council 
Chamber most of the time the elect¬ 
ed members were out. The meeting 
resumed at 4.20, Cr. Blucher taking 
the lead: 

Cr. Blucher: "In view of replies by 
telephone today from the Minister 
to the Department for transfer to 
Council, Council is of the opinion 
that a reply to our cable of 2nd 
February would and should have 
been acknowledged at least by 
this point. 

Tve tabled a letter referred to 
in my previous statements. It is 
addressed to The Chairman of the 
Committee of Twenty-Four on De¬ 
colonisation at the United Nations, 
with copies to the Secretary- 
General, and the Minister. 

"I move that these be tabled 
and the letter be forwarded. 

'Sir, I move that the letter be 
tabled and accepted by Council.” 
Chairman:"What are you tabling - 
the letter you've given to me?" 

Cr. Blucher:"Yes, Mr. Chairman." 
Chairman:"Seconded by... Cr. Mc¬ 
Intyre, was it?... Cr. Smith. Any 
discussion?" 

Cr. Blucher;"I have no discussion on 
the matter, Mr. Chairman. 

"I’d just like to express once more 
to the people of this Island that this 
Council has but one thing in mind 
and that is to have the voice of the 


people expressed in the form of a 
referendum, which has been refused 
us at this point. 

"This leaves Council with no al¬ 
ternative but to .adhere to the pro¬ 
posal that we mentioned to the Min¬ 
ister nearly one week ago, sir. 

"I don’t wish to discuss the matter 
any further." 

Chairman;”As to these two papers, 

I will certainly not forward this 
paper to this party. I understand 
this is what you're asking me to do?" 
Cr. Blucher:"No sir. ” 
Chairman:"You've done it your¬ 
selves --” 

Cr. Blucher:"It is my duty to forward 
this." 

Chairman:"I see. You’re doing that 
yourself." 

Cr. Blucher;T’m tabling you a copy 
and a copy for the Minister." 
Chairman: "So you've got another 
copy that you’ll post off yourself." 

Cr. Blucher:"That's right. ” 

Chairman;"Well, I'll convey one copy 
to die Minister and I’ll read this long- 
ish document - which obviously has 
been under preparation for quite some 
time - away from this Council. 

"I add that I regret very much that 
you’ve seen fit to take this step. 

. .Is there any further discussion? 

... Those in favour -- all elected 
Councillors in favour -- Chairman ab¬ 
stains. The motion is carried." 

CR. BLUCHER carried the original let¬ 
ter addressed to Ambassador Salim Sa¬ 
lim of Tanzania, and a letter to the 
Secretary-General of the U.N.. 
home with him that night. The next 
morning, when the Post Office open¬ 
ed he was there. He registered the 
letters, made sure they had enough 
stamps to go airmail and special d> - 
livery, and put them into the post. 


"NORFOLK LIVING" popular features 
had to be left out this issue because of 
space devoted to Special Supplement. 


ANSWER TO "NORFOLK CROSSWORD" 
appearing in "Island Handbook" in 
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As I wrote to you last montjt it 
was raining; it hadn’t rained again 
since that day until yesterday when 
it started during the night and then 
rained all day. What a glorious 
sound on the roof, knowing that at 
last the tank was beginning to fill 
up again. It hasn't been so dry for 
such a long;period, since we've been 
living on the Island anyway. Many, 
many families have had to buy wa¬ 
ter on a regular basis, the poor 
cattle are extremely thin as the hills 
are just brown and bare of feed. But 
it doesn't take long for the grass to 
turn green. This morning every¬ 
where is bright and sparkling - our 
driveway is even muddy! It isn't 
until one has to rely on rainwater for 
all household uses that one learns 
to really appreciate the rain. 

A sport which 1 believe has become 
very popular world-wide is proving 
most popular here on Norfolk too. 

At about 4 p. m. on Sunday afternoons 
a large crowd of both men and wom¬ 
en, very young, young and young at 
heart gather to enjoy a game of soft¬ 


ball. There are two ladies' teams, 
with almost enough for a third team, 
and two men’s teams. The first 
half-hour or so is spent with mixed 
teams of both the men and women. 
Then they split and the women play 
their competition game whilst the 
men have their game. There's a 
great deal of hilarity especially com¬ 
ing from the men's direction. Act¬ 
ually it's sometimes difficult when 
fielding to concentrate on one’s own 
game without trying to watch the 
men as well. Brian Everett certain¬ 
ly looks as though he's played before. 
His pitching is terrific and very fast 
too. Other faces among the men I’ve 
recognized include Michael Prentice, 
Rod Buffett Nicky Quintal, Neville 
Parler, Terry Matthews and David 
Sanders. The women are very keen 
too and are becoming more so, I 
think, as they learn the rules. Last 
Sunday the two women's teams play¬ 
ed two teams from the visiting Char¬ 
ity Queens, girls who came from all 
different parts of New South Wales 
and who were all enjoying their stay 


here on the Island. The highlight of 
the afternoon came after the women’s 
games were over when Shane Quintal 
took Zena Heins for a "bum" on his 
motor bike bumping over the common 
and straight up a steep hill. I was 
quite pleased to be safely on the 
ground and not Zena on that bike. 

She looked as though she was thor¬ 
oughly enjoying it but I bet she was 
grimly holding on to Shane! A most 
enjoyable afternoon spent in ideal 
surroundings down on the common in 
Watermill Valley. 

Mr. Eric Williams, the new Norfolk 
Island dentist, gave a most interesting 
talk at the recent P & C 4 Association 
meeting at the school. Mr. Williams 
hopes to set up a once-a-term "Brush- 
In” at the school to help the fight a- 
gainst tooth decay. The "Brush-In" 
should only take a short time, and 
each child will be shown how to clean 
his teeth (correctly) and to treat his 
teeth with stannous fluoride. The 
children here are fortunate in having 
a dentist so interested in protecting 
their teeth against decay. (Already 
the children receive fluoride tablets 
and dental facilities free of charge.) 
We wish Mr. Williams success in his 
project. Gosh, he could do himself 
out of a job! 

It's a real pity that more parents 
don't make the effort to attend the 



SOFT LIGHTS' 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT.' 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE., 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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P & C meetings. It's one way of know¬ 
ing exactly what goes on in the school. 
There are decisions to be made at the 
meetings, and explanations given, of 
newest teaching aids and methods. If 
you are the parent of a child attend¬ 
ing the N. I. Central School, how 
about coming along to the March meet¬ 
ing of the Association? Your child 
will be happy knowing that you take 
an interest in his school. And you 
will feel happy knowing what's going 
on, too. 

This month sees the completion of 
the Qantas air service to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and and I've a feeling there are lots 
of people here who will be very sad. 

No longer shall we hear the familiar 
drone of the reliable old DC4 aircraft 
around the Island's skies. Qantas be¬ 
gan their service between Sydney and 
Norfolk on October 14, 1947 with die 
Lancastrian aircraft. The DC4 ser¬ 
vice commenced in June 1949. So, 
after 27 years of service, it's little 
wonder we are so sentimental. Al¬ 
ready one of the new Fokker F27-500 
aircraft of the East-West airline has 
been in on a 'proving' flight, and 
practised landing and take-offs. 

They look very streamlined, and 
from all reports the interior of the 
F27-500 is very nice. As I'm writ¬ 


ing this 1 can see the plane in the 
air as it takes Island residents on a 
courtesy trip around the Island. I 
believe there were 8 lucky school- 
children who were taken for a flight 
this afternoon. Who knows -- may¬ 
be 27 years hence we shall feel all 
sentimental about them ! 

In recent years the local branch 
of the Lions Club has held a MONSTER 
raffle to raise funds toward their spe¬ 
cial project. For the past few years 
they have raffled a car - a very pop¬ 
ular prize - and tickets have sold 
really quickly. But this year the 
raffle is for a trip for two - for 18 
glorious days - seeing Auckland, Ta¬ 
hiti, San Franciso, Disneyland, Los 
Angeles, Honolulu, and back to 
Auckland and Norfolk Island PLUS 
$500 spending money. Wouldn't it 
be fabulous to see all those places? 

But if the winner did not want to 
make the trip, he could take $2, 500 
in cash. This year's raffle is to 
raise funds towards the 6th Grade 
School Tour and towards the purchase 
of blood testing equipment for the 
hospital. You will have to wait till 
April 23 to know who the lucky win¬ 
ner is. The winning number will 
be drawn on the 23rd at Rawson Hall. 

Another fund-raising activity to 


which we can look forward next 
month is the "Marlboro Classic Mile” 
which is being organised by the Ro¬ 
tary Club and will take place on 
Saturday, 12th March. Funds raised 
will go towards the Wives & Mothers' 
Club's new Playcentre and Ciubrooms. 
The Club is hoping that the new 
Playcentre will be finished and ready 
for occupation at the beginning of 
second term. It will be built on a 
section of land in Middlegate Road 
opposite Duncombe Bay Garage. 

The "Marlboro Classic Mile" is a 
wheelbarrow race. A Calcutta 
Sweep will be held prior to the 
race in the afternoon. The race is 
to commence at Channer’s Corner 
(I think). The "pushers" pickup 
their passengers at the ABC Hobby 
Shop and then race on to Rawson Hall. 
A monster barbecue will be held in 
the grounds of Rawson Hall at the 
conclusion of the race. Should be 
a most enjoyable afternoon. 

Cheerio! --- 



‘ELVA’S ’ 



I S LAN D -OW NE D 


Our specialty Is plenty of good island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 


Mon.. Tues.. Frl. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

Thursday our special "Baked Dinner Island Style" 
with all of the trimmings. A feast - $8 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Saorqas- 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for fc 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotoboes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 



Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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The mouse that roared 
a request to the UN 


Australia's own 

‘Mouse'that Roared’ — 
roared by writing to the 
United Nations Tor help 
in its battle with the 
Australian Government 


Front a Special Correspondent 
Norfolk Island 


orfolk plea to 


UN over future 






































NORFOLK ISLAND 


Welfare services 

are not the only thing 
that need upgrading, but 
they are the most 
emotional issue. 

Some of the gloomier 
locals say that once 
unemployment benefits arrive 
the islanders will all go on the 
dole; but all admit that there 
are areas of real need, and it 
seems the only way to cover 
them, short of a full 
acceptance of the Nimmo 
Report, is by a greater degree 
of self-help. 

Self-sufficiency and local 
pride are the key to the islanders' 
response to Mr Justice Nimmo. 
They reject the notion that 
economic and legal arguments 
are what it is all about. There is, 

established' on Norfolk Island 
that is infinitely precious and 
that would be seriously disturbed 

b 'Mr P hfcM t |Ulen, the manager 
of one of the hotels, describes 
Norfolk Island in Alvin Toiler's 


In defence of an 
‘infinitely precious’ 
way of life 

From a Special Correspondent 


first, published yesterday, examined the situation which 
led the Norfolk Island Council to send a letter to the 
UN appealing for support against being incorporated into 
Australia without prior reference to the islanders by way 


natural". Outsiders, the islanders they are, for 
believe, can rarely appreciate as a local 
this quality, though -" " 


irthe magicofNorWkwil! ' 
































































The Historic Rights of the Pitcairn 
Settlers on Norfolk Island in 1856 

A NEW INTERPRETATION TURNS 120 YEARS 
OF ACCEPTED HISTORY UPSIDE-DOWN 


EDITOR OF THE NEWS ©COPYRIGHT 1977 


BY ED HOWARD, 

FOR 120 YEARS the Pitcairn settlers 
on Norfolk Island, and their descen¬ 
dants, have known that basic rights 
were granted to them in 1856- a 
right for them as a community to 
live by themselves... a right to gov¬ 
ern themselves as they thought best, 
with advice from time to time from 
the British Government... a right to 
use all of Norfolk Island, except per¬ 
haps for a few reasonable properties 
reserved to the Crown, in whatever 
way they thought best... a right to 
accept new settlers if they wanted 
to, or to keep new settlers out if 
they wanted to. 

For almost all of those 120 years, 
the Pitcairn settlers and their de¬ 
scendants have been told again and 
again by authorities outside the Isl¬ 
and that their historic rights were 
just a misunderstanding. The first 
of these authorities was Gev. Will¬ 
iam Denison. Soon after their re¬ 
settlement on Norfolk be began im¬ 
posing laws the settlers did not want, 
concerning the ownership and use of 
land on the Island. The Islanders 
were told they had no choice in the 
matter; die Governor governed, not 
the people of the Island. 

The latest of the authorities has 
been Sir John Nimmo, whose Royal 
Commission Report states that there 
is no legal foundation for the histor¬ 
ic rights whatever. 


He proposes that Norfolk Island 
should now be integrated into the 
Commonwealth. If his recommenda¬ 
tions are accepted by Australia - and 
Australia seems unshakable in its de¬ 
termination to implement the Nimmo 
Report - it will be the final extinc¬ 
tion of the historic rights. They will 
legally be extinguished, for all time. 

Through the 120 years since 1856, 
the descendants of the Pitcairn sett¬ 
lers have learned, one generation 
passing its knowledge on to the foll¬ 
owing generation, that the rights 
were real, and that they have been 
unjustly abused and taken away. 

"Whenever such a claim has been 
advanced between 1856 and the 
present, it has been refuted, " says 
Sir John Nimmo in his Report. But 
the belief of the Islanders has per¬ 
sisted. 

I have become convinced that 
the belief has persisted because it is 
true. 

I have become convinced that 
from Gov. Denison all the way down 
to Sir John Nimmo, men in positions 
of authority have wanted to show that 
the historic rights were non-existent 
because those men wanted to make 
changes in Norfolk Island that the 
people of the Island did not want 
made - changes that would be im¬ 
possible if the historic rights were 
honoured. 


I have become convinced that 
the Islanders* persistence of belief, 
in the face of disdain and refutation 
from persons of education and author¬ 
ity is a monument to the power of 
truth to endure. 

And I have become convinced that 
the Governors, judges, Royal Com¬ 
missioners, historians, writers and 
investigators who seem to have lock¬ 
ed arms over the years, pushing aside 
the historic rights, will one day be 
regarded by history as a parade of 
persons who gravely misused their 
powers over one particular small 
race. 

I think they could well have seen 
that the historic rights were real, if 
they had wanted to see. 1 believe 
they were blinded by one common 
fault; they all thought that they 
were superior to the Islanders, and 
that they had some inate authority 
to carry out their own plans even 
though the rights of the Islanders 
were abused in the process. 

I do not know whether the actions 
of these authorities were illegal - 
though I feel certain that they were, 
in some cases. I do not know yet 
whether some of the historic rights 
still exist, and should at last be 
honoured - though I believe that may 
be possible. Time has been too short, 
my training and abilities have been 
inadequate, and historical records 


Affidavit EDWARD DAVENPORT HOWARD, OF COLLINS HEAD, NORFOLK ISLAND. DO HEREBY 
«l llUCIVIt SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF THE HISTORI¬ 
CAL AND OTHER FACTS IN THE ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE MARKED "A" WITH PAGES 
NUMBERED SI TO S6 ARE TRUE, THAT THE CONCLUSIONS DRAWN FROM THOSE FACTS 
ARE FAIR AND REASONABLE, AND THAT THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS ON NORFOLK ISLAND 
IN 1856 WERE GIVEN THE RIGHT TO OWN OR HAVE PUBLIC USE OF ALL OF NORFOLK 
ISLAND EXCEPT FOR THREE BUILDINGS AND 700 ACRES OF LAND. AND THE RIGHT TO 
CONTINUE GOVERNING THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO THEIR OWN LAWS AND USAGES, 
(sgd.) Edward Davenport Howard Sworn before me at Norfolk Island this 22nd day of 
February, 1977.... (sgd.) C. 1. Buffett J. P. 
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available to me have been imperfect. 

But I believe I can demonstrate 
that the historic rights were granted, 
and that they were real for at least 
40 years. 

At this point in my hunt for the 
historic rights, I can present only frag¬ 
ments of fact, and a theory. 

Examine them, reflect on them, 
and see what they tell you. 


BOV.' COULD SO MANY persons in 
responsible positions, over 120 years, 
possibly have been mistaken about 
die historic limits? 

I think there are understandable rea¬ 
sons. 

The most important reason, up into 
the early 1900s, pew out of die cir¬ 
cumstances in which the rights be¬ 
came at issue. There was a repeat¬ 
ing pattern of events. 

In this pattern, a Governor or other 
authority based In New South Wales 
would propose some change on Norfolk 
that was not wanted by the Islanders. 
On hearing of the proposed change, 
the people on Norfolk would object, 
and state that they had been panted 
rights that allowed them to reject 
the proposal. 

This challenged the authority of 
the Governor or other person in 
power, who reacted in a predict¬ 
able way: he set out to demonstrate 
that the Pitcairn settlers, or their 
descendants, bad r.o such right as 
they claimed. He might, as part 
of this self-defense, ask the people 
on Norfolk to present proof of their 
rights: Where is your document? 

The Island families could never 
find "the document". The man in 
authority would proceed with his 
plans. The Islanders were obvious¬ 
ly, to the eyes of their "rulers" in 
New South Wales, a cheeky lot -- 
people v;ho couldn't get an old mis¬ 
understanding out of their heads. 

So the Norfolk legend of "The 
Missing Document" began to grow. 

At one era or another, the legend 
was different. For a time "The 
Missing Document” was thought to 
have been a letter Gov. Denison 
had sent to the people before they 
left Pitcairn’s - a letter that they 
showed him, in 1857 perhaps, and 
which he "calmly took possession of, 
saying circumstances had changed. 

For a long while The Missing Docu¬ 
ment " was thought to have been a 
letter from Captain Fremantle. But 
when It was found, after having been 
misting for over 100 years, it didn't 
seem to pant any permanent rights 
at all. 

People on the bland today re¬ 
member from their childhood a very 
Important document that used to 


hang on the wau. alongside a por¬ 
trait of Queen Victoria. Could that 
have been it? What became of The 
Missing Document? 

There are other credible reasons 
why the authorities again and again 
waved aside the idea that the Nor¬ 
folk people bad any special rights. 

From the beginning, the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were different from other people. 
They were partly British, partly 
Polynesian. They had evolved 
through a story-book history of mu¬ 
tiny violence, religious devout¬ 
ness and finally gentle communal- 
ity. They lived apart from a world 
of ambition, sen-advancement, ex¬ 
ploitation and werk-v; ...hip. They 
were not Interested in tilling more 
crops than they needed - an attitude 
that seemed, to Victorian Governors, 
very idle indeed. In some eras their 
sexual mores seemed offensive to 
stiff-necked outsiders; but one must 
remember that those were the days 
when piano legs were given little 
pantaloons, in the drawing rooms 
of "proper" homes oversea;, be¬ 
cause a naked leg, even a piano leg, 
might inflame heathen passions. One 
must also note that the proportion of 
children born cut of wedlock on Nor¬ 
folk was very little different from that 
in other countries, despite the way 
visiting inquirers threw up their arms 
in priggish homr. 

But the Norfolk people were indeed 
different, and to autocratic rulers 
anyone who Is ciuercnt must, on the 
face of things, be wrong. The Nor¬ 
folk way of life was not acceptable 
to such rulers. It hao to be changed, 
and notions of special rights had to be 
set aside. 

After several geieia'ions of con¬ 
flict over the histoiic rights, a further 
reason began to develop for saying 
that the rights must be merely a myth: 
the great and the honourable had said, 
over and over again, that they were 
non-existent. And so the position 
of the establishment had to be main¬ 
tained. A writer, considering the 
question of the historic rights, was in¬ 
clined to support the establishment's 
traditions if he or she wished to win 
approval from the establishment. 


LET US NOW TRY to re-construct 
some history. Let us go back to the 
mid-19th century end exemine sev¬ 
eral elements in the circumstances 
that led to tile idea that the Pitcairn 
settlers had special rights. Let us con¬ 
sider the people on Pitcairn's; the 
British Government of the time; and 
Governor William Denison. 


BEGINNING WITH THE FIRST GENERA¬ 
TION of people born on Pitcairn's 
Island they were free and self-govern¬ 
ing. Some of their fathers had mu¬ 
tinied against Bligh; but. except as we 
are all heir to the shortcomings of hu¬ 
man beings, the sins of the father 
were not visited on the son. 

Pitcairn's was uninhabited and al¬ 
most unknown in 1790, when the 
Bounty arrived. It was there for the 
taking, and it became the Pitcairners' 
through their settlement.. 

They governed themselves without 
any written constitution, and without 
affiliation with any nation, for 48 
years. 

In 1838, the Island was visited by 
Russell Elliott, commander of H. M. S. 
Fly. The Pitcairners expressed a 
wish to be regarded as part of the 
British Empire, and to have a broad¬ 
er code of laws. Commander Ell¬ 
iott wrote out a set of laws for them 
to follow in their self-government 
11 is now considered tiiat Pitcairn's 
Island became a Crown Colony on 
that day. 

During the recent Royal Commi¬ 
ssion hearings, the Pitcairn laws 
seem to have received short shrift, 
as being mainly concerned with hogs, 
cats and the public anvil. But one 
of the luminaries of Pacific history, 
H.E. Maude, did not regard them so; 
he describes them as being Pitcairn's 
Magna Charta. 

It was the first time that women's 
suffrage was written into any British 
constitution, and the first time com¬ 
pulsory education was written into 
any British laws, anywhere. 

The Pitcairn community came to 
the notice of many people in England, 
who were entranced by reports of the 
remarkable way in which John Adams, 
with the Bounty bible, had helped 
create a society of goodness and 
happiness. 

Walter Brodie wrote a book about 
the Pitcairners, and it helped en¬ 
gender tiie Pitcairn Fund, to buy 
medicines and other needs for the 
Islanders. A year after Brodie's 
book in 1852, George Hunn Nobbs 
arrived in England and was able to 
talk widely about Pitcairn's. His 
lectures raised nearly £1, 000 for the 
fund. The year after. Rev. Thomas 
Murray's book on Pitcairn's appeared; 
it sold 30, 000. copies over the next 
seven years, a best-seller of its time. 

In the early 1850s the Pitcairners 
began wondering whether their Island 
was large enough to support their 
growing numbers, and outsiders pick¬ 
ed up their concern. The wish to 
aid the Pitcairners became a minor 
crusade in England. The press of the 
day urged the Government to do 
something. So did religious leaders. 
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who exercised very great political 
power in those times. 

In April 1853, the Pitcairners ask¬ 
ed B. Toup Nicolas, the British Con¬ 
sul responsible for their part of the 
world, if there was any possibility 
of their being able to move to Nor¬ 
folk Island, or to Sunday Island, in 
the Kermadecs. A month later 
George Hunn Nobbs, by then back 
on Pitcairn’s, wrote Admiral Moresby, 
a friend of the Island, asking if he 
could help. 


THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT res¬ 
ponded to the pressures at home, 
and to the romantic nature of the 
Pitcairners' history. It became the 
Government's policy to find a new 
home for the Islanders. 

As it happened, Norfolk Island 
was about to be vacated. It had ac¬ 
quired a most unsavoury reputation 
because of the sordid penal methods 
employed there. It had failed to 
yield spars for the British Navy, or 
flax for its sails, as Captain Cook 
had supposed it might. It had not 
proved to be a productive colony; 

New South Wales and the rest of the 
Australian continent had far out¬ 
stripped it. It was superfluous, and 
in 1846 plans to vacate it were begun. 

Why not, reasoned the British 
Government, let the Pitcairn com¬ 
munity have it? Such an act would 
be benevolent; it would please the 
church and the press; it would cost 
only a few thousand pounds; and 
there seemed to be no other use for 
Norfolk. 

And so the Government commen¬ 
ced taking action. The Secretary of 
State for Colonies wrote to Lt. -Gov. 
Denison in Van Dieman's Land (to 
which Norfolk was attached) asking 
him to report on the suitability of 
Norfolk for the Pitcairners. B. Toup 
Nicolas, Consul in the Pitcairn re¬ 
gion, was authorised to begin dis¬ 
cussions and negotiations with the . 
people of the Island. 


THE PITCAIRNERS were not desti¬ 
tute. They felt that sooner or 
later they would outgrow Pitcairn's, 
and dtat eventually they would need 
to find a new home. But they were 
uneasy about any change. They 
loved their Island, their isolation, 
their freedom to conduct their com¬ 
munity as they saw best. 

They had been moved once be¬ 
fore. The British Government, with¬ 
out consulting them in advance, had 
sent a ship to carry them to Tahiti 
in 1831, and that had been a com¬ 
plete failure. J.J. Spruson, in his 
1884 history of the Islanders, said 


"Ever afterwards, as long as the 
community remained at Pitcairn 
Island, a vague apprehension of the 
recurrence of a like misfortune haun¬ 
ted them. ” 

This time the Pitcairners were 
more cautious, and less prepared to 
accept whatever the British Govern¬ 
ment thought was good for them. 
So-tbey negotiated for assurances 
about just what the Government had 
in mind concerning the proposed 
move to Norfolk Island. 

They asked that Norfolk be ceded 
to them, but the Government said 
that could not be done. The Pit¬ 
cairners probably did not understand 
the legal meanings of the word 
"cede”. The word means to sur¬ 
render - as, for example, France 
surrendered a large area of North 
America to the United States in the 
Louisiana Purchase. A British Col¬ 
ony could not be ceded and remain 
in the Empire. Australia, it might 
be noted, has never been ceded to 
the Australians. 

That was probably why B. Toup 
Nicolas put quotation marks around 
the word when he wrote to the Pit¬ 
cairners saying that cession was not 
possible. "Norfolk Island cannot be 
’ceded' to the Pitcairn Islanders, " 
he wrote. What was being offered 
was that title to land would be 
granted to the different Pitcairn 
families - and that it was not then 
intended to allow any other class 
of settlers to live on Norfolk or hold 
land there. 

Nicolas's letter did not confer any 
rights, of itself. But it appears to 
have been the final written step in 
the negotiations between the Gov¬ 
ernment and the Pitcairners concern¬ 
ing the move. 


IN LAW, enforceable rights flow 
from contracts. If a contract is a 
written one, the rights of the parties 
involved are defined by the word¬ 
ing of the contract document. 

But from time immemorial, most 
contracts have not been written ones. 
An unwritten contract, known in law 
as a "parol” contract, can be every 
bit as real and enforceable as a 
written contract. 

In a parol contract, it is essential 
that "something is given in exchange 
for something". “Something" can 
mean a thing, a right, an action, a 
forbearance of action. Once it is 
clear that there has been a contract, 
the exact terms of the contract are 
determined by examining the actions, 
words and supporting documents of 
die two parties. 

The British Government had de¬ 
cided that it was in the Govern¬ 


ment's interest to get the Pitcairn¬ 
ers to move to Norfolk Island. The 
Pitcairners decided, after negotia¬ 
tions, that the proposal appeared to 
be to their advantage. The Govern¬ 
ment said, in effect, "We will give 
you die right to live on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and if you will agree to move there. 
The Pitcairners accepted the offer. 
They did not know exactly what the 
terms of the offer were - and nei¬ 
ther did the Government. The 
terms were not set out in a single 
written contract. The agreement 
was a parol contract, and its exact 
terms have to be defined by exam¬ 
ining the actions and statements of 
the two parties. 


AND THEREIN LIES the answer to a 
mystery that has anguished die people 
of Norfolk Island since the 1850s; the 
mystery of The Missing Document, 
which the people of Norfolk have for 
generations been unable to produce. 

The document has been missing 
for 120 years because there was no 
document. The contract between 
the Pitcairners and the British Gov¬ 
ernment was a parol contract, not 
a written one. 

The contract was executed at 
about 4 o'clock in the afternoon of 
Saturday, May the third, 1856, at 
the railing of the sailing vessel 
"Morayshire", anchored in Bounty 
Bay, Pitcairn's Island. 

It was executed when the 193rd 
Pitcairner - the last - had boarded 
the ship. 

At that instant the Pitcairn com¬ 
munity had accepted the offer made 
by the British Government. The con¬ 
tract had been made. The rights of 
the Pitcairn settlers had become en¬ 
forceable - although no-one knew 
exactly what the rights were, at tba 
moment. 

The rights conferred in a parol 
contract have to be defined by ex¬ 
amining the actions and statements 
of the two parties. Let us examine 
those actions and statements. 


THE PITCAIRNERS BELIEVED they 
knew, in general, what rights they 
were being granted. 

They were being granted the right 
to have Norfolk Island as their home, 
in replacement of Pitcairn's. 

They were being granted the right 
to hold title to land on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and - although how much of the Isl¬ 
and might be reserved by the Crown, 
they did not know. 

They were being granted the right 
to go on governing themselves, just 
as they had on Pitcairn's: the Govern¬ 
ment had said it had no plans for 
allowing anyone else to occupy Nor- 
83 


Special Supplement to THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS March 1. 1977 








folk. They would continue having 
the right to allow an occasional new 
settler in, or keep new settlers out, 
as they wished. 

They were being granted the right 
to continue being protected by Eng¬ 
land, in a place that was one.of the 
Queen’s dominions. 

George Hunn Nobbs wrote an en¬ 
try in his diary: "... I could not be - 
lieve that this was the vessel, until 
the ship's boat landed, bringing the 
commander of the ship, and Lieuten¬ 
ant Gregorie of the "Juno”, appoint¬ 
ed to superintend die embarcation of 
all those who were disposed to accept 
Her Majesty's most gracious offer; to 
wit, Norfolk Island and all that apper¬ 
tains thereto, for themselves and their 
families. Such an unqualified offer 
of so beautiful a spot as Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is easier to imagine than realize; 
but it is a bona fide reality to us." 

Rev. Nobbs was probably using 
the words "bona fide" in a general 
sense, perhaps meaning "genuine". 

But perhaps he knew its legal mean¬ 
ing; in good faith, without fraud or 
deceit. 

The Pitcairners believed that they 
were accepting an offer of Norfolk 
Island; an offer virtually without 
qualifications. There was a qualifi¬ 
cation that Norfolk could not be 
"ceded" to them. There was prob¬ 
ably a qualification that some of Nor¬ 
folk would be reserved by the Crown, 
but how much, they were not yet cer¬ 
tain. 


ISET US EXAMINE die statements of 
the British Government, and see what 
they tell us about die rights that were 
granted under the contract with the 
Pitcairners. Let us watch especially 
to see what qualifications can be 
found. 

The Imperial Parliament passed an 
Act to make it possible for Norfolk 
Island to be separated from any other 
British Colony, giving the Queen in 
Council the authority to make pro¬ 
visions for the government of the Isl¬ 
and. Parliament always remains su¬ 
preme, and it goes without saying 
that Parliament reserved the right to 
repeal that Act, and replace it with 
some different Act, if it should seem 
appropriate in die future. It did not 
do so, for all the years that Norfolk 
remained a British Colony. 

Under the authority of that Act, 
Queen Victoria in Council ordered 
that Norfolk was to be a distinct and 
separate settlement; that it was to 
have its own separate Public Seal; 
and that it was to have its own Gov¬ 
ernor. The Parliament acted, and 
these orders were made, for the pur¬ 
pose of carrying out the contract with 

S 4 


the Pitcairners. 

Anyone today, looking, for some fur¬ 
ther written contract, some more de¬ 
tailed description of the agreement 
and arrangements, would do well to 
reflect on the astonishing actions we 
know were taken: an Act of the Imper¬ 
ial Parliament, and a detailed Order 
in Council and Instructions under the 
Sign Manual and Signet of Queen Vic¬ 
toria, head of the British Empire — 
for 193 souls on a speck of an island 
in the remote vastness of the Pacific 
Ocean. Who dares ask, "But was there 
no written contract?" 

The Queen in Council appointed 
William Denison to be Governor of 
Norfolk Island and, through the word¬ 
ing of the instructions given to Deni¬ 
son, used Parliament's authorisation 
to make provision for the government 
of the Island. 

In the new government of Norfolk 
Island, the Pitcairn settlers were to 
continue to govern themselves, 
according to their own laws and 
usages. Land in the Island was to 
be granted as the Pitcairn settlers 
wanted it to be granted - in con¬ 
formity with the Pitcairners' own 
laws and usages in relation to "the 
possession, use, and enjoyment of 
the land, " as the instructions to 
Denison put it. 

Governor Denison was to proclaim 
and publish laws, if the settlers 
wanted new ones. He was to make 
grants of land, on behalf of the 
Crown, as the settlers wanted the 
land to be granted. 

As Governor, Denison was respon¬ 
sible for the peace, order and good 
government of Norfolk, and if unfor- 
seen circumstances had arisen that 
required him to act contrary to the 
settlers’ wishes, he had the author¬ 
ity to do so. But his instructions 
were clear; "as nearly as the cir¬ 
cumstances will admit, " and "as 
far as practicable, " he was to re¬ 
strict himself to being the repre¬ 
sentative of the Queen in an effect¬ 
ively self-governing colony. 

When Queen Victoria in Council 
instructed a Governor to do some¬ 
thing "as far as practicable, “ the 
Governor knew what that meant - 
or should have known. It meant; 

Do as We say. If you are truly un¬ 
able to do as We say and still main¬ 
tain peace, order and good govern¬ 
ment. then use your own best judg¬ 
ment - but it must be a matter of 
necessity. Denison used that very 
word, writing the Bishop of N. Z. 


GOVERNOR WILLIAM DENISON un¬ 
derstood the instructions. In his book 
"Varieties of Vice-Regal Life", he 
wrote about his early arrangements 


for the Pitcairners; 

"I have, however, done my best 
to isolate them, by directing that 
the officers who are going down in 
charge of the vessel, and who will 
locate them in their individual allot¬ 
ments, to divide the whole island 
(which contains but 10, 000 acres) 
among the families, with the ex¬ 
ception of about 500 acres for pub¬ 
lic purposes, and 200 for church and 
schools; so as to leave room for no 
other settlers." 

This he did. He sent Stephen G. 
Fremantle to Norfolk. Fremantle 
arrived 20 days after the Pitcairners. 
According to Rev. Nobbs' account, 
he did not come ashore, but sent a 
letter to the Chief Magistrate. 

The letter was what the settlers 
had been waiting for; the official 
document, on the Governor's behalf, 
saying how much of the Island would 
be reserved by die Crown --the docu¬ 
ment defining one of the few qualifi¬ 
cations that applied to the rights 
they acquired by agreeing to move 
to Norfolk. 

The qualifications were these; 

First, that arrangements that the 
settlers made for distributing the land 
of the Island among themselves were 
to be subject to the review and approv¬ 
al of Gov. Denison. 

Second, that some property was to 
be considered public; the roads, the 
jetties and the coastline. 

Third, that some property was not 
to be allotted, but was to be reserveu 
by the Crown: specifically the gaol. 
Government House and the Chaplain’s 
house; and 200 acres at Longridge, 
as a glebe for the support of church 
and schools; and 500 acres elsewhere. 
The settlers could use those three 
buildings and those 700 acres tempor¬ 
arily, but they were Crown property. 

The Fremantle letter disappeared 
soon afterward. When it re-appeared 
in 1963 it was examined by "author¬ 
ities", and the authorities did what 
they have been doing for 120 years. 
They claimed that the historic rights 
were never in fact granted. Having 
been given that interpretation, the 
letter became widely accepted as 
the ultimate proof that the rights 
were a myth. % 

The Fremantle letter is in fact 
a vital document in defining the 
qualifications that applied to the 
contract between the British Govern¬ 
ment and the Pitcairners. That is 
why the people of Norfolk remem - 
bered it, for generations, as The 
Missing Document". 

There are further documents throw¬ 
ing light on the terms and conditions 
of the contract. Here is one - an 
extract from a report sent August 12, 
1856, by the Assistant Commissary 
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General, Owen, before his departure 
from Norfolk. He sent it to his Act¬ 
ing Comptroller General. It was sent 
on to Gov. Sir H.E.F. Young. Young 
thought it was important enough, and 
obviously in line with the British Gov¬ 
ernment's intentions, so that he sent 
it onward to the Principal Secretary 
of State for Colonies in Londen, 
Labouchere. The report says in part - 
"... I have the honour to report, 
for the information of His Excellency 
the Governor, that the whole of the 
buildings, stores, provisions, live stock 
etc. at (Norfolk) Island were finally 
transferred to the Pitcairn Islanders in 
the month of June last, these people 
having landed on the Island on the 
8th of that month." 


WILLIAM DENISON was not one of 
England's great colonial statesmen. 

He was a Captain in the Engineers, in 
charge of construction and repair of 
docks and buildings at various dock¬ 
yards for the Admiralty. He was made 
Lieutenant-Governor of Van Dieman's 
Land, now Tasmania, in 1846. He 
was a strong proponent of continuing 
the practice of transportation of crim¬ 
inals, though the people of Van Die¬ 
man's Land hated it. 

He became Governor of New South 
Wales in 1854. 

John Lang, senior minister at The 
Scots Church in Sydney in 1875, wrote 
a history of New South Wales in which 
he expressed quite clear opinions of 
Denison as a Governor of the Colony. 

"A self-esteemed universal genius," 
he styled Denison. "Nature had never 
intended him for any higher charge 
than that of letter-writer for a Ladies' 
Boarding-school. ’’ 

When Denison was given the addi¬ 
tional appointment of Governor of 
Norfolk Island in 1856, he puffed up 
like a frog. In a page of his book 
headed "I become an autocrat" he 
describes his reaction to the appoint¬ 
ment. "I received a copy of the 
Order in Council, vesting the Govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island in the Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales for the time 
being, " he says; "and with this, in¬ 
structions giving to the Governor, not 
merely the usual power as head of the 
Executive, but also those of the two 
Houses of Parliament in addition; 
power to make laws as well as to see 
to their execution." 

A more thoughtful reading of his 
instructions later on showed him that 
his powers over Norfolk were nowhere 
near so grand as he had first imagined. 
He was to be the Queen's representat¬ 
ive. Decisions on government and land 
allocation were to be exercised by the 
Pitcairners, not by Denison. 

He remembered that, at first. But 


before long his remarkable self-import¬ 
ance, and the remoteness of Norfolk 
from London, allowed him to stray. 

At the outset, when he was helping 
the settlers get their new laws down 
on paper, he was inclined to take 
charge, but then remembered what 
his authority actually was. He wrote; 

’’Their apathy and indifference 
annoyed me at first; I thought it in¬ 
dicated an undue development of Ta¬ 
hitian blood, and 1 wished to bring 
out more of the Englishman. A little 
thought, however, a small amount of 
self-questioning, convinced me that 
my duty was to allow them to be 
happy in their own way. We English¬ 
men are too apt to insist upon the 
adoption of our rules and habits in 
everything; we make up our mind on 
matters of opinion, upon matters of 
practice, and having satisfied our¬ 
selves (very often, I must say, after 
a very cursory examination) that any 
given system is best for us, we jump 
at once to the conclusion that it is 
best for every one else, and we insist 
upon the adoption of it by others, 
without any thought that they may 
also have opinions of their own, with 
which they may be unwilling to part. 
My business, however, was not to de¬ 
vise some perfect scheme of govern¬ 
ment for this small community or 
large family, but to give them every 
help in the shape of advice." 

Norfolk Island still has the power 
to affect people that way. It tends 
to make them calmer, more reason¬ 
able, more concerned about individ¬ 
ual persons, and less concerned about 
the climbing and pettifogging of the 
outside world. Denison in that hour 
was perceiving his instructions from 
the Queen in Council correctly. 

His statement is a further defini¬ 
tion of the rights that flowed to the 
Pitcairners from their contract with 
the British Government. It is also 
a notable exception from most of 
Denison's writing. 

The real Denison quickly came to 
the fore. Following his return to 
Sydney, he writes, "I began to work 
out my arrangements for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and". This time he omitted "the 
small amount of self-questioning". 

And he savagely violated his instruc¬ 
tions from the Queen in Council. 

In a confused document written to 
Norfolk's Chief Magistrate, pub¬ 
lished in full as Appendix V of Sir 
John Nimmo's Royal Commission Re¬ 
port, Denison insisted upon the adop¬ 
tion of his system. 

Wandering back and forth in his 
letter from advice to instructions to 
lecturing, Denison ordered land allo¬ 
cations no larger than 50 acres; the 
marking of allotment comers; the 
limitation of land sale to residents, 


or failing such a sale, purchase by 
the community at a valuation; the 
allocation of stock, tools and seed; 
a stock branding and brand recording 
system; the fencing of lands; the con¬ 
taining of stock; the collection of 
manure; the opening of a public cash- 
sales store; a system for price-mark¬ 
ing on items for sale; a set of accounts 
for the store; appointment of a store- 
keeper-and -schoolmaster; the plant¬ 
ing of 80 acres -- no, perhaps 100 
acres -- in maize; required field la¬ 
bour; a limitation on trips off the Isl¬ 
and; the introduction of ploughs in¬ 
stead of hoes; the barring of outside 
visitors except for brief periods; and 
a 10<5fc income tax. 

Denison never was called on to an¬ 
swer to the Queen in Council for this 
and later violations of his instructions. 
One yearns to hear him explaining why 
it was "impracticable" for him to fol¬ 
low them. One yearns to hear him 
explaining that he had no choice but 
to order that the Pitcairners should 
start collecting manure. 

The similarities between Denison's 
instructions to die Chief Magistrate, 
and Sir John Nimmo's recommenda¬ 
tions to the Australian Government 
120 years later, are stunning. 

Not long afterward, 16 of the Pit¬ 
cairn settlers took the difficult and 
painful step of quitting their friends 
and relations on Norfolk, and return¬ 
ed to Pitcairn. 

In 1859 Denison returned again, 
and found further settlers talking a- 
bout returning to Pitcairn; be repri¬ 
manded them severely, and began 
laying down further laws. Another 
shipload of settlers, 27 of them, re¬ 
turned to Pitcairn in 1863. 

Generations later, it is common¬ 
ly assumed that the people who re¬ 
turned to Pitcairn were homesick. 

Of course they were; but they had a 
logical reason, as well as an emo¬ 
tional reason, for taking an action 
that was incredibly difficult, in the 
1860s. John Adams, grandson of 
the mutineer:, wrote to a friend a- 
bout it in 1863; "It is an event I do 
deeply deplore, and will use my 
best endeavours to prevent the like 
from again happening. Still, I 
must confess that those who are dis¬ 
satisfied have a reason, small though 
it may be, to be so. Have not the 
Government in deed, if not in words, 
broken their faith with us. Trace it 
from the beginning and if they have, 
in any one tiling kept their word. 

Still I say the island itself is a most 
magnificent gift, and I for one appre¬ 
ciate it as such. 

"You must know, my dear friend, 
that when it was first proposed to us 
to remove here, we were told that 
the whole island and everything upon 
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it were to be given unconditionally 
to us. “ 


WHAT DOES IT ALL MATTER, in 
the year 1917? 

Is there any point in reviving the 
past? Might it not be best to let 
sleeping dogs lie? 

I think it matters profoundry, if 
only for one reason, and I think that 
reason towers over all the other poss¬ 
ible implications. 

If the Pitcairners and the British 
Government actually did enter into 
a contract in 1856, then the historic 
rights were as real as the sun rising. 

If they were real, the descendants 
of the Pitcairn settlers (at least those 
of them who have continued to carry 
in their bones the belief that the 
rights were real) deserve to be hon¬ 
oured, applauded and respected for 
their 120 years of tenacity, and for 
the loyalty they have shown to their 
forebears, and for belonging to a 
race that has shown unfailing determ¬ 
ination. 

And humble apologies are owed 
them from persons in authority in 
England, whose Governors abused 
the settlers and filched away their 
rights. 

Humbler apologies still are owed 
them from persons in authority in 
Australia, which has persisted to 
this day in perpetuating the idea 
that tjbe rights were nothing but a 
misunderstanding. 

The humblest apologies of all 
are owed to them by living persons 
who have taken an authoritative 
and influential role in proclaiming 
that the rights never existed. 

For 120 years the Pitcairn settlers 
and their descendants have endured 
shame and disdain, for their "illu¬ 
sion". 

I think they have earned the 
world's respect and I think it is time 
they received it. I can only deeply 
regret, along with them, that so 
many of their families did not re- , 
ceive that respect while they lived. 


There are lesser considerations, 
too, that need to be thought about. 
They are lesser but they could rock 
Norfolk Island. 

I am not competent to assess 
them, and scarcely competent even 
to comment on them. I will only 
point to a few that seem obvious. 

The "evictions" in 1908 were a 
crime, if the historic rights were 
as I believe. People were bodily 


forced out of property that was right¬ 
fully theirs. 

The sale of land to the Melanesian 
Mission was illegal, if the rights were 
as I believe. Governor Sir John Young 
may have acted legally in selling the 
land, because he was instructed to do 
so by a senior Minister of the Crown, 
the Secretary of State for the Colon¬ 
ies. But the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies probably acted illegally: 
the 1856 Order in Council, with its 
Instructions, was not capable of being 
altered by an agent of the Crown, how - 
ever highly placed. 

The abolishment of the practice of 
making free land grants to newly- 
married couples, an action taken by 
Governor Lord Loftus soon after Hen¬ 
ry Wilkinson's report in 1885, was 
probably illegal. Lord Loftus's 
authority was not one bit greater 
than Denison's; the 1856 Order in 
Council, and the same Instructions 
prevailed. 

The repeal of all laws in 1896, in¬ 
cluding the replacement of a local 
Chief Magistrate with an outside 
appointment, was probably illegal. 
Viscount Hampden, then Governor, 
still had only the authority that 
Denison had been given in 1856. 

He was acting with the consent of 
the Secretary of State for the Col¬ 
onies in England - but Principal 
Ministers of State were not given 
authority to give such instructions 
to a Governor of Norfolk Island un¬ 
til the Order in Council of 1897, the 
following year. Hampden's com¬ 
plete new set of laws continued in 
effect even though they had been 
improperly imposed on the people 
of Norfolk. 

All of Kingston belonged to the 
Pitcairn settlers, except for the 
gaol, Government House and the 
Chaplain's house. It was not trans¬ 
ferred to them by a grant authorised 
by the Crown, but it had been ear¬ 
marked for them by the contract 
with the Government. For all I 
know it may still be waiting to be 
granted to their descendants - the 
Administration Building, the his¬ 
toric buildings, all of them, save 
three. 

All Crown Land on Norfolk Island. 
save 200 acres at Longridge and 500 
acres ’’elsewhere", belonged to the 
Pitcairn settlers. England probably 
had no legal right to transfer it to 
the Commonwealth of Australia in 
1914. 

The descendants of the settlers, 
if they do have any present inheri¬ 
tance of lands that were earmarked 
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for the settlers, probably do not in¬ 
clude all "Islanders” today. Nor¬ 
folk belonged to the settlers in com¬ 
mon, and property held in common 
finally becomes the sole property of 
the last survivor. .The descendants of 
that last survivor - or perhaps of the 
last survivor who was 21 years of age 
when the settlers left Pitcairn - would 
probably own any rights now. 

The Supreme Court decision in 
"The Crown v. Newberry” in 1965 
may have been faulty, in the light 
of additional evidence. That would 
not affect the historic decision, 
which said (among other things) that 
Norfolk Island did not have irrevoca¬ 
ble self-government. But it would 
leave the way open for a new case of 
a similar kind, which could arrive at 
a very different conclusion. 


ON THE OTHER HAND it is possible 
perhaps even probable - that in 1977 
there are no remaining historic rights. 
In orderly governments, the past is 
seldom brought back to life. There 
is a great (end beneficially conserva¬ 
tive) momentum that resists the up¬ 
setting of anything that is at present 
well established. Whether the histor¬ 
ic rights have validity today is a ques¬ 
tion for lawyers and courts, not for 
editors. 

There may be only one real dis¬ 
covery in all I have said, assuming 
that what I have said is valid. The 
discovery would be the most import¬ 
ant one: that the Islanders have been 
right, all along, and can hold their 
heads high - while "superior" people 
of the establishment have been 
wrong, and should hang their heads 
in shame. 

It will take much further study to 
form reliable opinions on these mat¬ 
ters. I will try to do what I may be 
competent to do, but a great deal of 
effort would have to be done by per¬ 
sons with better qualifications. 

Meanwhile I invite help, criticism, 
correction, amplification. If my be¬ 
liefs are wrong I hope my errors will 
be shown me. I will most assuredly 
own them, apologise and recant. 

But in inviting correction or criti¬ 
cism I ask that it be factual - not 
emotional rubbishing, not empty 
"disagreement”, not haughty disdain. 
The Pitcairners have endured that kind 
of thing for a very long time. I can 
too, but I hope the time has at last 
arrived when intelligent outsiders will 
use their abilities to seek out, and 
acknowledge, the truth. 
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editorial 


THE MORAL RIGHT of the Pitcairn settlers to own Norfolk, and to continue 
governing themselves after their move here, would appear to be beyond reason¬ 
able argument. But arguments about moral rights are not always reasonable. 

The accompanying paper sets out a theory that the settlers also had legal, 
enforceable rights. 

A theory is disproved by verifiable evidence that shows some essential 
element of the theory is not possible. There are four points on which the ac¬ 
companying theory can be disproved. 

The central element in the theory is that the British Government and the 
people of Pitcairn's Island entered into a parol contract in 1856. The neces¬ 
sary conditions that establish a parol contract are that the parties are clearly 
identified (in this case, the British Government and the people of Pitcairn's); 
that the subject matter is clearly understood (in this case, the rights of occu¬ 
pancy of Norfolk Island); and that there is valid consideration on each side 
(in this case the disposition of the British Government to move the Pitcairn 
people to Norfolk and let them have it as a new homeland, on one side — 
and the willingness of the Pitcairn people to leave their homeland and move 
to a new one, on the other side.) 

It is also necessary that both parties intend the relationship to be a serious 
one, with rights existing on both sides. This was obviously the situation in 
1856, for both the Pitcairners and the Government. 

It is, incidentally, necessary that the transaction not be merely a gift. 

It might be argued that the action of the British Government was wholly in the 
nature of a benevolent gift — but the fact was that there was a significant 
amount of public and church pressure, within England itself, for the Govern¬ 
ment to take such an action. The Government had this and other good reas¬ 
ons for deciding that moving the Pitcairners to Norfolk was in England's inter¬ 
est, as well as in the Pitcairners' interest. 

The theory set out in the accompanying paper can be disproved JT veri¬ 
fiable evidence can be shown that some necessary condition of a parol contract 
was missing. Unless that can be shown, then a parol contract did in fact exist. 

If a parol contract existed, its terms must be deduced from the related 
actions and statements of the two parties. Various actions and statements by 
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the British Government and by the Pitcairn people have been cited in the accom¬ 
panying paper, indicating that the terms of the contract included the right of 
the Pitcairn people to continue governing themselves as they had on Pitcairn's, 
and to have Norfolk Island owned by them, as they saw fit, except for certain 
public lands and three buildings and 700 acres of land that were reserved by 
the Crown. 

Once the contract had been executed, and the terms made clear, it 
would have been outrageous for the British Government to. begin reneging on 
its part of the contract. Yet that is exactly what appears to have happened, 
not because those in authority wanted to exploit the Pitcairners or Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, but simply because they had irresistable urges to meddle where they could. 

The theory in the accompanying paper can be partly disproved IF verifi¬ 
able evidence can be presented that shows that it was not the intention of the 
British Government to allow the Pitcairners to continue governing themselves 
as they had on Pitcairn’s. 

The theory can be partly disproved IF verifiable evidence can be shown 
that it was not the intention of the British Government that all Norfolk land, 
except what was stated to be public or Crown, should be owned and used by 
the Pitcairn people as they saw fit. 

The theory can be partly disproved IF verifiable evidence can be presented 
that shows why it was not practicable for the Governors of Norfolk Island to 
adhere to the instructions of the Queen in Council. 

The News invites evidence on any one of the four disproving points men¬ 
tioned above. 

The situation is now reversed from what it has been for 120 years. The 
Australian Government, and anyone else who may be interested in disproving 
the existence of the historic rights, may now be asked the question that was 
asked again and again of the Pitcairners and their descendants; Where is your 
document? 

Yesterday - the day before publication of this issue - a copy of this paper 
was delivered to the Administrator of Norfolk Island, with a letter asking on 
behalf of The News and its readership if the Government will make public any 
verifiable evidence it may have on any of the four disproving points mentioned 
above. This was not intended as a contentious (nor certainly as a discourteous) 
request. The issues have been of great importance to the Government and to 
the people of Norfolk Island for 120 years. If the theory Is unsound it should 
be disposed of firmly and promptly. If it is sound, its necessary implications 
should be faced squarely and intelligently, as a matter of good government. 

We await a reply. The Pitcairn race is a small one but its reputation has 
importance, wherever in the world reputation is valued. 
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VIRTUALLY ALL of this issue of The 
News is devoted to a long and very 
serious article about the historical 
rights that were conferred on the 
families that came from Pitcairn 
Island and made Norfolk their new 
home in 1866. 

It contains some stunning new dis¬ 
coveries about the event. We apolo¬ 
gise to our readers for omitting, for 
die second month in a row, many of 
the features that normally brighten 
The News, and for being so serious, 
on an Island that is much lighter - 
hearted than The News makes it 
look just now. 

Our publication is designed to be 
" the news magazine for people who 
care about Norfolk". We believe 
that people who really do care about 
the Island will find this the most im¬ 
portant and informative matter pub¬ 
lished about Norfolk for a very long 
time. 

A 

ONE OF THE most experienced col¬ 
onial legal authorities ever to visit 
Norfolk spent a pleasant ten days* 
holiday here last month. 

Geoffrey Horsfall was bom in New 
South Wales in 1905. He went lo 
Kings School at Paramatta, then to 
Leeds Grammar School in England, 
then to Cheltenham College apd on 
to Keble College, Oxford, where he 
read law. He was called to tl)e bar 
at Grays Inn. practiced for a few 
years and then joined the Colonial 
Legal Service in 1936. 

His career spanned much of Eng¬ 
land's divesting of its empire. He 
was Crown Counsel in Nigeria *nd 
then Sierra Leone. He was for six 
years Chief Magistrate in Fiji, for 
three years Judicial Commissioner 


in the British Solomons, and then 
Chief Justice of Zanzibar. After 
that he became Legal Adviser and 
Judge of the Grand Court in the Cay¬ 
man Islands, retiring a little over 
three years ago. 

He has an old attachment to Nor¬ 
folk, having first visited here in 
1953, on his way by ship to his 
post in the Solomons. When we 
chatted with him one morning he 
had been reading about the Island's 
history and about events here over 
the past few months. 

"Norfolk is administered by a De¬ 
partment of the Commonwealth. " 
we said, interested to see wbat 
parallels there might be between 
his unusual experience and the Isl¬ 
and's position. "Does that mean 
it is a colony?" 

His answer was so direct that it 
came as a surprise. "My view of 
Norfolk Island, " he said, "is that 
it comes under the Decolonization 
Committee of 24 of the United Na¬ 
tions. 

"Because of what I've read about 
its history, or have been told about 
its history, the people here are eth¬ 
nically and culturally different 
from tite people of Australia. 

"Australia is not one cultural na¬ 
tion now. It used to be 98*St British, 
but that's when I was a boy. Now 
it's made up of very different eth¬ 
nic nations. 

"The life - what I've seen of Nor¬ 
folk Island since I've been here - 
the way of life is not Australian. 

"People don't go about things in 
the same way. They think differ¬ 
ently. " 

The question is at the heart of 
the appeal that all elected Coun¬ 
cillors on Norfolk have sent to the 


Committee of 24. Australian spokes¬ 
men say that there is no difference 
between Norfolk and Australia so 
far as the ethnic makeup of the pop¬ 
ulation and the cultural way of 
life are concerned. This notion is 
ridiculous, to anyone who knows 
Norfolk and Australia, but the mo¬ 
ment Australia admits what the 
facts are, it is honour bound to 
let the Island's residents have a ref¬ 
erendum before any major changes 
are made in the way the Island is 
governed. 

The Department that administers 
Norfolk does not want die residents 
of the Island to have a referendum, 
probably because the result of such 
a referendum is predictable. If the 
Department believed that most of 
the residents of Norfolk wanted to 
have the Island absorbed into the 
Australian political system, it would 
be delimited to call a referendum. 
The Department's continued strong 
resistance to calling a referendum 
means that the Department knows 
what the people of Norfolk would 
say, and doesn't want them to say 
it. 

That's why the Councillors approa¬ 
ched the U.N. The Committee of 
24, which can't place matters on its 
own agenda, has sent complete 
copies of the Councillors' detailed 
submission to all of its 24 member 
countries, for their examination. 
Whether one of those countries, or 
some other member country of the 
United Nations, will raise the Nor¬ 
folk issue in the General Assembly 
may not be known for some time. 

It is possible that Norfolk Island, 
like a homely girl at a dance, may 
simply sit, waiting, hoping. 

But the evening is still young. 
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DISCOVERED AT LAST AFTER 120 YEARS OF OFFICIAL DENIALS.' 


The Pitcairn Settlers 9 Historical 
Rights to Norfolk Island 


THE HISTORICAL RIGHTS OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS 
TO OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND AND TO SELF-GOVERN¬ 
MENT ON NORFOLK ISLAND WERE REAL. 

THE RIGHTS WERE DEVISED TO PRESERVE ON NOR¬ 
FOLK THE UNIQUE COMMUNITY LIFE THAT HAD DE¬ 
VELOPED ON PITCAIRN ISLAND. 

THEY WERE WORKED OUT WITH THE FULL AUTH¬ 
ORITY OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, WERE OFFER¬ 
ED WITH FULL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY TO THE 


PITCAIRNERS, WERE ACCEPTED BY THEM. AND 
WERE THEN RATIFIED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND 
BY QUEEN VICTORIA IN COUNCIL. 

THE HISTORIC DOCUMENTS DESCRIBING THE 
RIGHTS IN DETAIL HAVE BEEN DISCOVERED, 

THE STORY OF THE DISCOVERY AND OF THE 
SPECIFIC NATURE OF THE RIGHTS IS TOLD FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN THIS ARTICLE BY ED HOWARD, EDITOR 
OF THE NEWS. 


THE DISCOVERY of the Pitcairn 
Rights, after more than a century in 
which they were repeatedly dismiss¬ 
ed as being merely a misunderstand¬ 
ing and a legend, has been the re¬ 
sult of following nine stepping- 
stones in logical sequence. 

THE FIRST, surprisingly, was the 
Report of the Royal Commission into 
matters related to Norfolk Island, ta¬ 
bled in the Australian Parliament in 
November, 1916. Its second most 
important guideline was to inquire 
into the historical rights of the Pit¬ 
cairners, and to take them into ac¬ 
count in forming any recommenda¬ 
tions for the future administration of 
Norfolk Island. 

The Royal Commission spent more 
time and expense investigating the 
Rights than any such inquiry had pre¬ 
viously been able to afford - and its 
conclusions were more unequivocal, 
on the subject of the Rights, than the 
findings of any previous inquiry. The 
Report stated flatly that there was no 
legal basis whatever for the Rights. 

It implied that there was not even a 
trace of evidence of any kind that 
could so much as lend support to the 
idea of the Rights. 

Those findings were suspiciously 
sweeping. When a belief is handed 
down from one generation to the 
next, for 120 years, there has to be 
a deep reason for it. It could not be 
sheer fantasy. 

THE SECOND stepping-stone was 
to make an assumption, just for the 
sake of inquiry. This assumption was, 
Let us suppose that the Pitcairners 


have been right all along; let us sup¬ 
pose that what they have said hap¬ 
pened in 1856 actually did happen. 

If it did happen, what were the cir¬ 
cumstances? How would one expect 
the British Government to make a 
firm and binding commitment with 
the small community on Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and? How would such an agreement 
have been documented? ■ 

Ever since 1856 the Pitcairners 
have been insistent that Norfolk Isl¬ 
and was to be given to them for their 
exclusive use as a community. There 
have been many investigators sent to 
look into the question since then. All 
of them have seemed to start with the 
assumption that the Pitcairners were 
victims of a misunderstanding - that 
they could not possibly be correct. 

Once you make the effort to re-ex¬ 
amine the facts from the Pitcairners' 
point of view, rather than from the 
viewpoint of 120 years of precedent 
on the part of the administering go¬ 
vernments, history begins to read 
very differently. 

THE THIRD logical step was to rec¬ 
ognise that since the beginning of 
time most contracts among human 
beings have been unwritten, rather 
than written - and that an unwritten 
contract can be fully as legal and 
binding as a written one. 

The world of 1856 was very different 
from the world today. The sun never 
set on the British Empire, and it was 
an Empire, ruled by a Queen of tow¬ 
ering stature. Pitcairn was an almost 
fairy-tale island, in the legendary 
Sou* Seas. Would Queen Victoria 


have negotiated a written contract 
with 193 persons on a South Seas isl¬ 
and? The more one considers such a 
notion the more dubious it becomes. 

THE FOURTH stepping-stone was 
unexpected: it was the recognition 
that an age-old search, carried out 
by generations on Norfolk, was fol¬ 
lowing a false scent. This was the 
search for "the missing document" 
that supposedly had granted the his¬ 
toric Rights. 

Leo Szillard, the noted nuclear 
scientist, once wrote about what he 
called "phantom problems". He said 
that often we toss and turn in our 
sleep, trying to unravel a particular 
problem without success - and then 
realise that the problem is in fact 
meaningless: nothing but a phantom. 
Norfolk Island's "missing document" 
is a phantom that has haunted the 
Island for more than a century. It 
will almost certainly never be found 
because it almost certainly never 
existed. Re-constructing how an 
agreement between Queen Victoria 
and the Pitcairn Islanders would have 
been made, it becomes quite illogi¬ 
cal to think that there would have 
been a single document setting out 
all of the contractual obligations 
that were entered into in 1856. 

THE FIFTH stepping-stone in dis- 
covering the Rights was the publish¬ 
ing of a long article in the March, 
1977, issue of The News. Briefly, 
it described the four steps of logic 
that are listed above. It presented 
"... only fragments of fact, and a 
theory." 
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The effect of that article was dra¬ 
matic: evidence immediately began 
pouring in. People all over the Isl¬ 
and, as well as friends in Australia 
and New Zealand, began bringing 
more fragments of fact to The News. 
Old maps from die British Museum, 
showing Norfolk surveyed into num¬ 
bered 50-acre blocks. Books, and 
photostatic copies of books. Letters. 
Thick files of pbotostatic copies of 
official despatches betweeri Sydney 
and London in the 1850s. Research 
papers and notes carefully worked 
out by Norfolk people of the past. 
Hand-written statements, signed by 
Chief Magistrates and Councillors of 
Norfolk in the nineteenth century. 
Copies of old laws and Acts of the 
Imperial Parliament. Lists of docu¬ 
ments. Carefully-preserved and 
treasured packets of letters and pap¬ 
ers and memoranda. All over Nor¬ 
folk, people have cared deeply a- 
bout these things, for a very long 
time; they have thougfit,and hunted, 
and believed. 

No one of these fascinating items 
seemed to prove anything, by it¬ 
self. But brought together, they all 
began forming pieces of a great mo¬ 
saic pattern. Norfolk owes a great 
debt to every one of the persons who 
have so painstakingly found and pre¬ 
served these records over the years. 

THE SIXTH s tepping-stone was a 
giant discovery. In the great swirl 
of events and communications re¬ 
vealed by die mass of documents, 
a constellation of three despatches 
began to twinkle like stars. They 
became brighter and brighter, and 
finally shone like the Southern 
Cross. 

One of them appeared in die cop¬ 
ies of despatches in archives in Syd¬ 
ney. The other two were from quite 
separate files at the University of 
New England, in Armidale. 

The three despatches were from 
the Secretary of State for Colonies 
to Governor Denison on January 21, 
1856; from Denison to the Secre¬ 
tary on February 27, 1856; andfrom 
the Secretary to Denison on July 9, 
1856. 

Together, they are the authorisa¬ 
tion of the British Government for 
Denison to arrange the Pitcairners' 
move to Norfolk; the fully-detailed 
plan that Denison set in motion; 
and the Government's formal ap¬ 
proval of what Denison had done. 

They are the historic documents 
that show how, and on what terms, 
Norfolk Island was given to the Pit¬ 
cairners. 

THE SEVENTH stepping-stone was 
the discovery of a tiny but stunning 
fact: the date at the head of a letter. 


That one date simply wipes out the 
argument that has been used by 
generations of Governors and law¬ 
yers and judges and Commissioners 
and historians and publjg servants 
to support their contention djattiSs 
Pitcairners' Rights were just a mis- S 
understanding. 

They have always fallen back on 
the "fact" that the Crown had res¬ 
erved the right to modify and re¬ 
vise any land distributions the Pit¬ 
cairners might have chosen to make 
on Norfolk. But they never checked 
the dates. 

The agreement with the Pitcairn¬ 
ers was made on May 3, 1856, when 
they decided to accept the British 
Government's offer and abandoned 
Pitcairn Island in favour of Norfolk. 

Governor Denison had the right to 
divide Norfolk as he wished.He chose 
to hand that power to the Pitcairners, 
without retaining any right of amend¬ 
ment. He then attempted to regain 
that power by writing a letter. The 
letter carries a date: May 16, 1856. 

He was attempting to make a fun¬ 
damental change in an agreement, 
he had already entered into. 

THE EIGHTH logical step in the 
discovery of the Pitcairn Rights was 
a checking process. One by one, 
the main occasions on which the 
Rights were "disproved" by visiting 
experts were examined, to see how 
their arguments stood up in the light 
of the new discoveries. Inquiries, 
reports, investigations, a Royal 
Commission in 1926, scholarly pa¬ 
pers, history books. One by one 
they were tested against the facts 
that can now be seen. One by one 
they collapsed. 

All of them, except a historian cal¬ 
led C.H,Currey, who in 1958 pub¬ 
lished an excellent paper in the 
Journal of the Royal Australian His¬ 
torical Society. He stopped just shy 
of stating that the British Govern¬ 
ment dishonoured its commitment 
to the Pitcairners; his paper is ad¬ 
mirably civil and restrained. 

The NINTH step was to test the 
new discoveries against the most 
powerful of all the attempts to re¬ 
but the Rights; the Report of the lat¬ 
est Royal Commission. 

The results of that test are almost 
incredible. In an earlier issue of The 
News it was stated that "a flaw" had 
been discovered in the Royal Com¬ 
mission Report's findings on the his¬ 
torical rights. 

In die light of the facts that can 
now be seen, that was a great un¬ 
derstatement. The Royal Commis¬ 
sion's basic findings on the main 
historical rights do not merely con¬ 


tain a flaw; they are built on one 
glaring flaw after another, from 
the beginning right up to the end. 
They are monumentally mistaken. 

Those are strong words. Read the 
: history of the agreement between 
' die Pitcairn people and the British 
Government, and judge their truth 
yourself. 

• 

First, a review of how the histor¬ 
ical rights have been challenged 
and denied, over 120 years. 

Second, some of the circumstan¬ 
ces that led up to the move from 
Pitcairn, including the changing 
attitudes of Governor William Den¬ 
ison. 

Third, die terms and conditions 
of the agreement the Pitcairners 
accepted, in black-and-white. 

Fourth, a fascinating set of long- 
forgotten facts about die first 18 
months on Norfolk. 

And finally, against the back¬ 
ground that builds up in those four 
clusters of history, a fresh look at 
the recent Royal Commission Re¬ 
port’s crucial 3$ pages on the his¬ 
torical rights. In those 3i pages 
there are 12 .points made to sup¬ 
port the conclusion that there is 
no legal basis whatever for the 
rights. In the light of history, one 
of those 12 points is arguable; ten 
are incorrect; and only the last is 
true beyond question. 

• 

THE RIGHTS HAVE BEEN 
IGNORED, BRUSHED ASIDE, 
DENIED AND SOMETIMES 
RIDDEN OVER - 
BUT NEVER REFUTED... 

THE TWO MAIN rights that have 
always been claimed by the Pit¬ 
cairners and their descendants are 
that Norfolk was given to them, 
to own legally and exclusively; 
and that diey were to be left alone 
to go on governing themselves, 
without outside interference. 

The Nimmo Royal Commission 
Report says "whenever such a 
claim has been advanced between - 
1856 and the present, it has been 
refuted".’ 

Let us begin by testing that 
statement against historical facts. 
We will find that the controversy 
between people on Norfolk and 
their administrators in New South 
Wales over the historical rights 
has been one of die main, con¬ 
tinuing features of the Island's 


Numbered references are at the end 
of this article. 
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history. We will find that the 
rights have indeed been claimed 
time and time again. Over the 
years they have been ignored, 
crushed aside, denied and some¬ 
times ridden over -- but they 
have never been refuted; never 
proven false. 

The rights the Pitcairn settlers be¬ 
lieved had been granted have often 
been denied through simple assertion. 
Governor Denison's refusal to allow 
the original settlers to use the land of 
Norfolk Island as they wished was not 
preceded by any effort to disprove 
the existence of vested rights; he was 
Governor and he simply issued orders. 
The settlers protested, but their pro¬ 
tests were ignored. Partly because 
of dissatisfaction at the difference 
between what they were promised 
and what they actually received, 
two of the families separated from 
their friends and relatives and re¬ 
turned to Pitcairn. Five years later, 
despite the fulminations of Gover¬ 
nor Denison, a further 27 quit Nor¬ 
folk and sailed off to the much 
more difficult but unmeddled-with 
life on Pitcairn. 

In 1884, Governor Lord Loftus visit¬ 
ed Norfolk, and found its people as 
tenacious of their believed rights as 
Denison had. Unlike Denison, Lord 
Loftus attempted a refutation. J. J. 
Spruson's history of Norfolk, pub¬ 
lished the following year and "dedi¬ 
cated to His Lordship by His Lord- 
ship's most obedient servant", put it 
this way; 

"HE ENDEAVOURED TO 
DISABUSE THEIR MINDS OF 
THE IDEA..." 

"He endeavoured to disabuse their 
minds of the idea that they had any 
absolute claim to die proprietorship 
of the Island, and read for them the 
Order by which the Governor for the 
time being was empowered to grant 
or sell land to whomever he pleased. 2 ” 

His Lordship was overlooking the 
instructions that had been issued by 
the Queen in Council in 1866, in 
which the authority of Norfolk's 
Governors was sharply limited. The 
instructions directed whoever was 
Governor to use his power to grant 
land, or make laws, in accordance 
with the laws and usages of the Pit¬ 
cairn community, so far as practic¬ 
able. The Islanders had not for¬ 
gotten: Denison had caused those 
instructions, along with the 1856 
Order in Council, to be copied into 
the book containing the laws of the 
colony back in 1857. 3 

Spruson's own view, like that of 
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later inquirers, was that the histori¬ 
cal rights were probably a misunder¬ 
standing, though he put that view 
with somewhat more sympathy for 
the Islanders than some later authors 
revealed: 

"The great incentive put before 
them" (i. e. the Pitcairn commun¬ 
ity) "was the offer of a better island 
in exchange for their own. It would 
seem they interpreted this offer in 
too literal a sense - that the removal 
was merely designed as a tentative 
measure - that in any case the land, 
live stock, and other valuables were 
not intended to be vested in them in 
their individual capacity - and that 
even their communal rights were to 
be circumscribed. If they had con¬ 
ceived the least notion of how they 
would be situated at Norfolk Island 
they would never have left Pitcairn. "4 
So it seemed to Spruson, who doubted 
the existence of die rights but made 
no refutation of them. 

In the nineteenth-century history 
of the Pitcairn rights, 1896 was a 
notable year; a Governor of Norfolk 
Island paused to wonder what rights 
the people of Norfolk Island actually 
had. His curiosity did not extend 
very widely, but in giving it rein he 
inadvertently left an interesting set 
of footprints. He acknowledged 
(though only in then-private corres¬ 
pondence) that the Governor of Nor¬ 
folk Island did not have authority to 
change the Island’s laws. He acknow¬ 
ledged that for many years after 1856 
there had been a community right 
over unalienated land. And he ack¬ 
nowledged that some of the Islanders' 
lights had been taken from them. 

The Governor was Viscount Hamp¬ 
den. He had just been posted to 
Sydney from London, and was already 
busy with plans to annex Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to New South Wales (which never 
came to fruition) and to re-cast com¬ 
pletely the constitution of the Island 
(which he carried out, apparently in 
contravention of the 1856 Order in 
Council and its instructions.) 

As Hampden addressed himself to 
the prospective take-over of Norfolk 
Island, he wrote the Secretary of 
State for Colonies in London: 

"I am informed that the records 
of dealings in land have not been 
accurately kept... a Commission 
should be appointed to examine... 

"I desire to confine the inquiry to 
the examination of rights founded up¬ 
on grants made by the Crown, as the 
action taken by Her Majesty's Gov¬ 
ernment in discontinuing the prac¬ 
tice of making free grants of land, 
disposes of the claim that an equit¬ 
able right to a free grant of land 
accrues to every person born on the 
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Island. 

"Pending the transfer to New South 
Wales, I desire authority to alter the 
laws and regulations of the Island so 
as to ensure the administration of jus¬ 
tice. " 5 

Governor Hampden's recommen¬ 
dations soon lead into complexi¬ 
ties that are beyond the scope of 
this article. But it is worth noting 
that his letter to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies throws a brief, 
bright light on the reality of the 
historical rights. 

Hampden did appoint his Com¬ 
mission, a two-man team. 

The member of the team who 
visited Norfolk, Charles Oliver, died 
not long after concluding his work on 
the Island. His death was lamented 
ten years later by historian F. M. Bla¬ 
den (of whom, more later). "His 
high reputation as an equitable, fair- 
minded and impartial judge, " said 
Bladen, "would have lent to his con¬ 
clusions a weight of authority which 
would have gone far towards settling 
the claims of the Islanders and de¬ 
fining the rights of the Crown. " 6 

In the event Mr. Oliver did not 
attempt to refute the historical 
rights. His and Mr. Carruthers' re¬ 
port mentions what turns out to have 
been nothing more than another de¬ 
nial: 

"SOME EVEN GO SO FAR AS 
TO ASSERT COMPLETE OWNERSHIP " 

"Of late, a desire to disregard the 
authority of the Governor has apparent¬ 
ly arisen. Some even go so far as to 
assert complete ownership of the Isl¬ 
and, to the entire exclusion of any 
but local authority, it being claim¬ 
ed that 'the House* - which means 
majority at a public meeting - 
should rule. Mr. Oliver, when on 
the Island, was careful to explain 
clearly the position of the commun¬ 
ity, both as regards the framing and 
administration of laws, and also as 
to the Island not having been, as 
claimed, ceded to the Islanders. 

The use of die word "ceded” should 
be noted with care by those unfamil¬ 
iar with Norfolk Island’s history. 

The word appears and re-appears 
over a span of 124 years. By people 
of Pitcairn and Norfolk Island it . 
seems always to have been used in a 
general sense, describing a thing that 
has been granted or given - which 
they believe Norfolk Island was. By 
others who argue that the historical 
rights were just a misunderstanding, 
"ceded" has often been used in its 
international political sense, as 
when one power surrenders a terri¬ 
tory to another power. 
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It would have been repugnant to 
the Pitcairners to think that Norfolk 
Island might have been ceded in a 
political sense by the British Govern¬ 
ment. They revered the Queen and 
treasured the protection and assistance 
of the Empire, and they no more 
wished the Crown to quit Norfolk 
Island and "cede” the place to diem in 
a political sense than Australians ex¬ 
pected their continent to be ceded 
to them by the British Government 
at the time of Federation. The Pit¬ 
cairners - like the Australians - sim¬ 
ply wanted the right to govern the 
land and themselves. 

Let us return to denials and refu¬ 
tations of the historical rights. So 
far we have seen only the former. 

"THE AGITATORS ARE MEN 
WHO HAVE VISITED 

SOME OF THE LARGE CITIES... " 

In 1898, the Chief Inspector of 
Public Accounts in New South Wales, 
G.E. Brodie, was sent to Norfolk to 
examine various island matters, 
particularly the keeping of accounts. 
While on the Island he could not help 
noticing that the residents claimed 
they had been given certain histori¬ 
cal rights: 

"There are a few agitators on the 
Island who assert what they call their 
rights to the land. The agitators are 
men who have visited some of the 
large cities, are fairly well educated, 
and exercise an influence over the 
others, and they will continue to do 
so until the land question is absolute¬ 
ly settled by an official notification 
of the terms of the Government. ” 8 

With these remarks, the argument 
advanced to a new plateau: die possi¬ 
bility of refutation, or even of investi¬ 
gation, is not mentioned. The way to 
deal with the historical rights, Brodie 
proposed, was to bring about absolute 
settlement by official notification. 

It is time now to turn to F. M. Bla¬ 
den. His paper, "Settlement of the 
Pitcairn Islanders on Norfolk Island", 
read before the Australian Historical 
Society in 1906, is a landmark in the 
history of die Pitcairn settlers' rights 
because it was apparently the first 
serious attempt at refuting them, 
rather than simply denying that 
they existed. 

His paper commences with a de¬ 
nial of the rights but promises refu¬ 
tation to come. Its opening para¬ 
graphs are these: 

“1 desire to invite your attention 
to-night to one of these details in the 
history of the Norfolk Islanders. It 
is, however, an important detail, 
for it has been the cause of constant 


disputes between the Norfolk Islanders 
and the Government. It has been 
responsible for the personal interfer¬ 
ence of several Governors of New 
South Wales. It has led to the appoint¬ 
ment of Commissions and Royal Com¬ 
missions almost without number. It 
has formed the subject of an appeal to 
the King himself, and it is the big 
heart-burning question which agitates 
the breast of the Norfolk Islander to¬ 
day. 

"Everyone knows that Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is inhabited, mainly by the de¬ 
scendants of some of the mutineers 
of the ship Bounty, who had, for a 
number of years, lived and multiplied 
on the small Island of Pitcairn; but it 
is not generally known under what cir¬ 
cumstances, for what reasons, and un¬ 
der what conditions their removal to 
Norfolk Island was made. These are 
the questions which I propose to in¬ 
vestigate to-night. 

"THEY CLAIM, IN FACT , 

AN ABSOLUTE OWNERSHIP. ■, " 

"The present-day visitor to Norfolk 
Island has all of these questions very 
easily answered and settled for him by 
the Islanders. They claim, in fact, 
an absolute ownership of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 1 think, however, it will be 
seen upon careful investigation of 
such original documents as remain, 
that there is no clear, equitable, and 
certainly no regular, legal, founda¬ 
tion, for such claim." 9 

Bladen's case for refuting the rights 
was built on four principal assertions. 
Three of these, in various forms, have 
been reflected in the writings of others 
concerned with the question over the 
years. Bladen's first assertion (in 
which few if any other historians have 
joined him) was that the Pitcairn 
community needed and wanted urgent¬ 
ly to move from Pitcairn to Norfolk. 
His other three main assertions were 
that the Pitcairners were simple, un¬ 
sophisticated people - and so presum - 
ably unable to understand the terms of 
their removal with accuracy; that var¬ 
ious British Government officers had 
used over-much persuasion to encour¬ 
age them to move, perhaps making 
promises they had no authority to 
make; and, most importantly, that 
Governor Denison had reserved the 
ultimate right of revision of any land 
allocations on Norfolk. 

Bladen said "There can be no rea¬ 
sonable doubt that before the ques¬ 
tion of removal to Norfolk Island 
was mooted the Pitcairn Islanders 
were anxious to emigrate." 

The word "anxious" is important. 

If the Pitcairners had been in dire 


straits and begging for relief, Nor¬ 
folk might be regarded as a purely 
charitable gift to them. Beggars may 
not be choosers, and have no right 
to feel cheated if the bowl of free 
soup turns out to have fewer chunks 
of meat than expected. But the Pit¬ 
cairners were not a charity case. 

Their self-supporting society was a 
source of delight and admiration in 
England. A politically-powerful 
group of churchmen and others was 
pressing the British Government to 
arrange a better home for the Pit¬ 
cairners. Norfolk Island was useless, 
and it became the Government poli¬ 
cy to offer it to the Pitcairners if 
they were prepared to abandon Pit¬ 
cairn and move. They were not in 
serious trouble nor were they "anx¬ 
ious" to accept the offer. 

The distinguished Pacific historian 
H. E. Maude put it this way: 

"Most had already decided to go, 
but at a general meeting a minority, 
led by George Adams, only son of die 
patriarch, elected to remain on Pit¬ 
cairn, the voting being 153 to 64. 

For some of these the love of their 
home Island was the over-riding con¬ 
sideration; others among the older 
generation remembered the disas¬ 
trous move to Tahiti twenty-four 
years before (l.e., in 1831). 

"Nevertheless, when the trans¬ 
port Morayshire arrived in April 1856 
to embark the emigrants, everybody 
went. It was. in fact, largely the 
1831 situation over again; commun¬ 
ity solidarity once more triumphed, 
reinforced, as it was, by the old 
fear of offending the British Govern¬ 
ment and the inability of the minor¬ 
ity to obtain the assurance which 
they had sought from the autocratic 
Denison as to their position should 
they remain behind. " ,0 

"SUCH AN OFFER COULD 
NEVER BE REPEATED... " 

Maude adds, "... such an offer 
could never be repeated and could 
only be rejected by the incorrigibly 
sentimental." 

The seasoned British officer who 
had sailed to Pitcairn in August, 1855, 
to determine the degree of willingness 
of the people to move to Norfolk, 
Captain Stephen G. Fremantle, later 
reported on his visit; 

"... although the mind of the 
people generally was made up, they 
asked for a day or two for inquiry and 
consultation, before finally deciding 
upon so gr&ye a question, and one 
so closely affecting their future des¬ 
tiny. 

"The following evening a general 
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(Norfolk Island) Limited 

PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

/) ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

//fflfROUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 

(/ Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 
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DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 
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SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 




OUTSTANDING HONOUR FROM OUTSTANDING BRITISH MAGAZINE 


Practical Photography 


Camera of the fear 



OLYMPUS have scored a 
resounding hat-trick by again 
winning Practical 
Photography's Camera of the 
Year. 

The first two times they 
trounced a powerful opposition 
with the amazing Olympus 
OM-1 — now they have won 
again with the more 
sophisticated sister model, the 
automatic OM-2. 

And the OM-2, which was 
just one in a field of 28 eligible 
cameras, received over 20 per 
cent of ail the votes cast — an 
even higher percentage than 
the OM-1 secured in previous 
years (13 per cent in 1975 and 
15 per cent in 1976). 

This proves that PP readers, 
who can be described as 
representing the average keen 
British amateur, are more than 
ever convinced of the 
superiority of Olympus 
technology, based as it is on 
the “smaller, lighter, quieter" 
philosophy. 

Just how much the 
popularity of the Olympus, as 
measured by PP Camera of the 
Year polls, has affected the 
market generally, has been 
demonstrated by a pronounced 
shift toward more compact 
35mm SLR cameras. Such 
weli-estabiished manufacturers 
as Canon and Asahi Pentax, for 
example, have now bowed to 
the inevitable winds of change 
and are themselves bringing 
out lighter, smaller and more 
streamlined units. In some 
cases they are even beginning 
to leave the one that started it 
all — the OM-1 — noticeably 
bigger! 


As one voter, Brian 
Cocksedge of Lincoln, so aptly 
described the OM-2 "Olympus 
have inserted a large brain in 
the small body of the OM-1". 

Well, of course, it is the 
particular aperture-preferred 
automatic metering system of 
the OM-2 that makes it stand 
head and shoulders above the 
competition, if nothing else. For 
a start, it is about 32 times as 
sensitive as the average TTL 
CdS meter. It takes a reading 
from the light reaching the focal 
plane during, and not before the 
exposure. It does this by a 
silicon photocell reading of a 
computer-analysed pattern of 
tiny black and white squares in 
front of the shutter blind. In 
normal light situations, the 
reading is centre-weighted, but 
when the light gets poor, it 
averages out. On long 
exposures it will simply close 
the shutter when it thinks 
enough light has reached the 
film, even if the light changes in 
strength during the exposure. It 


is truly a camera that sets you 
free to create the picture. 

And it shares the full 
specification of the OM-1 — 
bayonet mount; speeds from 1 
second to 1/1000 sec; film 
speed setting from ASA 
12-1600; an extra big, bright 
viewfinder that gives you 97 per 
cent of the actual picture field; a 
self timer; a depth of field 
preview button; and a total 
weight of just 690 grammes 
with an f/1.8 lens. 

Behind the camera is the 
comprehensive and lightweight 
Olympus system with a full 
range of lenses, including such 
niceties as a motordrive 
capable of giving you five 
frames a second, and recordata 
backs. 

There is just one thing the 
OM-2 hasn't got, which the 
OM-1 has — and that's a 
mirror-lock capability. If you ask 
Olympus why, they will tell you 
that the shutter is so smooth on 
the OM-2. they decided it wasn't 
necessary! 


C AMERA LI N ES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 


meeting of the community was held, 
and a very large majority at once 
closed with the offer which had been 
made. ” u 

Bladen appears to have erred in 
describing the community's anxiety 
to move. Earlier in his paper he had 
similarly misjudged the Pitcairners’ 
eagerness in 1831 to move from Pit¬ 
cairn to Tahiti. Of that move he 
said: 

"... the explanation of this first 
abandonment of (Pitcairn) Island was 
twofold: 

"1. They had been tampering 
with the water supply, and had 
placed themselves at the mercy 
of the rainfall. 

"2. They were afraid of incurring 
the displeasure of the British 
Government if they refused to 
take advantage of the conven¬ 
ience of removal which, at con¬ 
siderable expense, had been pro¬ 
vided at the request of the Islan d¬ 
ers. " (The italics are Bladen’s.) 

H.E. Maude found quite the reverse. 

"From reports made by Waldegrave 
and other visitors to the Island, both 
Barrow and Nott came to the conclu¬ 
sion that the people were not, in 
fact, either in imminent danger of 
famine or anxious to migrate. 

”It was too late to halt the bureau¬ 
cratic machine, however... Arriving 
at Pitcairn in February 1831, Sandilands 
soon found that many of the Islanders 
did not want to leave their home at 
all... That there was any real fear 
of Pitcairn's water or food resources 
proving insufficient is doubtful. " 12 

The current Royal Commission Re¬ 
port observes that die moves to trans¬ 
fer the Pitcairn community to Tahiti 
in 1831 "appear to have been made 
without the full knowledge of the Pit¬ 
cairners themselves... H *3 His¬ 
torian R. B. Nicolson put it more 
starkly. Having described plans made 
for moving the community, he says; 

"At this point the whole affair - 
perhaps speaking volumes for the con¬ 
cern of His Majesty's Government for 
even its most distant subjects and 
attesting to the virtuous intentions on 
their behalf engendered by the Pit¬ 
cairners' unique and pious position - 
provides a striking illustration of bene¬ 
volent bureaucracy knowing no bounds. 

’The only people who had not been 
consulted about the proposed move 
were the Pitcairners:” 14 

"THESE UNSOPHISTICATED AND 

SUSCEPTIBLE PEOPLE. ■. " 

Bladen, like others before and af¬ 
ter him, assumed that the Pitcairners 
had probably been too naive to grasp 


the hard facts of the terms of their 
bargain with the British Government. 

'It was, subsequently, a ground of 
complaint, ” he says, "that the im¬ 
agination of these unsophisticated and 
susceptible people had been worked 
upon by the highly coloured accounts 
and the urgent advocacy of British 
officers. "** 

The Pitcairners' lack of sophisti¬ 
cation has been cited from time to 
time in discussions of the historical 
rights, almost by way of apology: 

Poor things, they could not possibly 
have thought clearly. The apology 
carries with it a more serious over¬ 
tone. It implies that later Govern¬ 
ment authorities and investigators 
were educated, experienced and 
clear-thinking men, whose word 
was obviously more to he trusted. 

"It is.quite possible that a trusting 
and unsophisticated people, " wrote 
one such historian in 1966, "unused 
to the intricacy of diplomatic com¬ 
munication, gave their own inter¬ 
pretation to such letters as they re¬ 
ceived, a habit by no means uncom¬ 
mon among Norfolk Islanders today. 

Tt may be that the elders, con¬ 
vinced of the necessity to find a new 
home and anxious to get unanimity, 
did not fully disclose to die whole of 
the people the true position. ' ,16 

While we are considering the Pit¬ 
cairners' mental abilities, an old 
wives* tale should be noted and rec¬ 
ognised for what it is. This Is the 
imagined deterioration resulting 
from too close inbreeding over sev¬ 
eral generations. The tale has been 
gossiped by many people, includ¬ 
ing a former Norfolk minister and 
the latest Royal Commissioner, 
along with others equally unen¬ 
cumbered by qualifications in medi¬ 
cine, genetics or anthropology. The 
subject has been competently stud¬ 
ied only once, in the 1920s and 
'30s, by a distinguished scientist, 

H.L. Shapiro, who later became 
President of the American Anthro¬ 
pological Association. He compar¬ 
ed the Pitcairn and Norfolk people 
with other races on a scientific ba¬ 
sis and found no evidence of any 
physical or mental deterioration 
whatsoever, apart from some den - 
tal problems of uncertain origin on 
Pitcairn. 17 

The Pitcairners were gentle and 
courteous, modest and trusting. It is 
not imaginable that they could have 
been dim-witted or careless about the 
one most important material aspect 
of life for people living in a wholly 
agricultural economy: land owner¬ 
ship. 

The possibility of moving to some 


other island had been considered by 
the Pitcairners and by their friends in 
the outside world on numerous occa¬ 
sions. John Adams, the patriarch, 
had discussed it with Captain F. W. 
Beechey of H. M, S. Blossom a s early 
as 1825 - 31 years before the migra- 
tion to Norfolk. 18 They were 
offered land in Hawaii by Kamehameha 
III and other residents, but declined 
the offer. 19 The Queen of Hua- 

hine said they would be welcome on 
that island, where one of the Pitcairn 
women had owned land, but the Isl¬ 
anders decided against that offer also. 20 
They inquired about the possibility of 
their being permitted to take over Juan 
Fernandez, but Chile was apparently 
not interested in having them do so. 21 
Norfolk Island was mentioned, for the 
British Government had begun making 
plans to abandon the Island and the 
penal settlement there - plans that had 
been suggested to the Government as 
early as 1847 by Sir William Deni¬ 
son. 22 Sunday Island, in the Kerm- 
adecs, was also considered. 23 

HAWAII? HUAH1NE? JUAN 

FERNANDEZ? SUNDAY ISLAND? 

NORFOLK ISLAND? 

In considering such possibilities the 
Pitcairners weighed what information 
they could get from visiting ship cap¬ 
tains and from correspondence. Lo¬ 
cation, climate, land fertility, the 
protection of the British Crown, ex¬ 
clusivity of possession, size, security 
of tenure - these and no doubt other 
considerations were plainly of basic 
importance to them. Until 1855, 
when discussions about Norfolk Isl¬ 
and began reaching a level of 
great seriousness, each of those 
other hypothetical new island homes 
had been discarded from their con¬ 
sideration, for one or more reasons. 

But as the Norfolk possibility came 
gradually into focus, it commenced 
to look to the Pitcairners as if it 
could be a potentially satisfactory al¬ 
ternative to Pitcairn. 

In 1853 Chief Magistrate Matthew 
McCoy asked B. Toup Nicolas, Bri¬ 
tish Consul at Raiatea, whether Nor¬ 
folk Island would be ceded to the 
Pitcairners if they were allowed to 
re-settle on Norfolk. Nicolas relay¬ 
ed the question to the Government and 
was informed late that year that the 
Government had in fact agreed to the 
idea of the Pitcairners' moving to 
Norfolk - but that "cession" was not 
appropriate. Nicolas relayed the Gov¬ 
ernment’s position to the Pitcairners 
on July 5. 1854. 

We come again to the term "cede”. 
There was no one of legal training 
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among the Pitcairners in 1853, and it 
is extremely unlikely that the word 
was used, in Chief Magistrate McCoy's 
request to Nicolas, with any precise 
political meaning. 

In replying to McCoy's request Ni¬ 
colas used inverted commas around 
the word "cede", as though to say that 
while the Government would not enter 
into a transaction with all of the legal 
entailments of cession, it would be 
willing to do what McCoy presumably 
had in mind - that is, give a proper, 
secure grant of tenure. Here is Nic¬ 
olas’s letter to the Pitcairners: 

"Raiatea, July 5,1854. 

"My dear friends. 

In accordance with your wishes con¬ 
veyed to me through your late lament¬ 
ed chief magistrate. Matthew McCoy, 

I addressed the Earl of Malmesbury on 
the subject of your removal, either 
wholly or in part, to Norfolk Island, 
provided the Government would con¬ 
sent to cede it to you. 

1 have received a despatch from 
the Earl of Clarendon, the present 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
who instructs me to make known to 
you that his Lordship has been inform¬ 
ed by the Duke of Newcastle, the Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Colonies, that 
Norfolk Island will be available for 
settlement of the Pitcairn islanders, 
or as many as will remove thither, 
by the end of the year 1854. Her 
Majesty's Government will also take 
measures to provide a vessel which 
shall call off Pitcairn's Island towards 
the close of that year for the purpose 
of removing the people to Norfolk 
Island. 

"While communicating this intelli¬ 
gence to you, I am at the same time 
to acquaint you that you will be pleased 
to understand that Norfolk Island can¬ 
not be "ceded" to the Pitcairn Islanders, 
but that grants will be made of allot¬ 
ments of land to the different families, 
and I am desired further to make known 
to you that it is not at present intended 
to allow any other class of settlers to 
reside or occupy land on the island. 

'To those who avail themselves of 
the opportunity of settling in Norfolk 
Island I would offer my warmest wish¬ 
es for their welfare in their new home, 
accompanied by a hope and a belief 
that they will take with them and re¬ 
tain that sterling principle and noble 
simplicity which have caused the Pit¬ 
cairn islanders to be so cared for by 
England. 

'To those who remain, should there 
be any who do so, I would offer wish¬ 
es as heartfelt as to those of their 
brethren who are about to depart, 
with a hope that the community at 
Pitcairn's Island will long continue 
to lead that life so primitively good. 
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so deservedly happy, which it was 
my good fortune to witness during 
my week's pleasant sojourn amongst 
them. 

Believe me, &c. " 24 

The Nicolas letter appears to be 
the last still-extant document address¬ 
ed to the Pitcairners, specifying 
some precise legal conditions ap¬ 
plying to their move to Norfolk. 

There is no indication that there were 
subsequent documents addressed to 
them, prior to the move, other than 
a letter from Governor Denison ex¬ 
pressing his heartfelt readiness to 
grant them any wish within his power. 

The Nicolas letter and its terms of 
proposed land tenure could not, ob¬ 
viously, satisy all the Islanders' un¬ 
certainties about the conditions attach¬ 
ing to the move. The letter did con¬ 
tain a reassurance in saying that the 
Government did not intend to let any¬ 
one but the Pitcairners live on Norfolk. 
Secure land tenure, on an island barr¬ 
ed to other settlers, would seem to be 
the equivalent of a clear right to self- 
government; but Nicolas had includ¬ 
ed the words "not at present intend¬ 
ed". What if the Government's in¬ 
tentions changed, later on? So far 
as the Pitcairners were concerned the 
Nicolas letter certainly did not in¬ 
dicate that Norfolk Island would meet 
all of the conditions they felt they re¬ 
quired in a new home. They needed 
to know more. 

"THE HIGHLY COLOURED ACCOUNTS 
OF BRITISH OFFICERS... " 

Bladen not only alluded to the possi¬ 
bility that Captain Fremantle and Act¬ 
ing Lieutenant Gregorie - and perhaps 
others - had led the Pitcairners to ex¬ 
pect more than the Government actu¬ 
ally intended; he suggested a motive: 

"It was, subsequently, a ground of 
complaint that the imagination of 
these unsophisticated and susceptible 
people had been worked upon by the 
highly coloured accounts and the ur¬ 
gent advocacy of British officers." 25 

"Although Fremantle disclaims 
having used any 'undue persuasion, ’ 
he evidently took a deal of trouble 
to win over those who were unwill¬ 
ing to go." 26 

"... it is not to be wondered that 
Gregorie overstepped his instructions 
.. .Rumour has it that Gregorie was 
greatly influenced by his attach¬ 
ment to the daughter of one of the 
Islanders." 2 7 

In the text for his summing-up 
address to the Royal Commission re¬ 
cently completed, Cedric Hampson, 

Q. C., Counsel Assisting the Commi¬ 
ssion, also expressed the conclusion 
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that visiting British representatives 
may have drawn too long a bow; 

"As it appears that Acting Lt, 
Gregorie was instructed to press the 
reluctant minority into leaving Pit¬ 
cairn Island with the majority it is 
quite possible that he made prom¬ 
ises to them beyond his authority* 28 . 

Fremantle had however sailed to 
Pitcairn not to persuade the people 
to move, but to learn whether or 
not they wanted to move. His 
mission was at the request made to 
Denison by the Secretary of State 
for Colonies, Sir George Grey: 

"ASCERTAIN HOW MANY 
WOULD BE READY AND WILLING... " 

"... especially as there is some 
doubt whether the whole of the Pit¬ 
cairn V settlers would be willing to 
emigrate, I do not consider it pru¬ 
dent now to send a ship direct from 
England for their removal. I have 
to instruct you. therefore, to request 
the senior naval officer to take the 
first convenient opportunity of caus¬ 
ing a vessel of war to visit Pitcairn's 
Island, and to ascertain how many 
of the inhabitants would be ready 
and willing to proceed to Norfolk 
Island if a ship were provided for 
that purpose. Should the answer be 
favourable, I should wish you to en¬ 
gage and equip at Sydney a suitable 
vessel for the removal... ” 29 

Fremantle, senior officer in Aust¬ 
ralia and a man of calm judgment, 
would have failed in his duty had he 
either persuaded or dissuaded the 
Pitcairners concerning their willing¬ 
ness to move. He gave them a des¬ 
cription of Norfolk Island that Gov¬ 
ernor Denison had prepared, and his 
ship’s officers gave favourable ac¬ 
counts of Norfolk, based on their 
personal observations. There is no 
reason to believe that Fremantle 
presented the Islanders with any¬ 
thing other than a fair view of the 
facts as he knew them. 

Acting Lieutenant Gregorie, call¬ 
ing with the Morayshire eight months 
later to remove the settlers and see 
them into their new home, took with 
him a bounteously reassuring letter 
from Governor Denison, addressed 
to the community, and his own in¬ 
structions from Denison concerning 
the plan to be carried out at Norfolk. 
Bladen's claim that Gregorie had 
overstepped his instructions must be 
judged in the light of what those in¬ 
structions were. We will look at 
them before long. 

Bladen's judgment was that "The 
claim of the Islanders to unaliena¬ 
ted land could only rest on Govern- 
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or Denison's instructions to Gregorie 
to make reserves, and then to divide - 
first the cleared land and secondly die 
uncleared land among die different 
heads of families. This, at the de¬ 
sire of the inhabitants (as already 
stated) was not done. " But Bladen 
goes on to point out the undoing of 
the Islanders' claim. "It must, 
however, be borne in mind that any 
aeaiwtof Gregorie in regard to the 
partition of land war subject to re¬ 
vision or alteration by the Govern¬ 
or. ” ?o 

"PRIOR TO SAILING, “ 

SAYS BLADEN 

This crucial power of revision or 
alteration by the Governor was an 
amendment by Denison to his original 
instructions to Gregorie. "Prior to 
sailing, " says Bladen, "Gregorie was 
furnished by Governor Denison with 
additional instructions in regard to 
the distribution of land - to the 
effect that a distinct provision was 
to be inserted subjecting the arrange¬ 
ment to revision or amendment by 
the Governor of New South Wales." 31 

Denison’s amendment to Gregorie's 
instructions is stated in plain words. 
"With reference to that paragraph of 
your instructions by which you were 
directed to divide the land at Norfolk 
Island among the families of the Pit¬ 
cairn islanders, " he wrote, "reserv¬ 
ing only certain portions as specified 
for public purposes. I have now to di¬ 
rect you to do this, with a distinct 
provision that the arrangement of the 
land is subject to be revised and am¬ 
ended if necessary by the Governor- 
General of New South Wales, to 
whom all arrangements connected 
with the settlement of the island 
have been entrusted by Her Majes¬ 
ty. "32 

On that amendment hangs the 
claim by Governors, administrators, 
historians and investigators ever since 
that Norfolk Island was not actually, 
handed over to the Pitcairners. The 
meaning of the wording is a bit un¬ 
clear: in speaking of the "arrange¬ 
ment" of the land, did Denison mean 
the laying out of boundary lines be¬ 
tween the settlers' properties? Or did 
he mean that he intended to reserve 
the right to limit the settlers to mod¬ 
est plots of land, and keep much erf 
the Island as Crown Land, to be dis¬ 
posed of as he or future Governors 
might think suitable? 

While it may seem to be favouring 
the Governor's powers a bit, the auth¬ 
orities ever since have supported the 
latter of those two meanings, and 
have therefore said that tire Pitcairn 
settlers were entitled under their a- 


greement with the British Govern¬ 
ment to no more than the 50-acre 
plots that were later mapped out. 

But it does not matter which of the 
two meanings Denison intended. Nei¬ 
ther of them, nor any other amend¬ 
ment to Gregorie's instructions that 
might then or afterward have occurr¬ 
ed to Denison, could have any le¬ 
gal or moral validity in the negotia¬ 
tions with the Pitcairners. Their com¬ 
pact with the British Government was 
made on May 3rd, 1856, on the terms 
contained in Gregorie's original in¬ 
structions. The idea of altering die 
terms did not occur to Denison until 
May 16th, when he wrote his supposed 
amendment. 

The Morayshire had left Sydney on 
February 23, 1856, with Gregorie 
aboard, carrying his instructions 
from Denison, dated "February, 1856”, 
a copy of which was enclosed in a 
despatch from Denison to. Sir George 
Grey dated February 27. 33 The 
Morayshire arrived at Pitcairn Island 
on April 22, staying there for eleven 
days while the Pitcairners went 
through their final considerations, 
decided to accept the Government's 
offer, and loaded their possessions 
and themselves aboard the ship. 

On the day Denison issued his 
"amendment". Gregorie was a- 
board the Morayshire with the Pit¬ 
cairners. who had left their old 
home, abandoned, almost two weeks 
before. 

Sir William Denison was confront¬ 
ed with a problem. It can be describ¬ 
ed in a phrase that is sometimes used 
jokingly but that has irrevocable im¬ 
plications when there are serious mat¬ 
ters at stake. His effort to regain 
control over land grants had missed 
the boat to Pitcairn, where the terms 
of the original offer had already been 
accepted. 


It is necessary to pause at this 
point and reflect bn some of the diffi¬ 
culties engendered by the long line 
of communication between London 
and Sydney in those times. The 
difficulties affected Governors and 
Colonial Secretaries then, and affect 
anyone attempting to track through 
the despatches now. Proposal "B" 
is written out by a Governor, and. it 
goes off to London, and soon the Sec¬ 
retary's reply to proposal "A" arrives. 
It is answered with comments and 
'new proposal "C". which wends its 
way northward. A month or two la¬ 
ter London's decision on proposal "B" 
reaches Sydney; and so the leap¬ 
frogging of communications goes on, 
circumstances and attitudes altering 
all the while. Denison's belated 


attempt to regain control of the fi¬ 
nal say on Norfolk Island land distri¬ 
butions was apparently the result of 
nothing more than an unnecessary 
attempt on his part to respond to a 
comment from London that had al¬ 
ready been superseded. Nothing in 
the many scores of despatches that 
I have studied gives any indication 
that the British Government had 
even a slight wish to retain that 
right. 

SO MUCH FOR the last point in F. 

M Bladen's 1906 essay at refuting the 
historical rights of the Pitcairn set¬ 
tlers. On examination, bis four prin¬ 
cipal points all melt away. The Pit¬ 
cairners were not begging for a new 
home. They were not simpletons 
unaware of die need for clear land 
tenure. There is no evidence that 
Captain Fremantle promised die Isl¬ 
anders more than he should have. 

As to Gregorie, all one need do now 
is read his instructions from Denison. 
And Denison did not think to reserve 
the right of revising land grants until 
after the compact had been made with 
the Pitcairners on May 3, 1856. 

"THEY SEEMED TO HAVE 
ACQUIRED THE IDEA THAT THE 
WHOLE OF NORFOLK 

WAS TO BE GIVEN TO THEM,.. " 

In 1914, as Australia took over the 
administration of Norfolk Island from 
England, Australia's Secretary of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs made 
a detailed report on the Island. The 
report is clipped, professional in 
tone, and frequently disdainful of 
the Norfolk people. It disposes of the 
historical rights in two sentences, 
as though putting a stray cat out of 
the house: 

"Much controversy has been raised 
concerning the understanding as to 
die terms on which the Pitcairners 
were to occupy their new land. They 
seemed to have acquired die idea 
that the whole of Norfolk was to be 
given to them as their exclusive pro¬ 
perty, but it is beyond doubt that the 
arrangement was not that Norfolk was 
to be ceded to them, but only that 
grants of land would be made to the 
different families, though the deci¬ 
sion was expressed that it was 'not 
at present intended to allow any oth¬ 
er class of settlers to reside or occu¬ 
py land on the Island'." 

Within twelve years Norfolk was 
under the direction of an Australian 
Administrator who caused enough 
trouble to warrant die setting of a 
Royal Commission. It found that he 
had impugned the morals of the 
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people, "rudely shattered” their 
conception that an Administrator 
should be respectable, and was 
worthy of "immediate withdrawal", 
which followed soon afterward. 

High on the list of the Commis¬ 
sion's considerations was "a claim 
of the original Pitcairners to the 
whole of the lands of Norfolk Island. 
The Commission's Report dealt 
brusquely with the claim, saying: 

"Although the rights of the Crown 
in Norfolk Island were decided 
many years ago, and such decis¬ 
ion was communicated to those re¬ 
sponsible for the petition, the rep¬ 
resentations made to this Commis¬ 
sion have been briefly dealt with, 
in order that the inhabitants might 
become fully acquainted with the 
facts. This should.make the position 
cleat to the Islanders, and remove 
what has been advanced as a factor 
in die unrest evident at the present 
time." 


",., THE BELIEF THAT THE ISLAND 
WAS ffl BETHfclR EXCLU^V~ 
PROPERTY... " 


The Report made an attempt at 
refutation: "Whatever was conveyed 
to die original Islanders by the off- 
cers who supervised their removal, 

' and which might hjve given rise to 
the belief that the island was to be 
their exclusive property, was with 
out the sanction of the Government, 
and was certainly not binding on 
the Crown. ” 3* 

We shall consider later whether 
or not Lt. Gregorie’s statements to 
the Pitcairners were with, or with¬ 
out, the sanction of the Crown. 

Keep the point in mind; it was the 
principal logical point made by the 
1926 Royal Commission. 

As a matter of interest, it should 
be noted that the 1926 Commission's 
leading data on the move of the 
Pitcairners to Norfolk was prepared 
by a Barrister-at-law. According to 
the Report, he believed he had not 
overlooked a single source of infor¬ 
mation, and concluded that the Isl¬ 
anders’ "lack of good, legal back¬ 
ing for their claim is unquestiona¬ 
ble. ” His name was F. M. Bladen. 


Many times siltce 4856, claims 
have been made to one or another 
of the historical rights on Norfolk 
Island. It appears that almost every 
time such a claim has been advan¬ 
ced an effort has been made to re¬ 
fute it - without success. 

• 


THE FATEFUL FIGURE IN 

NORFOLK ISLAND'S HISTORY 

URGED ONWARD by widespread pub¬ 
lic feelings of support for the Pit¬ 
cairners, the British Government in 
the early 1850s began forming the 
policies that would lead to the mak¬ 
ing of a specific offer in 1856. 

Some of those policies, and most 
of the detailed planning needed to 
implement them, first took shape in 
the mind of the Government's sen¬ 
ior man on the scene. Sir William 
Denison, who was at the time Lieut. 
Governor of Van Dieman's Land, in¬ 
cluding that Colony's remote prison 
settlement, Norfolk Island. 

Denison's early attitude toward 
the Pitcairners - never having met 
them, never having seen Pitcairn, 
apparently never having seen Nor¬ 
folk Island - was that they would 
need administrative supervision and 
direction should they move to Nor¬ 
folk. It was in this frame of mind 
that he wrote the Duke of Newcastle 
in June, 1853; 

"Looking, however, to the indol¬ 
ence of the South Sea islander,, the 
effect partly of the climate in which 
they live, partly of their natural 
constitution, I should suggest that 
the grant of land to each family 
should at first be limited to an 
amount sufficient to maintain the 
individuals composing it, and the 
quantity of stock which it may be 
thought advisable to allot to them. 
Facilities and inducements should 
then be held out to them to acquire 
more land, for which a fair sum 
per acre should be charged; but, 
looking to the confined area of the 
island, which does not contain more 
than 10, 000 or 12 , 000 acres, 1 would 
submit that the whole should be re¬ 
served for the native population, and 
be disposed of under such regulations 
as would effectually prevent any 
jobbing on the part of speculators or 
capitalists who might be disposed 
to take advantage of the ignorance 
of die natives. " 35 ; 

Plans for the prospective move 
continued to mature but Denison had 
little occasion to learn more about 
the Pitcairners. Late in 1854 he 
wrote to Sir George Grey: 

T would also suggest that I 
should have power to appoint a ma¬ 
gistrate, and that provision should 
be made for the payment of his sal¬ 
ary, and for that of a police, by the 
collection of a trifling duty on im¬ 
ports. or by some other means... ” 36 
By this time Denison has however 
ceased referring to the Pitcairners 


as "the natives" and had begun call¬ 
ing them "the new settlers". 

During 1855 the Pitcairners ad¬ 
vanced further in Denison's mind to 
being "colonists" but he still felt 
they would require outside regula¬ 
tion. In September he wrote to 
the Secretary of State for Colonies; 

‘1 would also take the liberty of 
suggesting to your Lordship the ad¬ 
visability of establishing some author¬ 
ity upon the island, who will, under 
some general instructions emanating 
either from Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment direct, or from the Governor 
of the Colony to which Norfolk Isl¬ 
and may be attached, regulate the 
allotment of land to the families 
of the new colonists, and make such 
arrangements with relation to the pur¬ 
chase of additional portions of land, 
either by the colonists or by their 
children, as may tend to encourage 
industry amongst them and induce 
them to struggle against the ener¬ 
vating influence of the climate. " 37 

Denison’s attitudes toward the Pit¬ 
cairners changed radically at the end 
of 1855. Captain Fremantle had vis¬ 
ited Pitcairn in September of that 
year and spent three memorable days 
with the Islanders. He returned to 
Sydney on December 27, and soon 
afterward had a conversation with the 
Governor about them. Fremantle had 
a powerful respect and affection for 
the people of Pitcairn, and he seems 
to have infused his enthusiasm and 
confidence into Denison's thinking. 

Apparently having gained a whole 
new insight into the Pitcairn com¬ 
munity, Denison completely discard¬ 
ed his previous Ueas about the Isl¬ 
anders’ need for supervision. In this 
newly enlightened frame of mind, 
he set to work composing a master 
plan for re-settling them on Norfolk 
Island. 

THE GREAT CONSTELLATION 
OF THREE DESPATCHES 

His authorisation to use his own 
judgment in composing that plan, 
and the details of the plan itself, 
and the British Government’s ratifi¬ 
cation of the scheme are revealed 
in a great constellation of three de¬ 
spatches. Once this constellation is 
recognised it is unforgettable. But¬ 
tressed on one side by an Act of Par¬ 
liament and on the other by an Ord¬ 
er in Council, it reveals what the 
Pitcairn and Norfolk people have al¬ 
ways known was true but could never 
demonstrate to the outside world. 

The three despatches are the authori¬ 
ty for and the terms of the Pitcairn 
Compact. 

In the first, the Secretary of State 
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Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can’t hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tromc control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




TlM Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 


HISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN APRIL 


Rise 6.29, set 6.13 

7 April, 1960 N.I. Act comes into effect-previous laws repealed 

10 April, 1810 Capt. Piper recalled as first settlement ends 

14 April, 1835Wild goats and pigs reported numerous on Phillip Is. 

16 April, 1845Great storm and landslide on Pitcairns 

22 April, 1856Meeting at the shcoolhouse on Pitcairns- Lt. 

Gregorie tells community they may have all of Norfolk with 

700 acres of land being public 

25 April, 1856Pitcairners agree to move to Norfolk and begin 
packing up 

28 April, 1789"Bounty"Mutiny 

Rise 6.30, set 6.12- 0 Rise 6.30. set 6.11 

Q . Rise 6.31. set 6.10- 

• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b'd(SP) 

• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 

•Council meeting 
•Film, sm’b*d(VV) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


<H) 

• Nutrition Classes begin 
(SDA 8 p) 


10 Rise6,33,set6 05 

«| *| Rise 6.34, set 6.04 

2 Rise s- 34 *^ 6 - 03 

^ 2 Rise 6 - 3 5. set 6. 0T. 

• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

• Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b’d (SP) 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Film, sm 'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

EASTER SUNDAY 

EASTER 91 ' MONDAY 



Rise 6.37, set 5. 58 

1 Q **** 6 ’ 38 ’ SCl 5- 57 

0 Rise 6. 38, set 5. 56 

2 Q Rise 6. 39, set 5. 5f 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b‘d(SP) 

£ 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

• C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 





yfj Rise 6.41, set 5.51 

2gWse 6.42, set 5.50 

2 ^ Rise 6.43, set 5.49 

2 "7 ^ 6 - 43>set 5 - 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b*d(W7.30p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

ANZAC DAY 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

• C’m’dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 

•Film, sm'b'd(VV) , 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

f . 



CALENDAR 


thu 

FRI 

SAT 


Rise 6.28, set 6.15 

Rise 6,29, set 6.14 


• Film, sm'b'dfVV) 

• Film (Pds) 

• Open Night(Nlk) 

• SDA service 

• Housie(RSL 8. OOp) 

Rise 6.31, set 6. 09 

^ Rise 6. 32, set 6.07 

g Rise 6.33. set 6. 06 


•Mini Market(PH, 9-12 a) 

•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

•Film(8. 00RSL) 

•Rotary (6.30Nlk) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open night(Pds) 

• SDA Service 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

^ Fancy Dress Frolic(RH, 6p) 

• School Carnival 

GOOD FRIDAY 

EASTER SATURDAY 

Rise 6.35, set 6. 01 

^ mm Rise 6.36. set 6.00 

15 

— Rise 6.37, set 5.59 

16 

•HousiefLC) 

©BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 

•Rotary (Nlk6.3 Op) 

•Film^RSLS. OOp) 

•Open nightfPds) 

• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

W se 6.-40, set 5.54 

Rise 6.40, set 5. 53 

2 g Rise 6.41. set 5. 52 
• Mini Market(PH, 9-12 a) 

•HousiefLC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 

• Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 

• Film (RSL 8p.) 

•Open Night (Pds) 

• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

Rise 6.44, set 5. 47 

—^ Rise6.44, set 5. 46 

29 

30 Rise 6 45> set 5 45 

•HousiefLC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•FilmfRSL8. OOp) 
•RotaryfNlk6.30p) 

•Fiim(RSL8.00p) 

•Open night(Pds) 

• SDA service a 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 


key 

Rise - Sunrise 
*et - Sunset 


LOCATIONS 


A - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP - Bicentennial Park 
BH - Branka House 
C - Catholic Church 
CE - All Saints 
EB - Emily Bay 
G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 
H - Hospital 
KO - Kingston Oval 
Lib - Library 
LC - Leagues Club 
LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 
M - Museum Building 
MC - Methodist Church 
Nik - Norfolk Hotel 
Pds - Paradise 
PH - Pitcairners Hall 
RH - Rawson Hall 
RSL - R. S. L. Club 
Scl - N.l. School 
SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP - South Pacific 

StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW - Simons Water 
VV - Valley View 
YC - Youth Centre 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and ISO 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Pastor Eric Dronfield. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; Open, from 9- 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 6. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Pri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm MonEri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie atDe 
Chesne's store across from the Milk Bar. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
i0-12 and 12.45-4.00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 
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H 


IN PERSON : GUITARIST/FOLKSINGER DON REYNOLDS SINGS THE SONGS AND CHANTEYS OF OLD NORFOLK 

at The Garrison Restaurant - phone 2073 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 



theTRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

ADCM 7 niVC 7 QH Q __ (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN f UAY5 I »0U 3111 10 3 piD only from 9 am to 7 prti — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties. ..mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
'when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 





Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


the world's 
of accuracy. 


The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and excitingjicope of quartz watches 
for men and womep. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. $a 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





for the Colonies gives Denison author¬ 
ity to take, according to his own lo¬ 
cal judgment, all the actions tnat 
may be fitting or necessary in mov¬ 
ing the Pitcairners and establishing 
them on Norfolk Island - bearing in 
mind the welfare of the Pitcairners, 
and enabling them if possible to con¬ 
tinue being left to the sole manage¬ 
ment of their own affairs. 38 This 
despatch authorises Denison to act 
on behalf of the British Government. 

In the second, Denison lays out in 
explicit detail his plans for the en¬ 
tire operation. This is a massive 
despatch, with four separate docu¬ 
ments included, Among diem is the 
full text of Denison’s instructions to 
Gregorie to move the Pitcairners to 
Norfolk, divide the Island’s land 
among them according to their own 
wishes and leave them to govern 
themselves. The despatch is Deni¬ 
son at his best: thorough, efficient, 
benevolent, decisive. 

It is explicit on the two basic his¬ 
torical ri$its of the Pitcairn settlers, 
ownership of Norfolk Island and self- 
government. 

"DIVIDE THE WHOLE ISLAND 

BETWEEN THE NEW COMERS... " 

As to ownership Denison says he 
has decided to "make but few re¬ 
serves for public purposes, and with 
these exceptions to divide the whole 
island between the new comers... 
land should be transferred to the 
new comers in such a manner as to 
give them a right to deal with it as 
their own... ” 33 

As to self-government he had de¬ 
cided that Norfolk "should not form 
part of any of the adjacent Colonies, 
but should be kept altogether dis¬ 
tinct from and independent of them. 
The effect of making it a part of 
any of these Colonies would be to 
confer on their legislatures die right 
of dealing with the people and the 
land according to their will and 
pleasure..." As to the authority a 
Governor should have, he says "The 
Governor-General of the Australian 
Colonies might have a nominal jur¬ 
isdiction, in order that the people 
should have somebody to whom they 
might make their wants known and 
through whom they may correspond 
with Her Majesty's Government up¬ 
on the subject of the changes in the 
form of government which will in 
course of time become necessary or 
upon such matters as they may not 
be able to arrange among them¬ 
selves. " Years later it would be as¬ 
serted that the Governor was "su-*- 
preme legislator" for the Island. In 


Denison's master plan, such a notion 
would have been unimagined. 

Denison’s master plan reached the 
office of the Secretary of State for 
Colonies on June 10, I860. Labou- 
chere had no way of knowing that the 
Pitcairners had landed at Norfolk two 
days before, but he would have been 
aware that any reply he would, send 
to Denison would not reach Sydney 
until long after the entire operation 
had been completed. So he would 
have studied the despatch and its en¬ 
closures to see where Denison might 
have overstepped, and whether any 
corrective actions needed to be ord¬ 
ered. He found no such problems. 

"YOU HAVE CARRIED OUT THE WISHES 
OF HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT" 

Denison's master plan had been just 
what the British Government wanted. 
Within two weeks an Order in Coun¬ 
cil was made, with carefully-word¬ 
ed instructions limiting the Gover¬ 
nor's powers to the "nominal juris¬ 
diction" Denison had proposed. He 
and his successors were to proclaim 
laws and issue land grants - but the 
laws and the grants were to be made 
as the Pitcairners wanted them made. 

Labouchere sent Denison his copy 
of the Order and its instructions, and 
then on July 9th he wrote Denison as 
short and sweet a letter as a Gover¬ 
nor could get from the Government: 

"I have received your Despatch 
No. 37 of the 27th February, re¬ 
porting the further proceedings adopt¬ 
ed by you for effecting the removal 
of the Pitcairn Islanders. " So wrote 
the Secretary of State for the Colon¬ 
ies 

"I entirely approve of those pro¬ 
ceedings, and have to express to you 
my satisfaction at the manner in 
which you have earned out the wish¬ 
es of Her Majesty's Government as 
to the arrangements to be made for 
transferring these people to Norfolk 
Island." 39 

That despatch, from Labouchere, 
is the third of the three great des¬ 
patches. It put the British Govern¬ 
ment's capstone on the plan that 
Denison had made and set into mo¬ 
tion by sending Lt. Gregorie off to 
Pitcairn in the Morayshire . 

IN THE SCHOOL-HOUSE 
ON PITCAIRN ISLAND 

When the Morayshire arrived off 
Pitcairn's on April 22, 1856, the Isl¬ 
anders were expecting her; she was 
"the ship" that would take them to 
a new island if they would go. 

Directly after landing Gregorie as¬ 


sembled the people of the Island for 
a meeting in the school-house. They 
all met again that evening for more 
discussion. 

There are several fragmentary ac¬ 
counts of the discussions. Gregorie 
later prepared a detailed report of 
the entire voyage for Ct.pt. Freman¬ 
tle. His report was passed on to Den¬ 
ison. Somewhere along the line edi¬ 
ting was done: Denison sent what 
he termed a "selection" of this re¬ 
port, over two foolscap pages of 
typesetting in length, to Labou¬ 
chere. 40 

Another account was written by a 
Mr. Robinson, who was voyaging 
on the Morayshire for his health 
and Who took part in die talks, ap¬ 
parently with Gregorie's authority. 

Another brief account of the dis¬ 
cussions was written 40 years later 
and sworn to by First Councillor 
Thomas Buffett. 

From what they had learned from 
B. Toup Nicolas's letter, from 
Captain Fremantle and his officers, 
from Governor Denison’s written de¬ 
scription of Norfolk in 1855, and 
from other sources, the Islanders had 
a considerable amount of informa¬ 
tion before Gregorie began talking 
with them on April 22, 1856. 

The Pitcairners had a reasonably 
accurate knowledge of Norfolk's 
size, climate, soil, rainfall, exist¬ 
ing buildings, roads wells and other 
facilities. They knew that the voy¬ 
age, would be free. They knew Nor¬ 
folk could not be "ceded” to them 
in a legal sense, but that land grants 
would be issued. That left some 
essential matters as yet unconfirmed; 
would they be granted all of the Isl¬ 
and's land? Would there be unaliena¬ 
ted land left for other settlers to come 
later on and interfere with their com¬ 
munity? Would there be some new 
Government authority to take deci¬ 
sions out of their hands? Could they 
be assured of living their own style 
of life, as they believed best? None 
of those freedoms was at risk if they 
remained on Pitcairn. Would some 
be lost, if they abandoned Pitcairn 
and moved to Norfolk? It was the 
hour of closing the compact with the 
British Government. 

We know from Gregorie's later re¬ 
port that several of the families 
were "very undecided about going”. 
We know from Robinson's account 
that the matter was "argued with 
great spirit, 'pro and con'", and 
that "we set about in good earnest 
by the most persuasive arguments" 
to urge everyone to go - including 
the argument that the British Gov¬ 
ernment was ready to "place at 
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their disposal one of the most beau¬ 
tiful islands in the world". 41 

We know from Gregorle's account 
, that a letter from Governor Denison 
was given to Chief Magistrate Fred¬ 
erick Young, who read it out to all 
present. And we know from Thom¬ 
as Buffett's sworn recollection, in 
1896, that Gregorle himself "read 
a letter." 

The only known letter Gregorie’ 
could have read from was his letter 
of Instructions from Denison. He 
would surely not have read it all, 
as you will see. Here it is in full: 

"Government House, Sydney, 
February 1856. 

"Sir, 

"I expressed to Captain Fremantle 
my wish that he would appoint an 
officer to superintend the removal of 
the inhabitants of Pitcairn's Island 
to Norfolk Island, and I have re¬ 
ceived from him an intimation that 
he has ordered you to undertake that 
service. He has now informed me, 
that directions have been given to 
you to conform to such orders and in¬ 
structions as you may receive from 
me. 

"2. In this letter you will receive 
such general instructions as I am in 
a position to give; but from the man¬ 
ner in which Captain Fremantle has 
spoken to me of you, I feel that I 
can place perfect confidence in your 
zeal and intelligence, and I believe 
that you will exert yourself to carry 
into effect the very peculiar duties 
which will devolve upon you, in ac¬ 
cordance with the spirit of the instruc¬ 
tions which you may receive, - in¬ 
structions which of course cannot be 
very precise or definite, but in which 
much must be left to your judgment 
and discretion. 

"3. First then, with regard to the 
removal of the inhabitants from Pit¬ 
cairn's Island, I am informed that 
some of the families are disinclined 
to remove, and it is probable refer¬ 
ence will be made to you as to the 
wish of the Government with rela¬ 
tion to this. Should this be so, it 
would be as well that you should use 
your influence to induce the whole 
community to move together. But 
as the Government has nothing in 
view but the promotion of the happi¬ 
ness and welfare of the people them¬ 
selves, you must not consider your¬ 
self at liberty to do more than ad¬ 
vise the people to act in a manner, 
which, it is believed, will accord 
best with their own interests and fu¬ 
ture well being. 

"4. Those who embark should be 
warned to take with them all their 
stores of yams, &c.; for although 


provision has been made by the Gov¬ 
ernment for their subsistence in Nor¬ 
folk Island, yet it will be wise to 
guard against the possible risk which 
may occur to render this provision in¬ 
sufficient. They should also bring 
with them clothes, bedding, &c. : in 
fact, they should leave nothing be¬ 
hind which may be useful to them 
hereafter. 

“5. You will, of course, pay 
special attention to maintain the 
strictest separation between the crew 
of the vessel and the female passen¬ 
gers, on their way from one island 
to the other, and after their landing 
on Norfolk Island, bearing in mind 
that the simplicity of the islanders 
lays them peculiarly open to re¬ 
ceive impressions from others. 

"6. On your arrival at Norfolk 
Island, you will make such arrange¬ 
ments for landing the islanders and 
their goods as will altogether prevent 
any intercourse between them and 
the convicts now on the island. The 
detail of these arrangements must be 
left to yourself, as they will of course 
vary according to the side of the isl¬ 
and upon which the debarkation and 
embarkation will be made; but you 
will understand that the greatest 
stress is laid upon the complete sep¬ 
aration of the new comers from the 
old occupants of the island, none of 
whom should be called in to assist 
in landing either passengers or stores, 
unless some absolute necessity should 
exist for doing so, in which case the 
rule respecting non-intercourse must 
be most absolute, and you may en¬ 
force it by any means in your power. 

"7. When the Pitcairn islanders 
are landed, you will arrange, in 
concert with the magistrate or who¬ 
ever may be in authority amongst 
them, for their accommodation in 
the houses and buildings which are 
now standing. The officer of the 
Commissariat now on the island will 
probably be able to give you a good 
deal of assistance and information. 
Wbich will facilitate these 
arrangements; and when this is sett¬ 
led, you will proceed to divide a- 
mong the different families the land, 
which having been already cleared 
will probably be easier brought into 
cultivation than the bush land, and 
you will impress upon each and all 
the absolute necessity of proceeding 
to clear and cultivate it without de- 
i lay. Maize has been sent down for 
seed, and sweet potatoes will be 
found on the island itself. 

"8. You will mark off a portion 
of the cleared land as a reserve for 
church and school purposes, that is, 
as a glebe for the clergyman which 


will be sufficient for his support; for 
that of a schoolmaster, say 150 or 
200 acres. 

"9. You will also mark off as a 
reserve for public purposes a portion 
of land along the margin of the sea 
at both landing places, and it would 
probably be as well that the land 
now occupied by the gaol and some 
other of the public buildings should 
be included in this public reserve, 
unless they are absolutely required 
for private occupation. 

"10. Of the uncleared land a 
portion, say 500 acres, more or 
less, may be reserved for public 
purposes, the remainder should, I 
think, be handed over to the differ¬ 
ent heads of families according to 
some scale of distribution agreed up¬ 
on between yourself and the magis¬ 
trate, the object being to check as 
much as possible any attempt on the 
part of the inhabitants of the adjoin¬ 
ing Colonies to settle on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 

"11. No detailed instructions can 
be given for your guidance in the per¬ 
formance of this part of your duty. 

I will, however, if possible, send 
down by the Herald, a plan of the 
island, and at all events I will 
despatch by that vessel a sapper sur¬ 
veyor or two, who will be placed un¬ 
der your orders, and will assist you 
in the mechanical part of the work 
of allotting the land to different fam¬ 
ilies. 

”12. I need hardly say that in all 
you do with reference to this distribu¬ 
tion, you should be most scrupulous¬ 
ly careful to consult the wishes of the 
new comers, and that you should act in 
concert with the magistrate on every 
occasion. 

"13. You will be specially careful 
to avoid mixing yourself up with any 
party movements among the islanders, 
of which I regret to hear there are 
some traces, originating, 1 believe, 
in the differences of opinion as to 
the position held by Mr. Nobbs. As 
regards your own conduct with rela¬ 
tion to Mr. Nobbs, I have to instruct 
you to pay him such respect as the 
position which the island authorities 
acknowledge him to hold would en¬ 
title him to receive; but you will not 
listen to any claim on his part to be 
recognized as having authority beyond 
that freely accorded to him by the isl¬ 
anders nhemselves. 

"14. You will not hand over to him 
the land reserved for church and school 
purposes, which will be left at the dis¬ 
posal of the community, but will 
place him in possession of the allot¬ 
ment to which he will be entitled as 
head of a family. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / April 1977 


26 




‘ELVA’S ’ 
Valleu View 

RESTAURANT 

ISLAND-OWNED 

Our specialty Is plenty of good Island food 
at a price suited to the family on a budget: 

Mon.. Tues.. Fri. and Sat , a really nice four-course 
dinner (choice of 6 dishes and 4 desserts) only $4 

M our special "Baked Dinner Island Style" 
of the trimmings. A feast - 88 per person 

Sun, and Wed. , we have a fine Island-style Smorqas- 
bord and then show a current-run film, all for fc 

New Cascade Rd. - Phone 2185 




SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING - 

LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 




OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM TPM. TELEPHONE 2 019 









FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a s"morgasbord and dance to “Lantana”; TUESDAY H ou si e; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY S ou th Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to "Toofey”; FRIDAY "Disco 
Night"; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 



MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 
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Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 








"15. As the islanders probably know 
nothing of the cultivation of maize, 
sweet potato, &c, which will form the 
staple of their consumption hereafter, 
it will be advisable that you should ob¬ 
tain from the commissariat officer in 
charge every information as to the 
proper seasons for planting or putting 
in those crops, the mode of cultiva¬ 
tion, the season of gathering, and the 
mode of stowing them away. In fact, 
you should endeavour to collect, for 
the use of the islanders, all the infor¬ 
mation with reference to the natural 
productions of the island, and those 
which have been introduced, either 
as articles of food or of luxury, which 
may have been gained during its pre¬ 
vious occupation, so that the new 
comers may not have to commence 
a fresh series of experiments, but 
may have the benefit of the exper¬ 
ience of their predecessors. 

”16. With regard to the provisions 
which have been sent down now for 
die islanders, as well as to the tools 
and stores of different kinds which 
will be left for their use, it will be 
necessary that you should act in con¬ 
cert with the officer of the commiss¬ 
ariat, and see that these are handed 
over to the magistrate, and that a 
proper receipt is given by him to the 
commissariat officer, as a release to 
the latter. 

"17. With regard to the distribu¬ 
tion of these stores and tools among 
the islanders, you will interfere as 
little as possible, except when your 
advice is asked for - it being desir¬ 
able that the islanders should learn 
as soon as possible to think and act 
for themselves under the novel cir¬ 
cumstances of their position. 

”18. In conclusion, I must press 
upon you the necessity of acting rath¬ 
er as the adviser of these people than 
as one placed in authority over them. 
The influence which you will be able 
to exercise will of course be very 
great, and I have every confidence 
that you will exert that influence in 
promoting harmony amongst a set 
of people who are about to be placed 
in a position which may very possib¬ 
ly tend to stimulate those evil passions 
to which their residence in Pitcairn's 
Island hardly afforded scope or oppor¬ 
tunity of development. 

"19. You will be good enough to 
keep a full record of your proceed¬ 
ings with relation to all the matters 
noticed in these instructions, and to 
make a full report to me, on your re¬ 
turn, of the mode in which you have 
carried out the duty intrusted to you, 
in order that 1 may forward it for the 
information of the Secretary of State; 
and you will accompany this report 
with any suggestions which you may 
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think calculated to facilitate the 
working of the experiment about to 
be made, or which may tend to the 
happiness and prosperity of the very 
interesting people who are the sub¬ 
ject of that experiment. 

“(Sigped) W. Denison" 

How much of those instructions did 
Gtegorie reveal to the Pitcairners, as 
they weighed the terms of the move 
for the last time? Surely he would 
have kept Denison's cautions about 
Rev. Nobbs to himself, and Denison's 
praise of Gregorie. But the rest? 
There could have been no reason for 
hiding any of the rest. There was not 
the slightest intention of the British 
Government or of Denison to keep 
any of the plans secret from the Pit¬ 
cairners; no intention to hold a bit 
out, in case a better deal could be 
struck. And there were the dissident 
families, whom Gregorie was to per¬ 
suade if he could do so honestly. The 
matter may perhaps be resolved by 
asking a question: would an yone, then 
or now, wish any of the detailed 
arrangements to be kept secret from 
the Pitcairners? Let us therefore con¬ 
clude that because they ought to have 
been disclosed, they were. 

''THE WHOLE OF NORFOLK ISLAND. 

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A 

FEW ACRES, WOULD BE 
GRANTED TO US..." 


Let us consider that Thomas Buffett, 
First Councillor under Frederick Young 
before and after die move to Norfolk, 
was remembering with reasonable ac¬ 
curacy when he swore in a statement 
to Governor Hampden on April 10, 
1896, that "at a public meeting held 
on Pitcairn Island of all of the inhab¬ 
itants previous to leaving the said Isl¬ 
and, Liet. Gregory read a letter sta¬ 
ting that the whole of Norfolk Island, 
with the exception of a few acres 
would be granted to us & our child¬ 
ren that this offer held out to us was 
the principle inducement of all the 
inhabitants emigrating to Norfolk 
Island. ” 

All of the Pitcairn community's 
requirements were met, if those in¬ 
structions were carried out. 

But, perhaps, a sudden doubt; 
Gregorie was entirely positive con¬ 
cerning the conditions of the move; 
but what if the Governor were less 
positive? What if he should decide 
to countermand Gregorie's instructions, 
later on? The Pitcairners listened to 
Chief Magistrate Frederick Young 
read out the Governor's letter to 
them; 

April 1977 


"Government House, Sydney 
February 16, 1856 
"My Dear Friends, 

"I have sent you a fine vessel to 
take you to Norfolk Island. It will 
be large enougji to make you all very 
comfortable. 

"Capt. Fremantle has informed me 
that upwards of 150 of your number had 
made up their minds to accept the 
offer of the Government, and to re¬ 
move to Norfolk Island. I trust that 
the rest will make up their minds to 
accompany their brethren, for it will 
be very sad, both for those who go and 
for those who remain, should a com¬ 
munity which has been so united and 
so happy in that union, now be bro¬ 
ken up. I think also that the Queen's 
Government will be better pleased 
were you all to remove to your new 
home together. 

1 have sent in the ship a naval 
officer, one already known to you, 

Mr. Gregorie. of the "Juno", and 
have directed him to give you every 
assistance in his power, not only on 
leaving your present home, but in 
settling yourselves in that new home, 
which I hope will be as happy a resi¬ 
dence, and a more prosperous one, 
than that which you are about to 
leave. You will find in your new 
home much that will be altogether 
new to you, much of which at pres¬ 
ent you know not the use; but Mr. 
Gregorie, during the short time which 
he will remain among you, will give 
you every information in his power; 
and you will have, I daresay, fre¬ 
quent opportunities of communica¬ 
ting with me. I trust you will look 
upon me as your friend, and will let 
me know your wants and wishes, 
which I shall always be glad to meet 
and to supply as far as will be in my 
power. 

1 have sent to Norfolk Island a 
supply of provisions, which 1 expect 
will be sufficient for at least five 
months. By that time, should you 
cultivate the soil industriously, you 
will have sufficient to maintain your¬ 
selves. Sweet potatoes grow very 
well in Norfolk Island, as does maize, 
of which I have sent you abundance 
of seed. I would, however, advise 
you to bring your whole store of yams, 
and of any other vegetables, so that 
you may be quite certain of having 
enough, not only for your consump¬ 
tion, but for seed. 

I have told you, in the early part 
of this letter, that I think you would 
be happier and more comfortable 
were you all to remove from Pit¬ 
cairn's Island; and one of my rea¬ 
sons for saying this is, that I do not 
think it probable that the Govern¬ 
ment will continue to send a man-of- 
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war to that island so frequently as 
they have done. Should any of you 
persist in remaining at your present 
home, you must do so in the face 
of a warning that such a step would 
isolate them more completely from 
the rest of the world and from their 
friends than they now are, and that 
the means of making their wants 
known to the Government will not 
be presented to them. 

"Both Lady Denison and myself 
feel the greatest interest in your 
welfare, and in all that concerns 
you; and it will be our study to af¬ 
ford you every assistance in our pow¬ 
er, And we trust that you will long 
maintain that happy simplicity, 
and that true Christian character, 
which has gained for you the regard 
and esteem of your fellow-countrymen 
all over the world. 

"In the hope of becoming some day 
personally acquainted with you, 

"I remain. &c. 

"(Signed) W. Denison. "42 


The Pitcairners would have listen¬ 
ed, and talked among themselves, 
and thought. They decided to go, 
all of them. 

On May 3, 1856, the last of them 
set foot on the deck of the Morayshire 
shortly before 4. 00pm. They had 
accepted the offer of the British Gov¬ 
ernment. The Pitcairn compact had 
been made. 

How soon it would be broken, they 
could not have dreamed. 

• 

Denison had modified his attitudes 
toward the Pitcairners during 1854 
and 1855, becoming suddenly their 
friend and champion, probably un¬ 
der Fremantle's influence. During 
1856 - perhaps under the pressures 
of his duties in New South Wales - 
his attitude swung back again. 

It is difficult to believe that the 
Denison of February, 1856, and the 
Denison of October, 1856, are the 
same person.In February he was rec¬ 
ommending to die British Govern¬ 
ment that the Pitcairners be separa¬ 
ted from any outside authority, and 
that the Governor of Norfolk Island 
should have merely nominal jurisdic¬ 
tion; and the Order in Council and 
its accompanying instructions were 
drawn to achieve those conditions. 

But when that Order and its instruct¬ 
ions reached him he wrote a perso¬ 
nal diary entry saying that he now 
saw himself as having unprecedented 
authority, "not merely the usual pow¬ 
er as head of die Executive, but also 


those of the two Houses of Parliament 
in addition; power to make laws as 
well as to see to their execution." 

He did not visit Norfolk nor meet 
the Pitcairners until late 1*857. By 
then he no longer regarded them as 
"my dear friends" but as "my new 
subjects". He noted in his diary 
that they seemed to have an "undue 
development of Tahitian blood, and 
I wished to bring out more of the 
Englishman". 44 

He wavered for a moment, recall¬ 
ing that he had intended not to rule 
them but to advise and help them. 

But his autocratic worst self quickly 
took charge. 

The Pitcairners approved a revised 
code of laws in which Denison had 
included the seemingly routine item 
that the Chief Magistrate was to fol¬ 
low any instructions the Governor 
might send. They could not have 
dreamed that Denison would prompt¬ 
ly begin issuing such instructions, 
directing how their every-day lives 
were to be lived. He refused to is¬ 
sue the promised titles to lands. He 
held back more than three-fourths 
of Norfolk Island as Crown land. The 
Pitcairners were dismayed. 

Rosalind Young, a three-year-old 
at the time of the move and one of 
those who returned to Pitcairn before 
long, later wrote a book about Pit¬ 
cairn. She would have been too 
young to recall and would have been 
re-telling what her parents had re¬ 
membered; 

"When the Pitcairn islanders first 
came into possession of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, they understood that the island 
belonged to them, for so they had 
interpreted the letter sent them be¬ 
fore their removal, by Sir William 
Denison, the governor at that time 
of New South Wales. On arriving at 
their new home they found that two 
men were already there to divide the 
land among the new arrivals. These 
latter quietly informed them that 
their services were not needed, as 
the islanders were able to manage 
for themselves... Subsequently when 
the governor himself visited the isl¬ 
and, his letter was shown him as 
sufficient authority to justify the 
people in the course they had taken. 
This document he calmly got posses¬ 
sion of, and remarked something to 
the effect that matters were some¬ 
what changed since the letter was 
penned." 4 5 

Could the letter have been the one 
Gregorie had delivered to Pitcairn? 

It had promised nothing but Denison's 
willingness to meet any of their wants 
and wishes, so far as would be within 
his power. But that was a most signi¬ 


ficant promise, because that letter 
formed part of Governor Denison's 
historic despatch No. 37 to the Sec¬ 
retary of State for Colonies on Feb¬ 
ruary 27, 1856; the despatch that was 
the master plan for the re-settlement 
of the Pitcairners, the plan whole¬ 
heartedly ratified by die British Gov¬ 
ernment after it had been carried 
out. In that formal, administrat¬ 
ive context the significance of Deni¬ 
son's letter can be recognised. It 
was a signed attestation by the Gov¬ 
ernment's authorised representative 
that he would personally honour the 
instructions Gregorie had carried to 
Pitcairn. In writing it in Govern¬ 
ment House in Sydney, in sending 
it to the Picairn community and in 
sending a copy of it to the Secre¬ 
tary of State in London, he took up 
a moral obligation that a man of 
character would have honoured as 
more binding than the laws of the 
realm. 

But the letter Rosalind Young men¬ 
tions could be quite a different one. 

Before me is a negative photograph 
of a tantalisingly incomplete state¬ 
ment by Frederick Young, from the 
files of the Colonial Office in London. 
It is stamped "Rec'd 6 Jul 98" and 
is the last of four statements sent by 
O. M.Quintal, President of the Coun¬ 
cil of Elders. Young says at one point 
"That in the year 1859 Governor Den¬ 
ison visited Norfolk Island and took 
from me in the presence of Mr. Thom¬ 
as Buffett, my 1st Councillor an un¬ 
published letter signed by order of 
Sir William Denison, Captain Steph¬ 
en Fremantle which was handed to 
me by him on his arrival on Pitcaims 
Island in the year 1855. 

"The purport of this letter was to 
the effect that Norfolk Island and all 
it contained are to be..." and that 
is all I have. 

"SEE THAT A PROPER 
RECEIPT IS GIVEN... " 

BEFORE WE LEAVE Denison in Syd¬ 
ney and the new settlers on Nor¬ 
folk in the mid-nineteenth century, 
let us glance briefly at another 
small packet of despatches. 

As the penal settlement on Nor¬ 
folk Island moved off to Tasmania, 
for reasons of economy and easier 
management, stores and stock were 
left behind for the expected new¬ 
comers. They are detailed in eight 
foolscap pages of typeset inventory, 
and were vouched for in still-extant 
copies of the records of William Bish¬ 
op, the penal colony's Commissariat 
General, late in 1855. 46 There 
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From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point'n Shoot camera. 
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were provisions sent from Sydney to 
keep the settlers until new crops 
could be grown; tools and supplies 
of many kinds; vacated prison build¬ 
ings and staff dwelling houses; and 
live stock. 

In June. 185o, all were Crown 
property, under the charge of the 
Government of Tasmania, to which 
the prison settlement was attached. 
Denison had moved upward from his 
Tasmanian Governorship, and had be¬ 
come Governor of New South Wales. 
Mindful of his former Government's 
accounts, he instructed Gregorie, on 
his way to transfer the Pitcairners. 

"... see that these are handed over to 
the (Pitcairn) magistrate, and that a 
proper receipt is given by him to the 
commissariat officer, as a release to 
the latter. "* 3 

The inventory left behind was duly 
handed to Chief Magistrate Frederick 
Young. Assistant Commissary Gen¬ 
eral Owen reported to his Acting 
Comptroller General in Tasmania af¬ 
terward that - 

"1,304 SHEEP, TO SOME EXTENT 
AFFECTED WITH SCAB..." 

H .. .1 have the honour to report, 
for the information of his Excellency 
the Governor, that the whole of the 
buildings, stores, provisions, live 
stock, &c. at (Norfolk) island were 
finally transferred to the Pitcairn 
islanders in the month of June last, 
these people having landed on the 
island on the 8th of that month. 

"The live stock left on the island 
consists of - 433 horned cattle. 

1,304 sheep, 11 swine, 9 horses (4 
geldings and 5 mares) with 2 filly 
foals.. .The sheep were in good con¬ 
dition as regards flesh, though they 
appear to have been to some extent 
affected with scab, the number of 
persons left behind not being suffi¬ 
cient to afford the constant care 
necessary for effectually checking 
the disease." *7 

Captain Denham, arrived at Nor¬ 
folk Island in H. M. S. Herald and 
on hand to help the Pitcairners ashore 
to their new home, described the 
island and its awaiting inventory of 
goods; "A bounteous bestowal indeed." 

To die Pitcairners the left-behind 
goods and animals must have seem¬ 
ed a bonus even though they had been 
specified in Gregorie's instructions. 

It surely could not have mattered to 
them that most of the supplies had 
been judged by the commissariat 
staff as being items ",.. which, with 
but few exceptions, are not of suffi¬ 
cient value to be worth removal" 
or that "The estimate, from which a 
general idea only can be formed, in¬ 


cludes both 'serviceable' and 'unser¬ 
viceable* articles, the latter not hav¬ 
ing been destroyed, it having been 
considered probable that the Pitcairn 
islanders might possibly, although in 
another shape, make them useful. As 
a general estimate, more than half of 
the articles in this list may be con¬ 
sidered 'unserviceable' 46 ; or that 

the 1,304 sheep were scabby, and 
the fencing rapidly going to pieces. 

But it would have startled them 
that before long "... both Denison 
and (later Governor) Young made it 
clear that the unalienated live stock, 
stores, tools and public buildings 
were the property of the Crown and 
not the community." 48 

They no doubt stiffened when Deni¬ 
son instructed their Chief Magistrate 
that "When the land and a proper 
amount of stock has been handed 
over to different individuals, it must 
be distinctly understood that nothing 
is to be drawn by anyone from the 
public store for his private use, with¬ 
out payment for the same at its full 
market price." 49 

It is historical fact that they were 
distressed when Denison in 1857 re¬ 
claimed all the sheep as Crown prop¬ 
erty on the grounds that the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were not keeping them disease- 
free nor doing all they might to en¬ 
courage the sheep to produce more 
lambs, and that they had been con¬ 
suming too many for their own tables. 

It no doubt distressed them further 
to have Denison order that the Pit¬ 
cairners should keep and shear the 
sheep, the wool being sent to Sydney 
for credit to an Island fund on which 
the Governor would have to sign. 

It probably distressed them pain¬ 
fully when they learned that Denison 
had decided to withhold issuing any 
titles to land in til 1861, because the 
new settlers seemed restless; and that 
he had decided it would be good gov¬ 
ernment to prevent them eating any 
more lamb or mutton until the Nor¬ 
folk flock had been restored to its ori¬ 
ginal size: two thousand sheep there 
had been, said Governor Denison. 


Against the documentary back¬ 
ground reviewed so far the findings 
of the 1975-76 Royal Commission on 
the subject of the historical rights 
can be read with some understanding. 

The present-day importance of 
the subject can be judged from the 
fact that the historical rights were 
specified in the Commission's terms 
of reference as being the second 
most important guideline to be con¬ 
sidered in recommendations for the 
Island's future government - second 
only to the interests of residents. 


The Commission's essential findings 
on the principal rights are described 
in a little over three-and-a-half 
pages, commencing at page 84 of its 
report. 

The complete text of those pages 
is reproduced on the next page. 
Capital letters “A" through "K" 
have been inserted as keys to the 
comments on the Report dial now 
follow. 


COMMENTS ON THE 

FINDINGS'Or THE. 

ROYAL COMMISSION 


A . The composition of the histori¬ 
cal rights. 

The Pitcairners' rigjhts have never 
been formally distilled into a list of 
headings, and one attempt to achieve 
this may be as valid as another. The 
Commission's listing, however, is 
not an attempt to state what die 
rights may originally have been, but 
to summarise present-day lay opin¬ 
ions of what may yet remain of the 
original rights. 

Until it has first been determined 
with assurance what rights may have 
been conferred in 1856, it is aimless 
to speculate what may remain of them 
now. The Commission asserts that 
the principal rights never in fact ex¬ 
isted. 

In reaching that conclusion the 
Commission apparently adopted a 
traditional Norfolk Island procedure 
of searching for "the missing docu¬ 
ment" that, according to legend, con¬ 
ferred the historical rights. In the 
light of the known events of 1856 and 
1856 it is quite implausible that "the 
missing document" ever existed. 
Gregorie would not have carried 
with him a contract, to be execu¬ 
ted and witnessed on Pitcairn. The 
British Government, having passed 
an Act of Parliament; having review¬ 
ed the fully-detailed plans made by 
Denison for the move; and having 
ratified the actions taken pursuant 
to that plan, by despatch from the 
senior responsible Minister and by 
Order in Council, would have rea¬ 
son to believe it had provided quite 
adequate documentation for a trans¬ 
action involving 193 souls on a re¬ 
mote island in the South Pacific. 

By examining those documents . 
the nature of the essential histori¬ 
cal rights can be determined with 
precision. They were: 

(a) A legal right to die owner¬ 
ship of all of Norfolk Island except¬ 
ing 200 acres of glebe as a support 
for the Island's church and school¬ 
master; further excepting public land 

(ARTICLE CONTINUES ON P. 36) 
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EXCERPT FROM THE 1975-76 ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT 


GUIDELINE (b) 

'The historical rights of the descen¬ 
dants of the Pitcairn settlers aris¬ 
ing from their settlement in 1856’ 

1. Identification of the Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants 

For the purpose of this Report, Pit¬ 
cairn descendants are regarded as 
the people descended by blood ties 
from the Pitcairners transferred to 
Norfolk Island in 1856. 

Evidence from these people reveal¬ 
ed a widespread firmly and honestly 
held belief that Queen Victoria gave 
Norfolk Island to their ancestors in 
1856 for the purpose of enabling them 
to continue the way of life they had 
thitherto enjoyed in Pitcairn Island. 

It is virtually on that basic belief 
that the claim to the so-called his¬ 
torical rights rests for they are inex¬ 
tricably linked to the Pitcairn way 
of-life itself. 

Putting aside for a moment the 
question of the validity of the claim 
advanced by the Pitcairn descendants, 
and turning to the rights themselves, 
although opinion regarding their com¬ 
position varied, it became evident 
that they certainly included the follow- ' 
ing: 

(a) A right to live in Norfolk Isl¬ 
and which 'belonged to’ the Pitcairn¬ 
ers and their descendants. 

(b) A rigjit to govern themselves 
as their ancestors did in Pitcairn's, 
subject to and in accordance with 
British law. (No Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants at any stage contended that 
they are not British subjects, on the 
contrary they proudly claimed that 
they are.) 

(c) A right to maintain their an¬ 
cestors’ way of life which included: 

(i) communal grave digg¬ 
ing and free burials; 

(il) enough land to be held 
by families to permit 
them to sustain them¬ 
selves in basic necess¬ 
ities; 

(iii) grazing on commons 
land to be available to 
all; 

(iv) maintenance and devel¬ 
opment of the Pitcairn 
dialect; 

(v) non-interference with a 
life style involving such 
things as self-help, fam¬ 
ily picnics, special fes¬ 
tive days * and observ¬ 
ance of the Christian 
religion; 

(vi) obligation to provide la¬ 
bour for public works. 

(d) A right to freedom from taxes - 


and certainly freedom from taxes im¬ 
posed upon Norfolk Island t>y other 
countries, colonies or territories for 
the partial benefit, at least, of those 
other areas. A 

* Foundation Day - 6 Mar 

Anniversary (Bounty) Day - 8 June 

Thanksgiving Day - last Wednesday 
in November 

2. The claims relating to ownership 
and self-government 

Turning now to the question of the 
validity of the first two claims, it 
needs to be said at the outset that 
there is no legal foundation for them 
whatever. Neither from evidence 
given in mainland Australia and in 
Norfolk Island, nor from examination 
of archival records in Australia, New 
Zealand and England, has any proof 
been revealed that Queen Victoria in 
Council or the Imperial Parliament, 
the only authorities with power to do 
so, did, in fact, formally grant these B 
or any other rights to the Pitcairners. 

No letter, no declaration, no Order C 
in Council and no Imperial Act was 
produced in evidence or discovered 
by the Commission, in Australia, Nor¬ 
folk Island, New Zealand or England, 
which could in any way support these 
claims. Further, not only are the 
claims unsupported by any legal 
authority but they are inconsistent 
with the Orders of the Queen in Coun¬ 
cil and the instructions issued by ser¬ 
vants of the Crown. D 

It is clearly demonstrable in re¬ 
spect of the claim that the entire Isl¬ 
and 'belonged to' the Pitcairners that 
the opposite is the truth and that Nor¬ 
folk Island was never ceded to them.E 

Five documents (all of which have 
been quoted in Chapter 5, Historical 
Outline and Chronological Summary), 
clearly attest this truth. They are; 

(a) the B, Toup Nicolas letter da¬ 
ted 5 July 1854; 

(b) the 1856 Order in Council; 

(c) the instructions to Governor Deni¬ 
son from the British Government 
in 1856; 

(d) Governor Denison’s instructions 
to Lieutenant Gregorie in 1856; 

(e) the Fremantle letter dated 26 
June 1856. F 

In support of the above documentary 
evidence, it is historical fact that: 

(a) Governor Denison's instructions 
regarding land apportionment were 
finally executed after initial rejection; 

(b) land sales were made before 
1859 to non-Pitcairners by the Pitcairn¬ 
ers themselves; 

(c) land was officially granted to a 
non-Pitcairn group, to wit the Melanes¬ 


ian Mission, in 1866. G 

Both the documentary material and the 
historical facts evidence beyond all 
doubt that the Island was never given 
or ceded to the Pitcairners, but that 
at all times the Crown retained full 
control over all the Island’s land 
and all original disposals of it. H 
Again, in respect of the.preseht 
claim that the Pitcairners were 
given in 1856 the right to self-gov¬ 
ernment, it should be pointed out 
that they did accept in 1857 the sim¬ 
ple set of thirty-nine laws drawn up 
by Governor Denison and the two add¬ 
ed at their request in 1858, and that 
they lived under those laws for many 
years. Acceptance in this manner 
of laws devised by a non-Pitcairn 
authority does imply a departure from 
the assertion by the Pitcairners of 
their 1856 understanding that they 
would govern themselves. At the I 
same time, however, it should be 
conceded that, in so far as the inter¬ 
nal operation in die Island of those 
laws was concerned, the Pitcairners 
did in fact conduct this aspect of gov¬ 
ernment entirely by themselves under 
a Chief Magistrate and a House of El¬ 
ders, elected by them. It was not un¬ 
til 1896 that a Chief Magistrate from 
New South Wales was sent to adminis¬ 
ter the Island. 

It may well be that the belief that 
the Island was given to them for them 
to govern arose from the statement by 
B. Toup Nicolas that at that time it 
was not intended to allow others in 
the Island, a policy which Governor 
Denison attempted to maintain. Be 
that as it may, the belief has persist¬ 
ed in spite of the fact that whenever 
such a claim has been advanced be¬ 
tween 1866 and the present, it has J 
been refuted. An example of the 
manner in which the question has 
raised itself again and again is pro- K 
vided by the following comment by 
Atlee Hunt in his Report; * 

Much controversy has been raised 
concerning the understanding as 
to the terms on which the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were to occupy their new land. 
They seem to have acquired the 
idea that the whole of Norfolk was 
to be given to them as their exclu¬ 
sive property, but it is beyond 
doubt that the arrangement was 
not that Norfolk was to be ceded 
to them, but only that grants of 
land would be made to the differ¬ 
ent families, though the decision 
was expressed that it was 'not at 
present intended to allow any other 
class of settlers to reside or occupy 
land on the Island'. 

* Atlee Hunt Report, March 1914 ^ 



along the margin of the sea at both 
landing places, including the old 
gaol and such other public buildings 
as the Pitcairners did not at first ab¬ 
solutely require for private occupa¬ 
tion; and further excepting 500 acres 
of public reserve of originally un¬ 
cleared land. 

That is what was offered by the 
British Government, acting through 
its formally authorised and instruct¬ 
ed servants Denison and Gregorie; 
and that is what the Pitcairners ac¬ 
cepted. 

(b) The right to be free of any per¬ 
son on the Island vested with powers 
emanating either from Her Majesty, 
or from the Governor or the legisla¬ 
ture of any adjacent places that in 
1856 were Colonies of the Empire, 
and to have a Governor with nom¬ 
inal jurisdiction. That was explic¬ 
it in Denison's despatch of Febru¬ 
ary 27, 1856, which was the basis 
for the Government's approval and 
the 1856 Order in Council. In oth¬ 
er Words, the right to local self - 
government, or as Labouchere ex¬ 
pressed the Government's wish on 
January 21,1856. the fight to be 
left "to the sole management of 
their own affairs." 

(c) As a concomitant of those 
rights - in accordance with the 
Governors' instructions from the 
Queen in Council that the Pitcairn¬ 
ers laws and usages were to be pre¬ 
served - the right to admit new set¬ 
tlers or keep them out, as the com¬ 
munity decided. 

Family picnics and die mainten¬ 
ance of the Pitcairn language do 
not need to be mentioned in such 
a statement of rights. Who imagines 
prohibiting such things? Who could 
have prohibited them, had the ori¬ 
ginal basic rights been honoured? 

g The granting of the rights. 

Were the main historical rights 
"formally granted", or only form¬ 
ally recognised and ordered to be 
preserved" ? Does it matter? The 
1856 Order in Council and its inte¬ 
gral instruction* were the formal 
granting of authority to the Govern¬ 
ors of Norfolk Island from 1856 un¬ 
til 1897. By those documents the 
Governors' power to make laws and 
giant land was restricted "so far as 
practicable" to actions consistent 
with the existing laws and usages of 
the Pitcairn community. The Sec¬ 
retary of State for Colonies inform¬ 
ed Denison, immediately after the 
issuance of the Order in Council, 
that Denison's granting of all Nor¬ 
folk Island to the Pitcairners (ex¬ 
cepting some limited areas and a 


few buildings, which were to be 
"public") was exactly what the Gov¬ 
ernment intended, and was approv¬ 
ed. These Government actions 
were a formal recognition’of the 
Pitcairners' rights to the land and 
to self-government within the Brit¬ 
ish system. ^ 

i Q The support of letters and 
other documents 

In this paper many letters, ah Ord¬ 
er in Council and an Imperial Act 
have all been cited as not merely 
"supporting" the idea of the histor¬ 
ical rights, but as demonstrating 
their reasonably precise terms. The 
Commission's statement that it was 
able to find no letters or other docu¬ 
ments that "could in any way sup¬ 
port these claims" - the implica¬ 
tion that there is not one shred of 
even circumstantial evidence, any¬ 
where - is deeply disturbing. 

• 

D Consistency with instructions iss¬ 
ued by servants of the Crown. 

The Commission's report states 
that claims to a right of ownership of 
most of Norfolk Island, and to a right 
of self-government, are inconsistent 
with instructions given by servants of 
the Crown. It does not say which in¬ 
structions, ot what .the inconsistencies 
are. The Secretary of State for Col¬ 
onies instructed Denison to use bis 
own local judgment, bearing in mind 
the interests of the Pitcairners and 
leaving them to the sole manage¬ 
ment of their own affairs if Denison 
thought it safe to do so. Denison in¬ 
structed Gregorie to divide Norfolk 
as the settlers wanted, and to refrain 
from any infringement of their self- 
government. A claim to rights of 
ownership and self-government is en¬ 
tirely consistent with such instructions. 
It is also entirely consistent with 
the mood of England that led to the 
Pitcairners' being offered Norfolk: 
isolated from the outside world 
with its complex laws, gaols and 
punishments, these people had for¬ 
med a model community that Eng¬ 
land applauded and wanted to help 
preserve. Exclusive possession of 
an island, and the continuation of 
complete internal self-government, 
were the essence of the communi¬ 
ty's success. In the extensive docu¬ 
ments I have studied I can find no 
instruction of any kind that in the 
slightest way conflicts with those 
rights - until Governor Denison be¬ 
gan violating them after the Pit¬ 
cairners had accepted die bargain 
and abandoned Pitcairn. 


E "belong to" -v- "ceded". 

This paper has already dealt with 
the significance of the verb "to cede" 
in Norfolk Island's history. As to the 
use of the term by the Commission, 
it may simply be observed that 
"ceded" and "belong to" are very 
different concepts, and that the 
Pitcairners were entitled to "own" 
an island that was not "ceded” to 
them. 

• 

p The attestation of five documents 

Sir John Nimmo states that "in re¬ 
spect of the claim that the entire 
Island 'belonged to’ the Pitcairners 
... the opposite is the truth..." and 
cites- five documents in support. 

The Pitcairners were told that ab¬ 
out 700 acres of Norfolk, and some 
public buildings, were to be set a- 
side for their public use and benefit, 
and the rest of the Island was to be 
divided up in any way they liked, 
to be owned outright by individuals. 
No other settlers were to remain on 
the Island. They were to continue 
electing their own Chief Magistrate 
and governing themselves and the 
Island just as ihey had at Pitcairn. 

If that is not a reasonable definition 
of the loose phrase that Norfolk was 
to "belong to" them, it will serve 
until a better definition comes a- 
long. 

Of the five documents cited as 
proving "the opposite", only one 
has been unmentioned in this paper. 

It is the Fremantle letter of June 
25, 1856, and is worth study. 

The Fremantle letter was describ¬ 
ed in Rev. G. H. Nobbs* diary as 
"a letter of cession". It disappear¬ 
ed soon afterward, for over 100 
years, apparently having been tak¬ 
en into safekeeping or otherwise re¬ 
garded as important by the Bishop 
of New Zealand.lt was long thought 
to be "the missing document" that 
would prove the historical rights, 
but when it was found in 1963 it 
was a great disappointment. Capt¬ 
ain Fremantle "ceded" nothing; he 
simply said that the Governor had 
the right to revise land allocations; 
and specified what land was to be 
reserved - though he said such land 
and certain buildings would be "be¬ 
longing to H.M. Government" in¬ 
stead of calling them public. 

In the light of the now-known 
facts of the agreement between 
the British Government and the Pit¬ 
cairners, the Fremantle letter can 
be seen for what it was: a further 
attempt by Governor Denison to 
assert a right to revision of land al- 
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locations made on Norfolk by the 
new settlers. Like Denison's belated 
amendment to Gregorie's instruct¬ 
ions, it missed the boat to Pitcairn, 
where the agreement had been made 
almost two months previously. 

The other four documents cited by 
Sir John Nimmo do indeed attest a 
truth. The reader of this paper will 
know what that truth is. 

• 

i G The support of three historical 
facts. 

Sir John Nimmo refers to three 
events as being incompatible with 
the claim to hi storical rights: (i) 
Denison's revision of the Pitcairners’ 
own plans for leaving much of the 
Island open for common use until 
their numbers grew, (ii) the sale of 
land to "outsiders" by the Pitcairn¬ 
ers, and (iii) the sale of land by the 
Government to the Melanesian Mis¬ 
sion, The facts were these: 

(i) Denison's orders concerning 
land apportionment were indeed 
enforced - against the will of the 
Pitcairners, in the face of the in¬ 
structions of the Queen in Council 
that land was to be gradted in keep¬ 
ing with the Pitcairners' own laws 
and usages, and in violation of the 
promise that Gregorie had made at 
the time of the agreement on Pit¬ 
cairn. It is rueful that anyone to¬ 
day would point to a violation of 
tights as if it were evidence that 
no rights existed. 

(ii) While the Commission’s Re¬ 
port refers earlier to the admission 
of new settlers being "contrary to 
their own original desire. ” it gives 
no clue as to how such an under¬ 
standing of the Pitcairners' desires 
was arrived at. New settlers were 
admitted from time to time on 
Pitcairn, as well-known Island 
names such as Nobbs, Buffett and 
Evans testify today. Only once has 
the Pitcairn community been ab¬ 
solutely closed to new settlers, and 
that was back on Pitcairn itself in 
the late nineteenth century, when 
the experiment was tried briefly 
and then repealed. 

The community wanted the right 
to exclude newcomers if they so 
chose. As to sales of land to new 
settlers, it is worth recalling the 
words Denison wrote to the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Colonies, in de¬ 
scribing his master plan for the 
move: "... the land should be trans¬ 
ferred to the new comers in such 
a manner as to give them a right 
to deal with it as their own... ” 33 

(iii) Land was indeed granted to 
the Melanesian Mission, over the 
Islanders' strongest protests. Their 


rights were simply ignored. The 
event does not demonstrate that 
there were no rights. It demon¬ 
strates that a zealous campaign 
by the Bishop of New Zealand and 
later the Bishop of Melanesia was 
finally successful. It demonstrates 
the ability of successive Governors 
of Norfolk Island to rationalise - 
Governor Sir John Young saying 
at the time that the idea of allow¬ 
ing the Pitcairners to have all of 
Norfolk Island was "no longer ad¬ 
vantageous, and had always been 
in its nature transitory. It dem¬ 
onstrates that the Secretary of State 
for Colonies in 1866 apparently did 
not know, or did not care, that the 
1856 Order in Council and its limit¬ 
ing instructions could not be altered 
by any less authority than the Queen 
in Council. Public concern about 
the Pitcairners had waned by then, 
back in England. 

A possible allusion in Sir John 
Young's remark should be noticed. 

The move of the Pitcairners to Nor¬ 
folk was sometimes called "The 
Experiment". Both Denison and La- 
bouchere used the word experiment 
in one or two despatches. Perhaps 
they regarded it so. Men of power 
may make what they choose to re¬ 
gard as experiments; but taking that 
view does not confer on them the 
privilege of riding over the rights 
of the people who are the subjects 
of the experiment. 

• 

H Crown control over disposals 
of land on Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island was entirely unalien¬ 
ated land at the beginning of 1856, 
and the Crown’s control of it then 
is not in question. Gregorie's in¬ 
structions to divide the land in any 
way the Pitcairners wanted was ful¬ 
ly approved by the Secretary of 
State. In the Government's offer of 
the land to the Pitcairners, and the 
Pitcairners' acceptance of the of¬ 
fer. the land was not fully disposed 
of; but once the offer had been ac¬ 
cepted the Government no longer 
retained "full" control - the Gov¬ 
ernment had committed itself. 

• 

| The 39 laws of 1857. 

The Commission's report implies 
that the first new code of laws pro¬ 
claimed for Norfolk Island was de¬ 
vised by and imposed by the Govern¬ 
or and that the Pitcairner's acceptance 
of the code belied their claim to be 
self-governing; These laws were in 
fact drawn largely from the Pitcairn 
laws. It was the custom on Pitcairn 
to look to visiting British officers 
to draft laws, which the community 


thought about, accepted if they de¬ 
cided they liked them, and modi¬ 
fied from time to time as they be¬ 
lieved best. In Denison's memoirs 
he tells how he discussed his up¬ 
dating of the laws with the heads 
of families, asked for their com¬ 
ments, and finally asked if they 
would be prepared to abide by the 
code. When they had shown their 
approval, Denison proclaimed them 
as laws. Better maintenance of self- 
government in the British Empire 
under a Governor with nominal 
Jurisdiction could scarcely be ima¬ 
gined. 


J Refutations of the historical 
rights. 

As has been shown earlier, the 
people of Pitcairn and Norfolk have 
very many times claimed historical 
rights of importance to them. Their 
claims have been ignored, denied 
and rfdden over very many times. A 
statement that ”... whenever such 
a claim has been advanced between 
1856 and the present, it has been re¬ 
futed" could be sustained only by re¬ 
writing history or by re-defining 
words. It is not merely mistaken, 
but invariably and without exception 
mistaken. 

• 

K Conclusion. 

The 1975-76 Royal Commission's 
essential conclusions on the principal 
historical rights finish with a quota¬ 
tion from what it may have hoped 
would be regarded as an earlier refu¬ 
tation of the rights. Mr. Hunt’s com¬ 
ment. like the Royal Commission re¬ 
port's comments, prove on examina¬ 
tion to be not refutation but, once 
again, denial. Both authorities may 
be supported, however, in their ob¬ 
servation that the Norfolk Islanders 
"seem to have acquired the idea that 
the whole of Norfolk was to be given 
to them as their exclusive property 
..." That is so. The idea is an old 
one, handed down passionately through 
the generations from those who were 
there, as April turned into May, on 
Pitcairn Island in 1856. 


The Royal Commission report thus 
makes no attempt to define what the 
original historical rights may have 
been, and yet concludes there is no 
evidence for them. It bases this con¬ 
clusion on assertions that the rights 
were not formally granted; that no 
letters or other documents support 
them; that they were inconsistent 
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with instructions given hy servants 
of the Crown; that as Norfolk was not 
"ceded" to the Pitcairners it therefore 
did not "belong to" them; that five 
historical documents including the 
Fremantle letter show Norfolk was 
not given to the settlers; that Gov¬ 
ernor Denison's land apportionments 
demonstrate that the Pitcairners did 
not have the right to the lands; that 
their own sales of property were in 
conflict with their assertion that Nor¬ 
folk was to be their Island; that the 
sale of land to the Melanesian Mission 
disproved their right to virtually all 
the Island; that the Crown retained 
full control of all but granted freehold 
land; that the 39 laws of 1857 were 
acceptance of outside government; 
that the claim of rights has been re¬ 
futed every time it has been made 
since 1856; and that the question of 
the rights has raised itself again and 
again. 

Of these twelve assertions the 
first is arguable and the next ten 
are historically untenable. 

The Commission’s final point is 
simply that the issue of the historical 
rights has raised i tself again and a- 
gain ever since 1856. That one point 
is assuredly true, and could well go 
on being true for generations until 
it is finally recognised that the Isl¬ 
anders' memory of the agreement 
has been accurate all along. 
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editorial 

FOR 120 YEARS there has been a deep difference of belief 
between the people of Norfolk Island and the people in New 
South Wales, and later in Canberra, who have administered 
the Island's affairs. 

The people of the Island have handed down through the 
generations a belief that Norfolk was promised to the Pit¬ 
cairn settlers, to own and govern by themselves within the 
British Empire. 

The Island's administrators have again and again dis¬ 
missed the Islanders' belief as being a misunderstanding -• 
and an irritating misunderstanding at that. 

At least twice in the history of this difference of belief 
inquirers from Australia have acknowledged that perhaps 
such a promise had been given; but they have quickly added 
that such a promise would have been unauthorised by the 
British Government. In 1926 a Royal Commissioner reported 
his conclusion that "whatever was conveyed to the original 
Islanders by the officers who supervised their removal, and 
which might have given rise to the belief that the Island 
was to be their exclusive property, was without the sanction 
of the Government, and was certainly not binding on the 
Crown." Again in 1976 the Counsel Assisting the recent 
Royal Commission stated that "As it appears that Acting 
Lt. Gregorie was instructed to press the reluctant minority 
into leaving Pitcairn Island with the majority it is quite 
possible that he made promises to them beyond his authority. ” 

The issue of the historical rights of the Pitcairners has a 
direct bearing on the present and future administration of 
Norfolk Island. It has vivid significance in the relationship 
between the Island and Australia. In ordering a Royal Com¬ 
missioner to enquire into the Island's future status and ad¬ 
ministration, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II instructed 
him to take into account, first, the interests of residents, 
and second, the historical rights of the descendants of the 
Pitcairn settlers, arising from their settlement in 1856. In 
the matters the Commissioner was to take into account, 
the historical rights were placed ahead of Norfolk's legal 
position, its economy, social welfare benefits, taxation, 
tax avoidance or evasion, immigration controls, communi¬ 
cations with the outside world, law enforcement and judi¬ 
cial machinery. 

In the historical article in this issue of The News three 
principal discoveries are reported. 

The first is that a promise was indeed made. The Pit¬ 
cairners' descendants have known this all along, and it 
will not surprise them. But the text of the promise can now 
be shown; it was contained in the instructions Governor Den¬ 
ison gave to Acting Lt. Gregorie in February, 1856, which 
Gregorie read to the people on Pitcairn. In effect it said, 
the Government will move you to Norfolk Island if you will 
go, and there you may have exclusive possession of the Isl¬ 
and and continue being left to the sole management of your 
own affairs, as you have been on Pitcairn. The Pitcairners 
considered the offer and accepted it. Their fears of what 
they might risk by abandoning their life on Pitcairn were 
overcome by Gregorie's promise and by Denison's letter of 
assurance that he would grant them anything that was with¬ 
in his power. 


The second discovery is that there was in fact complete 
Governmental authority for the promise to be made. The 
authority was given to Denison by the Secretary of State 
for Colonies. Denison in turn gave authority to Gregorie 
and through him to the Pitcairners themselves. Denison's 
detailed plan was that the Pitcairners should have freehold 
title to all of Norfolk (except for some 700 acres of land 
that was to be for their public use) and should be isolated 
from any outside government, a Governor with nominal 
jurisdiction being appointed to provide a link between them 
and the Crown. That detailed plan was studied by the Sec¬ 
retary of State for Colonies, and became the basis for an 
Order in Council and specific instructions limiting the Gov¬ 
ernor's authority to the nominal jurisdiction Denison had 
urged. The Secretary afterward wrote Denison "I entirely 
approve of those proceedings, and have to express to you 
my satisfaction at the manner in which you have carried 
out the wishes of Her Majesty's Government as to the ar¬ 
rangements to be made for transferring these people to Nor¬ 
folk Island." 

The third discovery is that the rights of the Pitcairners 
to govern themselves without interference, on an island 
exclusively theirs, under British protection -- rights they 
had fully held on Pitcairn, and rights the British Govern¬ 
ment authorised them to hold fully on Norfolk -- were 
apparently usurped by Governor Denison. His action is 
documented in a letter to Gregorie (written after the Pit¬ 
cairners had accepted the Government's original offer and 
assurances) in which Denison declared that he would take 
from the Pitcairners their right to full ownership of the land 
on Norfolk. It is documented in a letter he authorised Capt¬ 
ain Fremantle to write on June 25, 1856, declaring the 
same intention. It is documented in his imposition of de¬ 
tailed instructions on how they were to regulate many as¬ 
pects of their daily life on Norfolk, and in his taking back 
control over three-quarters of the island that had been 
promised. 

The implications of these discoveries are so profound 
that the discoveries will have to be examined with great 
care by persons of exceptional skill. Veracity is at issue, 
and has been for over a century: the veracity of generations 
of Pitcairners and their descendants, and the veracity of 
generations of administering authorities. The examination 
should therefore be made under conditions of unquestion¬ 
able Impartiality. 

Should the discoveries prove under such examination to 
be correct and truthful, they would seem to entail at least 
three further truths: 

That a large part of the authority by which Norfolk 
has been governed by England and Australia rose from a 
usurpation and was not created by British law. It was cre¬ 
ated by domination, against the will of those governed 
and contrary to the wishes of the British Government. 

That the reputation of a race of people has repeatedly 
been impugned with what proves to be a falsehood. 

That the Report of the Royal Commission into Matters 
relating to Norfolk Island, tabled in the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment in November, 1976, is based upon a mistaken con • 
elusion with respect to its second most important guide¬ 
line, and must therefore be categorised as an unreliable 
basis for action. 

Can these be truths? Norfolk Island and the Common¬ 
wealth of Australia must find out, and if they are truths 
must face them. 
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THE THREE principal discoveries 
about the Pitcairners' historical 
rights to Norfolk, reported in last 
month's issue, were that a promise 
was indeed made to the Islanders 
before they left Pitcairn; that the 
promise was made with full British 
Government authority; and that the 
rights to exclusive possession of 
Norfolk and to self-government 
were to an important degree usur¬ 
ped by Governor Denison. 

Testing those discoveries invol¬ 
ved examining six occasions on 
which the rights supposedly had 
been disproved by authorities. In 
each case, it turned out that the 
tights had not been disproved, but 
merely denied. 

Since the discoveries were pub¬ 
lished there have been four new 
efforts to show that tfie rights did 
not really exist. Each should be 
examined. 

Senator Withers, Norfolk's respon¬ 
sible Minister, was asked in the 
Senate on April 20th whether the 
claims made in The News were so. 

He answered that the editor of 
The News is a recent arrival on 
Norfolk; that the News claimed 
that new documents had been dis¬ 
covered, but the documents have 
long been known; that Sir John 
Nimmo had said there was no doubt 
but that the Pitcairners had been 
given no legal rights; that there 
appears to be a "carefully orches¬ 
trated campaign to whip up con¬ 
cern about the Nimmo Report;'*and 
that if the editor of The News were- 
genuine, perhaps he would return 
the land he owns on Norfolk to its 
rightful owners. 

Norfolk's resident Administrator (Mr. 
D.V.O'Leary) apparently felt the Min¬ 
ister's remarks in the Senate were a 
good, solid commentary on the Pitcair¬ 
ners' tights, and quickly circulated 
them for the edification of the mem¬ 
bers of Council. 

The editor is indeed a recent arri¬ 
val on Norfolk, having owned a home 
here for only about 8J years; but that 
doesn't have much to do with the Pit¬ 
cairners' rights or with the validity of 
historical facts. 

The News apparently did imply 


that "new documents" had been 
discovered, and that needs to be 
corrected. The documents are all 
from official files. The new dis¬ 
covery was that, read in correct 
relation to one another, the docu¬ 
ments proving the Pitcairners' 
rights can now be shown for the 
first time. 

Sir John Nimmo did indeed say 
that no significant documents 
could be found that in any way 
supported the existence of the 
main rights. That statement is 
one of the deeply troubling asp¬ 
ects of the Nimmo Report. It is 
simply unsupportable. 

There is extreme concern on the 
Island about the Nimmo Report. 
The effort to stave off the Report's 
recommendations Alight be call¬ 
ed a campaign. Tfie people lead¬ 
ing the campaign are the eight 
men who are the only elected rep¬ 
resentatives of the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island, and the first-hand re¬ 
ports of the campaign can be read 
in the minutes of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Council meetings since last 
November. 

As to the IS acres of land owned 
by the editor and his wife. It is a 
part of one of the original land 
grants that were in fact made to 
the Pitcairners. The original own¬ 
er, one of the Christians, had 
some reason for choosing to sell 
it, long ago. We are the present 
"assigns" of the original owner, 
and we now have the right, grant¬ 
ed by Queen Victoria, to hold it 
forever in return for a peppercorn 
a year if demanded. We are the 
rightful owners, and our title has 
no cloud over it, which is more 
than can be said for all of the 
Crown land on Norfolk, save for 
some 700 acres. 

Sen. Withers didn't disprove the 
Pitcairners' rights, he just joined 
the parade of authorities who have 
denied them. 

Former Administrator R. N.Dal- 
kin wrote to the Canberra Times 
about the discoveries. He said 
that the editor of The News is Am¬ 
erican-born; that the evidence 
"purports" to be three documents 
that have long been known and 
were studied by Sir John Nimmo; 
and that they are unlikely to alter 
his conclusion that there is no le¬ 
gal foundation for the claim that 
Norfolk was "ceded" to the Pit¬ 
cairners. 

Yes, the editor is American- 
born, and believes enough in Nor¬ 
folk and in Australia to have be¬ 
come a naturalised Australian in 


a ceremony conducted at Kingston by 
Deputy Administrator Charles I. Buf¬ 
fett. But that doesn't have a lot to do 
with the Pitcairners' rights, does it? 

Air Cdre. Dalkin mentioned 
three documents. He neglected 
to mention that the rights are to 
be shown in many documents, but 
in particular he overlooked one 
dated May 16, 1§56. 

As to die matter of Norfolk's not 
having been "ceded" to the Pit¬ 
cairners, Air Cdre Dalkin ought 
to have read pages 7, 11 and 35 
of the April News. No intelligent 
person who does so will ever again 
be able to talk about the "ceding” 
of Norfolk wi thout knowing what 
nonsense that old chestnut is. 

No disproving in Air Cdre Dalkin’s 
letter; just denial. 

A Norfolk Islander also had a go 
at The News's discoveries, saying 
to the editor, "It’s all wrong. It’s 
just not true. You've only been here 
ten minutes, and you have no busi¬ 
ness to be digging into these things.” 

The editor asked if the Islander 
had read The News's article, and 
the answer was a good, honest one 
that Sen. Withers and Air Cdre Dal¬ 
kin didn't give; "No, I didn't read 
it. I wouldn't be bothered. I've 
read other things." 

The fourth attempt to discredit 
the discoveries about the Pitcairn¬ 
ers' rights has been organised by 
an anonymous group. There are 
nine in the group at this writing, 
but perhaps others will want to 
join with them. In April The News 
issued a brief "political situation 
report", mainly for tourists who 
wonder what’s going on here. It 
talks about the rights, as a vital 
aspect of the situation. Nine copies of 
these reports have >een posted back to 
The News with messages on them. The 
messages are generally in harmony, 
with the three described above, but 
are more briefly expressed. One copy 
of the report has "Crap!'.:" written 
across it with a felt pen. Another is 
marked "Yankee bullshit". Some are 
a good deal cruder, but they appear, 
without exception, to be against the 
Pitcairners' rights and in support of the 
Nimmo Report. 

Iftaay be that The News’s April 
article was too long to be studied, by 
such busy people who maintain that 
die Pitcairners' rights were nothing 
but a misunderstanding. For their 
convenience the entire question 
can be distilled into one short docu¬ 
ment (the one Air Cdre Dalkin o- 
raitted to mention), and three sim¬ 
ple questions. 

They appear on the next page. 
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THE DOCUMENT 

Government House 
Sydney 

May 16, 1856. 

Sir, 

With reference to that para¬ 
graph of your instructions by which 
you were directed to divide the 
land at Norfolk island among the 
families of the Pitcairn Islanders, 
reserving only certain portions 
as specified for public purposes, 

I have now to direct you to do 
this, with a distinct provision 
that the arrangement of the land 
is subject to be revised and amen¬ 
ded if necessary by die Governor- 
General of New South Wales, to 
whom all the arrangements con¬ 
nected with the settlement of 
the island have been entrusted 
by Her Majesty. 

I have,&c. 

(si gned)W. Denison. 
Lieutenant 
Gregorie, 

Norfolk Island. 

THE QUESTIONS 

1. Did Governor Denison instruct 
Lt. Gregorie to divide all of Nor¬ 
folk among the Pitcairners, sav¬ 
ing only 700-odd acres of "pub¬ 
lic" land? 

2. Did Governor Denison have 
authority to do this? 

3. On May 3, 1856, when the Pit¬ 
cairners accepted the British Govern¬ 
ment's offer, boarded the "Moray¬ 
shire”, and left Pitcairn abandoned, 
had Governor Denison reserved any 
tight to alter the ownership of Nor¬ 
folk land by the Pitcairners? 

Please stop the theatrical huffing 
and puffing. Sen. Withers, Mr. O'¬ 
Leary, Air Cdre Dalkin. Just answer 
the questions. 

What are the answers? Yes or no? 

V 

We have his word 

DESPITE FEARS to the contrary, 
there will be no legislation con¬ 
cerning the Nimmo Report in the 
current session of the Australian 
Parliament. We have Senator With¬ 
ers' word for it. He cabled the 
Norfolk Island Council in March, 
"Before I place any submissions on 
the matter before the Government, 

I will come to Norfolk Island and 
will take the opportunity for dis¬ 


cussions with Council." 

He is to arrive on June 7th, after 
Parliament has risen, and will see 
the Council that day. Three hours 
have been allowed fot the talk. 
Councillors wish to talk again 
with him just prior to his leaving 
on June 12th, but whether the Min¬ 
ister will be prepared to talk with 
them more than once isn’t known 
yet. He should, of cqurse. They 
know more about Norfolk Island, 
and about the potential effects on 
the Island of the Nimmo Report, 
than any body the Minister could 
possibly consult, anywhere. 

V 

The basic Issue 

THERE ARE widely varying ideas 
about what the main issue is, in 
discussions about the Nimmo Re¬ 
port. 

Some say it's preserving the Isl¬ 
and's freedom from income taxes. 
Sen. Withers seems to feel that is 
the issue, and that opposition to 
the Report comes only from rich 
people with "vested interests". 

Others feel the issue is Norfolk's 
financial situation: that the Island 
is facing heavy demands for ex¬ 
pensive improvements, and that 
only by throwing in our lot with 
Australia can we get access to the 
vast funds of the Commonwealth. 

Some feel it's a plain matter of 
cash in the pocket: Norfolk pays 
a pension of $15 a week now, and 
Australia has offered $45. 

But there is a deeper issue, and 
over a long period of years it will 
mean more than all the other iss¬ 
ues put together. It is the question 
of whether Norfolk is, after 80 
years, to have a legitimately con¬ 
stituted democratic form of gov¬ 
ernment. 

The foundation of democratic 
government is the consent of the 
people who are governed. 


It was recently expressed this 
w*y by Mortimer J. Adler and 
William Gorman: 

"Authority is possessed by a gov¬ 
ernment mot merely as a result of 
the de-facto submission of the gov¬ 
erned to the power it is able to ex¬ 
ert over them. 

"A government has genuine ad- 
thority - the right to govern -only 
when such authority is conferred 
on it, or transmitted to it, by acts 
of the people as its consenting con¬ 
stituents: originating, constitutive 
acts; interim acts of consent; and 
periodically recurring electoral 
acts." 

For 80 years Norfolk Island has 
been governed without any of 
those acts of consent. The Island 
is now in the course of moving 
into a new period, with a new 
form of government. If it is to be 
a legitimately established demo¬ 
cratic government, it should be 
founded on an originating, consti¬ 
tutive act of consent by the people 
of the Island. 

There is only one kind of origi¬ 
nating, constituive act that will 
make Norfolk's new government, 
whatever its form; legitimate 
and democratic; a referendum. 

If we are to become part of Aus¬ 
tralia, let the people say that they 
wish to entrust their government 
to the Commonwealth. 

If we are to have some form of 
local self-government, as a Ter¬ 
ritory of Australia, let the people 
transmit their authority to such a 
form of government. 

But if the Island is merely forced 
into the Australian system, with 
the people of the Island never hav¬ 
ing formally given their consent, 
Norfolk will never have a legiti¬ 
mately constituted democratic 
government though we vote for a 
thousand years in the electorate 
of Canberra. 
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CANBERRA 
TIMES 

TT 1 2 0 th April, 1977 

In defence of 
an anomaly 

The spirit of Perfidious Albion 
lives on in Australia today 


BETWEEN THE LINES 


JBy^BRUCEJUDDERVj 


The Current 
contretemps about the 
“rights” of the people of 
Norfolk Island puts me 
in mind of one of the 
great awakenings of my 
own childhood. 

There comes a shocking 
time in the lives of all New 
Zealand schoolchildren, at 
least of my generation, when 
we learn that the Treaty of 
Waitangi, by which in 1840 
the Maoris ceded sovereignty 
to Queen Victoria, was 
adjudged in London only a 
few years later to possess no 
legal force whatsoever. 

Australian children are spared 
this trauma as, rather more 
straightforwardly, no one 
bothered to con the Aborigines 
to consent to their dispossession. 

A few years ago I read of some 
Indian tribes in Ontario who are 
still attempting to secure rights 
“guaranteed" them in a treaty 
concluded more than 100 years 
ago. 

Wily Brits 

Albion, it seems, is never so 
perfidious as when it is signing 
‘ agreements" with “natives . 
Though, of course, who can 
blame a gentleman for 
disregarding obligations to 
peoples who, as the poet so 
concisely pul it. can be classified 


as “lesser breeds without the 
law”? 

In fairness one must 
acknowledge that the countries 
of the “old Commonwealth" 
have been at least as successful 
in assimilating this essential 
British tradition as they have in 
adopting the Westminster 
system of government — on 
reflection, probably more so. 

In our own century we have 
the spectacle of Australia and 
New Zealand aiding the wily 
Brits in pulling out all slops to 
avoid paying the Banabans 
compensation for the havoc 
wrought on Ocean Island by the 
British Phosphale Commission. 

Verbal 


The descendants of the people 
of Pitcairn (more properly 
Pitcairn's) Island who resettled 
on Norfolk Island in 1856 are on 
even weaker ground than the 
Maoris, in that any agreement 
on their “rights” which they may 
have made was verbal And as 
Sam Goldwyn used to say, verbal 
agreements aren't worth the 
paper they’re written on. (Given 
the British/Anzac track record 
that does not necessarily render 
them inferior to any other 
variety of agreement.) 

The fact that there is a strong 
orsl tradition among the 
islanders (bat certain njhu were 
guaranteed them — to 
ownership of Norfolk, to 
self-government, to the 
maintenance ot a way of life that 
included free burials and grazing 


on commons land, and to 
freedom from taxation — is 
regularly dismissed by 
Australian authorities. 

Mr Jusice Sir John Nimmo is 
only the latest of Australian 
authorities to take tbit line. 

‘‘In view of the 
misunderstanding which clearly 
developed amongst the 
Pitcairners in Norfolk 
concerning their alleged 
‘ownership’ of the entire island”, 
he remarks in his report as the 
one-man Royal Commission 
which recently investigated 
matters pertaining to Norfolk, 
“it should be pointed out early in 
this report that no evidence was 
produced to support this claim 
and much was discovered to 
rebut it completely". 

Sir John similarly dismisses 
the islanders' claims to a right to 
self-government, and their other 
"rights". 


Straightforward 

With respect to the learned 
judge, to a layman like me much 
of the “evidence" he adduces 
fails to rebut anything at all. In 
particular, it appears that his 
report frequently confuses the 
notion of the cession of 
sovereignty over Norfolk — 
which the islanders, I 
understand, have never claimed 
— with less ambitious claims to 
freehold ownership of most of 
the land of the island, and to 
internal self-government. 

The basic facts of the matter 






are fairly straightforward. In 
early IS56 a ship, the 
Morayshire, was sent from 
Sydney to Pitcairn island to 
negotiate with the population 
there itt transfer to Norfolk 
Island. This exercise in 
diplomacy was entrusted to a 
Lieutenant Gregorie. 

The Morayshire arrived at its 
primary destination in late April. 
A couple of weeks later the 
entire population of the island 
boarded the vessel and was taken 
to Norfolk. 

We know that in the 
meantime he had talks with the 
islanders. Unfortunately hit 

X t on his activities does not 
s what was said. The only 
record by an eye-witness, written 
40 years later by a Pitcairner 
who had been present as a 
youngster, supports the 
islanders' traditions — as is 
hardly surprising. 

However, we do now know 
what was in the mind of the 
Governor of NSW, Sir William 
Denison, at about the time that 
he tent Lieutenant Gregorie to 
Pitcairn. And bis thoughts 
strongly support the Pitcairners’ 
contention that in fact they were 
guaranteed a broad range of 
“rights”. 

The revelation about 
Denison's intentions does not 
come from newly-discovered 
documents, as was recently 
suggested by The Norfolk Island 
News. In fact, the most crucial 
of the papers involved was 
actually quoted, in part, in Sir 
John Nimmo’s report. 

Crucial 

What does seem extraordinary 
is that the Royal Commission, 
while citing one paragraph in the 
despatch sent by Denison to Sir 
George Gray in London, on 
February 27, 1856, apparently 
overlooks surrounding 
paragraphs which would appear 
to support the Pitcairners' claims 
to enjoy their “rights”. 

The crucial paragraphs are 
numbers 10 to 13 inclusive. Sir 
John Nimmo cites only 
paragraph 12. 

Paragraph ID recounts that 
the Governor has "warned Mr 
Gregorie not to assume any 
authority over the islanders”, but 
to advise them. 

Paragraph II remarks that 
”al! the arrangements for the 
transfer of (Norfolk) island to its 
new inhabitants have been left to 
me”, and Denison considers it 
“absolutely essential” that “the 
land should be transferred to the 
newcomers in such a manner as 
to give them a right to deal with 


it as thar own . . No 
suggestion here that only a part 
of the land is to be handed over, 
or that the Pitcairners are not to 
have ownership of it. 

Paragraph 12, the one Sir 
John docs quote, relates 
Denison's determination that the 
islanders should not be subject to 
any of the existing Australian 
colonies. “The effect of making 
it a part of any of these colonies 
would be to confer upon the 
legislatures the nght of dealing 
with the people and the land 
according to their will and 
pleasure; And thus an 
opportunity would be afforded 
for interfering with the 
experiment which is now about 
to be made. Such interference 
could not be useful, and w(wld, 
probably, be injurious”. 

Paragraph 13 suggests that 
the Governor-General of the 
Australian Colonies “might have 
a nominal jurisdiction, in order 
that the people should have 
someone to whom they might 
make their wants known . . 

If these paragraphs do not add 
up to a promise that the freehold 
ownership of the island is to be 
vested in the islanders, and that 
they are to run their own affairs, 
then the English language has 
changed more in the past 121 
years than any reader of Dickens 
or the Brontes would be inclined 
to suspect. 

It probably is reasonable to 
assume that Lieutenant Gregorie 
knew what it was that Denison 
had in mind when he left for 
Pitcairn. "Are we to possess the 
land as we do here?” one might 
imagine him being asked “Well, 
the Governor says so”, he could 
be expected to reply. 

“And what about taxes? Will 
we have to pay taxes?" the 
Pitcairners might demand. 

“Well", the honest Gregorie 
would presumably reply, “you 
are to run your own affairs under 
the ‘nominal jurisdiction' of the 
Governor-General. And you are 
not to be subject to any of the 
colonial legislatures. So unless 
you decide to impose taxes 
yourself, of course you can’t be 
taxed”. 

‘‘And communal 
grave-digging and free burials?” 

“Ditto". Gregorie would be 
compelled to reply. 

I am in no position to quarrel 
with Sir John Nimmo’s 
conclusion that “there is no legal 
foundation . . whatsoever” for 
the Pitcairners’ claim to 
ownership of Norfolk Island and 
to self-government At I 
observed at the outset, even 
when rights were expressed in 
black and white by Victorian 


Englishmen, they occasionally 
did not exist. 

Certainly the Order in Council 
of June 24. 1856, appointing 
Denison Governor of Norfolk 
Island gave him pretty absolute 
powers But legal documents of 
that sort must be read against 
their social and political context 
if they are to mean anything at 
all. 

As has recently been pointed 

out, that late-Victorian 
document, the Australian 
Constitution, makes no provision 
for responsible government or 
the office of Prime Minister. 
Read literally, it establishes the 
Governor-General as a dictator. 
It has to be read in the context of 
its compilation and the usages of 
the day. 

Reasonable 

The documents pertaining to 
the Pitcairners' transfer to 
Norfolk, 1 would , respectfully 
suggest, should be treated in 
similar fashion, ft is true that 
Lieutenant Gregorie had no 
stenographer on hand when he 
negotiated with the islanders, but 
one can arrive at >,a pretty, 
reasonable conclusion about the' 
sort of things he would have said 
merely from reading the words 
of his master, Dentson. 

All «f Which, of course, has 
little to do with the main burden 
of Sir John Nimmo's report, 
which proposes the “integration” 
of Norfolk Island with Australia, 
the islanders paying taxes, 
receiving social services and 
getting Mr John Haslem (or 
whoever succeeds him) as their 
local MP. 

No doubt that is the neat and 
tidy — if possibly uncon¬ 
stitutional (in the loose sense) — 
way of arranging matters. But I 
wonder if it is necessary to be all 
that neat and tidy, particularly 
at the expense of what must 
surely be seen as a moral 
obligation? 

Europe, no doubt, would be 
more orderly if Switzerland's 
German-, French- and 
Italian-speaking cantons were 
parcelled out to their linguistic 
mother countries, if Andorra, 
Monaco and Liechtenstein were 
all taken over by their 
neighbours. 

It also would be duller. I doubt 
that the complexities caused by 
Norfolk Island's uniqueness are 
such that that uniqueness should 
be abolished — particularly now 
that the tax loopholes that made 
it such a burr under the 
Treasury’s blanket have been 
abolished. The Pacific, no less 
than Europe, has need for its 
anomalies. 
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EAST-WEST PLANS TO 

FRESH THINKING and inventiveness 
by East-West Airlines arid its local 
agents, Burns Philp, are beginning 
to shake up traditional patterns of 
air service between Norfolk and Syd¬ 
ney. 

Premium fares to discourage traff¬ 
ic at peak seasons, discount fares to 
attract more travellers in the winter 
months, and package deals to fill 
lightly-loaded flights are all in the 
wind. 

East-West's managing director, 

Mr. John Riley, says the "quite ex¬ 
treme peaks and troughs" in passen¬ 
ger traffic from Sydney make for in¬ 
efficient operations. He intends to 
level them out by "chopping off the 
top and filling in the bottom". 

In past years the first few days of 
mainland school holidays would see 
both of Qantas's DC-4s flying to Nor¬ 
folk, bringing in some 120 arrivals a 
day. The flights would return to Syd¬ 
ney with only a handful of passengers. 

As the holidays ended,, there was a 
reverse pattern - near-empty planes 
arriving, to take full loads of visitors 
back home; 

filling empty seats 

Profit-minded East-West doesn't 
like the idea of those empty aircraft, 
and is setting out to re-arrange the 
Island's visitor pattern for greater 
efficiency. ..If the airline's effort 
succeeds, it will have real benefits 
for East-West and for residents as well, 
although some people will be disadvan¬ 
tage^, . 

The first experiment to fill in 
troughs will be happening this month. 
East-West has scheduled ten extra 
flights in May, for a total of 37 in 
the month. That will mean the air¬ 
line will be providing some 1260 seats 
to and from Norfolk in May only 
about 20 short of the number of May 
seats Qantas provided last year, with 
21 DC-4 flights. 

Between May 9th and 21st, there will 
be nine double -flight days, with plen¬ 
ty of empty seats flying back to Sydney 
at first, and plenty of empty seats com¬ 
ing over to Norfolk toward the end of 
the period. East-West hopes to put 
some of the vacancies to use by offer¬ 
ing Island residents a package deal, 
with free accommodation in Sydney, 
if they'll travel to Sydney and return 
on the right days. 

Longer term, East-West is looking 
at the idea of discouraging some pass¬ 
engers at peak tourist seasons with a 
premium fare. If the extra cost does 
put people off, the airline will be 


ALTER NORFOLK'S TOURIST 

able to carry those who do want to 
come here with an F-27 flight each 
day. If the surcharge doesn't worry 
people, East-West will have to decide 
whether simply to turn them away, or 
to put on additional flights, with their 
one-way inefficiency. The ideal, 
from an efficiency standpoint, would 
be to set the extra charge at a finely 
determined level that would discour¬ 
age only the number of visitors that 
East-West would rather not carry any¬ 
way. 

In the winter months, Mr. Riley's 
idea is to reverse the psychology, 
promoting a special discount fare 
that hopefully would entice travell¬ 
ers who otherwise might not visit 
Norfolk. 

In general, East-West's objective 
is to carry as many passengers to Nor¬ 
folk as Qantas has - but to spread diem 
out evenly over the year, in well- 
filled daily flights all year long. 

For Island residents, the plan's suc¬ 
cess would mean some benefits and 
some drawbacks. It would mean 
profitable operations for East-West, 
and so help assure continuity of the 
service and less frequent fare rises. 

It would also mean the best year- 
round mail service the Island has ever 
had to and from Australia. Fo/much 
of the Island's tourist industry ij would 
also have advantages; investment and 
staffing could be planned on the basis 
of fairly consistent demand, rather 
than being buffetted b^ over-demand 
and under-demand. 

back-yarders hit? 

Residents wanting to travel to Syd¬ 
ney, however, could find it even har¬ 
der fo get seats at peak periods, aii(i 1 - ' 
would have to pay hiAer fares if they 
could get them. And the plan could 
be bad news for "back-yard" accommo¬ 
dation proprietors, whip aren't regular¬ 
ly letting rooms but who in the past 
have made extra money by taking in 
tourists in the peak s^sons. Until 
now, there have been times when 
every bed on the Island was in de¬ 
mand. If East-West levels out the 
pattern, those times are finished. 

East-West has been given a maxi¬ 
mum of two years to operate its F-27s 
on the Norfolk run, and must have a 
replacement aircraft nominated by 
next March. 

Rumours that Boeing 737s would 
take over are without foundation, 
according to Mr. Riley. "It is too 
large, " he says. "We think frequency 
of flights is most important, andthat,., 
means aircraft no larger than 50 pass- 
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engers. 4 The Bdeings would ajso re¬ 
quire a lot of work to' upgrade the air¬ 
port. " 

Mr. George Harrison, East-West's 
chairman, chimes in on that point, 
saying that airport improvements to 
allow regular 737 flights "would cost 
millions - and we just don't think 
that's on." The cost of maintaining 
the enlarged airport would also in¬ 
crease greatly, he says. 

dash-7 favoured 

East-West's eyes at present are on 
the De Haviland "Dash Seven" as die 
most likely replacement for the Fokkers. 
Mr. Riley says it is the only suitable 
aircraft that would not involve sub¬ 
stantial upgrading of die Norfolk air¬ 
port. 

He says it had been designed as a 
short-haul, short-take-off-and-land- 
ing aircraft, and that considerable 
modification would be needed to pro¬ 
duce a model suited to the Norfolk 
run. The modifications would include 
strengthening of the fuselage, larger 
fuel tanks and more powerful engines. 

"This would mean asking De Havi¬ 
land Canada to produce in two years 
what would normally take longer," 
he says. 

Mr. Riley and Mr. Harrison plan 
to visit De Haviland in Canada in 
the near future, for first-hand dis¬ 
cussions about the project. De Havi- , 
land's willingness to engineer and 
build the special model would prob¬ 
ably depend on the company's assess¬ 
ment of the market for such an air¬ 
plane elsewhere in the world. 

East-West has operating links with 
Trans Australia Airlines, feeding 
travellers from smaller N. S. W. cit¬ 
ies into main centres where TAA op¬ 
erates. But East-West is a complete¬ 
ly independent company, and expects 
to remain so. Ansett Airlines made 
two bids to take over East-West about 
1960, but East-West's 750-odd share¬ 
holders turned down the offers, by 
votes of 95<fc and then 97|<5L. 

Since then East-West's articles of 
association have been revised, and 
no take-over bid may be put to the 
shareholders unless the directors have 
approved it first. 

Mr. Riley says there is a fine bal¬ 
ance in the two-airline policy in 
N.S. W., with East-West feeding 
TAA, and Ansett drawing from its 
own subsidiary. Airlines of N. S. W. 
"Ansett can see that an East-West 
take-over would unbalance the situ¬ 
ation, ” Mr. Riley says, "and T. A. A. 
could then seek equal access." 
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1_ FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

(5OUNCILIJ RANSCRIPT —=• 


In search of a motto 

A SKETCH for a Norfolk Island coat 
of arms - or. more correctly, "arm¬ 
orial bearings" - has been prepared 
by authorities in England and was 
considered at April. Qouncil. The 
Administrator said he'd sent a Copy 
of the sketch to the head of the 
Bounty Society in the U.S.A., who 
had been active in proposing the 
idea. Mr. Christian had replied as 
follows: 

"It is most gratifying to finally and 
actually see a design emerging from 
Norfolk Island and the people thereof. 

"We were amazed to see how many 
reference points have been taken into 
account within the design and from 
your colour descriptions the proposed 
arms are surely to be quite striking and 
beautiful. 

"We would hope that those charged 
with approval of this design will find 
it to their liking as we have done. 

"I cannot imagine any further refer¬ 
ence points which should be accounted 
for to alter or add to the design. Never¬ 
theless this would not be for us to say 
as we feel the design is and should be 
entirely Norfolk’s - the Islanders. We 
can only feel warm elation for them. 

"In reference to Sir Anthony's 
letter, we feel greatly honoured by 
the acknowledgement of this Society 
and this will be communicated to him. 

"With regard our suggestions and 
in your letter you also invite same, 

1 reiterate that the design and motto 
should be entirely Norfolk's - the 
Islander^. Be that as it may, we be¬ 
lieve, and in keeping With ancient 
heraldic tradition, a motto should re¬ 
flect an ideal - a purpose - a message - 
a tenet - which is of Norfolk Island. 

In this regard, we would like to see 
a motto done in the dialect of Norfolk 
Island or Pitcaimese as it is sometimes 
referred. Though this dialect is almost 
200 years old and is still in use on both 
Pitcairn and Norfolk Island, there is 
no assurance that it will prevail in the 
future. It therefore could be enshrined 
forever in the language of the motto. 
The text, we feel, should be an old 
Norfolk Island phrase. 

"There would be redundancy in pla¬ 
cing 'Norfolk Island* on the motto 
scroll because the design itself most 
graphically makes this statement. 


This recommendation is also in agree¬ 
ment with ancient heraldic tradition..." 

Cr. Snell: . .1 share with Mr. 

Christian his enthusiasm and delight 
in the proposal of the Coat of Arms 
presented to us this afternoon and also 
on 10th March, and I would like to 
move a motion that this Council go 
ahead in an endeavour to secure this 
Coat of Arms for Norfolk Island and 
at the same time invite any mem¬ 
bers of any society and the public of 
Norfolk Island to forward to yourself 
or to the Council appropriate wording 
they may consider as a motto to be 
placed on the Coat of Arms." 

Cr. Quintal; ". .1 agree with the 
letter written by Mr. Christian. 

"1 feel that he has written a very 
worthy letter and he mentions here 
that in keeping with ancient tradition 
the motto should reflect an ideal - a 
purpose - a message - a tenet - which 
is of Norfolk Island. 

"He mentions using Norfolk Island 
or Pitcaimese. 

"I have thought up a motto myself 
but still I do agree it would be a 
good idea to call on the people of 
the Island and also any societies that 
are interested in this to submit their 
ideas. 

"I thought of the motto ’Lub-be 
Norfolk Island’ -- fhe word Tub-be' 
in Norfolk and also in Pitcaimese 
means 'leave Norfolk Island’... as 
it is. " 

nothing to risk in an 
Impartial lamination? 

ALL EIGHT elected'Councillors took 
the unprecedented step in February 
of appealing to the United Nations 
Committee of 24 qp Decolonization, 
asking the U. N. to protect Norfolk 
from being integrated into Austra¬ 
lia's political system without the 
consent of the people of the Island. 

To be placed on the Committee's 
agenda, die Norfolk appeal must be 
raised in the General Assembly by 
a member nation of the U.N. Cop¬ 
ies of the appeal are being consid¬ 
ered by the 24 countries who are 
members of the Committee - inclu¬ 
ding Australia. 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher wrote to the Minister (Sen. R. 


G. Withers)asking Australia to raise 
the matter itself. His letter to the 
Minister said: 

"You will be aware that a letter 
from myself and the other elected 
members of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil has now been received by the 
Chairman of the United Nations Com¬ 
mittee of Twenty-Four on Decoloni¬ 
sation and that copies of it have been 
forwarded by the Committee’s Sec¬ 
retary for inspection by the member 
nations of that Committee. 

"While any of those members may 
propose to the General Assembly that 
our appeal be placed on the Com¬ 
mittee's agenda for examination, it 
is equally open to any member coun¬ 
try of the United Nations to make or 
support that proposal. 

"With the support of my fellow 
elected councillors, I am writing to 
ask if Australia would consider mak¬ 
ing the proposal itself. In doing so, 
Australia would seem to be making it 
plain that it has nothing to risk in an 
impartial examination of the facts and 
that therei is no situation of confronta¬ 
tion between Australia and Norfolk • 
Island. That is certainly our view of 
the circumstances and we would wel¬ 
come Australia's initiative in the 
matter. 

"I have reason to believe that we 
may shortly be approached by repre¬ 
sentatives of other member countries 
of the United Nations and I would 
be pleased to be able to inform them 
that Australia intends raising the 
matter and that no action on their 
part is required other than support¬ 
ing the proposal that the Committee 
of Twenty-Four review the facts of 
the situation. 

"As such approaches may be forth¬ 
coming very shortly, I would hope 
you could let me know the Govern¬ 
ment’s attitude as promptly as poss¬ 
ible. 

"I regret that Norfolk Island mat¬ 
ters are intruding so often these days 
on your other very demanding duties 
and hope we may all soon be able 
to return to a pattern of less fre¬ 
quent and less troubling correspon¬ 
dence. " 

On the 12th of April Sen. Withers 
replied to Cr. Blucher. He referred 
to Cr. Blucher's letter (dated March 
nth) and said "There can be no 
question of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment agreeing to ask the General 
Assembly to have the matter exam- 

1 0 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / May 1971 



ined by the Committee of Twenty 
Four. Yours Sincerely, R.G.Withers." 

the cornerstone of 
good administration 

THE NORFOLK Underwater Club 
wrote to the Administrator asking if 
a surplusfand unmaintainable) lighter 
might be able to be filled with car 
body wreckage and sunk offshore to 
form an artifical reef that might en¬ 
courage and attract fish. At the Ap¬ 
ril meeting the Administrator read 
the request, and informed Council 
that he had inquired, and agreed to 
have it carried out. His letter to the 
club, granting die request, was read 
out. But not all Councillors liked the 
idea: 

Cr. Blucher: "... lighter No. 2 kept 
somewhere on the Island as a means 
of a reminder of what the Island used 
to do and used to have to deal with 

1 would certainly go along with 
the idea of having the other means 
of sea transport available to this club 
for creating this reef, but I for one 
could not favour the sinking and dis¬ 
posal of lighter No. 2 -- it seems 
to me to be an historical relic. 

"... I would much prefer to see it 
preserved and sitting up against per¬ 
haps the boatshed in the same man¬ 
ner as the lighter is sitting up in the 
yard of the South Pacific Hotel. 

"It is a reminder of the past his¬ 
tory of the Island and it's good to 
see these things kept. " 

Cr. Snell: go along with some 

of what Cr. Blucher has to say -- I 
think it creates an interest too for 
these lighters to be left where they 
can be easily viewed by tourists to 
the Island. 

T know that history will repeat 
itself and lighiers from time to time 
will become available and I presume 
this can be used in the case of sink¬ 
ing this, but I would prefer to see 
that this lighter is kept as an inter- . 
est for visitors and not be sunk../ 

Cr. Bennett: "It seems to me the 
lighter would very quickly rot out 
in the water and it seems to me that 
the thought of using the lighter was 
a means of filling it up with car 
bodies and other material and the 
pulling the plug out or letting it go. 

T do share the views of Cr. Blu¬ 
cher and perhaps getting it (tone up 
as a relic of the past. ~ 

'Perhaps it might be an idea to 
have available to them a lighter 
from the present fleet for the pur¬ 
pose of taking out to the site of 
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the proposed reef and them dump¬ 
ing them off from there. " 

Chairman: "I'd suggest that you note 
this memorandum and I'll note what 
you've had to say. You can’t have 
nine Administrators." 

Cr. Quintal: "I would agree that 
it would be a good idea to preserve 
the lighters but as there are lots of 
lighters around the place, and like¬ 
ly to be a lot more for many years 
to come, and there will be absolute¬ 
ly no change in the way cargo is 
landed for a long time to come, 
there’ll be plenty of lighters avail¬ 
able to be preserved. 

’The lighters that are being built 
today are being built from treated 
timber - tanalised - and therefore 
those lighters would outlast the No. 

2 lighter because it is my belief 
that the No. 2 lighter has not been 
treated in any wayc If*it was pre¬ 
served and left on land it would 
rot very quickly and if it was sunk 
out at sea off Black Bank, because 
the air can’t get at it it is my be¬ 
lief that it would last for many years 
to come.. / 


But a motion recommending that 
the lighter not be sunk was put to a 
vote, and passed. 

Cr. Blucher; ”1 realise Mr. Chair¬ 
man this puts you in a bit of a spot." 

Chairman; "It doesn’t really -- I 
stick to my word. ” 

"just another right 
being taken away" 

AN EXPERT REPORT from J. M. 
Foreshaw of the Australian National 
Parks and Wildlife Service had rec¬ 
ommended that the season for har¬ 
vesting whalebird eggs on Philip Is¬ 
land should be cut from two months 
to one, and that harvesting should 
be rotated from one part of Philip 
to anothei each year. He had con¬ 
cluded , during a visit in February, 
that "it is possible that the breeding 
population is declining. " Council 
debated bis recommendations; 

Cr. McKenzie; "This has been part 
and parcel of Norfolk Island history 
for the last hundred odd years and 
to take it away is just another right 
being taken away from the people 
of this Island. 

"Years have gone by -- some 
years there wouldn't be birds, other 
years there would be. This year 
everyone got concerned because 
there were no birds but a month 
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later they all appeared. There's 
been difference in the seasons. The 
seasons or climate conditions seem 
to be changing over the last few 
years and I think this is an indica¬ 
tion as to why .birds are coming la¬ 
ter and later." 

Chairman: "This is a local matter 
and i’ll certainly be guided by what 
you all think, but you will all re¬ 
member that other councillors not 
so long ago in my term here express¬ 
ed great concern so I don't think it’s 
a matter for any emotionalism at 
this stage. 

"1 think you want to very care¬ 
fully consider what this man has 
written and that we look at the mat¬ 
ter when the question of whether it's 
an open season after 30th September 
or not." 

Cr. Quintal: "I'll go along with that 
idea because sometimes the birds 
are late as Cr. McKenzie pointed 
out and there are a few whale birds 
around those Islands out there so 
that proves that they must be late. 

"You usually hear them at night 
but I haven't heard them for quite 
some time now but if you get foggy 
weather the birds seem to fly ashore 
and they make a lot of noise. 

"I believe that at Lord Howe Isl-. 
and there are millions of birds there 
every year and it is my belief that 
the reason the birds go there is be¬ 
cause the Lord Howe Islanders do 
not worry the birds and they do not 
eat the eggs. 

"1 would like to see any season 
closed off over here but not alto¬ 
gether because, as Cr. McKenzie 
says, it has been the right of the 
people to go over and collect eggs 
since the Pitcairn Islanders arrived 
here and a long time before they 
ever heard of the place. 

”1 wouldn't like to see that right 
taken away altogether from them, 
but 1 do agree that we should have 
a close look at it and make sure 
that the birds are on the increase 
and not the decrease and that we 
do not lose the birds in time com-v 
pletely just through a right that 
we’ve had all these years. " 

Cr. Smith: "...I spent a full day 
on Phillip Island last Saturday film¬ 
ing it and I haven't seen so many 
young birds nesting - some haven’t 
hatched out -- some have just hatch¬ 
ed out — there are millions of them. 

"I think the season is a bit out 
this year. 

"I wouldn't like to see it closed 
off altogether but I'd like to see 
one month taken out. " 
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Cr. Snell: "It appears from what 
has been discussed both in Council 
and out of Council, and through ex¬ 
perience, that it wouldn't hurt for 
the first month of the season to be 
declared a closed one — that's the 
month of October --that would 
give protection for any early birds 
arriving on Phillip Island... * 

Cr. Smith: "I think there are a lot 
of places on Phillip Island that are 
inaccessible to the collecting of 
whale bird eggs. Also I think we 
should take that into account, es¬ 
pecially on the western side. I 
noticed a lot of birds there last year 
when I went out and there are some 
places you just can't get at. " 

Cr. Blucher-. "I move a motion 
that your gazetted notice to de¬ 
clare it a closed season for whale 
bird from 1st December, 1976 to 
30th September, 1977 be adhered to 
but later in the year this matter be 
brought up to Council again for fur¬ 
ther consideration." 

Quintal v. shags 

MR. FORESHAW also recommended 
that cormorants - "Shags”, to Nor¬ 
folk Islanders - should be on the 
list of protected birds, and should 
not be allowed to be shot. Cr. 

Quintal immediately launched in¬ 
to a forceful argument that shags 
are nothing but bad news, and die 
more shooting of them the better; 

Cr. Quintal: "... Shags that visit 
the Island have always been a nui¬ 
sance and a menace to small fish¬ 
ing craft on Norfolk Island. When¬ 
ever they have been seen around 
the shores in the past the first thought 
is to try and destroy them. 

"I remember on quite a few occa¬ 
sions shags used to roost in the lone 
pine tree at Point Hunter and Island¬ 
ers and other persons used to shoot 
these birds because of the damage 
they did to the fish and crabs. 

"As these birds are not a native 
of Norfolk It land and do not serve 
any good purpose at all — only 
cause destruction -- I wish to move 
that permission be granted for the 
shooting and destruction of all cor¬ 
morants or shags. 

"There is only one type of shag 
that visits the Island - it’s a very 
evil looking bird and it does create 
a lot of damage to the fish around 
the shores. 

"I do agree that we should pro¬ 
tect a lot of the birds but this is 
one bird I hope that nobody ever 


tries to protect." 

Cr. Smith: "What does a shag look 
like -- I haven’t seen one. ” 

Cr. Quintal: "Well it looks like a 
glorified duck with a very evil look¬ 
ing eye and evil looking beak. It 
can dive under water and stay under 
water for some time, and it can 


chase small fish especially rock 
fish and it breeds very very quickly. 

"They either breed very quickly, 
or grow up very quickly or a lot 
come at a time." 

Chairman: "Cr. Quintal your mo¬ 
tion relates to the cormorant that's 


mentioned in this paper I think. 

1 would merely like to say that 
your motion obviously does not 
accept the view put forward by Mr. 
Joseph M. Foreshaw who is a world 
authority on bird life and a member 
of the National Parks & Wildlife Ser¬ 
vice, and he recommends that cor¬ 
morants be protected along with other 
birds on Norfolk Island and any peti¬ 


tions for shooting of them as pests be 
rejected." 

Cr. Quintal: "Evidently Mr. Fore¬ 
shaw does not know about this kind 
of shag ... I agree with most of the 
things that he has said regarding birds 
and other life on the Island..." 


DUTCH’S 
DJ VIEW 
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W ISLAND 
HANDBOOK 


for MAY 


^ what’s on 

► where to find it 

► best shopping 
^ Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 
^ airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 

^ shipping information 

. mcm 

► ...and the NORFOLK 
WORD 





(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 

LAN CO watches 

# ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY-SAPPHIRE EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROUDS spec 

in/7 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


X Z _ SHOP AT 





PATON PLACfl 
may be out of town but for die 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
picks, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
j Directly opposite Nimpex. 

^ .Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. - 
Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm ; Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am. Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 

Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Pri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE : (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday, 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
DeChesne's, across from the Trading Post. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
i0-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE'. 
generally 9am-12. 30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 

8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5. 30pm 
Mpn-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. ‘ . 
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CASUAL 60EST POLICY 



South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a slmorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY Houste; 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY S ou th Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to "Toofey”; FRIDAY "Disco 
Night"; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.7 5; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 


rom the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 

S isb.. .fish in coconut milk.. .banana, pumpkin and kumera 
lhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and„— 
passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- ^ 
orite, familiar dishes in you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small ■ 

- : restaurant with a beautiful view yV 

~ ) across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN THE TAHITLAN/HTCAIRN/NORFOLK CUISINE 


„ °P en ever y night, dinner $4 except for the famous 

_ _ J. Island Baked Dinner on Thursdays ($8) and a family 
smorgasbord-plus-a-film Wednesdays and Sun- 
,. i ) days ($5). Also serving luncheon, $2, from 

, 12.30 to 1.45 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays. 

JUST A MINUTE’S WALK / 

UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE (. *^***5- 

^ TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2185 COMFORTABLY IN 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTA LAND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(gjHISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLUNS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

""TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nDCll 7 nAVO 7 Qft +« Q niI1 (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
UrLls f UATO — I am 10 «? pm only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops...magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




o 

People who wear an Omega know why. 



MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







,*«*n 

P51 




Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tromc control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses stlperhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced-materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, ell you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


The Norfolk Island 


SUN 

HON 

TUE 

WED 

Sunrise 6.46 

0 Sunset 5. 43 

• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7. 30p) 

•film (MRT 8 p) 

Sunrise 6.46 

Sunset 5.43 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

O Sunrise 6.46 

Sunset 5.43 

•Films(Pds & LC) 

•Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8 pj 

Vl Sunrise 6 .47 

*■ Sunset 5.42 

•Council meednp 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open nlght(Nlk) 

Sunrise 6 .49 

Sunset 5.39 

Q Sunrise 6.50 

Sunset 5.38 

1 Sunrise 6 . 50 

■ Sunset 5.38 

^ ^ Sunrise 6.51 

1 1 Sunset 5. 37 

•Church services 
•Filmj «n 'b'd(VV7.30p) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

•Hopsie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b’d(SP) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

•Films(Pd* & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

• C'm'dants Dinner; 

(7.30G) 

• Open Night (NLK) 

• Filon (MRT 8 p) 

•Film. sm*b’d(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

^ C Sunrise 6 . 53 

II Sunset 5,34 

1 £5 Sunrise 6 . 54 

1 V? Sunset 5.34 

^ Sunrise 6 . 54 

1 r Sunset 5.33 

«f Q Sunrise 6 . 55 

1 © Sunset 5.33 

•Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
•Film (MRT 8 p) 

•Housie(LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b’d(SP) 

•Film (MRT 8 p) 

•F ilms(Pds & LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Open Night (NLK) 

•Film.smh'd(VV) 

•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 



• Film (MRT 8 p) 


O Sunrise .§,'67 

mm mm Sunset 5.31 

Sunrise 6.58 

O Sunset 5.31 

VI Sunrise 6 . 58 

Sunset 5.30 

O R Sunrise 6 . 59 
Sunset 5.30 


Film (MRT 8 p) 


•Church services 
•Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30p) 

•Film (MRT 8 p) 

•Hoysie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd (SP) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

V 

• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

(7.30G) 

•open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

V 

•Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
•Film (Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

^ Q) ^ unris * 7. 01 
fcv Sunset 5.28 

Sunrise 7. 02 

WW Sunset 5.28 

'Oaf Sunrise 7. 02 

I Sunset 5.28 


• Church Services 

• Film, sm*bd(VV 7.30p) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

#Housie(LC) 

^Film(NLK) 

^Sm'b'd(SP) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 

• Films (Pds & LC) 

(RSL) 

• Commandant's 

Dinner (G7.30) 

• Open Night(NLK) 



• Film (MRT 8p) 



C A L E N DA R 1977 


THU 

5 


Sunrise 6.47 
Sunset 5.41 


F R I 

6 


Sunrise 6. 48 
♦Sunset 5.40 


SAT 

"7 Sunrise 6.48 
* Sunset 5.40 


• Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 
•Film(8. 00RSL) 
•Rotary (6.30Nlk) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


•Fllm(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 
• Film (MRT 8p) 


• SDA service 

• Mousie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Dpen Night (NLK) 
•Film (MRT 8p) 


LOCATIONS 


1 O Sunrise 6.51 
■ Sunset 5.36 

•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotaty(Nlk6.30p) 
•Film (MRT 8p) 


^ Q Sunrise 6. 55 
I w Sunset 5.32 


•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

• Film(RSL8. OOp) 
'-•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 

♦ Film (MRT 8p) 


fyCS Sunrise 7. 00 
& O Sunset 5. 30 
f Film (MRT 8p) 
•Housie(LC) 

♦BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6. 30p) 
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Sunrise 6.52 
Sunset 5.35 


• Film (RSL 8p.) 
•Open Night (Pds) 

•Film (MRT 8p) 


Sunrise 6. 66 
“■ Sunset 5.32 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 
•Film (MRT 8p) 


27 


Sunrise 7. 00 
Sunset 5.29 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 
• Film (MRT 8p) 


14 


Sunrise 6.53 
Sunset 5.35 


• Mini Market(PH, 9-12 a) 

• SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

•Open Night (NLK) 

♦ Film (MRT 8p) 


21 


Sunrise 6. 67 
Sunset 5. 32 


• SDA Service •) 

• Housie(RSL8. OOp) 

• Open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 


Sunris e7.01 
faU Sunset 5.29 


•Mini Market(PH, 9-12 a) 
•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL 8p.) 

• Open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


A 


BP 

BC 

BCP 

BH 

C 

CE 

EB 

G 

GC 

H 

KO 

Lib 

LC 

LK 

M 

MC 

MRT 

Nik 

Pds 

PH 

RH 

RSL 

Scl 

SDA 

SP 

StB 

SW 

VV 

YC 


- Administration 

Building 

- Burnt Pine 

- Bowling Club 

- Bicentennial Park 

- Branka House 

- Catholic Church 

- All Saints 

- Emily Bay 

- Garrison Rest, 

- Golf Club 

- Hospital 

- Kingston Oval 

- Library 

- Leagues Club 

- Lime Kiln BBQ 

- Museum Building 

- Methodist Church 
-Mission Road Talkies 

- Norfolk Hotel 

- Paradise 

- Pitcairners Hall 

- Rawson Hall 

- R.S.L, Club 

- N.I. School 

- 7th Day Adv. Hall 

- South Pacific 

- St. Barnabas Chapel 

- Simons Water 

- Valley View 

- Youth Centre 


HISTORIC EVENTS IN MAY 
1 May, 1856 ;The last church service before leaving Pitcairn’s. 
3 May, 1856 :At about 4pm. the last of 193 Pitcairners board¬ 
ed the "Morayshire", leaving the Island abandoned and thus 
fulfilling their part of the bargain with the British Government. 
On the voyage to Norfolk a child was born, so there were 194 
when they arrived at their new home. 

17 May, 1853 :Admiral Moresby recommended additions to 
the Pitcairn laws, which the Islanders discussed and adopted. 


20 May, 1798 : About this date the sloop "Norfolk" was launch¬ 
ed - the first ship ever built here. She was later confiscated 
by Sydney authorities, and was die vessel in which it was dis¬ 
covered that Tasmania is an island, not part of the mainland. 

21 May, 1936; The "great flood” on Norfolk - 15 inches of 
rain in two days. Plantations were washed out, and a piano 
from the Paradise Hotel was found out on the golf course. 

28 May, 1866 : Fifty Melanesian Mission students left New 
Zealand to set up the new mission school on Norfolk. 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
International Duty-Free; "We've just 
received a wide range of the British 
'Corgi* miniature die-cast metal cars 
and toys, match box size, priced at 
390 and up." 

Pacific Hire Cars; "We'e just reduced 
the price of the Casiouon RUB digi¬ 
tal watches to $59. 95. In Sydney 
they're advertised at $114. " 


CASIO. . . REMINGTON 
CASA KUI. . . INTERNA 
TIONAL DUTY-FREE. . 
THE TRADING POST.. 
NORFOLK TRADER. . . 
MILTONS. . . CAMERA - 
LINES. . . PROUD'S. . . 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

Cam era lines; "Soligor 7 5-2 6 Omm 
{4. 5 zoom lens, to suit most SLR 
cameras, for only $165 with case; 
and a special Minolta camera + lens 
'package deal’, available only the 
first two weeks in May. " 

Miltons; "Vivitar cameras from only 
$39. 95." Also the new Ricoh SLX500 
single lens reflex camera at $129. 95, 
with a full range of interchangeable 
lenses also available." 

The Trading Post ; "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


■CB 

NORFOLK 


WORD 

■SB 

S 

"SCHOOL 

TOUR" 


Across 

1. Horses 

4. Boys 

7. Measure 

8. Distance 

9. Belonging to 


11. Sydney Show¬ 
piece 

14. Blend 

15. Country 

18. Bound Papers 

19. Animal Park 
21. Senior Pri¬ 
mary 

Down 

1. Port 

2. Capital City 


3. Italian City 

4. Educational 

Trip 

5. Gasp of Sur¬ 

prise 

6. Australian City 

10. Suffix 

12. Exclamation 

13. Sauce 

16. Risen 

17. Entrance 

Tunnel 
2 0. Cost 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 
Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Nor folk Island Newt_ 

SAVE $$$ AND HELP N. I. 


With ocean freight costing a 
whopping $90 per cubic metre, 
imported soft drinks cost you a 
lot for every bubble. Then you 
chuck the bottle. Result; Norfolk 
messy, you poorer. 

We make terrific soft drinks at 
our own sparkling plant in Cas¬ 
cade Rd. We re-use bottles. We 
refund for any you don't use. 

Drive down and select your own 
mix (soda squash, pineapple, 
creaming soda, lemonade, rasp¬ 
berry, lime, orange, cola, gin¬ 
ger beer, dry ginger ale, soda, 
tonic & bitter lemon tonic) for 
$3.60-case of 24 lOoz bots., or 
$4.20-case of 12 24oz bots. Re¬ 
sult; happy holiday for you with 
a nice fizzy always at hand, a 
tidier Norfolk, good ecology, 

& extra money saved for you. 

CASCADE 

SOFT DR INKS 

l t k k k . k k i a a a t a a a. 






A new 35mm SLR camera 
is shaking up the whole camera industry. 

Why? 

Because it’s smaller, lighter and 
quieter than any other 35mm SLR. 

And yet... 

you see more in the viewfinder! 

Writers in photographic magazines 
all over the world welcomed the new 
Olympus OM-1 camera. Because 
they knew that many photographers 
were getting tired of 35mm cameras 
that were too heavy, too big and 
too noisy. 

Olympus reduced both the size 
and the weight of a 35mm SLR 
camera by 35%. And by using a 
special air damper, reduced the 
noise level considerably. 

All this without sacrificing quality 
and precision. In fact the viewfinder 
is 70% brighter and 30% larger than 
comparable cameras. 

By reducing size and weight 
Olympus made it possible for many 
photographers to take their cameras 


with them instead of leaving them at 
home. And the camera was designed 
so even the casual photographer 
could get consistently superior 
pictures. But it's also part of a huge 
system of over 200 accessories, 
so as you get more serious, the OM -1 
grows with you. 

Now’s the time to see the OM 
cameras. Visit an Olympus dealer. 
Handle the OM-1 or OM-2. See the 
amazing array of accessories. 

OLYMPUS 

OM-1 




Camera & Projector 



lntroductoj 7 offer 
from Chinon, 
the world’s largest 
manufacturer of 
sound super 8 
movie equipment 

GIVE CHINON 
GET CHINON 

MUCH MORE FOR 
MUCH LESS 


C A M E R A L I N E S 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 
















TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2. 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 
9. 00 Bruce’s Beat 4-6. 30 shut Down 


9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Light Music/Pop 

7.30 Rock Line 

8. 00 CountrySiWestern 

9. 00 Top of the Pops 

10. 00 Live concert 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows & I 

10.45 Morning Serial 
3,1. 00 Notes from the past 

1.1.30 Paramor Sound 

12. 05 Ticker, tape& phone 

1.15 Methodist Program 
4-7. 00 shut down 

7.00 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz program) 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 

8. 00 Jazz London 


9. 00 Bruce’s Beat 
10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 How the West was sung 

10. 05 Cry the Beloved 

Country 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12.05 World Affairs . 

2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com- 
films edy. Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Washington Square 
10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs 
Program 

1.15 S.D. A. program 


6. 30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re¬ 
broadcast) 

8.00 Light Drama 
8.20 Music & Interviews 

9. 00 America ’76 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

(jnusic) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Musical Hits from 
Germany/Netherlands 

12.06 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7, 00 Shut Down 

7. 00 Evening of Fine 

Music, includes 
National 
Australian 
News 

10.15 Close 


30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
12.00, 1.05 
SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 

11. 00 Top of Pops/ 

Requests 

12. 00 Local News 

1.00 Aust. News in Brief/ 
Sports Relay 
4.00 Young Mood, in¬ 
cludes Top Ten, 
Dedications, News 
6.05 How the West was sung 
6. 30 Comedy 
7.00 Movin’ Music 
8.00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

3. 00 For your entertainment 

6.30 "Randy’s Roundup" 
including local and 
international sports 
7.00 Sunday Radio - 
drama, music, etc. 


FLIGHTS SYDNEY AUCKLAND I BRISBANE 


CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
EAST-WEST2195 
AIR NZ 2195 
N.I.A. 232? 


DAILY except Tuesdays; 
through May 4th, Arrive 
2.25pm, Dep. 3.15pm. 

May 5th onward, Arrive 
1.40pm, Dep. 2.20pm 

Extra May flights 
Mon 9th ; Wed 11 thT Thl2tb; 
Mon 16th; Wedl8th;Thl9th; 
F 20th; Sat21st; Mon23rd; 
all art. 2.10, dept 3pm. 
Tues. 24th, arr. 1.40pm, 
dept. 2.2 0pm 


DAILY except Tuesday 

An. 10.30pm, Dep. 12.15pm 

Extra May flights 
Tuesday May 10th 
Tuesday May 17th 


AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Dep. Arr. 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2.30* 

Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 8.30 5.15 

Saturday 8.30 5.30* 

Sunday 8.30* 5.15 

•indicates call at Lord Howe Is-,. 


elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PAINTINGS. .. WEAVINGS. .. LOVELY IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 







MARIA BAILEj MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1 907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 





Restaurant 


At the HUIcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel u 


s in beautiful gardens overlooking ’hillip Island, t 


AN ALAN J. PAKULA PRODUCTION 

WARREN BEATTY 
THE PflftAUAX VIEW 


TheGo'drather PART II 





ALSO BEING SCREENED THIS SEASON; "The Last 
Hard Men”(Western)... "Buster and Billy"(human 
drama),.. "French Connection II"(crimc)... "The 
Sailor Who Fell from Grace"(sea drama).. "Seven 
Minutes”(suspense)... "Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes' Smarter Brotber"(comedy).. "Saadow sjf 
the Hawk”(drama)... "The Omen "(science fict.) 
"California Split"(comedy)... "All the President*^ 
Men"(Watergate)... "Lords of Flat Bush"(outdfcor'• 

drama)... "The S tree tfigh ter "(crime)... "For. 

Pete's Sake”(comedy)... "The Drowning Pool" 
(drama)... "The Ritz"(comedy) + Short Subjects 




mam 


CHARLES 
BRONSON 
..JILL 
IRELAND 
|"FR0M NOON 
TILL THREE" 















SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day Wed 
-Thurs-frl-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AI 

^ A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 




for 






l 

< Inspection 

3 0° Welcomed! 

ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 



Point'n Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


FROM $39- 95 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’nShoot camera. 


MILTONS N P. R f9 L _K , S_COMPj_EJE 


DUTY FREE CENTRE 


oABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+I 





SEIKO 

Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Changing the world's 
standandof accuracy. 

The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


WATER SUPPLY 

ISLAND'S WATER IS ALL RIGHT NOW. BUT WILL THERE BE 
ENOUGH IN YEARS TO COME? MAYBE SO, SAYS SCIENTIST 


A 129-PAGE REPORT on Norfolk's 
underground water supplies, based 
on studies made during a ten-week 
survey in 1974, has been published 
by Australia’s Bureau of Mineral Re¬ 
sources, Geology and Geophysics. 

It brings together a mass of in¬ 
formation, much of it understand¬ 
able only by scientists. 

It presents very few firm conclu¬ 
sions, saying that much more re¬ 
search is needed. 

A scientifically untrained reader, 
wading through the geological terms 
and perhapses, can nevertheless find 
many points of local interest. Most 
of these points are presented not as 
facts but as possibilities, and are 
hedged with scientific reservations. 

Here are some of them, which 
may or may not be so; 

deep pool Is "likely” 

- A VAST underground reserve of 
water, which has been wondered about 
in the past, is ’likely". This possible 
pool of fresh water, floating on top 

of sea water, lies at a depth that only 
a few Norfolk bores have reached. If 
it is there, it could provide a large 
supply of future water for the Island. 
But "its development requires further 
hydrogeological investigations". 

- WATER SUPPLY for the Island 
at present comes about 60from 
rain, and 40^ from "groundwater" - 
wells, bores and surface water. 

-THE QUALITY of the Island's 
groundwater is "suitable for domes¬ 
tic, garden, livestock and irrigation 
use". 

- POLLUTION of the water supply 
by septic tanks, livestock waste, 
refuse disposal and seawater contam¬ 
ination "is not presently a widespread 
problem” but should be monitored. 

- ESTIMATED USE of water on the 
Island is 240, 000 cubic metres per 
year. Of this total, 100, 000 cubic 
metres a year comes from the ground. 

OX for a few years 

- THE RATE OF RECHARGE of 
ground water is estimated at 6, 300, 000 
cubic metres per year. (While this is 
63 times as much as the amount of 
groundwater estimated to be used at 


present, the report limits itself to the 
conclusion that the rate of recharge 
is Sufficient to meet demands for 
groundwater over the next few years”.) 

- NORFOLK’S ANIMALS DRINK 
49, 000 cubic metres of water a year. 
The report says Norfolk has 1800 cows 
(drinking 60 litres - 13.2 gallons - a 
day each), 400 horses (60 litres a 
day), 200pigs (15 litres a day), 50 
sheep (10 litres a day) and 3. 000 
chickens, ducks and other table birds 
(3/10 of a litre a day). 

- PEOPLE are assumed to use as 
much water for domestic and garden¬ 
watering needs as people do in a ru¬ 
ral environment in Australia - which 
is 225 litres (50 gallons) a day each. 

- THE AVERAGE ROOF on Norfolk 
has an area of 150 square metres. 

Roof collect about 75^ of the rain 
that falls. This means that the aver¬ 
age home’s roof will only catch 150 
cubic metres of water in an average 
year of rainfall --or only half what 

a family of four people needs. The 
average family in the average home 
therefore gets half its water from the 
ground. (That is what the report 
assumes. Norfolk residents may know 
different.) 

- MOST BORES and wells yield 
between 500 and 1500 litres per 
hour. 

- LOW RAINFALL - low enough, 
perhaps, to be called drought - is 
less than 1006 millimetres in a year, 
on Norfolk. The worst drought years 
on record have been 1905, 1921, 1940, 
1965 and 1976. (Last year was the low¬ 
est of those, with only 783 mm of 
rainfall.) 

-BURNT PINE and Middlegate, the 
most densely populated parts of the 
Island, should be monitored regular¬ 
ly for possible pollution of the water 
supply. 

- A RETICULATED SEWERAGE sys¬ 
tem, with an outlet to the sea, should 
be "seriously considered" for Burnt 
Pine and Middlegate. 

- LEGISLATION to protect the qual¬ 
ity, quantity, and use of groundwater 
on the Island is "inadequate", and 
the Administration should "take a 
much larger share of the responsibil¬ 
ity for the development of all water 
resources... Some preliminary steps 
should be taken by the Administration 
to investigate what kind of legislation 


will best serve the needs of Norfolk 
Island." 

- WHERE TO DRILL: "To date on 
Norfolk Island, borehole siting has 
been rather haphazard. Most proper¬ 
ty owners require their water supply 
close to the house, and bore sites tend 
to be selected only with regard to the 
location of the septic tank system. 

This often limits the area available 
for prospecting. Most owners, if they 
do not use the services of diviners, take 
advice from the driller, or extract 
what groundwater information is avail¬ 
able from adjacent property owners. 

"The present study suggests that 
property owners siting their own bores 
should find the lowest area on their 
block or, if it has a valley frontage, 
seek groundwater at the lowest point 
in the valley. Post-hole borers can be 
used quickly and effectively to pros¬ 
pect for water, and to determine the 
depth to the water-table. They are 
not recommended as a substitute meth¬ 
od for drilling bores. 

low-level advantages 
and disadvantages 

"Advantages of low-level sites in 
valleys are shallow water-tables and 
small fluctuations in water-level. Such 
sites need only a shallow bore and will 
give continuously high yields (greater 
than 4500 litres per hour) all year round, 
Disadvantages of a low site are the in¬ 
creased costs in bringing water to high¬ 
er levels, and having a source distant 
from use." 

- PUMPS on Norfolk are sometimes 
neglected. "The standard of pump 
maintenance, " says the report, "is 
only fair; many pumps have rusted 
parts." 

(Editor's note: Pumps? At our house 
the roof, hinges, car, fridge, tools, 
machinery and everything else that 
isn't wood, plastic, cloth or stone 
has rusted parts, including the stain¬ 
less steel shower base. At Kingston 
rust will eat the galvanised hinges 
off a garage in a matter of months.) 

-"EJECTA” PUMPS are wrongly 
used on some wells and bores. These 
are "adequate only if they do not 
have to pump against severe topo¬ 
graphic or hydraulic gradients." 

(please turn to the next page) 
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3-hourly readings, 0230hrs 
















A OPPOSITE: The Bureau's 
w\my report includes a set of wind 
M I roses for each month on Nor- 
# Ifolk. showing what percen- 
Itage of the time the wind 
^kaJcomes from which direction. 

-DRILLING BORES with circula¬ 
ting mud "is not the ideal practice 
in a weathered volcanic sequence 
that has a high proportion of clay. 
Drilling-mud clogs the pores of the 
aquifer” (that is, the earth and 
rock in which the water lies) "and 
develops a filter cake on the wall 
of the borehole. This needs to be re¬ 
moved as far as possible during bore 
development. If the mud is not re¬ 
moved properly during test-pumping 
an inferior bore will result. If drill¬ 
ing-mud continues to be used it 
would be best to circulate a Revert 
or hydropol mud that produces as 
little invasion of the aquifer as poss¬ 
ible. " 

- THE ROTARY drilling rig now in 
use on the Island was drilling about 
eight new holes a year in 1974 and 
1975. It is not capable of percussion 
drilling, and needs some parts replaced. 

- PERCUSSION DRILLING would be 
better on Norfolk because "this type 
of rig can be easily worked and main¬ 
tained in the remote environment... 


It is suggested that the Administra¬ 
tion ask for an experienced water well 
driller to visit the island to advise on 
present water-bore drilling methods. " 

- A COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT 
of Norfolk's groundwater potential can 
not be made without a geophysical sur¬ 
vey and a program of exploratory 
drilling, including "resistivity travers¬ 
ing and depth probing ... gravity, 
seismic, and magnetic techniques... 
geophysical bore-logging..." Geo¬ 
physical surveys should indicate the 
•best sites for about eight exploratory 
holes "which might prove the exist- 
enceeand nature of an aquifer below 
sea level". 

everyone listed 

The report includes a 12-page list 
of 175 wells and 122 bores on Norfolk, 
showing each one’s owner, location 
and as much other information as is 
known, including type, elevation, 
depth, water level, yifeld, type of 
pump, power supply, water conduct¬ 
ivity, casing and so forth. 

The study, which was reported to 
have cost $18, 051, included ten Weeks 
of research on Norfolk and Phillip 
Island, aerial photographs taken in 
black-and-white and colour at sever¬ 
al altitudes, chemical and conductiv¬ 
ity measurements, a review of seven 


previous studies, and a computer pro¬ 
gram. The report includes many 
beautifully-detailed diagrams and 
maps, and a set pf five 22" x 23" 
maps of the Island charting various 
data that are important in analysing 
groundwater supplies. 

Eleven copies of the report have 
been made available for the Island - 
one for the Administration, one for 
each elected Councillor, and one 
each for Gordon Duvall and Jack 
Clapp, whose assistance with the 
study is specially acknowledged in 
the report. 

The cost of the report was one of 
the items questioned by the Norfolk 
Island Council in its detailed study of 
supposed Commonwealth costs in sup¬ 
porting the Island at the time of the 
Royal Commission. 

"This report, " Council told the 
Commission, "was prepared as a re¬ 
sult of interest expressed by the De¬ 
partment following correspondence 
between one of their officers and a 
geologist on the Island. It was made 
clear in advance that the Island would 
not be responsible tor tne expenses 
of the survey but that if the Depart¬ 
ment on its own initiative wishes to 
follow the matter up, the Administra¬ 
tion and Council would co-operate 
in every way. Minutes of Council 
confirm this." 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Norfolk 


RUBY MATTHEWS NEE YAGER 
REMINISCES ABOUT KINGSTON 
IN THE "OLD DAYS" (early 1900s) 


"Even today there's a bond among 
the families that lived at Kingston - 
it was a little community of its own. 
Our home was next to the Engineer's 
Cottage where Tom Buffett and his 
family lived at that time and then 
later the Clapps. Close by were 
the Robinsons, the Quintals, the 
Adams, the Jacksons and numerous 
other families. We walked up to 
Middlegate to school where there 
was a paddock in the grounds in 
which to leave horses, but never¬ 
theless you were thought to be lazy 
if you didn't walk. It was a long 
walk but we didn't mind -- we’d 
see who could be the first to get up 
to the oak tree behind the Church of 
England at Store Road. 

"Kingston was one wonderful play¬ 
ground. We'd all swim before and 
after school, and a favourite game 
was playing hide-and-seek in the old 
gaol walls. There were still a lot of 
big buildings there -- sometimes 
we'd let ourselves down into the un¬ 
derground cells and often find old 
coins, shackles or clothing remnants. 
Great hideout but kind of scarey'. 

"I recall a convict-bu ilt road 
which went straight out to the reef 
and noticed that it can still be seen 
at low tide. 

"As children, we all had chores to 
do - bringing in wood, cleaning and 
refilling oil lamps and we'd do some 
shopping on the way home from 
school. A Mr. Pinkerton had a shop 
where Keith Bishop now lives -- it 
was a general store. And then there 
was a store called 'The Club’ at Ball 
Bay - next on from Foxy McCoy's 
place - they sold materials, man- 
chester and habadashery. Also at 
Longridge there was one called 'The 
Union’ which sold similar merchan¬ 
dise. Then there was Charles Nobbs' 
general store and several others. 

"We used to make little sledges 
and take them up to Flagstaff up 
above Beefsteak and slide down to¬ 
wards-WatermiirValley. Flagstaff 
was where weather flags were hoisted 
for the ship - a red flag meant bad 
weather, go to Cascade - a white 
meant O. K. to unload at Kingston. 



"One thing fresh in my memory 
was the day I watched a big fully 
rigged sailing ship pass between Nor¬ 
folk and Nepean. 

"We got our 'outside'news from the 
Cable Station. Latest news was nail¬ 
ed up on the tree at the crossroads 
at Pine Avenue -- this tree was lo¬ 
cally known as 'the tree of know¬ 
ledge'. The cable boy would nail 
up the news and everybody would 
gather to read news of the outside 
world. 

"People were very pro-British then. 
Empire Day was a big day -- we'd 
salute the Union Jack, sing 'Rule 
Britannia'etc. Everyone loved 
Queen Victoria. 

"The Pitcairners generally were 
beautiful people. Aunt Salina and 
Aunt Jane (Miss Nobbs), both born 
on Pitcairn, were still alive when I 
left Norfolk Island. I’m so happy 
to have the memory of them - - 
they were so good. The women 
were so gracious - - they had a charm 
I’ve never come across since. If 
they could see some of the things 
that are going on now, their hearts 


"Every Sunday All Saints Church 
of England was packed. Everyone 
went to Sunday School and Church. 
There were no games, tennis or 
anything llHe that:on Sundays. 

"The women in Kingston were 
very happy and very busy. Most did 
their own work - bread-making, sew¬ 
ing etc. Mostly, clothes were made 


LIVING 


here but you could send to Farmers, 
D.J's, Anthony Horderns and buy 
from their catalogues. 

"The men were farmers.. The 
Island was so beautiful and the soil 
so rich and there, were no pests what¬ 
ever. Huge lemon trees and oranges 
grew everywhere. There were very 
few noxious weeds and in fact people 
were fined for having these on their 
properties. Norfolk was like a big 
park. The bird life was also fantas¬ 
tic. 

"What did we do for fun? There 
were balls -- any excuse for one too' 
They were held in old Rawson Hall 
near 'Branka House’. It was a stone 
building, convict built. We had a 
fine orchestra and for these occasions 
Hugo Quintal, George Nobbs and 
Bert Starr each played violins and 
Swain Quintal at the piano. We 
didn’t pair off. Everyone danced 
with everyone else. We danced 
'The Lancers’, ’The Chatish', 
square dances and the old-time 
waltz .- and others. If we got thirs¬ 
ty we had a drink of Water-under 
the tap. There was no liquor and 
yet we. had so much fun. People 
laughed i. lot. 

We didn't come in contact with 
mainlanders much." There were a 
few boarding houses, and Norfolk's 
tourists in those days were mainly 
people interested in Norfolk's his- , 
tory. They would stay for long 
periods. 

"We had no crime whatsoever. 

Oh, maybe there were two or three 
larrikins but they weren't bad. The 
school was run by the Commonwealth; 
we had the very best teachers and 
headmasters. We weren’t in con¬ 
tact with anything bad -- only beau¬ 
ty all around you. 

"On Bounty Day there was the 
traditional picnic and cricket - Pit¬ 
cairn Islanders against all-comers. 
Thanksgiving Day was a big import¬ 
ant day. 

"Quite a number of houses at Qual¬ 
ity Row were burned down after 'the 
eviction' -- I recall the fires well. 

The people became very bitter about 
, the N.S. W. government after this 
event. They had never paid rentbe- 
fore bill the government now wanted 
them to do so. 

"Norfolk Islanders in those days were 
indeed one big happy family. ” 



■ 

be saddened. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / May 1917 


32 



IF THERE IS one cuisine which is to 
be found almost anywhere one travels 
and is always popular it is Chinese. 

These days a good range of ingred¬ 
ients is on sale in the island shops and, 
il you are prepared to take a little 
[rouble in preparation, the cooking 
is straight forward enough and the re¬ 
sults most gratifying. 

Here are several dishes to try: 

C HICKEN & BAMBOO SHOOTS 
5 oz. raw chicken breast boned 
2 oz. ham 
2 oz. bamboo shoots 
i dz. mushrooms 
1 med. onion (cut into eights) 

1-j pts. chicken stock or 1 chicken 
bouillon cube and water 
1 dessertsp. peanut oil 
pinch salt 
i teasp. sugar 
pinch M. S. G. 
few drops of dry sherry 
Cut chicken breast into thin strips 
and set them aside. 

Cut the ham and bamboo shoots in¬ 
to Similar strips and place them to¬ 
gether in another dish. 

Slice mushrooms very thinly and cut 
onion. Heat the chicken stock. 

Heat the peanut oil in a frying pan 
and cook the chicken strips in it for a 
minute, tossing and turning them 
without coloring them. 


Add the ham, bamboo shoots and 
mushrooms and cook them a further 
minute. Add to the chicken stock 
the onion, salt, sugar and M. S, G. 
Cook 1 minute. Add the prepared 
meats and vegetables, bring to the 
boil - use a little bit of cornflour 
mixed in cold water to thicken mix¬ 
ture if you wish. Add sherry and 
serve hot on rice. Serves 4. 


little 

chat 

with 

Helen 

ft; ,f: *' 

HELEN PAYNE 


SWEET-SOUR CHICKEN 
1 cooked breast of chicken 
i pt. chicken stock 
4 tiblesp. water 
i small clove garlic, crushed 


1 teasp. peanut oil 
3/4 teasp. sugar 
i tablesp. tomato puree 
4 tablesp. vinegar 
pinch salt 

• { teasp. cornflour 

1 teasp. water 

Chinese pickles for garnish (avail¬ 
able in small tins) 

Slice chicken breast add it to the 
heated stock and leave for 2-3 min- 
' utes at just under boiling point. In a 
small pan, mix together the water, 
garlic, oil, sugar, tomato puree, vine¬ 
gar and salt. Whisk while you bring 
them to the boil. 

Blend cornflour with water and stir 
in. Simmer for li-2 minutes to com¬ 
plete the sweet sour sauce. 

Drop in Chinese pickles to heat. 

Lift out the chicken, place in a heat¬ 
ed serving dish. Strain the hot sauce 
over the chicken, garnish with the 
pickles and serve. 

RUMP STEAK IN OYSTER SAUCE 
4 oz. rump steak, cut in thin 
slices 

2 thin slices of ginger (fresh if 
possible but canned will do) 

Salt, sugar and M. S. G. 
i teasp. soy sauce 
1 teasp. cornflour 

3 teasp. cold water 

1 tablesp. peanut oil 


(£ a * tB>y IBread ^ ffiith 3$ oy and 
^rink^JJiy Affine with*(lffierry*j^earts ,? 

JL. A 

A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
| TABLE. 

^YOUR EVENING 
P?' "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 

OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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IN 


--a private view of what is 
offering at the Liquor Bond 


2 crushed cloves garlic 
i teasp. dry sherry 
i pt. hot chicken stock 
1 desserts, oyster sauce 
parsley 

Place steak and ginger in a basin. 

Add a pinch of salt, sugar and M. S. G. 

| teasp. cornflour and 1 teasp. water 
and work them well into the meat 
Heat the oil. Fry the garlic in it un¬ 
til golden and then discard it. Fry 
the meat in the oil for 1-2 minutes; 
then remove. 

To the pan add sherry, stock and 
another pinch of salt, sugar and M, S. G. 
and bring to the boil. Add the oyster 
sauce and the remaining cornflour, 
blended with the rest of the water, 
boil for li minutes Return the 
meat to the pan and heat through. 

Turn all into a heated dish and 
garnish with parsley. Serves 3. 



PERHAPS A LITTLE'CHAT about 
hanging baskets and creepers may 
be of help to those who are starting 
new gardens or perhaps have an old 
tree stump that would look better 
covered by a creeper. 

Some creepers are well known to 
us such as "cup of gold", stephanot- 
is and bouganvilleas. 

There are many colours in the 
latter and many of them - such as 
white and yellow and lilac - have 
very few thorns, so for those who 
admire bouganvilleas but are not 
so keen on the thorns, why not grow 
some of the less thorny varieties. 

You may have noticed the cascade 
of pretty deep mauve on the stone 
garden wall in Watermill Valley. 

This is commonly called the potato 
vine - its botanical name is Solanum 
Wendlandii which explains its relation¬ 
ship to the potato. It is also salt- 
resistant but does like cool root run. 

It grows from young wood cuttings. 

Allamanda is not a true climber 
but needs a little support but is one 
of die loveliest flowering covers for 
old tree stumps or for trellis. 

I recently added a "birdsfoot" ivy 
to my green house which is quite a 
charmer. 

If you have a sunny patio or some¬ 
where that gets good sunlight, then 
try a Rhio-discolour or seteresia -- 
both of these have purple reverse 
to their foliage and are very attract¬ 
ive when grown in baskets. 

Also some varieties of fushias and 
ivy geraniums do very well, but they 
do need to be watched for mealy bug. 


IT WAS IN OPORTO long ago that 
Portuguese winemakers started some¬ 
thing, which like the best of 'things, 
has stood the test of time. 

Port is made by late picking suit¬ 
able red grapes to ensure a high 
sugar content and, at the right stage 
of fermentation, fortified with a 
. brandy spirit. 

The more common and lower 
priced ports are generally referred 
to as Ruby style because of their 
rich, red colour and generally spend 
about eighteen months in wood after 
fortification before being bottled. 

Tawny ports, again named for 
their colour, are made from base 
wine which may spend twenty or 
more years in the cask during which 
time evaporation and blending of 
flavours produces something which 
may be best described as rich yet 
crisp. Naturally they are more ex¬ 
pensive. 

When used to describe port the 
word Vintage does not refer to the 
year of harvesting but indicates that 
it has been matured in the bottle over 
a similar period as the tawny style. 
Vintage ports are not made every 
year as their quality depends on a 
season which produces big, full, 
sugary grapes. These make a big 
base wine which develops sufficient 
alcohol to terminate the yeast act¬ 
ivity quite naturally and only after 



HAVING TAKEN A visitor to see 
the views from Mt. Pitt and Mt. 
Bates, I was very amused to hear 
a tourist holding forth about Nor¬ 
folk Island once being a volcano 
and pointing out that the fern- 
filled "hole" on Mt. Bates was 
more than likely the crater or all 
the remains of it. 

I suppose I should have put her 
right about that "crater" but some¬ 
how I thought, why spoil her 
pleasure at having arrived at the 
conclusion that she had solved 
the riddle of the hole at the top 
of an island. 

Actually it is a left-over from 
the war years. For many years 
after the war the remains of a radar 
was there, for all the world like 
Don Quixote’s windmill, although 
my little children were always just 
as sure that it was an old ship's sail. 


fermentation is complete are they 
fortified. 

The Bond carries a very good range 
of ports in different styles and price 
brackets. 

From Portugal we have the choice 
of Gonzales (a $4.45, Harris (10 years) 
(ffi $4. 95 and Velha's 1940 Royal 
Oporto <6 $13. 00. 

Paarl Tawny Port hails from South 
Africa and sells for only $2. 65 so 
I can't imagine it has spent twenty 
years in the cask. 

Australian ports are very good 
but generally somewhat heavier than 
Portuguese. The Bond has a variety 
covering a wide price range. 

Seppelts Para sells (a. $1.60, their 
Rufus Tawny @ $1.65, their '74 vin¬ 
tage (£■' $2.80 and, a recent intro¬ 
duction, 101 Para Liqueur $12.85. 

Penfolds Club port, a very pop¬ 
ular line, is $2.30. 

From Mudgee in N.S.W. comes 
Craigmoor Rummy port so named 
because it is matured in old rum 
casks. It is priced @ $4.15. 

H.G. Brown's present their 621 port 
in an attractive earthenware decanter 
<?' $5.95. 

Finally there is a superb 1964 vin¬ 
tage port from Kaiser Stuhl which has 
a distinctive Portuguese character. It 
is well worth $7.20 but you would be 
advised to hurry as little stock re¬ 
mains. 

One fine day we drove old Kate 
up and had a picnic there. The 
road was just a grass track from a- 
bout half-way up. 

Some time later, the radar was 
dismantled and taken away, and a 
deep hole full of debris left. 

It was not long before nature took 
a hand and soon turned it into a sunk¬ 
en garden and filled it with trees etc. 
thus hiding dark memories with the 
beauty of nature. As the saying 
goes, time heals. 

What did strike me quite forcefully 
on this recent excursion was how 
many more houses there are now, but 
many less of those really big pine 
trees — whether through sickness, age 
or felling for timber, 1 do not know. 
But there are a lot less, I am very 
sure, since that long ago drive by 
horse and gig to see Don Quixote's 
windmill and watch sea birds flying 
and fishing along Duncombe Bay and 
waves breaking white at Kingston in 
the distance. This was nature at her 
best. Let people change if they so 
wish, but not Norfolk Island. May 
it always be beautiful. 
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A CAPSULE REPORT 
ON THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION THAT 
CONFRONTS 
NORFOLK ISLAND 


ALTHOU GH NORFOLK ISLAND was 
a separate and self-governing Brit¬ 
ish colony from 1856, with full ex¬ 
ecutive powers, self-government 
was ended at the recommendation 
of the Governor of New South Wales 
in 1896. The consent of the Island's 
people was not sought at the time, 
or at the time Norfolk was handed 
by England to Australia in 1914. 

The Island is administered by the 
Minister for Administrative Services, 
with the assistance of his Department 
and an A dm inistrator, Official Secre¬ 
tary and Legal Adviser stationed on 
the Island. Ordinances are made by 
Australia's Governor General. The 
only elected representatives of the 
people of the Island are the Norfolk 
Island Council, which has only advi¬ 
sory power. 

ROYAL COMMISSION 

This form of government was deem¬ 
ed "outmoded and inappropriate" by 
the Australian Government in 1975, 
and a Royal Commission was estab¬ 
lished to inquire and make recom¬ 
mendations for the Island's future gov¬ 
ernment. The Commission's first 
guideline was to take into account the 
interests of residents. Its second guide¬ 
line was to take into account the his¬ 
toric rights arising from the settle¬ 
ment of the Pitcairners on the Island 
in 1856. 

The large majority of residents giv¬ 
ing testimony to the Commission said 
they believed Norfolk should be local¬ 
ly self-governing once again, with 
close constitutional ties to Australia. 
Evidence examined by the Commission 
shows that the historic rights of the 
Pitcairners were based on the intention 
and promise of the British Government 
that the Islanders would be given full 
title to all but some 700 acres of land 
on Norfolk, which was to be public 
land; and that there would be no inter¬ 
ference with the rights of self-govern¬ 
ment they had on Pitcairn. 

The Commission's Report, tabled in 
the Australian Parliament late in 1976, 
came as a shock to most of the Island. 

It brushed aside the views of the 
residents about the Island's future sta¬ 
tus, saying they were merely "subject¬ 
ive" views and that the Commission 
would rely instead on its own "object¬ 
ive" views. 


It stated that no significant docu¬ 
mentary evidence could be found that 
"could in any way support" the main 
historic rights. 

It stated that Australia was required 
to support Norfolk economically with 
necessary Commonwealth expenditures 
of $2.5 million a year. This state¬ 
ment has apparently been accepted as 
accurate in Australia, despite the fact 
that it has been demonstrated to be rub¬ 
bish. About half of the supposed figure 
has been shown to be non-existent; it 
is not paid by anyone, no one does 
anything for it, no one receives any¬ 
thing for it, no cheques are even sign¬ 
ed. Of the remaining half, almost 
every item has been shown to be in¬ 
cluded for Australian purposes, with¬ 
out the request or need of the Island. 

The Commission’s major recom¬ 
mendation was that Norfolk's separ¬ 
ate status should be terminated, 
with the Island integrated in all res¬ 
pects into the Commonwealth. It 
proposed that a locally-elected coun¬ 
cil should have shire-type authority. 

As in 1896 and in 1914, it is pro¬ 
posed by the Commission and agreed 
by the Department of Administrative 
Services that the consent of the 
people of the Island should not be 
sought. Repeated requests for an 
Island referendum on the Commission's 
proposals have been rejected. 

REACTIONS TO THE REPORT 

Reactions to the Royal Commission 
Report on the Island have been extreme¬ 
ly strong. 

Opposition to the recommendations 
has been led by the Norfolk Island 
Council, which insists that no major 
change should be made in the Island's 
constitutional position without the 
consent of a majority of the electors. 
The Council has prepared a 101-page 
counter-report, proposing meaning¬ 
ful local self-government, with a 
continued basic constitutional link 
with Australia. These proposals were 
sent to. the Minister in February, 1977, 
but at this writing there has been no 
comment on them or reaction to them. 

A group of supporters of the Com¬ 
mission's recommendations has also 
been active on the Island. It appears 
mainly to favour the introduction of 
Australian pensions and other social 
service benefits, and has circulated 
a petition with some 160 signatures 
emphasising this particular aspect of 
the proposals. 

NORFOLK AND THE U.N. 

Australia does not apply the prin¬ 
ciples of the United Nations Charter 
to Norfolk Island. Its reasons were 
given in a 1975 report of the Senate 
Standing Committee of Foreign Affairs 
and Defence. The report lists eleven 


reasons, of which nine are misinforma¬ 
tion about Norfolk - such as the state¬ 
ment that the Norfolk Island Council 
has normal municipal authority, when 
in fact it has no executive authority 
of any kind. There is no reason to 
believe that the report was meant to 
mislead; it appears merely to have 
been based on a remarkable absence 
of knowledge of the facts about the 
Island. 

All eight of the elected represen¬ 
tatives of the people - members of 
the Council - appealed in February, 
1977 to the United Nations for pro¬ 
tection against the Island’s integra¬ 
tion into Australia without the Island's 
consent. The outcome of this appeal 
is pending, with member countries 
of the U. N. Committee on Decoloni¬ 
sation considering the matter. 

FINANCES - AND THE FUTURE 

Is Norfolk Island self-supporting? 

The Norfolk Island Council believes it 
can and should be, but that this is 
possible only if there is local control 
of revenue-raising and spending. 

At present the Island's budget is 
based on revenues of approximate.!) 

$1. 380, 000, Of this. $126, 000 is a 
grant from Australia, which is ade¬ 
quate to cover the salaries and ex¬ 
penses of the Australian officials 
stationed on the Island. The remain¬ 
der is raised through local taxes, du 
ties, bond store earnings and post 
office revenues. 

There appears to be a quite general 
willingness on the Island to pay higher 
taxes if they are necessary and if their 
spending is controlled locally. 

The 1976/77 Island budget expect¬ 
ed a loss of about $125, 000, which 
was to be drawn from surplus funds in 
the bank, remaining from past years 
that were financially in the black. 

For a time the Island's revenues 
were increased by fees from compan¬ 
ies set up to take advantage of an in¬ 
come tax haven on Norfolk, but this 
was closed in 1973 by Australian legis¬ 
lation. 

The Norfolk Island Council's propo¬ 
sals for local self-government do not 
depend on subsidies from Common¬ 
wealth funds. 

Whether Norfolk will in future be 
a self-supporting and self-governing 
Territory of Australia, or whether it 
will become financially dependent 
on and governed by Canberra depends 
on Australia's willingness to set aside 
the Royal Commission Report (as the 
Council has requested) and to work 
with the Council to develop a demo¬ 
cratic local government. It may also 
depend importantly on the Island's ab¬ 
ility to force a referendum on the 
issue, and on the outcome of such a 
referendum. 



Seal with a 
bit of sticky tape 


JLnorfolk ISLAND 

LOCATION: South Pacific Ocean, 
1676 km ENE of Sydney, Australia. 
SIZE: About three miles by five - 
3455 hectares, or 8528 acres. 
POPULATION: About 1600. Over 
half (including wives and husbands) 
are "Pitcairner” families. The Pit¬ 
cairners are a part Polynesian, part 
English race descended from die mu¬ 
tineers of the "Bounty" in 1789. 

About 1/4 of the population was 
born in Australia, and about 1/4 in 
New Zealand. 


ECONOMY: Traditionally agricul¬ 
ture and subsistence farming and 
fishing; tourism is the only commer¬ 
cial industry, with about 12, 000 
Australians and 8, 000 New Zealand¬ 
ers visiting the Island a year. 
HISTORY: One of England’s earli¬ 
est Pacific settlement in 1788; a 
“hell on earth" penal settlement 
1825-1856; a. self-governing British 
colony established for the Pitcairn¬ 
ers 1856-1896; a non-self-govern¬ 
ing British colony, administered by 
the Governor of N. S. W., 1897- 
1914; a non-self-governing territory 
under Australian administration since 
1914. 


CLIMATE: Semi-tropical. Average 
rainfall 1335 mm (more in winter 
than in summer). Rarely warmer 
than 28°C or colder than 12°C. 
TERRAIN: Roiling hills and valleys, 
in parts wooded with Norfolk Itland 
pines. Steep cliffs, several beach¬ 
es, coral reef. 

SOME FEATURES: No serious crime. 
Cattle have right-of-way on all 
roads. Speed limit 50 km. All stu¬ 
dents aaditionally pass N. S. W. 

4th Form final exams. KeyB can be 
left in cars. Historic Georgian buil¬ 
dings an4 ruins. Motorists usually 
wave In passing, outside Burnt Pine 
shopping district. One street light. 
No public debt. No proper gaol. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 

How Norfolk Lost the Right of Self-Government 


What happened to self-government 
on Norfolk Island? How, and why, 
was it lost? The story is sad, and 
strange. 

England established Norfolk as a 
self-governing colony for the Pitcairn 
settlers by the issuance of a pair of 
documents in 1856. 

The first, an Order in Council, 
made the Island a distinct settle¬ 
ment, separate from any other Brit¬ 
ish colony. It created the office 
of Governor of Norfolk Island, and 
gave the Island its own public seal. 
The Governor, in the Order, was 
given the power to establish courts, 
make laws and grant land - subject 
to instructions. 

the vital document 

The second document was the In¬ 
structions, which were issued by the 
Queen in Council at the same time, 
and signed with Queen Victoria's 
Sign Manual and Signet. They were 
capable of being altered only by the 
Queen Herself, in Council. Even 
the most senior Ministers of State 
were not able to modify them. 

In the Order itself, the Governor 
seemed to be given great power over 
Norfolk. In the instructions, this 
power was reduced almost to nothing; 
the Governor could make laws only 
if they preserved the Pitcairners' right 
of self-government. He could grant 
land only as the Pitcairners' traditions 
and laws prescribed. 

The Governor was given a reason¬ 
able "escape clause": he was to foll¬ 
ow the Pitcairners' own system "so 
far as practicable". It is probably 
impossible to define exactly what 
"practicable" meant, in the circum¬ 
stances, but the "escape clause" cer¬ 
tainly did not allow the Governor to 
have a free hand. He was to be the 
protector and preserver of self-govern¬ 
ment on Norfolk Island. 

The Order in Council made Norfolk 
Island a separate colony. The Instruc¬ 
tions made it self-governing. 

The 1856 Instructions must have 
been exceptional, in the history of the 
British Empire. They may have been 
unique. 


. When Sir William Denison, who was 
appointed Norfolk's Governor, first re¬ 
ceived the 1856 Order in Council he 
read the wording and concluded that 
he had been made a complete auto¬ 
crat, with all the authority usually 
vested in the Houses of Parliament and 
in the executive head of a Government. 
He wrote a self-congratulatory entry 
in his own journal, saying that the ap¬ 
pointment was "an unprecedented varie¬ 
ty of Vice-Regal life". It took him 
some time before the meaning of the 
accompanying Instructions sank in; and 
in fact he later forgot about them on 
numerous occasions. 

At the time of Sir William Denison's 
first visit to Norfolk Island in October 
of 1857, Denison had proclaimed a new 
code of laws - mostly, but not entirely, 
in keeping with the Pitcairners’ tradi¬ 
tional laws and usages. He sent them 
to London for approval. They were 
not acknowledged until July 16th the 
following year, when Sir E. B. Lytton 
wrote to him. 

The Crown Law Advisers went over 
Denison's new code and found a num¬ 
ber of legal snarls in them. In July 
1858 the Secretary of State asked Deni¬ 
son to tidy them up, enclosing a com¬ 
mentary on the matter which had been 
prepared by Sir Frederick Rogers. 

a remarkable error 

In the 15th and 16th paragraphs of 
Sir Frederick’s commentary a remark¬ 
able error is revealed. Here it is: 

"16. Lastly, it will be observed, 
that the Governor's power of legisla¬ 
tion is subject to such regulations as 
may be prescribed by Her Majesty, 

'with the advice of the Privy Council, 
under Her sign manual and signet.' 

"16. No such rules having been laid 
down, it does not appear that any part¬ 
icular form of passing or transmitting 
these laws, nor any allowance on the 
part of Her Majesty is necessary; nor 
is it clear, whether, and by what 
means (other than by Order in Coun¬ 
cil), the prerogative of disallowance 
may be exercised. 

"17. I would suggest that it would 
be expedient to issue such instructions 
on these points, as may secure regular¬ 


ity in the legislation of Norfolk Island, 
and may enable Her Majesty to dis¬ 
allow objectionable regulations in the 
usual manner, i. e., I presume, by 
Despatch from the Secretary of State. " 

The Law Adviser was ignorant of 
the Instructions that had been issued. 
No one was empowered to object to 
laws made by the Pitcairners, other 
than the Queen in Council, who had 
deliberately made the settlers self- 
governing. They were not to be, 
as some colonies were, subject to 
objections and directions from their 
Governor or from some other colony. 
Not even from the Secretary of State. 
Norfolk Island was a sovereign col¬ 
ony within the British Empire, with 
the right to make what laws it liked. 

But the Instructions were not. for¬ 
tunately for the Pitcairn settlers, per¬ 
manently overlooked. The Earl of 
Carnarvon, tending to Sir E. B. Lyt- 
ton's duties while the Secretary of 
State was absent, wrote to Denison 
on May 4th, 1859, that Denison's re¬ 
visions to tidy up the laws were gen¬ 
erally all right. But Carnarvon under¬ 
stood the form of government that had 
been established on Norfolk. He urged 
Denison to clarify laws on land inheri¬ 
tance, and told Denison he could bring 
such new rules into operation without 
asking for approval from London, if 
the rules were "suited to the circum¬ 
stances of the settlement and the wish¬ 
es of the people. ... " (underlining 
added). 

wishes of the people 

The wishes of the Pitcairn settlers 
were to be paramount in the govern¬ 
ing of Norfolk Island. Sir Frederick 
Rogers, even though he had somehow 
been unaware of the 1856 Instructions, 
recognised the essential character of 
the Island's government as it was re¬ 
flected in Denison's laws. , "By these 
rules, " said the second paragraph of 
Sir Frederick's Feb. 27, 1858 letter, 
"the principal authority in Norfolk 
Island is vested in a Chief Magistrate, 
who must hold land, and be 28 years 
of age, with two assistants, or coun¬ 
cillors, who must be resident in the 
Island, and must have attained the 
age of 25. These officers are to be 
elected annually by all male inhabi¬ 
tants above the age of 20' - : another 
error by Sir Frederick, who did not 
realise that the Pitcairn women had 
had the vote for a generation or more 
-- "who can read or write. They po ¬ 
ssess the whole executive and legis¬ 
lative, and a considerable part of 
the judicial authority on the island . " 
(underlining added.) 

(please turn to the next page) 
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So they did, and exercised it with 
only occasional interference by suc¬ 
cessive Governors. 

But self-government was not mere¬ 
ly interfered with, it was completely 
wiped out in 1896, when Governor 
Viscount Hampden brought in an ap¬ 
pointed Chief Magistrate from out¬ 
side and struck out the whole code 
of laws the Pitcairners lived under. 

Hampden seems to have had no 
legal right to alter the laws as he 
did. He was Governor of Norfolk 
by authority of the 1856 Order in 
Council and his powers were strict¬ 
ly limited by the Instructions that 
accompanied the Order. 

Why should Governor Hampden 
have treated Norfolk and its people 
so? He appears to have been influ¬ 
enced by reports that made him be¬ 
lieve the Island was in a shocking 
state of affairs. 

Two of those reports had been 
written in 1885 by Henry Wilkinson, 
a Sydney magistrate. Sir John Nim- 
mo, in his Report, quotes from Wil¬ 
kinson: "I believe there is more im¬ 
morality of all kinds here, accord¬ 
ing to population than in any other 
civilised part of the world." 

Wilkinson's odd facts 

It is worth considering more of 
Wilkinson’s reports than the para¬ 
graphs chosen by Sir John Nimmo. 

"I was pleased with the orderly and 
cleanly state of the children at 
school, the general appearance and 
everything speaks of good manage¬ 
ment and order, " Wilkinson wrote 
in January of 1885, "... The people 
seem to be well disposed and anx¬ 
ious to do what is right but they are 
like a ship without a rudder, want¬ 
ing in guiding power.” 

"The people are exceedingly 
kind and hospitable to strangers," 
he wrote in July, 1885; "indeed 
sometimes I felt considerably em¬ 
barrassed by their kind attention to 
me." 

Most of his disapproval was mere¬ 
ly words, like the ones Sir John 
Nimmo quotes. When he does men¬ 
tion specific facts, they do not seem 
very serious. 

"I may mention that a serious 
case of stabbing is pending," he re¬ 
ported in July. The 'Stabbing" turns 
out to have been the result of a 
quarrel between tWo sisters, one of 
whom hurled a pair of scissors at 
the other, cutting her arm. 

In the same letter he speaks of 
the Islanders'loose morals. "The 
law imposing a fine (£10) for forni¬ 
cation was approved 5th Dec. 1874, “ 
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he writes. "Its effect may be judg¬ 
ed by the fact that of the children 
born on the island since that time 
seven have been illegitimate... " 

In his earlier report Wilkinson had 
stated that there were 223 child¬ 
ren under the age of 14. It would 
seem reasonable to assume that 
11/14 of those had been born in the 
eleven years prior to 1885. That 
wouldsindicate that 175 children were 
born from 1874 to 1885; if seven of 
them were illegitimate, the illegiti¬ 
macy rate was 4%. Figures for the 
N. S. W. illegitimacy rate in those 
years aren’t readily available, but 
couldn't have been much different 
from Norfolk’s. The current Aust¬ 
ralian rate is up around 10%. 

"they do not work" 

Wilkinson also complained about 
the laziness of men working on the 
roads. "It is the custom for all males 
between the age of 18 and 60 to give 
24 days in the year for repairs of 
roads, bridges and public works," he 
wrote. "... The various gangs do not 
work one third of the time which is 
passed in more agreeable occupations. ” 
Then Wilkinson adds: "The roads and 
bridges are in very fair order." 

Early in 1896, a Judge Ernest B. 
Docker reported to then-Governor 
Viscount Hampden on Norfolk affairs. 

"I have just received letters from 
Norfolk Island, ’’ wrote Judge Docker, 
"and there are some matters report¬ 
ed by reliable correspondents which 
it seems to me it is my duty to bring 
under your Excellency's notice, as 
indicating the urgent necessity for a 
change in the constitution and admini¬ 
stration of the Island. ” (underlining 
added.) 

There were two of these matters. 

One had to do with die conviction 
of Timothy Christian for "indecent 
assault". It is not clear what the 
term means. It could not have been 
rape, for fornication alone was worth 
a fine of £10, and Timothy Christian 
was fined £4. One of the outrageous 
aspects of Christian's behaviour was 
that he was, in addition to paying 
the fine, required to clear out a por¬ 
tion of the stream that runs through 
Burnt Pine, but, on rarious misunder¬ 
standings or dodgings, stalled off do¬ 
ing the work for some months. But 
what really alarmed Docker’s infor¬ 
mant about Timothy Christian was 
something else: “Being present a 
few days after his conviction at a 
public dance, to which no one then 
or there objected, he found plenty 
of partners. " Outrageous. Time to 
re-write Norfolk's constitution. 

May 1977 


The other matter relayed by Dock¬ 
er had to do with a man vdio prob¬ 
ably ought to be celebrated as one 
of Norfolk Island's heroes, Byron 
Adams. He was Chief Magistrate 
at the time. v 

A Lieutenant-Governor of N. S. W., 
Sir F, Darley, had apparently pro¬ 
claimed a Norfolk law that anyone 
who had not paid his school levy - 
or perhaps had other debts - shoujd 
be prohibited from voting. Chief ' 
Magistrate Adams thought that was 
unjust, and as the elected executive 
head of Norfolk's government he call¬ 
ed on "the House" - the assembly of 
all voters, who were the ultimate 
legislative force on Pitcairn and then 
Norfolk - to support him in ignoring 
the new law. "The House" agreed, 
and Byron Adams later certified the 
full electoral roll as being correct, 
debtors or no. He was re-elected by 
a large majority. 

Governor Viscount Hampden sail¬ 
ed to Norfolk Island in November, 

1896, and proclaimed a wholly new 
set of laws for the Island. The ex¬ 
ecutive power of Government was 
taken out of the hands of the people 
and placed in the hands of an out¬ 
side Chief Magistrate appointed by 
the Governor. 

ft simply vanished 

On January 15th, 1897, a new Or¬ 
der in Council was made. Most his¬ 
torians have said that it was scarcely 
more than a technical change, plac¬ 
ing the powers of the Governor of Nor¬ 
folk Island into the hands of the Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales and his 
Executive Council. 

It wasn't just a technical change. 

It was the official death of self- 
government on Norfolk Island. 

The Governor was given full pow¬ 
ers - subject to Instructions, as in 
the 1856 Order in Council, which it 
replaced. 

In cancelling the 1856 Order, the 
new one also made obsolete the 1856 
Instructions. It was those Instructions 
that had made Norfolk self-governing, 
and no new instructions seem to have 
been issued with the 1897 Order, The 
Governor’s power over Norfolk was no 
longer restricted. The people of the 
Island no longer had any right to gov¬ 
ern themselves, except as the Gov¬ 
ernor might allow them to. 

And so ended the right of the Pit¬ 
cairners and their descendants to be 
a self-governing people, which they 
had exercised with only occasional in¬ 
terference for a hundred years. It 
simply vanished, like a bright silk 
scarf in the hands of a magician. 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • R E TAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retaiiers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 









R emoval of people from pitcairxs 

ISLAND.—Notice is hereby given that Tenders 
will be received at the Commissariat Office, George- 
street, Sydney, oil WEDNESDAY, the 30th instant, 
betwecnjWhonrs of 12 and 1, from any parties willing 
to furgjsn a vessel for the safe conveyance of the in- 
habitant&iLJhtcairo'a Island from thence to Norfolk 

The vessel tobfcwbout MO or TOO tons, and to be in 
all respects fitied^fcr^Hwtccoinmodation of about 180 
Mr sods, mostly undSfthe agorot 1JJ.lintertoinmeot of 
tte passengers to be according to tlK provisions of'Aot 
of Parliament 15 and 10 Viet., chapter Hr 
The vessel to be ready to leave Sydney nolStatg’fhan 
21st of February, and ba subject to a very minute in¬ 
spection by such naval officers or others as his Excel¬ 
lency the Governor-General shall nppaint, both as 
regards the arrangements and fittings of the Vessel, aiul 
the character and constitution of the crew, the respect¬ 
ability and morality of whom must be an indispensable 
condition of the contract. ■_ £ 

The vessel will be required to touch at Norfolk Island f 
on the outwent voyage, te land stores and provisions, 
which are to be shipped at Sydney, not exceeding 100 
tons, and to land them on Norfolk Island, and with suoh 
assistance as the residents on the island can afford ; she 
will then proceed direct to Piicairnts Island, and take on 


board the whole, or any portion, of the community who 
are disposed to migrate, with such effects, furniture, and 
stores of all descriptions as may be reasonable. 

And inasmuch as the means of communicating at both 
the islands are occasionally precarious, the vessel must 
be furnished with a good launch, and at least one whale 
boat. 

Allowing, according to the state of the weather, a con¬ 
venient time for embarking the islanders, the vessel will 
proceed direct to Norfolk Inland and land them. She 
will be required to'femain at Kortolk Island os long as 
the officer iti charge 6f that settlement may reqnire, not 
exceeding fourteen days, and having embarked the pre¬ 
sent residents convey them to Sydney or Hobart Town, 
as may be ultimately settled, when the contract will 
terminate. 

Further particulars may be obtained from the private 
secretary to the Governor-General, and technical in¬ 
formation as regards the nautical features of both islands 
will be given by Captain Freementle, on application on 
board her Majesty's ship Juno. 

The'tenders to sfjit* the gross sum required for the 
1 whole voyage, stating ue difference, if any. whether the 
contract terminates at Sydney or Hobart Town, and the 
rate per head per diem for each adult passenger em¬ 
barked. 

1004_JOHN B. PRICE. P.A.C.G. 


The finest range of die-cast scale models in the World 


International DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES: NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 






THE FUTURE of Norfolk Islanders 
for generations to come will depend 
a great deal on how well our eight 
elected Councillors carry their re¬ 
sponsibilities this month. 

They did not ask for such a heavy 
responsibility, but it is theirs. They 
include an import- agent, a lawyer, 
an airline agent, an electrical con¬ 
tractor, a grocer, a picture-show 
proprietor, a well-driller and fencer, 
and a grazier. 

They all have full-tine jobs, and 
are paid only a token amount for their 
work as members of the Norfolk Island 
Council. They have had little train¬ 
ing in formal gdvemment, and were 
elected mainly because people trust 
them and believe, they have good 
sense. 

In their discussions with the Minis¬ 
ter and the Attorney-General about 
Norfolk's future form of government, 
they have three main strengths apart 
from their good sense. 

First, they have devoted more time 
and study to the Island's affairs, and 
have made themselves better inform¬ 
ed about the issues facing us, than 
any body of men ever has, anywhere. 

Second, they are supported not only 
by the election of last year, but by 
an overwhelming majority of resid¬ 
ents who have signed solemn declara¬ 
tions of support, (On page nine of 
this issue is a chart showing the propor¬ 
tions of people who declared support 
for the Council and for continued sep¬ 
arate status for Norfolk, as compared 
with those who declared support for 
integration into Australia. It is a 
stunning comparison.) 

The Councillors' third great strength 
is that Norfolk Island is their home. 

No one willingly damages his own 
home. Faced with a threat to their 
home, human beings become almost 
super-human. 

thank you for coning, 
and welcome you are 

THE ISLAND is fortunate that Minis¬ 
ter Withers and Attorney-General 
Ellicott are able and willing to tra¬ 
vel thousands of miles and to devote 
almost a week of their time, atten¬ 


tion and thought to Norfolk's situa¬ 
tion. Over die years the Island has 
had a remarkable number of immense¬ 
ly prestigious visitors, but these have 
been largely ceremonial visits. A 
five-day tour by a member of the 
Cabinet and the Government's high¬ 
est legal authority, to examine a 
question that will be dealt with at 
the highest Governmental level, is 
unprecedented. It gives Norfolk 
Island an opportunity that will prob¬ 
ably never come again. 

It seems clear that the Austral¬ 
ian Parliament has power to do what¬ 
ever it chooses with Norfolk Island, 
and that a new form of government 
will be set up before long to replace 
the outmoded, inappropriate colon¬ 
ial administration that has prevail¬ 
ed since 1896. 

Facts and impressions gained by 
the Minister and the Attomey- 
Genefal during their visit will have 
an important, perhaps decisive, in¬ 
fluence on the selection of that new 
form of government. 

The Minister and the Attorney- 
General begin with a firm recommen¬ 
dation, made in a lengthy and ex¬ 
pensive Royal Commission report, 
that Norfolk should be governed as 
if it were part of the mainland. 

The Council and the great majority 
of electors on the Island have stated 
that thhy do not want that done, 
preferring Norfolk to continue be¬ 
ing a separate and distinct territory. 

In large countries most political 
decisions have to be made with a 
knowledge of where the votes lie. 

The Norfolk question won't win or 
lose votes, however it's decided; 
and so it can be weighed purely on 
the basis of practicalities, and prin¬ 
ciples. 

practicalities that 
need to be faced 

Norfolk's cost to the Commonwealth 
is probably the first practicality, 
from an Australian point of view. 

That cost will probably be least if 
people on Norfolk are required to 
raise their own money to operate 
their own island. The cost will 
probably be highest if the island is 
operated by desk men scattered in 
various Canberra Departments, with 
the money coming vaguely out of 
the Commonwealtlfs general reven¬ 
ue. 

Immigration control is another 
practicality. Everyone who has 
studied Norfolk seems certain that 
the removal of tourist time-limits 
would quickly and permanently dam¬ 
age the Island; but if we do not soon 


have distinct and separate status con¬ 
firmed, and a practical new Immi¬ 
gration Ordinance constitutionally in 
effect, we may find that the power 
to exercise control may be lost. It 
has been challenged in the Island's 
Supreme Court. Judgment has not 
yet been handed down, but some of 
the Judge’s comments apparently 
provide reason to wonder if the ex¬ 
isting law is enforceable. 

Our tourist economy is another 
practicality. Norfolk has gone 
through some bad busts in the past, 
when the whales ran out or when the 
market for a boom crop collapsed. 
Tourism has proved to be a reliable 
and generally satisfactory income - 
earner, creating e’mployfnent all 
around the Island and allowing quite 
a number of Island families to move 
back home again from overseas. But 
our tourist prices are just marginally 
competitive with other places tour¬ 
ists can go. If added taxes, systems 
and inflation push our prices up 25% 
Norfolk may be in for another bust. 

A place with no economic industry 
may suit people on pensions or com¬ 
fortably living off investments, but 
it's no good for people who have to 
earn a living and support a family. 

Yet another practicality is whether 
Norfolk Island can provide men and 
women competent to run the Island’s 
affairs. Until it is demonstrated in . 
practice, this must remain a matter 
of Opinion. The editor of The News, 
having covered a great many of the 
monthly and committee meetings of 
the present Council, has seen a great 
deal of good debate and good judg¬ 
ment, few if any decisions that seem 
worrying, an exceptional level of 
courtesy and propriety, and no more 
than the odd dash of silliness, bull- 
headedness tifssteif-interest. The 
Minister and the Attorney General 
will of course form their own im - 
pressions in their two forthcoming 
meetings with Council,, They are un¬ 
likely to say so, but they will be ask¬ 
ing themselves; are these people com¬ 
petent to handle executive authority? 

It is also a matter of practicality, 
in weighing what form of government 
Norfolk ought to have, to consider 
what form is likely to endure best. 
Does it reflect the realities of human 
nature? Does it link authority with 
responsibility? Is it suited to the 
place? Systems endure when they 
have such qualities. But arbitrary, 
imposed, complex systems are for¬ 
ever needing patching, policing, and 
more complexities. Norfolk may be 
attached to the Commonwealth, the 
way a branch might be nailed onto a 
tree; but the graft seems unlikely to 
take. 
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Mighty worker with forward control 
I design allows maximum visibility and 
small turning circle for easy 
I parking, tight manoeuvrebility. 

I An amazing 94 cub.feet of 
load space. Economy plus. 

And talk about handy! The 
I large side-opening sliding 
| door with its low loading 
i height plus easy access, 
lift-up rear door, lets you 
I load with a minimum of 
j effort. Four-wheel independent 
' suspension too. 


i THE l/ 2 TON 


Mazda sedan type cab comfort, with 
the emphasis on economy. A hard 
working pick-up that’s great to drive 
— nippy, spirited, comfortable. 

Why spend more? 

THE BIG TON 

Here’s power, reliability 
and performance. 

Here’s 94 BHP from 
Mazda’s big 1600 CC 
overhead cam engine 
in your choice of cab 
and chassis, ute, tray or 
container van. All-synchro 
4-speed gearbox, massive 
section frame. Cab and 
* 3-speed heater de-mister standard 
on all three vehicles. | 


T 



...and some genuine 
matters of principle 

THERE ARE also principles at stake 
in the deciding of Norfolk's future. ' 

There is the principle that, while 
Australia has full authority over Nor¬ 
folk, history says that authority is 
in the nature of a trusteeship. The 
Island is not merely a piece of real 
estate, to be administered along with 
other assets. The Island's people are 
not South Australians, or New South 
Welshmen, or Queenslanders. Aust¬ 
ralia governs them not by any act of 
their consent, but by administrative 
hand-over from England. The cen¬ 
tral body of Norfolk’s population, 
the Pitcairners, are a separate race 
with a governmental and cultural his¬ 
tory totally distinct from Australia's, 
They were self-governing for 10t> years 
and their main link with Australia un¬ 
til 1914 was that the Governor of Nor¬ 
folk Island lived in Sydney. 

There is a principle, solidly and 
voluntarily embraced by Australia, 
that all people have the right to 
choose freely their own political sta¬ 
tus, and that this principle extends 
throughout a nation without any ex¬ 
ceptions. The majority of the elec¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island have recently 
declared that they choose a political 
status of being an Australian territory 
with its own laws, benefits and taxes. 

And there is a principle that one 
doesn't, without very good reason, 
change systems that are working 
well. Apatt from a worrying degree 
of uncertainty, because of the recom¬ 
mendations of the Nimmo Report, 
and apart from a normal wish to have 
authority of their own local govern¬ 
ment, the great majority of people 
on Norfolk Island appear to find the 
Island's system of life works very 
well indeed. 


FOLLOWING HIS recent family 
holiday on the Island, Mr. John 
Haslem, Member of the House of 
Representatives for Canberra, ask¬ 
ed the Prime Minister in the House 
whether the Government had made 
up its mind about Norfolk's future. 

Mr. Fraser replied that the main 
purpose for Sen. Withers' and At¬ 
torney General Ellicott's visit is 
"to assess the views of Norfolk Isl¬ 
anders themselves. When a report 
ultimately has been made to the 
Government the views of Norfolk 
Islanders obviously will be given 
heavy weight in any decision the 
Government may make." 

Two days before, Sen. Withers 
had said, in replying to another 
question about Norfolk. "I will en¬ 
deavour to see as many people as 
wish to see me so that they may 
put their views to me privately. " 

It’s important to Sen. Withers 
and the Attorney-General that the 
people of the Island do say what's 
on their mind. If you say nothing, 
they might honestly think that you 
really don't care, one way or the 
other. They won't coax you. You 
will have to have the courage of 
your own convictions, and walk up 
to them, and say what you think. 

Instinctive answers 

IS NORFOLK REALLY part of Aus¬ 
tralia? Not just in law, but in the 
mind and the heart? 

If so, then we’ll be happy to give 
up singing "God Save The Queen, " 
and as we sing "Advance Australia 
Fair" we'll be thinking that the 
song means that Norfolk should ad¬ 
vance, being part of Australia. 

And if we're really part of the 
big country, why did Sen. Withers 
say in the Senate on May 26th, in 
telling about his planned trip to 
Norfolk, "Subject to the Senate 
completing its business on Friday 
of next week, I intend to leave 


Australia on the following Tues¬ 
day"? 

the great denial of*08 

RECENT ISSUES of The News have 
recounted a number of occasions in 
the past when the Pitcairners' right 
to self-government and to exclu¬ 
sive possession of Norfolk has been 
denied by various authorities. 

A few days of combing through 
the remarkable Mitchell Library 
archives in Sydney has brought to 
light the fascinating story of the 
great denial of 1908. It was an as¬ 
tonishing series of events, touched 
off by plans to pass Norfolk over 
to Australia, and by the evictions 
of families from the houses at King¬ 
ston. 

The whole amazing story will ap¬ 
pear in an early issue of The Views; 
for now, just the highlights of it. 

Uncle Cornish Quintal, through 
patience and determination that 
had to be exceptional under the 
circumstances of 1908, managed 
to assemble almost all the docu¬ 
ments that demonstrate England's 
bargain with the Pitcairners back 
in 1856. He sailed to Sydney and 
was able to arrange an audience 
with Norfolk's Governor (also the 
Governor of N.S.W.), Sir Harry 
Raw son. 

Sir Harry reviewed the docu¬ 
ments and asked for a few days to 
study them. He realised that Uncle 
Cornish didn't have a copy of the 
1856 Order in Council - the key 
document which, with its instruct¬ 
ions, put into effect Gov. Deni¬ 
son's plan to give the Pitcairners 
the same seclusion and self-gov¬ 
ernment they had on Pitcairn. 

Realising that, he then informed 
Uncle Cornish that although Gov¬ 
ernor Denison and Lt. Gregorie 
may have carried out a certain 
plan, as soon as word of the plan 
got back to London, the Govern¬ 
ment countermanded the whole 
thing - and issued the Order-in- 
Council to reverse what Denison 
and Gregorie had done! 

Having been assured by Sir harry 
that white was black, Uncle Cor¬ 
nish returned to Norfolk, a sad and 
disillusioned man. wondering how 
it could be that London's counter¬ 
manding of the plans had never 
been heard of before on the Island. 

How painful lt is 69 years later 
to know what the truth is, and to 
see how shockingly it was distort¬ 
ed. Can ghosts read? We'Ve left 
copies of The News out on a table, 
in hopes they can. 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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Digest of Plan 

HERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE PLAN 
COUNCIL WANTS TO DISCUSS WITH 
SEN. WITHERS AND THE ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL. COUNCIL BELIEVES IT 
WOULD GIVE NORFOLK DEMOCRAT¬ 
IC GOVERNMENT AND REDUCE AUS¬ 
TRALIA’S COSTS TO A MINIMUM. 

THE NORFOLK COUNCIL’S views of 
how the Island should be governed 
in the future are set out in a report 
of about 100 pages that was sent for 
Minister R.G. Withers’ consideration 
on February 4th. 

Originally prepared to give Sen. 
Withers the Council's views on the 
Nimmo Royal Commission recom¬ 
mendations, the reyort is now re¬ 
ferred to by Council as its "discus¬ 
sion plan for democratic govern¬ 
ment on Norfolk Island". 

Here is a summary of the main 
points in the plan. 

■The rights of residents to take 
the principal part in forming the 
Island's political future is the chief 
concern of the Council arising from 
the Nimmo Report”. 

■ The Nimmo Report, in its 
recommendations, is "not a sound 
document" and two errors so im¬ 
portant that the recommendations 
must be examined afresh. These 
two errors are that Queen Victoria 
did not ''give" Norfolk to the Pit¬ 
cairners; and that the Nimmo Re¬ 
port's figures on the cost of Nor¬ 
folk to the Commonwealth are 
greatly mistaken. 

■The people of Norfolk do not 
seek or wish to be included in an 
Australian electorate for voting 
purposes. 

■ Council should be replace*! by 
a Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly, locally elected every three 
years. There should not be sep¬ 
arate voting wards, or seats re¬ 
served only for Islanders. (Coun¬ 
cil noted that there have never 
been fewer than half of the Coun¬ 
cillors who were Island-born.) 

■ Legislative Assembly should 
have authority to make ordinances 
for good government of "munici¬ 
pal” matters and of immigration, 
zoning, taxes, health services, 
law enforcement, social security, 
education, ocean shipping and tour¬ 
ism generally. 

■The Assembly should have author¬ 
ity for budgeting and spending mon¬ 
ey raised by present operations of 
the Administration. 

■ The Assembly should have the 
power to borrow, subject to the 


SENATOR THE HON. REGINALD 
GRFIVE WITHERS, the Australian 
Minister responsible for the admini¬ 
stration of Norfolk Island, is to arrive 
June 7th for a five-day visit. 

The Hon. Robert James Ellicott, 
Australia’s Attorney-General, will 
be accompanying Sen. Withers. 

Mr. Peter Lawler, Secretary of the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices, is also expected to be a mem¬ 
ber of the party. 

Mrs. Withers and Mrs. Ellicott 
will accompany their husbands. 

Sen. Withers is 52. He was born 
in Bunbury, Western Australia, and 
educated at Bunbury School and at 
die University of W. A. 

He enlisted in the R. A.N. in 1942 
and served until 1946. 

He became a barrister in 1953, 
having been graduated from the Uni¬ 
versity with a Bachelor of Laws de¬ 
gree. 

In 1954 he entered politics, being 
elected a Councillor in Bunbury, and 
four years later became vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Liberal and Country League 
of W. A. 

He was elected State President of 


the League and became a member of 
the Federal Executive of the Liberal 
Party three years later in 1961. The 
following year he was elected the 
party’s federal Vice-President. 

In February, 1966 he was appoint¬ 
ed to fill the Senate seat left vacant 
by the death of Hon. Sir Shane Pal- 
tridge, and was elected to retain the 
seat in 1967. Two years later he be¬ 
came the Government Whip in the 
Senate, and in 1975 was made leader 
of die Opposition in the Senate, where 
he played a major role in the events 
that led to the downfall of the Whit- 
lam Government. 

Norfolk Island is a very tiny potato 
indeed on his plate of duties, which 
include responsibility for all procure¬ 
ment of goods and services for the 
Commonwealth, government trans¬ 
port and storage in the States, gov¬ 
ernment information and publishing, 
the acquisition, control and disposal 
of government property, accommoda¬ 
tion, Royal Commissions, archives, 
museums, the National Library, war 
graves, the Commonwealth Police 
and the Commonwealth Electoral 
Office - as well as Cocos/Keeling, 
Christmas and Coral Sea Islands. 
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Commonwealth's approval of a for¬ 
mal loan proposal. 

■ The present Administrator should 
be replaced by a Commonwealth 
representative who would conduct 
the Commonwealth's business on the 
Island, but would have no vote, for¬ 
mal position or veto in the Assembly. 

■ The Assembly's annual estimates 
should be sighted by the Common¬ 
wealth, and its annual accounts 
should be audited by the Common¬ 
wealth Auditor-General. 

■ Common grazing should be pro¬ 
hibited on steep slopes, and other 
commons areas should be fenced 
and grazed in rotation. >r 

■ A coastal strip around the Island 
should be gradually acquired as a 
reserve, with the Assembly having 
first preference in buying coastal 
properties as they come up for sale. 

■ Tourist growth should be con¬ 
trolled by setting a limit on the 
number of tourist beds permitted on 
the Island. (Council's existing 
recommended limit is 1,000 beds.) 

■ Council is enthusiastic to see the 
historic buildings restoration program 
continued. 

■ Improved garbage disposal meth¬ 
ods, ending the dumping of untreated 
garbage at Headstone, should be in¬ 
troduced after proper investigation. 

■ "Duty-Free" shopping should be 


protected with continued low duties, 
taxes and other imposts, and continu¬ 
ation of she’ ability erf local shops to 
hold separate direct franchises rather 
than coming under Australian agents. 

■ Better pawn planning and build¬ 
ing control standards should be im¬ 
plemented. 

■ Pensions: and other social secur¬ 
ity benefits should be set at levels 
appropriate to the Island and should 
be paid for with Island-raised reven- 

■ Workers Compensation laws of 
Australia should not apply on the 
Island, but a locally-tailored in¬ 
surance scheme should be used in¬ 
stead. 

■ While the Assembly should have 
authority to raise revenues through 
local taxes, there should be no 
death duties on land. 

■ Permanent population of the 
Island should be limited to 2.000 
people, but the limit may need to 
be reviewed from time to time. 
Immigration should continue to be 
controlled, with a new Immigration 
Ordinance going into effect promptly. 

■ Land sales to prospective settlers 
should be approved if the seller re¬ 
nounces his residency and no popu¬ 
lation increase results. 

■ Priority for Pitcairn descendants 
in the granting of residency should 


not be abandoned. 

■The airport should be upgraded to 
take Boeing 727s and DC 9s, but not 
heavier jets. 

■ Commonwealth legislation should 
not automatically apply to Norfolk. 

IN PRESENTING its proposals for the 
Minister's consideration, Council 
emphasized once again Its convic¬ 
tion that a referendum should be held 
to determine what form of govern¬ 
ment the electors of the Island pre¬ 
ferred. The recommendations list¬ 
ed above - and numerous ones of less 
general importance - were "in all 
respects subject to the results of that 
referendum”. the report said. 

The Nimmo Royal Commission Re¬ 
port mainly considered two alternat¬ 
ives for Norfolk’s future government - 
complete integration into the Aust¬ 
ralian political system, or complete 
independence, with Australia aband¬ 
oning the Island. 

The Council's Discussion Plan pro¬ 
poses a middle course, with Norfolk 
retaining its individuality but contin¬ 
uing to be a Territory under the Com¬ 
monwealth. It is very similar to the 
recommendations made by Cedric * 
Hampson, Q. C., the senior Coun¬ 
sel assisting the Royal Commission, 
in his major summing-up address 
at the end of the hearings last year. 



: OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 


THE GREAT MAJORITY of electors 
on Norfolk Island have signed sol¬ 
emn declarations stating that they 
support the Norfolk Island Council, 
and wish Norfolk Island to remain 
a distinct and separate Territory of 
Australia, with its own system of 
laws, benefits and taxes. 

Concerned that the Commonwealth 
had so far been unwilling to allow 
a referendum to determine the will 
of the majority, 24 Islanders have 


TSIorEtir 


- 17/5/77 P3 

favours 


separation 

NORFOLK ISLAND: Two- 
thirds of Norfolk Island’s elec¬ 
tors have signed declarations 
that they wish the island to 
remain a distinct and separate 
Australian Territory with its 
own system of laws, benefits 
and taxes. 

In a house-to-house poll on Sun¬ 
day 658 people signed “solemn 
declarations” ehoosing between 
the island council’s plan for 
Norfolk’s future government and 
the plan proposed by the recent 
Nimmo Royal commission. 

Only 7 per eent of those signing 
declarations favoured the Nimmo 
plan to integrate Norfolk into Aus¬ 
tralia. 

Continued separate status was 
supported by 93 per cent of those 
signing, who amounted to two- 
thirds of the island’s total electoral 
roll of about 900. 

Declarations were signed by 222 
direct descendants of the original 
Pitcairn settlers, 90 per cent of 
whom opposed the Nimmo plan 
and supported the locally elected 
council. 

The council has repeatedly 
asked the. Australian Government 
to cal) a referendum on the issue 
since the Nimmo report was tabled 
in Parliament last November, but 
the requests have been refused. 

Sunday’s poll was conducted by 
24 Pitcairn descendants. The re¬ 
sult of the poll was announced 
yesterday afternoon. 

The senior elected member of 
the council, Pitcairn descendant 
Mr William Blucher, said, “The 
result completely disproves the no¬ 
tion Canberra seems to have that 
opposition to the Nimmo report 
comes only from a few people with 
vt»ted interests. 

“If they don’t believe this, they 
won’t believe anything". 


offered electors all over the Island 
an opportunity to sign individual, 
solemn declarations stating their 
preferences. 

On Monday May 30th they had 
still been unable to reach 56 per¬ 
sons, and efforts to contact them 
are still continuing. A further 52 
persons are thought to be absent 
from the Island. 

A total of 759 persons on the last 
electoral roll, or believed to be en¬ 
titled to inclusion now, have been 
contacted. For various reasons 120 
persons declined to sign a declara¬ 
tion either for separate Territorial 
status or for integration into Aus¬ 
tralia. The pro-integration declar¬ 
ation was worded ”1 support the 
Nimmo Report, I wish Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to become joined into Australia, 
and 1 wish to accept the system of 
laws, benefits and taxes that ap¬ 
plies in Australia. ” 

Of those who signed a declaration 
either way, 94^ supported separ¬ 
ate status for Norfolk. They includ¬ 
ed 216 Pitcairn descendants and 
384 mainlanders. 

Integration into Australia was fa¬ 
voured by 6“fc of those signing, who 
Included 25 Pitcairn descendants 
and 14 mainlanders. 

The 600 who have declared sup¬ 
port for separate status are equal 
to 68 "jc of the current electoral 
roll. 

The "Australian" 17.5.77 

Norfolk 
votes for 
status quo 

NORFOLK Islanders 
have voted' (or their is¬ 
land to remain a 
separate territory with 
its own system of laws, 
benefits and taxes. 

In a house-to-house 
poll this week 658 people 
signed “solemn declara¬ 
tions'' choosing the 
Island council's plan for 
Norfolk's future rather 
than the plan proposed 
by the recent Nimmo 
Royal Commission. 

The Nimmo report 
proposed that the island 
come under Australian 
jurisdiction 

Norfolk Island lost. Its 
self-deternumng status 
in 1896 and was handed 
over to Australia by 
Britain in 1914 without 
the islanders’ consent. 


600 } 

In support 
of Council 
and 

separate 

status 


SOLEMN 

DECLARATIONS 

as of 30.5.77 


(Each dot stands 
for one person) 


In support 
of Nimmo 
and 

integration 

into 

Australia 

} 39 
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@ L FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

OUNCIL l/RANSCRIPT ==» 


AT THEIR MAY meeting Councillors 
discussed some key aspects of Sen. R. 
G. Withers’ forthcoming visit. 

The Minister at first had planned 
only a single session with the Coun¬ 
cil, on the first afternoon of his five- 
day, stay here. Councillors asked the 
Administrator if a second session, at 
the close of his visit, could be arran¬ 
ged, and if at least one of the meet- 
ihgs could be broadcast for the pub¬ 
lic;, : ; 

The; Administrator said a second 
meeting had been arranged. Plans 
for "broadcasting, however, aren't 
yet clear. 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher moved the motion, and in doing 
so mentioned some of the specific 
matters he hoped to air with the Min¬ 
ister: ' 


Cr. Blucher: "Council has informed 
the Minister that it believes that the 
Nimmp Report, if it were implement¬ 
ed, wpqld severely damage the fu¬ 
ture of Norfolk Island and its present 
way of life, and the Minister has 
said he does not agree. 

"Council has unanimously support¬ 
ed proposals that are completely 
different from those of the Nimmo 
Report and yet the Minister has said 
in the Senate that there appears to 
be a campaign to upset and whip-up 
concern about the Nimmo Report, 
and he obviously assumes that only 
a few* people with vested interests 
are concerned. I would reply by 
saying, that every member of this 
community has a vested interest in 
the future of this Island, and, of 
course, there is a "well orchestrated 
campaign" - as the Minister puts it - 
to whip-up concern about the Nimmo 
Report. 

iThis campaign was started by 
Council and the people the very day 
the Report and the recommendations 
of Sir Jbhn Nimmo Weie made public. 

"Council has drawn to the Minis¬ 
ter's attention two basic errors in 
the Nimmo Report. So far neither 
the Minister or the Department has 
given this Council any serious com ¬ 
ment about them. 

"I believe that a lot of'the people 
of the Island have come to the Con¬ 
clusion that Canberra has made up 
its mind about the Nimmo Report 
and that the Report is going to be im- 
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piemen ted whether it is good or bad 
for the Island and regardless of whe¬ 
ther the people of the Island want it 
or not. 

"The statements by the Minister 
and the Department ever since last 
December certainly seem to support 
those fears. 

"Council should take 
a different view..." 

"I believe this Council should take 
a different view. I believe we 
should take the view that the Minis¬ 
ter and the Department simply do not 
know what the people of Norfolk 
Island want. I think we snould do 
our best on the Minister's visit to 
give him the most accurate under¬ 
standing of Norfolk Island and its 
people that we can. 

"In our discussions with him I in¬ 
tend to emphasize the submission of 
this Council made to him on February 
9th. That submission appears to have 
fallen in the background somehow. 
That could I suppose be partly be¬ 
cause it was not given a clear title 
when we sent it to the Minister. I 
would suggest that in future we refer 
to Council's submission of February 
9th in a way that makes it clear 
what it is, and I propose that we re¬ 
fer to it as, for instance, "The Nor¬ 
folk Island Council Discussion Plan 
for Democratic Government on Nor¬ 
folk Island",,. 

'That Discussion Plan contains a 
tremendous amount of Council’s 
thinking about how the Island should 
be governed in future. It was pre¬ 
pared with a tremendous amount of 
effort and is not merely Council's 
views on the Nimmo Report -- it is 
a general plan which we would like 
to discuss with the Minister and the 
Department and which we would like 
to see strengthened and improved in 
any way possible. 

’There are many sides to the situa¬ 
tion that I intend to raise with the 
Minister and :'t may be helpful if I 
foreshadow some of those points now. 

"First of all, I will want to learn 
his thinking on Council's Discussion 
Plan. If there are some parts that he 
finds acceptable, we can. agree on 
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them promptly. If there are some 
parts he has doubts about, we will 
need to find out exactly what parts 
those are and what he's concerned 
about. I will wish to confirm with 
the Minister whether he does or does 
not wish to have a democratic gov¬ 
ernment established on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 

"The Nimmo Report recommends 
that most impprtant Island policies 
should be decided by Departments 
of the Public Service in Canberra. 
That, of course, would be govern¬ 
ment by administration -- it is not 
democratic government in which 
the decisions on important matters 
are made by elected representatives 
who are answerable to the electors. 

'1 would specially want to learn 
from the Minister whether he wish¬ 
es Norfolk Island to be self-support¬ 
ing, or whether he intends that the 
Island should be governed at a sub¬ 
stantial loss with the Canberra Trea¬ 
sury making up those losses. Nor¬ 
folk Island can be self-supporting 
if revenues are locally planned to 
cover the Island's actual known 
requirements and if expenditures 
are controlled and kept within the 
revenue that can be raised. 

Norfolk should live 
within Its own bud¬ 
get, like a faintly 

'The rest of the world seems to 
believe it can operate at a loss 
every year by borrowing or print¬ 
ing more money. I think Norfolk 
Island should live within its own 
budget just the way a family have 
to. 

'I will wish to ask the Minister 
first-hand about the question of the 
applicability of United Nations prin¬ 
ciples to Norfolk Island. The Sen¬ 
ate Committee have said these 
principles do not apply on Norfolk 
Island because the Island contains 
the same ethnic race as Australia, 
has the same culture and way of 
life as Australia, gives completely 
free access to people from Austral¬ 
ia and has a local Council with the 
normal municipal authority. I 
will be asking the Minister if he can 
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correct those statements. 

"I also intend to ask the Minister, 
with all respect, whether he has 
read the Nimmo Report carefully 
and whether he has read Council's 
Discussion Plan carefully including 
those 13 key-recommendations that 
we dealt with. I would expect to 
his being too busy with much more 
important matters to have studied 
these reports and may be relying on 
others to judge them for him. If 
this should be the case, 1 hope he 
will be prepared to let us know who 
studied those two reports carefully 
because Council obviously needs to 
be in contact with those persons. 

$2iM a year Is very 
much mistaken... 

"I intend to raise with the Minis¬ 
ter the question of how much Nor¬ 
folk Island actually costs Australia. 

The Royal Commission Report, of 
course, relied on a figure of $2| 
million a year which has been shown 
to be very much mistaken. In reply 
to a 'question in the Senate recently 
the Minister appeared to be relying 
on a much lower figure, although 
this is not really clear. The ques¬ 
tion is vital to Norfolk's future. Sir 
John Nimmo said that if Norfolk 
were self-supporting then a case 
could be made for the people of the 
Island determining their own future. 

He assumed that the Island was a 
very heavy financial burden. On 
the basis of incorrect information, 
and on the basis of that incorrect 
information, he said that it was for 
Australia to decide our future. 

"If the Minister has now accepted 
that Norfolk requires very little in 
the way of subsidy, it would seem 
to leave us with every right for a 
referendum. 

"I intend to ask the Minister a- 
bout a matter that was raised several 
meetings ago and was never really 
answered -- this is future immigra¬ 
tion policies. In a referendum in 
December 1968 the people of the 
Island voted very definitely that 
they did not want Australians to have 
automatic free right of immigrating 
to Norfolk Island. It is, of course, 
generally accepted that uncontrolled 
immigration would have extremely 
harmful effects on Norfolk, and that 
applies to other countries as well - 
as Australia Mr. Chairman. 

"When the Minister was asked a- 
bout the future of immigration con¬ 
trols, he said that he did not think 
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it was his job to offer legal advice. 

But there is a question of tremendous 
importance here. If Norfolk were to 
be integrated into Australia - as the 
Royal Commission Report recommends - 
is the Commonwealth certain immi¬ 
gration control can be continued? 

This question has to be studied care¬ 
fully and answered with complete 
certainty before a responsible deci¬ 
sion can be made about the Island’s 
future. 

”1 intend to ask what steps can 
be taken to predict how much dam¬ 
age may be done to our only indus¬ 
try. tourism, if the Royal Commis¬ 
sion recommendations were imple¬ 
mented. 

"When Council asked that the 
Government appoint an economist 
to investigate this basic question, 
we were told that it was not justi¬ 
fied and that it would delay the 
report. So far as I know, the Minis¬ 
ter has not expressed his view about 
this. 

"I intend to ask the Minister a- 
bout another statement in the Re¬ 
port which is that no significant 
documents could be found by the 
Royal Commission on which in any 
way supports the historical rights 
of the Pitcairn people. If the 
Minister has accepted that state¬ 
ment as factual, it is important for 
Council to know. 

"a true exchange. 

"In the discussion of these and 
other matters with the Minister 
face-to-face, I will.be looking to 
honest, frank speaking and a true 
exchange of views. We need to 
know what the Minister is thinking; 
we assume he will need to know our 
thinking and I'm sure we'll be happy 
to tell him as best we can. 

"At present the arrangement is 
that we will only have one session 
with the Minister for about three 
hours on the afternoon he arrives. 

"At the conclusion of these re¬ 
marks, I would like to move that 
Council ask the Minister for two 
considerations with respect to his 
discussion with Council - first, tha.t 
at least one major meeting with him be 
broadcast so the people of the Island 
can hear what is happening and form 
their own views; second, that we 
meet with the Minister toward the 
end of his visit for a second discus- 
sion after he has had a chance to 
form some fresh impressions of the 
Island and its people..." 

"I would now move that the Minis¬ 
ter be requested to have at least one ma¬ 
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jor meeting with Council - broadcast 
for the public to hear - and to alter his 
plans for his visit so as to allow a 
second meeting with Council close 
to the end of his visit. " 

Administrator: "Is there a seconder? 
Cr. Ryves." 

"pre-concelved Ideas" 

Cr. Ryves: "In seconding the motion, 

I believe that irta ranmei of such ex¬ 
treme importance to Norfolk Island 
that the Minister is going to come 
here with some pre-conceived ideas 
and, if we’re going to follow the 
Minister's philosophy that he is go¬ 
ing to circulate among the people 
to absorb their ideas too, we must 
assume that these latter ideas will 
have some influence on his thinking. 

"Now, having had a meeting with 
Council on perhaps what are pre-con¬ 
ceived ideas, I think it's reasonable 
for Council to expect she Minister to 
comply with Council's motion and 
have a meeting with Council to see 
how the impact of other ideas on his 
visit influences his thinking toward 
the plans put forward by Council for 
a form of government for Norfolk 
Island - -a Discussion Plan as Cr. 
Blucher records. For that reason, I 
would support the motion sir. " 

"concentrate on the 
co-operative aspect" 

Cr. McIntyre: "I also support the 
motion Mr. Chairman. I believe 
that the plan outlined by Cr. Blucher 
is the correct one. To wit, that we 
should concentrate on the cooperat¬ 
ive aspect of the Council’s view in 
discussion with the Minister and that 
we should draw together his thoughts 
and ours on the Australian reaction - 
his Government's reaction - to the 
proposals we put forward. They've 
been carefully worked out by this 
Council -- they're not put forward 
lightly -- and they have to be taken 
seriously. In order to take them ser¬ 
iously there's got to be this particular 
understanding that Norfolk Island is 
not the same thing as Australia. When 
I say that I mean it in a psychologic¬ 
al sense -- I have a picture in my 
mind of my own visit to Canberra. 
When you're standing in the Minister's 
office and the air-conditioning is 
hissing and clerks and secretaries are 
going to and frq about $eir business, 
and you look out the windovr and you 
see the very large parks and garden¬ 
er staff mowing away, it becomes 
difficult sometimes to get the grip 
of what Norfolk Island is. And, of 
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course, it's not like what you see out 
the window and what you feel as you 
move around Canberra -- it’s nothing 
like that. 

"I said before that out case grows 
out of our Island. It seems to me a 
very important step to have the Min¬ 
ister here to get the perception of 
the Island, to feel it. and to under¬ 
stand what we’re trying to say and 
what we’re trying to save. 

"The question that has to be an¬ 
swered quite clearly is ’Why is 
the Minister coming?’ Is there one 
predominant reason - namely to 
talk to Council? Are there several 
reasons - to talk to Council and talk 
to the people? It seems to me that 
if the Minister talks to Council that 
it’s important that we go through 
the whole of the issues and there¬ 
fore definitely a second session is 
essential - -1 don’t think we can do 
enough in three hours. 

"The other thing is -- I go back to 
the Minister’s statement of March 
1976 - his Government doesn't be¬ 
lieve in pushing people around. I'm 
very pleased to see him come here 
and meet with the Norfolk Island 
people and meet with us again on 
this ground and to stay longer than 
he did last time. 

"The ultimate question, however. 


if there's any doubt after his talks 
with Council and his meeting with 
the people, if there's any disagree¬ 
ment, then I think that fairly and 
squarely gets back to the ultimate 
test of what the Island wants and 
that is a referendum. 

"For these reasons Mr, Chairman 
I welcome the opportunity to meet 
with the Minister. I certainly seek 
a longer time and I thoroughly sup¬ 
port the motion." 

"we are prepared to 
fight all the way" 


Cr. Bennett; "I support the motion 
of Cr. Blucher. Council has been 
allotted a meeting with the Minister 
on 7th June admittedly for three 
hours,, and it seems to me quite an 
inadequate time to go into all that 
Council has been discussing and pre¬ 
paring over the many months, part¬ 
icularly in view of the fact that we 
were under extreme pressure to get 
our views out un«lecttaa.-Minister's 
directions at that particular time 
and have had to wait for such a long 
time for this meeting. 


"As Cr. Blucher has explained, we 
will be discussing the Norfolk Island 
plan of future government prepared 
by Council over several months. 

We believe that this plan will be 
the most appropriate form of gov¬ 
erning Norfolk Island. 

"This Council was elected pre¬ 
dominantly on a platform of execu¬ 
tive authority and no Australian tax 
and I believe we should firmly stick 
to these views. The results are now 
history and it would be repetitive to 
say more than the fact that this Coun¬ 
cil received a mandate to persevere 
with this platform and other issues. 

"This Council believes in demo¬ 
cracy - a government of the people, 
by the people, for the people. 

"In line with the basic thing about 
democracy, this Council believes 
that in seeking support for its own 
ideas it must expect the right of 
others to express different ideas. 
However, in a democracy, the voice 
of the majority should be recognized 
and the wishes of the majority respect¬ 
ed.. . 

"I contend that we have made the 
Australian Government aware that we 
are prepared to fight all the way for 
what we believe and for what the ma¬ 
jority on this Island believe in. 

"I support the motion." 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


Siege Social B. P.833, NOUMEA 
S.A.au capital de 37,890, 000CFP 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 


C.C,C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 


Telephone 21 31 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 






ISLAND 


HANDBOOK 


for JUNE 


^ what’s on 
^where to find it 

► best shopping 

► Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 

► airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

► shipping information 

i bob 

► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 

■ SB 

S 






ROODS 

(Norfolk island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 
ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

| Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 




ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND'WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

SHOP AT 

ROUDS 








PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam- . 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenib 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm, Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH- DA Y ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school - 9. 45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 

Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE : (at Kingston) 10am- 
12:00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday. 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P. O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
DeChesne’s, across from the Trading Post. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
i'0-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30. and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 

8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 
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| jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. ■ The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY — AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



r, -» COPYRIGHT 1377- by Ed Howai 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

™TRADING post 

"THE FIRST SHOP.YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 am to 9 pm 


(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




o 

People who wear an Omega know why. 



MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities, precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




Ut Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON ; TUE 


HISTORIC EVENTS IN JUNE 
6 June, 1825 Beginning of second settlement 

8 June, 1856 Pitcairners arrive at Norfolk 

IBJune, 1798 The sloop "Norfolk"which was the 

first ship built here arrived safely 
in Sydney. 


5 


Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.05 

5.28 


6 Sunrise 7.05 

Sunset 5.28 


• Church Services 

• Film, sm'b'd(VV7. 30p) 

•'Film (MRT 8p) 


•Housie(LC) . 

•Film(Nlk) 

•Sm’b'dfSP) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


7 Sunrise 7 * 05 
Sunset . 5,27 

•Films(Pds & LC) 
•Parts (RSL) 

•C’ m'dants Dinner 
(7.30G) 

•Open Night (NIK) 

• Film (MRT 8pj 


WED ■ 

1 Sunrise 7.03 

Sunset 5.28 


•Qouncil meeting 
•Film, 8m’b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


8 Sunrise 7. 06 

Sunset 5.27 


•Film, sm*b'd(VV) 
•Film(Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

BOUNTY DAY 


12 


Sunrise 

|Sunset 


7.08 

5.27 


•Church services 
•Film, sm 'b'd(VV7.30p) 

•Film (MRT8p) 


«f O Sunrise 7 - 08 

1 Sunset 5.27 

^ Sunrise 7.09 

IH- Sunset 5.27 

1 C% Sunrise 7.09 

1 53 Sunset -5.27 


• Films(Pds& LC) 


•Housie(LC) 

•Darts (RSL) 

•Film,smh’d(VV) 

•Film (Nik). 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

•Film (Pds) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

(7.30G) 

•Open night(Nlk) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 

•Open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 
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7.10 

5.27 


• Church services 
•Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30p) 
#Film (MRT 8p) 


20 


Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.10 

5.27 


#Housle(LC) 

^Film(NLK) 

•Sm'b'd(SP) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


21 


Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.11 

5.28 


• Films (Pds & LC) 

• Darts (RSL) 
•Commandant’s 

Dinner (G7.30) 

• Open Night(NLK> 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


22 Sunrise 

Sunset 


•Film, sm’b’d(VV) j 
•Film (Pds) 

•Open night(Nlk) 


7.11 

5.28 


26 


Sunrise 

Sunset 


7,11 


5.29 


• Church Services 

f Film, sm’bd(VV 7.30p) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


Sunrise 7.12 

f Sunset 5.29 

Oil Sunrise 7.12 
40 Sunset 5.29 

■ 0% Sunrise 7.12 

milD Sunset 5.30 

•Hoj^ste (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

•Sm’b’d (SP) 

• Films(Pds & LC) 

• Darts(RSL) 

•C'm'dants Dinner 

• Films, sm'b’d'(VV) 

• Film (pds) 

(7.30G) 

• Open night(NlK) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 

•open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 




CALEN DA R ^ 1977 


thu 

2 Sunrise 7,03 

Sunset 1 S.28 


F R 1 

3 - Sunrise 
Sunset 


7.04 

5.28 


SAT 

4 Sunrise 7.04 

Sunset 5,28 


•Housie(LC) 

• BBQ(SP) 

•Film(8. 00RSL) 
•Rotary (6.30Nlk) 

• Film (MRT 8p) 


•Film(RSL8.00p) 
•Open night(Pds) 
•*Film(MRT 8p) 


•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. OOp) 
•Dpen Night (NLK) 
%ilm (MRT 8p) 



Sunrise 7.07 

Sunset 5.27 

^ Sunrise 7.07 

■ Sunset 5.27 

*| * Sunrise 7.07 

| 1 Sunset 5,27 

•Housie(LC) 

•BBQ(SP) 

•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nl&6.30p) Am 
•F ilm (MRT 8p) 

• Film (RSL 8p.) 

•Open Night (Pds) 

•Film (MRT 8p) 

•Mini Market(PH, 9-12 a) 

•SDA service 
•Housie(RSL8. 00p) 
•Open Night (NLK) 

# Film (MRT 8p) 


*1 Sunrise 7.09 

■ Sunset . 5,27 
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Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.10 

5.27 


4Q Sunrise 7.10 

■ Sunset 5.27 


•Housie(LC) 
•BBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Rotary(Nlk6. 30p) 
• Film (MRT 8p) 


•Film(RSUL OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 
•Film (MRT 8p) 


• SDA Service 

• Housie(RS>L8. OOp) 

• Open Night (NLK) 

• Film (MRT 8 p) 



locations 


a - Administration 
Building 

BP - Burnt Pine 

BC - Bowling Club 

BCP - Bicentennial Park 

BH - Branka House 

C - Catholic Church- 

CE - All Saints 

EB - Emily Bay 

G - Garrison Rest. 

GC - Golf Club 

H - Hospital 

KO - Kingston Oval 

Lib - Library 

LC - Leagues Club 

LK - Lime Kiln BBQ 

M - Museum Buildiag 

MC - Methodist Church 

MRT -Mission Road Talkies 


23 


Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.11 

5.28 


Sunrise 7.11 

Sunset 5.28 


• Film (MRT 8p) 
•Housie(LC) 
•SBQ(SP) 
•Film(RSL8. OOg) 
•Rotary(Nlk6.30p) 


Sunrise 
wU Sunset 


J Mi*fK) 8p) 

• BBO (SP) 

• Film(RSL 8p) 

• Rotary (NLK 6.30p) 


•Film(RSL8. OOp) 
•Open night(Pds) 
•Film (MRT 8p) 


7.12 

5.30 



Nik - Norfolk Hotel 

Pds - Paradise 

PH - Pitcairners Hall 

RH - Rawson Hall 

RSL -R.S.L. Club 4 
Scl - N. I. School 

SDA - 7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP - South Pacific 

StB - St. Barnabas Chapel 

SW - Simons Water 

VV - Valley View 

YC - Youth Centre 

HISTORIC EVENTS IN JUNE 
24June, 1856 Order in Council makes Norfolk 

Island a distinct and separate settle- 
ment with instructions continuing the 
Pitcairner^ self-government. 

28June. 1878 Passage opened through reef into 

Emily Bay. 
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Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.11 

5.29 


•Mini Market(PH, 9-12 a 
•SDA service 
•Housie (RSL dp.) ♦ 

• Open Night (NLK 

• Film (MRT 8p) 




KONICA AUTOREFLEX TO 
SO SMALL. SO LIGHT. 

SO VERSATILE... 


Konica’s automatic exposure control system 
lets you concentrate on your subject— 
not on mechanical adjustments. 

Yet the Konica Autoreflex TC 
allows semi-automatic or completely 
manual exposure control at will. 

Manual or automatic, 
the choice is in your hand.... 


The Konica Autoreflex TC 
is a remarkable 

new 35mm single-lens reflex camera. 
It combines exceptional simplicity 
and ease of operation 
with the inherent advantages 
of the professional ‘system’ camera 
. .. and is so light, so compact 
it becomes virtually 
an extension of your eye.... Mt/m 
Hold the camera to your eyes; Hip 
focus—and shoot! Mp 







BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. “ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 
International Duty-Free; ’’We have a 
new range of sleeping bags, ideal for 
camping or as gifts, from $17-$32. 

We have also just had a new ship¬ 
ment of the latest releases of records." 
Pacific Hire Cars: "We'e just reduced 
the price of the Casiotron RUB digi¬ 
tal watches to $59. 95. In Sydney 
they're advertised at $114. " 


CASIO. . . REMINGTON 
CASA KUI. . .INTERNA 
TIONAL DUTY-FREE. . 
THE TRADING POST. . 
NORFOLK TRADER. . . 
MILTONS. . . CAMERA¬ 
LINES. . . PROUD’S. . . 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 
Cameralines; "The Noris (German - 
made) V-26 remote-control slide 
projector, 35mm, including case, 
at a sacrifice price erf $93; and the 
Kinica TC compact single-lens- 
reflex camera for only $259, which 
is half the Sydney price. " 

Miltons; "We've just put new low 
prices on Aiwa, Silver and Crown 
electronics. Also special value is 
the Ricoh 500GX camera at $69. 95." 
The Trading Post ; ”We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


bob 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

BSB 

S 


ACROSS 
1. Suitable 
3. Outdoor meal 

7. Old fashioned hat 

8 . Not old 
10. Progeny 
12. Like 

15. Used for rowing 
17. Anniversary 6. 3. 
19. Mineral rocks 


DOWN 

2. Parade 

4. Granny 

5. Has absolute 
right of way 

6 . Doing again 
9. Thought 

11. Emotion 

13. Rode at anchor 

14. Sound of surf 
16. Seagoing yes 
18. Act 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
mps, 1st day 
covers 


Note - DeChesne's is also stockist of 
back issues of the Norfolk Island News 


SAVE $$$ AND HELP N. I. 


With ocean freight costing a 
whopping $90 per cubic metre, 
imported soft drinks cost you a 
lot for every bubble. Then you 
chuck the bottle. Result; Norfolk 
messy, you poorer. 

We make terrific soft drinks at 
our own sparkling plant in Cas¬ 
cade Rd. We re-use bottles. We 
refund for any you don't use. 
Drive down and select your own 
mix (soda squash, pineapple, 
creaming soda, lemonade, rasp¬ 
berry, lime, orange, cola, gin¬ 
ger beer, dry ginger ale, soda, 
tonic & bitter lemon tonic) for 
$3.60-case of 24 lOoz bots., or 
$4.20-case of 12 24oz bots. Re¬ 
sult: happy holiday for you with 
a nice fizzy always at hand, a 
tidier Norfolk, good ecology, 

& extra money saved for you. 

cascIde 

SOFT DRINKS 







Make your home your sound stage 


XL-660 SOUND 
XL-440 SOUND 
XL—220 SOUND 


They’ll never leave you in the dark 


Minolta Pocket Autopak 450E/430E 

World's most compact pocket 
cameras using No. 110 film cartridge 
with built-in strobe 
One touch built-in strobe pops out f.>r 
fine flash pictures 

Pocket camera with built-in flash for 
any light condition 


Easy focusing by slide control with 
zone symbols and built-in macro 
lens for the 450E 
With the flashmatic for the 450E 
aperture is automatically adjusted for 
correct exposure when focusing 
Bright viewfinder tells you when the 
flash is necessary 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY 9. oo j azz Feature 

9.15 My Music 10.30 Close 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial WEDNESDAY 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 9.15 How the West was sung 

12.05 Book Re views 10. 05 Lucky 

4-6.30 Shut Down Jim ^ 

6.30 Rowdy's Roundup 10.45 Morning Serial/ 

8.30 Top of Pops Hospital Prog. 

9. 00 ABC News 12. 05 World Affairs 

9.15 Naked Vicar Show 2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council 

10. 30 Close Meeting 

TUESDAY 6. 00 Pick of the Week 

9.15 Melody Time Prog, includes Com- 

10.05 Music from Shows & film: ed y< Drama, Book 

10.45 Morning Serial Reviews 

11. 00 Notes from the past THURSDAY 

11. 30 Glen Miller Sound 9.15 Magazine of Arts 

12. 05 Ticker, tape& phone 10. 05 Washington Square 

1.15 Methodist Program 10.45 Morning Serial 

4-7. 00 shut down 11. 00 Requests 

7.00 Sentimental Journey i 2 . 05 World Affairs 
(jazz program) Program 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 1.15 S.D. A. program 

8.00 Many-a-Slip 


4-6. 30 Shut Down 
6 . 30 Light Music 

7.15 Topics from 
. Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re¬ 
broadcast) 

8 .00 Just a Minute 

9. 00 Feature ( 

FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

1 0. 05 BBC Rock Line 

fcnusic) 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits from 
Germ any/Netherlan ds 
12. 05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Programme Surround- 
. ed by Fine Music 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 
10. 30 Radio Aust. News 
10.45 Top of Pops 
12. 00 Local News 
1. 00 Young Mood, includes 
Top Ten, dedications 
3. 00 Sports Relay (Radio 
Aust.) 

6 . 05 How the West was sung 

6 . 30 Comedy 

7. 00 Movin' Music 

8 . 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 
10/00 Close 
SUNDAY 

3. 00 For your entertainment 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 
6.30 Rowdy'* Roundup, 
incl. local and inter¬ 
national sports. 

7.00 Sunday Radio - drama, 
music, etc. 


FLIGHTS SYDNEY AUCKLAND | BRISBANE 


RE -CONFIRM 
24 HRS AHEAD 


CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE- . 
LAYS OR LATE ' 
CHANGES: 
EAST-WEST 2195 



EAST-WEST AIRLINES AIR NEW ZEALAND 

through 21/6 daily except Daily except Tuesdays. 
Tuesdays and Friday 17th, Thursdays, Friday 24th 

Arr. 1.30, Dep. 2.20. and Monday27th 

From 22/6, Arr. 1.30 Arr. 10.30, Dep. 12.15 

Sunday, Wed., Fri., 

Dep. 10am Mon., Thurs., 

Sat. 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 

NORFOLK ISLAND PA1 NT INGS. .. WEAVINGjS. .. LOVELY IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 



ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 








MARIA BAILEY MARRIED 
DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bar opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 



MISSION ROAD 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 

ROY SMITH 


EIKI 


NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16 mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 


CONTACT US FOR YOUR 


PROJECTOR & FILM REQUIREMENTS 


THE IDEAL GIFT FOR 
A FRIEND WHO LIKES NORFOLK 


THE IDEAL WAY TO STAY IN 
TOUCH WITH THE ISLAND 
AFTER YOUR HOLIDAY 



SENT BY AIRMAIL EVERY MONTH: AUSTRALIA $10p.a./N.Z. $A20 p.a. 
Published by Ed Howard/Box 94/ Norfolk Island 2899/Subscriptions shortened if postage rises again 






SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-fri-Sat-Sun 






<Uv 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

TRADING 

POST 


abc + abc+abc+abc + abc+abc.+ abc+abc+abc + abc+abc+abc 

I A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

u (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 


for 






i X 6 ' / X 

< Inspection 

Welcomed! 

U C* 

abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+ab 



Point'll Shoot; 
OnlybyVivitai. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar nanrle has been a 
FROM $39“ mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electrpnic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’nShoot camera. 


jyj j LTONS no^^'S-Complete 


DUTYFREE CENTRE 


aBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+O 






Changing the world's 


accuracy. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristvvatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccablequality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. $a 


The Sei kbQuartz Collection encorhpasses 
a wide and exciting scope, of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Qu$$iz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal tor continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



WHAT NORFOLK WAS LIKE 

THE DAY THE PITCAIRNERS LANDED 


ANNIVERSARY DAY asks us to recall 
the day the Pitcairners arrived on Nor¬ 
folk in 1856. 

They had been surprised to see the 
Morayshire arrive off Pitcairn. They 
quickly realised she was "the ship” 
that would carry them to Norfolk 
Island if they were prepared to give 
up Pitcairn and move to a new home. 
They listened carefully a ; s Acting- 
Lieutenant Gregorie read out the 
arrangements that were offered them. 
They questioned, and discussed. With¬ 
in three days they had agreed to move, 
and were all packing up. 

They had all boarded the ship by 
afternoon on May 3, 1856, with all 
their carriable earthly possessions. 

They left some things, a few ani¬ 
mals included, behind them. But 
not'much. 

The voyage began well, about 
half the 3, 500-mile distance being 
covered in a matter of days. But 
then bad weather befell them, and 
it was in all a 35-days voyage before 
they landed at Norfolk. 

Most of them were seasick, some 
dreadfully so — badly enough so that 
George Hunn Nobbs, their pastor and 
only doctor, and Lt. Gregorie him¬ 
self. feared at least three of the 
women might die. 

But they all survived, and a new 
one was born: a boy who was bap¬ 
tised during the voyage with the 
name Reuben Denison Christian. So 
193 islanders left Pitcairn, and 194 
arrived at Norfolk. 

As they neared Norfolk a ship 
sailed near to greet them — H. M, S. 
Herald , with their acquaintance 
Captain Denham in command. He 
had sailed to Norfolk to help them 
ashore! 


Saturday afternoon, June 7th, 
they could see Norfolk and were near 
Phillip Island as the sun set. Cap¬ 
tain Denham sent one of his boats 
to take anyone who might be serious¬ 


ly ill ashore immediately. Lt. Gre¬ 
gorie put Fletcher Nobbs and his 
wife Susan into the boat, because 
Susan was about to have a child. 

But before long they returned to the 
Morayshire. The tide had dropped 
and the reef was too near the surface 
to cross. Fletcher helped his ex¬ 
hausted and full-term wife back a- 
board the Morayshire , where they 
slept another night. 

That night was squally, and both 
ships kept under sail. But Sunday 
morning June-8th looked like possi-. 
ble landing weather, and both dropp¬ 
ed anchor off Kingston at about 8am. 

The Pitcairners were not enthusias¬ 
tic about Norfolk's appearance, from 
offshore. It had none of the rocky ; 
grandeur they had loved about their 
old home island. 

Captain Denham was in charge on 
shore; Lt. Gregorie in charge of the 
new settlers. On the 8th, Captain 
Denham gave Lt. Gregorie charge 
of the boats from the Herald. 

an English whaler was 
there to help as well 

About 8.30 that morning, the boats 
began carrying the newcomers to Nor¬ 
folk; three boats from the Herald, 
and two from the Morayshire^ There 
also happened to be an English whal¬ 
ing ship standing on and off the isl¬ 
and, and she sent a boat that carried 
one load of Pitcairners to shore. 

These were all rowed boats. There 
was a strong N. W. breeze blowing, 
and from where the ships were anchor¬ 
ed it took, so George Hunn Nobbs 
said later in a letter to a friend, a- 
bout two hours of rowing to reach 
the Kingston jetty. 

It was a showery day, and the new 
arrivals were drenched by the time 
they reached the shore. They were 
greeted there by Captain Denham, 
who ignored the rain,, and by Mr. 
Stewart and his wife. Mr. Stewart 
was an assistant storekeeper left be¬ 
hind in charge of all supplies and other 
assets that the Tasmanian government 


had bequeathed to the Pitcairners. 

His wife had fretted about the wom¬ 
en aboard the Morayshire , and shew¬ 
ed them to a nearby house where 
there was a great fire to warm them, 
and hot tea waiting. 

Lt. Gregorie stayed 
aboard until the last 

When all of the islanders were 
ashore, Lt. Gregorie came ashore 
too. 

By 1 pm they had all landed, and 
the boats were being rowed back to 
the Morayshire to collect their bedd¬ 
ing and ferry it ashore. 

Toward the end of that day they 
assembled in a "large upper room 
in the Military Barracks" where they 
held a service of prayers and thanks¬ 
giving for their safe voyage. They 
slept the night in the same room. 

Rations had been waiting them 
when they arrived; a supply of beef, 
biscuit, tea and sugar for each. 

The island was strange to them 
all. Most of them had never before 
seen a three-storey building, or a! 
windmill, or stone walls, or any 
animal as large as a horse. C V 

Governor Denison had ordered ab¬ 
solute separation of the few reSnain- 
ing Norfolk convicts from the ipit-T.; 
cairners, but Captain DenhanCreaff- 
ized that the prisoners wanted’to 
help the newcomers. Knowing that 
the Herald, and armed ship, was 
nearby, he allowed them to lend a 
hand. They lifted and unloaded 
and carried. In the following days 
they took groups of Pitcairners - 
one prisoner to a group - to show ;. 
them how to plough, how the wind¬ 
mill worked, how to yoke bullocks. 

Men from the Herald also coached 
the new settlers, showing them hosw 
to use the equipment in the black¬ 
smith's shop and introducing them 
to the hard but essential job of saw¬ 
ing logs into timber in the sawpits. 
Norfolk people today, ordering tim¬ 
ber from Irvine's or watching it mill¬ 
ed at one of the machine-powered 


one last night under 
sail In a tossing sea 
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mills today, would have no idea of 
what it was like to be the "pit" man 
at the bottom end of a long handsaw 
in a sawpit. 

The tough, changeable weather 
continued. The boats were able to 
get back and forth to the Morayshire 
only oh Tuesday. Thursday and Fri- 
day'6’f that week. Most of the follow¬ 
ing week the ship had to weigh an¬ 
chor and keep moving. It took over 
two weeks to get all the Pitcairners’ 
goods ashore -- including such senti¬ 
mental relics as the old Bounty kettle, 
cannon and anvil. 

Captain Denham's sur¬ 
veyors weren’t needed 

There were surveyors - "sappers", 
they were called then - on hand 
from the Herald to parcel out the 
island's land according to the Pit¬ 
cairners' wishes. But the heads of 
the families unanimously informed 
Lt. Gregorie that the island was so 
large that they would not want it div¬ 
ided for many years, until their num¬ 
bers grew much greater. They would 
work the fields in common until then. 
Lt. Gregorie, instructed to apportion 
Norfolk as the Pitcairners wishes, 
accepted their decision. He told Cap¬ 
tain Denham that the sappers weren't 
needed. Instead of mapping out 
blocks, they surveyed and mapped 
the Kingston set.lement, and brought 
the old map of the island up to date. 

Meanwhile the Herald crew were 
busy offshore, making soundings, 
and Captain Denham left the island¬ 
ers a copy of a fresh chart he had 
drawn of Norfolk and the surround¬ 
ing waters. 

drawing lots for the 
Island's many houses 

Mr. Stewart gave Frederick Young, 
the Chief Magistrate, keys to all the 
island's houses. Frederick Young al¬ 
so signed a receipt for all the other 
goods left for the Pitcairners on Nor¬ 
folk: livestock, tools, supplies, fur¬ 
niture. bits and pieces of many kinds. 
The heads of families drew lots to 
see who would have which houses, 
and cheerfully accepted what fell 
theirs, although there was a consider¬ 
able difference from one house to 
another. 

There were 12 officers' houses, 10 
of stone, with from four to eight 
rooms each. There were 33 other 
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houses - 27 of stone - of two to four 
rooms each, not counting kitchens. 

There were four officers' quarters 
buildings inside the walls of the 
barracks. There was a house with 
three rooms and a kitchen, 6f .stone, 
out at the windmill. The Engineers' 
office had four rooms. There were 
much larger buildings at Kingston, 
including not only the grim old gaol 
building (now disappeared but for the 
walls around the yard), but Govern¬ 
ment House as well, and the build¬ 
ings near the pier, and a ten-room 
hospital. 

In the Military Barracks there was 
accommodation for 250 soldiers. 

At the watermill, in addition to 
the milling rooms, there were two 
rooms for the miller to live in. 

There was a dairy hut with four 
rooms, and a roofed-over yard for 
milking. 

At Cascades there was a two-room 
storehouse of stone near die pier, 
and a number of dilapidated weather¬ 
board houses nearby. 

At Longridge there was a stone 
house and five weather-board houses, 
of four to seven rooms each; and 
ten farm buildings including two 
stone barns, and a 12-stall stone 
stable, now in ruins under the big 
banyan tree. 


"the respect and es¬ 
teem of the community" 


The Juno arrived while the Pit¬ 
cairners were still unloading, with 
the islanders* champion and friend 
Capt. Stephen G. Fremantle in com¬ 
mand. They gave him a letter to 
take back to Sydney. It read: 

Norfolk Island 
June 24, 1856 
Sir, 

It is with great pleasure that we, 
the late inhabitants of Pitcairn's Isl¬ 
and, inform you of the very kind 
judicious management in which 
our affairs were conducted by Lieu¬ 
tenant Gregorie. 

More tact and sound judgment 
cannot be shown by any one; and we 
feel ourselves bound, in justice to 
him, to say that but for the very 
great care and attention which he 
showed us while on the passage, 
many of our number would not now 
be enjoying the sound state of budily 
health which it is our blessed privi¬ 
lege now to do. 

It was under his personal superin¬ 
tendence that our goods were all 
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MAN OF THREE MUTINIES 
ON H.M.S. "BOUNTY", IN ENG¬ 
LAND AND IN N.S.W. CAPTAIN 
WILLIAM BLIGH WAS INVOLVED 
IN MUTINIES BY MEN WHO HAD 
BEEN PUSHED FARTHER THAN 
THEY WERE WILLING TO ACCEPT. 


safely embarked at Pitcairn's Island, 
and safely landed at this place again. 
Suffice it to say that he possesses the 
respect and esteem of the whole of 
our community. 

With sentiments of respect, we 
beg to subscribe ourselves, 

Yours, &c. 

Frederick Young, Magistrate 
Isaac Christian) councillors 
John Adams ) 

Captain S. G. Fremantle, &c. 

By June 26th the Morayshire had 
landed all the Pitcairner? and their 
household possessions, and had taken 
aboard the last few persons from the 
old prison settlement. Captain Math¬ 
ers waved goodbye, the anchor' 
was winched up, and off she sailed 
for Tasmania. The Herald, Capt. 
Denham aboard, also sailed late 
that afternoon. 

Several men from the Juno s tayed 
: at Norfolk for three or four days af¬ 
terward, showing the islanders what 
they could about tbe.use and main¬ 
tenance of various kinds of machin¬ 
ery. . Then they and Lt, Gregorie 
said farewell to the Pitcairn settlers, 
boarded the Juno with Capt. Fre¬ 
mantle, and sailed away. None of 
them ever seems to have returned 
again, though they must have wish¬ 
ed they could. 

And so the islanders were left 
alone on Norfolk, their new home, 

121 years ago. 
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PROGRAMME of EVENTS 
ANNIVERSARY DAY, JUNE 8th 


9. 00am Assemble at Kingston Pier. 

9.15 - Landing at Pier enactment. 

9.30 Landing Party (played by de¬ 
scendants of the original sett¬ 
lers) met by Mr. & Mrs. Stew¬ 
art (played by Bis Hon. the 
Administrator and Mrs. O'Leary) 
and Captain Denham (played 
by Cr. William Blucher). 

10. 00 Procession leaves for Cenotaph. 

AT CENOTAPH 

Senator the Honourable R. G. Withers and 
Mrs. Withers and the Honourable The 
Attorney-General Mr. R. J. Ellicott, 

Q. C. and Mrs. Ellicott arrive at the 
Cenotaph. The Minister will be met 
by His Honour the Administrator. 

National Anthem 

Mr. George Adams, President of 
Anniversary Day Celebrations Com¬ 
mittee will be presented to Minister. 

The Minister, die Attorney-General 
and the Administrator will place 
wreaths on the Cenotaph. 

Laying of Wreath: Mrs. Ben (Aunt 
Nin) Christian and any who wish to 
do so. Procession then leaves for the 
Cfemetery. 


AT CEMETERY 

Hymn "In the Sweet Bye and Bye". 
Prayer of John Adams read by Mrs. 

Pat (Ma) Adams. 

Laying of wreath: Mrs. Steve (Aunt 
Gran) Quintal. 

Hymn "Let the Lower Lights be Burn¬ 
ing". 

Laying of wreath: Mrs. Ma Nobbie 
Buffett. 

Laying of wreath: Norfolk Island 
League Representative. 

The Lord's Prayer. 

Benediction: Mr. Roy Nobbs. 

Pitcairn Anthem. 

Wreaths will be placed on ances* 
tors' graves by descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Islanders during the singing of 
hymns. 

Those in uniform and old fashioned 
clothing may proceed to Government 
House. 

AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
Families in old fashioned clothing 
to be judged at Government House. 

The Minister will present the prize 
to the winner or winners. 


BOUNTY PICNIC 

Site as announced at 8. 00 am 
over local broadcast. 

12.30 pm - Minister and Mrs. Wi¬ 
thers and Attorney-General and 
Mrs. Ellicott arrive at the Island 
picnic where they are met by the 
Administrator who will present the 
President of Committees to them. 
The President of Committees will 
welcome them on behalf of the 
Councillors and the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island. The Minister and the 
Attorney-General reply. 

1.00 p.m. - Grace will be sung be¬ 
fore lunch. 

Cricket will be played during the 
afternoon - "Bounty Boys -v- All¬ 
comers". 


BOUNTY BALL - RAWSON HALL 
8 . 00 pm - The Minister and Mrs. 
Withers and the Attorney-General 
and Mrs. Ellicott will arrive at Raw- 
son Hall. They will be met by the 
Administrator and the President of 
Committees. 

The National Anthem will be play¬ 
ed. 

8 . 30 pm - Parade of those in cos¬ 
tume. 

Hymns - "Ship of Fame" 

"In die Sweet Bye and Bye” 
"Oakleigh" - verses sung 
by Norfolk children 
"Gethsemane" 

Benediction: Mr. Roy Nobbs 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes on inexpensive 
dish, usually $1 or $1. 50, and a beautiful array of 
hot and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a s"morgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY H ousi e; 
WEDNESDAY Sin ga Ion g with Sharon; THURSDAY Sou th Pacific 
Island Dinner and dance to ” Toofey"; FRIDAY "Disco 
Night"; SATURDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak 
for only $5.75; SUNDAY dinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you’ll want to return. 


From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 

P Fish.. .fish in coconut milk.. .banana, pumpkin and kumera 
ilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice... Island- 
style pot roast.. . baked chicken... guava, banana and_—■ 
? passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- 

prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small ' ^ 

restaurant with a beautiful view 




/ across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN THE T AH IT LAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK CUISINE 


n pen every night, dinner $4 except for the famous 

g iland Baked Dinner on Thursdays ($8) and a family 
smorgasbord-plus-a-film Wednesdays and Sun¬ 
days ($5). Also serving luncheon, $2, from 
12.30 to 1.45 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. _.3 : ? v:- 

JUST A MINUTE’S WALK - / 

UP NEW CASCADE ROAD ^ 

FROM THE POST OFFICE jL,' 

RTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 

TELEPHONE 2185 COMFORTABLY IN ^ 

ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 


m 



Norfolk 

NORFOLK ISLAND HAS ATTRACTED 
unusual characters - strong, indepen¬ 
dent, adventurous people. Outstand- 



LIVING 

her close contact with Holland by 
acting as r? Ambassadress-at-Large. 
She visited Queen Juliana and later 


ing among them In Meta Klenhuize- 
Bloc. Her life story has elements as 
fascinating as Jennie Jerome's, Lill¬ 
ian Heilman's or Jackie O's. Some 
women have-a penchant for being on 
centre stage in history's play of events 
and Meta happens to be one of these 
ladies. 

Born Meta Bloc in Amsterdam. Hol¬ 
land, she was the eldest daughter of an 
international banker and an elegant, 
patrician woman. She and her sister 
(who later died tragically in a con¬ 
centration camp) were fashionably 
and properly brought up. They were 
both pupils of Gustav Mahler, the Bo¬ 
hemian composer and conductor, and 
studied counterpoint under the fam¬ 
ous Max Reger, the German composer. 


It was difficult for Adolph as he was 
not a citizen but through a cousin in 
Sydney a permit was arranged for 
and they got out the very day Ger¬ 
many took Austria over. Once in 
Holland there was no trouble and 
they were able to spend three months 
there before migrating to Australia 
in 1938. The cousin had arranged 
papers for them to enter the country. 

It was a difficult time and not 
easy to adjust to. Many of Adolf 
Rudner's friends were also able to mi¬ 
grate to Australia but none of them 
could get positions. They were will¬ 
ing to do anything - dishwashing in¬ 
cluded. They didn't want to go to 
the labour camps. 


sent her a painting by Namatijira, 
the well-known Aboriginal artist. 

In the early sixties, several years 
after Adolph's death, Meta married 
an "Old China Hand”. She had 
known Iohn Kienhuize for many years 
as he was a school friend of her cous¬ 
in. He was known affectionately as 
"John, die great gentleman"., John 
was Dutch too but had lived in China 
for 35 years and at the time of their 
marriage was director of a large im - 
porting house in Sydney. (It was 
John's uncle who had discovered 
Lalique in Paris and encouraged 
him to press on with his artistic pur - 
suits.) 

About nine years ago John brought 
Meta to Norfolk. John loved the isl- 


Meta's tertiary education was com- 


and and asked Meta if she could be 


pleted at Leyden University in Holland 
and at Delft where she studied Sanscrit. 

Her father, very much a man of the 
world, was living with his family in 
Berlin when the first World War broke 
out. "He packed up the champagne 
and we went back to Holland," says 
Meta. As Holland was neutral Meta 
acted as liason officer between Queen 
Wilhelmenla- and die German Embassy 
at The Hague during the war. She 
combined this work with her univer¬ 
sity studies at Leyden at night. 

When the war was over Meta be¬ 
came engaged to a well-known scien¬ 
tist. As one last fling before settling 
down to married life she went on a 
holiday to "say goodbye to Germany". 
Instead* it was "bullo again" to Ger¬ 
many as she met and fell madly in 
love with Adolph Ruther. He was a 
charmer and it was love at first sight. 
He was a successful clothing manu¬ 
facturer, well-known in the European 
high couturier world. "He was at 
home in rhe hotels of the world, * 

Meta reminisced. They were marr¬ 
ied two weeks later. Her father was 
furious but chartered a plane to come 



Eventually the tide turned, the 
War ended and Adolph and an old 
friend, Dr. Werner Krebs, became 


happy here. "If 1 have something 
to do, yes.' " So, they packed up 
their lovely treasures of Chinese an-' 
tiques. Persian carpets, original 
paintings, Japanese ceramics and 
antique silver, left their home in 
Bellevue Hill in the Eastern Suburbs 
of Sydney and established themselves 
in Norfolk. 

With John's business acumen and 
contacts and Meta's knowledge of 
jewels and beautiful things they 
opened Casa Nii, a most remarkable 
establishment specialising in Peking 
jewellery, Chinese jade, Burmese 
rubies, Columbian emeralds, Nor¬ 
wegian silver and Furrer-Jacot rings 
from Switzerland. 

"John was happy at Norfolk. He 
loved the business and had many 
friends here. He died two years ago 
and is greatly missed. We had 17 
years together," Meta says. One 
can tell she is lonely. 

Now, Meta, who gave long testi¬ 
mony at the Royal Commission's hear¬ 
ings, is waiting as we all are to know 
what Norfolk's future will be. She is 
thrilled that it Seems almost all of 


to the wedding. Her bridal dress was 
flown in from Brus sels. 

Hitler's invasion of Australia was 
the' beginning of bad trouble in Eur¬ 
ope, and Adolph and Meta with their 
daughter, Vera, tried to get back 
to Holland as quickly as possible. 


partners and began the " House of 
Fashion" which became a success¬ 
ful manufacturing enterprise. Dur¬ 
ing their years in Sydney Meta and 
Adolph helped in the founding of 
Muslca Viva and were active in the 
Elizabethan Trust. Meta continued 


the island is united in its feelings 
and hopes Norfolk will be left alone 
to work out its own problems. 

At almost 80, Meta has lost none 
of her proclivity for being in fascina¬ 
ting places when events are swirling 
about her. 


7he NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / June 1977 


34 




a 

little 

chat 

with 

Helen 


HELEN PAYNE 


CREOLE FRENCH DRESSING 
6 tablespoons salad oil 
1 cup ketchup 

i teasp. Worcestershire sauce 
1 table, vinegar 
1 tables, lemon juice 
4 drops Tobasco sauce 
1 teasp. salt 
1 teasp. sugar 
i teasp. pepper 
i teasp. dry mustard 
Measure ingredients into jar in order 
given. Cover and shake well and 
chill. Shake well again before serv¬ 
ing. Makes about 1 cup. 


CHOKO & 1UNA NEWBURG 
1 young choko per person 
1 3^ oz. tin tuna serves 4 people 
i pint creamy white sauce 
1 egg yolk 
1 wine glass sherry 
Cut chokos in half lengthwise and 
boil until just tender. Strain. Make 
a creamy white sauce, pour over 
beaten egg yolk, return to saucepan. 
Add sherry and cook 1 minute, but 
do not allow to boil after egg is add¬ 
ed. 

Open one tin tuna, flake into pieces 
and add to sauce. Pile onto halved 
chokos and serve with fingers of hot 
buttered toast. 


DANISH STEAK 
1 | lb. rump steak 

1 finely chopped onion 

2 or 3 oz. butter or margarine 
i cup white wine or sherry 

1 teasp. each tomato and Worcester¬ 
shire sauce 
Paprika, salt, pepper 
1 tables, capers 
little chopped chives 
Grill rump steak and cut into serv¬ 
ing portions and place in die follow¬ 


ing sauce. 

Melt butter or margarine in pan, 
add onion and cook until soft. 

Pour in wine and sauces. Add season¬ 
ing of salt, pepper and paprika. Fold 
in the capers.. Mix and heat well. 
Baste the meat well in the sauce and 
serve with a little chopped chives. 

BANANAS IN WINE 

4 oz. butter or margarine 

5 bananas 

1 glass Sauterne 


3 tablesp. sugar 
Powdered cinnamon 
Let the bananas fry in butter until 
brown, care being taken not to break 
diem when turning over. Sprinkle 
with the sugar, which should be allow¬ 
ed to caramelize without burning, 
which would give them a bitter taste*, 
then put in the wine and sprinkle gen¬ 
erously with the powdered cinnamon. 
Cover and allow to simmer slowly 
for a few seconds. 



IF WE HAD planted nasturtiums next 
to our cabbages we hnight not have 
had to face such a disastrous looking 
garden after our little break in Syd¬ 
ney. Thanks to an article sent to us 
by Helen McCoy about companion 
planting we are fired up with enthus¬ 
iasm again. (It is claimed that nas¬ 
turtiums prevent aphides because of 
their orange colour.) 

Dr. E. Pfeiffer, working in the 
Bio-Dynamic gardens.in the U.S.A. 
foiled that "not only the health of 
the plant improved with correct asso¬ 
ciations but that the taste of the 
produce and the health of the con¬ 
sumer improved." 

The idea of inter-mixing plants 
pests like with ones they don't fits 
our "natural" or organic gardening 
philosophy. Not having convict 
women to pick off the grubs from 
cabbage plants as they had in the 
First Settlement on Norfolk, disbe¬ 
lieving in the use of most commer¬ 
cial fertilizers, we are interested in 
companion planting. Some sugges¬ 
tions from the Soil and Health Jour¬ 
nal are: 

- With apple trees plant chives 
and nasturtium. 

- Next to asparagus plant parsley, 
tomatoes and mulch with seaweed. 

- Plant carrots and beans inter¬ 
mingled or beans and cucumbers. 

-Cabbages, cauliflower, broc¬ 
coli, sprouts do well planted amidst 
potatoes and dill. 

- Rosemary and sage repel carrot 
fly so put them near your carrots. 

- Alternate rows of leeks and 
celery. 

- Chives are especially good at 
repelling insects anywhere but es¬ 
pecially near fruit trees and roses. 

- Guava is excellent in deterring 
bugs on citrus trees. 

- Plant egg plant and beans to¬ 
gether. 


- Garlic is good to plant almost 
anywhere but especially near nut 
trees, fruit trees and vegetables. 

- Grapevines like to be near mari¬ 
gold. nasturtium and mulberry. 

- Lettuce and strawberries are 
good companions. 

- Abo carrots, radishes and lettuce. 

- Melons and radishes. 

- Peas and early potatoes planted 

in alternate rows or peas with radishes, 
carrots, cucumbers, beans or turnips. 

- Potatoes also like being near nas¬ 
turtiums and egg plant. 

- Pumpkin doesn't like being near 
potatoes but does well with com. ' 

- Spinach and strawberries are 
good partners. Strawberries also 
like to be near borage. 

- Tomatoes thrive next to aspara¬ 
gus, parsley, basil, nasturtium but 
hate fennel and potatoes. 

-Turnips do well with peas, not 
with mustard. 

• 

With the Royal Agricultural Show 
not too far off, why not try compet¬ 
ing in the herb section but while 
your herbs are growing, let diem 
benefit other plants at the same time. 
From a Newsletter issued by the Or¬ 
ganic Gardening and Farming Socie¬ 
ty of Tasmania here are a few sugges¬ 
tions: 

- Basil keeps diseases and pests 
from tomatoes and flies and mosqui¬ 
tos from barbeque areas. 

- Fennel is hated by fleas. Grow 
near horses paddock. 

- Horseradish prevents potato bug. 

- Garlic repels beetles and eel- 
worms. 

- Mint discourages rats, mice and 
flies. 

- Oregano keeps bettles away if 
planted near cucumbers. 

Doesn't this give you some encour¬ 
agement? 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / June 1977 



UuieJhmlU«Jftoi 


It SEEtyS. very strange tp have the 
house so.flui,et and peaceful - thought 
I'd make.ttie most of it and take the 
opportunity to let you know what's 
been happening here on the Island 
over the past few weeks. 

Now that the school holidays are 
over the rain has gone and the sun 
has come from behind the clouds! 

We always seem to be talking about 
the weather but over here it's so im¬ 
portant, and we've had such a dry 
spell that the cattle have been dy¬ 
ing through lack of feed. But now 
Norfolk looks really beautiful, so 
clean, green and fresh. I think 
even the cattle are smiling, although 
after the first week of the holidays 
mothers' smiles were gradually fad¬ 
ing away as the rain kept coming 
down! It's very hard, isn't it, to 
keep children, especially the young¬ 
er ones, amused during die wet 
weather. 

Ever had old family friends "pop 
in" unexpectedly? What a lovely 
surprise I received the other day. A 
rental car came in over the cattle- 
stop - 1 didn't take much notice - I 
thought it was probably a tourist want¬ 
ing to know how to get to Burnt Pine 
to I continued with what I was doing 
intll 1 heard footsteps coming up to 
die door. Imagine my surprise when 
realized they were very good faro- 
,ly friends - we all went to the same 
rhurch and their daughter and my sis¬ 
ter grew up together, going to the 
ame school and having much fun in 
he church basketball team. It was 
ovely to spend an evening reminisc- 
ng and hearing what this person was 
tow doing and how many children 
mother one now had. Mt. & Mrs. 
Williams said what a difference it 
nade to their holiday being able to 
isit different ones. They surprised 
ohn & Judy Boucher too - they also 
ised to live in Glen Waverley in 
/lelboume. 

Another delightful evening spent 
luring the month was listening to the 
ianukau Youth Orchestra in Rawson 
tall. 1 think the Arts Council is to 
e congratulated in co-ordinating this 
isit which gave so much pleasure to 
o many people on the Island, not 
nly from the stage but I believe those 
ho billetted the children, or I should 
ay, young people, thoroughly enjoy- 
d their company. The ages of the 
layers ranged from 13 - a cello play¬ 


er - to 19. I noticed the chaps play¬ 
ing the percussion instruments wouldn’t 
own up to their ages! The leader of 
the orchestra was Mark Bartlett, an 18 
year old, who has been playing the 
violin since he was 12. He actually 
conducted the orchestra for one of the 
items whilst the conductor, Mr. Eric 
Craig, played the solo. Some of the 
items played on the first night inclu¬ 
ded the Rosamunde Overture by Schu¬ 
bert, Handel's Concerto in B Flat for 
piano with young Yvonne Muller as 
soloist, and a selection from "Fiddler 
on the Roof" which was very well re¬ 
ceived indeed. An item played after 
interval which was particularly 
appealing was a short item com¬ 
posed by Le Roy Anderson called 
"The Blue Bells of Scotland", a 
tune which featured the violin, 
flute and clarinet - very pretty in¬ 
deed. The first evening conclud¬ 
ed with Offenbach's "Orpheus in the 
Underworld". However the audience 
was very unwilling to leave and the 
orchestra played several mote tunes 
and finally concluded with “The 
Ship of Fame". 

It was a most enjoyable evening. 
Two of the orchestra members felt 
that on the Saturday night was the 
best they had ever played together. 
The orchestra meets each Tuesday 
evening for two hours and has been 
meeting in this way for two years. 
Their enthusiasm and enjoyment in 
playing they said had a great deal 
to do with the enthusiasm of their 
conductor, Eric Craig. They had 
even enjoyed the full day of rehears¬ 
ing before they came to Norfolk. 

Mr. Craig, who was accompanied 
by his wife Moyna, nee Christian, 
and daughter Zena, is very much 
involved in music and is a member 
of the Itinerant Scheme of the Edu¬ 
cation Department. This involves 
visiting different schools on differ¬ 
ent days in the Manukau district to 
give violin and viola lessons to 
groups of students. He is also con¬ 
ductor of the Auckland Primary and 
Intermediate S chools Orchestra and 
Auckland Administrator for the Edu¬ 
cation Department’s New Zealand 
National Secondary Schools Orches¬ 
tra. 

The visit of the orchestra was so 
much enjoyed here and their per¬ 
formances so well attended that the 
President of the Arts Council, Mr. 


Ned Lenthall, was able to present 
a cheque of $1, 000 to Eric Craig to 
offset some of the costs incurred by 
the orchestra in coming to Norfolk - 
each member had paid his own air 
fare. 

The generosity of the Norfolk 
Island community was once again 
expressed on Monday 23rd May 
when the Lions Club conducted a 
radiothon for their "Save Sight" 
campaign. Mr. Chris Frend, whom 
Lions President Bruce Cree had met 
at a Lions Convention in Adelaide, 
visited Norfolk specially for the 
Appeal. Mr. Frend is from the Roy¬ 
al Society for the Blind in England 
and very closely associated with the 
organising of the Eye Camps in India 
and Pakistan. A total amount of 
just over $2, 000 was raised during 
the day and over the wireless Mr. 
Frend explained just how this mon¬ 
ey was to be spent. It cost $250 to 
set up and conduct a three week 
eye camp in an Indian village. The 
Lions Clubs in India would arrange 
for posters to be displayed in a part¬ 
icular outlying village to advertise 
the camp so that those who lived 
some distance would have opportun¬ 
ity to reach die village in time. Then 
again local Lions would arrive at the 
village before the doctor and his 
technicians and set up a make-shift 
operating theatre, possibly in the 
hall of the mud brick school bouse. 
The pharmacy would consist of a 
trestle table in the village square 
and Lions' ladies would be busy in 
a tent preparing food to feed the 
voluntary workers, the doctor and 
his assistants. Mr. Frend accompan¬ 
ied one doctor on such a trip and was 
amazed that this doctor performed 
77 cataract operations in one day, 
his only light being a torch held be¬ 
tween his teeth. Mr. Frend said the 
World Health Organisation estimated 
that 55, 000 pre-school children 
would become blind by the end of 
this year through lack of Vitamin A. 
This figure could be lowered by pro¬ 
viding the children with the vitamin 
supplement they required - this cost 
only 14 cents per child. All the 
money raised on Norfolk Island would 
be used in actually operating eight of 
these camps. As all the work was 
voluntary none of the money would 
be required for administrative costs. 
It's marvellous, isn't it, to think 
that one’s donation can help restore 
a person's sight and perhaps prevent 
a young child from going blind. In 
the months to come this community 
will receive a report as to just how 
the money was spent, how many 
were able to have their sight restored 
and how many children were treated. 
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letter to the editor,, 

Dear Sir, 

I am a post-graduate research stu¬ 
dent at the Department of Govern¬ 
ment, Sydney University. As my 
research concerns AustraUan bureau¬ 
cratic and decision-making systems, 

I have taken a great deal of interest 
in the deliberations of the Nimmo 
Report on the affairs of Norfolk Island, 
and more particularly the reaction 
and opposition to that Royal Commi¬ 
ssion as evidenced in your Norfolk 
Island News. 

My interest, more particularly, 
is the following. In recent years, a 
lar ge theoretical school of political 
scientists has grown which proclaims 
that the present nation-state system, 
as we know it, is in a state of decay 
and imminent collapse. Many wri¬ 
ters see this collapse springing from 
the fact that nations can no longer 
hold together and legislate for minor¬ 
ity groups which require - perforce of 
their special local circumstances - 
special governmental consideration. 
While 1 can think of many instances 
where nations have realized these po¬ 
tentially destructive and divisive con¬ 
flicts of local, regional or even nation¬ 
al interest and have sought to decen¬ 
tralize power (Scotland from the U. K. 
for instance), the case of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and interests me because of the overt 
bids made by the Australian Govern¬ 
ment to centralize power at the ex¬ 
pense of a seemingly unified and dis- * 
erect "island life style”. 

How justified the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment and the Nimmo Report would 
be in recommending and actualizing 
this takeover, to my mind, seems to 
hinge on a number of questions. 

I refer specifically to your publica¬ 
tion (dated January, 1917) which fea¬ 
tures a long address by Councillor 
Blucher. 

Firstly, on the question of the 
Island's unity. The Norfolk Island 
News stated that on December 16th, 

1976, "most of them (councillors) 
felt that Norfolk had never expressed 
such nearly unanimous feelings on an 
Island issue". Much of Cr. Blucher's 
address went on to imply that a Nor¬ 
folk Island "way of life" exists and 
has sprung from historical circum¬ 
stance. the island's beauty, "a semi- 
tropical climate and die good soil" 

(p. 12). Yet the Nimmo Report is 
very emphatic about the marked ab¬ 
sence of a sense of community and 
the apparent divisive ness and faction¬ 
alism among Islanders (especially 
Chtr. 9 and page 362 of Nimmo Re¬ 
port). Can you help me with this con¬ 
tradiction? Are the Islanders so divid¬ 


ed as Nimmo points out, or, as cohe¬ 
sive, as some councillors maintain? Or, 
has the publication and debate about 
the Royal Commission's findings brought 
to the surface a public consensus which 
was latent and not seen in the investi¬ 
gations? 

Second, on the matter of costs to 
Australia. The Nimmo Report main¬ 
tains the "overall financial burden is 
clearly being borne by mainland 
Australia and no one else... (and)... 

It is Australia's choice, not theirs, 
to continue to pay for the susten¬ 
ance of Norfolk Island", (pp. 339- 
340). Cr. Blucher attempts to des¬ 
troy this "economic burden" thesis 
(evidenced as the major flaw which 
runs throughout Nimmo’s 74 recom¬ 
mendations. re. p. 9). Cr. Blucher's 
argument rests on a number of points, 
which you may be able to clarify. 
Firstly, he skillfully argues that the 
financial calculations of the Nimmo 
Report are incorrect, that is, instead 
of $2. 6 million, as originally esti¬ 
mated, the figure is only $1,282 , 7 00 
per year. Throughout his speech, 
the councillor does not deny that Nor¬ 
folk Island is only "largely self-sup- 
porting*(e.g. P.13, P.34), and fur¬ 
thermore, that continued reliance 
on Australia is both welcome and 
necessary (12, p. 35). But does it 
not appear implausible to use the 
analogy of Australia’s pre-1901 con¬ 
stitutional relationship with Britain 
while forgetting that such a colonial 
nexus was one of cost and thus when 
Cr. Blucher argues that "We are glad 
to have Australia represent us in 
many countries of the world without 
asking us to pay just as England repre¬ 
sented Australia in many countries of 
the world without asking Australia to 
pay"(p. 12), he may be forgetting the 
fact that whereas Australia provided 
important sources of wealth to the 
British Empire (for which the Empire 
gladly represented Australian inter¬ 
ests largely as their own), Norfolk 
Island does no such thing for the Aust¬ 
ralian Commonwealth in 1977. Is 
this fair criticism? In other words is 
Norfolk Island a justifiable expendi¬ 
ture from the point of view of the 
Australian taxpayer? 

Finally, on the future growth of 
Norfolk Island. The Nimmo Report 
is largely dedicated to the view that 
given (predicted) rapidly expanding 
population and tourist trade, the 
Island's present facilities, laws, ser¬ 
vices, hospitals, schools, transport 
etc. are inadequate. In other words 
the intent appears to be a distrust 
that the Island will keep apace of a 
growing population with improvements 
in services. Again, in contrast, Cr. 
Blucher maintains that given an un¬ 


diminished independant status these 
improvements will be initiated by the 
Norfolk Islanders themselves. For in¬ 
stance, Cr. Blucher says that Norfolk 
Island will never need a "super-jet 
airport... if we are to have any con¬ 
trol over tourism" (p. 32). But how 
much control does or will the Coun¬ 
cil and/or Norfolk Islanders have over 
the general rise in population and tour¬ 
ism? Does the council plan for limit¬ 
ing the Island's growth or maximum 
limits of expansion? 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian K. Babington. B. A. 

(hons.) 

...and a reply 

Dear Mr. Babington, 

You ask whether Norfolk is as 
divided as Judge Nimmo says. It 
is never possible to be certain how 
the whole of a community feels a- 
bout anything, on any particular 
day. The Council has asked again 
and again that a referendum be held 
to find out what the majority of resi¬ 
dents believe about the Nimmo Re¬ 
port, but so far this has been refused 
by the administering authorities in 
Canberra. 

But in lieu of a referendum, electors 
on the Island have signed solemn dec¬ 
larations. This is reported on page 9. 

Like any community Norfolk 
Island has vocal gossips, and if one ' 
listens to several of them in a day 
one might conclude that Norfolk 
is riddled with dissent and divisive¬ 
ness. Perhaps Judge Nimmo formed' 
his impression in such a way. The 
signed declarations (in which about 
68 $ of the total electoral roll ex¬ 
pressed support for separate status) 
would seem to indicate an extreme¬ 
ly strong consensus of opinion on 
this basic question facing the Island. 

You ask if Norfolk is a justifiable 
expense for Australian taxpayers. 

The Report states (incorrectly) that 
the island is a heavy financial burden. 
However it does not then proceed to 
consider how the burden can be re¬ 
duced best; it skips to the political 
notion that because the burden is 
great, the island's residents should 
not be allowed any say in determin¬ 
ing their future political status. 

In a logical consideration of Nor¬ 
folk’s costs there are some questions 
that Australia should ask, and should 
get answered reliably. They include: 
(a) What are the items of cost asso¬ 
ciated with Norfolk Island? (b) Which 
of these items are necessary and irre¬ 
ducible? (c) Which can be reduced 
or deferred? (d) What form of gov¬ 
ernmental system will result in die 
lowest over-all cost to Australia? 
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In seeking reliable answers to these 
questions, several facts should be 
considered, including these: 

1. Cr. Blucher did not say that 
the Nimmo Report figure of $2. 5M 
annually should be corrected to 
$1,252,7OQ He said that in the list 
of costs Judge Nimmo relied on, 
three items alone, amounting to 
over half the total, were totally in¬ 
applicable to Norfolk’s sustenance. 

Of. the remainder, almost every item 
has been partly or wholly disputed by 
Council. If Australia spent nothing 
whatsoever on Norfolk die commun¬ 
ity would not collapse, although a 
number of Commonwealth employ¬ 
ees here might wish to be transferr¬ 
ed elsewhere in order to maintain 
their public service positions. 

2. The Council believes that 
Norfolk can and should be self- 
supporting. The Commonwealth ap¬ 
pears to have its own good reasons 
for wanting to finance some matters 
related to Norfolk, and this expendi¬ 
ture is beneficial to the island. (Ex¬ 
amples: paying the salary and expen¬ 
ses of three Commonwealth repre¬ 
sentatives in the island administra¬ 
tion; the maintenance of the airport; 
the first-class restoration of the Com¬ 
monwealth’s historic buildings here.) 
Apart from such expenditures, the 
Council believes Norfolk can keep 
island costs in line with island reven¬ 
ues^ there is local control over both 
revenues and costs. The Nimmo Re¬ 
port, however, proposes that the band 
of most important executive decisions 
and policies should be transferred to 
public service departments in Can¬ 
berra. Anyone with an understand¬ 
ing of human nature and of bureau¬ 
cracy will surely conclude that Nor¬ 
folk Island will cost much more if 
the spending is done by non-elected 
people in a bureaucratic maze 2, 000 
km away than it will if the spending 
is done by locally-elected persons who 
must tax the local community to 
raise the necessary money. 

3. While the word "justifiable" 
involves judgments and perhaps emo¬ 
tions, the Nimmo Report makes no 
mention of a number of aspects of 
Norfolk Island that have value and 
importance for Australia, The island 
earns a useful amount of foreign ex¬ 
change by attracting tourists from 
New Zealand and New Caledonia. It 
reduces foreign exchange outflow by 
providing an overseas holiday for 
Australians who might otherwise be 
converting Australian dollars in Singa¬ 
pore, New Zealand, New Caledonia, 

Fiji or Honolulu: It is a good custo¬ 
mer for many Australian businesses. 

It occupies a significant geographic 
position in the Pacific that for defense 
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(as well as meteorological) reasons 
Australia would far rather control 
than have controlled by a foreign 
country. It includes a priceless 
Georgian village from the days of 
the First Fleet, which is of immense 
historical importance to Australia. 

Norfolk Island's worth to Australia 
is not readily quantified, but the 
Nimmo Report's first recommenda¬ 
tion - that Norfolk is such a heavy 
burden that perhaps it should be aban¬ 
doned by Australia - was so nonsensi¬ 
cal as to have been embarrassing. If 
L.J. Hooker were to announce an 
auction sale in which Norfolk Island 
(tenanted) were to be sold to the 
highest-bidding country. Australia 
would no doubt wish to place a re¬ 
serve price on the sale. What would 
the reserve price be ? $50M? $100M? 
The answer, of course, is that Aust¬ 
ralia would not offer Norfolk at auc¬ 
tion: it would be unacceptable at any 
price to have the island become, say, 
Russian territory. From these musings 
an undeniable fact emerges: Australia 
is stuck with Norfolk Island. 

The Nimmo Report proposes an arti¬ 
ficial, inefficient and in some ways 
brutal fiction for dealing with the situa¬ 
tion: pretend that Norfolk is a shire 
on the mainland, and for the nor¬ 
mal county, regional and State 
governmental authorities, substitute 
Canberra departments. This propo¬ 
sal sweeps under the carpet the Pit¬ 
cairn race and its historical rights 
and traditions in the island; it al¬ 
most totally separates policy forma¬ 
tion and fiscal authority from elec¬ 
toral accountability; and in the 
light of solemn declarations signed 
by an overwhelming majority of the 
island's electors, it violates Aust¬ 
ralia's covenant (in the U. N. effect¬ 
ive in 1976) that "All peoples have 
the right of self-determination. By 
virtue of that right they freely de¬ 
termine their political status... 

The provisions of the present Cov¬ 
enant shall extend to all parts of 
federal States without any limita¬ 
tions or exceptions. " 

You raised a third question, which 
is whether the Council plans to con¬ 
trol the island’s population and tour¬ 
ist growth. The answer is yes, in 
policies proposed long before the 
Nimmo Report. Such controls are 
recognised as essential by anyone 
who studies the island. There is a 
significant difference, however, be¬ 
tween the controls proposed by Coun¬ 
cil and those proposed by the Nimmo 
Report. The Council proposes a popu¬ 
lation limit of 2, 000 and a tourist 
bed limit of 1, 000, subject to review 
periodically and to modification in 
future years if circumstances require 
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altered policies. The Nimmo Report 
proposes similar limits, but recom¬ 
mends that they should be eternal 
and unalterable, which is of course 
.contrary to elemental principles of 
good government.^ ^ 

Early in your letter you mention a 
school of political science thinking 
that sees the centralised nation¬ 
state as decadent. 

Fundamental institutions in large 
western nation-states are in serious 
structural difficulty. The powerful 
social force of the church has with¬ 
ered greatly. Behavioural discipline 
within the-family has crumbled con¬ 
siderably. Advertising, television, 
psychedelic drugs and rock music 
have encouraged a "me, now” view 
of life. The monetary system is 
under very severe strain. In the 
circumstances many government 
leaders feeL' as if they are trying to 
build with flocks made of sand. 

/ Norfolk Island has a social struc¬ 
ture with different institutions. 

Money, beyond a certain minimal 
level, isn’t very important. Person¬ 
al advancement up through a com¬ 
plex set of layer? of social position 
is not possible, and so is not import¬ 
ant. Family relationships exert a 
strong force on each person’s life. 
There is no TV, advertising is per¬ 
haps 5 ”lc of what it is in large cities, 
and drug use is minor. With few 
exceptions everyone must do a con¬ 
siderable amount of plain physical 
labour. Life is composed mainly 
of direct dealings between persons, 
and individual activities which are 
directly and understandably related 
to one's daily needs. Large govern¬ 
ment, large corporations, large 
unions and large masses of people 
have virtually no impact on the in¬ 
dividual at all, because they are not 
necessary and do not exist. 

You are of course correct in ob¬ 
serving that the Nimmo Report's 
proposal to centralise Norfolk’s gov¬ 
ernment, at the expense of the isl¬ 
and's traditional social systems, is 
contrary to the broad trend of events 
in the western world. What may be 
much more important is that Nor¬ 
folk offers one of the few working 
models of a largely pre-industrial 
society which nonetheless earns 
and enjoys an advanced level of hu¬ 
man civilisation. This state of 
affairs is worth preserving simply 
as a refreshing antiquarian anom¬ 
aly; perhaps much more important¬ 
ly. it ought to be preserved because 
it displays In action some ancient 
social formulae that the western 
world may desperately need to re¬ 
learn before very long. 
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MU JOHN HA SUM, MHR for Can. 
berra, delivered an adckess in the 
House on 30 May 1977. including 
the following comroenu about 
Norfolk liland: __ 


Today I should like to take the opportunity to 
talk about one of the smallest areas and smallest 
territories of Australia. 1 wish to speak about the 
amounts of money that arc being provided for 
the small territory of Norfolk Island. Norfolk 
Island was discovered ui 1774 by Captain James 
Cook. It is a small island, 5 miles by 3 mdes, u 
thousand miles from Sydney and 660 miles from 
Auckland It has an area ol only 345b hectares. 
Why should 1 take up the ume ol ihe national 
Parliament in the debate on the Supply Bill to 
speak of such a small island? My reason stems 
from the report of the Royal Commistion into 
Matters Relating to Norfolk Island, which was 
presented to this Parliament last year. Norfolk 
Island is an area which over many yean has been 
under a number of controls. It was first settled in 
1788 at the same ume as Sydney Town. When 
the First Fleet came to Australia, two of the ships 
moved on to Norfolk Island to establish a convict 
settlement. That first convict settlement was es¬ 
tablished in 1788 and continued until 1814, 
when it was abandoned. In 1825 another convict 
settlement was established on Norfolk Island, 
and those who have read Australian history will 
realise that it was one of the most bloody and ter¬ 
rible episodes in Australian history. That colonis¬ 
ation of the Island as a convict community lasted 
until 1855. 

The third period of settlement on Norfolk 
Island commenced in 1856 with a group of 
people from Pitcairn island, t hose people came 
from the mutiny on the Bounty, which of course 
is very famous in AustraTian history. The small 
group of people who had settled on Pitcairn 
Island were resettled on Norfolk Island to make 
a life for themselves and were the main people 
on the Island unul the 1950s and 1960s. In the 
1960s tourism became a popular interest on the 
Island and, in addition, some of the smarter com¬ 
pany and taxation lawyers in Australia found 
that it was a wonderful tax haven. The Island 
blossomed. The life of the Pitcairners was dis¬ 
turbed by people coining in from outside to use 
loopholes in the Government's taxation system, 
and also to spend some happy tourist hours on 
the island. All this came about as u result of the 
building of an airstrip on (he Island during the 
Second World War. The tax haven has now been 
dosed down tn the main, and the future of the 
Island seems to be in tourism. Its population 
today is made up mostly of descendants of the 
Pitcairners. Approximately 40 per cent of the 
people living there can trace their history hack to 
the Pitcairners. Another 25 per cent came from 
Australia, 25 per cent from New Zealand, and 
the balance from the United Kingdom and some 
other countries. 

It is a very interesting island, and I speak of ii 
having been there 2 weeks agoio spend a week 
of quietness and peace away from Australia in 
one of the most intcrcsung placcy to whtchj have 
ever been. My reason lot going was that one of 
the recommendation'- in ihe Nimmo report sug 
gests that the Island could become pari of the 
electorate of Canbcria To most of us living in 
C anberra u seems to be a remarkable suggestion 
that approximately 2000 people living 1000 
miles away should be represented b) somebody 


living in the national capital. The Nimmo Royal 
Commission report contains 74 recommenda¬ 
tions. That the Island should become pan »i the 
electorate of Canberra is but one of those lecom- 
mendauons. The other imponant recommenda¬ 
tion so far as the Islanders are concerned. I be¬ 
lieve. is that the Island should have much more 
independence and lhai a should have a gicate< 
say in its own destiny i he Royal Commission 
report ranges over such diverse things as the 
development of the Island's economy, whether 
cows and horses should be able to continue to 
roam across it, whether duty free status should 
be continued, whether there should be a law li¬ 
brary on ihe Island; matrimonial causes, legal 
aid, a prison and law enforcement, racial dis¬ 
crimination. unionism and social services. Ii is a 
very diverse report and its presentation has led . 
ihe Government to send over to Norfolk Island 
the Minister for Administrative Service (Senator 
Withers) and the Attorney-General (Mr Ellicoii) 
next week to consult the Islanders to ensure that 
all their views on the report and their future will 
be taken into account. 

The interesting point for the people ol 
Australia who may not have been to the Island 
and who take an interest in it would be jusi how 
much the Territory costs us the taxpayers of 
Australia to run. The Territory does not pay tux. 

1 suppose that those of us who pay tax would 
regard the Island as an absolute paradise. Ii may 
be difficult u> imagine that IOU0 miles away in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean there is a terri¬ 
tory where the fortunate people do not have to 
pay tax. A great controversy is raging on the 
Island and amongst most people as to whether 
the Island pays for itself or whether the Aus¬ 
tralian taxpayers subsidise ii. The Nimmo Royal 
Commission report does not go into that matter 
perhaps quae as deeply as it could. I he report 
contains a suggestion that the administration of 
the Island costs the Australian taxpayers about 
$2.5m per annum. The Royal Commission stales 
that as a matter of fact on page 42 of the report 
and does not go much further. It is very difficult 
to get any precise figures to show from where 
that calculation came. If one speaks to the people 
on the Island, they will suggest it was a figure 
plucked oui ol the air. 

A reading of the newspapers of the Island 
seems to indicate that the most important thing 
for the Islanders is the rights to land. Then: is a 
school ol thought on the Island which suggests 
that when the Pitcairners were bought from Pit¬ 
cairn Island to Norfolk Island b> invitation and 
by persuasion. They were promised. that the 
Inland would he theirs subject lo some small 
areas which would be retained for'the Crown. 
Legal arguments. Icgulesc. historical research 
and the like have been brought be lore ihe people 
ol Australia and before ihe people of ihe Island. 
Everybody has enough historical evidence to 
hack up ilic points he wants to make But is that 
really the issue? Is not the moi.ii issue: what the' 
Islanders believe? It Hie Islanders believed back 
in 1856 that ihcy were being invited to leave 
their home, which was undoubtedly theirs, to go 
to another place, and il a junior officer in the Bri¬ 
tish navy told ilieui this wu* so. is there not a 



moral duly on the ii.ivcmiucni today perhaps to 
take note ol the c\|xcijn.>ii ol the people rather 
than what (lie- legal uuuttiaaiiei > are"’ It is a 
question which I put and which I do not wish hi 
answer? 

What would a decision to make Norlolk 
Island part ol'Australia mean lor the people ol' 
Norlolk Island'’ Histlv. n would mean that they 
may or may not have to pay Australian tales ol 
taxes Seeondly. n would mean that they mayor 
may not be brought under the si,,.ii security um¬ 
brella ol' Australia Hut I dunk there is little 
doubt that the wist structure ol tin Island would 
he inllulcd. When you go to Noiloik Island, you 
visit an area which is piohahlv I' 01 lu years be¬ 
hind the rest of Ausiiuli.t in leiuis ol its costs. All 
of those people who aic struggling with unem¬ 
ployment. eost pricc squeeze*. existing and try¬ 
ing to make uidusiiv work would know exactly 
what that meant Hut tin Island ran hold out to 
its tourists tourism is leaily its unit industry a 
relatively cheap holiday. lire expense, in getting 
there is high Once the tourist is there, the hol¬ 
iday is reasonably cheap Ol course that i- an at¬ 
traction. Once the touiia gets to the Island, 
whether it be to see history or just u. huv tax Tree 
goods. he cun spend some time there without 
being hpped off which ol course is inn the ease 
in so many other lotutst resorts both in Australia 
und overseas. 

Another thing that would happen if the Island 
came into the Australian political spectrum 
would be that a divisiveness would in- introduced 
to it. We all know in Australia that the need lor 
politics seems to create divisions amongst people. 
It creates divisions in tins House u creates div¬ 
isions within families and n cre..ie> divisions 
within communities I he Islanders ate veiv tear¬ 
ful that il they become pan -•! XuMi.diu they will 
suddenly lind polio.-. on dn Isi. nd lot the lirst 
time. They'are leaiiul ili.ii lanuhcs will argue 
amongst themselves ami that the lonimuiuty will 
argue within itself alioui whether Uiev should be 
voting for the I ibcral IViin die Xasi.allaii 
Labor Party. the National t'oumn I’.uty 01 
perhaps even for Don’s party. Is that a good 
thing? I think that probably it is not. I think that a 
small community of 2000 people should tie 
spared some of the things that go on in \usouli.i 
I think that perhaps industry on the Isi.md 
should be encouraged and that tourism t. die 
only industry that can survive there Perhaps 
everything that this Government docs in con¬ 
sidering the fate ol' the Island must lie gcaicd 
around ensuring, lirstly. that the essential, very 
important and unique situation on the Island, 
from the ethnic origin of the Pitcairners to their 
fundamental religious understandings, uni 
plicity generosity and trusting nature should tun 
be disturbed. 

One point that is very important to the Island 
- it comes out very strongly ui the Niinmo upon 
—is self-government. It is quite amazing to go to 
the Island and to realise that it really is a colonial 
outpost. The Island has a council which has an 
advisory capacity but no real power. The Island 
is administered by an Administrator appointed 
by the Australian Government Ihai Adminis¬ 
trator takes his orders predominantly from Can¬ 
berra. The questions of self-government, sell- 
Jctermination and representation are bound up 
together But I feel no matter what hapjicns m 
relation to the Island's becoming part ol 
Australia, in relation to paying taxes and the 
other recommendations, there is a compelling at 
gument to give the people of the Island the nghi 


to administer their own affairs and to settle their 
own arguments themselves. I am sure they could 
do so and I am sure that they would do so very 
well. I am sure in my own mind that the recoin 
mendauons of the Nimmo report on that subject 
do not go far enough. 

The report makes very clear what the Royal 
Commission feels on the question of the adminis¬ 
tration of the Island. This is stated on page 77 of 
the report: 

The main blame lor I he Island'» problem, does not rest in 
the Island. Musi of the long-siandina ones have had their 
genesis and perpetuation ui slothful and inept mainland 
administration, which has proved iuelI'unable 10 activate the 
seemingly dogged processes of government and to achieve 
successful solution, to the Island's obvious dtlfccuiltes. 

That is a fairly hard thing for the honourable 
member for Canberra who represents a bureauc¬ 
racy to say. But the report contains that comment 
and I think ffut that in itself suggests that the 
Islanders could be no worse off by having 
administration passed over to them. But perhaps 
they are not ready lor it. Perhaps they are belund 
Australia and behind advauceJ widely, and we 
should look a tier them a little longer: I remind 
this House that, at a time when this country is still 
trying to determine what its national anthem will 
be. Norfolk Island has had a national anthem Cm 
more than KM) years. 

I would like to comment ujxm a uniting of 
Governor Denison m 1857 in connection with 
the island and the people who are on u. He 
stated, in regard to ilic setting up of their legal 
naincwork: 

I Icl't untouched UK' lulc »Inch gave me women, a, well as 
me men. a vote in the annual election of the Chief 
Magistrate. 

that was in 1857, so perhaps we should allow 
the islanders the tight to run then own all airs be¬ 
cause obviously, any island which in 1857 al¬ 
lowed women to vote must he a lair way forward 
in development. The community itself is well 
organised, t he community looks alter its own 
people when there are problems It takes people 
under its wing and helps them. I'he people have 
their own social security system They have no 
unemployment. There is a lovelx sense of lack of 
criminality: one can leave eai doors open, with 
the keys m tire lock 

That brmgs nre to the nnal point lire crunch, 
lor a member of parliament namely, the recom¬ 
mendation that this lovely island become part of 
the electorate of Canberra. Speaking selfishly on 
my own behalf and perhaps on trehulf of the 2 
senators lor. the Australian Capital t erritory, let 
nre say that we would like tlu* op|K>rtutuiy to go 
occasionally to Norfolk Island to represent the 
(icoplc, and I am sure »t would do a very well. It 
would be lovely to leave Canberra, which is such 
a new city, to visa such an old historical area 
which has its roots back m tire tiist years of the 
colonisation of this country, l'hat is tire selfish 
view. The other side is that we would he taking 
part in a program or decision which might spoil 
something which is unique and I do not think I 
would like to he part of that I could assure the 
Islanders, ot course that if they had me as their 
local representative they could have no one bet¬ 
ter. but I feel that they would he better left out¬ 
side the Australian political scene It should not 
be beyond the ingenuity of tins Government and 
the burcacracy which supports it to tind a mech¬ 
anism by which the people of Noiloik Island can 
have more democracy and more say in tlreirown 
affairs and not he made part of Australia. 





THE INCREDIBLE DECEPTION OF 1908 

THE PITCAIRNERS' RIGHTS TO NORFOLK INLAND WERE..SAVAGELY ABUSED 
IN THE EVICTIONS OF 1 908. LONG-SECRET GOVERNMENT FILES SHOW 
THAT ThE ABUSE WENT ALL THE-WAY TO THE COLONIAL OFFICE IN 
LONDON. READ "THE HOODWINKING OF UNCLE CORNISH" PAGE 29. 


FIVE DAYS THAT MAY CHANGE NORFOLK 

SENATOR WITHER^ GAVE COUNCIL THREE HOURS TO DEFEND NORFOLK 
AGAINST THE NlMMO REPORT PROPOSALS, AND SAY HOW THE ISLAND 
SHOULD BE GOVERNED - BUT HE DIDN'T FEEL A SECOND MEETING WAS 
WARRANTED. FOUR PAGE REPORT OF THE BIG VISIT STARTS ON P.6. 


SEN. WITHERS SPEAKS OUT 

IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE NEWS, THE MINISTER GAVE RE¬ 
LAXED. STRAIGHT-TALKING ANSWERS -- INCLUDING HIS riOW-FAMOUS 
VIEW THAT THE SOLEMN DECLARATIONS ARE "VALUELESS". STARTS P.10 


N.l.: TYPICAL AUSTRALIAN TOWN? 

THAT'S WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ABOUT US IN OUR ADMINISTERING DE¬ 
PARTMENT IN CANBERRA AND THE MINISTER ECHOED IT DURING HIS 
TRIP HERE IN JUNE. READ “NORFOLK DIARY" ON PAGE 3. 


WHAT A MIX-UP! 

IF YOUR FARM iS ANYTHING LIKE OURS YOU'LL NEED A COMPUTER AND 
A LEGAL GENIUS TO KEEP HONEST IF MAINLAND TAX SYSTEMS ARE IN¬ 
TRODUCED t6'NORFOLK. READ "NORFOLK LIVING", PAGE 34. 




Norfolk pines. (Yes, we know they 
V grow in other places - Norfolk sent 

them there.) 


she's typical, nate 


"Norfolk Island is' really no differ¬ 
ent to a country town in Australia. 

This new catch-phrase has become 
popular in the Department of Ad¬ 
ministrative Services, how can any¬ 
one administer a place he does not 
understand? Quiz: which Australian 
country town is it where -- 

- the two closest neighbours, each 
more than 400 miles across the ocean, 
are both foreign countries. 

- there is an absolute limit of 

8, 500 acres for a population of about 
1, 600 to live on. 

- the most frequent names of the 
inhabitants are Adams, Buffett, 
Christian, McCoy, Nobbs and Quintal. 

- there are no strikes, riots, no 
Parliament, no daily newspapers or 
T.V., no unemployment, no deep 
poverty and no real gaol. 

-it is impossible to drive a Com¬ 
monwealth mail van, telephone by 
other than a day-time-only radio 
connection, or send a tax examiner 
without his going through immigra¬ 
tion clearance twice. 

- you can leave your doors unlock¬ 
ed, the key in your car and rarely 
need to sign written contracts. 

- the school, hospital, police, roads, 
bridges and social welfare programmes 
are running well without subsidy from 
any State or from the Commonwealth. 

- there is a different language, a 
different legal system, separate cus¬ 
toms control, unique stamps, and a 
postal system ,t^at charges lc for lo¬ 
cal letters. . 

-one of the main vegetables is 
the kumera. (The kumera is one of 
the cultural hallmarks of Polynesia. 

It seems the farthest west it ever got 
was Norfolk Island. We have about 
12 varieties of it here. How often 
does kumera appear on the table in 
Australian country towns?) 

- the landscape is dominated by 


- the dominant group of people 
are of the Pitcairn race, whose blood¬ 
line and colouring were disdained by 
Australians for generations, but who 
were promised by Queen Victoria that 
Norfolk Island would be theirs, and 
who vividly remember that promise 
120 years afterward. 

Some country town! 

V 

9 - day alrnall 

THEO.T. C. may find telegram busi¬ 
ness picking up, because mail service 
to Sydney has deteriorated badly with 
the new airline schedules. 

East-West has organised its flights 
during the winter season to leave Syd¬ 
ney a little later in the morning, stop 
at Norfolk overnight, and return the 
next day. 

On most days, if you post a Sydney 
letter just before closing time (3pm 
Wednesday and Friday, 10.30am Sat¬ 
urday) it ought to be delivered in Syd¬ 
ney within four or five days. 

But if you just miss the Saturday 
morning closing, your letter probably 
won't be delivered in Sydney for nine 
days. A letter posted here at 11am 


Saturday doesn't go out until the next 
Thursday's plane departure. Sorted in 
Sydney on Friday, it then is unlikely 
to get delivered until the following 
Monday. 

If your correspondent answers your 
letter in three days and posts the reply 
late Thursday, it doesn't fly to Nor¬ 
folk until Sunday, and doesn't get in¬ 
to your box until the next day - which 
means 1G days for an exchange of 
letters. So don’t be upset if you 
haven't heard from friends or business 
associates. The answer will get here 
in due coune. 

V 

Imalgratlon controls: 
Inequitable, naybe? 

ON£jOF : THE MOST. Important and 
yet most confused issues in Norfolk 
Island affairs is the administration of 
immigration controls. 

Regardless of any other plans that 
may be made for governing the Island, 
the collapse of immigration control 
would change Norfolk radically. The 
place would attract young, unemploy¬ 
ed, compensation-drawing Australians 
like a magnet. Groups of them, pool¬ 
ing their fortnightly cheques, could 
readily rent sections of uncultivated 
bush and set up camp. Calling in to 
a Commonwealth Employment Office 
at Kingston, to make sure there were 
no suitable jobs available on the Island, 
would be a simple chore readily taken 
care of on the way to Emily Bay for a 
bath. A bit of extra money could be 
picked up by sitting on the footpath 
in Burnt Pine, offering leatherwork to 
passers-by. just as in Sydney. 

Mr. John Haslem, Member of the 
House of Representatives for Canberra, 
picked the problem very quickly during 
his recent holiday here. "It would 
wreck the place in three months, " he 
said. 

A recent Supreme Court decision 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants, 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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here, striking out a deportation order 
that the Administration had asked for, 
caused concern about whether immi¬ 
gration controls may have been crack¬ 
ed. That doesn't seem to be the case. 
The deportation order, declaring Mr. 
and Mrs. Humphrey Jackson to be 
"prohibited immigrants", has been 
wiped out, but the Judge’s decision 
appears to have been on technical 
grounds and the Immigration Ordinance 
still stands just as it has been. The 
Jacksons were in New Zealand when 
the order was issued, and so weren't 
immigrants or even tourists. They 
can come to Norfolk when they like, 
subject to the same entry limitations 
that apply to anyone else. 

But the controls are under great 
strain for other reasons. Hon. Gor¬ 
don Bryant, Norfolk's Minister sever¬ 
al years ago, put a "temporary" ban 
on permits for any new permanent 
residents, forcing the Administration 
into a bad position where its author¬ 
ity and its duty to the Island ate 
compromised. The Jacksons' barris¬ 
ter told Petty Sessions that he had 
been discussing with his clients a 
possible challenge to the basic valid¬ 
ity of the Ordinance. Meanwhile, 
the Nimmo Report, in one of its self- 
contradictions, says that immigration 
control should be maintained, but 


that "inequitable treatment being ac¬ 
corded parties within the one nation.. 
of course, should not be tolerated". 

If Norfolk is made subject to all 
Commonwealth laws, and is given 
no separate constitution to gover.t it¬ 
self democratically as a distinct pol¬ 
itical entity, immigration control on 
Norfolk means inequitable treatment 
of parties within the one nation. It 
will be challenged, and it is difficult 
to imagine a court’s tolerating it. 

V 

deeply divided dog 

MAINLAND REPORTERS here during 
Sen. Withers' visit were exposed to 
most of the most vocal pro-Nimmo 
people, and to about lO^t of the anti- 
Nimmo people, and concluded that 
Norfolk is deeply divided into two 
parts. 

That is true, but the size of the 
two parts needs to be noticed. We 
have a dog at The News who Is deep¬ 
ly divided into the dog proper and a 
tail. The tail is a big, bushy one 
that knocks things off the table, but 
it is pretty much obliged to go along 
wherever the main part of the dog 


goes. That may be unfair, but it's 
probably the only way the animal 
will work in the long run. 

V 

Uncle Gomlsh was 
right, and still Is 

The article foreshadowed last month 
on Uncle Cornish Quintal's pilgrimage 
to Sydney 69 years ago, to try to con¬ 
vince the Governor that the Kingston 
houses had been given to the Pitcairn¬ 
ers, appears in this issue starting on 
page 29. It's the most vivid set of 
facts The News has unearthed so far 
in the search for the truth about the 
historical rights of the Pitcairn sett¬ 
lers. Among other discoveries it tells 
how a Colonial Office officer caution¬ 
ed the Government that Sir William 
Denison had not reserved the houses 
as Crown property. 

Does it all matter, so many years 
afterward? It most certainly does. 

Sir John Nimmo was instructed to in¬ 
vestigate the historical rights as the 
second most important guideline in 
his inquiry, and said there was noth¬ 
ing in them. He was wrong. Uncle 
Cornish was right and eventually, 
some day, truth will prevail. 



Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You’ll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 
you of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beep! 

It's from Citizen. One of the largest watch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 

©CITIZEN 


TH E 


PRENTICE’S: 

DIGITAL WATCH 


CENTRE 
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The Five Days that May Shape 
Norfolk’s Future for All Time 


SENATOR R.G. WITHERS. Minister 
responsible for Norfolk Island, and 
Australia's Attorn?sy*General, 

R.J. Ellicott, spent five days last 
month listening, looking, talking 
and thinking about very little else 
but Norfolk. 

There, is little doubt about five 
main impressions they formed. They 
saw that the Island looked green, 
attractive, and reasonably prosperous. 
They saw that the overwhelming senti¬ 
ment of residents is deeply opposed 
to the damaging main recommenda¬ 
tions of the Nimmo Report. They 
saw that a very small but highly- 
motivated group desperately wants 
Australia to move in with its cen¬ 
tralised system of laws, benefits and 
taxes. They saw that descendants 
of the Pitcairn settlers are the primary 
population group, and hold strong be¬ 
liefs about their historic position on 
the Island. And they saw that there 
are complications to be thought 
through, however Norfolk is to be 
governed in the years ahead. 

Soon after the Government party 
arrived, on Tuesday the 7th, Sen. 

Withers, Mr. Ellicott. three of 
their staff and two officers from 
Sen. Withers' Department of Ad¬ 
ministrative Services went'into a thfee- 
hour session with the Norfolk Island 
Council. 

Sen. Withers said at the outset that 
his interest was simply to do what the 
people of Norfolk wanted, and what 
was best for the Island. He said he 
had not made up his mind about any . 
of the Nimmo recommendations, and 
that he had come to the Island to learn 
and digest. It might be a month, three 

months, six months before he puts his_ 

recommendations to Cabinet about Nor¬ 
folk's future, and he would rather put 
it off and come back to the Island than 
rush his conclusions. 

With President of Committees Bill 
Blucher leading, the Council then put 
its views. The members of Council 
had arranged for fresh sets of the sub¬ 
missions sent earlier to the Minister, 
and enclosed them in black binders 
stamped "Democratic Government of 
Norfolk Island - Discussion Plan - Nor¬ 
folk Island Counci 1". But the Admini - 
strator had vetoed giving these to Sen. 
Withers and Mr. Ellicott, saying that 
wasn't what they were coming to talk 
about; so the visitors missed out on 


one souvenir of the occasion 

Council talked about IS of the main 
issues in Norfolk's future government; 
sometimes forcefully, sometimes emo¬ 
tionally, sometimes in fine detail that 
some six visiting mainland journalists 
found quite boring. The entire session 
was conducted with a level of Courtesy 
and reason that the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment might envy. 

Cr. Blucher presented the Minister 
with individual solemn declarations 
signed by more than two-thirds of the 
Island's electors, expressing a land¬ 
slide of opposition to the Nimmo 
recommendations for changing the 
Island’s laws, benefits and tax sys¬ 
tems. He apologised for not having 
made them available to the Adminis¬ 
trator, but said the group that had 
carried out the work of giving resi¬ 
dents a chance to declare their be¬ 
liefs wanted the declarations given 
directly to the Minister. Sen. Withers 
said he had doubts about the weight 
he should put on them, but that he 
would accept Cr. Blucher's analysis 
(which had been that the declarations 
were evidence of great majority sup¬ 
port for the Island’s own system of 
laws, benefits and taxes). 

The three "hour session - (key quo- 
ftkiiOtas follow later in this, article) -, 
left not the slightest doubt where 
Norfolk's elected representatives 
stand on the Nimmo Report or on the 
kind of government the Island needs. 
Sen, Withers later told The News. 

"I could spend seven more days with 
, Council and not learn anything new." 
As the session ended, the Administra¬ 
tor suggested that no further meeting 
with Council seemed to be necessary. 
But the Minister said he would look at 
fthe. situation on Friday morning and 
decide then. 

a great Bounty Day 

Wednesday, Anniversary Day, was 
probably as close as the visitors got to 
holidaying. The weather was beauti¬ 
ful for the re-enactment of the Pit¬ 
cairners' landing, the ceremony at 
the Cenotaph, the march to the 
cemetery, and the picnic feast in¬ 
side the walls of the, ruins at Kings¬ 
ton. Cr. Blucher welcoming the 
guests at the picnic, said people 
on Norfolk regarded the Island as a 
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paradise. Sen. Withers said little 
more than that he hoped he was not 
seen as the serpent - and then it was 
into the roast pig, pilhis and a hun¬ 
dred other dishes. At the ball that 
night Cr. Blucher and his wife Joan 
won applause as the Island's best 
waltzers. It was as enjoyable a 
Bounty Day as could be imagined, 
with the organisers and scores of 
volunteer helpers winning the thanks 
of all Norfolk. 

And then Sen. Withers and the 
Attorney-General set out to form 
their own impressions of what the 
people of the Island want, and what 
would be best for them. 

listening to the few 

There was widespread grumbling 
that Sen. Withers' appointments, 
af ternoon teas, dinners and home 
visits had been engineered to give 
him the fullest possible exposure to 
residents favouring the main Nimmo 
proposals, while many of the anti- 
Nimmo majority were unable to get 
a hearing. To be fair, the Minister 
is expert at sensing which way the 
wind blows, and would have recog¬ 
nised very quickly that an immense 
majority wants Norfolk left as much 
alone as possible. Recognising that, 
he probably spent his time well in 
listening carefully to the minority. . 
Being a pillar of Australia's Liberal 
Party, he would have had no diffi¬ 
culty in recognising the basic Labor 
party-line of the main Nimmo sup¬ 
porters. 

But while the Minister can be 
assumed to have read these facts 
accurately, some of the visiting press 
corps did not, and some badly distort¬ 
ed impressions were passed on to over¬ 
seas readers as ^ye-'viltn^s accounts. 

The line argued by the fiyd most 
vocal Nimmo supporters tit radical, 
anti-Norfolk line. ThiVfxfay reflect 
the fact that three of them are New 
Zealanders, orie an Australian Labor- 
ite, and the only Islander of the five 
was for some years politically active 
in a Communist-dominated Australian 
union. Norfolk of course accepts all 
of them as individuals; people get 
marks here for having the courage of 
their convictions, whatever the con¬ 
victions may be. 

Perhaps because they knew they are 
so small a minority, with so little 
chance of getting their way in a demo¬ 
cratic process, the pro-Nimmo group 
went to extremes during the Minister's 
visit. Norfolk Island’s reputation in 
Australia and New Zealand was tarnish¬ 
ed as a result. 

The most troubling example was a 
long newspaper article written by an 

6 




experienced journalist. Englishman 
Peter Deeley. he wrote it after one 
day on Norfolk, from "iniormation’' 
given him by Nimmo sympathisers 
who had been organised to meet him 
at the airport. A disgusting picture 
of Norfolk emerges in the article. 
Norfolk used to be a paradise, it says, 
but now the rich exploit the poor, A 
"true spirit of neighborliness" used to 
exist in byegone days - but it’s van¬ 
ished now. Taylor's Road is "known 
to locals as 'the dollar-hungry mile'" 
and is lined with shops selling jewell¬ 
ery, liquor and radios. Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants used to have an important 
place on the Island, but today there 
are only 223 people left with Pit¬ 
cairn connections. The Island is 
faction-riddled, and the people are 
split on its future. There are "by 
official counts" at least 10 million¬ 
aires who live here six months of the 
year to dodge taxes - but the less well- 
off people of Norfolk would willingly 
join Australia, so they could at least 
get a pension. 

While people on Norfolk know that 
all those statements are just outrag¬ 
eous rubbish, they appeared in the 
New Zealand Herald, the Melbourne 
Age and the Adelaide Advertiser. It 
is one thing for a little band of co- 
conspirators to gather together and 
steam each other up with such non¬ 
sense. It is quite another thing to 
see it published in respectable news¬ 
papers. It may promote the idea of 
terminating Norfolk's separate status. 

It does so by poisoning sympathy for 
Norfolk, and the article must be re¬ 
gretted even by those who stimulated 

solewi declarations 
seen as "valueless" 

On Thursday in a press interview 
the Minister said he regarded the sol¬ 
emn declarations that had been given 
to him by Cr. Blucher on Tuesday as 
"totally completely and utterly value¬ 
less" His comment became the top 
news story on ABC radio that night 
and the next morning, and there was 
a stunned and angry reaction on the 
Island. The phone lines to the South 
Pacific hotel, where the Ministei had 
set up an interviewing room, ran 
heavy with people wanting to make 
appointments to see him. 

Many of them were disappointed. 

A delegation from the Chamber of 
Commerce, unable to get an appoint¬ 
ment by phone, simply went to his 
room and asked personally to see him. 
The Minister received them. They 
;aid they fully supported Council's 
nosition. One of tne delegation said 
afterward that the Minister's comments 


seemed strongly in favour of the Aust¬ 
ralian take-over, and that when he 
found the Chamber people did not 
want to vary from Council's stand, 
asked if he could be excused to con¬ 
tinue other appointments. 

Strong comments were made to the 
Minister by many who did see him. 

One pro-Nimmo resident said he felt 
Norfolk's environment was the main 
issue, and that unless Australia took 
charge of the Island, the ecology and 
the Norfolk pines were doomed within 
three years. Another, a soft-spoken 
Pitcairner, said he felt self-reliance 
was essential to good character among 
Polynesians, and hoped that the Minis¬ 
ter would not be party to an act of 
genocide, which would result from 
bringing in welfare-state systems. 

"I reject that wthod" 

Council wanted a second meeting 
with the Minister, but on Friday he 
said it couldn't be fitted in. /Cr. 

Blucher then wrote an open letter that 
appeared in Saturday's "Norfolk Island¬ 
er". He said he regretted Sen. Withers’ 
attitude toward the solemn declarations, 
but agreed that a secret vote would be 
more reliable. As Council's requests 
for a referendum had been refused, he 
said there were two alternative ways to 
decide what the people wanted. One 
was to rely on their elected represent¬ 
atives to speak for them. The other 
was to have a Royal Commissioner or 
Minister talk with people and then 
decide for them. 

Cr. Blucher said it was clear the 
Minister was attracted to the second 
of those methods. "I reject and pro¬ 
test against that method of deciding 
what the majority wants. " Cr. Blu- 
cher's letter said. "It is not an accept¬ 
able way for the beliefs of British sub¬ 
jects to be determined, on a matter 
that will deeply affect them for the 
rest of their lives." 

He asked the Minister to return the 
solemn declarations. "If they have 
no other use, I believe they should be¬ 
come a permanent exhibit in Norfolk 
Island’s museum, showing future gen¬ 
erations that in 1977 the people of the 
Island did their best to express their 
views to the Government, " said the 
letter. 

"You have said your only interest 
is to do what die people of Norfolk 
Island want, " the letter concluded. 

"You have said that the only real ex¬ 
pression goes through a ballot box, se¬ 
cretly. I ask you to honour those words. 
Will you as the Minister responsible for 
Norfolk Island, exercise the power vest¬ 
ed in you to call a secret referendum 
on the question?" 

Through the day Saturday there were 


more appointments, and some previous¬ 
ly-made appointments began to be 
cancelled - two of them at Councill¬ 
ors' homes. Many people continued 
ringing, hoping to see the Minister. 
Others made a point of staying close 
to the telephone, hoping for a favour¬ 
able answer to requests they had already 
made for an appointment. A number 
of these were furious, early the follow¬ 
ing week, to receive letters from the 
Administrator saying that Sen. Withers' 
secretary regretted that he had been 
unable to contact them to make arrange¬ 
ments for an appointment. 

Sunday morning, after church ser¬ 
vices, the official patty headed for 
the airport and the RAAF transport 
that had flown back to Norfolk to coll¬ 
ect them. The Minister met Cr. Blu¬ 
cher outside the terminal, and handed 
back the bundle of solemn declara¬ 
tions As to Cr. Bldcher'i public re¬ 
quest for a referendum, he said the 
Cabinet would need to decide that 
matter. 

The Ministerial and Attorney's 
staff members were first onto the air¬ 
craft, while the Withers and the Elli- 
cotts remained in the terminal saying 
goodbye to the Administrator, Coun¬ 
cillors and a few other residents. 

Shortly after the staff members had 
boarded the plane, put dovtu their 
briefcases and dropped into their seats, 
one of the crew came to the door and 
chatted with the editor of The News 
for a minute. "1 hear they gave the 
big man a pretty rough time," the 
RAAF man said. 

A few minutes later the Minister 
and the Attorney climbed the gang¬ 
way. and the party returned to the 
mainland. 

Here are quotes from some of the 
main points Council made during its 
only session with the Government vis r 
itors: 

"There 1 11 be no rosh" 

Sen. Withers; "... In spite of what 
some people have been trying to 
put into my mouth, I genuinely 
have not made up my mind on any¬ 
thing - any of the recommendations 
of Sir John Nimmo - because you 
will recall that I gave an undertak¬ 
ing to the Council that before I 
came to any conclusions whatsoever 
1 would come to Norfolk, speak to 
the Councillors in person, speak to 
as many Norfolk Islanders who wish¬ 
ed to speak to me, and after that 
date and only after that date would 
1 attempt to come to any conclusions. 

We're here to learn, we are not here 
to tell, we're not here to instruct, 
we're not here to order, we're here to 
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listen, we're here to learn by just 
what we do here, and following up¬ 
on that I’ll be putting a submission 
to Cabinet sometime. 

"I can't tell you whether that will 
be in a month, three months or six 
months, but that's the whole purpose 
of this visit. 

"Should I feel, as a result of my 
stay here for five days, that I still 
haven't had sufficient time, well 
I'm not going to be rushed or hurr¬ 
ied into anything -- I'd rather put 
it off and come back again and 
spend some more time here, which 
may of course, Administrator, be 
a good excuse for just coming back 
every three months for five days for 
as long as the Prime Minister is 
prepared to put up with it. 

”1 repeat, there's going to be no 
rush. I'm not going to be stampeded 
or bulldozed by anyone be they here 
or in Australia, or elsewhere, or 
whatever their interests are. 

"1 have a very simple interest, 
ever since I first came here as a Sen¬ 
ator some six or seven years ago, and 
my only interest is to do what the 
people of Norfolk Island want and 
what is best for them -- it's as sim¬ 
ple as that.. 

why the Attorney cane 

The Attorney-General, Mr. Ellicott, 
told Council why he had come along 
with Sen. Withers; 

"When he said he was coming to Nor¬ 
folk Island. I said: 'Well I’d like to 
go with you.' Apparently it was be¬ 
cause I'm a lawyer that he said I 
could come with him, but may I say 
that 1 wanted to come because, al¬ 
though I'd not been here before, 
in one way or another I had had 
some association with what you’ve 
been doing here in recent years 
whilst i was at the Bar, and I'd also 
had some desire to see Norfolk Island 
and more particularly to meet the 
people here. 

"Quite apart from that, it's a very 
important matter for the law officer 
of the Commonwealth to form his 
own view in relation to what happens 
to Norfolk Island. It's partly a consti¬ 
tutional question but it's basically a 
question of what is best, as Senator 
Withers has said, for the people of 
the Island, and I felt it was very 
difficult to make up your mind 
about this sort of matter unless you 
had that personal association with 
the situation, and, quite frankly, 
that is why I came with Senator 
Withers. 

"I'll give him all the legal assis¬ 
tance he needs but I can assure you 


that 1 too will be very anxious to 
speak with you, to learn your points 
of view, to understand whatever it 
is that you agree with or disagree 
with in the Nimmo Report, and, in 
the course of that knowledge and 
with it as a background, come to 
my own view in relation to the 
matter so that that can be shared 
around the Cabinet table when Sen¬ 
ator Withers puts in his report... ” 

the three main errors 
In the Niraao Report 

In his main opening statements, Cr. 
Blucher said he hoped that not too much 
time would be wasted, during the visit, 
on discussing the faults in the Nimmo 
Royal Commission Report, because there 
were pbsitive plans Council wanted to 
talk about. But he said it was necessary 
to recall some of the Report's errors. 

"I think it is a fair statement to 
say that many people on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, myself included, were shocked 
by the Nimmo Report. We were 
shocked because the report is based 
on three main facts that in our op¬ 
inion are mistaken and because we 
believe the report's recommendations 
would not only damage Nonolk Isl¬ 
and seriously but would be absolute¬ 
ly unfair to our reasonable expecta¬ 
tions about our own future... 

"The first main error is that the 
report seems to regard Norfolk Island 
as if it were simply a bit of Common¬ 
wealth land which happens to be 
a thousand miles out in the Pacific. 
That is a totally mistaken view in 
our opinion Mr. Minister. Norfolk 
Island was made available by the 
British Government in 1856 as a new 
home for the Pitcairn people who 
are still by far its largest single popu¬ 
lation group. We have our own dis¬ 
tinct culture, history and blood lines. 

It is difficult for me to understand 
how the Royal Commission could 
have completely overlooked the ba¬ 
sic importance of these facts... 

"The second main error in the 
Nimmo Report is that it is heavily 
based on the mistaken assumption 
that Norfolk Island costs Australia 
$2^ million every year in necessary 
subsidies. The figure of $2$ million 
can be found in an Appendix in testi¬ 
mony given to the Royal Commission 
by Mr. L. W. Engeldow who was Sec¬ 
retary of the Department of the Capi¬ 
tal Territory, he was the senior pub¬ 
lic servant responsible for Norfolk 
Island at that time. The figure is an 
interesting one and the Appendix pro¬ 
vides useful information about Norfolk, 
but Mr. Engeldow, who presented the 
testimony personally, obviously in¬ 
cluded this information as having in¬ 


cidental importance, he placed it 
second last among the fourteen appen¬ 
dices to his submission. In his pri¬ 
mary testimony, he put no reliance 
on the figure of $2| million --he 
said, and 1 quote; 'Is the Island fi¬ 
nancially self-supporting? The an¬ 
swer depends on your frame of refer¬ 
ence. The Australian Government pro¬ 
vides both substantial direct and in¬ 
direct assistance to the Island but resi¬ 
dents might well say this is over- 
Government not sought by the Island 
itself. It is a debate point and worth 
pursuing.'... 

"The report's third main error, as 
we see it, is that it was required to 
put the interests of Norfolk Island 
residents at the top of the list of the 
items to be taken into account and it 
did not do so. The report says we on 
Norfolk Island are divided and con¬ 
fused and aren't competent to know 
where our interest lies. It is an un¬ 
acceptable error that runs right through 
the report..." 

how do "ualnlanders" 
fit into the Island? 

Attorney-General Ellicott: "When 
you speak of the rights of the Pit¬ 
cairners, does that express an idea 
simply, or do you see it as a right 
which adheres to Pitcairners as dis¬ 
tinct from other people who live on 
Norfolk Island?.,.’ 

Cr. Smith; "I would just like to 
point out one thing. We have had 
what we call the 'mainlanders' who 
have been here for many many 
years and these people have come 
into the community; they have 
taken our way of We and they speak 
our language arid they work in well 
with us here. As far as I'm concern¬ 
ed. we class them as part of our 
community. We have many of these 
people from Australia who have sett¬ 
led here, and -- well maybe some¬ 
time when you're going around the 
streets or somewhere during your 
visit — you might meet some of .these 
people and you will see that some 
have acquired our accent as one of 
our people. 

"We’ve had these settlers for years, 
we've accepted them, and they're 
p*rt of the community, and I think 
they've accepted Norfolk Island as 
distinct from Australia - they've 
forgotten their way of life over there - 
they've moved into our way of life 
here and they’re part of the Island. 

"I just want to draw that point. 

A lot of Australians have always been 
living amongst us." 

Attorney General Ellicott; "Yes. 
that's what 1 wanted to know." 
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a system of living the 
rest of the world lost 

Cr. Blucher added to Cr. Smith's re¬ 
marks, with these comments on the 
Island's way of life: 

"Different people from different 
nationalities have accepted this part¬ 
icular way of life; they have said 
on a number of occasions, and tour¬ 
ists have said on a number of occa- J 
sions,that we have here on the Island 
a way of life and a system of living 
that the rest of the world have lost - 
they will never regain - but every¬ 
where else is trying to regain that 
particular way and it's one of those 
impossibilities of life. Things happ¬ 
en and might expand in different na¬ 
ture, but Norfolk Island itself has 
been behind the rest of the world in 
that particular cosmopolitan, exotic 
type of living -- it's a simple life, 
it's a unique life, we speak a diff¬ 
erent language, we accept people 
into our community as families. 

"You will find there is a system 
of complete self help around the 
Island. People will want to help. 

If you lived here, you would find 
on your doorstep a bag of potatoes, 


or a bunch of bananas or whatever, 
with no question of who it came 
from, and this is the style of life, 
the type of living that happens here 
and you have to experience it to 
know exactly what Cr. Quintal is 
trying to say. 

"We all feel this, we know this, 
and it's just part of the different 
way of life that we feel exists here 
on the Island," 

but are some deprived? 

Attorney General Ellicott: "An im¬ 
portant thing in my mind would be 
whether the way in which you are 
living leaves a group of people de¬ 
prived in any way, in need in any 
way. Are there substantial numbers 
of people on this Island who are in 
any way deprived in the sense of 
economically and otherwise deprived^ 
Cr. Blucher: "I'll answer the ques¬ 
tion Mr. Attorney. No, there is not 
anyone deprived. 

"Sir John Nimmo in his findings 
in the Royal Commission found that 
there is no one who is deprived of 
any necessities of life." 

Attorney General Ellicott: "What do 
you say though?" 


Cr. Blucher: "Iwouidsaythat.no,, 
there is not. There is certainly no 
person who has been degraded in 
their life in any way - - everyone 
is looked after. There is no pover¬ 
ty on the Island - wherever you 
look there is no poverty. 

"People, as I say, have a simple 
way of living - a simple life. 

"Monetary values are very small 
as far as they're concerned. The big 
things m life are living and being 
happy and being part of a family 
community of living, and you will 
find that people do help each other, 
and 1 would say most emphatically, 
no, there is no sign of want or need 
on the Island in relation to what 
you see on the mainland. Now, 

I've lived in Australia for 20 years 
prior to coming back to the Island, 
and 1 have seen old people on the 
old age pension living in utter 
poverty - chasing the sun in parks, 
having to go back to their hovels 
at night time - going to the soup 
kitchen - this type of thing, and it 
appalls me to think that one day, 

God forbid, one day we will ever be 
like that. 

"I would say, no, we have no form 
of poverty or degradation here on the 
Island." 
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SEN. R. G. WITHERS was able to fit 
an interview witn the editor of The 
News into his hard-pressed schedule 
during his visit to the Island. 

Sen. Withers, said he did not mind 
having the Interview recorded, and 
what follows is a number of seg¬ 
ments from the tape. 

The morning before, the editor 
had said to the Minister at the pier 
at Kingston that he seemed to have 
been misquoted in a radio broad¬ 
cast. The interview began with a 
discussion of that point. 

what tha people want 

Interviewer; ”1 was mistaken in 
what I said to you on the pier about 
your being misquoted. I was mis- 
•remembering and I went back to the 
tape. What you said was - ’My only 
interest is to do what the people of 
Norfolk Island want and what is best 
for them. ’" 

Sen. Withers; "Yes." 

Int: "I would think that.. .If in your 
heart of hearts you mean that 1 would 
like to use it and make something of 
it-" 

Sen. Withers: "I think I also said 
that that was the aim of Nimmo, the 
Council, me and everybody; that we 
all had the same objective; we may 
differ as to methology." 

Int: "I think if I were in your shoes 
I would wish a little bit that I hadn't 
said that because it’s a little bit 
broad, it seems to me. Is there 
some similar statement or some re¬ 
phrasing that you would be happier 
with?" 

Sen. Withers: "I don't think the 
people here are going to go through 
my words with a fine tooth comb - 
I think that what is most likely left 
is an impression. 

"If I’d had time to think about it 
I might have drawn it up very care¬ 
fully in legalese so I'd have 5, 000 
escape routes and enough qualifica¬ 
tions, exceptions and all the rest of 
it, which tends to be meaningless in 
the long ran. 

"But -- no, 1 don’t think there is 
anything wrong with it in the broad. 
The whole problem is to determine 
either of them. That's your roost 
difficult problem — how do you de¬ 
termine what the people of Norfolk 
Island want - and that means just 
not catering for majorities but re¬ 
specting what minorities want. I'm 


Sen. Withers talks about the declarations... 
referenda...how the decision will be nde..< 
tax haven...uncertainty in Burnt Pine shops 


a great believer that whilst majorit¬ 
ies have certain rights so have minor¬ 
ities and they must be respected. 

One group can't trample on another. 
It's very difficult to determine all 
these things, even in a community 
of 8, 900, 1, 000 adults. It’s not 
that easy. And that's what I'm ba¬ 
sically here for. 

"I've had four hours with the Coun¬ 
cil - I've had written communica¬ 
tions from them. 

“The Council's views are quite 
well known. If 1 spent another seven 
days with Council, I would learn 
nothing new from what they've al¬ 
ready said - and they've said very 
effectively, and very properly. 

That’s what they’re there for - to 
put the views. 

"But I also just wanted to talk to 
a range of other people like yourself, 
John Anderson, different ones who 
may wish to put a supporting view, 
a contrary view, a view which adds 
to or subtracts from. 

"Without doubt, no matter who 
you talk to here, they all have a 
great love for the island... the whole 
bit. 

"As they see it, without putting 
it too harshly, they say 'look, if 
you’d only do this, that's how you'll 
achieve what you want'. - The 
problem is not everybody says the 
same thing. 

My problem is. with the help of 
my colleague Ellicott, to eventually 
come to a conclusion." 

solenn declarations 

Int; "One of the problems I face 
running a newspaper is to try to find 
out what people want. I'm satisfied 
in my own genuine belief that a 
fair number of people on Norfolk 
don't comprehend either way what's 
involved. They have no political 
experience - they grew up without 
any knowledge of politics and no 
need to understand it, no need to 
understand what government is. I 
don't know how many such people 
there are but there are a certain 
number. 

"Of the ones that have some gen¬ 
uine proclivity one way or another. 
I'm convinced, really, that all but 
a very small number of people would 
like the island to be able to, as near¬ 
ly as it can, run it s own affairs as 
long as it doesn't displease Australia 


and Australia isn't being damaged in 
the process. 

"I’m inclined to put a great deal 
of faith in those signed declarations. 

I think that's the closest thing I've 
seen to a fair vote. " 

Sen. Withers: "You know, if a Trade 
Union Secretary tried that in Aust¬ 
ralia, he’d be criticized from one 
end of the country to the other. 

"Any person who attempts to issue 
something which not only had a 
number on it which you were ex¬ 
pected to sign and which you were 
asked to.. .maybe it's different here 
... but I think it would be laughed 
at from one end of the country to 
the other. 

"Maybe secret ballots have been 
so endemic in us for 7 Q, 80, 90 years 
that one just can’t conceive an at¬ 
tempt. Now even Mr. Gallup when 
he goes round and conducts his poll - 
his favourite question- if a Federal 
election were held on Saturday how 
would you vote - he gives a piece 
of paper to the person being polled, 
and die person ticks Liberal, Labour, 
Country Party, whatever it might be, 
and puts it in a sealed box. 

’’It’s not for me to criticize Nor¬ 
folk Island customs -- maybe that's 
the method of doing it here. 

"1 think I’m bound to say that, 
putting my own Australian exper¬ 
ience of it, I hope people haven’t 
worked too hard or spent too much 
money on it because 1 would regard 
it as totally, completely and utterly 
valueless." 

Int: "Would you!" 

Sen. Withers; "Yes." 

Int: "Seriously?" 

Sen. Withers: "As serious as that. 
The same as I do with petitions. 

I've been in politics long enough to 
know that if you put three tables 
along - yes, no and maybe - and a 
thousand people walked past, 900 
would sign each of the three. 

"I believe the only real expression 
goes through a ballot box, secretly, 
where people have had the issues 
for and against propounded. No, 
as much as people might laugh at 
elections, a lot of which of course 
are mumbo-jumbo, a lot of money 
wasted and energy misplaced -- but 
at least after a political campaign 
one hopes that the issues put by the 
opponents of each side are clearly 
understood and the elector goes away 
in the quietness and privacy of his 
polling booth and says 1, 2, 3. " 


1 0 
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referendum 

Int: "So far as I know, you as Min¬ 
ister haven't said, no, it isn't prac¬ 
tical or sensible to have a referen¬ 
dum on this question on Norfolk. 

Your Department has said that..." 
Sen. Withers: "Well, 1 don't think 
I've said anything. I'm very well 
aware there's an old old saying of 
Mr. Speaker Cameron's that what a 
referendum is is an appeal from those 
who know to those who don't know. 
We've just been through a referen¬ 
dum in Australia - our 42nd in 77 
years, and I must say I've been 
through a few referendums since 
1946. I don't think that's necessar¬ 
ily the best way - it’s the proper way, 
as we use in Australia, to amend a 
Constitution. But as a method of 
sampling opinion... Fancy me con¬ 
ducting a referendum in Australia - 
do you want to pay income tax? 

"It depends so much on the ques¬ 
tion asked. This is the 10th referen¬ 
dum I've been mixed up in in 3| 
years -- the ones we've just run I've 
been very closely connected with, 
either the yes case or the no case, 

.and one of the most important 
things is the question posed. It real¬ 
ly is. 


"You couldn’t run a referendum 
here and pose a question 'are you in 
favour of the Nimmo report?' because 
really the Council --if you could 
run everything of the Nimmo report 
through a computer you'd basically 
find the Council agrees with about 
9CfJc of it. They differ in detail 
over it but they accepted SO out of 
74 anyhow. If one wished to be 
mathematical and say you've accept¬ 
ed 50 out of 74, you've adopted most 
of the report, or the greater percen¬ 
tage of it. And then on the balance 
of the questions you argue as to the 
powers, as to when examination will 
take place, but most of the other 
items - - apart from the two that 
stand out, taxation and social ser¬ 
vices - - most of the rest of the items, 
they either want additions or subtrac¬ 
tions. Basically you can't put that 
question. " 

Int; "I think there are four that are 
locked together, that are inseparable: 
tax, social services, Australian laws 
uniformly applying, and representa¬ 
tion in the Parliament. I don't think 
you can have one of those without 
pulling the other three along. " 

Sen. Withers; "Oh well -- I don't 
think the position is you either have 
them or you don't have them-, be¬ 
cause, who knows, why can't there be 


variations? 

"My colleague the Attorney, he 
put a variation on representation, 
which I don't think Council had ever 
really considered or thought through -• 
that came out fairly clearly from the 
outset. There are other variations of 
representation -- nothing is very ab¬ 
solute in life, a politician soon learns, 
it’s "the art of the possible". And 
therefore it’s not accepted or reject¬ 
ed. There may be other acceptable 
ways of achieving the same thing but 
doing it differently." 

Departsent decided? 

Int: "I felt that a great many people 
on the island took tremendous reassur¬ 
ance from your saying so explicitly 
that you genuinely had not made up 
your mind about it." 

Sen. Withers: "No, I haven't. I 
still haven't." 

Int; "Yes. I don't question that for 
a moment and I found it very re¬ 
assuring to hear you say that. There 
is a conviction on the island that 
your Department have made up their 
minds and have very firm views. I 
can recite you what the belief is of 
the Department's views and I think 
it's a reliable recitation. The De¬ 
partment says this is still a tax haven 
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and we’ve got to stamp the thing 
out. There were ten companies form¬ 
ed last week. There was $80 million 
went through this island last year. 

We have got to smash this thing once 
and for all. There aren't that many 
Pitcairners, add it isn't that import¬ 
ant an element, really. Really, 
there's no intrinsic difference between 
Norfolk Island and a country town in 
Australia." 

Sen. Withers: "I grew up in one, 
and lived in one, until recently, all 
my life! ” 

Int; "And it's that set of views that 
leads the Department people, to the 
best of my reasonably Informed be¬ 
lief, to say, 'Look, this thing has 
got to go through, that's all there is 
about it. 

"Here we are in a position where 
you, the Minister, have not made 
up your mind and are going to form 
your own impressions and are going 
to listen to advice. You’re getting 
advice from at least two quarters, 
one from your Department and one 
up from the Norfolk Island Council. 

"I feel we lose in that contest. 

1 feel that your Department has a 
rigid, formed view." 

Cabinet decides 

Sen. Withers; "It's not just my De¬ 
partment that's looking at the report. 
It's an Inter-Departmental Committee 
on which the Attorney is represented, 
certainly the Treasury, there are a- 
bout four or five departments on it -- 
I couldn't even tell you who they 
are. 

"It's not a Departmental view -- 
it's an Inter-Departmental Commit¬ 
tees' -- as it affects a range of De¬ 
partments, the Nimmo Report, there's 
a range of Departments sitting in a 
committee situation, going through 
It, I don't even know what stage 
they're at. I think that by about 
this stage they must be damn near 
ready to get some finality. 
int.* "When Mr. O'Leary came back 
from the initial meeting of that Com¬ 
mittee, to which he was invited, he 
gave an account of it to Council, 
speaking from notes that he had made; 
and he said two or three very signifi- 
:ant things; one was that the Chair¬ 
man of the l.D.C. said that the 
:.D.C. was not to re-sift the evidence 
given to the Commission - it was not 
x> be a mini-Royal Commission. I 
:poke to the Administrator on the 
ihone the next day and I said, 'If I 
tnderstood what you were saying 
correctly, the l.D.C. has no judg¬ 
mental function. Is that right?' He 
aid, fes, that's right. It's not to 
udge, it’s to figure out how the thing 
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can be implemented. 

"Now, the difficulty for people on 
Norfolk Island of locating where the 
judgmental process is going to occur 
is something that's very worrying." 
Sen. Withers: "That's Cabinet - not 
the bureaucracy. Cabinet puts judg¬ 
ments on Minister's recommendations. 
After all, the submission that goes to 
Cabinet is my submission, not the 
Department's. The Department 
might prepare it at my direction, 
but if that doesn't reflect me, I've 
failed as a Minister. I think that's 
my attitude about any submission. 

I think there's no secrets in this, oc¬ 
casionally a Minister will say, 'My 
Department disagrees with me - but 
I think the Department’s wrong; this 
is the right attitude.' 

dialogue with Dept.? 

Int: "Assuming that the reading we 
get on the Department's views is cor¬ 
rect, and if it is opposite to Council’s 
views, is there any way it could be 
arranged for Council and some De¬ 
partmental people to talk in a frank, 
straightforward way, and have the 
Department say, 'Look, we don't 
think that will work because of this, 
or you're overlooking that' — is there 
some way there could be dialogue 
between the two? 

Sen. Withers: "I'll have to think 
about that. ” 

Int: "We have a fear that they, in 
closed offices in Canberra, have 
arrived at a view, and we don’t even 
know who 'they' are or exactly what 
'their' views are, except we've got 
pretty good reason to believe that 
they're firm and that they say die 
Nimmo Report has got to go in. I 
think it's perfectly possible that if 
conversation were straightforward, 
the Council might be able to be 
made aware by Departmental people 
of some things Council doesn't know 
about right now, or some views that 
Council hasn't taken into account. I 
think it's perfectly possible that with 
some conversation the Department 
and the Council might well come to 
something very close to a similar 
view as to what's best for the island. 

Tm convinced that the Council 
doesn't want to be silly, doesn't want 
to be foolish, doesn’t want to have 
every birthday cake in the world to 
eat all for itself; they love the island, 
they want to protect it, they want to 
do the right thing by it, and if the 
Department has sound views, then 
we're unaware of them. I wish there 
was some way..." 

Sen. Withers: "Well, I'll have to 
think about that. ” 
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tax haven 

Question; "Is it your impression 
that there's still a tax haven of signifi¬ 
cance here?" 

Sen. Withers; "Aah...No, I thought 
it was virtually closed up in 72/73. 
That is the situation. The income tax 
haven has gone. There may be a 
haven for death duties. A stamp duty 
haven perhaps. A place where docu¬ 
ments can be properly executed. " 

uncertainty In shops 

Int: "There is a problem that the 
Council raised, about uncertainty 
caused by not knowing whether there’s 
going to be taxation on the island, 
whether the report's going to come 
in, and what's going to happen to 
tourism. I think this is beginning to 
damage the island. The duty-free 
shops in Burnt Pine work, it seems to 
me, on about a six months' cycle, 
ordering something from Japan, say, 
and by the time it comes out by boat 
and by the time they get it on the 
shelves it works out at about six 
months. One shop hasn't got any 
coming on the next ships because 
they are uncertain and they don't 
know what is going to happen. If 
that happens to two or three fearful. 
traders, and their stocks begin to run 
down, the shopping district becomes 
less attractive and it begins to hurt the 
island a little bit. " 

Sen. Withers; "That's the continual 
dilemmawe're in. I got Nimmo's 
report in November/December and I 
said to the Island Council, 'Would 
you please let me have your views by 
end of February' and they said 'Give 
us a go - that's not enough time*. 

So I extended it and I said, 'Before 
I make up my mind I want to see 
you'. Maybe if I'd had their views 
in January I'd have made it here at 
Easter and we may have made up our 
minds. But everybody's wanted time 
to talk about various things. I think 
they’ve just got to be prepared to 
put up with it for another month or 

Int; "1 didn't mean to appeal for 
haste. If the right decision takes for¬ 
ever, I think the island can wait 
forever. I don't think a wrong de¬ 
cision is worth saving time for." 

Sen. Withers: "I think most busi¬ 
ness men are optimists anyhow. 1 
think any businessman here would 
know that if we made a decision to¬ 
morrow, I don't know when it would 
effective from -- I suppose we could 
make it effective from tomorrow -- 
I think they'll buy." 
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HANDBOOK 

for JULY 

^ what’s on 
^ where to find it 

► best shopping 

► Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing t imes 

► airline schedules 
^ radio programmes 

^ shipping information 

l mcm 

► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 

■SB 

S 








(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

r . / I ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 


Crouds 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY SAPPHIRE EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING' 

AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

n/Z SHOP AT 









PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berriman. 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat.. service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 

Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES : Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes-, Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5 <t a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital); 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS: 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 

to 5pm Fii. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
N.I. stamps, see Amy Bathie at De 
DeChesne's, across from the Trading Post. 
ADMINISTRATION ; Offices open 
iO-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING: Trading 
Post7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 

8.30am-8.3J)pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9- 5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 120 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document” proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved: 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together - - all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island. 

On sale at Burns Philp, Jensen’s and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N.I. - 
to N.Z., send $1.40. 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 


and amber from the Baltic 


Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



© COPYRIGHT 1977- by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

""TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT” 


HDCM 7 n AVQ 7 Qfl +n Q nm (Exce P l Sunda ys. when we get lazy and are open 
UrtN I UATO — f «uU am to 9 pm only from 9 am to 7 pm--sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and'heat-n-serve'items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops...magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers:... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 
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People who wear an Omega know why. 




Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 
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Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances'. The Sansui SR-717 protects : 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




Tl "Norfolk Island 

SUN MON TUE WED 


HISTORIC NORFOLK EVENTS IN JULY 

July 1st, 1839 - There was a mutinyamong the 80th Regi¬ 
ment soliders stationed at Norfolk's penal settlement. 

July 1st, 1914 - The Norfolk Island Act 19i3 came into 
effect. Norfolk, which had been a separate and distinct 
British Colony since 1856, was thus accepted by Australia 
as a Territory of the Commonwealth. 

July 15th, 1850 - Tervara, the last survivor of the mutin¬ 


eers and Tahitians who had settled on Pitcairn Island in 
the "Bounty", died on Pitcairn aged about 75. 

July 24th, 1793 - The schooner ’Francis", the first sailing 
ship built in Australia, was launched for a Sydney-to- 
Norfolk Island service. 

September 25th, 1828 - English laws in force on this date 
still apply on Norfolk Island unless replaced by new laws. 
September 26th, 1768 :-The ship "Supply" arrived at 
Norfolk on its second visit to the colony. 


3 


Sunrise 7.12 
Sunset 5. 31 


4 


Sunrise 7.12 
Sunset 5.32 


5 


Sunrise 7.12 
Sunset 5. 32 
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Sunrise 7.11 
Sunset 5.33 


■Church services ■housie (LC) 

■Film. sm’b’dfVVT.SO) BFilm (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


■ Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.15) 


Sunrise 7.11. 
| tyi Sunset 5. 34 
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Sunrise 7.10 
Sunset 5.35 


«| ^ Sunrise 7.10 
I Sunset 5.36 
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Sunrise 7.10 
Sunset 5.36' 


■Church services 
■Film, sm’b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
•Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


17 


Sunrise 7.09 
Sunset 5.38 


4Q Sunrise 7.08 
| Q Sunset 5. 38 


*1 Ck Sunlise 7 • 08 

I Sunset 5.39 


Sunrise 7.07 
Sunset 5.39 


■Church services 
■film, sm’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.O0) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00, 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


■ Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


24 


Sunrise 7.05 
Sunset 5.42 


MIB Sunrise 7.05 
53 Sunset 5.42 


Sunrise 7.04 
4£,f3 Sunset 5.43 


gy Sunrise 7. 04 

g Sunset 5.44 


■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd (VV7. 30) 
■ Film (MRT8 00) 


31 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

•Open night (Nik) 




CALENDAR Julv,a77 


THUR 


SAT 

1 /jifVsunrise 7 12 Sunrise 

Sunset 5 - 31 Sunset 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ SDA service 
■Hoiisie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
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Sunrise 711 
Sunset 5.33 



Sunrise 

Sunset 


7.11 

5.34 


■ Hcusie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


^ Sk Sunrise 
■ Sunset 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


Sunrise 
I Sunset 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


^ Sunrise 7 • 07 Sunrise 7 • 06 

i Sunset 5.40 <£■ Sunset 3,41 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


9 Sunrise 
Sunset 

■ SDA service 
■ Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
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Sunrise 7 °9 
Sunset 5.37 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


ft 
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Sunrise 106 
Sunset 5 41 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 
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Sunrise 7 03 
Sunset 5,44 


29 


Sunrise 7 03 
Sunset 5-45 


O C\ Suntise 1 • 03 

\ J Sunset 5 45 


■housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 





Compact size. 


MINOLTA 
POCKET AUTOPAK 270 


MINOLTA 

POCKET AUTOPAK 450E 




Pocket-size, lightweight cameras with 
fool-proof exposure control using No. 110 
film cartridge. (Model 250 has automatic 
electronic exposure control; Model 270 
features programmed automatic 
electronic exposure control). 

Genuine all-glass Rokkor lens with 5 zone 
focusing on the 250 and 270 models. ■ 
The 270 has built-in close-up capability. 

Bright, dear, information-center 
viewfinder that gives all information 
needed for fine pictures. 


World's most compact pocket _ 

cameras using No. 110 film cartridge 
with built-in strobe 



One touch built-in strobe pops-out for 
fine flash pictures 
Easy focusing by slide control with 
zone symbols and built-in macro 
lens for the 450E 


The Minolta 
110 Zoom SLR. 


Big zoom. 


The world’s first SLR using No.110 film 
cartridge with automatic exposure 
control 

Compact and lightweight pocket type 
camera with SLR versatility 


2X zoom capability with Rokkor lens 
and built-in close-up lens 
Automatic control with stepless 
shutter speed from 1/1000 sec. to full 
10 sec., for accurate exposure, ±2 EV 
exposure compensation 


CAMERALINES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 


BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on yout own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us : 

Casa Kui : "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ” 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 
Cameralines: "The Kodak instant- 
print EK-6 camera for only $75; and 
a complete sound movie outfit, witn 
Argus camera and Norris sound pro¬ 
jector, only $400. " 

Pacific Hire Cats: "We’e just reduced 
the price of the Casiotion RUB digi¬ 
tal watches to $59. 95. In Sydney 
they're advertised at $114. " 


CASIO. . . REMINGTON 
CASA KUI. . .INTERNA 
TIONAL DUTY-FREE. . 
THE TRADING POST.. 
NORFOLK TRADER. . . 
MILTONS. . . CAMERA - 
LINES. . . PROUD’S. . . 


Proud's : “Omega watches". 
International Duty-free :Torches, 
the famous Ever-ready brand, priced 
as low as 490; and duty-free records 
and cassettes - a big range of latest 
international releases now available." 
Norfolk Trader; "Bio-Loo chemical 
toilet, suit Burnt Pine, $840. " 

Miltons; "The Canon AE-1 camera 
for $326. 50 as against rec. Austra¬ 
lian retail of $610; Crown portable 
3-in-l, no NZ duty, $159.95." 

The' Trading Post : "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


Down 

1. Choose 

2. Fishing net 

3. Levy 

4. Poll 

6 . Parliamentarian 

8 . Profit 

9. Not me 

11. Extremity 

12. Smart 

13. Average 

14. Island 

15. Rise above 



BCB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

BSB 

S 


7. Representat¬ 
ive Assembly 
10. Devoured 
12. Investigation 

16. Shade 

17. Pelted 

18. Pasture 

19. Electorate 


PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 



Back issues - variety of sets 
DeCHESNE'S STORE - Hospital Corner 
Note - DeChesne’s is also stockist of 
back issues of the No rfolk Island News 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

SAVE $$$ AND HELP N. I. 


With ocean freight costing a 
whopping $90 per cubic metre, 
imported soft drinks cost you a 
lot for every bubble. Then you 
chuck the bottle. Result; Norfolk 
messy, you poorer. 

We make terrific soft drinks at 
our own sparkling plant in Cas¬ 
cade Rd. We re-use bottles. We 
refund for any you don't use. 
Drive down and select your own 
mix (soda squash, pineapple, 
creaming soda, lemonade, rasp¬ 
berry, lime, orange, cola, gin¬ 
ger beer, dry ginger ale, soda, 
tonic & bitter lemon tonic) for 
$3.60-case of 24 lOoz bots., or 
$4.20-case of 12 24oz bots. Re¬ 
sult: happy holiday for you with 
a nice fizzy always at hand, a 
tidier Norfolk, good ecology, 

& extra money saved for you. 

cascAde 


SOFT DRINKS 








Braun the world’s best sellingloil 
shavers. (Witha3yearguarantee) 

Braun invent the slim shaver. 

Over twenty years ago Braun pioneered the shaving system 
that became Europe's and the world’s best selling foil shavers. 

Now with typical West German technology they've 
developed the ultimate in design, function and precision. 

The new Braun Synchron Plus. 

New super thin foil shaves skin-close. 

The less between you and the blades — the closer the shave. 

The Synchron Plus foil was made wafer thin to shave skin- 
close and designed with a 
unique pattern of slots and 
holes to trap every whisker. 

Super thin to get skin 
close — and then platinum 
coated for sensitive skins. 

Super slim head. 

Super slim to make it easier to get at the difficult places. 

Dual Voltage 120-240 AC for world wide use. 

Even the on/off switch does something else. 

One click further and it switches on the long hair trimmer. 

Braun Synchron Plus. 

One of the range of Braun shavers 
available from major 
department stores and 
electrical retailers 



NORFOLK IRADER 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY . 

9.15 My Music 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 
1C. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 


9. 00 Band Call 
10.30 Close 

WEDNESDAY 

9.15 How the West was sung 
10.05 Another Part of 


4-6. 30 Shut Down 

6.30 Rowdy's Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W show 

8. 45 Top Pops/9. 00 news 

9.15 Naked Vicar show 
10.00 Li ye .Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music fromShows & f 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Notes from the past 

11.30 Glen Miller Sound 
12. 05 Ticker. tape& phone 

1.15 Methodist Program 
4-7.00 shut down 

7. 00 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz program) 

7.30 Bits & Pieces 
8.00 Many-a-Slip 


the W.ood 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 
Hospital Prog. 

12.05 World Affairs 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mth. 
only) N.I. Council 
Meeting 

6. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Com- 
s edy. Drama, Book 
Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
It. i 5 Lucky Jim 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs 

Program 

1.15 S. D. A. program 


4-7.15 shut down 

7.15 Topics from 

Holland 

7.30 (First Thurs. in 
Mth. Council Re¬ 
broadcast) 

8.00 Just a Minute 

9. 00 Britain '77 

FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

(nusic) 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Musical Hits from 
Germany/Netherlands 
12.05 Science//Sports 

1.15 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 

10.15 Close 


SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Radio Aust. News 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Overdrive 

12.00 Local news, requests 
1. 00 Young Mood - includes 
Top Ten, dedications 

3. 00 Sports relay from 

Radio Australia 

6. 05 How the West was sung 

6.30 Comedy 

7.00 Movin' Music 

8. 00 Drama 

9. 00 Variety Show 

10. 00 Close 
SUNDAY 

4. 00 Sunday Comix 

5. 00 Vibes to Do It By 

7. 00 Sunday Radio - 

drama, music, etc. 


FLIGHTS 


RF.-CONFIRM 
24 HRS AHEAD 

• 

CHECK WITH THE 
AIRLINE FOR DE¬ 
LAYS OR LATE 
CHANGES; 
EAST-WEST 2195 


SYDNEY 

EAST-WEST AIRLINES 

Arrives Sundays, Wednes¬ 
days, Fridays and Mon.31st 
ait 2.15pm 

Departs Mondays, Thurs¬ 
days and Saturdays at 10am 

EXCEPTIONS; Fri 15th and 
Sun 17th, arrive 1.30pm 
Sat 16th and Mon 18th, 
depart 11.30 am. 


AUCKLAND 


AIR NEW ZEALAND 

Arrives 10.30 am, departs 
12.15pm Sundays, Wed¬ 
nesdays, Fridays and Sat¬ 
urdays except Sat 9th 


BRISBANE 

AND LORD HOWE ISLAND 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES 
Pep. Arr. 
Monday 8.30 

Tuesday 

Wednesday - 2,30* 

Thursday 8.30* 5.15 

Friday 8.30 5.15 

Saturday 8.30 5.30* 

Sunday 8.30* 5.15 

•indicates call at Lord Howe Is 



elegant norfolk island handcrafts 


NORFOLK ISLAND P ATNf ? INGS. . . W EA-VINGS. . . LO V E L Y IMPORTED 
VENETIAN GLASS...AND OTHER BEAUTIFUL THINGS TO HELP 
YOU RECALL YOUR ISLAND HOLIDAY WITH ADDED PLEASURE 


ONE OF THE FIRST SHOPS ON YOUR RIGHT APPROACHING BURNT PINE FROM THE SOUTHEAST 



IN 1907 MARIA BAILEY MARRIED DICK HEAPS AND ON HIS RETIREMENT HE 
BUILT THE ISLAND HOME OF "HILLCREST" FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT 
FROM THE MELANESIAN MISSION AND THE CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON AND MADE A FINE ISLAND HOME. 


IN 1977 


IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO ENJOY THE RELAXING AND HOMELY 
ATMOSPHERE OF AN EARLY ISLAND HOUSE BY DINING AT -- 




Maria Heaps Restaurant 

NEXT TO THE HILLCREST HOTEL, TAYLOR’S ROAD - BETWIXT BURN PINE & KINGSTON 


WHERE YOU CAN DINE SIX DAYS IN A WEEK AND EACH TIME BE OFFERED 
A DIFFERENT SELECTION OF ISLAND, PACIFIC OR INTERNATIONAL DISHES 

THE A LA CARTE MENU CHANGES DAILY 


Phone 2255 -- Open daily from 7 p.m. except Thursday - - Restaurant bar opens 6 p.m. 


LIGHT HOT AND COLD LUNCHES - DAILY FROM NOON-1.30RM. 


MISSION ROAD 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 

ROY SMITH 


EIKI 


NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16 mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 


CONTACT US FOR YOUR 


PROJECTOR a FILM REQUIREMENT 


THE IDEAL GIFT FOR THE IDEAL WAY TO STAY IN 

A FRIEND WHO LIKES NORFOLK TOUCH WITH THE ISLAND 

AFTER YOUR HOLIDAY 



SENT BY AIRMAIL EVERY MONTH; AUSTRALIA $10p.a./N.Z. $A20 p.a. 
Published by Ed Howard/Box 94/ Norfolk Island 2899/Subscriptions shortened if postage rises again 





SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-frl-Sat-Sun 






sea 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABQ+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AI 

*A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

I 

l*°* e / ** 

; v^° Inspection 

= 0®" .AO®'- Welcomed I 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 



Foinft Shoot" 
Onlyby Vivitai. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar nanrie has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’n Shoot camera. 


MILTONS N d^free C centre E 


OaBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 







Charging theworld's 
starkiara of accuracy. 

The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for conti nu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the secondhand no buttons technologically advanced timepiece.You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 

It'swhat you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


The Hoodwinking of Uncle Cornish 


AT THE ORDER OF GOVERNOR SIR HARRY RAWSON, THE 
ISLANDERS LIVING AT KINGSTON IN 1908 HAD TO SIGN 
OVER ALL CLAIM TO THEIR HOUSES. OR BE THROWN 
OUT. UNCLE CORNISH QUINTAL WENT TO SYDNEY TO 


PROVE THAT THE HOUSES HAD BEEN GIVEN TO THE OR¬ 
IGINAL PITCAIRN SETTLERS — BUT THE GOVERNOR 
BLUFFED HIM, IN A SHOCKING TWIST OF TRUTH. THE 
ASTONISHING STORY IS TOLD HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME. 


AFTER HAVING BEEN a separate 
and distinct British Colony for 58 
years, Norfolk Island became a Terri¬ 
tory of the Commonwealth of Aust¬ 
ralia in 1914, 

For almost 18 years before the 
change finally took effect, people 
on the Island objected and resisted. 
They petitioned the King, made 
sworn statements of their understand¬ 
ing of Norfolk's legal position, and 
tried their best to present facts and 
reasoning that would allow them to 
remain a Crown Colony. 

Outwardly, the British Colonial 
Office and the New South Wales 
Governors who were responsible for 
Norfolk Island maintained an even- 
handed position, declaring again 
and again that the historic rights of 
the Pitcairn settlers were without 
foundation. 

But private correspondence and 
reports within the Government of 
those days - now available for pub¬ 
lic scrutiny - tell a shockingly diff¬ 
erent story. 

Among the Islanders' main ob¬ 
jectives were to keep Norfolk as 
free as possible from outside direc¬ 
tion of its affairs, and to assert the 
reality of the promises that had 
been made to the Pitcairners when 
England moved them to Norfolk in 
1856. 

Among the Government's main 
objectives were to maintain control 
over much of the land of the Island, 
and to defend whatever actions had 
been taken by earlier Government 
authorities. 

In the early years of this century 
three questions of control flared in¬ 
to prominence: the proposal to 
annex Norfolk to Australia, the im¬ 
position of outside regulation on 
petty local matters, and the owner¬ 
ship of the old stone houses at Kings¬ 
ton. 

"owing to the estab¬ 
lishment of a cable.." 

There were many arguments and 
reasons given for annexing Norfolk 
to Australia. A principle one was 
seldom mentioned publicly, but in 
a private report of Mr. W. Houston, 
the Sydney-based Deputy Administra¬ 


tor for Norfolk Island Affairs, it was 
put plainly: 

"Owing to the establishment of a 
Cable Station on its shores, " Mr. 
Houston recorded On December 17 th, 
1902, "it has, from being an almost 
forgotten geographical expression, 
come to be a position of importance 
and of possible strategic value; the 
security of which must be provided 
for. 

"This fact alone seems to consti¬ 
tute an important factor in the con¬ 
sideration of any form of annexa¬ 
tion. .." 

The issue of outside regulation, 
in the early 1900s, was most hotly 
contested in a dispute about licens¬ 
ing dogs. It sounds ridiculous but 
the Islanders regarded it as a last 
straw in the process by which they 
lost their power of self-government, 
and dug their heels in. 

they threw the Doq 
Act under the table 

The Governor, Sir Harry Raw son, 
responded to complaints of loose¬ 
running dogs on Norfolk by requiring 
them to be licensed, with an annual 
fee of one shilling and sixpence. 

There were apparently not actually 
many problems with dogs, and the 
Council of Elders decided they didn't 
like the idea of licensing. 

Governor Sir Harry Rawson actually 
wrote to the Secretary of State for 
Colonies about it: 

"In 1902 shortly after my assump¬ 
tion of office 1 discovered that the 
Elders adopted an extraordinary atti¬ 
tude in regard to the administration 
of Acts authorised by some of my pre¬ 
decessors. 

"For instance an Act dealing with 
the Registration of Dogs was thrown 
by the Elders under the table and no 
notice taken of it... I warned the El¬ 
ders that the Act must be enforced. 

"They (the Elders) in their attempt 
to defy my authority resigned with 
the exception of one, and as the 
affairs of the Island were in anything 
but a satisfactory condition 1 person¬ 
ally paid a visit to the Island in 1903 
and accepted the resignation of the 
Elders; gave them a new Constitution 
(which I am glad to say has worked 


exceedingly well); and at the same 
time 1 impressed upon them that 1 
would have my orders obeyed; that 
I would send a Commissioner to in¬ 
quire into the case of those Islanders 
who were illegally on Crown Lands; 
that the question of the ownership of 
the Islanders to the houses and land 
belonging to the Crown was closed 
and would not under any circumstan¬ 
ces be reopened; that descendants of 
original Pitcairners down to grand¬ 
children would remain rent free - be¬ 
yond them rent would be charged. 

"To enforce the rights of the Crown 
and to give the people legal rights 
to the use of the houses, I directed 
that licenses should be issued... A 
few only of die Islanders objected to 
my decision in this matter till some 
agitator sent a Petition to His Majes¬ 
ty..." 

The Islanders believed that they 
bad been promised the Kingston 
Houses by the British Government 
in 1856. They lived in them undis¬ 
turbed for some 50 yean. When Gov¬ 
ernor Rawson claimed that the houses' 
were the property of the Crown, and 
that the families occupying them 
had to acknowledge this and sign li¬ 
censes, they were appalled. 

Governor "Rawson decided that he 
had to take extreme action; and did. 
People who would not sign licenses 
were to be evicted, bodily. 

A contemporary description of the 
situation appeared in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on April 29th, 1907: 


LOOKING AFTEB POSTERITY. 

THB FOURTH GENERATION'S INTERESTS. 

LEGAL PROCESSES DEFfftD. 

Thoro ha3 been considerable unrest lately 
with resard to the bouses Id town, and the 
course iho Government Intended to pursue 
with referonce thereto. The occupants still 
cling to the Idea that the houses were origi¬ 
nally given to them, and will not sign the 
license proffered by the Government, which 
secure, them in possession free uutll the 
end of the third generation, and after that 
the premises can be leased at a nominal 
rent, the only condition being in keep the •- 
houses in repair. The Chief Magistrate has 
done everything ,ln his power to smooth 
matters, but as yet none have signed, and 
the situation has become acute. Kotlcoe wero - 
served on two of the occupants giving them 
48 hours either to sign or give up possession, 
but as they would neither sign nor give up. 
possession the Chief Magistrate and the po¬ 
lice, on the expiry of the notice, proceeded I 
to enforce the law. At tho Drat house the I 
lady fainted, and could not be removed, so 1 
(please turn to the next page) 
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in this cane proceedings had to be *usi>«nd«d. | 
At the next house the man had locked him- . 
solt In and refused to give admittance, so' 
the police effected an entry by the baok door.: 
At this stage, at the urgent request of a depu¬ 
tation, the Chief Magistrate, subject to the) 
approval of the Governor, consented to stay' 
proceedings until tbo arrival of the nextj 
steamer, as an Important communication waaJ 
expected from England by that mall, and] 
matters are now In suspense. A big crowdJ 
had assembled, principally women, on the op4 
caslon, an d the so^ne was ve ry painful. . J 

Early in 1908, the temporary delay 
in evicting people came to an end. 

One of the Quintal family described 
what happened in a letter, part of 
which read: 

1 am writing you with a very sore 
heart. Thursday and Friday last we 
witness the most cruel and saddest 
thing that ever we witness in our lives 
as a community. Women and child¬ 
ren turned out of their houses on the 
street without a hearing to their claims. 

If some of the people only stand out 
with me instead of backing the magis¬ 
trate in carrying out his orders, we 
would stop their proceedings until 
' we get a hearing. The women-folks, 
some crying, some giving the length 
of their tongue, whilst some of the 
occupiers going out of their minds. 

Some been carried away on stret¬ 
chers (Mrs. Bataille). Tabor’s 
girls (two of them) went out of their 
irtnd, and still they are turned out, 
and allowed to remain because they 
are not fit to be shifted. None of 
these people have signed, except 
Mrs. Hunt (Christian), I believe un¬ 
der protest. I believe eight famil¬ 
ies are turned but of their homes. 

Mrs. Bataille. George Evans, Mrs. 
Jemima Christian, Gregory Quintal, 

Carol Adams (Philip McCoy is allow¬ 
ed to remain on account of his old 
age), Mrs. Fairfax Quintal and Dri¬ 
ver’s family. Miss Eveline Buffett 
has signed when they first started 
the racket. Mrs. Henry Quintal, at 
the pier, is turned out. Old Johnny, 
at the pier, is allowed, like Philip, 
to stay on account of old age ... 

I hope God will yet raise up some¬ 
one who will move for us in this 
matter, for we are shamefully treat¬ 
ed by the Governor, who send down 
and give the magistrate instructions 
not to hear us in our claims, but if 
the people refuse to sign he is to 
take possession of the Crown prop¬ 
erty. But you have seen the many 
despatches which we hold as proof 
that these houses, as well as die 
land, is given to us. You also see 
the affidavies of the magistrates 
who were magistrates before we 
left Pitcairn's Island and magistra¬ 
tes after we landed here-, all we hold 
as proofs that these things were given 
to the people. ’’ 


The Rev. Sydney H. Nobbs-Rawdon, 
a son of George Hunn Nobbs who be¬ 
came the Vicar of Pagham, near 
Bognor, England, had supported the 
Islanders' cause for some years, and 
had put the case for their ownership 
of virtually all of Norfolk Island to 
the Secretary of State for Colonies. 

When the evictions actually 
occurred, Rev. Nobbs-Rawdon com¬ 
plained to the Secretary of State, 
who cabled Governor Rawson to learn 
what was happening. On January 
21st the Governor cabled back: 

"In reply to your telegram of yes¬ 
terday's date Rawdon’s statements 
have been dealt with, no truth in 
any of them. No hardship of any 
sort inflicted but Crown rights to 
land and buildings must be upheld. 

No descendant of original Pitcairn 
Islanders down to grandchildren has 
been charged rent or evicted. After 
grandchildren lease will be given at 
option for nominal rent. To arrive 
at a final settlement of the question 
of the inhabitants of Norfolk Island 
claiming that the Crown has no rights 
this action has been taken. See my 
former despatches. Despatch follows 
by mail dealing with matter. Rawson." 

a private and confi¬ 
dential despatch 

The Governor's despatch, a long 
one supported with another lengthy 
report from Mr. Houston, the Depu¬ 
ty Administrator, was sent on Janu¬ 
ary 21st, 1908,. One week later the 
Governor sent a "Private and con¬ 
fidential" letter to the Secretary of 
State. Here are parts of it: 

"It is very difficult to deal with 
one of two of the agitators without 
proceeding to extreme measures. So 
far I have been able to do so, but it 
is only with the support of the Secre¬ 
tary of State that these constant at¬ 
tempts to claim Crown Rights will be 
stdpped. 

"The Secretary of State may tely 
that no injustice will be done by me, 
but it is absolutely necessary for the 
good government of the Island, and 
in the interests of the Islanders them¬ 
selves, that an end should be put to 
the disquieting influences of a few 
persons who, having nothing to lose 
themselves, are fomenting discontent 
amongst the simpler sort of people. 

"Until the people understand that 
the Crown Rights will be upheld, 
these petitions will continue to be 
sent to His Majesty and the proper 
administration of affairs will be im¬ 
peded. 

"Should you approve of my pro¬ 


ceedings in these matters” (i. e. the 
evictions - ed.) "it would greatly 
facilitate administration if you would 
telegraph to that affect on receipt of 
this letter." 

an urgent cable: 
trouble on Norfolk 

Governor Rawson's private letter 
was received by the Secretary of 
State on March 3rd, 1908. Seven 
days later came a telegram from the 
Governor: 

"Reverend Nobbs Rawdon has tele¬ 
graphed to Norfolk Island advising 
them to sign no leases causing much 
trouble. Request cable approving ac - 
tion taken by me. Rawson. " 

And the Secretary of State obliged 
at once, with a cable in code, which 
when deciphered read: 

"Your telegram of 10 March Nor¬ 
folk Island petition is being submit¬ 
ted for H. M.s instructions in the ord¬ 
inary course. In the meantime I 
approve your proceedings. Elgin. " 

C. P. Lucas, one of the senior 
men in the Secretary of State’s office, 
wrote Gov. Rawson a confidential 
letter three days later. "His Majes¬ 
ty is now a Biarritz, " he said, "and 
the petition has been sent to him with 
an expression of Lord Elgin's view 
that it should not be entertained." 


In these tense circumstances, with 
the Islanders outraged by the evictions 
and with Governor Sir Harry Rawson 
determined to hold his position, 67- 
year-old Cornelius Quintal, one of 
the original settlers from Pitcairn, 
decided to go to Sydney and see the 
Governor. 

"Uncle Cornish" had somehow - 
it must have been extremely diffi¬ 
cult - been able to find one of the 
most important of the historic docu¬ 
ments that showed how Norfolk Island 
was promised to the people of Pit¬ 
cairn. 

(For readers who have not examin¬ 
ed recent issue of The News, a con¬ 
densed mention of the five main docu¬ 
ments will be necessary. (1) Sir Will¬ 
iam Denison, Governor of N.S.W., 
had been authorised by the Secretary 
of State to take responsibility for the 
manner and conditions of the move 
of the Pitcairn community to Norfolk. 
Gov. Denison informed the Secretary 
(2) that he felt the Pitcairners should 
govern themselves with nominal 
supervision, and should be given vir¬ 
tually all Norfolk land. He sent a ship, 
the Morayshire, to Pitcairn, with Act- 
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ing Lt. G.W. Gregorie as his agent 
for the voyage. Denison instructed 
Gregorie to divide all of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and among the Pitcairners, save for 
about 700 acres and the large public 
buildings that were not needed for 
residences. (3) Queen Victoria in 
Council made an order creating Nor¬ 
folk as a separate colony and making 
Denison its Governor, with power to 
make laws and grant land; the order 
was subject to (4) instructions saying 
that the Governor was to make laws 
and grant land as the Pitcairners want¬ 
ed it done, preserving their tradition¬ 
al self-government. Denison had 
sent complete copies of his plans for 
the move, including his letter of in¬ 
structions to Gregorie, to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, who (6) informed him 
after the move that his plans, as orig¬ 
inally set out, were exactly what the 
British Government had wanted. Cop¬ 
ies of all these documents exist in 
Government records. 

(The Islanders knew from their 
parents and grandparents what the 
British Government had promised, 
and whenever the outside Governor 
of Norfolk interfered in their self- 
government they protested. But 
they were never able to present a 
full set of the documents that show¬ 
ed what the promise - and the inten¬ 
tion - had been.) 

Uncle Cornish sets 
sail for Sydney 

Uncle Cornish was able to lay hands 
on copies of various documents, includ¬ 
ing Denison's instructions to Lt. Gre- 
gorie. Convinced that England had 
promised all but 700-odd acres of 
Norfolk to the Pitcairners, and that 
Gregorie's instructions contained the 
promise (which indeed it does), he 
bought a ticket on the steamer to Syd¬ 
ney and set out to see Governor Raw - 
son. 

A Rev. James Wollnough, of the 
Sydney suburb of Petersham and a 
great supporter of the Norfolk Island¬ 
ers, accompanied Uncle Cornish to 
see the Governor. A couple of weeks 
before Uncle Cornish reached Sydney, 
Rev. Woolnough was summoned to see 
the Governor, and the Sydney Morning 


ed the island and all its contents upon 
them as their future home. Mr. Wool¬ 
nough explains that his Excellency 
stated these to have been unauthorised 
assurances; and that as soon as they 
became known to. the British Govern¬ 
ment they were countermanded and 
the proper statement made of the in¬ 
tentions of the British Government in 
relation thereto. That is the point in 
contention. H 

Now let the newspaper accounts of 
the day take up the story. 


ND. / 


NORFOLK ISLAND. 

Ssi.rt --- 2‘ 

DELEGATE ARRIVI 

Mr. Cormwfllls Quintal, of Norfolk Inland, 
'arrived In Sydney by Meaara. Burns, Pbllp’s 
steamer Tambo yesterday. Ho brings 

bim a mass of papers to support tbe .-. 

which tho Islanders set up— that tbe lulaud 
was given to them by the representative nr 
Queen Victoria when first they landed upon It.' 
Mr. Quintal's mission, and the matters which I 
have not yet been settled, wore fully set out! 
In thn “Herald" of Juno 17. 13, and 10. It is! 
enough to say bore that the Colonial Office,, 
which govern* Norfolk Island, objocts to tbe 
ciuitu of the Islanders on tho ground that 
tbe promise was withdrawn as soon as the: 
home Government knew that It bad been made. 
Some of the Islanders were recently naked to 
sign a document acknowledging themselves 
tenants of the Government, and lt Beoms that, 
some of those who would not do this were' 
‘victed. The Governor of New South Wales 
s ex-officio Governor of Norfolk Island, and 
Mr. Quintal is to Interview Sir Harry Tlawson. 
probably on Monday next, aud lay his papers I 
before him. 


island was being settled. It withdraws a 
suggestion to send an officur to "regulata 
the allotment of land to the families, ’ etc., 
as "tlie Islanders tbcmsolves have placed a 
magistrate in authority" who could do it. He 
says he has directed Mr. Gregorie, with the 
exceptiou ot a few reserves for public pur¬ 
poses, "to divide the whole island Between 
I the newcomer*: and my object in so doing is 
I to check any attompt which might be made 
I on tho part at the Inhabitants of tho Aus- 
Itrallan colonies to establish themselves on 
Ftho Island. u Is essential the land should 
| be transferred to tho now comers In such a 
manner as to glvo them a right to deal with 
It as their own," Legislative Interference 
from colonial Governments should be kept 
out. Instructions were given to Lieutenant 
Gregorio to set aside a little public land and 
globe. "The remainder ... should. ( 
think, be banded over to the different hwSids 
of families, according to sonic scale agreed 
upon between yourself and the magistrate, the 
object being to check Inhabitants of: n.djoiu- 


Ing color 
Tho ' 


Oovprnn 


that ’ this ’ 
erve, bin 


•heir houses to them. Mr. Quintal" ashed 
the Governor If ho would furnish them with 
papers shewing that tho arrangcmeiiis made 
by Llcufcniint Gregorie were ever retracted. 

withdrawal of sny offer till It was mentioned 
• him wh< n he arrived the other ifny lit Ryd- 


. . Ft.Is 
IStai for thi 


.that 1 
Meliineslan Mission. Prole 
that land had to bo given u 
nlral Moresby, a frier ‘ ‘ 


<>:—"The leaders of the 
tetecuinh 


Governor Raw son made a point 
of seeing Uncle Cornish almost at 
once. On July 1st the Herald ran 
this account of the meeting: 

NOliFOLK ISLAND lWL’EliS. 


LAID BEFORE GOVERNOR*-* 

S'*'# ~ 

KEPT APART PROM AUSTRALIA. 

Mr. "Cornwalls" Qulutal. who has brought, 
from Norfolk Island a number ot papers 
(In support or tbu plea or tho evicted IbUnders 
that thulr houses weru given then* by Queen' 
Victoria when they were brought to the island 
In iciabK laid them before tho Governor yes¬ 
terday. Mr. Qulutul Is a grandson of one of 
the live Bounty mutineers, from whom five of 
the Norfolk {stand families aru jjjfsccndod. 
Those five wore Christian, Young, Adam, 
M'Coy, and Matthew Quintal. Tho uin'lneers 
reached, Pitealrtf 'laland in 1738, and the first 
Bhip to call them was a -whaler in 1*08. In 
l»jii about lti7 inlanders—Mm "Cornwalls” 
Quintal wan t5 lit the time—woru' ttf night to 
Norfolk Inland. Some lim e or four, tnluilles 


clous, gift will appear to li.iv* been forgot¬ 
ten:" ho sayki* However, the land was glvun, 
though It mi ill rankles. 

LOUD BEAUCHAMP’S PROMISE. 

Lastly. Mr. Quintal says that H-irl Bi-nti- 
•h.iiup, viuillng lhe Island, promised to send a 
Judge to hear belli Hides ami inuh.i u Jusl'Kct- 






Mr. Olive 
-”l>o you ci 


L-plied: 


tic the diupu ... 

—"I am sorry to toll you I did t 
coming here as Ear! Bcaucnump promised you. 
but at the last moment, on leaving the boat, 
the Govcrnbr's secretary handed me a letter: 
and I find I am hero with certain Instructions, 
ami not as tho Governor promised you. I come 
with my hands tied." Tlio Judge’s report lias 
been withheld from tho Islanders. 

> OlffLV INQUIRY ASKED. 

, M*r Quintal asked tho Governor yesterday 
that {hi* inquiry should be reopened, and (hr 
peopW would pledge themselves to abide by 
.the result. They have possessed tbolr houses 
undisturbed lor 16 years. 

Mr. Quintal and llev. J. Woolnough were with 
• the Ooyarnor for an hour end u half. Sir 
; Harry Ilmwson, they stated, wan thoroughly 
pouted In every detail, uud had on the table. 
I lie above documents. He told Mr. Qulutal ■ 
that Within a few days be would give him 
very fpll answers ou every point rulsud, and 11 
necessary a further Interview. Ills Excel, 
lency obviously wished to ulluy ull anxiety; 
but hs laid it down with the utmost decision 
that the disputed Iwuso properly unquestion¬ 
ably belonged to lbo Grown; uud tbu only ob-. 
Jcot was to have those rights recognised. 
That Is whore the matter now lies. A fur¬ 
ther Interview may take place on Friday or 
Tuesday. ___ - .. 


Herald described the situation on June 
17th, 1908. The.article said in part 
as follows: 

"'The. Governor,' said Mr. Woolnough 
yesterday, 'all through the interview 
manifested the most kindly spirit and 
interest in the welfare of these people.' 

.. . When they landed on the island 
first, the Pitcairn people were inform -' 
ed that the British Government bestow- 


arid-wards went Duck to Pitcairn. There 
ale now about 800 people ou Norfolk Island, 
including the desceiidaets ot throe outsiders— 
Mr. Nobbs, the ttrst- poejor; Mr. Bullet, a 
schoolmaster; und :i Mr. liVossi.^ ■_ 

UN DISTURBED EX PERI WENT. 

Mr. Quintal said yesterday that ho laid tho 
papers before the Governor. It wl*i 
be noticed that what Is dourly insisted 
on all thruugu “‘hr tjjut lltd island Is to bo 
kept for tliu l‘ltcslrn'"pebtde, and..Australian 
seitlemoiu Is not to d.utui b.-tfc'.t'XperUuBiU. 
Tim most important despatch la from Governor 
Denison to 31r*G<iQ|:gf Grey—sent when ih« 


Governor Rawson considered what 
Uncle Cornish had said, and looked 
at the documents he had brought 
from Norfolk. Two of the key docu¬ 
ments - the 1856 Order in Council 
and the instructions that accompanied 
the Order •» were missing. 

- Governor Rawson had taken the 
position that even though Denison 
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and Gregorle had made promises to 
die Pitcairners, these promises had 
been "countermanded" as soon as the 
British Government learned of diem. 
This would-be a rather delicate mat¬ 
ter to prove, mainly because it was 
not true. The Brldsb Government 
did not countermand Denison's and 
Gregorie's actions when word of them 
reached London; the Secretary of 
State in fact bad written to Denison, 
after studying his plans, "< entirely 
approve of those proceedings, and 
have to express to you my satisfac¬ 
tion at the manner In which you have 
carried out the wishes of Her Majes¬ 
ty's Government..> 

How to make Uncle Cornish and 
Rev. Woolnougb believe that the 
promises had been countermanded? 
Governor Rawson studied the possi¬ 
bilities, and decided on a plan. He 
summoned Uncle Cornish and Rev. 
Woolnough back and talked with 
them. Here is the "Herald's" account 
of die meeting, and a letter Rev. Wool- 
. nough wrote, with further details, that 
appeared three days later; 

| NORFOL K ISLAN D. 

r "Repeal TO THE OOvi^HOH 


Sir Harry Rawson, aa Governor or Norfolk 
Island, yesterday gave bis answer to Mr. Cor- 
nnlius Quintal (graudeon of tho llounty mu¬ 
tineer), who had e.umn from Norfolk Inland 
(o (date I ho claim of the evicted Inlanders to 
their houses. Ills Kseellency showed Mr. 
Quintal and Rev. J. Woolnougb, who accom¬ 
panied him, an Order In Council of I8S6, which 
apparently they had novor soon before. When 
the Islanders were first shipped from Pitcairn 
Island to Norfolk Island, they wero allotted 
their land and houses by Lieutenant Gregorio. 

‘ 'his reached England au 
Immediately iasued dls- 
liad done, and muktng 
jl the Crown. This was 
lovrrnor showed to Mr. 
deputation that Its ali¬ 
ke '.o of tho documcuta 
> the law officers of the 
Wales; and should any- 


eil, dated 1SGG, “which, apparently, the depu¬ 
tation luta nut previously seen." This state¬ 
ment confirms tlm .first complaint which Hit 


; held from them. Hero Is one of tho l> 
j formed men on Norfolk Island seeing I 
i first lime a document which U Ofty-lwc 


re never been made acquainted. 

second sentence of the report of the 
w tho statement ts made that when 
mt Gregorie's report or his work went 
aud It was at ooco annulled by this 
i Count'll. . We had no tlmo on Tues- 
retuf'lha full test of that Order, but' 
•llorn-y was good' enough to read one 


other purponos than that they might remain 
in possession of Un-m. Tlmy must urge, also, 
that tho Crown has been Tor fifty-two years 
fully acquainted with tho trespass (If It Is 
a trespass), and haa taken no atepa to as¬ 
sort Us rights until quite recent years, and 
that, in any oaso tho onforocmant of u law 
so cruel, and, as they feel, so unjust. Is not: 
creditable to the Crown, nor In harmony with 1 
tho generous altltudo of the late Queen. Fur¬ 
ther, they must urge that If the Crown claims 
aro good now they wore good at any time 
during tho past nulf-century, and that if they 
are good at all they are. good without • tho 
necessity of signing a document which will dis¬ 
tinctly put the Islanders out of Court for till 
tlmo In any pk-a that they may rutso. 

Mr. Quintal returns to tho Island very much 


was vscciitlul to the completion of Gregorio's 
worlf; 'and not ttf Supersede It. Gregorio's 
recommendation was that fifty-acre blocks bo 
secured to- the settlers by free grantk. Doubt¬ 
less, under tbs authority contained In this 
Order in Council, these documentary titles 
wero Issued, so that In this particular, aa to 
the area and tho ireshuusa of the grant, 
Gregorie's recommendation has been observed, 
from IMIS until free grunts Wero finally 
abolished in quite recent years, tho qnly vari¬ 
ations being lb tlm ■‘eduction of the areu from 
fifty to Iwnnly-fivo ncres, and eventually to 
twelve and a half fills). Another part of 
Gregorio's work doeu uot aerm to have been 
set ustde. All the rccont trouble has arlsou 
through' the Crown taking wha, woro oon- 
sidcrcd to bo necessary steps to set up and 
clear Its own rights within the bouodary 
line of Gregorio’s reservation. This also Is 
a part of Gregorio's work, which was not an¬ 
nulled or sot aside. 

My advice has been asked, and not volun¬ 
teered, In this matter, and after spending 
anxious days and alcepleaa nights over It I 
have come to the conclusion that tho matters 
nbovo referred to arc, after all, of very small 
Importance to tbs rosl Issue, and f have now 
proceeded to advise tho Islanders lo take no 
•tope In thp matter until the findings of the 
Crown Lave Department are Issued, as his 
Excellency the Governor has graciously pro. 
mlsed that If the smallest loophole can 


,a| Petersham, July It. 


His Excellency had not let them 
| see the Order in Council, nor had he 
given them a copy of it. Had he been 
so rash, they would have seen that the 
Order was subject to Instructions. 

1 They might have asked to know what 
the Instructions were. Seeihg them, 
j they would have recognised the truth 
i with only a few minutes of study; 

these documents, utterly the reverse 
j of countermanding Denison's and 
j Gregorie's promises, made them in- 
I to Imperial order. 

The Governor "was good enough to 
. read one paragraph and part of another,' 
' Rev. Woolnough related. These para¬ 
graphs wiped out the claims of the 
Pitcairners, said the Governor. 

And then he "graciously promised’ 
that if the smallest loophole can be 
found, he will use it for all he is 
worth for die benefit of the people." 


people to at once urge, with at! the poranssloM 
they can command, that they have never been 
informed that they were tit tie regarded as 
simply tenants at will In tho bouses. They 
worn 10ft In tho firm conviction that those 
houses worn given to them by tlm Queen, and 
woro secured from appropriation within the 
boundaries of the fifty-acre blocks for no 


When Governor Rawson had written 
to the Secretary of State on January 
21st, 1908, describing the tense Nor¬ 
folk Island situation, he had enclosed 
one of Deputy Administrator Houston's 


oco it would be 
t home. 

tattoo tbat 


only to sign a license form 
■ured of their houses free of 
1 generation. After that they 


NOBKOliK .181 (AN!) AFKAI«8. 

^VOTkvt HDITOR OF THE^H^tALI^ 
Bir.—Late in the day on Wednesday my at¬ 
tention was called to u report of tho Interview 
which Mr. Quintal and I had hod on Tuesday, 
the 7lh lust., with his Excellency tho Gover¬ 
nor. As this report waa not supplied by 
uitber of us, I feel free to make a further 
slulamont In referc-neo to the matter. 

The report. In Ite first sentence, stated that 
his Excellency had produced an Order In Coun- 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

CASUAL 6BEST POLICY 


long discettations cm the history and 
circumstances involved. On page five 
of this report Houston said "The facts 
are that the whole of the houses in 
question were included in a Govern¬ 
ment Reserve set apart in the time 
of Sir William Denison, the boundar¬ 
ies of this Reserve are clearly dilinea- 
ted on the old plan of the Island and 
the position of the houses are shown 
thereon as being within such Reserve. 

'It may be here mentioned," Hous¬ 
ton continued, "that in every case 
where land was granted in Norfolk 
Island, it was properly conveyed by 
deed, and if Sir William Denison bad 
intended that the houses should be 
granted to the Pitcairn emigrants it 
is difficult to believe that the land 
upon which they stood would not have 
been similarly conveyed." 

In the British Colonial Office such 
letters and reports were enclosed in 
filing covers, printed to allow a 
brief description of what the file 
contained. There was also space on 
the cover for "minutes" in which 
members of the staff of the Secretary 
of State might mark comment, 
suggest actions or initial their agree¬ 
ment. Governor Rawson's letter of 
January 21st, 1908, and Mr. Houston's 
report, which was the last enclosure 
with the Governor's letter, repose in 
the Colonial Office 1908 files for 


N.S.W. in cover No. 7 6 02. 

The Minute on the cover of that 
file reads: 

"The argument on P. 5 of the 
last end. that the houses in question 
were in a Govt reserve is not worth 
much. For it is clear that Sir W. 
Dennison (sic) meant only those hous¬ 
es not needed by the people to be 
reserved, which de facto was not 
the case with these houses. 1 there¬ 
fore would not use it." 

The minute is initialled by four 
men in the Colonial Office, includ¬ 
ing Mr. C. P. Lucas. 


Such facts are of course confiden¬ 
tial within the Government for many 
years. At last they grow so old that 
they can safely be considered as his¬ 
tory, and are permitted to be exam - 
ined by those who have interest in 
what really happened, 69 years ago. 

"... the belief that the island was 
given to them for them to govern, " 
says Sir John Nimmo in his Royal 
Commission Report on Norfolk Island, 
"... has persisted in spite of the fact 
that whenever such a claim has been 
advanced between 1856 and the pres¬ 
ent, it has been refuted." 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be served at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may 
sit in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room over¬ 
looking the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines! 

The luncheon menu always includes one inexpensive 
dish, usually $i or $1.50, and a beautiful array o : f- > • : 
hot and cold dishes. 

Ever y night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dance to "Lantana"; TUESDAY Housie; 1 
WEDNESDAY Singalong with Sharon; THURSDAY a smorgasbord 
and dance to "Toofey" ;FRIDAY "Folk Night" ; SATURDAY din - 
ner and a film; SUNDAY a candlelight dinner (with a fine 
steak for only $7. 00). 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents and 
present the best in imported and local foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please -- make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in 
your visit ... you'll want to return. 
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Norfolk 


Dear Minister. 

If you bring Australia’s tax-and- 
benefit system into Norfolk Island 
I am going to need help in compiling 
my provisional tax wjuc^reqijites me 
among other things tb keep records 
and ah Inventory of supplies, produce 
and equipment to know what our 
place earns. 

1 am trying to run a small farm 
and it is hard to be sure whether it 
is profitable or not. Our neighbors 
share the eggs with us and they heip 
ieed our chickens on day-old sponge 
fingers and doughnuts donated by 
Ma*well's bakery. Most of the chooks 
catjie from Paulette who had too 
many. 

Atchie brought his cow and calf 
down to our place so I could learn 
to milk and also have a supply of 
fresh milk for our grandchildren's- 
visit during the Christmas holidays., 
When Our own cow had her calf 
"Ice Cream” and "Junket” went 
back home but Princess had so much 
milk we were able to give a litre or 
two away each day. but I suppose it 
would count as earnings to us any¬ 
way. The yogurt we made was de¬ 
licious but we stopped making it 
after our grandson left. However, 
we make our own bread and coffee 
cake but often give a lot of every 
batch away because people seem 
to love the coffee cake, especially. 

This morning for breakfast we 
had a choice of Alice W's marmal¬ 
ade, Isobelle's guava and fijoa 
jam or Jeanle’s guava jelly. On 
the shelves in our pantry are also 
Val’s yellow guava jam. Jeanie's 
corn relish, Celia's green tomato 
pickles, Ruby's rhubarb, Jan's guava 
jelly, Kit's banana jam and Tom's 
honey. Could you please tell me 
how 1 make an inventory of these 
assets fot my provisional tax? Or 
do I write uiem down as income? 

In our tool shed is John's bridle, 

Sue's halter, Kay's saddle cloths 
and curry blushes. 1 also have a 
stock saddle given to me by another 
Kay. There are also about 100 old 
(perhaps valuable) 78 RPM records 
given to me by Keith which I'm 
some day going to try to sell for 
him so he can give die money to 
an older resident who had the records 
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in the first place. I've also got five 
gallons of expensive cork tile seal¬ 
ing stuff that I'm saving for some¬ 
one to borrow when they put down 
their new kitchen floor. I had 8 
Sheets of clear fibreglass roofing 
behind the shed which I did sell 
but 1 don't know whether 1 made a 
profit on it or not. At the same 
time somebody gave mb a flash 
heater and I'm a bit confused. I 
have two good four inch paint brush¬ 
es given to me by K^ith for Christmas 
and a smoker for curing bacon and 
smoking fish. George.ThompsOrt 
leftjus his old golf clubs, Ardan a 
garden rake and pumockand Wendy, 
a kerosene lantern. We had a box 
of quite nice extra tap fittings but 
we gave them to Arch and Celia for 
their new house. Most of our garden 
equipment and workshop tools are 
shared with Jan and John and they 
share theirs with us. John knows 
when he can't find his claw ham¬ 
mer I probably have it and when I'm 
looking for my small spade I know 
it's probably up near his Buemat 
heater. When he put that in, by 
the way, he gave us his old gas hot 
water heater. Roger hasn't hooked 
that up yet so 1 don't know whether 
it's an asset to the farm or not. 

John knows he can siphon petrol out 
of my Mini Moke if the mower's 
low and Chris gets us free sump oil 
from the garage to keep our fences 
in shape. 

The step ladder came from hen¬ 
ry, the wedges from Keith, the tin 
snips I actually bought. Also the 
grinder. The wood for our fuel 
stove was picked up after our house 
was remodelled and stacked in the 
shed by Paul and Robin. (Robin, 
incidentally, is on a world trip 
and stayed for quite a while with 
our best friends in Michigan. Paul 
uses our spare double bed to sleep 
on in his house except at Christmas 
when he returns it for a month when 
our kids visit.) All our photographic 
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magazines which Jim Coleman, the 
publisher in Sydney sends us go to 
Paul because he's an expert photo¬ 
grapher and has just helped start 
N. I's photography club. In exchange 
for these, my husband sends Jim free 
copies of his paper. But then, that 
has nothing to do with the farm. The 
newspaper operates in much the same 
way. though, and I'm sure Ed’ 11 need 
help too. 

• About our water tanks.. Sue and 
Tim painted lovely, gay pictures of 
fish, flowers faces and a beautiful 
wagon with an Indian sitting in it on 
our main one. I bought the paint at 
Irvines - the farm has to have a 
water tank and the water tank needs 
protecting but 1 don't know whether 
the tax department would consider 
the pictures were proper protection 
for the tank and whether the cost of 
the paint I bOught (total $A2.19) was 
deductible. Our garden tank, which 
is sprt of portable, John and Jan use 
sometimes to carry water from a 
friend's well when they run low 
Otherwise, if it's full, we use it for 
watering our joint vegetable garden. 
It's sometimes an asset but it has a 
small leak and is depreciating in 
value. 

About our stock. We've got three 
cows. (This may sound like a joke 
to you but it's very serious to us be¬ 
cause 1 understand when we kill one 
we have to count the value of the 
meat as income and pay tax on it.) 
however, 1 believe we can deduct 
expenses we incur in their care. A 
friend drenched them for me with 
his medicine and gun the first time 
and in return for that my husband 
gave him some free copies of his 
newspaper. This time I drenched 
them myself but have some left in 
the tube which I'll probably give to 
our friend. How do you think I 
should handle this on my tax form? 
Drench is expensive. 

Penny, given to us by friends of 
Sandy, is a combination Labrador 
and Border Collie. She is meant to 
round up the animals. So far all 
she does is chase them away. Is the 
cost of feeding her deductible? 

We have three horses - one was 
a surprise as the mare I ordered from 
N. Z. turned out to be in foal. Do 
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we deduct shipping costs for one or 
two animals? We are planning to 
have oilr mare have another foal 
which we’ve promised to three little 
boys. I don't suppose the golden 
syrup and bran these animals eat can 
be deducted as we don't know whether 
these animals can be classified as be¬ 
ing part of the farm. We know they 
are part of our farm and that they're 
essential to us but maybe the Tax 
Commissioner will feel it isn’t 
necessary to have horses on a place 
this small. This seems to be getting 
down to the,hub of the matter. Are 
we living on our farm or on some 
farm that exists in the tax office 
regulations? It seems to me there is 
a difference. 

We seem to have a lot of rats 
which get into the bananas. The 
bananas are part of the farm prod¬ 
uce that we understand is part of 
what we have to pay tax on because 
they're profit to us. However, we're 
uncertain whether it'd be better to 
deduct the value of the bananas the 
rats eat (should we use Norfolk or 
Mainland values per banana?) or 
whether to add the cost of Pickwick, 
our cat, given to us by Maureen 
who teaches at Norfolk's Central 
School. Pickwick is small but eats 
quite a lot. 

An empty 44 gal. drum rolled off 
one of Martin's Agency's trucks re¬ 
cently and went down to the bottom 
of our valley - it is worth something 
but so far has been too much of an 
effort to go down and collect. When 
we do get it should the value of it 
be declared as a windfall or a truck- 
fall or what? Kero is now up to 
$58.81 per drum. This may not 
mean much in Canberra but kero 
is essential on Norfolk and if we 
can save a few dollars on the next 
drum by retrieving the one in the 
valley we'd like to do it but if we 
are going to be taxed for carrying it 
up we'll leave it there. 

During a hard rain, water comes 
down from Collins Head Road and 
washes out our driveway. The drive¬ 
way is necessary to get to the farm. 

I bought a barrel of tar from Greg 
and Gerry says he'll save some met¬ 
al and Mark says he'll put it down 
but how much is deductible as a cost 
of running the farm and how much 
is just personally getting by? 

As to our garden. It's looking 
pretty healthy at the moment thanks 
to the loads of sawdust Howard gave 
John and the healthy pineapple and 
strawberry plants from Joan, the 
passionfruit vine, lemon tree and 
dill from Ruth, the choko vines from 
Carol, the asparagus from Gwen, the 
kumera from Leon, the pepper tree 
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from Maugie-, the paw paws from 
Hans and Betty, the tamarillos and 
Hawaiian passionfruit from Bill, the 
bouquet garni from Tom and Dorothy, 
the banana trees from Quentin, the 
big onions from Ab and the multiply¬ 
ing ones from Kath, the macademia 
tree from Isobelle and - well, how can 
1 ever nuke an inventory of these 
assets? I'll definitely need the taxa¬ 
tion department's help. 

Other growing things, although not 
readily transferable into cash, cer¬ 
tainly are part of the value of the 
farm but I am confused as to how to 
go about it. Almost all of our hi¬ 
biscus hedge came from Bill and 
Helen McCoy. Some of the ones 
that didn't take were replaced by 
Tom a .d Dorothy, Linda and Phillip, 
Leon, Agatha and Meta. Kay gave 
us the vine beginning to grow up our 
trellis, Dick the two Isabella grapes 
and Archie the banana passionfruit 
vines. I did buy a convulvulus from 
Am'y. My one lovely Norfolk Island 
hibiscus came from "Mac". All the 
shasta daisies came from Ray and 
Betty and the pigface. rununculae, 
rhubakia and other rockery plants 
from Gwen. Rangi gave me many 
of our roses, pelagonium and ger¬ 
anium. The ivy came from Celia 
and Archie and so did some of the 
other roses. Gladys brought me a 
coral vine and an air plant. Tom 
and Dorothy gave us all the lilies 
and almost all of our succulents 
came from Helen Dalkin. Wendy 
gave us the nasturtiums and the 
Hawaiian rose is from Helen and 
Allan. The poinsettia and frangipani 
are from Kassie and Jules. Our palms 
were given to us many years ago by 
Nick Christian and the new seedlings 
just starting to come up along the 
driveway were given to us by Bobby 
and Eddie. 

As to our house - the fireplace 
surrounds were lovingly made and' 
donated by our builder, Keith. In 
my husband’s study the mantel was 
made from a piece of driftwood 
washed up on Cemetery Bay. All 
the shells and stones cemented in 
our patio were gifts from the child¬ 
ren of many friends around the world. 

Someone has told me recently that 
when probate assessors come around 
after someone dies they even count 
the half-used bottles of whiskey, 
sherry etc. There'll be plenty of 
problems around here. 

Our dining room table with a lazy 
susan top was a trade we made with 
a friend. He wanted our old Persian 
oil container so badly he could taste 
it. I don't know how anyone’ll put 
a value on this table. Many of our 
paintings were given to us by the ar¬ 
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tists themselves before their work 
started selling. Will our estate be 
hiore valuable and hence our child¬ 
ren taxed more heavily because some 
of our friends became famous? 

Getting back to the farm and equip¬ 
ment. Re. vehicles. Ed's old Mini 
Moke (we siphon petrol out of it for 
the mower.iqo) was fixed up by Frank 
who didn't send us a bill but fid has 
our old Fiat 500 to use as a spare car 
for his clients and we can borrow it 
back when our kids visit at Christmas. 
Originally it was a hire car owned 
by Bruce but we bought it from an 
employee at the Met station. Frank 
has given us some wheels and an axle 
which Ed, John and Arch are going to 
make a trailer from so we can take 
our cows to the bull on the other 
side of the Island. The dost and 
value of this trailer will be hard to 
pin down. 

We are just about to sit dowh to 
have a cocktail before dinner. The 
onion in my martini was pickled by 
Jeanie and the liquor in Ed's drink 
came from Charles. The fish I'll 
fry afterwards was brought down by 
John given him by Ken. We'll have 
a pilhi made from Freddie's pumpkin, 
cole slaw from Ray's cabbage and 
a choice of guava ice made with 
Julie's frozen guava or lemon tarts 
from Elva. 

Tomorrow I hope to pick peppers 
to give Elva, take a frozen chook to 
Christine from the batch we killed 
a month ago, pick our first crop of 
black-eyed peas and take some re¬ 
queue to Betty. 

In this letter I am not even going 
to try to get into the complications 
in our tool shed. Ed says he will 
sooner burn it down than make an 
inventory. 

All of this may sound silly to you, 
but if we're going to be put into 
your systems I'll need the answers to 
these questions. When you were 
talking about the solemn declarations 
so many people signed here, in which 
almost everybody said they wanted 
Norfolk to go on haviiig its own sys¬ 
tems, you said that maybe things 
wwe* different here, but that in Aust¬ 
ralia such a poll would be laughed 
at from one end of die country to 
another. 

I’m sure the way we run a farm 
would be laughed at from one end 
of Australia to another, but things 
really are different here. If we are 
going to have to stop doing things 
Norfolk-style and do diem your way, 

I hope you have some people who 
will take the time to think about 
what actually happens here, and 
tell us patiently what records we'll 
have to start keeping. 
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ANNIVERSARY DAY - June 8 dawn¬ 
ed another magnificent Norfolk day, 
an appropriate day to commemorate 
the landing here of the people from 
Pitcairn in 1856. There was a good 
crowd of Norfolkers who gathered at 
the pier for the re-enactment of the 
landing and who then strolled up to 
Cenotaph, where wreaths were laid 
and die National Anthem was sung. 
Then it was on to the graveyard 
where the hymn "In the Sweet Bye 
and Bye" was sung and Ma (Mrs. Pat) 
Adams read the prayer of John Adams; 
■Suffer me not, O Lord, 

To waste this day in sin or folly 
But let me worship thee with 
much delight. 

Teach me to know more of thee 
And to serve thee better than I 
have ever done before. 

That I may be fitter to dwell in 
heaven 

Where thy worship and service 
are everlasting." Amen. 

More wreaths were laid, the Lord's 
Prayer and Benediction, and then the 
hymni "Let the Lower Lights be Burn¬ 
ing", "The Ship of Fame", "Geth- 
semane”, "Oakleigh" and the ever- 
moving Pitcairn Anthem were sung, 
while die waves pounded in on the 
shores behind the graveyard and the 
bright clear blue sky above. With 
such peace and beauty and warmth 
surrounding us how could one help but 
be thankful for this heavenly Island 
we call home, and honour the mem¬ 
ory of those courageous men and 
women who left their homeland to 
begin a new life on strange shores. 

After leaving the graveyard, those 
people in costume were invited to 
Government House for morning tea 
and to meet the Hon. Senator With¬ 
ers and Mrs. Withers and the Attor¬ 
ney-General. Mr. Ellicott, Q.C. 
and Mrs. Ellicott. 

The Youth Centre compound at 
Kingston was again the venue for the 
picnic lunch, or feast it should be 
called. Many families and friends 
had gathered together for the occa¬ 
sion, Gay table cloths decorated 
with hibiscus and poinsetia flowers 
covered the ground. By the time 
die food was laid out there was very 
little of the cloths left to be seen!! 
The womenfolk, and some of the 
men too, spend many hours prepar¬ 


ing for this event and on this day, 
at least, one makes a special effort 
to prepare the local dishes such as 
pilhi. mudda, and the ever-popular 
pies. This year there seemed to be 
some delay before Grace was sung 
and by the time we were able to 
commence the meal some of the tri¬ 
fles and jellies looked a bit sorry for 
themselves: Still, it didn't affect 
their taste: At the luncheon the 
President of Committees. Bill Blu- 
cher, welcomed on behalf of the 
community the official guests the 
Hon. Senator R.G. Withers and his 
wife together with the Attorney- 


General, Mr. Ellicott, Q.C. and 
Mrs. Ellicott. It was such a pleasant 
afternoon that the picnickers were re¬ 
luctant to pack up and go home. Some 
moved over to the oval to watch the 
cricket. I know one group had a live¬ 
ly sing-song and finally packed up as 
dusk set in. 

At Rawson Hall that night a good 
crowd of local people and visitors 
attended the "Bounty Ball" - a grand 
finale to a wonderful day. This Ball 
is a family affair. After the singing 
of the Anthem and hymns,, young and 
old joined to dance and observe in 
perfect harmony. It was beaut to see 
Senator Withers and his wife join in 
the Barn Dance along with many child¬ 
ren, and they all obviously enjoyed 
themselves. Bill and Joan Blucher 
were the final winners of the annual 
Old Time Waltz competition. 

The weekend of June 11-13 was a 
long weekend for the Queen's Birth¬ 
day holiday. Church services were 
held in all the churches to commem- 
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orate the Silver Jubilee year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Cubs, 

Brownies, Guides and Scouts took 
part in the service held at All Sain|s\ £ y . 
Church, Kingston. Apart from think¬ 
ing of the reign of the Queen and all., 
she has achieved in her 25 years as 
head of the Commonwealth, I think 
that every heart on Norfolk Island 
was also with the family and friends 
of the late Mrs. Kate McPherson, a 
fine old lady who passed away at the 
Norfolk Island Hospital on June 11. 

And particularly with the parents, 
sisters, brother and relatives of young 
Glen Knight - years old - who died 
as the result of a tragic accident - al¬ 
so on June 11. 

It's on occasions of deep sorrow 
that one realizes how the Norfolk 
people really care about one another. 
Every person on Norfolk was affected 
by the sadness of the weekend, and 
it was as though a cloud of gloom 
actually settled over us all. Yet hav¬ 
ing recently visited the city, one was 
struck by the fact that everyone 'over 
there' is concerned only with self. 

Here's hoping Norfolk will always be 
a place where we all care for one 
another, whether it is in sorrow we 
share, or in "side-splitting joy". 

Although his birthday was actually 
on Bounty Day, Gary Cooper’s fam¬ 
ily and friends joined together at the 
Leagues Club on the following Satur¬ 
day night to celebrate with him his 
21st birthday and to meet his wife, 

Jill. Gary and Jill had been married 
in Brisbane die previous weekend and 
had come to Norfolk for their honey¬ 
moon. All those present at the party 
were treated to a real Norfolk dinner - 
plenty of hi-hi's and hi-hi pie. Golly, 
some oiie or some people must have 
been very busy picking out all the hi- 
hi's - a delicious meal and a most 
enjoyable evening. 

Queen's Birthday weekend was quite 
a busy one - on the Monday several 
activities had been planned. Out 
at Simon's Water the A. & H. So¬ 
ciety bad again organised its annual 
one-day event of dressage, cross 
cqujitry and show jumping competi- 
ttbhs. A visiting international and 
Olympic equestrian, Mr. John Howard, 
was the judge. I believe a smaller 
crowd attended this year and Trevor 
Calder was the over-all winner of the 
day, followed closely by Kaye Woods. 

Of the juniors, Margot Alston, Sheryl 
Deadman and Linda Woods had a 
successful day. 

The Bowling Club was a scene of 
activity, on .this day also as the ,bowlers, 
challenged fhe golfers on the bowling 
greens, whilie down on the dval at 
Kingston Cascade and United teams 
did battle. 


'Don't forget - you’re not to tell 
anyone about the Time Accelerator", 
said one small boy to his friend as 
t}jey left the s;.D*.A f ,Church Hall at 
the conclusion'of a terrific condeta’or¬ 
ganized by the S.D.A. Church to 
.raise funds far their annual Christmas 
party for the SehSof Citizens. The ' 
hall was really crowded, all seats 
taken with many people having to 
stand and children sitting on the wind¬ 
owsills: actually the hall was packed 
by 7.40. Perhaps those who were sitt¬ 
ing in the front rows had camped out¬ 
side the door! What a terrific night 
for the family, young and old. Ralph 
Weslake, dressed as a farmer/cowboy 
was the M.C. and had the children 
enthralled with his stories and riddles. 
The first item on the action-packed 
programme was called "Tumbles and 
Balances" - a gymnastic display by 
the schoolchildren. Some of the 
faces 1 could recognize were Adam 
Davies, Gavin and Linda Snell, April 
Quintal who very bravely formed the 
highest paint of the human pyramid 
in one of the exercises. Paul Travers 
had trained the children really well. 
There were gasps from the audience 
as even the shorter children leap- 
frogged over the box horse plus three 
chi ldren squatted one on top of the 
other. One young boy didn't quite 
make it and took Gavin Snell with 
him to the floor on the other side of 
the box! 

Another very popular item was 
Alec Nobbs with his "Singarettes" - 
a group of young guitar and ukele 
players Qi o sang a bracket of Hawaii¬ 
an songs and then in the second half 
of the programme entertained again 
with some country and western favour¬ 
ites. Young Darren Nobbs' voice 
came over very strong and clear as 
he sang the harmony. They all look¬ 
ed as though they were thoroughly en¬ 
joying themselves. 

2 certainly wouldn't recommend 
anyone to try out the new barber at 
Kenny Nobbs’ barber shop - he claim¬ 
ed to have gained his experience at 
Silky Oaks stables! Tried to cut a 
customer's hair with a pair of grass 
clippers, and shampooed another 
customer's beard by dousing him 
with what looked like flea powder! 
Anyway, the irate customers, Alec 
Nobbs, Pat Patterson and Robert 
Wotherspoon. soon fixed him by ty¬ 
ing him up in the chair and lopping 
off his hair in big pieces. It Was 
really funny - and they all became 
friends again as they sang "Click. Go 
the Shears”. . ; : 

Particularly enjoyable: was..the guftn- 
ber of the delegation fro’m Canberra, 
Bill Lackey, who wanted to buy some 
goods from a local store. To start 


with he couldn’t understand the shop¬ 
keeper, Tom Lloyd, who spoke to 
him in Norfolk, and then all he 
coui^djbuy was plun mudda! Then 
he returned on another day to try 
and buy some "high-high" pie. 

"Hi-hi" pie said ine shopkeeper. 

There was then quite an argument 
and the customer ended up walking 
out with some more mudda. The 
tourists in the audience might have 
wondered why the locals were laugh¬ 
ing so much. 

Tom Lloyd also sang two satirical 
numbers full of local flavour - very 
clever - and what a feat he perform¬ 
ed in remembering all the words. 
Timmy, his wife, was accompanist 
on the piano during the evening. 

Timmy and Mrs. Anne Swift gave 
two brackets of piano duets which 
were most enjoyable. The audience 
was also able to enjoy the voices of 
Rev. Colin Berriman and Mrs. Nor¬ 
ma Summerscales as they each sang 
a bracket each of old-time favour¬ 
ites. Kathy Le Cren and June Gil¬ 
more sang a Maori song together - 
beautiful. Their item in the second 
half of the programme, "You Can’t 
Play in My Yard", brought the house 
down. They really looked the part 
in their school hats and pigtails! 

A truly happy night was brought 
to a close with Susan Pedel singing 
"Barny Duffy” and "Beautiful Norfolk 
Island". Oh dear, almost forgot 
to tell you about Susan and Tom 
Lloyd singing "The Sheik of Arabiqiie" - 
it was terrific. Tom was even riding 
a camel! Perhaps Ralph wouldn't 
mind if 1 just told you quietly about 
the Time Accelerator - a scientific 
device designed to speed up "time" 
(golly, it seems to go fast enough 
anyway!). Anyway, Ralph opened 
a little trapdoor, popped in a hen's 
egg, cranked the handle, pulled the 
lever and hey presto, out flew two 
real live roosters! Must have been 
a double-yolker, said Ralph! Imagine 
the delight and amazement of the 
youngsters in the audience! Many, 
many thanks to the S.D.A. Church 
and other members of the commun¬ 
ity who joined with them to provide 
a terrific night. 

Well, as you have just read. June 
has been quite a busy month here on 
Norfolk. It’s very hard to realize 
that half the year of 1977 has gone 
already. However, the longest day 
of the year is now past and we can 
look forward to warmer and longer 
days. 

Cheerio! — 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS - WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDON1ENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres ■ 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think 


lay be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 








Mercedes Affair: 
NEW FACTS 


Call Far laqairy 





JLA-1 SEMI-AUTOMAT4C 
BELT DRIVE TURNTABLE 

4 pole S-molor; TH tone arm; max. wow/flutter 
0.06% WRMS S/N 3db; auto, return/shut oft. 


JVC 



JVC 




JR-S600 STEREO RECEIVER: 

Min. 110WRMS per channel; max. THD 0.1%; 
dual power supply; self restoring safety circuit; 
built in SEA;.bui|{ in ANRS for FM; sensitivity 
1.7 uV. 4 t . 


• Speaker: 3-1/2" • Power out¬ 
put: 1 Watt •Main features: 
Auto-stop mechanism. Eco¬ 
nomical "UM-1" |"D") cells 
operation 


SK-15A SPEAKER SYSTEM 

4-way Bass Reflex System, 6 spks. with 38 cn 
woofer and horn tweeter, Max 90W.RMS. 22- 
22,000Hz. Removable wooden grille. 


Emim 

• 3" Personal B & W TV • Radio 
frequency ranges: FM/MW/SW 

• Speaker: 5" •Power output: 
1,5 Watts max. *Main fea¬ 
tures: Bass/Treble tone controls, 
AC, ”[><■• batteries. Car battery 
or optional BP-001 rechargeable 
Ni-Cd battery pack operations. 
Metallic gray cabinet 


DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 











EDITORIAL 


ON SATURDA Y JULY 30TH A STATUTORY DECLARATION was sworn by Norfolk 
Island's Collector of Customs, clearing the Administrator of any improper con¬ 
duct in the non-payment of Customs duty on a new motor car. 

The declaration appears to have been prepared in the presence of the Admini- ^ 
strator, the Official Secretary and Deputy Administrator, and the Legal Adviser. 
They are the three Commonwealth of Australia employees In the principal posi¬ 
tions in Norfolk Island's Administration. 

It now appears that the declaration may be incompatible with facts that have 
since come to light, which are reported in this issue of The News. 

ON AUGUST 3RD A STATEMENT was made by the Administrator at the Norfolk 
Island Council meeting, in earnest and solemn defence of his integrity. 

It now appears that his statement may be Incompatible with facts that have 
since come to light. His statement may have been intended to mislead the Coun¬ 
cil and the people of the Island. 

NORFOLK ISLAND'S DECENCY as a place to live and raise children depends on 
the certainty that such men can be relied on absolutely to be honest in their po¬ 
sitions of trust. 

There is now a measure of uncertainty about each of the four. That uncertainty 
must be removed. A calm, firm and absolutely impartial inquiry into the facts 
is the only way their reputations can be cleared promptly. 

THERE ARE ALSO REASONS FOR UNCERTAINTY about the conduct of Norfolk 
Island affairs by the Department of Administrative Services. For a month the De¬ 
partment has known enough about the situation to see that something worryingly 
irregular might exist here. So far as we are able t® tell, watching carefully, the 
Department has indicated not the slightest interest or concern. 

IF THE COMMONWEALTH FAILS to initiate a correct inquiry, its absence of act¬ 
ion will create a serious threat to this community. The purpose of an inquiry is to 
remove doubt and worry about possible dishonesty. If there is not an obviously tho- 
rough and unquestionably impartial inquiry, it will say louder than words that the 
Department is not concerned about possible dishonesty here, or about the reputations 
of its own representatives here. That would have the gravest consequences for the 
prevention of corruption on Norfolk Island in the future. 


The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard. P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899. All contents are copyright. 
Airmail subscriptions; Australia $10, N.Z. $A16. Pacific Islands $A18, USA-UK $A24; shortened if postage rises. 








The Mercedes Affair: 

Here are some of the facts, so far. The story Is unfolding. , 


THE ADMINISTRATOR of Norfolk 
Island. Mr. D.V. O'Leary, was ap¬ 
pointed in July, 1966, visited the 
Island briefly in August, and took 
up his office on September 4th. 

Not long after his appointment. 
The News asked Mr. O'Leary why 
he had been interested in an assign¬ 
ment on an island. "I've been to 
so many, " he said, "and it seem¬ 
ed to me that it would be an inter¬ 
esting experience and it's still part 
of the Commonwealth." 

He had served the Commonwealth 
Government much of his life, in 
the Navy and then for more than 20 
years in A. S. I.O., the Government 
intelligence agency, where he had 
risen to the number three position, 
in charge of operations in England, 
Europe and the Middle East, he had 
subsequently worked with the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services, 
whose Secretary and permanent 
head, Mr. Peter Lawler, was an 
old schoolmate of Mr. O'Leary's. 

His past connection with the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services 
was anomalous with advice from 
the Norfolk Island Council, who had 
specifically requested the Minister, 
Sen. R.G. Withers, that former De¬ 
partment officers be excluded from 
the selection process for a new Ad¬ 
ministrator. The connection was 
not mentioned in the brief official 
biographical notes included in the 
announcement of his appointment 
made by Sen. Withers on 22nd July, 
1976. 

402 "conslderailon" 


Some ume during live months of 
his Administratorship, Mr. O'Leary 
decided that he might purchase a 
motor car. 

While the terms of his office on 
Norfolk provide a free car for the 
Administrator - and with the advent 
of Mr. and Mrs. O'Leary, one for the 
Administrator's wife as well - there 
are advantages for short-term Island 
residents in buying a car here. There 
are no sales taxes on cars bought 
here, and the Norfolk Island rate 
of duty is only 15*5fc. If the owner 
of a car uses it for 15 months on 
Norfolk, he is then permitted by 
Australia to take the car back into 


Australia with him without being 
charged Australian Customs duty or 
sales tax, providing he does not re¬ 
sell the car within a specified time. 
The savings in this procedure are 
great enough, on past experience, 
to cover the extra freight costs of 
getting the car to and from Norfolk, 
and allow the owner to drive the 
car for about three years and still 
be able to sell It for more than the 
car's total cost to him. 

Mr. O'Leary originally thought of 
purchasing a Ford Fairmont. 

In January, 1977, he inquired of 
the Norfolk agents for the rally ocean 
shipping line serving the Island how 
much it cost to ship such a car from 
Sydney. They informed him that 
the cost was $505. 

Mr. O'Leary requested the agents 
for some consideration - a reduced 
freight rate. 

The agents have no power to de¬ 
part from scheduled freight rates. 

Nor do they have the authority to 
quote a firm price for any future 
cargo, which is carried at what¬ 
ever rate may be prevailing at the 
time of the voyage. (A description 
of these and other aspects of ocean 
freight procedures is included in an 
article later in this issue.) 

The managers of the Norfolk 
shipping agency later told The News 
that to their knowledge no one had 
ever been given any reduction in 
the cost of carrying a car from Syd¬ 
ney to Norfolk. Nevertheless they 
had Mr. O'Leary's request, and 
they passed it along to the shipping 
line's Sydney agents, who are the 
next link upward in the shipping 
line's chain of communications. 

In May the Norfolk agents were 
informed by the Sydney agents that 
the shipping line was prepared to 
give the Administrator a discount 
of about 4OJfc, carrying the Ford for 
$305 rather than $505. The Nor¬ 
folk agents conveyed this informa¬ 
tion to Mr. O'Leary. 

It is not known why the shipping 
line, faced with a request from the 
Administrator,for a consideration, 
determined that it should accede to 
the request by making a 40 "jc dis¬ 
count available. 

An Administrator of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and has Very extensive personal 
powers over many matters that are 
of importance to a shipping line 


serving the Island, including com¬ 
plete authority over lighterage op¬ 
erations. Under the Lighterage Ord¬ 
inance 1961-1964, the unloading 
of ships is an undertaking vested in 
the Administrator as an individual. 


Buying a Mercedes 

Mr. O'Leary had meanwhile had 
second thoughts about feFord Fair¬ 
mont and had decided to purchase 
a Mercedes instead, he ordered 
one Mercedes from Lanes Motors 
Pty. Ltd. in Melbourne, and ano¬ 
ther one from Stanton Motors Ltd. 
in Tauronga, N.Z. 

After having been informed by the 
Norfolk shipping agents that a 40 
discount would be made available 
on a Ford Fairmont, Mr. O'Leary 
asked them if the same arrange¬ 
ment would prevail if he imported 
a Mercedes instead. The agents 
again wrote to the Sydney agents, 
who advised them in June that the - 
shipping line had agreed to carry 
a Mercedes for Mr. O'Leary for 
$305. 

In May Mr. Feo Stanton of Stanton 
Motors Ltd. came to Norfolk with 
his family for a holiday, and call- 
to see Mr. O'Leary. Mr. O'Leary 
had been assured by Lanes Motors 
Pty. Ltd. that they could provide 
the car he wanted. Mr. O’Leary 
told Mr. Stanton that he no longer 
required the Mercedes he had ord¬ 
ered from the New Zealand com¬ 
pany. 

No CustoMs duty 

Mr. O'Leary had a discussion 
with Norfolk Island's Collector of 
Customs, Mr. J.A.Jenkins, con¬ 
cerning the Customs duty position 
on the Mercedes. Leading mem¬ 
bers of Norfolk Island's motor trade 
have informed The News that they 
do not know of any case in recent 
years in which a new car has been 
able to be Imported into the Island 
without the payment of Customs 
duty by the individual importing 
the car. The Collector of Customs 
told Mr. O'Leary that no duty 
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would be payable on his Mercedes. 
Mr. Jenkins later stated the reasons 
he had for making this decision. 

Figure on Manifest 

On June 7th, 1977, the M.V. 
lie de Lumiere arrived at Norfolk 
on Voyage 13 from Sydney. It car- 
. ried a number of motor cars inclu¬ 
ding a dark gray Mercedes-Benz 
280, valued at $12, 899, for Mr. 
O'Leary. The ship’s manifest inclu¬ 
ded the following information con¬ 
cerning the car: 

Shipper: Wathen Curnow & Cooks 
Pty. Ltd. as agents for Lanes Motors 
Pty. Ltd.- 

Consignee; Mr. O'Leary, Admin¬ 
istrator, Norfolk Island. 

Marks: COMM NO/06901-12 748. 
Item; 1 unpacked Mercedes Benz 
280. 

Gross wt: 0.000. 

Measurement: 6.592 cubic metres. 
Freight rate: 305.70/u. 

To collect: 305. 70. 

Shortly after a copy of the mani¬ 
fest had been issued, there were 
complaints from the lighterage 
crews, who are responsible for the 
heavy work of unloading ships' car¬ 
go and bringing it ashore in the Ad¬ 
ministration-owned lighters. 

The members of the crews are 
paid according to the volume of 
cargo they bring onto the wharf. 

They quickly noticed the measure¬ 
ment figure of 6. 592 cubic metres 
for Mr. O'Leary’s Mercedes, which 
was 40% less than the car's actual 
volume, and complained that they 
would not be receiving their fair 
pay if the car was charged lighter¬ 
age fees on that figure. 

The Norfolk shipping agents were 
informed of the error, and moved at 
once to correct it so that the light¬ 
erage crews would be properly paid. 
They issued a form entitled "Cor¬ 
rection to Manifest” which contained 
the following information: 

Reference: M/C 38 
Bill Lading: AD6. 

Marks: COMM N0/0i>901 -12748. 
Measurement: should read 11.25oM d 
Increase: 4. do4M. 

Freight rate: should read $505. 50 
prepaid. 

Increase: $199.80. 

Remarks; incorrect measurement 
stated. 

Issued; 10.6.77. 

Mr. O'Leary was subsequently bill¬ 
ed $305.70, which he paid. 

On the same voyage of the lie de 
Lumiere, listed on the same mani - 
fest, was a Ford car owned by Mr. 


K. Clarke, the Island's recently- 
arrived Electricity Officer. The 
shipper of Mr. Clarke's Ford was 
the Commonwealth Government - 
the Department of Administrative 
Services - which bore the cost of 
freight as part of the terms of Mr. 
Clarke's transfer here. The manifest 
indicates that the charge for this 
car, $505. 50, was prepaid by the 
Commonwealth. 

The Collector of Customs assessed 
the Mercedes as being subject to no 
Customs duty. 

When the car had been lightered 
ashore it was taken to a local garage 
for servicing, and delivered to Gov¬ 
ernment house, where it was parked. 

Testimony 

The assessment that no duty would 
be charged, and the 40% discount 
on freight payable, quickly became 
common knowledge on the Island. 

So did the facts about the manifest 
entry and correction, which seemed 
to indicate that if the Island's light¬ 
erage workers had not noticed the 
incorrect measurement figure, the 
concession on freight charges might 
never have come to light. These 
facts angered residents who assume 
that everyone pays the scheduled 
freight rates and that all new cars 
should be charged Customs duties. 

On Friday, July 29th, 7 £ weeks 
after the Mercedes had arrived, the 
editor of The News gave testimony 
in Sydney before the Australian Sen¬ 
ate Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Defence, which was rea¬ 
ching the conclusion of a series of 
public hearings on the subject "The 
need for an increased Australian 
commitment in the South Pacific". 

The essence of the editor's evi¬ 
dence to the Committee was that 
the quality and decency of Austra¬ 
lia's administration of Norfolk Isl¬ 


and are essential to Australia's rep¬ 
utation in the South Pacific - but 
that the Island’s present standards 
of administration by the Minister, 
Sen. R. G„ Withers, and his Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services 
are in need of improvement. 

Extracts from the editor's spoken 
and public testimony appear later 
in this issue of The News. 

In the course of providing the 
Committee with examples of ap¬ 
parent attitudes toward Norfolk on 
the part of those administering the 
Island, the editor made reference 
to circumstances surrounding Mr. 
O'Leary's importation of his Mer¬ 
cedes. 

On Saturday morning, July 30th, 
a report of the editor's testimony 
appeared at the top of the front 
page of the Canberra Times. The 
article gave its primary attention 
to the editor's main theme, but it 
also published allegations concern¬ 
ing the Mercedes affair. 

Complete transcripts of the edi¬ 
tor's public testimony were made 
available within a few days to the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices, and through the Department 
to Sen. Withers. 


Saturday July 30th 


With serious charges about its 
and Sen. Withers' administration 
of Norfolk Island given such prom¬ 
inence in Australia's capital, the 
Department at once locate d Sen. 
Withers, who was touring South- 
East Asia, and informed him about 
the report. Mr. O’Leary was also 
informed at once. 

Although it was a Saturday morn¬ 
ing, with Administration offices 
closedrfor the weekend, Mr. O'¬ 
Leary promptly summoned the Col- 


STOP PRESS 

SEPT. 2» — DRAMATIC NEW EVIDENCE HAS JUST BEEN 
RECEIVED AS THE PINAL PAGES OP THIS ISSUE WERE 
BEING FEINTED. THE EVIDENCE IS CONTAINED IN A 
LETTER PNOM THE COLLECTOR OP CUSTOMS SENT TO 
MANY RESIDENTS WHO HAVE IMPORTED CARS IN RECENT 
YEARS. THE LETTER SETS OUT RULES THAT HAVE SUP¬ 
POSEDLY BEEN FOLLOWED SINCE 1D69 BY THE CUSTOMS 
OPPICE, IB ERROR. UNDER THE RULES STATED y MR. 

O*LEARY COULD NOT HAVE BEEN EXEMPTED PROM DUTY 
ON JUNE 7TH BECAUSE HE DID NOT MEET ALL THE NEC¬ 
ESSARY REQUIREMENTS. SEE PAGE 31 FOR DETAILS. 
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lector of Customs. He also sum¬ 
moned the two other officers who, 
with him, constitute die three Com¬ 
monwealth -employed men at the 
top of the Norfolk Island Admini - 
stration - Mr. E. G. Williams, the 
Official Secretary, and Mr. Bern¬ 
ard Cleary, the Legal Adviser. 

They examined the laws of Nor¬ 
folk Island. A statement of certain 
facts surrounding the Customs duty 
ruling on Mr. O'Leary's Mercedes 
was prepared. 

Following that, the Collector of 
Customs assessed Mr. O'Leary Cust¬ 
oms duty in the amount of $1, 934. 85, 
which Mr. O'Leary paid. 

The statutory declaration, which 
has been seen by several citizens of 
the Island, is understood to contain 
a number of statements, including 
the following: 

• That the Collector of Customs 
had ascertained, before die arrival 
of the Mercedes, that the car was 
for Mr. O'Leary's personal use, 
would not be sold on Norfolk, and 
would go back to Australia with Mr. 
O'Leary when he ends hjs tour of 
duty, 

•That in view of those facts, no 
Customs duty was payable, in the 
Collector's view. 


•That the Collector of Customs 
had been unaware that there had 
been certain amendments to the 
Island's Customs Regulations in 
1969, and had not seen the amend¬ 
ments until that Saturday, July 30, 
1977. 

• That his office had been working 
to the old Regulations. 

•That having seen the 1969 am- 
mendments, the Collector decided 
that his previous decision had been 
an error on his part, and that the 
duty that should have been paid 
would promptly be assessed. 

•That the error was entirely an 
innocent one on the Collector's 
part, which he regretted. 

The statement was sworn by J. A. 
Jenkins, who has been Collector 
of Customs of Norfolk Island since 
1975. 

Once the statement had been 
sworn, and die duty had been paid, 
the Department of Administrative 
Services was informed what had 
transpired. 

Former Administrator 


The amendments to the Customs 


Regulations referred to in the Col¬ 
lector's statutory declaration were 
notified in the Norfolk Island Gov-< 
ernment Gazette on July 3rd, 1969. 
Copies of the amendments were 
printed by the Government Printer 
and distributed. As a matter of 
normal routine, printed copies of 
any new Norfolk Island laws are 
sent to die Administrator of Nor¬ 
folk. They are then passed along 
to a set list of recipients and to 
any branch of the Island Admini¬ 
stration that may be directly af¬ 
fected by them. A copy of the 
single sheet containing the 1969 
Customs Regulations amendments 
was supplied to the editor of The 
News some years ago. as a matter 
of routine, by the then-adminis¬ 
tering Department in Canberra. 

Air Cdre. R. N. Dalkin, who was 
Administrator of Norfolk Island 
from 1968 to 1972, imported a 
new Mercedes car during his tour 
of duty here. It was for his personal 
use, was not re-sold on Norfolk, and 
was taken back to Australia by him 
when he left the Island. Air Cdre. 
Dalkin was assessed Customs duty on 
his Mercedes, which he paid. 

As the Collector of Customs has 
sworn that Mr. O'Leary was exempted 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- 
/ orite, familiar dishes in you prefer.. 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
^cross the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 




Open every night, dinner $4 except for the famous 
Island Baked Dinner on Thursdays ($8) and a family 
smorgasbord-plus-a-film Wednesdays and Sun¬ 
days ($5). Also serving luncheon, from 
12.30 to 1.45 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 
TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2186 COMFORTABLY IN 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 
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from Customs duty because of three 
conditions that had existed in Mr, 
Dalkin's case some six years previ¬ 
ously, it is not clear why duty was 
assessed and collected in Mr. Dal¬ 
kin's case. 


Bank nanager 


Mr. John Boucher, manager of the 
Norfolk Island branch of the Bank of 
New South Wales, arrived on the 
Island for a three-year tour of duty 
in July, 1975. Last year he ordered 
a new Mercedes car which arrived 
on Norfolk in January, 1977. It was 
for his personal use, he does not 
intend to sell it on the Island, and 
plans to take it back to Australia 
with him when he returns in June 
or July, 1978. 

Late last month The News inter¬ 
viewed Mr. Boucher and asked him 
certain questions concerning the 
payment of Customs duty on his 
new car. 

Had he paid duty on it? "Yes. To 
register it, I had to get duty clear¬ 
ance. " 

Had there been any possibility that 
duty might not be assessed on the 
car? "No, I knew I was paying duty." 

What had he done when the car 
first arrived on Norfolk? "I checked 
with Customs, and also regarding 
registration. They phoned through 
to Customs to confirm that I had 
paid the duty. I rang up beforehand 
regarding registration - did 1 need 
a roadworthy certificate? - and they 
said 'Yes, and also Customs clear¬ 
ance. ' I said, 'I've got to pay the 
duty first?' and they said 'Yes. 

Had he gone to the Customs of¬ 
fice? "Yes, I went to the Customs 
office, taking my invoice with me. 

It was in Deutchmarks - I paid for 
the car in Germany. 

"They filled in the form - details, 
value, and so forth - amount of duty, 
and I paid." 

Had he inquired if he could get 
out of paying duty? "No. It was a 
new car, and I knew I was up for 
duty." 

How had he known that? "I'm 
aware there's Ifflc duty on new cars 
coming to the Island." 

Whom had he dealt with at the 
Customs office that day - was it 
Holder Christian, or Doggie --? 

"It was - what's his name? - Joe. 

Joe Jenkins." 

As the Collector of Customs has 
sworn that he was unaware of the 
1969 amendments to the Customs 
Regulations until July 30th, 1977, 


and that no Customs duty was assess¬ 
ed in Mr. O'Leary's case because 
his car was for personal use, would 
not be re-sold on Norfolk and would 
go back to the mainland with Mr. 
O'Leary, it is not clear on what 
grounds the Collector assessed duty 
on Mr. Boucher, who met those re¬ 
quirements, five months previously.* 


First comments 


Because of press reports and because 
of public concern about the situation 
on Norfolk as well as in Australia, 
there was a need in the Department 
and on Mr. O'Leary's part for some 
public statement that could be made 
in answer to questions that began 
being asked on Monday, August 1st. 

On that day there were discussions 
of the problem within the Depart¬ 
ment. Air Cdre. Dalkin went to the 
Department, taking along the receipt 
for the duty he had paid on his Mer¬ 
cedes. ^ * ; 

During the day the Canberra Times 
telephoned Mr. O'Leary to ask him 
about the non-payment of duty, and 
the discount on freight charges. 

"I am aware of the report and I am 
taking advice, " Mr. O'Leary said. 

"I have no further comment to add 
at this time." 

The Canberra Times also asked the 
Department for comment. The De¬ 
partment said it was "looking at" the 
allegations. ' 

The regular monthly meeting of 
the Norfolk Island Council was set 
for two days later, Wednesday Aug. 
3rd. Mr. O'Leary told two of the 1 
Councillors that he preferred that 
the matter not be raised at the meet¬ 
ing. 

But Cr. Duncan McIntyre decided 
that because of community concern 
the matter had to be aired, and that 
he would raise it if no one else did. 
His attitude became known, and 
Mr. O’Leary realised that it would 
be necessary for him to say some¬ 
thing at the meeting. He began 
working on notes for a statement. 

The question that was asked, Mr. 
O'Leary's reply to it and two com¬ 
ments by Councillors are set out in 
full adjoining this article. 


Not asked 


One of the Councillors present, 
Geoff Bennett, is the shipping ag¬ 
ency executive to whom Mr. O'¬ 


Leary had made his request for 
some consideration - a reduction 
in the freight rate for his car - 
that had resulted in the 40dis¬ 
count. Although Mr. O'Leary, in 
his statement to the Council, dis¬ 
claimed that he had sought a spec¬ 
ial discount, Cr. Bennett said no¬ 
thing on the subject at the meeting. 
The News asked him later why he 
had remained silent. <jr. Bennett 
said he had not felt the Council 
meeting was the right place for him 
to take issue with Mr. O'Leary. He 
later waited for three weeks; ex¬ 
pecting that he would be asked by 
some proper authority, in some cor¬ 
rect context, to state his knowledge 
of the situation. He was not asked. 

Cr. Bennett has two telephones, one 
at home (2266) and one at his office, 
which is listed in two places - one as 
the shipping agency - 2018. The cur¬ 
rent cost for a three-minute telephone 
call from Australia to Norfolk Island 
is $3.75. 

Press information 

The text of Mr. O'Leary's state- 
ratal of denial to the Council was 
transmitted to the Department after 
the Council meeting. Having read 
the statement, the Department con¬ 
sidered whether or not to issue cop¬ 
ies of it to the press in Australia. 

The decision was that it was wisest 
to take no initiative. 

Early in the week of August 8th, 
the week following the Council 
meeting, the Canberra Times lear¬ 
ned that Mr. O’Leary had made his 
public denial of wrong-doing. The 
Times telephoned the Department 
and asked if it would be possible 
to obtain a copy of the statement. 

The Department supplied one. The 
Times published a report of it all 
across the top of its front page on 
Tuesday August 9th. 

The Times had also asked, on 
seeing from Mr. O'Leary’s state¬ 
ment that he had paid Customs 
duty on his Mercedes as soon as his 
liability had been assessed, when 
that was. 

The Department had been inform¬ 
ed that Mr. O’Leary, Mr. Williams, 
Mr. Cleary and the Collector of 
Customs had examined the laws of 
Norfolk Island, had f ound that Mr. 
O'Leary was subject to duty, and 
that Mr. O'Leary had been assessed 
and had paid $1, 934.85 duty, on 
Saturday July 30th. On August 8tb 
a spokesman for the Department 
said he did not know when duty had 
been assessed and paid, but that he 
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Mr. O'Leary's statement to the Norfolk Island Council on Aug. 3rd 


Cr. McIntyre: "There, is one matt¬ 
er which I wish to raise, and that 
is, J refer to a report on page one 
of the Canberra Times on Saturday 
30m of July, which has raised con¬ 
siderable'concern in tne commun¬ 
ity; and this report contains three 
particular allegations concerning 
yourself. Is it possible lor you to 
indicate as yet how the matter will 
be dealt with?" 

Administrator: "Councillor McIn¬ 
tyre, I’m glad in a way mat you've 
raised mis; I presume you are talk¬ 
ing about an article headed "Nor¬ 
folk Island Colony Status Alleged" 

Ct. McIntyre: "Yes, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. " 

Administrator: "--in which evi¬ 
dence given by Mr. Edward Howard 
of Norfolk Island to me Senate Stand¬ 
ing Committee on Foreign Affairs 
& Defence appeared. 

"I make no bones about telling 
you mat 1 have been very disturbed 
about what was written - arid pub¬ 
lished - because it affects my inte- 
grlty. 

At mis stage. I'll say a few 
mings to you. 

"The article alleges mat I re¬ 
fused to pay customs duty on a new 
car which I imported recently. 

"It also says mat I informed the 
Collector of Customs mat I was 
immune from duty. 

"Gentlemen, at no stage did I 
refuse to pay duty, or seek to avoid 
doing so In any way. 

"As soon as my liability was 
assessed I immediately paid the 
duty involved. 

"I do, however, thank Mr. How¬ 
ard for bringing mis matter, not so 
much to my attention in the way 
mat he has done, but in neverthe¬ 
less bringing it to attention because 
as a result of my investigations I 
have discerned a weakness in the 
administration of me Customs Ord¬ 
inance on mis Island which has 
been going on for quite some years, 
and mis has led me to begin a very 
thorough investigation not only into 
this particular part oi me Administra¬ 
tion but elsewhere. 

"As to the allegation that I, twice 
referred to in the article, that I re¬ 
fused to pay a 20-odd dollar light¬ 
erage fee, this is untrue and with¬ 
out foundation. 


"Indeed, even the amount is 
wrong. 

"As to me suggestion mat I 
sougnt a special discount on freight, 

I disclaim that also. 

"I did seek a quote on freight 
and eventually the quote was 
given and accepted. 

"It was said at the time mat a 
discount had been given to me. 

"I merely mention mat me 
amount of freight that I paid to 
bring me car from Sydney to Nor¬ 
folk Island was a little over $300 
and me amount erf freight that I paid 
to bring the car from Hamburg to 
Melbourne was $259. 

"The extent of the discount is 
therefore open to your imagination. 

"The gentleman, Mr. Howard, 
described what he termed as unyield¬ 
ing, insistent pressure, not only from 
me Administrator, but from me De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services 
and its Minister, Senator Withers, 
to force through a sweeping set of 
permanent changes in Norfolk's form 
of government. 

"So far as those lines refer to me, 
gentlemen, you will remember mat 
we all worked for many weeks toge¬ 
ther preparing me Council's reply 
to the Nimmo recommendations and 
at me conclusion you were kind 
enough to compliment me on the 
assistance which I gave you. 

"So far as a further allegation 
mat the Administrator had been ob¬ 
structing their - meaning you gentle¬ 
men - their access to normal and 
essential financial information, I 
would say this to you: that no spe¬ 
cific example was given in the news¬ 
paper, and I don't have to remind 
you that every time I sit here with 
you to discuss financial matters I 
have in attendance me Official Sec¬ 
retary and me Accountant, and mey 
endeavour to answer your questions 
as thoroughly as they can. And I 
am not aware of any outstanding 
request by Council for financial in¬ 
formation which remains unanswered. 

"Lastly, you will know that we 
have arranged a closed session of 
Council for me near future, which 
is the first of a series of meetings 
which we will have, and in which 
we have already arranged that we 
will go through all of die items that 
make up the estimates - the revenue 


and'the expenditure so that when 
we comp to me revision of estimates, 
later in the financial year, you will 
be very fully informed about all 
these matters. 

"If, gentlemen, these representa¬ 
tions have been made and published 
on your behalf I can only say mat 
I'm disappointed mat you haven't 
brought them to me directly and that 
I'm certainly not aware of anything 
outstanding on my part towards you. ” 
Cr. Blucner: "Mr. Chairman -" 
Administrator;. "Yes, Cr. Blucner. 
Cr. Blucner; "Not wanting to be 
implicated, and certainly not 
suggesting that any Councillor be 
implicated in this matter, there is 
one ming mat I wish to say - that 
I would not recommend mat any¬ 
one, any Councillor, sit in judg¬ 
ment at tnis time because mere 
are always two sides to a story. 

The only time mat I believe Coun¬ 
cillors snould implicate themselves 
in matters such as these is when it 
does begin to affect the community, 
and until that happens 1, as a Coun¬ 
cillor, will not implicate myself, 
and 1 will certainly not sit in judg¬ 
ment one way or me other, Mr. 
Chairman." 

Administrator: "I don't regard you 
as sitting in judgment on me at all, 

I merely answered a question arid 1 
really am not very interested in 
furtner debate. 

"Yes, Cr. Ryves." 

Cr. Ryves: "Mr. Chairman, 1 would 
like to pass comment on this because 
1 believe this affects,the image of 
Norfolk Island. 

"I’ve been on me Council for ten 
years, and this is me worst example 
of gutter politics mat I've ever seen 
introduced into this Council, and I 
believe mat if we're going'to re¬ 
sort, or people- of mis Island are go¬ 
ing to resort, to tnese type of tactics 
to press what I believe is a fair and 
just cause for a good, sound govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island, 1 believe 
mat we’re going to'tose any ground 
mat we gain, and I'm personally 
very sorry it happened, and I dis¬ 
associate myself completely from 
me article." 

Administrator: "Yes thank you. 
Gentlemen, I think we might move 
on." 













.would make inquiries. 

It took the Department a day or 
two to provide the answer to the 
Times, which published a three- 
column story headed "Norfolk Ad¬ 
ministrator paid duty on July 30: 
Withers spokesman". 

Investigations 

Following on from the original 
Canberra Times article that had ap¬ 
peared on July 30th, three separate 
investigations have been mentioned 
publicly by the three levels in the 
hierarchy that is responsible for the 
administering of Norfolk Island. 

The first one to be mentioned was 
by the Department of Administra¬ 
tive Services. On August 1st a spokes¬ 
man said the Department was 'look¬ 
ing at" the allegations. No subse¬ 
quent statements have been issued 
to indicate the progress of this in¬ 
vestigation. 

The second investigation was an¬ 
nounced by Mr. O'Leary in his Aug. 
3rd statement to Council: "I have 
discerned a weakness in the admini¬ 
stration of the Customs Ordinance 
on this Island which has been going 
on for quite some years, and this 
has led me to begin a very thorough 


investigation not only into this par¬ 
ticular part of the Administration 
but elsewhere. " Mr. O'Leary has 
not issued any public statement to 
indicate the progress of this invest¬ 
igation, which would appear to be 
pointed in a direction quite differ¬ 
ent from the problems that have 
created most of the public concern 
on the Island and in Australia. 

The third investigation was an¬ 
nounced by a spokesman for Sen. 
Withers on August 9th, who said 
that Sen. Withers would himself in¬ 
vestigate the allegations that had 
been made. 

This investigation appears to have 
occupied less than one day, for on 
August 10th Sen. Withers informed 
the Canberra Times that he had in¬ 
quired into the allegations. 

Although complete transcripts of the 
editor's public evidence had been a- 
vailable to Sen. Withers' Depart¬ 
ment, Sen. Withers said his hands 
were tied because the editor had not 
gone to the Department or the po¬ 
lice. 

"In these circumstances I can do 
nothing other than to invite Mr. 
Howard, if he has any evidence of 
any wrong-doing, to report this to 
the Commissioner of Police of the 
Crown Law Officers, " he said. 

"These are the proper authorities 


to inquire into any allegations of 
law breaking. If Mr. Howard is not 
prepared to do so he should stop 
making allegations of improper 
conduct under privilege 1 . ’* 

Sen. Withers made mention of 
the investigation being conducted 
by Mr. O'Leary. "The Administra¬ 
tor is now examining the situation, " 
he said, "to see if anyone on Nor¬ 
folk Island has not paid duty on im¬ 
ports which should have been paid. 

In the event of any such cases being 
discovered I expect to receive ad¬ 
vice from the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil as to what action it believes 
should be taken regarding the re¬ 
covery of such unpaid duty. " 

Eight days later, in the Australian 
Senate. Sen. Withers spoke at some 
length about Norfolk, in reply to a 
question that had been asked him. 

He ignored Norfolk ideas that the 
Island has its own distinct charac¬ 
ter and is entitled to a voice in its 
own political future. 

He said that Australia’s High Court 
had clearly said Norfolk was Austra¬ 
lian territory over which Parliament 
had plenary powers. "The High Court 
would not entertain any sort of argu¬ 
ment that the Island is other than 
Australian territory over which this 
Parliament has total legislative ca¬ 
pacity, " he said. 
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SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
..ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN. 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU r - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND . 
' MEMORABLE. 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / September 1977 


11 




"As honourable Senators will have 
noticed," he said, "a campaign oc- 
( casionally has been waged in the 
Canberra Times, which for some 
reason is the only newspaper that 
seems to give much credit to it, 
by certain people on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and who, I believe for their own 
selfish, personal and financial in¬ 
terests, are totally opposed to the 
implementation of certain sections 
of the Nimmo Report." 

Senator Georges interjected, 

"Quite vicious". 

"As the honourable Senator says, 
quite vicious, " said Sen. Withers. 


Statement 


On August 26th Cr. Geoff Bennett 
and his co-manager of the Norfolk 
shipping agency, Mr. Ken Nobbs, 
concluded that they had waited 
long enough to be asked, in some 
authoritative inquiry, about their 
knowledge concerning the import¬ 
ation of Mr. O’Leary's Mercedes. 

On that afternoon they made a pub¬ 
lic statement to the press on the Isl¬ 
and, the text of which accompan¬ 
ies this article. 

After having prepared the state¬ 
ment on behalf of their company, 
and before making it public, they 
believed it would be correct pro¬ 
cedure to show it to Mr. O’Leary. 

Mr. Bennett rang the Admini¬ 
strator and made an appointment. 
Arriving at die Administration of-, 
fices late in the day, he handed 
Mr. O’Leary a copy of the state¬ 
ment and said his company inten¬ 


ded to make it public. Mr. O’¬ 
Leary read the statement, he did 
not take issue with any of the facts 


it included, and did not subsequent¬ 
ly make any statement of his own 
to the press. 


Statement by South Pacific Shipping Co. 


SOUTK PACIFIC Shipping Co. Pty. 
Ltd., Norfolk agents for the only 
shipping line serving the Island, 
C.C.C., issued a public statement 
on Friday, August 26th concerning 
the Administrator's importation of 
a Mercedes car. 

The statement was signed by 
K.J. Nobbs and G.J. Bennett, co¬ 
managers of the agency. 

The text of the statement follows: 

'The ’Norfolk Islander’ of 6/8/77 
and the "Canberra Times” of 9/8/77 
reported references to a discount of 
4 VJc in the cost of shipping a Mercedes 
car to Norfolk Island, for the Adminis¬ 
trator. South Pacific Shipping Com¬ 
pany (N.I.) Ltd puts these matters on 
record. 

"1/The Administrator in January,, 

1977 asked the cost of shipping a 
Ford Fairmont car from Sydney, he 
was made aware of the Company’s 
usual scale of charges for this class 
of car ($605). 

"2/The Administrator in January, 

1977 requested some consideration 
by way of a reduced freight rate, 
be sought from the Shipping Com¬ 
pany. He did not ask for any specif¬ 
ic amount of reduction. The matter 
of a reduction had not been raised 


by the Company. 

"3/The Company wrote to Com- 
pagnie des Chargeurs Caledoniens 
(C.C.C.) Sydney agents, hether- 
ington Kingsbury Pty Ltd on 12/1/77 
conveying the request "without 
prejudice". 

"4/In May. 1977, the Agent ad¬ 
vised the Company by telephone 
that C.C.C. were prepared to 
charge $305. 

"5/The Company conveyed this 
information to the Administrator. 

”6/The Administrator asked the 
Company whether C. C. C. would 
be prepared to carry a Mercedes car 
instead, at the same arrangement. 

"7/The Company wrote to the 
Agent on 25/5/77 conveying this 
request, without comment. 

"8/In June, 1977, the Agent ad¬ 
vised by telephone that C.C.C. 
had agreed to carry the Mercedes 
for $305. 

"9/The Mercedes was shipped on 
that basis. 

"It is not the Companys practise 
to publicise clients’ business, how¬ 
ever it appears that incorrect in¬ 
ferences are being drawn from the 
reports referred to above, which 
required clarification." 


A FORMER Secretary-General 
of the South Pacific Commis¬ 
sion recently gave testimony 
to the Senate Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence, which was reported 
by the Sydney Morning Her¬ 
ald as shown here. 

Excerpts from earlier testi¬ 
mony to the same Commit¬ 
tee by the News's editor ap¬ 
pear on pp. 29-30 in this is¬ 
sue of The News. 


Genocide 

warning 

over 

Norfolk 

CANBERRA. — A 
former secretary-general 
of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission warned yester¬ 
day that Federal Gov¬ 
ernment proposals for 


Norfolk Island could 
well be labelled genocide 
— the destruction of a 
community. 

The proposals involve 
the incorporation of the 
island in the ACT for 
purposes of government. 

Mr W. Forsyth, of 
Canberra, was giving evi¬ 
dence to a Senate com¬ 
mittee inquiring into 
Australia’s commitment 
to the South Pacific re¬ 
gion. 

If Australia imposed 
on Norfolk Islanders a 
decision they had not 


would it be acting differ¬ 
ently from the French, 
who persisted in denying 
their small remaining co¬ 
lonial communities the 
right of self-determina¬ 
tion, Mr Forsyth asked. 

“Even if . Canberra 
were a well-governed 
territory — and, in fact, 
it is badly governed — 
there is an absurdity in 
the suggestion that an 
island people who for a 
century have lived in 
their own ways should be 
politically submerged 
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HANDBOOK 


► what’s on ► opening & closing times 

► where to find it ► airline schedules 

► best shopping ► radio programmes 

► Island map ► shipping information 

HCH 

► Norfolk calendar ► ...and the Norfolk 

WORD 

■ SB 

S 


V" 


(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

- / ) ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 




ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

I Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am ; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcaitp, Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Colin 
Berrimi(j|i 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2. 30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5. 00 pm Monday through Friday. 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12. 00 and l-4pm Mon-Fri. A bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMINISTRATION : Offices open 
i0-12 and 12.45-4. 00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z.. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 12 0 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document" proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved: 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together — all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island. 

On sale at Burns Philp, Jensen's and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N.l. - 
to N.Z.. send $1.40. 




Don’t make 
the mistake 
of taking the _ 
OM-1 and OM-2 


It's true, ot course, 
thet Olympus SLRs 
are some 36% 
smaller and lighter 
than average 36mm 
single lens reflex cameras 
But that's only part of the 
story 

Because we not only designed 
them to be more compact - we 
designed them to be better 
That meant backing them with a 
comprehensive system specially geared 
to the professional some 30-odd 
compact lenses of incredible quality. 

from f isheye to 





camera/motor 
weighs no more 
than the average 
camera alone 
land it can deliver up to 
5 frames per second with 
normal mirror return) 

Also, there are 12 interchangeable focusing 
screens; cloee-up. micro- and astro-adapters; 
Recordata Back; auto-winder, and other ac- 
s in profusion 


Still sceptical? 
Here are some con¬ 
vincing details. 
THE OM-1: Still one 
of the lightest and most 
compact true system 35mm 
single lens reflexes, 
with drastically 
reduced noise and 
shock thanks to a 
unique air damper 
shock absorbing 
system and ball 
bearing trains It also 
features a viewfinder 
that's 30% bigger and 
about 70% brighter than 
the average, a silk-smooth 
film transport that requires 
almost no effort and a 
precise match-needle 
through-the-lens exposure control. 
THE OM-2: With every advanced feature 
of the OM-1 (and only 10 gms heavier), 
it includes the world's most advanced auto¬ 
matic exposure system. Incredibly rapid 
silicon cells LOOK BACK at a random 
pattern on the shutter curtain to measure 
the light ON THE FILM PLANE. At slower 
speeds, it will actually read the FILM 
EMULSION ITSELF! This means the OM-2 
will actually change shutter speed should 
the light change during slower exposures - 


even down to 
a full 60 seconds. 

And it will operate 
AUTOMATICALLY 

up to 5 frames per second on motor drive, 
as well as control the Olympus auto-flash 
THROUGH THE LENS for unheard of flash 
accuracy. On Manual, it operates just like the ■ 
OM-1. 


All of which might well make the OM-1 and 
OM-2 the most heavy-weight lightweights 
you'll ever clap your eyes on. And the most 
welcome photographic equipment paradox 



US 


CAMERA LI N ES 


'»H ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 



COPYRIGHT 1977-by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3JSLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL A ND DENTA L SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

'A'The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'" 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

^TRADING POST 

"THE FIRST SH# YOU COME TO AFTE^tAW&ING AT THE AIRPORTf" 

ft nr Si 7 fTAVQ 7 QlVom Q nm (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are Open 
UrtN ( UAlO — ( . Juam XO y pm only from 9 am to 7 prh -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheesds... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties...mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners. ..candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of tfieaubject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


Electronic SLR 



MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities, precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can't hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


tromc control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




The Norfolk Island 


SUN MON TUE WED 


—— SOME PAST SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

September 9, 1804; Capt. John Piper became the Com¬ 
mandant of the "First Settlement" penal colony at N. I. 

September 16, 1871; Bishop Patteson was killed a Nu- 
kapu, near Santa Cruz. A plaque at St. Barnabas' Chap¬ 
el on Norfolk commemorates him. 

September 19, 1841; Fletcher Christian's widow, whose 
name was Mauatua, died on Pitcairn at the age of 80. 


IN NORFOLK ISLAND hISTORY 
September 23, 1764: Fletcher Christian's birthday. 

September 28, 1800; Philip Gidley King became Gover¬ 
nor of New South Wales. As a Lieutenant he had led 
the founding of the first British settlement on Norfolk. 

September 30, 1808: A report to N.S. W. stated that the 
population of the settlement at Norfolk was down to 
250 people. There were 3, 000 sheep, which did very 
well on the Island. 


4 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


5 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 
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■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


111 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


18 

■Church services 
■Film, sm’b’d-VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


25 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd (VV7.30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


12 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


19 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


26 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


13 § 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
•Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 



■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 


■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 



VoQ* 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 


■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


14 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


21 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


28 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 



CALENDAR September 1977 


THUR FRI SAT 


12 3 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) . 


.■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


8 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) . 


15 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


22 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


9 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


16 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


23 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 

■ SDA service 

■ housie (RSL8. 00) 

■ Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


17 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 

•SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka Hohse 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


29 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


30 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 




green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



★ BEST BUYS 


YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 

Cameralines: Sound movie outfits - 
Minolta, Chinon, Argus, Noris - with 
camera, projector, screen, splicer, 

2 rolls of film, in special package 
offers, far under Aust. or NZ price. " 
■ 

I nternational Duty-Free ;'Torches, 
the famous Ever-ready brand, priced 
as low as 49?; and duty-free records 
and cassettes - a big range of latest 
international releases now available.' 1 


Norfolk Trader; "General' waging ma¬ 
chines just in - full auto & twin-tub". 


a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 


r long-standing direct c 


Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 

■ 

Miltons; "The Canon AE-1 camera 
for $326. 50 as against rec. Austra¬ 
lian retail of $610; Crown portable 
3-in-l, no NZ duty, $159. 95. "• 


SAVE $$$ AND HELP N. I. 

With ocean freight costing a 
whopping $90 per cubic metre, 
imported soft drinks cost you a 
lot for every bubble. Then you 
chuck the bottle. Result; Norfolk 
messy, you poorer. 

We make terrific soft drinks at 
our own sparkling plant in Cas¬ 
cade Rd. We re-use bottles. We 
refund for any you don't use. 
Drive down and select your own 
mix (soda squash, pineapple, 
creaming soda, lemonade, rasp¬ 
berry, lime, orange, cola, gin¬ 
ger beer, dry ginger ale, soda, 
tonic & bitter lemon tonic) for 
$3.60-case of 24 lOoz bots., or 
$4.20-case of 12 24oz bots. Re¬ 
sult; happy holiday for you with 
a nice fizzy always at hand, a 
tidier Norfolk, good ecology, 

& extra money saved for you. 


Pa cific Hire Cars; "Genuine Casio dig¬ 
ital watches with stop watch & day/date, 
for only $49. 95. The latest model- it 
would be 2 or 3 times as much at home. " 


The Trading Post ; "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


CASCADE 

SOFT DRINKS 


1. Imitate 
5. We're in it! 

7. Pop Group 

10. Mission Chape! 
13. Refusal 


14. Tree 

16. Island Dish 

17. Banana 

19. Fungus Blight 

20. Oil Country 

21. Day Before 


2. Caress 

3. Fall 

4. Island Vegetable 


6. Lock Up Again 

8. Fruit 

9. Groper 

11. Walt 

12. High Name at 

Kingston 


16. Tree 

18. Bottom 
2L Before 

22. Health Resort 
24. Belongs to Me 
36. Measure 


BCB 

NORFOLK 

WORD 

BSB 

S 
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Braun the worlcft best selling foil 
shavers. (Wftha3yearguarantee) 

Braun invent the slim shaver. 

Over twenty years ago Braun pioneered the shaving system 
that became Europe’s andThe world’s best selling foil shavers. 

Now with typical West Qerman technology they’ve 
developed the ultimate in design, function and precision. 

The new Braun Synchron Plus. 

New super thin foil shaves skin-close. 

The less between you and the blades — the closer the shave. 

The Synchron Plus foil was made wafer thin to shave skir- 
close and designed with a 
unique pattern of slots and 
holes to trap every whisker. 

Super thin to get skin 
close — and then platinum 
coated for sensitive skins. 

Super slim head. 

Super slim to make it easier to get at the difficult places. 

Dual Voltage 120-240 AC for world wide use. 

Even the on/off switch does something else. 

One click further and it switches on the long hair trimmer. 

Braun Synchron Plus. 

f } One of the range of Braun shavers 
available fronrmajor 
t> department stores and 
electrical retailers. 
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NORFOLK /RADER 




NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir j 
Goes Into... 

10. 05 Down Memory l^ane 

10.45 Morning Serial/ 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12. 05 Book Reviews ^ 

4-6. 30 Mixed Music 
Michele & Marita 
6. 30 Rowdy's Rqufidup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8. 45 Top Pops 

9. 00 News 

9.15 Naked Vicar Show 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows & 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape&Phone 

1.15 Methodist Programme 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


ABC NEWS.REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


4-7^00 Shut Down 
7.05 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Who Said That 

9.30 The Dutch Jazz 

Scene 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 The Lying Baron 
10. 05 Overdrive 
10'. 45 Morning Serial 
12. 05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda and Dilly 
7. 00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Comedy, 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 People Who Live in 

Glass Houses 
10.46 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests j 


12. 05 World Affairs Prog. SATURDAY 

1.30 SyD. A. Prog. \ f i&.OOMainly Pop 

4-7. W Shut Down <1 io, 30 Radio Aust. New*. 

7.05*jVaterways of the i io. 45 Top of Pops 
: » World \iU. 30 Overdrive 

7.30,^First Thurs. in \J2.00 Local news, requests 

E th. only) Council 100 Young Mood 

;-broadcast &00 Sports Relay Fronf 

it a Minute V, Radio Aust. / 

9. 00‘Aust. Short Stories 7. ft Lying Baron ' 

9.45 Rielody Time 7.3S Comedy 

PRJDAY 8.0wMovin‘ Music 

9.15 Comedy Show 9. oo&> r . Findlay's Case Book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 9.45^ U nday Sound 

(Music) 10.30 Close 

10.45 Morning Serial SUNDAY 

11. 00 Musical Hits from 12.30 five from Kihgston 


Germany/Netherlands 

12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of England 

, Pr °g- 
4-6.[00 Shut Down 

6. 00. Vivat Rex 

7. O^-.Programme Surround- 

,V ed by Fine MuSic 


Oval 

12.35 Sunday Comix 

3.30 Rowdy's Football 
Commentary 
5.00 Vibes to Do It By 
7.00 Sunday Radio - 

£rama, music etc. 


FLIGHTS 

FROM'& TO AUCKLAND* Every Wed, 
Fri., Sat, Sun. plus Mon. 5th & 12th, 
arrives 10.30,'departs 12.15. 


days, arrive 2.15, Depart 3.16. 
Extra Sept. flights : 5th, 7th&10th, 
arr.l.30dep.2.20/9tb, arr. 11.30 
dep. 12.20/13th arr. 2.15 dep. 3.15 


T6 & FROM BRISBANE Departs daily 
except Tues. & Wed. at 8.30 am; 
arrives Wed.2.30, Thur.&Fri. 5.15, 
Sat. 5.30, Sun. 5.15. Calls at Lord 
Howe Is. four days a week. 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C. C. C. fo GENT'S IN SYDNE,Y ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 3^ Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C^C. A GENT S'IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane UnillneC 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7.3279 /, 



Telephone 21 31 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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maria bailey married 

DICK HEAPS IN 1907 
AND ON RETIRING HE BUILT 

THE ISLAND HOME OF HILLCREST 
FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT FROM 
THE MELANESIAN CHAPEL 
AND CONVICT-HEWN STQNES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON. 
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO RELAX 
OVER A PRE-DINNER DRINK 
AND ENJOY A MEAL 
THAN IN THE OLD DINING ROOM 
DISCREETLY LIT BY CHANDELIERS. 


Bat opens for pre-dinner 
drinks at 6 30 p m 
A la carte restaurant 
open from 7pm 
Reservations - ring 2255 
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Restaurant 


At the Hillcrest Hotel-Motel: 24 motel units in beautiful gardens overlooking Phillip Island. Brochure available - Box 64 


MISSION ROAD 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 


EIKI 


NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16 mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 


IN OUR LIBRARY 

FOR HIRE 


CONTACT US FOR YOUR 


PROJECTOR & FILM requirements 


THE IDEAL GIFT FOR THE IDEAL WAY TO STAY IN 

A FRIEND WHO LIKES NORFOLK TOUCH WITH THE ISLAND 

AFTER YOUR HOLIDAY 


WE 



SENT BY AIRMAIL EVERY MONTH; AUSTRALIA $10p.a./N.Z. $A20 p.a. 
Published by Ed Howard/Box 94/ Norfolk Island 2899/Subscriptions shortened if postage rises again 






SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Fri-Sat-Sun 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABQ+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AE 

9 A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

I - « 

|/// ^ 

< Inspection 

S AO^ Welcomed! 

£ 


abc+aSc+abcVabc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc 
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From the beginning, the Vivitar nanrie has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Ftoint’n Shoot camera. 
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Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 



TheSeiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 
accurate to withjn one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 
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TrPTi m nMV■ Australia Is on a course of crushing 
I tw I HVIWI’I 1 ■ Norfolk, News editor tells coaalttee 


ON JULY 29th the editor of The 
News gave testimony at hearings 
of the Senate Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and Defence in 
Sydney. Here are extracts: 

"I have prepared an 18-page 
written submission concerning a var¬ 
iety of matters related to Norfolk 
Island which 1 believe are signifi¬ 
cant in your Committee’s consid¬ 
eration of Australia’s foreign affairs 
and defence role in tne Soutn Pacif¬ 
ic. 

"In these spoken remarks 1 wish 
to confine myself to the main points 
in that written submission. The 
written submission includes a great 
deal of detailed evidence in support 
of tnese main points, but if it is 
acceptable to yeu I propose not to 
read out all that detail, but to leave 
it with you for your later examina¬ 
tion. 

"My wife and I first visited Nor¬ 
folk Island about ten years ago. 

We were immediately drawn to the 
Island’s way of life. We believe it 
has a wholesomeness and human 
quality which, taking everything 
into account, surpasses that of any 
other place in the world we have 
known. 

"We acquired an old home on 
the Island in 1968, and with a great 
deal of our own work we gradually 
made it liveable. We were able to 
move full-time to the Island in 1974. 
This move was made not for any 
financial gain, but at considerable 
personal as well as financial sacri¬ 
fice. Among other things it meant 
moving away from our four grown 
children and their families, whom 
we love dearly, and leaving success¬ 
ful and respected businesses that we 
had built up during 12i years in Syd¬ 
ney. Today we are working harder, 
earning less, and enjoying life more 
than we have for many years. 

"Against that brief personal back¬ 
ground, and against a background 
of studying Norfolk Island for ten 
years, and of editing and producing 
the Norfolk Island News for the past 
two years, I wisn to offer some 
evidence and some judgments that 
I hope will be useful to your view 
of the South Pacific. 

"The early part of my wutten 
submission deals in great detail 
with paragraph numbered 8.14 in 
a report published by this Commit¬ 
tee in September, 1975. This para¬ 


graph is presented as a precis de¬ 
scription of the main political, 
economic, cultural and ethnic 
characteristics of Norfolk Island. 

It sets out twelve basic facts about 
, Norfolk. Nine of these are not 
facts at all, but are mis-statements. 
It would seem to me essential for 
this Committee to have an accurate 
general knowledge of Norfolk Island, 
and for this reason my written sub¬ 
mission deals at length with correct¬ 
ing the Committee's very badly mis¬ 
informed 1975 impression of the 
Island. 

"Australia's correct understanding 
of Norfolk Island, and Australia's 
relationship with Norfolk Island, are 
crucial to Australia's foreign affairs 
and defence relationships with all 
other islands in the South Pacific. 

not stupid 

"The people of the South Pacific 
have little of the sophistication of 
' Sydney, Canberra or Melbourne, 
but they are not stupid. They are 
very canny at believing what they 
see rather than what they are told. 

"If France says it is a friend and 
supporter of the people of tne South 
Pacific, we pay no attention to 
what France says - we simply ob¬ 
serve what France does. We observe 
France insisting on the preposterous 
claim that New Caledonia and the 
Society Islands are actually inte¬ 
gral parts of metropolitan France. 

We observe France suppressing the 
normal desires of New Caledonians 
and Tahitians to be self-governing. 
We observe France using the South 
Pacific as a garbage dump for test¬ 
ing nuclear devices. And we know 
that France is not a friend but an 
arrogant, imperialist nation, con- 
' cerned primarily with its own ad¬ 
vantage. 

In exactly the same way people 
in the Pacific measure Australia's 
true attitudes toward the islands by 
obaerving how Australia in fact be¬ 
haves toward its own Pacific terii- 
tory, 

"The islands of the South Pacific 
are well aware of one another. 

Our differing problems and aspira¬ 
tions are discussed with great in¬ 
telligence in one of the weald's out¬ 
standing magazines. Pacific Islands 
Monthly. Newspapers criss-cross 


among the islands. We visit one 
another, and we talk. There are 
periodic conferences, and informal 
sessions long into the night after¬ 
ward. We correspond, and we read 
one anoiter's official reports. 

true test 


"How does Australia behave, ip 
the South Pacific, when Australia 
has plenary power to behave in any 
way it likes? That question is the 
true test. 1 am a loyal Australian 
and I am sorry to tell you that 
Australia is failing that test in a 
shameful manner. 

"Norfolk Island is, very simply, 
governed as a colony of Australia, 
by a resident Administrator, and 
a group of public servants and a 
Minister in Canberra who know very 
little of the Island, and none of 
whom has the slightest willingness, 
let alone inclination, to live their 
lives on Norfolk. 

(The testimony then gave examples 
of apparent attitudes toward Norfolk 
on the part of those administering 
the Island. Included was reference 
to the circumstances surrounding 
the Administrator's recent import¬ 
ation of a Mercedes car, which are 
dealt with at length elsewhere in 
this issue.) 

"Far more important is an unyield¬ 
ing, insistent pressure not only from 
the Administrator but from our De¬ 
partment in Canberra and from our 
Minister, Sen. R. G. Withers, to 
force through a sweeping set of per¬ 
manent changes in Norfolk Island's 
form of government - even though 
more than two-thirds of the electors 
of the Island have solemnly and in¬ 
dividually declared themselves to 
be opposed to these changes. 

declarations 

"Individual declarations by the 
great majority of the Island's elec¬ 
tors were handed to the Minister 
last month on Norfolk Island by our 
senior elected representative, the 
Chairman of Committees of the ad¬ 
visory Norfolk Island Council. The 
Minister said they were "totally, 
completely and utterly valueless" 
and he left them behind when he 
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left Norfolk Islffijd. fft 

"The changes being pressed by 
our govern#^; akttSoriiies are con¬ 
tained in the recommendations of 
the recent Nimmo Royal Commission 
Report. They would terminate Nor¬ 
folk Island's 121-year status as a sep¬ 
arate and distinct political entity, 
with its own system of laws, taxes 
and benefits. Contrary to the express¬ 
ed wish of the great majority of die 
Island's electors, the Nimmo recom¬ 
mendations would politically integrate 
Norfolk into mainland Australia - just 
as France so arrogantly insists that New 
Caledonia and the Society Islands are 
integral parts of metropolitan France. 

"It is an astonishing fact that no 
clear, sensible reason for ending Nor¬ 
folk Island's separate status has yet 
been stated. 


Nluno reasons 


"Two mam reasons are given in 
the Nimmo Report itself, but neither 
one of these is capable of withstand¬ 
ing scrutiny. 

"One is mat Norfolk Islano is a 
heavy financial burden on Australia, 
and that Norfolk therefore should 
have no say in its own future. The 
logic and die morality of this state¬ 
ment are offensive to anyone who 
believes in democratic government - 
and the financial data on which it 
is based are partly inaccurate, part¬ 
ly irrelevant and partly sheer imagina¬ 
tion. Norfolk Island is not a heavy 
financial burden on Australia, it 
never has been, and there is no rea¬ 
son it ever should be. 

"The second reason given by the 
Nimmo Report for terminating Nor¬ 
folk Island's separate status is the 
belief that Australia is obliged to 
make Norfolk uniform with the 
mainland because of a recent High 
Court decision in the Berwick case. 

I submit that any competent and un¬ 
biased legal authority will assure you 
that the Berwick decision obliges 
Australia to do no such thing: it mere¬ 
ly affirms Australia's power to estab¬ 
lish whatever form:of government 
may appear most sensible and effect¬ 
ive on Norfolk Island. 

"Yet in the statements, the answers 
to formal questions, the policies, the 
Parliamentary remarks and the person¬ 
al behaviour of the Commonwealth 
authorities who have control over 
Norfolk today, it is unmistakably 
clear that they are relentlessly de¬ 
termined to implement the Nimmo 
recommendations, ignoring the ex¬ 
pressed wishes of the majority of the 
Island's electors. 


: "The most-recent iaijd ominous in¬ 
dication of this determination is a 
sfet’of events that may reflect a 
scurrilous policy. I say "may” be¬ 
cause the facts nave been obscured 
and I do not know. 

1977/78 budget 


"In the preparation of Norfolk 
Island’s 1977-78 budget, which is 
done under the direction of the Ad¬ 
ministrator and the Department, it 
appears that the Island may face a 
really substantial deficit for the first 
time in its history. Members of the 
Norfolk Island Council are distressed 
by mis and are determined to bring 
the budget back toward balance - but 
they have informed me that the Ad¬ 
ministrator has been obstructing their 
access to normal.and essential fi¬ 
nancial information. Intelligent, 
reasonable people bn Norfolk are 
concerned that there may be a de¬ 
liberate policy to sabotage the Isl¬ 
and's financial self-reliance and so 
create an apparent need for an Aust¬ 
ralian take-over. While such a fear 
may sound far-fetched I would say 
that it is not groundless, and I be¬ 
lieve the possibility should be open¬ 
ly and impartially examined. 

"What could be the real reason 
for insistence and haste to terminate 
Norfolk Island's separate status with¬ 
in a few months, when it has proved 
generally practical and workable for 
over 100 years? People on Norfolk 
have asked themselves tnat question 
again and again without being able 
to find a credible answer. 

(The testimony then referred to a 
set of circumstances that offer a 
plausible explanation for pressures 
to implement the Nimmo Report 
recommendations, which were de¬ 
scribed to the Committee in detail 
privately following the public por¬ 
tion of the testimony.) 


friendships 


” I will conclude these remarks by 
returning to the Committee's terms 
of reference. 

"If the South Pacific is important 
to Australia's foreign affairs and de¬ 
fence. Australia should be building 
genuine and durable friendships in 
the region. 

"My former beloved country, the 
United States, learned to its great 
sorrow that genuine friendship can¬ 
not be bought with gifts or forced 


with military deployments:- It ciff 
be earned bniy by behavlng'as a 
genuine friend behaves* understand¬ 
ing, listening, caring, sharing mu¬ 
tual enjoyments and concerns, 
appreciating and tolerating each 
other’s differences, and respecting 
each other’s individuality. 

"Friendship does not have to be 
costly. Australia will not deceive 
the people of the South Pacific by 
entering a gift-giving competition 
with the U. S. S. R. 

"The essential starting-place for 
Australia to build South Pacific 
friendships is Norfolk Island, Aust¬ 
ralia's own relation irt the Pacific. 
Australia's actual conduct there 
will speak more loudly, and be 
heard more clearly, throughout the 
Pacific than all the fine phrases and 
all the handsome gifts in the world. 

wishes of majority 

"If Australia’s present course of 
actions in respect to Norfolk Island 
is allowed to continue unaltered, 
and if Australia in fact makes sweep¬ 
ing changes in Norfolk Island's form 
of government that are contrary to 
the expressed wishes of the majority 
of the electors of the Island, Aust¬ 
ralia will be observed to be, like 
France, an imperialist nation in the 
Pacific. 

Investigation 

"I am certain Australia's foreign 
affairs and defence relationships in 
the Pacific would suffer severely as 
a result. I therefore wish to end 
these remarks by calling on the 
members of this Committee, in 
carrying out its responsibilities, to 
take such actions as may be necess¬ 
ary and possible to initiate an impar¬ 
tial, thorough and principled investi¬ 
gation of Australia's relations with 
Norfolk Island - and to ensure that 
such an investigation is conducted 
free from any influence by those who 
are now governing the Island not as 
friends but as masters. 

"The people of Norfolk Island 
respect and appreciate Australia, 
and wish always to remain closely 
and loyally linked with Australia. 

"The relationship between you 
and us can be. and should be, a 
source of pleasure and nourishment 
for us both. But at present you are 
on a course of crushing Norfolk Island, 
and If you do so neither we nor the 
rest of the Pacific will ever forget it. 
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SEPTEMBER 2ND — A LETTER DATED 29 
AUGUST, SIGNED BY J.A. JENKINS AND 
STAMPED WITH THE OFFICIAL SEAL OF THE 
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, HAS BEEN RE- 
CEIVED IN THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS BY 
RESIDENTS WHO HAVE IMPORTED CARS IN 
RECENT YEARS. 

KEY POINTS IN THE LETTER: "YOU 
WERE ASKED WHETHER YOU HAD OWNED AND 
USED THE VEHICLE, OR A VEHICLE OF A 
SIMILAR CLASS, DURING THE 12 MONTHS 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE IMPORT¬ 
ATION. AS A RESULT OF YOUR AFFIRM¬ 
ATIVE ANSWER YOU WERE NOT ASKED TO 
PAY DUTY....ON 18 JUNE,1969 THE PRO¬ 
VISIONS OF THE CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 
WERE AMENDED TO REQUIRE PRIOR OWN¬ 
ERSHIP AND USE OF IMPORTED VEHICLES 
FOR A PERIOD OF 15 MONTHS «•• • • THE COR¬ 
RECT QUESTION WAS NOT PUT TO YOU AT 
THE TIME YOU IMPORTED THE VEHICLE..." 

THE LETTER RAISES FOUR QUESTIONS: 

1.: AT LEAST ONE RESIDENT, OF 
HIGHEST REPUTATION, REMEMBERS BEING 
ASKED THE CORRECT QUESTION - HAD HE 
OWNED HIS CAR FOR 15 MONTHS. HOW 
COULD THE CORRECT QUESTION HAVE BEEN 
ASKED UNLESS THE 1969 AMENDMENTS HAD 
BEEN RECEIVED AND WERE BEING FOL¬ 
LOWED?_ 


2. : THE TERMS ON WHICH THE COi* 
LECTOR OF CUSTOMS SAYS HE HAS BEZN 
GRANTING DUTY EXEMPTION ARE SET OUT 
IN HIS LETTER. WHY WAS A COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT SET OF TERMS DESCRIBED IN 
HIS SWORN DECLARATION OF JULY 30TH, 
EXPLAINING WHY HE HAD EXCUSED MR. O'¬ 
LEARY FROM PAYMENT OF DUTY ON JUNE 7? 

3. : IF THE COLLECTOR HAS BEEN FOL¬ 
LOWING THE RULES SET OUT IN HIS LET¬ 
TER WHY DID HE EXEMPT MR. O'LEARY 
FROM DUTY ON JUNE 7TH WHEN MR. O'¬ 
LEARY HAD NOT OWNED AND USED ANY VE¬ 
HICLE AT ALL FOR SOME EIGHT MONTHS? 

HE HAD BEEN USING THE ADMINISTRATOR'S 
CAR, THE FORD REGISTERED "A-l", WHICH 
IS OWNED BY THE COMMONWEALTH. 

4. : WHAT OCCURRED ON SATURDAY JULY 
30TH, WHEN THE ADMINISTRATOR CALLED 
IN THE OFFICIAL SECRETARY, THE LEGAL 
ADVISER AND THE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, 
AND THE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS SWORE A 
STATUTORY DECLARATION HOLDING MR. O'¬ 
LEARY BLAME-FREE IN THE NON-PAYMENT 
OF DUTY ON HIS CAR? 

Tliuikt aad apologiea to Fletcher Chris¬ 
tian Apartaeats, whose ad. oa P.6 had 
to be oaitted for the atop-preaa, aad 
to Preatice'a for cutting their ad. to 
half-page aiae - E.H._ 



LESS THAN 1/3 SYDNEY PRISM 


Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder oi easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 
you of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beepl 
It's from Citizen. One of the largest watch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 



Plated 165 


PRENTICE’S: 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 
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DISCOUNTS: 

If you are thinking of asking for a reduction In the freight 
rate on your next shipment from Sydney.....Save your breath! 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT by' Norfolk’s 
Administrator mat he had accepted 
a discount (amounting to about 40%) . 
on me cost of freighting a new 
Mercedes-Benz car to the Island 
raised questions last monm concern¬ 
ing the possible availability of such 
discounts for other residents. 

The News talked with Geoff 
Bennett and Ken Nobbs, the princi¬ 
pals of South Pacific Shipping Com¬ 
pany on Norfolk, to get authoritat¬ 
ive answers. 

South. Pacific Shipping is the lo¬ 
cal agent for Compagnie des Char- 
geurs Caledoniens, die Noumea- 
based shipping line mat started serv¬ 
ing the Island in April of 1974 and 
provides Norfolk’s only ocean shipp¬ 
ing service to and from New Zeal¬ 
and and Australia. 

When C.C.C. entered the Nor¬ 
folk service it adopted the existing 
schedule of freight Tates that had 
been established by Karlander. 

Since men there have been increas¬ 
es in the rates as a result of higher 
costs of loading and stevedoring in 
Australia and New Zealand. 


Standard schedule 


When the new standard schedule 
of freight rates was set, the Ad¬ 
ministration and other large Nor¬ 
folk importers were notified, and 
notification was published in the 
Norfolk Island Government Gazette 
and in the local press. 

Geoff Bennett says that increases 
in freight rates are possible only 
when a need for them can be 
proved. "A desire for an increase 
has to be documented," he says, 
"and submitted to the Shippers’ 
Council. They are a body com - 
prising Australian exporters and 
manufacturers. It’s in their inter¬ 
est, and is their job, to see that 
Australian merchandise reaches 
overseas markets at the most fa¬ 
vourable rate possible, and they 
resist freight increases." 

There is a schedule of freight 
rates, which has a dozen or more 
categories, with the rate in each 
category depending on how easy 
or difficult it is to handle, and 


other factors. Motor cars are 
carried for about two-thirds the 
general cargo rafe, because are 
conveniently handled and are con¬ 
sidered "good cargo”. 

The New Zealand rate schedule 
does not cover all me types of 
cargo that are imported to Norfolk, 
and items that do not fall into one 
of the standard categories - there 
is no set schedule for livestock, for 
example - are carried for rates 
mat are specifically quoted at the 
time for the particular item. 

Never asked to quote 

The rate schedules for freight from 
Australia, however, are quite com¬ 
prehensive, covering all of the types 
of cargo that are shipped here from 
Sydney. 

"We have never been called on to 
quote on cargo from Australia, ever, * 
says Ken Nobbs. "There is a set 
schedule for everything." 

He says that resident John Ryves 
recently imported a horse float con¬ 
taining a horse, and there was some 
uncertainty about which freight cate¬ 
gory it fitted. Mr. Ryves negotiated 
with C. G. C’s Sydney agents about 
this, and the horse and float were 
eventually carried for $500. 

In me shipping world, there is 
no guarantee what the rates will be 
for some future voyage. A Norfolk 
importer can’t be certain that the 
current rate will apply until cargo 
for a particular voyage starts being 
loaded aboard in Sydney. 

Once some cargo is aboard, all 
the cargo on that voyage carries 1 
the rates that applied when the first 
■item was loaded. 

But an increase in rates Could be 
approved by the Shippers' Council 
and could take effect two minutes 
before the first article of cargo was 
loaded aboard ship. 

For mis reason it is not possible 
to obtain from South Pacific Shipp¬ 
ing Company a firm quote on what 
future cargo will cost to carry. If 
an importer wishes to know what a 
certain'shipment will cost in a 
couple of months' time. S.P.S.C. 
can only tell him what the current 
rate is, and tell'him that me actual 


freight charge willrbe whatever is 
current at me time the vessel act¬ 
ually loads. 

What percentage of cargo carried 
from Sydney,Is charged at me stand¬ 
ard schedule rates? "All, " says 
Geoff Bennett. Ken Nobbs adds, 
"Well, 99. 9999 repeater percent. " 

Livestock rate 


Norfolk Island livestock importers 
put a well-reasohed case to S. P. S. C, 
some time ago that mere were 
some anomalies in the schedule 
rates they were paying for import¬ 
ing beasts. Geoff and Ken felt they 
had a point, argued on their behalf, 
and for certain types of animals a 
fairer rate resulted. It was not a 
special quote or discount, however. 
The schedule was changed for all 
subsequent shipments of .livestock. 

Are there any standard discounts 
offered on freight? "From New 
Zealand, but not from Australia," 
says Ken. As examples of me New 
Zealand standard discounts, Geoff 
mentioned that a discount is given 
to any importer shipping over 100 
tonnes, and that a standard 5% dis¬ 
count is given for cargo mat is pack¬ 
ed in pallet form, and can therefore 
be handled more easily. "These dis¬ 
counts are known, and they apply to 
anyone who meets the,.requirements.” 
Geoff says. 

The News asked if.mis.meant, in 
me case of cargo coming from Aust¬ 
ralia, that any discount mat was 
available would be a special dis¬ 
count, tamer than a standard dis¬ 
count. "It’s not available," Ken 
answered. 


Only one 

Since C.C.C. started serving Nor¬ 
folk, has South Pacific Shipping 
been involved in any discount at all 
from the standard rate for shipping 
any motor car, other man Mr. 
O'Leary’s? 

"No, " says Geoff. 

The scheduled rates for motor 
cars fall into five'"unit" sizes. A 
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car under seven cubic metres in vol¬ 
ume is carried for $305. 70; from 
seven to 8. 5 metres, $379.70; from 
8.5 to ten metres, $437.70; from 
ten to 13 metres, $505. 50; and from 
13 to 16 metres, $611. 50. 

Mr. O'Leary's Mercedes is within 
the fourth of those unit sizes, be¬ 
tween ten and 13 metres. He was 
billed $305. 70 for freight, which is 
the schedule rate for cars of the 
smallest unit size. 

Last January the Administrator ask- 
S. P. S. C. if a reduced freight rate 
could be made available for him 
in importing a new car. 

The company wrote up through 
channels, passing the request on. 


The letter was headed, "Without 
prejudice". The News asked Geoff 
what he meant by that term, and 
Geoff said "To me. it means we 
are simply passing along a request 
without taking a position on whether 
it should be supported or not. ” 

Ken visited Sydney not long after¬ 
ward on other business, and discuss¬ 
ed the request for a reduction in 
freight on Mr. O'Leary’s possible car 
with Hetherington Kingsbury. "I 
said as far as I'm concerned, 1 don't 
think it should be given." he said. 
"We shouldn't start jockeying freight 
rates. In my books, no, and in 
Geoff's books, no, " Ken said. 

The request was later forwarded by 


Hetherington Kingsbury to Noumea 
for consideration by C.C. C. 

"We as agents have no authority 
to muck around with freight rates, " 
says Geoff. • "Hetherington Kingsbury 
likewise." 

The News asked if C.C.C. in 
Noumea had spontaneously originat¬ 
ed the idea of offering Mr. O'Leary 
a discount. 

"Negative." Geoff answered. He 
said that the head of C.C.C. was 
noted for keeping extremely close 
control of expenses, and for not 
permitting any outgo that was not 
bare-bones essential to the continued 
profitable operation of the shipping 
line. 


NORFOLK ‘FACTS’: 

A 1975 Australian Government publication Includes a vital 
paragraph describing Nobfork I siam...or was It Lord Howe? 


A KEY REPORT in the formation of 
Australian Government policies con¬ 
cerning Norfolk Island is just plain 
mixed up in its facts about the Isl¬ 
and. 

Titled’ "United Nations involve¬ 
ment with Australian Territories", 
the report was prepared as a basic 
reference book by the Senate Stan¬ 
ding Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and Defence and published in 1975. 

At the end of July the editor of 
The News drew the errors in the re¬ 
port to the attention of the Com- 
mitee, at hearings in Sydney. 

The errors about Norfolk appear 
in a short paragraph which - accord¬ 
ing to the report - sets out "facts" 
explaining why Norfolk should not 
be subject to United Nations atten¬ 
tion, reporting or principles. 

Nine mistakes In 
eight sentences 

The paragraph makes nine mis¬ 
statements about the Island in just 
eight sentences. 

Mostly the report dealt with the 
Cocos Islands, but in two para¬ 
graphs it considers Norfolk and 
lays down a recommended policy 
for Australia to follow. 

'Here are die two paragraphs, and 


a description of the errors includ¬ 
ed; 

"Less difficult"? 


”8.14 The position or Norfolk 
Island in the opinion of this Com¬ 
mittee is less difficult. As out¬ 
lined in Chapter 1, the island was 
used as a penal station until 1856, 
when some 200 descendants of the 
Bounty mutineers were transferred 
there from Pitcairn Island. From 
1856 it was a settlement under uie 
jurisdiction of New South Wales 
although it was nevei incorporated 
as part of the territory of any Aust¬ 
ralian State. In 1913 it was trans¬ 
ferred to the Commonwealtn, and 
is now administered as a separate 
Australian territory under the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1957 -1963. The 
Minister for tne Australian Capi¬ 
tal Territory is tne Minister res¬ 
ponsible for the territory. The 
Norfolk Island Council is respon¬ 
sible in tne normal way for muni¬ 
cipal affairs. The population of 
about 1900 is ethnical.y and cul¬ 
turally akin to that of the mainland, 
its economic and social links are 
with Australia, and tnere is com¬ 
plete freedom of access between 
the mainland and Norfolk Island. 
Indeed the major industry, tourism, 
is dependent upon such access. 


"8.15 In tne Committee’s view 
all these factors militate against 
even the possibility of United Na¬ 
tions involvement in Norfolk Island. 
If Norfolk Island were to be placed • 
on tne Committee of Twenty-Four’s 
list of territories, then every small 
innabited Island in the world would 
also have to be placed on that list, 
irrespective of its constitutional 
status or social and cultural situa¬ 
tion. Sucn a step would not be 
justified in any way by the terms 
of Chapter XI or subsequent resolu¬ 
tions, nor Is it likely. Should any 
such move be suggested, Australia 
should, in me Committee’s view, 
express its opposition most strongly. ’ 

Correct 

understanding 

In the first of those paragraphs, 
numbered 8.14, there are nine 
errors of fact. Seven of these are 
of significant consequence in a 
correct understanding of Norfolk 
Island and its relationship with 
Australia. 

First, there is a significant 
error ofomission in tne statement 
that the descendants of the Bounty 
mutineers were "transferred" to 
Norfolk Island. Tne fact is that 
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the community of 193 persons on Pit¬ 
cairn Island considered very carefully 
an offer by the British Government, 
and accepted it. The offer was that 
they would be granted all of me land 
and buildings on Norfolk Island, to 
divide as they decided, except for 
some 700 acres of land and a few 
public buildings which were to be 
reserved for me benefit of their whole 
community ramer than being owned 
by any individual. Furthei;, the offer 
was mat they would continue to gov¬ 
ern themselves as a separate and dis¬ 
tinct place within the British Empire, 
as they had done on Pitcairn Island, 
making and enforcing *eir own laws - 
free of interference from any other 
British colony. 

Asrooaant 

The terms of mis offer have been 
disputed for six generations since me 
move in 1856. For 121 years the Pit¬ 
cairn people and their descendants 
on Norfolk have renumbered and 
handed down their knowledge of the 
agreement. Repeatedly during tnose 
121 years they have been dazzled 
and deceived by persons of great 
authority in Australia, who have de¬ 
nied that there was any proper basis 
whatever for me Pitcairners’ claims. 

Second , paragrapn 8.14 states 
mat from 185S Norfolk Island was 
under the jurisdiction of New South 
wales. This is incorrect. From 
1856 to 1896 there was no official 
connection whatever between Norfolk 
Island and New Scum Wales. The 
Governor of New Soutn Wales was, 
separately and as an additional respon¬ 
sibility, Governor of Norfolk Island 
as well, his powers in respect of 
Norfolk Island were severely limited 
by Rules and Regulations made by 
Queen Victoria in Council, which 
made Norfolk Island self-governing. 

Third, paragraph 8.14 states mat 
in 1913 Norfolk was transferred to me 
Commonwealth. This'is a minor 
error. The date should be 1914. 

"Responsible in the 
normal way" - !!! 

Fourth, paragraph 8.14 states 
mat me Norfolk Island Council is 
"responsible in me normal way for 
municipal affairs". This is incorrect. 
The Council has no authority to do 
anything but offer advice, which can 
be and not infrequently is ignored by 
Australia. The people of Norfolk 
Island do not in any sense have even 


a measure of democratic government. 
This was taken from mem without 
their consent, over their protests, 
and contrary to me then-still-valid 
Rules and Regulations of me Queen 
in Council, in 1896. In 1914, Eng¬ 
land's handing-over of administrat¬ 
ive authority for Norfolk to Australia 
was done without the consent of me 
Norfolk Islanders, and over me pro¬ 
tests of many of mem. 

Near enough will do 

Flfm, paragraph 8.14 states mat 
the population of me Island Is about 
1900. In fact there are about IttOO, 
of whom some 1, 000 can be con¬ 
sidered permanent residents. This 
error is an odd bne. The cprrect 
figure is readily found in’Norfolk 
Island Annual Reports. It appears 
mat mis section of me Committee's 
197 5 report may have been prepared 
without even rudimentary documen¬ 
tation. .j.. 

Denying that a race 
even exists 

Sixth, paragraph 8.14 states 
mat the population of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is ethnically and culturally 
akin to mat of the mainland. This 
is incorrect. Less than one-quarter 
of the people of Norfolk were born 
in Australia. An equal number 
were born in New Zealand. The 
basic population group of me Island 
are the Pitcairn descendants. They 
are a distinct and unique race, whose 
bloodline is a mixture of Polynesian 
and English. For generations they 
were derided by Australian author¬ 
ities as being half-castes, and their 
culture and their language (which 
they speak today) were scoffed at. 
Under mis scoffing me people turn¬ 
ed inward to their own families. 

But their ethnic distinctiveness 
and their culture were preserved 
and protected. 

Ethnically and culturally the 
population of Norfolk Island is in 
some ways akin to that of Pitcairn 
Island. It is not akin to, but very 
different from, that of mainland 
Australia. 

Seventh , paragraph 8.14 states 
mat Norfolk’s economic and social 
links are with Australia. The im¬ 
plications of mis statement are mis¬ 
leading. Economically and socially 
Norfolk Island is to a large extent 
self-contained. It has many and 


valuable economic and social links 
with Australia but equally also with 
New Zealand. Tourism is a great 
economic benefit to Norfolk, but 
me essential Norfolk Island - me 
basic character of the place - is 
not dependent on, or derivative 
from, any other place. 

Unaware of laws 


Eighth , paragraph 8.14 states 
mat there is complete freedom of 
access between the mainland and 
Norfolk Island. This is incorrect. 
Norfolk Island has its own immigra¬ 
tion law, its own customs law, its 
own postal system and sumps. Any 
Australian may go to Norfolk with¬ 
out a visa, but after thirty days 
even a Senator must leave unless Nor 
folk Island grants him a thirty-day 
extension. An Australian may not 
ship his own possessions to Norfolk 
Island without paying Norfolk cus¬ 
toms duty on mem. He cannot mail 
a letter in Norfolk Island with an 
Australian sump. New Zealanders 
have fully as free access to Norfolk 
as Australians do, and that access is 
strictly controlled by Norfolk Island 
law. 

Nearly half Kiwis 


Ninth, paragraph 8.14 states mat 
Norfolk's major industry, tourism, 
is dependent on freedom of access 
from Australia. This is Incorrect. 
Norfolk's tourism depends on New 
Zealanders as well as Australians. 

If Australia did not exist, Norfolk 
Island would not only continue to 
enjoy a worthwhile tourist flow from 
New Zealand, but with reasonable 
promotion might bring as many New 
Zealanders to me Island as from bom 
Australia and New Zealand now. 

Sorry we missed 
an August Issue 

TRAVEL, research and me time re¬ 
quired to establish the accuracy of 
facts contained in this issue made 
it impossible to produce an August 
issue of The News, and contribut¬ 
ed to me lateness of mis issue. 

The publisher apologises to regu¬ 
lar readers of The News, and to 
advertisers. 
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Norfolk 

REMINISCENCES WITH 

* AH LEE “ SCHMITZ 

THE DAUGhTER of an American 
whaler who came to Norfolk in the 
first whaling period, " Ahlee " is 
now in her mid-eighties. She has 
one of the liveliest memories of any¬ 
one on Norfolk. Many parts of her 
life have been almost unbearably ' 
difficult and sad. Yet she shows 
the greatest warmth, love and grace. 
Sometimes the sadnesses can be de¬ 
tected in her eyes but you find that 
on looking again they have changed 
to eyes of courage, strength and de¬ 
termination. Truly she has great 
character and reflects the staunch¬ 
ness and the Christian teachings of 
the Pitcairners. 

Christened Alice Bertha, one of 
five children, " Ahlee " lived at 
Kingston when she was a child. 

"There were very few houses in up¬ 
per country then. To get to them 
one had to travel in a spring cart or 
buggy or as was the case with most 
people, to walk." 

"Kingston was just one big happy 
family. We attended school in the 
Officers' Quarters. Quality Row was 
all Pitcairners. At Christmas we had 
one big smorgasbord where everyone 
helped himself to whatever food 
there was. The: Christmas feast was 
set up on the present playing field. 

“Life at Kingston was fun; school 
in the Officers' Barracks was broken 
up by a lovely swim in Slaughter 
Bay during lunchtime. After school 
we went into the valleys to get 
lemons and oranges and guava. 
Everyone farmed and when an ani¬ 
mal was killed it was shared all 
around. On Sundays there was just 
no noise whatsoever. We weren’t 
even allowed to go to the beach. 
When someone died people went in¬ 
to mourning for weeks. Everything 
was still. The Seventh Day Advent¬ 
ist, Methodist and Church of England 
were all at Kingston. 

"The early whaling station was at 
Kingston too. They towed the whales 
in at Kingston wharf. Further on to¬ 
wards Slaughter Bay they boiled the 
oil of the whale. 1 could see the 
men with the whale in the cart. 

Most island men worked in whaling." 

Ahlee saw the evictions as a 
school girl. 

"When word came that they would 
have to shift from the houses in Qual¬ 
ity Row people just couldn't believe 



do it. My aunt had a basket of rotten 
eggs which she threw at the evictors. 
They carried Mrs. Bataille out on a 
stretcher and took her up country. 

One kid waited 'til dark and then 
set fire to one of the houses. 

"Men worked on farms all over the 
island. There was communal farm¬ 
ing -1 remember one big one at 
Steeles Point. I remember seeing 
the men carrying the crops on their 
shoulders." 

Vividly Ahlee remembers the 
time when the neighbour next to her 
grandfather's house (where the Golf 
Club is now) sent her daughter to get 
some water from her grandfather's 
well. She didn't return. Finally, 
her mother sang out, "Where's Abbey? 
She hasn't come with the water. " 
Ahlee's mother went to see about 
her and noticed that the roller on the 
well was gone. The girl had fallen 
90 feet! 

"My mother went down to get her. 
Both got back out of the well. She 
should have had a medal for bravery. 
The doctor told her her lungs had 
been affected by the long dive into 
the well. 

Eight years ago my son Karl was 
fishing on the edge of the island and 
Dan Yager came along. Daniel went 
down - the tide took him out. Karl 
swam out and saved him. A man on 
the cliff saw it all and said Karl 
Schmitz should have a medal for 
bravery. Two years later we were 
invited to Rawson Hall with the Ad¬ 
ministrator and his wife. Karl was 
presented with a medal. The Queen 
had given her consent and a medal 
was pinned on him. 1 was very proud. " 

One fine day while playing in one 
of the valleys after school Ahlee 
jumped across a fence and fell on a 
stone. Dr. Metcalfe was called in to 
look at her. 

"Well, I'm sorry, " he said, "she 
has to lie in bed for 12 months." 

He put a bag of sand on her leg. 


LIVING 

strapped it on and there she stayed 
but it did the trick. 

"He was a lovely person. We all 
loved him." 

At 21, Ahlee left Norfolk Island 
to live on primitive Erromanga, an 
island in the New Hebrides group. 

A handsome and cultured widower 
who had a copra and sandalwood 
plantation had come to Norfolk to 
put his daughter into school. 

"He got very friendly with me and 
asked me to marry him. " 

They were married on Norfolk and 
left the next day for the islands. She 
was very ill at first with a tropical 
fever and dysentery. There were no 
white people there at all but the na?- 
tives made medicines for her and fi¬ 
nally she recovered. 

A little girl was born to Ahlee 
and her husband, Otto. Two years 
later they had another daughter. Tra¬ 
gically, both of-them died Within one 
week of one another. Ahlee was 
devastated and said she just couldn't 
do anything for four months. 

Ahlee's husband died not more 
than two years after the death of 
their daughters. But she had a lovely 
son and later brought up two others. 
Otto was buried by natives and she 
was left on her own for two years. 

She didn't see a white face, no boats 
called in during that whole time. 

For company she had a tiny native 
infant whose mother had died in 
childbirth. A native woman had 
come running to her shouting what 
to do? What to do? Ahlee . took 
the child in and fed it on cocoanut 
milk. It survived. One night, hear¬ 
ing a knock on the door around mid¬ 
night, with the little child nestled 
up close to her, she got up courage 
to open it. There stood the captain 
of the B. P. boat. 

"We've come to collect you, ” he 
said. 

That night they took her and her 
son, who was four years old (he was 
always with the natives) to another 
plantation and then to Port Vila 
where they stayed until the ship 
cal led in again on its return voyage 
and took them back to Norfolk. 

Later, in the 40's on Norfolk, Ah¬ 
lee lost a son. At age 13 he had come 
running home from school with a nose¬ 
bleed. She took him immediately to 
the hospital at the Melanesian Mission 
to see the doctor. The doctor was 
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not satisfied with his own ability to 
diagnose and told her that there was 
a boat coming in soon and he would 
like the doctor on board to have a 
look at the boy. About this time the 
boy asked to see" Ahlee's brother, 
whom everyone called "Dad". 

"Why do you want to see him?” 
asked" Ahlee 

"Because I want to tell him 1 love 
him." 

Her brother came to see the boy, 
who said "1 love you Dad!" He died 
immediately afterwards. The doctor 
from the ship believed he had had a 
bad fall sometime earlier in his life. 

In commenting on the Mission ” Ah¬ 
lee said there was no mixing of the 
natives with the islanders. In fact, 
at first the people were frightened 
of them but later this was not so. The 
Mission supplied clothes to many 
islanders and arranged for people to 
be taken to New Zealand to get their 
teeth fixed free of charge. They did 
many good things. 

"When the Cable Station started up 
men lived in tents at first. ” " Ahlee " 
was 14 when the station was being 
built. She recalls that she and a 
friend were watching the men who 
were going to work there come ashore. 

"Aren't they nice looking?" she 
said to a friend. "A pity we aren’t 
a bit older, we'd get invited to a 
dance." There were about twenty 
or thirty men out there. They had 
good parties and dances and accord¬ 
ing to Ahlee they were a very nice 
class of men. 

"The head man was a nice, father¬ 
ly-type of man. Mr. Bundle was his 
name. He was the Cable Manager. 

He had his wife with him. "..... 



WITH GROUND MOIST once again 
most gardeners will be busily plant¬ 
ing fruit trees, snrubs and spring 
flowers. 

Gladiola should be planted now 
and perhaps at intervals so as to 
make a longer show. See that tne 
corms are cleanAnd free from mealy 
bug which has a habit of hiding un¬ 
der any piece of loose fibre or at 
tne base of corm. 1 often dip my 
corms in a weak solution of Beniate 
before planting. Plant corms at 
least four inches deep, work soil 
well. Put a bandful of clean sharp 
sand beneath corm - this has a 
dual purpose, firstly, good drain- 



HELEN PAYNE 


Leo Schoefield has started a 
real craze for "Ethnicookery" in 
Australia. Both men and women 
are taking cooking courses which 
are quite expensive indeed but 
it's very chic and 1 guess that 
counts for something in large 
Australian cities. On Norfolk 
we have some of the most deli¬ 
cious ethnic dishes in the South 
Pacific -- Polynesian dishes with 
their own special character. For 
you who aren't familiar with the 
lovely book put out by the Sunshine 
Club, "The Norfolk Island Cook¬ 
ery Book" may we recommend it 
for it contains some of the island’s 
treasured recipes. 

Below are three recipes, a 
French soup, a Polish way of pre¬ 
paring cabbage (plentiful now) 
and a Chinese chicken dish to 
help you get in the swing of 


age and, secondly, as a deterent 
to eel worm and any otner enemies 
that attack the young roots of the 
glads. This applies to most corms 
or bulbs. It is very wise to place a 
stake beside the corm before cover¬ 
ing as this way one does not damage 
corm as it's so easy to do when dri¬ 
ving a stake in after planting. 

Sweet peas also snould be planted 
and if you have not a suitable shelter¬ 
ed wall, why not try Bijou or dwarf 
types in tubs. These are lovely and 
can be replaced with petunias or sim¬ 
ilar when they are over their best. 

Try mixing pink/purple or white/red 
petunias for lovely summer tubs or 
baskets. 

DonH forget the Show is not all 
that far away so have a look at last 
year's schedule and see what you 
would like to grow for the Show this 
year. 


"ethnicookery" right here on Nor¬ 
folk. 


POTAGE PAYSANNE - SPINACH SOUP 
2 medium potatoes, peeled and 
sliced 

1 medium onion sliced 
6 cups water 
i lb. fresh spinach 
6 chicken bouillon cubes 

1 teasp. salt 
pepper to taste 

2 tablespoons vinegar 

Dissolve cubes in hot water, add the 
peeled and sliced potatoes and onion. 
Chop spinach - only the green part - 
and fry in a tablespoon of butter till 
limp then add to your broth. Season 
to taste. Simmer for £ hour. When 
done strain through a sieve to form a 
creamy green soup. Serve with sliced 
hard boiled egg and a teaspoon of 
cream. This soup should really be 
made with chevil which is sourish so 
we achieve the same thing by adding 
the vinegar. Serves 6 and will keep 
well in fridge. 

Blend if you have a blender instead of 
using sieve. 

CABBAGE POLISH STYLE 

1 cabbage 

3 hard cooked eggs, chopped 

2 tablespoons chopped parsley 

3 " butter or margarine 

1/3 cup fine soft bread crumbs 
Toss sliced cabbage in butter and 
add eggs and parsley. Brown butter 
in frypan, add crumbs and stir well 
till browned then spread over cabbage 
and serve immediately. 

CHINESE PINEAPPLE CHICKEN 
2 1$ lb. frying chickens 
flour and salt 
oil 

1 cup bean sprouts 
1 cup grated fresh pineapple 
1 tomato peeled and sliced 

1 green pepper shredded 

2 teaspoons soy sauce 

i cup shredded almonds (optional) 

1 large onion or two leeks chopped 

2 cloves crushed garlic 

Split chickens in halves and rub with 
flour and salt. Cook in oil until 
brown and tender. Remove from fry¬ 
ing pan and keep warm whilst pre¬ 
paring sauce. Add onion and garlic 
to frying pan and toss till lightly 
fried (not brown) then add beaten 
sprouts, pineapple, tomato, green 
pepper and soy sauce - mix well and 
pour over chicken (may need a little 
bit of cornflour to thicken the sauce.) 
Sprinkle with shredded almonds and 
serve on hot rice. Serves six. 
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WHEN I FIRST sat down to think 
what had happened here on Norfolk 
social-wise over the last few weeks, 

I thought it had been a fairly quiet 
time, but in actual fact, it has been 
a busy and interesting month. Let me 
tell you about a few of the functions 
that have been held. 

New playcentre 

A most attractive building which 
nestles into its surroundings has just 
been completed next to the banyan 
tree on the Middle gate comer. The 
building is the new Playcentre and 
Clubrooms of the N.I. Wives and 
Mothers Club. It is hard to believe 
that the project towards which the 
Club has been working over the past 
nine years has at last come to frui¬ 
tion. The building consists of a 
large hall area which looks out 
through large glass doors on to the 
back garden - the children's play 
area, a gay bright kitchen, a large 
storage room with double doors open¬ 
ing outside. There is also a large 
storage cupboard inside the hall 
which forms a hallway to the toilets. 
The hall itself is lined with Norfolk 
pine to about 5' high and then the 
walls are painted a pale yellow. The 
floor has been sanded and varnished. 
The outside cladding is also Norfolk 
pine, stained, with democrastic roof 
tiles. All in all the Club members 
are very proud indeed and most appre¬ 
ciative to all who have helped in 
various ways over the years to make 
this community service possible. 

Opening Sept. 10th 

The members are now looking for¬ 
ward to the “big move" which will 
take place during the holidays so 
that everything has been put in 
place in time for the Official Open¬ 
ing which will take place on Situr- 
day, 10th September, at 2.30 p.m. 

I'll tell you more about that next 
month. 


Now that the building has been 
erected the Club is busy raising funds 
to equip the inside and provide out¬ 
door playing equipment for the child¬ 
ren. A group of members and their 
husbands had a great time on a very 
wet Friday night recently conducting 
a pig-in-the-barrow raffle and des¬ 
pite the weather the raffle raised 
approximately $550. Another fund¬ 
raiser being sponsored by the Wives 
and Mothers Club is the Baby Photo 
Competition which was the “brain¬ 
wave" of Ronda Gardner. Ronda 
arranged for Paul Christian to take 
photos of the babies in the 6 months 
to 2 years age group and would you 
believe there were thirty. The 
photos are displayed on a large board 
at the Commonwealth Bank and the 
idea is to choose the photo which 
the viewer finds most appealing and 
then place a donation in the appro¬ 
priately numbered box. The idea is 
that the baby whose photo raises the 
most money will be the winner and 
will be announced on September 26th. 
A great idea, Ronda, and it's quite a 
difficult task to work out who all the 
babies are. 


Great Leagues night 


Another club which has been busy 
conducting its popular Grand Final 
raffle over the last few weeks is the 
Leagues Club. The purchase of a 
ticket entitled the holder and a part¬ 
ner to attend the Final Draw and 
Prawn Ni^bt which was held at Raw- 
son Hall on Saturday, 27th August. 
The hall had been tastefully decora¬ 
ted for the occasion with palm leaves, 
paper fowers and soft coloured lights. 
Allan Dyer was Master of Ceremonies 
and the lively music played by the 
Lantana Group enticed people on to 
the dance floor. 9. 30 out came the 
prawns.' (at chicken for those who 
didn't like prawns). For the next 
half hour or so fingers and mouths 
were flying! There was certainly 
plenty for everyone. Then everyone 
waited expectantly as they noticed 


the activity on the stage - soon all 
would know who had won the trip to 
Sydney which included two weeks 
accommodation at Travelodge, plus 
$250 spending money, or $1, 000 in 
cash. Mrs. O'Leary, wife of the 
Administrator, drew the numbered 
marbles out of the barrel and. low 
and behold, past President of the 
Leagues Club, Allan (Klssard) Buffett, 
was announced the winner. How 
marvellous for he and Dianne! 

Nice consolation! 

They weren't present at the function 
as their two kiddies had come down 
with the measles, but understand 
that they have decided to take the 
cash. Winners of the consolation 
prizes were: 

$100 to Bob Richards; 

$75 to Liz Sherwln; and 
$50 to Bill Cromble. 

President of the Leagues Club, Ke¬ 
vin Williams, thanked all those who 
had supported the raffle and who had 
helped with the preparations for 
that night. He also paid tribute to 
Culla Graham who had sold some 
200 tickets of the total 350 - -a 
marvellous effort on Culla’s part. 
After the formalities were over, 
everyone danced non-stop till the 
end of the evening. 

100 at reunion 


Must tell you about another "fun“ 
night that was held during the month - 
a School Reunion was organized by 
John (Beef) Buffett and Eddie Hooker 
for those pupils who attended the 
school here on Norfolk between the 
years 1956 and 1964. I believe about 
100 attended the dinner that was held 
out at Branka House. What a night 
it must have been - much fun and 
laughter as pranks and incidents 
were recalled. Miss Fay Bataille 
was guest of honour. The present 
headmaster, Ian McCowan. and 
his wife Prim were also joining 
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in the fun as was ex-teacher Noel- 
eoe Holden who was holidaying on 
Norfolk with her husband. I bet 
everyone was pleased that Beef 
and Mutt Mutt had arranged the 
evening - although not quite so ( . 
glad next morningl v 

Best since last year 

On the Wednesday, August 17th, 
of Education Week, there was the 
School Concert at Raw son hall. 
Usually at this time of die year, ' 
it’s the Infants and Year 3 child¬ 
ren who are the performers. But 
for a bit of change, it was decided 
that classes Year 4 to Year 9 should 
provide the entertainment. And 
it was a very enjoyable programme! 
Quite die best concert I’ve seen (at 
least since last year)! 

I’m sure everyone in the audience 
appreciated the tremendous amount 
of time and effort that the teachers 
and children put into their own 
class production. It would be imposs¬ 
ible here to comment on each of the 
acts and do them justice. But as one 
of the audience, I was most impress¬ 
ed with the confidence and enthus¬ 
iasm of the actors. They made a 
real effort to speak out clearly; (the 
only disappointment was the sound 
arrangemenuicould have been better - 
but the accoustics in Rawson Hall do 
leave a lot to be desired.) 

Variety of plays 

The choice of plays, I thought, 
was great! Variety and something 
for everyone - from "Captain Noah 
& His Floating Zoo", a most am¬ 
bitious'play by Mrs. South's Year 4 
with so many tunes and words to 
learn (Biblical): ’".‘.IV* Barbara" 
(variation from ruauian mgnts); 

The Australian Hairy Story of 
Cinderella (hysterical - very cle¬ 
ver script - with a bunch of real 
"Aussie bushwhackers" in the cast); 
"Carstairs the Gentleman Convict" 

(a glimpse of Norfolk's ghastly past); 
"The Bunyip from Anson Bay” (with 
a moral for the youth of '77 to re¬ 
spect their elders); and two comic 
skits - "Meet the. Doctor" (the joys 
of a doctor's job?) and "Council 
Clean Up" (depicting a situation 
which could arise in every home 
around Spring cleaning time!) 

A most enjoyable programme. 

The choir conducted and trained 
by Malcolm Sandstrorh gave an 
excellent performance - their dic- 
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tion and timing was fabulous. 

Besides all die work put into the 
concert, there was also "Open Night” 
at the school on Thursday, August 
18th -- an evening when the public 
can have a look at the work of the 
school children, and parents can have 
a chat to teachers. 

The Inf ants' classrooms were a mass 
of colour and interesting equipment - 
it never erases to amaze me how much 
those littlies can learn in those first 
few years at school. It was not possi¬ 
ble to get to each classroom, by the 
time we saw the work of our own 
children and spoke with their teachers. 
The "Open Night" is an excellent 
opportunity for parents to see how and 
what their children are doing, and 
even for parents, there is always 
something new to learn up there at 
N.I. Central School. 


Hypnotising! 


Recently, it was brought to the 
notice of the Committee of the Wives 
and Mothers Club that Mrs. Phillips - 
a "hypnotist" was visiting the Island. 
An evening was arranged for Mrs. 
Phillips to tell all those interested of 
her job and experiences. Apparently 
Mrs. Phillips had been a sufferer of 
migraine, and unable to get relief 
she searched for a "cure" or "control" 
of her problem, and discovered hyp¬ 
notism. Now she and her son have 
their own patients and are able to 
help people with such diverse prob¬ 
lems as smoking, headaches and per¬ 
sistent nightmares. According to the 
people who heard Mrs. Phillips speak, 
they could have listened to her all 
night. 


Men uplifted 


A few stray gentlemen caused 
quite a bit of hilarity when Mrs. 
Phillips showed four ladies how they 
could lift a man (seated on a chair) 
right off the ground, using only 
their index fingers. The power of pos¬ 
itive thinking? Whatever it is - it 
WORKS! ! 


Slept right through 

Our N.I. Government dentist, Mr. 
Eric Williams, I believe, has an in¬ 
terest in hypnotism, too. But it seems 
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he’s so gentle, that he doesn’t need 
to even think about hypnotism. Young 
Martin Snell - a Kinder, kid - had to 
go to Mr. Williams for a dental check, 
and during the examination, Martin 
yawned, so Mr. Williams suggested 
he go to sleep. Martin’s mum told 
me that she was called in - after the 
filling had been done - to see Mar¬ 
tin sound asleep, with his mouth con¬ 
veniently open. Now what better 
recommendation for a gentle dentist! 

School hols on 


The school holidays have be¬ 
gun - thank goodness, I say! 

There have been many, many 
children sick with measles, chick¬ 
en pox and mumps over the past 
months, so these holidays will be 
an opportunity to catch up on 
some rest and be ready for a happy 
and healthy Term 3. 


Cubs In Bean Shed 


Visiting over the next week is 
a group of 55 Cubs from N.S. W, 
Aged between 8 and 11, the Cubs 
are camping in the Scout Hall and 
Bean Shed. A busy itinerary has 
been arranged, which involves vis¬ 
iting and local Cubs and Scouts. 
Our local boys could well learn 
something new about their home, 
too, with nature walks, history 
tours and boat trips which have 
been organized. There will also 
be a chance to learn from indivi¬ 
dual Cubs who are to be invited 
to local homes. 


Once didn't hurt 


Had to chuckle while reading 
through the itinerary - (maybe it’s 
my funny sense of humour!) - but 
on Thursday at 4 p. m. there's to 
be a "Wash and Clean Up" (before 
visiting Government House). 

That's the only mention of that 
sort of activity - quite to the de¬ 
light of most young boys, surely! 

Cheerio! --- 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

sIERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS R ETA1LERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural Implements 



Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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Can the Councillors save Norfolk? 


THREE-MAN DELEGATION GOES TO CANBERRA TO CONVINCE AUSTRALIA 
TO EXAMINE WHAT THE NIMMO REPORT WILL DO BEFORE THE DAMAGE IS DONE 

PAGE 7 


A plea to the world 


AN INSPIRING LETTER FROM PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES BILL BLUCHER 
PUTS THE ISLAND'S CASE TO LEADERS OF WORLD OPINION 

PAGE 3 


Crown Colony 

MR. R.J.ELUCOTT, Q.C., RECENTLY-RESIGNED ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF 
AUSTRALIA. HELD THE VIEW THAT WE ARE A CROWN COLONY OF AUSTRALIA 

PAGE 28 

Mercedes affair 

■*> MANY QUESTIONS UNRESOLVED AS TWO SEPARATE INQUIRIES BEGIN 


Self-determination 

THE TREND IN THE PACIFIC HAS BEEN TO LET THE ISLANDERS DECIDE 
THEIR OWN POLITICAL FUTURES. MICRONESIA IS THE LATESf EXAMPLE. 

PAGE 27 


JULIA BUFFETT REMINISCES ABOUT PEOPLE AND PLACES AND EVENTS 

PAGE 30 


PLUS; "LETTER FROM HOME”.... HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES.... "IN BOND" TALKS 
ABOUT THE BARGAIN $47 WHISKY AT THE BOND STORE,.. GARDEN NOTES 
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JR-S600 STEREO RECEIVER: 

Min. 110WRMS per channel: max. THD 0.1%; 
dual power supply; self restoring safety circuit; 
built in SEA; built in ANRS for FM; sensitivity 
1.7 uV. 


• 3" Personal B & W TV • Radio 
frequency ranges: FM/ MW/SW 

• Speaker: 5" •Power output: 
1.5 Watts max. • Main fea¬ 
tures: Bass/Treble tone controls, 
AC, "D" batteries. Car battery 
or optional BP-001 rechargeable 
Ni-Cd battery pack operations. 
Metallic gray cabinet 


• Speaker: 3-1/2" «Power out¬ 
put: 1 Watt • Mein features: 
Auto-stop mechanism. Eco¬ 
nomical "UM-1" ("D") cells 
operation 























A LETTER TO “THE TIMES” OF LONDON 


AS A DELEGATION OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL WAS PREPARING TO GO TO CANBERRA 
ON A MISSION TO TRY TO PRESERVE THE ISLAND'S TRADITIONAL WAY OF LIFE AND TO STOP 
THE NIMMO REPORT .RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BEING PASSED INTO LAW WITHOUT FORE¬ 
THOUGHT .PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES WILLIAM A. BLUCHER WROTE THIS LETTER JO "THE 
TIMES" IN LONDON. IT IS AN EFFORT TO DRAW NORFOLK ISLAND’S PUGHT TO THE ATTEN¬ 
TION OF THE WORLD AS THE DELEGATION GOES TO PLEAD WITH AUSTRALIA. 


The Editor, 
"The Times", 
LONDON. 


The Future of Norfolk Island 

In 1856 the descendants of the 
mutineers of h, M. S. "Bounty”, 
until then living on Pitcairn's Island, 
arrived at Norfolk Island aboard the 
"Morayshire". Here they occupied 
land and set up a new community, 
as the Island's only inhabitants. 

They did so under the edict of 
Queen Victoria, who also conferr¬ 
ed Governorship of the Island upon 
the then Governor of the Colony of 
New South Wales. The nature and 
validity of the rights granted to the 
Pitcairners at that time have been, 
and remain, a matter of great con¬ 
tention. 

During the subsequent 120 years 
the Island has established a vigorous 
community life (current population 
1600), and despite economic fluctua¬ 
tions in the past, is at die moment 
thriving as a result of a modest tour¬ 
ist industry. Other major sources of 
the Island's revenue include the sales 
of stamps, and the collection of 
moderate Customs duties. The 
Issue of the use of Norfolk Island 
by Australian companies for tax- 
avoidance purposes has been large¬ 
ly eliminated but remains a minor 
problem. The attitude of succeed¬ 
ing Australian administrations to¬ 
ward Norfolk Island has been des¬ 
cribed as "... the complete absence 
of any written, agreed, long-term 
policies" (Royal Commission Re¬ 


port 1976, page 345). 

In 1975 the Australian Govern¬ 
ment set up a Royal Commission to 
make recommendations on (a) the 
future status of Norfolk and Island 
and its constitutional relationship 
with Australia, and (b) the most 
appropriate form of administration 
for Norfolk Island if its constitution¬ 
al position were changed. The Re¬ 
port of this Commission, which 
recommends the political integra¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island into Australia 
as part of one electorate of the Aust¬ 
ralian Capital Territory, has been 
profoundly disturbing to the great 
majority of people on Norfolk Island, 
and runs totally contrary to their 
wishes, and indeed the weight of 
the evidence put before the Royal 
Commission. 

The Report has been shown to 
be a fundamentally flawed docu¬ 
ment. Budgetary calculations are 
seriously in error; and new docu¬ 
mentary evidence bearing on the 
status and rights of the Pitcairn 
. island descendants on Norfolk Island 
has subsequently come to light, 
which was not considered by the 
Royal Commission. 

The Islanders are deeply con¬ 
cerned at the prospect of the over¬ 
bearing weight of economic power 
that Australians generally, and the 
legal powers of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment in particular, will be able 
to exercise on the Island. These 
concerns relate to the abrupt intro¬ 
duction of foreign wage and tax 
structures, and the effects of death 
duties and the subsequent destruc¬ 
tion of the Islanders' ability to 
maintain land holdings established 


and kept within families for well 1 
over a century. We are worried 
that our descendants may become 
a community of dispossessed people 
in their own homeland. 

Despite the importance for the 
Islanders of these matters, the Report 
contains no analysis of the economic 
implications of its major proposals, 
nor any insight into whether these 
might help or hinder the wellbeing 
of die Islanders themselves. The 
Report contains no mention of the 
potentially disastrous effects of its 
recommendations on the social struc¬ 
ture of die Island community. Fur¬ 
thermore, in an age in which there 
is a demonstrable general trend to¬ 
ward more self-reliance in govern¬ 
ment for communities of the Pacific 
region, we h^Upve the Report’s ma¬ 
jor recommendations to be short¬ 
sighted. retrograde; and such as to 
call into question the good faith of 
the Australian Government in matters 
of colonialism and the sincerity of 
their acceptanc^ of v the Charter of 
the United NatleaS.^oT which they 
are a signatory. (A comparison Of 
the political sutus of Norfolk Island 
with those of Pitcairn Island the Cocos 
Islands confirms u* in these views.) 

We, the sole elected represeriut- 
ives of the Norfolk Island,people, de¬ 
clare our allegiance to the British 
Crown. As a small community, we 
need the succour of larger nations in 
matters such as defence and advanced 
technology. We demand only the 
right to a fair and open hearing of 
the Island case so that we may work 
together with other parties (including 
tbe'^ustrallan Government) to achieve 
the best compromise of legUini|jfc in- 



Mazda 323* More car than one. 


Mazda 323 serves more than one 
purpose. 

It carries people. 

It carries things. 

It carries itself beauti¬ 
fully. 

Plenty of head, leg, 
and shoulder room 
makes it one of the 
roomiest and most 
spacious cars in its 


Rear seats fold down (separately ), creat¬ 
ing a huge front to rear carrying capacity 
ideal for camping, shopping and carrying 
large objects. 

Hatchback and large side doors facilitate 
easy loading and entry. 

Unsurpassed visibility is made possible 
by oversize windows, slim pillars, and the 
slightly lowered dash¬ 
board which is padded. 



the body 

for extra safety. And all models include 
dual-circuit hydraulic braking (making 
brake failure virtually impossible),as well as 
front disc brakes, radial tires and 


a rear heated defogger. 1 

Four-link rear suspen- /orr 

sion, tight turning circle, 
and 1300cc OHC engine 
provide superb driveability 
in cities and on the open 
road with economical fuel 
consumption. 

Mazda 323 is an incredibly ver¬ 
satile, multi-purpose hatchback serv¬ 
ing you, your passengers, and your 
lifestyle. 

That's why we 
say it’s more 

car than one. IVKIbMCI 
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terests for the future of our Island and 
the benefit of all. We believe that 
actions and announced proposals of 
the Australian Government since the 
tabling of the Royal Commission Re¬ 
port are of sufficient substance to give 
rise to profound misgivings that they 
intend to implement the major recom¬ 
mendations of that Report in disregard 
of the legitimate interests of the in¬ 
habitants. 

In December, 1976, we asked the 
Australian Minister for Administrative 
Services (the Minister responsible) for 
an independent economic assessment 
of the consequences of integration 
for our only economic industry, 
tourism. The Minister's Depart¬ 
ment replied that this was "not 
justified and would delay considera¬ 
tion of the Report”. The Islanders 
themselves thereupon raised 
$A4, 000 to allow the Council to 
hire its own economist, but this 
move was rejected by the Island 
Administrator on the grounds that it 
would be contrary to the wishes of 
the Department . In response to an 
enquiry concerning thevfuture exist¬ 
ence of the Island's separate postal 
system under the view of the Aust¬ 
ralian Constitution taken in the Re¬ 
port, the Minister replied "I do not 
conceive it part of my Ministerial 
duties to proffer legal advice”. The 
Minister visited the Island on June 7 
to 12, 1977. He met only once with 
us die elected representatives of the 
Islanders. For three hours he heard 
our views but declined to discuss 
them and refused to meet us a sec¬ 
ond time. 

We have repeatedly asked the 
Australian Government for a referen¬ 
dum with regard to the Report’s 
proposals. This has been consistent¬ 
ly refused despite the fact that a 
petition favouring die minority view 
of support for the proposals, carrying 
188 unauthenticated signatures, has 
been honoured in the Australian Sen¬ 
ate. By contrast solemn declarations 
of preference between the Report and 
the Council's views were signed by 
two-thirds of the electors, the result 
supporting the Council’s stand by a 
majority of 93to 7<fc. These have 
been dismissed by the Minister as 
"completely, totally and utterly 
valueless". 

In 1975 an independent legal op¬ 
inion was sought in Australia of 
Mr. R.J. Ellicott, Q.C. and Mr. 

M.H. McLelland, Q.C. concerning 
the constitutional and legal status of 
Norfolk Island. This said in part - 

' The fact that (Norfolk Island) 


was accepted as a distinct and 
separate settlement is, however, 
relevant in a political sense to 
an inquiry as to the Constitution¬ 
al status of Norfolk Island. It 
recognises that the Common¬ 
wealth (of Australia) Parliament’s 
relationship to it is not that of a 
sovereign power over part of its 
own territory, but that of a sov¬ 
ereign exercising power over 
territory committed to its gov¬ 
ernment but not as part of its 
territory. This may not in it¬ 
self express any limitation on 
the legal power which the sover¬ 
eign can exercise over die terri¬ 
tory but it does emphasise that 
the sovereign's exercise of power 
is more akin to that of a trustee 
than it would otherwise be. 

It at least anticipates that the 
sovereign's exercise of power 
though plenary in quaUty vyill 
be directed solely to the bene¬ 
fit of the committed territory 
and its inhabitants". 

Mr. Ellicott, Q. C. later became 
Attorney-General of Australia, a 
position he has recently resigned 
following a conflict with the Gov- 
eminent over a matter of principle. ’ 
We believe that this opinion, 
supported by the documentary evi¬ 
dence that has more recently be¬ 
come available, raises serious issues 
of justice and legitimacy with regard % 
to the stand taken by the Australian 
Government toward Norfolk Island** * 
poUtical future. 

We have attempted to raise these 
issues with the United Nations Com¬ 
mittee of 24 on Decolonisation, but 


compromised by the full and open 
discussion of the future of our Island, 
and we eballenge the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment to accept this principle and 
act accordingly. We cannot accept 
the attitude of that Government in 
refusing to admit the right of the 
present inhabitants of Norfolk Island 
to self-determination of their own 
future. 

Conscious of our heritage within 
the British Empire, and firm in our 
belief in justice and fair dealings 
amongst communities and peoples; 

We beg British Parliamentarians 
to raise these matters in the House 
of Commons, and to bring all 
possible pressure to bear on die 
Government of Australia to in¬ 
hibit them from taking actions 
on die future of Norfolk Island 
without full and open discussions 
with the elected representatives 
of the Islanders themselves; 

We respectfully ask all gov¬ 
ernments deeply concerned with 
the principles of democracy and 
the need for self-determination, 
to study our case and to move to 
place it before the United Nations 
Committee of 24 on Decolonisa¬ 
tion; 

We invite all governments and 
peoples of the Pacific region and 
of the Third World to observe the 
conduct of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment with regard to the Norfolk 
Island issue; 

We invite members of the inter¬ 


national press to visit our Island, 
to talk widely with all parties in¬ 
volved, and to determine for them- 


currently this application must lie 
upon the table until such time as 
concerned nations within the Gener¬ 
al Assembly act to have the matter 
placed on the agenda of the Com¬ 
mittee for consideration. The 
Minister has said there is no ques¬ 
tion of Australia's acting to have 
the Island's claims examined by 
the United Nations. 

The Minister has also announced 
that the Government proposes to re¬ 
lease its decisions on the Report be- 
foe the Parliament rises in Decem¬ 
ber. Yet virtually none of the ma¬ 
jor recommendations of the Report 
have been examined for consequen¬ 
ces to the Island. 

We do not understand the pre¬ 
cipitate haste of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment with regard to Norfolk 
Island at this time, after generations 
of apparent neglect. We do not be¬ 
lieve that any just cause could be 


selves the nature of our present dil- 
emna; and 

We invite the public to participate 
as they can in this isaue which we 
believe involves profound matters 
of principle. 


Finally, we wish it to be known 
that on September 7 we requested the 
Island Administrator to transmit our 
request to the Minister for Adminis¬ 
trative Services to receive a dele¬ 
gation 'from our Council to discuss 
the issue. We invite the at tendance 


of the world's press in Canberra at 


that time. 


Yours faithfully. 


William Blucher 


Norfolk Island Council 


Note: The Minister subsequently re¬ 
fused to receive the delegation, say¬ 
ing it would "serve no useful purpose". 




35mm single-lens-reflex camera 
with full-aperture, through-the-lens light 
metering and Minolta's exclusive CLC 
(Contrast Light Compensator) system 

Large, bright viewfinder for quick, 
easy composing, focusing, and match- 
needle exposure control 

Shutter speeds from 1 to 1/1000 sec. 
plus B, with speeds visible in finder 


Available with f/1.2, 1.4, or 1.7 Rokkor 
standard lens 

Accepts the complete range of 
interchangeable Rokkor lenses from 7.5 
to 1600mm including zoom and 
special-purpose types 

More convenient devices such as X sync., 
hot shoe for cordless flash and a handy 
memo holder. 
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NORFOLK SENDS COUNCIL DELEGATION TO CANBERRA TO PLEAD FOR ISLAND 
MINISTER STILL REFUSING TO DISCUSS THE DAMAGE NIMNO REPORT MAY DO 


A THREE-MAN DELEGATION of 
the Norfolk Island Council flew to 
Australia on September 28th to try 


CROWN COLONY 

THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWS INCLUD¬ 
ES A LENGTHY EXCERPT FROM A 
VITAL LEGAL OPINION ON NOR¬ 
FOLK'S STATUS AND AUSTRALIA’S 
’•TRUSTEE'’ OBLIGATIONS. TO THE 
ISLAND. ThE OPINION WAS PRE¬ 
PARED BY MR. M, H. McLELLAND, 
Q.C., AND MR. R, J. ELLICOTT, 
Q.C., WHO RECENTLY RESIGNED 
AS AUSTRALIA’S ATTORNEY-GEN- 
ERAT AND SENIOR LAW OFFICER. 

IT WAS PRESENTED TO THE ROY¬ 
AL COMMISSION IN 1975 BUT 
■ WENT UNMENTIONED IN ThE 
COMMISSION’S REPORT. 

„ THE EXCERPT APPEARS ON 
PAGES 28-29. 


to stop the implementation of the 
main Nimmo Report recommenda¬ 
tions for the Island's future. 

President of Committees Bill 
Blucher and Crs. Duncan McIntyre 
and Greg Quintal will tty to see 
Sen. R.G. Withers, the Island’s 
responsible Minister, although he 
cabled earlier in the month that he 
did not see any useful purpose that 
would be served by receiving the 
delegation. 

The three Councillors will also 
try to see the Prime Minister. Coun¬ 
cil's request that Mr. Fraser also re¬ 
ceive the delegation had not been 
acknowledged at the time of the 
delegation's departure for the main¬ 
land. 

From the time the composition of 
the delegation was settled on Sep¬ 
tember 19th, the three Councillors 
went into almost continuous work 
sessions to prepare for their ten-day 
mission. Fact sheets and position 
papers, stating Council's and the 


Island's situation and aimsi were 
prepared for use in quickly inform¬ 
ing the Ministers, other Cabinet 
members and Parliamentarians, and 
the public in Australia. 

Arrangements were made to retain 
the services of Australia’s most ex¬ 
perienced public relations firm to 
help the delegates get their message 
across clearly and widely. Planning 
sessions with the consulting firm 
started the night the delegates arrived 
in Sydney. 

Cr. Blucher said the delegation's 
main aim would be to make the 
Government realise the major de¬ 
ficiencies ia the Nimmo Report 
that must be analysed before any 
responsible decision can be made 
about implementing its recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Defects In Report 

The defects in the Report include 






gross errors on the Island’s finances 
and on the historical rights of the 
Pitcairners; failure to take residents’ 
interests into account and failures to 
consider Australia's legal obligations 
as a trustee of Norfolk and as a Uni¬ 
ted Nations member country; and 
the complete absence of analysis of 
how the recommendations would dam¬ 
age Norfolk's social structure, its 
main industry, tourism, and its abil¬ 
ity to continue to limit immigration. 

The delegation will plead for pos¬ 
itive Government assurance that no 
further decisions will be taken on 
the Nimmo Report until such funda¬ 
mental gaps have been carefully ex¬ 
amined, reported on, and discussed 
with Council, or until a Referendum 
has formally shown die wishes of 
the electors. 

The delegation will aiso press 
for genuine discussion with the Gov¬ 
ernment on Council’s Discussion 
Plan for Democratic Government on 
Norfolk Island, which was presented 
to Sen. Withers on June 7th and has 
never been commented on by him 


or his Department since. 

Descendants support 

Because of Sen. Withers' mid- 
September refusal to acknowledge 
the mission, no finance for the dele¬ 
gation was available from Norfolk 
Island Administration funds. The 
Society of Descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers promptly undertook 
to support the mission, and in a 
whirlwind effort the week of Sep¬ 
tember 25th collected enough in¬ 
dividual contributions to pay for 
the delegation's fares and accommo¬ 
dation and for the expected basic 
fees for public relations support. 

The Society also seconded one 
of its members. Dr, Chris Nobbs, 
an Island resident now living in 
New Zealand, to travel to Australia 
and offer any assistance he could. 

Dr. Nobbs will have no official role 
in the delegation, but his interna¬ 
tional experience in economic and 
social problems while on the staff 


of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development was 
welcomed by the delegates. 


COUNCIL ASKS AGAIN: 
OOOR STAYS SHUT 

SEN. R.G. WITHERS, contacted on 
September 29th by Norfolk's three- 
man Council delegation from Syd¬ 
ney, stuck to his refusal to see or 
talk with the group. 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher said the Minister had again re¬ 
jected consultation, saying that no 
further purpose could be served by 
discussions. 

Cr. Blucher said in Sydney that 
the delegation had been in touch 
with the Prime Minister’s office 
and with "other areas of authority" 
and would be in Canberra during 
the week of October 2nd , putting 
Norfolk's case to the Government. 


ADMINISTRATOR'S MERCEDES: NEW UNCERTAINTIES AS TWO INQUIRIES START 


THE 'MERCEDES AFFAIR', invol¬ 
ving the Administrator's importa¬ 
tion of a new car last June, yielded 
new facts in September. There were 
more questions than answers at the 
month’s end. 

Mr. O'Leary's public statement 
early in August that he had not 
sought any special discount on 
freight charges from Sydney, but 
had merely sought and accepted a 
quote, was followed by contrary 
statements by the heads of South 
Pacific Shipping Company. Geoff 
Bennett and Ken Nobbs said 
Mr. O'Leary had asked for considera¬ 
tion by way of a reduction in the 
freight charge. They also told The 
News that no standard discounts are 
available on freight from Sydney, 
that they had never been called on 
to quote on freight from Sydney 
and that they had never been involv¬ 
ed in any discount on freight for any 
other motor car. 

No mention 


At the September 7th Council 
meeting Mr. O'Leary attacked what 
he called "scurrilous references" in 
The News, and reviewed the early 


allegations in the Mercedes affair - 
but omitted any mention of the 40 
freight discount, or of Geoff Bennett's 
and Ken Nobbs' statements. 

"Gentlemen, I stand by my state¬ 
ment to Council on 3rd August, 1977, " 
Mr. O’Leary said, leaving conflict¬ 
ing statements about the freight dis¬ 
count hanging in mid-air. 

Mr. O'Leary re-iterated the fact 
that he had denied having refused 
to pay Customs duty when the Mer¬ 
cedes came in, and that he had not 
claimed to the Collector of Customs 
that he was immune from duty. 

Several days later a member of 
Council handed Mr. O'Leary a 
statutory declaration that had been 
sworn by John Pearson, a committee 
member of the Society of Descendants 
of the Pitcairn Settlers. 

Diplomatic Immunity 

"On a date which to the best of 
my recollection was either Thursday 
30th June or Friday 1st July, 1977," 
the declaration said, "I called at 
the Customs Office in Taylor's 
Road, Norfolk Island and spoke to 
Mr. Joe Jenkins, the Gollector of 
Customs. I said to him: 'Is it 


true that the Administrator has im¬ 
ported a Mercedes Benz and is not 
going to pay duty?’ He replied: 

"It's true and he doesn't have to 
pay duty because he has diplomatic 
immunity from duty.' In the course 
of subsequent conversations I said: 

*1 think I'll write a stinking letter 
to the editor in the paper about it.' 

Stack of letters 

“Approximately one week later 1 
again called at the Customs Office 
in Taylor's Road, Norfolk Island 
and spoke to Mr. Jenkins. 1 said: 

'Just referring back to what we 
were saying the other day - how 
come the Administrator doesn't 
have to pay duty on his car on 
diplomatic grounds? What did 
he say or what documents did he 
have indicating that he didn't 
have to pay on diplomatic grounds?' 
Mr. Jenkins replied: 'He had a 
stack of letters - documents from 
Canberra - stating that he had 
diplomatic immunity from paying 
duty. Even letters from Germany.' 
Mr. Jenkins held his hands horizon¬ 
tal and parallel about 3 or 4 inches 
apart to indicate the size of the 
stack to which he referred. Mr. 
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Jenkins also said: 'The Adminis¬ 
trator doesn't pay full price for 
his grog. He gets that duty free 
too.' 

'On neither of the occasions referred 
to in paragraphs 1 and 2 above nor 
since in any conversation with or 
other communication to me did 
Mr. Jenkins retract or otherwise 
qualify his statements set out 
above." 


DEPARTMENT AND ATTOR¬ 
NEY-GENERAL LOOKING 
INTO THE ALLEGATIONS 

TWO AUSTRALIAN Government De¬ 
partments are looking into the Mer¬ 
cedes affair. 

A two-man team was sent Septem¬ 
ber 22nd by the Department of Ad¬ 
ministrative Services to assess Mr. 
O'Leary's general tidy-up of staff 
operations. The two men spent 
eight days on the Island,. gathering 
a wide range of statements and in¬ 
formation. their terms of reference 
were unclear, but they made inquiries 
into many facets of the Mercedes 
affair including Mr. O'Leary’s 40*5fc 
freight discount. ■ 

Meanwhile at the Attorney- 
General's Department, a First Assist¬ 
ant Crown Solicitor has been assigned 
to consider 22 matters of fact and 
eight key questions about the affair. 

Neither the D. A. S. nor the Attor¬ 


ney-General’s Departments has 
announced any decision on whether 
a full-scale inquiry will be under¬ 
taken, with power to summon wit¬ 
nesses and evidence.-* 

The Department of Administrative 
Services team included Mr. D. M. 
Lenihan, Assistant Secretary of the 
Department, and Mr. C. Baragwanath, 
A director of Audit in the Auditor- 
General’s Department. 

Mr. Lenihan has taken part in sev¬ 
eral past inquiries into public service 
operations. Mr. Baragwanath was 
seconded by the Auditor-General’s 
Department for the Norfolk inquiry, 
and has independent responsibilities 
to the Auditor-General. He has 
spent much of his career investigat¬ 
ing allegations of possible wrong¬ 
doing. 

The two men made it clear to 
The News that they were interested 
in all the pertinent facts they could 
get. It was evident that their Nor¬ 
folk assignment was not going to be 
a white-wash of the Administration 
or the Department. 

Their report may take several 
weeks to complete. "It will be 
like ’Gone With the Wind’", one 
of them told The News’ editor. 

The report will be given to Sen. 

R.G. Withers. 

The other inquiry, by the Attor¬ 
ney-General’s Department, at this 
stage, is a consideration of informa¬ 
tion sent to the Attorney-General 
by the editor of The News on Septem¬ 
ber 9th. 


The Attorney-General is Sen. 

Peter Durack. He was appointed 
to the position after the resigna¬ 
tion of Mr. R.J. Ellicott, Q.C., 

, over a dispute with Cabinet fnd the 
Prime Minister concerning prin¬ 
ciples. Sen. Withers had been ru¬ 
moured in the Australian press as a 
possible successor for Mr. Ellicott. 
Sen. Durack, from Western Australia, 
is a colleague of Sen. Withers. 

The letter of information lists 
facts pertinent to the Mercedes 
affair "which suggest perjury and 
conspiracy by persons involved in 
the administering of Norfolk Island" 

It presents a series of questions con¬ 
cerning officials on Norfolk and in 
Canberra. It asks that if the Attor¬ 
ney-General were not the correct 
authority to inquiry, the editor be 
advised who the correct authority 
is. __________ 

"INQUIRY" v. 
"INVESTIGATION" 

NORFOLK ISLAND residents (including 
members of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil) were confused by similarities be¬ 
tween an “inquiry" into the Mercedes 
affair, and an "invqstigatiop" into the 
Island's Customs Ordinance and other 
Administration matters. 

The Inquiry” was called for by The 
News and supported by members of 
Council. An inquiry would be impar¬ 
tial. It would be carried out by some 
Government authority not connected 
with the Department of Administrative 
Services. It would examine the Mer¬ 
cedes affair, including Mr. O'Leary's 
non-payment of duty in June, his 
acceptance of a private 40 "jc freight 
discount, and the Collector of Cus¬ 
toms' sworn declaration of July 30th, 
in which he shouldered the blame for 
not charging duty. 

The purpose of the "inquiry" would 
be to clear up uncertainties about 
the conduct of senior officers in 
Norfolk Island affairs. 

The Investigation", on the other 
hand, was announced by Mr. O'Leary 
on August 3rd, It is being conducted 
by him. It does not seem to include 
any of die issues in tbd Mercedes 
affair. Mr. O'Leary told Council on 
September 7th that he would wel¬ 
come an "Independent assessment" 
of his investigation. But he shied 
away from the word "impartial", 
when it was raised by Council. The 
purpose of the "investigation" appears 
to be to check up on routine proce¬ 
dures carried out by members of the 
Administration staff. 

The Investigation" has been en¬ 
dorsed by the Minister. He has not 
made any mention of an "inquiry". 


The '‘Mercedes affair" In brief 


IN JUNE 1977 the Administrator of 
Norfolk Island, Mr. D.V. O'Leary, 
imported a Mercedes Benz 280 car 
at his own expense. He has the use 
of a Commonwealth car on the Island, 
but motor cars kept on Norfolk for 15 
months can be taken into Australia 
free of Australian, duty and sales tax. 

Mr. O’Leary paid no Norfolk 
Island Customs duty on the car for 
about two months. An Australian 
press report then said he had failed 
to pay the duty. He was assessed and 
did pay that afternoon. 

Mr. O'Leary accepted a private 40*^ 
discount on the cost of freighting the 
car from Sydney. Norfolk agents for 
the shipping line say they know of no 
other case in which a cash discount 
has been allowed on the cost of 
freighting a car from Australia. 


Mr. O’Leary disclaims having sought 
any special discount. 

After the original Australian press 
reports, Norfolk's Collector of Cus¬ 
toms swore a statutory declaration 
saying the failure to collect duty 
had been his fault. He said he had 
been following outdated 1969 regu¬ 
lations. Other statements by the 
Collector - and the fact that Customs 
duty has applied in situations similar 
to Mr. O’Leary's - have raised ques¬ 
tions about the sworn statement. 

An editorial in the September 
Norfolk Island News said the relia¬ 
bility of senior Administration offi¬ 
cers was involved. "A calm, firm 
and absolutely impartial inquiry in¬ 
to the facts is the only way their 
reputations can be cleared promptly," 
said the editorial. 
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An Open Letter to the Administrator of Norfolk Island 


Dear Mr. O'Leary, 

You are the appointed head of government, to whom the 
people give automatic respect and honour. 

I believe your duty to your position, to the Commonwealth, 
to the Island and to yourself obliges you to speak plainly on 
four important matters. 

(1) On August 3rd you solemnly told the Council and the 
public that you had sought no special discount on freight for 
your Mercedes. Soon afterward Geoff Bennett and Ken Nobbs, 
the heads of the shipping agency, said that in fact you had 
asked for a cut in the freight charge. You later accepted, 
privately; k cash discount ©f 'A'O'fr. Yet on September 7th, 
you solemnly told the Council and the public "I stand by my 
statement of August 3rd”, without even acknowledging what 
Geoff and Ken had said, They are leading members of this 
community. You have a duty to speak plainly about their 
statement. 

(2) On August 3rd you also told the Council and the public 
that you had in no way sought to avoid Customs duty on the 
car. John peaxson has swprn that the Collector of Customs 
told him, a few weeks after the car's arrival, that you did 
not have to pay duty because you had "diplomatic immunity". 
He told John that you had produced a stack of papers that 
proved this. Where did Joe Jenkins get those ideas? Did he 
invent the stack of papers? Did he imagine the phrase "dip¬ 
lomatic immunity"? We need you to speak plainly about the 
content of John Pearson's sworn declaration. 

(3) Joe Jenkins swore a statement on July 30th (the day 
you finally paid duty on the car) that it was all his fault that 
you had not been charged in the first place. But Joe's state¬ 
ment does not square with the way other citizens (including 
former Administrator Bob Dalkin) have been charged duty in 
the past. It does not square with a letter that Joe sent out to 
many other car importers late in August. It does not square 
with what lie told John Pearson. Particularly because Joe's 
sworn statement seems to have been prepared in the presence 
of yo.u and the two other senior Australian-appointed officials 
in the Island Administration, and because it exonerated you 
from blame, we need you to speak plainly about how such a 
statement came to be made. 


(4) It would be most exceptional if the Department of 
Administrative Services had tjot taken steps to make itself 
fully informed about these matters. It would be exceptional 
if its senior officers did not feel some of the same uncertain¬ 
ties that residents of the Island feel about your original non¬ 
payment of duty, your 40$ freight discount, Joe Jenkins' 
statutory declaration of July 30th, and the statements made 
by other responsible residents. The Departmental officers 
received the text of your August 3rd statement. They must 
see the discrepancies between it and other known facts. Yet 
they have made no firm statements. Or taken any firm act¬ 
ions, so far as the public is aware. Do they agree with you 
that it is enough for you to say "I stand by my statement of 
August 3rd"? Do they believe It is responsible administra¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island to have you conduct your own "very 
thorough investigation" into possible weaknesses in the pro¬ 
cedures carried out by others in the Administration, and to 
ignore the questions that are really troubling people on the 
Island? We need you to speak plainly about where Mr. Pe¬ 
ter Lawler, the Secretary, and other senior men in the De¬ 
partment stand in this situation. 

Respect for persons in authority is essential to a decent 
community life. When people begin to lose their respect 
for the men who govern them, they begin to lose their own 
self-respect as well. 

I believe your most important job right now. overshad¬ 
owing everything else you have to do, is to bring public 
respect for the Administrator and the Department back to 
full, proper strength. 

You cannot do that by making emotional statements 
like "I reject unequivocally Howard's snide Imputations of 
dishonesty". You will be able to do it only by speaking 
plainly; by giving us clear, plain facts that we do not now 
have. 




The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard, P. O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899. All contents are copyright. 
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ISLAM) 
HANDBOOK 


^ what’s on 

► where to find it 

► best shopping 

► Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 
^ airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

^ shipping information 

k aca 

► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 



ROODS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND "FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND’MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


specialise in all ring remaps; 


...SHOP AT 

ROUDS 






PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled. copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and corton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school lOani; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold I; Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Commupion 1st Sun. in month) 
S t. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7. 30pm Suri.' Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Philip 
Kitchin 


SEVENTH- DA Y ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5. 30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: Open from 9. 00 am 
to 12.30 pm and again from 1.15 
to 5.00 pm Monday through Friday. 
Mail closing times vary with air¬ 
craft departure times. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes: Auckland, calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri-. 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Suh. 
Charge 5? a weird to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE; S (at Kingston) 10am- 
12, W and l -4pm Mon-Fri. A-bond 
store'branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week,; for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; - (at N.I, Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm'Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. \ 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4, 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMINISTRATION ;. Offices open 
10-12 and 12.45-4.00 Mon-Fri. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun: Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and-2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of - 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 



THE 

DOCUMENTS 


FOR 120 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document” proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the, Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved; 
there is not one document; but a group 
that has to be read together -- all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island. S 

On sale at Burns Philp. Jensen's and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N.I. - 
to N« Z., send $1.40. 




New Kodak Instant Cameras and Filin. 


f \ 

PUT THIS 
FILM 


When you want 
some Kodak fun 




The new low-priced 
self-developing camera 
from Kodak . 
0nly$33. 75 

Check the features. 

• Automatic exposure control for properly-exposed pictures in 
daylight or with flash • Fixed focus for pictures from 4 feet to infinity — no 
focusing or special settings • A built-in hand grip for easy holding 

• Electronic shutter —1/300 sec. to1/15sec.» Flipflash for flash pictures 

• Manual print ejection • Red low-light signal warns you when to use 
flash • 100mm f/12.7,2-element lens • Projected frame viewfinder 

• Lighten/darken print control • Built-in battery tester • Neck strap and 
monograms • Kodak 3 year warranty. 



new Kodak Instant 
Print Film 


IN THIS 
CAMERA 



new Kooak EM 
Instant Camera 


OR THIS 
CAMERA 



new Kodak EK6 
Instant Camera 


AND WATCH 
BEAUTIFUL 
COLOR PRINTS 
COME YOUR WAY 

THE KODAK* INSTANT 
. HAS ARRIVED! , 


CAMERA LI N ES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPhlC STORE 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TC 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk*? legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 an to 9 pm 


(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
sorry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' Items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses...lollipops...magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties...mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites...gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of tWo frames per second to handle ! 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way, of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


Electronic SLR 



MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


One of the finest manual turntables ever made. 
Sansui’s SR-717 



Sansui has engineered this direct-drive 
transcription turntable with particular 
attention to three key qualities: precision, 
stability and durability. When it comes to 
performance, vibrations you can t hear 
can, indeed, be extremely harmful to 
faithful reproduction of musical timbre 
and nuances. The Sansui SR-717 protects 
you from all motor vibration by driving 
the high-inertia platter directly with a DC 


servomotor with its own solid-state elec¬ 
tronic control system. The S-shaped 
tonearm with friction-free Sansui support 
reduces all tracing distortion. And the no¬ 
howl cabinet does away with resonance. 
Sansui uses superhardened steel alloy 
and other advanced materials throughout 
to ensure impressive performance over 
long use. When you listen to a record on 
the Sansui SR-717, all you will hear is 
what is on the record, not under it. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





SUN 

2 

■ Church services 
■Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


9 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


1 © 

■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


23 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

■ Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd (VV7.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


n 'Norfolk Island 


MON 

3 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

4 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


WED 

5 $ 

■Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


10 

■housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
SHOW DAY 



■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


18 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open nigjit (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


12 

■ Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


19 

■Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open pi gin (Nik) 


24 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


25 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


26 

■ Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


31 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


WIND ROSE FOR OCTOBER 
The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction W 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. 




CALEN DA R ooaM 1977 

THUR FRI SAT 


6 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


7 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


8 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 


■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■ Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 


■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


21 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


28 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


15 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) • 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


22 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


29 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hcwpital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


SOME PAST OCTOBER EVENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY 


October 2, 1788; The second group of people - 42 of 
them - left Sydney to establish the first Norfolk Island 
settlement. 


October 11, 1790 ; The famous Australian statesman 
William Charles Wentworth was born on Norfolk about 
this date. 


October 7, 1788: The sloop "Norfolk", which had been 
built on the Island and confiscated by the N.S.W. Gov¬ 
ernment, sailed from Sydney on the voyage on which 
it was found that Tasmania is an island, not part of 
the Australian mainland. 

October 10, 1774 : The discovery of Norfolk Island by 
Captain Cook. 


October 25, 1788 : H. M. S. "Bounty", with Captain 
bligh in command, arrived at Tahiti. The crew loved 
the Tahitians and their way of life - and one of the 
seeds of the later mutiny was sown. 

October 30, 1857; "The 39 laws" were proclaimed, 
based on the laws the settlers had developed on Pit¬ 
cairn Island, these established a legal code for the 
newly-formed separate British colony of Norfolk Island. 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


(3^3^c) 

diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 


and amber i, 


om the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Cameralines; Sound movie outfits - 
Minolta, Chinon, Argus, Noris - with 
camera, projector, screen, splicer, 

2 rolls of film, in special package 
offers, far under Aust. or NZ price. " 

■ 

International Duty-Free :'Torches, 
the famous Ever-ready brand, priced 
as low as 49?; and duty-free records 
and cassettes - a big range of latest 
international releases now available," 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct iedii- 
nections there. ” 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Miltons: "The Canon AE-1 camera 
for $326. 50 as against rec. Austra¬ 
lian retail of $610; Crown portable 
3-in-l, no NZ duty, $159.95."'- 

■ 

The Trading Post : "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


Pacific Hire Cars; "Genuine Casio dig- 
ital watches with stop watch & day/date, 
for only $49. 95. The latest model- it 
would be 2 or 3 times as much at home." 


Norfolk Trader; "General* washing ma¬ 
chines just in - full auto& twin-tub". 



AjCROSS 
5. Pertaining to 
horses 

9. Contestant 

10. Key to man's 

heart 

11. Direction 

13. Reinforced clay 

14. Kumera dish 

17. Cattle meat 

18. And so on (abbrev.) 

20. Sharp taste 

21. Needlework 


DOWN 

T. Fruits of the soil 

2. Floor covering ' 

3. Animals 

4. Alone 

6. Prize 

7. Small (Maori) 

8. Space 

10. handwork 
12. Digit 

15. Before marriage 

16. Connisseur 
19. Metal tube 





NORFOLK iRADER 





TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 
12. 05 World Affairs Prog. SATURDAY 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir 
Goes Into.., 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-6. 30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 

6.30 Rowdy’s Roundup 

7. 30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8. 45 Top Pops 

9. 00 News 

9.15 Naked Vicar Show 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9715 Melody T ime 

10. 05 Music from Shows & 
Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape&Phone 

1.15 Methodist Programme 


4-7. 60 Shut Down 
7.05 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Castles on the air 

9.30 The Dutch Jazz 

10.30 Close Scene 
WEDNESDAY 

9.16 Comedy 

10. 05 Overdrive 

10.45 Morning Serial 
12. 05 World Affairs 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 
Prog, includes Comedy, 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 
9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 People Who Live in 
Glass Houses 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 


I. 30S.D.A. Prog, 

4-7.15 Shut Down 

7. 05 Waterways of the 
World 

7. 30 (First Thurs. in 

Mth. only) Council 
Re-broadcast 

8. 00 Just a Minute 

9. 00 Aust. Short Stories 

9.45 Melody Time 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Rhythms of 

Change 

12. 06 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of England 
Prog. 

4-6. 00 Shut Down 
6. 00 Vivat Rex 
7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 


l(h 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Radio Aust. News 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11. 30 Overdrive 

12. 00 Local news, requests 
1.00 Young Mood 

3. 00 Sports Relay From 
Radio Aust. 

7.05 Children’s Story 

7.30 Comedy 

8. 00 Movin' Music 

9. 00 Dr, Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 String Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.20 Sunday Comix 

1.30 Diddles 

2.30 Rostered announcer 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Sunday Sound 
7.00 Sunday Radio - 

drama, music etc. 


FLIGHTS 

FROM & TO AUCKLAND 
Every Sunday, Wednesday. 
Friday and Saturday - 
Arrive 10.30, Depart 12.15 


FROM & TO SYDNEY 
Every day except Tuesdays 
- but no flight Friday 28th. 
Arrive 2.15, Depart 3.15 


TO & FROM BRISBANE Departs daily 
except Tues. & Wed. at 8. 30 am; 
arrives Wed.2.30, Thur.&Fri. 5.15, 
Sat. 5.30, Sun. 5.15. Calls at Lord 
Howe Is. four days a week. 




LESS THAW 1/3 SYDNEY PRICE!! 


Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 
you of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beep! 

It's from Citizen. One of the largest watch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 


Gold Plated S65 


PRENTICE’S: 


THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 






IN 1907 


MARIA BAILEY MARRIED DICK HEAPS AND ON HIS RETIREMENT HE 
BUILT THE ISLAND HOME OF "HILLCREST" FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT 
FROM THE MELANESIAN MISSION AND THE CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON AND MADE A FINE ISLAND HOME. 

IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO ENJOY THE RELAXING AND HOMELY 
ATMOSPHERE OF AN EARLY ISLAND HOUSE BY DINING AT -- 

Maria Heaps Restaurant 

NEXT TO THE HILLCREST HOTEL, TAYLOR'S ROAD - BETWIXT BURN PINE & KINGSTON 

WHERE YOU CAN DINE SIX DAYS IN A WEEK AND EACH TIME BE OFFERED 
A DIFFERENT SELECTION OF ISLAND. PACIFIC OR INTERNATIONAL DISHES 

THE A LA CARTE MENU CHANGES DAILY 

Phone 2255 -- Open daily from 7 p.m. except Thursday - - Restaurant bar opens 6 p.m. 

LIGHT HOT AND COLD LUNCHES - DAILY FROM NOON-1.30P.M. 



if you have enjoyed your visit to Norfolk 
; p v you can refresh your memory of the Island 
#V every month and stay in touch with the 
place for a year for $10 by subscribing to 
The News, (more to NZ-postage higher.) 


MISSION ROAD 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 


EIKI 


NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16 mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 


IN OUR LIBRARY 

FOR HIRE 


CONTACT US FOR YOUR PROJECTOR & FILM 


REQUIREMENTS 









SAME—DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day Wed 
-Thurs-fri-Sat-Sun 


sbCi-abc: + abc+abc + abc + abc + abc + 






******* 

«<A- 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 


C (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 


.. 




>"■* *» xo 


Inspection 

Ci® vC^ Welcomed! 

IC + A BO-* BCtABCtr. BOA BC r A B C + A B O A B C + A BC + A B C + A B C 


Point'll Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


PRRBA (. K BOOKS 
It FT INC CARDS 
;)NAL STATION! 
FT STATIONERY 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONE RS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality 

in photographic lenses Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment 

in fact! there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name 

And now. you II find the same Vivitar quality and 
committnent to excellence built into every 
Point nShoot camera 


MILTONS N DU1? L FREE C CEN P TRE E 


UABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ 






Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Charging the world's 
standard of accuracy. 

The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and rarbtrttons technologically advanced timepiece.You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watcMbat's changing the world's 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




Map © Pacific Publications 1977 - from "Pacific Islands Yearbook" 


Micronesia moves toward self-government 

The United States has foreshadowed early movement towards self-government in the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands in consultations in Honolulu with Micronesian representatives 
and in reports to a United Nations Trusteeship Council meeting in New York. 

Micronesia — the Mariana, Marshall and No attempt will be made by the United 
Caroline Islands — is administered by the States to predetermine the outcome of the 

United States as a United Nations Trust negotiations, and the clear wish of the 

Territory. The Northern Mariana Islands have Micronesian people will be the determining 
been administered separately since 1 April factor in the selection of any option including 

1976. This separation, for administrative pur- that of independence. The United States 

poses, was the first step in the implementa- believes, however, that the mutual interests 

tion of the Northern Marianas Commonwealth of the peoples of the Trust Territory and the 
Covenant by which the people of the United States will be best served if Micro- 

Northern Marianas chose Commonwealth nesian unity is maintained. There have been 

status with the United States in a referendum differences between Micronesian leaders 
on 15 June 1975. A constitution for the about future status with regard to the United 
Northern Marianas is now being finalised. States and the relationship to be maintained 

Negotiations about the future status of the between the various districts, 
six administrative districts which constitute The recent United Nations Trusteeship 

the rest of the Trust Territory have made little Council debate in New York reflected the 

progress in recent years. However, in improved climate for negotiations achieved ih 
informal talks in Honolulu in May between Honolulu, and was much more relaxed than in 
United States officials and Micronesian rep- recent years. United States representatives 
resentatives, the United States made it clear said they were optimistic about the prospects 
that it attached importance to an early resolu- for negotiations. They reported that, apart 
tion of questions about future status and the from the issue of future status, important new 
relationship between the districts. President steps would be taken this year towards self- 
Carter has set 1981 as a target date for ending government for Micronesia. District adminis- 
the trusteeship, and urged that formal trators are to be elected, and a referendum on 
negotiations be renewed promptly. (The a draft constitution is scheduled next year. In 
Honolulu meeting agreed on the commence- the Northern Marianas, an election for 
ment of formal talks in the near future.) Governor is to be held later this year. 


From Australian Foreign Affairs Record, July 1977 




NORFOLK: A CROWN COLONY CF AUSTRALIA, NOT AUSTRALIA'S OWN PROPERTY 


IN 1975 A LEGAL OPINION ON NORFOLK ISLAND'S CONSTITUTIONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
AUSTRALIA WAS PREPARED BY MESSRS. R. J. ELUCOTT, Q.C.. AND M. H. McLELLAND, Q.C. 
MR. ELUCOTT LATER BECAME ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF AUSTRALIA. HE HAS RESIGNED 
FROM THAT POSITION AND HAS BEEN WIDELY PRAISED IN THE AUSTRALIAN PRESS SINCE 
AS A STATESMAN AND A MAN OF HIGH PRINCIPLE. HE REMAINS A MEMBER OF PARLIA¬ 
MENT. HE VISITED NORFOLK ISLAND IN JUNE. 1977. IF THE NIMMO REPORT RECOMMEND¬ 
ATIONS SHOULD REACH THE STAGE OF BEING IMPLEMENTED BY BILLS BEFORE THE PARLI¬ 
AMENT. MR. ELUCOTT WILL BE PERHAPS THE BEST-INFORMED MEMBER OF THE HOUSE IN 
DEBATE ON THE BILLS. 

THE ELLICOTT-McLELLAND OPINION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE HIGH COURT 
JUDGMENT IN THE " BERWICK" CASE, AND IT EXAMINES SOME ASPECTS OF NORFOLK 
ISLAND THAT WERE NOT DEALT WITH IN THE BERWICK CASE JUDGMENT. THIS EXCERPT 
FROM THE OPINION IS ESSENTIAL MATERIA L FOR ANYONE'S NORFOLK ISLAND RECORDS. 


*Our opinion on this question may 
be summarised as follows: 

"(i) Norfolk Island is, by authority 
of an Imperial Act "a distinct and 
separate settlement”, and its sta¬ 
tus as such cannot be altered ex¬ 
cept by or pursuant to an Imperial 
Act. The legislative power con¬ 
ferred on the Commonwealth Parlia¬ 
ment by Section 122 of the Consti¬ 
tution is restricted to this extent. 
"(b) Subject to (a), sovereignty 
over Norfolk Island is vested in 
the Crown in right of the Common¬ 
wealth of Australia, and the Com¬ 
monwealth Parliament has power 
to make laws for the government 
of Norfolk Island pursuant to Sec¬ 
tion 122 of the Constitution. 

"(c) Norfolk Island is, in effect, a 
Crown Colony of Australia. The 
Crown in right of the United King¬ 
dom has no surviving powers eman¬ 
ating from Section 5 of the 1855 
Act. 


Legal power unlimited 


"2. W e have already expressed 
our opinion that the power of the 
Commonwealth Parliament to make 
laws for the government of Norfolk 
Island cannot be exercised incon¬ 
sistently with the status of Norfolk 
Island as a distinct and separate 
settlement. This, however, does 
not imply any legal limitation on 
the plenary nature of this power of 
the Commonwealth in making laws 
for the government of Norfolk 


Island.' That power is as plenary 
as would be the power of a separ¬ 
ate Norfolk Island legislature set 
up to pass laws for the government 
of the territory. 

"The power of the Commonwealth 
Parliament under Section 122 of the 
Constitution has been described as 
"plenary in quality and unlimited 
and unqualified in point of subject 
matter" (Tau v. Commonwealth, 

119 C. L. R. 6u4 at 570). TEe - 
Courts have no control over or in¬ 
terest in the policy of legislation 
enacted pursuant to such a power 
as is conferred by Section 122; that 
is a matter within the exclusive 
discretion of the Commonwealth 
Parliament (Riel v. The Queen, 

10 A. C. 675 at 678; The Queen v. 
Foster , 103C.L.R. 256 at 308). 
There could be limitations on that 
power flowing from other provisions 
of the Constitution (e. g. S. 116). 
However, in relation to Norfolk 
Island the power is, in our view, 
as plenary as it has been held to 
be in relation to New Guinea 
(Fishwick v. Cleland, supra, and 
Tau v. Commonwealth, supra). 

The fact that Norfolk Island has 
beerv placed under the authority of 
the.Commonwealth as a distinct 
and separate settlement might 
nevertheless result in some consti¬ 
tutional limitations. For instance, 
it could lead to the conclusion 
where relevant to the Constitution 
that it was not "a part of the Com¬ 
monwealth" (see e. g. Spratt v. 
Hermes , 114 C. L. R. 226, per Kitto, 

J. at p. 250- 


' "When Chap. VI is reached, and 
it is found that s. 122 gives the Parlia¬ 
ment a general power to make laws 
for the government of any territory 
surrendered by any State to and 
accepted by rite Commonwealth, or 
of any territory placed under the 
authority of the Commonwealth or 
otherwise acquired by it, a change 
to a fundamentally different topic 
is perceived. The change is from 
provisions for the self-government 
of the new federal polity to a pro¬ 
vision for the government by that 
polity of any community which 
comes under its authority while 
not being "a part of the Common¬ 
wealth": cf. Harrison Moore, The 
Commonwealth of Australia, 2nd 
ed. (1910) p. 589. *' 

Only for N.l. benefit 

"The fact that it was accepted as 
a distinct and separate settlement 
is, however, relevant in a politi¬ 
cal sense to an inquiry as to the 
Constitutional status of Norfolk 
Island. It recognises that the 
Commonwealth Parliament's re¬ 
lationship to it is not that of a 
sovereign exercising power over 
part of its own territory, but that of 
a sovereign exercising power over 
territory committed to its govern¬ 
ment but not as part of its territory. 
This may not in itself express any 
limitation on the legal power which 
the sovereign can exercise over the 
territory but it does emphasise that 
the sovereign's exercise of power is 
more akin to that of a trustee than 
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it would otherwise be. It at least 
anticipates that the sovereign's ex¬ 
ercise of power though plenary in 
quality will be directed solely to 
the benefit of the committed terri¬ 
tory and its inhabitants. 

"In this sense the distinction we 
have drawn is very relevant to any 
enquiry into what should be the Con¬ 
stitutional relationship between the 
Commonwealth and Norfolk Island. 

It is also of considerable relevance 
in considering the application of 
Article 73 of the United Nations 
Charter which is the subject of a 
separate Opinion by Mr. McLelland. 

"One other legal limitation of 
the power which we should mention 
is that any legislation thereunder 
must have a connection with Nor¬ 
folk Island sufficient to entitle it 
to the description of a law for the 
government of Norfolk Island 
(cf. Johnson v. Commissioner of 
Stamp Duties (1956) A.C. 331 at 
353); this, however, does not 
simply any substantial limitations 
on the plenary nature of the power. 
For instance, in our view, it would 
not prevent the Commonwealth 
Parliament from passing laws im¬ 
posing taxation on Norfolk Island 
residents and paying it into Com¬ 
monwealth Consolidated Revenue. 
Apart from the fact that S, 81 re¬ 
quires this, such a law has a suffi¬ 
cient nexus with Norfolk Island be¬ 
cause it taxes people there. The 
fact that it is paid into Consoli¬ 
dated Revenue might be unjust but 
there is no restriction on the power 
based on injustice, capriciousness, 
or similar considerations. 

"In other respects, however, laws 
imposing taxes or other imposts on 
the people of Norfolk Island do re¬ 
quire separate consideration. Laws 
imposing taxation have a special 
place in English parliamentary and 
colonial history, and in both areas 
the concept of "no taxation without 
representation" has played a signifi¬ 
cant role. 

"By Clause 6 of the Confirmatio 
Cartarum of Edward I (1297), it 
was granted - 

‘ *... that for no business from 
henceforth we shall take of our 
realm such manner of aids, tasks, 
nor prises but by the common 
assent of all the realm and for 
the common profit thereof, sav¬ 
ing the ancient aids and prises 
due and accustomed... "1 
'By the beginning of the 15th cen¬ 
tury, it had become the practice 
that the imposition of taxes took 
the form of a grant by the Commons 
(upon whom the bulk of taxation 
fell) to which the Lords assented 


(see Maitland; " Constitutional His ¬ 
tory of England " at pp. 181-2, 

Anson; "Law and Custom of the 
Constitution" (5th ed.) Vol. 1, 
pp. 281-2). The enacting formu¬ 
la for a taxing Act was (and still 
is in the United Kingdom) pre¬ 
ceded by words to this effect; 

"Most Gracious Sovereign, we 
Your Majesty's most dutiful and 
loyal subjects, the Commons of 
the United Kingdom (or Great Brit¬ 
ain or England as the case may be) 

in Parliament assembled.have 

freely and voluntarily resolved to 
give and grant unto Your Majesty 
the several duties hereinafter 
mentioned...." (see May; "Parlia¬ 
mentary Practice" (18th ed.) p. 476). 

"As is well known, the major 
precipitating cause of the revolt 
of the American Colonies was the 
attempt by the British Parliament 
to levy taxes on them. The words 
of Pitt in the House of Commons 
in counselling the repeal of the 
Stamp Act of 1764 are an apt state¬ 
ment of the position of the Colon¬ 
ies in respect of the constitutional 
usage in relation to taxation: 

' ’When in this House we give 
and grant, we grant what is 
our own. But in an American 
tax, what do we do? We, Your 
Majesty's Commons for Great 
Britain give and grant to Your 
Majesty - What? Our own proper¬ 
ty? No; We give and grant to 
Your Majesty the property of 
Your Majesty's Commons of 
America." ( May ; "Constitu¬ 
tional History of England: (9th 
edition) Volume 3, p. 348). 

"In the words of May , (op. cit. 
at 346); 

(The) Imperial legislature 
could make laws for the govern¬ 
ment of the colonies; but taxa¬ 
tion formed a marked exception 
to general legislation. Accord¬ 
ing to the principles, traditions, 
and usage of the Constitution, 
taxes were granted by the people, 
through their representatives".' 
"The exigencies of the War of 
American Independence led to the 
statutory recognition of this prin¬ 
ciple in the Taxation of Colonies 
Act, 1778 (18 George 111 c. 12). 
which provided in part as follows; 

' “Whereas taxation by the Parlia¬ 
ment of Great Britain for the pur¬ 
pose of raising a revenue in His 
Majesty's Colonies, Provinces, 
and Plantations in North America 
has been found by experience to 
occasion great uneasinesses and 
disorders among his Majesty's 
faithful subjects.... And where¬ 


as in order as well to remove the 
said uneasinesses and to quiet the 
minds of His Majesty's subjects 
who may be disposed to return to 
their allegiance, as to restore the 
peace and welfare of all His Maj¬ 
esty's Dominions, it is expedient 
to declare that the King and Parlia¬ 
ment of Great Britain will not im¬ 
pose any duty, tax or assessment 
for the purpose of raising a revenue 
in any of the Colonies, Provinces, 
or Plantations.... it is hereby de¬ 
clared and enacted... that from 
and after the passing of this Act 
the King and Parliament of Great 
Britain will not impose any duty, 
tax or assessment whatever, pay¬ 
able in any of His Majesty's Col¬ 
onies, Provinces, and Plantations 
in North America or the West 
Indies, except only such duties as 
it may be expedient to impose for 
the regulation of commerce, the 
net produce of such duties to be 
always paid and applied to and 
for the use of the Colony, Province, 
or Plantation in which the same 
shall be respectively levied...'. * 

This Act is still in force and is 
described by Dicey as "an enactment 
of which the terms, we may safely 
predict, will never be repealed and 
the spirit will never be violated" 

(" Law of the Constitution (9th ed.) . 
page 66) (see also Maitland ; op. 
cit. at pp. 338-9, Keir : "Constitu¬ 
tional History of Modern Britain. 
1485-1951" (7th ed.) p.364, and 
Lewis; " The Government of De¬ 
pendencies 11 (1841, re-published 
1891) ). fiTterms, the operative 
part of this Act applies only to 
North America and the West Indies 
(in which areas were situated all 
the then colonial possessions of Great 
Britain), but it appears to mark the 
establishment of a general consti¬ 
tutional convention which should 
apply as much to the present rela¬ 
tionship between Australia and Nor¬ 
folk Island as to the traditional re¬ 
lationship between the United King¬ 
dom and her Colonies wherever sit¬ 
uated. 

"Accordingly, in our opinion, 
although the Commonwealth Parlia¬ 
ment has legal power under Section 
122 of the Constitution to impose 
taxes or other imposts on the people 
of Norfolk I aland for whatever pur¬ 
poses it thinks fit, to do so could 
be in breach of a well-entrenched 
constitutional convention. This, 
in our view, is a further very signifi¬ 
cant matter to be taken into account 
in relation to the future Constitution¬ 
al relationship between Australia and 
Norfolk Island." 
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Norfolk 


JULIA BUFFETT lives out Steels 
Point way in a large, rambling 
island-style home. Over home¬ 
made cookies, an Easter tea cake 
and coffee, we talked about all 
sorts of things -- of course, all hav¬ 
ing something to do with Norfolk 
Island. 

"My grandmother and grand¬ 
father came from Pitcairn. Grand¬ 
mother was the mid-wife on Pit¬ 
cairn. " 

"Did anyone ever tell you what 
the voyage was like from Pitcairn’s?" 

“They never had it very rough 
coming over, so grandad used to say. ” 

"What was Norfolk like when they 
all first arrived here?" 

"When the previous settlers left 
they left some stock behind and 
some provisions. Islanders were 
not allowed to mix with the con¬ 
victs. have you ever been in the 
All Saints Church in Kingston? You 
know those two scrolls up on the cup¬ 
board up there? Well, my grand¬ 
father did those with a pocket knife, 
he came from Pitcairn’s with a fam¬ 
ily of four sons. They lived at Kings¬ 
ton. " 

"Were they evicted in 1908?” 

"Oh no, no, no, they weren't 
evicted. They built their own home 
before that. The old home is on 
New Farm Road - you know, where 
Ike used to live. (Ikey Bob Edwards 
was the Sexton at the Cemetery until 
he died late last year.) They weren’t 
even down at Kingston when the 
evictions took place. I can remem¬ 
ber the evictions. Some were island¬ 
ers who had to evict their own people. 
The majority of them were just back 
from the Boer War. Cobby-Robinson, 
he didn't evict my aunt - Aunt Nan - 
she was able to stay. He just wouldn’t 
have anything to do with it. He went 
up by himself in the rocks somewhere. 
He hid out for a while 'til it shifted. 
Cobby used to own the house that 
Kath Welsh owns now." 

Tt must have been avertible time. ” 
'Oh, yes, it was!" 

"A lot of people have told me 
that there was communal farming 
on Norfolk and that there was one 
out here on Steels Point. Do you 
know anything about that?" 

'Oh, that was when the bean sea¬ 
son was on. Grew more beans out 



this end than they did anywhere else. 
Other people used to come from other 
parts of the island. In this district 
we used to always help one another. 
We never had any Christmas when 
we had beans." 

"Oh, yes, I scrubbed and scrubbed. 
And I used to make ten loaves of 
bread a week. As a child I enjoyed 
everything on the island -- the 
sports and that -- dances held at 
the old Rawson Hall; you know, 
where you come up from Bumboras, 
it used to be on the flat just where 
you turn off to go to Nobbs’. It 
had to be taken down because of the 
drome. 

"The first plane landed on the 
drome five past nine on Christmas 
morning 1942. I had to get out of 
bed and go over there and then we 
didn’t have Christmas dinner until 
three o'clock in die afternoon." 

"Just before the drome was built, 
a man here to help build the drome 
was sitting down by the old tree of 
knowledge having his lunch among 
the huge black boulders there. He 
asked me, how about letting me 
have Bob’s dog while he was on the 
island. I said, 'There’s no use giving 
it to you -- he’ll only come back on 
the truck every afternoon with my 
husband after work. ’ He said, 'Well, 
my dear woman, the drome can’t 
possibly go out to Steels Point - 
we can only put in a one-way runway 
and the cliff out there is over 300' 
drop. You can rest assured. ’ My 
own feeling was that if the Yanks 
were good enough to put down the 
drome there was no use being selfish 
about it." 


LIVING 


"My grandfather on dad’s side 
was an American. He was a whaler. 
He came here once. He always 
said that the island of Manhattan 
really belonged to his family." 

"You ought to go back and 
claim it, Julia," I said. 

'like a fool I didn't. A lot of 
people put in a claim for it. It 
should have come to our family. * 
(To this day there is a large holding 
in Manhattan owned by a family 
named Edwards, Julia’s maiden 
name.) 

"What happened to all of the 
timber that was cut for the aero¬ 
drome, Julia?" 

"They used it up in different 
buildings. It didn’t go off the 
island. There was a camp of engin¬ 
eers over at the back of the Men- 
ghetti’s place, toward Cheree Cam¬ 
eron's. They were from New Zea¬ 
land and they did everything. Roads, 
building them and maintaining them. 
My brother-in-law was the one who 
started tar sealing here. His name 
was Jim Hayden. He was a resident 
engineer in Australia sent here to 
look after the drone. Jim married 
my next sister up from me. There 
were six in our family - three boys 
and three girls. 1 used to ride all 
over the island. After Bob and 1 
were married I had two beautiful 
riding horses. We were married in 
1934 and came straight to this same 
house the night we were married. 

We had to be married at night be¬ 
cause Bob’s auntie died in the morn¬ 
ing and Jean Mitchell's grandmother 
had died the night before - - she was 
buried at three o'clock i* the after¬ 
noon. Bob's uncle said we shouldn't 
let this stop us from getting married. 
It’s unlucky! “ 

"As far as the religious flavour of 
the island, weren't the people very 
religious in those days?" 

"Yes, very, very religious. We 
weren't allowed to do a thing on 
Sundays. I don't even go to foot¬ 
ball now. One day Ikey said, 'Hey, 
Jule, do something if I ask you - 
don't let’s go to football on Sunday. 

If we do. I’m sure mum would call 
us.' I said, 'Sure, of course.' If 
the old people from Pitcairn ecu Id 
see they’re playing football on Sun¬ 
days, the shops all open, there'd be 
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murder on the island." 

"Julia, can .you remember much 
about the early days of whaling here 
from your family?” 

"I can only remember the second 
period of whaling from Ball Bay. 

My husband was a shareholder in 
the company - the Norfolk Island 
Whaling Company. Their offices 
were at Gillie Bailey’s place. Gillie 
was a shareholder too. 1 know the 
boats' crew took turns, drew lots, to 
boil up the whale oil. My husband 
didn't go out whaling - he mostly 
did carting. He was a carrier for 
Mr. Martin and different shops. 

Mr. Martin, the man who started 
Martins Agencies, was a marvellous 
man. He was an Englishman - 
went to the Hebrides and stayed 
there a while. He got married to 
a Mrs. Carmicheal and then came 
back here to settle down. Quite a 
few islanders went to the New Heb¬ 
rides. There was a sheep property 
up there belonging to Owen Martin. 

My husband's brother worked for 
him, and Daddy Bill worked there 
too." 

'Did you know Cornish Quintal?" 

"Oh, yes." 

'There was a story about his go¬ 
ing over to Sydney to see the Gov¬ 
ernor to complain about the treat¬ 
ment of the islanders. Was this a 
big event on the island?" 

'He didn't let on to people he was 
going for a long time." 

"Was he terribly disappointed 
when he came back that his mission 
had been unsuccessful?" 

"No, 1 don't think so." 

"What was he like?” 

"Uncle Cornish wasn't a bad look¬ 
ing chap. He was very well liked. 

I don't know how old he was when 
he went over to Sydney -1 was only 
a baby then. He was one of the 
leading men of the island. ” 

"What other men do you recall as 
being outstanding people of the island?" 

"C.C.R. Nobbs -- he was very out¬ 
standing. He was involved with the 
Council, The island had more self- 
government then. We lavs no self- 
government, now. Nothing to do 
with it." 

"Do you remember William Quin¬ 
tal?" 

"That goes back quite a number 
of years now. He was an outstanding 
character too. He was a school teach¬ 
er. " 

"Can you tell me something about 
the Mission?" 

"Th ey were supposed to build a 
college to educate the boys of Nor¬ 
folk for their two hundred acres of 
land. They pulled the wool over the 
eyes of the islanders. 1 don’t like 


that Chapel because the doors of the 
Chapel were closed on the islanders 
cmce. I go out there as little as I 
possibly can." 

"Why did they do that?" 

"I don't know but I know that the 
doors were closed on our people. 
Some of the boys mixed with the 
islanders. They were a nice class 
of boys. One of the teachers was 
a Mr. Barnard, a wonderful man, 
and the Minister used to take ser¬ 
vices at All Saints as well. I know 
that on St. Barnabas Day they al¬ 
ways had breakfast for anyone who 
wanted to go to church." 

"Did you know they printed a 
bible there?" 

"That was Steven's father. He 
printed the bible in Motu. My 
father used to go on the ships - he 
was on the "Southern Cross" - he 
could speak Motu as good as any¬ 
one. His name was Robert - same 
as Ike's." 

"Do you remember the banana 
boom?" 

"Oh, yes, thank you." 

"Where was it?" 

"All over. Everybody was grow¬ 
ing bananas. My husband did the 
majority of the carting. My hus¬ 
band, Elva Yager's father, Chris 
Nobbs, (Stolley Dale's grand- 
fathetl. The boats would come in 
every six weeks. Money was made 
'til everybody got so greedy they 
were picking immature bananas 
and sending them away. They 
would just shrivel up. " 

"What other industries do you 
remember?" 

"Lemon juice. Done up at 
Gillie Bailey's. They extracted 
the juice, put it in casks and sent 
it to Australia. There was a butter 
factory on the island just about where 
Potts Buffett lives now. Some of it 
was exported. There was a butter 
factory manager - Ruth Foxy's uncle 
came over to run it. There was a 
passionfruit factory where Phil Page’s 
garage is now - quite a lot of people 
employed - they didn’t bottle it 
but sent it away as pulp. Purple 
passionfruit. In Australia they 
wouldn't accept any other passion¬ 
fruit but ours." 

"Why did these industries fail. 
Julia?" 

"Oh, I don’t know. I suppose 
they got sick of it. ” 

"Could you tell me what were 
some of the stores on the island when 
you were growing up?" 

"There was the clothing club 
where Foxy lives; C.C.R. Nobbs 
general store; and just as you come 
down Store Road towards Kingston 
there's a flat area - there was a gen¬ 


eral store there. There was a bakery 
called Lambert's where Salon Jillian's 
is now and, of course, Hopkins Ltd. 
which was originally called Norfolk 
Island Trading Co. For meat we 
had two or three butchers. When 
we killed a beast everybody shared." 

"What about holidays?” 

"Always had Anniversary Day - 
a wonderful holiday! Didn't al¬ 
ways have the re-enactment of 
the landing though." 

"What sort of social life did 
you have?" 

'Dances and picture shows, and 
all sorts of things. C. C. R. Nobbs 
ran the picture shows in Rawson 
Hall. My husband used to drive 
passengers to the pictures and 
dances. If I wanted to go I had to 
ride on the bonnet of his /ruck. 

"There used to be a good guest 
house on the drome called 'Norfolk 
House' - a boarding house and a 
couple of flats attached. Bob used 
to drive passengers every Sunday 
noon - have afternoon tea on the top 
of Mt. Bates. There used to be a 
kiosk up there - a really good one. 

It was a beautiful building. The 
last people who had it took it down 
to build the 'Paradise*. The leading 
boarding house on the Island was 
'Charlgrove' then. That was where 
Helen and Len Christian-Bailey live 
now - just where you turn into Doug¬ 
las Drive. 

"During the Second World War, 
there were more than two thousand 
army boys here. They had camps all 
over the place - they became quite a 
part of the life of the island. There 
was a camp up where Bruce Griffiths 
lives now - that used to be a troop 
field battery, one at Mount Pitt, one 
at Bucks Point, one over at the back 
of the Arches and one right here." 
(Julia pointed out towards her back 
garden.) 

"We became very attached to the 
troop right here. As Allen Godfrey 
told his wife when I was in New Zea¬ 
land, 'Many's the dayl’ve gene around 
to Bob and Julia's hungry as a hound 
dog* They'd have mates who were 
sick so they'd give their rations to 
them and then come down here to 
eat." 

Well. Julia is still offering good 
food from her fuel stove and is one 
of the island's most knowledgeable 
people on how to do almost anything. 
Julia has what we all need - a great 
deal of common sense. She gardens, 
she visits her friends, shares her many 
skills with her friends and loves Nor¬ 
folk. If we become part of Australia 
I wouldn't be surprised if Julia didn't 
go over to Manhattan and do a little 
more searching into that claim. 
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HELEN PAYNE 


SO MUCH OF so-called "gourmet" 
food had its origin with peasants 
finding ways to produce interesting 
meals from the limited supplies avail¬ 
able to them. So, following last 
month's little chat on ethnic food, 
let us borrow a couple of traditional 
recipes and use them with the cabb¬ 
ages and carrots now in season here. 

Cabbage Pie 

1 small white cabbage 
3-4 hard boiled eggs 
4 oz. butter 
pepper and salt 
1 large onion 



WELL, SHOW TIME here once 
again and here's hoping for a bigger 
and brighter one than ever before. 

I do hope other people's "hippies" 
are further ahead than mine for 1 
fear mine will not be ready by show 
day* Once again, may I remind 
those exhibiting flowers and plants 
that quality not quantity is the thing, 
and always choose a bloom approach¬ 
ing full bloom rather than one show¬ 
ing breakdown* Of course, if a full 
bloom is asked for then fully opened 
blossom is wanted. "Collection", 
of course, means one of each colour 
and/or variety. ' 

I saw a very useful compost heap 
recently that to my view was simple 
and just the thing for stnall gardens. 

It was a large plastic rubbish bin, 
with bottom cut out, placed in a cor¬ 
ner. A layer of sand in bottom, then 
soil, then another layer of sand; watch 
for the earthworms, work through, 
then add old horse manure, clippings 
etc. If you wish, make some holes 
in the lid to allow air and rain in. 


Shred cabbage finely. Heat the 
butter, add the onion and then the 
cabbage, cook until both are tender, 
stirring from time to time. Chop 
eggs coarsely and sprinkle them on 
your cabbage mixture when making 
the pie. 

Carrot Pie 

2- 3 lb. carrots 

3- 4 hard boiled eggs 
2-3 oz. butter 

salt and pepper 
chopped parsley 

Cook the carrots until soft in salt 
water. Drain and chop fairly coarse¬ 
ly. Heat the butter and lightly fry 
the pieces of carrot - adding a little 
bit of sugar if the vegetable is not 
sweet. Chop the eggs, mix altoge¬ 
ther and spread over pastry. 

Pastry 

3 cups S.R. flour 
i lb. butter 

1 egg beaten in a cup and then 
filled with milk 
pinch salt 

Crumb butter and flour. Add liquid 
and mix well.. Roll out thinly and 
fill with the above mixtures. These 
pies are good hot or cold and are 
good standbys at picnics. 

This pastry may be used in sav - 
oury and sweet pies. 


Heat, rain and worms do the rest of 
the work. 

For a lot of colour, set your seeds 
any time now for planting out in 
summer beds. Zinnias come first 
place to my mind. Little pockets 
of these warm coloured, good cut 
flowers, can be placed all about a 
garden, or in formal beds. Don't 
forget the tiny pompoms for edges. 

Gerberas are flowering beauti¬ 
fully at present but a little help 
will do no harm, so give them a 
liquid manure; any prepared mix¬ 
ture, or diluted cow manure, but 
do not use this any stronger than 
the colour of weak tea. If you 
are making liquid manure, please 
remember to cover the container 
you soak the cow manure in with 
a piece of mosquito netting or simi¬ 
lar, as “mossies" are not averse to 
breeding in any liquid. 

I have been asked the name of 
the hibiscus known as the sleepy 
hibiscus or lipstick plant. It is 
not a true hibiscus but a close re¬ 
lation -- its proper name is 
"Malvayiscus Pendulosa". I have 
seen this plant used as a hedge 
quite commonly in Fiji — very 
pretty tpo with the bright green 
foliage as a backing for red bells. 



wine tastes are no exception. 


Some twenty years or so ago dry 
red table wines rapidly became 
fashionable down under and erased 
the stigma of "plonk" in our so¬ 
cial thinking. As a result, we saw. 
growers planting, feverishly, classic 
red varieties such as Shiraz, Caber¬ 
net and supporting grapes to mal^e 
and blend into Claret and Burgundy 
styles. 

About two years ago there was a 
suggestion that dry whites were gain¬ 
ing in popularity (Moselle types such 
as Ben Ean had long held a high place 
in the market) but no one, it seems, 
was prepared for the dramatic swing 
we are now seeing. 

Not only has public taste swung 
from red to white quite sharply but 
wine drinkers are looking at grape 
varieties which, only recently, 
scarcely rated a mention on the 
local scene. Two we are bound to 
see more of are the Tramlners and 
Semilions. The Jatter have long 
been with us but, mostly known as 
Hunter Reisling, have not often 
been presented with full fruity po¬ 
tential. 

(To achieve this revaluation and 
pander to our fickleness, powers 
have pitted their teeth, rooted out 
red varieties for replanting and even 
cut back vines generations old and 
grafted whites onto their stocks!) 

Recently I’ve had the pleasure 
of checking two whites, one a re¬ 
newal acquaintance and the second 
a delightful first meeting. Both, to 
my mind, typify the current trends 
in taste but, at the moment, nei¬ 
ther is available over the Bond coun¬ 
ter - you shcu Id look for them when 
dining out. 

All Saints White Burgundy is an 
excellent example of its style com¬ 
bining dryness, fruit and a short 
romance with new oak. 

Milawa Rhine Reisling has for 
years been highly regarded but it 
has just become my privilege to 
make its acquaintance. I can only 
say it has all the crispness and dry¬ 
ness one would expect plus a fruiti¬ 
ness not often found in Australian 
wines made from this grape. 

What nicer way to make that spe¬ 
cial gift than giving your friend a 
bottle of Chivas Royal Salute? A 
small quantity of this has reached the 
Bond and it is only $47 (Australian 
recommended price, $72). 

I wonder if the Bond will accept 
a lay-by? 
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4 Ldku jpotuu Ihmju 


POLITICS. POLITICS. POLITICS, 
opinions, opinions, changing opin¬ 
ions, letter writing and even stronger 
letter writing and yet more letter 
writing. When can we go back to 
becoming as described in many tour¬ 
ist brochures, a serene.peaceful 
and harmonious community? Some 
agree that we've always had unrest; 
some say that the unrest which seeps 
through this society has come under 
the guise of progress. Who needs 
electric irons, washing machines, 
gas stoves, refrigerators and deep 
freezers which operate at the flick 
of a switch? I'll tell you who - we 
do, but, boy, what a price to pay. 

Seriously, though, as I sit here 
on this perfect Spring day I cannot 
help yearning for the day we can 
just get back to our daily lives and 
enjoy the beauty of what Norfolk 
has to offer without being distressed 
about what the future may hold. 

I read an interesting article the 
other day which talked about one's 
"body" clock. Apparently June 


and July are the "sluggish” months 
when one’, body feels less inclined 
to get a move-on. We tend to 
blame the cold weather for the 
fact that we'd rather stay inside 
instead of working on some project. 

I must say though that the warmer, 
sunny days make one feel like go¬ 
ing outside, don't they, to potter 
in the garden. I guess with Show 
Day so close, Monday 10th October, 
there are many people round the 
Island tidying up their gardens and 
planting shrubs etc. in preparation 
for the judges. Wouldn't it be a 
tremendous Show if everyone asked 
themselves what could they contri¬ 
bute to help make the day a success? 

Talking of successes - the Baby 
Photograph Competition which Rhon¬ 
da Gardner organised on behalf of 
the Wives & Mothers Club was a 
tremendous success - thanks to the 
overwhelming generosity of the com¬ 
munity. The competition raised a 
total of $1, 318, 65 over four weeks 
and the winning baby whose photo¬ 


graph raised the highest amount was 
Vicki Prentice. Congratulations to 
Vicki who will receive a hamper of 
goodies kindly donated by many of 
the shopkeepers. 

Saturday, 10th September, was a 
busy day here on Norfolk. Whilst 
Mrs. O'Leary was at the Wives & 
Mothers Club and Playcentre to wit¬ 
ness the official opening of the new 
building, the Administrator was on 
the golf course taking part in the 
Club’s 50th Anniversary competition. 
By all accounts the Golf Club had a 
tremendous day and Jim Olsson won 
the special trophy which had been 
donated by the N.I. Branch of the 
Silver Jubilee Committee. The 
trophy was a Silver Jubilee Medal 
which Jim presented back to the 
Golf Club so that all members could 
share his trophy. 1 bet there was a 
great deal of fun and laughter that 
evening as members and friends of 
the Golf Club enjoyed themselves 
at the Anniversary Ball. 

After so many years of hard work 
it was a real thrill for the Committee 
and members of the Wives & Mothers 
Club to entertain 50 or so members 
of the public who were present to 
witness Mrs. Edie Randall cut the 
ribbon across the door and invite 
Mrs, O’Leary to be the "first” over 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish,.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans.. . corn on the cob.. baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style potroast .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes in you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small , 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 



Open every night, dinner $4 except for the famous 
Island Baked Dinner on Thursdays ($8) and a family, 
smorgasbord-plus-a-film Wednesdays and Sun¬ 
days ($5). Also serving luncheon, $2, from 
12.30 to 1.45 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. 

JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 
TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2185 COMFORTABLY IN 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 
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the threshold of the new clubrooms 
and Playcentre of the Wives & 

Mothers Club. Both Mrs. Randall 
and President, Lorraine Williams, 
paid tribute to all those in the com¬ 
munity who had made the erection 
of such a fine building possible. In¬ 
side a delicious afternoon tea had 
been prepared. 

The following Saturday evening the 
strength of the building was put to. 
the test when a good crowd gathered 
to jock-and roll to the music of Lan- 
tana.. Shane McCoy was the guest 
artist and looked a true "Rocker" 
with his sleeked back hair and black 
clothes! The competitions were 
very popular — Dianne Menghetti 
and Peter Magri won the jive; a 
young tourist couple won the twist 
and Club President, Lorraine, won 
the limbo. A very happy night! 

The announcement over locaL 
radio VL2N1 today said that two 
F-111 aircraft of the Australian 
Air Force would fly over Norfolk 
Island, as part of an Air Force ex¬ 
ercise, at approximately 12 noon. 

A later announcement said that 
they would be over Norfolk for about 
10 minutes from 1.15 p.m. So 
about 1.16 I tootled up to the air¬ 
port boundary in the hopes of seeing 
the magnificent machines fly over 
at 500 feet. There were several 


other carloads of interested onlook¬ 
ers dotted around the airport fences, 
and there seemed to be plenty of cars 
up at the Mt. Pitt lookout. At 1. SO 
p.m, a D.C*AV truck made a trip 
around the drome to tell everyone 
that the arrival of the F-lll's was 
now to be 2, 08 p. m. Just after 2, 

I’m sure there was the far-off hum 
of jets - miles above us ; but it 
could have been imaginltis - 
anticipation - because a short 
while later we were informed that 
the aircraft had been diverted to 
New Zealand. What an anti-climax - 
disappointment - for so many people. 
The only consolation was that it was 
a glorious, lazy hour spent in the 
Spring sunshine chatting to friends 
and neighbours. 

The staff of VL2NI do a tremen¬ 
dous job keeping Norfolk informed 
on local and world events, provid¬ 
ing music to suit all tastes and 
programmes of interest to all ages. 
They obviously spend hours pre¬ 
paring programmes - and I guess we 
all think at times what a fabulous 
job they do. 1 hope that all the 
announcers of VL2N1 rea'ize how 
very much their work is appre¬ 
ciated. Today was a big day for 
the radio station, with the beginn¬ 
ings of operations of new panel 
equipment in their new studio, and 


it was really good to hear the staff 
in the background of this evening's 
transmission, celebrating the event. 

There are so many things happen 
ing all the time on Norfolk that it 
would be impossible to. attend even 
HALF of them to tell you about 
them. Every night of the week 
there are meetings, sporting act¬ 
ivities, movies, housie -- never a 
dull moment. Take last Saturday 
night for instance. We had friends 
come to dinner and had a lovely 
time - but there was a movie on 
at the Leagues Club, Open Night 
at one of the hotels, and at the 
Bowling Club there was a "Spud& 
Chook" night - something differ¬ 
ent, and according to those who 
were there, a really good night. 

And at the Garrison, Dick arid 
Paddy Cavill entertained guests 
and celebrated the 10th Anniver¬ 
sary of their restaurant. That's 
quite an achievement and Dick 
and Paddy are to be congratulated 
on the pleasure they give to so 
many, with their fabulous food 
in the most attractive surroundings. 

Cheerio for now! 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALED0NIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pin St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Sapping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2918 (Geoff) 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • W HOLES ALE RS • RETAILERS r 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

; ! agricultural Implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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COUNCIL'S DELEGATION TO CANBERRA TURNED OUT TO BE ESSENTIAL AND 
SUCCESSFUL. BUT OPPOSITION AND MISINFORMATION STILL THREATEN. 
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THE PITCAIRN SOCIETY'S OBSERVER WHO WENT WITH THE DELEGATES SAYS 
THEY WERE A CREDIT TO NORFOLK. HE TELLS WHAT THEY ACHIEVED. 
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A FIVE-PAGE SPECIAL SECTION OF THIS ISSUE REPRINTS THE VITAL "FACT- 
SHEETS" THAT COUNCILLORS USED TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT LAST MONTH. 
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PLUS: "NORFOLK LIVING" TELLS ANNE SWIFT'S AMAZING STORY... "LETTER FROM 
HOME" TELLS ABOUT THE SHOW...HELEN PAYNE TELLS ABOUT GOOD CHICKEN 
AND FISH RECIPES..."IN BOND" TELLS ABOUT WHITE WINE STYLES, VARIETALS 
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papers, television stations and radio 


courteous, reasonable 
and persuasive 

THE CANBERRA DELEGATION of 
three of die Island's eight elected 
Councillors last month brought 
credit to Norfolk, and helped great¬ 
ly in the effort to gain democratic 
government for Norfolk Island. 

The delegation was received and 
accepted by Parliamentarians, pub¬ 
lic servants and the press as represent¬ 
ing the Norfolk island Council and 
therefore the people of the Island. 

For ten days we had elected repre¬ 
sentation in Australia -- men who 
live on Norfolk and are answerable 
to the electors. 

The three men had left Norfolk 
in a determined, angry frame of 
mind. They saw the Island threat¬ 
ened by an Australian plan they 
described as "fallacious, unjust 
and destructive", and they knew 
the majority of residents were worr¬ 
ied by the threat. But by the time 
they reached Canberra they had 
quietened their anger and had de¬ 
termined to be as courteous, reason¬ 
able and persuasive as possible. 

for the first time, 
the facts are there 

They had well-prepared fac& to 
support the Island's position. Many 
accomplishments came out of the 
mission, but the most important one 
was probably that the delegates dis¬ 
tilled, apd put down on paper, clear 
descriptions^ die basic facts of 
Norfolk’s situation. 

Sets of these position papers were 
widely distributed once the delega¬ 
tion reached Australia. They, are 
now in the files of influential Parlia¬ 
mentarians and are on hand at news- 


stations throughout the country. For 
the first time it is possible for many 
opinion leaders in Australia to reach 
quickly for accurate and up-to-date 
information about Norfolk Island. 

The text of some of the most im¬ 
portant of these position papers is in¬ 
cluded later in this issue of The News. 


a splendid report 

A week after their return to Nor¬ 
folk, the delegates presented a re¬ 
port of their mission to a public 
Council meeting. The report Will 
become a historic document. Much 
of it is simply an orderly presenta¬ 
tion of known facts, but in many 
places it speaks crisply and plainly 
about the concerns of the Island. 

It refers to Sen. Withers' Senate 
speech of August 18th, in which he 
implied that the only opposition to 
the Nimmo Report on Norfolk was 
coming from a few people with “sel¬ 
fish personal financial interests”. 

The Delegation's report says "Anxie¬ 
ty rose throughout the community 
after this speech... a general and 
serious cynicism developed towards 
the Australian government." 

The report tells of an astonishing 
meeting with Australia's Second Com¬ 
missioner of Taxation. Sen. Withers 
and his Department have seemingly 
held the view that Norfolk is dam - 
aging Australia by providing a tax 
haven, which has to be shut, down; 
but the Taxation Office itself told 
the delegation that no problem.ex¬ 
ists. 

The delegation's report identifies 
the main source of Norfolk's current 
problems; the system by which the 
Island has long been administered in 
Canberra. "There is no need to 
suggest that any officer of the De¬ 
partment is acting improperly," 
says the report. But the delegates 


found that the key officer adminis¬ 
tering Norfolk has spent a total of 
only one day on the Island; that the 
Department really does not think of 
'■f: two-way^cominuniGation. yi®Eh. r l$e 
Council knd the people of die Island, 
because the decisions, have always 
been made in Canberra; that the 
Council seems to be regarded as a 
problem', tkther than as the body 
that represents the Island's eleqtorSi; 
that the Department really doesmot 
seem to realise how much die people 
of Norfolk dislike decisions' about 
their lives being raade'by striligdrsl 
behind closed doors 1900km aw^JIij 
and that the. Department apparently 
has no notion of the degree of worry 
on Norfolk that led to the delegation's 
mission. 

well-intended, but 
seriously confused 

The delegates found a pattern of 
misconceptions about Norfolk among 
people in Canberra and Sydney. 
"People receiving the delegation 
sometimes laid imaginary 'faults' 
at Norfolk’s door, " says the report, 
adding that this was "usually in a 
quite friendly manner, which had 
led the person concerned to think 
of 'improving' Norfolk Island by in¬ 
tegrating it into Australia." 

It gives examples of these mis¬ 
conceptions; 

thaj.Norfolk lives off the 
Australian purse (when in fact the 
Island is essentially self-supporting, 
and actually provides benefits for 
Australia! 

that the Australian social wel¬ 
fare system would be welcomed here, 
as an improvement over the Island's 
existing system (when, in fact the 
great majority of elecfqrs have said 
they prefer to retain die Island's own 
system) 

- that Norfolk is split into two fac¬ 
tions, “Islanders" who want to inte¬ 
grate with Australia, and ,"nuUi°n- 
ionaires" who are against integration 
(when in fact the great majority of 
both Islanders and mainlanders want 
Norfolk to maintain its separate sta¬ 
tus) 

that the Island is somehow ex¬ 
ploiting Australia by being a major 
tax haven (when in fact the Taxa¬ 
tion Office itself says no such 
problem exists) 

that Norfolk Islanders are 
"just ordinary Australians" (when 
in fact the Island has for 120 years 
been legally and culturally a dis- 
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Mazda 323. More car than one. 


Mazda 323 serves more than one 
purpose. 

It carries people. 

It carries things. 

It carries itself beauti¬ 
fully. 

Plenty of head, leg, 
and shoulder room 
makes it one of the 
roomiest and most 
spacious cars in its 


Rear seats fold down (separately ), creat¬ 
ing a huge front to rear carrying capacity 
ideal for camping, shopping and carrying 
large objects. 

Hatchback and large side doors facilitate 
easy loading and entry. 

Unsurpassed visibility is made possible 
by oversize windows, slim pillars, and the 
slightly lowered dash¬ 
board which is padded. 


The front t 

windshield is " i 

bonded to ^ w 

the body 

for extra safety. And all models include 
dual-circuit hydraulic braking (making 
brake failure virtually impossible),as well as 
front disc brakes, radial tires and 



a rear heated defogger. 1} 
Four-link rear suspen- 
sion, tight turning circle, 
and 1300cc OHC engine 
provide superb driveability 
in cities and on the open 
road with economical fuel 
consumption. 

Mazda 323 is an incredibly ver¬ 
satile, multi-purpose hatchback serv¬ 
ing you, your passengers, and your 
lifestyle. 

That's why we 
say it’s more 

car than one. IVlCMLUcI 
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tinct and separate colony, with a 
non-Australian race predominating. 

It is disheartening to note that 
these errors and misconceptions 
have been promoted at one time or 
another by the public statements of 
Sen. Withers," says the report. 

The delegates said the Island needs 
to raise more money to pay for con¬ 
tinued effort, including further dele¬ 
gations; needs to maintain close 
touch with what is happening in 
Canberra; needs to be ready to send 
another delegation the instant damag¬ 
ing legislation on Norfolk seems immin¬ 
ent; needs to have continued profession¬ 
al help in giving more and better 
information to the Australian public; 
needs to stimulate international in¬ 
terest; and needs to form a small 
group of CounciLwhich has the power 
to act on such matters on a daily ba¬ 
sis, within guidelines adopted by the 
Council as a whole. 

but opposition Is 
the official policy 

Such recommendations will be dis¬ 
cussed at the November Council 
meeting. Opposition to them has 
been foreshadowed by the Admin¬ 
istrator. he will probably have no 
choice but to follow the official 
line, as most recently laid down in 
a letter to President of Committees 
Bill Blucher from the Secretary of 
the Department, Mr. Peter Lawler. 
Council’s function, Mr. Lawler said, 
is to advise the Administrator in 
the normal way, and leave it to the 
Administrator to inform the Minister 
of the advice tendered to him. It 
seems likely that in the Department's 
view, the last thing in the world the 
Norfolk Island Council should do 
would be raising money, maintain¬ 
ing close touch with Canberra, 
sending more delegations, hiring 
professional assistance, providing 
more and better information to the 
Australian public, stimulating in¬ 
ternational interest, or setting up a 
Council secretariat to carry such 
things out promptly. 

But if the Councillors want to get 
re-elected, they'd better find ways 
to do all those tilings. The Depart¬ 
ment may oppose them but the ma¬ 
jority of electors on Norfolk want 
them done. 

Last June, preparing for the Min¬ 
ister’s visit to the Island, the Coun¬ 
cillors had their proposals for Nor¬ 
folk's future government nicely put 
up into black binders, stamped 
" Norfolk Island Council - Discussion 
Plan for Democratic Government on 


Norfolk Island*. Their intention 
was to provide copies for Sen. 

Withers. Attorney-General Ellicott, 
and the Department staff men. 

Just before the meeting, the Ad¬ 
ministrator forbid the use of the 
binders. "That's not what the 
Minister is coming here to talk 
about," he said, which unfortunate¬ 
ly turned out to be true. 

whose views? 

IN REFUSING to receive the October 
delegation. Sen. Withers wrote to 
Cr. Blucher that he was already 
"fully cognisant" of the views of 
Council. 

He said that the delegates were 
opposed to the payment of taxation. 
They aren’t of course. They have 
made it clear that Norfolk may well 
need to collect more taxes than it 
does now. They object, as sensible 
people anywhere in the world Would, 
to paying new taxes for government 
services that are neither necessary 
nor wanted. 

He said the delegates were opposed 
to the provision of adequate social 
welfare, medical and other benefits 
to the poor, ill and socially deprived 
residents of the Island. They aren't, 
of course. They want deprived 
people on Norfolk to have better ? 
lives than they would in Canberr^. 
They object, as sensible people / 
anywhere would, to trading Nor-( 
folk's existing system, which is Ad¬ 
mired by visiting Australians, for 
the Australian system, which is wide¬ 
ly complained about in Australia. 

He said the delegates were opposed 
to the extension of Australian laws 
for the protection of the public. 

They aren't, of course. They would 
no doubt gladly support the extension 
of any Australian law that would act¬ 
ually protect the public here. They 
object, as sensible people anywhere 


would, to the mass extension of a 
whole tangle of laws that the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament did not feel were 
necessary for Norfolk at the time 
they were passed, and that no one 
has since suggested were needed here. 

an Incapacity 
to understand 

In his letter, Sen. Withers told 
Cr. Blucher "it seems that you just 
cannot understand what I have said 
repeatedly to you personally.. .1 
do not believe there is any cpijnmuni- 
cation gap unless it is. an. incapacity 
on the part of the Council to under¬ 
stand the simple realities..." 

He also said "It must be remem¬ 
bered that the members of the Coun¬ 
cil do not represent all the views of 
the Norfolk Island community;" 

Of course they do, in the only 
way that is acceptable in a free soc¬ 
iety, which is through democratic 
election - just exactly as Sen. 

Withers is democratically elected 
as a Senator to represent all the 
views in his electorate of Western 
Australia. He does not represent 
any of the views of the Norfolk 
Island community. If he wants to 
know what th6 community's view 
is on a particular subject he has 
the power to call a referendum, 
which can be held in a matter of 
weeks for only a few hundred dollars. 
If he does not choose to do that, he 
should be glad to be able to turn to 
the community's democratically- 
elected representatives. 

The democratic system has brought 
Immense benefits and achievement 
in Australia. It has brought Sen. 
Withers himself great reward and 
prestige. The democratic system 
can also benefit our community, 
and it will reflect credit on Australia 
if Sen. Withers will apply it here 
with good will. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

•y^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

etcher Christian 

IHOUDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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Don’t make 
the mistake 
of taking the _ 
OM-1 and OM-2 


It's true ot course, 
that Olympus SLRs 
are some 36% 
smaller and lighter 
than average 35mm 
single lens reflex cameras 
But that's only part of the 

at only designed 
ye compact 
designed them to be better 
That meant backing 
comprehensive system specially geared 
to the professional some 30-odd 
compact lenses o< incredible quality. 

from fisheye to 




than the average 
camera alone 
land it can deliver up to 
5 frames per second with 
normal mirror return) 

Also, there are 12 interchangeable focusing 
screens; close-up, micro- and astro-adapters; 
Recordsta Back auto-winder, and other ac 
cessones in profusion 



Still sceptical? 
Here are some con¬ 
vincing details. 
M-1: Still one 
le lightest and most 
t compact true system 36mm 
is reflexes, 
with drastically 
reduced noise and 
shock thanks to a 
unique air damper 
shock absorbing 
system and ball 
bearing trains. It also 
features a viewfinder 
that’s 30% bigger and 
about 70% brighter than 
the average, a silk-smooth 
film transport that requires 
almost no effort and a 
precise match-needle 
through-the-lens exposure control. 
THE OM-2: With every advanced feature 
of the OM-1 (and only 10 gms heavier), 
it includes the world's most advanced auto¬ 
matic exposure system. Incredibly rapid 
silicon cells LOOK BACK at a random 
pattern on the shutter curtain to measure 
the light ON THE FILM PLANE At slower 
speeds, it will actually read the FILM 
EMULSION ITSELF! This means the OM-2 
will actually change shutter'speed should 
the light change during slower exposures - 


even down to 
a full 60 seconds. 

And it will operate 
AUTOMATICALLY 

up to 5 frames per second on motor drive, 
as well as control the Olympus auto-flash 
THROUGH THE LENS for unheard of flash 
accuracy. On Manual, it operates just like the - 
OM-1. 


All of which might well make the OM-1 and 
OM-2 the most heavy-weight lightweights 
you'll ever clap your eyes on. And the most 
welcome photographic equipment paradox 



OD 


us 


C AMERA Li N ES 



Report from Chris Nobbs: 

THE COST OF Norfolk’s three-Coun- 
cillor delegation to Canberra last 
month was met with funds raised by 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers. With the delega¬ 
tion's approval, an observer from 
the Society, Dr. Chris Nobbs, went 
along with them. 

Shortly after the mission, Chris re¬ 
ported to the Society. Here is part of 
his report; 

"1 must say, and in the strongest 
and most affectionate terms, that 
in my view the Council Delegation 
has done the Island great honour. 

I. believe that Bill, Greg and Duncan 
impressed everyone they met with 
their sincerity, fairmindedness, and 
deep personal concern for the issues 
at stake, and that in consequence 
they have been eminently success¬ 
ful in shedding light into many of 
the dark corners (not to say offices) 
of Canberra. The Delegation has put 
in many long hours of work, and has 
argued die Island cause persuasively 
and well. I think they have done a 
magnificent job. 

people willed It 

"Things Achieved 

"1. It is clear to me that the 
mission of the Delegation to Can¬ 
berra was essential: essential because 
the people of Norfolk willed it, essen¬ 
tial because it represents a real 
breakthrough in communications be¬ 
tween the politicians and civil ser¬ 
vants in Canberra and the people of 
Norfolk, essential in allowing the 
Island’s elected representatives to 
understand how the government ’sys¬ 
tem’ in Canberra works. I hope that 
the Canberra visit marks a major 
positive and irreversible step forward 
for the Island in fighting off the 
Nimmo Report. 

”2. The genuine concerns of Nor¬ 
folk Islanders about their future, and 
their wishes with regard to that future, 
have never been so clearly and gen¬ 
uinely expressed to so many people 
who are, willy-nilly, charged with 
determining that future. As a direct 
result of the dignity of the Council 
Delegation, this can do nothing but 
good for the Island cause. 

“3. Particularly amongst those 
Australians who have visited Norfolk, 
there is a considerable affection ex¬ 
pressed for the Islai d, and concern 
for its future. This is offset to a 
certain extent by others, less well in¬ 
formed, who believe Norfolk Island 
to be a tax haven, and a refuge for 


"A magnificent job,.,I 

millionaires. It is important for the 
future to make sure that correct in¬ 
formation is put about concerning 
Norfolk, and to try to assemble those 
sympathetic to the Island cause to act 
as they can to support the Island. 

time must be used 

"4. It appears true to say that, 
despite the speech of Sen. Withers in 
the Australian Senate in August, no 
major decisions on Norfolk appear 
likely to be taken in Canberra in the 
near future. I must emphasise that 
one can never be sure of such things, 
but they certainly appear this way. 

It really does appear that Sen. Withers 
has not made up his mind. (A pre- 
Christmas election in Australia would 
be likely to further delay considera¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island.) tiis is im¬ 
portant because it means that we 
have more time to inform people 
and influence them in the Island 
cause. This extra time must be used 
to best advantage. 

"6. I was not present when the 
Delegation met the press, radio and 
TV in Sydney, but talking with any 
of these represents an achievement in 
getting the Island message across to 
ordinary Australians a million or more 
at a time. That can't be bad. 

"Things Not Achieved 

" 1. The main purpose with which 
the Delegation set out, namely to 
discuss certain matters relating to the 
Nimmo Report with Sen. Withers, was 
not achieved. As 1 suggested above 
however, this may not represent a set¬ 
back at all, and certainly does not 
compromise, in my view, the great 
benefits achieved. (The Prime Minis¬ 
ter did not receive the Delegation 
either, but he was not in a position 
to do so, unless Sen. Withers had done 
so first.) 

resistance to opinion 

"2. The Department of Administrat¬ 
ive Services would only meet the Dele¬ 
gation as individuals rather than in 
their official capacity. This also shows 
that there is considerable resistance to 
Island opinion amongst those in Can¬ 
berra most directly involved, and adds 
point to the necessity for the Society 
to wage an effective campaign on the 
Island's behalf, in the future. 

"Problems for the Future 

"1. It is clear from the Canberra 
visit, that a considerable gap in com¬ 
munications exists between Canberra | 
and Norfolk Island. This appears to | 


believe that we can win" 


be the most fundamental problem of 
all that must be overcome. In Can¬ 
berra, speaking generally; there seem¬ 
ed little appreciation in the govern¬ 
ment, of die genuine apprehension 
felt on the Island about its future 
(and perhaps too, the Island has not 
always been aware of Canberra's 
problems). If the present visit has 
done anything, it has helped to sweep 
away some, but by no means all, of 
these difficulties. In my opinion 
however, Canberra must take die ma¬ 
jor portion of the blame for these, 
since they have the power and the 
money to overcome them if only 
they have the inclination tq do so. 

legitimate desires 

'2. As well as correcting the mis¬ 
information that is about; it is clearly 
important to get the positive aspects 
of the Norfolk cause across, and to in¬ 
fluence decision-makers in Canberra 
to believe in our sincerity, the values 
of our community, and our legitimate 
desires to run Norfolk Island our own 
way. 

,f As will be clear to you, I am 
suggesting an attitude of consultation 
and persuasion with Canberra and the 
Australian public, rather than one of 
confrontation with Canberra. The 
day may come when confrontation is 
necessary, but I believe that at pres¬ 
ent, much can be accomplished by 
consultation and persuasion. I caji- 
not know whether at this time you 
agree with me, but I believe that 
this is the view held by the Delega¬ 
tion. .. 

"This brings me to the end of my 
letter. The major points I would 
like to leave with you are:- 

'First, that the Delegation itself 
did a magnificent job for Norfolk; 

"Secondly, that the mission on 
which you sent the Delegation was, 
despite rebuffs, a great success, 
particularly in the opening up of real 
communications between Norfolk 
and the Canberra politicians and 
civil servants; 

'Thirdly, that the battle against 
the hJlmmo Report has a long way to 
go; and 

" Fourthly , that there is much that 
can be done both on and off Norfolk 
to ensure that the battle against 
Nimmo is won in the end. 

”1 believe that with stout hearts and 
hard work we can win, and win hand¬ 
somely. Let us all make sure that it 
happens that way. 

"lubbe Norfolk!" 
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AFTER QUESTIONING THE THREE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL DELEGATES IN 
CANBERRA, STUDYING THE FACTUAL MATERIAL THEY HAD TO PRESENT ON 
THE ISLAND'S SITUATION, AND CONSIDERING WHAT AUSTRALIA OUGHT TO 
DO IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE "CANBERRA TIMES" RAN THIS EDITORIAL 


Wke Cankrra Qimes 

Tuesday, €>ctober II. 1977 

THE FUTURE 
OF NORFOLK 

It is not altogether fair to blame Mr Justice Sir John Nimmo 
for the threat -which,' according to some, now hangs over 
Norfolk Island. The threat is allegedly the “forced integration” 
of the island and Usj>eople ihilo Australia; their incorporation 
into the political, administrative and econonomic systems of 
the mainland; the introduction of Australian laws, taxes and 
social benefits and - as a consequence, it is widely believed, the 
destruction of the-{stand’s most important industry, the tourist 
trade. 

It is true that the report of the Nimmo Royal commission' 
on the future status of the island made recommendations which 
in effect would probably do all that, but these proposals were 
offered as an alternative to another option which the report 
believes the Commonwealth should consider in the first place. 
Th*t is that, on the grpund of cold economics alone, a good 
case could be made for the complete “physical” abandonment 
of Norfolk Island by Australia, the assumption being that the 
Australian taxpayer could never hope to recoup the sums the 
Commonwealth would have to spend to maintain its writ there. 
Mr Justice Nimmo’s argument is that annual outgoings from 
Australia tp the island are about S2.S million, that to increase 
its earning capacity from tourism would require an additional 
expenditure of some millions of dollars, which the islanders 
cannot afford, and that in any case Australia would incur an 
annual deficit of about $ 1.98 million to support the island as 
a part of the Commonwealth. 

The Norfolk Island Council hotly disputes these figures. 
It says, among other things, that they include a large subsidy 
to Qantas that was never paid and the costs of services that 
were not provided. The council also objects to the report’s 
failure to examine properly the constitutional, social and 
historical context of the island’s relationship with Australia and 
the historical guarantees given to the Pitcairners by the Crown 
when they were settled on the island. Their objections and 
reservations appear to be well founded. 

The Minister for Administrative Services, Senator Withers, 
who is responsible for Norfolk Island affairs, can rightly be 
accused of arrogance and unwarranted secrecy in his dealings 
with the elected representatives of the islanders. His refusal. 


on three occasions, to receive delegations from the Norfolk 
Island Council is inexcusable. Though no final decision has yet 
been made on the future status of the island, the Minister leaves 
the impression that a decision could be imminent and that all 
the consultation that is necessary has taken place. No wonder 
the islanders are deeply anxious, and frustrated. 

Referendum needed 

For obvious reasons it is not possible for the islanders to 
quote chapter and verse to prove to the satisfaction of the 
Government that the relationship of Australia to the island is 
one of trustee rather than owner — a view endorsed in August, 
1975, by Mr R. J. Ellicott, QC, and Mr M. H. McLelland, 
QC, who were of the opinion that Norfolk Island is, by virtue 
of an Imperial Act, a “separate and distinct settlement” and 
a “Crown colony of Australia”. In all the circumstances, since 
Senator Withers rejected as “totally, completely and utterly 
valueless” the outcome of an unofficial poll which showed that 
two-thirds of the people were opposed to the major Nimmo 
recommendations, the Government should hold an official 
referendum on Norfolk for reasons of democratic principle and 
plain good political tactics. . • 

It is clear that importing into Norfolk bland tho' Australian 
system of taxation and welfare benefits,.^ .political conflicts 
of the mainland and the politics of the tttdfc-uttioh movement 
would mean the destruction of a community and the 
undermining of its economy. Norfolk Island is not a paradise 
— there is no unanimity about the Nimmo proposals, there 
is apparently some poverty and loneliness — but the islanders 
possess something more valuable than a bureaucratic welfare 
apparatus of Australian design, and that is a genuine spirit 
of community self-help and sharing. 

What the islanders want is the freely given consent of the 
majority to any change in their status, the majority rejects the 
major recommendations of the Nimmo report, they want their 
position at international Jaw examined by the United Nations, 
and they seek the establishment of the real democratic internal 
self-government they were promised long ago, with continuing 
association with Australia. It would be an act of political and 
economic folly to take steps that would place the tourist 
industry on Norfolk in jeopardy and thus force the people into 
a position of humiliating dependence on Australian welfare. 

Rather than impose on a community that is “different” 
the stifling hand of bureaucratic uniformity, the necessary 
reforms should build on what is there. That would require a 
degree of subtleness and human understanding which the 
present Government apparently lacks. The powers and 
structure of the Norfolk Island Council could be strengthened, 
and the Commonwealth would be justified in asking the 
islanders to make a reasonable contribution by way of tax in 
return for a modest level of Federal assistance aimed primarily 
at helping them solve their own problems. 
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NORFOLK ISLAND BENEFITS TREMENDOUSLY FROM THE HELP - AND THE ATTITUDE - OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, WHICH OVERSEES THE ISLAND’S SCHOOL. NORFOLK PAYS THE COSTS. AND NSW 
IS NOT OUT-OF-POCKET. ONE OF THE STATE’S TOP EDUCATIONISTS VISITED RECENTLY AND SAID THAT -- 


Teacher quality and student performance here 
are as good as anywhere in New South Wales 


fA/T£EW£W 


Recently Dr, John Vaughan, the 
Assistant Director-General of Edu¬ 
cation in NSW, visited Norfolk for 
the first time. After he'd been here 
for just a few days, he talked with 
The News about his impressions and 
his ideas about education. 

Here are some of the things he 
had to say. 

Q: Is it too soon to ask you whether 
you could make any comments about 
the qualityof this school compared 
with schools elsewhere in the central 
system ? 

A: "If you look at the N. S. W. sys¬ 
tem and the different schools, you 
find that quality and quantity will 
differ from place to place, so that 
it’s very difficult to find a universal 
measurement. 

T would say in terms of what I 
think in the final analysis counts - 
the provision of teachers for instance - 
the quality of teachers in the sfchool 
is as good as anywhere in New South 
Wales. The teachers in this school 
are selected with a measure of ex¬ 
perience before they come. They 

come because they want to come. 
People who do things because they 
want to do them do them more effect¬ 
ively and 1 think from that point of 
view this school is very fortunate. 

'Discussion with teachers of this 
school over the last couple of days 
would indicate to me that they have 
a very real sense of their personal 
responsibility to the young people of 
Norfolk. They want to fulfil this as 
an obligation. In consequence again 
I think they’re doing it very well. 

The performance of youngsters here 
would match performance anywhere." 

teach 'Norfolk 1 ? 

Q: Do you think the Norfolk lang¬ 
uage should be taught? 

A: "Well, that is very much on my 
desk at the moment from our friends 
of Italy, Spain, Latvia - you name 
it and we have some in New South 
Wtles - and many of these people 
are very interested in the preserva¬ 
tion of their own languages. I 
think again one has to be fairly 
realistic about this. 

If you’re really talking about 
the preservation of language as a cul¬ 
tural component, there seems to be 
a very grave difficulty in trying to 


preserve a language which is funda¬ 
mentally an oral language. 

'1 suspect that might be a diffi¬ 
culty. 

T have a great deal of respect for 
my Welsh forebears, and 1 have an 
interest in the Welsh language which 
is not very widely used these days, 
and I can very much understand the 
concern of the people in this kind of 
preservation, and I would think it 
certainly not inappropriate if the 
Norfolk school in itself, in its wis¬ 
dom, made a decision to devote 
some attention to the Norfolk lang¬ 
uage — that would be a reasonable 
decision to.make. But I’m not 
making it." 

Pitcairners' history 

Q: How about the teaching of the 
history of the Pitcairners and how 
they came to Norfolk? 

A: "Wherever people live, it is 
highly desirable that they know 
whence they came, why they’re 
there, if they're going to work out 
in a concerted way where they're 
going. 

"Now, I think a society without 
roots is a sad society and I've talked 
over the last ccuple of days about 
possibilities of schools developing 
an interest in and a study of and 
recording of the story of Norfolk 
and its people, which I think would 
have an interest that would go well 
beyond Norfolk. 

"I think it is the study of a society 
that began virtually from nothing 
not all that long ago, and we see 
the evolution of a total commun¬ 
ity on a vacant piece of land to 
get to where it is now. 

There ought to be social lessons 
in that for any society." 


environment 

Q: Could the school be doing more 
to teach environmental awareness? 
A: "I'm Very aware of the enthus¬ 
iasms - the justifiable enthusiasms - 
that some people bring in when 
they introduce something new into 
the course. 

'1 think we have -- Ian could 
check it for me -- I think there's 


some 40-odd distinct courses now 
leading to the.Schqol Certificate. 
Now, obviously that's more than 
enough and yet people with the 
greatest well-meaning come along 
and say about having a few more. 

"Sex education, environmental 
education, consumer education 
etc. etc. 

"My response to this is to say that 
these are very real matters of con¬ 
cern with which I have enormous 
sympathy, but 1 don't discern the 
need for the creation of new sylla¬ 
buses. 

T would wish teachers to pick up 
all the opportunities already exist¬ 
ing within current syllabuses and 
pursue them. 

'If you combine, say. ..environ¬ 
mental education and geography, 
science, and you teach to the limits 
of possibility within those courses, 
you can indeed cover the ground. 

"Consumer education is covered 
in every course in the school. One 
of our friends on television said 
why don't you have a course in con¬ 
sumer education? 1 said education 
today is about inducing young 
people to think, to make judge¬ 
ments, to examine data, to be criti¬ 
cal, to enquire, to discover and if 
that's not consumer education I 
don't know what consumer education 
is." 

Isolation of Norfolk 

Q: What steps can be taken to help 
overcome the isolation of Norfolk 
youngsters in their education? 

A: "I think this isolation is partly 
physical reality, partly itls a psy¬ 
chological thing too. 

"A friend of mine who is in 
charge of an inner city school point¬ 
ed out to me quite recently that of 
the pupils in his high school oO or 
70?c have not crossed the Harbour 
Bridge -- they've, never been on 
the other side of the harbour. So 
you see you don't have to be on 
Norfolk to suffer this kind of isola¬ 
tion. " 

Mr. McGowan: '"'It's true that iso¬ 
lation i s one of the problems here 
but there's a tremendous amount 
done to try to overcome this prob¬ 
lem. We have our tours that go 
away, we show a lot of films on the 
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Island from various sources. We 
have our video tapes and we give 
much variety in sport and in com¬ 
petition. 

"There's a tremendous amount 
done really to see that the children 
aren't deprived," 

the real fundamentals 


Q* Is the teaching of writing - Eng¬ 
lish composition - on the wane? 

A; "I know very literate adults who 
never put pen to paper from one 
year's end to another. They have 
no cause to because they can effect 
their communication by way of 
spoken word. 

"Now that's hard fact and you and 
1 know the cause but it's still going 
to be there and it's going to have a 
greater effect, so die art of writing 
is less necessary. 

T)n the other hand, I would say 
that schools have a very intense in¬ 
terest in the art of writing. The 
approach to it has changed some¬ 
what over recent years but I would 
incline to the view that it's changed 
for the better, in the sense that if 
you live in a world where the de¬ 
mands are upon you to write marked¬ 
ly less, if you're going to write you 
have to have a markedly greater kind 
of internal motivation. 

"I've observed in this school over 
the last couple of days youngsters 
writing some very exciting creative 
material, motivated by listening to 
a piece of music or observing the 
weather outside and wanting to write 
about it. 

'That won’t make everybody write 
but those who have the special po¬ 
tential competence of the writer will 
write the better, and maybe that's 
what we're aiming for. 

"I would wish schools to be in¬ 
creasingly concerned with develop¬ 
ing the ability of youngsters to use 
the oral form of education, and I 
would hurry to say that if 1 look at 
the original kinds of basic schools 
that there is no sense in learning to 
read if you don't ever read; there is 
no sense in learning to write if you 
don't ever write anything; there's 
no sense in learning to compute if 
you don't compute. So I'm much 
more concerned with developing the 
desire to these tilings and the delight 
you can obtain from doing them, 
rather than the mechanical acquisi¬ 
tion, and 1 want them used in pro¬ 
cesses like those I mentioned earl¬ 
ier. 

"If you were to ask me what are 
my basics, let me use a phrase I 


used to the teachers here yesterday, 
or the day before, that rather than 
'going back to the basics’ which I 
so frequently hear I would prefer to 
see the schools g oing forward to 
the fundamentals. My fundamentals 
are things like thinking; thinking 
through a problem; examining an 
assembly of a variety of data; to en¬ 
quire; to analyse and having analysed 
to come up with a theory or hypothes¬ 
is and then to generalise; to test the 
kinds of conclusions that they can 
come to; to be able to take a stand 
on issues and to discuss those issues 
rationally in calm manner with 
other people. These are more im¬ 
portant than to be using 'writing, 
reading and arithmetic’ all the 

"We've had a hell of a lot of 
problems, you and I. They're go¬ 
ing to have more out there in the 
world in the future - problems the 
nature of which we can't anticipate 
and we can't fill up their heads with 
ready-made answers. We can only 
try to give them this kind of flex¬ 
ibility and judgement-making ex¬ 
perience that will enable them to 
recognise basic problems and come 
up with answers as they go through 
life." 


how parents can help 

Q: What advice have you for parents 
who want to help their children's 
schoolwork as much as possible? 

A; "I would like parents to be taking 
an ever-increasing interest in what 
happens with the schools. One of the 
criticisms that's frequently levelled 
at schools today takes the form of 
'why aren't the schools doing some¬ 
thing about—' and then you can 
put in pretty well anything you 
like. 

"In the lifetime of a child when 
it’s 15/16 years, the school has 
access to about 10?c of time - - of 
course you have to exclude the first 
five years --and I know that in¬ 
cludes sleeping time, but it certain¬ 
ly isn’t at school. The school has 
about 10 °lc of the first 15/16 years. 

Now. that schools do as much as 
they do is something I refer to as 
the miracle of schooling. They 
are expected, and I think increasing¬ 
ly expected to do more, and 1 can 
only say that I think a great deal of 
educational responsibility revolves 
upon the parents in the community. 

'The aims of Primary and Second¬ 
ary education that have been written 
state quite clearly that this task of 
education is a task which the school 


pursues in concert with the parents 
of the community. 

'The parents certainly have a 
responsibility. It's no good talking 
about child manners outside the 
school grounds if child manners are 
not taught in the home. These are 
terribly important things, but more 
specifically 1 would want to come 
back on that one as it's an area of 
prime concern to me. I'm enor¬ 
mously interested in language - 
that capacity which distinguishes 
the human animal, the ability to 
store information of the past and 
bring it forward, to think abstract¬ 
ly. to project to the future. 

"That's the parents' concern. 

Over the first five years, long be¬ 
fore school starts, the average 
five-year old has acquired more 
vocabulary than he or she will ac¬ 
quire in the whole of the rest of 
life, except they be highly special¬ 
ised people. 

home learning 

"An exercise like reading - if a 
child has grown up in a home where 
the mother takes the infant out and 
they observe, they smell the flowers, 
they see the wind blowing in the 
trees, they hear the birds and the 
rest of it, then they go inside and 
they look at pictures in books, they 
see the relationship between that 
and reality. That's an enormous 
mental jump - a phenomenal jump 
that the child makes to look at that 
blank sheet of paper and see things 
on it that are not there at all really - 
they're only representations. 

"If the parent gives the child that 
kind of experience and then pro¬ 
ceeds to talk about pictures in a 
story form - what is the picture, 
what is the child doing, riding, a 
bike and so forth - when that child 
starts school the teaching of reading 
is just no trouble at all. They're 
almost able to read before they 
start. But if they miss out on that 
at home, the school has an enor¬ 
mous amount of leeway to make 
up with the child. The parent is im¬ 
portant, not in formal educational 
things, not in being supportive of a 
specific type of homework or that 
sort of thing, but in this far more 
general sense. 

“I don't particularly want parents 
to help young Bill with homework - 
I want them to talk to Bill about 
what happened in school today, 
or to learn what they were discuss¬ 
ing what view did they take, what 
did Mary say - - I think that's in¬ 
finitely more productive/* 


1 0 
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SELF-DETERMINATION AND "FREE ASSOCIATION WITH AUSTRALIA" ARE 
REUOMCNOE3 FOR THE 448 PERMANENT RESIDENTS OF THE COCOS ISLANDS 


A CONFRONTATION SITUATION 
faces Potts Buffett as he becomes 
Australia’s Administrator in the Cocos 
Islands, Norfolk's sister territory. 

The announcement of Potts' appoint¬ 
ment said that his experience in island 
territories would be of great assistance 
to Sen. Withers "at a time when the 
Government will be moving to imple¬ 
ment the new Cocos initiatives an¬ 
nounced in June this year". 

The "initiatives" include plans to 
introduce new laws, encourage mi¬ 
gration by Cocos Islanders to Australia, 
improve education, get rid of the plas- 


A DELICATE SITUATION 
-AND "POTTS" 'WELCOME 


CHARLES - "POTTS" - BUFFETT 
will become the new Administrator 
of the Cocos Islands on November 
loth. 

He was the Government's offi¬ 
cial representative on Cocos from 
19»;0-19t>t>. While there he met his 
present wife, Vanda. They enjoy¬ 
ed the islands, and according to the 
News's Canberra sources Mr. John 
Clunies-Ross, who owns virtually 
all of the land in the 25 or so 
islands in the group.welcomed Sen. 

R. G. Withers' appointment of Potts 
to return as Administrator. 

In May last year no one would 
have predicted Potts' re-entry into 
the upper echelons of the Depart¬ 
ment. 

For about nine months prior to 
that he had been handling the duties 
of the Administrator on Norfolk Island. 
Air Cdre. E.T. Pickerd had retired 
as Administrator at the end of August. 
1976, and as Official Secretary and 
Deputy Administrator Potts took over 
the chair "temporarily" until a new 
Administrator could be appointed. 

When it began to look as if the 
appointment might be a long time 
coming, Potts asked if he could be 
given the title, pay and perks that 
normally went with the job he was 
actually handling, and handling 
competently - Acting Administrator, 
if not Administrator. The answer 
from Canberra was negative, and 
Potts - quite properly and admirably, 
in the News's view - terminated his 
career of several decades in the pub¬ 
lic service and resigned. 
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tic-token money used on Cocos, and 
progressively introduce a wages econ¬ 
omy. 

The "Australian", reporting Sen. 
Withers'announcement in June, said 
"Senator Withers last night made it 
clear that the Government would 
go ahead with its reforms on the 
island whether Mr. Clunies-Ross 
agreed or not. ” 

The "Australian" noted that 
"Successive Australian governments 
have tried to wrest power of the 
Cocos group from Mr. Clunies-Ross 
since the group became an Austral¬ 
ian protectorate in 1955. 

"Australia’s new Interest in taking 
over real control of the island is 
not all humanitarian. Cocos has 
become an increasingly important 
base in the Indian Ocean... " 

The "Australian's" coverage of 
the plans for Cocos made no men¬ 
tion of consultation with the residents 
of the islands, but said that Australia 
would set up a representative form of 
local government "which would even¬ 
tually be fully elected". 

So far as Sen. Withers is concerned, 
the “new Cocos initiatives" that Potts 
Buffett will be assigned to administer 
on Cocos will be determined by 
Australia. "Newsweek" magazine, 
which covered the plans, quoted Sen. 


Withers as saying "There's going to 
be some changes." 

U.N.rules apply 

But the United Nations may have 
other thoughts. 

Unlike Norfolk Island, Cocos is 
recognised by Australia as a "non- 
self-governing territory to which 
Chapter XI of the United Nations 
Charter applies". And that means 
Australia recognises the right of the 
Cocos people to determine their own 
political future. 

The 1975 report of the Senate Stand¬ 
ing Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence argued that independence is 
impractical for Cocos, but said on 
the other hand that full integration in¬ 
to Australia "would not provide the 
Cocos Islanders with the degree of 
autonomy or representation normally 
envisaged as resulting from an act of 
self-determination". 

The Committee said free associa¬ 
tion with Australia would be the most 
desirable form of government for Co¬ 
cos in the f(ifure.' ! The evidence it 
had received generally supported this 
path. ; V ... ■ 

Free association, according to the 
Committee’s report, would be a form 
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of government "whereby the Islanders ; ! 
eventually assume responsibility for 
internal self-government while Aust¬ 
ralia exercises responsibility for other 
matters (including foreign relations 
and defence) delegated to her by the 
Islanders. Under such an arrange¬ 
ment, the Cocos Islanders would be 
encouraged to develop and strengthen 
their identity and sense of purpose." 

six principles 

"In order that the rights of die Island¬ 
ers are protected, " the report continued, 
"we believe that the following provi¬ 
sions must apply to any form of free 
association which might eventuate 
between Australia and the Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands; 

"(1) Association must be freely 
chosen by the inhabitants. 

"(2) The terms of association 
must be clearly and fully set down, 
in a form binding on both parties. 

"(3) The associated territory must 
have substantial powers of internal 
self-government. 

"(4) Reserved powers of the state 
accepting the regime of association 
should not involve arbitrary discre¬ 
tions to Intervene in the internal 
affairs of the associated territory. 

"(6) Procedures for termination 
of associated status should exist as 
a continued expression of the right 
to self-determination of the people 
of the associated territor y. 

"(6) Such procedures for termina¬ 
tion should be available equally to 
both parties." 

Cook Is. and Niue 
used as models 

In arguing the merits of free 
association between Cocos and Aust¬ 
ralia, the Committee gave exam¬ 
ples of how this form of govern¬ 
ment has worked elsewhere, and 
said it has been viewed as "an 
acceptable solution to the problems 
of small non-self-governing terri¬ 
tories. " 

The Cook Islands and Niue were 
cited as examples of free associa¬ 
tion - both having Internal self- 
government in association with New 
Zealand. 

Cocos presents difficulties for 
any evolution of improved govern¬ 
ment. The Island group, which is 
located farther N. W. of Perth than 
Norfolk is N. E. of Sydney, has a 
tiny population and a one-crop 
plantation economy. 

The largest population group - 


f372 people at the end>of 1976 -are 
. Qoc'ps Malays, vfhgse families 
arrived 150 years ig6. They seem 
to visitors to be content in their iso¬ 
lated village life. Their views about 
future government are difficult to 
determine because they have had 
little education, little experience 
of the world, and no political tradi - 
tion. 

Peter Hastings, one of Aus tr alia's 
best-informed and best-respected 
writers on island matters, feels Aust¬ 
ralia should have done something 
about this state of affairs. 

"For 20 years Australia has ob¬ 
durately refused to educate the 
Malay community on its rights to 
proper education, to free labour 
associations, and to freedom of 
movement in and outside the island 
community, ” he wrote at the time 
of a U. N. visit in 1974. 

When the U. N. mission members 
asked a meeting of the Cocos people 
about their aspirations and their in¬ 
terest in the outside world, said, 
Hastings, "The answer was a loud 
shuffling of feet. There was no in¬ 
terest; and for that former Australian 
Governments bear the blame. " 

Queen Victoria kept 
right to re-possess 

The Cocos Islands were uninhabit¬ 
ed when John Clunies-Ross and 
another Englishman established 
settlement there in 1826 and 1827. 
High-grade palms were brought in 
and a plantation built up. Mr. 
Clunies-Ross brought in Malays to 
work the plantation, who were the 
forebears of the Cocos' present in¬ 
habitants. 

Fearing that an unwelcome na¬ 
tion might move in on the Cocos 
Islands, Clunies-Ross appealed to 
England to make them part of the 
Empire, and in 1857, Captain Fre¬ 
mantle of H.M. S. Juno - a great 
friend of the Pitcairn settlers on 
Norfolk - declared Cocos part of the 
British Dominions. 

In 1886 Queen Victoria recognised 
George Cluntes-Ross's position in the 
Islands by granting him and his heirs 
all land on the Islands forever. 

The Australian Government em¬ 
phasises thilt Queen Victoria's grant 
to Clunies-Ross specifically reserved 
the right to resume possession, and 
prohibited sale of the land without 
the Crown's permission. (Neither of 
these conditions were stated in grants 
of Norfolk land made to the Pitcairn 
settlers.) 

Australia bought land from the 
Clunies-Ross Estate on West Island 


for an airfield in 1951. The Govern¬ 
ment's administfation operation is 
located on West Island, aid consists 
(including families) of 100 people 
from Australia. 

Four kilometres across the coral 
lagoon is Home Island, where John 
Clunies-Ross, his Estate Manager, 
their families and the other perman¬ 
ent residents of Cocos live - 448 in 
all. 

The Australian Government report¬ 
edly offered Mr. Clunies-Ross $3. 5 
million for his land earlier this year. 
Mr. Clunies-Ross responded by say¬ 
ing he felt it was worth between 
$25M and $30M. At first he made 
pessimistic remarks about his chances 
of preventing an Australian take-over, 
but more recently his attitude seems 
to have become more determined. 

Quarantine Station 

As yet there has been no announce¬ 
ment of his reaction to the Australian 
Parliament's extending its Land Acqui¬ 
sition Act to Cocos. The Act was 
also extended to Norfolk, and the 
Norfolk Island Council objected 
strongly at its October 19th meeting, 
calling for an amendment to take 
Norfolk back out of the Act again. 

One of the important interests 
Australia has in Cocos is as a pass¬ 
ible site for a High Security Animal 
Quarantine Station. 

The Minister for Health, Mr. R.J. 
Hunt, told the House of Representat¬ 
ives last November that die Gov¬ 
ernment had decided to go ahead 
with the Cocos Quarantine Station 
which had first been recommended 
in 1973 by the Public Works Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Hunt said an off-shore 
Quarantine Station was "the only 
means by which Australia can ob¬ 
tain direct access to the best genet¬ 
ic material available in a number 
of countries, without exposing our 
livestock industries to an otherwise 
inacceptable disease risk." 

He added that "The Government’s 
decision has been made in the light 
of the direct and substantial benefit 
which will accrue to Australia's 
livestock industries and hence to 
Australia and Australians generally." 

Negotiations with Mr. Clunies- 
Ross begain soon afterward. So far 
as The News is aware, no agree¬ 
ment has been reached. With Sen. 
Withers' new Cocos initiatives and 
the extension of the Land Acquisition 
Act, Australia may be able to move 
ahead with the Quarantine Station 
and leave it to the courts to decide 
how much Mr. Clunies-Ross will be 
paid. 
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„ ISLAND 
HANDBOOK 


► what’s on 

^ where to find it 

► best shopping 
^ Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 

► airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

► shipping information 

. BOB 

► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 



ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 
ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RU&Y - SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
A N AUSTRALIAN V ALUATION CERTIFICATE |S ISSUED 




ROUDS SPECIAL!: 


E IN A I. L RING REMAKES 



ROUDS 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenils 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHUfiCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10.30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Philip 
Kitchin 


SEVENTH-PAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 8- 1L 30 and 12.15-4 
Mondays through Thursday, but on 
Fridays everything happens one hour 
later: open at 9, lunch from 12.30- 
1.15, then open until 5. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE : (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. Bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR: (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get In touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ;8-12 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-12 & 12.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun-, Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Burnt Pine offic* 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central SerV 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8. 30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 12 0 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for " the document" proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved: 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together -- all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island. 

On sale at Bums Philp, Jensen’s and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N. I. - 
to N.Z., send $1.40. 





NEW! 

from 

Minolta 

Compact and easy-to-use 35mm 
camera with automatic exposure 
control 


HI-MATIC 7sH 


They’ll never leave you in the dark. 


Minolta Pocket Autopak 450E/430E 

World’s most compact pocket 
cameras using No; 110 film cartridge 
with built-in strobe 
One touch built-in strobe pops-out for 
fine flash pictures 

Pocket camera with built-in flash for 
any light condition 


Easy focusing by slide control with 
zone symbols and built-in macro 
lens for the 450E 
With the flashmatic for the 450E 
aperture is automatically adjusted for 
correct exposure when focusing 
Bright viewfinder tells you when the 
flash is necessary 



( Q) COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a. few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading .fpst 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


STEELS POINT 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the conplete holiday Hinl-iart — 

TRADING POST 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


flDCU 7 nAVQ 7 Qfl on Q on (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrLN I uAIu I »0U dm lU 9 pi only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that.... ) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream... imported cheeses...lollipops...magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers... tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



The World’s Premier 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 


Electronic SLR 


written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has, attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Spoedlite 156A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 



MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




SANSUI 


This tradition ot creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic . 
technology on the one hand while reducing 
costs and expenses-and ultimately the price 
of our finished products-on the other. 



ALL-SOURCE 4-CHANNEL RECEIVERS 

With Type-A QS Vario-Matrix and CD-4 


SANSUI HIGH FIDELITY HEADPHONES 

Stereo and 4-Channel Listening Pleasure 


SANSUI SOURCE COMPONENTS 

High Fidelity Stereo Cassette Decks with Dolby 

SANSUI’S SPEAKER SYSTEMS 
Extra-Large Woofers for Dynamic Realism 


TOP QUALITY INTEGRATED STEREO AMPS & TUNER 

Creatively Engineered Components for Professionals 

SANSUI’S FINEST STEREO EQUIPMENT 

BA/CA Power, Preamplifier and Integrated Amplifier. 


| JUST LISTEN TO IT! - AT 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





n ’ Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

WIND ROSE FOR NOVEMBER 
The length of each of the 

16 lines shows the percent- f 
age of the time the wind / 


V 1 

\ BFilms (Pds & LC) 

\ ■Darts (RSL) 

\ \ ■Open night (Nik) 

\ \ BFilm (MRT8.00) 

2 

■ Film. sm’b'd(VV) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

blows from that direction ^Vl 
this month. The figure in y 
the centre shows what per- ' 
centage of die time there 
is no wind. 


“t |E ■C'dants Din. (G) 


® 

■Church services 
■Film. sm’b'd(VV7.30) 

■Film (MRT8.G0) 

7 ‘ 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b^j (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

8 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants bin (G) 

9 

■ Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

13 

■Church services 
■Film. sm*b'd(VV7.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

14 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

15 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 

16 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 

■ BFilm (Pds) i 
■Open night (Nik) 

20 

■ Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

21 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

22 

•Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

'■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 

23 

■ Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

27 

■Church services 
■ Film, sm'b'd (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

28 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

29 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 

30 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY¬ 
THANKSGIVING DAY 



CAL ENDAR N ° vember 1977 


THUR 

3 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 



■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

5 

■ SPA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


10 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


1 1 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.C0) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Film (RSL8’. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


24 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


25 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


12 


■ SDA service 

■ Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■SDA service 


■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
CC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -Sou* Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -You* Centre 


SOME PAST NOVEMBER EVENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY 


November 1, 1914 : A Parliamentary delegation reported 
that since *e Commonweal* had taken control of *e 
Island earlier in the year, the value of Norfolk land had 
almost doubled (from £3 an acre to £5 an acre). 


New Sou* Wales took it upon himself to abolish Norfolk 
Island's constitution and *e Pitcairners' almost-100- 
year -old laws. He seized full control himself and end¬ 
ed a century of self-government. 


November 4, 1763 ; The bir*day of John Adams, the 
last of *e "Bounty" mutineers to survive on Pitcairn. He 
became highly religious and was *e patriarch of *e 
Pitcairn race. 


November 16, 1828: George Hunn Nobbs, a British ad¬ 
venturer, landed at Pitcairn Island and settled into *e 
community. He eventually became the pastor, and was 
ordained by Queen Victoria, on Nov. 30, 1852. 


November 14, 1896; Governor Viscount Hampden from November 29, 1838 : Pitcairn became a Crown Colony - 

the first wt* women's suffrage and compulsory education. 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 



ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here's 
what they told us; 

Cameralines : "We have just discount¬ 
ed Yashica move cameras by 20<7c 
off our already low prices. We are 
also offering huge savings on com¬ 
plete movie outfits, top brands," 

■ 

International Duty-Free : "Adidas - 
freshly arrived on the Island - track 
suits and road shoes priced from 
$9. 95. We have a large range, and 
prices are around half N. Z. levels. " 


Proud's : "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Miltons : "The Johnson 'Viking'352D 
Citizens Band AM/SSB transceiver 
at $184.95; Canon's AE-1 auto-elec¬ 
tronic 35mm SLR camera for $339." 


The Trading Post : "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


Pacific Hire Cars? "Genuine Casio dig- 
ital watches with stop watch & day/date, 
for only $49. 95. The latest model- it 
would be 2 or 3 times as much at home.' 


Norfolk Trader ; "Braun 'Quadro* el¬ 
ectronic table lighter& ash trays $16. 



"Norfolk Airlines* New Plane" 
DOWN 


ACROSS 

2.(with 3 down) Air¬ 
line founder 

6. Blocked 

7. Not as wet 

8. Plan 

9. Duct 
11. Air . 

13. Sea 

15. Word of greeting 

18. Course-finding 

19. Warm 

20. Is erect 


1. Aircraft maker 

2. Cipher 

3. (with 2 across) 
Airline founder 

4. Goodbye 

5. Grub 

10. The — NLA plane 
12. Course 

14. Pertaining to birds 

15. Caps 

16. Edge 

17. Type of chop 
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NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12. 00, 1. 05 . 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Word 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-6. 30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 

6.30 Rowdy's Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8. 30 Top Pops 

9.00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 
9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10. 30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 


4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Castles on the air 

9.30 Dutch Jazz Scene 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Comedy 

10. 05 Light Music from 
Netherlands 

10.45 Morning Serial 
,12. 05 World Affairs 

2\ 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.l, Council Mtg. 
4. 00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7. 00 Pick of the Week 

' Prog, includes Comedy 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 Jamaica Inn 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 (First Thurs.in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7. 05 Waterways of World 

7. 30 Melody Time 

8. 00 Just a Minute 

9. 00 House of Windsor i 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Rhythms of Change 

12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-6. 00 Shut Down 

6. 00 Vivat Rex 

7. 00 Programme Surround¬ 

ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.A local news j 


11. 00 Top of Pops 

12. 00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 R. A. Sports Relay 
4. 30 Young Mood 

6.30 German Dance 

Bands 
7. 05 Comedy- 

7.30 Movin' Music 

9. 00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 Big Band Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 diddles 

2. 00 R. A. Relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7. 00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


FLIGHTS 

FROM & TO AUCKLAND 
Every Sunday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday - 
Arrive 10. 30, Depart 12.15 


FROM & TO SYDNEY 
Every day except Tuesdays 
- arrives 2.15, departs 3.15. 
Exception: a flight arrives Tues¬ 
day 1st 1.45, departs Wed. 10.45- 


TO & FROM BRISBANE/LORD HOWE 
To Brisbane daily, twice on Sat. & 

Sun. From Brisbane daily except 

Mon., twice on Fri., Sat., Sun. 

To Lord Howe& back Mon., Wed. 




LESS THAN 1/3 SYDNEY PRIUEII 


CITIZEN 

Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 

! rou of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beepl 
t's from Citizen. One of the largest wqtch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 

Gold Plated 185 


PRENTICE'S: 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 











IN 1907 MARIA BAILEY MARRIED DICK HEAPS AND ON HIS RETIREMENT HE 
BUILT THE ISLAND HOME OF " HILLCREST" FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT 
FROM THE MELANESIAN MISSION AND THE CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON AND MADE A FINE ISLAND HOME. 


IN 1977 IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO ENJOY THE RELAXING AND HOMELY 
Atmosphere of an early island house by dining at 

Maria Heaps Restaurant 

NEXT TO THE HILLCREST HOTEL. TAYLOR’S ROAD - BETWIXT BURN PINE & KINGSTON 

WHERE YOU CAN DINE SIX DAYS IN A WEEK AND EACH TIME' BE OFFERED 
A DIFFERENT SELECTION OF ISLAND, PACIFIC OR INTERNATIONAL DISHES 

THE A LA CARTE MENU CHANGES DAILY 


Phone 2255 -- Open daily from 7 p.m. except Thursday - - Restaurant bar opens 6p.m. 

LIGHT HOT AND COLD LUNCHES - DAILY FROM NOON-1.30P.M. 


1978 

Norfolk 

Island 

Calendar 



_ The calendar makes a lovely gift - with 
charming line drawings of the Island 
by Bruce Treloar - worth keeping and 
framing. Now on sale at leading shops 
on Norfolk. 

If you’d like to have one air¬ 
mailed to Australia, send $3. 50 to 
Ruth Wiseman, P.O.Box 233. 


MISSION ROAD 


NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 


EIKI 


NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 


IN OUR LIBRARY 

FOR HIRE 


CONTACT OS FOR YOUR PROJECTOR & FILM, 


REQUIREMENTS 






SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-fri-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+A 


U. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 



MILTONS N DUnFREE C CENTRE E 



Point'n Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
FROM $39. mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point'n Shoot camera. 


UaBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 



SEIKO 

Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Charging the world's 
standaraof accuracy. 

TheSeiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Pigital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



AT LAST AUSTRALIANS HAVE ACCESS TO A NEW TREASURE-HOUSE OF 


NORFOLK 

TO MAKE SURE they had the facts 
about Norfolk Island quickly at hand 
during their mission to Australia, the 
delegation from the Island Council 
worked untold hours on a series of 
"fact sheets" to carry with them. 

Each fact sheet covered some 
particular aspect of Norfolk's situa¬ 
tion that is important in considering 
what kind of government should re¬ 
place the existing colonial-style ad¬ 
ministration. 

In this issue of The News we reprint 
most of the fact sheets, so that our 
readers can know what sort of informa¬ 
tion the delegation gave to people in 
Australia. 

Because of space limitations we 


FACTS 

have not reprinted five of the fact 
sheets. 

FACT SHEET: 

THE TRANSACTION BY WHICH THE 
PITCAIRNERS WERE GIVEN RIGHTS 
ON NORFOLK ISLAND BY THE BRIT¬ 
ISH GOVERNMENT (1856) 


The British government's penal 
colony on Norfolk Island was finally 
closed in ldS6. The government 
had therefore offered the Island to 
the community of 193 people on Pit¬ 
cairn Island, which was then a fully 
self-governing British possession. 

The terms of this offer, which was 
made with the authority of the Sec- 


FACT SHEET: 

| KEY DATES IN NORFOLK ISLAND 
HISTORY 


1774 Norfolk Island discovered by 
Captain James Cook. 

1788 Establishment of first convict 
settlement on Norfolk Island. 

1789 Mutiny aboard HMS "Bounty" 
in the South Pacific. 

1790 Mutineers and Tahitians settle 
on Pitcairn Island. 

1838 Pitcairn Islanders adopt laws 
for compulsory education and 
women’s suffrage (the first 
part of British Empire to do so). 

1847 British Government decides to 
close Norfolk Island as a penal 
settlement. 

1856 May 3... 193 members of Pit¬ 
cairn Island community accept 
offer of British Government to 
abandon Pitcairn in favour of 
Norfolk. 

June 8.. .Arrival of settlers at 
Norfolk Island aboard the 
" Morayshire ’. 

June 24, ..Order of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria in Council mak¬ 
ing Norfolk Island a "separate 
and distinct settlement" within 
the British Empire. 

1896 December.. .Viscount Hampden 
(Governor of Norfolk Island) ille¬ 
gally abolishes all Norfolk Island 
laws, proclaims new law* and 
appoints outside Chief Magistrate 
to reside on Norfolk Island. All 
powers of self-government lost. 

1897 January... Order in Council gives 
the Governor of New South Wales 
full power to administer Norfolk 
Island. 


1908 Governor Sir Harry Rawson requires 
Islanders resident in buildings at 
Kingston to relinquish all claim 
to their ownership or be evicted. 
Most families were evicted. 

1913 Norfolk Island Act passed allow¬ 
ing Australia to accept Norfolk 
Island as a territory. 

1914 Britain by Order in Council con¬ 
veys administration of Norfolk 
Island to Australia (see paper on 
Constitutional Relationship of 
Norfolk Island and Australia). 

1939/ World War 11. New Zealand 

45 troops stationed on Norfolk Island. 
Airport constructed. 

1960s Substantial growth of tourist in¬ 
dustry. 

1965/ Use of Norfolk Island by Aust 

72 ralians for income tax avoidance 
purposes. 

1975 May... Royal Commission estab¬ 
lished to enquire Into Norfolk 
Island’s relationship to Australia, 
and its future form of govern¬ 
ment. 

1976 March... The Berwick Case judg¬ 
ment. 

November... Royal Commission 
Report tabled in the Australian 
Parliament. 

1977 February... All eight elected 
Norfolk Island Councillors 
appeal to United Nations for 
protection against political 
integration of Norfolk Island 
into Australia without the con¬ 
sent of the Norfolk Island elect¬ 
orate. 

May... Solemn declarations by 
642 Norfolk Island electors favour 
a separate political status for 
Norfolk Island by a margin of 
947c to 67c. 
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retary of State for Colonies, and sub¬ 
sequently ratified by an Imperial Or¬ 
der in Council, were the following:- 
The Pitcairn people were given 
outright personal ownership of 
virtually all the land and build¬ 
ings on Norfolk Island, to be div¬ 
ided amongst themselves as they 
chose. A few public buildings 
such as the old gaol and some 
700 acres of land were to be re¬ 
served for the benefit of the com¬ 
munity as a whole. The Pitcairn¬ 
ers were to continue to elect their 
own public officials and make 
their own laws. 

To make this offer a reality Nor¬ 
folk Island was declared a distinct 
and separate British settlement. A 
governor was appointed as a link to 
the Crown. The first constitution 
was settled between the Governor 
and Island representatives, ensuring 
that the Islanders retained govern¬ 
ment as they had enjoyed on Pit¬ 
cairn. There was no procedure for 
the disallowance of any laws the 
people might make, excepting only 
by the Queen in Council. 

The documents describing die 
authorisation for, the terms of. and 
the acceptance and ratification of 
the offer made by the British gov¬ 
ernment to the Pitcairn Islanders are 
reproduced in the publication "Re¬ 
production of the Eleven Basic His- . 
torical Documents of the Pitcairn 
Settlers" (Norfolk Island, 1977). 

The significance and import of 
these documents was not consider¬ 
ed by the Royal Commission. 

On Norfolk Island, limited land 
grants were made to the original 
Pitcairn families and some of their 
descendants. Slightly less than half 
of the Island was granted in this way. 
The remainder still rests in the hands 
of die Crown. The agreement that 
the settlers would continue to be 
self-governing was observed (sub¬ 
ject to considerable interference by 
the Governor) until 1896 when it was 
illegally dishonoured by Governor 
Hampden. 


FACT SHEET: 

HOW NORFOLK ISLAND LOST SELF- 
GOVERNMENT in 1896 


The Governor of Norfolk Island 
was subject in his powers to the 
Rules and Regulations ordered by 
Queen Victoria in Council in 1866. 
These limited his law .-making and 
land-panting powers to actions 
which accorded with the "laws 
and usages" by which the Pitcairn 
people had governed themselves 







first on Pitcairn Island, and then 
on Norfolk Island. On November 
14, 1896 Governor Hampden, in 
violation of these Rules and Regu¬ 
lations, proclaimed the Island's 
constitution changed. 

The wordingof his proclamation 
makes no reference to these Regula¬ 
tions. 

The Norfolk Islanders protested 
through a petition to the Queen. 
However. Governor Hampden ad¬ 
vised the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies that Norfolk Island was in 
a shocking condition and the peti¬ 
tion was not acted upon. 

Contemporary accounts of Norfolk 
Island and a close examination of 
reports on which Governor Hampden 
based his bad opinion of the Island’s 
industry, orderliness and morals. 
Indicate clearly that the Island was 
in fact peaceful, well governed, 
and probably of as good moral tone 
as most parts of the British Empire 
at the time. 

In 1897 a new Order in Council 
gave Governcr Hampden officially 
the power he had usurped in 1896, 
but he did not use it to ratify his 
earlier actions. 

Norfolk Island has been without 
democratic government since 1896, 
being governed by overseas-appoint¬ 
ed Administrators and non-respon- 
sible legislators, first as a British 
Crown Colony until 1914, and as an 
Australian Crown Colony since that 
time. 

Britain handed Australia the right 
and the responsibility to administer 
Norfolk Island in 1914. 

The nature of the powers and obli¬ 
gations acquired by Australia in 
1914 wai described in a written le- 

f al opinion put to the Commission 
ut not analysed by the Commission. 


FACT SHEET: 

SOCIAL WELFARE PROVISION ON 
NORFOLK ISLAND 


The Norfolk Island community is 
small and tightly knit. The extended 
family is still a real force in the care 
of those in need. The support of the 
community and of neighbours is not 
only reliable but constant. There is 
no analogy between the social prob¬ 
lems of urban Australia and those of 
rural Norfolk; on Norfolk Island loneli¬ 
ness and crime are virtually unknown. 
These facts notwithstanding, the com¬ 
munity provides considerable direct 
aid from its own resources. Because 
Norfolk Island is a small community, 
the circumstances of all persons requir¬ 
ing aid are known individually and 


their needs anticipated. 

MEDICAL CARE 

The Island operates and pays for its 
own hospital under a fully qualified 
government medical officer and 
nursing staff. The Island pays for 
people in need of hospital or medical 
services who do not have sufficient 
means to pay. (This includes all 
people receiving "special allowances"). 

The hospital also serves as a home 
for old people who require more or 
less permanent care. There is a visit¬ 
ing nurse service. 

Most Islanders belong to one or other 
of the medical benefit funds of Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The Island provides a dental service 
(free for school children) with a fully 
qualified dentist. 

EDUCATION 

The Island runs and pays for its own 
school and education programme. 
Throughout this century the Island has 
enjoyed the services of the New South 
Wales Education Department which 
has provided teachers an d-ewpert help. 
The school follows toe New South 
Wales curriculum to School Certifi¬ 
cate level; scholarships are avail¬ 
able fcr further education and for 
trade courses in Australia, New Z.. al¬ 
and and elsewhere. 

AGE BENEFITS 

Aged people in need, irrespective 
of their capital assets, receive a 
"special allowance" of $25 per week. 
The system of making the allowance 
available is administrative in that 
such payments are not made by virtue 
of any local Ordinance. Nonetheless it 
is highly effective. 

The Norfolk Island Council has de¬ 
clared its policy of extending the 
categories of welfare need and of 
raising the level of assistance to 70- 
100^ of mainland welfare rates. 

This policy is being actively imple¬ 
mented on a gradual basis as the 
Island's finances permit. It is be¬ 
lieved that the ability to disburse 
such benefits is undoubted if the 
Island's tourist economy is allowed 
to develop as at present. 

OTHER 

Vhe Wives and Mothers Club 
operates 3 pre-school centre at 
its own expense, and has raised the 
funds for its own building which 
opened recently. 

Many other needs of the commun¬ 
ity are met by service clubs. Nor¬ 
folk Island has branches cf the Lions, 
Rotary, Country Women's Associa¬ 
tion, Red Cross, Far West, Scouts 
and Guides. It also has local asso- 
; ciations such as the Sunshine Club 
(hospital auxiliary), Parents and 
Citizens (which gives exceptional 
support to the school), and Council 


of Youth which provides a Youth 
Club with sports and social program¬ 
mes. 


FACT SHEET: 

ECONOMIC POSITION OF NORFOLK 
ISLAND - NORFOLK ISLAND PAYS ITS 
OWN WAY 


The Norfolk Island Public Account 
showed a net surplus of $A94, 483 for 
the 1976-1977 financial year (see attach¬ 
ed statements of Revenue and Expend¬ 
iture from the Norfolk Island Govern¬ 
ment Gazette), 

Norfolk Island pays for all its own 
education, health, hospital, welfare, 
works, police, administration and 
all other internal services; it runs its 
own self-sufficient undertakings for 
electricity, lighterage (for shipping) 
and telephones. 

Norfolk Island receives a grant of 
$A126, 000 from the Australian govern¬ 
ment. The majority of this money 
is spent on expenditures required for 
carrying out the Australian govern¬ 
ment's own policies which are not 
related to local Island needs. 

In considering whether Norfolk Isl¬ 
and represents a net cost to the Aust¬ 
ralian taxpayer, or whether on the 
contrary Australia is a net benefici¬ 
ary from Norfolk Island, it is necess¬ 
ary to consider the benefits accruing 
to each side. A balance sheet of 
major items is as follows; - 
Benefits flowing from Australia to 
- Wfift 13553" - 

Annual grant of $A126, 000 

Protection by Australian defence 
forces and treaties. 

Diplomatic representation and the 
use of Australian passports. 

Use of Australian coinage and the 
Australian banking system. 

Availability of Australian High 
Court for appeals from the Norfolk 
Island Supreme Court. 

Availability of specialist know¬ 
ledge with regard to plant, diseases, 
conservation, archives etc. 

Assistance in drafting laws. 

Supervision of Island administra¬ 
tion by an eleven-person group in 
Canberra. 

Mercy medical flights by R.A.A.F. 
hercules aircraft. 

Periodic inspection of accounts by 
Auditor-General's Department. 

Screening and selection of Island 
doctor, dentist and senior administra¬ 
tion officials. 

Benefits flowing from Norfolk Island 
to Australia 

Norfolk Island is - 

An essential base for the collec- 
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tion of meteorological data for 
Australian and Pacific weather fore¬ 
casts. 

An Australian-controlled airport 
and international air-navigation 
facility; an element in Australia's 
international air agreements. 

A potential defence outpost be¬ 
yond mainland Australia. 

A foreign exchange earner for 
Australia (estimated $NZ3, 000, 000 
per annum). 

Site of national heritage buildings 
and township linked with early 
Australian history. 

An economic zone covering the 
resources of the Sea and die seabed 
of over 321, 000 sq. km. around Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

We believe that the benefits ex¬ 
tracted from Norfolk Island by Aust¬ 
ralia far outweigh any commitment, 
monetary or otherwise, made by 
Australia to Norfolk Island, past or 
present. 

FACT SHEET: 

TAXATION AVOIDANCE BY AUST¬ 
RALIANS USING NORFOLK ISLAND 


Evidence was given before the Royal 
Commission on Norfolk Island, and no¬ 
where contradicted, that in the early 
1960s the Australian government adopt¬ 
ed a policy of permitting Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to be developed as a tax haven. 

It appears to have been thought that 
such a development would benefit the 
Island and would facilitate the flow 
of overseas capital into Australia. 

Between 1965 and 1972 Norfolk 
Island was attractive to a variety of 
Australian companies and individuals 
because it offered legal ways of mini¬ 
mising Australian income tax. In 1972 
the government announced its inten¬ 
tion to end this situation by legisla¬ 
tion; such legislation was passed in 
1973, retrospective to the date of the 
announcement. 

The Royal Commission made a find¬ 
ing that this law had been effective 
in putting an end to income tax avoid¬ 
ance. The Minister responsible for 
Norfolk Island. Senator Withers, dur¬ 
ing his visit to Norfolk Island in June 
1977 said in an interview that to the 
best of his knowledge the use of Nor¬ 
folk Island as an Income tax haven 
had been eradicated. 

Norfolk Island can still be attract¬ 
ive to Australians wishing to'avoid or 
minimise stamp and/or gift duty, and 
imposts payable on death, but in these 
respects the position of Norfolk Island 
must be compared to alternative means 


of achieving these ends within Aust¬ 
ralia. In the case of death duties, 
the decision of the Queensland govern¬ 
ment to abolish death duties from 
January 1977' has an immensely great¬ 
er impact, and in the case of stamp 
duties resort to the Australian Capi¬ 
tal Territory and the Northern Terri¬ 
tory is likely to be of far greater sig¬ 
nificance. 

The Australian government has 
control of the laws of Norfolk Island. 

At present there is no local control. 
The continuation of any avoidance 
activity is therefore under the legis¬ 
lative control of the government of 
Australia. Acts by Australians in 
accordance with Australian-controlled 
laws are not matters for which the 
people of Norfolk Island can be held 
responsible. 

The protection of the Australian 
revenue is an Australian problem un¬ 
der Australian control, and not one 
for which Norfolk Island can be 
"blamed”. It is ridiculous to suggest 
that the Nimmo Report be implement¬ 
ed to solve a tax problem. 


FACT SHEET: 


Interviewer; "What you said was - 
'My only interest is to do what the 
people of Norfolk Island want and 
what is best for them'. * 

Sen. Withers; "Yes.” 

from an interview with Sen. 
Withers on Norfolk Island... 
recalling a statement by him 
on radio broadcast of previous 
day. 

WHAT NORFOLK ISLANDERS WANT ; 
T. Norfolk Islanders want no change 
in the status of their Island without a 
full and open discussion and analysis 
of the economic, social and political 
implications of any suggested change. 
We believe that no just cause can be 
compromised by such an approach. 

2. Norfolk Islanders want no change 
in status of their Island without the 
freely given consent of the majority 
of the Islanders. 

3. Norfolk Islanders want the rejec¬ 
tion of the major recommendations 
of the Nimmo Report as a totally in¬ 
adequate basis for determining the 
future of the Island. 

4. Norfolk Islanders want the posi¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island at internation¬ 
al law examined before the United 
Nations. 

5. Norfolk Islanders want the help 
of the Australian government in 
establishing democratic internal 
self-government for Norfolk 
Island. 

November 1977 


FACT SHEET: 


NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL'S PRO¬ 
POSALS FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERN¬ 
MENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 


"We believe that the desire of 
the majority (on Norfolk Island) is 
to maintain a strong link with Aust¬ 
ralia, but to have a much greater 
say in their own affairs. For this 
reason we would submit that the 
future status of Norfolk Island and 
its constitutional relationship with 
Australia remain as it presently is, 
but, say, that far greater respon¬ 
sibility and government should go 
to Norfolk Island”. 

Mr. Cedric Hampson Q.C., 

Counsel assisting the Royal 
Commission, written summing 
up of the Commission hearings, 
March. 1976. 

The Norfolk Island Council has 
put forward a plan for democratic 
government on Norfolk Island for 
discussion with the Australian gov¬ 
ernment. The major points of this 
plan include - 

- Residents of Norfolk Island to take 
the principal part in determining 
the Island's political future. 

- A Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly of elected members who hold 
office for three years. 

- -The Legislative Assembly to have 
power to make laws for die peace, 
order and good government of 
Norfolk Island, and to be respon¬ 
sible for the raising and expending 
of revenue on Norfolk Island. 

- The Commonwealth of Australia to 
maintain a presence on Norfolk 
Island, having regard to Common¬ 
wealth concerns, but at their own 
expense. 

- The Commonwealth of Australia 
to be responsible, on behalf of 
Norfolk Island, for matters of for¬ 
eign affairs and defence. 

- That liaison-be maintained at all 
times between the Commonwealth 
of Australia and Norfolk Island. 

- That the Commonwealth of Aust¬ 
ralia sight the estimates of the 
Legislative Assembly, and audit 
its accounts. 

- That this programme be developed 
in accordance with a firm time¬ 
table to be agreed between the 
Norfolk Island Council and the 
Commonwealth government. 

- That progress in the implementa¬ 
tion of these proposals be the sub¬ 
ject of major review after five 
years. 
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FACT SHEET: 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT 
of 1976(THE "NIMMO REPORT") 


The terms of reference given to 
the Commissioner, Sir John Nimmo 
(May 1975) were - 

.. to make enquiry into and re¬ 
port and make recommendations 
on: 

(1) The future status of Norfolk 
Island and its constitutional re¬ 
lationship to Australia; 

(2) The most appropriate form 

of administration for Norfolk Island 
if its constitutional position were 
changed." 

The Royal Commission Report was 
tabled in the Australian Parliament 
in November, 1976. On December 
16 1976, the government announced 
its intention to undertake responsibil¬ 
ity for maintaining Norfolk Island 
as a viable community. 

The major recommendations of the 
Report, therefore, are the following - 
Recommendation 3. That residents 
of Norfolk Island be included in 
the electorate of Canberra in the 
Australian Capital Territory for 
the purpose of giving them repre¬ 
sentation in the Commonwealth 
Parliament. 

Recommendation 33. That all 


social security, all pension and 
medical, hospital and other health 
benefits dispensed by the Common¬ 
wealth government be extended 
to residents of Norfolk Island. 
Recommendation 39. That citi¬ 
zens in Norfolk Island be made 
liable to the same levels of taxa¬ 
tion and other imposts as apply 
in the Australian Capital Territory, 
Recommendation 71. That in or- 
der to give effect to the implica¬ 
tions of the decision in the Ber¬ 
wick Case S. 14 of the Norfolk 
Island Act~ 1957-1963 be amended 
to provide for all Commonwealth 
legislation, past or future, affect¬ 
ing Australia generally be hence¬ 
forth applicable to Norfolk Island 
unless the contrary is expressly 
stated. 

These four Recommendations are 
identified in ordinary speech with 
"the Nimmo Report", and support 
for or opposition to these four 
Recommendations. 


FACT SHEET: 

THE UNACCEPTABLE ERRORS OF 
THE -NIMMO REPORT 


"A former Secretary-General of 
the South Pacific Commission warn¬ 
ed yesterday that the Federal Gov¬ 


ernment proposals for Norfolk Island 
can well be labelled genocide - the 
destruction of a community." 

Sydney Morning herald, August 
1977, quoting evidence of 
Mr. W. Forsyth before the 
Senate Committee on Australia's 
Commitment to the South Pacific 
Region. 

The Nimmo Report is Fallacious 
1. The Nimmo Report declared 
that Norfolk Island costs Aust¬ 
ralia $2. 5 million per annum. 
This is untrue. This figure in¬ 
cludes a $750, 000 subsidy to 
Qantas Airlines which was never 
paid, and $435, 700 for "services" 
provided by the Department of 
Labour and Immigration and the 
Australian Department of Edu¬ 
cation: neither Department 
provides services to the Island. 
Almost all the items listed in 
the Nimmo accounting are either 
in error or contentious. 

The facts are that the total Aust¬ 
ralian contribution to the cost of 
administering Norfolk Island has 
been $126, 000 a year for the last 
three years. In addition, the 
Government pays the cost of 
maintaining its own installations 
on the Island, including the air¬ 
port and meteorological station. 
The Government is also financing 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEaSANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING - 

LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND . 
MEMORABLE. 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 
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the restoration of historic build¬ 
ings on the recommendation of 
the National Trust. 

2. The Nimmo Commission, after an 
allegedly wide-ranging inquiry, 
declared that there was no sub¬ 
stance to claims concerning the 
rights of Pitcairners resulting from 
their settlement of Norfolk Island 
in 1856. The Commission did. 
not consider historical facts, sub¬ 
sequently documented, showing 
that the British Government 
agreed to give the Pitcairners sub¬ 
stantially the whole of Norfolk 
Island. 

The Nimmo Report is Unjust 

1. ' The Report does not comment 

on Australia's obligations to Nor¬ 
folk which are those of a trustee, 
not those of an owner (see legal 
opinion of Messrs. R.J. Ellicott, 
Q.C., and Mr. M.H. McLelland, 

Q. C. in the paper on Norfolk 
Island's Constitutional Relation¬ 
ship to Australia). 

This aspect of the constitional 
relationship needs to be examined 
and reported on* 

2. The Nimmo Report makes no 
comment whatsoever on the 
rights of Norfolk Island under 

the Charter of the United Nations. 
These rights must be examined 
and reported on. 

3. The Minister responsible for Nor¬ 
folk Island has stated publicly 
that the wishes of the Island's 
residents are paramount in his 
thinking. These wishes are known. 

In May 1977, 71% of the electors 
voluntarily signed a solemn declara¬ 
tion rejecting the Nimmo proposals 
by 94% to 6% (see separate paper). 

If this measurement of the resid¬ 
ents' wishes is not acceptable, a 
more reliable measurement should 
be made. 

The Nimmo Report is Destructive 

T. Tourism is critical to the Norfolk 
Island economy. Principally be¬ 
cause of tourism the Island economy 
has developed to a point of reason¬ 
able self-sufficiency. 

A major factor in the Island's success 
as a tourist resort has been the abil¬ 
ity to provide reasonably priced 
holidays for Australians and New 
Zealanders. In the view of the 
Norfolk Island Council, if the 
Island were forced to operate under 
Australian taxes and wage structures 
coupled with increased coastal shipp¬ 
ing freight rates and loss of dealer 
franchises, the scale of the tourist 
industry would seriously diminish, 
thus destroying the self-sufficiency 
of the Island. It is conceivable in 
such circumstances that any act of 
integration of Norfolk Island into 


Australia would force Islanders into 
a position of dependence on Aust¬ 
ralian welfare. 

The Nimmo Report contains no 
analysis of how its main recommen¬ 
dations would affect either the 
Island’s economy in general, or 
the tourist industry in particular. 
Investigation of these matters is 
imperative. 

2. The Nimmo Report contains no 
analysis of how its main recommen¬ 
dations would affect Island traditions 
of family and community self-help. 
The Government has made no such 
study. The great majority of 
Islanders believe that change in 
these traditions is undesirable and 
would erode community values. 

3. Norfolk Island is a small island 
of 3, 500 ha. A stable economy 
demands that immigration be con¬ 
trolled. The Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions may end the Island's ability 
to control Immigration. The Gov¬ 
ernment has made no study of the 
consequences of a loss of immigra¬ 
tion control, or how control could 
be maintained. 


FACT SHEET: 

NORFOLK ISLAND TOTALLY OPPOSED 
TO NIMMO RECOMMENDATIONS 
■SOLEMN DECLARATION' POLL 


On examination of the Nimmo Re¬ 
port the Norfolk Island Council con¬ 
sidered that the Report's major 
recommendations were of revolution¬ 
ary significance for the Norfolk Island 
community. 

In consequence they believed that 
a referendum of the Island people was 
essential before any implementation 
of the Report's proposals. 

A request for a referendum to the 
Minister was rejected as "time con¬ 
suming and costly”. (In fact, a 
referendum of Norfolk Island could 
be carried out within six weeks at a 
cost of about $300.) 

The Minister failed to respond to 
further requests from the Council for 
a referendum to be held. 

In the face of this continual refu¬ 
sal, a group of citizens determined 
to obtain a clear view of public opin¬ 
ion. On May 14, 1977 they called at 
every household on Norfolk Island so 
far as they were able, and offered 
electors a chance voluntarily to sign 
on either side of the following declare- 

" DECLARATION 

For over 150 years it has been the 
custom on Pitcairn and then on 
Norfolk Island to decide important 
questions involving our community 


by putting these questions to a 
vote and abiding by the wish of 
the majority. 

In keeping with that custom, 1 
solemnly declare that: 


I support the Nim¬ 
mo Report. I wish 
Norfolk Island to 
become joined into 
Australia and 1 
wish to accept the 
system of laws, 
benefits and tax¬ 
es that applies in 
Aus tralla. 


I support the Nor¬ 
folk Island Coun¬ 
cil, and I wish 
Norfolk Island to 
remain a distinct 
and separate Terri¬ 
tory of Australia 
with its own sys¬ 
tem of laws, bene¬ 
fits and taxes. 


On that day, and in the succeeding 
weeks, some 649 signed declarations 
were collected on strict conditions of 
neutrality and impartiality. The results 
were checked against the electoral roll, 
which had last been drawn up for Coun¬ 
cil elections in July, 1976, and in addi¬ 
tion, persons of Pitcairn descent were 
noted separately. The results were * 


On elect¬ 
oral roll 
Entitled to 
be oh roll 
but not on 
1976 roll 


25 14 

39- 


PRO 

COUNCIL 

y 

8 9 

3 r 

191 390 

26 46 


217 386 


Informal (conditional agreement, 
illegible) 11 


In the absence of a current electoral 
roll it is not possible to say the exact 
size of the electorate, but it is approx¬ 
imately 900, On this basis; 

71% of all electors signed the declara¬ 
tion 

67% of all electors declared them¬ 
selves pro-Council 
4% of all electors declared them¬ 
selves pro-Nimmo 


Of those who signed the declaration: 
94% were pro-Council 
6% were pro-Nimmo 
and of Pitcairn-descended people who 
signed the declaration 
90% were pro-Council 
10% were pro-Nimmo 
On Tuesday, June 7, while visiting 
Norfolk Island, the Minister, Senator 
Withers, was presented with the results 
of the Declaration and the original 
Declaration forms, by Councillor Blu- 
cher, President of Committees. On 
Thursday. June 9, Senator Withers in 
an interview with press declared the 
Declarations to be "totally completely 
and utterly valueless." 
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Norfolk 


QUOTING St. Paul -- "Don’t get 
drunk on wine, get drunk on the 
Holy Spirit" -- Anns Swift talked 
gently about her work on Norfolk -- 
her two Ladies’ Bible study groups, 
Sunday school class and her 40- 
minute sessions with ten-year-olds 
at our Central School on Tuesday 
mornings. 

Tm not officially a lay preacher, ” 
she says - "really you have to take 
a course and pass exams. But we 
had a spell at the Methodist Church 
when one of our ministers was away 
sick. We had been filling in with 
anyone who was willing and able. 

I was asked if I would take one Sun¬ 
day sermon, and 1 loved it. The 
first time was at the Womens’ World 
Day of Prayer service about five 
years ago on Norfolk. It is thrilling 
and very fulfilling. 

"1 came from a deeply Christian 
background. I didn't pay much at¬ 
tention -- not really until I came 
here. There was no particular mo¬ 
ment, not a bright light that sudden¬ 
ly shone, there was a challenge that 
was repeated. There was a gradual 
coming to a relationship and an 
awareness of the relationship. I 
felt I had found something that was 
for me personally -- not just a form 
of relief or busy work." 

One would think Anne had had ex- . 
tensive voice training, which she 
has not. Her voice is so melodic, 
well modulated and projects so well. 
She obtains an almost immediate 
rapport with her audience - and it's 
definitely a two-way empathy. She 
is inspired and this has a potent 
effect. 

"Speaking in public was one of the 
last things 1 ever thought of doing. 

But it is exciting. The first time I 
was shaking like a leaf. I took my 
notes to the pulpit with me, being 
sure I'd have to read from them. 

I didn't have to look at them at all. 
There is something -- I have felt it. 

It doesn't have anything to do with 
me --it Is just something that God 
does." 

Arne has a lot of studying and prepar¬ 
ation to do now with her four classes 
which meet weekly and her occasion¬ 
al Sunday preaching. She is delight¬ 
ed with the way the 10-year-old 
children at the school are responding. 
Part of the school curriculum, classes 
are taken by the Church of England 
and Methodist-Uniting Church Minis¬ 
ters or their assistants. (If a parent 
objects, a child is not obliged to 



take religious instruction.) 

"For most of the year I've been 
telling them about the rather rousing 
Old Tes tamenr stories. In the last 
two or three weeks I've felt I ought 
to get more to the point where Jesus 
is a real person to them - one who 
relates to their own lives." 

Anne and John Swift's home, snugg¬ 
led high up in the bush area of Mt. 
Bates and Mt. Pitt, would be a per¬ 
fect place to live and to study. It 
is absolutely tranquil. There is a 
stillness that is hard to find any¬ 
where in the world. 

John had always looked forward to 
die day when he didn't have to live to 
a clock. He built their lovely home, 
with its Norfolk pine panelling and 
heavy-beamed ceilinged living room, 
with the assistance of a carpenter. 

He and Anne are aiming, as are so 
many of us, for self-sufficiency on 
their property. John is busy farming 
and is also the breadmaker. There 
were two gorgeous loaves of whole¬ 
meal bread cooling on a kitchen 
bench. 

Anne and John's interest in Norfolk 
Island was aroused by Alan Wicker's 
T.V. "Dowi -Under" series back in 
the 19S0s. Seeing the segment on 
Norfolk Island in their Yorkshire 
home, they felt it was just the place 
for them and their family. They 
wrote immediately for information 
and found, to their delight, it would 
be possible for them to settle here. 
They purchased a home before their 
arrival and came in on an enter and 
remain permit, with their youngest 
son. (They are residents now.) One 
son had married just before their 
departure. He and another son stay¬ 
ed in England. They have a little 
granddaughter in England whom they 
are longing to see and two grand¬ 
sons in Sydney. 

"Actually, I owe my life I think to 
pty younger son, Keith," Ante relates. 
"He married a Norfolk girl and lives 
in Sydney with her and their two 


VING 

sons. About three and a half years 
ago I went down with a long illness. 

I didn't know what it was. Dr. 

Smith suspected a brain tumour. He 
rushed me over to Sydney where I 
had all sorts of tests. I was in hospi¬ 
tal for three or four months. I 
steadily went downhill and was lit¬ 
erally dying. I had gone down to 
seven stone. 

'Keith said, 'We can't let this 
happen to Mum.' He got one of the 
elders from his Church who believed 
in Divine healing. He laid his hands 
on my head and asked the Lord to 
heal me. A week later my special¬ 
ist said the encephalograph showed 
nothing. Previously, my husband 
had been told the tumour was too 
deep-seated for surgery, and that 
radium treatments would leave me 
a vegetable. The healing power of 
God had come through someone else. 

I can't help wondering why people 
don't worship God, when they see 
the wonderful things he does. ” 

In response to the question about 
the nihilism which seems to exist in 
many of the developed countries to¬ 
day, Anne said she believes the Lord's 
return is close. 

'These are exciting days to live in, 
although the fulfillment of His prophes¬ 
ies themselves are frightening. The 
lawlessness, high-jacking, horrible 
kinds of violence. We know this 
kind of thing would be, because God 
saw how men would deteriorate when 
they shut Him out. All I can say is 
that it's God's timetable --the next 
thing is the Lord's return. ” 

Theologian Sam Keen, in his ex¬ 
cellent work on Gabriel Marcel, says 
that the “dis-ease'' of modern man 
arises out of his own effort to organ - 
ise the world around himself. "The 
spirit of abstraction and the spirit 
of possession are the foundation- 
stones of that prison which the ego 
builds for itself, " he writes. "In 
order to make concrete approaches 
to being, we must find ways by 
which the ego may break out of its 
self-imposed prisonment and enter 
into fully personal relationships. " 

The first requirement for such re¬ 
lationships is what Marcel calls 
"spiritual availability." 

Anne Swift was obviously 'Spirit¬ 
ually available", and is an out¬ 
standing example of the strength 
that can come from religious con¬ 
viction. We are fortunate to have 
her on Norfolk; don't miss a chance 
to hear her. 
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EGGS IN CURRIED SALMON 
Cooked quartered eggs add flavour 
and nourishment to this fish lunch¬ 
eon dish. 

2 oz butter or margerine 
2 oz plain flour 
1 dessertspoon courry 

1 dessertspoon curry powder (or 
more) . 

1 to 2 tspns vinegar 

2 cups milk . 

8 oz tin pink salmon 

Melt margerine, add flour, salt, 
pepper, curry powder. Blend, cook 
for one minute, add milk, stir un¬ 
til mixture boils and thickens, add 
vinegar. Flake the drained salmon, 
fold into sauce. Taste for flavour. 
Cut eggs in quarters, carefully fold 
in without breaking. Cover, heat 
over low heat but do not boil. 

Serve on boiled rice or toast. 


CHICKEN AND RICE SALAD 


(Ideal buffet dish) 

Rice, chilled and marinated in 
French dressing, mixes with this re¬ 
freshing salad to make it go fur¬ 
ther. 

1 lb rice 

2 3-lb chickens 

i cup French dressing 
1 cup mayonaise 
1/3 cup light cream 
1 cup cubed cucumber 
3/4 cup thinly sliced onion 
1 cup shredded red and green cap¬ 
sicum 

Cook rice in plenty of boiling, 
salted water until tender, drain, 
rinse, drain again, then dry. Re¬ 
frigerate in covered dish. 

Cook chickens with flavouring as 
liked. When cooked cool, cut in 
chunks, refrigerate in covered con¬ 
tainer. (This preparation could be 
done the day before if required.) 

Toss rice in French dressing the 
night before and pop it in the 
fridge. Mix mayonaise, salt, pep¬ 
per, add cream gradually, add 
chicken, replace in dish and re¬ 
frigerate until required. Before ser¬ 
ving combine rice and chicken, 
add capsicums, onion and cucum¬ 
ber. 


Don't forget to mulch roses as the 
weather is sure to be warm for the 
next few months - with some rain, 
we hope! 

Next to rain, the hoe is best for 
keeping your ground turned during 
summer months so as to get the best 
of whatever showers there are. This 
is just as important to flower as well 
as vegetable gardens. Unless you have 
a sprinkler and an abundance of water, 
always water plants in cool of the 
evening. 

When pulling rhubarb at this time 
of year, be careful not to expose the 
centre of crown to hot sun. This is 
very damaging to plants. 

If pulling carrots, remember to 
firm the soil around those which 
could have been disturbed. 

Just as a precaution, give gerberas 
and geraniums a spray against rust. 

I find Zineb as good as most sprays. 

Give all daisy plants a light prun¬ 
ing. Snip off all dead flower heads 
of any plants unless you are saving 
these for seeds. Besides being shabby 
looking, they are using up growth 
of the plants which would be of more 
benefit to new erowth. 


From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 

§ ish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
Llhi... taro... fresh green beans... corn on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice. . .Island- 
style pot roast. . . baked chicken. .. guava, banana and 
' passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 

restaurant with a beautiful view 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 


Op«n six nights a week - dinner $5 except for 
* ** y the famous Island Baked Dinner Friday ($8). 
V' Enjoy the family smorgasbord-and-film on 

I ■&} Sunday- both $5. Norfolk Rotary meets here 
Jjf Thursday - members only. 


JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM the post office 
'd/r TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
~ TELEPHONE 2186 COMFORTABLY IN . 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 
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WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


WHILE THE SWING to white wines 
is still news I thought it an idea to 
take a look at the words we will 
find on the labels and what they ate 
meant to convey. 

Like reds, whites are variously 
named after the regions whose style 
they follow (generic) or the grapes 
from which they are made (varie¬ 
tal). 

Moselle is our most popular still 
white wine and takes its name from 
the style which originated in the 
Mosel valley of Germany. (For some 
odd reason we use the French spell¬ 
ing of the river’s name.) It is a 
slightly sweet wine made by stop¬ 
ping fermentation before all the 
grape sugar has been consumed by 
the yeast. 

Two other generic styles in the 
same general category take their 
names from French regions, Sau- 
ternes and Graves, but neither is en¬ 
joying a great deal of current popu¬ 
larity at our end of die world. 

Chablls is a district in France which 
gives its name to a distinctive dry 


white style. Some good examples 
are produced in Australia and des¬ 
erve greater popularity. 

White Burgundy takes its name 
from that famous region in the south 
of France and like its red cousin is 
a dry wine. In Australia the popu¬ 
lar grape used is Semilion and the 
wine made from it benefits from a 
short period in oak casks before bot¬ 
tling and, like reds, the best im¬ 
prove with age but rarely keep im¬ 
proving to the same extent. 

Lexia carries a varietal name, 
that of a grape also known as Star 
of Alexandria which has long been 
important in the dried fruits indust¬ 
ry. It makes a wine a little less 
sweet than Moselle and is a very 
pleasant accompaniment to fish 
or curries. 

The word Reisling on an Austra¬ 
lian label generally suggests a dry 
wine although the grape is the main¬ 
stay of white wines, dry or sweet. 
Perhaps it would be better if all ma¬ 
kers followed the lead of a few who 
label their dry wines "ReislingHock" 
denoting a dry wine after the Ger¬ 
man style. In any case, it is a 
style which drinks well young, al¬ 
beit a little acid, but at its best 
will improve for some years in the 
bottle. 


A notable exception to Reisling 
labels occurs when the wine mak¬ 
ers choose to produce a Spatiese 
style. The addition of this word 
(it's German, pronounced spat-lez- 
er, and means the grapes were 
very late picked) indicates a sweet 
white of superior quality. Because 
the harvesting is left until the last 
practical moment the grapes, 
though somewhat shrunken, have 
developed a maximum natural su¬ 
gar which, in turn, permits a long¬ 
er fermentation period yet still re¬ 
tains the sweetness. The result is a 
finer, more delicate wine but be¬ 
cause its making depends on con¬ 
tinued dry but not frosty weather 
it is one few wineries can produce 
each year. 

The remaining varietal name of 
importance would be Traminer or 
Gewurtz traminer, a grape mostly 
associated with Alsace and spicy 
wines with a "floral" nose. It has 
been somewhat slow in catching 
on in Australia but plantings are 
increasing and, personally, I'm 
looking forward to seeing more of 
it. 

Footnote for weight-watchers : The 
sugar content of most Australian 

"sweet" whites is not much more 

than one half of one percent. 


solar hoi mez -under siooo all \m 



♦ COMPLETE UNIT COSTS ONLY 
$875 DELIVERED TO YOU 

♦ SMALLER SINGLE-PANEL UNIT 
AVAILABLE FOR SMALLER HOMES 
AND FLATS 


"SOLAhART" ARE THE BEST-SEL¬ 
LING, BEST-PERFORMING SOLAR 
UNITS MADE IN AUSTRALIA. 

♦INCLUDES DOUBLE SOLAR PAN¬ 
ELS, EACH 40 SQUARE FEET 

♦INCLUDES NORFOLK-ACCEPT¬ 
ABLE ELECTRIC HOT WATER 
HEATER AS BOOSTER DURING 
CLOUDY SEASONS 

♦ INCLUDES FOAM-INSULATED 
66-GALLON STORAGE TANK ' 


♦ SEPARATE PANELS AVAILABLE 
FOR ONLY $225 TO CONVERT 
YOUR GAS OR BRAEMAR HEATER 
TO SOLAR/FUEL-BOOSTED 

♦ PAYS FOR ITSELF OVER A FEW 
YEARS - QUICKER AS GAS AND 
FREIGHT COSTS GO UP 

♦ GET A DESCRIPTIVE COLOUR 
BROCHURE AND FULL INFORMA¬ 
TION FROM LENNIE CHRIST1AN- 
BAILEY - WRITE OR PHONE 2380 



Both the 300L and 160L Solahart solar hot 
water systems come complete with a 5 year 
warranty (with 12 months on electrical items 
as shown on the warranty card). But with 
Solahart. you can confidently expect many years 
of trouble free operation. Every unit is factory 
tested to 5 times it s working pressure. We don’t 
like to boast, but many of our units are still in 
operation after more than 20 years in service. 

So you can be sure that with Solahart, you've 
got a system that’s built to last with the 
back up of a company that’s been in business for 
over 75 years. 
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EVERY MAN and his dog must have 
been in the vicinity of Rawson hall 
on Monday 10th October. It was a 
glorious sunny day for the 1977 Agri¬ 
cultural & Horticultural Society's 
Silver Jubilee Show. At 1,30pm 
a large crowd gathered outside the 
hall to hear His honour the Adminis¬ 
trator officially open the Show. 

Then there was a rush inside to wand¬ 
er round the exhibits and to see who 
the prize winners were. A total of 
2 . 607 exhibits were on display, and 
what a magnificent display. Each 
year the standard and quality of the 
exhibits seem to'go higher and high¬ 
er which, 1 imagine, would make 
the task of the various judges very 
difficult. 


visiting floral judge 


Mrs. Sue Nivison, wife of the 
cattle judge, assisted with the judg¬ 
ing of the Floral Art section. She 
said she particularly enjoyed herself 


and thought the standard of the ex¬ 
hibits was really good. Mrs. Nivison 
has been judging Floral Art at Country 
Shows for "more years than she'd care 
to remember", according to her hus¬ 
band: She has also been a steward 
in this section at the Royal Sydney 
Show. Prizewinners I noticed in¬ 
cluded Coral Vercoe, Enid Clarke, 
Mrs. Conway and Vera Hunt. 

Mrs. Hunt's arrangement of foliage 
particularly caught my eye. 


super arts & crafts 


This year there seemed to be 
many more exhibits in the Arts & 
Crafts section. Wouldn't have mind¬ 
ed running away with Bill Hart's 
colonial styled chairs! Gil Hitch 
must have spent many hours, too, 
creating a model of the convict pri¬ 
son building at Kingston. There 
were many beautiful items in the 
sewing, knitting, embroidering 


and crochetting sections. I'm not 
going to mention any more names 
as I can't remember everyone.' 

The Photography section created 
a good deal of interest - there were 
some super photographs. Trevor 
Calder's-coloured photographs caught 
my eye - I particularly liked the 
close-up of a creek. Fanny Christian 
was cleverly caught in action by 
Max Hobbins* camera as he.used his 
chainsaw to cut down a tree. Leigh 
Coles and Joyce Dyer were also 
successful in the Photography section 
with Joyce gaining the highest number 
of points. 


Jubilee medallions 


There were two special prizes to be 
won this year - two Silver Jubilee 
medallions; one for the N.I. Crafts 
section and the other to be won in 
the N.I. Cooking section, Mrs. Mary 
Nobbs won the Crafts section and 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ? Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St.. Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unillnes, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Ngaire Douran was successful with 
her range of N.l. cooking. I think 
these sections are probably of particu¬ 
lar interest to the tourists as it gives 
them an opportunity to see some of 
the skills handed down from those who 
came from Pitcairn. 

Mrs.' Gordie Beveridge woti the spe¬ 
cial perpetual trophy - a Silver Jubilee 
urn - for the most number of points 
gained and Ngaire Douran won a fur¬ 
ther prize for the greatest number of 
exhibits entered. 

There must have been no doubt at 
all as to which item would be judged 
the best exhibit in the hall. This 
trophy was won by Jim Anderson for 
his electric organ. Fancy having 
the patience to tackle such a pro¬ 
ject all by hand. It was really sup¬ 
erb and what a thrill Jim must have 
received as he heard it being played 
by Sharon Sandstrom. Guess Jim’s 
next project is to learn to play the 
instrument himself! 

the best riders 


I know I haven't told you about 
everything inside the hall - (you’ll 
just have to come and have a look 
next year!), but I'd better tell you a 
little of the stiff competition going 
on in the show ring where Mr. David 
Knox from Melbourne was having a 
very difficult task judging the riding 
events. On the Sunday the children's 
equestrian events had taken place - 
Michelle McCoy won the points prize. 
1 believe tiny Kylie Ryan on a huge 
horse again stole the show. Believe 
the judge also caused mothers a cer¬ 
tain amount of anxiety as he had the 
children clambering all over their 
mounts when he was judging the 
Best Beginner’s Mount! 

Those taking part in the Adults 
section had obviously spent many 
hours practicing and grooming their 
mounts. I thought they all looked 
terrific. Jo Wiltshire gained the 
most number of points in the Ladies' 
section and Culla Graham won the 
points prize in the Gentleman's 
section. 


Sultan was supreme 

When addressing the crowd just 
prior to announcing the Supreme 
Champion Animal in the Livestock 
section, Mr. Jock Nivison - Presid- ... i 
ent of die Poll Hereford Sofiletyf in./| f 
Australia - ■said he was a littlfe bit ! 
disappointed with the number of 


entries but realized the Island had 
experienced two of its driest years 
on record and had taken this into 
consideration when judging the ani¬ 
mals. However, he said he was 
very much taken with Peter Summer- 
scales' Poll Shorthorn Bull which won 
the Grand Champion Beef Animal. 
The Reserve Champion Beef Animal 
was Bobby Lloyd's cow "Emma" and 
the Supreme Champion Animal 
went to Bemie Christian-Bailey's 
Jersey Bull with the grand name of 
"Hillochview Sultan John"! 

AH in all it was a terrific show 
and 1 hope all those who have "good 
intentions" for next year will re¬ 
member next October! 

well, emma chlssett? 


It has been a really busy month 
one way and another - the Show, 
the visiting team of footballers from 
Glenora in New Zealand, Football 
Presentation nights and the Silver 
Jubilee Golf Championships but 
there's something else I'd like to 
tell you about instead. There are 
two new shops which have recently 
opened here on Norfolk and another 
which will be opened by the time 
you read this paper and all are run 
by "young" locals. Ria Howell and 
Beryl Lackey have a delightful little 
shop in the Norfolk Village. "Emma 
Chisset” it's called, which at first 
I thought must have been the name 
of some famous female then realized 
that, of course, it's "strine" for 
"how much is it?" Beryl was quite 
disappointed when she learned just 
the other day that there's a small 
shop in Paddington with exactly the 
same name and the shop is about 
100 years old! Combined with their 
Interflora Agency and meeting the 
Island's floral needs, Ria and Beryl 
have created a lovely little "knick- 
k nack" shop, the type most people 
enjoy browsing through. They sell 
basketware, all sorts of different 
types of pots for potted plants, un¬ 
usual pieces of glassware AND those 
beautiful Russian hand-made choco¬ 
lates from that famous shop in Padding 
ton, all beautifully done up in cello¬ 
phane with coloured ribbon. A de¬ 
lightful shop run by two happy people 
bubbling with enthusiasm! 

a beautiful shop 

n 

Another charming venture although 
on a - larger scale is Duncan Sander¬ 


son's "Norfolk Souvenirs” which is 
tucked away off the road to which 
tourists and locals are lured by the 
eye-catching sign in Taylors Road. 

It's just like an old-world type store, 
very rustic with lots of character. 

It's built of local timber and stained 
a dark brown, has large wooden doors 
and a wide verandah from which bask¬ 
ets of potted plants hang while the 
edge of the verandah is enhanced by 
a planter box of colourful geraniums. 
Duncan's idea is to provide genuine 
Norfolk Island souvenirs. He has 
about six to eight locals who bring in 
their handicrafts to sell. The range 
is quite amazing and I should imagine 
would be just what the visitor would 
like to take back as mementoes of 
their visits. There was jewellery 
made out of shells, all sorts of 
different items using the local Nor¬ 
folk pine, baskets made out of moo- 
oo, children's clothing and shopping 
bags. What took my fancy as I was 
leaving was the spring on the gate - 
a piece of string on the end of which 
was a heavy stone! 


getting stylish 


A bit further down the road Jan 
Christian was very busy preparing 
for the opening of her store - 
"Christian's Korrter". Jan’s idea is 
to provide aservice for the locals so 
that they now won’t have to go to 
the mainland to find that "some¬ 
thing different" for the home. 

Jan's decorating theme is bright 
and modern and her range of goods 
is bright and modern too. Home¬ 
makers will be delighted with the 
material samples, wallpaper books, 
kitchenware (which Jan hopes won’t 
be held up from arriving by the 
power strike in Melbourne), glass¬ 
ware, cooking utensils, jewellery 
for children - all sorts of different 
bits and pieces. Oh dear, I know 
someone who's very soon going to 
run out of "housekeeping" more 
quickly than normal! 

I take my hat off to Jan, Beryl 
and Ria for their endeavours to 
provide a service for the locals and 
to Duncan who has provided an out¬ 
let for the talents of locals and at 
the same time providing the tourists 
with genuine souvenirs. 

Cheerio for now! 

CTisU. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1977 



I 

MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS ■ WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME C A LED ON IE N E Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A.FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 



Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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Will Tonga’s Ship Suit Us? 



PACNAV INTRODUCES A NEW SERVICE FROM SYDNEY AND BRISBANE, 
AT LOWER RATES. ADMINISTRATOR MAY BE YOUR FRIENDLY AGENT, 

PAGE 3 


A Constitution for Norfolk 


AUSTRALIAN HELP ASKED AS A COUNCIL COMMITTEE IS ESTABLISHED 
TO DRAFT A CONSTITUTION. SOME BIG POLICIES ARE UNDECIDED. 

PAGE 5 


Summer Hours” Illegal 


THE ADMINISTRATION IS OPERATING CONTRARY TO LAW, IT TURNS 
OUT. COUNCIL WANTS KINGSTON TO GET ONTO NORFOLK IS. TIME, 

PAGE 7 


New Replicas of the Great Seal 


V.I.P. VISITORS WILL BE GIVEN HANDSOME GIFTS THAT HARK BACK 
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ISLAND AS A DISTINCT COLONY. 

PAGE fl 


“Work Call” May Return 


THE WORKS COMMITTEE HAS BEEN ASKED TO INQUIRE INTO ALL MEN 
WORKING ON THE ROADS ONCE AGAIN - BUT IT WOULD BE VOLUNTARY. 

PAGE 10 


The Pitcairners in Tahiti 


A 146-YEAR-OLD CAPTAIN’S LOG FROM THE "CHARLES DOGGETT" 
TELLS ABOUT THE PITCAIRNERS AND HOW THEY ESCAPED PARADISE, 

PAGE 31 


PLUS; THE SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE AND THE SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM - 
WHAT THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY MEAN TO NORFOLK...CR. BLUCHER’S 
REPLY TO THE MINISTER...HOW RUTH AND BILL WISEMAN ARE SUN-DRYING 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES..."IN BOND",.,GARDEN NOTES...LETTER FROM HOME 



I nte r net i o n a I duty free 

TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME™ 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


f~| RA DI OS -- C A SSETTE S 

POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO AKAI 

□ HI - PI EQ UI PMEN T 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO AKAI SANYO 

□ WATCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


[~| BABY BUG GIES 
FAMOUS! FOLDING TYPE 
□ FI SHING GEAR 

CAjjT'ER'ING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHfeRMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| | FIREARM S & AMMUNITIO N 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

| | N OVE LT IES & GIFTS 


{~1 APPLIANCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

□ TYPEW RIT ERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ SEWING & KNITTING 
MACHINES 


BROTHER - FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY AND STYLING 


BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

□ CI GARET TE LI GHTE RS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

(~~| SUEDE & LEA T HER COAT S 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

□ NAV I GATIO NA L EQUIPMENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 


| | SPORTING EQUIPMENT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

f~| DIVING G EAR 


□ BINOCU LARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 
n PHOT OGR AP HIC 

SANKYO MOVIE CAMERAS & PROJECTORS 


LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK - 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


[~~| . CALC ULA TORS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 


I nternational duty free 

ON YOUR LEFT AS YOU ENTER BURNT PINE COMING FROM SOUTH PACIFIC + NORFOLK + PARADISE + FLETCHER 
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C. C. C., THE ONLY shipping line 
that has been serving Norfolk for 
the past year and a half, started 
planning an increase in its rates 
several months ago. In October a 
partial rise was made, and in Nov¬ 
ember the full bad news was announ¬ 
ced. General cargo from Sydney 
went up to $101 a tonne - a 36% 
increase over the pre-October rate. 

If C.C.C. had increased its 
rates moderately from time to time, 
the way most prices have been affect¬ 
ed by inflation, business people on 
the Island might have understood. 

But 36% was a jolting rise, and the 
community reacted. 

Talk was heard once again about 
the possibility of Norfolk’s owning 
and operating its own ship - an idea 
that has a continuing natural attrac¬ 
tion, and that has actually been 
carried out, once in 1798 and again 
in 1925. 

The Administrator and Department¬ 
al people in Canberra apparently 
swung into action to see what alter¬ 
natives there might be to accepting 
C, C.C. ’s 36% increase. In the 
course of inquiries, it turned out 
that Pacific Navigation, which sails 
the "Kalia" Sydney-Brisbane-Fiji- 
the Samoas-Tonga-Sydney, thought 
it might be able to fit in a call at 
Norfolk in the course of its regular 
voyage. After a quick study of the 
situation, PacNav said it was worth 
trying, and set a general cargo rate 
Sydney-Norfolk of $85 a tonne, as 
compared with C. C. C. 's $101. The 
service will be tried for six months, 
starting early December, and if it 
proves practical it will be continued. 

C. C. C. responded by saying it 
would m-et the $85 rate for a De¬ 
cember voyage also. Whether it 
will continue to meet PacNav’s 
competition from Australia after 
the voyage, or whether it will pro¬ 
vide only New Zealand-Norfolk 
service, will probably be announced 
soon. 

There are economic advantages 
to PacNav and to Norfolk in the Isl¬ 
and's being able to be served as a 
way-stop by a vessel sailing to points 


east. But there are also some ques¬ 
tions, which will be answered only 
by experience. The "Kalia" is a 
big ship by Norfolk standards, and 
in the past big ships have created 
serious problems for the Island's 
li^iterage service. PacNav will 
require all cargo to be palletised, 
and this may lead to some confu¬ 
sion and nuisance for importers 
whose small shipments will be com¬ 
bined with others on pallets that 
will have to be sorted out on the 
wharf. And there may be a return 
of the old problem of "over-ship¬ 
ment”. If the weather is rough 
here, the "Kalia" must sail on to 
Tonga without being able to un¬ 
load Norfolk cargo until the return 
voyage later on. Only time will 
show whether these worries are real 
or imaginary. Meanwhile residents 
of the Island should be grateful that 
PacNav is willing to have a go, and 
appreciate that the Administrator 
and other Government officers took 
the initiative to encourage them to 
do so. 

Up to that point the developments 
were good news: an abatement in the 
rate rise, a new service not only from 
Sydney but also direct from Brisbane, 
and a demonstration of Canberra and 
local Government effort for the Island' 
benefit. 

But somewhere along the way a dis¬ 
tressing and quite unnecessary error 
in judgment was made: Norfolk's 
Administrator was selected to be the 
local agent for PacNav. The appoint¬ 
ment was announced to the shipping 
trade in Australia about November 
22nd. The next day the Administra¬ 
tor and PacNav's visiting representa¬ 
tive, Mr. Brian Rowland, were asked 
about it at a meeting of Norfolk im¬ 
porters, and they were much less 
definite. The Administrator said 
the legalities of the appointment 
were being examined. Mr. Rowland 
said it seemed a good idea if agents' 
commissions could be going into Ad¬ 
ministration revenues, rather than 
into private hands, and he hoped the 
Island would see it the same way. 
C.C.C.'s local agents protested that 
it was unfair competition. 

It may have seemed a good idea, 
on the surface, for the Administra¬ 
tion to pick up some extra income. 

It seems possible that the idea came 
initially from the Administrator, be¬ 
cause a prospective new shipping 
line, dangling some money before 
the Government, would be suspect. 
Whoever broached the subject, Mr. 
O'Leary should quickly have seen 
it would not work, and so should 


PacNav. 

An agent is hired to serve and 
promote the company he has agreed 
to represent, in competition against 
other companies. He is expected to 
be a salesman, being ingratiating 
with possible customers and solicit¬ 
ing their business. An agent is ex¬ 
pected to act as a friendly listening- 
post for the company he represents, 
sniffing out bits of information, pass¬ 
ing them on to the company for its 
possible advantage, and suggesting 
what the company might do to get 
one-up on the competition. An 
agent is expected to represent the 
company to local Government, 
and build as much goodwill with 
local officials as possible. Being 
an agent is not simply an adminis¬ 
trative job of record-keeping; it's 
a partisan, commercial job as 
well, aimed at promoting the ad¬ 
vantage of one particular company 
in its competition against other 
companies. 

The Commonwealth Government 
and its local representative, the 
Administrator, have a duty to remain 
above such competition and to gov¬ 
ern all with detached impartiality. 
Hiring themselves out to represent 
PacNav would be like a judge's hir¬ 
ing himself out to one of the part¬ 
ies in a case he is judging. 

The income the Administration 
might earn in being PacNav's agent 
is not substantial. A lot of work 
is involved, and by the time Kings¬ 
ton got through setting up a new 
office, assigning people to work 
in it, paying for the phones and 
other costs of operating, and carry¬ 
ing the risks an agent carries, there 
would be little of die commissions 
left for the Island's benefit. 

Quite apart from these matters 
of principle, which should prevail 
under any circumstances, it should 
be borne in mind that the Adminis¬ 
trator's conduct in soliciting and 
accepting a hidden 40% discount 
on freight for his own motor car 
last June is a subject of two Gov¬ 
ernment investigations, the re¬ 
sults of which have not yet been 
announced. Until they are, It 
would seem an act of unusual in¬ 
discretion to have him appointed 
a shipping agent. 

Everywhere but Tonga (the Tbngan 
government is the major owner of 
Pacific Navigation and the "Kalia”) 
PacNav employs private companies 
as agents. The sooner the air is clear¬ 
ed by the appointment of such an ag¬ 
ent here, the fairer sailing PacNav 
will have on Norfolk Island. 
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Mazda 323. More car than one. 


Mazda 323 serves more than one 
purpose. 

It carries people. 

It carries things. 

It carries itself beauti¬ 
fully. 

Plenty of head, leg, 
and shoulder room 
makes it one of the 
roomiest and most 
spacious cars in its 


Rear seats fold down(separately ), creat¬ 
ing a huge front to rear carrying capacity 
ideal for camping, shopping and carrying 
large objects. 

Hatchback and large side doors facilitate 
easy loading and entry. 

Unsurpassed visibility is made possible 
by oversize windows, slim pillars, and the 
slightly lowered dash¬ 
board which is padded. 



The front t 

windshield is ; 

bonded to ^ w 

the body 

for extra safety. And all models include 
dual-circuit hydraulic braking (making 
brake failure virtually impossible),as well as 
front disc brakes, radial tires and 


a rear heated defogger. ft 

Four-1 ink rear suspen- (J 

sion, tight turning circle, xVJ&r'T 
and 1300cc OHC engine 
provide superb driveability 
in cities and on the open 
road with economical fuel 
consumption. 

Mazda 323 is an incredibly ver¬ 
satile, multi-purpose hatchback serv¬ 
ing you, your passengers, and your 
lifestyle. 

That's why we 
say it’s more |U|^ 
car than one. lwld£WCl 
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A CONSTITUTION FOR NORFOLK ISLAND 


A CONSTITUTIONAL Committee 
has been established by the Norfolk 
Island Council to prepare a draft 
Constitution providing for the Island's 
democratic self-government, in free 
association with Australia, 

The Committee consists of two 
Councillors - President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher and lawyer 
Duncan McIntyre - with authority to 
consult other Councillors or outside 
experts. 

The draft will be presented to a 
committee of the full Council for 
discussion - to "rip apart, amend, 
add to or change", Cr. Blucher said 
in debate on the proposal at the 
November 9th Council meeting. 

Once Council is satisfied with the 
basic principles of the Constitution, 
it is expected that the draft will be 
submitted to a leading independent 
authority on constitutional law, for 
comment, recommendations for im¬ 
provement, or an opinion on its 
soundness. 

Council members told The News 
that they felt the draft will need 
fullest possible study by residents. 
Comments from electors and from 
Island organisations will be given 
the heaviest weight. 

If public comments show the need 
for substantial changes in the draft, 
it would probably be returned to the 
independent constitutional expert 
for revision. 

Once the draft satisfies Council 
and the independent expert, and 
public comments have been incor¬ 
porated, Councillors plan that the 
draft will be put to a referendum of 
Island electors. 

A referendum covering the full 
scope of a Constitution could be 
called only with the agreement of 
the Australian Minister responsible 
for Norfolk, 

If the Minister will not call a 
referendum - as has been the case 
with the main recommendations of 
the Nimmo Royal Commission Re¬ 
port - it could be possible for Nor¬ 
folk electors to initiate a referen¬ 
dum on aspects of the Constitution 
that involve changes to the Island's 
Ordinances. 

Norfolk's voters have no authority 
under Australian law to implement 
a new Constitution themselves. 

But a workable form of Consti¬ 
tution that had been approved by 
Council, collaborated on by a lead- 
ng constitutional law expert, and 
iupported by a clear majority of 
the Island's voters, would be a 
dominant new element in discussions 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


and negotiations with the Australian 
Government on how Norfolk Island 
should best be governed in the future. 

If the Commonwealth Government 
is not happy with such a Constitution, 
specific flaws or problems in the 
draft would have to be pointed out - 
or the Commonwealth would simply 
have to disregard the efforts and 
wishes of the people of the Island. 

If the Government brushes the 
draft Constitution aside, and inte¬ 
grates Norfolk into Australia with¬ 
out residents' agreement, it would 
be what Stuart Inder, publisher of 
Pacific Islands Monthly, has des¬ 
cribed as "an exercise in gunboat 
diplomacy as immoral and as dis¬ 
honest as Indonesia's takeover of 
Irian Jaya". 

If the Government takes the draft 
seriously and points out specific 
flaws or shortcomings in it, they 
may be capable of being corrected. 

Cr. Blucher told Council on Nov¬ 
ember 9th that he hoped the De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services 
would take a constructive role in 
helping to assure that the draft 
Constitution is sound. 

The policies of the draft Consti¬ 
tution are to be taken from Council's 
"Discussion Plan for Democratic 


LARGE ISSUES 

SOME MAIN ELEMENTS in Nor¬ 
folk Island's draft Constitution 
are foreshadowed in Council's 
comments on the Nimmo Report 
recommendations, presented to 
Sen. R.G. Withers on the Island 
last June. 

But statesmanlike decisions still 
need to be made by Councillors on 
at least four, and probably more, 
key issues. 

Council's earlier comments, 
presented as its “Discussion Plan 
for Democratic Government on Nor¬ 
folk Island", contained the follow¬ 
ing Constitutional proposals which 
the Constitutional Committee has 
been directed to follow; 

•Norfolk Island electors would 
have no vote in Australian elections. 

•They would continue to elect 
a Norfolk Island representative body, 
as they elect the Council now. This 
body would have executive authority 
to make laws and to manage Norfolk's 
internal affairs, and'would take over 
the operation of all local government 
activities that produce revenue on 
the Island. 

•The Island Council or Assembly 
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Government on Norfolk Island, " 
presented to Sen. R.G. Withers dur¬ 
ing his visit to the Island last June. 
Neither Sen. Withers nor his De¬ 
partment has commented on the 
Discussion Plan, which contained 
Council's comments or alternative 
proposals on each of the 74 recom¬ 
mendations of the Nimmo Report. 

In moving the formation of the 
Constitutional Committee, Cr. 

Geoff Bennett said "Council has 
developed a plan, but it has no 
backbone. " He said "We know we 
want self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia" but said that 
it was time to prepare a concrete 
proposal that took a positive stand. 

Cr. Ryves said he thought one 
of the most urgent needs was to 
show Australia how the Island could 
fund its own operations, and that 
the need for a Constitution was 
secondary. 

"That's the sort of suggestion 
Councillors will hopefully put in 
to die Committee," Cr. Blucher 
said in reply. He agreed there 
was a necessity for Council to show 
positive financial plans, but said 
professional economic advice would 
be needed, and that money should 
be made available to retain advice, 


IN QUESTION 

would have the power to make and 
enforce laws concerning Island plann¬ 
ing and zoning; immigration; Post 
Office and Customs; taxes; health, 
social security and education; policy; 
and policies concerning shipping and 
tourism. It would be able to raise 
loans if necessary for major Island 
projects, but proposals for such 
loans would need Commonwealth 
approval, even if a loan was sought 
from some international body rather 
than from the Commonwealth. 

• The Commonwealth would con¬ 
tinue to have control over die air¬ 
port a id air transport policies. 
Government buildings and historic 
sites, and existing Commonwealth 
operations such as the meteorology 
office, the O. T.C. and the Ionos¬ 
pheric Station. From various Coun¬ 
cil comments it also seems agreed 
that the Commonwealth would con¬ 
tinue to have full control over de¬ 
fence, foreign affairs, and other 
areas (such as money and banking) 
where Australian laws would con¬ 
tinue to apply on Norfolk. 

•The position of Administrator 
would be discontinued. A Common- 



wealth Representative would be in 
charge of Commonwealth matters 
on the Island, aud presumably would 
represent the Queen here. But he 
would not be the head of Norfolk's 
public service and would not be 
chairman of the Council or Assem¬ 
bly. His salary and expenses 
would be paid by Australia. 

#The court system would remain 
much as it is now, with decisions in 
Norfolk Island courts able to be 
appealed to the High Court of Aust¬ 
ralia. 

• Persons of Pitcairn or Norfolk 
Island descent would probably have 
priority rights to residence on the 
Island, but Council has not yet de¬ 
fined exactly what it thinks these 
should be. Council did say it dis¬ 
agreed with the Nimmo recommen¬ 
dations that Pitcairner priority 
should be stopped. Council's stand 
seems to be that anyone born on 
Norfolk, or whose parent or grand¬ 
parent was bom here, should have 
the right to return, and that all 
others, including Australian citizens, 
should be subject to quota controls. 

O 

BUT AT LEAST FOUR other main 
questions still need to be thought 
through. These are: 

Commonwealth power to veto or 
modify Norfolk laws made by the 
Council or Assembly. Some resi¬ 
dents who feel strongly that Council 
should have executive authority be¬ 
lieve this authority should be subject 
to restraint by detached and more ex¬ 
perienced persons in Australia. Whe¬ 
ther such restraint is necessary, and 
if so how great it should be - and 
whether it should be greater at first, 
lessening as Norfolk gains experience 
in self-government - are questions 
Council will have to debate. 

Perhaps Royal Assent to Norfolk 
laws should come from Australia be¬ 
fore a law takes effect, with Aust¬ 
ralia being able to with-hold assent 
for specific reasons. 

This question is crucial to defining 
a new Constitutional relationship be¬ 
tween Norfolk Island and the Common¬ 
wealth. 

Extension of Australian laws to Nor- 
folk Island. There seems to be agree¬ 
ment among Councillors that in some 
areas, Australian laws are suitable 
for the Island, and that it would bene¬ 
fit both Australia and Norfolk if they 
continue to apply here. Examples 
are insurance laws, money and bank¬ 
ing, laws on divorce and marital 
matters, navigation laws, and dan¬ 
gerous drugs laws. 

Should Australian laws of this kind 
apply on Norfolk only at the request 
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“We would like 

"WHAT THIS ISLAND WANTS from 
the Minister, and from the Austra¬ 
lian Government, is intelligent as¬ 
sistance -if Australia is willing to 
give it, " President of Committees 
Bill Blucher said in a Nov. 9th Coun¬ 
cil message that was sent to Sen. R. 
G. Withers. 

"We do not want subsidies, or 
special benefits, or handouts, or 
charity. We do not want our Island 
to be administered for us by people 
who don't live here and by people 
whom we never elected. We do 
not want Australian judges coming 
here to tell us that our way of life 
should be erased and replaced by 
Australia's systems, <n d we don't 
want them telling us that we are 
too confused to understand the issues 
involved. 

'I would like to mention ... ex¬ 
amples of the kind of help we would 
welcome from Australia. 

'First of all, we would like intelli¬ 
gent help in framing a sound consti¬ 
tution for Norfolk Island. When Sir 
John Nimmo first came here, he 


of the Council or Assembly" Should 
the Commonwealth have authority 
to extend some of its laws. In speci¬ 
fied areas, even though the Council 
or Assembly thought they were un¬ 
necessary or harmful on the Island? 
What procedure for discussion or 
arbitration should be set up to handle 
differences of view between Norfolk 
and Australia on such questions? 

Should the Island's electors have 
the final decision on such questions, 
through a referendum? 

Bill of Rights . Some Constitutions 
contain a list of certain basic rights 
that are not to be taken away from 
the people. Australia’s Constitution 
has no bill of rights, and some 
legal authorities argue that it is best 
not to spell them out. but to leave 
them "understood”. Retrospective 
laws, which tax or penalise things 
done before the law was passed, are 
prohibited under the U. S. bill of 
rights, but are not illegal in Aust¬ 
ralia. Should Norfolk's Constitution 
protect the people against such speci¬ 
fic possible abuses of rights? 

Amendment. If a Constitution is to 
endure and remain strong, rather 
than being circumvented by other 
forms of government action, it needs 
to be able to be amended. Amend¬ 
ment should not be easy, or the Con¬ 
stitution becomes just another temp¬ 
orary law. Amendment should not 
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intelligent help” 

said that he thought his task would 
be to write a constitution for Norfolk. 
He did not do so. He simply recom¬ 
mended that Norfolk be dumped into 
Canberra. 

"In informal discussions with coun¬ 
cillors in recent weeks, it has become 
clear to me that if Norfolk Island is 
to have a sound constitution we are 
going to have to start preparing it 
ourselves. 

"What is Australia's role in such 
an effort? Well, it can be either of 
two things. On the one hand, the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices may regard the effort as fool¬ 
ish and a waste of time and igftere 
it until we have done our best and 
then try to rubbish what we have 
done. 

"On the other hand, the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services 
could, if it wanted to, take an in¬ 
terest -- perhaps find a constitution¬ 
al expert to come and talk with us -- 
and generally try to make the end 
result as sound as it possibly can 
be. That is the kind of help we 
would like.** 


be terribly difficult, or governments 
with new ideas will look for means 
of getting around the Constitution. 

Because a democratic Constitution 
is an agreement by which the people 
give a government the authority to 
govern them, changes in that agree - 
ment should be able to be made only 
with the consent of the people. That 
means a referendum. What major¬ 
ity of votes at a referendum should 
be needed to amend a Norfolk Island 
Constitution - 51ft? 60ft? 67ft? At 
what level does it become too easy 
to amend? At what level does it 
become too difficult? If a Consti¬ 
tution itself can be approved by 51ft 
of the electors at a referendum, 
should a proposed amendment re¬ 
quire any greater support? 

Should the Commonwealth have 
the right to veto a proposed amend¬ 
ment? A Norfolk Island Constitution 
would be not only an action by the 
people to authorise a government - 
it would also set out the terms of an 
agreement between the Island and 
the Commonwealth, saying what the 
nature of the association between the 
two is. If the Commonwealth had no 
voice in amendments to the Consti¬ 
tution, the Commonwealth certainly 
could not be required to continue its 
association with Norfolk on a differ¬ 
ent basis, unless it specifically agreed 
to do so. 



YES, THE AOMIN'S OUT-OF-STEP HOURS ARE ILLE6AL 


The Lau Is an Ass, 
Council Realnded 

THEY HAnTkINGSTON TO 
STAY ON NORFOLK TINE 

SHORTLY AFTER the Island Admini¬ 
stration announced it would be ad¬ 
vancing its working hours to "sum¬ 
mer time", Cr. Duncan McIntyre 
raised a question about whether it 
was legal to do so. 

No one else on the Island chang¬ 
es to daylight savings time, which 
was rejected by majority vote in a 
referendum several years ago. 

The Administrator gave a prepar¬ 
ed answer to the question at Coun¬ 
cil's meeting last month. 

"If it had been thought that the 
Administration hours to which Cr. 
McIntyre refers were illegal, " he 
said, "they would not of course 
have been approved." 

But it seems they are illegal. The 
Official Secretary came to the Ad¬ 
ministrator's aid with the comment 
that "if we stuck to the letter of 
the law we would certainly prove 
that the law is an ass." 

Here are some of the Admini¬ 
strator's comments, and some of 
the ensuing debate: 

"Perhaps I should say that in the 
second part of this question Cr. 
McIntyre was probably referring 
to something he had read in the 
Public Service Regulations which 
originally came into existence in 
1941. 

"At that time provision was made 
for the Administration to work 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 
5 p. m. Monday to Friday and 
from 9 a.m. to 12 o'clock on Sat¬ 
urdays. 

"So far as 1 can ascertain the 
Administration has not worked on 
Saturdays for more than 20 years. 

"Summer hours have been work¬ 
ed by the Administration in other 
years and with the knowledge of 
the Minister. Similarly, the Min¬ 
ister for Administrative Services 
is aware of the hours currently be¬ 
ing worked by the Norfolk Island 
Administration. 

"As with many sections of the 
Norfolk Island Ordinances and Regu¬ 
lations, those relating to the Public 
Service need updating and indeed 
there is in the legislative programme 


a provision for the Norfolk Island 
Public Service Ordinances and 
attendant Regulations to be changed. 
One of those changes will provide 
for hours of duty to be determined 
locally by the Administrator, but 
that piece of legislation has been 
given priority C on our list." 

Cr. Bennett: "Is there a more 
recent amendment to the Public 
Service Regulations than we've 
got in our --“ 

Chairman: "Not to that section. " 

Cr. Bennett: "Well surely then 
that's the law, isn't it? " 

Chairman; "Well I’m not debat¬ 
ing the law with you - I'm merely 
giving an answer to Cr. McIntyre's 
question, and I've pointed out that 
similarly the hours to which Cr. 
McIntyre referred provide for the 
Administration to work on Satur¬ 
day. As I say, they've not work¬ 
ed on Saturday for 20 years and, 
clearly, this, along with other 
things, needs revision." 

Cr. Bennett: "I don’t think Cr. 
McIntyre was raising the question 
about Saturdays - just the Section 
29 of the Public Service Regula¬ 
tions which does set out the hours 
of duty and those hours of duty as 
set out in there are not being ad¬ 
hered to, and his question was that in 
fact was it illegal. If there has been 
no amendment to those then I can't 
see that it is rlgpt. " 

Chairman: "Well, as I said Cr. 
Bennett, the other Ministers and 
this Minister is aware of the hours 
that are being worked. " 

Cr. Bennett: "Then this Council 
is condoning something that's not 
right -- I wouldn’t go along with 
it." 

Official Secretary: "Mr. Chair¬ 
man, if we looked at all our legis¬ 
lation and stuck to the letter of the 
law we would certainly prove that 
the law is an ass. 

"There's another regulation in the 
Public Service Regulations that re¬ 
quires a woman to forfeit her office 
on marriage. I don’t know whether 
Councillors would suggest we should 
adhere to that also." 

Chairman: "I think the answer to 
Cr. Blucher's question - what is en¬ 
visaged in the Ordinance that's on 
the priority list - is that the Ad¬ 
ministrator will have authority local¬ 
ly to fix hours. 

"At the moment, as I understand 
it, the regulations under the Ordin¬ 
ance can be made by the Minister..." 


BUT THE MINISTER KNOWS 


Official Secretary: "Mr. Chair¬ 
man the solution is in the legisla¬ 
tion which is still in a dark comer." 

Cr. Quintal: "While it seems to 
me that an affair has been done 
somewhat illegally -- definitely 
illegally, according to the Green 
Book - - the sooner it is rectified, 

I feel, the better. I don't think it 
matters when the Administration 
starts work, and when they finish, 
within an hour, on a daylight sav¬ 
ing basis. I don't think the Admin¬ 
istration will do any more or any 
less by starting an hour earlier." 

Cr. MacKenzie: "It's just co-in¬ 
cidental, sir, this happens to be a 
pet subject of Cr. McIntyre. He's 
not here to defend himself, but ev¬ 
ery year he's been in this Council 
he always..." 

Chairman: "He's got a good ad¬ 
vocate. " 

Cr. McKenzie: "...he always 
brings up this subject. And yet the 
Administration still change their 
hours -- so --" 

Cr. Snell; "As far as I can see, 
sir, a poll was carried out on Nor¬ 
folk Island requesting views on day¬ 
light saving, and it was rejected. 
The Administration still abuses 
that by going onto daylight saving, 
and they're die prime concern on 
the Island --die leading business, 
for want of a better word -- and it 
makes a farce of the other business¬ 
es on the Island; they can't keep hi 
line with it. It's disappointing." 

Cr. Quintal: "You mentioned an 
advocate, Mr. Chairman. Could 
you please tell us who that person 
is?" 

Chairman: "Cr. Bennett." 

Cr. Bennett: "Well, in true advo¬ 
cate form, sir, I would move the 
following resolution: that the regu¬ 
lations governing the hours to be 
worked in the Norfolk Island Public 
Service, not however referring to 
any question of whether work should 
be required on Saturdays, be ob¬ 
served as required by law, and that 
if the Administrator does not agree 
with this motion, the question of 
whether the law should be follow¬ 
ed should be referred to the Mini¬ 
ster at once for his urgent decision." 

(The modon passed, with Cr. 

Smith voting against and Cr. Ryves 
abstaining. Cr. Smith explained 
that he had opposed the motion be¬ 
cause he feared married Admini¬ 
stration employees' jobs might be 
jeopardised.) 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / December 197? 



COUNCILLORS WANT NORFOLK 
VOTE A T LAST AT THE 1978 

But the Hove Hay Be 
Ten Ye ars Too Late 

S.P.FOR UH ON T HE RISE 

NORFOLK WOULD LIKE to take part 
in future South Pacific Conferences, 

Council Informed the Island's respon¬ 
sible Minister, Sen. R. G. Withers, 
last month. 

Councillor Geoff Bennett, moving 
that the Minister be asked to help 
arrange for a Norfolk representative 
to attend next year's Conference at 
Noumea, said the Island did not want 
to lay claim to any international role 
it is not entitled to. 

But he reviewed the history of the 
South Pacific Conference, showing 
that Australia has for years held a 
"sleeping" vote that was earmarked 
for Norfolk to exercise. 

All eight elected Councillors sup¬ 
ported bis motion, and the ball is 
now in Sen. Withers' court. 

At an earlier meeting Council had 
asked for clarification of the differ¬ 
ence between the South Pacific Con¬ 
ference and the South Pacific Forum. 

On November 9th the Administrator 


TO EXERCISE ITS OWN 
S. PACIF. CONFERENCE 

replied that there was no formal re¬ 
lationship between the two. Each is 
a separate entity, he said. The SPC 
Secretariat watches for overlapping 
between the two, and the two co¬ 
operate with each other, he said. 

The Administrator's answer glossed 
over one of the main political de¬ 
velopments in current South Pacific 
history. 

The South Pacific Conference was 
developed by the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission, and is supported mainly by 
the five Ynetropolitan" powers in the 
Pacific (Australia, New Zealand, the 
U.K., France and the U.S.A.). Ii 
prohibits discussion of political mat- 

The South Pacific Forum on the 
other hand is openly political, bring¬ 
ing together the Prime Ministers of 
12 self-governing Pacific nations. 
Australia and New Zealand, being in 
the South Pacific, were asked to be 
members of the Forum. TheU.K., 
France and the U. S. were not. 

The Conference, like the Com¬ 
mission, has an air of earnest bureau¬ 
crats speaking about non-controvers¬ 
ial reports, surveys and Information 
programmes". 

The Forum has an air of Pacific 


Conference? Forum? Council Discusses the Two 


Chairman: ",.. Cr. Blucher you will 
remember asking if it could be ex¬ 
plained to you the relationship be¬ 
tween the South Pacific Forum and 
the South Pacific Commission, and 
I was unable to answer you, but 
I've since received advice that there 
Is no formal relationship between 
the South Pacific Forum and the 
South Pacific Commission -- each 
is a separate entity. 

"I gather, however, that there is 
a secretariat that looks carefully at 
any possibility of overlap in the co¬ 
operative arrangement of the two. 

"I understand also that the differ¬ 
ence between the two was referred 
to during the hearing of die Royal 
Commission on Norfolk Island. I 
haven’t had time to find it in the 
transcript but I gather it is there 
and when 1 find the particular pages 
I'll let you know Cr. Blucher. 

"It probably spells it out in sub¬ 
stantial detail I would think. ” 

Cr. Blucher: "I was just wondering 
whether they had equal importance 
as far as die Governments are con¬ 
cerned or whether one is regarded 
as more important than the other. 

"I think that probably the same 


representatives attend both die 
South Pacific Commission and the 
South Pacific Forum." 

Chairman: "That may not be so. 

My only recent knowledge of the 
Forum was when that statement 
was issued from Port Moresby and 
on that occasion the Prime Minister 
of Australia represented the Common¬ 
wealth. whereas I think mostly when 
the South Pacific Commission meets 
it's attended by a Minister for 
Foreign Affairs." 

Cr. Blucher: " Didn't the Foreign 
Affairs Minister attend and the 
Prime Minister opened the meeting, 
Mr. Chairman?" 

Chairman: "You mean they were 
both there?" 

Cr. Blucher: "Yes, or at least one 
representative of Foreign Affairs was 
there. But I believe the Prime Min¬ 
ister was there to open the meeting. " 
Cr. Smith: “Just as a matter of in¬ 
terest sir, Norfolk Island is listed on 
the board in the South Pacific Build¬ 
ing in Noumea... 

"It's quite interesting to see Nor¬ 
folk's name up on the board." 
Chairman: "Well, we do receive 
a lot of circulars from them. " 


Islands leaders grappling with real 
problem?; I ^ 

The Foruid has already become the 
more powerful ofYjhe two. In the 
next year ortwalfe could pretty well 
take over as the body responsible 
for the interchange of views among 
island governments, with the Con¬ 
ference disappearing and the South 
Pacific Commission becoming a 
health, welfare and agricultural 
activities bureau, perhaps with links 
to the Forum. 

Ebia Olewale, Papua New Guinea's 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, told the 
Conference meeting at Port Mores¬ 
by in September, "We are no longer 
in die '40s and '50s, when the South 
Pacific Commission was regarded as 
a rich man's club, in which import¬ 
ant decisions are made by a small 
group of people. We can't afford 
to let this go on, " be said. 

The South Pacific Commission 
was formed in 1947. It was created 
as a means of bringing social, econ¬ 
omic, technical and health improve¬ 
ments to the Pacific islands, and 
over the years it has carried out ex¬ 
tensive research and many pilot pro¬ 
jects. 

The Commission also bad a pol¬ 
itical function. "In the 1940s and 
1950s at least, " says R. G. Crocombe 
.in "The New South Pacific" (pub¬ 
lished in 1973 by the Australian Na¬ 
tional University Press), "it aimed 
to keep United Nations activity in 
the Pacific to a minimum, as it was 
feared that this would not be sym¬ 
pathetic to the interests of the col¬ 
onial governments. It also function¬ 
ed to slow down political develop¬ 
ments in the islands by prohibiting 
from all Commission agenda and 
programmes, any discussion of 
matters with significant political 
implications." 

There are now 22 participating 
countries or colonies in the South 
Pacific Conference. Full member¬ 
ship in the Commission costs a min¬ 
imum of $24, 969 a year, and nine 
countries are full members - the 
original five metropolitan countries, 
who contribute 96.6“fc of the current 
budget of $3.1 million a year, plus 
Fiji, Papua, New Guinea, Nauru 
and Western Samoa, who together 
contribute 3.4^ of the budget. 
Australia is much the biggest con¬ 
tributor, paying almost $1 million 
this year. 

In addition 13 other partial parti¬ 
cipants pay annual contributions 
ranging from $1000 or so up. They 
are American Samoa, the Cook 
Is., French Polynesia, Guam, New 
Caledonia, the New Hebrides, Niue, 
the Solomon Is., Tokelau, Tonga, 
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theU.S. Trust Territory, Tuvalu 
and Wallis & Futuna. 

The basis for the Commission is 
the "Canberra Agreement". At 
the latest Conference, Australia 
proposed that the Agreement be 
changed to allow all non-self- 
governing territories and colonies 
to be members. Such a change will 
require agreement from all signator¬ 
ies to the Canberra charter. 

But events may make Australia's 
proposed expansion of the member¬ 
ship obsolete before it happens. 

Norfolk's active effort to be repre¬ 
sented at the Conference may also 
be a few years too late. The South 
Pacific Commission and its Con¬ 
ference may be ideas whose time 
has passed, with the vitality of the 
South Pacific Forum displacing them. 

The Forum was organised Just seven 
years ago, as an experiment by 
island leaders. It has grown in strength 
because it offered a place where politi¬ 
cal issues could be discussed. 

Ebia Olewale pointed out to the 
last Conference that politics can't 
be separated from human living so¬ 
cial standards and the economy. 

Most of the facets of human living 
today, he said, were likely to be in 
conflict with the interests of island 
countries. 

Addressing the 22-country dele¬ 
gates, he said 'The dependent coun¬ 
tries around this table will become in¬ 
dependent, aid then they will be able 
to get around a table and discuss their 
economic and social development. " I 
It seemed a polite way of saying 
that non-self-governing colonies and 
territories, meeting with the metro¬ 
politan pt wers at the Conference, 
were not likely to achieve much. 

But the Forum, where achievements 
could be made, was waiting for 
them once they became self-govern¬ 
ing. 

The Forum accepts no members 
who are not,self -governing, and it 
brings together the head men. "The i 
Forum is a sovereign body, and not 
a body attended by ministers and 
others at a lower level, " Mr. Ole¬ 
wale said. 

At its most recent meeting in 
Port Moresby, the Forum got stuck 
into one of the most contentious 
and important issues in the islands - 
the declaration of larger economic 
zones in their surrounding waters, to 
see that the benefits of die sea go to 
the islands, not to outsiders. 

A committee was formed to draft 
a convention that could apply to all 
island countries in the Pacific. It 
is scheduled to be completed, in 
draft form, by the end of March. 


BHONZE REPLICAS of the Seal of 
Norfolk Island arrived on the Island 
tast month for use as special gifts 
from the Council and the people of 
fhe Island to V. I. P. visitors. 

Earlier this year Council discussed 
various ideas for what would make 
a suitable gift when top dignitaries 
make official visits to Norfolk. 

Copies of the Seal, which was a 
hallmark of the Island's status as 
a separate British Crown Colony 
from 1856 until 1914, were agreed to 
as an ideal memento. 

A limited edition of 100 copies 
was coined in 1974 for sale at the 
time of the 200th anniversary of the 
Island's discovery by Captain Cook. 
They are valued displays in many 
Island homes. 

The die from which they were 
made was saved, and used to pro¬ 
duce the new edition for Council's 
V.I.P. gifts. 

The original Seal was made in 
England and sent to Sir William Deni¬ 
son, the Island's first Governor after 
Norfolk was made a separate colony. 
Successive Governors of the Island 
(and the Governors of New South 
Wales from 1897 to 1914) were re¬ 
quired to keep the Seal for use on 
Norfolk documents issued in the 
Queen's name. 

After 1914, when Australia was 
given authority to administer Nor¬ 
folk, the Seal fell into disuse. 

When such a Seal no longer has 
a legal purpose, it is normally re¬ 
turned to England for defacement, 
preventing its further use. A book¬ 


let about Norfolk, published by the 
Commonwealth nine years ago, said 
the British Government did call for 
the Norfolk Seal to be returned for 
defacement. But after discussions, 
the Seal was spared, as a historic 
relic. 

As Norfolk continued to be a dis¬ 
tinct and separate settlement, as 
ordered by Queen Victoria in Coun¬ 
cil in 1856, it might have been 
appropriate for Australia to use the 
Seal on Norfolk documents Issued 
in the name of the Crown, but that 
didn't happen. 

What happened to the Seal for 
some years after 1914 is not clear. 
Perhaps it simply gathered dust in 
some cupboard in Sydney. 

But in 1929 it was presented to 
the Mitchell Library by the Governor 
of New South Wales, and that's 
where it is now, 

" The original Seal is beautifully 
engraved into what appears to be 
a thick disc of silver. It has a pol¬ 
ished handle attached, so the Seal 
could be impressed into hot sealing- 
wax. 

The "copies" that arrived last 
month are modelled after the im¬ 
pression that the original Seal would 
have left in wax. While they are 
handsome objects, they lack the 
fineness of detail of the original. 
They show a blank flag, for example, 
flying from a flagstaff that appears 
to be back in the hills of Norfolk. 

On the original engraved Seal, the 
flag is clearly a Union Jack, and it 
flies from one of the buildings at 
Kingston Pier. 
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"WORKS CALL" - WITH REAL WORK - COULD KTURN 


System Would Be Vol¬ 
untary, Like Cleanup 
By Pitcairn Society 

FOR GENERATIONS the men of Nor¬ 
folk took their turn, a few days ev¬ 
ery year, working on the Island's 
roads, as part of their community ob¬ 
ligations. 

Over die years the great majority of 
men came around to paying a cash 
sum Instead - which was optional. 

Then several years ago Australia in¬ 
formed the Island that the old custom 
had been made illegal. The Common¬ 
wealth felt it was a violation of cert¬ 
ain International Labor Organisation 
conventions outlawing "forced labour". 

Last month President of Committees 
Bill Blucher suggested that the old 
custom be tevived, on a voluntary ba¬ 
sis. 

His suggestion followed a fine dem¬ 
onstration of community-mindedness 
by the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers. Thirty-three of them, 
aided by other volunteers including 


many Island youngsters, got up at 5am 
on Sunday Nov. 13th and walked the 
roads of Norfolk picking up litter and 
debris by the roadsides. It gave the 
Island a wonderful pre-Christmas 
clean-up. ' 

Here is what Councillors said about 
the idea of bringing back a volunteer 
roadwork system: 

Cr. Blucher: 'T won't make any 
suggestions or motions at this time 
with regard to Council but, with 
the introduction of the works call 
levy and the exclusion of the works 
duty on the roads itself, it seemed 
to me that it might be a suggestion 
that the Works Committee of Coun¬ 
cil have a look at some form or 
procedure that the male members 
of the community for perhaps one 
day per year take part as they did 
in the past years the job of doing 
roadworks, such as clearing out 
the lantana that seems to be growing 
everywher e out of the banks on the 
roads and the tobacco bush. 

"It seems to me that this is one ^ 
way that the community itself could 
take an active part, an active pride. 
in the beautification of this island..”. 


Chairman: "Are you^envisaging some¬ 
thing compulsory?" 

Cr. Blucher; "No sir, just a recom¬ 
mendation from Council that those 
who are willing to contribute that 
time will be able to. I believe 
there are a lot of people who will 
and it will in fact help to make the 
roadways much better in appearance." 
Chairman: "Earlier today, of course, 
we heard from Cr. Quintal about the 
Society of the Desceridants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers and their clean-up in 
the next week or two. That seems 
to provide an excellent opportunity 
for those who are of the right heart 
and are sound of wind and limb to 
join with them. " 

Cr. Blucher: "I was speaking more 
of getting rid of weeds and things 
that are actually growing on the 
sides of the roads rather than rubb¬ 
ish. 

"Anyway, I would like to place 
-it on the agenda, 

"I will move that this question 
be looked at by the Works Commit¬ 
tee - the Council. n 
Chairman: "Seconder - Cr. 'Quin¬ 
tal. All those in favour gentlemen? 
Cr. Quintal, Cr. Bennett. Cr. Mc¬ 
Kenzie, Cr. Snell and Cr. Blucher. 
Those against? Cr. Ryves and Cr. 
Smith. The motion is carried." 


(^at ^read^pjth ^oy and 
by ^^Ine withjfHerry^earts” 


SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
AfT MO SPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE. 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
. MEMORABLE. 




OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 01 9 


1 0 
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ISLAND 
HANDBOOK 



^ what’s on 

► where to find it 

► best shopping 

► Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 

► airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

^ shipping information 

. BOB 

► ...and the NORFOLK 

WORD 

■SB 

S 




ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LANCO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY■ SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROUDS S PE Cl A 

SHOP AT 

ROUDS 


AL1SE IN ALL RING REMAKES 





PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and ISO 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7.30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St, Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Philip 
Kitchin 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 9.45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore. 

CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5. 30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 8- 1L 30 and 12.15-4 
Mondays through Thursday, but on 
Fridays everything happens one hour 
te te r t- op e n at 9p4tmch from 12.30- 
1.15, then open until 5. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically. 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4. 68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5£ a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; s (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. Bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12. 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfo lk Island sumps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADM1N ;8-12 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1? & 12.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9arn-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun-, Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser-, 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri. 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12. 

Sun. Nights and Sunday aftunoetu 
you're out of luck. > • 



THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 120 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document" proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners, 

At last the mystery has been solved; 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together -- all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official file* 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who carte* 
about the Island. 

On sale at Bums Philp, Jensen's and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
-Ate^lia, send $1 to Box 94, N.I, - 
£.. send $1.40. 
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Points Shoot. 
OnlybyVivitar 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrie has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’nShoot camera. 


FROM $ 39.95 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


Here are a. few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

* The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

the trading post 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

nEUTkl 7 nAVC 1 Qfl on +« Q nm Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UlLn i UATo f •wU am XO y pi only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars. ..bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties... mainland newspapers;... tinopeners... candles...first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 






it THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
JUsa. apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian 


A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
AND THE 
HAPPIEST OF 
NEW YEARS 


MISSION ROAD 

EIKI 

LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

WMiS 

NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16 mm SOUND 

FILMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND'S 

Projector Sales & Service 

IN OUR LIBRARY 

SPECIALISTS FOR 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 

FOR HIRE 

FILMS & EQUIPMENT 

OF SPARES IN STOCK 


CONTACT US FOR YOUR 

PROJECTOR & FILM requirements 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

lEJBf'nH 




•|V Z 


me 

YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

me 

■LY DINING ROOM 
SIVE A LA CARTE N 

mce 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


CHRISTMAS DAY SPECIAL 
SMORGASBORD LUNCH 
LIMITED BOOKINGS 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 






HISTORY 

The "Islanders" — a 
colourful history and 
a promise never kept 

THE PITCAIRN RACE was started by 
nineteen Tahitians and nine British 
sailors who had mutinied against 
Capt. Bligh. Later three other 
Englishmen, Nobbs, Buffett and 
Evans, married into the commun¬ 
ity- 

The mutineers were above-average 
British seamen. The "Bounty" voy¬ 
age was well-known beforehand, 
and Bligh was able to select the 
crew from a large number of men 
who applied. 

Before the first Pitcairn genera¬ 
tion reached the age of ten, all of 
the island's men but John Adams were 
dead. The influences that shaped 
the children's outlook on life there¬ 
fore were mostly the customs, tra¬ 
ditions and attitudes of the Tahitian 
women - plus the blble teaching of 
John Adams. 

In isolation, the Pitcairn commun¬ 
ity grew and developed its own dis¬ 
tinct character. It was a simple, 
island life with practically none of 
the “civilised" ways of the large 
cities of the world. 

Pitcairn was in some ways an 
ideal small democracy. It was the 
first place in the British Empire to 
have women's suffrage, and the 
first place in the Empire to have 
compulsory education for children 
written into its laws. As the rest 
of the world, England in particular, 
learned about Pitcairn and what had 
developed there, the island became 
a legend and was regarded with very 
great affection and interest. Lead¬ 
ing people in England "took up" Pit¬ 
cairn as a personal interest and 
cause - and the influence of these 
people (combined with a lot of pub¬ 
lic and press interest and curiosity) 
was what led die Queen and the Brit¬ 
ish Government to offer Norfolk 
Island to the Pitcairners. 


Norfolk Island was of no use to 
England. It had been abandoned 
once before, from 1814 to 1825, when 
it lay vacant and of no worth to any¬ 
one. When England decided to aban¬ 
don it again about 1850, the Island 
had good stone buildings, mills, roads, 
wells and other improvements - but 
there was no plan of keeping the Isl¬ 
and going as a community of any kind. 
Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand had the 
idea that Norfolk would make a fine 


place for a Melanesian Mission school, 
and he worked very busily to see if he 
could secure the Island for this pur¬ 
pose. Apart from him, there seemed 
to be no one who felt Norfolk was 
worth anything. The idea of offer¬ 
ing it to the Pi tcairners caught on, 
and was carried out. 

The Pitcairners had asked whether 
Norfolk might be available, and 
were interested in it, as one of var¬ 
ious possibilities that might give 
them a more spacious place than 
Pitcairn. They were concerned 
about outgrowing Pitcairn some 
day, and occasional droughts and 
crop failures increased their con¬ 
cern. But their attitudes about mov¬ 
ing to some larger island were cau¬ 
tious. They had been moved to Ta¬ 
hiti by the British Government in 
1831, but they were shocked by the 
morals and fell ill with diseases 
they had not known, and after eight 
months they returned to Pitcairn. 

They vowed they would never make 
dtat kind of mistake again. When 
Norfolk was offered to them there 
was serious argument in the commun¬ 
ity as to whether they should accept 
the offer or not - even though they 
had themselves asked if Norfolk 
might be available. When the 
"Morayshire" was sent to carry them 
to Norfolk, the British Government 
did not know for certain whether 
they would actually be willing to 
go. Lt. Gregorie, who was the Gov¬ 
ernment Agent on the voyage, was 
given detailed instructions about 
the terms and conditions of the offer, 
which he laid out before the Pitcairn¬ 
ers. They considered the offer very 
carefully, and decided to accept it. 

The terms and conditions were 
described precisely to the British 
Government by Governor Denison 
of N. S. W., who had been given 
the responsibility for planning the 
details of the move and seeing that 
it was properly carried out. The 
Government examined the terms 
and conditions and approved them, 
and on June 24th, 1856, Norfolk 
Island was made a separate and dis¬ 
tinct British settlement, to be occu¬ 
pied fully by the Pitcairners, govern¬ 
ed by laws of their making, and di¬ 
vided up amongst them to own out¬ 
right in whatever way they decided. 


So the Pitcairn race, given Nor¬ 
folk Island as a separate British col¬ 
ony, held the Island and built it in¬ 
to a free community. Occasionally 
representatives of the British Gov¬ 
ernment called on them to see how 
they were doing. Some of them, 
including Gov. Denison, took it on 


themselves to impose regulations 
and restrictions on the people of Nor¬ 
folk. These were probably illegally 
imposed, but the unsophisticated Pit¬ 
cairners were unable to find any way 
to object successfully to edicts made 
by men with the title of Governor, 
The only practical means of objec¬ 
tion was a hard one, taken by two 
family groups: they quit Norfolk and 
returned to Pitcairn. 

The most severe abuse of the 
Islanders' right to govern them¬ 
selves occurred in 1896. The Gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk Island (also the 
Governor of N. S. W.) made an 
edict cancelling all the Norfolk 
Island laws and proclaiming a new 
set of laws, and then appointed an 
outside Chief Magistrate. Govern¬ 
or Vi scount Hampden took this 
step with the knowledge of the Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Colonies, 
but it appears to have been illegal 
all the same: not even the Secre¬ 
tary of State had the power to alter 
the Rules and Regulations, restrict¬ 
ing the Governor's authority, which 
Queen Victoria had made in 1856. 

Viscount hampden apparently 
persuaded the Secretary of State 
that Norfolk Island and its commun¬ 
ity were in a bad state of affairs, 
requiring government from outside. 
The report! of Norfolk Island on 
which this idea was based appear 
to have been inaccurate and un¬ 
fair. There is good evidence that 
the Island was being run quite well 
by the Islanders, that their conduct 
and morals were not deserving of 
any serious criticism, and that 
their industry and good citizenship 
were well suited to Norfolk Island. 

But the British Government appears 
to have accepted Viscount Hampden's 
bad reports all the same, and an im¬ 
perial order placed before Queen 
Victoria, placing Norfolk Island un¬ 
der the full power of the Governor 
of N. S. W., was signed by Her Maj - 
esty in 1897. In this way, because 
of mis-representations made by the 
Governor, the Island lost the right 
of self-government that the Island¬ 
ers and their ancestors had had for 
over 100 years on Pitcairn and then 
on Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island nevertheless con¬ 
tinued to be a separate and distinct 
British colony until 1914, when it 
became a territory wholly adminis¬ 
tered by Australia. It has been gov¬ 
erned as a colony of Australia since 
then. The Island’s laws are made 
by Australia, and the people of the 
Island have no right to vote, except 
for representation on the local Coun¬ 
cil, which has only advisory power. 






The World’s Premier 

The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the' history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 



Electronic SLR 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 













AGFA-GEVAERT 


Norfolk Island 


“DECEMBER EVENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY- 


Decerober 2nd, 1858: Two Pitcairner families - 16 people - 
left Norfolk and moved back to Pitcairn. They felt Gov¬ 
ernor Denison bad broken die Government*! promises to 
them, and wanted to return to their old way of life. 
December 7th, 1880; Sti Barnabas Chapel was consecrated. 


convicts in the first penal settlement were hanged for mutiny. 
December 18th, 1863 ;A further band of 27 people left Nor¬ 
folk and went back to live on Pitcairn again. 

December 23td, 1787 : The"Bounty" left England for Tahiti. 
December 2$th, 186?: An Order in Council said die cruel 


e first executions on Norfolk. Two second settlement prison on Norfolk was to be closed. 
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■Church servic 


■Church services 
■Film. sm*b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(W7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


■Church services 
■Film. sm’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Museum open (M1-4.30) 


25 CHRISTMAS 

■Church services 
■ Film, srn'b'd (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
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■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Srn’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
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■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Srn'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) >&( 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ C'dants Din (G) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


0*7 public 

/ HOLIDAY 
■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Daru (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


a great name in photography 
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■ Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.0t>) 


■Film, sm’b'd (W) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4 


21 

■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open(Ml -4.30) 


O O PUBLIC 
40 HOLIDAY 
■Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 





15 16 

■ Housie (LC) •Film (RSL8. QO) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) ■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (RSL8. CO) ■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Roury (Nlk6.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 ^ 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
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■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Roury (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


23 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Roury (Nlk6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


31 

■SDA service 
■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
& -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PK -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 





C A M ERA LINES 



THE EASIEST CAMERA 
YOU’LL EVER USE! 


FULL-FRAME 35mm FORMAT 

The camera above is a Konica C35 EF, shown actual size. 
Surprisingly, it’s a full-frame 35mm camera with a superb, 
4 element, f2.8, 38mm Konica Hexanon lens. It’s small 
(see above), light (12oz) and easy to take with you, easy to 
hold and easy to use. 

AUTOMATIC CdS EXPOSURE 

The C35 EF really makes picture taking easy! 
Just aim, focus and shoot - the camera does the rest. 
A sensitive CdS cell reads the light and adjusts shutter speed 
and aperture - automatically. 

BUILT-IN ELECTRONIC FLASH 

When others are unpacking flashbulbs and pushing in plugs, 
the C35 EF really shines. Press a button and up pops the 
* electronic flash unit that’s built into the camera 
- a Konica innovation to make life easier. 

AUTOMATIC FLASH EXPOSURE 

Not only is the electronic flash always there when it’s needed 
but there’s no need to waste time figuring out aperture 
settings and distances. The C35 EF determines and sets 
the correct exposure - automatically* 
Sounds easy: - and it is ! 





'CAMERALINES LIMITED 



















CAMERALINES 

When you need an instant reference shot 

Hak 


0nly$33.” 

Come to Cameralines for a free demonstration! 



_ _ __ _, . y Kodak. 

The Handle can be used in a hundred different places. It has a host of applications in and around 
the office or factory — for quick reference shots of people, products, machines & displays. 

And if you take it'home, the Handle's simple enough for all the family to use. 

Check all features of the Handle. 

• Automatic exposure control for properly-exposed pictures in daylight or 
with flash • Fixed focus for pictures from 4 feet to infinity — no focusing or 
special settings • A built-in hand grip for easy holding • Electronic shutter — 

1/300 sec. to 1/15 sec. • Accepts FHpflash *Manual print ejection 
• Red low-light signal warns you when to use flash • 100mm f/12.7,2-elen 
lens • Projected frame viewfinder • Lighten/darken print control • Built-in 
batterv tester • (sleek strao and monoarams • Kodak 3 year warranty. 


New Kodak Instant Cameras and Him. 


CAMERALINES 



OM-1 WITH fl.8 LENS, CASE INCLUDED, $221.00 OM-2 WITH f 1.8 LENS, CASE INCLUDED, $334.00 


jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Cameralines; "We have a watch sale 
starting December 5th, with prices 
cut to half. Brands include Titus, 
Eterna, Breitling, Consul and Girard- 
Perregaux." 

International Duty-Free ; "Just receiv- 
ed a shipment of rope hammocks, for 
only $9. 95. They come in red, blue 
or green. A great Christmas present 
that the whole family will enjoy." 


Pacific Hire Cars; "Genuine Casio dig- 
ital watches with stop watch & day/date, 
for only $49. 95. The latest model- it 
would be 2 or 3 times as much at home." 


Proud's : "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 

■ 

Miltons: "A new range of Sharp radio 
cassettes from $66 - $180; and a new 
range of Danish 9k and 18k goldchains 
from $2 0 up." 


The Trading Post ; "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting." 


Norfolk Trader ; The world-leading 
Braun Synchron-Plus shaver at $35. 50 



ACROSS 

I. Single 
5. Spring 

8. Vegetation 

9. Not off 

10. Animal 

II. Sin 

13. Fruit 

14. Reputed to be 
plain 

15. Related to camel 

18. Not any 

19. Allows 


DOWN 

1. Ruin at Kingston 

2. Kingfisher I 

3. Island delicacy 

4. Sesame 

5. River in Maryland 

6. Alternatively 

7. Tropical palm 
12. Girl's name 

16. Taking place of 

17. Town on Bay of Fundy 

20. Plant 

21. Measure - 

22. Historic road 
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OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; SofraneUnilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7327 9 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 


ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 


From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
. Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... corn on the cob.. .baked 
. pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice... Island- 
* style pot roast... baked chicken... guava, banana and ' jM 

- s 1 passionfruit pies — as well as other fav- 

orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... -' i-t 

#■ P re P arec * by an Islander who loves A i * 

Norfolk and its food -- in a small . 

jgpt -A-Erz-A restaurant with a beautiful view ' 


Open six nights a week - dinner $5 except for 
■ 4 the famous island Baked Dinner Friday ($8). 

L _ Enjoy the family smorgasbord-and-film on 

i| • Sunday- both $5. Norfolk Rotary meets here on 

Thursday - members only. — 

1057 A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD / 'N 

FROM THE POST OFFICE 
TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2186 COMFORTABLY IN . Ty- w.. 

ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 










TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


NORFOLK 
RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 My Word 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-6.30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 

6.30 Rowdy's Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 
9.00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 
10.05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker. Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 


ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Our Gracie 

9.30 Wavendon 

10. 30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Comedy 

10. 05 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Light Music from 

the Netherlands 

12. 05 World Affairs 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 

Prog, includes Comedy 
Drama. Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 Jamaica Inn 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D.A. Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 

7. 05 Waterways of World 

7.30 Just a Minute 

8. 00 Music to Dine By 

9. 00 House of Windsor 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.00 Elton John Story 

12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-6. 00 Shut Down 

6. 00 Vivat Rex 

7. 00 Programme Surround¬ 

ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 


10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


11. 00 Top of Pops 

12, 00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 R. A. Sports Relay 
4. 30 Young Mood 

6.30 German Dance 

Bands 
7. 05 Comedy 

7.30 Movin' Music 

9. 00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 Big Band Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 


12. 30 Diddles 
2.00 R.A. Relay 
4. 30 Vibes to do it by 
6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7. 00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


FLIGHTS 

FROM & TO AUCKLAND. N. Z. 

Daily except no flight Monday ■ 
Dec. 5th. 

Arrive 10. 00, Depart 11.15 


FROM & TO SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 

Daily except first three Tuesdays 

Arriv»1.25. Depart 2.20; starting 

Dec. 16, Arr. 1.40, Dep. 2.30 
Extra flights 16th, 17th, 19th, 21st, 
22nd, 25th-31st - Arr 3.10. Dep 4.1»0 


TO & FROM BRISBANE/LORD HOV/E 

To Brisbane daily, twice on Sat. u. 

Sun. From Brisbane daily except 

Mon., twice on Fri., Sat., Sun. 

To Lord Howe& back Mon., Wed. 



LESS THAN 1/3 SYDNEY PRICE!! 



CITIZEN 

Quartz Digital Alarm 


Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 

} r ou of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beep! 
t's from Citizen. One of the largest watch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 


Gold Plated S65 


PRENTICE’S: 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 























The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


A PERSONAL J831 ACCOUNT OF HOW THE PITCAIRNERS WERE SAVED FROM TAHITI 
"We will Ijrlte your name on our walls," they told the Salen captain 


IN MARCH OF 1831 the 87 people 
of Pitcairn's Island were moved to 
Tahiti, where the British Govern¬ 
ment thought they would be better 
assured of adequate land, depend¬ 
able growing seasons and fresh water 
supply. 

John Adams, the "Bounty" mutin¬ 
eer who taught the Pitcairn women 
and children the Bible and came to 
be regarded as their patriarch, had 
been concerned about Pitcairn's limi¬ 
tations as the community grew in 
number. Some time about 1825 he 
made inquiries about ihe possibility 
of the people moving to Australia. 

Reports of naval officers who visit¬ 
ed Pitcairn indicated that the island¬ 
ers’ situation was not urgent, but 
Britain was sympathetic to Adams' 
request. Tahiti was selected, rather 
than Australia, because of the Pit¬ 
cairners' Tahitian blood. 

The emigration was a terrible 
failure, and the Pitcairners returned 
to their own island. 

A first-hand account of their 
plight on’Tahiti, and their return 
to Pitcairn, was written by Captain 
William Driver, of the Salem whaler 
"Charles "Doggett", which carried 
them back home. 

Capt. Driver had left Salem on 
January 31. 1831, along with six 
other ships. A savage, freezing 
storm struck, and all of the other 
six ships were lost with all hands. 

The "Charles Doggett" somehow 
survived. 

The ship’s voyage took her to 
New Zealand and then Tahiti. When 
they arrived there, the beautiful 
Queen Pom are asked Driver if he 
could do a favour for her by taking 
the Pitcairn people back to their 
old home. 

She had welcomed them, but the 
young, Bible-trained Pitcairners 
were shocked by the Tahitians'open 
sexuality, arid their life on Pitcairn 
had given them no immunity to fa¬ 
tal fevers that quickly killed almost 
one in eight of them. 

The survivors wanted to go back 
home, and Queen Pomare wanted to 
help them. She apparently also 
found their serious, long-faced ways 
were upsetting to her own people. 

The Tahitians raised money for 
a passage back to Pitcairn. The 
Pitcairners sold whatever they could, 
including blankets, to get money 
r for the voyage. 

Would Capt. Driver take them 


back? Here is the story, as told 
from his log book, in an article 
published recently in The Tenness¬ 
ean, a Nashville, U.S.A., news¬ 
paper. 


Driver could think of many good 
reasons to say no to Queen Pomare. 

His ship was not equipped to take 
65 passengers. Even if it were, the 
ship did not belong to him. He op¬ 
erated it for ship-owners in Salem. 
And Driver would be risking his 
career by making the unscheduled 


Then something happened that 
changed his mind: Qtieen Pomare 
took him to see the Pitcairn people. 

Driver was stunned. 

"Poor sickly looking despondent 
creatures, huddled together in a 
large thatch house where 12 of their 
number had died of Typhoid or Ship 
Fever!" Driver wrote. 

Among the dead was "the flower 
of their flock', Fletcher Christian’s 
son, the handsome Thursday October 
Christian, first-bom of Pitcairn. 

The women, in ragged dresses 
that reached to the ground, were 



FRIDAY OCTOBER CHRISTIAN - FLETCHER CHRISTIAN’S FIRST SON, AND THE 
FIRST CHILD BORN ON PITCAIRN - WAS THE FIRST OF THE PITCAIRNERS WHO 
DIED ON TAHITI. FEVER KILLED HIM LESS THAN A MONTH AFTER ARRIVING. 


voyage, which would take him 1400 
miles off his prescribed course. 

His insurance on both ship and 
cargo would be forfeited if he de¬ 
viated from "projected voyages." 

If the slightest accident occurred, 
he would be "a ruined man at 27." 


dirty. The men, in baggy trousers, 
were cowed and hungry. 

"Never did I see so forlorn, so 
hopeless a People, " Driver wrote. 

What had sent diem in such a 
state of despondency. Driver dis¬ 
covered, was the "depravity" of 


! 
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the Tahitians on the day of their 
arrival. 

Sheltered from the world for years, 
they "knew Sin only by tradition, " 
their leaders said. "Its snairs had 
never been set around them. ” 

But on that "horrid day" when 
the Pitcairn people arrived and were 
surrounded by the naked and "most 
loose, voluptuous, unchaste people 
of the Tropical Region" cavorting 
about their ship, the visitors were 
thrown into a state of shock. 

Some of the Pitcairn women 
fainted at the sight. 

'To see men as they now did, 
all at once, in almost every shape 
that could shock them, was more 
than they could bear, and drove 
them almost to madness," Driver 
wrote. 

The Pitcairn people no longer had 
any enthusiasm for building a new 
life there. They brooded at the 
thought that their own children might 
come to like the "voluptuous ways. ” 

Tearful and jealous of all around 
them, they became careless, indol¬ 
ent and dirty, ” Driver said. "They 
huddled together in a miserable 
thatched Bowery, a building used 
for Tahitian festivals... 

Here disease found them and 
swept away one-sixth of their num¬ 
ber. .. Sad, hopeless little flock'. 


"They came to me with their 
sorrows, begging to be taken home - 
offering to sell or give all they 
possessed if I would take them." 

They had rather die on Pitcairn, 
they said, than live in Tahiti. 

Driver, the devoted churchman, 
saw his duty. 

He had to rescue the timid Pit¬ 
cairn people from the sinful Tahi¬ 
tians. He was convinced that this 
was the purpose for which "God 
had spared us in that dread storm 
when six other vessels perished 
with their crews." 

And so on August 14, 1831, 
seven months after he sailed out of 
Salem in that fierce winter storm, 
Captain Driver loaded his ship at 
Tahiti with ”65 helpless creatures - 
mostly women and children, " for 
their voyage back to Pitcairn. 

'If ever Joy was depicted on any 
face, it was on the Pitcairners as I 
hoisted sail and pulled away for 
that home from which they had been 
absent about six months," Driver 
wrote. 

The load, plus all their possessions 
and provisions for the three-week 
voyage, and the ship’s crew of 18, 
taxed the Charles Doggett to capacity. 

Driver was aware that they were 
facing one of the most dangerous 
seas known - the Ocean of Coral 



CAPTAIN WILLIAM DRIVER OF THE "CHARLES DOGGETT" 


Reefs, of islands dotted here a’hd . 
there - all this and more." * • 

He had no extra linen for passen¬ 
gers, and he himself slept on deck 
throughout the voyage. Th§. first 
night out, a baby was born. 

"We trusted God, " Drive^wrote. 

"He blessed us with mild, beauti¬ 
ful weather the entire trip of 2>1 
days. We never closed our natch- 
way nor had one case of sickness. “ 

Driver divided the work among 
the passengers. The men did the 
cooking. The women cared for 
the children. The families took 
turns cooking - one family doing 
all the cooking for all passengers 
for one day. He worried because 
they ate only vegetables and fruit... 

Driver, like various British offi¬ 
cers who had visited the island, was 
amazed at the innocence of these 
people who quoted Milton and the 
Bible and spent their days in a dream - 
like blend of religious ardor and 
tropic ease. 

As they approached Pitcairn again, 
Driver said, their mood was somber. 

Tome were pacing the deck, 
slowly and sad," Driver wrote. 

"Very few willing to give way to 
joy. Poor fellows, as we neared 
the land, a silent sorrow seemed 
to prevail." 

On Sunday, September 4, 1831 
Driver finished landing the Pitcairn 
people on their craggy island. 

To show their appreciation to 
Driver for what he had done, they 
presented him a brass pumpbox 
from the Bounty (which Driver later 
had made into porringers and other 
objects). 

And in a little ceremony at the 
water's edge, the Pitcairn people 
gave him a formal note of thanks, 
stating that "Capt. Driver behaved 
with the greatest kindness and hu¬ 
manity becoming a man and a 
Christian. ” 

As his ship sailed away, he heard 
them call out, "God bless you! We 
will write your name .upon our walls!” 
and,Driver said, there was "not a 
dry eye present." 


The note the Pitcairners gave 
Capt. Driver was signed by 
George H. Nobbs, Arthur Quintal. 
John Buffet and John Evans. 

Before the Pitcairners left Tahiti, 
Charles and Maria Christian had a 
son. He was named Charles Driver 
Christian, and when he grew up he 
was known simply as Driver Chris¬ 
tian. He and George Hunn Nobbs 
wrote some of the hymns still 
loved on Pitcairn and on Norfolk 
including "Ship of Fame". 
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UNCIL^RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


NINE NEW FACTORS FOR 
NORFOLK'S MINISTER TO 
WEIGH, SAYS BLUCHER 

He Foresees Another 
Council Delegation 
Going to Canberra 

Cr. Blucher: "On November 2nd 
the Administrator asked Councillors 
if they would give careful considera¬ 
tion to statements made by the 
Minister in a cable received that 
day. 

’There are three aspects of the 
Minister's cable that I would like 
to comment on. 

‘First, I note that no major policy 
decisions about Norfolk Island's 
future will be taken until next year. 
Now this assurance is most welcome. 

"Whilst the Australian-elections 
and summer holidays will distract 
many people from thinking about 
Norfolk Island's future, the Minis¬ 
ter’s statement means that we will 
have three months at least in which 
to continue doing everything we can 
to clear up some of the grave mis¬ 
understandings about Norfolk which 
the Council delegation discovered 
in Canberra recently. 

"Second, it is interesting to note 
that the Minister once again says 
that the Government has not yet 
decided on future Norfolk policies 
and that Senator Withers has not 
yet submitted his views to the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

time to act 

"The Minister seems to be say¬ 
ing that Norfolk Island does not 
have anything to worry about be¬ 
cause a decision has yet to be 
made. 

"This is exactly the time when 
we should be doing our best to put 
our views and the facts of the situa¬ 
tion so that they will be understood 
when a decision is made. Once a 
decision is made it may be too late 
to change it. The time to worry 


and take actions is now, not after 
a decision is announced. 

"The most important aspect of 
the Minister’s cable is that he 
does not appear to feel that any 
useful new information has come 
to light since his visit to Norfolk 
last June. He says: 'If there are new 
factors to be taken into account, 1 
would Very much wish to be informed 
of them.' 

"There are most definitely new 
factors to be taken into account since 
the Minister was here in June and I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to draw some of them to the Minis¬ 
ter's attention. 

"the people of the 
Island are deeply and 
seriously worried" 

"1, The people of Norfolk have 
become more worried about their 
future. At the time of the Minister's 
visit, Council hoped we could clear 
the air and arrive at better under - 
standings by being able to talk face 
to face with the Minister. 

"Council did a great deal of prepara¬ 
tion to be sure that we would be able 
to present the Island viewpoint as well 
as possible. 

"But die Minister's visit did not re¬ 
sult in any real two-way discussions. 

"We still have no real comment 
from the Minister or his Department 
about Council's Discussion Plan for 
Democratic Government on Norfolk 
Island. All we've had is silence and 
the Minister's comment that no use¬ 
ful purpose can be served by further 
discussion and his statement that a 
decision on Norfolk would hopefully 
be taken before the end of the year. 

"We have had no real discussion 
at all. As a result, the people of 
the Island are deeply and seriously 
worried. This is a new factor. 

"Having talked with Mr. Kevin 
Cooper of the Department during the 
delegation’s recent mission to Can¬ 
berra, I would say that the degree 
of this worry is simply not understood 
by the Department and it does not 
appear to be understood by the Min¬ 
ister. It should be recognised. 


good 76/77 result 

"2. The 1976/77 financial re¬ 
sults have shown that Norfolk Island 
is continuing, despite the Australian 
economic slump, to support itself. 
This is new information which con¬ 
tributes important facts to the Gov¬ 
ernment’s consideration of the future 
policy for Norfolk Island. 

"It corrects a mistaken impression 
which existed at the time of the 
Minister's visit that the Island's fi¬ 
nances were in difficulty. 

Tax Office content 


"3. The Australian Taxation Office 
has said just a few weeks ago that 
Norfolk Island does not present any 
problem so far as any emerging tax- 
haven is concerned and that no 
change to either Australian or Nor* • 
folk Island laws are required, so fat 
as Australia's Second Commissioner 
of Taxation is concerned. 

"The Council delegation heard 
these comments with its own ears 
from Mr. Keith Brigdon. 

"This is a new fact not available 
at the time of Sen. Withers' visit 
in June, and it certainly has signifi¬ 
cance for the Government’s con¬ 
sideration of future policies for the 
Island. 

misconceptions 

“4. The Minister himself has ex¬ 
pressed in a letter to me certain 
views which he believes are held by 
the Norfolk Island Council and he is 
fundamentally mistaken in what he 
says. He says we are opposed to 
taxation, which we are not. He says 
we are opposed to proper medical 
and welfare provisions which we are 
not. He says we are opposed to laws 
needed for the protection of the pub¬ 
lic which we are not. 

"I have written to the Minister to 
correct those misconceptions. They 
are related to the most important 
matters raised by the Nimmo Report. 
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The fact that the Minister has had 
incorrect ideas about what the Coun¬ 
cil wants and that correct informa¬ 
tion is seijt to him is essential in¬ 
formation for the Government to take 
into account as it considers Norfolk's 
future. 

Impartial observers 
say Nimmo proposals 
are not good policy 

"5. The Norfolk Island situation 
has been examined by impartial train¬ 
ed observers who have cane to the 
conclusion that the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions would be bad policy for the Gov¬ 
ernment to follow. 

"This has happened since the Minis¬ 
ter's visit in June. 

"Among such trained and impartial 
observers I mention Mr. Stuart Inder 
who is the publisher of the 'Pacific 
Islands Monthly' and one of the best 
informed persons in Australia on the 
subject of the Islands of the Pacific 
and their relations with Australia. 
Commenting in a recent A. B. C. broad¬ 
cast, he said: 'We can't apply the stand¬ 
ards of mainland Australia on Norfolk 
Island and to forcibly attempt to inte¬ 
grate diem into Australian society be¬ 
cause it looks to be a tidy administra¬ 
tive solution. Such a solution must end 
in failure. ’ He added that 'such a col¬ 
onial approach will hardly do Australia's 
image any good.' 

"As a further example of Impartial 
and trained observers who have studied 
Norfolk's situation, I mention Mr. 

Philip Grundy and Mr. Roger Wetten- 
hali, two highly regarded men in the 
field of municipal and federal adminis¬ 
tration. In a lengthy article in the 
academic journal 'Bulletin', they make 
it clear that it would be inappropriate 
for the Australian Government to accept 
the main recommendations of the Nimmo 
Report. 

"As a further example, I mention 
•The Canberra Times',one of Australia's 
best newspapers which has followed the 
Norfolk Island situation carefully and 
which devoted its principal editorial 
space to the subject on October Uth. 

call for referendum 


In referring to the Norfolk Island 
Council's very serious objections 
to the damaging effects of the Nim¬ 
mo reconmendations, *Tbe Canberra 
Times*said; 'Their objections and 
reservations appear to be well found¬ 
ed. The Government should hold an 
official referendum on Norfolk Island 


for reasons of democratic principle 
and plain good political tactics.' 

"As a further example of an in¬ 
dependent expert observer comment¬ 
ing on the Norfolk Island situation, 

I mention the view placed before 
the Senate Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs & Defence by Mr. 

W. Forsyth, the former Secretary- 
General of the South Pacific Com- 
mission. Mr. Forsyth said that in his 
view the decision to implement the 
main Nimmo Report recommenda¬ 
tions could well be labelled 'geno¬ 
cide'. 

"He said there is an absurdity in 
the suggestion that an Island people 
which for a century have lived by 
their own ways should be politically 
submerged and in reality extinguish¬ 
ed as a political gtoup by integra¬ 
tion into the Australian Capital 
Terri tay. 

"Since the Minister's visit in June, 
many impartial and intelligent per¬ 
sons have enquired into the Norfolk 
Island'situation. Almost without 
exception, once they have learnt 
something of die main facts of the 
situation, they have come firmly 
to the view that Norfolk Island should 
be not only allowed but encouraged 
to have local democratic govern¬ 
ment and that it would be damaging 
and irresponsible fa Australia to 
proceed with the recommendations. 

"These considered opinions by per¬ 
sons who are motivated by logic and 
a sense of fair play are a new factor 
in the Norfolk Island situation since 
die Minister's visit and most certain¬ 
ly contributes new matter which the 
Government should take into con¬ 
sideration in weighing future policies 
for Norfolk Island. 

new Senate guideline 

"6. The new information has been 
furnished to the Senate Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Foreign Affairs and Defence 
as a result of which the Committee 
can no longer rely on its 1975 state¬ 
ment >of the position with respect to j 
Norfolk Island and the United Nations.' 

"The Committee's 1976 statement i 
contained many simple errors of fact 
about Norfolk Island. Despite this, 
it appears that the Government has 
relied on the Committee's statement 
as a guideline fa Australian policy. 

"Now that the errors in the state¬ 
ment have been drawn to the Com¬ 
mittee's attention, a different guide¬ 
line appears to be necessary. 

"This is a new factor which has 
emerged since the Minister’s visit 
which surely is essential in die 


Government's consideration of 
Norfolk's future. 

Council statements 

"7. A concise set of statements 
concerning Norfolk Island was pre¬ 
pared by the Council delegation 
in preparation f<?r its mission to 
Canberra. 

"These statements present the 
facts about Norfolk's situation more 
clearly and handily than ever before. 

"The very existence of this set 
of statements which has been made 
available to the Minister only re¬ 
cently is a new factor which should 
aid the Government in its delibera¬ 
tions. 

school applauded 

'8. An independent expert assess¬ 
ment has just indicated that Norfolk 
Island's own self-supported school is 
functioning extremely well. 

"The Assistant Director-General of 
Education in N. S. W., Dr. John 
Vaughan, recently inspected the Nor¬ 
folk Island School and said that the 
quality of teachers is as good as any¬ 
where in N, S. W. and that the per¬ 
formance of youngsters here would 
match performance anywhere. 

"This is important new informa - 
tion on one of the most important 
aspects of good government. 

"Norfolk Island does not need its 
existing systems brushed aside and 
replaced by Australian systems. 

"This recent assessment by one 
of the most foremost educational 
experts in Australia's largest state 
is new information which should be 
recognised and taken into account 
by the Minister in his deliberations 
about Norfolk's future. 


Information needed 


"9. The Council delegation has 
discovered in its many meetings 
with people in Canberra that there 
is inadequate and incorrect informa¬ 
tion about Norfolk in the minds of 
individuals in the Government, 
the Public Service and elsewhere'. 
This inadequate and incarect in¬ 
formation is to be found even in 
the Department of Administrative 
Services. It was mentioned in the 
report of the delegation made to 
the last Council meeting, which 
I hope the Minister will read and 
digest. 
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"This is a newly discovered fac¬ 
tor not realised at the time of the 
Minister's visit in June and is tre¬ 
mendously important to the Govern¬ 
ment’s deliberations about the fu¬ 
ture of Norfolk Island. 

"I can continue, Mr. Chairman, 
but I will simply say that I welcome 
the Minister's statement in his latest 
cable that if there are new factors to 
be taken into account he would very 
much wish to be informed of them. 

"1 have mentioned nine new fac¬ 
tors which have emerged since the 
Minister's visit In June. Each one 
of them can and should contribute 
to the Government's consideration 
for future policy for Norfolk Island, 
and I hope the Minister will indeed 
wish to be informed of them. 

(Cr. Blucher then spoke of Norfolk's 
wish for intelligent assistance from 
Australia - not for subsidies or hand¬ 
outs. He mentioned a wish for help 
in drafting a sound Constitution for 
the Island -- these remarks are in¬ 
cluded on page 6 of this issue.) 

"The other example of die kind 
of help we would welcome is in the 
important and difficult field of so¬ 
cial and welfare services. 

"Norfolk Island's existing system 
of social and welfare service is more 
detailed and effective than the Aust¬ 
ralians realise, but we would like to 
improve; it further and we would like 
to be able to be certain that we are 
not overlooking situations of true need. 
To contribute to this effort, I hope 
the Social & Welfare Committee of 
Council will consider initiating a 
detailed report on just what the pres¬ 
ent system is and how it functions. 
Once it is in hand, we should be 
better able to see what improvements 
might be made. 

"What should Australia's role be in 
this effort? Again, it can be either 
of two things. On one hand, the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices can conclude that little Nor¬ 
folk Island could not possibly know 
anything about social and welfare 
services and could simply ignore our 
effort and push for the removal of 
our systems and for the installation 
of Australia's systems. 

"On the other hand, the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services 
could take a genuine interest if it 
wanted to, study the Committee’s 
report when it is ready, get some 
advice from Australian experts in 
this field,and come talk with us 
about how the Norfolk Island system 
can be best improved and where 
we may be.overlooking weaknesses 
unintentionally. 

"We would welcome that kind of 
help which is die sort of thing Aust - 


ralia could do for Norfolk Island if 
Australia really wanted to help, 
instead of simply wanting to force 
us into the Australian mould. 

"Returning to the Minister's ca¬ 
ble, Sen. Withers says he would 
be prepared to visit die Island again 
at the earliest opportunity to hear 
the views of Council and other resi¬ 
dents, if any new material should 
be presented to him. 

"Earlier, I mentioned nine new 
factors that have arisen since the 
Minister's last visit all of which 
are important in considering the 
Island's future. 

1 do not think any of those re¬ 
quires the Minister coming to Nor¬ 
folk Island again -- they are all 
matters that can be fully consider¬ 
ed in Canberra and I frankly do 
not see that any useful purpose 
would be served by the Minister 
once again attempting to make 
his own private summing up of the 
views of die people of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. if he Intends to take the 
views of the people into full con¬ 
sideration, he can rely on the Solemn 
declarations made by over two-thirds 
of the electors, or he can call a refer¬ 
endum. 

Tf he is unwilling to do either of 
those then I say he does not want to 
hear what the people of the Island 
think. 


"I hope he will 
receive us" 


"However, I would like to reassure 
the Minister that if he should come 
to Norfolk Island we will most certain¬ 
ly receive him and listen carefully 
and thoughtfully to anything he may 
wish to say. 

"On the assumption that Sen. Withers 
will continue to be our responsible 
Minister following the December elec¬ 
tions, I would think it is most likely 
that a further delegation of Council 
will be in Canberra before he is able 
to return to Norfolk Island. If that 
happens, I hope be will receive us. 

"The people of Norfolk, and Aust¬ 
ralia’s reputation as an administering 
power, could both benefit a lot if 
the Minister would give us an under¬ 
standing ear and try to help this Island 
help itself rather than shutting us out. 

'That concludes the prepared state¬ 
ment 1 have, Mr. Chairman. 

"I would like to move that this 
statement, along with other state¬ 
ments made by Councillors, be 
transmitted to the Minister as soon 
as possible." 


M'KENZIE: TO SET BEST, 
GIVE RESPONSIBILITY 

Cr. McKenzie: "1 believe, Mr. 
Chairman, 17 years ago if the Coun¬ 
cil of the day had accepted what 
they'd offer, we may have been 
well on the road to achieving what 
this Council is seeking today. But 
they didn't and may have been ad¬ 
vised not to do so at die time -- 
who knows --so here we start it 
over again. 

"Mr. Chairman, Norfolk Island 
in my opinion has grown up in the 
last ten years and I believe the days 
of an advisory Council have gone. 

"The last three years I’ve been 
sitting here have become the most 
frustrating and waste of time I've 
experienced my time of 8 years 
on this Council. 

"The system is completely 
wrong. There is far too much power 
vested in one man's hands and, with 
due respect to yourself sir and pre¬ 
vious Administrators who have all 
done good jobs in their day, it is 
completely wrong that an Adminis¬ 
trator is supposed to wear two hats 
and unfortunately the hat nearly 
always gets one-sided. 

"The present system is that out¬ 
moded it's unreal and the same 
applies to die Department people 
in Canberra who come out here 
for a couple of days and express 
an opinion -- they know all about 
Norfolk Island and offer wide- 
ranging advice to Ministers and 
really wouldn't have a clue as to 
what they're talking about. 

"Mr. Chairman, it takes many 
years for a person to understand 
Norfolk Island and its people. 

What has been achieved on this 
Island in the last ten years with 
very little outside help, I believe 
is a credit to all concerned and 
should be an example to the ex¬ 
perts who are continually coming 
out here with new schemes, en¬ 
deavouring to disrupt our way of 
life. 

*Mr. Chairman, 1 have always 
believed that you never get the 
best out of a person unless he's 
given the sense of responsibility. 

This certainly does not apply to 
advisory Council set-up. 

"Mr. Chairman, the sooner the 
Minister and the Government wake 
up and give an Island body far 
more say in its own affairs, even 
if it's only a trial period of 5 years, 

I feel the uncertainty, back-stabb¬ 
ing and friction will soon disappear 
and be beneficial to all." 
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Norfolk 

BILL AND RUTH WISEMAN have 
done all of the things you've always 
wanted to do on your property but 
never got around to -- and more. 

I left their 12 acres out at Steels 
Point feeling that after a good long 
holiday I'd better get cracking. 

These two are hard workers and in 
the short time sine e they were 
married in March they have worked 
miracles. Aiming for self-sufficiency, 
they are more than half-way there. 

After driving down the long, citrus, 
Norfolk pine and banana tree-lined 
driveway, leading to their home, the 
first thing that caught my eye was a 
solar oven. Without anything cook¬ 
ing in it the temperature gets up to 
about 250*. If you have a casserole 
cooking in it, it doesn't get above 
die boiling point. If you start off 
about nine o'clock on a sunny day 
the casserole reaches the boiling 
point at about ten and will stay 
just below that until four or five. 

You turn the oven to catch the most 
sunlight and Bill is planning on build¬ 
ing one which turns automatically 
working on a thermostat principle. 

He is also adding two reflector wings 
to the oven which will increase the 
temperature to 400* and then Ruth 
can bake her wonderful Swiss breads 
and cakes in it. The oven is well- 
insulated and perfect for Norfolk liv¬ 
ing. Bill and Ruth first tried a piece 
of corned beef in it (very dubiously) 
and at the end of the day pulled it 
out and were terribly disappointed. 

Bill thought it was a failure and he'd 
have to go back to the drawing board. 
However, he cut a piece off to see 
what it was like, and the knife went 
right through it -- it was delicious. 

While Bill mended a few fences, 

Ruth and 1 sat in their living room 
chatting about Norfolk and our mu¬ 
tual love for the island. Amid huge 
ferns, striking paintings, we talked 
about the Wiseman's overall plans 
and philosophy for their property. 

"As you know. I’ve been wel¬ 
comed here - - I absolutely fell in 
love with this little island and I en¬ 
joy everything here -- living on an 
island like this one has to do some¬ 
thing - no use coming here and try¬ 
ing to live like you do in Australia 
or New Zealand. So I thought - just 
like in the old days, grow something. " 

Grow something -- they have done! 

A quick run-down of things already 
flourishing would Include bananas, 


LIVING 




potatoes, onions, coffee, rhubarb, 
tamarillos, pineapple, beans, cel¬ 
ery, cabbages of several varieties, 
beetroot, carrots, lettuce, tomatoes 
(including tiny Tims), huge straw¬ 
berries, china pears, paw paws, 
grapes, citrus trees, apple trees, 
pear trees, fig trees, plums, peach 
trees, guava, peppers of several var¬ 
ieties etc. 

"When I first came here, ” said 
Ruth, "all of the neighbours kept me 
in fruits and vegetables - eggs - you - 
well, you mention it - that's the 
Norfolk way, and now I have a chance 
to return some of these kindnesses. H 

"We are experimenting with the 
bananas, ’’ Ruth continued. "People 
tell you so many things, you read 
books, but the best way is to experi¬ 
ment yourself. We've started cart¬ 
ing sawdust and putting it around the 
banana trees. It has done tremen¬ 
dous gpod. Bananas can tolerate it - 
some plants can't because it takes the 
nitrogen out of the ground. It is not 
successful on lemon trees." 

The Wisemans do almost everything 
themselves on their 12 acre property 
which goes right to the sea. In the 
banana boom days there were many 
bananas grown on what is now their 
land. Chris Buffett, a neighbour, 
remembers that many beans were 
also grown there for the bean seed 
industry. 

All of you who attended the A. 

& H. Show will recall the interest¬ 
ing display of dried vegetables and 
fruits that Ruth contributed. These 
were all done from their own prod¬ 
uce in drying ovens made by Bill. 
They have four driers and Bill is 
working on a new one which will 
screen the vegetables and fruits 
from the sun but hot air will go up 
through a chimney and on to the 
six wire racks where the vegetables 
and fruits will be spread out. This 
new drier looks like a big chest of 
drawers and operates a bit like a 
solar hot water heater. Screening 
the produce from the sun will pre¬ 
vent the loss of a lot of the colour 
and also will keep more vitamins 
in the foods. 

I asked Ruth how she got started 


with vegetable drying. 

"Well, as you know I am Swiss," 
she said, "and in Switzerland they 
do dry*a lot of things - in the moun¬ 
tains particularly. If you drive up 
in the highlands there are beautiful 
chalets with verandahs all around 
and they have hooks where they hang 
meat after it has been smoked and 
then allow it to sun dry. They have 
a wonderful, dry climate, beauti¬ 
ful summers with cool nights and no 
insects. 

"Here, I started drying vegetables 
in big cabinets with wire bases - a 
piece of glass on top -- all air holes 
are covered with gauze to keep in¬ 
sects out. Celery dries quickly; it 
just takes a day in the sun. I dry 
french beans, do about four bucket¬ 
ful at a time and then store them 
in screw top jars or plastic bags after¬ 
wards. 1 did eight kilos of carrots 
which, after drying, fit into one 
screw top jar. They reconstitute 
very nicely. Some vegetables go 
brown when dried, but potatoes, for 
example, come back almost white 
when reconstituted. (Ruth soaks them 
in cold water for a while and then 
cooks them). 

Ruth has dried beetroot, onions, 
tomatoes, guavas, china pears (very 
successful), peaches, bananas, which 
are most successful, cabbage, and 
will soon try drying grapes, figs and 
after Bill builds a smoker, fish. Bill 
is anxious to try drying eggs too. 

Asked if she'd eventually sell some 
of these dried products, Ruth said, 

"If I have enough. But as soon as I 
finish drying something I give it 
away." 

The tomatoes are excellent after 
being reconstituted for spaghetti, 
tomato soup or chile. The dried 
fruits she uses to make a delicious 
dessert of stewed fruit. As she 
makes her own yogurt too, there 
is nothing lacking. Ruth finds it 
satisfying to be able to dish up 
something interesting for her friends. 
"It is a challenge. Every meal is 
a challenge, “ she finds. 

Ruth doesn't throw any of her 
lemon or orange peels away. They 
are all dried and have a lovely 
aroma. 

With their new drier they hope to 
be able to control the temperature 
better as there are recommended 
temperatures for different things. 
Bananas require the hottest temper- 
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ature for drying - about 16 <Tf. 

More delicate things about 10(P. 

Drier* in direct sunlight go up to 
160°with no trouble at all. One was 
up to 180®in the middle of last sum¬ 
mer. 

Having chooks of our own and al¬ 
ways trying to decide who's turn it 
is to clean the fowl yard. I was very 
impressed with the neat, mobile 
contraption the Wisemans have for 
their chickens. It is a square, wired 
sort of thing that is built on runners 
like a sleigh. It is moveable and 
after the chickens finish eating up . 
the grass under the spot where the 
moveable hen yard is they are able 
to move it to another place. No 
clean up and a dividend of nicely 
fertilised grass is left. 

It was interesting to learn that the 
Pitcairners used to dry fruit. When 
Ruth had visitors recently and gave 
them some dried bananas she was told 
that they didn't do it with driers such 
as the Wisemans have but up on the 
tin roofs. It is completely forgotten 
now. Alice Buffett commented that 
when they were children they used to 
have dried bananas and that they 
used to roll them in icing sugar to 
make them look nicer. Perhaps dry¬ 
ing things on the roof was discovered 
quite accidentally - somebody put 
bananas on the roof somewhere, 
forgot about them and then discover¬ 
ed them perfectly dried and nice and 
chewy a week later. Ruth says the 
bananas can be bleached with lemon 
juice to make them look better. 

At this point in our interview Bill 
came in and poured us sane lovely 
Earl Grey's tea. We discussed some 
of his other projects. Bill's book 
"Living on Norfolk", with drawings 
by Bruce Treloar, recently pub¬ 
lished, is doing well. Additional 
stories and drawings have been add¬ 
ed in the second printing. Also 
recently published are 1978 calendars 
using some of the Treloar drawings. 

Bill has just finished a book on whal¬ 
ing. He still needs to do the paste¬ 
up and Ruth hopes it will be out be¬ 
fore Christmas. 

A new project, and a very interest¬ 
ing one, Is the Gun Museum which 
will be ready for opening in a day 
or two. Open on Tuesdays and Thurs¬ 
days, it holds an impressive collec¬ 
tion of guns and pistols starting with 
military rifles and pistols dating 
from 1850 to 1950. The pistols are 
in beautifully made glass cases built 
by Bill himself and the rifles are on 
the walls in brackets. These are 
displayed that way so people can 
handle them, as they are beautifully 
made. They are kept well-oiled to 
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prevent rust and are mostly breech 
loaders and bolt-action type guns. 

No matter where you look there 
is something happening at the Wise¬ 
mans. Seedlings coming up here, 
coffee beans sitting in a dish wait¬ 
ing for roasting, grapes about ready 
for picking to be dried into raisins,. 
huge succulent strawberries sitting 
on the sink, bananas drying in the 
drier, jars of dried foods waiting to 
be reconstituted when needed, chick¬ 
ens laying well enough so Ruth to her 
amazement even sold some eggs re¬ 
cently, freezers full and -- all sys¬ 
tems go. 

Solar hot water heating, some 
stock, a novel -- these are in the 
pipeline for next year. So far. 



THE RECENT GOOD RAIN would 
be some help garden-wise, al¬ 
though not nearly enough so that 
gardeners can relax j those who 
were sparingly watering the most 
precious flower plants and veget¬ 
ables will most likely be able to 
be a bit more generous. 

Fruit trees already show die 
benefit of the rain. 

Those who have asters in bud, 
or even smaller, beware*. - the 
leaf-roller caterpillar is about. 

These small caterpillars eat the 
centre of young leaves then roll 
themselves up in a leaf. They 
destroy the plants they attack. 

Any spray for sucking or eating 
insects will deal with them. If 
you use a dusting powder, apply 
it early morning while the dew is 
on the foliage. 

Don't neglect citrus trees --as 
soon as fruit is well set, spray with 
summer oil for it is better to pre¬ 
vent scale than wait until it is in 
possession. The scale 1 refer to is 
waxy white and when pressed shows 
a pinky coloured "animal"; these 
suck the sap and so cause fruit to 
be small and sometimes dry even 
to dropping off when quite small. 
Only by caring for your tree will 
you reap a good clean harvest of 
quality fruit. 

In dry conditions when hand water¬ 
ing, just don't pour the water on 
the plant -- make a small depression 
or hole at the base and slowly pour 
the water as it soaks away. When 
finished, cover over damp area 
with a little soil. This way your 
plant will get the most benefit 
from the watering. 
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WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


WITH THE PARTY SEASON almost 
upon us it's probably as good a 
time as any to think of Punch (a 
funny name to give something 
which shcu Id be anything but 
aggressive and is, in this sense, 
simply a diminutive of "puncheon" 
which is a large cask). 

One of the following is a well 
tried but somewhat elaborate recip# 
designed to satisfy the perfectionist 
and a couple are your scribe's own 
simplifications which, happily, s eMto 
to please his guests while pandering 
his personal laziness. With each m 
them I suggest you leave your choice 
old bottles to gather cobwebs as they 
may while you use the quite good 
wines which now come in flagons 
or the newer so-called casks - there 
is some really good value in these, 

RED WINE PUNCH 
You will need for about 16 servings; 
i cup sugar 
2/3 cup water 
1 cup pineapple juice 

1 cup lemon juice 

2 cups orange juice 

a 3 inch stick of cinnamon or 
equivalent powdered 
6 cloves 

several snips of lemon peel 
1 bottle or equivalent of red win* 

- (Burgundy rather than Claret style) 
Just boil for 10 minutes together 
sugar, water, cloves, cinnamon and 
peel then strain and cool before add¬ 
ing the juices and wine then chill. 

For quick and easy I use the f ollow- 
ing with variations as convenient: 

1 part crushed pineapple 
4 parts orange juice 

1 part grapefruit juice 

2 parts dry white 
plenty of crushed ice 

Or this one: 

2 parts pineapple juice 
| part lemon juice 
1 part dry white 

enough fruit salad for colour and 
zest, crushed ice 
You can play around and vary the 
quantities to taste (1 use a table¬ 
spoon when tasting not a schooner!) 

I have found Hardy's Reisling Hock 
in casks goes very well. 

Wishing you all a happy festive 
season with all the joys of moderation. 
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IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE that Christ¬ 


mas time is less than a month away. 
It seems such a short time ago that 
we were celebrating Christmas '76. 

I think it's a tremendous time for 
children as they learn the Christmas 
story and look forward to Santa's 
visit. Just the other day a young 
chap was telling his Mum what he'd 
like from Santa and she told him 
he'd better write and let Santa know. 
"I can't, " said the child, "I don't 
know his address"! His 11 year old 
brother piped up, "P.O. Box...., 
Norfolk Island"! ! Bet his Mum 
could have clonked him one - how¬ 
ever, the junior member of the 
family didn't realise that his brother 
had quoted their own post box numb¬ 
er, so the magic of Christmas was 
preserved. 

It is especially exciting for the 
Infants Section of the School this 
year as they have swapped their 
concert time with the Primary and 
Secondary who held their concert in 
second term, and the Infants are hav¬ 
ing theirs on Wednesday, 7th Decem¬ 
ber. I think by the time the date 
comes around most parents will know 
the plays almost right through! The 
Kinders are busy rehearsing a Nativ¬ 
ity Scene and 1st Class are learning 
a play about Mr. & Mrs. Santa, but 
that's all I'll tell you now! With all 
the rehearsing and preparation that's 
going on behind the scenes, I think 
it should be a tremendous night. 

Saturday, November was a very 
busy day for the Guide and Scout 
Movement here on Norfolk. It was 
the day of their first combined rally 
held on the oval at Kingston. Each 
group - Scouts, Guides, Cubs and 
Brownies - had their own "corner” 
of the field where they had erected 
a tent for the day. After the Parade 
and Flag Raising Ceremony, the first 
activity was a time of games and 
various races. I think there was a 
good deal of friendly rivalry between 
the four groups! Cubmaster, Albert 
Buffett, was announcer for the day 
and he kept the spectators informed 
of what was happening. After the 
lunchbreak, everyone was invited 
to gather closer to watch the groups 
demonstrate some of the skills 
they’d learnt during the year. 

The first demonstration by the 
Cubs was quite exciting - a chariot 
race. The chariots were made of 
guava stakes lashed together with 


rope. There were four "horses" and 
one jockey to each chariot. The 
winning jockey was Robert Turton 
and his horses were Greg and Chris 
Magri, Mark Fitzpatrick and Brian 
Buffett. 

The Brownies were next to demon¬ 
strate their skills in first-aid. The 
first Brownie "Six" demonstrated 
what to do when a child's clothes 
catch fire. Marguerita Sampson was 
the victim and was quickly engulfed 
in a blanket, rolled round and round 
and carefully lifted on to a stretcher. 
Another "Six" showed what to do if 
a house catches fire when everyone 
is asleep. 

The spectators then wandered over 
to the far corner of the oval to watch 
the Guides demonstrate their skill at 
setting up camp. With Guide Captain, 
Fay Bataille, supervising a tent was 
soon erected with beds set up. I 
particularly liked the racks made 
from sticks to keep sleeping bags and 
shoes up off the damp ground. The 
girls had also set up a fire for cooking, 
another rack for the firewood, and al¬ 
so a washstand. They'd even made a 
clothesline -- all very neat indeed. 

And the tent didn't fall down! ! 

Trevor Calder and "Nobby" Bruce 
are the Scout Leaders and they had 
organised the Scouts to give a really 
skillful demonstration. The boys 
built a "watch" tower which was about 
15 ft. off the ground and also a rope 
bridge. Anyone was invited to test 
the strength of the boys’ knots. There 
weren't any takers among the adults but 
a few of the boys walked their way 
across. 

The whole day was a real credit to 
all those connected with the two 
Movements - the leaders and the 
young people taking part who were ob¬ 
viously thoroughly enjoying themselves. 

Another well organised activity held 
during November was the Chinese Wine 
and Dine evening held at the Leagues 
Club on Saturday, November 19th. 

It was organised by the 6th Grade School 
Tour Committee to raise funds to send 
next year's 6th class on a tour of New 
Zealand. Schoolteacher, Paul Travers, 
together with parents of those who will 
be in 6th class next year had organised 
the evening. The Leagues Club had 
been changed into a Chinese Restaur¬ 
ant with dragons and Chinese symbols 
decorating the walls. The tables set 
for 4 were covered with bright red 
tablecloths, and softly lit by candles 


in bamboo holders. The waitresses 
must have been specially "imported" 
from China for the evening. They 
did a marvellous job of serving the 
six courses to all the tables. The 
first course was dhicken-egg soup 
followed by sweet and sour fish, 
beggar's curried chicken, oriental 
pork, beef strips and onions. And 
for those who had any room left at 
all, there were Chinese cookies 
and Chinese tea to complete the 
meal. 

Congratulations to those parents 
who worked so hard to provide a de¬ 
lightful evening. 

The Junior Rugby Football League 
had its Presentation Afternoon too 
on Sunday, 27th November. Those 
present thoroughly enjoyed the film 
"The Iron Maiden", a story about an 
old traction engine which took part 
in several rallies - not only did the 
boys enjoy the film but the mums 
and dads did also. After a sausage 
sizzle. President of the Junior League, 
Piute Snell, invited the Administrator 
to present the cups to the winning 
teams. In the Midgets Division, 

Blacks had won the competition and 
captain, Aaron Graham, went for¬ 
ward to receive his team's trophy. 
Craig Wallace received Gold team's 
trophy for winning the Junior ! com¬ 
petition and the A competition was 
won by the Blacks. Shane Wallace 
was the proud captain. Best and 
fairest award in the Midgets Divis¬ 
ion was won by Aden Butterfield. 

Craig Wallace, who had scored 81 
tries during the season, kicked 15 
goals and scored a total of 216 points 
for his team, was voted Best& Fair¬ 
est for the Junior B Division. His 
brother, Shane Wallace, was voted 
Best & Fairest in the Junior A Divis¬ 
ion. 

The boys really enjoy their foot¬ 
ball on a Sunday and are extremely 
lucky to have coaches Kevin Will¬ 
iams, Ross Reynolds, Peter Meers, 

Barry Jones, David Sanders and Alan ' 
Baker who are willing to spend the 
time training the youngsters who 
will eventually play in the Senior 
League. 

At the conclusion of the after¬ 
noon, Aaron Graham and Michael 
Keeping presented Skeet Anderson 
with a farewell gift in appreciation 
for all his work with the Junior 
League. 

You wouldn't believe what's happen¬ 
ing as I'm sitting here writing - the 
jolly cat is having kittens under one 
of the boy's beds. Oh dear, there's 
never a dull moment here on Nor¬ 
folk! 

Cheerio for now. 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS•WHOLESALERS RETAILERS . 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 
j •REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . . 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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New Year’s chores 


NORFOLK IS NEAR-PARADISE COMPARED WITH OTHER. TROUBLED 
PARTS OF THE WORLD - BUT SOME PROBLEMS ARE NEGLECTED, 
WILL THE ISLAND BE ALLOWED TO GET ON WITH THEM IN 1918? 

PAGE 9 


Norfolk’s fate in his hands 


MR. R. J. ELLICOTT'S APPOINTMENT AS NORFOLK'S MINISTER HAS 
BEEN WELCOMED. HOW WILL HE HANDLE THE ISLAND? THERE 
ARE A LOT OF FAVOURABLE CLUES ON THE RECORD. PAGE 4 


Amazing 1977 


IT WAS ONE OF THE MOST EVENTFUL YEARS IN ISLAND HISTORY. 

A FIVE-PAGE REVIEW OF MORE THAN 60 EVENTS - AND AN OPINION 
POLL ON WHAT THE BIGGEST STORY WAS. PAGE 6 


Tourism increases 


WE HAD 19,250 VISITORS LAST YEAR - A SLIGHT INCREASE OVER 
1916, IN SPITE OF SOME ADVERSE CIRCUMSTANCES. PAGE 10 


Need on Norfolk? 


THE ISLAND'S SYSTEM OF SOCIAL WELFARE HAS GREAT STRENGTHS, 
BUT A SURVEY OF COMMUNITY LEADERS SHOWS SOME WEAKNESSES. 

PAGE 27 


The Tahitian heritage 


A REMARKABLE SCHOLARLY BOOK DESCRIBES TAHITIAN LIFE IN 
1789, WHEN THE ISLANDERS' MATERNAL ANCESTORS UVED THERE. 

PAGE 31 


PLUS; ADMIN DISCOVERS A REVIEW OF THE P.S.REGS. THAT HAS 
BEEN GOING ON FOR ALMOST 15 YEARS...MORE ON NORFOLK AND 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION... COUNCIL JACKS UP ON PUB¬ 
LIC HO LIDA YS ORDINANCE... GARDEN NOTES.. . RECIPE FOR HOW 
TO COOK A HUSBAND...SOCIAL EVENTS IN "LETTER FROM HOME" 



FROM GERMANY 
A WIDE RANGE OF FOOTWEAR. 
TRACKSUITS, T-SHIRTS. 
SHORTS. TRAVEL BAGS 


WORLD-LEADING FISHING 
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NORFOLK’S GOVERNMENTAL situ¬ 
ation may be radically changed 
with Mr. Ellicott as Minister. 

For 13 months the Island’s elect¬ 
ed Councillors have had to spend 
almost all their available energy 
fighting off a threat to Norfolk's 
distinctiveness, rights and way of 
life. 

With a Minister who seems likely 
to care about the Island and its 
people, the Councillors may be 
able to stop fighting for survival 
and concentrate on some serious 
local problems. 

Australia has allowed such prob¬ 
lems to worsen by ignoring them. 
Nearly three years ago, when the 
Royal Commission was conceived, 
the Commonwealth's machinery 
for administering Norfolk's long¬ 
term problems and policies was 
simply switched off. Decisions on 
important matters were put off, in 
the expectation that the Commis¬ 
sion's report would solve every¬ 
thing. 

But the report, based on errors of 
fact and containing recommenda¬ 
tions that conflicted with one ano¬ 
ther, didn't solve anything; it just 
proposed that Norfolk should be 
swept under the carpet. The prob¬ 
lems remain. Here are ten. 

Responsible government. It is’a 
disgrace in a western democracy 
that the comparatively well-edu¬ 
cated, intelligent and law-abiding 
people of Norfolk Island have no 
authority at all in making the laws 
that govern them, but are admini¬ 
stered as if they were an institution 
full of delinquents. Council has be¬ 
gun drafting a proper constitution. 
This work should be pressed forward. 

Social welfare. The Island system, 
based essentially on the family, has 
great strengths but some shortcosn - 
ings. These need to be corrected. 

If ihey aren't, the Island runs the 
risk of having the mainland system 
imposed on it, even though that 
would almost certainly do more 
harm than good. 


Immigration laws . Permits to al¬ 
low new settlers to move to the Isl¬ 
and were "temporarily" discontin¬ 
ued on May 3, 1914. As a result, 
immigration has become a hodge¬ 
podge of hope, bluff, anxieties, 
misconceptions and unwritten poli¬ 
cies. Council has given Australia 
quite clear advice about what the 
law should be. It is bumbling ad¬ 
ministration that Australia is un¬ 
willing to exercise the existing law 
and incapable of enacting a new 
one. 

Economic management . To gov- 
em Norfolk competently, it is nec¬ 
essary to know how the Island's ec - 
onomy works - and no one really 
knows. The Administration does 
not even have a proper grip on its 
own planning: It expected a deficit 
of over $100, 000 in 1976/77, and 
to its surprise wound up with almost 
that big a surplus. Council's effort 
to secure the services of an eco¬ 
nomic adviser was called "unwar¬ 
ranted" by Australia, and blocked 
by the Administrator. This is ir¬ 
responsible government and it needs 
correction promptly. 

Public service . The public service 
has a particularly strong role to 
play on Norfolk - developing com¬ 
munity leaders, nurturing the Isl¬ 
and, being responsive to the pub¬ 
lic. There have been unfortunate 
pressures for Administration emp¬ 
loyees to regard themselves as the 
Administrator’s private team, re¬ 
sponsible only to him and to Can¬ 
berra, somehow set apart from the 
rest of the Island. Much closer links 
need to be built between the public 
service and Council: links of infor¬ 
mation, and of collaboration in 
managing the Island for the great¬ 
est public benefit. 

The Commons . Over-stocked, 
over-grazed, commencing to erode, 
and infested with pests, the Com¬ 
mons is not serving the Island any¬ 
where near as well as it should, in 
the public interest. Clear remed¬ 
ies have been described by pastoral 


authorities in Australia. It will be 
hard to implement them because 
individuals’ interests are at stake, 
but the longer it is put off the worse 
the situation wiU get. 

Tourism management. Norfolk 
tourism held up very well last year 
but big reductions in other interna¬ 
tional air fares are ahead, and the 
Island could suddenly be at a dis¬ 
advantage. Are our tourist facili¬ 
ties high enough in quality? Are the 
Island's prices getting out of line? 
Are the new package deals a good 
thing, in the long run? There is a 
serious need to monitor the industry 
and, if necessary, to police it. 

Island planning . The Admin tries 
its best, but is handicapped by the 
absence of proper laws. As in the 
case of immigration, "rules’* are 
being enforced without ever hav¬ 
ing been enacted. Sensible legi¬ 
slation, reflecting the interests and 
wishes of the Island, is needed. 

Energy policy . Norfolk’s situa¬ 
tion in very different from Austra¬ 
lia’s, and Australian rules of thumb 
are inapplicable here. We have - 
more generating capacity than is 
used; fuel oil and bottled gas are 
going to become ever more costly; 
and die Island may be a classic 
case of suitability for solar, wind 
or tidal energy use. A long-range 
Norfolk Island energy policy is 
needed. 

Taxation policy. Norfolk must 
continue supporting itself to sur¬ 
vive with self-respect. Problems 
like the ones mentioned here will 
require money. Residents say they 
are willing to pay necessary local 
taxes. What kind of taxes should 
they be? The question needs an¬ 
swering. 

• 

People in Canberra have no par¬ 
ticular reason to understand or to 
care about Norfolk. That is why, 
after 63 years in which they have 
had absolute control over the Isl¬ 
and, such basic problems are 
unattended to. 

The problems will never be 
solved until the people who under¬ 
stand them and are affected by 
them are given the authority and 
encouragement to deal with them. 

It has been a waste of human ef¬ 
fort that so many people on Nor¬ 
folk lived In fear of Australia all 
through 1977. Let us pray we can 
put fear behind us and get to work 
on real problems in 1978. 

Norfolk is ready and willing If you 
are, Mr. Ellicott. 
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NO BASIC RECOMMENDATION HAS YET BEEN MADE TO CABINET ON NORFOLK'S FUTURE FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 
WHEN IT IS MADE, IT WILL COME FROM THE MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ISLAND. AND WE KNOW QUITE A 
LOT ABOUT THE NEW MAN WHO HOLDS 


Norfolk Island’s Fate in His Hands 


AUSTRALIA'S administering of Nor¬ 
folk was handed to a new Minister 
and a new Department on Decemb¬ 
er 20th. 

Hon. Robert J. Eliicott, 48, was 
sworn in as Minister for Home Affairs 
by the new Governor-General, Sir 
Zelman Cowen,- -Mr. Eliicott also 
became Minister for the Capital 
Territory. 

Sen. R. G. Withers continues to be 
Minister for Administrative Services 
in the new Liberal - N.C. P. coali¬ 
tion cabinet, but he and his Depart¬ 
ment no longer have any direct role 
in Norfolk Island affairs. 

Beaming smiles and exclamations 
of delight spread over the Island as 
news of the change was passed along. 

First to learn of it was President of 
Committees Bill Blucher. Mr. John 
Haslem, who was returned as Member 
of the House of Representatives for 
Canberra by a narrow margin at the 
election December 10th, rang Cr. 
Blucher from Canberra shortly after 
the Ministry had been decided on. 
on Monday evening the 19th. 

Cr. Blucher relayed the news to 
other members of Council that night 
at the Council's pre-Christmas dinner. 

Radio Australia broadcast the story 
the next morning on its 8am (Norfolk 
time) Australian news. As the broad¬ 
cast is not relayed over VL2NI, it 
was heard only by residents who 
happened to be listening to short 
wave. 

Word that "Withers is gone - Ellicott's 
the Minister now!" rippled over the 
Island as the day went on. The most 
common reaction seemed to be "What 
a Christmas present!" 

"Couldn't go past Bob 
Eliicott" — Blucher 

Cr. Blucher said Tf we must have 
a Minister, I couldn't go past Bob 
Eliicott." 

Cr. Greg Quintal said it was one 
of the best pieces of news he could 
imagine. 

The Island's reaction was partly one 
of relief that Norfolk had survived a 
year of hammering from Sen. Withers 
who consistently rubbished Island views 
and seemed determined to push 
through the recommendations of the 
Nimmo report regardless of what resi¬ 
dents wanted. 


But the reaction was also based on 
knowledge of Mr. Eliicott, who enters 
the office with a better-informed un¬ 
derstanding of Norfolk than any Minis¬ 
ter since Australia took up responsibil¬ 
ity for the Island's administration 63 
years ago. 

Norfolk's first-hand impressions of 
Mr. Eliicott were gained last June, 
when he accompanied Sen. Wilbers 
on a five-day visit here. 


HON. ROBERT J. ELUCOTT 

At a three-hour meeting on June 
7 th, broadcast to the Island, the vis¬ 
itors heard Councillors talk about 
the main Nimmo report recommenda¬ 
tions and had a chance to question 
the Council and draw out more of 
its thinking. 

Sen. Withers asked about several 
points of fact, mostly related to the 
airport. But during the discussion 
most of his remarks were not ques¬ 
tions but interjections, often with a 
tongue-in-cheek tone. (Having 
heard Council's proposal that the 
Australian-appointed Administrator 
should handle only Commonwealth 
matters, and let Council deal with 
the Island's own problems, he said 
"I think I'll have to auction off the 
job!’) 

Mr. Eliicott presented a totally 
different appearance. Gentle but 
serious, he probed into one subject 
after another, trying to get a clear 
understanding of local thinking. 

"How do you feel about being 
Australians?" he asked, and pursued 
the question. The subject is a diffi¬ 
cult one because it goes into sub¬ 
conscious feelings, developed from 
childhood, and the answers were var¬ 
ied. Cr. Greg Quintal said plainly 


that he was a Norfolk Islander, not 
an Australian; Cr. Roy Smith made 
it clear that Islanders had been loyal 
Australians in war times. 

Mr. Eliicott was concerned about 
the continuing use of Norfolk as a 
place where Australians might avoid 
stamp duties. He noted that the 
Island's revenues included $200, 000 
in company fees, and wanted to know 
whether this was because of stamp 
duty avoidance schemes. 

He talked about possible representa¬ 
tion of Norfolk in Parliament, saying 
that representation wasn't necessarily 
In conflict with the idea of self- 
government on the Island. He ob¬ 
served that it would be possible for 
Norfolk to be represented without 
becoming part of the Canberra elec¬ 
torate. 

He was interested in the nature of 
Norfolk's economy, and invited in¬ 
formation about how sound the econ¬ 
omy is within itself, as distinct from 
external factors such as tourism. 

He wanted to know how health 
services are "delivered" - what do 
people have to pay? - is there any 
free medicine? - how is the hospital 
financed? - who pays the doctor? 

Aust. laws? Perhaps 
"In special cases" 

He cross-questioned Cr. McIntyre 
about Council's wish that Australian 
laws should not automatically apply 
here. He seemed to understand Cr. 
McIntyre's point that the Berwick 
judgment in the High Court did not 
require the extension of all Austral¬ 
ian laws here, as Sir John Nimmo had 
implied. He observed that there 
might be reasons why the Common¬ 
wealth would feel obliged, "in spe¬ 
cial cases", to extend certain laws 
to Norfolk because of Australia's in¬ 
ternational obligations. 

Whether Australian laws should 
apply here automatically, he said, 
depended on whether there should 
be some form of self-government on 
the Island, or none. 

He wanted to find out w he diet 
Council thought the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment should pay all the costs of 
the airport. 

He dug into another deep-buried 
question by asking about Pitcairn 
rights - were they something that 
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applied only to people of Pitcairn 
bloodline, or did they apply to the 
whole community living on Norfolk? 

He was interested that both Cr. 

Quintal and Cr. Smith seemed to 
feel that once an outsider had been 
accepted into the community he or 
she became part of it in a full way. 
"They’re part of the community and 
I think they've accepted Norfolk 
Island as a distinct Island from Aust¬ 
ralia. " said Cr. Smith. "They've 
forgotten their way of life over there, 
they've moved into our way of life 
here and they're part of the Island. 

I just want to draw that point that 
a lot of Australians have always been 
living amongst us." 

Mr. Ellicott showed a serious cqn- 
cern about possible hardship on the 
Island. He asked Cr. Blucher, "An 
important thing in my mind would 
be whether the way in which you live, 
or which you are living, leaves a 
group of people deprived in any way 
and in need in any way. Are there 
substantial numbers of people on this 
Island who are in any way deprived, 
you know, in die sense of economi¬ 
cally and otherwise deprived?” 

Cr. Blucher said Sir John Nimmo 
had found no one deprived of necess¬ 
ities, but ihat didn't satisfy the 
Attorney-General. "What do you 
say, though?" he asked Cr. Blucher. 
"Pardon?” said Cr. Blucher. "What 
do ^ou say?" asked Mr. Ellicott. 

"I would say, no there is not..." 
said Cr. Blucher. 

During the five-day visit Mr. 

Ellicott made it his business to 
learn as much as he could about 
the Island while Sen. Withers was 
being besieged with residents and 
delegations wanting to see him. 

Mr. Ellicott spent a good part of 
one day visiting people in their 
homes. He made arrangements be¬ 
forehand to see that they would not 
mind his calling in, but the calls 
were on his initiative. 

During his visit on the Island Mr. 
Ellicott became acquainted with 
several legal matters that were 
concerning individual residents. He 
undertook to look into these, and 
did just that after he had returned to 
the pressures of his work as Attorney- 
General. In the weeks after his re¬ 
turn to Australia he reported back 
to the Island on these matters, some 
of them in great detail, 

Mr. Ellicott's appointment as Min¬ 
ister was also welcomed because of 
his extensive background in Austral¬ 
ian Constitutional law, and because 
he has studied Norfolk's constitution¬ 
al position and found that it involves 
some Important principles. 

In 1976 he and Mr. M.H. McLell- 
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I and, Q. C. were retained to study 
I Norfolk’s constitutional relationship 
with the Commonwealth, and pre¬ 
pared a formal legal opinion on it. 

The opinion was presented to the 
Royal Commission, but was not re¬ 
ferred to in the Commission's final 
report. (A long excerpt from this 
opinion was reprinted in the October. 
1977 issue of The News.) It said that 
it is cleat that the Commonwealth 
should administer Norfolk for the bene¬ 
fit of Norfolk and its inhabitants, ra¬ 
ther than for the Commonwealth's 
benefit; and It said that a long-stand¬ 
ing constitutional convention provides 
that taxes levied on a colony should 
be used only few the colony's benefit. 

When the three-man Council dele¬ 
gation visited Canberra in October 
Mr. Ellicott talked with them at 
length. The Councillors asked him 
i .whether he had any objection to 
their making full use of the 1975 
legal opinion he and Mr. McLelland 
bad written. He said he had no ob¬ 
jection. 

If Mr. Ellicott felt that his 1976 
opinion might have been affected 
by events since then - the Berwick 
decision or the Royal Commission 
report, for example - he could quite 
easily have given the three Coun¬ 
cillors some note of caution. It 
could have been as mild a comment 
as, 'That was my opinion in 19?5 - 
whether events since then would al¬ 
ter my opinion, I couldn't say with¬ 
out studying it." But he apparently 
gave no such caution. If his 1975 
opinion is still fully valid, it would 
have immense consequences for his 
administering of Norfolk, and for 
recommendations that he will doubt¬ 
less have to make to the Government 
concerning the Nimmo report. 

Interest, helpfulness 

The Council delegation's talk with 
Mr. Ellicott was informal, personal 
and generally off-the-record. But 
all three delegates have said that 
Mr. Ellicott's attitude throughout 
the talk was one of interest and 
helpfulness, an d of trying to aid 
the Councillors in finding ways to 
achieve their aims. 

Perhaps even more significant 
for Norfolk is that Mr. Ellicott gave 
toe clearest possible proof during 
1977 that he believes that principles 
are more important than votes. 

As Attorney-General he was re¬ 
sponsible for recommending Govern¬ 
ment policies in toe "Sankey" case, 
in which a N. S. W. solicitor had 
brought a law suit against Mr. Whit- 
lam and other Labor leaders concern¬ 
ing their conduct in toe “Loans Affair". 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, 
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apparently acting on a tradition that 
Governments should not prosecute 
their predecessors, is reported to have 
instructed toe Attorney-General that 
the. matter should be wound up and 
permitted to fade away. 

Mr. Ellicott replied that such a de¬ 
cision was his to make, as toe Gov¬ 
ernment's senior legal officer, and 
should not be imposed on him as a 
political matter. It was a question 
of principle, and when toe Prime 
Minister insisted, Mr. Ellicott resign¬ 
ed from his office. 

Matter «f principle 

He was widely praised in toe press 
fee his action. One of toe most force¬ 
ful comments was from the acid- 
dipped pen of cartoonist Larry Picker¬ 
ing, who drew a scene of Mr. Elli¬ 
cott as a small dog, impounded, with 
a large bone labelled "principle". 

The Prime Minister is saying to him, 
"You can't bring principles into toe 
bouse, boy. It doesn't hurt to bury 
them sometimes." The resigned 
Attorney-General answers in a small 
voice, "Hurts me." 

The significance of this for Norfolk 
is that toe Island's arguments against 
the Nimmo report have been entirely 
matters of principle - matters of what 
is fair, reasonable and decent. One 
of toe biggest problems (tagJmg Coun¬ 
cil in trying to win support for Nor¬ 
folk's case on toe mainland has been 
that there are simply no votes in toe 
issue, one way or another, for Aust¬ 
ralian Parliamentarians. And there 
is a simple, blunt fact of life that 
politicians generally must concentra¬ 
te on issues that will win or lose 
votes, and ignore other kinds of 
issues. 

Mr. Ellicott's interest to learn what 
Norfolk people really think, hit com¬ 
petence as a constitutional lawyer, 
his 1975 legal opinion on Norfolk's 
constitutional status, his attention 
to toe needs and wotries of individu¬ 
als on toe Island, his co-operation 
and encouragement to toe Council 
delegation and his practical know¬ 
ledge of how toe Attorney-General's 
Department actually functions make 
his appointment as Minister good news 
for Norfolk. 

But most important of all is that be 
placed a matter of principle even 
above his own position. On Norfolk 
Island, which is Struggling for toe 
principle that toe people of a colony 
should not have their rights and their 
form of government radically changed 
without their consent, Mr. ElUcott'l 
► appointment suddenly made 1978 
look like a year of hope and prom¬ 
ise. 

5 



'YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN HERE," PEOPLE WILL SAY YEARS FROM NOW. IT WAS 

The Amazing Year of 77 

AND THESE WERE 63 OF THE MAIN EVENTS THAT MADE NEWS ON THE ISLAND 


1977 WILL GO INTO the history 
books as one of the most eventful 
years Norfolk has had. 

Late in 1976 the Nimmo Royal 
Commission report had recommend¬ 
ed that the Island should become 
part of the Canberra electorate and 
be annexed into Australia. After 
121 years as a separate and distinct 
colony, Norfolk realised it might 
have to struggle to maintain its 
identity and its way of life. 

Actions spoke 
louder than words 

The struggle was mainly with 
the hierarchy of Norfolk’s Minister, 
its administering Department in 
Canberra, and its resident Adminis¬ 
trator. They insisted that no de¬ 
cisions had been made; but their 
actions clearly showed support for 
die Nimmo proposals. A small 
minority of residents also support¬ 
ed die proposals, asking for the 
immediate extension of Common¬ 
wealth social welfare benefits to 
people on the Island. 

The Administrator nudged Coun¬ 
cillors by observing that Canberra 
was a marginal electorate, and 
that by joining it Norfolk might 
have far more influence on Com¬ 
monwealth affairs than the Island's 
numbers would at first indicate. 

Poor rain year, 
good tourist year 

The Island’s drought went into its 
third year. Bores that had been re¬ 
liable for years went dry, and cattle 
owners watched paddocks go short. 

Tourism continued to be the 
Island's economic mainstay, and 
held up well in spite of recession 
conditions in Austtalia and New 
Zealand. 

For people on the Island the great¬ 
est events, as always, were the hu¬ 
man ones - babies born, youngsters 
completing school, young people 
being married, and the inevitable 
pains of illness and deaths. 

But for future historians, and for 
residents reflecting bn the public 
events of the year gone by, here 
were some of die main news stories 
of 1977. 


January, instead of being holiday 
time, was thick with Nimmo prob¬ 
lems - at least for the Island's Coun¬ 
cillors. 

No grave danger, 
Minister said 

The Minister, Sen. Withers, brush¬ 
ed aside Council's fear that the Nim¬ 
mo plans would seriously damage the 
Island. "I do not agree that there is 
a grave danger that Norfolk Island 
may be seriously damaged," he 
cabled. 

The next day he had more to say. 
An inter-Departmental Committee, 
which had planned to visit the Island 
before making-up its mind about Nim¬ 
mo, would not be visiting after all. 
"The matter of a visit by officers of 
Taxation and Social Security, ” said 
Sen. Withers, "with the objective of 
better informing residents concern - 
ing prospective entitlements will be 
separately considered." 

Councillors shocked 
but kept working 

The Councillors were stunned. 

“I am surprised and rather shocked, " 
said Cr. Blucber. "I am deeply 
shocked, ” said Cr. Ryves. "I am at 
a loss, " said Cr. McIntyre. "I am 
shocked at the Minister's reply, " 
said Cr. Bennett. "I am deeply 
shocked and disappointed, ' said 
Cr. Smith. "We are just wasting 
our time," said Cr. McKenzie, "they 
are not going to take the slightest bit 
of notice of what we say. ” 

But they continued meeting, sev¬ 
eral times a week, to hammer out 
their views on the 72 Nimmo recom¬ 
mendations, which the Minister said 
he'd consider if he had them by Feb¬ 
ruary 17 th. 

Nlnno supporters 
were quick to aove 

Councillors also invited the public 
to present views, in person or in wri¬ 
ting. Several residents objected that 
more public meetings were not called. 

A petition expressing support in 
principle for the Nimmo report, and 
specifically asking for social welfare 
benefits, began circulating. 


Elsie Hickey 
was honoured 

Elsie Hickey was invested with the 
British Empire Medal, for services to 
the community. 

The number of tourists holidaying 
on the Island was close to 2, 000 - 
about B°lc ahead of January, 1976. 

The Norfolk mouse 
roared In February 

February, for people overseas, was 
"the month the Norfolk mouse roared." 

The Council completed its broad 
comments on the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions a week ahead of schedule, and 
sent a 100-odd page report to the Minis¬ 
ter. 

Councillors also asked urgently for 
a referendum to be held, to determine 
how Norfolk residents really felt about 
being integrated into Australia. The 
Department had pooh-poohed the idea 
in December, but Sen. Withers him¬ 
self hadn't commented. Council 
begged him for an answer, in time 
for their February meeting - - but no 
answer came. On meeting day, Feb¬ 
ruary 9th, the Administrator did his 
best to reach Sen. Withers, who was 
in Western Australia. He couldn't. 

U.N. appeal made 
headlines overseas 

The eight elected Councillors, dis¬ 
tressed at having no reply and fearing 
that Parliament might swallow up Nor¬ 
folk early after re-convening in Feb¬ 
ruary, stepped outside their Council 
roles and wrote to the United Nations 
as individual residents. They des¬ 
cribed titeir fears, and asked the U. N. 
for protection against being integrated 
into Australia without a referendum. 

The appeal made front-page head¬ 
lines in newspapers around Australia, 
and echoed in the press, radio and TV 
in other countries. Would the U. N. 
act on the appeal? What were Nor¬ 
folk's rights? No one was quite sure - 
but the great momentum that seem¬ 
ed to be rolling the Nimmo report 
forward was suddenly halted, at least 
for the moment. 

Believing that Sen. Withers had 
not been able to give serious person¬ 
al attention to either the Nimmo re- 
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port or the Island’s fears about it. 
Council quickly tried to arrange a 
meeting with him. They cabled 
that they were convinced the "im¬ 
passe is the result of nothing more 
than poor communications and mis¬ 
understandings. " and said they be¬ 
lieved "face-to-face discussions with 
you can quickly set these right." 

Remembering Sen. Withers' sen¬ 
sible and tolerant manner when he 
had visited the Island in March, 1976 - 
"I don't like people interfering with 
me," he said, "and I don’t see why 
I should interfere with them" - Coun¬ 
cillors felt the Minister's personal 
touch could promptly get things back 
on an even keel. 

How wrong 
can you be? 

They were wrong. The Minister 
replied "I do not consider that com¬ 
munications between us are at fault 
or that any misunderstandings have 
arisen. ” He said he didn't want a 
delegation to visit Hm, and that he 
would come to Norfolk when he could. 

Council cabled back. "We live 
here, and are sure you misunderstand, " 
they said. 

That evening in the Senate, Sen. 
Withers announced that he had re¬ 
ceived a petition signed by 188 resi¬ 
dents asking that the Government 
accept in principle the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Royal Commission. 

And the next day he replied to Coun¬ 
cil's cable. T would be grateful If 
these continual communications could 
cease," he said. 

Goodbye Qantas, 
hello East-West 

At the end of February Norfolk said 
goodbye to the DC4 airplanes that 
had served the Island for so long. The 
"Pacific Trader" was 33 years old, 
and the "Norfolk Trader" was 29. 

Qantas had been complaining of the 
losses involved in operating them to 
Norfolk, and had no suitable replace¬ 
ment aircraft. 

East-West Airlines was approved to 
take over the run to and from Sydney 
using F-27s. The understanding was 
that East-West would select a more 
suitable aircraft by March, 1978, and 
would replace the F-27s by March, 

1979. 

There was talk about trying to keep 
one of die old DC4s at Norfolk, build¬ 
ing it onto the terminal building and 
making it into a historic aviation 
lounge. The notion proved impracti¬ 
cal, but Qantas did leave behind a 
handsomely mounted cylinder from 
the DC4s as a well plaque. 


Sen. Withers told the Senate ihat 
he expected Norfolk's future form of 
administration to be settled by June 
30th. 

Kangaroo hops onto 
coat-of-aras sketch 

March c ave Norfolk its first look at 
a sketch for a new coat of arms for 
the Island, designed in England from 
suggestions that had been forwarded 
in 1974 by previous Administrator 
E. T. Pickerd. It was colourful and 
complicated. As compared with the 
"great seal" of Norfolk Island one of 
the main symbolic changes was that 
the British lion and unicorn had gone, 
and were replaced with an all-purpose 
lion (representing England, New South 
Wales and Tasmania) and a kangaroo. 
Council debated, several residents 
proposed alternative ideas, and the 
general feeling seemed to be that it 
was pretty but needed more thought. 

Over 80 old boabs 
carted to the tip 

The Administrator Initiated a com¬ 
munity service that could well be¬ 
come an annual fixture: prior to auto¬ 
mobile registration time, the Works 
Department collected, without charge, 
all abandoned old cars that people 
wanted to get rid of. More than 80 
old bombs ended up in the dp at Point 
Hunter, leaving Norfolk amazingly 
tidier. 

What If the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were right? 

The News in March put forward a j 
new theory about the Pitcairners' 
rights to Norfolk. Based only on a 
few scattered facts, the theory was 
that perhaps there had been a definite 
agreement between England and the 
Pitcairners - a "parol contract" based 
on word-of-mouth. rather than on a 
single, written agreement. A parol 
contract can be every bit as binding 
as a written one, but its exact terms 
have to be deduced from the various 
actions and statements of die people 
involved, rather than being contained 
in an imaginary "missing document” 
that the Islanders had been searching 
for ever since 1856. The Administra¬ 
tor declined to answer specific ques¬ 
tions about the theory, but rubbished 
it at the March Council meeting. 

Many residents, and students of his¬ 
tory in Australia and New Zealand, 
thought there might be something to 
the theory. Copies of historical docu¬ 
ments, maps and old letters began 
pouring into the News office. The 
pieces began fitting together, like a 


great jig-saw puzzle. 

And It turned out 
they asm right 

April's News announced the result: 
the pieces did all fit together. The en¬ 
tire issue was given over to a long art¬ 
icle showing how the Pitcairners had 
accepted a plan that the British Gov¬ 
ernment had worked out in great de¬ 
tail. Norfolk was to belong to them, 
lock, stock and barrel; they were to 
continue being self-governing, as a 
newly-farmed Crown Colony, with the 
Governors of New South Wales serv¬ 
ing only as a link between them 
and the Queen. 

The article analysed the main 
occasions when the Pitcairners' 
rights had been disputed and re¬ 
jected over the years. They all 
turned out to have been built on 
errors of fact. In particular the 
articles analysed the pages of the 
Royal Commission report in which 
the historical rights of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers were brushed aside as having no 
foundation whatever. The Com¬ 
mission's findings, said the News 
article, "are built on one glaring 
flaw after another... they are monu¬ 
mentally mistaken. '* 

"This Day Tonight" 
featured the Island 

A TV film crew, shooing scenes 
for the nation-wide "This Day To¬ 
night" show in Australia, captured 
much of Norfolk's beauty, and dealt 
sympathetically with the Island's 
effort to hold onto its way of life and 
avoid being annexed into the Com¬ 
monwealth. The show also made a 
point of the new discoveries about 
the Pitcairners' historical rights - 
as had the press in Australia. 

Sen. Withers was asked about the 
discoveries in the Senate. He scoffed 
at them, saying that'the documents 
had been in official files all along. 

"One wonders about what appears 
to be a carefully orchestrated cam¬ 
paign to whip up concern about the 
Nimmo report," he said. 

Visit planned by Sen. 
Withers - & friend 

In May it was announced that Sen. 
Withers and the Attorney-General, 

Mr, R.J. Ellicott, would visit Nor¬ 
folk in June. 

Norfolk Island Airlines ordered a 
second Beech King Air aircraft to 
allow the line to handle growing 
traffic between Brisbane and Nor¬ 
folk - and hopefully to allow some 
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new routes, possibly linking Norfolk 
with New Caledonia. 

Air controllers at Australia's air- 
ports went on strike for a week, 
throwing East-West's flights into con¬ 
fusion. Service from Sydney was 
restored early, with East-West pilots 
flying voluntarily as a service to the 
Island. 

What do the people 
really want? 

A group of about 24 Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants, concerned to find out 
definitely how Norfolk residents felt 
about the Nimmo report, tried to con¬ 
tact every elector and asked for solemn 
declarations of preference. About 80 
people declined to sign declarations, 
but mote than two-thirds of the elec¬ 
tors did sign. The result was over¬ 
whelmingly one-sided. Of those sign¬ 
ing, 94% opposed die Nimmo proposals, 
and only 6% favoured them. Among 
people of Pitcairn descent the tally 
was 90% against Nimmo and 10% for. 

Solevt declarations 
were turning-point 

The solemn declarations were a 
turning-point in Island attitudes to¬ 
ward a future form of government. 
Residents suddenly realised that al¬ 
most everyone felt die same way, 
and that only a tiny minority were 
pushing for integration into Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The pro-Nimmo group from then 
on changed its tune. It bad been 
arguing that the real Norfolk way of 
life had been ruined, that "all the 
little people” wanted and needed to 
get onto the Commonwealth bene¬ 
fits system, and that Norfolk was 
tom by class warfare, with sinister 
millionaires on one side and the ex¬ 
ploited workers of the world on the 
other side. Once the solemn declara¬ 
tions had shown what the facts really 
were, that line collapsed. In tradi - 
tional Norfolk nick-naming fashion, 
the little shop where the Nimmo 
supporters regularly met came to be 
known as "Red Square". 

John Haslefl, MHR, 
spoke up In Pari*t 

John Haslem, the member of the 
House of Representatives for Can¬ 
berra, spoke up for die Island in 
Parliament. He had visited Norfolk 
on a holiday earlier in the year, 
and had concluded that the Aust¬ 
ralian system would be bad for the 
Island. ("Unemployment compensa¬ 
tion would wreck this place in six 
months," he said at the end of his 
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visit.) He told the House that per¬ 
sonally he would be happy to have 
Norfolk be part of his electorate, 
but from the Island's point of view 
he thought it would be a mistake 
and that the Island's existing systems 
should be preserved. 

June brought the Minister and the 
Attorney-General to Norfolk in time 
for the Anniversary Day picnic at 
Kingston. 

Shortly after arriving at the airport, 
the official visitors met with Council 
for several hours, and heard Councill¬ 
ors talk about their attitudes toward 
die dozen or so most important Nimmo 
recommendations. 

"utterly valueless," 
said the Minister 

At the meeting President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher presented the 
Minister with the stack of solemn 
declarations that had been gathered 
the previous month. Cr. Blucher 
said he regarded them as the most 
reliable indication that was available 
of the real feelings of residents. Sen. 
Withers said he wasn’t quite sure how 
much weight he should give them, 
but he accepted them. 

A couple of days later he had de¬ 
cided how much weight to put on 
them; none. "... totally, utterly 
and completely valueless," he said 
in a recorded interview. His reaction 
was considered newsworthy enough in 
Australia so that the ABC gave it a . 
featured place in news broadcasts 
that night and the next morning, 
and the Island heard about it on 
the morning relay. 

There were no further discussions 
with Council. "If I spent another 
seven days with Council I would 
learn nothing new," he had told 
the interviewer. 

Cr. Blucher asked te -have the 
declarations returned, as the Minis¬ 
ter thought they were valueless. 

Sen. Withers handed them back to 
him outside the airport terminal, 
just before leaving Norfolk on Sun¬ 
day June 12th. He said he would 
reach a decision on the Nimmo re¬ 
port and make his recommendation 
to the Government at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Scotty Neagle 
was honoured 

An Island resident was again hon¬ 
oured in June, Scotty Neagle being 
awarded the British Empire Medal 
for services to the community. 

On June 30 the Island's financial 
year ended. An indifferent result 
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had been expected. The final fig¬ 
ures took several months to be com¬ 
piled, but when they were they con¬ 
tained a pleasant surprise: there was 
a $94, 000 surplus for the year, bring¬ 
ing Norfolk's surplus funds from past 
years up to $504, 000, invested and 
earning interest. 

Publicity brought 
a quick rasponsa 

July found Norfolk back in the head¬ 
lines again, briefly. It was reported 
that the Administrator had not paid 
customs duty on a new Mercedes he 
had imported, and that he had pri¬ 
vately accepted a 40% discount in 
freight charges for the car. Within 
hours after- the report was published 
in Canberra, he had paid the duty, 
and several days later announced to 
Council that he had begun a very 
thorough investigation into the ad¬ 
ministration of the Customs Ordin¬ 
ance. A flurry of letters went out 
to residents who had imported cars 
over the years, to make sure no one 
had underpaid customs duty. The 
circumstances of the affair left some 
big question-marks. Two investiga¬ 
tors from Canberra appeared on the 
Island a couple of months later to in¬ 
quire into the situation. They were 
to report to the Minister, but ques¬ 
tions worrying people on the Island 
were still unanswered as 1977 ended. 

Reds von football; 
■asetm open at last 

August wound up-Norfolk's football 
season, with the Reds winning the 
Dickett's Shield for the year. 

Charges for electricity went up 
again, to 17c a killowatt hour. 

The Norfolk Island Museum open¬ 
ed at last, after many years of talk. 
The opening exhibits were attractive¬ 
ly presented. The trustees said they 
hoped that many additional histori¬ 
cal relics would begin appearing 
from old trunks and private collec¬ 
tions now that a public museum had 
been correctly established. 

A retired Director-General of the 
South Pacific Commission, Mr. W. 
Forsyth, told a Senate committee 
hearing that forcing Norfolk to in¬ 
tegrate into Australia without the 
consent of the Islanders could well 
be labelled "genocide". 

But in the Senate, Sen. Withers 
kept the pressure on. He lashed at 
"certain people on Norfolk Island who 
1 believe for their own selfish personal 
and financial interests are totally 
opposed to the implementation of the 
Nimmo report.... 



"I hope before the year is out the 
Government will be able to announce 
a positive decision over a whole range 
of these matters, " he said. 

Students and teachers 
got very high Barks 

Dr. John Vaughan, recently appoint¬ 
ed assistant Director-General of Edu¬ 
cation in N. S.W., visited Norfolk 
for the first time. He said "Norfolk" 
could be taught as a language at the 
school if the headmaster thought it 
was appropriate, but observed that it 
is difficult to devise courses for a 
language that is unwritten and has 
no literature. He said the perform¬ 
ance of both teachers and students at 
the school appeared to him to be as 
good as the best in N. S. W. 

Another try at seeing 
the Minister 

By September the Councillors con¬ 
cluded that Norfolk was so deeply 
concerned by the Minister's attitude 
that they had no choice but to try 
once more to see him and talk with 
him. They asked if he would re¬ 
ceive a delegation in Canberra. 

Sen. Withers said he saw no use¬ 
ful purpose in "further discussion". 

The Council said there had not been 
any real discussion at all, and laid 
plans to go to Canberra, hoping die 
Minister would see them once they 
actually arrived. 

In preparing for the visit, the 
three-man delegation met day after 
day, crystalising their thoughts and 
setting out the facts of Norfolk's situ¬ 
ation in brief data sheets. They also 
made arrangements to get professional 
assistance from an Australian consult¬ 
ing firm that could guide them through 
the bureaucratic labyrinth in Canberra, 
and advise them how to get their mess¬ 
age through most effectively. 

Descendants' Society 
a growing force 

The Society of the Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers meanwhile had 
attracted an increasingly large mem¬ 
bership as Islanders realised that the 
Nimmo recommendations could mean 
the end of Norfolk as the special home¬ 
land of the Pitcairn race. (People of 
Pitcairn descent have always had an 
automatic right to settle on Norfolk, 
even though they and their families 
may have lived away from the Island 
for many years. Everyone else is 
subjected to rigorous immigration 
controls, which in recent years have 


barred any new permanent migrant 
permits. The Nimmo report says 
there should be no more racial dis¬ 
tinctions on the Island, and that the 
Pitcairn descendants' special right 
of entry should be terminated.) 

The Society fully supported the 
Council's stand, and set out to get 
contributions to pay the delegation's 
expenses in going to Canberra. With¬ 
in a couple of days they had raised 
die required $5, 000 or so. 

Withers' door shut 
but others open 

October saw the delegation in Can- 
berra, determined to do their best to 
put the Island's position. 

Sen. Withers refused to see them, 
and his Department refused to ack¬ 
nowledge that the delegation had any 
standing, other than being three Nor¬ 
folk Island residents on a visit to the 
capital. The Council, said the De¬ 
partment, exists to advise the Admin¬ 
istrator; if you have advice, give it 
to him, because he is the one we 
speak with. 

The delegation spent its time talk¬ 
ing with other Departments, other 
parliamentarians, and opinion leaders 
in Canberra and Sydney. They real¬ 
ized for the first time how poorly in¬ 
formed Australians are about Norfolk. 
Many of die people they talked to 
were surprised to find that the Island 
is largely self-supporting, does not 
receive Australian welfare benefits 
and would rather provide its own, and 
is a separate colony that Australia ad¬ 
ministers, but that has never been 
ceded to Australia. 

The delegation realised for the 
first time that most of the day-to-day 
decisions Australia makes in administer¬ 
ing Norfolk’s affairs in Canberra are 
made by a Department officer who 
has spent just one day on Norfolk. 

Press coverage of the delegation's 
visit was extensive. It culminated 
in a lengthy Canberra Times editor¬ 
ial that said the Council's severe ob¬ 
jections to the Nimmo report seemed 
well-founded, and that a referendum 
should be held on the Island before 
any serious changes were made in the 
way Norfolk is governed. 

A&H Show for 1977 was 
particular success 

While the three Councillors were 
battling for the Island in the Australian 
capital, a great percentage of residents 
were getting ready for the annual A & H 
Show. It was a particular success in 
1977. Bernie Christian-Bailey’s Jersey 
bull won the prize as Grand Champion 


Animal. Mrs. G. Beveridge won the 
Points Champion. Jim Anderson was 
honoured for the Best Exhibit in the 
hall. 

Potts finally Aditnl- 
strator- on Cocos 

Potts Buffett, who had resigned as 
Deputy Administrator in 1976, was 
asked by Sen. Withers if he would 
accept an appointment Adminis¬ 
trator of the Cocos Islands, one of 
Australia's two other external terri¬ 
tories. Potts accepted. 

The Island's new pre-school centre, 
built throu^i die hard-working efforts 
of the Wives and Mothers' Club and 
with the aid of funds raised by Rotary 
and others, was completed. 

Election on - Man 
postponed again 

November settled speculation about 
whether there would be an early elec¬ 
tion in Australia. It was called for 
December 9th. Parliamentarians be¬ 
gan rushing through legislation that was 
essential before they broke up to go 
electioneering, but there was no sign 
of action to implement the Nimmo 
report. Sen. Withers announced 
that there would be no major policy 
decisions made on the report until 
1978. 

The Department had told Council 
back in December, 1976, that there 
wasn't time to make an economic 
study of how die Nimmo proposals 
might affect the Island's tourist in¬ 
dustry, because it would delay con¬ 
sideration of the report. A year la tar 
Norfolk was still alive as a separate 
colony. 

With ship rates up, 
a new line enters 

C.C.C., the New Caledonian shipp¬ 
ing line that provided Norfolk's only 
sea links with Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, announced that changed condi¬ 
tions made a big rate increase necell- 
ary. They announced a 36% rise, to 
$101 a tonne, for cargo from Sydney. 

In response, the Administrator and 
the Department went to work to see if 
a less costly alternative could be 
found. Pacific Navigation, largely 
owned by the kingdom of Tonga, said 
it could have the "Kalia" make regu¬ 
lar calls at Norfolk on her way from 
Sydney ami Brisbane to Tonga and 
other ports to the east. They said 
they would try it for six months, at 
$85 a tonne. 

Somewhere in the discussions the 
Administrator said the Administration 
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might be willing to be the agent for 
P&cNav. As quick as you could say 
"Bob’s your uncle, " PacNav signed 
the Acbninistrator up. There were mix¬ 
ed views of Councillors as to whether 
this was a good idea or a bad idea, 
but the majority approved it. 

C.C.C. protested about unfair com¬ 
petition, but said it would cancel its 
increase and meet the $85 rate. 

A great heritage, all 
right, but whose? 

Two members of Australia’s Nation¬ 
al Heritage Commission visited the 
Island and talked with Council, An¬ 
other Commissioner had visited earl¬ 
ier in the year. Norfolk had received 
little attention in massive 1974 report 
of the Committee of Inquiry into the 
National Estate - only some 12 lines 
in a 400-page document - but the 
Commission now seemed to feel that 
all of Norfolk should be proclaimed 
as Australia's heritage. Councillors 
appreciated Australia’s help in pre¬ 
serving the Island's history, but saw 
this as a side-door method of tak¬ 
ing die Island over in the name of 
.lofty ideals, and voted unanimously 
against it. As usual their vote was 
purely advisory, and may have no 
effect at all on the eventual outcome. 


NORFOLK’S TOURIST INDUSTRY re¬ 
corded a healthy year in 1977, with 
about 19,250 visitors caning to the 
Island. 

That was an increase of 1.3*J5: over 
die 1976 total, and was within 1.5°it 
of the record year of 1975, when 
there were 19, 538 visitors. 

Final figures won't be available 
for a few days, but on about De¬ 
cember 27th the total number of 
visitors reached the 1976 level of 
19, 006 people. 

Pam Matthews of the Tourist 
Bureau reported on Friday the 30th 
that the count through the previous 
day was 19,104. 

Arrivals on the final two days of 
the year were expecte'd to bring the 
total for the year to about 19,250. 

The steady inflow of tourists, at 
a level which the Island can accom¬ 
modate comfortably without being 
over-run and losing its attractive¬ 
ness, was good news. 

There were at least four reasons 
why tourism might have dropped 
during the year. 

Qantas DC-4s were replaced in 
March by East-West F-27s, with 


Council starts on 
a constitution 

Council also set up a Constitutional 
Committee to begin drafting a con¬ 
stitution for .the Island. The thinking 
was that the Australian Government 
seemed unlikely to take the Initiative, 
and so Norfolk should. The draft is 
to be discussed by Council in the new 
year, submitted to a prominent con¬ 
stitutional law authority for comment 
and assistance, and if possible put to 
a referendum vote once it is in sound 
form. The first draft is to be based 
on the broad principles Council work¬ 
ed out in its "discussion plan for demo¬ 
cratic government on Norfolk Island," 
which was presented to Sen. Withers 
in June and then disappeared into the 
fog in Canberra. 

Australian election 
-Labor in disarray 

The December election in Australia 
indicated plainly that the majority of 
Australians were fed up with strikes 
and left-wing ideas. The "experts" 
thought die Fraser Government’s im¬ 
mense majority would be much re¬ 
duced, and that Labor might even 
win. But the voters thumped Labor 


only 36 passenger seats compared 
to the DC-4s’ 64 seats. East-West 
was able to offset the difference by 
flying more frequently. 

East-West also put a peak-season 
loading on fares from Sydney. This 
seems to have reduced Christmas¬ 
time travel from Australia, but the 
Tourist Bureau was able to book 
additional New Zealanders into 
available accommodation. 

The economic slump overseas 
continued in Australia and worsen¬ 
ed in New Zealand. 

And in May Australian air traffic 
controllers went on strike, disrupt¬ 
ing all air traffic and forcing an 
estimated 250 Australians to cancel 
trips to Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island Airlines played an 
essential role in putting the tourist 
total ahead of 1976. It brought 
2,161 visitors from Brisbane (up 
through December 29th) as com¬ 
pared with 1, 502 in all of 1976. 

The ratio of Australian and New 
Zealand visitors remained almost 
the same - 64of those arriving 
on scheduled aircraft, as com - 
pared with 63^: in 1976. 


so badly that Gough Whitlam retired 
as head of the party, and the new 
leader. Bill Hayden, immediately 
started re-building the party's ob¬ 
jectives to get away from big-gov¬ 
ernment, big-spending, welfare- 
state ideas and get back to what the 
great majority of people clearly pre¬ 
ferred. 

Sen. Withers rides 
Into the sunset 

Norfolk’s most surprising news 
event of the year came the week just 
before Christmas: in the new Fraser 
Government Ministry, Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott returned and became the 
new Minister responsible for exter¬ 
nal territories including Norfolk. 

A new Department, Home Affairs, 
was created. After two years under 
Sen. Withers and the Department of 
Administrative Services, Norfolk 
suddenly found itself in fresh, new 
circumstances. 

Biggest news story 

The biggest story of the year, ac¬ 
cording to an opinion sample made 
on December 31st, was the discov¬ 
ery, through solemn declarations 
signed by most residents, that over 
two-thirds of Norfolk electors want 
the Island to retain its own distinct 
system of laws, benefits and taxes, 
and oppose the Nimmo recommend¬ 
ations. 

The opinion sample included 41 
persons who were asked to rank the 
top five Norfolk news events, se¬ 
lecting from a list of 15. Out of a 
maximum possible point score of 
205, the "solemn declarations" 
story received 111 points in the vo¬ 
ting. 

Mr. Ellicott’s appointment as the 
new Minister for Norfolk was rank¬ 
ed second most important, with 92 
points. 

The Councillors* appeal to the 
United Nations in February placed 
third in the scoring, gaining 11 
points. 

Fourth place went to the discov¬ 
ery that the Pitcairn settlers' rights 
to Norfolk Island could be demon¬ 
strated with 11 historic documents. 
That story was given 75 points. 

Trailing behind were the Coun¬ 
cil's plan for democratic govern¬ 
ment (49 points); the Canberra 
Times editorial (43); the Council 
delegation to Canberra (42); the 
simple fact that Norfolk got through 
1977 without being swallowed up 
(30); and Sen. Withers statement 
that the solemn declarations were 
"utterly valueless" (20). 


Tourist total up slightly in ’77 


1 o 
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f44fi?404 


‘HETTAE 


NORFOLK’S OWN 


HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 


4f4#%4v^'. 

>M0M$ 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND¬ 

BOOK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 




From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilbi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. .roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies - as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 




Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets 


JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 






ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR VOl'R INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T I S SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY • SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROUDS SPEC1A 


LISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



SHOP AT 

ROUDS 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rup. blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
seu by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 8- 1L SO and 12.15-4 
Mondays through Thursday, but on 
Fridays everything happens one hour 
later; open at 9, lunch from 12.30- 
1.15, then open until 5. 

TE1EPHONES : Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am -6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.15 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
-3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 5£ a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. Bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 dally. 

.. j 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs. (- 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

.STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back Issues of 
Norfolk Island sumps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on die Island. 
ADMIN .-8-12 and 12.46-4pm Mon-Fri. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-12 & 12.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 


generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon^at and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Sution, at die western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 0-B 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 










SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thiirs-frl-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

HAIIT 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AE 

; A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 



Q _ numuiB ueyn uinu ic 

FROM $39. mark of highest quality. 


In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
F’otnt'nShootcamera.. 


MILTONS N DU^FREE C CEN P TRE E 


OaBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+aBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the ctwplete holiday ■inl-aart — 

"•'TRADING POST 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

ADCII 7 flAVC 7 Qfl on +a Q nn (Exce P* Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN I UATo f *0U 31 10 y pi only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries.,, 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers:... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 


Electronic SLR 



The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the' history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in theworld, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 









AGFA-GEVAERT 


n ‘Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON TUE WED 


1 

■Church services 
■Film, sm*b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


2 PUBUC 
HOLIDAY 
■Housle (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
•Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

■ Films (Pds& LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


4 

■Film, sm'b’d(VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


8 

■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Museum open(Ml-4.30) 


9 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


11 

■ Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
•Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nlty 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 

meeting (A 2.00) 


15 

■Church services 
■Film. sm’b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M l-4.30) 


16 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


17 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
J «C’dantsDin (G> 
/ . 



18 

■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


22 

■Church services 
■Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Museum open (M l -4.30) 


23 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


24 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


25 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) . 
■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 


29 


■Church services 
■Film, sm'b’d (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



OA PUBLIC 

OVJ- holiday 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


31 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR JANUARY 


THUR 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


12 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

6 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pdi) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■FUm (MRT8.00) 


WIND ROSE 
The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of die time there 
is no wind. _ fsj 


14 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



LOCATIONS 


19 

■Housie (LC). 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


20 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


21 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•■Film (MRT8. 00) 


26 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


27 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


28 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


-- HISTORIC JANUARY EVENTS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND'S PAST- 

January8 i _lT89^ - The first child bom on Norfolk. He was the son of Philip Gidley 
King, the commandant, and convict Ann Inett. He was named Norfolk King. 

January 12, 1790 - The "Bounty"arrived at Pitcairn’s Island, "after, die mutiny. 

January 15, 1897 - An Order-in-Council gave the Governor of NSW full power over 
Norfolk, after 46 years in which his power had been nominal, with Norfolk self-governing. 
January 17, 1859 - Two families, of 16 Pitcairn settlers, dissatisfied with Norfolk, 
arrived back at Pi tcairn Island and re-settled it on their own. 

August 23, 1790 - The "Bounty" was set afire and burned at Pitcairn. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KD -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


'■■ty 

AGFA-GEVAERT 




Minolta 



Minolta’s latest 35mm SLR. Automatic exposure control, with 
focal plane shutter. Stepless electronically controlled automatic 
shutter speeds, or control it manually if you wish. The creative 
control viewfinder permits the photographer to concentrate on 
his subject. Minolta bayonet mounts fit all Rokkor lenses, and 
of course, there’s the range of Minolta SLR accessories too. 


Minolta XL660 Sound 



conditions and have quite i 
markable sound recording 
capability. Use super eight 
drop-in cartridges. Ask 
to see the special 
range of accessories 
that match the 
camera's capabil¬ 
ities as welL 
Besides the standard 
mike, for instance, 
there are boom mikes 
and an FM mike with its 


Come to Cameralines 


Come to Cameralines 


Minolta HiMatic F 



The traveller’s companion. Auto¬ 
matic and precise. The Hi-Matic F 
is a very compact, easy handling 
35 mm rangefinder camera with 
CdS metering and an electronic 
shutter for perfect automatic 
exposures. You don’t have to 
know anything about photog¬ 
raphy to get colour slides and 
prints of almost professional 
standard. Look into it today. 1 


J*. 





Minolta 250/270 Pocket Cameras 

These are the precision compact cameras with automatic 
exposure control. The shutter adjusts itself from an action- 
stopping l/330th to 10 full seconds for low level lighting. 
Zone focus settings; 110 instant-load film; 26mm coated 
Rokkor lens; battery check; easy focusing. The Autopak 
270 even has a built-in close-up lens. Flash or Magicubes. 


Come to Cameralines Come to Cameralines 


CAMERA LI NES 

THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 




NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8.30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Word 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-6. 30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 

6.30 Rowdy's Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 
9.00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 


4-7.00 Shut Down 
7. 05 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Our Gracie 

9.30 Wavendon 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Comedy 

10. 05 Morning Serial 
11.00 Light Music from 
the Netherlands 
12.05 World Affairs 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 

Prog, includes Comedy 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 Jamaica Inn 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D. A. Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcstJ 
7.05 Waterways of World 

7.30 Just a Minute 

8.00 Music to Dine By 
9.00 House of Windsor J 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 
10. 05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Elton John Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-6. 00 Shut Down 

6.00 Vivat Rex 
7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


11. 00 Top of Pops 

12. 00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 

L 00 R. A. Sports Relay 

4.30 Young Mood 

6.30 German Dance 

Bands 
7.05 Comedy 

7.30 Movin’Music 

9. 00 Dr. Findlay’s Case Book 

9.45 Big Band Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Diddles 

2. 00 R.A. Relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


“Reproductions of die Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers’ Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners, "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, die 
Trading Post, Jensen’s and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94, 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




me 

YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 


mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 


and amber from the Baltic 


Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick . 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Cameralines: "A sound movie kit 
for under $400. It includes a Min¬ 
olta super-8mm sound camera, 
with microphone, and the famous 
Chinon sound projector. " 

International Duty Free: "We have 
a large new shipmenTof Adidas 
straight from Germany - shoes, 
tracksuits, T-shirts, shorts, trav¬ 
elling bags. At our prices they 
always sell out quickly. " 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui : "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 


Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Miltons ; "Calculators - Canon, 
Sharp and Sinclair. We have one 
that is programmable, with 294- 
step library programmes available, 
for an incredible $55. * 

■ 

The Trading Post: “We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 










--PRENTICE'S-- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 


To our customers, friends and 
visitors to Norfolk Island, 


December 28th, 1977 


Today we received what is probably one of the largest shipments of 
watches ever shipped to Norfolk' Island* 

Because "Citizen" watches are known to be outstanding quality, 
and because special arrangements allow us to offer them for sale on 
the Island at prices as much as 2/3 lower than on the mainland, they 
sell very rapidly and are often in short supply here* This has been 
the situation until just now* 

The shipment includes quartz diver's watches ($299), four models 
of dual-time chronographs ($114 - $138), a complete range of men's 
digital watches from $62 up, a tremendous range of women's watches 
in gold or stainless, from $23, and watches of fine quality for boys 
and girls, also from $23 up* 

They are all covered by Citizen's world-wide guarantee* There 
are over 2,000 dealers in Australia alone* 

Come end see them at Prentice's, or at other Norfolk dealers: 

Burns Philp, Barrett's, Roy's Chemist, BrowseAbout and Mini Golf Shop* 

Yours faithfully, f) / / 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALED0N1ENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 8 2903 



C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 





HISTORY 

The n I slanders'* — a 
colourful history and 
a promise never kept 

THE PITCAIRN RACE was started by 
nineteen Tahitians and nine British 
sailors who had mutinied against 
Capt. Bligh. Later three other 
Englishmen, Nobbs, Buffett and 
Evans, married into the commun¬ 
ity. 

The mutineers were above-average 
British seamen. The "Bounty" voy¬ 
age was well-known beforehand, 
and Bligh was able to select the 
crew from a large number of men 
who applied. 

Before the first Pitcairn genera¬ 
tion reached the age of ten, all of 
the island's men but John Adams were 
dead. The influences that shaped 
the children's outlook on life there¬ 
fore were mostly the customs, tra¬ 
ditions and attitudes of the Tahitian 
women - plus the blble teaching of 
John Adams. 

In Isolation, the Pitcairn commun¬ 
ity grew and developed its own dis¬ 
tinct character. It was a simple, 
island life with practically none of 
the "civilised" ways of the large 
cities of the world. 

Pitcairn was in some ways an 
ideal small democracy. It was the 
first place in the British Empire to 
have women’s suffrage, and the 
first place in the Empire to have 
compulsory education for children 
written into its laws. As the rest 
of die world, England in particular, 
learned about Pitcairn and what had 
developed there, the island became 
a legend and was regarded with very 
great affection and interest. Lead¬ 
ing people in England "took up" Pit¬ 
cairn as a personal interest and 
cause - and the influence of these 
people (combined with a lot of pub¬ 
lic and press interest and curiosity) 
was what led die Queen and the Brit¬ 
ish Government to offer Norfolk 
Island to the Pitcairners. 


Norfolk Island was of no use to 
England. It bad been abandoned 
once before, from 1814 to 182S, when 
it lay vacant and of no worth to any¬ 
one. When England decided to aban¬ 
don it again about 1850, the Island 
had good stone buildings, mills, roads, 
wells and other improvements - but 
there was no plan of keeping the Isl¬ 
and going as a community of any kind. 
Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand had the 
idea that Norfolk would make a fine 


place for a Melanesian Mission school, 
and he worked very busily to see if he 
could secure the Island for this pur¬ 
pose. Apart from him, there seemed 
to be no one who felt Norfolk was 
worth anything. The idea of offer¬ 
ing it to the Pi tcairners caught on, 
and was carried out. 

The Pitcairners had asked whether 
Norfolk might be available, and 
were interested in it, as one of var¬ 
ious possibilities that might give 
them a more spacious place than 
Pitcairn. They were concerned 
about outgrowing Pitcairn some 
day, and occasional droughts and 
crop failures increased their con¬ 
cern. But their attitudes about mov¬ 
ing to some larger island were cau¬ 
tious. They had been moved to Ta¬ 
hiti by the British Government in 
1831, but they were shocked by the 
morals and fell ill with diseases 
they had not known, and after eight 
months they returned to Pitcairn. 

They vowed they would never make 
that kind of mistake again. When 
Norfolk was offered to them there 
was serious argument in the commun¬ 
ity as to whether they should accept 
the offer or not - even though they 
had themselves asked if Norfolk 
might be available. When the 
"Morayshire" was sent to carry them 
to Norfolk, die British Government 
did not know for certain whether 
they would actually be willing to 
go. Lt. Gregorie, who was the Gov¬ 
ernment Agent on the voyage, was 
given detailed instructions about 
the terms and conditions of the offer, 
which he laid out before the Pitcairn¬ 
ers. They considered the offer very 
carefully, and decided to accept it. 

The terms and conditions were 
described precisely to the British 
Government by Governor Denison 
of N. S. W., who had been given 
the responsibility for planning the 
details of the move and seeing that 
it was properly carried out. The 
Government examined the terms 
and conditions and approved them, 
and on June 24th, 1856, Norfolk 
Island was made a separate and dis¬ 
tinct British settlement, to be occu¬ 
pied fully by the Pitcairners, govern¬ 
ed by laws of their making, and di¬ 
vided up amongst diem to own out¬ 
right in whatever way they decided. 


So the Pitcairn race, given Nor¬ 
folk Island as a separate British col¬ 
ony, held the Island and built it in¬ 
to a free community. Occasionally 
representatives of the British Gov¬ 
ernment called on them to see how 
they were doing. Some of them, 
including Gov. Denison, took it on 


themselves to impose regulations 
and restrictions on the people of Nor¬ 
folk. These were probably illegally 
imposed, but the unsophisticated Pit¬ 
cairners were unable to find any way 
to object successfully to edicts made 
by men with the title of Governor. 
The only practical means of objec¬ 
tion was a hard one, taken by two 
family groups: they quit Norfolk and 
returned to Pitcairn. 

The most severe abuse of the 
Islanders' right to govern them - 
selves occurred in 1896. The Gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk Island (also the 
Governor of N.S.W.) made an 
edict cancelling all the Norfolk 
Island laws and proclaiming a new 
set of laws, and then appointed an 
outside Chief Magistrate. Govern¬ 
or Viscount Hampden took this 
step with the knowledge of die Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Colonies, 
but it appears to have been illegal 
ail the same: not even the Secre¬ 
tary of State had the power to alter 
the Rules and Regulations, restrict¬ 
ing the Governor's authority, which 
Queen Victoria had made in 1856. 

Viscount Hampden apparently 
persuaded the Secretary of State 
that Norfolk Island and its commun¬ 
ity were in a bad state of affairs, 
requiring government from outside. 
The reports of Norfolk Island on 
which this idea was based appear 
to have been inaccurate and un¬ 
fair. There is good evidence that 
the Island was being run quite well 
by the Islanders, that their conduct 
and morals were not deserving of 
any serious criticism, and that 
their industry and good citizenship 
were well suited to Norfolk Island. 

But the British Government appears 
to have accepted Viscount Hampden's 
bad reports all the same, and an im¬ 
perial order placed before Queen 
Victoria, placing Norfolk Island un¬ 
der the full power of the Governor 
of N. S. W., was signed by Her Maj¬ 
esty in 1897. In this way, because 
of mis-representations made by the 
Governor, the Island lost the right 
of self-government that the Island¬ 
ers and their ancestors had bad for 
over 100 years on Pitcairn and then 
on Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island nevertheless con¬ 
tinued to be a separate and distinct 
British colony until 1914, when it 
became a territory wholly adminis¬ 
tered by Australia. It has been gov¬ 
erned as a colony of Australia since 
then. The Island's laws are made 
by Australia, and the people of die 
Island have no right to vote, except 
for representation on the local Coun¬ 
cil, which has only advisory power. 








Someday all watches 
will be made this way. 


Charging the world's 
standara of accuracy. 

TheSeikoQuartzCollectionencompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



Ten on Norfolk in Need, Says One Leader 


WITH ITS NON-INDUSTRIALISED WAY OF LIFE, NORFOLK IS SPARED THE KIND OF POVERTY AND HARDSHIP THAT 
PLAGUE MAINLAND CITIES. BUT A SMALL "NEWS" SURVEY POINTS TO SOME PROBLEMS IN THE ISLAND'S SYSTEM. 


IS THE NORFOLK community ignor¬ 
ing its duties to people who are in 
need? 

Does the "Norfolk way of life" 
suit most residents - but leave some 
people disadvantaged and suffering? 

Norfolk's new Minister, Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, put the question at an open 
Council discussion last June. 

President of Committee Bill Blu- 
cher answered that he knew of no 
one who was deprived. Many resi¬ 
dents seem satisfied that Norfolk 
does look after its own. Even Sir 
John Nimmo, who recommended 
that the full range of Australian so¬ 
cial welfare benefits should be paid 
on Norfolk, said there was no evi¬ 
dence of hardship on the Island. 

But not everyone agrees. At least 
one community leader feels the Nor¬ 
folk system of looking after die dis¬ 
advantaged just isn't good enough, 
and ought to be replaced. 

Island leaders could 
answer aiionyaously 

The News recently sent anonymous 
questionaire forms to twelve resi¬ 
dents who should be in a position to 
know if there are cases of deprivation 
on the Island. Those receiving the 
questionaire included a senior Ad¬ 
ministration official, ministers of 
three churches, past Deputy Adminis¬ 
trator Potts Buffett, two past Coun¬ 
cil presidents, and several others 
Including people in senior positions 
in the hospital and in community 
service. Half were Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants and half "mainlanders". 

A note covering the questionaire 
said that while leading citizens had 
said the Norfolk system was working 
well. The News was looking for con¬ 
trary evidence if it could be found. 

Half the questionaires were return¬ 
ed, one politely declining to answer, 
and five filled in. 

All of the five people who answer¬ 
ed thought there were some deficien¬ 
cies in the existing system. Four of 
these said improvements should be 
made by alterations within the local 
system. One said the Australian sys¬ 
tem would be preferable. 

The heading of die questionaire 
said "Some Norfolk Island residents, 
through no fault of their own, are 


unable to meet their own reasonable 
physical needs for housing, nutrition, 
medical care or personal spending 
money. They are able to get assist- 
‘ ance from several sources including 
family, neighbors, volunteer organ¬ 
isations including the Sunshine Club, 
churches, and the Special Allowance 
paid from public funds. 

Needs unoet, by 
Island standards? 

"Do you know of residents," the 
questionaire continued, "who are 
incapable of meeting their own needs 
and whose needs are not, by reason¬ 
able Island standards, being adequate¬ 
ly met from these existing sources? 

If you do, how many such residents 
would you judge there might be?" 

Only one respondent indicated that 
he or she knew of any residents whose 
needs are not adequately met, and 
estimated that there were about ten 
such people on the Island. This 
respondent completed the question¬ 
aire by ticking answers saying that 
the existing system had serious de¬ 
ficiencies of not being regular or de¬ 
pendable enough, and not providing 
a high enou$i level of help; that there 
are mild deficiencies that the present 
system rests on personal judgments, 
and makes the recipient feel embar¬ 
rassed or "in need of charity"; that 
the best way of correcting these de¬ 
ficiencies would be to replace Nor¬ 
folk’s system with the Australian stat¬ 
utory system; and that the Island needs 
a system for paying compensation to 
people who are unemployed. 

Four leaders knew 
no one In need 

The other four completed question¬ 
aires were in agreement that there are 
shortcomings in the Norfolk system, 
but that it should be improved rather 
than replaced. 

None of the four indicated that 
they knew of anyone whose needs 
were not, by Island standards, being 
reasonably met. 

All four agreed that the present sys¬ 
tem rests on personal judgments. Two 
thought this was a serious deficiency, 
and two thought it was a mild deficien¬ 
cy. 


One of the four thought that other 
serious deficiencies were that "it is 
not regular or dependable enough" 
and that "it makes the recipient feel 
embarrassed or 'in need of charity'", 
and that a mild deficiency was that 
it does not provide a high enough 
level of help. 

All four thought these deficiencies 
could best be corrected by making lo¬ 
cal changes in the existing system. 

"The system is quite adequate as 
long as there are persons on different 
organisations who are aware of needs, " 
one stated. 

Another said the system ought to 
be more clearly set out. "State clear¬ 
ly by law (Regulations) who would be 
entitled, including clearly stated 
guidelines," said this respondent. 

Another wrote in, "There should be 
a means test and provision made for 
die ill, handicapped or unemploy¬ 
able. " 

"Plenty of jobs" 

Another agreed with this: "Why 
not a means test? Everywhere else 
people have to submit to one before 
receiving help, and it is fair to all." 

Unemployment compensation was 
"voted against" by all four of the 
respondents who said Norfolk's existing 
social welfare system should be kept 
and improved, rather than replaced. 

But one of the four said "There 
should be a simple law (code) stipu¬ 
lating the liabilities of employers 
for workers injured or incapacitated 
during the course of their work or du¬ 
ties. “ This respondeat went on to 
say, "The avenues of employment 
are regulated in part by local immi¬ 
gration policy designed to protect the 
employment of residents." 

Another who did not favour unemploy¬ 
ment compensation said "Such a sys¬ 
tem could lead to abuses which the 
Island may not be able to afford. ” 

Another said that Council could 
or does pay an allowance to certain 
persons who are unemployed. "They 
receive the same amount as senior 
citizens, ” this respondent wrote. "I 
do believe that anyone who is healthy 
and able to work could get plenty of 
jobs and should work if in need of fi¬ 
nance. Dole money does create and 
encourage loaferr and bludgers." 
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f ^ _ 'm M FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 

UJOUNCILiJRANSCRIPT sssSzB 


READERS OF "COUNCIL Transcript" 
may sometimes find the going a 
bit heavy. 

As a sort of New Year's special 
treat, we are pleased to offer you 
the following, which is real vintage 
stuff, worth savouring. 

At die November meeting, Cr. 
Bennett moved for a full review of 
die Public Service Regulations, as 
they haven't been brought up to 
date for a long time. 

At the December 14th meeting, 
the Chairman reported that the 
files had been examined, and as a 
matter of fact there was a full re¬ 
view of die Regulations already in 
progress. 

In fact it has been in progress for 
almost 16 years. 

While many items of needed Nor¬ 
folk legislation have been "in prog¬ 
ress" for impressively long periods 
of time, this may set a new world 
record for avoiding waste by avoid¬ 
ing haste: 

Chairman: .The research of 

the file on this particular topic 
has not been an easy matter for 
the Official Secretary, but he 
told me that in January of 1964 
a draft Ordinance and Regulations 
were forwarded to the Department 
for comment and almost punctually, 
three years later, a draft Ordinance 
and Regulations were received 
from the Department for the Ad¬ 
ministrator's comment and ten 
months later die comments were 
despatched back to the Department. 
Then in July of 1972, 12 copies of 
a draft Ordinance and Regulations 
were received for submission to 
Council. 

"The Official Secretary tells me 
that he can find no evidence that 
this was done, but he does say that 
there are only 3 copies of the draft 
on the file - suggesting that per¬ 
haps they were given to councillors. 

Then in August/September 1973, 
there were discussions on the Island 
with Departmental officers on new 
proposed Ordinance and Regulations, 
and in February 1974 a copy of the 
outline instructions were prepared 
as the result of the above. 

"Well now, that's where it rests 
gentlemen. If you would like to 
embark upon a 1978 discussion on 
these, you're very welcome. Assum¬ 
ing that you would say 'yes' to that 
invitation, I'm going now to hand 


round to you a copy of the last lot 
of instructions that were sent to 
Canberra. I'd suggest we use this 
as a basis, and, when you've had 
time to look at them, perhaps the 
President of Committees would be 
kind enough to let me know when 
he thinks it would be a suitable 
time to have a separate meeting 
of the whole of Council. * 

It was agreed that the President 
of Committees and die Chairman 
of Council would nominate a date 
on which Council will plunge head¬ 
long into the relentless continuation 
of progress on the matter. 

"A non-self-governing 
territory" said F.A. 

AT THE DECEMBER 14TH meeting 
of Council, the Chairman provid¬ 
ed some background to the quest¬ 
ion of Norfolk Island's right to be 
represented at Conferences of the 
South Pacific Commission. 

He reviewed a memorandum the 
Department had sent at the time 
of the Royal Commission. It read, 
in part, - 

"Since the inception of the 
South Pacific Commission in 1947, 
no delegate from Norfolk Island 
has attended the conference. 

"The agreement establishing the 
South Pacific Commission has been 
amended several times. An amend¬ 
ment in 1965 to provide for the ad¬ 
mission of the independent state of 
Western Samoa to die Commission 
established a system of weighted 
voting within the Commission under 
which Australia received five votes 
in respect to itself and its territories. 
Since a review of voting arrange¬ 
ments in 1971, Australia has made 
a practice of not exercising a vote 
in respect of Norfolk Island. 

"In February 1975, in response to 
an enquiry by the Administrator of 
Norfolk Island, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs gave to the Depart¬ 
ment of Capital Territory the follow¬ 
ing views: 'Since the formation 
of the S.P.C. in 1947, Norfolk Isl¬ 
and has been in an anomolous posi¬ 
tion in respect of the S. P. C. It 
has been included within the terri¬ 
torial scope of the S.P.C, as a non- 
self-governing territory of Australia. 
However, Norfolk Island has never 
been represented at sessions of the 
South Pacific Conf erence and has 


had only very limited involvement 
in the activities of the Commission. 
The question of Norfolk Island's part¬ 
icipation in the S.P.C. is directly 
related to Norfolk Island’s constitu¬ 
tional relationship with Australia. 
Since an enquiry to look into inter- 
alia the territory's future status is 
now being undertaken, it would not 
be appropriate at thia stage for any 
change to take place in the present 
limited nature of Norfolk Island's 
relation with the S. P. C. Such a 
change could serve to prejudice the 
outcome of the proposed enquiry. 
Subject to a resdiution of Norfolk 
Island's future status, the question 
of the territory's relations with the 
S. P. C. could then come under re¬ 
view. '" 

Cr. McIntyre; "Mr. Chairman, I 
take into account what was said 
in 1975 and I also take into account 
the motion from the last ordinary 
meeting of Council you've just 
referred to. 

”1 think it's necessary to have a 
more active regard for the rights 
of Norfolk Island in the Pacific 
than that memorandum that's just 
been read indicates. 

"they've actively 
blocked Norfolk..." 

"It's been the history of Aust¬ 
ralia's administration on Nor¬ 
folk Island that they have a very 
poor showing in encouraging Nor¬ 
folk Island to be aware of its place 
in the Pacific. I don't think it's 
over-stating the case to say they've 
actively blocked Norfolk Island's 
participation in the South Pacific 
Commission. I think that seat 
exists for Norfolk Island as a right, 
and a right in fact which was origin¬ 
ally created by Australia. 

"The request that went forward 
last month is an opportunity to 
reverse a policy which, I think, 
has been detrimental to the inter¬ 
ests of Norfolk Island, and unfair 
to the interests of Norfolk Island, 
and I hope that it will bear the 
most positive fruit and allow this 
Island to do what it should have 
been doing since 1947. " 

Cr. Bennett: "Mr. Chairman, on 
page 2 of that memorandum just 
read the last sentence says - ' Since 
the inception of the South Pacific 
Commission in 1947, no delegate 
from Norfolk Island has attended 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / January 1978 



the conference. * 

"Well, it’s my belief that Nor¬ 
folk Island has never been invited 
to attend, and Australia, it would 
seem, should have been passing an 
invitation to us. 

"In 1971, when the plurality of 
votes had been abolished in favour 
of giving representation to each 
territory, and in the third para¬ 
graph of this memorandum it says 
'Australia has made a practice of 
not exercising a vote in respect of 
Norfolk Island since 1971* - that's 
quite right because they had the 
right of voting for Norfolk Island 
taken off them. 

"It seems to me highly regret¬ 
ful that the situation has been open 
for us to have direct representation 
on the South Pacific Commission 
and it's been denied to us, by vir¬ 
tue of the fact that we've never 
been advised of it.” 

Chairman: "Yes. I’ve not seen 
any reference on the file that it’s 
been denied or offered, but I do 
believe there will be a response to 
the earlier motion which probably 
will help councillors' consideration 
of this matter for the future." 

Hunan Rights Act 
nunbo-junto fron 
A-G's Qepartnent 

A "HUMAN RIGHTS Commission 
Bill" was introduced into the Aus¬ 
tralian Parliament during 1977, 
but lapsed without having been 
enacted by the time Parliament 
rose in December. 

Council had been asked to com¬ 
ment on the proposed law, and in 
August asked three questions about 
it - would it conflict with Norfolk's 
Immigration Ordinance? -would it 
require Norfolk to have representa¬ 
tion in Parliament? -and would It 
entitle Norfolk's electors to deter¬ 
mine the Island's future form of 
government themselves? 

The questions had been relayed 
to the Attorney-General, and A-G 
answered the Department of Ad¬ 
ministrative Services on October 
14th. DAS passed the-answers back 
in time for the December 14th 
Council meeting. The answers 
given by the Attorney-General’s 
Department were - 

'The first question is - Would the 
adoption of this Bill into Norfolk 
Island mean... the repeal of the 
Norfolk Island Immigration Ordin¬ 
ance, or, if modifications were 
required, what those modifications 
might be? 


'The proposed functions of the Com¬ 
mission are set out in Clause 8. Un¬ 
der sub-Clause 8(a), the Commission 
would have the function of examining 
Commonwealth and Territory enact¬ 
ments for tiie purpose of ascertaining 
whether those enactments are incon¬ 
sistent with or contrary to the rights 
and freedoms recognised in the Gov¬ 
ernment and to report to the Attor¬ 
ney-General the results of any such 
examination. 

'It is assumed that any action by 
the Government, consequent upon 
a report of the Commission, con¬ 
cerning Norfolk Island legislation 
would be implemented in the con¬ 
text of the constitutional arrange¬ 
ments existing at the time. 

'The second question raised by 
the Norfolk Island Council is 
whether the effect of Articles 25 
and 50 of the Covenant require 
Norfolk Island to be represented 
in the Australian Parliament, or 
did it support the Council's pro¬ 
posal for a Territory Assembly? 

'Article 25 shortly stated 
recognises the right of every citi¬ 
zen to vote and to participate in 
public affairs directly or through 
freely-chosen representatives. 

'Article 50 stipulates that the 
provision of the Covenant shall 
extend to all parts of Federal 
States without any limitations 
or exceptions. Of course, until 
ratification, there is no obliga¬ 
tion on Australia to implement 
the provisions of the Covenant. 

'Leaving this aside, these Arti¬ 
cles would not appear to require 
that constitutional arrangements 
in relation to Norfolk Island pro¬ 
ceed along any particular line. 

'The third and final question 
is whether Article 1 of the Cov¬ 
enant gives to the people of 
Norfolk Island the right for an 
Act of self-determination in the 
light of the Nimmo Report. 

•Although there is some doubt, 
it would appear from the 
"traveau preparatoire" of the 
Covenant that the right to self- 
government is confined to a 
nation, as generally undertood 
in international law. 

'I shall be happy to discuss 
this matter with officers of your 
Department, should you so wish. 

Cr. McIntyre: "I'll move, Mr. 
Chairman, on the strength of that 
reply, that the Act not be extended 
to Norfolk Island at present and 
that the question of its extension 
in the future be a question for the 
Assembly when created." 

Chairman: "Seconded - Cr. 

Bennett." 


Cr. McIntyre: "The reason I put 
it in those terms, Mr. Chairman, 
is that it appears to me that the 
answer that's just been read out 
shows that there are fundamental 
contradictions and problems in the 
-reading of the Act, so long as Nor¬ 
folk Island's relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia remains undefined, and that 
the adoption of the Act here tends 
to cast debating factors in that 
need not necessarily be called on. 

"I think that there's no clear 
answer given to any of the three 
questions asked. There's no clear 
answer as to whether immigration 
would be affected - only you'll 
have to wait and see. There's no 
clear answer to the question of 
whether a person would be able to 
command as a right while on Nor¬ 
folk Island to vote for a member 
on the Australian Parliament. 

There's no clear answer given to 
the question of whether the Act it¬ 
self would entitle- Norfolk Island to 
act of self-determination. 

'It seems to me that in the absence 
of clear answers to these matters of 
fundamental importance to Norfolk 
Island that the Island is better off 
without the Bill..." 

"we're not really 
part of a nation" 

Cr. Blucher-. "Mr. Chairman, I 
would tend to support the remarks 
of Cr. McIntyre. I think we’re 
waiting for some solution to our 
own particular self-determining 
problems. I think self-determina¬ 
tion is one of the initial major 
issues that we need to look at, 
and the Covenant did say that the 
right to self-determination - not 
to self-government - but the right 
to self-determination is confined 
to a nation, as generally under¬ 
stood in International law. 1 don't 
think there is any argument about 
that, except that in our particular 
case the right to self-determination 
is not there at the present time, and 
I would tend to support that particul¬ 
ar motion of Cr. McIntyre's until 
the terms of our self-determining pow¬ 
ers have been defined and agreed up¬ 
on by legislation. 

"I don't think that we are really 
part of a nation -1 don’t think New 
Guinea was part of a nation when it 
was a Territory of Australia - and that 
supports my view as well in support¬ 
ing that particular motion..." 
Chairman: "Yes, we are clear that 
Norfolk Island is a Territory of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, aren't 
we?" 

Cr. Blucher: "I don't think we are, 
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Mi. Chairman, until our legislative 
issues have been 

Chairman: "Well, I can assure you 
it is." 

Cr. Blucher; "I'm not confident of 
that and I disagree with you at that 
point." 

Cr. McIntyre: "1 don’t think it’s a 
question of whether we're a Territory 
or not is in dispute. 1 think it is what 
it means in the context of Australia 
that is heavily in dispute, Mr. Chair¬ 
man. * 

Chairman: "Any further speaker? 

All those in favour, gentlemen? 

All elected councillors are in favour - 
Chairman abstains. The motion is 
carried." 

Never Bind Council - 
"It has been decided" 

AMONG ROUTINE amendments to 
Ordinances considered in Decem¬ 
ber was a new draft Ordinance on 
Public Holidays. 

Council had said some time ago 
that it didn't want or need such an 
ordinance, but it came through any¬ 
way, with the Departmental com¬ 
ment that "It has been decided 
that this will be proceeded with... " 
Cr. McIntyre tore into it: 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, 
this has me considerably puzzled, 
having regard to the recent dele¬ 
gation, history of the matter and 
the substance of the Public Holi¬ 
days Ordinance. 

"The Public Holidays Ordinance 
is a draft Ordinance at this stage - 
it has not been approved by the 
Council. 

"Its history is that the Council 
in one of its meetings moved that 
they didn't want one. 

"If you read the Public Holidays 
Ordinance in die draft form that 
now exists then you will see the 
public holidays laid out there and 
there are 14 of diem. 

"The Ordinance makes no men¬ 
tion of what a public holiday is - 
what consequences flow from some¬ 
thing being a public holiday - 
it doesn't vary awards, or contracts - 
does not purport to Interpret the 
Public Service Ordinance or its 
Regulations - in fact says nothing 
about what the significance is of 
any public holiday. 

"The Ordinance therefore appears 
to be one of those pieces of legis¬ 
lation that you could either have 
or not have, with no visible change 
in’the law as far as people are con¬ 
cerned ... 


"The nature of the Ordinance 
bee ones important, however, in 
the light of the recent delegation 
to Canberra. The report of the dele¬ 
gation to Canberra contained the 
following observation under the 
heading "Department of Adminis¬ 
trative Services". On page 10 of 
that report, it says: 'Between 
the Secretary's letter and the in¬ 
terview, the delegation formed a 
number of impressions 

- that the Department does not think 
in terms of two-way communication 
with the Council and the Island. In¬ 
stead the Council is only a formal 
source of input to which no response 

is required. The Department would 
apparently prefer to act within Can¬ 
berra than to refer Norfolk Island 
matters which concern it to the Coun¬ 
cil and people for response. 

- that the representative function 
of the Council is not recognised. 

There seems to be no allowance that 
the Council not only represents the 
people but is also accountable back 
to the people for decisions which are 
taken by the Department. 

- that there was no apparent under¬ 
standing of the abhorrence that most 
people feel for a system which takes 
decisions about their own lives and 
traditions behind closed doors 1900 
kilometers distant. 

There is also no apparent aware¬ 
ness of the amount of worry in 
the community that made the 
delegation necessary in the first 
place. 

- There is no need to suggest 
that any officer in the Depart¬ 
ment is acting improperly. The 
key officer has spent only one day 
on the Island -- it is die system it¬ 
self .which is at fault and die solu¬ 
tion is to remove the distance 
which is the heart of the trouble 
by giving Norfolk Island internal 
self-government. ’ 

"Now in that context this rather 
silly Ordinance becomes very im¬ 
portant. Its an Ordinance that the 
Council says it does not want. We 
get a memo which says: 'It has 
been decidedithat this matter will 
be proceeded with.' 

"That if ever there was a fair¬ 
ly vivid, stark example of non¬ 
communication, is the one that’s 
on our table at the present stage. 

"It happens to be in respect of 
an unimportant ordinance - it 
could be in respect of a very im - 
portant ordinance, and I don’t think 
Mr. Chairman that it's appropriate 
to let it go on that ground. 

"I move, first of all, that a repre¬ 
sentative of the Department, with 


authority to act respecting that 
ordinance, come to Norfolk Island 
at once for the purpose of discuss¬ 
ing the Department’s decision respect¬ 
ing the Public Holidays Ordinance 
and that in the meanwhile no action 
be taken to implement it. ” 

Gfc. Blucher: "I'll second that. " 
Chairman: "I'm not trying to inter¬ 
fere with what you're projecting 
Cr. McIntyre. - I merely think your 
purpose would be served by reiterat¬ 
ing the previous resolution of Coun¬ 
cil, instead of asking for a 'please 
explain’ from some individual which 
I'm sure would get nowhere. 

Cr. MGtfntyret "My belief. Mr. 
Chairman, is that every time we’ve 
asked for a 'please explain' in the 
past, proceeded by way of a written 
statement, we’ve got nowhere. 

We've got people wondering how to 
write the shortest possible formula 
of words without telling us anything 
about their reason, and I think it’s 
time we got past that... 

“This is not an elective situation - 
they're not our representatives in 
the Public Service, and when they 
decide to impose laws on us in sen¬ 
tences 'It has been decided this 
matter be proceeded with' - then we 
can either go through the old rig¬ 
marole of protesting in vain or we 
can try and do something different, 
and the aim of my motion is to do 
something different and have a talk 
about it - not an exchange... - 
have a talk about it. That's the 
purpose behind what I've moved." 

By whoi has It 
"been decided"? 

Chairman: "Of course. I'll have 
to correct you that the Public Service 
doesn't make ordinances at all. 

This Is a matter for the Governor - 
General in Council." 

Cr. McIntyre; "Mr. Chairman, I 
don't think that the Governor-General 
in Council, nor yet Sen. Withers, 
sat down and thought that a Public 
Service Ordinance containing these 
provisions was a good idea for Nor¬ 
folk Island, though he may have 
been convinced of it when it was 
put to him. 

"I think that realistically speaking 
we should go back to where it started 
from. " 

Chairman: "Quite right. We've both 
made our points. I merely wanted to 
correct any impression you were giv¬ 
ing councillors that public servants 
were deciding on the wording of an 
ordinance. They may certainly 
recommend it but they have no pow - 
er to decide." 
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Norfolk LIVING 



LIVING ON NORFOLK is very dif¬ 
ferent from living In New Zealand, 
Australia or other large countries. 

The exact differences, and die 
reasons for them, are not easy to 
describe. 

Recently The News's library was 
enhanced by the addition of a mar¬ 
velous three-volume set of books 
that have great meaning for Nor¬ 
folk. Their title is "Ancient Tahi¬ 
tian Society". Their author was 
Prof. Douglas Oliver, one of the 
Pacific's leading anthropologists. 

By "ancient Tahitian society"be 
means the way of life on Tahiti 
up until about the time the "Bounty" 
arrived there. Not long afterward 
Tahiti began to change under Eur¬ 
opean influences, and within a 
generation or two the old way of 
life was gone, forever. 

So his study tells a great deal 
about where Norfolk Island's par¬ 
ticular culture came from. By 
reading it one can glimpse bits 
of the origins of the way of life 
on this island today. It Is a pleas¬ 
ure to pass some of them along. 

THE WOMEN the "Bounty" mutineers 
went back to Tahiti to claim had 
had little exposure to the outside 
world. Only eight times before in 
history had European ships visited 
this exquisite South Seas island. 

The "Bounty” called in in 1789 be¬ 
fore the mutiny and its sailors were 
so captivated by the ways of the wo¬ 
men that after the mutiny 16 of them 
stayed in Tahiti. Only nine of them 
ventured forth onto die mysterious 
open ocean in search of a hiding 
place for they feared the worst if 
captured by British officers and 
taken home for court-martials. 

These adventurers took along with 
them 12 Tahitian women. These 
women are the direct ancestors of 
the men and women who live on 
Norfolk Island now - "The Islanders". 

Many famous men have paid ecs¬ 
tatic praise to Tahiti and her neigh¬ 
boring islands. The great navigator, 
Bouganville, said he thought he was 
walking into the' Garden of Eden. 
Robert Louis Stevenson called the 
Tahitians "God's best --at least 
God's sweetest works". Many years 
later Thor Heyerdahl in his book 
"Fatu Hiva” remarked on "The Poly¬ 
nesian way of life --no idleness, 
no boredom, no rush and no waste." 


I What was life like in Tahiti for 
the women in 1789 who were later 
to live on Pitcairn Island and whose 
culture would eventually pass on to 
their descendants on Norfolk? It 
was through these women that the 
Polynesian culture was passed down 
through the years. Of course, their 
culture had the greater survival pow - 
er since all but one of the original 
mutineers were either murdered or 
had died by 1800. 

Before being whisked off to the 
"Bounty" and then taken to Pitcairn 
Island these Tahitian women were 
part of a refined and complex so¬ 
ciety. To some European visitors 
they seemed a bit indolent and "to 
always be moving about in point¬ 
less and unimportant ways and to 
always be engaged In a spirit of 
light-hearted play". These observ¬ 
ers were used to the conventional 
worth-ethic that pervaded European 
societies at the time. The truth 
is that die Tahitians (or Maohis as 
they were then known) derived con¬ 
stant pleasure and amusement from 
their chores. 

netlculously clean 

They were meticulously clean, 
far more so than their European 
visitors. They bathed In streams 
or the ocean every morning just 
after dawn and later in the day be¬ 
fore supper. They hated getting 
up before dawn unless it was ab¬ 
solutely necessary but their morn¬ 
ing bath was a vigorous affair with 
lots of splashing and conviviality. 

It was a social thing -- people 
chatting amiably and going off to¬ 
gether. They were quite modest 
and always skillfully covered up their 
genitals. Babies were bathed every 
morning as well - sometimes in very 
cold streams. 

After a light breakfast the women 
went on to their chores of the day. 
These consisted of farming, fishing, 
collecting food, making bark cloth, 
or purely and simply amusing them¬ 
selves. The principal meal of the 
day was eaten in the early or late 
afternoon and was generally followed 


by an hour or two nap. Afterwards, 
there was more work for some but 
most spent the rest of the day chatter¬ 
ing, playing, making love, visiting 
or preparing implements for the follow¬ 
ing day's work. After their evening 
bath they had a light meal and by 
nightfall were gathered in their houses 
for more talk, work and eventually * 
sleep. It is often said that the pre- 
European Tahitians were night people - 
loving to talk and sing long into the 
night. There was always music and 
story telling and they enjoyed beijjjg 
with their friends. This was especi¬ 
ally comforting as there was a feel# 

Ing of apprehension about die splrifil 
who were believed to be more active 
at night. 

not a trace of aalloe 

Food was collected on the day It 
was to be eaten; fish, however, would 
be caught die previous night. Some 
households had help (mainly tribal 
war prisoners) and they were made 
to do the more difficult chores. The 
others in die household would spend 
their mornings gossipping. Convene- 
tion was their forte, but it is said 
that chatter among the women con¬ 
tained not a trace of slander, criti¬ 
cism or malice. 

The main meal of the day con¬ 
sisted of food baked in an earth oven. 
Both men and women were robust 
eaters but could always have a sies¬ 
ta under the trees after this meal. 

Women did most of the making of 
bark cloth for clothing. This re¬ 
quired beating the bark snips with 
mallets. They also had to keep die 
clothing in repair as bark cloth was 
flimsy. The women also liked to 
make ruffles, hats.and other adorn¬ 
ments, and had fun while doing 
these things. Making bark cloth 
was a sociable affair and all would 
try to excel. It was especially 
pleasant for die women to work in 
large groups. They also did plait- 
ware using bamboo, arrowroot, grass, 
stems of some ferns and leaves of 
coconuts and pandanus. For special 
wraparounds (vane) and ponchos (tip- 
uta) thin bleached strips of hibiscus 
inner bark were used. These could 
be very elegant. Plairwork also was 
made into floor and bed matdng, 
partitions for rooms, and sails. 

In habits of grooming the Tahitian 
women were fasddious. They spent 
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a great deal of time in seeing to 
every detail of their clothing and 
toilette. Children went naked until 
five or six but after that clothes 
were worn at all times except when 
sleeping or for some ceremonies. 
Women wore a pareu made of bark 
cloth or plaited leaves. They never 
uncovered their breasts except during 
their baths. Their headwear was 
sometimes dramatic, and often the 
higher the rank the more splendid 
it was. Turbans and headwrappers 
were worn. Footwear was mainly 
sandals made of bark. Men and 
women alike wore sunshades made 
from coconut leaves. Women usu¬ 
ally wore their bail cut short, but 
some had long hair. Combs were 
used (made of bamboo) and per¬ 
fumed cocoanut oil was used as a 
pomade. Perfume was usually 
sandalwood although they loved 
fine smells and made perfumes 
from sources including nuts, palm 
blossoms and other sweet herbs. 

They annointed their bodies with 
coconut’ oil for sunburn. They 
decked their coiffures with flowers, 
shells, feathers, leaves and coloured 
seeds. They loved spending hours 
over their toilette and usually did it 
in the company of other women. 

They adored earrings, but.wore 
them in only one ear. These they 
made from shell, stone, berries, 
red peas and occasionally, pearls. 

They loved flowers, particularly 
the Cape Jasmine, and planted diem 
everywhere around their homes. 

fit and healthy 

The women kept out of the sun 
as much as possible so as to keep 
their skins from getting darker. 

They ate fattening foods because 
it was considered chic to be large. 

They loved die feeling of being fit 
and healthy and practised body 
massage. 

Most Tahitians believed in tatoo- 
ing and in its beautification of the 
body. They used lamp black for 
tatooing, and a kind of oily nut. 

They pricked the skin with bone or 
shell when making the tatoos. They 
used a great variety of figures for 
the tatoos - birds, dogs, circles, 
crescents -and other designs. The 
women made the figure Z on every 
joint of their fingers and toes and 
often 'round the outside of their feet. 

All had their buttocks tatooed deep 
black, with arches etched over the 
back reaching all the way up to 
their ribs. These arches were con¬ 
sidered quite special; maybe the 
amount of pain endured had some¬ 
thing to do with this. The bodies 
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of the Tahitians were quite perfect -- 
free of blemishes and lacking in de¬ 
formities. They had little sympathy 
for physically handicapped people. 

Joseph Banks, the great botanist 
(and also a gourmet) described the 
Tahitian food in great detail in one 
of his diaries. Meals were eaten 
under the shade of a huge tree and 
large quantities of banana or bread¬ 
fruit leaves were spread out to serve 
as a tablecloth. Distinguished 
people would be served by others - 
a basket being placed in front of 
the celebrity which contained his 
provisions and two coconut shells 
(one full of fresh water the other 
with salt). He would begin by 
washing his hands and face and 
would do this often during the meal. 
The basket would contain large 
pieces of breadfruit, one or two fish, 
wer a dozen ripe bananas, half a 
dozen apples and for dessert, a 
kind of custard which would have 
been made by servants beating bread¬ 
fruit to the consistency of a soft 
paste and adding bananas to it. 

great appetites 

There were often mass bakings of 
breadfruit and the whole populace 
would eat gluttonously. Sometimes 
they would not leave their houses 
for a month.after one of these occa¬ 
sions. When they did go out after¬ 
wards they would be very fair and, 
of course, fat. In Tahiti these 
periods of eating were thought to 
be delicate living. Eating, after 
all, was considered a great pleas¬ 
ure, and a great appetite a mark 
of distinction. 

A woman was not allowed to eat 
pork unless she owned and raised 
the animal. It has been said in 
some references that the women 
were also only allowed to eat fish 
caught by other females. It was 
also reported that women were not 
allowed to eat fermented breadfruit 
unless it was taken from females' 
trees and prepared in females' pits. 
Some stay that women were not 
allowed to eat any food touched 
by males. But it is generally agreed 
that most such taboos were not push¬ 
ed to the point of deprivation. 

Some foods were denied to wp- 
men on principle: turtle flesh, 
porpoise and dolphin. They were 
allowed Bonito. Turtle flesh was 
allowed if a female was of a high 
rank. Women ate separately from 
men. This custom of separation 
was quite strange because usually 
the men and women were quite 
desirous of one another's company. 

They were careful not to leave any 
January 1978 


leftovers as it was thought that 
enemies might use these as a spirit¬ 
ual means of attacking, which was 
why people had their own distinct 
basket for food. The fear of sorcery 
was quite strongly held. 

Foods eaten by the Tahitians were 
mangoes, custard applies, raw sugar 
cane (chewed for the juice), fish 
and meat cooked in their earth ovens 
(umu), and various puddings made 
by a process known as "stoneboiling" -- 
they dropped heated stones into the 
raw pudding mixture. These puds 
were grated arrowroot, grated taro 
or mashed breadfruit. Softer pudd¬ 
ings were made by mixing water 
with baked bananas or breadfruit. 

Greens were cooked in coconut cream 
as well. 

An interesting aspect of their life 
was the practice of sharing food with 
the family's "tutelar spirits". Asa 
daily thing the family head would 
leave some food out for spirits, just 
as children leave a glass of milk and 
some bikkles for Farther Christmas. 
Another practice, known as "foster¬ 
age" was also widely prevalent. 

This meant taking into a household 
outsiders for long periods of time, 
treating them as though they belong¬ 
ed. Strangers were treated with 
great indulgence, always being 
served large quantities of food with 
great cheerfulness. 

Tahitians would stint themselves 
in order to send a guest away well- 
fed and content. 

Tahitian hospitality was boundless 
and spontaneous. 

It was as generous to a passing 
stranger as it could be lavish for in¬ 
fluential guests. 

"Hospitality was the law of the 
land, ” says Professor Oliver in his 
remarkable book. 



AFTER A SUMMER rain, a spurt of 
gardening! Clear out all half-dead 
annuals, fork over the ground and 
give a light application of manure 
such as blood and bone; rest die 
ground for preference ready for Aut¬ 
umn plantings of pansies, stock, 
snapdragons and other suitable an¬ 
nuals. Any time now, one can set 
seeds of these in boxes, February 
and March being ideal. Stock and 
pansies need an earlier start than 
other seeds, as they flower best in 
cooler weather. Don't forget vege¬ 
table plants also broadbeans need 
to be planted about March. 
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Geraniums and pelargoniums 
should be cut back. Any plant that 
is still carrying blossom may be left 
a bit longer. Fork some old well- 
rotted cow manure around base of 
plants and finally spray with Garden - 
Master as a precaution against rust 
and caterpillars. Put a few cuttings 
of your favourite ones in sand to 
strike. Place in shade for a while, 
or until you are sure they are rooted. 

If you have some petunias which 
you particularly like, take some tip 
cuttings and stand them in a jar of 
water until showing a good root 
growth then plant - these will flow¬ 
er very quickly. 

I was recently shown some apple 
trees and asked what the mossy 
growth was that covered the main 
branches. This is a fungus. It is 
controllable by using Lime Sulphur 
which is easily obtainable on the 
Island. 



THIS JANUARY I'm just going to 
give you one recipe, an old one I've 
kept, first written out about 150 
years ago. 

HOW TO COOK A HUSBAND 
TILL HE IS TENDER AND GOOD. 
"RECIPE: A good many husbands 
are utterly spoiled by mismanage¬ 
ment in cooking, and so are not 
tender and good. Some women 
keep them constantly in hot water; 
others let them freeze by their 
carelessness and indifference. 

'Some keep them in a stew with 
irritating ways and words. Some 
wives keep them pickled, while 
others waste them shamefully. It 
cannot be supposed that any husband 
will be tender arid good when so 
managed, but they ate really de¬ 
licious when prepared, properly. 

"In selecting a husband, you 
should not be guided by the silvery 
appearance, as in buying a mackerel; 
nor by the golden tint, as if you want¬ 
ed salmon. 

"Do not go to market for him, as 
the best ones are always brought to 
the door. Be sure to select him your¬ 
self, as tastes differ. It is far better 
to have none unless you will patient¬ 


ly leam how to cook him. 

'Of course, a preserving kettle erf 
the finest porcelain is best, but if 
you have nothing better than an 
earthenware pipkin, it will do - 
with care. Like crabs and lobsters, 
husbands are cooked alive. 

They sometimes fly out of the 
kettle and so become burned and 
crusty on the edges, so it is wise to 
secure him in the kettle with a flat 
strong silken cord called Comfort, 
as die one called Duty is apt to be 
weak. Make a clear, steady flame, 
of love, warmth and cheerfulness. 
Set him as near this as seems to 
agree with him. 

“If he sputters, do not be anx¬ 
ious, for some husbands do this un¬ 
til they are quite done. Add a 


HAS ANOTHER CHRISTMAS really 
passed? Is it already 1978? It's 
hard to believe, isn't it. 

Christmas this year, here on Nor¬ 
folk, started with a most delightful 
evening in Rawson Hall when the 
School Concert was held on Wednes¬ 
day, 7th December. The evening 
was a real treat and commenced 
with the Infants Choir under the lead¬ 
ership of schoolteacher, Maree Currie, 
singing a bracket of carols and Christ¬ 
mas songs; beautiful to listen to and 
a credit to Miss Currie as one could 
understand every word die children 
sang. 

Next on the programme was the 
popular percussion band under Fay 
Bataille's baton. The two cymbal¬ 
ists really looked the part as they 
poised there, cymbals at the ready, 
waiting for the signal to create an 
almighty “crash" - they didn't miss 
their cue either! 

At last came the time for which 
the littlies had been practising for 
weeks. I think, too, most of die 
parents knew the words and songs 
of the Nativity Play which the Kinder¬ 
garten class performed. The child¬ 
ren were dressed in really colour¬ 
ful costumes - there were the three 
wise men, Matthew Christian-Bailey, 
very resplendent, as the King, she¬ 
pherds, an Eastern lady, Mary and 
Joseph. The group of angels looked 
most ?angelic" too! By song and 
words the children told die story of 
Joseph and Mary's trip to Bethlehem 
and Jesus' birth in the stable. Not 


little sugar In the form of what 
confectioners call kisses, but use 
no pepper or vinegar on any 
account. 

'Season to taste with spices, good 
humour and gaiety preferred, but 
seasoning must always be used with 
great discretion and caudon. Avoid 
sharpness in testing for tenderness. 

Sdr him gently, lest he lie too flat 
and close to the kettle and so be¬ 
come useless. You cannot fail to 
know when he is done. 

If so treated, you will find him 
very digestible, agreeing with you 
perfectly, and he will keep as long 
as you choose, unless you become 
careless and allow the home fires 
to grow cold. Thus prepared, he Will 
serve a lifetime of Happiness. End* 


one knew their words, spoke out id 
big voices and sang the carols very 
enthusiastically. 

“Santa and the Snowflakes" was 
the 1st class contribution. This waa 
a play which took place in Sana’s 
workshop. Whilst poor tired Mrs. 
Santa, Cheryl LeCren, fell asleep, 
the snowflakes who were supposed to 
get the toys ready for Santa had 
great fun trying them all out and 
making them do their tricks. They 
ran around and wound up all the tin 
soldiers who marched around the 
stage - would have though Scott 
Jones really was a tin soldier! Sam- 
antha Grimshaw as the baby doll de¬ 
lighted the snowflakes with her cries 
for “mummy". Tom McIntyre dis- 
guised as a teddy hr**- assured every- 
one he wouldn't bite and only liked 
to cuddle people. The ballerina 
dolls showed how they could dance 
and the elephants in very clever cos¬ 
tumes made everyone laugh. But then 
just as all the toys were having such a 
good time in came Stephen Hogden 
as Santa and he wasn't too pleased 
that the toys weren't ready to deliver 
to all the boys and girls. Anyway his 
helpers, dressed as elves, said they 
would help and in no time at all 
the toys were loaded on to his sleigh 
and off they all went. It was really 
terrific and again no-one muffed 
their lines. 

Through dance and mime the 2nd 
class children told the story of "The 
Little Fir Tree". It was really mar - 

S3 
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one mistake was made at all, every¬ 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.BOX 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


mas parties held at the Lions Club, 
the Leagues Club; the Administra¬ 


vellous. Their teacher, Maureen 
Tavener, had chosen classical mu¬ 
sic for the dance items and the child¬ 
ren were a joy to watch. Helen Toft 
was the fir tree chosen from the forest 
to be cut down as die Christmas tree. 
Everyone, 1 think, was amazed at 
die length of time Helen stood there 
with her arms out-stretched and 
how gracefully she swayed with the 
breeze. 

Roaring twenties 

The last item before interval 
was a Christmas Party, Roaring 
Twenties style, put on by Lester 
Semple's class. Class 3. The child¬ 
ren must have learnt about 15 differ¬ 
ent songs from that era. The girls 
were Charlston dresses, lots of bang¬ 
les and beads, and the boys looked 
very smart with their striped boaters. 
Susan Ely, Fiona Anderson and Angela 
Hobbins would have put many adults 
to shame with their skill at perform - 
ing the Charleston. The Item which 
really stole the show was the sing¬ 
ing of the song "Baby Face" when 
each of the girls taking part kept 
turning her face away. A really 
colourful finale to a terrific show. 

The teachers and those responsible 
for the costumes and scenery are to 
be heardly congratulated on such a 
fine performance. After a short inter¬ 
val the annual prize-giving then took 
place with many boys and girls being 
rewarded for their hard work during 
the year. 

Round of parties 

The following week after the con¬ 
cert there was then a very busy and 
exciting time for the children as 
the round of Christmas parties com¬ 
menced. There were break-up 
parties held at the school. Christ¬ 


tion and D.C. A. held Christmas 
parties for the children of staff 
members and in between mums 
were busy trying to fit in their 
Christmas shopping! 

The SDA ladies put on a lovely 
Christmas party for the senior citi¬ 
zens and die children of the church 
performed a Christmas concert. 

What a lovely surprise for the sen¬ 
ior citizens. 

What I really enjoy most about 
Christmas is the feeling of magic 
that is created for the children. 

They never dre of listening to the 
story of the first Christmas and 
and then look forward to Santa's 
visit. Did you know that when San¬ 
ta visits Norfolk he lands his sleigh 
and reindeers up at Mt. Pin? 

Chrlstnas eve 

Our thanks too go to Toon Buffett. 
For those who spent Christmas Eve 
at home Toon provided a lovely 
Christmas programme over VL2NI, 
the local radio station - a programme 
of Christmas carols and those lovely 
old songs such as Bing Crosby sing¬ 
ing "White Christmas". 

THEN the day itself at last arrived. 
It's funny really trying to get the 
children to sleep the night before, 
then there's the mad rush to put out 
all the presents and most parents I 
think then collapse into bed, worn 
out, but knowing jolly well they're 
going to be hauled out again at the 
crack of dawn. What an exciting 
time watching the children ope ning 
their parcels. I think there were 
quite a few children this year who 
had to go looking around the garden 
for their present as they were too 
big for Santa to bring inside! 

It really is a marvellous tithe of 
the year when homes are filled to 
overflowing with relatives and friends 
who have come "home for Christmas". 


Many families here take advantage 
of the lovely weather we usually 
have at this time of the year and 
take their Christmas dinner either 
down to Kingston; out on the cliffs 
somewhere or at home out in the 
garden. This year was no exception, 
the weather was perfect. 

Beach carnival 

Tuesday, 27th December, was Ro¬ 
tary's big day - the Beach Carnival. 
Activities commenced at 11.30 am 
with various races on the sand for 
the children. Bet those who took 
part in the treacle-covered bun 
eating competition were glad to 
dive into the water after it was 
over! The swimming events were 
quite exciting - die ladies race for 
those over 16 ended in a tie between 
Patricia Smith and a visitor. The 
men's race was quite long - almost 
to the reef and back - but was very 
easily won by Mike Johnson (Pat 
Anderson's brother), Ricky Robert¬ 
son was second. About 4.20 pm 
there was a ripple of anticipation 
amongst the spectators on the 
beach as the rafts were lined up 
for the great event of the day. 

This year the rafts had to start from 
the far side of Emily Bay, go round 
a buoy just past the permanent raft 
then come back and circle the raft 
then head for the beach just near the 
dressing sheds. From all accounts 
it was quite a stiff course and those 
rafts that didn't go round the first 
buoy made it quite hard for some 
of the others. Anyway, again Jim 
Gardner and his chaps were the 
successful winners. Then as the 
other rafts came in to shore, it was 
on -- tomatoes, eggs, flour and 
all sorts of things were flying every¬ 
where! Congratulations Rotary - 
another successful carnival. During 
the afternoon, the raffle to raise 
funds for the Lifepak 4 for the Hos¬ 
pital was drawn. First prize, a 
Mazda car, was won by Alan Dyer, 
second prize was won by Marjorie 
Sims and the third prize was won 
by none other than the Administra¬ 
tor. 

Well, I guess for now, that's all 
the news. There's much to think 
about as the year draws to a close. 
Much has happened here on Norfolk 
during 1977. What will 1978 bring? 
Health and happiness to everyone, 

I hope. 

Cheerio for now! 

CKsU. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RE TAILERS - 

j Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

| • M A SPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home garttaers 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

I agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate Inquiries. 













PLUS: STIRRING INAUGURAL SPEECH FROM THE NEW POLYNESIAN GOVERNOR 
IN SAMOA... INTERESTING RECENT SETTLERS ON NORFOLK... CHAT WITH 
HELEN PAYNE...SOME INTRIGUING GARDEN TIPS... "LETTER FROM HOME” 
...AND "IN BOND" DISCUSSES GOOD WHITE WINES AVAILABLE HERE NOW 


TWO-THIRDS OF THE ISLAND PEOPLE IN THE PACIFIC ARE FREE. 
MANY OF THE REST HAVE BEEN PROMISED SELF-DETERMINATION, 
BUT SIX COLONIES HAVE NOT. PAGE 5 

Debate on Constitution 


M fill /A 


A Shameful Truth 


Aust. Benefits: Good or Bad? 


AUSTRALIA'S SOCIAL BENEFITS SYSTEM IS GIGANTIC - 
BUT NO ONE SEEMS TO KNOW WHAT ITS AIMS ARE. AN 
EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW PAGE 27 


Nimmo in 10 Sentences! 


HOW THE PROPOSED NORFOLK ISLAND GOVERNMENT WOULD 
WORK -- AND A LOOK AT POSSIBLE WORRIES THAT HAVE 
BEEN MENTIONED HERE AND IN AUSTRALIA. PAGE 7 


N.l. Insurance Plan 

NEW ZEALAND INSURANCE HAS PRESENTED A REVISED AND 
EXPANDED PROPOSAL TO COUNCIL FOR A NORFOLK ISLAND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE SCHEME. FULL DETAILS. PAGE 9 
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TOYS FROM EN 

THE FINEST RANGE OF DIE-CAST 
SCALE MODELS IN THE WORLD. 
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JUNIORS... CUBS. . . MAJORS 







FROM GERMANY 
A WIDE RANGE OF FOOTWEAR. 
TRACKSUITS, T-SHIRTS, 
SHORTS, TRAVEL BAGS 
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SWISS WATCHES 

GUARANTEED IN N.Z. AND 
IN AUSTRALIA. A HUGE RANGE 
OF ANALOG AND QUARTZ. 
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WORLD-LEADING FISHING 


RECORD 
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TAX-FREE. 
DISTRIBUTOR OF 
SOUVENIR RECORD, 
ERIC JUPP’S 
"BEAUTIFUL NORFOLK 
ISLAND" 
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the right choice 

RADIO / CASSETTES / HI-FI 


Breville 

and 

GENERAL ELECTRIC 

HOME AND PERSONAL 
CARE APPLIANCES 
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DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 






Editorial: THE SHAME OF NORFOLK ISLAND AND AUSTRALIA 


A long-hidden shame of Norfolk Island, and of Australia, has finally been spoken out 
loud for the world to hear: the people of this island are only partly free. 

It has been true for a very long time. Late in the last century, when Norfolk was 
still a British colony, a Governor of New South Wales arranged that self-government 
be taken away from the island. 

The world was very different then. Even when Australia accepted responsibility 
for Norfolk Island, in 1914, the ideas of Empire and white supremacy were widely 
accepted. Visitors to Norfolk in those days regarded "the natives” here as inferior 
people, born to be ruled by their betters. 

For four generations the Islanders have searched for ways to regain at least some 
of their right to govern themselves. They have argued again and again that Norfolk 
was promised to their forebears by Queen Victoria - as, indeed, it was. But those 
"in authority" always turned a deaf ear, holding to the assertion that they, and not 
the people of the island, were entitled to make the laws and govern Norfolk. 

In 1975 the Australian government finally recognised that the world had changed, 
and acknowledged that Norfolk’s colonial form of administration was "outmoded and 
inappropriate". That was a correct, though subdued, way of saying what Freedom 
House of New York has now broadcast in plain words: the people of Norfolk Island are 
among the less fortunate in the world who are only partly free. 

Australia has meant no ill. It has had other problems that were perhaps more 
urgent, and has been too preoccupied to re-examine 1914 assumptions about a remote 
island of 1600 persons. But now the plain words have been said aloud, and they must 
sting decent Australians. 

Only partly free? People for whom Australia has complete authority for 64 years, 
only partly free? How in God’s world could such a state of affairs be permitted to 
exist? 

Australia's shame is treble because all three of the island territories it: governs 
have been categorised as only partly free. In Norfolk’s case, Australia suddenly 
awakes to find itself standing with France and Chile as the only remaining powers 
who still deny their Pacific island colonies the rights of self-government and self- 
determination. 

Australia continues to withhold assurance that the people of Norfolk will be en¬ 
titled to determine their own direction of development. Australia thus continues to . 
sanction the old assertions that it somehow has a natural right to govern Norfolk, and 
that the people of the island are not fit to do so. 

But now handwriting has appeared on the wall for all to read: the people of Nor¬ 
folk are only partly free. 

If that truth is as unpalatable to Australia as it is to the rest of the free world, 
Australia can quickly show that it does not stand with Chile and France by giving 
assurance that of course the fundamental right of self-determination will be recog¬ 
nised here, as it is elsewhere in the Pacific. . 

The draft Constitution for Norfolk, presented to Council last month, is an ex¬ 
cellent basis for discussions between Australia and Norfolk about a sound future form 
of government for the island. If it has flaws, or dangers, or elements that are in any 
way unfair to Australia, let us find them and correct them. With Australia's encour¬ 
agement a strong Constitution can restore full freedom on Norfolk Island. 

It cannot happen overnight because proper inquiry, good judgment and the due 
process of law take time. Meanwhile colonial sovereignty must continue to be 
exercised here. 

But each day that it is, those who exercise it should have the grace to conduct 
themselves with an awareness that their authority and the comforts of their positions 
rest on the withholding of full freedom from the people they govern on Norfolk. 


The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard, P.O. Box 94. Norfolk Island 2899. All contents are copyright 
Airmail subscriptions: Australia $10, N.Z. $A16, Pacific Islands $A18, USA-UK $A24; shortened if postage rises. 




A HONDA. 

Accord 


A Highly Spirited Sedan 
With Hatchback Styling 
Crowned by an Unexpected 
Touch of Economic Luxury 


a really luxurious amount of 
interior space, with spirited per¬ 
formance and 2-door hatchback 
styling to make it welcome in 
markets around the world. Good 
fuel economy, quiet running and 


an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. In addition, 
it's easy to drive, has superb 
handling and great drive-ability. 



BUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 





PEOPLE ON NORFOLK ARE ONLY 

PARTLY FREE, SURVEY SHOWS 


A WORLD-WIDE SURVEY has stated 
that the people of Norfolk Island are 
only partly free. 

The survey, conducted by Free¬ 
dom House, a non-partisan, New- 
York-based organisation, covered 
214 countries and territories through¬ 
out the world. 

It applied 24 criteria to determine 
whether people are free, partly free, 
or not free. 

The criteria included freedom 
from political repression, ability to 
get relief through the courts, a free 
press, freedom of speech and the 
right of citizens to participate in 
self-government. 

The results of the survey were 
published in the Australian "Bulle¬ 
tin" of January 17tb. The Bulletin 
article took pleasure from the fact 
that freedom had increased in India, 
Spain, and 24 other countries, but 
it overlooked the fact that all three 
of the overseas territories adminis¬ 
tered by Australia have the stigma 
of being only partly free. 

Analysis based on the survey's re¬ 
sults in 21 South Pacific island 
countries and territories shows that - 
■ Nine are free, providing full 
civil and political rights for their 
people. These include two-thirds 
of the people of the Pacific islands. 
■Four are only partly free, but are 
progressing toward full rights and 


will have the right of self-deter¬ 
mination in choosing their eventual 
forms of government. These in¬ 
clude about 10% of the Pacific 
peoples. 

■Two are only partly free but are 
independent - Tonga and Western 
Samoa, where much governmental 
power is inherited through royal 
or chiefly families. These two 
countries include about 10% of the 
Pacific islands’ population. 

■ Six are partly free, or not free, 
and have been denied the right of 
self-determination. These are 
French, Australian and Chilean 
territories, which include about 15% 
of the people of the Pacific islands, 
including the 1600 people of Norfolk. 
The fully free people of the islands 
are those in Fiji and Nauru (both in¬ 
dependent republics); the Cook Islands 
and Niue (both self-governing In asso¬ 
ciation with New Zealand); the Solo¬ 
mons (a self-governing British protector¬ 
ate); the Gilberts and Tuvalu (both 
self-governing British colonies); 

Hawaii (a U. S. state); and the North¬ 
ern Marianias (in "political union” 
with the U.S.). 

The partly-free people who are 
progressing toward full civil and poli¬ 
tical rights, and will be allowed to 
determine their own future form of 
government, are those in the U. S. - 
administered territories of American 


Samoa, Guam and Micronesia, and 
in the New Zealand-administered 
Tokelau Islands. 

New Zealand has brought all of 
its former Pacific territories to self- 
givernment with the exception of the 
Tokelaus. where an earlier form of 
Polynesian culture still prevails. The 
Tokelaus have no airport, no com¬ 
merce other than a small amount of 
copra trade, no bank and no tourists. 
The 1500 people elect a Council of 
Elders who manage most local affairs. 

. Delegates from the islands take part 
in South Pacific Conferences at New 
Zealand's expense. Local revenues 
in the Tokelaus have been less than 
$50, 000 in most recent years, and 
New Zealand pays for almost all of 
the $550, 000-a-year of local expend¬ 
itures. 

Meanwhile some 380, 000 Pacific 
people are administered by overseas 
countries - France, Australia and 
Chile - which insist that the islands 
are part of the parent country, and 
have no local right of self-determina¬ 
tion. These territories are French 
Polynesia, New Caledonia, the New 
Hebrides (which England administers 
jointly with France), Easter and Juan 
Fernandez Islands, and Norfolk. 

Easter and Juan Fernandez are the 
only two Pacific places listed in the 
Freedom House survey as being "not 
free" - as is Chile, which administers 



"^PARTLY FREE but independent, or assured of self-determination 
• PARTLY FREE/ NOT F REE with self-determination refused so far 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / February 1978 






them. 

The survey did not cover Pitcairn 
Island, probably because its popula¬ 
tion is now down to about 65 people - 
but it would appear to qualify as a 
fully free island, with a governmen¬ 
tal system much like the one that 
prevailed on Norfolk from 1856 to 
1896. 

France is much the largest of the 
countries which continue to deny die 
right of self-determination for 
people in its Pacific colonies - al¬ 
though the smallest of them, Wallis 
& Futuna, maintain a traditional 
system of local kings, and voted to 
remain "an overseas territory of 
France* in a referendum in 1959. 

In the main French colonies of the 
Pacific - French Polynesia, New 
Caledonia and die New Hebrides - 
there have been consistent local 
pressures for self-government, which 
France has strongly resisted. 

Australia and Chile 

The only other islands where self- 
determination is denied are the three 
administered by Australia and Chile. 

There are curious geographic and 
governmental similarities between 
Chile, Easter Island and Juan Fernan¬ 
dez in the Eastern Pacific, and 
Australia, Norfolk and Lord Howe 
in the Western Pacific. 

Easter Island is only three times 
Norfolk's size, with a population 
of 1800. It is located at 27° South, 
3800 km from Chile's capital. The 
island has mostly steep cliffs, with 
an undulating central plateau. The 
native people, descended from 16 
couples, are Polynesians with their 
own language. The island is ad¬ 
ministered by a governor sent from 
Chile, and according to the Pacific 
Islands Year Book "frequently even 
minor details of administration have 
to be referred to Chile for decision. ” 
There are a locally-elected mayor 
and Council, who have little real 
power because they cannot raise or 
spend revenue. Norfolk has 1600 
people, Is at 29 South, and 2000 km 
from Canberra. The other character¬ 
istics mentioned have a familiar ring, 
although we do not elect a mayor. 

At Juan Fernandez the main Island 
of the group (known as "Robinson 
Crusoe's island*) is about the size 
of Lord Howe, has a population of 
about 600, and is 580 km off the 
Chilean coast. It is a declared 
national park of Chile. Lord Howe 
has about 270 people, is 500 km 
off the Australian coast, and in¬ 
creasingly has been administered 
by New South Wales as if it were 
a national park. 


New Era Starts in Samoa 


THE FIRST locally-elected Governor 
of American Samoa, Peter Tali Cole¬ 
man, took office last month in cere¬ 
monies at Pago Pago. 

Voters in the U. S. -administered 
territory had been offered the chance 
of electing their own Governor in the 
past, but rejected the idea until last 
year. 

American Samoa laws are made by 
an elected assembly, the Fono, but 
can be vetoed by the Governor, who 
has been a U.S. appointee until now. 

Ceremonies included the lowering 
of die U.S. and Samoan flags, and 
hoisting fresh new ones - of the same 
design - to symbolise the end of an 
era and the opening of a new one. 

Tufele Ll'a was sworn in as Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor. 

Governor Coleman emphasised 
American Samoa's Polynesian charac¬ 
ter in his inaugural address, and reach¬ 
ed out "for our brothers and sisters" in 
die islands of die Pacific. 

Quotes from his brief address: 

"More than three thousand years ago, 
a people began to arrive in these islands 
we now call Samoa. They found a 
home here. And during the next thou¬ 
sand years, they created a new race 
of people, a new language, a new 
culture. 

Polynesia's ancestors 

"Those early people became the 
first Samoans, and they made of these 
islands die cradle of the Polynesian 
people. For it was from Samoa, at 
about the time of Christ, that other 
voyagers set sail in their great double¬ 
canoes for the unknown waters to the 
east, not knowing what they would 
find. 

*Many were lost at sea, never to be 
heard from again. But still, odiers 
kept sailing eastward upon that vast 
unknown until, one day, those early 
voyagers from Samoa found other un¬ 
inhabited islands, where they settled. 

"In time, their descendants sailed 
off to yet other previously undiscovered 
lands. And so, over the centuries, 
they came to occupy one-third of the 
surface of our Earth, an am a which 
we today call Polynesia. Upon those 
separate islands, each of those people 
evolved a separate history. But all 
were united in a common past which 
began here, in Samoa, thousands of 
years before. 

"Those great canoes which carried 
our ancestors into a new future are 
gone now. The voices that chanted 
over the lonely waters for guidance 
from ancient gods are silent now. 


"But today, we of Tutila and 
Manu'a begin yet another voyage. 

"We have been well prepared. Dur¬ 
ing the better part of the last hundred 
years, we have been under die under¬ 
standing tutelage of a great nation, 
a country to which we are tied in 
allegiance by bonds deeper than poli¬ 
tical considerations, the United States 
of America. And to map our course, 
we bold fast to the following principles, 
principles in which we deeply believe: 

principles 

"---We are all chil&en of God, 
equal in His sight, with human ri#its 
no government can take away. 

"---Our most previous gift and great¬ 
est natural resource is our youth. 

"---Our proud Samoan heritage must 
be perpetuated, and the life of our 
land can be preserved in righteousness. 

"---A strong family life, with high 
moral and ethical standards, is the 
foundation of our society --of which 
both government, and the public sec¬ 
tor, and the private sector are a part. 

"---Every man and woman deserves 
a just wage with equal pay for equal 
work. 

“---Government is the servant, and 
not the master. 

"—Self-reliance is self-respect, 
and we can only earn our living from 
the sweat of our brows. 

"We believe, tool that no gov¬ 
ernment can succeed without me full¬ 
est respect for and co-operation with 
the judiciary and legislative branches 
of that government. Finally, as per¬ 
haps our brightest pole-star to guide 
us, the people. A government that is 
not open to the voice of the people 
and that is not responsive to that voice 
cannot last for long. We profoundly 
believe In, and base our faith in our 
future, upon our people. 

"And so, well prepared by an 
understanding nation, sustained by 
principles that surely all decent men 
and women hold dear, we begin our 
journey. We hope that we will not 
journey alone. Mindful that we are 
Polynesians, as well as Samoans, we 
reach out our bands for our brothers 
and sisters who Uve in Western Samoa, 
Tonga, Niue, Tuvalu, the Cook Isl¬ 
ands, and in the other neighboring 
island communities of the Pacific. 

"As we share a common past, so 
we share a common future, so must 
we voyage together. 

"And may God, in Whose infinite 
compassion we have unshakable faith, 
guide us on our way." 
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HOW CAN NORFOLK BEST BE GOVERNED DEMOCRATICALLY, KEEPING CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH AUSTRALIA? 
THE ISLAND'S VOTERS. THEIR ELECTED COUNCIL. AND EXPERTS IN AUSTRALIA ARE ALL INVOLVED AS 


Debate Opens on Island’s Constitution 


A DRAFT CONSTITUTION for Nor¬ 
folk Island was tabled at the Janu¬ 
ary 18th meeting of Council. 

It is based on Council's already- 
expressed recommendations for the 
future government of the Island, 
but includes many details and 
principles that Council as a whole 
has not yet debated. 

Copies have been sent to Norfolk's 
responsible Minister (Mr. R.J. Elli- 
cott) for his review. 

The first public debate on the draft 
will be an open Council meeting at 
Kingston at 2pm on February 1 Oth. 

As this issue goes to press it has not 
been decided whether the meeting 
will be broadcast, but the gallery 
will be open to the public. 

The Draft proposes an ingenious 
method for allowing Norfolk to go¬ 
vern itself, while still leaving Aus¬ 
tralia with ample powers to assure 
that the Island is governed sensibly. 

The central idea of the constitution 
is the setting-up of a dynamic ten¬ 
sion between the Island's voters, their 
nine elected representatives In "the 
House", and the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. 

The draft proposes a British Com¬ 
monwealth form of government in 
which - 

■the local "House" would have 
the rigjit to draw up all local laws, 
decide what taxes are needed and 
control the Island's budget - but 
knowing that if it tried to put through 
legislation that was short-sighted or 
that disadvantaged Australia, the 
Australian-appointed Governor would 
veto the bill; 

■ Australia, through its Governor 
here, would have the right to reason 
with the elected members of the 
House, to appeal to the good sense 
of the people of the Island if the 
House seemed to be getting head¬ 
strong. and to disallow any proposed 
law or any proposed amendment to 
the Constitution - but knowing that 
if it used the veto power frequently, 
for Australia's benefit and against the 
Island's interests, Norfolk electors 
could cancel the veto power after 
five years; 

■ The Island's voters would have 
the right to call for a referendum 
on any subject affecting Norfolk's 
peace, order and good government; 
or to amend the Constitution, sub¬ 
ject to the Governor's veto. If the 
Governor rarely or never used the 


veto, and proved to be a force for 
good government of the Island, the 
voters would have no reason for want¬ 
ing to cancel the veto power after 
five years, and would do so only on 
a crucial issue where they saw Aust¬ 
ralia as harming Norfolk rather than 
helping it. 

people have power 

The plan puts the ultimate power 
over Norfolk in the hands of the 
electors of the Island. But it assures 
the members of the elected House 
and Australia's Governor regular 
access to the voters, to give them 
the chance to hear at least two diff¬ 
ering views on controversial issues. 

The draft Constitution also estab¬ 
lishes a series of steps that must be 
followed, allowing time for public 
consideration and comment before 
final decisions are made on major 
matters. 

Except in urgent situations, with 
the reasons for urgency stated plainly, 
proposed laws will be debated public¬ 
ly and. then left in suspense for at 
least a month until a final vote is 
taken on them. 

If the House and the voters were 
slow to see a danger in sane 
proposed law, it could be withdrawn 
even after it had gone to the Gov¬ 
ernor for Royal assent. 

If Australia were concerned about 
a proposed law that had passed 
through the House, it would have six 
months in which to ask for amend¬ 
ments, bring forward new arguments 
against the bill, suggest alternatives 
and publicise its reasons for object¬ 
ing - and still reserve its veto power 
for use as a last resort. 

overcoae log-jaa 

But on dozens of matters where 
needed new Norfolk Island legislation 
has been caught for years in the 
Canberra log-jam, the Norfolk House 
and the Governor would have the pow¬ 
er to move into action and get the 
laws made. 

There is an embarrassingly long 
list of Island ordinances and regula¬ 
tions that have been In the works" 
for years - the record-holder prob¬ 
ably being the Norfolk Public Service 
Regulations, which have been "in 
progress" toward modernising for 
some 13 years, and will probably 


not become formalised, under the 
existing Norfolk law-making pro¬ 
cedures, for some years to come. 

Norfolk residents and the Aust¬ 
ralian Government will want to look 
at die proposed Constitution from 
many angles in considering how it 
might be improved. Here are 
some of the discussion-points that 
stand out; 

The power of the Governor . The 
draft gives Australia's Governor of 
Norfolk Island much more effective 
•power than the existing Administra¬ 
tor has. 

In practice, with a few exceptions, 
the Administrator's job is a combina¬ 
tion of Shire Clerk, the embodiment 
of the Commonwealth, and chief cere¬ 
monial Officer. He acts as he is ad¬ 
vised to act by the Canberra Depart¬ 
ment that administers the three ex¬ 
ternal territories. He is swamped 
with a small mountain of paperwork 
and administrative details. He has 
a full-time job running the Island's 
public service, and in addition is 
expected to be the Paeon of every 
organisation on the Island, opening 
events and officiating at prize-givings. 

Governor of Norfolk 

The Governor of Norfolk, as pro¬ 
posed in the draft Constitution, would 
have quite a different job. As the 
Queen's roan he would be expected 
to carry out the ceremonial functions 
the Administrator does, but the load 
of paperwork and administration 
would be reduced to a fraction of 
what it is now. That work would go 
to a new chief executive officer of 
the Island's public service, who 
would be a full-time manager. The 
executive would be hired by the 
House and would report to the Execu¬ 
tive Council - die Governor and two 
or more senior members of die House. 

The Canberra office of ten or so 
people who now administer Norfolk 
Island would probably almost dis¬ 
appear before long. Kingston rather 
than Canberra would become the 
focal point for Australia's interests 
in Norfolk. As the man on the 
scene, die Governor would be res¬ 
ponsible for making substantial 
judgments about the Commonwealth's 
long-range interests here, and for 
calling on various Canberra Depart¬ 
ments to look into particular matters 
related to Norfolk. 
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The Governor's basic job would be 
watching, studying and coaching die 
Norfolk Island government; advising 
the House when be thought they were 
getting into deep water; V giving the 
public his view of how the Island 
was faring, and how die House was 
performing; and lobbying both the 
members of the House and the people 
of die Island to encourage them to 
take a long-range view and to act 
responsibly. 

He would have the power to block 
laws, block amendments to the Con¬ 
stitution, require delays in laws, and 
go over the heads of the members of 
die House in talking to the Island. 
Norfolk Island is a small community, 
but the Governor would have real 
power over its progress and well¬ 
being, rather than the appearance of 
power. 

a poor Governor could 
paralyse the House 

A good Governor - experienced in 
government, sympathetic to the 
Island and able to command respect 
here and in Canberra - would be 
much the most powerful single force 
in bringing out the best in the Island. 
On the other hand a Governor who 
was unsympathetic to Norfolk could 
virtually paralyse the House, and 
make the whole government system 
proposed by the Constitution seem 
unworkable. 

The Governor's job would be a 
little like that of a driving instructor 
using a "dual control” car with two 
brake pedals. The House, like a 
student driver, would be able to 
drive, but would be subject to con¬ 
tinual coaching from the instructor; 
and the Instructor would be able to 
stop the car whenever he liked by 
stamping on his own brake pedal. 

The selection of die right man as 
Governor would be crucial to the 
success of the whole plan. 

"Borrowed" Australian laws . One 
of the ingenious elements of the 
draft Constitution is its proposal for 
extending a certain range of Aust¬ 
ralian laws to Norfolk. 

Aus tralia clearly does not want 
Norfolk Island to become a "lurk" 
place where Australians can dodge 
the laws of the Commonwealth - 
a tax haven, or a Gretna-Green- 
style divorce mill, or haven for 
shoddy insurance companies, or a 
registry for cheaply-built ocean 
vessels. 

Norfolk doesn't want such things 
either. But opportunists inevitably 
sniff out loopholes, and it would be 
impossible for Norfolk Island to main¬ 
tain the Intricate 4aws, inspection 
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systems and enforcement procedures 
that are necessary to protect the 
broad public interest. 

The draft Constitution proposes 
solving this problem by Australia's 
applying its laws on such matters 
here. 

Which ones? That could well 
be the most important single ques¬ 
tion In discussions between the 
Island and the Commonwealth about 
the practicality of the Constitution. 

At last report, during the Royal 
Commission, Australia was not ex¬ 
actly sure which Commonweal* 
laws apply on Norfolk now. Some - 
100 or more - clearly do apply here. 
Others might, or might not, depend¬ 
ing on what the courts might decide 
in a particular case. 

On many of these Commonwealth 
Acts there would be no controversy 
between the Island and Australia. 
Norfolk is far better off being able 
to "borrow" Australia's Patents Act, 
Air Navigation Act and many others, 
and to have Australia enforce them 
here. 

Some others may be pointless. We 
probably do not need the Pearl Fish¬ 
eries Act, for example. 

possible controversy 

But on some there may be different 
viewpoints in Canberra and Norfolk. 

It seems likely that the present Nor¬ 
folk Island Council will- not want die 
Australian Income Tax and Social 
Services Contribution Acts to apply 
here - instead of applying, with 
exemption for Norfolk written into 
them, as is the case now. 

There may be controversy about 
Australia's Racial Discrimination 
Act. The Act was designed to bring 
Australia into line with United Na¬ 
tions objections to laws that put any¬ 
one at a disadvantage or advantage 
because of his or her race. But Nor¬ 
folk is the homeland of the Pitcairn 
race, and Pitcairn descendants have 
for 120 years had special advantages 
here. Council has said it does not 
want the Australian Act to apply on 
Norfolk. Will the Commonwealth 
accept that? This issue could prove 
to be a knotty one in the discussions. 

The Norfolk sea and seabed. This 
issue has been mentioned, here and 
in Australia, but so fat it has not 
been faced squarely. The draft 
Constitution says plainly, for the 
first time, that the benefits of the 
sea and seabed around Norfolk should 
go to Norfolk and its people - not to 
the Commonwealth of Australia. 

If the Constitution is adopted as 
now drafted, about 126, 000 square 
miles of the South Pacific would be 
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recognised as being for Norfolk's 
benefit, once 2 00-mile limits are 
adopted by Australia. This would 
be consistent with current thinking 
throughout the Pacific islands, which 
says that it's wrong for wealthy na¬ 
tions overseas to reap the harvests 
of the islands* waters, simply be¬ 
cause they have the ships and the 
capital to do so. 

Was the Nimmo Royal Commission 
report, as a few possib 1 -? cynto have 
said, really a land-grab? Is Can¬ 
berra interested in integrating Nor¬ 
folk just because it wants to clinch 
die ownership of a vast area of the 
Pacific? In discussions about the 
Constitution the ownership of sea 
rights around Norfolk will suddenly 
become a clear point. The few 
people who have believed the land- 
grab theory will soon turn out to be 
either unkind cynics, or else good 
judges of human nature. 

worries mentioned 

Real Or imaginary dangers . The 
draft Constitution allocates power 
in a new way, and power can be 
mls-used. 

There are at least six imaginable 
threats of possible mis-use of power 
that have been mentioned on Norfolk 
or on the mainland. The Constitution 
seems to provide protection against 
most of them, but they need close 
examination. 

L Members of the House, inexper¬ 
ienced in using real authority, might 
make a mess of it. The safeguard 
against this seems to be the Governor. 
Able to call on Canberra for research 
into potential problems, the Governor 
would have ample power to prevent 
the House making blunders. 

finances 

2. Norfolk, given responsibility 
to balancing the Island's budget it¬ 
self, might get into financial trouble - 
especially if the tourist industry is 
not properly nurtured. This possible 
worry is one that can't be solved 
definitely in advance. It seems 
probable that w ith local control, 
revenues might actually increase, 
and spending be better managed 
than in the past. As one isolated ex¬ 
ample, there may be big improve¬ 
ment to be made in the marketing 
of Norfolk sumps, and the commi¬ 
ssion of ever 30% that Australia Post 
takes for acting as agent may be cap¬ 
able of being negotiated down to a 
more reasonable level, like the 12% 
Nauru is said to pay for the same ser¬ 
vice. A locally-elected House would 
have far more incentive to make Nor- 



LATEST PROPOSAL FROM N. Z. INSURANCE TO PROVIDE A NORFOLK VERSION OF WORKERS COMPENSATION 

More Options in New N.l. Insurance Plan 


THE LONG-DISCUSSED Norfolk ac¬ 
cident insurance scheme, being 
proposed by N. Z. Insurance, has 
been revised and expanded. 

After discussion of the enlarged 
scheme at Council last month, die 
Administrator undertook to get 
some remaining uncertainties clear¬ 
ed up. 

Cr. Geoff Bennett raised questions 
about whether the Commonwealth 
Government would see the scheme 
as an acceptable alternative to in¬ 
stalling Australian Workers Comp¬ 
ensation on Norfolk. He also asked 
questions iabout the scheme's defi¬ 
nition of "accident", which he 
said was inadequate. 

N. Z. I. distributed copies of a 
booklet describing the expanded 
scheme. The text of this booklet. 


folk financially sound than Canberra 
does now. If they should run into un¬ 
expected troubles, it is imaginable 
that Australia might be willing to 
help somehow, as New Zealand helps 
its associated Pacific islands, and as 
Australia helps other Pacific places 
than Norfolk, in its normal aid pro¬ 
grammes. 

3. Opportunists might try to make 
quick profits in dubious ways - bring¬ 
ing back the tax haven, for example. 
The safeguard against this is, again, 
the Governor. Through him, Aust¬ 
ralia could simply veto bad laws, or 
bring effective pressure for sound new 
ones. 

caityalgn promises 

4. Candidates for the House might 
cause financial problems by making 
campaign promises to win votes. 

This problem is not entirely unknown 
even in Australia. It would seem to 
be less on Norfolk, where the indivi¬ 
duals are well-known and the scale 
of local government is well-under¬ 
stood, than it is in large countries 
where voters can actually be led 

to believe that money can be creat¬ 
ed out of thin air. In any event, 
the House would not have full or free 
authority to carry out promises: the 
Governor, as the "driving instructor", 
would have his foot poised above the 
brake pedal all the time. 

5. There might be an influx of 
shadowy characters linked with other 
foreign governments, hoping to gain 


slightly condensed, is reprinted 
here for readers to examine them - 
selves. 

PROPOSAL FOR NORFOLK ISLAND 
FROM THE N,Z. INSURANCE CO . 

This scheme has been designed ex¬ 
clusively for Norfolk Island conditions 
and has been kept as simple as poss¬ 
ible without affecting its operation 
and/or effectiveness in any way. 

It was also essential that there be 
an area of elasticity In the scheme, 
thus giving the people of Norfolk 
Island the opportunity to take higher 
protection if they so desire. 

The scheme has been developed 
to provide essential protection to 
every person, thus avoiding any fi¬ 
nancial hardships, at the time of an 


something from Norfolk. But under 
the Constitution such characters would 
seem to be wasting their airfares. 

The bond with Australia, and the 
power of Australia to prevent Norfplk 
from ill-considered moves, would be 
fool-proof insurance. 

hard decisions 

6. Norfolk Island people might 
find it very difficult to take hard de¬ 
cisions affecting their own neighbors 
and families. This was one of the 
prime reasons given for taking away 
Norfolk's right of self-government in 
1896. There is some truth in it. But 
die Constitution proposes that Norfolk 
can manage its own affairs better 
than people 1000 miles away in Can¬ 
berra can, everything considered. 
Australia's record for making necess¬ 
ary decisions about Norfolk is actually 
very poor - as evidenced by the state 
of the canle on the Common, the in¬ 
competent disarray in immigration 
and the Island planning policies, the 
absence of professional attention to 
economic and tourist industry man¬ 
agement, and die reliance in Canberra, 
by authorities as prestigious as die 
Senate Standing Committee on For¬ 
eign Affairs and Defence, on an array 
of "facts" about Norfolk Island that 
are simply wrong information. Nine 
elected members of the House, given 
authority and having guidance from 
a competent Governor, could hardly 
do worse, and would have the incen¬ 
tive to do much better. 


unfortunate accident. 

The implementation of this scheme 
does not involve unpleasant and in¬ 
volved litigation. 

The scheme that we recommend 
to your Administration is an all em¬ 
bracing Accident Compensation 
fibheme that provides 24-hour pro¬ 
tection for all permitted residents 
of Norfolk Island. 

This scheme must not be confused 
with a Workers Compensation or 
Employers Liability-type insurance. 

Your Accident Compensation 
Scheme provides protection 24 hours 
of the day for during working or 
non -working hours. 

This scheme to work successfully 
must be based on the concept that 
legislation be passed in Norfolk 
Island so as to make it compulsory 
for all permitted residents on the 
Island between the ages of 16 years 
and 65 years to come under the 
protection of the scheme. 

Furthermore, any persons outside 
the age of 16 years and 66 years who 
are being employed temporarily or 
permanently are required to effect 
a policy to be included in the 
scheme. 

It will be necessary that a suit¬ 
able agreement be drawn up between 
the Norfolk Island Administration 
and the New Zealand Insurance 
Group that the Scheme be under¬ 
taken by the N.Z.I. Group for a 
three year period and at die end 
of this term a full and factual re¬ 
port be submitted to the Island's 
Administration allowing the Coun¬ 
cil to consider the renewal terms, 
if any. 

Furthermore, the agreement to 
include a minimum time notice to 
be held for each party, thus giving 
each party the right to amend part 
or various sections of the scheme, 
if necessary. 

The scheme will negate the 
necessity for employers to need to 
effect a workers compensation week¬ 
ly benefits policy, as all employees 
will be automatically protected un¬ 
der the scheme. 

However, as the right of common 
law still applies, it would be pru¬ 
dent for all employers to effect 
their own common law Employers 
Indemnity Insurance. This can be 
done independently, if they desire 
the additional protection. 

Should a common law claim 
arise, then the Norfolk Island Ac cl- 


Constitution 


Continued from p. 8 
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TEXT OF ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
PLAN SUBMITTED BY NEW ZEAL¬ 
AND INSURANCE CO. -continued 


dent Compensation Scheme will still 
apply and all benefits will be payable, 
notwithstanding any common law ac¬ 
tion. 

The scheme provides cash pay¬ 
ments in the event of certain serious 
accidents. These lump-sum pay¬ 
ments range from $10, 000 for acci- 
dent-caus ed death, total blindness, 
or complete disablement, downward 
to $500 for the accidental loss of a 
toe ot Anger joint. 

The scheme defines an accident as 
"Bodily injury caused solely and di¬ 
rectly by violent, accidental, ex¬ 
ternal and visible means and result¬ 
ing solely and directly and indepen¬ 
dently of any other cause. " 

Should any person be unfortunate 
to be involved in an accident suffer¬ 
ing any of the injuries within the 
schedule benefits, then the com¬ 
pensation on a percentage is related 
to die $10, 000 capital benefits pay¬ 
able. 

Furthermore, die scheme provides 
weekly benefits as follows: - 
Total disablement from en¬ 
gaging in or attending to usual 
business or occupation: - 
at the rate of $50 per week 
These weekly benefits are limit¬ 
ed to 104 weeks, but exclude 
the first 7 days. 

It has been carefully analysed 
that the above figures at $10, 000 
capital benefits and $50 per week 
should be introduced into your legis¬ 
lation as being the minimum com¬ 
pensation allowable for all permitted 
residents on the Island between 16 
and 65 years of age. 

The premium payable for this type 
of protection is only $40 per person 
per year or $26 per person per 6 
months. 

This gives the people the opportun¬ 


ity of having an alternative method 
of payment without exposing them 
to an excessively high contribution. 

The premiums may be collected 
by the Administration under the 
Public Works Call, or, alternatively, 
paid to the Commercial Trading Bank 
or Bank of New South Wales on the 
Island. 

As advised earlier, this scheme 
has an area of elasticity and it is 
possible for those persons desiring 
to increase their protection to do so 
by extensions to rite basic unit as 
follows: - 

Extension 1 - Increase Amount of 
Weekly Benefit 

Weekly benefits for accidents.. $10 p.w. 
(Limited to 104 weeks and excluding 
first 7 days). 

Additional premium.. $7 per person p. a. 

or $4 per person per 6 months 
Minimum premium.. $4 

Extension II - (Accident Only) Medi¬ 
cal & Hospitalisation Benefits 
Maximum of $1, 000 - any one claim 
Premium - $12.06 per year for $500 
cover 

Territory - Worldwide 
Minimum Premium - as list above 

Extension III - (Any Illness) Medical 
Surgical & Hospital Expenses 
Maximum of $1, 000 - any one claim 
The first $25 of any claim is excluded 
Territorial Limits 

All illness occurring within Norfolk 
Island. 

Exceptions 

No benefit shall be payable in re¬ 
spect of any event consequent upon 
pregnancy, childbirth, menopause, 
venereal disease, dental surgery, 
congenital conditions, sterilisation, 
cosmetic surgery, contraceptives, 
appliances, vaccinations, innocu- 
lations or insanity. 

Surgical treatment must be by a 
registered medical practitioner 
for any claim to be valid. 


The premium for $1, 000 cover, 
all illness - medical, surgical and 
hospitalisation benefit is:- 

up to age 55 years - $26 per per¬ 
son per year 

from age 55 years - $48 per per¬ 
son per year. 

This extension is simplified by a 
coding index on each certificate. 

The medical, surgical, hospitali¬ 
sation payment benefits for illness 
do not apply outside die territory of 
Norfolk Island, Australia and/or New 
Zealand. 

Any person under the age of 16 
years or over the age of 65 years 
who desired to effect this scheme 
may do so by taking voluntarily 
the "basic unit" and, if additional 
weekly compensation is required, 
this can be achieved by extending 
the basic unit by adding Extension 
I in multiples to the desired level 
(Text of the proposed 
accident insurance plan 
continues on page 31.) 

-ABVEftfiSgMENT ~ — 


LAND 

VACANT LAND FOR SALE 
We are instructed to offer for cash 
sale the following: - 

1. Portion 41b containing three acres 
more or less having a frontage of 
375 links to Cascade Road with 
an assessed unimproved capital 
value of $10, 000 for purposes of 
the Landowners Levy Ordinance 
1976. 

2. Portion 41j containing one acre 
more or less adjoining at the rear 
of Portion 41b and having a front¬ 
age of 266.6 links to a road 26.4 
links wide leading to Cascade 
Road with an assessed unimproved 
capital value of $6, 500 for pur¬ 
poses of the Landowners Levy Ord¬ 
inance 1976. 

The owner is a genuine seller. Offers 
in writing for both portions or for each 
portion separately will be received un¬ 
til noon on Tuesday, February 21, 

1978, by Miss Ionn (telephone 2123) 
at McIntyres' Douglas Drive Office. 
The highest or any other offer will 
not necessarily be accepted. 

This land is on the left-hand side 
of Cascade Road going from Middle- 
gate to Cascade and opposite the lane 
known as “Coopers" off Cascade Road. 
The road 26.4 links wide is that in 
which Mr. & Mrs. O'Sullivan reside. 
The land for sale is opposite their resi¬ 
dence. 

Portions 41b and 41j are considered 
particularly choice home sites. They 
are not cleared. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
-V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

etcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 


mrnwM 


mmw 




wm-fm 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia - 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and knmera 
S > , pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
E|gy5ufc3\ pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice... Island- 
gSSWpfy- style pot roast... baked chicken... guava, banana and 

4f rvAy-' passionfruit pies — as well as other fav- _ 

'jfiBnSr orite * f amiliar dishes If you prefer... ^I 

mfKSp prepared by an Islander who loves 

Norfolk and its food -- in a small/^??^^rf^§3ip^jP 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
~1 across the valley to Mt. Pitt " 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 


Open six nights a week. Dinner is )6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
- choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets h e re^p 


) )P- _ > JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 

from the post office 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4 . 30 - RING 2186 








ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOl’R INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



RQUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

... ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


RQUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

SHOP AT 

RQUDS 






I 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it Is a '‘must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenlfs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past'Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 8- 1L SO and 12.15-4 
Mondays through Thursday, but on 
Fridays everything happens one hour 
later: open at 9, lunch from 12.30- 
1.16, then open until 5. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New. Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
•3 minutes. 

TELE OLA MS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge H a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. Bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12. 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; _ At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back Issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on die Island. 
ADMIN .-8-12 and 12.45-4psn Mon-Fri. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-12 & 12.46-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings. but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING: Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Phllp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3gpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AK N.Z. jBumt Pine office 
open 9; 5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 





SAME-PAY NEWSPAPERS abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+a 

late In the day Wed ; A. B. C. HOBBY CENTRE 

-Thurs-frl-Sat-Sun U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 




Points Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point n Shoot camera. -- 


]\/f IT TH1VIC NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
1V11 Li 1 WlMO DUTY FREE CENTRE 








© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO ] 

Here are a. few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3ISLAND 'ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office. Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete holiday ■Inl-iart — 

"•'TRADING POST 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


April 7 r»AVe 7 on 4- A n (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN I UATu I *0U afl XO y pi only from 9 am to 7 pih — sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses...lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers;... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. . olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 


Electronic SLR 




The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in thef history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 156A. the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach,to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of. 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 










# Ih * Norfolk 

SUN JfclVL*' MON TUE 



■Church services 
■Film. sm!b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MR?8. 00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds& LC) 

■ Darts .(RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


Island 


WED 

1 

■Film, sm’b’d(VV) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


8 

■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00) 


12 

■Church services 
■Film. sm’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


13 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRTff. 00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


15 

■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


19 

■Church services 
■Film. sm*b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


20 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


21 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


22 

■ Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

. BOpen night (Nik) 
■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 


2 © 27 

■ Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Film, sm'b’d (VV7.30) ■Film (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


28 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 



CALENDAR FEBRUARY 


THUR 

2 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8:00) 


9 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

3 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 

■Film (RSL8.00) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

*N.l .Council - special 
meeting to begin de¬ 
bating Draft Consti¬ 
tution (2.00 A) 


SAT 


4 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind, jg 



16 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


23 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.O0) 


24 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


- NOTABLE FEBRUARY EVENTS IN NORFOLK HISTORY -- 

February 1st, 1874 : All Saints Church was destroyed by a hurricane. 

February 6th, 1808 : The Pitcairn Island community - with all of die "Bounty" 
mutineers except John Adams having died previously, was discovered by 
Capt. Folger. For nearly 20 years they had been lost to die world. 

February 14, 1844; Capt. Maconochie, a Norfolk Island commandant who 
tried to manage the penal colony with understanding rather than brutality, 
left the Island. 

February 23rd, 1814 ; The Norfolk Island first settlement was abandoned about 
this date. No buildings remain from this period. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson HaU 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 



The key, of course, was 110 film. 

Which had gotten to the stage 
where color slides and enlargements 
were comparable to 35mm. 

Except for its cameras. 

Some of which were more ad¬ 
vanced than others. 

But all of which were limited. 

And most of which were toys. 

This single lens reflex eliminates 
the limitations. 

It’s 5.3 inches wide, 4.3 inches 
deep. 

And only 2.1 inches high. 


It weighs just 15.1 ounces. 

The lens Is a zoom. 

Which goes from 25 to 50mm. 

From normal to 2X telephoto. 
It’s like being able to choose 
from more than 25 focal lengths. 

Except that they’re all on the 
camera, not in a camera bag. 

The lens is also a “macro’.’ 

Just turn the collarx>n the zoom and 
you can focus as close as 11.3 inches 
from your subject. 


Automatic electronic 
exposure system. 

You set the lens and the shutter sets 
itself automatically. 

For anything from time expo¬ 
sures at 10 seconds to a fast 1/lOOOth. 

The shutter is metal (not cloth). 
And ’’stepless’,’ so that it gives you 
the exact shutter speed you need, 
not a compromise. 

You can override the auto-expo- 
sure system if you like, for special 
effects or more control in unusual 
lighting. 

You view and focus through the lens. 
What you see is what you get on 
film. The microprism center spot 
keeps the Image “fractured” until it’s 
razor-sharp. And focusing is always 
with the lens wide open for maxi¬ 
mum brightness. 

Light emitting diodes in the finder 

tell you when not to shoot 
And when to. 

One tells you your batteries 
are O.K. 

(If they’re not, the finder blacks 
out.) 

Another, that the light’s not 
enough or too much. 

Another, if the shutter’s on B 
(bulb) or X (electronic flash) instead 
of A (automatic). 

Some other interesting advances. 
The camera has a hot shoe for 
electronic flash at l/150th of a second. 
That means there’s less chance 
you’ll get "ghost images” in action 
shots. 

Safeguards: the shutter release 
locks. The shutter selector dial’s 
locked until you unlock it. All to keep 
you from taking a picture you don’t 
want to take. 

Instant loading, of course. 

4 supports hold the drop-in 110 
cartridge rigidly for maximum sharp¬ 
ness. And the exposure system sets 
itself automatically for the right 
film speed. 

The one-pounder vs. the two- 
pounder. 

No contest. 

Minolta IK) Zoom SIR 

There’s never been a camera like it. 


We’ve created a 
15-ounce single 
lens reflex camera 
that can do what you 
usually do with a big 



^CAMERA LINES 

THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00,12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3. 00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Word 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 
9.00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 
10.05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape* Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Our Grade 

9.30 Wavendon 

10. 30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Comedy 

10.05 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Light Music from 

die Netherlands 
12.05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dllly 
Tots to Teens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 

Prog. Includes Comedy 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 
d.15 Magazine of Arts 
10.05 Jamaica Inn 

10.45 Morning Serial 


1L 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30S.D.A. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth j 
only) Council Re-brdcstj 
7.05 An Evening of 
Entertainment 

FRIDAY 

3.15 Comedy Show 

10.05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Elton John Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

L 30 Church of Eng. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 
6.00 Vivat Rex 
7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


11.00 Top of Pops 
12.00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 
L 00 R. A. Sports Relay 

4.30 Young Mood 

6.30 German Dance 

Bands 
7.05 Comedy 

7.30 Movin' Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 Big Band Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Radio Australia relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of. the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




me 


Your favourite cocktails 

k tw, *INE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

me 

If LbVELY DINING ROOM 


mm 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EV-ERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Cameralines: "We have just put 'spec¬ 
ial' prices on two of the world's top 
8mm movie cameras - the Yashica 
LD-6 has been reduced to $129, and 
Yashica LD-8 to only $149. " 

■ 

International Duty Free ? "We have 
a large new shipment of Adidas 
straight from Germany - shoes, 
track suits, T-shirts, shorts, trav¬ 
elling bags. At our prices they 
always sell out quickly. " 


Proud's : "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Miltons : "Calculators - Canon, 
Sharp and Sinclair. We have one 
that is programmable, with 294- 
step library programmes available, 
for an incredible $55. “ 

■ 

The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 



Norfolk X-Word - "Weather-wise" 


ACROSS 

1. Plus 

2. Another island 

8. Hypothesis 

9. Received 

10. Fitting 

11. Vapour 

12. Time 

13. Court of session 
. (abbrev.) 

14. Clarity 

16. Mist 

17. Annul 


DOWN 

1. Exclamation. 

2. Low 

3. Spot 

4. Tornado-like 

5. Self esteem 

6. Visitor 

7. Expected depart¬ 
ure time (abbrev.) 

13. Of citizens 
15. Shout 




PRENTICE’S 



THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CAIEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C.no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7327 9 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 







HISTORY 

The "Islanders" — a 
colourful history and 
a promise never kept 

THE PITCAIRN RACE was started by 
nineteen Tahitians and nine British 
sailors who had mutinied against 
Capt. Bligb. Later three other 
Englishmen, Nobbs, Buffett and 
Evans, married into the commun¬ 
ity. 

The mutineers were above-average 
British seamen. The "Bounty" voy¬ 
age was well-known beforehand, 
and Bligh was able to select the 
crew from a large number of men 
who applied. 

Before the first Pitcairn genera¬ 
tion reached the age of ten, all of 
the island's men but John Adams were 
dead. The influences that Shaped 
the children's outlook on life there¬ 
fore were mostly the customs, tra¬ 
ditions and attitudes of the Tahitian 
women - plus the bible teaching of 
John Adams. 

In isolation, the Pitcairn commun¬ 
ity grew and developed its own dis¬ 
tinct character. It was a simple, 
island life with practically none of 
the "civilised" ways of the large 
cities of the world. 

Pitcaitn was in some ways an 
ideal small democracy. It was the 
first place in the British Empire to 
have women's suffrage, and the 
first place in the Empire to have 
compulsory education for children 
written into its laws. As the rest 
of the world, England in particular, 
learned about Pitcairn and what had 
developed there, the island became 
a legend and was regarded with very 
great affection and interest. Lead¬ 
ing people in England "took up" Pit¬ 
cairn as a personal interest and 
cause - and the Influence of these 
people (combined with a lot of pub¬ 
lic and press interest and curiosity) 
was what led die Queen and the Brit¬ 
ish Government to offer Norfolk 
Island to the Pitcairners. 


Norfolk Island was of no use to 
England. It had been abandoned 
once before, from 1814 to 1825, when 
it lay vacant and of no worth to any¬ 
one. When England decided to aban¬ 
don it again about 1850, the Island 
had good stone buildings, mills, roads, 
wells and other improvements - but 
there was no plan of keeping the Isl¬ 
and going as a community of any kind. 
Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand had the 
idea that Norfolk would make a fine 


place for a Melanesian Mission school, 
and he worked very busily to see if he 
could secure the Island for this pur¬ 
pose. Apart from him, there seemed 
to be no one who felt Norfolk was 
worth anything. The idea of offer¬ 
ing it to the Pi tcairners caught on, 
and was carried out. 

The Pitcairners had asked whether 
Norfolk might be available, and 
were interested in it, as one of var¬ 
ious possibilities that might give 
them a more spacious place than 
Pitcairn. They were concerned 
about outgrowing Pitcairn some 
day, and occasional droughts and 
crop failures increased their con¬ 
cern. But their attitudes about mov¬ 
ing to some larger island were cau¬ 
tious. They had been moved to Ta¬ 
hiti by the British Government in 
1831, but they were shocked by the 
morals and fell ill with diseases 
they had not known, and after eight 
months they returned to Pitcairn. 

They vowed they would never make 
that kind of mistake again. When 
Norfolk was offered to them there 
was serious argument in the commun¬ 
ity as to whether they should accept 
the offer or not - even though they 
had themselves asked if Norfolk 
migjit be available. When the 
“Morayshire" was sent to carry them 
to Norfolk, the British Government 
did not know for certain whether 
they would actually be willing to 
go. Lt. Gregorie, who was the Gov¬ 
ernment Agent on the voyage, was 
given detailed instructions about 
the terms and conditions of the offer, 
which he laid out before the Pitcairn¬ 
ers. They considered the offer very 
carefully, and decided to accept it. 

The terms and conditions were 
described precisely to the British 
Government by Governor Denison 
of N. S. W., who had been given 
the responsibility for planning the 
details of the move and seeing that 
it was properly carried out. The 
Government examined the terms 
and conditions and approved them, 
and on June 24th, 1856, Norfolk 
Island was made a separate and dis¬ 
tinct British settlement, to be occu¬ 
pied fully by the Pitcairners, govern¬ 
ed by laws of their making, and di¬ 
vided up amongst them to own out¬ 
right in whatever way they decided. 


So the Pitcairn race, given Nor¬ 
folk Island as a separate British col¬ 
ony, held the Island and built it in¬ 
to a free community. Occasionally 
representatives of the British Gov¬ 
ernment called on them to see how 
they were doing. Some of them, 
including Gov. Denison, took it on 


themselves to impose regulations 
and restrictions on the people of Nor¬ 
folk. These were probably illegally 
imposed, but the unsophisticated Pit¬ 
cairners were unable to find any way 
to object successfully to edicts made 
by men with the title of Governor. 
The only practical means of objec¬ 
tion was a hard one, taken by two 
family groups: they quit Norfolk and 
returned to Pitcairn. 

The most severe abuse of the 
Islanders' right to govern them¬ 
selves occurred in 1896. The Gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk Island (also the 
Governor of N. S.W.) made an 
edict cancelling all the Norfolk 
Island laws and proclaiming a new 
set of laws, and then appointed an 
outside Chief Magistrate. Govern¬ 
or Viscount Hampden took this 
step with the knowledge of die Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Colonies, 
but it appears to have been illegal 
all the same: not even the Secre¬ 
tary of State had the power to alter 
the Rules and Regulations, restrict¬ 
ing the Governor's authority, which 
Queen Victoria had made in 1856. 

Viscount Hampden apparently 
persuaded the Secretary of State 
that Norfolk Island and its commun¬ 
ity were in a bad state of affairs, 
requiring government from outside. 
The reports of Norfolk Island on 
which this idea was based appear 
to have been inaccurate and un¬ 
fair. There is good evidence that 
the Island was being run quite well 
by the Islanders, that their conduct 
and morals were not deserving of 
any serious criticism, and that 
their industry and good citizenship 
were well suited to Norfolk Island. 

But the British Government appears 
to have accepted Viscount Hampden's 
bad reports all the same, and an im¬ 
perial order placed before Queen 
Victoria, placing Norfolk Island un¬ 
der the full power of the Governor 
of N. S. W., was signed by Her Maj - 
esty in 1897. In this way, because 
of mis-representations made by the 
Governor, the Island lost the rig^it 
of self-government that the Island¬ 
ers and their ancestors had had for 
over 100 years on Pitcairn and then 
on Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island nevertheless con¬ 
tinued to be a separate and distinct 
British colony until 1914, when it 
became a territory wholly adminis¬ 
tered by Australia. It has been gov¬ 
erned as a colony of Australia since 
then. The Island’s laws are made 
by Australia, and the people of the 
Island have no right to vote, except 
for representation on the local Coun¬ 
cil, which has only advisory power. 






Someday all watches will be made this way. 



Changing the world's 
standanaa accuracy. 

TheSeiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 











The Australian Benefits System - 
WOULD IT HELP NORFOLK, OR HURT? 


PENSIONS and other Government 
benefits are important in Norfolk's 
thinking. 

That's a recent development. 

In the past they seemed foreijyi i- 
deas. The Island's way of life does 
not create pockets of industrial pov¬ 
erty, or leave people in hardship 
with no one to look after them. 

But benefits are one of the main 
issues that may decide whether the 
Island should be forced to integrate 
into Australia or not. 

The Nimmo report recommended 
that people on Norfolk should be 
entitled to the full range of Austra¬ 
lian benefits, even though there 
was no evidence of serious need for 
them here. 

Having decided that, Sir John 
Nimmo then found that a lot of 
other Australian paraphernalia had 
to go along with the benefits - tax¬ 
es, representation in Parliament, 
and the whole host of Australian 
laws. (The ten key sentences of his 
report, showing this "domino effect" 
appear in an accompanying article). 

The sponsors of the only pro-Nim- 
mo petition concentrated just on 
the Government benefits that might 
be offering. The petition was vague 
about everything else, but asked 
for mainland benefit payments at 
once, and 200 or so people signed. 

An anonymous survey of communi¬ 
ty leaders by The News, reported 
last month, indicated that there are 
some weaknesses in Norfolk's exist¬ 
ing system of social welfare assist¬ 
ance, and the Norfolk Council has 
proposed significant improvements 
to it. 

DURING JANUARY Australia's Min¬ 
ister for Social Services, Sen. Mar¬ 
garet Guilfoyle, visited Norfolk on 
holiday with her family. 

She readily agreed to an interview 
with The News. 

The aim of the interview was to 
see what Norfolk might learn from 
Australia - 

■ Is Norfolk's system overlooking 
some important social welfare ob¬ 
jectives? 

■ Is the Island's approach to help¬ 
ing people in need too amateurish 
and simple-minded? 

■ What guiding principles and 
theories about social welfare have 
been developed by experts in Aus¬ 
tralia over the years? 


SENATOR GUILFOYLE spoke in the 
impressive, well-informed way 
that has become familiar to radio 
listeners who have heard her answer 
questions in the Senate. She is an 
intelligent and particularly pleas¬ 
ant woman. 

But for people on Norfolk wanting 
to understand "the theory and prac¬ 
tise of setting up a good social wel¬ 
fare system, " she couldn't offer 
much help. 

The astonishing fact is that, for 
practical purposes, it doesn't mat¬ 
ter what the objectives of the Aus¬ 
tralian system are, or whether they 
are being achieved. 

The reality is that the system ex¬ 
ists, and is so gigantic, with so 
many people counting on it, that 
it simply has to continue as it is. 

What started out as a benevolent 
system, meant to be the servant 
of the community, has become 
the master. 

It's bigger than anything else in 
Australia, consuming 27$ of all 
the money the Commonwealth 
has to spend each year. It's more 
powerful than the Treasury, which 
has no ability to control it. It is 
mightier than either political par¬ 
ty, and neither the Llberal-NCP 
coalition nor Labor can change it 
much. There is no alternative: it 
will just keep getting gradually 
bigger unless some national or 
world catastrophe eventually brings 
it crashing down. 

Here are excerpts from the inter¬ 
view. 

QUESTION: Can you describe the 
Australian social benefits system 
in general - not the specific bene¬ 
fits it pays, but the objectives of 
the system, and whether it seems 
to be working well, or whether 
there are weaknesses that need at¬ 
tention? 

Sen. Guilfoyle: "... I think probably 
we need to go back a bit to the 
beginning and look at the social 
welfare system that has developed 
in Australia. 

"It has been one that has been de¬ 
veloping progressively, since federa¬ 
tion. 

’’It's fair to say that with the long 
period of government that my Party 
had during the 1950s and 1960s that 



SEN. MARGARET GUILFOYLE 
Minister for Social Services 


much of the present system was de¬ 
veloped during that time. 

"The short three-year period of 
Labor Party government in the 70s 
made some changes but didn't sub¬ 
stantially change the system that 
had been developed. 

"I think it would probably be 
practical to say - whether it’s philo¬ 
sophical or not - that no great 
changes could be made to the sys¬ 
tem by a change of government 
at present and that's because of the 
burden of the present system. If 
we were to substantially change 
the system that has now develop¬ 
ed, we would find that we were in¬ 
terfering with a system on which 
2 million people depend. 

"The pensioners and beneficiar¬ 
ies paid through my department 
number something close to 2 mill¬ 
ion. There are another 2 million 
families who receive family allow - 
ances from the government. 

"In those terms, you are touch¬ 
ing almost every family in Australia 
in some way. through the system. 

”... Where you have a commun¬ 
ity that's arranging it s affairs to 
depend on this system to the degree 
that Australians are, it would be 
very difficult to change it. 

"Our system is a non-contributory 
scheme. It's paid out of general 
revenue. There is no contributory 
scheme for, say, superannuation 
for retirement; there is no contribu¬ 
tory scheme, say, for insurance for 
unemployment; therefore, the pay¬ 
ments we make are not related to 
a person's contribution throughout 
his working lifetime - they are 
simply from the general revenue 
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of government. 

"It’s probably noteworthy to say 
that about 27^ of the budget is 
spent by the Department of Social 
Security - - in this year it's some¬ 
thing around $6 billion. 

"So, in many terms of signifi¬ 
cance, the system itself is one 
that's been developed, people 
are arranging their affairs 
through it. and I can't see any real 
changes to it unless we were at 
sane time to introduce a contribu¬ 
tory national superannuation scheme 
or we were to look at contri butory 
schemes or unemployment insurance 
that maybe more income related...” 


THE “HENDERSON REPORT" is a 
landmark in Australia’s thinking 
about poverty, hardship and social 
welfare schemes. 

Prof. Ronald Henderson of Mel¬ 
bourne was chairman of the Com¬ 
monwealth Commission of Inquiry 
into poverty set up by the McMahon 
Government. The Commission pre¬ 
sented its first main report in April, 
1975, and has since produced sub¬ 
sidiary repats on a wide range of 
particular topics. 

The Henderson Report analysed 
immense masses of data to get a 
picture of poverty and its causes 
in Australia. It laid down some 
fundamental principles, made over 
100 recommendations, and proposed 
certain directions of improvement 
that may take yean to achieve. 

Sen. Margaret Guilfoyle, Minister 
fa Social Services, told The News 
last month that the Henderson Report 
is essential in government planning. 
"We have it under close study all 
the time, " she said, "and use it as a 
basic document. ” 

Because Norfolk Island conditions 
are quite different from those on the 
mainland, which were studied by 
the Commission, the specific recom¬ 
mendations of the report were not 
aimed at the Island. But some of 
the report's fundamental principles 
and objectives appear to be particul¬ 
arly applicable to Norfolk, and to 
provide good guidelines for thinking 
about social benefit systems here. 

"Need, and degree of need, 
should be the primary test by which 
the help given to a person, group 
or community should be determined, " 
says the report. 

It says that "Poverty is not just a 
personal attribute; it arises out of 


Question: One of the first com¬ 
ments the "Henderson Report" has 
to make about poverty is that it 
arises out of the way society is or¬ 
ganised. That's an interesting point 
for Norfolk Island because society 
is organised differently here from 
some other places. Does it seem 
a correct comment to you? 

Sen. Guilfoyle; "1 think that you 
have to see society as it is and not 
as you may like to find it, and it 
is true that there are pockets of 
poverty in Australia and there are 
cycles of poverty from one genera¬ 
tion to another. 

"The Henderson Inquiry is an ex- 


the organisation of society." 

Australia's existing systems for help¬ 
ing people in need are extensive, but 
the report criticises them sharply. 
"Discrepancies in provision of both 
income support and of services are 
outrageous, ” it says, later adding 
that "The structure of welfare ser¬ 
vices gives assistance to many 
people who need it but, as a whole, 
it is not effective in relieving pov¬ 
erty and deprivation." 

"Very large sums are being spent 
by governments on the pretext that 
they are helping poor people, " says 
the report, "when in fact the great 
bulk of the money goes to the middle 
class and poor people get little. 

There must be continuous impartial 
scrutiny of these programs..." 

Family, friends and the local 
community are the best source of 
help for people in need, the repat 
emphasises. "It is important to re¬ 
member that the organised welfare 
structure, statutory and voluntary, 
is really only a small supplement to 
the much bigger informal structure 
of families, friends and neighbors 
helping and advising each other. 

"It is when the informal structure 
cannot cope, or does not reach an 
individual, that the formal struc¬ 
ture is most needed... to attempt 
to substitute formal services for 
informal ones is a waste of scarce 
resources. 

"By building formal services on 
to the existing informal structure 
we are much more likely to achieve 
what people want and will use, 
whereas if we build a famal struc¬ 
ture from the top downwards we are 
more likely to achieve what plann¬ 
ers think people ought to want, 
which may be very different." 


tensive inquiry into this matter -- 
it was set up by the McMahon gov¬ 
ernment and is still finally present¬ 
ing reports to government. 

"Some of the other reports, other 
than die Henderson one, which re¬ 
late to education and to health 
and medical needs, show that pov¬ 
erty can arise fron lack of educa¬ 
tion and lack of training and skills 
and so you find the person in die 
lowest income area is die person 
most likely to find employment 
difficulties; he's most likely to 
be the one unable to give educa¬ 
tional opportunities to his child¬ 
ren and- so you find that cycle of 
poverty. 

"It also showed that there was 
quite significant poverty in rural * 
areas. The low farm income that 
has been coming in over a period 
of years means that people living 
in rubai areas were less able to 
avoid poverty in the sense of pro¬ 
viding education and training 
and adequate medical cover for 
their children. 

"I think Henderson measured 
that 11 a 12 "h of the Australian 
people could be regarded as below 
the poverty line that he established. 

"What we have been able to show 
is that with our pensions and bene¬ 
fits that mae of the people receiv¬ 
ing pensions and benefits are above 
the povert y line. There will still 
be some below the poverty line. 

" Poverty itself is something that 
within the present society- does ex¬ 
ist, and it's probably a challenge 
to the whole of society > not only 
to government - to try to give 
suppat in the systems that is re¬ 
quired. 

"people are depending 
■ore and nre..." 

"There are people who argue 
that people should be better able 
to manage their own affairs than 
they seem to be in present day so- 
ciety. 

"I think it would be accepted 
that they are depending more and 
mae upon government. 

"The fact that 2 million people 
receive their incomes from govern¬ 
ment does show a significant depen¬ 
dence on government -- they have 
now established that system and 
that's the system under which they 
live. 

"The other thing that Henderson 
said that is important is that at a 
time of distress a immediate need; 
it is the family that should be die 
most ready source of help. 

"I think this is still so - that fam- 


WHAT WOULD PROFESSOR HENDERSON THINK 
ABOUT NORFOLK ISLAND'S SYSTEM OF CARE? 
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ilies do give support to one another 
but it could also be said that social 
changes have shown that families 
are not always two parent families - 
there’s definitely not many-genera- 
tion family structures in city life 
that might have been the pattern 
even a generation ago. 

"And so you find that whilst 
Henderson has said die first assist¬ 
ance and the greatest resource 
should be in the family itself, he 
then sets out to find a system that 
would expect the government to 
find resources to meet die needs 
of every category of person. ” 
Question: Some people feel that 
generally people ought to look after 
themselves and their neighbors as 
much as possible. Others seem to 
feel that the whole job ought to be 
turned over to the government. Is 
the Australian idea gradually lean¬ 
ing more to having central gov¬ 
ernment do it? 

Sen. Guilfoyle: "... We give a 
great deal of support to voluntary 
organisations. We work closely 
with voluntary agencies in the ser¬ 
vices given to aged people and 
in particular die services given to 
handicapped people. 

"We give capital subsidies and 
current expenditure subsidies to a 
wide range of voluntary organisa¬ 
tions under our Social Services Act 
and under our Charitable and Hindi- 
capped Persons Assistance Act. 

"I think that in Australia we 
have found that that network of 
services is a very satisfactory way 
in which to deliver services to 
people. 

"Henderson, I think, recognises 
this too, although he would see 
that the government department 
ought to be more directly involved 
in emergency assistance. We see 
emergency assistance as being able 
to be delivered through voluntary 
agencies; in fact we think that 
they are more responsive to urgent 
needs such as bush fires, massive 
unemployment through a great 
strike or something of that sort, 
so we are developing means of 
emergency funding through volun¬ 
tary agencies. I think Henderson's 
recommendations see the govern¬ 
ment itself as having its own de¬ 
partment operating in that way. 

"There is a way, I think, of 
working to get the best of both 
worlds in it, but we would not see 
ihat voluntary agencies would be 
eliminated in dealing directly 
with cases of immediate distress. 

"The sort of thing that Hender¬ 
son envisages is a system where 


■ community groups give support to 
the government in terms of funding. 
Now, as I've said, we give a lot 
of support to voluntary agencies 
in salary subsidies and so on, and 
whether this will be able to be fur¬ 
ther developed or not remains on 
the level of funding that we can 
provide. 

get the volunteer 
spirit working 

“It is a desirable way of getting 
the volunteer spirit working and 
getting perhaps greater return for 
every government dollar that is 
able to be spent on welfare matters. 

"So I think we are in accord 
with Henderson in this, although in 
tome cases he may see more direct 
government Involvement .and we 
would see further development in 
voluntary agencies IA time. " 

Question: What can people on Nor¬ 
folk do to learn more about what 
makes for a good social welfare 
system? Are there books or publi¬ 
cations we ought to be studying? 

Sen. Guilfoyle: "... Literature on 
the social security system in Aust¬ 
ralia I think is being developed a 
little more, but I don’t feel there’s 
a mood at present that wishes to dis¬ 
cuss the system objectively. There 
is no mood in Australia to change 
the system and I think you’d find it 
very difficult to get a discussion on 
what could be other possibilities for 
a social security system. 

"There is the greatest resistance 
to change. It is so easy to have ad¬ 
verse criticism of any move that 
might be made to change in any way 
a benefit that might have lost its val¬ 
idity or its benefit, and, to me, it's 
not easy to have objective discussion 
on a social security system. 

"Any change means adding to it 
rather than reconstructing it, and 
for this reason, the literature is not 
one dial's suggested any change to 
it or giving it much objective analy¬ 
sis - it's rather just an explanation of 
it and always seeking an extension of 
any pension or benefit to a wider cate¬ 
gory or with less stringent terms of 
eligibility. 

"1 would think that for anyone on 
this Island to need to know about 
they'd first need to know what the 
categories of benefit are, and there is 
quite a goodly list of pamphlets and 
things that describe die eligibility of 
that. 

"When you reach into other things 
like assistance for handicapped people 
and so on, there are very interesting 


articles that are written on those - 
things." 

Question: I was really reaching for 
something dealing with die basic 
theory of a welfare system - what 
the real objective of it all should 
be. 

Sen. Guilfoyle: "The objective of 
the system, of course', is an income 
security level below which no-one 
can involuntary fall if be is in a 
particular group - a category of 
age or need or handicap or what¬ 
ever. There is an income security 
for that person who is unable to 
overcome his own circumstances. 

"Now. if any country is consider¬ 
ing its social security system it 
needs to look at what responsibility 
the citizens of that country are pre¬ 
pared to accept on behalf of others. 

"In Australia, as I said, we have 
developed'a system where the people 
have accepted the responsibility for 
the aged and others in a category of 
need to the extent I've mentioned. 

I think it's a recognition of the need 
that is there and die preparedness of 
a community - either through govern¬ 
ment or some other system diat’s es¬ 
tablished - to meet the needs of 
others. 

"Our system is similar, I think, to 
most other countries in the way it 
does meet the need, although we 
may arrive at it differently through 
a non-contributory scheme. 

"In mdsm-day 
society, people look 
to govemaent..." 

"As far as understanding the philo¬ 
sophy behind it, it is simply that in 
modern-day society people look to 
government for services. They may 
be a whole range of services such as 
communication services, health 
services, education services, services 
of security of Income, and people 
have demanded from government 
that these services be at a certain 
standard. 

"Now, whether communities are 
always prepared to pay out for the 
services they demand is probably 
the essence of government -finding 
the resources to do the things that 
people regard as priorities - and in 
Australia the social security system 
has been demanded from govern¬ 
ment in a way that does give this 
income security for those people 
in those categories. 

T think it is a demand from 
people that die system be one that 
is accessible to all and that gives a 
service in ways in which people re¬ 
quite it. " ,--■■■■• 
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BENEFITS - KEY TO THE NIMMO REPORT 


firm view that receipt of these 
benefits must carry with it a red - 
procal obligation to contribute to¬ 
ward the cost incurred by the Com¬ 
monwealth, by payment of the same 
taxes and other imposts as are paid 
by other Australians in comparable 
circumstances. It is recommended 
accordingly." 

and therefore, 
"representation" 

This recommendation leads inevit- 


THE NIMMO REPORT - presented to 
Parliament in 1976 as a proposal for 
Norfolk Island's future form of gov¬ 
ernment - has over 400 pages, over 
100, 000 words, and made 74 differ¬ 
ent recommendations covering every¬ 
thing from a giant jet airport to gett¬ 
ing newspapers to the Island from 
Australia each day. 

But the key to die report is in just 
ten sentences. 

They recommend that Norfolk's 
121-year status as a colony with its 
own laws should be ended, and the 
Island should be annexed into Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The ten sentences begin with the 
Australian system of social welfare 
benefits. 

Here are the first three of them: 

Page 174: ‘It is necessary before 
proceeding further to restate 
that the recent decision in the 
Berwi c k Case removes any doubt 
that Norfolk Island is part of 
Australia. From that fact, it 
clearly follows that residents of 
Norfolk Island should prim a 
facie b e entitled, as of right, 
to the same benefits from the 
Commonwealth Government as 
other Australian residents re¬ 
ceive. Thus, the Commission 
recommends that all social se¬ 
curity, all pension and all medi¬ 
cal, hospital and other health 
benefits dispensed by the Com - 
monwealth Government be ex¬ 
tended to residents of Norfolk 
Island." 

Nl different from 
other territories 

The Berwick case said that Nor¬ 
folk, the Cocos Islands and Christmas 
Island are all "part of the Common¬ 
wealth". Commissioner Nimmo did 
not propose that the residents of Co¬ 
cos or Christmas should be entitled 
to benefits. He said that the Cocos 
were not as advanced as Norfolk, 
and Christmas was occupied mainly 
for extracting phosphate rock, and 
that there was justification for spe¬ 
cial treatment In those two cases. 

But in Norfolk's case he concluded 
that die Berwick decision required 
Australian benefits to be paid. 

This conclusion leads to the next 
two key sentences of the report; 

Page 175: "Turning now to the 
aspect of financing the social se¬ 
curity and other benefits mention¬ 
ed above, it is the Commission's 


ably to the next four key sentences; 
Page 180; "Finally, since the 
Commission's recommendations 
include taxation of Island residents, 
it is appropriate to draw attention 
to the need for citizens of Norfolk 
Island to be given representation 
in the Commonwealth Parliament 
just as residents in mainland Terri¬ 
tories are represented. Norfolk 
Island residents are entitled to 
such representation and the need 
for this to be introduced will be 
even stronger should the Report's 
recommendations on taxation be 
adopted. It he*5*long been an 
accepted principle in civilised so¬ 
cieties that there be no taxation 
without representation. " And on 
the next page, "... the Commi¬ 
ssion feels that it would be proper 
to include Norfolk Island in the 
other (smaller) electorate within 
the Australian Capital Territory, 
viz. Canberra." 

The last of the ten key sentences 
returns to the Be rwick case again, 
and completes~tfie plan for annexing 
Norfolk. 

It recommends, on page 324, 

"That in order to give effect to 
the implications of the decision 
in the Berwick Case that S. 14 
of the Norfolk Island Act 1967 - 
1963 be amended to provide for 
all Commonwealth legislation, 
past or future, affecting Aust¬ 
ralia generally to be henceforth 
applicable to Norfolk Island un¬ 
less the contrary is expressly 
stated." 

need not examined 

Commissioner Nimmo did not find 
that Australian social welfare benefits 
were needed on Norfolk. In fact he 
found that Island residents believed 
there was "little or no hardship". 

He did not determine whether the 


Australian system would be helpful 
or harmful to Norfolk as a commun¬ 
ity, but relied on assumptions without 
examining then. "It was the Com¬ 
mission's impression." he said, that 
Australian old-age benefits would 
make elderly people on Norfolk happ¬ 
ier. "It is believed, " he said, that 
Australian health and education bene¬ 
fits would improve services on Nor¬ 
folk. He noted that no serious in¬ 
dustrial accidents had been mention¬ 
ed in evidence, but said that the 
question of introducing Australian 
workers compensation system to Nor¬ 
folk "is more easily answered" be¬ 
cause "there is always the possibil¬ 
ity" that accidents might occur. 

In general, he asserted that the 
Australian system of benefits would 
bring "admittedly significant im¬ 
provements", but offered no evidence 
that they would in fact be improve¬ 
ments, and did not say who had ad¬ 
mitted that they would be. 

Commissioner Nimmo proposed 
the Australian benefits system for 
Norfolk not because it would help 
the people of the Island, but be¬ 
cause of the Berwick decision. 

He was then led inescapably to 
recommending that Norfolk be 
annexed and integrated fully into 
Australia. 

The question of social welfare 
benefits is therefore the foundation 
of the Nimmo recommendations. 

sajorlty want to 
stay with Nl systea 

Would the Australian system bring 
improvement to the Island, as Com¬ 
missioner Nimmo assumed? Norfolk's 
Councillors say it would damage Nor¬ 
folk, and a majority of electors have 
saj^i they prefer to retain the Island's 
existing system. 

Does the Berwick decision require 
the Commonwealth to bring Norfolk 
into the Australian system, as the 
Nimmo report assumed? Or could 
Parliament allow Norfolk to have its 
own separate political system, and 
control of its own financial affairs, 
as Mason, J., says in his Berwick 
case judgment? 

The Norfolk Island Council has 
done its best to get the Commonwealth 
to study such questions, and get prop¬ 
erly thought-through answers to them. 

But so far there is no sign that the 
Commonwealth has really thought 
about them. 
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TEXT OF ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

PLAN SUBMITTED BY NEW ZEAL- 

AND INSURANCE CO. -continued 

of weekly compensation. 

The Norfolk Island Accident 
Compensation Scheme further pro¬ 
vides at no additional cost world¬ 
wide accident protection to any 
permitted resident who travels out¬ 
side Norfolk Island on bona fide 
business. 

The medical and hospitalisation 
expenses necessarily incurred as a 
consequence of an accident occurr¬ 
ing worldwide also apply up to the 
maximum benefit taken under Ex¬ 
tension II. 

It must be noted however that 
the medical and hospitalisation 
benefits for illness do not apply 
outside die territory of Norfolk Island, 
Australia or New Zealand. 

The legislation should further pro¬ 
vide that should a student between 
the ages of 16 years and 21 years of 
age not desire to be involved in 
this scheme then that person must 
obtain a certificate of exemption 
from the Administration. 

Furthermore, it must be realised 
that there would be no weekly bene¬ 
fits available for that person. 

However, he or she would come 
under the scheme of participation 
with the capital and schedule bene¬ 
fits for serious disabling accidents. 

The capital and schedule benefits 
are applicable to a student only 
whilst resident on Norfolk Island. 

Should the student require protec¬ 
tion outside Norfolk Island then he 
or she should make alternative 
arrangements for the correct and 
adequate protection whilst in an¬ 
other country. 

This can be arranged independent¬ 
ly* 

The Accident Compensation 
Scheme would operate under the 
form of certificates and the master 
policy would be deposited with die 
Secretary of the Norfolk Island Ad¬ 
ministration. 

Any person who desired to obtain 
further particulars regarding the 
policy may do so at their leisure. 

. Each person will be Issued with 
a certificate which must be kept 
valid on a six monthly or yearly ba- 


As we desire to keep this scheme 
as simple as possible and in particu 
lar for the Administration Office, 
we will arrange to transfer our Nor¬ 
folk Island District Manager to the 
Island and he will administer the 
scheme and arrange collection of 
premiums and confirmation of any 


Questions from Cr. Bennett 


DURING COUNCIL'S discussion erf 
the new N.Z. U scheme. Cr. Geoff 
Bennett made die following points; 

"As to whether Australia will accept 
our scheme as taking the place of 
Australia’s workers compensadon 
scheme is an answer that this Coun¬ 
cil should seek with great haste be¬ 
cause if the answer is in the negat¬ 
ive the Norfolk Island scheme, to 
a large degree, duplicates. 

"... I would turn now to page 7 
to the definition of an accident where 
it says... "Bodily injury caused sole¬ 
ly and dlrecdy by violent, accident¬ 
al, external and visible means and 
resulting solely and directly and in¬ 
dependently of any other cause." 

"Sir, I believe that this definidon 
will have to be expanded somewhat, 
or made more explicit as in its 
present form it would appear to have 
the following flaws; 

"(a) The means that caused the 
accident must be violent. If you 
slip on a banana skin, is the banana 
skin the cause? The banana skin is 
certainly not violent. 

"More to Ate practical point, the 
lifting of a heavy weight slowly and 
seriously injuring die back is the re¬ 
sult of the weight being too heavy and 


would not appear to be violent. 

"(b) The means must also be 
visible. Electricity is not visible, 
neither is carbon monoxide or x-rays. 

"(c) The final words in the defini¬ 
tion simply do not make sense, and 
I quote them - "resulting solely and 
directly and independently of any 
other cause". 

"An accident cannot result ‘solely* - 
this statement therefore has no mean¬ 
ing. An accident cannot result ‘sole¬ 
ly of any other cause 1 or*directly of 
any other cause,' but, unless die acci¬ 
dent meets those meaningless require¬ 
ments, it is not an accident for the 
purposes of the scheme.*.. 

"A definition that contains sense¬ 
less words is not an acceptable defini¬ 
tion on a matter of such Importance 
as this whole subject. Therefore, I 
would suggest that this Council draw 
the attention of New Zealand Insurance 
Company quite quickly to this matter 
and ask for a more clearly defined 
definition. 

"... In conclusion I would say that, 
despite all the comments I've just 
made, the scheme is basically a 
good one with apparent good inten¬ 
tions and designed to fit a need in 
the community." 


claims that may arise. 

Our Distiict Manager would be 
completely independent and would 
be available to advise on any tech¬ 
nical information that may be re¬ 
quired. 

As advised earlier in this report, 
the protection under this scheme 
is continuous 24 hours a day and 
therefore would also include any 
injuries sustained as a result of a 
motor vehicle accident. 

It is therefore necessary fora 
premium to be paid under the mo¬ 
tor vehicle registration, and the 
premiums applicable are as follows; - 
Per 



Vehicle 

Private motor vehicles 

*12 p. a. 

Rental vehicles 

$16 p.a. 

Commercial vehicles, 


earth moving equip¬ 


ment and govern¬ 


ment 

$15 p. a. 

Motor cycles 

$15 p.a. 

These premiums are ti 

o be collect- 


ed at the time of payment when the 
vehicles are registered at 31 March 
each year. 

We anticipate that $10,000 capi¬ 
tal benefits is generally adequate 


for die majority of the people in 
Norfolk Island, bearing in mind 
the premium, as we have kept tills 
to a minimum and a realistic fig¬ 
ure. 

Your scheme further provides 
tiie voluntary extensions whereby 
those so desiring can boost the week¬ 
ly benefits to a compensation suit¬ 
able for their requirements. 

It should be noted that there are 
no benefits available under this 
scheme for tourists. 

The scheme applies only to per¬ 
manent residents on the Island. 

Tourists generally hold their own 
tr avel and personal accident ticket 
policies, therefore, weekly benefits 
are not payable to tourists. 

The deletion of these weekly bene¬ 
fits naturally also assist in keeping 
tiie premiums to a minimum and 
residents of Norfolk Island are not 
financially affected. 

However, the scheme automati¬ 
cally provides a form of capital 
and schedule benefits for a tourist 
should be be injured in, for example, 
a motor accident. 

It is anticipated that this report 
provides sufficient information for 
the Council to make a decision. 
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Norfolk 


MAGGI & JOHN MORE, Americans 
from Colorado, have moved into the 
Norfolk community with gentleness. 
But don't mistake the gentleness for 
weakness, there's power for construct¬ 
ive help to the community at work be¬ 
hind their engaging smiles. They 
have both, since moving here in 
1976, already pulled their weight on 
Norfolk Island. 

Maggi met John in 1967 at the Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado, where they were 
both studying. Maggi had deferred 
going to University until she was 34 
and while there met John who was 
doing advertising extension courses. 

They came out to Norfolk Island 
from the United States in December 
1968 for the first time. John had 
seen the article about Norfolk pub¬ 
lished in the National Geographic 
Magazine in October, 1960, and 
was lured 12,000 miles to see this 
island in the Pacific for himself. 

As is often the case here it was love 
at first sight. They bought a lovely 
piece of land on Stockyard Road - 
16 acres - which includes the wonder¬ 
ful Stockyard Creek running through 
it. 

Maggi has always loved the out¬ 
doors and especially the mountains. 
She grew up among them. Born in 
Salt Lake City, Utah, the stamping 
ground of the Mormons (Maggi was 
one when she was a young girl), she 
learned to ski well enough so that 
she was on the ski patrol in the Rocky 
Mountains and taught the sport as 
well. Her father was a surveyor, 
and she moved with her family all 
over the South and West. She lived 
in a lot of "funny little towns”, she 
says, and remembers moving eight 
times in one year. "It was hard to 


SO YET ANOTHER holiday season 
has cone and gone and all those young 
Norfolkers and their school or work 
mates return again to the mainland. 

It is a joy to be at our airport as they 
all start arriving home to their loved 
island to spend Christmas at heme 
with their families. If anyone has 
doubts about family togetherness, 
or that the younger generation have 
no longer strong ties with their elders, 
then, that doubtful one should spend 



.ram lasting friendships as 1 never 
had a base as I was growing up. n 

At University she majored in 
English, took a degree in educa¬ 
tion, and got a teaching certifi¬ 
cate. While at Uni. she worked 
any hour of die day or night at all 
sorts of jobs, including one as a 
cocktail waitress and another as a 
sort of a girl Friday in a film pro¬ 
cessing studio. 

John brought her to Norfolk on 
his exploratory trip in '68 and she 
then went back to Colorado to take 
her degree. She taught high school 
in Denver and then Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado, 170 miles away 
over the Continental Divide. 

Longing to move to Norfolk and 
with their beautiful property such 
an enticement, the Mores came 
here in 1974, having packed up their 
possessions and burned a few bridges 
in the U. S. They stayed two 
months then but were unable to move 
here because of the freeze on immi¬ 
gration. So they went to Australia. 

In Australia they helped farm an 
oyster farm and Maggi was a resource 
assistant at a school in Narooma. 

They also took advantage of this time 
to see as much of Australia as they 
coul4 mostly camping out. 

Buying the aluminium window and 
doer business in Middlegate made it 
possible for them to fulfill their shared 
dream of living here and in 1976 they 
settled on Norfolk. They have been 
working, probably harder than ever 

among the joyous greet- 

gs of young and old at the airport 
in mid-December! 

I do believe the Christmas spirit 
arrives here per airplane. I saw one 
stalwart son of Norfolk and his wife 
make their way to the rail to greet 
their folk, too impatient to wait un¬ 
til they had passed through customs. 

He stooped and picked some of the 
"green, green grass of home", held 
it to his lips and sighed. Is this not 
the very spirit that makes Norfolk 
what it is? Long may this be the way. 
Our island home, calling the young to 
spend Christmas among their own in 
peace and goodwill. 


LIVING 

before, since their arrival. 

The Mores have built a lovely 
home, one of the most striking on 
the island, and have done a great 
deal of it themselves. Maggi did all 
of the interior painting and John has 
done much of the carpentry. He is 
currently laying parquet floors which 
are exquisite and most unusually done 
with end cuts of Norfolk pine. Their 
home is filled with interesting Ameri¬ 
can antiques and quite stunning paint¬ 
ings. John and Maggi each have a 
. work room/study of their own. Com¬ 
menting on their equal status, John 
describes them as "King and Co-King" 
in their relationship. 

The Mores hope to develop their 
property to the point where they can 
be practically self-sufficient. Already 
they have put in a citrus orchard (which 
they hope to expand) and a great many 
bananas. They use a slow-combustion 
stove for cooking and hot water, organ¬ 
ising their showering times to corres¬ 
pond with hot water supplies. 

One of Maggi 1 s consuming interests 
at the moment is woodworking. She 
has learned how to use a lathe, taking 
instruction from Barry Ledsam at Nor¬ 
folk's Central School. She has produced 
lovely candlesticks, a handsome bowl 
for fruit, and an elegant dinner plate. 
She wanted a lathe for Christmas but 
Santa couldn't fit one in his bag. She 
is still planning to get one and she 
and John will shop for one on their 
trip to New Zealand in March. 

They are planning to take a four 
day "walk" starting from Queenstown 
in the South Island. The "Routeburn 
Walk" is an organised walk with huts 
erected for sleeping and eating at the 
end of each day's hike. Sounds like 
an adventurous thing to do. 

Maggi broadcasts on VL2NI on its 
jazz programme once a month and 
is on the Saturday night roster. She 
and John both like jazz and have an 
extensive collection of records. 

Maggi did casual teaching at the 
school last year as well as remedial 
reading work with students. She 
would like to do more in the future. 

At present, she is working as a secre¬ 
tary at McIntyres' in the mornings 
while John is busy putting the finish¬ 
ing touches to their home. 

Norfolk is lucky to have such inno¬ 
vative, energetic people, and the 
Mores feel lucky too. "We just love 
it, " Maggi said, "we love the casual 
life and die acceptance of each per¬ 
son as he or she is." 
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»BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
ALTHOUGH WINERIES have in re¬ 
cent years been, like other indus¬ 
tries, the object of takeovers by 
larger vignerons as well as sundry 
firms with no real connection with 
wine, in most instances the new 
owners have not interfered with 
the winemakers. This wise policy 
has allowed them to go on making 
wines in the style of the pioneer 
families who played such an im¬ 
portant part in establishing Aust¬ 
ralian wines of quality. 

One of the these early families 
was Sobels who migrated from 
Germany in 1847 and made a name 
for themselves in the Barossa Vall¬ 
ey. Their son Carl and his wife 
moved to Watervale in the Clare 
district where he became wine¬ 
maker at the Springvale winery 
which he later bought in partner¬ 
ship with Hermann Burlng and 
changed the name to the German 
equivalent, "Quelltaler." 

By sheer hard work they im¬ 
proved the vineyard and the wine 
and deservedly prospered, (Herr 
and Frau Sobels also found time 
to raise » family of 13). 

One of the unusual features of 
Quelltaler is its fermenting vats 
made of large sheets of local slate 
some 3” thick and these no doubt 
contribute to the distinctive qual¬ 
ity of the wine. 

The Bond has recently increased 
its range of these wines and I have 
enjoyed tasting them. 

The Moselle impressed me most 
favourably with its not too sweet 
fruit right across the palate. It is 
made from a somewhat unusual 
blend of Pedro Ximinez and Treb- 
biano and at $2.15 deserves to es¬ 
tablish itself in our market. 

The Rhine Reisling is still very 
young and has, to'me, a hard acid 
finish which some more bottle age 
should correct. Price $2.30. 

The 1975 White Burgundy is 
made from Semilion and has been 
given enough time to develop correct 
style. At $2.35 it compares more 
than favourably with most stock 
wines in this class. 

Now that we no longer see some 
of the excellent Barossa reds in the 
Bond I have turned to Quelltaler’s 
San Carlo claret as my standard red. 

A blend of Shiraz and Grenache from 
Watervale and McLaren Vale it is a 
distinctive wine which, for a 1972 
vintage, is more than good value at 


$ 2 . 20 . 

Finally, I tried the 1971 Private Bin 
Semilion, a limited edition White 
Burgundy style which reflects the 
winemaker's art. Such wines are 
neither plentiful nor cheap ($3.35) 
but when you feel in the moo(l for 
something a little special 1 would 
recommend this one. It could go 
on improving for another several 
years but has already had a long 
time in the bottle for a white so I 
suggest you give it a go. Breathing 
time - half an hour would not be 
too much. 



CHICKEN ALWAYS seems popular 
with all the family. Here are a 
couple of rather different ways of 
preparing it. 

CHICKEN EN PAPILLDTE 
booking time - 40 minutes 
For four servings you will need: 

2 hard boiled eggs 
li oz. fresh breadcrumbs 
1 small clove garlic 
i teaspoon salt, pinch pepper 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 
H oz. melted butter 
4 joints of frying chicken 
Chop the eggs finely and mix with 
breadcrumbs, garlic crushed with a 
little salt, seasoning, parsley and 
melted butter. 

Pat each chicken joint with this mix¬ 
ture and wrap in a piece of foil. 

Bake in hot oven for 30 minutes. 
Remove to the grill, open the foil 
and grill until golden brown. 

If you have a blender, it is easier 
to put your mixture trbough rather 
than chop everything individually. 

CHICKEN IN APRICOT NECTAR 

To serve 4. 

Four pieces of frying chicken 
1 pkt. french onion soup 
1 cup apricot nectar or a little 
more if you wish 

Pat dry your chicken, sprinkle with 
onion soup (dry) and pour nectar over 
everything. Bake covered 30 min¬ 
utes. Thicken gravy if necessary 
with a little cornflour. 



EW 


HAVING JUST LOST a favourite car¬ 
nation plant which has a blight known 
as Alternaria - Dlanthl (common 
name being Dianthus rust), I thought 
perhaps a word or two about blights 
etc. and their detection and what 
to do about caring or preventing 
their spread to unaffected plants 
might be a good subject for this 
month's garden chat. 

The continued humid conditions we 
are experiencing are very favourable 
to a lot of fungus and insect attacks 
on some plants. 

1 start with cacti - 

Rotting of underground parts is 
caused by a.fungi; leaf spotting and 
top rotting caused by bacteria are 
commonest of trouble with these. Do 
not water cacti at all during this foggy 
weather and at all times water sparing¬ 
ly - never soak. This is the cause of 
both troubles, and the careful water¬ 
ing at all times will control both. 

Carnations - for rust use Delon or 
Zineb; before spraying, remove all 
infected leaves. If the plant sudden¬ 
ly dies off at ground level, it would 
most likely be wilt which is a fungi - 
this is easily confirmed if the rooting 
system has fungus threads to which 
particles ..of soil cling. There are 
two species of fungus - one attacks 
in summer months, the other in win¬ 
ter (brown threads in warmer months 
and white in cooler months). There 
is no cure for either - remove and 
burn plants. Do not try to save any 
cuttings - it is not worth Infecting any 
other plants. 

Ferns - Grey mould on shoots may 
be due to leaf nematodes which too 
much water "encourages. F«*dol will 
control this and careful watering will 
prevent it. Browning or rotting of foli¬ 
age with ferns is mainly caused by 
chemical fertilizers - avoid these, if 
possible use very weak liquid manure 
or fish manures. If maiden hair 
ferns look shabby, try cutting these 
off then burn a few tissues on top of 
the plant - soak and keep a light 
cover over plant for a few days then 
just watch the new fronds appear. 
Remove cover as soon as fronds appear. 
This sounds drastic but it is only follow¬ 
ing nature's way. Have you ever seen 
the fern growth after a bushflre? Pot¬ 
ash of course! 

Perhaps a little more about common 
troubles next month. 

Don't forget to order roses and fruit 
trees for coming planting season. 
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WHAT CAN I TELL you about life 
here on Norfolk during January 1978? 
Much of the time has had to be 
spent indoors away from the most 
disappointing weather. The rain 
was most welcome tank and garden- 
wise but I think there were many 
mothers finding it very hard to keep 
their children occupied and out of 
mischief. 

the things we do for 
a record library 

Cyclone Bob upset die plans of the 
radio station staff as the venue of 
their outdoor concert had to be changed 
to Rawson Hall at the last minute. 

The concert was called "Things We 
Do For Love" and was organized by 
the Radio Station staff to raise funds 
for their record library. The Norfolk 
Island radio has certainly expanded 
since the days when Doll Sanders 
and then Lorraine Williams used to 
give a short news broadcast from the 
Administration building. I remember 
the mad scrambles there used to be to 
have all the news items ready to go 
on the air at 10 a. m. Now the radio 
station broadcasts from 7 a.m. to 
10.30 p.m. each day except Sunday 
and the variety of the programmes is 
tremendous - something for everyone. 
Actually one can guess the announcer 
for a particular morning by the type 
of music which is being played: 

(Must confess that now and again I 
have to turn it off in die morning - 
-the music just doesn't help one’s 
nerves when there are children fight¬ 
ing about their school clothes, bus 
time is only about ten minutes away 
and a baby is crying to be fed all at 
the same time:) 

late-coners had to 
sit on the floor 

Outdoors the concert would have 
been really marvellous, although it 
was still tremendous taking into 
account the limitations of being in 
Rawson Hall. As was advertised on 
the radio, the staff hoped everyone 


would join in the "party". The hall 
was set up cabaret-style with tables 
and chairs. When the seats ran out 
cushions and rugs were brought out 
of vehicles and the late-comers made 
themselves comfortable on die floor. 

children got closer 
and closer 

The children especially enjoyed the 
music - they crept closer and closer 
to the stage. Each announcer had 
his or her little bit to do - either an 
item or introducing another artist, 
but first of all each announcer ex¬ 
plained where he fitted in tp the 
VL2N1 team. Visiting artists were 
the "Aspects", a band from New Zea¬ 
land of which George and Dennis 
Smith's brother was a member. The 
band, with all its electronic equip¬ 
ment almost lifted die rafters off 
Rawson Hall. The sound was really 
great. Particularly enjoyable was 
Sylvia Ryves* "Swap Shop” song with 
the telephone man hovering in the 
background (unbeknown to Sylvia). 
Toon Buffett, backed by the local 
Lantana band, sang a modern song, 
then a country and western number. 
Lisle Snell introduced Shane McCoy 
to sing his (Lisle's) favourite type of 
music - rock and roll numbers.. 

The 1570 Allstars were introduced 
by Maggie More and they sang a 
medley of old favourites. It was a 
concert with something in it for every¬ 
one. Even Rowdy, from "Rowdy's 
Roundup”, the most unbiased sports 
commentator, made an appearance 
much to the delight of all the children 
who are very keen listeners to Kevin 
Williams' sports programme on a Mon¬ 
day night. Well done, VL2N1, for a 
terrific programme. It was obvious 
that Kathy LeCren and her crew have 
devoted a great deal of time and 
effort into "The Things We Do For 
Love", and the evenihg raised the 
grand sum of approximately $1,200. 

Descendants 1 picnic 
a fine success 

Another evening with a difference 
held during January was the Island Pic¬ 


nic organized by the Society of the 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers. 

Three hundred tickets had been 
sold in the few days before the event, 
and in kitchens all over die Island 
there was a flurry of activity cook¬ 
ing up pilhis, cakes, puddings and 
pies for that number of people. The 
sea was kind and provided marvel¬ 
ous fish, which was beautifully done 
at the big open-air barbecue. Suck¬ 
ing roast pig, roast chicken and a 
host of fresh salads and fruit were 
all arranged on one of die longest 
and most spectacular serving tables 
the Island has ever seen. 

Notices had said admission to the 
picnic would be by ticket only, but 
the word seemed to spread, and al¬ 
most 200 "unexpected guests" turn¬ 
ed up looking hungry and wondering 
if they could possibly join in. Some¬ 
how they were all looked after. 

One of the hundreds of visitors who 
had enjoyed a real Norfolk picnic 
was surprised when the organisers 
apologised at the end if there had 
not been enough food for all. Some¬ 
how, with local hospitality, gener¬ 
osity and an unbelievable amount 
of hard work, there couldn't have 
been anyone who left still feeling 
hungry! It was an excellent night, 
and I was pleased for future visitors 
that the Society has decided to do 
it all again in future. 

The end of January is a sad/happy 
time really. Many households feel 
quite empty and quiet as family and 
friends return to their homes in Aust¬ 
ralia or New Zealand. A number of 
young people have left to further 
their schooling on the mainland. I 
think even the younger children are 
now starting to look forward to next 
Wednesday when school starts again, 
and mothers are thinking of all the 
things they are going to do "after 
school goes back". 

Cheerio for now! 

CKsoL 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • W HOLESALERS ■ R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl E T E MARITIME CALEDON1ENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

| ©REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural Implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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The First Freedom 


IT IS A 2, 600-YEAR-OLD PRINCIPLE THAT THE COMMON 
PEOPLE, TO BE FREE, MUST BE GOVERNED BY THEIR OWN 
CONSENT. WILL AUSTRALIA ALLOW IT TO APPLY HERE? 

EDITORIAL ON PAGE 3 


Palm Seed industry at Risk 


A PALM-SEED WEEVIL HAS BEGUN ATTACKING LORD HOWE 
ISLAND’S PALMS. SOME HAVE BEEN FOUND HERE. THE 
ADMIN HAS SOUNDED A WARNING. PAGE 6 


Is Norfolk Free? 


CONTROVERSY HAS ARISEN ABOUT AN INTERNATIONAL 
SURVEY THAT CLASSIFIED NORFOLK AS ONLY PARTLY- 
FREE. TEXT FROM AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTS. PAGE 6 


Marijuana Here 


POLICE HAVE FOUND MARIJUANA PLANTED ON THE 
ISLAND. THEY SAY THEY CAN STOP IT UNLESS A 
"CODE OF SILENCE" BLOCKS THEM. PAGE 8 


New Export Market 


A WORLD-WIDE EXPERT SAYS NORFOLK HAS BIG EXPORT 
MARKETS WAITING FOR ITS DISEASE-FREE AVOCADOES 
IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. PAGE 9 


New Tax Loophole 


CHARTERED JETS HAVE BEEN BRINGING MELBOURNE TAX- 
DODGE EXPERTS HERE. A REVIVED TAX HAVEN WOULD BE 
BAD NEWS FOR NORFOLK. EDITORIAL ON PAGE 8 


plus: 


LOTS ON THE FIRST-DRAFT CONSTITUTION - REACTIONS, DEBATE. AND A 
QUESTION-SHEET THAT CLARIFIES MANY ISSUES ... MORE ON THE TAHITIAN 
ROOTS OF NORFOLK’S CULTURE ... A NEW "CURRENT SITUATION REPORT" TO 
BRING VISITORS AND OVERSEAS FRIENDS UP-TO-DATE ... "IN BOND" ... AND 
NEWS OF EVENTS AND PEOPLE IN "LETTER FROM HOME". 



TheBreviUe 



j sandwiches in 2 minutes 
. flat. Seals the edges and 
| cuts each sandwich in half. 
'Heats the filling right 
j through. 

' Also makes yummy egg 
snacks. 


TheBreviUe Blenders. 



TheBreviUe Dairy Bat 



The great Australian milk 
shake maker. Whips up 
delicious milk shakes at 
home, whenever you want 
them. Also great for mixing 
other drinks, even pancake 
batters. 

And a Breville Egg Flip is a 
super-easy, good-for-you 
drink you can make in a 
moment. 



The Breville Woffle Iron. The Breville Automatic Toaster. 




Double colour control lets 
you select the colour toast 
you want with any bread 
you enjoy. Reflective heat 
thermostat even lets you 
re-heat cold toast without 
burning. 




The Breville Super Steam 
and Spray Iron. 


| The wrinkle is dead 
I with the Breville Iron. 

: Continuous bursts of 
; Super Steam, at the touch 
; of a button, as often as 
| you want. Self cleaning 
' too, and see-through 
water tank you don't have 
to empty. 


THEBREVUlf 

KITCHEN WIZZ. 


When it comes to 
preparing food, the 
compact little Kitchen 
Wizz does it all. In just 
seconds. And with 
consummate ease. 

The Kitchen Wizz 
owes its outstanding 
performance to a 
powerful 575 watts 






I nte r national DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES: NISC • MAIL ORDERS WELOOME 



Editorial: why Norfolk island is only partly free 


WHEN NORFOLK ISLAND was classed recently by Freedom 
House of New York as being a territory where people are 
only partly free, there were some reactions of surprise and 
disbelief, on the Island and in Australia. 

At the February meeting of Council one Councillor 
spoke up for the bland's way of life as it is. He said that 
the people of Norfolk are extremely free and should count 
their blessings. 

A debate has been going on publicly for nearly three 
years about how Norfolk should be governed in the future. 

It appears that the Australian Government's views on the 
situation may soon be announced. 

As the debate may be entering its final phase it is im¬ 
portant that the issues be seen clearly. The freedom of 
the Island's residents is probably the most important issue 
of all. 

Norfolk has many blessings. Most people who live here 
have always been grateful for those bleaings, and they right¬ 
fully consider that they are among the most fortunate people 
on earth. They are free from many tensions and social ilb 
that affect people in Sydney, Auckland, New York and Lon¬ 
don. 

But freedom in the true sense of the word has little to do 
with the absence of problems, restrictions, obligations or 
"civilised" systems. 

There is only one basic freedom, and all other freedoms 
flow from It. That b the freedom of people in a society to 
say how they will be governed, through the consent of the 
majority. 

Freedom began developing in Athens 2,600 years ago. 

In the centuries since then many people have dedicated 
themselves, and many have died, to help develop and se¬ 
cure it. 

Freedom as it began in Athens has three simple princi¬ 
ples. First, the laws should be written for all to see, rath¬ 
er than being ideas in the mind of a ruler. Second, the 
people of a society should be governed with their consent 
rather than by compubion. Third, the power of govern¬ 
ment should be dispersed into many hands, rather than be¬ 
ing in the hands of a few. 

The Pitcairn race enjoyed all those principles for 100 
years, on Pitcairn and Norfolk. But they were set aside 
82 years ago and do not prevail on Norfolk Island today. 

The law of Norfolk Island, in several important areas, 
is not written. In such matters as immigration control, 
zoning and environmental control, and the Public Service 
Regulations, the law that b enforced is not written for all 
to see. Its exact terms exist only in the minds of a few 
who have authority, and it may vary with their moods. 


(Council recently objected that part of the printed Public 
Service Regulations was not being observed. The Admin¬ 
istrator seemed to feel he had justified tbb by saying, "the 
Minister b aware.") 

The people of the bland are not governed by their con¬ 
sent but by compubion. Laws and policies are made by 
persons who are in no way responsible to the people who 
live their lives here. 

The practical power of government b not dbpersed. It 
b in the hands of one Minbter who exercises it or delegates 
it as he thinks best. 

And so the people of Norfolk bland, while they are 
"free from" parking meters and land rates, do not have the 
three principles that are the basis of true freedom. 

The reason why Norfolk bland b not allowed full free¬ 
dom can be found in history. It b common in free coun¬ 
tries to withhold full freedom from people who are consid¬ 
ered to have special incapacities - children, the insane, 
aliens, bankrupts, convicted crimlnab and others. Up un¬ 
til 50 years or so ago it was considered that the people of 
Norfolk bland had the special incapacity that they were 
partly Polynesian. It was considered that they were not 
fit to govern themselves and needed to be administered by 
outside authorities. But now Australia has recognised that 
such thinking b outmoded - and that b why the debate a- 
bout a new form of government for the Island began. 

It b not yet clear whether the simple principles of true 
freedom will be respected in the establishment of our new 
form of government. Many on the bland fear, with reas¬ 
on, that a new government may be establbhed without the 
consent of the majority, through laws imposed by Austra¬ 
lia’s compubion. 

Our hope b that the men in Canberra who have power 
over Norfolk will want the new form of government to have 
the validity that can come only from majority consent. 

Our hope also b that those men will tense that Austra¬ 
lia's integrity b involved. It b clear that Australia would 
impose a new form of government, without consent only if 
Australia wanted something that It knew would not be vol¬ 
untarily accepted by the bland. Norfolk Island's good 
government and fair interests have been entrusted to Aus¬ 
tralia. If Australia neglected that trust and acted in its 
own interest instead - however many material benefits it 
might hold out - Australia would leave a mark on iu own 
reputation. 

■ The mark would not be a large one because we are 
only a few hundred people. But it would be there always, 
as long as a truthful history of the bbnd existed. 


The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard, P.O. Box 94. Norfolk bland 2899. All contents are copyright 
Airmail subscriptions; Australia $10, N. Z. $Al6, Pacific Islands$A18, USA-UK $A24 ; -shortened if postage rises. 




A HONDA. 

Accord 


A Highly Spirited Sedan 
With Hatchback Styling 
Crowned by an Unexpected 
Touch of Economic Luxury 


a really luxurious amount of 
interior space, with spirited per¬ 
formance and 2-door hatchback 
styling to make it welcome in 
markets around the world. Good 
fuel economy, quiet running and 


an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. In addition, 
it's easy to drive, has superb 
handling and great drive-ability. 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 



Preprtotor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 





New Threat to 

NORFOLK'S PALM-SEED industry is 
in "great danger” of being wiped 
out by palm-seed weevils from 
Lord Howe Island, according to 
Norfolk's Quarantine Inspector 
Tony Guiseppi. 

Deputy Administrator E. G. Will¬ 
iams says great care is needed to 
prevent the weevils spreading to 
Norfolk. 

Twelve Lord Howe palm seeds, 
confiscated from a visitor during a 
routine quarantine inspection of a 
Norfolk Island Airlines flight arriv¬ 
ing from Lord Howe, were sealed 
into a glass jar several weeks ago 
and within a week had released 
about 50 weevils. 

Inspector Guiseppi burned them. 

The Island’s palm seed industry 
earned $48, 000 last year. It helps 
numerous Islander families, includ¬ 
ing some who are well on in years, 
make ends meet. 

There is a continuing overseas 
demand for the seeds, which in re¬ 
cent years have sold for prices up 
to $100 a busbell. 

Lord Howe provided the original 
seeds from which Norfolk's seed 
bearing palms grew. The palm 
seed crop on Lord Howe has been 
plagued by rats, and more recent¬ 
ly the weevil has appeared. 

The palm seed weevil eats the 
heart out of the seed. A bushell 
of seeds on Lord Howe now has to 
be dumped into a tank of water. 

The empty seeds float to the top 
and are scooped off. The owner 
gets paid only for the good seeds 
that remain, and is paid less be¬ 
cause of the extra work Involved 
in culling them. 

Even with the floating-off pro¬ 
cess, seeds that appear sound may 
have weevils in them - as happen¬ 
ed with the twelve Lord Howe 


Palm Seeds 

seeds confiscated here. This could 
affect the future demand and price 
for seeds from any area where the 
weevil has taken hold. 

In describing the threat to Nor¬ 
folk's palm seed industry, the 
official Admin press release said 
it would take " great vigilance 
and a responsible attitude from 
residents and visitors" to keep 
the weevils out. 

Mylh Goes On 

THERE IS A MYTH on Norfolk that 
"Islanders" - descendants of the ori¬ 
ginal settlers in 1866 - have little 
business ability or interest. 

The Administratipn press release 
warning about Lord Howe Island 
palm seed weevils says Norfolk’s 
palm seed industry is "one of the 
few industries in which the residents 
of die Island are engaged." 

The press release obviously meant 
Islanders, rather than all residents. 
And so the old myth is perpetuated. 

Perhaps it began when "mainland- 
ers" started setting up new tourist 
shops along Taylor's Road many 
years ago. 

However it started, you can still 
hear the occasional comment, " the 
Islanders have no bead for business. 
They'd rather just sit. All the busi¬ 
nesses are owned by mainlanders." 

The palm seed industry is a use¬ 
ful one, and could become much 
more so if it is properly nurtured. 

But even a quick review of the 
businesses on Norfolk - not merely 
tourist shops but also die less obtrus¬ 
ive businesses that really keep die 
Island going - shows the myth up. 

In the column to the right is a list 
of some of the ways Islanders pass 
the time away while they are wait¬ 
ing for the palm seeds to ripen. 


40 ISLANDER 
INDUSTRIES 

Here is a list - probably incom¬ 
plete - of 40 industries in which Islan¬ 
ders are earning their livings and 
supporting their families. 
Accommodation * 

Airline operations mjnt. 

Auto sales & serv. * 

Banking 

Bldg.& construction * 

Butchering * 

Carpentry * 

Clerical work 
Club management 
Contract cleaning * 

Dairying • 

Dressmaking * 

Electrical contact.* 

Fencing * 

Fishing* 

Grading, ploughing 
and bulldozing * 

Grazing * 

Hire cars * 

Import agencies * 

Insurance * 

Island tours * 

Market gardening * 

Motion picture exhibition * 

Nursing 

Palm and pine seeds * 

Petroleum wholesaling * 

Printing and publishing * 

Public service 
Radio broadcasdng 
Real estate * 

Restaurants * 

Retailing - 

Clothing and footwear • 

Feed and grain * 

Fruit and vegetables * 

Home appliances * 

Home furnishings * 

Ffcoto equipment * 

Souvenirs and general * 

Tractors and mowers * 

Road Transport * 

Sales 

Sawmilling * 

Shipping Agency* 

Souvenirs and handcrafts * 

Taxis * 

Teaching 
Wells and bores * 

(* Independent businesses owned 
and operated by Islanders) 

Almost all of those industries 
are related in some way to Norfolk's 
tourist industry, and would fall off 
if tourism is not maintained. But 
only half-a-dozen or so depend en¬ 
tirely on tourism. The majority 
are providing products and services 
that permanent residents need. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
'V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. ■ 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds r yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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Strong Interest and reactions, bare and In Australia, as Freedoa 
House says we are only partly free - but authorities won't talk 


AUSTRALIAN AUTHORITIES who 
govern Norfolk Island were silent 
last month about the recently- 
publicised fact that the people of 
the Island are only partly free. 

Norfolk's lack of political free¬ 
dom was pointed out early In Jan¬ 
uary by a world-wide survey made 
by Freedom House of New York. 

The survey results were featuted in 
Australia's widely-read "Bulletin" 
magazine, and in the February 
issue of The News. 

During February the facts about 
Norfolk were aired in Australia In 
three A. B. C. national broadcasts. 

The A.B.C. asked Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, Norfolk's responsible Minis¬ 
ter, to comment on the Island's re¬ 
stricted political freedom, but he 
declined to do so. He was reported 
as saying that a decision on Norfolk's 
future form of government was ex¬ 
pected to be made soon. 

Administrator D. V. O'Leary also 
avoided making any comment on 
the subject when it was discussed 
at the February 8th meeting of the 
Norfolk Island Council. 

It was left to Cr. John Ryves to 
defend Australia's position. His 
remarks and those of other Coun¬ 
cillors appear in "Council Trans¬ 
cript" this issue. 

Cr. Ryves denied that Norfolk 
is only partly free and said the 
Island should count its blessings. 

"I think we should stop yelling 
these sort of irrational thoughts, " 
he told the Council meeting. 

"I'm at k loss to understand how 
they could get die sort of misin¬ 
formation which would allow them 
to suggest that Norfolk Island was 
partly free." 

"The only restrictions that have 
ever been placed on die freedom 
of people of Norfolk Island, " said 
Cr. Ryves, "have been done by 
this Norfolk Island Council, and I 
speak of immigration, tourism 
levels, environmental control 
and all those things." 


HOW RESTRICTIONS ARE 
PLACED ON RESIDENTS 

The Council has no power to 
place restrictions of any type 
on persons or property on Norfolk. 

It can only offer advice to the 
resident Administrator, who in 
turn can offer advice to die Minis¬ 
ter. 

Restrictions on immigration to the 
Island are partly contained in the 
Immigration Ordinance, which was 
proclaimed by Australia's Governor- 
General. Council's recommenda¬ 
tions for altered immigration con¬ 
trols have been bogged in the Can¬ 
berra processes for years. 

There are no legal restrictions 
on tourist levels. Council several 
years ago endorsed the idea of a limit 
of 20, 000 visitors a year, but more 
recently has felt that the figure 
should be kept flexible. There is no 
law that limits the number of visitors, 
or die number of tourist beds on the 
Island. 

Environmental controls on Norfolk 
have been the subject of many re¬ 
ports and debates. No general en¬ 
vironment protection law exists, and 
no general zoning law exists. 

Legal restrictions on Norfolk resi¬ 
dents are imposed by certain Acts of 
Parliament, Ordinances made by the 
Governor-General, By-Laws and re¬ 
gulations that can be made by the 
Minister, and day-to-day policy de¬ 
cisions made by die Minister or by 
the resident Administrator. 


HOW FREEDOM HOUSE 
CLASSIFIED NORFOLK 

The facts that led Freedom House 
to classify Norfolk as only partly 
free are in two categories - those re¬ 
lated to civil liberties and those re¬ 
lated to political rights. 

The Freedom House survey analys¬ 
ed conditions in 214 countries and 


territories throughout the world, and 
ranked each one on a declining 
scale of (1) to (7). 

Its ranking for Norfolk was (2) in 
die area of civil liberties - close to 
the top - but only (4) in political 
rights. 

"In political rights, " says the sur¬ 
vey report, "States rated (1) have a 
fully competitive electoral process 
and those elected clearly rule. 

"Relatively free states may receive 
a (2) because... of factors which may 
include extreme economic inequality, 
Illiteracy, or intimidating violence. 

"Below this level, political ratings 
of (3) through (5) represent successive¬ 
ly less effective implementation of 
democratic processes. 

"Governments of States rated (5) 
sometimes have no effective voting 
processes at all, but strive for con¬ 
sensus among a variety of groups in 
society in a way weakly analogous 
to those of the democracies. 

"States at (6) do not allow com¬ 
petitive electoral processes that 
would give the people a chance to 
voice their desire for a new ruling 
party or a desire for a change in 
policy. The rules of States at this 
level assume that one person or a 
small group has the right to decide 
what is best for die nation, and that 
no one should be allowed to challenge 
that right. Such rulers do respond, 
however, to popular desire in some 
areas, or respect belief-systems that 
are the general property of die so¬ 
ciety as a whole. 

"At (7) die political despots at 
the top appear by their actions to 
feel little constraint from either pub¬ 
lic opinion or popular tradition." 

In determining whether a terri¬ 
tory should be classified as "free", 
"parj&y free" or "not free", die sur¬ 
vey uses the seven-point rating sys¬ 
tem for civi 1 liberties and political 
rights. 

A nation or territory rated (1) or 
(2) is classed "free". Those at (3), 



PETE’S 

GIVENCHY 

We have the world-famous Givenchy french perfumes- 
Givenchy III -- Le De Givenchy -- L'Interdit -- Eau 

PLACE 

de Toilette --at about one third of mainland prices. 

TAYLOR’S ROAD 

LUXURIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
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(4) and (5) are classed "partly free". 
Those at (6) and (7) are classed 
"not free”. 

"When the ratings for political 
rights and civil liberties differ," 
says the survey report, " there are 
marginal cases which are decided 
by rough averaging... political 
rights are given sli^tly more weight 
in marginal cases." 

We are living in "a world in which 
national self-determination is con¬ 
sidered to be a fundamental right, " 
the survey report says. 

"It is not many years since states 
such as France and England that 
proudly guaranteed individual rights 
placed severe limits on subnational 
group rights. In this die democrac¬ 
ies continued the long record of the 
suppression of conquered cultures 
by dominant peoples. Where these 
cultures survived, there is now a 
revival of separatist expression." 

AUSTRALIA HEARS TWO 
NORFOLK VIEWPOINTS 

THE NATIONAL RADIO show "AM" 
told people all over Australia on 
February 6th about Norfolk Island's 
being classed as only partly free. 
Here is a segment from the show 
that day; 

Cal Richards: "A world-wide sur¬ 
vey has stated that the people of 
Norfolk Island are only partly free. 

"The survey, by Freedom House, 
a non-partisan, New York based 
operation, covered 214 countries 
and territories throughout the world. 

"It applied 24 criteria to deter¬ 
mine whether people were free, 
partly free, or not free. 

"The editor of The Norfolk 
Island News, Ed Howard, describes 
the Island as 'Australia's long- 
hidden shame'. He tells Mike Wills 
that Australia finds itself standing 
with France and Chile as the only 
remaining powers denying self- 
government and self-determination 
to their Pacific island territories." 

Mike Wills; "Mr. Howard, in 
what way do you believe Norfolk 
Islanders are only partly free?" 

E.H.: "Well there's no form of 
democratic government here. The 
people are administered, just as 
though they were people in an insti¬ 
tution of some sort; and the right of 
self-government I think is one of the 
fundamental ones that affects almost 
every aspect of your life. 

"The Island at the moment is ad¬ 
ministered from Canberra. There is 
a local Administrator who is guided 
by what a Department in Canberra 


tells him they would like him to do, 
but the day-to-day decisions on how 
the Island is to be governed are made 
by a particular man, last we knew, 
in a particular office in Canberra, 
who has in the whole of his life spent 
one day on Norfolk Island. Now 
that's not enough to be able to gov¬ 
ern a place intelligently. ” 

Mike Wills: "Are Norfolk Islanders 
then totally disillusioned with the 
Nimmo Report and its suggestion of 
incorporation totally into the Com¬ 
monwealth system?" 

E. H.: "Disillusioned? That's the 
wrong word. They were incredu¬ 
lous, and I think when the Nimmo 
Report was actually tabled, and 
really said, 'Into Canberra you go - 
we are now going to annex you', 
people could hardly believe what 
they were reading. A great many 
people I think felt they had been 
betrayed somehow." 

Mike Wills: "What do you see as a 
possible constitutional solution?" 

E.H.: "A first draft for a constitu¬ 
tion for the Island has been prepared 
by a committee of two members of 
the local advisory Council. It essen¬ 
tially says that the laws that apply 
on Norfolk Island, for Norfolk Island, 
should initiate in a locally-elected 
representative governmental body 
here on the Island, but that there 
should be a senior representative of 
some kind from Australia, living on 
Norfolk Island and steering and guid¬ 
ing the Island government as best he 
could; and holding the ri$it to veto 
any laws that the local body might 
make. I think that gives you a reason¬ 
able idea of the kind of - I'm not sure 
you would call it a compromise; it's 
a solution of staying closely tied with 
Australia but still letting people here 
have at least the initiative to propose 
what laws they think are needed." 

holding Norfolk back 

ON TUESDAY February 7th, the topic 
was discussed on "AM" again: 

Cal Richards: "You'll recall that on 
yesterday's AM we told you about a 
report by a New York based organisa¬ 
tion which claimed that the Austral¬ 
ian territory of Norfolk Island is only 
partly free, and you heard the editor 
of The Norfolk Island News, Ed How¬ 
ard, call die Island 'Australia's hidden 
shame'. 

"Well this morning another Islander 
strongly disagrees. Carol Adams is 
on the line by radio telephone from 
Norfolk Island to Mike Wills." 

C. A. • "1 wouldn* t agree with that 
assessment. I think that's entirely 
his own opinion. 

"I think his sort of attitude is what 


is holding liorfoik hack from becom¬ 
ing part of Australia, in the true sense 
of the word. And that's what we need 
here. 

"We want to become part of Aust¬ 
ralia and have all the rights and pri¬ 
vileges, and die same taxes and every¬ 
thing that people in Australia have." 
Mike Wills; "Mr. Howard states that 
he believes the islanders Are only part¬ 
ly free because they have a virtual 
colonial rule from Canberra at the 
present state. Do you see any validity 
in that argument?" 

C. A.: "Well the present state isn't 
very clear, I mean die present situa¬ 
tion of Norfolk isn't very definite 
one way or the other. 

"Many years ago there was only 
the Pitcairn settlers that lived here, 
and now they are only one-third of 
the community." 

Mike Wills: "Do you believe that 
die majority of the people on Norfolk 
Island would agree with you, or would 
agree with Mr. Howard?" 

O. A.: "That's very difficult to say. 
Very difficult to say. Nobody would 
really know the answer to that ques¬ 
tion. " 

Mike Wills: "What are your views on 
the draft consdudon that has been 
drawn up and is being passed around 
the Island?” 

C.A.: "Oh, we're not very pleased 
with it. It's definitely a constitution 
with the idea of making Norfolk Island 
an independent place within five 
years, or at die end of five years. 

This is bow I read it, anyway. The 
person writing, or the people writing, 
this consdtudon have in mind tweak¬ 
ing away completely from Australia." 

"to save tax haven" 

Mike Wills: "Is the essential differ¬ 
ence between the two sides of the 
argument simply a question of whe¬ 
ther the Island should remain a tax 
haven or not?" 

C.A.; "Well, yes. I'd say so basic¬ 
ally. I'd say that's basically what 
they're fighting for is to keep-Norfolk 
out of the Commonwealth - well, 

It'sr in the Commonwealth, It is part 
of Australia - but as far as taxes go 
it isn't. We don't pay Australian 
income tax here, and there are a lot 
of taxes can be dodged living here. 

"Unless it became fully integrated 
with the taxation system in Australia, 
this tax haven set-up could last - 
and this is what they're fighting for, 
is to keep it that way, because it 
suits their form of* - in companies 
and that - to keep it ihat way." 

Cal Richards; "Well die Minister 
responsible is Bob Ellicott, who has 
declined to give us an Interview, 
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saying that Norfolk Island's inde¬ 
pendence is under consideration, 
and he hopes to make a decision in 
the near future." 

(•The tape recording is not clear 
on the words reported here as "form 
of". Carol Adams said later she 
would not be certain what they 
were.) 


MARIJUANA CULTIVATED 
ON NORFOLK^ POLICE 

120 AT LIONS/ROTARY BANQUET 
SEE "POT PLANT" OF LOCAL DOPE 

DRUGS ARE NOT a major problem 
on Norfolk Island now - but they 
are on the horizon and will be a 
serious problem before long unless 
the people of die Island recognise 
it in time and stamp it out. 

Constable Len Walters told 120 
Rotarians, Lions and their wives 
this in a talk following a combined 
Associates Dinner of die two clubs 
at the South Pacific Hotel on Feb¬ 
ruary 16th. 

He'made his point by displaying 
a marijuana plant confiscated by 
police from a Norfolk back garden. 
The plant was growing in a black 
plastic wrapper, like the ones used 
for commercial plants of any kind. 

It was about 45cm (18") tall, and 
Constable Walters said it was about 
six weeks old. 

"Marijuana can grow accidentally, 
like a weed." he said. "This plant 
did not grow in a plastic wrapper 
by accident. Marijuana is being 
cultivated on Norfolk." 

He also displayed a small packet 
of marijuana prepared for smoking, 
and a small container of seeds. He 
said the seeds were small enough 
so they could be brought into the 
Island without being detected - 
in a trouser cuff or the bottom of 
a pocket. It was also simple to 
get more seed from a plant once 
-it had grown. 

A visitor at the dinner challenged 
Const. Walters about the seriousness 
of marijuana and argued that it was 
a peaceable, relatively harmless 
drug compared to alcohol. 

Const. Walters rejected the argu¬ 
ment. He said that marijuana 
smokers needed Increasing amounts 
to satisfy them, and were ready 
marks when someone else said to 
them "Hey, have a try of this pUl!" 

He said be had been involved 
with drug policing for many years, 
and what he had seen completely 
convinced him that the acceptance 
of marijuana in a community always 


led to harder drugs being introduced. 

But when another guest asked whe¬ 
ther drugs or alcohol was die more 
serious problem on Norfolk today, 
he answered "Without question, al¬ 
cohol. But drugs are on the horizon. " 

Marijuana could be controlled on 
Norfolk only if the community want¬ 
ed to control it, he said. 

He felt certain die great majority 
of people on the Island wanted to 
prevent drugs becoming a serious 
problem, but said that the Island 
tradition of refusing to give the 
authorities any damaging informa¬ 
tion about another resident was a 
difficulty in controlling drugs. 

Using the Sicilian term "omerta" - 
for the code of silence against any 
outsiders - he told of a Norfolk 
woman who had called in the police 
because screaming motpr-biles were 
making it Impossible for her to sleep 
at night. 

She told the police that she knew 
who the riders were, bqt refused to 
give their names "because it might 
get diem into trouble". 

Const. Walters said the police 
would not have made trouble for 


the bikies, but would simply have 
talked with them, and that such a 
talk, properly handled, often clear¬ 
ed up a problem. 

He said the Norfolk police were 
happy to talk with anyone who want¬ 
ed to learn what marijuana looks like, 
or what clues to watch for If they 
were worried about possible use of 
drugs. 

"We are ready and willing to help 
you protect your Island, "he said, 

"but you' 11 have to help us do it. ” 

FOOTNOTE: An unconfirmed 
report to The News several days 
after Const. Walters' talk said 
that Australian Customs inspec¬ 
tors were now opening all pack¬ 
ages from Norfolk Island going 
through post offices in three east- 
coast cities. The inspections 
are having an incidental effect 
of making sure that Australian 
duty is charged on goods sent 
by mail to the mainland. But 
the purpose of die inspections, 
according to the report, is to 
stop drugs going from Norfolk 
to Australia via post. 


Editorial: get jonah off the ship 

AUSTRALIANS HAVE APPARENTLY discovered a new loophole in their tax law 
which they can exploit by using Norfolk Island with a little help from "friends" 
here. 

It's impossible for an ordinary citizen to know exactly what the new tax- 
dodge is. Clearly it is lucrative enough to make it worthwhile to charter ex¬ 
ecutive jets and fly here from Melbourne. Rumours, which are rarely fully 
reliable but which often have some truth in them, say that hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of dollars are involved, that a local bank has had to keep staff back at 
night to handle the inflow, and that very large and prestigious Australian com¬ 
panies are involved in the game. 

If such an operation were entirely legitimate and respectable, the compan¬ 
ies involved would be proud to use their real names and pleased to be bringing 
honest new business activity to the Island. But they aren't. The money is 
tainted and it taints Norfolk Island. 

It is no doubt entirely legal. So are Melbourne’s "massage parlours". 

So is Hobart's casino. 

Council has tried to make it more difficult for "the companies" to help 
Australians avoid taxes, by recommending an increase in the registration fee. 

It has put some of the resulting revenue to good use by recommending that the 
weekly allowance to elderly residents in need be raised to $30. 

But Council ought to do more. It ought to make certain that Australia is 
officially aware of what is going on. It ought to state publicly that Norfolk 
Island does not solicit such activity. It ought to encourage Australia, if Aus¬ 
tralia is concerned about the situation, to put proper controls on its residents. 

The income tax haven here some years ago did serious damage to Norfolk 
Island's reputation in Australia. It was a Jonah, and the Island was fortunate 
that Australia revised its laws to get rid of it. 

If Jonah has crept back on board he ought to be pitched overboard again, 
before unreasoning Australian anger brings unreasoning Australian retribution 
on all of Norfolk. 
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A WORLD AGRICULTURAL EXPERT SAYS IDEAL CONDITIONS HERE COULD ALLOW AVOCADOS TO BECOME 

The Export Crop N.l. Has Dreamt About 


AVOCADO PEARS could be a major 
Norfolk money-earner; we are wast¬ 
ing some of the best natural fertili¬ 
zer in the world; everyone with pas¬ 
tures on the Island should be sowing 
white clover into the kikuyu grass; 
we're producing the best ham and 
bacon in Australia; Norfolk will be 
destroyed, like Philip Island, if we 
don't stop overstocking; and what 
Island agriculture needs is practi¬ 
cal advice from experts who actu¬ 
ally know farming. 

These are among a shower of' 
ideas from John Douglass, for many 
years a world-travelled agricultural 
expert who visited Norfolk last 
month after a 30-odd-years absence. 

Agricultural economists? "Keep 
them out.'" says Mr. Douglass. 

"Build p barbed wire fence around 
the island if you have to. They're 
just theorists!" 

An old friend and former class¬ 
mate of Ray Nobbs at Horsham Agri¬ 
cultural College, John Douglass 
visited Norfolk briefly just after 
World War II, when the bean seed 
industry was at its height. 

Earlier he had been sent to Lord 
Howe Island to see how the families 
there could get by if wartime pre¬ 
vented ships from bringing in supp¬ 
lies. He prepared a 72-page report 
which became an agricultural guide 
for the island, and led to the start¬ 
ing of Lord Howe's vegetable seed 
industry. 

He later became a travelling ex¬ 
pert for the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations, 
and has worked all over the world 
advising under-nourished countries 
how to make the most of their farm¬ 
ing possibilities. 

Mr. Douglass told The News he 
was delighted with the development 
in agriculture and the introduction of 
better strains of cattle that have taken 
place on Norfolk since his long-ago 
visit here. 

But he thinks we are missing some 
great opportunities - the development 
of a real avocado pear export business, 
for example. 

"I have travelled, ” Mr. Douglass 
said, "with United Nations in this 
starving world - places like Latin 
America, Africa and The East - 
and I've seen a great deal of avo¬ 
cado production, which has be¬ 
come an intensely popular luxury 
fruit everywhere. 

"The two great places to see 


good avocado pears are Southern 
California and Florida. 

"In both of these states they 
have these terrible root diseases, 
but they do know a tremendous 
amount about marketing and high 
quality fruit which is largely gov¬ 
erned by the oil content of the fruit 
Itself. 

"I've been growing avocado pear 
in New South Wales and I can't 
get them over the 10-year-old stage ~ 
they all keel over with these root 
diseases and you can't do anything 
about it. 

awcadoes elsewhere 
get 10-year disease 

"They are increasing the acreage 
of avocadoes in Queensland but 
they've struck the same trouble 
again there. 

‘ "They've got some very good 
varieties in Queensland - mainly 
imported. 

"I think some of the seedlings 
I’ve seen here - and I remember 
them well beforehand too - are some 
of the finest avocado pears I've ever 
seen, not only because of their great 
yield but their spread of ripening. 

"In other words, you should be 
able to market them here for many 
months if it was done properly. 

"In California they have old out¬ 
dated trees only seedlings, and I 
have seen a 4' dia. tree diat was sawn 
down and worked over with grafts. 

"The big advantage of this, of 
course, is that you have an estab¬ 
lished tree with a tremendous root 
growth. 

"The top of the tree is cut off 
and it's kept alive with grafts, 
and in 18 months you'll have a tree 
10 ft. high again coming from the 
old stump. 

"I'm not an expert on this matter 
but I know there are men on this 
Island quite qualified to re-work 
these old trees. 

"You would have to get the good 
varieties here and see that you get 
the seedlings from them and get 
the buds or the splices from the 
high yielding varieties. 

"Some of the best avocado trees 
in the world are on this Island - 
we should classify them as such. 

"... Seeing as you are a clean 
Island regarding disease and pest 
particularly in avocadoes, there's 
a tremendous market in New Zea¬ 


land and Australia if you can get 
the right type, grade and market¬ 
ing of this commodity. 

"Avocadoes in Sydney at Christmas¬ 
time where wholesale $1 each. 

"There will be bigger yields from 
Queensland, but I think here is 
such a natural place for diem that 
they should be developed. 

finest bacon ever 

"I don't think, for example, that 
you could ever export beef from 
here, but I think that the bacon 
smoked here with die Norfolk Island 
pine wood is the finest bacon I've 
ever tasted. 

"I think there is a good export 
market for it. 

"One thing I'd like to emphasize 
is that the pastures here are over¬ 
stocked, and white clover even in 
with your kikuyu grass is missing. 

"Fertiliser is so expensive here 
and so valuable, and plants like 
beans and clovers and all the leg¬ 
umes are simuladng nitrogen from 
the air, so you are enriching your 
pastures. 

"Good fresh clover has almost as 
much protein in it as meat. 

"Everybody should buy a few lbs. 
of clover seed and throw it any¬ 
where --it will grow madly here 
because I've seen a lot of it that's 
doing very well indeed. 

"It goes well with kikuyu, pro¬ 
vided you let it seed every now 
and then. 

"In other words, you can raise 
it and once it gets into flower 
you should get your cattle and 
. stock off it - portion off - you 
can't let the whole farm go to 
seed. 

"It gets carried around in the 
dung of the cattle. 

"I think If you just had an elec¬ 
tric fence or a quarter of an acre 
to grow white clover it would be 
a wonderful thing for increasing 
the fertility of the soil and stopp¬ 
ing erosion too because it's a very 
good rooted vegetable too. 

"Kikuyu will choke anything 
out if it's left uncontrolled, but 
it's a great thing for controlling 
erosion. 

”1 think everybody should come 
down every morning and look at 
Phillip Island and see that die 
erosion doesn't occur on Norfolk 
Island, and it will if you're going 
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to overstock it and not control it. 

"1 see Norfolk going the way of 
Phillip Island if you overstock. 

You can see erosion. 

"Take the Common - it's pass¬ 
ing up now because you've had 
rain, but anoiher dry spell and I 
can see it advancing very badly 
in two or three places. 

"Don't think you're unique in 
this because the whole of die North¬ 
ern Territory of Australia is soil 
erosion because of the cattle 
chopping their feet. 

“They get <ky years like at the 
present time, then they'd have 7 
inches of rain and all the fine soil 
is washed out to sea. 

"If you get bare soil here, this 
will occur. 

"I think it's a matter of controlled 
stocking, rather than anything else. 

"... We caught 400 lbs. of fish 
and 1 could see these people taking 
two fillets off and throwing away 
the head, backbone etc. and then 
going and buying a bag of fertili¬ 
zer. 

"This is better fertilizer than 
anything else in the world. 

"It's got the best nitrogen in 
the world, it's got calcium (which 
is lime), it's got phosphate (which 
is one of the most essential ele¬ 
ments missing from the soil here), 

PETE’S 

PLACE 

TAYLOR'S ROAD 

DISCOUNT APPLIANCES 

DISCOUNTED SPECIALS. 


SANDWICH TOASTER, 

QUICK GRILL.$83. 95 

MIST CURLING WANDS. . $10.50 

PROFES SION AIR 

BLOWER STYLER . . . . $16.95 

LADY SHAVER with purse. $12. 95 

SUNBEAM ELECTRIC 

f'fttTANS from.$26.95 

New model THORN ELECTRONIC 
CLOCK-RADIO, AM-FM, 
DIGITAL DISPLAY. . . $37.00 

SANSU1 STEREO SYSTEMS AT 
special DISCOUNT Prices 
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and you've got potash and trace 
elements. 

"They're all there in the fish 
residue and this has to be brought 
up and put on the soil. 

"I dig fish heads into my garden 
and then 1 put my seedlings in. have 
my crop and then re-dig it and the 
only bone left after three months is 
the big head bone - all other bones 
such as the fins, the skin and the 
backbone have disappeared -- 
gone straight into the soil! 

’I think anybody who is ploughing, 
rotary-hoeing or planting trees should 
dig in fish residue. 

"If you're planting a tree, dig a 
2 ft. hole, throw in the fish residue 
dig in, fill in half way, then plant 
tree and fill. 

"1 even use egg shells. Egg shells 
are pure lime. 

"I have a 4 gallon drum into which 
I throw all sorts of bones and a shovel 
full of soil. 

"When I'm ready to plant anything, 
I just turn this over and I can tell 
you it's more valuable than any 
artificial fertilizer combination in 
the world. 

"Beef bones are a bit difficult be¬ 
cause they are big but I use all the 
lamb bones and chicken bones. 

"In glass houses, we grow lots of 
things in pots. Instead of having 
stones in the bottom of the pot, I 
use beef bones and when you've 
had something growing in them 
for two or three years the bones 
are all rotting away. 

"They've still got phosphate and 
lime In them but the nitrogen has 
gone out of them. 

"...Don't have an agricultural 
economist - they're just theorists. 

"I think New South Wales would 
be the place to get somebody from 
because I don't think Canberra 
would send you anybody - I wouldn't 
have anybody from Canberra unless 
they were going to do something 
very big politically for you. 

”.. .1 would think the man to 
bring over would be a tropical 
fruit man from the N. S. W. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture first. 

"He'd be a field officer. 

"Get a field officer in general 
agriculture. 

"If they send you an egronomist 
they'd most probably send you a 
grasslands specialist. 

"A grasslands specialist would 
probably tell you what I’ve told 
you. 

"You'd have to get somebody 
who knows what they're talking 
about. 

"What you need is a practical 
man with dirt on his boots." 
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CONSTITION 2ND 
DRAFT UNDERWAY 

WORK ON A SECOND DRAFT for a 
constitution for Norfolk Island began 
last month. 

The first draft created intense in¬ 
terest on Norfolk, and comments from 
residents and from friends of Norfolk 
overseas are still being received and 
will be taken into account in a closed- 
session meeting of Council early in 
March. 

Reactions to the first draft, in in¬ 
formal Island discussions and at the 
February Council meeting, included - 

• Legalistic language made it off- 
putting for many people. "It's as 
hard to read as the back of an insur¬ 
ance policy," said one resident. 

• The titles used seemed too 
puffed-up for Norfolk. The idea of 
having an Australian "Governor” of 
the Island struck many people as 
being out of place. A meeting of 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers suggested the title 
"Commissioner", as used by England 
and New Zealand in island territories. 

O Provision in die first draft for 
ending Australia's veto power, by 
public referendum after five years, 
led some residents to feel the draft 
was aimed at complete independence 
for Norfolk. Councillors made it 
clear that this was not their inten¬ 
tion. 

Crs. Blucber and McIntyre, the 
members of the committee respon¬ 
sible for the first draft, emphasized 
that the purpose of the draft was to 
get the Island thinking, so that 
succeeding drafts will get closer 
and closer to what the majority of 
electors want. 

Cr. McIntyre tabled a list of 35 
questions concerning Norfolk's form 
of government. Under each ques¬ 
tion, the question-sheet showed what 
Norfolk’s present method of govern¬ 
ment is, what the Nimmo Report 
had recommended, and what the 
first draft constitution recommended. 

Cr. Smith had obtained a quantity 
of the question-sheets and had been 
distributing them to patrons at the 
Mission Rd. Theatre, to help them 
understand the first draft and to stim¬ 
ulate their own thinking about what 
would be best for the Island in the 
future. This had brought "a very 
favourable result," he told Council. 
"The public will now be able to 
come up with a guide, " he said. 

I FULL TEXT OF THE QUESTION- I 
SHEET MENTIONED ABOVE IS ON 
PAGES 27-28 OF THIS ISSUE. I 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 


HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 


in the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 



Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 




From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk.. .banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice... Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food --in a 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 




Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner Is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets 


JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 


WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2188 





ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY-SAPPHIRE - EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



SHOP AT 

ROUDS 




HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am -9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm : Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-6.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island sumps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Wne) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, d-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SOOTT1SH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
ancl other souvenirs 


Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 
Phone 2181 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 





b u.lt»nelectbon.cflash 




SAIC-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Frl-Sat-Sun 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

TRADING 

POST 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

(OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 


Point'll Shoot. 
Onlyby Vivitar. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrie has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
POintnShoot camera. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 








© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day: you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION : Bond Stow: for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOUF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLUNS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the ctaplete holiday ■Inl-aart — 

the TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT” 


April 7 nAVC 7 Qfi om +A Q r.. (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrLn I UAlO I *0U Cm XO pi only from 9 am to 7 pm — sorry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting can... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspaper*... tinopenen... candles... first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies. 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



The World’s Premier 


Electronic SLR 



The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 











AGFA-GEVAERT 


Norfolk Island 


-NOTABLE MARCH EVENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY- 

March 2nd, 1788: Fletcher Christian was made a Lieutenant aboard HMS "Bounty". 

March 6th, 1788; Lt. King and his party landed on Norfolk - the "First Settlement". 

March 1th, 1831 : All 87 Pitcairners were picked up and moved to Tahiti, because 
the British Government thought they were outgrowing Pitcairn. The ordered mig¬ 
ration was a disastrous failure, and the Pitcairners found their way back home. 

March 19th, 1790; The ship "Sirius" went aground on rocks off Norfolk. Efforts to 
get her off failed. She was stripped of cargo and equipment, and began breaking 
up on March 23rd. 

March 30th, 1914; By Order in Council, England handed Australia die responsibility 
for the peace, order and good government of Norfolk Island. . 


■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


6 HOLIDAY 
N. I. Foundation 
■Housie (LC) Day 
■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open Bight (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm’b'd(VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


■ Film, sm’b'd (VV) 

‘ ■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 

meeting (A 2.00) 


■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


■Church services 
■Film, sm’b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Museum open (M1 -4.90) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■ Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open(Ml -4.30) 


■Church services 

■ Film, sm’b’d (VV7. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


HOLIDAY 
- Easter Monday 
■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


28 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


a great name in photography 


MARCH 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

2 

■Kousie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


9 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Srfi’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

3 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


11 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


WIND ROSE' 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows die percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind, 



LOCATIONS 


16 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


18 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open nigiht (Nik) 
•■Film (MRT8. CO) 


23 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


J\ HOLIDAY 
Good Friday 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


25 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


31 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS r\ i iirn a i imto 
ON NORFOLK ARE U AIVI tKALIN tb 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO --Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


► 


AGFA-GEVAERT 




PRENTICE’S 




COMPAGNIE PES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines. 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) j 










TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30. 1.00, 2. 00, 2. 30, 3. 00, 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8. 40. 10. 00. 12. 00. 1.05 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 
' 9 . 15 My Word 
10 . 05 Concert half-hour 
} 0 . 45 Morning serial 

11. 00 Bing Crosby story 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 

9. 00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 
10.05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Rddio Australia relay 


7. 05 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Bing Crosby story 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Home to Roost 

10. 05 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Light Music from 

the Netherlands 
12.05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 
2. 00 (First Wed. of Mtb. 

only) N. I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 

Prog, includes Comedy 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of Books 


11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth | 
only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7.05 An Evening of 
Entertainment 

FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Elton John Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 

7. 00 Programme Surround- . 

ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 


11. 00 Top of Pops 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.25 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
5.00 Young Mood 

7.05 Comedy 

7.30 Movin’ Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 The Par am or Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Radio Australia relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


10.05 Much Less a Slave 

10.45 Morning Serial 


10.30 Aust.& local news 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of die Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of. the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners’ 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



>1 


CURRENT SITUATION REPORT - MAR.’78 


STATUS Norfolk Island is one of 
three remote, inhabited groups of 
islands which are "territories of Aus¬ 
tralia". All three territories are con¬ 
sidered as part of ihe Commonwealth 
for some purposes, but each is admin¬ 
istered'as a separate entity, and has 
its own distinct history, racial char¬ 
acteristics, culture and set of laws. 

From 1856-1914 Norfolk Island was a 
British Crown Colony, for which Aust¬ 
ralia accepted administrative author¬ 
ity in 1914. Its population is approx¬ 
imately 1600. Since 1856 the island 
has had Its own separate system of 
laws and its own financial budget. 

In the latest financial year (1976/77) 
the island's revenues were approxi¬ 
mately $100, 000 greater than its ex¬ 
penditures, and the balance of this 
and earlier financial surplusses, in¬ 
vested at interest, was approximately 
$500, 000. Laws of die island may 
be enacted by die Australian Parlia¬ 
ment or proclaimed by Australia's 
Governor-General. The resident 
head of the island's administration 
is posted from Australia and is answer- 
able only to Australia's Minister for 
Home Affairs. The island has no 
democratic government. 

POLITICAL POSITION IN THE PACIFIC 
Norfolk Island is one of die remaining 
six colonies in the Pacific Islands which 
do not have self-government and have 
been refused the right of self-determina¬ 
tion by their administering powers. 

(The other five are New Caledonia, 
French Polynesia and the New Hebrides - 
administered by France, with England 
co-administering the New Hebrides - 
and Easter Island and Juan Femdandez, 
administered by Chile.) All other 
Pacific islands territories have either 
become self-gpveming during the 
past two decades, or have been assured 
of die right of self-determination as 
they advance from colonial status to 
either integration into the parent na¬ 


tion, independence, or self-govern¬ 
ment in association with a larger pow¬ 
er. 

PARTLY FREE Civil liberties in 
Norfolk Island are at a high level, 
being virtually equal to those prevail¬ 
ing in Australia. Political rights are 
virtually non-existent, however, as 
laws and government officials are 
given force by Australian decisions. 
The islanders' consent is not sought 
for these decisions, and at times 
they are made despite the islanders' 
dissent. As a result Norfolk Island 
was included in the 1977 survey of 
Freedom House, New York, as one 
of die world territories that are only 
partly free. 

NEW FORM OF GOVERNMENT IMMIN¬ 
ENT Norfolk's Island's colonial 
form of government was recognised 
as being "outmoded and inappropriate" 
by the Australian Government in 1975. 
A new form of government is likely 
to be decided on during 1978, after 
three years of discussion among the 
islanders themselves, and a Royal 
Commission study which was report¬ 
ed on in 1976. (The 'Nimmo report'.) 

As yet the Australian Government 
has refused to allow an act of self- 
determination in which the island's 
electors would express their own free 
will concerning their future form of 
government. In an unofficial ex¬ 
pression by way of signed "solemn 
declarations” in 1977, more than 
two-thirds of the electors declared 
that they wanted the island to retain 
its own separate system of laws, 
benefits and taxes and to continue 
being a separate and distinct terri¬ 
tory of Australia. This preference 
has also been unanimously supported 
by the eight elected members of the 
island's advisory Council - a body 
with no executive authority, but 
nevertheless the only elected repre¬ 


sentatives of the people of die island. 

The Royal Commission report recom¬ 
mended that Norfolk Island should be 
fully integrated into the Australian 
political system. It recommended 
that the consent of the island's people 
should not be asked in making such 
a change. 

An estimated 15-20Tfc of the island's 
electors appear to favour the idea of 
Norfolk's being integrated into Aust¬ 
ralia. A petition generally express¬ 
ing support for the Royal Commission 
report, and specifically calling for 
the payment of all Australian social 
service benefits on Norfolk, was 
Signed by some 200 persons. 

THE POSITION OF THE PITCAIRNERS 
Norfolk Island was made a separate 
and distinct Britith Colony in 1856 
specifically to establish it as a new 
homeland for the people of Pitcairn 
Island, who accepted the govern¬ 
ment's offer of the island. 

Government documents of the 
day show that it was England's in¬ 
tention that the Pitcairners should 
continue to govern themselves on 
Norfolk, and that all of the island's 
land would be granted to them free¬ 
hold or for community use. On 
this understanding they abandoned 
Pitcairn Island, but over die years 
there was increasing interference in 
their affairs by authorities in Aust¬ 
ralia. Self-government was term¬ 
inated in 1896, and much of the 
island's land (including most of the 
historic buildings at Kingston) appears 
to be regarded by Australia as its 
Crown property. 

While Pitcairners in every genera¬ 
tion have protested against the dis¬ 
honouring of premises made to them 
in 1856, Norfolk is nevertheless their 
racial homeland. New immigrants 
wishing to become members of the 
community are subject to strict 
immigration controls, but descen- 
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dants of the Pitcairn settlers have 
always been allowed to take up 
residence on the island whenever 
they wish. The 1976 Royal Com¬ 
mission report recommended that 
this right should be terminated. 

The principal organisation of Pit¬ 
cairners, the Society of Descen¬ 
dants of the Pitcairn Settlers, has 
the preservation of this right as one 
of their basic objectives. 
AUSTRALIA'S ROLE IN NORFOLK 
In 1914 the people of the island 
appear to have wanted Norfolk to 
remain a British Crown Colony but 
the British Government did not wish 
to continue its responsibilities for 
the island. Australia accepted the 
responsibility at England's request. 
Apprehensions of the islanders were 
allayed by Australia's statements 
of policies it intended to follow. 
Customs duties on Norfolk produce 
exported to Australia were removed. 
It was planned that Australia would 
assist in studies of the feasibility of 
building a harbour for the island, al¬ 
though no construction work ever 
eventuated. The Governor-General 
of Australia gave assurance that 
while the hands of future Parliaments 
could not be tied, the islanders 
could rest assured that Australia 
would not in future change Norfolk's 
system of laws without very good 
reason. 

In a 1975 legal opinion, R.J. Elli- 
cott, Q. C., and M. H. McLelland, 

Q. C. stated that as Australia accept¬ 
ed Norfolk Island as a separate and 
distinct settlement, it was clear 
that Australia should administer Nor¬ 
folk for the benefit of the island 
and its inhabitants. (In December, 
1977, Mr. Ellicott was made Minis¬ 
ter for Home Affairs and as such 
was given responsibility for the ad¬ 
ministration of Norfolk Island.) 

In 1976 an Australian High Court 
decision (in the "Berwick" case) 
confirmed that Australia's author¬ 
ity to administer its Territories, 
tinder Section 122 of the Constitu¬ 
tion, was "plenary". 

The principal judgment in the 
Berwick case said that the power 
given to Parliament by Section 122 
could be used properly in various 
ways, depending on a territory's 
size, importance, and stage of pol¬ 
itical and economic development. 
Parliament has full power, accord¬ 
ing to the judgment, to "endow" 
Norfolk Island with its own separ¬ 
ate political, representative and 
administrative institutions, and 
control of its own public treasury. 
DRAFTING OF A CONSTITUTION 
The elected members of the island 


Council have begun the work of 
drafting a constitution for the island. 
Such a constitution could be given 
effect only by Act of the Australian 
Parliament. It is the intention of 
the Councillors that such an Act 
would be sought only after the elec¬ 
tors of the island had approved the 
basic principles of the constitution 
at a referendum by secret ballot. 

The first draft for a constitution 
has been published, and public com¬ 
ments are to be taken into account 
in preparing a second draft. In 
essence, the first draft proposed a 
form of government in which a lo¬ 
cally-elected legislative body would 
initiate laws, subject to comment 
from, and veto by, Australia; the 
veto power could be removed after 
five years if a majority of electors 
voted at referendum that it should 
be. Australia would retain author¬ 
ity over a range of matters with in¬ 
ternational implications, including 
foreign affairs, currency and bank¬ 
ing, and defence; and a range of 
Australian laws, agreed to by the 
island and Australia, would be en¬ 
forceable on the island by Australia. 

CURRENT ISSUES At the time of 
writing of this Situation Report -mid- 
February, 1978 - the affairs of Nor¬ 
folk Island are in die hands of the 
newly-created Department of Home 
Affairs, and its new Minister, Hon. 
R.J. Ellicott. Mr. Ellicott has said 
that he hopes to visit the island in 
the near future. He has declined to 
comment on whether the people of 
the island will be allowed setf-de¬ 
termination of the island's new form 
of government. He has been invited 
by the island Council to comment on 
the first draft constitution. 

On the basis of his knowledge of 
the island and bis legal opinion of 
1975 on its relationship to Australia, 
Mr. Ellicott would appear to be sym - 
pathetic to the islanders' point of 
view in his Ministry of the island. 

His appointment as Minister was 
warmly welcomed on Norfolk. 

The islanders have recently be¬ 
come concerned at evidence that 
Australians are once again exploit¬ 
ing some opportunities to avoid 
Australian taxes by setting up com - 
panies or trusts in Norfolk. The 
island was used by Australians as an 
income tax haven until 1973, when 
the Australian laws were altered to 
close the loopholes. While a few 
residents benefit from such activity, 
and public revenues benefit from 
company registration fees, a great 
many residents fear that this activ¬ 
ity by Australians will create puni¬ 
tive attitudes against the island it¬ 


self within the Australian govern¬ 
ment. They see it as an Australian 
problem, which they wish Australia 
would correct by alterations in its 
own laws. They deeply resent sugges¬ 
tions that an Australian problem 
should be solved by terminating Nor¬ 
folk Island's 120-year-old status as a 
separate and distinct entity. 

All of these issues come to a fo¬ 
cus in one issue, which is whether 
the people of the island will, like 
the people in all other Pacific islands 
administered by English-speaking na¬ 
tions, be allowed the right of self- 
determination of their political fu¬ 
ture, or whether they will be com¬ 
pelled to be Integrated into Australia 
without their consent. 

IN BRIEF 

LOCATION: South Pacific Ocean, 
1676 km ENE of Sydney, Australia. 
SIZE: About three miles by five - 
3455 hectares, or 8528 acres. 
POPULATION: About 1600. Over 
half (including wives and husbands) 
are "Pitcairner" families. The Pit¬ 
cairners are a part Polynesian, part 
English race descended from the mu¬ 
tineers of die "Bounty" in 1789. 

About 1/4 of the population was 
born in Australia, and about 1/4 in 
New Zealand. 

ECONOMY: Traditionally agricul¬ 
ture and subsistence farming and 
fishing; tourism is die basic "ex¬ 
port income" earner. Some 12,000 
Australians and 8, 000 New Zealand¬ 
ers visit die Island each year. 
HISTORY:' One of England's earli- 
est Pacific settlement in 1788; a 
"hell on earth" penal settlement 
1825-1856; a self-governing Bridsh 
colony established for the Pitcairn¬ 
ers 1856-1896; a non-self-govern¬ 
ing British colony, administered by 
the Governor of N. S. W., 1897- 
1914; a non-self-governing territory 
under Australian administration since 
1914. 

CLIMATE: Semi-tropical. Average 
rainfall 1335 mm (more in winter 
than in summer). Rarely warmer 
than 28°C or colder than 12°C. 
TERRAIN: Rolling hills and valleys, 
in parts wooded with Norfolk Island 
pines. Steep cliffs, several beach¬ 
es, coral reef. 

SOME FEATURES: No serious crime. 
Cattle have right-of-way on all 
roads. Speed limit 50 km. All stu¬ 
dents traditionally pass N. S. W. 

4th Form final exams. Keys can be 
left in cars. Historic Georgian buil¬ 
dings and mins. Motorists usually 
wave in passing, outside Burnt Pine 
shopping district. One street light. 

No public debt. No proper gaol. 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY - AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

International Duty-Free; "A special 
on the Breville electric Mini Fryer. 

It's big enough to fry chips for four 
at one go - as well as all the other 
things the family likes deeprfried. 
Only $21.95, during March only." 

■ 

Miltons-. ”We are now receiving new 
consignments of records and cassettes 
every two weeks. Camera? - the new 
Nikkon FM SLR, complete with 50mm 
lens, $399. 95. ” 



Proud's ; "Omega watches”. 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ” 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Cameralines: "We have just received 
the brand-new Minolta XG-2 camera. 
It's the latest automatic/manual SLR 
on the market - with motor drive and 
automatic flash unit. ’’ 

■ 

The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


Norfolk X-Word - "Guiding Jubilee" 


ACROSS 

2. Groups of Guides 

8. Deviation 

9. Pre- guide 

10. Printer's measure 
12. Sport 

14. Working holiday! 

16. Golden Jubilee 

17. Australian Bird 

18. Groups of Brownies 


DOWN 

1. World-wide Movement 

2. Church seat 

3. World's Largest Oxen 

4. Balance 

5. Fish eggs 

6. Otherwise 

7. Philatelic presentation 
1L Marches 

13. Pertaining to Mother 
15. To do with compasses 









Someday all watches will be made this way. 



Charging the world's 
standaraof accuracy. 

The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. aa 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 










What Do YOU Want in a Constitution? 


NORFOLK ISLAND has a “constitu- 
ticn' , now - though it is not called 
a constitution. 

The Island’s constitution consists 
of the Norfolk Island Act and various 
other Acts of the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment. Together, they set out how 
the Island is governed. That is the 
purpose of a constitution. 

Norfolk’s present constitution is 
going to be changed. Australia has 
said that it is "outmoded and inap¬ 
propriate" for this day and age. 

The Nimmo report made many 
recommendations on how Sir John 


Nimmo thought Norfolk should be 
governed. 

Council has different ideas about 
what it thinks would be best for the 
Island. 

What do you think would be best? 

Here are 35 basic questions about 
how Norfolk should be governed. 
Under each one there are three dif¬ 
ferent answers. One shows how the 
Island is governed now. The next 
shows how Sir John Nimmo wanted 
to see us governed. The third shows 
what the first-draft Constitution, 
prepared for Council and public de¬ 


bate, suggests. 

Check die answers that seem sen¬ 
sible to you. If you don't like any 
of the answers, write in a better 
one. Then let one of the members 
of Council know what you think, 
so he can have it in mind as Coun¬ 
cil talks about changes that ought 
to be made in the draft. 

Now is your chance to do some¬ 
thing to help create the kind of gov¬ 
ernment an Norfolk Island that you 
think would be fairest, safest, and 
best suited to the Island, now and 
in years to come. 


At present 

Nimmo 


At present 





HsSSBR 


Constitution 


1. Should we continue to be a distinct and separate territory 
with our own system of laws, benefits, and taxes, or 
should we be joined into Australia and have Australian 
laws, benefits and taxes? 


9. Where should the benefit go of fishing rights and other 
advantages from the sea within a 200-mile radius 
around Norfolk? 


Distinct and | Joined into Aust-| Continue distinct and 

separate [ ralia _ | separate _ 

2. Should we be able to make our own Norfolk Island laws? 


Australia | Australia _ 1 Norfolk _ 

10. What should be the title of the Australian government's 
senior representative here? 


No - I Municipal-style I Yes, subject to veto 
_ | laws only _ | by Australia _ 


Administrator! Administrator I Governor 

11. Should he be paid by Australia. 


3. Where should decisions be made on policies for Norfolk's 
immigration, tourism and zoning? 

Canberra | Canberra _ { Norfolk _ 


Yes _ | Yes _ \ Yes _ 

12. Should Australia have the right to audit our public 
acoounts? 


4. Should we become integrated into Australia, or asso¬ 
ciated with Australia, or independent? 

Associated | Integrated I Associated with 

with I into | Australia 

Australia I Australia _ J_ 


5. Should some Australian laws apply on Norfolk? 
Yes | Yes _ I Yes 


6. Should our consent be necessary before Australian laws 
apply on Norfolk? 

No _ | No _ | Yes _ 


7. Should people of Pitcairn descent have the right to re¬ 
turn and live on Norfolk at any time? 


In practice. 

No 

The House would 

yes. 


decide this subject 
to Australian veto 


8. Ought some seats in the House be reserved only for Pit¬ 
cairners? 

No | No | No 


Yes _ I Yes _ | Yes _ 

13. Should property of the Administration pass to the new 
Norfolk government? 

- _ I Yes _ | Yes _ 

14. Should Australia keep its non-Administration property, 
notably the airport and the met. station? 

Yes _ | Yes _ | Yes _ 

15. Should the House consist of elected members only? 

No _ 1 Yes _ | Yes _ 

16. Should we be represented in the Australian parliament? 

' No _ 1 Yes _ 1 No _ 

17. What should be the name of Norfolk's representative 
body? 

Council I Territory I The House 

I Assembly | 
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At present 

Nimmo 


At present 

Nimmo 

Draft 


j Constitution 



Constitution 


18. How many members should it have? 
Nine | Nine _ I Nine 


19. How long should you have to live here before you can 
vote? 


6 months with 
Enter & Retnain] 
permit or 


25. What should be the title of the elected member pre¬ 
siding over the House? 

President of I President of I President of 

Committees {the Assembly_| the House 


26. What should be the minimum time that the House 
should be required to consider a proposed law? 


| 28 days 


:7. Should the Australian government have the power to 
veto laws approved by the House? 


I Yes, except muni-I Yes 
cipal style laws | 


28. Should we have the right to end dr's power of veto by 
referendum after five yea-s? 


| No 


1 Yes 


20. How long should you have 
be elected? 

to live here before you can 

6 months with | 
residency | 

| 5 years 

21. Should electors vote as one 
wards? 

electorate or in several 

One J One 

| One 

22. When should elections be held? 

Every 2 yrs. | Every 3 yrs. 

| Every 3 yrs. 

23. Should die House be able to call an election early? 

No | No 

| No 

24. Should die senior Australian representative have the 
right to express Australia's views to the House? 

Yes |No 

1 Yes 


!9. Who should be responsible for the running of the Nor¬ 
folk Island public service? 


Administrator for | The House would 
some matters. I decide this, sub- 
Assembly execu- | ject to v 
tive officer for 
others.__ 


30. Decisions on daily matters may need to be taken quick¬ 
ly. Do you favour forming a small group of members 
of the House with the Australian representative for this 
purpose? (In die Draft this is called the Executive Coun¬ 
cil.) 




Yes 


31. Should our present court system remain much as it is? 
Yes I Yes I Yes 


32. Should citizens have the right to call a. referendum on 
any matter affecting the peace, order and good gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island? 


33. Should we have< a list of our basic civil and human 
rights which cannot be altered by law except after 
referendum? 


34. Who should be able to amend -he constitution of Norfolk 
Island? 


Australian 

Parliament 


1 Australian 
Parliament 


Norfolk Island 
electors subject to 
Australian veto 


35. What percentage of electors should have to approve a 
constitutional amendment? 


COUNCIL 

TRANSCRIPT 

10.2.78 - First react¬ 
ions to draft Const'n 


Cr. Ryves; "Mr. Chairman, it does 
seem ironical that at dlls particular 
date twelve months ago Council was 
preparing a submission to the gov¬ 


ernment on what they felt were an 
acceptable set of amendments to the 
Nimmo Report as to how it should be 
applied to Norfolk Island. 

"1 think, sir, that Council at that 
time was under pressure from the 
government to prepare a set of 
recommendations, and we'll all re¬ 
member the large number of meet¬ 
ings that we had to carry this func¬ 
tion out. 

"It was quite clear in my mind 
also, sir, drat Council had a very 
deep understanding of rhe need to 


have an economic feasibility study 
done, so that any form of new gov¬ 
ernment that we brought into Nor¬ 
folk Island was one that looked af- 
ter the interests of those people 
who have their grass roots in the ba¬ 
sic economy of the Island. 

"There are a number of us on the 
Island who have incomes that place 
us beyond the need to look at the 
economy, but I think that those val¬ 
ues must be set aside and one of the 
things that we must do is that any 
| form <?f government we bring in we 
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must be sure that this form of gov¬ 
ernment has a means of sustaining 
itself economically. 

"We all know from our own busi¬ 
ness experience that to set up a 
company - give it a grand consti¬ 
tution, give it a plan of operation - 
we must have capital to operate it. 

"Whilst 1 feel that this Constitu¬ 
tion is a progression from the ori¬ 
ginal submission made by Coun¬ 
cil. I think it reaches out for more 
independence than we originally 
visualized in both our submission 
to the Royal Commission and our 
submission to government on the 
Nimmo Report. 

"I feel, sir, that I will give 
Council every support in dealing 
with this document section by 
section, but again I would not be 
prepared to accept any form of 
new government for Norfolk Island 
unless we do have this feasibility 
economic study. 

"1 would hope, sir, that whilst 
the last'Minister refused to co¬ 
operate in this regard that during 
your visit to Canberra you are able 
to show the need to our present 
Minister and endeavour to make 
this type of expertise available to 
Council, because I feel that be¬ 
fore we definitely formed any con¬ 
clusions as to any form of govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island we’ve got 
to know where we’re going finan¬ 
cially. 

"For that reason, 1 shall debate 
this Constitution with the Council 
today, but I just hope that Council 
hasn't any idea of doing any accept¬ 
ance of this basic document as a 
document to be declared as a Con¬ 
stitution for Norfolk Island." 

Bennett: "first draft 
goes a long way..." 

Cr. Bennett: "... Following the 
resolution of Council on 9th Nov¬ 
ember, the first draft of the Con¬ 
stitution from the Constitution Com¬ 
mittee was handed to Council about 
a month ago. 

"Firstly, I support the idea of the 
first draft of the Constitution. 

"The Council has worked long 
and hard on a plan for democratic 
government for Norfolk Island, and 
it is only proper that a Constitution 
be drawn up defining the form that 
government will take on Norfolk 
Island. 

"This first draft goes a long way 
towards defining most of Council's 
plan for democratic government 
that they propose. 


"It is not perfect by any means 
but it was not intended that the 
draft from the Committee be a first 
and final draft. 

"We recognized that when the 
first draft came - before Council, 
and indeed the people of this Island, 
that considerable discussion, altera¬ 
tion and debate would result, and 
from this many alterations, additions, 
deletions could result. 

"It is fair to say that considerable 
comment has been received by 
Councillors already and it is hearten¬ 
ing to know that so many people are 
showing an interest in this very im¬ 
portant step. 

"There has been concern voiced 
over many issues and sections of 
the draft. 

"The most oft expressed views 
have been that the first draft is 
too difficult to really understand. 
Secondly, it is feared that Coun¬ 
cil will rush the matter through. 
Thirdly, that it looks like a bid 
for independence. 

"I'd like to make a brief com¬ 
ment about those in order. 

"I tend to agree that it is rather 
a difficult document to come to 
grips with and I would be the first 
to support a move to have the 
first draft simplified and explain¬ 
ed as near to as possible in every¬ 
day language so that it could be 
understood. I think it's very im¬ 
portant that everyone does under¬ 
stand this Constitution. 

"We have already been circu¬ 
lated with a paper setting out ques¬ 
tions and answers in simple form. 

This goes a long way in creating 
an understanding and I hope that 
this document, or similar docu¬ 
ments, become widely distributed 
in the very near future. 

"As to die second fear that Coun¬ 
cil will rush this Constitution 
through, this fear should be re¬ 
moved. It was never the Intention 
at any time to rush this very im - 
portant matter. Council has al¬ 
ways recognized that a document 
of such import as this first draft 
Constitution is would require a 
very long period of debate, dis¬ 
cussion, re-writing etc. in order 
to bring forward a Constitution 
with the widest possible support. 

"I envisage the draft Constitution 
being re-written many times be¬ 
fore it is anywhere near complete. 

"The first fear mentioned pre¬ 
viously was that Council was 
leaning towards indepence. This 
is not so, nor has it ever been. 

The desire of this Council has 
never been for Norfolk to be in¬ 
dependent. We have always 


advocated self-government in 
association with Australia, and 
this is spelt out in the introduc¬ 
tion to the draft Constitution. 

"Council has always recognized 
the need for Norfolk Island to be 
associated with Australia.,.’' 

HacKenzie: "present 
systea Is antiquated" 

Cr. McKenzie: ”... I personally 
say, as I've said before, that there 
is need for change. 

"We have had absolutely no 
assistance whatsoever from the gov¬ 
ernment towards a different type 
of government for Norfolk Island 
and... the present system is that an¬ 
tiquated it's unreal. 

"There are points in the first 
draft which I don't agree with. 

"To me, it is written in legal Jar¬ 
gon and should be put in simple 
layman's terms so most people can 
understand it. 

"I feel we should press on with 
a draft Constitution but, knowing 
the system, we are probably wast¬ 
ing our time. 

"Mr. Chairman, I only hope now 
that the government comes forward 
with round-the-table discussions 
and thrashes out the Norfolk Island 
problem once and for all." 

McIntyre: "text needs 
to be slapllfied..." 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, 
this draft Constitution is clearly 
labelled 'First Draft* and that's 
what it was. 

"When Cr. Blucher and I dis¬ 
cussed the ideas in it, and when 
I take responsibility for most of 
the way those ideas were worded, 

I look back and think that I would do 
it again - the effort was worthwhile. 

"What's happened as a result of 
publishing the draft has been an 
enormous amount of interest. I've 
been along to meetings; I've had 
many, many private conversations; 

I find the draft Constitution and 
criticisms of it coming from all di¬ 
rections. I find that most people 
have thought about it; I find most 
people have something quite posit¬ 
ive to say about it, and it's easy 
to see that the time has come for 
us to proceed on this project. 

"Ibe principles in the draft Con¬ 
stitution - the overriding idea of 
having a Constitution and control 
of Norfolk Island's affairs in Norfolk 
Island by responsible means - I think 
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are not in doubt. I'm sure that they ^ 
have popular support, in fact I'm 
sure that what amounted to an instruc¬ 
tion to that effect was given by the 
solemn declarations. 

"The document itself -- it's very 
clear to tell from the criticisms not 
simply round this table but throughout - 
that the text needs to be greatly sim¬ 
plified and the ideas that are present¬ 
ed need to be put clearly and simply 
and the legal wordage replaced by 
simple and obvious words, so that we 
can then spend time debating the 
ideas and not the phrasing. 

"For the second draft, which I hope 
will be the next step, obviously a 
great deal of simplification is the 
first objective. 

"Two other matters in the structure 
of the thing have received general 
comment and convinced me that 
modification of the ideas in the draft 
were in order. 

"The first is die title of Governor 
and having of a Governor. If I might 
summarize the arguments that were 
put to me both at meetings and in 
private, it appears to me td boil down 
to this, A Governor is seen as a 
Queen’s man but not the man of the 
Australian government; therefore, the 
title of Governor is not appropriate 
to the Australian representative to 
Norfolk Island. 

"A number of suggestions were made; 
the one that received the most support 
was that the Australian representative 
to Norfolk Island should use the name 
used elsewhere in the Pacific of 'Com¬ 
missioner'. It's used by New Zealand 
in respect of Niue and Cook Islands; 
it's used by Britain in respect of the 
New Hebrides; it's used by France in 
respect of its territories; and it has 
different overtones altogether than 
the idea of 'Governor*. 

"If you remove the idea of Gov¬ 
ernor - the idea of having a Queen's 
man present on Norfolk Island - then 
you look to a different method of 
formally creating law. I think 
it would be a great simplification 
fo strip the draft Constitution of its 
monarchial trappings and leave a 
plain statement that the people of 
Norfolk Island are to govern Norfolk 
Island by their elected representatives 
and a plain statement that those elect¬ 
ed representatives have the power to 
make laws subject to an Australian 
veto and Indeed the qualifications to 
the veto as well. The idea of a 
Commissioner begins to commend 
itself rather than a Governor, to my 
thought. 

Srith: "I trill not 
support Independence" 

Cr. Smith: "Mr. Chairman. I wasn't 


here at the last meeting that was. 
held by Council when this draft was 
tabled. 

"I was surprised on returning from 
holidays and reading this Constitution 
to find it a legal drafting that no-one 
can understand. 

"However, I was more surprised 
when this draft Constitution was 
moved in Council to be presented 
to the Minister in its original form. 

The reason I don't know, but it 
appears to me we're jumping the 
gun a bit. It would have been better 
to have held on to that draft Consti¬ 
tution until we decided what we’re 
doing and then submit die whole 
draft form when it's finished to the 
Minister, instead of sending it to 
the Minister in its present form. 

Now, firstly, having done that, 

Mr. Chairman, I feel that this 
Council should now wait for the 
Minister to reply on that Constitution 
before we start debating the present 
Constitution. What I mean is to find 
out what the Minister's feelings are 
on this Constitution. 

"However, it appears to me that 
this Constitution is drawn up for a 
nation that's going independent, 
and I certainly will not support any 
move for independence. 

"I expected a simple, non-complex 
authority or a Constitution for execu¬ 
tive power only. Now I find that 
in this draft Constitution Norfolk 
Island will.... suggest a Crown Colony. 

"A few minutes ago, Mr. Chairman, 
you mentioned a report released to 
the press by the Hon. ft. G. Withers 
stating that they had made an announce¬ 
ment thatJNorfolk Island is a territory 
of Australia. 

"Sir, I would prefer the status of 
a territory of Australia instead of a 
Crown Colony. 

"I will not support the Constitution 
in its present form. It will need 
very careful consideration before 
any decision is made, and that's 
what we're here for. 

"I believe we're asking far too 
much by doing this. We’re letting 
our chance of obtaining executive 
authority that we sought when we 
submitted a submission to the Royal 
Commission of what type of gov¬ 
ernment and what type of authority 
we needed." 

Blucher: "first of 
perhaps many drafts" 

Cr. Blucher; "... I didn't prepare 
myself for any address to Council 
this afternoon because being a mem¬ 
ber of the Committee I was one of 
the ones that placed the first draft 
Constitution forward for discussion 


by Council and for discussion by 
the whole of the community. 

"It’s probably more pertinent that 
the Councillors themselves who are 
not on the Committee have most of 
the say this afternoon. 

"What I would like to s ay very' 
briefly, and this has been said at 
other Council meetings, that this 
is a first draft and it is only a first 
draft. There could well be more 
drafts - 2,3,4, even more - by 
the time we reach the plan that we 
hope will work for Norfolk Island, 
and we can only do this by govern¬ 
ment negotiations and with consul¬ 
tation and government agreement. 

"Unfortunately this document 
has been put in such a way that a 
lot of people can’t grasp die mean¬ 
ing, but I'm sure that if this Coun¬ 
cil can work on a second draft in 
a far more simpler way that most 
people can understand I’m sure that 
some of the misconstrued feelings 
about die Constitution will disappear." 

Snell: "give the 
public sure tin" 

Cr. Snell; "Mr. Chairman, I feel 
that a Norfolk Island Constitution 
is a necessity and also very necess¬ 
ary as a follow-up to the proposals 
this Council in its deliberations af¬ 
ter the probable effects of the Nim- 
mo Report in its application would 
have been had it been Introduced 
to Norfolk Island. 

"The decisions and advice tender¬ 
ed at that time were supported by 
the majority of electors, and, as 
we know, this was supported by 
the majority of electors when die 
Minister Sen. Withers was here 
and when he was presented with 
the declarations. 

"From observations and from com¬ 
ments 1 have received, I have con¬ 
cluded that even though this Con¬ 
stitution is only in its infant stage 
it is possibly premature at the pres¬ 
ent time. I would prefer that we 
discontinue any further Council 
discussion on this matter, but refer 
it to an appropriate committee 
for re-valuadons and adjustments 
as public comments are received. 

"I don't think it should be left 
in total abeyance but I think that 
Norfolk Island probably isn’t quite 
ready for a complicated document 
such as this first draft Constitution. 

"I think that, as I heard on the 
radio this afternoon, a more simpli¬ 
fied Constitution is necessary and 
the public given more time to de¬ 
bate on its possible effects, before 
anything of this nature is introduced 
for Norfolk." 

3 0 
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10.2.78 - OEBATE ON 
"PARTLY FREE" NORFOLK 


freedons are listed 


Cr. Ryves; "Mr. Chairman, on page 
14 of the Minutes, Cr. McIntyre drew 
the attention of Council, with no 
doubt good intent, to a statement in 
the Bulletin referring to the Freedom 
House Movement in America and the 
fact that they'd seen fit to classify 
Norfolk Island in its present context 
as being "partly free". 

"1 read this article and, looking 
at the various countries mentioned 
as being "free". I'm at loss to under¬ 
stand how they could get the sort of 
misinformation which would allow 
them to suggest that Norfolk Island 
was "partly free". 

"It is my belief, sir, that we on 
Norfolk Island - and I think Council 
would f do well to reflect on this situa¬ 
tion - are very free, extremely free. 

"It has in one case been- referred 
to as "the shameful truth". I don't 
believe there is any shameful truth 
in this because it is my belief, sir, 
that on Norfolk Island we should be 
counting our blessings that we’ve 
got so much freedom as we've got 
at the moment. 

"I think this is,the very thing that 
brings up the whole context of what 
Norfolk Island is thinking about at 
the moment, in relation to any new 
form of government. 

"I would just remind Council that 
in Norfolk Island at the moment - 
and 1 take this point, and perhaps 
I’m wrong in discussing it at this 
stage but 1 think it's very pertinent 
to get it clearly understood - that 
the freedoms that we have on Nor¬ 
folk Island are many. 

"We're free of pollution, we're 
free of organised crime, free of 
tax and duty, free of television, 
public transport, top-heavy social 
services, unions, workers compen¬ 
sation, parking meters, water and 
land rates and many other personal 
restrictions that people are suffer¬ 
ing in Australia, and 1 know that 
when I came to Norfolk Island I 
came to enjoy the freedom that 
exists here, and I think this is the 
thing we should be fighting for - 
not saying at this moment that 
Norfolk Island is only "partly free". 

"To my way of thinking, sir, 
the only restrictions that have ever 
been placed on the freedom of the 
people on Norfolk Island have been 
done by this Norfolk Island Council 
and I speak of immigration, tourism 


levels, environmental control and 
all those things. 

"I just don't know - and I was wrack¬ 
ing my brains when I read this 
in the Minutes again - as to what 
freedom-restricting legislation 
Australia has ever put on Norfolk 
Island. 

"I'd like any Councillor here 
present to tell me what restrictions 
they've put on us. 

"I think it is important, sir, that 
this Island realizes how very fortunate 
they are and how free we are here to 
do our own thing and move freely, 
and if it wasn't as it is why are so 
many people from America, England, 
Australia wanting to move here. 

"All of us on the Immigration Com¬ 
mittee are continually faced with this 
desire of people to move and enjoy 
the freedom that exists .on Norfolk 
Island. 

"I think we should get things in 
the right perspective and stop yell¬ 
ing these sort of irrational thoughts 
and get down to preserving the thing 
that we've got here..." 

"we do not have re- 
sponslble government" 

Cr. McIntyre: "In reply, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, 1 take Cr. Rjrves' point very 
well. 

"There are many things that we do 
freely and many things for which we 
ought to be aware of how well off 
we are, but there are also other 
things - important matters - where 
we do not have responsible govern¬ 
ment and we do not have the final 
steps that would take us to the defini¬ 
tion of a democracy. 

"The fact the system works very 
well as it is perhaps would have gone 
unnoticed but for the threats posed to 
it by the Nimmo Report, and there 
we saw the possibility arising of de¬ 
cisions being taken affecting the 
whole future of Norfolk Island, al¬ 
tering things that are here which 
we admire and wish to keep, made 
by people for whom we don't vote 
and over whom we have no control, 
and the threat was to pick Norfolk 
up and put in a slot of their own 
choosing, radically altering things 
that we have. 

“In that last step, we don't have 
the control. 

"Now it’s my belief that in pro¬ 
posing to develop the ground work 
that's been laid by this Council - 
and which I think the solemn declara¬ 
tions showed has plenty of popular 
support - I think that if we set out 
to build that to the point where we 
get to the level of having our own 


responsible democratic government 
then I don't see why we should lose 
any of the present freedoms we have. 

"I don't see why we shouldn't 
gain the last ones necessary to com - 
plete democratic government for 
Norfolk Island." 

"I Mould hate to see 
the place destroyed 11 

Cr. Quintal: "...I also take Cr. 

Ryves' point... but I think we're 
very fortunate to have what we 
have today, and I feel If It wasn't 
for past Councils and die way they 
have fought - especially against 
the Nimmo Report - and had only 
sat back and done nothing, we'd 
probably have lost a lot of our free¬ 
dom. 

"I think we have been blessed so 
much this year - blessed so much 
to my way of thinking that we should 
be very happy. 

"The two blessings I’m referring to - 
there aw two main very important ones 
as I see it - and that is a blessing that 
we've had all this beautiful rain and 
the other blessing is the change of 
Ministers from Sen. Withers to Mr. 
Ellicott. 

"I'm very happy about that and 
others are also. 

”We have had blessings all our 
lives here on Norfolk and that's why 
I live here... and I don't blame any¬ 
one for wanting to come to die Island 
because it's such a beautiful place. 

"I would like to see it always kept 
this way. 

"I would hate to see the place des¬ 
troyed by an outside government that 
knows very little about us because 
when in Canberra we learnt quite a 
lot about what some of the parlia¬ 
mentarians thought of Norfolk and 
the way it’s run. 

"I have always felt - and 1 will 
say it again - that the price of 
progress which we are getting is 
sacrifice." 

Cr. Blucher: "... I would like to 
support most of the remarks by 
Cr. Quintal. 

"I take Cr. Ryves' point very 
clearly, also the last statement of 
his that we need to preserve those 
things well. 

"That is what we have been stri¬ 
ving for at least for the last twelve 
months - to preserve those freedoms 
that he mentions - and when that 
threat of breaking down the structure 
of those freedoms is put before us 
we can do nothing else but to do 
our utmost to preserve them. 

"I take those points very well." 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / March 1978 


31 



Norfolk 


the roots of the 
Pitcairners 1 culture 

PROFESSOR DOUGLAS OLIVER'S 
"Ancient Tahitian Society", an 
anthropological study of pre- 
European Tahitians up until the time 
the "Bounty" arrived, was partially 
reviewed in the January issue of The 
News. Here are more observations 
taken from this three volume study. 
They are of interest because in many 
cases the customs then were similar 
or identical to ones still common on 
Norfolk. 

The pre-European Tahitians (or 
Maohis) were great feast lovers. 

They would go to a feast whenever 
one occurred. Their hospitality was 
almost boundless and generally they 
gave food away to visitors without 
expectation of return. However, says 
Oliver, the actual transactions were 
sometimes "hedged about with many 
qualifications, or were undertaken 
with other purposes in mind. Most 
acts of food generosity seem to have 
involved a more or less explicit ex¬ 
pectation of return, whether in the 
form of a conventionally defined 
and immediately presented counter¬ 
gift or of some unspecified present 
to be made in die indefinite future." 
In other words, things usually evened 
themselves out in the long run or were 
expected to. 

"The principle of food generosity 
was apparently so widely prevalent 
that there may have been occasions 
on which food circulated outside the 
contexts of hospitality - that is, to 
j>ersons from elsewhere not physically 
present in the donor's own household." 
One is reminded immediately of Nor¬ 
folk and of all die local fish, jams, 
jellies and avocadoes carried to loved 
ones in Australia, New Zealand and 
elsewhere. 

Sometimes we hear tourists com¬ 
plain that there are no local open 
markets where fresh fruits, vegetables 
and fish can be purchased. Usually 
these markets, such as Koki in Port 
Moresby, Suva market in Fiji and 
the market of Ouvea in New Cale¬ 
donia are a colourful attraction and 
fill a local social need as well. 
Women love to gossip while select¬ 
ing their families' favourite foods. 


LIVING 



However, in the Tahiti of the Pit¬ 
cairners' ancestors families grew 
only what they required for their 
own tables. In times of scarcity or 
emergency one had recourse to their 
friends for supply. Certainly, with 
a few exceptions, this is still the 
practice on Norfolk. 

The Maohis occasionally used 
food in barter transactions as for ex¬ 
ample, "a fisherman who supplied 
his neighbors with fish received from 
them canoes, hogs, fruit roots and 
cloth." There are a number of refer¬ 
ences to the use of food as payment 
for-services. "To carpenters for help 
in building bouses, to specialists in 
diagnosing and curing ailments, to 
priests in conducting rites. ” No doc¬ 
tor ex Minister on Norfolk would ever 
be without gifts of food from local 
islanders. 

Island foods eaten today are rem¬ 
iniscent of those eaten by the Maohis. 
"Taro was the principle cultivated 
f ood plant and it is thought it was 
introduced to the islands by them. 

It was baked or eaten in puddings. 
Tender young leaves and stems of 
the plants, having a flavor like spin¬ 
ach, were also eaten. Pilbi taro 
and taro fritters are both popular Isl¬ 
and dishes. 

The sweet potato was cultivated 
by the Maohis." Called the " 'umara" 
(pronounced almost like ’kumera') it 
was very sweet, seldom mealy and 
sometimes quite soft. It was baked 
in stone ovens. Actually, the people 
preferred breadfruit to " ’umara" and 
it was mainly eaten when breadfruit 
was scarce. Here on Norfolk we 
have the kumera , a delicious sweet 
potato which is used in many island 
dishes. 

The Maohis cultivated bananas in 
groves near their houses. They were 
not grown in an orderly manner. 
Captain Bligh wrote in 1792, ”1 
never saw a regular Plantain Walk 
in Otaheite - a few trees are stuck 
in about their houses, and others are 
dispersed around the hills in Ihe same 
manner. 

"The fruit is not often allowed to 
ripen on die trees, but it is generally 
cut down as soon as it has reached its 


full size, and while yet green; the 
bunch is then hung up in the native 
houses to ripen, and eaten as each 
turns yellow. When they wish to 
accelerate their ripeness for a public 
entertainment, they cut them down 
green, wrap them in leaves, and bury 
them for 36 or 48 hours in the earth... " 

In the Sunshine Club’s cook book, 
there are lovely recipes for using 
green bananas as well as ripe ones. 

"Sugarcane was cultivated in small 
patches by the Maohis near their 
houses. The stalk was chewed between 
meals, and it was particularly favored 
as sustenance on journeys. ” How many 
island homes have small patches of 
sugarcane near their homes? Quite a 
number. 

"Maohis placed a high value upon 
their pigs. They made tools out of 
pig bones, but their principle use of 
pigs was for food. The native pigs 
lived entirely on a vegetable and 
fruit diet. They were baked in earth 
ovens with several hot stones in their 
bellies which were crammed full of 
clean, green leaves as well. Around 
the hog were put bananas, breadfruit 
and the whole covered with green 
leaves, more hot stones and then 
covered with earth. Baked this way 
for two hours and ten minutes - the 
oven was opened and the hog taken 
out and laid on green leaves already 
spread for the purpose on die floor." 

At Bounty Day feasts and other spe¬ 
cial occasions, a suckling pig lies 
ceremoniously on banana leaves 
for all to enjoy. 

"Maohis, from early descriptions 
of their islands, were thought to be 
rather indifferent farmers and swine¬ 
herds but ardent and skilful fisher¬ 
men. It is thought that fishing was 
the most technically developed of 
their subsistence activities. It is 
one in which they took most pleasure - 
fishing being nearer to our Western 
category of "sport” than to our "toil". 
Fishing was, of course, a means of 
procuring food but also an amuse¬ 
ment. The chiefs wanted to excel. 
Fishing was dene with a line at high 
tide, a net in lakes or bays or with 
spears on die reefs. Some men were 
skilful enough to catch free-swim¬ 
ming fish by band. ’’ 

It would be hard to find many 
islanders, men or women, who 
didn't derive endless pleasure from 
fishing in and around the waters of 
Norfolk. And they are skilful tool 
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TWO HOUSEWIVES were discuss¬ 
ing high cost of power on Norfolk 
Island. "I think it is dreadful," 
said one, - "I am seriously think¬ 
ing of using lamps and candles. 
People did here not so long ago!" 

I thought to myself I wonder 
would you? Not me.* Along with 
my car and fridge, I bless the 
power if for lighting alone, not 
to mention washing machines, 
deep freezes, irons, frypans and 
many more mod coris many of us 
did not have when our children 
were small. 

Talk is easy and good old days 
easy to refer to, perhaps just be¬ 
cause the good things come to 
mind more quickly than the not- 
so-good things. How many of us 
"oldies" have waited In die fast 
fading light while our man of die 


house has been pulling, swearing, 
muttering all kinds of curses on 
the "bloke" who invented those 
temperamental motors that 
supposed to drive (or whatever 
they dojequally temperamental 
generators. 

Then one remembers one has 
not bought that mantle for the 
lamp. 

By this time irate man puts 
his head out the door of the 
"gennie” shed and says: "You'd 
better use the Alladin tonight - 
something wrong with this very 
colourful motor!" 

By now the only thing generated 
is a temper: one very timidly re¬ 
plies to the effect that you think 
you forgot to get a mantle so It 
had better be candles.lt may be 
romantic to dine by candlelight 


■ BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


WITH THE SWING to white wines 
it followed naturally that vignerons 
would look for new markets for reds 
and, logically, at lighter styles 
which have the advantages of not 
needing to be aged (therefore less 
expensive) and, of being amenable 
to chilling, wherein lies part of the 
appeal of white wine. 

The Bond has recently brought in 
a Stanley Clare Valley Beaujolais 
which is, of course, named after 
the wines of the area in the French 
Burgundy region where Gamay grapes 


are used in their making. Gamay, 
however, is rather rare in Australia 
and Stanley have used Shiraz, Gren- 
acbe and Cabernet. 

The result, in my opinion. Is not 
a Beaujolais but, nevertheless, a 
very pleasant light, dry red. Price 
$2.25. 

Turning to a traditional Australian 
red I have just tried die Orlando 
Jacob'* Creek Claret vintaged in 
1976 from Shiraz, Cabernet and 
Malbec. As this takes its name from 
the place where Johann Gramp plant¬ 



MARCH IS HERE once again and 
time to do a bit of tidying up around 
our gardens. 

Cut back any shrubs that need to 
be pruned. Crepe myrtle, hydrangeas 
are two that come to mind. 

Make a sowing of winter flower¬ 
ing sweetpeas --if you have a sunny 
position so much the better. Morn¬ 
ing sun, of course, for preference 
although later flowering varieties 
do quite well with a western aspect. 

In flats, the following seeds may 


be set: 

Cauliflower, brussel sprouts, 
green broccoli, pansies, stock, 
nemesia, marigold (calendula) 
are some. 

Life and dry any gladiola corms 
that have died’off. Do be patient 
and do not lift while there is any 
green in foliage as you may well 
damage corm. Besides, those green 
leaves are sdll feeding the newly 
formed corm which will throw next 
season’s flowers. When the corms 


but to live by it is something else. 

I guess many mothers have had 
this experience - a little voice 
in the dark saying "Mummy, I 
feel sick'." Up jumps mummy, 
reaches for the lamp only half a- 
wake, knocks it over so feels her 
way to bedroom, lights a match, 
lboks about for candle, reaches it 
just as the match burns a finger, 
fumbles about, candle jumps out 
of makeshift holder, rolls about, and, 
finally, just as it rolls under the bed 
cranes the little voice, "Sorry, I 
couldn't wait any longer mummy!" 

An hour later, mummy goes back 
to bed but takes just a minute to 
wish we were on real power. 

Oh no! Candlelight may be ro- 
• mantic but I will settle for the 
not-so-romantlc and "oh so expen¬ 
sive" power. 

No wee children now but not so 
agile either. 

But power or no power, I do not 
regret raising a family here in those 
days of less mod cons but slow tempo 
living and quiet gentle people. 


ed the first vines in the Barossa Vall¬ 
ey in 1847 and also, laid the founda¬ 
tion of Orlando, one could expect 
it to be presented as an expensive, 
prestige line. In fact, it is a well 
balanced wine, smoother than most 
Claret styles, with a slightly astrin¬ 
gent finish and keenly priced at $2.25. 
It should be worthwhile to cellar a 
few bottles for a couple of years. 

Let us hope the wine makers do 
not get too carried away with new 
styles but continue making good, 
honest, moderately priced reds. 

Finally, I hope you were not mis¬ 
led last month by my final remarks 
on the Quelltaler 1971 Semi lion which 
should have read .. give it good 
breathing time - half an hour would 
not be too much. ’’ 


are quite dry, peel of outside cov¬ 
ering, remove old corm, dust with 
a good insecticide, and store in 
cool place. Onion bag is ideal. 
Remember also that rats will eat 
gladiola cram. 

Have you tried ramincula fra 
a lovely show and delightful as 
cut blooms? These are easy to 
grow successfully here -- just' 
keep from getting too dry and 
you will get quite a long flower¬ 
ing period. 

If your dahlias, like mine, are 
still making a good show, don't 
wait until they show signs of mil¬ 
dew -- give them a spray with 
Kara thane. They should bloom 
fra some time yet. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / March 1978 






va Z a iTn Jl 


AS I SIT DOWN to tell you something 
about the happenings here on Norfolk 
during February, I‘m looking out of 
the window and admiring the glorious 
mooa light. The last few nights have 
been so bright that one could see quite 
clearly to do some digging in the gar¬ 
den, if one felt so inclined: (Or just 
sit out on the verandah and enjoy the 
absolute peace and tranquility.) It 
was on nights such as this many years 
ago when parties used to go out horse- 
riding. There's hardly a breath of 
wind tonight - I bet there are many 
people dotted around the Island enjoy¬ 
ing being outside at a barbeque and 
Michele Campion will be hoping to¬ 
morrow is another perfect day for her 
marriage to Leslie Quintal, youngest 
son of Joy and Greg Quintal. 

This week has been a very busy 
and interesting one for the Guiding 
Movement which on Wednesday, 22nd 
February, celebrated not only Think¬ 
ing Day but its 50th birthday of Guid¬ 
ing here on the Island. The occasion 
was marked by the issue of a new set 
of stamps to commemorate the event. 
and the guides and brownies held a pic¬ 
nic tea and campfire down at die 
Youth Compound at Kingston to which 
all past and present guides and brownies 
were invited along with die cubs and 
scouts. It was another perfect evening 
weather-wise and by all accounts one 
and all had a marvellous time. On 
Saturday morning, 25th February, die 
guides - both present and past - are 
planning a march past through die shop¬ 
ping centre and ihey will also be con¬ 
ducting a street stall outside the Atlan¬ 
tic Centre to raise funds to carry out 
maintenance work on the Guide Hall. 
Sunday morning will find them again 
all dressed in their uniforms for the 
Church Parade at All Saints Church, 
Kingston. 

Mrs. Gwen Findlay, one of Nor¬ 
folk's first girl guides, recalled how 
the Movement was commenced on 
die Island by Mrs. Stopp, whose hus¬ 
band was Official Secretary to the 
Administrator. She was assisted in 
her work by Iris and Vi Christian. 

The guides at that time used to 
meet in die grounds of the school 
until it was Welded to build die 
Guide Hall. The land adjoining 
the school was leased from the Ad¬ 
ministration at 1/- per year. In 
1936 the first pine tree was donated 
for the timber and Mr. Charles (Ett) 


Christian did the milling for 8/- per 
hundred super feet. By 1940 the 
hall was completed and officially 
opened. Fay Bataille, although too 
young at that time to be a guide, 
attended all meetings, camps etc. 
and was called the guide "mascot". 
Then after being old enough to be 
a guide, Fay retained her interest 
in the movement as the captain 
and has been the guide captain ever 
since. 

In the window of Ure, Lynam's 
office is a very interesting display of 
photographs showing the first group 
of guides with their leaders right up 
to recent photographs taken last year 
at the guide and scout rally held at 
Kingston. One photo which really 
took my fancy showed a group of 
guides all sitting in the back of an 
old jalopy waiting to be taken camp- 
ing! 

Although the day was somewhat 
showery for Michele and Leslie's 
wedding, it certainly didn't "damp¬ 
en anyone's spirits". The bridal par¬ 
ty looked really beautiful. Michele 
was dreSsed in a long formal wedding 
gown which had a scooped neck, 
long sleeves and a cumerbund at 
the waist. The train was finely 
edged with guipure lace and with the 
fingertip veil she was a truly radiant 
bride. Her bridesmaids wore cream 
long dresses with shoestring straps 
which crossed over at the back and 
over this they wore a three-quarter 
length tunic-type chiffon top in apri¬ 
cot tonings which was edged with 
the same material as the dress. 

The effect was superb, especially 
with the three groomsmen dressed 
in dark brown suits. They all pro¬ 
vided a colourful backdrop for the 
bride and groom. Leslie was dress¬ 
ed in a white suit. 

The wedding was held at the 
Mission Chapel which, I believe, 
looked quite spectacular. Large 
masses of sunflowers gave a brilliant 
splash of colour in the font and the 
pews were beautifully decorated 
with frangipanni and maidenhair 
fern. After the ceremony the guests 
made their way to the home of the 
bride's parents at Longridge. The 
back garden was colourfully decor¬ 
ated with palm leaves and hibiscus - 
an unusual feature was the bridal 
table which was a long piece of 
Norfolk pine cut from the middle 


of the tree which had the bark still 
left on it and all was stained a dark 
brown -- most effective: With 
much pleasure and enjoyment the 
members of the Wives and Mothers 
Club had been busy during the day 
preparing the wedding breakfast. 

It is always fun catering for such a 
happy event as a wedding: 

I think the small group of staunch 
supporters of the Parents & Citizens 
Association of the School couldn't 
believe their eyes last Thursday 
night as the school library began 
overflowing with parents and interest¬ 
ed citizens who had gathered together 
for die first P & C meeting for 1978. 
Before presenting his report, the new 
Principal, Mr. Ray Wilkinson, in- 
■ troduced each of the new teachers 
who were all present at the meeting. 
They include Mr. John Epis - Spe¬ 
cial Master and Deputy Headmaster; 

Mr. Trevor Allen - Secondary Eng¬ 
lish; Mr. Paul Webster - Social 
Sciences; Miss Patricia Knight - 
1st Class; Mr. Bob Lavender - Pri¬ 
mary 3rd Class and Mrs. Anne Jen¬ 
kins - Art and Home Economics. 

The parents present realised how for¬ 
tunate the pupils at the school are 
in having such a fine group of teach¬ 
ers, especially when Mr. Wilkinson 
pointed out that there were over 400 
applicants for each vacancy. For 
his part, he said it was a pleasure to 
work with such experienced teachers 
as the staff at his previous school had 
been mainly teachers fresh from Teach¬ 
ers College. Mr. Wilkinson congratu¬ 
lated the Administration and the P & 

C for providing and maintaining such 
a well equipped school. He said he 
believed in being firm, but fair, with 
die children and so far there had been 
no problems; both teachers and pupils 
had all settled in happily during the 
first four weeks of the term. One 
point Mr. Wilkinson mentioned which 

I found most interesting - he said he 
found the children here were better 
communicators than their peers on 
the mainland. This he felt could be 
one of the advantages of no television 
on the Island - the children on the 
mainland are used to sitting in front 
of the "box" from teatime till often 

II and 12 o'clock at night, and there¬ 
fore are used to just listening, watch¬ 
ing and being entertained. After the 
meeting everyone adjourned to the 
Home Science room for a cup of tea and 
and to chat socially with the teachers. 
With a group of such enthusiastic and 
interested teachers, both old and new, 

I think the children will have an ex¬ 
citing and exhilarating 1978. Now, it's 
up to die parents to give them support 
and encouragement through continuing 
to attepd the P & C meetings: 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON &. CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

I agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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The Conflict 
between 
Australia 
and 

Norfolk Island 

STATEMENT BY PITCAIRNERS 
UNITED NATIONS ASSN. REPORT 


COUNCIL AND MINISTERIAL POSITIONS 


I nte r nat ions I duty free 
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ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


| | RADIOS -- CASSETTES 


| | BABY BU GGIES 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO AKAI 

n HI - FI EQUIPME NT 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO AKAI SANYO 

j |WA TCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
N1VADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


FAMOUS FOLDING TYPE 
| | FI SHING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| | FI REARMS & AMMUNITION 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

| | NOVELTIES & G IFTS 


| | APPLIANCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

[~~1 TYPEWRIT ERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ SEWING & KNITTING 
MACHINES _ 

BROTHER - FAMOUS FOR 
QUALITY AND STYLING 


BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

□ CIG ARETT E LIGHTERS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

j | SUE D E & LEAT HE R COAT S 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

[ [ NAVIGA TIONAL EQUIPM ENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 


□ SPOR TING EQU IPM E NT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

| |DIVI NG G EAR 


| | BI_NOC_U LARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 
| | PHO T OGRA P HIC 

SANKYO MOVIE CAMERAS & PROJECTORS 


LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 
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MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 
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SPECIAL ISSUE 


THROUGH ITS MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS the A ultra ii an Government 
indicated last month that it no longer considers Norfolk Island a separate 
and distinct place, and is no longer willing to acknowledge the existence 
of the Pitcairn people as a distinct race who are entitled to special rights 
in Norfolk as their racial homeland. A Cabinet decision to enforce these 
new policies is imminent. 

This issue of The News is entirely devoted to four of the main 
.elements in the conflict created by Australia's plans. 

The first is a submission made to the Government by the Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers. The Society is the principal organi¬ 
sation speaking for the Pitcairners, whose families make up more than 
half of the Island's permanent population. The Society’s submission is 
the most intelligent and forceful statement ever made by the Pitcairners 
in their generations-long effort to regain self-government in their own 
land. 

This issue also includes the complete text of a report that has been 
sent to the Minister for Home Affairs and the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
by the United Nations Association of Australia. It calls for an immediate 
change in Australia's policies toward Norfolk, which it says are in flagrant 
violation of commitments Australia has undertaken to the United Nations. 

Finally there is a report on the visit of the Minister for Home Affairs 
to Norfolk last month. It reveals the Australian Government's current 
position, as it can be inferred from the Minister's comments, and the pos¬ 
ition of the Norfolk Island Council, which is the only elected body repre¬ 
senting all the people of Norfolk. 

Australia intends to act within three months and could act within a 
matter of weeks. It is hoped that this issue will present a clear picture 
of the situation to those who care deeply about Norfolk, or about the 
principles that are involved, so that they may act as quickly as has now 
become necessary. 


The Norfolk Island News is published by Ed Howard. P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899. All contents 
Airmail subscriptions; Australia $10, N. Z. $A16. Pacific Islands $A18, USA-UK $A24i shortened if j 
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A HONDA 

Accord 


A Highly Spirited Sedan 
With Hatchback Styling 
Crowned by an Unexpected 
Touch of Economic Luxury 


a really luxurious amount of 
interior space, with spirited per¬ 
formance and 2-door hatchback 
styling to make it welcome in 
markets around the world. Good 
fuel economy, quiet running and 


an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. In addition, 
it's easy to drive, has superb 
handling and great drive-ability. 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 



The Pitcairn Race, 

The Nimmo Report, and 
The Future of Norfolk Island 


FULL TEXT OF A SUBMISSION MADE BY THE SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS 
OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS ON NORFOLK ISLAND TO HON. R. J. ELLICOTT, 
O.C., M. P. . MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS, ON 18TH MARCH, 1978 * 


On 3rd March, 1978, it was an¬ 
nounced that the recently-appointed 
Minister for Home Affairs, Hon. 

R.J. Ellicott, would visit ifae Island 
from 18th to 21st March for the pur¬ 
pose of holding discussions on the 
Nimmo Report. 

This submission has been pre¬ 
pared by the Society of Descendants 
of the Pitcairn Settlers, and was 
reviewed in detail and unanimous¬ 
ly endorsed at a general meeting 
of members of the Society on 13th 


March, 1978. Its purpose is to pro¬ 
vide the Minister with information 
which the Society believes is essen¬ 
tial to an understanding of the Pit¬ 
cairn position and the Implications 
of the recommendations of Sir 
John Nimmo's Report. 

This submission is made on be¬ 
half of the Society, but die mem¬ 
bers of the Society sincerely be¬ 
lieve it is in keeping with the views 
of the great majority of Pitcairn 
descendants living on Norfolk Island. 


The submission is divided into 
die following sections; 

I. Specific findings of the 
Commissioner concerning 
the Pitcairners, and the 
Society's comments on 
these findings. 

II. The Future of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers and Their Survival as a 
Distinct Race. 

HI. Information and statistics 
concerning the position of 
the Pitcairners in die Ufe 
of Norfolk Island today. 


SECTION I. SPECIFIC FINDINGS OF THE COMMISSIONER CONCERNING THE 

PITCAIRNERS, AND THE SOCIETY'S COMMENTS ON THESE FINDINGS. 


The Norfolk Island Council has 
pointed out some serious factual 
errors in the Nimmo Report. We 
will not repeat what the Council has 
said, although we endorse its crit¬ 
icism of the Report. 

We are concerned in this submis¬ 
sion with errors in many of the sup¬ 
posed "findings" of die Commission¬ 
er as to the history and present con¬ 
dition of the Pitcairn people. 

We offer the following comments 
on statements made by Sir John 
Nimmo in his "Report of the Royal 
Commission into matters relating 
to Norfolk Island". 

(Where words are directly quoted, 
the quotes are from Sir John Nimme's 
published Report. Page numbers 
shown are also from his Report.) 


• Sub-headings used in Section I have 
been added, and did not appear in the 
original submission. 


1 . THE CRIMES OF THE 
"BOUNTY" MUTINEERS 


Sir John Nimmo comments; 

The early history of Pitcairn Island 
included a series of murders "follow¬ 
ing disagreements over rights to the 
favours of the females". The first 
murder was "arranged" by Fletcher 
Christian. After aU the Tahitian 
men had been murdered, the Eng¬ 
lish sailors and Tahitian women 
“’duly held a celebration" (P.27). 

"The men, however, on each oc¬ 
casion, exhibited an interesting in¬ 
dication of their needs and priorities 
by not killing the women” (P.28). 

For eleven years there was "mu¬ 
tiny, piracy, attempted murder, 
murder, arson, suicide, theft, assault, 
battery, abduction and probably car¬ 
nal knowledge and rape... ” (P.28). 
The Society answers; 

While it is true, the Pitcairn race 
was begun by fathers who were in¬ 


volved in violence, we do not be¬ 
lieve that a listing of their crimes, 
possible crimes and imagined un¬ 
savoury behaviour, is necessary to 
an understanding of their descen¬ 
dants. 

If their crimes are to be emphasiz¬ 
ed, other facts might also be men¬ 
tioned. Captain Bligh, against whom 
they mutinied, was also mutinied 
against by senior officers when Bligh 
was Governor of New South Wales. The 
"Bounty" crew were not dregs of the 
London docks, but were hand-picked 
from volunteers for the "Bounty's" 
voyage. Fletcher Christian himself 
came from an old and respected fam - 
ily with a weU documented ancestory 
tracing back to 534 A.D. 

Other unsavoury matters cited by 
the Commissioner - the "favours erf 
the females" being the main source 
of die trouble, the "arrangement" 
of a murder, and the "celebration" 
of later murders - are colouring, or 
rather discolouring, and are not 
historically verifiable facts. 


5 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / April 1978 



2. THE MOVE TO TAHITI 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

In 1831 the Pitcairners were trans¬ 
ferred to Tahiti to give them better 
natural resources. This transfer was 
unsuccessful, and "after repeated 
requests to be returned to Pitcairn, 
the survivors were shipped home". 

The Society answers; 

In 1831 the Pitcairners were moved 
from Pitcairn to Tahiti by British 
order entirely without their prior 
consultation. The move was a 
failure. In fact, 16 Pitcairners 
died when an epidemic of fever 
took its toll. The Pitcairners were 
not "shipped home" to Pitcairn. 

They arranged their own passage, 
with the help of missionaries, pub¬ 
lic donations in Tahiti and by sell¬ 
ing many of the copper bolts of the 
"Bounty" which had been brought to 
Tahiti from Pitcairn by the Islanders. 

The Islanders returned to Pitcairn 
aboard the American whaler 
"Charles Doggett” in September 1833. 


3. THE PROMISES MADE 
TO THE PITCAIRNERS 


Sir John Nimmo comments: 

In 1856 the Pitcairners were trans¬ 
ferred to Norfolk Island. They and 
their descendants believed that all 
of Norfolk Island was promised to 
them and that they were assured 
that they could continue governing 
themselves. 

In the 1975 Royal Commission, 
however, "no evidence was pro¬ 
duced to support this claim" (P. 41). 
Governor Sir William Denison, of 
New South Wales, was in fact "su¬ 
preme legislator" for Norfolk Island 
(P.44). 

The Society answers ; 

The clear terms and conditions 
proposed by the British Government 
on which the Pitcaliners agreed to 
re-settle on Norfolk Island in 1856 
can be found in official British docu¬ 
ments. These have been brought to 
notice since the publication of the 
Royal Commission Report, although 
all were readily available to the 
Commissioner. 

The Pitcairners were to be grant¬ 
ed all land on Norfolk Island, with 
some 700 acres reserved foe their 
community use. 

They were to continue governing 


themselves without interference 
from any other colony. 

It is worth noting that while the 
Commissioner states that "no evi¬ 
dence was produced" concerning 
the Pitcairners' right to own all of 
Norfolk, individually or in common, 
he stated elsewhere in his report 
that "one cannot escape the back¬ 
ground implications of the original 
promises - Norfolk Island basically 
was to be a new homeland for die 
Pitcairners" (P.39). He makes no 
other reference to those "original 
promises", but obviously realised 
that promises were indeed made. 

Governor Sir William Denison was 
not "supreme legislator" for Norfolk 
Island. A Colonial Office mem¬ 
orandum of 27th February, 1858 sta¬ 
ted that the Pitcairners on Norfolk 
Island had "the whole executive 
and legislative, and a considerable 
part of the judicial authority on the 
island", and noted that laws made 
by the Pitcairners on Norfolk Island 
could only be disallowed by Order 
in Council. 


4. THE ADMISSION OF 
NEW SETTLERS 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

Pitcairners sold some Norfolk 
Island land to new settlers. This 
was a voluntary departure from the 
government policy that the island 
was to be reserved only for the Pit¬ 
cairners. It greatly displeased Gov¬ 
ernor Denison (P. 37). 

The Society comments: 

The sale of some Norfolk Island 
land to new settlers was not a de¬ 
parture from any government policy 
toward Norfolk Island. It was con¬ 
sistent with the fact that occasional 
new settlers have always been ad¬ 
mitted into die Pitcairn (and later 
Norfolk) community. It was entire¬ 
ly consistent with the government's 
approval of Governor Denison’s own 
recommendation that "land should 
be transferred to the newcomers (i.e. 
the Pitcairn settlers on Norfolk) in 
such a manner as to give them a 
right to deal with it as their own". 


5. THE "DEFECTIONS" 
BACK TO PITCAIRN 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 
Within the first seven years of 


their arrival at Norfolk, there were 
two "defections" of families who 
moved back to Pitcairn Island be¬ 
cause of "homesickness” (P.34). 

The Society comments; 

The return to Pitcairn Island by 
two groups of families, in 1858 and 
1863, is not fairly called a "defec¬ 
tion" and was not the result simply 
of "homesickness". The heads of 
die returning families, seeing that 
the promises made to the Pitcairners 
had not been kept, preferred to go 
back to the harder, but freer, life 
on Pitcairn. 


6. NORFOLK ISLAND AS THE 
PITCAIRNERS' HOMELAND 


Sir John comments: 

The policy that Norfolk Island 
was to be reserved for the Pitcairn¬ 
ers was "split apart and into frag¬ 
ments" in 1866, when the Melanes¬ 
ian Mission was allowed to buy 
about 1, 000 acres on the island 
(P. 38). 

The Society comments: 

In saying that die policy of re¬ 
serving Norfolk Island for Pitcairn¬ 
ers was "split apart and into frag¬ 
ments” in 1866, the Commissioner 
implies that the island long ago 
ceased being, as a matter of gov¬ 
ernment policy, the homeland of 
our people. This is incorrect. It 
is our homeland now, and Pitcairn 
descendants living in other countries 
are permitted, by government pol¬ 
icy, to retHtn to Norfolk Island with¬ 
out restrictions !that apply to would- 
be immigrants who are not Pitcairn¬ 
ers. 

It is significant that in 1865 the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
objected to the indiscriminate grant¬ 
ing of Norfolk Island to outsiders, 
saying that die islanders "might con¬ 
sider it at variance with the pledges 
held out to them when they left 
Pitcairn Island". 


7. "PRIORITIES 
IN TURPITUDE" 


Sir John Nimmo comments; 

Two laws requested by the Pitcairn¬ 
ers, creating a £10 fine for fornication 
and a £1 fine fra reckless driving, 
show "the relative importance placed 
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upon such misdemeanours by the Pit¬ 
cairners, and their priorities in turpi¬ 
tude" (P. 45). 

The Society comments; 

The early fines of £10 and £1 cited 
by the Commissioner are not a re¬ 
flection of the Pitcairners' "prior¬ 
ities in turpitude". The fine fa £10 
for fornication was fixed by Governor 
Denison. 


8. EFFECTS OF INBREEDING 


Sir John Nimmo comments: 

There were "ill effects from too 
close inbreeding amongst the Pit¬ 
cairners" (P. 39). 

The Society comments; 

The Commissioner's mention of "ill 
effects from too close inbreeding 
amongst die Pitcairners” is defama¬ 
tory to us and is contrary to the find¬ 
ings of a published scientific study 
on Pitcairn and Norfolk Island in the 
1920/30's conducted by Harry L. 
Shapiro, later President of the Ameri¬ 
can Anthropological Association who 
found no evidence of any physical 
or mental deterioration whatever, 
apart from some dental problems of 
unknown origin on Pitcairn. 


9. THE DETERIORATION 
OF THE PITCAIRNERS 


Sir John Nimmo comments; 

Although the Pitcairners had been 
admirable in the early and mid 19tb 
century, by 1885 on Norfolk Island 
they had deteriorated. They were 
reported by a Sydney magistrate as 
follows: 

"Here, the whole system, and 
everything arising fran it, is 
rotten... I believe there is more 
immorality of all kinds here, 
according to population, than 
in any other civilised part of the 
world" (P. 30). 

The Society answers ; 

The excerpt from the 1885 report 
of Henry Wilkinson, cited by the 
Commissioner as evidence of the 
moral deterioration of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers on Norfolk, is an untruthful and 
emotional outburst, taken out of 
context. The Pitcairners had not, 
even by the wildest stretch of ihe 
imagination, become the most im¬ 
moral people in the civilised world. 


Statistics concerning ex-nuptial 
births on the island at the time, 
which can be calculated from Wil¬ 
kinson's own report, indicate that 
they were probably not materially 
different from those in New South 
Wales at the same time. 

The most flagrant crime des¬ 
cribed by Wilkinson was referred 
to by him as "a serious case erf subb¬ 
ing" but proved to be a quarrel be¬ 
tween two sisters, one of whom threw 
a pair of scissors at the other, cutt¬ 
ing her on the arm. 

Wilkinson's sutement that "the 
whole system and everything arising 
from it is rotten" conflicts with other 
contemporary reports telling of the 
island's peaceable society, and seems 
to us an extravagant and unwarranted 
inclusion in the Commissioner’s 1915 
Report. 


10. THE EVICTIONS 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

A "disruptive" event occurred in 
1908. Houses at Kingston "had been 
occupied by the Pitcairners who allow¬ 
ed them to fall into a sute of disre¬ 
pair. Some of die Pitcairners refused 
to accept occupation licences, which 
would have required them to repair 
and maintain their rent-free buildings, 
and they were evicted in 1908" (P.45). 
The Society comments; 

the houses at Kingston, occupied by 
the Pitcairners, were not reserved as 
Crown property. An internal Colonial 
Office memorandum of 1908, the year 
of the evictions, said "The argument... 
that the houses in question were in a 
Government reserve is not worth much. 
For it is clear that Sir Wm. Denison 
meant only those bouses not needed 
by the people to be reserved, which 
de facto was not the case with these 
houses." 

The "occupation licences" referred 
to by the Commissioner were not sim - 
ply licences but were actually releases 
of any future claim to ownership of 
the houses. Most Pitcairners refused 
to sign such releases and were evicted. 

Perhaps the main reason that the 
houses were in less than good repair 
was that there was no trained plaster¬ 
er on Norfolk Island. Following the 
evictions the Government did not re¬ 
pair die houses but let them decay in¬ 
to ruin. 


11. PROPORTION.OF LAND 
OWNED BY PITCAIRNERS 


Sir John Nimmo comments; 

Pitcairners allege that land owner¬ 
ship on Norfolk Island is deeply im¬ 
portant to diem, but in fact there is 
"obvious evidence of willingness to 
sell what was allegedly such a highly 
regarded and traditional possession, 
provided the price was attractive 
enough." As a result, "less than 
half of die original earlier ^ants of 
land are still in the hands of Pitcairn 
descendants" (P.12). 

The Society comments; 

The Commissioner implies that 
Pitcairners generally are quick to 
sell their land if the price is right. 
That is incorrect. A few of them 
have been. Some, fa personal rea¬ 
sons, have had to place land on die 
market but have done this with great¬ 
est reluctance. 

The majority of both freehold and 
Crown leasehold land on Nafolk is 
in die hands of Pitcairners, accading 
to a 1911 analysis by die Registrar. 
The Royal Commission Repat is in 
error in stating that less than half 
is in Pitcairn hands. 


12. THE MOTIVES OF 
NEW SETTLERS 


Sir John Nimmo conments; 

Many non-Pitcairners have settled 
on Norfolk Island, particularly since 
the early 1960's. With "a few not¬ 
able exceptions" these people have 
come to the island "predoninantly 
fa the monetary advantage which 
the business opportunities and taxa¬ 
tion status, of die island affad them" 

(P. 69). 

The Society comments; 

The reasons that have caused 
"mainlanders" to wish to settle on 
Norfolk Island in recent years are prob¬ 
ably known only to die individuals 
themselves. 

On the basis of our knowledge of 
Norfolk Island, we believe the Com¬ 
missioner's opinion - that all but a 
few newcomers have come here fa 
money reasons - is incorrect and un¬ 
fair. Perhaps a few people have come 
here fa such reasons. We believe the 
great majaity have come fa much 
broader human reasons, and they have 
on the whole been well-received by 
Pitcairners and have fitted well Into 
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the community. 

More recently, immigration policies 
have made the purchase of a business 
a pre-requisite of entry into the island. 
Many people, attracted by the beauty 
of the island, the strong community 
feeling, and the freedom from stress 
and pressure, have bought a business 
in order to settle here. If such people 
must prove they are not interested in 
financial gain by running their busi¬ 
ness in a mediocre, inefficient manner, 
surely no one benefits. 

In no way were the Pitcairners them¬ 
selves disadvantaged by the presence 
of tax-avoidance schemes on Norfolk 
Island. They provided revenue through 
company registrations, employment to 
a few in offices, and had far less effect 
on the visible landscape and on our 
life-style than commercial-tourist de¬ 
velopment. We have only been threat¬ 
ened with economic deprivation when 
such activities have attracted unwarrant¬ 
ed attentions from the Australian gov¬ 
ernment, and when, to protect her own 
interests, Australia has extended her 
taxation legislation to Norfolk Island. 


13. BITTER RESENTMENT 
AND ECONOMIC 
DEPRIVATION 


Sir John Nimmo comments; 

“Many Pitcairn descendants bitter¬ 
ly resent what they regard as the mis¬ 
use of their island by many newcom¬ 
ers. .. they equally resent the presence 
of commercialism... (and they) feel 
that they have become the economi¬ 
cally deprived inhabitants of their 
homeland, (and) fear that before long 
they will lose control over their own, 
destiny and of their Island” (P. 62-3). 
The Society comments; 

As Pitcairners, we disagree most 
strongly with the Commissioner's 
generalisation that we "bitterly re¬ 
sent" supposed misuse of the island 
and its commercial devel opment, 
and that we feel "economically de¬ 
prived" in our own homeland. Such 
complaints may perhaps be heard 
from a few persons and would be no 
different from the objections voiced 
in any country or community against 
materialism or commercialism. 

Many people in any country hark back 
to the good old days but would be un¬ 
willing to go back if given the oppor¬ 
tunity. 

In reality, commercial development 
has meant that new job opportunities 
have been created rather than newcom¬ 


ers filling existing positions. Young 
people have had opportunities to de¬ 
velop new skills and to find suitable 
positions on the island rather than on 
the mainland. Wives have been able 
to find casual and permanent positions 
to supplement family income and im - 
prove their standard of living. While 
this may have its disadvantages, it is 
a trend the world over, and we Pit- 
caimese are a$ vulnerable to social 
change as any group of people. More¬ 
over, most Pitcairners recognise that 
most newcomers, including those in¬ 
volved in commercial interests, have 
in their own way contributed to the 
corporate life of the community. Busi¬ 
ness houses are generous in their dona¬ 
tions to charitable and community con¬ 
cerns, and many individuals are involv¬ 
ed in community activities such as 
church, sporting groups, clubs and so¬ 
cieties. Their success in business is 
usually indicative of an enterprising 
spirit and Intelligence which can only 
be of benefit as they involve themselves 
in the community. 

Moreover, investigation reveals that 
a very large proportion of businesses 
are actually owned and/or managed 
by Pitcairners. Many are long estab¬ 
lished family concerns, such as palm 
seed export, but many are directly 
connected with the tourist industry 
and would suffer if the industry were 
damaged by the full Implementation 
of the Nimmo Repat. 

The implications in this section 
P. 62-63, that Pitcairners are exploit¬ 
ed, and that they form the bulk of 
the menial labour market, are without 
foundation. 


14. CHANGING LIFESTYLE 


Sir John Nimmo comments ; 

"In so far as fctcaim descendants 
are concerned, it is a far cry indeed 
from the simple communal subsist¬ 
ence style of living to which they 
had previously been accustomed..," 
(P.62) 

The Society comments; 

Sir John perhaps equates a simple 
way of life with die absence of deep 
freezers, motor vehicles, and stereo 
equipment. Most Pitcairn families 
have enjoyed a degree of sophistica¬ 
tion for generations as far as their 
isolation and lack of communication 
permitted. Since the earliest days 
of the arrival of the Pitcairners on 
Norfolk, they have built gracious 
homes using the finest of materials 
and workmanship. 


Old photos show both men and 
women well-dressed. They enjoyed 
a rich cultural life, influenced to a 
large extent by the Melanesian 
Mission. 

Pitcairners were enterprising and 
successful in local business and in¬ 
dustries, and utilised the most modern 
equipment in so far as the availability 
of fuel and generation of power per¬ 
mitted. (Up until only 10 years ago, 
a large proportion of homes generated 
their own power, and many still used 
kerosene lanterns.) 

Subsistence-style living was more a 
result of difficulties in obtaining sup¬ 
plies from Australia, and a desire to 
enjoy those foods which had been tra¬ 
ditional in Polynesian society. These 
foods are still grown today by many 
Pitcairners for the enjoyment of their 
family and friends. 

We do not deny that our Pitcairn 
community has been subject to mat¬ 
erial and social change. In so much 
as any human society most grow and 
change. If we didn't, we would be 
moribund, and much in need of Aust¬ 
ralia's paternal care. However, we 
maintain that we still enjoy a very 
different way of life from the main¬ 
land, free from many of the pressures 
and stresses of a modern society, and 
most of our visitors from the mainland 
would support this view. 


15. SUPERFICIAL 
FRIENDLINESS 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

"A feature of this modern society 
(on the Island) is the number of fac¬ 
tions which exist... A superficial 
friendliness and conviviality masks 
a deal of resentment and dislike 
among some of the groups" (P. 62). 
The Society comments; 

It is a favourite occupation of out¬ 
siders and newcomers to compart¬ 
mentalise Norfolk society. For the 
sake of the exercise, we could add 
considerably to Sir John’s list of 
factions - "itinerant workers", 

"young louts", "Poms", "Kiwis", 
"Admin, employees", "those who 
frequent die clubs", "die Methodists" 
(or the Anglicans, the Catholics, 
the S.D.A*s),"the Buffetts" (or die 
Christians, the Nobbs, the McCoys 
etc...). It is only normal for one 
person to gravitate towards others 
who share common blood ties, the 
same ethnic background, similar 
sporting or cultural interests, or 
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even those In the same general in¬ 
come bracket or age group. 

It is because of our strong back¬ 
ground ties, and our common aims 
that we have banded together to form 
our Pitcairn Descendants' Society. 

We recognise that it is a common 
human failing to label and general¬ 
ise about members of a group. How¬ 
ever, for all practical purposes, we 
live and work alongside people from 
many varied backgrounds. A survey 
of any community organisation would 
reveal a sprinkling of people from all 
different factions - Pitcairners, main- 
landers. business people, retired 
people. Their conviviality and friend¬ 
liness is not merely superficial, or hypo¬ 
critical as Sir John implies. It is a 
genuine quality which makes them 
worthwhile and productive members 
of a small community. 

As in any small community, we 
tend to feel the effects of the views 
and actions of minority groups more 
strongly, but we are really far less 
insular in this regar d than many 
small rural communities, because 
we enjoy the broadening influence 
of so many visitors. 

We do feel resentment when an in¬ 
dividual or a minority group draws un¬ 
favourable attention to the island, 
either by broadcasting views which 
purport to represent the Island as a 
whole, or by conducting activities 
which are unscrupulous, illegal or 
immoral. For this we need safe¬ 
guards. We need a democratically 
elected body who are recognised by 
Australia as the official will of the 
people of the island. We need the 
opportunity to express our views on 
vital issues such as Norfoik's future 
by means of a referendum. And we 
need effective controls to ensure 
that the activities of any group or 
individual are for the good of the 
island and all its people. 


16. A FACTION- 

RIDDLED COMMUNITY 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

Norfolk Island today is "a faction- 
riddled community devoid of a clear 
sense of direction and at the mercy 
of Interests which have only their 
own personal aggrandisement at heart, 
to the detriment of the island and its 
way of life” (P.76). 

The Society comments; 

Norfolk Island and its people have 
in fact been denied any official means 
of manifesting what their sense of di¬ 


rection is. The unanimous voice of 
our elected representatives on the 
Norfolk Island Council has been ig¬ 
nored to date, yet these were elect¬ 
ed with a strong majority on the plat¬ 
form of executive power for die Nor¬ 
folk Island Council. Councillors 
attempting to formulate policies for 
Norfolk's future have not been grant¬ 
ed any facilities for two-way discus¬ 
sion with Australia to enable them 
to clarify or modify their ideas ac 
to give their policies a sound and 
practical basis. 

The island residents have been de¬ 
nied the ri$it to declare their com¬ 
mon will by means of a referendum, 
and a subsequent effort to ascertain 
views of residents through the signing 
of solemn declarations was belittled 
by the representative of the Austral¬ 
ian government. 

The accusation of vested and per¬ 
sonal Interest is a time-worn one, 
and cannot be proved. Each of us, 
rich or poor, has a very personal in¬ 
terest in Australia’s policies for Nor¬ 
folk because we feel our standard of 
living, our life-style, and, for Pit¬ 
cairners, our pride of race, are 
threatened. One man's fortune is 
not necessarily made at die expense 
of another and, in fact, in a small, 
close-knit community, one man's 
well-being is very much dependent 
on die well-being of others. 

Sir John Nimmo would prefer that 
we remained a simple, subsistence 
community, devoid of all enterprise 
or ambition. This is unrealistic, but 
if it were true, it would be a very 
good case for Australia assuming di¬ 
rect control of all our affairs. 

In reality, most of those who have 
been accused of personal vested in¬ 
terests have, by virtue of our strict¬ 
est immigration laws, come into 
our community on our terms. They 
have come because of our way of life 
and personal freedom which they 
felt attracted to. They have usually 
been asked to burn their bridges be¬ 
hind them, and then wait a minimum 
of 5 years before being assured of resi¬ 
dency status. Many live unpretendour¬ 
ly, continue to pay taxation on their 
private incomes, and meanwhile con¬ 
tribute both their skills, time and 
material assistance as they partici¬ 
pate in the cultural, community and 
business life of the island. 

To describe us as being "at the 
mercy" of those with only self-inter¬ 
ests at heart is to underestimate our 
own intelligence or integrity. 

If the voice of a few individuals 
is often heard more loudly than the 
others, it is for many reasons. Most 
newcomers, or people residing here 


for short terms, prefer to be silent 
rather than allow their views to be 
heard above those of the Pitcairners 
into whose homeland they have been 
welcomed. The Pitcairners themselves 
are too courteous and good-mannered 
to speak with great vehemence, or to 
use the aggressive tactics common 
in mainland politics. 

Sir John advocates that an "all- 
embracing, long-term policy" (P.76) 
is needed, and this view we endorse. 
This policy should, however, come 
from our elected Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil, and not from Australia. We 
strongly support our Council in their 
moves to formulate a Constitution 
foe die island, and urge that Australia 
should give diem the recognition and 
co-operation they merit. 


17. THE PROPORTION OF 
PEOPLE WHO POSSESS THE 
PITCAIRN HERITAGE 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

"The Pitcairn heritage is, after all, 
now the proud possession of under one- 
half of the adult community..." (P. 89) 
The Society comments; 

Since our heritage is something 
which we hand down to our children, 
we feel that they should be included 
in such statistics. 

It should also be realised that a 
large proportion of the non-Pitcairn 
residents are retired couples, or other 
residents who cannot pass residency 
rights on to their chiltken. Many 
others are people living here for short 
term, such as teachers, bank employ¬ 
ees, Department of Transport employ¬ 
ees etc. 

When the Australian government con¬ 
siders Norfolk's future, it should con¬ 
sider mainly those who live here per¬ 
manently and those whose offspring 
are likely to live here in the future. 

Of this number, the Pitcairn percent¬ 
age is considerably larger. 

The Pitcairn heritage is held not 
by a dwindling few, but by families 
constituting more than half of the popu¬ 
lation. We do not believe that this 
heritage is diminishing, but rather that 
it is enriched with each new generation. 
Moreover, it has gained new strength 
and value for us in the light of the 
threat posed by rhe Royal Commission 
recommendations. 

We are opposed to the idea that our 
traditions and culture be preserved by 
"some section within the Norfolk Island 
Public Service" as if we were merely 
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some object of historical and anthro¬ 
pological interest. Our traditions arc 
a living thing, part of our make-up 
and way of life. Provided we have a 
greater say in our own affairs, and are 
freed from the threat of externally- 
imposed changes such as envisaged by 
the Royal Commission Report, we are 
well able to preserve our culture for 
ourselves. 


18. COMFORTABLE AND 
SPLENDID ISOLATION 


Sir John comments : 

"To maintain the 1600 residents of 
Norfolk Island in the comfortable and 
splendid isolation to which they feel 
entitled..." (P.144) 

The Society comments: 

This highly emotional, subjective 
statement suggests that the people of 
Norfolk demand special favours and 
protection from Australia in order to 
enjoy freedom from economic and 
political pressures and responsibilities. 

On the contrary, we would like to 
see a return to the executive authority 
and responsibility for own affairs that 
the Pitcairners enjoyed last century 
both on Pitcairn and Norfolk. We 
would like the opportunity to manage 
our own economy and to govern our¬ 
selves in a manner appropriate to 
what we believe is a unique place. 

What we seek from Australia is co¬ 
operation and guidance, and only as 
much protection as she would be pre¬ 
pared to offer to any of her near neigh¬ 
bours. 

What Pitcairners are fighting to main¬ 
tain is something more than "comfort¬ 
able and splendid isolation''. It is 
rather a pride in their race and in a 
unique and colourful history. Even 
though we may eventually adjust to 
any economic changes that would en¬ 
sue from implementation of the Nim- 
mo Report, we fear that a unique 
people, culture and life-style would 
become submerged and lost - in the 
words of Mr. W. Forsyth, formerly 
Secretary-General of the South Pacif¬ 
ic Commission - "genocide". 


19. AUSTRALIA’S INTERESTS 
MUST COME FIRST 


Sir Jcfon Nimmo comments: 

"... the Island’s interests must be 
viewed in the context of those other 
interests and responsibilities of the 
larger entity Australia..." (P. 80) 

The Society comments? 

In this, as in other comments, the 
Commissioner regards the interests 
of Norfolk Island as secondary to those 
of Australia, because of die supposed¬ 
ly heavy subsidy Australia contributes 
to the maintenance of the island’s 
economy. 

We Pitcairners maintain, as has 
been said many times before, that 
the amount of this subsidy has been 
grossly exaggerated. Nor should it 
be supposed that the island’s finan¬ 
cial burden to Australia would be 
any less if we were fully integrated 
into Australia, notwithstanding that 
we would be contributing by way of 
taxation. 

Moreover, we feel Sir John has 
again failed to recognise the full 
import of his terms of reference, 
where he was asked to take into ac¬ 
count "the interests of Norfolk Island 
residents" (point (a)). 


20. IF NORFOLK ISLAND 
SHOULD SINK 


Sir John Nimmo comments : 

Norfolk Island "offers a pleasant 
holiday venue for Australians and 
New Zealanders, but if it sank in the 
Pacific following an earthquake, in¬ 
tending holiday makers would soon 
find an alternative" (P. 143). 

The Society comments: 

No doubt this highly irrational 
and irrelevant comment was provoked 
by Sir John's frustrations in seeking 
an easy agreeable solution to the an¬ 
omaly of Norfolk's situation. He sees 
our disappearance into the sea as the 
only satisfactory alternative to com¬ 


SECTION II. THE FUTURE OF THE PITCAIRNERS A 
A DISTINCT RACE. 


The Society of Pitcairn Descen¬ 
dants believes that the Report of the 
Royal Commission presents a distort¬ 
ed and inaccurate picture of die his¬ 
tory and the present condition of the 
Pitcairn people, and should not be 
used as the basis of future policies 


towards us. 

We recognise that as a people we 
have problems and grievances, but 
we do not believe Sir John Nimmo 
has identified them correctly, nor 
would his recommendations solve 
them. On the contrary, if his recam - 


plete integration into Australia, be¬ 
cause he doesn’t feel we merit the 
provision of specific government 
machinery and legislation to cope 
with our unique situation. 

No doubt the loss of Norfolk as 
a tourist resort would mean little to 
Australia, but to take this attitude is 
to ignore the basic terms of reference 
of the Royal Commission. The tourist 
industry is the basis of our economy. 
While we do not ask for special pro¬ 
tection or favours to the detriment of 
Australia’s interests, we do seek to 
continue to function as a tourist des¬ 
tination without the harmful restric¬ 
tions and changes that implementa¬ 
tion of the Nimmo Report would bring. 


IN SUMMARY, an ugly picture of 
the Pitcairners is presented through 
the Nimmo Report. They are portray¬ 
ed as a people from bad seed who de¬ 
teriorated and behaved discreditably. 
They became the most immoral 
people in the civilised world. Inbreed¬ 
ing led to genetic damage. In recent 
years they have been outnumbered, ex¬ 
ploited and economically deprived by 
ruthless outsiders. 

So far as the Royal Commission's 
terms of reference are concerned, the 
interests of residents are less import¬ 
ant than Australia’s interests, and 
the imagined "historical rights" of 
the Pitcairners are without any founda¬ 
tion at all. 

If this were a true picture, it 
would seem to give grounds for Sir 
John's recommendations - that Norfolk 
Island should be brought under strict 
policy control from Canberra - that 
there should be sane minimal form 
of local shire government - that all 
Australian laws should be made to 
apply to Norfolk Island - and that 
the island should have a token form 
of representation in Parliament. 

But the picture presented in the 
Nimmo Report is not truthful. It is 
a serious misrepresentation, based 
on errors of fact. 


THEIR SURVIVAL AS 


mendations were implemented, we 
fear for the survival of our heritage, 
our self-esteem, and our distinctive¬ 
ness as a race. 

In considering the future of the 
island, and its Pitcairn families, we 
believe the following matters should 
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be taken into account: 


1. OUR HISTORY 


The true facts of our background 
and history are very different from 
the degrading picture and patronis¬ 
ing perspective to be found in the 
Nimmo Repeat. Sir John has perpet¬ 
uated the attitude shown by official¬ 
dom for over a century that we are 
an inferior race, suffering the so- 
called harmful effects of our violent 
beginnings, our Polynesian blood, 
inbreeding, isolation and insularity, 
and that we are therefore in need of 
paternal protection. Our quiet, 
non-assertive nature has been mis¬ 
taken for an inability to exercise in¬ 
telligent discretion. 


2. THE PITCAIRN RACE 
TODAY 


We believe that from difficult and 
unusual beginnings we have built a 
sound and wholesome community, 
meriting approval and support rather 
than disdain and pity. The Austral¬ 
ian Government should acknowledge 
that the Report represents a serious¬ 
ly damaging and inaccurate picture 
of the Pitcairn race today. It is 
damaging to us because it presumes 
our inability to exercise a real 
role in Norfolk's future. In actual 
fact, we represent a greater per¬ 
centage of the permanent popula¬ 
tion than the Report would imply. 

We are active In all aspects of com¬ 
munity life including commerce, 
industry, politics and administra¬ 
tion. We are a healthy and intelli¬ 
gent group of people suffering none 
of the supposed effects of isolation 
and inbreeding, and we will not be 
deprived or exploited unless Sir 
John's recommendations take from 
our hands the power to control our 
own affairs. 


3. THE PITCAIRNERS 
AS A DISTINCT RACE 


We call on the Australian Govern¬ 
ment to acknowledge that the Pit- 
calm race has its own distinct blood¬ 
lines, culture, traditions and lang¬ 
uage. Although this is an obvious 
and historically verifiable fact, it 
appears that current Australian pol¬ 
icy is to deny it. 

According to the 1975 Report of the 
Senate Standing Committee on For¬ 
eign Affairs and Defence, titled 
"United Nations Involvement with 
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Australian Territories”, die popula¬ 
tion, of Norfolk is "ethnically and 
culturally akin to that of the main¬ 
land". 

We are not homogenous with the 
population of the Australian main¬ 
land, but have a separate identity. 

A recognition of this fact is vital to 
an understanding of why we are anx¬ 
ious not to be integrated into Aust¬ 
ralia. 


4. RECOGNITION AND 
PRESERVATION OF 
PITCAIRN RIGHTS 
AND HERITAGE 


We believe that our Pitcairn heri¬ 
tage should be preserved, not as a 
quaint museum piece, or as an ob¬ 
ject of historical interest, or even 
as a part of Australia's "National 
Estate". Rather it should be pre¬ 
served because our heritage is a liv¬ 
ing thing in which we as a people 
take pride. Our heritage is subject 
to growth and change, but this 
change should come from ourselves 
and not be imposed by Australia. 

We survive as a people, and we 
wish to continue to survive and 
grow, maintaining our self-esteem, 
and exercising an intelligent role 
in our future. 


5. NON - PITCAIRNERS 
ON NORFOLK ISLAND 


Because we desire that the rights 
of the Pitcairners should be acknow¬ 
ledged in any legislation for Nor¬ 
folk Island, it does not mean that 
non-Pitcairners need be disadvantag¬ 
ed. We as a people have always 
welcomed into our community others 
who share our ideals and fit into our 
way of life. This, of course, in¬ 
cludes our spouses, long-term resi¬ 
dents and newer residents. Many 
who are able to feel at home with 
our Pitcairn traditions settle per¬ 
manently and greatly enrich our 
community. 

It should be realised that a large 
proportion of our non-Pitcairn popu¬ 
lation are people here on a short¬ 
term basis. Others are retired 
people whose own children, if any, 
have made their own lives else¬ 
where. Both these groups are only 
part of the permanent population 
of Norfolk in a very limited sense. 


6. IMMIGRATION 


I The traditional right of Pitcairn 
I descendants to return to live on Nor¬ 
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folk Island must be maintained, as 
it is essential to the continuation of 
Norfolk as our homeland. Moreover, 
this right should be backed by suit¬ 
able legislation. We do not believe 
this right should be denied by the 
extension of the Racial Discrimina¬ 
tion Act to Norfolk. This Act, as 
with other Australian legislation, 
is not appropriate to our unique situa¬ 
tion. 


7. SOCIAL WELFARE 


The preservation of our traditions 
and culture requires that we continue 
to have a social welfare system based 
on family and friends. We recognise 
that as our community grows and be¬ 
comes more complex, some of our 
community aid can suitably be chan¬ 
nelled through our local administra¬ 
tion by a small, simple local tax 
which may be distributed in the form 
of pensions to those who need them. 
We believe, however, that it would 
be damaging to our pride and our way 
of life if we were forced to become 
part of a vast, impersonal, centrally- 
financed social welfare system, and 
a high scale of cash tax payments. 
Such a move would be damaging to 
both our Identity and our economy. 
Without the alleged benefits of a so¬ 
cial welfare system, we are basically 
a happy and contended community, 
and wish to remain so. 


8. LAWS 


While Norfolk's laws have become 
more complicated than our early laws 
on Pitcairn, they are still simple 
compared with the vast network of 
legislation that exists on the main¬ 
land. We desire to continue our 
relatively simple set of laws and ju¬ 
dicial procedures as part of our cul¬ 
ture. Moreover, we believe that all 
our laws should be specifically design¬ 
ed to meet our situation on Norfolk, 
and that Australian laws should not be 
extended blanket-fashion to cover 
Norfolk Island. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 
AND GOVERNMENT 


We agree that Norfolk Island's 
Administration is a relic of former 
times, and must be replaced. We 
firmly believe it should be replaced 
by an effective form of democratic 
local self-government such as we 
enjoyed for some 100 years before 
1896, and for half a century before 
Australians themselves exercised 
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Reponsible Government. We be¬ 
lieve we are far more competent 
to understand our needs and aspira¬ 
tions than a remote official or de¬ 
partment in Australia, and that we 
are capable of exercising an intelli¬ 
gent responsibility for our own 
affairs. 

Whatever the difficulties of prov¬ 
ing Norfolk's constitutional relation¬ 
ship to Australia in the past, we re¬ 
spectfully point out that the first term 
of reference for the Royal Commission 


refers to "the future status of Norfolk 
Island". Australia must accept as an 
"anomaly", rather than attempt to 
merge us into an Australian system 
which, for historical and practical 
reasons, is not appropriate for us. 

We wish to continue to be asso¬ 
ciated with Australia under Her Maj¬ 
esty the Queen, to whom we have 
always been loyal. We understand 
and accept that there may be certain 
safeguards or limitations that Aust¬ 
ralia may wish to impose in return 


for our continuing association as a 
territory. 

We also recognise that in any transi¬ 
tion to self-government, we would 
lean heavily on Australia's guidance 
and expertise. 

Above all, because we believe 
strongly in principles of freedom and 
democracy, we desire that any changes 
made to our constitutional sums and 
administration should be endorsed by 
the people of Norfolk Island, by refer¬ 
endum, before they take effect. 


SECTION III. INFORMATION AND STATISTICS CONCERNING THE POSITION 

OF THE PITCAIRNERS IN THE LIFE OF NORFOLK ISLAND TODAY. 


The following data is designed to 
demonstrate the active participation 
of Pitcairn descendants in the general 
business, professional and administra¬ 
tive life of the island today. 

TOURIST ACCOMMODATION ENT 
Mrs. Jean Mitchell Kir. 

Mr. L.C. Christian-Bailey Mr. 

Mr. B.E. Christian-Bailey Mr. 

Mrs. H. Martin 

Mr. W.B. Evans TEA 

Mrs. G. Hancherow SUPl 

Mr. S. Nobbs Miss 

Mrs. E. Tavener Mrs. 

Mr. P. Christian 

Mr. L. Evans NUR 


TOUR OPERATORS/ 


TAXIS/HIRE CARS/ 


Mr. W.B. Evans 
Mr. R. Holloway 
Mr. W.W. Sanders 
Mr. N. Tavener 

CINEMA PROPRIETOR 


NEWSPAPER EDITOR/ 


Except where indicated, only actual 
proprietors of businesses have been 
listed. Further Investigation would 
reveal large numbers occupying respon¬ 
sible positions. 

AINMENT I Mr. A.K. Evans 

Reynolds I Mr. W.W. Sanders 

Smith Mr. L.C. Tavener 


Mr. D. Smith 
Mr. G. Smith 


TEACHERS/PLAY CENTRE 


Miss F. Bauille 
Mrs. L. Kllboume 


Businesses which are ostensibly own¬ 
ed and/or controlled by spouses of Pit¬ 
cairners have not been listed. 

These lists are not necessarily ex¬ 
haustive. 

CLEANING CONTRACTOR 

Mr. A. Bigg 

LAND AGENT/AUCTIONEER 


NURSING 
Miss G. Jenkins 
Mrs. R. McCoy 
Miss P. Evans 
Mrs. P. Adams 


BUTCHERY 
Mr. E. Snell 
Mr. L. Evans 
Mr. W.W. Sanders 

PIG FARMING/DAIRY 


Mr. j. Christian 
Mr. C.F. Christian 
Mr. L. Evans 


LADIES HAIRDRESSING 


Mr. J. Nobbs 
Mr. H. Buffett 
Mr. J. Quintal 

TRANSPORT /CARTAGE/ 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
Mr. A. Nobbs 
Mr. K. Qulnul 
Mr. L. Quinul 
Mr. J. Kllboume 
Mr. D. Reynolds 

EARTHMOVING/GENERAL 


Mr. G. Quinul Jnr. 
Mr. K. Christian 


RETAILING 
Mr. G. Adams 
Mr. A. Bathie 
Mr. W. Blucher 
Mrs. C. Holloway 
Mrs. N.J. Mitchell 
Mr. K.J. Nobbs 
Mr. T. Yager 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 


PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Mr. K. A. Evans 
Mr. B. Adams 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Mr. R.F. Nobbs 
Mr. L.C. Christian-Bailey 
Mr. Chas. Buffett 
Mr. John Kllboume 


SENIOR ADMINISTRATION POSITIONS I CHILDREN OF PITCAIRNERS 


Pitcairn Descendants Toul 71 
!* Spouse " 13 


Toul Administration 
Permanent Suff 

°k Pitcairners/Spouses 
Employed by Norfolk 
Island Administration 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
ACCOUNTANT * 

INTERNAL AUDITOR 

POSTMASTER 

REGISTRAR 

REVENUE MANAGER * 

CHIEF CUSTOMS OFFICER 
WORKS MANAGER 
FORESTRY OFFICER 
PHILATELIC OFFICER 
COMPANY REGISTRAR * 

* Denotes Spouse of Pitcairner 


Kindergarten 31 
Year 1 33 


¥57 TtT 

Percentage of Pitcairners enrolled 
in Norfolk Island Public School - 587c. 
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COMPLETE TEXT - UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA REPORT 


NORFOLK ISLAND, AUSTRALIA 
AND THE UNITED NATIONS 


Editor’s note: This report was pre¬ 
pared for the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia by Mr. J. G. Bul- 
beck, the Hon. Federal Media Officer 
of the Association. Mr. Bulbeck was 
formerly a Reuters reporter stationed 
at the U. N. in New York. 

The report was sent by the Presi¬ 
dent of the Association to the Minis¬ 
ter for Home Affairs and the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in March. The 
Federal Executive of the. Association 
is to meet in Australia April 15-16, 
and will consider the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment’s response to the report, and 
appropriate further actions for the 
Association. 

The Appendix of the report, which 
includes reproductions of many U.N., 
Australian and Norfolk Island docu¬ 
ments and is approximately three 
times as long as the report itself, is 
not reproduced here. 


A. INTRODUCTION. 

This report is the result of a pri¬ 
vate visit to Norfolk Island from 
January 16-27, 1978, by the writer, 
during which he made some en¬ 
quiries on behalf of the Federal Ex¬ 
ecutive of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia arising from a 
resolution of the U.N.A.A. Federal 
Conference. 

The report is concerned with a 
situation of unsettling conflict that 
currently exists between the people 
of Norfolk Island, a non-self-gov¬ 
erning colony of Australia, and the 
Commonwealth Government which 
is the administering authority. The 
subject of the conflict is the island’s 
social, political and cultural future. 

The report views this conflict from 
the perspective of Australia's obliga¬ 
tions to the international community 
as a member nation of the United Na¬ 
tions - especially those obligations 
arising from Article 73 of the U. N. 
Charter; Article 2 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights; appli¬ 
cable sections of Resoluti on 1514 
(XV), the Declaration on the Grant¬ 
ing of Independence to the Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, and Resolu¬ 


tion 1541 on Principles for defining 
self-governing territories; and Art¬ 
icle 1 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (which 
is idehtical with Article 1 of the Cov¬ 
enant on Economic, Social and Cul¬ 
tural Rights). These are reproduced 
in Appendix A. 

It sets out to identify salient charac¬ 
teristics of the current situation based 
on research of available documentation 
and discussions with residents of Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

It strongly suggests that the Austral¬ 
ian Government pursue a policy of self- 
determination for Norfolk Island and 
outlines a procedure which would im¬ 
plement such a policy and fairly re¬ 
solve die conflict. 

The report concludes with a set of 
recommendations for action considered 
appropriate for the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia. These are mainly 
aimed at stimulating the political will 
among Australian decision-makers to 
develop a just and peaceful resolution 
of the current conflict in the spirit of 
die U.N. Charter and with all deliber¬ 
ate speed. 

The report does not pretend to be 
exhaustive. It seeks to confine itself 
to aspects of the current situation. 
Nevertheless, its findings have the pow¬ 
er of self-evident reality that cannot 
be ignored except at the peril of two 
key matters of continuing U. N. A. A. 
concern; Australia’s good standing in 
the international community, and that 
community’s still-fragile corpus of 
procedures for the peaceful resoludon 
of conflict so painstakingly developed 
by the U.N. system. 

Appendices to the report contain 
documents gathered and/or examined 
and a list of people on Norfolk Island 
with whom the current situation was 
discussed. A bibliography of other 
relevant publications is also attached. 

An etymological point* to avoid 
repetitious allusion to the mix of pol¬ 
itical, social, economic, environ¬ 
mental and cultural factors that go 
to make up Norfolk Island as a total 
entity, the word "polity" is used. 

It is meant in that total sense of all 
factors. 

... ooOoo... 


B. THE CURRENT CONFLICT. 

As will be noted later, Norfolk 
Island has a rich history of almost 
continual disputation over its de¬ 
velopment as an island polity. The 
current conflict is but the latest epi¬ 
sode in that history. It should be the 
last. 

At issue is a strongly felt wish of 
what appears to be a clear majority 
of the residents of Norfolk Island to 
gain formal status as a self-govern¬ 
ing Crown Colony of Australia. This 
wish is coupled with resentment over 
Australia’s unwillingness, up to the 
end of 1977, to move promptly and 
responsively to resolve the issue once 
and for all. 

The current state .of conflict had 
its genesis in the decision of the Whit- 
lam administration in 1975 to give 
Sir John NImmo a Royal Commission 
to recommend on the future status of 
Norfolk Island and its constitutional 
relationship with Australia and on 
other associated matters. 

The NImmo Report, presented in 
October 1976 (see Bibliography), essen¬ 
tially recommended that if Australia 
did not want to abandon Norfolk Island 
then it must absorb it and its people 
into metropolitan Australia, tax them, 
attach them to anA.C.T. electorate 
and give them some autonomy through 
a modified form of municipal govern¬ 
ment. 

The Norfolk Island response has been 
to publish a draft Constitution providing 
for a Crown Colony status with its own 
legislature, its own executive adminis¬ 
tration, its own courts, its own Bill of 
Rights and a clearly defined association 
with Australia. 

In U.N. terms - specifically, the op¬ 
tions provided for by Principle VI of 
Resolution 1541 (XV) of complete in¬ 
dependence, or free association with 
an independent state or integration 
with an independent state - the Nimmo 
Report recommends integration, but 
the Norfolk Islanders want free asso¬ 
ciation with Australia. 

What does Australia say? Therein 
is the underlying essence of the current 
conflict. Despite a sharp rebuke from 
Sir John Nimmo about the "complete 
absense of any written, agreed, long- 
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term policies for the Island” in 64 
years of Australian hegemony, the 
Commonwealth Government con¬ 
tinues to procrastinate. 

An official pronouncement from 
the then responsible Federal Minister 
in December, 1976, In response to 
the Nimmo Report, said only that 
Norfolk would remain a territory of 
Australia and that the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment would continue to accept 
responsibility for maintaining Nor¬ 
folk Island as a viable community. 

In summary, Australia has ruled 
out independence but so far has re¬ 
fused to commit itself on die criti¬ 
cal question of self-government. To 
worsen the matter, in the 12 months 
after the Nimmo Report die Fraser 
administration, through die respon¬ 
sible Minister, appears to have abrupt¬ 
ly and at times rudely refused to be¬ 
come involved in meaningful dis¬ 
cussions, let alone make any commit¬ 
ment about self-determination. 

The conflict intensified to the 
point where during 1977, key mem¬ 
bers of the Norfolk Island community 
sought to take up the matter with the 
United Nations. Fortunately for 
Australia, their method was flawed 
and their attempt came to naught - 
at that time. 

Since December 1977, Canberra 
responsibility for Norfolk Island has 
been switched from the Ministry of 
Administrative Services to the new 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 

The Minister with that portfolio 
is the Hon. R.J. EUicott, Q.C. Be¬ 
cause he has had a personal involve¬ 
ment with Norfolk Island and, as a 
result, made a favourable impact, the 
intensity of the conflict has dropped. 

But the conflict remains and the 
Islanders are still watchful. 

A factor now assuming some im¬ 
portance is timing. The present ad¬ 
visory Council ends its term of office 
in the middle of this year and elections 
for the eight positions are scheduled for 
June. The approach of polling day will 
inevitably create a sense of deadline 
besides heightening pressure for deci¬ 
sions, especially as the question of the 
Island’s future will loom large in pre¬ 
election activity. 

Ideally initial steps to begin resolv¬ 
ing the dispute should be taken well 
before the Council election. 

... ooOoo... 

C. THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT: 

NORFOLK ISLAND. 

Norfolk Island is a non-self-govern¬ 
ing colony of Australia comprising some 
L 600 people permanently residing on a 
3, 500 hectare island of delightful aspect 


in the South Pacific ocean 1,400 kilome¬ 
tres east of the Australian mainland. 

Basic details of geography, demo¬ 
graphy, administration, economy, 
communication and currency are 
provided as a background note in 
Appendix B. 

Norfolk Island and its people do 
not readily fit the conventional per¬ 
ception of a subjugated colonial 
polity. In the eyes of most Aust¬ 
ralians the name Norfolk Island 
probably conjures up visions of an 
interesting tourist haven with duty¬ 
free shopping and lovely pine trees, 
populated by Australian descendants 
of the Bounty mutineers; or an Aust¬ 
ralian off-shore tax haven through 
which Australian capitalists channel 
funds to beat the Taxation Commi¬ 
ssioner through complicated schemes. 

It is a very fuzzy identity. Nor¬ 
folk Island is taken for granted as 
being Australian - and beyond that, 
as just another vaguely interesting 
island. But such stereotyped per¬ 
ceptions do not conform with the 
reality of the Island and its people. 

As can be gleaned from the Back¬ 
ground Note, Norfolk Island is most 
decidedly not Australian. In fact, 
Australians are a cultural minority. 

And politically its residents are the 
rather fatalistic victims of unintend¬ 
ed, but still shabby bureaucratic re¬ 
pressiveness generated by a system 
totally out of keeping with Australian 
beliefs in fairness and equality and 
Australian practices of self-determina¬ 
tion and community involvement. 

Their situation also happens to be 
in rather flagrant violation of the U. N. 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
to which Australia is a signatory. 

It is a tribute to, among other things, 
the Islanders’ general temperament of 
civilised tolerance and introspective 
humility, nurtured by their isolation, 
that they have endured this state of 
affairs so quietly. Elsewhere politi¬ 
cal ferment would not only have been 
inevitable; it would have erupted into 
more violent forms of conflict long 
before this. 

The two points about cultural charac¬ 
teristics and political rights warrant 
highlighting in mote detail. 

Firstly, the resident population of 
Norfolk Island is made up of three dis¬ 
tinct groups. Some 40are "Pitcairners", 
descendants of the mixed English-Tahi¬ 
tian' group which originally settled 
Pitcairn Island in 1789, then transferred 
to Norfolk Island in 1856. They have 
their own language (generally described 
as a mix of old west county English and 
Tahitian) which they speak among 
themselves with English as a second 
language. Generally they prize their 
own unique life-style built on extended 


family networks, strong religious ob¬ 
servance and a special sense of commun¬ 
ity with its own social rituals and its 
own spirit of sharing and self-help. 

The second group are die " Mainland - 
ers" who have settled on the Island in 
more recent times. The two predomin¬ 
ant sub-groups, of about equal size, are 
New Zealanders and Australians. They 
account for some 23«& each of the 
total population. The next biggest 
sub-group are English (about 9$) while 
the remaining 5$ come from a wide 
range of other countries. 

The third group are a transient ser¬ 
vice group of about 150 at any time, 
mainly young New Zealanders and 
Australians on transfer in the banks, 
the hospital and the school, or on 
working holidays - as tradespeople 
or as employees in tourist plants. 

In addition, at any one time, there 
would be up to 400 tourists on the 
Island. 

In sum, while Australia is die ad¬ 
ministering authority, Australians 
form a very decided minority. 

Secondly, the Norfolk Island com¬ 
munity has a rich history of civilised 
disputation with their faraway rulers - 
be they British or Australian. Britain 
exercised colonial sovereignty over 
Norfolk Island from 1774 to 1914 when 
it transferred its sovereignty to Aust¬ 
ralia. This disputation has genera¬ 
ted innumerable official inquiries 
and investigations, the latest being 
the Royal Commission of Sir John 
Nimmo. After a 17 -month enquiry, 
the Nimmo Report was handed down 
in October 1976, and threw the Island 
into yet another turmoil of uncertain¬ 
ty- 

Some of the flavour of Norfolk 
Island's intriguing political history 
is conveyed in the Nimmo Report 
as well as in other documentation 
listed in the Bibliography, notably 
Merval Hoare, and provided in Appen¬ 
dices, particularly the Norfolk Island 
Council Papers (Appendix D), and 
the Basic Historical Documents (Appen- 
1 dix J). 

It remains foe a sound social histor¬ 
ian with a good political and legal 
background to provide a definite ac¬ 
count of the ebbs and flows of Nor¬ 
folk Island's development as a pol¬ 
ity. Nevertheless, it is quite clear 
that In 1978: 

1. Norfolk Island is still what it 
started out as - "a distinct and 
separate settlement”. 

2. It has its own basic laws and its 
own courts quite distinct from Aust¬ 
ralia's. 

3. It has a social support infrastruc¬ 
ture that bears no resemblance to 
Australia's. 

4. Its fiscus and the manner of its 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

ISLAND 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

HAND¬ 

W'MMi 

BOOK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 

<^y<^ 4 ^ 

Come taste nice free samples 

Island map* open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, die bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk.. .banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana a 
passionfruit pies - as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer.. 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small/: 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 



Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
- choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets here-;" 

JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 
WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2186 







RQUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



RQUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


RQUDS 


DIAMOND ■ RUBY - SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 
SHOP AT 

RQUDS 






SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc 

late in the day Wed * A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE^ 

-Thurs-Frl-Sat-Sun o (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) o 




tig** i a^V" 4 ” I 







Vivitar604 
■ 

gUiLT-*N ELECTRONIC FLASH 



■ 

JESB 


Point'll Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

TRADING 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narhe has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
PbintnShoot camera. 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 







jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY - AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO, 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

-ft-The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday minl-wrt — 

"•'TRADING POST 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nocii 7 ruvo 7 Qn o* o M Sunda y** when we 8 et i**y an<1 are 

InlIi I UAlO l*JU am XO y pm only from 9 am to 7 prh -- sorry about that- ) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars... bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties. ..mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies...games...artists’ requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegles. 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 



Electronic SLR 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 


For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of. 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs; however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 











AGFA-GEVAERT 


SUN 

2 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8- 00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


9 

■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M X -4.30) 


16 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M1-4.30) 


23 

■Church services 
■Film, $m’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Museum open (M1-4.30) 


30 

■Church services 
■Film, sm'b'd (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The Norfolk Island 


MON TUE WED 


3 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


4 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


5 

■Film, sm'b’d(VV) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open nigit (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00>’ 


10 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


12 

■Film, sm'b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


17 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


18 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Dam (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


19 

■Film, sm'b'd (W) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


24 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


HOLIDAY 
Anzac Day 
■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


26 

■Film, sm'b’d (VV)' 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open(Ml -4.30) 


APRIL EVENTS IN THE HISTORY 


THE MUTINY ON THE "BOUNTY" - On April 28th. 1789, members of the 
crew of the "Bounty" took charge of the ship and set Captain Bligh and 18 of 
his supporters adrift in a small boat. Most of the mutineers stayed in Tahiti; 
nine of them , along with 19 Tahitians, sailed to Pitcairn Island - the ances¬ 
tors of today's Norfolk Islanders. 

THE ABANDONING OF NORFOLK - On April 10th, 1810, Captain Piper, the 
head of the "first settlement" on Norfolk, was recalled, and the settlement 
was soon abandoned. Norfolk was then uninhabited until 1825, when the 


a great name in photography 





CALENDAR 


APRL 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSIS. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30 ) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSIS. 00) 

■ Rotary <NIk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Film (RSIS. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSIS. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSIS. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSIS. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Film (RSIS-. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSIS. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


OF NORFOLK AND THE PITCAIRNERS --- 

brutal "second settlement" prison colony was established. 

THE OFFERING OF NORFOLK TO THE PITCAIRNERS - On April 22nd, 1856, 
Acting Lt. Gregorie on behalf of the British Government met with the Pit¬ 
cairners in the schoolhouse on Pitcairn and described the terms and conditions 
Governor Denison had authorised him to carry out if the people agreed to 
move to Norfolk Island. All of Norfolk was to be owned by them, individu¬ 
ally or in common, and they were to continue being self-governing, with 
Gov. Denison acting as a nominal link between them and the Crown. 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


ON NORFOLK 


arI cameralines 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
.Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


f ^ I 
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Finally. 

All three exposure modes 
in one compact package. 

Aperture Priority. Shutter Speed Priority. Fully-Metered Manual. 


Minolta proudly presents the greatest 
camera advance in years. The world's 
first “Multi-Mode" 35mm SLR camera 
The Minolta XD-7. It's a light, compact 
35 mm camera that is so precise, it will 
even correct exposure errors you might 
miss. And it has ended a decade-long 
camera dilemma. 

Until today, you were limited to one 
automatic exposure mode. Either 
aperture priority or shutter speed 
priority. Now this camera, a truly 
remarkable camera engineering feat, 
gives you both. Plus, fully-metered 
manual as well. You get electronically 
automatic ease in the mode that’s best 
for each individual shot. Plus, a small 
camerafui of other Minolta advances. 
Multi-Mode Exposure System 
Here is the essence of our photographic 
breakthrough: This entirely new breed of 
camera is the first 35 mm SLR that is 
dual automatic. What this means, simply, 
is that you can select aperture or shutter 
speed priority automation—whichever 
serves your needs best. Aperture priority 
lets you blur the background or 
foreground to highlight a lovely lady. 

Just select the f-stop you 
want to control the depth of field of your 
photographs. The camera automatically 
chooses the proper shutter speed from 1 
to 1/1000 sec. Shutter speed priority lets 
you select the shutter speed you want to 
control motion and give a surfer his 
endless summer. Our advanced 
electronics automatically select the 
precise aperture for proper exposure. 
Manual mode lets you control the 
creativity yourself to mirror creation. 

Automatic Exposure Correction 

Camera experts have acclaimed our 
Multi-Mode breakthrough is reason 


enough to place this camera at the 
pinnacle of SLR sophistication. But we 
didn't stop there. The Minolta XD-7 
incorporates many more advances such 
as our automatic exposure correction 
feature. In shutter speed priority mode 
the XD-7 gives you an LED warning 
signal if the lighting conditions change 
beyond the limits of the aperture at the 
shutter speed selected. If you don't 
adjust the shutter speed for proper 
exposure, the XD-7 will do it for you. 

It's that automatic and foolproof. 

Total Information Viewfinder 
We've thought of everything so you 
don't have to. Our vastly Improved 
viewfinder puts all the information, in 
any mode, right before your eye by 
means of LED display. And our newly 
developed “Acute-Matte" focusing 
screen technology enables bright, clear 
viewing, comer to comer. 

Auto Winder/Synchronized 
Electronic Flash 

The exciting XD-7 system includes our 
compact Auto Winder D which was 
designed exclusively for the camera and 
lets you shoot up to two frames per 
second. Our Auto Electroflash 200X 
automatically sets the camera's shutter 
speed to 1/100 second and synchronizes 
with the winder for continuous flash 
photos. 

The Minolta XD-7. Here is totally new 
camera technology which is destined to 
change the shape of camera thinking to 
come. For never before has so much 
been so beautifully designed into such 
as easy handling, reliably functional 
package. But don't take our word for It 
alone. Put this new breed of camera to 
your mind’s eye. 


The Multi-Mode 

MINOLTA XD-7 

The choice is yours. 


. .C AM ER ALINES 

Till-: 181./ Nn S OM.Y i.OM 1, ll.TK IMi O TO tiR A “f,.e. STORE 



NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00. 12. 30, 1. 00, 2. 00, 2. 30. 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00. 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 My Word 

10.05 Concert half-hour 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Bing Crosby story 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. G&W Show 

8.30 Top Pops 
9.00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.16 Melody Time 

10.05 Music from Showsfc 
Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Ridio Australia relay 


7.06 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Bing Crosby story 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Hone to Roost 
TO. 05 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Light Music from 
the Netherlands 
12.05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of Mtb. 

only) N.I. Council Mtg. 
4.00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7.00 Pick of the Week 

Prog, includes Comedy 
Dritiia, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of Books 
10.05 Much Less a Slave 

10.45 Morning Serial_ 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2. 00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7.05 An Evening of 
Entertainment 

FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 
10.05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Elton John Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 

7.00 Programme Surround¬ 
ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


11.00 Top of Pops 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.25 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
5.00 Young Mood 

7.05 Comedy 

7.30 Movin’ Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay’s Case Book 

9.45 The Par am or Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Radio Australia relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of. the Pitcairn Settlers’ Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, die 
Trading Post, Jensen’s and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



me 

Your favourite cocktails 

‘fine CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


DINS 


mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 





PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISti KNITWEAR, partner ^ 
packs,' skirt packs* sock-anc^fie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for mem 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dress* 

WOOD & IVORY carvings^ 
and other souvenits \tf 

Continue along Tabor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm- r §pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am -12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE: (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL'VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; I0am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ;Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1 ; Fri day 1-4. 

STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and l.45-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN.BURNT PINEt ~ 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5,30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.3Oam-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
!Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Bumt Pine office 
lopen 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri. 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 



OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE'2 01 9 





PRENTICE’S 




COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pin St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7327 9 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 








BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us : 

International Duty-Free ; "A new ship- 
ment of dolls, from only $4.75. One 
of them. Poppet, walks and talks for 
just $17. 95. We also have the fam¬ 
ous Playdough. which kids like - 
the construction kit is only $3.50. ” 

■ 

Miltons : 'Special camera prices in- 
clude the new Nikkon FM SLR, with 
50mm lens, for $399.95 - and the 
Eumig super 8 sound movie pro¬ 
jector at $225 and up." 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Cameralines: "A movie kit - Minolta 
Autopak 8-D6 camera and Chinon 
C-100 dual projector, at half the 
normal Norfolk price - $133 instead 
of $266. Only four of them-hurry. " 

■ 

The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 



ACROSS 

1. Candle lighter 
3. Unbound 

5. Communion 

6. Give voice 

7. Message 

9. Zodiac sign 

10. Revelry 

12. Limb 

13. Summit 

14. Sticks 

17. Legendary 
animal 

18. Concurrence 


DOWN 
1. Period 






Someday all watches will be made this way. 




TheSeikoQuartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 
accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 




raising and management has develop¬ 
ed quite independently of Austral ia's. 
(It is worth noting here that while 
Norfolk Islanders contribute to their 
public revenue in a quite engaging 
way, they do not pay Australian 
taxes.) 

5. Its indigeneous political system 
has expanded or contracted quite 
separately from Australia's, usually 
in response to each of the inquiries 
referred to above. But the polity 
has always been strictly though be¬ 
nignly constrained by politicians 
and/or bureaucrats from another 
country, far away. This has severe¬ 
ly limited the Norfolk Island com¬ 
munity's capability to participate 
in what Australians, for instance, 
would regard as democratic self- 
government. 

Norfolk Islanders have always been 
under autocratic rule (fortunately never 
the sort of oppressive or exploitive rule 
that came to characterise colonialism 
at its worst). They have never had 
direct parliamentary representation 
in England or in Australia. Currently 
they have less formal say in the day- 
to-day management of their public 
affairs than the modest municipal 
council in Australia. The Norfolk 
Island Council, though elected, is 
advisory only. The final say resides 
with the Administrator and/or his Min¬ 
ister in Canberra. 

(It should be noted here that though 
Norfolk Island has a quite uneven his¬ 
tory of association with its Administra¬ 
tor, nothing in this report can be prop¬ 
erly construed to be a criticism of the 
present Administration, Mr. Desmond V. 
O'Leary. He generally appears to be 
well-regarded as responsive and corr¬ 
ect in his handling of a difficult and 
unenviable post). 

Against this background there is 
added significance in the January 18, 

1978 action of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil in tabling for public comment a 
Draft Constitution (Appendix C), which 
seeks to formalise the Island's status 
as a self-governing Crown Colony of 
Australia with its own legislature, its 
own executive administration, its own 
courts, its own Bill of Rights and a 
clearly defined association with Aust¬ 
ralia. 

It would appear that there is a strong 
support among a clear majority of the 
Norfolk Island people for such a relation¬ 
ship with Australia. This most clearly 
emerges from the gathering of "Solemn 
Declarations" from more than 70^fc of 
Norfolk Island electors in May, 1977. 
More than 65^ of the population signed 
in favour of the Island remaining "a 
distinct and separate territory with its 
own system of laws, benefits and tax - 


es”. (See p.39 of Appendix Dii for a 
fuller analysis.) 

However, there is a body of minor¬ 
ity opinion on the Island which has 
reservations about this. It is appropri¬ 
ate that their views be noted. Their 
reservations are. reflected generally in 
Merval Hoare's Canberra Times fea¬ 
ture article of Tuesday December 2 0, 
1977. (Appendix E). They might be 
summarised thus: 

1. Social Security - Though there 
is an informal welfare system on Nor¬ 
folk Island relying on cases of need 
being identified mainly by a visiting 
nursing service and the needs met 
through services and funds supplied by 
community service and charity groups 
and a Council weekly grant to needy 
individuals of $25 a week, there is 
no statutory backing for this system. 
The minority group feels that the 
Australian social welfare system with 
its legislative backing is more prefer¬ 
able. 

2. Self-Government - Given the 
more 'gentle' disposition of the Pit¬ 
cairners, an Island government 
would, the minority believe, tend 
to be dominated by the more enter¬ 
prising mercantile interests on the 
Island. These interests would be 
ready to introduce rapid change 
which would undermine, if not des¬ 
troy, the most appealing quality of 
life currently enjoyed on the Island. 
The changes the minority fears most 
would flow from any re-establishment 
of Norfolk Island as a tax-haven, or 
some other sort of off-shore financial 
centre, with consequent growth of a 
commercial and service infrastructure 
and people to operate it. 

It was this group, incidentally, which 
gathered 201 signatures in February 1977 
on a petition to the Administrator ex¬ 
pressing support in principle for the 
Nimmo Report and asking specifically 
for "all social and welfare benefits” 
provided by Australia to Australian 
mainland citizens. (See Appendix F). 

What is significant in all of this is 
not the merits or otherwise of the ma¬ 
jority and minority viewpoints, fears 
and concerns but the fact that Island 
opinion is not unanimous. Any pro¬ 
cess of consultation therefore needs to 
be handled sensitively as well as sys¬ 
tematically and with a conscious cli¬ 
mate of open-mindedness. 

In this respect, die Nimmo Report 
is disappointingly flawed. 

The Royal Commission relied on die 
usual and perhaps inadequate techniques 
of historical research, advertisement' 
and announcements to gather submis¬ 
sions to yield the data on which to 
base its findings. While the histori¬ 
cal research appears not to have 


been superficial (though not complete, 
either), die gathering of important 
social data about the Islanders appears 
to have come from a gross sample of 
no more than 9°lc of the total popu¬ 
lation. Given die size of the Norfolk 
Island population, there cannot be 
much confidence placed in such data 
or the judgements made on it - es¬ 
pecially as there seems to have been 
little attempt at establishing the 
representativeness of the sample, 
even in a statistical sense. In addi¬ 
tion, efforts to weigh factors such 
as validity, accuracy, articulate¬ 
ness and willingness to be a source 
relied perhaps too heavily on judi¬ 
cial intuition. 

It is notable that the Report ad¬ 
mits that die Commission was unable 
to work its way through die feelings 
of what it chose to call the Island 
"factions" and draw from the data 
before it a "consensus” view about 
how the Islanders felt on their future. 
The Report also displays some signs 
of irritation about this inability, not¬ 
ably in comments like "this small, 
faction-riddled and confined com¬ 
munity” being unable to evolve with¬ 
in itself generally- acceptable policies 
for its future (paragraph g, page 64) - 
a finding, incidentally, that is open 
to quite strong challenge. 

Certainly it is fair cridcisra that 
the Royal Commission was unsystemat¬ 
ic in the way it went about gathering 
data on the critical area of Islanders' 
values, attitudes, fears, concerns and 
desires about their future. Nor let it 
be said, is there much in the Report 
(though there may be in die nan scripts) 
to enable the interested observer to 
build up a reliable picture of Norfolk 
Island as an economic entity or an 
ecological entity. 

In other words there is a lack of ade¬ 
quate data provided by the Nimmo Re¬ 
port about important aspects of Norfolk 
Island as a polity. Such data does not 
seem to be readily available. 

When the Island administration bud¬ 
gets for a deficit and in reality winds 
up with a surplus three or four times 
higher than die anticipated loss, it 
suggests there are bad gaps in die data 
on which the original estimates were 
based. 

Similarly when the Islanders can 
dispute rather tellingly official data on 
Commonwealth Government expenditure 
on Norfolk Island supplied to the Royal 
Commission, it suggests gaps in the 
data available to Canberra. 

Important questions of need among 
Island residents require not only cri¬ 
teria for assessing need but data about 
those criteria to be available to the 
decision-makers. The Indications 
are that such data is not collected sys- 
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tematicaUy. 

Finally there has not been a census 
conducted on the Island for some years 
now and so basic demographi c data 
does not seem to be either readily 
available or reliable. 

Doubtless further research could 
turn up other Instances where deci¬ 
sion-making has to rely on intuition 
and those rather uneven patterns of 
bureaucratic recollection called "ex¬ 
perience" rather than on reliable, 
systematically collected data avail¬ 
able on demand. 

The point here is that Australian 
decision-makers cannot effectively 
meet their obligation to protect the 
rights of Norfolk Islanders and pro¬ 
mote their well-being and their 
political, economic, social and 
educational advancement by cas¬ 
ual reliance on intuition, no matter 
what direction die Island’s future 
takes. 

There would therefore seem to be 
a clear merit in identifying and 
collecting the data that is going to 
be needed to make sensible and 
sound decisions about the island's 
future as a developing polity - 
economic, social, cultural and 
political data abouts its people and 
its institutions, its natural and its so¬ 
cial environment. 

Given the complexity and degree 
of involvement of die people with 
the data, such a job would have to 
be undertaken by an independent 
team of people who are sensitive 
to the needs and the concerns of a 
developing polity. That in itself 
suggests a multi-disciplinary expert 
approach. 

For the data to be reliable, it 
would mean in the case of Norfolk 
Island, not just surveys, but a properly 
designed census of die entire popula¬ 
tion and its institutions. 

... 00O00... 

D, THE PARTIES TO THE CONFLICT: 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUST¬ 
RALIA. 

Australia took control of Norfolk 
Island’s affairs from Britain by agree¬ 
ment between the two powers in 1914. 
Historical accounts of Australia’s sub¬ 
sequent role in promoting the well¬ 
being of the inhabitants with appro¬ 
priate polidcal, economic and so¬ 
cial measures can be derived, albeit 
haphazardly, from sources such as 
Merval Hoare, the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil papers and the Nlmmo Report. 

In general, it should be stressed 
that there is absolutely no legal or 
other doubt about Australia's sovereign¬ 
ty over Norfolk Island. As confirmed 


by the Berwick Case decision in 1976 
by the High Court, the Federal Parlia¬ 
ment has full plenary power to do 
anything it likes with Norfolk Island. 

But there are moral constraints. 

R.H. Ellicott, Q.C. and M.H. Mc- 
Lelland, Q.C., point out in their 
joint opinion of August 1973 (Appen¬ 
dix G) that legally there is no restric¬ 
tion on Parliament's power based 
on "injustice, capriciousness or simi¬ 
lar considerations." But Parliamentar¬ 
ians well know they have to take into 
account those moral considerations 
enshrined in the democratic tradition - 
among them justice, fairness and, 
in the case of overseas actions, inter¬ 
national obligations. 

Given this, two specific aspects 
of Australia's "official" attitudes and 
behaviour towards Norfolk Island merit 
close attention. They are: 

Australian Concern . Norfolk 
Island has never really rated high 
on any Australian Government's 
agenda of concerns. This is quite 
understandable - if only because 
there are no votes and few vested 
interests for or against the Island 
located on the Australian mainland. 
There has been no internal spur to 
foster the political will needed to 
meet the moral responsibility 
Australia implicitly accepted when 
it sigped the U. N. Charter to en¬ 
sure for non-self-goveming terri¬ 
tories like Norfolk Island, "with 
due respect for the culture of the 
people concerned, their political, 
social, economic and educational 
advancement, their just treatment 
and their protection against abuses." 

(Article 73a of the U.N. Charter). 

In the absence of any political 
imperative, reflective policy forma¬ 
tion and implementation in Canberra 
has obviously been left in the hands 
of a small band of anonymous civil 
servants. The outcome has been, 
as Sir John Nimmo noted in his re¬ 
port, a lack erf proper communica¬ 
tion and consultation between Can¬ 
berra and the Islanders and the ab¬ 
sence of clear and agreed long-term 
policies. 

This too is quite understandable - 
if not inevitable under remote-control 
decision-making over distances of 
1900 kilometres. A breakdown in 
relationships is quite predictable under 
such circumstances. 

The formal relationship with Nor¬ 
folk Island is maintained by the 
Governor-General appointing an 
Administrator located on the Island 
who then liaises on a day-to-day 
basis with the Minister who has res¬ 
ponsibility for administering the 
Norfolk Island Acts of the Federal 


Parliament. It appears that this 
Minister is in turn serviced by a u 
of the Public Service charged will 
handling Australia's overseas terri¬ 
tories and within this unit there is 
one officer, usually an Assistant Se 
retary, in charge of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and file. When contentious issues 
arise, an interdepartmental com¬ 
mittee (I. D, C.) is formed. Other 
aspects of the Canberra administra¬ 
tion are discussed on pp. 345-348 of 
the Nimmo Report. 

As at die end of 1977, Norfolk 
Island has been swapped around 
among at least three different Min¬ 
istries and departments, each with 
other responsibilities besides Nor¬ 
folk Island over the past six years. 
Two outcomes are inevitable: firstly 
Ministers have to pay more atten¬ 
tion to the more partisan issues from 
other areas of their portfolio. The 
generation of solutions to Norfolk 
Island problems is thus initially to 
die small handful of civil servants 
in the territories unit; secondly, 
Norfolk Island matters extremely 
important to Norfolk Islanders will 
naturally lose in the competition 
for attention within the department. 
And meetings of the I.D.C's seem 
to go about their business very slow¬ 
ly, not according to the moral, let 
alone the political imperatives of 
the issue, but according to the 
availability of committee mem¬ 
bers. 

Hence management of the dy¬ 
namics erf Norfolk Island*s progress 
seems largely left in the hands of 
a small group of bureaucrats, shield¬ 
ed from public scrutiny and who 
may or may not have die requisite 
background far sound, responsive, 
just and prudent decision-making, 
let alone the will or the skill to go 
to bat for the Island in the compet- 
itition for Ministerial and Cabinet 
attention. (Norfolk Islanders com¬ 
plain that in October, 1977, the 
key civil servant in Canberra had 
spent only one day on the Island.) 

Small wonder that Sir John 
Nimmo felt Impelled to highlight 
somewhat savagely the "basic and 
damaging" aspects of Canberra's 
administrative behaviour towards 
the Island (pp. 345-346); no wonder 
that the Islanders find themselves 
in an almost continual dispute gen¬ 
erated by an overload of what can 
only be described as ministerial and 
bureaucratic equivocation, unrespon¬ 
siveness, patronising moral arrogance, 
ineptness and at times intransigence 
sustained in a fairly consistent patt¬ 
ern for the last 100 years. 

While Australia has avoided the 
oppressive and exploitive excesses 
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of other colonial powers, there are 
grounds for asserting that Norfolk 
Island’s development has been 
mainly due to the enterprise of die 
Islanders themselves in combination 
with the will and skill of locally- 
based Administrators. 

What has happened on die Island 
has almost been in spite of Canberra 
and neither successive Australian 
Governments (and their political 
parties) nor the Australian Public 
Service can really take any pride 
in the way they have met the 
"sacred trust” highlighted in the 
U.N. Charter of promoting the 
well-being of Inhabitants of terri¬ 
tories, as far as Norfolk Island is 
concerned. 

Furthermore it is appalling that 
in 1978 there are a body of people 
otherwise regarded as Australian 
citizens not only with no vote 
about the national parliament but 
even worse, with no power of de¬ 
cision-making about their own 
community’s affairs. It leaves 
Australia wide open to well-merit- 
. ed criticism of failure to meet 
the responsibility under Article 
73b of the Charter "to develop 
self-government, to take due 
account of the political aspira¬ 
tions of die peoples and to assist 
them in the progressive develop¬ 
ment of their free political insti¬ 
tutions. .." 

Obviously it is past time for 
die clumsy, ad hoc policy develop¬ 
ment and implementation approach 
of the recent years to be changed - 
and radically. 

Fortunately there is now the 
prospect of some impetus for such 
change and the Islanders generally 
place strong hope for this In it. 
Following the Cabinet reorganisa¬ 
tion after the 1977 Federal elec¬ 
tion which saw the Fraser admin¬ 
istration returned to power in 
Canberra, responsibility for Nor¬ 
folk Island was transferred to die 
new Ministry for Home Affairs. 

The Minister appointed was the 
Hon. R.l. Ellicott, Q.C. As the 
author of a joint opinion on Nor¬ 
folk Island's constitutional and 
legal status in 1975 and as a vis¬ 
itor to the Island as the then Attor¬ 
ney-General for five days in June 

1977, Mr. Ellicott took the office 
with "a better-informed understand¬ 
ing of Norfolk than any other Minis¬ 
ter since Australia took up respon¬ 
sibility for the Island's administra¬ 
tion 63 years ago”, according’to 
the Norfolk Islan d News (January 

1978, p.4). 
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Australia's International Stance. 
Australia signed the U.N. Charter 
as a foundation member on 1 Nov¬ 
ember 1945, and the following 
year under its obligation of Article 
73e, enumerated and began trans¬ 
mitting information on the over¬ 
seas territories it considered non¬ 
self-governing, as distinct ficm 
trust territories. Tbe.Australian 
Government of the day saw fit to 
nominate the obvious territories 
of the Cocos Islands and Papua. 

But it excluded Norfolk Island. 
What combination of moral fer¬ 
vour, political prudence and then- 
current perceptions of the nature 
of colonialism motivated this part¬ 
icular choice remains a matter for 
further research. 

But, some 30 years later, the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
clings to die claim that Norfolk 
Island is not a non-self-governing 
territory, but rather a part of 
metropolitan Australia, on the 
rather specious basis that no other 
member state of the U. N. has 
ever proposed that it be otherwise 
regarded. 

This sort of rationalising has been 
reinforced by the unfortunate refer¬ 
ences to Norfolk Island in the other¬ 
wise excellent report in 1975 from 
the Senate Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and Defence on " 
"United Nations Involvement with 
Australia's Territories". (See 
Bibliography). (It should be noted 
here that Chapters 2. 3 and 4 pro¬ 
vide a valuable introduction to 
Australia's obligation towards its 
external territories under the terms 
of the U.N. Charter and approp¬ 
riate General Assembly resolutions.) 

The Senate Committee took the 
misplaced view that number of 
factors militate against even the 
possibility of United Nations involve¬ 
ment in Norfolk Island... Such a 
step is neither justified nor is it 
likely to occur." (p. 143) 

It is noteworthy that the Com¬ 
mittee seemed to go beyond the 
rather limited information present¬ 
ed to it by, for instance, the For¬ 
eign Affairs Group of the Parlia¬ 
ment Legislative Research Service 
apropos Norfolk Island. 

Certainly it did not have the 
benefit of any first-hand experience 
of Norfolk Island (and this Is a necess¬ 
ity). But in fairness, the Committee 
was primarily occupied with develop¬ 
ments over one of Australia’s official¬ 
ly-declared non-self-governing terri¬ 
tories, the Cocos Islands. 

Hence it came to conclusions that 


are somewhat of a joke on Norfolk 
Island. The Norfolk Island Council 
analysis claims nine straight errors 
of fact or significant distortion in 
the Committee's Report - (see pp41- 
42 of Appendix D-ii). 

The official Australian stance on 
Norfolk Island is, in short, patently 
ludicrous. 

The obvious explanation why it 
has never been challenged lies in 
a combination of other States' ignor¬ 
ance of Norfolk Island; the Norfolk 
Islanders' goodwill coupled with 
their limited knowledge and under¬ 
standing of tiie workings of the U. N. 
system and the most effective ways 
of lifting the veil of ignorance from 
other member States; and - in trib¬ 
ute to the good work of Australia's 
Diplomatic Corps - the standing and 
esteem in which Australia is held in 
the U.N. and elsewhere in the inter¬ 
national community on colonial mat¬ 
ters, thanks in large measure to the 
wise and sympathetic trusteeship of 
Nauru and New Guinea. 

But, by tiie criteria of the resolu¬ 
tions of tiie U.N. General Assembly, 
particularly those on geographic dis¬ 
tance, ethnic and cultural distinct¬ 
ness and judicial, administrative, 
economic and even historical links, 
and by the reality of Australia's be¬ 
haviour towards it, Norfolk Island 
Is quite clearly and inescapably at 
present a non-self-goveming colony 
of Australia. 

In addition, legally, die opinion 
of M.H. McLelland, Q.C., of Uth 
August 1975 (Appendix H) has far 
more power in its line of argument 
than the contrived analysis provided 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
in its submission -to the Nimmo Royal 
Commission (transcript p. 3140). 

The McLelland conclusion: "As a 
matter of law the relationship be¬ 
tween Norfolk Island and Australia 
falls within the provision of Article 
73". 

The official Australian position 
is also a highly unstable one. Given 
the current swings and shifts in in¬ 
ternational relationships, it does not 
need much imagination to see the 
embarrassment that could be caused 
to Australia should the Islanders 
choose to document their view of 
their relationship with Australia in 
the right way and request the Secre¬ 
tary-General to have the matter 
looked into as an admittedly small 
but nevertheless potentially signifi¬ 
cant problem in terms of the General 
Assembly declarations about the con¬ 
tinuation of colonialism in all its 
forms and manifestations posing a 
threat to international peace and se- 
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cuiity, (see Resolution 2621 XXV); 
and having done this to circulate 
their view to resident U.N. repre¬ 
sentatives on die Committee of 24, 
the international press and the heads 
of government of selected States, 
especially in the Pacific region and 
our disputations friends in ASEAN - 
let alone others in the Group of 77. 

The Australian position on Nor¬ 
folk Island's colonial status needs 
prompt reconsideration, if only to 
be prepared with a more plausible 
response to any sudden upsurge of 
Interest in die status of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and by other member States of the 
international community either 
directly to Canberra or through the 
United Nations. 

... ooOoo... 

E. NORFOLK ISLAND, THE UNITED 
NATIONS AND THE U.N. A. A. 

The United Nations has never 
made Norfolk Island the subject of 
any debates or resolutions in the 
General Assembly or any of its re¬ 
lated bodies. The Island has never 
been an issue. 

In simple terms, die reason for 
dlls is that Australia has never listed 
Norfolk Island as a non-self-govern¬ 
ing territory and no other member 
has asked why it hasn't - let alone 
moved to add the Island to die U. N. 
list; (It is Intriguing to note, how¬ 
ever, that Britain has seen fit to 
nominate Pitcairn Island, whose 92 
residents are mostly blood reladves 
of the Norfolk Island "Pitcairners''.) 

There has, however, been some 
Indirect U.N. involvement with the 
Island. Norfolk Island is referred to 
in a U.N.I.T.A.R. study “Small 
States and Territories - Their Status 
and Their Problems" written by 
Jacques Rapaport, Ernest Muteba 
and Joseph J. Therattil.and publish¬ 
ed by the Division of Public Admin¬ 
istration. In addition, in 1974, the 
chairman of a U.N. visiting mission 
about Cocos was reported as saying 
that Norfolk Island was "an external¬ 
ly administered territory which could 
come under the aegis of the U.N. 
Committee of 24 on Decolonisation" 
(Canberra Times, August 6. 1974). 

Norfolk Island has tried to involve 
die U.N. - but went about it in¬ 
effectively. 

In February 1977, the eight elect¬ 
ed members of die advisory Norfolk 
Island Council jointly signed a lengthy 
letter, well backgrounded, to the 
Chairman of the Committee of 24 
(see Appendix Dii). I am reliably 
informed that after several months 
and some prodding with follow-up 


cables the then Chairman replied 
that the Committee could not take 
Up the matter as it had not been re¬ 
ferred to the Committee by the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly. 

That move failed. However it Is 
known that the Councillors and other 
interested citizens are exploring al¬ 
ternative ways of gaining the General 
Assembly's attention, should the ques¬ 
tion of the Island's status not be re¬ 
solved satisfactorily with Australia in 
die not too distant future. 

It can only be said that Australia 
was lucky on that first approach to the 
U. N. 

Certainly the Australian Mission to 
the U. N. in New York must have put 
in some solid work and plenty of telex 
and consultation time with Canberra 
and other delegations to develop the 
face-saving formula that reportedly 
emerged from the Committee of 24. 

But how much of Australia's reser¬ 
voir of goodwill in U.N. diplomatic 
circles had to be used up at that time - 
and how long will the remainder of 
that reservoir last in the face of any 
concerted campaign by die Norfolk 
Islanders, should they choose to mount 
one? 

It seems highly unlikely that the 
Norfolk Islanders would resort to force 
and so create a threat to international 
peace and security in order to get the 
General Assembly's attention. The 
strongest threat the Norfolk Islanders 
would appear to pose to Australia 
would be the threat of international 
embarrassment with spinoff political 
consequences in mainland Australia. 

But such an assessment is essoitial- 
ly negative. A far more positive 
approach must surely be to defuse the 
threat and resolve die conflict be¬ 
fore it could become an issue, how¬ 
ever minor, at the United Nations. 

There is a legitimate role for the 
United Nations Association of Aust¬ 
ralia to play in achieving that result. 

As a non-governmental organisa¬ 
tion it is committed to supporting the 
United Nations as a centre for harmon¬ 
ising the attainment of Charter purposes, 
notably the maintenance of internation¬ 
al peace and security, respect for hu¬ 
man rights, and the attainment of funda¬ 
mental freedoms for all people. 

Besides promoting die work of the 
United Nations within the Australian 
community it also has an obligation 
to ensure that Australia sustains the 
political will to meet its obligations 
as a member of the world commun¬ 
ity- 

In die case of Norfolk Island the 
question is how the U.N.A.A. can 
most effectively meet Its commit¬ 
ment. 

Somewhat regretfully, the U. N. A. A. 


itself was not aware of the nature of 
Norfolk Island as a colonial entity at 
the time the Senate Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and Defence was con¬ 
sidering U. N. involvement in Australia's 
overseas territories. Otherwise it might 
have helped to set the record right. 

Whether any submission to the Nimmo 
Royal Commission would have been use¬ 
ful or effective is open to serious doubt. 
The Royal Commission had the benefit 
of evidence about Norfolk Island and 
Australia's international obligations 
including the Foreign Affairs stance 
and the McLelland opinion, but under¬ 
mined its own utility by completely 
failing to acknowledge anything on 
this point in its final Report. 

It was the aftermath that brought 
Norfolk Island to the attention of die 
U.N.A.A. through a draft resolution 
presented to the 1977 Federal Coun¬ 
cil from the N. S.W. Division ex¬ 
pressing concern that a satisfactory 
solution be reached between the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council and die Australian 
Government and instructing the Fed¬ 
eral Executive to extend an offer of 
mediator services If requested. The 
resolution was approved. 

It is pleasing to report that no such 
offer needs to be made now that the 
elevation of the Hon. R.J. Ellicott, 

Q. C., to the Ministry with the Home 
Affairs portfolio has broken the im¬ 
passe previously existing. And the 
, Norfolk Island Council has a direct 
link to the Minister through the Ad¬ 
ministrator, Mr. O'Leary. 

What would be far more useful 
would be for the U.N.A.A. to con¬ 
sult with the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and the Minister for Home 
Affairs with a view to having the 
Federal Government adopt a "self- 
determination" policy for Norfolk 
Island and recommending appropri¬ 
ate procedures to implement such a 
policy in a way that would meet the 
generally recognised international 
standards for an act of self-determina¬ 
tion. 

The U.N.A,A. should also estab¬ 
lish what power and standing it may 
have to intervene in the appropriate 
Court or before the A dn inis native 
Appeals Tribunal should any unilater¬ 
al moves be taken in Canberra on 
Norfolk Island's status eiiher by ad- 
mlnisnative fiat or legislative action. 

Finally the U.N.A. A. should con¬ 
sider what information, advice and 
assistance it would think proper and 
useful to give the Norfolk Islanders 
in resolving the conflict peacefully. 

These matters are canvassed in 
more detail in die final section of 
this report. 

(please turn to the next page) 
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... ooOoo... 

F. TOWARDS RESOLUTION OF THE 
CONFLICT - CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

As at the beginning of February 
3978, resolution of the Norfolk Island 
conflict seems readily attainable, 
given the much-improved relation¬ 
ship between the Australian govern¬ 
ment and the Islanders brought about 
by the appointment of the Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, Q. C., as the responsible 
Minister. 

There would appear to be two 
key requisites to resolution: 

a) A change in Canberra percep¬ 
tions about Norfolk Island so that 
some fundamental realities be¬ 
come recognised; and 

b) generation of the necessary 
political will to resolve the matter 
in accordance with these realities. 

The Realities of Norfolk Island. 

The realities in need of recogni- 
tion include the following: 

1. Norfolk Island is at present 
quite clearly a non-self-govern¬ 
ing colony of Australia. No chall¬ 
enge to that reality on moral, le¬ 
gal, political or sociological 
grounds is sustainable. 

2. Australia has no justification 
for continuing to claim that Nor¬ 
folk Island is part of metropolitan 
Australia and therefore not sub¬ 
ject to Australia’s obligations to 
the United Nations about non-self- 
governing territories. 

3. It is a threat to the smooth and 
effective management of Australia’s 
international relations to provide 
potentially hostile elements in the 
international community with the 
opportunity that Norfolk Island pre¬ 
sents to embarrass Australia before 
the world. 

4. Australia has firmly committed 
itself to the internationally recog¬ 
nised principle of self-determina¬ 
tion. Australia practices this 
through its own Constitution. It 

is clearly inconsistent for the Fed¬ 
eral Government to continue to re¬ 
fuse this right to the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

5. The Nimmo Report regretfully 
cannot ,be taken as the basis for de¬ 
veloping a sound consistent policy 
of self-determination forNorfolk 
Island. ' Despite its many good 
points, it is^updajrientally flawed 
in: - 

(a) its failure to canvass the 
aspect of Australia's international 
obligations under the U. N. de¬ 
clarations in the areas of colonial¬ 
ism and human.tights in discuss¬ 


ing the future status and the 
most appropriate form of adminis¬ 
tration for Norfolk Island. 

(bj its inability to derive and 
adopt a systematic and valid 
approach to the business of con¬ 
sulting with, determining the 
wishes and interpreting the de¬ 
sires and capabilities of the per¬ 
manent population of Norfolk 
Island as a political entity. 

6. Equally, the otherwise solid 
report of the Senate Standing Com¬ 
mittee on Foreign Affairs and De¬ 
fence on "United Nations’ Involve¬ 
ment with Australian Territories" 
cannot be utilised on the Norfolk 
Island issue because of its failure 
to investigate adequately the real¬ 
ity of Norfolk Island as a polity. 

7. Should they be so motivated, 

it will not take long for the Norfolk 
Islanders to uncover effective pro¬ 
cedures few communicating their 
discontent to other Member States 
of the United Nations and thus 
speeding up the prospect for hav¬ 
ing the island placed on the U. N. 
list of non-self-governing terri¬ 
tories by the General Assembly, 
with all the embarrassing conse¬ 
quences for Australia that that en¬ 
tails. 

8. Australia’s international and 
domestic interests would be best 
served by prompt steps to "power 
down" the intensity of the Norfolk 
Islanders' discontented uncertainty 
and then moving to establish a fi¬ 
nal basis for self-government of 
Norfolk Island with all deliberate 
speed. 

Developing the Political Will - 
a Procedure . 

It is considered that given all the 
current circumstances, the obligation 
to protect the Islanders' rights as well 
as promote their well-.being and the 
obligation also to protect Australia’s 
interests, an effective procedure for 
resolving the dispute in accordance 
with the preceding points might be 
as follows;- 

1. The Minister for Home Affairs 
to immediately advise the Norfolk 
Island Council and the Federal 
Parliament that 

(a) no decision on the future of 
Norfolk will be implemented with¬ 
out the Islanders’, formal consent and 

(b) that the Australian Government 
is prepared to begin promptly a 
process of consultation with Norfolk 
Islanders leading to a meaningful 
"act of self-determination" about 
the basis of self-government with 
association with Australia. 

2. In order to more systematically 
establish die social, economic and 


legal basis of association, the Min¬ 
ister for Home Affairs to commission 
an inter-disciplinary data-collection 
study on the cultural, social and 
economic patterns of needs, desires, 
values and attitudes of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and as a polity involving among 
other things a comprehensive and 
compulsory census of the perman¬ 
ent population. The study should 
be carried out by a carefully- 
chosen, private and independent 
consultancy to a design approved 
by a Ministerial Input panel that 
includes Island representatives. 

3. The Minister few Home Affairs 
to simultaneously set up a working 
party of appropriate experts inside 
and outside the Public Service to 
meet with the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil and begin preliminary discussions 
of the Draft Constitution, both on 
die Island and In Canberra, with a 
view to establishing the limits of 

its usefulness to both Australia and 
to the Norfolk Islanders. 

4. At die same time the Minister 
to ask the Norfolk Island Council 
to report on the process of consul¬ 
tation it proposes to pursue to en¬ 
sure that all elements of die com¬ 
munity have adequate opportunity 
to contribute their views and sugges¬ 
tions for change in a full spirit of 
free exchange and in keeping with 
Island community decision-making 
practice, with a view to develop¬ 
ing a generally-recognised consen¬ 
sus about the contents of a most 
desirable Constitution. 

6. On receipt of die completed 
study, recommence working party 
discussions with the aim of prepar¬ 
ing documentation for a public 
Constitutional Convention to be 
held on die Island, charged with 
producing a consensus Constitution. 

6. Commission a referendum or 
other agreed formal act of self- 
determination. 

The only other element required 
for reducing the Islanders' uncertain¬ 
ties to a manageable level would be 
a time-table for implementing this 
or any pther alternative procedure. 

The eigjit members of the current 
advisory Council come up for re- 
election in or about next June. 

Given this it may not be unreason¬ 
able to suggest that the basic study 
and the suggested census be carried 
out in time to permit the suggested 
Constitutional Convention to be in¬ 
itially scheduled for November/De¬ 
cember next. Should this be feasible, 
an act of transition to the agreed su¬ 
ms could be appropriately set for 
Bounty Day 1979 - June 8. 

Naturally, all costs for lmplement- 
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ing any such procedure should be met 
by the Federal Government. 

A procedure along these lines would, 
It is felt, promptly remove Island 
doubts about being consulted and by 
Its systematic approach to the business 
of effective communication between 
the Islanders and Canberra ensure that:- 

a) decision-makers have adequate 
data; 

b) the Norfolk Island community is 
canvassed thoroughly and motivated 
to generate their own understanding 
of what is involved and subsequently 
contribute in an atmosphere that will 
reduce defensiveness and subsequent 
discontent about outcomes to the 
minimum; 

c) there is adequate opportunity for 
Australia to contribute input con¬ 
sidered desirable to protect Aust¬ 
ralian Interests on the fiscal and 
economic management side while 
still meeting la international ob¬ 
ligations. 

d) no opportunity is given fa valid 
criticism of the procedure in in¬ 
ternational circles as other than an 
appropriate "act of self-determina¬ 
tion". 

Thus the conflict would be complete¬ 
ly resolved. 

In conclusion I therefae recam - 
mend that the U.N.A.A.:- 

(a) Approach the Minister for For¬ 
eign Affairs on the basis of this re¬ 
port and seek his support fa 

i) an Australian policy of "self- 
determination" fa Norfolk Island; 
and; 

ii) reconsideration of Australia's 
official stance on Nafolk Island 
as a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory, at this stage only as a de¬ 
fensive measure should the matter 
be brought up by other parties 
within the U.N. system. 

(b) Approach the Minister fa Home 
Affairs on die basis of this repat and 
seek his support fa 

lii) the promulgation of an Aust¬ 
ralian policy of "self-determina¬ 
tion" fa Norfolk Island on the 
basis of either free association 
with Australia a integration with 
Australia. 


iv) the recommended procedure 
as the basis for prudent implemen¬ 
tation of the policy and an appro¬ 
priate "act of self-determination" 
in the International sense. 

(c) Offer its help in principle to the 
NafolkTsland Council to resolve the 
conflict and ask what specific steps 
the Council would like to see taken 
in the light of evena since this repat 
was presented. 

(d) Investigate the Association's sta¬ 
tus befae Australian coura and the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal so 
that appropriate injunction action can 
be initiated should unilateral action 
be taken in Canberra in a manner 
that might damage Australia's standing 
at the United Nations. 

(e) Take any other appropriate steps 
to create a climate of informed pub¬ 
lic opinion in Australia should the 
need arise. 

"I don't think there 
Is any hope 1 '-Minister 

ADVANCE COPIES of the United 
Nations Association report were 
sent about March 14th to the Minis¬ 
ters fa Hone Affairs and Faeign 
Affairs. 

The repat was quoted from by 
several Councillors at the broad¬ 
cast talks with Mr. Ellicott on 
Norfolk on March 20th. 

Mr. Ellicott's only comment 
was, "The United Nations situa¬ 
tion has been indicated. I don't 


think there is any hope of getting 
my Government to accept that 
proposition. The Island should be 
treated as if it was a Territay of 
the Commonwealth. ” 
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MARCH 19-21, 1978 - THE NEW MINISTER TELLS HOW THE FUTURE WILL BE DECIDED 


COUNCIL: "Norfolk can stand on Its two feet. We only want 

the opportunity to develop sensibly. In friendship" 

MINISTER: "It'S unthinkable that you should not realise that 
the Australian Parliament Is your Parliament when 
a Minister of State Is here, with the right to 
make decisions about you" 


HON, R.J. ELLICOTT, Norfolk's new 
responsible Minister, was warmly 
welcomed to the Island on March 19th 
as a man of principle - and one who 
was on record as believing that Nor¬ 
folk is a distinct and separate settle¬ 
ment and that Australia should ad¬ 
minister for the Island's benefit, not 
Australia's. 

But be soon made it plain that as 
Minister for Home Affairs he had 
laid aside the principles he had said 
Australia was morally bound to follow 
on Norfolk. 

His message, over and over again - 
even preached to the children at the 
Norfolk school - was "This is Australia. 
You are Australians. “ 

Mr. Ellicott periodically assured 
the Island that no decision had yet 
been made about implementing the 
Nimmo Report, but his comments on 
many specific points left no doubt 
what decision is planned. 

Through an all-day broadcast 
meeting with Council on Monday the 
20th, he leafed back and forth through 
a copy of the Nimmo Report as if it 
were his basic reference work. 

In some six hours of talks with the 
Minister, Councillors expressed their 
deep objections to the main Nimmo 
recommendations, and told how the 
Island can manage local affairs better 
i than Canberra bureaucrats can. 

On only one point did Mr. Ellicott 
give ready agreement. He said his 
recommendations would include some 
form of local assembly, with some 
legislative powers. That is what 
the Nimmo Report proposed. 

An hour before the Minister's VIP 
aircraft returned to Australia on Tues¬ 
day evening, the new head of Mr. 
Ellicott's department, Dr. D. Mc- 
Michael, told The News that the 
department intended to almost double 
the number of Canberra public ser¬ 
vants working full-time on Australia's 
three external territories. The De¬ 
partment of Administrative Services 
had one Branch of territories staff, 

"plus a bit”. Mr. Ellicott and Dr. 
McMichael have agreed that two 


full Branches will be needed to hand¬ 
le the additional territories work 
they expect to be doing in Canberra. 

Nlnoo was wrong - but 
that doesn't natter 

WHILE STILL using the Nimmo 
Report as if it were sound, the Gov¬ 
ernment has dropped Sir John Nimmo's 
basic argument. 

The Report said that Norfolk was so 
costly to support that the people of 
the Island were entitled to no say in 
the shaping of die Island's future 
form of government. 

"As the net overall financial bur¬ 
den is clearly being borne by main¬ 
land Australia and no one else, " 
wrote Sir John Nimmo, 'It is proper 
that the Commonwealth should have 
this choice. If Norfolk Island resi¬ 
dents were meeting this cost then 
they would have a case for exercis¬ 
ing the choice themselves via a 
referendum." 

Judge Nimmo was not aware that 
he was relying on a wrong set of 
figures, and that Norfolk is self- 
supporting. 

Mr. Ellicott simply brushed the 
error aside during his talks with Coun¬ 
cil. 

"I don't want to go into the ques¬ 
tion of whether the assessment in 
the Nimmo Report is accurate or not," 
he said. "I think that’s not a very 
productive thing for us to talk about 
this morning." 

The Government's new position, as 
spelled out by the Minister in disjoint¬ 
ed, almost incomprehensible sentences, 
is that the cost of Norfolk isn't really 
important, after all. Australia is mo¬ 
tivated only by the fact that it has 
realised after 64 years how much it 
cares about the people of Norfolk. 

Australia feels a very special respon¬ 
sibility toward Norfolk, Mr. Ellicott 
said - as it feels a special responsibil¬ 
ity toward all Australians, wherever 
they may be. 

Here is die way Mr. Ellicott ex¬ 
plained this new position to Council - 


giving, along the way, an explanation 
of die function of the Administrator 
here: 

"The approach of the Government 
is that Norfolk Island is a part of Aust¬ 
ralia in the sense that I have expressed, 
and the Government feels a responsibil¬ 
ity to the people here and that respon¬ 
sibility is both a political responsibil¬ 
ity, because we are the Government 
of Norfolk Island in that sense, and it 
is not remote in the sense that distance 
places Norfolk Island away from the 
mainland. It’s very immediate and it 
always has been immediate since Aust¬ 
ralia took over Norfolk Island in the 
early part of this century, and that's 
why there is an Administrator here. 

So it's bodi a political responsibility 
which the Government is prepared 
to face up to and if it means that 
for the benefit of the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island there is a financial bur¬ 
den, the Government within die con¬ 
fines of its own financial capacities 
will assume that burden. ” 

Govern by consent? 

"I don't think so." 

ASKED whether due Island would be 
given the right to give consent to its 
future form of government by referen¬ 
dum, Mr. Ellicott said "1 don't think 
so". 

Perhaps realising that this is the 
central point In the entire controversy 
between Australia and Norfolk, and 
that such a flat answer might sound 
dictatorial, Mr. Ellicott added that 
die Government would call a referen¬ 
dum if the Government should decide 
that a referendum was necessary. 

He touched on the point again in a 
taped farewell message which was 
broadcast March 22, die day after 
his departure. The point was the 
same. If the Government should feel 
it was necessary, it would hold a 
referendum. 

But the Government recognises no 
right of the Island's people to choose 
their government by consent. 

'T've got to make recommendations 
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which are going to determine the fu¬ 
ture of the Island, " Mr, Ellicott told 
the Council. 

"There is a need to accept whatever 
the decision is, " he said, "and move 
with it." 

Historical rights not 
important any longer 

THE GOVERNMENT apparently has 
also abandoned the Nimmo Report's 
position on the historical rights of 
the Pitcairn settlers. 

The Nimmo report denied the ex¬ 
istence of any such rights, saying that 
there was not even any significant cir¬ 
cumstantial evidence that could lend 
support to them. 

Since the publication of the Report 
In 1916, a sequence of British historical 
documents has been shown to demon¬ 
strate that England authorised the owner¬ 
ship of all Norfolk Island land by the 
Pitcairners - individually or for com¬ 
munity use - and instructed a nominal 
Governor that the Pitcairners should 
continue governing themselves. 

At the Monday meetings with Coun¬ 
cil Mr. Ellicott did not support the 
Nimmo position, although it is crucial 
to the terms of reference given to Sir 
John's Royal Commission. He also 
made no acknowledgement of die 
British documents that have been wide¬ 
ly circulated since the Report. 

The new official stance on the his¬ 
torical rights, as expressed by Mr. Elli¬ 
cott, is "It's digging up the past in a 
way that I don't think it's helpful at 
this stage." 

The Minister said he had deep sym¬ 
pathies for the Pitcairners, and had 
"shared in some of the traditional cus¬ 
toms and singing" of the Islanders. He 
observed that the Nimmo Report had 
made recommendations concerning the 
sustaining of the Pitcairners' culture. 

(The Nimmo Report recommended that 
a section of the Norfolk Island Public 
Service should be set up to do this.) 

"This Is Australia. 

You are Australians." 

THROUGHOUT the three days he spent 
on the Island, Mr. Ellicott spoke in a 
tone of voice that was gentle and earn¬ 
est. 

He talked at great length, touching on 
a wide range of subjects. Interwoven 
through all of his comments were assur¬ 
ances that he would take everything into 
account, that he felt deep responsibility 
to all on Norfolk, that he had an open 
mind, that he had not arrived at any 
decision yet, and that everyone was 
working sincerely toward a solution 
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that would be as fair, reasonable, de¬ 
cent, productive, considerate, bene¬ 
ficial and wise as is humanly possible. 

But people listening closely realised, 
with dismay and fear, what policies 
the fatherly voice was laying down. 
This is Australia. You are subject to 
us. We make the decisions, not you. 
You are going to do things the way we 
do them. Your time of being different 
from Australia is over. 

The new policies were spelled out as 
Mr. Ellicott - 

• SUPPORTED each of the four 
greatest changes proposed by the 
Nimmo Report, which would inte¬ 
grate Norfolk into Australia - full 
payment of Australian taxes, ex¬ 
tension of all mainland social wel¬ 
fare benefit payments, the exten¬ 
sion of all Australian laws to the 
Island, and putting Norfolk voters 
into the electorate of Canberra 

• WAVED ASIDE a report from 
the United Nations Association of 
Australia, which says Norfolk is en¬ 
titled to self-determination, saying 
he thought there was no hope of the 
Government's accepting that proposi¬ 
tion 

• DECLINED to acknowledge that 
the Pitcairners are a distinct race 
with its own bloodlines, traditions 
and culture 

• WAS ADAMANT that the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, in which Norfolk 
has no vote and wants no vote, ts 
"your Parliament". "It's unthink¬ 
able, in my view, ” Mr. Ellicott 
said, "that you should not realise 
that the Australian Parliament is your 
Parliament when a Minister of State 
is here, appointed from the numbers 
of members of that Parliament, and 
has, through the system of Govern¬ 
ment that's adopted, the right to 
make decisions about people here 

in a very personal way." 

• FAULTED the solemn declara¬ 
tions, in which two-thirds of Norfolk 
electors expressed their preference 
to remain distinct from Australia, 

on the remarkable ground that people 
may have had specific reasons for 
voting as they did. "I have to weigh 
up the possible motivations that people 
may have had in voting a particular 
way," he said, "and those motivations 
may or may not affect the soundness 
of it, depending what the motivations 
are." 

• COMPARED the Pitcairners, who 
governed Norfolk for generations be¬ 
fore the Commonwealth came into 
existence, with Turkish, Greek and 
Italian migrants who have moved 
into Australia 

• BELITTLED Norfolk's ability to 
produce candidates for election who 
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could handle much governmental 
responsibility. Mr. Ellicott pointed 
out that even in the City of Canberra, 
people had doubts about being able 
to find good enough people to man¬ 
age the affairs of the A. C.T. 

• CREDITED past Australian Gov¬ 
ernment policies with having made 
Norfolk a place that people do not 
want to change. 

Government timetable: 
June 30, maybe sooner 

MR. ELLICOTT outlined the time¬ 
table on which he expected Australia 
to make and announce its decision 
about Norfolk's future form of gov¬ 
ernment. 

Until "early April” Mr. Ellicott 
will receive any written comments 
residents may wish to send him. 

He will then make a "provisional" 
decision on what he will recommend 
to Cabinet. 

Officers of his department will then 
have talks with other departments, in¬ 
cluding the Department of Transport, 
Treasury, the Prime Minister's De¬ 
partment and the Attorney-General's 
Department, to agree on matters 
affecting those departments. 

Mr. Ellicott will then put his com¬ 
pleted recommendation to Cabinet. 

He will have had to give ten days’ 
notice before doing this. 

Cabinet will then consider the 
recommendation. Mr. Ellicott 
thought this might take about a fort¬ 
night. 

Cabinet will then decide what Is 
to be done, and when the decision 
should be announced. 

Mr. Ellicott hopes to be able to 
come to Norfolk and announce the 
decision here. If this is not possible, 
the decision will be announced by the 
Administrator. 

Mr. Ellicott hopes the entire de¬ 
cision-making process can be com¬ 
pleted before June 30. 

MEETING WITH COUNCIL- 
DIRECT QUOTES 


ON THE ISLAND'S ECONOMY 

Cr. Blucher: "Norfolk Island is stand¬ 
ing on its two feet, can stand on Its 
two feet, and given the powers to 
control the earning of revenue, Nor¬ 
folk Island will continue to stand on 
its two feet." 

Cr. McIntyre: "The question of pay¬ 
ing Australian tax was included in 
the question in the solemn declaration 
in 1977, and-that resulted in over two- 
thirds of electors here declaring that 
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they wished Norfolk Island to remain 
distinct and separate, and have its 
own system of laws, and benefits, 
and taxes. 

"So I think it's fair to say that the 
Nimmo recommendation has been 
overwhelmingly opposed by the people 
of Norfolk Island. 

"I think the traditional situation of 
Norfolk Island as having its own inter¬ 
nal economy, and from that, as best 
it can, deriving its own revenues, is 
one that's basic to the self-confidence 
of the Island. 

"I think that economic independence, 
or self-sufficiency, is fundamental to 
morale of this place, its self-image, 
the way people who live here regard it. 

"When it becomes necessary to rely 
on the Australian purse to maintain the 
Island at all, then that's detrimental. 

"I think that It saps the strength of 
this place, and I would be very much 
opposed to moves of that kind. 

"The first fact, I think. In looking 
at this proposal, is the one already 
mentioned by Cr. Blucher: we are In 
the black. 

"Our economy is funcdealing well 
at the present dme, notwithstanding 
that these are generally regarded as 
difficult times. 

"Much as has been said about 
the fickleness of the tourist industry, 
it hasn't been fickle to Norfolk Island, 
though it still requires a deal of hus¬ 
banding. 

"i am unable to accept that we ar e 
in financial trouble, and I'm unable 
completely to accept Sir John Nimmo's 
reasoning for proposing to bring Aust¬ 
ralian taxes to Norfolk Island. 

"The argument that Sir John Nimmo 
proposed was that tax was justified 
because Australia spent $2^ million 
dollars on Norfolk Island in a year. 

"I think that figure is outrageously 
untrue, and unfair to Norfolk Island...” 

CR. SNELL; "SELF-DISCIPLINE 

WOULD DISAPPEAR..." 

Cr. Snell: "It is essential that we 
have control over our own fiscal 
structure. 

"It may be that any major capital 
expenditure will of necessity need 
to be partly funded by means of a 
loan from the Australian Government, 
but this should be upon a commer¬ 
cial basis, and such loans should gen¬ 
erate sufficient income to the Island 
to satisfy its servicing and ultimate 
repayment. 

'Tt is desirable, I feel, that 
Norfolk Island be given the author¬ 
ity to levy local taxes to meet Island 
needs wherever necessary. 

"If we were completely absorbed 
into the Australian system it would 


be sure to effect a restraint on the 
private sector, and most certainly 
kill the self-generated economy of 
this Island. 

"Including Norfolk Island in the 
Australian system, the cost to the 
Australian taxpayer would be high, 
as certainly in tills small commun¬ 
ity the present conditions and self- 
discipline would disappear complete¬ 
ly, and the Island would become 
entire ly dependant on the Australian 
welfare state." 

CR. MacKENZIE: "WHAT WORRIES 
"Mg iS WHAT'S GOlKlG TO HAPPEN 
TO THE COST OF LIVWG.Y.^ 

Cr. McKenzie: "The point that 
concerns me the most is what is go¬ 
ing to happen to the cost of living. 

"At the present time a normal 
chargeoutrate of a tradesman to 
customers is about $6 an hour. 

"On the mainland, with people 
paying tax, and provisional tax, 
and goodness knows what, their 
chargeout rate is around about $16 
an hour. 

"And this is a point that worries 
me, it's the fact that if business 
people come under the Australian 
tax system here they'll have to keep 
proper sets of books, which most of 
them don't now, they'll have to pay 
accountancy fees, and all of this is 
going to add to the cost of this com¬ 
munity, which everyone is going to 
have to pay. 

"I often wonder as to whether the 
Australian Government has ever had 
a feasibility study of what they ex¬ 
pect to get out of taxing Norfolk 
Island. 

"I don't think this has been done, 
but you may know of one and en¬ 
lighten us. 

"I feel in my own heart it's go¬ 
ing to cost the Australian Govern¬ 
ment a lot more by applying taxa¬ 
tion to Norfolk Island." 

MR. ELUCOTT: "IF THE GOVERN - 

"MEET FELT IT WAS TIN THE INTER- 

T5T5OT OTsTmWNS' EVING- 

On NORFOLK island...-"- 

Mr. Ellicott: "I don't think it would 
be a correct approach to assume that 
the Government is looking at this in 
terms of the financial or political 
burden to Australia. 

"There’ll be departments of state 
such as the Treasury, whose job it is 
to assess the burden, if it is a burden, 
but so far as the Government it con¬ 
cerned,'that is not the approach of 
the Government. 

".. .The question is really, that's 
thrown up by the Nimmo Report, 

And that isn't necessarily the view 


of the Australian Government, you 
understand that, they haven't formed 
a view yet, but the Nimmo Report - 
is saying that Norfolk Island should 
be treated as part of Australia, ba¬ 
sically, and therefore all the things 
that all Australians get, Australians 
who live on Norfolk Island should get, 
and all the welfare benefits, etc,, 
they should get. 

"Now tiie net result of that propo¬ 
sition may be a larger burden to the 
Australian Treasury; but if the Aust¬ 
ralian Government felt that was the 
proper, the right thing to do, in the 
interests of Australians living on Nor¬ 
folk Island, then it would do it. 

"That's the approach that the Gov¬ 
ernment is making." 

Australians or 
Norfolk Islanders? 

CR. SNELL- "WE CONSIDER OUR- 

"S ElVES to Be B0RE61K iSLaU Ders* 

Cr. Snell: "The Norfolk Islander 
considers himself a separate race of 
people, not particularly an Aust¬ 
ralian citizen... 

"As I've mentioned before, I can't 
consider that because Norfolk Island 
is classified as part of Australia, that 
the Norfolk Island people should be 
then subjected to Australian taxation 
purely because we are considered as 
Australians. 

"As history will show, the Norfolk 
Island people, my family included, 
colonised Norfolk Island in similar 
circumstances to the colonisation of 
Australia; and therefoe we have that 
distinction of being a separate race 
of people, and we consider ourselves 
to be Norfolk Islanders and not necess¬ 
arily Australians.” 

CR. BLUCHER: "FOR OVER 120 YEARS 
PITCAIRNERS HAVE NOT ulkiAkbED 
THEMSELVES AS AUSTRALIANS.. 

Cr. Blucher: "The people of Norfolk 
Island are quite a distinct race of 
people than from Australians, or 
New Zealanders, or anyone else for 
that matter. 

"Those people represent the ma¬ 
jor portion of the population here on 
Norfolk Island. 

"That particular representative 
nature of the population, being the 
majority,... those people even today 
regard their ethnic and cultural re¬ 
lationships as being completely dis¬ 
tinct from that of Australia, or 
Australians. 

"I realise, Mr. Minister, that you 
view die situation that Norfolk Island¬ 
ers, wherever they come from, or 
whether tiieir bloodlines originate 
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from, are Australians in that sense of 
the word. 

"However, I'd like to impress on 
you the feeling of the Pitcairn-descend¬ 
ed people, and that is for over 120 
years they have not regarded them¬ 
selves as Australians -1 suppose in the 
same sense as Pitcairn Islanders per¬ 
haps have not regarded themselves as 
Americans, or New Zealanders, or 
whatever - or perhaps New Guineans 
have never regarded themselves as 
Australians, and Cocos Island people, 
probably because of their distinct 
bloodline, have never regarded them¬ 
selves as Australians. 

"But I take your point that because 
the Government of Australia controls 
these areas, that they are regarded by 
die Australian Government as Aust¬ 
ralians. 

"However 1 would like to impress 
on you very clearly that the Pitcairn - 
descent people here on Norfolk Island 
never have done, and I doubt whether 
they ever will - ever - regard them¬ 
selves as Australians, in that sense of 
the word. ” 

MR. ELUCOTT; "I HAVE SHARED 

WSOMfc CP the tt&HfTKSHMr 

CUSTOMS' AND 8ldGiNG. .y- — 

Mr. Ellicott: "I think you can assume 
I've read a deal about the history of 
the Pitcairn settlers, and I under¬ 
stand the historical development of 
Norfolk Island; and I understand to 
some extent, in my past visit and 
in this visit, shared in some of the 
traditional customs and singing of 
the Pitcairn settlers of Norfolk 
Island. 

"I understand that. 

"1 don’t think that Mr. Justice 
Nlmmo felt that the Pitcairn sett¬ 
lers and their descendants were not 
a significant part of the people of 
Norfolk Island, or that their tra¬ 
ditions should not be retained and 
promoted - that’s very important, 
that that should happen. 

”'Tls true to say, of course, for 
Instance in my electorate in Australia, 
there are groups of people from other 
countries who've come to live in 
Australia; they tend to live together. 

"Groups of Turkish people, or 
groups of Greek or Italian people 
tend to live in the same area, and 
in areas there would be as many as 
there would be Pitcairn descendants 
on this Island. 

"It’s the Government’s policy that 
those people, although they become 
part of the Australian community, 
should nevertheless be encouraged to 
sustain their own traditions, and that's 
very important. 

"Needless to say they don't live In 
an Isolated area, such as Norfolk 


Island, and to that extent they don't 
share the same aspirations for some 
form of local self government, as you 
do; but the idea of sustaining their 
customs and attitudes, beliefs, is 
very much present in the Australian 
Government’s approach to those 
people. 

"I think you'll find the Govern¬ 
ment is very much sympathetic 
to that situation on Norfolk Island. 

"On Norfolk Island of course there 
are not only people of Pitcairn de¬ 
scent, but other people; and those 
other people for all I know may be 
a majority, or close to majority - 
that’s a matter of history as well - 
and you are faced here with a mix¬ 
ed community of Pitcairners, if I 
can use that expression, and non- 
Pitcairners, and the two groups are 
quite substantial, so that you can't 
say that one is greater than the 
other, basically in terms of numbers, 
perhaps, because those who are Pit¬ 
cairners by descent also have wives 
and children and certainly the wives 
are non-Pitcairners in many instances, 
but not in all instances. 

“AH I’m saying is that you're 
faced here with a mixed society, and 
I doh't think it's the Government's 
desire to leave out of account the 
history of Norfolk Island - I certainly 
would not want to - or die composition 
of the population here, having regard 
to that history - both significant mat¬ 
ters to take into account. 

"... and of course there are some 
recommendations that are contained 
in die Nimmo Report with a view to 
sustaining them." 

CR. QUINTAL; "1 AM FIRST AND 
TOKEMOst'A NORFOLK iSLANgBr 

Cr. Quintal: "Australia has passed 
laws that state that we Pitcairners 
are Australians. 

"We did not vote on these laws, 
and it is my belief if we had had 
the opportunity of voting maybe it 
would have been a different matter, 
if we're allowed to have our say. 

"Perhaps one day the people of 
Norfolk will vote that they wish to 
be Australians, and wish die Island 
to be part of Australia. 

"As for myself, I am first and 
foremost a Norfolk Islander. My 
people used to be Pitcairn Islanders. 
They traded their Island for Norfolk 
Island. This has been our home ever 
since. 

"Australian laws might say that 
Australia has the right to do what it 
likes with Norfolk Island. 

"I say that Norfolk Island was 
promised to the Pitcairn people. 

"I believe if Australia wants to 
govern Norfolk Island with a clear 


conscience, you should respect our 
historical rights by putting the in¬ 
terests of Norfolk Islanders first, 
and the interests of Australia second. 

"That is what 1 believe, and that 
is what we have believed since we 
have lived here." 

CR. SNELL; "I WAS BORN A NORFOLK 

ISLANDER ANDTSHALL DIE A- 

NORFOLK ISLaKPBET” - 

Cr. Snell; "Regardless of what label 
is placed upon us - and I mean the 
Norfolk Islander - we can be called 
pdicans from Greenland, or Austral¬ 
ians, or anything else - I was born a 
Norfolk Islander and I shall die a Nor¬ 
folk Islander... it appears that what's 
going to happen now is that we are 
. going to be labelled as "Australians”; 
but if the situation arises where Nor¬ 
folk Island is not given the benefit 
of determining their own future by, 
of course, the course of a referendum, 
and they are labelled Australians, 
and incorporated within the realms 
of Australia, It's obviously going to 
make history again." 

Social welfare: 
local or Australian? 

CR. McINTYRE; "EVERY INITIATIVE 
REJECTING WELFARE ON n5RF<5lK 
ISLAND HAS ARISEN IN THIS 

Council..,'* 

Cr. McIntyre; "The development of 
welfare on Norfolk Island has in my 
time moved from a community mat¬ 
ter to more directly a Council meet¬ 
ing. 

"I was very interested to hear the 
Minister's remarks of the concern felt 
by Parliamentarians in Australia for 
the welfare of people on Norfolk Island. 

"The reason why I was very interest¬ 
ed in that is because not once, to my 
knowledge, has there been an initiat¬ 
ive respecting welfare coming through 
the Department. 

"Every initiative respecting welfare 
on Norfolk Island has risen in this 
Council... ” 

MR. ELUCOTT; "WITH THE GROWTH 
IN INCOME AND THE UKE, THE 
government Ought to Wvide" 
Mr. Ellicott: "You can't isolate pur- 
selves from the demands that people 
will make upon you. 

"But some of those demands may be 
extravagant, and those are the sorts of 
demands that politicians ought to re¬ 
sist, but they don't always resist them. 

"On the other hand there are de¬ 
mands that some people make that are 
based on a sense of exploitation, or in¬ 
justice, or whatever word you might 
like to use to describe it, and they're 
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just demands, or they may be demands 
of a middle character, which people 
feel ought to be met by a Government 
of a particular character. 

"Let me give you an example. 

"In Australia there's a demand for 
child care centres. Well, that's a 
demand which would not have been 
made many years ago, but now, with 
changing attitudes, people in die com¬ 
munity, and the Government accepts 
that there ought to be child care centres. 

"That's the sort of demand that fits 
in with what you might call the gen¬ 
eral view of die community, and Nor¬ 
folk Island will not be immune from 
that sort of -1 don't say child care 
centres in Itself - but that type of 
demand which people feel with the 
growth in income and the like, the 
governing authority, or die commun¬ 
ity, ought to provide..." 

Solerni Declarations: 
nearly a referendum? 

Cr. Quintal: "Mr. Minister, would 
you agree that although we have not 
had a referendum, the closest thing 
to a referendum is the solemn declara¬ 
tions?" 

MR. ELLICOTT: "PEOPLE MIGHT 
vote onF Way Or A'NOtHeR for 
SPECIFIC ftEASOHS..."' 

Mr. Ellicott:. "So far as it goes, 1 take 
it into account... people here are no 
doubt to some extent afraid of increased 
taxation from Australia, and 1 only say 
that any poll of this description is open 
to the interpretation, at least that some 
of those people would vote in the way 
they did because of a fear of Australian 
taxation. 

"In other words you could never sort 
of sever, in your consideration of the 
matters, those who might vote one way 
or another for specific reasons. 

"That's why, although I don't say 
to you I won't consider this, at the 
same time it's not easy to treat it as 
a simple yes or no proposition, and in 
saying that I don't reflect on the way 
in which it was conducted, I simply 
say that, of its very nature, it's a 
circumstance which I take into account, 

I understand the basis on which it was 
conducted, I know that there are 
people who may, as I understand it 
some people, but not many, have in¬ 
dicated that they might have said 
something else, or they didn't think 
about it enough, but that has not led 
me to think that the views expressed 
are not, you know, basically, a large 
majority one way, and a smaller ma¬ 
jority the other way. 

"I know that you place a great deal 
of importance on the document, and 
therefore I've taken a moment to talk 
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to you about it, and really what I'm 
saying to you is, yes, 1 understand, 
understand the basis on which you con¬ 
ducted it. 

“At the same time, in weighing it 
up, I have to weigh up the possible 
motivations that people may have 
had in voting a particular way, and 
those motivations may or may not 
affect the soundness of it, depending 
what the motivations are..." 

Should all Australian 
laws be brought here? 

Mr. Ellicott: "I think this recom¬ 
mendation doesn't raise any legal or 
constitutional problems. It's really 
bound up with die basic thrust of the 
Nimmo Report, that is, that Austral- 
ian tax, and Australian benefits, and 
Australian laws should, as a basic 
proposition, apply on Norfolk Island 
as part of Australia. 

"To that extent this recommenda¬ 
tion is bound up with other matters 
that we've already considered. 

"It.doesn't raise any legal prob¬ 
lems because laws not applied to 
Norfolk Island for a long time have 
been applicable on the mainland. 

“But it must be clear, though, 
that that change, or that suggested 
change, to some extent has been 
brought about by a desire for a change 
in the existing situation, and that of 
course did lead to the Nimmo Report, 
and the desire -for constitutional change, 
so far as Norfolk Island is concerned, 
and that report has thrown up that issue." 

Putting Norfolk Into 
Canberra electorate 

CR. McINTYRE; "A FUNDAMENTAL 
QUESTION OF' CQNSENTT TT 1 

Cr. McIntyre: "The inclusion of Nor¬ 
folk Island in the Australian Parliament 
appears to me to be a fundamental ques¬ 
tion of the consent of the Norfolk Island 
people to that kind of inclusion..." 

MR. ELLICOTT; "THE AUSTRALIAN 
PARLIAMENT IS YOUR PARLIAMENT " 

Mr. Ellicott: "The question of whe¬ 
ther you have a Parliamentary repre¬ 
sentative may be seen, I suppose, 
from the point of view of 900 people 
in an electorate of, say, 70,000 
people, is insignificantly contribut¬ 
ing toward the voting pattern of that 
election. 

"However I would have thought 
that one of the reasons that Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Nimmo had in mind was to pro¬ 
vide the people of the Island, first 
of all with at least a vote, but second¬ 
ly because the Australian Parliament 
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< is your Parliament. 

"It's unthinkable, in my view, that 
you should not realise ihat the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament is your Parliament 
when a Minister of State is here, 
appointed from the numbers of mem¬ 
bers of that Parliament, and has, 
through the system of Government 
that's adopted, the right to make de¬ 
cisions about people here in a very 
personal way. 

"In every sense of the word, whe¬ 
ther some of you accept it or not, 
it is your Parliament, and it makes 
decisions about you, and it's been 
making decisions about you for a 
long time; and therefore, in that 
sense, you might feel that you have 
a basic right to have some say, some¬ 
where, in the representation. 

"From the point of view of demo¬ 
cracy, I would have thought it's got 
some substance in it, that proposi¬ 
tion. " 

What Norfolk wants 

CR. McINTYRE; "THE PEOPLE'S 
Wishes in this MAT'ffeft Aftt of 
the Most FNgiMQuS IMPORTANCE" 


Cr. McIntyre: 

"The end that die people of Nor¬ 
folk Island desire appears to me to 
be clear, even if the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment's policies have yet to be 
firmed. 

"The solemn declaration, for me, 
spells it out. 

"Out of a close association with 
Australia, Norfolk Island wishes to 
retain its separate identity, its sep¬ 
arate laws, its separate taxes, its 
separate welfare. 

"If those wishes aren’t respected 
in a decision made by the Austral¬ 
ian Government, then it is my fear, 
and my concern, that there is no 
likelihood of the Australian decision 
being acceptable to, or accepted by, 
the Norfolk Island people. 

"I really think that the people's 
wishes in this matter are of the 
most enormous importance - and 
if there's a better way of determin¬ 
ing those wishes than the solemn 
declaration, then let us have the 
referendum. 

"Even the Indonesians felt con¬ 
strained to hold a referendum after 
they took over East Timor, to legiti¬ 
mate that integration. 

"I've said in the past, and I can 
only say it again, Mr. Minister, 
that I believe firmly ihat the highest 
duty of the Australian Government 
is to respect the wishes of the Nor¬ 
folk Island people, and to encourage 
us in our growth." 
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EDITORIAL 


IN THE 120-YEAR HISTORY OF WRONGS inflicted on the Pitcaim people by in¬ 
sensitive and authoritarian rulers in Australia, the greatest of all may be about 
to occur. 

The.Pitcairners were cheated of land that Queen Victoria herself had given 
them when she made Norfolk Island their homeland in 1856. The right of self- 
government was wrenched from them, in contravention of Queen Victoria’s orders, 
in 1896. They were bodily evicted from their homes, which the Government 
seized from them in 1908. When Australia took responsibility.for the Island’s 
good government in 1914, its Minister immediately called for the ending of their 
Pitcaim language. They were promised a restoration of their self-government in 
1963, but the promise was flagrantly dishonoured. They were defamed and de¬ 
graded by a Royal Commissioner in 1976, whose fallacious report is now being used 
' by ; Australia to legitimate its intentions. 

They have endured these wrongs. They have survived as a people, from gen¬ 
eration to generation. Their families are the majority of the people who live on 
Norfolk Island today, and it is from them that the Island derives a strength and char¬ 
acter that make it a kind of Eden in a world torn with stress. 

But they would be unlikely to survive the enactment by Australia of laws 
taking away their historic right to claim Norfolk as their homeland - returning 
to live here whenever they are able, restricting others from doing so if they 
wish. They would be unlikely to survive legislation reflecting the new attitude 
of the Minister for Home Affairs, which is that it is not possible to acknowledge 
that the Pitcairners are even a distinct race. Such actions would be genocide 
by civil decree. 

Not since 1896 have the people of the Island been so united in wishing to 
prevent outside injustice from damaging their way of life. Two-thirds of them 
have signed solemn declarations that they want Norfolk to regain local self- 
government, and do not want it integrated into Australia. The Government 
disdains these declarations. If it should decide to proceed with the expropriation 
of Norfolk the people of the Island will have not the slightest chance of prevent¬ 
ing it unless they receive help, potent and prompt, from the outside world. 

Australia has no clear title to ownership of Norfolk Island, only the authority 
to administer it. In 1975 R. J. Ellicott, Q.C., studied Australia's position and pro¬ 
nounced, in a signed legal opinion, that Norfolk is a separate and distinct settle¬ 
ment, which could be annexed into Australia only by an Act of the British Parlia¬ 
ment. He said that Australia's position is not that of owner, but is akin to that of 
a trustee who should administer only for the benefit of the Island and its people. 

In October, 1977, R. J. Ellicott, Q.C..M.P., told Norfolk Island Councillors that 
he had no objection to their making the fullest use of his signed legal opinion in 
their effort to prevent the Island from being taken by Australia. In March, 1978, 
Hon. R. J. Ellicott, Minister for Home Affairs, abandoned those principles. "This 
is Australia, " he told the people of Norfolk. He alluded to his personal power 
over people here. His very presence demonstrated Australia's authority: "...a 
Minister of State is here..." he said. The people of the Island who had placed 
their last, best hopes on this man of principle felt their hearts sink. 

The small population of Norfolk Island could not resist an edict from Aus¬ 
tralia by themselves, however deep their will. If there are those elsewhere in 
the world who are able to prevent injustice, may God move them to do so now. 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 
•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

| •GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

: •REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZpKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRlDjGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASjpORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. aI.FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWjARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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Battle Lines Drawn 


MINISTERIAL VISIT TO ANNOUNCE SUDDEN CABINET DECISION ON NORFOLK'S 
FUTURE FORM OF GOVERNMENT. WILL THE PEOPLE BE ALLOWED TO VOTE ON 
IT? IF NOT, ISLANDERS HAVE VOWED RESISTANCE - WITH COUNCIL SUPPORT. 

PAGE 3 


Norfolk Rubbed Out! 


AUSTRALIA AGREES ALL PACIFIC ISLANDS ARE ENTITLED TO SELF-DETERMINATION, 
ACCORDING TO A NEW TOP LEVEL REPORT. BUT THE REPORT READS AS THOUGH 
NORFOLK HAS ALREADY BEEN INTEGRATED, AND NO LONGER A TERRITORY! 


Mission to Pago Pago 

A DELEGATION FROM THE PITCAIRNERS' SOCIETY REACHED OUT TO FELLOW 
POLYNESIANS IN AMERICAN SAMOA LAST MONTH, AND RECEIVED AN OVER¬ 
WHELMINGLY SUPPORTIVE RECEPTION. PAGE . 


McIntyre’s Great Speech 


CR. DUNCAN MclNTYRE PUTS NORFOLK'S CASE IN ONE OF THE MOST 
PUNGENT COUNCIL SPEECHES OF THE YEAR. PAGE 10 


The Night Norfolk Got Stung 


IN 1963, AFTER YEARS OF DETERMINED EFFORT, TpHE ISLAND THOUGHT 
IT HAD REGAINED SELF-GOVERNMENT AT LAST. BUT THEN THE PARLIA¬ 
MENTARY SPEECHES BEGAN, AND THE TERRIBLE TRUTH CAME OUT. 

PAGE 28 



International duty free 

TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


|~~1 RA DIOS -- C AS SETTES 


| | BABY BUGGIES 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO A KAI 

[ | HI • - FI EQ UI PMEN T 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO A KA 1 SANYO 

| | WATCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 


FAMOUS FOLDING TYPE 

□ FI SHING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| | FIREA RM S & AM MUNITIO N 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

□ N OVE LTIES &_G1_F TS 


| [ A PPLIANC ES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BOSCH 

| | TYP EWRIT ERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
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Cabinet acts: Norfolk battle lines are drawn 


AN EMERGENCY DECISION on the 
future of Norfolk Island was made 
by the Australian Cabinet about 
May 4th. 

Minister R.J. Ellicott cabled the 
resident Administrator May 5th 
that he was flying to Norfolk via 
RAAF special aircraft on May 7th 
and would announce the Govern¬ 
ment's decision at a broadcast 
meeting of the Norfolk Council 
called for 9.30am Monday the 8th. 

The Cabinet's sudden action con¬ 
tradicts statements made by the 
Minister to Mr. Richard Alston, 
president, and Mr. John Bulbeck, 
media officer of the United Nations 
Association of Australia on April 
24th. 

Mr. Ellicott told them that Cabi¬ 
net would consider Norfolk's future 
"before die end of May" and that 
its decisions would probably be an¬ 
nounced to Norfolk by Mr. Ellicott 
"before the end of June. * 

The Minister's cable to the Ad¬ 
ministrator also reverses the tone 
of his message to Council, discus¬ 
sed at Council's meeting May 3rd. 

Instead of referring to Govern¬ 
ment "decisions", Mr. Ellicott had 
encouraged Council by referring to 
the presentations of the Government's 
"views" and "proposals". 

In Mr. Ellicott's cable of May 5th 
his purpose is stated as announcing 
" the Government's decisions on its 
policies for Norfolk Island and to 
discuss those decisions and their im¬ 
plications with the Council." 

The Island reacted with tension 
to the sudden announcement, re¬ 
alising ihat if the Cabinet decision 
had been to allow Norfolk self-de¬ 
termination of its own future, the 
decision would have been welcome 
news and would not have warranted 
an emergency Ministerial visit. 

Assuming the Government inten¬ 
tion is to force a new form of gov¬ 
ernment on- the Island without the 
consent of the Island, battle lines 
have already been drawn for a 
last-ditch fight. 

Here are the positions which had 
been taken by each of the key 
groups involved, prior to the an¬ 
nouncement of the sudden visit: 

AUSTRALIA; The Minister has 
previously said that whether or not 
the people of the Island get to vote 


on their future is entirely up to ihe 
Government. He says it will call a 
referendum if it should decide one 
is needed. This will depend on three 
factors -the Government's assessment 
of what the mood of the Island is, the 
Government's assessment of whether 
a referendum might cause divisiveness 
on the Island, and the Government’s 
judgment of whether its proposals 
for Norfolk's future are ones that 
people ought to vote on. 

The Minister expressed surprise 
and disappointment that the Council 
had passed a resolution calling firm¬ 
ly for a referendum, and saying r - 
that Council supports community re¬ 
sistance to any unilateral action by 
Australia, without the Island's con¬ 
sent. 

The’Minister has refused to ack¬ 
nowledge that the Pitcairn people 
are ethnically and culturally dis¬ 
tinct from Australia. "You are 
Australians," he has said. 

COUNCIL ; On April 5th, Council 
sent an ultimatum to the Minister 
respectfully asking for an announce¬ 
ment by April 19th that he would 
recommend self-determination for 
the Island. On the 13th the Minister 
sent an oblique reply to the ultimat¬ 
um. saying that his March visit and 
comments had been misinterpreted, 
and that die views of Council and 
other residents would be "taken 
into account. ” He said that die 
matter of a referendum "would be 
put before the Government when it 
makes its decision" about Norfolk's 
future. 

Council's ultimatum deadline of 
April 19th passed without further 
comment from the Minister, but be¬ 
cause of absences from the Island by 
a number of Councillors, Council 
has made no formal response to the 
Minister’s dodging of the direct re¬ 
quest Council made. 

Of die eigjit elected Councillors, 
it appears that at least five - President 
of Committees Bill Blucher and Crs. 
Duncan McIntyre, Lisle Snell, Greg 
Quintal and Geoff Bennett - are un¬ 
shakable in the conviction that Nor¬ 
folk is entitled to give or withhold 
its consent mi any major changes in 
the Island's form of government. 
Councillors John Ryves and Roy Smith 
abstained from voting mi the "ultima¬ 
tum" resolution on April 5th, and 


have voiced a concern that nothing 
be done to antagonise die Minister, 
apparently for fear that harsher 
Government proposals might result, 
by way of reprisal. Cr. Bruce Mac- 
Kenzie's position is not dear. He 
has spoken bluntly about die need 
for local self-government and for a 
referendum, but has often expressed 
the view that Council is wasting Its 
time trying to influence the Govern¬ 
ment, and that die Government will 
• do whatever it wants to do. 

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION; 
The U.N.A. of Australia has deliver- 
ed its 150-odd page report on Norfolk's 
situation to the Ministers for Horae 
Affairs and Foreign Affairs, and is 
now distributing copies to members 
of Parliament. 

THe President of the Association, 
Richard Alston, and the author of the 
hard-hitting report, John Bulbeck, 
met with Mr. Ellicott for almost an 
hour on April 24th. The U. N. A. offi¬ 
cials made it clear that their basic 
concern was that Norfolk should have 
a formal act of self-determlnadon on 
die Island's future, but Mr. Ellicott 
was unwilling to debate that basic 
issue. 

The two U.N.A. officers felt that 
in view of the timetable indicated 
by Mr. Ellicott, there would be 
ample time to protest any Govern¬ 
ment decisions that did not include 
a formal act of consent by the Isl¬ 
and. Their record of the meeting 
with Mr. Ellicott - later approved 
by him as accurate - said "the heat 
is off". 

PITCAIRN SOCIETY ; The Society 
of Descendants says Norfolk is entitle-* 
to self-determination and says it will 
oppose any Australian takeover of 
Island rights without a referendum. 

In their submission to Mr. Ellicott 
in March (reprinted in last month’s 
News) the Society said that forced in¬ 
tegration into Australia threatened 
"the survival of our heritage, our self¬ 
esteem, and our distinctiveness as a 
race." 

A delegation from the Society, 
visiting American Samoa last month, 
found they were received with open 
arms as fellow-Polynesians and mem¬ 
bers of the Pacific Islands community. 

A report on the delegation's visit 
appears in this issue. 
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NO GOVERNMENT DECISION YET ON NORFOLK’S FUTURE STATUS? THE MINISTER SAYS 
NOT. BUT A SENATE COMMITTEE SEEMS TO HAVE LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG: 


GOVT REPORT RUBS NORFOLK OUT 


A MAJOR AUSTRALIAN Government 
report, issued last month, has been 
prepared as if Norfolk Island had al¬ 
ready been integrated into Australia. 

The report, "Australia and the 
South Pacific"; has been produced 
by the prestigious Senate Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence following its extensive hear¬ 
ings on the subject during 1977. 

The report describes Australia's re¬ 
lations with the Pacific islands na¬ 
tions and territories. 

Norfolk Island has been rubbed off 
the list of nations and territories. 

Like Lord Howe Island, it appears 
only on a map folded into the back 
cover of the report. 

Lord Howe and Norfolk are shown 
on the map as centres of "likely 
200-nautical-mile zones”. The map 
Is titled "South Pacific in perspect¬ 
ive". 

In Appendix 10 of the report, per¬ 
sons and organisations which submit¬ 
ted evidence to the Committee’s 
hearings are listed. The list includes 
Mr. W.D.Forsyth, former Director- 
General of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission, and Mr. E. Howard, editor 
of The News, both of whom gave 
testimony about the damage that 
would be done if Norfolk were for¬ 
cibly integrated into Australia. 

Mr. Forsyth, told the Committee 
that such an action "could well be 
termed ’genocide’". 

So far as the text and recommend¬ 
ations of die report are concerned, 


the act of genocide has already oc¬ 
curred. Norfolk Island no longer ex¬ 
ists as a separate territory admini¬ 
stered by Australia. 

The report presents Australia's at¬ 
titudes toward South Pacific islands 
as being favourable and understand¬ 
ing. But some of its strongest com¬ 
ments of this kind would be truth¬ 
ful only if Norfolk had already been 
annexed into Australia. 

Examples: 

•"The Committee stresses that it 
has been very aware throughout the 
inquiry that the South Pacific con¬ 
sists of independent sovereign states, 
self-governing states and territories. 
There are ethnic, cultural, politi¬ 
cal, social and economic differen¬ 
ces which distinguish these countries 
from one another and make them 
distinct. ” 

• "The countries of the South Pa¬ 
cific have the sovereign right to de¬ 
termine for themselves the course 
and style of their development. ” 

• "The post-war era has heralded 
a period of development for the 
Sou* Pacific. Apart from France, 
administering countries have taken 
a more benevolent attitude and 
have promoted the welfare of *e 
Islands and *eir people with a view 
to assisting them towards self-gov¬ 
ernment and independence." 

• "All Australian, British and New 
Zealand territories (except Pitcairn 
and Tokelau Islands) are now either 
independent or self-governing or 


moving towards independence." 

• "There is a growing feeling in 
Australia that in our relations with 
the South Pacific countries we must 
not attempt in any way to dominate 
them but must make a special ef- 
fort to take into account the sensi-, 
divities of their peoples." 

1 WHY? | 

HOW COULD the Senate Commit¬ 
tee have dropped Norfolk Island 
from the list of Sou* Pacific coun¬ 
tries and territories? 

ACCIDENT? The same Committee 
described Norfolk Island in a 1975 
report, although *is description 
contained nine errors of fact in 
eight sentences. It is possible *at 
*e Committee has made a fur*er 
error in its latest report, by simply 
overlooking Norfolk completely. 
INTENTION? The Commitee may 
have dropped Norfolk Island from 
*e Pacific if it had been advised 
by one or more leading Cabinet 
Ministers *at Norfolk would no 
longer exi st as a separate territory 
by *e time *e report was issued. 

Such advice would reflect (a) a 
decision already made by *e Gov¬ 
ernment *at Norfolk was to be ab¬ 
sorbed into Australia and its sepa¬ 
rate status terminated, and (b) a 
firm expectation that this absorp¬ 
tion would have been completed 
by April, 1978, when *e report 
was issued. 


Present Constitutional Status and Population 


Country Status Population* 


American Samoa . United States Unincorporated Territory. 31 000 

Cook Island . Self-governing in free association wi* New Zealand since 1965 . 18 000 

Fiji .... Independent since 1970 .. 580 000 

French Polynesia . Overseas Territory of France . . 135000 

Gilbert Islands . Colony of Britain wi* internal self-government since January 1977 54 000 

Guam . . United States Unincorporated Territory. 104 000 

Nauru .... Independent since 1968 . 7 000 

New Caledonia . Overseas Territory of France .. 135 000 

New Hebrides .' Condominium administered jointly by Britain and France . 97 000 

Niue .... Self-governing in free association with New Zealand since 1974 . 4 000 

Papua New Guinea . . Independent since 1975 . 2 829 000 

Pitcairn Island Colony of Britain. 74 

Solomon Islands . Colony of Britain wi* internal self-government; expected to 

become independent in 1978 . 200 000 

Tokelau . . . New Zealand non-self governing territory. 2 000 

Tonga . Independent Monarchy. Ceased to be a British Protectorate in 1970 90 000 

Trust Territory of the Pacific United States Trust Territory. 123 000 

Tuvalu .... Self-government 1977 7 000 

Wallis and Futuna . . Overseas Territory of Fiance. 9 000 

Western Samoa . Independent since 1962 . 151 000 


* Source: U.N. Population and Vital Statistics Report (Data as at 1.7.77), except Gilbert Islands and Tuvalu from 
Pacific Islands Year Book 1977. 


£ TABLE reprinted 
V from "Australia 
and *e Sou* Pacific", 
a Report from the Sen¬ 
ate Standing Commit¬ 
tee on Foreigp Affairs 
and Defence (P.7) - 
Australian Govern¬ 
ment Publishing Ser¬ 
vice, Canberra, 1978 
($3). The text intro¬ 
ducing *e table reads 
"The following table 
shows *e present con¬ 
stitutional status and 
' population figures of 


*e countries and ter¬ 
ritories of *e region 
which for purposes of 
*is Report is taken to 
be the area covered 
by *e enclosed map." 
Norfolk Island is in¬ 
cluded in *e area. 
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NORFOLK'S PITCAIRN SOCIETY REACHES OUT FOR BROTHER-POLYNESIANS IN A REMARKABLE 

MISSION TO PAGO PAGO 


AMERICAN SAMOA was for many 
years administered by the United 
States in much the way that Norfolk 
Island has been administered since 
1914 by Australia. 

This year, following a referendum, 
the American Samoans elected their 
own Governor for the first time - 
Peter Tali Coleman, a Polynesian 
who had formerly been an appointed 
Governor of the Territory. 

In his unaugural address in January 
(see p. 6, February News), Gov. 
Coleman harked back to the Polynes¬ 
ian migrations, which began from 
Samoa about the time of Christ. 

"Mindful that we are Polynesians, 
as well as Samoans, we reach out 
our hands for our brothers and sisters 
who live in Western Samoa, Tonga, 
Niue, Tuvalu, the Cook Islands, and 
in other neighboring island commun¬ 
ities in the Pacific," he said. "As 
we share a common past, so we 
share a common future, so must we 
voyage together. ” 

On April 23rd, a delegation from 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers set out on a voyage 
to take the hand of kinship that had 
been offered. The delegation con¬ 
sisted of Ken Nobbs, President of 
the Society, and Greg Quintal, a 
member of the Society and Norfolk's 
longest-serving member of Council. 

Ed. Howard, editor of The News, 
accompanied them as secretary to 
the delegation. 

The delegation wanted to discover 
what sort of bond there might be be¬ 
tween the Pitcairn people and the 
Samoans. They wanted to see how 
American Samoa is governed, and 
how powers are shared in its rela¬ 
tionship with the U.S. A. And they 
wanted to bring their Pacific cousins' 
up to date on Norfolk Island's situa¬ 
tion. 

The delegation, reached Pago Pago, 
the capital of American Samoa, early 
on Tuesday the 25th. 

From the mdiheai the Polynesian 
Airlines HS14& roughed down at Pago 
Pago, the delegation began experienc¬ 
ing a royal welcome. 

It was plain from the outset that 
Peter Tali Coleman and others in his 
government regard the Pitcairn people 
as long-separated members of the fam¬ 
ily. and had rolled out the red carpet 
for the delegation. They were met at 
the airport by a senior aide, who 
whisked them into a comfortable VIP 
room to relax while he handled the 
quick processing of their passports 


and travel documents himself. 

Outside the terminal building a 
gleaming official car, with driver, 
was waiting - and was at the disposal 
of the delegation for all their travels 
from then on. 

Governor Coleman had just returned 
from an overseas trip and was pressed 
with matters requiring immediate at¬ 
tention, but the delegation were in¬ 
vited to his home at 5.30 that after¬ 
noon. 

The Governor's House in Pago Pago 
is one of the historic buildings in the 
Pacific, commanding a breathtaking 
view of one of the great harbours of 
the world. 

The delegates arrived to find Gov. 
Coleman, Lieutenant Governor Tufele 
Li'a and senior aides awaiting them. 


GOV. PETER 

Just outside the large windows of 
the palatial first-floor lounge room 
the delegates noticed what seemed 
a fine omen: two tall Norfolk pines. 
Greg Quintal mentioned that he was 
delighted to see them - there are 
only a few in American Samoa - and 
mentioned that the species originated 
on Norfolk. 

Gov. Coleman smiled; and when a 
Samoan smiles the whole room lights 
up. "We have been expecting you 
for a long time." he said. 

From this first conversation, the 


delegates were made to feel at ease. 
The discussions that evening ranged 
over many aspects of the Pacific, 
American Samoa and Norfolk Island. 
Nearly two-and-a-half hours later 
the delegates took their leave, and 
were driven to the beautiful Rain¬ 
maker Hotel on a point of land jutt¬ 
ing into Pago Pago harbour. 

The next day a formal briefing 
session had been arranged at 4.30, 
at which the delegates were invited 
to make a full presentation of facts 
about Norfolk Island, its history, its 
current situation and its prospects 
for the future. 

During the day die group were 
given open-sesame to the Govern¬ 
ment of American Samoa. Accom- 


T A LI COLEMAN 

panied by one of the Governor's top 
aides, they were introduced to the 
local counsellor of the American 
Samoa legislature, who toured them 
through the House of Representatives 
and the Senate of the territory’s 
parliament - called the "Fono", 
which is Samoan for "meeting". They 
were presented with books explaining 
how the Territory makes its own laws, 
and with lists of all the members' names 
and districts. 

Next on the agenda was a detailed 
discussion with the Territory's Attorney- 
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General. This covered American Sam¬ 
oa’s relationship with the U. S., and 
aspects of the growth of self-govern¬ 
ment over the years. It explored sim¬ 
ilarities and parallels with Norfolk 
Island's experience under Australian 
administration. Arrangements were 
made for the delegation to be present¬ 
ed with a complete set of the laws of 
the Territory, its constitution, and 
oiher basic reference material. 

Toward the end of the afternoon the 
delegation were ushered into the Gov¬ 
ernor's office for the Norfolk briefing 
session. They covered Norfolk's pol¬ 
itical situation, the Nimmo Report, 
die report of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia, the recent visit 
of Mr. Ellicott to the Island, the sub¬ 
mission made to him by the Society of 
, Descendants, and other aspects of Nor¬ 
folk's recent history and of possible 
changes that may be ahead in the Isl¬ 
and's form of government. 

Attending the briefing were the Gov¬ 
ernor, the Lieutenant Governor and 
the Governor's senior Press Officer, 

Mr. Ed Scanlan, a Samoan who has 
travelled the world over. The brief¬ 
ing lasted for almost two hours. 

On Thursday morning the delega¬ 
tion returned to the Governor's office 
block for a meeting with Mr. Palauni 
Tuiasosopo, a senior assistant to the 
Governor who was for some years its 
representative on the South Pacific 
Commission. 

The discussion centered on differ¬ 
ences between Polynesian and Europ¬ 
ean lifestyles and methods of govern¬ 
ment. 

The principle of government-paid 
welfare subsidies is a response to the 
problems that have arisen in industrial¬ 
ised societies, * Mr. Tuiasosopo said. 

"It can have very ill effects, creating 
a sense of dependence on a govern¬ 
ment. It tends to lead to a gradual 
change in cultural values; instead of 
people putting personal values fore¬ 
most, they tend to replace personal ' 
values with material ones." 

The next meeting was with the sen¬ 
ior officer responsible for the Office 
of Samoan Information, who provided 
copies of the Territory's annual reports 
for recent years and described the im¬ 


portance of regular two-way communi¬ 
cation between an island territory and 
the rest of the world, particularly the 
Pacific. 

After lunch the Governor's Press 
Officer talked with the delegation 
about the progress of their visit so 
far. One of the delegates said that 
if all visitors to American Samoa re¬ 
ceived the kind of treatment being 
given to the Pitcairners, it was hard 
to see how there would be much time 
left for governing the territory. Mr. 
Scanlan answered that there were 
representatives from the Samoa Tour¬ 
ist Board who were very good at guid¬ 
ing visitors around, and who normally 
handled them - but that the Governor 
had given instructions that the delega¬ 
tion from Norfolk were to be given 
special attention, to mhke sure they 
were able to get through to talk with 
the senior people in every department 
that could be of interest or possible 
use to Norfolk. 

Thursday night the delegation were 
guests of honour at a formal dinner 
at the Governor's HouSe. Two of his 
senior aides and three close personal 
friends of Gov. and Mrs. Coleman 
were the only guests apart from the 
Norfolk group. 

During the reception before dinner, 
the delegation were presented with 
the flag of American Samoa, which 
the Governor said he hoped might be 
flown on Norfolk along with the flags 
of various nations which are display¬ 
ed on special Island occasions. 

During the dinner, the Governor 
called for champagne, and when it 
had been served, proposed a toast 
"to our friends from Norfolk Island, 
and to the future happiness of the 
people of Norfolk Island." 

As President of the Pitcairn Society 
Ken Nobbs responded with a toast 
to tiie Governor and his lady, and to 
the hope that the friendship that had 
begun would continue and grow. 

On an open, railed porch outside 
the reception room, overlooking the 
lights of the harbour, the guests talk¬ 
ed at length after dinner. 

As the Norfolk visitors left at the 
end of tiie evening, the Governor 
clasped each one in turn by the hand. 


and in an expression of personal friend¬ 
ship then said "We will be standing be¬ 
side you." 

The following morning the delega¬ 
tion breakfasted with an Assistant to 
the Governor who has had years of 
experience in the dealings between 
colonial peoples and their administer¬ 
ing powers. 

The delegation were then driven 
once again to the Governor's office 
block, where they were given the 
opportunity to review a press release 
which tiie Governor wished to make 
public about the delegation's visit 
to American Samoa. 

Governor Coleman had asked that 
the delegates call by at his private 
office before leaving, and they were 
shown in to bid him goodbye and 
expressed their thanks for all that 
had been done for them. 

A senior aide then accompanied 
the delegation to the airport, chatted 
with them for an hour while waiting 
for the aircraft to be boarded, and 
wished them and Norfolk all the best. 

• 

The delegation began wending 
their way back toward Norfolk, call¬ 
ing at several Pacific countries. 

On the flights, they talked about 
some of tiie impressions that stood 
out in the visit; the bounty of friend¬ 
ship and practical information which 
had been showered on them, by gentle, 
considerate individuals who also happ¬ 
en to be the leaders of American Sam - 
oa, and leaders in the Pacific... the 
obvious fact that this marvellous sup¬ 
port was really a recognition that the 
Pitcairners and Norfolk belong to the 
Pacific community... the dramatic 
beauty of Samoa... the realisation 
of how much Norfolk has missed by 
being cut off from any political con¬ 
tact with other islands peoples... the 
clumsiness that large nations can dis¬ 
play, even with the best intentions 
in tiie world, when they apply city 
standards to Polynesian islands... the 
feeling that the Pacific islands are 
among the few places on earth that 
have retained certain values of human 
life which are worth preserving: values 
that a disturbed world may need to 
restore, in order to restore itself. 
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TEXT OF OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE ISSUED BY THE AMERICAN SAMOA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE: 



Office of the Governor 


RELEASED BY: Ed.Scan?an _ DATE:____il/28/78 


A delegation from the Pitcairn people of Norfolk Island has been 
visiting American Samoa this week. The purpose of the visit was 
to observe the functions of the Government of American Samoa and 
its relationship with the United States. Norfolk Island, 1,000 
miles east of Australia, is an unincorporated territory of 
Australia and changes to the island's constitutional position 
are under active consideration. 

Norfolk Island is the homeland of the descendants of the famous 
mutiny on the “Bounty" and their Tahitian wives. While the 
delegation was an unofficial one, the visitors were received 
with Samoan hospitality befitting fellow-Polynesians. 

The group was permitted to tour government facilities and was 
granted several audiences with the Governor of American Samoa, 
Peter Tali Coleman, and the Lieutenant Governor, Tufele Li'a. 

The group also briefed the Governor and Lieutenant Governor 
on Norfolk Island's current situation and outlook. 

The delegation consisted of Mr. Kenneth Nobbs, president of 
the Society of Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, and Mr. 
Gregory Quintal, a member of the Society and of the Norfolk 
Island Council. Both trace their ancestry back to Fletcher 
Christian and his Tahitian wife Miamiti. Accompanying the 
delegation as secretary was Mr. Ed Howard, editor of the 
Norfolk Island News. 


Pitcairn Society resolves all-out opposition 
to change Imposed without Island's consent 


THE SOCIETY of Descendants of 
he Pitcairn Settlers last month 
ormally resolved to oppose "by 
:very means at its disposal" any 
>roposal by Australia to change 
Norfolk Island's form of govern¬ 
ment without the consent of the 
majority of the people of the Isl- 
nd. 

The Society's resolution, passed 
nanimously at a general meeting 
r the membership on April 18th, 
nhorised the executive committee 
i act as necessary "to express and 


implement our opposition." 

The text of the resolution follows-. 
"HAVING REGARD TO THESE FACTS, - 

T. That by an act of free consent 
the Pitcairn people in 1856 accepted 
the offer of die British Government 
that they might own Norfolk Island 
fully and govern it without interfer¬ 
ence; and 

U. That under those conditions 
the Pitcairn people occupied Norfolk 
Island, voluntarily accepted a nation¬ 
ality of being Norfolk Islanders and L 
British subjects, and retained their 


previous political status of being 
self-governing; and Norfolk Island 
was accordingly by Order-in-Council 
made a distinct and separate colony; 
and 

*3. That the Pitcairn people have 
never since been permitted to take 
part in any act of formal consent to 
changes in their nationality, their 
political status, or the constitutional 
status of Norfolk Island; 

"4. That die population of Norfolk 
Island has since 1856 continued to 
consist of a majority of members of 
the Pitcairn race, together with their 
wives and husbands; and 

"5. That two-thirds of the adult 
Pitcairn people on Norfolk Island 
have attested by solemn declaration, 
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Polynesians In Tuvalu were granted a refe, n endu5i by England, and chose 
to be separate and distinct; on October 1 they will become Independent 

(REPRINTED FROM "NEW NATION", SINGAPORE, APRIL 28, 1978). 


An almost for¬ 
gotten ’ crumbs of 
the once powerful 
British Bmp ire 
will become a 
proud, independ¬ 
ent sovereign na¬ 
tion later this 
year when Tuvalu 
achieves indepen¬ 
dence on Oct 1. 

With 8000 subjects. 
Tuvalu .(a cluster of 
nine I sla n d s scattered 
over some 14 million 
so. km of the South 
Pacific, about 1040 km 
from Fiji), Is one of 
the smallest states on 
MlttL 

Tuvalu vrill join the 
Commonwealth. In 
theory there is 
nothing to prevent 
Tuvalu from joining 
the United Nations. It 
woukl then have an 
equal voice, with 
China, the Soviet 
Union, the United 
States, and all the 
other countries. In the 
councils of the world. 
lOtal land area of the 
nine Islands Is 26 sq 

be whole 
of Tuvalu 
up • of 8000 


ew 


ter and four other 


_ 1892. together 

with tiie Gilbert 
Islands, Tuvalu (then 
called the Ellice Is¬ 
lands) became a Bri¬ 
tish protectorate. The 
whole group of Islands 
became a British co¬ 
lony hi 1916. 

Being Polynesian, 
the people of Tuvalu 
differ culturally, so¬ 
cially. linguistically 
and politically from 
the Mlcroneslan Gil¬ 
berts, having more In 
common In these res¬ 
pects with other Pa¬ 
cific groups. In the 
1970s these differ¬ 
ences were reflected 
In a desire by the El¬ 
lice Islanders to se¬ 
parate from the Gil¬ 
berts and to make 
their own way to In¬ 
dependence. 

This wan was con¬ 
firmed by a referen¬ 
dum in 1974 which 
was observed by the 
UN. Eo, peacefully, on 
October 1. 1975. the 


Ellice Islands became 
a separate British 
colony known as Tu¬ 
valu. Now it is to take 
Its place among the 
sovereign nations. 

The snag is that 
Tuvalu Is hardly via¬ 
ble. Life is simple, 
but there are no evi¬ 
dent signs of poverty; 
the people maintain 
a reasonable stand¬ 
ard of living by in¬ 
tensive exploitation 
of the sea, reels and 
atolls, and by send¬ 
ing their young men 
to work abroad. Their 
remittances are the 
main source of the 
nation’s lnoome. Other 
Income comes from 
the chief cash crcj. 
copra. Tuvalu exports 
about 100 tons of 
copra annually. 

To achieve econo¬ 
mic self-sufllclercy 
Tuvalu Will need help. 
Political indepen¬ 
dence without a frlr 
measure of economic 
strength doesn’t mean 
much, even though It 
might w be Irue 
that few nations w. 
completely ecc.iaird- 
cally independent. 

Tuvrlut mala 


also give generous 
assistance , and It Is 
expected that the UN 
Development Pro¬ 
gramme will extend a 
helping hand. 

Development In re¬ 
cent times has con ¬ 
centrated on the use 
of British funds to 
build homes and 
schools, and the 
creation of a co¬ 
operative wholesale 
society. There’s not 
much room for un¬ 
bridled capitalism. 

Future development 
will be concerned With 
the possibility of 
creating a commer¬ 
cial fishing Industry, 
coconut and other 
agricultural develop¬ 
ments, and the esta¬ 
blishment of small 
industries. It is also 
hoped to establish 
a satisfactory trans¬ 
port system within 
the Islands. 

There are, appa¬ 
rently, no plans to 
modernise the judi¬ 
cial system. This will 
continue to be based 
U’xm their 


defines 
require - 

__' provides 

for the protection of 
the fundamental 
rights and freedom of 
the individual. 

The Tuvaluans are 
reputed to be the 
most vivacious of all 
Polynesians. , They 
have long had their 
—i magistrates and 


policemen. Gifted and 
artistic, they find 
their highest form of 
self--- 1 *- 


It Is to preserve as 
much as they can of 
their own way of 
life that the Tuva¬ 
luans insist upon 
having their own na¬ 
tion. 

They have no de¬ 
fence force. During 
World War Two the 
Americans suffered 


three-day battle to 
dislodge 6000 Japa¬ 
nese on one of the Is¬ 
lands in this group*. 

Sensibly, the Tuva¬ 
luans make n- - 


Pitcairn resolution 

(CONTINUED FROM P.7) 

signed with their names, that they 
wish Norfolk Island to continue to be 
a separate and distinct territory with 
its own laws, benefits and taxes; and 
that a similar majority of non-Pit- 
calrn residents of Norfolk Island 
have also solemnly declared the 
same wish; and 

"6. That proposals for integrating 
Norfolk Island into Australia are be¬ 
ing seriously considered by Australia 
in disregard of fundamental errors of 
fact in the proposals, which have 
been drawn to the attention of the 
Australian Government by this So¬ 
ciety; and 

"7. That the Australian Govern¬ 
ment has refused to grant the people 
of Norfolk Island the right of self- 
determination and formal consent 
to any such proposals; and 

"8. That Norfolk Island is a geo¬ 
graphically remote, ethnically and 
culturally distinct territory which has 
no form of democratic government, 
and is therefore entitled, by commit¬ 
ments which Australia undertook as 
a sacred trust, to freely determine 
its own direction of political ad¬ 
vancement; and 


”9. That this Society is the prin¬ 
cipal and only body formed specifi¬ 
cally to protect, preserve and speak 
for die rights of the Pitcairn people 
of Norfolk Island; 

"WE HEREBY RESOLVE that this So¬ 
ciety oppose by every means at its 
disposal any proposal or action by 
Australia to alter Norfolk Island's 
constitutional or political status, or 
to impose any obligations or taxes 
upon the people of Norfolk Island, 
or to take away any control over the 
land of Norfolk Island or the sea 
surrounding Norfolk Island without 
the formal consent of the majority 
of the people of Norfolk Island; and 
"WE HEREBY AUTHORISE the execu¬ 
tive committee of the Society to take, 
on behalf of the Society, such actions 
as the committee votes to take in or¬ 
der to express and implement our 
opposition; and 

”WE PRAY THAT individuals, organi¬ 
sations and nations everywhere that 
are dedicated to the belief that colon¬ 
ial domination is unjust, and that 
self-determination is the basis of hu¬ 
man freedom, will receive and hear 
members of our committee, and will 
aid'us in our cause to the fullest ex¬ 
tent that their principles and resources 
permit. ’’ 





CHICKEN CASSEROLE 


1. 5Kg(3 lb) chicken, cut up 
2 carrots and 2 onions, sliced 
| 2 celery stalks -leaves cut in pieces 
£ teaspoon salt 

i teaspoon coarse black pepper 
i cup chicken stock or white wine 
{ teaspoon mixed herbs 
250g(i lb) mushrooms 
Put half the carrots, onions and cel 
ery in bottom of CROCK-POT. Add 
chicken pieces. Top with salt, pep¬ 
per, liquid and remaining half of 
vegetables. Arrange mushrooms ar¬ 
ound the chicken pieces. Sprinkle 
with mixed herbs. Cover and cook 
until tender - LOW 7-10 hours, 

HIGH 4-6 hours. Serves four. 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 


mAh $ 


PLACE 


IN TAYLORS ROAD 
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LIFT FOR N.I.AIRLINES 
IN NEW FINANCE DEAL 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES appears 
to have flown through a period of 
severe shareholder and financial tur¬ 
bulence, and it looks as though blue 
skies may at last be ahead for the 
company's 76 investors on the Island. 

At the end of February a head-on 
clash between die directors and an 
anpy group of 19 shareholders seemed 
unavoidable, with law-suits, personal 
accusations, emergency meedngs and 
whispered rumours filling the air. 

But at a meeting attended by about 
55 shareholders at Pitcairners’ Hall on 
Tuesday February 28th, the airline's 
directors presented an hour-long re¬ 
port that revealed impressively good 
news. 

■ NLA made a profit of about $8, 900 
in the last six months of 1977, accord¬ 
ing to preliminary figures. 

■ The airline's traffic was growing 
rapidly, with the number of passengers 
carried rising by nearly 50^ last year. 

■New financing arrangements had 
been worked out which will reduce the 
airline's interest payments by 
$168, 000 a year. This would be equal 
to a profitability of over 50 cents a 
share on NLA's 304, 553 Issued shares, 
which have a par value of $1 each. 

Managing Director Judy Jarvis, and 
Solicitor John Brown flew to Los Angel¬ 
es to conclude the agreement with a 
major U. S. finance corporation. They 
returned to Norfolk late in March with 
the deal completed. 

The new financing is a sale-and- 
lease-back arrangement. NIA no 
longer owns its two Beecbcraft King 
Air turbojets, but leases them from 
the new owners at a total charge of 
about $240, 000 a year as compared 
with its previous mortgage pay-off 
charges of just over $400, 000 a year. 

At the end of the five-year lease 
the airline will have the option of 
buying the planes and spare engine 
back for a fraction of their original 
cost, or continuing to lease them, 
presumably at a much-reduced charge. 

The deal greatly brightens the air¬ 
line's profit outlook, and strengthens 
NIA's long-term prospects for success 
so long as Norfolk’s tourist industry 
remains solid. It appears to be dis¬ 
advantageous only from the point of 
view of liquidation-minded share¬ 
holders. They have been able to 
take comfort from knowing that 
should NIA have to be liquidated, 
the two Beechcraft could be expect¬ 
ed to be saleable for more than their 
original cost. 

But strongly conservative share- . 


holders had no reason for buying NIA 
shares in the first place. It was a 
relatively hi$i -risk venture at the 
outset, and the new financing deal 
would seem to make it more of a 
businessman's risk and less of a wild¬ 
cat investment than ever before. 


STRIKE BY COLLECTORS 
HITS LORD HONE CROP 

PALM SEEDS began dropping off the 
trees at Lord Howe Island last month 
as an informal seed collectors' union 
went on strike for more pay. 

The palm seed crop is one of the 
main sources of revenue for the island. 
It brought $50, 000 into public funds 
last year. 

All land on Lord Howe is Crown 
lease land, and the palm seeds are 
considered to be the property of the 
island administration. 

Collectors have been paid $15 to 
collect a bushell of seeds, which New 
South Wales sells for prices ranging 
up toward $100 a bushell. 

Last spring the collectors asked for 
an additional $5 a bushell for their 
work. The Lord Howe Island Board 
knocked them back. 

In February the collectors tried 
again. They said they had been de¬ 
nied pay increases for two yean, 
while the cost of living kept going 
up. 

They said seed collecting is "a 
skill that is unique in the world. 

The small band of collectors on Lord 
Howe Island are the only people in 
the world who have the skill which 
is obtained only by commencing 
collecting at an early age, usually 
from 8 years onwards, serving a long 
arduous apprenticeship until fully 
qualified and experienced. The 
occupation is very hazardous, ex¬ 
hausting and 'gut' busting." 

Last month a compromise offer, 
based on a sliding scale of 'bonuses" 
which would grant the $5 increases 


for all seeds collected over 30 bush- 
ells per collector, was presented to 
the collectors. They refused it. 
sticking to their demand far a full 
$20 on every bushell. 


Ml CRONES IANS CHOOSE 
FREE ASSN. WITH O.S. 

ONE OF THE LARGEST groups of 
Pacific islanders, the 120,000 people 
of Micronesia, have decided that 
their future form of government will 
be self-government in free associa¬ 
tion with the United States. 

The U.S. State Department has 
been negotiating with the Micro- 
nesians for years. 

The agreement reached last 
month between the islands and the 
U.S. needs to be negotiated in de¬ 
tail, but the basic relationship has 
been settled. 

■The U. S. will retain responsibil¬ 
ity for security and defence in the 
region. 

■The U. S. will have the right to 
establish military bases for the next 
15 years. 

■The Microneslans will govern 
their internal affairs. 

■The Microneslans will have author¬ 
ity for their own foreign affairs. 

■The Micronesians will have author* 
ity over their surrounding ocean econ¬ 
omic zone - one of the largest in the 
Pacific. 

■ In foreign affairs, the Micronesians 
have agreed that they will refrain from 
any actions that the U.S. decides 
would be in conflict with U.S. defence 
policies. 

Micronesia's new form of government 
will be comparable to that in the Cook 
Islands and Niue, and to local govern¬ 
ments evolving in former U.S. colonies 
in the Pacific. 

The New Zealand Herald headlined 
its story about he Micronesian agree¬ 
ment "Pacific Islands Agree With Us”. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be he sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
he more expensive hotels wherever hey travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
* anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
hose at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
he Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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(^oungil'iJranscript 


FOR NORFOLK-WA TCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHA T 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


EXCERPTS FROM ONE OF THE TOP 
ADDRESSES OF THE YEAR -ON 5TH 
APRIL, CR. McINTYRE, TALKING 
ABOUT THE MINISTER'S VISIT; 

Cr. McIntyre; "Mr. Chairman, I 
might. I think it is probably appro¬ 
priate, to look at the reasons it seems 
to me, for the reaction that the Min¬ 
ister's visit did. 

Trom what I am about to say, I 
hope that no one will think I have 
lost sight of the necessity for it, or 
the way that the meeting stood in 
strong contrast to what had gone be¬ 
fore. 

The meeting was meant to be an 
exchange of views on the Niramo Re¬ 
port, and so it was, but the views ex¬ 
changed came as a very great surprise - 
at least to me - and it did not seem 
possible to digest them on the day or 
on the spot. 

“I think that like almost everyone 
else, I had looked forward to Mr. 
Ellicott's visit with a genuine en¬ 
thusiasm and optimism. 

1 knew he had studied Norfolk 
Island, I knew he had been here, I 
knew he bad offered courtesy to the 
Delegation to Canberra in October 
1977, and I admired his reputation 
as a man of principle, and I think 
that we all hoped that his visit was 
going to be the breakthrough against 
the Nimmo Report. 

"The Nimmo Report has been shown 
beyond doubt to be grossly erroneous 
in its facts, bitter and narrow in its 
tone, suspect in its motives, and irre¬ 
sponsible in its major conclusions, 
which are simply not examined for 
their destructive consequences. 

"Yet after Mr. Ellicott's visit, the 
people here believe that the major 
recommendations of the Nimmo 
Report, in one form or another, will 
be implemented, and that there will 
be no effort to obtain the Island's con¬ 
sent; and the reasons why that is be¬ 
lieved come from the statements 
made by the Minister during his stay. 

'He said in no uncertain terms that 
Norfolk Island is just another part of 
Australia. 

Tie said that our rights at interna¬ 
tional law had no hope of finding 
favour with his government. 

"He said that he did not think there 
would be a referendum. 

Tie said that Canberra has always 
been Norfolk Island’s parliament. 

■He said that the Pitcairners on 


Norfolk Island are just one more mi¬ 
nority group like Italians in Sydney. 

Tie said that an examination of 
the Pitcairners' historical rights 
could be characterised as unhelpful. 

■He said that there would be a time¬ 
table which if you look at it you will 
see precludes any economic study of 
Norfolk Island before decisions are ta¬ 
ken. 

'He said that the Solemn Declara¬ 
tions can be discounted. 

This line of attack took me com¬ 
pletely by surprise. 

Tn August 1975, Mr. Ellicott, af¬ 
ter substantial study, joined with 
Mr. M.H. McClelland, Q. C. in wri¬ 
ting a legal opinion which was pre¬ 
sented to the Royal Commission. 

"And in that opinion, Mr. Ellicott 
had written; 

- 'The power of the Commonwealth 
parliament to make laws for the 
government of Norfolk Island can¬ 
not be exercised inconsistently 
with the status of Norfolk Island as 

a distinct and separate settlement.' - 

"Compare that statement to his pre¬ 
sent statement that Norfolk Island is 
just a part of Australia. 

Akin to a trustee 

Then in 1975 Mr. Ellicott had writ- 

- 'The sovereign's (... that is to say 
Australia's...) exercise of power 
is more akin to that of a trustee 
than it would otherwise be, it at 
least anticipates that the sovereign's 
exercise of power, though plenary 
in quality, will be directed solely 
for the benefit of the committed 
territory and its inhabitants' - 

"that is to say that the exercise of power 
will be directed solely for the benefit 
of Norfolk Island and its people. 

■Compare this to be statement that 
there will probably not be a referendum, 
that the Solemn Declaration can be dis¬ 
counted, that historical rights are un¬ 
helpful. 

"Again Mr. Ellicott had written; 

- 'The distinction we have drawn is 
of considerable relevance in con¬ 
sidering the application of Article 
73 of the United Nations Charier, 
which is the subject of a separate 
opinion by Mr. McClellend. * - 

■Compare that to his statement that 
there will probably be no referendum, 


or that the United Nations question 
would not find favour with his gov¬ 
ernment. 

'Finally, he had written; 

- 'Although the Commonwealth 
has legal power under Section 122 
of the Constitution to impose tax¬ 
es or other imposts (... on the 
people of Norfolk Island...) for 
whatever purpose it thinks fit, to 
do so would be in breach of a well- 
entrenched constitutional conven¬ 
tion.’ - 

'Compare that with his statement 
that the government, before June, will 
be considering if and how that well- 
entrenched constitutional convention 
may be breached. 

Tn short, the difference between my 
expectation and what Mr. Ellicott said, 
was,astounding to me, and I totally 
failed to anticipate that he would take 
the line that Australia owns Norfolk 
Island outright and all that is in it. 

"There was, on the day of the talks, 
by lunchtime, a buzz of concern on tit 
Island, and people were saying that he 
was no better than what we had heard 
before, and that his message was that 
Norfolk Island should hold still while 
it chopped its head off. 

That may be unfair, there has been 
no decision made yet, but it is certain 
ly widely believed on the Island on th« 
strength of his statements. 

The undercurrent has grown steadii; 
since. 

people angry, afraid 

T believe that people here are angr) 
and afraid about their future, they be¬ 
lieve that they are about to be shut oui 
of it, and that it will be not one of 
their own choosing. 

"Whereas at first they were saying 
"What can we do to prevent this?', no\ 
they are saying 'What must we do to 
resist this?' 

■Since Mr. Ellicott left, I have for 
the first time in my time on the Island 
heard people wondering out loud if it 
must come to violence before Austral! 
will hear Norfolk Island's voice. 

"Now I think that is a very, very 
concerning state of affairs. 

T do not believe that Australia can 
expect the Island's acquiescence in an 
unilateral act to integrate Norfolk 
Island. 

Tn this situation, I believe that it L 
TO PAGE 27. PLEASE 
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HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 


In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 



Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk...banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... corn on the cob...baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice. . .Island- 
style pot roast. . . baked chicken... guava, banana a 
j passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- 
' orite, familiar dishes if you prefer.,. 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a smalK 
restaurant with a beautiful view 




across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 


Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets here^ 

JUST A MINUTE'S WALK ~ 

UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 



WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2185 







ROUDS 

(Norfolk Wlond) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
L AN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE - EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 




SHOP AT 

ROUDS 




CITIZEN 


Stop watch. 11 hr. 

59 min. 59 sec 
chronograph. Stops 
anywhere to indicate 
elapsed time. 


Count-down. A timer 
that signals elapsed 
time from 11 hours 
59 min. 59 seconds to 
one second. 


MULTI ALARM 




24-hour alarm. Lets 
you know when it's 
time with one minute 
of ,5 second beeps. 


Back-up alarm. 

A spare reminder to 
signal that second 
appointment, call, 
or meeting. 


At the chime, the 
time will be ... When 
you need it, here s an 
every-hour-on-the- 
hour time signal. 


Indicators light up 
when one or more 

functions are in use; a beep signais the start and finish 
of each function, it’s foolproof. An invaluable timepiece 
for the man whose time is money—CITIZEN QUARTZ 
CRYSTRON LC MULTI ALARM. _ ^ „ i a , 

©CITIZEN 


-PRENTICE'S-- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 












jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY ~ touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 

8 HOSPTA LAND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the coaplete holiday ■tnl-aart — 

t he trading post 

"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


OPEN 7 DAYS - 7.30 aa to 9 pa SftT 


(Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 
9 am to 7 pth — sorry about that....) 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baited Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegles, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 


Electronic SLR 




The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the wor-ld, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest tferitcfs in SLRs! 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done af Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 


costs and expenses-and ultimately the price 
of our finished products-on the other. 
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The Norfolk 

SUN MON TUE 

1 2 

■ Housie (LC) ■Films (Pds & LC) 

■Film (Nik) ■Darts (RSL) 

•Sm'b'd (SP) BOpen nigjit (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8.00) BFilm (MRT8. 00) 

■C'dants Din. (G) 


7 " 8 


■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


9 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


.14 

■Church services 
■Film, sm’b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


15 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


16 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
•Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


21 22 23 


■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) ‘ 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Museum open (M1-4.30) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


28 

■ Church services 
■Film, sm'b’d (VV7.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


30 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Filni (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


Island 

WED 

3 

■Film, sm'b'd(VV) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00) 


io 

■ Film, sm'b'd (VV) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


17 

■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


24 

•Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
•Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 


31 

■Film, sm'b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 



CALENDAR may 


THUR 

4 

■Housie (LC) 
BSm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


11 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

5 


■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open nigju (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


12 


■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open bight (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

6 

■SDA service 


WIND ROSE' 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



18 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


19 

■Film (RSL8-. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


20 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


25 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


26 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


27 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


-NOTABLE MAY DATES IN NORFOLK’S HISTORY- 

May 3, 1856 ; Having considered the British Government’s offer of all Norfolk land and 
a continued right of self-government, all 193 Pitcairners accepted and boarded "Morayshire' 
May 16, 1856 : Although the terms of his offer to the Pitcairners had been accepted. Gov. 
Denison in Sydney wrote a sea-mail letter saying he wanted to take back control of land. 
May 20, 1798: The sloop "Norfolk” was launched. The first ship built here, she was con¬ 
fiscated by the Sydney government. Bass and Flinders used her tor exploration. 

V 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints.Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
' G -Garrison Rest’r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS p AM r DA | iKir-o 
ON NORFOLK ARE U AM t H ALIN ES 





Minolta presents 


The New Time Movies 


XL-660 SOUND 


XL-440 SOUND 


Compact and light weight XL Sound 
cameras easy to handle even in low 
light conditions. 


Highly responsive TTA and 
servomotor-driven EE system to 
provide correct exposure at all times. 


XL-225 SOUND 


Information-center viewfinder lets you 
concentrate on filming. 


CAMERALiNES 


THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE Pi 


TOGRAPHIC STORE 







VMtar604 


BUILT-INelec 


SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Frl-Sat-Sun 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 


Point'nShooL 
Only by Vivitar. 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrle has been a 
mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electronic 


In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you'll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
POint’riShoot camera. 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 


MILTONS 


NORFOLK'S COMPLETE 
DUTY FREE CENTRE 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ 






BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here’s 
what they told us: 

International Duty-Free : "A new ship- 
ment of dolls, from only $4.75. One 
of them. Poppet, walks and talks for 
just $17. 95. We also have the fam¬ 
ous Play dough, which kids like - 
the construction kit is only $3.50. ” 

■ 

Miltons : 'Special camera prices in- 
clude the new Nikkon FM SLR, with 
50mm lens, for $399.95 - and the 
Eumlg super 8 sound movie pro¬ 
jector at $225 and up." 



Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Cameralines; "A movie kit - Minolta 
Autopak 8-D6 camera and Chinon 
C-100 dual projector, at half the 
normal Norfolk price - $133 instead 
of $266. Only four of them-hurry." 

■ 

The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 


ACROSS 

1. Candle lighter 
3. Unbound 

5. Communion 

6. Give voice 

7. Message 

9. Zodiac sign 

10. Revelry 

12. Limb 

13. Summit 

14. Sticks 

17. Legendary 
animal 

18. Concurrence 


DOWN 

1. Period 

2. Religious 
festival 

3. Rejoicing 

4. Easter gifts 

8. Age 

9. Lantern 

10. Religious 
symbol 

11. Time for self- 
denial 

12. Direction 

14. Easter force 

15. Over 

16. Misdeed 


U 13 EGjejEBQ 
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AMERICAN EXPRESS CARDHOLDERS 






NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7,30. 8.00. 12.30, 1.00. 2. 00, 2,30, 3. 00. 3.30, 8, 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8. 40. 10. 00, 12. 00, 1.06 


MONDAY 

9.15 Just a minute 
10.05 Concert half-hour 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Bing Crosby story 
12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 News. C&W Show 
9.00 Top pops 
10.00 Live concert 


TUESDAY 

9.15 Much less a slave 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10. 30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Jourhey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8. 00 Bing Crosby story 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Stop messing about 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Australia relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of month) 

N. I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Shorty 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of Books 
10. 05 Far from The Mad¬ 
ding Crowd 

10.45 Morning serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7.05 Evening of ligit clas¬ 
sical entertainment 

FRIDAY 

9.15 I'm sorry I’ll read 
that again 

10.05 BBC Rock Line (music) 

10.45 Morning serial 

II. 00 Stevie Wonder profile 

12. 05 Science/spor ; ts 

1.30 Church of Eng. progr. 

2. 00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 Program surrounded 

by fine music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Young Mood 

7.05 Morecotnbe & Wise 

7.30 Movin' Music 

9.00 Dr. Findlay’s Case Book 

9.45 The Par am or Sound 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Radio Australia relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
7.00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners, "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,31 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

Hotel 

Cocktail 


XT? Hotel ITT) ’ 

D|J Bar^and liUL 


m 


me 


,i ‘YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
... .O^FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

DtN£ 



j mce 

ISflPrS$W*»T STEREO MUSIC 
' ' ' DINING AND DANCIN 


FOR YOUR 
DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 





OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLA ND/T A URON G A 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C. C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


What an expert says about the Crock-Rot* 

44lhereare — 1 SlOW COOkeT 

several reasons 

heating element which circles •••tjSS-w 

the cooking bowl to give a slow, 
steady heat So meals cook gently 
and evenly to keep food looking as 

good as it will taste. Next there is 1 tS &SR * 

the Crock-Pots direct temperature 
control, which gives constant heat... 
the secret of good, slow cooking. 

And the finish of the cooking bowl oh M 

is important It has a marvellous 
rich glaze which makes it an 
attractive serving dish to take to 
the table, and its so easy to 
clean. When you choose a Crock-Rot 
slow cooker you discover for yourself 

how wonderful food can taste.^ available in taylors road at a big discount from 

PETE’S PLACE 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 






PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carviligs 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm.r 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
lOam-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092a 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS: 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1 ; Fri day 1-4.. 

STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN.BURNT PINE: ' 
generally 9am-12.30, and2pm-5,30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sim; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8,3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
.Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
iWed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
jo pen 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


df^ at tFDw 3j§read^$)ith oy and 

j^rink'QDty ^)ine with-0[erry||^earts” 


SOFT LIGHTS 

AND PLEASANT 

MUSIC ARE 

PART OF THE / 

ENJOYABLE 

ATMOSPHERE 

OF THE BOUNTY V 

LODGE TAVERN, / 

NORFOLK’S 

LEADING 

LICENSED 

RESTAURANT. 

ENJOY CHOOSING 

FROM OUR FINE 


A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
I TABLE. 

lL,YOUR EVENING 
p? "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY” WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 






The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free entre 









(FROM PAGE 10) 

fair to ask if Norfolk Island's constant 
talk of rights is legitimate. 

•■Norfolk Island has got rights of 
several kinds: legal, moral, political, 
historical. 

'They all arise from the history of 
the Island, and the history and prac¬ 
tice of democracy. 

'When the Pitcairners came to Nor¬ 
folk Island in 1856, promises were 
made by the British government. 

'They were not mere suggestions, 
they were not incidental matters, 
they were the fundamental terms by 
which an entire community, an en¬ 
tire race, agreed to leave their home¬ 
land and to take up Norfolk Island as 
their new homeland. 

'These promises were firstly, that 
the Island should be placed exclusive¬ 
ly at the Pitcairners' use; secondly, 
that the Pitcairners would have self- 
government there as they had on Pit¬ 
cairn; thirdly, that there would be 
land reserved for church and school 
purposes, that the landing places, the 
gaol, some of the public buildings 
and 500 acres of uncleared land would 
be reserved for community purposes, 
and that all the rest of the land would 
be shared amongst the Pitcairn famil¬ 
ies. 

"And that was the promise: the 
exclusive right of self-government, 
and all of the land. 

promises broken 

Promises respecting that were bro¬ 
ken right from the start, but self- 
government was obtained and for 40 
years the people of Norfolk Island 
elected their own government, made 
their own laws, and ran their own 
courts, just as Queen Victoria had 
promised. 

'In 1896, that promise too was bro¬ 
ken. 

’’Governor Hampden, acting I be¬ 
lieve in violation of the law, took 
away the Island's self-government 
and made Britain directly respons¬ 
ible for the Island. 

'In 1914, Australia accepted author¬ 
ity over Norfolk Island from Britain, 
and even Sir John Nimmo could not 
forbear to criticise the poor quality 
of Canberra's subsequent administra¬ 
tion. 

'But in 1978 there is still a great 
deal left: this is still Norfolk Island, 
it is still a distinct and separate 
people. 

"As for the Pitcairners, it is still 
their homeland, still their race and 
culture which dominate the Island. 

"As Mr. Ellicott said in 1975, 
this is a territory entrusted to Aust¬ 
ralia, not given to it, and Norfolk 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / 


Island is entitled to a just and reason¬ 
able settlement, not a decision im¬ 
posed unilaterally by a government 
to which Norfolk has never consented, 
and in which Norfolk Island neither 
has nor seeks a voice. 

In the place of what the United 
Nations Association of Australia's report 
report called Australia’s 'patronising 
moral arrogance', I call on Mr. Elli¬ 
cott to honour the old promises. 

international lav 

"And finally on legal rights: the 
Island is a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory, and is clearly entitled to the 
protection of covenants at interna¬ 
tional law which Australia has under¬ 
taken. 

"Beyond dispute, Norfolk Island is 
a non-self-governing territory... let 
me read what Australia signed.. the 
United Nations Charter: they accept¬ 
ed, Australia accepted, as a 'sacred 
trust’ - those are the words used - to 
develop self-government, take due 
account of the political aspirations 
of the people and to assist them in 
the progressive development of their 
free political institutions. 

"And that they undertook in res¬ 
pect of Norfolk Island. 

They did not say so, they have 
denied it. but that is what they said. 

The Australian government also 
said: 'All people have the right to 
self-determination. By virtue of 
that right they determine their poli¬ 
tical status, and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural de¬ 
velopment. ' 

'That is Australia's policy and it 
has been declared to die world, and 
I ask how can Norfolk Island be de¬ 
nied this. 

Tt can't be because we are too 
small. Cocos is smaller, but Aust¬ 
ralia recognises United Nations prin¬ 
ciples there; the Tokelau Islands are 
smaller, but New Zealand recognises 
United Nations principles there. 

"The kind of territory to which the 
United Nations Charter applies is the 
subject of a U.N. Resolution 1541(15) 
and that Resolution sets out the tests 
to see whether a territory is a terri¬ 
tory to which the Resolution applies, 
and Norfolk Island passes each of 
these tests. 

five tests passed 

- 'First test: Is Norfolk Island a terri¬ 
tory? Yes, so the Charter applies. 

- "Second test: Had Norfolk Island 
attained a full measure of self-gov¬ 
ernment? No, so the Charter applies. 

- Third test: Is Norfolk Island geo¬ 
graphically separate from Australia? 

Yes, so the Charter applies. 

May 1978 


- "Fourth test: Is Norfolk Island dis¬ 
tinct from Australia ethnically? Yes, 
you can ask any Pitcairner, so the 
Charter applies. 

- "Fifth test: Is Norfolk distinct cul¬ 
turally from Australia? Yes, you can 
ask any Pitcairner, ask any New Zea¬ 
lander. ask any of that quarter of the 
population that came from Australia, 
so the Charter applies. 

"Norfolk Island passes every test, but 
Australia wont acknowledge that propo¬ 
sition, and I don't know why. 

The reasons given to the Royal Com¬ 
mission by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, are frankly silly reasons. 

There is a Pitcairn race, this is 
their homeland, it was their homeland 
before the Commonwealth of Australia 
was even thought of, and this is their 
culture. 

"They speak their own language. 

"The Pitcairners will not go away 
because they are bureaucratically 
inconvenient. 

let me refer to some outside view* 
of this issue to see whether they agree 
with Australia or with Norfolk Island, 

"I have already mentioned Mr. Elli- 
cott’s and Mr. McClelland's legal 
opinion of 1975. 

"And what did Mr. Ellicott say in 
that? 

"He confirmed the distinct and 
separate nature of Norfolk Island, and 
said of that distinctness; 

- Tt Is of considerable relevance 
in considering the application of 
Article 73 of the United Nations 
Charter which is the subject of 

a separate opinion of Mr. McClel¬ 
land.' - 

"And what Mr. McClelland said 
without qualification was: 

- 'As a matter of law, die relation¬ 
ship between Australia and Nor¬ 
folk Island falls within the pro¬ 
visions of Article 73 of the United 
Nations Charter.' - ... 

Then most recently we have the 
report of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia... 

'The report also examines the rea¬ 
sons for Australia's arguments, that 
die United Nations Charter does not 
apply to Norfolk Island, and says: 

- 'The official Australian stance 
on Norfolk Island is in short 
patently ridiculous.' - 

The report also says; 

- 'Norfolk Island is at the present 
time quite clearly a non-self- 
governing territory of Australia. 

'No challenge to that reality on 
moral, legal, political, or socio¬ 
logical grounds is sustainable...'* 

27 



OCT. 29,1963: 

THE DISPUTE between the people 
of Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government about how the Island 
should be governed has been going 
on for over 100 years - and the argu¬ 
ment is essentially the same one it 
has always been. 

Within two years of the Pitcairners' 
arrival in 1856, authorities in Aust¬ 
ralia were telling them how their 
affairs ought to be managed. 

The Islanders responded by saying 
that they had been given the right 
to govern themselves, and could do 
It better ihan officials 1, 000 miles 
away could. They were partly sup¬ 
pressed, in 1858 - but they retained 
the basics of self-government. 

In the late 1800s, however, Aust¬ 
ralian authorities began feeling that 
Norfolk Island really belonged to 
them. 

Since then they have been willing 
to let the Islanders maintain the roads, 
clear the drains, and have solid local 
control over such matters as the elimina¬ 
tion of noxious weeds. 

But for nearly a century Australia has 
never been willing to consider that 
Norfolk Island should be permitted any¬ 
thing much more serious than local 
nuisances. 

The current Australian view is al¬ 
most identical. Judge Nimmo recom¬ 
mended that Norfolk should be allowed 
to handle "roads, footpaths and bridges; 
drainage; sewerage and sanitation..." 
and so on through a wordy list that 
even included weighbridges. 

Norfolk has never had a weigh¬ 
bridge, and probably never will. But 
if there should be one some day, Aust¬ 
ralia will be willing to let the Island¬ 
ers look after it. 

The Island still wants genuine self - 
government. 

The history of the dispute has echoed 
with petitions, appeals, delegations, 
protests, letters, meetings, resolutions 
and, in the end, a continuation of col¬ 
onial administration from afar. 

In 1963, It looked as 
If the battle was won 

But once, back in 1963, it looked as 
if the long struggle had been won. 

In that year the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil, determined to regain real self- 
government for the Island, thought 
they had achieved it at last, after 
generations of effort. It did not be¬ 
come apparent for some years that 
they had simply been deluded. 

The story of what happened is an ! 


The Night Norfolk Got Stung 


object lesson for Norfolk as the cur¬ 
rent struggle for self-government 
comes to a head. 

Recollections of the events of 1955- 
1963 are becoming fuzzy and stereo¬ 
typed now. In some cases - as in the 
historical chapter of the Nimmo Re¬ 
port itself - the facts have been turn¬ 
ed absolutely upside-down. 

'In 1961, " Judge Nimmo reported, 
"a draft set of proposals was submitt¬ 
ed by the administering department 
to the Council. These proposals 
would have transformed the Coun¬ 
cil Into an Adminstrator’s Council, 
and would have given Council power 
to direct the Administrator in regard 
to those functions listed in s. 63 of 
the Ordinance (i. e. normal powers 
with regard to local government 
functions). The Council would al¬ 
so have been able to determine 
how local local revenue was to be 
expended and would have had the 
power to make by-laws subject to 
the approval of Parliament. How¬ 
ever, in 1962, Island elections sub¬ 
stantially reduced the number of 
Councillors generally belonging to 
'the bloc’ who favoured taking over 
executive functions, and nothing 
more was done in die matter. ” 

Perchance to dream 

Perhaps Judge Nimmo accepted 
that version from someone on Nor¬ 
folk who was opposed to the Island's 
regaining self-government and felt 
history needed to be twisted a bit. 
Perhaps the Judge dreamt it one 
night. He could have got it from 
the smallgoods section of the old 
Milk Bar, because - like other, far 
more serious aspects of the Nimmo 
Report - it is just plain baloney. 

At the Island elections in 1962, 
four Councillors' terms ended. They 
were all members of "the bloc" - 
Jim Needham, Tom Bailey, Steve 
Nobbs and Selby Newbald. They 
were all re-elected. The "bloc" was 
not reduced in the slightest. It con¬ 
tinued to have seven of the eight 
seats on Council, and it continued 
to work as hard as it could to gain 
executive functions for the Island. 
And, unfortunately, a lot more was 
done in the matter; Norfolk was re¬ 
soundingly stung by Hon. Paul Has- 
luck, then Minister for Territories 
and later Australia's Governor-Gener¬ 
al. 

They were uproarious days in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. By com¬ 
parison, today's Council meetings 


sound like polite tea-parties. • 

Norfolk had been chafing under ab¬ 
sentee rule for 50-odd years. There 
had been challenges, appeals, petitions, 
inquiries.reports, protests and rulings 
almost without let-up. 

On November 30th, 1954, feelings 
flared higher than ever when a new 
Customs Ordinance was unexpectedly 
posted on the Court House door, rais¬ 
ing the duties on many items. The 
Island reacted strongly, calling it 
"taxing us without representation or 
consent or consultation with our elect¬ 
ed councillors as promised". 

Petition to the Qoeen 

A petition to the Queen was organ¬ 
ised and sent off on January 26th, 

1955. It called for the repeal of die 
Customs Ordinance, and beseeched 
Her Majesty to “restore to us the demo¬ 
cratic right of control over our domes¬ 
tic affairs." 

The petition was sigied by 376 of 
the Island's 583 adult residents and 
landholders - almost two-thirds of 
them. In sending the petition, Ray 
Nobbs, then President of the Advisory 
Council wrote that 64 people had 
been absent or were too sick to sigi, 
and "102 are deterred from signing 
by their direct or indirect Govern¬ 
ment employment". Apparently 42 
people - 7of adults - refused to 
sign simply because they disagreed. 

The petition was photographed and 
copies were sent to every member 
of Parliament. There were news 
stories in papers around the world, 
including the New York Times. 

There was even a quiet effort to ap¬ 
peal to the United Nations. 

It all got nowhere. The Ordinance 
remained, and democracy was not 
restored. 

That 1960 Ordinance 

But Australia, responding to the 
state of unrest on the Island, passed 
a new Norfolk Island Act two years 
later, saying that some local powers 
might be given to a Council. By 
1960, as the cumbersome Canberra 
legislative wheels turned over, a new 
Council Ordinance was made in ac¬ 
cordance with the 1957 Act. 

The 1960 Ordinance said that Nor¬ 
folk Council could take over the 
Island’s roads, drains and other con¬ 
cerns such as noxious weeds and 
street stalls. To carry out such res¬ 
ponsibilities, Council was to be given 
control over only one-quarter of Nor- 
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folk’s revenue.- £12.880 a year, of 
which £9,000 was eamings from the 
liquor bond store. 

It was obvious that £12. 000 would 
not cover the annual outgo, and that 
Council would have to find new ways 
to raise money. Number one, on a 
list supported by the Minister for Terri¬ 
tories, was levying rates on land. 

The Council wouldn't wear it. They 
said they were being given the prob¬ 
lem aspects of die Island, and asked 
to handle them by relying mainly on 
the promotion of liquor sales, and by 
taxing land in a way that was repug¬ 
nant to thes people of the Island, They 
were also to be subject to veto by die 
Administrator on anything they might 
decide. 

So they simply refused to exercise 
the uneconomic power that had been 
given to them. 

*Ve see no paint in proving that we 
are going to get burnt, by jumping 
into the.fire," said Council President 
Jim -Needham at the time. 

"We have clearly offered to accept 
full responsibility for the collection 
and allocadon of all local revenue, " 
he said. "The Minister has endeavour¬ 
ed to induce Us to take over his plan 
by hig^i-pressure political activity on 
the part of his Administrator^ even 
to die extent of attempting to dis¬ 
credit the Council and fostering a 
small band of malcontents. The Min¬ 
ister has not given any solid reasons 
why our alternative plan will not 
work. We feel that it is the only 
one that will w ork." 

The "bloc" had been formed to 
"restore to the citizens of Norfolk 
Island control over their domestic 
affairs." 

In a 1960 report to electors, it 
said "In cadet to give citizens this 
fundamental British right it is essen¬ 
tial that your elected council has 
power to make laws in Norfolk Island. 

It is further essential that your elect¬ 
ed council has control over die rais¬ 
ing and spending of all revenue in 
Norfolk Island." 

The repeat was sigped by the ori¬ 
ginal members of the "bloc" - 
:. B. Bailey, F.J. Needham. 

/.N.S. Newbald, S.E. Nobbs, 

.V. Nola, G.G.F. Quintal and 
B. Boniface. 

Maj.-€en. Wordsworth 

Early in 1962 a new Administra- 
ir arrived on the Island - Maj. Gen. 

• H. Wordsworth, a former Member 
f Parliament from Tasmania. He 
>und Norfolk seething with discon- 
:nt, and the Cornell angry. He set 
it to improve die situation at once. . 


A long series of private meetings 
between him and the Council began. 
Held at Government House, they often 
went into the small hours of the morn¬ 
ing. 

After months of discussion, the Ad¬ 
ministrator and the Councillors work¬ 
ed out a clear statement of what they 
believed die Island wanted. Maj. Gen. 
Wordsworth then went off to Canberra 
to discuss the situation with Mr. Has- 
luck, the Minister. 

He returned with fine news, and 
promptly told the people of die 
Island about it in a broadcast over 
VL2NI on March 21st, 1963. 

•Mr. Hasluck, the Minister for 
Territories, has authorised me to 
make this statement on the affairs of 
Norfolk Island, under which you will 
have a far .greater say in Government, " 
he said. 

"As all of you are aware, “ he told 
the Island, Vhen I arrived here nine 
months ago die political situation was 
anything but peaceful, the Council 
and the Administration being at logger- 
beads. It was apparent to me that 
the people wished for a far larger say 
In the government of die Island than 
they had had in the past, and that it 
should be exercised through die Coun¬ 
cil who are your elected representat¬ 
ives. 

"Therefore, I immediately started 
discussions with the Council, who I 
remind you again are your represent¬ 
atives, to find a solution which would 
end this sony state of affairs, and I 
think that between us we now have a 
proposed constitution which will solve 
the matter. “ 

Power to the people 

"Very briefly and only in outline, 
the following has been approved by 
the Minister:- 

The new Council will be approx¬ 
imately the same as is now in force 
in the Northern Territory of Aust¬ 
ralia and in Papua and New Guinea. 
That is, the Act and Ordinances will 
provide for appropriate action to be 
taken by the A dm inis trator-in-Coun¬ 
cil. 

The Administrator-in-Council be¬ 
ing defined as the Administrator act¬ 
ing after having taken advice from 
the Council with the additional re¬ 
quirement that if die Administrator 
does not accept die Council's advice 
he must report his reasons to the Min¬ 
ister. 

"The Council will have the power 
to initiate Ordinances and also to 
examine and advise on all Ordinances 
before promulgation, except in cases 
of emergency or extreme urgency. 

The Council is also to consult with 


and advise the Administrator in the 
drawing up of the Estimates, before 
submission to the Minister, thus en- 
. suring that revenue and expenditure, 
including of course public works, 
will be in accord with die wishes of 
the people." 

Maj. Gen. Wordsworth summed up 
die meaning of it all: "In my opin¬ 
ion this power will place in the hands 
of the people a very full voice in the 
running of their own affairs, ensuring 
they receive what they desire, hav¬ 
ing nothing forced upon them." 

Success at last 

The "bloc" felt that at last it had 
achieved its stated aims, with only 
minor details still to be settled. 

This has not been reached without 
a great deal of hard work," Council 
President Jim Needham wrote to "Nor¬ 
folk News", the Administration news- 
sheet. "The road was not an easy one 
and we had to fight an aggressive battle 
against powerful opposition. Thanks 
to die staunch support of our electors 
we have been successful." 

The letter went to pains to correct 
an impression that die new constitution 
would be the same as a plan that had 
been put forth by A. S. Bathie, who 
won a bye-election seat on Council 
in 1973 following the death of Tom 
Bailey. "His Council with 'broader 
advisory powers' which the Adminis¬ 
trator may attend, even with the esti¬ 
mates submitted to it, w ould gain 
nothing and in practice would re¬ 
main die powerless Advisory Coun¬ 
cil we have suffered far years, " Jim 
Needham wrote. He said that under 
the Council's plan, broadcast by the 
Administrator. "The Administrator 
cannot act wlihout Council - if he 
does not wish to accept die advice 
of Council he must refer the matter 
to die Minister who will decide whe¬ 
ther he must act as advised or whether 
he may act otherwise. Naturally the 
Minister will not wish to abuse this 
power of veto." 

A week later Council met with 
Mr. R. Swift, First Assistant Secre¬ 
tary in the Department of Territor¬ 
ies. The meeting passed three 
resolutions: that die Council and 
Public Moneys Ordinances be amend¬ 
ed so as "to give the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island adequate voice in the 
government of Norfolk Island"; to 
amend the Act and the Council Ord¬ 
inance "so as to give the people a 
proper say in the spending of their 
own money”; and to amend the Act 
and Ordinance "so diet the people 
have an adequate say in making 
their own laws". 

Two months later, in June, 1963, 

2 9 
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Minister Hasluck visited Norfolk. 

In a meeting with Council he said 
he had already put the matter to Cab¬ 
inet, and hoped a new Norfolk Island 
Act would go before Parliament soon. 

He told Council that his reason for 
wanting to meet with them was to 
clear up any doubt that the majority 
of Councillors were in agreement 
with the decisions arrived at. 

Norfolk's new constitution was set 
out by the Norfolk Island Bill 1963, 
which was introduced in the Senate 
cm October 24th and in the House on 
October 29th. Mr. Hasluck delivered 
the principal speech about it in the 
House, and Sen. McClelland the 
principal speech in the Senate - 
both on October 29th. Their speech¬ 
es were along identical lines, apparent¬ 
ly having been based on material pro¬ 
vided by Mr. Hasluck’s Department. 

People on the Island had to wait 
until they received printed copies of 
the speeches some time later. As 
they read, they could scarcely believe 
their eyes. 

The Sting 

Having described the situation gen¬ 
erally, Mr. Hasluck told the House: 
"Those are the arrangements for which 
the people of Norfolk Island have asked 
and I submit to the House that we 
should respect and give effect to their 
wishes. 

"It may seem to some honourable 
members that the wishes of the people 
of Norfolk Island run counter to the 
general tendency in the world to-day 
for what is termed liberation and self- 
government, " Mr. Hasluck said. 

"The people of Norfolk Island have 
preferred a large measure of consulta¬ 
tion, " said Mr. Hasluck, "and reli¬ 
ance on the Government and on the 
Parliament rather than accept die 
responsibility, in a large measure, 
for raising their own revenues and 
a&ninistering their own affairs." 

Sen. McClelland said the same 
incredible thing, but more bluntly. 

"It is interesting to observe in 
these days, when small communit¬ 
ies and small nations are crying out 
for independence and for the right 
of self-government, " said Sen. 
McClelland, "die people of this island - 
some 877 in number, and only 920 
miles from Australia - are saying that 
they do not want a say in how their 
island is to be administered no; do they 
want the right to impose taxation, a 
right that nearly every other commun¬ 
ity is seeking at the present time." 

A Labor Senator front New South 
Wales, Sen. McClelland said "Because 
this bill seems to set out the wishes of 
the people of Norfolk Island the Oppo¬ 


sition does not express any opposition 
to it but, on the contrary, gives it its 
wholehearted support. ” 

In the House there was only one flick¬ 
er of concern, expressed by Mr. Beazley 
of Fremantle. "While supporting the 
bill," he said, "I think we; should take 
this opportunity to express disappoint¬ 
ment that a group of people should not 
wish to govern themselves, and also 
surprise that the descendants of the 
"Bounty" mutineers should not want to 
govern themselves. I hope that in the 
near future there will be a change of 
view on this matter and that they will 
want to accept responsibility. " 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1983 went 
through both Houses that night. It is 
the basis for the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration today. 

Long time to realise 

Councillors and others on the island 
took a long time to realise what had 
happened. At first they were reassured 
by a long memorandum from R. S. Swift 
in the Department of Territories, a 
"Statement of understandings on matt¬ 
ers of procedure on the new constitution¬ 
al arrangements 1964". It seemed to 
promise full Council participation in 
making laws and in raising and spend¬ 
ing money. It also gave reassurance 
in a negative way: "The Council 
recognises however that the Adminis¬ 
trator must have full authority to con¬ 
trol and manage the internal affairs 
of die Administration and does not in¬ 
tend that it should be consulted on 
matters which are essentially ones of 
machinery in the operation cf the Ad¬ 
ministration, ” it said. 

There was still more reassurance in 
a letter from the Secretary of the De¬ 
partment, C.R. Lambert, about the 
application of Australian laws to Nor¬ 
folk. "Universal application is given 
unless there is some good reason for 
not applying the particular Act to a 
Territory, " he said. "The reasons for 
not applying an Act may range from 
ones of administrative convenience to 
a strong and reasonable objection of 
the Council..." 

Mr. Lambert said "it is not desired 
to ignore the wishes of the Council in 
respect of any legislation..." 

Wrong assumptions 

What went wrong? 

For one thing. Council honestly be¬ 
lieved that the Minister would be re¬ 
luctant to use his "veto" over recom¬ 
mendations from the Council. That 
was a mistake. Having the power, 
Australia had no hesitation at all in 
using it whenever it was helpful to 
Australia's aims. After all, the 


Minister was obligated to Australia, 
and the Act gave him authority. He 
used it. 

Council assumed that practically 
all Norfolk laws would originate with 
the Council, and would go into effect 
as they were needed. But in practice, 
a log-jam in the Attorney-General's 
Department meant that it could take 
years for a needed change on Norfolk 
laws to clear through the Canberra 
procedures. Norfolk's needs had 
trouble competing with needs in Aust¬ 
ralia, which must have seemed far 
more important. 

Council assumed that under the new 
arrangement the Administrator would 
be bound by Council decisions - Maj. 
Gen. Wordsworth had told them, on 
the Minister’s authority, that it would 
be so, with "appropriate action" in 
government being taken by the "Ad- 
ministrator-in-Council". Council 
appears to have underestimated the 
force of the fact that an Administrator 
is employed by Australia - and any 
employee who wants to keep his job 
does what his boss wants him to do. 

Never forgiven? 

But a great question remains: how 
could Mr. Hasluck have said that the 
people of Norfolk did not want to 
accept responsibility for administering 
their own affairs? His Administrator 
on Norfolk Island had, with Mr. Has- 
luck’s authority, broadcast to the 
people that "It was apparent to me 
that the people wished for a larger 
say in the government of the Island 
than they had had in the past, ” and 
had told the people that Mr. Hasluck 
had approved in principle a new con¬ 
stitution that would ensure that the 
people "receive what they desire, 
having nothing forced on them." 

A Norfolk friend of Mr. Hasluck's - 
by then Sir Paul Hasluck, and Governq 
General of Australia - said several 
years ago, "He never forgave Norfolk 
for turning down the 1960 Ordinance. " 

Perhaps it was the ’bloc's” refusal 
in 1960 to be driven into levying 
rates on land that Mr. Hasluck was 
thinking of when he told the Govern¬ 
ment that Norfolk did not want to 
govern itself. 

Whatever he had in mind, he mis¬ 
informed Parliament about the wishes 
of the people of the Island in 1963. 

They wanted democratic local seli 
government, just as they have wantei 
it ever since 1856, just as they want 
it now, and just as they will no doub ; 
go cm wanting it - so long as Norfolk 
is populated by Pitcairners and other! 
who value self-reliance - until they 
get it. 
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Norfolk 


"I 1 VE ALWAYS WANTED to be a 
nurse -1 can’t remember a time 
when I didn't," says Meg Pitcher, 
christened Winifred Margaret, 
married to Howard and mother of 
three sons and a daughter. 

The Pitchers first came to Nor¬ 
folk Island in 1973 at Christmas¬ 
time. Mera and Hamish Martin, 
then living in New Zealand, had 
always wanted The Pitchers to see 
Norfolk. Ordinarily, the Pitchers 
and their friends spent their holidays 
cruising but a group of 18 good friends 
all decided to come see the island 
so beloved by the Martins. 

T saw Howard unwind in a way 
that I’ve never seen him do so be¬ 
fore! Usually, on holidays he had 
the boat to worry about, charts to 
follow and other peoples' safety to 
consider." Also, at this time Howard 
was beset by business problems - he • 
had his own business in Auckland 
specialising in Roto Aluminium 
products. This business was in the 
process of being taken over and How¬ 
ard didn't like the idea of being an 
employee in the business he had 
started and which bad been his own. 

Being utterly charmed by Norfolk 
during their holiday the Pitchers, like 
so many who have come here, tried 
to figure out a way to be able to 
come back to live. The day before 
they left to go back to New Zealand 
they heard about the gas business be¬ 
ing up for sale. Thinking it was an 
answer for them, they bought it and 
moved to the island in May of 1974. 
As luck would have it, the bottom 
fell out of the economy in N.Z. and 
the take-over fell through. However, 
the business has been sold since then 
to Howard's brother in Auckland. 

Meg feels quite at home on Nor¬ 
folk. 

Help In coauunlty 

'I feel privileged to be able to 
take over Bonnie Quintal's District 
Nursing job when she is away on holi¬ 
day. I have met so many people that 
I wouldn’t have met otherwise." 

She feels a greater degree of 
acceptance because of being able 
to help in the community's needs. 

"I love going into island homes 
and talking to the older islanders. " 



Meg did her nursing training at 
Greenlane Hospital which is part 
of the Auckland Hospital Board com¬ 
plex. This is the hospital world- 
famous for its thoracic department. 
After completing her training she 
went up to Nuie Island to relieve 
a child welfare nurse there. There 
were 5, 000 Nuians and 20 Europeans 
in Nuie--quite an unusual experience 
for a young woman. The hospital 
was very rustic. There were Meg, 
the Matron, two native medical 
practitioners who had trained in Fiji, 
and a wonderful doctor who had train¬ 
ed in New Zealand but who had been 
a missionary doctor in China. She 
shared quarters with Matron. Her 
job was to go around to the villages 
in a mobile clinic weighing babies, 
treating scabies, testing eyes, 
searching ft* nits, etc. 

"Young lads used to call me 'Coot¬ 
ie Queen* says Meg humorously. 

"The salk vaccine came in while I 
was up there and it was my respon¬ 
sibility to give the children their 
three injections." Meg was in Nuie 
for seven months - and loves islands. 

Auckland volunteers 

Prior to moving to Norfolk, Meg 
had a very interesting job in Auck¬ 
land with the Auckland Hospital 
Board. Every hospital in New Zea¬ 
land has to employ people who act 
as that board’s contribution to Civil 
Defence. "It was our job to organ¬ 
ise (there were two of us) an emer¬ 
gency voluntary nursing service. In 
every community there is a nucleus 
of nurses - some may not be prac¬ 
ticing - but it is necessary to know 
where these nurses are and to be able 
to mobilise them in the event of a 
serious emergency." 

In the event of a disaster it is usual¬ 
ly the not-so-seriously-injured who 
can get themselves to the hospital 
who clog up the lines for the more 
seriously injured. In every suburb 
there is a shopping centre, and there 
is usually a Church and possibly a 
school. This made possible a build¬ 



ing that could be set up to absorb 
casualties - the lesser ones - or cas¬ 
ual! ties could be screened on their 
way to hospital. Volunteers were 
lined up to handle every facet of 
an emergency programme. Wagons 
to get people to hospital etc. 

There is a voluntary Red Cross pro¬ 
gramme going on here which is work¬ 
ing to become more qualified to 
handle a major disaster should there 
ever be one on Norfolk. Meg and 
other volunteers are Red Cross mem¬ 
bers who have taken first aid. There 
is also an official first aid team for 
die airport. The volunteers are organ¬ 
ised to help and when the siren blows 
all first aiders proceed to help die 
trained airport personnel. 

".There are a lot of registered nur¬ 
ses in the community. I feel that 
the hospital could perhaps do a little 
more to give the nurses a familiari¬ 
zation course so that we know where 
everything is at the hospital. In the 
event of an emergency we'd be able 
to be of greater help - wouldn't con¬ 
stantly be saying where's this and 
where's that." 

Relaxed favily 

Meg and Howard's family consists 
of Andrew, 21 (studying at University 
in N. Z.), David, 19, is doing cabinet 
making (there is a most beautiful wall 
desk in the Pitcher's living room whid 
he made), John, 14 (at boarding schoc 
in N.Z.) and Merren, 23, is doing 
child nursing in N. Z. They are a 
happy and relaxed family - Merren 
loves to cook, Meg plays her lovely 
Wurlitzer organ for family fqn and 
they all have been promised a beauti¬ 
ful home-made rug by Meg. She has 
a 12' x 6' one on their lounge room 
floor which took first prize in the Roy¬ 
al A & H Show last year. They all 
want it so the only way to settle 
the argument is to make one fat 
each. 

Meg is a Brownie Leader - known 
as Brown Owl. She has also instruct- 
. ed the Brownies in first-aid --a 
wonderful teacher, we hear! She 
enjoys this work too. 

What she loves most about Nor¬ 
folk is that people do care — "It 
is die very opposite of the deperson¬ 
alisation one feels in a big city. 

One never feels alone ou Norfolk." 
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HERE WE ARE at die end of yet another 
two months and at the start of one 
of the milder months of the year. Gen¬ 
erally speaking. May's weather is ideal - 
nice days and cool nights and humidity 
just normal. 

March and April haven't been the 
best weather-wise what with constant 
winds and looming rain clouds and show¬ 
ers. This was enough for many a planned 
B. B.Q. to have to have been held indoors 
and this really loses some of the charm 
of outdoor eating. Those delightful 
smells of the food cooking never seem 
to quite smell the same inside. The 
Blues Football Club finally held their 
B. B. Q. at the Rawson Hall which was 
a pity, as the venue set down -Men- 
ghetti's Paddock - was an ideal form 
of Island entertaining. 

A young man who came, to visit Nor¬ 
folk because of his connections with 
the Christian family was Ewan Christian. 
He spent two weeks on the Island first 
staying with Bemie and Mary Christian - 
Bailey and having the opportunity of 
being with many of his Norfolk relat¬ 
ives. He won many admirers with 
the dignity and charm he possessed. 

After leaving Norfolk he was returning 
to Australia to see more of the main¬ 
land before arriving back in London. 

The month of March saw many 
Islanders haying birthdays. Some of 
those to celebrate such a happy occa¬ 
sion were Mildred Bataille - Edna 
Bailey - Bemie Christian-Bailey - 
Nella Adams - Val Nobbs - Girlie 
(Sylvia) Nobbs - Charlotte Gondon. 

To you all, 'All the Best Health and 
Happiness for the Coming Year'. 

Saturday, 11th March, saw two 21st 
birthday parties being celebrated. . 
Michael Aafjes celebrated his birth¬ 
day at the "Bounty" with many old 
fanjily friends making the trip over 
trbm Sydney especially for the cele¬ 
brations. These included the Sean 
.MicGoverns and the Roy Broomheads, 
who are regular visitors to the Island. 

Bruce McCowan celebrated his 
evening at the Leagues Club. Bruce's 
father, Ian, who was our ex-head¬ 
master at the Norfolk Island Central 
School, was able to come over from 
Sydney for the weekend and enjoy 
this happy occasion. 

Just so many people enjoyed the 
Monday evening at the Norfolk Hotel 
when Patrick QUagen was the cele¬ 
brity. Over 2l50 people were packed 
into the dining room, a smorgasbord 
meal was served and the bar did a 


fantastic trade as it was a very hot 
evening and hence everyone was en¬ 
joying a drink or two (or maybe some 
too many). Patrick oozed his Irish 
charm and sang all the old favourite 
Irish songs, plus the inevitable Irish 
jokes. For a first of a kind in new 
entertainrpent on. Norfolk that even¬ 
ing would have to have gone off with 
a bang, 

Karen Quintal was a very pretty 
bride when she married Chris Gate¬ 
house at St. Barnabas Chapel. Chris's 
family were here for the wedding - 
the reception being held in the grounds 
of the bride’s parents Kik and Bonny 
Quintal’s home at Cutters Corn. 

Easter was perfect weather-wise 
here on Norfolk. Everyone enjoyed 
the break, being able to partake in 
all their favourite pastimes. The 
R. S.L. Easter Race Meeting attracted 
a crowd of visitors and locals to the 
day's events held at Kingston. 

The March edition of "Vogue" was 
a 'hot seller' here on Norfolk Island 
because the winter fashions featured 
were photographed with scenes of 
Norfolk as die background - local 
scenes included Kingston ruins, Ball 
Bay, Crystal Pool and others. Our 
scenery certainly provided a striking 
background for some of the rather 
mannish fashions in some of the pic¬ 
tures. 

This time of the year seems to be 
exceptionally busy with people com¬ 
ing and going on vacation to various 
parts of the globe. Many of our lo- 
local population have been away 
or are away at the present time. 

Eric Adams had a thoroughly enjoy¬ 
able time visiting the United States 
and Canada. While in Vancouver 
Eric was able to contact Shirley Jupp 
who has now arrived on the Island 
for a short stay at the 'Acre'. Eric 
really enjoys his travelling, having 
last year gone to Hawaii and having 
a great time there. 

Joan Menzies went to Lord Howe 
Island for a week over Easter and in 
fact stayed longer! Joan loved the 
island's beauty and now her craving 
for holidays will go on and on. 

Marina and Chubb Gillan are away on 
a well-earned break and here's hoping 
they will have a fantastic time. 

George and Helen Park are at this 
time cruising around Indonesia on a 
luxury liner. First they flew to Sing¬ 
apore where they boarded the liner - 
it all sounds most exciting calling in 


at all those ports on the way and by 
all accounts some fabulous shopping 
to be done in some of the ports,, so 
Helen will be delighted. 

John and Maggie More have returned 
from an exhilarating holiday in the 
South Island of New Zealand. Both 
being very keen walkers, they did a 
walk with a group of people and a 
guide taking several days, staying in 
huts at night. Some of die scenery 
was breathtaking and unusual, and 
the weather was just perfect for their 
stay. 

Jenny Broad is off on her overseas 
trip - and an exciting one too! First 
stop is Washington D.C. at the invita¬ 
tion of the President of the Internation¬ 
al Womens Air and Space Centre to 
give her very valuable memoirs of 
flying. Jenny is one of the few wom¬ 
en who were wartime ferry pilots. 

A highlight of Jenny's trip is travell¬ 
ing on the Concorde from New York 
to London, seeing family in England 
and then on the Concorde again from 
London to Bahrain. Jenny will be 
mpst interested in seeing the controls 
of this incredible plane - such a 
marked difference to the planes she 
flew. 

Kathy Percival is away at the pres¬ 
ent time for a couple of months on a 
buying trip for the Paris Boutique 
visiting Europe, England and U. S. 

David and Margaret Greenham 
are to enjoy a holiday to the Contin¬ 
ent and England. 

There is a never ending list of 
travellers quite apart from those going 
to the Australian mainland or New 
Zealand for holidays. 

One of the most interesting nips 
I've heard about would be the one 
which Eila Middleton has just com¬ 
pleted - a world trip of a lifetime.' 

Eila visited all the well respected 
tourist places but also out-of-the-way 
and intensely interesting spots that 
most of us who love travelling and 
geography have read only about be¬ 
cause of their remoteness. Eila tells 
of her experiences, funny or unusual, 
in a fascinating manner - anywhere 
from England to Egypt, South America, 
Europe, Galapagos Island or Isla 
Juan Fernandez (Robinson Crusoe 
Island). It i$ no wonder she is hav¬ 
ing trouble in trying to settle in one 
spot. 

Changing to something more light¬ 
hearted, it was fascinating watching 
couples on the dance floor at the 
Hillcrest one night doing a most 
attractive dance called the 'Man¬ 
hattan*. It wouldn't be surprising 
if this dance becomes very popular 
on Norfolk -- one of our local police¬ 
men and his wife were doing it so 
professionally! 
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EDITORIAL 


THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTH PA Cl FI C. and indeed the whole world, 
will now have the opportunity to see whether Australia can be believed or not. 

During the past 15 years the bygone age of imperialism has gradually faded 
in the Pacific. The peoples of the Islands have come to realise how different 
their way of life is from the way of life in England, America, France, Australia 
or New Zealand. They have come to want to preserve their own way of life, and 
to be rid at last of the appointed administrators sent from afar to rule them for a 
day and then sail back to "civilisation" again. 

The large nations which have "owned" the Islands have come to realise that 
even people with brown skins have certain human rights -- the right to live their 
own kind of life, if they can support themselves — and the right to determine 
their own forms of government, for better or for worse. 

In one Island group after another, the former imperialist nations have helped 
the peoples of the Pacific to advance toward self-government. Western Samoa. 
Nauru. Tonga. Fiji. Niue. The Cook Islands. The Solomons. The Northern 
Marianas. Hawaii. American Samoa. The Gilberts. In Micronesia a basic ag¬ 
reement has been reached at last. In Tuvalu, independence will arrive later this 
year. Guam's status is being worked on. in the Tokelaus and on Pitcairn self- 
government is still in abeyance, but until it develops no laws are being forced 
on the people from overseas. 

In every one of those Island groups the paramount principle for coming out of 
the age of imperialism has been self-determination.- let the Islands people choose 
their own way. Help them, but don't dictate to them. 

But in three of the Pacific colonial nations, governments have been too greedy 
or simply too pig-headed to accept that paramount principle. Instead they have 
insisted that it is their right to go on ruling the Islands regardless of what the people 
of the Islands want. France is one of these nations. Chile is another. And until 
now, incredibly, the third has been Australia — the "land of the fair go." 

Suddenly through one of those flukes that can occur in large governments, a 
report has been issued proclaiming what Australia's official attitudes are toward 
the Island peoples of the South Pacific. The report comes from the most senior 
Parliamentary body shaping Government policy in foreign affairs and defence. 

The fluke is that the Senate Standing Committee of Foreign Affairs and Defence 
obviously thought that by the time its repbrt was issued, Norfolk Island would have 
disappeared as a separate South Pacific territory, having been forcibly integrated, 
against the wishes of the people of the Island, into an Australian electorate 1,200 
miles away and 85 times as big. 

With the embarrassment of Norfolk swept under the carpet, the Senate Com¬ 
mittee was able to tell the world what Australia believes about its relations with 
the Islands of the Pacific. But Norfolk has not yet been integrated. And now we 
shall see whether Australia will live up to its self-painted image. 

The Committee said that there are sovereign states, self-governing states and 
colonies that make up the South Pacific. "There are ethnic, cultural, political, 
social and economic differences which distiaguish these countries from one another. 
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and make them distinct," it says. We shall now see whether Australia really believes 
that, or whether Australia intends to enforce what our Minister repeatedly told the 
people of Norfolk when he was last here: "This is Australia." 

The Committee says "The countries" - that is, the sovereign states, self-govern¬ 
ing states and territories - "of the South Pacific have the sovereign right to determine 
for themselves the course and style of their development." We shall now see whether 
Australia really believes that, or whether Australia intends to enforce what our Mini¬ 
ster said to the people of Norfolk on his last visit: "I've got to make recommendations 
which are going to determine the future of the Island," he said. "There is a need to 
accept whatever the decision is, and move with it." 

The Committee says "Apart from France, administering countries have taken a 
more benevolent attitude and have promoted the welfare of the Islands and their people 
with a view to assisting them towards self-government and independence." We shall 
now see whether Australia really believes that, or whether Australia intends to go right 
on disdaining the solemn declarations of more than two-thirds of the electors of Nor¬ 
folk Island that they wish to have their own distinct laws, benefits and taxes. That 
solemn declaration, Australia told us, was "totally, utterly and completely valueless." 

The Committee says that "All Australian, British and New Zealand territories 
(except Pitcairn and Tokelau Islands) are now either independent or self-governing or 
moving towards independence." Norfolk Island is an Australian territory. Does Aus¬ 
tralia honestly believe we should be independent or self-governing? We shall see 
and neither we nor the South Pacific will be fooled by the fraudulent and cynical 
suggestion that we will become "self-governing" by being forced, without consent, 
into the electorate of Canberra. 

The Committee says "... in our relations with the South Pacific countries we must 
not attempt in any way to dominate them but must make a special effort to take into 
account the sensitivities of their people. “ We shall see whether Australia really believes 
that, or whether Australia will simply grab a 200-mile ocean economic zone that has 
never been ceded to it, and take full control of an Island that was given to the Pitcairn 
people 122 years ago. 

In the past day or two the Australian Cabinet has met behind its closed doors and has 
made a decision that will let the Pacific and the world see whether Australia can be be¬ 
lieved or not. The decision will be announced on Monday, May 8th, by the Minister. 

If it says that Australia wants the people of Norfolk to give their free and full consent to 
their future form of government, it will be a good decision, and a just one. 

If it does not contain that one essential provision it will be a bad decision, and un¬ 
just; and the Norfolk Island Council and the Society of Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers have said that they will fight it for all they are worth. 

No one on the Island wants a fight. All the Island wants is what England, the U. S. 
and New Zealand have uniformly given their South Pacific territories; self-determination. 
It is one of the very few things in this world worth fighting for, and no one who loves 
Norfolk could possibly allow such a fight to be lost: 
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I 1 

MARTIN’S AGENCIES |_TD. 

I f 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS ^ 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS - WHOLE SABERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

'•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

•jREMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

•jsuZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

•(BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W . A. F LIC K & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, aU 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUT TER1N GS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 




HOTEL 








LAST MINUTE NEWS 
May 9th, 1978: In; a broadcast state 
ment to Council yesterday, read 
from prepared text distributed later, 
Mr. Ellicott said Australia bad de¬ 
cided that - 

1. Australian laws will not auto¬ 
matically be extended to Norfolk. 
The Island will continue to have its 
own distinct mixture of laws. 

2. Australian taxes will not be ex¬ 
tended to Norfolk. 

3. Australian social service bene¬ 
fits will not be extended to Norfolk. 

4. Any decision on representation, 
for Norfolk In Parliament will be 
put off for at least a year, and con¬ 
sidered by a proposed "Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Legislative Assembly." 

In other words, the Nimmo Report 
has been dumped. Mr. Ellicott men¬ 
tioned various minor aspects of the 
Nimmo Report, as though the Gov¬ 
ernment is accepting some parts of 
it while not accepting olher parts - 
but with its main recommendations 
rejected the Report is now a dead 
letter. 

The Government’s plan is to give 
Norfolk a limited form of self-gov¬ 
ernment, see how things go for five 
years a so, and consider whether 
increased local powers should be 
granted. 

If the Island handles local matters 
well during the next few years, and 
if there is a genuine willingness on 
Australia’s part to allow, and help, 
the development of self-govern¬ 
ment, it seems possible that within 
five years or so Norfolk migjit reach 
a form of government much like the 
one outlined in the Draft Constitu¬ 
tion tabled in Council earlier this 
year. 

The reaction on the Island so far 
is • 

1. A peat sense of relief that Nor¬ 
folk is not, as seriously feared, going 
to be damaged by being forced into 
Australian systems of government. 

2. Dismay and surprise cm die part 
of the dosses or so people who led 
the pro-Nlmmo campaign. They be¬ 
lieved the decision would go entire¬ 
ly their way, right up until the an¬ 


nouncement was made. 

3. Concern on the part of a num¬ 
ber of leading Pitcairners that they 
have not gained any of the major 
positive alms they have been wak¬ 
ing fa. Mr. Ellicott continues to 
say that Norfolk is "part of Austra¬ 
lia" rather than a distinct, separate 
place which is die Pitcairners’ home¬ 
land. The Pitcairners' right of re¬ 
turn to Norfolk has not yet been guar¬ 
anteed by law. . Mat Importantly, 
the Government has decided that 
there will be no referendum just 
now. This has bad implications: 
it seems to continue denying that 
the people of the Island have a 
human right to determine how 
they wish to be governed; and it 
seems to re-affirm Australia's im-* 
perial power to rule Norfolk with¬ 
out die formally-expressed con¬ 
sent of the majority on die Island. 

In summary: 

1. The Island has made a valiant 
stand to maintain its idendty and 
to keep from being crushed. An 
18-months-long nightmare is sud¬ 
denly ova. 

2. This has been achieved only 
with tremendous effort and sup- 
pat from true friends of Norfolk 
overseas - including many who 
will be reading this. There is no 
doubt that the powerful repat of 
die United Nations Associadon. 
and die ovat friendship of Poly¬ 
nesians in American Samoa, had 
real impact on Australia's atd- 
tudes toward the Island. 

3. With die emergency crisis 
past, Norfolk now needs to wak 
intelligently, hard and consistent¬ 
ly to begin building sound local 
government and making certain 
that there is no backsliding on 
Australia’s part in its new com¬ 
mitment to begin helping the Isl¬ 
and progress toward fully demo¬ 
cratic govanment. Continued 
interest, advice and support from 
friends of die Island in Australia 
and elseyrhae in the Pacific will 
be vital as this wholesome and 
promising process taka place on 
Norfolk Island. 
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Self -Government! 

THE LONG BATTLE TO DEFEND NORFOLK FROM BEING FORCED INTO AUSTRALIA 
ENDED MAY 8TH, DRAMATIC EVENTS LED UP TO THE HISTORIC DECISION. 

„ PAGE 3 


U.N. Associations Help 

THE U.N.ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA WILL KEEP ACTIVE INTEREST IN 
NORFOLK - AND THE N. Z. ASSOCIATION HAS WEIGHED IN TOO. 

PAGE 5 


The Charter of May 8th 


THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT AMOUNTS TO A 
FORMAL CHARTER AUTHORISING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SELF-GOVERNMENT. 

PAGE 8 


Pitcairners React 

THE SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS PRESENTED AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TO 
MR. ELLICOTT'S STATEMENT. THEY ASK FOR MANY SPECIFIC DECISIONS. 
L. PAGE 11 


‘Bounty Day’ Bonanza 

A TREASURE FROM 1856: A LONG FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF THE PITCAIRN 
PEOPLE. WRITTEN BY A MIDSHIPMAN WHO WAS HERE WHEN THEY LANDED. 

PAGE 30 


PLUS THE TIME TABLE FOR SELF - GOVERNMENT... LABOR MEMBERS 
OF PARLIAMENT STILL WANT NIMMO...PLAN FOR THE HOSPITAL.... 

"AUSTRALIAN" EDITORIAL... 1857 PHOTOS...HELEN PAYNE."IN 

BOND".. . GARDEN NOTES. .. "ISLAND HOUSEWIFE".. . LETTER FROM 
HOME... AND A NEWS EDITORIAL ON NORFOLK ISLAND’S CLOSE SHAVE 





JR-S600 STEREO RECEIVER: 

Min. 110WRMS per channel; max. THD 0.1%; 
dual power supply; self restoring safety circuit; 
built in SEA; built in ANRS for FM; sensitivity 
1.7 uV. 


• 3" Personal B & W TV <* Kedio 
frequency ranges: FM/ MW/SW 

• Speaker: 5" •Power output: 
1.5 Watts max. • Main fea¬ 
tures: Bass/Treble tone controls, 
AC, "D" batteriaa, Car battery 
or optional BP-OCit rechargeable 
Ni-Cd battery puck operations. 
Metallic gray cabinet 


• Speaker: 3-1/2" • Power out¬ 
put: 1 Watt • Main features: 
Auto-stop mechanism. Eco¬ 
nomical "UM-1" ("D") cells 
operation 


the right choice 


DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 
















READY FOR THE WORST, NORFOLK SUDDENLY HEARD AUSTRALIA’S HISTORIC ANNOUNCEMENT: 


SELF-GOVERNMENT AGAIN -AT LAST! 


IN A SUDDEN and historic decision 
announced on the Island on May 8th 
by Australia’s Minister for Home Af¬ 
fairs, the people of Norfolk and the 
cause of democracy won a great 
double victory. 

•The main recommendations of 
the controversial and fault-ridden 
Nimmo Report, which said that the 
Island should be taken over by Aus¬ 
tralia, were rejected by die Gov¬ 
ernment. 

•After an 82-year-long struggle, 
Norfolk was officially put onto a 
path designed to restore self-govern¬ 
ment over the coming six years. 

Tension on the Island had risen 
close to flash-point on the day of 
the announcement. It had been 
building rapidly since Minister El- 
licott's visit to Norfolk in March, 
when he repeatedly told resi dents 
"This is Australia. You are Austra¬ 
lians." 

An 18-month-long effort to ward 
off the Nimmo Report, spearheaded 
by the Norfolk Council, appeared 
to have had no effect on Government. 

With an Australian takeover immin¬ 
ent, Norfolk rapidly began reaching 
out for friends throughout the world 
who might be willing to help in a 
last-ditch fight to save the Island. 

At the Norfolk Island Council meet¬ 
ing of May 3rd, Australia’s resident 
Administrator on Norfolk (Mr. D. V. 
O'Leary) said there had been many 
rumours on the Island about Council¬ 
lors making contacts in other coun¬ 
tries, and challenged members of the 
Council to speak up if they had any¬ 
thing of public importance to reveal. 

Cr. Greg Quintal, who had just re¬ 
turned as a member of the two-man 
delegation sent to American Samoa 
by the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers, said he would be 
glad to report on the delegation's trip 
if Council were interested. 

(A detailed account of the trip 
appeared in last month’s News, which 
went on sale two days after the Coun¬ 
cil meeting.) 

Cr. Quintal's report to Council in¬ 
cluded a reading of the-press state¬ 
ment made by the Governor’s office 
in American Samoa about the dele¬ 
gation's visit. Cr. Quintal told of the 
overwhelming friendliness and support 
shown by the Governor and his senior 
aides, and emphasised the present- 
day strength of the blood ties between 
the Pitcairn people and other Polynesians, 
going back for centuries. 

At the conclusion of his report to 


Council, Cr. Quintal presented an 
American Samoa flag, which bad been 
given to the Society by Governor Peter 
Tali Coleman at Pago Pago. He moved 
that Council accept the safe-keeping 
of the flag, for use at public occasions 
when flags of various countries are 
flown on Norfolk, and that Council 
accept and support the friendship that 
had been offered to the people of Nor¬ 
folk In American Samoa. 

The elected Councillors unanimous¬ 
ly approved die motion, and Cr. Quin¬ 
tal passed the Samoan flag up toward 
the Administrator. Mr. O’Leary, 
rather than accepting the flag, gestured 
irritatedly toward a side table In die 
Council chamber. "Put it over there, " 
be said. 

The Minister was urgently informed 
about Cr. Quintal’s report. 

Although the Government's decision 
on Norfolk's future was not expected 
until late In May, Cabinet met die 
next day and settled the issue. 

The Minister then notified the Ad¬ 
ministrator that a decision had been 
made, and that he was flying to Nor¬ 
folk in an Air Force transport three 
days later to announce it. 

Members of Council met die Minis¬ 
ter at Norfolk airport when the RAAF 
plane landed on Sunday, May 7th. 

He gave them no indication of what 
had been decided. 

Historic broadcast 

On Monday, May 8th, Mr. Elllcott 
addressed the Council at a broadcast 
meeting. The public gallery was 
packed, and extra rows of seats were 
carried in, spilling into die Council 
chamber itself. Around the Island, 
virtually every working radio was 
tuned in, and household and business 
activities halted. 

The Island tensed for the message 
that seemed inevitable: "As from to¬ 
day, Norfolk Island has been incor¬ 
porated into..." Typed-up cable¬ 
grams, addressed to international lead¬ 
ers throughout the world, were in readi¬ 
ness to flash messages of protest and 
appeal as soon as the axe had fallen. 
News stories for international wire ser¬ 
vices, complete except for the few 
crucial words that had not yet been 
uttered, were set to go. Overseas, 
friends of the Island were waiting for 
telephone calls about to v be placed. 

Mr. Elllcott read his message from 
a prepared text, which was later dis¬ 
tributed on die Island and to the press 


in Australia. His manner was serious, 
with some signs of nervousness, but his 
voice was firm and strong. 

Councillors and the public gallery 
listened intently, with scarcely any 
facial expression. 

"The Government recognises die 
special situation of Norfolk Island... " 
Mr. Elllcott said. 

"... the special relationship of the 
Pitcairn people... substantial measure 
of self-government... the Repat of Sir 
John Nimmo... decided not to accept... 
the present situation to continue... taxa¬ 
tion. .. social services... the Govern¬ 
ment has decided not to do so..." 

The Island listened, concentrating 
on each wad, waiting fa the bad 
news. It never came. 

"...Nafolk Island Legislative 
Assembly... power to pass laws... 
maja financial powers...careful 
balancing of the many factas in¬ 
volved. .. responsible fncm of self- 
government fa Norfolk Island... 
consultation and collaboration com¬ 
mence immediately. ” 

The faces of sane of the small 
band of people on the Island who had 
done their best to push Norfolk into 
Australia, regardless of the wishes 
of the majority, were gpay and rigid. 
They had been assured that die Gov¬ 
ernment was with them, and was go¬ 
ing to do this thing. There had been 
so many sigps... they had received 
such continuous support fron the 
Department, horn the Administrata, 
from determined centralists in Aust¬ 
ralia, from die previous Minister... 
and now it had all fallen through. 

Mr. Ellicott's statement ended 
before 10am. In different parts of 
the Island, the elected members of 
Council and the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the Society of Descendants 
met at once, and began conbing 
through the Minister’s official text, 
word by wad. 

Because the statement was gen¬ 
eralised, many specific points of 
coicern to the Island were still up 
in the air. One by one these were 
set down on paper. The Pitcairn 
comittee listed 13 of them, and 
when Council re-convened with the 
Minister at 2 por fa a closed-session 
discussion of the new policies. Coun¬ 
cillors had a four-page commentary 
from the Society in front of them. 

On point after point, it coincided 
with the reactions die Councillors 
had already worked out. The differ¬ 
ences were minor. 
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Switch tO 



No 35mm SLR camera quite like 
the XG-2 compact has ever been 
seen before. A rapid-use finder 
displays both shutter speed (via 
LED) and over/under range indic¬ 
ator as well as a flash-ready signaL 
Manual and aperture-priority speed 
selectioa Electromagnetic shutter 
release. Electronic self-timer. With 
the motor drive attached, get two 
shots per second, with or without 
flash. Quiet operation, smooth 
release and film advance. Time- 
tested bayonet lens mount accepts 
virtually all Rokkor interchange¬ 
able lenses. The unique touch 
switch, mounted on the surface of 
the shooting button, turns on the 
camera meter when touched by 
your finger. This is the first of a 
new series of electronic 35mm 
SLR’s. See it at your camera 
store. When you pick it up, you’ll 
discover why we call it “the soft 
one.” It fits your hands, with or 
without the advanced accessories. 
Auto Electroflash 200X 
You've read about thyristor flash 
units How about two flashes per 
second? High/low manual switch 


new Minolta! 



and two automatic settings Elect¬ 
ronically sets the XG-2 camera 
for correct sync, speed on auto¬ 
matic. Wide angle adaptor included 
The Minolta XG-2 
This new 35mm SLR is one of the 
lightest and most compact cameras 
yet seea Pre-set aperture automatic 
or manual controL Electro-control 
finder includes solid-state LED 
display of shutter speeds as they 
are set by the camera’s computer 
circuit, and flash-ready signal 
Unique touch-switch meter, too. 
Motor Drive G 

This efficient coreless auto winder 
reels in up to 150 or more 36 
exposure rolls; (that’s 5,400 photo¬ 
graph^ on four nicad penlight 
batteries. Instant film transport 
after each shot; or shoot contin¬ 
uously at two frames per second 
Attach it to the camera in seconds 
with a thumbscrew. 


Minolta 


CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 






N.I. PLAN IS ‘FREE ASSOCIATION’-U.N.A. 


THE UNITED NATIONS Association of 
Australia has congratulated the Aust¬ 
ralian Government on its decision to 
let Norfolk Island become substantially 
self-governing. 

But the Association will continue to 
regard Norfolk as one of its main pro¬ 
jects until democratic government has 
actually been introduced on the Island. 

(A 160-page report on Norfolk by 
the Association, saying that Australia's 
past policies toward the Island have 
been in flagrant violation of United 
Nations covenants and resolutions, was 
a major factor in awakening internation¬ 
al support for the Island and in shaping 
the Government's decision. 

(The report, unanimously endorsed 
by the Association's federal executive, 
said the people of Norfolk are entitled 
under U. N. rules to choose for them¬ 
selves the Island's future form of gov¬ 
ernment, rather than having the choice 
made by Australia.) 

In Australia last month UNAA offi¬ 
cials said they regard the new Govern¬ 
ment plan for Norfolk as being the 
equivalent of self-government in free 
association with Australia. 

"Free association" is one of three 


forms of government which UN Resolu¬ 
tion 1541(XV) says are acceptable for 
former colonies. The other two, 
which have attracted the support of 
only small minorities on Norfolk, are 
complete independence or complete 
integration into a larger country. 



UN 


While praising the Government's 
announcement on Norfolk's develop¬ 
ment toward self-government, the 
UNAA has privately expressed concern 
about some aspects of the decision. 
These include - 

• THE ECONOMIC STUDY of Nor¬ 


folk, planned for die second half of 
this year, should not be carried out * 
by the Government itself, but by an 
independent organisation.- 1 The struc¬ 
ture of the Island's economy Should 
not be looked at according to Can¬ 
berra principles of how a municipal¬ 
ity ought to function in Australia, but 
should be analysed by people who un¬ 
derstand the sociology of Pacific isl¬ 
ands and are sensitive to islanders' 
traditions and way of life. 

• NORFOLK'S CONSTITUTIONAL 
status has not been clearly defined 

in the Government’s plan, and should 
be set out precisely and permanently. 
The UNAA points out that while the 
Government announcement grants a 
substantial measure of independence 
to Norfolk, some future Australian 
Government might take a different 
view and want to Integrate the Island 
into Australia after all. This could 
be done unless the new legislation 
for Norfolk formally recognises and 
confers the right of local self-govern¬ 
ment. 

• CLARIFICATION IS ALSO needed 
on the Government's position that 
Norfolk will continue to be "part of 
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Australia". The UNAA feels that if 
the Island is to be regarded as a fully- 
democratic element in the Australian 
political system, it is entitled to 
elected representation in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament. If Norfolk is con¬ 
sidered to be part of Australia in the 
sense that Papua was, as Papua moved 
toward self-government. Parliamentary 
representation may not be necessary. 
The UNAA says this problem could be 
solved if the Government makes it 
clear that the forthcoming Norfolk 
Island Legislative Assembly would 
have the choice of whether or not the 
Island participates directly in Parlia¬ 
ment. 

• AN ACT OF FORMAL CONSENT by 
the people of Norfolk, before the 
Island’s new status is created by Aust¬ 
ralian legislation, is strongly recom¬ 
mended by the UNAA. The Associa¬ 
tion says that other member nations 
of the UN, and other countries and 
territories in the Pacific, are now 
concerned about Norfolk's develop¬ 
ment into self-government and will 
be following the situation with interest. 
If Australia regards die people of Nor¬ 
folk as being die beneficiaries of its 
new policies toward the Island, the 
UNAA recommends that it ought to be 
made clear that die beneficiaries 
approve and accept what is being done. 


N.Z. GROUP 
ACTS TOO 

THE UNITED NATIONS Association of 
New Zealand has taken a formal posi¬ 
tion of interest and concern in the de¬ 
velopment of self-government on Nor¬ 
folk, and has made representation on 
the subject to the New Zealand Gov¬ 
ernment. 

The UNANZ branch in die national 
capital, Wellington, last month pass¬ 
ed a resolution which was made public 
just prior to Australia's announcement 
of its new policies for Norfolk. 

The Wellington resolution said "That 
this meeting expresses its disquiet with 
regard to the situation on Norfolk Island, 
which is protesting against its proposed 
incorporation as an Australian territory, 
and,requests that the New Zealand Gov¬ 
ernment uphold the rights of Norfolk 
Islander* to determine their own future 
status in accord with accepted U.N. 
principles, and if an agreement can¬ 
not be reached, that the matter be 
refereed to the U.N." 

Copies of the resolution were sent 
to New Zealand's Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and to New Zealand and in¬ 
ternational press outlets. 

The Norfolk situation was also 


placed on the agenda for debate and 
action at the UNANZ's forthcoming 
annual conference. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs 
has since been briefed on the sub- 
i ject, and discussions have been held 
at various federal Government levels. 

The Acting President of the UNANZ. 
Prof. John Adcock, took personal 
charge of the New Zealand Associa¬ 
tion's efforts. 

Initially the Norfolk controversy 
was regarded as being a domestic 
Australian matter, in which New 
Zealand ought not to intrude. 

But examination of the facts of the 
situation, including a study of the 
report of the UN Association of Aust¬ 
ralia, quickly revealed the internation¬ 
al Issues involved. 

According to The News's sources in 
New Zealand, a leading official of 
the UNANZ said "If the UN principles 
on decolonisation and self-determina¬ 
tion mean anything, then New Zea¬ 
land, as one of the original nations 
which signed the UN Charter, has no 
choice about whether it is involved 
in the Norfolk situation or not. New 
Zealand is involved, and this will 
be quite obvious if the matter goes 
before the UN Decolonisation Com¬ 
mittee and then on up to the General 
Assembly." 
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ON 8TH MAY, 1978, Australia's Minuter for Home Affairs, 
Hon. R. J. Ellicott, Q. C., M. P., addressed the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Council on Norfolk Island. In his address, which was 
broadcast to the Island, he enunciated basic Australian Gov¬ 
ernment decisions concerning the future form of government 
of the Island. 

The Government's decisions ended 18 months of debate 
and tension on the Island and in Australia, following the 
most extensive inquiry ever made into Norfolk Island affairs 
— the 1975 Royal Commission and Report of Sir John Nimmo. 

The text of Mr. Ellicott's written address, which consti¬ 


tutes an Australian Government charter for the restoration of 
self-government on Norfolk Island, was a landmark in the 
Island's history of having been granted, having lost, and fin¬ 
ally regaining self-government. 

The historic address is reproduced here from the official 
text issued on the Island and disseminated by the Govern¬ 
ment in Australia. The title and 20 numbered sub-headings 
have been added, and paragraph commencements have been 
re-positioned in several places to facilitate the setting-out 
of the address in charter form. No alteration has been made 
in the official wording. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND CHARTER 
OF MAY 8th, 1978*. 

The Restoration of Self-Government 


1. PROLOGUE: DECISIONS 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN 


My purpose in coning to Norfolk 
Island and meeting with you today is 
to announce the decisions that the 
Government has taken on its policies 
foe Norfolk Island, to discuss those 
decisions with you and to begin a pro¬ 
cess of consultation on a number of 
matters arising from them. 

It has been made clear on many 
occasions that die views expressed by 
Members of the Council and residents 
of Norfolk Island would be presented to 
the Government for consideration. 

You may be assured that this has been 
done and that the Government has 
taken full account of those views in 
making its decisions. The Govern¬ 
ment has also agreed that further con¬ 
sultations are necessary before a num¬ 
ber of important aspects can be brought 
to finality and, in particular, before 
the necessary legislation is drafted. I 
have therefore returned to Norfolk Isl¬ 
and both to honour my previous under¬ 
taking to do so and also to take up 
with you a range of matters on which 
firm decisions will need to be made at 
a later date. 

May I say at the outset that - 


2. THE SPECIAL SITUATION 
OF NORFOLK ISLAND 


THE GOVERNMENT recognises the 
special situation of Norfolk Island, 
Including - { 
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3. THE PITCAIRNERS AND 
NORFOLK'S TRADITIONS 
A ND CULTURE 


the special relationship of the Pit¬ 
cairn descendants with the Island, its 
traditions and culture. 


4. SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR 
NORFOLK ISLAND 


It is prepared, over a period, to 
move towards a substantial measure erf 
self government for the Island. It is 
also of the view that, although Norfolk 
Island is part of Australia and will re¬ 
main so, this does not require Norfolk 
Island to be regulated by the same 
laws as regulate other parts of Australia. 


5. AUSTRALIAN LAWS NOT 
TO APPLY EXCEPT BY 
SPECIAL PROVISION 


One of the main recommendations 
of the Report of Sir John Nimmo on 
Norfolk Island was that, except in 
special cases, all laws which applied 
to other parts of Australia generally 
should also apply to Norfolk Island. 
Having considered all relevant matters 
the Government has decided not to 
accept this recommendation but to 
allow the present situation to continue 
under which laws of the Australian 
Parliament only apply to this Island 
if special provision is made in the 
particular law. 
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6. AN ELECTED, SELF- 
SUPPORTING GOVERN - 
MENT OF THE ISLAND 


A matter of considerable concern 
to the Government has been whether 
it should now extend Australian taxa¬ 
tion and Australian social service bene¬ 
fits to the Island. The Government 
has decided not to do so. This issue 
has created much debate and there 
have been strong arguments put for 
and against. It has not been an easy 
matter to decide. The Government 
believes, however, that the wise 
course is to see whether there can be 
developed for the Island an appro¬ 
priate form of government involving 
its elected representatives under 
which the revenue necessary to sustain 
that government will be raised internal¬ 
ly under its own system of laws. 


7. BENEFIT PAYMENTS 
SHOULD BE A RIGHT 


One matter which I discussed with 
the Council on my last visit was 
whether social service benefits should 
be available to citizens as of right or 
by grace and favour. The Government 
believes that social service benefits 
appropriate to the conditions of the 
Island should be provided as of right. 

My understanding is that the Council 
does not disagree with this. The Gov¬ 
ernment does not, however, believe 
that the services provided should necess¬ 
arily be the same or at the same level 



as those available on the mainland. 
For instance, they need not include 
unemployment benefits. 


8. THE NEED FOR 

ECONOMIC INFORMATION 


The Government believes that in 
order to make decisions about such 
matters as the Island's revenue potent 
ial and the nature and level of social 
welfare benefits it is necessary to 
have much more information than is 
presently available on the economic 
strengths, weaknesses and potential of 
the Norfolk Island economy. It there¬ 
fore proposes that there be set in train 
at an early date an economic feasibil¬ 
ity study. The purpose of this study 
will be to assess the capacity of the 
Island's economy including, but not 
limited to, the amount of income de¬ 
rived by residents of the Island (includ¬ 
ing companies), the likely effect of 
various levels of income tax on the 
economy, the cost of living, appro¬ 
priate levels for social service bene¬ 
fits and the likely effect of other forms 
of tax (e. g. stamp duty). The Gov¬ 
ernment would hope that such a study 
could be completed within six months. 

I would like to discuss with the Coun¬ 
cil while I am here the procedures 
under which this study might be im¬ 
plemented to ensure its effectiveness. 

When the results of this study are 
known, appropriate social service 
benefits and their levels could be 
determined in consultation with die 
Norfolk Island Council in the light of 
that study. Another matter that could 
be determined in consultation with 
the Council in the light of that study 
is the actual source of any additional 
revenue needed to meet die cost of 
the new constitutional and adminis¬ 
trative arrangements which the Gov¬ 
ernment proposes including, of course, 
the cost of introducing a scheme for 
social service benefits. The Govern¬ 
ment's view, as I have indicated, is 
that any such additional expenditure 
should, if; practicable, be met from 
sources on Norfolk Island. The Com¬ 
monwealth Government would, how¬ 
ever, meet the cost of maintaining 
the Administrator and his staff. 


9. POWER TO PASS LAWS 


I now come to constitutional ques¬ 
tions and, in particular, to the na¬ 
ture of the constitutional arrange¬ 
ments which die Government proposes 
for the Island. 

The Government has decided, as 
recommended by the Nimmo Report, 
that the present Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil will be abolished. Instead, it 


proposes that there be an incorporated 
body to be known as — 

the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly, 

with power to pass laws for the-peaee, 
order and good government of Norfolk 
Island. 

The Government accepts the follow¬ 
ing further recommendations of Sir 
John Nimmo relating to the Assembly: - 
(a), that the Assembly consist of nine 
elected members holding office for 
three years; (b) that a President and 
Deputy President be elected by the . 
Assembly from among its members; 

(c) that each Assembly member ex¬ 
ercise a deliberative vote and that 
the President or Deputy President ex¬ 
ercise a casting vote when necessary; 

(d) that a quorum for a meeting of 
die Assembly be five members. The 
Government has in mind that the 
Assembly should be in operation no 
later than 1 July 1979. 


10. THE INITIAL RANGE OF 
THE ASSEMBLY’S 
LEGISLATIVE AND 
EXECUTIVE POWERS 


The Government has also carefully 
considered the specific powers over 
which the Legislative Assembly should 
in the first instance have complete 
legislative power and executive con¬ 
trol. It agrees, in substance, with 
the list of powers recoqunended by 
Sir John Nimmo, with the addition 
of education. The Government pro¬ 
poses that die Assembly have com¬ 
plete legislative power and execu¬ 
tive control over these matters, sub¬ 
ject to a right of veto by the Ad¬ 
ministrator in respect of education, 
immigration, customs services and 
fishing, in view of their particular 
sensitivity and national importance. 
The full list of powers to be granted 
at the outset would therefore be as in 
the attachment to this statement. 


11. POWER TO BORROW 


The Assembly would have major 
financial powers. It would take over 
those operations at present yielding 
revenue to the Administration other 
than in areas where die Commonwealth 
retains responsibility, and it would 
have power to borrow subject to the 
approval of the Treasurer. 


12. ADVISORY POWERS 


In addition to its other powers, it 
would also have a broad advisory cap¬ 
acity. It would have the capacity to 
advise the Administrator on any mat¬ 
ter relating to Norfolk Island over 


which the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment has power. As recommended by 
Sir John Nimmo, continuing liaison 
would be maintained between the Ad¬ 
ministrator and the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly. 


13. INCREASED POWERS TO 
BE CONSIDERED NOT 
LATER THAN FIVE 
YEARS AFTERWARD 


I would emphasise that the Gov¬ 
ernment believes that if the measures 
I have outlined are taken they will be 
a major step towards a form of self 
government for the Island. Considera¬ 
tion will be given to increasing the 
areas of die Assembly's legislative 
• power and executive responsibilities 
no later than five years after its in¬ 
corporation. 


14. NO PARLIAMENTARY 
REPRESENTATION 
FOR THE PRESENT 


1 now come to certain other specific 
matters, that have an importance of 
their own. 

The question of die possible repre¬ 
sentation of Norfolk Island in the 
Commonwealth Parliament has proved 
to be a very difficult one. The Gov¬ 
ernment believes that no decisions 
be taken on this matter until after 
consultations have been held with the 
Legislative Assembly. 

15. SALES TAX AND 
WORKERS 
COMPENSATION 


Concern has also been expressed 
regarding die likely effect on the tour¬ 
ist industry of possible imposition of 
Australian sales tax on Australian 
manufactures; destined for Norfolk 
Island. It has been decided that, 
as recommended by Sir John Nimmo, 
such manufactures shall continue to 
be exempt from sales tax. 

It has also been decided that Com¬ 
monwealth legislation with regard 
to workers' compensation should not 
be extended to Norfolk Island, pro¬ 
vided that an all-embracing accident 
Insurance scheme satisfactory to the 
Government and the Norfolk bland 
‘Council or Legislative Assembly is 
implemented. 

16. ZONING AND LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
BY NORFOLK ORDINANCE 


As regards zoning and land develop¬ 
ment, the Government is of the view 
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that steps should be taken within twelve 
months to finalise and adopt by Ordin¬ 
ance a suitable plan for the Island, 
with consideration being given to the 
declaration of an appropriate area 
around Mt Pitt as a National Park and 
to die declaration of appropriate areas 
on Norfolk and Phillip Islands as part 
of the National Estate. These steps 
would be taken in full consultation 
with the Norfolk Island Council or 
Legislative Assembly. 


17. AIRPORT ; MAINTENANCE 
AND IMPROVEMENT ARE 
AUSTRALIAN.TASKS 


The Government is aware of the 
need for adequate communications 
with Norfolk Island and, in particular, 
the problem of the maintenance and 
upgrading of services at the Norfolk 
Island airport. These matters are 
within the Ministerial responsibilities 
of my colleague, the Minister for 
Transport, and he has advised that he 
expects to bring forward recommenda¬ 
tions before die end of this year. 


18. CONSULTATION BEFORE 
THE ISLAND’S NEW 
CONSTITUTION IS 
DRAFTED FOR LAW 


It is obvious that the precise con¬ 
stitutional provisions to give effect 
to the Government’s proposals will 
need careful consideration. The Gov¬ 
ernment has authorised me to discuss 
these provisions and the other matters 
I have mentioned such as financial 
arrangements with the Norfolk Island 
Council and I am to report back to 
Cabinet before any instructions are 
given for final drafting. As I indi¬ 
cated at the outset, part of die rea¬ 
son for my visit is to begin this pro¬ 
cess of consultation. 


19. NO REFERENDUM WILL 
BE HELD ON THE 
DECISIONS ANNOUNCED 


There are, of course, many recom¬ 
mendations in the Nimmo Report. In 
this statement I have dealt with those 
which are basic. Those which I have 
not mentioned will be the subject of 
discussion, decision and announcement 
at a later time. 

The Government has also considered 
the proposals that have been made for 
a referendum. It has already received 
a wide expression of views from the 
Council and the community. In reach¬ 
ing its decisions it has taken those views 
fully into account. 


In all the circumstances and having 
regard to the decisions it has made, 
the Government has decided that a 
referendum should not be held. 


20. THE OBJECTIVE: 
RESPONSIBLE SELF- 
GOVERNMENT FOR 
NORFOLK ISLAND 


The Government's decisions have 
been made after a careful balancing 


of-the many factors and varying 
points of view involved. Its object¬ 
ive has been to provide for the de¬ 
velopment of a responsible form of 
self government for Norfolk Island. 

A number of decisions have been 
taken, but within them there re¬ 
mains scope for further consultation 
and collaboration with die Norfolk 
Island community and its elected 
representatives. I would hope to see 
that consultation and collaboration 
commence immediately. 


ATTACHMENT 


POWERS OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


In die first instance, legislative and 
executive powers to be granted to the 
Assembly in respect of the following 
matters:- 

roads, footpaths and bridges; 
drainage; 

sewerage and sanitation; 

disposal of garbage and trade waste; 

recreation areas; 

pasturage on commons; 

livestock; 

pounds; 

pests and noxious weeds 
cemeteries; 
guest houses; 
electricity supply; 
water supply; 
ligiterage; 

places of public entertainment; 
promotion of tourism; 

(minibuses and taxis; 
sale and distribution of foodstuffs 
and beverages; 

repair or demolition of dangerous 
buildings; 

new buildings and the alteration of 
buildings; 

advertising hoardings; 
fires and prevention of fires; 
road traffic; 
street lifting; 
prevention and suppression ot 
nuisances; 
trading hours; 
street stalls-, 

raising revenue for the Assembly’s 
budget; 

coastlines, foreshores, wharves 
and jetties; 


+ fishing; 

slaughtering of stock; 
domestic animals and birds; 
storage of petroleum products; 
firearms-, 

museums, memorials and libraries; 
motor vehicles and road traffic; 
forestry and related activities; 
radio and television; 
noxious trades; 
markets and weighbridges; 
carters and hawkers; 
quarrying; 

maintenance of rolls; 
telephone services; 
postal services; 

+ education; 

+ customs services; 

philatelic activities; 

+ immigration, with a right of appeal 
to the Minister by any person ag- 
grieved; 

registration (births, deaths, marriages, 
companies, motor vehicles, dogs, ' 
etc.) which are at present handled 
by the Administration; 
internal audit; 

the undertaking of business activities 
and contracts with respect to any 
of the matters specified above. 

+ Subject to veto by the Administrator. 

The Assembly would also have power 
to borrow money subject to the appro- 
, val of the Treasurer. 

Consideration to be given to increas¬ 
ing the areas of the Assembly’s powers 
no later than five years after its incor¬ 
poration. 
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PITCAIRN SOCIETY'S RESPONSE TO AUSTRALIA'S NEW POLICY TOWARD NORFOLK: 


‘A SOUND BASIS - WITH SOME CHANGE’ 


THE SOCIETY of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers responded to the an¬ 
nouncement of new Government pol¬ 
icies for Norfolk on May 8th with a 
16-point commentary, made avail¬ 
able to the Norfolk Island Council 
hours after the announcement had 
been made. 

The full text of the Society’s pap¬ 
er follows. 


1. We express appreciation to the 
Minister and to the Australian Cab¬ 
inet for the effort which has plainly 
been given by them to develop an 
initial set of proposals for the devel¬ 
opment of self-government on Nor¬ 
folk Island. We believe the Minis¬ 
ter's statement provides a construc¬ 
tive and sound basis for consultation 
and for the regaining of self-govern¬ 
ment on the Island. 

2. We ask that an effort be made 
to have as much of this process of 
consultation as possible be held in 
public. Closed meetings should be 
limited to matters Involving particu¬ 
lar individuals, or matters of finance 
which might require secrecy. 

3. We believe it is essential that. 
Australian draft legislation for im¬ 
plementing changes to Norfolk's 
government should be reviewed by 
Council before being tabled in Parlia¬ 
ment, and Council's comments on 
that draft legislation should be given 
heavy weigjht. Strong and reasonable 
objections raised by Council, if there 
are any, should be considered ade¬ 
quate grounds for re-drafting. 

ethnically distinct 

4. We note and welcome the Gov¬ 
ernment's recognition that Norfolk 
Island has a distinct culture. We 
would like the Government to alto 
recognise the fact that the population 
of Norfolk is alto distinct ethnically. 

5. The Minister's statement refers 
to the "special relationship of the 
Pitcairn descendants with the Island" 
but does not specify what this is. 

We believe it is essential that the 
right of return to Norfolk Island should 
be vested, by law, in all Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants whose parents or grandpar¬ 
ents resided on Norfolk. Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is our homeland. We have no 
other. Our position should be stated 
by law. 

6. We believe the phrase that Nor¬ 


folk Island is "part of Australia" has 
been used often in a way that seems 
to imply some clear meaning, but 
the meaning is not specified. We 
believe it should be clearly under¬ 
stood and accepted that Australia 
does not own Norfolk Island, as Nor¬ 
folk has never been ceded to Aust¬ 
ralia by England. We believe it 
should be accepted that Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is a Territory under ihe author¬ 
ity of Australia, and is not merely a 
particular district of Australia. 

As a matter of commercial im¬ 
portance to the Island's tourist indus¬ 
try we believe that it should be made 
clear that Norfolk has a legal position 
permitting it to have franchise agree¬ 
ments with overseas manufacturers 
which are outside of, and independ¬ 
ent of, franchise agreements that 
such manufacturers may have in 
mainland Australia. 

Assenbly should agree 

7. We fully support the principle 
that Australian laws should not extend 
to Norfolk unless specifically stated 
to do so. We believe it it important 

. that it be re-stated and accepted that 
any such legislation should be con¬ 
sidered by die Assembly prior to the 
legislation taking effect on Norfolk. 

8. As to the future system of Isl¬ 
and social service benefits, we be¬ 
lieve these should, as proposed, be 
a matter of right; but we believe 
that such benefits must be determin¬ 
ed by the Assembly, with consulta¬ 
tion from Australia, rather than be¬ 
ing determined by Australia. If 
Norfolk is to raise its own revenues 
and be self-reliant financially, it 
must have control over public spend¬ 
ing, and not be subject to Austral¬ 
ian direction concerning public 
spending. 

Independent study 

9. We support the preparation of 
an economic study of Norfolk, and 
wish to urge most strongly the follow¬ 
ing aspects of such a study: 

a) It should be conducted by 
an independent, non-Gov¬ 
ernmental body. 

b) The basic data gathered in 
the study (concerning such mat¬ 
ters as individual incomes, 
business profitability, etc.) 
should be absolutely confiden¬ 


tial to the firm making the 
study, and must not be avail¬ 
able to Australia or the Ad-* 
ministrator or the Assembly. 

c) The report of die study 
should be made to the Govern¬ 
ment and to the Council at the 
same time. 

d) The matters to be examin¬ 
ed in die study should be de¬ 
termined in consultation with 
Council, and not solely by the 
Government. 

e) Subjects that should be in¬ 
cluded in the study should be, 
amongst others, 

- The economic structure of 
the Island's tourist industry 

- The structure and efficiency 
of the present Administra¬ 
tion organisation 

- The nature and degree of 
apparent need on Norfolk 
for social welfare benefit 
payments 

f) If any analysis of possible 
taxadon revenues, the income 
tax collected from Norfolk Isl¬ 
and companies (such as Burns 
Philp, South Pacific Hotel, etc) 
should become part of Norfolk 
revenue, not Australian reven¬ 
ue. 

Assembly powers 

10. The list of powers proposed for 
the Assembly should be re-examined, 
and in our belief should be expanded 
to include the following: 

a) Police and judiciary. These 
are presumably to be financed 
from Island-based revenues, 

and should therefore be controll- 
ed-by the Assembly. 

b) Hospital and public health. 
We believe the hospital has 
functioned well for a long time 
under the direction of a locally-' 
elected Hospital Board: We are 
unaware of any serious justifi¬ 
cation for removing this local 
control, which has a long his¬ 
tory. 

c) Policies concerning reserves 
and Crown Lease lands. 

d) All accommodation facil¬ 
ities - that is, hotels and board¬ 
ing houses and flats, as well as 
guest houses. 

e) Authority to determine Nor¬ 
folk Island participation in 
South Pacific regional activit- 
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ies such as South Pacific Con¬ 
ferences. 

(We wish t«j jaijtke. it cleatth/at 
we do net beUevtf fijit Ijie.Assem¬ 
bly should undertake any Foreign 
Affairs responsibilities, however.) 

f) Laud-registration. 

g) We believe'the Assembly 
short dhave-the authority to call 
a referendum on any matters 
concerning the peace, order and 
good government of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 

Administrator's role 

U. We are concerned by the power 
of veto proposed to be conferred on the 
Administrator. We believe any such 
veto should be accompanied by a clear 
reason or reasons for the veto; and if 
the vetoed matter is re-passed by die 
Assembly, the matters should go to 
the Minister fa a decision, and his 
decision should be accompanied by 
a clear commentary on the reasons 
for the decision made. 

12. We recommend that the title 
’’Administrator" be replaced by some 
other title. It will be misleading, as 
the representative of the Australian 
Government will not be administering 
Norfplk Island. 

13. We support the proposed right 


of the Assembly to borrow, with ap¬ 
proval of the Treasurer. We believe 
this is well suited to the fact that 
Norfolk Island wishes to be financial¬ 
ly self-reliant. 

Norfolk Island wants 
self-govemaent 

14. Page six of the Minister's 
statement refers to die proposed ar¬ 
rangements as being "a major step 
towards a form of self-government 
fa the Island”. We believe it is im¬ 
portant that it be recognised and 
stated that Norfolk Island wishes self- 
government, and that it is die ob¬ 
jective of the Australian Government 

as well as die Island to continue de¬ 
veloping toward local self-govern¬ 
ment until it is fully achieved. 

15. As to the inclusion of certain 
areas in the Australian National Es¬ 
tate, we see no reason why this should 
not be considered, but feel most 
strongly that no such action should be 
taken without Assembly endorsement. 
We also feel that the local Norfolk 
Island Government, rather than any 
Commonwealth Departments, should 
have the implementing authority on 
National Estate matters, in a way 
comparable to the authority exercised 
on these matters in mainland Aust¬ 
ralia by the States. 



16. We believe the Government's 
decision that there should be no refer¬ 
endum is a fundamental mistake. We 
believe the proposals that have been 
put forth, together with such changes 
as are asked fa in this paper, will 
probably be acceptable to the great 
majaity of Island electors. 

However there has been divisive- 
ness created by the Nimmo Report, 
and we believe this divisiveness can 
only be resolved by the holding a 
secret ballot, so that it will be clear 
that the decisions about Norfolk's 
future have beep made in accad- 
ance with the popular will, rather 
than accading to which group was 
able to shout die loudest. 

We alsp believe that it is in the 
interest of Australia as well as Nor¬ 
folk Island that the authaisation for 
our future fam of government be 
seen to come from the people of the 
Island, rather than from a Canberra- 
1 based process. A referendum, in 
our view, will provide at last the 
proper democratic foundation for 
the system by which Norfolk Island 
is governed. 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 

NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor’s Road. It's worth looking for us, 
because we have 1,000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you'll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it’s a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS — NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE. CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATED 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS GLASSWARE -- 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

sunt 


mmm 

Ccme taste nice free samples 


ISLAM) 

HAND¬ 

BOOK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 

» fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... corn on the cob.. baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 

style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana and _ 

1 passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a smalV^^^jiig^yaSiiBr^fly 
7 restaurant with a beautiful view -^Ssfr-' J 

— n across the valley to Mt. Pitt '' — 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 




Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, vea! or fish, and 
-y choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
r and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets ber^-V£-7=j 


JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
flJjsg&B* UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
jjr FROM THE POST OFFICE 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2186 
















PRESENT FOR YOUR 



INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 


OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 



Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE• EMERALD RINGS 


ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm- :- 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 60 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
209L or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ;Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Fri day 1-4. 

STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN.BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30. and2pm-6,30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 

. 8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z : Bumt Pine office 
loperi 9-5 weekdays. &-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri. 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


d£ a t ffijjiy jHread%)?ith ^Joy and 
jUVink'QThy ffi)ine with^&ferry^c-, " 





jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM B*ACELFTS AND CHARMS 



© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
HOSPTAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLONS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

"'TRADING POST 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


nDCkl 7 fTAVO 7 on n (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN l DAYS — /•Oil am to 3 pm only from 9 am to 7 prti-- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. . olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




The World’s Premier 



Electronic SLR 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 


For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 155A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera all the way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approach to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


MILTONS 


Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 





SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing 


fr 
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Norfolk Island 


NOTABLE JUNE DATES IN NORFOLK HISTORY 


Settlement" prison colony was established. 

June 8th, 1856; The 194 Pitcairn Island people arrived 
aboard die "Morayshire" to take possession of their new 
homeland. 


June 24th, 1856; Queen Victoria made an Order in 
Council declaring Norfolk to be a separate and distinct 
colony for the Pitcairners, and proclaimed Rules and 
Regulations for the Governor, requiring him to grant 
land and make laws only in keeping with the Pitcairn¬ 
ers’ past customs and self-government.' 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


• Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Film; (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Cdants Din (G) 


■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00i)'-‘ 


■Church services 
■ Museum open (Ml -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (BSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
HFilm (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■ Film (MRT8 00) 


26 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


a great name in photography 




CALENDAR JUNE 


THUR 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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PUBLIC HOLIDAY 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 


■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open nigbt (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
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■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 
The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. .. 

N 



LOCATIONS 


15 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.0Q) 


16 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
•Film (MRT8.00) 
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■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
»Film (MRT8. 00) 


22 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
•Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
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■ Film (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 


■Open nigbt (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■Housie (LC> 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
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•Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


AG FA o n WSSESi CAMERALINES 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -AU Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Resfr't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -Sou* Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


1 
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Artistic Revelation. 



What's - the big drawback of every 
other SLR camera ever made? 

When the mirror goes up, and the 
shutter opens, the light sensors go 
dead. Leaving you to shoot blind 
If the bght suddenly changes during 
the exposure, your pictures are ruined 
It doesn't happen often. That is, 
if you don't shoot fast motor drive 
or Hash. But it does limit your 
photographic performance in ways 
you have probably come to take 
for granted 


AK 


At" Olympus, we 

the answer and put it into the 
TTL Direct Light Measuring is the 
world's first and only central exposure 
control system. It uses light sensors 



that read the light directly reaching 
the film, during the exposure, in any 
light conditions you 
care to imagine. 


camera—meaning you can use bounce 
flash, diffused flash or any other kind 
of flash at any aperture, and always 
get automatically perfect exposures. 

There's a lot more to TTL Direct 
Light Measuring, and a great lot more 
to the OM-2 and the OM System. 

It amounts to a revolution 
in technology, and a 
revelation in creativity. 


you shoot a fast motor drive 
sequence, it gets the exposure right 
for every individual frame, even if it 
has to suddenly switch from 1/1000 
sec. to several seconds. 

With the Olympus Quick Auto 310, 
it makes possible TTL Centralized 
Control Hash, where the flash emission 
is regulated electronically by the 


-C AM ER ALINES 

THE I‘SLANT'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 



HISTORY 

The "I slanders” — a 
colourful history and 
a promise never kept 

THE PITCAIRN RACE was started by 
nineteen Tahitians and nine British 
sailors who had mutinied against 
Capt. Bligh. Later three other 
Englishmen, Nobbs, Buffett and 
Evans, married into the commun¬ 
ity. 

The mutineers were above-average 
British seamen. The’’Bounty” voy¬ 
age was well-known beforehand, 
and Bligh was able to select the 
crew from a large number of men 
who applied. 

Before the first Pitcairn genera¬ 
tion reached the age of ten, all of 
the island's men but John Adams were 
dead. The influences that shaped 
the children's outlook on life there¬ 
fore were mostly the customs, tra¬ 
ditions and attitudes of the Tahitian 
women - plus the bible teaching of 
John Adams. 

In isolation, the Pitcairn commun¬ 
ity grew and developed its own dis¬ 
tinct character. It was a simple, 
island life with practically none of 
the "civilised" ways of the large 
cities of the world. 

Pitcairn was in some ways an 
ideal small democracy. It was the 
first place in the British Empire to 
have women's suffrage, and the 
first place in the Empire to have 
compulsory education for children 
written into its laws. As the rest 
of the world, England in particular, 
learned about Pitcairn and what had 
developed there, the island became 
a legend and was regarded with very 
great affection and interest. Lead¬ 
ing people in England "took up” Pit¬ 
cairn as a personal interest and 
cause - and the influence of these 
people (combined with a lot of pub¬ 
lic and press interest and curiosity) 
was what led die Queen and the Brit¬ 
ish Government to offer Norfolk 
Island to the Pitcairners. 


Norfolk Island was of no use to 
England. It had been abandoned 
once before, from 1814 to 1825, when 
it lay vacant and of no worth to any¬ 
one. When England decided to aban¬ 
don it again about 1850, the Island 
had good stone buildings, mills, roads, 
wells and other improvements - but 
there was no plan of keeping the Isl¬ 
and going as a community of any kind. 
Bishop Selwyn of New Zealand had the 
idea that Norfolk would make a fine 


place for a Melanesian Mission school, 
and he worked very busily to see if he 
could secure the Island fot Ihis piii'H ^ 
pose. Apart from him, there seemed 
to be no one who felt Norfolk was 
worth anything. The idea of offer¬ 
ing it to the Pi tcairners caught on, 
and was carried out. 

The Pitcairners had asked whether 
Norfolk might be available, and 
were interested in it, as one of var¬ 
ious possibilities that might give 
them a more spacious place than 
Pitcairn. They were concerned 
about outgrowing Pitcairn some 
day, and occasional droughts and 
crop failures increased their con¬ 
cern. But their attitudes about mov¬ 
ing to some larger island were cau¬ 
tious. They had been moved to Ta¬ 
hiti by the British Government in 
1831, but they were shocked by the 
morals and fell ill with diseases 
they had not known, and after eight 
months they returned to Pitcairn. 

They vowed they would never make 
that kind of mistake again. When 
Norfolk was offered to them there 
was serious argument in the commun¬ 
ity as to whether they should accept 
the offer or not - even though they 
had themselves asked if Norfolk 
might be available. When the 
"Morayshire” was sent to carry them 
to Norfolk, the British Government 
did not know for certain whether 
they would actually be willing to 
go. Lt. Gregorie, who was the Gov¬ 
ernment Agent on the voyage, was 
given detailed instructions about 
the terms and conditions of the offer, 
which he laid out before the Pitcairn¬ 
ers. They considered the offer very 
carefully, and decided to accept it. 

The terms and conditions were 
described precisely to the British 
Government by Governor Denison 
of N. S. W., who had been given 
the responsibility for planning the 
details of the move and seeing that 
it was properly carried out. The 
Government examined the terms 
and conditions and approved them, 
and on June 24th, 1856, Norfolk 
Island was made a separate and dis¬ 
tinct British settlement, to be Occu¬ 
pied fully by the Pitcairners, govern¬ 
ed by laws of their making, and di¬ 
vided up amongst them to own out¬ 
right in whatever way they decided. 


So the Pitcairn race, given Nor¬ 
folk Island as a separate British col¬ 
ony, held the Island and built it in¬ 
to a free community. Occasionally 
representatives of the British Gov¬ 
ernment called on them to see how 
they were doing. Some of them, 
including Gov. Denison, took it on 


themselves to impose regulations 
and restrictions oil the people of Nor¬ 
folk. These were probably Illegally 
imposed, but the unsophisticated Pit¬ 
cairners were unable to find any way 
to object successfully to edicts made 
by men with the title of Governor. 
The only practical means of objec¬ 
tion was a hard one, taken by two 
family groups; they quit Norfolk and 
returned to Pitcairn. 

The most severe abuse of the 
Islanders’ right to govern them - 
selves occurred in 1896. The Gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk Island (also the 
Governor of N. S. W.) made an 
edict cancelling all the Norfolk 
Island laws and proclaiming a new 
set of laws, and then appointed an 
outside Chief Magistrate. Govern¬ 
or Viscount Hampden took this 
step with the knowledge of the Sec¬ 
retary of State for the Colonies, 
but it appears to have been illegal 
all the same: not even the Secre¬ 
tary of State had the power to alter 
the Rules and Regulations, restrict¬ 
ing the Governor's authority, which 
Queen Victoria had made in 1866. 

Viscount Hampden apparently 
persuaded the Secretary of State 
that Norfolk Island and its commun¬ 
ity were in a bad state of affairs, 
requiring government from outside. 
The reports of Norfolk Island on 
which this idea was based appear 
to have been inaccurate and un¬ 
fair. There is good evidence that 
the Island was being run quite well 
by the Islanders, that their conduct 
and morals were not deserving of 
any serious criticism, and that 
their industry and good citizenship 
were well suited to Norfolk Island. 

But the British Government appears 
to have accepted Viscount Hampden's 
bad reports all the same, and an im¬ 
perial order placed before Queen 
Victoria, placing Norfolk Island un¬ 
der the full power of the Governor 
of N. S. W., was signed by Her Maj - 
esty in 1897. In this way, because 
of mis-representations made by the 
Governor, the Island lost the right 
of self-government that the Island¬ 
ers and their ancestors had bad for 
over 100 years on Pitcairn and then 
on Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island nevertheless con¬ 
tinued to be a separate and distinct 
British colony until 1914, when it 
became a territory wholly adminis¬ 
tered by Australia. It has been gov¬ 
erned as a colony of Australia since 
then. The Island’s laws are made 
by Australia, and the people of the 
Island have no right to vote, except 
for representation on the local Coun¬ 
cil, which has only advisory power. 







What an expert says about the Crock-Rof 


44lhere are 
several reasons 
why I think the 

Crock-Rot is the m W 
best slow cooker 
there is. 

First of all, it 
has a wrap-around 

heating element which circles 
the cooking bowl to give a slow, 
steady heat So meals cook gently 
and evenly to keep food looking as 
good as it will taste. Next there is 
the Crock-Pot's direct temperature 
control, which gives constant heat.,. 

Jge secret of good, slow cooking. 
JSifthe finish of the cooking bowl 
Is important It has a marvellous 
rich glaze which makes it an 
attractive serving dish to take to 
the table, and it's so easy to 
clean. When you choose a Crock-Pot 
slow cooker you discover for youfself 
how wonderful food can taste.®# a v a 


slow cooker 


PETE’S PLACE 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN AUCKLAND ; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7327 9 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND: 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 






TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30. 8. 00.12. 30. 1. 00. 2. 00. 2. 30, 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOdAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00. 1.05 

10.45 Top of Pops 
ill.30 The Goods 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 Just a minute 

10«05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 

12.05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 News. C&W Show 
9.00 Top Pops 

10. 00 Live Concert 

TUESDAY 

9.15 Much less a slave 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


7.06 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Yours Vera Lynn 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Stop messing about 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of month) 

Ji.I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of books 
10. 05 The High Hand 

10.45 Morning serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs Pmg. 

I. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2.00 Radio Australia relay 
7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7.05 Evening of li#it clas¬ 
sical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 I'm sony I'll read 
that again 

10.06 BBC Rock Line (music) 

10.45 Morning serial 

II. 00 Stevie Wonder profile 
12.05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. progr. 

2. 00 Radio Australia relay 
7.00 Program surrounded 

by fine music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news • 


. 00 Local news 
■12.15 Swop Shop ' 
il. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
6.00 Young Mood 
7.05 Morecombe & Wise 

7.30 Movin'Music 

8.00 Dr. Findlay'# Case 
Book 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Up Country 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 
12. 30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5.00 Vibes to do it by 

7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Elevefi Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




me 

'l Your favourite cocktails 
"fine cellar of imported wines 




me 

ROOK 
A LA CARTE 

mm 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 





SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-Fri-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 


GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 


;A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 



ABC + ABCiABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC^B^+ABC + A BC + ABC + ABC 



Point'll Shoot. 
OnlybyVmtar. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar narrie has been a 
FROM $39. mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses. Filters. And electrpnic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’n Shoot camera. 


MILTONS N DUTYFREE C (Sn P TRE E 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC- 



Proud's ; "Omega watches”. 


BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

International Duty-Free : "Records 
and cassettes - we've just received 
a large shipment of new stock, at 
prices well below mainland. " 

■ 

Prentice's; "Citizen watches." 

■ 

Milton's; "The Seiko calculator 
watch for only $199. We've also 
just received a wider range of child¬ 
ren's clothing - 'Nataly's'' direct 
from Paris, mostly $5 - $20." 


Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 


Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "Chinon sound movie 
Kits - a 100SXL or 256SXL sound 


camera and a 6100 sound projector 
- you can save up to $84 on our 
already low Norfolk price. " 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 



ACROSS 

I. Single 
5. Spring 

8. Vegetation 

9. Notoff 

10. Animal 

II. Sin 

13. Fruit 

14. Reputed to be 
plain 

16. Related to camel 

18. Not any 

19. Allows 

21. Measure 

22. Historic road 




DOWN 

1. Ruin at Kingston 

2. Kingfisher 

3. Island delicacy 

4. Sesame 

6. River in Maryland 

6. Alternatively 

7. Tropical palm 
12. Girl's name 

16. Taking place of 

17. Town on Bay of Fundy 
20. Plant 


lEUaOb! □ 
Qpiaaawra 
E2BCB □ Qfi 
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Changing the world's 
standaraof accuracy. 

TheSeikoQuartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILT NS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 








LABOR STILL 
FOR NIMMO 

A FUTURE LABOR Government in 
Australia could reverse the May 8th 
decision that Norfolk is entitled to 
self-government. 

Minister R. J. Ellicott suggested 
this possibility in a conversation at 
Norfolk Island airport shortly before 
his departure on May 9th. 

Asked how secure the Island’s 
self-government would be if a new 
Minister takes over Home Affairs in 
the future, Mr. Ellicott said he 
thought the people of Norfolk could 
have a feeling of reassurance "as 
long as we are in power”. But he 
said he did not know what might 
happen under a different Govern¬ 
ment. 

On May 11th the Labor Member 
of Parliament for the Melbourne 
electorate (Mr. Innes) attacked the 
Government’s new Norfolk Island 
policies in the House of Representat¬ 
ives. 

"The Opposition is hi$ily critical 
of the delay in implementing the 
recommendations of the Royal Com¬ 
mission which was headed by Mr. 
Justice Nimmo," Mr. Innes said. 

During the 17 months since the 
Nimmo Report had been presented, 
he said, " the wealthy tax dodgers 
and exploiters and some of the para¬ 
sites have continued to enjoy a bon¬ 
anza at the expense of the Austral¬ 
ian taxpayers and the indigenous 
people on the Island." 

The Nimmo Report, Mr. Innes 
said, "would go a long way towards 
setting people on the road to proper 
self-determination as part of Aust¬ 
ralia, sharing the responsibilities 
and also reaping the benefits of be¬ 
ing part of our great country." 

"The report of Sir John Nimmo 


was an excellent one, " he said. 

"It is to the credit of the learned 
judge. He applied himself and 
carried out the investigation that 
produced such a fine result. The 
principle contained in the report that 
has not been implemented by virtue 
of die statement (Mr. Ellicott’s an¬ 
nouncement - Ed.) is that the plight 
of the people of Pitcairn Island - 
less than half the population, those 
who are genuine Pitcairners - those 
on the lower spoke of fortune’s 
wheel has been completely ignored. 
The Government’s policy outlined 
in the statement comet down heavily 
on the side of the exploiters." 

Mr. Innes said the Government's 
announcement on Norfolk "is heavily 
biased on the side of the wealthy and 
those with vestedJmerests on die Island. 
It allows die continued exploitation 
of those people who are properly the 
descendants of the Pitcairn Islanders. 
-They have been exploited in more 
ways than one. They have been kidd¬ 
ed into selling their property for a 
song. Now that the landholdings 
have been subdivided they are that 
expensive that the people in that 
situation cannot buy them at all." 

Mr. Innes said the Labor Party 
thought a referendum on Norfolk 
would be "farcical" and said that 
self-determination "means very, 
very little in many respects". 

Mr. Gordon Bryant, who had been 
Minister rerponsible for Norfolk under 
the Labor Government and who be¬ 
lieved that all freehold land on Nor¬ 
folk should be owned by the Govern¬ 
ment, asked to have his dissent from 
Mr. Ellicott’s announcement record¬ 
ed. 


‘Just course’ 

THE "AUSTRALIAN" newspaper edi¬ 
torialised on May 16th, "The Feder¬ 
al Government has taken the just 


course in its decision to deny Nor¬ 
folk Island the benefits of both the 
Australian taxation system and Aus¬ 
tralian welfare. The one is after 
all the concommittant of the other, 
and it is only democratic to leave 
to Norfolk Islanders, who have nev¬ 
er seen themselves as mainland Aus¬ 
tralians, the question of whether 
they want such a package." 

The editorial also wondered what 
would happen if an Australian State 
were offered the same choice... 

HOSPITAL: 

NORFOLK’S HOSPITAL will c6ntinue 
to be operated as it is now. 

In the listing of powers to be grant¬ 
ed to the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly thete was no mention of 
"Health", and many people on the 
Island concluded that this meant 
the Commonwealth Department of 
Health would be taking-over die hos¬ 
pital, as recommended by Sir John 
Nimmo. 

While no official announcement 
has been made. Minister R.J. Elli¬ 
cott has met with the Hospital Board 
and has agreed that there will be no 
significant change in the hospital's 
management. 

The Commonwealth will continue 
to select and appoint the Island's 
Medical Officer. There will be elec¬ 
tions for the membership of the Hos¬ 
pital Board in July, as usual, and 
the Board will continue to be respon¬ 
sible for guiding all non-medical 
hospital matters. 

Occasional inspections will contin¬ 
ue to be made by the Commonwealth, 
and subsidies needed to make up Hos¬ 
pital losses - which amounted to 
$32, 000 in the last financial year - 
will presumably continue to come out 
of Island revenues after the Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly takes over Norfolk’s 
budget in 1979. 


The Time Table: 


1r Jun—+-July—4-Aug-4-Sep*-4-Oct -4-Nov-4-Dec -4-Jan—1- Feb-4-Mar-4-Apr —4—May-4-Jun—1—July—I 
iGovernor-General’s visit 
tcouncil election 
♦Minister's visit 

♦Economic Study — ——--—^Economic study Report 

♦Negotiations - Council/Department-—— — —— 


Detailed negotiations between Council and the Department will take 
about 10 months. Results of the economic study will not be known 
until the end of this year, and legislation will probably not be pass¬ 
ed until April or May next year. Partial self-government will begin 
in July, 1979; fuller self-government may not arrive until 1984. 


♦Draft legislation 

tAct of Parliament 

♦Assembly 

election 

♦self- 

government 
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OUT OF THE PAST, AN ANNIVERSARY DAY PRESENT FOR NORFOLK - - 


July 3rd, 1856: “I have seen a good 
deal of the Pitcairn Island People...” 


FREDERICK HOWARD WAS A MIDSHIPMAN ON H. M. S. 
"HERALD", THE SHIP THAT WAS SENT FROM SYDNEY 
TO AWAIT THE ARRIVAL OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS 
AT NORFOLK ON JUNE 8TH, 1856, ON MAY 25TH HE 
BEGAN WRITING A LETTER TO HIS SISTER EMILY. AND 


WROTE 48 PAGES BEFORE SENDING IT OFF TO ENGLAND 
FROM FIJI A COUPLE OF MONTHS LATER, HIS FAMILY 
LATER DONATED THE LETTER TO THE MITCHELL LIB¬ 
RARY IN SYDNEY, WHERE IT IS NOW. HERE IS WHAT 
HE HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS. 


.. .About 4 p.m. we sighted the 
"Morayshire". We soon discovered 
her name by means of Captain 
Marryath's (?) signals, as we were 
both beating up for die same place 
we shall no doubt have a nearer view 
of her... 

June 15th. It is now some time since 
I have written down any thing on paper, 
but die last week has been one of great 
excitement to me, and I will try and 
give some account of our doings. On 
die morning of the 6th we communi¬ 
cated with the "Morayshire" and sent 
a boat in to the Captain. We also had 
an opportunity of trying rate of sailing, 
when we found we were much the most 
weatherly vessel, for although we got 
up to the anchorage before noon, yet 
the Morayshire did not arrive until 
5 p.m. when they tried to get some 
of the women on shore in one of our 
boats, but the surf was too heavy. A 
boats crew of the Pitcairn Islanders 
came on board. All the romantic 
ideas, which several of the officers 
had nourished since leaving Sydney 
vanished at once. They appeared at 
first sight, very like the half cast Fee- 
jee men we meet at (Gealau?), but 
without their energy and much dirtier, 
than ever I saw a half cast boats crew. 

It seemed so curious to hear them talk¬ 
ing English and some of us could hard¬ 
ly keep from talking Feejee to them. 
They also had a kind of gibberish among 
themselves, which we could not make 
out, and which sounded to me like 
“Tongese". By the way in which they 
looked about and of their asking for 
the doctor the first thing they put me 
in mind of the Tristan da Cunha people, 
after about one half hour they took 
their leave, and pulled back to their 
own ship. They seemed pleased with 
what they could make out of Norfolk 
Island, at a distance and seemed to be 
very anxious about the houses on shore, 
which they had heard from some whalers 
crew bad been broken into and injured 


by the convicts. All hands were very 
anxious to get on shore, having been 
I thipk 5 week at sea cpming from Pit¬ 
cairn every soul had come away 194 in 
all and they were all in good health, 
with the exception of some of die fe¬ 
males who had been sea sick the whole 
way across. 

"poor children were 
passed down like pigs" 

July 3rd. We have now left Norfolk 
Island and are looking for The (Norantha?) 
Reef, with most miserable weather. I 
have not written anything for nearly a 
month and have a good deal to say. 

I have seen a good deal of the Pitcairn 
Island People, and will give as good a 
description as I can, for I have to re¬ 
member back. They were all landed 
on Sunday the 7th of June during fore¬ 
noon. Our boats assisted and also the 
boat of a whaler that happened to be 
in the offing. It was blowing very 
heavy from the N. W. with squalls of 
rain, so that they got rather wet going 
on shore, but the landing place was 
very tranquil, and all hands of them 
were landed without accident. They 
all looked very sick and I afterwards 
heard that some of die women were 
seasick even going on shore in the 
boats. I was laying off alongside the 
"Morayshire", waiting for my time 
fa about 30 minutes, and could see 
the way in which they scrambled down 
the ships side. She was rolling violent¬ 
ly and consequently the boats rose and 
fell about 15 feet. So that it was an 
awkward job getting the women and 
children into the boats. Sometimes 
they were left hanging by the hands 
some 10 feet about the boat others let 
go at the wrong time and came down 
by the (run?) into the boats. The poor 
children were passed down like pigs by 
the arms and legs and stowed under the 
boats thwarts, one a 2 women got 
rather wet by holding on to the bottom 


of the ladder when the ship rolled to 
windward. They landed 194 souls - 
and were all put into the soldiers barr¬ 
acks, a fine large building of 3 stories, 
in the afternoon we landed enough 
bedding for their present use, as my 
boat was leaving the "Morayshire" 
she began to drag her anchor, and the 
Captain wanted me to lend him a hand 
to get up his anchor, but I had orders 
to the contrary, and called to some 
of the Pitcairn men I was going to 
land, but 5 of them, seeing the Cap¬ 
tain in want of help, offered to stop 
on board, and according went to sea, 
and did not land for 3 days. I had 
about an hour to myself on shore in 
die afternoon, looking fa pumpkins in 
in some of the gardens, during which 
I had an oppatunity of seeing some¬ 
thing of the people. Some of the 
men had already gone out to Long- 
ridge, and one of the Christians walk¬ 
ed out with me as far as our roads were 
identical. He had washed and shaved, 
and dressed himself in his Sunday 
clothes, and looked like a respect¬ 
able mechanic out for a holiday. 

He talked good English, and used long 
wads, in his conversation, which show¬ 
ed that he had been reading a good 
deal. I afterwards went up to Gov¬ 
ernment house, and saw an old woman 
of about 60 years of age, she bad on a 
very dirty looking gown that had once 
been white, and was barefooted. She 
was talking to Mr. Stewart and Mr. 
Sheppard in a perfectly easy and flu¬ 
ent manner, and was smoking a short 
clay pipe at the same time. The 
people soon made themselves at home, 
the women found some large pools of 
fresh water, and soon they were en¬ 
gaged in washing themselves The 
convicts had a couple of bullocks 
yoked to a cart to bring up all the 
heavy gear from the pier, and nearly 
20 boys availed themselves of the 
chance to have a ride in a cart fa 
the first time in their lives. The men 
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soon scattered about the place curious 
to find out what it was like The gar¬ 
dens about the.settlement are all ruin¬ 
ed, the Cattle having had free access 
to them, but the hedges by the road 
side are formed of sugar cane, and 
there they are now. But the first week 
after the arrival of die Pitcairn people 
they were thinned down to a remark¬ 
able degree, as all hands went to work 
and ate right and left, until all the 
roads around the settlement the fronts 
of the houses, and barrack yard had a 
regular coating of chewed cane - as 
it grows wild, it is not very good fla¬ 
vour, so that I had never eaten any 
myself, but following die example 
of the natives I took to it which much 
relish - Just before 1 came off 2 girls 
came running to me taking me for 
“Chanter" whose brother had been to 
Pitcairn Island. They were very anx¬ 
ious to see him and told me they 


would have a room ready for him when 
he came on shore. I did not come on 
shore again for two days, and then 
landed on the Nor th side of the Island 
and walked across. It was a beauti¬ 
ful morning, and I enjoyed the walk 
very much, when we came to the 
hill over the Settlement I saw some 
women at the bottom and coo-eyed 
to them, so they came up the hill to 
meet me. As I had been seen on 
shore on Sunday I was I suppose con¬ 
sidered an old friend and kissed by 
the whole of them. They are light¬ 
er than the Samoan people and have 
very fine hair and eyes, some of the 
men are very handsome according to 
my idea but although the majority of 
the female countenances were very 
pleasing none of them had much pre¬ 
tensions to beauty. 

Most of the faces are English in 
appearance, and have a most good 


humoured look about them. I think 
the women never spoke without a 
smile. 1 think that is a sign of a 
happy mind The men dress just like 
all other whites in these seas. Trow- 
sers shirt. Hat, and neck handkerchief 
The women in general wear a very 
peculiar kind of dress, which makes 
them look exactly like "Chinese'' es¬ 
pecially as they do up their hair in 
the Chinese fashion. If you look at 
the figures of the Chinese ladies on 
any China ware you will at once see 
the best possible caricature of a Pit¬ 
cairn lass. The petticoat is generally 
made of blue cotton drill, and the 
upper thing which comes down with¬ 
in 18 inches of the ground, and shows 
the blue below, is of white cotton 
or calico, and looks very well. 

They always go about with white 
pocket handkerchiefs round their 
necks which they sometimes tie 






around their heads in the lieu of bon- 

This is as good an account as 1 can 
give of their everyday rig but on Sun¬ 
days they come out in fine style. The 
men in white shirts black hats, cravats, - 
and in fact, some of the Christians 
and Nobbs, in regular Regent style and 
look quite aristocratic, the young 
women generally follow the English 
fashion as much as they can, and some 
six or 7 wear bonnets, but they are not 
very popular. The Misses Nobbs wear 
very well made silk dresses and those 
silk polka sort of things evidently never 
made at Pitcairn, altho they are good 
needle women. If you had put down 
the whole mob in Valparaiso streets 
they would every one have passed for 
Chilians, one thing on Sunday all the 
adults wear shoes and stockings. How¬ 
ever I was living on shore this time 4 
days together, and 10 days during the 
rest of the time we remained off Nor¬ 
folk Island, the last 8 days entirely 
with the natives, so 1 had a good 
chance of forming an opinion of them. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE PIT¬ 
CAIRNERS INCLUDED HERE WERE 

TAKEN A YEAR AFTERWARDS, 

IN 1857. 

Mr. Wilson the artist came on shore 
with me and commenced to take their 
likeness with die collodiom process 
on glass (?) He commenced early in 
die morning soon after sunrise and as 
nobody else was there I was the first 
person that was taken. The picture 
came out pretty well although only 
taken on trial. Mr, Wilson has given 
it to me, and all .my messmates say 
it is an exact likeness, although I do 
not like it myself. He - that is Wil¬ 
son - has sane very good pictures of 
the principal people among them es¬ 
pecially the Nobbs family. 1 did not 
become known to any of the natives 
until the 2nd day I had been on shore, 
when I finished up with John Adams, 
grandson of old Adams. He is a fine 
well made handsome young fellow 
tall and powerfully built, but very 
lazy. He is 27 years of age and has 
7 children, from what I have seen I 
think he is the best educated man 
among them, and in conversation, 
has a most gentlemanly style of ad¬ 
dress. The next day after my work 
was done I went down to the barracks 
towards evening, and a number of 
people were standing at the gate, 
and sane small boys trying to wheel 
each other in barrows, and I wishing 
to make myself familiar, began 
wheeling them myself. From that 
it went to wheeling the young women 
who enjoyed it amazingly, by the 


time I bad upset one cut her wrist, 
and lost her comb. I was joined by 
a messmate, who had come on shore 
on duty, and we commenced running 
races with the wheelbarrows. There 
being a great deal of competition 
among the girls who should be the 
sitters but this soon tired us, so we 
got a light cart intended to be drawn 
by the convicts, and about 20 young 
fellows rattled us along at a good 
pace, at last about 6 great girls, 
jumped up behind, and as I was stand¬ 
ing up in the middle of the cart, they 
all held on by me. Now the road was 
full of children playing about and we 
ran over the foot of one, but luckily 
fa the child the effort to stop the cart 
overbalanced die damsels so over the 
six went in no. and I on top. So the 
cart had nobody but Hixson in it. 
when it ran over the boy. The young 
ladies all declared they were not hurt 
in the least, but one got her foot cut. 
That put an end to the skylarking, 
and 1 agreed to walk across the Island 
with Hixson and asked some of our 
playmates to accompany us, and to 
my surprise 4 of them at once vol¬ 
unteered, although I told them it 
would be a long walk and it would be 
very late before they could get back, 
and old Arthur Quintall the oldest man 
in the community, suddenly took it 
into his head to go over and see the 
Cascade Landing Place. So away we 
started I forget the names of our 
party but I recollect they were prin¬ 
cipally "Quintalls". We had some 
capital fun, and Hixson made them 
all laugh the whole way across. They 
got us to sing some comic songs, and 
even old Arthur launched out into a 
song which he said was a great favor¬ 
ite with old John Adams. It was a 
beautiful moonlight night, and they 
commenced running about and sky¬ 
larking, but before we were half way 
over they began to get tired, fa they 
had never had such a long walk in 
their lives, as we had been as far as 


right round Pitcairn Island. The man¬ 
ner of walking was I should say pecul¬ 
iar to Pitcairn, and put me in mind 
of old school days. And I should say 
was rather too affectionate for any 
other place, old Arthur is a most 
amusing character, and although he 
is more than 60 years old he stepped 
out on this occasion manfully, and 
was half inclined to go on board the 
ship when we got to the Cascade, it 
was rather hard work, getting back 
fa all hands were very tired and 
some of the little girls were very 
tired. So I asked if any body wanted 
to be carried, but was rather dismay¬ 
ed. on asking to find that the res¬ 
pective weights of 2 girls I was walk¬ 
ing with, named Victoria Quintall 
and Catherine Christian, was 136 and 
148 lbs. and they were each only 16 
years of age. 

"Catherine Christian 
offered to provide" 

However we got back again all 
right although Arthur would go ahead 
and lost his way once. The next day 
while we were taking sights the Cap¬ 
tain hinted to me that it would be 
just as well if I could shift my quar¬ 
ters from government house where I 
had hitherto lived. As this was just 
the thing I wanted I infamed Mrs. 
Stewart that I should no longer be 
considered one of her visitas. In 
the afternoon I had to take another 
walk over to Cascade with some let¬ 
ters etc. fa the first lieutenant, and 
on my way past the barracks I found 
Victaia Quintall at the gate and got 
her and 3 others to walk over with me. 
mainly in the hope of seeing Mr. Chan¬ 
ter come on shae, as I had his permit 
in my pocket, on my way across I 
told them I was not going to live at 
government house any more. When . 
one of die girls Catherine Christian 
immediately offered to provide for 
me while I stopped on shore, and as 
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for the remainder of the time I con¬ 
sidered myself under her protection. 
When we arrived at Cascade they 
were all disappointed as no ship was 
in sight and they were so tired they 
had to lay down while I climbed up 
the cliff and from the top could just 
see the ship over the land apparently 
about 25 miles off. So we commenced 
our walk back rather sorrowfully, for 
when these people feel annoyed they 
show it. Luckily we had a cart to 
ride back in so that they were all in 
a good humour by the time we got 
back so that they had promised to 
get up a . singing meeting in the 
eyening, like those they had twice 
a week at Pitcairn Island. When I 
delivered ray useless despatches back 
to the Captain 1 found one of my 
messmates "Meyer" who had been 
surveying all day, round the West 
side of the Island, and finding the 
drip out of sight, had come to pass 
the night on shore and was in tre¬ 
mendously hig£ spirits. 

"90 children under 
one roof..." 

Meyer went 

to tea with Mr. (Mrs.?) Nobbs and I 
was taken care of by Kitty, as she 
was generally called, and I had my 
tea in the large upper room, where 
as Kitty said, 1 should be more out 
of the hearing of about 90 children 
under one roof, who kicked up and 
fearful squalling, after tea which was 
a very frugal meal, being exactly 
the same as I should have got on 
board, with the addition of fish, af¬ 
ter tea they cleared away die large 
mess table from die middle of the 
room which then would have made 
a capital ball room - and the mo¬ 
ment Meyer saw it he declared he 
must have a dance - It required 
about an hour to put a sufficient 
party together to sing, which at 
last by die efforts of Mr. Gregory 
( the Lieutenant of the "Juno" who 
acted as agent on the part of Gov¬ 
ernment, and who went for diem 
in die Morayshire) was accomplish¬ 
ed for they are very lazy and the 
men seemed more inclined to go 
to sleep than sing, which I mention¬ 
ed to some of the women, but they 
said they would wake up presently. 

At last having’got together about 60 
men and women, and divided them¬ 
selves into 4 parties they commenced 
to sing some glees, which were sung 
so well that it quite surprised me. 

The first thing they sang was, "school 
days" a very simple tune of itself, 
but from the way in which it was sung 


sounding very sweet. They sang glees 
and anthems for about 2 hours one af- 
ter the other, and I think I could have 
listened all night without tiring. The 
room was well adapted for such sing¬ 
ing being large and lofty, and I could 
shut my eyes and fancy 1 was near 
the choir in some cathedral - 1 never 
recollect having my senses enthrailed 
to such an extent by any music, and 
I have heard some first class singing 
at-Sydney, both professional and ama¬ 
teur. I dont suppose it was the ex¬ 
cellence of the performance, but 
rather the simplicity of both die sing¬ 
ing and the singers, and perhaps the 
knowledge that they did not sing for 
effect but rather for their own amuse¬ 
ment and that of their visitors. How¬ 
ever I shall never f orget the first time 
I heard the Pitcairn people sing. I 
think the men had the best voices, 
but that may be only my prejudice 
for I much prefer a man's voice sing¬ 
ing to a woman. Two married ladies 
of a certain age and sitting next to 
me, bad a decided screech in their 
voices, and gave them full swing, 
so that at the high parts I could de¬ 
tect it very plainly. One of them 
told me she had a head ache, so I 
advised her to knock off singing and 
go below, but she said that although 
she hoped they would soon leave off 
yet she liked it too much to go away 
before it was over. I asked some of 
the girls to sing by themselves but 
they would not and said there were 
too many men in the room, but I 
was called on to sing, and although 
1 felt rather ashamed of ray voice af¬ 
ter their singing I gave them some 
popular ditties, among which "Annie 
Laurie”, "Cheer boys cheer", and the 
"Low backed car" (?) amused them 
very much, and they caught the tunes 
which were perfectly new to them, 
so that I used to bear the boys humm¬ 
ing them, about the house, afterward. 

"danced a kind of 
elephants waltz..." 

After that we bad some blind mans 
buff. Meyer having volunteered to 
be blindfolded first but as he ran al¬ 
ways after the women, they hauled 
off and the men soon gave him such 
a licking, than be soon gave up. when 
a tall Pitcairn man volunteered, he 
caught one but the rule here is to 
catch and so after being well beaten 
for about 20 minutes he gave up too. 
Two of die natives, George Evans 
and Cabel Quintall play the violin 
very well, and we soon got up Sir 
Roger de Coverly, which was danced 
with great glee. After that Meyer j 


tried to get up the polka but they 
could not manage that, but danced 
a - kind of elephant waltz with each 
other that we could not catch. They 
were however greatly amused at 
Meyer and I dancing or sathet shuff¬ 
ling what is known on board ship as 
"Jack’s the Lad” - they enjoyed this 
so much that I had to repeat it about 
6 times during the evening after Meyer 
had gone to bed. He kept them in 
tears of laughter the whole time he 
was with them, by making a tremen¬ 
dous noise and singing loud in our Mid¬ 
shipmans best style, where his operat¬ 
ic (bouts?) were greatly admired, al¬ 
though here they told him they con¬ 
sidered it no singing at all. He cer¬ 
tainly has a comical appearance, 
with bis little laughing eyes, great 
fat German face, and white hair 
and whiskers, nearly bald up to his 
pole too. They quickly nick named 
him "Frothy", and on my asking one 
of the girls the reason she replied at 
once "Because his hair is like the froth 
of the sea." They could not under¬ 
stand that he was only 19 years of age, 
untill they saw his activity, and at 
Sydney my shipmates have been ask¬ 
ed who that active old man was. Af¬ 
ter he was gone they gave me a dance 
they called a Promenade and kind of 
rough Lancers - which I caught in one 



1.5Kg (3 lb) chicken, cut up 
2 carrots and 2 onions, sliced 
| 2 celery stalks -leaves cut in pieces 
i teaspoon salt 

4 teaspoon coarse black pepper 
i cup chicken stock or white wine 
4 teaspoon mixed herbs 
250g(i lb) mushrooms 
Put half the carrots, onions and cel 
ery in bottom of CROCK-POT. Add 
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vegetables. Arrange mushrooms ar¬ 
ound the chicken pieces. Sprinkle 
with mixed herbs. Cover and cook 
until tender - LOW 7-10 hours, 
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lesson. They supplied me plentifully 
during the evening with Pitcairn Id. 
oranges, which are very nice, and 
of which they have been extremely 
liberal. I have often had one given 
to me as I was walking along die 
road, by people whose faces I did not 
even know. This evening was a grand 
one - and our amusement was digni¬ 
fied with the name of a ball. We 
did not break up till nearly 1 AM when 
all hands l think, were pretty tired. 

“Dorcas Young having 
a very sweet voice.." 

When the best part of the men were 
gone, 1 got some of the girls to sing 
by themselves, which they did very 
nicely, one named Dorcas Young 
having a very sweet voice. They 
made up a very nice bed for me in 
a little room, and next day I went on 
board with Meyer. The Morayshire 
was off and on foe nearly a fortnight 
after this, the weather being so rough 
that sometimes there was no landing 
for 4 days together on one of which 
occasions 1 had the good luck to be 


cm shore. The natives wishing to 
attract the Morayshire had hoisted 
die landing flag and I was sent on 
shore to the Captain, altho the 1st Luff, 
did not think it probably 1 should be 
able to land, indeed it did look ra¬ 
ther ticklish, when I got close in 
shore, but my inclination being shore¬ 
ward, ,1 risked a ducking and a 5 
mile sail in a rough sea and double reef¬ 
ed topsail breeze. So in I went on the 
top of a good big roller which carried 
me right inside the bar, where it is 
necessary to shoot sharp around to the 
right but I had no steer oar, and altho i 
I put the helm the right way 1 looked 
over the stern and saw the whole of the 
after part of the boat about 3 feet out 
of the water, and the rudder therefore 
useless, so she went on at the rate of 
about 15 knots. All die see plumped 
her on the side of a rock and the sea 
left her so that over she went one gim- 
nul up and the other under. The men 
• got a panic and let go their oats dis¬ 
regarding my orders. I held the chrono¬ 
meter between my knees, so that did 
not suffer, and she slid off the rock 
just in time, for the next sea sent us 
clean up to the (--?) our oars, and 


not the least damage to the boat, whidt 
is the only whale boat we have now. 

We picked up the oars among the rocks 
all right. 1 told the Capt. exactly how 
we came on shore, and he having noth¬ 
ing else to do made me signalize the 
ship boat swamped, which made them 
think something dreadful had happened, 
especially as it took nearly l hour to 
get ready the next signal - "no lives 
lost. H but the next person who took 
her in about a week after really did 
get swamped and had to swim for it. 

“capsizes are 
nothing to the«.**“ 

The Pitcairn Id. people do not quite 
understand the place yet and have got 
several capsizes and swamping* but 
that is nothing to them. 1 believe in 
summer the landing is as smooth as at 
London Bridge. They got the two 
large boats out the convicts had left 
one about the size of our pinnace 
proved very useful but they took a dis¬ 
like to the largest and but a boat of 
about 20 tons burthen, and through hot 
hauling her up she went on the rocks 



and is jus? a complete wreck. If they 
don't look our. they will lose the other 
one the same way. 

They brought canoes 
along froa Pitcairn 

The Pitcairn Canoe*, of which they 
have brought over 4 or 5 are from 10 
to 18 feet long and from 15 inches to 
2 feet wide - and are all one piece. 
They are very neatly made and very 
good models, the larger kind will carry 
2 or even 3 people. The bow and stern 
are alike, and modelled after a whale 
boat but the body of the canoe is per¬ 
fectly flat and square like a box, with 
a good sized keel, so that they sail 
well - having no ou trigger they easily 
capsize but a native will go out in 
pretty rough weather. I got in one 
and after about 10 minutes awkward¬ 
ness, went over the bar and outside 
for about \ hour and then came in 
again, she was one of the smallest 
cances and did not ship so much water 
going over the bar, as one of our boats 
did soon after - the natives said I was 
the first stranger they had seen man¬ 
age one of their canoes properly. 

Hixson who got in her after I came out 
went over twice running without be¬ 
fore he commenced to paddle so be 
quickly got out. The convicts be¬ 
haved very well the fomlght they were 
with the natives, teaching them to 
manage the stock and to plough, work 
the mills, drive bullocks, Etc and con¬ 
sidering the strange things horses, 
ploughs etc are to the people who nev¬ 
er saw them before, they learnt a good 
deal. Altho all are grateful to the 
Queen for this fine Island, yet some 
of die women, and the lazy people who 
are not a few, sigh for Pitcairn Island. 

They do not Tike 
being taken to work” 

For they see here that they must work 
hard to get their bread, while at Pit¬ 
cairn very little labour was required 
about their yam and taro patches, and 
that expended they had nothing else to 
work for, and hence came their lazy 
procrastinating habits from which how¬ 


ever they will soon recover when they 
see the necessity for work. The young 
men about 20 seem the worst in that 
respect the married men doing 3 times 
the work. The 2 Arthur Quintalls 
father and son are an exception to the 
general rule of laziness. The younger 
is a very energetic man, and has made 
good use of the little time the convicts 
were with him to do a variety of things 
which will make him very useful when 
they are gone. The old man has been 
working in die blacksmith shop for us. 
our Captain altho he says they are the 
most lazy people he ever saw, yet gets 
all he can out of them in the way of 
work for the ship, although I must say 
they do very little, the six sawyers 
average 40 feet of plank per day be¬ 
tween them. In fact they do not like 
being taken to work for us when they 
were wanted so much to work for their 
own people putting things to rights 
getting their gear landed etc. but al¬ 
tho I never beard any complaining 1 
could see there was a dissatisfaction 
about the way in which they worked. 

"the scene was 
very affecting..." 

During the short time we were at Nor¬ 
folk Isd. there was one birth and one 
death, both chilchren, die daughter of 
Johnathan Adams was expected to die 
before they left they brought a coffin 
on board with diem, but the Captain 
having perhaps (some remaining?) 
expectation caused it to be pitched 
overboard and it was not wanted. 1 
was not on shore the day of the funer¬ 
al, but Chanter who was, gave me 
an account of it. Everybody on the 
island was present, and the scene was 
very affecting and that nearly all the 
Europeans present were in tears. I 
was on shore die second Sunday after 
their arrival, and heard Mr. Nobbs 
preach. The Church is a good long 
building, with a gallery at one end 
for a choir, pulpit and reading desk 
and communion table between. One 
part is fitted up with pews, of which 
there are quite enough for all the 
natives. But there is one thing that 
will require their labour in a short 
time and that is the roof, which is 


shingled, and through which the rain 
came down at a good pace, die day 
I was on shore. Mr. Nobbs read the 
morning service as in the church pray¬ 
er book, and gave a short but im¬ 
pressive sermon. The children were 
all very attentive, but I was very 
sorry to see such a small attendance 
at Church. Not more than 1/3 of the 
adult inhabitants being present in the 
morning and about 2/3 in die afternoon. 

rain poured right 
through the roof 

They sang the hymns very well, and 
Mr. Nobbs gave 2 very impressive 
sermons, which I should say were 
exactly suited to the understandings 
of the congregation. It rained during 
the morning service, and one of die 
first duties of die community was 
shewn them by the quantity of water 
that poured down from the various parts 
of the roof vfth a loud noise so that 
Mr. Nobbs could hardly be heard. 

John kdatas 1 joke on 
the flldshlpnn 

Miss Kitty following the custom of her 
country sent me a note and some of 
her hair which was scented with cocoa 
oil, rather an offensive smell to Eng¬ 
lish noses but to which I have got 
accustomed. As I am going to send 
you the said note as a specimen I may 
as well tell you it is a little piece of 
deceit and is not written by Miss Chris¬ 
tian or even signed by her for I have 
seen some specimens of her writing 
which do not atall accord with the 
writing of this note. I afterwards 
found it came from John Adams, who is 
is about die most polished among them, 
and who I believe would have made 
a first rate lawyer had he been brought 
up in England. But I am far astern 
in my story and must drop Norfolk Isd. 
and pass over die next dreary 20 days, 
the occurrances of which came in un¬ 
erring regularity looking for reefs that 
nobody expected to find, and nothing 
to keep us in spirits but talking of Nor¬ 
folk Isd... 
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HERE ARE SOME good old-fashioned 
hints that may be useful in your kit¬ 
chen. 

Pastry Hints for Pies.- 
When making a fruit pie, put the 


■« BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
RECENTLY I TASTED two pairs of 
stablemates. 

The first were from Seaview in the 
McLaren Vale area sou* of Adelaide. 
As its name implies the vineyard 
overlooks the oce^ and the sea 
breezes are sai^to'be beneficial 
during dip suiiimer'When the grapes 


base crust in oven for 5 minutes and 
, bake while you are rolling out the 
top crust. Then put in the filling and 
• put on the top crust. This prevents 
the undercrust from becoming soggy. 

To make pastry really flaky, stir the 
flour very carefully, but before doing 
so add 1 teaspoon of cornflour for 
every cup of flour, and a little lemon 
juice. The pastry will be much more 
digestible. 

When reheating pies, put a small 
dish of water in the oven too. The 
pastry will be fresh and moist. 

Instead of glazing pastry with beat¬ 
en egg, mix 1 tablespoon of brown 
sugar with 1 tablespoon of milk, boil, 
and use when cool. This is as effect¬ 


! are ripening. It is an old vineyard 
• first planted* 1850. 

Their Cabernet-Shiraz has a most 
attractive deep colour and good 
flavour but probably too much tannin 
for many palates. The straight Cab¬ 
ernet Sauvignon is a smoother wine 
with less aggressive tannin which I 
found preferable. They are priced 
at $2.30 and $2.70 respectively 
and are also available in half bottles. 

The other couple were from the 
German maker Deinhard and are not 


ive as egg and a lot cheaper. 

Pie Filling Hints : 

To prevent juices from cooking out 
of pies into the oven, place a strip 
of dampened cloth around the edge 
of the pie, or place a tiny funnel or 
4 inch stick of uncooked macaroni 
upright in the centre of the pie. 

When making a fruit pie, brush 
the underside of the pastry with egg 
white, making sure that you covqr 
the edges too. This will prevent the 
juice from bubbling out and will also 
improve the texture. 

Add a little gelatine to the gravy 
when you make meat pies and they 
will not leak if used for school lunch¬ 
es. 


available from the Bond but are 
worth looking for when you are di¬ 
ning out. 

The Hock is not a dry wine like 
Australian versions of the style but 
has a degree of sweetness similar to 
some of our not-so-sweet Moselles 
such as Hamilton's Ewell. Accept¬ 
ing this, it is a most enjoyable wine. 

The Moselle is probably as good 
an example of the style as we are 
likely to get out here, crisp with 
good fruit and sweet but not cloying. 



NOW IS TIME for making a sowing 
erf sweet peas. Dig a deep trench 
and enrich soil with humus; leave 
for about four days then plant seed 
about two inches deep and two fhches 
apart. If you would like to grow 
some really bear.t ones for the Show, 
try the following method. Cut off 
laterals and two end leaves of each 
spray of leaves. When plant is 
about 2 ft. high, train it along a 
wire placed horizontally. The 
flower stem will grow vertically 


from the plant, flowing very straight 
and strong. A good stem should be 
straight with five or more well set 
blooms. Never deeply cultivate 
sweet peas - just keep the* free of 
weeds. They are surface feeders and 
a hoe will damage the fibrous roots 
which are near the surface. Also 
when watering, do not wet foliage 
unduly, water at roots. 

If you have a spot somewhere in 
your garden in which you are not sure 
quite what to plant, try some night- 
scented stock (Mathiold Bicomis), 
it is not hard to govi and the scent 
in your garden at evening time is 
delightful. Seed is available and 
easy to raise. 

If you happen to have one of those 
lovely pottery hanging containers, 
be sure to put plenty "crocking” in 


it before planting as they do not seem 
to have good drainage - mostly about 
three small holes only. They do look 
so attractive hanging with a lovely 
trailing plant or herbs growing in 
them. Try filling container 1/3 full 
of rubble and bark at the bottom; 
put a few pieces of charcoal amongst 
this to keep potting mixture sweet. 

Just repeating, the following seeds 
should be planted now - stock, pan- 
sied, hollyhocks, wall flower, mari¬ 
gold, sweet peas, bedding carnations 
and Indian Pinks and, of course, most 
vegetables. 

Summer rains have greatly benefit¬ 
ed my shrubs and flowers, and, of 
course, the weeds and kikuyu grass 
also. An old gardener once said to 
me, "No wee*, (good plants. * So 
out with hoe and out with the weeds. 



AS I STOOD on the roadside outside 
the Post Office waiting for a chance 
to cross the street -- without being 
knocked over or sworn at for not look¬ 
ing where I was going by those motor¬ 
ists who are racing madly along, per¬ 
haps from one end of our five mile 
island, or just in a hurry to race 
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through life-- I tried to see the pic¬ 
ture in my mind of that same inter¬ 
section when I first saw it. 

My hostess took me to an auction 
sale which was being held on the 
grass outside a small building near 
where the Post Office now stands. 
There were numerous horses tied up 
all about and such a happy gathering 
of people. It was more like an out¬ 
door entertainment than a business 
affair! I was fascinated by the good 
natured banterand the high prices 
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being paid for pieces of furniture. 

It didn't take me long to find out 
the reason for in those days there 
was no such store as "Irvines" so, 
of course, furniture for sale was not 
exactly plentiful. 

Norfolk auctions still seem to be 
as much a social gathering as ever 
and just as much fun, and our pres¬ 
ent auctioneer has quite a turn of 
wit. Can you imagine an auction 
sale cum picnic being held there 
now? 



MAY HAS BEEN a month full of sur¬ 
prises and for want of a better word, 
changes. Firstly, the weather has 
been quite unkind - the rain has been 
more than welcome even though tanks 
have been overflowing which is an 
event that has not taken place on the 
island for a considerable time. 

Because of the rains, many events 
have changed locations at the last 
minute. The Society of the Descen¬ 
dants of the Pitcairn Settlers picnic 
was changed from Kingston to Raw son 
Hall • once again the food was mag¬ 
nificent and all those who went along 
had a most enjoyable meal. 

Another event with a list-minute 
change of venue to Rawson Hall was 
the barbecue which was to be held at 
Music Valley for the visiting basket¬ 
ball teams from New Zealand and 
Lord Howe island. Everyone enjoyed 
themselves and the only thing that 
was missing was the pretty surround¬ 
ings of Music Valley. Welcome to 
the two visitipg teams from New 
Zealand and from Lord Howe Island 
and good luck in your basketball mat¬ 
ches! 

Mother's Day was also a very mis-i 
erable and wet day here on Norfolk - 
even to the extent that some of the 
planes scheduled : to arrive had to di¬ 
vert, but all in all the thoughts for 
mothers were here regardless of the 
weather. Radio VI2NIhad a request 
programme for mothers and was jam- 
packed for requests. 

When Bill Stables and Raewyn 
Jensen were married they were lucky 
enough to time the weather and to 
come out of die Chapel with the sun 
shining. One would never have 
thought it possible with the rain that 
had been hanging around. Both Rae¬ 
wyn and Bill were members of the 
Bank of N. S. W. here and are still 
with the Bank on die mainland. 
Raewyn is die eldest daughter of 
Stan and Agnes Jensen of Bumboras. 
She was a radiant bride and wore a 
very pretty wedding-gown. Her 
bridesmaids complemented all the 
wedding group. The wedding recep¬ 
tion was held at Branka House and 
Bill and Raewyn spent their honey¬ 
moon on Norfolk before returning to 
the mainland. 

A large contingent of visitors and 
players came to die Island for the 


Bounty Bowling Tournament and 
were most fortunate to have lovely 
clear sunny days for the whole time 
of the tournament. Many familiar 
faces were back on Norfolk for this 
very popular event amongst the bowl¬ 
ing fraternity. The local residents 
were having a very busy and enjoy¬ 
able time entertaining the visitors 
in many ways. On Sunday, the day 
die final was played, you could 
have heard a pin drop with the in¬ 
tense interest and excitement there 
was between the match of New Zea¬ 
land playing N. S. W. Radio VL2N1 
did another community service by 
broadcasting this match. The bowl¬ 
ers' wives had a very enjoyable time 
being able to do their shopping while 
their husbands were occupied at the 
Bowling Club. The whole week of 
the tournament certainly attracted a 
big crowd of spectators and would- 
be players of the future. 

With the weather being as Incle¬ 
ment as it was, many of us were laid 
low with a 'virus' of some description. 
Whether it was Russian Flu or not, it 
certainly was stubborn. As soon as 
the"cooler weather strikes all these 
unpleasant sicknesses seem to appear. 

The school holidays were a happy 
time for the children but a few were 
unfortunate in having to be in hospi¬ 
tal for part of their holidays. It was 
good to see Bobby and Roger Heins 
enjoying the last part of the holidays 
and to know Matthew and Simon Bigg 
are both well again and back at 
school. 

Many are home from school or 
college either in New Zealand or 
Australia. To mention a few - 
Morgan and Duncan Evans, Roland 
Spreag, Anna Cavill, Tony Nobbs, 
Moira Evans, Margot Alston, Richard 
Woodward and Peter Horrocks. 

Paul Webster, one of our new teach¬ 
ers at the Norfolk Island Central 
School, had his mother over for an 
enjoyable stay and especially for the 
birth of her second grandchild - Holly, 
a sister for Vanessa. Congratulations 
Paul and Anne. 

Talking of baby girls - they are the 
fashion on Norfolk at die moment with 
three being born within a week. Liz 
and Trevor Calder and their daughter. 
Anita - Kay and David Rogers who 
went to Sydney for the birth of Lisa 


and RcfcaadAllan Partridge and their 
daughter Christina. 

The Leagues Club drew a large 
crowd to their Prawn Night and die 
drawing of their raffle for a trip to 
Singapore. Again this night was a 
wet and miserable evening but the 
weather never prevents people here 
from attending funcdcns. Ross Rey¬ 
nolds was die lucky winner of this 
trip. 

Radio VL2NI must be getting a big 
roll of listeners to their broadcasts of 
the football games at Kingston on 
Sunday afternoons. For many people 
this brings die excitement of die 
weekend sport into their homes and 
this is greatly appreciated as it is not 
possible for some to get down to Kings¬ 
ton and see the games in real life. 

There have been several wedding 
anniversaries celebrated by Island 
couples this month these being Pelly 
and Fenella Evans, Greg and Nelli 
Hinks and-Dids and Biddie Nicolai. 

Many more happy years in the future 
to you all! 

Bill and Beryl Lackey have had an 
excidng time moving into their new 
home in Taylors Road. Quite a lot of 
their furniture arrived on the last ship 
from Sydney so it was all well timed 
fat the completion of the building. 

It was so nice to see Noelene Rey¬ 
nolds back on die island for a visit to 
see her family. Maureen Stevenson 
was over for school holidays. 

Again dlls month has seen such a 
lot of locals coming and going on holi¬ 
days to the mainland of Australia and 
New Zealand and to other far: away 
places too. Among these is Elsie Hick¬ 
ey who is off to Queensland to see fam¬ 
ily on an extended holiday. Daughter 
Dianne and husband Neville Parker are 
well on their way to England via the 
States for a long working holiday. 

Enid Plant has gone home to England 
for a couple of months to see her fam¬ 
ily. Dorothy and Tom Elliott are go¬ 
ing back to England and Scotland for 
another stay - they are regulars. John 
and Julia Brooksbank went to Sydney 
and Canberra for an O.T.C. Conference 
leaving Mrs. Brooksbank Snr. from Perth 
in charge of the two boys. Bob and 
Pumbles Wotherspoon had a visit to the 
mainland too. Chris and Sue Pedel are 
over on the mainland for a holiday and 
a wedding. 

What a disappointment for Jenny 
Broad not to have flown out on her ex¬ 
pected departure date due to a back in¬ 
jury. A relief it didn't happen while 
away and now Jenny is off again in a 
very short time. Good luck Jenny.' 

Earlier this month Jack and Gay 
Bartley left the Island to go and settle 
in Sydney near their two daughters and 
to be near medical attention for Jack. 
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EDITORIAL 


NORFOLK ISLAND has just had a very close call. It is 
fitting that we should recognise the people and the forces 
that saved the Island. At the same time it is prudent to rec¬ 
ognise some of the causes of the near-disaster, so that they 
can be guarded against in future generations. 

Many people over many years have made it possible 
for Norfolk to survive as a distinct and separate society. 

The Pitcairn settlers, and those descendants who pre¬ 
served the unshakable belief that Norfolk had been given to 
them in 1856, deserve the most credit. Their faith and pa¬ 
tience, and their ability to endure disdain, scorn, arrogance 
and abuse over many generations will go down in history as 
one of the great legends of the Pacific. 

Overt credit must be given to Hon. R. J. Ellicott, the 
Island's Government Minister, for recommending to Cabinet 
that the Nimmo Report's main proposals should be rejected, 
and that Norfolk should be set on a path toward restored loc¬ 
al self-government. Mr. Ellicott made up his mind in the 
face of considerable antagonism against Norfolk within Aus¬ 
tralia. His recommendation and the Cabinet's acceptance 
of it were correct and just, but nonetheless required courage 
and firmness. 

The Norfolk Island Council deserves immense credit. 
Possessing no executive authority whatever, and repeatedly 
thwarted and belittled by those with power over Norfolk, the 
Council simply worked harder, thought harder and fought 
harder than any Council in history. Its representation of the 
people of the Island during the past two years will add to 
Councillors' reputations for the rest of their lives. 

The existence of the United Nations and the U. N. 
Association of Australia turned out to be essential to Nor¬ 
folk's survival. So did the existence of hundreds of people 
overseas who admired the Island's way of life and applied 
their intelligence and effort to help save it. So did the ex¬ 
istence of a free press, which brought Norfolk's situation out 
of the hidden offices of the Canberra bureaucracy and into 
the bright light of public inspection. 

All those, and so many more. 


MOST ROYAL COMMISSION reports come to little. 
The Nimmo Report was factually undependable and its logic 
was poorly carpentered. Yet it was very nearly implemented. 

Its support came essentially from a few people who had 
worked patiently for years to bring welfare-state, trade-union. 
Labor-party principles into effect on Norfolk. Knowing thfeir 
aims were not supported by the majority, they were opposed 
from the beginning to having them tested at referendum. 

The majority care deeply about Norfolk and wanted it 
to change as little as possible. But they were very nearly 
outdone because of four errors or misfortunes of the past. 

First, the Island had failed to keep full, detailed rec¬ 
ords of its history. The people" knew" Norfolk had been giv¬ 
en to the Pitcairners but they coul d not prove it. The story 
of the progress of the Pitcairn people on Norfolk - one of the 
most interesting sociological experiments of the past 200 
years - came to be treated by historians and authors as a 


period of little or no consequence. As a result, few out¬ 
siders realised how much Norfolk is worth protecting. 

Secondly, the racial self-respect of the Pitcairners 
was forced underground. Disdained by outsiders for their 
mutinous ancestors, their mixed blood, their language and 
their Polynesian ways, they chose to remain silent. The 
discrediting of the Pitcairners as a race was an important 
tactic of the Nimmo supporters: it reached a peak in the 
Nimmo Report itself, which presented the Pitcairners as a 
deteriorated, helpless and confused people. 

Thirdly, the power to govern Norfolk was long ago 
removed from the Island, and became unresponsive, remote 
and cumbersomely slow. The inevitable result was a grad¬ 
ual detachment by the people from the process of govern¬ 
ment. They came to know little and care less about it. 

Fourthly the Island neglected to make itself known 
and understood in Australia and elsewhere in the Pacific. 
This allowed damaging misconceptions to spring up, even 
at high levels in the Government: Norfolk the greedy tax 
haven; Norfolk the place where lazy people are supported 
in comfort by the hard-pressed Australian taxpayers. 

THE STRUGGLE TO SAVE the Island from forced 
integration into Australia has brought some great benefits. 

It has heightened people's awareness of the Island's charac¬ 
ter and quality. It has motivated individuals to reach high¬ 
er, and do more, than they realised they could. Most im¬ 
portantly for the long future, it has brought within reach 
something that four generations of Island leaders tried with¬ 
out success to achieve: the restoration of self-government. 

Mr. Ellicott's announcement of May 8th leaves a 
large number of important details still to be resolved. It 
may seem a generalised statement to some, but it clearly 
was worded with the greatest thought and care. In present¬ 
ing the text in this issue. The News has set it out in a seg¬ 
ment a lised form appropriate to that great thought and care. 
It is not just a speech by a Minister - it is the Government's 
formal authorisation for a year of collaborative effort lead¬ 
ing to self-government, on such terms as Australia and the 
Island can find to be mutually acceptable. 

In late April and early May 122 years ago the Pitcairn 
people and an agent of the British Government agreed on 
the terms under which the Pitcairners would live on Norfolk. 
The Pitcairners accepted the terms, and confidently relied 
on the obvious good will of the Government to endure. 

They were disappointed, and unfortunately they had failed 
to secure the documents that verified what the understand¬ 
ing had been. 

We regard Mr. Ellicott's announcement of May 8th 
as the first of the documents that the people of Norfolk 
should secure, this time. It is an obvious expression of 
good will. We believe it should be preserved in every Isl¬ 
and home, and circulated as widely as possible to friends 
of Norfolk throughout the world. They will enjoy sharing 
with us this first, hopeful step on the path back to democ¬ 
racy, and watching as we and Australia progress toward the 
objective that has now been stated. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRiDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PT Y. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

! agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
j BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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DISTINGUISHED ADVICE 

AS NORFOLK SETS OUT 

TO BUILD A DEMOCRACY 

MORE GOOD NEWS arrived last 
month with the announcement that 
Hon. R.J. Elllcott, the Minister who 
recommended that Norfolk should be 
restored to self-government, will be 
taking a regular and active part in 
the discussions and negotiations him¬ 
self. rather than leaving them to De¬ 
partmental officers. 

He is to begin working discussions 
with the members of the new Coun¬ 
cil on the 17 th and 18th of this month, 
and he plans to make regular visits 
to the Island as plans for the new form 
of government progress. 

The shaping pf Norfolk's govern¬ 
ment begins at a time when establish¬ 
ed models for governing the western 
world countries are being seriously 
questioned. The growth of bureau¬ 
cracies, the mushrooming of public 
spending and taxation, and the in¬ 
creasing encroachment of govern¬ 
ments on individual.rights are sudden¬ 
ly being challenged by distinguished 
leaders and by the public as well. 

Prince Phillip has been among die 
outspoken ones. In a radio broad¬ 
cast late last year, talking about 
trends for the future in England, he 
said "It looks at die moment as if we 
can expect to see increasing bureauc¬ 
racy, bureaucratic involvement in 
virtually every aspect of the lives of 
individual citizens... this will mean 
a gradual reduction in the freedom 
of choice and individual responsibil¬ 
ity in such things as housing, the edu¬ 
cation of children, health care, the 
ability to acquire or inherit personal 
property, to hand on commercial en¬ 
terprise, and the ability to provide 
for old age through personal savings, 
and perhaps most important of all, 
the freedom of the individual to ex¬ 
ploit his skills or talents as suits him 
best. ” 

Lord Hailsham, former Lord Chan¬ 


cellor of Britain and an elder states¬ 
man of the Conservative Party, warn¬ 
ed in an address at Sydney University 
in May that the western world is in¬ 
creasingly threatened by a false kind 
of democracy, which he said would 
be better termed "elective dictator¬ 
ship”. He received a standing ova¬ 
tion from a distinguished audience. 

Elective dictatorships, he said 
"assert the right of the bare major¬ 
ity to do what it will. It believes 
such a majority should impose on 
the entire community whatever laws 
or structures it pleases, guided only 
by what it conceives to be die gen¬ 
eral good." 

True democracy, he said, means 
"freedom under law", or "the theory 
of limited government". "In place 
of an impersonalised 'common good' 
it seeks die public interest in the pro¬ 
tection of rights alike of minorities 
and individuals, " he said. "Though 
it respects the authority of govern¬ 
ments and institutions, it will pre¬ 
scribe limits beyond which govern¬ 
ments and parliaments must not tres¬ 
pass, and it will suggest means by 
which they can be compelled to ob¬ 
serve those limits." 

'To those who think that freedom 
is arich man's luxury, " he added 
later, "my answer is that it is the 
poor man's necessity. So far from 
being idealistic twaddle, the lesson 
of history is that, wherever it is tried 
within a framework of law, liberty 
is a practical proposition. It succeeds 
in producing beneficial results. Lib¬ 
erty is die essential condition of hu¬ 
man happiness and progress." 

Constitutionally, Norfolk Island 
has had quite restricted freedom. 

But for generations Australia really 
gave almost no thought to Norfolk 
and in practice the people of the 
Island were left alone to live their 
lives in very great freedom, with 
hardly any awareness that there even 
was such a thing as government. 
People sorted out their own affairs, 
with very little regulation and very 


little taxation. As everyone who 
knows and loves the Island can see. 
this liberty did produce beneficial 
results, and a great deal of human . 
happiness. 

There must be government, and 
it is a rare opportunity and challenge 
few the people of Norfolk that they 
can now participate in the shaping 
of a democratic form of local self- 
government here. We hope the new 
Councillors and the Minister will be 
aware of the dangers of copying too 
much from the models of elective 
dictatorship, which are not function¬ 
ing well, and will preserve as fully 
as possible the Island's remarkable 
heritage of letting people decide 
for themselves how their lives should 
be lived. 


A NEW BUG THAT IS 
REALLY DOING SOME 
GOOD WORK FOR US 

SOMETHING - probably "teleo- 
nemia scrupulosa" - seems to be 
accomplishing at last what genera¬ 
tions of Island farmers have tried 
to do: controlling lantana. 

Lantana is cultivated in some coun¬ 
tries as an ornamental plant. Nor¬ 
folk conditions suit it so well that it 
will take over a paddock in a few 
years time. It's officially a noxious 
weed here, and prizes have been 
given at the R&H Society Show each 
year for the youngster who brings in 
the biggest lantana stump. 

Several types of bugs and beetles 
have been brought to the Island over 
the years by the C.S.I.R.O., Aust¬ 
ralia's great science organisation, 
to combat the lantana. One or more 
of them has apparently been the 
right creature for the job, because 
large areas of lantana in various parts ;J 
of die Island have lost their leaves , 
and presumably will die off complete¬ 
ly before long. The past year has it , 
been an especially bad one for plant 
pests on Norfolk, but this particular j:i 
one is a welcome new resident. 

• 

TROUBLING QUESTIONS 
RETURN AS "MERCEDES 
AFFAIR" IS REVIVED 

THE "MERCEDES affair" was unex¬ 
pectedly re-opened last month. It 
had been fading from people's mem¬ 
ories, and looked like becoming one 
of those unsolved mysteries that 
every community has, which are for- 
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gotten and then recalled from time 
to time. __ 

For the benefit of visitors to Nor¬ 
folk who were not here at the time, 
the affair upset the Island last year 
when die Administrator imported a 
new Mercedes motor car worth about 
$13. 000 without paying the Norfolk 
Island customs duty required by law. 

It was also learned that he had ar¬ 
ranged a private 40$ discount off 
the standard charge for freighting 
the car from Sydney. The circum¬ 
stances became widely known on the 
Island and did not sit well with all 
the residents who pay full freight 
and full customs duty on whatever 
they buy from the outside world. 

There was no indication that the 
duty would ever be collected until 
about two months later, when the 
story suddenly appeared on the front 
page of The Canberra Times. With¬ 
in hours, although it was a Saturday, 
the Administrator had chased up the 
Collector of Customs, and gave him 
a cheque for almost $2, 000 of duty 
that was owed. 

An investigation was made by two 
men sent from Canberra at the re¬ 
quest of the Minister responsible for 
Norfolk and for Mr. O’Leary. At 
the same time, believing that the 
matter should be looked at by auth¬ 
orities unconnected with the Island's 
administration, the editor of The 
News wrote to the Attorney-General 
and asked if he were the proper 
authority to do this. The Attorney- 
General replied that an officer in 
his department was looking into it. 

Finally, two months ago, the 
Attorney-General wrote to the edi¬ 
tor. He mentioned the investiga¬ 
tion that had been made at the re - 
quest of the Minister for Administra¬ 
tive Services. He said his own de¬ 
partment had looked at the papers, 
and had advised him that the evi¬ 
dence that had been gathered did 
not "establish the commission of 
an offence by the Administrator or 
any other person." 

That appeared to be the end of 
the Mercedes affair, although troub¬ 
ling questions remained unanswered. 

Last month, surprisingly, the whole 
affair was brought back into the lime¬ 
light by its central figure, Mr. O’¬ 
Leary. He had been given a copy 
of the letter the Attorney-General 
had written to the editor of The News. 
Speaking from the Chairman’s posi¬ 
tion at the final meeting of the 
Eighth Norfolk Island Council, he 
introduced the matter and did his 
best to imply that the letter had 
swept away all questions about his 
behaviour, and that it somehow 
found the editor of The News guilty 


of improper conduct. 

"I suppose it is possible that Mr. 
Howard will now apologise to the 
persons he has hurt, ” he said. "If 
not, then what he has done must 
remain permanently on his con¬ 
science. ’’ He said that the editor 
had "deliberately defamed" people 
involved in the Mercedes affair. 

People who defame others on Nor¬ 
folk Island can - with certain ex¬ 
ceptions - be brought to trial for it. 
They can be found liable for dam¬ 
age done, and made to pay for the 
damage. The News carried exten¬ 
sive accounts of the facts in the 
Mercedes affair last September and 
October. 

It is not generally known that 
Council meetings are one of the 
few exceptions to the general rule 
about defamation. Even though such 
a meeting is broadcast and reprinted, 
everything said in it is immune from 
prosecution. 

Statements Mr. O’Leary has made 
about the facts of the Mercedes af - 
fair, and his inviting of contempt 
for the editor of The News, have 
been made from behind this invis^ 
ible protective screen. 

Mr. O'Leary said that perhaps 
the editor of The News would how 
apologise. The editor will be glad 
to apologise, promptly and earnest¬ 
ly. for any statement The News has 
published about the Mercedes affair 
which Mr. O'Leary will point out 
to be untrue. The apology for any 
such untruth will be published prom¬ 
inently in the next issue. 

Assuming that the Commonwealth 
does not intend to pursue the Mer¬ 
cedes affair any further (which seems 
clear from the Attorney-General’s 
letter), we exp'ect and hope that 
this will be the end of the affair, 
except as a legend on the Island. 

Let us get on with more important 
and promising matters. 

But as an aid to future historians 
who may try to sort out what hap¬ 
pened on Norfolk in the 197 0s, let 
us lay the Mercedes affair away to 
rest along with a brief note of some 
of the questions that were left un¬ 
answered. 

Unanswered questions. Is it right, 
or not - the Attorney-General’s let¬ 
ter does not tell us -for the man 
entrusted with governing Norfolk 
Island to arrange a personal discount 
on freight from a shipping line, and 
quietly pocket a 40$ savings at die 
same time that he is spending public 
money to pay full freight on all pub¬ 
lic goods? 

Mr. O’Leary has since become the 
local agent for a shipping line him¬ 
self. If someone approached him for 
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a freight discount now, would he be 
willing to see a 40$ discount given 
to a particular individual behind the 
scenes? Is he giving himself 40$ 
discountron his own freight now? 

If such a discount was proper and 
reasonable a year ago, would it not 
be proper and reasonable now? 

Unanswered questions. There were 
uncertainties about the conduct of 
various persons in the Mercedes af- 
fair, gding all the way up into the 
Department of Administrative Ser¬ 
vices. It seems clear now, from 
■the Attorney-General's letter, that 
the only investigation into the situ¬ 
ation was the one made for the Min¬ 
ister responsible for the department. 
This investigation had no authority 
to summon witnesses. It had no 
authority to examine people under 
oath. It did not question some 
people who had material knowledge 
of relevant facts. The report was 
apparently made to the Minister, 

*in confidence. It seems certain 
thaTthere were conflicts between 
statements made by various indivi¬ 
duals. Were these conflicts re¬ 
solved? Could they have been re¬ 
solved without questioning the 
people who made the statements? 

Was the investigation thorough? 

Unanswered questions. Mr. O'Leary 
solemnly told Council last year that 
he had not sought to avoid paying 
customs duty on'the Mercedes in any 
way. But the Collector of Customs 
said that Mr. O'Leary had shown him 
a stack of letters and documents sta¬ 
ting that he had "diplomatic immun¬ 
ity" from duty. An Administrator 
does not have diplomatic immunity. 
Which statement is true? 

Unanswered questions. The day 
the Mercedes affair blew open in 
public, Mr. O'Leary quickly paid 
$1, 934.85 of duty to the Collector 
of Customs. The Collector swore 
that the reason he had not collected 
duty in the first place was that Mr. 
O'Leary met three requirements-, 
the car was for his personal use, 
he would not be selling it on Nor¬ 
folk, and he intended taking it 
back to the mainland with him at 
the end of his term of duty. The 
Collector said he hadn’t realised 
that those requirements had been 
completely changed back in 1969, 
and that he had mistakenly been 
applying the old law all these years. 

If so, why had he assessed full duty 
on a Mercedes imported by a local 
bank manager, who met exactly the 
same requirements as Mr. O'Leary, 
six months before? 


While the Mercedes affair was in 


full cry, a few salty residents cau¬ 
tioned The News's editor. "You 
won't get anywhere. ” they said. 
"You'll never beat the government." 

The idea was never to "beat the 
government". It was simply to re¬ 
veal certain facts about the conduct 
of a few individuals employed by 
the government. 

There was benefit to the public 
in doing so. Some $2. 000 of cus¬ 
toms duty which should have been 
collected at once was finally paid 
up by Mr. O’Leary. That is equal 
to the weekly allowance for an el¬ 
derly person on Norfolk for over a 
year. 

In the next affair if there is one 
the public benefit could be greater. 


HOW TO ASSURE THAT 

TOURISM BENEFITS THE 

PEOPLE WHO LIVE HERE? 

ANY ISLAND needs some money¬ 
earning enterprises unless its people 
are willing to live a completely 
self-contained existence. 

That fact often leads island gov¬ 
ernments to search for new outside 
investments, and to think of such 
investments as being automatically 
a good thing. 

But thoughtful people ask whether 
an outside investment will bring 
real benefits to the ordinary people 
of die island. 

Percy Chatterton mused about this 
in Papua New Guinea some years 
ago. Everyone assumed that new 
indusoie* would be like PNG's gen¬ 
ing a fatted calf, he said - but when 
you examine it "you find all the 
best joints are labelled 'for export'”. 

Council's consideration of a poss¬ 
ible new large hotel for Norfolk 
ought to give the fatted calf a thought¬ 
ful examination before approving it. 
There is a reasonable argument, 
which seems to have no spokesman 
at the moment, saying that smaller 
guest houses and apartments. Island- 
owned, would do much more for 
Norfolk, and be better for tourists 
at the same time. 

So far as bringing needed new jobs 
to the Island, a large hotel would 
seem to be a dud. The construction 
work would employ builders for a 
while, but that is soon finished. 

Then the permanent staff is employ¬ 
ed, and with very few exceptions 
they have to be recruited from Aust¬ 
ralia or New Zealand. There is 
scarcely a manager, accountant, 
barman, chef, housekeeper or wait¬ 
ress wanting work among Norfolk's 
own population. 


So far as preserving the flavour 
and character of the Island, a large 
new hotel is likely to do more harm 
than good. The visitors who seem 
to enjoy Norfolk most are those who 
like the feel of the Island and its 
way of life, as they are. The fancy 
international resort tourists - the 
people who enjoy really posh surr¬ 
oundings and don't mind paying 
$140 a day - often find Norfolk 
hopelessly boring, and never re¬ 
turn. 

As a holiday resort. Norfolk will 
come off second best if it tries to 
compete in sheer luxury and ser¬ 
vice with the world’s top-class es¬ 
tablishments. But by being itself, 
Norfolk seems to be able to charm 
a lot of people, and give them some¬ 
thing they can't find anywhere else. 

Visitors who stay at places like 
the Fletcher Christian or Aunt Em's 
get a human feeling for the place, 
and frequently become friends of 
Norfolk for life. They get to know 
the owners, and see them at work, 
and quickly become acquainted 
with some of the Island's lore, 
legends and people. Visitors who 
are perhaps a little less adventur¬ 
ous, and want the assurance that 
they will be staying at one of the 
larger places, have a good range 
of choice already, among the Nor¬ 
folk, the South Pacific and the Hill- 
crest. 

It is said that many residents 
have wanted to build a small amount 
of tourist accommodation at their 
homes but have been refused appro¬ 
val. There could well be others 
who might like to do such a thing 
butassumeit's complicated and un¬ 
likely to be allowed. But aren't 
these the people - Norfolk Island 
people - who ought to be the bene¬ 
ficiaries of tourism? 

Three new. resident-owned-and- 
operated accommodation places, 
each with six two-bedroom apart¬ 
ments, would provide as many 
tourist beds as the Island will lose 
when the Paradise's lease at Kings¬ 
ton runs out. Six or eight such 
small places would be the equival¬ 
ent of a big new hotel. 

And the ownership would be on 
Norfolk, the jobs created would be 
ones with a good deal of pride and 
satisfaction -- and perhaps best of 
all, they would be able to with¬ 
stand an occasional downturn in 
business without the suffering that 
is created when a large business en¬ 
terprise has to cut back. 

Why discourage such local devel¬ 
opment, and go fishing for overseas 
investors? Who would be die winners? 
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COUNCIL WITH NEW POWER TO BE CHOSEN IN NORFOLK'S MOST IMPORTANT 

ELECTION! 


WEDNESDAY JULY 5th Norfolk's 
800-odd electors will go to the polls 
and elect die only democratically- 
chosen representatives the Island has, 
the eight elected members of the 
Norfolk Island Council. 

Under the terms of the 1963 Coun¬ 
cil Ordinance, enacted by Australia, 
the Council is assigned only one 
function: to offer advice to the resi¬ 
dent Administrator Australia selects. 
The Administrator then passes Coun¬ 
cil's views, and his own, along to 
Canberra. The administering de¬ 
partment there - currently the De¬ 
partment of Home Affairs - then 
applies its views and policies. De¬ 
cisions about Norfolk are "arrived at". 

In 1915. while the Nimmo Royal 
Commission was inquiring into Nor¬ 
folk affairs and possible future forms 
of administration, the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil moved into a new role. Instead 
of simply offering advice to an Ad¬ 
ministrator, Council put its own sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission, 
saying how the Councillors thought 
the Island should be governed. 

Last year the members of Council 
went farther. Believing Norfolk was 
threatened by the Nimmo recommen¬ 
dations, which called for the Island 
to be swallowed up by Australia whe¬ 
ther Norfolk residents wanted that or 
not, the Councillors appealed to the 
United Nations for protection. Their 
authority for taking such an unpre¬ 
cedented action does not appear any¬ 
where in Australian-made laws for 
the Island; it was drawn simply from 
the social fact that they are the only 
persons elected to represent the 
people of the Island. They sensed 
a duty to the electors, and carried 
it out. 

In October last year Council sent 
a three-man delegation to Canberra 
to plead the Island's case. The Min¬ 
ister responsible (then Sen. R.G. 
Withers) refused to see them, and 
snubbed them when he bumped into 
them accidentally in Parliament 
House. The Head of Sen. Withers’ 
department wrote the delegation a 
short letter saying that Council's 
function was only to advise the Ad¬ 
ministrator, and the delegation 
could be received only as a group 
of visiting citizens from the Island. 

But the delegation continued to act 
as elected representatives of Norfolk, 
talking with other Ministers and 
members of Parliament, and with 
the press in Australia. 


While Council's authority is still 
confined to giving advice, so far as 
Australia's written law goes, the 
members of the Council to be elect¬ 
ed this month have been given a vi¬ 
tal additional authority by decision 
of the Australian cabinet: they have 
been recognised as the authorised 
representatives of the people in ne¬ 
gotiations with Australia for a new 
form of government of Norfolk. 

TOUGH QUESTIONS AND 
CANDID INTERVIEWS IN 

THE NEWS: 

PRE-ELECTION COVERAGE in The 
News has included a questionnaire 
sent to all 24 Council candidates, 
inviting their specific views and 
comments on 12 issues in Norfolk's 
future, and an invitation to all of 
the nine first-time candidates to be 
interviewed in the paper. 

Because it is easy to lose votes by 
offending people in a community 
the size of Norfolk, candidates have 
a strong tendency to play safe in 
their pre-election policy statements. 
Warm phrases such as "To the best 
of my ability I will wholeheartedly 
support all policies that are in the 
best interests of all people on Nor¬ 
folk, particularly including men, 
women and children" are often re¬ 
lied on. 

Of the first-time candidates, five 
said they were unwilling to be in¬ 
terviewed, although Bryan Nunn and 
Ned Lenthall were able to provide 
a written commentary on some of 
the questions. One new candidate 
did not reply to the invitation. Three 
were ready to be interviewed - Gerry 
Aafjes, Tony Arnold and Gil Hitch. 

The interviews with them appear 
later in this issue. All three of them 
also replied to die questionnaire. 

Six other candidates replied to the 
questionnaire: Geoff Bennett, Bill 
Blucher, Duncan McIntyre, John 
Ryves, Bill Sanders and Lisle Snell. 
Reports of their answers appear in 
the following stories. 

ANSWERS FROM GEOFF . 

Bennett: 

GEOFF BENNETT told The News he 
found the questionnaire extremely diffi¬ 
cult because it asked for such brief 
answers to questions that are really 
quite complicated. He nevertheless 
met it head-on and gave concise re¬ 


plies. 

He feels that Island expenses should 
be reduced, if its revenues fall off i^' 
a lean economic period, rather than 
turning to the Commonwealth for funds. 

Of the various methods of raising 
local revenues, for local needs, he 
thinks a local income tax would prob¬ 
ably be fairest. 

He supports the right of Pitcairn 
descendants to return to Norfolk, in 
accordance with the recent amend¬ 
ments to die Immigration Ordinance 
that Council recommended last yea% 
and he feels that new "mainlanders" 
should be allowed in according to a 
yearly quota set by Council or the fu¬ 
ture Assembly. 

Geoff believes benefits from fish¬ 
ing and minerals in the 200-mile zone 
around Norfolk should go to Norfolk. 

he says "While I believe in 'open 
Council’, the negotiations with Com¬ 
monwealth officers can be more frank 
and expansive and therefore more pro¬ 
ductive if conducted in a less formal 
manner. The results of any such de¬ 
liberations should definitely be brought 
out in open Council." 

He is uncertain about the amount of 
future population growth that would 
be right for the Island. "The answer 
to this question is dependant on nu¬ 
merous factors, and at this time I 
cannot provide either an answer or 
an opinion, “ he says. 

He points out that the question 
about fees for running cattle on the 
Common is "no longer relevant. 

Changes have already been effected." 

Norfolk should not have an elected 
representative in the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment, he feels. He believes future 
Administration salaries ought to be 
set by the Assembly as it thinks best, 
and that Pacific-area contacts should 
be developed by the Assembly. 

When the plan for new government 
has been negotiated with the Common¬ 
wealth, he believes it should go to 
referendum on the Island. 

'Council's main job in the coming 
year, "he says, "will be to negotiate, 
as successfully as they are able, 
terms and conditions reflecting a 
gradual progression towards inter¬ 
nal self-government for Norfolk 
Island." 

ANSWERS FROM BILL 

Blucher: 

BILL BLUCHER's questionnaire was 
the first one received back at The 
News, and his replies are concise. 

In a lean economic time he feels 
the Island should "freeze" expenses, 
rather than reducing diem, until 
more revenue was able to be raised. 

As the fairest and most helpful 
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ways of increasing Island revenues, 
if dial is necessary, he ticked "lo¬ 
cal income tax” and "other ways 
of raising funds". 

Pitcairn descendants' right of re¬ 
turn to the Island should be pro¬ 
tected, he says, according to the 
amended Immigration Ordinance. 

As to non-Pitcairners wanting to 
live here, he believes they should 
be subject to a quota set by the 
Council or Assembly until a maxi¬ 
mum population intake is reached, 
and after that should be on a ohe-in, 
one-out basis. This maximum popu¬ 
lation should be under 2, 500 in five 
years, he says. 

The benefit from fishing and min¬ 
eral rights around Norfolk should go 
to Norfolk, Bill believes. 

He is in agreement that Commons 
fees be increased to cover drenching 
and other costs. 

Norfolk should not have a mem¬ 
ber in Parliament, he states. 

Administration salaries and con¬ 
ditions ought to be geared to Com - 
monwealth standards, he says, but 
should be dependant on the qualifi¬ 
cations of individuals. 

Bill feels that the Council and 
the Assembly should develop con¬ 
tacts with the rest of the Pacific, 
rather than relying on Australia to 
handle them exclusively. 

And he feels the voters of the 
Island should be asked to approve 
the new form of government at a 
referendum. 

Council's main job this year, he 
writes, will be "to negotiate and 
improve on proposals already laid 
down, and have some if not all of 
those proposals implemented prior 
to July 1979. 

"I am not altogether convinced," 
he adds, "that salary and wages 
taxes are necessary but other forms 
of "direct tax" could be implement¬ 
ed to cover requirements for social 
services and health and education 
benefits - i. e., company tax, etc.” 


ANSWERS FROM DUNCAN 

McIntyre: 

DUNCAN MclNTYRE answered 
most of The News's questions de¬ 
cisively, but felt more information 
was needed for some to be handled 
correctly. 

He prefers reducing Island expen¬ 
ses, in a lean economic time, rath¬ 
er than looking to the Common¬ 
wealth for funds. 

He does not think it's possible to 
say what sort of taxation may be 
needed on Norfolk. "The best means 
of raising further necessary revenue 


TEST YOURSELF t&ZZJS 


HERE ARE THE QUESTIONS each 
Council candidate was invited by 
The News to answer. 

How would yoii answer them? 

1. If the Island's revenues, during a 
lean economic period, could not meet 
the level of public expenditure that 
had been planned, which of the follow¬ 
ing would you prefer to see? (tick one) 
_Reduce expenses until more 

revenue was able to be raised 

_Seek Commonwealth funds to 

bridge the gap 

2. If the Island needed increased 
revenues, which of the following do 
you feel might be fairest and most 
helpful? (tick one or more) 

_Local income tax 

_Land rates 

_Estate duties 

_Local sales tax 

_higher Customs duty 

_Higher tax on luxuries 

_Other ways of raising funds 

Reduce expenses instead 

3. Which of the following immigra¬ 
tion policies do you believe should 
be applied to Pitcairn descendants? 

(tick one) 

_They should be able to take up 

residency at any time 

_They should be subject to the 

same restrictions as anyone else 

4. Which of the following immigra¬ 
tion policies do you believe should 
be applied to people who are not Pit¬ 
cairn descendants? (tick one) 

_They should be on a one-in, one- 

out basis 

_They should be subject to a yearly 

quota set by Council or Assembly 
from time to time 

5. Do you believe that benefits 
from fishing rights or minerals in 
the 200-mile economic zone around 
Norfolk should go to: (tick one) 

_The Commonwealth 

_Norfolk 

6. Do you believe that Council 
meetings to negotiate the terms of 


can only be determined by further 
research," he says. 

He did not feel that either of the 
alternative policies on Pitcairner 
immigration rights was quite the 
answer, saying "the return of Pit¬ 
cairn descendants to N.I. should be 
facilitated, subject to the minimum 
necessary safeguards." 

Future ’hiainlander" immigration, 
he believes, should be subject to 
a yearly quota set by Council or by 


local self-government with Com¬ 
monwealth officers should be: (tick 
one) 

_Generally open to the public 

_Generally in closed session 

7. What do you believe would be 
the best population level for Norfolk 
in five years time? (tick one) 

_Same as now 

_up to 2, 500 

_over 2, 500 

8. Do you believe that fees charged 
for running cattle on the Common 
should be: (tick one) 

_About the same as now 

_Increased to cover the cost of 

drenching, de-lousing, etc. 

9. Should Norfolk have an elected 
representative in Parliament? 

_Yes _No 

10. Do you believe that future Ad¬ 
ministration salary scales and staff¬ 
ing levels should be; (tick one) 

_Geared to Commonwealth scales 

and standards 

_Set by the Assembly as it thinks 

best 

11. Do you believe that contacts with 
the rest of the Pacific, through bodies 
such as the South Pacific Commission, 
should be: (tick one) 

_Developed by the Council or 

Assembly 

H andled for Norfolk by the Com¬ 
monwealth 

12. When a final plan for local self- 
government has been worked out, 
should it be put to referendum be- 

. fore being implemented? (tick one) 
Yes _Not necessarily 

If you have any brief comment on 
what you believe Council's main 
job will be in (he coming year, afld 
how you regard that job, please make 
it here; 

Any other comment, on anything, if 
you wish: 


the Assembly. 

Offshore mineral and fishing bene¬ 
fits around Norfolk should go to Nor¬ 
folk. he says. 

Duncan isn't sure what the Island's 
population ought to be in five years. 
"The answer depends on forming a 
sensible development plan for N. I., " 
he says. "Unlimited growth is unde¬ 
sirable. Norfolk must face up to the 
real problem that it may use up its 
greatest asset - its immense beauty - 
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unless proper planning is done." 

Commons fees should be raised to 
cover drenching and other costs, he 
says. 

"No, “is his answer to whether the 
Island should have representation in 
Parliament. 

Rather than ticking either reply 
on the setting of Admin salaries, 
he noted "Commonwealth scales 
are an obvious and useful guide. 

In the end, however. I believe the 
Assembly must have the final say 
on all matters internal to N.I." 

Contacts in the Pacific region, he 
believes, should be both 'developed 
by die Council or Assembly and han¬ 
dled by the Commonwealth. "These 
choices are not mutually exclusive, " 
he observes. 

He ticked no answer on whether a 
referendum will be necessary after 
Norfolk’s new government plan has 
been worked out. "In the end, the 
recognition that we are entitled to 
a referendum may be more import¬ 
ant than having one, " he says. 

His statement of Council's main 
job this year is concise: "The As¬ 
sembly should grow to be respon¬ 
sible for all matters internal to N.I. 
The Coming Council must have a 
clear view of die Assembly’s ulti¬ 
mate responsibilities as they nego¬ 


tiate for the Assembly's original 
form and powers." 

ANSWERS FROM JOHN 

Ryves: 

JOHN RYVES said he thought The 
News Questionnaire could not be 
answered without qualification, but 
taking the questions in sequence he 
provided the following comments; 

"1. (Revenue) Balance the bud¬ 
get to suit available incoming 
revenue from existing sources and 
those that are revealed by the econ¬ 
omic study. 

7. (Source of Revenue) I am in¬ 
clined to favour local income tax. 
as I believe the community and 
tourist industry are contributing to 
their capacity by present forms of 
local indirect tax. 

"3. (Immigration) The matter of 
residency rights is covered in the 
new immigration ordinance, passed 
and approved unanimously by the 
last Council, and in the process of 
drafting in Canberra. 

"4. (Immigration Criteria) This 
should be based on the results of 
the economic study to ensure that 
local population is viable and will 
not detract from the very thing 
that tourists find attractive on the 


island, plus the need to consider 
natural resources and ecology. 

”5. (Mineral and Fishing Rights) 
The negotiation of these rights will 
be by the Foreign Affairs Depart¬ 
ment on behalf of the Auar alian 
Government. As a Councillor I 
would naturally be seeking all poss¬ 
ible advantages for Norfolk Island, 
and would support moves in this re¬ 
gard by the Council. 

"6. (Discussions with the Minister) 
The Minister has categorically 
stated and the Council has agreed 
that working discussions will be in 
closed session, as the Minister 
wishes to feel free to put proposals 
and receive proposals which can 
only be confirmed when Govern¬ 
ment approval is given. Decisions 
arising from these proposals will be 
brought forward into open Council. 
"7. (Population density) Subject 
to economic survey where it re¬ 
lates to viability of population 
levels with due regard to tourist 
requirements, and reasons given 
in (4) above. 

TB. (Agistment) This was a de¬ 
cision taken by the previous Coun¬ 
cil after ,careful deliberation and 
study of the economics involved, 
where they relate to health and 
production in cattle, and is await- 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 

NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 



We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth looking for us, 
because we have i; 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you'll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute’s walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS — NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATED 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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ing authoritive legislation from 
Canberra. 

"9. (Representation) At this stage 
1 believe Ministerial representation 
is adequate. 

'10. (Administration wage structure) 
One cannot look at this in isolation, 
salaries of teachers, health author¬ 
ities and the private sector must be 
taken into consideration and related 
to the economic survey and analysed 
accordingly. 

*11. (South Pacific Commission) 

A matter for the Assembly to ne¬ 
gotiate to decide whether the costs 
justify the benefits. 

"12. (Referendum) I believe the 
first step is for the formation of 
the Assembly. At this stage the 
policies of the Ninth Norfolk Island 
Council will be accepted or reject¬ 
ed in the Polling Booth. 

'Decisions taken by the Ninth Nor¬ 
folk Island Council must be influenced 
by the economic study about to be 
undertaken, " John writes. "The Aust¬ 
ralian Government recognises the need 
for this study, as the first step towards 
developing a form of government for 
Norfolk Island." 

ANSWERS FROM BILL - 

Sanders: 

"I’VE NEVER really wanted to be in 
politics, ” says Bill Sanders. "But 
I’m afraid they're going to bank¬ 
rupt the Island, and I'll do anything 
1 can to prevent that. 

"There have been five booms and 
four busts since I first came here. 

This is the fifth. 

"When times are flush, everyone 
wants to come live on Norfolk. But 
when things go crook, half the people 
who say 'this is my Island' shoot 
through." 

Bill puts his views without beating 
around the bush - and expects that 
he'll lose a lot of votes by talking 
plainly. Here’s what he has to say 
on some of the issues on Norfolk. 

On the Island's financial manage¬ 
ment; 'T believe all spending must 
be contained within the scope of the 
Island's ability to earn revenue. " 

On new ways of increasing revenue, 
if necessary; "The fairest way would 


be a tax on income over and above 
a certain amount." 

On immigration policies; ’’Pit¬ 
cairn descendants should be subject 
to the same restrictions as anyone 
else. Many 'mainlanders' invested 
their all in an effort over many, 
many years to make Norfolk a sound, 
viable community in which to live - 
and by so doing, made it a very de¬ 
sirable place for many to either immi¬ 
grate or return to. But all immigra¬ 
tion matters should be subject to 
whatever is laid down by the people's 
elected representatives." 

On the ocean economic zone around 
Norfolk: "As I believe Norfolk is a 
territory of the Commonwealth, the 
Commonwealth would have territor¬ 
ial rights. It would be wonderful 
to think that we could lay claim to 
such a vast economic zone, but it is 
completely unrealistic to assume 
that Norfolk with a population of 
1600 persons could enforce any claim 
to this area. Perhaps a narrow econ¬ 
omic zone may be feasible. Could 
you imagine the terrified looks on 
the faces of an international trespass¬ 
er when the government launch with 
our three police officers arrived on 
the scene to apprehend?" 

On the Council negotiations with 
Australia: "As far as possible and 
practicable they should be in open 
session." 

On future population growth: 

"Until scientific research into mat¬ 
ters of health, such as sewerage 
waste, and so on, has been thorough¬ 


ly gone into, I would advocate no 
large increase in population." 

Should Norfolk have a representat¬ 
ive in Parliament? "No." 

On Administration wage levels: 
"Australian wage structure is not 
really applicable on Norfolk Island. " 
On Norfolk's becoming involved 
in Pacific-area meetings and con¬ 
ferences: "Until Norfolk attains a 
greater measure of political and 
economic maturity, it would be 
necessary for the Commonwealth 
to handle these matters. ” 

On a referendum to approve the 
form of government negotiated be¬ 
tween Council and Australia; "A 
referendum would be necessary only 
if the plan appeared to be highly 
contentious." 

ANSWERS FROM LISLE 

Snell: 

LISLE SNELL made extensive com- 
ments on the questions as they were 
put. 

On the questions of ways to deal 
with a lean economic period, he 
says "God forbid that such a situation 
would arise, but if so 1 feel that a 
combination of both (i.e. reducing 
expenses and seeking Commonwealth 
help), to mutual satisfaction, could 
be negotiated on terms and guide¬ 
lines laid down by a third party." 

Lisle said he didn't like the ques¬ 
tion about ways of raising increased 
revenues, and said "regret I cannot 
answer at this stage". But he indica- 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-v" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.BOX 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


GIVENCHY 

We have the world-famous Givenchy french perfumes- 
Givenchy III -- Le De Givenchy -- L'lnterdit -- Eau 
de Toilette -- at about one third of mainland prices. 


PETE’S 

PLACE 

TAYLORS ROAD 

LUXURIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
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ted that he thought local sales tax, 
a higher tax on luxuries, other ways 
of raising funds, and if possible re¬ 
ducing expenses were items to be 
looked at - and indicated he does 
not like the idea of local income 
tax, land rates, estate duties or 
higher customs duties. 

As to Pitcairn descendants' right 
to immigrate to the Island, he 
writes "The term 'Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants' is pretty broad - persons born 
on N. 1. of N. 1. parents should be 
given automatic rights of residency, 
especially if they consider N. I. 
their homeland. A very complex 
question which requires careful con¬ 
sideration. " 

Outsiders should be allowed to 
migrate according to a combina¬ 
tion of a quota system and a one-in, 
one-out basis, he feels - "depend¬ 
ing on circumstances at the time. 

A set policy should be made avail¬ 
able to interested persons, ” he says. 

Benefits from fishing and min¬ 
erals around Norfolk should be on 
a share basis between Norfolk and 
the Commonwealth, he thinks. 

"On involvement and subject to 
negotiations, " he writes. "Possible 
guidance and advice where necess¬ 
ary from a third party - experts 
overseas other than Australia. " 


The forthcoming negotiations 
with the Commonwealth should 
generally be open to the public. 

Lisle believes. 

He feels Norfolk's population in 
five years' time should be "up to 
2, 000 total, depending on capital 
investments during this period." 

As to Commons fees, he thinks 
they ought to stay about as they 
are now. "Most cattle kept on 
the Common only enjoy a short 
life, ” he says'. "Most are killed 
for beef. I guess that if owners 
were encouraged to retain stock 
an overcrowded situation would 
very soon occur. Beef prices 
would rise." 

He does not believe the Island 
should have a representative in 
Parliament. 

Lisle believes Admin salaries and 
conditions should be set by a com¬ 
bination of Commonwealth standards 
and the Assembly's judgment. "Aust¬ 
ralian scales are beneficial as a 
guide," he notes, "but should not 
be used as set salary levels on Nor¬ 
folk, as the working and living con¬ 
ditions and qualifications necessary 
may vary considerably." 

He thinks the Council or Assem¬ 
bly should develop Pacific-area 
contacts, "with advice and assist- 


NEW 

CANDIDATE 

INTERVIEWS 

START ON PAGE 23 


ance where asked for from the Com - 
monwealth. " 

Lisle was at first uncertain whe¬ 
ther a referendum should be held 
to approve the new form of govern¬ 
ment for the Island, and then de¬ 
cided that there should be one. 

During the coming year he says 
"Council's main object should be 
to standardise a policy on revenue 
sources and expenditure - to imple¬ 
ment and protect a solid form of 
social security system and policy 
to eliminate any insecurity that 
could exist under our present set¬ 
up. " 

As a general comment Lisle con¬ 
cludes by saying "Let the people 
of N.I. always be permitted to 
have the final vote on their way of 
life, to retain our pride and dig¬ 
nity as befits our heritage. Good 
luck to all ucklun. " 


Q£1 iNJOWfUNOFW 


South Pacific! 


☆ 

& 


norfolk’s premier hotel 

"THE DANSANT" SATURDAY NIGHTS - 
LIGHT TEA, MUSIC, DA NCING 

FAMOUS SMORGASBORDS - ONLY $8 


☆ 


☆ 


BIG FIVE-COURSE DINNER - ONLY $8 
AND AS MUCH AS YOU CAN EAT 


BISTRO LUNCH FROM $2 


☆ 


FRIDAY NIGHT QUICK GRILL - 
OR A SPECIAL CHINESE DINNER 



m THAT’S NOT ML! 

^DANCE MUSIC BY "SQUEAKY" THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY 

^^HOUSIE WEDNESDAY NIGHT - WITH FREE SANDWICHES 
REE MOVIE ON WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 


AFTERNOON TEA - COFFEE - PATISSERIES 


south pacific hotel/motel limited 


South Pacific 


telephone 2166 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

ISLAND 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

^ a fop 

HAND- 


BOCK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 

^ -sT # O'sJ- G “ 

Come taste nice free samples 

island map* open & closing times 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk.. .banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi.... taro... fresh green beans.. . corn on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera. . . roast pork in lemon juice.. . Island- 
style pot roast... baked chicken... guava, banana a 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite. familiar dishes if you prefer.. 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a smalF 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 

Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes £.'\ _ )\ 

\ S —entree, choice of a steak, vea! or fish, and __ 

^ - choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $ 

and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets here; 

JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 
WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR 
FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2185 







ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS L SO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

SHOP AT 

ROUDS 







HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in. advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm : Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 6£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers oily at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

' A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.3Oam-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, $-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souveniis 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 





The first thing you notice about 
the OM cameras is their fantastic 
compactness. But a dramatic 
cut in size and weight is just 
one aspect of OM functionality. 
Not only less trouble to carry, 
the OM-1 and OM-2 are also 
fa r sm oother, faster and quieter 
to operate. Yet set uncompro¬ 
mising standards in precision, 
versatility and toughness. 

The manual OM-1. The manual 


or auto OM-2 with its unique 
light measuring during the actual 
exposure. The comprehensive, 
growing OM System of inter¬ 
changeable screens, lenses, 
flash, macrophoto, photomicro 
and other units. Plus the 5-frame- 
per-second Motor Drive and the 
super fast Winder. 

So great for photography, 
and photographers, they’re 
knocking the industry off its feet. 



OLYMPUS 


Small for a camera. 
Great for photography. 


‘"CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 


© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 
Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams . 
(g)HISTORlC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

the TRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


Open Every Day 7.30 am-7pm -Friday till 9 pm SL 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties. ..mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 






AGFA-GEVAERT 


Ths Norfolk Island 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

2 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (M l A. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.G0) 

3 

■ Bousie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

4 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 

5 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

ELECTION DAY 

9 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

10 

■Bousie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film- (MRT8. 00) 

11 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 

12 

■ Museum open (M1 - 4.3 (.j 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Induction of new 

N.I.Council (A 2.15) 

16 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

17 

■ Bousie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

18 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
•Darts (RSL) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 

19 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00) 

23 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

24 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

25 26 

■Films (Pds & LC) ■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 

■Darts (RSL) ■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) ■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■C'dants Din (G) 

NOTABLE JULY EVENTS IN 

30 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

31 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

July 1st. 1914; On this day England handed to Australia 
the authority for administering Norfolk Island. The Island's 
public seal, which had been required on all Crown docu¬ 
ments on Norfolk, was not used after this date. 

July 9th, 1856: England's Secretary of State for Colonies, 
having been informed that Gov. William Denison had 
given the Pitcairners the right to own all of the land on 
Norfolk - freehold or for community use - wrote Denison 
saying 1 entirely approve. You have carried out the wish¬ 
es of H.M. Government. " 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR July 


thur 

6 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

..ousie (LC) 
Sm'b'd (SP) 

Film (RSL8. 00) 
Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

7 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per- 


SAT 

8 

■SDA service - 

■Housie (RSL8. 00) * e Qme there 

/Km / ls no wind. . , 


■Open night (Nik) 


N 



20 

housie (LC) 
Sm'b'd (SP) 

Film (RSL8.00) 
Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
Film (MRT8. 00) 


21 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


22 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


27 

Housie (LC) 

Sm'b'd (SP) 

Film (RSL8.00) 

Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

Film (MRT8.00) 

NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY--,- 

luly!5th, 1850: The death of the last member of the party 
that settled Pitcairn Island - the "Bounty" mutineers and 
Tahitians who joined them.-She was a Tihitian woman, 
Tervara, only about 15 when they reached Pitcairn in 1790. 
July 25th, 1828; All of the laws that existed in England on 
this date still apply on Norfolk, unless they have been re¬ 
placed by laws made since 1913. 

July 26th, 1788; The ship "Supply” arrived at Norfolk 
from Sydney on her second visit. Early in this "First settle¬ 
ment" Norfolk looked more promising than Australia did. 


28 

■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



AGFA ON NORFOLK 1 ARE CAMERALINES 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club . 

LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -ParadiseHotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 



TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 1AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 1.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2. 00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 1.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 Just a minute 

10,05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

1.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9.15 Points in Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 
12.05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


1.05 Children’s Story 

1.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Yours Vera Lynn 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Men from the Ministry 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 

2.00 (First Wed. of month) 
N.I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
1.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of books 
10.05 Helen with the High 
Hand 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2-. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4. 30 Ron Glum 

T. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth. 

only) Council Re-brdcst 
1.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 I'm sorry I'll read 
that again 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line (music) 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 

12. 05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
1. 00 Program surrounded 

by fine music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 
10. 30 Aust. & Local News 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
5.00 Young Mood 
1. 05 Morecombe & Wise 

1.30 Movin’ Music 

8.00 Dr. Findlay’s Case 
Book 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Up Country 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5.00 Vibes to do it by 

1.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post. Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN. A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 





me 

,> YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 

Vine cellar of imported wines 


me 

DINING ROOf 
A LA CARTE 

mce 


STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

^ .. , „ .Eddie Ll.py<J, Manage* ^ ■* < ••• 




CITIZEN 


Stop watch. 11 hr. 

59 min. 59 sec. 
chronograph. Stops 
anywhere to indicate 
elapsed time. 


Count-down. A timer 
that signals elapsed 
time from 11 hours 
59 min. 59 seconds to 
one second. 


MULTI ALARM 


24-hour alarm. Lets 
[ you know when it 's 
1 time with one minute 
of 5 second beeps. 


Back-up alarm. 

A spare reminder to 
signal that second 
appointment, call, 
or meeting. 


At the chime, the 
time will be ... When 
you needit, here's an 
every-hour-on-the- 
hour time signal. 


Indicators light up 
when one or more 

functions are in use; a beep signals the start and finish 
of each function. It’s foolproof. An invaluable timepiece 
for the man whose time is money — CITIZEN QUARTZ 
CRYSTRON LC MULTI ALARM. _ „ I] ir -, m _ 

©CITIZEN 


-PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 










BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

• 

Cameralines: "Kodak instant-print 
cameras are reduced from $33. 50 to 
$26. 50. Argus sound movie camera, 

5X and 8X zoom, with Chinon pro¬ 
jector, as a kit, reduced 25%." 

m 

Prentice's: "Citizen watches." 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


Proud's .- "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 


International Duty-Free : "OPUS 
blank cassette tapes - o0 minutes - 
for only 69* each. ” 


Miltons ; "The Seiko digital alarm 
chronograph for only $179. 95." 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 
+ > 



A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

(OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 


G°* 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+AB 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94, 50*PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 




The Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed 
accurate to within one second per month. 
Ultra-thinquartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu¬ 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. 


Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
of every watch (except for the battery) to 
ensure impeccable quality control and a 
superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
model you select, you get more than just a 
technologically advanced timepiece.You get 
the watch that's changing the world's 
standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 












NEW-CANDIDATE INTERVIEW; 

-Aafjes: 

GERRY AAFJES was born in Amster¬ 
dam in 1924. Unlike his two broth¬ 
ers and three sisters he wanted to 
leave school early and go to work. 

At age 14 he apprenticed himself 
to a landscaping and nursery firm, 
and attended "the tech" at nights 
and weekends to gain diplomas in 
this field. 

When he was 18, Germany swept 
over Holland, ai d Gerry found him¬ 
self conscripted into a forced labour 
factory, producing aircraft for the 
Germans, at Kassel. The area was 
bombed beginning in 1943, and 
Gerry still carries scars from phosphor- 
bomb bums on his legs. 

With help from the underground he 
escaped to a village in southern Ger¬ 
many, where he was hospitalised, 
looked after by friends, and finally 
given a pass to return to Holland. 

When the Allies invaded Europe, 
Gerry and a friend started walking 
through Belgium to the battlefront, 
joining the U. S. Army as interpre¬ 
ters three months after D-day. 

Gerry remained with the U. S. Army 
until 1948. He declined an offer to 
transfer to Japan, and returned to 
Holland. 

He found Holland too narrow¬ 
minded to suit him, and answered 
an Australian government advertise¬ 
ment for migrants. He was among 
the first wave of New Australians, 
arriving on a troopship in 1949. 

During his first year in Australia 
he worked on a station, doing land¬ 
scaping, killing sheep and milking 
cows. Then he headed for Sydney, 
where he looked for day gardening 
work. 

"All 1 had was a rake, " he says. 
"Not even a vehicle. ” 

He earned £3.10. a day doing 
gardening, and before long had five 
days a week of steady work. As 
additional work offered, he looked 
for customers who would provide 
him lunch, and soon had five days 
a week at £3.10. plus lunch. 

As word of his ability spread, and 
more customers appeared, he began 
hiring and supervising other men to 
do the work. The business grew until 
he had 22 employees, his own trucks 
to transport earth, stone and other 
materials, and his own sandstone 
quarry. 

He had moved to the French's Forest 
area when it had only a few houses, 
and as the area boomed with develop¬ 
ment Gerry's opportunities increased. 
As time went on he found that trans¬ 
port was the best part of his business. 


and concentrated on that. He built 
up to a fleet of 16 trucks and three 
backhoes. 

Always concerned about commun¬ 
ity matters, he had joined the Lions 
Club and became president of die 
French's Forest club in 1964. In that 
year a charter flight was organised 
for Lions Club presidents to fly to 
Norfolk Island - and that's when 
Gerry and his wife Nancy and their 
children started thinking that the 
Island is a very special place. 

As they visited Norfolk from time 
to time, conditions in Sydney were 
getting more difficult - more unions, 
more strikes, more headaches. And 
one day the Aafjes decided that if 
they sold the family business, they 
could retire to Norfolk. 

They found a beautiful property on 
Rooty Hill Road, with magnificent 
views out to Kingston and the sea. 

When they moved to the Island in 
1966, Gerry’s "household effects" in¬ 
cluded a truck and a 2010 bulldozer. 
His idea was to spend fulltime de¬ 
veloping and beautifying the property 
and gardens. "But it never eventuated, 
he says. 

The South Pacific Hotel was just 
beginning building, and was handi¬ 
capped because the only earthmov- 
ing equipment available belonged 
to the DCA. The builders pleaded 
with Gerry to work for them, and 
after years of being an office man, 
he found himself driving machines 
again. 

No sooner had the South Pacific 
job been done than the expansion 
of Hotel Norfolk from a guest house 
into a big hotel complex began - 
and Gerry kept on working. 

He says it turned out to be a good 
thing that he did. The sale price 
for their Sydney business had seem¬ 
ed like a very large amount of mon¬ 
ey at the time, but before long infla¬ 
tion began to take its toll, and Gerry 
says that he has no choice about work¬ 
ing if he wants to maintain the fam¬ 
ily's standard of living. 

Continuing his interest in Lions, 
he joined the club here and had a 
16-year record of lOCft attendance 
until he retired recently. 

He became a member of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Hospital Board about 
nine years ago, and has been its 
president for the past three terms. 

He is extremely proud of the pro¬ 
gress the hospital has made in re¬ 
cent years. Once in financial diffi¬ 
culty, it now is in reasonable condi¬ 
tion, with about $20, 000 of funds 
available. Systems for operating 
the hospital have been improved 
and Gerry says they are working well. 
The hospital buildings have been im¬ 


proved and modernised, with the last 
five rooms being re-done now. 

In his work for the hospital, Geny 
says he has tried his best to take the 
side of "the hospital and the public" - 
and on some occasions when this has 
seemed to be in conflict with the 
wishes of one or another Administra¬ 
tor, '1 just told them straight out”. 

His decision to stand for Council, 
he says, reflects a number of be¬ 
liefs on his part. He believes that 
Council has been seriously handi¬ 
capped in the past because it has 
had only advisory powers, but that 
before long "it can really start doing 
something". He feels that there 
has been a strong core of members 
in the Council in the past, and says 
"if I can strengthen that core, and 
add to what it's doing, that's what 
I'd like." 

He feels the airport must be up¬ 
graded to take medium-size jets - 
"and I tell you that's got nothing to 
do with the fact I'm a rock crusher. " 
He says tourism is essential if Nor¬ 
folk's economy is to survive, and 
that tourism may be in trouble un¬ 
less some economical aircraft can 
operate here, allowing more com¬ 
petitive fares. "The present fares 
are shocking, ” he says. 

Geny also finds working condi¬ 
tions unacceptable for some people 
on Norfolk, and feels maybe Coun¬ 
cil might be able to do something 
about that. In his own business he 
says he has always paid fair wages, 
and his men automatically get nor¬ 
mal holidays, workers compensa¬ 
tion and three weeks holiday pay. 

'People are entitled to decent 
wages and standards, " he says. "At 
the same time, I think people should 
be able to look at the pay they have 
in their hand, and say T earned 
• that’." 


NEW-CANDIDATE INTERVIEW; 

TONY Arnold: 

TONY ARNOLD will be 32 shortly. 

He was born in Edgware, outside Lon¬ 
don, and his family migrated to New 
Zealand when he was five years old. 

Tony was raised and educated there. 
He holds a diploma in business ad¬ 
ministration awarded by the N.Z. 
Institute of Management. 

He went to work for Nestle's, the 
giant international food company, 
first as a purchasing clerk, he was 
selected to be a marketing trainee 
and was then a marketing executive. 

He met his wife, Cherie, in New 
Zealand. She was born on Norfolk, 
but her family were living in New 
Zealand at the time. 
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After 44 years with Nestle's, Tony 
moved with Cherie to England, where 
he was again employed by Nestle’s. 
They lived there for a year and a half. 

Tony had visited Norfolk twice 
with Cherie, and on leaving England 
they decided to take a long break here 
on the way back to New Zealand. On 
the way home they took the opportun¬ 
ity to make the journey via a once-in - 
a-lifetime overland trip through Eur¬ 
ope and Asia. They arrived on Nor¬ 
folk five years ago, and never left 
Norfolk. After settling in Tony app¬ 
lied for and was appointed to a posi¬ 
tion as a clerk/cashier with the Ad¬ 
ministration. 

He has been active in community 
affairs. He was one of the leading 
members of the Younger Residents’ 
Movement. His voice and pleasant 
speaking manner are known to every¬ 
one on the Island because he is one 
of die regular announcers on radio 
VL2NI. Last year, when Council in¬ 
vited submissions on the Island's gov¬ 
ernmental and financial future, he 
privately presented a lengthy paper 
which Councillors regarded as one 
of the most articulate and detailed 
they received. 

The News asked whether he was 
willing to discuss a sensitive issue 
for any Administration employee 
running for Council - the possibil¬ 
ity of conflicts in loyalties, if Aust¬ 
ralia's interests and Norfolk’s inter¬ 
ests are not identical - and he said 
he was quite willing to talk about it. 

"As a matter of conscience, a 
Councillor ought to give his best 
efforts to performing the job that he 
was elected to perform, ” he said. 

’’It's hard to say what I would or 
wouldn't do in some particular fu¬ 
ture situation, but if I found myself 
on a line that was different to the 
Australian line. I'd pursue it as 
best I could. " 

Tony cited the example of the 
late Ab Bathie, who was a member 
of Council while he was employed 
by the Administration. "Ab and 
Mr. Pickerd (Administrator at the 
time) didn't agree on everything 
by any means. But as gentlemen 
do, they agreed to disagree. The 
next day Ab was not fired, and he 
didn’t say 'You can take your job..' 

”1 don't see why a Council dis¬ 
cussion can't be taken out of the 
work context. The work situation 
needn't affect the Council situa¬ 
tion. " 

Later on, Tony put the point 
more succinctly. "As an employee 
of the Administration, "he said, "I 
consider that I work for Norfolk 
Island - not for Australia, or the 
Minister, or the Administrator. 


That’s the first consideration. In 
Council, I would feel strongly that 
I had to do what was in Norfolk 
Island's interests - and I feel I 
would be able to put those interests 
first. " 

As a person who regards himself 
as a family man and likes to spend 
most of his free time with his wife 
and daughter, Tony talked out 
with Cherie the problem of the 
amount of time a Councillor has 
to spend on Council matters. He 
said they agreed that "if a person 
is doing something worth-while and 
in the community's interest, he de¬ 
serves the encouragement and sup¬ 
port and help of his wife. 

"His employer also ought to be 
happy to allow time to go to meet¬ 
ings, or maybe to make a trip away 
at an inconvenient time, " he add¬ 
ed. "Of course that applies not 
just to me, but to anyone." 

Had the Administration given 
any indication about its policy on 
this point, if an employee is elect¬ 
ed? "Nothing official has been 
said," Tony answered, "but my 
understanding is that the attitude 
would be fair. There is the pre¬ 
cedent of Ab Bathie, again. 

"There are daily chores that I 
have to complete in my work, " he 
went on. "If Council interfered 
with them, ! think I’d have to be 
prepared tc work extra time, or just 
get more done in the given time, to 
get the work completed." 

Tony said his decision to stand for 
Council had been prompted by a 
combination of things. A number 
of people had suggested that he 
should think about running. Because 
of his interest in the Island and its 
future, he.felt he would like to be 
involved in helping to shape that fu- 

"The view was also put to me that 
it would be a good thing if more 
young people were encouraged to 
stand, ” he said. "Some of the Coun¬ 
cillors are men who are in or approa¬ 
ching their later years, and they may 
wish to discontinue at some time. It 
would be good to see a crop of young 
people coming forward. 

"It seems a good idea to have 
some continuity on the Council. It 
takes time to become an effective 
Councillor. I feel I have abilities 
that would allow me to become a 
good one." 

Asked what those abilities are, 

Tony said he genuinely believed he 
was a modest person, and shied away 
from talking about his own merits, 
but as a candidate was willing to dis¬ 
cuss some. 

”1 think of myself as being approa¬ 


chable, ” he said. "If I should be 
elected I think I would be receptive 
to people who wanted to put a point 
of view to me. 

"Generally, I think I'm able to 
see two sides of an argument. Some¬ 
times I wish! could see things as be¬ 
ing black or white, but I can see 
black and white in most things. In 
a difference of opinion I like to 
weigh both sides, and understand 
both. 

"I think I have a certain intelli¬ 
gence. I'm not an intellectual 
or a super-brain, but I can listen, 
and I can be swayed by logical argu¬ 
ment. I can form decisions based 
on reason. 

"I have a certain ability to ex¬ 
press myself, in writing and verbally. 
In my work experience, there has 
been a need to communicate, and 
I think that's important for a Coun¬ 
cillor. 

"There's another one that I'm 
hesitant to mention, and if you 
write anything about it please be 
sensitive in how you pul it. To 
anyone not born or raised here there 
is a question - do 1 fit in here? Do 
I understand people here? Do 1 un¬ 
derstand their wants and ideals - 
and do they understand mine? Any¬ 
one offering for Council must feel 
some acceptability, or they 
wouldn't run. I hope I am, or am 
on the way to becoming, accepted 
as one of the people here. 

"I have made my home here. 

We plan to bring up our children 
here - and I care about Norfolk's 
future." 


NEW-CANDIDATE INTERVIEW; 

“ Hitch: 

GIL HITCH has been involved in 
the governing of Australian terri¬ 
tories for more than 25 years. 

He was bom in Perth in 1928 and 
went to Scotch College there and 
to Trinity Grammar School in Syd¬ 
ney. Then he served for two years 
as a signalman in the Royal Aust¬ 
ralian Navy. 

After military service he did a 
two-year course at the Teacher 
Training College in Western Aust¬ 
ralia, qualifying as a teacher. 

But instead of going into teach¬ 
ing he became a member of the 
Northern Territory Administration. 
He started out as a clerk there, 
was Aeting Municipal Officer in 
Darwin just before it was declared 
a city, and then went to the Lands 
Branch. 

In 1964 he moved to Canberra 
with the Department of Territor- 
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ies. Paul Hasluck, later Governor- 
General, was the responsible Min¬ 
ister at the time. Gil spent seven 
years there, in the course of which 
he handled government, justice 
and legislation matters for various 
territories. That M&s when he first 
came into contact with Norfolk. 

In 1970-he was posted to Norfolk 
as Official Secretary and Deputy 
Administrator. 

After Papua New Guinea achiev¬ 
ed its independence, Australia's 
territories administration work 
dropped to a fraction of its former 
volume, and the three small re¬ 
maining territories entered a per¬ 
iod of being shifted from one de¬ 
partment to another as governments 
and theories changed. The outlook 
for Commonweal* public servants 
in the field was an uncertain one. 
and late in 1973 Gil resigned and 
applied for the position of Revenue 
Manager in the Norfolk Island Pub¬ 
lic Service. 

He was appointed to the position. 
At about the same time he and 
Mavis, a lovely Islander, were 
married. 

He felt that his experience in 
so many fields that are related to 
Norfolk's governmental situation 
gave him unusual qualifications 
as a candidate for Council, and 


when friends said they would like 
to nominate him he agreed to run. 

Gil is a man of many ideas, and 
an individualist. He is disinclined 
to press his views on others but puts 
them forcefully when he thinks he 
should. 

He was pleased by Mr. Ellicott's 
announcement that Australia "is pre¬ 
pared, over a period, to move to¬ 
wards a substantial measure of self 
government for the Island. " 

"That’s encouraging, " says Gil. 

"Australia formerly had the abil¬ 
ity, through its Department of Terri¬ 
tories, to meet the governmental 
needs of Norfolk Island sufficiently 
well. It doesn’t have that ability 
to the same degree now. 

"There is a vacuum, " he says, 
"which can best be filled on Nor¬ 
folk Island - to the benefit of both 
the Island and Australia." 

He thinks Council’s first move 
now should be to "adopt an aim, 

"thd state it. ** 

His own idea of a sensible aim 
would be for Council to state that 
it wants to "undertake the fullest 
responsibility for the Island's affairs 
that the Legislative Assembly is 
capable of handling. If this should 
lead to any degree of independence 
from Australia, with the blessings 
of both the people of Norfolk Island 


and the Australian Government, I 
don't see there would be any harm 
in it." 

He is equally assertive about the 
benefits of fishing and minerals in 
the 200-mile economic zone that is 
soon -expected to be proclaimed 
around Norfolk. "I think Norfolk 
ought to state its absolute claim to 
those benefits right now," he says, 
"and stick to it as a matter of prin¬ 
ciple. 

"When you get to the problem 
of policing those rights. Norfolk 
may find that a navy is necessary - 
and at that point it should probably 
start negotiating to exchange some 
fair percentage of the benefits in 
return for having them policed and 
supervised." 

The drafting of legislation for 
Norfolk has been a problem in the 
past and will be one of the most 
difficult problems in the future, he 
thinks. He cites the much-needed 
new Liquor Ordinance, which has 
taken years to prepare and still has 
not become law, as an example. 

"Where a right isn't able to be 
exercised properly," he says, " the 
continuation of that right becomes 
open to question." 

But he doesn't think the drafting 
of laws will be easy for Norfolk. 

"If Australia couldn't draft and 
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make the legislation we needed, 
how are we going to do it?" he asks. 

He learned during his years in 
Canberra that legal drafting is an 
intricate job requiring meticulous 
care. Norfolk's Building Ordinance 
is an example of what happens when 
a law is drafted quickly because it 
is wanted quickly. "Have you ever 
read it carefully?" he asks. "It 
clearly states something on one page, 
and clearly states the opposite, on 
another page." 

Gil says he doesn’t see any con¬ 
flict of interest that would be creat¬ 
ed if an Administration officer were 
sitting on Council. "Not unless he 
expected to be getting a position on. 
the staff of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment representative here, ” he adds. 
"But I imagine those people will be 
Australian public servants, which 
seems logical." 

Does he see any problems rising 
out of the fact that Australia may 
not have much confidence in Nor¬ 
folk's ability to run its own affairs - 
as was the case for a long time 
with Papua New Guinea? "Nauru is 
more comparable to Norfolk in size 
and isolation, " Gil answered, "and 
the capabilities of the Nauruans 
were doubted even more than the 
Papua New Guineans. But the Nau¬ 
ruans insisted, and they were success¬ 
ful in getting what .they set out to 
achieve. 

"But I don’t think either PNG or 


Letter to the editor 

Sydney High School, 
Moore Park, 

June 16, 1978 SURRY HILLS. 2010 
The Editor. 

Norfolk Island News, 

NORFOLK ISLAND. 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you, people of Norfolk, for 
welcoming our boys, helping them, 
befriending them, and giving them 
such a memorable time. Some are 
already saving up for a return visit! 
Our boys, die products of "lonely", 
competitive Sydney, were quite 
amazed at the generosity and friend¬ 
ship of all the Island people. These 
fresh insights into human behaviour 
are probably far more important than 
the considerable amount of history 
they absorb. 

The trip will officially conclude on 
July 27 when a Norfolk Night will . 
be held in the History Room at 
Sydney High School. Slides, mov¬ 
ies and projects will.nostagicallyi re¬ 
kindle the memories of this great 
experience. 

Yours faithfully, 

BRIAN HODGE 
BROOK EMERY 


Nauru is necessarily good for com¬ 
parison with Norfolk Island. Both 
had a big and efficient department 
concerned exclusively with dealing 
with territories. The organisation 
in Australia now is not as effective 
as the Department of Territories was. 
The Department of Territories had 
years of experience behind it when 
Nauruan and Papua New Guinea ad¬ 
vancement were being considered. 

"There is no place I know of that 
offers a close comparison with Nor¬ 
folk's situation just now - but this 
is the usual situation with any Nor¬ 
folk Island matter." 

Gil is concerned about the conse¬ 
quences of change, which he thinks 
•are Norfolk's- biggest problem and 
which he feels need more accurate 
and sensitive analysis: He is espe¬ 
cially concerned about the role of 
Pitcairners on the Island. "Norfolk 
Island without Norfolk Islanders 
would not be Norfolk Island, ” he 
says. "To some extent the same 
applies if we lose the green parrot, 
or if Phillip Island continues dis¬ 
solving in the rain. 

"There are changes occurring in 
the population-, in the flora and 
fauna, in the geography. In expand¬ 
ing the air strip, for example - has 
anyone worked out where die mater¬ 
ial would be obtained for the im¬ 
provements the Department of Trans¬ 
port was thinking about several years 
ago? What about the land that was 
acquired around 1972 to extend the 
airfield? It seems to have been done 
without sufficient examination of 
needs and changing requirements. " 


COMMENT FROM NEW CANDIDATE 

bryan Nunn: 

BRYAN NUNN, 58, was born in Eng¬ 
land. He holds a masters degree in 
economics from Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity. 

His business career started in per¬ 
sonal management, and he became 
director of personnel of a supermarket 
company which had 3, 000 employees 
and annual turnover of $16, 000, 000. 
At age 43 he was appointed manag¬ 
ing director of the company. 

He became a director of various 
subsidiary companies and of the trust 
company that controlled the group. 

He was for a time treasurer of Eng¬ 
land's National Association of Multi¬ 
ple Grocers, and was appointed to 
various advisory committees to the 
government on matters related to the 
food trade. 

Seven years ago he decided to 
leave England and settle in Norfolk. 
His reason, he says, was "basically 
a sense of disillusionment with life 


in the commercial scene in the U. K." 
He wanted to return to a smaller 
community "where the individual 
had dignity and mattered most .in 
community life. 

"My first interest was in the wel¬ 
fare of people, " he says, "and it 
has been my lasting interest. " 

He is president of the Council of 
Youth on Norfolk, and volunteers 
as supervisor of commercial and 
economic studies at the Norfolk 
school. He was president of Nor¬ 
folk Rotary for a term. % 

Reluctant to be interviewed be¬ 
cause of unhappy past experiences 
of being misquoted by the press dur¬ 
ing his career in England, he was 
nonetheless willing to talk at length 
over the phone about his ideas on 
Norfolk's future governrhent. The 
News asked him if he would be will¬ 
ing to put some of his ideas on pa¬ 
per, and he did. What follows is 
excerpted from the material he pre¬ 
pared. 

"I believe that the role of die in¬ 
coming Council for the next 12 
months will be l.To ensure the smooth 
transition from a basically Canberra 
oriented internal government of the 
Island to a Norfolk Island controlled 
internal government. 2. To ensure 
that what is done and agreed cannot 
be undone by a change of Minister 
nor of Government in the Common¬ 
wealth. 

"It is vital that any Legislative 
Assembly, responsible for the finances 
of the Island, should have regular 
access to accurate figures of how the 
finances, both Revenue and Expendi¬ 
ture, are running against Budget. A 
simple form of Budgetary Control must 
be instituted. This is not difficult, 
and will remove the possibility of 
hasty decisions being taken on inaccu¬ 
rate information, which can only lead 
to bad government. Areas of expendi¬ 
ture which remain under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Commonwealth, but for 
which the Island must furnish the fi - 
nance, will need careful considera¬ 
tion and negotiation. 

"It is important to realise that a 
Legislative Assembly will not run the 
day to day matters of the Island. 

True, they will set policies and prin¬ 
ciples, but, as a Government needs 
its Civil Service, so the Assembly 
will need a competent Administra¬ 
tion. I would hope, certainly long 
term, that the whole of this will 
come from within the Island, even 
if, for a time we have to bring in 
some expertise at the very top which 
has had a wide experience in Muni¬ 
cipal or Shire government. 

"I believe that the Pitcairn De¬ 
scendants have influenced greatly 
the lifestyle of the Island, which so 
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many mainlanders seek to join. 

Thus. I wish to see their influence 
maintained and, with it. the right 
?o regard the Island as their home¬ 
land. However. I would ask them 
to decide amongst themselves 'who 
has the right to be regarded as a 
Pitcairn descendant and so the right 
to return to their homeland when 
they wish*. That must be in their 
interest, for, without it, no immi¬ 
gration policy can exist. I believe 
that the immigration of other 
people to the Island must be gear¬ 
ed to the Island's needs, not just in 
quantity but equally in how they 
are to contribute to the life of the 
Island. 

"We need all types to create a 
balanced population, but, again, 
it must be geared within the con¬ 
text of what is already available 
on the Island. A mere 'first come - 
first served’ policy could lead to a 
very unbalanced population. 

"1 believe the Island can and must, 
for the foreseeable future, continue 
to base its economy largely upon 
tourism. It is a viable economy 
and preferable to those other small 
island economies based on an agri¬ 
cultural product like sugar or copra, 
or mineral product like copper or 
phosphates. 

"These suffer from great problems 
with the violent changes in world 
market prices for these products. 
Tourism is only affected by world 
conditions of recession or boom, 
against which no economy is secure. 

"But we must look after our tourist 
industry. 

"Don't imagine that this only puts 
■ loney into the pockets of those di¬ 
rectly engaged in the industry. 

"It both contributes in no small 
way to the direct revenue of die 
island and it generates income 
throughout the Island and to every¬ 
one working on the Island. 

"It will be the duty of the incom¬ 
ing Council to lay the foundations 
of a just Social Security system link¬ 
ed to the Island's needs. Any form 
of 'cap in hand' or charity type of 
Social Security is against die whole 
way of life of the Island. Anybody 
who, through no fault of their own, 
becomes in need, should expect, 
under law, that they are entitled 
to help from the community. But 
this does not justify a system of So¬ 
cial Security Laws which allow 
people who have no need to be sup¬ 
ported by die community. 

"As to taxation, 1 do not believe 
that one starts by seeing how much 
revenue one can raise and then de¬ 
cides how to spend it. What taxa¬ 


tion, either direct or indirect, will 
be needed by the Island will depend 
upon how expensive a life-style 
the people wish to adopt. Indirect 
taxation such as tariffs, licencing 
fees and the like, can only be used 
so far. They bit everyone equally 
regardless of their ability to pay. 
They also suffer from the law of 
diminishing returns, whereby you 
reach a point where people cease 
to buy the goods because tariffs 
have made them too dear, or cease 
to own things which cost too much 
in indirect taxation. At that point 
you can only turn to those of the 
community who can afford to pay. 

I see no reason at the moment to be¬ 
lieve that personal taxation is im¬ 
minent. The future is up to us. 

But let us start first by seeing what 
we need to spend and then afterwards 
what is necessary to raise the required 
finance, and by what means it is 
fairest and just to all concerned to 
raise that finance." 


COMMENT FROM NEW CANDIDATE 

ned Lenthall: 


NED LENTHALL declined to com¬ 
plete the News questionnaire, "on 
the basis of its lack of relevance 
to the matter before the elector¬ 
ate, namely the election of the 
9th Advisory Council." 

However he did make comment 
on a number of the issues raised 
in the questionnaire. 

Ned was born in Sydney and was 
educated at Beecroft public school 
and Sydney Grammar School. 

A commissioned officer in the 
Australian Navy during World War 
II, he was on loan to the Royal 
Navy for two years and served in 
the Atlantic, the North Sea, the 
English Channel, the Mediterran¬ 
ean, the Pacific and the Bay of 
Bengal. 

As assistant secretary of Austra¬ 
lia's Federal Chamber of Automo¬ 
tive Industries after the war he did 
a great deal of negotiating with 
federal and state governments. He 
had a varied career as a business 
executive in fields including man¬ 
ufacturing design and import-ex¬ 
port. 

Politically he sees himself as a 
Royalist. 

Ned's comment on the points in 
die News questionnaire included 
the following; 

"Finance. I would hope that the 
Assembly on taking office would 


immediately prepare a budget and 
adopt a schedule of works which 
would result in a surplus at the end 
of the first twelve months and then 
ad infinitum; the reserve of funds 
thus created to be used as a hedge 
against lean times or other approv¬ 
ed purposes. But first it has to be 
established without doubt that an 
Assembly, on present income is a 
viable proposition. Not being clair¬ 
voyant, I will leave further surmise 
to you. 

"Immigration. There is appar¬ 
ently an Ordinance in the pipeline 
which covers matters raised by you. 
This was a result of a previous 
Council's deliberations. Not having 
studied it and believing it will be 
LAW when finally approved, draft¬ 
ed and promulgated, I must leave 
this matter with you. 

"200 Mile Economic Zone. I am 
not aware that Norfolk Island was 
involved in die Law of the Sea 
Conference or even invited to at¬ 
tend in any capacity. It would ap¬ 
pear therefore, that other nations 
have no regard for our status in 
this matter. A factual assessment 
would be that whoever administers 
such an area and provides costly 
surveillance which calls for logis¬ 
tics, without doubt beyond the pres¬ 
ent financial resources of Norfolk 
Island, would reap the benefit. 
However, this is not to say that the 
matter is beyond negotiation with 
the Commonwealth. This is an im¬ 
ponderable at this time..." 

"No one knows what would be the 
best population in five years. 

"The cattle matter is, I understand, 
already with Canberra. 

"What could we do for the South 
Pacific Commission besides paying 
Membership Fees of several thous¬ 
and dollars? I am not aware of any 
urgent approaches from any South 
Pacific island to bring us into the 
fold for mutual benefit. Who needs 
them? 

"I believe in full employment and 
.. .1 don't believe in mucking about 
with established patterns or salary 
structures. Could be 100 families 
involved in Administration alone. 
Would you be prepared to accept 
the onerous responsibility for inter¬ 
fering with the lives of these people 
and their families? Would anyone? 

Of course not. Why raise the point? 
How about looking fairly and square¬ 
ly at all sections of the 'Establish¬ 
ment'? Private too. 

"... please be assured that my 
personal efforts will continue to be 
unselfishly applied for the general 
benefit of Norfolk Island. * 
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Norfolk 

WALKING INTO Duncan Sanderson's 
"Norfolk Souvenirs" is a delightful 
experience. Hidden away from the 
main road among frangipani, hibis¬ 
cus, passionfruit vines growing up 
a large pergola, redleaf, match-me, 
poinsettia and other tropical flowers, 
his shop sets a standard very suitable 
for Norfolk conditions and in its res¬ 
trait and use of timber is very attract¬ 
ive. Modelled after the "Internation¬ 
al Market" in Honolulu, it is filled 
with interesting items from many 
places around the world. Duncan 
encourages local artists and crafts¬ 
men and offers an outlet for their 
talents. A number of Norfolk Island¬ 
ers have things on display for sale 
here. 

Born in England, Duncan came to 
Norfolk when he was 19. His family 
lived in Geelong, Victoria after 
leaving England. Roy Sanderson, 
Duncan's father, came over here or¬ 
iginally to see if there was a need 
for a pharmacy. Realising that Nor - 
f oik needed a chemist's shop, he 
brought the family here fifteen years 
ago. "Roy's" on Taylors Road is 



Hearty beef stew 

(an all-time favourite - quickly 
prepared). 

2 lbs (1kg) chuck steak 
cut into 1 inch (2.5cm) cubes 
5 carrots, sliced 

2 onions, cut in quarters 

3 celery stalks, sliced 

1 large can of tomatoes 
V 2 cup quick-cooking tapioca 

1 whole clove (or pinch ground 
cloves) 

2 bayleaves 

salt and pepper to taste 
Trim all fat from meat. Put all the 
ingredients in your CROCK-POT. 
Mix thoroughly. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 12 hours, HIGH 5-6 hours. 
COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT - 
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where this shop started. Duncan was 
educated at the famous Geelong Gram¬ 
mar School south of Melbourne. When 
he first arrived Duncan tried his hand 
in a bit of everything before he open¬ 
ed a sports store. He then went into 
earthmoving when he sold the shop. 

He had front-end loaders and back- 
hoes. He also owned a single-engined 
power boat called "Manana" which he 
used to work the oil tankers that call 
into Norfolk. He also enjoyed fish¬ 
ing from the boat. The idea of hav¬ 
ing a shop which featured Norfolk lo- 
c al talent has been one that he has 
thought about for several years. 

"Norfolk Souvenirs" is cleverly 
built of local Norfolk pine. It has a 
rough-hewn look, big chunky tables, 
huge beams, very woody and fragrant. 
Almost has a pine forest smell - all 
very cleverly done. Grahame Wool- 
ey was the builder and Duncan assist¬ 
ed him. The two of them got the 
place up and ready for business in 
six weeks - quite miraculous, really. 

"Tourists coming over now are 
more cost conscious than they used 
to be, " says Duncan. Obvious ly he 
is aware of this trend as his prices all 
seem unusually reasonable and fair. 

His overhead is low as he doesn't 
employ anyone to help him and the 
shop is built on family land. He 
hopes eventually to expand the prem- 

" People generally come in and 
browse first and then come back to 
buy. Almost anything made on Nor¬ 
folk or about Norfolk Island sells 
very well." Norfolk books sell es¬ 
pecially well but the most popular 
items are jewellery of all kinds, 
with the exception of one of the 
shop's intriguing items, perfumed 
pens! 

When planning the shop and try¬ 
ing to find suppliers Duncan spent 
$15-$18 per week on stamps. He 
wrote to people all over the world. 

Most of his things come from Hawaii, 
Thailand, Taiwan, Singapore, Aust¬ 
ralia, New Zealand, Japan and, of 
course, Norfolk Island. He would 
like to see many more people send 
things in from the island - "The 
field is wide open, " he says. Most 


LIVING 


suppliers send sample orders, cata¬ 
logues or photographs to choose mer¬ 
chandise from. Of particular inter¬ 
est will be a shipment of rubies from 
Thailand which is on the way. The 
wholesaler of these and the sapphires 
he has was recommended by a jewel¬ 
ler in Australia. Duncan has met 
several of his suppliers personally 
either here on Norfolk or in Austral¬ 
ia. 

Local work shown at "Norfolk 
Souvenirs" is done by two islanders 
and two mainlanders. Paintings of 
Norfolk scenes, cards of Norfolk 
shells, and Norfolk shell work, 
children's clothing (tank tops, tee 
shirts, shorts, dresses), stuffed ani¬ 
mals and Norfolk pine poker work 
are at present included in the range 
of locally made items. 

Other things included in the range 
of goods sold are Norfolk stamps 
ranging from the 1947 first issue. 
Italian crystal, opals, shell jewell¬ 
ery, emeralds, shell work from Hon¬ 
olulu, Taiwan and the Phillipines, 
black and coloured coral necklaces, 
bracelets, earrings, yellow and 
green jade from Taiwan, Cloisonne, 
agate, onyx, amber, tiger eye, 
jewellery and gold and silver plated 
shells from Australia and Taiwan, 
mother-of-pearl jewellery and gold- 
plated leaves made into jewellery. 

As a sideline, Duncan hopes to 
get into making up and selling bar- 
beque tables to local residents. If 
these are as nice as the ones on the 
verandah of his shop, everyone will 
want one. They are made with 
treated timber - not tanalised as 
this is a bit dangerous for barbeque 
tables. 

Duncan lives on Mission Road 
with his wife Mollie (nee Quintal) 
and two sons, Brett (9) and Miles (5). 

Duncan would like to see more 
people painting and doing crafts on 
the island. "There is no shortage of 
talent on Norfolk. The biggest prob¬ 
lem here is that everyone has a good 
job and no time to pursue those tal¬ 
ents, ” he says. 

Duncan loves reading penny 
dreadfuls, and loves the sea. He 
is on the committee of the Chamber 
of Commerce and definitely is op¬ 
timistic about Norfolk's future. 

"It's so easy to live here, " said 
Duncan as the rain pelted hard on 
the roof. 
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EVEN IF Winter's fingers do not have 
such an icy touch on Norfolk it is 
still comforting to have some good 
warming dishes so here are a couple 
which bring cheer and variety to the 
family table. 

MEATBALLS WITH EGG LEMON 
SAUCE 

1 lb. lean minced beef 
1 small onion chopped 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh mint 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 

1 tablespoon cooked rice 

2 cloves garlic 

li cups beef stock (made with cubes) 

1 cup water 

2 egg yolks 
juice of 1 lemon 

Mix beef, onion, mint, parsley, 
crushed garlic and rice. Season with 
salt and pepper and add \ cup beef 
stock. Mix well and form into balls 
the size of a walnut. Bring remain¬ 


ing stock and water to the boil and 
drop in meatballs. Simmer for 15 
minutes. 

Beat egg yolks, add lemon juice. 
Slowly add some of the hot stock. 
beating constantly. Stir egg yolk 
mixture into remaining stock, cover 
and let stand for five minutes. Cover 
meatballs and serve hot on rice or 
macaroni. 

SHRIMP CHEESE DELIGHT 
8 oz. can of shrimps 
1 can condensed cream of mushroom 
soup 

6 oz. cooked rice 
3 oz. grated cheese 
a little tomato sauce 
fried split almonds for garnish 
Mix together shrimps, soup, rice, 
grated cheese and a little tomato 
sauce. Bake in an ovenproof dish 
for i hour at 350 degrees. Pile on 
to a hot dish, garnish with almonds. 
Nice served with buttered asparagus 
tips. Serves 4. 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
1 SUPPOSE most of us follow cyclic 
patterns in most things we do and 


this is certainly true of my wine 
drinking where, for months. I seem 
to be looking for something new and 
different and, generally, of above 
average price. Then, suddenly, a 
bottle in the lower cost bracket cat¬ 
ches the eye and I realise not all 
good things are expensive. 

So here are a few value-for-money 
wines currently available from the 
Bond. 

Among whites Lindeman's Ben Ean 
Moselle has a tremendous following. 

It is skilfully blended to maintain 
year after year consistency and cer¬ 
tainly worth $2.15. 

But there are some very good varie¬ 
tals and for sheer value it must be 
hard to beat McWilliams Lexia at 
$1. 90. With its full fruitiness we 
find it most enjoyable with Asian 
foods. 

Kaiser Stuhl's two individual 
vineyard Rhine Reislings offer dis¬ 
tinct styles from the same grape var¬ 
iety. The green ribbon label is a 
crisp dry wine while beneath the 
gold ribbon lies a very pleasant 
sweet Spatlese style. Both good 
value (S' $2.45. 

From Quelltaler come three 
above average whites in their Rhine 
Reisling ($2.45), White Burgundy 
($2.40) and an unusually good Mos¬ 
elle ($2.25)._ 




What an expert says about the Crock-Rot* 

ttlhere are 
several reasons 
why I think the 
Crock-Pot is the 
best slow cooker 
there is. 

First of all, it 
has a wrap-around 

heating element wt 
the cooking bowl to give a slow, 
steady heat So meals cook gently 
and evenly to keep food looking as 
good as it will taste. Next there is 
the Crock-Pot’s direct temperature 
““*“1 which gives constant heat.,. 
e secret of good, slow cooking 
Jthe finish of the cooking bowl 
s important It has a marvellous 
rich glaze which makes it an 
attractive serving dish to take to 
the table, and it's so easy to 
clean. When you choose a Crock-Pot 
slow cooker you discover for yourself 
how wonderful food can taste.^ available in taylors road at a big discount from 

FETE’S PUCE 
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THERE WAS lots of activity last 
month, with the highlight being 
Bounty week. 

On the Monday of the Queen's 
Birthday weekend, a very success¬ 
ful day was organised by the A&H 
Society for their one-day-event 
out at Simons Water. As in every 
case for any gathering this month, 
the ground was very damp and sod- 
den but nevertheless everyone car¬ 
ried on as though nothing was going 
to stop them. The horses managed 
exceptionally well and were expert¬ 
ly handled. It was nice to have 
some of the Tauranga Pony Club 
members here for this event. Some 
of the successful riders were Kay 
Wood on 'Jane Eyre', Jo Wiltshier 
on 'Paprika', Dianne Spencer (NZ) 
on 'Kylie', Trevor Calder on 'Mick¬ 
ey', Lynda Wood,on 'Blue Ribbons’. 
Peter Pickering (NZ) on 'Thunder', 
Fiona Adams on 'Just Sam' and 
Cheryl Deadman on 'Fascination'. 
Trevor Calder won the Simon's 
Water Trophy presented by Bernie 
Christian-Bailey for the cross-coun¬ 
try-event. Rotary put on their usual 
very nice B. B.Q, and everyone pres¬ 
ent had a very enjoyable day. 

The following day, Tuesday 6th 
June, saw the arrival of his Excell¬ 
ency. Sir Zelman Cowan and Lady 
Cowan by V, I. P. aircraft at 5.30pm 
just before one of our very heavy 
downpours. Early Wednesday morn¬ 
ing was fine so His Excellency was 
able to.go out fishing before setting 
out on the day's itinerary. On the 
list was a visit to the school then to 
St. Barnabas Chapel and then back 
to town and a stroll along Taylors 
Road, Burnt Pine, to see some of 
the shops. Lady Cowan was delight¬ 
ed with what she saw in the shops 
and made some purchases. After 
lunch i t was a tour of the Island, a 
visit to the hospital where they were 
able to meet some of the senior citi- 
zens-at their Senior Citizens Social 
and (hen on to 'Moira' for afternoon 
tea. 

Bounty Day was off to a miserable 
start with a very heavy rain falling. 
Unfortunately the re-enactment of 
the landing of the Pitcairners was 
postponed till 3pm, but in the mean¬ 
time the weather miraculously clear¬ 
ed up so the picnic could be held 
in the Compound. Everything look¬ 
ed so clear and clean after all the 
rain and the day proved to be per¬ 


fect. with a large crowd gathering 
for the picnic and as usual a fabu¬ 
lous array of food with sucking pigs, 
pilhis, muddas and pies of every 
conceivable size and flavour. 

The re-enactment saw many of 
the Islanders dressed in their period 
costumes for the arrival from Pit¬ 
cairn Island . Among these were 
Greg and Joy Quintal, Kik Quintal, 
Sylvia Nobbs, Edie Randall, Beattie 
Bigg, Ken Nobbs, Pumbles Wother- 
spoon, Leon Evans, Pelley Evans, 
Fanny Christian, Culla Graham, 
Peter Evans, Chilla Buffett, Spindles 
Menghetti, Brenda Bates, Dolly 
Christian, Edie Christian, Gavin 
Snell and Michele McCoy. That 
evening many gathered at Rawson 
Hall for the Bounty Ball, with quite 
a few young ones doing very well in 
the old time waltz competition. 
Grant Kenny and Robyn Burrell re¬ 
ceived congratulations from Sir 
Zelman Cowan and Bonnie and Kik 
Quintal were this year's winners. 

Friday morning saw Their Excell¬ 
encies departing with a Guard of 
Honour of our ex-servicemen and 
women to farewell their party. 

Lady Cowan was dressed impecc¬ 
ably, mostly in very smart suits 
and sometimes wearing an off-the- 
face style hat. By all accounts, 
they both thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit to Norfolk for Anniversary Day 
celebrations and hopefully they will 
be back again whilst still in their 
term of office. 

Radio VL2N1 turned on a very 
successful and entertaining show 
with their Chicken and Champagne 
Caberet evening held at Rawson Hall. 
Throughout Bounty Week, the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce was running a 
lucky shopper contest and the win¬ 
ner was drawn that evening. The 
winner was a tourist from New Zeal¬ 
and who had departed that morning. 
Among some of die artists appear¬ 
ing in tfie Caberet were Lorraine 
Hayde, Peter Guile, Malcolm Sand- 
strom, Tony Arnold, Cathy Le Cren 
and Cindy Clark, plus George and 
Dennis Smith and Phil Billman as 
the band. 

The Fancy Dress Frolic was fun 
for all the children who came dress¬ 
ed in some realiy ingenious outfits. 
The mothers certainly go to no end 
of trouble and detail in these events. 
Jodie and Shaun Williams were a 
delightful pair as marching girl and 


drummer boy. David Bigg as baker 
man, Cindy Douran as Mary, Mary, 
Quite Contrary, Kylie Ryan and 
Bridget Fitzpatrick as bride and 
groom and Elaisha Buffett as Red 
Cross nurse and Chris and Gregory 
Magri as pirates. 

Bounty week celebrations saw 
the end with a parade of floats 
organised by the Lions Club in con¬ 
junction with the Rotary Village 
Fair being held in the grounds of 
Rawson Hall. The Girl Guides won 
with their very well presented float - 
other floats were Burns Philp, Golf 
Club, Maries Tours and Norfolk 
Island Airlines. The Village Fair 
was a great success both for the 
community and financially. 

Lions had their change-over at 
the Norfolk Hotel and since that 
evening outgoing President and in¬ 
coming President and their wives, 
Gary and Eileen Richards and Cec 
and Nancy Bunker, plus Ian and 
Joan Kenny, have gone to Tokyo for 
a Lions Conference. Rotary have 
their change-over at the end of the 
month at the Castaway hotel with 
Hugh Lambie stepping down as Presi¬ 
dent and Gordon Maskill-Smith tak¬ 
ing office. 

Again this month there are more 
leaving us for overseas holidays. 

Borry and Joy Evans are off to Hon¬ 
olulu and Canada and Duncan and 
Morgan will join them in Honolulu 
for their vacations. Jack and Lorna 
Richardson are off to honolulu for a 
three week break where the weather 
will be fabulous, with plenty of sun 
for the beach and nice and warm. 
Freddie and Maurge Jowett are leaving 
for a couple of months to go back to 
Europe and then to Scotland to see 
the Edinburgh Tattoo. On the way 
they are going to Cocos Keeling Isl¬ 
and to stay with Potts and Vanda 
Buffett and accompanying them will 
be Dean Fitzpatrick who is going 
over to stay with 'Chiko'. 

Connie and Arthur Maxwell had 
the pleasure of Andrew, their eldest 
son, coming home to celebrate his 
21st birthday at the Hillcrest and 
his grandmother (Mrs. Maxwell) 
coming over from New Zealand. 

Both Arthur and Connie made and 
decorated his birthday eake and all 
present had a most enjoyable even¬ 
ing. 

The other 21st birthday was that 
of Terrence Grube, eldest son of 
Bruno and Yvonne Grube, who also 
had come home to celebrate this 
happy occasion. For Terrence, this 
was a double celebration as he an¬ 
nounced his engagement to Lynn 
McCowan, daughter of Ian and 
Prim McCowan, Congratulations! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS . 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

; • MA SPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

■ •HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 








Norfolk’s Mysterious Hotel 


COUNCIL HAS "APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE" A NEW LUXURY HOTEL. BUT WHO 
WILL OWN IT. WHO WILL STAY THERE, HOW THEY’LL GET HERE AND WhY 
APPROVAL WAS RUSHED THROUGH ARE ALL MYSTERIES. PAGE 3 


A Remarkable Election 


IT WAS AS GOOD AS A REFERENDUM - NORFOLK’S COUNCIL ELECTION 
SAID THAT THE VAST MAJORITY WANT THE ISLAND TO REMAIN DISTINCT. 
RESULTS IN DETAIL. FOR THE BEANSHED AND RAWSON hALL. PAGE 5 


The Lucky l$land 


NORFOLK HAD A CASH SURPLUS LAST FINANCIAL YEAR, UNLIKE 
MOST PLACES IN THE WORLD. CHARTS SHOW THE 10-YEAR TREND. 

PAGE 6 


Refreshing Prof. Gates 


THE EXPERT WHO WILL CONDUCT NORFOLK’S ECONOMIC STUDY HAS 
SOME WELCOME IDEAS ABOUT WHAT LOCAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE. 

PAGE 25 


The ‘Missing Letter’ Legend 

AN OLD "MINUTE BOOK" REPORTED IN NEW ZEALAND ADDS A NEW 
ENIGMA TO THE COLOURFUL HISTORY OF THE PITCAIRNERS’ RIGHT 
TO NORFOLK ISLAND. PAGE 30 


PLUS: 


1 CR. BLUCHER’S POINTED INAUGURAL ADDRESS... .NEW LEADERS IN ThE PACIFIC ISLANDS..... 
NEWS FROM THE OTHER ISLANDS.... A TALK WITH BILLIE WARD.... HELEN PAYNE’S RECIPES 
. GOOD NORFOLK WINES "IN BOND".... "LETTER FROM HOME” WITH NEWS OF PEOPLE HERE. 
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Portable Echo Sounders 

MODELS FG-11 MARK-3 and FG-200 MARK-3 


FEATURES 



* "Light Trap" flasher dial permitting easy 
readouts in bright place 

* Optional changeover for flasher only or for 
dual indication of flasher and recorder 

* Compact and handy design yet giving big 
expensive sounder's performance 

* "White line" operation 

* Fully silicon transistorized 

* Reliable pulse generation by means of 
magnetic keying 

* Zero line adjuster 

* Reliable both in pleasure craft and com¬ 
mercial fishing boats 



X nter n a t S onaI DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 









A SUGGESTION has been put to 
Council by Norfolk resident Ken 
Cochrane that the Island might 
issue its own coins. 

The idea looks like a real win¬ 
ner, from every standpoint. 

The Administrator has written to 
Canberra to learn whether the Aust¬ 
ralian Treasury may have objections. 
If the Commonwealth does see some 
snags in the idea we hope there will 
be a genuine and enthusiastic effort 
to overcome them. 

There are substantial financial 
advantages in the proposal for Nor¬ 
folk. 

But even if Norfolk coins earned 
the Island nothing, and simply paid 
their own cost, they would be an 
outstanding benefit. 

Psychologically, people believe 
money almost more than anything 
else. Separate and distinct coins of 
Norfolk Island would help people in 
Australia, as well as visitors here, 
realise instantly that there is some¬ 
thing genuinely distinct about Nor¬ 
folk. 

In addition to a range of Norfolk 
coins identical in size to the various 
denominations of Australian coins, 
a Norfolk silver dollar would seem 
to be a wonderful souvenir. It 
would be large enough so that one 
side could carry the Island Seal - 
a historic design with great signifi¬ 
cance. 

If various denominations were to 
carry the heads of famous figures in 
Norfolk history, there are some ob¬ 
viously fine choices. Fletcher Chris¬ 
tian would be one. 

Captain Bligh ought to be on 
one coin. He may have been a 
severe disciplinarian, but if he 
hadn't existed the whole story of 
Pitcairn and Norfolk would have 
been very different. 

Queen Victoria clearly should 
appear on one coin. John Adams 
surely is worthy of commemoration. 

Ships might appear on a couple - 
certainly the "Bounty" and certain¬ 
ly the "Morayshire". 

And a Norfolk pine. 

A set of such coins would almost 
tell the history of how Norfolk 


Island came to be the way it is. 

For $1.88 total value, they would 
be a wonderful souvenir of the 
Island, and a lovely gift to send 
to friends overseas. 

□ 

QUESTIONS ABOUT ANSON BAY 
ON MAY 18 Council met in closed 
session and approved the concept 
of a "new first-class hotel" for Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

Several proposals for possible new 
hotels were mentioned at the meet¬ 
ing, and the Administrator subse¬ 
quently had approaches from others 
who showed interest. 

This was all disclosed publicly at 
the June 14th meeting. The Admin¬ 
istrator said the more people inter¬ 
ested the better, so Council could 
choose which proposal it wanted, 
and where. 

He intended to make Council's 
views known widely, and said it 
would be well to move with cau¬ 
tion because there were different 
types of propositions. 

While people who were attracted 
by Council’s invitation were get¬ 
ting their ideas ready. Council sud¬ 
denly disposed of the matter on July 
26th by giving approval in principle 
to the promoters of a hotel at An¬ 
son Bay. They will be permitted to 
go ahead provided their plans and 
specifications have been received, 
and are acceptable, by January 31 
next year. 

The approval in principle was 
based on assurances drawn from a 
"preliminary market study and ec¬ 
onomic analysis" made for the pro¬ 
moters by a firm known as Flow- 
line Associates. This study assured 
Council that the Anson Bay hotel 
would not offer competition to ex¬ 
isting accommodation houses. It 
said that Norfolk would require ad¬ 
ditional guest rooms to cope with 
the tourist volume that can be ex¬ 
pected in the years ahead. 

Council seemed uninterested in 
the fact that a different study, be¬ 
ing considered by the Accommo¬ 
dation Proprietors Association, tells 
a radically different story. Without 
waiting to study these facts. Coun¬ 
cil committed Norfolk to die An¬ 
son Bay project. 

Here are six questions which the 
Council may have satisfied itself 
about privately - but which the 
public is entitled to have answered 
openly. 

■ Who will own the hotel? We 
can see that the land is owned by 
a company called Norfolk Interna¬ 


tional Airlines Ltd. (which is not 
an airline, and has no connection 
with Norfolk Island Airlines). We 
can see a firm of solicitors who 
have offices at Dee Why andi at 
Manly. We can see a firm of proj¬ 
ect managers, Flow line Associates. 
Who will the owner be? Someone 
from Hong Kong? From one of the 
oil countries? From Las Vegas? 

From Japan? 

■ Who will be the guests? Council 
discussion Indicated that they would 
be coming from "Fiji-way” or from 
other parts of the world, rather than 
from Australia or New Zealand. 
There are not enough wealthy Fiji¬ 
ans to keep a Norfolk luxury hotel 
80$ occupied. Will they be Japan¬ 
ese? Americans? Who? 

■ How will they get here? Coun¬ 
cil discussion implied that they will 
not come by the air services now 
operating here. Is a new airline to 
be authorised to land here? A new 
charter service? Whose? 

■ Is there a need for more hotel 
rooms on Norfolk? The Flow line 
study states that the total bed occu¬ 
pancy rate on the Island last year 
was 66$. The study being exam¬ 
ined by the A. P.A. says the rate 
was 33$, and dropping. If the A. 
P.A, study is right, Council has re¬ 
lied on a basic assurance from Flow - 
line which is totally unjustified. 

■Are Flow line's assumptions cor¬ 
rect? Its study says the average tour¬ 
ist spends 11 days on Norfolk. The 
A. P. A. study says the average in 
1976 was 9.5 nights, and in 1977 
had fallen to 8.7 nights. There is 
a crucial difference. 

■ How many tourists are in the 
best interest of the Island? Flowline 
says there is a "misconception" that 
residents generally do not want over 
20,000 tourists a year. Its calcula¬ 
tions assume that tourist intake will 
be permitted to more than double 
in die next 10 years. Is that now 
Council's policy? 

Council's decision on this matter 
will affect Norfolk residents, accom¬ 
modation proprietors, the long-term 
planning of die Island, the structure 
of our only real industry, and the 
character of Norfolk itself. If Coun¬ 
cil satisfied itself about those six 
questions, we would like to hear the 
answers. If it didn't, then it didn't 
know what it was "approving in prin¬ 
ciple" . 

And if Flowline's reassuring assump¬ 
tions are actually mistaken. Coun¬ 
cil has been misled and should with¬ 
draw its approval until accurate facts 
are in hand. 
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ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 


A HONDA 

Accord 


2-door Hatchback 

& 4-door Sedan 



fuel economy, quiet running and 
an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. 


TERMS OR TRADE 


BUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 




As Good as a Referendum! 

AT THE 1978 COUNCIL ELECTION, NORFOLK'S VOTERS SUPPORTED THE CAN¬ 
DIDATES WHO HAD FOUGHT TO KEEP THE ISLAND SEPARATE, AND DISTINCT, 
AND TROUNCED THE PRO-INTEGRATIONISTS. BLUCHER. McINTYRE, BUFFETT, 
MacKENZIE, QUINTAL. BENNETT, NUNN AND SNELL ARE THE NEW COUNCIL. 


NORFOLK'S COUNCIL election on 


up concern on the Island in the past; 
do people employed by the Island's 


July 5th converted 18 months of un¬ 
certainties, claims and arguments 
into plain facts. 

In 1977 President of Committees 
Bill Blucher told then-Minister 
R. G. Withers that he believed the 
solemn declarations signed by the 
great majority of Norfolk electors 
were the most accurate available 
indication of what Island residents 
wanted for the Island. 

They indicated that about 70 °k of 
the electors wanted Norfolk to con¬ 
tinue to have its own separate sys¬ 
tem of laws, benefits and taxes. 

Cr. Blucher led a year-and-a-half 
battle to prevent Norfolk’s being 
integrated into Australia. 

Cr. Blucher received the votes 
of 697c of the electors on July 5th. 

Several candidates in last month's 
election had been active supporters 
of the Nimmo Report and integra¬ 
tion. None was voted for by as 
many as 207 c of the electors. 

The eight elected members of the 
last Council all signed the appeal 
to the United Nations Committee of 
24 in February, 1977, and through 
the year most of them were outspoken 
about the damage that would be done 
if Norfolk were integrated into Aust¬ 
ralia. 

Following Hon. R.J. Ellicott's vis¬ 
it to the Island last March, worry 
about the Island's being forced into 
Australia reached a peak. At the 
April meeting of Council the possi¬ 
bility of violence was aired, and a 
letter from the Society of Descendants 
of the Pitcairn Settlers was read out, 
calling for all-out resistance if Aust¬ 
ralia took over the Island without al¬ 
lowing residents to vote on it. 

Council debated a resolution sup¬ 
porting such resistance. The resolu¬ 
tion was supported by six Councillors, 
all of whom were returned to office 
last month. But two Councillors 
were unwilling to support the resolu¬ 
tion. Roy Smith, formerly one of 
the Island's top vote-drawers at elec¬ 
tion time, came 10th last month and 
lost his seat. The other Councillor 
who abstained on the "resistance" 
resolution, John Ryves, tied for 8th 
place in the election, and was dis¬ 
placed from Council when Lisle 
Snell won the tie-breaking draw of 
lots. 

The election also disposed of a 
theory that has sometimes stirred 


public service tend to vote as a 
block, for candidates they think 
will favour their particular position? 

The answer is no. For the first 
time this election, virtually all 
members of the Administration were 
permitted to stand for office if they 
wished to nominate. Tony Arnold, 
David Buffett and Gil Hitch stood. 

Of the three, only David Buffett 
was elected, and the other two re¬ 
ceived considerably fewer votes 
than there are people in the im¬ 
mediate families of Norfolk's pub¬ 
lic servants. 

As usual there was a gossip-worthy 
difference in the voting pattern at 
Rawson Hall and the Bean Shed. 

AT THE BEAN SHED 

1. David Buffett 193 (74% 

2. Bill Blucher 145 (56% 

3. Bruce MacKenzie 139 (547c) 

4. /5. Duncan McIntyre, 

Greg Quintal 119 (46% 

6. John Ryves 115 (447c) 

7. Richard Bataille 112 (43% 

8. Bryan Nunn 108 (42% 

9. Geoff Bennett 107 (41% 

10. Roy Smith 99 (38% 

11. /12. Gil Hitch, Lisle Snell 

88 (34% 

13. Brenda Reed 86 (33% 

14. Tony Arnold 84 (32% 

15. Gerry Aafjes 67 (26% 

16. Bill Sanders 54 (21% 

17. Barry Boniface 50 (197c) 

18. Esme Tavener 49 (1970 

19. Neil Reynolds 45 (177c) 

20. /21. Carol Adams, Rod 

Buffett 44 (17% 

22. Ned Lenthall 41 (16% 

23. /24. Peter Custance, Ray 

Reeves 38 (1570 


AT RAWSON HALL 

1. Bill Blucher 379 (77% 

2. Duncan McIntyre 351 (7 0% 

3. Greg Quintal 286 (577c) 

4. Geoff Bennett 280 (5670 

5. Bruce MacKenzie 267 (53% 

6. Bryan Nunn 253 (50% 

7. David Buffett 243 (49% 

8. Lisle Snell 239 (4870 

9. John Ryves 212 (42% 

10. Roy Smith 177 (35% 

11. Brenda Reed 161 (32% 

12. Gerry Aafjes 158 (32% 

13. Richard Bataille 150 (3070 

14. Neil Reynolds 126 (2570 

15. Rod Buffett 95 (19% 

16. Gil Hitch 90 (18% 

17. Tony Arnold 85 (1770 

18. Ray Reeves 83 (17% 

19. Peter Custance 73 (15% 

20. Barry Boniface 67 (13% 

21. Bill Sanders 66 (1370 

22. Ned Lenthall 65 (137:) 

23. Carol Adams 63 (137:) 

24. Esme Tavener 39 (8% 
FINAL TOTALS 

1. Bill Blucher 524 (69% 

2. Duncan McIntyre 470 (6270 

3. David Buffett 436 (57% 

4. Bruce MacKenzie 406 (5370 

5. Greg Quintal 405 (5370 

6. Geoff Bennett 387 (517c) 

7. Bryan Nunn 361 (47% 

8 J John Ryves and Lisle Snell 

9. 327 (437c) - Lisle Snell 
elected by lot drawn 
6.7.78 

10. Roy Smith 267 (367:) 

11. Richard Bataille 262 (34% 

12. Brenda Reed 247 (32% 

13. Gerry Aafjes 22 5 (3070 

14. Gil Hitch 178 (237:) 

15. Neil Reynolds 171 (2270 

16. Tony Arnold 169 (2270 

17. Rod Buffett 139 (18% 

18. Ray Reeves 121 (16% 

19. Bill Sanders 120 (1670 

20. Barry Boniface 117 (157c) 

21. Peter Custance 111 (1570 

22. Carol Adams 107 (1470 

23. Ned Lenthall 106 (14% 

24. Esme Tavener (12% 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
.those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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1977/78 RESULTS ARE IN, AND SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL - 

N. I. Stays In The Black 


Consfn in Oct. 

THE NEW CONSTITUTION for Norfolk 
Island - in draft form, as a proposed 
Bill to be introduced in Parliament - 
is already in preparation. 

The draft is planned to be com¬ 
pleted in Canberra within two months’ 
time, and Minister R.J. Ellicott plans 
to bring it to Norfolk for discussion 
with Council in October. 

The firmness of Australia’s decision 
to grant Norfolk local self-government 
is clear from the fact that the Bill is 
being drawn up without waiting for 
the results of the Norfolk Economic 
Study, which are not expected until 
"round about January next year". 

He said he had asked that the 
chamber for Norfolk's forthcoming 
Legislative Assembly be completed 
by the end of next April, It will be 
located in the Old Military Barracks 

Mr. Ellicott stressed that Australia 
had not changed its mind "that Nor¬ 
folk Island is part of Australia and 
any idea of Norfolk Island being 
given independence is not in the 
Australian Government’s mind. 

"What is in the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment's mind is that Norfolk 
Islanders should have the opportun¬ 
ity to run their own affairs, " he 
said. 


THE FINANCIAL year that ended 
June 30th was the second-best ever 
for Norfolk Island's government. 

Only 12 days after the close of 
the year. Administrator D.V. O'Leary 
was able to announce preliminary re¬ 
sults for 1977/78, including a surplus 
of approximately $200, 000. 

This was higher than in any pre¬ 
vious year but 1974/75, when a sur¬ 
plus of $330, 000 was recorded. 

Norfolk's good news contrasted 
sharply with bad news in Australia, 
where the result for 1977/78 was a 
deficit of $3. 300, 000, 000. That is 
equal to a debt of about $220 for 
every person in Australia. Norfolk's 
result was equal to a savings of 
about $125 for every person on the 
Island. 

Instead of a national debt, Norfolk 
has savings from past years invested 
at interest, helping to pay yearly ex¬ 
penses. The 1977/78 surplus brought 
the amount of this "revenue fund" up 
to about $700, 000. 

Norfolk's surplus was aided by an 

rise in tourism during the year. 


After two years in which the number 
qf visitors had been steady at around 
19, 000, the total last year increased 
to some 20, 500. 

An accurate count of Norfolk’s 
population has also been made for 
the first time in some years. 

On June 30th the Island's resi¬ 
dent population was 1618 people - 
1098 with full residential status, 34 
holding "enter and remain" permits 
and 486 holding six-months tempor¬ 
ary entry permits. At the time of 
the count there were also 295 tour¬ 
ists on the Island - about the low - 
point of the year. 


To put the Island's financial re¬ 
sults in perspective. The News has 
prepared 12 charts showing the trend 
of some key figures over the past ten 
years. Where 1977/78 figures are 
charted, they are the preliminary 
ones announced last month, and are 
subject to correction when final fi¬ 
gures are completed later in die 
year. 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 

NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you’ll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE. CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATE D 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK IS LA ND STA MPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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THE ISLAND’S REVENUES Include all money taken in 
by the Administration, from dog license fees to profit 
made from the sale of beer, wine and spirits at the 
Bond store. 

A large part of the apparent growth in the past ten 
years isn’t growth at all, but simply inflation. 

The biggest revenue-earners are Customs duty, the 
sale of Norfolk stamps, company registration fees, and 
the profit from Bond store sales. The next largest is 
the Vorks call", which is the closest thing Norfolk has 
to a tax levied directly on everyone. It raised a sum 
of $68, 000 last year - only about 3“7c of the total reve¬ 
nues of just under $2, 000, 000. 



IN THE EARLY 1970s, spending by the Administration 
was limited by relatively low revenues, and by the fact 
that Norfolk still remembered "die hard old days” and 
budgeted accordingly. Administration wages and sal¬ 
aries were low by today’s standards. 

As tourism continued to thrive (even though other holi¬ 
day destinations in the Pacific were experiencing some 
reverses) spending began to increase. Wages and work¬ 
ing conditions began to be improved. 

The big jump in expenditure in 1976 was a reflection 
of the purchase of the big new genera tor for the elec¬ 
tricity undertaking. It hasn't proved as good an invest¬ 
ment as was hoped at the time. 



BY DEDUCTING the capital expenditures each year, 
it is possible to chart administration "expenses" - die 
money spent on wages, materials and services that are 
needed in the day-to-day operation of the Island gov¬ 
ernment. 

Spending on expenses jumped up in 1971, and the 
Island had a small deficit that year as a result. There 
was then a clamp on expenses for two years. But as the 
Norfolk economy improved, expenses then began rising 
as well. 

This chart has no figure for the 1978 year, because 
capital expenditures for the year have not yet be an¬ 
nounced. 



IMPORTS are a measure of the Island's general econom¬ 
ic mood, and of tourist volume - since most of what 
visitors buy here, including food for their meals, is 
brought in from overseas. 

Imports are also a measure of the Island's dependence 
on Australia and New Zealand. 

The wave of optimism and expansion on the Island in 
1973 and 1974 shows clearly on the chart. From the 
time the Royal Commission commenced, uncertainty 
about Norfolk’s future caused many people to be hesi¬ 
tant. From 1975 through 1977, the actual volume of 
impacts dropped off. The increase in value averaged 
less than a year, which was less than currency in¬ 
flation. Last year there was an 11. §°h rise - about eq¬ 
ual to inflation. 
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NORFOLK TRADITIONALLY has been opposed to taxes 
and duties of almost all kinds. An unexpected increase 
in some Customs duties back in 1954 caused such an 
outcry that there was a petition to the Queen. 

Ten years ago many Burnt Pine shops were called 
"duty-free", and they almost were. But in the mid-70s 
collections began to increase sharply. Since then duty, 
though still low by most overseas standards, has been 
Norfolk's main source of public income. 

The flat spot in 1976 and 1977 may reflect uncert-' 
ainty about the Island's future business prospects, as 
well as changing patterns in world-wide marketing of 
some Japanese goods. Discount stores in Australia of¬ 
fered new competition to some low-duty lines. 


STAMP SALES generally showed an unimpressive pat¬ 
tern during the first half of the last ten years, and then 
took off - going right through the top of the chart last 
year. 

The statistics aren't really comparable with the other 
sources of revenue in accompanying charts, because 
the cost of printing and distributing stamps has not been 
deducted. The cpsts are probably less than $100, 000 a 
year, which makes stamps the Island's second-biggest 
revenue earner. 

The Cook Island are reputed to pay over $500,000 a 
year in commissions paid to the international dealer 
who distributes their stamps. It's a big market. Nor¬ 
folk's role in it may be capable of further expansion. 


THIS CHART may turn out, in years to come, to tell a 
sad tale. 

The great "companies boom” on Norfolk began in the 
mid-1960s, and was brought sharply under control by 
new Australian laws that became effective in 1973. 

For most of that time Norfolk's public revenues gained 
very little benefit. 

The Royal Commission found that the use of Norfolk 
as an income tax avoidance haven seemed to have been 
ended by the 1973 law. 

Other forms of tax avoidance have obviously contin¬ 
ued, and last year Norfolk belatedly raised the registra¬ 
tion fee, with great effect. But Australia's Treasurer has 
declared war on tax avoidance. The game may fc>e about 
over. The future of this revenue is highly doubtful. 


THE ADMINISTRATION monopoly on die sale of boi¬ 
led wines, beer and spirits has been a stable, steady 
profit-earner. 

Profits from the Bond store appear to have grown at 
little more, than the rate of increases in wholesale pric¬ 
es on the mainland. 

The figures published are for profit, not for total sales. 
Sales figures would probably show a steeper rise, show¬ 
ing the effect of a substantial increase in tourism over 
the tend years. 

The fact that profit has climbed only gradually may 
reflect higher costs of operation of the Bond, including 
the recently-installed shop at the airport; or it may 
just mean that customers are getting relatively better 
value. 
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FOR GENERATIONS the object of the authorities who ad¬ 
ministered Norfolk from Australia was that the Island 
should pay its own way. Generally speaking, it has. 

As tourism increased, higher Island revenues became 
possible and the authorities began making improvements 
in the electricity grid, in roads, in public service sal¬ 
aries and other areas. Old-fashioned budget procedures 
and controls couldn't cope with the new situation, and 
the Island had its first wide swings of profit and loss. 

In 1974 and 1975, Norfolk soared to an all-time high 
surplus of $330, 000. The next year it plummeted to 
an all-time high deficit of $228, 000. Now we are on a 
steep upswing again. 

Better financial forecasting and better methods of con¬ 
tinually adjusting public spending to current income are 
needed . 


ADMINISTRATIVE costs include executive salaries and 
expenses, the operation of Customs, the Post Office, 
the Philatellic Section, accounting, the Registrar's of¬ 
fice and a variety of miscellaneous charges. 

The figure is not yet available for the year just ended, 
but the trend line for the previous nine years established 
a sustained pattern that seems likely to be maintained. 

The Island's yearly loss of $88, 000 in 1971 put the 
brakes on for a couple of years, and in the historic 
$228, 000-loss year of 1976 there was obviously an eff¬ 
ort to restrain the rate of increase. In die 1977 year 
there was a stunning 37% increase. 


ECONOMIC THEORY says that as the scale of spending 
in an organisation increases, the spending should be 
able to be done more efficiently. In practice, it does 
not prove to be so. 

In 1969 the Island's net expenditures - not including 
capital expenditures - were $411, 000. That meant that 
administrative costs of $150, 000 used up 36% of the to¬ 
tal money being spent. 

Over the years the percentage has crept up slowly. 
The 1977/78 figure is not in yet, but in 1976/77 net 
expenditures were $1, 414, 000 and administrative costs 
were $645, 000 - 46% of the total. If the ratios hold, 
administrative costs last year will turn out to have been 
around $750. 000. 



MOST COUNTRIES 
should be so lucky! 
Instead of paying in¬ 
terest on a national 
debt, Norfolk has 
savings from past 
years, invested at 
interest to help pay 
the bills. 

We almost wiped ii 
out in '68 and again 
in '71. Can we keep 
building it? 
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PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES BILL BLUCHER'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


‘The beginning of the end of a long and 

troubled period in our peopled history’ 


THE INAUGURATION of Norfolk's 
new Council and the start of nego¬ 
tiations on the details of local self- 
government for the Island next year 
mark "the beginning of the end of a 
long and troubled period in the his¬ 
tory of the people of Norfolk Island." 
newly-re-elected President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher said at Council’s 
first meeting on July 12 th. 

"It has been agreed." he said, 

"that on most matters affecting the 
daily life of the people of Norfolk 
Island there will be a new Govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island. 

"It will be elected by the people 
of Norfolk Island. 

"It will be the only Government 
exercising the authority to tax the 
people of Norfolk Island. 

"It will be the only Government 
exercising the authority to spend 
those tax moneys for the public bene¬ 
fit. " 

Tracing the history of the Island's 
loss of self-government in 1896 and 
the long struggle to regain it. Cr. 
Blucher said that Australia's agree¬ 
ment on local self-government for 
Norfolk, announced in May, would 
mean a new, fourth constitution for 
the Island. 

"Nearly 200 years ago, ” he said, 
"some of our ancestors began a new 
society on Pitcairn Island. Since 
then, we have lived under three 
different constitutional periods. 

People on Pitcairn 
bad pure democracy 

"Our first constitutional period 
was in 1838, on Pitcairn. It set out 
the simple laws of a pure democracy. 
It deserves a special place in the 
world's history because it was the 
first time that women's suffrage and 
compulsory education became law, 
anywhere In the British Empire. 

"Our second constitutional period 
was in 1856 when Queen Victoria 


made Norfolk Island a 'distinct and 
separate colony* and established it 
as a new homeland for the Pitcairn 
people. She ordered that the people 
were to continue governing them¬ 
selves, with laws of their own as 
they hbd done on Pitcairn Island. 

"In 1896 our people lost the right 
of self-government, and our third 
constitutional period.came into ef¬ 
fect. This constitution has gone 
through various changes over the 
years but for the last 82 years our 
people have been governed from 
Australia. 

82 years of asking 
for democracy again 

"Again and again, through those 
82 years, the people of Norfolk 
Island have asked to have demo¬ 
cratic government restored to them. 

"Meanwhile, all around the Pa¬ 
cific, other islands which had been 
colonies have been regaining the 
right to govern themselves. The 
most recent of these have been the 
Solomon Islands, which were given 
that right from England just last week. 

The Royal Commission 

"Just over three years ago, Aust¬ 
ralia announced that it recognised 
that Norfolk Island's present consti¬ 
tution is outmoded and no longer 
appropriate. The Nlmmo Royal Com¬ 
mission was set up to consider a bett¬ 
er form of government for the island. 

The report of that Royal Com-i 
mission distressed most of the people 
of Norfolk Island. It said that the 
island was a heavy financial burden 
for Australia; and that the island was 
worth little or nothing to Australia; 
and that the people of Norfolk were 
confused and divided; and that Nor¬ 
folk should be completely integra¬ 
ted into Australia. 


"The great majority of the people 
of Norfolk Island rejected those 
ideas. They believed that Norfolk 
could support Itself without great 
handouts from Australia. They be¬ 
lieved that Norfolk is worth a great 
deal and in signed solemn declara¬ 
tions, they showed that they were not 
confused and divided. An overwhelm¬ 
ing majority said they wanted their 
island to continue being a separate 
and distinct place. 

"The Eighth Norfolk island Coun¬ 
cil did its best to protect the Nor¬ 
folk Island way of life .which the 
great majority wanted to preserve. 
That Council took many actions 
and decisions in an effort to pre¬ 
vent the island from being inte¬ 
grated into Australia and in the end 
the Australian Government agreed. 

"Just two months ago It set aside 
the main recommendations of the 
Royal Commission report and an¬ 
nounced that it was ready to work 
with this Ninth Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil to develop responsible govern¬ 
ment on the island once again. 

"And so this Council will see out 
the end of Norfolk's third constitu¬ 
tional period and it will help nego¬ 
tiate the term of a new, fourth con¬ 
stitution. " 

"The outlines of that new consti¬ 
tution have already been agreed to 
by the Australian Government, tak¬ 
ing into account the wishes of the 
people and the many facts that the 
Eighth Norfolk Island Council pre¬ 
sented to Australia. 

A new Government 
of Norfolk Island 

"It has been agreed," he said, 

"that the new government of Nor¬ 
folk Island will administer its own 
system of social welfare benefits 
for those who are in need. This 
system will be formal and it will 
be designed to be fair. It will be 


GIVENCHY Pi 
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We have the world-famous Givenchy french perfumes- *§$ 111 
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Givenchy III -- Le De Givenchy -- L'lnterdit -- Eau 

de Toilette — at about one third of mainland prices. TAYLOR'S ROAD 

LUXURIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES 
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different from any other welfare sys¬ 
tem anywhere, because it will be a 
Norfolk Island system, designed to 
meet the actual, distinct needs of 
the people of this island. 

A study to help 
make choices wisely 

"It has been agreed that the new 
Government of Norfolk Island will 
be planned with the advantage of 
sound economic knowledge. Our 
economy will be studied under the 
guidance of one of Australia's most 
outstanding authorities on economics. 
The results of this study will not de¬ 
termine whether Norfolk Island can 
support itself or not - Norfolk Island 
can support itself, we know that - 
but “the studywill h^lp us make 
choices wisely. It should show how 
much the island may have to pay 
for various services and benefits the 
people may want. It should show us 
how much money the lslapd may be 
able to raise under various alternat¬ 
ive schemes of taxation or commer¬ 
cial activity. It should show us how 
money may be saved by doing things 
one way, rather than another. It 
should give us a better understanding 
of the possible benefits to be gained 
from the 200-mile economic zone 
which is expected to be proclaimed 
around Norfolk Island later this year. 
Basically, the study should help Nor¬ 
folk Island to continue doing some¬ 
thing which is most unusual in the 
world today and which is essential 
for our freedom and our self-respect - 
that is - to continue operating in the 
black, rather than spending money 
we do not have. 

Initial powers that 
can be handled well 

"Finally, it has been agreed that 
the new government of Norfolk 
Island will be developed carefully 
and gradually. The initial powers 
of the new Government will be dis¬ 
cussed and debated for the best part 
of a year before they are formally 
handed over. During that year it 
is hoped that this Council will gradu¬ 
ally become more closely involved 
with the policies and the decisions 
being made in administrative areas 
which the Assembly will take over 
next year. 

"When the new Government of 
Norfolk Island commenced, it will 
begin with a range of powers which 
this Council, the Minister and the 
Australian Government are all satis¬ 


fied can be handled responsibly. 

"As time goes on and the Norfolk 
Island Government gains experience 
and shows its ability, it will be able 
to negotiate for additional powers. 
These additional powers are to be 
formally considered no later than 
at the end of 5 years and they will 
doubtless be considered sooner, if 
the Island Government proves it¬ 
self and if the people of Norfolk 
Island wish to take on greater 
authority and responsibility and 
have them entrusted to their own 
Norfolk Island Government. 

"Human beings will never agree 
unanimously on everything, but 
the outline for the new Government 
of Norfolk Island appears to have the 
support of the overwhelming major¬ 
ity of ,the people of the Island. 

"Last year, more than 600 electors 
solemnly declared that they wanted 
Norfolk Island to have its own distinct 
governmental system of laws, benefits 
and taxes. That is more than three- 
fourths of the number of electors who 
cast formal ballots at last week's elec¬ 
tion. 

"In the election, the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island had the opportunity to 
show, by Secret ballot, what they 
wanted. Their answer was unmistak¬ 
able. 


"They have said that Norfolk Island 
is not confused and faction-riddled, 
but that an overwhelming majority 
supported the proposal to keep Nor¬ 
folk separate and distinct. 

"They have said that the great 
majority have faith in Norfolk Isl¬ 
and’s ability to manage its own af¬ 
fairs. 

"At the same time a minority of 
the people have said that they have 
different ideas. Each member of 
Council has been elected to repre¬ 
sent all of the people of Norfolk 
Island, and in the year ahead, each 
one of us must take heed of these 
contrary ideas as we try to determine 
what is fairest for all the people of 
the Island. 

"In accepting election as Council¬ 
lors we have accepted a responsibil¬ 
ity to do our best to see that the new 
government of Norfolk Island will be 
the kind of government that the 
people; of the island want. 

"With the continuous advice of the 
people, with their continuous support 
or criticism, with the goodwill and 
help of Australia, and most important¬ 
ly with God's blessing, we will do our 
best. ” 


6reat majority have 
faith In Norfolk 
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Cooks' Prlne Minister 
sacked by Gh. Justice 

SIR ALBERT HENRY, Prime Minis¬ 
ter of the Cook Islands, was dis¬ 
missed from Government along 
with seven of his cabinet ministers 
on July 24th. 

They were removed from govern¬ 
ment by the Chief Justice of die 
Cook Islands after an official inqui¬ 
ry into alleged bribery and corrup¬ 
tion in the Cooks* recent election. 

Many Cook Islanders had flown 
back from New Zealand for the 
election, in an effort to unseat Sir 
Albert and his relatives-fi lied gov¬ 
ernment. Sir Alhert countered by 
chartering planes and flying in a 
further 2,000 islanders. Their last- 
hour votes reversed the trend of the 
election, which was running against 
Sir Albert until late in the day. 

It was charged that Sir Albert had 
used illegally-obtained funds to pay 
for the charter flights. 

Dr. Tom Davis, head of the oppo¬ 
sition Democratic party, has been 
asked to form a new government. 

A major housecleaning in the Cooks 
seems in the offing. 

"Crown of Thorns" now 
on Samoa's coral reef 

LARGE, RED STARFISH -- known 
as the Crown of Thorns or Alamea - 
have caused severe damage to some 
American Samoa reefs and could 
pose a threat to its entire beauti¬ 
ful and protective reef system. 

The Crown of Thorns may grow 
nearly two feet in diameter and 
has 15 arms radiating from a 
dinner plate-size body. It is dark 
red and is covered with large, 
spine-like projections. It "eats” 
coral by extruding its stomach on¬ 
to the coral and digesting the tiny 
coral animals, leaving only the 
bleached white "bones" of the cor¬ 
al behind. 

The infestation of American Samoa’s 
reefs has been very sudden. At the be¬ 
ginning of 1976, very few were Report¬ 
ed by divers around Tutuila. However, 
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heavy damage was first noted on the 
coast-line east of Fagasa, and then 
severe damage was found on the Tae- 
ma Banks - the off-shore reef which 
extends across the entrance of Pago 
Pago Harbor. 

When the Crown of Thoms moved 
in abundance upon the reefs of Lauli'i, 
Nu'uuli, Faga'alu and other areas, 
the Office of Marine Resources posted 
a bounty of 15 cents for each starfish 
killed and turned in. 

Control of the Crown of Thorns in 
deeper water is very difficult and 
could be accomplished only by the use 
of SCUBA equipment. 


Another Island group 
achieves Independence 

THE LONG DRIVE to end colonial 
ruld in the islands of the Pacific pass¬ 
ed a milestone last month with the 
granting of full independence to the 
Solomon Islands. 

The new nation celebrated the oc¬ 
casion on July 7th with solemnities 
and festivities - and with a four-page 
supplement in London's Financial 
Times, inviting new overseas invest¬ 
ment to help develop the islands' 
resources. 

Solomon Islands became a mem¬ 
ber of the Commonwealth on the day. 
It is a constitutional monarchy, with 
Queen Elizabeth as Head of State. 

About 90“fc of the Solomons' popu¬ 
lation of 197, 000 people are Mel¬ 
anesians, but there are about 7, 000 
Polynesians who live mostly on 
small offshore islands including 
On tong Java, Sikaiana, Rennel, 
Bellona, the Reef Islands and Tik- 
opia. Some, including the Tik- 
opians, lead a kind of life very lit¬ 
tle changed from the Polynesia of 
hundreds of years ago. 

Norfolk has a strong historic link 
with the Solomons. Christian mission¬ 
aries and teachers for the Solomons 
were trained at the Melanesian 
. Mission here, and the Mission was 
re-located in the Solomons when 
the headquarters left here almost 
60 years ago. Wooden buildings 

A u gust 197 8 


which stood at the Mission on Nor¬ 
folk were re-erected in the Solomons. 

The Governor-General of Solomon 
Islands is Mr. Baddeley Devesi, a 
Solomon Islander. 

The Prime Minister is Mr. Peter 
Kenilorea, 44. He is the son of a 
Melanesian missionary. He was edu¬ 
cated in Honiara and in New Zea¬ 
land and then became a teacher and 
later a District Commissioner under 
the British administration of the 
islands. 

Solomon Islands becomes the 39th - 
and sixth smallest - member of the 
Commonwealth. Nauru is smallest, 
with Just over 7, 000 population. 

No oil at Tonga yet - 
drilling rig moves on 

TONGA'S HOPES for an oil field 
have collapsed, at least for the 
time being. 

For years people have thought 
that small patches of oil which 
appeared along; the shore from time 
to time might be seepage from be¬ 
low the surface. 

A consortium of international oil 
companies banded together several 
years ago and negotiated rights to 
examine the situation. 

This year Webb Tonga Inc., 
formed with U. S. backing, brought 
in a drilling rig and started serious 
exploration. 

Tonga watched anxiously as first 
one, then a second, and finally a 
third exploratory well proved to be 
as dry as dust. 

The third hole, Kumimonu No. 3 . 
went down 8, 635 feet before striking 
"basement rock" and being declared 
unproductive last month. 

The drilling rig was then dismantled 
and shipped away - some parts to 
Singapore, some to the U. S. 

Webb Tonga still plan to do an off¬ 
shore seismic survey near the main 
island of Tongatapu and near Eua 
Island, ten miles southeast. 

The new survey will start late this 
year. If results are promising, drill¬ 
ing equipment could be brought back, 
and further exploratory holes put down 
in mid-1979. 

The Webb Tonga programme has 
cost about $6 million so far. Most 
of this went for the cost of bringing 
in and operating the drill rig, and 
for salaries and other costs of the 
company’s own people. But over 
$500, 000 was spent in Tonga for lo¬ 
cal labour, accommodation and 
meals, hiring local cranes and other 
machinery, and other local expenses. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia .-- 
Tahitian fish.. .fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumerk 
ilhi... taro... fresh green beans... com on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice.. .Island- 
style pot roast. .. baked chicken... guava, banana anci_^« 
4 passionfruit pies - as well as other fav- 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT , 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 





Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and Includes ^ 

S entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
- choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous Island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets here. " 

y JUST A MINUTE’S WALK . •^r 

f* *S£!ss* UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
*0r FROM THE POST OFFICE --**^7 *% 

WE CAN CHOOSE AND PREPARE OUR IpT /S 

FOOD BETTER IF YOU WILL PLEASE MAKE 
A RESERVATION BY 4.30 - RING 2185 
















ROUDS 

(Norfolk Uiand) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LANCO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 

ROUDS 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souveniis 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

, 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5d a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS : 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; . At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get In touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN : Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.46-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


read^j^iih and 
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SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNT 
LODGE TAVERN 
NORFOLK’S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
' "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND . 
MEMORABLE. 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. 


TELEPHONE 2 01 9„.\. 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 
Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office • 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


'3'IS LA nsIa DMINISTRA TION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOS PITA LAND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY'' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

the TRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 


Open Every Day 7.30 am-7pm -Friday till 9 pm SEiL 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries..’. ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines.. .batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 




AGFA-GEVAERT 


r 


Th ° Norfolk 


SUN MON 


— NOTABLE AUGUST DATES IN NORFOLK HISTORY- 

August 11, 1788 : The ship "Supply" returned to Sydney 
from Norfolk, carrying Lt. King's report about the 'sland. 
He proclaimed Norfolk "one of the finest in the world." 
August 27th, 1867: The Melanesian Mission was allowed 
to acquire 933 acres of land on Norfolk. The price of 
£1830.10.0 was credited to a fund for the benefit of the 
Norfolk 'slanders - many of whom were bitterly opposed 
to the granting of any land to outsiders who had not been 
accepted by the community. 
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Thurch services 
I Museum open (M1 -4. 30) 
•Film (MRT8. GO) 


7 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

1 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open nigju (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din. (G) 


8 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Dans (RSL) 

■ Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


13 14 

■Church services ■Kousie (LC) 

■Museum open(M1 -4.30) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


15 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


20 21 

■ Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) BFilm (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


22 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.-00). 
■C'dants Din (G) 


27 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
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28 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd(SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


29 


■Films (Pds & LC) 


■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


Island 

WED 

2 

■Museum open (M1-4.30) 
■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


9 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council: 
meeting (A 2.00) « 


16 

■Museum open (Ml -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


23 

■Museum open(Ml-4. 30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


30 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR *** ST 


THUR 

3 


■Bousie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

4 


■ Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

5 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . , 

N 


io 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

11 

■Film (RSL8.00) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

12 l 

■ SDA service \ 

■ housie (RSL8. 00) ' 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

s ^ 




LOCATIONS 

17 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (RSL8. C0) 

■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

18 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

19 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 

BC -Bowling Club 

BCP -Bicentennial Park 
Bh -Branka House 

C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 

G -Garrison Rest’r't 


24 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


31 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 



I SDA service 
IHousie (RSL8. 00) 
lOpen night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


ON 


NORFOLK ARE CAMERALINES 


GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7 th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 






NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


MONDAY 

9.15 Just a minute 

10 o 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 C & W Show 

9.00 Naked Vicar 
10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9.15 The Woodlanders 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10.30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS 

7.06 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

! '8 : . 00 Songwriters 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Men from the Ministry 

10.45 Morning serial 
12. 05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of month) 

N.I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of books 

10. 05 Helen with the High 
Hand 

10.45 Morning Serial 


30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2. 00. 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12.00, 1.05 


11. 00 Requests 

12.. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1. 30S.D. A. Prog. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
4. 30 Ron Glum 

• 7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcstJ 
7. 05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 I'm sorry I’ll read 
that again 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line (music) 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 

12. 05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
7. 00 Program surrounded 
by fine music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 
10. 30 Aust. & Local News 


10. 45 Top of Pops. 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 
1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
6.00 Young Mood 
7.05 Who Said Thai 

7.30 Movin’ Music 

8.00 Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9. 00 Light Music from 
Holland 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5.00 Vibes to do it by 
7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island'* is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said die Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 


an 

mJ 


Cocktail 
Bar and 



me 


itYOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
t O®FINE cellar of imported wines 

L ' 6VELY DINING ROOM 
EXPENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

Jf mce 

***\sOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager - 


FOR BOOKING 




Minolta proudly presents 
the greatest camera 
advance in years. 



Compact, lightweight and easy-to- 
use 35 mm camera with both automatic 
exposure control and manual control. 

Electronic Readout in Viewfinder; 
Bright, red LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) 
light up in the viewfinder to conveniently 
indicate selected shutter speeds. 

LED Self-Timer. A red LED is 
located on the front of the camera body. 
It gradually blinks faster and faster to 
signal you that the shutter will soon 
snap. 

New Fall-Safe Design. Exciting, fool¬ 
proof features are built-in to make 
professional-looking results easier than 
ever. Simply touching the sensor shutter 
signals shutter speed and lighting 
situation. An automatic shutter release 
lock keeps the camera from exceeding 
its 1/1000th shutter speed limit to prevent 
over-exposed pictures. 

Auto Winder G. Lets you shoot two 
frames per second to capture the critical 
moment. Compact, easy-to-use and 
designed exclusively for the XG-2. 

Auto Electroflash 200X. 

Automatically releases the right amount 
of light. Automatically sets camera 
shutter speed to 1/60th sec. Blinking by 
LED indication in the viewfinder indicates 
the flash is fully charged. Synchronizes 
with the winder for continuous flash 
photos. 

Sharp Minolta Rokkor Lens System. 
The XG-2 accepts virtually all of our 
precision family of Rokkor lenses. A vast 
system of Minolta SLR accessories are at 
your command. ; 


The Multi-Mode 


MINOLTA XD-7 

The choice is yours. 


CAMERALINES 






BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here’s 
what they told us: 

■ 

Cameralines: "Kodak Instamatic 28, 
was $61, now $49. 50; Kodak Insta¬ 
matic 38, was $76.65, now $59.50; 

" Kodak Instamatic 500 electronic, 
was $69. 50, now $49. 50. " 

■ 

Prentice's: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, from $10.80 to 
$230." ■ 

Milton's : "The Seiko digital alarm 
chronograph for only $179. 95. " 


Proud's ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. “ 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-free : "A big 
new selection of famous "Glo-mesh 
ladies' fashion evening bags and ac¬ 
cessories. " 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


U. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE I 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

1 ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES Ofc JHlS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY. BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94, 500PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 



jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



Someday all watches will be made this way. 



Changing the vvor^ 
standara of accuracy. 

TheSeikoQuartzCollectionencompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 









A BREATH OF FRESH AIR FROM THE MAN WHO IS DOING NORFOLK'S ECONOMIC STUDY 


The Refreshing Views of Prof. 


THE ECONOMIC study authorised to 
help prepare Norfolk Island for lo¬ 
cal self-government is being car¬ 
ried out by-Prof. Ron Gates, Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of New 
England. 

Prof. Gates is the independent 
economist whose help was sought 
privatelyby Individual members of 
Council last year, after Australia 
had said that the appointment of an 
independent economist was not 
justifiable, and would delay con¬ 
sideration of the Nimmo Report. 

Prof. Gates visited the Island 
briefly last month for a discussion 
with Council and a preliminary 
look at die place. 

He is known as leading economic 
authority who strongly favours the 
decentralisation of government pow¬ 
ers and believes that governments 
should stay out of matters that in¬ 
dividuals and communities can 
handle as well or better themselves. 
Born in Tasmania, he became a 
Rhodes scholar and holds a Master 
of Arts degree from Oxford. He 
has been president of the Economic 
Society of Australia and of the Aust¬ 


ralian Institute for Urban Studies. 

Professor Gates was approached by 
Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Norfolk’s res¬ 
ponsible Minister, to undertake the 
study. He accepted the following 
terms of reference: 

"Having regard to the need for 
Norfolk Island to be as far as prac¬ 
ticable economically and financial¬ 
ly self-supporting, with appropriate 
standards of Government services, 
including social services, examine 
and report on: 

"1. The economic capacity of 
the Island. 

“2. appropriate means of financing 
local government expenditure; 

"3. the effects of different taxes 
and levels of taxes; 

"4. the costs of maintaining the 
public services of the Island; 

"5. the demand of various social 
service benefits on the Island; 

"6. the direct and indirect costs of 
different levels of social service 
benefits; 

"1. any other matters which, in the 
opinion of the consultant, are 
relevant." 

Prof. Gates and his associate in the 


Ron Gates 

study. Prof. Malcolm Treadgold, 
will make a census-like survey of Nor¬ 
folk, with every resident being asked 
to complete a questionnaire covering 
financial and other facts. The forms 
will be anonymous, with no name re¬ 
quired. Details of information given 
in the census will be available only 
to Prof. Gates and his own staff. No 
one on the Island, or connected with 
the Island, will have access to the 
forms. 

Prof. Gates'philosophies on gov¬ 
ernment will be warmly welcomed 
by Island residents who believe that 
Norfolk should not be closely regu¬ 
lated from Australia but should be 
allowed to preserve its own distinct 
system of laws, benefits and taxes. 

In a major address to the annual 
conference of Town Clerks in N. S. W. 
last year he made his views clear. 

"Let me start by defining the role 
of government in general, " he said. 

"I see government, in our kind of 
society, as existing to enrich people's 
lives by widening the choices avail¬ 
able to them for the development and 
use of their individual faculties. In 
fulfilling this role, governments pre- 
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South Pacific! 


☆ 
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norfolk’s premier hotel 

"THE DANSANT" SATURDAY NIGHTS - 
LIGHT TEA, MUSIC , DA NCI NG 

FAMOUS SMORGASBORDS - ONLY $8 

BIG FIVE-COURSE DINNER - ONLY $8 
AND AS MUCH AS YOU CAN EAT 

BISTRO LUNCH FROM $2 
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FRIDAY NIGHT QUICK GRILL - 
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^DANCE MUSIC BY "SQUEAKY" TH URS D A Y, FRI D A Y, SATURDAY 
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scribe rules which regulate our re- ... 
ladonships with one another; the^ ' ? 
mobilise some part of our Individ¬ 
ual resources, through taxes and 
charges. In order to provide services 
that we cannot, acting as individ¬ 
uals, provide efficiently for ourselves; 
and they redistribute resources between 
individuals so that all of us have a 
reasonable chance to realize our po¬ 
tentialities. For reasons that will 
become clear, I believe that much 
of this governmental task is better 
performed at a local or regional lev¬ 
el." 

Speaking of social services he said: 
"... there is a persuasive case to be 
made for greater activity by local 
authorities in this field. Their de¬ 
cisions are likely to be more efficient 
in many instances than those of state 
and national governments', because 
they are more familiar with local 
needs and with the willingness of the 
citizens to divert resources from other 
uses, and because they are not bound 
to national or statewide uniformity. 
Local government is especially well 
placed to get the maximum benefit 
out of resources devoted to welfare 
services. It is more approachable 
and more likely to be aware of cases 
of need. It can concentrate its re¬ 
sources where they will have the great¬ 
est effect. Because it operates on a 
relatively small scale, it can take a 
comprehensive and integrated view of 
the individual or the family. In 
these ways it can avoid the weak^ 
nesses inherent in large, specialized 
departments. It can also stimulate 
and assist the work of voluntary or¬ 
ganizations. 

"Be that as it may, it is disturb¬ 
ing to see a decline in the total 
share of local government in econ¬ 
omic activity. There is, indeed, a 
strofig case to be made for giving it 
a much larger share of the action. 

"First, local government offers a 
relatively direct and intimate avenue 
for the ordinary citizen to interest 
hi mself in the affairs of organized 
society. 

"Second, it allows .scope for the 
level and composition of govern¬ 
ment activity to be adapted to the 
circumstances and preferences of 
local communities. 

"Third, it introduces diversity 
and colour into an increasingly 
standardized society, and gives the 
individual a wider choice erf the 
kinds of communities in which he 
may live. 

"Fourth, it lends itself to experi¬ 
mentation and innovation in meth¬ 
ods In satisfying the desires of the 
people, and thus should be better 
placed to achieve progress than 
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large-scale gqvernment controlled 
ftoift the centre. 

"Fifth, it offers a corrective to 
the undue shift of functions up the 
governmental pyramid, which has 
been brought about by economies 
of scale in revenue-raising and by 
the taste for power and patronage. 

"I would stress the last point. 

The people who govern us, at what¬ 
ever level, are apt to forget the 
real purpose of what they do. Their 
satisfactions tend to come from the 
growth of their administrative or- 
ganizations,from the development 
• of systems, and from forcing the 
subject-matter of their activities 
into a neat and uniform mould. 
Centralizations of government 
functions obviously serves these 
ends. But it can.only do so at the 
sacrifice of some responsiveness to 
the values of the ordinary citizen. 
Moreover, even if large scale and 
uniformity could be shown to be the 
best means of meeting the present 
needs of the community, small 
scale and diversity would still stand 
as the best guarantee that the sys¬ 
tem will respond readily to chang¬ 
ing needs.and possibilities." 

Professor Gates is for open govern¬ 
ment. He says; "Our kind of democ¬ 
racy requires that government should 
be a constant focus of attention and 
that there should be a great deal of 
communication and influence, in 
both directions, between governors 
and governed. Thus it is important 
that we give government at any level 
enough responsibility to make people 
look at it all the time. How well a 
unit of government performs one 
function depends in part on how many 
other jobs it has to do and how much 
they impinge on the lives of the 
people. 

"The other reason, and one that 
tends to be overlooked by those who 
favour a multiplicity of special- 
purpose authorities, is the virtue of 
choice. 

"Brisbane is the only major city 
in Australia where it was possible, as 
a matter of deliberate social choice, 
to neglect the roads in order to ex - 
tend the sewers. Priorities of that 
kind can be given full effect only 
when the functions concerned are in 
the hands of a single, electorally 
responsive body. Democracy can 
make mistakes and commit excess¬ 
es; but in the long haul the compos-, 
ite choice of more of one thing and 
less of another, made under the gaze 
of an attentive public opinion, is ■ 

- likely to be superior to the indepen¬ 
dent barrow-pushing df special-pur¬ 
pose authorities." 

"If local government is to be 
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attractive and flexible, itmust.be 
, fiscally self-reliant.. . the status of ' “■ 
local government and its freedom to 
choose its own path rest heavily on 
independence and responsibility in 
matters of finance... 

"A good local tax system should 
distribute the burden in accordance 
with the value that each membejr of 
the community puts on the expendi¬ 
ture of the taxing authority. This 
precept is known technically as "the 
benefit principle". Where the ser¬ 
vices of local government are indi¬ 
vidually marketable, the principle 
will be best met by charging a price 
equal to the additional cost incurred 
in satisfying each person’s demand; 
for then the user of the services will 
be required to determine for himself 
whether he values them more highly ‘ 
than the alternative uses to which he 
could put his claim on the economy's 
resources. however, where local 
government expenditure confers bene¬ 
fits in common on a number of 
people, it is necessary to rely on 
taxation. In,its strict form, the 
benefit principle enjoins the local 
authority to extract from each citi¬ 
zen a fraction of the total cost of 
each service that will make him 
demand the same total expenditure 
on it as everybody else. In prac¬ 
tice, of course, it is necessary to 
be content with rough approxima¬ 
tions based on judgment... 

"The final requirement of a local 
tax system is economy in administra 
tion. Since local taxation must be 
levied on a relatively small scale, 
there is a general presumption in fa¬ 
vour of taxes which do not require 
expensive assessment procedures and 
which impose on the taxpayer a min¬ 
imal burden of special record-keep¬ 
ing. " 

"When local authorities or local 
or regional communities knock on a 
Minister’s door and ask for funds, or 
when they press for the provision of 
additional government services in 
their areas, the answer should be: 

"Do it yourself! And this is how you 
can go about doing it. ” Local initiat¬ 
ive may mean the adoption of a new 
way of raising local revenue; and '» 
there are people who can advise on 
how to do that. It may mean getting 
together with people in adjacent lo¬ 
cal areas to set up a representative 
regional or sub-regional body to do a 
job. If there is something that 
people really wish to have done, then 
that is the time to tell them how to 
do it in a way that will take them a 
step further towards a powerful and 
flexible structure erf local govern¬ 
ment. " 
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PACIFIC 
‘REGIONALISM’ '■ 


CAN TIE PACIFIC ISLANDS REALLY HELP ON ANOTHER? OR IS 
IT MERELY A THEORY THAT WON’T WORK? AN EXPERT COMMENTS. 


THE ISLANDS of the South Pacific 
have had few links with one another 
In the past. 

Their outside contacts have been 
mostly with their parent countries 
overseas, whose colonies they were. 

But as the islands have gradually 
gained self-government over the past 
decade, and have looked around to 
see what their opportunities and fu¬ 
ture problems may be, a conception 
of Pacific regionalism has taken on 
new meanings. 

Pacific regionalism - realising 
that the islands have much in com¬ 
mon, developing inter-island com¬ 
mercial enterprises, working out 
deals with one another - is at a cru¬ 
cial stage. 

Dr. Richard Hen, of Tasmania, 
presented an analysis of the situation 
to the hearings of Australia's Senate 
Committee. 

His written submission was made 
on behalf of the Australian Institute 
of International Affairs on Foreign 
Affairs and Defense last year. A 
transcript of his testimony has re¬ 
cently become available. 

Dr. Herr said that Pacific region¬ 
alism is at a delicate stage of de¬ 
velopment because a majority of the 
Islands is now attaining self-govern¬ 
ment - and because a second genera¬ 
tion of island leaders, with new views, 
is coming to the fore. 

here are excerpts from the ques¬ 
tions the Senators put to him, and 
his answers. 

Changing leadership 

Sen. McIntosh: "Do you see the 
South Pacific countries as being very 
dependent on their leaders in com¬ 
parison with other countries? If so, 
is this situation changing and what 
style of leadership is likely to em¬ 
erge? 

Dr. Herr; "The answer is certainly 
yes to the first question and I do see 
it as changing. It is fairly evide nt 
with the change in Nauru ... there 
is a similar situation with Prime Min¬ 
ister Efi in Western Samoa,also be¬ 
cause of the unsettled conditions cer¬ 
tainly the Solomons will change. 

There is a second generation of 
leadership emerging and this second 
generation of leadership will be slight¬ 
ly less traditionally oriented, less 
conscious of so much of the tissue of 
relationships involved in maintain¬ 


ing traditional society. For example 
Prime Minister Efi has been much 
more enthusiastically in favour of de¬ 
velopment than were either of his 2 
predecessors. I suspect that trend 
will continue. On the question of 
possible changes in leadership, it 
was very, very possible Fiji would 
have had its first Indian Prime Min¬ 
ister a few months ago which seems 
less likely now. However if that one 
change did happen it would make an 
enormous amount of difference to 
the rest of the South Pacific. Fij¬ 
ian Prime Minister, Sir Kamasese 
Ratu Mara, has traditional links with 
the central Polynesian states in the 
South Pacific. He has an enormous 
amount ot personal prestige in this 
area. He, probably more than any¬ 
one else, has been responsible for 
whatever real benefits of regional¬ 
ism exist in the South Pacific. If, 
or indeed when, he leaves office 
that cement of South Pacific region¬ 
alism will be removed; those ties 
that bind them together will be 
loosened and this makes a differ¬ 
ence to Australia. We have been 
enthusiastic supporters of a regional 
approach in the South Pacific and 
we must at least be aware that some 
of the emphasis an regionalism ex¬ 
isting today may be vitiated by 
events in the future. The one event 
that strikes me as being most likely 
to have an effect will be the pass¬ 
ing from the political scene of Ratu 
Sir Kamasese Mara. That is one 
change in leadership that will direct¬ 
ly affect our diplomatic relations. 
However to qualify that, obviously 
if it goes on for a long time and the 
second generation of leaders emerge 
who build their own connections, 
then Ratu Sir Kamasese Mara will 
become less and less personally im¬ 
portant to die complexion of South 
Pacific regionalism... 

Sen. McIntosh: "How realistic do 
you think the concept of regional¬ 
ism is for the countries of the South 
Pacific? In which endeavours does 
it work and will it become stronger 
in the future? 

Dr. Herr: "To my mind I think it is 
terribly important. Most of my re¬ 
search has been on regionalism and 
thus I think it is particularly justifi¬ 
able in this area. The South Pacific 
is the world's most prolific spawning 
ground for microstates and micro¬ 
states are almost by definition limit¬ 
ed in their physical capacities. 


There are a few Dubais and Naurus 
about the place, but not terribly 
many, and certainly very few in 
the South Pacific. And so there 
are advantages in sharing, there 
are disadvantages «well; besides 
sharing strengths one also tends to 
share weaknesses, and this is what 
I think you were asking me about 
the regional airline. They try to 
individualise die profits and dis¬ 
perse the loss and everybody objects 
to that. But I think it is a concept 
that most of the governments in die 
South Pacific are committed to. I 
suppose I would have a hard dime 
detailing endreiy the areas in which 
it is most appropriate; I have given 
the Committee a copy of die report 
that I helped to write last year in 
which we detailed the areas of re¬ 
gionalism for which we thought the 
SPC was the most appropriate body. 
There are certainly a lot of other 
areas where I think the South Pacif¬ 
ic Forum and its research secretar¬ 
iat body, SPEC, are doing tremen¬ 
dous work, if they can continue 
with it. 

Can regionalIsn work? 

"I think that Drxngs me to your 
third question: Is it changing or 
will it succeed? I am certainly 
somewhat less opdmisdc today 
than I would have been three or 
four years ago. I think it was 3 
years ago that Ratu Mara said at a 
Forum meeting: 'If we cannot 
solve this civil aviadon problem 
regionally then regionalism is dead*. 
Well, it has been three or four years 
and they have not solved it. I do 
not think regionalism is dead, but 
one does have to recognise that re¬ 
gionalism has to be pracdcal; at 
one level it can be based on cam¬ 
araderie but when you get down 
to money and major development 
projects, inter-country co-opera- 
don, it becomes a very serious 
business indeed and good mate- 
ship just does not pay all the bills 
and it does not solve all the prob¬ 
lems. I think it is to the credit of 
the South Pacific that it has reach¬ 
ed the stage in regional associa¬ 
tions which is the awkward stage, 
where it has to begin making real 
progress, and I am hopeful it will 
make this progress, but I am aware 
that it may not. 
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"One looks to the Caribbean Com¬ 
mission which was a sister body to 
the SPC. 1 think that went through 
4 different permutations in a life 
that lasted less than 20 years and it 
is not around today. The Caribbean 
Federation failed; one looks at the 
East Afrlcap Federation and the East 
African - the name escapes me at 
the moment - the sharing of the 
postal services, the airlines and so 
forth. These sorts of ventures have 
collapsed because there was an at¬ 
tempt to do more than the real sup¬ 
port underlying it would permit. 

They in part expanded under the in¬ 
fluence of colonial administrators 
who recognised that these problems 
were coming and thought they would 
anticipate them, and so they created 
the structures for regional co-opera¬ 
tion once independence arrived. 

But once independence arrived the 

"THE TIES THAT BIND.,. ” -- 



PETER TALI COLEMAN 
American Samoa 


A SECOND GENERATION OF ISLAND 



TUPUOLA EFI 
Western Samoa 


local rivalries came to the fore; the 
support was not there and they col¬ 
lapsed inward to the smallest size 
that they could sustain. 

The South Pacific, 1 hope, is not 
in that situation, but it is at the 
transition stage between a minority 
of states being independent or self- 
governing and the majority becom¬ 
ing independent and self-governing, 
and that is a very crucial and diffi¬ 
cult stage, I think, for regional 
association generally. 

Multiple associations 

"This is why I support the view of 
multiplicity of regional associations 
in the South Pacific. There was a 
view last year from the task force 
report that was made under sponsor¬ 
ship of the Forum that we would be 



RATU SIR KAMISESE MARA 
Fiji 

COMING TO THE FORE — 



§ \ ; 

PETER KENILOREA 
Solomon Islands 


better off with one single effic: 
association, but this has not b f 
the pattern. If one looks at 
and the remarkable succes- re¬ 
gional association there, part of it 
has been due to the variety of op¬ 
tions open in regional association, 
and it has been the multiplicity of 
regional associations rather than the 
unity, a movement towards a 
rationalisation of associations which 
has been characteristic of its success. 
I think we want, from our point of 
view, to be a bit careful about try¬ 
ing to impose a kind of efficiency 
which simply may not be there. I 
know this was the view that the 
smaller states took last year at 
Nauru. They said; 'We are not 
altogether certain that we want to 
have our options reduced by 50 per 
cent'. 

Chairman: "Do you see any threat. 


POLITICS IN THE PACIFIC are highly 
personalised. The quality of "mana” 
is important - an in-dwelling kind of 
spiritual power, which has far more 
meaning than die slightly dnselly 
western quality called "charisma". 

Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara has great 
mana. As American Samoa's first 
elected Governor, Peter Tali Cole¬ 
man has it too. His great experience 
in government in Samoa and in the 
Trust Territory of Micronesia equip 
him to be one of the Pacific's fore¬ 
most leaders. 

Younger men are also emerging, 
and their views and national aspir¬ 
ations are being heard Pacific-wide. 

-ok-. 



MICHAEL SOMARE 
Papua New Guinea 
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ot weakening to regionalism, 
through the matter you referred to 
a while ago, the possible dhange in 
the style and attitude of new leaders? 
Dr. Herr: "On the one hand I<$ef 
it as being the hope for regional 
association. I do not think it is a 
problem, but one of the difficulties 
with current attitudes towards re¬ 
gional association in the South Pa¬ 
cific is that it is built on this first 
generation of leaders who have 
known each other much of their 
lives, certainly most of their poli¬ 
tical lives. They are used to work¬ 
ing together, and feel comfortable 
together, and it has been highly 
personalised. 

"If regional association in the 
South Pacific is going to endure 
and move on to bigger and better 
things, it has to be subject to rout¬ 
ine to some extent. It has to be¬ 
come an institutional thing. This 
means that the transition in leader¬ 
ships should not affect it, and so on 
the one hand, recognising that so 
much of the present level of region¬ 
al consciousness is based on this 
personal factor of the current lead¬ 
ership, it makes me a bit nervous 
about a change to a second genera¬ 
tion of leadership. On the other 
hand, one has to be optimistic be¬ 


cause if they succeed, if the transi¬ 
tion takes place and the commit¬ 
ment is still there, then I tend to 
think that regional associations 
will be successful in the South Pa¬ 
cific and they will do the job that 
people want them to do... 

"Basically there is a misappre¬ 
hension among a lot of people that 
the SPC is an aid-giving body; that 
it is there to disburse aid funds and 
provide aid projects and this sort of 
thing. It is not. It is a catalyst 
body - it was originally. It does 
provide small quantities of direct 
aid but that was not originally its 
primary purpose. If it had more 
funds I have no doubt that it could 
engage effectively, with appropri¬ 
ate technology. This is an area 
in which the co-operation of the 
SPC mi$it be very useful. But its 
effectiveness, to my mind, has been 
in areas which are not catered for by 
other bodies. 

Everybody was there 

"The South Pacific Conference is 
one such instance, as Senator Prim - 
mer will remember from the con¬ 
ference in Rarotonga. Almost 
everybody who is interested in the 


South Pacific was there. The poss¬ 
ibility for informal off-record ne¬ 
gotiations and discussions was end¬ 
less really and people made use of 
them. This is a forum that the 
South Pacific Forum as a political 
body cannot offer. 

"The heads of government simply 
are not going to allow the universi¬ 
ties, philanthropic organisations, 
governments not involved in the dis¬ 
cussions to be parties to their negotia¬ 
tions. But you can do this sort of 
thing on an informal basis in the con¬ 
ference. 

Dlssenlnatlng opinion 

"This therefore gives the South 
Pacific an enormously viable instru¬ 
ment for gaining the opinions, and 
even more importantly from our 
point of view, disseminating the 
opinions of the South Pacific island¬ 
ers to the rest of the world, than any 
other arrangement existing at the 
moment. The reason this forum ex¬ 
ists as it does is because the SPC is 
non-political. If it were to become 
a body like the Forum, or if it were 
to be absorbed in the Forum, I think 
it would be more difficult for a lot 
of the participants in the conference 
to be involved... " 
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AN ENTRY IN A "MINUTE BOOK" IN NEW ZEALAND ONLY DEEPENS THE 


Mystery of Norfolk’s 122-year-old 


BACK IN 1857 Governor William 
Denison, visiting Norfolk Island, 
vas shown a letter the Pitcairners 
tad been given, which they felt 
proved Norfolk was theirs. 

The Governor took it out of Chief 
Magistrate G. M.F. Young's hands, 
ind said it was of no further use to 
the people of the Island. 

That was the origin of the legend 
of "the missing document" which 
anguished generations of Norfolk 
Islanders. 

What was the letter? 

Controversy about it arose re¬ 
cently with publicity in the New 
Zealand press concerning an old 
"minute book" from Norfolk, now 
in the possession of Mr. P.W. Col¬ 
lins, of Tauranga. 

Historical research reveals that 
the letter Gov. Denison snatched 
away may have been any one of 
three different letters - two of 
which are still missing, if in fact 
they ever existed. 

For some years it has been assumed 
that the letter Denison took was the 
"Fremantle letter". 

About two weeks after the Pitcairn¬ 
ers landed at Norfolk, Captain Ste¬ 
phen G. Fremantle arrived in K. M. S. 
"Juno". He wrote a letter while an¬ 
chored offshore, and then came on¬ 
to the Island and read it out, and 
gave it to Chief Magistrate Young. 

Was the Fremantle letter "the 
missing document" ? 

Chief Magistrate Young says that 
the letter Gov. Denison took out of 
his hands was something quite dif¬ 
ferent. 

And - to deepen the mystery - 
Young recited a different story 
again, in another signed statement. 

In one statement, the one in the 
minute book found by Mr. Collins, 
Young says the letter Denison took 
was one Superintendent Stewart had 
given him when the Pitcairners first 
landed, ^putting us in possession of 
Norfolk Island and all stores live 
stock houses etc. etc." He says the 
letter was signed by Denison him¬ 
self. That does not sound like the 
Fremantle letter. 

Captain Fremantle didn't reach 
Norfolk for a couple of weeks after 
the Pitcairners landed - and he sign¬ 
ed his own letter himself. 

The Collins minute book has 
about 30 pages, with lined paper, 
bound like a school exercise book. 

It includes statements by various 
Islanders about their understand¬ 


ing of the terms of the move to 
Norfolk. The statements are writ¬ 
ten mostly in one hand, but are 
signed by the various people mak¬ 
ing the statements. 

A number of dates are mention¬ 
ed in the minute book. One is 
1885, so the book was written no 
earlier than that year, and could 
have been written years later. 

In 1898, Young and other lead¬ 
ing Islanders made another set of 
formal statements about the move 
to Norfolk. They were distressed 
that self-government had been 
taken away from them in 1896, 
and were trying to plead for jus¬ 
tice. 

In that 1898 statement, G.M.F. 
Young says that the letter Gov. Deni¬ 
son took from him was signed "by 
order of Sir William Denison - Cap¬ 
tain Stephen Fremantle". 

That sounds like the "Fremantle 
letter”, which concluded with the 
words "This is communicated by 
direction of H.E. the Governor Gen¬ 
eral. ” 

But in Young's 1898 statement he 
says that the letter Denison took 
away had been handed to Young by 
Captain Freemantle "on his arrival 
on Pitcairns Island in the year 1855”! 

Was Young's memory playing 
tricks on him? He was born in 1822 
and in 1898 he was 76 years old. 

His signature,in both the Collins 
minute book and the 1898 statement, 
is infirm. 

Captain Fremantle had visited Pit¬ 
cairn in 1855, and he had taken 
along with him a message from Gov. 
Denison. In Fremantle’s report of 
the visit, he describes this message 
as being a description of Norfolk 
Island, drawn up and furnished by 
Denison. Was it in fact a letter? 

If so, perhaps it implied promises - 
though it was unlikely that Denison 
would have made firm commitments, 
because he did not sense that he had 
authority to make firm commitments 
at the time he sent Fremantle to Pit¬ 
cairn. 

Here is the full text of Young’s 
1898 statement. 

"I George Martin Frederick 
Young of Norfolk but late of Pit¬ 
cairns Island say 

"That I was 1st Councillor on 
Pitcairns Island during the year 
1852, and Chief Magistrate for the 
years 1855. 1856, and Chief Magis¬ 
trate on Norfolk Island during the 
years 1857 and 1859. 


Lost Letter 

"In 1853 Mr. Nicholas British 
Consul Raiatea called at Pitcairns 
Island. He ascertained the feel¬ 
ings of the Community upon the 
contemplated removal from Pit¬ 
cairns Island to Norfolk Island. 

On his return to Raiatea Mr. Arthur 
Quintal the then Chief Magistrate 
received a letter from him to the 
following effect. 1 am directed by 
the Duke of Newcastle to inform 
the inhabitants of Pitcairns Island 
that Norfolk Island shall not be 
wholly ceded to them (700 acres 
will be reserved as glebe land). 

After receiving the above letter, 
the majority of the Pitcairn Com¬ 
munity consented to emigrate to 
Norfolk Island, and Admiral Mores¬ 
by who had taken great interest in 
the movement was duly notified 
of the fact. In 1855 Captain Fre¬ 
mantle was ordered to Pitcairns 
Island to ascertain the feelings of 
the people of Pitcairns Island upon 
the matter of their removal to Nor¬ 
folk Island. Captain Fremantle as¬ 
certained the fact that the majority 
of the Community were prepared to 
emigrate to Norfolk Island. 

"In the early part of the year 1856 
the Ship "Morayshire” with Lieuten¬ 
ant Gregorie arrived off Pitcairns 
Island for the purpose of removing 
the Community to Norfolk Island. 

A public meeting was called by 
me. Mr. Gregorie read despatches 
and instructions giving the whole 
of Norfolk Island excepting 700 
acres to the Pitcairn Islanders; 
promising us the right to govern 
ourselves in the same manner as 
we were governed in Pitcairns Isl¬ 
and. The houses given in lieu of 
those we left behind, all live stock, 
stores etc. with the exception of 
2 or 3 horses, properties of some 
gentleman. These promises made 
by the Imperial Officer in charge 
of the removal overcame all ob¬ 
jections and finally induced the 
whole Community to emigrate to 
Norfolk Island, and it was distinct¬ 
ly understood between all parties 
that Norfolk Island would be ceded 
to the Pitcairn Islanders if they 
emigrate to Norfolk Island (77 
acres excepted). That Mr. Greg¬ 
orie did not nor did we gather 
from despatches or those persons 
with whom we communicated, 
that at some future date these 
promises would be revoked. Our 
trust in the promises of Imperial 
Agents at that time was full and 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / August 1978 


30 



perfect. 

"On the arrival at Norfolk Isl¬ 
and in June 1856 the promises 
made by the Imperial Govern¬ 
ment were fulfilled by Superin- 
tendant Stewart in charge of Nor¬ 
folk Island on our arrival. In the 
presence of Mr. Gt&gorie he (Stew¬ 
art) handed to me as Chief Magis¬ 
trate of the Pitcairn Islanders (I 
then held no commission from the 
Crown) Norfolk Island and all it 
contained, the houses,, horses, 
keys, cattle, sheep, swine with docu¬ 
ments, book, papers etc. with a 
complete list of all articles on the 
island with a letter from Sir William 
Denison, Governor of New South 
Wales, putting us in possession of 
Norfolk Island and all it contained, 
and signed by him. 

"For the year 1857 1 was Chief 
Magistrate of Norfolk Island with a 
Commission from the Crown, and 
dealt with the live stock and all the 
articles on the Island as the property 
of the Community. In 1856 the 
houses were drawn for by lots and to 
the best of my belief all keys of the 
different houses of Norfolk Island I 
distributed to the heads of families 
as each one took possession of his 
house. 

"The cattle were divided by giv¬ 
ing to each person one beast, the 


balance was reserved for public pur¬ 
poses. The horses were divided by 
lots reserving one mare for breeding 
purposes so that each family may 
have a horse. The sheep were re¬ 
served for public purposes. These 
arrangements were made solely by 
the Community themselves. The 
whole of the stock could if they had 
a mind, have been divided amongst 
themselves but they thought certain 
expenses would be required from 
time to time and so part of the 
live stock was not divided. It was 
from the proceeds of the live stock 
great portions of the Norfolk Island 
Fund was derived from. 

"The whole of Norfolk Island was 
at first directed by Lieutenant Greg- 
orie to be divided into 32 or 33 
shares so that each family at that 
time may have one of such share, 
but at a public meeting called for 
that purpose it was decided that the 
Island should be cut up into 50 acre 
lots and that each family should 
take one lot, the rest to be given 
to each married couple on marriage. 
This arrangement was made by the 
people themselves and sanctioned 
by the Governor of N. Island. 

"Subsequently the area was re¬ 
duced to 25 acres on marriage. 

The only conditions attached up to 
this period to the occupation of 


land was that of marriage. 

"In 1886 another change in the 
land laws was made, that is before 
the Crown Grant Issues the married 
couple must put upon the land per¬ 
manent improvements to the value 
of 2£ per acre, and young men be¬ 
fore marriage of the age of 25 years 
may take up 12i acres on the im¬ 
proved system. Sanctioned by his 
Excellency Lord Carrington. 

"Ever since our arrival upon this 
island the Community of Pitcalrns 
Island have considered that Norfolk 
Island and all it contained was given 
to them to be held under the Crown. 

"That in the year 1859 Governor 
Denison visited Norfolk Island and 
took from me in the presence of Mr. 
Thomas Buffett, my 1st Councillor 
an unpublished letter signed by order 
of Sir William Denison - Captain 
Stephen Fremantle which was handed 
to me by him on his arrival on Pit- 
cairns Island in the year 1855. 

"The purport of this letter was to 
the effect that Norfolk Island and all 
it contained are to be handed to the 
Pitcairn Islanders, on their arrival on 
Norfolk Island. 1 complained to Sir 
John Pakington when he was Secre¬ 
tary of States for the Colonies, of 
the action of the Governor. 

"G.M.F. Young* 




What an expert says about the Crock-Rot 


ttThere are 
several reasons 
why I think the 
Crock-Pot is the 
best slow cooker 
there is. 

First of all, it 
has a wrap-around 

heating element which circles 
the cooking bowl to give a slow, 
steady heat So meals cook gently 
and evenly to keep food looking as 
good as it will taste Next there is 
the Crock-Pot’s direct temperature 
control, which gives constant heat.,. 
the secret of good, slow cooking 
M® the finish of the cooking bowl 
is important It has a marvellous 
rich glaze which makes it an 
attractive serving dish to take to 
the table, and it's so easy to 
clean. When you choose a Crock-Rot 
slow cooker you discover for yourself 
how wonderful food can taste.99 


slow cooker 


AVAILABLE IN TAYLORS ROAD AT A BIG DISCOUNT FROM 


PETE’S PLACE 
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Norfolk 


LONG-TIME Norfolk resident Billie 
Ward has recently returned from 
Honolulu where she had medical 
tests and a chance to see her old 
friend Miriam Davis once again. 
Billie is recuperating in her 'room 
with a view' out Anson Bay way 
and chats happily and animatedly 
about the Norfolk Island she loves. 

Many remember Billie driving 
her horse and sulky into town and 
around Norfolk. 

This place is just different," says 
Billie. "It's like no other place in 
the world. Its geography is unique. 

Its water situation is different. His¬ 
torically it's different too. It was 
never colonised by another country. 
There is no indigenous population. 

"The Pitcairners, when moved 
to Norfolk Island under instructions 
from Queen Victoria, as Queen in 
Council with an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, were moved to the island and 
it was to be a distinct and separate 
settlement within the British Com¬ 
monwealth. This was also unique. 

'•still part of the 
British UooiBonwealth" 

"1 believe we are still part of 
the British Commonwealth. There 
has never been any order in Coun¬ 
cil which has altered this. " 

Billie has been on Norfolk for 
25 years. She has been a close ob¬ 
server of all of Norfolk's fascina¬ 
ting developments and has partici¬ 
pated keenly in the joys and strug¬ 
gles this island has had over those 
years. She is deeply concerned with 
Norfolk’s history and is devoted to 
both the island and its people. 

In 1856, an Order In Council, did 
make Norfolk Island a distinct and 
separate settlement. And the Queen's 
instructions were that the Governor 
of N. S. W. should make laws only if 
they preserved the Pitcairners' right 
of self-government. He could grant 
land only as the Pitcairners' tradi¬ 
tions and laws prescribed and be was 
instructed to follow the Pitcairners' 
own system. This was a unique ar¬ 
rangement. 

"Norfolk was meant to be differ¬ 
ent, ” says Billie. 

"Most other countries, for example, 
try to find an export product of some 
sort to bring in money. Every export 


LIVING 



flat on its face. Not anybody's fault. 
'Acts of God’spoil it or something. 

It was meant to be different. 

"It seems Norfolk Island should 
not expect to get revenue through 
exports, but should import the 
revenue through tourism. 

"On Norfolk we prefer to take care 
of ourselves in our own way and to 
take care of others when they need 
it. Help doesn't come by right but 
by some other way - Christian love - - 
from the heart!" 

Billie, a physiotherapist, has 
treated many on Norfolk. Now, 
many of the islanders are being 
kind as she has had to take things 
easier since her return from Hawaii. 
Friends shop for her, clean the house, 
pick up her mail, do her laundry, 
feed the chickens, her one turkey 
and the cows, bring in fresh fruit 
and vegetables by the basketful and 
keep the wooden box next to her 
cast-iron Franklin stove filled with 
short pieces of wood. Some bring 
their own meals along too so they 
can just talk and be with Billie. 

She is always full of fun, well-in¬ 
formed about what's going on in 
the world and very interesting. 


educated at Harvard 

Born in Boston, Massachusetts, 
in the U. S.A., Billie was educated 
at Harvard University. As a young 
student she lived on 10 cents a day, 
often walking from Boston across 
the Charles River to get to Cam - 
bridge to attend classes. The econo¬ 
mic strain eased a little when she 
got part-time jobs waitressing and 
baby-sitting. 

Billie practiced physiotherapy 
from 1928 until the Second World 
War broke out. She was raising 
turkeys when she became what was 
referred tp r aj "a civilian attached 
to the tr.S. Army" and was station¬ 
ed in Honolulu at Schofield Barracks 
right after Pearl Harbor. She gave 
physiotherapy to the wounded. She 


then returned to the mainland on a 
ship in charge of six children being 
evacuated from Hawaii. 

Billie met Miriam Davis, also a 
physiotherapist, in San Francisco 
where she enrolled hi a course. Mir¬ 
iam was teaching Sister Kenny's tech¬ 
niques for treating polio victims. 

Sister Kenny had agreed to teach her 
methods to six people in the U. S. 
and Miriam Davis was one. 

After the war, Billie, Miriam and 
another friend, Elma, who has since 
died, "retired" on a 120 acre farm 
("thirty acres cleared") out of Rose- 
berg, Oregon. They raised cows 
which they sold for beef and turkeys. 
"Roseberg was called the timber capi¬ 
tal of the world, " says Billie. 

In 1953 Miriam and Billie de¬ 
cided to come to see Mr. & Mrs. 

Eduard Moore, fellow Americans and 
friends from California who had made 
their home on Norfolk. 

In a drought, Norfolk 
looks like California 

"Norfolk was having a dry season,” 
says Billie. "The golden hills looked 
just like California's." They stayed 
on here. 

"In those days there was only one 
plane a week from New Zealand and 
Qantas flew here once every two weeks. 

Miriam worked in the Norfolk Island 
Hospital for a while with "Bonnie Kik" 
and had had training in 'isolation 
technique' which was invaluable when 
Norfolk had a typhoid case. There 
was only one source of hot water at 
the hospital in those days - the tap in 
the kitchen. 

Billie Ward could tell endless, fas¬ 
cinating tales about Norfolk and its 
past. But she is wise and discreet 
and has that wonderful trait of tell¬ 
ing a lot less than she knows. 

"People who come here to live 
come because they like the place. 

If it doesn't turn out to be what it 
was expected to be, people leave. 

I am just very grateful to be on Nor¬ 
folk, " she says, looking out her wind¬ 
ow across her paddock to the Pacific. 

"It is unique and lovely. 

"Let's keep it that way. It seems 
like a good idea to advertise for tour¬ 
ists to come to a place that's 'differ¬ 
ent' and sample the Norfolk Island 
type of accommodation." 
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THE EVER-POPULAR avocado is 
with us again. Here is a dip with 
a difference. 

CURRIED AVOCADO DIP 
2 medium avocados 
4 tablespoons lemon juice 
2 slices bacon 
3/4 teasp. curry powder 
1 clove garlic minced or mashed 
1 tablespoon minced or chopped 
chives 

1 tablespoon mayonnaise 
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
i teasp. Tabasco 
\ teasp. chili powder 
salt to taste 

Scoop and mash the avocado . 

Cook bacon until crisp and chop 
finely. Mix the remaining ihgred- 
ients with the avocado till well 
blended. Serve chilled with hot 
buttered rye toast. 

Margaret Fulton’s tip: To keep 
avocado dip from discoloration 
leave the seed in the mixture whilst 
storing in the fridge. 

BELGIAN CAKE 

A shallow, moist, dark, lightly 
fruited and spongy-textured cake 
just right for afternoon tea. 

4^ oz. caster sugar 

4 oz. currants 

1/3 pint water 

4 oz. butter 

1 level tsp. mixed spice 

1 level tsp. baking powder 

1 level tsp. bicarbonate of soda 

6i oz. plain flour 

Grease and line a 7 to 8 in. round 

cake tin. 

Place the sugar, currants, water and 
butter into a saucepan and boil for 
a few minutes till the sugar dissolves. 
Cool. 

Sift together the dry ingredients. 

Make a hollow in the centre and 
pour the contents of the saucepan 
in. Mix well and turn into the 
cake tin. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 50 to 60 
minutes until well risen and spongy 
to the touch. 

Add citrus jelly. 
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WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
FOLLOWING ON last month’s look 
at good wines in.the lower price 
bracket, I came across a white new 
to the Bond. It is the Kaiser Stuhl 
1975 Sauternes selling at $1. 90. 

Many of our wines which bear tra¬ 
ditional generic names follow the 
original in only the broadest sense 
but with this one the maker has clear¬ 
ly set out to do better and, in fact, 
has used the traditional grapes of die 
French region. Semilion and Sauvl- 
gon Blanc. The result is a smooth, 
sweet wine with a rich bouquet, lots 
of fruit, residual sugar and a slightly 
acid finish. If you prefer sweet 
wines you should like this one but, 
even if you normally go for dry 
styles, you should find it pleasing 
in its right role, with your dessert. 

Turning to reds it was not difficult 
to pick two of outstanding value for 
money. Both the Quelltaler San Car¬ 
lo Claret and Wynn's Ovens Valley 
Shiraz (a Burgundy style) are still 
available from the 1972 vintage and 
must stand out at $2.20 and $2.40. 

It is pleasing to see new wines 
appearing in the Bond and I look 
forward to trying and telling of them 
over the next months. At this stage 
I have tried a Rose which merits com¬ 
ment. 

Stanley Wines "Terrace" Rose is a 
good example of the style having an 
attractive clear colour, delicate 
Spritzig (those tiny, prickly bub¬ 
bles) and a characteristic "green" 
grapes flavour. Packed in a Portu¬ 
gese style bottle it is priced at 
$2.55. Incidentally, we find a 
good Rose is quite versatile and 
goes well when you are looking for 
something lighter than a normal red 
and can be enjoyed in lieu of a dry 
white with many dishes. 



ON LOOKING with dismay at my gar¬ 
den after the severe storm just ex¬ 
perienced, I have decided never has 
it been so severely pruned or defolia¬ 
ted; still, due to that self-same storm, 
perhaps the shrubs will not have the 
"dehydrated" look which they have 
had die last two dry years. Nature 
is always ready to heal wounds. 

Many shrubs have been loosened 
at their roots and have had to be sup¬ 
ported by tying to stakes. When do¬ 
ing so, I find a piece of carpet ex¬ 
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cellent to place between the tying 
material and the bark or foliage - 
this prevents chaffing or bruising. 

If bark is broken by tying or any 
cause, these spots are readily in¬ 
fected by disease or insects. 

Not very much planting out can 
be carried out until the ground 
warms a little more. Why not give 
some thought to that lily-pond so 
often thought about - -no shortage 
of water now! These little ponds 
can most artistically fill a difficult 
spot or corner, providing there is 
good overhead sunlight, e.g. water 
lilies will not flower if not in full 
light and a pond without lilies 
would not seem like a pond. Of 
course, there are many other water 
plants, bog plants and ferns that 
may be used to good advantage. 

Do not think that all ponds must 
be in full sun. For instance a large 
container may be set into pond in 
which may be planted iris, papy¬ 
rus grass, and ferns. This, plus 
"floating" plants and interesting 
rocks surrounding, can all add up 
to a worthwhile project. 

Next month I will talk about 
fish and waterfalls. 

Oh yes, should you be planting 
water lilies, remember they must 
be covered by at least eighteen 
inches of water. 



Creamy rice pudding 

2Vz cups cooked rice 
3-4 tablespoons brown sugar 

1 cup milk 

2 tablespoons butter 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
V 2 cup raisins 

Vi cup cream 

Thoroughly combine rice with 
other ingredients. Pour into lightly 
greased CROCK-POT. Cover and 
cook on high 1-2 hours, LOW 4-6 
hours. Stir several times during the 
first 30 minutes. 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 
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"Rain, rain, go away. 

Come back another day." 

Dare I write such a thing? Surely, 
though, we've had sufficient rain to 
soak the Island right down to its very 
foundations: Seems silly doesn't it? 
One minute we’re complaining be¬ 
cause there's not enough rain and 
then next minute we're complaining 
because there's too much. 1 believe 
during June the Island had about 8" 
of rain so it will be interesting to 
see what the total is for July. 

Although the rain caused postpone¬ 
ment of several sporting fixtures - it 
seemed to pour down each Saturday - 
there-was still plenty of activity on 
the Island during the past month. 

The Greens Football Team has been 
very busy raising funds for its Injured 
Players' Fund. On Saturday, 8th 
July, the team conducted a Car Trial 
which ended at the Youth Centre 
Compound at Kingston where entrants 
and visitors enjoyed a sausage sizzle. 
The Car Trial had been posponed 
from the previous week and even on 
the day it was held the weather didn't 
look too promising in the morning. 
However, die rain held off, although 
I believe the conditions were still 
very muddy. Winner of the trial was 
Dave Cox, followed by Peter Williams 
and third was Marsh Gondon. Winner 
of the ladies' section was Judy Bouch¬ 
er and last car home was Roger New¬ 
man's. After it was all over, 1 
could imagine everyone was really 
looking forward to their sausages! 

Another very successful evening 
organised by the Greens was an Island 
Seafoods Night held at the Leagues 
Club on Saturday, 22nd July. About 
120 people were present to enjoy a 
really delicious meal of fish cooked 
in the traditional Island way. There 
was smoked, baked, fried and steam¬ 
ed fish to choose from with chips. 
Plenty of salads and hi-hi (periwinkle) 
pie. The fish and salads were served 
smorgasbord style, and then one re¬ 
turned to one's table on which were 
all different kinds of pilhis - kumera, 
pumpkin, pluti to name a few. Fam¬ 
iliar faces outside cooking included 
Robbie Chapman, Carl Schmitz, 

Pelley Evans and Norm LeCren. I 
believe the wives had been very busy 
the previous day cooking hi-hi pies 
and pilhis. Max Hobbins, together 
with David Rodgers and Shane Me - 


Coy, provided most enjoyable mu¬ 
sic and by all accounts a marvellous 
time was had by all. 

Whilst talking about "food", I 
must tell you about the marvellous 
Seafood Night which the South Paci¬ 
fic Hotel holds each Thursday night. 
I believe on this occasion the dining 
room is filled to capacity and I 
would say at least half would be lo¬ 
cals. On one particular Thursday I 
caught sight of Chris and Pat Buffett 
with their family, Hugh and Helen 
Sampson, Margaret and Peter Chris¬ 
tian with their daughter, Anne 
Freshwater with her mum and dad, 
Gordie Hancherow and Joyce Ionn. 

A choice of entres was offered - 
either Tahitian Fish or Curried Tur¬ 
key on this particular evening. 

Did you hear about the "pregnant 
lady" at the Golf Club's Vice-Versa 
Night who was operated on by her 
colleagues and then gave birth to 
a set of bagpipes? This created a 
great deal of amusement and was 
one of the floorshows during the 
night. Eddie Lloyd, Jim Dobbs 
and Basil Vercoe were so good do¬ 
ing the Can-Can they were required 
to do an encore. Best female im¬ 
personator was Brian LeCren who 
looked "rather gorgeous" from all 
reports. He was dressed in a long, 
red., slinky frock with a red scarf 
tied charleston fashion round his 
black wig. Joyce Dyer dressed in 
an old-fashioned suit, complete 
with grey felt hat, bushy beard 
and pipe was judged as the best 
male impersonator. Believe Gary 
Richards and Derek O'Beirne look¬ 
ed terrific too. 

Other fund-raising activities 
held during the month included 
a beautifully presented sit-down 
dinner organised by the Girl Guides 
and their mothers to raise funds for 
the Guides who are going to the 
Colo River camp at the end of 
August with their leader Dianne 
Buffett. The tables looked really 
effective with their tablecloths 
and bowls of flowers and the 
Guides themselves waited on the 
tables. 

Girl Guide, Kathy Tullner. 
celebrated her birthday during 
the month with a dinner at Valley 
View. Instead of presents, Kathy 
invited guests to make a donation 
towards the trip to the Colo River 
and this amounted to seme $300 


being raised. What a thoughtful 
gesture on Kathy's part. 

Another similar dinner was held 
again at Valley View to raise funds 
for a new. pump for the Church of 
England organ. A fabulous sum of 
$515 was raised. The generosity of 
this community is really marvellous, 
isn’t it? 

The end of June is always an ex¬ 
citing time of year for the Fourth 
Form pupils at the school as that is 
the time they depart from the Island 
to go on their Vocational Guidance 
Tour to Sydney. This year was no 
exception and on 12 th June 15 pupils 
left for Sydney accompanied by John 
Smith. They were met at the airport 
by their billets and the following day 
were taken on a tour of Sydney. 
Wednesday the 14th was taken up 
with Vocational Guidance Tests 
which were aimed at determining 
what type of career the students 
were best suited for. Tests were di¬ 
rected towards banking, engineering, 
plumbing and hairdressing to name 
a few. On Thursday a visit was 
made to Mascot Airport where the 
students were shown over a Jumbo 
747 and. were also shown where the 
air hostesses and stewards carry out 
their training. 

Narabeen Fitness Camp was die 
next venue where the girls shared 
huts with pupils from Benelbo and 
Woodenbong. The boys camped 
with boys from Yass and Wooden- 
bong. A week was spent here during 
which time everyone participated in 
canoeing, swimming (in a heated 
pool), ball games and a trip down 
the Hawkesbury River on the River 
Rock boat. A disco band was on 
board too so I bet everyone had a 
marvellous time. From the camp 
visits were made to several Banks, 
the Police force and die Careers 
Reference Centre. 

On Friday 2 ltd, the group left 
on a long bus ride to Hill End where 
they were billetted in the Town Hall. 
This proved most interesting - a very 
old town which included a small 
police station, clinic, a museum 
and many old houses. Activities 
here included visiting a sheep sta¬ 
tion, panning for gold and visiting 
mines. 

The students returned to Sydney 
on the Sunday and spent the next 
day with their billets or friends. 
Tuesday saw a tired but happy group 
of students returning to Norfolk with 
lots of stories and experiences to re¬ 
late to their families - a trip which 
by all accounts must have proved 
most beneficial to all who went. 

That's all for this month. 

Cheerio! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ R ETAILERS . 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

j#KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

j •SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

j BMacDONA LD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

! •GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

■ agricultural implements 



Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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Pitcairners’ Land-Bank 


SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS INQUIRES INTO METhODS FOR HELPING 
MAKE LAND AVAILABLE FOR YOUNG FAMILIES WANTING TO LIVE HERE. 

PAGE 5 


Welfare Payments: How Much? 


PRO-INTEGRATION GROUP WANTS FULL AUSTRALIAN BENEFITS AND 
CLAIMS AUSTRALIA HAS TO PAY THEM. COUNCIL DOESN’T AGREE. 

PAGE 7 


Feature Film on Norfolk 


PLANS FOR HERALDING THE RESTORATION OF SELF-GOVERNMENT ON 
NORFOLK NEXT YEAR MAY INCLUDE A FEATURE FILM - AND A LOT MORE. 

PAGE 11 


Kon-Tiki after 30 Years 


BENGT DANIELSSON TALKS ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF THE POLYNESIAN 
RACE. IT LOOKS AS IF TONGA MAY HAVE BEEN THE JUMPING-OFF PLACE. 

PAGE 25 


Economic Independence 

PROF. MALCOLM TREADGOLD SAYS NORFOLK’S ECONOMIC STUDY GOES 
HAND- IN-HAND WITH SELF- GOVERNMENT - AND TALKS ABOUT SECRECY. 

PAGE 28 


PLUS: 


■*»MEW INCINERATOR PLANT WOULD COST $100,000 A YEAR. ..NEW HOTEL PLANS UP IN 
THE AIR NOW...HOW PRIVATE IS A NORFOLK BANK ACCOUNT?...U.N.DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS...REVIEW OF A FINE NEW BOOK ON NORFOLK’S MISSION ... GOOD 
WINES “IN BOND"... "NORFOLK LIVING"... GARDEN NOTES... "LETTER FROM HOME". 





"BRINGING PEOPLE TOGEThER" 

AT WIDELY VARYING FARES 

AIR FARES charged by East-West be¬ 
tween Sydney and Norfolk recently 
were raised to $306 return, with an 
off-season rate of $276 during winter 
months. 

Council objected, but the General 
Manager of East-West replied by say¬ 
ing that there had been cost increases 
in "salaries and wages, fuel and oil 
prices, overhaul manhour rates by 
contractors, radio servicing charges 
and replacement spares costs, amongst 
others." East-West could not absorb 
all these costs, he said, "and higher 
tariffs therefore become inevitable". 

East-West announced at die end of 
August that it was making reductions 
in its fares between Sydney and Ho¬ 
bart. Starting September 10th they 
will be $99 return. This is for con¬ 
firmed seat reservations, not stand¬ 
by, but there is a requirement that 
the stay be between 7 and 30 days. 

The new rate "is designed to attract 
a new market to visit Tasmania," 
East-West’s announcement says. 

The distance between Sjydney and 
hob art is 818 miles. The distance 
between Sydney and Norfolk is 1043 
miles. 

The aircraft flown on both runs 
are stretched Fokker 500s. 

There are some significant dif¬ 
ferences between Sydney-Hobart 
and Sydney-Norfolk. Bad-weather 
alternate airports for Norfolk are 
farther away, requiring East-West 
to carry more reserve fuel and there¬ 
fore fewer passengers. The cost of 
the trip, fully-loaded, has to be 
shared among 38 passengers going 
to Norfolk, as compared with 48 
going to Hobart. The other big 
difference is that East-West has 
competition on the Hobart run, but 
holds a protected monopoly on the 
Sydney-Norfolk run. 

Our calculator indicates that, ad¬ 
justing for Norfolk's greater distance 
and fewer passenger seats, we should 
be paying 6VJc more than people fly¬ 


ing to Hobart - that is, a return fare 
of $159. We are being charged al¬ 
most double that. Is there a reason¬ 
able explanation for where the ex¬ 
tra $147 goes? 


FAMOUS BIG GUNS ARE BACK 

THREE CANNONS - two from the 
"Sirius" and one from the famous 
"Bounty" itself - came back to the 
Island last month after being scienti¬ 
fically treated in Western Australia 
to preserve them from deterioration. 

They went unceremoniously in¬ 
to the Works Depot, and won’t be 
returned to their places of honour 
in Kingston for some weeks. 

They are awaiting new carriages - 
and in the case of the "Bounty" can¬ 
non, which has corroded badly, a 
simple set of blocks to rest on. 

The carriages are being made 
by Col. Ray Reeves. His experience 
with weapons, skill as a historical 
researcher, and artistry as a wood¬ 
worker make him die perfect man 
for the job (which is a free-of-charge 
labour of love on his part). 

When he has them completed, 
people on the Island will be stunned 
by the difference between them and 
the ones that formerly held the 
"Sirius" cannons outside the Admin 
building. They will be considerably 
smaller, and will be painted bright 
red. 

That’s the way they were on the 
"Sirius" when she broke up on the 
Kingston reef in March, 1790. 

Col. Reeves has been in correspon¬ 
dence with world authorities in 
such matters, and has studied histor¬ 
ic reference works to make certain 
the new carriages have an absolute¬ 
ly authentic appearance. 

He is also hoping to build a life- 
size wood model of the "Bounty" 
cannon, so we can see what it 
looked like in the days when Flet¬ 
cher Christian and his mates in¬ 
formed Captain Bligh that his ser¬ 
vices were no longer required. 


NEXT AUGUST the 6th Sou* Paci¬ 
fic Games will be held in Fiji, 
bringing toge*er more *an 2, 000 
competitors from many islands in 
*e Pacific. 

‘ The Games are a great event, 
held every four years recently, 
which give people in *e islands a 
chance to get toge*er socially and 
match their sporting skills against 
one ano*er in some*ing less fierce 
*an Olympic or Commonweal* 
Games competitive standards. 

A pretty good Norfolk rumour 
says *at a number of golfers and 
bowlers here *ink it would be a 
wonderful idea to go along and 
compete, at *eir own expense, if 
*ey could - perhaps taking along 
some outstanding Island youngster 
to enter in junior events. 

The rumour says *at their inqui¬ 
ries began quite correctly wi* a 
letter to *e Administrator to see 
what assistance he might be able 
to give - and *at *e Administra¬ 
tor has actually blocked them, say¬ 
ing *at people on Norfolk do not 
have any place in *e South Paci¬ 
fic Games. 

We hope *e first part of *e rum¬ 
our is accurate. The News would 
be glad to start a contributory fund 
to help wi* the costs of sending 
*e best-rounded Island team possi¬ 
ble to Fiji. 

We hope the second part of *e 
rumour is nonsense - or, at worst, 
a misunderstanding *at can be 
strai^itened out with a little com¬ 
mon sense. 

If *e Administrator (or *e Com¬ 
monweal*) actually were determ¬ 
ined to stop Norfolk Islanders from 
taking part in a Sou* Pacific sport¬ 
ing event (wi* no Government 
cost involved) it would be a very 
newswonhy occurrence, wi* *e 
facts revealing Australia in a ludi¬ 
crous and embarrassing position. 

Could Australia actually take *e 
stand *at Norfolk is not, really a 
Pacific island? Could giant Austra¬ 
lia actually be fearful pf letting 
tiny Norfolk go to *e Games? 
Would Australia try to influence 
*e Sou* Pacific Games Council 
to reject a Norfolk Island team? 

Let's get *is one out into the 
open, right now. 
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ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 


A HONDA. 

Accord 


2-door Hatchback 

& 4-door Sedan 


fuel economy, quiet running and 
an emphasis on safe driving fea¬ 
tures combine with the high quality 
to make this car one of the best 
values on the market. 




Pitcairners’ Land-Bank Planned 


A "LAND BANK" scheme is being ex¬ 
amined by the Society of Descendants 
of the Pitcairn Settlers as a means of 
helping to keep as much Norfolk land 
as possible in the hands of Pitcairners. 

The plan was discussed at a meet¬ 
ing of the Society's general member¬ 
ship on August 14th, which authorized 
president Ken Nobbs and the Society's 
committee to start exploring the le¬ 
gal aspects of such a scheme with a 
local solicitor. 

While the Nimmo Royal Commis¬ 
sion report was in error in stating 
that less than half of the Island's free¬ 
hold and Crown lease lands is owned 
by Pitcairn descendants, much Jand 
formerly owned by Islander families 
has been sold to malnlanders in the 
past la years. Members of the So¬ 
ciety feel this is harmful to the long¬ 
term survival of die Pitcairners as a 
distinct race who are entitled to re¬ 
gard Norfolk as their homeland. 

Society members also feel there 
is need for an organised but entire¬ 
ly voluntary scheme that will help 
young people born on the Island ac¬ 
quire land at reasonable cost if they 
want to return to live here after 
completing their schooling or vo¬ 
cational training in Australia or New 
Zealand. 

Key elements in the Society's 
present thinking include - 

■ Initial capital for the scheme 
would be subscribed by members of 
the Society. They would buy shares 
in a company to be formed for the 
purpose - tentatively called 'Norfolk 
Island Land Bank Ltd. ” at this stage. 

■ The Land Bank would buy land 
that becomes available at a reason¬ 
able price, if the land seems likely 
to be bought by overseas investors. 

■ Residents who own land, but who 
do not have close relatives who want 
to live on Norfolk, would be approa¬ 
ched to consider a "retained life in¬ 
terest" sale of their property to the 
Land Bank. In such an arrangement 
the present owner would receive a 
moderate cash payment for the land 
now, but would retain full lifetime 
use of the land. After the owner's 
death the land would be available 
for sale by the Land Bank to new 
Islander owners at reasonable cost. 

■The Land Bank would be legal¬ 
ly able to be named as a benefici¬ 
ary in the will of people who sup¬ 
port the idea of Pitcairners retain¬ 
ing die majority ownership of Nor¬ 
folk land, and who wish to leave 
land or other assets to help the 


cause. 

■ It would be legally able to re¬ 
ceive gifts of land from Islanders 
who leave Norfolk and want their 
land ro stay in Pitcairner hands. 

■ The Land Bank would main¬ 
tain a register of young people born 
on the Island - though perhaps not 
necessarily of Pitcairn descent - 
who want to live on Norfolk but are 
unable to afford a block of land at 
current market prices. Land owned 
by the Bank would be sold or leased 
to them. Sizeable properties ac¬ 
quired by the Bank might be subdi¬ 
vided for this purpose. If there were 
more applicants than could be ac¬ 
commodated, there would probably 
be a drawing of lots to allocate the 
available properties. 


ANOTHER $5 increase in the weekly 
rate of "pensions" paid by the Island 
to elderly people in need has been 
recommended by Council and is ex - 
pected to be put into effect by Minis¬ 
ter R.J. Ellicott shortly. 

The expected rise would bring 
the special allowance rate to $35 a 
week - 66ft of the new Australian 
aged pension rate of $53.20 a week 
announced in the Commonwealth 
budget last month. 

The proposed increase was sup¬ 
ported unanimously by Council. 

The Administrator said the in¬ 
crease would add $7, 674 a year to 
Island expenditures, and that he saw 
no trouble at all in absorbing that 
amount from local revenues. 

While the figure is confusing - 
not being divisible by $5 - it indi¬ 
cates that about 30 people on the 
Island are receiving the local pen¬ 
sion. 

Testimony to the 1975 Royal Com¬ 
mission revealed that 22 people on 
Norfolk were at that time receiving 
aged pensions from Australia. They 
would have qualified for these by 
living in Australia, and would be en¬ 
titled to continue receiving them 
wherever they live. 

Assuming the number drawing 
Australian pensions has stayed the 
same since 1975, a total of about 
52 people on the Island are current¬ 
ly receiving Norfolk or Australian 
old-age payments. This is 4$ft 
of the Island's permanent popula- 


■The Land Bank would be managed 
with the aim of breaking even, ra¬ 
ther than making a profit or loss. 

It would be operated by a Board of 
Directors elected by all rhose hold¬ 
ing shares. Preference in allocations 
of land might be given to people who 
had subscribed to shares, or their sons 
and daughters. 

Mr. Nobbs says the Society's think¬ 
ing about the Land Bank plan is still 
at an early and flexible stage. He 
says the Society will welcome sugges¬ 
tions from anyone who has experience 
of how similar plans have worked - or 
failed - elsewhere, and will be glad 
to have indications of financial or 
other support from anyone interested 
in the plan. 


tion of 1132. 

If pensioners drawing benefits 
from other countries were Included, 
the figure would probably be com¬ 
parable to a recent one showing 
that about 6ft of all people in Aust¬ 
ralia were receiving aged pensions. 


Navy can’t do 


AUSTRALIA'S DEFENCE Department 
can't remove outcrops next to the 
Kingston pier without prohibitive 
time and cost. 

The obstructions are a worry and 
a possible danger to lighterage crews 
bringing ship cargo alongside the 
pifer in low tide. 

After an underwater survey at 
Kingston, the Department said it 
would be willing to send explosives 
experts to blast away two highpoints 
at "the niggerhead" offshore from 
Kingston, and to remove two bould¬ 
ers in the way at the Cascade pier, 
for a cost of $1, 091 in airfares, ac¬ 
commodation and explosives. 

Cr. Bruce MacKenzie, after talk¬ 
ing with Works Supervisor BoDnie 
Buffett, said the highpoints in the 
niggerhead were not a major prob¬ 
lem in lighterage operations, and 
that the whole point of the under¬ 
water survey so far as he was con¬ 
cerned had been to find out how the 
pierside part of the harbour could 
be deepened. 


ISLAND PENSIONS UP 
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Air Shipment of copies now on sale! 

TheTRADING POST• N.I. NEWS AGENCY• BURNS PHILP 
• NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


The true, 
brilliantly- 
researched 
story of the 
Mission which 
played such an 
important role in 
Norfolk's history 
for generations - 
and of die famous 
St. Barnabas Chap¬ 
el, which is one of 
the Island's great 
landmarks today. 

The story was 
never fully told in 
official church doc¬ 
uments. David Hil¬ 
liard has gone deeply 
into private corres¬ 
pondence and other 
previously unpublished 
sources - and his 
scholarly but human 
and affectionate book 
brings the Mission and 
its men back to life - 
warts and all. 

"God's Gentlemen" is 
sure to become one of 
the classics in the Pacif- 
ic and on Norfolk Island, 
for decades to come. 


$ 14 .« 


University of Queensland Press 



WITH THE NIMMO REPORT REJECTED, PRO-INTEGRATIONISTS TAKE A NEW POSITION: 

Group Wants All Aust. Welfare 


MEMBERS OF die small group that 
worked actively to try to get Norfolk 
Island integrated into Australia have 
challenged the Government's deci¬ 
sion to allow a locally-shaped social 
welfare system here. 

The group making the challenge 
includes Mrs. Carol Adams, Mr. 
Barry Boniface, Mrs. Amy Bathie, 
Mrs. Merval Hoare and Mr. Gilbert 
Jackson. 

They say there Is "conclusive evi¬ 
dence” that the Commonwealth is 
obliged to see that all present and 
future social and welfare benefits 
paid by the Australian Government 
are paid fully on Norfolk. 

They maintain that the Island's 
new Assembly - planned to take 
over management of Norfolk's in¬ 
ternal budget starting in mid-1979 - 


Group’s letter 

"We die undersigned residents of 
Norfolk Island hereby submit what 
we consider to be necessary social 
and welfare benefits for Norfolk 
Island. 

"In considering necessary social 
and welfare benefits that should be 
implemented to all residents of 
Norfolk Island as of right when eli¬ 
gible, certain points must be taken 
into consideration. 

"1. That Norfolk Islanders under 
section 122 of the Australian Con¬ 
stitution are Australian citizens. 

"2. The Declaradon of Human 
Rights adopted by the United Na¬ 
tions in which Australia is a mem¬ 
ber country. 

“3. That the Australian Govern¬ 
ment decided to continue to accept 
responsibility for maintaining Nor¬ 
folk Island as a viable community. 

“4. Pitcairn descendants and other 
Australian citizens cannot be dis¬ 
criminated against (Discrimina¬ 
tion Act 197S) as Norfolk Island 
has been declared to be part of 
Australia. 

"5. Australia has entered into re¬ 
ciprocal agreements with both the 
United Kingdom and New Zealand 
which cover the following benefits, 
age, invalid and widows pensions, 
child endowment (or family allow¬ 
ance) and unemployment and sick¬ 
ness benefits. It stands that this 
agreement must be upheld on Nor¬ 
folk Island as part of Australia. 


should be required to pay as much 
of the Australian-scale benefits as; 
it can, and that the Commonwealth 
should pay the rest. 

In a jointly-signed letter to Mr. 

D. V, O'Leary as Chairman of Coun¬ 
cil, debated at the August Council 
meeting, the group presented five 
legal points in support of its new 
position. The text of the letter ac¬ 
companies this article. 

The group’s letter cited the U. N. 
Declaration of Human Rights as one 
of the five points that had to be taken 
into consideration. 

Cr. Duncan McIntyre said in de¬ 
bate that the Declaration makes no 
reference to social and welfare ser¬ 
vices - but later circulated a mem¬ 
orandum to Council saying that he 
had mistakenly been looking at a 


to Council 

"It is therefore our opinion that 
the above points should be conclus¬ 
ive evidence that all Australian so¬ 
cial and welfare benefits as listed in 
the Report of the Royal Commission 
into: matters relating to Norfolk 
Island and as amended or upgraded 
from time to time by the Australian 
Government be applicable to Nor¬ 
folk Island at the expense of the 
local assembly if practicable in ac¬ 
cordance with the Government’s de¬ 
cision and the result of the feasibil¬ 
ity study being undertaken at present, 
if it is proved impracticable for the 
local assembly to be responsible for 
these most important and necessary 
provisions for the welfare of the 
community then it would be the re¬ 
sponsibility of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment to ensure that no discrim¬ 
ination be evident in this part of 
the Commonwealth of Ausualia. 

In all probability the greatest ex¬ 
penditure for social benefits would 
be for old age, widow, invalid pen¬ 
sions and family allowances, other 
benefits would be infinitesimal 
amounts in comparison with con¬ 
tinued good Government and good 
luck. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs. Carol L. Adams 
Mr. B. Boniface 
Mrs. Amy Bathie 
Mrs. Merval Hoare 
Mr. G. Jackson 


U. N. covenant on human rights, 
rather than the Declaration. 

Article 25 of the Declaration says 
that “Everyone has the right to a 
standard of living adequate for the 
health and well-being of himself 
and his family, including food, 
clothing, „ housing and medical care 
and die necessary social services, 
and the right to security in the event 
of unemployment, sickness, disabil¬ 
ity, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances 
beyond his control." 

The same article goes on to say 
that "Motherhood and childhood are 
entitled to special care and assist¬ 
ance. " 

But the Declaration leaves each 
government to determine what is an 
"adequate" standard of living in its 
own area, what social services are 
"necessary", what "security" means, 
and what sort of "special care and 
assistance" should be afforded to 
mothers and children. 

It is within the authority of each 
government to make its own deci¬ 
sions on such matters - provided, of 
course, that it uses its authority 
legitimately. 

On that key point the U.N. Decla¬ 
ration contains a statement of over¬ 
riding importance in Norfolk's cur¬ 
rent self-government negotiations 
with Australia. 

will of people 

Article 21 (3) of the Declaration 
says "The will of the people shall 
be the basis of the authority of gov¬ 
ernment; this will shall be expressed 
in periodic and genuine elections 
which shall be by universal and 
equal suffrage and shall be held by 
secret vote or by equivalent free 
voting procedures." 

The will of the people was the 
basis for the authority of government 
on Pitcairn, in the 1856 acceptance 
of the British Government's offer of 
Norfolk Island, and on Norfolk until 
late 1896. 

Since 1896 the authority for gov : 
eming Norfolk has been based on 
the assertion of authority by Britain 
and later Australia. The wish of the 
people of the Island to express their 
own will, through genuine elections 
or referenda on the form of govern¬ 
ment they wanted, has been refused 
on various grounds. Norfolk's pres- 
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ent form of government therefore 
appears to be a violation of Article 
21 of the Declaration. 

The new form of local self- 
government for Norfolk, being work¬ 
ed out by Commonwealth authorit¬ 
ies and the Norfolk Council, may 
prove to be advantageous for the 
people of the Island and the Aust¬ 
ralian Government. But it would 
appear that unless there is a referen¬ 
dum in which Norfolk electors have 
a chance to express their will speci¬ 
fically for or against the new form 
of government, it will not be a 
properly authorised government in 
terms of Article 21 of the U. N. 
Declaration. 

Australia formally adopted the 
Declaration, and recently announced 
a new program for widespread circu¬ 
lation of copies of it. The Govern¬ 
ment's official policy is to honour 
the Declaration and to encourage 
the public to read it, understand it 
and support it. As yet this program 
has not reached Norfolk Island. 

The News has obtained a copy of 
the Declaration from the U.N. 

Office of Public Information, and 
prints the text of it herewith. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

proclaims 

THIS UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS as a common standard of 
achievement for all peoples and all nations, to 
the end that every individual and every organ 
of society, keeping this Declaration constantly 
in mind, shall strive by teaching and education 
to promote respect for these rights and freedoms 
and by progressive measures, national and inter¬ 
national, to secure their universal and effective 
recognition and observance, both among the 
peoples of Member States themselves and among 
the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction. 
Article 1. All human beings are bom free and 
equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
Article 2. Everyone is entitled to all the rights 
and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, with¬ 
out distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, 
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or other 
status. 

Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on 
the basis of the political, jurisdictional or inter¬ 
national status of the country or territory to 
which a person belongs, whether it be independ¬ 
ent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other 
limitation of sovereignty. 

Article 3. Everyone has the right to life, liberty 
and security of person. 

Article 4. No one shall be held in slavery or 
servitude,- slavery and the slave trade shall be 
prohibited in all their forms. 


COUNCIL FIRM.TAILOR THE 
BENEFITS TO NORFOLK 


SOCIAL SERVICE benefits on Nor¬ 
folk should be designed to meet the 
needs that may actually exist on 
the Island - not automatically ad¬ 
opted from an overseas system de¬ 
signed to meet different circum¬ 
stances. That was the tenor of de¬ 
bate at the August Council meet¬ 
ing over a letter from five resi¬ 
dents claiming that Australia has 
an obligation to extend its full lev¬ 
el of benefit payments here. 

Here are the remarks of the three 
Councillors who expressed their 
views on the subject. 

Cr. McIntyre; "Mr. Chairman, the 
letter from Mrs. Adams is very much 
to the point. We've already tabled 
in this meeting the report of the joint 
meeting of the Social & Welfare 
Committee and the Finance & Econo¬ 
mics Committee which has resulted 
in the resolution we've made in re¬ 
spect of an increase in special allow¬ 
ances. 


"But there are a number of mis¬ 
statements of fact in Mrs. Adams' 
letter, which perhaps should be men¬ 
tioned. 

"Firstly, in the context of welfare, 
she says that Norfolk Islanders are 
Australian citizens and she refers to 
the Constitution, but that isn't in fact 
so. While it's true that people who 
are bom here have Australian citi¬ 
zenship under most circumstances 
under the Citizenship Act, many 
other Norfolk Islanders are New Zea¬ 
landers, or Englishmen, or Ameri¬ 
cans, and moreover Section 122 of 
the Constitution might well be suf¬ 
ficient authority for the Common¬ 
wealth Government to add a separ - 
ate Norfolk Island nationality, if it 
so wished, though, of course, at 
present the Commonwealth does not 
wish to do so. 

"Secondly, Mrs. Adams refers to 
the Declaration of Human Rights 


UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 


Article 5. No one shall he subjected to torture 
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment. 

Article 6. Everyone has the right to recognition 
everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7. All are equal before the law and are 
entitled without any discrimination to equal pro¬ 
tection of the law. All are entitled to equal pro¬ 
tection against any discrimination in violation of 
this Declaration and against any incitement to 
such discrimination. 

Article 8. Everyone has the right to an effective 
remedy by the competent national tribunals for 
acts violating the fundamental rights granted 
him by the constitution or by law. 

Article 9. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary 
arrest, detention or exile. 

Article 10. Everyone is entitled in full equality 
to a fair and public hearing by an independent 
and impartial tribunal, in the determination of 
his rights and obligations and of any criminal 
charge against him. 

Article 11. (1) Everyone charged with a penal 
offence has the right to be presumed innocent 
until proved guilty according to law in a public 
trial at which he has had all the guarantees 
necessary for his defence. 

(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal 
offence on account of any act or omission which 
did not constitute a penal offence, under national 
or international law, at the time when it was 
committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be im¬ 
posed than the one that was applicable at the 
time the penal offence was committed. 

Article 12. No one shall be subjected to arbi¬ 
trary interference with his privacy, family, home 
or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his hon¬ 


our and reputation. Everyone has the right to 
the protection of the law against such interfer¬ 
ence or attacks. 

Article 13. (1) Everyone has the right to freedom 
of movement and residence within the borders 
of each state. 

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country 
including his own, and to return to his country 
Article 14. (1) Everyone has the right to seek 
and to enjoy in other countries asylum from per 
secution. 

(2) This right may not be invoked in the case 
of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-polit¬ 
ical crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations. 

Article 15. (I) Everyone has the right to a 
nationality. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
nationality nor denied the right to change his 
nationality. 

Article 16. (I) Men and. women of full age, 
without any limitation due to race, nationality 
or religion, have the right to marry and to found 
a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to 
marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. 

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the 
free and full consent of the intending spouses. 

(3) The family is the natural and fundamental 
group unit of society and is entitled to protection 
by society and the State. 

Article 17. (|) Everyone has the right to own 
property alone as well as in association with 
others. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his 
property. 

Article 18. Everyone has the right to freedom 
of thought, conscience and religion,- this right 
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adopted by the United Nations, but 
it should be pointed out that that 
Declaration makes no reference at 
all to rights to welfare or to social 
services, though it talks about other 
basic human rights. 

"Thirdly, the rights of Pitcairn 
descendants which Mrs. Adams men¬ 
tions - the right to practice the values 
of their own culture and Indeed to 
speak their own language - are guaran¬ 
teed by the U. N. Covenant to which 
she refers. I don't think there is any 
question of discrimination in that 
sense. 

"Fourthly, Mrs. Adams refers to 
the existence of agreements between 
Australia and other countries about 
reciprocal welfare arrangements, but 
in my belief that has no Implications 
for Norfolk Island which 1 understand 
also has welfare arrangements in re¬ 
spect of Australia in that certain mon¬ 
ies are passed to Norfolk Island to ob¬ 
serve certain aspects of Australian Wel¬ 
fare here. 

"Fifthly, for the time being, the 
significant policy respecting social 
welfare has been found in the Minis¬ 
ter's statement of 8 th May where he 


includes freedom to change his religion or belief, 
and freedom, either alone or in community with 
others and in public or private, to manifest his 
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 
and observance/ 

Article 19. Everyone has the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression,- this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without interference 
and to seek, receive and impart infonnation and 
ideas through any media and regardless of 
frontiers. 

Article 20. (1) Everyone has the right to free¬ 
dom of peaceful assembly and association. 
t2) No one may be compelled to belong to an 

association. 

Article 21. (1) Everyone has the right to take 
part in the government of his country, directly 
or through freely chosen representatives. 

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access to 
public service in his country. 

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis of 
the authority of government ( this will shall be 
expressed in periodic and genuine elections 
which shall be by universal and equal suffrage 
and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent 
free voting procedures. 

Article 22. Everyone, as a member of society, 
has the right to social security and is entitled to 
realization, through national effort and inter¬ 
national co-operation and in accordance With 
the organization and resources of each State, of 
the economic, social and cultural rights indis¬ 
pensable for his dignity and the free develop¬ 
ment of his personality. 

Article 23. (1) Everyone has the right to work, to 
free choice of employment, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protection against 
unemployment. 


said; 'The Government does not be¬ 
lieve that the services provided (-mean¬ 
ing the welfare services-) should ne¬ 
cessarily be the same or at the same 
level as those available on the main¬ 
land. ' 

"Consequently, the Government 
proposes to develop Norfolk Island's 
welfare policies in consultation with 
this Council and subsequently the 
Assembly, 

"I observe that in terms of Aust¬ 
ralian domestic law, this policy is 
well within the plenary authority 
of the Commonwealth, as declared 
by the High Court of Australia in for 
instance the Berwick Case which 
specifically refers to territories opera¬ 
ting a separate fiscus - that Is to say 
having a separate financial base 
from Australia's. 

"In ray view, Mr. Chairman, noth¬ 
ing in the law, the domestic law of 
Australia or International law, and 
nothing within the wishes of the 
Island's people as so far expressed, 
compels conformity with Australian 
welfare practices. 

"I add that this is just as well 
since the heavily organised and anony- 


(2) Everyone, without any discrimination, has 
the right to equal pay for equal work. 

(3) Everyone, who works has the right to just 
and favourable remuneration ensuring for him¬ 
self and his family an existence worthy of human 
dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other 
means of social protection. 

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to join 
trade unions for the protection of his interests. 
Article 24. Everyone has the right to rest and 
leisure, including reasonable limitation of work¬ 
ing hours and periodic holidays with pay. 

Article 25. (I) Everyone has the right to a 
standard of living adequate for the health and 
well-being of himself and of his family, includ¬ 
ing food, clothing, housing and medical care 
and necessary social services, and the right to 
security in the event of unemployment, sick¬ 
ness, disability, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his 
control. 

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to 
special care and assistance. All children, whether 
bom in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same 
social protection. 

Article 26. (!) Everyone has the right to edu¬ 
cation. Education shall be free, at least in the 
elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary 
education shall be compulsory. Technical and 
professional education shall be made generally 
available and higher education shall be equally 
accessible to all on the basis of merit. 

(2) Education shall be directed to the full de¬ 
velopment of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote under¬ 
standing, tolerance and friendship among all 


mous community of Australia, which 
is served by those services, is com¬ 
pletely different to our own. 

"It's my belief, Mr. Chairman, 
that the policies of this Council in 
developing appropriate welfare ser¬ 
vices for Norfolk Island will meet 
the needs of this community very 
well. ” 

Cr. Nunn: "Sir, firstly, I would 
accept portion of your address... 
and no doubt you are acquainted... 
that we are looking very closely 
into this question of the development 
of social security on Norfolk Island. 

"In Certain aspects, I accept 
fully the challenge of this letter but 
with some very important provisos. 

"I studied under Sir William Bever¬ 
idge who might well be called ’the 
father of social security’ and I ac¬ 
cept his concept, as I accept the 
Minister’s charge, that this com¬ 
munity of Norfolk Island has a duty - 
both for moral and humanitarian 
reasons uid also for economic rea¬ 
sons - to discharge its responsibility 
to all its members of the commun¬ 
ity as a matter of right to ensure 
that, if through no fault of their 


nations, racial or religious groups, and shall 
further the activities of the United Nations for 
the maintenance of peace. 

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the kind 
of education that shall be given to their children. 
Article 27. (t) Everyone has the right freely to 
participate in the cultural life of the community, 
to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific ad¬ 
vancement and its benefits. 

(2) Everyone has the right to the protection of 
the moral and material interests resulting from 
any scientific, literary or artistic production of 
which he is the author. 

Article 28. Everyone is entitled to a social and 
international order in which the rights and free¬ 
doms set forth in this Declaration can be fully 
realized. 

Article 29. (1) Everyone has duties to the com¬ 
munity in which alone the free and full develop¬ 
ment of his personality is possible. 

(2) In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, 
everyone shall be subject only to such limitations 
as are determined by law solely for the purpose 
of securing due recognition and respect for the 
rights and freedoms of others and of meeting 
the just requirements of morality, public order 
and the general welfare in a democratic society. 

(3) These rights and freedoms may in no case 
be exercised contrary to the purposes and princi¬ 
ples of the United Nations. 

Article 30. Nothing in this Declaration may be 
interpreted as implying for any State, group or 
person any right to engage in any activity or to 
perform any act aimed at the destruction of any 
of the rights and freedoms set forth herein. 


of HUMAN RIGHTS 
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own, they should become In need 
of any sort, that they have this 
right to expect that their more 
fortunate fellow-members of their 
community discharge this respon¬ 
sibility. Indeed, according to 
their needs if necessary, to con¬ 
tribute to the discharge of this re¬ 
sponsibility. 

"Where I disagree very strongly 
is that the community should have 
the necessity to discharge this obli¬ 
gation towards people for whom no 
need exists. As example, are the 
signatories saying that if certain 
people of their own free-will de¬ 
cide to spend their latter days on 
Norfolk Island because of its cli¬ 
mate and its way of life, having fully 
taken into account their needs by way 
of necessary income, that we should 
insist that they be entitled to an ad¬ 
ditional payment by way of a pension 
regardless of whether they need it or 
not, or are they in agreement with 
my views that they should be subject 
to being in need of such support, or 
to use an ugly - and since the 1930's - 
a rather disreputable phrase, should 
they be subject to a means test 
which in layman's language merely 
means that their need for such sup¬ 
port should be clarified, or perhaps 
the signatories think that we shouldn't 
allow such people to come on the 
Island at all because of the possible 
inherent cost? 

“nany nations are In 
serious problems” 

"It's my very firm belief, sir, 
that many nations of the world are 
seriously in problems in ensuring 
the well-being of their fellows by- 
dissipating their resources upon those 
who have no need of these resources. 

"Moreover, because of this abuse, 
the right of the individual to assist¬ 
ance and compassion of the commun¬ 
ity in times of need, many people 


as Cr. McIntyre intimated, are 
adopting the attitude that - ’Well 
so long as these people are in re¬ 
ceipt of this payment or that pay¬ 
ment as a matter of right, our obli¬ 
gation ceases at this point:' 

"One reads cases where people 
have been dead for a week without 
anyone noticing the fact. 

"Now, here on Norfolk Island, 
because of its smallness, we can 
have a much greater humanitarian 
outlook than this solely mercenary 
discharge of our responsibilities. 

”1 sincerely believe that this is 
the essence of any social security 
and the true intention of a social 
security system. 

"The Social & Welfare Committee 
of Council takes very seriously the 
discharge of their responsibilities 
to ensure that not one person in the 
community is to suffer the degrada¬ 
tion of being in need nor to have to 
rely on a 'cap in hand' approach 
to this right. 

”1 would propose, sir, that the 
letter be noted. ” 

Cr. Blucher: "There’s very little 
left for me to say, Mr. Chairman, 
because I agree entirely with Cr. 
McIntyre and Cr. Nunn in what 
they have said and defined as a 
result of this correspondence. 

"We did the other day, as it 
was mentioned in the reports 
earlier in the meeting, discuss 
social welfare services on the Island 
and we came forward with a recom¬ 
mendation to Council. This doesn't 
necessarily mean where it stops. 

This Council will continue to look 
at the special allowances and, in 
fact, all the other social welfare 
benefits that should be incorporated 
into a new welfare and social wel¬ 
fare system for the Island. 

"I also take note of the fact that 
the Minister - and it's been mention¬ 
ed by Cr. McIntyre - has said that 
social service benefits appropriate 
to thA conditions of the Island should 


be provided as of right. 

”1 think we all agree to that point 
but I think we also agree that we 
must develop a need for anyone to 
be entitled to have a right - - there 
must be a need embodied in there 
somewhere. 

“He also said that the Government 
does not believe that those services 
should be the same or at the same 
level as those available on the main¬ 
land, and I would tend to agree that 
it should not necessarily be the same 
as that on the mainland. 

"needs are different” 

"This is a different community, 
we live in a different way, our 
requirements and our needs are 
different. You look at, say, un¬ 
employment benefits in Australia 
and if anyone can show me that it’s 
not being abused, well then I’m 
not reading the newspapers lately. 

"1 also said in my address, Mr. 
Chairman, at the beginning of this 
9th Council that each member of 
Council has been elected to repre¬ 
sent all of the people of Norfolk 
Island, and in the year ahead each 
one of us must take heed of those 
contrary ideas as we try to deter¬ 
mine what is fairest to all of the 
people of Norfolk Island. 

"We must also take heed of all 
ideas, all correspondence and all 
comments from every member of 
the community, and this is the only 
way we can decide which is best 
for this community. 

"In accepting our election as 
Councillors, we have accepted a 
responsibility to do our best to see 
that the new government of Norfolk 
Island will be the kind of govern - 
ment that the people of the Island 

"That sort of government en¬ 
compasses social services, all kinds 
of things which a community re¬ 
quires, and this is what we’re here 
for." 


NORFOLK ISLAND. 

April 6 1788, 

ORDERS. 

LIEUTENANT KING 

BEAUTIFULLY-REPRODUCED COPIES OF THE TEXT OF THIS HISTORIC PROCLAMATION, ON FINE 
PARCHMENT PAPER WITH SEALING-WAX SEAL -ON SALE AT NORFOLK SOUVENIRS NOW, JUST $5 
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S.A. 37.890.000 CFP/Registered Off- 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURONGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


A FEATURE FILM ABOUT 
NORFOLK A‘MUST’IN ’79 


A FEATURE FILM on Norfolk may 
be: made by Film Australia as a 
gift to the Island to help commem¬ 
orate the restoration of local self- 
government next year. 

Tourist Industry leaders have 
wished for years that they could 
afford a first-class film telling 
Norfolk’s story. But with profession¬ 
ally-made films costing up to 
$30, 000 and more, the Tourist 
Board has had to rely on slides. 

As a sort of birthday present to 
Fiji, Papua New Guinea and to die 
Solomon Islands, Australia assign¬ 
ed its highly-talented film unit to 
make feature films for all three 
places when they acquired complete 
self-government. 

The film on the Solomons, to be 
completed later this year, is planned 
to run 90 minutes. 

In early thinking about plans for 
celebrating the intended establish¬ 
ment of Norfolk's new Assembly in 
mid-1979, Administrator D.V. O'Leary 
last month discussed the possibility of 
a Norfolk film and a high-quality 


brochure about the Island with Mr. 
Peter Layler, head of the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services. 

The Australian Information Service, 
which includes Film Australia, is 
among D. A. S. responsibilities. 

Mr. Lawler accepted the idea of 
making a first-class film about Nor¬ 
folk, saying that he thought it would 
be a "must'’ for his Department. 

He also said he thought the Depart¬ 
ment could help Norfolk with a bro¬ 
chure. 

A sub-committee of Council’s 
Social and Welfare Committee has 
been set up to plan the events and 
celebrations for mid-1979. 

In addition to die hoped-for film 
and brochure, the list of possible 
self-government comemorative events 
being discussed includes - 

■ A new issue of Norfolk postage 
stamps. (A special issue was made 
to herald local self-government on 
Norfolk back in 1960. The Council 
of the day rejected what had been 
offered to them, as recently related 
in our May issue. The "local self¬ 


government" stamp had a face value 
of 2s 8d - but is now worth .$28, and 
rising.) 

■ An issue of Norfolk Island coins. 
(Papua New Guinea formerly issued 
its own coins while it was an Austral¬ 
ian territory, but Treasury permission 
for Norfolk to do so is being awaited.) 

■ Opening ceremonies for the As¬ 
sembly, with the Committee hoping 
that Invitations will be extended to 
the Royal family and to dignitaries 
from some Pacific countries. 

■ A co-ordinated design program 
for printed matter and display mater¬ 
ial, which would help unify and im¬ 
prove Norfolk's tourist promotion ef¬ 
forts for some years to come. 

■ Encouragement to Island sporting 
and social groups to organise their 
1979 calendars to include special 
events tying in with the self-govern¬ 
ment commemoration. 

■ An information program to let 
newspapers, magazines and TV net¬ 
works, particularly in Australia and 
New Zealand, know what is planned 
so they can cover the story if they 
wish. 

■ A Norfolk Island flag may be 
proposed, but is uncertain at this 
point. In Australia, the States, 
territories and many local councils 
have their own flags - as do thou- 




sands of clubs and many companies. 
The News understands that the Ad¬ 
ministrator is opposed to the idea on 
the grounds that it would imply in¬ 
dependence, and that there are more 
productive and important matters to 
concentrate on. Members of the Pit¬ 
cairners' Society prepared a flag de¬ 
sign including the Union Jack and a 
Norfolk pine some months ago, and 
reproductions of it popped up on 
printed T-shirts last year. 


Letter to the editor 

Hi Norfolk - take it easy! 

AS. A SERVICEMAN from New Zea¬ 
land, back on what shall I say "a 
sentimental journey", I think you're 
still a wonderful Island, but do take 
it easy. Your old charm is as evi¬ 
dent as ever it was so don’t get me 
wrong. But, as one of the still un¬ 
spoiled Islands in the Pacific, you 
have what we folk from the so- 
called 'progressive countries" are 
all now looking for, and can still 
find on "Norfolk" - Serenity and 
Peace. 

Do stay as near to it as you can; 
the visitors will still be clamouring 
to come and will love you. 

Signed "Observer" 


GARBAGE INCINERATION 
PLAN ■ $100,000 A YEAR! 


A GARBAGE DISPOSAL system suit¬ 
able for Norfolk has been outlined 
by Australia's Department of Con¬ 
struction - but The News calculates 
it would cost the Island about 
$103,000 a year. 

If that cost were to be met by 
some new form of tax on the Island's 
800 or so wage-earners, it would 
mean a levy averaging about $2.50 
a week on each of them. 

Councillors were stunned by the 
Department’s preliminary estimates 
for the installation, and Administra¬ 
tor D. V. O'Leary said if it were 
built Norfolk might be switching 
from the cheapest garbage disposal 
system in the world to the most ex¬ 
pensive. 

The Department of Construction's 
outline has been referred for closer 
study by Council's Works Committee - 
Crs. Bill Blucher,' Bruce MacKenzie, 
Geoff Bennett, Greg Quintal and 
Lisle Snell. 

The preliminary analysis of the 
Island's disposal needs came from 
Mr. B. A. Keir, Director of Construc¬ 
tion. He said that in his opinion the 


only kind of disposal unit suitable for 
construction on Norfolk would be "a 
facility based on an incinerator". 

Mr. Keir said it was impossible at 
this stage to say exactly what the 
cost would be or where an incinera¬ 
tor would best be located. But he 
thought it would be reasonable to 
expect an initial capital cost of 
$450, 000, maintenance costs of 
about $9, 000 a year, and a staff of 
three full-time and one part-time. 

If money to build the installation 
could be borrowed at 8^ reducible 
interest, with the loan being paid 
off in 171 years, the unit would 
cost about $52, 000 a year to instal 
and maintain. Wages and fuel costs 
would add about that much again. 

Rather than committing the Island 
to such expense - and having an in¬ 
cinerator smokestack go up as a new 
landmark in some Norfolk neigh¬ 
borhood - Councillors are understood 
to be looking at ways to enforce rules 
against dumping plastics and burn - 
ables at Headstone. These could 
include supervision of the Headstone 
chute, and Singapore-style heavy 
fines for offenders, 


COME LOOK-US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 


NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 



We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor's Road. It’s worth looking for us, 
because we have 1,000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you’ll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOT H ER-OF-PEA RL, SI L V ER A ND GOLD-P LA TE D 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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^ ^ 

‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

ISLAND 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

HAND- 


BOOK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 

^ <P & ^ <$? 

Come taste nice free samples 

Island map* open & closing times 




From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia -- 
Tahitian fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans... corn on the cob. baked 
pumpkin and kumera.. . roast pork in lemon juice. . .Island- 
style pot roast.. . baked chicken... guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 


FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT : 


ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 


NORFOLK'S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 




JUST A MINUTE'S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 


Open six nights a week. Dinner is $6 and includes 
entree, choice of a steak, veal or fish, and 
choice of sweets. On Friday dinner is $8 
and is the famous island Baked Dinner. 

Not open Thursday, when Rotary meets 





ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE - EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 




SHOP AT 

ROUDS 



VRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO : 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB -- visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


TEELS POINT 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

the TRA)>INU M1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery... greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 


SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 




BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Camerallnes; "Any one of three auto¬ 
matic 35mm cameras - Minolta Hi- 
Matic G - Olympus Trip 35 - or the 
Yashlca FC - only $89. including a 
free flash attachment and case." 


Proud’s : "Omega watches”. 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 


Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale a 


d shops in Burnt Pine" 


International Duty-free ; "A big 
new selection of famous "Glo-mesh 
ladies' fashion evening bags and ac¬ 
cessories. " 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on die Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


Prentice's : “The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $10.80,- $230. " 

Miltons; "The Crown stereo radio - 
cassette, with a built-in digital LCD 
quartz clock, for only $279.95. " 
ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 

U. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE I 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION. SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N.I.NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94. 50* PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 


EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 





PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 




CITIZEN 


Count-down. A timi 
that signals elapsed 
time from 11 hours 
59 min. 59 seconds ti 
one second. 


Stop watch. 11 hr 

59 min. 59 sec 
chronograpli Stops 
anywhere to indicate 
elapsed time. 


MULTI ALARM 




Back-up alarm. 

A spare reminder to 
signal that second 
appointment, call, 
or meeting. 


At the chime, the 
time will be ... When 
you need it, here s an 
every-hour-on-the- 
hour time signal. 


24-hour alarm. Lets 
you know when it's 
time with one minute 
Of 5 second beeps. 


Indicators light up 
when one or more 

functions are in use; a beep signals the start and finish 
of each function. It’s foolproof. An invaluable timepiece 
for the man whose time is money — CITIZEN QUARTZ 
CRYSTRON LC MULTI ALARM. 

©CITIZEN 


-PRENTICE'S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 











AGFA-GEVAERT 


r- 

The Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

?\Ari D A DT V n A TCC TKT TUC UTCTHf 

TUE 

WED 

September 16th, 1871: Bishop John Patteson, the head of the 
Melanesian Mission based at Norfolk, was attacked and kill- 
ed : on the island of Nukapu, near Santa Cruz. The new book 
"God’s Gentlemen" includes a photograph of the memorial 
cross in his memory there. 

September 19th, 1841: Miamiti, or Mauatua, the widow of 
Fletcher Christian, died on Pitcairn. He called her Isabella. 
September 23rd, 1764: Fletcher Christian’s birthday. 

September 28th, 1800: Philip Gidley King, who had estab- 
lished the first permanent settlement on Norfolk Island, be 
came the Governor of New South Wales. He had been pro¬ 
moted to the rank of Captain by that time. Kingston, the 
Island's "capital", is named after him. 

November 30th, 1808: The "first settlement" on Norfolk 
was winding down. An official count on this date showed 
the Island had a population of 250 - and 3, 000 sheep. 
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■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. CO) 

4 

■housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.C0) 

5 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

C’dant's Din (G) 

6 

■ Museum open (M1-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 

HO 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

11 

■housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 

12 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8prrO 
■Open nigh. (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

13 

■Museum open (M 1-4.3' 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRTSpm) 

17 

■ Church services 

■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 0o) 

18 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 

19 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSLSpm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

20 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30 ) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRTSpm) 

24 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 

L _ 

25 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

26 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

27 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


September 


THUR 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


21 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


28 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■ Film (MRX8.00) 


FRI 

1 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


8 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


15 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


22 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


29 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

2 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



16 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


23 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

•SDA service 
■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


ON 


NORFOLK ARE CAMERALINES 


BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 






Choose the right camera to suit your skills.' And the shots you want. 


The Minolta Hi-matic G : 
a point and shoot camera. 


This is a camera that does all the work 
for you. It is a light, compact, rangefinder 
type, fitted with an electric eye that meas¬ 
ures the available light through a CdS cell 
and sets the exposure for you. 

Despite its compact size, it delivers full- 
frame 35mm transparencies or negatives. 

It has a simple to use flash system, with 
both hot shoe and card contact. 

The Rokkor 38 mm/2 8 lens gives edge-to 
edge sharpness. Very few cameras of this 
type give such consistent and balanced 
results. It is a great beginner’s camera, since 
under and over exposure warning marks are 
dearly visible in the excellent viewfinder. 

Because you don’t need ancillary lenses 
or other gear, it’s perfect for travelling. 


At right : a unique camera. 
The Minolta 110 zoom ; 
still the only one of its kind. 


Above : Minolta pah their XD-7 
the first Tail-safe’ camera. 


Until now, advanced electronic cameras 
have offered aperture or shutter priority. 

Never both. 

Minolta’s new XD-7 offers less chance of 
error than ever before, along with’easier 
handling and versatility of operation. 

You can use it in any of three ways: 

Set it to automatic shutter priority and 
the circuits will set the lens for the aperture 
needed. Control is completely electronic 
for the first time ever. 

Set it to automatic aperture priority, and 
the computer will vary the shutter speed to 
get proper exposure.. Ether way, you’ll see 
what’s happening in the viewfinder. Though 
you're reading at full aperture, the camera 
will complete a ‘stopped down’ reading and 
correct your speed or f stop to produce a 
correct exposure as you squeeze the‘go’ 
button. The third way is to set everything 
manually .You’ve got an unbelievably bright 
viewing screen, fast Rokkor lens, multiple 
exposure capability and quiet operation. 

You can add the smallest and lightest 
SLR motor drive ever made, the Minolta 
Auto Winder D. (Shoot every half second.) 
And the Electroflash 20QX, complete with 
wide angle diffuser. See the XG-2 camera, 
too. Just as compact; not as sophisticated. 


This is the world's first single lens 
reflex with the convenience of a pocket 
camera. All you have to do is drop in a 110 
cartridge, focus and shoot. 

The razor sharp Rokkor lens has a built-in 
zoom, so you can choose wide angle or tele¬ 
photo shots of your subject without moving 
from where you stand. It also has extreme 
close-up (macro) capability. 

When you put the viewfinder to your eye, 
signals tell you whether the shot you want 
is possible. If not, you simply change setting 
until the camera signals ‘OK’. 

Shutter speeds are from K> seconds to one 
thousandth of a second, ail automatic, but 
you can over-ride them manually if you like. 

It comes with its own soft pouch and a 
handy collapsible lens hood. Fit ^ 

a flash to the hot shoe 


Below ; the Minolta 470, one of 
the smallest pocket models yet. 


The programmed electronic shutter oper¬ 
ates at speeds from 2 to 1/1000 of a second 
and provides perfect exposures automatical¬ 
ly under an unusually wide range of lighting 
conditions, due in part to the camera’s 
ability to accept high speed ASA 400 film. 

Focusing is provided by a continuous 

slide control and a built-in 
SSeidjg|k, close-up lens, good 

|| down to 50cm Lens 

* is a Rokkor 26mm 

! /3.5 (optical glass). 

1 ' The Pocketflash 110 

I " was developed for 

use with the Minolta 470. 


With the Minolta 470, 
take the flash with you or 
leave it at home... 


THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 


PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm : Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Frl. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; # At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw. on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.46-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5,30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


^rink^J[}iy ^^ine with iH err y# earls” 


SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE / 
ENJOYABLE .Z. 
ATMOSPHERE ^N, 
OF THE BOUNTY V 
LODGE TAVERN, / 
NORFOLK'S ’ 

LEADING —* 

LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 


A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
I TABLE. 

L^YOUR EVENING 
^.''"ABOARD ThE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
• MEMORABLE. 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 




NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 Songwriters 

10,06 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.06 Book Reviews 

I. 30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9.16 the Woodlanders 
10.06 Music from Shows& 

Films 

10. 30 Hospital Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00. 2. 00, 2. 30, 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00. 1.05 


7.06 Children’s Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Songwriters . 

9.30 Jazz Piano 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Men from the Ministry 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radi.o Aust. relay 

2.00 (First Wed. of month) 
N.I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 
§.15 World of books 
10.05 For The Term of His 
Natural Life 
10. 45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 06 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2-. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4. 30 Ron Glum 

7.00 (First Thurs. in Mth. 

only) Council Re-brdcst 
7.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 I'm sorry I'll read 
that again 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line (music) 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12. 05 Science/sports 

1. 30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
5.00 Young Mood - Janelle 
7.00 Fine music all around 
SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust. & Local News 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 The Goons 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 

(sports from mainland) 
7.05 Who Said That 

7.30 Movin’ Music 

8.00 Tess of the D’Urbervilles 

8.45 News from Deutsche 

Welle 

9. 00 Light Music from 
Holland 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12. 30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5.00 Vibes to do it by 
7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners’ 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 






me 


YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
•FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


mp.f 

■ fyfc- 


Lovely dining room 

L ™ EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT 


BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 




Charging the world's 
standara of accuracy. 

TheSeikoQuartzCollectionencompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 
a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch.And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to within one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 
Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 
quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece. You get 
to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 
It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. $3 

MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






NEWS FROM 

TH£ OTHER ISLANDS 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 


there were no human beings found 


"Kon-tlkl" rnn talks 
on Polynesian culture 

"THIRTY YEARS ago. six of us set 
out on die Kon-tiki Expedition on a 
raft from Peru across the Pacific 
Ocean. * A former member of the 
Kon-tiki Expedition, anthropologist 
and historian Mr. Bengt Danlelsson, 
related these events recently to a re¬ 
porter from the Tonga "Chronicle". 

"We wanted to prove the feasibil¬ 
ity of such a voyage, ” claimed Mr. 
Danlelsson. "We also wanted to 
know whether the Peruvian rafts are 
very sea-worthy and that it might 
have been possible for people to 
make the voyage across the Pacific 
Ocean." 

He said the voyage was fairly easy. 
"We travelled from Peru to Tuamotu 
Island in three months. The raft was 
very big and very heavy but we made 
very good speed of about two knots. 
That’s about 50 miles every day," 
he said. 

Polynesians are said to have ori¬ 
ginally come from Asia but the Kon- 
tiki Expedition started out from the 
opposite direction. Mr. Danlelsson 
claimed that, "The majority of the 
ancestors of the Polynesians came 
norn Asia but we believed that, in 
addition, a small group came from 
America." 

Mr. Danlelsson added that he still 
keeps in touch with the other mem¬ 
bers of the Kontlki Expedition. "Two 
members died recently. One died 
from illness and die other died dur¬ 
ing aa expedition to Greenland in 
which we took part, " he said. 

3,200 years ago 

The first home for the Polynesians 
in the Pacific was Tonga, claimed 
Mr. Danielsson. "We know this be¬ 
cause archaeological excavations 
have been made here in Tongatapu 
near Mu’a and it has been establish¬ 
ed tha?t people lived on these sites 
1200 years B. C. ” He went on to 
say that in the other Pacific Islands, 


1200 years B.C., "only birds and 
. crabs." 

"Because Tonga was the first home 
for the Polynesians," Mr. Danielsson 
declared. It's here where the Poly¬ 
nesian culture was formed. ” 

Mr. Danielsson pointed out that 
Tahiti is completely different from 
Tonga. "You should consider your¬ 
selves very lucky, " he said. "In 
Tahiti there is very little left of its 
culture. ” 

"France took over these islands in 
1842. They have French schools. 

The whole administration is French." 
He sadly concluded that "the people 
gradually lost their Polynesian cul¬ 
ture. This is a pity in my opinion 
because many people are lost. They 
are looking for their roots and today 
many people, especially the young 
ones, are saying, 'that was how it 
was in Europe, how it was in France, 
but how was it in Tahiti? We should 
like to know*." 

little knowledge 
of other Islands 

Mr. Danielsson noted that the 
people of Tahiti know very little 
about other Pacific Islands except 
New Caledonia because of its French 
influences. According to him, "this 
is the result of colonialism." 

Mr. Danielsson and his wife have 
been living in Tahiti for 30 years. 

He does anthropological and histori¬ 
cal field work. 

"Right now. I'm writing a history 
of French Polynesia, " he declared. 
"Six volumes of 500 pages per vol¬ 
ume, making 3,000 pages altogether. 
My wife and five other collaborators 
are helping me because it's a very 
big task." He added that they work 
independently. 

Mr. Danielsson has authored 15 
books about the islands and the 
money from the sales of these books 
supports his family and their work. 

His latest book concerns the French 
nuclear tests and military bases in 
die Pacific. 

Mrs. Danielsson is very active In 


social and political work in Tahiti. 
She is the only European ever elect¬ 
ed to become a town-councillor 
in Tahiti. She is also active in 
Women's Associations in Tahiti. 

ancient pottery bits 

New evidence that Tonga may 
have been the base for Polynesian 
migrations to other Pacific areas was 
found late last year. 

Students from 'Atenisi University, 
under the guidance of Dr. Steve 
Garrigues, professor of anthropology, 
picked up some pieces in this puz¬ 
zle of ancient Polynesia in April. 
Some of the pieces were more than 
2, 500 years old. 

On a field trip to an ancient site 
near the modem day Nuku'alofa 
Police Academy compound, the stu¬ 
dents gathered up bits of dark red 
and fire-blackened Laplta pottery, 
considered by archeologists to be 
one of the keys in determining 
the migration route of the first Poly¬ 
nesians. 

Working with bush knives, sticks, 
toothbrushes and their bare hands, 
the student group gathered up sever¬ 
al pounds of pottery pieces and 
other artifacts for future study. 

With more field trips planned, 

'Atenisi hopes to build a small ex¬ 
hibit to show more qf the things 
uncovered by the students. Dr. Gar¬ 
rigues said. 

The site appears to be near an 
ancient dwelling area for the early 
Tongahs and is what archeologists 
call a "shell jnidden", Dr. Gar¬ 
rigues explained. This is a site 
where early Tongans threw out shells, 
broken pots and other discarded 
items that now give modern man 
clues as to how they lived. Sever¬ 
al hundred shell middens, most of 
them discovered very near the lagoon, 
have been identified by archeologists 
on Tongatapu. 

■arklngs are clues 
to an old technique 

The pottery pieces.aecovered in¬ 
clude several with indentations or 
markings on the outer surfaces, a 
practice that was stopped by early 
pottery makers before the year 
500 B.C., according to the most * 
recent studies. This means the 
pieces found by the students are 
at least 2,500 years old and could 
be as old as 3,000 years. The earl¬ 
iest known pottery in Tonga was 
made about 1140 B.C., according 
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to a scientific dating method used 
to measure the age of ancient sites. 

Most of the pottery pieces re¬ 
covered are about the size of a 10- 
cent coin, but several larger pieces 
were found that give some idea as 
to the shape and size of the original 
pots. Dr. Garrigues said. Other arti¬ 
facts, made from shells and coral. 


and some stone tools have also been 
found at the site, he said. 

The first discovery of Lapita pot¬ 
tery in Tonga in the 1920s has led 
students of Tonga's prehistory on a 
trail from New Britain, to New Cale¬ 
donia, and Fiji and on from Tonga 
to Samoa, where the pottery trail 
ends. The dating of the pottery 


and its known locations are the main 
elements in a theory that Polynesians 
first came to Tonga after island hop¬ 
ping through the Melanesian islands 
to Fiji. Pottery dates in Samoa are 
not as old as those found here, in¬ 
dicating the possibility that Tonga 
was settled first and that later groups 
voyaged to Samoa and settled there. 


Hotel Approval 

COUNCIL APPROVAL for a new ho¬ 
tel at Anson Bay was made vaguer 
last month following public object¬ 
ions that the proposal had been en¬ 
dorsed without enough thought. 

On July 26th Council had resolv¬ 
ed that the hotel's promoters be no¬ 
tified at once that they had "appro¬ 
val in principle" provided they had 
their plans in and OK'd by next Jan¬ 
uary 31st. But then - 

■ A REPORT by Mr. Alan Payne 
indicated that the Island's existing 
tourist accommodation was less than 
half billed last year, raising quest¬ 
ions about much rosier figures put 
up by the hotel's promoters. 

■ A PETITION from 31 residents 
in the Anson Bay area protested ag¬ 
ainst the planned hotel and asked 


Rescinded 

that the land be resumed for pub¬ 
lic use. 

■ A LETTER from Mr. John Ander¬ 
son, president of the Norfolk Island 
Conservation Society, protested ag¬ 
ainst any major developments at 
all until a land-use and sociological 
plan for the Island is completed. 

■ THE ADMINISTRATOR said he 
was having trouble accepting Coun¬ 
cil's advice, and wanted to talk 
further about it. 

Under this barrage Council met 
privately on August 2nd and rescind¬ 
ed their approval resolution, by then 
only 7 days old. 

Instead Council resolved that it ap¬ 
proved of the concept of a hotel like 
the one Flow line Associates had de¬ 
scribed in general terms - but that 


this approval was subject to ’’such 
further planning and formalities as 
the Administrator may require." 

An architectural and planning 
team from Flow line had been ex¬ 
pected in early August to start on 
drafting work for the hotel, but ap¬ 
parently changed their minds after 
hearing about Council's change of 
mind. 

Some Councillors felt the promot¬ 
ers might have been "scared off" by 
die Island's uncertainty about the 
project. 

Mr. Ray Fitzgerald, who is believ¬ 
ed to own most or all of the comp¬ 
any that owns the land, told The 
News he thought the promoters 
would "have to have a lot more 
encouragement than they've got” 
and said he was not in position to 
say whether they would be coming 
back or not. 


CUT-PRICE BARGAINS at Pete's Place 




SUNBEAM ELECTRIC 
KNIFE 

Make fast work of every 
carving & slicing job. 
Simply guide it — the 
knife does the cutting. 

$13®!!_ 


$23 


K A© 1(D) 

[$26°° 

50 


$113 


SUNBEAM STEAM & DRY 
IRON AT $2 OFF 

With heat resistant 
handle, convenient side 
cord entry and 12 months 
warranty. 


SUNBEAM 
KITCHEN CENTRE 

A total food preparation system! The 
fabulous Kitchen Center* System. One 

motor powers a full-size blender, 
mixer and mincer. And with 
the optional attachments 
it’s a salad maker, 
vegetable slicer, ice 
crusher, sausage maker, 
can opener, citrus juicer, 
and bread maker, too! 


pnvpG pi u v 
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BANK PRIVACY WORRY WAS FALSE ALARM 

Who can see your account? 

hOW PRIVATE Is "private” finan- looking at the records of any individ¬ 
ual information about individuals uals on Norfolk. They had become 

on Norfolk? aware of very large mainland trans- 

Several months ago examiners actions flowing through Norfolk early 

from the Australian tax department this year. They knew the individuals 

arrived on the Island, and rumours who were involved. The transactions 

said that they had open access to appeared to be entirely legal - which 

records in Norfolk's two banks. indicated that tax-avoidance experts 

The rumours were askew. Pri- might have discovered a new loophole 

vacy is not complete on the Island, in the law. The examiners were 

but it is jealously guarded by the following the flow of funds from one 

banks and is actually more nearly ‘ account to another in order to learn 

complete than on the mainland. what the loophole was, so that it 

Three years ago a local bank could be closed, 

manager told Royal Commissioner Authorisations to look at bank ac- 

fiir John Nimmo that information counts on Norfolk are rare, the last 

about the bank's transactions was previous one having been in 1976. 

confidential and could not be re- In Australia the same right of 

vealed. As a matter of fact a Roy- access exists for the Deputy Com¬ 
al Commissioner has power to de- missioner at all banks. It also ex- 

inand whatever information he needs, ists for the Department of Social 
and when-tbe bank manager was Security, which frequently checks 

threatened with legal action he up on the bank accounts of people 

agreed to supply what was required. 

But apart from a Royal Commission¬ 
er, only one person can require ac¬ 
cess to your private bank records: the 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation 
himself. 

If a tax department representative 
turns up at a local bank wanting to 
look at the ledgers, he must prove 
bis identity, and must present a 
later signed by the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner in which specific bank ac¬ 
counts are named. 

Records on these particular named 
accounts are then removed from the 
ledgers and given to the authorised 
tax representative for him to exam¬ 
ine privately. He gets access to 
nothing else. 

The team of examiners that ar¬ 
rived here several months ago had 
proper authorisation to look at cer¬ 
tain specific accounts. According 
to News sources with reliable links in 
Canberra, the examiners were not 


who say they are entitled to pen¬ 
sions because of their limited means. 

The authority of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act extends to Norfolk, 
but the Social Security Act does 
not. For this reason the Social Se¬ 
curity people, if they asked to see 
a private bank account here, would 
get the same answer that anyone 
other than the tax commissioner 
gets: "Sorry, it's not available". 

Phones private soon 

"SPLIT-BAND privacy equipment" has 
been bought from Telecom to make 
it impossible for short-wave fans to 
eavesdrop on phone calls made be¬ 
tween Norfolk and the mainland. 

The used equipment is now being 
overhauled in Sydney and should be 
in operation around mid-November. 

The OTC will also get new gear to 
double its overseas-calls capacity. 


il THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-y" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

V Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
111056 at Notfoll<,s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 
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WHY MAKE AN ECONOMIC STUDY AND CENSUS OF NORFOLK? 


PROF. MALCOLM TREADGOLD SAYS 


"A great degree of political Independence must mean 
a great degree of economic Independence..." 


AN ECONOMIC STUDY of Norfolk is 
underway by Prof. Ron Gates and Prof. 
Malcolm Treadgold. 

They have been appointed by Aus¬ 
tralia to conduct the study as inde¬ 
pendent experts. 

Prof. Treadgold visited Norfolk last 
month to begin working out, with the 
help of Councillors, plans for a full 
census of the Island which will begin 
month to begin working out, with the 
help of Councillors, plans for a full 
census of die Island. 

Here are answers he gave to quest¬ 
ions put to him by The News. 

Qj The second term of reference 
says "to examine and report on 
appropriate means of financing lo¬ 
cal government expenditure". 

C<.n you talk about the various 
means that are available to a place 
like this - not necessarily Norfolk 
Island - for raising such revenues? 

A: Yes, one can talk about that. 

I prefer, if I may, to turn some of 
these objectives around and see 
if we can order them in a rather 
more logically sequential sense 
than they've actually been pub¬ 
lished in. 

We have a collection of object¬ 
ives there, and our starting point, 
it seems to me, should be to ask 
what is desirable for the Island, 
and what are the feasible means 
for achieving it. 

This is a personal view. My 
own way of looking at the terms 
of reference is to start with what 
some people would regard as the end¬ 
point of the study - the demand and 
need for social service benefits, on 
the Island, and the demand for, or 
the need for, public services on the 
Island - what are desirable levels? 
What is a desirable composition or 
mix of these services? And then, 
having started at that point, work 
back to find ways of financing or 
achieving these levels in a way which 
has regard to minimising cost, mini¬ 
mising burden, on the Island - for 
the Island as a whole - and insuring 
that the burden is shared in some 
equitable fashion. 

To come back to your question. 

You can finance public services and 
social services in a great variety of 
ways. I'm assuming you're interest¬ 


ed in local sources of revenues, and 
we're dismissing the question of 
Australian grants, and things of this 
nature. Basically it’s a question of 
one or two broad headings: taxation, 
or surpluses from public-authority 
undertakings on the Island. You 
have a number of these, of course: 
liquor bond, stamp operations, 
electricity undertaking and so forth. 

On the assumption that one wish¬ 
es to see the areas of public sector 
trading circumscribed, fairly limit¬ 
ed - on the assumption that one 
doesn't wish to see any great ex¬ 
pansion in these areas - that brings 
us back to different kinds of taxes. 

"We have a whole 
range of taxes.." 

We have a whole range of them. 
Income taxes - and with income 
taxes we have different kinds of 
rate structures. We have expendi¬ 
ture taxes, taxes on sales. Customs 
revenue, various other forms of 
indirect tax. Recently in Australia 
there's been a lot of talk about 
"value-added" tax, which is really 
a form of tax on retail sales, al¬ 
though the way it's implemented 
is more complicated than the name 
would suggest. It ends up it's the 
consumer that pays the final tax. 

The buck finally stops at the con¬ 
sumer. 

There are various kinds of wealth 
tax. Death duty is a wealth tax. 
Estate tax. Such things as capital 
gains tax. There's a great variety 
of taxes that are available, and 
combinations that one might use 
for financing a particular level of 
public expenditure. 

Q: I'm interested in whether you 
will be looking at various kinds of 
public-authority undertakings. 
Somebody this morning mentioned 
the thought of a lottery. New South 
Wales seems to raise money on 
lotteries - maybe that’s a possibil¬ 
ity. 

A: That's one I'd overlooked. 

You're envisioning one where tick¬ 
ets would be sold in Australia and 
New Zealand? 

Q: Sure. Though I don't know that 
it would be morally acceptable to 
the people of the Island. It might 


not be. 

A: I’d guess it's not just a matter 
of the Island making a decision one 
way or another. Let's say, hypo¬ 
thetically, that it did make a de¬ 
cision that it wanted to run a lot¬ 
tery, wanted to sell tickets out¬ 
side the Island, that's only half the 
battle. You'd then have to secure 
the mainland markets... 

Q: There's interest at the moment 
in whether the Island might make a 
coin issue. Whether the Treasurer 
will let us do that remains to be 

A; There's various gradations of 
possibilities. I suppose one could 
see, at one end of the spectrum, 
the Island having its own monetary 
system and own currency. I think 
that's probably pie in the sky. 

There is a body of economic theory 
which says, you know, what is the 
optimum size of a political unit 
before it ought to have its own cur¬ 
rency. Norfolk is very small. 

But there are other possibilities -- 
a numismatic Industry where you 
could perhaps just issue coins as 
collectors' pieces, just issue them 
for one day and then stop die issue. 
Of course you're creating an arti¬ 
ficial scarcity which raises their 
exchange value far above their 
face value. 

Q:- My understanding is that the 
numismatic world does not like 
being tricked in that way - either 
it's a real coin, or it isn't. 

200-mile sea zone Is 
part of the study 

Another question that could be 
interesting. Do you and Prof. 

Gates have authority to look into, 
or do you plan to look into, ques¬ 
tions to do with benefits from the 
surrounding economic zone of the 
sea? 

A; Yes. We certainly interpret 
this as being part of our terms of 
reference. 

In my work with Papua New 
Guinea I was brought into contact 
with such things. They have very 
rich fishing grounds and foreshores, 
and they were naturally keen to 
derive benefits from their marine 
resources. The same issue is very 
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contentious in the Torres Straits, 
with the border issue. 

One of the great problems 
seems to be that one can legislate 
the economic zone, but can one 
police it and make sure that one 
does get one's slice of the cake 

. .one would have to look very 
closely at the net benefit to be 
gained. 

The Government is talking 
about independent taxing powers 
for Norfolk Island -- it's conceivable .. 
Q: The terms of reference mention 
"appropriate" means of raising reven¬ 
ue for local government expenditure. 
What characteristics make a particu¬ 
lar means of raising revenue "appro¬ 
priate"? 

A; I wish I could remember my 
Adam Smith here - those "canons of 
taxation". 

There's obviously the question of 
equity. I'm drawing a distinction 
between "equity" and "equality", 
you understand. 

"you don ! t want too 
many tax Inspectors" 

There's the question of conven¬ 
ience - and I mean that from the 
viewpoint of the taxpayer. 

There's the point about the cost 
of raising a tax. You don’t want 
too many public-sector resources 
devoted to tax inspectors, and ac¬ 
countants of various kinds. One 
would obviously think twice about 
that. 

There’s another one that comes 
to mind. You hear the State Prem¬ 
iers on the mainland talking about 
taxes having a "growth factor", by 
which they mean, which means 
simply that they’d like to get their 
hands on taxes whereby the yield 
goes up commensurate with the tax 
base. If you're talking about in¬ 
come tax, you're talking about a 
tax where revenues are elastic with 
incomes. 

If one envisages (and one might 
mis-envisage) the Island economy 
growing, and die public sector acti¬ 
vity growing pari-passus with it, it 


would be nice to think that as the 
Island's economy grows, the finance 
necessary for public sector activity 
would also grow, because if it doesn't, 
you've got to start looking around for 
other taxes - and before you know 
where you are you have a great pro¬ 
liferation of taxes all over the place, 
which are obviously a burden, and 
costly. 

I’d like a copy of Adam Smith's 
canons of taxation here. You can 
go through them one by one, and 
they’re just as true today as they 
were in 1776. 

public service costs 
will be examined 

Q: Item 4 of the terms of reference 
says "examine and report on the 
costs of maintaining die public ser¬ 
vices of the Island". How do you 
plan to go about examining what 
the costs are? Will you just say 
"May I have your last year's ac¬ 
counts, please?" 

As 1 already have them, or ac¬ 
cess to them. That's a starting point. 
But there’s more than one way of 
achieving a certain level of public- 
sector service, and I would be con¬ 
cerned with the most desirable way 
of achieving a desirable degree of 
public service. So it's just not a 
matter of looking at alternative ways 
of achieving public-sector services, 
and the costs associated'with these 
alternative ways. 

Q: How will you do that? By talk¬ 
ing with people? 

A* By talking with people, by com¬ 
parative work - Prof. Gates is a pub¬ 
lic finance specialist of some re¬ 
nown. He’s got a great wealth of 
comparative experience that he can 
draw upon. It’s a combination of 
local research and comparative stu¬ 
dies. 

Q: Item five in the terms of refer¬ 
ence mentions the "demand" for 
various social service benefits on 
the Island. I don't know whether 
that means the extent to which people 
are "asking for" - how loud are they 
yelling - is that what ’’demand" is? 

A; To some extent it's a reflection 


of individual preferences, but I 
think it's more than that. A lot of 
people could yell for unemployment 
benefit on the Island, but there 
isn't much unemployment. With¬ 
out pre-judging our findings, it 
may well turn up that the possibil¬ 
ity of significant increase in un¬ 
employment on the Island, in die 
short term, may not be likely. 

It's my impression, for example, 
that if the employment situation 
does slacken off here then the young 
people tend to leave the Island. If 
a scarcity of labour does emerge, 
it’s my understanding that, for ex¬ 
ample, hotel staff are brought in 
from die outside. 

So it might be that while individ¬ 
uals might think it would be a 
good idea to have unemployment 
benefits, it may well be that there 
might never in fact be much of a 
significant demand from individ¬ 
ual people who are unemployed. 

I know there is an Administra¬ 
tion special allowance system opera¬ 
ting at the moment. Possibly, with¬ 
out knowing anything about It, this 
may be adequate - and it may not. 

"Important to know 
peopled feelings" 

It’s certainly important to know 
what people's feelings are about 
what sort of network of social ser¬ 
vice. benefits should be available, 
and at what levels. But it goes be¬ 
yond that for us to try and identify 
present and future potential areas 
of need where a demand, in the 
sense of needing to be a recipient 
of it, in die sense of "are there 
going to be a considerable number 
of unemployed","are there going 
to be a considerable number of 
people over retirement age in need 
of pensions" - we’re going to have 
to do some economic forecasting, 
to look at whether or not disad¬ 
vantaged groups are going to emerge. 
If they're already here, this is one 
of the reasons for the census. 

A question came up this morning 
which does have some bearing on 
the social service question. It seems 


GIVENCHY 

We have the world-famous Givenchy french perfumes- 
Givenchy III -- Le De Givenchy -- Llnterdit -- Eau 
de Toilette -- at about one third of mainland prices. 
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to me from what little I've discover¬ 
ed so far that this Island has an in¬ 
formal system of social service bene¬ 
fits, in the sense that people pretty 
much tend to look after each other 
through gifts and mutual reciprocity 
arrangements. There is a question 
in the census form where I’m en¬ 
deavouring to build up a picture of 
the extent or magnitude and the na¬ 
ture of this. 

Q: I think there are many aspects 
of that system that are not translat¬ 
able into dollar terms. 

A: I'm sure you’re right. My first 
reaction when it was suggested that 
I look into this was how am I going 
to do it? It’s a problem. I’ve heard 
enough from people who are much 
more knowledgeable about the Isl¬ 
and than myself to be convinced 
that it's obviously a highly import¬ 
ant part of the economic and so¬ 
cial fabric of the Island. If it is 
as sort of widespread and strong as 
is suggested to me, then, as I said, 
we have an informal system of so¬ 
cial services, and an effective one, 
from all accounts I've heard. So 
any light we can throw on that must 
obviously have a bearing on - get¬ 
ting back to the terms of reference - 
the demand for social services on 
the Island. 

Just asking this question of the 
census form is not the end-point 
of our Inquiries into it. I think it 
is probably necessary that one 
should make some inquiry into it - 
it would probably be much more 
revealing than these sort of crude 
guesses that people will be making. 

"It would be a 
dreadful thing, 
wrong altogether" 

But it would be a dreadful thing, 
it would be wrong altogether, to 
go ahead and for argument's sake 
put up a nice sort of blueprint of 
social service payments on the Aust¬ 
ralian or New Zealand model, or 
somewhere else - and find that in 
the process we've destroyed some¬ 
thing extremely valuable in the 
sort of social heritage of the Island. 

Far from wishing to destroy or 
attack the system in a sense, it 
seems to me that prima facie 
there's great merit in .its preserva¬ 
tion and strengthening. 

Q: Confidentiality has been a mat¬ 
ter of some concern about the sur- 
vey. 

A: I've been spending a loi of 
time on the matter of giving the 
maximum degree of confidential¬ 
ity and secrecy .possible, in discussions 
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with the Council this week. The fi¬ 
nal set of proposals were discussed 
and supported unanimously. 

No one in the Commonwealth Gov¬ 
ernment will see individual returns - 
no one in the Administration. No 
one on the Island will see or ever 
know about individual returns. There 
is the usual statistical Ordinance 
which will involve me and Prof. 

Gates taking oaths of secrecy, with 
appropriate penalties prescribed for 
breach of that. 

The forms will be destroyed the 
minute the data has been extracted 
from diem. No information will be 
published which will enable items 
from individual returns to be identi¬ 
fied. The forms as they're processed 
will be nameless. 

There will be an "A" form with 
the person's name on it. There will 
be a "B" form with no name on it 
which will be placed in a sealed 
envelope which will go directly to 
Armidale. 

There will be a master list of all 
respondents. 

Q: How will that master list work? 

If you are looking at a particular 
return, and an answer is obviously 
wrong or something, and you want 
to query the person who gave that 
answer - his name isn't on the top 
of the form. What do you do? 

A: There'll be a number. 

Q: And who will have the list that 
puts numbers and names together? 

A; I will hold that list, entirely 
separately. 

I'll explain the system. Essen¬ 
tially someone here will distribute 
the census form. It will be in two 
parts, section "A" and section "B". 
The householder will fill out the 
whole form, and on section "A" he 
will write his own name and the 
names of other people residing in 
that household. 

Section "B" will have the person¬ 
al details of each of those persons, 
but in that section they'll just be 
referred to as "person 1", "person 
2", "person 3" and so on. 

When the householjder has com¬ 
pleted the form he'll tear off sec¬ 
tion "A”. He’ll take the anony¬ 
mous section and place it in an en¬ 
velope and seal it. It will be col¬ 
lected from him. he'll hand over 
the sealed envelope and the section 
"A" bit, which just has the names. 
What will probably happen is that 
a pumber will then be put on those 
forms. 

Then a master list will be com¬ 
piled - Smith household, Brown 
household, Jones household - num¬ 
bers 1, 2, 3. That will be kept by 
me, separately from the bundle of 
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forms. 

I'll go through the forms. If 
someone puts down that his grand¬ 
child is 105 and he's only 65, I 
ipight want to sort of query it. If 
I find that, and I imagine there will 
be a few of these, then I'll go to the 
master list, and find that number 29 
was the Smith household, and I will 
write a private and confidential let¬ 
ter to Mr. Smith saying, "Could you 
please enlighten me?" 

only one master list, 
under lock and key 

Q: The master list will be in Armi¬ 
dale? 

A; Yes. It won't be on the Island. 

Q: And it will be in your control? 

A: It will be in my control. 

Q: And there’ll be just that one 
copy? 

A: There will be just one copy, 
and that will be destroyed once the 
data has all been transcribed. The 
forms will also be destroyed. The 
master list would be under lock and 
key. 

I don’t want the forms lying around 
any longer than I h’ave to. Once ' 
I've got my basic tables out, in print¬ 
out sheets and so forth, : - wiped. In 
the incinerator. 

Q: If the study goes well, what will 
it do for Norfolk? Why do such a 
study? 

A; It's obviously tied up with the 
political developments that have 
been foreshadowed for Norfolk Island. 
Hand in hand with this development 
must go financial changes - economic 
changes. 

If the political developments are 
going to be successful, then an im¬ 
portant ingredient in their long-term 
success and viability will be the cap¬ 
acity of the Island to manage itself 
successfully on the economic front. 

That's,what I see coming from 
the study; a series'of recommenda¬ 
tions, a series of suggestions, - they 
can, of course, be no more than 
that. It will simply be a document 
that, when it's available, will be 
available for discussion, comment. 

One hopes that it will be a good 
document, and that if will lead to 
improved decision-making about 
the economic future of Norfolk - 
and that can't be divorced from 
the political future. 

Obviously a great degree of pol¬ 
itical independence must mean a 
great degree of economic inde¬ 
pendence, and the study contributes 
to improvements in decision-mak¬ 
ing on the Norfolk Island economy. 
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A NEW BOOK BRINGS NORFOLK’S FAMOUS 

CHAPEL BACK TO LIFE, AS IT USED TO BE 


THE PUBLICATION OF "God's Gent¬ 
lemen” is a wonderful event for any¬ 
one who cares about Norfolk. 

It is "must” reading for every in¬ 
telligent resident, and Norfolk visi¬ 
tors who read it will find it adds a 
new dimension to their holiday and 
puts them one-up on many locals. 

St. Barnabas Chapel and the old 
Melanesian Mission grounds sudden¬ 
ly come alive again. 

For 52 years they were the central 
headquarters for one of the most 
touching and remarkable missionary 
efforts in history. 

Bishop George Augustus Selwyn's 
dream, in 1850, was to sweep Christ¬ 
ianity through all the "News" - New 
Caledonia, the New Hebrides, New 
Britain, New Ireland, New Hanover 
and New Guinea. 

Working from Norfolk Island, voy¬ 
aging through the Pacific islands to 
the north in a series of sailing ships 
and steamers all named "Southern 
Cross", an earnest band of dedicated 
men did their best to bring the word 
and the sacraments to primitive Mel¬ 
anesia. 

David Hilliard's extraordinary book 
makes these "gentlemen of God" - 
and their wives, their associates, 
their students and the old mission 
station on Norfolk - live and breathe 
again. 

Once you have read his book you 
will walk into St. Barnabas with a 
whole new understanding. The Cha¬ 
pel is a quaint and lovely building, 
and a highlight for almost every vis¬ 
itor to Norfolk. But with David Hil¬ 
liard’s book as the key to what it all 
meant, an hour at St. Barnabas be¬ 
comes a moving experience. 

tells the story 
as It really was 

His book is a success partly because 
he cares about the mission and the 
people who made it - but partly be¬ 
cause he dug deeply into private 
sources for his information, and tells 
the story as it really was rather than 
churchifying it. 

Hilliard gently puts his finger on 
what he calls "the characteristic de¬ 
fect of missionary literature... that 
it has been written primarily to en¬ 
courage and edify its readers." 

He cites a new missionary's com¬ 


ment to a friend in 1910; "The Logs 
and reports tell you nothing of the 
inner life of the Mission. The Bish¬ 
op hates a dismal report and tells 
you so, and so everyone writes as 
cheerfully as possible." 

"God's Gentlemen" is the result 
of David Hilliard's going beyond the 
official reports, and into private cor¬ 
respondence not published before, 
and reports and papers from sources 
outside the mission. 

And so we can understand (per¬ 
haps better than die men of the 
mission understood themselves) the 
personalities, the successes and 
failures, the political cross-cur¬ 
rents and the human as well as the 
religious side of a crusade that help¬ 
ed shape this part of the world for 
better or few worse. 

Hilliard lets us see how ihe con¬ 
ception of the mission's purpose 
changed over the years. At first 
its understood aim was to bring 
Melanesians into the English church. 
But with experience in die Islands 
a very different conception evolv¬ 
ed: the church in Melanesia should 
be one shaped by the Melanesians. 

In the course of that evolution the 
fascinating phenomenon of Anglo- 
Catholicism appears, and Hilliard 
documents its presence. 

Did die mission's aims succeed? 

Did the islanders of Melanesia 
want the new religion? The answer 
is mixed, intriguing and enlighten¬ 
ing. The book discloses a wide range 
of effects. 

inter-tribe wars 
and bloodshed 

Inter-tribe wars and bloodshed 
had always been a curse to parts of 
Melanesia, and the missionaries 
brought peace to many of them at 
last. Chief Cakobau of Fiji had 
urged the missionaries to take their 
teachings to the islands northwest 
of him. "Go and tell them that I 
have fought battles and killed many 
men," he said, ’but that this teach¬ 
ing is the true one. ” 

But could primitive people really 
understand Christianity? Hilliard 
records the report of a missionary 
who had visited the Wango people 
for the first time. He asked them 
if they wanted him to come back 


again. "Yes, " they said. "And 
bring very much tobacco, and ax¬ 
es, and beads, and red braid." The 
missionary wrote that he answered 
"Ah. you do not want me really; 
you only want tobacco, " arid adds 
"At which they laughed." 

filled with lore 
that few remenber 

"God's Gentlemen" is filled 
with Norfolk Island lore that few if 
any here have remembered. The 
language taught and spoken at the 
mission here was Mota. The "Sou¬ 
thern Cross" ships were a colour¬ 
ful part of the mission (their wind- 
worn Bishop's flags hang on the 
back wall of the Chapel today) 
but in their voyages among the isl¬ 
ands they frequently left a trail of 
serious 'flu and other European ail¬ 
ments behind them. 

St. Barnabas Chapel was built to 
commemorate die great martyr of 
the missionary movement. Bishop 
John Patteson. "It is hallowed by 
the past, " wrote a New Hebrides 
lawyer, Edward Jacomb. It is a 
holy place. It is a place which 
generations of Kanakas and Missi¬ 
onaries look back upon just as a 
"Varsity man looks back upon his 
college. ” 

The Chapel is much admired, but 
little understood. David Hilliard's 
splendid new book restores it and the 
Melanesian Mission to a richly-des¬ 
erved place of importance in the 
living history of Norfolk. 

Books seem to become more ex¬ 
pensive all the time, and at $14. 95 
"God's Gentlemen” seems almost 
more of an investment than an amu¬ 
sement. In fact that's what it is. 
Because of its specialised subject, 
it may never be re-printed. But it 
will come to be a Pacific classic. 

Buy it, enjoy it, let friends enjoy it 
when they come to visit - and the 
day will come when it will fetch far 
more than its new cost. 

("God's Gentlemen - a history of 
the Melanesian Mission 1849-1942’ 
by David Hilliard. University of 
Queensland Press. Preface + 342 pag¬ 
es with index, 38 photographs and 
three maps. On sale on Norfolk at 
the Trading Post, Burns Philp, Jen¬ 
sen's News Agency, Norfolk Souve¬ 
nirs.) 
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HELEN PAYNE, attractive, soft- 
spoken, always impeccably groom¬ 
ed, and cook extraordinaire, is co- 
owner, with her husband Alan, of 
"Mokutu" out Steeles Point way. 

Running a guest house on Norfolk 
Island with a capacity of 30 has been 
an unusual challenge to Helen. She 
was brought up in Chefoo, China, 
where if the lady of the house went 
into the kitchen die cook would re¬ 
sign on the spot. 

Helen has had a most unusual life. 
Tales of her years in China, the 
Phillipines, a Japanese civilian 
concentration camp, hong Kong, 

Austr alia and eventually Norfolk 
Island would make material for 
several novels. Actually, a book 
has been written about Weihsien, 
the camp where Helen and her par¬ 
ents were prisoners for 3i years. 

Helen's father, Dick, was an ex- 
Royal Navy Englishman. 

helen’s mother, Zoya, was a 
White Russian who emigrated from 
Russia during the Czarist Revolution. 
That escape was a real Dr. Zhivago 
story - travelling by train, packed 
in like sardines, losing her parents 
and sisters and brothers, and land¬ 
ing in Harbin, Manchuria, all alone. 
This is where Helen was bom. She 
lived in Shanghai ("the Pearl of the 
Orient") and remembers it as sur¬ 
prisingly Russian because so many 
Immigrants from the Revolution 
had settled there. In those days 
you could get anything in Shanghi - 
Parisian fashions, International cui¬ 
sine, fabulous treasures from Europe. 
Many of the Russian girls who had 
migrated there had no training in 
anything and went into hair dressing, 
manicuring and other jobs that could 
be learned quickly. Many married 
men of other nationalities. 

Helen and her parents went to 
Chefoo in North China to live. 

Chefoo was the site of an American 
Navy base where the American 
Navy did maneuvers in the summer¬ 
time. Helen's father owned a re¬ 
sort hotel and nightclubs which were 
managed for him by professional 
managers. 

With the exception of a brief spell 
of 5i years in Manila, most of Helen's 
years until the war broke out in '39 
were spent in Chefoo. She attended 
a French Convent run by the Francis¬ 
can Missionaries. She was taken to 



school in a rickshaw owned by her 
family and pulled by their Apo (man¬ 
servant). He was terribly proud of 
his rickshaw and kept it in immacu¬ 
late shape - the inside all done in 
starched white cotton, and Helen 
seated on a starched white pillow. 

In 1939 everything was frozen. 
Foreigners were made to feel very 
uncomfortable and after Pearl Har¬ 
bor Helen and her family were 
prisoners in their own flat. 

"We were having breakfast one 
morning - it was winter - suddenly 
in our flat in the hotel the gendarmerie 
walked in - the Japs came in and said, 
'Japan is at war. You are prisoners.' 

“My daddy's hotel was then used 
as a Gestapo Agency. We stayed in 
the flat for six weeks - couldn't go 
out at all. Our cook, who was Chi¬ 
nese, brought us food. All white 
people were under suspicion and some 
Chinese people who were loyal to the 
white people were questioned in that 
hotel. I heard many a cry. 

“They took daddy away because 
they thought he was a Mason - but 
they let him come back. They 
weren't cruel to us - a bit sadistic - 
one called ’Gold Tooth' - but most 
were O.K." 

Helen and her parents were trans¬ 
ferred to several other camps and fi¬ 
nally were put in Weihsien where 
they remained until the end of the 
war. 

Weihsien. consisted of 2, 000 
people - men, women and children 
of all nationalities. Food was very 
short. They had to line up twice a 
day like prisoners. 

"People rallied together and set 
up a bakery, a hospital and so on - 
we almost got a town going. We 
had our own committee which put 
people in the right jobs. Of jourse, 
we had to ask the Japanese for per¬ 
mission for everything. “ 

Helen worked as a voluntary aid 
in the hospital. Eventually the hos¬ 
pital was quite well-equipped as the 
doctors at the camp, mostly English, 
were able to get equipment from 
their former surgeries smuggled in. 


LIVING 


“The morale was tremendous. We 
had good concerts, beautiful pianists, 
lovely voices - all sorts of exhibitions. 

"The Japanese were not mean. The 
Commandant was not mean. No bod¬ 
ily harm came to anybody. No wo¬ 
men were molested. But the Camp 
was surrounded by electrified barbed 
wire. We got news from the outside 
world very stealthily. We didn't 
dare have radios - we'd be shot. 

“However, there was a Russian who 
had a radio in his straw broom. The 
Japanese would storm into his room 
because they suspected him but the 
broom was always behind the door. 

“We heard rumours that the Japan¬ 
ese were on the verge of collapsing 
and that the war was coming to an 
end. We had very little food by this 
time; I'd hate to think of the number 
of times we ate mules. The cooks 
did their best to doctor them up. " 

Helen and the others were unwill¬ 
ing to believe the rumours that "the 
war was coming to an end”. Their 
spirits were brightened beyond words 
one day when they heard a plane 
overhead. An American transport 
flew low for a moment or two, the 
hatch opened and six American para¬ 
troopers came down, 
i “Our boys took the Japs by surprise, 
opened the big gates, ran out and 
brought these paratroopers back on 
their shoulders. Everyone was crying, 
laughing - it was very dramatic. ” 

The Americans dropped pamphlets 
saying food and medicine was on the 
way. Next came 44 gallon drums of 
food, medicines and everything that 
the people needed, dropped from the 
sky. 

After the Japanese surrendered, 
the Americans began to re-orient 
the people who had been imprisoned 
for over 3$ years. 

"They tried to bring the world to 
us. Music, films and conversation. 
We were out of touch. 

"We were taken to Tsingtao by 
American transport. (We couldn’t 
go by rail as the Chinese Commu¬ 
nists kept blowing up the rails) and 
eventually, as things sorted out, 
everyone went on their own way. 
Again we started life all over again." 

Helen and her parents stayed in 
Tsingtao for.a few years. Helen work¬ 
ed at the American Red Cross and 
then Port Facilities. Tsingtao became 
a supply base for American Naval 
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families; They left China on the 
supply ship "U.S.S. Pollock"; 

"We were tola it might be our 
last chance of leaving China safely." 

They were evacuated to Hong 
Kong, where they stayed in decre¬ 
pit refugee quarters. 

"We had nothing and could go 
anywhere. It was a toss-up. Daddy 
said 'Would you like to go to Canada 
or Australia?’ I said 'Australia, it's 
warmer.' 

"Australia was so strange at first. 

No continental touch of food, accent 
so different. We needed coupons 
for tea. But people were very kind." 

Helen went to work for Qantas 
in airport security. She met Alaa 
there and they married. They have 
a married son, Richard. 

After so many moves and such 
turmoil one wonders how Helen had 
the strength to build all over again 
on Norfolk. When Allan saw an ad 
for a property here Suitable for tour¬ 
ist development", they were intrigued. 

"I'm game to give it a go, are 
you?" Allan said. 

"Guess so," said Helen. And that 
was it and how Mokuto came to be. 

"There are so many aspects to 
Norfolk - it's something you can’t 
put a finger on - it just gets you in. 

It's my anchor now. 



Pork chops 


Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving Ihe 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

Vz cup canned mushrooms in 
butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vz cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 



■ BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
NOT ALL the wines exported from 
Europe are good wines and we who 
do not see so many of them deserve 
a little guidance. Fortunately there 
are some useful clues to be found on 
labels which give us a measure of 
protection. 

The French have a very strict sys¬ 
tem operating in various regions so 
that only those wines which meet 
the requirements of the particular 
district and style are able to carry 
the words "Appellation Controlee" 
sometimes in combination with more 
specific regional information. 

One such red in the Bond is the 
famous Chateauneuf-du-Pape, one 
of the foremost wines of Burgundy 
grown in Inhospitable, stony ground 
which was once the river bed of the 
Rhone. Despite the seemingly harsh 
soil this complex wine (13 grape var¬ 
ieties may be used) develops great 
quality with age and ranks high 
amongst die reds of France. The 
particular wine available here car¬ 
ries the label of well-known shippers 
Cruse and for a 1974 vintage is not 
unreasonably priced <S) $5.25 al¬ 
though it should be improved by fur¬ 
ther ageing. 

German nomenclature is more 
complex and is the result of grow - 
ing conditions which are often more 


than difficult in that climate re¬ 
stricts the amount of natural sugar 
in the grapes. This, in turn, often 
makes it necessary to add sugar to 
obtain sufficiently high alcohol 
levels, something which would not 
be permitted In more fortunate areas 
such as Australia. 

What we should look for are the 
words "Tafelwein", "Qualitatswein" 
and "Qualitatswein mit Pradlkat". 
The last mentioned is the top class 
and the one which no sugar may be 
added thus demanding the best mat¬ 
erial and, consequently, it is the 
most expensive. It is further defined 
in terms of natural sweetness by var¬ 
ious suffixes ranging from Kabinett 
through Spatlese, etc., to the very 
expensive Trockenbeerenauslese 
which we are unlikely to see, 

A Q. M. P, Kabinett presently 
available here is the 1975 Schloss 
Schonborn Relsling by the highly 
rated firm of Sichel. It is priced 
at $6.00. 

From the very old firm of Dein- 
hard we have the green label 
Bereich Bernkastel 1975 which is 
a Qualitatswein and, therefore, 
somewhat lower priced at $4.06. 

it will be a matter of personal 
taste whether you think imported 
wines are worth the understandably 
higher prices but, if we are going to 
try them, let us look at the small 
print to ensure how they would rate 
back home. 


LAST MONTH'S garden chat was 
primarily about ponds, with or with¬ 
out water-lilies, so to continue 
about ponds, let's start with fish. 
These are a "must" or your pretty 
pond will just be a haven for "mos- 
sies". Unless there is ample weed 
cover for the fish, the pond must 
have a cover, bird netting being 
first choice. Kingfishers are great 
stealers of pond fish but dogs also 
cause havoc especially in hot sum¬ 
mer months when to "doggy" a bath 
in the pond is hard to resist. How¬ 
ever the pond looks a sorry spot af - 
ter a big dog has splasned around in 
it, and very often the fish are scared 
to death or thrown out onto the sur¬ 
round. 

All cold water fish do well and, 
as a rule, guppies, although this 
cold winter has been too much for 
many of these colourful, lively 
little fish. 

There is no difficulty in bringing 


pond fish to Norfolk and, given right 
conditions, they will breed well. 

One of die best "nests" for fish 
is the water-hyacinth, but do wash 
roots very well before putting it in 
your pond. 

Do not forget to put an outlet 
just below the rim of the pond, and 
cover this with mesh so that in times 
of heavy rain both fish and pond 
weeds will not be floated out. 

The hippys and lily family are 
now all showing growth, so be sure 
to remove all old foliage which is 
a hide-away for slugs, snails and 
wood lice; then give them some 
fertilizer and place snail bait about 
the neck of bulbs. 

Plant out most summer annuals 
from now till end of September, 
depending on our fickle weather 
this season of course. Pansies and 
snapdragons both like the cooler 
weather, also stock, although it 
is a little late. 
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ANOTHER COLD and blustery month 
has just passed - a month filled with 
celebrations and anniversaries which 
began on Wednesday, 2nd August, 
with Mrs. Dorothy Adams’ 90th birth¬ 
day celebration. Her daughter, Mrs. 
Margaret (Honey) McCoy, had in¬ 
vited about 150 old friends and resi¬ 
dents to join with them at the R. S. L., 
Clubrooms for a smorgasbord lunch¬ 
eon. With the help of many friends. 
Honey had prepared a delightful meal. 
How lovely for Mrs. Adams to be able 
to celebrate her birthday in such a 
way with her sister, Mrs. Phylis John¬ 
stone, daughter and grandson, Robbie, 
and with so many other friends too. 

The most sulking feature of the occa¬ 
sion was to see Mrs. Adams so very 
much alive and sprightly, and so ob¬ 
viously enjoying herself. One of the 
guests said it was one of the nicest 
things that had happened to him since 
coming to live on Norfolk; to be in¬ 
vited to such a delightful occasion. 

Monday, 7th August, was a memor¬ 
able day for the Burns Pbilp store here 
on Norfolk. The day marked the be¬ 
ginning of a week of celebrations to 
commemorate the store's first fifty 
years of trading on Norfolk. The 
staff had decorated the shop in true 
party style and were well and truly 
ready to cope with the "multitudes" 
who had come to seek a bargain in 
their Anniversary Sale. 

Education Week began on Norfolk 
Island with special Church Services 
at All Saints, Kingston, and the Uni¬ 
ting Church on Sunday, 13th August. 
Mrs. Julie South and Fourth-Former, 
Juliette Yager, read die lessons for 
the day and Malcolm Sandsuom gave 
the address. Ray Wilkinson, the Head¬ 
master, addressed the congregation 
at the Uniting Church. 

Wednesday afternoon, 16th August, 
was Open Day at the School. Parents 
had been advised earlier that Open Day 
would take a different format from 
those held previously. An opportun¬ 
ity for parent/teacher Interviews had 
been given much earlier in the term 
after reports had been sent home. 

This system worked really well as 
parents made an appointment, there¬ 
by alleviating the normal situation 
of a long queue of parents and a very 
confused teacher at the end of the 
evening'. The purpose of the 
Open Afternoon was to give those in¬ 


terested an opportunity to see the 
children at work in their classrooms 
and to view some of the work carried 
out during the year. At 2.30 Infants 
and Primary children assembled in 
the Assembly Hall and each class 
had prepared items to entertain the 
parents. The Infants Section, led 
by Mrs. Maureen Tavener, sang a 
group of songs, some with delight¬ 
ful actions’. Second class demon¬ 
strated their expertise on the record¬ 
ers and a number of percussion instru¬ 
ments. Considering Mr. Lavender 
has been teaching them the recorder 
for only two terms, the children did 
remarkably well. Miss Knight's first 
class children "frightened" everyone 
with their “Witches of halloween”. 
Then Julie South's class read out 
poems they had written during the 
year. There was an amusing skit 
about a face at the window jumping 
from a burning building told in broad 
Australian. Sixth class children 
demonstrated examples of art and 
craft work they had been learning 
from Mr. Travers during the year, 
and Louise Horrocks read in a fine, 
clear voice, a story she had written 
herself called "The Autobiography 
of Tabby the Cat". JLt was truly de¬ 
lightful, as indeed was the whole 
afternoon. 

The next evening, Thursday; 17th 
August, was the date set for one of 
the most popular nights of entertain¬ 
ment here on Norfolk - the Primary 
and Secondary School Concert - and 
as usual the hall was filled to capac¬ 
ity. It was such a marvellous even¬ 
ing I hardly know where to begin! 

After the Headmaster's welcome and 
the National Anthem, the curtain 
opened on Year Seven’s item "Air¬ 
port 78" which was a send-up of air¬ 
port and landing procedures here on 
Norfolk. The funniest part was to 
see the Agricultural Officer in the 
guise of Nicholas Cree spraying the 
plane. What a sight, and then when 
he discovered a mere "seed” in one 
of the passenger’s baggage, a real 
commotion set in. Fierce armed 
police arrived and carted the culprit 
off to the torture chamber. After 
everyone had left the airport, one 
scared passenger (Graham Jensen) 
crawled out from under a table only 
to be further frightened by a huge cow. 
This was just too much for the tourist 
who flew out of the terminal and back 


on to the plane where he sat huddled 
and trembling in his seat! 

It would take me far too long to 
describe all the items. The staff 
and pupils had gone to a tremendous 
amount of effort to produce a smooth¬ 
running action-packed evening. The 
scenes alternated from the front of 
the curtains to behind the curtains, 
so that there was very little time 
lost between items. I thought the 
absence of interval was a good idea 
especially when there were so many 
small children in the audience. The 
enthusiasm of those taking part was 
really terrific. Julia LeCren was a 
very convincing "Dracula". Two 
little boys were overheard saying 
one to the other "Did you see that 
scarey lady with the long silver 
fingernails?" Michael Smith was 
obviously enjoying his many varied 
parts as a most convincing dragon 
who was condemned for over-acting; 
as the Sergeant who was shot by his 
own firing squad; and then when he 
was rehearsing lines for a film and 
the producer kept telling him he was 
doing it wrong. That was very clever¬ 
ly done. Bradley 1 Hudson and "Shorty" 
Kiernan did a terrific miming act 
called "Rock Island Line”! 

The last item on the programme 
was "Paint Your Waggon", present¬ 
ed by the Primary children under 
the direction of Malcolm Sandsuom. 
The singing was delightful and a 
most fitting finale to a grand con¬ 
cert. Well done everyone! 

Another group that has celebrated 
its 50th Anniversary this month is 
the Scouting Movement on Norfolk. 
The first activity planned to cele¬ 
brate this event was a Social Night 
held at the Leagues Club on Tuesday, 
22nd August, to which all past and 
present Scouts and Cubs, plus par¬ 
ents and friends, were invited. Ac¬ 
cording to all accounts, it was an 
hilarious evening with parents tak¬ 
ing part in the games with the child¬ 
ren. I believe watching Peter Magri 
and Terry Wallace feeding each 
other Weet-bix whilst being blind¬ 
folded was indeed a rare treat! The 
oldest Scout present, Greg Quintal, a 
and the youngest Cub, Jason Ryan, 
cut the birthday cake between them. 

Other activities to mark the occa¬ 
sion which took place during that 
week included an evening of Scout¬ 
ing films at the School and a March 
Parade from the R. S. L. to Rawson 
Hall on the Saturday morning. Other 
functions planped for that day had to 
be postponed because of the wind 
till the following Saturday, 2nd Sep¬ 
tember, as did the planting of the 10 
Pohutakawa trees along the beachfront 
of Slaughter Bay. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • R E TAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) ; Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

j • HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



Let’s Go 
Fishing! 









OCTOBER ’78 


The Costs at Government House 


UNDER FIVE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATORS, GOVERNMENT HOUSE EXPENSES 
AVERAGED $19 A DAY. HOW MUCH LAST YEAR? WHOO-EEE: 

READ PAGE 3 


Great Ideas for Norfolk 


CANBERRA’S TOP PLANNER BLOWS THE DUST OFF COUNCIL’S THINKING. 
HE SUGGESTS USING KINGSTON MORE, SMALLER SUBDIVISIONS, OPENING 
UP MOUNT PITT, A HOTEL ON POINT HUNTER AND MUCH MORE. 

READ PAGE 5 


Island’s Airline Cleared 


A SHAREHOLDER SQUABBLE ENDS WITH A PUNGENT, OUTSPOKEN REPORT 
FROM A GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATOR, TELLING DISSIDENTS TO COOL OFF. 

READ PAGE 9 


Five Clues to Norfolk 


A SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS - TO HELP THEM UNDERSTAND SOME 
BASIC FACTS ABOUT WHAT THE ISLAND IS REALLY LIKE UNDER THE SURFACE. 

READ PAGE 29 


De-Colonisation at Last? 

A DRAFT AUSTRALIAN LAW FOR NORFOLK’S FUTURE FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
IS DUE ANY DAY. WILL IT BE THE REAL THING OR WILL WE STAY A COLONY? 

READ THE NEWS EDITORIAL ON PAGE 34 


PLUS: 


ANSON BAY HOTEL CONTROVERSY CONTINUES...NORFOLK COIN ISSUE GETS STALLED 
■ IN CANBERRA...TORRENS TITLE ON AGAIN.. .ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF NORFOLK’S 
MAYBE-FUTURE JET AIRLINER. ..ISSUES ON LORD HOWE...CONVERSATION WITH TWO 
OLD-TIMERS... "IN BOND"...GOOD RECIPES.,. "ISLAND HOUSEWIFE:’.. SOCIAL NEWS 


Z nternational duty free 

TAYLDRS-ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES: NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


| | RA DI OS -- C AS SETT ES 


[ [ RECORDS AND CASSETTES 


POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO ■ A K AI 
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LAST ISSUE we questioned the level 
of airfares charged by East-West be¬ 
tween Norfolk and Sydney, as com¬ 
pared with its special fare between 
Sydney and Hobart. 

Bruce Teague, East-West's market¬ 
ing manager, answered the question 
with a thoughtful and detailed let¬ 
ter which appears later ln> this issue. 
He said that The News's calculator 
was wrong. We bought a new cal¬ 
culator and his figures check out. 

We would be glad to have equal¬ 
ly straight and informative answers 
on a couple of other matters that 
came to light in the publication of 
detailed 1977/78 accounts for the 
Norfolk Administration last month. 

THE ASTRONOMICAL price Nor¬ 
folk pays for electricity is one of 
these matters. It is currently 17c. 
a kilowatt hour. 

In 1977/78 the Electricity Under¬ 
taking had sales and meter rentals 
of $479,283.' It made a profit for 
the year of $88,268, or about 18<7c. 

The Electricity Undertaking ought 
to break even, as a community ser¬ 
vice. 

If it had charged 14£ a unit all 
through 1977/78, it would have 
made a slight profit. 

Is there any reason the price 
shouldn't be reviewed, and moved 
back down if possible? 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE expenses, 
which are paid out of the Island's 
general revenue, also raise some 
questions. 

The expenses don't cover reno¬ 
vations or any capital costs. They 
include the wages of servants, var¬ 
ious "supplies" for the establish¬ 
ment, and certain other costs that 
make the place comfortable and 
tidy for the occupants and official 
visitors. The expenses are quite 
separate from the Administrator's 
tax-free salary and entertaining al¬ 
lowance. ■ 

In 1964/65, when Maj.-Gen. 
Wordsworth was Administrator, Gov¬ 
ernment House expenses were about 
$5400, or about $14. 50 a day, year- 


around. 

During Mr. Nott’s Administrator - 
ship, in 1965/66, expenses were 
$6800, or about $18.60 a day. 

Mr. Marsh followed, occupying 
Government House for three years, 
in which expenses were $6700. $7000. 
and $7400 - an average of $19.30 a 
day. 

During Air Cdre. Dalkin's four 
years the expense was $7500, $8500, 
$57 00 and $6500, or an average of 
the same $19.30 a day. 

House expenses during Air Cdre. 
Pickerd's three-plus years were $6700, 
$7000 (the year the Queen visited) 
and $8500. Inflation was beginning 
to show, and Government House was 
looking better. The average during 
bis tenure was $20.30 a day. 

The year 1975/76 was something 
of a puzzler. Potts Buffett, acting 
as Administrator, did not even live 
in Government House for his nine 
months of office, but for some rea¬ 
son expenses jumped up to $12,600 - 
a record-breaking $34. 50 a day, on 
the average. 

Mr. O'Leary became Administrator 
in September of the 1976/77 year. 
Government House expenses that 
year soared to $23,700, or nearly 
$65 a day. 

The 1977/78 figures, just released, 
show what Government House expenses 
Mr. O'Leary charged up during his 
second year of occupancy. 

Would you believe five times as 
much as any previous regular Ad¬ 
ministrator averaged? 

Would you believe $36, 652? 

Would you believe $100.41 for 
every day in the year? 


TIME FOR SOME RECOGNITION, 
APPLAUSE AND REAL SUPPORT 

IN THREE SHORT YEARS, Norfolk 
Island Airlines has made remarkable 


achievements. 

It has opened up useful, valuable 
links between Norfolk, Brisbane and 
Lord Howe Island. 

It was first to introduce prop-jet, 
pressurised aircraft and world-class 
navigation computers to regular Nor¬ 
folk Island service. 

Its good-looking, beautifully main¬ 
tained KingAlr planes have run like 
clockwork, presenting a fine image 
of Norfolk Island itself, and adding 
something unusual and enjoyable to 
the holidays of people who fly in 
them. 

A solid (but controlled) level of 
tourism is the economic lifeline of 
the Island. It allows Norfolk's pub¬ 
lic finances and most private busi¬ 
nesses to stay in the black, and that 
fact is one key to Norfolk's being able 
to claim a right to local self-govern¬ 
ment. 

Tourism here has held up extreme¬ 
ly well despite recessioii conditions in 
Australia. This has not happened 
simply because Norfolk is a peaceful, 
lovely, historic Island: it has been 
because Norfolk Island Airlines had 
the drive and the imagination to open 
up a whole new market for us three 
years ago. In the 12 months ended 
June 30th, 2285 people came here 
direct from Brisbane. Without them, 
tourism and public finances would 
both have suffered. 

This admirable operation - our 
own airline - has now reached a 
crucial stage of its development. 

With a limited amount of share capi¬ 
tal, all of it invested by Norfolk resi¬ 
dents, it has done an amazing amount 
but more capital is needed. 

The past year has been a difficult 
one for the airline, made worse by a 
regrettable dog-fight with a few share¬ 
holders. This disruption has now been 
resolved by an official inquiry made 
by the Commonwealth, which ex¬ 
amined the complaints and in effect 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants- 
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AlfettaGT16 
Alfetta GTV2000 


The Alfetta coupd versions (Alfetta GT low fuel consumption, high comfort 
1.6, 1570 cc and Alfetta GTV 2000, and lasting quality. The engine, me- 
1962 cc) are cars of outstanding chanical parts and bodywork of the 
sports car characteristics, intended Alfetta coupe are all constructed to 
for a public seeking lively response last. Its sturdiness derives from its 
coupled with careful attention to me- design perfection and the quality of 
chanical design, safety equipment, the materials used. 



Thfe Alfetta 2000 has all the features which make more normal standards of economy (fuel con¬ 
it the symbol of a new concept in motor cars, sumption) and by those factors of long life, low 
It is a high quality vehicle providing levels of maintenance costs, modern mechanical design 
safety, reliability, strength and comfort which and style which characterise a sound invest- 
meet all the demands of the most exacting dri- ment. 
ver; yet it is an economical vehicle, both by the 
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Revolutionary, Fresh Ideas 
for Island’s Zoning, Planning 


told the complainers to shut up and 
stop making trouble. 

The airline's directors, backed by 
the great majority of shareholders, 
are working like tigers to keep build¬ 
ing up passenger traffic, to win the 
rights to additional routes, and to 
find the best sources for the financial 
support that is necessary for continued 
growth. It is not unlike the foundation 
years of many airlines - "days of 
struggle and doubt, when our future 
existence often hung by a hair”. That 
is what chairman Hudson Fysh wrote 
about Qantas in 1922. 

What can Norfolk do to help assure 
that Norfolk Island's airline goes on 
to new strength? 

Plenty. 

As an Island we can bluntly ask 
Australia and New Zealand to help 
Norfolk Island Airlines in every way 
they legitimately can - giving them 
a full, fair and sympathetic hearing 
on applications for new routes, and 
giving them ”a go” in any other way 
they can. 

As a holiday resort we can make 
visitors from Brisbane doubly wel¬ 
come, and encourage them to tell 
their friends about Norfolk. 

And as a community we can make 
it plain that the airline has our full¬ 
est support. It is the hardest thing 
in the world to get a real Norfolk 
Island gossip to stop rumour-monger - 
ing, but in this case gossips ought to 
be stood up and told that they aren’t 
being clever: they are white-anting 
Norfolk Island itself. 

Norfolk’s reputation is at stake. 

Our name is carried proudly on those 
aircraft. 

A very important chunk of our 
tourist economy and the Island's 
public finance is at stake. 

The good name of Australia it¬ 
self, as guardian of Norfolk, and 
the interests of New Zealand, as a 
nation concerned with the well-be¬ 
ing of Pacific islands, are involved. 

The continued success and growth 
of Norfolk Island Airlines is not 
merely desirable. It is a “must", 
for everyone who genuinely cares 
about the Island. 


THE CHAIRMAN of Australia's Na¬ 
tional Capital Development Com¬ 
mission; Mr. Anthony Powell, in¬ 
troduced a fresh, new world of de¬ 
velopment planning concepts for 
Norfolk at a meeting with the Island's 
Council on August 28th. 

After generations of having Norfolk 
policies arbitrarily laid down by Can¬ 
berra experts to conform with main¬ 
land concepts, Mr. Powell’s com¬ 
ments and attitudes came like a drink 
of cool water to long-parched lips. 

Obviously briefed by Minister R.J. 
Ellicott, Mr. Powell gave the most 
convincing demonstration yet that 
Australia is genuine in its intention 
to end 81 years of colonial rule and 
let Norfolk govern its own local af¬ 
fairs again. 

Repeatedly Mr. Powell told Coun¬ 
cillors that they had to make up their 
own minds, with the community's 
help, what the residents of the Island 
want Norfolk to be like in the future - 
and then, if Council wanted it, pro¬ 
fessionals from Mr. Powell's N. C.D.C. 
staff might be able to help show how 
Council's policies could best be put 
into effect. 

Toward the end,of the meeting Ad¬ 
ministrator D.V. O'Leary said "Can 
I ask, Mr. Powell, when you’ve com¬ 
pleted your visit here would you be 
intending to write some sort of sur¬ 
vey report to the Minister that would 
be available to us also? You have 
that in mind?" 

Mr. Powell's answer shattered de¬ 
cades of tradition. "No I didn't, ” 
he said. "I mean all 1 really was 
going to do was to come here and 
have a look to find out from you how 
you saw yourselves proceeding; to 
then say to the Minister when I re¬ 
turn that 1 thought there were some 
issues that 1 felt the Commission staff 
might be able to assist on: and then 
to do nothing until, through the De¬ 
partment of Home Affairs, there was 
a request that came forward that 


said 'We would like the Commission 
to provide some staff to help us'... 
it's quite important to us to be in¬ 
vited to come and help. " 

Council's meeting with Mr. Powell 
was in closed session, but at the 
September 6th monthly meeting 
Councillors supported the idea of 
making the transcript public. 

Mr. Powell showed Council fresh 
ways of looking at development 
controls, but avoided making any 
direct recommendations. He said 
that firm, written conclusions by 
him would only cause people to say 
“Oh, that's just a know-all from 
the N.C.D.C. that was here for 
two days and thinks he knows the 
solutions to all the problems." 

But his approach to the Island's 
situation surprised and often delight¬ 
ed Council. 

Coldhan Plan old hat 

• The Coldham Plan, never for¬ 
mally adopted but ordered by a 
previous Minister to be followed as 
the basic guide for Island planning, 
appears to strike Mr. Powell as old- 
fashioned and over-restrictive. 

He said dividing the Island into 
zones for various separate kinds of 
land use - which is the essence of 
the Coldham Plan - seemed appro¬ 
priate for much larger regions than 
Norfolk Island. 

"Quite often because people are 
worried about whether they can 
solve what is essentially an architect¬ 
ural design problem, or a landscape 
design problem, they then seek a 
town-planning solution that says 
'let us locate those things somewhere 
else'," he said. 

"The Coldham Plan does not en¬ 
sure that you get good quality de¬ 
velopment, " he said. "All it does 
is tell you that you should locate 
certain classes of uses in certain 
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areas." 

"Perfomance" rather 
than a rigid code 

• "Performance standardsra¬ 
ther than rigid building code require¬ 
ments, can upgrade the quality of 
new developments and allow great¬ 
er flexibility for residents. 

By "performance standards" Mr. 
Rowell said he meant such matters 
as assuring that there was adequate 
sunlight, privacy, and freedom from 
noise, as well as controlling develop¬ 
ment so as to manage the number of 
people and vehicles using an area. 

He said performance standards can 
be set out in a "planning manual" 
which gives the community and the 
Council practical guidelines that 
have been agreed on. 

Following performance standards 
allows "a greater mixture of uses 
than town planners have tended to 
favour in the past, " he said. 

"The Coldham Plan is an approach 
that says 'avoid conflicts by segre¬ 
gating uses out* and my feeling 
would be that in a community as 
small as this you could probably 
move to the notion of mixed-use 
zones. But they depend on the right 
kind of performance standards. You 
really have to work them out. Pro¬ 
fessionals can assist you, but by and 
large Council itself has to work out 
jvhat it wants.." 

4-acre blocks not bad 

# The reasons for following the 
Coldham Plan restrictions on sub¬ 
division sizes were questioned by 
Mr. Powell. 

Councillors mentioned two of the 
reasons - preventing land specula¬ 
tors from cutting the Island into tiny 
suburban blocks, and preserving the 
Island's rural appearance. 

Mr. Powell said that if Norfolk 
continues to control immigration, 
and limits the size of the total popu¬ 
lation, very little further subdivision 
would actually be needed. 

To eliminate speculative subdivid¬ 
ing, he suggested that Council think 
about a system of granting subdivision 
approval only on the condition that a 
home is actually built on the new 
block within a year or so - with the 
subdivision approval lapsing unless 
the block is actually needed and 
used. 

But where new homes actually are 
needed and built, he suggested that 
quite small blocks could be accept¬ 
able, providing good "performance 
standards" were observed. 


"If you are not concerned to pro¬ 
tect agricultural land as such," he 
said - and much "rural” land on 
Norfolk is not suitable for agricul¬ 
ture - "in a rural zone the minimum 
size might go down to as small as 
half an acre. 

"There may be circumstances in 
which a half-acre subdivision might 
be quite appropriate - it might be 
on the end of a prominotory, and 
all around it are steep valleys. 

"Council should have some dis¬ 
cretion to make judgement in re¬ 
lation to individual cases rather 
than be bound by cast-iron rules." 

Fixing Burnt Pine 

•The Burnt Pine shopping area 
seems to Mr. Powell to have "very 
great potential for progressively de¬ 
veloping and improving". This 
might be done partly by Increasing 
its concentration of activities, and 
providing some open, plaza-like 
spaces. 

"I don't think it would take a lot 
of money, " he said. ”1 think it is a 
question of controlling the colour of 
building facades... the paving of 
certain spaces, the planting of trees, 
the use of street 'furniture' and 
lighting." 

People help Kingston 

• The Kingston area benefits, ra¬ 
ther than being harmed, as a result 
of being used for current Island and 
tourist purposes, Mr. Powell said. 

"When I look at the Paradise Hotel, 
it does not worry me very much as 
a town planner that it is where it is. 

It seems to me it makes a lot of 
sense to have hotel accommodation 
that is near the golf course and the 
beach and the historical precinct 
that people are coming to this Isl¬ 
and to see. 

"Obviously I cannot express ad¬ 
miration for the architecture of the 
Paradise Hotel but 1 don’t have any 
difficulty as a town planner that 
there is a hotel on that location." 

He said that it seemed to him 
that Point Hunter could be a poss¬ 
ible alternate hotel site, if Council 
wants the Paradise removed. A ho¬ 
tel built on Point Hunter, if designed 
as a low-rise structure, he said 
"would I think be probably quite un¬ 
obtrusive. 

"The instinct quite often is to take 
historic areas and be highly protective 
about them, and therefore keep other 
related tourist activities away, " he 
said, but pointed out tharhe thought 
the unique thing Norfolk has to offer 


is "a historical precinct that is in use. " 

Open up Mount Pitt 

•The Mt, Pitt Reserve area, in 
Mr. Powell's impression, ought to be 
opened up for better tourist enjoyment - 
"certainly more than just being able 
to stand on the top of Mt. Pitt and 
look at it, ” he said. 

"In an Island as small as this," he 
said, "it seems to me that you can¬ 
not afford to insulate and isolate an 
area for what might be some quite 
esoteric scientific purpose unless that 
can be done in such a way that it en¬ 
hances the lives of the people who 
live here. 

Mt. Pitt’s "conservation and man¬ 
agement must in some way support 
the economy of this community," he 
said. 

"There will be people who will look 
at an area like that and have a very 
clear conservation viewpoint, and 
won't understand that for a commun¬ 
ity that has so few natural resources, 

Mt. Pitt could be looked at in a more 
positive way, and be just as much a 
tourist attraction as a historic pre¬ 
cinct. But it cannot be a tourist at¬ 
traction unless tourists are able to be 
drawn into it and have the experience 
of it." 

New hotel, big costs 

• A major new hotel will create 
substantial costs for the Island, and 
these ought to be examined carefully 
in advance, Mr. Powell said. 

He said that as an initial impres¬ 
sion he could not quite see why An¬ 
son Bay was a particularly good lo¬ 
cation for a hotel. "The great dan¬ 
ger with many resort hotels that are 
established on isolated locations is 
that they tend to gather unto them¬ 
selves not only hotel accommoda¬ 
tion but various forms of retail ac¬ 
commodation. " 

He said "It seems to me that if 
you had that form of development 
then you would be getting only a 
small proportion of the benefits that 
are potentially available in any form 
of hotel development." 

"There has been hardly any refer¬ 
ence at all to the liabilities that 
the Norfolk Island Council will in¬ 
cur if someone builds a 150 room ho¬ 
tel here. The impact of that on 
your resources will be enormous. 

"I am not saying you should not 
do it, but you should be aware that 
there are very important implica¬ 
tions to you, as the developer is not 
telling you in his feasibility study." 

Mr. Powell said that a large hotel 
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development "competes in an over¬ 
whelming fashion with the existing 
tourist facilities that are here. 

"If those proprietors cannot afford 
to upgrade and they don't get the 
benefits of large-scale tourist de¬ 
velopment, then the Council has a 
problem, because the existing in¬ 
terests say to you, as a Council, 

'You have not protected our interest' ■ 
and that is another complication. " 

Snail flats? Why not? 

• Small tourist flats, attached to 
homes, aren't necessarily a bad thing 


[ at all, in Mr. Powell's view. 

Such flats have been contrary to 
the Coldham Plan and have been 
consistently rejected by the Building 
Board when owners have applied for 
permission to build them. They have 
been considered as contrary to the 
Coldham Plan because it calls for 
all "commercial" buildings to be in 
the central commercial zone. 

Mr. Powell said he did not regard 
tourist flats as "commercial" build¬ 
ings, in a town-planning sense, but 
as "high-density residential". 

Cr. MacKenzie said the Council 
felt something had to be done to 


DIFFERING IDEAS ON KINGSTON TOURISTS 


CANBERRA'S TOP PLANNER THINKS TOURISTS OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO STOP 
FOR A PIE WHILE EXPLORING THE OLD SETTLEMENT -- BUT NORFOLK'S AD¬ 
MINISTRATOR IS WORKING ON A NEW LAW WITH "GOOD-SIZED TEETH" TO 
GET RID OF "THE STRAYING TOURIST". 


EXCERPT FROM Council's discussion 
with Mr. Anthony Powell: 
Administrator: "... 1 don't think 
the Council is too interested in hav¬ 
ing pie stalls scattered all over the 
Common.. .I'm sure that's not the 
kind of development that you would 
have in mind..." 

Dr. McMichael (Secretary, Depart¬ 
ment of Home Affairs): "You prob¬ 
ably do need some place to eat here, 
don't you?" - 

Mr. Powell: "I was going to say that 
1 wouldn't want pie stalls all over 
the place, but you have got to have 
some." 

Dr. McMichael: "Don’t look so wor¬ 
ried, Mr. Administrator." 

Mr. Powell: "You could have the 
pie concession, and that would sort 
of supplement your house income. 

A very good example of how that is 
being done —" 

Administrator: "I don't think they 
are used to pies here. " 

Mr. Powell: "There's a very good 
example at Ballarat, Emerald Hill -- 
there must be some scope for either 
a restaurant or pie shop or something." 
Dr. McMichael: Tea and scones." 
Mr. Powell: "Well, all right, but 
there must be some scope to allow 
people to not just drive here in a 
motor car and look at it and go away, 
but to actually spend some time 
here. ” 

Administrator: "We've got a liquor 
bond downstairs. You can spend to 
your heart's content down there." 

Mr. Powell: . .1 don't see why 

you shouldn't allow some commer¬ 
cial uses to be made of some of 
these buildings... I will show you 
a slide of the Lanyon homestead... " 


(where outbuildings are used to 
serve tea and scones). 

Administrator: 'Tve been to Lan¬ 
yon and I've been to Emerald Hill. 

1 see these places as quite different. " 
Mr. Powell: Tt_is_quite different, but 
you do have to provide for tourists, 
once they get into the area. You 
can’t say, 'well, because it's...'" 

Dr. McMichael: "Well perhaps, of 
course, if the Paradise Hotel or some 
other hotel site were developed, we 
might offer 

Administrator: "Right. We settle 
for that. They can sell pies. " 

(The discussion then turned to whether 
there is some logical progression by 
which visitors walk through Kingston, 
and understand the ruins better.) 
Administrator: "We have been talk¬ 
ing recently of the need for a Tourist 
Ordinance, and this is a very far- 
reaching affair. I would hope that 
this would come into being before 
too long, and that the Tourist Board - 
which largely comprises voluntary 
efforts - would (to use your expres¬ 
sion, Cr. Blucher) develop some real¬ 
ly good-sized teeth... 

"Having been to a few of these 
places that you have mentioned, 
there is a need to get rid of the stray¬ 
ing tourist. 

"They may prefer to come back 
and stray, but they ought to be en¬ 
couraged first of all to undertake, 
as you call it, a processional arrange¬ 
ment or two. 1 can Imagine at least 
two, maybe more, each occupying 
not less than two hours, going through 
areas down here. 

"But I would like to see it properly 
controlled by the Tourist Board.'' 


stop illegal building of flats and 
houses. "Most people accept what 
Norfolk is, " he said, "but you have 
the smart cookie who comes along 
and sees a way of making a dollar 
and puts a flat under his house and 
leases it out to a tourist. " 

Mr. Powell said "Is that a bad 
thing? You have to go on, and say 
'does that have an adverse impact?' 
because maybe it does not matter." 

Cr. MacKenzie said Council was 
worried about tourist beds, and Cr. 
Blucher said "It would reflect back 
on the rest of the community." 

Mr. Powell replied that "If he 
builds a flat and it enhances the 
architecture, it improves the econo¬ 
my because it makes good accom¬ 
modation available to tourists, and 
it is maybe more flexible accom¬ 
modation. 

'1 would not have a policy against 
flats per se, " he added, saying that 
there should, however, be policies 
on where they should not be allowed, 
and "building or design controls" on 
how they w>ere built. 

"I would not just say, 'we should 
not have any subsidiary flats be¬ 
cause we don't want people to make 
a profit out of it.' 

"It seems to me this whole Island, 
in a way, is engaged in the tourist 
industry in some form or other." 

"be Intelligent, 1n- 
forned, sympathetic" 

• More flexible development con¬ 
trols might cause problems, some 
Councillors felt, because people 
would feel they ought to be allowed 
to do anything another person had 
been allowed to do. 

Mr. Powell said Council would 
need to work out very clearly what 
principles should be followed in Nor¬ 
folk’s development, and that if these 
principles were clear, people could 
be shown why one project was accept¬ 
able and another similar-seeming one 
was unacceptable. 

he said he thought it would take 
Council perhaps five years or so to 
learn how to apply such principles 
skilfully, and that in the early days 
Council might have to rely on Ordin¬ 
ances and codes that were stricter 
than they could become later on. 

Tn a community as small as this, " 
he said, "ideally you should be in a 
position to make judgments or de¬ 
cisions as a Council on the merits 
of the particular case, and you should 
be able to be intelligent and inform¬ 
ed and sympathetic about everything 
that comes before you. " 
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A GREAT IDEA FOR NORFOLK DISAPPEARS IN THE CANBERRA FOG - 

’79 Coin Issue Lost by Delay 


A PROPOSAL that Norfolk have an 
issue of its own coins, which was 
unanimously supported by Council 
and favourably commented on by the 
Administrator in July, looks as if it 
will get neither Australian approval 
or disapproval - but just be left to 
dangle. 

A request that the Australian Treas¬ 
ury approve the proposal brought a re¬ 
ply that didn't say yes and didn’t 
say no, and said it might be some 
time before the question could be 
dealt with. 

Although the wording of the reply 
was not disclosed by the Administra¬ 
tor, he told Council in September 
that it did not give much hope. 

He said he believed the Island 
might be able to issue a "commem¬ 
orative medallion" on the occasion 
of the setting-up of the Legislative 
Assembly next year, but Councillors 
didn't show any enthusiasm for the 
substitute idea. 

The coin proposal originated with 
resident Ken Cochrane, who was in¬ 
volved in the international coin mar¬ 
ket for'some years before moving to 
Norfolk. 

He said it would not be optimistic 
to expect that the issuance of coins 
could net the Island $250, 000 a year. 

He cited examples of two other 
Australian territories where coins had 
been issued. Papua New Guinea had 
its own coinage in five different 
years before and just after World War 
11, and John Clunies-Ross had a 
Swiss mint produce a coinage issue 
for the Cocos Islands last year with¬ 
out even asking Australia's agree¬ 
ment. 

Tristan de Cunha, a British colony, 


with 200 population, and the Tokelau 
Islands, a New Zealand colony with 
about 1500 population, both have 
their own distinctive coins. 

But for reasons not disclosed, Aust¬ 
ralia is not ready to accept Council's 
advice that it would be helpful and 
constructive for Norfolk to do the 
same. 



SUVA - AUG.27 - SEPT. 8, 1979 


2,000 COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


TORRENS TITLE ON AGAIN 


TORRENS TITLE is in the wind again, 
after years of debate and several 
false alarms that Australia was about 
to impose the new land-title system 
here. 

Government surveyors have recent¬ 
ly been on the Island tidying up, 
loose ends and making sure that land 
records are in order ready for a 
change-over. 

The subject has created hot argu¬ 
ments in the past. 

Complete support for the Torrens 
system has come from Government 
officials, solicitors, estate agents, 
legal advisers and curators of de¬ 
ceased estates. They say that some 
land titles on the Island are hopeless¬ 
ly tangled, and that families who be¬ 
lieve they own such land now could 
find themselves in for a shock if 
their titles should be challenged in 
court. They also say that the trans¬ 
fer of land from a seller to a new 
owner would be cheaper, simpler 
and surer under Torrens, which does 
away with title searches and simply 
records the name of the current own¬ 
er in official files. 

Knowing that there is considerable 
resistance on the Island to the Tor¬ 


rens system, those favouring it 
have tried to drop the name "Tor¬ 
rens” and have referred Instead to 
a "Guaranteed Land Title” system - 
which they say is an accurate and 
fairer description. 

Opposition to any change is part¬ 
icularly strong among Islanders 
who still hold original land-grant 
deeds issued in Queen Victoria’s 
name. They guard the documents 
as being their mosi previous pos¬ 
sessions, apart from the land itself. 

These original deeds say that the 
person granted the land, and his 
heirs and assigns, shall hold the 
land "forever" in return for a ren¬ 
tal, payable to the Queen, of 
"a peppercorn a year if demand¬ 
ed". 

A well-regarded Sydney barris¬ 
ter, after checking with a friend 
in Canberra some years ago, ad¬ 
vised people holding original land 
grants that a clear title under one 
of the grants was much more solid 
than a Torrens title for an owner 
who wanted to hold onto his land 
without any interference. 

But he did not comment on die 
serious problems that can threaten 


NORFOLK ISLAND. 

April 6 1788. 

ORDERS. 

LIEITTENANT KING 

BEAUTIFULLY-REPRODUCED COPIES OF THE TEXT OF THIS HISTORIC PROCLAMATION, ON FINE 
PARCHMENT PAPER WITH SEALING-WAX SEAL -ON SALE AT NORFOLK SOUVENIRS NOW, JUST $5 
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COMMONWEALTH INVESTIGATOR STUDIES COMPLAINTS BY NORFOLK AIR¬ 
LINES SHAREHOLDERS AND SAYS "WITHDRAW GRACEFULLY TO SIDELINES." 

REPORT CLEARS N.I.A. 


people who occupy land for which 
the old-system title is not clear. 

A change to Torrens would elimin¬ 
ate any challenges to the owner¬ 
ship of such land. "Maybe some¬ 
one has to suffer a personal catas- 
\rophe before others realise that 
Torrens is a better system," says 
one supporter of change. 

Heritage Commission 
Sacks Off N.l. Claim 

AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL Heritage 
Commission has abandoned a propo¬ 
sal that all of Norfolk Island should 
be listed as part of "Australia’s Na¬ 
tional Estate" under the National Heri¬ 
tage Act. 

Dr. David McMichael, permanent 
head of the Department of Home Af- 
fairs, informed Council on his recent 
visit that the new proposal was that 
only Kingston, the St. Barnabas Cha¬ 
pel, Mt. Pitt "and so forth" would 
be earmarked as part of Australia's 
National Estate. 

He said Mr. David Yencken, chair¬ 
man of the Heritage Commission, 
would visit Norfolk this month, if a 
convenient time can be found. 

Mr. R. Walker of the Commission 
stirred a hornet’s nest on the Island 
last year when he let it be known • 
that it was planned to put all of Nor¬ 
folk under die Act. 

At that time Australian Govern¬ 
ment policy appeared to be to in¬ 
crease Canberra's administrative 
control over the Island,. Inclusion 
of Norfolk in the National Estate would 
have required the administering De¬ 
partment to assure that no building or 
landscape changes would be allowed 
anywhere on the Island unless they 
met Heritage Commission require¬ 
ments. 

On the mainland the Commission 
lias essentially only advisory rights 
over buildings, with each State hold¬ 
ing legislative and executive authority 
in its own area. But all Common¬ 
wealth Departments are required to 
observe Commission standards, and 
if Norfolk were Departmentally-ad- 
ministered, the standards would have 
the effect of law here. 

The advent of the forthcoming 
Norfolk Island Assembly in mid-1979 
will presumably alter that situation, 
with the Assembly having legislative 
power over the alteration of buildings 
on the Island. If this proves to be so, 
the Assembly would have the same 
authority over buildings here that 
State governments have over build¬ 
ings in the States - and the Heritage 
Commission standards would be ad¬ 
visory here, as on the mainland. 


AN OFFICIAL REPORT on Norfolk 
Island Airlines last month examined 
nine cortiplaints lodged by a group 
of dissident shareholders, recom¬ 
mended that no further action was 
needed on any of these complaints, 
and said it was time to let the air¬ 
line’s board "get on with the job of 
running the company". 

Mr. Graham Hitchins, Mr. N.H. 
McIntyre and Mr. Gerald Goudie, 
shareholders in the Norfolk company, 
complained to Administrator D. V. 
O'Leary earlier this year about the 
board's management of the airline. 
The Administrator arranged for an 
Australian Attorney-General's De¬ 
partment inspector to Investigate 
the situation. 

The 33-page report of the inspec¬ 
tor, Mr. C. L. Hermes, was sent 
to the dissidents and the board by 
the Administrator about the end of 
August. 

The airline's board sent photo¬ 


copies of the full report to all share¬ 
holders. 

Following the "rather unedifying 
dog fight" between the dissident 
group and the board, which has 
plagued the airline for about a year, 
Mr. Hermes said that in the future 
if people who aspired to office in 
the airline could not bury their hos¬ 
tilities, "they will render their fellow 
Islanders a great service by withdraw - 
ing gracefully to the sidelines". 

While the investigation found noth¬ 
ing warranting prosecution, Mr. Her¬ 
mes' report contains pungent, colour- 
fully-written comments on a variety 
of airline and Island matters. 

• On Norfolk's smallness: "The 
very size of Norfolk Island has been 
at the heart of the troubles that have 
afflicted the Company," he says, 
adding later that "If there had been 
other companies on the Island pro¬ 
viding the same business opportun¬ 
ities, chances are this Investigation 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 


"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, ” THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID. "'MUST' READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 

The TRADING POST • N.I. NEWS AGENCY 
• BURNS PHILP • NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 
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would probably never have taken 
place..." 

•On Norfolk's grapevine: "Faction¬ 
alism is rife and gossip and rumour 
spread so quickly, ” he observes, and 
then continues with a perhaps unwitt¬ 
ing endorsement pf the grapevine's 
accuracy - "that every move on the 
part of die Board was quickly known 
to the whole population and put un¬ 
der the searchlight of Island opinion. '* 

•On Norfolk's style of active in¬ 
vestor participation: "The day to 
day business of a mainland company, 
by contrast, is conducted in relative 
privacy and the voices of dissidents 
are heard, if at all, only briefly 
at the Annual General Meeting. 

• On business activity by retired 
men: "Norfolk Island may be a 
place renowned for its bucolic charm 
but it is populated by a number of 
retired or semi-retired business men 
from many parts of the world some 
of whom still seem to hanker for the 
commercial involvement of yester¬ 
year. I hope I will not be thought 
unkind if I say that it is a pity that 
some of those who sought quiet and 
honourable retirement in Norfolk 
Island had not remained firm in their 
resolve to enjoy it. One cannot help 
gaining the impression that some saw 
this Company, small by mainland, 
standards but a giant in the Norfolk 
Island scene, as providing a suitable 
vehicle for them to demonstrate that 
they had not lost their business touch. ” 

•On Norfolk attitudes toward laws 
that seem unnecessary here, Mr. 
Hermes refers to "the attitude of 
mind that develops in a place like 
Norfolk Island about laws that seem 
to die residents to be irrelevant to 
local conditions. ” He says "I hope 
that my investigation will help to 
make it clear that, for the future, 
that attitude will be unacceptable. ” 
Mr. Hermes* report indicates that 
three laws may have been broken 
by the airline - one prohibiting the 
offer of shares to the public without 


a prospectus, one requiring the com¬ 
pany’s office to be open at specified 
times, and one requiring that certain 
records always be kept at the office. 

He does not feel that any of? these 
possible breaches ought to be pros¬ 
ecuted, and in parts of his report is 
careful to describe them as "breach¬ 
es. .. that I believe have occurred" 
or to refer to "evidence that would, 
in my opinion, support charges for 
breaches..." 

On the question of offering the 
airline's shares without a prospectus, 
Mr. Allen Owens, who was chairman 
at the time, maintained that pros¬ 
pective investors were approached 
privately, and that a prospectus is 
required only when shares offered to 
the public at large. Mr. Hermes 
confirms this exemption for private 
share offerings, but implies that he 
considers the offerings were in fact 
public. 

Of the nine complaints dealt with 
in the report, only one appears to 
have been regarded by Mr. Hermes 
as fully justified. This was Mr. 
Goudie’s complaint about inconsi¬ 
derate treatment of him as a guaran¬ 
tor of a company loan. Mr. Hermes 
discusses this complaint at length and 
with sympathy. 

Selected comments of the Report 
on die nine complaints it describes: 

Maintenance provisions In the ac ¬ 
counts : "I cannot find any impro- 
priety on the part of the Board In 
this regard." 

Financial projections for earl y 
1978; The Board was not dishonest... 
"they were not always as careful 
and hard-headed as they might have 
been." 

Aircraft sale-and-Iease-back ar ¬ 
rangement: " I find nothing amount - 
ing to misfeasance on the part of 
the Board". 

Inconsiderate treatment of Mr. 
Goudie; The Chairman treated 
Mr. Goudie "rather loftily”, the 
Board could have helped Mr. Gou¬ 


die if they had put their mind to it, 
and the situation must have been 
galling to Mr. Goudie. 

Contraventions of the law; Mr. 
Owens' belief that the share offer¬ 
ing was not a public one is a "no¬ 
vel theory" and "in my opinion 
there is absolutely no validity” in 
it. But "I would suggest that justice 
does not require that there should 
be prosecutions in respect of the 
breaches of die prospectus provisions 
that I believe have occurred. * 

Other breaches or irregularities: 

The shareholders' vote to defer pay- 
ment of a dividend, late in 1977, 
was Invalid because It was contrary 
to the Company’s Articles of Asso¬ 
ciation. When the mistake became 
known, the Company should simply 
have paid the dividend as quickly 
as possible. 

Office not attended, and all records 
not kept there: "There is no sugges- 
tion that any person was inconven¬ 
ienced or prejudiced in any way." 

Payments to managing director; 
Salary of $100 per week paid to 
Mrs. Jarvis for managing the office 
for about four months during 1977 
perhaps should have been shown as 
"a director's emolument" rather than 
as "wages and salaries" but "I do not 
consider this matter warrants further 
attention." 

Appointment of auditor and fi¬ 
nancial adviser : Mr. Allen's elec- 
tion was not invalid. "Not one 
tittle of evidence was taken before 
me that would select" - (reflect? - 
Ed.) - "on his professional integrity." 

One generalised statement in 
Mr. Hermes’ report led to a near¬ 
kerfuffle between the airline’s board 
and the Administrator. 

Before reporting on any of the 
complaints he had been assigned to 
investigate, Mr. Hermes wrote "I 
preface what I say about these com¬ 
plaints by stating that, as a matter 
of law, ill-judged and even ruinous 
financial policies pursued by a Com- 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 

SCREENING L AT E ST - RELE A SE FILMS EVERT NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 



"V? BIG HITS 


"NEW YORK, NEW YORK" starring Lisa Minelli --"ORCA" starring Richard Harris - 
"ANNIE HALL" starring Woody Allen -- "COUSIN, COUSINE", the saucy, smash-hit 
THIQ MONTH French film "BATTLE OF MIDWAY" with all-star cast - the great "ABBA^ - 
I n ID IYIUIN I II and "THE MAN IN THE IRON MASk~ tarring Richard Chamberlain. 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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pany Board do not constitute an of¬ 
fence. " 

After having sent Mr. Hermes* re¬ 
port to the airline and to the dissi - 
dent group, the Administrator wrote 
that he had decided not to bring any 
prosecutions. "I must say, however,” 
his letter went on, "that shareholders 
of the Company should be concerned 


MR. JOHN DYNON, the Solicitor 
who appears to be the principal pro¬ 
moter of a luxury hotel at Anson 
Bay, visited Norfolk last month, 
despite his August letter to Council 
saying that in future he would com¬ 
municate only directly with Norfolk’s 
responsible Minister, Hon. R.J. Elli- 
cott. 

He had a closed-doors meeting 
with Council, and the next morning 
spent almost three hours closeted 
with the Administrator. 

The editor of The News invited 


FUTURE PLANE 
FOR ISLAND? 

A NEW CANDIDATE as the airliner 
to replace Focker F-27s on Norfolk 
air services to Sydney and Auckland 
is the British Aerospace 146, a jet 
which is scheduled to start coming 
off a production line in about three 


to read that Mr. Hermes has referred 
to 'ill-judged and even ruinous fi¬ 
nancial policies by a Company 
Board.. .** 

A week later he wrote again to 
"clarify any possibility of it being 
thought” that the airline's board was 
being referred to. 


Mr. Dynon to talk about the hotel 
if he cared to. "The story is an im¬ 
portant one for people here," the 
editor said, "and I am having some 
difficulty in giving it balanced cov¬ 
erage, because I haven't been able 
to talk with you. Is it possible that 
you could find ten minutes to talk 
about it before you leave?” 

Mr. Dynon replied: "No, I'm af¬ 
raid that won't be possible. 1 have 
no comment to make about the ho¬ 
tel at this stage. That is all I can 
say. " 


years' time. 

Focker F-28 jets and the De Havi- 
land "Dash 7", a four-engined pro- 
pellor plane, have.been mentioned 
as possibilities for the service, but 
both have limitations that could af¬ 
fect fares. 

The 146 will carry about 80 pas¬ 
sengers, will have a range pf some 
2400 km, and will be able to oper¬ 
ate from runways as short as 3500 
feet. 



X 

H 


Hotel Promoter Won’t Talk 
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Letters to the editor 


Tourist Board letter 
part of a jig-saw? 

RE: Tourist Board Appeal Letter 

1 wondered if the 8-member Tourist 
Board didn't blush when they heard 
the amount which was raised for Play- 
Centre equipment. Our Island is re¬ 
nowned for its generosity; and with 
the right approach the Board could 
get the same help from us! 

Surely the Board could have call¬ 
ed a public meeting, to let the busi¬ 
ness houses know what they intended 
doing, instead of circulating a let¬ 
ter with the Administrator's signat¬ 
ure assessing the amount payable by 
individuals. 

Inmy cas«, this sort of appeal 
left me quite unresponsive to the 
appeal. 

In previous years, my donation 
of $50 or $100, plus commission of 
15# on all meals sold through the 
Tourist Bureau, has been given in 
"true Island spirit". 

It seems like a jig-saw puzzle 
that this type of idea has been brought 
up at this vital stage, when the Nor¬ 
folk Island Assembly is being organ¬ 
ized. It could look mighty like as 
though we are unable to run our own 
financial problems, and must rely 
on "His Honor, the Administrator" 
to be signatory to the letter. 

In all good faith. 

ELVA YAGER 


East-West comments on 
Norfolk Island fares 

Your editorial in the September 
issue presents, a pretty fair question. 
Why do we appear to charge a rela¬ 
tively higher fare to Norfolk Island 
than to Hobart? 

Let's look at this in two parts. 

Firstly, your own calculator needs 
a little help. Coincidentally, we 
budget to sell 80# of available seats 
on both of these routes. But to Ho¬ 
bart the aeroplane carries 52 seats 
and to Norfolk Island 36. I know we 
often carry more than 36 on specific 
days but over the year we can sell 
only 80# of 36 seats. So we are 
comparing 41.6 passengers to Hobart 
tfith 28.8 to Norfolk Island, a dif- 
: erence of 44.4#. 

It is 1090 kilometres to Hobart 
and 1680 kilometres to Norfolk 


Island, a-further difference of 
54.1#. 

The total of these two factors 
would inflate the Hobart fare to 
$220. ■ Even then we still can't 
compare it with the normal fare 
of $276 on the Norfolk Island route. 
After we allow for children and stu¬ 
dents (but none of the free tickets 
for agents who sell Norfolk Island) 
the true fare comes down to $2 54 
or $34 more than for Hobart. 

Now to the second part of your 
question. Where does the extra 
$34 go? Here are the more easily 
explained areas; 

Our two Norfolk Island Fokker 
500's are the most expensive and 
the best fitted versions of this air¬ 
craft in the world. They contain 
fuel tanks, navigational and over- 
water safety equipment that is not 
only expensive but is also totally 
unusable on the rest of our network 
and these are not the aircraft that 
fly the Hobart route. We have 
five other Fokker 500's in addition 
to the two bought in our Norfolk 
Island configuration. 

Our Hobart route is operated by 
aircraift that are basically not re¬ 
quired for our normal airline ser¬ 
vices i. e. they run during off- 
peak periods after our normal 
scheduled service requirements 
have been satisfied. 

To Norfolk Island our in-flight 
food and beverage service costs $5 
more each way per passenger than 
the cup of tea the Hobart people 
receive. 

Airport handling costs are half 
as high again on the Norfolk Island 
route due to the "International" 
nature of the service and other fac- 

We pay agents on average 3# 
more commission because the Hobart 
$99 fare attracts only 5# commission 
while the Norfolk Island route has a 
high content of packaged holidays 
at 10# commission. 

Overhead costs like administration, 
accounting, advertising, reservations, 
etc. are virtually halved on the Ho¬ 
bart route because of the simplified 
nature of the "Inclusive Tour Char¬ 
ter" operations. 

On die isolated occasions when 
we haven't been able to land at 
Norfolk Island (and our good record 
here speaks for itself) it costs us 
from $5, 000 to $7, 000 to divert 
to Noumea or Auckland. In six 
years we have never had a diver¬ 
sion on the Hobart route. 


Every night we put up a crew at 
Norfolk Island and pa'y their meals 
and expenses. This does not hap¬ 
pen on the Hobart route. 

Lastly - and this does not figure 
in our costings - Norfolk Islanders 
will know that we have always been 
concerned about the heavy and ex¬ 
pensive high peak - low trough na¬ 
ture of business on the Norfolk Island 
route. We took the initiative here 
and introduced peak and off-peak 
fares to try to balance the situation. 
During the recent winter we increased 
business by more than one third in 
the packaged holiday area - a result 
which will improve the lot of all 
concerned with tourism on Norfolk 
Island. 

Finally you mentioned we have 
no competitor on the Norfolk Island 
route. We accept what you say but 
we regard the real competition as 
being in the marketplace on the 
mainland. East-West and the Nor¬ 
folk Island community are joined in 
battling it out with cut-price offers 
of Boeing 747 holidays near and far 
around the world. 

We recognise we have to do a top 
job to maintain our position and we 
intend to go on doing just that. 

Yours sincerely, 

BRUCE N. TEAGUE 
Manager. Planning & Development 


Visitor hopes Island 
won’t get too crowded 

I was recently staying with Jean 
Mitchell at Aunt Em's guesthouse. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my first visit 
to your lovely island and hope to re¬ 
turn in the not too distant future. It 
is so peaceful and relaxing after the 
"rat race” here on the mainland. 

I wish I could sell my home and live 
over there, but I gather it’s not as 
easy as that to obtain residency. I 
guess a lot of us "elderlies” would 
if we could, then there would be 
too many and your island would be 
ruined. I hope it never is over-pop¬ 
ulated. 

BARBARA HOOK 


LETTERS ARE WELCOME 
The News is glad to publish letters 
from readers and encourages com¬ 
ment on Island issues provided the 
letters are signed, and are notjust 
part of a squabble between partic¬ 
ular individuals. Views contrary 
to The News’s are as welcome as 
any others. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

ISLAND 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

HAND¬ 

M$000 

BOOK 

$$$$$ 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 

<$><& $ ^ 

Come taste nice free samples 

Island map* open & closing times 


In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 



ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTREE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS. PORK CHOPS, VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH, AND A CHOICE OF 
ISLAND DESSERTS. 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 
Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4.30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 




ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TISSOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY - SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


ROUDS SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 

SHOP AT 

ROUDS 






NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 Songwriters 
10,,05 Down Memory Lane 
10* 45 Morning serial 
11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9.15 The Woodlanders 
10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
Hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 

12.05 Ticker. Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00. 2. 30, 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 


7.06 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Songwriters . 

9. 00 Feature Album 

10. 30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 What Ho, Jeeves! 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radi.o Aust. relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of month) 

N.I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 
d. 15 World of books 
10.05 For The Term of His 
Natural Life 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12.05 World Affairs p'rog. ' 

1.30 S.D; A. Prog. 

2-. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4. 30 Ron Glum 

7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth. 

only) Council Re-brdcst 
7.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10.05 "BBC Rock Line" - 
music 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 

12. 05 Science/sports 

1. 30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

5. 00 Young Mood - Janelle 
7.00 Fine music all around 
SATURDAY 

10.00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust. & Local News 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

(sports from mainland) 
7.05 Not in front of the 
children! 

8.00 Dr. Findlay's Casebook 

8.45 News from Deutsche 

Welle 

9. 00 Light Music from 
Holland 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 

7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of die Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The audiori - 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners’ 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post. Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

Hotel 

Cocktail 




Bar and 


Kill 

me 




.1 YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
k , .0 *‘FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

A* fl* 


~ LOVELY DINING ROOM 

. E^JENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

jg»: DANCE 

'VBMS ' I fVtijXr.p' h t !* 

Ip; - I V^-W.'SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 

’ ' DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
diicriminating buyer it is a "must ". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SOOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: Sam-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in. advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am -2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR: (atN.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri, Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS : 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; _ At P.O, or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z ; Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 




COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 


NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 



We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth looking for us, 
because we have 1,000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you’ll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it’s a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BE A UTIFUL I E W E L LER Y A T RE A L B A RG A I N PRI C ES 
-- JADE. OPALS, AGATE. CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATED 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 



Chargeurs Caledoniens ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 290 


Off- 

2903 


COMPAGNIE DES 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLAND/T AU RA N G A 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7327 9 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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AGFA-GEVAERT 


ne Norfolk Island 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

1 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. CO) 

2 

■Housle (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8; 00) 

3 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

4 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30] 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 

8 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M l -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

0 My 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

10 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

C'dant's Din (G) 

11 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00>‘ 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

15 

■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

16 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

17 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 

18 

■Museum open (M 1-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

22 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

23 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

24 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

25 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

29 

■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

30 

■Housie (LC) 

■Filjn (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

31 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 



a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 00 ™™ 


THUR 

5 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


12 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

6 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


13 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


SAT 

7 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what pet- 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . , 

N 



19 

■Housie-.(LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


20 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


21 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


26 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


27 


■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


28 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


- MEMORABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE- 


October 7, 1798: Members of the first penal colony here built a sloop, the "Norfolk". 
She was confiscated by the Sydney authorities, and used by Bass and Flinders. 

October 10, 1774 : Norfolk Island was discovered by Captain lames Cook. 

October,25, 1788: Captain Bligh and the "Bounty" arrived at Tahiti, and the crew 
discovered the beauty of the women and of life in a South Pacific island. 

October 30, 1857: The ”39 Laws" were proclaimed on Norfolk, based on Pitcairn laws. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KQ -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7 th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 



AGFA-GEVAERT 



Minolta proudly presents 
the greatest camera 
advance in years. 



V mimolS- 


Compact, lightweight and easy-to- 
use 35 mm camera with both automatic 
exposure control and manual control. 

Electronic Readout in Viewfinder; 
Bright, red LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) 
light up in the viewfinder to conveniently 
indicate selected shutter speeds. 

LED Self-Timer. A red LED is 
located on the front of the camera body. 
It gradually blinks faster and faster to 
signal you that the shutter will soon 
snap. 

New Fail-Safe Design. Exciting, fool¬ 
proof features are built-in to make 
professional-looking results easier than 
ever. Simply touching the sensor shutter 
signals shutter speed and lighting 
situation. An automatic shutter release 
lock keeps the camera from exceeding 
its 1/1000th shutter speed limit to prevent 
over-exposed pictures. 

Auto Winder G. Lets you shoot two 
frames per second to capture the critical 
moment. Compact, easy-to-use and 
designed exclusively for the XG-2. 

Auto Electroflash 200X. 
Automatically releases the right amount 
of light. Automatically sets camera 
shutter speed to 1/60th sec. Blinking by 
LED indication in the viewfinder indicates 
the flash is fully charged. Synchronizes 
with the winder for continuous flash 
photos. 

Sharp Minolta Rokkor Lens System. 
The XG-2 accepts virtually all of our 
precision family of Rokkor lenses. A vast 
system of Minolta SLR accessories are at 
your command. 


The Multi-Mode 


MINOLTA XD-7 

The choice is yours. 


-CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND'S ONLT COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 




© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO, 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office. Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



the TRAHNC mj$t 


Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays., .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies...games.. .artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 






BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Cameralines: "Any one of three auto¬ 
matic 35mm cameras - Minolta Hi- 
Matic G - Olympus Trip 35 - or the 
Yashica FC - only $89. including a 
free flash attachment and case." 

■ 

Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $10.80 - $230. “ 

■ 

Pete's Place: "An electronic calcu- 
lator with memory, square roots and 
percent, for only $12.95." 


Proud’s ; "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ’’ 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-Free; "Latest 
releases of records and cassettes, 
big range of artists and groups, all 
at Norfolk prices. ” 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 

; A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE I 



ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN. 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94. 500 PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

.EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 











PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



Here is one of the 



© CITIZEN 


a full range at 
PRENTICE'S 


THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 




NEWS FROM 

THE OTHER ISLANDS 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 


Aid to our neighbors 

AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT assist¬ 
ance to the South Pacific region 
this financial year (July 1978 to June 
30, 1979) will total about $22, 000, 000, 
an increase of about 10 percent over 
the last financial year. 

Included in this figure is project 
aid of varying amounts in excess of 
$1, 000, 000 to each of five South 
Pacific nations - Fiji, Western Sam¬ 
oa, Tonga, the Gilbert Islands and 
the Solomon Islands. 

Other development assistance to 
the region will be in the form of food, 
aid and training. 

The figures were released in Can¬ 
berra by the Australian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Andrew Pea¬ 
cock, after the 1978-79 Australian 
Budget was announced in the House 
of Representatives by the Treasurer, 

Mr. John Howard. 

Mr. Peacock said Australia will 
spend $54, 950, 000 on overseas aid 
this financial year, an increase of 
$36, 450, 000 or 3.7 percent over 
fcctual spending in 1977-78. 

Aid to Papua New Guinea will be 
$233, 400, 000 net, including a ba¬ 
sic grant of $200, 000, 000. 

Mr. Peacock said Australia's 
geographic location as a relative- 
' ly wealthy advanced economy in 
a region of developing nations 
placed a special responsibility on 
it to help its neighbours in the South 
Pacific and South East Asian regions. 


Issues on Lord Howe 

LORD HOWE ISLAND elections for 
the four seats on the advisory Island 
Committee will be held October 17th. 

With a new Lord Howe Island Act 
due before long in the N.S.W. State 
Parliament, the election has attract¬ 
ed nine candidates who are wrestling 
with key political issues that will 
affect the Island for years to come. 

The Lord Howe Island "Signal" 
has circulated all candidates with 
a list of 12 questions designed to re¬ 
veal where each one stands on a 
range of choices facing the Island. 
These include - 


- Whether meetings of the Com¬ 
mittee should be open to the public. 
As on Norfolk, residents of Lord 
Howe grow uneasy when Island pol¬ 
icies affecting everyone are dis¬ 
cussed and settled by a small group 
in secret. "This year the Committee 
has failed to publicise meetings, ac¬ 
tions or recommendations, " says the 
"Signal's" questionnaire. "What 
will your attitude be if elected?" 

- Whether Lord Howe should be 
declared a National Park or not. A 
group named "The Lord Howe Island 
Preservation Movement" has been 
campaigning to have the mountain¬ 
ous ends of die Island, Transit Hill 
in the centre, the Island's lagoon 
and Ned's Beach proclaimed as 
National Park areas. The group ties 
in, as an equally important recom¬ 
mendation, the retention of "Island 
preference" in the holding of land. 

- How many vehicles should be 
permitted on the Island. 

- Whether any further tourist ex¬ 
pansion should be allowed. (The 
Preservation Movement wants a ban 
on any expansion.) 

- Whether Islander Preference 
should be retained, as most Island¬ 
ers seem to want, or abolished, as 
the N.S.W. Minister for Lands, who 
is responsible for Lord Howe, says he 
intends to propose in forthcoming 
legislation. 


A sudden farewell for 
the people of Bikini 

"BIKINI" MAY be a word with hap¬ 
py holiday overtones in most of the 
world, but for the U. S. Government 
and for the 103 recently-evacuated 
residents of Bikini Island in Micro¬ 
nesia it means sadness and difficul¬ 
ty- 

When scanty swimming costumes 
first produced shock-waves years ago 
they were nicknamed after the Mar¬ 
shall Islands atoll where the U.S. 
had conducted atomic bomb tests. 

Decades afterward the atoll was 
judged to have lost its dangerous 
level of radioactivity, and Bilinians 
were allowed to return and domesti¬ 


cate the island once more. 

But authorities recently had new 
doubts and late in August three gov¬ 
ernment ships arrived at the Island 
to persuade residents to move out 
again. 

The worry was tersely described 
in U. S. officialese as "further as 
yet unknown hazards". 

Meetings were held with residents 
during the day and in the early even¬ 
ing on August 30th. With the ex¬ 
ception of one resident, Andrew 
Jakeo, the Bikinians agreed to be 
re-located for the time being on 
Kill Island, about 475 miles south¬ 
east. They will be moved into 
"temporary houses" built for them 
on Kill by the government, and 
Mr. Jakeo will be given an identi¬ 
cal house on Jabor Island. 

The residents were told that their 
household goods, pigs and chickens 
could be taken along, but that live¬ 
stock could not. So the stock was 
killed and the Island had a last feast. 

August 31st was their last on Bikini. 
Some went to the Island's chapel or 
visited the cemetery. Others snapped 
last photographs. Some gathered 
sheets of roof iron and timber, which 
they thought would come in handy on 
' Kill. Everything was loaded aboard, 
though heavy intermittent rains de¬ 
layed the work. 

Each resident was given $100 to 
: assure that they had some money to 
1 buy essential items during a stop at 
Kwajalein the next day. 

Mr. Jakeo said the money should 
be sent back to the U.S. He said 
much more would be needed for the 
Bikinians' permanent re-location. 

'T am the victim of the Americans 
since 1946," he told the Trust Terri¬ 
tory High Commissioner, Adrian P. 
Winkel, who had come to Bikini on 
the 30th. "The United States has 
been asking me to move time and 
time again with promises, but they 
have not kept their promises. " 

Mr. Winkel said that permanent 
re-location costs of $15 million were 
expected to be approved by Congress 
next year, along with an increase in 
the Bikini Trust Fund from $3 million 
to $6 million. 

He told Mr. Jakeo that he would 
not have asked the people to move 
unless he had known that "something 
must be done to get the people of 
Bikini away from an unknown hazard". 

There is an interesting sidelight to 
this sad tale. Our information was 
provided by an official U. S. govern¬ 
ment publication, and the U.S. pro¬ 
vided facilities for 36 press and T. V. 
teams from around the world to cover 
the re-location. 
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@OUNCIL^fRANSCRIFT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


A PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL for a 
new 150-room luxury hotel at An¬ 
son Bay has been the subject of 
controversy on the Island. 

A feasibility study prepared for 
the hotel’s promoters says that the 
hotel would serve a new market 
and would not compete with exist¬ 
ing accommodation houses. But 


a study made for the Accommoda¬ 
tion Proprietors says that Norfolk 
has many more tourist beds than 
are being used, and casts doubt on 
the need for more. 

Council gave "approval in prin¬ 
ciple" to the promoters in July, 
and then seven days later (follow¬ 
ing widespread objections in the 


Dyn on & Dynon’s Letter 


community) rescinded its resolu¬ 
tion and voted approval for "the 
concept”of such a hotel, subject 
to further approvals, instead. 

The firm of Dynon and Dynon, 
solicitors in M%nly and Dee Why, 
was notified of the change in the 
Council's resolution, and wrote a 
tart letter to Council, reprinted 
below. 

After the letter had been read at 
the September Council meeting. 
Councillors stated their positions. 


“ WE HAVE NOTED THE 
new terms of Council approval and 
have studied both your memorandum 
to Council and the other annexures 
to your letter under reference. 

"'We do not propose to traverse 
the immediate past history of this 
matter, nor to comment on the le¬ 
gality of the actions taken, other 
than to make the point that previous 
resolutions of Council, the recision 
of one of those resolutions, your 
memorandum, the annexures to it, 
and the present resolution, leave us 
and indeed any reasonable man in 
a state of confusion. 

"'With regard to the most current 
resolution, may we ask what does 
this one mean. 

"’We note that Council approves 
of the concept of the construction 
of an hotel similar to the one spe¬ 
cified in the economic analysis. 
However, your memorandum 
suggests inter alia - (a) that con¬ 
sideration of a first-class hotel be 
deferred pending clarification of 
the up-grading of the Norfolk Island 
airstrip, and (b) that consideration 
of a first-class hotel be deferred 
pending the outcome of the forth¬ 
coming land use and planning 
study. Does this mean that you 
have not accepted Council’s present 
resolution? 

’"To add to the uncertainty of 
the position, the annexures to your 
letter contained further suggestion 
that the construction of the hotel 
be deferred, and indeed questioned 
whether the proposal should proceed 
at all. 

"’In addition, there is some doubt 
as to whether an hotel of the type 
aur eLent company proposes should 
ae constructed or whether an hotel 
af a different type should be con¬ 
ducted. 


"’It is also apparent that no de¬ 
cision has been made as to the lo¬ 
cation of any new hotel on Norfolk 
Island. 

"’In the resolution Council called for 
plans to be submitted by the 31st De¬ 
cember, 1978. Again we ask the ques¬ 
tion, what does this mean? 

"’May we point out that the costs 
involved for providing plans for the 
type of development proposed by 
our client company would approxi¬ 
mate $100, jOO. 

"’As we see the matter, Council 
is resolving to give approval to a 
concept and at the same time in¬ 
viting Norfolk International Air¬ 
lines Ltd. to expend $100, 000 with 
no assurance that it can use the 
land at Anson Bay for the purposes 
of erecting the hotel the subject 
of such plans, and, indeed, with 
no assurance that the hotel envisaged 
can be built at all. 

"’The whole position is ludicrous. 

No organisation with any commercial 
sense would act on such a resolution 
nor run the risk of such a financial 
loss. 

’"In view of the almost farcical 
manner in which our client company's 
application has been dealt with since 
the writer was first instructed, we in¬ 
tend to recommend that all corres¬ 
pondence be forwarded to the Minis¬ 
ter concerned and that any further 
efforts on the part of our client com¬ 
pany, or indeed any further expendi¬ 
ture in relation to the project, would 
be financially unjustified. 

'"Finally, In relation to the com¬ 
ments made by Cr. J.D. McIntyre, 
we would advise that we have referred 
these to Flowline & Associates for 
their decision as to whether or not, 
in view of the circumstances, time 
should be spent in publishing an 
answer. •“ 


David Buffett 

Cr. Buffett; ".Mr, Chairman, might 
1 first of all cover the matter of the 
first paragraph of the memorandum 
you have just read which is the let¬ 
ter from Dynon & Dynon. 

"Mr. Chairman, this Council dis¬ 
cussed the proposal to erect a first- 
class hotel on the former Kingfisher 
site at its meetings on 26th July, 
on the 2nd August and on the 9th 
August of this year, and also the 
previous Council had discussions 
on the same matter. 

"These deliberations resulted in 
approval in principle being granted 
for this hotel concept and this appro¬ 
val was communicated to Dynon & 
Dynon, solicitors for the applicants. 

"There wasn’t wholehearted sup¬ 
port for the project -- there were 
some reservations in some area. I 
mentioned these reservations when 
addressing Council on 26th July 
but I also mentioned those things 
which were advantageous in con¬ 
structing the hotel on the Kingfisher 
site. 

"There were sufficient plusses for 
approval and encouragement to be 
offered to the entrepreneur to fur¬ 
ther this project and to further their 
negotiations with Council, and these 
indications were given in writing 
as you’ve just mentioned to Dynon 
& Dynon. 

"The response to this approval 
and encouragement is to me quite 
surprising. Instead of a letter in re¬ 
turn of goodwill and further negotia¬ 
tion, one is received of a scornful 
tone, quite rude and making veiled 
threats of the legality of Council's 
actions. 

"My reaction to such a response 
from Dynon & Dynon is to say I'm 
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not Interested In continuing relations 
with them as an organisation which 
conducts itself In such a manner. 

"You've mentioned, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, in this memorandum that 
there are a number of other hotel 
organisations that have shown an in¬ 
terest in building on this island, and 
we as a Council are not without 
other prospective proposals. I'm 
sure some of them would be able 
to conduct negotiations without see¬ 
ing the need for strong and inappro¬ 
priate words in their correspondence 
with us. 

"Before continuing on the matter 
I am, of course, interested to know 
what other Councillors think on die 
matter. ” 

Geoff Bennett 

Cr. Bennetu "I'd like to address some 
remarks to the letter from Mi. Dynon’ 
in reply to your letter of 10th. August. 

"Sir, 1 share Dynon'sconcern at be¬ 
ing placed in this state of confusion 
by the action of this Council and its 
changing attitudes. 

"I believe that we have acted less 
than competently in this matter. 

"When you look at the matter from 
the outset in perspective, it's no won¬ 
der they choose now to direct further 
queries and questions to the Minister. 

"Dynon is no closer at this stage 
to knowing whether or not his client 
company has'been given approval in 
principle to build a hotel on this 
Island let alone on the site of the 
former Kingfisher Airtel. the exact 
site where the 5th or 6th Norfolk 
Island Council approved the project 
in principle. They, I might add, 
approved it without all the drama 
that we have applied. 

’When Dynon asks what in effect 
does, this most current resolution 
mean, I wonder if we really know 
ourselves. If we do, then why 
haven't they been told... 

"I’m not in any way championing 
the cause for Dynon, rather it’s the 
principle that has now been adopted. 

"My views on the hotel have been 
expressed previously and at the last 
Council meeting I said that my at¬ 
titude towards this had remained un¬ 
changed. •. 

"I do think that if we let the 
matter lie as it is at the moment, 
it will just die a natural death. 1 
don’t expect them to come back 
with any further comments. I 
think the ball is in our court and 
we have to come to grips with one 
or two things, such as whether in 
fact we want a hotel out there or 
not, bearing in mind that it was 


the site of a former hotel, and 
when that's known we should con¬ 
vey these thoughts and any other 
thoughts that the Council may have 
to Dynon & Dynon so they under¬ 
stand exactly what we are thinking 
and what our fears and reservations 
are about the whole thing. 

"I would hope that this Council 
would take that memorandum and 
regretfully meet again and attack 
it once more. ” 

Bill Blucher 

”1 have still not changed my at¬ 
titude towards that area in Anson 
Bay being an ideal place for a scenic 
hotel for a very high-class hotel for 
that type of tourist, and I can see no 
other area on the Island that would be 
suitable for it... 

"Frankly, I’m getting quite tired 
of meeting after meeting dealing 
with this hotel. 

"I've expressed my views and I 
think it's an ideal place for an hotel 
and I think it should be encouraged - 
a high class hotel. I repeat, a high 
class hotel which this Island has 
never had, and I think that in the 
long term we will need to have 
the type of hotel to cater for the 
type of demand that will arise la¬ 
ter on in the tourist industry. Other¬ 
wise we'll just have to sit as we are 
and go back... 

"When we look at a hotel of this 
nature, we don't look at it as being 
competitive with the present accom¬ 
modation areas because it isn't. The 
accommodation areas are not high 
class and no-one can convince me 
that they are high class. They are 
of an ordinary standard, but they 
are certainly not of an international 
high class basis. 

'These are the types of tourists 
that we do not have and we have 
never had. We've got to make up 
our minds whether we require that 
type of tourist, whether, if they can 
afford to pay for a very high class 
hotel, they can afford to come here 
and stay and enjoy the things that 
we have here to offer them. 

"As far as having a little world 
of their own in a particular area, 
that could well be, but I would tend 
to think that because we do have a 
different type of tourist that the shop¬ 
ping centre will always be an attrac¬ 
tion to them and they will not just 
live in their own little world. I 
think this has been proved in most 
other places. 

"As far as the standards if we’re 
going to try and compete and if the 
A. P. A. report states that the bed 


situation is something like 33#, 
weHin that case - if that is correct - 
in 12 months' time they’ll all be 
broke and I can't see them continu¬ 
ing any longer, if that's what the 
forecast is, and so I have to question 
that figure..." 

Bryan Nunn 

Cr. Nunn: "Mr. Chairman, I agree 
very largely with Cr. Bennett and 
also with Cr. Blucher, but what 
really riles me is that 1 don't think 
Council - or the majority of Coun¬ 
cil - have wavered at all in what 
they have said. 

It's been reported that we've 
been swayed by public opinion, 
we’ve been pushed... - I don't 
think Council has changed one iota. 

"We changed the wording from 
accepting die principle of this ho¬ 
tel to the concept. We did so be¬ 
cause you Sir, in your wisdom, 
probably very correctly felt - and 
indeed the Legal Adviser also felt - 
that the use of the words "in prin¬ 
ciple" was far too wide and it was 
not a suitable expression.,. 

"It is a matter of wording and 
these kick-backs we are getting 
are making us look as if we are 
people unable to make up our minds... 

"I agree with Cr. Bennett if we're 
not very careful at a later stage when 
we do need to encourage certain in¬ 
vestment in this Island they'll say 
‘leave it alone because the people 
there can't make up their minds*... 

”1 don’t share Cr. McIntyre's 
view that we are jeopardising the 
situation with regard to level of 
tourism. 1 think we’ve got to ex¬ 
pect tourism to rise to 25, 000 in 
die next two years. If it stagnates 
then the whole of the economy 
will stagnate. 

"If, as would appear, the present 
type of accommodation is not satis¬ 
factory to many types of tourists -- 
1 have very little sympathy - I'm 
very sorry - for the accommodation 
proprietors. They've always been 
able to upgrade their accommoda¬ 
tion if they’ve wanted to, or their 
apartments if they've wanted to - 
it's always been there for them to 
upgrade. 

”1 would wish that they were not 
frittering away up to 25# on book¬ 
ing agents fees. Maybe we should 
get it down to a realistic level by 
charging tourists for coming here. 

"I think there are many other 
things that they want to start look¬ 
ing at than trying to have a protec¬ 
tionist attitude to oc her people com¬ 
ing here who are going to tap a 
completely new source greatly 
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needed by this Island ..»" 

Ouncan McIntyre 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, I 
think Cr. Nunn is right -- none of 
us seem to have changed our position. 

I certainly haven't. 

"The basic point behind my - I 
won’t say.opposition to the thing but 
my withholding of these motions of 
support for it - is this. I don't be¬ 
lieve we have at the present time 
a sufficient basis of information... 

"To make such a decision, and 
to say yes, go ahead, make the 
change, alter the Island in that fa¬ 
shion, without having all aspects of 
Norfolk Island's needs in mind, seems 
to me to be downright irresponsible... 

"So my view is unaltered. I still 
don't believe that Council has de¬ 
veloped answers to the first proposi¬ 
tions - Are we serious in limiting the 
number of beds? Who can have a go? - 
I don't think we've got a sufficient 
view of how we ought to develop our 
Island and how we fit a hotel develop¬ 
ment of this magnitude into our fu¬ 
ture view of planning if we develop 
it in consultation with N.C.D.C. or 
otherwise, and I don’t believe that 
the Flow line people have answered 
the very legitimate questions that 
were put up to them in the first place. 

",.. They have yet to decide whe¬ 
ther to answer the things that were 
concerning me in the paper which 
I put -- well, that's up to them. 

The views that I expressed in that 
paper, of course, are personal views, 
but they do question the whole idea 
of how long tourists stay here and 
what kind of bed occupancy there 
already is in the tourist accommoda¬ 
tion, and that needs to be looked at 
to see what the facts are. 

"It seems to me that if the A. P. A. 
paper is correct, we don't need a 
new hotel - we simply will be dam¬ 
aging existing accommodation pro¬ 
prietors. 

"Now if we’re going to make it 
open slather in the accommodation 
world, well, let's say so and act 
accordingly,, ,** 


Lisle Snell 

Cr. Snell: . .Regarding Council's 

comments on not having changed 
their views, I consider that every 
Councillor who voted in favour of 
the rescinding motion in the special 
meeting of 2nd August knew what he 
was doing and that the results, as 
read out here this afternoon, would 


be exactly what would be forthcom¬ 
ing after the motion that has been 
put in place of the previous one giv - 
ing approval in principle. 

i think we all knew exactly that 
when the new motion was passed 
that this type of letter from Dynon & 
Dynon would be the end result, and 
it’s exactly how it has come about. 

"I haven't changed my mind that 
the principle of a first class hotel of 
this kind on Norfolk Island is essen¬ 
tial to the progress and the continuity 
of our tourist development and econo¬ 
my. 

“I share the feelings of Cr. Bennett 
and Cr. Nunn. I consider it essential, 
as I've said before, for a project of 
this type. 

"It appears that they're not going 
to go ahead with it - and you can't 
really blame them... " 

Bryan Nunn 

Cr. Nunn: "I'd just like to take up 
one or two things that other Council¬ 
lors have said. 

"I do feel that there is a complete¬ 
ly different market to be tapped. 

I do feel that we can control the 
bed-nights. I feel they have been 
out of our control not through any¬ 
thing that this Council has done 
through lack of ability to control 
them, and ihe type of bed-nights 
that have been offered to tourists 
coming here in the past - increased 
bed-nights - have been damaging 
our reputation very greatly. 

"I believe that with the coming 
of the jets in here, which will come 
eventually I've little doubt, we 
shall see a different type. We may 
well be linked in in some way with 
the Pacific Islands main airports; 
we may well be able to attract 
people who are touring American 
Samoa, who are touring Australia, 
New Zealand, to come via Norfolk 
Island. It's an island that would 
have great appeal to those sort of 
people... ” 

Bruce MacKenzie 


Cr. Mackenzie: "I endorse those 
last remarks of Cr. Nunn. 

"I don't believe in protective 
industries or protecting hotels or 
protecting anything on this Island 
in that respect. 

"I believe open competition will 
be the leveller... 

"I think possibly the biggest mis¬ 
take we did make was that we 
should have, instead of asking for 
plans to be submitted, asked for 


sketch plans, which I think is the 
appropriate thing in any big under¬ 
taking like this. If that could be 
amended as such, I would support 
it." 

Greg Quintal 

Cr. Quintal; "Mr. Chairman, we 
do know that the Paradise Hotel will 
probably be closing dovn very soon. 
We do not know whether another ho¬ 
tel would even be allowed to be 
built there again. We don't know 
whether the place would be allow¬ 
ed to be pulled down and another 
hotel built in its place. We do not 
know whether another hotel would 
be allowed to be built in the Kings¬ 
ton area. 

"I think most of us feel that the 
Kingston area Is the best site for a 
hotel on the Island. 

"1 do not blame Dynon & Dynon 
for the tone of their answer, espe¬ 
cially to consider (a) that con¬ 
sideration of a first-class hotel be 
deferred pending clarification of 
the upgrading of the Norfolk Island 
airstrip. Well, we don’t know when 
that's going to be upgraded at all. 

We can’t expect Dynon & Dynon 
to wait until we find that out be¬ 
cause it might never come to pass. 

It might! There will be an announce¬ 
ment on this matter at a later date 
but we don’t know when. 

"(b) that consideration of a first- 
class hotel be deferred pending the 
outcome of the forthcoming land use 
and planning study. Well, that 
might take some time too and we 
can't expect these people just to 
'hang off’ until thit outcome is 
forthcoming. 

"Another thing too is that we ask¬ 
ed them to supply a feasibility study, 
which they have done. 

"Also... we can't expect them to 
spend $100, 000 on supplying plans 
back to this Council. 

"1 have not changed my mind in 
this matter. The majority of the 
Councillors have agreed that there 
is a need for this type of hotel... 

We have agreed that the Kingfisher 
site is a good site for a hotel - I 
have not changed my mind on that 
matter. 

"It is my belief also that a site 
for a hotel is on the coastline be¬ 
cause of die sewerage problems. 

"There was a. hotel there before 
and nobody cared about it when it 
was there before, and if a nice 
building is put in that site I can't 
see anything wrong with it. 

"I have not changed my mind 
on the matter at all." 
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SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of die Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does hot extend to Nqr- 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by die Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who ne.ed some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf cours^; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in WatermillVal- 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 
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building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for,die other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but die gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was sudden¬ 
ly resolved in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
local self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
tave democratic self-government 
Tom the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov- 
irnor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never- 
:heless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is probably the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary. He formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common - 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in¬ 
to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate, and that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
fact- When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 15*51 of residents appeared to 
favour the proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and the influential Society of De¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
Norfolk finally won the right to re¬ 
tain its identity, and Australia an - 
nouncedon May 8th, 1978, that the 
essential recommendations of the 
Nimmo Report had been rejected at 
last. 

Starting in 1979, the Island's lo¬ 
cal laws are to be made by an elect¬ 
ed Norfolk Island Assembly, which 
will have authority over the raising 
and spending of all public funds. 
Norfolk will continue to have its 
own locally-tailored tax and social 
welfare systems. 

The Assembly is planned to take 
office about July 1st, 1979, and ex¬ 
tensive celebrations and commem¬ 
orative activities are being worked 
on for the occasion. Its initial 
range of powers will be moderately 
restricted, but these are to be re¬ 
viewed and expanded as the Assem¬ 
bly (and the people of the Island) 
gain adequate experience in self- 
government. 

Under Hon. R. J. Ellicott, who 
became Australia's Minister respon¬ 
sible for Norfolk late in 1977, the 
Commonwealth's apparent attitude 
toward the Island has changed. In¬ 
stead of seeming to consider Nor¬ 
folk as a nuisance that had to be 
administered in Canberra, Austra¬ 
lia seems to be listening to Island 
views, and trying to assist Norfolk 
with advice instead of direction. 

The Island's legal status will be 
defined by a new Act of Parliament 
which is expected to be introduced 
early in 1979. This status will be 
crucial to a good relationship be¬ 
tween Norfolk and the Common¬ 
wealth, and to Australia's de-col¬ 
onisation obligations under the U.N. 
If the Island continues to be defined 
as "a territory under the administra¬ 
tion of Australia", its newly-restored 
self-government will be entitled to 
continue only at the grace and fa¬ 
vour of future Australian Govern¬ 
ments in which the people of Norfolk 
will have no democratic voice. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 
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Norfolk 


IT WAS LOVELY to sit In the sun 
and listen to two Norfolk Islanders 
of different generations reminisce 
about "the old days” here without 
any feeling of a generation gap 
whatsoever between them. 

They were talking about very 
different periods on Norfolk but 
there was still a sameness - - a 
sweetness -- that existed in their 
memories about their childhoods 
here. 

They grew up here 25 years a- 
part, but they both spoke of the 
same gentleness and civility that 
the Island displayed. 

'The old days" were really not 
so long ago on Norfolk. The elder 
islander is in her seventies. Call 
her Aunt Sue if you like. The 
younger is in her fifties - we'll 
call her Mary. 

Harken for a while. There was 
something special here, and may¬ 
be we can still keep it from being 
lost. 



sweets to go into the swamps to col¬ 
lect them for him...” 

... "yes, and he used to plant pea¬ 
nuts and get all of us children to 
pull them up. We’d refuse to pull 
them up until he gave us sweets. 
You'd turn the peanuts up - they 
grew in the ground - to dry in the 
sun. We were never paid -- well, 
very little cash -- but all the pea¬ 
nuts we could eat. And condensed 
milk: 

... "he used to take us up to Palm 
Glen to pick passionfrult and we'd 
scoop up a big block, and he had 
the condensed milk along to put 
on it - and we'd all sit around -- 
Kitty Quintal who lived with Mary 
Jo..." 


"THE PLACE WAS like one love¬ 
ly park. The lantana was burned 
down every year; you weren't sup¬ 
posed to have noxious weeds -- 
you were fined if you did. " 

... "there was Aung Mag and Un¬ 
cle Tom Quintal - they were in 
the long row of houses at Slaughter 
Bay. They didn't have a family 
but they always had kids stay 
with them just die same -- they 
adopted Martin and Noel used to 
be with them a lot -- the old- 
time Norfolk Islanders just loved 
children and if they didn't have any 
they were always pinching some¬ 
body elses..." 

... "you don’t hear the bell now at 
Church. It had a beautiful tone. 
You could hear it toll all over the 
island - - that’s how everybody knew 
when there was a death. The toll 
of the bell went right through you. 
It would toll the age of the person. 
If it tolled twenty-one you knew it 
was a young person..." 


"ROY BELL USED to give us sweets, * 
said Aunt Sue. "You see there were 
a whole lot of kids who lived down 
at Kingston --it was a natural play¬ 
ground. He used to shoot Jack 
Snipes -- there used to be so many 
along the swamps there. They were 
very good eating and he’d give us 


"WE ALWAYS USED to celebrate 
Bounty Day under those big pines 
at Government House when I was 
a girl. There would be sports and 
everything. The men would play 
cricket --it would be the "Boun¬ 
ty" boys versus all-comers. It 
used to be fabulous. I remember 
watching sports and horse races in 
Charley Rossiter’s paddock..." 

... "yes, that was where the air¬ 
port is now," Mary remembered. 

... "and they used to throw the 
cricketers in the creek..." 

... "there was a very nice creek 
right through the Water Mill right 
down to Emily Bay and they were 
all clean and running. Some of 
the men, for their public works 
call, used to clean out all die 
leaves..." 

... "the valleys all used to have 
running water. Most people used 
to grow all their own fruit in their 
valleys. After the war the men 
gave it up because they got big 
money. They gave away the farm¬ 
ing because it had all been for 
love..." 

... "yes, Mum used to have mul¬ 
berries, oranges, peaches, just every¬ 
thing. Dad had his valleys full of 
bananas. It was so beautiful... " 

... "even the air. at night you could 
smell the orange blossoms, jasmine, 
honeysuckle. It was a real garden 
of Eden..." 


LIVING 

1 FORGET HOW MANY Southern 
Cross* - ships-there were. They plied 
among the islands. And there was 
the ’Mocambo’, a Bums Pbilp ship - 
a real ship - they were called ‘the 
octypus of the North*. All the ships 
started with "M". The food was 
beautiful..." 

... "yes, they put on marvellous 
food. The cabins were small. There 
were two or three bunks in each. 
Luckily, you could sit on deck and 
eat apples... ” 

..." the first person who sighted the 
smoke of the ship on the horizon 
would sing out, “Sail Ho” and some¬ 
body else would hear it and pick it 
up and it would be around the island 
in no time... " 

... "they had a flagstaff at Flag¬ 
staff Hill and if the boat was com¬ 
ing into Kingston they'd put up a 
white flag and if it was coming in¬ 
to Cascades, they'd put up a red 
one..." 

... "it was an adventure when a 
ship came in..." 


"THE TOURISTS WE GOT in those 
days were very high class people. 
They were people who were just 
Interested in the history of Norfolk 
or scientists doing research and they 
were wealthy people who could stay 
a while..." 

... "they had to stay for at least six 
weeks. .." 

... "there were only several guest 
houses -- Charlgrove, Ivy House — 
that's just a bit past Charlie Fresh¬ 
water’s place - -it was a very big 
house on a steep hill with a beauti¬ 
ful garden..." 

... ’’it was Uncle Greg and Aunt 
Gin's place - Jean Mitchell's grand¬ 
parents. .," 

... "their son. Arch, ran the board¬ 
ing house. There was plenty of 
food..." 


"IN THOSE DAYS people would 
get up at daylight, work in their 
gardens until seven or so and then 
have their breakfast. Then they'd 
toddle off to their different jobs 
and then come home at five --go 
down into the valleys and farm un¬ 
til sunset..." 

... "the young don't do this any¬ 
more. Those blasted hotels are all 
they think about. It’s very sad..." 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / October 1978 


31 



... "of course, there was no grog 
when I lived here. Only for medi¬ 
cinal purposes. You had to go to 
the doctor, you had to be 21, you 
had to have a bad heart, and all 
the rest..." 

... "nobody made wine or anything 
to drink. We didn’t need it. The 
young boys were sport? mad. There 
was tennis and cricket in summer, 
football in winter. 

... "and dances -- and when they 
got thirsty they went outside and 
got a drink under the tap. Clean, 
cool water -- that's all. It was a 
happy time. Everybody danced 
with one another -- not this pairing 
off business -- it was fabulous! 

... "memories are nice. Nothing 
stands still. No place is ever the 
same -- it’s so safe here... ” 


(to be continued) 



I NEVER THOUGHT I’d find a Print¬ 
ers Devil in my kitchen but, alas, 
our last little chat ended with the 
suggestion that citrus jelly was one 
of die ingredients for the Belgian 
cake. 

That should have been the begin¬ 
ning of a whole new recipe - so 
let’s start with it now. 

CITRUS JELLY 
1 grapefruit 
3 lemons 

1 or 2 sweet oranges (combined 
weight of all fruit 2 lbs.) 

4i pints of water 

3 lbs. sugar 

Wash and cup up fruit. Add water 
and cook gently until peel is really 
tender (about 2 hours). Strain 
through a jelly bag. Measure: 
approx. 1 3/4 pints. Reduce to 
this amount if necessary. 

Add sugar, dissolve over a low heat. 
Bring to the boil, boil rapidly un¬ 
til setting point is reached. Skim 
and pot in the usual way. 

So, on with this month’s recipes... 
CHEESE-PUFFED POTATO CASSEROLE 
Here's a way to make potatoes ex¬ 
traordinary. 

4 eggs separated 


4 cups well seasoned mashed potatoes 

1 cup shredded sharp Cheddar cheese 

2 teaspoons each finely chopped onion 
and finely chopped green pepper 

i teasp. celery salt 

Salt 

Paprika 

Beat egg yolks with mashed potatoes 
until well mixed. Stir in cheese, 
onion, green pepper, celery salt, 
salt and pepper to taste. Just before 
you are ready to bake, beat egg 
whites until they form soft peaks 
and fold into potato mixture. Spoon 
lightly into a well greased casserole 
about 7 x 13”, sprinkle with paprika 
and bake in moderately hot oven 
(375 degrees) for 25 minutes. Makes 
about 6 servings. 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
Bei Spiel und Sang! 

It has been a notable year for Nor¬ 
folk Island in more ways than one, 
and an event which should not go 
unmentioned is the presence of a 
Norfolk team at this year's Oktob- 
erfest in Munich. 

This "beer classic" has been held 
ever since 1810 on the Theresian 
meadows - named after the Bavar¬ 
ian Princess whose wedding feast 
was celebrated there in that year. 

It is notable in Europe that good 
beer is rarely made in areas which 
produce wine (an exception being 
Alsace, which makes Kronenbourg, 
a lager popular in France). 

So let us take a look at what 
makes beer what it is. The two ba¬ 
sic beers are either bottom or top 
fermented which simply means die 
yeasts which are used, when spent, 
sink to the bottom of the vat or rise 
to the surface. Each, however, is 
made with malted (germinated) 
barley combined with other cereals 



I WAS LISTENING to an interview 
on our local radio between a doctor 
and woman interviewer. The sub¬ 
ject was those years when we women 
have reared our children to the time 
when they are "leaving the nest" to 
make their own way in life and the 
mother too has come to the change 
in her life. The doctor mentioned 
boredom and the feeling she had noth¬ 
ing to do caused a lot of mental stress. 

I suddenly realised that on Norfolk 


ORANGE-GINGER SAUCE 

A tasty sauce that can be made 
well in advance and refrigerated for 
a few days. Serve on spareribs, pork 
chops, barbecued chicken and lamb 
chops as well. 

1 cup orange juice 

1 cup each shredded ginger (canned 

if fresh not available) 
and slivered orange peel (no 
white membranes) 

2 tablespoons melted butter 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 

Mix together all ingredients and cook, 
stirring, until sauce becomes thick 
and clear, about 15 minutes. 


and flavoured with flowers of the 
hop vine. Sugar also plays a part 
and when you buy coffee crystals 
you get what the trade calls "yellow 
brewers". 

Lager, which is bottom fermented, 
takes Its name from a German word 
which indicates it has "rested" for 
some weeks to mature and clarify. 
Pilsner is a light lager named after 
Pilsen in Czechoslovakia where the 
pure water gives.it a particularly 
clear look and fresh flavour . 

Top fermentation produces the typ¬ 
ical English-style known as Ale, 
which is generally stronger with a 
sharper taste. Stout and Porter are 
variations of the style. 

It is often stated that Australian 
beers are strong, but, in fact, they 
are in line with world average, ar¬ 
ound 3 to 4*5fc alcohol by volume. 

The confusion apparently stems 
from the mainland habit of expres¬ 
sing alcohol content by proof rath¬ 
er than volume. 

By the way. I'm not aware that 
the Oktoberfest organisers knew our 
boys were coming but they laid in 
a stock of 8 million pints of beer 
and 300, 000 German sausages! 


one was so involved with many things 
such as school, church, gardens, land, 
animals, conservation etc. that, for 
me, that time in my life came and 
passed without any of those traumas 
he mentioned. So, I said to myself, 
one more reason why this island is 
a grand place to live. 

Oh, I know 1 have growled about 
the small frustrations, weather and 
such like, but these things are all sur¬ 
mountable and only tend to make us 
more self-reliant. If, we really 
didn't like this way of life we could, 
like the Arabs, have folded our tents 
and moved on. 

Boredom on Norfolk Island -- never! 
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AFTER a cold, wet and miserable 
winter the warmer weather seems 
to be on Its way. Norfolk Is really 
beautiful when there's little wind 
and the sun is o.,t shining with all 
us might. 

Banyan Park was the venue for a 
variety of activities In September. 
Young children who attend Play- 
centre there were excited on Mon¬ 
day morning the 11th. It was the 
centre's first birthday and the Wives 
and Mothers Club Committee had 
invited both age groups to be pres¬ 
ent to celebrate the occasion. There 
was fun and laughter as the children 
took part in musical chairs, oranges 
and lemons, and other games. 

There was a good crowd there on 
Tuesday evening when Timmy 
l.loyd with the help of Dolores Buf¬ 
fett started another series of her 
ballroom dancing classes. This is 
a marvelous opportunity for the 
young people - it’s really beaut to 
see them get up and have a go at 
such favourites as the "Bounty Ball”. 

Another community service which 
is proving most popular Is the series 
of craft classes which the Wives and 
Mothers are currently running for 
anyone interested - also at Banyan 
Park. These are held each Wednes¬ 
day. Dyann Fltzpatrick is teaching 
tnacrame to a very enthusiastic- 
group. Ruth Buffett is a keen pupil 
and has already made some lovely 
items. Pat Magri. Lorraine Williams 
and Dawn Hutchinson are among the 
tatting pupils being taught by Jan 
Reeves, who is also teaching cro- 
chetting. And over in the far cor¬ 
ner Mrs. Jemima Cook has a small 
group of budding dressmakers. 

Much fun and laughter on Friday 
the 22 nd at a motel at Northcote, 
Auckland, where members of the 
Pine trotter* basketball team return¬ 
ed from an afternoon’s excursion 
to find familiar faces in the dining 
room - members of the netball 
team who had just arrived from 
Norfolk that day. The Pinetrotters 
were at the tail-end of their trip 
after two very full weeks touring 
the north island of N.Z„ They had 
played basketball at most of the 
townships they’d visited. The girls 
all commented on the tremendous 
hospitality they’d received through¬ 
out their tour Marie Bailey drove 
their big yellow bus, which let 
them down only twice - once when 


it ran out of petrol, and once when 
everyone had to get out and push. 

The netball team which visited 
Auckland included one player 
from each of the seven teams here 
on Norfolk. The North Shore Net- 
ball Association courts were situ¬ 
ated diagonally opposite the mo¬ 
tel so there was very little travel¬ 
ling to do - all the teams came to 
that one place. Nine games in all 
were played. The Norfolk team 
managed to win two of these. Con¬ 
sidering the disadvantages on Nor¬ 
folk of not having a full-size court 
or regulation-size goalposts, the 
Norfolk teams certainly gave the 
North Shore girls a run for their 
money. 

It was a most beneficial tour. 

The host teams were very keen to 
assist as much as possible, and 
gave the Norfolk girls lots of tips 
and hints. 

At the conclusion of the games 
on the Monday evening Bev Rob¬ 
erts, president of the Shore Rovers 
Club, Introduced Marion Smith to 
the visiting team. She Is one of 
the top New Zealand coaches and 
has written two very interesting 
books on netball. She was able to 
answer any questions the Norfolk 
girls had and explained a few of 
the different techniques which 
were new to the visitors. The trip 



THE ANNUAL •’SHOW" is upon us 
once again. 

The year has gone so fast - or 
so it seems to me - so once again 
a reminder of a few hints for those 
exhibiting. 

Firstly, for items with hollow or 
milky stems, scald the ends, or 
burn them. I prefer scalded - then 
plunge "up to their necks" in cold 
water for a time, two to three hours 
if possible. 

Roses - cut early morning, split 
stems for about 1 /2 inch, hold in 
hot (not boiling) water, then put 
in cold water. 

Sweet Peas - benefit from a little 
sugar in their water. 

Clads - should be cut mid-mom- 


created a good deal of interest a- 
mongst the North Shore girls and 
I think we can expect at least one 
team, if not more, to visit here 
next year. 

Oh, dear, it seems that most of 
the news this month has concerned 
the womenfolk, and I’m about to 
tell you of another "ladies only" 
do. This was a casserole dinner 
and manequin parade, again held 
at Banyan Park on the 10th. Al¬ 
though it wasn't exclusively women. 
There were about four men in the 
audience - and one male model, 
Eddie Lloyd! Many people had 
helped, and the evening was a 
success. Roddy Buffett had organ¬ 
ised a terrific system of spotlights 
for the catwalk, and Paul Cope 
and Leigh Coles worked hard to 
get the sound system and music 
just ri#it. 

The evening commenced with a 
casserole dinner, smorgasbord - 
style. Then followed the parade. 
Most of the fashion houses on the 
Island co-operated most willingly, 
and the Wives and Mothers had 
provided a varied, very fashion¬ 
able array of summer clothes. 

Kim Aafjes and Kerry Robinson 
opened the parade in a lively disco 
dance which set the mood for die 
evening. Other models were Fen- 
ella Evans, Corinne Grube, Ann 
Buffett, Joyce Custance, Norma 
Inglis, Marilyn Hayes and Yvonne 
Vaga. Sylvia Ryves did a treme.. 
dous job as the compere. After die 
parade a welcome cup of coffee 
and a slice of cake rounded off the 
evening. 


ing and left out of water for two 
hours at least before placing diem 
in cold water. This is known as 
"curing". 

Carnadons - Cut early morning. 
Place in water in cool, out of sun. 
A little epsom salts in water does 
help. 

It’s time to spray grapes, to pre¬ 
vent mildew. Use wettable sul¬ 
phur, for preference; this is also 
safe for use on cucumber melons 
etc. It has a two-fold effect on 
roses and gerberas, killing mites, 
etc. 

Many shrubs are making new 
leaves after twice being wind - 
burned this winter. A little help 
for them, by manuring, will be 
very beneficial. 

Plant radishes or lettuce in 
ground that has just bad potatoes 
lifted as the last crop. Beans are 
also a good follow-on crop after 
potatoes. 
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EDITORIAL 


DE-COLONISATION FOR NORFOLK? WE’LL KNOW SOON. 


HON. R. J. ELUCOTT, the Australian Cabinet Minister 
responsible for administering Norfolk Island, is expected 
to visit the Island this month. It is hoped that he will 
bring with him the draft for an Australian law to estab¬ 
lish a new form of government here. 

Norfolk Island is a colony of Australia. It has been 
since democratic self-government was illicitly taken away 
from the people of the Island in 1896. 

The government of Norfolk is founded on an extra¬ 
ordinary 19th-Century notion which is now discredited 
throughout the world. This notion is that - because of 
certain Orders-in-Council. or certain High Court decis¬ 
ions, or certain Acts of Parliament - the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment actually has the right to say to the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island, "We make the laws for you. We do not need 
your consent. We may make whatever laws we think fit. 
Obey them, or be punished. You have no right to say how 
you will be governed, or by whom. That is our right. ” 

It is hard to believe that Australia would actually 
claim and exercise such a right in this day and age, but 
it does. 

Will the draft law discard this antiquated idea? Does 
Australia now intend to de-colonise Norfolk Island? We 
will be able to tell at once by reading the draft. 

For 82 years the people of the Island have chafed and 
struggled to regain self-government of the Island's own 
internal affairs. Their wish, expressed again and again 
over the years, is simple. They want to elect the people 
who make laical laws, raise local revenues, and spend the 
money that Is raised here. They want a government auth¬ 
orised by democratic process, not a government claiming 
it has received authority from other sources. 

Six times during those 82 years authorities in Australia 
have established local bodies that have created some illus¬ 
ion of democratic government on Norfolk. In 1896, a 
Council of Elders. In 1903, an "Executive Council". In 
1913, a "new and enlarged Executive Council”. In 1935, 
an Advisory Council. In 1957, The Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil. In 1963, a new form of The Norfolk Island Council. 
But through th£m all Australia held to the assertion that 
it had the only real right to govern, and made such laws 
as it thought fit for Norfolk, whether the people consent¬ 
ed or not. All six bodies were illusions. They function¬ 
ed poorly. They lasted an average of only 13 years and 
8 months each and were then dropped by Australia. The 
people wanted the real thing, not an illusion. Anyone 
can tell the difference. The real thing works. An illus¬ 
ion does not, and the chafing and struggle begin again 
before very long. 

The new draft law will tell us whether the proposed 
Norfolk Island Assembly will be the real thing, or just 
a new illusion. 

A 

In the law by which Norfolk is governed now, it is 
stated that "There shall be an Administrator of the Ter- 
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ritory, who shall administer the government of the Ter¬ 
ritory on behalf of the Commonwealth." If the new draft 
law contains such an assertion that the ultimate right to 
govern Norfolk Island still belongs to the Commonwealth, 
regardless of the consent of the people who are governed, 
any local body set up in the law will be an illusion. Gov¬ 
ernment without consent will be perpetuated. Norfolk Isl¬ 
and will remain a colony of Australia. 

If that proves to be the case, the elected representa¬ 
tives of the people of Norfolk - the eight elected Council¬ 
lors - should not deceive themselves or their electors about 
it. They should not try to persuade themselves or the Isl¬ 
and that Norfolk will be seventh-time-lucky, or that this 
time, somehow, an illusion will work. 

Here is how the New Zealand Act of 1974, granting 
self-government to Niue - population 4,000 - begins. 

"1. This Act may be cited as the Niue Constitution 
Act. The Act shall come into force on a date to be ap¬ 
pointed for the commencement thereof by the Governor- 
General, by Proclamation. 2. This Act shall extend to 
Niue as part of the law of Niue. 3. Niue shall be self- 
governing." That is what the real thing sounds like. New 
Zealand ceased claiming that it had the right to make the 
island's laws, although it retained power in specified ar¬ 
eas, external affairs and defence, and provided for broad, 
continuing co-operation with Niue. 

A 

There are reasons for being optimistic about what Nor¬ 
folk’s draft law will say. 

Colonies have become offensive in the world’s sight, 
and it is hard to imagine that Australia would let itself be 
seen insisting that colonial control must be freshly re¬ 
asserted here. 

On a more practical level it is in Australia's self-int¬ 
erest that a stable, satisfactory bond be established between 
Norfolk and the Commonwealth. The relationship between 
the Island and mainland authorities has been difficult (and 
periodically angry and near-explosive) ever since 1896. It 
is time this relationship was put right. History has shown 
six times that this can't be done with illusions. A workable 
resolution will require authentic democracy. 

To de-colonise Norfolk and establish authentic democ¬ 
racy here, Australia's new law will need to formally and 
permanently end the outmoded claim that Australia pos¬ 
sesses a right to make the laws of Norfolk Island without 
the consent of those governed. 

If Australia is prepared to bury that claim, the draft 
law will make it clear in plain words. If it does not, Nor¬ 
folk’s struggle will go on; not because the island is cantank¬ 
erous, or ungrateful, or unreasonable, but simply because 
human nature will go on asserting itself, in each genera¬ 
tion. Adults need to manage their own affairs. They can 
not be expected ever to have a peaceable relationship with 
someone who claims the right to govern them without their 
consent. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS ■ WHOLESALERS • R E TAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

I • MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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DECLARATION 
by PITCAIRNERS 

SOCIETY INFORMS AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT IT WILL NOT REGARD NEW NORFOLK 
GOVERNMENT AS LEGITIMATE WITHOUT CONSENT OF ELECTORS READ PAGE 7 

East-West Applies for Jets 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW REVEALS AIRLINE'S PLANS AND POLICIES READ PAGE 9 

ft* Big Local Hotel Proposal 

NEW PLAN : HILLCREST APPLIES FOR CONVENTION CENTRE, 240 BEDS READ PAGE 11 

Japanese Resort Here? 

ThE JAPANESE TOURIST FLOOD IS BEADED IN NORFOLK'S DIRECTION READ PAGE 25 

It- 

iPr** Move to Control N.l. History 

^^m^rpLAN FOR AN •'OFFICIAL" HISTORY TO STOP "MISLEADING" IDEAS READ PAGE 28 

1_Leave Islands Alone, Says N.Z. 

FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS ISLANDS PEOPLE OUGHT TO RUN THE ISLANDS READ PAGE 29 

PLUS: 

( MORE ON TORRENS TITLE ... 6 LETTERS TO EDITOR ... PROPOSED LINK BETWEEN NORFOLK AND A 
N.S. W. HIGH SChOOL ... INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS ON NORFOLK COINS ... LATEST ON KING¬ 
FISHER HOTEL PLANS ... COUNCIL STILL HAS NO TOURISM POLICY ... MR. FRASER CALLS FOR A 

I SPEED-UP IN DE-COLONISATION ... "NORFOLK LIVING” ... INTRIGUING BOOK REVIEW ... HELEN 
PAYNE'S RECIPES ... AND A REPORT ON NORFOLK'S ANNUAL SHOW IN THE "LETTER FROM HOME" 


X nte r nat ional duty free 

TAYLORS-ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2X11 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


f~l RA DI OS -- C AS SETT ES 

POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO • A KAI 

f~~~| HI - FI EQ UI PMEN T 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO AKAI SAN.YO 

| |WA TCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOk SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 

| | APP LI ANC ES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BREVILLE 

| | TYPEW RITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

| | JEWELLERY 

GOLD & SILVER CHAINS 
AND BRACELETS 

| | SPOR TING EQU IPMENT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

[ | DIVING GEAR 

LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK - 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


| | RECORDS AND CASSETTES 

FULL RANGE - LATEST RELEASES 
| | FISHING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

| | FIREARMS & AMMUNITIO N 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILt IN BUSINESS 

NOVELTIES & GIFTS 

BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

□ CIGARET TE LIGH TER S 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS F0R HIM OR HER 

| | SUED E & LEATHE R COAT S 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

□ NAVIGATIO NAL EQ UIPM ENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 
[ [ BINOCU LARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 
| | GLO MESH_FA_SHIO_N_A C C EJ S 0_R IES 

EVENING BAGS, PURSES, KEY CASES 
[ | CALCUL ATO RS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 


X nte r national DUTY FREE 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 


















Diar^fe, 

DURING THE LAST six months the 
Island has waited calmly, though 
with some concern, for indications 
of progress in the negotiations for a 
new form of constitutional govern¬ 
ment here. 

Then suddenly, early in November, 
it appeared that serious conflict be¬ 
tween Norfolk and Australia had once 
again become a real possibility. 

If the conflict occurs it will be 
over a very simple principle - gov¬ 
ernment by consent of those govern¬ 
ed. 

Australia appears to believe that 
because of certain legal technical¬ 
ities -an act of Parliament in 1914, 
and an unspecific comment in a 
1976 decision by Australia's High 
Court - it actually has a right to 
rule the people of Norfolk Island 
without their consent and without 
their being permitted to vote. 

In November the Society of De¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
the organisation of original Islanders, 
formally notified Australia that it 
will not recognise any government 
of Norfolk Island as fully legitimate 
unless it is established with the con¬ 
sent of a majority of Norfolk elect¬ 
ors. The Society’s resolution is re¬ 
ported on page seven of this edition. 

The issue is so sharply defined 
that compromise hardly seems poss¬ 
ible. In Australia, as in any democ¬ 
racy, Parliament has no authority 
to change the constitution. That 
right is reserved to the people. The 
principle is one of the foundation- 
stones of British justice. If Australia, 
applies it on Norfolk Island, the po¬ 
tential conflict will be resolved. But 
if Australia says in effect "It does not 
matter whether you think the govern¬ 
ment is legitimate or not - you will 
accept it, and we have the force to 
make you accept it", there will be 
confrontation. 

A sense of confrontation was worsen¬ 
ing rapidly last April, but was re¬ 
lieved by a Government policy state¬ 
ment made on May 8th by Hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, the Australian Minister re¬ 
sponsible for dealings with Norfolk. 

He revealed that the Commonwealth 


had rejected the main recommenda¬ 
tions of the notorious Nimmo Report, 
and that was a relief. He said that 
a broad economic study of the Island 
(long sought by the Norfolk Council, 
but opposed by Australia) would be 
made at last. 

He said that a new form of govern¬ 
ment for the Island would be evolved. 
His description of the Government’s 
intentions was extremely broadly 
worded. He did not literally prom¬ 
ise the end of colonial rule, or die 
restoration of democratic govern¬ 
ment here, but it seemed reasonable 
to hope that was what was planned. 
The most Important evidence to sup¬ 
port this hope was that Mr. Ellicott 
said that details of the new form of 
government would be worked out in 
"consultation and collaboration with 
the Norfolk Island community and 
its elected representatives". 

Mr. Ellicott promptly began a 
series of discussions with the Norfolk 
Island Council. They were tightly 
cloaked in secrecy, and Councillors 
were barred from saying anything at 
all about them to the people. Then 
suddenly on October 9th it appeared 
that consultation and collaboration 
had been completed. Mr. Ellicott 
said he intended to introduce an 
Australian Parliamentary bill, creat¬ 
ing a new constitution for Norfolk, 
late in November or early in De¬ 
cember. He referred to four “prin¬ 
ciples" which he had mentioned in 
his May 8th statement, but they con¬ 
tained no new information. The 
"principles" were all vague enough 
to encompass anything from a demo¬ 
cratic government to a minor modi¬ 
fication in the past form of colonial 
rule. 

The consultation and collabora¬ 
tion with the community specified 
by Mr. Ellicott simply never oc¬ 
curred. The long-sought economic 
survey is months away from being 
available for study. 

The members of the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had been elected in July with the 
knowledge that they would be the 
"elected representatives" who would 
be involved (in addition to the com¬ 
munity as a whole) in consultation 
and collaboration on a new constitu¬ 
tion. Over the five months of their 
secret meetings, Councillors seem 
gradually to have assumed that they 
had somehow acquired authority to 
approve new constitutional arrange¬ 
ments on behalf of the people. 

Perhaps Mr. Ellicott treated them 
as though they deserved to have such 
authority. He might even wish he 
could tell Parliament that the ap- 


Earlier News 
from nowon 

STARTING WITH THIS ISSUE, 

THE NEWS WILL BE PUBLISHED 
ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH. 

THE NEW PUBLICATION TIME 
WILL ALLOW US TO BRING THE 
NEWS OF COUNCIL DEVELOP¬ 
MENTS FORWARD BY TWO WEEKS 
RATHER THAN HOLDING IT UP 
UNTIL THE END OF THE MONTH. 

proval of the people of Norfolk has 
been expressed through their elected 
representatives. One trusts he will re¬ 
frain from even implying that, be¬ 
cause it would be knowingly dishonest 
to do so. Even In matters as relative¬ 
ly unimportant as union negotiations 
with an employer, agreement by the 
negotiators does not bind the princi¬ 
pals: the management negotiators go 
back to the company’s board of direct¬ 
ors, and the union leaders go back to 
their membership, for ratification. 

On the far more important matter 
of establishing a new constitutional 
form of government, it would be ridi¬ 
culous to imagine that the Norfolk 
Island Council has a kind of authority 
over its electors that even the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament does not have, and 
that certainly Mr. Ellicott does not 
have. If an agreement has been 
reached, Mr. Ellicott has to take it 
back to his Cabinet, and then to the 
Australian Parliament, for ratifica¬ 
tion. So must the Norfolk Council¬ 
lors take the agreement back to their 
electors, who must accept a new con¬ 
stitution before it can have democrat¬ 
ic validity. 

The Island's concern about a new 
form of government decreed by Aust¬ 
ralia was intensified by an absolutely 
appalling statement in Mr. Ellicott’s 
October 9th address. It needs to be 
examined with the greatest care and 
seriousness. 

"I think it is fair," Mr. Ellicott 
said, "to say that in the past this 
Island's government has worked by a 
form of consensus; that is to say, by 
the representatives of the people sit¬ 
ting down with the Administrator and 
trying to work out how things shall be 
done and what law shall be passed... 
we are trying to work it out so that 
that will be the system in the future." 

Norfolk Island governed by consen¬ 
sus? That statement is not a simple 
distortion of truth - it is the auto¬ 
cratic, patronising voice of colonial¬ 
ism. It is precisely what France and 
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Alfa Romeo# 



AlfeHaGrt6 
Alfetla GTV2000 


The Alfetta coup6 versions (Alfetta GT 
1.6, 1570 cc and Alfetta GTV 2000, 
1962 cc) are cars of outstanding 
sports car characteristics, intended 
for a public seeking lively response 
coupled with careful attention to me¬ 
chanical design, safety equipment, 


low fuel consumption, high comfort 
and lasting quality. The engine, me¬ 
chanical parts and bodywork of the 
Alfetta coupe are all constructed to 
last. Its sturdiness derives from its 
design perfection and the quality of 
the materials used. 



Thfe Alfetta 2000 has all the features which make 
it the symbol of a new concept in motor cars. 
It is a high quality vehicle providing levels of 
safety, reliability, strength and comfort which 
meet all the demands of the most exacting dri¬ 
ver; yet it is an economical vehicle, both by the 


more normal standards of economy (fuel con¬ 
sumption) and by those factors of long life, low 
maintenance costs, modern mechanical design 
and style which characterise a sound invest¬ 
ment. 


ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 




THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-V" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

[holiday APARTMENTS / P.O.B 0 X 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian* 


Chile like to pretend about the gov¬ 
ernment of their South Pacific col¬ 
onies. 

Rigid, hard-edged colonialism still 
exists in only five places in the South 
Pacific: French Polynesia, New Cale¬ 
donia, Easter Island, the New Hebri¬ 
des and Norfolk Island. The system 
in each is that when the colonial pow¬ 
er happens to agree with the locally- 
elected body, "consensus" prevails. 
When there is disagreement, the col¬ 
onial power asserts absolute right to 
say how things shall be done and what 
law shall be passed. 

That kind of government is as out¬ 
moded in this era as child labour is. 

It is by no stretch of the imagination 
"a form of consensus", but Imperial 
rule. Australia does not alter the 
fact by pretending that Norfolk Island 
a remote, ethnically and culturally 
distinct society and a "distinct and 
separate settlement" in the British 
Commonwealth by virtue of a still- 
valid Order-in-Council of Queen Vic¬ 
toria in 1856 -.is an integral part of 
metropolitan Australia. France and 
Chile make the same assertion about 
their South Pacific colonies, and the 
assertion is disgraceful. 

"... that will be the system in the 
future," Mr. Ellicott said, and went 
back to Australia to finish drafting his 
bill. 

And whence will Norfolk's future 
system of government draw its author¬ 
ity? From the expressed consent of 
those who are to be governed? Or 
from Australia's infinitely superior 
force? It must be one or die other. 

The choice between them is entire¬ 
ly in Australia's hands, and the Aust¬ 
ralian Cabinet will now decide which 
of the two it Is to be. 


Deeper than reason 

TORRENS TITLE is planned for Norfolk 
Island. 

It may possibly be offered as a volun¬ 


tary new form of land title for owners 
who have any reason for doubting 
whether their present titles are absol¬ 
utely sound. 

But if the Australian Government 
decides that all Norfolk landowners 
must be required to give up their 
present titles, and accept Torrens 
titles instead, it will have consequen¬ 
ces of the greatest seriousness. 

At present, freehold land ownership 
on the Island all traces back to grants 
made by Queen Victoria to the Pit¬ 
cairn settlers or their descendants. 

The certificates of grant show that 
the land was granted not by a Gover- 
.nor, or a Parliament, or a Minister, 
or an Administrator, or a court, or a 
Registrar, but by the Queen of 
England. She said in her own words 
that the land described on the grant 
certificate was to be held forever by 
the person named, or his heirs or 
assigns, in return for a peppercorn a 
year if demanded. There were no 
qualifications whatsoever, to her 
promise. 

Lawyers may say that doesn't really 
mean what it says; that Parliament 
is supreme, and Parliament can do 
something different if it chooses. But 
in this world there are some things 
that ordinary people rank ahead of 
Parliaments - and the solemn, direct. 


written word of the Queen is one. 

Elsewhere in this issue is an excerpt 
from minutes of a long meeting be- . 
tween zhe Norfolk Council and Messrs. 
Kennedy and Collins, In which the 
Commonwealth's present thinking on 
the matter seems to be set out. 

Mr. Kennedy expects 
that when the Torrens system comes 
in, people with grants from Queen 
Victoria will have to bring them in, 
and at least get something stamped 
on the back of them saying they don’t 
mean anything any more. 

If that day comes, it will be very 
like the day of the evictions at Kings¬ 
ton in 1908, when Islanders werts, re¬ 
quired to sign a document saying 
that their own houses did not really 
belong to them, but to the Crown. 

It was one of the blackest, foulest 
days in Norfolk's history since 1856, 
and we may see something very like 
it if Australia requires today's Island¬ 
ers to hand over Queen Victoria's 
written promise to their ancestors, 
and watch while it is proclaimed to 
be meaningless. 

There are very deep emotions in¬ 
volved here: deeper, and stronger, 
than reason. Wise men will observe 
how deep they are and will not 
tamper with them. 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT! 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8P\ 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE S 


"V? BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE 


"THE UNMARRIED WOMAN"..."BLACK SUNDAY"..."TRICK BABY" 

"THE DOMINO PRINCIPLE"... "CANNONBALL"... "ROLLING THUNDER” 

-- AND THE GREAT "CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND" 

- New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stociT" 
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Pitcairners Declaration: Norfolk Government 
Not Legitimate Without Electors’Consent 

SOCIETY OF ORIGINAL ISLANDERS SENDS APPEAL FOR SUPPORT TO GOVERNOR-GENERAL. PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER 


TEXT OF RESOLUTION 


A RE SO_L_UTION_ 
Adopted aTTEe Meeting of 
General Membership of THE 
SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE 
PITCAIRN SETTLERS 
Norfolk Island 6th November, 1978 


NORFOLK’S PITCAIRN Society has 
called on the Australian Government 
to defer introducing a new constitu¬ 
tion for the Island until Norfolk elect ■ 
ors have expressed their consent to 
it. 

In a resolution adopted November 
6th the Society formally declared 
that it would not consider any Nor¬ 
folk government as fully legitimate 
unless It was established with the 
consent of those to be governed. 

The Society has forwarded copies 
of the resolution to the Governor- 
General, the Prime Minister, and 
Minister for Home Affairs Mr. R.J. 
Ellicott, and has asked them to sup¬ 
port the principle involved. 

The Norfolk Island Council has 
repeatedly asked Australia for a 
referendum on any new form of gov¬ 
ernment for the Island, without suc¬ 
cess. 

In his Government policy state¬ 
ment of May 8th this year, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said "the Government has de¬ 
cided that a referendum should not 
be held". 

While secrecy on the five months 
of negotiations between Council and 
Mr. Ellicott has been almost air¬ 
tight, it appears that Councillors 
reconciled themselves to the idea 
that Australia was not going to per¬ 
mit Island electors to vote on whe¬ 
ther the proposed new constitution 
was acceptable to them. 

first tins at Issue 
with Norfolk Uouncll 

Assuming Council did accept Mr. 
Ellicott’s consdtution-without-refer- 
endum policy, the Pitcairners’ resolu¬ 
tion is the first time the Society has 
taken issue with a Council position. 

Officers of the Society say it is 
committed to supporting Council un¬ 
less Council is in conflict with the 
Society's basic objectives. One of 
these is to restore on Norfolk the 
ancient Pitcairn law prohibiting any¬ 
one from taking government author- < 
ity on himself, or without the con¬ 
sent of the people. 

A spokesman said the Society hoped 
Council would re-affirm its previous 
recognition that only the electors 
could democratically bind themselves 
to accept a new constitution. 


Having regard to these facts - 

1. That the Australian Government 
Minister responsible for Norfolk Island, 
Hon. R.J, Ellicott, has announced 
that be expects to table in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, in late November 
or early December, a Bill to re-con¬ 
stitute the form of government on Nor¬ 
folk Island, and 

2. That Mr. Ellicott stated in his of¬ 
ficial announcement of May 8th, 1978 
that there was scope for "consultation 
and collaboration with the Norfolk 
Island community and its elected rep¬ 
resentatives" concerning the Island’s 
future form of government, and that 
he hoped to "see that consultation 
and collaboration commence immed¬ 
iately", and 

3. That there has been no consulta¬ 
tion or collaboration with the Norfolk 
Island community since then, and that 
any such consultation and collaboration 
has been actively prevented by Mr. El¬ 
licott requiring members of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council to observe com¬ 
plete secrecy concerning any discus¬ 
sions with him to consider the Island's 
future form of government, and 

4. That it is a fundamental principle 
of British justice that British subjects 
are not legitimately governed except 
by a government established with their 
expressed consent, and 

5. That the Norfolk Island Council 
has no authority to bind its electors to 
new constitutional arrangements, any 
more than the Australian Parliament 
has authority to amend the Australian 
Constitution without the consent of 
the electors in Australia, and 

6. That whilst it may be thought that 


the Australian Government may fairly 
arrive at agreements with primitive 
peoples through negotiations with their 
tribal "head men", the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island have been thoroughly famil¬ 
iar with democratic processes, written 
constitutions, representative govern¬ 
ment and referendums for well over a 
century, and are not only capable but 
entitled to express their own consent 
authorising constitutional change, 
and 

7. That we regard it as inappropriate 
that the Australian Parliament should 
be asked to commit the Australian 
Government to new constitutional ar¬ 
rangements for Norfolk Island without 
knowing in advance that these ar¬ 
rangements have been formally ac¬ 
cepted by the people of Norfolk Island, 

The Society of Descendants of the Pit ¬ 
cairn Settlers , being the principal or¬ 
ganisation of the Pitcairn race, whose 
families constitute more than half of 
the population of Norfolk Island and 
whose homeland Norfolk Island is, 
HEREBY RESOLVES 

THAT no bill providing new con¬ 
stitutional arrangements for Norfolk 
Island should be tabled in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament until those arrange¬ 
ments have been given the consent of 
the majority of electors of Norfolk 
Island, and 

THAT this Society will not regard 
any form of Norfolk Island govern¬ 
ment as being fully legitimate unless 
it has received the formal consent of 
die majority of the electors to be gov¬ 
erned. 
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Letters to the editor 


Costly clothes nay 
hurt way of life 

AT THE RECENT show, now the 
Norfolk Island Royal Show, my 
thoughts went back over 20 years 
of "shows” on Norfolk Island, 
and when comparing the exhibits, 
both In the hall and ring events, 

I came to the conclusion that in 
my mind, the indoor in the main 
were very disappointing. 

Many of the older folk who have 
filled the benches over the years 
took a well-earned rest from 
exhibiting, but the younger people 
either were too busy, being caught 
up in the progress which is so appar¬ 
ent on the Island today, or felt 
that they could not compete with 
the older, more experienced person. 

Whatever die reason, the small 
number of entries in a lot of the 
classes was rather dismaying, more 
so when the school children's classes 
were so good, in fact they were 
splendid. 

In the ring events, the scene was 
different; the quality of horses was 
very good, but once again the 
children's entries outnumbered the 
adults. 

The first show I attended on Norfolk 
Island, the horse events were held 
just in front of the hall. No "ring 
clothes" were worn, nor were there 
any costly Imported hacks. We could 
not afford hundreds of dollars for 
horses in those days, but the compet¬ 
ition was friendly and enjoyed by all. 
This aspect of the horse events 
troubles me a little. I would be first 
to admit a well turned out horse and 
rider are an elegant picture; but 
are we drifting away from what we 
proudly call "our way of life," by 
the costly cjothing etc. ? Are we 
depriving those riders young and old 
who cannot afford those luxuries 
from ever standing a chance of 
winning a ring event of hack classes? 

One more thought: perhaps some 
day we will see a Grand Parade, now 
that we can put "Royal" on our 
catalogues. 

Old Timer 


Better to turn people 
away, say visitors 

IT'S A FACINAT1NG place here and 
we have enjoyed our stay at Hamish 
and Mere Martin's very much. Make 
sure they don't build that other ruddy 


pub. There is quite enough accom¬ 
modation on the Island already. The 
new pub would only increase incon¬ 
venience to the local populace, noise 
and pollution. Better to keep the 
quality of life you have, turn people 
away, and doubtfully live a little 
poorer. 

Patsy and Ralph Guthrie 
Flinders, Victoria 


Doubts and fears 

The note of tentative optimism on 
which you ended your editorial in the 
October News looks like remaining 
unconfirmed for a little while yet. 

The situation is not encouraging. 
The Minister plans to table in the 
Commonwealth Parliament "in late 
November or early December", .a 
document based on the four prin¬ 
ciples he enunciated in his speech 
In Norfolk on October 9, and con¬ 
taining the results of the discussions 
(in closed sessions) with Councillors 
in recent weeks. 

Will this document be published 
to the people of Norfolk Island before 
it goes to Parliament? No one seems 
to know. 

A pointer to the benevolent des¬ 
potism which characterises die Aust¬ 
ralian Government's intentions to¬ 
wards Norfolk Island, as expressed 
by the Minister, despite the choco¬ 
late coating of his friendly and sym¬ 
pathetic manner, is the ambiguity 
on the subject of 'Social Welfare', 
which the Government apparently 
will insist on imposing on the Island, 
in its own terms, graciously allow¬ 
ing the Island the privilege of pay¬ 
ing for it. 

In an interview with The News in 
September, Professor Treadgold is re¬ 
ported as saying "It's certainly im¬ 
portant to know what people's feel¬ 
ings are about what sort °f network 
of social service benefits should be 
available and at what level. “ He 
further said, referring to the docu¬ 
ment which would present the con¬ 
clusions of the economic study, 
that "it would be available for dis¬ 
cussion and comment." 

Item 5 of the terms of reference 
of the economic study requires the 
team to examine and report on 'The 
demand for various social service 
benefits on the Island.' 

Councillor Blucher, in his address 
at the inauguration of the Ninth 
Council in July said "It has been 
agreed that the new government of 


Norfolk Island will administer its 
own system of social welfare bene¬ 
fits for those in need." 

And the Minister, in his address to 
Council and the public on May 8, 
said "When results of the economic 
study are known, appropriate social 
service benefits and their levels could 
be determined in consultation with 
the Norfolk Island Council in the light 
of that study. ” The key word in that 
sentence is 'could'. It would seem 
that while the responsibility for fund¬ 
ing the welfare service is clear-cut - 
Norfolk Island will pay for it - there 
is no corresponding guarantee that 
the people of Norfolk Island will de¬ 
cide - as they have done satisfactorily 
in die past - what degree of need ex¬ 
ists and how, and at what level, it 
shall be met. 

Professor Treadgold, in his reply to 
questions put to him by The News 
(September issue), made a point of 
acknowledging that the Island possess¬ 
ed its own unique method of handling 
the delicate question of welfare. He 
described it as "a highly important 
part of die economic and social 
fabric of the Island" and he added 
"We have an informal system and an 
effective one, from all accounts I've 
heard." 

But the Minister doesn't like it. 
he uses the derogatory and inappro¬ 
priate term 'grace and favour' to des¬ 
cribe it and has expressed himself as 
determined to superimpose on it a 
version of the system which is a sig¬ 
nificant ingredient in the permanent 
pauperisation of large sections of the 
populations of Australia and the rest 
of the world. 

In the June issue of The News you 
reported a statement by the United 
Nations Association of Australia in 
which it said "An act of formal con¬ 
sent by the people of Norfolk Island 
before the Island's new status is creat¬ 
ed by Australian legislation is strongly 
recommended. It ought to be made 
clear that the beneficiaries (of the 
new policies) approve and accept what 
is being done." 

We can only hope that the Minister 
intends to recommend this course to 
the Government. It would allay the 
doubts and fears at present clouding 
the Island's atmosphere, and justify 
the mild optimism of your October 
editorial. 

Peter Middleton. 


Why closed sessions? 

I wondered if anyone could explain 
the reasons for all the closed sessions 
being held between our Minister, Ad¬ 
ministrator and Councillors. Surely 
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we the people concerned should be 
able to listen and know what’s going 
on first-hand, instead of waiting and 
wondering what it's all about! 

From one who realises (just back 
from Australia) that we should count 
our blessings that we are fortunate 
enough to be living on this "Little 
Paradise of the Pacific", away from 
strikes, drugs, etc. 

Yours sincerely, 

Elva Yager. 


Press nore accurate 

I WAS GLAD to learn that Australia 
has agreed to allow the Island to 
run its own affairs. 

I've always been puzzled by the 
difficulty of evaluating "today's 
news" in the sense of being able to 
pick out those events which 100 
years from now will be judged to 
be especially important. Newspapers 
often are more accurate than official 
records (at least that is what I found 
out when working on the postal 
history of Montana), and certainly 
give the arguments and "color" for 
issues. With your newspaper being 
a monthly, I can even file all the 
copies I get. 

Books on Norfolk are hard to find 
in the States. I've found two old 
books about Norfolk Island history 
in the University of Rochester 
library, but that seems to be the 
local limit of information. So, I 
was glad to see an advertisement 
for a Norfolk book in your paper. 

I would imagine that events in 
this part of the world have very little 
impact on happenings in the South 
Pacific, and so the details of what 
goes on in North America aren't of 
much interest to one on Norfolk. But, 
if someone has an interest or needs 
some information about this part of 


the world. I'd be glad to get what I 
can for them. The reverse is cer¬ 
tainly true here; for example, very 
few people know of events going on 
between Micronesia and the United 
States .. . indeed, few people even 
know where those islands are. Only 
a few newspapers, such as the New 
York Times, Christian Science Mon-- 
itor, and the Los Angeles Times, ever 
mention foreign news unless it’s 
revolution or other armed conflict. 

Giles Cokelet 
62 Burrows Hills Dr. 

Rochester, New York 14625 U. S. A. 


Lord Howe unhappy 

THIS NOTE may have to go the 
long way around, from Lord Howe 
to Sydney and then to Norfolk, as 
your Administrator has (bleeped) 
things up mail wise. 

After many months of pushing 
the Australia Post for a direct mail 
service twice a week to Norfolk 
Island, and once a week to Brisbane 
- to say nothing of a lot of work by 
a number of people - all seemed to 
be OK, even to the point where we 
had first-day covers and special 
stamps all set to go, when Mr. 
O'Leary in a fit of pique, said no 
g°- 

It seems that someone in the 
Brisbane office of the airline leaked 
the facts to the press, and even the 
boss from Brisbane went to Norfolk 
Island to explain, but die (bleep) 
would not listen 

So no direct service nor can we 
use the special bag carried by the 
pilot. 

There is quite a lot of feeling 
here about it. 

Long-time Lord Howe resident 


East-West Ap¬ 
plies for Jets 

EAST -WEST AIRLINES has applied 
formally to the Commonwealth for 
permission to buy either FockerF-28- 
4000 jets or BA-146 jets for the 
Sydney-Norfolk air service. 

The airline has completed its 
evaluation of the two alternative 
aircraft, but the choice between 
them will depend on detailed nego¬ 
tiations with the manufacturers on 
matters auch as financing arrange¬ 
ments, assured performance specifi¬ 
cations and delivery dates. 

The F-28 is a thoroughly proven 
aircraft, having first been introduced 
some 18 years ago. It is also less 
expensive to buy. 

The BA-146 is expected to be less 
expensive to operate, and includes 
some advanced technology that will 
make it simpler to service and main¬ 
tain. But the first model is not 
expected to get into the air for over 
a year, and delivery dates therefore 
have some degree of uncertainty about 
them. 

East-West's Chief Operating Officer, 
Paul Levin, told The News last month 
that the timing of introduction of jets 
to the Norfolk service is basically a 
question of finance for airport up¬ 
grading - not only on Norfolk but at 
Australian regional fields such as 
Tamworth and Maroochie, where East- 
West would also need to use the new 
planes. 

With severe restraint on all Com¬ 
monwealth spending, a commitment 
to spend the necessary $2$ million or 
so to upgrade the Norfolk airport for 
F-28s or BA-146s is being delayed by 
the Government. A main current 
reason given for the delay is that the 
forthcoming new Norfolk Island Act 
is about to be tabled in Parliament, 
and until it is passed there is uncer¬ 
tainty about the Island's governmental 
future. 

Mr. Levin said that East-West could 
be prepared to contribute to the cost 
of upgrading the Norfolk airport - 
mentioning one-third of the cost as 
the sort of share East-West might be 
willing to thing about. But he des¬ 
cribed two problems that make a 
cost-sharing agreement difficult to 
arrive at just now. 

One is that Australia's Department 
of Transport has so far been unwil¬ 
ling to say whether a capital contri¬ 
bution by East-West would be 
reflected in lower air navigation 
charges for the airline. 

The other problem sounds an odd 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK," THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID. "'MUST* READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT. AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 

(MV'EftSItV OP Queensland press, 'fa4.95 - nOw on Sale at lOcaL shops 
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one: to whom would East-West 
make the contribution? If it is 
made to the Department of Trans¬ 
port, die money would have to go 
straight into Commonwealth general 
revenue, and could not be tied to 
the Norfolk airport work. A con¬ 
tribution apparently could not be 
made to die Norfolk Island Assembly, 
because it almost certainly will not 
have conaol of the airport. 

In The News interview, Mr. Levin 
provided crisp, straightforward 
answers to a wide range of Norfolk 
topics involving the airline. Among 
them: 

• Relations with Norfolk Island 
Airlines: East-West sees N. I. A. as 
4 an associate operator" whose op¬ 
erations are complementary to East- 
West's, Mr. Levin said. 

East-West is currently marketing a 
two-island tour in which passengers 
fly to Lord Howe Island on Advance 
Airlines, then on to Norfolk with 
N. 1. A., and back home by East- 
West. 

Mr. Levin appeared to feel that 
N.l. A. is running a good service, 
that it is a good thing for Norfolk to 
have local ownership of such an air¬ 
line, and that if East-West could 
help N.l. A. with advice or assis¬ 
tance to help N.l. A. be more profit¬ 


able, it would be glad to do so. 

• Service to and from New 
Zealand : Island rumours have had 
it that East-West would be taking 
over two of the four weekly services 
from Auckland, two of which Air 
New Zealand flies on its own behalf, 
and two of which it flies for Qantas. 

Mr. Levin said East-West had heard 
that Qantas wanted to end its respon¬ 
sibility for the two services, and 
East-West had asked to take them 
over. But an agreement made be¬ 
tween Australia and New Zealand 
nearly 20 years ago says that if 
Qantas opts out. Air New Zealand 
has first right to take over. 

If there is any change in who op¬ 
erates the flights, Mr. Levin 
guesses it is at least two years off. 
East-West certainly won't be taking 
over next March. 

• Delays in freight: When East- 
West took over from Qantas last year 
it decided to avoid the occasional 
freight "black-outs" that Qantas 
imposed during peak-load seasons. 

In July last year, with only three 
flights from Sydney each week, the 
"roll-over" time - the freight back¬ 
log - got up to 21 days' delay. In 
July this year East-West ran four 
flights a week instead of three, and 
the delay was a maximum of 8 days. 


Most of the time the roll-over time 
is rarely over two or three days, 

Mr. Levin said. 

He spoke of a "Friday warehouse 
syndrome" in Sydney's commercial 
world, which causes shippers to want 
to clear goods out of their own 
a tores and into someone else's ware¬ 
house before each week ends. That 
causes a pile-up of Norfolk freight 
at East-West on Saturday mornings, 
which can take until Tuesday or so 
to clear up. 

Mr. Levin said that Norfolk im¬ 
porters who want to be sure of 
immediate service should try to 
have their shippers get goods to East- 
West on Tuesday. "We'll carry 
them over Wednesday or Thursday," 
he said. 

He added that East-West last year 
surpassed Qantas's all-time record 
for freight canted to Norfolk, hand¬ 
ling 138.8 tonnes as compared with 
Qantas’s peak, in 1913/74, of 
129.1 tonnes. 

• Air mail offloading During the 
July 1977 crush, bags of mail for 
Norfolk were offloaded on three days, 
according to Mr. Levin. He said 
that since then mail has been left 
behind only twice - and said that 
both of these occasions were 
"Murphys" - foul-ups* 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaeringtoo Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofiana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, TeL 73279 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1978 






W LINK WITH NSW SCHOOL 


Hillcrest Plan: 
240 new beds 

iLLCREST HOTELS Ltd. is applying 
for approval to expand its accommoda¬ 
tion by up to 120 additional rooms over 
the next three years. 

A preliminary letter outlining the 
proposal was tabled at the October 
Council meeting. Sketch plans and 
additional details were expected to be 
received at the closed session of the 
Council meeting on Nov. 1st. 

The Hillcrest application gives 
Council its first substantial alternat¬ 
ive to the controversial proposal for 
a new luxury hotel on the old King¬ 
fisher site at Anson Bay. 

Hillcrest says it would like appro¬ 
val for a three-stage development of 
40 rooms next year, 40 more in 1980/ 
81, and a further 40 the year after - 
depending on how Norfolk's tourist 
levels are running, how successful 
the first stages proved to be, and the 
timing of the upgrading of Norfolk 
airport. 

If approved by Council, die addi¬ 
tional Hillcrest accommodation would 
more than offset the number of tour¬ 
ist beds lost when the former King¬ 
fisher burned down, and those that 
will be lost when the Paradise lease 
expires year after next. 

The expanded Hillcrest would ca¬ 
ter for small and medium-sized con¬ 
ference groups, with a large addi¬ 
tional dining room and conference 
centre commencing construction late 
next year. 

The additional bedrooms would be 
in two separate new wings, on level 
ground about 40 metres southwest of 
the hotel's present dining room. The 
site is screened from Taylor's Road 
by trees and bush, and has superb 
views out oyer Philip Island. 

Preliminary drawings of the develop¬ 
ment were circulated to Councillors 
in October. They should have been 
made public soon afterward - but the 
Council is bfeing secretive and the dir¬ 
ectors of the company won't release 
anything until Council says OK. 

The present Hillcrest Hotel, the 
island's newest, has become well- 
established and is regarded as one 
of the local tourist Industry's top 
facilities. 

The Company is owned on the 
Island by a small group of eigfit 
shareholders. Chairman of Direc¬ 
tors is Leo O'Sullivan, and the other 
directors are Charles Strauss and 
Peter Guile. 


SOME HIGH SCHOOL in New 
South Wales could become ’'Nor¬ 
folk’s” high school if forthcoming 
talks with the N. S.W. Department 
of Education bear fruit. 

The proposal for a continuing link 
between die Norfolk Central School 
and some particular mainland high 
school was contained in a report 
from Council's social and welfare 
committee, and accepted at the 
October Council meeting. 

The committee recommended that 
the possibilities of setting up such a 
link should be explored because of 
the Tmsuitability" of establishing 
11th and 12th year education on the 
Island. 

Key elements in-the proposal are - 

• Building up a series of foster 
homes nearby the high school, where 


Norfolk students could live during 
their two high school years, if they 
had no close relatives on the mainland 
with whom they could live. 

• Maintaining a link between the 
principal of the high school and the 
principal of the Norfolk school, in 
order to mesh the curricula of the 
two schools, and the transition and 
counselling of Norfolk students as 
they move to mainland education. 

• Helping to reduce homesickness 
and drop-outs by having a number 
of Norfolk youngsters all attending 
the same mainland school. 

The social welfare committee also 
recommended that if the proposal 
should appear workable. Council 
should consider offering bursaries to 
cover accommodation costs on the 
mainland for students whose families 
can't afford it. 


STILL NO COMMENT 'UNTIL THE PATH IS ALL CLEAR" 

Anson Group Du© 


THE MYSTERIOUS luxury hotel pro¬ 
posed for Norfolk's Anson Bay area 
is being worked on harder than ever 
by its apparent promoters in Aust¬ 
ralia, but they are as silent as ever 
on the two key questions - 

■ WHO is the "Mister Big" who 
will own the hotel if it is permitted 
to go ahead? 

■ WHERE will the hotel's thou¬ 
sands of new, well-to-do guests, 
confidently expected by the promo¬ 
ters, be coming from? 

■ FLOWUNE ASSOCIATES, the pro- 
ject management firm that Nor¬ 
folk's Council assumed was the prin¬ 
cipal organisation that would build, 
own and operate the hotel, is not 

widely known in the Sydney construc¬ 
tion and engineering world. 

Council hastily gave full "approval 
in principle" for the hotel project at 
its May 18* meeting, and made 
this publicly known for *e first time 
on June 14*. Council comments 
implied *at Flowline was a very sub¬ 
stantia.! organisation. 

Flowline didn't seem to have a Syd¬ 
ney phone listing last year, but does 
*is year.' The .listing shows two ad¬ 
dresses: one in *e lovely Sydney 
north-shore residential suburb of Tur- 
ramurra, and one in *e lovely Middle 
Harbour residential suburb of Seafor*. 
The Seafor* address is *e home of 
Mr. Mario Ballico, who is believed to 
be *e principal executive of Flow line. 
The Turramurra address is also a 
residence - a stunning, brilliantly- 
designed building, but a residence. 


wi* no sign giving any indication *at 
Flowline Associates might be found 
*ere. 

Project management firms often con¬ 
sist of a small nucleus of r>ArmAni»nt 
staff, wi* additional statt being tinea 
as needed to carry out a specific pro¬ 
ject *e firm has taken on. 

Most of the well-known such firms 
in Sydney are members of a profes¬ 
sional association called *e Project 
Managers’ Forum. The secretary of 
*e Forum said Flowline were not mem¬ 
bers, and he could not shed any light 
on *e firm. 

THE $5. 000.000 or more needed to 
build a luxury hotel at Anson Bay has 
been rumoured on *e Island to be 
available when needed through Avery 
and Associates in Sydney, acting for 
a company called "Mainzeal". 

Last mon* The News visited Avery 
and Associates, in a two-office suite 
in *e Royal Exchange Building, one 
of Sydney's better business addresses. 

Mr. Avery wasn’t in at the time, but 
Mr. Ray Fitzgerald, of Anson Bay, was. 
He was engaged in a discussion with a 
younger man in one of *e two offices. 
He recognised *e voice of The News’s 
editor, popped out of the office, 
exchanged a few pleasantries, and 
left shortly afterward. 

Mr. Ted Avery arrived a few min¬ 
utes later. He acknowledged *at he 
was involved wi* the proposed 
Norfolk hotel, andmade an appoint¬ 
ment to see *e editor late *at day. 

At *at discussion Mr. Avery said 
he preferred not to say any*ing 
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about the hotel project "until the 
path is all clear". 

"If you say one thing, and then 
have to change it later, it doesn't 
look good," he said. 

He said he had been spending a 
large amount of time and effort on 
the project lately, but that he had 
only got into it personally a few 
weeks previously. 

"The finance for the hotel is there," 
he said, "subject to DA's. “ He ex¬ 
plained that “DA's" meant "develop¬ 
ment approvals". 

He said he was planning to come to 
Norfolk on November ISttv along with 
Peter Woods, of Flowline Associates - 
who visited the Island in September 
with Mr. John Dynon, a solicitor who 
has so far been the main contact be¬ 
tween the promoters and the Council. 

Mr. Avery said he and Mr. Woods 
would be bringing sketch plans for the 
proposed hotel with him. 

“If they don't like it, * he said - 
apparently referring to Council's 
reaction when they see the sketch 
plans - "we may have to come back 
and work out something different." 

Mr. Avery said it might be appro¬ 
priate to have a public meeting on 
Norfolk when he arrives here, to talk 
about the hotel plans. 

Asked who would actually own the 


hotel if it should be built, Mr. Avery 
said "I can't comment on that." 

The office of Avery and Associates 
has the practical look of a small 
accounting firm. There is a letter- 
board on the wall listing 20 compan¬ 
ies whose offices are registered there. 
The companies' names give no clue 
to what the companies do. One of 
them is “Mainzeal (Australia)". An¬ 
other is "Mainzeal Overseas." 

On a coffee table in the reception 
area are copies of accounting and 
company secretary professional jour¬ 
nals, Time and The Bulletin - and a 
book called "The New Asia", and 
a copy of The Far Eastern Economic 
Review, and a copy of Asia Week, 
a business weekly about commerce 
and finance in Asia. 


JAPANESE TOURIST 
INVASION OF NORFOLK? 
- - see page 25 


'Speed up decoloni¬ 
sation’- Fraser! 

OCTOBER WAS a month of confus¬ 
ion and contradictions about Aust¬ 


ralia's colonial role in the South 
Pacific. 

At the South Pacific Conference 
in Noumea, Australia’s representa¬ 
tives had to refer obvious questions 
back to Canberra - including the 
acceptability of newly-independent 
Tuvalu as a member. Fiji attacked 
Australia's "insulting and paternal¬ 
istic manner" and was supported by 
the New Hebrides and both Samoas. 

Later in the month Prime Minister 
Fraser told a Liberal Party banquet 
that it was time for people to stop 
knocking Australia. He said that 
"the quality of freedom and oppor¬ 
tunity for individual Australians has 
no equal - anywhere" - neglecting 
the fact that Freedom House, in 
New York, had just repeated, world¬ 
wide, that die people of Norfolk 
are only "partly free" because Aus¬ 
tralia won't allow government by 
consent here. 

At the end of the month PNG’s 
foreign minister was reported to 
have asked Australia to support a 
"campaign against Britain, France 
and the U. S., which still hold pos¬ 
sessions in the South Pacific." Mr. 
Fraser, apparently oblivious of Aus¬ 
tralia's own colony, Norfolk, called 
for a speed-up of de -colonisation 
in the South Pacific. 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 

NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you'll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALtY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- B E A UTIFUL J E W EL LER Y A T R E A L B A RG A I N PRIC ES 
-- JADE. OPALS. AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATED 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORF O LK I S LA ND S T A MPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


ia 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

ISLAND 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

HAND¬ 


BOOK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 

<*¥<<?• ^ &<&<<? 

Come taste nice free samples 

Island map • open & closing times 


In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 


ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTRfE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS, PORK CHOPS, VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH, AND A CHOICE OF 
ISLAND DESSERTS. 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 
Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4.30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 






RUUDS 

(Norfolk Uland) Limited 



PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

T IS SOT watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

RUUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


RUUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY• SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 

RUUDS 





SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of die Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you ■ 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given; Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About SOD are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to die Queen, Inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1971 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest, 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does hot extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course^; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milL’ ruin are in WatermlllVal- 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement ;: 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for tbe other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as “out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of tbe Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to tbe Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of die Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. Tbe Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angeied 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the locil government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in die 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow - 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of tbe exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in- 
l to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate. »nd that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
facW When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 1S% of residents appeared to 
favour the proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and by the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers - the original 
"Islanders" - Australia finally an¬ 
nounced that the main recommend¬ 
ations of the Nimmo Report had 
been rejected. 

Hon. R.J. Ellicott, who became 
Minister for Home Affairs (with re¬ 
sponsibility for Norfolk matters) 
late in 1977, announced on May 8th 
that the Government had decided 
that Norfolk need not be governed 
by die same laws that govern Aus¬ 
tralia; that the Island could have a 
social welfare system different from 
the one designed for the mainland; 
that the Australian taxation system 
would not be extended to die Island; 
and that a new, elected body to be 
known as the Norfolk Island Legi¬ 
slative Assembly would be formed, 
with power to pass laws for the peace, 
order and good government of the 
Island. 

It appeared that Australia might 
have decided that fully-democratic 
government should be restored to 
Norfolk, and colonial rule ended 
at last. But there were basic points 
of vagueness in Mr. Ellicott's state¬ 
ment. 

He said the Legislative Assembly 
would have full control over a list of 
matters which are essentially the 
"roads and drains" powers of a shire 
government. Laws on fishing, educa¬ 
tion, customs and immigration were 
to be subject to veto by an Austral¬ 
ian-appointed Administrator, and it 
was not clear whether this veto was 
to be the equivalent of full control, 
or whether the control was to be ex¬ 
ercised for Norfolk's benefit or for 
Australia's benefit. 

Most major governmental powers. 
Including social welfare services, 
health and medical services, zoning 
and other controls over land and land 
use, law enforcement, transport and 
contacts with other South Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were to be kept by the Common¬ 
wealth - though Norfolk would be ex¬ 
pected to meet most of the costs it¬ 
self. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged rigfu of 
internal self-government In associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to die relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY.carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 1 Oam - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am -2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 6d a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS: 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. >■" 
EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, $-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 




SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE / 
ENJOYABLE ,Z. 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY / 
LODGE TAVERN. / 
NORFOLK'S ' 

LEADING —* 

LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 


A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJO YOUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT ThE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
| TABLE. 

YOUR EVENING 
"ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITh 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 




AGFA-GEVAERT 


Th ° Norfolk Island 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 

November 14th, 1896: Viscount Hampden, Governor of Norfolk (and of NSW) 
abolished self-government on Norfolk, placed himself in charge and appoint¬ 
ed an outside Chief Magistrate - -in violation of Queen Victoria's Rules and 

Regulations for Norfolk Governors, laid down in 1856. 

November 29th, 1838: Pitcairn Island became a self-governing Crown Colony. 
December 2nd. 1858: After years of living on Norfolk, two families of 16 
people in all left the Island and went back to re-colonise Pitcairn Island. 

They felt promises made to them about their rights on Norfolk were not being 
honoured, and preferred to return to their old way of life. 

J15 

£ ■Museum open (M1 -4.30 
C ■Film (Pds) 

9 ? BOpen night (Nik) 

q Film (MRT8pm) 

z 

19 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

20 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

21 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

C'dant's Din (G) 

22 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik). 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00i)*' 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

26 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

27 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

28 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 

O THANKSGIVING 
DAY - HOLIDAY 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30; 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

3 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

4 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

5 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant’s Din (G) 

6 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) . 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

10 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1-4,30) 

• Film (MRT8.00) 

11 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

12 

•Films (Pds & LC) 
■housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•C’dant's Din (G) 

13 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 




CALENDAR 


THUR 

16 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


23 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 



■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


24 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


The length of each of the 
_ _ 16 lines shows the percent- 

SAT a g e of the time the wind 

blows from that direction 



LOCATIONS 


30 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


7 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


II 

fm ■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
C BO pen night (Pds) 
® BFilm (MRT8.00) 

o 

D 


8 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


15 

• Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


2 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


9 

•SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


16 

•SDA service 
■ House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC - Bow ling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r’t 
GC -Golf-Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT - Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 




AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS P A R/ICD A 1 IM ETC 

ON NORFOLK ARE U AM EH ALIN ES 

AGFA-GEVAERT 



aw 



mbmobate : Up pops the flash and the date. 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us;. 

* ■ 

Cameralines: "Super - 8 Yashlca 
movie camera, with zoom lens and 
existing-light capability, for only 
$69 - this is outstanding value to 
buy now for a Christmas gift." 


Prentice's: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $10.80 - $230. " 

■ 

"Pete's Place ": "If you hurry you can 
get a transistor radio for only $4. 50, 
before they are all gone." 

A BC + A BC + ABC + A BC + A BC+A BC 


Proud's : "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui : "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. ” 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-Free; “Latest 
releases of records and cassettes, 
big range of artists and groups, all 
at Norfolk prices." 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 

A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

(OPPOSITE SOUTH'P^CIFIC HOTEL) 



C+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of "The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1918, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES. INCLUDING TAXATION. SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94, 50£PPD^ 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVER.Y EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 


at the 


TRADING 

POST 




jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
errleralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 Songwriters 

10,05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.00 Concert Half-Hour 
12.05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9.15 The Woodlanders 
10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
Hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2! 00 Radio Australia relay 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 66. 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00, 2. 30, 3. 00, 3. 30. 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1.05 


7.06 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Songwriters . 

9.00 Feature Album 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 What Ho, Jeeves! 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radip Aust. relay 

2.00 (First Wed. of month) 
N.I. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 World of books 
10.05 For The Term of His 
Natural Life 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D. A. Prog. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Ron Glum 

7.00 (First Thurs. in Mth. 

only) Council Re-brdcst 
7.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10. 05 "BBC Rock Line" - 
music 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12. 05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

5. 00 Young Mood - Janelle 
7.00 Fine music all around 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust. & Local News 


| 10.45 Top of Pops 
i 11.30 Step toe & Son 
12.00 Local news 
12.15 Swop Shop 
11.00 Radio Aust. relay 

(sports from mainland) 
7.05 Not in front of the 
children! 

8.00 Dr. Findlay's Casebook 

8.45 News from Deutsche 

Welle 

9.00 Couiitry music 

9.45 Light music from 

• Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 
11.00 Close 

SUNDAY 
l£. 30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Vibes to Do It By 
7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island” is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official flies of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 





















500 MILES NORTH, 800 MILES WEST, AND HEADED THIS WAY — 

Japanese Resort Here? 


SECRECY ABOUT the real owners and 
the expected clientele of a proposed 
luxury hotel at Anson Bay has inevit¬ 
ably led to speculation by Norfolk 
residents who are being kept in the 
dark. 

Normally a large, well-established 
hotel chain interested in Norfolk 
would be expected to be completely 
open - even proud - of its identity, 
experience, and ability to do some: 
thing beneficial for the Island. 

But for some reason the promoters 
of the Anson Bay scheme have been 
reluctant to make any public dis¬ 
closure of who would own the pro¬ 
posed hotel, or who its guests would 
be. 

A preliminary feasibility study 
indicated that the hotel would be 
luxurious and .expensive, designed 
to serve a class of tourists that don't 
come to Norfolk now. There were 
early reports that the guests would 
come in by chartered plane-loads, 
from places other than Australia or 
New Zealand. 


Who are these expected guests? 

What new market has large numbers 
of potential big spenders who would 
fly in continuing charter-plane groups 
for a Norfolk holiday? 

Americans or Canadians? Why 
would they over-fly Hawaii, Tahiti, 
Samoa and Fiji to get to Norfolk? 
Those islands have international air¬ 
ports and a wide choice of luxurious 
hotels already in operation and 
eagerly looking for guests. 

If not Americans or Canadians, who 
else? One likely answer is Japanese. 
They tend to travel in groups. They 
can spend money as if it were going 
out of style. They like to buy hotels, 
so that the staff can be Japanese- 
speaking, and the food, accommo¬ 
dation and amenities suited to Japan¬ 
ese customs and preferences. 

Since World War II Japanese tourists 
have swarmed outward from Japan, 
gradually converting distant resorts 
into holiday homes-away-from-home. 

The front edge of the tidal wave of 
Japanese tourists has now reached 


Australia, where a multi-million- 
dollar holiday resort, owned by 
Japanese Interests, is being built in 
Queensland. And it has reached New 
Caledonia, only a few hundred miles 
to Norfolk's north, where the number 
of Japanese honeymooners and other 
visitors is increasing rapidly. 

Does the approach of mass Japanese 
tourism create a "yellow peril" for 
Norfolk Island? The answer depends 
on whether you are more interested 
in money, or in Norfolk's character. 

Big spenders 

If money is what matters to you, 
Japanese tourists would bring it in by 
the bucketfull. Hawaii offers a vivid 
example. There, a survey four years 
ago showed that the supposedly big¬ 
spending tourists from the U. S. main¬ 
land spent an average of $46.20 a day 
on their holidays. The average 
Japanese tourist at the same time was 
spending $123 a day in Hawaii. 

If Norfolk’s character and way of 
life are more important than quick 
profits, Japanese tourists probably 
represent a threat greater than the 
Nimmo Report. They are affluent, 
well-dressed, courteous and cultured 
- and they can change the flavour of 
a place almost overnight. 

Travelling in groups, with guides 
carrying flags, unable to speak Eng¬ 
lish on the whole, snapping photo¬ 
graphs of every local site and every 
quaint local resident they pass, 
counting out notes from fat rolls of 
cash, buying whatever takes their 
fancy and forming syndicates to buy 
land, hotels, homes and bussesses, 
they form an irresistible tide. 

Money to buy hotels 

Guam was one of die first overseas 
islands to be "discovered'' by the 
Japanese tourists after World War II. 
The island's tourist figures tell the 
story: 300 visitors in 1964; 34, 745 
in 1969; 234, 000 in 1974; 245.828 
last year. There are now 2, 500 hotel 
rooms, in modern hotels like the 
Guam Hilton, the Fujita, the Dai - 
Ichi and the Okura. 

In Hawaii hotels with some 4, 000 
rooms in all are now owned by Jap¬ 
anese interests. It is almost like 
home for Japanese tourists; they can 
read a Japanese newspaper, printed 
locally, or switch on the TV set to 
full-time Japanese language chan* 
nels. Of Hawaii’s permanent pop¬ 
ulation, only 18*51 are now people 
with Hawaii ancestry - and 27*^ are 
Japanese. 

Is Norfolk next? 
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(Council 

Cranrclal proposals 
Invited on coin Idea 

COUNCIL HAS INVITED propositions 
from mints and other parties interest¬ 
ed in striking and distributing Norfolk 
Island coins - although there is no in¬ 
dication that Australia's Treasury 
would permit coins to be issued. 

At the November Council meeting 
these positions on the coin possibil¬ 
ity emerged: 

The Treasury says there Is no pro¬ 
vision in Australian law for territor¬ 
ies to issue coins, and that if there 
were profits from Norfolk coins they 
would have to go into consolidated 
Commonwealth revenues. The Trea¬ 
sury therefore doubts the Government 
would agree to the idea. 

The Administrator says that Mr. 

Ellicott is inquiring into the matter, 
and that the Minister's record of at¬ 
tention to Council questions in the 
past has been excellent. He said he 
himself had been pushing the idea 
quietly along in his correspondence - 
but made it clear that what he had in 


Pre-Torrens Plan Is 
approved by 5 - 3 

COUNCIL GAVE its approval Novem¬ 
ber 1st to a proposed ordinance adopt¬ 
ing a new, metricated official plan 
of all land on the Island. 

Resistance to the new plan, which 
was prepared by Australia's Surveyor- 
General at Commonwealth expense, 
came from Councillors who felt it 
was a foot in the door for Torrens 
titles to be introduced on Norfolk. 

Cr. Geoff Bennett expressed strong 
opposition to the Torrens s'ystem and 
moved that no action be taken on 
the official plan until control of all 
Norfolk land was placed in the con¬ 
trol of a future Legislative Assembly, 
elected on the Island. He was sup¬ 
ported by Crs. Lisle Snell and Greg 
Quintal, but his motion was out¬ 
voted 5-3. 

Other Councillors said they thought 
Vie new plan of the Island was advan¬ 
tageous in itself, and didn't feel that 
its approval had any necessary con¬ 
nection with Torrens title Itself, 
which is expected to be the subject 
of a separate proposed ordinance some 
time next year. 

Cr. Duncan McIntyre, Council's 




RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


mind was a single coin, issued for 
one day and then withdrawn from 
sale. 

Cr. Bennett says he does not think 

Council stated its case for issuing 
regular coinage strongly enough to 
the Minister, and moved that Coun¬ 
cil "approves of the concept of a 
coin issue for Norfolk Island, and 
invites propositions from the interest¬ 
ed parties on the striking and dis¬ 
tribution of such a coin issue, whilst 
recognising that the final decision 
would require close co-operation 
with the Australian authorities." 

Cr. Nunn s ays he feels the idea 
has some urgency, but that he has 
been thinking only of a collector's 
piece, not a regular coin issue, with 
currency value. 

Cr. Blucher says he likes the idea 
of coins, ancTthey could be a way 
for the Island to earn some money, 
as other islands do. 

Cr. Bennett's motion was support¬ 
ed by Crs. Quintal, Blucher and 
Snell. Crs. Buffett and Nunn voted 
against it. With Crs. McIntyre and 
MacKenzie abstaining the motion 
passed 4-2. 


most vocal supporter of Torrens title, 
said that when die subject of guaran¬ 
teed land titles does come up, he 
thought conversion to the titles would 
have to be a voluntary matter for each 
landowner. 


Background Meao on 
new Official Plan 

A NEWLY-DRAWN "Official Plan" of 
Norfolk, prepared by Australia's Sur¬ 
veyor-General, was considered at ths 
October meeting of Council. It was 
deferred to the November meeting, 
and an ordinance approving it was en¬ 
dorsed by a majority of Council then. 

In closed-session meetings prior to 
the debate, Canberra experts talked 
with Council about the new plan. 

It was commented on in an explan¬ 
atory memorandum, which Council 
later voted to make public. 

At both the October and November 
meeting some Councillors emphasised 
that there was no necessary connection 
between the "Official Plan” ordinance 
and the possible forthcoming consider¬ 
ation of Torrens Title - or "guaran¬ 
teed land titles". 

The Canberra-prepared memo on the 
Official Plan ordinance is reproduced 


below. Underlining has been added 
by The News to highlight passages in 
the memo which give some hint that 
there just might be some connection, 
after all, between the Official Plan 
and die possibility of Torrens Title. 


"In June 1972 the Norfolk Island 
Council recommended tne introduc ¬ 
tion of a system of guaranteed land 
titles for Norfolk Island . 

"Mr. D.F. Collins, a retired 
Registrar-General of South Australia, 
was appointed on 16 May 1974 as a 
.consultant to study and report on the 
proposed introduction of guaranteed 
land titles to Norfolk Island. 

"In his preliminary report Mr. 

Collins recommended the prepara¬ 
tion of an 'Official Plan'. The Plan 
will show details of all existing land 
holdings on Norfolk Island, as deter¬ 
mined by the Surveyor-General after 
examination of all existing survey 
information, charts, plans, convey¬ 
ances, titles, etc. The Common - 
wealth Surveyor-General was consul¬ 
ted about the proposal and agreed to 
undertake the preparation of the 
Plan. 

" It is proposed to introduce the 
Official Plan before the guaranteed 
land titles Ordinance so that landown¬ 
ers can ascertain the relationship of 
their documentary titles to the land 
as occupied. A surveyor will be made 
available on the Island to assist the 
landowners. Whilst drafting of the 
guaranteed land titles Ordinance has 
reached an advanced stage there could 
be some delay as a resulf of the re- 
cent policy announcements by the 
Government and the consequential 
legislation which is required. The 
guaranteed land titles Ordinance 
mould however be ready for introduc¬ 
tion within 12 months. 

"As the survey work is completed 
for the Official Plan and there could 
be some time Involved with the 
surveyor explaining to owners their 
boundaries on the Island it is consid¬ 
ered desirable to Introduce the Offic¬ 
ial Plan as soon as possible. 

"The concept of an Official Plan 
showing all survey information in res¬ 
pect of each parcel of land is unique 
but possible on Norfolk Island be¬ 
cause of the small physical size of 
the Territory. 

"The Plan will provide a starting 
point for the examination of applica¬ 
tions to bring land under the provls - 
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ions of the guaranteed land titles 
Ordinance. In submitting applica ¬ 
tions to bring land under the provis ¬ 
ions of that legislation applicants 
will need only to refer to the lot 
number of their land as delineated 
on the Official Plan. This will 
obviate the need for individuals 
wishing to convert their old system 
title to have their land surveyed. 
Similarly when a Certificate of Title 
is issued the land comprised in the 
Certificate of Title will be described 
be reference to the Official Plan. 

"The Plan will also provide a survey 
base for all future dealings in land on 
Norfolk Island. 

"A draft Ordinance giving the Plan 
legal sums has been prepared by the 
Attorney-General's Department and 
is atuched. 

"The draft Land Titles (Official 
Plan) Ordinance provides for an 
Official Plan of Norfolk Island show 
ing, inter alia,: - 
. public roads in the Territory 
. the land in the Territory divided 
into numbered sections and 
each section divided into num¬ 
bered lots corresponding to the 
parcels of land existing within 
that section 

. the boundaries of each section 
. the area, and the bearings and 
lengths of boundaries, of each 
of the lots within each section 
. all easements known to the 
Surveyor-General. 

"The Official Plan does not affect 
any ri$it, title or interest in land. 

It is admissible in evidence in any 
proceedings relating to any right, 
title, or interest in land only for the 
purpose of identifying or otherwise 
showing the location of the land in 
question in relation to other land. 

" With the introduction of the pro ¬ 
posed Land Titles (Official Plan ) 
Ordinance and the guaranteeJTand 
titles Ordinance a number of new 
Ordinances will need to be made 
and various existing Ordiiiances will 
need to be amended, e. g. - 
Public Roads Ordinance (new); 
Limiution of Actions Ordinance 
(new); Conveyancing Ordinance 
(amending); Crown Lands Ordinance 
(amending); Lunacy Ordinance 
(amending); Land (Sub-division) 
Ordinance (amending); Noxious 
Weeds Ordinance (amending); 

Probate and Administration Ordin¬ 
ance (amending); Wills Ordinance 
(amending). 

"The Official Plan represents the 
first complete plan showing the sub¬ 
division of all land on Norfolk Island 
since W.A. Harper's 1887 survey and 
will be extremely valuable to the 


Registrar of Lands as a visual record 
of all land holdings on the Island. 

It can also be used as a completely 
up to date charting system if desired 
and in preparation of new convey¬ 
ances or titles - subject to agree¬ 
ment of adjoining owners on the 
boundaries." 

Tourlsi policy? Six 
Councillors oppose 
thinking It through 

A SEARCHING LOOK into Norfolk's 
tourist accommodation needs - with 
any new approvals being frozen in the 
meantime - was called for by Crs. 
McIntyre and Bennett at October 
Council, but they were outvoted. 

Council instead passed a resolution 
that its Industries Committee should 
find out how many beds there are on 
the Island now, and what will be 
needed over the next five years. 

No freeze on approvals was made. 

Cr. McIntyre's motion was; 

Cr. McIntyre; "That no further 
tourist development should be aj* 
proved even in principle until the 
following matters are cleared up 
urgently: 

(a) the number of tourist beds 
presently available on the Island 
should be determined, 

(b) the means of limiting tourist 
beds in accordance with previous 
policies should be settled ; alter¬ 
natively Council should officially 
abandon such policies and declare 
there is no limit on development 

(c) the Accommodation Proprie¬ 
tors Association report should be 
investigated to determine the 

bed occupancy rate. 

(d) the likely nature and impact 
of any airport or air service devel¬ 
opment on tourism. 

"Secondly, on the basis of this 
information the Council should de¬ 
termine ; 

(a) whether any new development 
is required, 

(b) if so, of what nature and of 
what size, 

(c) the relationship between each 
proposed tourist development and 
planning for the whole Island, 

(d) how the development will con¬ 
tribute money to meet the Island's 
cost of providing facilities..** 
Chairman: "Seconded Cr. Blucher." 
Cr. McIntyre: "Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. The important point 
about discussions for the develop¬ 
ment of a large hotel seems to me 
on analysis Mr. Chairman to be what 
do we have in mind as an overall 
view for the whole of the Island?... 


"Local people have been told that 
they should have upgraded their 
facilities and invested more heavily 
in the past and covered their bets, 
but it seems to me that that is not 
a fair reflection of what has happen¬ 
ed. They have in fact, like every¬ 
body else been discouraged from 
investing in accommodation for a 
number of reasons... 

"I finally believe, and I haven't 
always thought this, that the 
main thing to my mind for Norfolk 
Island tourism is that our strength 
first and in future is in the personal 
hospitality and contact of our 
smaller accommodation establish¬ 
ments, and in the mainten ance of 
our quiet and easy-going atmos¬ 
phere... 

"My motion proposes that we 
stop and look around before we pro¬ 
ceed..." 

Bits of the debate that followed: 

Cr. Quintal: "Yes, Mr. Chairman, 

I also agree with a lot of what Cr. 
McIntyre has said especially when 
he mentioned that we should make 
our policy clear. I fully agree with 
that statement because in the past 
we have made a proper mess of the 
accommodation set-up on Norfolk../ 
Cr. Buffett: 

"By die Minister's decision com¬ 
municated to this community on 
8th May he gave a fair indication of 
what is to happen and that is it is 
going to move forward. I feel it’s 
started to do that now and I can't 
support a motion that again puts a 
stop on a very sizeable sector of the 
. community. But so that my non- 
support is not misunderstood, I 
would like to mention a couple of 
points - one in particular - that 1 
ag;ee with, made by Cr. McIntyre. 

I do agree that first opportunity 
should be given to Islander and 
Island-based persons..." 

Cr. MacKenzie: "I won’t support 
the motion but 1 feel there's a lot 
of common sense in what Cr. 
McIntyre has said but as I've men¬ 
tioned before 1 personally don't 
like to see this industry protected 
because 1 don't see how you will 
keep up the standard on Norfolk 
Island without allowing open com¬ 
petition...’ 

Cr. Bennett: "Well Sir, I have 
listened with interest to the debate 
and I've given the matter a lot of 
thought and I would support the 
motion if there was some date of 
completion of such a study..." 

The vote on Cr. McIntyre's-motion: 
McIntyre and Bennett in favour, all 
other Councillors against. 
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Move to get N.L history back under control 


AN OFFICIAL history of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, proposed by a former chaplain 
here, was warmly supported at the 
October Council meeting by Cr. Dav¬ 
id Buffett, who is also president of 
the Norfolk Museum Trust. Its aim 
would be weeding out 'Misleading" 
notions. This letter from Rev. Barry 
Marsh to the chairman was tabled: 

"I was bewteen • 5 December 1959 
and 22 October 1961 the Church of 
England Chaplain on Norfolk Island 
and I have returned to Norfolk 
Island for holiday visits in 1972 1 974 
1975 1976 and 1977. I met you 
briefly over afternoon tea in May 
1977. 

"I write now to request you to 
bring to the attention of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council for its consid¬ 
eration the need for a definitive 
or official history of Norfolk Island. 

I do so for the following reasons: 

"(a) Norfolk Island is an extra¬ 
ordinarily interesting place which 
has a somewhat diverse past 
including - 

(i) the periods of its use as a 
penal settlement 
(II) the period when the head- 
qu aners of the Melanesian 
Mission and the Diocese of 
Melanesia were located on 
it and 

(ill) the period of its developnent 
as die* home of the Pitcairns/ 
Norfolk Island community. 

"(b) Norfolk Island has played a 
significant role in the expansion of 
European civilisation in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

"(c) Norfolk Island has made a 
contribution to the history of two 
Australian colonies and of the 
Commonwealth. 

"(d) Norfolk Island has reached 
die point in its development where 
a definitive or official history is 
required for use by the many people 
who are interested in it. " 

"(e) Norfolk Island has produced a 
plethora of original documents which 
because of the diverse nature of its 
past are now scattered around the 
world in places like England the 
Australia • Capital Territory New 
South Wales Tasmania New Zealand 
as well as on Norfolk Island and 
which have not been historically 
researched in detail and 
"(0 Norfolk Island has in recent 
years suffered lamentably because 
of a confusion of fact and opinion 
which has often been put forward 
as history but which on careful and 
expert investigation might prove 
to be error and myth. 


"In case what I have said in (f) 
above might be misunderstood let 
me make several observations. In 
recent years Norfolk Island's history 
has figured in both the Norfolk 
Island and Australian mainland 
presses and in other forms of the 
media. Articles have been written 
and in them historical judgements 
have been made. Documents have 
been reproduced in an arbitrary and 
selective fashion and commentaries 
made on them. Memories and recol¬ 
lections have been called upon and 
and the results printed and put for¬ 
ward in other ways as substantive ma¬ 
terial. Opinions on historical matters 
have been canvassed and put forward 
as something other than opinion. Much 
of this kind of material which I have 
come across is lacking in careful his¬ 
torical investigation and evaluation 
and is often superficial and mislead¬ 
ing. The compilation of a definitive 
or official history now would do a 
great deal to set Norfolk Island's his¬ 
tory in its right and true perspective 
for the future benefits of residents 
and interested non-residents alike. 

"An example of die confusion and 
error of which I speak is the article 
which appeared in The Bay of 
Plenty Times of 2 June 1978 and 
which was reproduced by The Norfolk 
Islander of 17 June 1978 and re- 
ferred to in The Norfolk Island News 
of August 1978. The articles * was 
headlined "Resident uncovers alleged 
swindle" and is an enormous con¬ 
fusion of fact and error opinion and 
recollection in which a former gov¬ 
ernor of Norfolk Island two distin¬ 
guished bishops of the Church of 
England and the Melanesian Mission 
are very seriously maligned. To my 
knowledge neither The Norfolk 
Islander or The Norfolk Island News 
have printed a word of defence or 
refutation. 

"May 1 conclude with three obser¬ 
vations. The first and most 
important is that the suggestion of 
this letter is in no way to be taken 
as a derogation of the work of Mrs. 
Merval Hoare whose book I have and 
have read and re-read and is excel¬ 
lent for what it claims to be - and “ 
outline. The second is that I will be 
glad to amplify any of the matters 
taken up in this letter if Council 
wishes to pursue the question. The 
third is that I do not wish Council in 
any way to regard my proposal as a 
request for support of my own histori¬ 
cal investigations relating to Norfolk 
Island. I have a genuine desire to 
see Norfolk Island's history investi¬ 


gated and set before us by a compet¬ 
ent professional historian. ” 

* As in The Rev. Marsh's letter. 


Cr. David Buffett read a passage of 
Rev. Marsh's letter - the six sentences 
starting with 'In recent years Norfolk 
Island’s history has figured in both 
the Norfolk Island and mainland 
presses..." and including his com¬ 
ments about much material being 
lacking in careful historical investi¬ 
gation and evaluation, and often 
being superficial and misleading. 

Cr. Buffet said he thought the pas¬ 
sage he had quoted was "very appro¬ 
priate" and suggested that because 
of Norfolk's close attachment with 
Australia, it might be feasible to 
get some subsidy for having an "of¬ 
ficial" history compiled. 

The Administrator suggested he 
might write Canberra about the idea, 
and Council supported die Admini¬ 
strator’s doing so. 

The News comments; 

Rev. Marsh's and Cr. Buffett's eag¬ 
erness for an Official history leads 
one to wish to know more. 

Presumably they believe that pro¬ 
claiming a history to be Official 
would firmly, perhaps legally, es¬ 
tablish that it contains the one "right 
and true perspective". 

Who would hold the power to decide 
this? Parliament? The Minister? Per¬ 
haps it could be added to die powers 
of the proposed Legislative Assembly. 
In this case, should the Administra¬ 
tor have a veto? 

Once an Official history had been 
proclaimed, is it thought that people 
would be able to question or chal¬ 
lenge it publicly? Or would this need 
to be done clandestinely, in whisper¬ 
ed voices, behind drawn curtains? 

When the authorities take charge 
of the history books it can be very 
oppressive for the common people. 
This process can be understood by a 
reading of George Orwell's "1984", 
or a study of Russian history in rec¬ 
ent decades, or a study of the Pitcairn 
people. 

As to Rev. Marsh's specific criticism 
of The News. We completely agree 
that the "Bay of Plenty Times" article 
was an enormous confusion of fact and 
error - but the fact is that The News 
didn't deal with it at all, one way or 
another. We dealt directly with an 
old Norfolk "minute book” mentioned 
in the article, which may (or may 
not) have significance for Norfolk’s 
history. It's quite uncharacteristic of 
Rev. Marsh to express public disappro¬ 
val for something he obviously didn't 
have time to read very carefully. 
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starfish worsening 
on Pago Pago reefs 

THE DIRECTOR OF Marine Resources 
in Pago Pago, American Samoa, has 
reported that the “alamea" -- Crown 
of Thorns Starfish -- infestation is 
worsening. 

He said that Fagasa Bay, which was 
virtually without alamea three months 
months ago, now has a major front of 
the reef-killing starfish that has kil¬ 
led about 50% of the live coral in the 
area. There are several other sites 
along the north and west shores of 
Tutila that, like Fagasa Bay, had no 
known concentration of the alamea 
about six months ago, but now show 
heavy infestations. 


Australia helps Tonga 
with S3M In 1978/79 

TONGA IS EXPECTED to receive some¬ 
thing in excess of $3 million from 
Australia during the year ending in 
June 1979 for funding of programmes 
under Australian aid. 

Dr. Richard C. Manning, head of 
the Australian aid mission and first 
assistant secretary in charge of the 
Bilateral Programmes Division of the 
Australian Development Assistance 
Bureau (ADAB), recently visited 
Tonga. 

The Australian aid team had dis¬ 
cussions with individual govern¬ 
ment departments and they met 
with the Development Co-ordination 
Committee on October 6. 

Dr. Manning said out of these 
meetings his party had developed 
with the Tongan Government an 
agreed list of priority programmes 
and activities - some of which are 
still on-going activities and others 
which require action on the part 
of the Tongan and Australian 
Governments. 

Major on-going activities which 
will be given high priority include 
rehabilitation and extension of hos¬ 
pitals in Vava'u - an activity which 
will require aid funds of about $2 
million over a period of some four 
years. 


The Tongan Government has sought 
aid on other activities which still 
await finalisation by the Australian 
Government. 

These activities include two major 
development programmes - the 
Queen Salote Wharf extension and 
the rebuilding of the desiccated 
coconut factory managed by the 
Commodities Board. 

The Queen Salote Wharf extension 
will be phased over four or five 
years. The present estimated cost 
is around $6{ million, according to 
Dr. Manning. 

Other large activities sought by the 
government which will be funded 
over the next several years include 
some support for the smaller electric 
schemes, funding for the Develop¬ 
ment Bank, fuel storage facilities in 
Vava'u, extension of the Tonga High 
School and some facilities for the 
Nukualofa Fire Services. 

The kingdom will also seek aid 
from Australia on fisheries program¬ 
mes, for road sealing in the villages 
of Tongatapu, and airport develop¬ 
ment in outer areas. 

The aid mission left for Western 
Samoa on October 6. 

University courses to 
Islands by satellite 

THE UNITED STATES is starting to 
pay more attention to the South 
Pacific islands. 

Richard Holbrooke, assistant secre¬ 
tary of state for East Asian and Pacific 
affairs, says that "the transition from 
colonial rule to independence must 
Inevitably alter the relationship be¬ 
tween the U. S. and the South Pacific 
region. In less than two decades, 
seven independent nations have em¬ 
erged in the area." 

He noted that there were signs of 
growing Russian and Chinese interest 
in the South Pacific. 

A U.S. ambassador has been accre¬ 
dited to Tonga and to Western Samoa, 
and an additional diplomatic post in 
the region will be considered. 

In addition to diplomatic, commer¬ 
cial and cultural links with the Sou* 
Pacific, the U. S. is expanding its 
educational assistance to the region. 


This includes assistance to the Uni¬ 
versity of die South Pacific in Fiji 
to expand its extension services. 
Through the use of television beamed 
from a U. S. satellite, it is becoming 
possible for students in Pacific islands 
to take university-level courses while 
remaining on their home islands. 

There will also be increased assistance 
to islands students wanting to study 
at U.S. universities. 

N.Z.'s refreshing 
views on the Islands 

THE IDEA that large countries know 
what is best few Pacific islanders is 
"outdated and erroneous", according 
to Mr. Brian Talboys, Deputy Prime 
Minister of New Zealand. 

In an address to New Zealand's 
"Volunteer Service Abroad" organi¬ 
sation he said that New Zealanders 
should "not be surprised if the 
comments of island leaders about 
New Zealand have some of the tart¬ 
ness which our people sometimes 
use of Australia or the United States 
or Japan." 

Mr. Talboys said that life in 
Pacific islands was not the leisurely 
idyll shown in tourist posters, but was 
hard and earnest for the majority of 
islanders. 

"The tools the (island) leaders have 
to handle this situation have their 
deficiencies, “ he said. "They have 
inherited constitutions based largely 
on the Westminster pattern. On 
occasions these have been grafted 
reasonably successfully onto the tra¬ 
ditional political structure. But the 
Pacific way is to talk a subject through 
until a very widely acceptable con¬ 
census is reached. 

"The Westminster model almost de¬ 
mands yeas, and nays, proposers and 
opposers, political parties, public 
votes. Especially in very small com¬ 
munities the system has not only in¬ 
adequacies but positive dangers. 

"But far from overthrowing West- 
minster-type constitutions they have 
usually worked within the restrictions 
involved, struggling to reconcile 
what must often seem irreconcilable. 

"The temptation to move towards 
one-party states along African lines 
is there. Such a system has some 
affinity with traditional Pacific pol¬ 
itical procedure. But this option has 
thus far been rejected by Pacific 
leaders. 

"Again, Pacific Governments have 
shown imagination in the ways they 
have tried to soften the impact of 
oil price rises and world recession and 
to raise living standards among their 
people. One government is reverting 
to sail in its inter-island fleet. An- 
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other is experimenting with wind 
power to put electric lights into its 
outer island villages. 

"A third -- in this case Papua New 
Guinea --is engaging in a whole 
range of interesting experiments 
designed to work out solutions to de¬ 
velopment problems uniquely de¬ 
signed for its own situation. All 
governments in the area are conscious 
of the need to utilise what the de¬ 
velopment buffs call "appropriate 
technology". And all governments 
are today conscious of the desirabil¬ 
ity of preserving what remains of 
their traditional cultures and social 
systems in the face of imported sub¬ 
stitutes which seldom fit. It would 
be all too easy for the Pacific to be¬ 
come a series of hand-out societies, 
living on the charity of others. 

"But the dangers of this are increas¬ 
ingly seen in the Pacific. As one 
leader told an international meeting 
several years ago: "Perhaps the 
biggest lesson we have to learn as 
aid recipients is to be able to say 'no'. 

"The point I wish to make is that 
with all the blemishes there are 
around the Pacific --as elsewhere -- 
with all the shortcomings and occa» 
sional inadequacies and aberrations, 
the South Pacific countries are making 
a very good fist indeed of running 
their own affairs. And most are doing 
it in democratic ways and without un¬ 
due trauma. . 

"My second point is that by and 
large the Pacific has been extremely 
well served by the leaders who are 
bringing them through these difficult 
years. 

"So now we come to a question which 
affects all New Zealanders: how 
should we be reacting to this new 
Pacific? What is our role in it? What 
are our options in adapting to an in - 
dependent, vigorous, proud Pacific? 

"First and probably foremost we must 
accept that no outside country is go¬ 
ing to tell the Pacific what the ans¬ 
wers are any more. Apart from the 
fact that we don’t always have the 
right answers anyway, the experience 
of the past shows that it is the people 
and leaders of the Pacific themselves 
who will most surely find the appro¬ 
priate road to follow. 

"It is only they who understand fully 
the hopes and aspirations and fears of 
their particular society. So it is only 
they who can say what motivates 
their people and hence how their 
system may be mobilised towards 
adaptation or change. Indeed it is 
only the Pacific people themselves 
who can say whether they want change 
at all -- and if so at what speed. We 
will help out. But there are limita¬ 


tions to what outsiders may achieve. 

"We do not now see ourselves as 
the natural and exclusive leader of 
a latter-day South Pacific federation. 
We see ourselves as partners with our 
neighbours in a joint endeavour to 
achieve a reasonable life for our 
peoples. In the Pacific Forum our 
voice is no greater than that of any 
other member. Indeed that organ¬ 
isation was established very much 
by the island countries themselves. 

"This is not always fully understood. 
We do not seek exclusive influence 
in the region. We welcome the 
growing interest shown by Australia 
and by others in the region. We 
certainly do not see them as 
competitors. 

"I come now to a delicate area 
of our relations with our neighbours. 
There have been some rather harsh 
things said in recent years by some 
South Pacific leaders about the in¬ 
volvement of New Zealand in their 
affairs. I occasionally regret the 
acerbity of such remarks -- and the 
fact that they tend to appear as 
headlines in the press rather than 
as items on an agenda for quiet dis¬ 
cussion and resolution. But I do -- 
I think -- understand why they are 
made. The facts are that we are 
larger, more populous, more afflu¬ 
ent, more technically advanced 
than our Pacific neighbours. We are 
also for many their most important 
market. Our capacity to work good 
or wreak harm in their societies 
through our trade, immigration, aid, 
civil aviation, tourism, shipping, 
education policies and actions is 
very considerable indeed. 

"These are facts of life. We value 
our sovereignty. So do the South 
Pacific states. If we feel ours is 
being infringed by insensitivity or 
plain ignorance, we say so. So do 
they. That is as it should be. We 
should not be surprised if the com¬ 
ments of island leaders about New 
Zealand have some of the tartness 
which our people sometimes use of 
Australia or the United States or 
Japan. 

"One can sometimes detect occa¬ 
sional evidence of what I might call 
a new paternalism in the relation¬ 
ship of some of our institutions to 
their counterparts in the South Paci¬ 
fic. There is the occasional sug¬ 
gestion that the Pacific is indepen¬ 
dent but we still know best what 
is good for the islanders. If it is 
not said it is sometimes seen as be¬ 
ing implied. 

"That attitude must go. It is not 
only out-dated, it is also erroneous. 
And it does New Zealand untold 
harm." 



X 
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LIVING 


Norfolk 


(.CONTINUED REMINISCENCES 

of two lovely Island ladies of different 
generations - personal memories of 
Norfolk Island's past, for pleasure and 
enjoyment.) 


Kingston, with many of its classic 
Georgian buildings beautifully re¬ 
stored by the Australian Government 
was once just 'home' to many 
islanders. It has often been des¬ 
cribed as a natural playground for 
the children who lived there. It 
was a very close community - 
the Kingston folk and their descen¬ 
dants having a special affinity 
amongst themselves. 

Aunt Sue continues. 

"There was a big family in 
'Engineers Cottage" - Tom Buffett's 
family. Tom was the second young¬ 
est - it was a big family, really. 

John Buffett ' Sharney' and his family 
lived there. Let's see, there was 
Alice, Mary, Henry, Eta, Tootie, 
Pearl and Tommy." 

Mary remembered the family vividly. 

"There's only one alive out of 
that huge family. Tootie was killed 
in the war, Henry died in Burma. 

It was a beautiful family. Their 
Mother was a very lovely woman." 
Aunt Sue recalled the Robinsons. 

"They lived in what is the Lions 
Club now. It was another big fam¬ 
ily. There was Cobby, Jack - he 
was handsome, Mrs. Rossiter was 
Ethel, Aunt May (Daisy's Mother) 
and one died. M 

"Do you remember Owen Wade, 
Aunt Sue?" 

"Only just. He lived up in Queens¬ 
land and used to come down every 
so often and he always brought me 
a tin of zu zu mixed biscuits." 

"And there was Aunt Mag and Uncle 
Tom Quintal - they were in the long 
row of houses." 

"Then there was the Adams family 
on the same row along Slaughter Bay. 
I don’t remember all their names. 

I only remember Brassy and Willie, 

- he died in Sydney. ” 

"I can remember the ruins where 
Aunt Nan's place was, down near 
Slaughter Bay. Aunt Nan's husband 
was George Quintal - Tommy 
Buffett's Uncle. He used to ring the 
bell at Church. ” 

"There was Dinah and Cecie ..." 
Aunt Sue, in her seventies, remem¬ 



bered her Great Uncle 'Macey* who 
lived at Flagstaff. 

"He was a barrister - lived on top 
of the hill, where Dottie’s new house 
is. He was Dottie's grandfather - 
he practiced on the island for a time. 
He got his degree in New Zealand 
and I think he was among those that 
Bishop Selwyn of the Melanesian 
Mission chose to have educated. ” 

"Let’s get back to Kingston, Aunt 
Sue." 

"Right - well, in Quality Row there 
was Aunt Eva and Aunt Alva. The 
first house was the Parsonage of the 
Church of England, as I remember. 
The next one was Stevenson's 
('Stevo'). Jean Mitchell's grand¬ 
parents lived in the third one. That 
was Uncle Greg and Aunt Jane. She 
was a Buffett." 

Mary said this was way before her 

"Aunt Taba lived in the fourth 
house - that's Granny's Aunt Taba 
Quintal. They got burnt down on 
purpose so the Government wouldn't 
take the house. ” 

Mary remembered the Methodist 
Parsonage was there too. And Mr. 
Smith and Nellie Smith lived on 
Quality Row. 

"Phillip McCoy and his family 
lived in the house that hasn't been 
done up yet. They reckoned that 
anyone who lived there ended up 
with T. B. because it was too damp." 

"I know, " agreed Aunt Sue. 

•Carty' Christian lived in the house 
in the old Military Barracks. Nella's 
grandparents. And Beattie's grand¬ 
mother 'Al' Hunt Christian lived in 
Old Military Barracks in a house 
there. Beattie, Hagar, Vyner and 
their sisters and brother. " 

"There used to be a family called 
Gondons. There was Amy, Toothie, 
Louis, Lucy and Lucien. They lived 
at the end of Slaughter Bay but 
there isn’t a sign of that house any 
more." 

"You know where the creek is, 
after you've been at Slaughter Bay 
and you're coming up past the foot¬ 
ball f ield?" queried Aunt Sue. 

"Well, there used t o be a house 
there called 'Aunt Jane Longhouse'." 


"Yes, her daughter was Mrs. 

Howard Christian who owned the 
big house at the end of Ball Bay - 
it's empty now, but they reckon 
there was a ghost in it. They had 
a shop there - she and her husband - 
and they ran what they called 'The 
Club'.” 

(to be continued.) 

| mw miew\ 

FOR THE PAST couple of months two 
copies of a remarkable new book have 
been passed from hand to hand around 
the Island, and read with intense 
interest. 

"South Pacific Dossier" is a compil¬ 
ation of fact sheets, articles by more 
than 20 Pacific authors, photos, 
drawings, poems and maps covering 
the current situation in 17 South 
Pacific island countries and territor¬ 
ies. 

What makes the Dossier so fascin¬ 
ating is that it expresses the views 
and the voices of the people of the 
islands, rather than the- "official” 
views held in the large countries 
around the Pacific. 

Norfolk is not covered, because the 
book is a publication of the Austral¬ 
ian Council for Overseas Aid, and 
Norfolk doesn't qualify for "overseas 
aid" because it’s administered by 
Australia. 

But die concerns and Interests of 
people in the other islands are strik¬ 
ingly similar to those of the people 
on Norfolk. It comes as a refresh¬ 
ing surprise to realise how close the 
parallels are. 

What is the best kind of govern¬ 
ment in the islands? How can "pro¬ 
cess” be achieved without destroy¬ 
ing old cultural values? What do 
island peoples really think of the 
giant colonial powers? South Pac¬ 
ific Dossier presents interesting dis¬ 
cussions of such questions by a wide 
range of people - from the conserv¬ 
ative, development-minded view 
of Peter Kenilorea, the new Prime 
Minister of the Solomon Islands, to 
the near-incendiary views of Dewe 
Gorodey, a leader of the Kanak 
movement in.New Caledonia. 

Through the Dossier the main 
philosophy that emerges is that 
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people of the Pacific prefer their 
own identity rather than being sub¬ 
merged into the large powers. 

The book quotes this from Papua 
New Guinea poet Kumalau Tawali: 
“Not the thoughts of Chairman Mao 
"Not the genius animality of 
Stalin 

"Not the evil calculation of Marx's 
dialectics 

“Not the piousness of soft clericals 
“Not the rationalisation of scien¬ 
tists and philosophers of immorality 
“Not the greed of capitalist in¬ 
humanity 

"Not the sentimentality of detente 
“Neither the nihilism of intel¬ 
lectuals 

“Nor the brutality of fascism 
“But the dynamism of quietness 
in the hearts of our people 
“Checking each fault 
“Calming each fear 
" Speaking as the ocean breeze 
at sunset 

“Of shedding greed 
“Of shedding hate 
"New men, new women 
“Out latent might 
"Pacific Free! 

"Pacific Peace: " 

In a more resentful vein is a 
poem from Moses Ymal Uludong in 
Micronesia that begins - 
“I never invited you 
“but you came to my island 
"and I welcomed you 
"You told me 
“I was a savage 
" and I believed you... " 

But poetry is hardly more than an 
incidental part of "South Pacific 
Dossier”. The book includes re¬ 
liable fact-sheets on the Islands 
from Papua New Guinea (and Irian 
Jaya) to Tahiti - each giving basic 
geographical and population data, 
a capsule history, form of govern¬ 
ment, the economy, communica¬ 
tions, relations with Australia, 
value of trade with Australia, and 
membership in international 
organisations. 

It isn't a book for reading at one 
sitting. It isn’t simply a good, up- 
to-date reference work, although 
it is worth its $4.25 price just for 
that. 

It is a remarkable revelation of 
what is actually happening in the 
other islands of the South Pacific - 
and in die minds of the people of 
the other islands. And that is essen¬ 
tial information for anyone who 
wants to understand what is really 
happening on Norfolk these days. 
Copies are available on die Island 
now. 


FOR MONTHS, WE have been having 
so much rain that many plants were 
getting too much liquid, but al¬ 
ready we could do with a good 
soaking, as the surface soil is dry. 

As readers of these gardening 
notes will know I am a great believ¬ 
er in the hoe keeping the ground 
loose and friable during the dry 
months, so keep up the hoeing. 

Although flower gardens were late 
this spring, there is no shortage of 
colour "behind the hedges". Many 
are just a riot of colour. 

Now is the time to plant the 
following annuals, asters, zinnias 
and french marigolds. 

Roses are showing spot, also some 
hibiscus, so a spray with any recom¬ 
mended spray will be beneficial; 
Zineb, Garden - Doctor or Master, 



HAVE YOU ever thought what a 
waste it seems to throw away all 
those outer leaves of a lettuce? 

Well here, as a starter, is one way 
you may make good use of them. 

Let us then have a somewhat differ¬ 
ent chicken followed by an old Eng¬ 
lish dessert. 

LETTUCE SOUP 

12 outside lettuce leaves (washed 
and shredded) 

1 small onion or leeks with the 
green part also (chopped) 

1 packet Cream of Chicken Soup 
1 cup milk 
3 cups water 

A good shake of paprika, nutmeg, 
salt and pepper to taste. 

Braise lettuce leaves and onions or 
leeks in butter. 

Make up your chicken soup with 
milk and water, simmer for a few 
seconds. 

Blend lettuce leaves and onions with 
a little of the soup mixture - when 
blended, pour mixture into the rest of 
your chicken soup and simmer a fur- 


some of these. 

Rust will also show up soon, in 
gerberas, so be just ahead of it and 
spray first. Prevention is better 
than cure. Always remember to 
spray early or late, not in the heat 
of the day. For powder type, or 
dusts, always early while the dew 
is on foliage. 

1 am sure everyone admires orchids 
in their many varieties, so why not 
grow some? They do not deserve 
their reputation of being difficult, 
and they repay by their long flower¬ 
ing period. Did you notice the 
beautiful mauve orchid, Nobile, 
which I was sad to see in potted 
plant section at the recent show? 

It should have been in "best orchid" 
class for it was a really beautiful 
specimen of Dendrobin orchid. 


ther 10-15 minutes. 

Serve hot with garlic bread or herb 
rolls. Serves 4. 

This Banana & Ginger Meringue 
Cake came from an old recipe and 
was served at the Duke of York Inn 
at Iddesleigh, Devon; 

BANANA & GINGER MERINGUE CAKE 
5 large egg whites 
10 oz. caster sugar 
1 tablespoon of vinegar 
16 fl. oz. of cream 

5 ripe firm bananas 

6 large lumps of preserved ginger 
Pre-heat the oven to 300 degrees 

Prepare 2 baking sheets by wetting 
them and lining them with oiled 
greaseproof paper. Whisk egg whites 
till they're stiff but not dry and form 
soft peaks. Now whisk in the sugar 
bit by bit and when all the sugar is 
in whisk in the vinegar. 

Spoon the meringue in two circular 
shapes, one on each prepared tin 
using a palette knife to help keep a 
round shape. Place meringues in 
the oven, immediately turn the heat 
down to 275 degrees, close the door 
and leave them there for an hour. 
Then turn the heat off and allow the 
meringues to cool and dry out inside 
the oven until quite cold. Before 
serving peel off the greaseproof paper 
and sandwich the 2 meringues together 
with whipped cream, the sliced ban¬ 
anas and finely chopped preserved 
ginger. 
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Gilbert Islands - Fact Sheets Fiji - Fact Sheets American Samoa - Fact Sheets Tonga - Fact Sheets 


Nauru - Fact Sheets French Polynesia - Fact Sheets Papua New Guinea - Fact Sheets 

Tuvalu — Fact Sheets Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands — Fact Sheets New Caledonia — Fact Sheets 

Solomon Islands — Fact Sheets New Hebrides - Fact Sheets Western Samoa — Fact Sheets 

Cook Islands - Fact Sheets Ocean Island — Fact Sheets Irian Jaya — Fact Sheets Niue — Fact Sheets 


South Pacific 
Dossier 

131 PAGES INCLUDING PACIFIC MAP - $4.25 



It has been too easy To view the South Pacific as a perpetual summer of white beaches in a 
calm blue ocean shaded by swaying palm trees. But do we know of the Pacific Islanders’ 
hopes, their dreams, their aspirations, their illusions and their disillusions? It is our hope 
that the South Pacific Dossier will help to answer some of these questions. 
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THE DAYS fly past far too quickly. 
.At least now that the sun rises earlier 
one can fit a few more activities in 
to die day. The weather here on 
Norfolk for the past few days has 
been glorious; not too much wind 
and plenty of lovely warm sun. Per¬ 
haps summer Is not far away. After 
such a bleak cold winter, I think 
everyone Is looking forward to the 
warmer weather. 

October on Norfolk was quite a 
busy month - the most important 
event of course was the Agricultural 
& Horticultural Society’s Show Day 
held this year on Monday, 9th Octo¬ 
ber. To enable the public to watch 
the equestrian events as well as have 
sufficient time to view the exhibits 
in Rawson Hall, the adult equestrian 
events commenced at 10.30 a. m. 

The children’s section was held the 
previous afternoon - Sunday. At 
1.30 p.m. a large crowd was gather¬ 
ed at the steps of Rawson Hall for the 
official opening. 

Although the quality of die exhi¬ 
bits was really terrific, the number 
of persons exhibiting was very small. 
This was particularly noticeable in 
the Preserves, Floral Art and Cook¬ 
ery Sections. Surely it hasn’t got to 
die stage here on Norfolk where 
we're all too busy to do even one 
entry. Perhaps next year everyone 
can make just that little bit of effort 
to put In at least one and not leave 
it to the same few each year. It 
was really pleasing in the Cookery 
Section to see new "faces”. Well 
done to Val Page, Llneata Matea, 
Jill Karl and Veronica Allen. Marie 
Freshwater, Edie Christian and Mar¬ 
garet Smith had all worked hard 
for this section too. Margaret Jones 
was very proud of her prize-winning 
sponge which really did look most 
Inviting! 

The Needlework and Handcrafts 
Sections this year were a delight 
to behold. The entries were ex¬ 
quisite -babies' garments entered 
by Dyann Fitzpatrick. Jan Reeves, 
Joan Nola and Dale Hogden, child¬ 
ren's and adults' garments made in 
a variety of ways by Jemima Cook, 
and Dy Fitzpatrick. Jan Pearson was 
successful with her tapestry. 

The enthusiasm of the spinners and 


weavers w$s evident by the number 
of entries in the handspun items. 
Heather Glen and Maggie Corby bad 
been busy In this section. Macrame 
drew a good deal of interest this year. 
Mrs. Stehr, Ruth Buffett and Elaine 
and Ned Lenthall were successful 
entrants here. Many artists had been 
very busy too. Noticed work here 
entered by Margaret Smith, Maggie 
Corby, the Rev. & Mrs. Kitchen 
and Rita Compton. It was pleasing 
to see the men taking a very active 
part too with entries by Ken Clarke 
and Jack Huckstep in the murals and 
the woodwork sections. 

Oh dear, I know there are many 
I've overlooked and those who 
didn't win a prize are just as impor¬ 
tant to the success of the Show. 

The size and abundance of vege¬ 
tables were indicatfve of the good 
rainfall the Island has had during the 
winter months. Eric Adams was 
successful with a huge drumhead 
cabbage. Merv. Buffett’s boys had 
grown some huge carrots, both red 
and white ones. Phillip Evans must 
have been very busy in his garden 
out at Anson Bay and Lou Evans was 
successful with his wide variety of 
produce. Must make mention of 
Edie Christian's entry in the Best Bri¬ 
dal Arrangement in the Floral Art 
Section. Her bridal and bridesmaids' 
sprays were beautiful, made from 
tiny roses in an apricot shade. Her 
floral carpet made from those tiny 
green roses was lovely too. 

The photographic exhibits are al¬ 
ways very Interesting. I particularly 
liked Max Hobbins' group of three 
black and whites of Norfolk interest. 
Gwen Plant and Trevor Calder were 
successful in the photography too. 
Perhaps a few more could be encour¬ 
aged to enter the Under 14 year olds 
next year. 

There isn't enough room here to 
cover the entire show, but 1 must 
mention the children’s sections. 

The standard and number of entries 
showed the keeness of the children. 
The judges must have had a very 
hard time indeed. I was particular¬ 
ly taken with the vegetable models 
and the collages. 

In die livestock, Jim Taverner, 
Elizabeth McCoy, Bernie Christian- 


Bailey, Rebecca and Matthew Chris¬ 
tian were successful in the Dairy 
Section. In the Beef Sections, those 
with successful entries included 
Peter Summerscales, Greg Quintal, 
John Ryves, Allan Bataille, Marge 
Trollope, Kay Woods and Archie 
Bigg. Supreme Champion Animal 
was won by Bernie Christian-Bailey's 
jersey cow "Major Vale". 

In the equestrian events the Points 
Prize was won by Kaye Woods in 
the Ladies Section and Bernie Chris¬ 
tian-Bailey won the Points Prize for 
the men. 

Points Prize for the children and 
winner of the N. I. Junior Equestrian 
Cup was Linda Wood. 

After the Show was over other 
activities which kept people busy 
during October were the Rugby League 
Presentation Night, the League itself 
and then each Individual team had 
its own Presentation Night. 

One night many people had been 
looking forward to was the drawing 
of the Lions Club-Holiday Raffle 
which took place at a Dinner Dance 
in Rawson Hall on Saturday, 14th 
October. Again, Enid and Garry 
Clarke had been busy with their 
band of workers in decorating the 
hall. "Around the World" was their 
theme with hot air balloons and 
small planes decorating the ceiling. 
The Lions' ladies provided a lovely 
dinner served smorgasbord style. 

About 11 p.m. Max Hobbins, M.C. 
announced the time had come. 

The successful prizewinners were 
1st prize - William (Yarm) Menzies - 
a very popular win; 2nd prize to Fay 
Bataille. Other prizewinners included 
George Plant, Lyn Sterling, Joe Jen¬ 
kins and Ted Semple. Fenella 
Evans was the lucky winner of the 
1st door prize - 6 wine goblets made 
by Norfolk Island Potteries, and 
2nd prize - a jewelled cigarette case - 
was won by Judy Aafjes - sister-in- 
law to Gerry. A delightful evening 
with "Sneaky’s Band" encouraging 
everyone onto the dance floor with 
their lively music. 

Cheerio for now! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oik 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CA LEDON1ENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

; agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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Australia’s Plan to 
Keep Norfolk 
a Colony 

COMPLETE COVERAGE OF AUSTRALIA'S NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 1978 
•NEW EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TELLS WHAT'S REALLY IN THE 
BILL #AMAZING COMPARISON OF WHAT NIMMO OFFERED AND 
WHAT COUNCIL ACTUALLY GOT 0FALSE ASSURANCES CIRCULATED 
ABOUT THE BILL #WHO GAINS, WHO LOSES ON 40 SEPARATE POINTS 


Commonwealth moves to 
claim Island’s waters 

Pitcairners’ historic rights 
are pushed aside 


Australian and U.N. 
principles violated 

Bid for Council approval fails 


ISLAND NEWS... LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. .. LORD HOWE TICKS OFF REPRESENTATIVES 

' ... NORFOLK CONVICT MANUSCRIPT PUBLISHED FOR FIRST TIME_REMINISCENCES 

OF OLD NORFOLK... GOOD WINES "IN BOND"... HELEN PAYNE... LETTER FROM HOME 





I nt6 r n 3 1 i on 91 duty free 

TAYLORS-ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELOOMg 


ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


I~1 RA DI OS -- C AS SETTE S 

POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO ■ AKA I 

| | HI - FI EQ UI PME NT 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO A KAI SANYO 

| | WATCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES; 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 

[~| APP LIANCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BREVILLE 

□ TYPEW RITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

| | JEWELLERY 

GOLD & SILVER CHAINS 
AND BRACELETS 

| | SPO R TING EQU IPME NT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

| | DIVING GE AR 

LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK - 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO¬ 
FESSIONAL OR SPORT DIVER 


[ | REC ORDS AND CASSETT ES 

FULL RANGE - LATEST RELEASES 
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Australia’ s aim: keep colo nial rule 
Council unwilling to approve Bill 


AFTER SIX MONTHS of secrecy ab¬ 
out negotiations with the-Norfolk 
Island Council ^<*1 a new form qjf 
government for the Island, Austra¬ 
lia introduced the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 in its House of Represent¬ 
atives on November 23rd. 

Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Minister for 
Home Affairs, told the House that 
the Bill was designed to "ensure the 
preservation of die Commonwealth's 
responsibility" on Norfolk. 

He made no mention of restoring 
self-government to the Island. In¬ 
stead he said the Bill would let res¬ 
idents become "increasingly involv¬ 
ed. " J ' 

Highlights of the Bill ; f* 

#Norfolk is to be classified and 
governed as an Australian possess¬ 
ion - a territory "of" the Common¬ 
wealth. This conflicts wiiiythe bas¬ 
is on which Australia was handed 
responsibility for Norfolk's'good gov¬ 
ernment in 1914. The documents 
involved in die 1914 hand-over 
show that Norfolk remained a dis¬ 
tinct and separate settlement "under 
the authority of" the Commonwealth. 

•The ocean economic zone ar¬ 
ound Norfolk is to be officially clas¬ 
sified as not being part of the Island. 
This is apparently preparation for 
the Commonwealth to claim! all 
fishing and mineral rights in 125, - 
000 square miles around Norfolk. 

•The historic rights of the Pit¬ 
cairners, who were given Norfolk 
as their homeland in 1856, have 
been dismissed. There is no com¬ 
ment on diem or provision for them 
in the Bill or even in Mr. Ellicott's 
speech. 

•A locally-elected "Legislative 
Assembly" is to be permitted to 
handle a small range of municipal 
obligations, but Australia retains 
the right to cancel any Assembly 
action on these within six months. 

All significant governmental poli¬ 
cies remain under complete Com¬ 
monwealth control. 

Several elected members of Nor¬ 
folk's advisory Council expressed 
support for the Bill when copies 
first became available on the Isl¬ 
and. Council had discussed details 
of government with Mr. Ellicott 
in a secret series of meetings start¬ 
ing last May, and had seen the ne¬ 
gotiations as being at least a start 
toward self-government. 


But as they studied the Bill's fin¬ 
al form and began getting first re¬ 
actions from'residents/4 number 
of Councillors began to" develop 
serious misgivings. 

The Commonwealth-appointed 
Administrator on Norfolk, Mr. D. 

V.O’Leary,*made early inquiries 
about die possibility of Council’s 
voting unanimous endorsement of 
the Bill when it met on Dec. 13th, 
but the Idea was quickly abandon¬ 
ed. 

When Council did meet on the 
13th no motion to approve the Bill 
was even tabled. 

This was a major set-bick for tjie 
Commonwealth, which had reasdn 
to hope that Councillors who had 
sat through all the negotiations 
would be ready to support the Bill. 

. If the Issue had been forced on the 
• 13th The jNews believes that a mo¬ 
tion to support the Bill would not 
have beert agreed to by the neces¬ 
sary five out of eight elected Coun¬ 
cillors, and would have failed*, 

A defeat in Council would not-; 
have had any legal effect oil the 
Commonwealth but would have left 
it needing to ram the Bill through 
despite the opposition of Norfolk's 
only elected representatives. 

The inability of the Bill to stand 
a vote at Council's first meeting 
after its tabling makes a radical 
change in the political situation 
on. Norfplk. 

Instead of continuing their months 
of collaboration with Mr. Ellicott's 
plan of action. Councillors are novr- 
watching anxiously to see which 
way Island opinions will crystallise, 
and are examining what amend-" 
ments are necessary to make the 
Bill acceptable to the Island. 

Several Councillors - how many 
is not certain, but probably a maj¬ 
ority -have decided that they lean 
not support even an amended/form 
of the Bill unless they are confi¬ 
dent that most Island electors fav¬ 
our it. 

Further negotiation with Mr. El¬ 
licott has thus become necessary 
before Council is ready to cast its 
votes for or against any form of 
j the, Sill, .jv ft fj 

The renewed negotiations will 
involve some highly controversial 
points. 

These may include the benefits 


from Norfolk's ocean zone, Island 
control pver tax money raised on 
the Island, and die right to deter¬ 
mine wtfat levels of social welfare 
benefits are appropriate for fee Isl¬ 
and. 

Still mote controversial, consid¬ 
ering the^colonjalist ideas Austra¬ 
lia has re-asserled in the Bill, are 
recognition of the Island's separate 
and distinct status, rising out of the 
terms of the 1914 hand-over, and 
the right of the people of the Isl¬ 
and to self-determination under 
U.N. principles that Australia has 
endorsed internationally. 

It. seems probabje that Councillors 
did'nqt ask Mr. Ellicott, during the 
five months of negotiations, for a 
clear, public statement of the Com¬ 
monwealth's position on these basic 
issues. y' f ’ \ 

Councillors n^ay ipave assumed 
that Mr. Ellicott had no authority 
to yield on these issues, and may 
have refrained from raising them 
in order to avoid confrontation and 
keep the negotiations alive. 

The negotiations appeared to have 
ended in October, but it is now ob¬ 
vious that only the first phase has 
ended. 

The new phase now' starting will 
undoubtedly have to grapple with 
specific points that seemed too 
controversial to raise before. 

As a result, the negotiations seem 
certain to bring either important 
amendments in the Bill, or a new 
crisis in the Commonwealth's rela¬ 
tions with the Island. 

Full Coverage 
of ttre Bill 

COUNCIL QUOTES - P. 12 
SPECIAL SECTION STARTS P.26 - 
►THE NEWS'S OWN "EXPLANA¬ 
TORY MEMORANDUM” 

►UNTRUE "FACTS" PUT OUT 
►WHAT NIMMO OFFERED - 
WHAT COUNCIL GOT 
►U.N. AND AUSTRALIAN 
jPOMCIES ( / f 

►gains And losses 

Editorial:. Page 34 
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jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 
opals 

and amber from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor's Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



Pitcairners 
Lose in Bill 

The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers met early In De¬ 
cember and debated the Bill. The 
News understands that some members' 
were outraged by the Bill ("The 
Council ought to resign as a body, ” 
one said.) But the Society apparent¬ 
ly did not put the matter to any vote. 
Instead it invited Councillors to at¬ 
tend a Society meeting on December 
11th and answer questions about the 
Bill. 

The Pitcairners' homeland rights 
on Norfolk, which have always been 
upheld by Administration policies on 
the Island but never written into law, 
are probably lost under the Bill. 

At present, Pitcairn descendants 
overseas can move to Norfolk and 
live here. Council has been working 
for several years to get amended Im¬ 
migration Ordinance approved by 
Australia, but it is still in limbo. 
Under the Bill, the Commonwealth 
would have to agree (as at present) 
to any change in the existing Ordi¬ 
nance. More importantly, the Ad¬ 
ministrator would be required to fol¬ 
low any Ministerial instructions on 
day-to-day t.wnigraifoii policies. 

As the Minister is required to observe 
Australia's Racial Discrimination 
Act, he would be forbidden to allow 
any favouritism for Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants as such. 

The Racial Discrimination Act 
was intended to protect racial mi¬ 
norities against laws restricting 
their rights because of their race. 

In Norfolk the Act has the reverse 
effect - depriving the Island's home 
race from continuing to enjoy prefer¬ 
ence they have had ever since 1856. 
The Act is a classic case of an Aust¬ 
ralian law being imposed on Nor¬ 
folk and having a harmful effect 
that was never intended by the men 
who drafted the law. 


Gales Study: 
Not fill Feb. 

PROF. R.C. .GATES, the indepen¬ 
dent economist who is analysing 
Norfolk Island's economy, visited 
the Island in November to continue 
learning about the place. 

He told The News that census 
forms filled out by residents had 
been almost fully recorded into 
computer memories, and the forms 


themselves were about ready to be 
incinerated. 

The census had gone extremely 
smoothly. Prof. Gates said. He 
and Prof. Malcolm Treadgold, his 
associate in the study, found there 
were fewer problems and less con¬ 
fusion than they had expected. There 
was little need for checking back to 
clarify information. 

The Norfolk Island study is far 
from complete, and is not expected 
to be tabled in Parliament until Feb¬ 
ruary. Prof. Gates and his wife are 
hoping to visit the Island for a holi¬ 
day in January. 

The report may cover a very wide 
range of Norfolk matters, including 
the Island's long-established commun¬ 
ity style of looking after.people in 
need. Prof. Gates, one of the com¬ 
missioners on the massive Henderson 
Report study of poverty in Australia, 
is known to favour community hand¬ 
ling of welfare, rather than Canberra- 
centred welfare systems. 

‘HONOUR HUMAN 
RIGHTS’ FRASER! 

IN A STATEMENT issued Dec. 11th 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser re¬ 
newed Australia's pledge to support 
the UN Universal Declaration of Hu¬ 
man Rights and encouraged people 
everywhere to honour its terms. 

Mr. Fraser made no mention of 
Article 21 of the Declaration, which 
states that "The will of the people 
shall be the basis of the authority of 
government", nor of his Govern¬ 
ment's repeated refusal to allow the 
people of Norfolk to express their 
will about their form of govern¬ 
ment, nor of the fact that it is en¬ 
tirely within his power as Prime 
Minister to order the observance of 
Article 21 in Australia's administra¬ 
tion of Norfolk. 

Australia Takes 
Inventory of its’ 
Treasures Here 

REPRESENTATIVES of Australia's 
National Heritage Commission 
visited the Island last month for 
talks with the Administrator and 
Council - and to oversee an inven¬ 
tory of "Australia's" historic build¬ 
ings and their contents here. 

Mr. David Yencken of the Com - 
mission told Councillors that Aust¬ 
ralia is planning an elaborate book 
in colour showing the main places 


in Australia's heritage, and feels it 
is important that Norfolk Island be 
include^. 

Councillors seem to agree that it 
would be good for Norfolk tourism 
to" have the Kingston buildings more 
widely known, and there continues 
to be strong Council support for the 
restoration program. It was com¬ 
menced by the Island some years ago, 
but was put onto a far more exten¬ 
sive and more professional footing 
after Australia's National Trust per¬ 
suaded the Commonwealth to take 
over the work. 

I But there is strong resistance on 

i the Island to the idea that Kingston 
and other historic parts of the Island 
are Australian property, and sub¬ 
ject to exclusive Commonwealth 
control. The agreement on which 
the Pitcairn race accepted Norfolk 
as its new homeland in 1856 was 
that all the Island's buildings ex¬ 
cept those not needed for habitation 
were to become the Pitcairners' - 
and the few other buildings, includ¬ 
ing the old, now-vanished gaol, 
were to be "reserved for public pur¬ 
poses” of the community. 

Norfolk Island was made a separ¬ 
ate and distinct British colony, un¬ 
connected with any other, for the 
Pitcairners. Australia's claim to 
"ownership" of the public lands and 
historic buildings is based on the fact 
that in 1914 Australia took over re- 
, sponsibility for administering the 
Island. 


New Deal for Abos 

QUEENSLAND is planning to "lib¬ 
eralise" its laws governing Aborigin¬ 
als and Torres Strait islanders - and 
has promised to review the situation 
again in five years. 

The State’s "Aboriginal and Island¬ 
er Commission" tabled a report at the 
end of November recommending that 
progressive changes be made in the 
State laws. 

Among the changes proposed by 
the Commission is that the expression 
Aboriginal "reserves" should be dis¬ 
continued, and called "communities" 
instead. It is also proposed that the 
term permits" should not be used 
any more. Laws should refer to "per¬ 
mission" instead. 

It is planned to set up a permanent 
Aboriginal and islander commission. 
Queensland's Minister for Aboriginal 
and Islander Affairs said this would 
be "a significant step which ensures 
that all Aboriginal and islander citi¬ 
zens have access to State Government 
at die highest and most effective level. 
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Scramblers for 

RADIO TELEPHONE capacity for | 

handling overseas calls to and from 
Norfolk jumped by 50$ on December 
1st, when an additional radio circuit 
was added to the Island's already- 
existing two circuits. 

"Scramblers" have also been put 
into operation here and in Sydney, 
j,o that residents' overseas conversa¬ 
tions can no longer be understood 
on home short-wave receiving sets. 

An Overseas Telecommunications 
Commission officer in Sydney told 
The News that the OTC was pub¬ 
licising Norfolk's additional capa¬ 
city for handling calls, but said that 
the installation of scrambling equip- 


Finds at Old 
Crank Mill 

ARCHEOLOGISTS may be called in 
to help with excavations to clear 
out the basement of Norfolk’s historic 
Crank Mill. 

The ruined building, now in the 
first stages of restoration, has been 
roofless for many years, and several 
feet of dirt and dust have gradually 
built up on the original earth floor. 

In digging the dirt away, restora¬ 
tion crew members have come across 
relics of the convict era - bits of 
tools, glass and other objects. 

There could be more, possibly 
including some of historic value, 
and the supervising architects think 
that archeologists, digging gently 
with small excavation tools, might 
be able to unearth them without 
damage. 


Canberra says no 

CANBERRA ELECTORS rejected plans 
for what the Commonwealth called 


both sides 

ment was not being publicised on 
the mainland because other remote 
areas served by OTC radio phones 
were still broadcast "in the clear" 
and people in those areas might ob¬ 
ject to Norfolk's having been given 
scramblers. 

The kerfuffle over scramblers be¬ 
gan in 1977, when it was believed 
that pro-Norfolk “freedom fighters" 
and the establishment forces were 
eaves-dropping on one another's 
calls. Scrambling equipment was 
promptly flown in for the Admini¬ 
strator's phone, bringing a protest 
in Council that private residents de¬ 
served the same assurance of privacy. 


"self-government" at a referendum 
on November 25th, 

The Capital Territory is administer¬ 
ed by Hon. R.J. Ellicott under a Nor¬ 
folk-like system which the Melbourne 
Age describes as "more akin to the 
neocolonial rule in British Crown 
Colonies during the 1890s than to mod¬ 
ern representative democracy." 

Canberra already has a Legislative 
Assembly. Mr. Ellicott was quoted 
by the Canberra Times last July as 
saying "I do try to take the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly view seriously where 
I can." 

The defeat of two other new types - 
of government had been predicted be¬ 
fore the referendum. The Age re¬ 
ported that Canberra voters realized 
that "the degree of self-government 
offered is so heavily qualified as to 
be almost non-existent. 

The Commonwealth proposed that 
Canberra's Legislative Assembly 
should be allowed to take executive 
control of matters such as the Board¬ 
ing Houses (Unclaimed Goods) Ordi¬ 
nance, the Dog Control Ordinance, 
the Cemeteries Ordinance and the 
Enemy Raids Precaution Ordinance 
1942. 
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THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel, 
y Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates ate a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

lOLlDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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Letters to the editor 


"Stay Independent" 
says repeat visitor 

Dear Six, 

After spending six weeks, over the 
past three years, holidaying in that 
delightful island of yours, I am 
amazed and bewildered at the ap¬ 
parent apathy, or is it fear of re¬ 
prisal, that residents do not express 
through your paper their feelings 
concerning the problems facing them. 

Following talks with a number of 
people, as well as listening to com¬ 
ments from other visitors, it occurs 
to me that some may feel it abhorent 
to have their thoughts and reasons 
available for others to criticise when 
it appears in printed form. Surely 
such expressions of opinion are worthy 
of discussion and some action may 
be taken after mature consideration 
when views are known. 

Norfolk Island is not only a beau¬ 
tiful place in which to live, work 
or have a restful and enjoyable holi¬ 
day. Its residents axe, without ex - 
ception, friendly, courteous and 


helpful. Many, 1 believe, do not 
appreciate the efforts that have been 
and which are continuing to be 
made to. keep it free from outside 
control and most appealing to over¬ 
seas tourists, and naturally of great¬ 
er benefit to the this island's per¬ 
manent population. 

Few, 1 think, of those who have 
holidayed in Australia or New Zea¬ 
land, have considered the problems 
affecting the economy of these coun¬ 
tries. They have overlooked the 
huge financial burdens imposed on 
all members of the community as 
a result of many ill-considered de¬ 
mands of the few. Instead they ap¬ 
pear to have been mesmerised by 
the sky-scrapers, the huge depart¬ 
ment stores, the variety of entertain¬ 
ment and felt that Norfolk Island 
was losing out. 

Do these travellers realise that it 
is cheaper for the Australian family 
to go overseas for a holiday than it 
is for them to visit resorts in other 
States of the Commonwealth? 

Norfolk Islanders belong to an in¬ 
dependent part of the South Pacific. 

I trust they will always maintain 


that independence and support those, 
many with years of overseas exper¬ 
ience, who are endeavouring to en¬ 
sure its characteristics are recognised. 

Jt is obvious that there is a great 
deal of reticence to stand up and be 
counted when others, living in an¬ 
other land, wish to incorporate them, 
and/or impose regulations which are 
generally unacceptable. 

I do not know what encouragement 
or appreciation is tendered to those 
who have spent so much time re¬ 
searching the history of the Island, 
and deliberated over a lengthy per¬ 
iod on proposals which can be placed 
on the agenda for discussion with the 
Australian Government regarding 
the new Constitution now before the 
members of Parliament. 

Have the opponents, i. e. those 
who wish to have Australian old-age 
and other security benefits, such as 
for unemployment, with ultimate 
union interference, ever given thought 
to the cost of these 'wonderful* golden 
handouts? Have they ever considered 
the costs, and the obvious results, 
particularly the almost overnight de¬ 
mise of the tourist industry. Then 
will automatically come the closure 
of those fascinating and exciting 
shops in Burnt Pine, not forgetting 
the inability to enjoy so many de- 
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lightful evening meals In the hotels 
and guest houses. Finally, with the 
departure of the tourist, will come 
that dreaded, heartbreaking and 
misery causing disease - unemploy¬ 
ment. 

Norfolk Islanders have not yet 
achieved the autonomy it requires 
and deserves. It is time everyone 
who is affected by the proposed 
changes should make the effort to 
ensure it gets proper control of its 
future permanently established. 

May I hope that you will be 
swamped with expressions of sup¬ 
port for those dedicated men and 
women who want to maintain Nor¬ 
folk Island as the 'Gem of the South 
Pacific'. 

With sincere good wishes for all 
whom I have met in Norfolk. 

A.R. HASLER, 
SYDNEY. 

Essential trust 
should be outual 

Dear Sir, 

The most objectionable feature 
of the Norfolk Island Bill, as I see 
it, is that it makes clear that the 
people of Norfolk Island are required 
to take the Australian Government 
on trust, anticipating they will not 
do any of the things the Bill express¬ 
ly says they may do so long as we 
behave ourselves; but that they will 
ot trust the Island Government to 
act responsibly in such matters as 
fixing the rates of payment of so¬ 
cial services and the salaries and 
llowances of its legislators. 

Why should the Island Govern¬ 
ment be required to find the money 
for items the cost of which is fixed 
by an outside authority? 

As long as an element of trust 
is essential it should be mutual. 

This Bill does not encourage it. 

Peter Middleton. 


Would like to learn 
nore about Norfolk 

Dear Sir, 

I am very interested in collecting 
stamps (both Mint and used) from the 
Australian Dependencies and Papua- 
New Guinea. 

In the past, 1 have been able to 
work to earn the money to spend on 
this fascinating hobby without depriv¬ 
ing my family, (I have 3 sons) but 
because of arthritis, I have had to 
give up my job and can no longer 
afford to spend money on "my hobby". 

I also enjoy letter-writing and am 
very keen to learn more about the 
countries whose stamps I have been 
collecting so would really enjoy 
corresponding with any of your read¬ 
ers who are interested in Australia 
and who would also like to swap 
their countries' sumps for Australian 
ones. 

I have lived in both country and 
city and, together with my husband 
and children, have travelled exten¬ 
sively throughout the southern half 
of Australia, so feel fairly well 
qualified to supply some Informat¬ 
ive details about Australia in gen¬ 
eral, as well as the day-to-day do¬ 
ings of an average Australian fam¬ 
ily. 

I would be most grateful if you 
could publish my letter, or ask your 
readers to contact me at my address. 

(Mrs.) Marlene Windsor, 

6 Anderson Way, 
Thornlie. 6108 
Western Australia. 

Long-tlae Prouds 
team say thanks 

Dear Sir, 

Due to the take-over of Prouds 
(Norfolk Island) Limited we wish 


to advise the people of Norfolk 
Island and our tourist friends that 
we terminated our employment as 
manageress and manager with that 
Company as of the 1st December, 

19*78. 

We wish to thank you all for your 
patronage and kindness during our 
six years in office and we take this 
opportunity to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year. 

Lorna & Jack Richardson. 

Who can assess best? 
Who will bear cost? 

Dear Sir, 

The Australian government has de¬ 
cided that the fixing of social welfare 
benefits is too onerous a responsibil¬ 
ity to be borne by our elected repre¬ 
sentatives. 

In 1856 the Pitcairners brought to 
Norfolk Island a sense of social jus¬ 
tice which has been practised accord¬ 
ing to the needs andiconscience of 
the community to this day. 

In 1914 Australia assumed the right 
to control the Island but has only now, 
belatedly, accepted that the right 
also involved responsibility in this 

Who, then, is better qualified to 
assess the local needs and who will 
continue to bear the cost? 

Alan Payne. 

Editor catches 
holy hell ^'ssa. 

Dear Sir, ;., £ ... j ;,s 

I have read with interest the article 
headed ” Move to get ,»;• 1. Ha&yygf '■ 
back under control 4, on page 28 of^ 
the November/December 1978 issue 
of The Norfolk Island News . I do 
not propose to comment on it until 
1 have completed my correspondence 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT! 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 




Sex - "SLAUGHTER'S BIG RIP-OFF" - Police drama - "THE TOWN THAT DREAD- 
CpUpni II Cn ED SUNDOWN" - Thriller - "BIG WEDNESDAY" -Comedy/drama - "SEMI- 
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with those persons to whom my let¬ 
ter dated 8 September 1978 was ad¬ 
dressed. 

However 1 feel compelled to make 
two observations. The first Is that 1 
have been reading newspapers like 
The Sydney Morning Herald and 
magazines like Time and Christian 
magazines like Christianity Today 
for over thirty years and I nave never 
during that time come across an edi¬ 
tor who was so churlish as to asterisk 
and comment on three or four very 
insignificant and obvious typographi¬ 
cal errors. Any competent editor 
usually simply corrects such errors. 

My second observation is by way. 
of a quotation from The New York 
Times Manual of Style and Usage - 
which at page 177 reads as follows 
"Rev., the. The Rev. John P. 
Manley (or the Rev. Joan Manley). 
For most Protestants the normal 
second reference is Mr. or Mrs. or 
Miss, but never die Rev. Manley 
.Never use Rev. with¬ 
out the preceding the except in 


headlines. And whenever Rev. is 
used, even in headlines, it must 
be followed by a given name or 
initials: Rev. John Manley." 

"The New York Times Manual of 
Style and Usage Quadrangle/ 
the Mew times Book Company 
third printing May 1976) 

The Reverend B G Marsh 

P. S. If you look carefully at page 
28 you will find that you have print¬ 
ed "benefits" whereas my letter 
reads "benefit". You never know. 
You might find other such typogra¬ 
phical errors if you look carefully! 

I have not checked. That one just 
caught my eye. 

The News comments: . 

We'll be delighted to have Mr. 
Marsh's comments on the News 
article after he has completed his 
correspondence with the Administra¬ 
tor. Churlish editors are tuppence 
a dozen, but a churlish clergyman 
is something special. 



LHI representatives 
blistered for secrecy 

AN EPIDEMIC OF "Councillitis Gran- 
dloea" - a political disease in which 
elected representatives of the people 
are mysteriously afflicted with a tem¬ 
porary impairment of their memories 
and sense of direction - has been de¬ 
tected in die Southwest Pacific. 

Latest to be hit by the highly-con- 
tageous phenomenon is Lord Howe 
Island, only 840 km weft of Norfolk. 

The Lord Howe Island Committee, 
the only body elected to speak for 
residents, has been asked by NSW 
Premier Neville Wran to submit a 
statement of Lord Howe's major Issues 
and problems, to be taken into ac¬ 
count at die State re-writes the Lord 
Howe Island Act. . 

The chairman of die Committee, 
Mr. Bruce McFadyeo. told a public 
meeting of Islanders on November 
27th that the contents of the letter 
would be kept secret from the elec¬ 
tors until after it had been posted. 

Mr. Rodney Thompson asked him 


"When you formulate your proposal, 
will you give the people time to de¬ 
cide if it is actually what they want ?" 

Mr. McFadyen said T believe it is 
absolutely urgent that a letter go. 1 
certainly don't intend to have a meet¬ 
ing about the letter, but I'll make 
the letter public, which gives the 
people the opportunity one way or 
another to agree or disagree. ” 

Asked when that would be, he 
said "The letter we intend to write 
will come up at the next Council 
meeting," which will be in secret 
session. "I am quite happy to make 
it public when we post it." 

The symptoms of the particular 
strain of Councillitis Grandiose on 
Lord Howe are so similar to those ob¬ 
served on Norfolk that urgent word 
has been sent asking if Norfolk has 
found any effective cure. Meanwhile 
residents have been applying home 
remedies boiled up under the palm 
trees: 

•A petition signed by just over 
two-thirds of all Lord Howe residents 
has been presented to the Committee. 
It asks die Committee "as our elect¬ 


"Fight on, 

Norfolk friends" 

Dear Sir, 

1 read with much interest a snip¬ 
pet from an editorial of yours, 
quoted in June *78 P. I. M. My 
heart aches for you and your people. 
However, if your island does be¬ 
come part of Australia you will 
have learnt early a bitter lesson - 
never trust the word of an Aust¬ 
ralian Federal (or State either) pol¬ 
itician until what he has promised 
has, in actuality, become fact. 

God forbid (and I mean that in 
all reverence) fiat you should be 
forced against your will to be put 
under the thumb of the corrupt and 
defiled administration which often . 
makes me ashamed to be called 
an Australian. 

Fight on, Norfolk friends, and 
may the victory be yours. 

(Mrs.) Linda Laveson, 
Queensland. 


ed representatives, to take every ac¬ 
tion possible to have 'Islander prefer¬ 
ence' as defined in the Lord Howe 
Island Act (1953) retained in all mat¬ 
ters of land tenure in any future 
legislation. ” 

• A resident at the public meet¬ 
ing told the Committee "You were 
elected by us to be our representat¬ 
ives, and although we have faith in 
you 1 don't know that we have the 
faith for you to write a letter in the 
next three days and to let us know 
what you have sent after you have 
sent it. “ 

•The Lord Howe Island "Signal" 
ran a blistering editorial. It read 
in part as follows:- 

"Politicians elected to our State 
Legislature proceed, throughout their 
term of office, to take actions and 
enact laws for the day to day admin¬ 
istration of the State. However, 
when major constitutional changes 
are to be made the matters are referr¬ 
ed to the people of the State. Argu¬ 
ments and cases for alternatives are 
prepared and a referendum is held. 

'The same procedure could well 
be followed hereon Lord Howe Isl¬ 
and. We have just elected our Island 
Committee and we look to them to 
carry out their duties to contribute 
to the day to day administration of 
die Island. 

"We are about to have major con¬ 
stitutional changes and we are fortun¬ 
ate indeed to have a Premier and 
Ministers who have instructed the 
Committee to "ascertain the wishes 
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of Island residents". 

'It should have all been plain sail¬ 
ing. Suggestions could have been 
called for, cases for and against 
prepared, and the Committee could 
organised a referendum (a secret bal¬ 
lot) and the wishes of the majority 
could have been established. 

"But something went horribly wrong. 
Instead of even raising any aspect of 
the Act and suggested amendments, 
the Committee went off to Sydney 
and the only report (verbal) we've 
had of that visit was full of phases 
like "we asked for”... "it was accept¬ 
able to us”,.. "we came up with 
four or five points’’... "we are not al¬ 
together happy about it ir etc." 

The public outcry had some effect. 
A public meeting was called for De¬ 
cember 4th, at which the Committee 
was to present its proposed suggestions. 
But the public's views were not to be 
incorporated into the submission. 

If received by the Committee in 
writing, they were to be forwarded 
to the Premier along with the Com¬ 
mittee’s message. 

Gernany back again - 
with a new approach 

ABOUT 60 years have passed since 
Germany was last a force to be reckon¬ 


ed with in the South Pacific. 

But.the recent visit of the West 
German president, Mr. Walter Scheel, 
to New Zealand and Australia indi¬ 
cates the federal republic's re-awaken¬ 
ed interest in the region. 

Germany's colonial links with West¬ 
ern Samoa, Tonga and Papua New 
Guinea were broken after the First 
World War and Germany disappeared 
from the region. In recent months, 
the West German Government has 
been working hard to renew relation¬ 
ships with the islands. 

West Germany has recently promis¬ 
ed more than $10 million in aid over 
several years to Western Samoa and 
Tonga. It has signed an agreement 
to provide Western Samoa with a 
5000-tonne ship for inter-island trade 
and will offer Tonga the same. 

An evaluation of what Papua New 
Guinea needs in the way of develop¬ 
ment aid is now under way. 

The winds of change have already 
swept through the German Embassy 
in Wellington. A new ambassador 
was appointed this year and the em¬ 
bassy has been given regional respon¬ 
sibility for Papua New Guinea, West¬ 
ern Samoa, Tonga and Fiji. The 
Solomon Islands are likely to be add¬ 
ed to the list soon. 

Dr. Claas Knoop, a secretary at 


the embassy traces the new West 
German interest ih the Pacific to 
British entry into the European Com¬ 
mon Market and the Lome Conven¬ 
tion of 1975 which provided for com¬ 
munity aid to Former British posses¬ 
sions in the South Pacific. 

This aid from the Common Mar¬ 
ket is expected to amount to some¬ 
where between $30 million and $50 
million by 1980, a big sum for the 
South Pacific. 

But foreign affairs experts say West 
Germany's sudden interest in the 
Pacific cannot be divorced for the 
higher profile it now adopts in inter¬ 
national affairs throughout the world. 

South Pacific Gases 
will be a big show 

BETWEEN 2400 and 2500 competitors 
will take part in next year's South 
Pacific Games in Suva. 

This is the estimate given by the 
secretary of the South Pacific Games 
organising committee, Brian Wight- 
man. 

This is more than the number of 
competitors who took part in the 
Commonwealth Games at Edmon- ■ 
ton, Canada, this year. 

Mr. Wightman said 2148 took 
part in the Commonwealth Games. 


COME LOOK-US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 

NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind other 
shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you’ll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute's walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS. AGATE, CORAL, MOT H£R-OF-P EA RL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATE D 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 
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@OUNCIL^RANSCRIPT 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


DECEMBER 13ih was the first public 
Norfolk Island Council meeting 
following the announcement of the 
Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - Australia's 
formula for governing the Island in 
the years ahead. 

Councillors had been discussing 
the Bill in secret with Minister R. J. 
Elllcott for months, and had been 
unable to speak to anyone about 
what was being negotiated. 

But on December 13th the lid was 
off at last, and radio listeners all 
over the Island were anxious to hear 
what their elected representatives 
thought about the Bill, as it had fi¬ 
nally been introduced in Parliament. 

Administrator D.V. O'Leary in¬ 
troduced the subject with a message 
that leaned heavily on Councillors. 
He reminded diem that they had al¬ 
ready gone through the draft Bill, 
paragraph by paragraph, with Can¬ 
berra authorities, two times. He 
reminded them of Mr. Ellicott's 
praise to the House of Representat¬ 
ives - "I would take this opportun¬ 
ity to place on record my appre¬ 
ciation of the work done by the 
members of the present Norfolk 
Island Council who took up office 
in July of this year, and those of 
the previous Council, towards the 
preparation of suitable legislation 
for the future government of Nor¬ 
folk Island. '* 

The Administrator's message 
could not have been more clear: 
support the Minister, gentlemen. 

He’s done the right thing by you. 

You do die right thing by him. 

President of Committees Bill 
Blucher announced that he would 
like to read a statement on behalf 
of all the elected Councillors. 

The statement turned out to be 
nothing but a precis of the Bill it¬ 
self. No comments. No support. 

No opposition. No worries. No 
expression of a Norfolk Island point 
of view. No judgment on whether 
it would be good for the Island, or 
bad for the Island. No commit¬ 
ment, one way or another. Noth¬ 
ing but a boil-down of Australia's 
Bill. 

How could it be? Why was Coun¬ 
cil so non-commital on the most 
important matter in recent Norfolk 
Island history? 

Council seemed to be acting like 
a group of Zombies, but under the 
surface the tension was serious. 

Mr. Elllcott had done a profession¬ 
al, high-level job of "negotiating” 


with Council over the details of a 
Bill that Australia could have writ¬ 
ten years ago. Three, perhaps four. 
Councillors saw the Bill as a start 
toward some bits of self-government 
for Norfolk, and thought they should 
trust Mr. Elllcott and put their weight 
behind it. 

But four, perhaps five, of the 
Councillors had serious worries about 
the Bill. They weren't about to vote 
in favour of it on the 13th - but they 
weren't sure enough of their ground 
to stand up and oppose it. 

So they all agreed to say nothing, 
for the time being. Perhaps the 
people of the Island would tell them 
what to do before Council meets 
again on January 10th. 

The Insufficient support for the 
Bill among Councillors was a grave 
setback for Mr. Elllcott and the 
Commonwealth. If Councillors 
weren't willing to support the Bill, 
after months of tender care from 
Mr. Elllcott himself, who on Nor¬ 
folk would support it? 

Whether Council's hesitation and 
doubt will fade away, and change 
into solid approval for the Bill, re¬ 
mains to be seen. It seems unlikely. 
The question residents are asking is - 
What’s In it for Norfolk? The Coun¬ 
cil knows pretty clearly what's in 
the Bill, If it were really good for 
Norfolk Island, they would have 
been happy to say so on the 13th. 

Their silence meant that the Bill 
just isn't good enough to support, 
in its present form. 

THE MEETING on the 13th dealt 
with two other matters that shed 


light on Australia's plans for the 
Island - although neither one was 
meant to be concerned with the 
Norfolk Island Bill. 

Mr. Elllcott had said, in intro¬ 
ducing the Bill, "Tjhe success of 
the arrangements now proposed will 
depend greatly on the maintenance 
of close co-operation between the 
Commonwealth Government and 
the Norfolk Island Legislative As¬ 
sembly. .. the only workable meth¬ 
od of proceeding is by way of con¬ 
sensus. " 

Co-operation and consensus were 
needed on two practical, imme¬ 
diate issues raised December 13th, 
and here’s how they went. 

Coin issue, for Norfolk Island 
The island, supporting Itself fi¬ 
nancially, could earn an estimated 
$250, 000 a year if it Issued its own 
coins, to circulate alongside Aust¬ 
ralian coins on the Island. Almost 
all British territories take advantage 
of this means of adding to local 
revenues, whether they are self- 
governing or still colonies, like Nor¬ 
folk. Council actively began pur¬ 
suing die idea a few months ago. 

On December 13th the Administra¬ 
tor said he'd had a cable from Can¬ 
berra on the matter. It read: 

"The material, with your memor¬ 
anda 20/12/2 of the 26th of Octo¬ 
ber and 8th November, has been 
studied in detail by Treasury. Ad¬ 
vice received confirms earlier ad¬ 
vice that a coin issue for Norfolk 
Island would not be consistent with 
established policy or current legis¬ 
lation. " (CONTINUED ON P. 2 5) 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, " THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID-. '"MUST* READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 


UNIVK51TY OF Ql)EFNSLA WmssTir4.'55 :ti'0W'"0~N SALE A* LOCAL ShQFs 
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W&sA, 

$$$&%$%&y 
$M^4M 

‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 


W¥Cw 

miMip 

%$$$%t4i€4> 

Come taste nice free samples 


llir 

ISLAND 

HAND¬ 

BOOK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 



ELVA YAGER'S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTRfE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS. PORK CHOPS. VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH. AND A CHOICE OF 
LA ND DESSERTS. 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 


ELVA YAGER'S 



Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4.30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 



PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 


JfROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 


The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



DIAMOND - RUBY - SAPPHIRE - EMERALD RINGS 


ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. Jhe Pitcairners hold over 
half of die Island's freehold and 
.Crqwn lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to ( the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk payi their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does hot extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after Its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
In use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course : in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milt ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for (be other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re- ; 
mainlng colonies in the English- : 
speaking world. This status has be- [ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people axe expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of (he Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to die people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally die Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia. ” 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be cwfirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who ishopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S. I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in- 
, to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate, and that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
facv When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 15^ of residents appeared to 
favour die proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and by the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers - the original 
"Islanders" - Australia finally an¬ 
nounced that the main recommend¬ 
ations of the Nimmo Report had 
been rejected. 

Hon. R.J.Ellicott, who became 
Minister for Home Affairs (with re¬ 
sponsibility for Norfolk matters) 
late in 1977, announced on May 8th 
that the Government had decided 
that Norfolk need not be governed 
by the same laws that govern Aus¬ 
tralia; that the Island could have a 
social welfare system different from 
the one designed for the mainland; 
that the Australian taxation system 
would not be extended to the Island; 
and *at a new, elected body to be 
known as the Norfolk Island Legi¬ 
slative Assembly would be formed, 
with power to pass laws for the peace, 
order and good government of the 
Island. 

It appeared that Australia might 
have decided that fully-democratic 
government should be restored to 
Norfolk, and colonial rule ended 
at last. But there were basic points 
of vagueness in Mr. Ellicott's state¬ 
ment. 

He said the Legislative Assembly 
would have full control over a list of 
matters which are essentially the 
"roads and drains" powers of a shire 
government. Laws on fishing, educa¬ 
tion, customs and Immigration were 
to be subject to veto by an Austral¬ 
ian-appointed Administrator, and it 
was not clear whether this veto was 
to be the equivalent of full control, 
or whether the control was to be ex¬ 
ercised for Norfolk's benefit or for 
Australia’s benefit. 

Most major governmental powers, 
including social welfare services, 
health and medical services, zoning 
and other controls over land and land 
use, law enforcement, transport and 
contacts with other South Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were to be kept by the Common¬ 
wealth - though Norfolk would be ex¬ 
pected to meet most of the costs it¬ 
self. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to die relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, t|e Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 




memqdate: Up pops the flash and the date. 


Where can you find a camera that 
has a handy pop-up flash, a full information 
viewfinder that gives you all the information you need 
to take great photos, sharp Rokkor lens that gives 
sharp detail corner to corner, then on top of all that 
print the date on every picture? Well you need look 
no more, the Minolta Hi-matic SD with MEMODATE 
is the camera you’ve been waiting for and all of the 
features work automaticatly, so anyone can take 
great pictures the first time. And the Hi-matic SD is 
compact and lightweight, so you can always keep it 
handy to capture the good times. 


MINOLTA HI-MATIC SD 

■.CAMERALINES 

THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 
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Th * Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

*17 

Church services 
g ■Museum open (M1 A. 30) 
g«ilm (MRT8.G0) 

S 

a 

18 

■housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

19 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

20 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT8pm) 

24 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

r- HOLIDAY 
CHRISTMAS 
■housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

0% C* HOUDAY 
ZD BOXING DAY 

■ Films (Pds& LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

C'dant'j Din (G) 

27 houday 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik). 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

31 _ , 

•Chtireli services 

*1 HOLIDAY 
£ I NEW YEARS 

2 

3 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

"(5 ■Eousie (LC) 

3 ■Film (Nik) 

C ■Sm'b'd (SP) 

<0 ■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm' 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

7 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

8 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

9 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

io 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■Norfolk island 

Council meets 
(A-2pm) 

14 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

15 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

16 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

17 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


/ 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


THUR 

21 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


28 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

22 

■ Housie (RSL 8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


29 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

23 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per-' 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . 

N 



4 

■housie-(LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


5 

• Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


12 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
•Film (MRT8.00) 


6 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


13 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE 

December 18, 1863 : A second group of 27 Islanders left Norfolk to go back to Pitcairn, 
dissatisfied with interefrence with their promised right of self-government on Norfolk. 
December 23, 1787 : The "Bounty" left England for the South Seas - and the mutiny. 
December 29, 1853: An Order in Council ends Norfolk's use as a penal settlement. 
January 8, 1789; The first child born on Norfolk - ’’Norfolk King", son of Lt. King. 
January 12, 1790; The "Bounty" reached Pitcairn - the new home the mutineers sought. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 
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When you shoot a fast motor drive 
sequence, it gets the exposure right 
for every individual frame, even if it 
has to suddenly switch from 1/1000 
sec to several seconds. 

With the Olympus Quick Auto 310, 
it makes possible TTL Centralized 
Control Hash, where the flash emission 
is regulated electronically by the 


J^diympus, we dKSffvftHoSa™ 

the answer and put it into the OM-2. 
TTL Direct Light Measuring is the 
world's first and only central exposure 
control system It uses light sensors 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 

































BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Cameralines: "We are offering a 20^ 
discount on Konica single-lens-reflex 
35mm cameras. To give an example, 
the Konica "TC" model has been sell¬ 
ing at $333 and is now $267. ” 

■ 

Prentice's: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $10.80 - $230. " 

"Pete's Place ": "If you hurry you can 
get a transistor radio for only $4.50, 
before they are all gone." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price. " 

■ 

Casa Kuij "Our jewellery and other 
arts from China are outstanding. " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-Free :" Genuine 
suede and leather jackets, in small 
sizes to fit children or petite ladles, 
are now $29.95 instead of $77.96. " 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on die Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978" 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF -GOVERNMENT, 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN 
FINANCES. INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N.I.NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94. 50#PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

.EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 



TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN!NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00. 2. 30, 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1.05 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 What ho, Jeeves! 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7. 05 Children's story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz programme) 

8.00 Songwriters 
9. 00 Feature album 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

3.15 Travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from shows 

and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Songwriters ■ 

10.05 Down memory lane 

10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.15 Book reviews 

I. 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N,l. Council meeting 
4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
(comedy, drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 
Orracal File 
10.05 For the Term of 
■ his Natural Life 

10.45 Morning serial 

II. 00 Requests 


12.05 World affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30.Ron Glum 
7.00 (On day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

3.15 Dad's Army 
10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

7.00 Fine Music all around 

SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7.05 Al Reid classics 
8. 00 Men of the Sea 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas show 
11; 00 Close . 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 
7. 00 Sunday Radio; 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp,. the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust.,$l to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

Hotel 



> toVELY DINING ROOM 
EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


Is,’SORT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 





HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.16pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.76, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9aro - 2pm. Charge 5d a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri* Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092* 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS: 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 6pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 

! Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; _ At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.48-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: ’ 
generally 9am -12.30, and 2pm-6.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store), 
8.30am-8.3flpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7 pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt ' 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat 
EAST-WEST/Am N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge .of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer It is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-aad-searf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souveniis 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 160 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 

I 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSP1TAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk*settlements 

* The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

™ e TRA>INC W$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm oZ A J m 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs. ..teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
Items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 





Councillor Bennett, in one of the 
few strong speeches made by anyone 
at the meeting, said he thought the 
idea of a coin issue was potentially 
of great importance to Norfolk. He 
thought it had been considered too 
lightly, and that Council at least 
ought to put some clear proposal to 
Mr. Ellicott, explaining how the 
idea was intended to work and what 
good it could do for the Island. 

The Administrator replied: "I do 
say to you that you took up the 
matter with the Minister, there has 
been a lot of correspondence - very 
detailed, 1 might say; the Minister 
is the most senior person we can 
deal with; he said he would take it 
up; he has taken it up; and die de¬ 
cision that has come back, through 
the Treasury, is the one I gave you 
today. I feel it's been dealt with 
on a very senior level, and not light¬ 
ly at all. So far as revenue earning 
is concerned, this is not the end of 
our economy, 1 assure you. There 
are plenty of ways in which revenue 
can be earnt, and they’re looked at 
constantly in the Administration. " 

Councillor Bennett stuck to his 
guns. He said there was a chance 
for the Island to be earning $250,000 
a year, and he thought it was just 
being swept under the carpet. It 
at least deserved a careful proposal. 


perhaps by a Council committee. 

The Administrator replied; "I 
just repeat. Councillor Bennett, 
that this matter has been raised by 
you - speaking about Council, not 
you personally - on the highest 
level, and I have read to you the 
reply, and 1 suggest that that's not 
taking the matter lightly at all - 
it’s taking it on the highest level 
that is possible." 

The discussion was a timely re¬ 
minder of how "co-operation" works 
when Norfolk and Canberra disagree. 

It was also an example of a differ¬ 
ent point about the Norfolk Island 
Bill. Under the Bill, the Common¬ 
wealth can veto anything of real 
importance passed by the Assembly - 
but must give its reasons for veto¬ 
ing. The words of the December 
13th cable provide a good, all¬ 
purpose reason: "Not consistent 
with established policy or current 
legislation." 

Norfolk Island Flag 

Councillor McIntyre tabled a mem¬ 
orandum about a design he had work¬ 
ed out in rough form for an Island 
flag. Many municipalities in Aust¬ 
ralia - and probably all areas with 
Legislative Assemblies - have their 
own flags. Councillor McIntyre 
said he'd mentioned the idea to the 
Minister, and felt there was unlikely 


* South Pacific 


Dossier 




b-- \ 

THE EYE-OPENING NEW BOOK IN WHICH THE REAL PEOPLE OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC HAVE THEIR SAY. INSTEAD OF HAVING 
_ BIG NATIONS SPEAK FOR THE5T*ONLY $4.25 - ON SALE AT THE 

TkAMNtJ MIST 


to be any objection to the idea. He 
said he'd also written to the Depart¬ 
ment of Administrative Services a- 
bout flag protocol. 

The Administrator let Councillor 
McIntyre express his ideas at some 
length. Eventually he interrupted. 

"Before you go ahead with any mo* 
tion," he said, "1 have received a 
reply, and it might b»«s well for you 
to hear what it is. 

"In the first place I would point 
out that you Councillors raised this 
matter with the Minister here on the 
9th of October, and the Minister said 
he would look into this question for 
you. I think your letter. Councillor 
McIntyre, was sent off within a 
couple of days after that discussion 
with the Minister, so. rhat in fact 
the Minister had told you that he 
would look into it, and I find him 
a very reliable person. 

"I received a cable yesterday, 
and under the heading of 'Proposal 
for a flag' I have this message: 'Mat¬ 
ter is with Admin Services who in 
turn have sought legal advice from 
Attorney General's as to whether 
there are constitutional or any other 
legal barriers. Protocol to be ob¬ 
served in submitting designs for ap¬ 
proval will depend on the nature of 
die advice from AG's.'" 

Councillor McIntyre's hope to 
getfcpproval of Council for his de¬ 
sign collapsed. Another timely les¬ 
son about what "co-operation" and 
"consensus" mean in practice. 

Late on the 13th The News re¬ 
ceived die following letter to die 
editor, too late for inclusion with 
other letters. 


Letter to the editor 

Dear Sir, 

Being an Islander, and a very keen 
listener to all Council meetings in 
open session and listening in this after¬ 
noon at 3.30 re 'the flag', I couldn't 
help but feel slightly jealous of Can¬ 
berra for having picked such a dedi¬ 
cated man to keep peace and good 
order on 'our paradise of die Pacific'. 
My greatest wish for the coming year 
is that we who love Norfolk Island, 
and our way of life, can find a man 
(preferably with no ties with Can¬ 
berra) who could run 'our affairs' 
equally as competently. Someone 
who can also openly say 'I love Nor¬ 
folk Island, and I am going to work 
heart and soul for the Island and its 
people'. 

It may only be a dream, but God 
works in a mysterious way. 

Elva Yager. 
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THE NEWS’S OWN INDEPENDENT “EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" ON 

THE BILL: from NORFOLK ISLAND’S VIEW 


to, on the matters in Schedule 2. 

But it gives the Administrator the 
right to decide whether any part¬ 
icular matter is actually tn Sche¬ 
dule 2 or not. 

Sec. 7 (1) (b) says the Adminis¬ 
trator must act in accordance with 
the Executive Council's advice on 
Schedule 3 matters also - but this 
rule is then virtually cancelled, in 
Sec. 7 (2), which says the Adminis¬ 
trator is forbidden to do anything 
about Schedule 3 matters which is 
not in line with instructions from 
the Minister, before or after. 

Sec. 7 (1) (e) .says that, "in all other 
cases" the Administrator is required 
to act as the Minister instructs him to 
act. This gives the Minister personal 
control of almost all important mat- 


: of day-to-day policy in govern¬ 
ing thelsland. There is no list of 
these in the Bill, but they include 
social welfare benefits, land Use, 
zoning, the hospital, lift enforce¬ 
ment, air and sea transport, govern¬ 
ment buildings and historical sites, 
referendums, public service manage¬ 
ment, and so on. 

Part II also says there can be an 
acting Administrator and/or a Deputy 
Administrator. 

Part Ill - Executive Council 

Sec. 11 sets up an "Executive Coun¬ 
cil” which has die purpose of giving 
advice to the Administrator. (Part II 
has already said that the Administra¬ 
tor is required to follow the Execu¬ 
tive Council's advice on Schedule 2 
matters, and is required to follow 
any advice of the Minister's on all 


AN "EXPLANATORY memorandum" 
on the Norfolk Island Bill was cir¬ 
culated to members of die House of 
Representatives when the Bill was 
tabled on November 23rd. Copies 
later became available on the 
Island. 

The memorandum boils down 
the language of the Bill, but does 
not explain or interpret the Bill. 

Many residents found it a little 
like eating certain Chinese dishes 
which look appetising and keep you 
chewing for a while, but leave you 
feeling you've had nothing to eat. 

The News offers a somewhat diff¬ 
erent explanatory guide to the Bill, 
designed to try to single out those 
aspects which are most important 
to the Island. 

Preamble : The Bill is stated to be 
for ‘‘An act to provide for the gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island." This 
shows that Australia considers that 
the source of authority for the gov¬ 
ernment of the Island is the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, passing an Aust¬ 
ralian Act. 

The preamble recognises that 
Norfolk was declared in 1913 "to be 
accepted by the Commonwealth 
as a Territory under the authority" 
of die Commonwealth, rather than 
a territory "of" the Commonwealth. 

Part > - Preliminary 

This Part says when the Act is to 
take effect. It repeals previous 
Norfolk Island Acts. It contains 
definitions of some terms. These 
are routine except for two points. 
"Executive authority" is not defined, 
and therefore has no clear meaning 
in the Bill. "Territory" is defined 
to mean "the Territory of Norfolk 
Island”. This has never been the 
Island's official name in the past. 

It has simply been known as "Nor¬ 
folk Island”. 

Part II - Administration 

Section 5 says-that an Australian- 
appointed Administrator Is to be the 
head of the Island's government, 
and that Norfolk is to be governed 
as a "Territory of the Commonwealth", 
tather than as a -!r terrltory under the 
authority of" the Commonwealth. 

Part II also says that the Norfolk 
Administration is to be a separate 
legal entity, instead of being simply 
an activity carried out by the Com - 
monwealth. 

Sec. 7 (1) (a) says that the Ad¬ 
ministrator must use his powers as 
the Executive Council advises him 


COUNCIL GOT 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
NEGOTIATED BY COUNCIL, 1978 


NIMMO GAVE 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
PROPOSED IN NIMMO REPORT, 1976 


1. The raising of revenues for pur¬ 
poses of matters specified in this 
Schedule. 

Assembly to take over those opera¬ 
tions at present yielding revenue 
to the Administration other than 
- those reiatmg'T6‘h‘6JJ5IiaT’Slf3'me3i-'~ 
cal services. 

2. Public monies of the Territory 
(other than the raising of revenues). 

Internal audit. 

3. Surface transport (including 
road safety, traffic control, carr¬ 
iers, vehicle registration and the 
licensing of drivers. 

Omnibuses and taxis; road traffic-, 
carters; registration of motor ve¬ 
hicles. 

4. Roads, footpaths and bridges. 

Roads, footpaths and bridges. 

T. Street lighting. 

Street lighting. 

6. Water supply. 

Water supply. 

7. Electricity supply. 

Electricity supply. 

8. Drainage and sewerage. 

Drainage; sewerage and sanitation. 

9. Garbage and trade waste. 

Disposal of garbage and trade waste. 

10. Primary production (other than 
mining or fishing). 

Livestock. 

11. The slaughtering of livestock. 

Slaughtering of stock. 

12. Domestic animals (including 
birds). 

domestic animals and birds. 

13. Public pounds. 

Pounds. 

14. Pests and noxious weeds. 

Pests and noxious weeds. 

15. Recreation-areas. 

Recreation areas. 

16. Cemeteries. 

Cemeteries. 

17. Forestry and timber. 

Forestry and related activities. 

18. Fire prevention and control. 

Fires and the prevention of fires. 

19. Quarrying. 

Quarrying. 

20. Building control (including the 
repair or demolition of dangerous 
buildings). 

New buildings and the alteration 
of buildings. 

21. Advertising hoardings. 

Advertising hoardings. 

22. The prevention and suppres¬ 
sion of nuisances. 

Prevention and suppression of nui¬ 
sances. 

2$. Noxious trades. 

Noxious trades. 

24. Gases and hydrocarbon fuels. 

Storage of petroleum products. 

25. Firearms. 

Firearms. 
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AN "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM" ON THE BILL - FROM NORFOLK’S STANDPOINT 


other matters.) 

Executive Council meetings can 
be convened only by the Administra¬ 
tor's calling a meeting. The Adminis¬ 
trator presides "at all meetings at 
which he is present", but as the 
Council's only purpose is to advise 
the Administrator, meetings at which 
he is not present seem unlikely. 

Sec. 12 (2) says that the Executive 
Council members have "executive 
authority" on matters in Schedule 2 
and 3, but the expression is not de¬ 
fined, and the paragraph does not 
seem to add anything to the Bill. 

Sec. 13 (2) allows the Administra¬ 
tor to dismiss members of the Execu¬ 
tive Council if he thinks there are 
exceptional circumstances. 

Sec. 15 makes Executive Council 
meetings secret, with all Executive 
Members bound by oath. For some 


COUNCIL GOT 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
NEGOTIATED BY COUNCIL, 1978 


reason the Bill appears to require 
each Executive member to take two 
separate oaths of secrecy - one be¬ 
cause he is a member of the Execu¬ 
tive Council (Sec. 15 (1) and another 
because.he is "appointed to an ex¬ 
ecutive office" (Sec. 15 (2), although 
Sec. 11 (2) says everyone who bolds 
executive office is automatically 
on the Executive Council. 

Nothing in Part III requires the 
Administrator to seek the Executive 
Council's advice on anything other 
than Schedule 2 matters. 

Part IV - Legislation 

Sec. 16 (1) says that all existing 
Norfolk laws are to continue in effect 
for the time being. Many of these, 
however, such as the Referendum 
Ordinance, become meaningless be¬ 
cause they refer to the present Coun¬ 
cil, which will cease to exist. 


NIMMO GAVE 

NO-VETO POWERS FOR ASSEMBLY - 
PROPOSED IN NIMMO REPORT, 1976 


These will need amending or repeal. 

Sec. 18 0) >ays that Acts of Parlla- 
m.em syUl oot apply to Norfolk unless 
Parliament wants them to. Parlia¬ 
ment will of course be able to make 
any law of any kind it wants for Nor¬ 
folk, without any consent or even con¬ 
sul tation being needed from the Island. 

Sec. 18 (1) says that the Legislative 
Assembly's legislative powers exist 
only with die assent of die Administra¬ 
tor or the Governor-GeneraL 

Sec. 19 (2) is one of die unintention¬ 
ally comic episodes in the Bill.lt 
prevents the Asrembly from taking 
property unjustly, or setting up an 
army, navy or air force, or establish¬ 
ing Norfolk coinage. The only real 
object of die paragraph presumably . 
is to prevent coinage. There is no 
restriction against the Assembly's 
voting to make nuclear weapons, 
launch outer-space vehicles, or de¬ 
clare war. The Administrator has 
the power to withhold assent from 
anything the Assembly passes, out¬ 
side Schedule 2. No doubt the Com¬ 
monwealth wanted to stop any 
ideas about local coinage before they 
even reach the discussion suge, and 
thought it would be a bit obvious to 
mention coinage at all on its own. 

Sec. 20 (a) allows the Assembly 
to give Itself powers (other than legis¬ 
lative fiowers), privileges and im¬ 
munities equal to those of Australia's 
House of Representatives. The para¬ 
graph probably means little, other 
than being an indication of a general 
tone running through the Bill, which 
is one of establishing a Norfolk local 
government which has almost no real 
power, but great and complicated 
cappings, titles, flourishes and ap¬ 
pearances. 

Sec. 21 says that the Admlnlscator 
has to give assent to any Ordinance 
passed by the Assembly dealing with 
(in the Adminlscator's opinion) sole¬ 
ly Schedule 2 matters. On anything 
involving Schedule 3 (even though it 
Includes something related to Sche¬ 
dule 2) the Minister tells the Ad- 
ministrator whether to assent or not. 

On all other matters, which in¬ 
cludes most important matters of 
government, an Ordinance approved 
by the Assembly'then goes to the 
Governor-General, who can assent 
or dissent, as the Ausnalian Govern¬ 
ment advises him. 

Sec. 23 says that die Governor- 
General can cancel any Ordinance, 
even if die Admlnlscator has assent¬ 
ed, within a period of six months. 

Sec. 24 says that if the Adminisca- 
tor or die Governor-General do not 
give assent to an Ordinance passed by 


26. Explosives and dangerous sub¬ 
stances. 


27. Tourism. 

Promotion of tourism. 

28. Places of public entertainment. 

Places of public entertainment. 

29. Boarding houses and hotels. 

Guest houses. 

30. Museums, memorials and li¬ 
braries. 

Museums, memorials and libraries. 

31. Foodstuffs and beverages (includ- • 
ing alcoholic liquor). 

Sale and discibution of foodstuffs 
and beverages. 

32. Trading hours. 

Trading hours. 

33. Markets and sceet stalls. 

Sceet stalls. 

34. Hawkers. 

Hawkers. 

35. Radio and television. 

Radio and television. 

36. Telephone and postal services. 

Telephone services; postal services. 

37. Coastlines, foreshores, wharves 
and jetties. 

Coastlines, foreshores, wharves and 
jetties. 

38. The canspordng of passengers 
or goods to and from ships. 

Lighterage. 

39. The maintenance of rolls of 
the Territory. 

Registrations (births, deaths, mar¬ 
riages, companies, motor vehicles, 
dogs, etc.) which are at present 
handled by the Adminiscation. 

(n. b. This Included land regiscation) 

40. The reglscation of companies 
and business names. 

41. The reglscation of births, 
deaths and marriages. 

42. Matters in respect of which du¬ 
ties, powers, functions or authorit¬ 
ies are expressly Imposed or conferred 
on executive members by or under 
laws in force in the Territory. 



Pasturage on commons. 


Fishing. 


Weighbridges. 


Customs services. 


Philatelic activities. 


Immigration, with a right of appeal 
to the Minister by any person ag¬ 
grieved. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / December-JanUaty 1979 


27 



AN "EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM” ON THE BILL - FROM 


the Assembly, they have to say why. 
The reason could be, for example, 
that the Ordinance i$ not considered 
to be beneficial for jNorfolk Island,, ’ 
or that it is hot in accordance with ; 
established Commonwealth policies. - 

Sec. 25 saysjthat the Assembly may ■ 
not even debate any proposal to 
spend any money raised by Norfolk' 
unless the Administrator has re¬ 
commended it.' (The Administrator 
would be required to recommend 
the spending of money for any 
Schedule 2 purpose^ ' if the Execut¬ 
ive Council advised him to. This 
could include, for example, the 
sealing of a road, the installation 
of another street light, the building 
of a new lighter, or increasing the 
annual fee for dog licenses or car 
registration.) 

Sec. 27 establishes the real legis¬ 
lative teeth for the Island. It says 
the Governor-General can make 
Ordinances on anything outside 
Schedules 2 and 3, whether the As¬ 
sembly wants to approve it or not. 

It also says that the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral can require money to be spent 
for any Schedule 2,3 or other mat¬ 
ter, and gives him power to tax the 
Island for anything but Schedule 2 
matters. 

This is the second of the uninten¬ 
tionally comic passages in the Bill. 

It is aimed a't preventing the Assem¬ 
bly from putting pressure on Aust¬ 
ralia by refusing to vote spending on 
the Island. The existing Australian 
Government, which has prepared the 
Bill, got into power by using just 
this tactic against the Whitlam Gov¬ 
ernment. Having seen how effect¬ 
ive it can be, the Government has 
made sure Norfolk won’t ever be 
able to do a similar thing. 

Sec. 27 (7) seems to give Norfolk 
some protection from mis-use of 
the Governor-General’s power to 
levy taxes on the Island. It says 
that any such taxes can be spent 
only for the particular purpose spe¬ 
cified by the Governor-General. 

He could no doubt say the purpose 
was "the general purposes of Nor¬ 
folk Island", but the paragraph 
does seem to be a kind of safe¬ 
guard. 

Sec. 28 says any Ordinances 
made by the Governor-General 
have to be ratified by Parliament. 
Under the Australian goverrinental 
system, this ratification would of 
course be automatic. 

Sec. 29 says that Ordinances 
made by die Govern or-General 
take precedence over any others. 


Part IV - Legislative Assembly 

This Part says how the Assembly 
is to be elected, and what its 
routine procedures are to be. It 
is similar in many ways to the elec¬ 
tion and operating procedures for 
, the present Council, with only a few 
interesting changes. 

Sec. 35 says that the Administra¬ 
tor can call an election whenver he 
wishes, within three years of the 
last election. This gives the Ad¬ 
ministrator the ability to end the 
life of an Assembly and call a new 
election at any time. If he does 
not use this power for three years, 
the Assembly members will have 
three-year terms, instead of the 
present two years that Councillors 
are in office. 

Sec. 40 says that Assembly meet¬ 
ings can be called on request of the 
members, but this request must be 
made to the Administrator, and he 
must call the meeting. 

Part VI - Finance 

this part deals with handling 
and accounting for public money, 
and borrowing. 

It sets up a lot of Administration 
accounts, each separate from the 
others. There will be the Assem¬ 
bly's own Schedule 2 account, for 
Schedule 2 matters, which the 
Assembly will be able to control. 

But everything else will have its 
own compartment: police, social 
welfare, the hospital, the school, 
and so on. 

Secs. 49'and 50, in line with 
current Commonwealth policies to 
encourage all sorts of government 
bodies to go out and borrow mbney, 
allows Norfolk to go onto the loan 
market, provided Australia’s Treasur¬ 
er gives approval. 

Part VII - Judicial system 

The provisions for courts are little, 
if any, changed from Norfolk’s ex¬ 
isting arrangements, which are gen¬ 
erally thought to be operating reason¬ 
ably well. 

Part VIII - Miscellaneous 

Sec. 61 confirms that the Minister 
and the Governor-General have the 
power to control die public service 
on Norfolk Island, through Ordinances 
on "the appointment and employment 
of such persons as are necessary... 
for the proper government of the Ter¬ 
ritory. " This matter is not on either 
Schedule 2 or 3. Ordinances must 
therefore be assented to by the Gov¬ 
ernor-General. The Administrator's 
day-to-day policies on the matter 
are to be as the Minister instructs 
him. 

Sec. 62 gives the Minister power 


LK'S STANDPOINT 


to dispose of any Crown land on the 
Island as he sees fit. 

Sec. 65 says that the Assembly and 
Executive Council salaries are to be 
set, not on the Island, but by Aust¬ 
ralia’s Remuneration Tribunal, 
which sets Parliamentary and pro¬ 
fessional salaries in Australia. 

Sec. 66 gives the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral power to make regulations, as 
opposed to Ordinances. It is worth 
noting that he can make regulations 
which could lead to a Norfolk resi¬ 
dent's being put into gaol for three 
months. 

Part IX - Transitional 

This part deals with some of the 
mechanics of the change-over, and 
does not seem to contain anything 
especially noteworthy. 

Schedule 1 

this Is a major point in the Bill. 

It defines Norfolk as excluding the 
surrounding sea and sea-bed. 

The Commonwealth has not yet 
proclaimed a 200-mile economic 
zone around itself as yet, but is ex¬ 
pected to do so in the near future. 
Presumably Schedule 1 clears the . 
path for the Commonwealth to say 
that the waters around Norfolk Island 
are the Commonwealth's property, 
because the new Norfolk Island Act 
(if passed by then) says they are not 
part of die Island. 

Schedule 2 ••• 

This is the list of matters which 
the Assembly is to be allowed to 
control. It contains two kinds of 
matters. On the list are various 
local "public utilities" - lighter¬ 
age services, the liquor bond 
shops, electricity generating plant, 
local phone system. Post Office 
(philatelic activities are not men¬ 
tioned, but presumably are included), 
radio station VL2NI, the tourist 
bureau and the tanalith plant. All 
other items on Schedule 2 are what 
might be called local conveniences, 
nuisances and records. 

Schedule 3 

The four matters of fishing, cus¬ 
toms (other than duties), immigra¬ 
tion and education are made "con¬ 
sensus" matters - that is, the exist¬ 
ing laws in these matters cannot 
be changed unle& die Assembly 
agrees ;to pass a new Ordinance, 
and the Minister tells the Adminis¬ 
trator to give assent. 

On day-to-day policies in the 
Administration, however, the pow ¬ 
er over these matters is in the 
Minister's hands. Within the ex¬ 
isting laws, he can instruct the 
Administrator as he wishes. 

Schedule 4 - 9:routine oaths. 
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Violation of Aust.&UN Aims 


T N REFUSING to allow Norfolk Island 
the right of self-determination in de¬ 
ciding on its own future kind of gov¬ 
ernment, Australia is violating com¬ 
mitments it has made to the United 
Nations, and the latest policies laid 
down by a senior Australian Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee. 

Australia's commitments to the UN 
are set out in various resolutions, 
covenants and the Declaration of Hu¬ 
man Rights. 

In Resolution 1514 (XV) of the UN 
General Assembly. "The General 
Assembly... declares that... imme¬ 
diate steps shall be taken. In trust 
and non-self-governing territories 
or all other territories which have 
not yet attained iiufependence, to 
transfer all powers to the peoples of 
those territories, without any con¬ 
ditions or reservations, in accordance 


with their freely expressed will and 
desire... " 

The February, 1978 report of the 
United Nations Association of Aust¬ 
ralia states: "Norfolk Island is at 
present quite clearly a non-self-gov¬ 
erning colony of Australia. No chall-. 
enge to that reality on moral, legal, 
political or sociological grounds is 
sustainable. Australia has no justifi¬ 
cation for continuing to claim that 
Norfolk Island is part of metropolitan 
Australia and therefore not subject 
to Australia's obligations to the United 
Nations about non-self-governing terri¬ 
tories. " 

One of Australia's senior Parlia¬ 
mentary Committees, the Senate 
Standing Committee on Foreign Af¬ 
fairs and Defence, conducted hearings 
during 1977 on Australia's relations 
with the South Pacific. In its official 


. report, published in 1978, the Com¬ 
mittee states: 

"In this Report the terms 'South 
Pacific countries', Islands' and 
'Islanders' are used extensively. 

The use of this terminology is for 
literary convenience only and the 
Committee stresses that it has been 
very aware throughout the Inquiry 
that the South Pacific consists of 
independent sovereign states, self- 
governing states and territories. ” 

"The countries of the South Pac¬ 
ific have the sovereign right to de¬ 
termine for themselves the course 
and style of their development." 

"There is a growing feeling in 
Australia that in our relations with 
the South Pacific countries we must 
not attempt in any way to dominate 
them but must make a special effort 
to take into account the sensitivit¬ 
ies of their peoples. * 

including immigration, education, 
social service benefits, taxes etc. - 
and at the same time be closely as¬ 
sociated with Australia, with Aust¬ 
ralia having full control over most 
matters of International importance 
including defense, foreign affairs, 
and scores of vital laws such as mar¬ 
ital matters. 

UNTRUE : "The Bill is die out¬ 
come of negotiation and must pass 
both the scrutiny of the people of 
the Island and the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment. " TRUE ; Nothing requires 
the Bill to pass the scrutiny of die 
people of Norfolk. The untrue 
statement, if it were true, would 
mean that Australia hat agreed to 
allow the Island to express its for¬ 
mal consent, or dissent, on the 
Bill. Australia is completely op¬ 
posed to allowing this. 

UNTRUE . “The extra cost to 
the Island for the new system of 
government as against die present 
system, will not be very great - 
if at all" because Australia will 
pay for the Administrator. Official 
Secretary and other Australian staff - 
thus offsetting the cost of higher 
salaries for Assembly and Execut¬ 
ive Council members. TRUE: Aust¬ 
ralia does plan to pay those expen¬ 
ses. At the same time, it is expect¬ 
ed to stop paying a grant of $126, 000 
a year to the Island, although this is 
not pinned down,yet; The net effect 
would be a rise of local government 
costs to the people of Norfolk - ex¬ 
clusive of welfare benefits and other 
costs Australia might require - of 
around $100,000 a year. 

UNTRUE; "Norfolk Island could 
be, if Immigration was not properly 


Bill supported with errors 


A number of inaccurate and mis¬ 
leading statements about the Norfolk 
Island Bill have been circulated on 
the Island, in support of the Bill. 

Residents should take care to sep¬ 
arate truth from falsehood in form¬ 
ing opinions about the Bill. 

Here are examples of misinforma¬ 
tion that has been put out. 

UNTRUE: The Bill is only "a 
draft Ordinance, which embodies 
a suggested system. " TRUE: The 
Bill is not a draft Ordinance, but 
a Bill for an Act introduced in the 
House of Representatives with the 
support of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. Such Bills are not "suggest¬ 
ed systems" but are part of formal 
legislation, approved In advance 
by Cabinet and by the Legislative 
Committee of Cabinet. 

UNTRUE : 'Until February, it 
will be open to both sides to sug¬ 
gest amendments, or, indeed, 
should the people of Norfolk Island 
or the Australian Parliament so 
wish, to reject completely, the 
Ordinance." fRUE; There is no 
legal procedure for allowing the 
people of Norfolk to reject the 
Bill. They have no such power. 

UNTRUE; "As the Administra¬ 
tor traces his authority from the 
Queen via the Governor-General 
of Australia, it follows that the 
Executive Council on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and are classified as "advisers". 

In practice, in a Constitutional 
Monarchy, the Queen or her repre¬ 
sentatives act upon the advice of 
die Legislature on all matters with¬ 


in their power to advise her." This 
implies that the Administrator will, 
in practice, follow the advice of 
the Legislative Assembly or its Execu¬ 
tive Council on all matters within 
their power to advise on. TRUE; The 
Executive Council will be able to 
advise on any Norfolk matter. On 
Schedule 2 matters the Administra¬ 
tor will act upon their advice. On 
all major matters of government 
the Administrator must act on any 
advice given by the Minister, re¬ 
gardless of the Executive Council's 
advice. 

UNTRUE ; "The Executive Coun¬ 
cil is responsible, as the Cabinet is 
responsible in Australia for the ex¬ 
ecutive running of the Island as 
against the Legislative Assembly, 
like Parliament, through which all 
legislation must be passed on mat¬ 
ters within the power of the Island 
to make laws for the Island." 

TRUE; The Executive Council is 
not to be responsible for the execu¬ 
tive running of the Island - only for 
roads, drains and the other relative¬ 
ly minor matters in Schedule 2. 

The legislative Assembly does not 
have to pass all legislation. The 
Bill gives the Governor-General the 
power to make laws on most major 
matters, including the power to 
tax the Island, without reference to 
the Assembly. 

UNTRUE : If Norfolk had con¬ 
trol over all Island matters, it 
would mean complete independence. 
TRUE ; Norfolk could have control 
over all genuinely local matters - 
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managed, a back door to Australia - 
so it would not seem unreasonable 
that the Australian Government should 
wish to retain an ultimate power of 
veto." TRUE : The risk of Norfolk's 
being a "back door" to Australian 
migration is so slight as to be Insig¬ 
nificant. It takes at least five years 
to become a Norfolk resident. If 


ever such a problem should appear, 
Australia could control it immediate¬ 
ly with its own laws. There is no 
need whatsoever to give Australia 
control over Norfolk immigration 
laws for this purpose. 

UNTRUE ; The Bill Is concerned 
with "the introduction of internal 
self-government for Norfolk Island." 


WHO GAINS - WHO 


GAINS TO NORFOLK 

■ Local management of "public 
utilities" including electricity gen¬ 
eration, local phones, lighterage, 
tanallth plant. Bond stores. Tourist 
Bureau, Post Office, radio station. 

■ Local control,of roads, drains, 
noxious weeds, registry, etc. (but 
not including land registry). 

■ Opportunity for "Ministerial" 
members of Assembly to work more 
closely with certain sections of Ad¬ 
ministration than Council has been 
allowed to in the past. 

■ Title of local body changed 
from "Council" to "Legislative As¬ 
sembly". 

■ Title of senior elected repre¬ 
sentative changed from "President 
of Committees" to "President of 
Assembly." 

■ New Body to set Administration 
policies on Schedule 2 matters - 
"Executive Council". 

■ Administration able to borrow, 
with Ausflalian permission. 

■ N.I. Administration to be an 
incorporated body. 

■ Assembly tx> elect own chair¬ 
man of meetings, instead of being 
chaired by Administrator. 

■ Assembly able to prevent Com¬ 
monwealth from altering present 
laws on immigration, customs (ex¬ 
cept duties), fishing and education. 

■ Norfolk given an opportunity 
to show that it can successfully and 
co-operatively manage a range of 
minor local matters as an integral 
part of the Commonwealth. 
UNCHANGED 

■ Australian-appointed Administra¬ 
tor continues to be head of Island 
government. 

■ Commonwealth assertion of a 
ri$it to rule Norfolk without the con¬ 
sent of those governed is re-affirmed. 

■ Most major Norfolk policies will 
continue to be set in Canberra, by 
Ministerial/Departmental people not 
resident on the Island. 

■ Court system remains substan¬ 
tially as is. 

■ Most present Ordinances to con¬ 
tinue as is. 

■ Assembly or Executive Council 


should be able to continue to advise 
on any matter affecting Norfolk, as 
advisory Council now does - though 
Executive Council meetings will be 
secret, and citizens will not know 
what advice has been given there. 

LOSSES TO NORFOLK 

■ Norfolk Island defined as not in¬ 
cluding surrounding sea or sea-bed. 

■ Pitcairners' homeland rights 
probably lost. 

■ Social welfare system, almost 
completely shaped by the Island 
and die present advisory Council, 
to be set by Commonwealth. 

■ Taxation without representa¬ 
tion to be made legal, with no bar 
to land rates or death duties. 

■ New taxes will be levied, and 
spent mainly according to Com - 
monwealth decisions, rather than 
local decisions. 

■ Hospital and health matters to 
be under full Commonwealth con¬ 
trol. 

■ Opportunity to replace colon¬ 
ial form of government with demo¬ 
cratic form of government has been 
by-passed. 

■ Possibility of Norfolk Island coin¬ 
age, with potential gain of an esti¬ 
mated $250,000 a year to the Island, 
formally prohibited. 

■ Election of local representatives 
only every 3 years, instead of every 
2. (Unless Administrator calls early 
elections.) 

■ Policy matters to be discussed 
in Executive Council, sworn to 
secrecy, instead of in open Council. 

■ Local representatives' salaries 
to be set by Australian Tribunal 
rather than in local open debate. 

■ Cost of local government set¬ 
up will rise. No accurate estimate 
yet, but early "guestimates" of a 
rise of $80,000 - $120, 000 a year. 

■ Form of government becomes 
much more complicated, harder to 
understand, more remote from 
average citizen. 

■ Administrator no longer able to 
be questioned or asked to speak 
without notice in open Council meet¬ 
ings. 


TRUE; The Bill, according to Mi. 
Ellicott's speech in Parliament, is 
designed to let Norfolk become 
"more involved" in its own affairs, 
and to "ensure the preservation" of 
the Commonwealth’s control over 
the Island. Mr. Ellicott, quite cor¬ 
rectly, made no mention at all of 
self-government. 


LOSES 

■ Ministerial positions will require 
accounting and management train¬ 
ing, and so tend to go to mainland- 
ers, with Islanders tending to hold 
less influential positions. 

■ Norfolk's uncertain constitution¬ 
al position, as ethnically and cul¬ 
turally distinct from Australia, is 
resolved in the Commonwealth's 
favour. 


GAINS TO OOMMQNWEALTH 

■ Path now cleared for Common- 
wealth to claim complete rights 
over 125,000 square miles of sea 
and sea-bed surrounding Norfolk, 

■ 120-year-long dispute over 
Pitcairners' rights to Norfolk Island 
is covered over once again by all- 
new, " thoroughly considered" 
legislation. 

■ Norfolk Island to be formally 
expected to pay its own way with¬ 
out cost to Commonwealth, al¬ 
though Commonwealth will retain 
the right to say how most of the 
locally-raised money is to be spent. 

■ The nuisance of administering 
the 42 matters in Schedule 2, 
which are of no interest or concern 
to the Commonwealth, is handed to 
Norfolk. 

■ After being subjected to severe 
criticism from international organisa¬ 
tions including the United Nations 
Association, the Commonwealth puts 
itself in a position to claim that Nor¬ 
folk's "outmoded and inappropriate" 
form of government has been re¬ 
placed with a modern, new system 
granting "wide powers" to a local 
body, and with "wider powers" to 

be considered in five years. This 
will enable the Commonwealth to 
fend off any future international ob¬ 
jections. 

■ Norfolk to be officially described, 
in Commonwealth legislation, as 
"the Territory of Norfolk Island" and 
a 'Territory of the Commonwealth." 

■ Complete control over Norfolk, 
regardless of the wishes of Island 
residents, is preserved by die Com¬ 
monwealth on all matters of any con¬ 
sequence. 
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Norfolk 


(Continuing the reminiscences of two 
island ladies of different generations. 
These are their personal memories 
of the Norfolk they both love so dear¬ 
ly-) 

'On Norfolk in the old days you 
i new everybody, M Aunt Sue continued 
wistfully. "And we had very few 
mainlanders then - you could count 
them on one hand. There was Bert 
Ctarr -1 don't remember his coming 
here - he was just here. And Mr. 

Bell - he was a collosal photographer. 
He'd climb up into the trees to photo¬ 
graph the young terns. He was from 
New Zealand and went to Sunday 
Island to gather specimens and things 
for the London Museum. Nobody 
lived there- it was a very wild place. 
He and his wife and their two little 
girls went. They took a teacher 
along for the little girls. Both girls 
ate poisonous berries and died. 

"Do you remember Roy Bell's 
brother, Aunt Sue? His name was 
Dick - and he was crippled. He fell 
down the rocks gathering bird eggs 
or something. 1 used to hate my 
freckles. He used to say, 'Oh, see 
how those whale birds been laid an 
egg on your nose!' And I used to 
mortally hate him." 

Do you remember Mr. Fox, the 
little man who was with the Mission 
for years and years, Mary? He 
lived there all of his life - he was 
one of the missionaries. A very 
wonderful man. Well, he evidently 
wrote a book about the Mission which 
Prof. Wilson's daughter said was more 
accurate than "God's Gentlemen". 

'The Mission started at Mission Bay 
in New Zealand. Life was a struggle. 
They used to bring the boys up from 
the Hebrides. They were cold and 
lean. ” 

"Were you frightened of them. 

Aunt Sue?" 

"No, not at all. We didn’t mix 
with them much. 

"My Aunt Jinny and Leslie used to 
be the cooks out there - he was the 
baker - he used to go 'round die 
islands as a missionary in the first 
place. He was teaching them cook¬ 
ing and all that sort of thing. I don't 
know what Hardy Rosslter did out 
there but they lived out at the 
Mission too. 

T read up on the history when I 
was in New Zealand a couple of 
years ago. It was Bishop Selwyn 
who suggested that Bishop Patteson 



should be the next Bishop of Melan¬ 
esia. The missionaries found the 
climate in Auckland far too cold for 
the students who were dying off 
from all sorts of complaints because 
they had all come from the Solo¬ 
mons or the New Hebrides. It was 
Norfolk Island they chose. 

"Yes, and when they broke up 
the Mission here and moved up to 
the Solomons, I recall they took 
all their buildings with them, ex¬ 
cept the Chapel of course. 

"I remember the Mission as be¬ 
ing the most beautiful park I'd ever 
seen. You wouldn't see a blade of 
grass out of place and they used to 
import their stock from New Zea¬ 
land. All the buildings were made 
of New Zealand Kauri. They had 
a printery too. The native boys 
and girls were taught all sorts of 
trades and proper farming techniques 
so they could go back to the islands 
and teach." 

"Norfolk's school used to be down 
at the Administration," Mary re¬ 
called. "In the courthouse." 

"That was even before my driie, " 
Aunt Sue said. "We had no hospi¬ 
tal, 1 remember. They eventually 
turned the doctor's house into a 
hospital. It could have been No. 

9 Quality Row. The doctor was a 
horrible ogre. Everybody hated 
going to the doctor. He was the 
dentist and everything in those 
days. We won't talk about it." 

“Do you remember any of the 
Administrators, Aunt Sue?" 

"Yes, the very first Administrator 
1 remember was Capt. Elliott. 1 be¬ 
lieve that is vague, but I can just 
remember him. I believe it was he 
who put the people out of the houses. 

I believe the very first Administrator 
down there was Spalding. I met his 
son. 1 think Elliott must have come 
next. Then Mr. Murphy came here 
as a surveyor first and then he was 
sent back as Administrator. He was 
a lovely man and had a very nice 
son. The son mixed with die island¬ 
ers very well. He was a handsome 
fellow and spoke Norfolk. He did 
this very well indeed and liked to 
think he was one of the boys. When 


LIVING 

he got married he brought his wife 
back here and she was beautiful. 

Oh, I remember them going out 
horseriding and they looked such a 
beautiful pair. The Administrator 
rode around in a four wheeler buggy. 

"The next one after Murphy was 
Gen. Parnell." 

”1 can remember him well, " Mary 
recalled. "General Parnell was a 
very charming gentleman and so 
was Murphy. 

"After Parnell was Col. Lean." 

1 went away when Lean was here, * 
Aunt Sue remarked. "He had a very ■ 
pretty daughter." 

'He had a couple of pretty daught¬ 
ers, " Mary remembered. "One of 
them fell in love with Fish Adams. 
The elegant parties started with 
Lean." 

"Do you know the rest of the Ad¬ 
ministrators, Mary?" 

'1 wouldn't know their exact order. 
Most came for a two year period. • 
Some wanted to have their terms ex¬ 
tended. There have been a couple 
of diem who have died here. 

"Some liked the island - some 
came with a job to do. Some fell 
in love with die Island's way of life -- 
they were the best, naturally, 

"Col. Spalding took up land at 
Palm Glen when he retired. They 
built a home there and went in for 
coffee and then the Boer War broke 
out..." 

(to be continued) 


soon m/tew 

THE EXILE'S LAMENTATIONS 

A SLIM, 120-page book just pub¬ 
lished is an amazing addition to 
Norfolk Island history. 

It is the first-hand account of a 
prisoner sentenced here in the bru¬ 
tal "second settlement". 

Thomas Cook was here from 1836 
to 1841. He wrote a long manuscript 
about his experiences, and left it 
with the famous Alexander Macono- 
chie, the prison reformer who was 
in charge of Norfolk at the time. 

Manonochie took die manuscript 
back to England with him, and 
many years later, in 1929, Sydney's 
Mitchell Library bought the manu¬ 
script in London for £250. 

The manuscript has been lying 
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in the Mitchell archives, virtually 
unknown, ever since then. 

It has now been transcribed and 
published by an organisation called 
the Library of Australian History, 
at 17 Mitchell Street, North Sydney 
2060. Only 1, 000 copies of the 
book, "The Exile’s Lamentations", 
have been printed. They are on 
sale only direct from the publish¬ 
ers, and can be ordered for $15 a 
copy plus $1.30 packing and post¬ 
age. 

Cook's account starts with his 
conviction in England, at the age 
of 18. He and a friend, irritated 
by a cranky man in their little 
town of Whitchurch, England, con¬ 
cocted a threatening letter intend¬ 
ed to put a fright into the man. 

For this young Cook was sentenced 
to 14 years transportation to New 
South Wales. 

The first third of the book, rough¬ 
ly, tells about the life of a N.S.W. 
prisoner. It was savage, and Cook 
escaped. He was quickly caught, 
and sent to Norfolk. 

The rest of the book is about Nor¬ 
folk Island, and about the effect of 
Maconochie's humane reforms in 
punishment - as well as containing 
material describing Cook's efforts 
to obtain a pardon. 

Cook lists the punishments inflict¬ 
ed on a number of specific prisoners, 
to illustrate what the "old system" 
was. A man called Michael Burns, 
for example, received 21 special 
punishments in two years. They in¬ 
cluded "100 lashes - singing a song", 
"100 lashes - refusing to work being 
unable from debility", "50 lashes - 
not being able to to work and to be 
kept on bread and water until fit" - 
and so on. 

Cook wrote that the merciless 
lashings didn’t have much effect, 
once prisoners got used to them. 

It's a grim tale, but anyone 
who cares at all seriously about 
Norfolk’s convict era will want to 
read it. 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


IF THE TREND to white wines has 
been a problem for winemakers it 
is.. proving to be of some benefit 
to drinkers. Until recently we 
would rarely expect a flagon red to 
be more than basic quality but now 
some very acceptable ones are ap¬ 
pearing in casks. The cask pack al¬ 
so has the advantage of allowing one 


to consume the contents at leisure 
without risk of oxidization of the 

The Bond has a claret and a bur¬ 
gundy under Wynn's Wynvale label 
which at $6. 50 for the equivalent 
of six bottles represent good value. 

With the festive season close to 
hand I have been looking at ports 
to follow those more than ample 
meals we are sure to have regardless 
of good intentions to the contrary. 

In the first place 1 know one should 
use originals as a basis for compari¬ 
son which, in the case of port, means 
Portuguese. My taste, however, in¬ 
clines to the more full-bodied styles 
often found in the Australian product. 

A Portuguese port of considerable 
merit comes under the Hants label 
and, at ten years, it is fairly well 
matured. The style is light with a 
fine "nutty' flavour. The Bond has 
it at $6.25. 

Grand Commandaria is something 
quite unusual from Cyprus. The la¬ 
bel proclaims a 1926 vintage and a 
long history from the days of the Cru¬ 
sades. 1 understand it has been well 
received here but, to my taste, it 
is too sweet and has an overlay which 
I could not identify but is reminis¬ 
cent of a Greek brandy tasted years 
ago. The price is steep at $9.35. 

In Australia, Sydney merchants 
H. G. Brown have done well to ac¬ 
quire a very good tawny from Lang- 
horne Creek about 25 miles east of 
Adelaide where it was made by John 
Pom whose family were pioneers in 
the district. No specific age is 
mentioned and it would be a blend 
of a number of vintages. I found it 
to be well balanced with good viscos¬ 
ity and undoubtedly excellent value 
at only $3.00. It will be my choice 
for Christmas. 



ONCE THE CHRISTMAS festivities 
are over we will probably be look¬ 
ing for something different to tempt 
our jaded palates. Here are several 
recipes you may like to try. 

CRISP SAVOURY SQUARES 
12 oz. short crust pastry 


6 oz. chopped ham or corned beef 
2 tablespoons drained crushed pine¬ 
apple 

2 hard boiled eggs 
1 .level tablespoon mild mustard 
1 egg or milk for glazing 
Chop meat and mix with pineapple, 
eggs and mustard. Roll the pastry 
to a thin sheet and cut into about 
40 2in. squares. Put a good tea¬ 
spoon filling on half the squares 
and moisten edges and place on 
baking sheet. Brush with beaten 
egg or milk and decorate tops with 
stars cut from pastry trimming. 

Bake in hot oven until golden brown. 
Re-heat before serving. 

NORTH AFRICAN SALAD 
li cups long grain rice 

1 small cucumber, sliced 

2 medium bananas, peeled and 

sliced 

2 tablespoons seeded raisins 
1 tablespoon chopped almonds 
4 tablespoons olive oil 
4 teaspoons lemon juice 
1 tablespoon grated lemon rind 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon honey . 

| cup drained crushed pineapple 
large pinch cayenne pepper 
Cook rice, drain well and chill 
overnight. 

Put die rice, cucumber, bananas, 
raisins, almonds and crushed pine¬ 
apple in a bowl, stir well. 

Mix together the oil, lemon juice 
and rind, salt, cayenne pepper and 
honey in a screw topped jar. Pour 
the dressing over salad and chill 30 
minutes before serving. 


CHICKEN A LA BOHEME 
1 (2-31b.) roasting chiclten 
i teaspoon salt 
4 oz. cooked macaroni 
i cup grated cheese 

1 cup chopped parsley 

2 rashers bacon, fried crisp and 

chopped 

1 medium onion, fried in bacon fat 

*egg 

1 tablespoon margarine or butter 

2 cups chicken bouillon. 

Wash and dry chicken; sprinkle 
salt in cavity. Mix cooked macar¬ 
oni, parsley, baoton, onion, cheese 
and egg; stuff chicken with mixture. 
Rub margarine on chicken. Roast 
in 350 degrees oven for about 1$ 
hours or until chicken is done. 

Pour bouillon into roasting pan and 
stir to combine with pan juice - 
serve with chicken. You may like 
to thicken the gravy with a little 
bit of cornflour. Serve chicken 
with the stuffing and gravy. 
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How quietly and unobtrusively 
Christmas creeps up on us here on 
Norfolk. 

I guess the reason is there’s no 
commercial build-up, no radio an¬ 
nouncers reminding us every five 
minutes that there are only so many 
more shopping days left. Mind you, 
one can sense an Increase In pace 
in the shopping centre and perhaps 
this week will see more shops show¬ 
ing Christmas spirit in decorating. 

The end of the year Is always a 
busy time for the children too with 
all sorts of activities arranged for 
their enjoyment. Wednesday, 22nd 
November, was an exciting day for 
the children at Banyan Park Play- 
centre. It was their first Sports 
Day. Some of the proud win¬ 

ners of ribbons Included Zilpha Men- 
ghetti, Cindy Douran, Shaun Will¬ 
iams, Dwain Buffett, Claudine Karl 
and Fiona Anderson. The morning 
was rounded off with a piggy-back 
race - don't know who enjoyed these 
races the most - the grown-ups or 
the littlies on their backs. Golly, 

Di Menghetti really streaked along 
with young Pete on her back. There 
was even a heat for the menfolk in 
which Dick Mason took some beat¬ 
ing. Richard Bataille and KikQuin- 
tal weren't far behind either. Be¬ 
lieve Richard had to go home and 
recover! All in all, a beaut day for 
the littlies and one which I'm sure 
will become a popular event in the 
calendar year of the Playcentre. 

Another exciting event for the 
young boys, this time, was the An¬ 
nual Presentation Afternoon for the 
Junior Rugby League. There was no 
holding the children in suspense 
either as the actual presentations 
were the first item on the programme 
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 25th Novem¬ 
ber at the Leagues Club. Nearly all 
teams were fully represented and 
Piute Snell as President of the Junior 
League made the presentations. In 
each division there was a Coach's 
Award, a Best & Fairest and a Most 
Improved. Some of the recipients 
of trophies included Wayne Bates, 
Simon & Matthew Bigg, Aaron Gra¬ 
ham, David Mapl, Christopher Ba¬ 
ker, Craig Wallace, Garry Bigg, 

Bren don Anderson and Adrian Evans. 

In the team events Golds "scooped" 
die pool and won in each of the di¬ 


visions. . However, Barry Jones is 
hopeful that the tables might be turn¬ 
ed with the transfer of his opponent 
referee Terry Wallace! After all 
the football presentations had been 
made, Piute then thanked Terry Wal¬ 
lace for his two years as Secretary of 
the Junior League and made a small 
presentation for Terry to take back. 

For die past three or four weeks 
there has been intensive activity in 
the Infants Section of the school as 
the various classes made prepara¬ 
tions for the Annual School Concert. 
This was held on Wednesday, 6th 
December, in Rawson Hall. As al¬ 
ways the hall was filled to capacity - 
no baby sitters available on this night 
so babies and toddlers were all there 
as well! This is a most popular 
event here cn Norfolk - a great 
fainily occasion. The first item 
on the programme was "Songs from 
other Lands" presented by Fay 
Bataille's kindergarten class. The 
curtain opened to reveal a really 
colourful scene of groups of child¬ 
ren dressed in different costumes of 
the land they were representing. 

As each song was sung the appro¬ 
priate group came to the front of 
the stage. Zylpha Menghetti, Bi¬ 
anca Burns and Yvette Buffett were 
delightful Indian maidens. 1 recog¬ 
nized Michelle Howell, Bridgette 
Fitzpatrick and David Hogden dress¬ 
ed in their Dutch costumes. Kylie 
Ryan and her partner, Michael Her¬ 
bert, looked terrific in their colour¬ 
ful Japanese costums. Justine Rey¬ 
nolds was a most convincing Mexi¬ 
can bandit and some of the farmers 
included Grant Summerscales, 

Matthew Christian and Matthew Bigg. 
The only shepherd I recognized was 
Mitchell Graham. The whole presen¬ 
tation was delightful and was conclu¬ 
ded with Rebecca Hayes representing 
Tahiti. Rebecca was terrific - 
brought the house down. Rebecca's 
mum has delighted many audiences 
with her hula dancing. Perhaps Re¬ 
becca is going to follow in her foot¬ 
steps. 

Pat Knight had chosen "Three Trees 
of Bethlehem" for Year l's item - 
the three trees being Robin Wilkin¬ 
son as the fir tree - olive tree Susan 
Magri and the cedar tree was Diane 
Lorking. The Christmas story was 
told in an unusual and attractive 
way with the children singing differ¬ 


ent Christmas carols. Thcfre were 
two narrators who explained to 
the audience what each design was 
depicting - die narrators were Miriam 
Christian-Bailey and Natalie Stehr. 

Yet again Maureen Tavener's 
class delighted the audience with 
another of her stories told through 
mime and dance. This year the 
story of Rudolph the Red Closed Rein¬ 
deer was chosen. Mark Christian 
was terrific as Rudolph. I think it 
was Marcus McNamara underneath 
Santa's outfit. Tanya Randall and 
Shari Sterling were dancing girls. 
Samantha Grimshaw was a most 
convincing rag doll who had to be 
helped around the stage by Rudolph 
and the very colourful tin soldiers 
were led in their march by Donna 
Prentice. Part of the scenery of 
trees Included Jason Ryan, Hayden 
Bennett, Stephen McIntyre and 
Jason McElwain. There were elves 
and goblins too. 

After the rehearsals during the 
week many of die children wer e 
talking about Year 3's contribution 
to the concert, "King of the Jungle", 
and that night one could understand 
why. Jazz music formed the back¬ 
ground to the story of Tarzan who.’ 
was trying to demonstrate to Jane 
his strength and courage as king of 
the jungle. Daniel Buffett as Tar¬ 
zan spoke in a good clear voice 
as did Josie Glllett as Jane. Tar¬ 
zan was shown up in his true col- 
* ours when surrounded by a band of 
savages. The costums of the ani¬ 
mals and the savages’ masks were 
terrific. Albert Buffett 

as President of die P & C Associa¬ 
tion made presentations to the girl 
Captain - Denise Boniface, and 
boy captain - Wayne Spillar. Mr. 
WilJdnson then explained that the 
Queen Victoria Scholarships would 
be awarded on this occasion too 
and he invited Mrs. Eliza Clarkson 
who herself had received such a 
scholarship and had also taught on 
Norfolk to come forward and pre¬ 
sent the awards. Junior boy - 
Jonathan Evans, Junior Girl - Jus- 
dne Cree, Senior Boy - Chris Kenny 
and Senior Girls, equal - Denise 
Boniface and Anne McCoy. 

Mr. George Harrison, Managing 
Director of East-West had come 
over to make presentations on be¬ 
half of East-West to the "triers". 

The recipients had been able to 
choose their own gifts. Robyn 
Burrell had chosen a radio; Mark 
Fitzpatrick a calculator. Corrine 
Grube as the Senior Girl winner 
chose a mohair rug and Alan Mc¬ 
Connell the Senior Boy winner 
chose a socket set. 
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EDITORIAL 


IS THE TRUSTEE TRUSTWORTHY? 


AFTER MR. ELLICOTT'S speech of May 8th, The 
News reported his announcements under a headline that said 
"Self-government again - at last*. ” 

We were deceived. More truthfully, we deceived our¬ 
selves. We quite incorrectly assumed that Australia had de¬ 
cided to restore democracy to the Island. 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 has now been tabled in the 
Australian Parliament, revealing what Australia's real inten¬ 
tions are. We can now understand why Mr. Ellicott seemed 
so nervous as he delivered his speech on May 8th. 

The Bill is nothing but a re-hashed version of the same 
colonial rule that has caused anguish and protest on Norfolk, 
generation after generation, ever since self-government on 
the Island was crushed in 1896. 

Six times since then Australia has set up newly-named 
local "government" bodies, and allowed the people to vote 
for them. None has ever been given any significant power 
to govern. Australia has always retained that power for it¬ 
self. 

The "Legislative Assembly" proposed by the Bill is sim¬ 
ply illusion number seven in this series of non-governing bo¬ 
dies. It will be allowed to make ordinances about roads and 
drains - provided Australia's Governor-General does not veto 
them. It will be allowed to control only a tiny fraction of 
taxes to be raised on the Island. 

The Bill does not acknowledge that Norfolk island is a 
separate and distinct settlement, never ceded to or annexed 
by Australia. On the contrary, the Bill requires Norfolk to be 
administered as a possession - a territory "of" Australia. 

The Bill does not acknowledge that the authority of the 
new government must come from the consent of those gov¬ 
erned. On the contrary, it asserts Australia's outmoded and 
disreputable claim that Australia may dictate and Norfolk 
must obey. 

The Bill does not acknowledge the right of the people of 
Norfolk to raise their own money and spend it. On the con¬ 
trary, it actually authorises - in a Bill for an Australian law - 
the principle that taxation without representation is accept¬ 
able,^ and that Australia has the right to spend the lion's 
share of money Norfolk Island raises itself. 

The Bill legally strips Norfolk Island's surrounding ocean 
and sea-bed away from the Island, by defining Norfolk as 
land and rocks only. 

In Introducing the Bill into Parliament Mr. Ellicott said 
that "wide powers will be exercised by an elected Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly and an Executive Council". Those are impor¬ 
tant titles, in Australia. Mr. Ellicott did not mention that 
powers of any real consequence will be exercisable only 
with Australia’s agreement. The true powers of the Assembly 
and the Executive Council are about as wide as from the 
rubbish chute at Headstone to the Island's one street light at 
Midd legate. 

Mr. Ellicott at least had the decency to avoid using the 
term "self-government". He said instead that the Bill would 
"confer on the Island residents the opportunity to become 
increasingly involved in their own affairs". And he made it 
clear to the House of Representatives that the Bill had been 
sngineered to preserve, fully, the Commonwealth's ability 


to do whatever it chooses with Norfolk, whether the people 
like it or not. 

Fancy Australia's allowing us the "opportunity" to be¬ 
come "involved in" our own affairs'. What condescension*. 
What colonialism*. 

A 

MR. ELLICOTT SAID to the House of Representatives 
that the Bill would carry over until late February, and that 
the Government would consider whether any amendments 
were needed. 

Small amendments will not make it a just Bill. The Isl¬ 
and should not waste precious time fiddling with what goes 
into Schedule 3, or what the Administrator's title ought to 
be, or other details. The trouble lies not in details but in 
basic principles. 

Three principles are required for good government on 
Norfolk Island. They are a recognition of the Island's separ¬ 
ateness, a recognition of the people's right to self-determi¬ 
nation, and an assurance that taxes can be neither raised nor 
spent except through a proper representative process. In short, 
a healthy relationship with Australia - if it is possible to have 
such a thing - requires that Australia hold a position of advi¬ 
sing Norfolk on Island affairs, not Norfolk advising Australia. 

Will the Commonwealth accept those principles? Per¬ 
haps not, but we should seek its specific answers at once. 

Australia has a duty to speak plainly. As Mr. Ellicott 
pointed out in his 1975 legal opinion, Australia's relationship 
to the Island is akin to that of a trustee - and when a trustee 
proposes sweeping changes in the administration of a trust, 
he should be ready to speak openly and rationally about them. 
Sectecy, evasiveness, vague answers and "not being avail¬ 
able for comment just now" make the trustee look suspect. 

Australia's exercise of power over Norfolk (so Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said in his legal opinion) should be "directed solely to 
the benefit of the committed territory and its inhabitants." 

If we are to be governed as a possession of Australia...and 
be denied self-determination... and be taxed without rep¬ 
resentation... and have the surrounding ocean proclaimed 
to be not part of Norfolk Island - Mr. Ellicott should explain 
how those policies will be solely for our benefit. If he can 
not give plain reasons, the Bill should be diverted off into 
committee and reconstructed in a way that puts those basic 
principles right. 

If it should turn out that Australia can't give clear reas¬ 
ons and will not reconstruct the Bill. Norfolk Island should 
immediately seek protection against a trustee whose conduct 
has become untrustworthy. That protection can be secured 
only from friendly islands in the Pacific; from the Parlia¬ 
ment or Privy Council of England, or from the United Nat¬ 
ions. 

Because time is short we should seek Mr. Ellicott's clar¬ 
ification at once. In the absence of fully reassuring answers 
from him by early fanuary Norfolk will need to move quick¬ 
ly if it is to protect itself. The moment the Bill has been 
passed, its one obvious purpose will have been achieved: 
trapping Norfolk Island and its surrounding ocean zone firmly 
in Australia's net, for such later uses as may suit Australia. 
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I 

MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILE.RS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

! BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



ELECTRIC HAIR CURLERS - ONLY $8.50 
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Pitcairners Take 
Stand Against Bill 

SOCIETY RESOLUTION OPPOSES GOVERNMENT PLAN FOR NORFOLK 
AND ASKS FOUR BASIC CHANGES; PUBLIC MEETING CALLED PAGES 3 

UNITED NATIONS 
ALERTED paoes# ° 

NORFOLK RESIDENTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO DECIDE 
THEIR OWN FUTURE, U.N. ASSOCIATION SAYS 

Australia Claims 
Norfolk Seas ,ias!u ' 


PLUS'- 


COUNCIL TOLD ThAT BENEFITS FROM 
NORFOLK OCEAN ZONE WILL BE USED 
FOR THE BEST INTEREST OF AUSTRALIA 


EDITORIAL 

WHAT COUNCILLORS BLUCHER, 
McINTYRE, MacKENZIE AND SNELL 
TOLD THE PEOPLE SHORTLY BEFORE 
THEY WERE RE-ELECTED 


VISIT OF SHADOW MINISTER.... NEWS FROM OTHER ISLANDS...SOME NORFOLK 
GHOSTS... HELEN PAYNE’S RECIPES... GOOD WINES *IN BOND"... HOW THE 
ISLAND CELEBRATED THE HOLIDAYS, IN THE NEWSY "LETTER FROM HOME" 




COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We arc hard to find because we're back In behind 
othet ibopa along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for ui because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. . ; j 

Our shop Is alto nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnisb< 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive Is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop» ; . ifiyou get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes’ walk up 
the road from the Pott Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS. AGATE, CORAL. MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
NORFOLK ISLAND STA MPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS --GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - S.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



Pitcairners oppose bill 


THE SOCIETY of Descendants of 
:he Pitcairn Settlers formally re¬ 
vived on January 8 th to oppose the 
Morfolk Island Bill 1978 in its pres¬ 
ent form, and to ask the Australian 
Parliament to make major changes 
n the Bill. 

The resolution is the first definite 
itand taken towards the Norfolk. Island 
lill by any major body on the bland. 
Council took a neutral position at its 
December 13th meeting, with Presi- 
ient of Committees, Bill Blucher 
simply reading out a precis of the 
Bill. At the January 10th Council 
meeting there was no discussion of 
the Bill, out of "courtesy and fair¬ 
ness" to two Councillors who were 
away on trips, and to electors who 
may have put views to them. 

The Society’s resolution, oppos¬ 
ing the Bill, was passed unanimous¬ 
ly January 8th. Members present at 
the meeting started canvassing all 
other members the following day to 
make them aware of the resolution 
and to make sure there was no sub¬ 
stantial disagreement to the move. 

The Society also called a public 
meeting of all Norfolk electors for 
Tuesday January 16th to discuss the 
Island's future government, and has 
Invited electors who are not Society 
members to say so if they think the 
Society is "barking up the wrong 


An Advertisement announcing the 
public meeting appears later in this 


The Society's action follows'Six 
weeks of studying and discussing the 
Bill, which was introduced in the 
Australian Parliament with Govern¬ 
ment support on November 23rd. 

Members of the Society question-, 
ed Norfolk Island Councillors about 
the Bill for some .four hours at a,meet¬ 
ing in December. 

TltysSociety’s resolution says that 
the Bill will "deprive the people of 
Norfolk Island of entitlements and ' * 
tights.which are justly theirs'' and 
asks the Australian Parliament to 
make four basic changes in the Bill. 

The four changes which the So¬ 
ciety considers essential are: 

• Norfolk should be acknowledged 
to ihe homeland of the Pitcairn 
Racg. 

• The Island's separate and dis- Vt 


tlnct status should be re-confirmed, 
and the surrounding ocean zone 
should be recognised as belonging 
to Norfolk. 

• The right of consent by Norfolk 
electors should be acknowledged on 
any new constitution for the Island, 
or any future changes to it. 

• Norfolk should have sole right 
to raise taxes locally, and to spend 
any money raised locally. 

Three developments in December 
helped crystallise the Pitcairners’ 
attitude towards the Bill. 

• An officer of the United Nations 
Association of Australia, which 
prepared a major report on the Nor¬ 
folk situation early last year, in¬ 
formed Society President Ken Nobbs 
that if the Norfolk Island Bill appear¬ 
ed to be generally satisfactory to 

the Island, and was passed into law, 
the Association would have no fur¬ 
ther need to be concerned about a 
conflict between Australia and Nor¬ 
folk. 


• The U.N. Association's Feder¬ 
al Executive notified hon. R.J. 
Ellicott, the Australian Minister 
responsible for Norfolk, that it re¬ 
garded the Norfolk Island Bill as a 
step towards de-colonising the Isl¬ 
and, but was concerned about seven 
aspects of the Bill. The Association 
has relayed its position to the United 
Nations and to the U.N's Committee 
of 24 on De-colonisation. 

• Mr. Ellicott replied to a Novem¬ 
ber Jetter from the Society, asking 
him to support the principle of gov¬ 
ernment only with the consent of 

the governed. Mr. Ellicott's re - 
ply ignored the question, and in¬ 
dicated that Australia does not in¬ 
tend to budge from its intention to 
set up a new kind of government 
for the Island without any local act 
of consent. 

The Society's November letter 
to Mr. Ellicott enclosed a resolu¬ 
tion members had passed on Nov¬ 
ember 6th, and asked Mr. Ellicott 


S FULL TEXT OF THE PITCAIRN SOCIETY'S JANUARY 8TH 
RESOLUTION ASKING MAJOR CHANGES IN THE BILL 


Whereas the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 
has been introduced in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, with the support 
of the Australian Government, 
proposing a new form of constitu¬ 
tion for the governing of Norfolk 
Island, and 

Whereas the said Bill will deprive 
- 'the pedpife a f Norfolk Island of en- 
; tltlements and rights which are just- 
• ly theirs, 

•RHE ^DdltTY OP DESCENDANTS 
OF TtfE BTdAIRN SETTLERS, 
whose homeland Norfolk Island is, 
HEREBY RESOLVES that it opposes 
the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its 
present form, and asks the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament (®-*mend the 
Bill so as to incorporate the follow¬ 
ing changes which the Society con- 
, aiders to be essential: r 

1. That N&foK$nd *puld be 
recognised and formallyW-con- 
firmed as the homeland of the 
Pitcairn race, which it has been 
since 1856/ and that Australia 
should acknowledge that it has no 
right to deprive persons of Pitcairn 
descent of full freedom to live in 
i their homeland; and that any re¬ 
striction of this freedom should be 


made only by a representative 
body elected solely by the elec¬ 
tors of the Island. 

2. That Norfolk Island's existing 
status as a Separate and Distinct 
settlement in the British Common¬ 
wealth, which was established by 
the British Government in 1856, 
should be formally recognised and 
re-confirmed; and that Norfolk 
Island should not be dealt with at 
if it Write an Australian Possession; 
and that the sea and seabed sur¬ 
rounding Norfolk Island should be 
recognised as belonging to Norfolk 
Island, to die same distance and 
in the same manner as is generally 
thought right for Inhabited islands 
elsewhere in die world. 

3. That the people of Norfolk 
lslahdshquld be finally acknow¬ 
ledged to possess the right to give 
consent, or withhold consent, on 
any constitution for the Island and 
on any change thereto. 

4. That Norfolk Island should be 
formally acknowledged to have the 
sole right to determine how such 
moneys raised-^on the Island shall 
be .ppfjng, .thtt^gb a representative 
body elected s^foly by the electors 
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-Mazda/ Honda/Subaru DISTRIBUTORS 


A NEW CAR OR A 
SECOND-HAND CAR 


check our prices - it could 
save you hundreds of dollars 

for a value-packed deal * terms or trade 

DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

OPPOSITE O.TC. NEW CASCADE RDt PHONE 2097 


all prices clearly marked on cars 








if he would either support it or 
nelp the Society understand why 
the resolution was unreasonable. 

The November 6th resolution 
read as follows: - 

" Having regard to these facts - 
"1. That the Australian Government 
Minister responsible for Norfolk Island, 
Hon. R.J. Ellicott, has announced 
that he expects to table in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament, in late November 
or early December, a Bill to re-con- 
stitute the form of government on 
Norfolk Island, and 
"2. That Mr. Ellicott stated in his 
official announcement of May 8th, 

1978 that there was scope for "con¬ 
sultation and collaboration with the 
Norfolk Island community and its 
elected representatives" concerning 
the Island's future form of govern¬ 
ment, and that he hoped to "see 
that consultation and collaboration 
commence immediately", and 
”3. That there has been no consul¬ 
tation or collaboration with the Nor¬ 
folk Island community since then* 
and that any such consultation and 
collaboration has been actively pre¬ 
vented by Mr. Ellicott requiring 
members of the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil to observe complete secrecy con¬ 
cerning any discussions with him to 
consider the Island's future form of 
government, and 

"4. That it is a fundamental prin¬ 
ciple of British justice that British 
subjects are not legitimately govern¬ 
ed except by a government establish¬ 
ed with their expressed consent, and 
"5. That the Norfolk Island Council 
has no authority to bind its electors 
to new constitutional arrangements, 
any more than the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment has authority to amend the 
Australian Constitution without the 
consent of the electors in Australia, 
and 

"6. That whilst it may be thought 
that the Australian Government may 
fairly arrive at apeements with prim¬ 
itive peoples through negotiations 
with their tribal "head men", the 
people of Norfolk Island have been 
thoroughly familiar with democratic 
processes, written constitutions, 
representative government and refer- 
endums for well over a century, and 
are not only capable but entitled to 
express their own consent authorising 
constitutional changes, and 
"7. That we regard it as inappro¬ 
priate that the Australian Parliament 
should be asked to commit the Aust¬ 
ralian Government to new constitution¬ 
al arrangements for Norfolk Island 
without knowing in advance that those 
arrangements have been formally ac¬ 
cepted by die people of Norfolk Island. 


’ The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers, being the principal 
organisation of the Pitcairn race, 
whose families constitute more than 
half of the population of Norfolk Island 
and whose homeland Norfolk Island is, 
" HEREBY RESOLVES 

"THAT no bill providing new con¬ 
stitutional arrangements for Norfolk 
Island should be tabled in the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament until those arrange¬ 
ments have been given the consent 
of the majority of electors of Norfolk 
Island, and 

"THAT diis Society will not regard 
any form of Norfolk Island government 
as being fully legitimate unless it has 
received the formal consent of the ma¬ 
jority of the electors to be governed." 

Mr. Ellicott's response to the Nov¬ 
ember resolution was received by the 
Society late in December. It read: - 

”1 refer to your letter of 8 November 
1978 and to die resolution of the So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of die Pitcairn 
Settlers about the proposals for future 
government of Norfolk Island. 

"When I announced, on 8 May, the 
decisions that the Government had 
taken on its policies for Norfolk Island 
I stated that the Government had 
authorised me to discuss with Council 
the precise constitutional provisions 
to give effect to the Government’s 
proposals and other matters such as 
financial arrangements. 

"Following that announcement I 
have had several long and fruitful 
discussions with Council. The Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill 1978 which was in¬ 
troduced into Parliament on 23 Nov¬ 
ember was drafted with the fullest 
co-operation of Council and adopts 
many of die suggestions of Council 
which were put forward during our 
discussions. 

"Now that the Bill has been tabled 
the Norfolk Island community will bti 
better able to perceive and discuss the 
proposed changes. Copies of the Bill, 
the Explanatory Memorandum (which 
explains the Bill clause by clause) 
and die second reading speech have 
been made available on the Island to 
assist residents in tills regard. 

"As mentioned in the second read¬ 
ing speech, it is the Government's 
intention that the Bill lie on the 
table until the next sittings of Parlia¬ 
ment. This will provide an opportun¬ 
ity few public discussion and for 
Council to indicate any views that it 
may have on particular matters. The 
Government will then consider whe¬ 
ther there is a need for any amend¬ 
ments in the light of any representa¬ 
tions it receives. 

"Yours sincerely, 

"Bob Ellicott" 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PUBLIC MEETING 


RAWSON HALL 
Tuesday Jan. 16th 8pm 


A responsible officer of the United Nations Association of 
Australia (UNAA) has advised that if the Norfolk Island Bill 
is passed in its present form, the U.N.A.A. will be able 
to do little or nothing for Norfolk Island in the future. This 
is because the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 sets out an arrange¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island as an internal domestic Australian 
place. Australia can then, on the passage of die Bill, ad¬ 
vertise to the world that it has begun fulfilling its obliga¬ 
tion to 'decolonise' Norfolk Island. This is a deliberate 


distortion of truth! What Australia is doing is introducing 
the Nimmo recommendations through the back door. 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 effectively integrates Norfolk 
Island into the Australian system. 

"LEFT TO THEMSELVES. THINGS GO FROM BAD TO 
WORSE." (Murphy's Law) 

Left to Itself, the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its present 
form will make things go from bad to worse. 


LET'S LOOK _A_T S EVEN 
S HORTCOMI N~GS OF THE 
NORFOLK ISLA ND BILL 
AS EXPRESSED BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS AS- 
SOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


■ There is no procedure for an appropriate act of Self 
Determination. 

■ There is no provision for Norfolk Island to be able to 
communicate directly to the Australian Parliament. 

■ There is no assurance die Bill may not be changed la¬ 
ter by a different Government. 

■ It is paternalistic for Australia to control Norfolk Island 
revenues and Public Service. 

■ Norfolk Island does not control Health, Social Welfare 
legislation and Land Use. 

■ There is no provision for Norfolk Island to take part in 
South Pacific organisations such as the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence. 

■ There is no definite plan for Norfolk Island to 
progress toward real self-government, in free association 
with Australia. 


NOW LOOK AT SOME OF 
THE SHORTCOMINGS OF 
THE bl LL THROUGH THE 
EYES OF A PITCAIRN 
DESCENDANT -- USING 
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE 
SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS 
OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLE RS 
AS HEADINGS 


1 

2 

3 


■ To promote knowledge of the terms accepted by the Pit¬ 
cairners in re-settling on Norfolk Island. 

Mr. Ellicou has not recognised these at all. The only time 
he has said anything on this matter was in Councif last 
March when he said "that is digging up the past in a way 
that is not helpful just now". 

■ To defend Norfolk's system of self-help and self-re¬ 
liance. 

The Bill says die Commonwealth has full control over So¬ 
cial Welfare benefits and systems on Norfolk Island. There 
will be "consultation" with the Assembly, but Australia is 
to have full power to decide. 

■ To regain Self-Government as on Pitcairn. 

The Norfolk Island Bill sets up a Norfolk Island Government 
that is Tself-governing” on roads, drains, street lights etc. 
All important government matters will be under the Aust- 


(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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ralian Government's control. 

■ No power or authority for anyone without the consent 

of the majority. 

The Bill, if passed, will give almost ALL real power to the 
Australian Parliament and civil servants who are not elect¬ 
ed or chosen by Norfolk Island. 

■ To ward off expenses Norfolk Island may not be able to 

support. 

The Bill will allow Australia to require Norfolk Island to 
spend money, whether the people of Norfolk Island believe 
they can afford it or not. The Legislative Assembly costs 
alone will add something estimated at $100, 000 to Norfolk 
Island's existing local costs. Norfolk Island will have no 
control over these salaries and costs. 

■ Absolute right of Immigration for Pitcairn descendants, 

up to two generations. 

The Bill says nothing about this. Mr. Elllcott in May 
mentioned "the special relationship of the Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants with the Island, its traditions and culture" but he did 
not say what that relationship is, and no safeguards or part¬ 
icular rights of any kind are planned for the Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants. Legally, the Bill ends Norfolk Island as the 
homeland of the Pitcairn race; Pitcairners are to be treat¬ 
ed just like any new Australian or New Zealand or other 
nationality applicant for residency. 

■ Support Council, unless Council conflicts with above 

objectives. 

Council has not supported the above objectives, so far as 
can be seen. Council and the Society seem to be on differ¬ 
ent paths at the moment. 


How do you feel about the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 7 

HOW MUCH DOES NORFOLK 
MEAN TO YOU? 

Perhaps you believe the Society of Descendants of die Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers in opposing die Bill is barking up the wrong 
tree. If so, they'd like to hear about it. 

Please come to the Public Meeting on Tuesday night - 
16th January, 1979 - and be prepared to 

Make a stand - 

NORFOLK for NORFOLK or 

NORFOLK for AUSTRALIA? 


This Public Meeting is being called by the Society of De¬ 
scendants of die Pitcairn Settlers but to assure impartiality 
a Chairman will be elected after the rules of order have 
been agreed upon at the commencement of the meeting. 


ADVERTISEMENT PLACED BY SOCIETY OF DESCENDANTS OF THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS 









NORFOLK'S COLONIAL SITUATION GOES TO THE U.N. AGAIN - THIS TIME THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR 


U.N.A.A. 

THE UNITED NATIONS Association 
of Australia has taken formal steps 
to bring Norfolk Island's situation to 
the attention of die United Nations 
and the UN’s Committee on De¬ 
colonisation. 

The Association's Federal Execu¬ 
tive acted in December to imple¬ 
ment a new report by Mr. John Bul- 
beck. 

The World Federation of United 
Nations Association in New York has 
been asked to alert the UN and the 
Committee of 24 to the implications 
of die Norfolk Island Bill, which was 
introduced in the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment in November. 

The Association has written to 
Hon. R.J. Ellicott saying that it re¬ 
gards die Bill as a significant "step 
in the decolonising of Norfolk Island" 
but believes the "draft legislation" 
should be extensively changed, "in 
the best interests of both the people 
of Norfolk Island and of Australia's 
position in the international com¬ 
munity. " 

The Association report repeats its 
previous assertion that Australia 
should honour its international obli¬ 
gations by - 

• “Abandoning the pretence that 
Norfolk Island is part of metropoli¬ 
tan Australia" and 

• "Taking steps to convert the 
Island from the status of a non-self- 
governing territory to a self-govern¬ 
ing territory In some form of free 
association with Australia." 

The report deals with seven de¬ 
ficiencies in the Bill. 

The first of these is the absence 
of any provision for an act of self- 
determination by the people of Nor¬ 
folk. 

The second is the absence of any 
provision for allowing Norfolk to have 
a voice in the Australian Parliament. 

Mr. Bulbeck told The News that 
the Association is aware of strong 
resistance on Norfolk to having a 
member of Parliament representing 
the Island. He said that there were 
other means of assuring that Norfolk's 
views are heard when Parliament 
deals with matters affecting the Island. 

As one possibility he mentioned 
a system in which the Norfolk Assem - 
bly might be able to send messages 
directly to the Speaker of the House, 
who would be bound to bring them 
to Parliament's notice. 

The United Nations Association's 
Federal Executive discussed Mr. Bui- 


Alerts United 

beck's new report in detail before 
voting to write Mr. Ellicott and to 
communicate directly to the U. N. 
and the Committee of 24, through 
the World Federation of United Na¬ 
tions Associations. 

Mr. Bulbeck's report, dated De¬ 
cember 1978, reads as follows: - 

"The Minister for Home Affairs, 

Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Q.C., M.P., 
has tabled in Federal Parliament 
the NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 1978, 
proposing a new constitutional re¬ 
lationship which gives the people 
of Norfolk Island a limited measure 
of self-government. 

"As such it is a significant step 
in the decolonising of Norfolk Island 
and, I consider, merits the approval 
of the UNAA. 

"However in some respects the Bill 
is disappointing as is die procedure 
to be followed of leaving the Bill on 
the table of Parliament over the sum - 
mer recess whilst inviting comment 
from interested parties. 

"The major features of the Bill 
are that it sets up the following con¬ 
stitutional structures; 

".. A Legislative Assembly of nine 
members to be elected by the 
registered voters among the 1600 
or so people of Norfolk Island. 

". .An Executive Council of a size 
to be determined by the Assem - 

. bly and elected from within the 
Assembly. 

“. .An Administration headed and 
controlled by an Australian Gov¬ 
ernment-appointed Administra¬ 
tor and Deputy Administrator. 

. A Norfolk Island Supreme Court • 
on, it is presumed, the same 
lines as the present Norfolk Island 
Supreme Court. 

"It then sets up die following divi¬ 
sion of powers: 

"1. To the Legislative Assembly; 
complete powers over a list of 
42 matters of a local govern¬ 
ment or municipal nature, in¬ 
cluding the raising of revenues, 
specified in a schedule to the Bill. 

"2. To die Administrator; veto pow¬ 
ers in four specific areas set out 
in another schedule. These are: 
fishing, customs, immigration 
and education. 

"3. To Australia, through the Gov¬ 
ernor General and the Minister; 
all other powers. 

"There are complex procedures 


Nations 

for legislative powers to be exer¬ 
cised by way of Ordinances and 
proposed Ordinances which in turn 
must be presented far the assent of 
the Administrator and/or the plea¬ 
sure of the Governor-General who 
may disallow it within six months 
or under other conditions. In some 
cases the Australian Parliament has 
the final say by the procedure of 
disallowance within 15 days after 
tabling in Parliament. 

It will be recalled that the con¬ 
cern of the UNAA was that as em¬ 
bodied in the Report, "Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, Australia and the U.N. Vol. 1. * 
Australia meet its international ob¬ 
ligations by 

",. Abandoning the pretence that 
Norfolk Island is part of met¬ 
ropolitan Australia; and 
"«. Taking steps to convert the 
Island from die sums of a 
non-self-governing territory 
to a self-governing territory 
in some form of free associa¬ 
tion with Australia. 

"The Bill makes tenutlve steps 
in dlls direction and its authors - 
the Minister for Home Affairs in 
closed-session consultations with 
the current Norfolk Island Council - 
are to be commended for this. 

'Nevertheless the ideal situation 
has not yet been achieved. 

"In this context it is significant 
that: 

"a) The Bill makes no provision 
for its ratification by an appro¬ 
priate act of self-determination 
on the part of the people of the 
Island. 

"The Minister has only Indicated 
that comments from interested 
parties, including Islanders, will 
be considered and amendments 
may be made before the Parlia¬ 
ment moves on the,Bill next year. 
*b) Though Australia asserts in 
hegemony, over die Island and 
therefore obviously has sotne spe¬ 
cial interest in it; and although 
the Parliament has power to 
override the exercise of any arbi¬ 
trary power by die bureaucrats 
and/br the Minister and Cabinet, 
the Bill makes no provision for 
, the people of the Island Tto be 
given a separate voice in the 
Australian Parliament so their in¬ 
terests can be spoken for. In this 
sense die Bill gives more weight 
to protecting Australia's Interests 
than to protecting.the interests 
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of the people of Norfolk Island as 
they see them. 

"c) There is no provision {<x pro¬ 
tection against the repeal or other 
forms of legislative degradation of 
the proposed new status of the 
Island by a future government of 
whatever colour. 

"d) Control over the revenues 
raised by the Norfolk Island Legis¬ 
lative Assembly from among the 
people of Norfolk Island and con¬ 
trol of the Norfolk Island Public 
Service appears in the Bill to re¬ 
main firmly in the hands of the 
Australian-appointed administra¬ 
tor and/or the Minister. This 
could be interpreted in internation¬ 
al circles as a paternalistic dis¬ 
trust of the ability of the Island's 
elected leaders to be sufficiently 
responsible. 

"e) The Bill, somewhat surpris¬ 
ingly, makes no reference in the 
schedule of powers over which 
Norfolk Island people are to have 
legislative and executive control 
to matters of health, social wel¬ 
fare and land use. 

”f) There is no provision in the 
legislation for the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island to play an active role 
in the development of the South 
Pacific through direct representa¬ 
tion in some form in regional 
forums such as the South Pacific 
Commission and/or the South 
Pacific Forum. 

”g) There is no clear indication 
of the direction of the future poli¬ 
tical development of the Island 
as a territory. 

"From the pragmatic viewpoint 
that politics is the art of the possible 
in a given climate at a given time, 
it is understandable that the pro¬ 
posed legislation brought forth is 
less than perfect in areas such as 
those outlined. 

"Nevertheless it would, I suggest, 
behove the U.N.A.A. in recognis¬ 
ing the extent of the achievement 
so far, to take appropriate steps al¬ 
so to press for improvements whilst 
ensuring the gains made so far can¬ 
not be readily degraded. 

"To diis end I would recommend 
that: 

"1. The U.N.A.A. convey to 
the Minister for Home Affairs 
and the Parliament: 

”a) its appreciation of this sig¬ 
nificant steps in the de- 
colonising of Norfolk Island; 
and 

"b) its views on improving the 
draft legislation tabled in 
the Parliament in the best 
interests of both the people 


of Norfolk Island and of 
Australia's position in the 
international community. 
AND, 

"2. Report the situation with re¬ 
gard to Norfolk Island to the 


THE "SPECIAL Committee of 24 on 
Decolonization" is the main United 
Nations body dealing with the pro¬ 
gress towards self-determination of 
peoples who are still under colonial 
rule. 

It meets for nine months of the 
year. Its three-months break has 
just ended, and the Committee be¬ 
gins its work for 1979 this month. 

Communications addressed to 
the Committee by individuals or 
groups such as the World Federa¬ 
tion of United Nations Associations 
are examined by a sub-committee. 

It decides whether or not they 
should be circulated as official docu¬ 
ments for the Committee's considera¬ 
tion. 

The Committee’s consideration of 
a particular matter normally starts 
with a debate, in which the 24 mem¬ 
ber countries can express their gov¬ 
ernments’ views. 

Australia is one of the 24 mem - 
bers. Australia's policy has been 
to acknowledge Papua New Guinea 
and the Cocos Islands as being non¬ 
self-governing territories. But it 
maintains that Norfolk Island is a 
part of "metropolitan Australia" 
and is not a non-self-governing 
territory, in the United Nations 
sense. 

The extensive report on Norfolk 
prepared by the United Nations 
Association of Australia early in 
1978 says that Australia’s position 
on this point is not sustainable "on 
moral, legal, political or socio- 


World Federation of United Na¬ 
tions Associations (WFUNA) and 
request that the developments 
be brought to the attention of 
the United Nations and in parti¬ 
cular the Committee of 24." 


logical grounds". 

If the Norfolk situation is accept¬ 
ed as an official matter for the 
Committee's consideration, Aust¬ 
ralia will put its view, and other 
members will put theirs. 

After debate the Norfolk situa¬ 
tion would be the subject of a resolu¬ 
tion by the Committee - although 
it could be referred to a sub-com¬ 
mittee for examination first. 

At the end of each year the Com¬ 
mittee gives the General Assembly 
of the U.N. a full report on every¬ 
thing it has done during the year. 

The General Assembly makes 
an annual review of how non-self- 
governing territories are progress¬ 
ing towards self-determination, 
and how fully the U.N. "Declara¬ 
tion on the granting of indepen¬ 
dence to colonial countries and 
peoples", which was adopted in 
I960, is being honoured by U. N. 
members. 

The Declaration states that "all 
peoples have the right to self- 
determination". 

Self-determination for the 
people of Norfolk Island would 
mean that die Island’s residents 
would have the right to decide for 
themselves, by discussion and secret 
ballot, whether Norfolk should be in¬ 
tegrated into Australia, or be inde¬ 
pendent, or be "in free association" 
with Australia on terms that both 
Australia and Norfolk thought were 
fair. 


it THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
'V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels Wherever they travel. 

Y- Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
/ houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer,, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Sneaky" : TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of "Sneaky" ; FRIDAY easy listening music; SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and Imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 

bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLAND/T AU RA NG A 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
























Letter to the editor 


Dear Sir, 

After considering die Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 with some care, I would sum¬ 
marise my analysis as follows: 

1. The Bill is objectionable for its 
failure to provide for the Island's own 
control of matters such as Social Ser¬ 
vices, Health, Land and Education. 

2. The Bill gives little more than 
the existing law as far as actual self- 
government is concerned, that is to 
say the powers prescribed are still 
largely ADVISORY. 

3. The term 'Administrator* is ob¬ 
noxious in the context of self-gov¬ 
ernment. His prescribed powers are 
inconsistent with the concept of 
self-government. 

4. The powers of the Commonwealth 
Government to intervene and to im - 
pose laws, even without their refer¬ 
ence to the Legislative Assembly are 
inconsistent with the concept of self- 
government. (Sections 25 and 26) 

5. The Bill makes no reference to 
what the Minister, in his second 
reading speech, described as 'minis¬ 
terial-type' responsibilities. If the 
provision for the appointment of 
'Executive Officers' includes that of 
a 'Chief Executive Officer* (whose 
duties would be similar to those of 

a municipal Town Clerk), this should 
be made clear and his duties specified, 
and the duties of ’Executive Officers' 
likewise specified and limited to a 
supervisory role. This would have 
the effect of reducing the number of 
hours of 'Executive Officers" involve¬ 
ment in government, and hence their 


remuneration. 

6. The whole concept of government 
by an Executive Council (especially 
one dominated by the powers of an 
Administrator) seems an unnecessary 
projection of Canberra thinking, i.e. 
as 'Government by Cabinet*. Within 
this concept the Bill's provisions are 
even in conflict with the idea of 
'Cabinet Government' in that the 
Administrator (in his control of the 
Executive Council) is, unlike the 
Prime Minister, a non-elected per¬ 
son. 

7. The requirements of secrecy are 
ridiculous in the situation of an elect¬ 
orate of under a thousand electors, 
especially those referring to security 
of documents. (Section 32). They 
are also Inconsistent with the idea of 
self-government of the Island. 

8. The 'presence* of the Common¬ 
wealth Government in the Island 
could, and in my opinion should, be 
maintained by, say, a 'Commission¬ 
er* who has no direct control over 
and does not intervene in the Island's 
self-government except only where 
there is a palpable conflict or over¬ 
lapping of interest. Most of the pow¬ 
ers given to this representative of the 
Commonwealth Government under 
the Bill should be transferred to the 
President of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly. 

9. Qualifications for a candidate for 
election to the Legislative Assembly 
should include the provision that 
such candidate should be a perman¬ 
ent resident of Norfolk Island, and 


the reference to Australian citizen¬ 
ship and/or British status deleted 
(Section 38a). 

The specified age of 18 is, in my 
opinion, too low. 25 would be more 
appropriate to the responsibilities of 
such a position (Section 39b). 

10. The reservation to the Common¬ 
wealth Government of power to deal 
with the subjects of Social Services, 
Education, Heal* and Land Usage, 
without any reason given is inexpli¬ 
cable. 

The Minister, in his second reading 
speech, admitted that "there is a sys¬ 
tem of social service benefits on the 
Island at present", and he was sup¬ 
ported in this by Professor Treadgold, 
when preparing for his census, in terms 
of approval of the system. The Minis¬ 
ter did not criticise the system but sim¬ 
ply said that the benefits should be 
available "as of rigjht". Why then is 
the Government to impose its own 
system, and fix the rates of benefits 
while leaving the Island to bear the 
cost? 

Similarly, in the case of Education, 
there is a system which appears to be 
working satisfactorily, which has had 
the approval of the education author¬ 
ities concerned, which is well-sup¬ 
ported by the Island community and 
is paid for out of Island revenue. Why 
is it considered necessary to transfer 
its control to the Commonwealth 
Government? 

In the case of Health matters, the ex - 
isting system, comprising the locally- 
supported hospital and medical bene¬ 
fits system, satisfies local demands 
and appears to satisfy the Common¬ 
wealth Health Department as far as 
can be ascertained. Why deny the 
Island Government power to control 
it? 

As regards the question of control of 
Land Usage, as no reference to this 
is contained in the Bill, the reason 
for reservation of power to control 
this important aspect of Island affairs 
is not known. But it can be said that 
the fact of such reservation leaves a 
large element of doubt in the minds 
of Island citizens as to the Common¬ 
wealth Government’s intentions, e. g. 
could not the Government, under the 
powers outlined in the Bill, force a 
sale of land to some person or per¬ 
sons outside the Island, with Interests 
inimical to the Island's economy or 
against the wishes of its residents? 

11. In view of the foregoing unsatis¬ 
factory features of the Bill, it 
should, in my opinion, be rejected 
and referred back for re-drafting. 

E.P. Middleton 

a permanent resident 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, " THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID, "'MUST' READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS. " 
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S PECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO ThE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
“Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
“work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and. rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries, 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in die Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonweal* weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring die his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pOnd 
and mill: ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death”, and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used foi other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense | 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4:colony status 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This sutus has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 197 5, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust- 
ralUn-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed Into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
save democratic self-government 
from die time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government house. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report” - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in- 
, to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate, «nd that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
facw When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 15% of residents appeared to 
favour the proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
•benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and by the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers - the original 
"Islanders" - Australia finally an¬ 
nounced that the main recommend¬ 
ations of the Nimmo Report had 
been rejected. 

Hon. R.J.Ellicott, who became 
Minister for Home Affairs (with re¬ 
sponsibility for Norfolk matters) 
late in 1977, announced on May 8th 
that the Government had decided 
that Norfolk need not be governed 
by the same laws that govern Aus¬ 
tralia; that the Island could have a 
social welfare system different from 
the one designed for the mainland; 
that the Australian taxation system 
would not be extended to die Island; 
and that a new, elected body to be 
known as the Norfolk Island Legi¬ 
slative Assembly would be formed, 
with power to pass laws for the peace, 
order and good government of die 
Island. 

It appeared that Australia might 
have decided that fully-democratic 
government should be restored to 
Norfolk, and colonial rule ended 
at last. But there were basic points 
of vagueness in Mr. Ellicott's state¬ 
ment. 

He said the Legislative Assembly 
would have full control over a list of 
matters which are essentially the 
"roads and drains" powers of a shire 
government. Laws on fishing, educa¬ 
tion, customs and immigration were 
to be subject to veto by an Austral¬ 
ian-appointed Administrator, and it 
was not clear whether this veto was 
to be die equivalent of full control, 
or whether the control was to be ex¬ 
ercised for Norfolk’s benefit or for 
Australia's benefit. 

Most major governmental powers, 
including social welfare services, 
health and medical services, zoning 
and other controls over land and land 
use, law enforcement, transport and 
contacts with other South Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were to be kept by the Common¬ 
wealth - though Norfolk would be ex¬ 
pected to meet most of the costs it¬ 
self. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting Itself. 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must''. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: • 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

JDJrejtly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.15, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm ; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at die airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12. 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on die Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30. and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Phllp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge .of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8. 30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 





SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
' “ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND . 
MEMORABLE. 




OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 






NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 1AM EVERY DAY BUT SUN 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1. 00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1. 05 


MONDAY 
9.16 Clitheroe Kid 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 1978 The Year 
That Was 

12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.05 Children's story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz programme) 

8.00 Joyce Grenfell 
9. 00 Feature album 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from shows 
and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 

hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1. 30'Methodist progtamme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

§.15 Joyce Grenfell 
10.05 Down memory lane 
, .10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.15 Book reviews 
- r. 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 

4. 00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 

(comedy, drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 

5. 'i^'MedTcal File 
10.05 Mandala 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Requests 


12.05 World affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30.Ron Glum 
7. 00 (on day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 
1.30C.ofE. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.00 Jane lie 7 

7.00 Fine Music all around 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly pop 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Sqn 
12.00 Local news .. 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. 

(Saturday sports) 

7.06 AlReid classics 
8. 00 Men of the Sea 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas show 
11; 00 Close 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
5.00 Vibes to do it by 
7.00 Sunday Radio; 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


10.30 Aust. & local news 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

□j Hotel 


Cocktail ^ 
Bar and 


mmm 



me 

-i ‘YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
<k FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 

DINING ROOK 
VEAU CARTE 

mce 


E^^TENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value .at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs; " If people can find 
our shop - it's hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon' 

■ 

Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "TJte famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price. " 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Cameralines: "We have just two Yash- 
ica FX-l ldts marked down about 30<5t 
from our normal price. Included are 
the FX-1 SLR with 50mm fl.7 lens 
and case, a wide-angle lens, tele¬ 
photo lens, flash & gadget bag - $399. ” 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & N2 newspapers, every 
evenlog. planes allowing,” 


ABC + ABC+ABC + ABC + aBC + ABC+ABC + Abc + a BC+ABC+A B C + A BC 



A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

i (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

\ 

*V 


ABC + ABC + aBC + ABC + A.BC + ABC + AB 


tABCtABC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of "The Charter of May 8th, f978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50*. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 







-.o'* 




PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY : 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 




(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 


★ The Trading Post 
































A.L.P. view: Gap between Australia and Norfolk should be closed 


THE AUSTRALIAN Labor Party's 
senior man concerned with Norfolk 
Island, Mr. U.E. Innes, M.P. for 
Melbourne, visited the Island in 
December to prepare for debating 
the Norfolk Island Bill fn Parliament. 

In a short talk broadcast.over VL2NI 
before his departure, he forcefully 
expressed a number of confusing views. 

• "Progressive negotiations" should 
be held with all sections of the com¬ 
munity on the development of self- 
government, he said, and emphasized 
that these should not be confined to 
Council or any other single group. 

• But it seemed clear that what he 
meant by "self-government" was the 
integration of Norfolk into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. He said the people 
of the Island had a right to "receive 
the benefit that is available to all 
Australians", and that "the only way 
we can succeed in gaining our ob¬ 
jective is to bury differences, and 
close the gap that distance and iso¬ 
lation develop." He did not seem 
to have in mind that this gap should 
be allowed to remain, or that it 
should be closed by Australia’s 
changing its position. 

• The ALP could be "duly proud", 
he thought, for having initiated 

the Nimmo Royal Commission, which 
he regards as "the first step towards 
self-government". 

• There should be "a healthy de¬ 
bate" in the community, he said. 

• But he did not recognise any 
right of people on Norfolk to decide 
how the Island should be governed. 

He said the result of debate should 
be conveyed to "the people respon¬ 
sible for making final decisions". 

• VL2NI should be used for politi¬ 
cal debate, he thought, because 
Norfolk's weekly and monthly news¬ 
papers "may only reflect the views 
of people who control them." He 
did not think that was a healthy situa¬ 
tion. 

The text of Mr. Innes’ talk: 

"My visit here is directly related 
to the legislation dealing with a pro¬ 
gression to self-government. 

"I'm here in my role as the shadow 
minister for Home Affairs, which in¬ 
cludes a responsibility in the Austral¬ 
ian Parliament for Norfolk Island. 

"When the Bill comes before Parlia¬ 
ment around February of next year. 
Minister Ellicott will lead the de¬ 
bate for the Government, and it will 
be my responsibility to take the lead 


for the opposition party, the Austral¬ 
ian Labor Party. 

"The Australian Labor Party can 
be duly proud of its efforts in the 
first instance, as it was during the 
course of the Labor Government 
where the initiative was taken to 
take the first step towards self-gov¬ 
ernment. 

"Self-government is not a benefit; 
it is the democratic right of every 
human being living in a democratic 
society - and the people of Norfolk 
Island have a right to manage their 
own affairs, and receive the benefit 
that is available to all Australians. 

'They must be guaranteed that 
their standard of living and their 
way of life is not damaged by the 
decision taken on the mainland of 
Australia. 

negotiations with all 
sections of comunlty 

"The road to self-government can 
only be traversed with the utmost of 
co-operation, and progressive nego¬ 
tiations with all sections of the com¬ 
munity. It must not be confined to 
any sectional group. It must not be 
the exclusive domain of the local 
Council, for instance. 

"In particular the Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants must have a voice - and then 
again, of course, not exclusive to 
one group of them. 

"We have certain criticisms, as 
a Party, of the Bill, if one applies the 
criteria of genuine self-government. 

'However it is a complex issue. 

As 1 have found during my stay on 
the island, the Bill is opposed and 
supported for a whole variety of rea¬ 
sons. 

"As the shadow minister I have 
not made up my mind as to the way 
we will handle the Bill, or the re - 
port that I will make to the shadow 
Cabinet when 1 return. 

'I will say however that we unequi¬ 
vocally support the principle of gen¬ 
uine self-government. 

"I believe there are some people 
in the community, unfortunately, 
who play a divisive role, and nurture 
an anti-Australian feeling. Now this 
is quite irresponsible, as the only way 
we can succeed in gaining our object¬ 
ive is to bury differences, and close 
the gap that distance and isolation 


develop. 

"The keynote for a successful transi¬ 
tion period is unity of purpose, object¬ 
ive reasoning, and a bona fide trust 
in people who are endeavouring to 
bring self-government about. 

"people responsible 
for final decisions" 

"A healthy debate in the commun¬ 
ity is vital and necessary, with maxi- 
mum participation by all - and the 
views then expressed during the 
course of those debates conveyed, 
as they are given, to all the people 
responsible for making final decisions. 

'I'd hope this radio station is used 
to allow people to express an opinion, 
as the publications on the Island are 
limited, and may only reflect the 
views of people who control diem. 

I don't believe that this is a healthy 
situation in the responsible debates 
that ought to ensue in the community. 

"For my part I've learnt a lot dur¬ 
ing my stay here. I've spoken to 
dozens of people, and some groups 
who have taken advantage to speak 
to me after the invitation as advert¬ 
ised that was extended prior to pie 
coming and during the course of my 
stay here. 

"And I would like to say this: that 
if any body would like to express 
their views in the future on the issue 
of self-government or on any other 
matter, they should feel quite free 
to do so. I can be contacted either 
through the Administrator, or by ,, 
writing to me direct at Parliament 
House, Canberra." 

(Mr. Innes was then asked if he 
had a final message for listeners.) 

"Yes, Kathy, I would. 

"I'd like to say in conclusion that - 
my desire to thank everybody for 
making my stay on your beautiful 
Island a very busy, fruitful and 
plea>ant >ne - the Administrator, 
his staff, Gil Hitch, Amy Bathie, 
Merval Hoare, Gil Jackson, Mac 
Adams and others have been absol¬ 
utely fantastic. A special thanks 
to them, from me and my family. 

Td like to sign off by wishing 
everybody and their families a 
Merry Christmas, a bri$it and pros¬ 
perous new year, and, above all, 
all the best in the future for a suc¬ 
cessful transition to self-govern¬ 
ment. * 
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JANUARY COUNCIL MEETING 

N.I. BILL SHUNNED AGAIN 


THE MOMENT OF TRUTH for 
Council on the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978 was side-stepped once again 
at the January 10th meeting. 

For die second month In a row 
Councillors avoided expressing any 
opinions about the Bill. 

Their stated reason for shying a- 
way from the subject was put by 
President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher, who said he thought it would 
be only "courteous and fair". In 
view of the absence of two Coun¬ 
cillors, to postpone debate until 
they had returned. 

Councillor MacKenzie agreed, 
and there was no discussion of the 
Bill's merits or shortcomings. 

Strong objections to basic aspects 
of the Bill began being heard on 
the Island in December. The So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers voted to oppose the Bill In 
Its present form on January 8th. 
just two days before the Council 
meeting, and called a public meet¬ 
ing to discuss It all for January 16th 
at Rawson Hall. 

In private conversations with 
Councillors so far, residents have 
yet to hear' convincing logic about 
good points In die Bill. Questions 


about shortcomings In the Bill have 
been answered with comments such 
as "well, it's a start", "the Bill 
doesn't really mean what It says - 
that’s just the Westminster system", 
and "Australia doesn’t really care 
what happens on Norfolk - we'll 
be able to do almost anything we 
want". 

On February 7th, Council will 
have to take a stand, because the 
Bill may be passed by the Australian 
Parliament before Council meets 
again after that. The big question 
on the 7th will be - 

- Can Councillors produce con¬ 
vincing evidence that the Bill has 
good points? 

- Will they be willing to discuss 
serious questions asked by residents, 
and deal with them frankly? 

- How effectively will the Ad¬ 
ministrator be able to use the "em¬ 
barrassment" technique he employ¬ 
ed at the December meeting? 
Councillors were Involved in five 
months of secret talks with Mr. 
Ellicott about the Bill, and Mr. 
O'Leary may be able to make 
them feel that opposing the Bill 

at this point would make them 
look fools. 


SIX MONTHS LATER, COUNQL HEARS OF 

NORFOLK SEA CLAIM IN 78 


AFTER A LONG TIME of inquiring 
what Australia had in mind on 
fishing rights in the waters around 
Norfolk Island, Council found out 
on January 10th. 

Administrator D. V. O'Leary, 
observing in the course of the dis¬ 
cussion that it was now appropriate 
for the matter to be brought to 
Council's attention, asked for Coun¬ 
cil's comment on a sheaf of Aust¬ 
ralian documents showing that - 

• An amended Australian Fisher¬ 
ies Act, Including an assertion of 
Commonwealth jurisdiction In Nor¬ 
folk’s waters, became law last year 
and received Royal assent on Aug¬ 
ust 24th. A proclamation of the 
new law has been delayed but is 
expected shortly. It claims Norfolk's 
seas. 

•Australia's intention, as reveal¬ 
ed in the second reading speech by 
Sen. Webster supporting the new law. 
Is "to ensure that the fisheries in this 
zone" - including 200 miles around 


Norfolk - "are developed and man¬ 
aged In the long term Interest of 
Australia and Australians." 

• Australia's Minister for Pri¬ 
mary Industry (Mr. Sinclair) Issued 
an international call last June for 
submissions from any country that 
wanted fishing rights In Australia's 
200-mile zone - Including Norfolk's. 
Proposals were to be submitted by 
August 31st of last year. The Com¬ 
monwealth has therefore had any 
proposals thAt may have been made 
for taking fish from the Norfolk 
zone, presumably Including pro ¬ 
posed royalty or other compensa¬ 
tion arrangements, for almost five 
months. 

• Australia does not appear to be 
able to police all the waters it In¬ 
tends to claim, which will Include 
about six million square kilometres 
and will be the largest total claim¬ 
ed by any country In the world. 

Sen. Webster told die Senate that 
it was no simple task to police the 
waters to be claimed, but he said 


proposals for surveillance were cur¬ 
rently being developed, and he was 
confident that Australia's would 
become able to enforce its claims 
"significantly more effectively". 

The Commonwealth's actions and 
policies appear to be a violation of 
the principles expressed in the 1975 
legal opinion of R.J. Ellicott, Q.C. - 
which said that Norfolk had been ac¬ 
cepted by Australia as a separate and 
distinct settlement, and Australia 
should exercise Its authority over the 
Island "solely for the benefit of the 
committed territory and Its inhabi¬ 
tants". 

Councillor MacKenzie said that 
be did not believe Norfolk could 
cany out negotiations concerning 
the use of the 200-mlle zone around 
the Island. He said not much could 
be done until it was decided what 
powers the proposed Norfolk Island 
Assembly would have, but it should 
be made clear that Norfolk was 
very interested in gaining benefits 
from the zone. 

Councillor Blucher agreed, and 
felt an agreement should be nego¬ 
tiated with Australia providing 
for some share of license fees or 
other financial gains to go to Nor¬ 
folk. 

Councillor Snell said the wording 
of the Norfolk Island Bill was "most 
disturbing" because it said Norfolk 
was not to include any waters at 
all, and it appeared to be assumed 
that the Island would have no say 
about the 200-mlle zone. 

Councillor Bennett supported 
Councillor Snell. He said he 
thought Council should make It 
clear that the Island was looking 
forward to getting Income from the 
zone - or perhaps should "assert a 
right" to the zone. 

The Administrator replied that 
It might be difficult for the Island, 
legally, to do anything more than 
assert such a right. He said Coun¬ 
cil's comments on the matter 
should appropriately go to the Min¬ 
ister. 

Councillor Buffett said he thought 
the zone should be proclaimed, and 
that Norfolk should be a party to it, 
and a party in gaining benefits from 
It. He agreed that Council's atti¬ 
tude should be put strongly to the 
Commonwealth. 

Councillor Quintal said he would 
like to see Norfolk get "part or all" 
of the 200-mlle rights around the 
Island. 

There was no motion stating 
Council's position. The Canberra 
papers were noted, and It was left 
to the Administrator to pass on the 
views Councillors had expressed. 
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EDITORIAL 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / 


THERE IS A STORY TOLD about a country boy who went for his first 
meal in an elegant, big-city restaurant. 

He was hungry, and when soup was served early in the meal he put a big 
spoonful into his mouth. 

But the soup was scalding hot - and he instantly blew it out. Unfortunately 
he blew it into the spoon, and soup fanned out into the air and onto people at 
surrounding tables. 

They wheeled around, horrified at his shocking manners, and glared at him. 
He looked at their haughty, angry faces and said with regret, "Some damn fools 
would've swallowed that." 

ON FEBRUARY 7TH the Norfolk Island Council will have to take a stand 
on the Norfolk Island Bill 1978. 

It will probably be the most important vote ever cast by Norfolk Island 
Councillors. 

But incredibly, it looks as if some Councillors may actually swallow the 
Bill because they are afraid of the scorn of Minister R. J. Elllcott and Admini¬ 
strator D. V. O’Leary. 

They would be damn fools to do so. Mr. Ellicott and Mr. O'Leary will of 
course make them squirm with embarrassment if they refuse to accept the Bill 
in its present form. But embarrassment fades soon - and both Mr. Ellicott and 
Mr. O'Leary will have faded from the Norfolk Island scene too, before long. 

The Island will be here forever. 

Councillors have some obligations to Mr. Ellicott, having gone through five 
months of discussion with him. But they have a much greater obligation to the 
people who elected them, and to the Island's future. 

Their obligation to the people is not just a pretty theory. It is a matter of 
truthfulness and reliability. Six of the present Councillors were re-elected on 
the ir past record for putting the wishes of the people of Norfolk first, and the 
wishes of Australian authorities second. 

Their words are there for all to see. Listen to them, at a meeting of Coun¬ 
cil on April 5th last year. (Councillor Bennett and Councillor Quintal were ab¬ 
sent, but their respect for the rights of the people is well-known.) 

Here is what Councillor Bill Blucher said; 

"I think very clearly that every person in a democratic society 
should be given the right of consent. In other words, government 
by consent, not by legislative force." 

Here is what Councillor Bruce MacKenzie said; 

"1 have stated before and I will state again that the people of this 
Island should have the right to determine their own future, by 
referendum or some other means where all electors have the right 
to vote, by secret ballot. ’’ 

Here is what Councillor Lisle Snell said: 

” The Norfolk Island people should be given the right and the 
courtesy to vote on their future before it is made - not after a 
decision has been made for them." 

Here is what Councillor Duncan McIntyre said: 

"Democracy demands that these people, this community, our 
community that we represent as a Council, has the right to speak 
on its own future and to say what shape they wish it to take. Not 
just a look at the legislation before it goes through, but a voice, 
a decisive voice, in where they are going." 

Your friends and neighbors took you at your word, gentlemen. The Island 
is anxious to hear your views about the Bill, and you should express them. 

But nothing you say - and no vote you take - should cut across the rights 
you have said the people are entitled to; government by consent, not by legis¬ 
lative force.. .a secret ballot.. .the right to vote before a decision is made for 
them.. .a voice, the decisive voice, in where they are going. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH HAS A MULTI-MILLION-DOLLAR REASON FOR 
RESISTING ANY DELAYS IN PASSING THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL INTO LAW: 


Australia’s Claim to Norfolk’s Ocean Zone 


THE BIGGEST scramble in history to 
claim "unowned" parts of the world 
is underway. 

The nations of the world are mov¬ 
ing rapidly to declare sovereignty 
over the oceans and die sea-bed for 
a distance of 200 nautical miles 
out from their shores. 

Australia has not yet proclaimed 
sovereignty over its surrounding 200- 
mile zones, but is expected to do so 
in the coming months. 

When it does, Australia will claim 
to "own" more of the world's oceans 
than any other country in the world - 
some six million square kilometres, 
almost as big an area as the Austral¬ 
ian continent itself. 

But being the biggest ocean pro¬ 
prietor in the world doesn't seem 
enough to satisfy Australia's appetite 
in the scramble for new areas of sov¬ 
ereignty. 


It wants to include the ocean zone 
around Norfolk Island as Australian 
property - an area of some 350, 000 
square kilometres. 

Australia's "entitlement" to the 
waters around Norfolk is linked to 
the fact that in 1914 England gave 
Australia the responsibility for see¬ 
ing that Norfolk had peace, order 
and good government. 

In those days the nations of the 
world considered that the oceans 
were free for all, and each country's 
sovereignty extended only 12 miles 
from shore. 

But even the 12 miles of ocean a- 
round Norfolk is planned to be snipped 
off, under the Norfolk Island Bill 1978. 

At the end of the Bill, like the fine 
print in an insurance policy, is “Sched¬ 
ule 1". In it the Australian Govern¬ 
ment has defined Norfolk Island to in¬ 
clude nothing but dry land. 


In maps prepared by Australia, the 
proposed economic zone around Nor¬ 
folk is almost a perfect circle, 400 
nautical miles across. No one knows 
what wealth it may contain. Fish in 
largfc commercial quantities, obvious¬ 
ly. Offshore oil? Other minerals? 

No one knows yet, but as the world's 
hunger for food and minerals increases, 
the 350, 000 square kilometres around 
the Island must grow in value. 

Papua New Guinea recently licensed 
Japan to fish in its waters, ii\, return for 
a fee of $1, 000, 000 Kina - well over 
$1 million Australian, at today's ex¬ 
change rates. 

Whatever the potential value of the 
waters and sea-bed around Norfolk, 
Australia obviously intends to take it 
over, rather than letting it remain one 
of Norfolk Island’s assets. 

France takes that same attitude to¬ 
wards the waters around its colonies 



NORFOLK'S IS EARMARKED FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 


EXPECTED OCEAN ZONES AROUND AUSTRALIA: 





in the South Pacific - Tahiti and the 
rest of French Polynesia, New Cale¬ 
donia, and no doubt half of the New 
Hebrides. 

The French newspaper "Le Monde” 


even spoke proudly about the fact 
in a recent article. "Procedures for 
the establishment of 200-mile econo¬ 
mic zones," said the article, "thanks 
to its Pacific territories, will put 


France in third place in the world in 
terms of area of ocean covered." 

France is already carrying out nego¬ 
tiations with Japan and South Korea 
on the fees France will charge them 


"GET TOUGH - YOU ARE ENTITLED TO" IS THE SUGGESTION OF A LARGE BRITISH AIRCRAFT GROUP TO 
THE ISLANDS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC. THE ADVERTISEMENT APPEARED IN "PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY". 



TELLTHEM IT'S YOUR 
PIECE OF THE PACIFIC. 


Words on paper won’t prevent trespass. 
An efficient, effective coastal surveillance 
system will. 

One low cost HS748 Coastguarder keeps 
watch on an area that a fleet of patrol 
boats couldn’t cover. Detecting, locating, 
identifying, recording and directing surface 
vessels. 

As a far ranging eye-in-the-sky, 
Coastguarder is equipped with high power 
radar and computerised tactical navigation 
system, whilst its large scale plotting display 
increases navigational efficiency and 
reduces operator fatigue. And it has the 
space for equipment, stores and essential 
crew rest areas. 

Some 150 of this 748-type are in military 
use throughout the world including 12 with 


Australia’s Department of Defence. That 
says a lot for its performance, ease of 
maintenance and economy of operation. 

With quick reaction capability from 
remote unpaved airfields, 2500 nautical 
mile range, 12i hours flight endurance and 
tenacious all weather performance, 
Coastguarder can give Pacific Islands 
Governments the auth- | m 9Jk Q 

ority they .claim. IjQ f 

COASTGUARDER 



MANCHESTER DIVISION, Manchester England 

'BRITISH AEROSPACE AUSTRALIA LIMITED 

65 Macquarie Street, Sydney, N.S.W., Australia. Tel.: 27 4622 
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for fishing in the areas of "France in 
the South Pacific." 

Ironically, "Le Monde” observed 
that "In this zone where the wealth 
of the seas and the mineral riches of 
New Caledonia arouse the appetites 
of multi-nationals and the covetous¬ 
ness of great powers, the government 
believes it is important to develop 
France's cultural and technical activ¬ 
ities. 

"Such activities, in the government's 
view, ” the article continued, "must in¬ 
volve the territories themselves, and 
call for co-ordination between the 
responsible people on the spot in the 
territories and the representatives of 
France in the states of the region." 

The French official view is strik¬ 
ingly like Australia's. In introduc¬ 
ing the Norfolk Island Bill 1978, Hon. 

R. J. Ellicott told the House it would 
give the people of Norfolk a chance 
to become "increasingly involved" in 
their own affairs. He also emphasized 
that "the only workable method of 
proceeding is by way of consensus. ” 

In the case of the Sou* Pacific 
colonies and former colonies of Eng¬ 
land, New Zealand and the United 
States, *ere is not *e slightest 
suggestion that the surrounding ocean 
zones should be taken over by the 
"parent" country. They will be for 
*e benefit of *e Islands. It is un- 
imaglneable, for example, that Eng¬ 
land would claim ownership of *e 
200-mile zone around Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and, and pocket *e fees that other 
countries may pay to fish there. 

TheU.S., however, has rurt into 
conflict with a number of Pacific 
islands because the U.S. claims that 
tuna, being migratory, do not be¬ 
long to any particular fishing zone. 

The U.S. position is, of course, a 
matter of economic advantage: fish 
are the United States' second biggest 
import item, ranking only after oil. 

top officials adarit 
value to the Islands 

Two of Australia's top experts in 
foreign affairs acknowledged *e 
value of ocean zones for the islands 
in public testimony they gave to a 
Senate Committee in 1977. 

Mr. M.G.M. Bourchier, first as¬ 
sistant secretary of the Legal and 
Treaties Division of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, and Mr. F.R. Dal- 
rymple, first assistant secretary of 
the Department's Western Division, 
presented a formal report on *e De¬ 
partment's attitudes toward Sou* 
Pacific islands, and were *en quest¬ 
ioned about it. 
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"For a very small country which 
has few resources and few other sourc¬ 
es of income, " Mr. Dalrymple said, 

"a 200-mile zone could offer a very 
promising new source of revenue in 
a variety of ways." 

"1 support *at, ” said Mr. Bour¬ 
chier. "These countries regard their 
prospective 200-mile fisheries zone 
as a major economic opportunity. 

They often have no*ing else ex¬ 
cept sand and coconut palms. They 
certainly anticipate difficulties with 
fishing nations wishing to use this 
area, but they are prepared to enter 
into the necessary negotiations wi* 
them to regulate the taking of fish 
wi*in *e area. They will force 
them, to *e best of their ability. 

If *at annoys anybody *ey are pre¬ 
pared to put up wi* that. " 

"perfectly prepared 
to face unpopularity" 

Mr. Bourchier continued, "I think 
*ey are perfectly prepared to face 
any unpopularity that may result. “ 

How can small island countries 
police *eir 200-mile zones? The 
question has not been answered yet - 
and *e difficulty of policing the 
zone around Norfolk has been hint¬ 
ed at as a possible reason why Aust¬ 
ralia "deserves" to take it over. 

Last June almost 200 people from 
more *an 20 countries took part in 
a three-day symposium on the sur¬ 
veillance problem, held in Sydney. 

It was organised by Hawker de havil- 
land Australia, and it is obvious *at 
aircraft and pursuit-ship builders are 
hoping for big sales to countries that 
want to chase unau*orised fishing 
vessels out of their new fishing zones. 

British Aerospace put *e message 
in blunt words in an advertisement 
for its HS748 model called the "Coast- 
guarder", adapted for air surveillance 
work. 

"Tell them it's your piece of the 
Pacific, " urged the headline of *e 
ad. The illustration was an open- 
ocean scene, wi* a barbed-wire 
fence running for miles through the 
water. 

"Coastguarder can give Pacific 
Islands Governments the authority 
*ey claim, " said *e ad. 

At *e symposium Papua New 
Guinea's director erf fisheries, Mr. 

Peter Wilson, said "fishing nations 
such as Japan and *e United Nations 
have expressed a very definite interest 
in paying a low access fee into the 
region and then, let's say a tax on *e 
fish *ey have actually taken from 
wi*in a country's waters. 

January-February 1979 


If that is done on a uniform basis 
throughout *e region, everyone fishing 
in *e Pacific will know *at *ey are 
going to have to pay a percentage 
and they are going to say 'What the 
hell, why not report it accurately, 
because regardless of where we take it 
we're going to have to pay for it. 

Mr. Wilson said *at satellite surveil¬ 
lance would be too costly for any one 
country to use, but if *e whole Pacific 
region is covered it could be practical. 
"From *e standpoint of a regional area," 
he said, "satellite coverage will now 
become feasible, particularly wi* the 
co-operation of the United States." 

It will be impossible for Australia to 
keep close watch on *e 6, 000, 000 
square kilometres of ocean it will short¬ 
ly be claiming. Regional, co-operat¬ 
ive surveillance and licensing systems 
will obviously have to be relied on, 
ra*er than fleets of airplanes and pat¬ 
rol boats in every Pacific country. 

And if regional surveillance is organ¬ 
ised on a basis *at is paid for by fish¬ 
ing fees, wi* wor*while profits left 
over for each country according to *e 
fishing catch made in its waters, Nor¬ 
folk could readily be part of *e organ¬ 
ised system. 

a grab oust be quick 

Timing *tu becomes crucial for 
Australia in its take-over of Norfolk’s 
ocean zone. It must be done before 
a regional system is developed, and 
*at is one of the few reasons for ur¬ 
gency in the Norfolk Island Bill 1978. 
Once *e Bill passes, wi* "Schedule 
1” stating that Norfolk has no rights 
at all to the ocean around it, Aust¬ 
ralia will have brought off a very 
quiet, immensely valuable manoeuvre. 

In 1975 Mr. R.J. Ellicott - before 
he had become a Minister in *e Aust¬ 
ralian Government - said that Norfolk 
had been committed to Australia's 
government, but was not part of Aust¬ 
ralia's territory. He said that Aust¬ 
ralia’s governing of Norfolk was 
"akin to *at of a trustee.. .it at 
least anticipates that *e sovereign's 
exercise of power *ough plenary in 
quality will be directed solely to 
*e benefit of *e committed terri¬ 
tory and its inhabitants." 

If the Norfolk Island Bill is passed 
wi* Schedule 1 intact, *e future 
weal* of 350, 000 square kilometres 
of fishing and mineral rights will have 
vanished from *e "trust account" 
Australia manages for *e people of 
Norfolk. 

The trustee wants it in his own 
name, as one of the assets *at will 
make 14, 000, 000 Australians *e 
greatest sea-owning people on ear*. 
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New competition for 
Australian tourists 

ALMOST AS MANY Australians visit 
Tahiti as come to Norfolk - about 
10, 000 a year - and Tahiti has open¬ 
ed a Tahiti Tourist Board office in 
Sydney to help attract more of them. 

Australia is Tahiti's second-largest 
tourist market, although it is a long 
way behind die U.S., which sends 
nearly SO, 000 visitors to the island 
each year. 

The opening of die Sydney office 
is expected to create an upsurge in 
the number of Australians holidaying 
in Tahld, in preference to other 
South Pacific destinations. 


Islands take over 
Air Pacific board 

AIR PACIFIC* based in Fiji, is re¬ 
organising and expanding. 

The Government of Fiji has ac¬ 
quired 75*7 of die company's Shares. 

Qantas and Air New Zealand, 
which each own 9 tfc of the shares, 
have withdrawn from co-manage¬ 
ment of the airline. 

There will now be only eight di¬ 
rectors. Fiji will hold four of the 
seats, with one each being held by 
Western Samoa, Solomon Islands, 
Tonga and Gilbert Islands. 

Air Pacific has ordered two Bra¬ 
zilian "Bandeirante" aircraft, carry¬ 
ing 18 passengers each, for 
$ 2 , 000 , 000 . 

It is also looking for larger jet air¬ 
craft to charter foe regular services 
between Fiji and Sydney, Melbourne, 
Hawaii and a west coast U. S. des¬ 
tination. Landing rights fee the U. S. 
ports were negotiated with the U. S. 
late in 1978 and are expected to be 
granted this month. 

"uoney hunger" bad 
for sandalwood trees 

SANDALWOOD trees in Tonga should 
be protected, says Dr. R.R. Thaman 
of die University of the South Pacific. 

He has written to die Tonga 


"Chronicle" expressing concern at 
" the selfishness of some wealthy 
Tongans who are shipping Tonga's 
valuable sandalwood (ahi) to China. ” 

‘Sandalwood is a tree that grows 
very slowly, it is hard to collect 
seedling and is culturally very valu¬ 
able to the Tongan people for repel¬ 
ling mosquitos, scenting coconut oil, 
and for carving," be said. 

"There is little sandalwood left in 
Tonga and if diese selfish people who 
only seem to be interested in money 
sell all Tonga's sandalwood to China, 
the money will be spent quickly on 
imported luxuries and today's child¬ 
ren and grandchildren, and future 
generations, will not have the ahi 
as part of their culture. 

"It is time that the government 
looked at die long term best interests 
of the people of Tonga rather than 
allow short term exploitation of val¬ 
uable natural and cultural resources 
that should be reserved for Tongans. 

"The sandalwood is gone in most 
areas in Hawaii because of Papalangl 
(European - ed.) sandalwood traders 
and the same can happen In Tonga 
at the hands of Tongan sandalwood 
traders with their "modern” Papalangi 
hunger for money." 


Banabans fight on 

THE BANABAN people - about 
3,100 in number - are continuing 
their long fight to regain possession 
of Ocean Island. 

At the opening session of the Gil¬ 
bert Islands constitutional conference, 
which began in November, Banaban 
leader die Rev. Tebalti Tawaka said 
his people had "undoubted rights and 
claims" to the island, and that the 
British Government had an obliga¬ 
tion to negotiate with them. 

"We are dispossessed, uprooted 
people seeking the return of our an¬ 
cient and spiritual home. Ocean 
Island, ” he said. 

"This has been our home from 
time immemorial, and it remains 
our borne today." 

The Banaban issue was the first to 
be discussed at the Gilberts conference. 


Mr. Tawaka said the fact that the 
Banabans had been invited to attend 
and take part in the conference was 
"eloquent proof" that their rights 
apd claims were recognised. 

Ocean Island was found to be very 
rich in phosphate deposits,, and was 
annexed by Britain in 1900. The 
British Phosphate Commission (own¬ 
ed 40 fy by Australia, 397c by Britain 
and 217; by New Zealand) took over 
mining on the island in 1920. 

In 1929, in an article titled "Ocean 
Island - a Modern Treasure Island" 
in the British “Life" magazine, Capt. 
Neill Green wrote that the Banabans 
bad become a minority on Ocean 
Island because of the number of 
Kanakas and Chinese imported to 
help work die phosphate deposits. 

The Banabans kept to themselves, 
he wrote. "They are rather proud, " 
he said, "and not without cause, 
since, from their viewpoint, it is 
their island that has brought such 
wealth to the European. " 

For some time the royalties paid 
to the Banabans for phosphate mined 
by the Commission was three pence 
a ton. 

In 1940 the Japanese occupied . 
Ocean Island, and shipped the Bana¬ 
bans off to labour camps in the Caro¬ 
line Islands. 

In 1945, England re-settled them 
on Rabi Island, in the Fiji group. 

Protests about their poor treatment 
began to have some effect in the 
1960s, and the Phosphate Commission 
offered them £80, 000 as compensa¬ 
tion for past mining. This was reject¬ 
ed. 

By 1977 the Commission's offer 
had been increased to $10,000, 000, 
plus $1,250, 000 for replanting the 
island. 

The Banabans want Ocean Island 
to become Independent from the Gil¬ 
bert Islands, and be governed as part 


Aslan Bank cakes a 
sweet loan to Tonga 

THE TONGA Development Bank, a 
government-operated institution, 
will be able to make over $1 million 
in new loans for small industries and 
agricultural projects as a result of a 
new finance agreement signed in De¬ 
cember. 

Under the agreement the Asian 
Development Bank will lend Tonga 
US$1,600, 000. The loan will not be 
payable for 40 years, will then have 
a grace period of a further 10 years, 
and will have an interest rate of one 
percent. 
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Norfolk 


AT OUR HOUSE we have an oc¬ 
casional ghost or two - not an un¬ 
natural phenomenon on Norfolk 
Island. We will have long spells 
of no ghosts and then for some strange 
reason they will play a series of pranks 
on us over a period of three or four 
days just to set our teeth on edge or 
to make us remember them. Our 
ghosts have a sense of humour and 
quite often make us laugh as well as 
feel frustrated. 

Telling Aunt Sue and Mary about 
’our ghosts' naturally brou^it forth 
some Norfolk ghost stories. 

"You know where the creek Is, 
after you’ve been at Slaughter Bay 
and you're coming up past the foot¬ 
ball field? Well, there used to be 
a house there called 'Aunt Jane 
Longhouse'. Her daughter was Mrs. 
Howard Christian who owned the big 
house at Ball Bay. It's empty now 
but they reckon there was a ghost in 
it. They had a shop there. She 
and her husband ran what they call¬ 
ed ’The Club’. 

"More recently Beef and his wife 
were living oyer there (he's Maudle 
Buffett’s son) and they often woke 
up to see this figure, all in black 
leaning over the bed. Beef said he 
saw it and his wife thought he was 
kidding her. One night when Beef 
was out, she woke up and said, ' Ah, 
get into bed you silly old duck* and 
she looked up and it wasn’t him at 
all. It was this figure standing 
right near her:" 

Aunt Sue said she really doesn't 
believe in ghosts "and yet, why is it 
that I'd hate to sleep at Kingston? 

I bad a wonderful childhood there 
and I don’t think I could sleep there 
now. I wasn't scared when I lived 
there. But now I don't think 1 could 
sleep in one of those houses in Qual¬ 
ity Row. I've never really seen a 
ghost, but I’ve felt them - their 
presence." 

"Oh, I have, " said Mary. 

"When a woman died -- Gwen, 

Vera, Mum and I -- Dad had brought 
a whale in at Ball Bay -- and we had 
gone down there. When we got up 
where Keith Bishop lives now at Tor- 
rie Glen, Mum wanted to run. We 
were on our horses and Mum said 
you three are two slow for me and 
she kicked her horse and off she 
went. That left Vera, Gwen and 



myself - so we rode down to Chan¬ 
nels Comer and when we got to 
where Cavill’s place is now the 
three of us at the same time said 
'Oh, look:' 

"There was this figure of a wo¬ 
man in black floating across the 
ground. She was about this high up 
off the jpound and so plain as day¬ 
light. 

"You know where that little cott¬ 
age is behind Cavill’s - there used to 
be an old house there - Doo Doo Le- 
Cren's parents lived there. Her 
Mother died during the early hours 
of the morning and when we looked 
there was this woman floating across 
from where Tropique flats are now to 
where John Brown's offices are." 

Aunt Sue was beginning to get in¬ 
terested and went on to say - ..." 
"and you know Muddy Water? It was 
between Joan Menzies' place and 
the school. There always used to 
be muddy water there. " 

'The way my Dad talked there used 
to be muddy water on Rooty Hill 
Road before you got to Menzies* 
place. 

"Wasn’t it Driver Christian that 
said Uncle Jelly lived in that house? 
Uncle Jelly Evans - very dark and a 
real devil. I’m sure it was Driver 
Christian who had changed his re¬ 
ligion from C of E to Seventh Day 
Adventist. Uncle Jelly climbed up 
in a pine tree in 'Muddy Water’. 
When he knew that Driver was com¬ 
ing home from the Seventh Day Ad¬ 
ventist service, he waited and hid 
and as he got near he sang out, 
’Driver'.' 

"Driver looked. He sang out 
again, ’Driver" 

"When he called out a third 
time he said, 'Driver, go dip thy¬ 
self three times in yon muddy pool'. 
So off Driver went and dipped him¬ 
self three times in the muddy water. 
And Uncle Jelly said, 'You silly old 
b. 

"1 love the good, old-time re¬ 
ligion, " Aunt Sue said, changing 
the subject of ghosts to one more 
comfortable. "The Church at 
Kingston was always packed. I 


LIVING 


think the Ministers must get very dis¬ 
illusioned now. 

"My husband and I went up to the 
Barrier Reef on a holiday. We met 
Dorie, the daughter of CoL Spald¬ 
ing's son who grew up on Norfolk. 

She said ’Oh, please go visit Dad. 
He's living in the past. ’ 

"We called in - look - we had 
to stay the night. He wouldn't let 
us go. He brought out an old map 
of Norfolk and he put that lone pine 
in and all the homes around, and do 
you know that night he went and got 
a bottle of wine which he had kept 
for many a moon, and his father's 
sword (his father used to be head of 
South Head Military). 

"Well, he stood up and made a 
speech and the tears just rolled 
down his face. In his late seven¬ 
ties then, he was recalling his days 
of living at Government House. He 
said he was 'one of the boys’ - he 
and his brother Warwick. He was 
telling me that when the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church started up 
here, the people who were being 
baptised were dipped in Slaughter 
Bay. He said he and his brother 
would hide behind some rocks and 
every time they dipped them, they'd 
let off their muskets. 

"Then he was telling us that Mrs. 
Metcalfe used to love to entertain 
die cable station boys and he and 
Warwick used to wait until the boys 
were all in dancing and then tie old 
tubes on their horses' tails and let 
them go. They had beautiful horses. 
He said be was one of the larrikins. 

"I’d love to go back to those old 
days - especially if all the old timers 
were still around. There were some 
wonderful people. Q uite a different 
breed altogether. No factions, no 
disagreements, no crime. Every¬ 
one was soft-spoken. We had fun 
too.” 

Mary remembered that the old- 
timers never doubted for a minute 
that the island had been given to 
them. "They all had Queen Vic¬ 
toria’s photograph hanging in their 
living rooms. They loved Victoria. 
And 1 tell jipq, we were all pro-Brit¬ 
ish. Empire bay at school used to 
be a big day. And you’d salute the 
Union Jack. " 

"And, we had our own national 
song composed by Elva Yager's 
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Grandfather, " recalled Aunt Sue. 

'It was called ’ Norfolk Island Ode'. 
And there was another - ’Back to 
our Island Home', also composed by 
Elva's Grandfather. It ended some¬ 
thing like this - ’... no heartier 
welcome shall we get, though all 
the ear* we roam/" 



FEELING TIRED of hovering over a 
hot stove In this weather? 

Well here is a menu for a tasty, 
cold meal made easier by that mod¬ 
em marvel, the blender. 


SALMON MOUSSE 

2 tablespoons gelatin 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 small onion sliced 
4 cup boiling water 
4 cup mayonnaise 
1 lib. can salmon, drained 
i teaspoon paprika 
1 teaspoon dill weed 
1 cup cream 

Empty gelatin into container. Add 
lemon juice, slice of onion and boil¬ 
ing water. 

Cover and blend on high speed for 
- 40 seconds. Turn off motor and add 
mayonnaise. Add salmon, paprika 
and dill weed. Cover and turn motor 
on high speed. 

Remove cover and gradually pour in 
cream. Blend for 30 seconds. Turn 
off motor immediately. If blended 
too long cream might curdle. 

Pour into a 4 cup ring mould and 


chill until firm. 

Nice served with a crisp salad and 
garlic bread. 

VANILLA BAVARIAN CREAM 
Into container put 

2 tablespoons plain gelatin 
2 tablespoons water 
1 tablespoon vanilla 
4 cup hot milk 

Cover and blend on high speed for 
40 seconds. Add 

1 cup sugar 

2 egg yolks 

Cover and blend on high speed for 
5 seconds. Remove cover and, with 
motor on. add 

1 cup thick cream 
1 heaping cup crashed ice, or 
enough to bring liquid to top 
of container 

Continue to blend for 20 seconds; 
then pour into a 4 cup mould. Ser¬ 
ves 6. 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "V1NAS" 


CREAM OF CUCUMBER SOUP 
Simmer for 20 minutes 

1 large cucumber, peeled and 
sliced 

4 large leeks with most of the 
green coarsely cut 
4 cup water 
1 teaspoon salt 

a couple of dashes of Tobasco 
Sauce 

Empty vegetables with liquid into 
container and add 

3/4 cup mashed potato 
Cover and turn motor on high. Re¬ 
move cover and, with motor on add 

3 sprigs fresh mint (optional) 

1 cup chicken broth 

4 cup cream or milk 

Serve chilled with a garnish of fine¬ 
ly chopped cucumber and mint. Ser¬ 
ves 6. 


SPRITZIG MEANS "prickly" and 
describes those tiny bubbles in the 
wine which titillate the palate. 

The origin of its Inclusion in the 
language of wine would seem to 
be obscure but its appeal is un¬ 
doubted and it certainly put Portu¬ 
guese rose like Mateus on the map. 

Now that Australian makers are 
competing for the greatly enlarged 
white market more wines are com¬ 
ing forward which have been bottled 
early to obtain a clean, crisp acid 
finish and, as a consequence, are 
showing a pleasant degree of sprit - 
zig. 

The recently released Quelltaler 
1978 Rhine Reisling has this qual¬ 
ity and is also a wine which will 
grow in stature for several years 


to come, it is good value now 
$2.45 and should reward those who 
put some aside for drinking into the 
early eighties. 

Once again Kaiser Stuhl have 
chosen Sunburnean for their individ¬ 
ual vineyards Green Ribbon Rhine 
Reisling and again the product has 
good fruit and crisp acid with, this 
time, the addition of a little sprit- 
zig. Also well priced $2.45. 

For a long time I have respected 
the whites from All Saints in North¬ 
ern Victoria but was disappointed 
with their current Traminer Reisling. 
Somehow two good grapes have fail¬ 
ed to marry and the wine lacks dis¬ 
tinction. Never dieless, I will still 
look forward to tasting future releas¬ 
es from this well regarded maker. 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO B 


BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE 


>CKY " - THE LAST TYCOON " 

"OFF THE EDGE" - a New Zealand film 
GOLDEN RENDEZVOUS" 

Projector SERVICE, i 


Alastalr MacLean’s 
- New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - 
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THE CHRISTMAS TREE has been 
taken down and die decorations 
have been stacked away in the cup¬ 
board for yet another year. Has 
Christinas really come and gone? 

I was saying last month how there 
didn't seem to be much evidence 
of the Christmas spirit, however 
the week before Christmas die pace 
in die shopping centre was really 
hectic. A few more decorations 
appeared in Dip shops and Christ¬ 
mas carols cbtjld be heard in the 
vicinity of tlW Post Office. Long 
queues waited patiently at the 
check-out counters in the food- 
shops as die cash registers record¬ 
ed the purchases in the loaded food 
trolleys. All shops were busy as 
people bought last minute presents. 

Then on the Sunday 1 guess most 
stoves on the Island were preparing 
food for the festivities of the next 
day. A friend suggested it was silly 
to spend so much time cooking 
when instead it would be better 
just to take some cold meat with 
bread and butter and enjoy the day. 

1 agreed at the time but dien as I 
got involved in my cooking, 1 
really enjoyed it and it was all so 
worthwhile the next day when 
everyone enjoyed their dinner. 

A typical family Christmas on Nor¬ 
folk? I guess it really begins Christ¬ 
mas Eve when Mum and Dad put the 
children to bed after the little ones 
have left a drink for Santa and carrots 
for the reindeers. It's a bit hard try¬ 
ing to act as if there's nothing to do 
and to calm excited children so 
they'll go to sleep. Then out come 
the parcels and packages, last minute 
wrapping up. That's one part of 
Christmas I really enjoy - placing 
all the presents under the nee, won¬ 
dering what some of them are. Then 
finally, after the kitchen etc. has 
been tidied up, one collapses into 
bed knowing one has only a few hours 
of rest before the patter of little feet 
and excited whispers w^kes one up 
again around about 5 a. m. 

Isn't it tremendous watching the 
children's faces as they open their 
presents. Our little ones had saved 
up their pocket money and bought 
presents for the family so that they 
experienced the pleasure of giving 
this year as well as receiving. In 
about 15 minutes the loungeroom 
looked as though a hurricane had 
gone through. About 7 a, m, after 


all presents have been opened 
parents retire to the kitchen to 
revive themselves with a cup of 
coffee. No need to make any 
breakfast as the children have con¬ 
sumed so many sweets there's no 
room left for a wholesome break¬ 
fast! Round about 8 a. m. many 
families start organizing themselves 
to go to church whilst others visit 
family, friends and relatives. It's 
a truly happy time, isn't It? 

Here on Norfolk many families 
take advantage of the outdoors, 
pack up their Christmas dinner 
and have a glorified picnic. I think 
this is about the fourth year we've 
done so and it’s really terrific. 
There's usually a large group of 
family and friends. We work out 
beforehand what each family will 
takO in the way of food. The men 
organize some form of tent and the 
food is set out on tables under the 
tarpaulin. The children all have 
a marvellous time playing together. 

I overheard one little chap asking 
his friend what he got for Christ¬ 
mas and he answered "Oh, not 
much, because Santa had to carry 
our bikes!" After a super lunch, 
the "oldies" usually collapse on 
the ground to recover whilst the 
younger ones go over to the beach. 
It's a lovely relaxing way to spend 
Christmas. There's usually plenty 
of food left over for tea, not that 
anyone feels like eating very much, 
and then everyone packs up and 
takes home their carloads of weary, 
but happy children. 

Boxing Day is another eventful 
day here on Norfolk. It's the day 
of the Annual Beach Carnival or¬ 
ganised by the Rotary Club. The 
morning begins with events for the 
children, races on the sand, swim¬ 
ming races for the adults and child¬ 
ren. I believe Mike Johnson again 
won the men's race. The big event 
of the day at 2 p. m. is the Benson 
& Hedges raft race with prizes of 
$100 to 1st, $35 to the 2nd and $15 
to 3rd. There had been much activ¬ 
ity in various workshops around the 
Island prior to Christmas as differ¬ 
ent groups planned and built their 
rafts. Previously no-one has been 
able to beat Jim Gardner and his 
crew, but this year they were beat¬ 
en by a raft called "'Gardner’s Grief" 
built by Roy Nobbs' gang. It was a 
nifty raft paddled by chaps who had 


obviously practised often together. 
They were closely followed by an¬ 
other scientific design crewed by 
Peter Magfi, Pelley Evans and his 
workers. The third raft to come 
home looked a bit dangerous actual¬ 
ly as if was propelled through the 
water with long oars instead of the 
normal paddle. The scouts had an 
- ingenious design - a ring of brack- 
” en covered with plastic. Unfortunate¬ 
ly it wasn't completely waterproof 
and it sank! Never mind, .all who 
took part, about 9 or 10 Crews in all, 
looked as though they thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. The weather 
was perfect and it was a terrific day. 

Steve Ryves provided a good deal 
of entertainment on a windsurfboard. 
He was needed to crew one of the 
rafts but he couldn't seem to make 
the wind take his sails in the right 
direction. He eventually had to be 
rescued and towed to where the 
rafts had assembled. 

The New Year„began in a fairly 
quiet way this year. I think many 
people celebrated at barbecues and 
private parties and most of the res¬ 
taurants had special activities planned 
to entertain their guests. 

I almost forgot to tell you that the 
radio staff organized yet another Cab¬ 
aret which was held on Wednesday, 
27th December. The guest artist was 
Graham Shiells from Sydney. Graham 
has been entertaining at various ho¬ 
tels on die Island during the holiday 
period. Debbie and Don Reynolds al¬ 
so sang. A surprise for the evening 
was to hear Lorraine Hayde and 
Helen Svensen singing together. I 
believe they were very well received 
indeed. Congratulation; to VL2NI 
once again for providing another 
great night. 

Another popular night organized 
this time by the Lions Club was 
the Old Time Dance. Many tour¬ 
ists and residents arrived at Rawson 
Hall to enjoy the music provided 
by the "Sneaky" band and to dance 
all the old favourites. The visitors 
to the Island bad a marvellous time - 
"Haven't danced like that for years" 
was heard many times. The Lions 
ladies provided a light supper and 
by all accounts everyone is looking 
forward to die next one. 

You will probably have read that 
1979 has been declared the Year of 
the Child by UNICEF and that all 
countries have been asked to give 
special thought and consideration 
to the welfare of children. It’s my 
hope that here on Norfolk Island we 
can in sotpe way do our part to 
recognize 1979 as a special year 
for children. 

Best wishes to you all for a happy 
and healthy 1979. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Peuol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N. Z. ) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gar doers 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest cootrol experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvators, hoes, all 

agricultural Implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUT TER1N GS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate Inquiries. 



I 








[i] 



a stand on Norfolk’s future: 


;• The Bill: No Our Sea: Yes 

THE PEOPLE WON’T WEAR IT - OUR 2 00-MILE ZONE IS OURS, NOT 

COUNCIL VOTES 8 - 0 AGAINST IT YOURS, COUNCIL TELLS AUSTRALIA 

Self-Gov’t: Yes A Flag: Yes 

WE MUST CONTROL SPENDING, COUNCIL APPROVES - PUBLIC 

WELFARE. lOCAL LAWS, LAND INVITED TO HELP DESIGN IT 

Airport: Yes Coinage: Yes 

AUSTRALIA CAN’T DECIDE - $250, 000 A YEAR FOR NORFOLK - 

COUNCIL SAYS ’’LET US DO IT" COUNCIL IS ALL IN FAVOUR 


Strong outside support: 

UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT SAYS "YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE 

YOUR OWN DECISION"-SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION SAYS "YOU ARE ENTITLED 

TO A SEAT"-TOP AUSTRALIAN ECONOMIST SAYS "YOUR ECONOMY CAN SUP¬ 

PORT YOUR ISLAND" - - - ’PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY’ SAYS "PEOPLE EVERYWHERE 
^ASPIRE TO SELF GOVERNMENT" - - - READERS WRITE IN TO SUPPORT NORFOLK AIMS 

PLUS: 

A NEW CONSTITUTION DRAFT... BACKGROUND TO MINISTER’S MARCH VISIT.. .A 
BIG REPORT ON THE PUBLIC MEETING...AUSTRALIA POURS AID AND CULTURAL 
SUPPORT INTO OTHER ISLANDS.. .THE OLD DAYS ON NORFOLK... ELEGANT NEW 
SHOP OPENS.. .HELEN PAYNE... GOOD WINES ’IN BOND'... ’LETTER FROM HOME’ 




COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 

We are hard to find because we're back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 

other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look- ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Not¬ 

ing for us because we,.have 1, 000s of items at old- folk Pine. 

fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL IEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
.. NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - S.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



DRAMATIC DAY IN KINGSTON 


3T 


FEBRUARrVflH, 1979 ought to go 
down In history as the day when the 
elected representatives of the people 
of Norfolk psychologically began to 
take the reins of self-government. 

The Norfolk Island Council is le¬ 
gally still nothing but an advisory 
body. 

Australia so far has not decided to 
let go of any of its real control of the i 
Island. 

But at the monthly Council meet¬ 
ing in February the eight elected 
Councillors - 

• Unanimously, courteously and 
firmly informed the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment that its Norfolk Island Bill 
for the Island's future government is 
not acceptable to the Island, and 
that negotiations for an adequate 
degree of self-government will need 
to continue; 

• Said that if Australia can't make 
up its mind about necessary improve¬ 
ments to the Island airport. Council 
would like authority to borrow some 
$3 million itself, and get the work 
done. The loan and 1 (flc interest 
could be repaid. Council believes, 
with a charge of only $23 on each 
return ticket to Norfolk - and jet 
aircraft could offset that amount 
with their increased efficiency. 

• Informed the Minister that they 
counted on the benefits of the 200- 
mile ocean zone around Norfolk to 
be reserved forithe Island's use, and 
not pre-empted by Australia. 

• Proposed a study of the econom¬ 
ics of buying surplus Hercules air- i 
craft, and converting them for pas- ! 
senger use, in the absence of any 

clear plan by East-West Airlines to 
replace its F-27 planes. Prelimin¬ 
ary Council figures suggest that the 
converted Hercules planes could be 
operated profitably at fares about 
1/3 less than East-West now charges. 

• Kept pressing for the issuance 

of Norfolk Island coins, which could 
add an estimated $250, 000 a year 
to Island revenues. 

• Said they/had been handicapped 

in negotiations with Mr. Ellicott so 
far because of the lack of an expert 
constitutional law adviser to assist 
Council, and asked the Common- : 

wealth to provide funds for such an 
adviser in forthcoming negotiations. I 

If the Corpnenwealth would not pay, ! 
Council said they would be quite 

ready to see the costs paid from the j 
Island's own funds. 


• Demanded that Australia stop 
walling Norfolk off from the other 
Islands of the Pacific, and honour 
its obligation to let Council repre¬ 
sentatives take part in this year’s 
South Pacific Conference. 

• Carpeted Norfolk’s Australian 
Administrator, Mr. D.V. O'Leary, 
foe using a misleading threat to col¬ 
lect back fees from landowners liv¬ 
ing overseas. 

• Invited public suggestions, in 
the next month, for the design of a 
Norfolk Island flag, and authorised 
the tkafting of an ordinance creating 
the flag. 

The meeting caught Mr. O'Leary 
off balance almost from the start. 

On issue after issue. Councillors laid 
out evidence that the Commonwealth's 
form of administration of the Island 
is ill-informed, negligent of major 
needs and opportunities, and bound 
up in Canberra red tape that has no 
connection with the realities of Nor- 
foik. 

On point after point they present¬ 
ed constructive, positive views on 
what the Island needs - in the face 
of Canberra policies which have been 
uncertain, damagingly delayed and 
too often paternalistic. 

The public stegfilent of the meeting 
lasted almost fouif'hours. 

Extra chairs had to be brought in 
to accommodate ah over-flow crowd 
of residents and visitors in the public 
gallery. 

Mr. O'Leary appeared to have no 


NORFOLK' S ECONOMY is able to 
support the Island and should be able 
to go on doing so without subsidies 
from Australia. 

That a the conclusion of Prof. 
Ronald Gates, one of Australia's 
top economists, who is just com¬ 
pleting the most detailed study of 
the Island's economy ever conduct¬ 
ed. 

In a preview of findings that will 
be presented in full to the Minister 
in March, Prof. Gates revealed in 
February that "the information we 
have gathered and the analysis we 
have done make it clear that the 
Island does have a viable economy." 
("Viable? able to maintain a separate 

existence” - Oxford Dictionary.) 


awareness, beforehand/ ol-how strqhg- 
ly and unanimously the elected Coun¬ 
cillors were going to slate the un¬ 
acceptability of die Norfolk Island 
Bill. 

As recently as December it seem¬ 
ed that Mr. O'Leary and Mr. Elli¬ 
cott might be able to coax and nudge 
Council into going along with the 
Bill. Early that month the Adminis¬ 
trator even floated a suggestion that 
Councillors might like to give it 
their quick, unanimous endorse¬ 
ment. 

But Council waited to hear what 
their electors thought, and the re¬ 
sult was the 8-0 vote against. 

The result had an important ef¬ 
fect on the current f«rfoik.govern¬ 
mental situation, quite apart from 
the negotiations on tite Bill itself. 

As part of his duties Mr. • Q’JLdary 
has done his best to ps^mote accept¬ 
ance of first the Nimmo Report and 
later the Bill - and to hold down op¬ 
position to them. On February 7th, 
from the Department's’^point of view, 
he couldn't deliver eveji one Coun- 
! cillor when things came to the 
crunch. From the island's point of 
view be had worked against Norfolk's 
best Interest and lost. 

Credibility is essential to effect¬ 
ive government, and credibility 
tends to flow to winners. On the af¬ 
ternoon of February 7th a substan¬ 
tial amount of credibility in the gov¬ 
erning of Norfolk Island shifted from 
the Administratorship to the elected 
Council. 


He said he thought it was appro¬ 
priate to reassure the people of the 
Island on that major point, in ad¬ 
vance of completing his detailed 
report. 

Prof. Gates told The News that; 
j the various parts of die study - a ,• 
i census of all households, financial 
{ returns from all businesses, a sur- 
j vey of tourist expenditure and inter - 
| views with many people on the Is- 
! land - all gave consistent results 
and reinforced the reliability of die 
findings. He said the censuses were 
j "almost copy-book exercises". 

"Income and expenditure per bead j 
of the population are not much dif¬ 


ferent from those in mainland Aust- 
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ralia," he said. 

"Self financing Is feasible. The 
economic capacity is there. " 

When the full report becomes 
available, it will provide basic 
reference points for understanding 
how Norfolk's economy works, and 
for making timely and well-inform¬ 
ed decisions in managing the Island's 
budget. 

The report is expected to include 
recommendations for regular up¬ 
dating of economic Information, so 
that Island decision-makers can have 
a better understanding of what they 
are doing from now on, indefinitely 
into the future. 

It is not known whether the de¬ 
tailed economic report and recom¬ 
mendations will be tabled in Parlia¬ 
ment, or how quickly it will be¬ 
come available on the Island. 

But it is one of the most import¬ 
ant and eagerly-awaited reports in 
recent Norfolk history, and will have 
profound effects on the Island's fu¬ 
ture when it becomes public. 

Minister will 
Arrive Mar. 12 

COUNCIL SEEKING LEGAL ADVISER 

MINISTER R.J. ELLICOTT will re¬ 
turn to Norfolk March 12-15, short¬ 
ly after the resumption of Parlia¬ 
ment late in February. 

The purpose of his visit was not 
stated in the announcement made 
to Council on February 7th. 

In deciding on the trip Mr. Elll- 
cott would have been aware of 
he strong public reaction against 
the Norfolk Island Bill at a public 
meeting on January 16th, and of 
the United Nations Association's 
offer to conduct a Voluntary Act 
of Self-Determination on the Isl¬ 
and if requested to do so by Coun-. 
cil. 

But at the time of the announce¬ 
ment of his visit. Council had not 
yet declared that the Bill was unac¬ 
ceptable and that they needed to 
resume discussions with Mr. Ellicott. 

It appears unlikely that serious ne¬ 
gotiations ecu Id re-open on March 12 
because Council has declared its need 
for an adviser in constitutional law to 
assist them in future talks. It may 
not be practical for Council to select, 
appoint and brief such an expert in a 
period of only a few weeks. 

Competent advice is not available 
locally. When the appointment of 
an adviser was agreed to at Council 
on February 7, the Administrator ges¬ 


tured toward Administration Legal 
Adviser Bill Hall and said Council 
could use him at no cost. . 

But when Councillor Greg Quintal 
asked if the Administrator was will¬ 
ing to appoint Mr. Hall formally as 
adviser to Council, Mr. O'Leary 
said "He's too busy. " 

Techilically Parliament could en¬ 
act the Norfolk Island Bill just be¬ 
fore Mr. Ellicott's planned visit, 
leaving him with the gunboat job of 
coming to the Island to pacify the 
natives and fly the Australian flag. 

Council regards such a possibility 
as almost unimagineable. Since 
last May Mr. Ellicott has assured the 
Island that the Commonwealth would 


MR. R.K. ALSTON, President of the 
United Nations Association of Austra¬ 
lia, visited Norfolk for a fact-finding 
tour from January 24-29. 

He held informal meetings with the 
Council, the Administrator, the Soc¬ 
iety of Descendants of die Pitcairn 
Settlers and other groups and individ¬ 
uals. 

The News asked Mr. Alston if he 
would state the U.N.A. A, *s exact 
position and role in relation to the 
Island's situation. The following is 
a transcript of the interview with 
him. 


Q: What is the purpose of the United 
Nations Association? 

A; In general terms, to support the 
aims and ideals of the U.N., and to 
ensure that governments, in particular 
the Australian Government, adhere to 
their international obligations. 

Q: What is the U.N.A. - who is it? 

A: It's a fairly broad group of individu¬ 
als from all political parties who are 
outside government, and who believe 
that there is a role to be played by a 
non-government organisation in tak¬ 
ing up a number of the important is¬ 
sues that come before the U. N., and 
discussing their relevance to Australia. 

Q: Who are the members of the Fed¬ 
eral Executive? 

A: I'm the Federal President. The 
immediate past President is Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Underhill, a Judge of the Family 
Court of Australia, from Queensland. 

His predecessor was Maj. -Gen. 

Paul Cullen, A.O., D.F.C. and all 
the rest. 

Q: Are those two still on the Federal 
Executive? 


work out the new Norfolk form of 
government by consultation, collabora 
don and consensus with the Island. 
Bunging the Bill through as it stands, 
or with a few dressed-up modifications 
in the face of Council's unanimous 
dissent - would simply show the world 
that "consensus" was a sham and that 
Australia intended to take possession 
of Norfolk willing or unwilling. 

The probability is that Mr. Elli- 
cott’s trip can best be used to block 
out the program for continuing dis¬ 
cussions with Council, formally aban¬ 
don the July 1979 target date for start¬ 
ing up a Legislative Assembly, and 
reassure residents that Australia's in¬ 
tendons are honourable. 


A; Mr. Justice Underhill is, but not 
Paul Cullen. Cullen Is a very well- 
known public figure, because he was 
chairman of Austcare, chairman of 
the Australian Council for Overseas 
Aid, the Jewish Welfare Society, 
the Australian Society for the Blind, 
the C. M. F... and so on. 

There are four Vice-Presidents. ■ 
Mrs. Storey, Victoria; Mike Rolfe, 
A.C.T.; Shan Hoskyns, South Aust¬ 
ralia; and Merv Knight, Western 
Australia. Secretary is Geoff Hogan, 
N.S.W.; Treasurer, the Rev. W. 
Arkell, N. S.W.; the Disarmament 
and Human Rights Officer is Dr. 

Keith Suter, N. S. W. That last is 
a non-elec ted position, as is John 
Bulbeck's - he is Federal Media Of¬ 
ficer, appointed for die current year 
in the knowledge that he would be in 
the United States for much of the 
year. 

0: What is the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation’s posldon on Norfolk at the 
moment? 

A: The Association continues to take 
the view that Norfolk Island is geo¬ 
graphically, ethnically and culturally 
distinct from mainland Australia, 
and therefore comes within the pro¬ 
visions of Article 73 of the Charter 
of the U.N., which provides that 
such groups of peoples should be re¬ 
garded as non-self-governing trust 
territories, which have the right to 
determine their own future. 

The Association considers, there¬ 
fore, that the people of Norfolk Island 
are entitled to make their own decision 
as to their future form of government - 
and is not satisfied that the present 
Bill provides a form of government 
that is acceptable to the majority of 
the residents - of the voters - of the 
people. 


"THE PEOPLE OF NORFOLK ARE ENTITLED TO MAKE THEIR OWN DECISION" 

U.N.A.A. STATEMENT 



Hands Of if Out Zone, 
Council TeSIs Ausf. 

COUNCIL TOOK A film stand in 
February on Norfolk’s entitlement 
to the benefits from the surround¬ 
ing ocean. 

At the January meeting Council¬ 
lors expressed their concern that the 
200-mile zone around Norfolk 
should not be lumped in with "Aust¬ 
ralian" waters and managed for 
Australia’s financial benefit. But 
they passed no resolution on the 
subject, and left it to the Adminis¬ 
trator to pass their views on to the . 
Minister. 

Mr. O'Leary reported that he had 
done so, and had asked for a clari¬ 
fication of the Commonwealth's 
policies. 

In February Council made it 
clear where they stood by passing 
a resolution - 

"That in respect of the 200- 
nautical-mile fishing zone to be 
created by the Fisheries Amend¬ 
ment Act 1978, Council seeks the 
Minister's assurance, firstly that 
the benefit of the zone is acknow¬ 
ledged to be for the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island; and secondly that no 
agreement respecting fishing rights 
in the zone will be entered into 
without prior consultatiod with, 
and approval of, the Island through 
this Council." 


Letter Criticised 

A "PAY-UP" LETTER sent by the Ad¬ 
ministrator to land owners who live 
overseas and have not paid their an¬ 
nual fees was sharply criticised at 
February Council, 

The letter read in part "The Ordin¬ 
ance also provides fpr me to recover 
the amount of the levy and interest 
by law, and in certain circurpstances 
I may apply to the Supreme Court for 
an order to sell the.land to which the 
levy applies. Naturally I am reluct¬ 
ant to take such steps, and 1 would 
therefore hope that you would send 
along the amount outstanding by 
31st January 1979." 

Councillor Bennett pointed out 
that the Ordinance allows such a pro¬ 
cedure only after payments have 
been in arrears for five years - and 
the Ordinance has only existed for 
three years. He said that from the 
viewpoint of people receiving the 
letter, it looked like intimidation. 

"I believe such threatening is un¬ 
called for, and it has upset a num¬ 
ber of people, and I'd like my com¬ 
ments noted. - 


“WE WANT OUR SEAT AT THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE” 


AFTER SEVERAL YEARS of inquir¬ 
ies and unsatisfactory answers about 
Norfolk’s right to take part in the 
annual South Pacific Conference, 
Council has finally made a direct 
request to the'Commonwealth to let 
two members of Council attend this 
year. 

The February Council meeting re¬ 
solved that "the Australian Govern¬ 
ment's policy of denying, Norfolk 
Island access to the Island's seat at 
the South Pacific Commission is in 
breach of die Island's clear rights, 
and a denial of its political identi¬ 
ty as a member of the Pacific com¬ 
munity. This Council asks the 
Australian Government forthwith to 
arrange the attendance of represent¬ 
atives of the Island, nominated by 
this Council, at the next meeting 
of the South Pacific Commission." 

Councillor McIntyre made the 
motion, which received unanimous 
support. 

Councillor Bennett said "This 
right has been denied the people of 
Norfolk Island because the Austral¬ 
ian Government has never advised 
or made known this right. Norfolk 
Island is entitled to send represent¬ 
atives to the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence. This entitlement is categori¬ 


cal and unequivocal. 

"But we have never been so ad¬ 
vised by Australia. Why? The an¬ 
swer is obvious. The Australian 
Government has not had any inten¬ 
don of inviting Norfolk Island to 
participate... the subject has been 
raised by Council on a number of 
occasions, and we have been fobb¬ 
ed off each time. 

"They have continued a policy 
of depriving Norfolk Island of repre¬ 
sentation. " 

Councillor Bennett recited the 
history of Norfolk's having been 
entitled to participate ever since 
1947. 

"I regret the hint of antagonism 
that surrounds the motion," he said, 
"but, for goodness sake, we have 
tried hard to get through, all to no 
avail." . 

The Administrator said that the 
question was being considered "at 
the highest level" and that the 
Minister had sent a paper on it to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

"I have been concerned about 
somewhat of a dilemma that has 
existed between Norfolk Island 
and the South Pacific Commission," 
he said, and hoped there would be 
clarification quite soon. 


THERE HAS BEEN A CONFERENCE SEAT RESERVED FOR 
NORFOLK FOR THE PAST 28 YEARS, OFFICIAL PUBLICATION SAYS 


FOR 28 YEARS Australian Govern¬ 
ment policy has systematically been 
blocking Norfolk Island from estab¬ 
lishing relationships with the other 
islands of the South Pacific. 

This fact was revealed on Norfolk 
last month with' the publication of 
"Regional Co-operation in the South 
Pacific", a booklet distributed by 
the Sou til Pacific Coimiission to 
describe its history, aims and acti- ; 
vities. 

Three previous editions of the 
booklet have been published, but 
the latest one includes for the first: 
time a table listing "Countries and 
territories entitled to send represent¬ 
atives to the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence". 

Norfolk is included as one of the 
25 countries and territories which 
have "the right to send to the Con¬ 
ference a Representative and Alter¬ 
nate, each of whom has the right to 
speak". 

Over the years members of Coun¬ 


cil have asked about the possibility 
of Norfolk's taking part in the Con¬ 
ference, but Australia has blocked 
any participation by the Island, ever 
since the first Conference in 1950. 

As a result Norfolk has been shut 
off from its Pacific neighbours, and 
from making its views and needs 
known. 

The new publication highlights 
what the Australian policy has de¬ 
nied Norfolk: 

• "economic and social welfare 
and advancement" - the objective 
of the South Pacific Commission, 
for Pacific peoples. 

#A free voice. The Commission 
exists for various stated purposes, 
the first of which is "to provide a 
common forum within which the 
Island people and their Governments 
Can express themselves on issues, 
problems, needs and ideas common 
to the region, with a view to main¬ 
taining the opportunity for all Islands 
to be heard, viewed, considered and 
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assisted on equal terms to one another. 

• Participation in the region. A 
stated objective of the Commission 
is "to be a vehicle for the develop¬ 
ment and implementation of the con¬ 
cept of regionalism”. 

• Cultural and economic exchange. 
The Commission is supposed to "fos¬ 
ter and develop means to facilitate 
the flow of indigenous products, tech¬ 
nical know -how and people among 
the islands”. 

A glaring example of the Austral¬ 
ian policy occurred some years ago 
when the dentist employed by the 
Norfolk Administration wanted to at¬ 
tend a South Pacific Commission 
conference on children’s dental care 
in the islands. He wanted to pre¬ 
sent a paper on the subject, and to 
learn from others who would be at¬ 
tending. He was forbidden to attend, 
it is fair to assume that as a result of 
Australia’s policy, at least some 
children, on Norfolk and elsewhere, 
now have dental problems that could 
have been prevented. 


TOTALLY UNOFFICIAL SO FAR, 

BUT IT’S A BEAUTY - 

New Draft Const’n 

A STRIKING NEW PROPOSAL for a 
Norfolk Island Constitution is cur¬ 
rently being studied by the elected 
members of Council. 

The proposal was drafted last year. 
It was never tabled in Council be¬ 
cause Council became fully occupied 
with discussions on drafts of die Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill. 

As it grew obvious in late January 
that the Bill was not an acceptable 
plan for die future government of 
the Island, the proposal was brought 
to light and circulated among Coun¬ 
cillors for their consideration. 

A few copies have got into public 
circulation and are being discussed 
with high interest. 

The first Norfolk draft for an Island 
constitution was prepared early last 
year, was published, and was wide¬ 
ly debated. One of the main react¬ 
ions from residents was that the lan¬ 
guage was too legalistic. 

The new proposal seems to give die 
sland and die Commonwealth all the 
lower either one needs. All laws 
vould be made locally - but any of 
hem could be vetoed by Australia. 

Features of the second-draft pro- 
iosal include - 

•It was prepared taking into ac¬ 
count widespread comments on the 
irst draft. These included detailed 
tnalydcal papers on the first draft, 
irepared by constitutional and ad¬ 


ministrative experts in Australia, New 
Zealand and in the Cook Islands. 

• The language has been complete¬ 
ly simplified. 

• The concepts of government have 
been simplified as well. 

i #A locally-elected body, called 
j "The House" in keeping with the old 
j name of the law-making body that 
j existed on the island when Norfolk 
' had self-government in the last cen- 
j tury, would make all Norfolk’s inter- 
j nal laws. There would be no procedure 
for Australia to make internal Norfolk 
laws. 

• A full-time Australian authority on 
the island - to be called "Commission¬ 
er” instead of "Administrator" - would 
have the power to ask for amendments 
to any proposed laws, and to veto any 
law, if Australia thought it was a bad 
law. 

• If Australia's veto power was used 
wisely, and most residents felt it was 
an aid to good government on die 
island, the veto power would continue 
indefinitely. But if residents felt Aust¬ 
ralia was using the veto power for its 
own benefit, and to the island’s dis¬ 
advantage, voters would have a chance 
once each five years to vote at refer¬ 
endum - and if 6Vjc of electors wanted 
the veto power cancelled, it would 
cease. 

• Certain Australian laws would 
apply on Norfolk, by agreement of 
The House and the Commonwealth. 

If The House wanted to cancel any 
particular Australian law, so far as 
Norfolk was concerned, it could do 
so on 12 months notice, even with¬ 
out Australia’s agreement. 

• Australia would have full author¬ 
ity over foreign affairs and defence. 

• All electors would have the right 
to attend meetings of The House, and 
to speak up if they wanted to add 
something to the debate. 

• Referendums on almost any sub¬ 
ject affecting the island’s peace, 
order and good government could 

be called at any time, by The House 
or by a petition signed by one-third of 
electors. 

• Day-to-day administrative author¬ 
ity on the island would be in the 
hands of an Executive Council, con¬ 
sisting of Australia's Commissioner 
and Deputy Commissioner, and four 
members of The House. The Com¬ 
missioner would be chairman. If all 
four House members were agreed on 
any particular matter, they would have 
the controlling vote. If House mem - 
bers were split on some issue, the 
Commissioner and his Deputy, repre¬ 
senting Australia, would hold the bal¬ 
ance of power. 

• The Commissioner would not have 


a vote in The House, but would be 
able to put his views to The House on 
any matters, and so have a direct ef¬ 
fect on public opinion. 


"PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY" GIVES 

BIG BOOST TO N.l. 

A REPORT chi Norfolk's history, polit¬ 
ics and economy dominated the Feb¬ 
ruary issue of Pacific Islands Monthly, 
the prestigious magazine which is 
read throughout the Pacific. 

Occupying the front cover and 19 
pages inside the issue, the report was 
compiled by publisher Stuart Inder, 
who has been keeping tabs on the 
island, with occasional visits, for 
20 years. 

He gives a special accolade to Nor¬ 
folk as a tourist destination. Norfolk 
tourists, he says, "come mainly from 
Australia or New Zealand to enjoy the 
scenic beauties of the island, or to in¬ 
spect the historic buildings, or to 
select from an Aladdin's trove of 
goods offered at prices considerably 
cheaper than they can get them at 
home. 

"Whatever it is they come for, " 

Mr. Inder writes, "they get good val- ' 
ue, and the permanent population is 
sincere in its welcome. " 

The P. I. M. report was compiled in 
December, with last-minute updating 
early in January. At that point, the 
magazine says, Exactly what Norfolk 
Islanders felt about the bill ( the Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill 1978 - ed.) was not 
clear... controversy was developing 
but no clear picture had emerged." 

As a result, P.I.M. said Norfolk 
was in an "Identity crisis" as to whe¬ 
ther the majority wanted the island 
to be "a small chip off Australia, or 
a South Pacific island state." 

The lead-off article of the report 
was headlined "Islanders or Australians?" 
It relates an excellent capsule history 
of Norfolk, and says that Pitcairn de¬ 
scendants have "beneath the surface a 
strong spirit of Independence... many 
have lived for long periods in Australia 
or New Zealand, but their overseas re¬ 
sidency has merely strengthened their 
resolve to keep the Island ’separate’ in 
a shrinking, even-busier world." 

Supplies of the magazine on the 
island were doubled from die usual 
quantity air-freighted here, but the 
lot sold out in a day or two, and re¬ 
tailers were cabling for extra ship¬ 
ments. 

Even before the issue arrived on 
newsstands, island opinion on die Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill had rapidly begun 
crystallising, and it was clear that 
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Letters to the editor 


almost no one on the island liked the 
BUI. 

The P. I.M. report includes lengthy 
excerpts from a Norfolk history still in 
preparation by former Administrator 
R. N. Dalkin. He dwells on the na¬ 
ture of an Administrator's duties here, 
and says the position has become 
"more and more outdated and ana¬ 
chronistic" . 

An Administrator is forced into 
impossible situations and conflicts. 

Air Cdre. Dalkin says. 

He cites a Royal Commission re¬ 
port in 1926, which recommended 
that "in the interests of die Common¬ 
wealth and Norfolk Island, the pres¬ 
ent Administrator be recalled with¬ 
out delay... in future selections, ' 
due consideration to the psychology 
of the Norfolk Islanders should be 
given; the temperament of a pros¬ 
pective Administrator, if not com¬ 
patible with, should be capable of 
ready adaptability to the social con¬ 
ditions of die Island." 

Air Cdre. Dalkin notes that this 
advice was "by no means always ad¬ 
hered to in subsequent years." 

The underlying problem is neatly 
summed up in P.I. M's caption for its 
front-cover photo of the Administra¬ 
tion building - "Norfolk Island - a 
society with a unique niche in British 
history; and a people who. like people 
anywhere, aspire to self-government." 


Sir, 

As visitors to Norfolk in late De¬ 
cember and early January of this year, 
my husband and I fell in love with 
your Island and its people. As a 
school teacher, I knew certain facts 
about Norfolk, but not the important 
ones. 

There hasn't been anything in our 
Australian daily papers regarding our 
Federal Government's 'plans'' for Nor¬ 
folk and we were quite ashamed to 
call ourselves Australians after read¬ 
ing the "News". 

On my return I contacted Senator 
Don Chipp and gave him die details. 
Don was, for 16 years, a member of 
the Australian Liberal Party and in the 
House of Representatives in our Feder¬ 
al Parliament, but when the present 
Prime Minister came to power Don 
resigned because of the party's gen- 


Sir, 

Thought you would like this cut 
ting from our paper here. 

Could you send one of your papers 
across and cost per year? 

A. REEVES, 

Alice Springs. 

(The ardcle enclosed by Mr. Reeves 
appears below.) 


eral lack of concern for its voters. 

His intentions were to quit politics 
altogether, but a group of people 
convinced him that a third political 
party was needed and he is now Lead¬ 
er of the Australian Democrats and 
Member of the Senate for Victoria. 
Don, in a reply which I received to¬ 
day said he will do all he can. The 
people of Norfolk must do their bit 
too. 

You may wonder why a mere tour¬ 
ist is so irrate, but the Island made a 
profound impression on us. We've 
never come across such a wonderful 
human community before. 

I thought I'd let you know what 
little I have been able to do, and 
maybe you could get other visitors 
on side, because I’m sure the only 
Australians who know what is afoot 
are those who have been to Norfolk. 

I was Interested to hear that our 
Government wants 125, 000 square 
miles of water rights - are there min¬ 
erals there I wonder, because these 
are the "thing” with our present Gov¬ 
ernment. It has been minerals that 
have kept the Australian economy 
afloat for some years. 

Best of luck. 

(Mrs.) Laura Harris, 
New South Wales. 


Help from the Cooks? 

Sir, 

For some time I've been very In¬ 
terested in the Cook Islands, and 
spent a week there in January last 
year. It seemed to me then that 
Rarotonga, at least, was at a cross¬ 
roads - the big new airport and 
tourist hotel, obviously a trend 
which someone thought desirable! 
The Island-style buildings are a 
thing of the past. Imported canned 
and frozen food are changing the 
habits and diets of the people; veri¬ 
tably a culture fighting for life. 

And then Sir Albert. I spent a 
few hours wishing him "out", as 
what I had read about Tom Davis 
suggested he was quite a different 
kettle of fish. And it's interesting 
that he is doing some good things. 

He, (Dr. Davis) has made great 
strides in encouraging more efficient, 
and more agriculture, and is cur¬ 
rently negotiating inter-island trade 
for many of the things which have 
traditionally been imported from 
N. Z., which not only helps his 
trade balance with N. Z. but en- 


Alice could learn 
from Norfolk 

Sir, — The following is 
a story which may assist 


the local Tourist industry 
by showing it how other 
people do things. 

In the middle of the 
fuel strike, we lea by 
Bast-West Airlines for 
Norfolk Island. „ 

We Stopped at Pukes 
to refuel, but otherwise 
had an uneventful trip. 

On arrival, we were 
met, a welcoming speech 
was made, and the locals 
made sure everyone had 
transport. 

We arrived at our hotel, 
others moved into apart¬ 
ments, via Kennedy’s 
transport and were im¬ 
mediately made aware of 
the local political situat¬ 
ion:— 

We had entered a tax- 
free, social service-free, 
union-free colony, which 
is seeking a similar status 
to that recently gained in 
the NT — Internal self- 
government — but so far 
denied. 

The first day was taken 


up with a tour of the is¬ 
land. Marie’s Tours have 
drivers descended from 
the original Bounty mut¬ 
ineers — and thus a good 
appreciation of the his¬ 
tory, the geography, and 
the local scene was im¬ 
mediately available. 

From the second day, 
we hired a mini-moke — 
the hills of this volcanic 
Isle are too steep for bi¬ 
cycles or walking — and 
spent the day on the 
beach. 

The bathing in Emily 
Bay Is absolutely safe for 
snail children, and on the 
island there are no “bit- 
lea." 

The, evenings were 
spent going to Island din¬ 
ners. The Bounty Inn is 
formal, at Brauka House 
we were regaled with a 
history lesson between 
courses, the Command¬ 
ant's Dinner had com¬ 
munity singing with is¬ 
land words, and Christ¬ 
mas was spent listening 
to country and western 


singing at our own hotel. 

There is a local artist, 
,a potter, and of course 
duty-free shops, where 
my wife believed It was 
her duty to spend a rea¬ 
sonable percentage of our 
hard-gotten gains — on a 
pink elephant, Irish whis¬ 
key, some French clothes 
and perfumes, Englis 
shoes for me, and stamps 
for distant friends. 

Boxing Day was Beach 
Picnic Day. $1.30 for saus¬ 
ages, chips and coleslaw 
was the only expense — 
except for drinks, and the 
kids scavenged for sweets 
in the sand, had foot 
races, watche the yachts, 
the barge races and the 
swimming races. 

All in aT. a good time 
was had by all. Not too 
much commercialism very 
friendly, very relaxing. 

You'd never believe 
they had fun employment 
without any strikes, no 
super-animation, no serv¬ 
ants, no proper harbour 
and a closed Immigration 
policy. 

Alice oould perhaps 
emulate the family ac¬ 
commodation bit, the 
varied dinners, the friend¬ 
liness and the unobotrus- 
iv e oammerohUisjn. 

Derrick J. French, 

Alice Springs. 
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sures a more suitable sort of im¬ 
port, at less cost. 

The other .thing he is doing is 
committing the Cooks to the ANZUS 
treaty and "relieving" N. Z. of the 
task of defending them. 

Dr. Davis certainly seems to car¬ 
ry some "mana". Perhaps he could 
be an ally for the Norfolk cause. 

JEAN HAMPTON 
AUCKLAND. 

Cause of unhappiness 

Sir, 

1 hope that through your paper I 
may be able to explain to the many 
visitors who have come and gone 
from our Island wondering (as they 
put it) why there could be so much 
hate and unhappiness when we have 
so much to be grateful for on this 
beautiful Island. 

1 used to shrug and remind them 
that the serpent got into the Garden 
of Eden, so maybe he got into our 
Paradise. 

As time went by, I realised that 
visitors could and were really feel¬ 
ing this thing that really exists here. 
As tourism is most vital to us, and 
I always class it as 'The Hen that 
Layed the Golden Egg', I will try 
and explain that this thing that real¬ 
ly exists is not "hate". It is a feel¬ 
ing of frustration, disappointment 
and anger. 

The cause of all this unpleasant¬ 
ness stems wholly from the dictator¬ 
ship form of government that now 
exists on our Island. 

One man tells us this is law; we 
abide by it, only to be told by the 
next that it was only a "Gentle¬ 
man's Agreement". 

One man stops all building - 
no more accommodation, no more 
shops, no more restaurants. The 
next man allows shops and a restau¬ 
rant to be built, because he feels 
that he doesn’t only have to look 


after us of Pitcairn lineage but he 
has to look after those who come 
here to invest money - regardless 
of the fact that tourist figures are 
falling and regardless that some 
of the privileged people have 
dabbled into everything that's go¬ 
ing on Norfolk Island. Privileges, 
it seems to me, are even being 
given to non-residents, even though 
we have amongst us quite capable 
and qualified people to suit the 
jobs. The last, if not the least, 
as I am led to believe, is the man 
who was offered the job running 
our Tourist Bureau and who, 1 be¬ 
lieve, was only appointed on Thurs¬ 
day night and yet even the birds 
flying around in my trees knew 
at least a week ago. 

I sincerely hope that visitors 
realise what is causing this rift. 
Please believe me when I say 
'You are welcome and please 
come back again'. 

ELVA 

...AND A LETTER 
FROM THE EDITOR 

Hon. R. J. Ellicott, Q.C., M.P. 
Minister for Home Affairs 
CANBERRA 

Sir. 

On February 3rd the weekly "Nor¬ 
folk Islander” carried an anonymous 
letter which urged readers to value 
their heritage, stand up for their 
rights, and resist the passage of the 
Norfolk Island Bill. 

Several days later the Administra¬ 
tor of the Island called in the editor, 
Tom Lloyd, and notified him that 
certain parts of the letter were - in 
die opinion of the Legal Adviser - 
seditious. The Government’s next 
step was not clear to Mr. Lloyd, but 
he understood he was under scrutiny 


and that he might be charged and 
brought to trial. 

Sedition. Is one of the few high 
crimes against government. My und¬ 
erstanding is.that it means exciting 
disloyalty against the Queen and the 
constitutional government, and in¬ 
citing people to illegal actions, as 
a means of overthrowing the govern¬ 
ment. When an allegation of sedit¬ 
ion is made by an appointee of the 
Governor-General, in the formal 
setting of a territory's highest exec¬ 
utive office, an editor is in grave 
trouble. 

The letter in question argues that 
Norfolk should be governed by Itself 
in association with Australia - a con¬ 
dition which entails a stable monar¬ 
chy and Commonwealth. Neither the 
letter nor Mr. Lloyd is seditious by 
any stretch of imagination. 

There is a comic side to all this - 
the mental picture of His Honour 
sensing in the pages of a weekly pa¬ 
per a threat to the very foundations 
of the Commonwealth, and leaping 
fearlessly to their defense. 

But something quite uncomlc, and 
quite serious, is Involved. 

I think it is unlikely that the Ad-, 
ministrator was motivated by a de¬ 
sire to defend constitutional govern¬ 
ment. I think his purpose was intim¬ 
idation of the press - an effort to 
frighten an editor, and make him 
then play down anything critical of 
the Norfolk Island Bill or of the Gov¬ 
ernment's intentions to annex Nor¬ 
folk. This tactic is commonplace in 
despotic countries. As a matter of 
fact it works. And this is a politically 
crucial time on Norfolk. 

If official intimidation of the press 
appears within the Australian Govern¬ 
ment, I think it ought to be noted 
and checked. 

Believing that such a thing has oc¬ 
curred here, I am asking die Austra¬ 
lian Journalists' Association to inqui¬ 
re, and hope you will inquire also. 

ED HOWARD 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 


SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


3 *vC BIG HITS "SPEED TRAP" - outdoor action... "TAXI DRIVER" drama ... "MX FAIR LADY* P 

M ~ ... "THE DIRTY DOZEN" drama... "JOHNNY'S GOT HIS GUN" drama. P 

SCHEDULED "ANGER IN HIS EYES" drama ... "CHEAP DETECTIVE" drama L 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

nor folk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Sneaky” : TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of “Sneaky” ; FRIDAY easy listening music; SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and Imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hettoerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St.. Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND ; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 7327 9 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 



THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 


PUBLIC MEETING CABLES REJECTION OF THE BILL, 


OPPOSITION TO the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 was virtually unanimous, 
and sometimes angry, at a public 
meeting held at Rawson Hall on Jan¬ 
uary 16th. 

The meeting had been called by 
the Society of Descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers, which had already ta¬ 
ken a formal position of opposition 
to the Bill. 

In posters and newspaper advertise¬ 
ments announcing the meeting, the 
Society said "Perhaps you believe 
the Society in opposing the Bill is 
barking up the wrong tree. If so, 
we'd like to hear about it." 

An estimated 260 people attend¬ 
ed the meeting, including over 
one-fourth of the Island’s 800-odd 
electors. 

Following a wide range of com¬ 
ments about the Bill, the meeting 
voted overwhelmingly to reject the 
Bill and to support the Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety's strong resolution on January 
8 th. There were no dissenting votes, 
and no one at the meeting voiced 
any support for the Bill - an extra¬ 
ordinary response, at a Norfolk pub¬ 
lic meeting. 

Five of die six elected Councillors 
on the Island at the time attended 
the meeting.. As the public feeling 
became clearer and clearer from in¬ 
dividual comments, interjections and 
applause, four of the Councillors 
made strong statements in support of 
the right of self-determination for 
the Island. 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher said that Council's aim was 
to create self-government, with self- 
determination for the people. He 
said Council had not yet stated its 
position on the Bill, because Council¬ 
lors had not yet heard enough from 
the people. 

He said that the Bill as tabled in 
Parliament did not include some ele¬ 
ments that Council had asked for in 
its private negotiating sessions with 
the Minister. 

Councillor Blucher also said that 
he wondered what other electors, 
not present at the meeting, thought 
about the Bill - but later told the 
crowd that he thought the meeting 
was a good indicator of what the ma¬ 
jority wanted, and that the resolutions 
passed would be taken seriously. 

Councillor Lisle Snell had been the 
first of the Councillors to declare his 
position to the meeting. He said he 
would pledge and promise to vote in 
accordance with the majority view of 


the community. He added that he 
had been receiving comments from 
many sources, and that so far he had 
ten foolscap pages covered with ob¬ 
jections people had to the Bill, and 
only two pages of comments in fa¬ 
vour of the Bill, which had come 
from the Australian Government. 

Councillor Geoff Bennett said he 
had never before seen resolutions 
passed unanimously at a public 
meeting on the Island, and said "my 
mind is made up". 

Councillor Greg Quintal indicated 
his position early in the meeting, 
when one speaker asked "What does 
the Government want to do or take 
from Norfolk Island?" Councillor 
Quintal called out "The whole ruddy 
lot!" and there was a round of laugh¬ 
ter and applause. 

Later in the meeting Councillor 
Quintal said "I will not accept the 
Bill unless we have the right of self- 
determination. .. with self-determina¬ 
tion we can decide our own future 
and I would support the majority of 
the people... the Australian Govern¬ 
ment is only a minor, little, small 
pebble so far as I'm concerned - 
and they do not regard us as that 
much to them. ” 

Selections from public comments 
at the meeting: 

Bill Underwood said the Island 
had possibly the best Council for 
many years. He said that they all 
were men of high integrity and com¬ 
mon sense, and were devoted to the 
welfare of all on Norfolk - and that 
he could not understand how they 
could have let themselves be "bam¬ 
boozled" into holding all their dis¬ 
cussions with Mr. Ellicott in secret. 

Ken Nobbs said that there were 
extensive exclusions of Norfolk 
rights in the Bill, including health, 
land use and social welfare. It had 
been Council policy for years to 
care for these matters, but that sud¬ 
denly it seemed Canberra consider¬ 
ed Council no longer responsible. 

He said that the exclusion of any 
mention of Pitcairner rights in the 
Bill smacked of the idea that the 
Pitcairners no longer existed. This 
was supposedly because of Austra¬ 
lia's Racial Discrimination Act, he 
said - but that was "hogwash". 

"It’s because they don't want Nor¬ 
folk Island to be distinct," he said. 

Norfolk had been given to the 
Pitcairn people in 1856 by Queen 
Victoria, he pointed out, and ad¬ 
ministered on that basis for 120 


SUPPORT FDR SOCIETY 

years. • He said Norfolk is "ethni¬ 
cally and culturally different from 
Australia - and thank the Lord for 
that!" The meeting interrupted 
him with loud applause. 

Richard PataiHe. a former Presi 
dent of Committees, said the Bill, 
would set up a much more costly 
form of government. He said that 
on the mainland any proposed con¬ 
stitutional change had to be put to 
the voters, and could not be passed 
by elected representatives. He 
thought Council should do its best 
to demand a referendum. 

Those who were in favour of the 
Bill - “the Commonwealth", he add¬ 
ed - should recognise that it was up 
to them to give publicity to good as¬ 
pects that might exist in the Bill, 
and try to persuade die people to 
accept it. 

Later in the meeting he proposed 
a resolution that Council should ask 
again for a referendum, before the 
Bill was debated further in Parlia¬ 
ment. Some speakers felt such a 
request would fall, and simply lose 
valuable time, and the motion fail¬ 
ed to get adequate support from the 
meeting. 

Margaret Underwood said that the 
Bill was dangerous to Norfolk, and 
very little time remained before 
Parliament might pass it without 
the Island's consent. "Councillors 
should get going," she said, adding 
that in her view "the Councillors 
have sold us down the river." 

Peter Middleton proposed the first 
resolution of the evening, which ap¬ 
pears below. He described the Execu¬ 
tive Council government, as set up 
in the Bill, as "a star-chamber gov¬ 
ernment”, and said the Bill was 
”a travesty" of genuine self-govern¬ 
ment. 

George Plant supported Peter Mid- 
dleton's resolution, and said the Isl¬ 
and could do nothing until the Bill 
was halted to allow more public dis¬ 
cussion. He said there should be 
more public meetings, and that the 
whole subject of the Island's future 
form of government should be brought 
"out in the open”. 

Alan Payne proposed the second 
resolution of the evening, expressing 
the community's full support for the 
stand taken by the Pitcairn Society 
on January 8th. He said he was a 
mainlander who had lived on Norfolk 
for 13 years, and that his only inter¬ 
est was that justice be done. "In 
democratic countries, people have 
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the right to censure the government," 
he said. "This provides a measure 
of control oyer the bureaucracy. 

We will have no such right under the 
Bill." With few exceptions - mostly 
visitors to the Island, who were not 
entitled to vote - almost every hand 
in the hall went up in support of the 
resolution. 

Elva Yager said she thought it was 
"time to stop mucking around" and 
that the people ought to prevent the 
Bill being passed "even if we have 
to mutiny". 

Mera Martin said she thought the 
resolutions passed by the meeting 
should be sent not only to senior 
Australian Government men but al¬ 
so to "the U.N., and others - as 
many as we can". The Australian 
Parliament, she believed, would 
simply sweep the whole Norfolk situ¬ 
ation "under the mat”. 

Ray Spreag appealed to the meet¬ 
ing "not to write off the Council you 
elected," and introduced the one 
item of hot controversy in the meet¬ 
ing by referring to a "minor, racist 
people like the Pitcairners". 

Ken Nobbs interjected "I object 
to that!" He said that Norfolk was 
the homeland of the Pitcairners, 
by right of grant from the Queen. 

"Too many residents want a bob 
each way, " he said, adding that 
it would be a mark of who really 
cared about Norfolk if people were 
asked to make up their minds where 
they stood, and cut off their resi¬ 
dential status in mainland Australia 
if necessary. 

At the end of the meeting, Ray 
Spreag moved that there be a vote 
of confidence in the Council. From 
the mood of the meeting, it appear¬ 
ed that such a vote would have split 
the group - and a vote of no confi¬ 
dence in Council seemed a definite 
possibility. 

Ken Nobbs called a point of or¬ 
der, which was that the rules adopt¬ 
ed for the meeting prohibited dis¬ 
cussion of anything but the Bill. 
Chairman John Brown accepted the 
point of order, and adroitly suggest¬ 
ed that support for the Council 
might be shown simply by acclama¬ 
tion. 

There was a restrained round of 
applause for Council, and the meet¬ 
ing closed with thanks to the Pit¬ 
cairners* Society for having called 
it. 

The meeting resolved that the full 
text of the resolutions passed should 
be sent by cable to the Minister, to 
the head of the back-bench Parlia¬ 
mentary committee, and to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations Association. 


FULL TEXT OF TELEGRAMS SENT FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING TO MR ELLICOTT, 
THE BACK-BENCH PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, AND THE U.N. ASSOCIATION 


"At a Public Meeting held in 
the Rawson Hall, Norfolk Island 
last night I was appointed Chair¬ 
man and the following resolutions, 
among others, were passed. 

"Firstly, that this Public Meet¬ 
ing of Norfolk Islanders rejects the 
Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its pres¬ 
ent form on the grounds that; 

"(a) It does nothing to guarantee 
the implementation of their just 
desire for self government; 

"(b) It continues the status of Nor¬ 
folk Island as a non-self governing 
Territory of Australia; 

"(c) It provides for a type of cabi¬ 
net government which is not con¬ 
sistent with open government and 
incompatible with the idea of de¬ 
mocracy; 

"(d) It continues the form of gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island as advi¬ 
sory only, with real power in the 
hands of the Australian Government, 
its officials and representatives, 

"and it requests that the terms of 
this resolution be conveyed to the 
Minister, the Chairman of the Lib¬ 
eral Country Party Back Bench Com¬ 
mittee and the Secretary of the 
United Nations Association of Aust¬ 
ralia. 

"Secondly that this meeting op¬ 
poses the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in 
its present form and it supports the 
resolution adopted by the Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers 
as of 8th January 1979. 

"Thirdly that the contents of both 
motions be cabled to the Minister 
and the United Nations representat¬ 
ive in Sydney. 

"Each of the above motions were 
passed without dissent. A confirma¬ 
tory letter containing more detail 
will follow. 

"The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers resolved on Monday 
8th January 1979 that it opposes the | 


Norfolk Island Bill 1978 in its present 
form and asks the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment to amend the Bill so as to in¬ 
corporate the following changes 
which the Society considers to be 
essential: 

"1. That Norfolk Island should be 
recognised and formally reconfirm¬ 
ed as the homeland of the Pitcairn 
race, which it has been since 1856; 

• and that Australia should acknowledge 
i that It has no right to deprive persons 

i of Pitcairn descent of full freedom to 
i live in their homeland; and that any 
! restriction of this freedom should be 
made only by a representative body 
elected solely by the electors of the 
; island. 

• "2. That Norfolk Island’s existing 
j status as a separate and distinct 

: settlement in the British Common¬ 
wealth, which was established by 
the British Government in 1856, 
should be formally recognised and 
reconfirmed; and that Norfolk Island 
should not be dealt with as if it were 
an Australian Possession; and that 
the sea and seabed surrounding Nor¬ 
folk Island should be recognised as 
belonging to Norfolk Island, to the 
same distance and in the same man- 
’ ner as is generally though! right for 
inhabited islands elsewhere in the 
; world. 

! "3. That the people of Norfolk Isl- 
, and should be formally acknowledged 
| to possess the right to give consent, 
or withhold consent, on any constitu- 
I tion for the island and on any change 
, thereto. 

i "4. That Norfolk should be formally 
: acknowledged to have the sole right 
i to levy taxes and other imposts on 
! the island, and the sole right to de- 
i termine how such moneys raised on 
j the island shall be spent, through a 
! representative body elected solely 
; by the electors of the island. 

Signed John Brown Norfolk Island. " 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

{HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

ISLAND 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

hand¬ 


book: 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 

Come taste nice free samples 

Island map* open & closing times 


In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine. 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 


ELVA YAGER'S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN ENTRfE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS. PORK CHOPS. VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH, AND A CHOICE OF 
ISLAND DESSERTS. 

^FRIDAY NIG'HT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 
Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4.30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 





Proud s 


w<N*QM «5MNO imiw 


PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND ■ RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 




ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



SHOP AT 

ROUDS 




SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about* here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders” - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so die Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits” to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share In common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders” quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 


Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries, 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension” of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who Is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill; ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death”, and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 


2‘. FINANCES 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gsiol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early In 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port ‘S resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire., It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. He resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary. He formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer In Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S,I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow - 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint. He is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In view of the Whitlam govern¬ 
ment’s decision that Norfolk's form 
of administration was "outmoded 
and inappropriate" the Common¬ 
wealth arranged for' a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up in 1975. Its 
purpose was to advise on Norfolk's 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, and what the Island's future 
form of government might be. 

Most Norfolk witnesses said they 
thought the Island was faring rea¬ 
sonably well, and wanted only 
democratic government. The Nim- 
mo Report - the Report of the Roy¬ 
al Commission - was disdainful of 
the Island and said it should be 
tacked onto the Canberra elector¬ 
ate and made part of the Austral¬ 
ian governmental system. No 
referendum should be allowed on 
this, said the Report - the people 
of Norfolk were too confused to 


appreciate the issues Involved. 

The Island reacted with aston¬ 
ishment and anger. The Norfolk 
Council presented a detailed and 
closely-reasoned reply to Judge 
Nimmo's 74 recommendations. 

The Commonwealth Ignored the 
Island’s views, and ridiculed 
"solemn declarations" signed by 
about two-thirds of the electors 
saying that they wanted Norfolk 
to have its own laws, benefits and 
taxes rather than being integrated 
into the Commonwealth. 

Council’s appeal to the U.N. made 
it clear that Norfolk simply would not 
wear theNimmo recommendations. 

In Dec., 1977, a new Minister - 
R.J. Ellicott, Minister for Home 
Affairs - took responsibility for 
the Island. So far as Norfolk 
was concerned he was welcomed 
as a saviour, because in 1975, as 
a private Queen's Counsel, he 
had collaborated in a carefully- 
researched legal opinion which 
said that Norfolk was separate and 
distinct from Australia, and that 
Australia had an obligation to ad¬ 
minister Norfolk solely for the bene¬ 
fit of the territory and its lnhabi-, 
tants. 

As Minister in charge, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott suddenly announced a radical¬ 
ly different view. 'This is Austral¬ 
ia, " he told people on Norfolk. 

"You are Australians." 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - 
the Commonwealth's alternative 
to the Nimmo Report - was tabled 
in the Australian Parliament in No¬ 
vember, 1978. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had had several meetings with 
Mr. Ellicott about its form, but 
once the Bill was made public the 
people of Norfolk saw that it would 
let them govern little more than 
"roads, drains and noxious weeds", 
and objected to it. 

On February 7th, 1979, the Council 
voted 8-0 that the Bill was not accept¬ 
able because it did not grant a large 
enough measure of self-government, 
and invited more talks with Mr. Ellicott. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights On most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 



CAMERALINES 



Don’t make 
the mistake 
of taking the 
OM-1 and OM-2 




It's true, of course, 
that Olympus SLRs 
are some 35% 
smaller and lighter, 
than average 36mm 
single lens reflex cameras. 

But that’s only pert of the 
story. 

Because we not only designed 
them to be more compact — we 
designed them to be better. 

That meant backing them with a 
comprehensive system specially geared 
to the professional: some 30-odd 
compact lenses of incredible quality, 
from fisheye to 


that the com¬ 
bination of 
camera/motor 
veighs no more 
than the average 
camera alone 
(and it can deliver up to 
5 frames per second with 
normal mirror return). 


vincing details. 
THE OM-1: Still one 
of the lightest and most 
35mm 


shock thanks to a 
unique air damper 
shock absorbing 
system and ball 
bearing trains. It also 
features a viewfinder 
that's 30% bigger and 
about 70% brighter than 
the average, a silk-smooth 
film transport that requires 
almost no effort and a 
precise match-needle 
through-the-lens exposure control. 
THE OM-2: With every advanced feature 
of the OM-1 (and only 10 gms heavier), 
it includes the world's most advanced auto¬ 
matic exposure system. Incredibly rapid 
silicon cells LOOK BACK at a random 


Also, there are 12 Interchangeable focusing 
sores ns; close-up, micro- end astro-adapters; 
ftecordsta Back; auto-winder, and other ac¬ 
cessories In profusion, 


EMULSION ITSELFI This means the OM-2 
will actually change shutter speed should 
the light change during slower exposures - 


even down to 
a full 60 seconds. 

And it will operate 
AUTOMATICALLY 

up to 5 frames per second on motor drive, 
as well as control the Olympus auto-flash 
THROUGH THE LENS for unheard of flesh 
accuracy. Or\ Manual, it operates just like the 
OM-1. 

All of which might well make the OM-1 and 
OM-2 the most heavy-weight HghtweJgbta 
you'll ever clap your eyes on. And the most 


ever. 


12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 



OLYMPUS 


AGFA-GEVAERT 


Th ' Norfolk Island 

SUN MON TUE WED 

-- NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE __ 


February 27th, 1866; Governor Denison's full 
plan for re-settling the Pitcairners on Norfolk 
was sent off to the British Government. They 
were to have all the land on Norfolk, and to 
continue governing themselves. The Govern¬ 
ment gave full approval to die plan. 


March 5, 1829: John Adams, the last of the 
"Bounty" mutineers, died on Pitcairn. 

March 7, 1831: All the Pitcairners were re- 
moved from their island and re-settled in Ta¬ 
hiti. The move was a disaster, and they soon 
found their way back to Pitcairn. 
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■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

19 

■housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

20 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

G’dant's Din (G) 
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■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik). 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

25 

■Chtirch services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

26 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

27 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 
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■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 
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■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 

7 

■Museum open(Ml -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■Norfolk Island 

Council meets 
(A-2pm) 

11 

■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

12 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

13 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

14 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 




CALENDAR 


THUR FRI 


15 February 

■ Housie (LC) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


16 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


22 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


23 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

17 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


24 

■ SDA service 

■ housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 



LOCATIONS 


1 March 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.C0) 


8 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


15 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.0C) 


2 

• Housie (RSL8pm) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.0C) 


9 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


16 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

■ SDA service 
•housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. GO) 


10 

■SDA service 
■housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■SDA service 
■House (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
Bh -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
OF -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners hall 
RH -Rawson hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
W -Valley View Rest’r’t 
VC -Youth Centre 



AGFA o S n NORFO B LK T ARE CAMERALINES 


AGFA-GEVAERT 




The Minolta Hi-matic G : 
a point and shoot camera. 

This is a camera that does all the work 
for you. It is a light, compact, rangefinder 
type, fitted with an electric eye that meas¬ 
ures the available light through a CdS cell 
and sets the exposure for you. 

Despite its compact size, it delivers full- 
frame 35mm transparencies or negatives. 

It has a simple to use flash system, with 
both hot shoe and cord contact. 

The Rokkor 38mm/2.8 lens gives edge-to 
edge sharpness. Very few cameras of this 
type give such consistent and balanced 
results. It is a great beginner’s camera, since 
under and over exposure warning marks are 
dearly visible in the excellent viewfinder. 

Because you don’t need ancillary lenses 
or other gear, it’s perfect for travelling. 


Above : Minolta paD their XD-7 
the first Tail-safe’ camera. 

Until now, advanced electronic cameras 
have offered aperture or shutter priority. 

Never both. 

Minolta’s new XD-7 offers less chance of 
error than ever before, along with easier 
handling and versatility of operation. 

You can use it in any of three ways : 

Set it to automatic shutter priority and 
the circuits win set the lens for the aperture 
needed. Control is completely electronic 
for the first time ever. 

Set it to automatic aperture priority, and 
the computer will vary the shutter speed to 
get proper exposure.. Either way, you’ll see 
what’s happening in the viewfinder. Though 
you're reading at full aperture, the camera 
will complete a ‘stopped down’ reading and 
correct your speed or/stop to produce a 
correct exposure as you squeeze the ‘go’ 
button. The third way is to set everything 
manually .You’ve got an unbelievably bright 
viewing screen, fast Rokkor lens, multiple 
exposure capability and quiet operation. 

You can add the smallest and lightest 
SLR motor drive ever made, the Minolta 
Auto Winder D. (Shoot every half second.) 
And the Electroflash 20QX, complete with 
wide angle diffuser. See the XG-2 camera, 
too. Just as compact; not as sophisticated. 


At right ; a unique camera. 

The Minolta 110 zoom ; 
still the only one of its kind. 

This is the world’s first single lens 
reflex with the convenience of a pocket 
camera. All you have to do is drop in a 110 
cartridge; focus and shoot. 

The razor sharp Rokkor lens has a built-in 
zoom, so you can choose wide angle or tele¬ 
photo shots of your subject without moving 
from where you stand. It also has extreme 
dose-up (macro) capability. 

When you put the viewfinder to your eye, 
signals tell you whether the shot you want 
is possible. If not, you simply change setting 
until the camera signals ‘OK’. 

Shutter speeds are from 10 seconds to one 
thousandth of a second, all automatic, but 
you can over-ride them manually if you like. 

It comes with its own soft pouch and a 
handy collapsible lens hood. Fit 
a flash to the hot shoe 

as well. /j ; «> '• 



Below : the Minolta 470, one of 
the smallest pocket models yet. 

The programmed electronic shutter oper¬ 
ates at speeds from 2 to 1/1000 of a second 
and provides perfect exposures automatical¬ 
ly under an unusually wide range of lighting 
conditions, due in part to the camera’s 
ability to accept high speed ASA 400 film. 

Focusing is provided by a continuous 

slide control and a built-in 
dose-up lens, good 
down to 50 cm. Lens 

• a Rokkor 26mm 

|r^" 1 AS (optical glass). 

1 The Pocketfksh 110 

I was developed for 

‘ use with the Minolta 470. 


Minolta 


CAM ERA LINES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 





HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TEL£PHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.76, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm-, Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5(i a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 
A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun-, Bums Philp (Middlegate store* 
8.30am-8.3Qpm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z ;Burnt Pine offic. 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.3Qarn-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8,30am-l.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tic 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 





NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 1AM EVERY DAY BUT Sufa 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 1.30, 8. 00, 12. 30. 1. 00. 2. 00. 2. 30. 3. 00. 3. 30. 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12.00, 1.05 


MONDAY 
9.16 Clitheroe Kid 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 1978 The Year 
That Was 

12.05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.05 Children's story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(jazz programme) 

8. 00 Joyce Grenfell 

9. 00 Feature album 

10.30 Close 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from shows 
and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 

hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30' Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 

10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

§.15 Joyce Grenfell 
10.05 Down memory lane 
, .10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.15 Book reviews 
-1". 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
(comedy, drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 
§.15 Medical File 
10.05 Mandala 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Requests 


12.05 World affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30Ron Glum 
7. 00 (On day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dad's Army 
10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.00 Janelle 

7.00 Fine Music all around 

SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly pop 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe& Sqn 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. - 1 . 
(Saturday sports) 

7. 05 A1 Reid classics 

8. 00 Men of the Sea 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9. 45 Light music from 

Holland 

10.30 Wilfred Thomas show 
11; 00 Close 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 
7. 00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


10.30 Aust. & local news 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documehts 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

lj Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 



me 


i YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
‘FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 


•VELY DINING ROOM 
PfENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


mce 


•V'SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul- 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 


Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's ; "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under \ mainland price.'' 

■ 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Camerallnes; "We have just two Yash- 
ica FX-1 kits marked down about 30^ 
from our normal price, included are 
the FX-l SLR with 50mm fl. 7 lens 
and case, a wide-angle lens, tele¬ 
photo lens, flash & gadget bag - $399." 


The Trading Post; “We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian &. NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


aBC + ABC + ABC + ABC + *BC*ABC->ABC + aBC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC 

U. B.c. HOBBY CENTRE ? 

+ > 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) « 






I i 

i«^ ^8 

ft BC + A BC + aBC + ABC + aBC + A BC + A BC + ABC + ABU + ABct/iout/i dv 

Copies of “The Charter ol May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRAUAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 500. 






TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



<»%r^ 




PAPERBACK BOOKS.. , 
GREETING CARD$ ' 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at tha 

TRADING 

POST 


© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEA SURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 




Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS; Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSP1TAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
®HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


POINT ROSS SLAUGHTER BA Y 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

™ E TkAlMHC M1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9 pmX da J» 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-'n-serve' items 
...soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream...imported cheeses...lollipops...magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements...olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




HISTORIC MEETING OF COUNCIL - NORFOLK’S ONLY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES EXPLAIN 


WHY THE N. 

NORFOLK SHOULD be self-govern¬ 
ing, in free association with Aust¬ 
ralia - that was the unanimous 
position taken at a momentous Nor¬ 
folk Island Council meeting on 
February 7th. 

All eight Councillors strongly 
supported a resolution informing 
the Minister that the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 does not provide a sufficient 
measure of self-government, and ask¬ 
ing that discussions with the Minister 
be continued to work out an accept¬ 
able form of self-government in as¬ 
sociation with Australia. 

In clear, often lengthy state¬ 
ments each Councillor put his in¬ 
dividual views on the Island's pres¬ 
ent situation, the shortcomings of 
the Government’s Bill, and specific j 
provisions that would be necessary j 
to establish an acceptable form of | 
government for the Island. 

All were in agreement that a | 

workable plan of self-government 
would take some time to be perfect¬ 
ed, and several Councillors made 
the point that legislative and execu¬ 
tive powers might be transferred 
progressively, over a period of as 
long as five years. 

But they wanted the end result 
agreed on in advance, with a time¬ 
table for the profession. They 
were unwilling to accept the part¬ 
way measures proposed In the Bill, 
with no assured plan for develop- j 

ment to full self-government. 

"We would be foolish to accept 
a very small part of self-govern- I 

ment such as the Bill contains, " 
said Councillor Greg Quintal. "We i 
should stick where we are, with 
the very bad kind of government j 

we have at present, and wait until 
we finally get real self-government." 

Here are transdttpts of the major | 
sections of the Councillors' state- i 
ments, which established their for- j 
mal position. 

THE MOTION 


* that Council respectfully 
informs the Minister that the Norfolk 
Island Bill does not ensure a sufficient 
measure of self-government for die 
people of Norfolk Island, and is not 
acceptable to this Council. 

"This Council therefore seeks the 
continued assistance of the Minister 
in developing Ncrfolk Island towards 
self-government in association-with 
Australia, and asks for further dis¬ 
cussions with the Minister.” 


I. BILL IS UNACCEPTABLE 


COUNCILLOR DAVID BUFFETT; 

"THE ISLAND COMMUNITY WISH¬ 
ES TO GAIN SELF-GOVERNMENT - 
NOT INDEPENDENCE, AND NOT 
INTEGRATION INTO AUSTRALIA" 

"The Bill does not provide for full 
democratic self-government in Nor¬ 
folk Island, although, to be fair, the 
complete spectrum of self-govern¬ 
ment was not expected in the first in¬ 
stance. 

"There is, however, no provision 
or statement which defines areas of 
responsibility to be finally achieved. 

"The three tiers of veto worry many 
people,' e. g. the authority of the Ad¬ 
ministrator on retained matters; veto 
of the Minister; and provision for the 
Governor-General to disallow any law 
within six months of it being made. 

"The authority of only the Ad¬ 
ministrator to call a meeting of the 
Executive Council is seen as over¬ 
powering. Such meetings should al¬ 
so be able to be called by the Ad¬ 
ministrator if requested by a speci¬ 
fied number of Executive Council¬ 
lors. 

"Many Island persons object to 
the waters around Norfolk Island to 
being outside the conaol of the Isl¬ 
and authority. Fishing, and other 
water activities, are traditional 
and appropriate to mandatory Island 
influence. 

"The Australian Government has 
overriding powers on money matters. 
Supply can be forced over the author¬ 
ity of the Legislative Assembly. 

"...I referred earlier, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, to the fact that discussion in 
the community has been taking place 
on the Norfolk Island Bill during the 
last three months, and opinion has 
formed. 

"I have endeavoured to gain the 
benefit of opinion from the com¬ 
munity. I'm sure my fellow-Coun¬ 
cillors have done likewise. 

"I therefore now say that the 
following has been made clear to 
me, as an opinion of the majority. 

"Firstly some basics. The Island 
community wishes to gain self- 
government - not independence and 
not integration into Australia. 

"The Island wishes to have a con¬ 
tinuing association with Australia. 

"There is a preparedness tc 
achieve self-government by stages. 

"In a nutshell, people have con¬ 
firmed they still do want self-gov¬ 
ernment and are happy to have it 


progressively. 

"As I’ve said earlier, the Bill does 
provide a measure of self-govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk Island and a system 
by which there can be a smooth 
: transfer of additional legislative 
| and executive authority. These pro- 
! visions accord with the Minister's 
statement of 8th May, 1978. 

"It has been clearly said to me, 
however, that the Bill is deficient 
and that it does not provide a satis¬ 
factory level of local responsibil¬ 
ity at the point of commencement, 
and does not provide a clear pro¬ 
gram torachieve the final goal of 
self-government. 

"Let me clearly state that it is 
not my intention to repeat the per¬ 
formance of 1960 when the con¬ 
cept of self-government was over¬ 
all rejected, for whatever reason, 
thereby imposing an unsatisfactory 
method of government for a fur¬ 
ther period of some 18 years before 
again having opportunity to remedy 
the situation. 

"It's quite clear that this nettle 
of self-government for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and must be grasped now, and the 
difficulties in all aspects worked up¬ 
on and overcome. This has not been 
achieved yet.” 


j COUNCILLOR LISLE SNELL; 

! WEALTH CONTROL MONEY WE 
; RAISE OURSELVES ON THE 
: ISLAND?" 


"Firstly, why is Norfolk Island 
i classed as a Territory of the Com- 
: monwealth and not as it is at pres- 
| ent in the Norfolk Island Act 1957/68, 

! and that Norfolk Island be accepted 
| by the Commonwealth as a Territory 
| under the authority of the Coramon- 
! wealth. Why the change in wording 
j if for no specific reason, then, it is 
; asked why should it not remain as is... 

i "Why have the powers of social wel- 
| fare, which Norfolk Island has always 
had a voice in, been taken away? I 
tried to explain some of die reasons 
put to us in the closed session of 
Council but was counteracted with 
the question 'Don't they trust us any 
more?' 

" Why Is land control so reserved 
when the Governor-General has un¬ 
reserved power over veto of all mat¬ 
ters anyway? 

"Does the Australian Government 
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think so little of the future Assembly 
that they cannot be trusted to continue 
the present policy with regard to 
health and education, therefore must 
hold on to these matters? 

"In the Bill it is possible for Aust¬ 
ralia to levy taxes on Norfolk, under 
certain conditions. This seems to 
be taxation without representation, 
and my understanding is that this is 
not regarded as proper and has not 
been in British countries for 100 or 
200 years. It is generally wondered 
why the Commonwealth feels that 
this sort of arrangement is necessary. 

"It is also wondered why the Assem¬ 
bly will not be able to make its own 
decisions on spending any money that 
is raised by taxes here on Norfolk. 

I can see that if the Commonwealth 
wants to spend its own money here, 
that is none of our business. Why 
should the Commonwealth control 
money we raise ourselves on the 
Island? 

"The Bill, in Schedule 1, says 
that Norfolk Island is defined as be¬ 
ing only the Island and the rocks 
here. It is hard to understand the 
Commonwealth's thinking on why 
Norfolk should not include the sur¬ 
rounding ocean. 

"At the time of the Royal Com¬ 
mission, the question of historical 
rights of the Pitcairn descendants 
was placed second on the list of mat¬ 
ters to be taken into consideration. 

It seems that-Sir John Nimmo did 
not satisfy people with his findings 
on this point, and there has been 
considerable criticism of this since. 

In March or so last year, Mr. Elli- 
cott said this was just digging up 
the past, but I think it is very im¬ 
portant to the people of Norfolk to 
know whether the Government ac¬ 
cepts Sir John's findings on the Pit¬ 
cairners’ rights or whether the sub¬ 
ject shouldn't be looked at again 
in the light of documents and re¬ 
search that has appeared since his 
report... 

"This Bill gives no indication, or 
gives no recognition, that Norfolk 
Island is the homeland of the Pit¬ 
cairn people who migrated in 1856. 

"Why should the Norfolk Islander 
be placed in the same category as 
any other race of people who hap¬ 
pen to be living on Norfolk Island 
at this time or wishes to be in the 
future? 

"Can complete faith and protec¬ 
tion be placed in the Immigration 
Ordinance to guarantee the above? 

"Why is it necessary that we be 
re-classified as Australians against 
our wishes? 

"The Minister has said we must 
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have trust and confidence in one 
another, but Governments change. 
Ministers come and go, but Norfolk 
Islanders will be here forever. 

"The Norfolk Islander has for 
centuries lived off the land and 
from the sea. It is stressed that 
we now no longer control our land 
to the extent that we were promised 
in 1856, and what eventuated has 
been a subject of contention ever 
since. *' 


COUNCILLOR GREG QUINTAL; 

"I HAVE NOT COME ACROSS A 
SINGLE PERSON WHO IS IN FAVOUR 
OF THE BILL" 


Cr. Quintal ; "Mr. Chairman, in sup- 
port of tfae motion moved by Cr. Blu- 
cher, as we are all aware, the vast 
majority of the electors are not in 
favour of the Bill, and, indeed, 1 
have not come across a single person 
who is in favour of the Bill in its 
present form. 

"There probably are some that are 
in favour but I have not come across 
them as yet. 

"Council is aware that the Minister 
will be disappointed that the lengthy 
discussions held in 1978 did not lead 
to a Bill that was acceptable to the 
people and also to the Minister or the 
Australian Government. 

”1 for one will not accept the Bill 
in its present form. 

”1 am hopeful that the Minister 
will allow Council to re-negotiate 
for a form of government suitable 
to our electors. If he refuses to do 
this, in my opinion, we are far bet¬ 
ter off to continue in an advisory 
Council body and keep on working 
i to get real self-government some 
! time in the near future, 

J "The people deserve self-govem- 
\ ment, and have been fighting to 
i get it back ever since my grand¬ 
father's time. 

"We would be foolish to accept 
a very small part of self-government 
such as the Bill contains. We 
should stick where we are, with the 
very bad kind of government we 
have at present,and wait until we 
finally get real self-government. 

"It is my honest belief that the 
Minister will agree to negotiate 
with the Council. In 1978, the 
Minister said that die Government's 
objective was to provide for the de¬ 
velopment of a responsible form of 
self-government for Norfolk Island. 

I do not know - nor does anyone 
else - what the Minister's reaction 
will be, but the Bill does not give 
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us a responsible form of government. 

"The United Nations Association 
of Australia has offered to conduct 
a poll of a Voluntary Act of Self- 
Determination. We are grateful 
for their offer but I do not consider 
that this is necessary at this stage, 
as the Minister will - or already 
knows - that the vast majority of 
the electors is definitely against 
the Bill in its present form. 

"I’m looking forward to having 
discussions with the Minister for 
a suitable form of government." 


COUNCILLOR DUNCAN McINTYRE; 

"AFTER A TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 
THERE SHOULD NO LONGER BE ANY 
RETAINED POWERS OTHER THAN 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE" 


"...Our clear goal is self-gov¬ 
ernment in association with Aust¬ 
ralia. Ultimately that means that 
all matters will become the direct 
concern of the Assembly, except 
Foreign Affairs and Defence, and 
the only Australian laws which will 
extend here are those to which the 
people consent. 

"The Bill has been criticised for 
containing insufficient assurances 
that this is the direction in which 
Norfolk will be allowed to travel. 
The present such assurances as there 
are, and they do not go as far as 
I've indicated they should, are 
found in Government policy state¬ 
ments. The manner in which 
they’re reflected in the Bill per¬ 
mits their implementation in many 
cases but by no means assures it. 

”1 do not doubt the good faith 
of the present Minister, and I ap¬ 
preciate the work which has 
brought us this far, but people 
here remember vividly the unsatis¬ 
factory - and sometimes wholly 
oppressive attitude - towards the 
Island which previous Ministers 
have entertained in this decade. 

"They wish to be protected by 
clear words against the things that 
can go wrong when the present 
Minister is no longer there. 

"T\iey seek the surest possible 
defences against integration and 
the clearest recognition of Nor¬ 
folk’s status. 

"On consideration of all the mat¬ 
ters that have been put to me, and 
of all the discussions that we have 
had on the Bill, I believe that de¬ 
sirable amendments to the Bill in¬ 
clude the following: 

"In Section 4, the definition of 
the Island should be amended to 
clarify the complete right of the 
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Island to its surrounding territorial 
waters and seabed and not just 
fisheries. 

"Secondly, the word ’Adminis¬ 
trator’ should be changed to 'Com¬ 
missioner' throughout. The role 
of Commissioner is well understood 
in the Pacific community, and it 
appears to me that the word ’Ad¬ 
ministrator' is unacceptable to the 
people here. 

"In Section 5 the expression 
'Territory of the Commonwealth' 
should be replaced by‘the tradition¬ 
al expression 'Territory under the 
authority of the Commonwealth’, 
to make it clear that Australia is 
our guardian and not our owner. 

"Section 18 must be re-examined 
to ensure that proposed Australian 
laws come to the Assembly's no¬ 
tice for comment before they're 
extended to Norfolk Island. I 
observe that all the good intentions 
and streamlined Public Service pro¬ 
cedures still failed to draw the Fish¬ 
eries Amendment Act 1978 to our 
attention until this January - some 
five months after it was passed. 

"Section 18 should also be re¬ 
examined with the view to allow¬ 
ing the Island, in the future, to 
have final say as to what Austral¬ 
ian Acts apply. It is Innate in the 
rights of the people ultimately to 
choose all the laws they live by. 

"In Section 19, I see no reason 
why it should.be beyond the powers 
of the Assembly to consider the 
issue of coins. 

"In Section 23, I'm well aware 
of criticism, by people whose opin¬ 
ion 1 respect, that this Section pro¬ 
vides an unnecessary level of con¬ 
trol of the Island. The powers of 
veto over Schedule 3 matters, the 
powers to make ordinances respect¬ 
ing retained matters, and the pow¬ 
er in the Parliament to amend the 
Act, together should give sufficient 
authority to Australia’s views. The 
further blanket veto, provided in 
Section 23, does not seem necess¬ 
ary. 

"Section 27 allows the Austral¬ 
ian Government to pass ordinances 
to raise revenue for the fulfilling 
of its retained responsibilities. 

This may be justified at the begin¬ 
ning, but, after a transitional per¬ 
iod, there should no longer be the 
power to impose taxation without 
representation, and there should no 
longer be any retained powers other 
than Foreign Affairs and Defence... 

"In the Schedules, welfare must 
be an Assembly power under Sche¬ 
dule 2 from the beginning. A re¬ 
servation of this power to the Com- 
monwealth is a reservation of the 


option to bring in Australian wel¬ 
fare laws at a future time, in the 
manner of Nimmo. Moreover, it 
cannot be the case that anyone in 
Australia could be better qualified 
than the Assembly to determine the 
Island's welfare requirements and 
to meet them. Thirdly, the size 
of this item in the Island's budget 
makes it imperative that.lt be un¬ 
der local control. 

"Health, because of its import¬ 
ance and its impact on the budget, 
should also be one of the Assembly’s 
powers from the outset. 

"Other original powers should in¬ 
clude the environment, the Island's 
heritage and mining, and more de¬ 
cisive powers over land policy. 
There should be no restriction on 
the powers of the Assembly and the 
people to take any question to refer¬ 
endum. 

"For the future, the Island should 
look forward to direct responsibility 
for its communications in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, including air 
traffic, shipping and the O. T. C. ” 


COUNCILLOR BRUCE MacKENZIE: 

"TO GIVE AWAY NORFOLK'S 
SEPARATE STATUS -- THE PRICE 
IS TOO HIGH" 


Cr. Mackenzie : "... When we as 
a Council sat down with the Minis¬ 
ter and his assistants last year, it 
was to discuss the details of self- 
government which had been an¬ 
nounced May last. The discussions 
were held in private, as suggested 
by the Minister, for various; reasons. 

"The Bill which has now been 
presented to the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment is actually the third draft. 

We considered two drafts in private 
discussions. 

"We sought a number of changes. 
Some were made, but the Minister 
dealt with other queries by giving 
us assurances that such-and-such only 
was intended. The full force of 
certain provisions in the draft would 
not be used against us and have 
been put there for reserve power 
for cases of extreme emergency. 

"The public have not had the bene¬ 
fit of reading the Minister's state¬ 
ment of intent and policy which, I 
believe, are a necessary part of a 
reading of the published draft. I 
think the Minister's statement made 
during our discussions should be pub¬ 
lished, and, now that a motion of 
this nature has been passed, I hope 
they will be coming forward. 

"However, the Minister's assur- 
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ances and policy statements made 
In our meetings with him will hard¬ 
ly be binding upon his successors, 
and I suppose, in a legal sense, will 
not be binding even on Mr. Ellicott. 
Only those things which become the 
law will be binding and even those 
things will be open to interpretation. 

“The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 
gives the proposed Legislative Assem¬ 
bly a wide range of powers on Local 
Government matters, but its provi¬ 
sions enable the Australian Govern¬ 
ment to overrule the Assembly If it 
wants to. The Government can 
even take away the Assembly's pow¬ 
ers if it wants to. Some powers 
have been extended but are subject 
to veto; other powers remain the 
sole domain of the Government. 

"Finance and revenue are shared 
between the Assembly and the Gov¬ 
ernment in effect, but the Govern¬ 
ment retains sufficient power so 
that even the Assembly's ability to 
even legislate in a real way on a 
matter that is its sole responsibility 
could be affected. 

"In acknowledging this the Minis¬ 
ter stated that mutual trust and co¬ 
operation was required to make the 
proposal work. 

"The Minister placed great em¬ 
phasis on a consensus -a coming to 
aj^eement between the parties - 
but consensus can only work between 
parties that are equal. If one party 
is subordinate to the other, the re¬ 
sulting decisions will seldom be a 
consensus - one party will simply 
be telling the other party what to 
do. 

"After local government was re¬ 
jected in the early 1960s, an ad¬ 
visory Council of the present type 
was set up - Cr. Buffett and Cr. 
Quintal may disagree here but 1 
think I'm right in what I'm saying. 
There was a clear agreement made 
with the Administrator of the day 
that the Council's advice would be 
accepted on Norfolk Island matters, 
except when they conflicted with 
Australian national policy. This 
was not written into law. It was, 
in fact, a consensus arrangement, 
although I don't think that word 
was used at the time. 

"This seemed to operate quite 
well for a while, then a later Ad¬ 
ministrator came into conflict with 
the Council over, as it happened, 
a matter which was purely a local 
one. I think it was an extension of 
the Rawson Hall - anyway, it was 
around that time. 

"The Administrator got his. own 
way on that matter and when it 
was pointed out to him that the 


consensus arrangement had been 
broken, he pointed to the law and 
asked to be shown where he acted 
contrary to it. Of course, he was 
correct from a legal viewpoint. 

The consensus arrangement was not 
law. He had not broken the law, 
but we learned that promises of one 
Administrator would not necessarily 
be kept by another. 

"The Administrator's action be¬ 
came a precedent and horn that 
time the consensus arrangement, to 
me, was dead. 

"Coming back to the 1978 Bill, it 
seems that in not stating a clear in¬ 
tention to provide for self-govern¬ 
ment, in not recognizing Norfolk 
Island's separate status in its pre¬ 
amble, acceptance of this Bill in 
its present form by this Council and 
the people would amount to accept¬ 
ance of complete integration in 
principle. 

"That principle, once established, 
would make it far simpler for a fu¬ 
ture Australian Administration to ab¬ 
sorb Norfolk Island completely into 
its system of laws and control. 

"If die price of receiving of pow¬ 
ers to make laws which can be over¬ 
ruled on a range of local matters 
1$ to give away Norfolk Island's 
separate status, then, to me, the 
price is too high. 

"I support the motion. " 


COUNCILLOR GEOFF BENNETT; 

"THE BILL PRETENDS THAT NOR¬ 
FOLK ISLAND IS PART OF METRO¬ 
POLITAN AUSTRALIA" 


"The Bill makes no provision for 
its ratification by an appropriate act 
of self-determination on the part of 
the people of the Island. This is 
recognized as a key fundamental 
issue and the issue that led the 8 th 
Norfolk Island Council to the most 
extreme action taken when it appeal¬ 
ed to the United Nations in 1977. 

It is a fundamental right and cannot 
be cast aside. 

"The Bill pretends that Norfolk 
Island is part of metropolitan Aust¬ 
ralia. The fact that Norfolk Island 
is clearly a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory has been overlooked. Since 
30th March, 1914 we have been known 
as 'Norfolk Island - a Territory under 
the authority of the Commonwealth', 
but this has been changed to the 
'Territory of Norfolk Island - a Terri¬ 
tory of the Commonwealth'. 

"The Bill gives more wel^it, in 
my opinion, to protecting the inter¬ 
ests of Australia than protecting the 
interests of the people of Norfolk 


Island. This is illustrated by the 
overly paternalistic attitude express¬ 
ed in the Bill - the taking away of 
the sea and seabed, the failure of 
allowing the Island in any way to 
be a separate identity. 

"The Bill contains no provision 
for protection against the repeal, 
or other forms of legislative degra¬ 
dation of the proposed new status 
of the Island by a future Govern¬ 
ment. 

"The Bill does not allow the Isl¬ 
and the power to raise and expend 
its revenue. The Bill provides for 
the control of revenue to remain 
firmly in the hands of the Adminis¬ 
trator and the Minister. That pro¬ 
vision is seen as paternalistic dis¬ 
trust of the ability of die Island's 
elected leaders to be sufficiently 
responsible. The control of reven¬ 
ue is the very basis of government 
and, therefore, must rest with the 
locally-elected authority. 

"There is no provision in the Bill 
for the people of Norfolk Island to 
play an active role in the develop¬ 
ment of the South Pacific through 
direct representation on such region¬ 
al forums as the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission or Conference. The Island 
has an unequivocal right as an ident¬ 
ity in the South Pacific region, and 
this right and path to the S. P. C. has 
been firmly blocked by the Austral¬ 
ian Government. 

"There is no clear intention that 
the ultimate goal is full internal 
self-government. The term'self- 
government' , used freely by the 
Minister.early last year, now seems 
to have vanished. Instead we hear 
and read such terms as 'becoming 
increasingly involved in their own 
affairs’ - 'run its own affairs to the 
greatest practicable extent' - taan- 
aging its own affairs'. This is dis¬ 
turbing, raising questions of possible 
change in attitude, and therefore I 
would expect a clear statement of 
the Government’s intentions to con¬ 
firm the Government's genuineness. 

"The Bill has taken away any 
rights we claim to have had to the 
200-mile economic zone by defin¬ 
ing Norfolk Island as dry land only. 
We were told by the Minister to 
assume that Norfolk Island will have 
such territorial sea attached to it, 
as is from time to time attached 
according to international law. 

It is most disturbing to learn that 
in recent legislation - assented to in 
August but not shown to Council 
till December - had swallowed up 
the sea surrounding Norfolk Island. 

"The Bill disregards the rights 
of the Pitcairn race and their heri- 
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tage. 

"There are a number of specific 
things about, the Bill, other than 
those significant shortcomings I 
have already covered. 

"The term ’Administrator* is 
not appropriate in the context of 
self-government and should be 
replaced with the term ’Commis¬ 
sioner*. 

"The powers of the Common¬ 
wealth Government to intervene 
and impose laws, even without 
their reference to the Legislative 
Assembly, is inconsistent with the 
concept of self-government. 

"The Westminster-type govern¬ 
ment contained in the Bill, to my 
way of thinking, is too complex 
for this tiny Island and should be 
replaced with a more appropriate 
system.” 


COUNCILLOR BRYAN NUNN; 

"DO THEY SERIOUSLY THINK SO 
LITTLE OF THIS COMMUNITY?" 


Cr. Nunn: ..The display of dis¬ 

trust inherent in the Bill as to our 
ability to manage our own inter¬ 
nal affairs is very apparent. 

"Surely, true internal self-gov¬ 
ernment should assume that all 
matters of the internal government 
of the Island should be the consi¬ 
deration of the Island's elected 
representatives save those it is 
agreed should remain with the 
Commonwealth, 

’Therefore it is important that 
any powers stated in the Schedules 


to be remaining powers over which 
the Australian Government will 
maintain control, whether or not 
it is envisaged they will eventually 
pass to Norfolk Island, should have 
some date included in the Schedules 
as to when this will happen, or 
state that they shall remain for the 
foreseeable future the responsibil¬ 
ity of the Australian Government. 

'For preference, I would want the 
Schedules to start by stating the 
powers which the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment feel they should retain 
either temporarily or permanently, 
on the assumption that all other 
powers will be is the hands of the 
Island either now or at a shown 
given date, rather than the present 
reverse of that situation in which 
certain powers are accorded to the 
Island and by implication any pow¬ 
ers not mentioned will remain with 
the Australian Government. 

I am most unhappy wlih the Sche¬ 
dules as they stand in the Bill and 
the powers over which it is assumed 
we are not competent to have author¬ 
ity. Do they not think we are better 
able to judge and are more conscious 
of our responsibilies to those who, by 
whatever reason, find themselves in 
a situation of need?- Do they serious¬ 
ly think so little of this community, 
with all the ethical and moral back¬ 
ground of the Pitcairn lineage, that 
we would be so unfeeling and im¬ 
moral as to ignore this for the pur¬ 
pose of self-gain? 

'Do we not know better than some 
civil servant in Canberra how we 
can organize our land usage to en¬ 
sure that Norfolk Island remains un¬ 
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prostituted, for the sake of personal 
gain, and a place where, for both 
the Islander or mainlander, re¬ 
mains a place where the basic and 
fundamental-values of not just earn¬ 
ing a living but also living a worth¬ 
while life, shall remain paramount? 

"Do they not think we care for our 
sick? - or our young people? - that 
they must have the ultimate say up¬ 
on what is for the benefit of these 
people of our Island? 

"Tell me one civil servant in 
Canberra who is better able to judge 
our responsibilities than we oursel¬ 
ves on Norfolk Island? 

"Do they think the members of 
Council are so oriented to personal 
gain that we’re not capable of hav¬ 
ing complete control over what it 
would cost us to meet up to our 
obligations and that we are so self- 
centred as to be unwilling to face 
up financially to these obligations 
in the varying means at our dispo¬ 
sal? 

"How can one accept a situation 
where the Australian Government 
tells us what are our obligations, 
in all their remote wisdom, and 
then asks us to accept the costs of • 
their decisions? 

“I would ask only that every per¬ 
son on Norfolk Island tries, by what¬ 
ever means, and don't be led sole¬ 
ly by any faction or political inter¬ 
est, to understand what they believe 
to be In the true interests of Norfolk 
Island and its people for the future. 
Then, ultimately, let us see how 
best the will of the majority can 
be met by our being a truly self- 
governing territory, linked in trust 
and friendship with the Common¬ 
wealth of Australia. 

"I unreservedly support the mo¬ 
tion, Mr. Chairman." 


COUNCILLOR BILL BLUCHER; 

"THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE ON 
NORFOLK ISLAND WANT SELF- 
GOVERNMENT IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH AUSTRALIA..,IF THE MIN¬ 
ISTER OR THE CABINET IS NOT 
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE ACCUR¬ 
ACY OF WHAT 1 AM SAYING, IT’S 
QUITE SIMPLE FOR THEM TO CALL 
A REFERENDUM AND FIND OUT" 


"I know the Norfolk Island form 
of administration has been unsatis¬ 
factory for a long time. It’s been 
unsatisfactory to the people; it's 
been unsatisfactory to the Adminis- 
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tratort; it’s been unsatisfactory to 
the Commonwealth. 

"Ten months ago the AustraUan 
Cabinet made certain decisions 
about Norfolk and these were an¬ 
nounced by the Minister here in 
this room on May 8th last year, 
and he said it was the Government's 
objective to provide for the devel¬ 
opment of responsible form for 
self-government for Norfolk Island. 
He said there was scope for further 
consultation with the people of the 
Island and with Council. 

"In between May and October, 
Council did have those meetings 
with the Minister to work out the 
many details of the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978. These meetings were 
cordial and they were very co-op¬ 
erative, and I believe both sides 
did their best to produce a good 
result. 

"I'll endeavour to form an 
opinion of how and why we reach¬ 
ed that result. It is important to 
recall that both Council and the 
Minister were working within the 
framework of a decision that had 
already been made by Cabinet. 

We did not discuss the full range 
of possibilities open to Norfolk 
Island because, I believe, the 
Cabinet decisions limited the 
Minister and the Council to a 
very narrow list of subjects. 

"The Norfolk Island Bill was 
introduced in Parliament on No¬ 
vember 23rd and has been avail¬ 
able to be studied and discussed 
here on the Island for over two 
months. Many people found it 
difficult to read and understand 
but there has been a considerable, 
amount of material written, to ex¬ 
plain the Bill, from the Minister; 
from this Council; and from the press, 
both in letters and articles. There 
has been one public meeting, and 
a great many private discussions. 

It's fair to say that all residents 
were encouraged to consider the 
Bill with an open mind. 

"At this stage, 1 think public opin¬ 
ion has become quite clear. I think 
that beyond any reasonable doubt 
the Norfolk Island Bill proposes a 
form of government which is not ac¬ 
ceptable to the majority of the elec¬ 
tors on this Island. 

"I'm sure there will be disappoint¬ 
ment to the Minister to know the 
Bill has not been accepted by the 
majority. Council is also very dis¬ 
appointed that our many months of 
work did not lead to acceptable re¬ 
sults, but there it is. 

"I believe that it was probably 
on the cards from the beginning 


that we would not be able to reach 
an acceptable result. I do not think 
it was the Minister's fault or Coun¬ 
cil's fault. I believe it was the 
fault of the Cabinet decisions that 
had already been made. The Cabi¬ 
net had a good intention which 
the Minister told us was to provide 
for the development of a respons¬ 
ible self-government here. That 
is exactly what we all want. Self- 
government of a kind which is re¬ 
sponsible to the people of the 
Island. 

"Unfortunately, while the Cabi¬ 
net's intentions were good, I be¬ 
lieve the decision Cabinet made 
actually prevented its own good 
intentions from being reached. 

So, we still have the original prob¬ 
lem to solve which is the develop¬ 
ment of the form of government 
which will be acceptable to both 
the Commonwealth and the major¬ 
ity of the people, and the form of 
government under which we'll all 
need to live. 

"It will not be easy to do this 
but I am certain it can be done, 
and it must be done. It will re¬ 
quire continued consultation be¬ 
tween Council and the Minister, 
and a reconsideration by the Cabi¬ 
net of how its objective can actu¬ 
ally be carried out. 

"... Another fact that must be 
accepted is that the majority of 
electors on Norfolk do not con¬ 
sider that the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978 offers an acceptable form of 
responsible self-government. 

I've no doubt about this fact and 
I do not believe any other Coun¬ 
cillor has, and I'm quite certain 
that hearing what's been said 
this afternoon that I would not be 
proven wrong. 

"If the Minister or the Cabinet is 
not willing to accept the accuracy 
of what I’m saying, it's quite sim¬ 
ple few them to call a referendum 
and find out. If they do not wish 
to call a referendum and still have 
any doubt about the electors' feel¬ 
ings, Council would be happy to 
ask the United Nations Association 
of Australia to supervise a Volun¬ 
tary Act of Self-Determination 
amongst the electors. The Associa¬ 
tion has offered to do this, if Coun¬ 
cil believes it would be helpful. 

I personally don't believe it is ne¬ 
cessary but if the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment is not willing to accept 
Council's view of what the major¬ 
ity want, there is that simple way 
of determining it -- at no cost to 
the Government. 

"Meanwhile, I accept it as fact 


I that the majority of people on Nor¬ 
folk Island want self-government in 
association with Australia. 

"In continuing consultation with 
| the Minister, I believe we can prof- 
i it from our experience during 1978 
and should make several changes 
in our procedure. Council was handi¬ 
capped in the discussions last year 
because of our lack of knowledge 
of some basic subjects. On the one 
hand the Minister, and other Gov¬ 
ernment representatives, have an 
outstanding knowledge of such fields 
as law, constitutions and economics, 
and, in addition, were able to draw 
on expert assistance in those fields 
and other fields from the various 
Departments in Canberra. On die 
other hand. Council includes some 
men with some excellent training 
and education but in some discussions 
we were handicapped and uncertain 
of effects of some interpretations of 
wording in the Bill. 

"For this reason, and in the inter¬ 
ests of making the discussions as 
clear and useful as possible. Coun¬ 
cil I know would like to have the 
assistance of an expert adviser - es¬ 
pecially in the field of Constitution¬ 
al Law. 

"A further amendment to our pro¬ 
cedure, I believe, should be better 
communication with the public. 
Throughout our talks last year we 
were unable to get the benefit of 
any public comment because our 
meetings were all held in private. 
There is a definite value in pri¬ 
vate discussions, but 1 believe that, 
promptly, after each discussion - 
as has been mentioned before by 
a Councillor - there should be a 
public statement of what was dis¬ 
cussed and agreed, and those sub¬ 
jects should then be open to full 
public consideration and comment. 

"Following this procedure would, 

I believe, go a long way to prevent¬ 
ing a repetition of the situation we're 
in now where we have gone through 
months of meetings and then discov¬ 
er that the people simply do not ac¬ 
cept the resulc of those meetings. 

"And with those remarks, Mr. 
Chairman, I would ask that die mo¬ 
tion be put." 

Chairman: "Thank you for your inter¬ 
esting contributions. 

"All those in favour? Councillor 
Buffett, Councillor Quintal, Council¬ 
lor Bennett, Councillor MacKenzle, 
Councillor McIntyre, Councillor 
Nunn, Councillor Snell, Councillor 
Blucher. 

"The Chairman abstains. 

"The motion is passed." 
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Lord Howe considering 
public bus system 

LORD HOWE ISLAND is considering 
setting up a mini-bus service to pro¬ 
vide public transport during daylight 
and early evening hours. 

A small survey of recent tourists 
to Lord Howe indicated that a "lack 
of hire car vehicles" and "lack of 
activities on wet days" were sources 
of some dissatisfaction. 

The questionnaire results were 
passed along to the island's Tourist 
Promotion Committee. After dis¬ 
cussing the situation it resolved that 
"whilst the Committee is fully aware 
of the need to protect the island life¬ 
style, it recognizes that there is a 
requirement for transport to be avail¬ 
able to serve the needs of visitors". 

Push bikes,'motor bikes and a 
small number of hire cars are avail¬ 
able now. The Committee thinks a 
few more hire cars might be allowed, 
but proposed the bus service as a means 
of keeping motor cars to a minimum. 
Their idea is that the bus service 
would run every 30 minutes, and 
would be operated by the local "gov¬ 
ernment" - the Lord Howe Island 
Board. 

The island has about 180 cars and 
motor bikes using its 16 km of roads. 
The ratio of tourists to residents is 
close to Norfolk's, with around 5, 000 
tourists a year and about 300 perman¬ 
ent population. 


Australia nurtures 
indigenous culture - 
in 11 other Islands 

INDIGENOUS CULTURE should be 
taught, communicated and passed 
on to the people so that they would 
enjoy, appreciate and value it, the 
Australian High Commissioner in 
Fiji, Mr. Gordon Upton, said in 


Suva recently. 

Opening the Fijian Teachers' 
Association's second Fijian Language j 
Workshop at the University of the 
South Pacific, Mr. Upton said such 
cultures "should not be fossilised, 
but be susceptible to adaption in the 
light of changing needs." 

He emphasized that indigenous 
cultures should be preserved as a 
sound and secure basis for the de¬ 
velopment of a national identity 
and national values. 

Indigenous language was the im¬ 
portant component that cemented 
all components of indigenous cul¬ 
ture. 

The language was culture,in it¬ 
self. It was the art of communica¬ 
tion without which other components 
had less significance and might start 
to crumble. 

He said more than $400,000 had 
been given to 11 countries by the 
Australian Government for the Pre¬ 
servation and Development of South 
Pacific Cultures, to be spent on pro¬ 
jects such as the recording of oral 
traditions, linguistics training, art 
workshops, preservation of archives, 
library and museum development, 
cultural instruction in schools, 
school festivals, publication of lo¬ 
cal writers, often in the vernacular, 
and dictionary development. 

The countries which benefitted 
were Tonga, the Cook Islands, the 
Gilbert Islands, Nauru, the New Heb¬ 
rides, Niue, Solomon Islands, Toke¬ 
lau, Western Samoa, Fiji and Tuv¬ 
alu. 


Foreign aid to Tonga 
almost doubled in 78 

TONGA RECEIVED T$7,700, 000 in 
foreign aid during the 1977/78 finan¬ 
cial year, the Tonga "Chronicle" re¬ 
ported in January. 

Australia was the most generous do¬ 
nor country, giving the kingdom just 
over T$2 million. Others contributing 
close to $1 million or more each were 


New Zealand, Japan, England and the 
European Economic Community. 

The total for the year was almost 
double that of the previous year, 

Tonga has-also negotiated another 
big international loan at very favour¬ 
able terms. The Federal Republic of 
Germany will lend the kingdom almost 
T$9 million to buy a roll-on roll-off 
ship. A bit over $1 million of the loan 
has to be paid in 15 years, with an in¬ 
terest rate of 7.8‘Jt. All the rest is 
payable over 30 years, with a grace 
period of a further 15 years, and at an 
interest rate of l°/c. 


Higher education 
available in Niue 


PEOPLE IN NIUE - about 1500 miles 
N.E. of Norfolk, population 4, 000, 
self-governing in free association 
with New. Zealand - are getting in¬ 
creasing benefit from a local Exten¬ 
sion Service Centre of the Universit/ 
of the South Pacific. 

The University, based at Laucala 
Bay in Suva, Fiji, opened the Niue 
Extension Centre two years ago. 

The Centre has carried out sever¬ 
al projects to help Niueans explore 
and revive their "lost" culture of 
the past. 

It offers an interesting range of 
extension courses, to be taken with 
a combination of correspondence, 
local supervision from the Centre, 
and, in the near future, television 
programming via satellite. 

Courses offered to Niueans this 
year include introductory maths, 
history, physics, geography, chem¬ 
istry, biology and English. 

Four "pre-degree" courses are 
offered, in "Man in the Pacific", 
"Man and the Environment", "Pac¬ 
ific History” and foundation mathe¬ 
matics. 

Courses in "communication and 
study skills" and "basic mathemati¬ 
cal methods" are available for people 
wanting to improve their general 
work efficiency. 

Degree and diploma subjects, 
which can be used to qualify for a 
diploma in Administrative Studies 
(and to help train future administra¬ 
tion staff for the island) include ac¬ 
countancy, macroeconomics and ad¬ 
ministration. 

Four education subjects are also 
taught - "Education and Society", 
"Classroom Learning", "Curriculum 
Studies"and "Child Development". 

If on Niue, why not on Norfolk? 
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Norfolk 

"As you know, living on Norfolk 
Island, people are very articulate 
about their separate identity. It’s 
inevitable that people would feel 
that way when they sense their cul¬ 
tural origins are being swamped or 
their culture is threatened." 

These timely remarks and many 
interesting recollections of Norfolk's 
past were made by film producer, 

Ray Hall of Vancouver, B. C. Ray 
and his wife, Nicki, and two-year 
old son, Sam, recently spent three 
months on Norfolk visiting Ray's 
mother. Islander Avis Dunning. 

Born on Norfolk, a great grand¬ 
son of the American whaler, Dwight 
Allen, Ray comes back to Norfolk 
when he can to get back to his own 
roots. 

"When I come back here, ” he 
says, "I don't just come back for 
the pretty scenery and the beach¬ 
es. I can get that in Canada. I 
come back here for an attitude and 
my roots -- those things are impor¬ 
tant to people." 

Having tapped these roots once 
more, Ray will soon be making a 
film on the history of the craft of 
nail making in Massachusetts, 

U.S.A. not far from New Bedford 
where his great grandfather set out 
on die famous whaling ship "Char¬ 
les W. Morgan". 

American Dwight Allen settled 
here 100 years ago as a whaler. He 
was a very popular figure and even 
though it was difficult in those days 
to arrange to purchase land and to 
settle here, he managed to do so. 
Dwight was grandfather to the 16 
Nobbs children (Kit Roberts, dear 
“Auntie Val" whom we lost recent¬ 
ly, and Ray among them) and father 
to "Aggie" who married C.C.R. 

Nobbs. He was able to stay on Nor¬ 
folk because he was a skilled join¬ 
er and builder. He apparently was 
one of those men who could do 
anything -- and it was greatly de¬ 
sired that he stay among the island 
people. And what a wonderful 
legacy he left! 

"My grandfather, Gus Allen, was 
also a whaler and he talked a lot 
about his experiences as a whaler," 
said Ray continuing to recall his 
own roots. "He had a whaling 
boat - a long boat used now as a 
lighter — his backyard was fes¬ 
tooned with ropes that were dry¬ 
ing, harpoons that he was making 



would be drying in the shed - he 
made them by hand. He hand- 
tempered the harpoons and lances - 
he dried the ropes out and plaited 
them. I grew up having this lore 
of the sea passed on to me. 

"He taught me how to handle 
myself on the rocks, how to catch 
fish, how to swim. He was ack¬ 
nowledged as one of the knowledg- 
able fishermen on the Island, both 
as a whaler and a fisherman for the 
rock fish and ocean-going fish. 

"He knew all the rocks, the sight¬ 
ings, I only went out in the boat 
with him once -- young people did¬ 
n't go out in the boats in those days. 
But I remember the discussions - - 
he’d say 'You line such and such a 
fishing bank with this pine tree and 
that part of Philip Island'. It was 
really pretty scientific. 

"My.father was an Australian. 

He built a home on six acres of land 
which he purchased from Joe Nobbs. 
It's behind Duncan Sanderson's Nor¬ 
folk Souvenirs. The home is still 
there --all the trees, macadamia 
nuts, frangipani, flowering gums -- 
all flourishing. I had a look at it 
the other day. 

"My father worked for 'Bunny' 

Ryan who had the timber mill down 
at Cascades and until that burned 
down they had a system of logging 
with an old truck which was so frail. 
Because of the condition of the road, 
you'd have to put the front wheel in 
one gutter and the back wheel in the 
gutter on the other side and simply 
slide down the hill with this. If 
you went fast the brakes simply 
were not good enough. My father's 
job was to drive this thing. 'Eddie' 
Yeaman worked with him. And old 
'Nicko'. He blew his hand off throw¬ 
ing dynamite. 'Nicko' was a charac¬ 
ter. He used to come and mooch 
methylated spirits from my father 
when he had the bakery. Father 
started a bakery in Burnt Pine. It 
was the only bakery on the Island 
for a number of years. Billy 
'Pumpa' Christian delivered the 
bread. He delivered it on a cart 
pulled by a horse. The bread would 
be stacked on his cart and he'd be 


LIVING 

driving this thing up Middlegate hill 
when the school kids would hang on 
the back. He had a switch and he'd 
try to keep us off." 

(Ray Hall was kind enough to let 
The News interview him on two 
separate occasions. Next month 
we will continue with his recollec¬ 
tions of Norfolk’s past.) 


Hello, Frangipanil 

"I'VE ALWAYS ADORED clothes, " 
says Margaret Sedgwick, manager¬ 
ess of Norfolk's 'Frangipani', a stun¬ 
ning new shop on Norfolk Island. 
"American clothes, especially, 
have always appealed to me. For 
five years I trained in the buying 
and fashion scene at David Jones, 
Sydney. I was always very con¬ 
scious of the clean, crisp designs 
and original flair of American clo¬ 
thes featured on D:J's Sixth Floor. 

But the clothes were so expensive." 

Now people on Norfolk will be 
able to buy the latest on the high 
fashion scene in an exclusive shop 
attached to an old island home call¬ 
ed 'Leeside'. Set back from the 
road by about 75)ds. and nestled 
in the quiet, tropical gardens sur¬ 
rounding the home, ’Frangipani' 
will offer a wide range of resort 
and designer wear from America. 

As an additional bonus the next 
season's fashions can be purchased 
well in advance of their availabil¬ 
ity on the mainland. 

And the prices are comparable to 
U. S. mainland prices! - which means 
about half what you’d pay in Sydney 
if you were lucky enough to find any 
place that carried such a wide range 
as 'Frangipani’. You will be pleased 
by the resort wear prices. Original 
designer dresses are expensive but 
still not so high considering they are 
one of a kind. 

‘Frangipani's’ range, basically is 
quality resort clothes but Includes a 
specialty shop room of designer clo¬ 
thes as well. In this room the fa¬ 
mous Halston, Christian Dior and 
Chester Weinberg are featured. The 
statement here is elegance. Long 
sleeved, small-cuffed polyester blou¬ 
ses with die Christian Dior name 
cleverly used in the design of the 
print, with self ties in a wide range 
of colours caught my eye. Marvel- 
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lous with suits for travelling or even¬ 
ing slacks! A plain cocoa brown' 
shirtraaker dress in a tiny print with 
a mushroom ^coloured suede "pink¬ 
ed" tie belt, looked perfect for a 
smart luncheon anywhere in the world. 
A cocktail and on-to-dinner 2-piece 
ensemble in black lightweight silk 
crepe with rhinestone shoe string 
straps and absolutely packable also 
looked stunning. Dresses by Wein¬ 
berg of Connecticut are Infinitely 
wearable and always fashionable. 

In another room, clothes under 
the label "The Vested Gentress" from 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania seem to 
have been designed with Norfolk's 
lifestyle in mind. Long wraparound 
skirts, straight skirts with zip in back 
and self tie in crisp, fresh prints • 
all in their own screen and printed 
designs. "Morning Glory" and "Hum¬ 
mingbird" were charming patterns 
and the skirts simple but beautifully 
made. All can be worn with co-or-; 
dinating cotton tops. 

"Game skirts" - very big in the 
U. S. - are another line manufactured 
by this same firm. "Game skirts" are 
short (to knee level) and used for 
golf, tennis, etc. They have panty- 
petticoats stitched in underneath. 

Each print is different - called 
"springworm”, "horses and apples", 
"lazy frogs", "toucan parrot", 'Whales 
and ships" etc. They are fun and 
very practicaL The skirts can be 
matched with 50$ cotton, 50$ poly¬ 
ester T -shirts in bright colours with 
keyhole or ordinary scoop necks. 

Most unusual, but again very 
trendy in the U.S. are mid-calf 
length wraparound skirts made from 
decorator fabrics. These are a spe¬ 
ciality of Phillis Gardner of Miama, 
Florida. The skirts also come with 
halter tops or matching, triangular 
scarves and some have matching 
tote bags as well. 

In the main salon of 'Frangipani' 
a beautiful showcase, custom-made 
on Norfolk, is filled with pure silk 
and crinkled cotton Dior shirts which 
subtly reflect the quality of elegance 
exclusive to Dior. Colours are or¬ 
chid, ivory, pink and mauve. 

'Frangipani' also features accessor¬ 
ies to highlight its lovely clothes. 
Beautiful ebony and sandalwood hair 
decorations, long stick pins in wood 
inlaid with abalone shell, little 
combs with summer flowers (all 
from Witchita, Kansas), and neck¬ 
laces, chain belts, chokers and 
bracelets by Kenneth J. Lane of New 
York City. 

More is chi the way ladies. Mar¬ 
garet hopes to have a constant flow 
of new things and will stock trans- 
seasonal clothes all the time. Due 


any minute will be Ann Klein jeans, 
Gil Almbez Bonmenager dresses, 
skirts and tops, matching co-ordin¬ 
ates and slacks, pants skirts and tu¬ 
nic tops in voile from Blousecraft of 
New York and Hawaiian clothes by 



THERE ARE TIMES when friends 
visit or maybe you just hanker for 
some luxury when one feels per¬ 
fectly justified Indulging oneself 
and hang the expense! It was ori 
such an occasion recently that we 
enjoyed these dishes. 

PRAWN RISSOTTO (Serves 4) 
heat 1 oz. butter and saute 1 small 
chopped onion until golden. Add 
6 oz. rice and stir until translucent. 
Pour over 2 cups boiling fish stock 
(made of fish heads) and add bou¬ 
quet garni. Stir well, lower heat 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


SOME TIME AGO I praised die 
Stanley Spring Gully Rhine Reis- 
ling which, at the time, was avail¬ 
able in some restaurants here but 
not over die Bond counter. This 
has now been corrected and the 
1978 vintage is available to all 
@ $2.85. It is a good example 
of the style with plenty of fruit 
and a pleasing crisp finish. 

What is a White Burgundy? 

Basically the term would cover 
any white produced in the Burgundy 
region of France and range across 
Chablis, Montrachet and 
many others. In Australia, how¬ 
ever, it has come to be regarded 
as a separate style which is allow¬ 
ed some time in new oak casks 
prior to bottling to add an extra 
dimension to a dry white. The 
Bond now has a selection of wines 
under this label and I have com - 


"Nani", a new division of Torie 
Richard. Men's shirts in a non- 
crushable silky-polyester will also 
be arriving from Hawaii. Also, Hal 
Halston and other designer swimming 
costumes, scarves and belts. 


and cover. Cook until rice is ten¬ 
der and all liquid absorbed (about 
15 minutes). Spread rice in an 
ovenproof service dish. Place in 
moderate oven for 5 minutes to 
dry. Cut 1 lb. green shelled 
prawns in halves lengthways and 
coat with seasoned flour. Dip in 
milk and coat again. Fry in hot 
oil for 3-5 minutes until golden. 
Drain quickly and mix prawns with 
prepared rice which has been sea¬ 
soned well with salt and pepper. 
Sprinkle with mild grated cheese 
and serve immediately. A crisp 
salad of your choice goes well 
with this dish. 

CHERRY TORTONI (Serves 4-6) 
Whisk 2 egg whites till stiff, add 
gradually 2 tablespoons caster 
sugar, beating continuously. Add 
a pinch of salt and fold in 4 oz. 
chopped toasted blanched almonds. 
Then fold in i pt. whipped cream 
and one tablespoon marsala or 
sherry. Spoon mixture into serv¬ 
ing dishes and freeze. Decorate 
with cherries before serving. 


pared several. 

The Quell taler 1975 vintage, 
made from the popular Semlllon 
grape, would have been given 
above average time in oak and 
has now added a couple of years 
bottle age. It appealed as a very 
good example of die style and 
certainly well priced @ $2.40. 

For those who may prefer a leu 
dominant oak tang, I can recom¬ 
mend Houghton's from Western 
Australia. This has always been a 
well regarded wine although it has 
sometimes suffered from excessive¬ 
ly hot summers but die 1977 sea¬ 
son obviously went welL Made from 
comparatively little used Chlnon 
Blanc and Tokay grapes it is a wine 
to enjoy. The price is $3.25. 

One maker who apparently chose 
to Ignore tradition was John Potts 
of Langjhorne Creek. His 1977, 
which carries no varietal informa¬ 
tion on its label, is a distinctly 
individual wine, somewhat sweet 
with a pleasant sprltzig and most 
enjoyable once you accept ft is not 
at all wbat you may have expected. 
Reasonably priced @ $2.90. 
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ALTHOUGH most residents have 
been praying for rain, the weather 
has been perfect during January for 
the schoolchildren and visitors to 
the Island. Actually weather-wise 
these Christmas holidays were the 
best the children have had for quite 
some time. It makes it so much 
more pleasant for everyone when 
the children can play outdoors most 
of the time. 

There have been several activit¬ 
ies held during January at which resi¬ 
dents and visitors have thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. 

One function which was particul¬ 
arly enjoyable was the Island Picnic 
organized by the School Tour Com¬ 
mittee to raise funds for the 6th 
Class tour of New South Wales in 
May this year. The picnic was held 
in die Youth Centre Compound and 
the laden tables were appropriately 
decorated with baaa*a. leaves and 
hibiscus. A very nice gesture was 
Maxine Hobbins and Sue Pearson 
(6th class pupils) welcoming the 
guests at the gate with a hibiscus 
flower and a pamphlet which ex¬ 
plained the History and purpose of 
the school tour. 

It wasn't very long before the 
picnic area was ready and guests 
were told there were two tables to 
which they could go - thus not such 
a long wait. The meal included 
ham, pork, chicken and lovely 
deep-fried fish, together with all 
the different types of pilhi, pumpkin 
fritters and a wide variety of salads. 
The food was served by the mothers 
who included Pam Matthews, Evel¬ 
yn Hobbins, Mary McNamara, Pat 
Magrl, Jan Pearsbn and Margaret 
Christian. A number of fathers, 

Mac Adams, Peter Magri and Al¬ 
bert Buffett, were very busy cook¬ 
ing the fish and pumpkin fritters. 

After the main course guests were 
then invited to sample the Island 
sweets - all different pies, trifles 
and a delicious fruit salad. A de¬ 
licious meal! 

Then a real surprise was in store - 
a troupe of Tahitian dancers. Their 
performances wer e really terrific 
and it was so good to see some of 
the younger ones had obviously been 
:aught especially for the occasion. 
Dancers included Mavis Hitch and 
ivelyn Hobbins, Lisa Woodward, 


Jenny Grube and Karlene Blucher- 
Christian. The locals couldn’t help 
commenting on how much Karlene 
resembled her mum. Mavis Hitch. 

The "littlies", 9 year old Angela 
Hobbins, and 6 year old Rebecca 
Hayes, really stole the show. They 
had been taught a particular routine 
and they remembered their move¬ 
ments perfectly. I think Evelyn 
and Mavis are to be congratulated 
on the time they have obviously 
spent with all the young ones in an 
effort to continue on the traditions 
of Island dancing. A colourful and 
entertaining conclusion to a terrific 
night. 

A friend of Peter and Mudgi Guile, 
Joe the Juggler, provided much laugh¬ 
ter and enjoyment for the children 
up at Banyan Park. This was another 
function organized by the School 
Tour Committee. Joe is a teacher 
of Mime and Drama in Melbourne. 
Juggling and magic are his hobbies - 
he hadn’t performed for children be¬ 
fore. He certainly held their atten¬ 
tion with his clever juggling and 
cake making. Matthew Dunn thought 
he was "Christmas" when the juggler 
showed him he (Matthew) had laid 
four eggs to put into the banana cake. 
Zena Heinz was the "straight" lady 
and ably assisted Joe. At one stage 
Zena dressed up as a Tahitian dancer. 
She asked Rebecca Hayes to show 
her what to do. Matthew Dunn was 
the only other willing pupil. It was 
quite funny when Joe asked if any 
of the children had thongs that he 
could juggle. As you can Imagine 
thongs were flying through the air 
in all directions. The afternoon 
finished off with the showing of some 
really entertaining cartoons. The 
general comment as everyone left 
the hall was that there should be 
more such entertainment for the 
children during the holidays. 

Rawson Hall was the next venue 
for entertainment during January. 

The Blues Football Club, with die 
help of the Blues ladies, organized 
a Family Fish Fry. The hall was ar¬ 
ranged caberet style, with sufficient 
space left for a dance floor. The 
meal consisted of fried fish, saus¬ 
ages, chips, coleslaw and tomato 
and onion salad. It was all very 
tasty. There were many tourists 


present who. I’m sure, thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed the fresh fish. Gizelle 
and Phyllis Evans, Dianne Menghetti, 
Jan Cooper and Robin Graham were 
kept very busy serving the salads 
whilst Sid Cooper and Culla Graham 
served the hot part of the meal. I 
know there must have been a num¬ 
ber of Blues outside doing the cook¬ 
ing and I think it was Kevin Will¬ 
iams and Allan Bataille who were 
so busy behind the bar. After the 
meal the dancing was enjoyed to 
the music of Sneaky's band. The 
Island is certainly going to miss 
Sneaky’s lively music when George 
and Dennis Smith leave for Australia 
In a few week's time. Their voices 
will be very much missed on the 
local radio station too. 

Another voice which has been en - 
joyed on the radio over the past few 
months is that of Canadian, Nicki 
Hall, who was here with her hus¬ 
band and son to visit Ray Hall’s 
mother. Avis Dunning. Nicki and 
Ray left last Sunday. Whilst here, 
because of their experience with 
television and interviewing people, 
the Radio Officer asked them if they 
would be interested in compiling a 
programme for Deutsche Welle 
the West German radio station. To 
celebrate the International Year of 
the Child, Deutsche Welle selected 
ten radio stations around the world 
and had asked each of the stations 
to provide 5 or 6 minutes of inter¬ 
views with children so that when the 
hour-long programme was prepared 
the children interviewed could give 
an indication of the life-style in 
their particular country. The Nor¬ 
folk Island radio station was one of 
the ten selected. Nicki said their 
intention was to try and bring out 
the rather unique situation on the 
Island where the children, parents 
and grandparents are all so much 
more of one family than on the main¬ 
land. Perhaps the Island children 
here take such a situation for grant¬ 
ed because they know no other life¬ 
style. Nicki said she and Ray found 
it difficult to ask the right questions 
to bring out this aspect. Nicki and 
Ray also had hoped the children 
would have much the same to say 
about such aspects as swimming, 
fishing, living on Norfolk etc., but 
this they found wasn’t so. A eross- 
section of young people on the Isl¬ 
and were chosen to be interviewed. 
From the interviews, Ray and Nicki 
now have the job of compiling only 
5 or 6 minutes from several hours 
of tapes. The hour-long programme 
when it is finally broadcast should 
be most interesting. 

Cheerio for now! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIl AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care produca 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W . A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rottvators. hoes. aU j 

agricultural Implements A 

f 

| #. 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



HAND-HELD WORLD-FAMOUS GIVENCHY PARFUM AT VERY LOW PRICES CURLING WANDS 

TRANCEIVERS ONLY $8.50. 
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AUSTRALIA 

TAKES 

NORFOLK 


Commonwealth will impose new form of administration, 
j^over Council’s objections; Referendum is forbidden 

^Pj^Something like self-government’, Minister says 

-U. N. Ass’n. President states rights 


KEY QUOTES FROM MEETINGS WITH MINISTER. . .ADMINISTRATOR SAYS PITCAIRN¬ 
ERS 1 HOME IS IN PITCAIRN. .. ARTICLE BY R. K.R. ALSTON OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION... HOW NORFOLK MIGHT ISSUE ITS OWN COINS...OUTSTANDING 
PLAN FOR A NORFOLK SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMME... COUNCIL DECLARES RIGHTS 
TO 200-MILE OCEAN ZONE... DESIGN FOR A NORFOLK FLAG... THE LATEST ON OIL 
IN WATERS AROUND NORFOLK... "NORFOLK LIVING"... HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES, 
SEASONAL GARDEN NOTES, WINES "IN BOND" - AND THE "LETTER FROM HOME". . i 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


bonhcord 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine, >' 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Comers shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It Is only a few minutes’ walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



.LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -'- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CO RA L, MOTHE R-OF-PE A RL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS --GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



"CONSENSUS", "COLLABORATION", "CO-OPERATION” AND "NEGOTIATION"FAILED, SO 


AUSTRALIA TAKES AN ISLAND 


The Commonwealth 
of Australia assert¬ 
ed full possession 
of Norfolk Island on 
March 13th. 

NORFOLK’S STATUS AS A SEP¬ 
ARATE AND DISTINCT BRITISH 
SETTLEMENT - THE STATUS AC¬ 
CEPTED BY AUSTRALIA WHEN IT 
RECEIVED AUTHORITY TO AD¬ 
MINISTER THE ISLAND IN 1914 - 
IS NO LONGER RECOGNISED, 

having been unable to persuade 
or press the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil into accepting a plan for con¬ 
tinued colonial rule from Canber¬ 
ra on most major Island matters, 
the Minister for Home Affairs drop¬ 
ped any pretence of "negotiation" 
or "consensus" with the Council. 

In five hours of broadcast meet¬ 
ings with the Council, he revealed 
Australia's blunt new policy: 

■ The Australian Government as¬ 
serts absolute sovereignty over Nor¬ 
folk Island. . 

■Norfolk Island is already inte¬ 
grated into Australia. No choice 
about this remains. The integra¬ 
tion happened at some time in the 
past, which Australia is unable to 
specify. 

■Australia will impose a new 
form of administration on the Isl¬ 
and. It is not meant to be self- 
government, or democratic. 

■ Norfolk will not be allowed to 
express consent or dissent. Austra¬ 
lia's Parliament is to be satisfied, 
not the people of the Island. 

■No programme for progress to 
self-government will be accepted. 

■ United Nations "sacred obli¬ 
gations" towards non-self-govem- 
ing territories do not apply in the 
case of Norfolk Island. They do 
apply to the territory of Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands. Although Nor¬ 
folk is a territory and may never 
become self-governing, it is not 
considered a non-self-governing 
territory. 

■ Because Norfolk is not ack¬ 
nowledged to be a non-self-govern¬ 
ing territory, Australia will not 
allow the Island to take its seat 


at the South Pacific Conference. 

■ Any dissent by the people of 
Norfolk Island from Australian Gov¬ 
ernment policies, or from the new 
form of government, will be of no 
constitutional significance, and 
will be dealt with according to 
Australian law, including the 
provisions of the Crimes Act con¬ 
cerning sedition. 

‘Silence!’ 

In a. three-hour session with 
the Norfolk Island Council on 
March 13th and a two -hour session 
on the 14th - both broadcast to the 
Island - Minister R.J. Ellicott 
cushioned the hard facts with thou¬ 
sands of gentle words of concern, 
affection, understanding and sym¬ 
pathy. 

But the facts were there, from 
the first word of the meetings. A 
hushed Council Chamber, the pub¬ 
lic gallery packed, was awaiting 
Mr. Ellicott’s arrival. His entry 
was announced in an unprecedent¬ 
ed way - a shouted command from 
Australia’s resident Legal Adviser 
just outside the doorway: "Silence:” 

Norfolk's eight elected Council¬ 
lors were allowed a chance to speak 
only after Mr. Ellicott had made an 
exhaustive opening address lasting 
an hour and a half. 

The Councillors spoke firmly, 
logically, sometimes with emotion, 
as they outlined the facts of the 
Island's case for regaining self-gov¬ 
ernment with the consent of the 
governed. 

The briefest Council address was 
Councillor David Buffett's. He 
simply asked a question. He said 
Council wished documentation of 
the course towards self-government 
which Australia was willing to fol¬ 
low. His question was: "Why is it 
that the Minister does not see fit 
to include in the Bill the programme 
that he has outlined in his address 
to Council this afternoon?" The 
question went unanswered, as did 
most others the elected members 
raised. 

Mr. Ellicott's intended message 
to the Island seemed to be that 
Norfolk could advance toward some 


degree of self-government, in due 
course, and that this would be 
achieved by a benevolent Common¬ 
wealth, concerned about its respon¬ 
sibilities to the people of Norfolk. 

He frequently spoke as though the 
Island were hesitant to accept respon¬ 
sibility for governing itself. Ignor¬ 
ing the fact that Norfolk has been 
struggling to regain genuine self- 
government ever since it was taken 
away by the Governor of New South 
Wales in 1896. 

Mr. Ellicott spoke an estimated 
18, 000 words over the two days. 

In an effort to distill five hours of 
discussions to mote readily understand¬ 
able form. The News dissected tape 
recordings of the two meetings into 
comments made on three major is¬ 
sues; whether Norfolk is in fact part 
of Australia, whether a referendum 
should be held on the new form of 
government, and what the future 
may hold. 

Each of these sections begins with 
Mr. Ellicott’s key comments on the 
subject, and leads on to Councillors’ 
stated positions. 

All comments have been taken di¬ 
rectly from tapes of the meetings. 
Many points of interest have been 
omitted. The Minister's private 
secretary has been reported as say¬ 
ing that full transcripts of the meet¬ 
ings will become available through 
the Administration in due course. 

They should be studied and preserved, 
as a basic reference on the most over¬ 
whelming and controversial change 
in constitutional policies on Norfolk 
Island since the Commonwealth was 
granted responsibility for overseeing 
the Island in 1914. 

Humiliated 

It was not clear in the several days 
after Mr. Ellicott's "return to Aust¬ 
ralia" - to use his words - what the 
Island’s response would be. 

There was strong feeling among 
residents concerned about self-gov¬ 
ernment that the elected Council¬ 
lors had performed outstandingly, 
but had been degraded and humilia¬ 
ted by Mr. Ellicott's paternalistic 
manner and his igtoring of what 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 


ARRANGE FOR 
TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


PropriMor: J. W. NTZPATWCK 







they were really saying. 

It was obvious, in retrospect, 
that the Councillors' five months 
of secret '‘negotiations , ' with Mr. 
Ellicott had been essentially an 
Australian public relations exercise 
aimed at creating an appearance 
of acceptance by the Island. His 
"consultation and collaboration 
with Council and the community" 
suddenly came to an end when Aust¬ 
ralia found 1 Council would not see 
things Australia's way. 

Pitcairners 

The Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers handed Mr. 
Ellicott a statement of its position 
on the afternoon 9f March 14th. 

The Society’s letter, dated March 
12th andapparently approved in ad¬ 
vance by $ full membership meet¬ 
ing for use if Mr. Ellicott's position 
turned out io be unyielding, read 
as follows: 

"This Society wishes to make its 
position clear to you concerning 
the future government of Norfolk 
Island. 

'1. Norfolk is the homeland of the 
descendants of the Pitcairn people 
who were offered it in 1856 by the 
British Government, and accepted 
it. This should be formally ack¬ 
nowledged by your Government as 
such and should be written into any 
new constitutional arrangements for 
governing the Island. Your Govern¬ 
ment should have no power to bar 
or restrict Norfolk Islanders of Pit¬ 
cairn descent from free entry to 
their homeland. 

Accepted 

'2. Norfolk Island is a distinct and 
separate political entity, and was 
accepted as such by Australia in lw-* 
when Australia accepted responsibil¬ 
ity to administer Norfolk Island. 

This distinct and separate status 
should be recognised and acknow¬ 
ledged by your Government and 
should be written into any new con¬ 
stitutional arrangements. The term 
"Norfolk Island" should be under¬ 
stood to include the surrounding sea¬ 
bed consistent with Islands recognised 
as separate political entities. 

"3. A Referendum should be conduct¬ 
ed to allow the Norfolk Island elect¬ 
ors to express their acceptance - or 
otherwise - of any constitutional 
change. 

H 4. No taxes should be levied and 


no public revenues spent except as 
is approved by a Government which 
represents and is elected by the 
people of Norfolk Island. 

”5. If new constitutional arrange¬ 
ments are imposed or taxes levied 
on Norfolk Island revenues spent 
without, the consent of the people as 
in Paragraph 3 above, we will not 
recogtise them as being fully legi¬ 
timate. 

Resist 

"6. It is our intention to resist, by 
any lawful means, the imposition 
of new constitutional arrangements 
or the imposition of taxes or the 
imposition of expenditure of Nor¬ 
folk Island revenues which are not 
fully legitimate, in accordance with 
the above paragraphs. 

“7. We consider it our moral obli¬ 
gation and duty to work for the 
termination of new constitutional 


arrangement, taxes dr spending of 
Norfolk Island revenues - should 
they be imposed without the con¬ 
sent of the majority erf the people. 

"There is a difference of opinion 
between your Government and this 
Society, as to the applicability of 
Article 73 of die United Nadons 
Charter in Norfolk Island's situa¬ 
tion. On legal advice and on the 
advice of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia, we believe 
that Article 73 does apply to Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"We are commissioning an inde¬ 
pendant profes sional study to pro¬ 
vide authoritative opinion as to 
whether Norfolk Island is, or is not, 
ethnically and culturally distinct 
from Australia. The United Nadons 
Associadon of Australia has offered 
to supervise the conduct of this 
study. We hope this study will be 
completed within three weeks and 
we will arrange for this information 
to be sent to you as soon as it is 
available. ” 


SOME ACCURATE FIGURES - AT LAST 

MAJOR AUSTRALIAN EXPENDITURES ON NORFOLK - YEAR TO 30 JUNE '78 
As Presented to Council by Mr. Ellicott - Footnotes prepared by The News 

COMMONWEALTH GRANT (To be raised $18. 000 next year)... 

NORFOLK ISLAND AIRPORT... 

BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY... 

LESS: Receipts from airport and meteorological charges ..... 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES; 

BY DEPT. OF HOME AFFAIRS (Mainly on Kingston restoradoh) 

BY DEPT. OF TRANSPORT (Airport). 

BY DEPT. OF CONSTRUCTION. 

SOCIAL SERVICE BENEFITS... 

Footnotes : 

1. This approximately repays Norfolk for the salaries and expenses of Australian- 
employed administrative officers posted to the Island. 

2. The Norfolk airport is owned by the Commonwealth and operated by it in ac¬ 
cordance with Australian lnternadonal aviation agreements. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil has offered to take over full operation and upgrading of the airport, without 
Commonwealth subsidy. 

3. The Bureau of Meteorology office on Norfolk makes no forecasts for toe Isl¬ 
and. It is solely a reporting station necessary to Australia. ' 

4. The restoration programme has been undertaken by the Commonwealm on 
the grounds that the buildings are owned by Australia and are of prime ntsrorical 
Importance to Australia. Norfolk was proceeding, at a slower rate but at its own 
cost, to restore the buildings. 

5. These benefits are paid to Australians who qualified in Australia, and would 
receive the benefits wherever they were living. 

N. B.: Mr. Ellicott did not represent the amounts listed in the table as being 
subsidies to Norfolk Island, but emphasised that they contribute Importantly to 
the health of the Island's economy. The amounts total approximately $1.3 
million. Mr. Ellicott did not mention that Norfolk Island imports frtim Austra¬ 
lia, which contribute to the health of the Australian economy, exceed $3 
million a year. 


. $126, 00<£ 
. 403, 900 
. 129, 500 3 

. (60,700) 

. 257,199 4 
. 182, 000 2 
4, 000 
. 274, 000® 
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TsIuesT Is Norfolk distinct, or is 

not think that you are being asked 


Mr.Ellicott: 


o embrace it, that is what you are 


Mr. Ellicott: “What we've been wit¬ 
nessing in recent weeks is something 
of an attempt to go back to the idea 
that this Island can have independ-. 
ence. All the sorts of statements 
that have been made in recent weeks 
seem to be heading towards this sort 
of idea - and the whole thing is de¬ 
veloping (and this would be a great 
pity, because, really, it may not 
be very significant in the long run) 
into a battle of words: concepts of 
philosophies, instead of getting on 
with the task, which is the real task, 
of providing this Island with the best 
government it can have, and with 
the opportunity my Government - 
your Government - is wanting to 
give it, of managing its own affairs. 

"When people start to use words 
such as 'we want an act of self-de¬ 
termination', 'we want self-gov¬ 
ernment in free association with the 
Australian Government', that those 
are words of independence. They're 
not words of self-government. 

They are words of independence. 
They assert an attitude of independ¬ 
ence. 

"So far as I'm concerned, 1 don't 
believe that the people of Norfolk 
Island want independence from Aust¬ 
ralia. I am paternalistic enough to 
believe not only that they don’t want 
it (except perhaps a small minority) 
but also to believe that it's not in 
the interest of Norfolk Island for it 
to have independence from Australia. 

”1 have made it clear the Govern¬ 
ment - when Sen. Withers was the 
Minister, made it clear - that its 
policy was based on Norfolk Island 
being and remaining part of Austral¬ 
ia. 

"Whatever you may say about that, 
that is a basic proposition, and it's 
on that basis that Norfolk Island will 
move towards self-government, so 
far as I am concerned, so far as your 
Government, the Australian Govern¬ 
ment, is concerned...« 

"It's also abundantly clear, as a 
matter of law, that this is Australia’s 
territory. In international law, it's 
Australian territory. The High Court 
has said it's part of Australia. And 
the Government has adopted that 
proposition in its approach to self- 
government. 

“What I ask you to do is to put be¬ 
hind you the concept of independ¬ 
ence, because even though you may 


being asked to embrace; and sug¬ 
gestions that you should go to the 
United Nations are actions which 
are aimed at independence from 
Australia. 

"You go along that path if you 
wish. But all 1 can say to you, 
with whatever wisdom I have, is 
that it would be far better for us 
to get back on the track, and move 
towards self-government, in the 
way in which it was taken up in 
the statement of the 8th of May 
last year, and in the way it was 
taken up in numbers of discussions 
I had with you during the second 
half of last year. 

"1 believe that these assertions, 
these statements, this publicity, 
this press campaign, whatever you 
like to call it, would undermine 
all the positive and creative work 
that we have already achieved, and 
that we are hoping to achieve - I 
hope - in the near future..." 

To be separate 

”1 have no difficulty in saying 
to you, and I say it today, that this 
cry of independence - these asser¬ 
tions which are based on wanting 
Norfolk Island to be apart from, sep¬ 
arate from, Australia - are neither 
realistic in terms of the Government’s 
policy, nor are they realistic in 
terms of what is of value and of bene¬ 
fit to the residents of Norfolk Island...” 

"What it means, of course, is not 
so horrific when you consider it, be¬ 
cause to say that this is part of Aust¬ 
ralia is not to say that the Govern¬ 
ment of this Island can't take into 
account the aspirations, the back¬ 
ground, the culture of the people 
who live here. That's never been 
a problem, so far as I'm concerned, 
and it's not a problem so far as the 
present Government is concerned..." 

“The Australian Government In¬ 
tends to remain here, and its pres¬ 
ence will be marked by a person who 
has been called the Administrator, 
and who will be called the Adminis¬ 
trator. We use that term in the 
Northern Territory. We used that 
term in Papua New Guinea. And 
we see no reason not to use it on Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"Some people want to use the 
name "Commissioner”. All I can 
say is that, to me. Indicates again 
the view which is pushing a line of in¬ 
dependence. It is not, to me, doing 
anything else than that. I see no point 


it Australia? 

in calling a person who's been well 
known on this Island a "Commissioner" 
when he’s already been celled, and 
always has been called, the Ad¬ 
ministrator. He's been responsible 
for the government of the terri¬ 
tory. .." 


The Council: 


Councillor Blucher: "When this 
Council uses the words 'self-gov¬ 
ernment in association with Aust¬ 
ralia* ... this Council, and the 
people on the Island, do not regard 
those words as intending to mean 
any form of independence for the 
Island... 

"The words self-government, in 
our view, in association with Aust¬ 
ralia, appear to be no different to 
the way other areas throughout the 
Pacific are moving towards self- 
government, in relationship with 
their mother country... 

"Norfolk Island people will say 
to you, and this is no disrespect to 
you, no disrespect to the Austral¬ 
ian Government, no disrespect to 
the Australian people, Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is Norfolk Island. Norfolk Isl¬ 
and has never, by the people, been 
regarded part of the metropolitan 
area of Australia... 

"I propose that Australia shall 
recognise Norfolk Island as the 
homeland of die Pitcairn people, 
and shall not impose on them, or 
seek to impose on them, an Act, 

Bills, laws, and so on without prior 
consent of the Norfolk Island com¬ 
munity, except In matters of de¬ 
fense, foreign affairs, national 
emergency, and matters of gov¬ 
ernment importance when it can be 
shown to this Island that these mat¬ 
ters are of utmost importance to die 
Island... I don't believe we can ne¬ 
gotiate further unless that first prin¬ 
ciple is adequately resolved, and I 
think further debate on the existing 
Bill would be meaningless unless 
the basic rights of Norfolk Island 
have been formally acknowledged..." 

Councillor Bennett: "We believe 
it should be clearly understood and 
accepted that Australia doe? hot 
own Norfolk Island, because we 
believe Norfolk Island has never 
been ceded to Australia by England. 
Further, it is my belief that Aust¬ 
ralia has never annexed Norfolk 
Island. 

"We believe it should be accept- 






ed that Norfolk is a territory "un¬ 
der the authority of" Australia, and 
is not merely a particular district 
of Australia... 

"The United Nations Association 
of Australia, in their report of 1978 
entitled 'Norfolk Island, Australia 
and the U. N.', says, and 1 quote, 
'Norfolk Island is most decidedly 
not Australian... The situation al¬ 
so happens to be in rather flagrant 
violation of the U. N. covenants 
on civil and political rights, to 
which Australia is a signatory.' 

"The report goes on to say, 'Nor¬ 
folk Island is still what it started 
out as: that is, a distinct and sep¬ 
arate settlement... 

Councillor McIntyre: There is a 
large body of opinion in favour of 
the proposition that Norfolk Island 
has its rights at international law, 
as this Council has frequently 
asserted, and this is not faced with 
a reasoned argument on the other 
side. 

“In documents like the Senate 
Report on 'Australia and the Pacific', 
the question is simply ducked. 

There is no reference to Norfolk 
Island at all. The same thing hap¬ 
pens in the Nimmo Report. Whilst 
the matter was fully argued before 
the Nimmo Report, the question 
was simply ducked. 

“Where the question is answered, 
it is answered simply by assertion, 
and not by argument. I see no 
reason for this Council to yield an 
inch on the question. I think the 
facts support the matter. I think 
the opinion of third parties, and out¬ 
side observers, supports the matter." 

Councillor Quintal: “I would like 
to ask you a question, Mr. Minister, 
regarding die 'Joint Opinion on the 
Constitutional and Legal Status of 
Norfolk Island' by Mr. McLelland 
and yourself. 

“In short, the opinion is summar¬ 
ised as follows: 'Norfolk Island Is, 
by authority of an Imperial Act, a 
distinct and separate settlement, 
and its status as such cannot be al¬ 
tered except by or pursuant to an 
Imperial Act. The legislative pow¬ 
er conferred on the Commonwealth 
Parliament by Section 122 of the Con¬ 
stitution is restricted to this extent.' 

"The question I would like - has 
there been an Imperial Act passed 
regarding this matter?" (The Min¬ 
ister gave no answer.) 

Councillor Nunn: "When you say, 

Mr. Minister, and you repeat, and 
repeat, 'You are Australians, this is 
Australia -- you are Australians, this 
is Australia,' this will not make this 
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problem go away. It may well be 
that that Is indeed your firm opinion, 
and the firm opinion of your Govern¬ 
ment. But it's not going to answer 
this problem. 

"Not will it answer it, really, by 
saying that in the High Court of 
Australia it was ruled that you are. 

"Without wishing to be rude, I 
would guarantee to you that some 
High Court in Indonesia would rule 
that the East Timorese were Indones¬ 
ians, and that East Timex was part 
of Indonesia.... 

"We regard that we have only one 
boss, and that boss is the people of 
Norfolk Island. ” 

MR. ELLICOTT replied to Council's 


reasoning, : "Actually, what 
yoa're talking about all the time is 
independence. You don't realise 
what you're talking about - with 
very great respect. 

"When you talk about the right 
of self-determination, you are talk¬ 
ing about the right to do one of 
three things, that is to say, 

"-the right to say that you will 
not be part of Australia, and you 
will be a sovereign country; 

"-the-right to say that you will 
proceed in free association with 
Australia; 

" -or the right to say that you 
will be integrated into Australia. 
"That is a series of principles 


which come from Article 73 of the 
United Nations Charter. 

"Those principles apply to what 
is a non-self-governing territory, 
under the United Nations Charter. 

"Cocos Island Is such a territory, 
and is accepted as such by the Aust¬ 
ralian Government, and an act of 
self-determination will occur in 
relation to Cocos Island in due 
course. 

"But let me say this, because 
there's no good us beating around 
the bush: the Australian Govern¬ 
ment does not accept that Norfolk 
Island is a non-self-governing terri¬ 
tory for the purposes of Article 73 
of the United Nations Charter." 


THE KEY 
ISSUES: 


Why should our constitution be 
changed without a Referendum? 


Mr.Ellicott: 


Mr. Ellicott; "(In the 8th of May 
statement) I said ' In all the circum¬ 
stances, and having regard to the 
decisions it has made, die Govern¬ 
ment has decided that a referendum 
should not be held.' 

"That decision was made because 
it was believed, and indeed in the 
wake of this statement, it seemed 
to be justified, that the broad ma¬ 
jority, die substantial majority of 
people on this Island, thought that 
what was contained in this docu¬ 
ment was the basis upon which self - 
government could proceed for Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"And there was no point in having 
a referendum, or in creating what 
normally is quite a divisive situation 
if you hold one... 

"May I say that I still feel that 
it (the Norfolk Island Bill - ed.) has 
a very large degree of support from 
people on the Island. And in say¬ 
ing that, I mean no offense to your 
recent resolution. But I still am of 
the view that it has the broad sup¬ 
port of people on the Island... 

"Talk about a referendum? Well 
that referendum would be seen by 
you as an act of self-determination. 
And the Government is not involved 
in, is not prepared to be involved in, 
recognising an act of self-determina¬ 
tion on the part of Norfolk Island be- 
•causerlp^ots not regard Norfolk Isl¬ 
and as Cdming within Article 73 of 
the United Nations Charter. It truly 
regards it as part of Australia, and 
the High Court said so, the rule of 
law prevails here as it does in the 


rest of Australia. That is the law 
of Australia, and we propose to 
abide by it in law... 

"A Minister does his best to make 
up his mind.. .he very often has to 
make an assessment of what people 
are thinking or saying. 

“It's not always an easy thing. 

And referenda don't necessarily tell 
you what the people are thinking or 
saying, I can assure you, from ex¬ 
perience. Just let me say that, be¬ 
cause I would imagine, and I say 
this against the background, and you 
would know, and I think everybody 
listening would know, that in the 
end, the Australian Parliament has 
to be satisfied..." 


The Council: 


Councillor Blucher; "When a solu¬ 
tion is consented to by a referen¬ 
dum, meaningful negotiations can 
then take place on how the machin¬ 
ery can be involved to implement 
principle in a reasonable and co-op¬ 
erative manner. 

"By all this, I mean that any new 
constitutional arrangements for this 
Island • including a definition of 
the Island's relationship to the Com¬ 
monwealth or an element of a sys¬ 
tem of government for the Island - 
should become effective only after 
they, the people, have accepted - 
by the majority - the electors, in a 
secret ballot. 

"This point I have stated many 
times before, in many negotiations 
with you as Minister, and also with 
a previous Minister. The point that 
I will always adhere to, and never 


move from, fs government by con¬ 
sent. 

"I don't believe that the Common¬ 
wealth can support a claim that it has 
the right to determine such arrange¬ 
ments, and to require the people of 
the Island to conform with them 
against their free will. 

"This point, I believe, is the crux 
of the entire situation as I see it; 
and until that principle is accept¬ 
ed I do not believe that Council 
could, or should, endorse any change 
in the existing form of administra¬ 
tion. .. M 

"I'm sure that Council and the 
people are able - and should be able - 
to hold a referendum on any question 
whenever they wish. 

"These things I don't see in die 
Bill. 

"The Commonwealth should have 
no power to prevent die people from 
personally expressing their views 
on any subject." 

Councillor Bennett; "In the state¬ 
ment of the 8th of May, the Govern¬ 
ment decided that a referendum was 
not appropriate. That decision by 
the Government was taken prior to 
the people of the Island seeing the 
decisions of the Government. It's 
my belief that if the Government 
believes that the Bill has 'the broad 
support of the majority of the people' 
on the Island - and Council quite 
clearly doesn't - then surely people 
ought to be given their just demo¬ 
cratic right to voice their decisions 
at the polling booth. 

"Quite obviously we are at log¬ 
gerheads. On the one hand Coun¬ 
cil is of the opinion, and the very 
strong view, that the majority of 
people do not desire the Bill; and 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotal/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an Inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Freeway"; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing to the 
music of "Freeway"; FRIDAY dancing to "Freeway"T SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



COMRAGNIE DES CHARGEURS 


O ni rnniUlCMO S,A ‘37.890.000 CFP/Registered Off- 
O LtUUIMILIMu ice NOUMEA/R.C.no.69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street. Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 





we've been told that the Government 
is of the opinion that the Bill has the 
broad support of die majority of 
people on the Island. 

"So quite clearly, therefore, it 
seems to me that the polling booth 
is going to be the only area that 
can sort out where the majority does 
lie." 

Councillor Nunn: "In my conscience 
to electors I must say to you, are 
you prepared to establish once and 
for all what are the wishes of the 
people here? 

"There seems to be some doubt - 
maybe in your mind, maybe in 
other people’s minds. What are 
the wishes? 

"It gets labelled as 'divlslveness' 
and so on: we regard it as just demo¬ 
cratic right of people to hold their 
own view in varying degrees. 

"This should be done, in my opin¬ 
ion, by the bolding of a supervised 
referendum, right at the outset, as 
to what it is the people here want, 
if one is going to talk at all about 
government by consent. 

“I'd like to see it done in terms 
of the United Nations Charter - or 
United Nations resolutions. 

"I'm not terribly happy to say 
'Do you like die Bill, or don't you?' 
because there are lots of bits 1 don't 
Uke, and on the other hand, bits 
I do like. 

"But I think this referendum will 
show, once and for all, what the 
majority of the people of this Island 
do want. 

"I'm pretty sure it will show that 
they want to h,ave this internal self- 
government, in free and co-operat¬ 
ive association with Australia. " 

Councillor McIntyre: "Because of 
their concerns, our electors have 


Issues: What 


MnEllicott: 


Mr. Ellicott: "I would anticipate 
that the Bill will come before the 
House of Representatives in the next 
three or four weeks, and pass through 
the House, and go into the Senate; 
and I would hope that in its present 
or amended form, will become law 
before the end of May, that is be¬ 
fore the end of this session... 

"I'm resolved in my view that 
that course will be pursued, and it 
is the view of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment as well... 


made it very plain to us that the 
Bill would fail if tested at referen¬ 
dum. 

"We need to be certain that our 
future form of government carries 
the consent of the people with it. 

"We believe that any other course - 
such as an Act that did not have 
public confidence when it went 
through - would represent the worst 
kind of colonialism, and paternal¬ 
ism, and all die other 'isms' that 
we may.well mutually agree are 
bad. 

"We don't expect that that would 
happen, or should happen. 

"But we make it clear that.people 
apprehend it... 

”1 trust and hope - and I think it's 
absolutely essential for public con¬ 
fidence - the people to know that 
whenever a referendum on a matter 
touching on their constitution is de¬ 
sired, the people are not prevented 
from having that referendum by any 
technical impediment. 

"It is not, in my belief, a correct 
state of affairs that we should have 
solemn declarations declared 'worth¬ 
less' because it was not a referen¬ 
dum, and yet be denied a referen¬ 
dum. 

"It's not a proper thing that the 
people of Norfolk Island, on any is¬ 
sue they wish, should be prevented 
from expressing a majority view. 

"If you speak of 'consensus*, then 
I wish to assure you that this Island, 
in the end, is of a size that can get 
a great deal done by referendum if 
necessary, by each person having 
an opinion, and solemnly bringing 
it forward at ballot. 

"It may not be necessary very of¬ 
ten, but I do not believe that the 
style of democracy practiced in the 
Western system is necessarily suit¬ 
able for Norfolk Island; in that I 


believe that in Norfolk Island, the 
referendum must play a larger and 
more active role. 

"The wishes of the people are * 
more directly acceptable, and on 
formal matters they can be more 
readily obtained. 

"The case in favour of a refer¬ 
endum, and of thinking in terms 
of public majorities as it were 
scientifically ascertained, is a very 
important part of die way Norfolk 
can and must be governed in die fu¬ 
ture." 

Councillor Quintal: "I am going 
to do something I've never done 
before in my life._ 

"I'm going to ask you, and plead 
with you, to allow us to have our 
just right - and die just right I am 
referring to is a referendum, to 
settle this matter once and for all 
time. 

"Any laws that are made for Nor¬ 
folk Island, we have to live with 
them... 

"1 am asking you to allow us to 
have a referendum, so that the people 
could decide on the fferm of govern¬ 
ment that they wish to have. 

"I think it would be wrong for die 
Australian Government to tell us 
what we should have, because it is 
my opinion we should have the right 
of self-determination, in the form 
of a referendum." 

Councillor Snell; "It would probably 
be of assistance to all concerned to 
know what this Island wants. 

"If Council's decision cannot be 
accepted as the majority wish of the 
people, then let. us have a referen¬ 
dum on the main issues... 

"The United Nations Association 
of Australia has indicated that they 
would assist in this regard..." 


lies ahead for 

"In my wisdom, I proposed to 
the draughtsmen, after consultation 
with you, that the Bill be drawn up 
in a way... so that your Legislative 
Assembly didn't look like just an¬ 
other municipal council, with pow¬ 
er over roads and footpaths, which 
some of you may have thought, 
but that it had all the trappings 
of a Parliament... 

"You have an asset in your ap- 
roach to government, and that is, 
making decisions by consensus with 
the Administrator. And that’s been 
going on for a long time... 

"People like you, and no doubt 
it will include some or all of you. 


the Island? 

have to undertake something dif¬ 
ferent to what you've undertaken 
in the past - and that is responsibil¬ 
ity for making decisions, making 
laws, and carrying them into ef¬ 
fect. And the idea is that over a 
period those responsibilities will 
grow, until something like a full 
self-government is applicable to 
Norfolk Island.:. 

"We want to help you along the 
path - realising that there are pit- 
falls. 

"When 1 say that, I don't want 
to be paternalistic, I just want you 
to be realistic with me - that we 
want to help, but we don't want 
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this process to be bogged down in 
constitutional or international is¬ 
sues about whether this is a self- 
governing territory or not. 

"We don't accept it. 

"On the other hand, we accept 
that as part of Australia, it should 
have a democratic system of gov¬ 
ernment which enables it to main¬ 
tain its own affairs. 

"Within that context, if you think 
about what I've said, and you go 
away, and you come back to me 
with something - a statement of in¬ 
tent, or whatever you like - why 
I'll consider it. 

"But it is necessarily loose, and 
it's necessarily something that 
won't bind a future Parliament, or 
a future Government. It can only 
be a statement of intent. 

"It can't be a clause that will 
say that on such-and-such a date, 
certain things will happen, because 
those things can happen only if 
(a) the performance is there - and 
it's not a question of paternalism. 

It's a question of economics. It's 
a question of whether there are 
sufficient people on the Island pre¬ 
pared to involve themselves in the 
'responsibility, of political acts and 
political decisions..." 


The Council: 

Councillor Blucher: "This Bill be¬ 
fore us is, to me, just another un¬ 
satisfactory arrangement in a long 
line of unsatisfactory arrangements, 
in Acts and Bills and Ordinances, 
and inquiries, and Royal Com¬ 
missions dating back to 1896, when 
the people of this Island first lost 
self-government. 

"On past evidence, if no solu¬ 
tion is found this time, there will 
be a further list of Acts, Ordinances, 
Royal Commissions and so on - and 
while this is continuing, the unhappi¬ 
ness of this Island will also continue 
to ffOVI. 

"I feel that the problem is quite 
easy to state: free people like to 
have their freedom, and are satis¬ 
fied with nothing less." 

Councillor Nunn: "The ultimate 
objective should never, never, 
never be in doubt, and this is what 
worries us. 

"In your speech, Mr. Minister, 
you have so far mentioned - you 
started off with 'a suitable form 
of self-government’. After five 
years you moved on to ' a fuller 
stage of self-government'. And 
then finally you mentioned 
'something like full self-govern- 


Council’s objections 

TO THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL AS TABLED 
(Presented to Mr. Ellicott in written form on March 13th, 1979) 


1. The fundamental objection of 
the Norfolk Islanders is that no¬ 
where in the Bill is it recognised 
that in due course they are to ob¬ 
tain self-government in associa¬ 
tion with the Commonwealth of 
Australia. The purpose of all the 
discussions over the past year or so 
has been directed toward that end, 
and this appears to be implicit In 
the policy statement of the 8 th of 
May, 1978. 

2. The Norfolk Islanders also wish 
the Bill to recognise the fact that 
there ought to be what they call 
government by consent; that is to 
say, they have a right to deter¬ 
mine their own future. 

3. The Islanders also insist on 
having the right to carry out a refer¬ 
endum on any issue whatsoever which 
affects them. They want the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly to have the right 

to call a referendum on any issue 
at any time. 


4. It is accepted that the Bill 
should not provide for Immediate 
self-government, and that in the 
interim period there should be a 
transitional period. There are a 
number of ways of approaching this 
in the legislation, which can be 
discussed. 

6. The territory of Norfolk Island 
as described in Schedule 1 only refers 
to the physical land mass, and does 
not cover the territorial water and 
seabed around the Island. 

6. The specific comments on die 
parts of die Bill which require amend¬ 
ment must be considered in the light 
of the fundamental objection to the 
fact that the Bill does not provide, 
in its present form, for self-govern¬ 
ment. If there is to be Inserted a 
provision relating to future self-gov¬ 
ernment it would be necessary to 
provide for a substantial number of 
transitional provisions. 


ment'. 

"What we need to know is what 
the ultimate objective is... 

"I believe it's for the governed, 
and not for the governors, to de¬ 
cide upon the performance of their 
elected representatives. 

"It's the right of the Norfolk 
Island people to seek any change 
in the form of government, in their 
own wisdom, with their own sense 
of priorities and values. 

"Neither the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment of the day, nor its Minis¬ 
ters, being in various ways politi¬ 
cally oriented, with their own 
sense of priorities, and their own 
sense of what constitutes a worth¬ 
while life, - they cannot be ac¬ 
cepted as satisfactory judges as to 
the competence or otherwise of 
the government of Norfolk Island, 
for the people of Norfolk Island. 

"To suggest that the Common¬ 
wealth Government, or Its Minis¬ 
ters, should be the judge and jury, 
is, I say, Mr. Minister, extremely 
paternalistic and very degrading to 
the people of the Island." 

Councillor McIntyre: "The electors 
are deeply concerned that the ac¬ 
ceptance by the Island of the present 
Bill, with the difficulties unresolved, 
would be construed as an act of con¬ 
sent to the Island's relationship with 
Australia that the Bill contains... 


"If the Bill became an Act with¬ 
out the confidence of people, follow¬ 
ing die Act, then it would become 
an unfortunate duty to oppose the 
Bill and oppose the Act - and we 
hope to prevent that happening by 
talking with you about the improve¬ 
ment of the Bill and the attracting 
of public confidence to it." 

Councillor Quintal: "You said that 
if the Bill doesn't go through in the 
next few weeks, then there would 
be a long delay, perhaps 12 months. 

"Rather than hurrying the Bill 
through, 1 for one would rather wait 
for 12 months or even longer if we 
do not get what the people want. ” 

Councillor Snell: "Another basic 
principle is the enforcement of gov¬ 
ernment without consent. 

"If you will not accept what this 
Council's view is, you will not 
authorise a referendum, and the Bill 
is made law, then the government 
has been implemented upon die 
people of this Island against their 
will. 

"With all respects to justice and 
rights, this would be a catastrophic 
move, with far-reaching implica¬ 
tions. 

"The true spirit of the Norfolk 
Islander would never accept such a 
situation." 


1 0 
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...and a lew more words of 
guidance from Mr. Ellicott 


Mr. Ellicott: “You've asked the 
Government if you could have repre¬ 
sentation at the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission. The Government has been 
disinclined about that, for that very 
reason - because it doesn't regard 
Norfolk Island as a non-self-govern¬ 
ing territory. But as 1 say, having 
said it, it doesn't mean that the 
people of Norfolk Island cannot have 
self-government. That's why I said 
earlier this is developing into a bat¬ 
tle of words - it really is - and I 
would very much like you to think 
about that, because we'll get hook¬ 
ed up on some principle about; ah, 
whether Article 73 of the Charter 
applies or not..." 


Mr. Ellicott: "If you go off on this 
path of seeking some acceptance of 
a principle, you 'll get the place so 
twisted up, in my view, with philo¬ 
sophical and emotional attitudes 
that it will not unite Norfolk Island, 
it will divide it further. I believe 
there is enough division in the place 
already. ” 

Mr. Ellicott: "What is proposed 
here, and what is being proposed 
in the press... will have the effect 
of putting off the day when this 
Island sets off on the track of self- 
government for many, many years." 

Mr. Ellicott: "I've completely dis¬ 


agreed to what you've put to me. 

So be it. I’m working within my 
brief." ... •- 

Mr. Ellicott: "I thought I should 
say, before we adjourn, and remind 
you of what the Government's pol¬ 
icy is, because it's no good us beat¬ 
ing our heads against a brick wall." 

Mr. Ellicott: "I'm going back to 
Australia. I'm going to listen, be¬ 
fore I go back, to what you say 
and what people say to me, and 
I'm going to recommend to the 
Government that the Bill go into 
the-Bouse of Representatives as 
soon as it's practicable to do so af¬ 
ter due consideration has been gi¬ 
ven, and pass through the Parlia¬ 
ment, and then to present this 
Island with a form of self-govern¬ 
ment. " 


PITCAIRNERS? THEIR HOME IS ON 
PITCAIRN, THE ADMINISTRATOR SAYS 


NORFOLK'S AUSTRALIAN Adminis¬ 
trator has claimed in a national 
television programme broadcast by 
the Australian Broadcasting Com¬ 
mission that Pitcairn Island - ra¬ 
ther than Norfolk - is the home of 
the Pitcairners. 

Interviewed in a major docu¬ 
mentary report on Norfolk for 
the ABC's "Nationwide" programme, 
Mr. O'Leary'said "Norfolk Island¬ 
ers include those people who came 
from Pitcairn Island in 1856, and 
who are descendants from those 
people. 

"Norfolk Islanders are also people 
who have come from Australia, 

New Zealand, United Kingdom 
and elsewhere. 

"So 1 see Norfolk Island as the 
home of those people. 

"I would suggest to you that Pit¬ 
cairn Island is the home of the Pit¬ 
cairners, " he said. 


The TJatlonwide" documentary 
crew was permitted to film part 
of a meeting of die Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers, and interviewed Society 
President Ken Nobbs at length. 

The documentary also includes 
comments from President of Com¬ 
mittees Bill Blucher, Carol Adams, 
the editor of The News and the 
editor of the Norfolk Islander, 

Beryl Palmer and others. 

The ABC report says "Since 
Australia ass umed responsibility 
for the Island in 1914, there has 
been simmering discontent on both 
sides. But to a neutral observer, 
it does appear as though Australia 
is not only playing the role of the 
paternalistic ’big brother’, but 
what can only be described as the 
outdated role of a colonial power." 

There seems little doubt that 
Australia is in breach of its obli¬ 


gations under the United Nations 
General Assembly resolutions," 
the ABC says. 

Norfolk's inability to send repre¬ 
sentatives to the South Pacific 
Conference - despite its clear 
right to do so - is highlighted by 
the documentary. "One can only 
speculate about the reasons, ” says 
"Nationwide", 7,but the likely an¬ 
swers don't flatter Canberra. ” 



Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving ihe 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

V 2 cup canned mushrooms in 
butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vi cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

mi’s 

PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD_ 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
~V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - fbr our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaur^its. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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Letters to the editor 


A tribute 

Sir, 

May I pay tribute to the late Joe 
Jenldru. He wa* so very typical of 
Norfolk’s gentlemen - one who can 
never be replaced and one who will 
be sadly missed for many long years. 

If only he could have seen die 
beautiful final tributes, and the 
many, many friends who paid their 
last respects at the church and grave- 
si del 

He would have been so happy 
in the knowledge that we understood 
and loved and respected him. 

ELVA 

Sold dowi the ri ver 

Sir, 

I would like to clear up what I 
feel was a misunderstanding of a 
remark I made at the. Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety's meeting in Rawson Hall on 
7 th February. 

1 did not say, and certainly did 
not mean to imply, that our Coun¬ 
cil had ’sold us down the river*. 

My remark was meant for the per¬ 


son, or persons; responsible for the 
terms of the new Norfolk Island 
Bill as he, or they, knew without 
any doubt that those terms would 
not be acceptable to either Council 
or the people of Norfolk Island. 

MARIAN UNDERWOOD 

Dwight Allen's court 

Sir, 

Re Dwight Allen. He won the ten¬ 
der in 1896 for the Internal re-con- 
figuration of the Court House - 
£84.18.6. 

It would be a pity if this were 
ever to be destroyed. 

R.N. DALK1N 

(Note: Dwight Allen was recalled 
in Ray Hall's reminiscences, print¬ 
ed in "Norfolk Living" last month. 
Mr. Allen was an American whaler 
who settled on the Island 100 years 
ago. 

Bob Dalldn is a former Administra¬ 
tor of Norfolk, and a leading author¬ 
ity on the Island's history. 

When the restoration work on die 
Old Military Barracks is completed. 


it is planned to move Norfolk's 
elected representative body there, 
along with the Norfolk courts. The 
New Military Barracks, where: the 
Courtroom built by Mr. Allen is 
located, is to be fully taken over 
by Administration offices.) 

Italian correspondent 

Sir, 

First of all, excuse me for dis¬ 
turbing you and for my poor English. 

I am an Italian student. For a 
long time I have desired to corres¬ 
pond with some friends on Norfolk 
Island. 

1 hope you can help me because 
if you publish my name in your 
magazine certainly 1 will receive 
some letters and all will be wel¬ 
come. 

Please excuse me again sir but 
I sent this letter with sincere friend¬ 
ship and 1 am sure you help my de¬ 
sire for pen pals. 

I like friendly correspondence, 
stamps, cards, exchanging etc. 

I am grateful. 

Thank you in advance and please 
accept from Italy Best Greeting?. 

ANTONIO GUALTIERI 
VIA V.E. ORLANDO 115 
CATANIA - ITALY 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


COLO Hy 


STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.30 


TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35* 


/a m// y restaura^ 


OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK - MID-DAY MEALS FROM $ 


Taylor's Road opposite Rawson Hall 


B.Y.O. - No Corkage Charge 


Paul Reidy, Proprietor f 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

Ifltlt# 

%P0}0% 

I 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish V ^ 

Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 

rilhicom riihi Kumera ' J Jj 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie I Wsstffl 

Norfork IslAn^p^ddiitg ;> n j dfcfej 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the [\\ 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Eh/a’s 

Valley View Restaurant ^=»S 

New Cascade £oad 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 













Proud s 


NOftKX* iSi-ANO LMTW 


PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 

*5- 

The Danish Flora Danica jew&Uery 


ROUDS 



DIAMOND RUBY-SAPPHIRE EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



SHOP AT 

ROUDS 





SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more Informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it Is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
die permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on die 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126,000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public Income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, die hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefita does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some wpplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data nended by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring die his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in die Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to he put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die othef Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island’s form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port'a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. He resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island’s current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not Indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint. He is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home,. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In view of the Whitlam govern¬ 
ment's decision that Norfolk's form 
of administration was "outmoded 
and inappropriate" the Common¬ 
wealth arranged for a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up in 1975. Its 
purpose was to advise on Norfolk's 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, and what the Island’s future 
form of government might be. 

Most Norfolk witnesses said they 
thought the Island was faring rea¬ 
sonably well, and wanted only 
democratic government. The Nim- 
mo Report - the Report of the Roy¬ 
al Commission - was disdainful of 
the Island and said it should be 
tacked onto the Canberra elector¬ 
ate and made part of the Austral¬ 
ian governmental system. No 
referendum should be allowed on 
this, said the Report - the people 
of Norfolk were too confused to 


appreciate the issues involved. 

The Island reacted with aston¬ 
ishment and anger. The Norfolk 
Council presented a detailed and 
closely-reasoned reply to Judge 
Nimmo's 74 recommendations. 

The Commonwealth ignored the 
Island's views, and ridiculed 
"solemn declarations" signed by 
about two-thirds of the electors 
saying that they wanted Norfolk 
to have its own laws, benefits and 
taxes rather than being integrated 
into the Commonwealth. 

Council’s appeal to the U.N. made 
it clear that Norfolk simply would not 
wear theNimmo recommendations. 

In Dec., 1977, a new Minister - 
R.J. Ellicott, Minister for Home 
Affairs - took responsibility for 
the Island. So far as Norfolk 
was concerned he was welcomed 
as a saviour, because in 1975, as 
a private Queen's Counsel, he 
had collaborated in a carefully- 
researched legal opinion which 
said that Norfolk was separate and 
distinct from Australia, and that 
Australia had an obligation to ad¬ 
minister Norfolk solely for the bene¬ 
fit of the territory and its inhabi-, 
tants. 

As Minister in charge, Mr. Elli- 
cott suddenly announced a radical¬ 
ly different view. 'This is Austral¬ 
ia, ” he told people on Norfolk. 

" You are Australians. " 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - 
the Commonwealth's alternative 
to the Nimmo Report - was tabled 
in the Australian Parliament in No¬ 
vember, 1978. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had had several meetings with 
Mr. Ellicott about its form, but 
once the Bill was made public the 
people of Norfolk-saw that it would 
let them govern little more than 
"roads, drains and noxious weeds", 
and objected to it. 

On February 7 th, 1979, the Council 
voted 8-0 that the Bill was not accept¬ 
able because it did not grant a large 
enough measure of self-government, 
and invited more talks with Mr. Ellicott. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting Itself. 




GRUNDIG Satellit® 3000 


the super world receiver with digital 
frequency information for all fields! 


Already the name Satellit Is synonymous with a 
top class world receiver of the highest precision 
with an excellent power. However, this was not 
enough for our engineers. Their world-wide 
reputation spurred them on. The result: Satel¬ 
lit 3000. A fine example of the most modem total 
concept. With the most sophisticated features 
and ease of operation In both the AM and FM 
section. 

Wave band coverage, band spreading, Double 
Super principle, image rejection and power 
supplies of the Satellit 3000 correspond to those 
of the Satellit 2100. 


In addition the Satellit 3000 has 
more: 

Digital frequency display for all wave bands. The 
7 segment light diode display (LED) allows you 
to tune precisely using frequency tables, and to 
read off the reception frequency directly In MHz. 
On all wave bands! Accuracy: FM ± 10 kHz, AM 
± 1 kHz. 

Moreover, an important aid In re-locating a 
particular transmitter in the SW search. The 
digital display (5 segments) is equipped with 
quartz oscillator and ICs for frequency count. 
Field strength meter for all wavebands. 
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SUN 

18 March 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


"'Norfolk Island 


MON TUE WED 


IS 

.■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


20 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


21 

■Museum open (M1 - 4 . 30 ) 
■Film (Pds) . 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT8pm) 


25 26 

■Church services ■Housie (LC) 

■ Museum open(Ml-4.30) «Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


27 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

C’dant’s Din (G) 


28 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) ' 

■Open night (Nlty 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


1 April 

■Quhch services 
■Museum open (M l -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


2 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

■Films (Pds& LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pra' 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


4 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 
■Norfolk Island 
Council meets 
(A-2 pm) 


8 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


9 

■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


io 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (R5L8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant’s Din (G) 


11 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30 ) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


March 19th, 1790; The Sirius, which had arrived 
at Norfolk-six days earlier with a cargo of 271 con¬ 
victs and marines for the prison settlement, went 
onto the reef off Kingston. One of her anchors is in 
Macquarie Place, Sydney. Another is normally on 
display here, but is away for protective treatment. 
March 30, 1914: By Order-in-Councii, King George 
V placed Norfolk Island "under the authority of" the 
Commonwealth - but did not either cede or annex 


NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE - 


it to Australia. For the previous 18 years, following 
the loss of self-government, the Island had been ad- . 
ministered by New South Wales. 

April 7th, I960; The Norfolk Island Act 1957 came 
into effect, legally - but Norfolk Councillors re¬ 
fused to implement it because they believed it 
would make land taxes necessary. It was replaced 
by a different Act three years later. 


a great name in photography 
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CALENDAR 


THUR 

22 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


29 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

23 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


30 

■ Housie <RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

24 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


31 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
ftis month. The figure in 
the centre shows what pr>~ 
centige of die time there 
is no wind. K1 
N 



LOCATIONS 


5 

■Housie-(LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


6 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 

. ■Film (MRT8. 00) 


7 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■■Film (MRT8.00) 



A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicenten:..rti Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KQ -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest V- 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 





-CAMERALINES- 

Mow a 35mm that dates 

your pictures automatically 


Now a 35mm lightweight camera that not 
only gives you a handy pop-up flash, but it 
puts the date on the picture too. The Hi-matic 
SD is easy to use because it's fully automatic 
and so compact you can take it anywhere 
day or night. The Hi-matic SD with 
MEMODATE has a full information viewfinder 
that puts the easy to follow information you 
need for great photos, right before your eye. 
And the sharp Rokkor 38mm f/2.7 lens 
helps to give you great pictures everytime. 



you can 
depend on it 


it's from 
[ Camenafiqes. j 





PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 

TEI£PHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am -9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS ; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-6.30, 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 
A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Bums Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.3Oam-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Burnt Pine offic 
open 9-5 weekdays, iJ-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at die western edge .of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8. 30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 
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SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
•tPART OF THE 
ENJOYA BLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNT 
LODGE TAVERN. 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU -- AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
' "ABOARD THE . 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 


i <©®©€ mmm 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2 019 




Norfolk 

radio 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00. 2. 30, 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1. 05 


MONDAY 

3.15 What Ho Jeeves 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 60 Light Music from 

Netherlands 
12.06 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Many a Slip 
9.00 Feature Album 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Travels with Aunt 
10.05 Music from show! 

and films 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30'Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Trukking Time 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Many a Slip 

10.05 Down memory lane 
.10.45 Morning serial 
, 11.15 Book reviews 
- 1'. 30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 
7. 00 Pick of the week 
(comedy, drama and 
book reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Medical File 
10.05 Unnatural Death 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Exciting Lives 


11.30 Requests 
12.05 World affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 
4.30.Ron Glum 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

Jamboree 

7.00 (dn day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

3.15 I'm Sorry I'll Read 

That Again 
10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Story of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C.of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 

10.45 Top-of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7.05 Brotbers-in-Law 
8.00 Address Unknown 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

SUNDAY - 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7.00 Sunday Radio; 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
. Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94 . 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 


SjT Hotel co^M 



me 


<< YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
L k 1 .oVlNE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

&& 


‘a LbVELY DINING ROOM 
EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE M 

mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 




OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 


RING 2255 FOR BQOKING 




BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading Importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop - It** hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price; $2 - ©30." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under i mainland price." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
elec trip shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "The Rollet automatic 
SLR, model 35ME, complete with 
a 35mm wide-angle lens, 135mm 
telephoto lens, a gadget bag and 
electronic flash - a superb com¬ 
plete outfit for only $459." 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY. 
GIFT WRAPPINGS - 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

•t tbs 

TRADING 

POST 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 

iA. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE? 

o (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) ® 

m v n 

.ft* ^ 

G» V * 



0° v * v 

cn ^ 

abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+ab'c+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc 


Copies of "The Charter of May 8th, 1978’ 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50*. 




© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


i i"S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO ; 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop latent the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS; Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

HE TkA>lHtJ ftl$T 

Open Every Day 7.30 AM "7pM -Friday till 9 pm STi 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries'and ’tfeitMi-serve' items v 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes. ..wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopiners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con- 
diments... picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, ; 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cottoh, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of'the week, early & late. 





Norfolk EsEand: Australia’s time bomb in the Pacific? 

By RICHARD ALSTON 

PRESIDENT, UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA, and CHAIRMAN, AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL for OVERSEAS AID 


Australia's recent attempts to 
strengthen Its control over Norfolk 
Island are meeting with a spirit of 
defiance that is truly worthy of the 
descendants of the Bounty mutineers. 

At a meeting on February 7 die 
Island's eight man Council unani¬ 
mously rejected the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 by which the Australian 
Government plans to tighten the 
constitutional bonds with its South 
Pacific territory 1400 kilometres 
away. 

The Council is demanding not 
only that the Government scrap or 
revise substantial sections of the 
Bill, but that it provide a Queen's 
Counsel for the islanders to help 
them in their negotiations with the 
Australian Government. 

The Minister for Home Affairs 
Mr. Ellicott, who tabled the BUI 
last November, will now return to 
Norfolk Island in March for further 
discussions. 

Having been promised a substan¬ 
tial measure of self-government 
die islanders now feel betrayed and 
if the government refuses to water 
down die Bill they are threatening 
to take a range of counter measures, 
including an approach to the United 
Nations Decolonisation Committee 
and enlising support from sympathet¬ 
ic South Pacific governments. 

On the surface Norfolk Island is 
an unlikely place for political con¬ 
flict. The lack of television, 
traffic jams (cattle have right of 
way over cars) and Income tax mark 
it as a haven of peace in a troubled 
world. There is no industry and like 
a South Pacific Lichtenstein, the 
Island's revenue comes mainly from 
tourism and postage stamps. 

To the islanders, the Norfolk Isiand 
Bill is a serpent in paradise, threat¬ 
ening to disrupt the distinctive way 
of life they have enjoyed for die past 
123 years. 

The Island's social and constitution¬ 
al history is fascinating. When Cook 
discovered it in 1774 It was deserted. 

In 1788 it became the second British 
settlement in the Pacific, serving as 
a penal colony until 1813 when all 
the settlers and convicts were trans¬ 
ferred to New Norfolk in Tasmania. 
Re-opened as a penal settlement in 
1825, it soon acquired an infamous 
reputation for the brutal^treatment 
of convicts and in 1856 it was closed 
down again, this time for good : Nor¬ 
folk was offered to the Pitcairn Island¬ 


ers and the day of their arrival, June 
8, is now commemorated as Bounty 
Day. 

The British Government ruled die 
Island as a Crown Colony until 1914 
when the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment took over its admlnlstradon as 
an "external territory". Since then 
many other small South Pacific 
islands have progressed from colony 
status to independence, but Austral¬ 
ia has clung tenaciously to Norfolk. 

The latest sequence of events lead¬ 
ing up to the tabling of the Norfolk 
Island Bill 1978 began in 1975 when 
the Whitlam government established 
a Royal Commission under Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Nlmmo to report on the future 
status of the Island and its most ap¬ 
propriate constitutional relationship 
with Australia. 

When the report came out, island¬ 
ers were angered by the Royal Com¬ 
missioner's slighting references to 
the inbreeding of their ancestors. 
Neither did they see any virtue in 
his constitutional proposals : ac¬ 
cording to the Judge, Australia 
should either abandon Norfolk Island 
altogether or absorb it into metro¬ 
politan Australia, attach its people 
to an A.C.T. electorate, tax diem, 
and give them some autonomy 
through a modified form of munici¬ 
pal government. 

integration 

While it was quickly discerned 
that there would be some benefits 
(such as access to Australian social 
welfare benefits) the great majority 
of die 1600 permanent residents of 
die Island simply did not want to be 
integrated into Australian Society. 

Nothing further was done about 
Norfolk Island until May 8 last year 
when Mr. Ellicott announced that 
die government would not accept 
the principal recommendations of 
the Nlmmo Report, but would Instead 
move towards a substantial measure 
of self-government for Norfolk. 

The islanders were jubilant and 
anxious to co-operate with the Minis¬ 
ter in working out a new constitution¬ 
al formula : between May and Octo¬ 
ber a series of meetings was held be¬ 
tween Mr. Ellicott and the .Island's 
elected eight man Advisory Coun¬ 
cil, the Minister lnsis ting on closed 
sessions so that "delicate and sensi¬ 
tive matters" could be discussed as 


frankly as possible, but in reality 
depriving the Council of access to 
independent legal and political ad¬ 
vice. 

Whilst this may have seemed rea¬ 
sonable at the time, die residents 
have since been making their pro¬ 
tests known and the Councillors now 
feel confidentiality was a stratagem 
which allowed Mr. Ellicott to'make 
all the running without being ham¬ 
pered by unfavourable public opin¬ 
ion. 

The Norfolk Island Bill provides 
for a Westminster-style government, 
with an Administrator, an Executive 
Council and an elected Legislative 
Assembly : as every member: of the 
Assembly can be a member of the 
Council, the need for the Council 
to further regulate the affairs of 
some 900 voters is open to question. 
In any case, all real power and 
authority will rest in Canberra as 
some of the legislation’s salient fea¬ 
tures make clear: 

■While die Assembly will have 
the authority to legislate on a broad 
range of local government matters, 
its other very limited powers will be 
subject to the veto of the Adminis¬ 
trator. 

■ All other legislative powers will 
remain with the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and there is no commitment 
to a progressive transfer of author¬ 
ity let alone a timetable for "the 
substantial measure of self-govern¬ 
ment" of which Mr. Ellicott has 
spoken. 

■ All legislation concerning die 
Island can be disallowed by the 
Australian Governor-General with¬ 
in six months and the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment will retain the authority 
to alter or repeal the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Act at any time. 

The net result is that by a com¬ 
plex of legal entanglements the 
Island is as far from self-govern¬ 
ment as ever and the door remains 
open for its full incorporation into 
the political, economic and social 
structure of die Australian main¬ 
land. 

Does this matter? After all, the 
Hig)i Court decided in 1976 that the 
Australian Government had absol- . 
ute powers to make laws with re¬ 
spect to territories of die Common¬ 
wealth and the government argues 
that it should be trusted to continue 
its essentially benign rule of a smtU 
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island. 

Such an approach no longer holds 
much water. For better or for worse, 
in terms of political stability, since 
the Second World War United Na¬ 
tions membership has trebled as 
more than one hundred countries 
have emerged from the colonial 
yoke. Recent arrivals include Nauru 
(1968). Niue (1974) and Tuvalu (1978). 
each with a population of less than 
8 , 000 . 

Although Norfolk's economy is 
somewhat lopsided, the Island large¬ 
ly pays its own way. Political and 
social cohesion are high and the 
islanders find it irksome to be sub¬ 
jected in almost every area to die 
authority of the Administrator - 
currently a former senior ASIO of¬ 
ficial with a penchant for guided 
democracy. 

Administrator 

Mr. Ellicott's Bill has done noth¬ 
ing to diminish the Administrator's 
all-embracing powers. He can order 
any visitor from the Island at a mo¬ 
ment's nodce and is proud of his 
achievement in keeping "undesir¬ 
ables" away. Adult wages for cas¬ 
ual workers in the tourist industry 
fall as low as $50 for a 50 hour week, 
but any attempt to organise them 
would probably result in their being 
dismissed and'subsequently ordered 
from the Island in accordance with 
the Administrator's unique method 
of solving unemployment problems. 

The Administrator's opinion that 
the proposed legislation will reduce 
him to a role similar to that of an 
Australian State Governor is not 
borne out by an analysis of the 
measure proposed. 

He will remain deeply involved 
in all decisions of die Executive 
Council; he will have the sole right 
to convene and preside at all meet¬ 
ings and he will have die power to 
fire any Councillor if in his opin¬ 
ion there are "exceptional circum¬ 
stances" for doing so. In other 
words, die Island's small bureau¬ 
cracy will remain in his hands. 

Perhaps what concerns the island¬ 
ers most of all is the Australian 
Government's dogged insistence 
that Australia has no international 
obligations with respect to Norfolk 
Island and is free to dispense what¬ 
ever form of government it consi¬ 
ders appropriate. 

As a party to the UN Charter 
and a founding member of its De¬ 
colonization Committee, Austral¬ 
ia acknowledges that "all people 


have the right to self-determina¬ 
tion" and that immediate steps 
should be taken in non-self-gov¬ 
erning territories to transfer pow¬ 
ers to the people of those territor¬ 
ies in accordance with their wish¬ 
es. However, Australia has stout¬ 
ly maintained that Norfolk Island 
is not a territory under the UN um¬ 
brella, for the rather specious rea¬ 
son that no other nation has yet 
suggested that it is. 

When Australia signed the UN 
Charter in 1945 it agreed to regu¬ 
larly transmit information on over¬ 
seas territories considered to be 
non-self-governing. The govern¬ 
ment of the day nominated die 
Cocos Island and Papua but exclu¬ 
ded Norfolk Island. In 1960 the 
General Assembly laid down cer¬ 
tain principles to guide members 
in determinin g whether an obliga¬ 
tion existed to transmit informa¬ 
tion : the most important of these 
provided that there was a prima 
facie obligation in respect of a 
territory which is geographically 
separate and ethnically and/or 
culturally distinct from the coun¬ 
try administering it. 

crucial 

As the nearest part of the Aust¬ 
ralian mainland is about 1400 kilo¬ 
metres away it follows that if Nor¬ 
folk Islanders are ethnically or cul¬ 
turally different then the Austral¬ 
ian Government is in breach of its 
international obligations. 

At this point the ethnic compo¬ 
sition of Norfolk Island becomes 
of crucial importance. About 407c 
of the population are of Pitcairn 
descent, speaking their own language - 
a quaint mixture of West Country 
English and Tahitian; of the rest, 
about 23*5t are Australian, a further 
237c from New Zealand and 97> Bri¬ 
tish. 

Norfolk customs and the islanders' 
strong sense of community reflect 
their Polynesian background : they 
have their own hymns; gifts of fruit, 
vegetables and fish are often left 
anonymously at front doors, parti¬ 
cularly at those of the sick; all 
graves are dug by volunteers; and 
cattle and horses are free to graze 
on common land. 

In the light of these engaging and 
undeniably distinctive characteristics 
it is understandable that the islanders 
should consider that they have an in¬ 
ternational right to self-determina¬ 
tion. The preferred relationship 
with Australia would be a form of 
autonomy which would only allow 


the Australian government exclusive 
powers over foreign affairs and de¬ 
fence. 

The Australian government has 
so far resisted all suggestions that 
a referendum should be held to ap¬ 
prove die new arrangements and it 
has continued to deny the Island the 
right to take the seat set aside for 
it by the South Pacific Conference. 

Why Australia should be so anxious 
to tighten the bond with Norfolk Isl¬ 
and is a source of puzzlement. Rea¬ 
sons abound, but which one carries 
the most weight? The Island is an 
important base for the collection 
of meteorological informadon; its 
annual contribution of some $3 m 
foreign exchange earnings is most 
welcome; and one day it could be 
a valuable defence outpost. More 
recently however the government 
has claimed exclusive rights over 
all natural resources within a 320 
kilometre radius of Norfolk and 
while nothing has been said of¬ 
ficially about the possibility of oil 
and gas being found, a comprehen¬ 
sive economic survey being pre¬ 
pared by the Vice-Chancellor of 
New England University, Professor 
Gates, may shed more light on the 
importance of Norfolk as a source 
of energy. This report is expected 
to be released shortly. 

Current feeling on the Island can 
be gauged from a public meeting 
held on January 16 which unanimous¬ 
ly rejected die Norfolk Island Bill 
1978 in its present form on the 
grounds that: 

(a) it does nothing to guarantee 
any implementation of the people's 
just desire for self-determination 

(b) it continues the status of Nor¬ 
folk Island as a non-self-governing 
territory of Australia 

(c) it provides for a type of cabi¬ 
net government which is not consist¬ 
ent with open government and in¬ 
compatible with the idea of demo¬ 
cracy 

(d) it continues the form of gov¬ 
ernment of Norfolk Island as advi¬ 
sory only with real power in the 
hands of the Australian government, 
its officials and representatives. 

The decision to reject the Bill 
is a considerable set-back for Mr. 
Ellicott, who had been hoping 
that the Council would rubber- 
stamp the Australian proposals. 

He is now faced with die daunting 
task of working out a program for 
a real transfer of power to the Isl¬ 
and. This may be personally em¬ 
barrassing, but it now seems a 
necessary first step if further con¬ 
flict and antagonism are to be 
avoided. 
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"A MAGNIFICENT ONGOING SOURCE OF REVENUE FOR THE ISLAND..." 


How Norfolk 


THE HOBBY of coin collecting it 
very diverse and complicated, prob¬ 
ably even more so than the phila¬ 
telic market. 

Basically there are two collect¬ 
ibles; 

- regulation issue coinage, which 
ranges from early Roman and Greek 
coins to modern issues, and 

- non-circulating legal tender 
coinage, called throughout the in¬ 
dustry "N.C.L.T." issues. There 
hat been an enormous upsurge of 
collector interest in N. C. L. T. issues 
over the last 10 years and.this is the 
reason most Governments now have 

a numismatic section attached to 
their mints or treasuries. 

The sale of N.C.L.T. coins to 
collectors is now a very significant 
part of revenue for small economies. 
With the notable exception of Can¬ 
ada and South Africa, developed 
economies are not very active in 
the numismatic market. Probably 
this is because the revenue from 
their numismatic sections would be 
a very insignificant part of their 
gross national product. 

sold at a prariou 

Basically a N.C.L.T. coin is 
one where the intrinsic value Is 
higher than die face value, for ex¬ 
ample, in proof striking, where 
specially polished dies are used; or 
where regulation lme coinage has 
been struck in exotic metals such 
as sterling silver, gold or platinum. 

In all modem coin issuing authorit¬ 
ies, a small percentage of the an¬ 
nual regular coinage production la 
struck in proof. N.C.L.T., condi¬ 
tion for sale to collectors at a sub¬ 
stantial premium over face value. 

Tbit is quite distinct from regu¬ 
lation issue coinage which is col¬ 
lected in several conditions of qual¬ 
ity, depending on period In circu¬ 
lation, ranging from poor to Bril¬ 
liant Uncirculated, known as BU, 
which Is as the coin comes from 
die mint Coins In BU quality are 
understandably the most tougtt 
after by collectors. Coin Issuing 
authorities in recent years have 
marketed a percentage of the an¬ 
nual regulation issue coinage ser¬ 
ies mounted in folders, or cased, 
and with the mint insignia and Na- 


might issue its 

By Ken Cochrane 

donal emblem Inscribed on the 
folder or case. These sets are al¬ 
so sold to collectors at a premium 
price. 

Because of the present booming 
numismatic market some coin is¬ 
suing authorities have gone over¬ 
board with NCLT issues. This situ¬ 
ation has got to the stage where a 
coin is often Issued only In NCLT 



THE AUSTRALIAN TERRITORY 
OF OOCOS-KEELING ISLANDS 
HAD ITS OWN COINS FOR DEC¬ 
ADES. THEIR "PLASTIC TOK¬ 
ENS" WERE NOT A JOKE. THE 
ONE AT THE TOP IS WORTH 
$160 TODAY, IN VERY FINE 
CONDITION. 


proof condition, or of a denomina¬ 
tion and metal content totally un¬ 
rolled to circulation. A good ex¬ 
ample is the annual production of 
a Bahamas $2.500 gold piece. 

There Is now extreme buyer resist¬ 
ance to all forms of purely NCLT 
issues. A side effect of this is that 
the modem medalUc market has 
been badly depressed. - Sharp prac¬ 
tices by mints and individuals, and 
the short tlgfatediess or ignorance of 
Issuing authorities, have helped bring 
this situation about. 

The numismatic market is still 
very buoyant hot collectors are now 
much more discerning than they were 
a few years ago. Many ill-advised 
recent numismatic Issues have not 
been successful, usually because of 
NCLT abuses. Basically, collectors 
now Insist on a quality product and 
a history of responsibility by the 
mint and issuing authority. 


own coinage 


NCLT issues are readily accept¬ 
able provided there Is an identical 
regulation series issue. Where an 
issuing authority is very small, utili¬ 
zes the currency of a mother coun¬ 
try, and does not have banking auton¬ 
omy or the right to exercise exchange 
control, coinage lnues are very 
small and designed not to affect the 
pre-existing system. These issues 
are usually about 50* NCLT and 
50* regulation coinage issue. The 
regulation coinage Is very often 
packaged In series as previously 
described, and does not In fact en¬ 
joy genuine circulation. In a case 
where there Is a lot of passing Baf¬ 
fle or tourism these coins ate sold, 
in addition to the numismatic mar¬ 
ket, at very real souvenir items. 

With small issues of this type, 
where exchange ayeemeats would 
not be entered into, the Govern¬ 
ment or Administration of the issu¬ 
ing authority would guarantee to 
redeem the coinage at par in the 
pre-existing circulating currency. 

This guarantee la, l&practlce, 
never exercised. 

getting Into coinage 

To explain how the world nu¬ 
mismatic maritet operates, consi¬ 
der as an example a small author¬ 
ity wishing to issue coins for reven¬ 
ue-raising, but not having much 
idea how to go about It. 

The obvious first stop Is a? con¬ 
tact a mint. This should be done 
with care. Seme private mints 
have very sharp marketing prac¬ 
tices. Many government prints are 
not renowned for quality and have 
a poor or non-existent marketing 
division. 

A perfect situation for the mint 
is where an agreement is secured 
with the intending Issuing author¬ 
ity whereby a minimal royalty Is 
paid to die lamer for each coin 
struck and the mint has a monopoly 
over marketing and virtually flee 
rein over the nature of mintage*. 

A perfect situation for the intend¬ 
ing Issuers is where the minting is 
handled by a Government mint with 
all costs borne by the mint, either 
as economic aid (in the case of a 
foreign mint) or as fatherly love 
(in the caw of an Administering 
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power), with the quality of the mint¬ 
age being of high art form, and the 
intending issuer having the capac¬ 
ity and knowledge to handle its own 
marketing. 

I would like to reinforce factors 
which determine the value and mar¬ 
ket acceptance of a modern numis¬ 
matic coin issue. 

1. Regulation coin issue with an 
NCLT component not larger than 
50^ of issue. 

2. Size of the mintage - smaller 
the better. 

3. Quality of the product. 

4. Past record of responsibility by 
Issuing authority and mint. 

5. Historical interest in and ethnic 
background of issuing authority. 

6. Inbuilt demand such as tourist 
industry and proximity and familiar¬ 
ity to a large collector nation. 

Consider the following tiny scraps 
of land in the world which are com¬ 
parable to Norfolk in that they are 
territories, colonies, dependencies, 

Anguilla, Tuvalu, Dominica, 
Antigua, Tristan de Cunha, Falkland 
Is., Norfolk Island, Barbuda, Br. Vir¬ 
gin Is., Gibraltar, Pitcairn Island, 
Belize, Brunei, Gilbert Is., St. Hel¬ 
ena, Ascension, Cayman Is., Niue, 
St. Kitts, Bermuda, Channel Is., 



TUVALU WAS PERMITTED TO 
ISSUE ITS OWN COINS WHILE 
IT WAS STILL A BRITISH COL¬ 
ONY. 



PAPUA NEW GUINEA HAD A 
WIDE RANGE OF COINS WHILE 
IT WAS STILL A TERRITORY 
OF AUSTRALIA. 


Isle of Man, Nevis, Turks, Cocos 
Keeling Is., Montserrat, St. Lucia, 
Caicos, Cook Is., St. Vincent, Tok¬ 
elau Is. 

All the above except Pitcairn, 

Niue and Norfolk Island havd Issued 
their own coinage. The Gilbert 
Islands will be issuing early this year. 
In none of these places is a coin issue 
justified on an economic size basis. 
Norfolk would probably rank higher 
in collector interest than most of 
these territories. 

There has been a thought express¬ 
ed that a single commemorative is¬ 
sue would best benefit the Island. 

This type of issue would not be well 
received by collectors in today's 
market, and an NCLT edition could 
definitely not be recommended. A 
commemorative coin would be of 
interest to Islanders and tourists, but 
revenue potential from this source 
would be very limited, as this would 
be a one-only and once-only issue. 

The revenue from a series would 
be many multiples of that gained 
from a single commemorative issue. 
Also the series, if marketed with re¬ 
sponsibility and restraint, would be 
a magnificent ongoing source of 
revenue for the Island. 

I should mention that at no time 
should there be any intention to re¬ 
place Australian coinage, nor should 
there be any intent to create our own 
monetary system. 



H 
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NORFOLK’S OWN COMMUNITY HELP PLAN 
SEES EVERY RESIDENT AS AN INDIVIDUAL 


A UNIQUE social services system, 
desigped specifically to meet Nor¬ 
folk's real needs without undermin¬ 
ing the Island's strong traditions of 
family and neighbourly help, has 
been drafted by Council's Social 
and Welfare Committee and re¬ 
leased for public discussion. 

Copies of the seven-page outline 
are available on request at Kings- 

The draft programme is a power¬ 
ful demonstration of the fact that 
Council understands Norfolk far 
better than even the most eminent 
Canberra experts can. 

Australia's only positive plan for 
future social service benefits on the 
Island has been the sweeping recom¬ 
mendation, contained in the Nimmo 
Report, that the entire mainland bene¬ 
fits system should be extended to co¬ 
ver the Island. 

That recommendation has met 
deep opposition on the Island from 
Council and from residents who saw 
it as seriously damaging to Norfolk's 
traditional way of life. 

The Discussion Paper" tabled by 
the Social atriLWelfare Committee's 
secretary, Councillor Bryan Nunn, 
proposes that 

• Island pensions should not be 
available to anyone who has not 
lived on Norfolk for 15 years of his 
or her life. 

• Pensions should not be "portable" 
if the recipient moves away. 

•Pensions and other benefits will 
be paid only where they are actually 
needed, as determined by a three- 
person Social Services Board, using 
an annual means test and other in¬ 
formation. 

• Invalid pensions would cover any¬ 
one in need who was unable to work 
at an age over 16. 

• Age pensions would start at age 
60 for women, 65 for men. 

• Widow's pensions, supporting 
mother's benefits, double orphans 
benefits and handicapped children 
benefits would be available if need¬ 
ed. 

•The amount of pension or bene¬ 
fit will vary from one person to an¬ 
other, depending on need. 

•Special assistance will be avail¬ 
able in Individual cases - in addi¬ 
tion ta pensions if necessary. 

• Local hospital and medical costs 
would be reduced or eliminated for 
anyone receiving a pension, depend¬ 
ing on the person's total income. 

•There will be close co-ordina¬ 
tion with existing community groups 


to preserve and strengthen the Island's 
well-established, "informal” social 
services systems. 

The Social Services Board would 
be a separate statutory body. One 
member would be appointed by the 
Norfolk Island Assembly, one by 
Australia (so long as Australia has 
a share of the responsibility), and 
one from the public. 

The Board would maintain a list 
of all residents who might be elig¬ 
ible for benefits of any kind. By 
continuous reviewing of the list, 
acting on personal knowledge of 
each individual, the Board would 
look for persons who might be in 
need of help - a pension, special 
assistance, better housing or facil¬ 
ities, or "special problems of a so¬ 
cial nature" such as not being able 
to drive a car. 

"Special assistance" is one of the 
parts of the draft system which makes 
it highly "Norfolk" and very differ¬ 
ent from the vast, impersonal sys¬ 
tems which operate in large coun¬ 
tries. 

As examples of special needs, 
the Discussion Paper mentions - 

•Need for a Norfolk pension 
even though the person is living 
overseas (for example, while wait¬ 
ing to qualify for a pension there.) 

• Children’s benefits extended 
past the age of 16 in special situa¬ 
tions. 

•A larger-than-normal pension 
if needed. 

• Additional medical or hospital 
expenses. 

•Help with hospitalisation or ac¬ 
cident insurance premiums. 

• Help with electricity or tele¬ 
phone costs. 


It your A 
Island- mL 

keep ¥ 
Tkxjblk 
dean! 


new refrigerator, etc. 

In the case of prisons who were un¬ 
able to handle pension payments sen¬ 
sibly - die Discussion Paper mentions 
alcoholics and die mentally Infirm 
as examples - up to 60^: of pension 
payments might be made in a spe¬ 
cial form. This could mean mak¬ 
ing the payments to a guardian, 
paying die person's bills directly, or 
issuing credit vouchers good for cer¬ 
tain kinds of purchases. 

Recommendations of the Board 
would be subject to approval by the 
Norfolk Island Assembly Minister re¬ 
sponsible for social services. 

Any resident who was dissatisfied 
with the working of the system 
would be able to approach members 
of the Assembly, or to take the mat¬ 
ter to die Court of Petty Sessions. 

The Discussion Paper sets out a 
range of pensions and other benefits 
up to $62 per week for a married 
couple, but Councillor Nunn em¬ 
phasized to Council that the figures 
are not firm recommendations. 

Their main purpose is to illustrate 
how pensions would vary according 
to other outside Income. 

The actual pension levels would 
need to be set in accordance with 


• "One-time" needs such as air¬ 
fares, house repairs, provision of a 


the cost of living at the time the 
system goes Into effect. 



Fascinating, detailed account of 1 
the historic Kingston graves, 
including a fold-out plan of the 
cemetery. An essential guide for 
visitors. 

I Tremendous value at $3.60 from 


Post, Bums Philp, the Tourist Bureau 
or Leeside. Also ask for Marvel Hoaio' 
Ramblers Guide to Norfolk Island. 
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200-MILE OCEAN ZONE IS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF NORFOLK, COUNCIL DECLARES 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND Council on 
Match 7th formally claimed the 
sea and seabed within 200 nautical 
miles of the Island as an economic 
zone which is an integral part of 
die Island. 

Mos^ of the zone had not previous¬ 
ly been claimed by anyone. It has 
been assumed that Australia would 
claim the zone, because Australia 
has two pieces of legislation in pro¬ 
cess - the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 
and the Fisheries Amendment Act 
1978 - which are worded to allow 
Norfolk no waters at all, and to 
claim the Island's waters as part 
of Australia's fisheries. But the 
Bill has yet to be passed, and the 
Act has yet to be proclaimed. 

Council acknowledged that Nor¬ 
folk is not able to police the zone 
with military force. But the claim 
has points of validity: 

• Physically the zone is contiguous 
with Norfolk, and is geographically 
remote from any other land. 

• The claim is consistent with 
actions taken by many islands and 
coastal nations. 

• The Council, as the rally elect¬ 
ed representatives of the people of 
Norfolk, is the only body that could 
democratically make such a claim 
on behalf of the people of Norfolk. 

• Most of the area was unclaim¬ 
ed. A first claimant has a special 
position: others may dispute an 
original claim, but they can suc¬ 
ceed only by persuasive logic or by 
force. 

Council's declaration was passed 
7-0, with Councillor Buffett abstain¬ 
ing from voting. Moved by Coun¬ 
cillor Bennett and seconded by Coun¬ 
cillor Nunn, it read: 

"This Council deolares that it re¬ 


gards the sea and seabed within 
200 nautical miles of Norfolk Island 
as being an economic zone which 
is an integral part of Norfolk Island, 
and which should be exploited in 
an ecologically sound manner, with 
the economic benefits arising from 
the zone being applied solely for 
Norfolk Island and its inhabitants; 
and Council asks the Commonwealth 
Government to honour the intention 
of this declaration, and to make 
known the existence of this declara¬ 
tion, to anyone interested in exploit¬ 
ing the resources of die Norfolk Isl¬ 
and 200 mile zone." 

The declaration was formally 
lodged by transmission through nor¬ 
mal channels to Australia's Depart¬ 
ment of Home Affairs, which is 
responsible for all Norfolk adminis¬ 
trative matters. 

In supporting the motion to ap¬ 
prove die declaration, Councillor 
Bennett said "There is certainly no 
way the Norfolk Island Council could 
apprehend and restrain anyone who 
wished to violate our claim. It is- 
perfectly clear that anyone who 
wished to ignore such a claim, and 
move in and take what they could, 
could do so without our having any 
naval, military or police force to 
stop them. 

"But die world does not consist 
only of bandits," he said. 

"Most nations of the world are 
concerned about respecting the 
rights and the claims of other 
peoples of the world." 

Councillor Bennett said the de¬ 
claration was intended "to make 
law-abiding persons and countries 
aware that the people of Norfolk 
Island regard their 2 00-mile zone 


as part of their Island, in the same 
way that islands and indeed con¬ 
tinents all around the world re¬ 
gard their 200-mile zones as be¬ 
ing part of their reasonable terri¬ 
tory. " 


FLAG OF 
LOYALTY 

A "NORFOLK FLAG” - carrying the 
Union Jack in the upper left and 
a green Norfolk pine on the white 
field - was raised by the Society 
Of Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers on February 18th. 

The flag now flies every day on 
a flagpole outside the Valley View 
Restaurant in New Cascade Road, 
and has become an Island tourist 
attraction. 

The flag-raising was featured in 
an Australia-wide TV show in March, 
reported elsewhere in this issue. 

Emotions ran high for a day or 
two before the flag went up. A 
heavy timber and concrete support 
for the flagpole was imbedded deep 
in the ground outside Norfolk Village 
by Society members on the 17tb, but 
that night it was vandalised, being 
chain-sawed off at ground level. 

The Society has proposed the flag 
as the future symbol of the Island, 
following a Council invitation for 
members of the public to submit 
desigis. The Society points out that - 

• The flag symbolises that Nor¬ 
folk is a separate and distinct Brit¬ 
ish settlement, established as the 
Pitcairners' homeland by Queen Vic¬ 
toria in 1856. 

• The Union Jack symbolises the 
loyalty of the people of Norfolk to 
the Queen, as British subjects. 

• The Norfolk pine "symbolises 

our loyalty and devotion to our Island". 



DCLUSIVE anmRf IN 


EVERY WOMAN OF TASTE DESERVES TO HAVE AT LEAST 
ONE OR TWO ITEMS FROM THE FABLED COLLECTIONS OF 



Only at Piccadilly, at prices which are a pleasant surprise 
TAYLOR'S ROAD, ACROSS FROM THE STRA ND “ARCADE 
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DO COMMONWEALTH EXPERTS KNOW SOMETHING THEY HAVEN'T TOLD US? 


Oil in the Norfolk zone? Yes, there may be! 


OFFSHORE OIL within Norfolk Island's 
200-mile zone is a distinct geologi¬ 
cal prospect - and according to one 
published account, is a "90*51: cert¬ 
ainty". 

This dramatic revelation was 
made on the Island late in February 
as the result of remarks made here 
by one of the world's leading author¬ 
ities In petroleum geology. 

Dr. Sherman Wengerd, a former 
President of the American Associa¬ 
tion of Petroleum Geologists - the 
largest scientific geological society 
in die world - told The News that 
"seismic shots" near Norfolk have 
indicated that die Norfolk Ridge 
contains a thick stratographic sec¬ 
tion of the kind that is characteris¬ 
tic of oil .deposits. 

The Norfolk Island Council had 
not been informed by the Common¬ 
wealth of the seismic research re¬ 
sults. 

Dr. Wengerd was reported by 
"The Norfolk Islander" to have told 
the Norfolk Island Lions Club that 
he regarded oil under the seabed 
within 200 miles of Norfolk a 90*5fc 
probability. 

Such a statement would be an 
extraordinarily positive one for a 
geologist of world renown. A num¬ 
ber of Lions Club members do not 
recall his having made such a 
definite statement - but others who 

ere present have told The News 
hst "he definitely said it". 

Dr. Wengerd flew on to New Zea¬ 
land the morning after his Lions 
talk, and The News has been un¬ 
able to reach him for clarification. 

Dr. Wengerd was visiting Norfolk 
on a brief holiday. He had just 
spent qearly five months in Aust¬ 
ralia, where he had extensive dis¬ 
cussions with professional geological 
colleagues, petroleum experts and 
Government authorities. 

In a News Interview prior to the 
Lions Club meeting, he said that 
the waters over the Norfolk Ridge 
are deep enough so that it is prob¬ 
ably not economic to do exploratory 
drilling there now. 

But he said that drilling is being 
done in progressively more difficult 
areas around the world. Where a 
large oil field is in prospect, he 
said, drilling can now be done in 
5,000 foot depths. 

He said that further exploration 
of the Norfolk fUdge would heed to 
start with detailed additional seis¬ 


mic work over the rises in the Ridge.. 

If that work supported further ex¬ 
ploration expense, drilling would 
be the next step. He indicated 
that putting down a single drill hole 
into the Ridge might involve $5 
million or more in costs. The op¬ 
eration of a modern drill ship costs 
about $100, 000 a day, and drilling 
one hole could take a month or two. 

The seismic work mentioned by 
Dr. Wengerd puts a dramatic new 
light on Australia's extensive pres¬ 
sure during the past 2$ years to in¬ 
tegrate Norfolk into the Common¬ 
wealth political system. 

If Norfolk remains a separate non¬ 
self-governing territory, under Aust- 
raUan administration but not owned 
by Australia, the benefits of a off¬ 
shore oil field near the Island would 
belong to Norfolk. But if Norfolk is 
legally made a territory "of" Aust¬ 
ralia, existing Australian laws and 
High Court decisions would auto¬ 
matically put the benefits Into die 
Commonwealth Treasury. 

Ever since the issuance of the Nlm- 
mo Report in 1976, the Island has 
hunted in vain for a plausible rea¬ 
son for Australia's refusal to let 
Norfolk develop its own local self- 
government, and its refusal to al¬ 
low Norfolk electors to vote at refer¬ 
endum on the matter. 

The possibility of offshore oil was 
rumoured, but so far as the Island 
knew the only indication of possible 
deposits was an aerial magnetomet¬ 
er survey made some years ago. It 
revealed a magnetic anomaly about 
ISO miles south of the Island, but 
petroleum industry experts regard¬ 
ed it as being only mildly interest¬ 
ing. 

The revelation that considerable 
additional geological work has been 
done - increasing rather than reduc¬ 
ing the likelihood of ail being found - 
suggests a powerful motive for Aust- 
ralia’S deep possessiveness toward 
Norfolk. 

Whether the Island retains its pol¬ 
itical separateness, or is annexed 
into Australia, may suddenly have 
become a $64 million - or a $640 
million • question. 

The News asked Dr. Wengerd 
when he thought world economic 
conditions might make it practical 
to drill on the Norfolk Ridge. 

"Your guess is as good as mine," 
he said. 

He pointed out that from a geo¬ 


logical point of view there is no 
shortage of petroleum in die world. 
But the realities of polid cal and 
economic problems of production 
and distribution determine where 
oil it sought; and where it is pro¬ 
duced. 

Those realities have been under¬ 
going a revolution in recent yean. 
Oil-producing countries have thrown 
off 50 yean of control established 
by "the seven slsten” - Exxon, 

Shell. BP, Gulf. Texaco. Mobil 
and Chevron. The price of crude 
oil has multiplied without any ser¬ 
ious effect on market demand, and 
it continuing to rise. 

Meanwhile geological and off¬ 
shore drilling techniques have been 
improved tremendously. Stimu¬ 
lated by oil deposits in the North 
Sea and by a boom in oceanograph¬ 
ic research, new equipment and 
methods have been developed, 
some of diem sounding like science 
fiction. The world's major oil com¬ 
panies are (killing in depths that 
would have been unthinkable only 
a few years ago. 

Dr. Wengerd’s visit to Norfolk 
was a "sentimental journey", part 
of a long holiday he and hit wife 
have been taking, following his re¬ 
tirement after 29 yean as Professor 
of Geology at the University of New 
Mexico. 

During World War 11, on duty with 
theU.S. Navy, Dr. Wengerd did 
some top-secret work in the planning 
of possible South Pacific air bases. - 
He studied aerial photographs of 
both Lord Howe and Norfolk - and 
liked their looks. He thought if ! 
ever he reached retirement one day, 
and could travel, he would like to 
visit both. 

He and Mrs. Wengerd arrived here 
late in February, after several 
months in Australia and a short stay 
at Lord Howe. They flew on to New 
Zealand on February 28th. 

During his university professorship. 
Dr. Wengerd undertook many con¬ 
sulting assignments with both the 
"majors" and die Independents" in 
the world oil industry. 

He was one of only two professors 
ever elected to the Presidency of 
the prestigious American Association 
of Petroleum Geologists. He has 
been listed in "Who's Who in Amer¬ 
ica" for the past nine years. He 
was active with the U. S. Naval Re¬ 
serve as an instructor in oceano- 
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graphy, and retired in 1966 with the 
rank of Captain. 

Dr. Wengerd told The News that 
one of the basic problems in oil ex¬ 
ploration is getting solid concessions, 
covering the terms on which explora¬ 
tion is to be don?, and how the pro¬ 
fits will be shared if oil is found. 

He pointed out that Shell and Esso 
had had "great concessions" off Viet 
Nam - which vanished in the war. 

He said that as a rule of thumb, 
it takes 7-10 years from the incep¬ 
tion of an idea for exploring a parti¬ 
cular area until production actually 
begins. 

Whether there is a large field of 
oil off Norfolk, no one in the world 
will know for sure unless a drill goes 
down and finds it. 

But the chances of its being there 
now seem significant. With a world 
petroleum authority suggesting that 
Norfolk would do well to look to 
its surrounding 200-mile zone, there 
is at least a plausibility that future 
generations on the Island might have 
a source of export earnings that could 
keep the public revenue account in 
the black. 

Would it be a good thing for them, 


or for the Island? That's a very dif¬ 
ferent question, but one they no 
doubt would be willing to grapple 
with. 


COUNCIL QUESTION 
LODGED FOR REPLY: 

Cr. McIntyre: "... Would the Min¬ 
ister please inform Council what 
geological studies have been made, 
to the Government's knowledge or 
belief in recent years, of areas 
within 200 nautical miles of Nor¬ 
folk Island; what in general terms 
these studies have indicated as to 
deposits, possible deposits of oil, 
minerals and the like; and where 
copies of reports of such studies 
may be obtained. 

'If it is the Government’s inten¬ 
tion that the exploitation of any 
such deposits should be administer¬ 
ed so that the resulting royalities, 
taxes and so on would be applied 
solely for the benefit of Norfolk 
Island and its inhabitants, will the 
Minister please assure Council of 
this intention as soon as possible. 

"If the Government has not yet 


completed plans for declaring a 
200 nautical/mile economic zone 
protecting rights to oil, minerals 
and the like around Norfolk Island, 
will the Government please do so 
as soon as possible in a manner 
which assures all royalities, taxes 
etc. from such deposits for the 
benefit of Norfolk Island and its 
inhabitants." 


"CAUTION", LOCAL EXPERTS SAY 

TWO NORFOLK residents with dist¬ 
inguished international experience in 
the petroleum industry voiced caut¬ 
ions to anyone hoping that offshore 
oil could be a bonanza for die Island 
in the near future. 

Gordon Duvall told The News that 
while there are possibilities of oil 
around the Island, uninformed and 
excited comments about a big strike 
in the offing would be irresponsible. 

Geoff Hazzard said that "some" 
oil can be found almost anywhere, 
but that oil in commercial quanti¬ 
ties is very different. He thought if 
there should be oil produced from 
die Norfolk Ridge, "it won't be in 
this century". 



NORFOLK'S 200-MILE ZONE WILL APPARENTLY BE 'CLAIMED' AND ADMINISTERED BY AUSTRALIA, BUT MINISTER 
R.J.ELUCOTT TOLD COUNCIL IN MARCH THAT HE KNEW NO REASON WHY "SOME OR ALL" OF THE NET BENEFITS 
SHOULD NOT GO TO THE ISLAND. HE INVITED COUNCIL TO DISCUSS ThE SITUATION WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 











Norfolk 

(Ray Hall recently was on Norfolk 
for three months with his wife, 

Nicki, and two-year-old son, Sam. 

Ray was born on Norfolk and is the 
son of Avis Dunning. Back in Van¬ 
couver, B. C. now, Ray had two 
interviews with The News before 
he left. Here we continue more 
of his reminiscences.) 

Talking of fainily life twenty- 
five to thirty years ago on the Isl¬ 
and and of family life today, Ray 
commented: 

"I would say Norfolk would qual¬ 
ify as a matriarchal society. By 
that, I mean that the Norfolk 
women seemed to determine a lot 
of the directions that the family 
took and the big decisions. Their 
opinions were really taken into ac¬ 
count. There were so many strong, 
intelligent women. They preserved 
the culture. You had the extended- 
family feeling here. Grandmothers, 
grandfathers were included. Older 
children looked after younger. 

Because of that, much of life 
would centre around mothers, aunts 
and grandmothers. They had a big 
say in the daily lives of the people 
and In the community. The men 
respected them. There was less 
evidence of that male macho thing 
v hen 1 was a kid than there is now. 

"There could be a comparison 
here to Southern Italy. I remem¬ 
ber very strong feelings of religious 
tenacity. Of course, there were 
just as many people who drank too 
much and just as many lives affect¬ 
ed by alcohol as there are now. 

No drugs, of course. The tradi¬ 
tional beer drink was called 'soop'. 

A very potent brew! 

"I think that my upbringing was, 
in a way, more permissive than 
life is for the young nowadays. 

Maybe permissive isn’t the right 
word • you were just included 
and allowed to take part. If there 
was a party on, you were there. 

You were an individual in your 
own right. 

"The tendency now is to have 
everything neatly organised so you 
can go out and have FUN - there 
may be only two of you. That’s 
the kind of thing that was attrac¬ 
tive about Norfolk - you had your 
place, you had your family, you had 
your relations, and you didn’t feel 
it was a bore and it wasn't a chore 



and you-looked forward to seeing 
them. 

"I think this is changing but it 
hasn't changed completely. I have 
been here for the last three months - 
I can see how our son has been tak¬ 
en care of and included in every¬ 
thing. So, I don't think it has 
changed entirely and I hope it won't 
ever change because I think it’* a 
very positive aspect of the life here. 

"WhenT was a child, I knew Nor¬ 
folk was the best and most interest¬ 
ing place to live in - - and it’s not 
surprising that most of the Norfolk 
children I interviewed for a Ger¬ 
man radio program said they were 
not going to leave Norfolk Island. 
They don’t have to leave to know 
ot to have some comparison as to 
what their lives might be elsewhere 
and what they would not have. 

"There seems to be an ability 
to take care of yourself here --to 
fix something -- the girls are good 
in die kitchen and can sew some¬ 
thing -- I think Norfolk girls under¬ 
stand how things work. That's part 
of any rural community -- to be 
Involved. On Norfolk Island prac¬ 
tically everybody gets involved 
in every aspect of daily living. 

You don't find lives so compart¬ 
mentalised. " 

Ray continued to discuss other 
aspects of family life on Norfolk 
and we got on to the subject of the 
sharing of vegetables and the Poly¬ 
nesian customs of the Islanders. 

"There’s an interesting thing a- 
bout the sharing of vegetables, " 
he said. "In the west coast of 
Canada, the American Indians who 
live there had for many years, up 
until the whites came along and 
stopped them from doing it, a cus¬ 
tom called ’potlotch*. If you 
wanted to destroy someone in the 
eyes of the community you sum¬ 
moned all of your friends and liter¬ 
ally heaped gifts on this person to 
the point where they were so ash¬ 
amed that they could never return 
diem - these magnificent gifts in 
kind - that the person simply faded 
from the community. There is an 
aspect to Norfolk Island interesting¬ 
ly enough where you cannot escape 


LIVING 

from some people's houses without 
being loaded down wKh stuff and it 
puts you on the spot because you 
are expected to respond. It's a 
carryover from the Tahitian - it’s 
a specific'thing* 1 remember 
when I was a kit! myself my mother 
would say, 'We won't go over to 
such-and-such's place because 
they've got lots and lots of ripe ban¬ 
anas and we don't need any more 
bananas.' 

"And if you want to upset some¬ 
one and get in their bad books the 
quickest way here is by giving him 
or her a gift that they can't possibly 
return.. Things, money, objects 
or just being so magnificently gen¬ 
erous that you shame die other per¬ 
son and it is obviously kinder and 
more intelligent not to do that. 

"It has a lot to do with the reason 
people drink as much as they do here. 
If you go to someone's house • it's 
a very traditional Polynesian thing - 
if you do not accept their food or 
their drink then you are saying T 
think I am better than you and I'm 
not really happy in your house.' 

That is die worst crime here. Even 
if you are drinking in a bar or at a 
picnic and you don't drink as much 
as your host or hostess wants you to 
then they feel you haven't had a 
good time. I don't think it is ever 
articulated that way - and this com-. 
munlty isn't exclusive in having 
those feeling* - it's quite Polyne¬ 
sian. People will force things on 
you to demonstrate to you where 
you are placed as far as your friend¬ 
ship is concerned. It is a demonstra¬ 
tion of 'I like you and I want you to 
like me and here is solid proof of it.' 
It is gauged very carefully. 

"There are, of course, people on 
the Island who can't possibly repay -- 
who are destitute -- who will always 
be taken care of. And there is an 
understanding and appreciation that 
die person who is taken care of has 
pride and you do not let him feel he 
is a welfare case. Yet they'll have 
a charity 'do' rlgit out in the open 
for someone and it’s quite blatant, 
straight-forward and serves the pur¬ 
pose. In this case, whomever the 
charity 'do' is for doesn't feel he or 
she is a nuisance because everyone 
is so obviously enjoying it. 

"One of the things you must do 
in diis community is to gauge the 
attitudes and sentiments and see 
if you can fit into diem." 
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Good Taste 


H. G. BROWN & SONS HAS ACHIEVED A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE MOST 
RESPECTED WINE AND SPIRIT HOUSES IN AUSTRAUA. 

IT TOOK A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF EXPERTISE, AND AN UNERRING 
INSTINCT IN DISCERNING THE POTENTIAL OF A YOUNG WINE. 

IT TOOK A LARGE MEASURE OF CONSIDERATION AND KNOW-HOW IN 
BEING ABLE TO SELECT ONLY THE FINEST IMPORTS FROM COUNTRIES AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

AND IT TOOK THE FORESIGHT AND ACUMEN TO BUILD A COMPANY 
THAT TODAY CARRIES THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF AUSTRALIAN 
AND IMPORTED REGIONAL ESTATE WINES ON THE EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA. 

OUR WINE LIST IS AN INSIGHT INTO OUR CONSTANT VIGILANCE OF 
QUALITY. 


Some of the wines you will 
enjoy most on Norfolk Island 



ESPECIALLY SELECTED AUSTRALIAN 
REGIONAL WINES — 

Brown's Brut de Brut Champagne 
Brown's Lang home Creek Tawny Port 
Brown's Bin 60 McLaren Vale Hermitage 
Brown's Bin 70 Red Ribbon Moselle 
Brown's Seafood Mosel 
Rhinecastle 26A Claret 





/'BERSANO GRAN SP UMANTE 

V the Authentic sparkling 

_WiNE! FROM ITALY. 

^A VERY FRUITY WINE WITH 
. THE LUSCIOUSNESS OF THE 
\MUSCATEL grape variety 
COMING THROUGH ON THE 

Palate. 


H. G. BROWN & SONS PTY. LTD. 

WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS 159 Gibbes Street, Chatswood, New South Wales. Telephone: 407 1221 























This month, I thought, we might try 
a couple of recipes from South Amer¬ 
ica. In its original form the first 
one used pork but having cooked it 
with lamb and liked it I'm giving 
you my version. 

PORK & RICE CREOLE 
4 iamb chops {'ehump) 

3/4 cup diced red and green 
capsicum 



WITH PLENTY OF water and frequent 
showers, one can once again be busy 
garden-wise. After the long spell of 
dry weather there is plenty of trim¬ 
ming back and seed planting to be 
done. 

Please do npt rake up and burn old 
leaves and weeds, unless you intend 
to use compost in their stead, as 
they are nature's way of composting 
the soil. If the very tidy gardener 
does not replace them with an alter¬ 
native, it worn be very long before 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


UNTIL COMPARATIVELY recent 
times Australian wines were, for 
the most part, simply labelled 
"Claret", "Burgundy", etc. to give 
a rough (sometimes very rough) 
idea of the style. During the last 
few years there has been a swing 
to varietal labelling and, today, 
the majority carry at least some 
indication of die grapes used. 

Let us then look at the more popu¬ 
lar red grapes and what we may in 
general expect from them. 

By far the most important grape 
(red or white) on the Australian 
wine scene is Shiraz or, as some 
prefer to call it. Hermitage and 
most table reds and ports are made 
of it, or at least, contain some of 


1 cup chopped onions 
1 large can tomatoes 
2/3 cup rice 

11 teasp. salt 
chili sauce to taste 
1 cup water 

Trim most of the fat off the chops. 
Brown them on both sides. Saute 
the capsicum and onion in the fat 
from the chops. Add tomatoes, 
rice, salt and chili. Add the water 
and the chops. Cover and simmer 
slowly until tender, about one hour. 
Stir occasionally. Four servings. 

MOTHER-IN-LAW'S DESSERT 

12 bananas, sliced lengthwise 
18 oz. package Philadelphia 

cream cheese 

114 oz. can sweetened condensed 
milk 

4 egg whites 
i cup su gar 


the soil is in poor condition. Best 
fork them into the soil. 

Seeds to be sown now include 
viola, pansy, stock, nemesia, snap 
dragon, French and African marigold, 
calendula. Most vegetables can be 
planted out or seeds sown. 

I notice quite a bit of scale on 
some shrubs. White oil is one of the 
best sprays for this troublesome pest. 
For some time now 1 have been us¬ 
ing Formula 1, which may be bought 
at Foodlands, for mealy bug which 
is also showing up on shrubs and pot¬ 
ted plants. I think the mealy bug 
is one of our worst pests and it 1$ 
generally quite big before discover¬ 
ed. It really does stunt potted plants 
such as African violets. 


it. In fact it is often the predomi¬ 
nant variety in better quality 
blends. Straight Shiraz wines have 
good colour, with moderate acid, 
tannin and fruit flavour. They 
mature reasonably quickly yet the 
best age well. When grown in cool¬ 
er areas they tend to have more 
body and can be somewhat aggres¬ 
sive. 

From the viewpoint of quantity 
planted, Grenache ranks second 
among the reds but produces a great¬ 
er tonnage than Shiraz. It is not, 
however, popular for straight varie¬ 
tal wines although it makes a good 
rose. A lot of it is used in cheaper 
reds and ports and its light, eatly 
maturing qualities lend themselves 
to successful blending, particularly 
with Shiraz. 

Although placed third in terms 
of acreage Cabernet Sauvignon 
must be regarded as Australia's top 
red wine variety. A rather shy bear- 


Place the sliced bananas in a but¬ 
tered ovenproof serving dish. Bake 
in moderate oven 3-5 minutes until 
the bananas are slightly softened. 
Beat the cream cheese until light 
and fluffy. Add the condensed milk 
and beat until smooth. Spread the 
mixture over bananas. Beat the egg 
whites with the sugar until stiff peaks 
form. Spoon the meringue over the 
banana mixture and bake in moder¬ 
ate oven 10 minutes until the merin¬ 
gue is lightly browned. Serve from • 
baking dish with unsweetened cream. 


From closer to home here is an¬ 
other way to prepare zucchini which 
are now plentiful. 

Wash, top and tail the required 
number of zucchini. Grate coarse¬ 
ly and toss for 5-6 minutes in butter. 
Serve sprinkled with chopped chives 
or parsley. 


The following are a few words 
about earthworms. These, of course, 
are far from being pests but I have 
been asked 'Why are there so few 
worms in my soil?' As I am not an 
expert on these little fellows, I 
have drawn on experts' knowledge 
which will be of use to the garden¬ 
er who asked that question. I will 
put it in simple terms. The lack 
of earthworms in soil is indicative 
of lack of organic matter which is 
essential for good soil fertility ra¬ 
ther than its cause. They are bene¬ 
ficial largely due to their tunnelling, 
allowing aeration and Improved til¬ 
th. To encourage worms, use plen¬ 
ty of animal manure digging it well 
into the soil. 


er, it is, for economy's sake, most¬ 
ly blended but is becoming more 
prevalent as a straight wine. Cab¬ 
ernets have rich colour, strong fruit 
and bouquet and, being high in 
acid and tannin, are slow maturing. 
Thfey are, however, well worth 
waiting for - give them five years 
at least and look for an even older 
one from Coonawarra. 

Mataro is one you are not likely 
to see on, its own but it does seem 
to combine well with Shiraz and, 
as such, is mostly found in blends 
from the Barossa. 

Grown in only small quantities, 
Pinot Noir is a notable variety and, 
despite being a somewhat unreliable 
grower and a poor ylelder, it is gain¬ 
ing more attention. In France it 
ranks high as a Champagne variety 
but in Australia and particularly the 
Hunter Valley it has produced very 
fine reds with a. distinctive floral 
bouquet and flavour. 
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A FEW MINUTES ago there was a 
most welcome sound on the roof - 
raindrops - but it's stopped. What 
oppressive weather we're having at 
the present time and have exper - 
ienced over the past week, to com¬ 
parison with the mainland, the act¬ 
ual temperature doesn't seem high 
but when the humidity is in the 
high nineties at the same time the 
combination causes the most un¬ 
pleasant "sticky" conditions. Hope¬ 
fully, gallons of heavy rain will 
clear it all away within the next 
few days'. 

Life on Norfolk during the past 
month has been fairly quiet, though 
1 guess the "Blast Off" night at Raw- 
son'Hall was just the opposite. It 
V as a night organized by the radio 
staff to give everyone the opportun¬ 
ity to farewell Dennis and George 
Smith and to hear for the last time 
the teriific music of their "Sneaky" 
hand. Dennis, and his wife Sonia, 
left for New Zealand on 4th March. 
They will holiday there and then 
join up with George in Sydney some 
time to May. Both George and 
Dennis have given residents here a 
great deal of pleasure with their 
radio programmes and lively band 
music. 

At the "Blast Off" night there 
was music for young and old played 
at different times during the even¬ 


ing by all the musicians who had 
played during the past year. There 
were still a good number of people 
enjoying the evening well after mid¬ 
night. It was also an opportunity 
for the new "Freeway" group to in¬ 
troduce their type of music. 

The people of Norfolk have done 
it again. Through the generosity 
of the community the Sixth Year 
school tour will again be held; the 
Tour Committee has raised sufficient 
funds - approximately $5, 000 - to 
send 23 children in tith Year to New 
South Wales in April. They leave 
on Sunday 22nd April with teachers 
Bob Lavender and Trlcia Knight. 

A most comprehensive programme 
has been arranged to enable the 
chiltoen to see different facets of 
life'on the mainland. It will also 
give them an insight into the differ¬ 
ent lifestyle of city children. 

The Committee's fund-raising con¬ 
cluded with the drawing last Satur¬ 
day morning of their Airline Raffle. 
The lucky winner of the return trip 
to Sydney via East-West was Yvonne 
Grube. Mr. R.F. Hill of Concord, 

N. S.W., won the return trip to Bris¬ 
bane with N. I. Airlines, and third 
prize of a return trip to Lord Howe, 
again with N.I. Airlines, was won 
by Kerry Cope. The fourth prize was 
a barometer donated by Joy Quintal. 
This was won by Shirley Christian. 


I bet those four people were thrilled 
to learn their good news! 

With Sue Semple as the newly 
elected President, the Wives & 
Mothers Club looks set for a very 
active twelve months. Sue's com¬ 
mittee consists of Lyndal Coyne 
as Vice-President; Glenys Withlng- 
ton as Secretary; Vicki Saxon as 
Assistant Secretary; Treasurer is 
byn Mason; Anne Slade and Gale 
Hayle are toe two committee mem - 
bets. Their first task was to orgar 
ize toe March meeting. Peter 
Coyne, the Conservation Officer, 
was invited as guest speaker. I be¬ 
lieve his talk on conservation to 
relation to Phillip Island and Norfolk 
was most Interesting indeed. 

A forthcoming event which I think 
will be hilarious to watch is the 3 
minute raffle; this means that the 
winner will load into her trolley 
as much as she can to three minutes 
at Foodlands. The draw is on Mon¬ 
day 23rd April with the winner do¬ 
ing her shopping on Thursday 26to 
April: 

The visit of golf professional 
David Mercer certainly created a 
good deal of interest with quite a 
few taking advantage of bis begin¬ 
ner classes. The Golf Club Asso¬ 
ciates followed this up by inviting 
the ladies who had been taking les¬ 
sons to join with them on Wednes¬ 
day afternoons. Each beginner was 
assigned to a "veteran" who helped 
her round a course of 9 holes. This 
continued for 3 weeks and then a 
12-hole competition was commenced. 
Believe Mary McNamara is toe "star" 
beginner. Jan Christian, Dianne 
Menghetti and Betty Crockett ate 
all thoroughly enjoying themselves 
learning the sport. 

Must tell you too, one person who 
has been really trying hard with his 
golf over a number of years was 
thrilled on Saturday when he won the 
competition for the day. Believe Pe¬ 
ter Magri had a grin from ear to ear 
when he arrived home on Saturday 
night proudly displaying a hand¬ 
some silver tankard. Well done, 
Peter! 





_ AT THE TRADING POST - BP'S 

[SENS - NORFOLK SOUVENIRS - SOUTH PAC. - NORFOLK 

THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, ” THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID. "'MUST' READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS." 

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSL AND PRESS." $14.'95 - nQw on sale at- local ShOTS - 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED fcotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . .'. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



BUY NOW - BEAT THE PRICE RISE ON SUNBEAM PRODUCTS 






Australia’s Iron- 
Fist Decision 
on Norfolk 

F COUNCIL PLEA FOR DEMOCRACY IS REJECTED; COLONIAL CONTROL STAYS 

WHY? ■ SECRET REPORT 

I* NORFOLK UNIMPORTANT - BUT NORFOLK'S CONTINENTAL SHELF IS VITAL 

COUNCILLORS PROTEST 

» ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES DETERMINED TO END INJUSTICES 

** PITCAIRN HEAD TO U.N. 

SOCIETY PRESIDENT TO NEW YORK AS MINISTER REVEALS HARD LINE 

*>»—**' 

^ EDITORIAL: PAGE 33 

plus: 

AIRPORT DECISION IMMINENT... PACIFIC BODIES RECOGNISE NORFOLK... NEWS OF 
prr OTHER ISLANDS...REVIEW:"NORFOLK ISLAND 1846"...NORFOLK LIVING...LETTERS 
P** TO EDITOR... GARDEN TIPS... HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES... AND “LETTER FROM HOME" 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 

We are hard to find because we’re back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 

other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look- ings are.made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 

ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- folk Pine. 

fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 




LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 



TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



Australia’s Iron-Fist 
Decision on Norfolk 


AFTER A YEAR of soothing assuran¬ 
ces about its concern for the people 
of Norfolk, the Australian Govern¬ 
ment stopped play-acting and swung 
an iron fist down on the Island on 
Aptil 5th, 

Its Norfolk Island Bill was rubber- 
stamped through Australia’s House 
of Representatives that night. Sen¬ 
ate ratification of the Government 
plan is a foregone conclusion when 
Parliament reconvenes in May. 

The new law will lock the people 
of the Island into complete 19th- 
century control by the Australian 
Government. 

It re-asserts Australia's complete 
right to make whatever laws it likes 
on the Island, without the consent 
of the people, and to cancel any 
locally-made laws up to six months 
after they have been made by the 
Island's only elected representatives. 

Despite an 11th-hour appeal by 
the elected Councillors in Sydney, 
the Island's waters and continental 
shelf are being expropriated for 
Australia’s use. 

The head of Norfolk's local gov¬ 
ernment will continue to be an out¬ 
side Administrator sent from Austra¬ 
lia. 

In Canberra, President of Norfolk 
Council Committees Bill Blucher 
issued a statement saying that the 
Bill contained injustices and that 
the people of Norfolk were entitled 
to democratic freedom. 

In Melbourne the president of the 
United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia said the Government’s plan 
was plain colonialism, and the ap¬ 
pearances of some self-government 
in the Bill were merely "a charade." 

In New York, the president of 
Norfolk's Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers, Ken Nobbs, 
began marshalling support for the 
Island among members of the Uni¬ 
ted Nations Committee of 24, 

LAST EFFORT 

All eight of the Councillors flew 
to Sydney on March 25th for last- 
minute negotiations with Minister 
R.J, Ellicott on the terms of the 
forthcoming law. 

They gained some concessions - 


mostly symbolic - but they struck 
out on all six of the "basic object¬ 
ions" they had formally presented 
to Mr. Ellicott on Norfolk on March 
13th. 

From a variety of reports from 
Australia it is obvious that the Coun- 

EDITORIAL: 
PAGE 33 

cillors were magnificent represent¬ 
atives of the Island - articulate, 
well-informed, determined and 
tireless. 

If the negotiating situation had 
been one where facts, logic and 
fairness would prevail, it seems 
certain that the Norfolk Island Bill 
would have been extensively re¬ 
written. 

Unfortunately they were negotia¬ 
ting with - to use a phrase of Mr. 
Ellicott’s - a brick wall. 

On the most important issue of 
all - government by consent - the 
Councillors never had a chance. 

The Prime Minister will not allow 
such a thing on Norfolk Island. 

Among the losses: 

•Self-government is not recog¬ 
nised as a right. 

•"Self-government in free asso¬ 
ciation with Australia" would not 
even be discussed by the Minister. 

• Self-determination and gov¬ 
ernment by consent were ruled out. 

• No referendum will be permit¬ 
ted on whether the Bill is accept¬ 
able. The right of the Legislative 
Assembly to call referendums on 
other matters has not yet been 
clarified. 

•No transition to self-govern¬ 
ment has been agreed on. 

•The 200-mile sea and seabed 
zone will not be considered part 
of the Island. 

•The Administrator’s title will 
not be changed, despite Councillors' 
objections that "the name is detest¬ 
ed..." (Administrator D.V. O'¬ 
Leary, present when the matter 
was raised, said "I move through 
many sections of the community. 


I have not seen this. This detest¬ 
ation has not reached me.") 

•Australia will not include in 
the Bill a list of Australian laws 
applying to Norfolk. 

•Australia will not give up the 
right to spend most of the money 
Norfolk raises. 

•Taxation without representation 
has been reconsidered, and written 
into the Bill as an acceptable pro 
cedure. 

• Australia will not let the Island 
manage social welfare, health, 
hospital, land policy, mining, in¬ 
dustrial relations, industrial and 
marine safety, the Island's heri¬ 
tage. or the environment - all ask¬ 
ed for by the Council. 

• Norfolk will not be allowed to 
take the seat reserved for it at the 
South Pacific Conf erence. 

MEAGRE GAINS 

Among the gains: 

• In a meeting with Mr. Ellicott 
on March 26th Councillor Buffett 
asked "Then you agree that the 
opportunity exists for Norfolk Island 
to have control of everything inter¬ 
nal with the exception of foreign 
affairs and defense?" The Minister 
answered "Yes. With the further 
exception of coinage." His answer 
is recorded in Council’s minutes of 
the meeting. But there is no such 
statement in the Bill itself, and 
Mr. Ellicott took pains to say that 
internal self-government was not 
being promised within five years, 
or any other fixed time. 

•The preamble of the Bill has 
been worded to include ’’the Parlia¬ 
ment considers it desirable and to 
be the wish of the people of Norfolk 
Island that Norfolk Island achieve, 
over a p eriod of time. Internal self- 

No May 

‘News’ 

THERE WILL be no issue of The News 
published in mid-May, because of the 
editor's absence overseas. 

The next issue will be dated June- 
July, and will be on sale about June 15. 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

the precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality 


ARRANGE FOR 
TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. KTZPATWCK 







‘We will continue to 
seek understand¬ 
ing and support for 
our cause, where - 
ever we can find it 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS MADE BY WILLIAM A. BLUCHER, 
PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL. 

IN CANBERRA AFTER THE PASSAGE OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON 5TH APRIL, 1919. 


government as a Territory under the 
authority of the Commonwealth..." 

A preamble is not a binding part of 
an Act, and a period of time is as 
long as a piece of string. The change 
may act like a carrot on a string in 
front of a donkey. It will also help 
Australia fend off international crit¬ 
icism of its colonial rule of Norfolk. 
•The Preamble has also been word¬ 
ed to acknowledge the fact that the 
Pitcairn people actually exist. Whe¬ 
ther the change will be considered 
by Pitcairn descendants to be a gain 
or an insult remains to be seen. It 
ignores die fact that the Island was 
promised to them, that it is their 
homeland, and the fact that their 
families make up more than half 
the Island's permanent residents - 
double the number of residents 
bora in Australia. It simply admits 
that the Pitcairners did settle here 
in 1856, that some of their descen- 
■ dants still live here, and that Par¬ 
liament recognises some unspecified 
"special relationship of die said de- 
sceryiants with Norfolk Island and 
their^esire to preserve their tradi¬ 
tions and culture." 

• Local laws on roads, drains and 
other Legislative Assembly matters 
will be called "Acts" instead of "Ord¬ 
inances” . (One Islander, hearing of 
this amendment, said "1 don't care 

if they call.diem "Bananas".) 

• The wording of the draft Bill, 
referring to "the Territory of Nor¬ 
folk Island" and to its being govern¬ 
ed "as a Territory of the Common¬ 
weal di" has been changed back to 
the wording of the 1913-1914 legis¬ 
lation when Australia first received 
responsibility for the Island. We 
will continue to be "Norfolk Island”, - 
rather than "the Territory of Norfolk 
Island", and we will be "under the 
authority of”, not "of" the Common¬ 
wealth. Mr. Elllcott says it makes 
no legal difference, but many 
people on the Island felt strongly 
that the switch to "Territory of the 
Commonwealth" was emphasising 

the idea of possession by Australia. 

The eight Councillors travelled 
to Sydney as a group on a chartered 
Norfolk Island Airlines flight, paid 
for outtaf public funds of the Island. 
They began returning individually 
to Norfolk on March 23rd. Council¬ 
lor Geoff Bennett stayed to see de - 
bate begin in the House on April 4th, 
and President of Committees Bill 
Blucher stayed to see the House pass 
the Bill. He then issued the public 
statement that appears in this issue, 
distillihg Councillors' views on the 
situation and their intentions for 
the future. 


"WE BELIEVE it is a mistake, for 
Norfolk Island's sake and for the 
sake of Australia, for the House of 
Representatives to pass the Bill in 
its present form. 

"This Bill will have the effect of 
only partly restoring self-govern¬ 
ment that was illegally taken from 
Norfolk Island in 1896. 

"The Bill does not resolve the two 
major matters in contention between 
Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government, namely - 

- the identity of Norfolk Island 
as a member of the Pacific commu¬ 
nity and entitled to self-govern¬ 
ment, and 

- the right of the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island to consent to their own 
form of government. 

"The principal body of residents 
on Norfolk Island are direct descen¬ 
dants of the people of Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and. Norfolk Island was made a 
distinct and separate settlement 
for them by Queen Victoria in 1856 
when the entire population of Pit¬ 
cairn Island agreed tq move here. 
The people's origin is not Austra¬ 
lia. We come from the Pacific and 
we did so long before there was 
such a thing as the Commonwealth. 
"The political connection with Au¬ 
stralia occurred mainly as a matter 
of convenience for the administra¬ 
tors of the British Empire. 

"The Norfolk Island Council be¬ 
lieves that it is the right of the Nor¬ 
folk Island people to determine the 
nature of their own political system 
by referendum. This fundamental 


point has been rejected by the Aus¬ 
tralian Government. The Norfolk 
Island Bill should not have been 
presented until it had obtained the 
endorsement of the people at ref¬ 
erendum, 

"If the Bill passes the Senate then 
we have said we will work with it 
for the best interests of the people. 
However it contains inbuilt injust¬ 
ices which will cause further dif¬ 
ficulties until they are removed. 

"We do not believe that many 
Australians, or many members of 
Parliament, would wish to see the 
continuation of policy-making by 
Australian officials who We do not 
elect, or government without con¬ 
sent, either in Australia or Norfolk 
Island; and we believe that Norfolk 
Island has the complete and unqual¬ 
ified right to the resources of its 
surrounding ocean zone. 

"We will continue to seek under¬ 
standing and support for our cause 
wherever we. can find it. 

"We are not seeking independ¬ 
ence; we are seeking internal self- 
government. 

"We believe we are entitled to the 
right to govern ourselves on our own 
Island, and to enjoy democratic 
freedom like the people of Austra¬ 
lia. 

"We .are peaceful, law-abiding 
and self-supporting. 

“All we ask from Australia is 
neighborliness, mutual respect, 
and democracy." 
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CITIZEN 


Count down. A timer 
that signals elapsed 
time from 11 hours 
59 min. 59 seconds to 
one second. 


Stop watch. 11 hr. 

59 min. 59 sec. 
chronograph. Stops 
anywhere to indicate 
elapsed time. 


KiAO 


MULTI ALARM 


[ 24-hour alarm. Lets 
you know when it's 
time with one minute 
of .5 second beeps 


Back-up alarm. 

A spare reminder to 
signal that second 
appointment, call, 
or meeting. 


At the chime, the 
time will be .., When 
you need it, here's an 
every-hour-on-the- 
hour time signal. 


Indicators light up 
when one or more 

functions are in use; a beep signals the start and finish 
of each function. It’s foolproof. An invaluable timepiece 
for the man whose time is money — CITIZEN QUARTZ 
CRYSTRON LC MULTI ALARM. __ 

©CITIZEN 
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ONLY EXTRAORDINARY PRESSURES COULD CAUSE AUSTRALIA TO OUTLAW DEMOCRACY ON NORFOLK ISLAND. 
ACCORDING TO A REMARKABLE DISCLOSURE. AUSTRALIA APPARENTLY DECIDED IT HAD TO SEIZE 


THE POTENTIALLY VITAL PRIZE; 
NORFOLK’S CONTINENTAL SHELF 


THROUGH A PRIVATE source well 
known to and thoroughly trusted by 
The News, we have been made aw - 
are of the existence of a confident¬ 
ial Australian Government report 
which apparently sealed Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's fate some time ago. 

Few people in Government, and 
no one outside government, have 
had access to the report. But it has 
apparently been the controlling fac¬ 
tor in deciding Australia's policies 
toward Norfolk's political future. 

It is evident that the possibility 
of large petroleum deposits under 
the Island's continental shelf has 
crucial strategic importance to the 
Commonwealth. 

On the basis of present geological 
information, the Norfolk Ridge is 
considered one of the few high- 
grade prospects for meeting Austra¬ 
lia's need for petroleum in the late 
1980s, 1990s and onward. 

The stability of Australia's finan¬ 
cial future could be at stake. Two 
of the strongest human motives - 
money and self-preservation - are 
involved. 

With only 1600 people on Norfolk, 
unrepresentated in Parliament and 
unknown to most of the world, the 
Government has apparently made 
a value judgment; their rights, and 
usual Australian standards of just¬ 
ice, have to be sacrificed. The 
deed will be done - considerately, 
if possible. 

The Government’s private atti¬ 
tude is summed up in the remark 
of a senior public servant in Can¬ 
berra, speaking to an associate ab¬ 
out necessary aspects of the Gov¬ 
ernment's plans. He said: "It's not 
very pleasant. But it has to be done." 

No one knows whether there really 
is petroleum under the seabed within 
Norfolk's 200-mile zone. But con¬ 
fidential geological data indicate 
that the Norfolk Ridge might contain 
immense deposits - another Bass 
Strait, conceivably; another North 
Sea, conceivably. 

The Bass Strait oilwells provide 
about two-thirds of Australia's pres¬ 
ent petroleum consumption of some 
600, 000 barrels a day. They are ex¬ 
pected to be used up by about 1985, 
at current rates. 


Perhaps further exploration will 
reveal additional supplies in the 
Strait. Perhaps oil exploration in 
deep water on Australia's North West 
Shelf, just beginning, will discover 
- a great new supply. 

But perhaps not. Even the most 
geologically promising areas can 
turn out to be valueless. Off the 
eastern United States, drilling con¬ 
cessions in the Baltimore Canyon 
were auctioned off for more than 
$1 billion - a thousand million - 
but after $100 million worth of dril¬ 
ling nothing has been found but some 
gas. 

If the North West Shelf doesn't 
hold much oil, where else can Aust¬ 
ralia turn? The geologically promis¬ 
ing areas are extremely limited. 
Perhaps the waters around Ashmore 
and Cartier Islands, or the waters 
toward Timor. Perhaps the Great 
Barrier Reef. Environmentalists have 
persuaded the Government to leave 
the Reef alone so far, partly because 
the potential for oil there is not con¬ 
sidered terribly good, with volcanic 
rock lying only two or three thousand 
feet below the surface. 

What about the Norfolk Ridge? It 
is large and geologically promising, 
although it has serious handicaps. 

No one has ever drilled that far out 
in the open ocean before. The long 
ocean surges would make drilling a 
difficult exercise. The waters are 
deep. 

WORST HANDICAP 

Morally, the worst handicap is 
that the Norfolk Ridge belongs to 
Norfolk Island, which was placed 
"under the authority of" Australia in 
1914, but never ceded to Australia. 
Current Australian legislation cover¬ 
ing offshore oil - the Petroleum (Sub¬ 
merged Lands) Acts of 1967 - does 
not include Norfolk or its continent¬ 
al shelf. 

Butin March Hon. R.J. Ellicott, 
Minister for Home Affairs, acting 
under instructions from the Prime 
Minister, moved to eliminate the 
moral handicap by asserting that 
Norfolk now belongs to Australia. 

The Island's 123-year-old status as 
a "distinct and separate settlement". 


emphasised by Mr. Ellicott himself 
only four years ago, is no longer re¬ 
cognised by Australia. Norfolk has 
been seized. 

For obvious reasons the Govern¬ 
ment did not want the seizure to be 
seen as an overt new action. The 
annexation had occurred some time 
ago, the Government implied. The 
best Mr. Ellicott could do toward 
suggesting when it had happened was 
to say "I have made it clear, the 
Government when Senator Withers 
was the Minister made it clear, 
that its policy was based on Norfolk 
Island being and remaining part of 
Australia." 

Sen. Withers' major announce¬ 
ment on the subject, on December 
16th, 1976, said something quite dif¬ 
ferent. He announced after a cabi¬ 
net meeting that "the Government 
intends to continue to accept re¬ 
sponsibility for maintaining Norfolk 
Island as a viable community, ” 
and that "its constitutional relation¬ 
ship with Australia will remain that 
of a Territory of the Commonwealth 
of Australia." That is a far cry 
from annexation. The statement 
was issued not to declare any change 
in Australian policy, but in response 
to speculation over Sir John Nimmo's 
recommendation that Australia 
should consider "abandoning” Nor¬ 
folk. 

Money, not oil, is the heart of 
the issue. 

Australia's international financial 
situation is one of the Government's 
most crucial worries. The Com¬ 
monwealth has resorted to massive 
overseas borrowings to meet its cur¬ 
rent obligations. The national de¬ 
ficit this year is expected to be 
$4.5 billion - 50ft over the origin¬ 
al estimate. 

About 70ft of Australia's present 
petroleum supply comes from dom¬ 
estic sources and can be paid for in 
Australian dollars. But 30ft has to 
be imported, and paid for with pre¬ 
cious foreign exchange funds; about 
$1 billion worth a year. 

There is plenty of petroleum in 
the world, and much more is confi¬ 
dently expected to be found. But if 
Australia's domestic oil wells are 
depleted before alternate technolog- 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 


Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS UALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
















ies like nuclear power, coal lique¬ 
faction, methane, shale oil and sol- 
ar'energy can take over, Australia 
would have to import all its oil. 

The additional foreign exchange 
cost would be $2 billion a year at 
present prices - and prices could 
double, re-double and more in the 
next ten years. 

Australia simply mlgfit not be able 
to pay that large a bill without sel¬ 
ling the nation into bondage to the 
oil-producing countries. Nations 
seldom go bankrupt. They go into 
financial chaos, and deep depression, 
and invent new kinds of money to re¬ 
place the worthless old money. 

If there is a large amount of oil 
under the Norfolk Ridge, it could 
conceivably save Australia from such 
a disaster - provided one vital condi¬ 
tion is met. 

That condition, surprisingly, is not 
that Norfolk has to be held and -own¬ 
ed" by Australia. It is that Norfolk 
has to remain Inside the Australian 
currency system. 

The oil, if it is there, has to be 
paid for with Australian dollars, not 
with foreign exchange. Norfolk 
must not, under any circumstances, 
be allowed to create its own curren¬ 
cy, or to shift to using the currency 
of some other country. 

The Island has been working hard 
to get Australian permission to issue 
local coinage, as a collectors' item 
and a source of local revenue - as 
other territories and colonies do in 
many parts of the world. The re¬ 
quest has been turned down cold: 
so much so that a prohibition against 
coinage has been inserted, quite 
clumsily, into the Norfolk Island 
Bill. 

Australia’s iron-clad policy on 
the question was shown clearly by 
Mr. Ellicou to the Norfolk Island 
Council on March 13th. He des¬ 
cribed the prohibition against coin¬ 
age as one of several "guarantees, 

I suppose". His words were disjoint¬ 
ed but his message was unmistak¬ 
able: "The Government because 
we have one system and one that 
this Island enjoys very much, one 
financial and a banking system, 
the Government does not wish the 
Legislative Assembly to be able to 
have its own currency - authorising 
the coining of money.". 

The only way Australia can be 
positive that Norfolk Island will 
stay within the Australian mone¬ 
tary system Is to make sure Norfolk 
is prevented from being a "separ¬ 
ate and distinct settlement" with 
democratic government within the 
Island itself. 

To eliminate any possibility of 


a Norfolk Island currency, the pos¬ 
sibility of democracy itself has to 
be eliminated. Not very pleasant, 
as the senior public servant said, 
but it has to be done. 

MINISTER’S ODD 
“REASSURANCES” 

IN TALKING to Council about 
Norfolk’s 200-mile zone on March 
14th Mr. Ellicott said a great deal, 
much of it fuzzy. Significantly, 
he introduced the subject himself, 
at the tail-end of two days of meet¬ 
ings, after it appeared no one else 
was going to raise it. 

Government statements and ac¬ 
tions related to 200-mile zones 
have been almost exclusively about 
fishing rights, but the Minister went 
straight to the point of real import¬ 
ance around Norfolk. "People tend 
to think in black and white terms 
about the matter I am going to 
mention, ” he said, "and that is 
what is called the continental 
shelf..." 

Four times, talking about who 
would get die benefits from any ex¬ 
ploitation of Norfolk's ocean zone, 
he spoke in entirely negative words. 
Typical of these was "... it being 
the broad attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment that it wouldn't want to say 
that the benefits, in a broad sense, 
in the economic zone shouldn't go 
to Norfolk Island." 

While carefully avoiding any 
clear statement of intent, he made 
two comments that might seem, to 
the average listener, to be reason¬ 
ably reassuring. 

- "... the foreign government, or 
the foreign country, whatever it 
was, would be saying 'Yes, we 
have got a license to fish, we've 
got to pay certain royalties (what¬ 
ever they are) to an Australian’ - 
one would hope that the Austral¬ 
ian Government would be saying, 
'Yes, we will either whole or in 
part of those royalities will come 
back to the Norfolk Island public 
fund." 

- "... whilst also saying that I 
thought the Government would 
approach these discussions on the 
basis that Norfolk Island in broad 
terms should have the benefits 
that come out of the zone." 

Caution is warranted in taking 
assurance from those statements, 
for two reasons. 

The obvious one is that they 
assure nothing. They have to do 
with "one would hope" and "whole 
or in part" and "I thought the Gov¬ 
ernment would approach..." 


The more serious reason for cau¬ 
tion is that it would be politically 
disastrous and quite possibly ille¬ 
gal for Australia to let Norfolk have 
the benefits if Norfolk actually 
"belonged" to Australia. 

Royalities from offshore oilwells 
are split between the States and 
the Commonwealth. Typically the 
State gets a royalty of 6$ of the 
value of production at the well¬ 
head, and the Commonwealth gets 
4$. In addition the Common¬ 
wealth charges $3 a barrel ’levy". 
The Commonwealth then takes the 
biggest "royalty” of all: 46$ of 
the oil company’s net profits, as 
Commonwealth Income tax. It is 
thought that between 70$ and 75$ 
of the total profit from offshore oil 
goes- to Sate and Federal Govern¬ 
ments, with the Commonwealth 
getting much the most. 

A recent High Court decision 
has said that die Commonwealth, 
not the States, has full sovereign¬ 
ty over Australia’s surrounding 
waters. The terms set up by the 
Petroleum (Submerged Lands)Acts 
are being revised, though the 
Commonwealth has indicated that 
the States will continue getting a 
share of the benefits comparable 
to the 6$ they get now. 

If Norfolk Island is actually "the 
Commonwealth’s property", how 
could the Commonwealth legally 
give Norfolk the full benefits from 
"the Commonwealth's" waters, 
rather than using the income for 
the benefit of the entire Common¬ 
wealth? 

And if it did "grant" Norfolk all 
of die benefits from the sea around 
Norfolk, what would the States 
have to say about that, with their 
meagre 6$ royalties? The State 
Premiers could confidently be ex¬ 
pected to pull Parliament House to 
pieces, brick by brick, in protest. 

If Australia is able to enforce its 
seizure of Norfolk, and to get a- 
way with wiping out the possibil¬ 
ity of democracy on the Island, 
the best thing that could happen 
from the Islanders’ point of view 
would be that the Norfolk Ridge 
was drilled, and found empty of 
oil. 

If that occurs, Australia may be 
quite ready, around the year 2000, 
to bestow democracy on Norfolk 
Island at last. Local coinage might 
become a quite untroublesome 
source of Island revenue. 

But if there is a massive oil field 
under the Ridge, it may be a curse 
on the people of die Island until 
Australians have finished burning 
it up. 
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COUNCIL’S FORMAL PROTEST-APRIL 11 


Unanimously voted: 

"Council resolves to record the 
following fundamental objections: - 

"1. The Bill is being enacted 
without the formal consent of the 
Norfolk Island people or of this 
Council. 

"We believe that the only cor¬ 
rect form of government for Norfolk 
Island is one to which the Island 
people have consented. 

"2. We believe the people seek 
and are entitled to full responsibil¬ 
ity for all matters internal to the 
Island, excepting foreign Affairs 
and Defence. 

"The Bill does not provide this. 

"3. The Bill does not ensure 
the ti#n of the people to a referen¬ 
dum on their own Constitution, nor 
their rij£it to a referendum on all 


Quotes in debate: 

Cr. Blucher: "... Several resi¬ 
dents have told me that we would 
like to see the Island get back to 
a more quiet and peaceful way of 
life again, and wish to have the 
argument and strife of the last few 
years over and done with. Other 
residents may also feel the same 
way. 

"I would wish to assure all such 
people that so far as 1 know no- 
one oa Council.is thinking of any¬ 
thing that would upset such ideas 
for getting back to normal... 

"There are no thoughts of any 
extreme actions in the minds of 
Council as far as I am aware. 

Norfolk Island is and should be an 
Island of peace and that is what we 
all want very much. 

"The resolution passed today 
should make it clear what Council 
believes, but I would like to add 
my own thoughts that I will never 
rest until Norfolk Island is governed 
with the consent of the people. 

"I would certainly hope that when 
the Assembly is formed one of the 
standing items on every agenda will 
be the subject of how Norfolk Island 
is progressing toward getting govern¬ 
ment by consent and what is being 
done to reach this goal. This must 
be a permanent effort for all of us 
until we reach that goal..." 

Cr. Nunn: "We must make clear 
that this Bill does not fully reflect 
what we regard as the rights, and 
die dues, of the Norfolk Island 


public matters of Norfolk Island. 

"4. It does not acknowledge Nor¬ 
folk Island as a distinct and separate 
member of the Pacific community. 

"6. It doe's hot acknowledge the 
Island's unqualified right to the re¬ 
sources of its surrounding ocean zone. 

"6. It reserves for the Common¬ 
wealth the power to initiate expendi¬ 
ture and appropriate public funds, 
and the power to impose taxation on 
the Island’s people without their con¬ 
sent. 

"This is a basic injustice. 

"It is the policy of this Council to 
work in every practical way with the 
Bill, for the benefit of the Island, 
but we absolutely reject these wrong¬ 
ful aspects of the Bill. 

"We are determined to end them 
and restore the Island to its former 
self-government at the earliest pos¬ 
sible time." 


people - and say quite firmly in 
the words of the poet Blake that 
’we shall not rest, nor shall the 
sword sleep in our hand' until Nor¬ 
folk Island is recognised for what 
it is and has a right to be. 

"I use that quotation - Blake was 
a very religious man - it's not vio¬ 
lence. I hope we’ll never get vio¬ 
lent language or behaviour on this 
Island. 

"But let us all keep in our minds, 
and in the mind of Australia, and 
indeed the mind of the world, that 
we believe we have just rights, and 
we intend to obtain them. ” 

Cr. Quintal: "We will continue to 
fight; to get back the powers that 
were given to us, in 1856, by Queen 
Victoria." 

Cr. Buffett: T think it's also es¬ 
sential. ., that some emphasis be 
given to what has been achieved by 
Council, and thereby the people of 
Norfolk Island. 

"Since the Bill became available 
for discussion last November, and 
the community has made its view 
known to the Councillors on var¬ 
ious provisions, die Council has 
pursued various amendments with 
the Australian Government. 

"Some significant amendments 
were achieved, in my view. 

"These gains have been stated 
in the formal report of the Presi¬ 
dent of Committees. 

"The most important achieve¬ 
ment is that which gained a speci¬ 
fic statement in the Bill, providing 


internal self-government as the 
goal for Norfolk Island. This state¬ 
ment has been lacking, previous¬ 
ly... " 

Cr. Bennett: ” From the outset the 
Government's proposals for Norfolk 
Island have been based on the pre¬ 
tence that Australia owns Norfolk 
Island. 

"They continue to be misguided 
by a section of the Constitution 
which gives them wide powers to 
make laws for Norfolk Island - and 
overlook the fact that no Order in 
Council or Imperial revocation ex - 
ists which changes the status of Nor¬ 
folk Island from a distinct and sep¬ 
arate settlement, made in an Order 
in Council in 1856... " 

Cr. Blucher: "... I’d just like to 
make it clear that my own personal 
feelings are much deeper than that, 
and perhaps even a bit more bitter 
than die thoughts expressed in the 
resolution. 

"1 am aware that some people on 
Norfolk Island want the conflict to 
be over and want peace at almost 
any price. I want peace too and 
this is what we've been striving for. 

1 understand their feelings and I 
certainly do not blame them for 
wanting those things, but I believe 
that we are all thinking of our own 
concerns and problems of today. 

"I ihink we are all overlooking 
the Norfolk Island of tomorrow. 

"Council went to Sydney seek¬ 
ing Australia's agreement on six 
basic objections to the Norfolk Island 
Bill. We were told that none of 
them would be corrected. 

"I believe that every one of 
Council's objections was quite rea¬ 
sonable, and I believe that it is 
disgraceful for the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment to reject even one of them, 
let alone all six. 

"We have to wear this Norfolk 
Island Bill - the Parliament really 
doesn't. The people have to wear 
it, and we have to wear it because 
we have no choice. 

"So far as 1 am concerned, we 
will wear it for the benefit of the 
Island and its people and because 
we have no choice, but I believe 
that we should remember 
every morning, every day and every 
night that we have been forced 
against our will to conform. 

"Maybe some day we will, with 
God's help, overcome this oppres¬ 
sion and 1 pledge myself to bring 
that day as near as is humanly pos¬ 
sible." 
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U.N. CONTACT 


THE SOCIETY of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers established direct 
contact in the United Nations early 
in April, and began pinning down 
ways to bring Australia’s treatment 
of the Island under world scrutiny. 

Society president Ken Nobbs ar¬ 
ranged to be in New York at the 
same time that Norfolk's Councillors 
were engaged in last-minute nego¬ 
tiations on the Norfolk Island Bill 
with Minister R. J. Ellicott in Syd¬ 
ney. 

In Sydney the Minister refused 
to budge on Australia's right to gov¬ 
ern Norfolk any way it thinks fit. 

He told the Councillors, "I don't 
think most people want to go along 
the Article 73 path” ( - the path of 
trying to get Australia to observe 
the requirements of Article 73 of 
the United Nations Charter - ed.) 
"The Pitcairn Descendants Society 
can take that view in the face of 
what is offered by the Bill if they 
wish." 

Notified that Council had lost out 
on all of its major objections to the 
Bill, the Society's president went 
into action on a plan that had been 
worked out with the advice and 
help of Mr. John Bulbeck, the of¬ 
ficer of the United Nations Asso¬ 
ciation of Australia who prepared 
the Association's dramatic report 
on Norfolk last year. 

Mr. Bulbeck, formerly a Reu¬ 
ters correspondent based at the 
U.N., is currently based in the 
U. S. but remains an officer of the 
UNAA. 

The plan included a sequence of 
personal appointments with key of¬ 
ficials, diplomats and staff involved 
with the U. N. *s Committee of 24 
on Decolonisation. Ken Nobbs 
briefed them on Norfolk's status as 
a non-self-goveming territory, 
Australian policies to integrate the 
Island without its consent, and the 
colonial terms of the Norfolk Island 
Bill. 

He also made contact with inter¬ 
national press outlets in New York. 

In one press interview, carried 
by the Brisbane Sunday Mail on 
April 8th, he said he believed 
“ the other residents - Australians, 
British, New Zealanders - are over¬ 
whelmingly behind us Pitcairners 
in resisting integration." This sup¬ 
port had been unanimously passed 
by resolution at a public meeting 
on Norfolk on January 16th. 




Letters to the editor 


Sir. 

I thought some of The News's 
readers may like to share a letter 
I received in March from an old 
acquaintance in Sydney. 

It says. 

"Vf 'fi saw you on Nationwide TV 
programme just by chance a few 
nights ago and. were shocked to 
think you were still figfiting to 
preserve your own precious way of 
life. The powers that be seem to 
think it sufficient to throw you 
some crumbs while they take over 
the reSt of the cake - you'd soon 
be cOrppletely taken over by Can¬ 
berra. I think it was the Adminis¬ 
trator who said Pitcairn was the 
island of the "Bounty" descendants - 
I could be mistaken, as I was sit¬ 
ting like a stunned mullet by then - 
but Norfolk Is. was given to you 
and is special geographically and 
historically and should remain so. 

It is a delight to find people from 
a specific event in history still with 
such close bonds and living in har¬ 
mony, yet sharing their bit of para¬ 
dise with others. We envy you your 
way of life and wish beaurocracy 
would leave you alone. 

"Hold tight to everything! " 

Isn't that a nice thought, about 
"people with .such close bonds and 
living in harmony, yet sharing their 
bit of paradise with others"? 

JEAN MITCHELL 


Sir. 

1 refer to a broadcast on Thursday 
night over 2BL, I stood listening to 
what at first 1 thought was a panto¬ 
mime. Then 1 hopped up and (very 
unladylike) stood on a chair with 
my ears glued to the wireless, real¬ 
ising what I was actually hearing 
was the debate by the men who 
held our future in their hands. 

Such a pity the Shadow Minister 
hadn't realised, whilst rehearsing 
his speech, that it was far easier 
to say "natives" than "indigenous." 
It's really amazing how many peo¬ 
ple think we are black, uneducat¬ 
ed, simple folk who can't write or 
spell our names. 

Alas we are of Pitcairn descent, 
the rightful owners of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and, regardless of how Ministers 
and Administrators try to say other¬ 
wise. .. j 

I'd suggest that instead of shov¬ 
ing the blame onto Norfolk Island 
people for tax dodgers (that we 
Have resented for years, and still 
do) they should admit that they 


allowed diem in, not us Islanders. 
They should have been keeping 
peace and good order on our Island 
- the Administrators and the Minis¬ 
ters (maybe I should say with per¬ 
haps the exception of a very few). 
Some even had shares in Companies. 

Instead of endeavouring to give 
the world the opinion that we can't 
make up pur minds, I would suggest 
Australia give us a chance to prove 
we are sane human beings. 

Give us a ref erendum, and it 
will prove the Minister has been 
hood-winked into believing a lot 
of rot from people who are not gen¬ 
uine Norfolk Islanders. 

For over 100 years this has been 
going on and it could go for anoth¬ 
er 100 years. Our younger genera¬ 
tion will know and learn like us 
that Queen Victoria gave us a para¬ 
dise. We will never give up. 

ELVA 


Dear Colleague, 

As editor and co-proprietor of the 
Norfolk Island Times in 1934-35, 

I address you in this way. 1 was de¬ 
lighted to see that you are espousing 
the cause of the Norfolk Island peo¬ 
ple and are no more popular with 
the administration than we were. 

In those now far off days the Nor¬ 
folk Island Association, which in¬ 
cluded mainlanders as well as Isl¬ 
anders, held its committee meet¬ 
ings in our dwelling (a small shack) 
and naturally received our support. 
As a result of these activities a 
Royal Commission was sent to Nor¬ 
folk Island; the only positive result 
from this was a grant of £2000 for 
poor relief. 

This was the depths of the depres¬ 
sion and the poverty was intense, 
particularly for old people whom 
the doctor sometimes had to put in¬ 
to hospital for a few weeks to re¬ 
lieve malnutrition (starvation). 

There was no government relief. 
Some settlers went to work op each 
others' properties 'banan' clipping 
and put their wages to a Christmas 
Hamper Fund organised by the As¬ 
sociation. 

I had been at one time employed 
verbatim-reporting Council meet¬ 
ings, these reports to be sent to 
Canberra. 

When these 'troubles’ developed 
the administrator complained that 
I was including too much and sack¬ 
ed me. 

Pinney was the administrator at 
this time and the agitation was 


triggered off by the deportation of 
Jim MacArthur Onslow using a die - 
tation test in German. He protested 
to the administrator about the ex¬ 
clusion of the Council from the 
main role in Anzac Day celebra¬ 
tions. Adversity makes strange 
bedfellows! 

C.C.R.Nobbs was a leading Coun¬ 
cillor and his sons and daughters 
would remember much of these ev¬ 
ents if you are Interested. 

The Norfolk Island Times was shut 
down following the introduction of 
an ordinance from Canberra requi¬ 
ring registration with a bond of 
£300 and the administrator's appro¬ 
val (bo* obviously unavailable). 

You are fortunate to be too young 
to have experienced depression 
conditions - people just didn't 
have any money; the settlers who 
had arrived in die twenties came 
with a capital of maybe £600 
which was all consumed in mak¬ 
ing a bananplantation and build¬ 
ing some kind of dwelling. 

When I left *e Island in 1935 it 
was impossible to get employment 
as a journalist. I worked at vari¬ 
ous jobs, private coaching, private 
school teaching, clerical workj 
translation from toe French. After 
toe war I got back into journalism 
under my maiden name Latter and 
am still an A.J.A. member and do 
a little casual work. I shall be 80 
in May! 

Curiously enough I am known so¬ 
cially by the name of Howard, from 
my late husband. All three names 
will find me. 

Wishing you all toe luck in the 
world and success in your endeavours, 
Yours fraternally, 
JULIET BRUCE 
(LATTER - HOWARD) 
LANE COVE. 

(Editor's note; Juliet Bruce's skill 
at shorthand allowed her "Norfolk 
Island Times” to carry transcripts 
of pungent Advisory Council debates 
and other community meetings. 

The Administrator obviously 
didn't think Norfolk should be per¬ 
mitted self-government, and didn’t 
like a newspaper that “agitated" 
to help the people of tod Island re¬ 
gain democracy. 

But in those days toe authorities 
didn't just mutter darkly about 
"sedition" - they outlawed a free 
press. The Printers and News¬ 
papers Ordinance, posted at toe 
Court House on July 18th, 1935, 
was toe end of toe Norfolk Island 
Times. The Ordinance continued 
in force for almost 30 years, until 
it was repealed on June 30th,-1964.) 
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HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

i4<44i a %W 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


f Do you know these dishes? 

’I Tahitian fish . ^ 

I Porpay Meringue tarts 

I Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 7 

| Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 

f Norfork Island pudding 

I It would be a shame to go back to jPRa/' 

I the Mainland without trying the 
| traditional Polynesian foods cooked ^SSMLi 
’* and eaten by Island people for ^ 

Try these interesting and delicious 

dishes and many others at Mk 

Elva’s ^ 

i Valley View Restaurants^ 

|| New Cascade Road . 

y Telephone 2185 for reservations x^, 

t?i (open six nights a week) 

u 


i 







PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 

ROUDS 





PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: • 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12. 30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. . 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm ; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5tf a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE': 
generally 9am -12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7. 30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8. 30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5. 30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 




STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.30 


TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35* 


family restaur®^ 


OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK - MID-DAY MEALS FROM $2 


Taylor’s Road opposite Rawson Hall 


3.Y.O. - No Corkage Charge 


Paul Roidy, Proprietor 





NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00, 2. SO. 3. 00, 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00, 12.00, 1. 05 


MONDAY 

9. i8 What Ho Jeeves 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Light Music from 

Netherlands 
12.06 World Affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7,05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
; (Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Noel 

9.00 The Last Tycoon 
TUESDAY 

9.16 Fastem Windows, 
Western Skies 

10. 05 Film & show music 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.46 Morning serial 

12.05Ticker tape& Phone 
1.30' Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Trukldng Time 

6.16 Nat. Coujntry Music 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family hour ‘ 

10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down memory lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11.15 Book reviews 

1.00 The Last Tycoon 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

7.00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.16 Green Dolphin country 
10. 05 Insect Play 

10.45 Morning serial 
11.00 Oasis of Shalimar 


11.30 Requests 

12.05 Wald affairs 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Naked Glum Show 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

Jamboree 

7.00 (dn day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

5715 I'm Sorry I'll Read 
That Again 
10.05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning serial 
10.00 Stay of Rock 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. Of E. Programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12.00 Local news 

12.16 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7.06 Brothers-in-Law 
8.00 Address Unknown 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from 
Holland 

SUNDAY 
\i. 36 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7,00 Sunday Radioi 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Nafolk Island” is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners’ 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, *e 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE INLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




me 

.. YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 

Vine cellar of imported wines 


WNE 




mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 
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Norfolk Island 


TYPICAL WEEKLY 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pels & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


NOTABLE EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE • 


April 


April 22nd, 1856: The date of the historic meeting in the 
school-house at htcairn Island. Lt. Gregorie, the British 
Government's agent on the "Morayshire", had come to 
see if the people would agree to move to Norfolk Island. 
He read out documents offering them all the land on Nor¬ 
folk, with 700 acres being reserved for public purposes. 
April 25th, 1856-. The Pitcairners had discussed the Gov¬ 


ernment's offer among themselves. and voted to accept. 
They began packing up all of their possessions for the 
voyage. 

April 28th, 1789; Fletcher Christian and other crew mem 
bets of the "Bounty" mutinied against Captain Bligh, and 
set him and those loyal to him adrift in the ocean in an 
open boat, with a small supply of provisions and naviga¬ 
tion equipment. 


May 1st, 1856: The Pitcairners held their final church 
service on Pitcairn. 

May 3rd, 1856: The Pitcairners boarded the "Morayshire" 
with all their worldly goods, thus carrying out their part 
of the bargain with the Government. 

May 8th, 1978: Hon. R.J. Ellicott delivered his "Chart- 
er of May 8th" speech at Kingston. Most people on the 
Island understood it to mean that the Government had 
decided to restore self-government on Norfolk Island. 

May 16th, 1856: Governor William Denison of N.S. W. 


wrote to Lt. Gregorie (who was half-way from Pitcairn 
to Norfolk with the Pitcairners at the time) that he had 
changed his mind about the Pitcairners being given all 
the land on Norfolk. 

May20th, 1798; Norfolk's first ship, the sloop "Norfolk", 
was launched about this date. New South Wales soon con¬ 
fiscated it. 

May 21st, 1936; Norfolk's "great flood". There were 15" 
of rain in two days. Plantations were wiped out. The 
piano at a Kingston hotel was swept out onto the golf 
course. 


June 

June 6th, 1825; After having been abandoned, Norfolk 
was re-occupied, and the notorious "second settlement" 
prison colony was established. Most of the historic Kings¬ 
ton buildings and most of the Island's roads were built 


in this period. 

June 8th, 1856; The Pitcairners arrived at Norfolk, and 
began disembarking, amid rain showers, in their new 
homeland. They had never before seen multi-storey 
buildings, or horses. 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time die wind 
blows from that direction 
(his month. The figure in 


EVENTS & TIMES 


THUR 


■Kousie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 
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Camera of the Year 


OLYMPUS have scored a 
resounding hat-trick by again 
winning Practical 
Photography's Camera of the 
Year. 

The first two times they 
trounced a powerful opposition 
with the amazing Olympus 
OM-1 — now they have won 
again with the more 
sophisticated sister model, the 
autometic OM-2. 

And the OM-2, which was 
just one in a field of 28 eligible 
cameras, received over 20 per 
cent Of all the votes cast — an 
even higher percentage than 
the OM-1 secured in previous 
years (13 per cent in 1975 and 
15 per cent in 1976). 

This proves that PP readers, 
who can be described as 
representing the average keen 
British amateur, are more than 
ever convinced of the 
superiority of Olympus 
technology, based as It Is on 
the "smaller, lighter, quieter" 
philosophy. 

Just how much the 
popularity of the Olympus, as 
measured by PP Camera of the 
Year polls, has affected the 
market generally, has been 
demonstrated by a pronounced 
shift toward more compact 
35mm SLR cameras. Such 
well-established manufacturers 
as Canon and Asahl Pentax, for 
example, have now bowed to 
the Inevitable winds of change 
and are themselves bringing 
out lighter, smaller and more 
streamlined units. In some 
cases they are even beginning 
to leave the one that started it 
all — the OM-1 — noticeably 
bigger! 



As one voter, Brian 
Cocksedge of Lincoln, so aptly 
described the OM-2 "Olympus 
have inserted a large brain in 
the sfnall body of the OM-1". 

Well, of course, it is the 
particular aperture-preferred 
automatic metering system of 
the OM-2 that makes it stand 
head and shoulders above the 
competition, if nothing else. For 
a start, it is about 32 times as 
sensitive as the average TTL 
CdS meter. It takes a reading 
from the light reaching the focal 
plane during, and not before the 
exposure. It does this by a 
silicon photocell reading of a 
computer-analysed pattern of 
tiny black and white squares in 
front of the shutter blind. In 
normal light situations, the 
reading is centre-weighted, but 
when the light gets poor, it 
averages out. On long 
exposures it will simply close 
the shutter when it thinks 
enough light has reached the 
film, even if the light changes in 
strength during the exposure. It 


is truly a camera that sets you 
free to create the picture. 

And it shares the full 
specification of the OM-1 — 
bayonet mount; speeds from 1 
second to 1/1000 sec; film 
speed setting from ASA 
12-1600; an extra big, bright 
viewfinder that gives you 97 per 
cent of the actual picture field; a 
self timer; a depth of field 
preview button; and a total 
weight of just 690 grammes 
with an f/1.8 lens. 

Behind the camera is the 
comprehensive and lightweight 
Olympus system with a full 
range of lenses, including such 
niceties as a motordrive 
capable of giving you five 
frames a second, and recordata 
backs. 

There is just one thing the 
OM-2 hasn't got, which the 
OM-1 has — and that's a 
mirror-lock capability. If you ask 
Olympus why, they will tell you 
that the shutter is so smooth on 
the OM-2, they decided it wasn't 
necessary! 


you can 1 f it's from 
dependonit I Camerulirfes 



SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,:, and to gain a more Informed un¬ 
derstanding of die Island, you will 
find it is an Intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
, doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" * direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youigsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in die tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. There- 
suiting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years Invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk’s public Income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
Imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on die 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in die Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data ameded by die 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in die Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on die Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are In Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners* three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island's form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port "a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was suddenly 
cooled off in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
some self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
have democratic self-government 
from the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never¬ 
theless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement" in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is hopefully the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary, he formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia’s "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using them 
with restraint. He is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5: THE FUTURE 

In view of the Whitlam govern¬ 
ment's decision that Norfolk’s form 
of administration was "outmoded 
and inappropriate” the Common¬ 
wealth arranged for a Royal Com¬ 
mission to be set up in 1975. Its 
purpose was to advise on Norfolk's 
constitutional relationship to Aust¬ 
ralia, and what the Island's future 
form of government might be. 

Most Norfolk witnesses said they 
thought the Island was faring rea¬ 
sonably well, and wanted only 
democratic government. The Nim- 
mo Report - the Report of the Roy¬ 
al Commission - was disdainful of 
the Island and said it should be 
tacked onto the Canberra elector¬ 
ate and made part of the Austral¬ 
ian governmental system. No 
referendum should be allowed on 
this, said the Report - the people 
of Norfolk were too confused to 


appreciate the issues involved. 

The Island reacted with aston¬ 
ishment and anger. The Norfolk 
Council presented a detailed and 
closely-reasoned reply to Judge 
Nimmo's 74 recommendations. 

The Commonwealth Ignored the 
Island’s views, and ridiculed 
"solemn declarations" signed by 
about two-thirds of the electors 
saying that they wanted Norfolk 
to have its own laws, benefits and 
taxes rather than being integrated 
into the Commonwealth. 

Council’s appeal to the U.N. made 
it clear that Norfolk simply would not 
wear the Nimmo recommendations. 

In Dec., 1977, a new Minister - 
R.J. Ellicott, Minister for Home 
Affairs - took responsibility foe 
the Island. So far as Norfolk 
was concerned he was welcomed 
as a saviour, because in 1975, as 
a private Queen's Counsel, he 
had collaborated in a carefully- 
researched legal opinion which 
said that Norfolk was separate and 
distinct from Australia, and that 
Australia had an obligation to ad¬ 
minister Norfolk solely fat the bene¬ 
fit of the territory, and its Inhabi-. 
tants. 

As Minister in charge, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott suddenly announced a radical¬ 
ly different view. 'This is Austral¬ 
ia, " he told people on Norfolk. 

" You are Australians." 

The Norfolk Island Bill 1978 - 
the Commonwealth's alternative 
to the Nimmo Report - was tabled 
in the Australian Parliament in No¬ 
vember, 1978. The Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil had had several meetings with 
Mr. Ellicott about its form, but 
once the Bill was made public the 
people of Norfolk saw that it would 
let them govern little more than 
"roads, drains and noxious weeds", 
and objected to it. 

On February 7 th, 1979, the Council 
voted 8-0 that the Bill was not accept¬ 
able because it did not grant a large 
enough measure of self-government, 
and invited more talks with Mr. Ellicott, 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting itself. 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us? 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - lt*s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230. ” 


Prouds: "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price. 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 


Camerallnes; "The Rollei automatic 
SLR, model 35ME, complete with 
a 35mm wide-angle lens, 135mm 
telephoto lens, a gadget bag and 
electronic flash - a superb com¬ 
plete outfit for only $459." 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 



ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 

A. B.C. HOBBY CENTREl 

+ > 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) => 

! 1 

5 AG* N 


G* 






ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + A BC + AB 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50*. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstone:- 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

“ NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 
7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 
O. T. C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 


★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS SLA UGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TkAHMC H3$T 

Open Every Day 7.30 AM "7pM -Friday till 9pm OPEN 9t 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ Iten. 

... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries. . 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabir; 
items., .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and c 
diments...picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and veg.. - 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & uu 



AIRPORT AND AIRCRAFT: 
BIG DECISION ANY DAY 


A DECISION on Norfolk’s future 
air services is expected to be an¬ 
nounced shortly by the Australian 
Government. 

It will disclose - 

• How much the Norfolk airport 
will be upgraded, and on what sort 
of timetable. 

• What kind of aircraft will car¬ 
ry passengers between Sydney and 
the Island. 

• Whether East-West Airlines is 
likely to continue with the run in¬ 
definitely, or whether Australia's 
major domestic airlines, Ansett 
and T. A.A., will be permitted to 
move in. 

The Department of Transport 
has been weighing the situation for 
over two years. It authorised East- 
West to take over from Qantas's 
old DC-4s early in 1977, flying 
Focker F27-S00*. 

East-West were to have nomina¬ 
ted a replacement aircraft last 
year, and were not to have flown 
the F27$ here after March 1979. 

But a tangle of Departmental 
considerations has prevented East- 
West from being allowed to order 
either of the two aircraft types it 
thinks would 'suit the run best, the 
Focker F28 jet or the BA146 jet. 

About last September the De¬ 
partment once again asked Ansett 
and TAA if they were interested 
in bidding for the service. Ansett 
is understood to have put in a pro¬ 
posal. TAA is understood to be 
less, j nteresi &d.-.hat might weigh 
in,to prevent Ansett's getting an 
particularly if 

Meing"727^tan bfc landed here. 

If the^irport upgrading decision 
is simply to strengthen and finish 
off the existing airport runways, it 
will mean that East-West can be 
expected to remain in the service, 
introducing one of the two types of 
medium-size jets about 1982. when 
the upgrading work would be com¬ 
pleted. 

But if the decision is to extend 
the main runway by 2, 000 or 2, 500 
feet, it will indicate that Ansett or 
TAA 727-200s are envisioned for 
the route. 

The 727-200 carries around 140 
passengers - twice as many as the 
jets East-West has in mind. 

The supporting facilities at die 
airport would have to be extensive¬ 
ly enlarged to handle the Boeings. 


A completely new terminal would 
probably be built to handle the much 
larger groups of passengers and visi¬ 
tors. The airport parking area would 
have to be enlarged by at lea»t 5Vfc. 

The runway extensions would prob¬ 
ably take longer than 1982 for com¬ 
pletion. Building them would re¬ 
quire far more crushed metal, leav¬ 
ing a bigger hole in the Cascade 
quarry or in some new quarry area. 
Heavy trucks hauling the metal 
would break up public roads more 
badly. 

PROBLEMS 

A wide range of side-effects 
would also be felt throughout the 
Island if 140-passenger jets are in¬ 
troduced. Aircraft arrivals would be 
only half as frequent as at present, 
on the average. Accommodation 
houses would have to compress two 
days of guest changeovers into one, 
with a greater demand for house 
staff on airplane days, and less de¬ 
mand for them on no-flight days. 

The Island's small-scale bus and 
taxi systems would be unable to cope, 
and would have to be expanded - 
leaving excess capacity on the off 
days. 

Once the Government’s decision 
is announced in principle, two big 
steps would have to be accomplish¬ 
ed before construction work started. 

One is the engineering and de¬ 
sign of the work. This would be far 
more complex if the airport is to 
handle Boeings. The height of the 
runways might have to be altered 
slightly, creating a problem at the 
crossover. The airport might have 
to be closed for a brief period while 
the crossover was brought to the 
new level. 

A more important step from the 
point of view of Norfolk residents 
could be the necessary Environment¬ 
al Impact Study. It would be re¬ 
quired to hear any public objec¬ 
tions and weigh them - and if a 
major runway extension is what 
Australia wants, residents can be ex¬ 
pected to lodge some written objec¬ 
tions. 

Whatever Australia decides to do, 
it seems highly likely that the pres¬ 
ent F27s, rather than being replaced 
on the original schedule, will be Nor¬ 
folk’s Sydney aircraft for another 
three years yet. 
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FOR DECADES AUSTRALIA HAS SUCCESSFULLY BLOCKED NORFOLK ISLANDERS FROM TAKING PART IN SOUTH 
PACIFIC ISLANDS ACTIVITIES — BUT IN SPITE OF AUSTRALIAN POLICY, THE PEOPLE OF NORFOLK AT LAST ARE 


INVITED TO JOIN THE OTHER PACIFIC IS.! 


NORFOLK ISLAND has been regis¬ 
tered as an approved pardcipant in 
the South Pacific Gaines in Suva, 
Fiji, August 27di - September 8th 
this year. 

The registration is a break-through 
for the Island and a major setback 
for Australian Government policies 
designed to prevent Norfolk from 
contacts with the other islands of 
the South Pacific. 

Last year a group from the Norfolk 
bowling and golf clubs wrote to Ad¬ 
ministrator D.V.O'Leary saying 
they wanted to take part in the Gam 
es and asking for the Administra¬ 
tor's co-operation and support. 

They were turned down flat. 

Since then they have gone direct¬ 
ly to the South Pacific Commission 
and the South Pacific Sporting Com¬ 
mission, and have been assured that 
Norfolk sportsmen are eligible and 
welcome. 

An official letter of confirmation 
of die Island's status has been rec¬ 
eived from Mr. Brian Whiteman, 
secretary of the Games, in Fiji. 

Island sporting organisations have 
been alerted to move quickly if 
they want to send competitors to 
Suva. 

Among the sports in which Norfolk 
residents may compete are golf, 
bowling, basketball, netball and 
athletics. 

There is keen interest in sending 
some young people along to take 
part in junior events. 

The Games this year will probably 
be die most successful and best-at¬ 
tended ever, with over 2, 000 com¬ 
petitors from all oyer the South 
Pacific islands. 

Compedtors are assured of accom¬ 
modation in Fiji, hut well-wishers 
who may go along to support them 
could have trouble finding a bed. 

Until news of Norfolk's official 
registration was received, it look¬ 
ed as if Norfolk and Pitcairn Island 
would be the only two members of 
the South Pacific community that 
would not be taking part in the 
Games. 

Pitcairn's absence from the list - 
circulated several months ago by 
the Games organisers - is readily 
explained by die shortage of young 
people and die great difficulty and 
Irregularity of transport from Pit¬ 
cairn. 


But Norfolk's absence, like its 
absence at South Pacific Confer - 
erence meetings over the years, was 
pure Australian colonial politics - 
designed to block Norfolk people 
from getting to know people from 
the rest of the Pacific, who might 
have contagious notions about hum¬ 
an rights, democratic government 
and self-determination. 

If Norfolk sportsmen can get them¬ 
selves organised quickly enough, 
they will be able to rub shoulders 
with some extremely interesting 
fellow-islanders at Suva. The list: 

★American Samoa - which last 

Yay, Norfolk! 
Let’s Go! 



SUVA - AUG. 27 - SEPT. 8, 1979 


2,000 COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


year for the first time began elect¬ 
ing its own Governor. 

★Cook Islands - which have won 
the right of self-government in free 
association with New Zealand. 

★Fiji - which won independence 
from Britain. 

★French Polynesia - still rigidly 
controlled as a colony, like Norfolk, 
and struggling to gain self-govern¬ 
ment. 

★Gilbert Islands - will become 
an independent state - renamed in 
their own language "Kiribati", pro¬ 
nounced "Kiribasi" - in July. 

★Guam - a self-governing U.S. 
territory. 

★Nauru - won independence from 
Australia in 1968, after a long, hard 
struggle involving the United Nat¬ 
ions. 

★New Caledonia - another French 
colony, with strong feelings of in¬ 
dependence among the real island¬ 
ers. 

★New Hebrides - split by joint 
French and British rule, and a hot¬ 
bed of politics. 


★Niue - seif-governing in free 
association with New Zealand. 

★Papua New Guinea - won inde¬ 
pendence from Australia in 1975. 

★Solomon Islands - won indepen¬ 
dence from Britain just last year. 

★Tokelau Islands - a small colo ¬ 
ny of New Zealand, but assured of 
the right of self-determination and 
self-government if the people want 
it. 

★Tonga - has been an independ¬ 
ent kingdom longer than Britain. 

★Trust Territory of the Pacific - 
various island groups now negoti¬ 
ating with the U.S. about the terms 
of self-government in association 
with the U.S. 

★Tuvalu - now independent. 

★Wallis and Futuna - another 
French colony, but willing to re¬ 
main so, according to a referen¬ 
dum several years ago. 

★Western Samoa - became inde¬ 
pendent in 1962, following a pleb¬ 
iscite of the people carried out by 
the United Nations. 

The Games are not in any sense 
political, and Olympic authorities 
in recent years have decried the 
use of the Olympic Games as a 
stage for political activism. There 
is wide agreement that politics 
ou$)t to be kept out of sport. 

But Norfolk competitors at the 
South Pacific Games would certain¬ 
ly have the chance to meet some 
Interesting people and to make 
some good friends for Norfolk. 

80 FESTIVAL 

THE PEOPLE of Norfolk have been 
invited to take part in one of the 
great island events in this part of the 
world - the South Pacific Festival of 
Arts. 

The third such festival will be 
held in Papua New Guinea from 
June29th to July 12th next year. 

Norfolk people who are interested 
in taking an active part, and are 
accepted as participants, will have 
all of their accommodation, food 
and transport in Papua New Guinea 
paid for, but will need ta arrange 
their own transportation to and from 
Port Moresby. 

The Festival will bring together 
people from almost all the island 
groups in the Pacific. If a Norfolk 
group takes part, those who attend 
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will have a rare opportunity to be¬ 
gin re-establishing links with other 
islands, which have long been block¬ 
ed by the Australian Government. 

Because Government policies have 
prevented Norfolk from taking part 
in the annual South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence, or in the South Pacific Games, 
The News last month put the ques¬ 
tion of Norfolk participation in the 
Festival to its chairman, Mr. Mali 
Voi. Director of the National Cul¬ 
tural Council of Papua New Guinea. 

Mentioning past experiences with 
Government policies concerning the 
Conference and the Games, The 
News’s letter said "It may be that 
Australia will work in some similar 
way to discourage Norfolk people 
from becoming involved in the Festi¬ 
val, 

"A first question is - are they wel¬ 
come ?" 

Mr. Voi has discussed the position 
with a number of people, and has re¬ 
plied, "Let me reassure you that the 
people of Norfolk Island are most 
welcome to participate in the third 
South Pacific Arts Festival. 

"With such an interesting back¬ 
ground as descendants of the Mutiny 
on the Bounty, the cultural exchange 
should indeed be stimulating. ” 

Mr. Voi said that an official invi¬ 
tation for Norfolk to take part has 
been sent to Administrator D. V. O'¬ 
Leary. 

The aims of the Festival are - 

•To encourage the preservation 
and revival of the traditional cultures 
of the Pacific. 

•To encourage new forms of cul¬ 
tural activity suited to the needs of 
the people of the Pacific. 

•To encourage a greater awareness 
of the cultural richness of the Pacific 
throughout the world. 

•To foster a greater sense of unity 
throughout the Pacific. 

The Festival is planned to include 
dance groups from most countries, a 
wide range of music and at least six 
drama groups. The cultural aspects 


of the two-week programme will in¬ 
clude exhibitions and demonstrations 
of Pacific flower-growing, cooking, 
games, canoe-building and tapa 
cloth making. 

There will also be a mini film 
festival of motion pictures concern¬ 
ing the islands of the Pacific. 

Participants will have to pay their 
own fares to Port Moresby, but 
Papua New Guinea will provide ac¬ 
commodation, food and transport 
within the country. Accommoda¬ 
tion for participants will be pro¬ 
vided at PNG’s university, adminis¬ 
trative college and teachers' col¬ 
lege. If necessary, the organisers 
hope to have one oc more ships an¬ 
chored in Port Moresby Harbour, 
serving as floating hotels. 

New Caledonia, Tuvalu, the 
New Hebrides, Cook Islands, West¬ 
ern Samoa and French Polynesia 
have all indicated an Interest in 
issuing commemorative stamps in 
honour of the Festival, and other 
stamp-issuing authorities have been 
invited to do so. Papua New Guinea 
will issue a series of five stamps, 
and is considering a commemorative 
50 toea coin. 

Norfolk has been invited to plan 
t commemorative stamp or stamp 


series as well. 



Pork chops 

Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
[the CROCK-POT well with some 
[of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 

; cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour belore serving the 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

Vi cup canned mushrooms in 
. butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vi cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

jl cup canned tomatoes 
[seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

PETE’S 

PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD 


By R. Nixon Dalkin 

Fascinating, detailed account of 1 
the historic Kingston graves, 
including a fold-out plan of tha 
cemetery. An essential guide for 


Tremendous value at $3.50 from 
Jansen's Newsagency, the Trading 
Pest, Bums Phllp, the Tourist Bureau , 
or Leeside. Also ask for Marvel Hoars'* 
Ramblers Guide to Norfolk Island 



“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 


SCREENING LAT EST - RELEA SE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

BIG HITS "ISLAND IN THE STREAM" - a drama.... "SILENT FLUTE" - Karad action.... 

' . "MAGIC" - a mystery.... "THE LAST WAVE" - Australian aborigines occult 

SCHEDULED dram*-... "ICE CASTLE"’- drama.... "GRAY LADY DOWN:"- submarine drama 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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\soon RB/iew\ 

NORFOLK ISLAND 1846 
"The Botany Bay of Botany Bay" 

The reports of Naylor and Stuart 


THESE ARE INTERESTING, if some¬ 
what expensive, days for people 
. seriously Interested in Norfolk Isl¬ 
and's history. 

Late last year "The Exile's 
Lamentations", a manuscript writ¬ 
ten by a Norfolk prisoner in about 
1840, was published for the first 
time. It will almost certainly re¬ 
main the most outstanding descrip¬ 
tion of the disgraceful prison col- 
only here as seen through a con¬ 
vict's eyes. 

Two other extensive descriptions 
of that foul period - iUfJiemlstically 
called Norfolk’s "Second Settle¬ 
ment" - have now been brought out 
of archives and published in a vol¬ 
ume titled "Norfolk Island 1846". 

The book has 84 foolscap-size 
pages. The quality of its paper 
and production is high, for these 
days. Only 500 numbered copies 
have been primed for sale, at $36. 
The publishers, Sullivan's Cove at 
Box 1932, Adelaide, have also had 
ten copies bound in leather, with 
the page-edges being slit in the old 
style rather than being machine- 
cut, at $185 a copy. The Trading 
Post has the $35 version on sale. 

The two Norfolk prison descrip¬ 
tions in the book are by the Rev. 

T.B. Naylor, who was the chap¬ 
lain on Norfolk from 1841-1845, . 
and by R. P. Stuart, who wrote an 
official report for die Van Diemen's 
Land government after a two-weeks 
visit in 1846. 

Naylor’s and Stuart's accounts 
were published in a Parliamentary 
paper in England in 1847, titled 
"Correspondence on Convict Dis¬ 
cipline and Transportation”, and 
have been one of the main sources 
of information for Norfolk historians 
ever since. In republishing them 
the Sullivan's Cove edition adds 45 
explanatory footnotes that shed fur¬ 
ther light on the people and events 
described. There is a helpful in¬ 
troduction, and an appendix list¬ 
ing 42 years of punishments inflict¬ 
ed on a single prisoner, Denis Doher¬ 
ty. Restored to the Stuart report are 
some passages that were expurgated 
in the original Parliamentary paper, 
commenting on homosexuality in the 
prison. They are neither substantial 
nor lurid. 


.Stuart’s report is 35 pages long, 
and considerably the more descript¬ 
ive. It is critical of the state of af¬ 
fairs on Norfolk - not so much be¬ 
cause the place was a degrading hell¬ 
hole, but because the Commandant, 
Major Joseph Childs, had let disci¬ 
pline go . 

The report describes Major Childs 
as "a most amiable benevolent 
gentleman", which might possibly 
qualify for the Guinness Book of 
Records in a new category of "Ni¬ 
cest thing ever said of a member 
of the establishment by another 
member". 

What Norfolk needed, Stuart 
recommended, was new walls inside 
the mess compound, to enforce 
obedience; the replacement of the 
broken-down windmill with a tread- 
wheel, "offering, as that descrip¬ 
tion of incessant compulsory labour 
does when combined with separate 
treatment, a means of effectually 
coercing and subduing the harden¬ 
ed and turbulent"; the dismissal of 
officers who had been trading with 
convicts; and similar reforms such 
as building a more-readily-super¬ 
vised blacksmith shop. 

Stuart proposed that Major 
Childs be recalled in favour of 
someone more experienced; and 
this was promptly done. When his 
report was considered by the Execu¬ 
tive Council in Van Dieman's Land 
on July 1st, 1846, the Lt. -Governor 
said it appeared to him that Norfolk 
was "on the very verge of open mu¬ 
tiny", and as he was saying it mu¬ 
tiny was in fact breaking out on the 
Island. 

In his report Stuart carefully cata¬ 
logues the routines, the behaviour 
of prisoners and the physical facil¬ 
ities at Kingston, Longridge and 
Cascade. He describes the food, 
the crops, the wells, the ventilla- 
tion, the hospital, sanitary arrange¬ 
ments, the barracks, boot-making, 
lighting, prayers, the bakehouse. 

It is an orderly, informative report 
by a police magistrate concerned 
to make a system work, and ap¬ 
parently untroubled by whether the 
system was right or wrong. 

The Rev. Thomas Naylor's des¬ 
cription of Norfolk is only half as 
long as Stuart's, and the 1 book's in¬ 
troduction characterises it as "less 
comprehensive and less objective" - 
but in historical fact it was over¬ 
whelmingly more powerful and ef- 
fective. It led to the shutting down 
of the prison. 

When Stuart dealt with procedures, 
Naylor dealt with principles. He 
felt "there are evils which demand 


instant and effectual remedy. " 

He wrote his paper as a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. He sent it to England 
with his wife, asking her to get it 
published as a pamphlet. 

His main points appear as sub¬ 
headings. Norfolk is unfit for a pe¬ 
nal station, he says. There is no dis¬ 
cipline. There are too many men 
herded In one place. All grades of 
convicts mingle indiscriminately. 
Reformation and restoration to so¬ 
ciety are altogether overlooked. 

The diet is inadequate. The expense 
is enormous. There is no court of ap¬ 
peal. 

He describes the Island with re¬ 
strained emotion. He concludes, 

"At all events, my Lord, you must 
do something. Norfolk island cannot 
remain the plague-spot it is much 
longer,.." 

Mr. Naylor showed her husband's 
paper to Alexander Maconochie, who 
had returned to England after his term 
as Norfolk's superintendant. He per¬ 
suaded her to let him send it on to 
an associate of Earl Grey, the Colon - 
ial Secretary. 

Ei$it days later Lord Grey wrote to 
Sir William Denison, who was about 
to sail to take up his post as the new 
Lt. -Governor of Van Diemen's Land. 
He enclosed Naylor’s paper. He in¬ 
structed Denison "with the least pos¬ 
sible delay, to take measures at 
once to break up the establishment 
at Norfolk Island, and withdraw the 
whole population of that settlement 
to Tasman's Peninsula..." 

It took Denison almost a decade 
to do it. but the fate of England’s 
most despicable prison colony was 
sealed from that moment. 

All because a clergyman had the 
courage and the principles to write 
an impassioned letter. 

How foolishly we let ourselves be 
led into remembering and honour¬ 
ing the wrong men in history. The 
steely Major Anderson is remember¬ 
ed on Norfolk because he had his 
name inscribed at the top of large 
Kingston buildings - but the humane, 
admirable Alexander Maconochie is 
forgotten. A deceptive and cruel 
Governor of Norfolk is honoured in 
the name of Rawson Hall - while 
Island heroes like Byron Adams and 
Cornish Quintal have only tombstones. 

The Rev. Thomas Beagley Naylor's 
name should be honoured on Norfolk, 
and people who.care deeply about 
the Island's history will want to have 
this new publishing of his eloquent 
letter, winch broke the hellish grip 
cruelty had here, and set die stage 
for the Pitcairn people to be offered 
a nqw homeland. 
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Isn't part of the plan. 

Nauru has also built a $7 million 
complex in Saipan, owns its own 
airline with Boeing jets, and has 
recently bought the Apian Way Ho¬ 
tel in Apia, Western Samoa, for[ 
$280, 000. The hotel will be reno¬ 
vated as an office for Air Nauru, 
for the Nauru Shipping Line, and 
for Nauru's consular office there. 



Like to stay in a 
Saaoan faaily hoae? 

A NEW TOURISM approach, being 
aried out in American Samoa, 
could offer some pointers for Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

American Samoa's Director of 
Tourism, Mr. Maaka Nua, says 
that many tourists arriving at Pago 
Pago wish they could spend a few 
days living with a Samoan family. 

Pago Pago has one of the most 
outstanding hotels in the South 
Pacific - the Rainmaker, now own¬ 
ed and operated by the American 
c amoa government. But a hotel 
$ a hotel, full of other visitors 
and set apart from the normal, 

’ally life of the community. 

"Many tourists come to the terri¬ 
tory but do not wish to stay in a 
»tge hotel, " says Mr. Nua. "They 
w '.sh to learn about the people and 
«b.)ly lives of Samoans, and because 
. ’his, would prefer to rent a room 
i.om a Samoan family." 

In February he issued a call for 
any family willing to provide such 
a "room for rent" for short-term visi¬ 
tors to get in touch with the Office 
of Tourism and put their name on 
the list. 

The programme appears to be an 
experimental one at this stage. No 
procedures for inspection, issuance 
of licenses, or supervision of stand¬ 
ards were mentioned in die announce¬ 
ment. In good Samoan style the 
idea may be simply to "try it out 
and see", and leave controls to be 
worked out later on if they actually 
prove to be needed. 

There would no doubt be some 
difficulties in the way of Norfolk's 
Tourist Bureau setting up some simi¬ 
lar system here. But if they could 
be overcome there could be advan¬ 
tages in it for residents and visitors 
too. 

Quite apart from the obvious 
gains - some income few local fam¬ 
ilies, and a "real Norfolk" exper¬ 
ience for tourists who like the idea - 


such a scheme could help existing 
accommodation proprietors. If 
private accommodation were avail¬ 
able during overflow tourist periods 
of the year, it would reduce the 
need for new, year-round hotels 
to be built in the future. 

The number of beds offered by 
the full-time accommodation in¬ 
dustry could be scaled to cater for 
the year-around minimum tourist 
population. Existing hotels and 
guest houses might be able to en¬ 
joy a consistently higji occupancy 
rate, with private family rooms 
coming into use mainly in peak 
seasons. 


Nauru "In the black" 
too - In a big way 

THE ECONOMY OF NAURU is boom¬ 
ing along - though the island's mas¬ 
sive phosphate deposits, which have 
made it one of the richest little 
countries in the world, are expect¬ 
ed to last only another 20 years. 

Nauru is only about half the size 
of Norfolk. Its population includes 
42 00 Nauruans and about 3000 work¬ 
ers from other parts of the Sou* 
Pacific. 

But its phosphate exports are 
worth some $70 million a year. 

The British Phosphate Commission - 
largely controlled by Australia and 
New Zealand - exploited the de- 
poits from 1907 until recent years, 
when the Nauruans finally prevail¬ 
ed on Australia to quit administer¬ 
ing the island as an Australian terri¬ 
tory and let it govern its own affairs. 

Nauru takes the profits now, and 
has been investing them in other 
countries to provide long-term se¬ 
curity for Nauruans when the island 
has eventual ly been mined out. 

The island's most spectacular in¬ 
vestment has been the construction 
of Nauru House, a 53-storey office 
block in downtown Melbourne. It 
is said to be big enough to house 
everybody in Nauru - though that 


Violence In Tahiti 
govemoent straggle 

THE STRUGGLE of Tahitians to re¬ 
gain self-government in French 
Polynesia is becoming tinged with 
violence. 

In February French authorities 
sentenced Mr. Charlie Ching, lead¬ 
er of the political party called Te 
Taata Tahiti Tiama, to ten years 
in gaol, and also gave sentences 
to six of his supporters. 

Mr. Ching was convicted of blow¬ 
ing up Tahiti's central post office, 
attempting to sabotage French nu¬ 
clear installations and ships, and 
being involved in the kidnapping 
and murder of a Frenchman. 

Mr. Ching said military installa¬ 
tions and equipment were his only 
target. "Nobody would condemn 
us for battling against the bomb," 
he said, referring to France's con¬ 
tinued use of French Polynesia as 
an atomic test ground. 

The six others convicted were 
Tahitian men, all in their 20s. 

They are members of a commando 
group, said to have been financed 
by Mr. Ching, called Te Toto 
Tupunua - "Blood of our Ancestors". 
They claimed sole responsibility 
for the kidnap-murder. 

At the trial in Tahiti a 30-year- 
old Polynesian who was called as 
a character witness told die court 
"Everyone here knows that there 
are plenty of young people ready 
to do the same thing". 

France conquered Tahiti with 
force a hundred years ago, and 
in 1946 declared that the 150-odd 
islands in the group were now part 
of metropolitan France. Resistance 
to being dominated from overseas 
began growing id the early 1960s, 
and has become angrier as England, 
New Zealand, the United States 
and (in the case of Nauru and Papua 
New Guinea) Australia began with¬ 
drawing from their colonial claims 
and allowing island nations to gov¬ 
ern themselves. 

French Polynesia is governed from 
France, and administered by a 
French-appointed High Commissioner, 
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We have been asked to reprint a Norfolk poem from long ago, and 
do so with great pleasure. It was written by Gustav Quintal, who 
used to be Headmaster. 


LIVING 


NORFOLK ODE 

ON NORFOLK'S SUNNY, SEA-GIRT ISLE WE'LL RAISE OUR VOICES HIGH 
IN PRAISE OF VERDANT HILL AND DALE BENEATH A KINDLY SKY. 

THE LAUGHING WAVES THAT LAPPING LAVE O’ER LOUD IN ANGER ROAR 

WE'LL JOIN OUR SONG IN CADENCE WILD AROUND OUR CRAGGY SHORE. 

IN JOYFUL STRAINS THEN LET US SING. 

THOUGH WAVES TUMULTUOUSLY ROAR. 

OUR ISLAND HOME IS BUT A SPECK ON OCEAN'S BOSOM WIDE 

IT'S DEAR TO US, SINCE BOYS AND GIRLS; IT IS OUR HOME AND PRIDE. 

THE LOFTY PINES WILL BECKON US IF E'RE ABROAD WE ROAM 

AND PALMS AND FERNS WILL WELCOME US BACK TO OUR ISLAND HOME. 

NO HEARTIER WELCOME SHALL WE GET 
THOUGH ALL THE EARTH WE ROAM. 

OUR LAND IS RICH WITH LUSCIOUS FRUIT; WITH FISH OUR WATERS SWARM 
OUR VALLEYS DEEP ARE GAY AND RICH, OUR CLIMATE MILD AND WARM. 

OUR LAND ABOUNDS IN NATURE'S GIFTS OF BEAUTY RICH AND RARE 

LET'S BLESS THE GIVER OF GOOD THINGS WHO ALL THIS GOOD DID PLAN 

AND LET US THANKFUL BE TO HIM FOR HIS GREAT GIFTS TO MAN. 

YES, LET US THANKFUL BE TO HIM 
FOR HIS GREAT GIFTS TO MAN. 




TWO LOVELY, showy plants for 
this climate - Bouggainvillea and 
Frangipani. 

Some of the lesser-known colours 
In both of these are worth-while. 
For example, a deep gold or white 
bougainvillea mixed or near one 
of the red shades or pinky shades 
makes good contrast. They need 
very little care apart from pruning, 
which is best done after winter 
flowering - then cut back to 1/2. 
Some of the good colours are - 
Magniflca TrailUr, large bracts, 
mid purple, and vigorous. 

Hawaiian Gold , lovely molten 
gold,” very free-flowering. 

Mrs. Butt, old variety of nice 
deep red. 

Alba - snowy white. 

Glabosa Sandercana lavender, 
very good tub subject. 

There are some good doubles, but 
1 doubt they would be available on 
Norfolk due to import restrictions. 

Another pretty and showy creeper 
is Thurbergia Gibsonia, small green 
leaves with pretty shade of orange 
flowers, with deep brown throat. 
They are perhaps not so well known 
as the classic Stephanotis and Jas¬ 
mine. 

Frangl-Pani come in no less than 
ten colours. The following I have 
growing in my garden: Apricot 
Gem, Limberlost Pink, Suva Red, 
Cairns Red, not forgetting the love¬ 
ly well known cream variety. 

Use nicotine sulphate combined 
with white oil to control scale, 
should sooty look appear on plant. 

NOW IS a good time to take Hi¬ 
biscus cuttings. Take short cuttings 
of half-ripe wood, set in peat moss 
or sharp sand if moss not available. 



LAST MONTH I suggested a differ¬ 
ent way of preparing zucchini, and 
now here is another. 


RAW ZUCCHINI SALAD 
li cups thinly sliced raw zucchini 
1 cup thinly sliced raw carrots 
3 spring onions, chopped 
i cup flced sharp cheese 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 
\ cup mayonaise 
1/3 6up Vinegar 


salt 

lettuce leaves 

Mix zucchini, carrots, green oni¬ 
ons, sharp cheese and parsley. 
Sprinkle with salt. Mix mayonaise 
and vinegar and add to vegetables 
gently mixing to coat ingredients. 
Serve on lettuce leaves. 


HERE IS an unusual dish which com¬ 
bines our delightful local fish with 
bananas. 

TRUMPETER PRINCESS 
Dip fillets in egg and bread crumbs 
and fry in hot oil. Arrange on oven¬ 
proof serving dish. 

Lightly fry split bananas and arran¬ 
ge on top of each fillet. Make suf¬ 
ficient thick cheese sauce with peel¬ 
ed chopped tomatoes and grated on¬ 
ion. Pour over fish 10 minutes be¬ 
fore serving. Cover dish and reheat 


in moderate oven. 


WITH GUAVAS so plentiful at the 
moment I tried using them this way. 
The dessert tasted and really look¬ 
ed good. 

GUAVA CHEESECAKE 
Crumb crust to cover an 8" spring 
form tin. 

2i cups guava puree 
3 dessertspoons gelatine 
12 oz. can chilled evaporated milk 
8 ox. Philadelphia cream cheese 
1 cup castor sugar 
Dissolve gelatine in 2 cups of 
guava puree over low heat and add 
sugar. Whip cheese with milk, then 
combine all ingredients, stirring 
well. Fill case with mixture and 
swirl the remaining guava pulp 
over the top of your cheesecake. 
Chill. 


ENGLISH ENAMELS The revival of an 
Eighteenth Century Craft - enamelled on copper 
and handpainted , ' "* 


T/eMcrest 



LINEN in a brilliant array of decorator colours 
and designs to complement your decor. 


A series of items, manufactured entirely by hand, 
incorporating the Victorian Art of pressed flowers. 


ADD FRAGRANCE to the home or give an 
aromatic gift - choose from a large selection 
of Pomanders, Potpouris, Sachets, Herb Cushions, etc. 


..AND MANY OTHER SURPRISES 

C^Piccadilly, 



or quality and | 
individuality 


OPPOSITE THE STRAND ARCADE 
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OVER THE LAST few days we have 
been experiencing the most perfect 
sunny Autumn days - previous to 
this it was rather tedious having to 
put up with the very humid weather. 
One thing that did thrive during this 
time was the lawns which seemed 
to grow inches overnight - thanks to 
the numerous showers of rain. At 
least the Island now looks Its nor¬ 
mal self once again - picturesque 
green everywhere. 

The drawing of die Leagues Club 
Raffle was the highlight of a very 
happy 21st birthday for Tammy Hall 
who won herself the super prize of 
a trip to the Mainland U.S. and 
Hawaii. The runners up prizes were 
also won by locals, namely, the 
•Chris Gatehouses' and the 'Albert 
Buffetts’. The Leagues Club sold 
all the tickets for the raffle and now 
this puts them in a position nearer 
their being able to commence the 
new Leagues Club building which 
will be an added attraction for lo¬ 
cals and tourists - all the Leagues 
Clubs have reciprocal rights for 
members. 

With all the talk of the cheap 
fares to different places throughout 
the world, the fact is that there 
aren’t enough seats for all the Aust¬ 
ralians and New Zealanders to take 
these trips when they are planning 
their holidays, so, for those still 
wanting to get away, Norfolk can 
and should still be an attractive 
place for holidaymakers. 

Many locals are away and going 
for their annual holidays at the pres- 
, ent time. For those who like the 
charm of the South Sea Islands, many 


from die Island have enjoyed their 
time on board the 'Kalia' whilst do¬ 
ing her route to such places as Vila, 
Tonga, Suva, Apia and Pago Pago. 

Eric and Daphne Williams are away 
on 2 months leave visiting family and 
friends in Brisbane and the Sunshine 
Coast. Eric will be participating in 
the Brisbane/Gladstone Yacht Race - 
an old favourite pastime. 

There were various farewell func¬ 
tions for Jim 'Jungles’ Baker who has 
been the popular Accountant at the 
Commonwealth Bank and whose term 
has finished. Jim is off on an over¬ 
seas jaunt before taking up his new 
post. 

The Bank of New South Wales has 
also lost one of their members after 
completing a 2 year term. Sue Carr 
has a new posting near her home town; 
for the next two years Sue will be in 
Condobolin but before commencing 
there Sue has 3 months leave. 

Congratulations to Rob and Lyn 
Wotherspoon on the birth of their 
son Brendon bom on 21st March. Lyn 
was previously running 'Susan Janes 
Hair Salon’ and Rob works in Camera¬ 
lines. 

The Norfolk Island Pony Club had 
an evening recently where films 
were shown of some of the Club's 
members' recent visit to New Zea¬ 
land - Tauranga Pony Club. The 
evening was also a farewell to Fiona 
Adams and her parents, Don and 
Olwyn. Don has operated an account¬ 
ing business on the Island for many 
years. 

Great activity at the Norfolk Island 
Central School on Monday, 19th 
March when the School Captains 


were inducted and the badges and 
certificates were awarded for life¬ 
saving achievements. Sheryl Dead- 
man - Lady Captain; Michelle Le- 
Cren - Lady Vice-Captain; Paul 
'Shorty' Kelrnan - Gentleman Cap¬ 
tain; Ray Tullner - Gentleman Vice- 
Captain. Congratulations to you all. 

Wednesday, 28th March, was the 
perfect day for the Norfolk Island 
Central School’s Sports Day held 
down on the oval at Kingston. The 
children all enjoyed the day and es¬ 
pecially those lucky enough to be 
able to win trophies and shields 
which the Deputy Administrator, 

Mr. Gordon Williams, presented. 

Some of the major trophy winners 
were Teresa Grube - Senior Girl 
Champion; Senior Boy Champion - 
Neville Bigg; Junior Girl Champion - 
Monica Menzies; Junior Boys Cham¬ 
pion - Tony Mitchell; Infants' Boys 
Champions - equal Michael Page 
and Adrian Evans; Infants' Girls 
Champion - Jodie Williams. The 
House Champion ShieW was won by 
Nepean - 806 points; Norfolk - 742; 
and Philip - 539. All the specta¬ 
tors, comprising parents and visitors, 
thoroughly enjoyed watching the 
children who had been well organ¬ 
ised for the day's events. 

With Easter just around the corner 
many people will be looking forward 
to enjoying a short break which over 
the past years has been perfect wea¬ 
ther for being on the beach, having 
barbecues and attending the R. S. L. 
Easter Race Meeting down on the 
racecourse at Kingston. 

Zena Heinz, the Island's popular 
photographer, was married recently 
to Kees Zeilstra on Mount Pitt - the 
nearest spot to heaven. Zena and 
Kees had as their attendants Jean 
Mitchell and Alan Dyer - it was a 
very happy and relaxed occasion and 
everyone enjoying the toasting of 
the couple which was held at 'Branka 
House'. 

There seems to have been consider¬ 
able interest taken with the colour 
video cassette tape systems which is 
entertainment for all the family, 
and especially to those who live alone. 
Now, with winter approaching, their 
popularity will probably even grow 
larger. The Arts Council are run¬ 
ning a raffle with one of these sys¬ 
tems as the main prize. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - fbr our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Tw elve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P,O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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EDITORIAL 

Prove it, please 


ANY REASONABLE PERSON who cares enough about 
Norfolk Island to Inquire Into Its history - to read the musty 
old Council minutes, to examine the petitions to the Queen, 
to talk with elderly Islanders about what their fathers taught 
them, and about their own experiences - becomes aware of 
two facts that are beyond any dispute. 

One Is that the Pitcairn people left their old home 
Island and agreed to move here in 1856 believing that they 
were promised all of Norfolk, and the right to continue gov¬ 
erning themselves as they had on Pitcairn. They would not 
have agreed to move if they had doubted that promise 

The other is that Australian-based authorities for 123 
years have disbelieved that the Pitcairners could have been 
promised such things. Repeatedly - always with superior 
lawyers and superior force - they have asserted that it must 
have been a misunderstanding. 

In the 19th century it may have been acceptable for 
Britain, Holland, France or Germany to dominate distant 
colonies and suck what they could out of them. But no 
longer. Everyone - Britain among the leaders, to its credit 
- has realised that the people of the old colonies are entit¬ 
led to put their heads up now. Entitled to make their own 
decisions, for better or worse. Entitled to muck up their 
own lives if they can't help it, because of inexperience. 
Perhaps even entitled to some help by way of coaching or 
subsidy, to lessen the chance of such mistakes. 

Colonialism has died, as a philosophy. 

Only four ugly wisps of it remain in the islands of the 
South Pacific. France, in Polynesia and New Caledonia. 
Chile, in Easter Island. Australia, in Norfolk Island. 

Australia has recently been given, by the happen¬ 
stance of history, an opportunity to bring Its Norfolk Island 
policies into the 20th century. There is no doubt what the 
ordinary people of Australia would have said, had they 
been asked. They would have said "Norfolk thinks it can 
make a go of it without any finance from us? Beauty'. 

Good luck to them’. ” 

But the small number of men who control the Austra¬ 
lian Government have decided something very different. 

Here are their policies and actions, freshly decided 
on in the year 1979. The quotations cited are the words of 
the Honourable R J Ellicott, Q. C., M. P , Australia's Gov¬ 
ernment Minister responsible for good government on Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

1. Norfolk Island, which was created a "distinct and 
separate settlement" in 1856 and accepted as such by Austra¬ 


lia in 1914, has been deprived of that status and has been 
annexed by the Commonwealth against the Island's will and 
without the Island's knowledge, consultation or consent. 

"This is Australia." 

2. The only elected representatives of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and people, the eight members of the Norfolk island Coun¬ 
cil, are not recognised for what they are. "I don’t believe 
you now represent the people in political reality.. .you don't 
represent the political realities of Norfolk Island." 

3. The will of the people is not recognised as the 
basis for the authority of government. The Council asked 
Mr. Ellicott to add a straightforward clause to the Preamble 
of the Norfolk Island Bill, recording that it was desirable 

to make provisions that would enable the people of the Isl¬ 
and to consent to their own form of government. Mr. Elll- 
cott refused to do so. The Government of Australia is not 
prepared to accept such a principle. 

4. The people of Norfolk Island will be subject, in a 
newly-written law, to taxation without representation. The 
people have complained about this for generations. "This 
sudden talk of tax without representation on the Island - 
well you have had tax without representation since 1914." 

6. The people will not be permitted to vote on wheth¬ 
er, or how, their constitution is changed. "I am not prepared 
to put a referendum provision in." 

6. The wishes of the people, if they should be con¬ 
sidered important, will be determined by an Australian Gov¬ 
ernment Minister. "The Australian Minister.. .will always 
have to make an assessment of what is the broad view of 

the people of the Island. " 

7. The wishes of the people, in any event, will not 
determine Government policies. "Australia is the ultimate 

judge.” 

8. The head of the Island's government will continue 
to be an outside appointed "Administrator". Councillors 
have made it clear that the title is detested on the Island. 

Mr. Ellicott: "The Australian Government presence on the 
Island will be marked by a person who has been called the 

, Administrator and who will be called the Administrator. 

We have used that term in the Northern Territory, we have 
used it in Papua New Guinea, and we see no reason not to 
use it on Norfolk Island." 

9 United Nations obligations accepted by Australia 
as a sacred trust will not be recognised on Norfolk Island. 

"If you want to butt your heads against that wall, go ahead." 

10. Even though Norfolk Island is self-supporting, 
Australia will determine how most of the Island's own local 
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revenues are to be spent, and a local Assembly will not be 
able to interfere. "This would give the Legislative Assemb¬ 
ly a chance to thwart the necessary financial policies of the 
Commonwealth within Norfolk Island... The Government 
should not give away its reserve powers. It is really patern¬ 
alistic but it represents the Government's overall responsi¬ 
bility." 

11. If the people are dissatisfied they can complain 
to the Administrator. "This policy really allows you to at¬ 
tack the Government. You can pass resolutions without the 
Administrator present to caution you.. .if the Administrator 
says he will not listen to you, you can go back in the Assem¬ 
bly and say you tried to talk to the Administrator." 

12. Most Incredibly of all, two sentences spoken to the 
eight elected representatives of the people of the Island, on 
Match 26th, 1979. " You are under the complete bondage of 
the Australian Birllament. You are not free." 

AND SO THE FEW MEN who direct the Australian 
Government have declared that it is their absolute right to 
rule the people of Norfolk bland. 

It would seem reasonable, as they move to enforce 
that decision, to ask one polite, simple question. 

If a motorist is pulled up by a police officer and asked 
to show his driver's license, the driver ought to show it. It is 
not good enough to say, "Look, 1 have been driving this car 
for 64 years'." It is not good enough to say, "I am a Minister 
of State*." It is not good enough to say. "We will solve this 
with co-operation, collaboration and consensus." Show 
your license, please. 

May we see you license, please, Australia? Please 
show the people of Norfolk Island - and the people of the 
South Pacific, and the people of the United Nations, and 
your friends in ASEAN - your credentials. 

Show us your license to govern the people of Norfolk 
Island against their will. 

Show us your license to tax the people without their 
representation. 

Show us your license to require Norfolk Island to be 
self-supporting - and then to spend 80<7o of the money the 
Island raises itself. 

Show your license to take away from Norfolk the only 
large resource most islands have - the surrounding sea and 
seabed. 


Show us your license to impose any lav.’ your Parlia¬ 
ment wants to lay on the people here. Show us your license 
to cancel any law we might make ourselves, for your own 
reasons. You say it is "our" Parliament. Our Parliament? 

In which we have no vote, and want none? Our Parliament, 
in which the Norfolk Island Bill began being debated with 
a total of four members present in the H?use of Represent¬ 
atives? 

You can of course produce a license showing that you 
own the buildings at Kingston, can't you? Let's see it. We 
can demonstrate that they were given to the Pitcairners in 
1856. 

You can of course demonstrate that a large part of 
Norfolk's land belongs to you. Please have your vast, edu¬ 
cated Attorney-General's Department pull the deeds out of 
their files and put them on the table. Do they seem to have 
been misplaced somehow’ No - not that paper saying that 
you were given authority for Norfolk's good government in 
1914. That's not the one. Let's see the deeds. 

Perhaps you've mislaid your license, and the deeds, 
temporarily. That can happen to anyone. There's a simple 
procedure to overcome the problem. We all go along to a 
court - the United Nations • and get impartial people to con¬ 
sider the facts and render a reasonable verdict. What could 
be fairer? The truth will out, you know. 

But perhaps that would be embarrassing, when you've 
insisted for all these years that the United Nations must not 
be allowed to interfere on Norfolk Island. 

Very well. Let's keep it quiet, and solve it in the 
family. Let's have a discreet referendum. Let's leave if to 
the people who will be much the most affected by the de¬ 
cision. We'll abide by that, whatever the majority say. 

You don't tike that either? 

All right, sir, show your driver's license. 

Prove your right to subjugate the people of Norfolk 
Island. Demonstrate the source of your right to dominate. 

Prove it, Mr. Ellicott. Prove it. Mr. Peacock. Prove 
It, Mr. Fraser. All you have to do is take the license out 
of your pocket, and let us read it. 

Prove it - or take your bullying, colonial hands off 
this God-fearing, self-supporting, decent, defenceless 
people and leave them in peace. 

Prove it - or restore freedom here quickly, while you 
can do so with a semblance of honour rather than in disgrace. 


The Norfolk Island News is published monthly, normally on the 15th of the month - but there will be no issue in May of this 
year. The publisher is Ed Howard, P.O.Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, South Pacific. All contents©copyright. Airmail sub - 
scriptlons: to Australia $10; to N.Z., $A16 ; to other Pacific islands $A18 ; U.S. A. -U.K. $A24 - shortened if postage rises. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDON1ENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, cat & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED ftouvators, hoes, aU 

j agricultural Implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES .. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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A NEW FLAG FOR NORFOLK 

ThE DESIGN FOR THE ISLAND’S NEW FLAG HAS BEEN UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
BY COUNCIL. A PRELIMINARY ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF THE DESIGN IS ON PAGE FIVE 


MOVE TO ALTER VOTING 

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE KIND OF UNIFIED COUNCIL NORFOLK VOTERS PUT 
IN LAST TIME, WHAT DO YOU DO? EASY - JUST COUNT THE VOTES DIFFERENTLY! 


Editorial - p.33 

MR. ELLICOTT’S PROMISES 
ARE NOW ON TRIAL 


ocean*zone: AUSTRALIA TAKES ALL 

TOSSING ASIDE THE MINISTER’S BROAD REASSURANCES TO COUNCIL IN 
MARCH, THE DEPARTMENT IN CHARGE SAYS AUSTRALIA WILL HAVE THE LOT 


salaries: 18 TIMES AS MUCH? 

COUNCIL SALARIES TOTAL $4, 300 NOW; THE ASSEMBLYMEN’S COULD 
TOTAL $78, 000 IF AN AUSTRALIAN TRIBUNAL TAKES MR. ELLICOTT’S ADVICE 


2 -2&% TAX IS ENOUGH 

A MODEST NEW TAX - PROBABLY ON SALES OR "VALUE ADDED" - SHOULD 
MEET ALL NORFOLK’S NEEDS FOR SOME TIME TO; COME. SAYS PROF. GATES 


plus: 

TEAM OF 27 WILL BE NORFOLK’S FIRST AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES 
CONTENTION AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUT JET EXPANSION AT AIRPORT 
NEWS FROM OTHER ISLANDS...HELEN PAYNE’S RECIPES... GOOD WINES*” 
"IN BOND".. .AND "LETTER FROM HOME"TELLS ABOUT PEOPLE’S DOINGS 



COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


f_3 bcinMcctrd 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1. 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL IEW ELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL. MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL TEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
— NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 


NO REACTION FROM NORFOLK’S MINISTER AS HIS RE-ASSURANCES TO THE ISLAND ARE BRUSHED ASIDE - - 

Australia Will Take the Benefits Out Of 
Norfolk’s Ocean Zone, Top Dept. Says 


AUSTRALIA’S DEPARTMENT of 
Primary Industry has sharply contra¬ 
dicted the views of the Minister for 
Home Affairs (R.J. Ellicott) on 
Norfolk’s right to benefits from the 
Island’s surrounding 200-mile ocean 
zone. 

In March Mr. Ellicott avoided 
making any clear commitments on 
the subject, but was reassuring. 

On March 14th, in a meeting broad¬ 
cast to the Island, he told Council 
that - 

• *T don’t think you ate going' 
to find that Mr. Sinclair as the 
Minister for Primary Industry is go¬ 
ing to say that all die benefits from 
the zone should go to the consoli¬ 
dated revenue and stay there. In 
other words, I think you will find 

a positive attitude on the part of 
the Government... ” 

• “Although it’s unlikely that 
you’re going to get the Government 
to agree to say that Norfolk Island 
includes an area of 200 miles of 
sea around Norfolk Island and Philip 
Island, it doesn't mean that the 
Government doesn't accept a sort 
of broad approach that benefits 
from that zone shouldn't go to Nor¬ 
folk Island - do you follow me?" 

• "It being the broad attitude 
of the Government that it would 
not want to say that the benefits, 
in a broad sense, in the economic 
zone shouldn’t go to Norfolk Island." 

In May, word reached Council 
that the Department of Primary In¬ 
dustry had ideas very different from 
the 'broad attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment” as expressed by Mr. Ellicott. 
In an official memorandum to Mr. 
Ellicott’s department. Primary In¬ 
dustry says - 

• "In assessing all proposals in¬ 
volving foreign participation in the 
Australian fishing zone (which Aust¬ 
ralia defines to include Norfolk's 
waters -ed.) the Government will 
be seeking to ensure that benefits 

to Australia are maximised." 

• “I note that the Administrator 
seeks an official reaction to the 
Councillors' ambitions to seek bene¬ 
fits for Norfolk Island.., In accord¬ 
ance with well established practice 
any funds generated will be credited 
to the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
from which allocations are normal¬ 
ly made in accordance with Gov¬ 


ernment objectives and commit¬ 
ments bearing in mind prevailing 
economic conditions and budget¬ 
ary constraints. You will be aware 
that it is not the practice of the 
Commonwealth Government to link 
revenue collections with expenditure 
for specific purposes. " 

Ownership of fishing and other 
economic rights in the 200-mile 
zone around Norfolk were claimed 
on behalf of the Island by the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council on March 7 th. 

At that time neither the fishing 
nor any other exploitative rights 
in the zone had been claimed by 
anyone. In notifying the Austral¬ 
ian Government of its declaration. 
Council asked that the Government 
honour the declaration and make its 
existence known to anyone Interest¬ 
ed in exploiting the resources of the 
zone. 

In proposing the declaration. 


A BASIC CHANGE in the way Nor¬ 
folk electors elect their represent¬ 
atives has been proposed by Minis¬ 
ter R.J. Ellicott. 

Although most Councillors raised 
serious objections to the change, 
Mr. Ellicott seemed unaffected by 
their objections on June 9th, and 
said he personally would decide 
which system would be used. 

Debate on Mr. Ellicott's pro¬ 
posed preferential voting method 
took a major share of the time in 
public meetings he held with the 
Council during his June 7-10 visit. 

Councillor Greg Quintal asked 
if a referendum could be held to 
let voters decide which system 
they preferred. Mr. Ellicott said 
he would consider this. 

In presenting the preferential vo¬ 
ting system to Council, Mr. Elli¬ 
cott asked a member of his Depart¬ 
ment, Mr. Paul Moloney, to ex¬ 
plain it. 

Several Councillors objected to 
the fact that the system could not 
be understood by most voters. 
Councillor Duncan McIntyre said 
he felt this was bad for the demo- 


Councillor Geoff Bennett acknow - 
ledged that Norfolk could not de¬ 
fend its claim with force, but said 
"die world does not consist only of 
bandits. Most nations of the world 
are concerned about respecting the 
rights and the claims of other 
peoples of the world." 

Despite strong objections from 
Council and from the Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
the Norfolk Island Act was passed 
by Australia with a definition of 
Norfolk which excludes any sur¬ 
rounding waters at all. The de¬ 
finition was plainly intended to 
cut Norfolk’s 200-mile zone off 
from the Island, leaving the waters 
open to be claimed by Australia. 

Chile and France are the only 
other nations which are attempting 
to take over the ownership of ocean 
zones surrounding South Pacific 
islands under their administration. 


cratic process. "Government 
should not be tainted With incom¬ 
prehensibility, " he said. "People 
should know how ballots are count¬ 
ed. ” 

‘NOT SIGNIFICANT’ 

Mr. Ellicott said it was not sig- 
nigicant whether average people 
understood the system or not. He 
said that his proposed System was 
a scientific method of getting people 
of differing views elected to the As¬ 
sembly. 

If approximately 90 voters on 
Norfolk wanted to elect a particular 
person to represent diem, they 
could elect that person, even 
though their candidate received no 
votes from the other 8 00-odd elect¬ 
ors. 

He said it was not to the point to 
say that a particular religious body 
might get together and elect their 
own member. If enough of them 
wanted to do this, he said "so be 
it”. 

But he said he thought the new 
system would be less likely than 


RE-RIGGING NORFOLK’S VOTING TO 
CHANGE THE RESULT OF ELECTIONS 
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Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit.The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quali 



‘Road ft Track’ 

magazine says * Every so often a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda’s third new car in two 
years; the 626.* 


ARRANGE FOR 


TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Fraprtator: J. W. HTZPATWCK 





Norfolk's traditional system to 
create splinter groups or promote 
the formation of political parties. 

Members of Council, confronted 
with the proposed change on short 
notice, had no opportunity to can¬ 
vas.community reaction to it, and 
most of them were reluctant to 
make any snap decision about it. 

Over Bounty Day Councillor Mc¬ 
Intyre had worked overtime to pre¬ 
pare a detailed, five-page analysis 
of Norfolk's present voting system, 
as compared with Mr. Ellicott's 
proposed one. All eight elected 
Councillors shared some concerns 
about the change. The paper was 
read to Mr. Ellicott on June 9th. 

It pointed out that - 

- The aim of ’proportional repre¬ 
sentation" voting - in which the vo¬ 
ter has to rank all candidates in or¬ 
der erf the voter's preference - is to 
give various political parties repre¬ 
sentation according to the votes their 
candidates win. But Norfolk has no 
political parties. 

- Norfolk candidates all stand as 


independents, not as representatives 
of parties. 

- "Party discipline", in which a 
political party requires its candi¬ 
dates to conform to the party’s pol¬ 
icies, would be 'incompatible with 
the essential freedom of conscience 
of our community". 

- The Norfolk system, iu which 
the voter votes for as many candi¬ 
dates as there are vacancies to be 
filled, is readily understood. The 
preferential system is hard to fol¬ 
low, and "die consequences of your 
vote ate impossible to predict". 

- In the Norfolk system, it can 
be seen how many vo.tes each candi¬ 
date got. This acts like a referen¬ 
dum, showing which candidates' 
views and past performance have 
the greatest support. In the prefer¬ 
ential system, there is no record of 
who received how many votes. 

- The Norfolk system has worked 
pretty well. "The proposal to in¬ 
troduce proportional representation 
implies that there are deficiencies 
in our present system which justify 


a change. In my opinion," wrote 
Councillor McIntyre, "no such de¬ 
ficiencies have been shown." 

Mr. Ellicott said that the virtues 
of the two systems were very much 
a matter of judgment. "What is 
important, ” he said, "is whether 
those proposing it beiieve.it is fair." 

NEW ASSEMBLY 
CALLED FOR AUG lO 

THE OPENING MEETING of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly has been set by Australia's 
Minister for Home Affairs, Mr, 

R.J. Ellicott, for Friday, August 

10 . 

Mr. Ellicott informed Council¬ 
lors that Australia's Governor - 
General plans to visit Norfolk for 
the opening. 

An election for the nine mem¬ 
bers of die Assembly is expected 
to be held in the second half of 
July. 


Design decided: the Flag of N.I. 



STRICTLY UNOFFICIAL 
IS THIS “NEWS" SKETCH 
OF THE DESIGN APPROV¬ 
ED FOR NORFOLK'S NEW 
FLAG. THE EXACT SHAPE 
OF THE PINE AND THE 
PROPORTIONS OF THE 
GREEN AND WHITE PAN¬ 
ELS STILL HAVE TO BE 
FINALISED BY COUNCIL. 


THE DESIGN for the Flag of Nor¬ 
folk Island waS formally approved 
by the Norfolk Island Council on 
June 6th. % 

Twelve different designs had 
been submitted for consideration 
following Council's public invitation. 

The winning design, recommend¬ 
ed by Council's Social & Welfare 
Committee, was unanimously adopt¬ 
ed by the elected members. 

It consists of two green panels. 


with a green Norfolk Pine in a cen¬ 
tral white panel. 

A leading Sydney design firm 
has been commissioned to recom¬ 
mend precise specifications for the 
colour of green to be used, the 
proportions Df the panels, and the 
shape of the pine., 

When these have been accepted 
by .Councillors, a coloured drawing 
of the finished flag will be put on 
public display In Burnt Pine. 


A law establishing the design as 
Norfolk's official flag Is being - 
drafted, and presumably will be 
passed erone of the early Acts of 
the Norfolk Legislative Assembly. 

There will be nothing illegal- 
about using the flag before the Act 
has become law, but organisations 
or individuals wishing to use It are 
urged to get the correct specifica¬ 
tions from Council. These should 
be available within a few weeks. 
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Here iso o the 
world’s great watches. 




MULTI-CHRONOGRAPH 


A quartz watch featuring multiple functions 
including the stopwatch (down to 1/100 
sec.), timer and dual time in addition to 
the normal time display plus calendar dis¬ 
play. 

High accuracy of ±10 sec. can be maintained 
per month thanks to 8 high-precision quartz 
crystal oscillator plus a temperature com¬ 
pensating circuit. 

An automatic calendar setting is possible 
for “year'', “month", "date" and "day" 

8fter they are once set correctly. The "year" 
is set in a cycle of 1970~1999 years. (The 
years advance one by one during 1970 
through 1999, and 1999 returns to 1970 
again.) 

Non-stop working of the watch is ensured 
about two years with just one unit of the 
small-size silver oxide power cell (5 sec. 
lamp lighting per day). 


The quick resetting device functions to re¬ 
cover the normal time display from any 
mode of the display correction through 
one-touch operation of the Light-button. 


The power cell life indicating device notifies 
the user the replacement time of the power 
cell through flashing of the colon on the 
time screen. 


e CITIZEN 


a full range at 
PRENTICE’S 


THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 


Airport: Dash-7, F-28 or Big Jets? 


■LANS FOR UPGRADING Norfolk's 
irport were still hidden in Can- 
erra fog in June, despite increas¬ 
ing efforts by Council to find out 
^ hat the Australian Government 
has in mind. 

Partly because of evasive answers 
irom Minister RJ. Ellicott and his 
Department, concern was growing 
on the Island that Australia might 
be planning a major expansion to 
accommodate large jet aircraft 
used by Ansett and Trans Austral¬ 
ia Airlines. 

That migjit suit Australia's in¬ 


ternal aviation policies, but from 
Norfolk's point of view it would 
threaten the Island’s environment 
and create untold costs and dis¬ 
location in the existing tourist in¬ 
dustry. 

Council wants Norfolk to be 
served by F28 or Boeing 737 jets, 
which would require only minor 
airport upgrading and would pro¬ 
vide air services well suited to the 
real needs of resident? and tourists. 

Norfolk environmentalists seem 
to feel that no upgrading is ne¬ 
cessary, and that the four-engined 


Airport Policy 

STATEMENT OF POLICIES ON EXPANSION OF THE AIRPORT - RECOMMENDED 
BY THE INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE AND ADOPTED BY FULL COUNCIL 6. 6.79 


THE INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE 
believes that the greatest number 
of options is made available to 
Norfolk Island if the airport is 
upgraded to jet standard. 

The principal restriction on up¬ 
grading is to ensure that the act¬ 
ual works at the airport, and the 
supply of raw material, particul¬ 
arly stone, are not done in a man¬ 
ner which damages the environ¬ 
ment. 

The Committee resists any at¬ 
tempt to quarry at Pop Rock. 

This is a natural landmark with 
no parallel on the island and must 
be protected. Any other quarry¬ 
ing site must be chosen only after 
full consultation. It is noted that 
quarries are an Assembly power. 

In the Committee’s view, the 
present state of tourist develop¬ 
ment on the island does not justi¬ 
fy the use of aircraft larger than 
the F28, the 737 and the like. 
Frequency of service benefits the 
island greatly. A DC9 has more 
than three times the capacity of 
anF27. This would imply one 
DC9 flight where there are now 
three F27 flights. This would be 
a retrograde step in service. 

Equally, the Committee be¬ 
lieves that there is definitely no 
hurry to develop the island’s 
tourist facilities to the stage where 
they could accommodate a dally 
DC9 or the like. An excessive 
growth in tourist capacity ultimate¬ 


ly alters the character of the island 
away from its essentially rural at¬ 
mosphere. Loss of the Island's 
tranquility is bad for residents and 
for tourists. 

The most important aspect of 
die airport however is participa¬ 
tion by this Council and subse¬ 
quently by the Assembly in policy 
decisions concerning the use and 
operation of the airport. This 
should include: 

(a) A curfew on routine and private 
night flights. 

(b) An active role in the assessment 
and choice of airline operators ap¬ 
plying for or continuing to operate 
routes which involve Norfolk Island. 

(c) Environmental factors in the use 
of the airport, particularly noise. 

(d) While Norfolk Island Airlines re¬ 
mains island-owned, and subject to 
its capacity, the opportunity for it 
to compete on any run involving 
Norfolk Island on equal terms with 
any other operator, and with the op¬ 
portunity for it to obtain suitable 
aircraft for the purpose. 

The Committee notes that the pow¬ 
ers of the Assembly include powers 
over tourism and (subject to veto) 
immigration. These powers may be 
of assistance in setting and enforcing 
quotas on tourism and hence on the 
level of scheduled airport use. 

Island duties on aircraft fuel should 
be re-examined in the light of these 
policies. 


Dash-7 airliner is the right aircraft 
for Norfolk’s future. 

Norfolk Island Airlines is also 
opposed to any upgrading, and be¬ 
lieves that suitable propellor- 
driven aircraft are available to 
serve die Island until die expected 
long-range version of the Dash-7 
becomes ava&rble in several years. 

A policy statement adopted by 
Council on June 6th and given to 
Minister R.J. Ellicott the next 
day says that the introducdon of 
DC9s (and presumably 727s) would 
harm die Island, and that there is 
no hurry about expanding Norfolk's 
tourist facilities. 

The statement also disclosed 
what may be a surprise weapon 
available to the forthcoming Legis¬ 
lative Assembly in blocking big 
jets. This is the inclusion of quar¬ 
rying in the Schedule 2 list of pow¬ 
ers to be held by the Assembly. 

The Assembly is to be given no 
authority over aviation as such, 
but big jets would normally require 
runways 2, 000 or 2,500 feet longer 
than the existing ones - and run¬ 
way extensions would require a 
large quarrying operation to pro¬ 
vide crushed rock. 

The Council's policy statement 
mentions the Assembly's authority 
over quarrying in connection with 
the rumoured plan to quarry Pop 
Rock, which Council says must be 
protected for environmental rea¬ 
sons. 

But the new Norfolk Island Act 
puts the Assembly in control of 
quarrying anywhere, and that un¬ 
expectedly gives the Assembly pow - 
er to block any airport expansion. 

Australia’s Parliament could re¬ 
vise the Norfolk Island Act, and 
require quarrying even against the 
Assembly’s wishes, but such a 
move would turn the whole Nor¬ 
folk Island Act into a bad joke. 

Councillor Geoff Bennett said 
at the June 6th meeting that Coun¬ 
cil wanted the chance to discuss 
the Government’s thinking about 
airport expansion plans, before 
a final decision was made in Can¬ 
berra. He wasn't happy with a , 
message from the Department of 
Home Affairs, implying that no 
discussions could be held yet be¬ 
cause the Department of Trans¬ 
port bad not yet made any firm 
proposal about the expansion. 

The Administrator replied by 
saying ’Tour resolution was con- 
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veyed to the proper area, and you 
received a reply saying that if you 
had any specific recommendations, 
that we should send them forward. 
You haven't responded to that. 

As to your suggestion about across - 
the-table (talks), I suggest that 
you've got a first-class opportun¬ 
ity tomorrow when you sit down 
with the Minister, and say to him 
whatever you think, but for good¬ 
ness sake, get your thoughts clear 
in the meantime. Rather than 
asking 'what are they thinking?', 

1 think the onus is on this Coun¬ 
cil to present its views to our 
highest Ministerial authority, 
namely the Minister who will be 
with you tomorrow." 

So Council did put its thoughts 
clearly, by unanimously adopting 
the policy statement that appears, 
with this article. 

The next afternoon they took 
advantage of the "first-class op¬ 
portunity" to talk through the 
problem with the Island's highest 
Ministerial authority. 

Mr. Ellicott said the Council's 
policy statement could be taken 
into account, and might be com - 
patible with what the Department 
of Transport thought best. 

But could Council talk with the 


Department of Transport? - asked 
Councillor McIntyre. Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said representations could be 
made, but it was not his Depart¬ 
ment. 

Councillor McIntyre persisted, 
saying he thought it was necessary 
to talk with the Department of 
Transport before they make their 
decision. 

"I realise that", said Mr. Elli¬ 
cott. That ended the discussion. 


AIR FARES GO UP 

AIR FARES between Sydney and Nor¬ 
folk jumped to a new peak rate of 
$354 return on June 13th. 

The 10 °lc increase announced by 
East-West Airlines applies to almost 
all their routes - but the winter off- 
peak fare to Norfolk is being held 
at $256 return. 

Peak fares apply on trips from Syd¬ 
ney between 22 August and 2 Septem¬ 
ber, returning between 2 9 August and 
11 September; from Sydney between 
1? December and 22 January, return¬ 
ing between 21 December and 30 
January; and from Sydney between 
2 May and 13 May, returning be 
tween 9 May and 22 May. 

The winter offpeak fare applies 



from Sydney between 19 June and 
21 August, returning between 26 
June and 24 August. 

For nearly two-thirds of the year 
a "standard" fare - now $314 return - 
is charged. 

East-West also raised its cargo 
rates to $1.02 a kilogram, with a 
minimum charge of $5.10. The 
minimum charge on Air Express 
shipments will be $6.40. 

Norfolk Island Airlines is hold¬ 
ing its fares to Brisbane at $330 re¬ 
turn in the peak periods, and $297 
return in off-peak, and says it will 
keep them at those levels as long 
as possible. 



COMPAGNIE DES 


Chargeurs 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLAND/T AU R A NGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.l.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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"WE'RE NOT GOING OVER THERE TO LOSE" -■ 


27 Selected for Norfolk’s S.P. Games Trip 


THE FIRST-EVER Norfolk team for 
the South Pacific Games will be 
given a celebration send-off night 
being planned for August 18th at 
Rawson hall. 

The team is expected to include 
27 competitors in men’s and ladies' 
golf, bowling, and athletics, and 
in yachting. 

Team members will appear at 
the send-off night in their Games 
uniforms, in the green, white and 
gold colours chosen by Norfolk. 

They will fly to Suva by charter¬ 
ed Norfolk Island Airlines planes 
on Friday, August 24th, for the 
start of die games on Monday the 
27th. 

The Games run through Saturday, 
September 8th, and the Norfolk 


Yay, Norfolk! 
Let’s Go! 



SUVA - AUG.27 - SEPT. 8, 1979 

2,000 COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


competitors will fly back the fol¬ 
lowing Monday. 

The Norfolk team for each sport 
has been chosen by the established 
sporting clubs and associations on 
the Island. Each competitor is re¬ 
sponsible for his or her own air¬ 
fares, uniforms and $9 a day bil¬ 
leting cost at the Gaines Village 
at the University of the South Pa¬ 
cific. 

Overall coordination of the team 
is being handled by the Norfolk 
Island Amateur Sports Association, 
which was formed in accordance 
with the South Pacific Games Char¬ 
ter. Dan Yager is president, and 
Tom Lloyd secretary. 

"It's important to remember that 
all the competitors are going not 
for themselves, or for their club, 
but for Norfolk Island, " says Dan 
Yager. "The Association is here 


to safeguard that." 

Support for the Isfcsnd-wide ef¬ 
fort has grown rapidly in the past 
two months - as well as some 
grumbling about details of the ar¬ 
rangements, mostly from people 
who were skeptical that anything 
would come of the idea of Nor¬ 
folk's sending a team to the Games. 

Competitors are in hard training. 
In athletics, the only sport where 


SOME SURPRISES in Norfolk Island 
history were revealed by the Rev. 
Barry Marsh, former pastor of the 
Church of England here, in a talk 
at die Museum on June 4th. 

Mr. Marsh has for some time 
been gathering information for a 
projected history of the church on 
Norfolk, with an emphasis on "pri¬ 
mary* documents - original letters 
and records, rather than copies or 
secondary reports about them. 

From the church's point of view 
one of his most intriguing "dis¬ 
coveries" has been that Norfolk is 
not part of any diocese of the Church 
of England, but is part of the Church 
in England itself. 

Mr. Marsh has found that Norfolk 
was drifted around from one dio¬ 
cese to another over the years. In 
the early days it was for a time 
part of die diocese of Calcutta, 
and later of the diocese of Madras. 

When the Island was made a sep¬ 
arate British colony in 1856, it was 
part of die diocese of Tasmania, 
and remained so until 1869. But 
in that year it was separated from 


exact comparisons can be made, 
Norfolk youngsters are regularly 
beating the average times of the 
last South Pacific Games by some 
margin. 

Whether the team will bring 
home any medals remains to be 
seen, but it seems a real possibil¬ 
ity that they will. 

"We're not going over there to 
lose, " says one of the yachting crew. 


the Church in Tasmania, and left 
to the Church in England. This 
change was apparently not made 
known to the people of the island, 
who 40 years later were inquiring 
whether they were still in die dio¬ 
cese of Tasmania. 

The present position, according 
to Mr. Marsh, is that the Bishop of 
Sydney is responsible for the Church 
here - but the Church is the 
"Church of England on Norfolk Isl¬ 
and". The Church in Australia is 
soon to be re-named the Anglican 
Church of Australia, but the local 
Church will go on being the Church 
of England. 

Another surprise revealed by Mr. 
Marsh is that die "Fremantle letter" 
of June 25, 1856 - discovered some 
years ago in New Zealand and don¬ 
ated last year to the Norfolk Mus¬ 
eum - is apparently not a reliable 
primary document. It is written 
and signed in a single hand - and 
the signature is obviously not that 
of Capt. Stephen Fremantle. Whe¬ 
ther it is a fair copy of a letter 
Fremantle did write, no one knows 
yet. 


C. of E. Here is still Part of England 



Fascinating, detailed account of 
the historic Kinpton graves, 
including a fold-out plan of the 
cemetery. An esaential guide for 
visitors. 

Tremendous value at $3.50 from 
Jansen's Newsagency, the Trading 
Pest, Bums Philp, the Tourist Bureau 
or Leeside. Also ask for Merval Hoars' 
Ramblers Guide to Norfolk Island. 
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Nine Assembly Members May Draw 
18 Times as much as 8 Councillors’ Pay 


THE NORFOLK Legislative Assembly 
will probably cost the Island 
$70, 000 or $80, 000 a year in sal¬ 
aries and expenses, and perhaps 
more, according to an estimate by 
Minister R.J. Elllcott. 

This would compare with present 
Council salaries of $800 a year for 
die President of Committees and 
$50Q a year for each other member. 

Salaries of the Assembly members 
will be recommended by Australia's 
Remuneration Tribunal, which is 
expected to give a tentative indica¬ 
tion of die salary range in the next 
few weeks. 

Mr. Elllcott said that the salaries 
suggested by the Tribunal could "no 
doubt be changed" if they were "out 
of touch with reality". 

As an apparent Indication of his 
own thinking, which he has passed 
on to the Tribunal for their considera¬ 


tion, Mr. Elllcott said that the presi¬ 
dent of the Australian Capital Terri¬ 
tory House of Assembly is paid 
$9, 000 a year, and other members 
are paid $6, 000 - but he emphasised 
that the Canberra body is advisory 
only, and Norfolk Assembly members 
will have executive and legislative 
responsibilities that will make their 
job more demanding. 

Remuneration Tribunal recommenda¬ 
tions on Parliamentary and other sal¬ 
aries are not mandatory, and Mr. El- 
licott pointed out that the Australian 
Cabinet members had declined to ac¬ 
cept increases in their pay recently 
recommended by the Tribunal. 

A comparison with salaries paid to 
heads of other Pacific Islands govern¬ 
ments in recent years shows that a 
$9, 000 salary for the president of the 
Norfolk Island Assembly would put Nor¬ 
folk at die head of the parade, accord¬ 
ing to two key ratios. 1 hey are: 



Relationship of the salary of the head of government to size 
of population: 

Country 

Size of population Salary of head of 

Salary per 1, 000 


(in thousands) 

government 

of population 

Norfolk 

1.76 

$9, 000 (?) 

$5,142 

Nauru 

7 

$25, 000 

$3, 571 

Niue 

4 

$9,702 

$2,425 

Cook Is. 

19 

$21. 000 

$U 105 

Tuvalu 

7 

$7,164 

$1,023 

Gilberts 

55 

$6, 000 

$109 

Tonga 

100 

$8,400 

$84 

W. Samoa 

165 

$7,830 

$50 

Solomons 

200 

$9, 500 

$47 

Fiji 

600 

$21,128 

$35 


Relationship of the salary of the head of government to 
size of budget administered; __ 


Country 

Budget 
($ millions) 

Salary of head 
of government 

$ of salary per 
$1000 of budget 

Norfolk 

$2 

$9, 000 (?) 

$4. 50 

Niue 

$3.5 

$9,702 

$2.70 

Tuvalu 

$4 

$7,164 

$1.79 

Cook Is. 

$14 

$21,000 

$1.50 

Tonga 

$8 

$8,400 

$1.05 

Nauru 

$25 

$25,000 

$1.00 

Gilberts 

$10 

$6, 000 

.60 

Solomons 

$18 

$9, 500 

.53 

W. Samoa 

$18 

$7,830 

.43 

Fiji 

$177 

$21,128 

.12 


Data in the tables have been taken from t:ook Islands Politics", published 
in 1979 by Polynesian Press in association with the South Pacific-Social 
Sciences Association. 

All of the countries shown except Norfolk are fully self-governing, and 
the head of government carries full responsibility, rather than sharing it 
with an outside Administrator 


MINISTER’S LETTER * 


SALARIES OF Norfolk's Assembly 
members could be even higher 
than those for members of Can¬ 
berra's House of Assembly if Aust¬ 
ralia's Remuneration Tribunal fol¬ 
lows suggestions made to it by 
Minister R.J. Elllcott. 

In a letter to the head of the Tri¬ 
bunal Mr. Ellicott has said he ex¬ 
pects - 

- Salaries of Executive Members 
will need to be related to the sal¬ 
ary of the Chief Administrative Of¬ 
ficer who will be head of the Isl¬ 
and's Public Service. Australia 
has decided that this position will 
carry a salary of $20, 000 a year - 
tax free. (Over 100 Australians 
have applied for the job.) 

- There will probably be about 
four Executive Members. 

- They will have to spend About 
half-time on their Assembly jobs. 

- The President and Deputy 
President might reasonably be ex¬ 
pected to receive "a small addi¬ 
tional remuneration" above other 
Executive Members. 

If the Tribunal accepts Mr. El- 
licott’s advice, salaries of $12, 000 
for the President, $11, 000 for the 
Deputy President, and $10, 000 for 
other Executive Members seem 
likely. 

On this scale ordinary Members 
might receive $7, 000 a year. If 
the Assembly does decide that four 
Executive Members are enough, 
the total bills for salaries of the 9- 
member Assembly could thus be 
on the order of $78, 000 a year - as 
compared with a total of $4,300 
for the salaries of all eight mem - 
bers of the present Council. 

Excerpts from Mr. Elllcott's let¬ 
ter: 

... I should first explain that the 
likely timetable for elections to the 
Legislative Assembly will be such a: 
to require nominations by about the 
first week in July. It would obvious 
ly be highly desirable for the pro¬ 
posed remuneration of members and 
the others concerned to be made 
known in advance of that date. It 
would be very helpful if your advice 
could be available by, say, the thir 
week of June... 

As you will see, the Act is broadly 
similar in effect to the Northern Ter 
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ritoty (Self-Government) Act 1978 
and was partly modelled on that Act. 
Under section 19, the Legislative 
Assembly will have the characterise 
tics of a Parliament and. apart from 
the three matters set ojtin sub-sec¬ 
tion 19(2), will have full legislative 
authority. This authority is subject 
to the provisions relating to assent 
in sections 21 to 24, and there are 
also provisions whereby the Govern¬ 
or-General may introduce proposed 
laws or, in certain cases, make Ord¬ 
inances (sections 26 to 28). These 
provisions, which are regarded as 
necessary safeguards, do not. how¬ 
ever, diminish either the responsib¬ 
ility or the workload of members of 
the Legislative Assembly or the of¬ 
fice-holders concerned. 

If the volume of work to be done 
by the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly approximated that of the 
Northern Territory Legislative As¬ 
sembly, there would be grounds for 
fixing remuneration at similar levels 
in both cases, with perhaps some 
discount for the lesser scope of the 
Norfolk Island situation. The Tri¬ 
bunal will make its own compari¬ 
son. My expectation is that as a 
broad comparison members of the 
Norfolk Island Assembly will be en¬ 
gaged on Assembly business for less 
than half but probably more than 
one third of the time spent by North¬ 
ern Territory members. 

Another basis of. comparison could 
be the fees determined for the A.C.T. 
House of Assembly. I' is difficult 
however to use this as a basis because 
the House of Assembly does not have 
legislative responsibility. 

1 recognise that remune.ation de¬ 
termined on the suggested basis 
would far exceed the amounts at 
present paid to the Norfolk Island 
Council; $500 per annum for 
Councillors and $800 per annum 
for the President of Committees. 

In my view these sums clearly do 
not provide any useful guide for 
the new situation as the Norfolk 
Island Council is purely advisory. 

As regards executive members 
of the Legislative Assembly, who 
will have Ministerial-type respon¬ 
sibilities, however, I think it would 
be appropriate in principle to re¬ 
gard die offices concerned as being 
approximately half-time in respect 
to their total remuneration. 

There are also other factors to 
consider in relation to these offices. 

On the one hand, the Legislative 
Assembly will decide on the num - 
ber ,of executive offices (I have 
assumed about four for present pur¬ 
poses). If the number is larger 
than this, it may be necessary to 


take this aspect into accountin de¬ 
ciding on remuneration. On the 
other hand, there will be a need to 
ensure reasonable relativities be¬ 
tween the remuneration of execu¬ 
tive members and that of officers 
of the Public Service. The pro¬ 
posed position of Chief Adminis¬ 
trative Officer, who will control 
the Public Service, will attract a 
salary of about $20, 000 per annum, 
but he will be a full-time officer. 

This suggests a further point. 

In the small community of Norfolk 
Island, members of the Norfolk 
Island Public Service may well be 
elected to the Assembly. No prob¬ 
lem arises if they are ordinary 
members of the Assembly as in 
this case they may remain mem¬ 
bers of the Public Service. The 
question whether they should be 
granted an exemption to enable 
them to receive payment for both 
services might be looked at as a 
separate issue. If, however, such 
persons wish to hold executive of¬ 
fice, they must resign r from the 


, Public-Service under .sub-section 
13(3), and they will therefore he 
dependent on their remuneration 
as executive members. 

There remain the positions of, 
President and Deputy President of 
the Assembly as provided for in 
section 41. I would expect both 
these offices to be occupied by 
executive members and that the 
President would in fact also serve 
as Chief Executive Member (which 
is not an office specifically pro¬ 
vided for in the Act). I would 
therefore think that a small ad¬ 
ditional reuneration over that of 
executive member might reason¬ 
ably be attached to both these 
offices. 

You will no doubt also consider 
whether some special allowance for 
office-holders would also be appro¬ 
priate. It is likely that any major 
entertainment expenses would be 
provided by decision of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly or the Executive 
Council and need. not. therefore, 
be considered in this context... 


RECOMMENDED 
i READING 


‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS', 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCYy BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


| ‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

| A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
] OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
j THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 

I J PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST. NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 
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Letters to the editor 


Echo from 1700s 


Sir. 

Your readers may be interested to 
know that the form and language 
of the Norfolk Island Bill 1978 al¬ 
most exactly reproduces that of the 
legislation by which England gov¬ 
erned her American colonies up to 
the time of the Revolution and that 
abuse of the powers contained with¬ 
in that legislation by George III 
and his government was the cause 
of that Revolution. 

I append a quotation from THE 
REBIRTH OF LIBERTY (The Found¬ 
ing of the American Republic 17 oO- 
1800), by Clarence B. Carson: 

"The colonists did not fully 
control their governments. 

Far from It in most cases. 

Usually the governor was ap¬ 
pointed from England and he 
quite often received instruc¬ 
tions from officials there. No 
more did the colonists ordinar¬ 
ily choose the members of the 
governor's council. The assem¬ 


bly was popularly elected but 
its actions could be severely cir¬ 
cumscribed. It met on call 
from the governor, could have 
its actions vetoed by him and 
was subject to being dismissed 
or dissolved by the executive. 
There were even efforts to con¬ 
trol assemblies from England." 
Maybe we will be a little better 
off than that, but then we are sup¬ 
posed to be a part of Australia, 
aren't we? 

PETER MIDDLETON. 


Nowhere else 

Sir. 

Last April my wife and I spent a 
most pleasurable holiday on Norfolk 
Island. 

We have travelled in Australia 
from Melbourne to Cairns, and to 
New Zealand. Nowhere did we ex¬ 
perience such peace and quiet as we 
did on Norfolk Island. 

I purchased and brought home with 
me a copy of your 'Norfolk Island 
News’ of March-April, 1979. It 


seems that I was fortunate in get¬ 
ting this particular copy as it gives 
the whole story of the meetings be¬ 
tween the Canberra representative 
and the Norfolk Island Councillors 
up to the date of printing. 

We shudder at the thought of Can¬ 
berra taking over control. Once the 
politicians get tbeir claws on to any¬ 
thing they ruin it and we fear that if 
they take over full control of. Norfolk 
Island one can say 'good-bye* to peace 
andjquiet. 

One instance asl see it. Land 
speculation is not allowed. A sam¬ 
ple of that can be seen in that before 
a 'malnlander' can live there per¬ 
manently he must apply for resident¬ 
ial status. If Canberra takes over 
that will go by the board, land will 
be bought and sold at inflated prices, 
fylgh rise buildings will go up and the 
style of modern living will be brought 
in. The Norfolk Islanders, like their 
Pitcairn Island forbears, will be look¬ 
ing for somewhere else to live. 

Maybe I am unduly pessimistic. 

We would like to visit Norfolk 
Island again; it will not be for some 
time yet. But when we do we would 
be looking forward for the peace and 
quiet that we all long for. 

A.J. Pearson, 
Queensland. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolks premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Freeway"; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing t£ the 
music of "Freeway"; FRIDAY dancin g to "Freew ay"; SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 

bright cerise-coloured uniforms. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4.30 
‘to assure a table, and arrange to arrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

in the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 







Come taste nice free samples 


ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing timei 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish ^ 

Banana Mudda mKlBStl )g@& 

Porpay Meringue tarts JHaHSKf 

Candied Kumera 

Pilhicom Pilhi Kumera " 7 .^MK3r 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut fy 

Pineapple pie / 

Norfork Island pudding J&Lul 1R| 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the l\V 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked ^ 

and eaten by Island people for 

hundreds of years. **-,-P - J 

Try these interesting and delicious 

dishes and many others at .*4 

Elva’s __ 

Valley View Restaurants^ 

New Cascade Road 
j Telephone 2185 for reservations 
[ (open six nights a week) 


^S5i/ 












NORFOLK ISLAND LIMITED 


PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 


spfROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 


The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



DIAMOND RUBY- SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 


ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVER,X RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled. copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5# a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


| to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46- 5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE~: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
tone) 8. 30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at die western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat. 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 




STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.30 


TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35$ 


family restaur^ 


OPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK - MID-DAY MEALS FROM J 


Taylor’s Road opposite Rawson Hall 


3.Y.O. - No Corkage Charge 


Paul Reidy. Proprietor 





NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30. 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12. 00, 1.05 


MONDAY 

9.15 All Gas & Gaiters 
10.05 Right True End 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Noel 

9.00 The Last Tycoon 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Eastern Windows, 
Western Skies 

10. 05 Film & show music 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30' Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Trukking Time 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7. 45 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 Family hour 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down memory lane 
.10.45 Morning serial 

11.15 Book reviews 

1. 00 The Last Tycoon 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N. I. Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

7.00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Green Dolphin country 
10. 05 Oasis of Shalimar 

10.45 Morning serial 


II. 30 Requests 

1.30 SDA Programme 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Naked Glum Show 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 1 . 

Jamboree 

7.00 (dn day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dr. Findlay's Case¬ 

book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Jethro Tull Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C.of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Goons 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1.00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

7.05 Doctor at Large 
8.00 Feature 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 Light music from' 
Holland 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3. 30 Radio Aust.' relay 
7. 00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen’s and Norfolk 
, Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




me 


YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
k FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINE! 


■JOt . 

• * LOVELY DINING ROOM 


„ ^tensive a la carte menl 


mce 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT 'THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 




The Minolta XD-5: the most completely 
automated 35 mm SLR camera for 
beginners and professionals alike 


MINOLTA XD-7/XD-5 


MINOLTA 


A no-friils professional camera that gives 
you everything you need to achieve 
high-quality results with minimum effort. 


MINOLTA XG-2/XG-1 







AGFA-GEVAERT 


r 

Th ‘ Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

17 June 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (M1-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

*| Q HOlidaV 

■ Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

19 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

20 

■Museum open (M1 - 4 . 30 } 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT8pm) 

24 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.G0) 

25 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

26 

■Hi ms (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
C’dant's Din (G) 

27 

■Museum open (Ml-4. s0) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

-| July 

■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

2 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

3 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

4 

•Museum open (Ml - -i 3 0) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■Norfolk Island 

Council meets 
(A-2pm) 

8 

3 an 

10 

11 

Mviu&ura open (Ml-4.30) 

■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■r liras (ras a 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

•Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

NOTABLE 

EVENTS IN 

THE HISTORY 

OF THE 

NORFOLK 

PEOPLE 

k- 

June 24th, 1866: Queen Victoria, by Order-in-Council, separated Norfolk Island from 
Tasmania and proclaimed it a distinct and separate settlement of the Empire - a status 
which has never been altered. The Queen appointed a Governor, and Issued Rules and 
Regulations binding him to follow the Pitcairners' traditional laws and land usage. 

June 26th, 1856: The "Morayshire" left Norfolk for Hobart with the last of the Norfolk 
convicts, leaving the Pitcairners in sole possession of the Island. 


a great name in photography 

o 



CALENDAR 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


22 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

• Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■FUm (MRT8. 00) 


30 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■FUm (MRT8. 00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. .. 

N 



5 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. CO) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


XS?re (LC) 
•Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


6 

• Housie (RSLSpm) 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


.■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


July 1st, 1914; King George V by Order-in-Council entrusted Australia with the author¬ 
ity for administering Norfolk Island's government. Many on Norfolk were apprehensive 
about the change, but their consent was not asked. 

July 9th, 1856: England's Secretary of State for the Colonies, having reviewed the 
plan for giving the Pitcairners ownership of all of Norfolk Island and allowing thefn to 
continue being self-governing, wrote to Gov. Denison, "I entirely approve. You have 
carried out the wishes of H„M. Government. ” 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -AU Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7 th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


NORFOLK ARE CAMERALINES 




AGFA-GEVAERT 






Ultimate Convenience 

The physical possibilities of a big 
system are one thing. Practical usability 
can be quite another. For example, the 
value of a high performance motor 
drive is sharply reduced if it is too 
heavy and bulky to be carried 
comfortably in normal conditions, or 
too complicated to attach and use 
quickly. The same is true of interchange¬ 
able lenses, flash units and all the other 
elements that make up a complete 
system. Yet merely scaling down size 
makes a camera uncomfortable to hold 
and the controls difficult to use. 

In the OM-I, OLYMPUS designers 
resolved the paradox in the only 
possible way. Concentrating on 


functionality in the broadest sense, they 
set out to overcome the main defects of 
the conventional 35SLR — excessive 
weight bulk shutter noise and shock — 
through more rational design and the 
adoption of more sophisticated materials 
and engineering techniques. They suc¬ 
ceeded in eliminating many traditional 
shortcomings, achieving both greater 
compactness and superior handling and 
performance. As a result although the 
OM-1 is remarkably small and light it 
is in no way 'miniaturized.' The controls 
are unusually large and well positioned 
ruggedness and durability meet the 
highest standards, and ail OM System 
units can be interchanged with the 
utmost speed and simplicity 







SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you’ll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
'Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
j i them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well oyer half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
voung, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
! >e filled on the Island - there being 
■rtually no unemployment among 
he permanent population. Many of 
These work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
i ng holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
•o Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share In common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis- 
inderstanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
oyal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some aupplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data Handed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia’s 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era In the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen’s name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners 1 three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads.-' The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound shill stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

NORFOLK ISLAND is one of the few 
remaining colonies in the South 
Pacific. The people of the Island 
are classified by Freedom House of 
New York as being only "partly free” 
because Australia will not permit 
democratic government on die Isl¬ 
and. 

The fact was plainly put to Nor¬ 
folk’s elected Councillors by Aust¬ 
ralia's Minister for Home Affairs, 

Hon. R.J. Ellicott, in March. 1979. 
"You are under the complete bond¬ 
age of the Australian Parliament, " 
he told them. "You are not free. ” 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. he said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
the right to make laws on Australia- 
wide and international matters such 
as currency, banking, matrimonial 
matters, navigation, foreign affairs 
and so on. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in . 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim - 
mo said the people of the Island 
were di’-Hed and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions In February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island’s new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
said that a new form of government 
would be worked out in collaboration 
and consultation with the Council 
and the people. He then began 
some five months of secret discus¬ 
sions with the Council, at the end 
of which he introduced a new Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill into the Australian 
House of Representatives. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 


ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 
included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island’s gov¬ 
ernment. 

The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers formally declared 
that if the new form of government 
was not based on the freely-given 
consent of the people, they would 
not consider it fully legitimate. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The Bill became law in May, 

1979, despite the Island's protests. 

No referendum on its acceptabil¬ 
ity to the people was permitted. 

The United Nations Association 
of Australia, which had studied 
the Norfolk situation in detail and 
had severely criticised Australia 
for being in flagrant violation of 
U. N. covenants, said that the 
"self-government" provisions sup¬ 
posedly contained in the new law 
were "a charade". 

What the great majority of 
Norfolk residents appear to want is 
government by consent, with the 
electors having the right to elect 
all individuals who have power to 
make local laws. Under the new 
Norfolk Island Act, a Norfolk Legis¬ 
lative Assembly will have the right 
to propose laws on almost any Nor¬ 
folk matter. Whether Australia 
will accept the Assembly’s judg¬ 
ment of what is best for Norfolk, 
or whether Australia will use its 
power to impose laws for its own 
purposes, against the will of the 
people, remains to be seen. 

The Island’s new government 
does not grant any right of demo¬ 
cracy to the people. The Austral¬ 
ian Parliament has not relinquished 
any of its ability to dictate, and 
the people of Norfolk are still, in 
Mr, Ellicott’s words of March, 1979, 
under the complete bondage of the 
Parliament. 



BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 


Norfolk Souvenirs: “If people can find 
our shop - it's hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
petware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under } mainland price. * 

ae 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5. “ 


The Trading Post; “We're die only 
place on the hiand with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 


A BC + ABC4ABC + ABC + A BC + A BC+A8C + ABC + A BC + A8C + ABC + AB 

; A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

! 

i * . x v* 


A BC + A BC +A BC +ABC 4A 8C +A BC +ABC +ABC +A BC +A BC +A BC +A BC 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978 

: ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
1 NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 504. 



TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 






PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS - 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 



© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


DUNCOMBE BAY 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 

HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRAMNC M1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9 pm 


SUNDAY 
OPEN 9a ir 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery...greeting cars... bug sprays... toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements., .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them., .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




PROF. GATES’ STUDY SHOWS 

2%-2Vo Tax should be ample on Norfolk 


A PRELIMINARY REPORT from Prof. 
Ronald Gates, following the most 
comprehensive study ever made of 
Norfolk's economy, indicates that 
the Island will probably need to raise 
at least $2 00, 000 more in revenues 
next year - and that the most practi¬ 
cal way to do this may be a - 
local sales tax. 

The detailed report on Prof. 

Gates' findings is not expected to be 
available until final computer runs 
have been finished, and may not 
reach the Island until August or la¬ 
ter. 

his preliminary report, in the form 
of a seven-page letter to Minister 
R.J. Ellicott, was handed to Coun¬ 
cil for study on June 7th. While 
calling his comments "In some re¬ 
spects tentative" at this stage. Prof. 
Gates said - 

• Disposable Income of the average 
Norfolk Islander is higher than that 

of the average Australian, and pri¬ 
vate consumption expenditure per 
capita is 197c higher here than in 
Australia. (It is not clear whether 
tourist spending on the Island Is in¬ 
cluded, and whether this may dis¬ 
tort the figures.) 

•The cost’of living is probably 
about the same in Norfolk as in 
Australia. 

• There is less need for govern¬ 
ment social service benefits than in 
Australia. 

• The Social benefits system out¬ 
lined in the Social and Welfare Com¬ 
mittee's discussion paper may be un¬ 
necessarily complicated and rigid. 
Prof. Gates suggests that a simple 
"community allowance" might be 
made available to any resident 

with continuing need. 

LOCAL HEALTH FUND 
NEEDED- VOLUNTARY 

• A Norfolk island Health Fund 
is needed. It should be voluntary, 
not compulsory, to start. 

• Norfolk's prosperity depends 
heavily on tourism, and "duty-free" 
shopping is an important element 

in the Island's attractiveness. 

• A Norfolk income tax would 
have substantial disadvantages. 

It would be expensive and trouble¬ 
some to administer, and would have 
significant effects on the efficiency 
of business decisions. 


• Either a retail tax on all goods 
and services, or a value-added tax, 
at the rate of 2 °lc or would 
meet the Island’s needs for the next 
few years. The choice between the 
two depends mainly on which seem¬ 
ed more acceptable to the people 
of the Island, once the choice has 
been explained. 

The text of Prof. Gates' letter 
follows. 

My dear Minister, 

Yesterday Professor Treadgold 
and 1 commissioned a final compu¬ 
ter run of the data from the Norfolk 
Island Census of Population and 
Housing and Economic Census for 
the purposes of Professor Tread- 
gold’s Statistician’s Report and my 
report on the Norfolk Island Econo¬ 
mic Feasibility Study. Our require¬ 
ments necessitate die writing of 
some additional computer programs 
but this is being done as quickly as 
possible. The information will en¬ 
able me to verify and give greater 
precision to some of the estimates 
that are in the draft of my report. 

As soon as the data are available 
I shall complete the report and 
submit it to you. 

Until 1 have this final statistical 
information sortie of my conclu¬ 
sions are necessarily tentative. I 
am conscious, however, of the de¬ 
sirability of your being able to con¬ 
vey to the Norfdlk Island Council, 
on your forthcoming visit, some 
indication of the results of my work. 

I propose, therefore, to set down in 
this letter a brief and in some re¬ 
spects tentative statement of my 
conclusions on the central matters 
in my terms of reference. 

Economic capacity 

The gross domestic product of 
Norfolk Island in 1977-78 is esti¬ 
mated at $10.9 million. This to¬ 
tal of income generated on the 
Island was augmented by some¬ 
what more than $2.3 million in 
net transfers from overseas. The 
latter figure was made up of $0.3 
million in Australian social ser¬ 
vice payments, $1.0 million in 
net receipts of property income 
from abroad, and $1.0 million in 
Commonwealth Government expendi¬ 
ture on the Island together with the 
annual grant to the Administration. 

The value of Norfolk Island pro¬ 
duction per person employed is al¬ 


most 30 per cent below the corres¬ 
ponding figure for Australia. How¬ 
ever, because of the larger proper - 
tion of the resident population of 
Norfolk Island who are in the, labour 
force and the substantially lower rate 
of unemployment, production per 
head of the population is much the 
same in Norfolk Island as in Austral¬ 
ia. When allowance is made for 
net transfer receipts from overseas 
and for the respective levels and 
patterns of taxation, it is clear that 
the disposable income per capita 
of Norfolk Island residents is sub¬ 
stantially higher than that of Aust¬ 
ralian residents; and this is reflect¬ 
ed in a level of private consump¬ 
tion expenditure per capita more 
than 15 per cent higher than the 
Australian figure. 

A BIT BETTER OFF 

Precise comparisons of the cost 
of living between places with dif¬ 
ferent structures of prices and dis¬ 
similar styles of living pose con¬ 
ceptual problems to which there is 
no unambiguous answer and require 
special surveys which were substan¬ 
tially beyond the resources avail¬ 
able for the study. Analysis of the 
limited information which could be 
obtained suggests, however, that 
any difference, positive or negative, 
between Norfolk Island and Aust¬ 
ralia in the cost of maintaining a 
given standard of living is unlikely 
to be of much significance. It may 
therefore be concluded, on the ba¬ 
sis of the estimates of money in¬ 
come, that the average resident of 
Norfolk Island is somewhat better 
off than the average resident of Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The prosperity of Norfolk Island 
depends very heavily on tourism. 
Tourists’ and other visitors’ expendi¬ 
ture on the Island, exclusive of air 
fares, amounted to $8.7 million in 
1977-78. This may be compared 
with an expenditure of $7. 0 million 
on merchandise imports. More than 
half of die visitors' expenditure was 
on "tax-free" shopping. The appeal 
of the tourist industry is predominant¬ 
ly to middle-aged and elderly people. 
Social services 

There are two basic sets of consi¬ 
derations that should govern decisions 
on a system of social security benefits 
for residents of Norfolk Island. One 
of these is the nature and magnitude 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / June-July 1979 


25 



oi the need. The other is the capa¬ 
city of the Island community to meet 
the cost. Neither of these can be ex¬ 
plored adequately without giving 
careful attention to a number of spe¬ 
cial features of the Island, including 
the small size of the population and 
the attitudes and practices that are 
part of its way of life. 

Although die available data are 
not in a form that lends itself read¬ 
ily to direct comparisons, it appears 
that the proportion of families re¬ 
ceiving low incomes is not marked¬ 
ly different between Norfolk Island 
and'Australia. There are, however, 
other social and economic features 
of the Island which suggest a lesser 
need for government social service 
benefits than in Australia. For ex¬ 
ample, the available statistics in¬ 
dicate that part-time work is more 
readily available in Norfolk Island; 
in October 1978 the labour force 
participation rate in Norfolk Island 
was 73 per cent and the unemploy¬ 
ment rate was 1.2 per cent, while 
the corresponding figures for Aust¬ 
ralia were 60.6 per cent and 5.8 
per cent; Norfolk Island residents 
are less dependent on public utility 
services (including transport) and 
produce mere of their own house¬ 
hold food requirements; and there 
is a long-established tradition of 
mutual help of a voluntary kind. 
Members of the Island community 
have suggested that it is both poss¬ 
ible and acceptable to maintain a 
comfortable and satisfying life¬ 
style on a property of only a few 
acres, with a modest and irregular 
cash income. There appears to be 
widespread acceptance of the de¬ 
sirability of a governmental system 
of benefits, but it is held by many 
that, in a small society, people do 
not need to be abstracted into cate¬ 
gories for social welfare purposes: 
given especially the Norfolk Island 
tradition, it is possible and desirable 
to provide governmental assistance 
with discernment and responsiveness 
and without the trappings of bureau¬ 
cracy. 

The annual cost of the present sys¬ 
tem of special allowances is about 
$55, 000. In addition, about $85.000 
is devoted to meeting the hospital, 
medical and pharmaceutical expenses 
of special allowance recipients and 
Australian pensioners. The Social 
Welfare Committee of the Norfolk 
Island Council has put forward for 
discussion a proposal modelled, in 
important respects; on the Austral¬ 
ian social security system. It pro¬ 
vides for age; invalid and widow 
pensions and supporting mother bene¬ 
fit, subject to a means test based on 
income; for double orphan and handi¬ 


capped child benefits free of means 
test; for the payment of special as¬ 
sistance to pensioners and others 
whose needs are not adequately met 
by the standard provisions; and for 
additional weekly payments towards 
health insurance for pensioners of 
limited total means. Portion of a 
pension or benefit might in appro¬ 
priate cases be paid to some other 
person as trustee for the beneficiary 
or applied to die provision of parti 
cular goods or services. A Social 
Services Board would keep itself in¬ 
formed about cases of need, would 
call on the assistance of voluntary 
welfare groups and help to co-ord¬ 
inate their activities, and would 
make recommendations to the ap¬ 
propriate executive member of the 
Legislative Assembly for the pay¬ 
ment of special assistance within 
categories determined in advance 
by the Assembly. On preliminary 
calculations it appears that the 
total cost of this scheme would ap¬ 
proach $100, 000 per annum.- a more 
precise estimate of die major com¬ 
ponents of the cost will be possible 
on the basis of further computer an¬ 
alysis of the data from the Popula¬ 
tion Census. 

The Scheme suggested by the 
Social Welfare Committee is open 
to the criticism that it is too com¬ 
plex, too rigid and too inviting of 
legalism and indigence for a popu¬ 
lation of 1750 and for a community 
that takes pride in its tradition of 
perceptive mutual help. The pre¬ 
sent system of special allowances, 
which is based on the exercise of 
judgement as to the extent of need 
in individual cases, lies at the other 
end of spectrum. It may well be 
felt that an intermediate system 
which was less restrictive as to cate¬ 
gories of entitlement and more de¬ 
pendent upon judgement as to need 
than die Committee's suggestion 
would be more appropriate to the 
circumstances of Norfolk Island. 

A "community allowance” might 
be available to all residents who 
could demonstrate continuing need. 

It might be assessed by a Social 
Services Board, subject to maxi¬ 
mum rates for single persons, mar¬ 
ried couples and their dependent 
children, in light of the applicant's 
needs and commitments (including 
housing costs) and the other sources 
of support available to him or her 
(including capacity to earn income 
and the private assistance available). 
The Social Services Board might al¬ 
so be empowered to grant "special 
assistance" both to recipients of the 
"community allowance" and to 
others, along the lines suggested 
by the Social Welfare Committee 


of Council. On die basis of its ex¬ 
perience the Board would be able 
to develop guidelines to help it in 
maintaining consistency. Appli¬ 
cants could have a right of appeal 
from decisions <f the Board to a 
Social Services Tribunal consisting, 
perhaps, of three magistrates. A 
scheme of this kind, providing in¬ 
come support on a scale similar 
to that suggested by the Social Wel¬ 
fare Committee but without restric¬ 
tion. to particular categories of bene¬ 
ficiaries, would probably cost in the 
region cf $150, 000 per annum* a 
more precise estimate will be poss¬ 
ible when further statistics from the 
Population Census are available. 

The present cost to the Administra¬ 
tion of health services, including 
those provided for Australian pen¬ 
sioners and recipients of the special 
allowance, is about $220, 000 per 
annum. It has become increasing¬ 
ly difficult for residents of Norfolk 
Island to obtain adequate private 
health insurance. The problem is 
complex ar.d some parts of it do not 
seem to be capable of a wholly satis¬ 
factory solution. It seems clear, 
however, that there is need to estab¬ 
lish a contributory Norfolk Island 
Health Fund through which residents 
may insure against the cost of ser¬ 
vices provided through the Hospital 
Board either directly or, in certain 
cases, by referral to visiting special¬ 
ists or for mainland treatment. It 
is not clear whether the balance of 
advantage lies in favour of a vol¬ 
untary or a compulsory system of 
contributions; and for that reason 
it seems desirable to introduce the 
scheme on a voluntary basis. There 
is a strong case, however, far re¬ 
quiring recipients of Norfolk Island 
social security benefits to insure 
through the Fund, and for taking 
this requirement into account in de¬ 
termining the scale of such benefits. 
Arrangements for Norfolk Island 
health insurance are ualikely to re¬ 
duce significantly the present bud¬ 
getary cost of health services, but 
they should prevent the escalation 
of that cos t and they should stabil¬ 
ize the finances of die Hospital 
Board. 

Revenue requirements 

The total receipts of the Norfolk 
Island Administration in 1977-78, 
defined in social accounting terms, 
amounted to $1.358 million. Two- 
thirds of this came from taxation; 
almost a quarter came from the in¬ 
come of public enterprises inclusive 
of depreciation provisions and from 
other receipts of interest and proper¬ 
ty income; and a little under one- 
tenth came from the Commonwealth 
Government grant. About 60 per 
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cent of the total receipts was ab¬ 
sorbed in government consumption 
expenditure, 5 per cent was devoted 
to die payment of subsidies and 10 
per cent was spent on cash benefits 
to persons in die fields of education, 
health and welfare. The surplus on 
current account, including provi¬ 
sions for depreciation in public en¬ 
terprises, amounted to $0.344 
million or a little over 25 per cent 
of total receipts. Of this latter 
sum, $0.122 million was absorbed 
in fixed capital expenditure and 
the remainder was added to the fi¬ 
nancial assets of the Administration 
(including a small amount in the 
form of capital transfers to public 
enterprises). 

In addition to Administration ex¬ 
penditure, the Commonwealth 
Government in 1977-78 spent $0. 916 
million in direct outlays on the Isl¬ 
and! Slightly more than half of 
this took the form of government 
consumption expenditure and the 
remainder of gross fixed capital ex¬ 
penditure. The outlay on goods 
and services of the government sec¬ 
tor as a whole, not including pub¬ 
lic enterprises, accounted for 16.9 
per cent of the gross national ex - 
penditure. In the same year the 
corresponding proportion for the 
three levels of Australian govern¬ 
ment was 20. 5 per cent. Some 
30.6 per cent of government ex¬ 
penditure in Norfolk Island on goods 
and services was devoted to fixed 
capital equipment: the correspond¬ 
ing figure for governments on the 
mainland was 19.5 per cent. 

There are two other classes of 
government outlay which can be. 
more usefully measured in rela¬ 
tion to the national disposable in¬ 
come, which consists of employee 
earnings, the operating surplus of 
enterprises net of depreciation, 
indirect taxes less subsidies, and 
net income and other transfers re¬ 
ceived from overseas (which, in 
the Australian case, is a negative 
item). In both Norfolk Island and 
Australia subsidies paid in 1977-78 
were equivalent to 0. 5 per cent of 
the national disposable income. 

On the other hand, transfers to per¬ 
sons amounted to 10.5 per cent 
of the national disposable Income 
in Australia, and to only 1.1 per 
cent in Norfolk Island (or 3.3 per 
cent if Australian social security 
payments to Norfolk Island resi¬ 
dents are added to the amounts 
paid by the Norfolk Island Admin¬ 
istration). 

These figures, taken in conjunc¬ 
tion with the levels of per capita 
income, suggest that there is 
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THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

I ^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

tepLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


scope for a substantial increase in 
the part played by the government 
sector in the Norfolk Island econ¬ 
omy if the residents so wish. At 
the same time, the scope for levy¬ 
ing heavier taxation is constrained 
by the need to maintain the at¬ 
tractiveness of the Island to visitors. 
Though Norfolk Island appeals prin¬ 
cipally to a special segment of the 
tourist market and does not appear 
to be in close competition at pre¬ 
sent with other destinations for 
Australian and New Zealand holi¬ 
day-makers, the availability of 
"duty-free" shopping is clearly an 
important element in its attractive¬ 
ness. 

*100,000 more welfare 

It is prudent to assume that the 
elaboration of Norfolk Island wel¬ 
fare provisions will initially add 
at least $100, 000 to Administra¬ 
tion outlay, and to provide room 
for expenditure in the general field 
of welfare, health and education 
to grow by a further $2 00, 000 as 
new policies are developed and as 
new needs emerge. 

Expenditure on public services 
falls into three broad categories: 
administration and law enforce¬ 
ment; forestry, agriculture and 
the environment; and capital works 
and services. These areas, too, 
are likely to be subject to sustained 
pressure for growth as the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly develops its policies 
in response to the aspirations of the 
Island community. The strength 
and timing of these pressures axe 
matters for conjecture, but it seems 
desirable to allow for an increase 
of about $150, 000 in the first few 
years. 

Although the Administration 
achieved in 1977-78 an increase in 
financial assets of some $220, 000 
(measured in social accounting 
terms), die Island's economic base 


is not so assured that this could be 
prudently taken as indicating room 
to increase expenditure without a 
corresponding increase in revenue. 
Thus it appears that the revenue 
system needs to be capable of rais¬ 
ing an additional annual sum of at 
least $200, 000 within the first year 
or two and to have sufficient fur¬ 
ther flexibility to expand the addi¬ 
tional yield to about $500, 000 
over a longer period. (These are 
constant-price figures which are 
independent of the effects of in¬ 
flation. ) $500, 000 represents 
4.9 per cent of the total factor 
income (wages, salaries and sup¬ 
plements and the gross operating 
surplus of enterprises) generated 
in Norfolk Island in 1977-78, or 
4.6 per cent of the gposs national 
expenditure (private and govern¬ 
ment) on goods and services. 

Sources of revenue 

In a broad sense, there are three 
possible ways of raising addition¬ 
al revenue. One is to obtain more 
from the existing sources, inclu¬ 
ding both taxes and the surpluses 
of public enterprises. A second 
is to levy a general income tax. 

The third is to levy a general 
expenditure tax. 

New taxes 

The present revenue system is 
somewhat selective, and an attempt 
to raise substantially more from it 
would not only meet with resistance 
from the community but also give 
rise to economic inefficiency by 
further distorting the decisions of 
the private sector. There is, how¬ 
ever, scope to increase the yield 
of the present system by rather 
more than $50, 000 by means of 
relatively minor adjustments to the 
rates and charges. 

• It is clear that there will be a 
need for new taxation of a broad- 
based* kind. The chief merit of an 


income tax is that, by means of a 
progressive rate structure with ex¬ 
emption for small incomes, the bur 
den can be made to fall with great 
er relative severity at higher in¬ 
come levels. Against this, however, 
it has substantial disadvantages, es¬ 
pecially when it is to be used in a 
very small economy. Though the 
legislation might be made very 
much simpler than that wlbich is in 
force in Australia, it would be ex¬ 
pensive and troublesome to ad¬ 
minister. It would throw a heavy 
burden of compliance on at least 
those taxpayers who were in busi¬ 
ness on their own account, in the 
form of record-keeping and the 
preparation of returns. It would 
pose jurisdictional problems in the 
case of businesses operating partly 
in Norfolk Island and partly else¬ 
where and in the case of tempor¬ 
ary residents earning income on the 
Island. Though the rates of tax 
could be low by Australian stand¬ 
ards they could not be so low as 
to avoid significant effects in the 
middle and upper ranges of income 
on Incentives and on the efficiency 
of business decisions. 

With a .general expenditure tax 
problems of these kinds are likely 
to be of much less magnitude. The 
two main variants that it is appro¬ 
priate to consider are a retail tax 
applying to all goods and services 
at a uniform rate. In Norfolk Isl¬ 
and in 1977-78 each of these would 
have yielded about $70, 000 for 
each 1 per cent of tax. The choice 
between them is fairly even: each 
is relatively easy to administer and 
to comply with, especially in a 
small community, and their effects 
on prices, the patterns of produc¬ 
tion and expenditure and die dis¬ 
tribution of real income are for 
practical purposes identical. The 
chief consideration that may fa¬ 
vour one or the other is accept¬ 
ability; and that is a matter for 
judgement in the light of an ex¬ 
planation of how each would op¬ 
erate. 

There are other taxes of signifi¬ 
cant potential yeild that might be 
introduced in Norfolk Island as part 
of an'elaboration of the revenue 
system, but npne of diem has strong 
claims to consideration at this stage 
With some adjustments to the ex¬ 
isting levies and with somewhat 
greater use of non-tax sources of 
revenue, a general expenditure tax 
in either retail or value-added form, 
at a rate of 2 or 2 i per cent, appears 
sufficient to meet the fiscal needs of 
Norfolk Island for at least the next 
few years. 
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NEWS FROM 

THE OTHER ISLANDS 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 



THE CHAIRMAN -of the General 
Science Department at the University 
of Hawaii is so pessimistic about the 
world's future energy supplies that 
he has taken leave of his position 
and is moving to the Tuamotos, in 
French Polynesia, to help teach fu¬ 
ture generations how to simplify 
their living. 

United Press reports that Prof. Ian 
Newhouse thinks it is already too late 
to save energy-dependent places like 
Honolulu from eventual castrophe. 

Population pressures and the world 
energy crisis will force people to re¬ 
turn to a primitive standard of liv¬ 
ing, he believes. 

"TheU.S. Statistical Year-Book 
says per capita energy consumption 
has been declining worldwide since 
1973," Newhouse said. "It means 
we have had less energy available 
each year since 1973. Energy avail¬ 
ability means standard of living. 

TnHawaii-we'll all be living like 
primitives 100 years from now, be¬ 
cause when die oil runs out, all this 
will be gone. " He raised a tanned 
arm toward urban Honolulu. 

Living in the Tuamotus he hopes 
to pool technical information with 
information from people who still 
have the skills that enabled their 
island ancestors to subsist. 

"Since an atoll is an impoverish¬ 
ed environment, anything we can 
do there could be done on a high 
island or anywhere else," he said, 

"Most people think we can just 
switch .to alternate energy sources 


when the oil runs out, ” he said, 

"but if you can't afford the oil in 
20 years, you won't be able to af¬ 
ford the alternatives, either." 

But, he said, you will be able 
to paint a plastic bucket black, 
fill it with water, set it in the sun 
in the morning, and have hot water 
at bath time. 

"You can also use solar energy 
to distill drinking water from the 
ocean, and you don’t need any ex¬ 
pensive panels. Just lean a square 
of black plastic over a bucket of 
salt water in the sun. Evaporating 
water will accumulate on the plas¬ 
tic and drip down into whatever 
you put there to catch it. " 

Newhouse, 53, married and a 
father, is a marine biologist by 
training but 11 years ago he pre¬ 
pared a lecture on population 
growth and said 'It frightened the 
hell out of me." 

"I realized what's really be¬ 
ginning to happen on earth. I’ve 
thrown everything else away and 
now all I deal with is what I call 
human ecology." 

After choosing an atoll, Newhouse 
and his French group will list all its 
plant and animal life, fresh water 
resources, rate of replenishment by 
rainfall, and how it all can handle 
various standards of living. 

"You figure out how much pie 
there is, and then you figure how 
you're going to cut it up. This is 
something industrialized nations 
don't do nowadays. 

"But the early Hawaiians and 


Tahitians did this. Island peoples 
have always done this. They have 
said, 'Not only do we want to eat, 
but we do not want to spend all 
our time just gathering food or 
planting or catching fish. We would 
also like to have time to make can¬ 
oes and make love and sing and have 
festivals.' 

"They calculated their resources 
and divided their time, and they 
reached a particular standard and 
they held it. We don't do that. We 
continue to expand and are getting 
less and less pie worldwide. 

"One important thing is to get 
away from the idea that we should 
duplicate the crops of the western 
world, " he said. "Instead, we'll 
work with some of the things that 
have been time-tested over 2, 000 
years on atolls. Things like bread¬ 
fruit, banana, papaya, pandanus 
and taro." 

The project will draw on techno¬ 
logy in working out systems for ob¬ 
taining fresh water, preserving food 
and providing a small, temporary 
electricity supply, but will aim to 
avoid metals in the long run. 

His project may not appeal to 
the islanders now but, he said, 

"when the boat stops coming and 
the store shelves are bare... then 
they may say, 'Hey, that looks 
better than the sloppy conditions 
I’m living in now. ’ ” 


AUSTRALIA HAS given a new 50- 
foot patrol boat, worth $850, 000, to 
the Solomon Islands. 

Five Solomon Islanders, including 
two marine engineers, were given 
maintenance training in Australia, 
and the two engineers were aboard 
on the delivery voyage. 

The boat was formally handed 
over at Honiara on May 1st. 

An Australian navy officer has 
been seconded to the Solomons gov¬ 
ernment for three months to help 
make sure the boat gets into opera¬ 
tion successfully. 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 



SCREENING L A T EST - RELEA SE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 




: BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 


"TOMORROW NEVER COMES"_"HARDCORE"_"SPEED TRAP"_ 

"THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW"_"NIGHT DIGGER"_"KEEP 

IT UP DOWNSTAIRS"...'. "THE MAGIC GARDEN OF STANLEY SWEETHEART" 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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Gilbert Islands - Fact Sheets Fiji - Fact Sheets American Samoa - Fact Sheets Tonfla - Fact Sheets 


Nauru — Fact Sheets French Polynesia — Fart Sheets Papua New Guinea — Fact Sheets 
Tuvalu - Fact Sheets Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands - Fact Sheets New Caledonia - Fact Sheets 

Solomon Islands — Fact Sheets New Hebrides - Fact Sheets Western Samoa — Fact Sheets 

Cook Islands - Fact Sheets Ocean Island - Fact Sheets Irian Jaya - Fact Sheets Niue - Fact Sheets 


South Pacific 
Dossier 

131 PAGES INCLUDING PACIFIC MAP - $4.25 



It has been tq^jpasy Toview the South Pacific as a perpetual summer of white beaches in a 
calm blue ocean shaded by swaying palm trees. But do we know of the Pacific Islanders’ 
hopes, their dreams, their aspirations, their illusions and their disillusions? It is our hope 
that the South Pacific Dossier will help to answer some of these questions. 
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THIS DELICIOUS creamy casserole 
may be prepared the day before 
and placed in the fridge. At the 
last minute before warming it up 
to serve sprinkle with Parmesan 
Cheese. 

CHICKEN WITH CREAM & 
ASPARAGUS' 

3 lbs. chicken pieces 

3 oz. butter 

i cup white wine 

i cup chicken stock 

Salt and freshly ground pepper 

4 oz. button mushrooms 

1 medium can asparagus spears 
\ cup cream 
1 tablespoon flour 
Grated Parmesan Cheese 

Dry chicken pieces w.ith kitchen 
towel and melt 2 ozs. butter in a 
heavy frying pan. Brown chicken 
pieces a few at a time. Place 
chicken in a flameproof casserole 
and add wine, chicken stock and 
season with salt and pepper. Cover 


THE LAST COUPLE of months have 
not seen much in the way of new 
varieties coming into the Bond and 
I have, in fact, tried only one. 

It was a Kaiser Stuhl rose which 
is something for which this maker 
has earned a reputation. This wine 
is labelled "Crackling", probably 
a fair enough description of a good 
spritzig meant to be served chilled. 
The colour is good, it is just slight¬ 
ly sweet and has the "green” finish 
which generally distinguishes the 
Portuguese product. Very good 
value at $1.80. 

The lack of new things has led 
me to check back on wines I've 
previously neglected to discuss. 

Rhinecastle's Bin 26A Cabernet 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


and simmer for approx. 30 mins, 
or until tender. 

Heat remaining butter and saute 
mushrooms lightly. Add drained 
asparagus spears and cook a further 
minute. Pour cream into small 
bowl and add flour, whisk lightly 
to combine. Remove chicken to 
a warm serving plate and keep 
warm. Add cream mixture to cas¬ 
serole, stirring over a gentle heat 
until thickened, do not boil or mix - 
ture will curdle. Add mushrooms 
and asparagus and spoon over chick¬ 
en. Serve sprinkled with Parmesan 
Cheese. 

BELOW IS AN easy one for mothers 
who are always asked to "Please 
bring a plate." 

MOCK SHORTBREAD SLICE 
4 ozs. butter 
1 cup coconut 
1 cup brown sugar 
lcupS.R. flour 

Set oven temperature at 350 deg. 
and grease a lamington tin. Melt 
butter and mix with remaining in¬ 
gredients, mixing well. Press into 
prepared tin. Bake in a moderate 
oven for 20 mins. Cut into bars 
while still warm. 

A USEFUL HINT 

After buying a fresh bulb of garlic, 
peel each clove, put into a small 
jar and fill the jar with oil. Store 
in the fridge. The garlic will keep 
for months and the oil can be used 
later for salad dressings or frying. 


Shiraz 1974 is a claret style simp¬ 
ly described as South Australian. 

A light red with fairly dominant 
tannin it is pleasant but some¬ 
what lacking in depth. Reasonably 
priced <S $2. 50. 

Another merchant's wine is the 
so called "Sea Food Mosel” from 
H.G. Brown. Made in 1978 by Stan¬ 
ley at Clare it is a not-too-sweet, 
delicate wine which reminded me 
a little of Hamilton's Ewell. 

Priced <® $2.35. 

To finish a winter's evening, you 
may like to try a Hot Cossack. 

Just take three-quarters of a cup of 
strong hot coffee and top up with 
vodka. Na Zdarovial 
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GOING ABOUT one's dally busi¬ 
ness one isn't really aware of the 
number of visitors that are on the 
Island at any one time. However, 
on Friday 8th June, they were all 
down at Kingston lining the pier on 
either side, and what a multitude 
there was! The occasion was the 
re-enactment of the landing of 
the first Pitcairn settlers on Norfolk 
on 8th June, 1856. 

In previous years, the re-enact¬ 
ment has taken place in the morn¬ 
ing but this year a difference in the 
sequence of events was tried. The 
annual "Bounty" -v- "All-comers" 
cricket match was played at 9 a. m.; 
the community picnic at 12 noon; 
and the re-enactment of the landing 
at 2 p. m. 

The weather was perfect - bright, 
warm sun, without too much wind. 
Personally, 1 found the change in 
timetable not such a rush and it 
did give all members of the family 
a chance to take part in the parade, 
whereas sometimes it was awkward 
for the womenfolk to dress up in 
the morning when there were last- 
minute preparations for the picnic 
to be finalised. 

It was terrific to see so many 
gathered in the You* Centre Com¬ 
pound for the picnic, many in 
family groups, and those without 
families gathered with their friends 
to enjoy the day. 

The Hon. R.J. Ellicott, Minister 
for Home Affairs, was a guest at 
the luncheon. 

The array of food on such an oc¬ 
casion has to be seen to be believed. 
A sucking piglet, complete with 
apple in its mouth, adorned several 
"tables" (tablecloths spread out on 
the grass) surrounded by all sorts of 
different salads, pilhis and muddha. 
Coconut, lemon and passionfruit pies, 
plus trifles and plum pudding -- all 
the traditional Island desserts. 

I can imagine the groans as every¬ 
one tried to rise to their feet about * 
1.45 to wander over to the. pier! 

The re-enactment involved a par¬ 
ty of Island residents landing at die 
pier and welcomed to Norfolk by 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart (the Administra¬ 
tor and his wife) and Captain Den¬ 
ham, R. N. (Bill Blucher) who were 
resplendently dressed in period cos¬ 
tume. Some of the costumes of the 


local residents were really terrific. 
Janie Carr looked most becoming 
in a black frock, complete with 
pantaloons and poke bonnet. Les¬ 
lie (Nobbie) Buffett really did look 
as though he'd spent many days at 
sea. The young children were fas¬ 
cinated with the knife he had strap¬ 
ped to his face. Nornie Douran and 
daughter Gordie Haricherow, together 
with Greg Quintal, were a happy 
group making their way up to the 
Cenotaph. It is sometimes difficult 
to find suitable clothing for the 
children. However, the Magri boys 
and Bernie Christian-Bailey's family 
certainly looked the part. 

Next time you see Leon Evans 
ask him what he did to his beard! 

He really did look the part of the 
ship’s doctor, but was minus his 
beard the following day! Also hard 
to recognize were Dianne Buffett, 
Lorraine Williams - complete with 
spectacles, and Ann Snell. 

After the wreath-laying ceremony 
at the Cenotaph and Cemetery, those 
in costume then went up to Govern¬ 
ment House where a welcome cup 
of tea was handed around. The judg¬ 
ing of the family groups took place 
on the lawn whilst afternoon tea was 
being served . It was a difficult job 
deciding which family would win 
the Engeldow Perpetual Platter, but 
it was finally presented to the Chris¬ 
tian family by The Hon. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott. After Mac Adams' few words 
of appreciation to Mr. & Mrs. O'Leary, 
the groups then dispersed. 

Several families had taken their 
children home after the parade so 
that they could rest before the Boun¬ 
ty Ball which was held at 8 p. m. that 
evening. From all accounts it was a 
lovely night with the children "steal¬ 
ing the show” not only with their 
singing but also with their dancing. 
Believe Grant Kenny and Robin Bur¬ 
rell were the winners in the under - 
15 age group, with Richard (Uckoo) 
Douran and Pam Hattersley winning 
the adult section. Tom and Timmy 
Lloyd spend each Tuesday evening 
teaching the young people (and 
adults too) the old-time dances, and 
from the evidence at the Bounty Ball 
they have been doing a tremendous 
job. 

.There were many comments too 
about the delightful music provided 
by George and Dennis Smith, Max 


Hobbins and David Rodgers. The 
Ball was the grand finale to a de¬ 
lightful day. 

I'm all topsy-turvy as I've just 
told you about tl e climax to the 
Bounty Week Celebrations and now 
I’d like to tell you something of the 
Rotary Village Fair - the event 
which commenced a week full of 
activity. 

The Fair was organised as a service 
to the community by the Rotary. Or¬ 
ganizations on the Island had been 
invited to participate in which ever 
way they wished and many had taken 
the opportunity. The weather had 
been unsettled for several days but 
fortunately the rain held off for most 
of the day. The Rotary provided 
the trestle tables and die morning 
was a scene of activity as prepara¬ 
tions were made for the opening at 
1 p. m. The Council of Youth con¬ 
ducted a soft drink stall; the So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers organized a White Elephant 
Stall, with a delicious looking raffle 
(home-cooked dinner, complete 
with magnum of champagne); the 
Underwater Club had rigged up a 
Hammer Scale which was very pop¬ 
ular. (Lou Evans remains the Su¬ 
preme Champion of this event!) 
Malcolm Withington and Nobby 
Bruce were the clowns who were 
drowned many times in their tank 
of water. Nobby and Malcolm were 
helping the Scouts raise funds for 
their Jamboree fr.id. Another popu¬ 
lar activity was the Toss-a-Coin 
table run by the Scout Group Com¬ 
mittee. Believe Pam Matthews 
wasn't going to leave that table 
until she had landed on the right 
number! The Basketball Association 
was kept busy making shiskabobs 
whilst the Scout Group Committee 
dispensed hot dogs to the hungry 
visitors. 

Gary Robertson and Roger New¬ 
man gave a running commentary 
on the activities of the afternoon. 

I think Fay Bataille is to be congratu¬ 
lated on the time and patience she 
had obviously given in teaching the 
Guides and Brownies the Maypole. 

The children were tremendous weav¬ 
ing in.and out with their colourful 
ribbons, dressed in gaily patterned 
skirts - the highlight of the after¬ 
noon! I wasn't in time to watch 
the calisthenics display, but believe 
this was really good too. 

As you can gather this was a tre¬ 
mendous afternoon - mustn't forget 
to mention though the egg-throwing 
and rolling pin throwing competition. 
Boy, oh boy, Teresa Grube can cert¬ 
ainly hurl a rolling pin! 
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EDITORIAL 


Now on trial: Mr. Ellicott’s promise of government by consensus 


A YEAR AGO NORFOLK WAS LOOKING FORWARD to the 
restoration of democracy here, after 82 years of colonial 
rule. That was what the Australian Government seemed 
to have promised in Minister R. J. Ellicott's speech of May 
8th, 1978. 

Plans for celebrating the event were being laid. Aus¬ 
tralia said it would probably undertake a colour feature film 
and brochure on the subject. Special Norfolk stamps, and 
possibly an issue of Norfolk commemorative coins, were be¬ 
ing discussed. There was talk about inviting a member of 
the Royal family to attend the festivities, along with repre¬ 
sentatives of other South Pacific islands which have risen up 
out of colonialism in recent years. 

Anticipation changed to resentment when the Island 
realised, last November, what Australia really intended. 

The elected Council members unanimously objected to the 
Norfolk Island Bill, but when they tried to get Mr. Ellicott 
to amend it they failed on almost every significant point. 
"You are under the complete bondage of the Australian Par¬ 
liament, " he told them. "You are not free." 

The Norfolk Island Act, as passed by Parliament in 
May, does not lessen the Parliament's absolute power over 
Norfolk by one iota. Mr. Ellicott's statement is fully as ac¬ 
curate now as when he made it. 

And so when Mr. Ellicott faced the Council ten days 
ago on June 7th, there was no trace of pleasure or celebra¬ 
tion in the air. The Councillors' faces were stiff. Mr. 
Ellicott's comment was: "The Council did indicate a view 
about the legislation that I was very grateful to hear — 
that, in the long run, you did indicate that you would work 
with the legislation and attempt to make it work -- and that 
to me was a very positive response, and one that I hope we 
can build upon.'' 

■ 

UNDER THIS DEPRESSING NEW LAW Australia retains the 
right to make any law it wishes on Norfolk Island, and to 
strike off any law the Norfolk Assembly may make. Under 
these circumstances, it is whoily within Australia's control 
whether the Norfolk Island people are permitted proper hum¬ 
an rights or not. 

An acceptable level of human rights can exist here if 
Mr. Ellicott and his Government wil 1 in fact honour two 
principles which Mr. Ellicott has publicly assured us will be 
followed: government by consensus, and primary concern 
for the best interests of the people of the Island. 


Can we rely on what Mr. Ellicott said? We will rap¬ 
idly begin finding out, in terms of clear decisions. 

The first will be made any day. The issue is the Island's 
voting system, which in the past has produced a united Nor¬ 
folk Island Council, determined to protect the Island's inter¬ 
ests. Mr. Ellicott wants to change it to a "proportional rep¬ 
resentation" system, incomprehensible to the average voter. 
The difference between the two is simple. 

The Island's existing system is clearly understood, trust¬ 
ed, and considered to produce a fair result. Except for the 
eighth-place tie vote, every Councillor in office now was 
supported by more voters than supported any of the unsuccess¬ 
ful candidates. 

Mr. Ellicott wants a different kind of elected body on 
Norfolk. Through mathematical gymnastics, he wants to 
arrange things so that some of the winners lose, and some of 
the losers win. He wants a "cross-section" of views — which 
in the realities of Norfolk Island means that he wants one or 
more pro-integrationlsts on the Assembly. With the Assembly 
thus divided and divisive, Australia would always be in a po¬ 
sition to "settle the conflict" any way it liked. If a "cross- 
section" truly makes for better government, Mr. Ellicott 
can no doubt explain to us why his Government's Cabinet 
contains no members of the Australian Labor Party. 

Not one of Norfolk's elected Councillors supports the 
change. If Mr. Ellicott is genuine about "government by 
consensus" he will leave the Island's voting system as it is, 
unless a clear consensus should emerge in support of change. 


THE ISLAND'S VOTING SYSTEM is only the first of a series 
of issues that will rapidly demonstrate what Mr. Ellicott 
means by "government by consensus". Australia has stalled 
the good government of this Island ever since the Royal Com¬ 
mission began, and there are serious questions that need to 
be dealt with promptly. Here are seven of them. 

Airport expansion. What happens to the airport will 
have direct effects on Norfolk's environment, on our basic 
tourist industry, on the threat of over-commercialisation, 
and on the livelihood of many residents and their families. 
Some airport expansion may - or may not - be necessary. 

A big expansion could do big damage. Will the decision 
be made according to a careful study of what is really best 
for Norfolk? Or will it simply be based on what is best for 
Australia's airlines and Department of Transport? Will the 
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decision be one reached by consensus, or will Norfolk simply 
be told what the decision is? 

Social welfare system. The people of Norfolk know 
their own needs better than Canberra bureaucrats ever can. 
Prof. Gates' early report gives authoritative support foi a 
simple, unbureaucratic community-help system here. Will 
Norfolk be permitted to follow this sensible path, or will 
Mr. Ellicott decree that the Island must conform with Aus¬ 
tralia's poorly-functioning example? 

Town planning. Mr. Anthony Powell, of Australia's 
National Capital Development Commission, has been a mod¬ 
el of the kind of help that Australia can give Norfolk if Aus¬ 
tralia really wants to help. He says that Norfolk's own el¬ 
ected representatives ought to make the key decisions about 
laws controlling land use, building and development. Will 
the Assembly be allowed to do this, in consensus with Gov¬ 
ernment specialists like Mr. Powell — or will Mr. Ellicott 
announce a set of land-use policies that Canberra has decid¬ 
ed are best for Norfolk? 

Immigration. It is a disgrace to Australian admini¬ 
stration that Norfolk immigration policies have been in lim¬ 
bo for more than five years — since May 3, 1974, when 
migration permits were "temporarily” suspended while a 
new ordinance was worked out. The Island needs a clear 
law and firm, written policies, including ones that protect 
the rights of the Pitcairn people. Will the law and the pol¬ 
icies be arrived at by consensus? Or will Mr. Ellicott say 
that the Pitcairn people's rights, for example, are "not con¬ 
sistent with Government policies"? 

South Pacific relations. As a part of the South Pacif¬ 
ic islands community. Norfolk warns and is entitled to take 
part in certain regional activities. A seat has been reserved 
for Norfolk at the South Pacific Conference ever since its 
inception, but Australia has always refused to let any offic¬ 
ial delegation from the Island attend the Conference. Will 
this issue be resolved by consensus in time for the next Con¬ 
ference, at Tahiti later this year? Or will Norfolk, if it 
wants.to be present, have to defy Australia's ban, as it has 
done in the case of the South Pacific Games? 

Norfolk's ocean zone. In March Mr Ellicott told the 
Council that he thought the Australian Government's attitude 
would be that broadly, Norfolk should get the benefits from 
the Island's surrounding 200-mile zone. Council strongly 


feels the same way. That might sound like consensus, bui 
other parts of the Government say the waters are Australia's, 
not Norfolk’s. Will Norfolk's ocean zone be administered 
by consensus, in the Island's best interest? Or will the ec¬ 
onomic benefits in the zone be quietly traded off to get bet¬ 
ter beef, wheat and mineral contracts for Australia? 

Spending and taxation. Most people on Norfolk live 
thriftily, and think their government should too. As a re¬ 
sult of this conservatism the Island operates in the black and 
has savings in the bank -- in contrast with Australia, which 
borrows to pay current expenses and owes massive debts to 
overseas lenders. Mr. Ellicott seems to assume (with a 
knowing politician's twinkle in his eye) that the new Assem 
bly will spend expansively, and that taxes will simply have 
to be raised to meet whatever the bills are. Contrary to a 
basic principle of British law, the Norfolk Island Act gives 
Mr- Ellicott the effective power to impose spending and tax¬ 
ation on Norfolk without the people's representation. Will 
he use this power in consensus with what the Island believes 
is right, or will he push the Island into the same tax-and- 
spend, spend-and-tax whirlpool that Australia is caught in? 


MR. ELLICOTT HAS A QUICK mind and is a tireless sales¬ 
man, but his record on Norfolk Island shows he has little o 
no political sensitivities to people's feelings. He may there¬ 
fore not be aware, as he ought to be, that his conduct and 
his Government’s actions here have created a Norfolk Island 
situation with a very short fuse. 

That fuse will probably not be touched off if Mr. Elli¬ 
cott governs the Island by consensus, for the best interest of 
the Island, as he has promised to do. 

His first test will be whether, by consensus, he will 
leave Norfolk with a voting system people trust, or whether 
he will force onto the Island a voting system that people m - 
trust. 

The people of Norfolk and their growing number of 
friends in the other islands of the South Pacific are about to 
begin receiving clear object lessons in what Australia really 
means by "government by consensus" on a small island that 
is under its complete bondage. 
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MARTINS AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS R ETA1LERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorlubire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shaven, Home & peri on a 1 care product* 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Car*, truck* and motorcycle* 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyre* 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mower*, rotohoes, home gardnen 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pert control expert* 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvaton, hoe*, all 

agricultural implement* 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

| REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

| BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


ty be able to help you please aik us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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40ft OF VOTERS SIGNED THE PETITION FOR A REFERENDUM ON ANY CHANGE 
TO THE VOTING SYSTEM - THE LAW SAYS ONE NOW HAS TO BE HELD 


What Mr. Ellicott Didn’t Tell You 
about “Proportional” Voting 


YOU MAY THINK YOU GET TO VOTE FOR 12 CANDIDATES - BUT 
WHEN THE COUNTING IS DONE YOUR BALLOT GETS ONLY ONE VOTE 


PETER COLEMAN-THE MAN 


BIG CHANGE FOR NORFOLK: A WRITER-EDITOR-PHILOSOPHER-INTELLECTUAL-POLITICIAN 


INDEPENDENCE FOR NORFOLK? 


A PROMINENT CANDIDATE SAYS NORFOLK'S ONLY SALVATION IS TO WORK 
FOR INDEPENDENCE - EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW EXPLORES HIS BELIEFS 


FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION MOVES.TO PROTECT NORFOLK'S FOOD SUPPLY.. .DOUBTS 
ON BIG SALARIES FOR THE ASSEMBLY... NORFOLK AIRLINES' FOUR-PLANE FLEET ... 
COUNCIL SLAMS THE MINISTER'S hIGH-HANDEDNESS... INTERVIEW WITH MERA AND 
HAMISH MARTIN...hELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES... GOOD WINES "IN BOND*. .1 LETTER 
FROM HOME... EDITORIAL ON THE ASSEMBLY'S ONE GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 



COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


I bonhcorcJ 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES, IADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL TEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER-AND GOLD CHAIN 
„„ NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

~ * 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK A Rtf CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 


VOTERS EXERCISE ONE OF THEIR FEW DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS - MINISTER FACES FOUR STICKY CHOICES 


Referendum Forced 


A PETITION requiting a referendum on 
Norfolk’s voting method was signed by 
more than one-third of the Island's 
electors early in July, and lodged with 
acting Administrator Gordon Williams 
for action on July 9th. 

The Referendum Ordinance 19S4 
says that on receipt of such a petition, 
the Administrator "shall" direct a 
referendum. 

The petition was signed by all of 
Norfolk's elected Councillors except 
David Buffett. 

The petition reads, "We, the under¬ 
signed electors of Norfolk Island, ask 
that a referendum be held on the fol¬ 
lowing question: 'Should the method 
of voting to elect members of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly 
be changed to proportional representa¬ 
tion instead of using the method that 
was used to elect members of the 
Ninth Norfolk Island Council?' 

"We also ask," the petition contin¬ 
ued, "that no election be held until 
the result of this referendum is known. " 

The completion and lodging of the 
petition appear to leave Minister 
R.J. Ellicott four possible courses of 
action: 

• Have the Governor-General amend 
the new Legislative Assembly Ordin¬ 
ance, restoring Norfolk's traditional 
system of voting, and let the Assembly 
election go ahead on August 1st. The 
voting system could then be changed 
to proportional representation for fu¬ 
ture elections if the referendum show¬ 
ed enough voters wanted the change. 

• Postpone the Assembly election un¬ 
til the referendum result is known. 

This would delay the start of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, probably until Sep¬ 
tember. There do not appear to be 
any serious legislative problems that 
would be caused by a month's delay, 
after several years of delay caused by 
the Nimmo Report. 

•Hold the Assembly election as 
scheduled, using the proportional repre¬ 
sentation system. This would leave 
Mr. Ellicott appearing to scoff at more 
than a third of the electors and their 
right of calling a referendum. If the 
referendum, held afterward, rejected 
the proportional representation system, 
it would put a cloud over the legiti¬ 
macy of the Assembly members' elec¬ 
tion. 

• have the Governor-General 
amend the Referendum Ordinance 
in some way that makes the peti¬ 
tion invalid. This would leave 
Mr. Ellicou appearing to scoff not 


only at referendums, but at consti¬ 
tutional government itself. 

Unless Mr. Ellicott takes the last 
alternative - the most high-hahded 
of the four - a referendum on the 
voting system must be held, and 
the Administrator (or acting Ad¬ 
ministrator) could not delay it un¬ 
duly without risking court action 
by one or more of the petitioners. 

The petition received the re¬ 
quired one-third of electors' sig¬ 
natures without any highly-organ¬ 
ised effort. The opening of the 
petition had been announced in a 
letter to the "Norfolk Islander” by 
Ken Nobbs on June 30th. Many 


electors called into his shop. Cam¬ 
eralines, to sign. Some eight or 
ten volunteers collected the rest. 

They found most voters willing 
to sign the petition, but reported a 
few cases in which they were in¬ 
sulted or abused. Voters who de¬ 
clined to sign when asked seemed 
to fall into three general categor¬ 
ies - people who "never sign pet¬ 
itions"; people who seemed to like 
the idea of proportional representa¬ 
tion and didn't see any reason to 
delay the Assembly election; and 
people who felt that Australia was 
going to have its own way on Nor¬ 
folk, regardless of what voters did. 


What happened day-by-day 


June 7th: At a special meeting 
of Council with Mr. Ellicott, Coun¬ 
cillors were given draft copies of 
eight new ordinances that Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said needed to be put into fi¬ 
nal shape and made into law prompt¬ 
ly. The most urgent, he said, was 
a draft Legislative Assembly Ordin¬ 
ance. 

■ He said the Assembly Ordinance 
was mostly identical to the existing 
Norfolk Island Council Ordinance - 
except that it provided for a new 
system of voting known as "propor¬ 
tional representation". He said he 
had formed a view - not a final 
one, he said - that it would help 
get a broader cross-section of Isl¬ 
and views on the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly than the existing voting system 
produced. 

Councillors McIntyre, Blucher, 
Bennett and Nunn had some misgiv¬ 
ings about the change and expressed 
them. The subject was set aside for 
further consideration. 

June 8th; After private talks with 
other Councillors, Councillor McIn¬ 
tyre prepared a five-page paper 
showing ways in which proportional 
representation was not suitable for 
the Island. He and five other Coun¬ 
cillors went over it and agreed it 
should be presented. 

June 9th: The McIntyre paper 
was presented to Mr. Ellicott and 
discussed. Mr. Ellicott said he 
would give consideration to the 
Councillors 1 objections. He return¬ 
ed to Australia the next day. 

June 21st; Mr. Ellicott told the 
Administrator by phone that he had 


taken full account of Council’s 
view and had decided to go ahead 
with the new proportional representa¬ 
tion system. He asked that the 
Council be informed, so they could 
express any further views they had. 
Most Councillors, when they heard 
the news, were outraged. 

June 22nd: At a public Council 
meeting called quickly to discuss 
the situation, seven Councillors 
protested loudly about the Minister's 
actions. 

Councillor Blucher: "I strongly 
object to... the attitude of pushing 
it down our throats whether we like 
it or not." 

Councillor McIntyre: "The Min¬ 
ister's words on 'consensus' should 
be forcibly put to him... this raises 
a fist over the whole system... the 
matter has to go to the people." 

Councillor Bennett: ”... this is 
the patronising voice of colonial¬ 
ism. .." 

Councillor MacKenzie: 1 am 
thoroughly disappointed and dis¬ 
gusted. " 

Councillor Quintal; "It’s not a 
matter for the Minister, it's a mat¬ 
ter for the people." 

Councillor Nunn: "This is a shock¬ 
ing omen for the way the Assembly 
may be treated." 

Councillor Snell: '1 support what 
the others have said. ” 

Councillor Buffett, however, did 
not agree with the other seven. He 
questioned whether the Council was 
trying to back out of the responsibil¬ 
ities it had, and was afraid of fac- 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / July-August 1979 



The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you. 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinoer engine is matched with 
a sophisticated roadTiugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which incfudes 
adjustable thigh and JGmbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a targe flat carrying space - 
extending all the way from the back, of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a dassic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



Road &Track’ 

magazine says *Every so often a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda’s third new car in two 
years: the 626. > 


ARRANGE FOR 


TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. RTZPATWCK 



Referendum by Petition: 

ONLY USED tWO TIMES 


ing the future. 

By a 7-1 vote, the Council re¬ 
quested that Mr. Ellicott withdraw 
the new voting system for the time 
being, and let the Assembly elec¬ 
tion proceed on the traditional sys- 

If he was determined to go ahead, 
Council resolved, it would be "un¬ 
warranted and colonialist interfer¬ 
ence in Norfolk's domestic affairs, 
and a breach of faith totally incom¬ 
patible with the Minister's assur¬ 
ances of consensus." 

In that event. Council resolved, 

"it is essential to bring about a Refer¬ 
endum under the Referendum Ordin¬ 
ance, with consequent postpone¬ 
ment of elections until the result is 
known. " 

June 28th: Australia's Governor- 
General enacted the new Legislative 
Assembly Ordinance, unchanged. 

June 29th : Administrator D. V. 
O’Leary declared the Ordinance to 
be in effect immediately, and an¬ 
nounced the closing of the elector¬ 
al roll for the Assembly election. 

July 1st: A petition for a refer- ^ 
endum on a change in the voting - '" 
system began circulating and gath¬ 
ering signatures. Seven Council¬ 
lors signed it promptly. Councillor 
Buffet declined. 

July 4th: Council met for its 
monthly meeting. 

Councillor Blucher: ”1 whole¬ 
heartedly support the call for a 
Referendum...it is the only demo¬ 
cratic process we could have." 

Councillor Quintal: "If one - 
third of the electors petition for a 
Referendum, a Referendum must 
be held... it would be wrong to 
hold the election before the Refer¬ 
endum result is known. ” Council¬ 
lor Quintal said that if the Minis¬ 
ter insisted on holding the election 
without waiting for the Referendum 
result, the election could be open 
to challenge by an elector before 
the Norfolk Island Supreme Court. 

Councillor Nunn: "I support the 
request for a Referendum." 

Councillor Snell: ’1 applaud 
the guts of those who are getting 
signatures for the petition. ” 

Councillor Blucher moved a 
resolution re-affirming Council's 
disapproval of the way proportion¬ 
al representation was being forced 
on the Island. The vote - Councillor 
McIntyre was abroad - was six in fa¬ 
vour, Councillor Buffett against. 

July cth; The Referendum petition 
had been signed by w.elljover 300 elec¬ 
tors - a comfortable margin over the 
necessary one-third of the electoral . 
Coll. 


TWICE IN NORFOLK history electors 
have used their rights under the Ref¬ 
erendum Ordinance to prevent Aus¬ 
tralia from intervening in purely lo¬ 
cal matters. 

Both times they have won. As a re¬ 
sult, a plan to open Norfolk up to 
immigration by any Australian was 
abandoned - and a plan to make the 
Island Australia's Quarantine Station 
was stopped cold. 

The Ordinance was passed in 1964, 
as one of the main concessions made 
to die people of Norfolk by the Aus¬ 
tralian Government, following some 
eight years of political dispute. 

Australia attempted to calm the 
Island by introducing some minor 
aspects of self-government in 1960, 
but the Council of the day reject¬ 
ed them as inadequate, and con¬ 
tinued agitating for a greater mea¬ 
sure of local democracy. 

The result,worked out after long 
meetings between the Council and 
Administrator Maj. -Gen. Words¬ 
worth, was the Norfolk Island Act 
1963. Councillors were told that 
the Act established a new form of 
government by "the Administrator- 
in-Council", in which the Adminis¬ 
trator would be bound to accept 
Council's advice on most local mat¬ 
ters. 

The new system was applauded 
and worked well until a subsequent 
Administrator, Air Cdre. Dalkin, 
pointed out to Council that the Act 
did not actually require him to ac - 
cept Council's advice. The under¬ 
standing that had been reached 
with Maj.-Gen. Wordsworth col¬ 
lapsed, and a new period of tur¬ 
moil began, leading to the Royal 
Commission inquiry in 1975. 

But the Referendum Ordinance, 
sought by Council in 1963 and agreed 
to by the Administrator, the Minister 
and the Governor-General of Aust¬ 
ralia, has stood the test of time and 
remains one of the few political 
rights held by the people of Norfolk. 

The Ordinance gives the people a 
right that Australian electors do not 
have; the power to initiate a refer¬ 
endum, by petition. 

They have used the power twice. 

On December 4, 1968, a referendum 
was held on possible changes to the 
Island's Immigration Ordinance. 
Fearing that Australia might change 
the Ordinance to allow any Austral¬ 
ian citizen to move to Norfolk, elec¬ 
tors petitioned to have the issue put 


to the people • The voters turned 
down the change by a large major¬ 
ity, and the Immigration Ordinance 
remained as it was. 

On November 8, 1972, a referen¬ 
dum was held on an Australian pro¬ 
posal to establish a High Security 
Animal Quarantine Station on Nor¬ 
folk. The majority of Council fa¬ 
voured the proposal, but electors 
again petitioned for a referendum, 
and at the poll they defeated the 
plan. 

The Australian Minister then re¬ 
sponsible for Norfolk affairs, Mr. Kep 
Enderby, made some efforts to pro¬ 
ceed with the Quarantine Station 
proposal despite its defeat at refer¬ 
endum. He suggested that a Com¬ 
monwealth committee should per¬ 
haps make up its own mind what 
the people of Norfolk wanted, ra¬ 
ther than accepting what the elec¬ 
tors had said at the secret ballot. 
Angry protest followed, and it was 
clear to Australia that the referen¬ 
dum result had to be allowed to 
stand. Australia later decided to 
put its Quarantine Station at Cocos 
Islands. 

The power of the Referendum Ord¬ 
inance lies in hundreds of years of 
historical and legal precedents in 
many countries, rather than in the 
wording of the Ordinance itself. 

The Ordinance lays down how 
referendum* are to be held. But 
it does not require anyone to honour 
the result of a referendum. It 
would be legally impossible for it 
to do so, because a Norfolk Island 
Ordinance could not req uire the 
Australian Government to do any¬ 
thing. Ordinances for die Island 
are "made" by Australia's Governor- 
General, when the Government 
"advises" him to do so. Any Nor¬ 
folk Ordinance can be changed, 
whenever the Australian Govern¬ 
ment wants it changed. 

Yet the right of the people to 
initiate a referendum has only one 
reason for existence. It allows 
them, on certain issues, to prevent 
or to overrule an unwanted decision 
by those normally in authority. 

There, are three types of referen¬ 
dums. In some countries no refer¬ 
endums are possible. In others, 
only one or two of the types are pos¬ 
sible. 

• A "compulsory" referendum is 
one that must get the people's con- 
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Here is one of the 
world’s great watches. 


A quartz watch featuring multiple functions 
including the stopwatch (down to 1/100 
sec.), timer and dual time in addition to 
the normal time display plus calendar dis¬ 
play. 

High accuracy of ±10sec. can be maintained 
per month thanks to a high-precision quartz 
crystal oscillator plus a temperature com¬ 
pensating circuit. 

An automatic calendar setting is possible 
for "year", 'month", "date" and "day" 

8fter they are once set correctly. The "yeer" 
is set in a cycle of 1970~1999 years. (The 
years advance one by one during 1970 
through 1999, and 1999 returns to 1970 
again.) 

Non-stop working of the watch is ensured 
about two years with just one unit of the 
small-size silver oxide power cell (5 sec. 
lamp lighting per day). 

The quick resetting device functions to re¬ 
cover the normal time display from any 
mode of the display correction through 
one-touch operation of the Light-button. 

The power cell life indicating device notifies 
the user the replacement time of the power 
celi through flashing of the colon on the 
time screen. 

G CITIZEN 

a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 



& CITIZEN QUARTZ 

MULTI-CHRONOGRAPH 


sent before certain laws are changed. 
Australia requires this type of refer¬ 
endum before the Australian Consti¬ 
tution cain be changed. Norfolk has 
no compulsory referendums. 

•A "consultative" referendum is 
one in which the government asks 
the people to express their view on 
some subject. The result of such 
a referendum, because it is initiat¬ 
ed by the government itself, is 
ordinarily not binding on the gov¬ 
ernment. Norfolk's Referendum 
Ordinance provides for "consultat¬ 
ive” referendums to be called if 
the Minister wants to know what 
the voters think. A consultative 
referendum can also be called if 
the Council and the Administrator 
both want one on any one of three 
subjects: Council's constitution, 
a public loan, or questions concern¬ 
ing liquor. 

•An "optional" referendum is one 
that the people have the option of 
calling, on certain subjects, by a 
petition of a certain number of elec¬ 
tors. The Norfolk Referendum Ord¬ 
inance gives the people the right to 
call a referendum in this way on 
any matter "with respect to which 
the Governor-General may make 
Ordinances." This limits the power 
to essentially local Norfolk matters. 

Wherever the right of calling an 
"optional" referendum has been 
given to the people of a country, 
it is implicit that the people's vote, 
at the referendum, will prevail. 

It would be pointless to provide 
such a power of referendum if the 
vote had no controlling force. 

Since the Nimmo Report in 1916, 
Council has repeatedly asked Aust¬ 
ralia to grant Norfolk's voters a 
referendum on the Island's future 
form of government. Australia has 
refused in every case, giving var¬ 
ious reasons from time to time. 

In 1971 the administering Depart¬ 
ment refused on the ground that a 
referendum would be "costly and 
time-consuming" and there was a 
need to go ahead with the Nimmo 
recommendations without delay. 

To later requests from Council, 

Mr. Ellicotrhas said that referen¬ 
dum results don’t necessarily re¬ 
veal what people really want - and 
has said that allowing a referendum 
on the form of government for Nor¬ 
folk would be recognising the right 
of the Island's people to self-deter¬ 
mination, which he said the Austra¬ 
lian Government will not recognise. 

He said die decision on the voting 
system was his to make. It seems 
possible that he may have tempor¬ 
arily forgotten the Referendum Ord¬ 
inance. 


Candidates 
for 9 seats 
in Assembly 


18 CANDIDATES for the election of 
the nine members of Norfolk's first 
Legislative Assembly were announced 
on July Uth in front of the Island's 
historic courtroom. 

The candidates, in the order drawn 
to appear on the ballot: 

j } RYVES, John 

□ AAFJES. Gerry 

□ SNELL. Lisle 

| ] BLUCHER, Bill 

j | NUNN, Bryan 
[ [ NOBBS, Ken 

□ BENNETT. Geoff 

□ WILLIAMS, Kevin 

| | HITCH. Gil 

; [ QUINTAL. Greg 

| [ HOWARD. Ed 

j [ BUFFETT, David 

□ ADAMS, Carol 

I McINTYRE. Duncan 
I [ CUSTANCE, Peter 
| | JACKSON. Gilbert 

□ MACKENZIE, Bruce 

| [ LENTHALL, Ned 
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THINK IT'S IMPORTANT THAT THE WORD BE USED, AND BROUGHT INTO THE OPEN. . , » 

A Candidate Proposes Independence 


INDEPENDENCE FOR Norfolk Island 
has for the first time been put for¬ 
ward as part of the campaign plat¬ 
form of a candidate for office on the 
Island. 

In a campaign statement issued 
July 7th, Ken Nobbs said "The time 
has come when we should start work¬ 
ing for independence." 

He is a leading businessman. Pres¬ 
ident of die Society of Descendants 
of die Pitcairn Settlers, and a for¬ 
mer member of Council. He had 
been a Magistrate for four years, 
but was informed that his appoint¬ 
ment was not being renewed by 
Minister R.J.ElH'cott - three days 
following his announcement of a 
"work for independence" cam¬ 
paign platform. 

"The word 'independence' has been 
mentioned from time to time over 
the years. It has been regarded as 
a crazy idea, " he said, in announc¬ 
ing his candidacy for die forthcom¬ 
ing Legislative Assembly. 

T want to make it quite clear that 
1 am not talking about a crazy idea, 
but a prudent and conservative idea, 
i am not talking about revolution 
but about conservation - conservation 
of the blessings we have now, " he 
said. 

'Independence, from this viewpoint, 
means Norfolk should and must re¬ 
main financially self-supporting. 

'If we become dependent on hand¬ 
outs from the Australian Treasury, 
we lose our ability and our right to 
make our own decisions." 

Acknowledging many advantages . 
in Norfolk's being linked to a large 
country such as Australia, he said 
"independence of the kind 1 intend 
to work for" meant being able to 
negotiate the terms of such an asso¬ 
ciation, and being able to termin¬ 
ate the relationship "if it becomes 
harmful to us." 

There is no economic or human 
reason, " he said, "why we should 
have to accept terms that are dic¬ 
tated to us without our consent. 

The relationship should be fair and 
advantageous to both sides -not just 
to one side." 

Ken Nobbs' position on Norfolk's 
being able to break off - or threat¬ 
en to break off - an association 
with Australia is similar to one re¬ 
ported by Pacific Islands Monthly 
magazine in its coverage of de¬ 
velopments in the U.S. Trust Terri¬ 
tory of the Pacific. Leaders in 
some Micronesian islands have em¬ 
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phasised the importance of what 
they call the "right of unilateral 
termination" in any continuing con¬ 
stitutional association with the 
United States. They argue that 
unless the islands have die ulti¬ 
mate right to separate completely 
rather than having to go along 
with some unacceptable U.S. pol¬ 
icy, the U. S. would always be 
able to enforce its will on any issue. 

Policies outlined in Ken Nobbs* 
statement included - 
•Budget: "Spending must be 
kept lower than revenues. " 

•Taxes: "No new tax should be 
imposed on the people until it has 
been explained and approved at 
referendum." 

•Assembly salaries: "I would be 


Q: You’re the first Norfolk candi¬ 
date - at least in modern times - to 
talk openly in support of indepen¬ 
dence for the Island. Do you think 
you will scare off some voters by 
using that word? 

Ken Nobbs: "I think I will. But 
I think it's important that the word 
be used, and brought into the open, 
at this time." 

Q: How many people do you think 
you'll scare off by talking about in¬ 
dependence? 

Ken Nobbs; "1 think that those 
who would be attracted to the propo¬ 
sition would be about a third of the 
electoral! e. 

"I think those who 

would be automatically 'scared off' 
would be not that many, in number. 
Some might say nothing. They 
might be ones who were worried 
about the thought of Australia with¬ 
drawing its currency, its foreign af- 
fairs facilities and the like. ” 

Q: You say that a 727/DC9 air¬ 
port upgrading would bring "a large 
flow of money into all sectors of the 
community”, and you say that is a 
danger. Don’t you think most people 
would welcome a flow of money? 

Ken Nobbs: "I don't think most 
people would welcome that scut of a 
flow of money. The figure of 
$10, 000, 000, which has been band¬ 
ied about as the cost for upgrading 
to 727 standard, is a very large sum 
of money. 

"The greater pro¬ 
portion of it would be used in wages. 


prepared to accept the current re¬ 
muneration paid to Councillors. 

The Assembly should not be paid to 
do the job that the public service 
is already doing." 

•Social welfare; "I oppose any 
effort to make die people of Nor¬ 
folk dependent on a level of social 
welfare benefits that we might not 
be able to afford without going beg¬ 
ging to Australia for financial aid." 

•Airport- "I oppose upgrading 
the airport to 727/DC9 standard." 

•Public service salaries: "They 
should be well paid - but by Nor¬ 
folk Island standards, not by Aust¬ 
ralian standards." 

•Timetable for independence: 
"When the people have expressed 
their wish for it, in a secret ballot." 


and of course there would be a lot 
of people here visiting and doing 
their pieces of expert weak. 

"I think it's a real 

danger that that sum of money would 
create an imbalance here. It would 
drive prices of land higher. It 
would create labour shortage. Where 
people are fairly happily engaged in 
their occupations now, they would 
leave their jobs ana go to a higher- 
paying position if it was offered." 

Q: That may be good, from the 
person's point of view. 

Ken Nobbs; "It will take away 
the friendly atmosphere that exists 
between employer and employee." 

Q: You say no new tax should be 
imposed unless it's approved at a 
referendum. Do you think that's a 
practical limitation to put on the 
Assembly? Wouldn't people always 
vote against a new-tax? 

Ken Nobbs: "I think it's a funda¬ 
mental part of democracy that they 
be allowed to vote on whether they 
want the imposition of tax. 

"If they afe to ac¬ 
cept the responsibility for govern¬ 
ing themselves, the imposition of 
a small tax may become necessary." 

Q: Don't you think governments 
have to force axes on people? 

Ken Nobbs: "At the moment we 
are taxed in a way that we don't 
feel very much. The revenue struc¬ 
ture is supported in part by duty on 
imported goods. 

"By and large I think 
people would be prepared to pay a 
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An Interview with Ken Nobbs 




THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel, 
y Perhaps they enjoy ^ good value as much as 
anyone else - foi-our rates are a fraction of 
111036 at Norfolk ’ s most costly accommodation 

twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian. 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 


tax provided that the money raised 
is used entirely on Norfolk Island." 

0: You've been active in the So¬ 
ciety of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers. Is your "work for indepen¬ 
dence" platform a reflection of what 
the Society wants? ?- 

Ken Nobbs: "No, it's a personal 
issue, and has not been put to die 
membership of the Society." 

Q: If you are elected, would you 
expect to continue also as head of 
the Society? 

Ken Nobbs: "No. 1 think the 
president of the Society of Descen¬ 
dants should be clear of the govern¬ 
ment. I think a member of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly could be a member 
of the Society, but I think it would 
be unwise for any of the Assembly- 
men to have an active office in the 
Society. It would then look as 
though it were a political party. H 

Qt If the Society is not a politi¬ 
cal party, what is it? 

Ken Nobbs: "It's a group of 
people engaged in maintaining the 
rights of the descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn settlers. '* 

0: You seem to feel that in the 
long run, independence is the only 
way for Norfolk to be preserved. 

Ken Nobbs: “That's how I see it. 

In view of the actions that have been 
taken by the Australian Government, 


we can't hope for them to be sympa¬ 
thetic and give us full self-govern¬ 
ment. 

“The measure of self- 
government that they have given us 
now will in time be reduced, in my 
opinion, so that we become no more 
and no less than a municipality of 
Canberra." 

Q: When would you envision the 
Island's actually becoming indepen¬ 
dent? 

Ken Nobbs; "I would like to see 
the Assembly pass a resolution say¬ 
ing that within twelve months of a 
specified date. Norfolk Island - die 
Legislative Assembly - would go to 


the United Nations Committee of 24 
on Decolonisation and request that 
an act of self-determination be con¬ 
ducted on Norfolk Island. 

"1 say 12 months because 
this would allow those members of 
the Legislative Assembly active in 
promoting this concept to do the 
necessary groundwork, which can¬ 
not be done overnight." 

Q: So you don't see independence 
as something that is off in the never- 
never, you see i« as something con¬ 
crete that ought to come at some 
reasonable time before too long? 

Ken Nobbs: "Certainly within 
five years. Sooner if possible." 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotei/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 


Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an Inexpensive 


dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 


















Hew Administrator Sep. 5 


NORFOLK'S NEXT Administrator, 

Mr. Peter Coleman, is expected 
to visit the Island with his wife, 
Verna, during die week of July 
15th. 

He will return to take up his ap¬ 
pointment here on September 5th. 

Mr. Coleman is 51. He has three 
university-age children who will 
continue their education in Sydney. 

In age, education and career 
background he will be a departure 
from the pattern set by recent Ad¬ 
ministrators, who have been ad¬ 
ministrative officers retired from 
Air Force or the Secret Service. 

Mr. Coleman bVcame available 
for the Norfolk appointment in the 
middle of a colourful career which 
so far has included the law, litera¬ 
ture, publishing and politics. 

Recently he was well-known on 
Sydney TV news shows, as leader 
of the Liberal Opposition in New 
South Wales. Nine months ago he 
was tripped up in the Labor Party's 
re-election victory in the State, 
and lost his Legislative Assembly 
seat in the electorate of Fuller. 

It is said that he had been offer¬ 
ed a career in Federal politics, 
and could probably have joined the 


House of Representatives by becom¬ 
ing the member for the safe Liberal 
seat of North Sydney. But accord¬ 
ing to reports he declined the 
chance. - before knowing that his 
Norfolk Administratorship was de¬ 
finite. 

He told the Sydney Morning Her¬ 
ald that Minister R. J. Ellicott had 
approached him about the Norfolk 
position. 

Mr. Coleman was for some time 
the editor of The Bulletin, Austral¬ 
ia's leading weekly hews and com¬ 
ment magazine, and of Quadrant, 
an intellectual quarterly magazine. 

Members of the Australian Labor 
Party leapt onto Mr. Coleman's 
appointment, and newspaper ac¬ 
counts on the mainland were thick 
with "indecent.. .jobs for the boys.. 
a blatant payoff for a failed and out- 
of-work Liberal politician." 

Mr. Barry Cohen, Labor's spokes¬ 
man for Home Affairs, emphasised 
the Administrator's tax-free salary 
($23,463 a year, plus $2700 in ex¬ 
penses), which he said was equal 
to a taxable salary of about 
$40, 000. He said Mr. Coleman 
would also be drawing a N. S. W. 
parliamentary pension, and would 


have free "accommodation at Gov¬ 
ernment House - where expenses 
are running at more than $100 a 
day”. 


NOW WE KNOW 
WHAT THEY WERE 

A NEW WORD, needed on Nor¬ 
folk, was' accidentally coin¬ 
ed in the Kingston press release 
announcing Mr. Peter Cole¬ 
man’s appointment as die next 
Administrator. 

Through a typing error, Mr. 
Ellicott was quoted as saying 
that Administrator D.V. O'¬ 
Leary had played an import¬ 
ant part in the "riieussions” - 
that had taken place with the 
Council on matters of major 
importance to Norfolk Island 
and its future. 

While it hasn't appeared in 
dictionaries yet, we welcome 
the arrival of: " Dlcusslpn, n., 
a meeting in which one side 
forcibly imposes its views or 
powers on the opposing side. 
Similar in appearance to a 
discussion, but held for differ¬ 
ent purposes. See percussion , 
concussion." 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES has 
doubled its fleet Of leased Beach 
Super King Airs to four planes, 
taking delivery of one on June 29th 
and the other on July 6th. 

Night charter work inside Aust¬ 
ralia had grown to a point where 
the two King Airs already In use 
couldn't handle it all and still main¬ 
tain smooth service on the airline's 
scheduled passenger runs linking 
Norfolk with Brisbane and with Lord 


Norfolk’s 4- 


Howe Island. 

The two additional planes will 
also allow NIA to move promptly 
Into a new passenger route to the 
Island, which has been applied for 
and is now awaiting final approval. 

The airline's existence saved 
Norfolk from what would have been 
a tourist fall-off in June. East-West 
Airlines brought 85 fewer Sydney 
visitors than in the previous June, 
but NIA brought 198 more people 


from Brisbane and Lord Howe than 
a year earlier. For the month, NIA 
carried 44^t of Australian visitors 
to the Island. 

June tourist figures also showed a 
continued strong increase in the 
number of visitors from New Zea¬ 
land, who totalled 739 people as 
compared with 603 in June 1978. 

PHOTO: NORFOLK ISL¬ 
AND AIRLINES’ FOUR 
KINGA1RS ON THE TAR¬ 
MAC AT CANBERRA. 

THE TWO NEW ONES . 
STILL HAD TO BE PAIN¬ 
TED IN N.I.A. LIVERY. 


Plane Airline 
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THE NAME "PROPORTIONAL VOTING" SOUNDS AS THOUGH IT OUGHT TO BE FAIR, DOESN'T IT? 
WAIT TILL YOU EXAMINE IT I THERE ARE 


SOME REAL SHOCKS IN NEW SYSTEM 


MOST NORFOLK VOTERS have no 
idea how their votes will be counted 
if "proportional representation" is 
used in the Legislative Assembly 
election - and could well be upset 
and angry when they find out. 

The system has been described 
as "scientific" by Minister R. J. El- 
licott and is praised In a pamphlet 
issued by the Proportional Representa¬ 
tion Society of N. S. W.. But no one 
favouring the system has explained 
to voters that it contains some aston¬ 
ishing oddities that completely 
change Norfolk Island's ideas of 
what an election is all about. 

Here are some of the amazing 
quirks that have not been mention¬ 
ed. 

•The traditional Norfolk system, 
in which you vote'for your "ideal 
team" of candidates, is out the wind¬ 
ow. In proportional voting you get 
one really important vote, for the 
person you mark "1" on your ballot. 
You will be required to rank 11 other 
candidates,, in order of your prefer¬ 
ence from "2" to "12" - but your 
votes for those other 11 may never 
even be counted . 

•The traditional Norfolk system 
measures which candidates are most 
widely regarded as acceptable repre¬ 
sentatives. Proportional voting 
measures something entirely differ¬ 
ent; it measures which candidates 
are the strong favourites of particu¬ 
lar jpoupToTvoters. In counting 
proportional votes, a candidate who 
was the second most favourite candi¬ 
date of the great majority of voters 
on Norfolk could be tossed out at the 
end of the first round of counting, 
and not get onto die Assembly at all. 

• Candidates who in the past would 

Yay, Norfolk! 
Let’s Go! 



SUVA - AUG. 27 - SEPT. 8. 1979 

2,000 COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


have been elected to Council with a 
wide margin, because they were wide¬ 
ly respected - but who are not strong 
enough to get many "1" votes - can 
be completely defeated because pro¬ 
portional counting quickly discards 
candidates who get only a few "1” 
votes, even though they have many 
"2"s, "3”s, ”4"s and other prefer¬ 
ences. 

• Unless your T candidate is 
either so popular that he is elected 
immediately, or so unpopular that 
he gets hardly any "1" votes from 
other voters, none of your lower - 
preference votes for other candidates 
will ever be looked~ai Your ballot 
will sit waiting until your "1" candi¬ 
date gathers enough votes to be elect¬ 
ed - and when he is, the rest of your 
voting, "2 ” through "12", will be 
set aside without being counted. 

• A candidate with a few strong 
supporters - encu gh to get only about 
80 "1" votes - will be elected im¬ 
mediately, even though the other 
800 Norfolk voters all thought that 
candidate was bad for the Island, 
and gave the candidate not even 

so much as one "12" vote. A can¬ 
didate who wins because of this 
method of vote-counting will have 
been elected t o represent a small 
clique - not to represent the Island as 
aswEble. 

•When the election results are an¬ 
nounced, the vote-count for all can¬ 
didates will not accurately tell how 
the electors really voted ; it will tell 
only what the counting system took 
into account. For the very top and 
bottom candidates, their number of 
"1" votes will be correctly announ¬ 
ced. But for candidates in the mid¬ 
dle, the number of votes announced 
will more than the number of "1" 
votes they actually received. Cand¬ 
idates in the middle will seem to 
have done better - and be closer to 
one another - than they would be 
if all votes of all electors had been 
counted. The bottom candidates 
will look worse than they should. 

•if the proportional counting sys¬ 
tem works as Mr. Ellicott says be 
hopes it will, and elects a Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly made up of members 
with strongly conflicting Views about 
what is best for Norfolk's future, pol¬ 
itic^ parties will almost certainly 
be formed Immediately after the 
election. 

There are two clear groups of 


thought about the Island's future: 
a large majority who feel Norfolk 
should continue to be separate, dis¬ 
tinct and different from Australia, 
and a minority of about 10£-15*jt who 
feel Norfolk should be merged into 
Australia's systems of laws, social 
services, government regulations 
and taxes. 

If Mr. Ellicbtt’s proportional 
counting system works as he has said 
it is designed to, there could be two 
or three Assembly members who are 
committed to a goal of integrating 
Norfolk into Australia - and six or 
seven committed to preserving Nor¬ 
folk's distinctness and self-reliance. 

The result would be two politi¬ 
cal parties - regardless of whether 
they were called parties or not. 

The Commonwealth would in¬ 
evitably become actively involved 
in Norfolk politics if such a two- 
party system emerges. It would 
be in Australia's interest to nour¬ 
ish and support the pro-Australian- 
integration party, and to prevent 
the Norfolk-separate-and-distinct 
party from gaining its objectives. 

If Mr. Ellicott insists that his ; • 
proportional counting system be 
followed, regardless of the fact 
that a referendum is to be held on 
the issue, Norfolk voters will have 
lost something they value - the 
chance to go into a voting booth 
and tick nine votes, all equal, for 
the slate of candidates they think 
would make a balanced, reasonably 
harmonious Assembly. If they think 
the proportional representation sys¬ 
tem allows them to vote for a slate 
of candidates they are being deluded 
and perhaps even hoaxed. 

If they are required to use the new 
system, most voters will do their 
best to rank 12 candidates in order of 
preference. It will take-each care¬ 
ful voter a lot of thought - and for 
many voters the ranking process will 
be very close to useless. 

Most will not know that their 
T vote is the one that really 
counts, or realise that their other 
11 votes may never even be looked 
at, 

Those who understand the system,^ 
if they are forced to'iise ii, will put" 
most of their thought into picking , 
one candidate who needs their "1" 
vote, and thinking of him or her as 
"their member” in the Assembly. 
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200-1111.-Zone Licenses Could Take Food from 
Norfolk TSbIes, Says Fishermen's Association 


THE MEN WHO catch the fish for 
Norfolk's tables are asking that the 
Island have exclusive fishing rights 
within 50km of the Island. 

They fear that Australia's claim¬ 
ing of Norfolk's 200-mile ocean 
zone could lead to foreign vessels 
being licensed and cutting into one 
of Norfolk's most important sources 
of food. 

The only association concerned 
with fishing on Norfolk is the Fisher¬ 
man's Club, which has started pre¬ 
paring its case and gathering facts 
on sightings of offshore fishing ships 
and the trend of ideal catches over 
recent year. 

While the association is called a 
"club", its most serious members 
run the small local fishing boats 
that provide all of Norfolk's fresh 
fish for hotels, restaurants, shops 
and homes. 

There are about 40 such boats. 

Not all are used for commercial 
fishing, but all contribute to the 
supply of fish enjoyed by residents 
and visitors. 

Local fish such as trumpeter, gro¬ 
per, trevally, klngflsh and snapper 


have been k staple part of the Isl¬ 
and's diet ever since the Pitcairners 
arrived in 1856, and are a featured 
part of menus in all of the eating* 
houses and dining rooms that serve 
Norfolk's 20, 000 visitors a year. 

Trumpeter is die most important 
catch. It is a bottom-feeding fish, 
and experienced fishermen on the 
Island say that even a small amount 
of bottom-trawling by big vessels 
licensed to operate near Norfolk 
could create a serious shortage of 
trumpeter for the Island. 

Preliminary records of local cat¬ 
ches over the years shows that the 
availability of fish has been de - 
dining. _ 

TOO MUCH? 

♦4000 SUGGESTED 
FOR BACK-BENCHERS 

A SALARY OF $4. 000 a year has 
been recommended by Australia's 
Remuneration Tribunal as the ba¬ 
sic pay for members of Norfolk's 
forthcoming Legislative Assembly. 

The Tribunal is expected to 


recommend that additional amounts 
be paid to the Assembly's president, 
vice-president and other executive 
members or "ministers". 

The Department of Home Affairs 
has said that Minister R.J. Elllcott 
had "accepted" the recommenda¬ 
tion, but it appears that neither the 
recommendation nor Mr. Elllcott's 
acceptance of It is binding on the 
Assembly. 

After they are elected, the As¬ 
sembly members will need to con¬ 
sider the question and arrive at 
their own conclusions. Statements 
by Councillor Bryan Nunn and can¬ 
didate Ken Nobbs suggest that there 
may be controversy about the prop¬ 
er salary levels. 

Councillor Nunn has Indicated 
that non-executive members of the 
Assembly may not have a heavy 
enough workload to justify $4, 000 
a year. Ken Nobbs has said he 
would be content with the $500 a 
year now paid to Councillors if he 
is elected. 

There Is a deep-seated Island 
tradition that people who become 
elected representatives should do so 
as a matter of community service, 
rather than expecting their time to 
be paid for at something like nor¬ 
mal commercial rates. 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., TeL 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND: Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 



Telephone 2131 (Ken ot Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 





BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
puree, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here’s 
what they told us: 

• 

Norfolk Souvenirs: “If people can find 
our shop - It*s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice's: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230. “ 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
pe>ware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under | mainland price. ” 

m 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 

'• high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5. “ 


The Ttading Post; “We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


ABC + AJBC4ABC + A8C + ABC + ABC + ABC+ABC + ABC + A8C + ABC + ABC 

tA. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE I 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) “ 


'V'° 






6 ^' 


*cS'° 

<xO v 



abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc+abc 

{Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

[ ■ > ON hCA’V 8TH, 1978. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
1 NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE “CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY", COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 300. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 









RA PERB A CK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS- 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 




NORFOLK 

RADIO 


, TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00. 2. 30, 3. 00. 3.30, 8. 311 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 30. 00. 12.0.0, l.Ofi 


MONDAY 

§. Is All Gav4f Walters 
10.05 fti^rt True End 
10.46 Mining Serial 
; U. 00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
1 (Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Noel 

9.00 The Last Tycoon 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Eastern Windows, 
"Western Skies >•;/ 

10. 05 Film & show music 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape& Phone 
1.30" Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Trekking Time" 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8. 00 Family Hour 
0. 00 Maigret 

10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down memory lane 
,10.45 Morning serial 

11.15 Book reviews 

1.00 The Last Tycoon 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (on Council day) 

N, I. Council meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

7.00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

§.15 Green Dolphin country 
,10,05 Oasis of Shalimar * 

10.45 Morning serial 


ii. 30 Requests 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2,00 Radio Au$t. relay 

4.30 Naked Glum Show 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 1 

Jamboree 

7.00 (dn day after Council) 
Council re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dr. Findlay's Case¬ 

book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Jethro Tull Story 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. OfE. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 
10.00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Anst. & local news 

10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Goons 

12.00 Local news 
12.16 Swop Shop 
1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 
I.OtHycUM* 

8.1)0 Feaxwe 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.00 Country music 

9.45 light music from 
Holland 

SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. relay 
7. 00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers’ Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust., $1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

lj Hotel 


r 




me 


YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
•FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 



I ^jf^V^^SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
/ ' ' DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 






AGFA-GEVAERT 



"‘Norfolk Island 

SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WED 

IB July 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

16 

■ Kousie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

17 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

18 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

Film (MRT8pm) 

22 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

23 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

24 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

C’dant’s Din (G) 

25 

■ Museum open (M1 - 4.3 0 j 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

29 

■Church services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

30 

■'Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

31 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

1 August 

•Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

5 

■Church services 
■ Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

6 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

7 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

8 

■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

12 

■ Church services 
■Museum open (M 1-4.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

13 

■Housie (LC) - 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

14 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

15 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


THUR 

19 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


26 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


27 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■FUm (MRT8. 00) 


■ SDA service 

■ Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (KSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


9 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 

.■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


A NOTABLE DATE ON NORFOLK ISLAND 


4 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


11 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


July 25th, 1828 is an important date for Norfolk Island laws. On some matters the law 
here is established by Acts of the Australian Parliament. On some other matters, the 
law is laid down in local Norfolk Island Ordinances and regulations. But on all other 
matters, not covered by an Australian Act or a Norfolk Ordinance, the laws of England 
on July 25th, 1828, still apply here. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


ON NORFOLK 


CAMERALINES 


& 


AGFA-GEVAERT 





CHINON 35F-MA COMPACT 35MM 

- AUTO-WINDING 

- AUTO-FOCUSttKt 


STEREO SUPER-8 SOUND PROJECTOR 
BUILT-IN MONITORING EDITOR 


SUPER 8 SOUND MOVIE CAMERA 

- FAST LENS FOR INDOOR WORK 

- POWER ZOOM LENS 

- AUTOMATIC LAP DISSOLVES 


- ONE OF THE MOST SOPHISTICATED 
APERTURE-PRIORITY AUTOMATICS 


















SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,:, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The.Pitcairners hold over 
half of 4e Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia a*d New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work-. 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share In common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an Income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in the Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays fat 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefiti does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension” of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some wpplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data muled by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated vvith more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of bow 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of die 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milt ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a dme 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners* three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

NORFOLK ISLAND is one of the few 
remaining colonies in the South 
Pacific. The people of the Island 
are classified by Freedom House of 
New York as being only "partly free" 
because Australia will not permit 
democratic government on the Isl¬ 
and. 

The fact was plainly put to Nor¬ 
folk's elected Councillors by Aust¬ 
ralia's Minister for Home Affairs, 
lion. R.J. Ellicoti, in March. 1979. 
"You are under the complete bond¬ 
age of the Australian Parliament, " 
he told them. "You are not free. ” 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island’s form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate”, and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
rrio, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. he said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
: he right to make laws on Australia- 
v ide and international matters such 
as currency, banking, matrimonial 
matters, navigation, foreign affairs 
and so on. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U. N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by Heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli- 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk’s laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
said that a new form of government 
would be worked out in collaboration 
and consultation with the Council 
and the people. He then began 
some five months of secret discus¬ 
sions with the Council, at the end 
of which he introduced a new Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill into the Australian 
House of Representatives. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 


ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill’s most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 
included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

The Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers formally declared 
that if the new form of government 
was not based on the freely-given 
consent of the people, they would 
not consider it fully legitimate. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The Bill became law in May, 

1979, despite the Island's protests. 

No referendum on Its acceptabil¬ 
ity to the people was permitted. 

The United Nations Association 
of Australia, which had studied 
the Norfolk situation in detail and 
had severely criticised Australia 
for being in flagrant violation of 
U. N. covenants, said that the 
"self-government* provisions sup¬ 
posedly contained in the new law 
were "a charade”. 

What the great majority of 
Norfolk residents appear to want is 
government by consent, with the 
electors having the right to elect 
all individuals who have power to 
make local laws. Under the new 
Norfolk Island Act, a Norfolk Legis¬ 
lative Assembly will have the right 
to propose laws on almost any Nor¬ 
folk matter. Whether Australia 
will accept the Assembly's judg¬ 
ment of what is best for Norfolk, 
or whether Australia will use its 
power to impose laws for its own 
purposes, against the will of the 
people, remains to be seen. 

The Island’s new government 
does not grant any right a i demo¬ 
cracy to the people. The Austral¬ 
ian Parliament has not relinquished 
any of its ability to dictate, and. 
the people of Norfolk are still, in 
Mr. Ellicott’s words of March, 1979, 
under the complete bondage of the 
Parliament. 



A PERSONALITY SKETCH, DRAWN FROM THE NEWS'S FILE 


PETER COLEMAN: A NEW KIND OF MAN 


him pre-selection for a new State 
Legislative Assembly seat. Fuller. 
He was elected - and at about the 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems sure to be 
in for some surprising' changes as 
a result of the appointment of Mr. 
Peter Coleman as the new Adminis¬ 
trator starting September 5th. 

In his style, abilities and ideas, 
William Peter Coleman is different 
from anything Government House 
has seen before. 

Residents of the Island may find it 
difficult to form a clear impression 
of him, because the Administrator 
will no longer be chairman of the 
Norfolk Island Council. 

Past Administrators have made 
their greatest impact od the people 
of the Island through the broadcast 
monthly Council meetings. The 
personality and policies of an Ad¬ 
ministrator have become well- 
known through what he says over die 
air,, in live debate. 

But Peter Coleman may be heard 
on Norfolk radio only rarely. The 
new Legislative Assembly will elect 
its own president to chair its meet¬ 
ings, and the Administrator probably 
won't take any part in them. 

Peter Coleman was born in Mel¬ 
bourne in 1928. His parents separ¬ 
ated while he was still a boy. He 
grew up during the World War II 
years In Sydney, living with his fa¬ 
ther. 

His father was a passionate Labor 
man, and regarded himself as a re¬ 
bel. Peter Coleman wrote later, 
"After some years of the humilia¬ 
tion of casual work or no work and 
of neglect of his health from which 
he never really recovered, he was 
in the money again and it was to be 
spent, not saved... my father was 
what 1 would later learn to call 
right-wing Labor, and for him the 
conservative parties were always 
the parties of unemployment and 
depression." 

Peter Coleman went to Sydney 
University at age 17, flirted with 
communism, and gained a Bache¬ 
lor of Arts degree. Then he went 
to England, and was accepted at 
the London School of Economics, 
where he received•» Master of Sci¬ 
ence degree ia economics. 

At London he was strongly in¬ 
fluenced by the ideas of Prof. Mi¬ 
chael Oakeshott. "Oakeshott says 
a politician must have a feel for 
society," Peter Coleman says. 
"Reading a constitution is a sign of 
failure. People who have to live 
by the rule book are, in my view, 
bad politicians." 


While he was in England he met 
and married his wife, Vema. 

They spent a year living in the 
Sudan, where Mr. Coleman had ta¬ 
ken an appointment as a teacher in 
a boys* school. Then they went back 
to Australia, and he went back to 
university - studying anarchism in 
France in die 19th century. 

About that time he became inter¬ 
ested in the Australian Association 
for Cultural Freedom, which pub¬ 
lished the quarterly magazine 
"Quadrant". The Association and 
its magazine were intellectual, 
right-wing, antl-coramunist. Some 
years later it became apparent that 
financial support for them flowed 
from America's CIA, through an in¬ 
ternational organisation in Paris 
called the Confess for Cultural 
Freedom. 

Peter Coleman said he was un¬ 
aware of any significant CIA fund¬ 
ing - but acknowledged that he was 
"quite pro-CIA in some ways". 

In 1959 he joined the Packer pub¬ 
lishing group in Sydney as a journal¬ 
ist. He wrote a book, "Obscenity, 
Blasphemy and Sedition", which ar¬ 
gued against censorship - but in a 
second edition some years later, re¬ 
versed many of his views and argued 
that some restraints are wise. With¬ 
in five years he became editor of 
The Bulletin, Frank Packer's nation¬ 
al weekly magazine of current 
events and comm ent. He ran the 
magazine - subject always to Frank 
Packer's strong-arm rule - for three 
years. 



PETER COLEMAN 


While at The Bulletin he began 
reading for admission to die legal 
profession, and studied with barris¬ 
ter Neville Wran, now Premier of 
New South Wales. 

The N.S. W. Liberal Party liked 
Peter Coleman's looks and offered 


same time he was hired to be editor 
of "Quadrant" magazine. He re¬ 
signed as its editor seven years later 
in 1975, when he was appointed to 
full-time Ministerial duties in the 
State government. 

He wasn't in that position long, 
for Labor swept the Sure elections 
in less than a year, led by his farm¬ 
er associate, Neville Wran. 

In 1977, following fierce, behind- 
the-scenes political jockeying, he 
emerged as die new head of die 
Liberal Party in the State Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly, and Leader of the 
Opposition. 

Little over a year later, the 
1978 elecdons unhorsed him once 
again. In a massive swing to La¬ 
bor, the voters in his own elector¬ 
ate of Fuller dpped him out. In 
a long, analydcal article about it 
in die Sydney Morning Herald im¬ 
mediately after the elecdon, be 
said that something new had hap¬ 
pened in Australian polidcs. 

"The Liberal Party has pointed 
to the 'image unit' of the Prem¬ 
ier's Department, the score or so 
of public servants whose Job it is 
to polish the Premier's image dally, 
at a cost to die taxpayer of more 
than $1 million a year", be wrote. 

"But this unit could only oper¬ 
ate so effectively with a man of 
Mr. Wran's gifts for television. 

"Nothing can discount his per¬ 
sonal triumph. It is a triumph of 
a new kind, simply because it was 
exclusively based on what Labor 
called bis personality, image, ap¬ 
pearance, charm. 

"But the novelty of this elecdon 
was that the Labor Party had no 
policy, vision. program or party 
label. It bad only the media per¬ 
sonality. " 

Shortly after last October's de¬ 
feat, he accepted a six-month's 
appointment as visidng professor 
at the University of South Carolina, 
in the U. S. He lectured on Aust¬ 
ralian polidcs and studied Ameri¬ 
can polidcs, interviewing as many 
prominent U.S. political figures as 
he could. While they were there 
Mrs. Coleman worked on a bi¬ 
ography she is wridng of the Aust¬ 
ralian feminist and novelist. Miles 
Franklin. They returned only in 
June, and Peter Coleman was ap¬ 
proached about the Norfolk posl- 
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tion shortly after they got back. 

There is a saying on Norfolk 
that in time, living at Govern¬ 
ment House gets to any man - and 
he begins thinking of himself as 
one of the last remaining ornaments 
of the faded British colonial empire. 

It is not imaginable that Peter 
Coleman would enjoy that sort of 
role. What sort of an Administra¬ 
tor he will be, no one could pos¬ 
sibly guess at this point - but what¬ 
ever the Island is getting it won't 
be a Colonel Blimp. He is too 
young, tough, changeable, intel¬ 
lectual, aggressive, shy, educated 
and quick to take die title of Ad¬ 
ministrator of Norfolk Island that 
pompously. 

Why didn't he continue his pol¬ 
itical career, with a safe seat in 
the Australian House of Represent¬ 
atives offered to him? No one has 
said, but The News's guess is that 
he cares too much about his fam¬ 
ily and his private life to spend 
half his time off i&Canberra. 

Most politicians, he said in an 
article in last December's "Cur¬ 
rent Affairs Bulletin', "have dis¬ 
ciplined and moulded themselves 
to - or Internalised - the values of 
the party. They have, with ex¬ 
ceptions, become personifications 
of die consensus of the party." 

But he noted that sometimes part¬ 
ies make an exception and endorse 
"exceptional men" who add to the 
party's prestige and usually make a 
contribution to legislation. 

Such men, he says, often do not 
last tiie distance. 

"Once they have done what they 
believe to be their particular tasl4 
they are often repelled by the pros¬ 
pect of years of patient playing of 
factional Ins and outs, of ritual 
cheering of booing, of slow persua¬ 
sion of party or public opinion. 

"They tend to resume their form¬ 
er successful careers and the pleas¬ 
ures of a private life." 

Perhaps Peter Coleman sees him¬ 
self as that sort of "exceptional man", 
now wanting to return to a career as 
a political philosopher and author, 
and to enjoy the pleasures of a pri¬ 
vate life. Perhaps, if he considers 
that his ten years In politics has'been 
his real career so far, he may look 
toward some future political endorse¬ 
ment, when his unusual combination 
of experience.and abilities may be 
more productive in federkl govern¬ 
ment than they could be just now. 

But meanwhile, for three years 
or so, he seems certain to give Nor¬ 
folk a different kind of Administra¬ 
torship than the Island has seen so 
far. 
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NEW LIGHT ON PITCAIRNERS’ RIGHTS 


NEW EVIDENCE on the Pitcairners' 
historic rights to Norfolk Island was 
published and put on sale in Island 
shops last month. 

A revised edition of "the docu¬ 
ments" - a best-seller on Norfolk 
for the past year, but out-of-print 
since April - presents for the first 
time an explanation of how gen¬ 
erations of authorities in Australia 
could have misunderstood the agree¬ 
ment made between the Pitcairners 
and the British Government in 1856. 

The publication, titled "The Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers Rights to Norfolk 
Island", has only 16 pages. It re¬ 
produces ten historic documents 
from government archives in Eng¬ 
land and in New South Wales, and 
includes extensive commentary on 
their significance. 

"The authorities have always re¬ 
lied on a series of documents which 
were presented to both houses of the 
British Parliament in February, 1851 
and June, 1857," says the newly- 
revised edition of the publication. 

It says three serious anomalies 
have been discovered in these Parl¬ 
iamentary papers. 

The anomalies strongly suggest 
that official Mstorlans and adminis¬ 
tering authorities may have been 
inis-led over the years," it says. 

The three anomalies are - 

♦ The Rules and Regulations for 
the Governor of Norfolk Island were 
for some reason not included. 

They had been appended to the 
Order 4n-Council of June 24th, 1856. . 
They changed the apparent author¬ 
ity of the Governor quite radically. 
The Order-in-Council seemed to 
give the Governor full power to 
make laws and control Norfolk’s 
land without any reference to the 


people. But in the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations, the Queen bound the Gov¬ 
ernor to. use those powers only in 
keeping with the Pitcairners’ estab¬ 
lished "laws and usages". They 
made the Governor little more 
(to use Denison's own words) than 
"somebody to whom they might 
make their wants known, and 
through whom they may correspond 
with Her Majesty's Government". 
The omission of the Rules and Regu¬ 
lations makes the Parliamentary 
papers, on their own, seriously mis¬ 
leading. 

♦ A document of great import ¬ 
ance was printed out of sequence 
and out of context, thus altering 
its apparent meaning. This was a 
despatch of July 9th, 1856 from 
England's Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to Governor Denison. 

It expressed the Government's full 
approval for Denison's plan to give 
all of the Norfolk's land to the Pit¬ 
cairners. But it does not appear in 
sequence with Denison's plan, in 
the Parliamentary papers of f eb- 
ruary 5, 1857. It appeared months 
later in the papers given to Parlia¬ 
ment in June, among a miscellany 
of other documents. Thus mis- 
positioned, it appears to be little 
more than a commendation of Deni¬ 
son, and permission for him to pay 
a visit to Norfolk Island. 

♦The third anomaly concerns a 
supposed alteration to Denison’s 
original offer to the Pitcairners. 

In die Parliamentary papers the al¬ 
teration seems to have been made 
before the bargain was agreed to. 
Actually it was not even thought of 
until after the Pitcairners had already 
accepted the original offer. 


The publication says "To the extent 
that the authorities have been ted, 
astray by the incomplete and rais- 
sequenced Parliamentary papers of 
1857, they appear to have unwitting¬ 
ly, sometimes forcibly, deprived 
generations of Pitcairners from the 
just benefits of a bargain reached 
between their ancestors and the 
British Government. 

The legal significance of such 
an old wrong, perpetuated for over a 
century and repeatedly re-asserted, 
could be determined only by an ap¬ 
propriate court. It seems improb¬ 
able that such a determination will 
ever be made. The Australian Gov¬ 
ernment is naturally loath to inquire 
into a possible wrongful seizure of 
lands by its predecessors. The Pit¬ 
cairn descendants have neither the 
funds nor the appednt for complex 
and costly suits at law. If a court 
were to review the matter, it could 
well find that all of Norfolk's 
"Crown" lands - Including such his¬ 
toric buildings as the "Minister's 
Office" at No. 11 Quality Row, the 
Administration building, and even 
Government House - rightfully be¬ 
long to the Pitcairners, and have 
wrongfully been claimed by New 
South Wales and Australian Govern¬ 
ments. 

The human significance of the 
story is clearer; The historic docu¬ 
ments presented here seem to make 
it obvious that a small group of 
peaceable people has been disdain¬ 
ed and put down, again and again 
for some five generations, for per¬ 
severing in a belief handed down 
from their ancestors - a belief ,»ru 
which has apparently been entirely 
correct all along." 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


"£?BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 


"A SMALL TOWN IN TEXAS" - Western ... "INTERNATIONAL VELVET" - 
Sequel to the old favourite... "SHEBA BABY" - Detective... “WHO IS 
KILLING THE GREAT CHEFS OF EUROPE?"... "WAGES OF FEAR"-Drama 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SHIV ICE, spares in stock 
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ANGER, RESENTMENT AS MR. ELL1COTT REPLACES NORFOLK’S METHOD OF VOTING 


Council slams Minister^ ‘Colonialism’ in changing voting system . 


June 22 Council: 

Cr. Blucher: "... I don't really know 
how to start this. After receiving 
this memorandum of the Minister's 
message to Chairman of Council, 
it made me wonder really what 
intentions the Australian Govern¬ 
ment has for Norfolk Island. 

Does it have in mind that Nor¬ 
folk Island commences a new fu¬ 
ture with a form of consensus of 
government, or does it have in mind 
that bureaucrats and the Australian 
Government will continue to 'keep 
the thumb' on this Island without 
endeavouring to take into full ac¬ 
count the wishes of the elected 
representatives of the people? 

'1 wonder if this is going to be 
the form which the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Government is going to take 
in the future. 

“1 personally have no objection 
to an idea of a change, but I do 
very strongly object to the prin¬ 
ciple of the enforcement of die 
change in this voting system with¬ 
out consent, without the people 
having the benefit of expressing 
their wishes. 

"The form of consensus, as I see 
it Mr. Chairman, and which the 
Minister has been talking about for 
some time now, seems to me to be 
'going down the drain' a little. 

1 very strongly object to the 
method of introduction of a change 
in the voting system. 

'1 believe it could easily have 
been introduced at any time in the 
past for Council and the people to 
have looked at and then come for¬ 
ward at the appropriate time and 
agree, or disagree, or have a bet¬ 
ter understanding and a better con¬ 
sultation - a more lengthy consulta¬ 
tion - with die people, with the 
Minister, with the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment, on this issue. 

"As I see it. this attitude is not 
one that goodwill can be built on 
in the future. The attitude of 'push¬ 
ing it down our throats' whether we 
like it or not is not the basis to 
build future relationships on, and I 
see it as a bad omen for govern¬ 
ment by consensus in the future for 
Norfolk Island. 

1 say again, its the Government 
or die bureaucrats making one last- 
minute reminder of the bondage 
under which Norfolk Island's people 
are sdll being kept... ” 


Cr. McIntyre: "... the issue here 
today is not proportional representa¬ 
tion, nor the merits of it, nor the 
merits of the present system. 

'The issue today is the source of 
our laws for an election. 

“The proposal that the Minister 
has is to introduce proportional repre¬ 
sentation because at this moment it 
seems to him to be a good idea. 

In this, as far as I can see, he is 
alone. The Council has not support¬ 
ed him; there is no popular movement 
towards proportion representation. It's 
an idea of his that he is wishing to im¬ 
pose on the people of Norfolk Island. 

The result of a change in the vo¬ 
ting system, it may be confidently 
stated, will alrer the composition of 
the Assembly that results. Conse¬ 
quently it is not a trivial matter - - 
it really does go to the nature of 
the future Legislative Assembly and 
those who will be on it. 

It seems to me that, under any 
fair and proper view of a democrat¬ 
ic process, it ought not to be for 
one man - who is not responsible 
to the people of Norfolk Island - to 
tell them how they should vote, 
how they should conduct a matter 
which is basically of concern to 
them. It's a matter for the elec¬ 
tors, it's a matter within the power 
of the electors, it's a matter within 
Norfolk Island. It affects the lives 
of people here, yet doesn't make 
a scrap of difference to the way 
people on the mainland conduct 
their affairs. It is essentially a 
domestic matter and yet it's funda¬ 
mental and constitutional in its 
nature. It comes within all the 
traditional criteria for the public 
process before any change proceeds. 

T believe that the Minister’s 
own previous words on 'consensus' 
should be forcibly put to him... 

Tt seems to me that the Minis¬ 
ter’s action raises a fist over the 
whole system and is now quite 
capable of dealing a very basic 
blow to that system... 

"Accordingly, it seems to me 
that if the Minister is unwilling to 
reconsider his position - in the light 
of the proceedings here today - 
it's essential that voting for the As¬ 
sembly be deferred until a referen¬ 
dum of the people has determined 
under which voting system we are 
to .proceed. 

T can't see for the life of me how 
it is a matter for the Minister to say 


how it's going to happen. It's a 
matter internal to Norfolk Island 
and it's for the people to say. 

T therefore commend the motion. 

Cr. Bennett: .. .1 support and 
echo the sentiments of Cr. McIn¬ 
tyre. 

■Mr. Chairman, it's with a great 
deal of disappointment that I join 
in the debate on the issue at hand, 
i.e. the introduction of a further 
constitutional change for Norfolk 
Island against the wishes of the 
elected representatives of this Isl¬ 
and. and in complete and utter, 
disregard for the electors. 

Time and time again, the Min¬ 
ister has expressed to Council hi'S 
confidence that consensus-type 
government will work, and that his 
Government is keen to make it work. 

On the 9th October last at Rawson 
Hall, the Minister addressed a ga¬ 
thering saying, amongst other things, 
that in the past this Island's govern¬ 
ment has worked by a form of con¬ 
sensus and he goes on to say ' We 
are trying to work It out so that this 
will be the system in the future'. 

"Again, in the second reading 
speech on the Norfolk Island Bill 
1978/79 in the Australian Parlia¬ 
ment, the Minister said: 'The suc¬ 
cess of the arrangement now proposed 
in the Norfolk Island Bill will depend 
greatly on the maintenance of close 
co-operation between the Common¬ 
wealth Government and the Norfolk 
Island Legislative Assembly. On 
many important matters, the only 
workable method of proceeding is 
by way of consensus. *' 

’’There has been much sceptical 
speculation in the community 
about this government by consensus. 
However, wherever possible. Coun¬ 
cillors have attempted to reassure 
the electors that government by con¬ 
sensus might be possible. 

"Alas, we appear to have been 
misled and in turn have misled many 
of the electors by lulling them into 
a false sense of security. 

"By the Minister’s proposed action, 
we have just learnt what the Aust¬ 
ralian Government really means by 
'government by consensus’. It ob¬ 
viously means doing as you’re told, 
or doing what the Commonwealth 
says, which, in effect, perpetuates 
the autocratic, patronising voice 
of colonialism from which this Island 
has been struggling to stay clear of 
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for many a long year. 

'In the course of a debate on the 
P.R. system, Council should have 
woken to this fact as the Minister 
eluded to the Australian Govern¬ 
ment's colonialist attitude when he 
said, 'The virtues of the two sys¬ 
tems (that is of voting) were very 
mueh a matter of judgement. What 
is important is whether those pro¬ 
posing it believe it is fair'. 

'This statement, Mr. Chairman, 
is the very definition of colonialism. 
If this is really what is meant by gov¬ 
ernment by consensus, then the Nor¬ 
folk Island is a sham and the only 
sensible action is 'to stop the burf 
and get out before it's too late.... 

"What a mockery this proposed 
action makes of democracy! The 
universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which is supported by the 
Australian Government, states that 
the will of the people shall be the 
basis of the authority of govern¬ 
ment. 

“A new form of government was 
needed for the Island and die Aust¬ 
ralian Government has introduced 
a particular form in the Norfolk 
Island Bill. It is plainly desirable 
that the new form of government 
for the Island should have its author¬ 
ity correctly based. It is possible 
to achieve this only if the will of 
the people of the Island is reliably 
determined, and that is by referen¬ 
dum. 

The time, of course, has now 
passed for a referendum to be held 
prior to the forthcoming elections, 
and thus the most responsible and 
democratic action would be to hold 
the elections under the present sys¬ 
tem concurrently with a referendum 
to decide the electors' wishes on 
the desired form of voting for future 
elections. 

'Come on Australia! Be wise 
enough to allow democracy and the 
will of the people to prevail. 

'1 wholeheartedly support the 
motion, Mr. Chairman." 

Cr. MacKenzie: ". T support the 
motion. I am thoroughly disappoint¬ 
ed and disgusted that the Minister 
has decided to introduce proportion¬ 
al representation against the advice 
of Jhis Council. 

This issue, to me, is deeper 
than the kind of voting system there 
should be. 

"All through our negotiations with 
the Minister, he asked us to rely on 
the principle of government by con¬ 
sensus in areas where we thought the 
Commonwealth was retaining too 
much power. 

• "Not long ago in this Council, I 


expressed views about whether a con¬ 
sensus arrangement would work, and 
I gave examples of failure In past 
years. 

Tm very sorry to learn that the 
Minister sees consensus as being only 
what he wants. 'Persuade the Coun¬ 
cil if you can. but, if you can't, 
do it my way!',.. 11 

Cr. Quintal: "I agree wholehearted¬ 
ly with the motion moved by Cr. Mc¬ 
Intyre and the views expressed by 
other Councillors. 

'It has come as a shock to most of 
us Councillors, if not all. 

T feel we have been badly treat¬ 
ed by the Minister, as he was the 
one who has always preached the 
word 'consensus'. 

"He has always talked about co¬ 
operation with the Council. 

It seems to me he wants us to 
agree with anything he puts forward. 
This seems to be one-sided and is 
not consensus at all. 

■One thing seems certain to me 
and that is that he would like to see 
new faces on the Council. 1 can't 
see the reason for him wanting to 
see new faces, and 1 feel that we 
should have the privilege - or the 
people should have die privilege - 
of deciding what form they wish the 
voting to take place. 

"Whether die new system will 
achieve ithat the Minister seems to 
want to have I do not know. 

In the past, we have had many 
Ministers over Norfolk Island. We 
have had to put up with quite a lot 
from some of them, and if the Min¬ 
ister does not allow us to have a 
referendum on this most vital mat¬ 
ter, he will go down in my estima¬ 
tion forever... “ 

Cr. Nunn: 

‘1, for one, think as Cr. Blucher 
said that it's a shocking omen for 
the way the Assembly is going to 
be treated in the future, and a 
chocking omen for the possibil¬ 
ity of real consensus. 

'Consensus doesn't mean the 
Minister giving away, or us giving 
away; it means looking at what is 
the will of the people. If it is a 
matter of judgement, then I say 
let's have a referendum and let 
the people judge and not one man. " 


Cr. Buffett: "... I regret that I 
am not in accord with all the other 
Councillors. 

T really don't agree that the 
main question is the principle that 
has been expounded principally 
by Cr. McIntyre. I really think 


by taking that view that we're 
getting away from the main ques¬ 
tion, which is the method of vo¬ 
ting in Norfolk Island.. 

"Now if the sysaent tc fair, ihra 
all for it, Mr. Chairman. I don't 
think we should have our views col¬ 
oured by having people say that the 
present system is simple and it’s 
known to us. If the proposed system 
is fair, and taking into account that 
the Island is developing in new re¬ 
sponsibility and it may well need 
some adjustment in the electoral 
process to ensure that the commun¬ 
ity is well represented in the new 
arrangement, and that the system is 
fair and will provide for that, then 
I am not opposed to it. 

let me also say that I am not 
really opposed to a referendum - 
I’m not trying to give that impres¬ 
sion. I am quite willing, if the 
community wishes to have a refer¬ 
endum, to do so, but I don't think 
it should delay a decision at this 
time..." 

July 4 Council, after 
the law was made: 

Cr. Blucher: "Now that this Ordinance 
has been made law, it is now law and 
that is probably the finish of that for 
the time being. 

However, Mr. Chairman, I think 
it only fair for me in particular to 
say something about that - about the 
way in which a provision within that 
law and that is the proportional repre¬ 
sentation provision has been imple¬ 
mented and the manner in which it 
has been implemented. 

1 know we spoke at length at the 
previous Council meeting, but 1 want 
to specifically and clearly say that 
I wholeheartedly support the call for 
a referendum that this Council 
placed forward on the issue of a 
change in the system of voting for 
the elections, when it made die 
resolution at the previous Council 
meeting... 

"I'd just like to try and twist the 
situation if I could, or change the 
circumstances around a bit. ... 
see what the reaction would be and 
just let the Minister and his Depart¬ 
ment be in our shoes and the people 
of Norfolk Island, whom he didn't 
elect, say 'We understand you, we 
want to do all that is best for you, 
but you will do it our way, whe¬ 
ther you like it or not. There is 
no consensus or concurrence al¬ 
lowed in this issue, Mr. Ellicott. 

It shallVbe done our way*. 

1 wonder how he would take 
that kind of dictatorship?...” 
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Norfolk 


ISLANDER Mera Martin and her 
husband Hamish live "Up in A-Stlck" 
Past Poverty Row, .aad Just'after 
the tar seal ends, you come to 
their charming home on the left. 
Surrounded by tropical shrubs and 
tucked back behind a Hawaiian 
style lanai is the home and farm 
they sometimes share with up to 
twenty-five guests. 

"Hamish and 1 have crept into 
this, ” says Mera. "We took a few 
guests two or three years ago, just 
to see if we liked it. We thou$it 
we would but afterwards we had a 
couple or three weeks to talk about 
it. That's the way to do things on 
Norfolk. 

If we had come here and sudden¬ 
ly opened up with unlimited capi¬ 
tal we would have made so many 
mistakes. H 

Mera, born and raised on Norfolk, 
married New Zealander Hamish 
when she was 16$ years old. Her 
husband-to-be had to write a letter 
to Mera's mother, according to law 
then, requesting permission to marry 
her. Hamish, 24, was here on the 
first leg of a 'round the world work¬ 
ing holiday with one of his friends 
but never got any farther than Nor¬ 
folk. He beachcombed here for 
two years and then went *> work 
at "Oceanside", which is now the 
Paradise Hotel. "1 had a half¬ 
share in the old picture theatre - - 
the old Rawson Hall -- as well as 
working at "Oceanside", recalls 
Hamish. "And I may be wrong, 
but I think I started the first milk 
shakes on the Island. There was 
a proper little shop which sold can¬ 
dies. 

■Everyone went to the movies in 
those days and Islanders may re¬ 
member the little bloke who ran the 
projector. His name was Gordon 
Lloyd. He was the camera man - 
ex-Movietone News. 

Teople went to die pictures on 
horses, in buggies and many on the 
back of Mera's brother's truck - 
singing all the way." 

When Mera was asked what she 
especially loved about her child¬ 
hood on Norfolk, Hamish interrupt¬ 
ed and said, "ME! “ But she con¬ 
tinued, "I liked being known, for 
one thing. The nicest thing about 
being brought up here is die feeling 
that if anything was wrong or you 



were worried about anything, there 
was always someone who knew you 
and who could take you home. 

Whereas to ask a policeman in a 
city, that was awful. 

‘Here on Norfolk you tend to look 
at people's faces. When I went to 
Auckland, I felt stupid doing it. 

You ignore people there and just 
look in the shop windows." 

Mera was the youngest of nine 
children. Five of her brothers and 
sisters live on Norfolk too: Pam 
Hattersley, Esme Tavener and Daiyell, 
Frankie and Sid Christian. As child¬ 
ren, they lived down at die bottom 
of Mill Road. They didn't need to 
go outside to get anyone to play 



with them as they entertained them¬ 
selves. 

1 grew up here during the War. 

I remember all the soldiers popping 
up out of the bush --on route mar¬ 
ches. We hadn't had any traffic be¬ 
fore and we had to learn about look¬ 
ing out for Army vehicles. 

“I can only just remember the 
Avenue of Pines. I was a bit young 
to be "involved in all the contro¬ 
versy about it." 

Hamish and Mera stayed in New 
Zealand to live after their wedding 
in 1950. Their three children were 
born there. 

Mera studied child psychology, 
was a playcentre supervisor in Auck¬ 
land for five years and later studied 
accountancy at Auckland Techni¬ 
cal Institute. Life on Norfolk now 
is a far cry from the financial world 
she was involved in. Hamish was 
with one of the big three wholesale 
drug companies. 

Five years ago at Christmas time 


LIVING 


the Martins all came to Norfolk for 
the holidays. With them came Meg 
and Howard Pitcher and their four 
children, plus another family - all 
close friends. There were E young¬ 
sters (8 teenagers) and six parents. 
They stayed for 20 days, and, says 
Hamish, "We had a wow of a time!" 

"We just couldn't settle down af¬ 
terwards, " said Mera. 

Their daughter Jenny stayed on 
the Island after the big Christmas 
visit. She started looking for a 
small piece of property for herself 
and writing back to her parents „ 
about each one. Soon she suggest¬ 
ed her parents buy a larger property 
and cut out a little bit for her. She 
wrote about a property across from 
the Martins' present home and men¬ 
tioned that there was a lovely proper¬ 
ty across the road with a nice large 
home, a flat underneath and a i 
breathtaking view of Mt. Pitt and 
Mt. Bates - but didn't think they'd 
be interested. 

■When we got her letter we surf¬ 
ed thinking about it and imagining 
living on Norfolk. Hamish had al¬ 
ways wanted to retire here, " said 
Mera. 

It made us sort out our priorities - 
what our aims in life were, " Ham¬ 
ish addsi "I4»d had the same job, 
in the same building, lived in the 
same house with the same wife for 
24 years - there'd been no upheav¬ 
al in my life. There are not many 
people you can say that about. 

There wasn't one day, Monday to 
Friday, where I didn't wake up and 
think, here we go again - another 
day in that eeacrete jungle, 
and a day closer to being put in the 
box. I was a director and manager 
of the warehouse of the company - 
very, very busy." 

So they bought the property with 
the large home, the flat underneath 
and the specucular view of Mt. Pitt 
and Mt. Bates. 

They have had to make very few 
alterations to it except for adding a 
new guest bedroom. They built it 
in E days, just in time for a guest 
to sleep in it. 

Depending on the composition of 
their guests' families, the Martins’ 
place (it's called ’Highlands") can 
hold about 25 guests. One couple 
has visited three times in the last 
four months. 
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T>ut of 12 here the other day, 8 
are returns," said Hamish. "I think 
one of the things that people like is 
uie complete lack of anything com¬ 
mercial, Often when they leave us 
they say ’Thank you for sharing your 
home and yourselves. * We ay to 
keep it homely. As though someone 
is just walking into an Island home. 
People like to see a family, relat¬ 
ives coming in - we take guests to 
family gatherings if they want to 
g°- 

"Sometimes people get off the 
plane at half past two and a couple 
of hours later are slap-bang in the 
middle of an island happening with 
Norfolk Island lingo being spoken 
all around them. ” 

Mera says that so far, since they 
came back to live, not one of their 
children has been away from Norfolk 
for one of their holidays. Their 
three children are Jenny Donaldson 
(married to Graham) with twins 
Jamie - and Anna, now living on 
Norfolk, and sons Brett and Howard, 
who are studying in New Zealand. 

The Martins’ latest accommoda¬ 
tion, called "The Banana House", 
began as a project of son Brett's. 

He loves working with wood and de¬ 
cided to build a huge A -frame to 
let bananas ripen in. It turned out 
to be just too grand for bananas, and 
has since grown into* a very ele¬ 
gant houset in the woods, where a 
couple or farftily can have breakfast 
brought down to them in bed from 
the main house until mid-day. It’s 
beautifully finished in Norfolk Pine 
and is really quite! luxurious. 

"I have been one to say to others 
on the Island, 'why don't you start 
a guest house?"' says Mera. "I am 
not in favour of a big hotel. We 
can't hope to compete with Surfers 
or Waikiki. We have something 
different here, and I think that is 
what will always get people off the 
beaten oack to come here. ” 


wanted 


WOULD LIKE TO BUY SOME 
COUNTERWEIGHTS TO SUIT 
"DAVIES" MODEL D PUMP 
ON A BORE. IF YOU HAVE 
ANY EXTRA PLEASE SEE 
JOHN PEARSON AT ELEC¬ 
TRONIC IMPORTS SHOP OR 
RING 2348 EVENINGS. 



WITH WINTER APPROACHING 1 
thought this Tuna Pot Pie would 
warm the cockles of your heart... 

TUNA POT PIE 

Saute 5 snips bacon until crisp 
and drain on paper toweling. 

Remove all but 4 tablespoons fat 
from skillet and blend in 8 table¬ 
spoons fat from skillet and blend 
in 8 tablespoons plain flour. Grad¬ 
ually add 4 cups milk, stirring un¬ 
til smooth. Season with 1 table¬ 
spoon dried parsley or 2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh parsley, 1 teaspoon 
salt, i teaspoon pepper and 1/8 teas¬ 
poon rosemary. Cook until thick¬ 
ened, stirring frequently. Drain 3 



WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS- 


SOME DAY, perhaps, someone will 
write the stories of the families who 
pioneered Ausaalia’s wine indusay 
and whose descendants are still very 
much in evidence. Some might be 
slender volumes but others will merit 
a saga and one such would be Sep-: 
pelt. 

Joseph Seppelt was head of a fam¬ 
ily business in Silesia which special¬ 
ised in tobacco and snuff but also 
dabbled'**, liqueurs. As Silesia was 
not at the time (1849) a very happy 
place he decided to migrate to South 
Ausualia with his family, his em¬ 
ployees and thirteen neighbouring 
families whom he sought to put to 
work growing and processing tobac- 

After a couple of unsuccessful at¬ 
tempts to produce that crop he turn¬ 
ed to grain and. as a sideline, some 
grapes. Soon he was encouraging 
his neighbours to do likewise. His 
first winery was a former cow shed 
but the wines were good and the 
business soon expanded until today 
"Seppeltsfield" is headquarters of 
a very large concern and a show- 


cups of good tuna and break into 
bite sized pieces. Add to sauce 
and keep hot. Meanwhile, heat 
leftover or cook enough mixed vege¬ 
tables to make 3 cups. Add $ cup 
grated sharp Cheddar cheese to 2 
cups packaged scone mix then fol¬ 
low the Instructions on the packet. 
Add the hot vegetables to the sauce 
and pour into a 2 quart casserole. 
Sprinkle with crumbled bacon and 
arrange scones on top. Place im¬ 
mediately into a very hot oven and 
bake for 15 to 20 minutes or until 
die scones are golden brown. Makes 
8 servings. 

And here you have an easy to make 
dessert to please many a sweet pal¬ 
ate. 

WATERLILY CAKE (Dessert) 
f Sponge Roll (jam filled) cut into 
slices to line a sponge tin. 

Filling 

1 can condensed milk, juice of 2 
lemons, 2 egg yolks. Beat this all 
together, then add stiffly beaten 
whites to mixture. Pour aver sponge, 
place under griller just to brown. 
Store in the fridge till you are ready 
to use it. May be prepared the day 
before. 


place in its own right which at- 
ttacts thousands of visitors each 
year. 

By 1916 they had taken over 
Chateau Tanunda, a prominent 
producer of brandies, and a few 
years later acquired Great Western 
(from whence the champagne). 
They have since extended into 
N.S.W. at Qualco on the River 
Murray and, recently, have been 
leaders in establishing a new and 
promising area at Keppoch between 
Great’Westem and Coonawarra. 

But now to look at some wines. 

Salinger White Burgundy tafrom 
Great Western and its makers ap¬ 
parently regard it as better thin its 
Barossa counterpart. I foundthe 
1977 vintage to have only a slight 
nose but good fruit, a pleasant 
light oak tang and a clean finish. 

A value wine $2. 05 and one 
which should age well. 

For some reason the labels on 
Moselles rarely tell us what grapes 
were used or where grown and the 
Seppelt 1977 Melita is no excep¬ 
tion. It Is, nevertheless, notable 
for being just slightly sweet with a 
rich pungency which suggests a fair 
measure of Traminer in die blend. 
A pleasing wine worth all of its 
$2.05 price tag. 

Next month we may well look at 
more from the House of Seppelt. 
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Dear Mum, 

When one listens to the radio and 
reads the newspapers at the moment 
it certainly makes one realize how 
lucky we are to live here on Norfolk 
Island. There's so much' strife in 
the world, even in Australia with 
all the strikes, and>industrial troub¬ 
les. 1 remember reading about the 
hardships families were faced with 
when die State Electricity Commis¬ 
sion workers were on strike in Yal- 
lourn, Victoria last year. The men¬ 
folk were off work for weeks and 
families went through their life sav¬ 
ings trying to make ends meet. 

Then there is the terrible plight of 
the ethnic Chinese being forced out 
of Vietnam. Thousands of people 


with nowhere to go. The ' He de 
Lumiere', a ship which used to call 
at Norfolk, is now a hospital ship 
and picked up 800 refugees last 
week, who were quite happy with 
the suggestion that they be taken to 
Paris for resettlement. 

What a sight it must have been 
from Skylab's point of view - all 
these uplifted faces all over the 
world trying to catch a glimpse of 
Skylab's last minutes. We were 
kept up-to-date on its process 
through the local radio station and 
I bet there were many of us scan¬ 
ning the skies.last Wednesday night. 
There were some who even climb¬ 
ed up on to their roof. I guess there 
will be all sorts of theories as to 



RECOMMENDED 

READING 


‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS'. 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCYy BURNS 
. PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADiNG POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 


whether it was really known where 
Skylab was going to land. From all 
accounts it must have been a spec¬ 
tacular sight as it plummetted to 
earth. 

In another six ■< eeks' time on 24th 
August the Norfolk Island teams will 
be leaving to participate in the 
South Pacific Games in Suva. Fiji. 
How exciting - this is the first time 
Norfolk Island will be represented. 
All competitors are keenly practis¬ 
ing. Won't it be a tremendous ex¬ 
perience for them all and with all 
the 2.500 competitors staying to¬ 
gether it will give them a marvel¬ 
lous opportunity to meet others from 
the Pacific Islands. Next time I 
write I'll tell you all about their 
uniform and the names of those in 
the various teams. 

Early this month a public meet¬ 
ing was convened by the Wives and 
Mothers Club so that those organi¬ 
sations and individuals who were 
interested in recognizing the Inter¬ 
national Year of the Child could 
get together and form a committee. 
A committee of nine was formed 
with representatives from the Coun¬ 
cil of Youth and Radio Station, 
the Lions and Rotary Clubs, CWA, • 
the Wives and Mothers Club and the 
Norfolk Island Branch of the Far West 
plus a representative from the School 
and the Nursing Mothers Association. 
At its first formal meeting the Com¬ 
mittee decided to adopt as its speci¬ 
fic aim the raising of funds for an in¬ 
fant resuscitation Tolley and warmer 
for use in the deLvery room at the 
Hospital. The Committee plans that 
September will be the "Month of the 
Child” here on Norfolk and a variety 
of activities will be held during this 
month orientated towards die child¬ 
ren, the climax being the "Care for 
Kids" concert to be held on Saturday 
29th September, The Committee al¬ 
so plans to inform die community of 
those projects already being under¬ 
taken on the Island by the different 
organisations to help alleviate the 
problems of health, hunger and edu¬ 
cation of those children in under¬ 
privileged communities. 

Well, it's almost time for me to 
organize my boys for football. 

Life seems quite hectic when one's 
children are babies but as they grow 
older and have all sorts of interests 
one's weekend is spent transporting 
them from one activity to another. 

It's good fun though, especially 
when they get so much enjoyment 
out of wbat they’re doing - the girls 
with their netball on a Saturday and 
the boys with their football on a 
Sunday afternoon. 

See you next month. 
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EDITORIAL 


NORFOLK ISLAND'S forthcoming Legislative Assem- 
bly will have one great strength. Using it well will take 
intelligence, hard work and far-sightedness. 

That strength will be the Assembly members' know¬ 
ledge of Norfolk Island: their understanding of what the Isl¬ 
and actually needs add does not need, their understanding of 
what the people who live here actually want and do not .want. 

Australia does not understand Norfolk well at all. But 
it is in Australia's interest that Norfolk be well governed. 
Therein lies the Assembly's opportunity. If the Assembly 
conducts itself with great skill it can lead Australia on the 
path of good government here. 

The new Norfolk Island Act was devised to retain all 
of the ultimate controls in the hands of the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment. It can pass any Norfolk law it likes, and can over¬ 
rule" any law the Assembly may make. 

But the Act gives the Assembly the initiative to make 
the first move on practically every aspect of government 
here. Section 19 of the Act says "The Legislative Assem¬ 
bly has power, with the assent of the Administrator or the 
Governor-General, as the case may be, to make laws for 
the peace, order and good government of the Territory." 

That power is not restricted to the "municipal” matters in 
Schedule 2 of the Act. It applies to everything, excepting 
only unjust property acquisition, raising military forces and 
coining money. 

Australia will be able to over-rule almost anything 
the Assembly does - if it wants to. The Assembly’s job. 
and its opportunity, will be to take the lead in proposing 
laws and policies that will govern Norfolk Island well - 
and to present them in a way that makes it easiest for Aust¬ 
ralia to say "all right", rather than saying "we over-rule." 

That will take clear thinking, patience, polished ne¬ 
gotiating and an understanding of the realities of the Aust¬ 
ralian political system. It will take an ability to discover 
compromises. It will take steadiness and courtesy, without 
servility or submisslvenesss. 

If the Assembly has those abilities it will have atrleast 
a chance to establish what the people here and the Austral¬ 
ian Government both want; good government on Norfolk. 

■ 

GOOD GOVERNMENT ON NORFOLK does not 
mean bigger government, or more expensive government, 
or more intrusive government. It means government that 
is (a) fair; (b) steady; (c) tuned-in.to the real wishes 


and needs of the people; (d) as thrifty and simple as pos¬ 
sible. 

In Australia, England, New Zealand, the U. S., Eur¬ 
ope and other countries governments have an extremely dif¬ 
ficult and complicated job to do. They are struggling with 
serious social problems, stubborn economic problems, thor¬ 
ny defense problems, worsening environmental problems. 

Those countries need governments with great power 
and elaborate programmes. Norfolk does not. Norfolk 
has some problems that want attention but the truth is that 
it is healthier and sounder as a community than almost any 
other place in the world. The first job of good government 
here is to conserve, nurture and protect the Island and the 
existing qualities that make life so much worth living here. 

That goal should be pursued by Assembly members 
who love Norfolk and value its great good qualities - not 
by persons who decry Norfolk and want to re-make it in 
some new image. 


IN THE ASSEMBLY’S first six or twelve months there 
will be a small tidal-wave of work to get through, at the 
same time that the Assembly is settling in and finding its 
feet. 

Hundreds of subjects will come before the Assembly 
in that period before the Island returns to what everyone 
hopes will be more normal, less controversial times. In 
dealing with that heavy initial workload, the Assembly 
members will need to have some general principles well 
thought through. 

Mr. Ellicott may insist that Norfolk electors vote ac¬ 
cording to a "proportional representation” system, without 
waiting until the electors have made their own decision on 
the subject at a referendum. The News hopes he will have 
the good sense to respect that right of the people, but he 
may not. 

If the election should be held under "proportional 
representation", voters should know that their ballots will 
be counted in a new way. The first-preference vote, for 
one candidate marked ”1", may be the only vote that is 
counted at all, on the majority of ballots. 

Choose your first-preference candidate thoughtfully. 
Vote "1" for the candidate who states most plainly and 
clearly the practical guiding principles that you believe 
will be best for Norfolk Island. 
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Legislative Assembly Campaign Statement 


Norfolk Island should be governed as nearly as possible 
the way the voters of Norfolk Island want it to be governed. 

A member of the Legislative Assembly should be guided by 
policies that he believes the great majority of the voters sup¬ 
port. 

I judge the following to be principles that the major¬ 
ity want supported., I intend to follow them if I am elected, 
but would continue to listen as closely as possible for chang¬ 
es in community attitudes if they develop. 

1. Some Norfolk laws are unjust because they are un¬ 
clear or out-of-date. These include the Immigration Ord¬ 
inance, the Building Ordinance and the Public Service Ord¬ 
inance and Regulations, among others. It is bad govern¬ 
ment to have such matters controlled by "administrative pol¬ 
icies" which can't even be put into writing, because that 
makes people suspect favouritism. Clear, fair laws on these 
lopg-stalled matters should be debated publicly in the Assem¬ 
bly and passed promptly in the light of community comment 
on them. 

2. Tourism should be strongly supported but the Assem¬ 
bly should set clear controls and prevent any abrupt increase 
in tourist facilities. A 727/DC9 airport should not be allow¬ 
ed if responsible airlines are willing to serve the Island with 
smaller, quieter, more frequent aircraft. Norfolk residents 
should be positively encouraged to build, own and operate 
any increased tourist accommodation that may be needed. 
Large new hotels, owned by overseas investors and staffed by 
temporary outside employees, should be banned unless it is 
proved that they are required for the good of the Island's ec¬ 
onomy. "Norfolk-style” tourist facilities are good for the 
Island. Building imitations of "luxury" facilities from 
elsewhere is bad for the Island. 

3. Local taxes and spending should be kept to the min¬ 
imum that residents want and are willing to support. The 
Island's budget should be run as plainly and sanely as a fam¬ 
ily budget, with some reserves always kept for a rainy day. 
There should be a ban on either land rates or death duties, 
which would in the long run take more land out of the hands 
of Island families. The Assembly should be frugal in every¬ 
thing, Including its own salaries. 

4. Torrens title should be brought in only if a referen¬ 
dum supports it. The "Crown lands" of Norfolk - about 
one-half of the entire Island - were promised to the Pit¬ 
cairner*. The minute Torrens title is introduced, all such 
land immediately becomes the unchallenged | legal property 
of the Auttralian Government. Australia should not be per¬ 
mitted to wipe out the Pitcairners' historic right to the land 


just by enacting a new land title law. 

5. The new Chief Administrative Officer should have 
full authority to run the Island's public service. "Minister¬ 
ial" members of the Assembly should not intrude on his auth¬ 
ority. They should be able to question him about anything, 
and to advise him. If they believe after a time that he is 
doing a poor job they should move to replace him. But 
while he has the job he should be left to do it. 

6. Norfolk's environment - in the widest sense - 
has been neglected for many years. The Assembly should 
have the duty of seeing that it is nurtured. Expert help 
should be welcomed from sources such as Australia’s Natio¬ 
nal Parks and Wildlife Service, National Capital Develop¬ 
ment Commission and National Heritage Commission. But 
such bodies should advise, not control, the Assembly. En¬ 
vironmental concern involves not just flora, fauna and scen¬ 
ery but money matters including zoning, subdivision, im¬ 
proving Burnt Pine, and wise use of the sea. Norfolk's 
ocean zone should not be regarded as a windfall for Austra¬ 
lia; it is an essential part of the Island's physical environ¬ 
ment and should be protected for future generations on Nor¬ 
folk. 

. 7. Norfolk should work courteously and co-operatively 
with Australia but should never sacrifice its distinctness 
from Australia. I believe every candidate owes it to the 
electors to state clearly where he or she stands on the sub¬ 
ject of future independence for Norfolk, brought into the 
open by candidate Ken Nobbs. I believe there is a chance 
if the Assembly conducts itself very intelligently that Nor¬ 
folk can evolve into a status that amounts to self-govern¬ 
ment in free association with Australia. I hope (and be¬ 
lieve most people would hope) this may possibly be achie¬ 
ved without strife within a reasonable number of years. 

But I do not think that independence is a crazy idea, or a 
word to be feared - it is a conception, involving both ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages, that responsible people ought 
to think clearly about. 

8. Norfolk's social services system should be compas¬ 
sionate and should be written into law - but it should en¬ 
courage family, neighbors and community organisations to 
continue to take the largest practical role. It would do 
untold harm to the Island if people were talked into believ¬ 
ing that there is some giant, wealthy, mystical State that 
is supposed to look after everyone's needs. On Norfolk 
"the state" is only ourselves - 1600 human beings like 
you and me, living on this blessed small Island, so much 
worth working to preserve. 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

; Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CA LEDON1ENE Shipping 

•MacDONA LD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavaiors, hoes, aU 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . .*. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 




I 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S 

SURPRISE POWER 


AUSTRAUA’S TOP POLITICAL APPOINTEE HERE WILL BE THE HEAD OF A 
NEW BOARD THAT WILL HAVE CONTROL OF OUR PUBLIC SERVICE 


ELECTION RESULTS 


NINE MEN WERE ELECTED TO THE NEW LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, UNDER A 
DISPUTED VOTING SYSTEM -- PITCAIRN SOCIETY OFFICERS LODGE PROTEST 


ASSEMBLY CAN IMPRISON YOU 

THE NEWLY-ELECTED ASSEMBLY MEMBERS TOOK UP OPPOSING SIDES IN THEIR 
FIRST REGULAR MEETING. THE MAJORITY VOTED FOR EXTRAORDINARY POWERS. 


WARNING ON TOURISM 


TOURISM HAS BROUGHT PROBLEMS TO FIJI, SAYS PRIME MINISTER MARA. 
NORFOLK STILL HAS TIME TO PROTECT ITSELF IF IT HEEDS THE WARNING. 


A Guide to the new Assembly 

HOW TO UNDERSTAND SOME OF WHAT GOES ON UNDER THE ASSEMBLY’S 
AUSTRAUAN-STYLE PROCEDURES... MEMBERS’ PORTFOLIOS... BUILDINGS DIAGRAM 


Editorial- R34 


SOME PLAIN WORDS ABOUT THE NEW ASSEMBLY 


PLUS: 


OLD COURTROOM DECLARED 'NOT HISTORIC* AND WILL GO...DECENT HOSPITALISATION 
AN AT LAST... NORFOL K TEAM GOES TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES.. .OUTLINE FQR 
> BASIC CONSERVATION PROGRAMME FOR THE ISLAND... SOUTH PACIFIC FORUM CALLS 
ON MAJOR POWERS TO SET TERRITORIES FREE...'NORFOLK LIVING’. ..’LETTER FROM HOME* 





COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


bonHccircJ 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Corners shop.'" If you get lost, ask anybody 
whfere we are. It is Only a few minutes’ walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL FEW ELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
.. NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST. -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 


"THE ADMINISTRATOR SHOULD NOT BE ON IT,” MR ELL1COTT SAID 

Administrator to head powerful Board 


A MAJOR new law, affecting the 
Island's political structure, admin¬ 
istration and economy, was put 
into effect on August 3rd. 

It is the Public Service Ordinance 
1979, made as an urgency matter 
by Australia's Governor-General 
the day after the Assembly elect¬ 
ion, and gazetted by the Admin¬ 
istrator the following day. 

The contents of the law have gone 
almost unnoticed by most residents 
because it was just one of a parcel 
of laws that Australia put through 
in a rush just before the festivities 
of the inauguration of the new 
Legislative Assembly. 

But in its far-reaching effects the 
Ordinance ranks with the Norfolk 
Island Act and the Legislative 
Assembly Ordinance as one of the 
controlling elements of Norfolk's 
new form of government. 

A draft of the Ordinance was dis¬ 
cussed with the Norfolk Island 
Council by Minister R.J. Ellicott 
on June 9th, and vital changes 
to the draft were agreed to by the 
Minister. 

But the amendments were never 
made. 

Key provisions in the Ordinance 
are - 

•A Public Service Board is est¬ 
ablished with complete control of 
public service positions, pay and 
executive management. It can 
over-rule any decision made by the 
new Chief Administrative Officer, 
who is supposed to be the head of 
the public service. 

•The Australian-appointed Ad¬ 
ministrator is president of the 
Board, and is given powers which 
virtually assure his control over 
the Board's decisions, and there¬ 
fore over the entire public service. 

•Although the Norfolk Island Act 
requires a public service officer 
who becomes an executive member 
of the Legislative Assembly to 
resign from the public service, the 
Ordinance re-defines the meaning 


of the word "resign'' so that it is 
little different from taking leave 
without pay. 

• Members of the public service 
who are elected to the Assembly 
but do not have executive Assem¬ 
bly positions will get paid by both 
the public service and the Assembly 
while they are at Assembly meet¬ 
ings. 



The Public Service Board will have 
three members. 

One is to be the Chief Administ¬ 
rative Officer - the day-to-day 
manager of all locally-controlled 
administration operations. This 
job, with a salary of $20, 000 a 
year set by Mr. Ellicott, is 
filled by the Administrator's mak¬ 
ing an appointment, following 
the recommendation of the Assem¬ 
bly. But Mr. Ellicott has stressed to 
the old Council that the C. A. O. 
should not be subject to rigid 
direction by the Assembly. 

The second Board member is to 
be elected by the members of the 
Island’s public service, to repres¬ 
ent them, his job, like that of 
the president of a public service 
union in Australia, will be to get 
the best possible deal for the 
members of the public service. 

The third Board member will 
be the Administrator - despite 
assurances from Mr. Ellicott in 
June that the Administrator should 
not be a member. 

In his meeting with Council on 
June 9th Mr. Ellicott said, "I did 
mention the other day the desir¬ 
ability of keeping political influ¬ 
ence off a Public Service Board - 
and to some extent the Administ¬ 
rator will be a political figure... 

"That is a matter that I do pro¬ 
pose to 'take' in relation to this 
Ordinance, " Mr. Ellicott cont¬ 
inued. ”1 personally do not 
favour the Legislative Assembly 


having anyone on it, and you ace 
quite right in pointing out to me 
that the Administrator should not 
be on it either. " 

As the Ordinance is worded, the 
Administrator Is not merely a 
member of the Board. He convenes 
its meetings and presides at them. 

A meeting of two out of the three 
Board members is a valid meet¬ 
ing and can make any Board dec¬ 
ision. 

On many issues, all three Board 
members may be in agreement. 

But where there is a difference of 
opinion between the Chief Admin¬ 
istrative Officer and some indiv¬ 
idual in the public service, the 
Administrator's vote will be contr¬ 
olling. 

It is generally accepted in Comm¬ 
onwealth countries that the public 
service should be clearly separated 
from the government of the day. 

As Mr. Ellicott put it to the Coun¬ 
cil on June 9th, "The aim is to 
have an independent public service. 
That’s basic." 

Must ‘r®*ign’ 

The principle of separation was 
the reason for Section 13(3) of the 
Norfolk Island Act, which prohibits 
a public service officer from hold¬ 
ing executive office in the Assem¬ 
bly. 

A public service officer who takes 
leave without pay is still an officer 
of the public service* and Mr. Ell¬ 
icott pointed out to the House of Re¬ 
presentatives in memorandum expl¬ 
aining the Norfolk Island Bill, "An 
officer of the public service Is 
eligible for election to the Assembly 
but may not be appointed to an exec - 
utive office." 

The new Public Service Ordinance 
circumvents the intention of the Act. 
Its Section 14 says that if a person 
resigns from the public service in 
order to be able to take executive 
office with the Assembly, and later 
re-applies for appointment back 
into the public service after he 
leaves the Assembly, the Public 
Service Board "may" re-appoint him 
at his former salary level, and he 
will be "deemed" not to have res¬ 
igned at all, but to have been on 
leave without pay. His entitlements 
to long-service leave and other 
benefits'will be restored as if he had 
never "resigned” at all. 

An officer of the Department 


‘NEWS’ DAY IS FIRST OF MONTH AGAIN 

WITH THIS ISSUE The News resumes its former publication date of the 
first of each month - rather than the 15th of the month. 

We 'apologise to our overseas readers for the six-week gap since the 
last issue* and the resulting delay in Informing them about the election 
results. 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



ARRANGE FOR 


TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 


‘Road RTrack’ 

magazine ssys * Every so often a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda’s third new car in two 
years: the 626.* 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

trorunr. J. W. mZMINCK 






home Affairs explains that the 
fording of the Ordinance "is one of 
lose cases where the word "may" 
eans "shall”." 

Double-pay question 

Public service officers who are 
elected to the Assembly but do not 
take executive offices in the Assem¬ 
bly can continue in the public serv¬ 
ice. Council asked in June if this 
meant they wou|<H>y paid twice for 
the time they wd'te doing Assembly 
work. 

Mr. McCasker of the Department 
of Home Affairs assured Council 
that this would not be the case. 

"Under the Remuneration Tribunal 
Act he would not in fact be paid 
twice," he said. "He would not, 
as a public servant, be entitled to 
receive any remuneration for being 
a member of the Assembly unless 
an 'exception' was (panted by the 
Minister." 

Mr. Ellicott reinforced Mr. Mc- 
Casker's comment. "The larger 
question, " be said, "U of course 
whether public servants should be on .. 
it at all. We dealt with that. 

Certainly they shouldn't be paid 
twice." 

The new Public Service Ordinance 
says in Section lo (1), "Where an 
officer or employee (of the public 
service) becomes a member of the 
legislative Assembly, he shall, while 
attending a meeting of the Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly at a time when he would 
otherwise be required to be on duty, 
be deemed to be on leave with pay. ” 

ASSEMBLY 

OFFICERS 

THE NINE members elected on 
August 1st to form the new Leg¬ 
islative Assembly moved quickly 
into action on August 4th without 
waiting for their formal inauguration 
six days later. 

Meeting at the old Council Chamber 
in kin.gston, they agreed to elect •*' 
David Buffett president and Bill 
Blucher deputy president at the 
Assembly's inaugural meeting Aug¬ 
ust 10th. 

The nine issued a public announce¬ 
ment of their action over Radio 
Norfolk immediately. 

The presidential election was by 
secret ballots, which were burnt 
afterward outside the back door of the 
Administration building] Fittingly 
for such events^ a plume of white 
smoke rose from the ballots as they 
burnt. 


9 Elected by 

THE ELECTION of nine members of 
Norfolk’s new Legislative Assemb¬ 
ly, held on August 1st, was held us¬ 
ing a "proportional representation" 
system of voting and counting, 
despite objections by the Norfolk 
Island Council and despite the 
fact that a referendum on the acc¬ 
eptability of the system had not 
yet been held. 

Under the P. R. system, voters had 
to mark at least 12 candidates 
with considerable thought. 

But in vote tallying, only one 
or two candidates were actually 
counted, on just over 7 W]c of the 
ballots. 

The official results were not 
completed until mid-day the day 
after the election. 

A total of 824 electors cast ballots. 

Of theie, 35 were rejected because 
they had not been marked correct¬ 
ly - seven times as many as in the 
19178 election. 

The voting, showing the number 
of first-preference votes received 
by each candidate, was as follows; 

Members elected on the first 
count; 

David Buffet (254), Bill Blucher 
(87). Ed Howard (85). 

Members elected by transfer of 
preferences from other candidates: 

Gilbert Jackson (55), John Ryves 
(43), Brian Nunn (42), Duncan Mc¬ 
Intyre (28), Kevin Williams (25), 

Bruce MacKenzie (22). 

Candidates not elected: 

Gerry Aafjes (31), Carol Adams 
(22), Greg Quintal (21), Geoff Ben¬ 
nett (19), Lisle Snell (15), Ken 
Nobbs (13), Peter Custance (11), 

Gil Hitch (10), Ned Lenthall (6). 

Because the vast majority of marks 
for the various candidates were nev¬ 
er counted, there is no way of know¬ 
ing how widespread the support for 
any of the candidates was. 

In the 1978 election, candidates 
John Ryves and Lisle Snell tied for 
8 th place in the counting - each 
with support from 43*jfc of the elect¬ 
ors. In the Assembly election, 

David Buffet's outstanding total of 
254 first-preference votes showed 
support from 32 < £ of the electors 
who cast formal ballots. The other 
two top candidates were put in by 
11$ - of; the electors. 

Shortly after the election a rumour 
circulated on the Island that Aust¬ 
ralia's visiting expert on proport¬ 
ional representation, Mr. Arnold, 
had carried out an unofficial count 
of the ballots using the traditional 


•yF % 

new system 

counting me$pd,of nine equal 
votes per ballot'' and thaUhetes- 
ult showed only one chinp/i&lhe 
Assembly membership. But the 
rumour was an error. Mr. Arnold 
made no such count, but observed 
that if nothing but first-preference 
votes had been counted, there would 
have been only one change in die 
list of winning candidates. 

The referenduni^ob! the accept¬ 
ability of tbe'proportibnai repres¬ 
entation system will probably not 
be held until mid-October, .the 
returning officer for the referendum 
will be David Rogers, formerly 
registrar of companies, who is 
taking over David Buffet's former 
position in the administration. 

ISLANDERS 

PROTEST 

AS AUSTRALIA'S Governor-Gener¬ 
al and the other dignitaries at the 
legislative Assembly inauguration 
began returning to Australia by 
V.I.P. and scheduled aircraft, 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers issued the following 
statement; 

"On 10th August, 1979 the 
Australian Government established 
a new form of administration on 
Norfolk Island. 

"This was done without the 
consent of the people. Just prior 
to this a new voting system, which 
is very much a local matter, was 
imposed against the advice of die 
Council. 

"This new administrative arrange¬ 
ment may give die international 
community the impression that we 
now have a reasonable degree of 
self-government, but, in fact, we 
remain a non-self-governing 
colony of Australia. 

"The most simple law on any 
matte; passed by thelidW'Assembly 
can be cancelled by Australia any 
time it wishes, up to six months 
latest. 

"Australia retains complete 
power to make any law it pleases 
for Norfolk Island, without the 
people's consent and without any 
democratic representation. This 
includes the imposition of taxation. 

"Perhaps this new form of admin¬ 
istration will be replaced in die 
future by genuine self-government 
provided that legislation passed 
here is allowed to stand and if 
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Here is one of the 
world’s great watches. 




MULTI-CHRONOGRAPH 


A quartz watch featuring multiple functions 
including the stopwatch (down to 1/100 
sec.), timer and dual time in addition to 
the normal time display plus calendar dis¬ 
play. 


H igh accu racy of ± 10 sec. can be maintained 
per month thanks to a high-precision quartz 
crystal oscillator plus a temperature com¬ 
pensating circuit. 

An automatic calendar setting is possible 
for "year", "month", "date" and "day" 
after they are once set correctly. The "ymr" 
is set in a cycle of 1970—1999 years. {The 
years advance one by one during 1970 
through 1999, and 1999 returns to 1970 
again.) 

Non-stop working of the watch is ensured 
about two years with just one unit of the 
small-size silver oxide power cell (5 sec. 
lamp lighting per day). 

The quick resetting device functions to re¬ 
cover the normal time display from any 
mode of the display correction through 
one-touch operation of the Light-button. 


The power cell life indicating device notifies 
the user the replacement time of the power 
cell through flashing of the colon on the 
time screen. 


O CITIZEN 


a full range at 
PRENTICES 


THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 


Australia refrains from imposing 
unacceptable laws for Norfolk 
Island. yf ■ 

"The Norfolk Islihd people are 
geographically, ethnically and 
culturally distinct from Australia. 
We are self-supporting and we are 
entitled to self -government under 
U.N. commitment which Aust¬ 
ralia is wilfully and knowingly 
violating. 

"Until Australia formally rec¬ 
ognises Norfolk Island’s right to 
self-determination and true demo¬ 
cratic government, we will remain 
a small South Pacific island people 
who are NOT FREE." 


♦333 A MONTH 

ORDINARY ASSEMBLY members 
will get $4ooo a year each for their 
services, according to regulations 
laid down on Aqgust 2nd by,the 
Governor-General of Australia. 

Two executive members will get 
more. Their pay is expected to be 
set by additional regulations shortly 
based on recommendations from the 
Minister. 

Australia’s Remuneration Tribunal 


will come to the Island in late 
October to have a look at local 
conditions and make a recommendat¬ 
ion on pay for both ordinary and 
executive members. The Tribunal 
made an interim recommendation 
of the $4, 000 for ordinary members 
but has not yet named a figure for 
executive members. 


NORFOLK’S old-fashioned court¬ 
room, on the ground floor of the 
•New Military Barracks building 
which houses the Island’s admin¬ 
istrative headquarters staff, will 
vanish as part of the improvements 
being made in Kingston. 

The old court, a tourist attract¬ 
ion for many years, was built by 
Dwight Allen in 189G. He sub¬ 
mitted a tender for doing the job, 
and won with a total price of 
£84.18.6. 

Former Administrator R.N. Dalk- 
in wrote The News early this year 
saying it would be a pity if the 
court were ever destroyed, but 
experts in charge of Kingston rest¬ 
oration work say it has no real 


Nothing in the laws will require 
any Assembly member to accept the 
pay recommended by the Tribunal 
or set by regulations. In Australia, 
Cabinet members recently declined 
to accept a pay increase that the 
Tribunal had recommended, on the 
grounds of setting an example of 
restraint in times of high inflation. 


historical significance, and decid¬ 
ed to break up the jury box, dock 
and other fixtures. 

The room will provide expansion 
space for Admin staff. 

The Island’s new courtroom is on 
the ground floor of the Old Milit¬ 
ary Barracks building, which also 
houses the Legislative Assembly. 

The new court has been furnish¬ 
ed and laid out in a much less 
stiff, more comfortable manner 
than the old one. This is in keep¬ 
ing with courtroom design trends 
abroad, which are based on die 
belief that a less austere and pris¬ 
on-like courtroom makes the acc¬ 
used, witnesses and jury members 
less likely to be frightened or tense 
and so leads to fairer trials. 


OLD COURT ‘NOT HISTORIC’ 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment: MONDAY 
a smorgasbord and dancing to "Freeway”; TUESDAY games 
night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good jackpots; THURSDAY 
the South Pacific's Island Dinner and dancing tc> the 
music of "Freeway"; FRIDAY dancing to "Freeway"^ SAT¬ 
URDAY dinner and a film; SUNDAY dinner and easy listen¬ 
ing music. Table d'hote dinners are served every night 
except Monday and Thursday, when smorgasbord is on. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully 
prepared, and served by the attractive girls in the 
bright cerise-coloured uniforms.' ? 

Two request*, please - make lookings before 4. 30 
to assure a table, and arrange W itrive before 7.30pm. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 
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A GUIDE TO THE NORFOLK ASSEMBLY 


THE ORDER of business in normal 
monthly meetings of the Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly will be - 

► Prayers 

► Condolences 

► Giving of polices 

►Questions without notice 

► Presentation of papers 

► "Matter of public importance" 
if any 

► Messages from the Administrator 
if any 

►Reports from committees 

► "Notices and orders of the day" 
th*t is, the specific matters of 
business which are to be dealt with 
on the day. 

►"Adjournment speeches" - in 
which any member may speak for 
up to five minutes about anything 
under the sun, but cannot make any 
specific motions calling for a vote. 

The agenda for specific matters 
of business - the "notices and orders 
of the day” - will normally include 
only subjects that individual members 
have given written notice that they 
intend to bring up. Each one must 
be in the form of a specific prop¬ 


osal that a particular motion should 
be passed. 

"Bills" - new laws or amendments 
to laws being proposed - will norm¬ 
ally be introduced and discussed 
generally in one meeting, but then 
set aside for a least a month before 
a vote is taken on them. 

This will allow residents to get a 
copy of the bill, think about it, 
and let Assembly members know 
what they think of it. 

A Business Committee of the house - 
President David Buffett, Deputy 
President Bill Blucher and Duncan 
McIntyre - was elected to arrange 
the sequence of matters to be deb¬ 
ated in the "notices and orders of 
the day" section of a meeting. If 
the committee decides that a 
particular bill is urgent, it can be 
passed through the house on the same 
day it is introduced. 

The rules adopted for the time being 
by the Assembly say that a bill can 
be declared urgent if hardship would 
be caused by not passing it, or if it 
is necessary for administrative reasons 
- or if there is no real reason for 


delaying it. 

All nine members, including the 
two officers, have one vote each. 
The president does not have a 
casting vote. All members are free 
to take part in the debate on any 
subject. 

RULES OF 
PROCEDURE 

A SET OF 276 "standing orders" 
which lay down procedures for the 
conduct of Assembly meetings was 
adopted by the house at its inaug¬ 
ural meeting. 

But a Standing Orders Committee, 
set up soon afterward, is reviewing 
the procedures to see if they should 
be simplified. 

The orders were drafted by Aust¬ 
ralian experts in parliamentary 
procedures, without much knowled¬ 
ge of Norfolk ways, and some 
aspects of the first two Assembly 
meetings struck residents as being 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


S.A. 37.890.000CFP/Registered Off¬ 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURA-NGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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MEMBERS’ PORTFOLIOS 

CHIEF MINISTER; DAVID BUFFET 


curiously stiff and formal. 

The Assembly members made a 
few quick changes to the orders 
from the start. These included - 

• Members will not, as origin¬ 
ally recommended, be required to 
bow to the chair when they enter 
or leave the chamber. They are 
merely required to "acknowlege" 
the chair - which allows room for 
a wide range of improvisation. 

• Members may - but will not 
be required - to stand when speak¬ 
ing. This follows long-standing 
Norfolk Island Council custom. 

•The voting method was chang¬ 
ed from the one followed in Can¬ 
berra, where "Ayes" and "Noes” 
are called for, and the chairman 
then announces "I think the Ayes 
(or the noes) have it." In the 
Assembly, Ayes, Noes and ab¬ 
staining will be called for. If all 
members agree, the voice vote 
will be enough. But if there is 
any voice of disagreement, the 
members' names will automatic¬ 
ally be called, so that residents 
can hear how each one voted on 
an issue. 

‘Committee’ stage 

A Canberra procedure, followed 
in the secohd meeting, confused 
some listeners and may be changed. 
This is the sequence of steps in die 
consideration of a bill. 

The first stage is a debate and 
then a vote on the question that 
"the bill be approved in principle." 
The Question does not mean what 
it says. The meaning of the vote 
is that "the bill be taken up for 
closer examination." 

The second stage is called, 

Canberra -style* the." committee 
stage". This is the section-by- 
section discussion of the bill. When 
it begins, the house "resolves itself 
into a committee" and Deputy 
President Bill Blucher replaces 
President David Buffett in the chair. 
When die detail discussion is 
completed, the President takes the 
chair again. 

That second stage could just as 
easily be carried out without any 
formalities about a "committee" 
a id without any change in chairman. 
7 he reason for the procedure dis¬ 
appeared long, long ago. over a 
century ago, in England, the King 
chose the chairman of the house of 
Commons, and when the house got 
down to discussing a bill indetail 
they wanted the King's man out of 
the chair, and their own man In 
charge. 


Member for Finance; Kevin Williams . 
Finance and Supply 
Internal Audit 

Member for Commerce and Justice: 

Duncan Mclntyte 
Tourism 
Raising revenue 
Public Works 
Visitor's Fee 
any other 
Revenue Services 
Postal 
customs (*) 

Philatelic 
Liquor Bond 
Local Registry 
Companies 

Omnibus and Taxis (Registration) 
Sale and Distribution of food¬ 
stuffs and liquor (Services to 
Licensing Board) 

Firearms (Registration) 

Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic 
- (Registration) 


Member for Community Services; Ed 
Howard 

kawson Hall Trust 
Public Halls 
Building Board 
Health (*) 

Hospital Board (") 

Hospital and Medical Sefvices (’) 
Dental Services (*) 

Radio and Television 

Museums 

Library 

Municipal and Regulatory 
Sewerage and Sanitation 
Disposal of garbage and trade 
wastes 

Guest Houses 

Places of Public Entertainment 
Prevention and suppression of - 
Nuisances 

Repair and demolition of - 
dangerous buildings 
New building and alteration of - 
buildings 

Advertising Hoardings 
• Sale and distribution of food¬ 
stuffs and beverages 
Storage of Petroleum products 
Noxious trades 
Markets and Weighbridges 
Carters and Hawkers 
Street Stalls 
Road Traffic 
Trading Hours 
.Public Functions 


Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Dentists (Registration) 

Deceased Person's Estates 
Laws (*) 

Courts (*) 

Police (*) 

Member for Social Welfare- Brian 
Nunn 

Social Services (*) 

Education (*) 

Youth Activities 
Immigration (*) 

Census and Statistics 
Maintenance of Rolls 
Member for Public Utilities: Gilbert 
Jackson . ; 

Electricity Undertaking 
Interim Electricity Board 
Telephone Undertaking 
Not assigned to any assisting member : 
Records 
Public Service 

Cultural and Traditions preserv¬ 
ation. 


Member for Works; Bruce MacKenzie 
Maintenance (Civil) 

Roads, footpaths and bridges 
Drainage 
Recreation areas 
Cemeteries 

Maintenance (Mechanical) 

Water Supply 
Fire prevention 
Street lighting 
Quarrying 
New works 
Lighterage 
Restoration 

Member for Industry: John Ryves 

Fishing (*) -- 

Coastline, foreshores,, wharves 
and jetties 

Primary product on Stock 
Agriculture and Quarantine 
Pasturage on Commons 
Livestock 

Slaughtering of Stock 
Domestic Animals and Birds 
Forestry » 

Forestry and related activities 
Pests and noxious weeds 
Lands (*) 

Registry (*) 

Planning and Policy (•) 
Development (*) 

(*) The Assembly has no control, or 
only partial or advisory powers, on 
these matters. 


DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER: W. A. BLUCHER 
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THANKS TO HOSPITAL 
BOARD INITIATIVE — 


DECENT HOSPITAL 
INSURANCE AGAIN 


A NEW hospital and medical insur¬ 
ance plan, available starting Sept¬ 
ember 1st; was announced in Aug¬ 
ust by the Norfolk Island hospital 
Board. 

The plan will be operated by Sou¬ 
thern Cross Medical Care Society, 
a Friendly Society which is New 
Zealand's largest health insurance 
organisation. The Norfolk Hospital 
will act as the Society's agent for 
the plan here. 

The plan was developed by the 
Hospital Board on its own initiative 
after several years in which hospit¬ 
al and medical insurance benefits 
from HCF and MBP, the principal 
Australian insurers, had deteriorat¬ 
ed badly on Norfolk because of 
changes in Commonwealth laws 
and policies. 

A Norfolk accident insurance sch¬ 
eme, worked on by the Norfolk 
Island Council in conjunction with 
New Zealand Insurance Company, 
got hopelessly bogged in Canberra 
red tape and never became a real¬ 
ity. New Zealand Insurance withdr¬ 
ew its proposals several months ago. 

While the new Norfolk Health Plan 
has some drawbacks and limitation* 
it is designed to offer Island resid¬ 
ents far greater benefits than they 
have been getting from HCF and 
MBF, at around half the cost. 

Coverage under the plan will cost 
$288 a year for a family, and $144 
a year for an individual. This is 
about equal to the cost of each 
person spending two days in hospit¬ 
al each year. 

One of Ithe great advantages of 
the plan is that members will pay 
the hospital only their net-after- 
benefits cost of health treatment, 
and the hospital will handle all the 
procedure of claiming the benefits 
from Southern Cross. 

Until now, HCF or MBF members 
have had to pay the hospital full 
costs, and then claim the benefits 
themselves by mail from Australia. 
The process often took months, and 
the benefits received often fell 
short of the full cost. 

Benefits under the new plan: 
•Visits to the doctor will cost 
members $2. 50 instead of $7.50. 

The hospital will claim the addit¬ 
ional $5 directly from Southern 
Cross.(Limit; 30 visits a year.) 

• Hospital charges for surgical 
and maternity: $60 per day fully 
paid by Southern Cross. (Limit: 
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12 days in hospital for any one 
operation.) 

•hospital charges for illness 
other than surgery or maternity: 

$60 per day (Limit: 12 nights per 
year) and then up to $36 per day 
(Limit: an additional 13 nights per 
year,) 

•Specialist fees: members pay 
2 Qfijc, Southern Cross pays 80de¬ 
based on N.S. W„ fee levels, and 
on a maximum non-surgical cons¬ 
ultation fee of $20. 

•X-rays, pathology, ECG's; 
members pay 2 07c, Southern Cross 
pays 807c. 

•Treatment away from Norfolk: 
benefits are the same amount of 
money as if the treatment had been 
given on Norfolk. This applies 
in Australia, New Zealand or 
anywhere else. 

•Air fares; in the case of an 
accident, requiring flight for main¬ 
land treatment, $200 will be paid 
by Southern Cross towards air fares. 

While the new plan is expected 


by the hospital Board to cover the 
great majority of medical and 
hospital costs of residents who be¬ 
come members, some residents 
will find the plan has shortcomings. 

These include; 

• Residents over 65 are not 
eligible to join unless they were 

paid-up members of another fund, 
and transfer to the new plan. 

• Long illnesses are not covered 
after the first 25 days in hospital 
per year. 

•If you are not a paid-up mem¬ 
ber of another fund, you won't 
get any benefits In the first three 
months, and benefits will not be 
paid for any health problem you 
are aware of at the time you join. 

•No benefits are payable in 
connection with dental work, con¬ 
genital deformities, appliances, 
cosmetic surgery, or sterilisation 
or contraceptive procedures. 

The new plan was to start signing 
up members on August 21th. It 
does not require any legislation. 


Letter to the editor 


WE’RE EXCLUDED 


Sir, 

1 wish to thank, through your 
pages, the many Islanders who 
assisted in re-fuelling my yacht 
"Allez Cat" during our short stop¬ 
over 19/1/79. 

Also those who provided trans¬ 
port and care to the two crew 
members injured when their dinghy 
capsized in the surf. 

Your meteorological service 
gave a perfect forecasting enabl¬ 
ing us to arrive in N. Z. before 
the forecasted storm. 

All in all we were really imp¬ 
ressed by the Islanders' friendly 
help, without thought of reward, 
to a group of strangers. 

Thank you all, 

R. L. Spurdle, 

Yacht "Allez Cat". 


A NEW SOUTH Pacific islands news 
service is being organised by the 
Asian Broadcasting Union and Radio 
Australia - but it looks as though 
Norfolk news won't be part of the 
plan. 

According to the Australian Inform¬ 
ation Service, Radio Australia's 
short-wave broadcasts to the Pacific 
have a high content of Asian news, 
but not much on the islands them¬ 
selves. 

To start correcting this Mr. Philip 
Koch, director of Radio Australia, 
and Mr. George Williams, news 
editor of the Fiji Broadcasting Comm¬ 
ission, have just concluded a three- 
week tour of "participating countries" 

- Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, Fiji, Tonga, Western Samoa, 
Cook Islands and Nauru. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
~V" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian’ 
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In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 






w 

y< 

Come taste nice free samples 




HAN 



Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 
It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaur arr 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 























Proud s 


NORFOLK ISLAND LIMITED 


PRESENT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


Wedgwood 

CHINA CRYSTAL JASPER WARE GLASSWARE ACCESSORIES CUFFLINKS 

^fflfROUDS ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 

1 / Royal Doulton figurines 

Lladro and Dresden figurines • 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND • RUBY - SAPPHIRE - EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 




ROURS 


SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 



ROUDS 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and childreft 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenils 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically. 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge fa 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEC31AMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092a 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS: 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. r 
BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At,P.O, or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back Issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar. 10-1 and 1.46-4. 
SHOPPING HOURSlN BURNT PINeT 
generally 9am-12.30. and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
fine) 8. 30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12. 30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. : Burnt Pine office) 
open 6-5 weekdays, d-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri,. 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


COLO/Vp 


STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.80 


TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35* 


restaur^ 


A SPECIALTY - CHINESE MEALS AND TAKEAWAYS 


Taylor's Road opposite Rawson Hall 

B.Y.0. - No Corkage Charge open 7 days -- 12-2 and 5 . 3 o r 9 .oo Paul Reidy, Proprietor 




BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 


Norfolk Souvenirs-, “if people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they’ll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230. “ 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
pe?ware. crystal,china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under } mainland price.' 

m 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: “We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5. “ 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ. newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 


ABC+ABCaABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 

i A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE | 

O (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) » 

s -\S.“ ,»S s 

*<•' *°* ,<<,** | 


g.V' 




TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 


!» 


y jit'** 


ABC + ABCt-ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC-rABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS- 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8 th, 1978 s ! | STATIONERS 


ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND. ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY", COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 30d, 


TRA 



CAMERALINES 



AGFA-GEVAERT 


Norfolk Island 


■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ bousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ bousie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 


■Museum open (M l 
■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 
■N. 1. Assembly 
meets (A2pm) 


■bousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant’s Din (G) 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


■ bousie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Srn’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
• Housie ,(RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Srn’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant’s Din (G) 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE 

September 16th, 1857 : 15 months after they had been issued by Queen 
Victoria, two of the most important documents in Norfolk history were 
entered in the Register of Governors' Commissions in the Colonial Sec¬ 
retary's Office in Sydney. One was an Order-in-Council making Norfolk 
a separate a distinct Btitish colony, and appointing the Island’s Gover¬ 
nor. The other was the Queen's Rules and Regulations for the Governor, 


a great name in photography 








CALENDAR 


THUR 

FRI 

SAT 

6 

7 

8 

'■Housie (LC) 

■ Housie (RSL 8pm) 

■SDA service 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Housie (RSL8. 00) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


(LC) 

14 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 

IS 

■ SOT service 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Housie (RSL8.00) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

* ■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WINDRO* 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from diet direction 
(his month. The figure In 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of die time there 




■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


Solie 


lie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


22 

■ SD/i service 

■Housie (R$L8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•Film (MRT8.00) 




lie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


2oSe ( 


Sffe (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


commanding him to make only such laws and land grants as were con¬ 
sistent with what the Pitcairn people wanted - because, as Her Majesty 
said, the Pitcairners "have been accustomed... to govern themselves. " 
The Rules and Regulations were violated in 1896, when a Governor 
claimed the right to end the Island's self-government. 


September 93rd, 1764 : Fletcher Christian's birthday. 


LOCATIONS 

A «•%,-.Assembly chamber 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC .-Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bty 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg, 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT - Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA -7tb DayAdv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St, Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


AGFA GEVAERT 














SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,. and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, Inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2". FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years Invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Nqrfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale-of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making “a grant” has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a repeating station 
Only, sending data anled by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia’s 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
pizee together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain gpown chi the Island and 
then ground - in 4 windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course^; in a watermill if the. 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milk,ruin are in Watermill-Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850sl 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. Ii-w« gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their griraness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time; 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, “You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free," 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom - 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim - 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition -period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 197 6, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on die ground that it would be 
■"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sigp solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect.- Councillors who had led 
the fi$it to prevent Australia’s tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

rn May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk’s laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
said that a new form of government 
would be worked out in collaboration 
and consultation with the Council 
and the people. He then began 
some five months of secret discus¬ 
sions with the Council, at the end 
of which he introduced a nevf Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill into the Australian 
House of Representatives. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 


ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 
included Australia’s power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control^ Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia within six months 
and Australia retains full power to 
make any laws it likes on the Isl¬ 
and, without representative gov¬ 
ernment. 

In its Norfolk Island Actl97* 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land ind rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 2 00- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not ypt clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

Objections to Norfolk's new form 
of government have been made 
by the Society of Descendants of . 
the Pitcairn Settlers, and by the 
United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia - whose president described 
the 'self-government' provisions 
of the new law as "a charade". 

What most of the people of the 
Island seem to want is to be left 
alone— to support themselves, 
and govern themselves - leaving 
Australia the authority to manage 
the Island's international obliga¬ 
tions and agreements as Australia 
thinks best. Tensions between the 
Island and the Australian Govern^ 
ment will probably continue until 
Australia eventually honours die 
U.N. principle that no people can 
• fairly be ruled without their consent; 



TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, $. 00, 2. 30. 3. 00. 3. 30. 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8. 40. 10. 00. 12. Q0, 1.05 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 kound the Home 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

7.05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8.00 Noel 

9.00 The Last Tycoon 
TUESDAY 

6.15 Tales of Asiatic 
Peoples 

10.05 Film & show music 

10.30 Norfolk Island 
hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 
12.05 Ticker tape & Phone 
1.30'Methodist programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 


4.30 Colin 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 
7. 45 BBC Rock Line 

8.00 Family Hour 

9. 00 The Destruction Factor 

10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down memory lane 
,10.45 Morning serial 

11. T5 Book reviews 

1.00 The Last Tycoon 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (On Assembly day) 

N.I. Assembly meeting 

4.30 Juliette , 

7.00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Green Dolphin country 
10.05 Oasis of Shalimar 

10.45 Morning serial 


Hi 30 Requests 

1.30 SDA Rrogramme 
2.00 Radio Au$t. relay 

4.30 Trukking Time 

6.15 Nat. Country Music• 

Jamboree 

7. 00 (on day after Assembly) 
Assembly re-broadcast 
7. 05 Evening of light class¬ 
ical entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dr. Findlay's Case¬ 

book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Jethro Tull Story 
12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. Of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. relay 

4.30 Katrina 

7.00 Fine Music all around 


SATURDAY 

10.00 Mainly pop 

10.30 Aust. & local news 

10.45 Top of Pops 
1L 30 Goons 

12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 
1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 
(Saturday sports) 

1. 05 Stacy'Time 
8.^)0 Feature 

8.45 News from Deutsche 
Welle 

9.80 Country Music 


SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 
3.80 Radio Aust. relay 
7.00 Sunday Radio: 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of die Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners."The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Bums Philp, the 
Trading Port, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 


DIF £ Ck and[S 


me 


,i YOUR FA VOURITE COCKTAILS 
.. l O C <FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 



OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 




© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRAUNC H1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabine 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and cor- 
diments... picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




WARNING ON TOURISM FROM FIJI'S RM. 


TOURISM CAN hurt Norfolk if it is 
allowed to grow too much or grow in 
the wrong direction. 

Honolulu is sometimes cited as an 

xample of how tourism can become 
j case of the tail wagging the dog. 

But there is such a massive differ¬ 
ence between Honolulu and Norfolk 
that hawaii's experience can hardly 
teach people in Norfolk's tourist in¬ 
dustry anything. 

Fiji is a much more useful example 
to study, because tourism began to 
boom there only a couple of decades 
ago, and it still hasn't reached giant 

At a Fiji Tourism Convention rec¬ 
ently, Prime Minister Ratu Sir Kam- 
isese Mara delivered a major address 
that should be taken to heart by any¬ 
one Involved in Norfolk's tourist in¬ 
dustry. 

If he had delivered the address on 
Norfolk he would have needed to 
change hardly a word of it -- but he 
might have started out by saying, 
"WATCH OUT. NORFOLK! Don't 
make the mistakes we have!" 

Here are excerpts from his talk. 

"THE TOURIST INDUSTRY - The Last 
Colonialism. I should say at the 
outset that 1 am not directing my 
remarks to the tourist visitors them¬ 
selves. Fiji has a record and trad¬ 
ition of hospitality and welcoming 
visitors which goes back a very long 
way. Indeed the further you go 
back the more total identification 
with the visitors. 

"Initially in Fiji the tourist ind¬ 
ustry was run by people in Fiji and 
most of the profits, even though 
small, remained here in Fiji. Rel¬ 
ationships between tourists and 
local people were restrained and 
both were ready to make allowances 
for each other. 

"It was when it became clear that 


there were bigger pickings to be had 
that the bigger operators from out¬ 
side began to home in on our tour¬ 
ist industry. From then on, every¬ 
thing had to be planned, developed, 
institutionalised and in due course 
Internationalised. 

"And once again we are faced 
with the same syndrome I have des¬ 
cribed in the earlier examples of 
colonialism - expanding profits but 
predominantly for the benefit of the 
overseas shareholders. 

"Oh yes, there are jobs for our 
people and we are glad of them, but 
a Fijian case study in 1975 showed 
the minimal and menial nature of 
local participation in hotel employ¬ 
ment with the real benefits going to 
expatriates in the managerial pos¬ 
itions. 



PRIME MINISTER MARA 


"It has taken a lot of pressure to 
persuade hoteliers to serve more 
Fijian dishes and we are constantly 
being told of the difficulties. 

"The Minister for Tourism has 
only recently drawn attention to a 
leakage of $7 million tourist dollars 
from Fiji. This is not all expatriate 
action. Of course we don’t look for 
100 per cent local ownership in 
every case. We know this is not 
possible. But our policy on this is 
well known. 


"Tourist promotion seems to set in 
train an ever-accelerating vicious 
circle. Promotion is pushed to en¬ 
sure a high occupancy rate in our 
hotels, lower transport costs and so 
on. 

"Then we build more rooms to 
ensure that adequate accommodation 
is available. Then we promote ag¬ 
ain to ensure high occupancy. It is 
always very difficult for a dog to 
catch its tail but we seem to be 
embarked on this fruitless exercise.. 

"It is put simply and clearly by 
Mr. Coffe in a hotel administration 
article a year or two ago. He said, 
"Tourist attractions should be repla¬ 
ced with what we organise for our 
own use and share with the visitor.' 

"Surely there must be a limit 
to the numbers of tourists who can 
be properly looked after. And I 
mean looked after, not just trans¬ 
ported to a hotel room and then 
left to fend for themselves, or 
worse left to find a hotel room for 
themselves. 

"So I do think there is a case for 
controlling the numbers of tourists 
and looking after them well. We 
all know the difference between 
a large cocktail party and a small¬ 
er dinner party and I think we all 
know which we prefer. One is 
aimed at inviting a large number 
of people for whom as little as 
possible is done. You note I do 
not say 'entertaining', for how 
can a host and hostess entertain 
that sort of number except by 
saying hello - and sometimes 
goodbye? The other enables a 
host and hostess to give themselves 
to their guests, to look after each 
one properly and even to weld 
them into an harmonious whole. 

This is surely what we should be 
trying to do with our visitors." 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 




SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

■y? BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock"" 


"BOUND FOR GLORY" (drama)..." T H E ONE & O N L Y " (comedy) 
"PIRANHA" (drama)... "THE WILD GEESE" (war drama) 



ASSEMBLYMEN TAKE OPPOSING SIDES AT FIRST REGULAR MEETING 

Assembly claims right to imprison people 


THE FIRST real debate over an issue 
in the new Legislative Assembly 
took place August 15th. 

It concerned a Bill defining what 
the Assembly’s powers, privileges 
and immunities should be. The de¬ 
bate went like this; 

Bd Howard; "Mr. President, I have 
some information that 1 think is of 
very great importance concerning 
this Bill. 

'If my time should expire before 
I’ve completed presenting it, I 
would hope the House might give 


MORE THAN 30 Norfolk Island 
competitors and helpers flew to 
Suva, Fiji by chartered Norfolk 
Island Airlines flights on August 
24th for the 1979 South Pacific 
Games. 

The team, organised and supported 
entirely by residents and local 
organisations, is Norfolk’s first 
ever for the Games. 

Australia tried to block a team 
fro m going, but when Games auth¬ 
orities said Norfolk had every right 
to compete, the Commonwealth 
backed down with a grudging state¬ 
ment that it would not try to prev¬ 
ent die teams’ going. 

After grumbling and head-scratch- 
ing at lower Government levels, 
Australia’s Department of Foreign 
Affairs finally stated the Common¬ 
wealth’s official verdict in May; 
"The Australian Government does 
not wish to raise any objection to 
participation of Norfolk Island in 
the South Pacific Games, it being 
noted that the Games are a non¬ 
governmental activity. 

"Norfolk island’s participation in 
the Games has no bearing on the 
international status of Norfolk 
Island, i.e. that it remains an 
integral part of Australia, " the 
statement concluded. 

It was the first known time that 
the Commonwealth had claimed, in 
an official statement, that Norfolk 
is "an integral part of Australia", 
and the statement is in clear conflict 
with the Norfolk Island Act, which 
was being made into law at about 
the same time. 

The Act, amended after strenuous 
objections from Council, says that 
Norfolk is "a territory under the 
authority of Australia". 


me leave to present all of it. 

"There are many matters that the 
Assembly is dealing with, especial¬ 
ly in these early days, in which we 
have been guided by recommenda¬ 
tions from distinguished and exper¬ 
ienced advisers who have come 
from Australia to help us. This Bill 
is one of these matters. 

"We first saw it yesterday morning. 

'It provides the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly with powers, privileges and im¬ 
munities equal to those of the House 
of Representatives and the House of 
Commons. 


The Games team includes; 

Athletics; Allen Bataille, Neville 
Bigg. Dilly Grube, Stephen Herbert, 
April Quintal and Ray Tullner. 

Men’s Bowling; Bill Adams, Lyal 
Hutchinson, Norman LeCren, Keith 
Furton, and Dan Yager. 

Women's Bowling: Joyce Dyer, Pat 
Herbert, Doodoo LeCren, Enid Plant 
and Jean Vincent. 

Men’s Golf ; Jim Olsson, Kevin 
Olsson, Ross Reynolds and Dennis 
Sterling. 

Women's Golf .: Dolly Christian, 
Naomi Christian and Maria Swynen- 
burg. 

Squash: Garry Robertson. 

Vachting ; Peter Ely and John Pears- 

Accompanying the team are Team 
Manager Tom Lloyd, athletics coach 
Ernie Christian, Radio Norfolk 
broadcaster Roger Newman and film¬ 
maker Roy Smith. Roger, former 
sports editor of The News, will 
provide an account of the Games for 
our readers in the next issue. 

The Island's participation in the 
Games was highlighted by Pacific 
Islands Monthly in its August issue. 

"One team in the games line-up 
which Australia probably wonders 
about, “ said PIM, "is Norfolk Island. 
Some see political overtones in its 
participation - including some 
Norfolk Islanders. But basically it’s 
a question of philosophy. 

"No matter how legally Norfolk 
Island may be tied to Australia, as 
the recent Norfolk Island Act passed 
through the Australian Parliament in 
Canberra emphasises, Norfolk 
Islanders see themselves as part of 
the South Pacific community. Why 
shouldn’t they be there?" PIM ended. 


"That sounds on the surface per¬ 
haps like a not terribly important 
bit of window-dressing - perhaps ad¬ 
ding to the Assembly's dignity. 

'It was proposed by our Austral¬ 
ian advisers that we pass the Bill 
urgently, with little or no debate, 
even though we have practically no 
understanding of just what powers, 
privileges and immunities it will 
give us. 

'The third clause of the Bill that 
we are now dealing with declares 
that certain privileges, immunities 
and powers should be in our hands. 

"lust what are these powers and 
privileges and immunities? 

"I enquired from one of our visit¬ 
ing Australian advisers yesterday 
and I was told it was too difficult 
lo list them. 

'1 was told they are not exactly 
set out in clear laws. 

"I was told that the best way of 
getting some idea of what these 
powers, privileges and immunities 
are would be to study the world’s 
most authoritative printed source 
of information on parliamentary 
procedures which is Erskine May's 
book of that name. 

It’s a historic book - it has 
about 1100 pages - it was publish¬ 
ed about 140 years ago - it has now 
gone through 19 different editions. 

"During the lunch-hour yester¬ 
day, and again after our afternoon 
meeting yesterday, I did my best 
to study die relevant parts of this 
massive'book... 

'1 find that we would gain the 
right of freedom of speech in this 
Assembly. I think everybody on 
the Island - and certainly all of us - 
would agree that’s a valuable thing 
for us to have. The Norfolk Island 
Council had it -- I think it's essen¬ 
tial that debate and discussion is to 
be open and free. I have ho quar¬ 
rel at all with that privilege. 

T then began finding that the 
powers and privileges and immunit¬ 
ies we would be granted under this 
Bill include many other things, and 
as I began reading about them I 
found myself shocked and alarmed 
and distressed. 

This Bill will grant each of us, as 
members of this House, immunity 
from arrest on any civil matter. 

'It will grant us the power to prose¬ 
cute anyone who speaks offensively 
of the Assembly or of us. 

It will give us the power to re¬ 
quire anyone on this Island - require 


N.I. TEAM GOES TO FIJI 
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them - to come into this Chamber 
and he questioned on anything we 
want to question them about, and 
.require diem to answer whether 
their information is private or 
confidential or not. 

The Bill would give us the pow¬ 
er to arrest people - - take diem 
into custody - - not through a 
Court but through our own action. 

'Our powers under die Bill are 
to include the legal right to break 
down the doors of private homes 
on this Island and enter. The term¬ 
inology in May’s 'Parliamentary 
Procedures’ is the right of ’break¬ 
ing outer doors'; 

This Bill would give us the pow¬ 
er to impose fines -- not triiial 
fines but heavy fines --on people 
on this Island. 

'It would put in our hands not 
as a Court put as this Assembly die 
power to put people -- citizens of 
this Island --in prison for periods 
as long as three years. 

It would give us the power to 
put people on trial before us as though 
we were a Court, without that per¬ 
son being entitled to legal counsel 
to represent and help him. 

"We are being asked, in taking on 
these parliamentary privileges, pow¬ 
ers and immunities, to take on part 
of an old culture which exists in 
England and Australia. 

"We, on Norfolk Island, are in¬ 
heritors of a Very special culture of 
our own. It’s very different frorp 
the culture of other places. It's the 
culture that began with the Pitcairn¬ 
ers. 

"About 140 years ago - about the 
time May's 'Parliamentary Proced¬ 
ures' was first being written - die 
Pitcairners established a set of laws. 
They were the first place in the Brit¬ 
ish Commonwealth to establish 
(omen's suffrage; they were die 
first place in die British Common¬ 
wealth to establish compulsory edu- 
ca tion. That's a distinguished heri¬ 
tage. 

"One of their laws was even more 
important than those. It's the first 
law of the Pitcairners. It defined 
the powers of the head of their gov¬ 
ernment. It said; 'He is not to 
assume any power or authority on 
his own responsibility, or without 
the consent of the majority of the 
people'. 

'It seems to me that that's a very 
simple definition of that priceless 
treasure which is democracy. 

The Pitcairners had it and it was 
taken away from them. 

'My hope is that this Legislative 
Assembly, during die course of its 
sittings, will have the wisdom and j 


the strength and the determination 
and the good luck to restore govern¬ 
ment by consent on this Island. 

"According to the Norfolk Island 
Act, it appears that this Assembly 
of ours draws its authority from the 
Australian Parliament. I frankly 
and personally do not accept that 
authority as valid. The valid auth¬ 
ority of this Assembly, so far as I 
am concerned, comes from die 
fact that the people of Norfolk 
Island elected us. We’re here to 
represent them. 

"And here we are in our first 
ordinary meeting proposing to as¬ 
sert incredible powers over the 
people who elected us, without 
their consent. 

"We are proposing to act toward 
the people of this Island just as die 
Australian Government has acted 
toward them over many years,with- 
out their consent. 

T don't think anyone questions 
the usefulness and the ri£ht of this 
Assembly to have freedom of speech 
in its deliberations, but we have no 
no need and no right to seize these 
other extraordinary powers that this 
Bill will create. 

'The Bill is brought before us as 
an urgent matter,.. 

"Standing Order 167. If the busi¬ 
ness committee considers that a 
Bill should be passed through all 
stages at one sitting of die Assem¬ 
bly because - 

.. first of all, hardship could be 
caused if it were not passed; 

.. secondly , that it is necessary for 
administrative reasons that it should 
pass; or 

.. thirdly, in its opinion there is no 
valid reason for delaying the Bill, 
the Bill shall thus be declared urgent 
and its passage expedited. 

'There is no conceivable hard¬ 
ship that can be caused if this 
Bill is not passed today. 

"1 spoke with Mr. John Ewens, 
the superb parliamentary draughts¬ 
man who is advising us and who 
left for Australia this morning - 
I saw him at the airport this morn¬ 
ing at 7.30 - and he tells me that, 
in his opinion,there is no adminis¬ 
trative necessity for the Bill to pass 
at this present time. 

‘ "As to the third qualification -- 
that there is no valid reason for 
delaying the Bill -- I submit 
that there is a powerful reasqn for 
delaying the Bill. 

1 don't think we know what pow¬ 
ers we are taking into ourselves in 
detail, and I think we should know 
them before we take them. 

"... I therefore would like to 


move an amendment to the Bill 
to Clause. 3. The clause reads: 

'It is hereby declared that the 
powers, privileges and immunit¬ 
ies of die Assembly' and so forth. 

I propose that after the words 
'declared that' in Clause 3, page 
2, line 1, we insert the words 
'in respect of the Assembly's 
freedom of speech and freedom 
of assembly'. 

'It may be that some of the other 
privileges and powers and immunit¬ 
ies that are available to the House 
of Commons and the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives are ones that we should 
have. 

To the best of my knowledge, 
none of those are urgent. 

'This amendment would make it 
possible for us to take on the free¬ 
dom of speech in this House - which 
I think we need; it would assure our 
freedom to assemble - which I think 
we need; but it would defer some 
of these extraordinary powers that 
we have not yet studied 

Duncan McIntyre; "I had come 
here today, having read through 
the Privileges Bill, and aware in 
general terms of the matters of 
which Mr. Howard has spoken. 

1 certainly was aware of the 
powers of a House exercising West¬ 
minster powers to issue a Writ, to 
take prisoners, to require witness¬ 
es, and so on. 

The reason for these powers, as 
was said, are embedded in history 
but the point that I had in mind in 
respect of these is that at an appro¬ 
priate stage in the future -- and I 
hope in the near future --we 
should look at some law to define 
the manner in which such powers, 
once they existed under this law, 
could be exercised. 

Tt seems to me they were invent¬ 
ed or declared by the parliament 
representing the will of the people 
in tumultuous times and for pur¬ 
poses that were necessary in the 
light of the times. 

In these days, it still may oc¬ 
cur from time to time that such 
power should be invoked. 

Tt seems to me that they per¬ 
haps shouldn't be invoked in a 
motion around the table, but that 
we should arm ourselves with 
some judicial advice within the 
Chamber. 

Therefore my original inten>- 
tion had been to pass the Act as 
it stood to-day and to adjust mat¬ 
ters later. 

"Having heard Mr. Howard's 
point put, it seems to me that 
there is ho harm to us in revers- 
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ing that procedure, adopting the 
amendment which protects us ful¬ 
ly in respect of freedom of speech 
and freedom of assembly, and de¬ 
claring the manner in which we 
wish to acquire the further powers- 
die extensive powers and indeed 
the power we hope never to use - at 
a subsequent meeting. 

"I think we have time for that. I 
think the amendment preserves to us 
At this time the things we need to 
proceed, and 1 too am concerned 
that the power to lock somebody 
up - the power to impose our will 
by a 5/4 vote upon anybody any 
bouse, any property on this Island - 
is something we could all sleep on. 

T think it may well be better if 
we all did sleep on it. 

'In that sense then, I support the 
amendment." 

Bryan Nunn: "Mr. Chairman, 1 
don't support the amendment. I 
believe these powers have been 
put there over the years for a pur¬ 
pose. 

1 cannot honestly believe that 
Anybody on this Island could think 
that such powers would be used in 
the manner in which Mr. Howard 
has stated they could be used. 

'1 am quite prepared at a later 
date that we look at this Bill and 
lee whether amendments should 
be made to the powers accorded 
dlls Assembly, but I would think - 
I would imagine - that people on 
this Island would understand that 
diis is a parliamentary procedure, 
or a Bill that has come down over 
the years. It's been created for a 
purpose which can arise in any 
community or nation, and it would 
never, never be used on this Island 
by this Assembly or by anybody 
else in the manner in which indeed 
it may be used, according to Mr. 
Howard and according to May's 
book. 

'1 cannot believe they would ex¬ 
pect it to be used this way, and 1 
would prefer that before we agree 
to any amendment we look very 
carefully at why these powers have 
been accorded to parliaments in 
the past, throughout all democra¬ 
cies as far as I know, and that as 
and when we see that we can de¬ 
lete these powers - or delete por¬ 
tions of these powers - we then 
delete them. We don't go back 
and then start to try and create 
something of which we know very 
little. We know very little of the 
reasons for them being there. 

1 would rather we accept what 
is die Westminster system and 
-which stands in all democratic 


nations, and then we look at which 
powers we feel are quite unneces¬ 
sary for this Island and we delete, 
and that people would trust us not to 
abuse such powers as may be in 
such a bill but to my knowlege 
except in the most violent circ¬ 
umstances, never used by any 
democratic nation." 

John Ryves; "Mr Chairman I have 
taken and considered Mr Howard's 
view very carefully. 

"I also consider the points put 
forward by Mr Nunn. 

"1 believe that what we are deal¬ 
ing with today is a set of-regulations 
which have been tried and tested in 
other places through the years . 

"1 believe the community on this 
island would have sufficient confidence 
in the Assembly members they elected 
that they would not abuse the privil¬ 
eges they are given. 

"It would be my intention Mr Chair¬ 
man to support the bill on the basis 
of what Mr Howard has presented on 
the clear understanding that at the 
appropriate time, members of the 
Assembly can look at the bill to see 
if under May's book, that things 
may be deleted: in accord with the 
needs for Norfolk Island. " 

Bruce MacKenzie: "I certainly would 
not like to see this Assembly deviate 
from a well proven piece of legis¬ 
lation which has been used through¬ 
out the Commonwealth since feder¬ 
ation and prior to that by the 
House of Commons. 

"I feel that we are not competent 
enough to change these rules and I 
believe they have been long standing 
throughout the Commonwealth and I 
would not even in the future support 
any amendments." 

Gilbert Jackson: "I also support the 
bill because if we examine every 
detail in every bill, that came before 
this house, we'll be here for ever and 
ever tearing it to pieces, debating 
it piece by piece and I most likely 
would say that never on this island 
some of the statements that Mr 
Howard has made here in this house 
would ever happen because our 
people are peaceful people and if 
any attempt to step outside the 
bonds of this present bill before us 
the electors would soon let us know. 

"They're the ones that will be the 
judge of the future and I support the 
bill wholeheartedly." 


THE BILL passed, unamended, with 
all members in favour except Ed 
Howard and Duncan McIntyre. 


Basic plan of 
conservation 

THE OUTLINES of a long-awaited 
conservation plan for Norfolk have 
been recommended by the Director 
of Australia's National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Professor Oving- 
ton. 

In the two papers discussed by 
Council on July 4th, Prof. Oving- 
ton has described how the Island 
should go about protecting environ¬ 
mentally important areas and re¬ 
generating Norfolk pines, white 
oaks and other native hardwood 
trees. 

Dr. Peter Coyne, the resident 
representative of the Wildlife Ser¬ 
vice, told Council that the em¬ 
phasis in Prof. Ovington's think¬ 
ing was on co-operation and incen¬ 
tives. rather than restricting exist¬ 
ing fights of Norfolk residents. 

In the past Council has object¬ 
ed to some Australian-originated 
plans for conservation on Norfolk 
because they have been based on 
Australian authorities taking con¬ 
trol of some or all of die Island 
and dictating what can and can¬ 
not be done here. 

Prof. Ovington’s new outline 
avoids the contentious subject of 
who should hold powers of con¬ 
trol, and concentrates on what 
needs to be done, in the interest 
of the Island, residents and tour¬ 
ists. 

The programs he recommends 
could be carried out by the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly. The role of die 
Wildlife Service could be an edu¬ 
cational, technical and advisory 
one. 

Here is the text of Prof. Oving¬ 
ton's outline: 


A PLAN FOR THE REGENERATION OF 



Introduction 


The native trees - pines, white 
oaks and other native hardwoods - 
contribute substantially to the at¬ 
tractiveness of Norfolk Island's 
scenery. They are dying in large 
numbers, apparently reaching 
their life expectancy, and their 
deliberate replacement is neces¬ 
sary to maintain the beauty of Nor¬ 
folk Island's environment. Con¬ 
siderable progress has been achiev¬ 
ed in the establishment of Norfolk 
Pine by the Forester and his staff 
and any plan must take into ac¬ 
count the significant progress that 
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Las been achieved and the need 
for a co-ordinated approach. 

Tree Regeneration Strategy 

IT In order to facilitate die de¬ 
liberate regeneration of native 
trees throughout the Island, it is 
important to bring together all 
available information about each 
pecies. This will include data of 
the normal means of regeneration 
of each tree species, the abundance 
of seed production, germination re¬ 
quirements and success rates, and 
time of seed availability. 

2. Some species may be diffi¬ 
cult to propagate in large num¬ 
bers from seed, either because of 
poor seed production or because of 
difficulty in obtaining satisfactory 
germination. Alternative methods 
of propagating these species will 
have to be developed. 

3. Experience elsewhere in en¬ 
couraging tree-planting by private 
land-owners could provide useful 
ideas for application on Norfolk 
Island. Incentive schemes which 
have been used elsewhere include 
the provision of nee plants and 
technical advice, financial aid to 
cover planting costs, reduced tax 
incentives, public education on the 
community value of tree planting, 
special tree planting days and en¬ 
couraging schoolchildren to plant 
trees or to look after tree planta¬ 
tions. Although they have been de¬ 
vised in different circumstances, 
some may be relevant on Norfolk 
Island. 

4. A widescale tree-planting 
program for the Island will require 
propagation on a large scale of as 
many native tree species as possible. 
The desirable proportions of the dif¬ 
ferent species as well as their ease 
of propagation would need to be ta¬ 
ken into account to ensure that ade¬ 
quate numbers of the right species 
were available at the appropriate 
times. 

5. On public land regeneration 
of native tree species may be possi¬ 
ble without needing to resort to in¬ 
dividual* planting. Plans for regen¬ 
eration should be included in the 
management plan for each area of 
public land and that will entail 
measures to protect regenerating 
trees from grazing stock. 

6. An incentive scheme suit¬ 
able fix Norfolk Island should be 
prepared to encourage the planting 
of native trees on private land. 

This is most important since so 
much of the Island is privately 
owned or leasehold, and consequent¬ 
ly private land is often dominant in 
the landscape. Without incentives 



and encouragement, private land- 
owners are unlikely to replace na¬ 
tive trees dying or felled on their 
land. 

7. Closely linked with the incen¬ 
tive scheme there is a need to fos¬ 
ter public awareness of the import¬ 
ance of retaining native trees as an 
Integral part of the characteristic 
Norfolk Island landscape. If the 
public is well informed of the need 
to protect and replant native trees 
to preserve an attractive Island en¬ 
vironment, public co-operation is 
much more likely. This awareness 
progtam would need to be carefully 
structured to encourage the participa¬ 
tion of different community poups. 


PREPARATION OF A PLAN FOR THE 

enViroAnJentaLl'Y MroSOTr <5 n 
NORFOLK ISLaNDT - 

Introduction 

An attractive landscape is one of 
Norfolk Island's greatest assets and 
a major attraction to tourists. 

Many areas on Norfolk Island be¬ 
sides contributing substantially to 
the scenic beauty of the Island have 
considerable value for nature con¬ 
servation. These areas will become 
increasingly Important to the Isl¬ 
and and their protection can be jus¬ 
tified on both economic and aes¬ 
thetic grounds. 

The preservation of the Norfolk 
Island landscape requires commun¬ 
ity awareness of die issues and com¬ 
munity involvement, both officially 
and privately, in the protection of 
Norfolk Island's natural heritage. 

The following actions provide the 
basis of a conservation strategy. 
Conservation Strategy 

1. An inventory fs needed bf all 
areas of environmental importance 
to provide a data bank for decision 
making and to serve as a measure 
of change. For each area data 
should be systematically recorded, 
these data would Include name (if 


any), location, size, land tenure, 
topography, vegetation, fauna, 
soil, features of importance, his¬ 
tory of land use, stability, pressure 
for development, nature conserva¬ 
tion Values .atfdpoteatial for dif¬ 
ferent uses. 

2. On die assumption that the 

r available resources *ill be inade¬ 
quate to introduce adequate man¬ 
agement on all the areas simultan- 
eously, the various areas should be 
classified in order to establish prior¬ 
ities and develop a long term inte¬ 
grated plan. All areas may need 
some management input but inten¬ 
sive management may initially 
have to be confined to those areas 
where it 1$ most urgently needed. 

3. Management procedures 
need to be developed based on 
sound conservation principles and 
appropriate to particular situations 
and the management resources 
available for each location. 

4. Some areas of private land 
are likely to be of such value en - 
vironmentally that their re-pur- 
chase for the public benefit is justi¬ 
fied. Normally such areas would 
be purchased when they become 
available on the market, but ocr 
casionally earlier negotiation with 
the owner may be justified. De¬ 
cisions need to be made whether 

to repurchase private land, and if 
so, which areas should be purchased 
when available, and which, if any, 
should be the subject of direct ne¬ 
gotiation with the owners. In 
some cases landowners may prefer 
to retain ownership of the land but 
be willing in the community in¬ 
terest to institute special conserva¬ 
tion measures under some kind of 
management agreement whereby . 
they are given assistance. 

5. All publicly-owned land 
should be managed in accord with 
good land use principles. Bearing 
in mind environment and conserva¬ 
tion needs for each area a manage¬ 
ment plan should be prepared and 
be available for public comment. 
Examples of aspects of manage¬ 
ment which need to be considered 
for each area include: control of 
grazing control of weeds, means 
of encouraging regeneration, use 
by people (including provision of 
facilities and access). 

6. An incentive scheme should 
be planned to encourage private 
landowners and lessees to protect 
areas of environmental significance. 
Various kinds of incentive schemes 
have been developed elsewhere and 
these would need to be reviewed 
and their applicability to Norfolk 
Island determined. 
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NEWS FROM 

THE OTHER ISLANDS 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 



SET TERRITORIES 
FREE, FORUM ASKS 

STRONG SUPPORT for self-det¬ 
ermination in the remaining terr¬ 
itories and colonies of the South 
Pacific was voted at the 10th 
annual meeting of the South Pacific 
Forum in Honiara, Solomon Islands, 
on July 9th. 

Following debate on France's 
continued colonial rule of French 
Polynesia and New Caledonia, heads 
oi government and ministers from 12 
independent Pacific countries voted 
on a resolution that read, in part - 

" Noting the desire of Pacific island 
peoples, including those in French 
territories, to determine their own 
future, the Forum reaffirms its belief 
in the principle of self-determination 
and independence applying to all 
Pacific island peoples in accordance 
with their freely expressed wishes. 

"Accordingly, the Forum calls on 
the metropolitan powers concerned 
to work with the peoples of their 
Pacific territories to this end. H 

The resolution was passed, with 
only Australia and New Zealand 
voting against it. 

An earlier part of the resolution 
welcomed "the progress being 
made in the New Hebrides towards 
independence" and expressed the 
hope that all major political groups 
in the New Hebrides would work 
closely together in preparing for 
independence, scheduled for next 

year. 

The New Hebrides sent two ob¬ 
servers to the Forum meetings, 
who were welcomed. In view of 
forthcomeing independence, the 
New Hebrides was admitted to the 
Forum in an "observer" capacity. 

But the Forum declined to give 
official observer status to the 
Federated States of Micronesia 
(FSM) which had expressed interest. 
Although a new constitition came 
into effect in the FSM last May 10th, 
giving them full self-government 
including power over external 
affairs* the Forum noted that the 
FSM was still a part of the U.S. 

Trust Territory of the Pacific, and 


would not become independent until 
1981. Observer status for the FSM 
would be premature, the Forum 
decided - but agreed to let the island 
group join the Forum's economic 
body, the South Pacific Bureau for 
Economic Co-operation. 

The South Pacific Forum was org¬ 
anised by recently-independent 
Pacific islands countries ten years ago 
because the long-existing South 
Pacific Commission prohibits 
discussion of political issues and is 
dominated by the large metropolitan 
countries with interests in the Pac¬ 
ific. 

The countries represented at the 
Honiara sessions were the Cook 
Islands, Fiji, newly-independent 
Kiribati (formerly the Gilbert 
Islands), Nauru, Niue, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 
Tuvalu (formerly Ellice Islands) 
and Western Samoa - in addition 
to Australia and New Zealand, 
which have ordinary membership 
like the rest. 

The Forum thumped the United 
States for its reported plans to store 
atomic waste material at Wake, 
Palmyra or Midway Islands. 

"The Forum notes that the United 
States is currently examining the 
possibility of storing spent nuclear 
fuel in the Pacific region and expr¬ 
esses its grave concern at the poss¬ 
ible environmental hazards," the 
meeting resolved. "The Forum 
strongly condemns any move to use 
the Pacific as a dumping ground for 
nuclear wastes and urges the United 
states to store its nuclear wastes in 
the U. S. A. continent." 

The meeting welcomed the form¬ 
ation of the Association of South 
Pacific Airlines, of which Norfolk 
Island Airlines is a member. The 
Association will make recommend¬ 
ations on such matters as the ration¬ 
alisation of airline routes, schedules 
and equipment. 


SAVING CULTURE 

THE PRESERVATION of traditional 
living arts in Oceania was the theme 
of a regional Symposium organised 


by the South Pacific Commission 
(SPC) and the United Nations Educ¬ 
ational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) in Port 
Moresby, Papua New Guinea in 
July. 

The symposium recommended that 
Pacific Island countries identify 
and institutionalise cultural activ¬ 
ities essential to the preservation of 
Pacific Islanders' cultural identity 
and their spiritual well-being. 

In particular,. it recommended 
the use of traditional architectural 
forms and motifs in public buildings. 
It also recommended that Govern¬ 
ments provide technological facil¬ 
ities to conserve Oceanic arts, and 
that a Pacific Museum Association 
be formed. 

The symposium discussed the ro’ 
of the mass media in preserving 
Oceanic arts, and recommended 
that the media provide more inform¬ 
ation and greater coverage of 
Oceanic cultural events. 

The symposium noted the valuable 
role of both school and informal 
education in preserving the tradit¬ 
ional living arts. It recommended 
that Governments incorporate 
teaching of traditional arts into 
their education systems, and that 
local island language programmes 
be established in schools in the 
Pacific Islands. 

The symposium considered the 
valuable role of the South Pacific 
Arts Festival in promoting the 
cultural traditions of the region and 
helping Pacific Islanders to under¬ 
stand each others' cultural heritage. 
It recommended that smaller region¬ 
al and national arts festivals be 
held in the intervals between South 
Pacific Arts Festivals. 

The symposium considered that 
there should be wider exchange of 
information between organisations 
concerned with Oceanic arts such 
as SPC, UNESCO and the Pacific 
Arts Association. It recommended 
that there be increased exchanges 
between Pacific Island countries 
and territories of students and of 
cultural exhibitions and perform¬ 
ances, and that in order to achieve 
this SPC and UNESCO consider 
establishing a permanent secrerwial 
to support and promote artistic 
endeavours. 

The symposium was attended by 
participants from Australia, the 
Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynes¬ 
ia, Hawaii, New Caledonia, the 
New Hebrides, New Zealand, Niue, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Island, 
Tonga, Wallis and Futuna, and 
Western Samoa. 
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Symbol of 



Good Taste 


H. G. BROWN & SONS HAS ACHIEVED A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE MOST 
RESPECTED WINE AND SPIRIT HOUSES IN AUSTRALIA. 

IT TOOK A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF EXPERTISE, AND AN UNERRING 
INSTINCT IN DISCERNING THE POTENTIAL OF A YOUNG WINE. 

IT TOOK A LARGE MEASURE OF CONSIDERATION AND KNOW-HOW IN 
BEING ABLE TO SELECT ONLY THE FINEST IMPORTS FROM COUNTRIES AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

AND IT TOOK THE FORESIGHT AND ACUMEN TO BUILD A COMPANY 
THAT TODAY CARRIES THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF AUSTRAUAN 
AND IMPORTED REGIONAL ESTATE WINES ON THE EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA. 

OUR WINE LIST IS AN INSIGHT INTO OUR CONSTANT VIGILANCE OF 
QUALITY. 


Some of the wines you will 
enjoy most on Norfolk Island 

























Norfolk 

SEVEN NORFOLK Island residents 
are back from a world trip which 
included a five day visit to the Isle 
of Man to witness the celebration 
to commemorate 1, 000 years of 
continuous parliamentary govern¬ 
ment. On July 5th, Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth 11, opened a 
Special meeting of Tynwald, an 
outdoor parliament on a hill which 
goes back to Viking days. 

Amy Bathie, Maude Buffett, Lottie 
Clifton, Dollie Christian, Dayall 
Christian, Joyce Christian and Pam 
Hattersley all made the jet pilgrim¬ 
age to the island. 

Norfolk’s ties to the Isle of Man, 
half way around the world in the 
Irish Sea, might seem rather slim 
but historically, they are signific¬ 
ant. Especially if your name is 
Christian. 

Fletcher Christian himself was 
born at Moorland Close, several 
miles from Whitehaven which was 
the seaport in Cumberland used for 
communication with the Isle of Man. 

His brother's family and heirs have 
lived there for generations. In fact, 
there are more Christians on the 
Isle of Man than on Norfolk. 

Another man, definitely tied in 
with the history of Norfolk Island, 
born on the Isle of Man was Captain 
Bligh. The conflict, off the coast 
of Tahiti in 1789, between Fletcher 
Christian and Bligh caused the famou; 
mutiny which lead eventually to the 
formation of a community on Pit¬ 
cairn Island and eventually, the 
settlement of Norfolk Island by the 
Pitcairners in 1856. 

The Isle of Man went through long 
periods of domination by outside 
powers. There were two eras of 
Scandinavian domination, before 
and after the conquest of the island 
by Godred Crovan in 1079. The Vi¬ 
kings had settled and ruled the isl¬ 
and in 800 - and ruled Dublin as 
well. There was English interven¬ 
tion early in the 13th century, and 
then the island fell into the hands 
of Scotland. 

Alexander III of Scotland tried to 
get Norway to cede the Isle of Man 
to him - and eventually the island 
did go to Scotland, and to England 
100 years later. It was shuffled 
back and forth between the two until 
1333 when it was granted to the 
first Earl of Salisbury as his absolute 
possession. His son later sold the 



island to Sir William Le Scrope who 
was beheaded by Henry IV. The is¬ 
land then went back to the crown 
and was eventually granted to Sir 
John Stanley, his heirs and assigns 
in 140b. There were more politic¬ 
al struggles for several centuries but 
finally, in ,18o6 the Manx people 
obtained home rule and flourished 
after that. So, like Norfolk, they 
have a history of trying to gain 
political freedom. 

As on Norfolk, for many years 
there was no income tax on the isl>- 
and. Up until 1918 the only form of 
tax was customs and excise. Income 
tax was introduced but it is lower 
than the mainland - 20. 5 per cent. 

The Isle of Man, like Norfolk, is 


Horjfoflc 

WITH ALICE HOWARD 


constitutionally unique. It is not 
actually a part of the United King¬ 
dom - it is a possession of the Crown. 
There is a lieutenant-governor, like 
our Administrator, who is appointed 
by the Crown. He presides over an 
Upper House and has some veto 
powers. The Lower House, called 
the House of Keys is one of the most 
ancient legislative assemblies in 
the world. The two houses sit 
separately as legislative bodies but 
also sit in Tynwald Court as dist¬ 
inct bodies with co-ordinate powers 
to sign bills and transact executive 
business. At the recent celebrations 
Queen Elizabeth presided at a 
special meeting of Tynwald, the 
outdoor parliament. In Viking days 
new laws were proclaimed from the 
top of a hill - the very same hill 
on which Tynwald sits today. 

"The actual Tynwald Ceremony 


LIVING 

on July 5th wa; full of pomp and 
circumstance, " says one of the 
Norfolk contingent. "The Queen 
and Prince Phillip arrived to a 22 
gun saluted They had a great wel¬ 
come at the airport. The Royal 
c oaches and horses were sent over 
for the occasion. " 

"The military tatoo was spectacul¬ 
ar - the best I've ever seen." 

'There’s no immigration policy. 

You just have to prove you’re not 
a burden to the community, " she 
said. "And the climate is lovely. " 

"It's actually similar to Norfolk 
in some ways," she continued. 

"It is a possession of the Crown of 
England. Thirty-three miles long 
and twelve miles wide. There are 
lots of bays and creeks. It is all 
mountain, sea and glen. The 
westerly winds are wild. Hillsides 
rise directly from the sea." 

"They have their own building 
stone - lime from carboniferous 
rocks. There are no lakes, lots of 
heather, gorse and ferns. There 
are no snakes, lots of snipe and a few 
rabbits. 

"Apples and pears don’t grow 
very well." 

"We stayed in the Hotel Metro- 
pole," she continued, "overlooking 
the ocean and promenade at Douglas. 
There are hotels all along, the wat¬ 
erfront and tourists are catered for 
extremely well. There are many 
bus tours and excursions. Tourism 
is the main industry - same as 
Norfolk." 

"The people were so friendly. 

There were many shops, not duty¬ 
free, mostly filled with souvenirs - 
many from Taiwan. There was no 
pushiness." 

"The town of Douglas is much 
more developed than our Kingston. 
There are horse-drawn trams 
through the streets and a train that 
goes all around the island. The air 
service is excellent. ” 

"Half a million tourists a year 
travel to the island which has 
tO, 000 residents. " 

"There are cabbage trees but no 
Norfolk Island Pines.’’ 

"There even is a remarkable 
difference in the amount of rain¬ 
fall on different parts of the island - 
same as here, and some on the 
island are complaining because 
they want their wages on a parity 
with Britain's." 
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AUGUST 1979 will be remembered for 
years to come as an eventful, excit¬ 
ing time in Norfolk's history. The 
month began with with the holding 
of the elections to the new Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly; not only was die 
Assembly new, but also the method 
of voting. 

The nine members were duly elect¬ 
ed and die opening Of die Legislative 
Assembly took place in the afternoon 
of Friday 10th August. The school- 
children were pleased as they had 
been granted a half-day holiday to 
commemorate die occasion. 

Another exciting occasion in conn¬ 
ection with the opening of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly was the visit of HMS 
Norfolk, a British cruiser which bad 
been engaged in exercises north of 
New Zealand with ships from the 
Australian, New Zealand and Amer¬ 
ican navies. What^a coincidence and 
how appropriate that the vessel should 
call at Norfolk, even for only a few 
hours, at this particular time. Many 
saw die ship's helicopter first which 
preceded the ship. It landed at 
Kingston, was loaded up with fencing 
equipment which it quickly whisked 
over to Phillip Island where it will 
be used by the Conservation Officer, 
Peter Coyne, to build protective 
fences around the trees he is planting 
there. 

The children's school finished at 
11.45 a.m. and many were met by 
their parents who then tpok them down 
to Kingston to watch HMS Norfolk 
cruise past i n its way to Cascade. 
There was so much for the children 
to see. The helicopter was just 
about to take off again from the oval 
and the ship gave an eleven-gun 
salute as it went past Kingston to 
commemorate the inauguration of 
the new Assembly. Those watching 
were most impressed t'. the way in 
which the ship then turned about 
almost in its own length. The heli - 
copter left Kingston to pick up the 
captain. Captain Hutton, from the 
ship to bring him ashore to meet 
the Administrator and President of 
the Legislative Assembly. 

There was time then for everyone 
to have their lunch before die 
activities of the afternoon began. 

One had a choice of either listening 
to the ship's band and watching a 
game of football on the oval or going 


on board the ship. With a family of 
boys you can imagine what their 
choice was. So it was off down to 
Cascade at 2 p.m. to stand in the 
queue ready to be transported out 
to HMS Norfolk. First we had to 
wait until the ship's football team 
and members of the band had come 
ashore then the government launch 
and a number of local boats were 
kept busy taking people back and for¬ 
th during the afternoon. What a 
thrill it was for the children to 
wander around the ship and look 
at all the sophisticated equipment; 
the missile launching equipment, the 
guns, the helicopter and jeep. In 
one part of the ship one of the crew 
was dressed in jungle camouflage 
unifrom and on the deck in front of 
him was a display of die different 
types of guns. Of course the child¬ 
ren thought this was terrific. They 
were able to see the well-equipped 
kitchens, the canteen type servery 
and from the menu displayed the 
crew has quite a good choice. Also 
listed was a summary of the week's 
intake - 320 dozen eggs, imagine 
that, and there are 480 officers 
and crew on board. 

At the invitation of die captain, a 
number of local residents were 
invited on board later on in the 
afternoon to meet the officers at a 
cocktail party. It was a bit hair- 
raising getting on and off the ship: 
one had to judge it just ri#it so that 
we didn't end up with wet shoes 
and legs. It was a most enjoyable 
"adventure" - the officers were 
very hospitable and friendly. As 
the guests left the ship the crew was 
busy preparing for its departure to 
Suva, Fiji. 

That leads me on to what I'd like 
to tell you about next - die contingent 
of Norfolk Island people who left 
that same day to represent the Island 
at die South Pacific Games. On the 
Thursday, led by Dilly Grube who was 
holding the flag of the Amateur 
Athletic Association, the contingent 
marched through the middle of 
Burnt Pine in their uniforms. It was 
quite a moving sight - they all 
looked so smart in their green 
blazers with the pine tree motif on 
the pocket, dark green shirts, white 
slacks and shirts with white shoes to 
complete the outfit. 

A number of supporters 


nave also gone to Fiji to cheer on 
the Norfolk team. It is really 
terrific that Roger Newman has gone 
over from die radio station and 
already he has relayed two reports 
bact to Norfolk. It was interesting 
to hear over Radip Australia yester¬ 
day a news broadcast from Fiji 
in which Tom Lloyd was Interviewed, 
Norfolk participating for die first time. 
Also Roger was able to tell die 
people here on Norfolk of the 
marvellous time the whole Norfolk 
contingent had as guests on board 
hMS Norfolk last Monday evening. 
They were assured that there would 
by many supporters from the ship 
present at the Games to cheer on 
the Norfolk team. I believe Dilly 
is the first contestant to take part 
on Thursday morning (29th August) 
in the long-jump. What a marv¬ 
ellous experience for them all and 
we know they will be trying their 
hardest to bring back some medals 
for Norfolk. 

I believe mountains of bread are 
being consumed by the 20 or so 
scouts camping for the first week of 
the holidays at Bumboras. From all 
accounts they're having a whale of 
a time and have rigged up a flying 
fox. Today is Open Afternoon and 
I guess die boys will be pleased to 
see their Mums arrive laden with 
some home-baking. 

Similarly, the Guides are in camp 
also. Their original camp-site was 
soggy from all the rain we've had so 
they are now camping in Allan 
Bataille's garden. Those Brownies 
who've turned ten joined them 
yesterday. I know they were really 
excited at the prospect of camping 
with the Guides. 

Wonder who will be voted "Father 
of the Year" ? The competition 
organised by the Wives and Mothers 
Club has been creating a good deal 
of interest in the Burnt Pine shopp¬ 
ing centre. Children from the age 
of 4 to 8 were invited to draw or 
paint their idea of their Dad. Then 
the public is invited to make its 
choice by placing a monetary vote 
in die boxes provided. I wish you 
could see the paintings - there are 
sportsmen, gardeners, cowboys, 
some with lots of hair, some without 
any. The display board has been 
moved down through the shopping 
centre. The most popular Dad" and 
the junior artist will be announced 
at a barbecue and disco dance this 
coming Friday night. 

With all the different activities 
planned and a junior football team 
arriving from New Zealand on 
Saturday, the school holidays will 
be over all too quickly. 
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EDITORIAL 


GOVERNMENTS TEND to make a great to-do about 
their importance. When they do, the real attitudes and con- 
ceriq of the people tend to be overlooked. 

The inauguration of Norfolk’s new Legislative Assembly 
was celebrated last month. Perhaps never in British history 
has so august and elaborate a group of ceremonies been held 
to commemorate a new legislature which has such intricate 
procedures, so comfortable and historic a meeting-house, and 
so little actual authority. 

Gathered around a piano, singing old songs with gusto 
after an elegant private dinner, a happy group here enjoyed 
the good feelings aqd bonhomie surrounding the creation of 
the Assembly. There were 12 in the group, arms locked in 
comradeship. Two were from Norfolk. Ten were from Can¬ 
berra. 

The Assembly's opening ceremony was impressive, rit¬ 
ualistic, and - apart from a good-natured remark by the 
Speaker of Australia's House of Representatives about what 
a heavy night eveiyone had had the night before • dignified. 
About 125 distinguished guests, unable to fit into the Assem¬ 
bly chamber, were invited to watch the proceedings on closed 
circuit television in other rooms in the building. Only a hand¬ 
ful were Pitcairn descendants. 

A ceremonial ball was held afterward at Raw son Hall. 

A pleasant crowd attended, honoured to share the company 
of Australia's Governor-General and Lady Cowen. The hall 
looked handsome and the evening was a good one. It was a 
pity that most of the Island stayed home. 

At the Assembly's first real business meeting the follow¬ 
ing! week, the first ten minutes were formalities. As the 
people of the Island listened to their radios to hear what the 
new body would begin doing, the meeting was suspended for 
an hour while the Assemblymen and their officers presented 
themselves to the Administrator over at Government House. 

When they resumed the members dealt with only two 
matters on which there was any controversy. They voted 
7-2 to take onto themselves all the personal powers, privi¬ 
leges and immunities that belong to members of Australia's 
House of Representatives, and many that bebng to members 
of England's House of Commons. And they voted 4-4, the 
President abstaining, to reject a new flag for Norfolk Island. 


WHAT HAS ALL THIS TO DO with the ordinary 
people of the Island? Unfortunately, very little. "Maybe 
they'll do some good, " said one resident afterward. "If they 
wear wigs and robes we could charge tourists to look at them, 
and maybe raise some money that way." 


Ceremonies, pomp and. circumstance have their place. 
But like perfume, they ought to be inhaled rather than swal¬ 
lowed. Now it is time for the Assembly to stop the minuet, 
and start acting with the serious, hard-working concern for 
Norfolk island that distinguished the last Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil. As it does so, the Assembly should recognise four blunt 
facts about itself, which the people of the Island can see 
quite clearly. 

One of these is that the Assembly seems to have started 
off with an almost fawning acceptance of Australian ways, 
and a surprising readiness to drop the plain-spoken, simple, 
direct Norfolk style of doing things. If the Assembly persists 
in this it will lose contact with tte people - and people, 
not the Legislative Assembly, are what this Island is all about. 

A second blunt fact is that the Assembly seems to have 
started off with more concern about its own comforts, privi¬ 
leges and financial rewards than for the taxpayers who will 
have to keep the Island in the black. This issue will be de¬ 
bated when the first Supply Bill comes before the house. As¬ 
sembly members who believe people should willingly pay 
$80, 000 a year more for the Assembly than they did for the 
Council had better be able to present convincing evidence 
of what the people are getting for their money, and whether 
it is in fact good value. 

A third blunt fact is that a substantial part of the As- 
sembly's membership can be seen to have a conflict of inter¬ 
ests. Such interests need not necessarily collide, but what 
happens when they do? Which will take precedence? Loyal¬ 
ty to the public service, or loyalty to Norfolk Island as a 
whole? Norfolk's interests first, or the interests of Australia 
first? Please the Minister and the Administrator, who have 
very great powers - or please the electors, who have little 
power? It is easy to dismiss these as merely hypothetical 
concerns, but the people know better. They know that there 
come times when a man must decide which one master he 
serves. 

The fourth blunt fact about the Assembly is that it may 
not have the one credential that it must have to be valid: 
the authorisation of the people, using an elective system 
they trust, to act on behalf of the people. A referendum is 
to be held, probably next month, in which the people will 
say whether they trust the elective system Mr. Ellicott forced 
them to use. Until the people have spoken, each Assembly 
member has only a tentative right to office, given to him 
by the Administrator's swearing him in. In a truly demo¬ 
cratic government, which is what this Island has been strug¬ 
gling to regain for 83 years, that tentative authorisation 
isn't worth the paper it's written on. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Peuol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Imurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shaven. Home & personal care product* 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Can. truck* and motorcycle* 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyre* 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Moweu, rotoboes, home gardnen 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pen control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavatoo, hoe*, all 

j agricultural implement* 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



FROM ONLY $31.95 
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$390,100.°°IN THE RED! 

THE NEW ASSEMBLY’S FIRST BUDGET -- FULL DETAILS ON THE BIGGEST DEF: 
EVER. WHICH IS EXPECTED TO WIPE OUT NEARLY hALF OF NORFOLK’S SAVtt 

Is Norfolk distinct? NEW POLICY 

FIVE-MAN MAJORITY IN THE ASSEMBLY REJECTS COUNCIL'S LONG POL 
OF PROTECTING THE ISLAND'S DISTINCTNESS FROM AUSTRALIA 

NORFOLK AT THE GAMES 

ROGER NEWMAN, WHO WAS AT SUVA AND DEUBA COVERING OUR TEAMS, 
SUMS UP HOW WE DID - AND WHERE WE GO FROM HERE 

ELECTION ANALYSIS 


AUSTRALIA'S PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION SOCIETY ShOWS WHAT 
HAPPENED IN THE VOTE-COUNTING AT NORFOLK’S LAST ELECTION 


BUILDING CLAMP-DOWN 

STOP-WORK ORDERS ISSUED ON ALTERATIONS BEING MADE WITHOUT 
OFFICIAL APPROVAL: BILL BLUCHER SAYS "THE LAW STILL APPLIES" 


plus: 

NORFOLK FLAG WILL BE VOTED ON AGAIN... MORE LIQUOR LICENSES?... KEVIN 
WILLIAMS DEFENDS THE ASSEMBLY'S POWERS... "NORFOLK LIVING" INTERVIEWS 
THE WILTSHIRES. .. HELEN'S RECIPES... "IN BOND"... AND "LETTER FROM HOME" 


"No man is good enough to goveri 


nother man without that other's consent" 


Lincoln 



COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 

We are hard to find because we're back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 

other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look- ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 

ing for us because we have 1; 000s of items at old- folk Pine. 

fashioned prices that yob'll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES. JADE., OPALS, AGATE, CO.RA L, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- S?TrVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED N A T U RA L S H E LL IE W ELLE RY -- STERLING ? S' I L V E R„*A N D GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS --GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 




THE ASSEMBLY TAKES OVER - 40% OF NORFOLK'S PAST SAVINGS TO BE USED UP IN FIRST YEAR 

THE BUDGET: BIGGEST LOSS EVER! 


NORFOLK'S ADMINISTRATION 
Ians to spend $390,100 mote than 

expects to take in this year. 

Althou^i this would be far the 
sggest deficit in the Island's his- 
ory, President and Chief Minister 
javid Buffett commended the plan 
to the Legislative Assembly on 
September 5th, saying it was "a 
proper reflection of die needs of 
the government of Norfolk Island 
or the community of Norfolk Isl¬ 
and. 

T hasten to say that it doesn't 
mean, if these estimates are achiev¬ 
ed, that die Island is broke," he 
said. 

He pointed out that the Revenue 
Fund - the savings carried over from 
past years - stood at $915,394. 

Financial results fos the year end¬ 
ed June 30, 1979, have not yet 
been published, but the increase 
in the Revenue Fund Indicates that 
it was one of Norfolk’s better years 
financially, with a surplus of 
$175,000. 

Unless the Assembly finds ways 
to hold expenses down or increase 
revenues, it Will see more than 40<fc 
of all the Island’s past savings spent 
in the Assembly’s first year of opera¬ 
tion. 

Until now the Island’s worst loss 
year was 1975/7% when there was a 
deficit of $229, 000. 

That "loss” included paying for 
a large new electricity generator 
and other capital improvements for 
the Island totalling $&9, 000. 

The only unusual capital expense 
in the Administration's plan for this 
year is new telephone exchange 
equipment expected to cost $30, 000. 

An unusual item of past expense 
will have to be met this year and 
iext because •Norfolk's payments 
for the salaries of N.S. W. teachers 
sent to the Island are being brought 
up to a current basis. In the past 
N. S. W. has been re-imbursed a 
year or so afterward. »This means 
that the Island will have to get 
caught up on salaries from the past, 

well as paying current ones. The 
catch-up is understood to involve 
around $150,000 this financial year, 
and perhaps a bit more die next 
yeai^ 

Assembly members Ed Howard, 
3rian Nunn and Duncan McIntyre 
said they would support passage of 
the budget because the Administra¬ 


tion had to keep operating, but that 
they thought the planned deficit 
was far too high and should be cut 
down as promptly as possible. John 
Ryves supported the idea of a review. 

Mr. Buffet affeed that 
there would be a full-scale review 
of the plan over the next three 
months. 

A revised budget should there¬ 
fore be debated at the December 
Assembly meeting. 

The costs of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly Itself were debated. They 
are planned to total $102, 000 for 
the year, as compared with the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council's annual salar¬ 
ies and costs of around $15, 000. 

The budget as approved by the 
Assembly includes pay of $14,000 
for the Chief Minister. $8. 000 for 
the Deputy Chief Minister and 
$4. 000 each for the other seven 
Assembly members. 

'None of the nine of us knew, 
when we offered ourselves for elec¬ 
tion, what the pay would be for 
the job, ” Ed Howard said. 

1 think that if we had expected 
the pay to continue at the old Nor¬ 
folk Island Council levels, all of 
us would have offered ourselves for 
election Just the same. 

1 am opposed to such high allow¬ 
ances for us Legislative Assembly 
members, and 1 think they ought to 
be publicly reviewed and debated. 

Tm concerned about them be¬ 
cause I think it* the end of a very 
long Norfolk Island tradition of com¬ 
munity service. I think it's the 
start of a new attitude of everyone 
wanting to be paid at commercial 
rates for what he does. I think 
that's a deplorable change in philo¬ 
sophy, and I think it will do a great 
deal of damage to the way of life 
on this Island." 

to Assembly presidency 
a full-time Job? 

He also thought it should be pub¬ 
licly debated whether the presiden¬ 
cy of the Assembly was actually a 
full-time job. 

"Any job can take full tiine, " he 
said, "but in the Interest of keep¬ 
ing government on this Island small 
and in the interest of keeping our 
costs down, I think the presidency 


normally ought to be a part-time 
job. 

"To be fair, David Buffett, Whom 
we've elected as our president, had 
to withdraw from his job with the 
Norfolk Island Public Service, and 
it may be that die community should 
therefore want to see that he has a 
full-time living wage as president. 

Unfortunately that may be taken 
to set a precedent, which is that if 
the presidency is to be a full-time 
job always, from now on, .then it's 
going to be open only to people 
who are able and willing to quit 
their present jobs completely... 

He went on to s*y that he thought 
it should also be publicly aired that 
"the president of this Assembly, in 
my mind, has not quit his public 
service job completely, he has 
the right to walk back into it at any 
time, whether the public service 
needs him at that time or not. 

"This is in conflict with a very 
serious Intention in the Norfolk 
Island Act. Mr. Elllcott wrote the 
Remuneration Tribunal several 
months ago saying 'such persons 
must resign from the public service'. 
The purpose was to keep a com¬ 
plete separation between this As¬ 
sembly and the public service. 

“That's been set aside in the new 
Public Service Ordinance... 

Gilbert Jackson said the matter 
had been debated by the Assembly 
in a private committee meeting. 

“I don’t know if Mr. Howard is 
grand-standing to the public, in¬ 
dicating that he is prepared to f . 
work under die same conditions. ... rf! “ 

'He should have told the public, 

Mr. President, that he is continual¬ 
ly editing his paper from inside 
this Assembly... 

"No (me asked for this remunera¬ 
tion that’s been suggested to the 
Assembly members, and I certain¬ 
ly have put in more time as indi¬ 
cated that the same members be¬ 
fore, under the Assembly elections 
as indicated that we would spend 
more time thfn the old Councillors 
did, and ail nine members can 
bear that out - that we are putting 
in more time. 

If there's any time to be lost, 
for sure • die members concerned 
to be giving good government of 
the Island - well, they should be 
rerauhetat^ for it, and compen- 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



'Road ft Track’ 

magazine says * Every so oftkn a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years: the 626 * 


ARRANGE FOR 


TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 


DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Profrttor: J. W. MTZPATMCK 



VHERE THE MOHEY GOES: spending approved by assembly for the period 5/9/79 - 30/6/80 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Salaries and Payments in the 

Nature of Salary 


Salaries, Wages and Allowances 

$333, 000 

?ost Office - Salaries, Wages 
and Allowances 

Philatelic - Salaries, Wages 

48, 900 

and Allowances 

65,600 
~2477550 

Total Sub-Division 101/1 

A dm inis tra tive Expenses 

Travelling and Subsistence 

7,500 

Office Requisites ai}d Equipment, 


Stationary and Printing 

28,500 

Postage, Cables, Telephone Service 

16.100 

Motor Vehicles 

Office Cleaning, Fuel Light 

6. 000 

and Power 

1,800 

Incidental Expenses 

Printing and Distribution of 

15,400 

Stamps 

133,400 

Total Sub-Division 101/2 

266,760 

Tourism 


Grant to Tourist Board 

35,000 

Total Sub-Division 101/3 

—55T655 

TOTAL DIVISION 101 .. 

691, §00 


COURTS AND LANDS 
S alaries and Payments in the 
Nature of Salary 
Salaries, Wages and Allowances 
Total Sub-Division 102/1 
Operational Expenses 
Travelling and Subsistence 
Office Requisites - Equipment, 
Stationary and Printing 
Cables and Telephone Services 
Motor Vehicles 
Office Cleaning, Fuel, Ligfit 
and Power 

Incidental Expenditure 

Total Sub-Division 102/2 
TOTAL DIVISION 102 . . 

POLICE 

Salaries and Payments in die 
Nature of Salary 
Salaries, Wages and Allowances 
Total Sub-Division 103/1 
Administrative Expenses 
Travelling and Subsistence 
Motor Vehicles 
Incidental Expenditure 

Total Sub-Division 103/2 
. TOfyL DIVISION 103 . . 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Salaries arid Payments in die 
Nature of Salary 
Salaries, Wages and Allowances 
Total Sub-Division 104/1 
Administrative Expenses 
Public Library Service 
Broadcasting Services 

Total Sub-Division 104/2 
TOTAL DIVISION 104 . . 


31, 000 

HTffio 

3,600 

500 

500 

500 


2,000 
500 
7. WO 


41,400 

-4T7I00 


10,000 

5, 000 


~ ! T . "W g 
■'58 .“6(5 


16,200 
“i 5,266 

2,500 

6,200 

TTO 

24, 900 


NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY --- 

Salaries and Payments in the V- - 

• Natu re °f Salary ’ . 

Salaries, Wages and Allowances including 


Allowances to Members 92,200 

Total Sub-Division 105/1 92,2 00 

Legislative Assembly Expenses 

Other Expenditure 10,700 

Total Sub-Division 105/2 l6,766 

TOTAL DIVISION 105 . . 102, §00 


EDUCATION 

Salaries and Payments in the 
Nature ol Salary 
Salaries, Wages and Allowances 
Total Sub-Division 201/1 
Administrative Expenses 
Travelling and Subsistence 
School Requisites and Equipment 
Stationary and Printing 
School Cleaning, Fuel, Light 
and Power 

Administrative Costs, New South 
Wales Department of Education 
Incidental Expenditure 

Total Sub-Division 201/2 
Other Services 
School Bus Subsidy 
Bursaries, Scholarships and 
Traineeships 

Maintenance of Buildings and 
Grounds 

Total Sub-Division 201/3 
TOTAL DIVISION 201 .. 

HEALTH 

Salaries and Payments in the 
Nature of Salary 
Salaries, Wages and Allowances 
Total Sub-Division 202/1 
Administrative Expenses 
Travelling and Subsistence 
Medical and Dental Requisites 
Motor Vehicles 
Incidental Expenditure 

Total Sub-Division 202/2 
Other Services 
S ubsidy for Norfolk Island 
Hospital Board 

Maintenance of Hospital Buildings 
and Grounds 

r 'Total Sub-Division 202 /3 
TDTAly DIVISIONS, 202 . . 

WELFA$jfc SERVICES 

SocTaTSfeyices '- > ' 

Payment ol Special Allowances 
Total Sub-Division 203/1 
Medical and Hospital 
P ayment of Medical and Hospital 
Expenses for Special 
Allowance Patients and 
Australian Pensioners 

Total Sub-Division 203/2 
TOTAL DIVISION 203 


329.800 

~ ~ SS S. ~ ff66 

9,800 
16, 600 
6. 900 

13,300 

2.700 
49, 300 

8.700 
8,900 

15,700 

412,400 


82,600 

-W.'66'0 


4,000 

6,200 

3.700 

4.700 

■ rs;m 


16. 000 


5.000 

"151,660. 

122,200 




61,600 

irrm 


78. 300 
78,~ 300 
139. 900 
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Here is one of the 
world’s great watches. 


I cmzENt^ARTZ ULTRA-SLIM 


O CITIZEN 

a full range at 

- PRENTICE S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 



VHERE THE MONEY GOES: SPENDING APPROVED BY ASSEMBLY FOR THE PERIOD 5/9/79 - 30/6/80 


REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 


Extraction of Timber 

6,200 

Salaries and Payments in the 

Nature of Salary 

* 211,100 

Maintenance and Operation of 

Tanalith Plant 

13, 900 

Salaries, Wages and Allowances 

Total Sub-Division 302/3 

2d, 100 

Total Sub-Division 301/1 

211,100 

TOTAL DIVISION 302 . . 

$5, 000 

Administrative Expenses 

Travelling and Subsistence 

2,300 

CAPITAL WORKS AND SERVICES- 

Workshop Requisites and Stores 

13, 900 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


Vehicles and Plant - Maintenance 
and Running Expenses 

18. 500 

Buildings and Works 

Preparatory Plans for New Liquor Bond, 


incidental Expenditure 

9,300 

Post Office and Customs Office 

5. 000 

Total Sub-Division 301/2 

44, 000 

Roads - Reconstruction and Sealing 

108,400 

Other Services 

vlaintenance of Roads, Bridges 


Development of Reserves and Public 

Places 

3, 000 

and Public Places 

75, 400 

Minor New Works 

2,700 

Maintenance of Buildings, Other 


Total Sub-Division 401/1 

119,100 

Structures and Grounds 

38,200 

Plant and Equipment 


Total Sub-Division 301/3 

113,600 

Vehicles and Mobile Plant 

34,200 

TOTAL DIVISION 301 . . 

368.700 

Automatic Telephone Service 

30, 000 

FORESTRY AND AGRICULTURE 


General Services 

Furniture and Fittings 

31,000 
34, 300 

Salaries and Payments in the 


Total Sub-Division 401/2 

129, 500 

Nature of Salary 


TOTAL DIVISION 401 . . 

248, 600 

Salaries, Wages and Allowances 

34,000 i 

TOTAL SPENDING APPROVED 


Total Sub-Division 302/1 

34, 000 

SEPT. 5 

2,273,100 

Administrative Expenses 

Travelling and Subsistence 

500 

Funds already spent July 1, 1979 
to Sept. 5, 1979 

330, 000 

Motor Vehicles 

3,400 

Total budgetted expenditure for 


Incidental Expenditure 

1,000 

year ending June 30, 1980 

2, 611,100 

Total Sub-Division 302/2 

57500 

Expected total revenues for year 


Other Services 


ending June 30, 1980 

2,221, 000 

General Land Services 

6, 000 

Expected deficit 

390,100 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURA NGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 21 31 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Stop-work orders halt unapproved jobs 


A CLAMP-DOWN on unauthorised 
building or alterations on the Island 
began Friday September 21st when 
stop-work notices were placed on 
two Taylors Road Buildings. 

The Taylors Road buildings, rec¬ 
ently vacated by Vogue Boutique 
and by solicitor John Brown, apparently 
were being altered for use as tour¬ 
ist accommodation. 

Their owner won a court case 
recently concerning the conversion 
of several other shops, across 
Taylors Road, into tourist apart¬ 
ments. When the court ruled against 
the Administration, it was assumed 
on the Island that the Building Ord¬ 
inance had been shown to be 
powerless. A number of residents 
started new buildings or alterations 
without following the Ordinance's 
requirements for getting approval 
first. 

The Government Gazette of 
September 20th had carried an 
announcement from Deputy Chief 
Minister Bill Blucher drawing 
attention to the fact that much 
building or alteration requires 
approval in advance. 

Can be demolished 

'In many cases such work, if 
commenced without approval, can 
be required to be stopped and 
demolished, " the statement said. 

"Failure to observe such require¬ 
ments can lead to the prosecution 
of the owner, builder and tradesmen 
and to penalties of up to $100 per 
day for each day an offence cont¬ 
inued, in addition to the demol¬ 
ition of the illegal work." 

The statement pointed out that 
private homes and agricultural 
buildings are generally excepted 
from most of die requirements of 
the Ordinance. 

Continues to apply 

"It is expected that the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly will shortly be 
considering possible -changes in the 
law concerning buildings, " Mr. 

Blucher's notice said. "Meanwhile 
the present Building Ordinance 
continues to apply until it is 
altered." 

Under the existing Ordinance, the 
Administrator holds sweeping 
powers over much new construction 
or alterations. The Norfolk Island 
Act includes "building control" 


as one of the items in Schedule 2, 
which means that the Administ¬ 
rator is now bound to use his Build- 


AN APPLICATION by Norfolk 
Island Airlines to start scheduled 
flights between Melbourne and 
Norfolk three days a week has been 
turned down by Australia's Minister 
for Transport, Mr. Peter Nixon. 

The airline's plan had been exam¬ 
ined and approved at lower Aust¬ 
ralian Government levels, includ¬ 
ing the Queensland and Victorian 
regional offices of the Department of 
Transport, and Health, Customs 
and Quarantine authorities. 

Mr. Nixon disapproved the prop¬ 
osal on the grounds that it would 
not bring any significant fare red¬ 
uction for Melbourne-Norfolk 
passengers, and that it was not 
creating a service for a new mark¬ 
et. 

Melbourne visitors to Norfolk can 
make the trip in one day by catch¬ 
ing a 6.45a.m. flight to Sydney 
and switching to East-West. If they 
want added assurance that they will 
make the connection in Sydney, they 
fly to Sydney die night before - 
adding to their hotel and transport 

The proposed Norfolk Island Air¬ 
lines service would have left Melb¬ 
ourne at 8,30 a. m.. re-fuelled at 
Lord Howe while passengers had 
lunch there, and arrived at Norfolk 
at about 2.30p.m., the same time 
as the East-West flight arrives from 
Sydney. 

The fare proposed for the flight was 
$216, compared with fares for the ex¬ 
isting Melbourne-Sydney-Norfolk run 
of $222. 30 in off-peak season, and 
$242.30 in the high season. 

The airline already holds a license 
to fly charter services between 
Melbourne and Norfolk, and plans to 
begin serving the route on that 
basis, with the first flight set for 
November 4th. 

A spokesman for the airline said 
Mr. Nixon’s ruling "appears to be 
obvious protection of East-West 
Airlines", and pointed out that a 
direct Melbourne-Norfolk service 
would have the same benefit for 
passengers as NIA's established Bris- 
bane-Norfolk service. 

Before the airline started flying 


ing Ordinance powers as the 
Legislative Assembly advises him 


from Brisbane, Queensland passengers 
had to fly to Sydney and change 
planes for Norfolk. Since the dir¬ 
ect flights began, Queensland has 
become a far bigger market for 
Norfolk holidays and has made up 
for a drop in visitors from Sydney. 

Some of the Sydney drop-off no 
doubt reflects Queenslanders' 
preference for the direct flight 
with NIA, which saves travel time 
and some cost. 

The airline plans to keep pursuing 
approval for scheduled flights 
from Melbourne. 

Chairman John Brown told about 
35 shareholders at the Annual 
General Meeting on September 19 
that the airline also plans to apply 
for regular flights between Nor¬ 
folk and "all nearby Pacific nat¬ 
ions. " 

Last year the airline flew chart¬ 
er flights to New Guinea. New 
Hebrides, New Caledonia, Fiji, 

Tonga and New Zealand. 

Shareholders were told that the 
airline's revenues were over $1 
million for the first time last 
year, reaching $1,342, 000. 

Profit for the year was $41, 000, 
including a $25, 000 quantity 
discount received from Hawker 
Pacific. Last year the result was 
a loss of $171, 000. 

The shareholders' meeting was 
smaller and quieter than'last 
year's. The board of directors- 
Mr. Brown, Bernie Christian- 
Bailey, Judy Jarvis, Ian Kenny 
and Phil Page - were re-elected 
for a further term. 

Mr. Brown said he hoped share¬ 
holders would "protest loudly" 
against any major upgrading of the 
Norfolk Island airport, beyond 
lightly sealing the grass strip and 
possibly insulting an instrument 
landing system. 

he described a large upgrading as 
"a tremendous threat to the air¬ 
line as well as to the Island itself." 

"Changes caused by upgrading 
could so alter the Norfolk Island 
environment and lifestyle as to 
completely destroy its tourist 
attraction." he said. 


"PROTECTION OF EAST-WEST", SAYS NORFOLK AIRLINES 

MELBOURNE FLIGHTS NIXED 
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Norfolk 

Flag 

A BILL to adopt a flag for Nor¬ 
folk is set to be debated and 
voted on the October 3rd meeting 
of the Assembly. 



The Bill was introduced in Sept¬ 
ember. Following the procedure 
for all but urgent legislation (which 
can be passed in a single Assembly 
sitting) debate on the flag was 
adjourned after the Bill had been 
introduced. 

The month's wait is designed to 
give residents a chance to get a 
copy of proposed new laws, study 
them and comment on them to 


Assembly members before voting 
takes place. 

A Bill for the flag was put to the 
Assembly as a matter of urgency in 
August, but was voted down bec¬ 
ause of objections from some mem¬ 
bers that the Assembly itself had 
not considered designs submitted 
by the public. Assembly members 
later reviewed all of the designs that 
had been received. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk’s premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 

When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment! MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way”; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ousie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to “Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to “freeway”; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit - - you'll want to return. 
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MORE LICENSES? 


WHAT THEY DID H™,. 


Lighterage charges - Bruce Mac¬ 
kenzie, member for works, an¬ 
nounced new rates of $9.25 per 
cubic meter or $10.48 per tonne. 
Island Budget - Approved Adminis- 
ttlli^H expenditure of $2,273,100 
between 5. 9.79 and 30. 6.80. 
Recoverable costs - Approved Pub- 
liclMoneys Bill No. 2, legalising 
Administration to pay certain ex¬ 
penses which are later able to be 
repaid by Australian Government. 
Ordinances Revision - Approved 
the correcting of three minor mis¬ 
takes in the Ordinances Revision 
Ordinance 1979. 

Norfolk Island Flag and Seal - Bill 
introduced, to be debated and vo¬ 
ted on at October meeting. 

Liquor licenses - Bill Introduced to 
remove the limitation of only 
tour licensed restaurants on the Isl¬ 
and and to allow Liquor Licensing 
Board to issue licenses as it thinks 


Sir* Over the weekend, I kept 
looking at the Norfolk Islander, 
and seeing the question on the front 
page, "Have we a culture to pre¬ 
serve?" Then I read on about the 
customs which have been lost and 
all 1 can say is "If one could only 
turn back the hands of time." The 
fittt question i will answer. Yes, 
Norfolk Island is quite different 
from Australia, and other countries 
for that matter. So many good 
qualities that could and should be 
preserved. I make mention of the 
biblical tenet. "Do unto others as 
you would have others do unto you." 
Another is, "Ask and ye shall 
receive. " Yesterday I had to ask 
over the radio station, if anyone 
could help me with gas. The res¬ 
ponse that 1 received was unbel¬ 
ievable from wonderful people 
offering to use fuel stoves and give 
me their gas; others offering to use 
frypans to help me. 

Where else in this wicked world 
would one find such generosity? 

A lot of people who don’t mix with 
the Islanders think we are no diff¬ 
erent. This is because we don’t 
talk about it. We are happy to be 
different. It is only those who care 
for us Islanders and mix with us who 
really know and understand us and 
our way of life. 

Re die customs which have gone by 
the board on Norfolk. I realise 
like many others, that a lot of the 


fit. To be debated and voted on 
at October meeting. 

Social Welfare allowances - Gave 
Assembly's support (5-4) to a $10 
per week increase in die allow - 
ance paid to elderly residents in 
need. 

Norfolk distinctiveness - Assem- 
bly voted (5-3, 1 abstention) 
against upholding Norfolk's eth¬ 
nic and cultural distinctiveness 
from Australia. 

Discussed - progress on new tele¬ 
phone exchange expansion; pow¬ 
ers, privileges and immunities 
of the Assembly; dumping at 
Point hunter; visit of H. M. S. 
Norfolk; workers compensation; var¬ 
iable registration fees for motor 
vehicles; third-party motor vehicle 
insurance; proposal for re-register¬ 
ing 1/12 of all vehicles each month, 
rather than all in March. 


Good Old Customs have disappeared- 
Sunday, which was a day of rest, 
and a day of worship. Public Works 
which were done by the men folk and 
which were thoroughly enjoyed by 
them. Why have they disappeared? 
Because the representatives (quote 
apart from a few) who were sent 
here to keep “Peace and Good 
Order, had the last say. Not the 
people who cared about the Island 
and its Traditions. I now come to 
the last if not least, "If one could 
only turn back the hands of time. " 

My reasons. 1 had been approach¬ 
ed years'ago by a very staunch 
Labor Man, to join him and his 
ideas, integrate Norfolk Island 
into the Australian system, bring 
in taxation and this way we could 
get rid of all die outsiders; many 
of whom he disliked. Unfortun¬ 
ately he overlooked one big fact¬ 
or which I pointed out quite clear¬ 
ly. Just as much as his heart was 
for Australia, mine is for Norfolk 
and my people, and friends of the 
Islanders. At approximately the 
same time 1 was told who would 
run Norfolk Island if a change 
takes place. 

Never in my life did 1 ever see 
a jig-saw puzzle so cunningly and 
expertly pieced together. 

To those who care: let us stick 
together and in all our doings, do 
it honestly. 

Elva. 


THE LIMIT of four licensed rest¬ 
aurants on the Island will be remov¬ 
ed later this month if the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly passes the Liquor 
Bill 1979 at its October sitting. 

The Bounty, Garrison, Hillcrest 
and Valley View restaurants are 
the only four with liquor licenses 
now, and the Liquor Ordinance 
1960 has prevented additional 
restaurants from becoming licens¬ 
ed. 

Through the use of special permits, 
other restaurants have been allow¬ 
ed to sell liquor on certain nights. 

The aim of the new law is to 
allow the Liquor Licensing Board 
to issue licenses to as many rest¬ 
aurants as the Board thinks may 
be in the public interest. 


CAROL PETITIONS 

CAROL Lorraine Adams, a candid¬ 
ate in the recent Legislative Assem¬ 
bly election, filed a personal petit¬ 
ion to the Supreme Court of Norfolk 
Island on September 21st, asking the 
Court to decree Ed Howard was not 
duly elected to the Assembly. Mrs.. 
Adams says that Mr. Howard had 
not been ordinarily resident in 
Norfolk for the required five years 
before nomination day for the 
election. 

The Court completed its latest 
session on September 17th, and if 
its past general pattern continues, 
would not be expected to sit again 
until some time around April. 


‘COMMITTEE* GONE 

PROCEDURES of the new Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly were simplified last 
month by the approval of changes 
to the "committee stage” of cons¬ 
idering new laws. 

As originally adopted, die Assem¬ 
bly's standing orders required the 
house to "re-form itself into a 
committee" when it reached the 
stage of debating a proposed law 
paragraph-by-paragraph. The 
President stepped down and die 
Deputy President took the chair 
during the committee stage. 

From now on the President will " 
stay in the chair (unless he chooses 
to have the Deputy President 1 take 
over, which he can request any 
time). The paragraph-by-para¬ 
graph debate will be called-the 
"detail stage", and radio listen¬ 
ers will be saved the confusion of 
wondering what "the committee'* 
was all about. 


Letter to the editor 
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‘PEI 1 PS PLACE* 

for 

DISCOUNT PRICES 

on famous 


Sunbeam 


gift ideas 
TAX FREE 



The end to stop/start food processing. It slices, shreds 
chips with continuous flow operation. No need to empty 
container for change of ingredient or change of function. 
Compact, light and performs all in-the-container 
like mixing, mincing, whipping and creaming. With 
switch and pulse button. Course and fine slicing and 
shredding discs, stainless steel chopping blade. Comes 
its own attachment storage kit. 


Sunbeam Roto-Grill** Rotisserie Oven RE1 

Rotisserie cooking of chicken, meat, fish, kebabs. 

Also toasts,roasts and grills. With 90 minute automatic timer. 


Delicious Barbeque chicken, meat, fish cooked to perfection. 
Also tasty kebabs and shlaslicks. Also toasts, roasts, grills 
and bakes. Features 90 minute timer and a 12 hour 
automatic programmer. 




SP»£*f 



SUNBEAM 
BURST-OF POWER 
BEATERMIX MIXE. 
PORTABLE JM7. 

3 mixing speeds 
with an extra 
burst of |)ower 
at the touch of 1 

a button | 

Lightweight. | 

compact In < 

Harvest 


SUNBEAM BURST-OF-POWER BEATERMIX MIXER ON 
STAND JM8. 

3 mixing speeds with an extra burst of power at the touch of a 
button. Compact mixer in white with stand and two glass mixing 
bowls. 


SUNBEAM MIXMASTER MIXER MX701. 

Check the features. 12 mixing speeds, famous 3-way beating 
action, convenient worklight, choice of two glass or stainless s 
bowls. Black or woodtone base, Includes a citrus juicer. 


SUNBEAM 

2-SPEED 

POWER BLENDER 
PB8. 

With the added control of a 
'Power Pulse' switch and 
Vortex action for thorough 
blending. Blend and store jar 
included. In two-tone green. 


SUNBEAM 8-SPEED POWER 
BLENDER PB698. With the added control of a 
Power Pulse’ switch and Vortex action for 
thorough blending. Blend and store jar included, 
decorator yellow and brown. 


SUNBEAM COMBINATION** GRILL GR9 

The all new, all at once, twice as fast, space saving, 

fat free, easy clean. Sunbeam Combination Grill. 




With two reversible non-stick hot plates, each ribbed on one side and flat on the other SUNBEAM TOASTA-MAGIC TOASTER TA11. 

Removable for easy cleaning. Deep drainage channels and separate drip tray for fat- Automatic toaster at an economical price. Compact shape, variable 
free grilling. Slide heat control and temperature indicator light. Four cooking positions; toast colour settings, in Sunset Red, Harvest Gold or chrome. 
Opened out flat for big family grills, both sides at once for super-quick cooking, 
one sided vertical to save on bench space, 
or suspended top-plate cooking - 
great open sandwiches. 


Sunbeam Powerhouse 
Can Opener CA12 

Powerful motor to open 
most size cans, quickly and 
without fuss. Also sharpens 
knives and scissors. 

With cord storage. 


SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR8. 

For scrumptious, flavour-sealed sandwiches or jaffles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has a 
3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
legs and a thermostat control with light. 



FIVE IN NEW HOUSE COMPLETELY REVERSE COUNCIL'S POSITION -- 


Norfolk distinct? Assembly votes ‘No’ 


A MAJORITY of five members of 
Norfolk's new Legislative Assembly 
voted in September to abandon the 
Norfolk Island Council's long fight 
to preserve the Island’s cultural and 
ethnic distinctiveness from Australia. 

Members in the group of five ar¬ 
gued that Norfolk is ethnically and 
culturally akin to Australia, that the 
Island's traditions had deteriorated 
badly, and that emphasising differ¬ 
ences between Norfolk and Austral¬ 
ia would not enhance the develop¬ 
ment of a good relationship with 
Australia. 

The Assembly vote reversed the 
strong stand taken by Norfolk Island 
Councils after the Nimmo Report in 
1976. 

The change in policy was made 
clear in the defeat of a motion that 
the Assembly "record the fact that 
Norfolk Island is culturally and eth¬ 
nically distinct from Australia" and 
recommending that these distinctions 
"be honoured, valued, respected and 
upheld" by the Assembly. 

The group that voted the motion 
down were president David Buffett, 
Gilbert Jackson, Bruce MacKenzie, 
John Ryves and Kevin Williams. 

Bill Blucher, Ed Howard and Dun¬ 
can McIntyre supported the stand 
of previous Councils and voted for 
the motion. 

Brian Nunn abstained from voting, 
saying that while Norfolk has cultur¬ 
al and ethnic distinctiveness, he 
thought the motion was provocative¬ 
ly worded. 

Gilbert Jackson put the main argu¬ 
ment against the motion, reading a 
lengthy prepared paper describing 
how the Island's former traditions 
had broken down. 

“When settlers move Into new 
communities, " he said, "they car¬ 
ry and implant new ideas, and 
modify the original community. 

"In this process old customs are 
sometimes lost. 

"Changes that have been taking 
place on Norfolk Island include the 
following- 

The barter system. This was 
still used up until the 1930s. Little 
currency was used in those days. 
Today Australian currency is uni¬ 
versally used, and millions of dol¬ 
lars pass ihrough each of the two 
banks annually. 

"Abstention from liquor. The 
Pitcairners and older Norfolk Island¬ 
ers were most abstentious, and a 
liquor prohibition law was intro¬ 


duced in 1913. As late as 1940, 
liquor could only be obtained on 
the production of a medical certi¬ 
ficate from the Government Medi¬ 
cal Officer. Today revenue from 
the liquor bond is one of the Isl¬ 
and's main sources of income. 

In the year 1977, the year ot Sir 
John Nimmo's report, 1978, this 
brought in more than a quarter of 
a million dollars. 

"Public works. Once men per¬ 
formed their public work regularly. 
But since the 1960s, no one has an¬ 
swered the public work call, and 
eventually the ordinance was 
changed so that men no longer have 
the option of working or paying, 
and in recent years working women 
have also become liable for the 
public work levy. 

"Sundays. Formerly this was a 
sacred day. No unnecessary work 
was done, no sport was played. 

The day was devoted to church¬ 
going and bible reading. Today 
shops are open and Sunday has lost 
much of its former significance. 

"Organisations. Earlier this cen¬ 
tury there were few organisations 
on Norfolk, mainly church groups 
and the Agricultural and Horticul¬ 
tural Society. Today we have the 
Lions, Rotary, Red Cross, Flora & 
Fauna Society, Conservation So¬ 
ciety, a branch of the Nursing 
Mothers Association of Australia, 
Arts Council, Country Women's 
Association, and now the latest 
group, the Quota Women's Club. 

All these bodies are affiliated or 
associated with mainland branches 
of world organisations. 

Akin to mainland 


The population today is ethni¬ 
cally and culturally akin to that of 
the mainland. Its economic and 
social links are with Australia. 
There is complete freedom of ac¬ 
cess between Norfolk Island and 
Australia. Indeed, the major in¬ 
dustry, tourism, is dependent on 
such access. 

"In the Norfolk Island Act 1979 
the federal government has recog¬ 
nised that the residents of Norfolk 
Island include descendants of the 
Pitcairn Islanders, the special re¬ 
lationship of the said descendants 
with the Island, and their desire 
to preserve their traditions and cul¬ 


ture; and in fact special provisions 
have been made for this in the 
allotment of responsibilities to the 
Executive Council." 

(Editor’s note; Mr. Jackson’s 
reference is apparently to the fact 
that i n the Assembly’s portfolios, 
"Cultural and traditions preserva¬ 
tion" was not assigned to any 
non-executive member, but was 
retained as a responsibility to be 
handled by president David Buf ¬ 
fet.) 

"Bounty Day. Much of the for¬ 
mer significance of this important 
Island anniversary has already 
been lost because Bounty Day is 
now part of Bounty Week, a series of 
entertainments and other events de¬ 
signed to attract tourists. This spe¬ 
cial day, formerly celebrated in iso¬ 
lation, has been surrounded by com¬ 
mercialism by the Bounty Week Cele¬ 
bration Committee, and will ulti¬ 
mately be exploited as just another 
tourist event. 

"So, Mr. President, how could I 
support this motion after this? Can 
I say we are culturally and ethnic¬ 
ally and distinct from Australia? 

’’How would we explain, after 
the two great wars, one of 1914 and 
one of 1939, when the ANZACs 
were formed between the New Zea¬ 
land and the Australian forces, 
where many Norfolk Island men 
fought with those two countries, 
and that name is a tradition today - 
ANZAC. Some paid the supreme 
sacrifice. How could we say we 
are culturally and ethnically and 
distinct from those two countries 
when they outnumber us in 
population? 

"Someone said our holidays here 
are different. Is ANZAC day any 
different? It is celebrated through¬ 
out the Commonwealth, and that 
day has reminded us of the supreme 
sacrifice of our Island descendants, 
our Pitcairn descendants, paid for 
their price, and are we to say that 
we're distinct from these people 
win helped us in a time of war?" 

Bill Blucher said he saw the mo¬ 
tion as a motion to establish or re¬ 
confirm what previous Councils 
had been trying establish - 
"and in fact did gstafciish* by resol¬ 
ution. ... 

It endeavours to preserve the 
uniqueness, of Norfolk Island, its 
distinctiveness and its identity.,. 

"Norfolk Island in my view .is 
distinct, it is unique. Ithas al- 
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ways had its own identity. 

"With due respect to Australia, 
and the people of Australia, 1 
have said in previous Councils 
that the people of Norfolk Island 
love and respect the people of 
Australia, probably more than any¬ 
where else in the world - but the 
fact remains that Norfolk Island 
is, always has been, distinct - 
from anywhere else, whether it 
be Australia, New Zealand, any¬ 
where. 

'It originated from the Pacific 
area. It didn't originate from 
New Zealand, it didn't originate 
' »m Australia, it didn't originate 
• England. It originated from 
the Pacific area, when the people 
from Pitcairn Island came to Nor¬ 
folk in 1856. 

'That’s where the distinctness, 
uniqueness, emanate from. 

"I agree that there are a lot of 
people who have inter-married 
people from different countries. 
That’s good. That's good for the 
Island. 

"But that doesn't get away from 
the fact that Norfolk Island is, and 
always has been, distinct - from 
everywhere... 

"There are Norfolk Islanders in 
this Assembly by birth. There are 
Norfolk Islanders in the Assembly 
by choice, because they want to 
live here, and they are accepted 
that way... 

"If we're Australians, then we 
must be aboriginals of some kind. 

'But we are Norfolk Islanders... 
the people of Pitcairn descent will 
always regard Norfolk Island as 
their home. The distinctness of 
their race and their identity are 
something we need to preserve for 
all time because that is part of Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"That is what attracts people to 
Norfolk Island: the uniqueness and 
the distinctiveness of the place... 

"1 do not see it as being used to 


one day say that the Assembly 
agreed to this, and here we are on 
the verge of independence. I don't 
think anybody in their right mind 
on this Island would want independ¬ 
ence. We must still remain a ter¬ 
ritory under the authority of some¬ 
where - at this particular stage, 
under the authority of the Common¬ 
wealth. It is under the authority 
of the Commonwealth that I see is 
probably the appropriate way. 

“But Norfolk Island is Norfolk 
Island, whether we like it or not. 

It's not Australia, it's not U. K., 
it's not anywhere else. It’s Nor¬ 
folk Island. ” 

Duncan McIntyre said the mo¬ 
tion should be supported for a num¬ 
ber of reasons - "The first of which 
is that it is true... 

'But it doesn’t seem to me to be 
true that Norfolk Island is the same 
thing as Australia - and I don't think 
you can suggest that the people 
who live on Norfolk Island add up 
to something that is Australian. 

The ninth Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil and the eighth Norfolk Island 
Council of which Mr. 'Ryves was 
a member, unanimously at times 
passed resolutions supporting the 
principles that are set out in the 
motion. That was done in a con¬ 
text of negotiation and clarifica¬ 
tion with the Nimmo Report. 

"The argument that followed 
from the Nimmo Report was funda¬ 
mental to the existence of this As¬ 
sembly today, and to the picture 
that Norfolk Island has of itself. 

The things that were said in support 
of that debate, by these Councils, 
completely endorse what is in the 
motion. 

"As a reflection of things that we 
fought hard for, and which bore 
fruit because we supported them, 
and as a record of matters that I 
don’t think are in dispute in fact, 

I completely support the motion. " 

John Ryves introduced a proposed 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-y' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they, enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

IhOUDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


amendment, replacing the motion 
with one that would record the 
"geographic and environmental" 
distinctiveness of Norfolk, and pro¬ 
posing that the Assembly should en¬ 
deavour to promote the Pitcairn 
cultural and ethnic qualities and 
"endeavour to find a place for these 
qualities in the progressive policies 
of government in the Island. " 

Ed Howard, who introduced the 
original motion, said it had arisen 
from the fact that the voting system 
the Island was required to use had 
elected for the first time a repre¬ 
sentative body with Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants in the minority, he said the 
Assembly ought to say to the Island, 
"Don't worry about mainlanders con¬ 
trolling the Assembly. We care 
about and respect Norfolk Island's 
distinctiveness, and we mean to 
protect it. ” 

He said Mr. Ryves' amendment 
was extraordinary in proposing to 
find a place for the Pitcairn qualit¬ 
ies in government policies. "We 
mainlanders have moved to the 
Pitcairners' homeland," he said. 
"We've been elected to the major¬ 
ity of the Island's representative 
body, and now an amendment is 
put that proposes that we 'endeavour' 
to find a 'place' for the Pitcairners. 

'Now isn't that wonderful! Isn’t 
that grand of us! How magnani¬ 
mous! What rot!" 

He gave examples of Australian 
efforts over the past 120 years to 
undermine the ethnic and cultural 
uniqueness of the Pitcairners, and 
said the amendment was a continua¬ 
tion of this long effort. 

The Assembly is being asked to 
erase the fact that Norfolk Island is 
ethnically and culturally distinct. 
There’s nothing new about that ef¬ 
fort. It's been going on for a long 
time. It’s Australian policy to do 
so. 

"The Assembly has a clear choice. 
I think we can recognise and honour 
Norfolk Island's cultural and ethnic 
distinctiveness - the culture and the 
ethnic background of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers - or we can toss the Pitcairners 
over Headstone, and start singing 
Australia's song. 

"Vote, gentlemen. Tell the 
people of Norfolk Island where you 
stand. ” 

Mr. Ryves’ amendment was sup¬ 
ported by Mr. Buffett and Mr. Jack- 
son, and opposed by Mr. Blucher, 

Mr. Howard and Mr. McIntyre. 

Mr. MacKenzie, Mr. Nunn and 
Mr. Williams abstained. With the 
vote tied, it failed. 

The original motion was then 
put and defeated. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / October 1979 


14 





‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 


HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 


In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 



Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 
It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaur an 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 











Every Friday Night at the Bounty Lodge - 

Mutineers’ Dinner 

► LIVE SINGERS 
►HALF-DEAD MUSICIANS 
►LOVELY SERVING WINCHES 
►OLDE ENGLISH 

FOUR-COURSE MENU 
►SINGING AND ROLLICKING 
Try a paralysing MARINER’S GROG 
-- Half Rum, Half Bilge Water 


iiountp Hobge Catotrn 


GREEK LEMON SOUP $1.30 VELVET MUSHROOM $1.30 
HOME-MADE CREAM OF CHICKEN $1.40 


BOSUN’S GRUEL.. .ENGLISH CHITLING 
PIE... LOWESTOFT PRAWNS.. .AYLES¬ 
BURY DUCK.. .PORK ’N’ PICKLES.... 
CANTERBURY LAMB.. .HARROW SYRUP 
CAKE... KENTISH APPLE PANCAKES 
ONLY $10.00 PER HEAD 



RING THE BOSUN FOR BOOKINGS AT 
BOUNTY LODGE TAVERN -2019 


LASAGNE $2.50 GARLIC PRAWNS $3.50 COQUILLES 
ST. JACQUES $3.00 NEW YORK PATE $2.25 DEEP - 
FRIED PRAWNS $3.50 BREADED SCALLOPS $3.00 


SNOWY MOUNTAINS RAINBOW TROUT $7.50 
CHICKEN AND MUSHROOM VOL-AU-VENT 55.25. 

WEINER SCHNITZEL $4.95 VEAL MARSALA $5.50 

YORKSHIRE SCHNITZEL $5.25 VEAL VERMOUTH $5.50 
DUCKLING BIARARDE 55.75 CHICKEN CHASSEUR $5.50 
RED EMPEROR MEUNIERE $4.75 SOLE A LA GREQUE $5.00 
CHICKEN KIEV 55.50 LASAGNE $5.00 

FILLET STEAK $5.50 BLACK EYE LOIN $5.75 

FILLET AU PATE $5.95 CHICKEN HONGROISE $5.50 

PEPPER FILLET $.5.50 VEAL CORDON BLEU $5,75 


MANDARIN SUNDAE $1.60 PEACH MELBA $1.60 
HARROWGATE GATEAU $1.60 BAVROIS STRAWBERRY $1.60 
DANISH APPLE PASTRY $1.60 DANISH FRUIT PASTRY $1.6( 
CREME CARAMEL $1.60 ICE CREAM WITH TOPPING $1.00 

CHEESE BOARD $1.75 per person 
COFFEE or TEA $.50 

JAMAICAN. IRISH. SPANISH or ROYAL COFFEE $1.50 


TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY and SATURDAY NIGHTS 
_(’Mutineers* Dinner* on Friday nights)_ 



PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOlSONhIE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women, and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue 'you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5<t a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. “ 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Tburs, open 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.'46-5pm. 
Accounts, reglscar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURriN BURNT PINET 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are doted. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
fine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EA8T-WEST/AIR N .Z : Burnt Ptae offlctj 
open 9-5 wielrityi, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


COLO Hy 


STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.80 



TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35* 


viy restaur 


A SPECIALTY - CHINESE MEALS AND TAKEAWAYS 


TaylorV Road opposite Rawson Hall 

1 . Y.0. ‘No Corkage Charge open 7 days --;;i 2-2 and 5.30t9.oo Paul Reidy, Proprietor 




BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they’ll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon’ 

■ 

Prentice’s; "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - 1230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
pefware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under \ mainland price." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers ahd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops In Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir; 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post; "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE ? 



BC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+^BC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978. THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S “SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND. ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SEIF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50<J. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 





Simply ingenious 


Introducing the Olympus OM-IO. 

But before you check into how little money it is, 
you should know how much SLR it is. The OM-IO is 
a fully automatic aperture-pfeferred compact SLR 
designed with the extraordinary simplicity Olympus is 
famous for. With features you’ve learned to expect 
from much higher priced SLRs: Or never expected 
from an SLR at any price. 

Until now, no camera in this price range offered 
electronic off-the-film exposure control (OTF). 
Measuring the light that actually reaches the film 
surface during exposures from 2 seconds to 1/1000. 

Until now, no camera at any price beeped in 
conjunction with a super-bright blinking LED during 
self-timer operation. 

Until now, you couldn’t enter the largest 
compact SLR system in the world—the OM system— 
for so little money. 


it's from 
Cameralines. 


you can 
depend on it 


AGFA-GEVAERT 


r : 

Th * Norfolk Island 


MON 

TUE 

WED 


1 

2 

3 


• Housie (LC) 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


■Film (Nik) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■ Film (Pds) 

I "Er-r^ 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 

i-©S3 



■N. 1. Assembly 
meets (A2pm) 

7 

8 

9 

10 

■Church services 

■housie (LC) 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 



■Film (Nik) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Film (MRT8.00) 

■C'dant’s Din (G) 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

14 

15 

16 

17 

■Church services 

■Housie (LC) 

■Films (Pds & LC) 



■ Film (Nik) 

• Housie (RSL6pm' 

■Film (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

21 

22 

23 

24 

■Church services 

■Housie (LC) 

■Films (Pds & LC) 


*Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Film (Pds) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

28 

29 

30 

31 

■Church services 

■Housie (LC) 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 


■ Film (Nik) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 

■Film (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

4 

■housie (LC) 
■Srri'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

5 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


12 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

6 

■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■ housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 



18 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


19 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


20 

■ SDA service 

■ Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


25 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


26 

.■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


27 


•SDA service 


■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 
October 10th, 1774: Captain Cook discovered and named Norfolk Island. 

October 30th, 1857: Gov. William Denison, on his first visit to Norfolk, proclaimed 
the "39 Laws" for Norfolk - having asked if the people would agree to them. 

October 31st, 1856: Gov. Denison proclaimed Queen Victoria's Order-in-Council 
making Norfolk Island a separate a distinct settlement in the British Empire. In the 
legal opinion of R. J. Ellicott, Q. C. (1975) this separate and distinct status could only 
be altered by, or pursuant to, an Act of the British Parliament. 


LOCATIONS 

A -N.T, Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7 th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS r AMTDAI IKiro 

ON NORFOLK ARE L AM ER ALIN ES 


AGFA-GEVAERT 






You can get motor driven speed at a sensible price. 


Above : The Minolta XG-2, 
a loaded’ little camera. 

The XCi-2 is comfortably compact and 
offers both automatic aperture-priority and 
full manual control. 

And that item attached to its base is one 
of the smallest and lightest camera-winder 
units ever made. It attaches to the camera in 
seconds, without the need to remove an 
access cover. It will give you motorised op¬ 
eration at speeds up to two frames per sec. 

The camera’s viewfinder has solid-state 
LE1J exposure indication for under/over, 
as well as shutter speed indicator and a 
‘flash-ready’ signal. The 200X Electroflash 
designed especially for use with the camera 
automatically sets maximum Xsync speed 
when the shutter is released. You get perf¬ 
ectly exposed flash pictures. 

The camera has a unique ‘touch-switch’ 
on the operating button that turns on the 
metering system when touched by the user’s 
finger. The ten second delay self-timer is 
also solid-state, and actually signals, by rap¬ 
id blinking, as shutter dose approaches. 

The newiy-designed electronic shutter 
features an electromagnetic release that 
yields very quiet and smooth operation 
and makes remote control easy and positive. 

The fast new Rokkor lenses are identical 
to those fitted in the Minolta XD-7. 


The Minolta Hi-matic G : 
a point and shoot camera. 

This is a camera that does all the work 
for you. It is a light, compact, rangefinder 
type, fitted with an electric eye that meas¬ 
ures the available light through a CdS cell 
and sets the exposure for you. 

Despite its compact size, it delivers full- 
frame 35 mm transparendes or negatives. 

It has a simple to use flash system, with 
both hot shoe and cord contact. 

The Rokkor 38mm /2.8 lens gives edge-to 
edge sharpness. Very few cameras of this 
type give such consistent and balanced 
results. It is a great beginner’s camera, since 
under and over exposure warning marks are 
clearly visible in the excellent viewfinder. 

Because you don’t need ancillary lenses 
or other gear, it’s perfect for travelling. 


At right : a unique camera. 
The Minolta 110 zoom ; 
still the only one of its kind. 


This is the world’s first single lens 
reflex with the convenience of a pocket 
camera. Ail you have to do is drop in a 110 
cartridge, focus and shoot. 

The razor sharp Rokkor lens has a built-in 
zoom, so you can choose wide angle or tele¬ 
photo shots of your subject without moving 
from where you stand. It also has extreme 
dose-up (macro) capability. 

When you put the viewf inder to your eye, 
signals tell you whether the shot you want 
is possible. If not, you simply change setting 
until the camera signals - ok\ 

Shutter speeds are from K) seconds to one 
thousandth of a second, all automatic, but 
you can over-ride them manually if you like. 

It comes with its own soft pouch and a 
handy collapsible lens hood. Fit 
a flash to the hot 
as 


Below : the Minolta 470, one of 
the smallest pocket models yet. 

The programmed electronic shutter oper¬ 
ates at speeds from 2 to 1 /1000 of a second 
and provides perfect exposures automatical¬ 
ly under an unusually wide range of lighting 
conditions, due in part to the camera’s 
ability to accept high speed ASA 400 film. 

Focusing is provided by a continuous 

slide control and a built-in 
close-up lens, good 
down to 50 cm. Lens 
is a Rokkor 26mm 
73.5 (optical glass). 
The Pocketflash 110 
was developed for 
with the Minolta 470. 


MINOLTA 


ALL ON NORFOLK NOW, 


AT NORFOLK prices, at Cameralines 




SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,. and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an Intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, Inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the Operation of a - 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale -of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty . J 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual 9am of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who Is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
Only, sending data tma ded by the . 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in i windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the. 
water was flowing.! the mill-pcnd 
and milk,ruin are in 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mijl (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It-was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, “You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their afth.lntem#. affffrsHe recom- 
menifed'that tEis be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions n^ight damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible foe administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect.- Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, die Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
said that a new form of government 
would be worked out in collaboration 
and consultation with the Council 
and the people. He then began 
some five months of secret discus¬ 
sions with the Council, at the end 
of which he introduced a new Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill into the Australian 
House of Representatives. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 


ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 
included Australia’s power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk’s control; Australia’s ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and die continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia In 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia within six months 
and Australia retains full power to 
make any laws it likes on the Isl¬ 
and, without representative gov¬ 
ernment. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979. 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only lam' and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk’s 200- 
mile' ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl- 
i and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

Objections to Norfolk's new form 
of government have been made 
by the Society of Descendants of , 
the Pitcairn Settlers, and by the 
United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia - whose president described 
the 'self-government* provisions 
of the new law as "a charade". 

What most of the people of the 
Island seem to want is to be left 
alone— to support themselves, 
and govern themselves - leaving 
Australia the authority to manage 
the Island's international obliga¬ 
tions and agreements as Australia 
thinks best. Tensions between the 
Island and the Australian Govern¬ 
ment will probably continue until 
Australia eventually honours the 
U.N. principle that no people can 
• fairly be ruled without their consent. 



NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00, 12. 30, 1.00, 2. 00, 2. 30, 3. 00, 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.00 


MONDAY 

9.15 Round the Horn 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

5.30 Little Listeners 

7. 05 Children’s Story 
8.00 Noel 

9. 00 Feature 

TUESDAY 

9.15 Open Window-Know 
Your Neighbour 

10. 05 Film & Show Music 
10. 30 Norfolk Is. Hospital 

Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 
12.05 Ticker Tape & 
Phone 

1.30 Uniting Church Prog. 
2. 00 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Colin 


5.30 Little Listeners 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.30 Out of the Mouths 

of Babes 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 

8 . 00 Family Hour 

9. 00 Destruction Factor 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 
2. 00 (On Assembly day) 

N.I. Meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

5.30 Little Listeners 

7. 00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir Goes Into 


10.05 Oasis of Shalimar 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Trukking Time 

5.30 Little Listeners 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

Jamboree 

7.00 (On day after Assem¬ 
bly) 

Assembly Re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of Light Clas¬ 
sical Entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dr. Findlay’s Case¬ 

book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Portrait of Queen 

12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. Relay 


4.30 Katrina 

5.30 Little Listeners 
7.00 Fine Music All 

Around 

SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust. & Local News 
•10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Goons 

12.00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 
1.00 Radio Aust. Relay 
(Saturday Sports) 

7.05 Story Time 
8.00 Quiz Kids 
9. 00 My Word 

9.45 Country Music 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. Relay 
7. 00 Sunday Radio - 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers’ Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners’ 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say different. $1.25 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Newsagency, Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. $1.25 to Box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



1TM1MF 

me 

''YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
k ^ ‘ FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

IVELY DINING ROOM 
^ ^TENSiVE A LA CARTE MENU 

•_. |P Jft vwce 

. SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 

*' ' DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 





© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRAMNC M1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 


SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs... teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ' he at-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines...batteries... 
cigarenes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers!.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 



SOUTH PACIFIC GAMES - REPORT ON N.I. 


THE STORY OF HOW WE DID, AS SEEN BY RQG E R N E W M AN NORFOLK’S OFFICIAL SPORTS BROADCASTER 


NORFOLK ISLAND was just one of 
the 18 countries to arrive in Suva to 
compete in the most spectacular 
and biggest-ever 6th South Pacific 
Games. 

With some 2,500 athletes compet¬ 
ing in 19 sports, the Games were 
even larger than last year's Comm¬ 
onwealth Games at Edmenton, 
Canada. With the sudden influx of 
visitors, which co-incided with the 
annual Hibiscus Festival, transport 
and accommpdation facilities were 
stretched to the limit. Every avail¬ 
able' mattress and bed was utilized 
and buses were on the road from 
dawn-to dusk. 

Arrival The arrival of the Norfolk 
Island contingent at Nausori Air¬ 
port outside Suva on Friday morning 
was spectacular, with die team dis¬ 
embarking from Norfolk's own air¬ 
craft,. The smart team uniform was 
complemented by the Super King 
Airs in their Norfolk colours and 
Morfolk Pines proudly displayed on 
their tails. 

After initial accommodation 
problems the team was eventually 
re-united at the very elegant Grand 
Pacific Hotel - to everyone's delight, 
especially die bowlers in the party, 
as the Suva Bowling Club was next 
door to the hotel. The first few 
days were a settling-in period, 
each of the, competitors inspecting 
their various venues and facilities 
and oranising practice sessions - 
which wasn't that easy with 2, 500 
other people having the same idea. 

The accreditation procedures in¬ 
volved literally everyone connected 
with the Games having to have their 
colour photograph taken and then 
being issued with a coded identity 
card which became essential from 
that point on. This involved the 
whole weekend with Monday being 
the first opportunity for formal 
practice in most cases. From this 
point on a daily routine was est¬ 
ablished with everyone heading off 
in their own direction, not to be 
seen again until that night. Because 
the Norfolk Team was camped under 
the one roof a tremendous team 
spirit developed as everyone was 
able to meet each evening for 
post-mortems and commiseration. 
Most other teams, apart from the 
Opening/Closing Ceremonies, 
hardly saw anything of each other 
except within their respective sports. 


Opening The 6th South Pacific 
Games were officially opened on 
Tuesday afternoon by Her Royal 
Highness The Princess Alexandra 
accompanied by die Governor- 
General Ratu Sir George Cakobau 
GCME GCVO OBE. The 

2,500 competitors were patiently 
assembled behind the main stadium 
and unfortunately could only hear 
but not see a colourful cultural dis¬ 
play which lasted some two hours and 
consisted mainly of dances perf¬ 
ormed by the representatives of the 
different cultures of Fiji;- Fijian- 
Indtan, Chinese, Japanese and 
Polynesian. The sun pushed its 
way through the clouds for the 
first time to broil the assembled 
competitors, who had assembled at 
1.30 and who stood in formation 
until 4.30 before marching onto 
the main stadium for the marchpast. 

Norfolk Island was the 10th 
country to enter, led by Allen 
Bataille carrying the Australian 
flag. A proud moment for him, 
leading the Norfolk Team in its 
first-ever appearance as a separate 
country in an international sport¬ 
ing arena. The team looked 
magnificent in their yeen blazers 
and white slacks and skirts and 
looked very formal compared with 
the very casual uniforms of the 
other countries. In fact Norfolk 
almost upstaged the other teams 
as comments were made to the 
effect that they looked like an 
Olympic Games Team compared 
to the informality of the South 
Pacific Teams generally. Fiji, as 
host nation, was last to enter to 
complete the multiracial and 
multicoloured panoramic spectacle. 

It was very noticeable that the 
other nations who themslves are 
territories marched with their flag 
of their repective mother country 
but also had their own flag which 
was carried in the marchpast side 
by side with the national flag. 

The Stars and Stripes for: Guam, 
American Samoa, Northern Marian¬ 
as and Trust Territory of the 
Pacific. The Tricolor for: French 
Polynesia (Tahiti), Noumea and 
New Hebrides. If Norfolk bad its 
own flag it could have been 
carried proudly in conjunction 
with the Australian flag during 
the marchpast and throughout 
the Games flying from the stand¬ 


ard and again during the Closing. 

Norfolk sent teams in athletics, 
bowls, squash, yachting and golf. 

This astounded many, Norfolk 
having a local population of less 
than 2, OOO^as a fantastic effort 
and has in fact opened many doors 
with regard to future sporting 
contests in the offer of coaching 
and international competition. 

Before returning to Norfolk firm 
arrangements had been made in 
athletics, bowls and squash for 
tournaments and continuing sport¬ 
ing contact with our Pacific neigh¬ 
bours. 

Athletics The results on die tracking 
side were disappointing. Each of the 
team tried to the very best of their 
ability but were outcoached and out- 
trained by near-professionals. Had 
they the opportunity to train for a 
full 12 month programme like their 
competitors (instead of the three* 
month warm up) the results could 
have been completely different. The 
rubber-based synthetic track was 
very fast indeed, as was evident in 
the number of track records broken, 
and each of our athletes recorded 
their fastest times on this track which 
was a notable achievement. It is 
hard to single out individuals for 
comment but the effort of April in 
the 400m with a second equal in 
die heat and running in the semi¬ 
final and Allen having to re-run bis 
100m heat are worthy of note. But 
everyone gave of their best, and 
considering they ran virtually on 
natural ability alone, a commend¬ 
able performance. 

Our medal winners 

Bowls The bowlers were fortunate to 
have almost a week of practice 
and acclimatisation. The greens were 
quite nobbly compared with the 
hybrid beds on Norfolk Island. In 
spite of this, and heavy rain in the 
days leading up to the commence¬ 
ment of play, the standard of bowls 
was as expected - World Class. 

The majority of the bowlers have 
represented their country at World 
Bowls Championships and Common¬ 
wealth Games which became very 
apparent. Gamesmanship was the 
name of the game with all teams 
applying pressure with the first to 
lose concentration being taken to 
the cleaners. 

The experience gained by our men 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / October 1979 


27 



bowlers in the Bounty tournaments 
t'rtem in good stead for the wry 
fierce competition and their efforts 
were rewarded with NORFOLK 
ISLAND being indelibly placed in 
the record books in bowk and die 
South Pacific Games with a silver 
and three bronze which earned an 
eleventh equal place overall on the 
medal tally - a tremendous effort 
out of 19 countries. 

Silver * Men’s Fours - Bill Adams, 
Norm LeCren, Lyall Hutchinson, Dan 
Y»ger. 

Bronze - Men’s Singles - Keith Turton 
Bronze - Men’s Pairs - Keith 
Turton, Lyall Hutchinson. 

Bronze - Men’s Triples - Bill Adams, 
Norm LeCren, Dan Yager. 

The experience gained by both the 
men and ladies will provide a great 
incentive for the sport on Norfolk 
particularly with the possibility of 
hosting the bowls for the Pacific 
duties in 1981 here on Norfolk 
Island. 

Squash - The squash competition 
was mainly organised around teams 
events but a few countries sent 
individuals only and a separate 
tournament was held at the con¬ 
clusion of the teams events. 

The standard of squash was a lot 
higher than anticipated with Papua 
New Guinea proving too strong foe 
the other teams. 

The Papua New Guinea team had 
been selected and in training for 
18 months and spent, the three weeks 
prior to the Games in Brisbane 
practising. Fiji imported from New 
Zealand the two best players of 
that country who coached the Fiji 
team for the Games, consequently 
it was impossible for any of the 
other teams to come close to them 
and although New Caledonia took 
the Bronze they were a long way 
behind Fiji. 

Although eliminated from the 
individual tournament Gary got 
through to the second round of the 
consolation plate before being 
knocked out by New Caledonia . 

The experience gained and contacts 
made are already being felt in 
squash on Norfolk Island, with a 
coaching programme already under 
way for a tournament in Noumea 
next year. 

Yachting The yachting was held at 
Deuba some 55 kilometres along 
the Coral Coast from Suva and was 
a mini-games of its own, with full 
facilities. 

John and Peter were 11b within 
the minimum weight for crews and 
as such were hoping for light cond¬ 
itions which would favour them. 
Tahiti, New Caledonia, Papua New 


. Guinea and Fiji each had several 
crews - medium and heavy weight - 
so whatever the conditions they 
would have a good chance of success. 
It was in this sort of competitive 
atmosphere that Norfolk Island 
found itself. 

The first race was witnessed by 
HRH The Princess Alexandra. In 
light conditions with Norfolk finish¬ 
ing in an incredible 6th position 
much to our jubilation and the 
consternation of the other crews 
who couldn't believe that our 
b oys had not sailed Hobies. 

But the race was abandoned once 
the boats had reached shore, as 
the first boat home had not comp¬ 
leted the course in under two hours, 
which was the alotted time. As it 
turned out the first day was the only 
day that light conditions prevailed. 
From then on it was a battle-royal 
for the heavy crews in weather which 
made staying afloat, for the lighter 
boats, a feat in itself. John comm - 
ented that in all his years of messing 
around in boats he’d never sailed a 
yacht that would fall over both ways- 
frontwards and backwards,each of 
which he and Peter experienced in 
the very rough and windy condit¬ 
ions. 

Yachties beat 8 

Norfolk Island finished in 14th 
position overall out of 22 yachts 
which is a performance of which 
we can all be proud. John and Peter 
raised a few eyebrows of the 
"professionals" with their dedic¬ 
ation and seamanship. 

Golf Golf Captain Jim, after eyeing 
up the competition, predicted a 6th 
place for Norfolk Island in the teams 
event, behind the 5 teams who have 
had professional coaching and inter¬ 
national competition. The results 
are now history but a very accurate 
assessment from Jim. Indeed Norfolk 
did exceedingly well for 6th position. 

The Prime Minister of Fiji, the 
Right Honorable Ratu Sir Kamasese 
Mara,himself a keen golfer, inaug¬ 
urated the ''Ratu Mara Invitation" 

Golf Classic which was played at 
the Pacific Harbour Course,one of 
the finest in the southern hemisphere. 

The meift teams who took part in 
the Games were invited to tee-off 
in this competition (which will 
become a bi-annual event from 
now on) which was held during the 
second week of the Games from 
Sept. 4 - Sept. 7. 

Closing Ceremony In contrast to 
the Opening Ceremony marchpast 
competitors for the Closing entered 
| the main stadium in their respect¬ 


ive sports so that the arena became 
packed with a mass of confusion and 
colour as each sport,18 of them, 
marched around the track to assem¬ 
ble once more on the rugby ground 
for the formal closing speeches and 
the invitation r.o "See you there in 
1983” - Apia, Western Samoa, for 
the 7th South Pacific Games. The 
Games’ flag was lowered to the 
accompaniment of the last post, 
then DARS-ET. 

Highlight s Games highlights for the 
Norfolk Team would undoubtedly be 
connected with each sport as far as 
fellowship and incidents are concern¬ 
ed. But for all the team, the most 
vivid memories will be the Opening 
Ceremony, the cocktail party aboard 
HMS Norfolk, the medal presentat¬ 
ion ceremony to the Norfolk bowlers, 
the Closing Ceremony, and the 
wonderful sight at the airport on the 
morning we came home to see both 
Air Norfolk" s Super King Airs circle 
and come into land. 

What Next? It was fairly apparent 
that E*iji had almost bitten off more 
than it could chew with these Games 
as far as the facilities were concern¬ 
ed. The Fiji Government spent in 
the vicinity of 4 million on the 
National Sports Complex alone, 
without the hours of voluntary labour 
and the involvement of the Ministry 
of Information virtually full time for 
some three months together with 
the Fijian Broadcasting Commission 
and the Fijian International Tele¬ 
communications Commission. 

The next South Pacific Games will 
be hosted by Western Samoa in Apia 
in 1983 but will be reduced to 12 
sports, with the large-team sports 
getting the chop, as the facilities 
will be limited in every respect. 

The contact made at team, indiv ¬ 
idual sports and competitor levels 
already are bearing fruit, with offers 
of assistance in coaching and future 
contact on an international level in: 
Athletics - with an invitation to 
compete next August in Suva at the 
Fiji Secondary School Champion¬ 
ships which will be held in the 
National Stadium. 

Bowls - an application has been 
made for Norfolk to host the bowls 
for the Pacific Island Games if 
Honiara don't wish to have bowk 
themselves in 1981. Plans are also 
underway initiated by Papua New 
Guinea to get their bowlers to Nor¬ 
folk on special direct charters. 

Golf - an invitation to the "Ratu 
Mara Invitation’" at Pacific Harbour, 
Fiji, August, 1981. 

Squash - an invitation to send a team 
to Noumea and also the Pacific 
Championships next year. 
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SUNBEAM 2 UTRE KETTLE KE4. 

Safety cut-out if water boils dry. In gleaming stainless 
steel with orange trim. 


Sunbeam Kitchen Center System KCIO 

Three full size appliances in one, all on a compact power base. 

Full size mixer and dough maker, a blender and a continuous flow food 
crafter. 

Optional attachments available. 


SUNBEAM FOOD PROCESSOR LC1. 

All the speed and versatility to shred, slice, mix. chop, crush, blend, 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/OFF switch and 'Pulse Button' 
for precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade, slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula. 


Sunbeam 
Electric Knife 
EK3 

Glides through every 
carving and slicing job. 
Streamlined styling that's 
comfortable to hold. 


Sunbeam Great Shakes** Milk Shake Maker DM1 

Kids love it. Makes big and fluffy shakes, egg flips, ice cream 
sodas. Comes with three different coloured containers and a 
recipe book. 

Dad can also mix up cocktails. 


SUNBEAM HOT SHOT BEVERAGE 
MAKER HS2. The fast, hot drink maker. Gives boiling 
water for two cups of tea. coffee or soup in under a 
minute. Ideal for kitchen, office or shop. In Harvest Gold 
with woodtone trim. 


SUNBEAM DELUXE 12 CUP 
PERCOLATOR PCI2. Thermostatically 
controlled 12 cup percolator with easy-read 
coffee level gauge. Dial from mild to strong. 
Heat resistant lid. handle and base. In gleaming 
stainless steel. 


SUNBEAM SPRAY & SHOT OF STEAM** 

It's a dry, steam, spray and shot of 
steam iron. With a spray to damp 
down, powerful shot of steam 
for stubborn wrinkles, self 
cleaning action, side-mounted 
cord, extra wide heel rest, easy- 
to-read water level gauge and 
a wide range of fabric settings. 





SUNBtAMARWW 


Registered Trade Mark 
f Trade Mark 





Australian society analyses NI vote count 


HE VOTE-COUNTING method 
scd in Norfolk's Assembly election - 
' i. understood by most electors at 
■ne time they voted - has been ex- 
j'ained in an analysis prepared by 
d;e Proportional Representation So¬ 
ciety of Australia. 

The Society's Committee men- 
ions three deficiencies in the in- 
xoduction and procedure of the new 
system on Norfolk: the fact that 
electors were not given a chance 
so express their opinion on it, the 
fact that there was inadequate ex¬ 
planation of the system before the 
election, and the fact that voters 
bad to give preferences to 12 can¬ 
didates, even though they may not 
have liked some of the ones they 
voted for. 

Analysing the step-by-step 
counting procedure followed at 
Kingston, the Society's report shows 
that after David Buffett, Bill Blu- 
cher and Ed howard were elected 
by getting more than a “quota" of 
lst-preference votes, - 
• Gilbert Jackson reached his 
qqota upon the transfer of votes 
from Peter Custance. 

•Kevin Williams and John Ryves 
reached their quotas upon the trans¬ 
fer of votes from Carol Adams. 

•Brian Nunn received his quota 
upon transfer of votes from Geoff 
Bennett. 

•Duncan McIntyre and Bruce 
MacKeraie received their quotas 
upon transfer of votes from Greg 
Quintal. 

Most voters apparently were un¬ 
der the impression that they were 


voting for a team of candidates, 
as in the past, but the Society's 
paper points out that "through their 
indications of first and later prefer¬ 
ences, the voters in effect form 
themselves into groups supporting 
particular candidates." 

Excerpts from the Society's re¬ 
port follow: 

"Comments published both be¬ 
fore and after the election of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly suggest that there is a need 
for more information on the meth¬ 
od of election. 

"In die version of the method 
used on Norfolk Island, voters were 
required to indicate preferences 
for 12 candidates. The quota-pre¬ 
ferential method does not depend 
on preferences being shown for 
any specified number of candi¬ 
dates, although obviously It is de¬ 
sirable that voters should indicate 
all their real preferences. 

"Through their indications of first 
and later preferences, the voters 
in effect form themselves into groups 
supporting particular candidates. 

"A candidate is elected if he wins 
the support of a 'quota* or more. 

"The quota is calculated so that 
a number of quotas equal to the 
number of vacancies can be formed, 
but no more than this. 

"In the Legislative Assembly elec¬ 
tion, there were 789 formal votes 
and 9 vacancies. The quota was 
found by dividing 789 by 10, the 
number of vacancies plus one, the 
result being 78.9, so that the quota 
was die next whole number, 79. It 
was then possible to form 9 quotas 


of 79, totalling 711, the number of 
votes remaining, 78, being less than 
a quota. Obviously, if .it bad hap¬ 
pened that nine candidates had each 
received 79 or more first-preference 
votes, they would all have been 
elected and the election would have 
been complete. In a real election, 
it did not work out that way. The 
method provides that, if a candidate 
gains more than a quota, his surplus 
support is transferred to other candi¬ 
dates indicated as their next prefer¬ 
ences by the voters who supported 
him. It also provides for die votes 
of people who give their first prefer¬ 
ences to candidates who receive 
little support to be transferred to 
other candidates according to the 
preferences indicated by these vo¬ 
ters. These provisions make it pos¬ 
sible for a point of view supported 
by a large number of voters to be 
represented by a number of spokes¬ 
men equal to the number of quotas 
built up by its supporters. All sub¬ 
stantial bodies of opinion can gain 
representation. 

"In the Legislative Assembly elec¬ 
tion, Buffett, Blucher, and Howard 
all received more first preferences 
than the quota, Buffett's total being 
more than three quotas. When a 
candidate receives more votes than 
a quota, the excess votes are. known 
as his surplus. The surpluses of the 
three elected candidates were trans¬ 
ferred to other candidates according 
to the preferences indicated by those 
who voted for these three candidates. 

"The principle used in transfer¬ 
ring a surplus is that the votes are 
transferred according to the views 
of those who have helped to form 
the surplus. For example, in the 
transfer of Buffett's surplus, all the 
papers on which he was shown as 
first preference were examined to 
see who was shown as second prefer¬ 
ence. In any case where a second 
preference was shown for a candi¬ 
date already elected, die paper 
was examined to see who was shown 
as third preference. All 254 of 
Buffett's papers were examined, 
but his surplus was, of course, only 
175. Each paper was therefore 
given a 'transfer value' of 175 di¬ 
vided by 254, or .688. Thus, for 
example, die 31 papers transfer¬ 
red to Jackson gave him a value of 
.888 multiplied by .688, or 21 votes. 

"After the transfer of die surplus¬ 
es of Buffett, Blucher and Howard, 
Lenthall, who had the lowest total, 
was excluded and his votes were 
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transferred according to the prefer- 
. ence markings of his supporters. In 
addition to his six first preferences, 
he had three papers, each with a 
value of . 688, which he received 
in the transfer of Buffett's surplus, 
and these were again transferred, 
one each going to Williams, Ryves 
and Nunn. 

"Custance now being the candi¬ 
date with the smallest total, he 
was excluded and his votes were 
similarly transferred according to 
the preference indications on the bal¬ 
lot papers. This transfer resulted 
in Jackson reaching a total of 79 
and thus having a quota but no sur¬ 
plus. 

"The next operation was the ex¬ 
clusion of Nobbs, who now had the 
smallest total. Snell, hitch and 
Adams in turn were excluded. 

"The transfer of Adams' votes re¬ 
sulted in the election of both Wil¬ 
liams and Ryves, each with a sur¬ 
plus. Their surpluses were trans¬ 
ferred and this left Quintal and Ben¬ 
nett each with 40 votes. 

"As Bennett had fewer votes than 
Quintal immediately before the trans¬ 
fer of these surpluses, he was exclu¬ 
ded and his votes were transferred. 
This resulted in the election of Nunn 
with an exact quota. 

"Quintal was then excluded and the 
transfer of his votes led to the elec¬ 
tion of both McIntyre and MacKen- 
zie. 

"The election resulted in 641 vo¬ 
ters, or 81.2%, seeing the election of 
the candidates to whom they gave 
their first-preference votes. A fur¬ 
ther 82, or 10.4%. had their second - 
preference candidates elected. 

"It is certainly unfortunate that the 
people of Norfolk Island had no op¬ 
portunity to express an opinion on 
the method to be used for the elec¬ 
tion of the Legislative Assembly, nor 
an adequate explanation. 

"It is also unfortunate that it was 
made compulsory tp show preferences 
for twelve candidates." 

(Editor's note* Mr. Peter Middle- 
ton, whose correspondence with 
the Proportional Representation So¬ 
ciety of Australia led to their pre¬ 
paring the report, writes:- 

CI should like to pass on to you 
a comment by die President of the 
Society in a letter to me. 

("He states 'We do not agree with 
the idea of compellinjg voters to 
shew preferences lot a large number 
of candidates, not only for practi¬ 
cal reasons, but more importantly 
because we believe it is wrong to 
force voters to pretend that they 
have preferences when in fact they 
do not, '") 
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"THIS ASSEMBLY CANNOT IMPRISON PEOPLE JUST BECAUSE 
IT hAS A GRUDGE AGAINST SOMEONE... " 


L.A. powers 

IN THE LAST issue of The News there 
was an account of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly’s August debate on the Assem¬ 
bly’s powers, privileges and immuni¬ 
ties. Ed Howard argued that the mem¬ 
bers had not studied what powers they 
were voting to give themselves, and 
should move with caution. 

At the September Assembly meet¬ 
ing Kevin Williams replied at length. 
Excerpts from his remarks follow. 

"Mr. President, I raise this mat¬ 
ter because I sense from the outset 
the people of Norfolk Island should 
feel confident that this Assembly 
will always work for their interests 
and present them with the truth. 

"Mr. President, I refer specifical¬ 
ly to the recent debate, and to the 
comments of The Norfolk Island 
News in respect of the Legislative 
Assembly Powers, Privileges and 
Immunities Bill 1979, 

'1 have spoken with several 
people who have expressed con¬ 
cern at the seemingly arbitrary 
powers and privileges that the As¬ 
sembly has taken upon itself. 

"I therefore took the opportun¬ 
ity to study "May's Parliamentary 
Practice" to discover the truth for 
myself; and to use the words of the 
Honourable Member for Commun¬ 
ity Services, I found myself shock- , 
ed and alarmed and distressed, but 
not for the same reasons. 

'1 was shocked because of the 
things that were left unsaid and un¬ 
explained by that member, r he 
connotations that were put upon 
the Assembly's powers and privil¬ 
eges, the distortion of the facts, 
and in one instance a blatant un¬ 
truth. 

"Mr. President, I think that the 
people of Norfolk Island are enti¬ 
tled to know the truth, which I in¬ 
tend to present in the time remain¬ 
ing to me. 

"Mr. President, we are told by 
the Honourable Member for Com¬ 
munity Services that the Legislat¬ 
ive Assembly Powers, Privileges 
and Immunities Bill 1979, and I 
quote, "will grant each member 
of this House immunity from ar¬ 
rest on any civil matter." 

’What is so conveniently over¬ 
looked, however, is that freedom 
from arrest on civil matters has 
lost almost all, if not all, its val¬ 
ue since, and I quote May, "as a 
result of the Judgement Act 1828 
and subsequent legislation, im- 


supported 

prisonment in civil process has 
been practically abolished." 

"The fact of the matter is 
that no one is arrested on civil 
matters today, and I would ask 
the honorary member to cite any 
instances in Norfolk Island this 
century where there has been an 
arrest in civil process. 

"No doubt the inference which 
the honourable members wished 
the public to draw from bis state¬ 
ment was that the members of 
this Assembly put themselves 
above the law. 

"I would like to assure the public 
that we can just as easily be brought 
before the courts as anyone else. 

"I can be sued for breach of con¬ 
tract. I can be fined for exceeding 
the speed limit. I can be imprison¬ 
ed for theft, or have damages award¬ 
ed against me, and have my goods 
and property confiscated for failing 
to pay my debts. 

"It is also conveniently overlook¬ 
ed that the House of Commons, 
from which we derive our powers 
and privileges has never, and I ac¬ 
cent the word never, claimed free¬ 
dom from arrest of any of its mem¬ 
bers who are charged with a crimin¬ 
al offense. 

'This was of course not mentioned, 
no doubt in the hope that the public 
would confuse the question of crim¬ 
inal and civil arrest. 

’The Assembly is not above the 
law and each member is just as sub¬ 
ject to arrest and imprisonment as 
anyone else. 

"Now for example I cite the re¬ 
cent arrest and imprisonment in 
Queensland of a Labor Parliamentar¬ 
ian participating in illegal street 
marches. 

It is also alleged, and I quote, 
’This Bill will give us the power 
to impose fines, not trivial fines 
but heavy fines, on people of this 
Island. ’ 

"This is totally untrue. 

'The truth of the matter is that 
this Assembly derives its powers 
and privileges from the House of 
Commons, and not the House of 
Lords. . 

'While the House of Lords has 
the power to impose fines, the 
House of Commons has not had 
this power for more than three 
centuries, and as May states, 
'Imposition (? - word not clear - 
ed.) by the Commons of the pow¬ 
er of imposing fines has long since 
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been denied. ’ 

"Accordingly, this Assembly 
has no power to inflict any fines 
on the people of Norfolk Island. 

"We are then told we are given 
the right to arrest and imprison 
people, and to break down die 
doors of private homes. 

"Stated so baldly, these powers 
do indeed seem inordinate. 

"But again, we are only present¬ 
ed with half-truths. We are not 
given facts to put these powers in¬ 
to their proper perspective. 

’’The power of commitment, 
that is arrest, is described in May 
as 'the keystone of Parliamentary 
privilege.' 

’’And therein lies the heart of the 
matter. 

"These powers are only concern¬ 
ed with breaches of Parliamentary 
privilege, and are similar in na¬ 
ture and origin to the .powers pos¬ 
sessed by the courts to punish for 
contempt of court - a power with¬ 
out which the decisions of the court 
would be rendered useless. 

"May states that representative 
bodies must necessarily vindicate 
their authority by means of their 
own - and those means lie in the 
pro cess of commital for contempt. 

"But I stress that these are not 
open-ended powers which the As¬ 
sembly can employ whenever it 
feels like it. 

'This Assembly cannot imprison 
people, or break down doors, just 
for the sake of doing so, or be¬ 
cause it has a grudge against some¬ 
one. 

"Nor could we use these powers 
because someone has committed a 
civil or criminal offense. These 
are matters which only the law can 
deal with. 

'Our powers can only be used 
when there has been a serious con¬ 
tempt of this Assembly. 

"There has only ever been one 
case of imprisonment by the 
House of Representatives in Aust- 


ralia since federation. 

It happened in 1S55, and oc¬ 
curred because that House, like 
this Assembly, has no power to 
inflict fines - contrary to what we 
are asked to believe. 

"In that case, two persons were 
arrested and imprisoned because 
they attempted to intimidate a 
member of the House from per¬ 
forming his duties. 

"if persons could freely in¬ 
timidate and threaten Assembly 
members in order not to disclose 
matters of public importance, or 
to influence members to take or 
refrain from taking a course of 
action, then this Assembly would 
have no powers at all, and would 
simply become a puppet of such 
citizens... 

"I think that it is ludicrous to sug¬ 
gest that these powers can be used 
arbitrarily and that they would be 
used against the innocent and the 
hard-working people of this Island. 

They are there as a protection 
and as an assurance that this As¬ 
sembly will serve the interests of 
the people who elected us. 

"He even quoted the first law 
of the Pitcairners - the head of 
their government is not to assume 
any power or authority on his own 
responsibility or without the con¬ 
sent of the majority of the people. 

"The Honourable Member then 
states, and I quote, *My hope is 
that this Legislative Assembly will 
have the wisdom, and the strength, 
to restore government by consent 
on this Island.' 

"Well you may pardon my ignor¬ 
ance, but I assumed that that was 
what the elected representative 
government was all about. 

"We were freely elected by the 
people and thereby, with their con¬ 
sent, given die power and authori ty 
to make such laws and take such 
action as it is best for Norfolk Isl¬ 
and;_ 


"We did not seize these powers. 
There was no military coup where¬ 
by we forced ourselves onto the 
public. 

'If the people think we are incom¬ 
petent, then they will tell us at the 
next election. 

The Honourable Member states 
that we are proposing to act toward 
the people of .this Island just as the 
Australian Government has acted 
toward them over many years, 
without their consent. 

"Is the Honourable member 
suggesting that we should have a 
referendum on every law which this 
Assembly considered necessary, or 
before making any decisions? Is 
that his definition of 'by consent'? 

‘If so, where do you draw the 
line? 

"To have a referendum on every 
law and decision would see the col¬ 
lapse of this government. 

"Maybe this is what the Honour¬ 
able Member wants. 

"The time and money involved 
in such an exercise would soon see 
this Island in the red. 

The people would be constant¬ 
ly at the polls and spending all 
their time reading Bills, examin¬ 
ing financial matters and so on; they 
would have no time to attend to 
their business, home or children. 

"But if you say that is ridiculous, 
well where do you draw the line 
for this emotive catch-cry of 'gov¬ 
ernment by consent'?...” 


NOTICE 

MRS. PHYLLIS JOHNSTONE WOULD 
LIKE TO THANK THE MANY KIND 
NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS WHO 
HELPED IN THE HUNT FOR HER DOG. 

HER LITTLE FRIEND HAS NOW 
BEEN FOUND SHOT BUT ThANK 
YOU ONE AND ALL. 

PHYLLIS JOHNSTONE 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT! 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


•yX BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 


"THE THIEF OF BAGHDAD”. "THE WILD GEESE”... 
"CONVOY". .. "DRIVER" (dr am a). . . D EA T H ON THE 
NILE". .. "FORCE TEN FROM NA V ERO NE " . . . 


Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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Norfolk 


ROSS AND JO Wiltshire, in the 
Norfolk spirit, contribute the best 
of themselves and their expertise 
to our island community - Ross as 


an experienced market gardener, 
and Jo as an equestrienne, riding 
instructress and knowledgeable help¬ 
mate to Ross in his gardening and 
food-processing business. 

Coming to Norfolk on a holiday 
in 1971, they loved the island and 
moved here with their young son 
Matthew a year later. Ross was a 
market gardener in New Zealand, 
with 30 acres of general gardening 
of his own and another 50 acres 
of potatoes which he farmed with 
a partner. 

"I had a niece living on Norfolk 
at the time we came for our hol¬ 
iday and we were immediately 
taken with the more relaxed way of 
life. I hadn't realised what a rat 
race we were in in New Zealand," 
says Ross. 

"We bought out Bob Hemus' 
market business and built our home 
in our spare time. ” 

The Wiltshire's home on Fletcher 
Christian Drive is an "open - plan” 
storey-and-a-half rambling place 
with a huge island-style verandah 
and spectacular mountain views in 


d ug 90 foot deep well at Simon's 
Water. They employ a married 
couple who do about 95^ of the 
actual gardening. 

Ross, with Jo's help, is mainly 
involved in another side to the 
” vegie" business which is the "Happy 
Apple” processing and packaging 
business. (Incidentally, former 
bank manager Dennis McCarthy 
thought up the "Happy Apple" 
name. Said Dennis, "we’d all be 
happy on Norfolk if we had one 

apple.'} 



the distance. The living room has 
exposed timber beams and an atmos¬ 
phere of pure comfort. Their kit¬ 
chen opens onto die living room. 
Ross's hobby is cooking and he can 
be with their guests while preparing 
his specialties. 

The Wiltshire's 14 acres of market 
gardens are out at Steeles Point 
and are irrigated from an old, hand- 


wanted 


WOULD LIKE TO BUY SOME 
COUNTERWEIGHTS TO SUIT 
"DAVIES" MODEL D PUMP 
ON A BORE. IF YOU HAVE 
ANY EXTRA PLEASE SEE 
JOHN PEARSON AT ELEC¬ 
TRONIC IMPORTS SHOP OR 
RING 2348 EVENINGS. 


Says Ross, "On Norfolk our temp¬ 
eratures are favourable for market 
gardening, but our soil conditions 
are poor. We have to feed a lot. 
There are more bugs than in New 
Zealand because of a more temper¬ 
ate climate. We have to spray 
unfortunately, but we stick to the 
recommended safety precautions 
and strictly follow the seven days 
with-holding period and wash every¬ 
thing very carefully. 

"We haven't much waste and 
rotate our crops properly. There are 
three growing seasons on Norfolk- 
Spring, Autumn-Winter and the heat 
of Summer." 

In a 36' x 36* shed plus a 1,000 
cubic foot cooler room and an 
extensive mezzanine for dry stor¬ 
age, Ross has assembled the most 
inventive, Norfolk-style processing 
plant imaginable. Long used to 
improvising on his New Zealand farm 
he has designed and built his own 
potato grading machine which, if 
purchased in N. Z, would have cost 
around two and a half thousand 


LIVING 


dollars. 

"The machine is a typical Norfolk 
contraption. " said Ross with genuine 
pleasure. 

"And we wash our carrots before 
packaging them in another N. I, 
home-made machine." This is an 
old ringer-type washing machine with 
ringer removed, agitator kept in and 
a hole cut in the tub with an outlet 
funnel. The carrots are scrubbed in the 
machine and come out the funnel 
and into a tray below all clean. 

Potatoes are dug up and then put 
into the grading machine. The 
biggest and nicest ones are pre¬ 
packed in plastic bags for local 
consumption. The wrapping is 
done with die help of a new piece 
of equipment called an overwrapping 
machine. The wrapping is a 
plastic, multi-purpose film which 
doesn't breathe or sweat. 

Other potatoes, still of good 
quality, are processed for potato 
scallops and crinkle-cut chips for 
use in food shops on the island. 

Potatoes for chips are scrubbed and 
peeled by special machines, put int@ 
a crinkle-cut machine and put 
onto trays which are put into a 
cooker. Sixty pounds of steam per 
square inch is fed into it for about 
14 minutes. When the chips are 
taken out they have "dropped their 
starch" and are then cool-stored 
until picked up and cooked in 
restaurants' fryers for local con¬ 
sumption. 

"We use all our own-grown 
potatoes and we buy up to 15-20 
tonnes a year from other local 
growers." 

Ross does all die processing him¬ 
self. "We have tried to build ahead 
of Norfolk's standards - - to the 
health standards of Australia and 
New Zealand, " Ross says, "in all of 
our processing equipment. ” 

Three days per week the Wiltshire* 
package carrots, coleslaw, zucchini, 
onions, peppers and t*» adu 

i don to potatoes for the local mark¬ 
et. They have recently received 
written approval from Canberra 
to export processed vegetables to 
Lord Howe Island and will start 
out exporting coleslaw. 

"The biggest challenge of the . 
lot," says Ross, "is the processing 
of guava jelly. We have had to 
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learn to make it in large quantities." 
It is made in a huge stainless steel 
steam-jacketed vat that takes 100 
pounds of guavas, and poured into 
jelly glasses mechanically with a 
volumetric filler machine. The 
jelly glasses have screw-top lids 
which can take the high tempera¬ 
tures of the sterilization process. 

Two people can make 800 jars 
of guava jelly per day. They make 
a lovely Norfolk souvenir with the 
attractive Happy Apple label. 

The Wiltshires buy guavas locally 
for 8c per pound if any of you are in¬ 
terested in selling your extra guavas. 

Their latest venture is popcorn. 
They have a new stainless steel pop¬ 
per and a candy mixing machine 
which carmelizes and colours cook¬ 
ed popcorn. The popcorn will be 
sold throughout the Norfolk shops. 
Chicken-o-rolls, a delicious sav¬ 
oury, also new, will be available 
for hotels. Also, for hotels, Ross 
extracts tomato pulp in a big new 
juice extractor from the U.S. 

Jo, who helps Ross package three 
days a week and with the deliver¬ 
ies, has her own lively interest in 
animals. She grew up on a dairy 
farm in New Zealand and has been 
riding since she was eight. She 
has eight horses, the best-known 
being "Paprika". 

She holds many cups and ribbons 
from her wins over the years. She 
sticks mainly to jumping now in 
the equestrian events here. "1 
ride for pleasure now and not to 
win. If I'm lucky and win - fine. 

But if I don't. I've enjoyed the 
ride anyway." She teaches riding 
to children in the N. I. Pony Club, 
which has been in existence for 
the past 18 months. She believes 
in teaching children the import¬ 
ance of striving for something 
they want. 

"In no other sport does an ani¬ 
mal share its life with its owner,'' 
says Jo. "I like to teach the 
children to care for their own 
horse - to be concerned and in¬ 
volved with its daily life." 

"We feel lucky to be residents 
here. We couldn't imagine living 
any other place. People live here 
as they are.. People accept you 
as you are.... You. don’t have to put 
on a' front - you couldn't if you 
wanted to. The way of life on 
Norfolk is a family way of life, " 
says Jo. 

"And it’s the love of what 
we're doing. I've often stopped 
to think what else would I do? I 
just don’t know. To do any good 
in any vocation or job you must 
love what you’re doing, * says Ross. 



LIKE MOST Northern Europeans the 
Russians make a lot of use of sour 
cream. Here are two vegetable 
recipes which will add something 
interesting and unusual to your 
menu. 

BEETROOT WITh SOUR CREAM 
“fib/ raw beetroot 
2 carrots 
1 stick celery 
1 teaspoon vinegar 
1 * sugar 

1 bay leaf 
salt, pepper 
li oz. butter 
1 teasp. flour 
{ pint sour cream 

Peel the beetroot and cut them in¬ 
to snips. Cut the carrots and cel¬ 
ery finely. Put the vegetables in 
a heavy pan, add the butter, vine- 


• BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 

THIS MONTH let us take our second 
look at wines from the House of Sep- 
pelt. 

Another Moselle is the 1978 • 

Muroomba which impressed me with 
its unusually full flavour of fresh 
grapes and which is undoubtedly 
good value <5. $2.10. I preferred 
it not too chilled. 

Arawatta Reisling is reasonably 
dry without too much acid and has 
good fruit. It is also competitively 
priced @ $2. 05. 

Two well established reds are 
Moyston Claret and Chalambar 
Burgundy which are released when 
somewhat young and, consequently, 
marketed at quite reasonable prices. 
They are consistently blended from 
year to year and I have found them 
to benefit from a couple of years 
additional bottle age. Currently 
available from the 1976 vintage and 
priced (jv $2.05. 

Like most large winemakers Sep- 
pelt cater for a wide cross-section 
of the market with such contrasts 


gar, and a little water, bay leaf, 
sugar and seasonings. Cook very 
gently until the vegetables are ten¬ 
der. Blend the-flour in a little 
cold water and add to the vege¬ 
tables then add the sour cream 
and simmer gently for about 10 
minutes. Serve hot. 

POTATOES IN SOUR CREAM 
2 lbs. potatoes 

1 med. sized onion 

2 egas 

1 oz. butter 

2 oz. grated cheese 

i cup brown breadcrumbs 
i pint sour cream 
salt, pepper and nutmeg to taste 
Slice the onion finely, and cook 
till light golden in butter. Peel 
and slice potatoes very thinly in 
rounds. Arrange them in a fire¬ 
proof dish in overlapping rows. 

Pour over them the melted butter 
in which the onion was cooked, 
arrange the onion on top of potat¬ 
oes. Mix the eggs and sour cream, 
add salt, pepper and nutmeg, beat 
lightly. Pour over the potatoes, 
sprinkle with grated cheese and 
top with breadcrumbs. Dot with 
butter. Cook in a moderate oven 
45-60 minutes until they are cook¬ 
ed and the top is brown. 


as Para Port (a young ruby style) for 
only $1.70 and Para Liqueur Port 
$12.85. The latter replaced the 
famous Royal Para Liqueur which, 
for some years, Kis commanded 
spectacular prices at wine auctions. 

In fact, Seppelt have just bottled a 
puncheon of their 1879 vintage so if 
you're really keen you should get in 
queue but hurry as there are only 450 
bottles and the price tag is a mere 
$1500. Actually some will be auc¬ 
tioned for charity when they will 
most likely fetch a much higher 
figure. Last year a similar scheme 
raised $100, 000 for good causes. 

No story of the H ouse of Seppelt 
would be complete without a few 
last words on their Great Western 
Champagne. This not only outsells 
any other on the Australian market 
but also enjoys a substantial export 
market. Your reporter has seen 
it featured on wine lists in French 
territories at only a couple of dol¬ 
lars less than famous French brands. 

It is available here for only $3,65 
which in these days* is not bad for 
a champerss. . • 7 i\ ■* H.VW 

For those whb look for something 
more exclusive and expect to pay ■ 
for it, Seppelt make a fine Great 
Western Vintage Brut but it is not 
presently available here..— 
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Symbol of 



Good Taste 


H. G. BROWN & SONS HAS ACHIEVED A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE MOST 
RESPECTED WINE AND SPIRIT HOUSES IN AUSTRALIA. 

IT TOOK A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF EXPERTISE, AND AN UNERRING 
INSTINCT IN DISCERNING THE'"POTENTIAL OF A YoCFnG WINE. 

IT TOOK A URGE MEASURE OF CONSIDERATION AND KNOW-HOW IN 
BEING ABLE TO SELECT ONLY THE FINEST IMPORTS FROM COUNTRIES AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

AND IT TOOK THE FORESIGHT AND ACUMEN TO BUILD A COMPANY 
THAT TODAY CARRIES THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF AUSTRAUAN 
AND IMPORTED REGIONAL ESTATE WINES ON THE EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA. 

OUR WINE LIST IS AN INSIGHT INTO OUR CONSTANT VIGIUNCE OF 
QUALITY. 


Some of the wines you will 
enjoy most on Norfolk Island 




























WhAT GLORIOUS weather the child¬ 
ren had for their school holidays - 
just right for picnics and barbecues. 

It makes the holidays so much more 
pleasant (especially for "Mum") 
when everyone can play outside. 
Must tell you about an amusing in¬ 
cident - a group of Mums decided 
to take a multitude of children on 
a picnic. The meeting place was 
the Post Office so that a suitable 
venue for the picnic could be de¬ 
cided. Palm Glen was the choice 
so off everyone went - two Mums 
not having been there before. No- 
one else, so they thought, knew 
where they had gone. Lo and be¬ 
hold whilst lunch was being devour¬ 
ed up came a familiar looking ve¬ 
hicle - a husband looking for his 
wife! He had needed to find his 
wife urgently so had gone to the 
.op of Mount Pitt to see if he 
could see her car anywhere’. But 
the amusing part was he hasn't 
bean long on the Island and al¬ 
though he could see the car he 
couldn't work out where it was! 
Anyway he eventually found every¬ 
one, Roger Matthews needed to 
get in touch with a fellow com¬ 
mittee member - he thought he'd 
heard her car going up Selwyn 
Pine Road. Sure enough he found 
the car and the person he required 
up at Palm Glen. So, you see no- 
one could ever hide themselves 
on Norfolk even if they wished*. 

Saturday, 1st September, was 
the day that a team of junior foot¬ 
ballers was expected to arrive on 
Norfolk from huntley in New 
Zealand. However the plane was 
cancelled due to the weather - 
much to the disappointment of 
the boys here and those coming 
over. At last on the Monday they 
arrived early in the morning. All 
their billets were at the airport 
to meet'them and from all accounts 
what a super time they had. On 
Wednesday afternoon the Norfolk 
Junior Representative Team play¬ 
ed the Huntley boys. The visitors 
were a year or so older than the 
Norfolk boys and were much big¬ 
ger. however, although Norfolk 
was beaten, the boys tried; hard, 
especially David Magri who scored 
the only try for the Norfolk team 
and won Player of the Day. For 
the second game the two teams 
mixed players so they were more 


evenly matched. This was a good 
fun game. Afterwards the Junior 
League organised a barbecue at 
the Youth Centre Compound for 
all the boys and their supporters. 
They had lots of fun altogether - 
it was a perfect night weatherwise 
too. A very nice gesture on the 
part of the visitors was a donation 
of $100 to the N. I. Junior League 
to be put towards sending a team 
from Norfolk to visit huntley next 
year. 

The N.I. International Year of 
the Child Committee had decided 
that on Norfolk the Committee 
would have a "Month of the Child" ■ 
September - and the first function 
to be held was the family barbecue 
and disco night organised by the 
Wives and Mothers Club at which 
the winner of the Fatber-of-the- 
Year competition would be an¬ 
nounced. The heavy rain didn't 
daunt a number of brave fathers at 
all - noticed Greg Saxon and Les¬ 
ter Semple dripping wet after hav¬ 
ing stood outside under umbrellas 
to cook the meat and sausages. It 
was a very happy family night. Af¬ 
ter a delicious barbecue and salad’ 
the young people, right down to 
young Eve Semple and Katy Allen, 
thoroughly enjoyed Marsh Gondon’s 
disco music. There was much ex¬ 
citement when the time for the an¬ 
nouncement came - Culla Graham 
was crowned Father of the Year and 
received a gift voucher worth $50 
which Culla most generously do¬ 
nated straight back to the Club. 
Mitchell Graham, the successful 
artist received a gift voucher of 
$10 to be used at the Atlantic Cen¬ 
tre. 1 think Mitchell was really 
thrilled that his painting had raised 
the most money. 

The second activity planned 
during the Month of the Child was 
a family car trial - again organ¬ 
ised by the Wives and Mothers 
Club and held on Saturday, 15th. 
Thirty-one vehicles entered in¬ 
cluding 5 motor cycles. Bryan 
Nunn most generously donated a 
special prize for the teenagers 
on their bikes. Peter Williams 
certainly entered into the spirit 
of the occasion and decorated his 
truck with streamers and a doll 
appropriately dressed sitting on 


the front, his helpers were all 
rugged up on the back and I’m 
sure I saw Thelma Reynolds in the 
back too. By the sound of all the 
laughter as the cars; arrived back 
at the Playcentre everyone seem¬ 
ed to have enjoyed the outing. 
Quite a few families remained at 
Banyan Park to enjoy a steaming 
plate of soup and to watch three 
really interesting films. One was 
about life under the sea, then 
Walt Disney's "The Silver Fox” 
and the last short film was about 
the development of Disneyland. 

W inners of the car trial were an¬ 
nounced during the evening. The 
Yager family won the overall 
prize of a dinner for four at Branka 
House; Trevor Allen and Trish 
Knight won the Driver/Navigator 
prize and Colin Slade and Eve 
Semple won the junior section. 
Shelley LeCren was the successful 
entrant in the motor bike section. 

You might recall'' that some 
months ago I was telling you about 
a programme that Ray Hall. and 
his wife prepared for Deutschewelle 
the Radio of Germany. Ten radio 
stat ions from different countries 
were invited to contribute a tape 
featuring children of that area and 
their thoughts on various topics. 

Ray interviewed several children 
on the Island and.it was most inter¬ 
esting to hear last week the results 
of all the different countries' con¬ 
tributions. There were only three 
voices I could.pick out from Nor¬ 
folk - Juliette Yager who said she 
would like to do computer pro¬ 
gramming, David Magri who talk¬ 
ed about doing an apprenticeship 
on the island and Christopher Mag¬ 
ri who suggested that his friend 
down die road could learn to "butch" 
from his dad who was a butcher! 

The entire programme was most 
interesting. Having arrived on the 
Island in time to be played during 
September, too, I thought was 
really good. 

It's really hard to believe isn’t 
it that it’s almost show time again. 
Garden entries will be judged this 
Sunday, 30th September, and then 
a week the following Monday will 
be THE day. If everyone enters 
just one item what a terrific Show 
it will be! 

See you next month. 
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I 

MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvaton, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . . 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUT T ERIN GS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 













50c 



HEADS ASK $500 P.W. 

ASSEMBLY MEMBERS' SUBMISSIONS TO THE REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL ABOUT 
THEIR PAY HAVE BEEN MADE PUBLIC BY THE TRIBUNAL -- DETAILS INSIDE 

REEZE ON ACCOMMODATION 

ASSEMBLY HALTS ANY FURTHER APPROVALS WHILE IT SORTS OUT POLICIES; 
NEW FIGURES INDICATE PRESENT BEDS COULD SLEEP 41, 000 TOURISTS A YEAR 


AIRPORT DECISION NEAR 


EAST-WEST IS STILL PRESSING FOR PERMISSION TO BUY JETS, BUT HAS 
LODGED AN ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL USING DASH 7s 


NEW ‘REGO’ PLAN URGED 


NORFOLK'S MOTOR TRADE IS PRESSING FOR YEAR-ROUND INSPECTIONS, 
IN TIME TO HEAD OFF THE JAM-UP THAT ALWAYS COMES IN FEBRUARY 


plus: 


NEW CUT-FLOWER INDUSTRY WILL BE TESTED HERE.. .DIGEST OF LAST TWO 
ASSEMBLY MEETINGS... NEWS FROM LORD HOWE AND THE NEW HEBRIDES.,. 
INTERVIEW WITH "PINEAPPLE BILL" AND NANCY... HELEN PAYNE RECIPES 
... "IN BOND"... AND THE "LETTER FROM HOME" WITH NEWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


DAY: DEC. 12 

ELECTORS WILL SAY WHAT THEY THINK OF PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
-- BUT THE VOTE WILL REFLECT WHAT THEY THINK OF THE ASSEMBLY SO FAR 


editorial-pl3 







COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


2| banhcord 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery . The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes’ walk up * ' 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



.LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL IEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES^-- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL. MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL IEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 




ASSEMBLY LEADERS APPLY 
FOR GIANT RAY INCREASES 


AUSTRALIA'S Remuneration Tribu¬ 
nal has made public the written sub- 
nhsions it received last month on 
tfhat Norfolk's Legislative Assem¬ 
bly members should be paid. 

The Tribunal received written sub¬ 
missions from six of the Assembly 
members and from Mr. Gordon Wil¬ 
liams, Chief Administrative Offi¬ 
cer until early next year. 

In inviting the submissions, the 
Tribunal's chairman pointed out 
that it was normal practice for the 
Tribunal to make them available 
to the public. 

The submissions show that - 

• PRESIDENT David E. Buffett 
recommended on 20tli October 
that his salary should be more than 
doubled from $11, 000 to $24,000; 
that he should receive an additio¬ 
nal "special allowance" of $1, 500 
a year; that "it is appropriate for 
the Chief Minister/President to re¬ 
ceive a Travelling Allowance at 
an equivalent rate to Australian 
Ministers of State i.e. $67 per ov¬ 
ernight stay"; and that he be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion in a superan¬ 
nuation scheme "with benefits av¬ 
ailable after specified periods of 
Assembly service." 

•DEPUTY PRESIDENT William 
A. Blucher recommended on 26th 
October that his salary should be 
more than trebled from $8, 000 a 
yeat to $24, 960 a year, and that 
in addition he should receive an 
allowance for expenses. 

• THE BASIC salaries recommen¬ 
ded for themselves by the President 
and Deputy President are both high¬ 
er than the basic salary the Com¬ 
monwealth pays to the Administra¬ 
tor. 

Here are extracts from the sub¬ 
missions made: 

From submission by Dt E. Buffett 

"1. MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY 
"a) Rate of Remuneration 
"I consider that, an appropriate 
rate of reitauijteration for Members 
should be not less than $9 per hour. 
By way of comparison, I mention 
Heads of Departments within the 
Norfolk Island Administration, 


presently receive an hourly rate of 
$7.9. Again 1 mention that all 
Members of The Assembly are inv - 
olved in either a Ministerial or 
assisting role and there fore work 
side by side with Norfolk Island 
Public Servants. A lesser pay rate 
would be inappropriate. The prop¬ 
osed rate of $9 provides a suitable 
margin. 

"b) Time Spent 
"The following is a summary of 
time spent by a Member on his 
Assembly duties, calculated on a 
monthly basis. Days are calculated 
at eight hours. 

Days Hrs. 

"i) Sittings of The House 5 

ii) Committee Meetings 2 2 

iii) Representation on 
Bodies (Building 
Board, Tourist 
Board, Immigration 

Board, etc) 4 

iv) Electoral Duties 

(hearing represent¬ 
ations) 1 

v) Research, preparing 

reports etc 1 __ 


"c) Travelling Allowance 

It would be appropriate for Mem¬ 
bers to receive a travelling allow¬ 
ance, comparable to that received 
by Members of The Australian Parl¬ 
iament i. e, $53 per overnight stay. 

"d) Recommendation 

I recommend remuneration of 
$4,650 per annum, with a travell¬ 
ing allowance of $53 per overnight 
stay. 

2. MINISTERS 

"a) Rate of Remuneration 

"The responsibility for executive 
decisions rest with the Ministers and 
they should therefore receive rem¬ 
uneration at a higher level than 
that awarded to Members, to reflect 
such responsibility. They additionally 
have the exercise of Executive 
Council responsibility. I propose a 
rate of $12 per hour for Ministers, 
b) Time Spent 

"The following is a summary of 
time spent by a Minister, calculat¬ 
ed on a monthly basis. Days are 
calculated at eight hours. 


Days Hrs, 

i) As above for Mem¬ 
bers. ^ 5 . 3 

ii) Executive Council 

Meeting 2 

iii) Meeting and Con¬ 
sultation with Public 
Service Departmental 
Heads and/or private 
persons on matters 

r equiring Ministerial 
attention. Consider¬ 
ing and deciding upon 
submissions requiring 
Ministerial attention. 8 

iv) Additional time 
for research, prepar¬ 
ation, writing reports, 
instructing and conf¬ 
erring with Assembly 
Draughtsman on 
matters relating to 

his Ministry. 6 

19 “5“ 

"On this basis, Ministers need to be 
occupied on a full time basis. 

”c) Travelling Allowance 
"It would be appropriate for Min¬ 
isters to receive a travelling allow¬ 
ance, comparable to that received 
by Members of The Australian Parl¬ 
iament, i. e. $53 per overnight stay, 
"d) Special Allowance 
"Ministers (specifically in this case 
of the Deputy Chief Minister/Deputy 
President) will need to relieve the 
Chief Minister/President in official, 
formal and social duties and a special 
allowance of $500 per annum is 
considered appropriate. 

"e) Recommendation 
"I recommend remuneration of 
$21, 000 per annum to be approp¬ 
riate, with a special allowance of 
$500 per annum and a travelling 
allowance of $53 per overight stay. 

"3. CHIEF MINISTER 
"a) kate of Remuneration 
"I propose a rate equal to that of 
Minister, earlier mentioned at $12 
per hour. 

"b) Time Spent 

"The following is a summary of my 
time spent, again calculated on a 
monthly basis. Days are calculated 
at eight hours. 

(next page, please) 
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The family life - it’s even more fun 
with the new Civic 5-Door. 


The new Civic 5-Door, like a happy 
family, gives a stable impression. 
That’s because of its straight, 
muscular body lines with minimal 
projections and the wide tread. 
And the combination of the 
durable, responsive engine, road- 
hugging suspension and sensibly 
laid-out driver’s console 
makes the car truly easy 


The interior, made even brighter 
by the large windows, is full of 
Honda innovations.. .the cliff-cut 
dashboard for more legroom... 
3-way adjustable reclining rear 
seat.. .the full-width hatchback. 

This new, second generation 
Civic has everything for the family, 
which is why every 
member of the family can 
enjoy it. 


The 2nd Generation 



HONDA 


ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor. J. W. HTZPATWCK 







Days Hrs. 

i) As above for 

Ministers 19 5 

ii) Oversight of House 

of Assembly and over¬ 
sight of drafting (leg¬ 
islative) priorities and 
general process of leg¬ 
islation. 2 

iii) Co-ordination of 

Ministries and Members 
of the Assembly Assist¬ 
ing. 2 

iv) Formal and Social 

committments relative 
to the office of Chief 
Minister. 4 

27 5 

c) It is appropriate for the Chief 
Minister/President to receive a Trav¬ 
elling Allowance at an equivalent 
rate to Australian Ministers of State 
i.e. $67 per overnight stay. 

d) Special Allowance 

The Chief Minister/President has 
a number of formal and social comm- 
i ttments required by his office, which 
require additional expense. A spec¬ 
ial allowance of $1, 500 per annum 
is recommended to cover such exp¬ 
enses. 

e) Recommendation 

" I recommend remuneration of 
$24, 000 per annum to be approp¬ 
riate, with a special allowance of 
$1, 500 per annum and a travelling 
allowance of $67 per overnight stay. 
'“You will note that the recomm¬ 
ended remuneration is less than the 
calculated amount for 27 days 5 
hours per month at $12 per hour. 

“In making this recommendation 
i have regard that the Chief Admin* 
istrative Officer (The Senior Public 
Servant) is presently receiving 
$23, 000 per annum. 

Significantly Related Matters 
“The only significantly related 
matter which 1 raise for your cons¬ 
ideration is that of superannuation. 

"I consider that die Assembly of 
Norfolk Island needs to attract and 
retain the best of its citizens that 
it is able and provision of super¬ 
annuation facilities to those that 
are engaged in its duties on a full 
time basis is recommended, both 
as an incentive and proper reward. 
“As the picture is presented at this 
moment, it is not prac tical to set 
up a superannuation scheme for 
two people. However, there may be 
facility for Members,in the above 
category to be contributors to sch¬ 
emes such as the Commonwealth 
Superannuation Fund with benefits 
available after specified periods of 
Assembly service. 

'*1 seek your consideration of such a 
scheme." 


From submission by W.A. Blucher 

"Two Executive Members carry out 
the executive responsibilities laid 
down in the Norfolk Island Act. 

"It is now very much apparent after 
nearly three months in office that 
the day to day affairs of the Island 
require the full attention of both 
Ministers. 

"In the case of the Deputy Chief 
Minister it is my opinion that time 
and salary commensurate with the 
status of the position is necessary for 
continuous efficient government. 

"The value and status of the two 
Ministers for various reasons must be 
in excess of that of ordinary Mem - 


HOW 

MUCH? 

HOW MUCH SHOULD ORDINARY 
ASSEMBLY MEMBERS GET? 

(At present, $4,000 p. a.; former 
N.I,Council, $500 p.a.) 

Recommended Amount 

D. Buffett.: $4, 650 

W. Blucher 4,320 

G. Jackson 4,000 

G. Williams 4,000 

B, Nunn 3, 000 

E. Howard 1,200 


HOW MUCH SHOULD THE 
DEPUTY PRESIDENT/DEPUTY 
CHIEF MINISTER GET? 

(At present, $8,000 p. a.) 
Recommended Amount 


W. Blucher 

D. Buffett 

G. Williams 
B. Nunn 

E. Howard 


$24, 960 plus 
expenses 
21, 500 plus 
superan'n 
16.899 
11, 000 
2,700 


HOW MUCH SHOULD ThE 
PRESIDENT/CHIEF MINISTER 
GET? 

(At present, $11, 000 p. a.; former 
N.I. Council President of Commit 


tees, $1,500) 
Recommended 

G. Williams 

D. Buffett 

W. Blucher 

B. Nunn 

E. Howard 


Amount 

$25,852 
25, 500 plus 
superan'n 
24, 960 plus 
expenses 
17, 000 
6,200 


bers of the Legislative Assembly when 
considered in light of the above ex¬ 
ecutive responsibilities. If ordinary 
Members have a value of say $9 per 
productive hour, I am of the opinion 
that Executive Members could well 
be, with all considerations, calcu¬ 
lated at a minimun base rate of say 
$12 per hour, thus on full time, 

40 hour week calculated at $12/per 
hour x 40 hours x 52 weeks -' $24,960. 

"I believe that the le&fcpf'jalary 
scale of Chief Minister’and Deputy 
Chief Minister should be considered 
above that of, say Chief Administ¬ 
rative Officer of the Norfolk Island 
Public Service and most certainly 
be well in excess of section heads 
within the Public Service, I support 
this latter statement by making 
relative comparisions between the 
ultimate responsibilities of the two 
Executive Council Members who 
respectfully I repeat, carries the 
ultimate load of authority of Exec¬ 
utive Council level and all other 
matters in respect of Schedules 2 and 
3 of the Norfolk Island Act in its 
everyday application to Norfolk 
Island. 

"It is rather difficult to place a 
fixed monetary value on die Pres¬ 
ident and Deputy President. 

"Value of time spent in addition to 
the above work-load vary consider¬ 
ably. However, it is general pract¬ 
ice that the General Committee of 
all Members of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly meet weekly to discuss "Cabinet" 
type matters and other matters of a 
general nature. 

"Preparation for, and carrying out 
the responsibilities of President and 
Deputy President prior to and during 
Legislative Assembly meetings require 
additional attention. 

"Attendance at community and 
other functions is an expected part 
of these responsibilities, i. e. visits 
to the Island of numerous dignitaries, 
attendance to and with the Administ¬ 
rator on matters necessary for the 
peace, order and good government 
of Norfolk Island. 

"I can only suggest at this point 
that a set allowance or fee, be arr¬ 
ived at in addition to alTthe fore¬ 
going, together with allowances of a 
general nature to cover other expens¬ 
es, i. e. entertainment, vehicle etc. “ 
■ 

From submission by E, D. Howard 

"For generations past it has been 
the established tradition on Nor¬ 
folk Island that members elected 
to the island's representative body 
have served as a matter of com¬ 
munity responsibility and honour. 

The community in general has 
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never considered that such posi¬ 
tions should be paid in a normal 
sense. Modes’t sums have, how¬ 
ever, been paid to help make up 
for a certain level of expenses that 
fall on a member - petrol, station¬ 
ery, a bit of necessary "good" cloth¬ 
ing for members who wear only 
working clothing in their daily lives, 
and so on. 

"Many members of the commun¬ 
ity whose judgment and character 
1 respect believe that this tradition 
is important to Norfolk Island. I 
share their belief. Significant com¬ 
pensation was not promised to suc¬ 
cessful candidates for election to 
the Assembly, and 1 believe all 18 
would have offered themselves for 
election if only the $500 previous¬ 
ly paid to Council members had 
been expected. 

"It may be that there would be 
a benefit to the community, on 
balance, in setting aside the "com¬ 
munity responsibility" tradition and 
replacing it with a new policy of 
paying members for their time ac - 
cording to reasonable commercial 
or public service standards. Out 
as yet no thoughtful analysis has 
been made of whether such a change 
would be good or bad for the com¬ 
munity. .. 

"Should time spent preparing for 
meetings be paid for? If so, how 
much preparation time should be 
considered "necessary"? Some 
members will prepare very care¬ 
fully, whether they are paid to do 
so or not. Seme members may do 
very little preparation, whether 
they are paid to do so or not. 

"Should members be paid for 
time spent talking with electors? 

If so, should all such discussions be 
paid for?"... 

"There are substantial variations 
in portfolios from one non-execut¬ 
ive to another. Should members 
be paid according to the burden of 
their portfolios? I should think not... 

"What proportion of full time is 
expected of the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister? There is 
wide latitude in die possibilities. 

"At one extreme, a Chief Minister 
could make it known that he will 
be available to deal with official 
duties only between, say, 4pm and 
5.30pm each week day. The isl¬ 
and's administration would not col¬ 
lapse. There would be some delays 
in some decisions. There probably 
would be greater delegating of de¬ 
cisions to the public service... 

"The expected, authorised and 
paid workload of die Chief Minister 

(Please turn to page 33) 
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ISLAND'S MOTOR TRADE URGES QUICK ACTION 

Month-by-month car rego 


KORFOLK'S MOTOR trade hopes 
tnat a new plan for inspecting and 
re-registering vehicles month-by¬ 
month through the year can be put 
into effect before next March. 

The proposal, aired by Legis¬ 
lative Assembly member Duncan 
McIntyre in September, has rec¬ 
eived strong backing from a group 
of motor sales and service propriet - 

Mr. McIntyre is at wark-on a full 
review of the Island's motor vehicle 
laws, but the trade group is advoc¬ 
ating that the existing law be amen¬ 
ded to establish rotating regist¬ 
ration as soon as possible, without 
waiting for the entire law to be 
reworked. 

"The problem of updating veh¬ 
icle registration procedures has been 
with the Island for many years 
now, " says Phil Page, who oper¬ 
ates) Cascades Motors and who has 
been made spokesman for the group. 
"Any further delay would be irr¬ 
esponsible, " he says. 


registration inspection demands, but 
ordinary everyday repairs as well." 

•Financial. "The motorist on 
Norfolk Island is in many ways ex¬ 
ceptionally fortunate. The charge- 
out labour rate for repairs to motor 
vehicles here on the Island varies 
from about $6 to $7 per hour. The 
current costs in both New Zealand 
and Australia are from about $12 to 
$18 per hour. The motor industry 
here hopes to be able to continue 
this price advantage, but financial 
pressures make this more and more 
difficult. Financial resources would 
be utilised far better if costs were 
spread throughout the year. Savings 
would obviously be passed on to the 
public." 

•Inspection standards . "It is diff- 
icult for any inspector to set a reas¬ 
onable standard when faced by a typ¬ 
ical family man with several vehic¬ 


les all requiring inspection repairs 
at some cost, (all at the same time) 
without somewhat relaxing those 
standards. That inspector would 
probably not be faced with that 
situation if each vehicle owned by 
this individual was inspected at diff¬ 
erent times of the year. It is also 
extremely difficult for inspectors 
to make accurate judgements when 
being pressed from all sides by 
vehicle owners." 

The trade group says that vehic¬ 
les could be divided into 12 diff - 
erent monthly lots according to 
registration numbers, according to 
alphabetical order of owners' 
names, or according to the month 
when the vehicle was first regist¬ 
ered. 

It would not be essential to have 
registration and inspection at the 
same time. Re-registration could 
continue to be handled in March 
only, if inspections were staggered 
through the year. This would be 
similar to New Zealand's "warrant 
of fitness" system. 


REFERENDUM: DEC. 12TH 


The group says the annual Febru- 
ary-March crush, when every car 
on the Island has to be brought up 
to inspection standards, is bad for 
everyone including themselves. 

"The demands expected of this 
industry for only two months of the 
year are impossible to fulfill," the 
group says. It describes four main 
trouble-areas caused by the present 
system*. 

•Spate parts. "The industry is 
expected to pre-judge the demand 
accurately prior to the registration 
period. This is virtually impossible 
when all vehicles on the Island have 
to be catered for. Many parts must 
be imported from sources a long way 
from Norfolk Island, and can take 
four to six months to anive. If the 
demand for spare parts was reason¬ 
ably constant throughout the year, a 
far better service to the public 
would be possible, and the cost 
would be lower." 

♦Labour . "The demands on reg- 
istered inspectors creates difficulties 
each time the current registration 
period comes round. The demand on 
experienced mechanics to make die 
necessary repairs is in die same cat¬ 
egory. It is impractical for staff 
levels to be high enough to cater for 
this peak demand during two months 
of die year. This results in all rep¬ 
air staff being pushed extremely 
hard dying to cater for not only 


THE REFERENDUM on Norfolk's vot¬ 
ing system will be held on 12th Dec¬ 
ember. 

Some time before November 21st. 
each elector will be mailed a sam¬ 
ple ballot form, to show what it 
will look like, and copies of two 
statements - one prepared by a 
group of electors who favour propor¬ 
tional representation and offer the 
reasons for voting "yes", and another 
prepared by a group who prefer die 
traditional Norfolk voting system 
and present reasons for voting "no”. 

It will be the third time that Nor¬ 
folk electors have felt strongly e- 
nough about a public issue to peti¬ 
tion for a referendum. 

In 1968 electors petitioned to go 
to die polls on a proposal to open 
Norfolk immigration to any Aust¬ 
ralian citizen. In 1972 they used 
the Referendum Ordinance again to 
call a vote cm Australia's plan to 
make Norfolk its high-security ani¬ 


mal quarantine station. On both 
occasions the vote went heavily 
against the proposals. 

Nothing in the ordinance makes 
die voting results binding on any¬ 
one, and after the rejection of the 
quarantine station Australia's Min¬ 
ister responsible for Norfolk affairs 
suggested that perhaps the people 
of Norfolk hadn't really meant "no". 
But the Commonwealth was unwil¬ 
ling to over-rule the vote, and the 
quarantine station plan was switch¬ 
ed to Cocos Islands, another terri¬ 
tory under Australian authority. 

The current referendum was pet¬ 
itioned after Hon. R.J. Ellicott 
required the Island to use proportion¬ 
al representation voting in electing 
its first Legislative Assembly last 
August. 

The petition was completed and 
lodged with the Administrator sev¬ 
eral weeks before the election, but 
the Commonwealth insisted that the 


REFERENDUM QUESTION 

The question to be put to electors at the referendum on 12th December is -- 
"SHOULD THE METHOD OF ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORFOLK ISLAND BE BY THE 
SYSTEM OF PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION USED IN THE 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTION OF AUGUST 1979 INSTEAD 
OF BY THE SYSTEM USED IN ThE ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF 
THE NINTH NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL?" 
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An Open Invitation 
to call in at 
‘the Top of the Village’ 
from 





WlT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING B A RG A I N-HU N TERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE’LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 


FOR WOMEN, IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" -- 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"-- 
ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



THE TWIN SHOPS AT THE 
TOP OF NORFOLK VILLAGE 



Hates 

-NJ MASTER?! E( 


MASTERPIECES FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 


TELEPHONE 2358 


election go ahead on the new ba¬ 
sis without waiting to see what the 
referendum result would be. 

At the last regular meeting of the 
former Norfolk Island Council on 
July 6th there was strong opposition 
to the way proportional representa¬ 
tion was being forced on the Island. 
Councillors passed a resolution of dis¬ 
approval, with only Councillor David 
Buffett - now Chief Minister in the 
Assembly - supporting Australia's 
action. 

The Referendum Ordinance has 
since been altered, and It is possible 
that the July petition would not have 
been effective if it had been filed 
a month later. 

Before being amended, the ordin¬ 
ance allowed electors to petition 
for a referendum only if the ques¬ 
tion related to some matter on 
which the Governor-General could 
make an ordinance. That limited 
the right to essentially municipal 
matters, but the voting system is 
one such matter. 

As amended in August, the ordin¬ 
ance gives the electors greatly in¬ 
creased referendum powers. One- 
thiid of the electors can now pet¬ 
ition for a referendum on any mat¬ 
ter at all that affects the peace, 
order and good government of the 
Island - except for three specific 
matters. 

On those three prohibited mat¬ 
ters, the Administrator "may" call 
a referendum if the Assembly ad¬ 
vises him to do so. Two of the 
three are carr -overs from the past: 
the raising of any public loan, and 
the importation, manufacture or 
sale of liquor. The third excluded 
matter is "any question relating 
to the constitution of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly". It is not clear 
exactly what that means. A court 
case might be necessary to clarify 
what "the constitution of the As¬ 
sembly” includes. On the surface, 
it would seem that the voting sys¬ 
tem is importantly related to the 
constitution of the Assembly. 

If it is, the electors who objected 
to the forced introduction of proporti¬ 
onal representation just got their peti¬ 
tion in in the nick of time. 

Votes at die referendum will be 
counted as soon as the polls close, and 
the result should be known the night 
of the 12th. 

In keeping with long tradition that 
changes should not be forced on a 
community tiiiless a significant major¬ 
ity wants diem' made, the Referendum 
Ordinance provides that the electors 
will not be considered to have said 
"yes” unless the change is approved 
by lO^c more voters than say "no". 
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New Common plan is on 


A PLAN for upgrading the quality of 
cattle grazing free on Norfolk will 
get underway shortly, after years 
c f discussion and planning. 

The program will include the ap¬ 
pointment of a full time stock in¬ 
spector, twice-yearly drenching of 
all annimals on the common, and 
an annual de-lousing treatment. 

Amendments to the laws covering 
animal diseases and pasturage & en¬ 
closure were introduced in die As¬ 
sembly in October and passed four 
weeks later. 

The amendments have been assen¬ 
ted to by the Administrator and are 
now law. 

Owners of cattle on the common 
are expected to have to pay a 
yearly fee of $10 a head, instead 
of the present $1. Horses will 
probably cost their owners $30 a 
year, because of the more extens¬ 
ive drenching required. 

The higher fees will be aimed to 
do no more than cover the costs of 
treatment and supervision. 

The program will not show its 
full effects for nearly three years 
after it goes into operation - all¬ 
owing for nine months* gestation 
period and two years for the new 
generation of animals to mature. 

But from that point on, owners 
can expect $20 or more worth 
of additional, better-quality meat 
on yearlings every year. 

The plan is also expected to help 
reduce the number of animals on 
the common. The number was cut 
from 765 down to 560 two years 
ago, and has been left at that level 
since. With higher fees to be paid 
it is expected that owners will look 
more closely at their beasts, and 
cull out the ones with little promise. 
This could bring the total number 
down under 500. 

That would still be overstocking 
the common, some owners feel. 

The area available for grazing by 
the common herd has been shrink¬ 
ing in recent years, as previously 
neglected and unfenced private 
pastures have been enclosed. There 
are only about 365 acres of comm¬ 
ons, with roadside grass adding a 
bit more. 

The drenching program would see 
the stock inspector giving all 
animals a dose of anti-worm med¬ 
icine just before the winter season, 
to help them during the lower-qual¬ 
ity grazing months. In mid-winter 
he would put a dose of anti-louse 


medicine on each beast’s back; 
the medicine, absorbed into the 
animal's system, would get rid 
of lice for an extended period. ,In 
spring, after the rainier part of the 
year when cattle worms thrive 
most, he would repeat the anti¬ 
worm treatment. 

Controlling cattle worms increas¬ 
es the animals* meat gain, increas¬ 
es the percentage of live calves 
born, and reduces calving difficulty. 

It is particularly important during 
an animal's first two years. A 
beast whose growth is damaged early 
usually remains stunted, with ret¬ 
arded muscle and meat formation. 

The worth of an animal can also 
be reduced sharply by lice. Pest¬ 
ered by them, the animal is contin- 
ally bn the move, never resting, 
and can lose as much as three 
pounds weight each day. 

Part of the proposed program is 
more regular attention to the herd 
by die stock Inspector, with his advice 
and assistance being charged to 
owners. This aspect of the plan 
was questioned in the Assembly, 
but Mr. Ryves points out that anim¬ 
als on the common are not watch¬ 
ed by their owners, and occasion¬ 
ally need help. A beast can become 
ill and unable to move, can have 
a difficult calving, be hit by a car, 
or get into other trouble. Charges 
for help from the stock inspector 
in such situations are expected to be 
on the order of $5-$6. 


Flower Island’? 

AN EXPERIMENTAL new export in¬ 
dustry for Norfolk - growing carna¬ 
tions and other cut flowers for sale 
in Melbourne and other overseas 
markets - will get underway short¬ 
ly at Anson Bay. 

The pilot industry will be tried 
out on five acres of land rented from 
Greg Quintal by the Turner family 
of Melbourne. If Norfolk proves to 
be a suitable place for commercial 
flower production the Turners intend 
to encourage other residents to get 
into die industr y too, and provide 
picking, packing, shipping and mar¬ 
keting services for them. 

Miss Cherrie Turner, the family's 
marketing expert, says the Turners 
have an established business in Mel¬ 
bourne, selling several hundred 
thousand dollars worth of flowers 
to the markets there each year. 


They have been importing the flow¬ 
ers by air from Brazil and other 
countries. 

She approached the Administra¬ 
tion many months ago to see whe¬ 
ther production might be tried out on 
an experimental basis on Norfolk, 
but the enquiry bogged down. The 
Turners then negotiated with the Fi¬ 
jian government and received appro¬ 
val to start operations there. With 
encouragement from Greg Quintal, 
she re-opened discussions with the 
Norfolk administration before decid¬ 
ing to go ahead in Fiji. 

Health and quarantine officials 
in Australia have given approval for 
the flowers to be admitted in from 
Norfolk, subject to prescribed regu¬ 
lations. East-West Airlines have 
told die Turners that it can handle 
the shipment of as much as 1,000 
kilograms of cut flowers a week. 

Members of the family who will 
be involved in the project are Miss 
Turner's parents Mr. and Mrs. R. W. 
Turner, and her brother Mr. G. Turn¬ 
er, who is married with two infant 
children. Miss Turner would spend 
about half time on Norfolk, and half 
time overseas selling the flowers. 

In the initial stages they expect 
to employ five people full time, 
with an additional five part-time 
workers needed during die busy sea¬ 
son. 

The flowers will be grown under 
polythene shelters to protect the 
plants from rain an4 wind. Miss 
Turner says that if the project proves 
as successful as the family hopes, 
many other residents might be able 
to get into production too, earning 
extra money on plots of land as 
small as i or i acre. 

The Turners expect to invest 
about $80, 000 in equipment and 
stock, and have provided a further 
$40,000 for working capital. They 
hope to ship the first consignments 
of Norfolk flowers next April. It 
would take about three years to 
bring the initial five-acre plot to 
full production. 

They say that Rowing Cut flowers 
is land-intensive and labour-inten¬ 
sive, and that cut flower farms have 
become tourist attractions elsewhere 
in die world. 

If die industry proves suitable to 
die Island, Miss Turner says die po¬ 
tential market for flower grown 
here could be extremely large, 
reaching to the U.S. and to South- 
East Asia. She says if- it can be 
developed into a substantial new 
industry for the Island, her family 
would coach and encourage others 
to become involved, on a cottage 
industry basis. 
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WHAT THEY 


3.10.79: 

Assent received from the Administ¬ 
rator for Act No. 2 (Budget) and Act 
No. 3 (Public Moneys). 

Terms and conditions of Chief Admin¬ 
istrative Officer agreed to - Salary 
$20, 000 p. a. plus Transitional All¬ 
owance for previous Official Sec¬ 
retary at rate of $3, 000 p. a. 

Elected House Committee, resp¬ 
onsible for Assembly rooms. Mr. 

Nunn and Mr. Williams to be mem¬ 
bers. 

Elected Mr. Howard to be Assembly's 
member on Building Board. 

Introduced;Court of Petty Sessions 
Bill to raise the top level of matters 
able to be dealt with in the Court 
from $1, ooo to $2, 500. 

Introduced: Stock Diseases Bill to 
provide compulsory health care for 
animals on the Common. 

Introduced: Pasturage and Enclos¬ 
ure Bill to limit the number of 
animals on the Common. 

Enacted; N. I, Flag and Public 
Seal Bill. (Mr. Jackson and Mr. 

W illiams opposed, all others in 
favour.) 

Enacted; Liquor Bill, to allow Lic¬ 
ensing Board to determine the num¬ 


ber of licensed restaurants. (Unan¬ 
imous. ) 

Discussed: Use of firearms on 
Philip Island; delay in Gates Rep¬ 
ort; investigation of possible bulk 
LPG storage at Ball Bay; need for 
more responsible use of Headstone 
as a tip; personality conflicts in 
Assembly. 

31.10.79 

Reported; state of dung beetle 
activity; reply from Dept, of Prim¬ 
ary Industry on 200 mile zone; Dept, 
of Health comment on new N. I. 
health scheme. 

Appointed; Social Services Board 
(Mr. Nunn, Patricia Magri, Pat 
Anderson, Mac Adams); Immig¬ 
ration Board (Mr. Buffett, Mr. Nunn 
David Rogers, Sid Cooper, Geoff 
Bennett.) 

Reported: Work toward new Build¬ 
ing law; enforcement of existing 
law; new policy on Building applic¬ 
ations being Gazetted; Temporary 
suspension of approvals for addition¬ 
al tourist accommodation; Executive 
control of building matters. 

Reported: Work on bulk LPG stor¬ 
age at Ball Bay will start shortly, 
expected to be in operation next 


April. 

Reported: Assembly policy on 
airport upgrading; press reports on 
East-West and Airlines of N. S. W. 
proposals; Communication to Min¬ 
ister for Transport. 

Assent received; Act No. 4 (Pub¬ 
lic Service), Act No. 5 (Assembly 
powers, privileges and imminities) 
and Act No. 6 (Liquor Law). 

Reported reserved for Governor- 
General; Ordinances Revision Ord¬ 
inance, N.I. Flag and Public Seal 
Bill. 

Adopted: Proposal that Assembly 
form branch of Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association - Mr. 
Buffett and Mr. Williams elected 
to executive committee of such a 
branch. 

Enacted: Court of Petty Sessions 
Bill to raise Court's limit from 
$1, 000 to $2, 500; Stock Diseases 
Bill to treat Common animals; 
Pasturage and Enclosure Bill to lim¬ 
it Common animals. 

Discussed: Two new police off¬ 
icers replacing two departed; dogs 
on the beach; need for jet-standard 
airport; need for investigation into' 
high food prices; need for insuring 
public buildings; concern over 
inadequate coverage of N.I. health 
scheme. 

NEXT MEETING: 12th December. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 


Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 





dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
Id dishes. 

ery night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
>od and meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free- 
TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with goo 
ts; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night an 
g to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
g to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner a 
s Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

ur chefs have studied on four continents and pre 
e best in local and imported foods, artfully pre- 





* PETE’S PLACE* 

for 

SCOUNT PRICES 


on famous 


Sunbeam 


gift ideas 
TAX FREE 







SUNBEAM 
BURST-OF-POWER 
BEATERMIX MIXE. 
PORTABLE JM7. 

3 mixing speeds 
with an extra 
burst of power 
at the touch of I 

a button. | 

Lightweight. | 


SUNBEAM BURST-OF-POWER BEATERMIX MIXER ON 
STAND JM8. 

3 mixing speeds 
button. Compact 


SUNBEAM MIXMASTER MIXER MX701. 

Check the features. 12 mixing speeds, famous 3-way beating 
action, convenient worklight, choice of two glass or stainless 
bowls. Black or woodtone base. Includes a citrus juicer. 


extra burst of power at the touch of 
n white with stand and two glass mix 


SUNBEAM 

2-SPEED 

POWER BLENDER 


SUNBEAM 8-SPEED POWER 
BLENDER PB698. With the added control of a 
'Power Pulse' switch and Vortex action for 
thorough blending. Blend and store jar included, 
decorator yellow and brown. 


With the added control of 
'Power Pulse' switch and 
Vortex action for thorough 
blending. Blend and store. 
included. In two-tone greei 


SUNBEAM COMBINATION** GRILL GR9 

The all new, all at once, twice as fast, space saving, 1® 

fat free, easy clean. Sunbeam Combination Grill. 

With two reversible non-stick hot plates, each ribbed on one side and flat on the other. SUNBEAM TOASTA-MAGIC TOASTER TA11 
Removable for easy cleaning. Deep drainage channels and separate drip tray for fat- Automatic toaster at an economical price. Comp 
free grilling. Slide heat control and temperature indicator light. Four cooking positions; toast colour settings, in sunset Red, Harvest goi 

Opened out flat for big family grills, both sides at once for super-quick cooking, _ 

one sided vertical to save on bench space. 

or suspended top-plate cooking- ■ 

great open sandwiches 


Sunbeam Powerhouse 
Can Opener CA12 

Powerful motor to open 
most size cans,quickly and 
without fuss. Also sharpens 
knives and scissors. 

With cord storage. 


SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR8. 

For scrumptious, flavour-sealed sandwiches or jaffles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has a 
3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
legs and a thermostat control with light. 




EDITORIAL 


WHEN NORFOLK ELECTORS went to the polls last August 
they had to vote on faith, to a large extent. There were 
many unknowns. 

It was not clear how the new Norfolk Island Act would 
work, in practice. No one knew what the Legislative As¬ 
sembly would be like. It was uncertain whether Australia 
would make free use of its power to veto Assembly actions. 

No one knew how "proportional representation" would 
work on Norfolk, although most people vaguely assumed 
that their votes would be counted more or less as they had 
been in the past. No one knew who would be elected, but 
seven or eight of the existing Councillors seemed certain to 
get in. 

No one had any idea of what the Island's financial 
outlook was. 

THAT WAS ONLY A FEW MONTHS AGO but much has be¬ 
come clear in that short time. Some of the answers have 
been most encouraging. Others have been quite bad news. 

FIRST. THE GOOD NEWS. 

A ustralia's role in the new government has been 
praiseworthy. The Council had been concerned that Aus¬ 
tralia was retaining too many powers and would have no 
hesitation in using them. That worry may have been un¬ 
necessary. The position taken by the new Administrator 
and his Official Secretary can only be described as fault¬ 
less. It actually appears, so far, that Australia wants Nor¬ 
folk to govern itself and wants to assist where it can. 

The Assembly's powers under the new Act appear to 
be substantial. In the past it could take a year or longer to 
get a simple law passed through Canberra. Now it can be 
done in a couple of months. That is much better govern¬ 
ment. 

There is a clear, welcome message In those devel¬ 
opments; if Norfolk Is able, Australia seems willing. 

»•«*« 

NOW THE BAD NEWS. 

The election result distressed many people. Three 
oustanding Councillors were discarded. No one realised, 
at that point, that In "proportional representation" each 
elector's ballot would be allowed to help no more than 
two candidates be elected. No one had any idea that nine 
candidates would be struck out of the running while four- 
fifths of all the votes were still uncounted. 

The new Assembly started off with pomp and circum¬ 
stance totally foreign to Norfolk's way of life. Clerks in 
wigs and robes. "Gentlemen, Mr. President'." instead of 
the national anthem. Honourable Members. Many people 
on the Island just switched off the broadcasts because they 
were stuffy and boring. Part of the problem was a new 
"standing order" that no one could speak more than once 
about any question. That eliminated all of the to-and-fro 
discussion that made the old Council worth listening to. 


Then came the budget, the first one ever revealed 
to the people of the Island. It painted an alarming pic¬ 
ture: the new government was planning to spend far more 
than it expected to take in, and was ready to consume - 
in a single year - almost half of all the Island's savings 
from past years. This plan was praised by the head of the 
Assembly as being quite suitable for Norfolk. 

Then began a series of new policy directions. The As¬ 
sembly decided that it would no longer try to preserve Nor¬ 
folk’s distinctness from Australia. The Assembly decided 
that it should take on all the powers, privileges and immuni¬ 
ties of the House of Commons in England. (These were very 
appropriate, the Assembly decided, but of course they would 
never be used.) The Assembly decided that It should form 
a branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 
which would put members in good company when they went 
on overseas missions. 

The people of Norfolk thought the Assembly was let¬ 
ting the situation go to its head a bit, but were patient. On 
the budget, though, they were worried. There were protests 
about it, and so the Assembly said it would go over the fig¬ 
ures again and see where economies might possibly be made. 

While that review was going on the officers of the As¬ 
sembly were recommending in writing to Australia's Remun¬ 
eration Tribunal that their own salaries should be doubled or 
trebled. 

THE REFERENDUM IN DECEMBER gives the people of the 
Island a most uiusual chance. 

Technically the referendum is just a question about 
Norfolk's voting system. The people will no doubt make it 
clear how they feel about having four-fifths of their votes 
left uncounted. 

More importantly the referendum will reveal whether 
the people approve of this Assembly's style of governing. If 
the Assembly had been making real progress and had brought 
a runaway budget under control, the people would be highly 
pleased and would vote "yes" because proportional represen¬ 
tation had created a good government. 

By the same token the referendum gives people an un¬ 
usual chance to pull back the reins on the Assembly - by 
voting "no" - If they are dissatisfied with what they have seen 
in the past several months. A strong "no" vote would say 
"Whooa:" to a group of men who seem to have lost touch 
with what makes Norfolk work. 

Norfolk works because it is remote, small, unpreten¬ 
tious, and plain-speaking. It works because the people 
work, and live within their income. It works because they 
know each other as human beings. 

Three years of an Assembly that cannot control the 
Island's finances because it is too busy chasing status and 
high salaries for itself could do permanent damage to Nor¬ 
folk. If the people want to say "enough of that:" they can 
do so by voting "no" at the referendum, and their message 
will be unmistakable. 



Letters to the editor 


WONDERFUL - BUT FOR HEADSTONE 
Sir, 

Just recently my wife and I had 
the pleasure of having a holiday in 
Norfolk Island. 

Our stay was made most enjoyable 
by the people we stayed with (Pine 
Valley Motels). They treated us 
like one of the family and nothing 
was any trouble to them, thanks to 
them. We drove over most of the 
roads and visited most of the scenic 
places you have there. 

We ate at most of the restaurants 
there which served up a delightful 
meal. 

The coral reef is picturesque and 
the coastline breathtaking. 

The people on the Island would be 
the friendliest we've met, and would 
leave some of us New Zealanders 
behind. 

One thing I must protest strongly 
about though is the dumping of the 
rubbish into the sea. 1 think that is 
most disgusting and should be stopped 
immediately. After all the world is 
protesting about the pollution prob¬ 
lem. You have some big gullies 
Which could be filled in and cover¬ 


ed with soil and made good use of 
at a later date. 

Hoping to return to the Island at 
a later date for another good holi¬ 
day. 

SUE & KEITH RUFF, 
Palmerston North. 

■ 

"KEEP THE WHITE FLAG FLYING" 

Sir, 

1 am writing this in the hope that 
the younger generation, interested 
in keeping Norfolk as it is, will read 
and inwardly digest it. 

I want all of you to realise that 
Norfolk Island was given to our an¬ 
cestors by Queen Victoria and Nor¬ 
folk is still ours, regardless of what 
others think or wish. 

Australia was asked to send a 
representative to keep peace and 
good order - an Administrator. 

Even my dears as late as 1914 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip 
visited Norfolk Island. Down on 
die football field people were told 
to stand back from the ropes but the 
Royal Family wanted to meet the gen¬ 


uine Norfolk Islanders, not Austral¬ 
ians, proving we are not Australians 
but genuine Norfolk Islanders. 

Not having heard the results of a 
special meeting held by stevedores, 
lighterage workers etc., I can only 
hope that they have recalled the old 
generation of men who many years 
ago had something similar happen 
to them - the men I refer to as 
"God's Gentlemen". They did not 
bring in personalities or money. 

The great concern of those men was 
"What was best for Norfolk Island." 

It ended up with a lot of broken¬ 
hearted men, who loved the sea, 
being fcaced out of the boats after 
having done a good job and being 
a credit to Norfolk Island and its 
people. They were replaced by a 
gang who offered their services - 
not just until the trouble wa9 sotted 
out, but who completely took over. 

Fellow Norfolk Islanders, please 
leave personalities and hate cut. 
Don't let this feeling rule your head 
and your hearts. Think how lucky 
we are to be living in this beauti¬ 
ful paradise. Maybe the people 
don't see eye to eye, but our child¬ 
ren are safe and you young people 
have not got die temptations of 
those living in big countries. Please 
let us be grateful for small mercies. 
Our fathers and forefathers only flew 
the white flag for good weather, and 
the red flan for bad weather. Let's 
keep the white flag flying. 

ELVA YAGER 

P. S. - - Having heard the results 
of this week's lighterage and steve¬ 
dores shipping problem: disappoint¬ 
ing tho' it may seem to many of us 
I personally would like to thank 
die agents of the shipping line for 
preventing a strike on our lovely 
island, (and may it always be). 
Difficult tho' it may have been to 
face an alternate agreement, I 
thank them from the bottom of my 
heart and remind them that "God 
works in a mysterious way his wonders 
to perform." 

Thanks Yorl-Ye for Norfolk. 

Elva. 



WANT TO SWAP STAMPS? 

Sir. 

I save stamps for sick children - and 
myself - and we want plenty of Nor¬ 
folk Island stamps. 

Are there any folk who would swap 
stamps - one for one, maybe, for any 
world or Australia? They could nomi¬ 
nate country interested in. 

Mrs. D. Richardson 
30 Truscott St. 

Moorooka, Qld. 41 OS 
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HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 


at Aunt Em’s 


«&*£<! 


mma< 






Come taste nice free samples 



HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you (know these dishes? 


Tahitian fish __ 

Banana Mudda fifth m 

Forpay Meringue tarts mMjBfm 

Candied Kumera MM 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 7 A 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut sy 

Pineapple pie I \ 

Norfork Island pudding A&bf 

It would be a shame to go back to 

the Mainland without trying the 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked *< bM1h 

and eaten by Island people for ^ 

hundreds of years. -—P* 1 ■■ 

Try these interesting and delicious 

dishes and many others at ^ 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaurant 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 





















Here is one of the 
world’s great watches. 


In addition to the normal time/calendar 
display, various sounding mechanisms are 
added such as alarm-1, alarm-11, hourly 
chimes, count-down timer and most 
uniquely the time-telling alarm. 

"The time-telling alarm" informs the user 
the time in three different types of sound 
through one-touch operation of the push¬ 
button. 


The "mode mark" lets the user know at a 
glance the mode that is set presently. 


The built-in illumination lamp facilitates 
an easy readout of the display information 
even in a dark place. 

The automatic calendar setting device can 
set the calendar automatically up to the 
2009 year. 

The power cell life indicator warns the 
user previously of the power cell replace¬ 
ment through flashing of the colon on the 
time screen. 

Just a single unit of the silver oxide power 
cell ensures an accurate timekeeping con¬ 
tinuously for about two years. 



Salami alarms crime timer 


Ion on on on 

y 


O CITIZEN 

a full range at 

--PRENTICE'S- 

THE. DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 






PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and ISO 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12. 00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Frl. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. HospitaD. 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk sumps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pn. 
Account!, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINeT 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
tone) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12. 30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z.;Burnt Pine office 
open 6-6 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


COLOAfy 


STEAK 

DINNER 

$2.80 



TAKEAWAYS 

FROM 

35t 


family restaur®^ 


A SPECIALTY - CHINESE MEALS AND TAKEAWAYS 


Taylorfc Road opposite Rawson Hall 


I.Y.O.-No Corkage Charge open 7 days -- 12-2 and 5 . 3 o r 9 .oo Paul Reid y. Proprietor 



BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment, Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's : “The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230. " 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under j mainland price. ” 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers a"nd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND. ITS 
TRADITIONS AND-CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF -GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50*. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 


EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 





G° V 

PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 




-CAMERALINES- 

Artistic Revelation! 


What's'the big drawback of every 
other SLR camera ever made? 

When the mirror goes up, and the 
shutter opens, the light sensors go 
dead Leaving you to shoot Wind 

If the light suddenly changes during 
the exposure, your pictures are ruined 

It doesn't happen often That is, 
if you don't shoot fast motor drive 
or flash. But it does limit your 
photographic performance in ways 
you have probably oome to take 
for granted 

At Olympus, we didn't We found 
the answer and put it into the QM-2. 
TIL Direct Light Measuring is the 
world's first and only central exposure 
control system. It uses light sensors 
that read the light directly reaching 
the film, during the exposure, in any 
light conditions you 
care to imagine 

When you shoot a fast motor drive 
sequence, it gets the exposure right 
for every individual frame, even if it 
has to suddenly switch from 1/1000 
sec. to several seconds. 

With the Olympus Quick Auto 310, 
it makes possible TTL Centralized 
Control Flash, where the flash emission 
is regulated electronically by the 
camera—meaning you can use bounce 
flash, diffused flash or any other kind 
of flash at any aperture, and always 
get automatically perfect exposures. 


There's a lot more to TTL Direct 
Light Measuring, and a great lot more 
to the OM-2 and the OM System 
It amounts to a revolution 
in technology, and a 
revelation in creativity 



you can 
depend on it. 


it's from 
Camemhnes 


AGFA-GEVAERT 


r 

^ Norfolk Island 

SUN 

11 November 

■ Church services 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

MON 

12 

■ Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

•Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

TUE 

13 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

WED 

14 

■Museum open (Ml-4,30) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 

18 

■Church services 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

19 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

20 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 

21 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT 8pm) 

25 

■Church services 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

26 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

27 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8prr) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 

28 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

2 ' 

■Church services 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

3 

■Housie (LC) 

•Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

4 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

• C’dant's Din (G) 

5 

fi 

•Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8 pm) 

9 

■Church services 

10 

•Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

11 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

12 

■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 

■N. 1. Assembly <A2 pm) 


a great name in photography 


C A L E N DA R 

The length of each of the ■ 


THUR 



■Housie (LC) 
•Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV"6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


22 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

16 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


23 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

17 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


24 

■ SOA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . , 

N 

- 



LOCATIONS 


29 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


6 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


13 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.0C) 


30 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


7 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


1 December 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


8 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open nigjit (Nik) 


15 

■SDA service 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS OAMCDAI IKICO 
ON NORFOLK ARE Lr AM tHALIN Eb 


A -N. 1. Assembly chamb 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 





jThe professional! 
multi-mode SLR ! 
at a surptismqly 
I affordable prico 


SHUTTER SPEED PRIORITY 
Catches the Action Any Way 
You Choose! 


MANUAL Lets You Experiment 
with Unlimited Exposure 
Combinations! 


XD-5 


it's from 


you can 


dependonit. N CamemUrjes. 




SrECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND teems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,^ and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
witl; a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But die 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk: 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
die Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of die youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk hi 1856, having been told 
that they could have the endre Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions To'the Queen, Inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders” quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2‘. FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt; has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on tile 
import and sale-of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty . 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual pant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a pant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air apee- 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
Only, sending data oinded by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildlnp at Kinpton, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3:the ruins 

The ruins and restored buildlnp 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
bulldinp of later styles. Because 
many of the Kinpton buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill.- 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from pain pown on the island and 
then pound - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (Its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watelmill if the- 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milk-ruin are in Watermilkfal¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kinpton pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kinpton ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island way for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death”, and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for -die other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It-was gradually pulled 
fo pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4 : COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in- 
appropriate”, and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition-period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim - 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to die electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions niftght damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on die ground that it would be 
*"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect.- Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
said that a new form of government 
would be worked out in collaboration 
and consultation with the Council 
and the people. He then began 
some five months of secret discus¬ 
sions with the Council, at the end 
of which he introduced a new Nor¬ 
folk Island Bill into the Australian 
House of Representatives. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and die Councillors vo¬ 


ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 
included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5 : THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia within six months 
and Australia retains full power to 
make any laws it likes on the Isl¬ 
and, without representative gov¬ 
ernment. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to snip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk’s 2 00- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not ypt clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

Objections to Norfolk's new form 
of government have been made 
by the Society of Descendants of . 
the Pitcairn Settlers, and by the 
United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia - whose president described 
the 'self-government' provisions 
of the new law as "a charade". 

What most of the people of the 
Island seem to want is to be left 
alone - to support themselves, 
and govern themselves - leaving 
Australia the authority to manage 
the Island's international obliga¬ 
tions and agreements as Ansvalia 
thinks best. Tensions between the 
Island and the Australian Govern¬ 
ment will probably continue until 
Australia eventually honours the 
U.N. principle that no people can 
• fairly be ruled without their consent. 



NORFOLK 

RADIO 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8. 00. 12. 30. 1.00. 2. 00. 2. 30, 3. 00. 3. 30, 8. 30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40. 8.40. 10. 00. 12. 00. LOO 


MONDAY 

9.15 Round the Horn 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

5.30 Little Listeners 
7.05 Children’s Story 

8. 00 Noel 

9. 00 Feature 

TUESDAY 

9.15 Open Window-Know 
Your Neighbour 

10. 05 Film & Show Music 

10.30 Norfolk Is. Hospital 

Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 
12.05 Ticker Tape & 
Phone 

1.30 Uniting Church Prog. 
2. 00 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Colin 


5.30 Little Listeners 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.30 Out of the Mouths 

of Babes 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 Family Hour 

9. 00 Destruction Factor 
10.00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 Noel 

10.05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 
2. 00 (On Assembly day) 

N.I. Meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

5.30 Little Listeners 

7. 00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir Goes Into 


10.05 Oasis of Shalimar 

10.45 Meaning Serial 
11.00 Requests 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Trukking Time 

5.30 Little Listeners 

8.15 Nat. Country Music 

Jamboree 

7.00 (On day after Assem¬ 
bly) 

Assembly Re-broadcast 
7.05 Evening of Light Clas¬ 
sical Entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 £>r. Findlay’s Case¬ 

book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Portrait of Queen 
12.05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. Relay 


4.30 Katrina 

5.30 Little Listeners 
7. 00 Fine Music All 

Around 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust. & Local News 
•10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Goons 

12.00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 
1.00 Radio Aust. Relay 
(Saturday Spore) 

7. 05 Story Time 
8.00 Quiz Kids 
9. 00 My Word 
9.46 Country Music 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. Relay 
7.00 Sunday Radio - 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of die Pitcairn Settlers' Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. ’’The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners’ 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say different. $1.25 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post. Newsagency, Norfolk. 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. $L25 to Box 94. 


THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

Hotel 


rui 

uu 


L^h r 1 Hotel ["FT) 

t)U' Mira 





A 

n 

me 


v YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
l- k FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 


'ft LOVELY DINING ROOM 

iTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


, mce 

SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd. Manager 




© COPYRIGHT 1917 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0.T.C.-- International phone calls, telegrams 
@HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRAMNC MJ$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 


SUNDAY 
OPEN 9an 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs... teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ' he at-n-serve’ items 

... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries_ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops_magazines... batteries... 

cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles...first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




EXISTING BEDS COULD HANDLE 41, 000 TOURISTS A YEAR 

Freeze on new accommdn. 


NO APPROVALS will be given for 
any further tourist accommodation 
on the Island until the Legislative 
Assembly has completed a full re¬ 
view of the present situation and 
future needs, now being carried out. 

During the past year only some 12 
accommodation units have been 
approved. There have been none 
since the Legislative Assembly was 
inaugurated in August. 

The freeze means that applications 
on hand at the Building Board for 
some 50 additional units will be 
held in suspense for the time being. 

The Accommodation Proprietors 
Association has been considering 
statistics prepared by Mr. Allen 
Payne, which suggest that the Island 
may already have an over-supply 
of tourist beds. 

Mr. Payne's figures, covering six 
''winter" months from April through 
September, show that 9, 045 tourists 
visited the Island, staying an average 
of 9.15 days and occupying an aver¬ 
age of only 35.73% of all the tourist 
beds. 

In recent years various studies, and 


A RECOMMENDATION on the future 
upgrading of Norfolk's airport is now 
expected to be put to the Australian 
Cabinet by the Department of Trans¬ 
port before the end of November, ac¬ 
cording to News sources close to the 
scene. 

While it is said that Mr. Ellicott 
leans toward a substantial upgrading, 
possibly enough to bring DC 9s here, 
the DeHavilland Dash-7 has offered 
the Commonwealth a cost-free al¬ 
ternative and is very much in the 
running. 

East-West Airlines have been asked 
to make a proposal for servicing the 
Norfolk-Sydney run with Dash 7s, 
and have done so - "reluctantly", 
according to The News's sources. 
East-West is pressing hard for per¬ 
mission to buy F28 jets, and has re¬ 
vived strong support from Norfolk's 
Assembly. 

The Assembly was critical of the 
Dash 7's need to stop for fuel at Lord 
-Iowe Island, its slower speed, and 
ts inability to offer less expensive 
•lights than the present F27s. 

But it appears that Norfolk would 
be able to get by - a little better, or 
perhaps a little worse - with T28s, 
Dash 7s or DC9s. Under the circum¬ 
stances Australia's decision will im¬ 


policies favoured by the Norfolk 
Island Council and the Tourist Board, 
have agreed that too much growth in 
tourism could spoil the "away-from- 
it-aH” atmosphere which brings most 
visitors here in the first place. A 
ceiling of 20, 000 tourists a year has 
been talked about, but has now been 
exceeded without any real concern 
being expressed. 

The Payne figures point toward a 
1979 total of 23-24, 000 visitors. 

If bed occupancy rates were higher, 
the Island apparently has capacity 
to sleep many more than that. The 
figures are based on an estimated 
1,261 tourist beds available on 1st 
July. Assuming that the average 
visitor's stay remained just over 
nine days, a bed-occupancy rate of 
70% in six winter months and 907c 
in six summer months would mean 
over 41, 000 visitors a year. 

At that level there would be an 
average of 900 tourists on the Island 
each winter day, and 1160 each 
summer day. Year-round there 
would be an average of 113 visitors 
arriving and leaving every day. 


tralian problems that have nothing 
to do with Norfolk. 

Representatives ot East-West, of 
Ansett-owned Airlines of N.S.W. 
(which wants to take over the Nor¬ 
folk run using Dash 7s) and of De¬ 
Havilland Canada, makers of the 
Dash 7, all visited the Island during 
October. Mr. Phillip Steadman, gen¬ 
eral manager of Airlines of N. S.W., 
praised the Dash 7, saying that - 

•It would solve the "90-minute 
rule” problem. (Department of 
Transport regulations prohibit a 
two-engined plane from being used 
over water more than 90 minutes 
from an airport. The regulations 
have been temporarily relaxed 
for the F27s East-West flies here, 
which are about 100 minutes from 
landing at mid-point.) 

•It would carry up to seven 
passengers more than the F27, 
and has almost 25% more cargo 
space. "We would have to match 
the amount of cargo carried by 
East-West now, at least, “ said 
Mr. Steadman. 

•It would be able to use either 
of Norfolk's existing runways, 
depending on wind direction. If 
the airport is upgraded for F28s, 


only runway 11/29, the longer of 
the two, will be improved to 
handle them. 

•It would be "die world's quiet¬ 
est aircraft." 

•It would avoid a probable curt¬ 
ailment of F27 carrying capacity 
which would be expected while 
runway 11/29 was being redone. 

W ith only die shorter runway in 
service. F27s would be limited to 
reduced loads. 

•It is a new, high-technology 
aircraft which has already shown 
unusually great reliability. 

Mr. Steadman commented on 
some concerns that had been ex¬ 
pressed on Norfolk about the idea 
of a Dash 7 service. 

The need for a refuelling stop at 
Lord Howe would make Sydney- 
to-Norfolk about a five hour trip, 
but he thought most holiday trav¬ 
ellers would find it an interesting 
break to have a close look at Lord 
Howe from the air, and stretch 
their legs during the 20-30 minute 
stop. 

He discounted the idea that Nor¬ 
folk would be getting itself into a 
cul-de-sac by being committed to 
propellor-driven aircraft, and 
unable to handle current jets. De 
Havilland Canada are looking at 
a Dash 7-200 model with greater 
payload, which could be introduced 
in about four years, which would 
be able to cany 50 passengers non¬ 
stop from Sydney. Beyond that, 
he thinks that quieter, more fuel- 
efficient, slower-landing jets 
"have got to come” and that 
Airlines of N.S.W. would be in the 
market for them. 

Mr. Phillip Jardim, the DeHav¬ 
illand Canada representative trav¬ 
elling with Mr. Steadman, said his 
company is currently researching 
an "augmenter wing" aircraft in 
which jet engines would create high 
lift by blowing air over the wing- 
tops. He said the company holds 
patents on the idea, and that stud¬ 
ies indicate it would allow a jet 
to take off and land at even lower 
speeds than the Dash 7. "By the 
end of the '80s it could be an air¬ 
plane, " he said. 

If the Australian Cabinet prefers 
the Airlines of N.S.W. proposal 
to East-West's, Mr. Steadman said 
the first Dash 7 available to his 
airline would be delivered in Jan¬ 
uary, 1981. The second - and two 
would be needed to start the Nor¬ 
folk service - would be available 
about two months later, so that 
the Dash 7s would first begin carry¬ 
ing passengers here in about April 
that year. 


Airport Decision Imminent - Maybe Dash 7 

bably be made in die light of Aus- 
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RE-DEFINING AT L.H.I. 

"ISLANDER" RIGHTS, a deep and 
serious matter on Lord Howe Island 
for many years, are about to vanish, 
according to the island's newspaper 
"Signal", 

Last year a petition circulated on 
the island asking that the rights be 
preserved. It was supported by 83<7c 
of Lord Howe’s 300-odd residents. 

But Premier Neville Wran of 
N.S.W. has told them that in forth¬ 
coming amendments to the Lord 
Howe Island Act the definition of 
"Islander" will be changed. Instead 
of meaning someone born on the 
island, or descended from one of 
the families that settled there long 
ago, it will mean anyone who has 
lived on the island for five years. 

”S ignal" editor Jim Whistler says 
the change will mean that land leas¬ 
es will go to the highest bidder, ra¬ 
ther than being reserved for "real" 
islanders. And he warns that rental 
charges will be multiplied. 

The fixed rate now is $2 an acre 
a year for islanders -$10 a year for 
the normal five-acre parcel. Mr. 
Whistler points out that the rate 
sounds low, but that it was intro¬ 
duced when leases were first granted 
to families, some of whom had al¬ 
ready been living on the land for 
100 years. 

Non-islanders pay hitter rentals, 
in one case almost $200 an acre. 

Jim Whistler expects such rates to 
be charged to everyone when rents 
are re-determined, two years after 
the new Act comes into effect. 

"It is not unrealistic to expect that 
in the future there will be leasehold¬ 
ers paying up to $1, 000 a year for 
their five acres, " he says. "In die 
next 25 years that will have amount¬ 
ed to $25, 000. Perhaps then, and 
only then, will it be fully realised 
what •Islander' preference really 
means. ” 


‘PANDEMONIUM’GOING 

NEW HEBRIDEANS appear to be sorting 
out the long-standing confusions of 
their French/English "condominium" 
government at last. 

The island group will vote this 


month for a new assembly 
which may actually represent the 
voters. The framework for a new 
constitution has been worked out by 
the New Hebrideans themselves. 
France has dropped its opposition to 
genuine local self-government, and 
has indicated it would be willing to 
let the New Hebrides become an 
independent new nation, perhaps 
in the first half of 1980. 

A comprehensive report on the sit¬ 
uation in the November "Pacific 
Islands Monthly" says that the con¬ 
stitutional planning committee was 
established on the initiative of the 
New Hebrideans themselves. "Al¬ 
though its legal status was ambiguous, 
it was as representative a body as it 
was possible to put together under 
the circumstances, " says PIM. "The 
success with which it was established 
was an early indication that if the 
New Hebrideans were left to them¬ 
selves, they were capable of resolv¬ 
ing their differences in an amicable 
way." 

There was widespread resistance 
to an assembly set up two years ago. 
The elections for it were boycotted 
by the Vanuaaku Party, and the as¬ 
sembly turned out to consist entire¬ 
ly of pro-French leaders. 

The Vanaauka Party then set up 
what it called a "provisional inde¬ 
pendent government", which served 
mainly to demonstrate that the party 
had substantial popular support. 
Vanaauka leaders later agreed to 
give up the "provis ional government" 
idea and take some ministerial posi¬ 
tions in a new "government of na¬ 
tional unity" with the pro-French. 

Last February M. Paul Dijoud, 
France's minister for overseas terri¬ 
tories, said the New Hebrides would 
have self-government so far as France 
was concerned, provided the island¬ 
ers could work out an acceptable 
constitution. 

The new assembly about to be 
elected will have authority over 
everything but defence, currency, 
and "certain aspects of internal se¬ 
curity reserved to the metropolitan 
powers". Presumably those reserved 
matters will be negotiated by the 
independent government once it 
comes into existence. 
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Sunbeam Kitchen Center System KC10 

Three full size appliances in one, all on a compact power base. 

Full size mixer and dough maker, a blender and a continuous flow food 
crafter. 

Optional attachments available. 



SUNBEAM FOOD PROCESSOR LC1. 

All the speed and versatility to shred, slice, mix. chop, crush, blend, 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/OFF switch and 'Pulse Button' 
for precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade, slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula. 



SUNBEAM 2 UTRE KETTLE KE4. 

Safety cut-out if water boils dry. In gleaming stainless 
steel with orange trim. 




SUNBEAM HOT SHOT BEVERAGE 
MAKER HS2. The fast, hot drink maker. Gives boiling 
water for two cups of tea. coffee or soup in under a 
minute. Ideal for kitchen, office or shop. In Harvest Gold 
with woodtone trim. 



SUNBEAM DELUXE 12 CUP 
PERCOLATOR PC 12. Thermostatically 
controlled 12 cup percolator with easy-read 
coffee level gauge. Dial from mild to strong. 
Heat resistant lid. handle and base. In gleaming 
stainless steel. 


SUNBEAM SPRAY & SHOT OF STEAM** IRON SR 18 



Glides through every 
carving and slicing job. 
Streamlined styling that's 
comfortable to hold. 


It's a dry, steam, spray and shot of 
steam iron. With a spray to damp 
down, powerful shot of steam 
for stubborn wrinkles, self 
cleaning action, side-mounted 
cord, extra wide heel rest, easy- 
to-read water level gauge and 
a wide range of fabric settings. 


Sunbeam Great Shakes** Milk Shake Maker DM1 

Kids love it. Makes big and fluffy shakes, egg flips, ice cream 
sodas. Comes with three different coloured containers and a 
recipe book. 

Dad can also mix up cocktails. 





SUNfifAMARWtf 


;red Trade Mark 





How do the Assembly members feel about 
the referendum? Here’s what they said... 


ATTITUDES OF Assembly members 
toward the forthcoming referendum 
were aired in a debate'at the meet¬ 
ing on 10th October. 

The debate was over a motion by 
Mr. Howard that the Assembly ad¬ 
opt a particular policy toward the 
referendum and its outcome. 

The motion was: 

'A. That the Assembly should not 
express its preference for either of 
the voting systems at issue, but 
should leave it to the electors to 
decide which system they believe is 
fair. 

'B. That the Assembly, recognising 
that the electors must have a voting 
system they trust in order for the 
members of the Assembly to have the 
status of fairly elected representatives 
of the people, affirms its support 
for these principles: 

"1. That the voting method 
used in electing members of the 
Assembly is a matter on which the 
electors are fully entitled to express 
their views. 

•2. That the view of the electors 
once it has been expressed in the 
formal process of the referendum 
should be the basis for the law by 
which members are elected to and 
hold office in the Assembly. * 

* Part B of the motion is far more 
important,"Mr. Howard said. 

" There are times when a body 
such as the Legislative Assembly 
should express or re-affum certain 
basic beliefs that are important to 
the community; that’s what this 
part of the motion is meant to do. 

"It affirms that die voting method 
is a matter for the voters themselves, 
not a matter that should be decided 
by some remote authority against 
the wishes of the voters. 

"More importantly, it affirms that 
we on this Assembly regard ourselves 
as the servants of the people, not 
the masters of the people. 

"It affirms that a referendum is' 
not an idle exercise but is one of 
the real political rights of the peo¬ 
ple. 

"It affirms that we want the will 
of the people to prevail. 

"There are only four reasons that 
I can think of why anyone might 
oppose die motion. 

"Someone might oppose it because 
he thinks that the Assembly should 
tell the people of the Island how 
they ought to vote. 

"Someone might oppose it if he 
thinks that the Minister has every 


right to juggle die Island’s voting 
system around regardless of whether 
the people agree or not. 

"Someone might oppose it if he 
thinks referendums are just a nuis¬ 
ance and thinks that the voice of 
the people at referendums should 
be able to be brushed aside by an 
Assembly like this or by an Austral¬ 
ian Minister. 

"Finally, getting to the heart of 
the matter, someone might oppose 
the motion if he is unwilling to let 
go of his present seat on the Assem¬ 
bly and is not willing to submit him¬ 
self to the electors again on the 
traditional Norfolk Island voting 
system, if die voters say that that 
is the system they trust and want 
restored to them.,, * 

Mr MacKenzie: "Of course we shall 
not be expressing our preferences as 
an Assembly about voting methods 
with this referendum coming up. 

"Of course, the electors must trust 
the voting system under which they 
elect their members but it is just 
not right to be discussing this in the 
Assembly and making resolutions. 

" There’s a number of electors 
that require a referendum on the 
voting system, the matter now must 
take its course. 

"I’m keeping this short and sweet 
because I personally believe we 
should not be discussing it. 

"I shall not support the motion 
which I believe is completely unn¬ 
ecessary. " 

Mr. Jackson: "In bringing up die 
subject of the forthcoming referendum, 
of voting by proportional represent¬ 
ation in this Assembly, Mr. Howard 
seeks to involve the Assembly in this 
issue on which all electors, includ¬ 
ing Assembly members, will vote 
according to their options. 

"At the same time in section 
one of his motion, he tries to gag 
the Assembly. 

"We all know that Mr. Howard 
edits, prints and publishes a monthly 
newspaper in which he has rubbished 
the system of proportional represent¬ 
ation under which members of this 
Assembly were freely elected by 
the people of Norfolk Island as 
their representatives in accordance 
with the Norfolk Island Act, and 
Assembly Ordinance. 

"In publishing his paper, Mr. 

Howard has some advantage over 
other Assembly members who do 
not run newspapers to disseminate 
their views on Norfolk affairs. 


"Irrespective of what die Assembly 
should concern itself with, the 
referendum on proportional rep¬ 
resentation, it might seem proper 
as Mr. Howard seeks to apply the 
gag to the Assembly in section one 
of his motion, that he be prepared 
to give the Assembly an assurance 
that neither by statement or innu¬ 
endo in his paper , he will be 
expressing a preference for either 
of the voting systems at issue, but 
as he says, leave it to the electors 
to decide the question. 

"Mr. President, I cannot support 
the motion." 

Mr. Nunn: “Mr. President, I can’t 
support the motion either — . 

"I think that this Assembly in its 
wisdom would seek , Having got 
the consensus of die opinion of 
electorate to see that the elecorate’s 
wishes were met but whether they 
will be met or not be met is not a 
matter on which I can legislate,,. 

“And I even hear Mr. Howard 
saying that he is quite prepared to 
stand down and have a re-election. 

"I don’t think that that would be 
in die interest of the Island. 

"I have no particular axe to grind 
about standing down but I don’t 
think that that is in the interest of 
the Island, 1 think the best interest 
in the Island is to serve by getting 
along with the job we’ve been el¬ 
ected to do and then when any 
by-election or a new election 
for an Assembly comes up, then is 
the time to approach the matter 
with die referendum beside it to 
see whether the wishes of the people 
are capable of being met., 

Mr. Williams: "Mr. President; the 
effect of this third paragraph would 
be to effectively gag the Assembly 
from debating the Issues involved 
in the referendum. 

"this perhaps would not be so 
terrible a thing were it not for one 
very important fact. 

"We know the mover of this 
motion just happens to own a news¬ 
paper and while this Assembly was 
gagged, that member could freely 
express his own views and prefer¬ 
ences in die emotional way to 
which he has now become accust¬ 
omed. .." 

(A point of order was raised, and 
Mr. Williams was directed to re¬ 
frain from personal reflections.) 

"Regarding paragraph 2 A of the 
motion, this seems to be stating 
the obvious. 

"Of course the electors are fully 
entitled to express their views on 
the voting method used in electing 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Nov 12-Dec 17 1979 


31 



Assembly members. 

"That is what the referendum is 
all about, no-one is trying to deny 
the electors that right. 

"The Referendum Ordinance provides 
that whenever the electors feel 
strongly enough about an issue, 
they can ensure that a referendum 
is held by petitioning the Admini¬ 
strator. 

"This is still die law. Nothing has 
changed that... 

"I don't support the motion at all 
Mr. President." 

Mr. Ryves: "Mr. Chairman, it 
wouldn't be my intention to support 
the motion . 

"I believe that this debate is rather 
unnecessary. 

"I think the views expressed around 
the table say that the electors will 
have the opportunity in the referendum 
to decide what is going to happen 
in the future not what happended in 
the past. 

"I do recall that prior to the election 
Mr. Howard supplied to the Norfolk 
Island News a question and answer 
document which he prepared and 
had published and in that document 
he said that he didn't think he had 
much opportunity to be elected under 
the preferential system but he would 
have an opportunity to be elected 


Under the old system. 

" Well it strikes me that the present 
system can't be too bad and shouldn't 
be too bad as far as he was concern¬ 
ed, because it did give the opport¬ 
unity to the electors to give a del¬ 
iberative vote and he benefited from 
that deliberative vote. 

"I think both systems have things 
to commend them and at this stage 
I think it is the right of the electors 
to decide which system they want 
in the future and having decided 
that, well then it is naturally the 
Assembly's duty not to oppose it 
and in the future to accept the 
decision of the electors in the refer¬ 
endum. " 

Mr. MacIntyre: "Mr. President, 
my interpretation of the motion is 
that the Assembly as a body and not 
as individuals adopt no stance to the 
referendum. 

"That die Assembly recognises 
the right of the people to determine 
this matter and that their determ¬ 
ination should form the basis of the 
way elections are conducted here. 

"In a way, I agree with the spea¬ 
kers who say that that's pretty self- 
evident and that it doesn't need to 
be debated. 

"In another way, I'm interested, 
almost amused, to hear a number 


of people refraining from voting 
for the motion because it was 
moved by Mr. Howard. 

"Having said this, I agree with 
the substance of the content. 

"I'm not feeling under any such 
inhibition anu I intend to support 
the motion." 

Mr. Blucher: "Mr, President, from 
what I've been hearing around the 
Assembly is that no-one is wishing 
to debate the matter at the present 
time but quite frankly that is what 
everybody is doing, so I think per¬ 
haps I should throw my hat in the 
ring and put my two bobs worth. 

"I think that it is evident that the 
people of this Island should have the 
freedom to decide for themselves 
without any pressures being put 
by Assembly members or by this 
Assembly and it is entirely up to 
those people to decide what form 
of voting they require, how they 
want it to be used and when they 
want it to be used and I don’t think 
that this is the proper time to go 
into full debate, prior, to the ref¬ 
erendum on how we are to go about 
it - and if the people vote one way, 
then this Assembly should take it- 
up. 

"I think it is after the referendum 
we should decide what we are going 
to do with the results of that refer¬ 
endum. 

"I can't entirely support the mot¬ 
ion as it stands, Mr. President, so 
I therefore move an amendment. 

"The amendment to the motion 
is 'that all of paragraph B be omitt¬ 
ed.'. 

Mr. Melhtyrtif "I oppose the 
amendment, Mr. President; one of 
the things that interests me in this 
debate, with the other speakers 
speaking, is that they don't, in 
general, seem to have indicated 
whether they do respect the power 
of tiie referendum, and the use of 
it to find the wishes of the people. 

"As one who does, I believe that 
that has got to form the basis of 
die law. Wheither that's within the 
power of the chamber or not, is 
perhaps another matter; but that 
it ought to be the policy of the 
house, I have not the slightest 
doubt. Consequently, I don't see 
anything to be gained by omitting 
it, and I oppose the amendment." 

(The amendment was voted on 
first. It was defeated, with only 
Mr. Blucher and Mr. Nunn in fa¬ 
vour. The original motion was 
then voted on. It was defeated, 
with only Mr. Howard and Mr. 
McIntyre in favour.) 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 


/^ALWAYS IN STOCK, a FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

/FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/'good STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 


HENSWEflR 


International 
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REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL from p. 6 


and Deputy Chief Minister has at 
least one aspect of long-term sig¬ 
nificance to the community. If 
either or both are defined to be 
ull-time positions, it will mean 
.hat those positions can never be 
occupied by anyone who is not a 
public servant or a retired person. 
Such a restriction would be. in my 
opinion, contrary to the public in¬ 
terest. " 

■ 

From submission by G. Jackson 

*T am employed on a part time 
basis for a fortnightly wage and be¬ 
cause of my election to the Norfolk 
Island Legislative Assembly I am 
frequently absent from my work, 
with consequent loss of pay, or 
being obliged to make up lost time 
by working longer hours or working 
at the weekends. 

”1 therefore consider that the 
present remuneration of $4, 000 
per annum is a fair remuneration 
for my duties as a member of the 
Legislative Assembly and compensa¬ 
tion for any loss of pay or inconven¬ 
ience caused by an irregularity In 
my working hours." 

■ 

From submission by D.J. McIntyre 

"Since 19 September last I have 
kept an accurate diary of the times 
involved in Assembly work, and 
for the three weeks since then I 
find that it takes 2 hours 15 minutes 
of my time each day, including 
weekends. The range is between 
lil (on two occasions) and six hours. 

I would estimate that only about 
20% of that work is done after 6pm 
on weekdays, or on weekends or 
holidays. This contrasts with the 
position I observed on the previous 
Norfolk Island' Council, where I 
would estimate that better than 
half the work could be done out of 
hours. By way of comparison it 
seems to me that the Assembly 
takes about the same amoint of 
total time but does not space it 
to conveniently, and includes ' 
quite a number of brief but defin¬ 
ite interruptions. This may im¬ 
prove with experience. 

"I am a solicitor by occupation 
and I use my ordinary office fac¬ 
ilities for seeing people (includ¬ 
ing visitors) and for the dictating 
and typing of letters and memor¬ 
anda to do with Assembly work. 

This is clearly the most practical 
solution. 1 do not think it would 
be feasible for me to use the As¬ 
sembly premises at Kingston nor 
to send my dictation down there 


for typing. 

"Responsibility on the previous 
Norfolk Island Council seemed to 
me to come in peaks, whereas As¬ 
sembly work has a daily character 
to it. Members of the Council re¬ 
ceived $600 p. a. Given that the 
principle of payment Is accepted, 

I was of the view that that was too 
little and at one time I unsuccess¬ 
fully proposed an increase to 
$1. 000 p.a. However, on reflec¬ 
tion, I have difficulty in saying 
what the purpose of paying Assembly 
members should be. Is it to remun¬ 
erate in accordance with time spent 
on Assembly affairs? Or for wages 
and salary lost by attention to As¬ 
sembly business? Or for the respon¬ 
sibility undertaken in particular 
cases? Or for the value of achieve¬ 
ments, whether as a representative 
of the electorate, an advisory mem - 
ber or an executive member? 

Should all members of the Assembly 
be paid the same if their responsibil¬ 
ities differ? If so, on what basis? 

"Being unable to reach a clear 
answer of my own, I have no recom¬ 
mendation to put to the Tribunal as 
to what the salary level should be 
and I am more than happy to abide 
the Tribunal's decision." 

■ 

From submission by B. K. Nunn 

"in considering the payment to 
members of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly, I believe it is fair to take in¬ 
to consideration that Norfolk Island 
and its people have always had and 
understood, a background of volun¬ 
tary service to the community. I 
would not wish this typical and 
historic attitude to be discontinued. 
Many people in various capacities, 
give up a large amount of their 
spare time in service to the com¬ 
munity without pay. 

"During the days of the Advisory 
Council, of which I was latterly a 
member, a considerable amount of 
my time was occupied in ipy dut¬ 
ies on that Council, as was also the 
time of other members. For this, 
we received an allowance of $500 
p. a. While this in no way recom¬ 
pensed members few the time given, 
there was never any shortage of can¬ 
didates for election to the council. 

It did create loss of earnings to cer¬ 
tain members of the Council, per¬ 
haps more than others, and I . am 
not therefore saying that this situa¬ 
tion was correct. There is clearly 
a danger that if this responsibility 
should create such a situation, it 
would be difficult to obtain a true 
cross representation of the people 
of the Island upon such a body, as 
some who might have considered 


being candidates might not be in 
a position to accept this sacrifice, 
and the government rest in the 
hands, solely, of retired or people 
of sufficient means to ignore this 
situation, 

“Much of die work of the pre¬ 
vious Council, apart from die regu¬ 
lar Council meetings, was under¬ 
taken during non-working hours to 
minimise this loss of earnings. Un¬ 
der the Legislative Assembly pro¬ 
gramme, and because of die need 
for part of the work of an Assembly 
man to be undertaken in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Public Service, and 
at times when members of the Pub¬ 
lic Service are available, more of 
the work has to be undertaken dur¬ 
ing working hours, thus increasing 
the possibility of loss of earnings. 

"For an Assembly Member hold¬ 
ing only an advisory capacity, the 
total workload would not appear 
to be much greater than that under¬ 
taken by members of the previous 
Council, but to be less convenient 
to fit in with the member's work¬ 
ing hours. 

"The present system agreed to 
by the Minister of having a mini¬ 
mal Executive Council, with all 
other members of the Assembly 
holding advisory responsibilities 
only to die Executive, would 
seem at this early stage to be 
working well, but clearly this 
imposes a much greater workload 
upon those serving on the Execu¬ 
tive Council, and, in particular, 
upon the Chief Minister. Indeed, 
from what I have seen of the work¬ 
ing of this system, it would seem 
imperative to me that, should this 
system continue, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter would need to be considered 
as a full time position. A further 
consideration, in looking at the 
remuneration of members of die 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly and its Ministers, as against 
that appertaining in any Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly on the mainland, is 
that all remuneration is received 
tax free at the present time. 

"Two dangers exist in having a 
system which entails a number of 
Ministers with executive authority. 
The first is that it is more diffi¬ 
cult to find on the Island people 
who can so arrange their work 
and business affairs as to be avail¬ 
able for Legislative Assembly busi¬ 
ness for .say 25% or 30% of their 
working hours, as ibis creates an 
inability on their part to hold re¬ 
sponsible positions in the work force 
and equally considerable difficulty 
for employers of such people. 

"The second danger lies in main- 
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raining an effective Public Service 
if too many individuals, as Minis¬ 
ters, can intrude upon the day to 
day workings of the Public Service... 

"I would, therefore, submit that 
the present levels of remuneration, 
and under the present system of gov¬ 
ernment, place too much emphasis 
remuneration wise upon the general 
member of the Legislative Assembly, 
and too little emphasis upon the Ex¬ 
ecutive of the Assembly. 1 believe 
that the Remuneration Tribunal 
should consider reducing the remun¬ 
eration for Legislative Assembly 
members to a maximum of $3, 000 
p.a. and that, while leaving the 
present levels of salary of the Chief 
Minister and Deputy Chief Minister 
at their present level, both the Chief 
Minister and the Deputy Chief Minis¬ 
ter should receive, in addition to 
their remuneration for those positions, 
the remuneration paid as a member 
of the Legislative Assembly., 

■ 

From submission by Gordon Williams 

"The lowest daily sitting rate gen¬ 
erally paid to part time holders of 
Public Offices in Australia is $72 per 
day. Norfolk Island Public Service 
salaries are based on a formula using 
Commonwealth Public Service rates 
and are currently, on the average. 


9ff?c of their Commonwealth Public 
Service equivalent classifications. 
Applying a similar discounting to 
the figure of $72, I suggest that 
$68.4 per day is an appropriate rate 
on which to base calculations. On 
the basis of a five-day working week 
this amounts to an annual salary for 
full time employment of $17,852 
per annum... 

“If it is accepted that non-execu¬ 
tive members are fully engaged on 
formal Assembly business for a total 
of one full day a week then annual 
remuneration at the rate suggested 
would be $3, 667 per annum. In the 
absence of hard supporting detail 
and on die basis that I believe my 
assessment of time involved is con¬ 
servative I cannot suggest a better 
figure than the $4, 000 already being 
received. 

"My personal observation of the 
Executive Members is that die Chief 
Minister is engaged full time in 
executive duties, in fact, well in 
excess of normal working hours. 

On this basis he should receive the 
full basic remuneration of $17,852 
per annum plus the full allowance 
for Executive Member of $4, 000 
per annum. My observation of the 
Deputy Chief Minister leads me to 
believe that his involvement in 
executive duties requires something 


less than full time and 1 would es¬ 
timate it to be 75 °lc of the time. 

1 hasten to add that my contact 
with the Deputy Chief Minister has 
been considerably less than with 
the Chief Minister and 1 must defer 
to whatever evidence might be pre¬ 
sented in his case. However on the 
basis of 75^c involvement his basic 
remuneration would be $13,399 per 
annum with ah executive allowance 
of $3, 000. 

“At present the President and De¬ 
puty President also hold the Execu¬ 
tive offices of Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister respectively, 
and it appears that, for the time 
being, this will continue to be the 
pattern. I would prefer to strike 
allowances for the President and 
Deputy President apart from their 
executive duties but at this develop¬ 
mental stage in the operation of the 
Assembly 1 find it impossible to 
clearly extricate Presidential duties 
from any of those of the Chief Min¬ 
ister. On the basis of visible du¬ 
ties above that of an Executive 
Member together with social in¬ 
volvement not otherwise provided 
for I. suggest the sum of $4, 000 
per annum for the office of Presi¬ 
dent and Chief Minister and $500 
per annum for the Deputy President 
and Deputy Chief Minister. “ 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS 


PaI CnnMICMO s - A - 37 - 89 &OOOCFP/RegisteredOff- 
UMLlUUIMIuMO ice NOUMEA/R.C.no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLAND/TAURA NGA 
C»C,C, AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C,C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


Norfolk 

“NORFOLK ISLAND people are hon- 
sst„" says farmer Bill Wilkins, 

<nown locally as "Pineapple Bill". 

'Our 'honesty box' has proved this. 
Sometimes, when we count up at 
he end of the day, we have more 
noney than we should, not less. " 

Bill's fruit and vegetable road 
tall has proved to be a big hit 
/ith Norfolk residents and tourists. 
Shortly," says Bill, "it will be a 
rive-in. People'll be able to 
rive right in and pick out their 
roduce." 

Nancy and Bill Wilkins, married 
ver 36 years ago, have worked 
>gether all their lives, but - 'hot 
! die garden," says Bill, - "she's 
foody hopeless." 

"Bill's a perfectionist, " says 
ancy. 

They met during World War II 
id had a full military wedding at 
. Stephen's Church in Macquarie 
reet, Sydney. "We were all in 
taW," says Nancy. Bill is a 
leenslander; Nancy is from Cron- 
la, N.S.W. Bill served in the 
iddle East and all through the 
.ands - "mostly Borneo way, " 
ys Bill. 

Nance was in anti-aircraft in 
dney - working in the under¬ 
ound headquarters where the 
Si W. Conservatorium o r Music 
inds, not far from Circular Quay. 

Bill was born and raised on a 
,iry farm in Queensland until he 
is 16, then worked in a sawmill 
t a while. "I knew what goes 
1 around a farm, " he says. 

Coming from the Glass House 
fountain area (named by Captain 
fook), 40 miles north of Brisbane, 

'here they had a road stall op- 
osite one of the mountains, the 
filkins first landed on Norfolk 
iland in 1967. As with so many 
ho eventually settle here, they 
oved the island immediately. 
Everything was ideal," says Bill, 
fisherman as well as a gardener. 

So they sold their farm in Queens- 
and, and moved here five months 
ater and had no trouble settling in. 

Noel and Joan Menzies, model 
eighbours, made it so easy for 
s," says Nancy. 

"We bought an acre of land from 
foel when on our holiday and 
iuilt our house ourselves in eight 
veeks - start to finish. ’’ 

Bill planted pineapple plants first 
and they they built the house. 



Nance was Bill’s labourer and they 
worked from daylight 'till dusk. 

Pineapples are Bill's specialty 
and he planted 6, 000 plants. His 
pineapples are the sweetest in the 
world. It takes a lot of tender lov¬ 
ing care to get them that way, and 
it takes five years to establish a 
pineapple crop. 

Not wanting to divulge his secrets. 


he says with a Queenslander's wry 
grin, "There's more than one way 



to get a pineapple plant growing. 

"From one pineapple plant, you 
get one pineapple the first year - 
could get 2-3 the second year. 

That's alii" 

'They don't require a lot of wa¬ 
ter and they hate to be wet. They 
require plenty of warmth and sun 
and no frost. It's harder to grow 
good pineapples here than in Queens¬ 
land. 

'We'll have pineapples from the 
end of February right through June." 
It's taken five years to get to this 
point and now Bill sells to hotels 
and, of course, at his own road 


LIVING 

stall. When he has enough, he'll 
sell to the shops as well. 

It'll take at least another three 
years before people can come get 
a pineapple anytime they want one. 
Then they'll be available all but 
three months of the year. Winter 
ones are sour." 

Not too long ago. Bill and Nancy 
purchased two and a half acres 
across the road from their home 
(this is where the road stall is and 
where the new drive-in one will 
be). There is a creek down at the 
back of the property. Although 
pineapples, really of the cactus 
family, don't require much water, 
other produce does. 

We have only just enough water, " 
says Bill. 

Although he now sells lettuces, 
cabbages, tomatoes, onions, beet¬ 
root, potatoes, onions, garlic, car¬ 
rots, cucumber and capsicums - 
all paid for by his patrons in die 
’honesty box'. Bill plans to just 
specialize in pineapples, bananas, 
tomatoes,, cucumbers, watermelons, 
rock melons and capsicums in the 
future. 

In 1976, Bill and Nancy went to 
Darwin for two years after the cyc¬ 
lone. Bill was asked to get the 
greens at die Darwin Bowls Club 
back in shape. He had been green 
keeper at the Norfolk Island Bowl¬ 
ing Club while waiting for his pine¬ 
apple plants to "come good". He 
is still a Greens Director of the 
Club. 

Although noticing a big change 
in the island since 1967, Bill and 
Nancy still love Norfolk. "There's 
still courtesy and chivalry on the 
island," says Nance. 


It THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
fUgjx. apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
-v" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
111086 at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 
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Symbol of 



Good Taste 


H. G. BROWN & SONS HAS ACHIEVED A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE MOST 
RESPECTED WINE AND SPIRIT HOUSES IN AUSTRALIA. 

IT TOOK A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF EXPERTISE, AND AN UNERRING 
INSTINCT IN DISCERNING THE POTENTIAL OF A YOUNG WINE. 

IT TOOK A LARGE MEASURE OF CONSIDERATION AND KNOW-HOW IN 
BEING ABLE TO SELECT ONLY THE FINEST IMPORTS FROM COUNTRIES AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

AND IT TOOK THE FORESIGHT AND ACUMEN TO BUILD A COMPANY 
THAT TODAY CARRIES THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF AUSTRAUAN 
AND IMPORTED REGIONAL ESTATE WINES ON THE EAST COAST OF AUSTRALIA. 

OUR WINE LIST IS AN INSIGHT INTO OUR CONSTANT VIGILANCE OF 
OUAUTY. 


Some of the wines you will 
enjoy most on Norfolk Island 



Brows Seafood 


MDffl, 



ESPECIALLY SELECTED AUSTRALIAN 
REGIONAL WINES 

Brown's Brut de Brut Champagne 
Brown's Langhome Cree k Tawny Port 
Brown's Bin 60 McLaren Vale Hermitage 
Brown's Bin 70 Red Ribbon Moselle 
Brown's Seafood Mosel 
Rhinecastle 26A Claret 




POPULAR STANLEY WINES 






aBERS ANO GRAN SPUMANTE 

V the Authentic sparkling 
Wine from italy. 

^A VERY FRUITY WINE WITH 
, THE LUSCIOUSNESS OF THE 
\mUSCATEL GRAPE VARIETY 
COMING THROUGH ON THE 
PALATE. 


H.G. BROWN & SONS PTY. LTD. 

WINE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS 159Gibbes Street, Chatswood, New South Wales. Telephone: 407 1221 




















smoked trumpeter which has re¬ 
cently become available you have 
a pleasure in store. Here is one 
way I have prepared it. 

SMOKED TRUMPETER AU GRATIN 
2 lbs. smoked trumpeter 

1 medium white onion 

2 oz. butter or margarine 
2 oz. plain flour 

3/4 pt. milk 
2 hard boiled eggs 
2 ripe tomatoes 
li cups grated cheese 
{ cup soft breadcrumbs with 1 
tablespoon melted butter 
Simmer fish in milk till flakey. 
Remove fish, bone and flake. Re¬ 
tain milk. Melt butter and fry 
onions, add to milk then add \ 
the cheese, thicken with flour 
mixed with a little milk, sim¬ 
mer for 5 minutes. Chop eggs 
roughly and add to the white 
sauce. Fill a buttered casserole 
with mixture and top with sliced 
tomatoes - pop into a moderate 
oven for ten minutes. Remove 
from the oven and spread the re¬ 
maining cheese and buttered bread¬ 
crumbs and crisp topping in the 
oven. Serve immediately. 

AND HERE is something different 
to finish one of those special meals 
you may be planning for the coming 
festive season. 

PRUNES IN PORT 

Cook 1 lb. of prunes with sugar to 
taste in a little bit of water and 3/4 
cup of port wine. Chill overnight. 


Serve in glasses topped with whip¬ 
ped cream and sprinkled with toast¬ 
ed almond spikes. 

CANDIED PEEL 

At the moment citrus fruit is plenti¬ 
ful on the Island and Christmas is 
not very far away so why not make 
your own candied peel. 

If using grapefruit take off the 
peel in large pieces, wash and trim 
out most of the pith before cutting 
into snips or triangles. Cover 
with cold water, boil for 5 min¬ 
utes and then drain. Repeat this 
sequence until the peel is tender. 
Weigh the drained peel and mix 
an equal amount of honey and su¬ 
gar (i of each). Add 1/3 cup wa¬ 
ter for each cup of honey and su¬ 
gar. Add peel and simmer until 
glazed (approx. 20 minutes). Af¬ 
ter draining roll in granulated sugar. 
Orange and lemon peel are treated 
similarly except it is not necessary 
to change the water but just sim¬ 
mer 20-30 minutes until tender. 

A rather novel sweet may be made 
by dipping candied peel in melted 
sweet chocolate. 


BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
FOR SOMEONE interested in wine, 
one of life's pleasures is to go back 
over the wines tasted in the preced¬ 
ing year or so and see how they stand 
up against one's first impressions 
and this 1 have been doing. 

Two dry whites which stood out on 
first acquaintance were the Reislings 
'of Stanley and Quelltaler, both from 
Clare district in S.A. On the second 
time around I preferred the Stanley 
for its crisp finish but am still con¬ 
fident that the Quelltaler will im¬ 
prove in the bottle for several years. 

During this last year or so I have 


paid more attention to sweeter 
whites probably because they are so 
popular and three deserve another 
mention. 

Kaiser-Stuhl's gold ribbon Spat- 
lese (late-picked) Reirling has main¬ 
tained its standard for several years 
and is to be recommended as a bet¬ 
ter buy than some of the heavily 
advertised but really ordinary Ger¬ 
man wines. 

Of the Moselles which have been 
around my pick are Seppelt's Muroom- 
ba and Quelltaler with the former 
winning by a short head with its un¬ 
usually fresh fruit flavour. 

Seppelt stood out from other White 
Burgundies with their Salinger label 
from Great Western in Victoria al¬ 
though Houghtons from West Aust¬ 
ralia gained some ground on a later 
tasting. 

Of the reds tasted most were good 
rather than outstanding. Of course 
it was a pleasure to have the French 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape of 1974 and 
it was a case of expecting something 
good and not being disappointed. 

I would, however, like to have an¬ 
other look at it a few y ears hence. 

On the home front Gramp's 
(Orlando) Jacob's Creek Claret was 
a pleasant surprise. Although pro¬ 
duced from the area where the 
first vines were planted in the Bar- 
ossa Valley it was modestly pre¬ 
sented and keenly priced. My first 
impression that .it deserved to be 
regarded as a premium wine stands 
firm. 

To finish as one would a good 
meal let us turn to Port and here 
two gain the attention. From Portu¬ 
gal we find one under the Harris 
label which is typical of the style 
of that country, smooth and light. 

By contrast the H. G. Brown from 
Langhorne Creek is bolder and after 
giving it fairly consistent attention 
for most of the year I am still im¬ 
pressed by it both as a Port and an 
outstanding value for money wine. 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock*" 


AWAITING WORD OF LATEST TITLES NOW ON THE 
WAY -- RING 2 069 FOR LATEST INFORMATION 





AGAIN, MUCH ACTIVITY has ta¬ 
ken place on Norfolk over the past 
few weeks. One most enjoyable 
function was the "Care for Kids" 
concert held in Rawson Hall. June 
Ryves' dancers formed the basis 
of the programme and Sue Semple 
arranged the other acts which, put 
together, made a most interesting 
and varied evening. Both children 
and adults thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. The theme was "Child¬ 
ren Round the World" and June’s 
dancers performed an Irish Jig, an 
English Hornpipe dance - Vanita 
Buffett, Claudine Karl and Jodie 
Williams were three competent 
dancers in those scenes. Susanne 
Ely, Ruth Jenkins and Kathy Macrae 
were terrific cowboys, and I loved 
the eastern dancers. I think I 
caught sight of Susan Magri, Nata¬ 
lie Stehr and Glynn Buffett in that 
particular item. Congratulations 
to Jenny Sexton and Lorraine Wil¬ 
liams who combined perfectly to 
present the Mazurka. Their cos¬ 
tumes, made by Margie Christian, 
were so colourful. Bet their hus¬ 
bands were proud of them I 

Have you ever seen adults 
dressed as babies? Well, at the 
concert Trevor Allan, Ann Slade 
and Lorraine Hayde really looked 
the part. Trevor Allan in his 
huge nappy, Ann similarly attired 
with a huge dummy around her neck, 
and Lorraine in he'r baby’s bloomers. 
They sang "Triplets". Bet the child¬ 
ren loved this item. 

I think what really stole the show 
was "Snow White (Dave South) and 
the Seven Dwarves". It took the 
audience a few minutes to work out 
the dwarves who had huge hats on 
that covered part of their shoulders - 
the faces were painted on tummies 
and cardigans buttoned around the 
bottom half made the arms. With 
Dave South miming the song from 
"Snow White", sweeping out "her" 
house and these little dwarves doing 
their antics they almost brought the 
house down! 

With great gusto the Cubs sang 
an Australian folk song - "The Go- 
anna Song” and the Guides dressed 
in white and black (natives of New 
Guinea) performed a spectacular 


disco routine. Carol Webb was 
their teacher and her patience was 
really rewarded as the girls were 
terrific. The routine ended with 
the girls’ backs to the audience and 
the tableau they formed spelt out 
"Year of the Child 1979". 

The final act was presented by a 
group of girls, taught by Evelyn 
Hobbins, who presented a number 
of Island dances. Their costumes 
and headgear, all made by Evelyn, 
were really beautiful. Jenny Grube, 
Lisa Woodward, Maxine Hobbins, 
Monica Menzies, Angela Hobbins, 
Tanya Randall and Nadine Butter¬ 
field gave a terrific performance. 

It is good to see the young people 
interested in the dances that the 
Tahitian women must have perform¬ 
ed many years ago on Pitcairn. 

The finale was a very colourful 
scene with all performers back on 
the stage to sing that lovely song 
"Care for Kids”. Have you stopped 
to listen to the words lately? 

Hard to believe isn’t it that Show 
Day has been and gone here on 
Norfolk for another year. True 
to form the Sunday for the child¬ 
ren's equestrian events was very 
overcast and cold. However, this 
didn’t deter the young riders who 
must have spent many hours during 
that morning preparing their horses 
and equipment. Some of the win¬ 
ners I noticed during the afternoon 
included Miriam Christian-Bailey 
and Willa Lackey, Vanessa Cooper 
and Stephen Hogden, Stephen Gray 
and Aaron Graham, lan Summer- 
scales who was the only entrant in 
his section, Cheryl Deadman, Le- 
anne Oldfield and Shelley McCoy. 
The judge must have had a very 
hard task as all entrants really tried 
hard. 

The following day was Show Day 
and, lo and behold, it was a perfect 
day. 1 think everyone was expecting 
heavy showers. The Show Commit¬ 
tee must be congratulated as the 
grounds looked superb. At 1.30 pm 
Wilf Randall, Vice President of the 
Royal A & H Society welcomed His 
Honour the Administrator and his 
wife, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Coleman, 
together with the other official 
guests. Mr. Coleman said it gave 
him great pleasure as one of his first 


official functions on the Island to 
declare open die 1979 Show. Of 
course, there was then a great rush 
to enter the hall to see all the ex¬ 
hibits. Didn't notice as many dif¬ 
ferent names on the winning cards 
as I’ve done in the past but many 
people had obviously gone to a good 
deal of trouble. , 

Believe Dianne Buffett's entries 
of handicrafts made from moo-oo 
and Beattie Bigg's hats made from 
dried flax have really revived in¬ 
terest in this old Pitcairn craft. I've 
heard of several Islanders cutting 
their fingers lately as they’ve gather¬ 
ed the moo-oo etc! It would be 
tremendous to see a revival in these 
old crafts. 

Noticed some love'y tapestry work 
entered by Helen Sampson and Rita 
Compton. Ronnie Allan was success¬ 
ful both with her crochetted shawl 
and wholemeal bread. What a 
great variety of Island dishes Aunt 
Em’s had prepared for the "Best 
Selection of Island Cooking". 

Evelyn Hobbins’ baby's bassinette 
looked beautiful with its liner, 
toilet bas ket, coat hanger, quilt 
and sheets. Liz Randall's baby will 
look lovely laying inside! Good¬ 
ness me, where did Greg Quintal 
find all those different vegetables? 

A marvellous selection Greg! They 
won for him Best Exhibit in the hall. 
The floral art and flowers were 
glorious this year. All so colourful. 
Congratulations to Marie Fresh¬ 
water on the troohy for the biggest 
number of points. A tremendous 
effort - Marie had entries in quite 
a number of different sections. 

You must have been up all night, 
Marie, to get all that cooking com¬ 
pleted! 

Outside there was a great deal 
of activity as the adults’ equestrian 
events took place. Again, a very 
hard task for the judge as all riders 
and their horses looked superb. One 
event which caused tremendous in¬ 
terest was the Best Trail Horse. 

The horse had to be ridden over, 
across, through and backwards, round 
a number of obstacles and then rid¬ 
den as his rider dragged along a bag- 
full of noisy tins. It was very inter¬ 
esting to see how each rider approach¬ 
ed the different obstacles. Jimmy 
Tavener even swung the noisy bag 
in the air! I think the eventual win¬ 
ners in this section were Jo Wiltshier, 
Jimmy Tavener and Culla Graham. 
Allan Bataille and Jo Wiltshier won 
Best Gentleman and Best Lady Rider 
respectively. Another tremendous 
day with many people wandering 
home tired, sunburnt, but happy! 

See you next month. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS . 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care produces 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rptohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . . 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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DEC. 17-JAN. 20, 1980 



'%»<.Wi*. 50c 
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Election Method 
Rejected by 58% 

NORFOLK’S RECENTLY-ELECTED M.L.A.’S NOW FIND THEMSELVES "ABLE TO BASE 
A CLAIM OF POPULAR SUPPORT ONLY ON A DISCREDITED ELECTORAL PROCEDURE" 

TAXES COMING 

AFTER STRUGGLING WITH A RECORD-BREAKING DEFICIT, THE ASSEMBLY 
CAN’T FIND ANY COSTS TO CUT — SO TAXES ARE PLANNED FOR 1980 

REVIEW OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

A FULL-SCALE REVIEW OF NORFOLK’S PUBLIC SERVICE IS PLANNED. 
ADMINISTRATOR PETER COLEMAN SAYS IN AN EXCLUSIVE "NEWS" INTERVIEW 

ASSEMBLY PAY REPORT 

AUSTRALIA’S REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL EXPLAINS THE SPECIAL NORFOLK 
PROBLEMS AND CONSIDERATIONS IT STUDIED IN RECOMMENDING M.L.A. FEES 

SUMMER READING 

A RECENT NORFOLK VISITOR RECOUNTS THE FASCINATING TALE OF 
HOW HE LEARNT TO BEAT A LIE-DETECTOR. MANY YEARS AGO 

PLUS: 

i-SIZE" AIRPORT PLAN... AIR FARES UP AGAIN... TEST BUILDING CASE SET FOR DEC. 18... 

S TO THE EDITOR...EDITORIALS...CURRENT PUBLIC SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT LIST... 

?&EET JOURNAL NORFOLK STORY... 32 NORFOLK TREES... "NORFOLK LIVING" TALKS WITH 
vLAVIS HITCH... HELEN PAYNE’S RECIPES... "IN BOND"... AND THE NEWSY "LETTER FROM HOME" 



COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 

We are hard to find because we're back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 

other shops along Taylor's Road. It’s worth look- ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 

ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- folk Pine. 

fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 

WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s ‘American Express 'Visa 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES, JADE, OPA LS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEA RL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30. 




jrift VOTE AGAINST PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 


M.L.A.’S ELECTION METHOD REJECTED 


AT REFERENDUM on December 12 
Norfolk electors strongly rejected 
the Legislative Assembly voting sys¬ 
tem that was forced on them last 
August. 

At the same time that the Assem¬ 
bly members in their monthly meet¬ 
ing were carrying a vote of confi¬ 
dence in their own government, 7 - 
2, die people of the Island were vo¬ 
ting heavily the opposite way, 463 - 
339, in the polling booths. 

The result was an even greater 
blow to die Assembly than the Qua¬ 
rantine Station referendum was to 
the Norfolk Island Council in 1972. 
Before that referendum Council bad 
approved in principle Australia's 
building its high-security animal 
quarantine station on Norfolk. But 
the voters rejected it 547c - 46<Jfc. 
Councillors who had favoured the 
station put their utils between their 
legs, and the station was built on 
Cocos Island instead of Norfolk. 

In die referendum just held, 587c 
of electors voted against proportio¬ 
nal representation, and only 427c 
were in favour. 

It shows that a large majority of 
electors do not accept die basis on 
which the nine-man Assembly was 
chosen on August 1. 

Chief Minister David Buffett took' 
u)p a leading public position on the 
issue as the campaign closed. Just 
before the referendum he took a 
full-page advertisement on page 2 
of the "Norfolk Islander", placing 
his prestige behind a "yes" vote. 

He emphasised his past experience 
as a returning officer, said he had 
researched both systems, and con¬ 
cluded with a pronouncement in 
bold type, "I consider die sensible 
approach to the referendum quest¬ 
ion is to vote YES". 

The majority declined to follow 
him, and the Buffett Government 
and the Assembly itself now find 
themselves able tq base a claim of 
popular support only on a discredited 
electoral procedure. 

At least for the moment, the re¬ 
sult also finds Minister R. J. Ellicott 
in a position of opposition to what 


the majority of electors believe is 
right. He personally introduced pro¬ 
portional representation, over-rid¬ 
ing angry objections from the Nor¬ 
folk Island Council last June. 

Council resolved, 7 -1, that if the 
Minister forced the Island to vote by 
proportional representation it would 
be "unwarranted and colonialist in¬ 
terference in Norfolk's domestic af¬ 
fairs, and a breach of faith totally 
incompatible with the Minister's 
assurances of consensus. ” 

The referendum just completed 
was demanded by a petition by el¬ 
ectors which began circulation on 
July 1 and was presented to the Ad¬ 
ministrator three weeks before the 
election on August 1. The only dis¬ 
sent from Council's position was 
from then-Councillor David Buffett, 
although he said "I am quite will¬ 
ing, if the community wishes to 
have a referendum, to do so." 

A decision on a new election lies 


THE NORFOLK Government has 
been doing everything in its power 
to reduce the biggest estimated def- 
icit in history, Chief Minister Dav¬ 
id Buffett told the Legislative Ass¬ 
embly on December 12. 

But figures he presented showed 
that no way has been found to make 
any economies in any costs of gov¬ 
ernment. 

In a two-mob*.review of the fin¬ 
ancial loss situation, the Assembly 
estimated revenue items again - 
mostly upward; discovered that 
$45,800 of expected spending was 
probably not going to be-requested 
after all; and provided $4, 000 for 
additional Assembly expenses. 

These re-calculations reduced the 
expected deficit for the year to 
$284,800. 

But the new figure ukes no ac¬ 
count of an unspecified and unex¬ 
plained amount of "additional 
funds for certain areas of the Ad- 


| solely in Mr. Ellicott's hands. An 
election can be called at any time 
by the Administrator, but he must 
do so on instructions from the Min¬ 
ister. 

The Legislative Assembly Ordi¬ 
nance would have to be amended, 
but this can be done whenever Mr. 
Ellicott likes, within a matter of 
a few days. All that is required is 
to delete the sections describing 
proportional representation voting 
and counting and replace them 
with wording taken directly from 
the old Council Ordinance. 

A new election - allowing for the 
Christmas - New Year's break and 
providing a month-long campaign, 
as in the Assembly election - can 
legally be held as early as the mid¬ 
dle of February. 


EDITORIAL - "THE NEED FOR A 
NEW ELECTION" - PAGE 16 ; 


ministration" which Finance Mem¬ 
ber Kevin Williams hinted would 
be needed to be found before the 
end of the year. 

"The Government is doing all 
possible to help the Island main¬ 
tain a healthy financial position, " 
die Chief MJqjUta Yait).? "At j»es- 
ent, this is being done. . . " . ,- 

But he said that "additional rev¬ 
enue-raising methods" would be 
necessary in the financial year 
starting next July. He said "The 
Government is examining ways 
and means." 

... -The Government’s apparent in¬ 
ability or unwillingness to scale 
down its pace of spending, up 
$460,000 from last year, was re¬ 
flected in Mr. John Ryves* support 
for the Chief Minister's statement. 
He said that the Cabinet had not 
been able to "come forward with 
a satisfactory way of depreciating 
(to page 5, please) 


NOWAY TO CUT SPENDING 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



'Road ATracfc* 

mi>gHTiflit SayS (Every so often a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years: the 626 * 


ARRANGE FOR 


TEST DRIVE TODAY 
UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

rnnmr. I. W. HTZMTHCK 










this deficit... there's a definite 
recognition that we must offset 
the deficit by further revenue¬ 
raising, .." 

Mr. Gilbert Jackson agreed that 
cuts in spending were out of the 
question by saying "There is no 
doubt that unless revenue to main¬ 
tain the Island is not raised we will 
continue to have a budget deficit . 
of this nature." 

Mr. Jackson proposed that money 
to support the government should be 
extracted from the business commu¬ 
nity. "The present methods of rais¬ 
ing revenue is a one-sided affair, “ 
he said. 

"Let us have a look at a list of 
how the revenue is raised - and it's 
all done by the Government of Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"The Customs; Crown lease rents 
and fees; revenue from Liquor Bond; 
Public Works; car registrations and 
licenses; court fees and fines; and 
so on — the sale of stamps. 

"We will notice that all this rev¬ 
enue is brought in by the one source 

- the Norfolk Island Administra¬ 
tion - with nothing (or very little) 
coming from the business sector of 
the Island." 

Mr. Jackson said that in 1978/79 
the largest percentage of $9 million 
of total imports into the Island was 
for sale in the tourist industry. "If 
we say that there was only a modest 
50<5fc mark-up on the sale of goods 

- which no doubt the mark-up in 
many instances would be much 
higher - then I would recommend 
that the treasurer, in seeking more 
revenue to maintain the financial 
affairs of the Island, take a good 
look at this sector... ” 

Mr. Duncan McIntyre said 'The 
deficit estimated - notwithstanding 
that effort is continuing to reduce 
it - is still disconcertingly large - 
in excess of a quarter of a million 
dollars. 

"I therefore will be giving my at¬ 
tention, and I trust the Govern¬ 
ment will continue to give its at¬ 
tention, to ways and means in which 
that may be reduced. 

"One thought which occurs to me 
is that perhaps the time has come 
when our administration could ben¬ 
efit by a professional review - by 
management adders on the main¬ 
land • and consideration in due 
course can be given to that. 

"It should be possible, in the 
light of experience of others who 
have taken that course, to schieve 
some savings and to create some 
new efficiencies which will be re¬ 
flected in out money situation." 


‘Medium size’ Airport Plan 


AUSTRALIA'S DECISION on the 
future of Norfolk's airport is that 
it should be upgraded to handle 
"medium sized" jet airliners such 
as the Focker F-28 or the planned 
British Aerospace BA146. 

The decision is only "in princ¬ 
iple" at this point. That seems to 
mean that the Commonwealth is 
willing to provide the $5-6 million 
that will probably be required, 
subject to engineering, environ¬ 
mental and other aspects being 
worked out in an acceptable way. 

The decision was the one lobbied 
for by the Norfolk Island Assembly, 
and it brought a strongly positive 
reaction from the Island's comm¬ 
ercial sector. It appears to end¬ 
orse East-West Airlines as the 
Australian Government's choice to 
continue operating the Sydney- 
Norfolk service. Ansett-owned 
Airlines of New South Wales had 
submitted a proposal to operate the 
route with DeHavilland Dash 7 
aircraft, re-fuelling at Lord Howe 
Island, but Cabinet supported the 
introduction of pure jets instead. 

Engineering studies are to start 
shortly. Until they are done there 
will be no reliable predictions of 
how long the job will take, where 
the necessary rock will be quarried, 


what improvements will be made 
to the terminal and other facilities, 
or whether there will be restrict¬ 
ions on the carrying capacity of 
East-West's F-27's during the con¬ 
struction period. 

Australia carried out an environ¬ 
mental impact study in 1975 on a 
proposed upgrading of the airport 
to handle planes as large as Boeing 
707*s. Some of that data will 
probably be useful for the smaller 
improvement now planned, but a 
new environmental impact study 
may be required from the Depart¬ 
ment of Home Affairs. : 

A public meeting to discuss the 
upgrading has been called at 
Rawson Hall on December 19 by 
four groups apparently concerned 
about it -Tfora and Fauna, Cons¬ 
ervation Society, the Pitcairn 
Descendants, and a newly-formed 
breakaway from the Chamber of 
Commerce, called the Norfolk 
Businessman's Association. 

There are some worries about 
75-passenger jets coming to the 
Island. If they provide a daily 
service and fly at 75^: of capac¬ 
ity - which East-West has aver¬ 
aged with its F-27's during the 
past winter - they will be bringing 
some 20,000 passengers a year 
from Sydney alone. 


SOME RISES, SOME CUTS FOR ASSEMBLYMEN 


THE REMUNERATION Tribunal 
decided at the end c f November 
that Norfolk Assemblymen should 
get less pay than they've been 
getting, but the Assembly’s two 
officers should get rises. 

Starting January 1 ordinary 
members will drop from $4, 000 
to $3,000 a year. 

The Deputy Chief Minister will 
get $10,500 a year - $14,460 
less than he asked for. But it’s 
still a rise of $2, 500 over his 
original level of $8, 000 a year. 

He is also to get a rise retrospect¬ 
ive to the start of the Assembly in 
August, which will give him a sort 
of Christmas bonus of $1360. 

The Chief Minister will earn 
$19,000 including a $1, 000 
special allowance, will get a car 
owned and maintained by the 
Administration, and has been 
recommended for inclusion in a 
superannuation scheme. His 
original fee was set at $14, 000 


but he had asked the Tribunal 
to vote him $25,000 a year. He 
also will receive a retrospective 
rise, which will mean an extra 
Christmas-time payment to him 
of something like $2,350. 

In announcing the determin¬ 
ations the Tribunal said it had 
exercised restraint and had tried 
to tailor the fees to Norfolk 
conditions. A detailed explanatory 
statement from the Tribunal ap¬ 
pears on pages 35-37 in this 
issue. 

The new fee levels will put 
the total cost of Assemblymen's 
pay at $50, 500. This compares 
with a total of $50, 000 recomm¬ 
ended in the Tribunal's interim 
findings; and with a total of up 
to $83,362 asked for in personal 
submissions to the Tribunal. 

The members of the Norfolk 
Island Council received $500 a 
year each, with an extra $1,000 
for the President of Committees. 
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THE POSSIBILITY of Norfolk’s 
getting any share of fees paid by 
foreign fishing vessels for harvest¬ 
ing the 200-mile zone around the 
Island "goes against the whole of 
the Commonwealth policy, ” 
according to Administrator Peter 
Coleman. 

In a wide-ranging interview with 
The News in December, Mr. Cole¬ 
man also said that - 

•He thinks it is for the Island to 
decide whether it wants .to contin¬ 
ue having taxes, welfare services 
and industrial laws different from 
Australia's. But he points out that 
"there are some people who say it 
shouldn't be for the Island to decide." 

•The Public Service Board has 
endorsed the policy that all Aust¬ 
ralian public service salary increa¬ 
ses should flow on automatically 
and at full value to Norfolk's 
public service. 

• A full-scale review of the 
public service - positions, class¬ 
ification, systems, procedures, 
structures and training - is to be 
made. Negotiations for a public 
service expert to carry out the 
review are underway now. 

• One of the Administrator's 
functions is to advise Canberra what 
Norfolk thinks. He does this with 
the help of "consultations with 
Island people" and may include 
discussions with the full Assembly, 
rather than just the Executive mem¬ 
bers. 

Excerpts from the interview; 

Q: In your briefing for taking up. 
the Administrator's position, were 
you given any general guidelines? 

Mr. Coleman: "Yes. The mental 
attitude was that the Island is beg¬ 
inning self-government; that it's 
now at the stage that die Northern 
Territory was at roughly three yean 
ago. Just as in the Northern Terr¬ 
itory there has been a transfer to 
the Assembly of powers retained by 
the Commonwealth - for example, 
land use, police, preservation of 
historic areas, health - then it is 
to be assumed, without it's being 
strictly time-tabled, that a similar 
process will happen here. The 
Administrator is in the position of 
withdrawing himself from the role of 
the old-style Administrator, while 
still retaining some of those powen. 
It's a transition period..." 

Q: When the term "full self-gov¬ 
ernment" is used, it has various 


NORFOLK'S NEW ADMINISTRATOR GIVES 
ABOUT FISHING FEES.. .THE PUBLIC SER' 

meanings. The Northern Territory 
is moving toward 'Tull self-govern¬ 
ment", like a State. The States 
have already ceded certain powers 
to die Commonwealth. Some of 
those powers, in effect, Norfolk 
holds now. Do you sense that when 
we arrive at “full self-government” 
it will be at the cost of those powers? 
Mr. Coleman; "No, I don't - alth¬ 
ough there is clearly disagreement 



MR. COLEMAN 

on that. There are those who think 
that Norfolk should be integrated 
with the mainland, rather like the 
Northern Territory or the State of 
New South Wales. There are others 
who say that a Federation is flexible 
enough to allow for a community 
or territory or state or whatever it is 
called, to be an integral part of die 
federation without having the same 
laws as every other integral part of 
die federation... obviously this gets 
into the area of income tax and 
other taxes, welfare services, ind¬ 
ustrial relations, matters of this 
kind, which are clearly different on 
this Island. 

"But there are two views. There 
are those who say they should no 
longer be different, and those who 
say they diould continue to be diff¬ 
erent. That's for the Island to decide. 
Q: You think it is for the Island to 
decide? 

Mr. Coleman: "Absolutely, yes." 

Q: Do you? 

Mr. Coleman: "Yes. But there are 
those who don't. There are some 
people who would say that it shoudn't 
be for the Island to decide - but 
that is my view." 

Q: What is your relationship with 
the Assembly? 

Mr. Coleman: "I chair die Exec¬ 
utive Council... it was suggested 
that I might attend meetings of the 


CANDID ANSWERS TO 18 QUESTIONS 
UCE BOARD... AND A LOT MORE 


Assembly, but I decided against it. 
Partly, it is die parliamentary 
tradition that the vice-regal person 
keeps out of the parliament; but 
also I think that it's basic to self- 
government that the Assembly makes 
its decisions, rather than the Admin¬ 
istrator. 

Q: You preside over the Public 
Service Board. Can you tell me who 
the three members of the Board 
represent? 

Mr. Coleman: "Brian Bates obviou¬ 
sly represents the rank-and-file, as 
it were. The Chief Administrative 
Officer is the administrative head 
of the public service. The Admin¬ 
istrator is the representative of the 
non-elected aspect of government, as 
well as being die administrator of 
the Commonwealth-retained fun¬ 
ctions. 

Q: I am reaching for constituencies. 
Do the Chief Administrative Officer 
and the Administrator act on their 
own best judgement - or do they 
feel they need to take into account 
die feelings of some other body? 

Mr. Coleman; "I don't think it 
works that way. We have an ord¬ 
inance, and it creates certain pow¬ 
en. .. *■ 

Q: Is it a fair interpretation of what 
you're saying that, apart from Brian 
Bates, the other two members are 
like magistrates, who exist to carry 
out justice rather than being advoc¬ 
ates? 

Mr. Coleman: "Brian Bates is there 
to exercise his own judgement. He 
is not a delegate of the public 
service. He is there because the 
public servants have considered him 
to be a person who would exercise 
good judgement. He thereupon 
exercises his judgement. He 
doesn't refer back to diem before 
he makes up his mind on a matter." 
Q: The Assembly seems to have no 
means of introducing its views - 
its view is restricted to control of 
supply - although I suppose that's 
a pretty good control. 

Mr. Coleman: "And the ordinance. 

It can pass another ordinance, 
change the ordinance... *' 

Q: Can you say what the Board has 
decided so far? 

Mr. Coleman:, "Various policy 
matters have been dealt with. 

"Where public service positions 
become vacant, existing members 
of the public service are to be 
notified by circular before butside 
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QUIET PUCE 
NORFOLK... 

LET'S KEEP IT 
THAT WAY. 



The all-new British Aerospace 146 airliner, 
available in 1982, can operate from Norfolk 
Island with minimum investment in airport 
development costs and minimum effect on 
the local environment. 

Powered by four new-technology fan-jets, 
it can carry up to 80 passengers and is 


actually quieter than turbo-prop aircraft... so 
that progress doesn't have to be a noisy affair. 

However, there would be one major 
change; the wide-bodied comfort of this, the 
world's first true regional fan-je + airliner. But 
that's a change we're sure you'll find... 
comforting. 




Represented in Australia by: BRITISH AEROSPACE AUSTRALIA LIMITED. 61 -69 MACQUARIE STREET, SYDNEY. N.S.W. TELEPHONE: 27 4622. 



applications are invited. 

"Where appointees do not have 
a health certificats, they are to 
be entitled to receive on from the 
Government Medical Officer 
without charge to the appointee. 

"There has been a decision to 
examine the Public Service Ord¬ 
inance. with a view to revising 
it and updating it. 

"There was a report on the pub¬ 
lic service, which was examined. 

"On policies in relation to salary, 
it was decided that the existing 
formula be endorsed - that the* 
formula for calculating salaries 
be 90% of die Australian public 
service equivalent classifications 
as they were in 1973, plus all 
subsequent increases no on a 90% 
basis, but in full - so that bit by 
bit the gap will be closed. 

P.S. Review coming 

"We decided to have a full rev¬ 
iew of all positions, classifications, 
systems, procedures and structure 
of the public service, and training 
facilities. We're negotiating at 
the moment for someone to carry 
out that review. 

"There has been some criticism 
over the years of the training in the 
public service of Norfolk Island. 

It was thought that those criticisms 
should be examined objectively, 
and if they have content, some¬ 
thing should be done about it. 

"The Board met first on the 14th 
of September - that was about a 
week after I arrived. It's met 
since, as necessary, on September 
28 , November 7, November 9 and 
December 4. ” 

Q: W ill the person carrying out 
the full review be from the main-' 
land? 

Mr. Coleman: "I think it would be 
desirable that whoever does it be 
a person of experience of other 
public service systems - so that he 
brings some standard of comparison.. 
he ought to be fairly senior, and he 
ought to be fairly experienced... " 

Q: Do you see youself as being in 
some way an advocate for Norfolk 
in dealings with the Commonwea¬ 
lth? 

Mr. Coleman: "To a very large 
extent - in the sense that I am 
expected to be one of those - po¬ 
ssibly the main one - who would • 
pass on to the Commonwealth 
Norfolk Island opinion, or the 
varieties of Norfolk Island opinion. 

"For example Bryan Nunn, M, L. 

A., is anxious to get social wel¬ 
fare legislation passed. That 
would be passed through the Assem¬ 
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bly but it is a Commonwealth 
retained power. The Common¬ 
wealth would discuss it, and I would 
be one of those to whom they would 
look for an ipinion of what the 
Island thinks. Naturally I wouldn't 
pass on such an ipinion without 
consultations with Island people, 
but I would be one of the main 
liaison channels. 

"I'm planning to approach the 
Assembly - one of the thoughts I 
have is that, for the purposes of 
welfare legislation, I should have 
a round-table conference with the 
whole of the Assembly. Since it 
is an important and timely area, 
it seems to me important, if I 
am to advise the Commonwealth, 
that I get the full range of Assem- - 
bly opinion, ra titer than limit 
myself to discussions with the Ex¬ 
ecutive. " 

Q: Can you make any comment 
about the possibility of Norfolk's 
sharing in license fees that are 
charged to foreign countries for 
fishing in the waters here? 

Against Cwth. policy 

Mr. Coleman: "That raises a 
policy idea which goes against 
the whole of the Commonwealth 
policy. Queensland, or Tasmania, 
doesn't get a prescribed share of li¬ 
cense fees charged for fishing off 
Queensland or Tasmania, or West¬ 
ern Australia. It goes into general 
revenue, and then the various parts 
of the Commonwealth get their 
share as worked out in general pol¬ 
icy, It's a whole Treasury argu¬ 
ment about whether you whould tie 
your expenditures in advance, 
rather than the elected represent¬ 
atives making their decision on the 
various different cases at the time." 
Q: Norfolk doesn't go to the 
Commonwealth for money each year, 
like the States. It's specifically 
been laid out by the Minister that 
it is hoped that Norfolk will be self- 
supporting . ..I understand the Jap¬ 
anese are paying $1-1/4 million for 
one year of fishing for tuna in Aust¬ 
ralian waters, which I assume incl¬ 
udes Norfolk waters... 

Mr. Coleman: "They're not lic¬ 
ensed to fish Norfolk Island fish - 
trumpeter - whether it’s 12 miles or 
30 miles.. ." 

Q: What share of Japan's tuna 
•catch in Australian waters might 
come from Norfolk waters, nobody 
knows. 

Mr. Coleman: "Well, it wouldn't 
be hard to get some sort of formula, 
one assumes, They have to log 
their fishing." 
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Pensioners’ benefit 

Q: There is some concern on the 
Island about what will be done 
about medical benefits for Aust¬ 
ralian pensioners living here, now 
that Australia is apparently no long¬ 
er going to pay the cost. Are there 
any recent developments on the 
problem? 

Mr. Coleman: "All I can say is 
that it is subject to a lot of inquiry 
and discussion and controversy at 
the moment.. .It's very much a 
live issue. It has not been settled. 
We're dealing both with the 
Department of Health and the 
Department of Veterans' Affairs. " 

Few laws 

Q: You just recently became a 
great deal more interested in Nor¬ 
folk Island than you had been 
previously. Sometimes people see 
thinp, when they first start exam - 
ining a situation closely, that are 
overlooked by people who have kn¬ 
own tiie situation for a long time. 
Does anything strike you as part¬ 
icularly noteworthy about Norfolk's 
situation? 

Mr. Coleman: "It's a unique com¬ 
munity in the world. People live, 
and live well - or perhaps I should 
say, as a newcomer, appear to 
live well, because places can rev¬ 
eal things that aren't apparent at 
first sight - appear to live so well, 
without tiie laws that the rest of the 
world regards as necessary - I'm 
referring to tax, welfare and ind¬ 
ustrial laws." 

’I worry...’ 

Q: Do you see any long-term prob¬ 
lems lying ahead for Norfolk? 

Mr. Coleman; "1 worry about a 
community Which becomes almost 
totally dependent - I stress 'almost' 

- on tourism, which is a wonderful 
source of revenue but is not the 
whole of life. 

"A totally-tburists-oriented com¬ 
munity lacks something. Norfolk 
isn't a totally tourists-oriented 
community, but if it did become 
one, and lost interest in ther asp¬ 
ects of apiculture and cornmerce 
and primary industry, it would be 
losing something. 

"After all, the way of life was 
not built on tourism at all, although 
it's becoming increasingly dep¬ 
endent on it. I don't want to appear 
to be anti-tourist - but one has to 
keep sense of balance and persp¬ 
ective. .." 
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SYDNEY NOW 
$372 IN PEAK 

EAST-WEST Airlines raised the 
price of a return ticket to Sydney 
by $18 on December 4. 

Officials of the airline had been 
making every effort to strengthen 
their relationships with Norfolk 
while the Australian Government 
was weighing the possibility of 
awarding the Norfolk-Sydney run 
to Airlines of N.S.W., but the 
fare increase took effect only 11 
days after the announcement of a 
Cabinet decision apparently 
safeguarding East-West's franchise. 

Norfolk Island Airlines immed¬ 
iately said it could take over the 
Sydney-Norfolk service with its 
Beechcraft Super King Airs at 
the old East-West fare levels, and 
could introduce 10-passenger 
Cessna Citation jets on the run by 
mid-1980. The Citation would 
require no airport upgrading, and 
would make the flight iii just over 
hours with fares "considerably 
less" than East-West's new rates. 

The latest increase brings the 
cost of a return flight to Sydney 
to $372 in peak periods and $322 the 
rest of the year. The $372 fig¬ 
ure seemed to hit a nerve in res¬ 
idents more than previous fare 
rises had. One frequent traveller 
to New Zealand pointed out that 
in June and July, on present 
advance-purchase fares, a Norfolk 
resident could go to Auckland, 
jet to Sydney and back, and return 
to Norfolk for only $360. 


A clarification 

The News's editorial last month 
twice referred to the fact that in 
the Legislative Assembly election 
in August, four out of five "votes” 
were left uncounted. 

Two aspects of that statement 
might be clarified. First, we used 
the word "vote” to mean a mark 
made on a ballot by an elector to 
support a candidate. If the special 
terminology of proportional rep¬ 
resentation were used it would be 
correct to have used the word."pre¬ 
ferences" rather than "votes". 

Second, The News meant no 
criticism of the vote-counting 
staff; Votes or preferences were 
left uncounted because of the pro¬ 
portional representation proced¬ 
ure, not because ot any negli¬ 
gence or impropriety. 



WlT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK. IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RG A 1 N-HU NTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" -- 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



THE TWIN SHOPS AT THE 
TOP OF NORFOLK VILLAGE 


Vi&a TjWetS 

BOUTIQUE “ 


TELEPHONE 2358 
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BUILDING 
CASE: DEC.18 

A COURT CASE which may test the 
soundness of Norfolk's Building 
Ordinance is scheduled to be heard 
by the Court of Petty Sessions on 
December 18. 

Criminal charges of altering with¬ 
out necessary approval, and of 
failing to obey a "stop-work" order, 
have been laid by Building Inspect¬ 
or Albert Buffet against Mr. Rex 
Barrett, owner of a building in 
Taylor’s Road which was formerly 
used as the Vogue Boutique. 

The case had been scheduled to 
be heard on November 22 but was 
adjourned because Mr. Barrett's 
solicitor, Mr. Duncan McIntyre, 
was absent from the Island. 

At the Court sitting on December 
4 Mr. McIntyre asked for a second 
adjournment, saying that partic¬ 
ulars of the charges which had been 
asked for had not been provided by 
the Crown. He said there was legal 
precedent that a defendant had the 
right to know what he was charged 
with, and not be taken by surprise. 

On November 30 he had written to 


the Legal Adviser asking to know 
when the alleged alterations had 
been carried out, what they were 
alleged to be, and who was alleg¬ 
ed to have carried them out. 

He said that such information was 
necessary to put Mr. Barrett in the 
position of knowing what the charge 
was talking about. When he rec¬ 
eived it, Mr. McIntyre said he would 
want to get advice from legal coun¬ 
sel on the mainland. He asked for 
an adjournment of at least four 
weeks. 

Mr. Bill Hall, the Administ¬ 
ration Legal Adviser acting for the 
Crown, told Magistrates Brenda 
Reed, Fred Jowett and Ralph West- 
wood that he did not believe the 
Court had the power to require any 
further particulars to be given. He 
said considerable information had 
been provided to the defendant, and 
it was sufficiently complete to be 
fair to Mr. Barrett. 

The Magistrates recessed for 
about ten minutes to consider Mr. 
McIntyre's request. When they 
returned to the bench Mrs. Reed 
said they believed the information 
already given was sufficient for 
die case to proceed, and refused the 
request for adjournment. 

Mr. McIntyre said that he had 


not expected such a ruling, but 
would abide by it. He then asked 
for an adjournment of at least 14 
days because of his personal unprep¬ 
aredness. In order for Mr. Barrett 
to have the benefit of full prepar¬ 
ation for die defense, it was nec¬ 
essary to examine past legal decis¬ 
ions which were not available in law 
libraries on Norfolk. This meant 
seeking help from the mainland. 

Mr. McIntyre said that the summons 
had only been issued on November 14 
which was hardly a long time ago, 
and that there was no element in 
the case which required it to be 
settled within a particular period of 
time, only within a reasonable time. 
The interests of justice required, 
allowing the defence to be fully 
prepared, he said. 

Mr. Hall said he was sorry that 
Mr. McIntyre was caught short, but 
that his instructions were specific 
that he should press for having the 
matter heard without further delay. 
Witnesses were waiting to be heard, 
as they had been on November 22, 
and it was unreasonable to incon¬ 
venience them further, he said. 

After discussion among themselves, 
the Magistrates agreed reluctantly 
that they had to consent to the ad¬ 
journment. 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS GALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St.. Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 




‘PETE’S PLACE* 

for 

DISCOUNT PRICES 

on famous 



Swiheam 



gift ideas 
TAX FREE 



Sunbeam Roto-Grill** Rotisserie Oven RE2 

Delicious Barbeque chicken, meat, fish cooked to perfection. 
Also tasty kebabs and shlaslicks. Also toasts, roasts, grills 
and bakes. Features 90 minute timer and a 12 hour 
automatic programmer. 

Sunbeam Roto-Grill** Rotisserie Oven RE1 

Rotisserie cooking of chicken, meat, fish, kebabs. 

Also toasts, roasts and grills. With 90 minute automatic timer. 


Sunbeam Freeway** Food Processor LC3 

The end to stop/start food processing. It slices, shreds and 
chips with continuous flow operation. No need to empty 
container for change of ingredient or change of function. 
Compact, light and performs all in-the-container functions 
like mixing, mincing, whipping and creaming. With on/off 
switch and pulse button. Course and fine slicing and 
shredding discs, stainless steel chopping blade. Comes with 
its own attachment storage kit. 






SUNBEAM 
BURST-OF-POWER 
BEATERMIX MIXE. 
PORTABLE JM7. 

3 mixing speeds 


burst ot power 
at the touch of 
a button. 
Lightweight, 
compact. In 


SUNBEAM BURST-OF-POWER BEATERMIX MIXER ON 
STAND JM8. 

3 mixing speeds with an extra burst of power at the touch of a 
button. Compact mixer in white with stand and two glass mixing 
bowls. 


SUNBEAM MIXMASTER MIXER MX701. 

Check the features. 12 mixing speeds, famous 3-way beating 
action, convenient worklight. choice of two glass or stainless 
bowls. Black or woodtone base. Includes a citrus juicer. 


SUNBEAM 

2-SPEED 

POWER BLENDER 


SUNBEAM 8-SPEED POWER 
BLENDER PB698. With the added control of a 
'Power Pulse' switch and Vortex action for 
thorough blending. Blend and store jar included, 
decorator yellow and brown. 


With the added control of a 
'Power Pulse' switch and 
Vortex action for thorough 
blending. Blend and store jar 
included. In two-tone green. 


SUNBEAM COMBINATION** GRILL GR9 

The all new, all at once, twice as fast, space saving, 

fat free, easy clean. Sunbeam Combination Grill. 

With two reversible non-stick hot plates, each ribbed on one side and flat on the other. SUNBEAM TOASTA-MAGIC TOASTER TAIL 
Removable for easy cleaning. Deep drainage channels and separate drip tray for fat- Automatic toaster at an economical price Comp 
free grilling. Slide heat control and temperature indicator light. Four cooking positions; toast colour settings, in sunset Red, Harvest Goi 
Opened out flat for big family grills, both sides at once for super-quick cooking, 
one sided vertical to save on bench space, 

or suspended top-plate cooking- ■ 

^ great open sandwiches 






L . Holt the time 

r 


R 
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■^"“Quick grilling 
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SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR8. ~ 

For scrumptious, flavour-sealed sandwiches or jaffles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has a 

3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
legs and a thermostat control with light. 

Sunbeam Powerhouse 
Can Opener CA12 

Powerful motor to open 
most size cans, quickly and 
without fuss. Also sharpens 
knives and scissors. 

With cord storage. 






Letters to the editor 


Delusions of grandeur 

Sir, 

It seems that what is most need¬ 
ed at Kingston at the moment is a 
sense of proportion. The developing 
rarified air of our miniature Can¬ 
berra has produced a touch of light¬ 
headedness, not to say delusions of 
grandeur, so that it seems not incon¬ 
gruous to make comparisons between 
the trappings of government of a 
community of 1600 souls and a budget 
of a couple of million dollars, with 
that of a continental government 
with a supporting population of 
fourteen million people and a bud¬ 
get of thousands of millions, not to 
mention a deficit of the same order. 

It was a stroke of Machiavellian 
genius to tell us we now had a parl¬ 
iament (of nine members?) with its 
book of standing orders and its 
ancient rights and dignities, and 
to send that joker, Billy Snedden, 
over to consecrate the show. Since 
when, the flights of fancy have been 
fascinating to watch. Maybe it's 
time someone let the gas out of 
the balloon before it breaks its 
moorings and takes off into the 
blue - or should it be the red? 

Peter Middleton. 


Pro-Norfolk lobby 

Sir, 

Your last issue prompts me to 
offer a comment or two. First of 
all I’m glad to see that things are 
going tolerably well as far as relat¬ 
ions with the Australian Govern¬ 
ment are concerned. I’m not ent¬ 
irely surprised. The uproar over 
the new act struck me as a bit 
excessive, though it served to 
make clear that the Government 
would be well advised to move on in 
due course to the next stage of in¬ 



dependence. However, my own 
view was that N, I. really got as 
much as it could reasonably expect 
at this stage - and a great deal more 
than it might have done had other 
counsels prevailed. 

The debate in Parliament was, I 
thought, illuminating. By comp¬ 
arison with previous discussion, there 
seemed to be a very great deal of 
genuine goodwill and sincere int¬ 
entions to let the Island have thinjp 
its own way. There was more than 
a sniff of paternalism, to be sure, 
but at least it was modified by a 
degree of openness that has not been 
apparent in the past. If the Govern¬ 
ment starts mucking about with 
Norfolk in the future, there is plenty 
in Hansard to produce considerable 
embarrassment. 

On the other side. I’m horrified by 
the reports of the way the new 
Assembly is rushing to look like the 
worst kind of political gathering. 

The News is absolutely right in what 
it says about methods of working and 
about remuneration. Keep on plug¬ 
ging at it. 1 suppose it’s to be exp¬ 
ected that some of the Assembly 
members will feel the call of 
"progress" and regard protests as a 
romantic appeal for time to stand 
still. They've simply got to realise 
that that kind of "progress" is bad 
business not good business. Norfolk 
will only survive in the cutthroat 
competitive world of tourism if it 
preserves its distinctive ways - 
oldfashioned or not, that's what the 
tourist wants. If the elected leaders 
abandon the old traditions for go- 
getting, self-interested razzamatt- 
azz, then the whole Island will 
follow suit - and it will have comm¬ 
itted suicide. 

It's not only tourism that will 
suffer, either. The reason the 
Ausaalian Government has given 
N. 1. such a good deal (and that's 
certainly how it seems to diem and 
to the Ausaalian public at large) 
is not just that they were feeling 
benevolent but that there is a suong 
pro-Norfolk lobby in the counay. 

It consists of people who are concern¬ 
ed with the principles involved, but 
far more who have been to the 
Island and have been vastly ataact- 
ed by the lifestyle and customs of 
the place. Desaoy, or even threat¬ 
en, that, and N. I. will lose the 
support of a very substantial slice of 
public opinion in this counay. 

“Ausaalian Friend of Norfolk" 

Canberra 



H 
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EDITORIALS 


THE NEED FOR A NEW ELECTION 

MANY NORFOLK ELECTORS do not understand the intrica¬ 
cies and subtleties of proportional representation. They 
did not need to in order to vote intelligently at the referen¬ 
dum. They were able to vote on the basis of personal ex¬ 
perience . 

They had taken part in a proportional representation 

election. 

They had seen how the system operated. 

They had seen what sort of Legislative Assembly it 
produced. 

They knew more accurately than any political sci¬ 
entist could how proportional representation actually worked 
on Norfolk Island, from the most important viewpoint of 
alii the electors*. 

They rejected it by an even larger margin than they 
rejected Australia's quarantine station proposal seven years 
ago. 

Now everyone with a responsibility for Norfolk's 
peace, order and good government faces a question; 
should the present Legislative Assembly members serve out 
a further 2^ years, or should a new election be held using 
the traditional Norfolk voting method which people have 
said they want used? 

The answer depends on what is meant by "self- 
"government". Mr. Ellicott insisted that proportional rep¬ 
resentation be used on the Island, and feels some pride of 
creation in the Assembly. If he actually sees Norfolk as 
being merely self-administering, with the Commonwealth 
continuing to make all the important decisions, he may 
be unwilling to allow, a new election. He may feel his 
judgement should prevail over that of the electors. 

But if he honestly wants Norfolk to become self- 
governing - within the careful confines of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and Act - he will have a new election held at once. 

"Self-government", honestly used, means govern¬ 
ment by the people themselves. The foundation-stone of 
self-government is the election of a representative body 
which is given a legitimate right to speak and act on be¬ 
half of the people. The present Assembly holds no such 
legitimate right. The most it can do is assert that it was 
chosen through a system that Australia imposed on the 
people - against their majority will, as the referendum 
has now revealed. 

If Norfolk's modest degree of self-government is 
genuinely to be self-government, the nine present Assem¬ 
bly members will recognise that on December 12 they be¬ 
came only temporary care-takers. They should continue 
to carry out essential fuictions, but they do not hold the 
authority of legitimately-chosen representatives of the 
people. Until the people have conferred true authority 
to a new Assembly the present occupants should refrain 
from any controversial actions, either legislative or exec¬ 
utive. They should preserve the Island, neutrally, until 
a new government with valid credentials takes office. 

The interim period will be awkward because neither 


the people of the Island nor the Australian Government will 
have the security of knowing that they are dealing with a 
stable and enduring government here. The inter-regnum 
should for this reason be as brief as possible, with a new e- 
lection being given urgent priority. 

It may be thought that the present Assembly should 
be asked for its view on whether a new election should be 
held. That would be ludicrous, it is not for them to say. 
Assembly members who said anything but "Yes , of course, 
at once" would simply be demonstrating their unfitness to 
act as true representatives of the people. An Assembly 
vote against a new election would only provide further ev¬ 
idence that an election is urgently necessary. 


'PROGRESS’ OR NOT? 

"MODERN" DOESN'T NECESSARILY mean better. Norfolk 
should have no hesitation about taking a firm stand against 
"progress" if traditional ways of doing things are in fact su¬ 
perior. 

Residents who really care about the Island's quality 
of life are being confronted with a number of proposals for 
change and supposed improvement. The proposals deserve 
careful and responsible thought - and acceptance if they 
actually appear to be improvements. More questions will 
be pressing in on us soon. 

Deficit financing seems to have been accepted by 
the Assembly as a modem and suitable way of running a 
government. Many governments far larger than ours have 
become quite addicted to the practice. Should Norfolk 
"get with it" or not? What do you think? 

Australia plans to upgrade its airport here to allow 
medium-sized jets to use it. Many on the Island have 
welcomed the news. Others have misgivings and want to 
examine the teeth of this gift horse. They should be en¬ 
couraged to do so. If they discover problems the rest of 
us should be concerned about, we should listen to them 
thoughtfully. What do you think? 

Television is on the horizon. Australia plans to 
put up a satellite which will begin broadcasting ABC-TV 
to its country areas in 1984. Apparently Norfolk will be 
able to receive its signals and re-broadcast them on the 
Island if that seems a good idea. Is it a good idea? Some 
will say "wonderful’." but others may say “keep it out’." 
What do you think? 

Direct telephone dialing to the rest of the world 
may become available about the same time if plans for 
a new Pacific cable include a repeater station here. 

Some may believe that direct dialing would be great 
progress. Others may say "What? And give up having 
Jess, Margaret, and Cecily to help find the person I want? 
That’s not progress - that's backward’. " 

What do you think? What kind of Norfolk do you 
want? It's your Island. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 


HEALTH 


FOOD SHOP 



IS 


In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 

>« 4 # 5 4M'}{ 




Come taste nice free samples 


I IA.\ I )- 
BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 

Banana Mudda whl Sti 

Porpay Meringue tarts flwtttMfttL jgj 

Candied Kumera 

Pilhicom P>lhi Kumera * 7 AKk 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 

Norfork Island pudding AMm 

It would be a shame to go back to iVvvv^ 

the Mainland without toying the SiSkj lYvVaem 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for ^ 

Try these interesting and delicious 

dishes and many others at ^ 

Eh/a’s 

Valley View testauranF^ 

New Cascade Road _ 

Telephone 2185 for reservations ^5^ 

(open six nights a week) 










SPRING COLLECTION 




CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

THIS IS THE WORLD’S FIRST WRISTWATCH 
* TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
W FUNCTION, PLUS ALARM AND 1/1OOTH 
SECOND STOPWATCH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA ALARM 

BOTH TIME MODES, AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM, ON-THE-HOUR CHIME. AND 
1/1 OOTH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 
CHRONOGRAPH 

TWO 24-HOUR ALARMS. A 1/1 OOTH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER -- AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY, DAY. DATE & MONTH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM II 

EXCLUSIVE "TIME-TELLING ALARM" 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF THE 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD’S 
GREAT WATCHES. 



e CITIZEN 


a full range at 

--PRENTICE’S-- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 









PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a “must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd. : 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9^m - 2pm. Charge 5d a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


LOWEST PRICES ON THE ISLAND 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-l- t Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk sumps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Moo-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, reginrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURSlN BURNT PINEi" 


generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
Fine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, . 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


THE COLOW), 



rfy restaur 


A SPECIALTY - CHINESE MEALS AND TAKEAWAYS 


TaylorV Road opposite Rawson Hall 

B.Y.O. - No Corkage Charge open 7 days -- 12-2 and 5 . 3 o r 9 .oo Paul Reidy, Proprietor 





BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL KIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particuU 
atly good value at r the moment Here's 
what they told us: ' 

Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop - it's hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

-'Prentice's; "The gift of alifedme - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price. $2- $230." 


Prouds;'"The fanjou?'Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of. full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery; Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35each or all 4 for SB." 

The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ, newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 


i A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE ? 



U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 

j v>' 
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ABC - B t: -r /v BC-fABC + aBC + A BC t a B 


Copies of "The Charter of May 8ih, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRAUAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITH THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE,STATEMENT.FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF -GOVERNMENT FOR ThE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
: THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50C. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 






-,o^ v 




PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 



r -CAMERALINES- 

A camera that thinks 
is a smart hup 



The automatic OM-IO is so easy to use, 
it thinks about exposure while you compose 
the picture. Simply focus and click! 

An electronic brain prevents you from 
makincj mistakes. And that gives you beautiful 
photos without making complicated 
calculations. 

Light is measured at the precise moment 
it strikes the film. And when you’re using flash, 
an LED light inside the viewfinder confirms 
correct exposure. Smart. 


The OM-IO has a self-timer and battery 
check that blink and beep. The world's first 
audio-visual indicator. 

Our compact genius is also the lightest 
35mm SLR available anywhere: 

And it coordinates precisely with the 
renowned'lenses and accessories of the 
OM system. 

The OM-IO. A genius of a camera for 
thinking people. 


you can 
depend onit. 


it's from 
Camemlir(es. 



AGFA-GEVAERT 


u 'Norfolk Islana 


SUN MON 

H6 DECEMBER 17 


■ Chutcb services 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Church services 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Church services 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Church services 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 

■Church services 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


•Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
•Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


24 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


31 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 


7 

■Housie (LC) 
•Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

18 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


25 


CHRISTMAS 


1 JANUARY 


NEW YEAR’S DAY 


8 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
, ■C’dant’s Din (G) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


WED 

19 

■ Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


26 


BOXING DAY 


2 

■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


9 

•Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


16 

■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


THUR 

20 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

21 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

22 

■SDA service 
■FUm (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


27 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


28 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■ SDA serv 


IDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSE' 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. .. 

N 



3 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


4 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 

.■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


17 

■Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


18 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


5 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


12 

•SDA service 
•Film (MRT8.C0) 
■Open night (Nik) 


19 

■SDA service 
•Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


LOCATIONS 

A -N.'l. Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7 th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -Sou* Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA-GEVAERT 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS p A MCDAI IKl CO 
ON NORFOLK ARE UAM tHALIN ES 






The Minolta XD*5: the most completely 
automated 35mm SLR camera for 
beginners and professionals alike. 


MINOLTA XD-7/XD-5 




A no-frills professional camera that gives 
you everything you need to achieve 
high-quality results with minimum effort. 


MINOLTA XG-2/XG-1 


you can 


^\ 


it’s from 


dependonit j I Cameralirjes. 









SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about tiie original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly 1 persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays foe die upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data nested by die 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of die 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on die Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of die 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill; ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
die Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
to 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 

S rernment into the 20th century. 

e Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. he said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As die only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U. N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R. J. Elli- 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and die Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept - 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill’s most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia’s ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and die continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in Avgust, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 



NORFOLK 

RADIO 


. TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 

AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3. 00. 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00, 12. 00, 1.00 


MONDAY 

8.15 bound the Horn 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11. 00 Requests 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Lisa 

5.30 Little Listeners 
7.05 Children’s Story 

8. 00 Noel 

9.00 Feature 

TUESDAY 

9. 15 Open W indow - Know 

Your Neighbour 

10. 05 Film & Show Music 

10.30 Norfolk Is. Hospital 

Programme 

10.45 Morning Serial 
12.05 Ticker Tape & 
Phone 

1.30 Uniting Church Prog. 
2.00 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Colin 


5.30 Little Listeners 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

7.30 Out of the Mouths 

of Babes 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 Family Hour 

9. 00 Destruction Factor 

10. 00 Top Pops 
WEDNESDAY 

9.15 tooel 

10.05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 
2.00 (On Assembly day) 

N.l. Meeting 

4.30 Juliette 

5.30 Little Listeners 
7.00 Pick of Week (com¬ 
edy, drama, reviews) 

THURSDAY 

9.15 Frank Muir Goes Into 


10.05 Oasis of Shalimar 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Requests 

1.30 SDA Programme 
2. 00 Radio Aust. Relay 

4.30 Trukking Time 

5.30 Little Listeners 

6.15 Nat. Country Music 

Jamboree 

7. 00 (On day after Assem¬ 
bly) 

Assembly Re-broadcast 
7. 05 Evening of Light Clas¬ 
sical Entertainment 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Dr. Findlay’s Case¬ 

book 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Portrait of Queen 
12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 C. of E. Programme 
2.00 Radio Aust. Relay 


4.30 Katrina 

5.30 Little Listeners 
7.00 Fine Music All 

Around 

SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust. & Local News 
•10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Goons 

12.00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 
1.00 Radio Aust. Relay 
(Saturday Sports) 

7.05 Story Time 
8.00 Quiz Kids 
9. 00 My Word 

9.45 Country Music 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Radio Aust. Relay 
7.00 Sunday Radio - 

drama, music, etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of the Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers’ Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor- 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 
ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say different. $L2S at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post. Newsagency, Norfolk. 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. $1.25 to Box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



IVELY DINING ROOM 

CARTE MENU 


Jf. ^TENSIVE A LA 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd. Manager 




n H im LHQVskdoD @> 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



TRAMNC mr 


Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm n 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs... teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
.. .soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries.. .ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops.. .magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




NORFOLK ISLAND’S PUBLIC SERVICE 


TWELVE AUTHORISED positions in 
the Norfolk Island public service 
carry a top base salary of $12, 000 
a year or more, and a further ten 
authorised postions carry a top base 
salary of $15, 000 or more. 

Under the Administratorship of 
Air Cdre. E.T. Pickerd, the Island's 
public service salary ranges were 
set at 90$ of the then-current Aust¬ 
ralian levels, grade for grade. At 
the same time it became Administ¬ 
ration policy that all general public 
service wage rises in Australia would 
apply fully here. As a result of this 
process, local public service salar¬ 
ies have advanced to about 95$ of 
those in Australia. 

Some positions, however, are held 
by people with lower public service 
classifications than would apply for 
positions with comparable titles on 
the mainland. 

Counting school and senior med¬ 
ical and dental staff - but exclud¬ 
ing 31 staff at the hospital, which 
is a statutory authority separate 
from the public service - there are 
currently 145 authorised positions in 
the Island's public service establish¬ 
ment. Of these, 24 are "not perm¬ 
anently filled" at present, which 
means they are either being handled 
by people who have not officially 
been appointed as permanent staff, 
or are simply unfilled. 

Here is the current "establishment", 
including base salary ranges. 

SECRETARIAT 

Chief Administrative Officer 

($20, 000 - $22. 000) 

Official Secretary * (Class 9 - 
$18,702-$19, 391) 

Project Officer * (Class 7 - 
$15,684 - $16,616) 

Steno-Secretary (Grade 1 - 
$9,291 - $9,740) 


ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 

(N. I. public service, seconded to 
the Administrator's staff and re¬ 
imbursed by the Commonwealth.) 

Clerk * (Class 5 - $12, 904 - 
$13,943) 

Steno-Secretary (Grade 1 - 
$9,291 - $9,740) 

Typist * (Grade 2 - $8, 542 - 
$8, 934) 


REVENUE SERVICES 

Revenue Manager (Class 6 - 
$14,294 - $15,224) 

POSTAL SECTION 

Postmaster (Senior Postal Officer 
Grade 2 - $11, 327 - $12 , 062) 

2 Postal Officers (Grade 1 - 
$8,111 - $8,553) 

2 Assistant Postal Officers 
($3,981 - $7,245) 

PHILATELIC SECTION 

Senior Philatelic Officer (Overseer 
Sump Sales ($11,301 - $11,944) 
Assisunt Philatelic Officer (Grade 
2 - $8 , 084 - $8,460) 

2 Philatelic Assisunts (Grade 1 - 
$7.449 - $7. 959) 

CUSTOMS SECTION 

Collector of Customs (Class 5 - 
$12. 904 - $13. 943) 

2 Examining Officers (Class 2/3 
$9,932 - $11,162) 

Clerk (Class 1 - $8,245 - $9, 631) 

LIQUOR BOND SECTION 

Liquor Bond Manager (Senior 
Stores Supervisor Grade 2 - 
$11,669 - $11,944) 

Liquor Sales Officer (Stores Super¬ 
visor - $9,746 - $10,071) 

Liquor Sales Assisunt (Stores Assist¬ 
ant - $3,940 - $7,170) 

Liquor Clerk (Class 1 - $8,245 
- $9, 631) 

Airport Liquor Sales Assisunt (Part 
-time) (Storeman - if full time, 
$8,288) 

GENERAL SERVICES 

Administrative Officer * (Class 6 - 
$14,294 - $15,224) 

Administrative Clerk (Class 1 - 
$8,245 - $9,631) 

Immigration Clerk (Clerical Asst. 
Grade 2 - $8, 084 - $8,460) 

OVERSEAS TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 

Monitor ($8,877 - $9,324) 

2 Telephonists (Part-time)(If full¬ 
time, $7,820 - $8,287) 

RECORDS 

O.l. C Records (Class 2/3 - 
$9. 932 - $11,162) 

Clerical Assisunt (Grade 4 - 


$9.391 - $9,772) 

Clerical Assisunt (Grade 1 - 
$7,449-$7, 959) 

LIBRARY 

Librarian (Part-time) Grade 1 - 
if full-time. $7,449 - $7, 959) 
RELIEF 

Clerk (Class 1 - $8,245 - $9,631) 
Clerical Assisunt ($7,449-$7, 959) 

OUTPOSTED STAFF 

Clerk Electricity /Health (Class 1 - 
$8,245 - $9,631) 

• TYPING SUB-SECTION 


Typist (Secretariat) (Grade 2 - 
$8, 542 - $8, 934) 

Typist (Immigration) * (Grade 1 
$7,872 - $8,180) 

Typist (Gen. Services/Customs) 
(Grade 1 - $7,872 - $8,180) , 

RADIO STATION 


Broadcast Officer (Part-time) (if full¬ 
time. $8,356 - $9, 842) 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

(Re-imbursed by Commonwealth) 
Housemaid ($7,727 - $8,691) 

Cook (Part-time) (Grade 1 -if 
full-time. $8,437 - $8,691) 

Labourer (8,190 - $8,445) 

LEGAL SECTION 

Legal Advisor (Legal Officer - 
$16,244 - $17,673) 

Curator (Class 6 - $14,294 - $15,224) 
Typist * (Grade 2 - $8. 542 - $8, 934) 
REGISTRIES 

Registrar (Class 6 - $14,294- 
$15,224) 

Registrar Companies (Class 4 - $11, 
-515 - $12. 555) 

2 Clerks (Class 1 - $4, 947 - 
$7. 504) 

Typist (Grade 1 - $7,872 - 
$8,180) 

FINANCE AND SUPPLY 


Accoununt (Class 6 - $14£94 - 
$15,224) 

Assisunt Accoununt (Class 4 - 
$11,515 - $12,555) 

Examiner * (Class 4 - $11,515 - 
$12, 555) 

Cashier (Class 2/3 - $ 9,932 - 
$11,161) 

Payments Clerk (Class 2/3 r 
$9,932 - $11,161) 
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General Clerk/Typist (Class 1- 
$8,245 - $9,631) 

General Clerk * - (Class 1 - 
$8,245 - $9, 631) 

Accounting Machinist (Grade 2 - 
$9,102) 

Accounting Machinist (Grade 1 - 
$7.872 - $8.345) 

INTERNAL AUDIT 

Internal Auditor (Class 4 - $11,515- 
$1», 555) 


NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE 
mfcitfBLY- 



SteftC-Secretary (Grade 1 - 
$9* §91 - $9,740) 

FORESTRY BRANCH 

Forester (Technical Officer 
Science Grade 1 - $10,385- 
$12,900) 

4 Labourers ($8,190 - $8,445) 

1 UbOurer * ($8,190 - $8,445) 

MEDICAL BRANCH 

Mescal Officer (Grade 3 - 
$22, 941 - $27.877) 

Medical Officer (Grade 2 - 
$25, 054 - $26, 003) 


Dental Officer (Grade 2 - 
$19,241 - $20,491) 

Dental Assistant (7,727 - $8, 30 4) 
EDUCATION 

Headmaster and 13 teachers (scale 
not available) 

Office Clerical Assistant (Grade 1- 
$7, 449 - $7. 959) 

Librarian (Part-time) (Grade 1 - if 
full-time, $7,449 - $7, 959) 

WORKS BRANCH 

Senior Works Supervisor ($14,097- 
$14,533) 

Works Officer ($12,250 - $12,751) 
RESTORATION SECTION 

Foreman (Senior Tradesman 
Grade 2 - $10,386) 

4 Skilled Qualified Tradesmen * 

(9,196 - $9, 511) 

Sub-Foreman (Senior Tradesman 
Grade 1 - $9,950 - $10,173) 

1 Skilled Qualified Tradesman 
(9.196 - $9,358) 

2 Tradesmen 2nd Class ($8,246 - 
$8,458) 

2 Labourers * (8,190 - $8,445) 
Labourer ($8,190 - $8,445) 

BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE 


GOOD READING 


‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. “ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN ’THE NEWS*. 

$14. 95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCY, BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


| ‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

j A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
f THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
) PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
I DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS, 
j $4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR- 
j FOLK SOUVENIRS. 




SECTION 

Sub Foreman (Senior Tradesman 
- $9, 950 - $10,173) 

4 Skilled Qualified Tradesmen 
($9,196 - $9,511) 
Handyman/Labourer Administration 
Buildings ($8,190 - 8,445) 
Handyman/Labourer School (Part- 
time) (Labourer if full-time, 

$8,190 - $8,445) 

Skilled Qualified Tradesman (Re¬ 
lieving) ($9,196 - $9,511) 

Cleaner ($8,190 - $8,445) 

MOTOR TRANSPORT AND 

KffiCflAMgAt - 

Foreman (Foreman Mechanic 
Motor Repairs Grade 1 - $12, 002- 
$12,250) 

4 Skilled Qualified Tradesmen 
($9,196 - $9,511) 

Apprentice * ($3,679 - $8, 092) 

ROAD SECTION 

Sub Foreman (Senior Tradesman 
Grade 1 - $9,196 - $9, 511) . 

4 Tradesmen 2nd Class ($8,246 - 
$8.458) 

3 Labourers ($8,190 - $8,445) 
Tradesman Plant Operator 
Relieving * ($8,246 - $8,458) 
CEMETERY 

Labourer ($8,T9Q -'$8, 445) 

STORE 

Senio: Storeman ($8,755 - $9, 080) 
Clerical Assistant (Grade 2 - $8. 084- 
($8,460) 

LIGHTERAGE UNDERTAKING 

Skilled Qualified Tradesman * 
($9,196 - $9,5.11) 

POLICE 

Police Officer-Sgt (2n d Class - 
$13, 978 - $14, 599) 

2 Constables ($9,880 - $10, 907) 

2 Special Constables (Part-time) * 

(If full-time, $9,880) 

Clerical Assistant * (Grade 2 - 
$8, 084 - $8.460) 

ELECTRICITY UNDERTAKING 

Senior Technical Officer (Engin¬ 
eering) (Grade 1 - $12, 996 - 
$14. 688) 

Sub Foreman (Grade 1 - $9, 950 - 
$10,173) 

Linesman/Meter Reader ($9,307 - 
$9, 527) 

Skilled Qualified Tradesman ($9,196 
$9,511) 

Apprentice * ($3, 679 - $8, 092) 


* Positions hot permanently filled 
as at 9.11.79. 
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SUNBEAM FOOD PROCESSOR LC1. 

All the speed and versatility to shred, slice, mix, chop, crush, blend, 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/'OFF switch and 'Pulse Button’ 
for precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade, slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula. 


SUNBEAM 2 UTRE KETTLE KE4. 

Safety cut-out if water boils dry. In g 
steel with orange trim. 


Sunbeam Kitchen Center System KC10 

Three full size appliances in one, all on a compact power base. 

Full size mixer and dough maker, a blender and a continuous flow food 
crafter. 

Optional attachments available. 


Sunbeam 
Electric Knife 
EK3 

Glides through every 
carving and slicing job. 
Streamlined styling that's 
comfortable to hold. 


Sunbeam Great Shakes** Milk Shake Maker DM1 

Kids love it. Makes big and fluffy shakes, egg flips, ice cream 
sodas. Comes with three different coloured containers and a 
recipe book. 

Dad can also mix up cocktails. 


SUNBEAM HOT SHOT BEVERAGE 
MAKER HS2. The fast, hot drink maker. Gives boiling 
water for two cups of tea. coffee or soup in under a 
minute. Ideal for kitchen, office or shop. In Harvest Gold 
with woodtone trim. 


SUNBEAM DELUXE 12 CUP 
PERCOLATOR PCI2. Thermostatically 
controlled 12 cup percolator with easy-read 
coffee level gauge. Dial from mild to strong. 
Heat resistant lid. handle and base. In gleaming 
stainless steel. 


SUNBEAM SPRAY & SHOT OF STEAM** 

It's a dry, steam, spray and shot of 
steam iron. With a spray to damp 
down, powerful shot of steam 
for stubborn wrinkles, self 
cleaning action, side-mounted 
cord, extra wide heel rest, easy- 
to-read water level gauge and 
a wide range of fabric settings. 





unhewn 


Sunbeam Airway** Turbo Dryer HD24 

Powerful 1200 watt turbo dryer that's ideal for tf 
traveller. Handle folds down for compact storage. 
Features dual voltage for overseas use (120-240 
volts). 2 speeds for drying and styling. With air 
concentrator. 


Sunbeam Dental Brush CT7 

For healthier teeth and gums. 3000 oscillations 
per minute clean, brush and polish teeth and 
massage gums. Complete with 4 colour-coded 
brushes. Also coil cord and wall bracket. 


Registered Trade Mark 
* Trade Mark 







Bounty Descendants Mutiny Again 
—This Time Against Australia 

of death.” 

The “Ocean Hell” 


Welfare State Replaces Bligh 
For Norfolk Islanders; 
‘I Love My Homeland’ 


By Bakry Nbwman . 

Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal 

NORFOLK ISLAND—This Is the story of 
a mutiny. It begins over 200 years ago when 
the tyrannical Capt. Bligh and 18 loyal crew¬ 
men were lowered from the H.M.S. Bounty 
Into a launch near one of the Islands of what 
is now Tonga. 

The 25 mutineers, led by Fletcher Chris¬ 
tian, sailed the Bounty to Tahiti. Later, 
Christian and eight others fled to the uninha¬ 
bited island of Pitcairn, taking with them 
six Tahitian men and a dozen Tahitian 
women. Over the next 18 years the tiny com¬ 
munity was decimated by murder and sui¬ 
cide. When the American ship Topaz hap¬ 
pened on the island in 1808, it found 10 Tahi¬ 
tian women, 20 children and their aging pa¬ 
triarch, John Adams, the sole survivor of 
the mutineers. 

Today, the descendants of the mutineers 
are still In the South Seas, many of them 
here on tiny Norfolk Island, more than 1,000 
miles northeast of Sydney, Australia, and 
3,000 miles west of Pitcairn. And the mutiny 
is still going on. Only now it is against the 
efforts of the government of Australia to 
turn the Bounty people into genuine, tax¬ 
paying, welfare-receiving Australians. Some 
of the descendants say this Is tantamount to 
"genocide” against what they call the 
"Pitcairn race.” They have even taken their 
complaints all the way to the United Na¬ 
tions. 

An Emerald Chip 

Norfolk Island Is what the fuss is about 
Norfolk is a beautiful place: An emerald 
chip set hi 100-foot cliffs of black-lava rock, 
its hillsides prickling with 'straight-limbed 
Norfolk Island pines. Australia says the is¬ 
land is part of Australia. A good many of 
the Bounty people, about 500 of whom live 
here, say the island is theirs. 

The descendants of the mutineers are 
still very English, although many have a Po¬ 
lynesian look about them. They still go by 
the old Bounty names of Christian, Quintal, 
Young, Adams and McCoy, and they still 
have an aversion to being pushed around. 
How they got to this rock from Pitcairn and 
into their current uncooperative mood re¬ 
quires a dip into the footnotes to the Bounty 
saga and into the history of Norfolk, an Is¬ 
land with a past of its own. 

Capt. James Cook discovered Norfolk in 
1774, four years after he found Australia. 
The island was empty, and a try at settling 
it failed in 1814. But in 1824, Britain was 
looking for a likely spot to send the worst of 
the convicts at its penal colony in Australia. 
Norfolk was the choice. Exile there, said the 
official order, “should be considered as the 
ultimate limit and a punishment short only 


It was Britain’s “ocean hell,” and, as one 
commentator remembered it, the name Nor¬ 
folk Island "became associated in men’s 
minds with all that was vilest, with cruel 
tortures, brutal methods, debased criminals 
and suffering humanity.” It was more than 
Victorian England could condone, and in 
1856 the island was abandoned. 

On Pitcairn around this time flu and fe¬ 
ver were rife, storms were demolishing 
boats, worms were infesting the potatoes 
and there was a drought. The mutineers' 
progeny now numbered 193, and their pious 
ways found a deep appeal among Victorians. 
But the islanders needed a new home. Nor¬ 
folk had just become available, and in 1856 
Queen Victoria gave it to them. 

Or did she? Australia has never been 
convinced that she did because the queen’s 
intentions weren’t explicitly set down any¬ 
where. That’s the nub of the problem. It was 
a problem In 1857 when the governor of New 
South Wales tried to tell the descendants 
how to parcel out land. It was a problem in 
1914 when Australia "annexed” Norfolk. 
And It has been a problem since 1976 when 
Canberra started calHag the island an inte¬ 
gral part of metropolitan Australia. 

Greg Quintal is 61 years old. His hands 
are big and the dirt is ground in; he has 
farmed Norfolk all his life. “I love my 
homeland/' he says on a cool morning in the 
sitting room of his farmhouse. "It’s only a 
little place. You can hardly call it a dot on 
the map. But It’s my belief, and no govern¬ 
ment will ever take it. away from me, that 
Norfolk Island was given to the people of 
Pitcairn." 

Mr. Quintal goes into the bedroom and 
tomes out carrying a strongbox filled with 
faded letters in Victorian longhand, written 
at the time of his ancestors’ migration. He 


THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, 

ONE OF THE WORLD’S LEADING 
DAILY NEWSPAPERS, PUBLISHED 
THE ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE 
IN ITS VARIOUS UNITED STATES 
AND OTHER EDITIONS ON NOV¬ 
EMBER 19. 

THE AUTHOR, BARRY NEWMAN. 
IS BASED IN SINGAPORE. HE VIS¬ 
ITED NORFOLK IN AUGUST AT 
THE TIME OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY’S INAUGURATION, 

TO GATHER MATERIAL FOR 
HIS STORY. 


raised on politics.” 1 

A few of the Pitcairners quickly got fed 
up and went back to their island (it is still a 
British Crown Colony of 65 people). The rest 
stayed on. raising cattle, harpooning the oc¬ 
casional whale and bartering with passing 
ships. Cows wandered freely, as they do 
now, keeping the weeds down along the 
roads. The food was, and still is, heavy on 
banana, yam, kumera and paw paw. The 
language, a patois of English and Tahitian, 
is still used among the Bounty people. 

There was a lemon boom after 1914, but 
it was over by 1922. Bananas did well until 
the Depression. There was a brief bean 
boom, and then came the tax shelter. 

For some reason, Australia had never 
tried to impose its income tax on Norfolk. In 
the early 1960s, several hundred companies 
got the idea th$rt an island without income 
tax would be a pleasant sort of place in 
which to incorporate. Tourists came, too, 
and a lot of mainlanders moved in to sell the 
tourists cameras and watches from duty¬ 
free shops. (One had the temerity to name 
his guest house "Bligh Court.’’) By last 
year, the island’s population was 1,800, and 
the Bounty descendants were in the minor¬ 
ity. 

In 1973 Australia woke up. It abolished 
the corporate tax shelter and appointed Sir 
John Nimmo, a judge, to investigate the is¬ 
land’s half-in, half-out relationship with Aus- 


says the letters prove his case. This argu¬ 
ment has been going on for 122 years. I vi 







* a. The jai.ge produced a report jn late 
i 76 recommending that everybody on the 
iaiand pay income tax and derive benefit, 
desired or not, from Australia’s social-wel¬ 
fare system. Norfolk, he said, should be 
grafted onto the electoral district for Can¬ 
berra. 

Stone of the Bounty people (not including 
the ones who work for the government and 
the ones who live up in the hills and just 
want to be left alone) reacted to this in 
much the same way Fletcher Christian re¬ 
acted when Capt. Bligh accused him of 
Stealing coconuts: They started muttering 
Ojbout freedom. 

They formed the Society of Descendants 
Ol the Pitcairn Settlers “to regain the right 
of-self-government." The society and its 
supporters called for a referendum, but the 
Australian government said no. They gath¬ 
ered petitions and carried them to Can¬ 
berra, also to no avail. They even appealed 
to the United Nations Decolonization Com¬ 
mittee. 

; That didn’t do any good either, but all 
tlfese efforts seemed to slow Australia down. 
Last May, the Canberra Parliament passed 
a new Norfolk Island Act. The law surpris¬ 
ingly didn’t try to depict the Island as part 
of continental Australis, and it didn’t insist 
that Australia’s laws and taxes apply here. 
A bine-member Assembly dtes treated to re- 

^ 016 Norfolk Island'Council, and elec- 
were held in August With much 
aweehmaking by bewigged dignitaries from 
the mainland, the Assembly was opened in a 
restored Georgian barracks left over from 
Norfolk’s days as an ocean hell. 

On closer inspection, though, it turns out 
that the Assembly has great power over 
street lights and drainage, but not much au¬ 
thority over anything else. Also, a propor¬ 
tional voting system conceived in Canberra 
left the society of descendants and'its back¬ 
ers with even, less influence than they had 
on the old island council. At the Assembly’s 
opening, Australia’s home-affairs minister, 
,R. J. EUlcott, left no dbubts about his coun¬ 
try's view of the island’s status. 

"Norfolk Island,” he said, “is an honored 
part of the Australian nation and community 
and, although it has its own identity, it 
shares fully in our common national life and 
destiny. May it ever remain so.” 

The prospect is a dismal one for the soci¬ 
ety of descendants. At a Wednesday evening 
strategy session in the Fletcher Christian 
Holiday Apartments the membership is 
smoldering. 

"We come from the East,” says Mera 
Martin (nee Christian). “Australia is in the 
West." 

"We’re ethnically different from them,” 
says Bemie Christian-Bailey. “We’re Eng¬ 
lish Polynesians.” 

"We were a happy people until Australia 
took over,” says Don Reynolds (his moth¬ 
er's name was Christian). “How do you stop 
it short of taking up arms?” 

One way Is to collect petitions for a refer*, 
endum on the Canberra-imposed propor¬ 
tional voting system. That, in fact, has al¬ 
ready been done. If the voting system is re¬ 
jected, there will be a new election for the 
Assembly, and the Bounty descendants will 
have a strong chance of capturing a major¬ 
ity. 

The mutiny isn’t over yet. 




WE ALSO HAVE EXOTIC "GARDENIA" PERFUME BY TUVACH? 


“We approach this with some caution” 


SALARIES FOR NORFOLK’S ASSEMBLYMEN WERE SET OPINION. INCLUDING INTERVIEWS WITH MEMBERS 
BY AUSTRALIA’S REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL. THE AND WITH RESIDENTS. HERE IS WHAT THE TRIB- 

TRIBUNAL STUDIED A RANGE OF EVIDENCE AND UNAL HAD TO SAY ABOUT ITS FINDINGS. 


'PROM THE written submissions 
and the discussions three major, 
and to some extent inter-related, 
areas of consideration became appar¬ 
ent first, the nature of the duties to 
be performed and the levels of res¬ 
ponsibility to be borne by the holders 
of these new offices; second, whether 
any, and if so which, positions 
should be regarded as full-time; 
third, in placing a value on the 
time and responsibility involved, 
whether regard should be had to 
'mainland' or ’island’ salary struct¬ 
ures, and if to the Island structure, 
the extent to which regard should be 
had to the salaries paid in the public 
sector and the private sector. 

"We later discuss duties and res- 
ponsibilites, and likely time involv¬ 
ement in relation to each office. 

The consideration of the salary 
structure within which to value 
these office* is, however, common 
to all offices, and because we bel¬ 
ieve it emerged as possibly the most 
fundamental and potentially most 
controversial consideration in our 
review, we discuss it at the outset. 

"It was frequently submitted to 
the Tribunal that because of cert¬ 
ain rather unique characteristics of 
the society, and because of the frag ¬ 
ile nature of die Island’s economy,, 
reliance should not be placed on 
comparisons with mainland salary 
structures. Also, such comparisons 
are complicated by the fact that no 
income taxation is payable on 
Island salaries, although some 
cubmitted that this is offset by a 
higher cost of living. 

“Indeed, there were no submissions 
either written or oral, seeking 
direct comparability with salaries 
paid for broadly comparable groups 
on the mainland. It was submitted 
that the unique social relationships 
in this small island community are 
relevant. With strong ties to the 
community and traditions of comm¬ 
unity service without remuneration 
and of mutual help, it was argued 
that the needs of salary earners 
should be seen as significantly diff¬ 
erent from those of salary earners in 
most large urban communities on 
the mainland. 

“It was pointed out that the Island's 
economy has become largely dep¬ 
endent on tourism, and that for var¬ 
ious reasons some consider the future 
of the economy to be uncertain. 


Attention was drawn to the likely 
deficit in the public accounts for the 
current year, and although this def¬ 
icit was shown to be due at least in 
part to factors which are unlikely to 
recur, there was nevertheless a con¬ 
cern on the part of many appearing 
before the Tribunal for the future of 
the Island’s public finances. 

Should reflect restraint 


"Therefore, it was argued, remun¬ 
eration should be considered principa¬ 
lly in the context of a structure which 
is appropriate to die Island's society 
and economy, and should at this 
stage reflect restraint. 

"Salary comparisons were made with 
both Island public sector salaries 
and with Island salaries in general. 

We were informed that Island public 
sector salaries are currently about 
95 per cent of mainland rates for 
similar classifications. However, 
there again appear to be some diff¬ 
iculties of comparison, especially 
at the more senior levels. The 
classification of positions appears 
to have been influenced by the fact 
that salaries are not subject to 
income taxation with the result that, 
fat example the head of the Norfolk 
Island Public Service receives a 
salary well below the top of die 
Third Division of the Australian 
Public Service. The salary of the 
person shortly to take up that posit¬ 
ion will be $20, 000, rising to 
$22, 000 after two years. It appears 
that where senior staff have been 
recruited from the mainland this 
frequently has been from a sub¬ 
stantially higher public service 
classification than the one taken up 
on the Island by die member of 
staff. 

"Several of die island residents who 
had discussions with the Tribunal 
emphasised what they saw as major 
differences between public and 
private rates of pay on the Island. 
Detailed information is sparse. 

There are no arbitration awards or 
minimum wage laws governing 
private employment and at this 
stage we necessarily have to rely on 
the information provided by those 
appearing before us. It is clear that 
private sector rates of pay range 
between mainland rates in the case 
of a few employers, perhaps mainly 


employing labour from die mainland 
for a period, as in the case of the 
trading banks, and rates significantly 
below mainland rates, especially 
in the case of casual, transient 
labour. We are persuaded that, at 
least in die absence of mote det¬ 
ailed information, we should not 
rely on the public service pay 
structure as an indicator of the 
general structure of pay on die Is¬ 
land, although it is a relevant 
factor for consideration. 

"We have been charged with the 
task of determining remuneration 
for a new body in a very small 
community which is embarking 
on the early steps towards self- 
government. The Assembly of 
nine members has been elected by 
fewer than 1, 000 electors from a 
population of under 2, ooo persons. 

We cannot claim to have made a 
detailed inquiry into the economy, 
or even to have been able to ob¬ 
tain a detailed understanding of 
the local wage and salary structure. 

Concern of citizens 

However, we are persuaded that, 
because there are uncertainties 
which are of concern to many of the 
Island's citizens, we should approach 
this initial determination with 
some caution. Unfortunately we 
have not had the assistance of die 
Gates’ Report, although we were 
able to see a brief and tentative 
statement of bis conclusions on the 
central matters in his terms of 
reference. More certain inform¬ 
ation of some of these matters may be 
available to us once that Report 
has been presented, and once the 
Assembly has been operating for 
a reasonable period of time. 

"Members of the Assembly 
"the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly consists of nine members. 
The Assembly determined that 
there should be two ministerial 
offices, those of Chief Minister 
and Deputy Chief Minister, at 
present held by the President and 
Deputy President of the Assembly. 

The Chief Minister has appointed 
each member of the Assembly tp 
assist a minister in one or more 
areas, and the ministers and mem¬ 
bers assisting meet as a Geqeral 
Committee of the Government, 
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described to us as "a Cabinet 
Meeting with extended member¬ 
ship. ‘ 

"All who made submissions on 
the basic rate of remuneration to 
be received by a member of the 
Assembly regarded the office as 
part-time. Views as to approp¬ 
riate specific rates of remuner¬ 
ation ranged between a level mar¬ 
ginally higher than the rate rec¬ 
ommended in our interim advice 
to the Minister for Home Affairs 
(that is, $4, 000 per annum) and 
the rate payable to members of the 
earlier Norfolk Island Council 
(that is $500 per annum). Fewer 
than half submitted that.the interim 
race or slightly higher would be 
reasonable and the remainder that 
the interim rate would be excessive. 
We have no doubt that remuneration 
should be greater than that payable 
to members of the old Council. 

The powers of the Assembly, prescr¬ 
ibed in the Norfolk Island Act 1979, 
are wide and are very significantly 
greater than those of the Council. 

It is expected that the Assembly will 
meet'at least on afternoon each 
month (presently a Wednesday 
afternoon), with meetings of the 
General Committee being held on 
the other Wednesday afternoons. 


The attention of the Tribunal was 
drawn to the time which members 
expect to spend on research, meet¬ 
ing with electors, and in their cap¬ 
acity as members assisting an exec¬ 
utive member. Limited office 
facilities have been provided in a 
building adjoining the Legislative 
Assembly building, and secretar¬ 
ial facilities will be provided dep¬ 
ending on the extent to which they 
are used. 

"The earlier advice provided by 
the Tribunal was based on inform¬ 
ation available at that time and was 
influenced to some extent by a 
consideration of the remuneration 
payable to members of other Aust¬ 
ralian legislatures. We have now 
had the opportunity to visit the 
Island, to receive submissions from, 
and have discussions with, those 
most directly affected, and to look 
more closely at the environment in 
which this new body will have to 
operate. As discussed above, we 
have concluded that mainland rates 
of remuneration, both in other 
legislatures and more generally, 
should be given little weight and 
that the dominant consideration must 
be the appropriateness of the rem¬ 
uneration in the' local context. 

"In the light of all these consid¬ 


erations we now consider a reason¬ 
able rate of fee for a member of 
the Assembly to be $3, 000 per 
annum. We have determined that 
this rate should be effective from 
1 January 1980.,. 

" Chief Minister 

"We accept the view of most of 
those with whom we had discussions 
that this office should be regarded 
as full-time. 

"The ministerial-type responsibilit¬ 
ies shared by the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Minister relate to a wide 
range of matters. In addition the 
Chief Minister has functions of co¬ 
ordination, representation and, in 
the role of President of the Assem¬ 
bly, of oversight of the operation of 
the Assembly. We have no doubt 
that the person jointly holding 
these two offices of Chief Minister 
and President of the Assembly will 
be required to devote time and 
energy to a degree which will 
fully justify it being regarded as 
full-time. 

"In view of the rate of fee we 
have set for a member of the Asse¬ 
mbly and the general considerations 
already discussed, we consider a 
reasonable rate of additional salary 
to be $15, 000 per annum effective 
from the date of his election. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty*s Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a mOvie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 


namely 10 August 1979, with a 
further special allowance of $1, 000 
per annum, effective also from 
10 August 1979. 

"In view of the demands placed 
upon the holder of this office, we 
also recommend that he be prov¬ 
ided with an Administration- owned 
vehicle, with maintenance and 
running costs to be met by the Ad¬ 
ministration. 

"It was submitted that some super¬ 
annuation entitlement be provided 
for those holding full-time offices. 
We agree that, in view of the 
nature of the office of Chief Min¬ 
ister and the provisions that are 
normally made for others in full¬ 
time employment at similar sal¬ 
ary levels, some provision should 
be made. We do not have juris¬ 
diction to make a determination 
on this matter but we recomment 
that, while it clearly would not 
be feasible to establish a scheme 
for executive members of the 
Assembly, the possibility of prov¬ 
ision being made through some oth¬ 
er scheme, such as the Norfolk 
Island Public Service Provident 
Account be investigated. If on 
investigation such a scheme proves 
to have merit, it should in our 
view be effective from 10 August 
1979. 

"Deputy Chief Minister 
"Views differed considerably as to 
the likely time involvement of 
this office. A few believed it also 
should be regarded as full-time, 
but most put the view that there 
would be significantly less than 
full-time involvement. We cons¬ 
ider that at this stage we should 
regard it as somewhat more than 
half-time; however, this is one 
of the aspects which should be 
kept under close attention in the 
early period of the Assembly's 
operation. 

"We consider a reasonable rate 


of additional salary for the joint 
holder of the offices of Deputy 
Chief Minister and Deputy Pres¬ 
ident to be $7, 500 per annum, 
effective for 10 August 1979. 

"Travelling Allowance 

"We have determined rates of 
travelling allowance for travel 
outside Norfolk Island but within 
Australia of $60 per overnight 
stay for the Chief Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister, and $53 
per overnight stay for, other mem¬ 
bers of the Assembly. These are 
the rates applying to most Aust¬ 
ralian public office holders for 
travel within Australia. 

"Date of Effect 

"Pursuant to s. 34 and s. 65(i) of 
the Norfolk Island Act of 1979, 
members of the Legislative Asse¬ 
mbly of Norfolk Island are entitled 
to be paid for their services as a 
member, from the date of their 
election. Thus, the date of eff¬ 
ect of remuneration as determined 
by the Tribunal is 1 August 1979. 
Similarly, the date of effect of 
the Chief Minister's and Deputy 
Chief Minister's additional salary, 
fee, special allowance and trav¬ 
elling allowance is 10 August 1979 
being the date of their election to 
those offices. 

"Future Reviews 

'‘Opportunity will arise for the 
Tribunal to consider further sub¬ 
missions on these matters as part 
of its regular general reviews. 

Our next general review will be 
completed early in June 1980. 

We also note that the Minister 
for Home Affairs has indicated the 
Commonwealth Government's 
intention to review the administ¬ 
rative arrangements over the next 
five years and to increase the scope 
of the Legislative Assembly's 
powers as may be appropriate. 

It might be expected that such 
developments could have implic¬ 
ations for remuneration." 


32 Ml. trees 

DR. PETER COYNE, Norfolk's resi¬ 
dent naturalist, says the Island has 
17 kinds of trees that occur natur¬ 
ally only on Norfolk. 

He has prepared a list of them, 
and of 15 other trees that occur na¬ 
turally here as well as in other 
places. Dr. Coyne's list; 

Occur naturally only at Norfolk Is. 
Araucaria heteropbylla 
(Norfolk Island Pine) 

Rhopalostylis baueri 
(Norfolk Island Palm) 

Cordyline obtacta 
(Rau Ti) 

Boehmeria australis 
Achyranthes arborescens 
Pittosporum bracteolatum 
(Oleander) 

Evodia littoralis 
Dysoxylum patersonianum 
(Sharkwood) 

Hibiscus insularis 
(Philip Island Hibiscus) 

Ungeria floribunda 
(Bastard Oak) 

Melicytus rhamiflorus 
Melicytus latifolius 
Wickstroemia australis 
(Kurrajong) 

Meryta angustifolia 
Meryta latifolis 
Myoporum obscurum 
Coprosma pilosa 

Occur naturally at Norfolk Island 
and also elsewhere 
Celtis paniculata 
(Whitewood) 

Streblus pendulinus 
(Sia's Backbone) 

Exocarpus phyllanthoides 
Pisonia umbellifora 
(Waiwai) 

Acronychia simplicifolia 
(Big Yellowwood) 

Zanthoxylum pinnatum 
(Little Yellowwood) 

Baloghia lucida 
(Bloodwood) 

Excoacaria agallocha 
(Melky Tree) 

Elaeodendron curtipendulum 
(Maple) 

Pennantia endlicheri 
Hibiscus tiliaceus 
Lagunaria patersonia 
(White Oak) 

Rapanea crassifolia 
(Beech) 

Nestegis apatala 
(Ironwood) 

Planchonella costata 
(Bastard Ironwood) 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
'V' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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The man who beat a lie-detector 


ONE OF the charms of living on a 
lovely remote island is that it att¬ 
racts a flow of interesting visitors, 
some with strange and wonderful 
tales to tell. 

An Australian lawyer recently 
visited Norfolk with his wife and 
two small children and in a casual 
conversation told the editor of The 
News how he had learned, some 
yenrs ago* how to fool a lie det¬ 
ec tot. 

His tale had nothing to. do with 
Norfolk or the South Pacific, but 
it WM so intriguing that we asked if 
he would tell it again while we made 
notes. Here's how it came out. 

UKE MANY university students, 
David Bennett was living on a 
pinched budget, and looking for 
ways to earn money in his spare 
time. 

A young Australian studying law 
at Harvard University 15 years ago, 
he found that Boston's hospitals and 
universities were continually carry¬ 
ing out experiments and were will¬ 
ing to pay students to take part in 
them. 

One centre would pay $100, 
even in those days, to anyone heal¬ 
thy who was willing to be given 
a cold. They measured how long 
it took to catch a cold under var¬ 
ious circumstances - sitting in a 
draft, or standing in a cold shower, 
for example. Then they tried 
controlled ways of curing the cold. 

David Bennett became one of 
about 50 students who earned pocket 
money by seeing whether they could 
train themselves to fool a lie-det¬ 
ector. 

"The first time 1 went, I found 
myself sitting in a tiny room, with 
a movie screen filling my field of 
vision," he says. "On the screen 


was a projection of a slide that said 
'5c'." 

He was wired up to a polygraph, 
to record his heartbeat, blood 
pressure and the galvanic skin 
reaction at his thenar prominences - 
the area just beneath the thumb on 
each hand. Galvanic skin reaction, 
a combination of sweating and 
minute electrical changes in the 
skin, is the main measurement lie 
detectors work on. 

"1 was told not to move," he says. 

"If I moved, the screen would say 
'tilt* and I'd forfeit some part of 
what I'd earned. 

"Every so often there would be a 
loud 'Boing', and whenever there was 
a 'Boing', the screen would click 
over - from 5c to 10c, to 16c, and 
so on. 

The "Boings" seemed random. He 
was told to make as many of them as 
he could without moving, and was told 
that people could make the machine 
“Boing" by thinking of an emotional 
experience. 

"So I mentally undressed the 
rather attractive blond nurse who 
had str apped me into the machine. 

"Instantly the thing started going 
"Boing. Boing. Boing. Boing." and 
the money started rolling in. I 
made something like $20 in my 
first session, which was rather more 
than one was supposed to make." 

His second session was like the 
first, but at the following session he. . 
was told that he would be paid 5c 
for each ten seconds that he could 
go without making a 'Boing'. 

"I thought of my legal studies, and 
things I had to buy at the shops, 
and other boring things - and I didn't 
have much trouble suppressing 
them. Occasionally they did sneak 
through, but by and large the mach¬ 


ine was fairly quiet. ” 

The next session was harder. To 
earn money he had to alternate: 
preventing a ’Boing" for ten seconds 
to make 5c, then producing as 
many as he could in the next ten 
seconds, then preventing them ag¬ 
ain. 

Mentally undressing die nurse didn't 
work for this routine. "It wasn't 
possible to get her hypothetical 
clothes back on fast enough," he 
found. 

But to his surprise he discovered 
a semi-mechanical technique for 
producing "Boings". 

"I can describe it as a sort of half¬ 
swallow, “ he says. "Just pushing 
down slightly in the back of my 
throat, and pushing down onto my 
spine, without moving my body at 
all. It's a hard reaction to define. 
I'm not sure to what extent my blood 
pressure and heartbeat were taken 
into account." 

The sessions went on, with new 
variations introduced each time. 

At the end, he was given simple 
questions, with easily verifiable 
answers - "Is Boston in Massachus¬ 
etts?" for example, he was told 
either to tell a lie, or tell the 
truth. But if he told the truth he had 
to make a "Boing", and if he told 
a lie he had to avoid making one - 
die opposite of what is supposed to 
happen with a lie detector. 

"I found it wasn't very difficult. 

1 was able to do it, " he says. "1 
made a good deal more money than 
one was supposed to make." 

He was not told for whom the ex¬ 
periments were being done. They 
were carried out at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, one of the world's 
most highly-regarded medical 
institutions. He does not know wbe- 


“HEY- LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 




SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


jp: . 

•y? BIG HITS 
SCHEDULED 

“Targe range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock* 


AWAITING WORD OF LATEST TITLES NOW ON THE 
WAY -- RING 2069 FOR LATEST INFORMATION 
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Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/'always IN STOCK. A FINE RANGE OF SUCKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON” UBELS. 

/FROM AUSTRALIA. A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER - TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINUND PRICES. 


HEN5WEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 



Pountp Hobge Cabent 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 
Full a la carta menu Tues., Wed.,Thur., Sat. 
Mutineers Dinner on Friday 

BOOKINGS: 2019 


ther any scientiiic paper, describing 

the results, was ever published. 

Each of the 50 volunteers went 
through about 15 sessions. David 
Bennett was told that he was one of 
only two who had been successfully 
trained to fool die polygraph. 

Since then he has been intrigued 
by the use of lie detectors, and has 
learned more about the technique 
of using them successfully. 

Broad, blunt questions to a person 
being tested can give unclear results, 
he has found. "Did you kill *X'?" 
“Have you been stealing from the 
supermarket?" can produce unfair 
reactions in someone who is nervous. 

But highly-specific, non-incrimin¬ 
ating questions can sort out the 
guilty from the innocent, he believ¬ 
es. To illustrate, he describes an 
experiment conducted in Australia. 

Three volunteers were left alone 
in a room with a wallet on a table. 
One of them was to take the wallet, 
count the money in it without let¬ 
ting the other two see how much 
there was, put the money in his 
pocket, and put the wallet back 
onto the table. 

All three were questioned, with a 
polygraph monitoring their reactions. 
The question "Did you steal the 
money?” produced quite unclear 
results. But then each was asked 
whether a certain amount of money 
had been in the wallett. "$18? 
$125? $63.25? $23. 60?” 

When the correct amount was 
mentioned, the "guilty" volunteer’s 
reaction was dramatic. 

David Bennett thinks the manner 
of questioning makes all the diff¬ 
erence between legitimate and ill¬ 
egitimate use of lie-detectors. 

They aren’t permitted in Austral¬ 
ian courts, he says, and there is no 
suggestion that they ever will be. 

But they can be useful in police 
investigations, he believes, and he 
thinks innocent people ought to be 
willing to subject themselves to 
tests the police want to make. 

"If innocent people co-operate, * 
he says, "that will help police find 
the guilty person and assist their 
investigations, even though they 
can’t use the lie detector's evidence 
in a courtroom." 

Suppose he were being examined 
himself. Would his "training" in 
Boston enable him to fool the 
polygraph again? 

"I don’t think I could avoid 
giving a specific reaction to the 
right question, " he says. 

"But it might enable me to give 
false reactions to other questions, 
so that the examiner regarded the 
test as unreliable." 
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Norfolk 


TAHITIAN DANCING, a historical 
part of Norfolk Islanders' heritage, 
is very much alive on Norfolk 
Island. There are over 30 descen¬ 
dants of the Tahitian women on 
Pitcairn Island who have learned 
this exuberant art form from 
Mavis Hitch. Some are now 
qualified to teach as well. About 
18 are preparing for their next 
major performance, for the Inter¬ 
national Lions' Convention on the 
Island in late January. 

Mavis's interest in Tahitian danc¬ 
ing started when she was 14. 

"It was something that was in me. 

1 loved the music - I’d be on 
Cloud 9 when I heard Island music. M 

"When 1 was 16 I went to a teach¬ 
er who lived in Vaucluse in Syd¬ 
ney. I had lessons from her - they 
cost ten shillings for a half hour. 

She was from the islands - had 
long, black hair - a beautiful 
looking person. She taught 
Hawaiian and Tahitian dancing. 
They are quite similar." 

Born on Norfolk, Mavis moved 
to Australia when she was 12, along 
with her brother Bill Blucher, 
now our Deputy Chief Minister. 

She came back to live on Norfolk 
again in 1965. 

"Everyone seems to want to 
come back again," she said, "we 
always came back here on hol¬ 
idays and if 1 couldn't my mother 
Hagar (Christian) would always 
bring my children with her." 

Mavis's children are Adam, who 
is here from Sydney now; Kim, 
who is a telephone technician on 
Norfolk and Karlene, who is 
working in Brisbane. Mavis re¬ 
married about six years ago and 
is the wife of Gil Hitch, Norfolk's 
Revenue Manager. 

One of the most important things 
to know about Tahitian dancing 
I gathered, is that you have to 
know how to "slide, rather than 
walk". Mavis explained that 
the four principle body move¬ 
ments concern the feet, hips 
hands and mouth. One must 
always smile. And it is better to 
start learning as a child. 

18 dancers recently entertained 
a large picnic group of residents 



and tourists in the compound at 
Kingston. The occasion was an 
Island Dinner prepared by the 
Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers. Their perform¬ 
ance was hailed as really "first 
class" by all who attended. Not 



only was it a colourful and beaut¬ 
iful evening but a considerable 
sum was raised to benefit the 
"Year of the Child". 

21 year old Danny Forsyth, 

8 year old Rebecca Hayes and 
"Buggsie" Robertson did the 
Tameraiand were so good that 
Mera Martin's two year old 
twin granddaughters got up 
and started dancing. 

"We.are determined to keep 
this thing going,'" says Mavis. 
"After all - it's our heritage." 

Islanders Vyner Patterson, 

Sheba Menghetti, Ivy Buffet, 

Cora Young and A agar Christian 
used to dance, entertaining the 
troops in Australia, during the 
war and Beattie Bigg sang. They 
all performed at the Polynesian 
Club in Sydney. Ivy and Sheba 
are still involved and very 
helpful when a big production 
is underway. 

"The more heads, the better 
the show," says Mavis. 

Mavis started teaching Tah¬ 
itian dancing about 12 years 
ago - first at "Quintal's Cabin" 
at Middlegate and later at her 


LIVING 


home at Cutters Corn. The 
dancers get together every 
Wednesday afternoon. 

"If a show's coming off, we 
all get together - it all comes 
naturally. Then we have one or 
two rehearsals just prior to the 
show." 

There have been many shows 
featuring Island dancing over 
the years. Dancers used to per¬ 
form at the old Kingfisher Hotel 
on Saturday nights. One night. 
Mavis and "Steggles” Le Cren 
were dancing together and his 
pareu fell off. The audience 
clapped - thinking it was part 
of die act. (He bad bathing 
shorts underneath.) They did 
shows at Valley View, dancing 
around the tables; a memorable 
show at the Hotel Norfolk with 
Gary Robertson doing the "Tam- 
erai" (a fast Tahitian dance); 
and shows at the Leagues Club, 
the Paradise, and for the two 
famous pageants staged by 
"Scotty" Nagel. 

The clothing for the dance per¬ 
formance is exotic. Magnificent, 
full grass skins made of raffia with 
banded waistbands of beaded shells 
hi-hi's, wooden beads. Mavis has 
shown her dancers how to make 
grass skirts. The headgear for the 
"Tamerai" is very intricate and 
ceremoniously elegant. A sort of 
crown is made of plaited Pandanus 
with Pampas grass and feathers 
protruding from the top and decor¬ 
ated with beaded shells and ropes 
of shells hanging down from either 
side. Julie Quintal and Lynn 
Hayes helped make the Hawaiian 
flowered headgear and Ngaire 
Christian helped with the grass 
skirts and headgear. Ngaire saw 
the group dancing one night and 
took to it. 

"She will be a great dancer, “ 
says Mavis. “As a matter of fact, 
Karlene, Ngaire, Lisa Woodward 
and Evelyn’Hobbins are all really 
good dancers. ” 

At least 16 dances will be pres¬ 
ented at the Lions' Convention 

"When I get out there and dance 
I'm lost, says Mavis. "Nothing 
else exists." 
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WHAT WITH the festive season 
hard upon us and the prospect of 
having family and friends around 
we will be thinking of something 
different to offer when the main 
celebrations are over. Here are 
several interesting recipes which 
could add up to an attractive and 
out of the ordinary menu. 
CUCUMBER SOUP 
Cold soups can be most appeal¬ 
ing starters during the summer and 
this one is rather different to my 
usual version. 

3 tablesp. veg. oil 
{ teasp. salt 
pepper 

1 clove of garlic crushed 
1 pint yoghurt 

1 large cucumber 

2 ozs. chopped nuts 

a little chopped dill (if you have) 
Put the oil, salt, pepper and 
garlic in a bowl, blend', then 
whisk together. Gradually whisk 
in the yoght*. Rind the cucumber 



and cut into small cubes. Fold 
into the yoghurt mixture and chill. 
Just before serving, add the nuts 
and dill. 

CHICKEN POLYNESIAN STYLE 

Sweet and sour sauce, pineapple, 
peppers and other tasty ingredients 
make this a distinctive variation of 
the usual poultry theme. 

4 chicken portions 

2 tablesp. oil 

15 oz. can pineapple pieces 

1 tablesp. soya sauce 

2-3 sticks celery chopped 

1 level tablesp. cornflour 

3 tablesp. water 

2 firm tomatoes cut into eigths 

1 green pepper cut into rings 

Dry chicken and brown on both 
sides in oil for 15 mins. Drain 
pineapple. Make juice up to i 
pint with water. 

Drain chicken portions and keep 
warm. Add pineapple juice 
mixed with soya sauce to the juices 
in the pan. Stir in celery pieces 
and simmer 20 mins. Blend corn- 


AS XMAS and the New Year app¬ 
roach our thoughts turn to parties 
and gifts, so here are a few ideas. 

After an absence of some years 
French champagne is again avail¬ 
able from the Bond. If the brand 
is not a familiar one do not be 
concerned as Lanson have been 
around for a long time, being 
one of the original members of 
die Champagne Academy which 
won government protection of 
that name for wines made strict¬ 
ly in accord with the traditional 
method. They also still rank as 
one of France’s top 20 producers 
of quality champagne. 

Lanson Brut (extra dry) is $10.30 


«BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 

a bottle but if you are thinking of 
doing things in a big way there 
is a limited number of Salaman- 
azars available. These contain 
the equivalent of 12 normal 
bottles and come is a solid wooden 
outer case to protect their 
$129. 50 worth. Be sure. However, 
to have enough starters because 
champers is hardly something to 
recork and serve another day. 

Earthen ware crocks make 
attractive gift packs which can 
still look good on the bar shelf 
long after the contents have 
been consumed, or they can make 
attractive bases for table lamps. 
Several are on sale here. 

Old Parr Scotch $12.60 and 


flour with the water, stir into 
pineapple juice. Bring to the boil. 
Add pineapple pieces, tomato 
wedges and green pepper. Place 
chicken portions on top and simm¬ 
er gently for a further 10 to 15 
mins, until chicken is tender. 

Serve on boiled rice. 

CLARET JELLY 
this is a dessert which should 
titillate both the eye and the palate. 

1 level tablesp. gelatine 

3 ozs. caster sugar 

2 tablesp. brandy 

3 tablesp. lemon juice 

i pint raspberry or grape juice 

i pint claret 

whipped cream for decorating 
Blend together the gelatine, 
caster sugar, lemon juice, brandy 
and raspberry juice in a bowl. 
Dissove over hot water. When 
dissolved add claret. Pour into 
1 to l£ pint fancy jelly mould 
and allow to set. Serve with 
whipped cream. 


Glenfiddich pure malt whisky <® 
$20.00 would both be considered 
good value on the mainland 
even if they were in ordinary 
bottles. 

Tullamore Dew still cranes in 
its traditional crock but appar¬ 
ently only for export these days. 
It sells for $8.70 and is a must 
for good Irish Coffee. 

Australia is not generally 
strong on high class liqueurs 
but some of its liqueur muscats 
have long been recognised as 
world leaders. At the time of 
writing some from Lindemans is 
aboard ship and expected to 
cost some $8.00 here. It should 
be worth trying. 
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Ldh*-fytm. fan*. 


“JINGLE BELLS, jingle bells, 
jingle all the way... ” 

- sang the Playcentre children 
as they waited for Santa Claus to 
arrive on the fire engine. It hard¬ 
ly seems possible that another year 
is almost over and everyone is ag¬ 
ain preparing for Christmas. 

Looking back over the year, it 
has been an extremely busy time, 
especially for the children, and 
November was no exception. 

Many homes had the privilege of 
billeting one of the youngsters from 
the Daceyville Primary School 
Band. Thirty-eight children came 
over, together with their instruments, 
and accompanied by Mr. Fred Roy¬ 
al, the bandmaster, and Miss Ban¬ 
croft. It was a tremendous experi¬ 
ence and great fun to have one of 
the pupils stay with one’s family. 

Our children had the opportunity 
to know a young Greek boy and to 
learn something of his home life, 
which included attending further 
classes after school to hear about 
Greek history and the language. 

The concert that the band gave 
in Rawson Hall was absolutely mar¬ 
velous. To think that these young 
children, who ranged in age from 
9 to 12, could produce such splen¬ 
did music left the audience spell¬ 
bound. Well, the performance 
was so impressive that the band 
received a standing ovation at the 
conclusion of the evening. The vi¬ 
sit of the band also gave the chil¬ 
dren here in Norfolk a chance to 
leant something about different 
musical instruments and how they 
are played. 

At the concert Mr. Royal explain¬ 
ed that his was a "concert" band, 
which consists of a full brass band 
plus the woodwind section. He ex¬ 
plained that those interested were 
introduced to their instruments in 
die third term of Year Three, so 
that they had three months of tu¬ 
ition on the instrument before tak¬ 
ing their place next to a more ex¬ 
perienced player in the band the 
following year. Then it was a mat¬ 
ter of the more experienced player 
helping the new "addition". What 
a remarkable man Mr. Royal is, 
and bow lucky the children are 
to have someone who can intro¬ 
duce them to the pleasure of mus¬ 


ic in such a fun way; 

Rawson Hall has been the scene 
of many happy occasions this year. 
The Lions Club again ran another 
successful Holiday Raffle with the 
draw taking place at a dinner 
dance. Each year Gary and Enid 
Clarke supervise the decorating of 
the Hall for the occasion, and al¬ 
ways it looks most attractive, as it 
did this year. The buffet dinner 
that the Lions ladies had prepared 
was delicious. I'm sure no one went 
away hungry. Good music provided 
by Max Hobbins, David Rodgers and 
Kim Davies kept everyone on their 
toes until the time came for the 
draw. 

This year instead of a series of 
numbers being placed in the bar¬ 
rel, the full number on each tick¬ 
et was placed inside, which meant 
that with one dip the winner was 
chosen. John Brown was the lucky 
winner of $3,500 first prize, with 
Ron “Glum" Baker second and Jean 
Sims third. John Ryves and Rangi 
Hudson each won $50 for being one 
either side of the winning number. 
It was a most enjoyable evening, 
and Lion president Paul Dehlsen 
paid tribute to Bob Selby and his 
committee, who had organised 
the raffle and sale of tickets. 

As the International Year of the 
Child draws to a close 1 thought 
the opening item at the Infants and 
Primary School Concert, perform - 
ed by the kindergarted children, 
was most appropriate. It was call¬ 
ed "It’s a Small, Small World". 

The children were dressed in deligh 
lightful costumes depicting differ¬ 
ent nursery rhymes and as each one 
was sung the child or group of chil¬ 
dren enacted the story. 

The younger ones in the audience 
were most intrigued with the Three 
Blind Mice. "The farmer’s wife 
even cut off their tails! ” said one 
little girl, her eyes big as saucers. 
Danny King looked superb dressed 
as Little Boy Blue - even with a 
feather in his hat. Mary’s Little 
Lamb was a great favourite too. 

Miss Knight's Year One class was 
next to perform and their item was 
called "Can-Can". Each group of 
children performed a different 
dance. How marvellous, and what 
fun they must have had practicing. 


Two little girls who had great fun 
doing The Twist were BiancaBurns 
and Elizabeth Adams. Rebecca 
Hayes stole the show as she turned 
around and showed her knickers at 
the wrong time! The boys as Indi- 
and gave a terrific rain dance (just 
hope it does some good before Chri¬ 
stmas) whilst another group perfor¬ 
med a march. The most colourful 
array of costumes, and plenty qf 
smiling faces! Year Two children 
under Maureen Tavener's supervision 
mimed to music the story of "Chr¬ 
istmas in an Enchanted World”. 

It's amazing how one can follow 
a story just through actions, and 
no words. Well done, Maureen. 

Then next was Year Three's mel¬ 
odrama, written and produced by 
Greg Saxon. The characters had 
such delightful names as Peter 
Pureheart, Grandlna Goodbody, 

Sir Oswald and Sebastian plus rite 
canibals. The play was called 
"Nell’s Dilemma" and it called 
for audience participation such as 
booing, hi ssing or cheering at the 
appropriate times according to the 
signs. Very well done indeed! 

After interval the school prize¬ 
giving took place, with short ad¬ 
dresses being given by Mr. Ray 
W ilkinson. Principal of the school; 
his Honour the Administrator, Mr. 
Peter Coleman; and the Chief Min¬ 
ister, the Hon. David Buffett M. 

L. A. Those children who had tried 
really hard during the year were 
then rewarded for their efforts, re¬ 
ceiving either a merit certificate 
or a book award. 

It was the Chief Minister's pleas¬ 
ure to announce the Dux of the 
school in the Primary Section and 
in the Secondary School. Congrat¬ 
ulations to Deanne Higgins, Dux 
of the Primary, and Michelle Le- 
Cren, Dux of the Secondary School, 
and all other recipients. Thank 
you from the audience to all the 
pupils and staff fdr a lovely eve¬ 
ning. 

As we all-take part in the festi¬ 
vities of Christmas over the next 
few days and as we enjoy a delic¬ 
ious Christmas dinner let us spare 
a thought for those in the world 
who aren't as fortunate as we here 
on Norfolk. Merry Christmas to 
you, and a happy New Year. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS R E TAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MicDONA LD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products 

. •SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

| • MA SPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gar doers 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvators, hoes. aU 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



SUNBEAM CAFE 
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Should there be an 
Assembly re-election? 

ADMINISTRATOR SAYS HE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO CALL AN EARLY ELECTION. 
BUT SENSES "NO PUBLIC DEMAND" FROM HIS TALKS WITH COMMUNITY LEADERS 


EDITORIAL-PAGE 14 


NEW ISLAND MANAGER 


MALCOLM BAINS. AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERT IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT. NOW 
HEADS OUR PUBLIC SERVICE. THE "BAINS REPORT" SHOWS HIS LINE OF THINKING. 


PRAISE FOR NORFOLK 

AN AUTHORITATIVE NEW GUIDE INCLUDES NORFOLK AS ONE OF THE MAIN 
SOUTH SEAS ISLANDS, AND SINGS OUR PRAISES AS A TOURIST DESTINATION 

NORFOLK LANGUAGE 

A NEWLY-PUBLISHED GLOSSARY OF NORFOLK WORDS IS NOW AVAILABLE. 

IT RECOMMENDS THAT THE LANGUAGE SHOULD BE PUT INTO WRITTEN FORM. 



THE TRUST FUND MYSTERY 


WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THE NORFOLK ISLAND TRUST FUND? HISTORICAL 
RESEARCH INTO THE RECORDS REVEALS THAT IT IS STILL IN EXISTENCE. 


PLUS: 

LARGE SWINGS IN SOME EXPORTS SHOW UP IN LATEST ANNUAL REPORT... 
NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES PUNS TO BE FIRST WITH JET SERVICE... N. S.W. 
PUNS TO CUIM BALL’S PYRAMID... "NORFOLK LIVING" INTERVIEWS ELVA 
YAGER... OUR WINE COLUMN. "IN BOND"... HOLIDAY DOINGS IN "LETTER" 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 


Tjj bankcard 


welcome here 


NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES. 
RUBIES, JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL - - SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



ADMINISTRATOR’S VIEW, IN THE WAKE OF THE REFERENDUM — 


‘No demand’for re-election 


ADMINISTRATOR Peter Coleman’s 
assessment of public opinion on 
Norfolk is that "no public demand 
for an election" was apparent to 
him at mid-January. 

He had not made any special 
inquiry into the situation, and said 
his assessment was based on com¬ 
ments he had heard from members of 
the Legislative Assembly and 
other community leaders in the 
course of carrying out his routine 
duties. 

Public support for the present 
Assembly was placed in question 
by the result of the December 12th 
referendum, in which electors 
voted 58‘7c-42that they did not 
accept the voting system by which 
Assembly members were chosen 
at the election last July. 

Mr. Coleman told The News 
that he believed the Island would 
regard an early election as being 
premature. He said he did not 
propose to make any announcement 
that there would not be an early 
election; it would simply be a 
matter of the present Assembly 
carrying on. 

The News had put a series of 
questions to Mr. Coleman concern¬ 
ing the possibility of an early 
election. The topics covered 
included: 

MINISTER SILENT 

Who decides? The News asked 
whether the Administrator needed 
to have instructions from the Min¬ 
ister before calling any election. 

Mr. Coleman said "No, he doesn't. 

He just sets a date. He doesn’t have 
to have instructions." 

But he pointed out that if the 
Minister did give instructions about 
it, the Administrator would follow 
them. Mr. Coleman said he had 
received no instructions from Mr. 
Ellicott concerning the possibility 
of a new election. 

TALKS WITH LEADERS 

What do the electors want ? The 
News asked whether Mr. Coleman 
were making an assessment of 
public opinion on the issue, in 
order to keep the Commonwealth 
informed - and if ; ic>; how he was 
going about making such as assess¬ 
ment. 

He said "I get my understanding 
of Norfolk Island opinion as best 1 


can in the course of my routine 
duties, through talks and consult¬ 
ations with members of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, the leaders of 
community organisations - sporting 
organisations, service organisations, 
and so on ... short of holding 
public opinion polls, which leaves 
something to be desired, I don't 
know any better way of doing it - 
to go about normal duties, and 
listen, sensitively, to what one is 
told. 

"I would say, on the basis of 
that approach, that there is no 
public demand for an election. 

"There is the feeling that an 
election would give an impression 
of instability --would make Nor¬ 
folk Island look a bit ridiculous. 

"The Island expressed its pref¬ 
erence for one method of voting 
rather than another... not for 
what they would regard as a pre¬ 
mature election." 

A decision either way? The News 
asked, "Is the possibility of an early 
election regarded as a matter for 
decision one way or another? In 
other words, if there is not to be 
an early election, does the Admin¬ 
istrator expect dial the Island would 
be notified of such a decision, or 
is it likely that there would simply be 
an absence of any notification?" 

Mr. Coleman said "I would not 
propose to notify the non-having 
of an election. The Legislative 
Assembly would just carry on. 

"The Assembly has quite a job to 
do. There is important legis¬ 
lation coming on - social services, 
immigration... 

"I think people would like to see 
the Assembly get on with the job. ” 
What is "a full term "? With the 
advent of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly, the pattern of election dates 
changed on Norfolk. The old 
Norfolk Island Council was elected 
for a set term of two years. Elect¬ 
ions were held on the first Wednes¬ 
day in July, every second year. 

The Norfolk Island Act does not 
fix any particular election date 
for the Assembly. It simply says 
that the period between an Assem¬ 
bly’s first sitting and the next 
election shall not be longer than 
three years. 

This is comparable to the Aust¬ 
ralian conditions for a term of the 
Parliament. The News asked Mr. 
Coleman if he could explain what 
determines an election date in 


Australia, as a guide to what the 
new situation of Norfolk might 
be. In reply, Mr, Coleman prov¬ 
ided an extract from a lecture giv¬ 
en by Sir Paul Hasluck, formerly 
Australia's Governor-General. 

The lecture was given last year, 
long after Sir John Kerr's dissol¬ 
ution of Parliament at the end of 
the Whitlam era. 

AREA FOR ARGUMENT 

Sir Paul says that die dissolution 
of Parliament sooner than the end 
of its three-year term "is an area 
for argument among constitutional 
lawyers and political historians and 
is a matter where the conventions 
and not the text of the Constitut¬ 
ion are the chief guide. It is the 
function of the Prime Minister to 
advise that the House be dissolved. 
The most recent practices in Aust¬ 
ralia support the convention that 
he will make his proposal formally 
in writing supported by a written 
case in favour of the dissolution. 

It is open to the Governor-General 
to obtain advice on the constitutional 
question from other quarters - 
perhaps from die Chief Justice, 
the Attorney-General or eminent 
counsel - and then a solemn resp¬ 
onsibility rests on him to make a 
judgment on whether a dissolution 
is needed to serve the purposes of 
good government by giving to the 
electorate the duty of resolving a 
situation which Parliament cannot 
resolve for itself." 

Sir Paul’s remarks do not take 
into account the sort of situation 
that has developed on Norfolk in 
the past seven months. It is scarcely 
imaginable that an Australian 
Governor-General would require 
Australia's voters to switch to a 
radically different form of voting, 
despite the protests of Parliament. 
Something parallel happened on 
Norfolk last year when Minister 
R. J. Ellicott required Norfolk's 
voters to use proportional repres¬ 
entation, despite the protests of the 
Norfolk Island Council. 

If such a thing did happen in Aust¬ 
ralia, and the voters then rejected 
the new voting system in a refer¬ 
endum, the possibility of a new 
Parliamentary election would no 
doubt be discussed with some care, 
in order - to use Sir Paul Hasluck’s 
words - "to serve the purposes of 
good government." 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver's seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



Road A Track’ 

magazine SayS *Evkry so oftcn a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened a^ain. this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years: the 626 .9 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


FrapriMor: i. W. RTZPATWCK 




Norfolk Admin gets a world authority 


ONE OF THE leading experts in 
local government in the Comm¬ 
onwealth countries of the world 
has joined the Norfolk Island 
Government. 

He is Malcolm Bains, 58, who 
took up office asthe Island's 
Chief Administrative Officer on 
January 1st. 

Following early retirement after 
a career of altnost'30 years in 
British local government, he bec¬ 
ame a consultant. Since then he 
has headed major reviews of the 
structure of local government in 
England, New South Wales and 
Victoria. His reports on British 
and New South Wales local govern¬ 
ment have been enthusiastically 
adopted and largely, put into 
practice. His report on- local 
government in Victoria is just 
now being published, , and is exp¬ 
ected to be extensively debated 
in the near future. 

A lawyer graduated with first- 
class honours from Durham Uni¬ 
versity in England, he served with 
the R.A.F during World War IX. 

He then became legal adviser to 
a small local government body, 
handling contracts, litigation and 
a wide range of other legal duties. 

Through die years he advanced 
to becoming the Chief Executive 
of England's second-largest local 
government, the County of Kent, 
where he was also the County 
Solicitor and Clerk. The county 
has a population of 1,750,000 and 
an annual budget of about $400 
million. The county's public 
service numbered 49, 000 employees. 
His personal Chief Executive Staff 
was about 350. 

His first "consulting'' assignment 
was to become chairman of a 
British Government working group, 
which produced die "Bains Report" 
on the re-organisation of England's 
local governments. Most local 
authorities in England now operate 
on the basis of the reports's rec¬ 
ommendations. 

In 1974 he became a Visiting 
Fellow at the Australian National 
University, where he wrote a book 
on the great changes occurring in 
local government procedures in 
1973/74. He was asked by the 
Wran Government in N.S.W. to’ 
study and advise on the internal 
workings of local governments in 
that State, including the functions 
of staff and policy planning. The 


new "Bains Report" that resulted 
was applauded by the Local Auth¬ 
orities' Association in the State, 
which asked the Government to 
implement the recommendations. 

He then was asked by the Hamer 
Government in Victoria to become 
full-time chairman of a Board 
of Review examining the role, 
structure and administration of 



MALCOLM BAINS 


local government in Victoria. 

In this assignment he had a staff 
of seven people and an annual 
budget of $370,000. Compared to 
the size of his operation in Kent, 
he says "It was going Atom the 
sublime to the ridiculous - or if 
you think small is beautiful, going 
from the ridiculous to die sublime." 

He expects the Vistorian report 
to be controversial. His Board 
found that there are 54 local 
authorities for Melbourne , for 
example, with none speaking for 
Melbourne as a whole. The report 
proposes setting up a metropolitan 
Melbourne authority, modelled 
in some respects on the Toronto, 
Canada, government. 

He and his wife, Margaret, are 
living temporarily at Channer's 
Corner. They have three grown 
sons - a dentist and a solicitor 
in England, and a young lawyer 
who prefers working with his hands 
and is on a farm in France. 

Mr. Bains is in the habit of 
swimming every day to deep fit, 
and likes walking. He says he 
reads widely, from thrillers to 
classics, does a bit of photography 
and is a radio listener. He says he 
may take up golf, with Norfolk's 
course so close by. In England he 
enjoyed skiing holidays. 

The News asked him the question 
he probably will be. asked many 
times - "What is a man with your 


exceptional background doing in 
Norfolk Island?" 

He said "One gets to a stage in 
one's career,,, in the past five 
or seven years I'd done so many 
jobs. This seemed an interesting 
opening, in a new situation. We had 
been here on holiday, and liked 
Norfolk - and it’s important that 
you like the place where you work. 

"Perhaps some erf my experience 
will be relevant here." 

The News has obtained a copy of the 
"Bains Report" on New South Wales 
local government, issued in 1978. 
While Mf. Bains says he will have 
to learn a lot about Norfolk before 
wanting to reach conclusions about 
whether die Island's administration 
might be improved, his N.S.W. 
report reveals some of die phil¬ 
osophies and approaches which 
caused his recommendations to be 
adopted there. The accompanying 
article quotes extensively from it. 

What he 
advised NSW 

MALCOLM BAINS was appointed 
in September, 1977, to review the 
internal organisation and manage¬ 
ment process of the local author¬ 
ities in N. S. W. He was given six 
months to make the review and 
report recommendations. 

His terms of reference were - 

"To review the management 
systems of local government auth¬ 
orities in N.S.W, and to recomm¬ 
end such improvements as may be 
considered desirable to provide an 
effective and efficient structure 
of management at council mem¬ 
ber and staff levels, with special 
reference to - 

"(a) the role and responsibilities 
of the elected member, and the 
powers, duties and responsibilities 
of the Mayor or President; 

"(b) the role and responsibilities 
of senior staff; 

"(c) the use, functions and res¬ 
ponsibilities of committees of the 
council; 

"(d) the decision making processes 
of die council; 

"(e) the departmental system 
and corporate planning." 

There are 214 local government 
authorities in N. S. W. They range 
(continued on page 27) 
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LESS LOCAL TIMBER. ..AIR CARGO DROPPED 307c... MORE BIG OPERATIONS AT HOSPITAL... 
RUNWAY LENGTHENED... 60 MORE CARS AND MOTORBIKES... MORE ELECTRICITY USERS... 


Wealth of facts in latest Island report 


NORFOLK ISLAND'S annual report 
for the financial year ended June 
30th 1979, has gone on sale at the 
Admin at $1.85 a copy. 

It is easier to read than other rep¬ 
orts, thanks to much-improved 
typesetting done on new equipment 
at Gary Robertson's Photopress 
International on Norfolk. 

While it follows much the same 
content (and often the same word¬ 
ing) as previous reports, facts and 
figures have been updated and three 
new features have been added. 

They are a section on "Nature 
Conservation", well-printed photos 
of the last Norfolk Island Council 
and of the magistrates of die Court 
of Petty Sessions, and - much of 
the longest section of the whole 
text - an address by former Admin¬ 
istrator D. V. O’Leary to the Coun¬ 
cil in July 1978. 

The new report chronicles the 
passage of the Norfolk Island Act - 
"incorporating a number of amend¬ 
ments sought by the Norfolk Island 
Council and agreed to by the Govern¬ 
ment. ” 

A selection of changes mentioned 
in the report; 

•The amount of local timber 
cut dropped sharply. While 656 
cubic metres of timber were taken 
from Crown Lands in 1978/79. only 
435m were taken in the latest year - 
including 20 trees that had been blown 
down in July and August, 1978. 

Timber from freehold land dropped 
from 767m to 495m. Timber 
treated at the taaalith plant dropped 
from 321m to 281m. 

•The grass runway at the air¬ 
port was lengthened about 60 feet 
by back-filling at the Chapel end. 

The report shows it as being 1886m 
long, but a recent re-survey shows 
there has been some tree jpowth 
which reduces the effective length 
to 1826m. 

• There was a big increase in 
operations performed and drugs 
used at the hospital. With more 
specialist surgeons visiting the 
Island, major operations more than 
doubled in number from 66 to 
136. Minor operations rose from 
175 to 197. Value of drugs used 
jumped from $2,404 to $3,422. 

There was a sharp increase in the 
number of X-ray examinations, 
from 1, §72 to 2, 390. 

• There were 5? new electricity 
users, who now number 880. They 


used 3,764, 062 units of elect¬ 
ricity, which was 4$7 more than 
the previous year - but with high¬ 
er charges they paid almost 77 
more. 

• Traffic at the airport increased 
greatly, from 2, 617 aircraft land¬ 
ings and takeoffs to 3,100. 

• All overseas telephone chan¬ 
nels now provide "speech privacy" 
and die Admin now has a tele¬ 
type linking it with Canberra. 

• We have 42 more cars and 
trucks than a year ago, the total 
now being 1, 562. There are 18 
more motorbikes, up to 201. 

Well over half die Island's roads 
are sealed now, 6.7km more 
than a year earlier. 

• A correspondence course in 
German is now available at the 
school, with a tutor available to 
help. Orienteering has apparently * 
been dropped as a school sport, 

but golf has been added. The 
P&C raised $7, 500 for the benefit 
of the school during the year, down 
from $8, 653 the previous year. 

• The number of bags of mail 
in and out was smaller: 7,296 
bags in, compared with 8,287 


BIGGEST IMPORTS 
IN 1978/79 

value 

Drapery and piece 
goods $1, 076, 974 

Motor Vehicles 585.397 

Beer, wine & 

spirits 509,054 

Jewellery 490,773 

Footwear 481,103 

Fancy goods 425,727 

Building materials 410,147 

Groceries 374,0l2 

Musical accessories 239, 023 

Photographic goods 235,583 

Watches 226,687 

Cosmetics 205,236 


bags in 1978/79, and 2,226 bags 
out, compared with 2,464. Air 
cargo was very sharply off, being 
almost 307 less than the previous 
year, at 186, 990 kg compared 
with 261,125 kg. 

Tea continued to slip further 
behind coffee as Norfolk's main 
hot drink during 1978/79. 

For years tea was the Island's 
favourite, but in 1964/65 coffee 
took the lead. 

Last year the value of coffee 
imports increased by 7$ to 
$29,740 - partly because of 
soaring world prices. Tea slipped 
back by 2l7i to just $12,550. 


BIGGEST INCREASES 


increase 

Drapery, piece 


goods 

318,262 

Jewellery 

198,020 

Motor vehicles 

133,241 

Fancy goods 

130, 316 

Beer, wine & 


spirits 

122. 972 

Footwear 

110,500 

Hardware 

101, 651 

Cosmetics 

90,851 ■„ 

Sport goods 

59*466. 

Watches 

53. 524 

TEN HIGHEST 


% INCREASES 


•^increase 

Hardware 

19 77 

Sport goods 

1207c 

Machinery 

1207: 

Cosmetics , ; 

887: 

Fabric, textiles 

72 7c 

jewellery 

687 

Motor accessories 

457: 

Fancy goods 

447: 

Drapery, piece 


goods 

427c 

Watches 

317: 


THE TWO NORFOLK EXPORTS 

Value 1977/78 Value 1978/9 increase ' * 1 * 

Palm seeds- $113,804 $190,806 $113,804 

Avocados & seeds 238 1,600 1,362 

(Note: Norfolk's primary "export income" comes from toutism. Overseas visit¬ 
ors bring money to the Island, spending it for two kinds of outlay: services they 
receive here (accommodation, meals, tours, hire cars, etc.) and goods they 
buy here and take home (clothing, liquor, jewellery, shoes, souvenirs, radio 
and phono equipment, watches, etc.) 
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GENERAL j%j ELECTRIC 


TOAST-R-OVEN 

ONLY 
$71 -90 


WHILST 

STOCKS 

LAST 



LARGE RANGE AVAILABLE 


INCLUDING 
STEAM AND DRY 
IRONS FROM 
ONLY $2B'67 



FROM 



WE'RE ONE OF THE 16 MAIN ISLAND GROUPS 

New‘South Seas Guide’ likes N.I. 


NORFOLK is steadily gaining recog¬ 
nition as being one of the main island 
groups of the South Pacific; in its 
own right - rather than being just an 
oddly-positioned bit of Australia. 

According to Pacific Publications, 
the authoritative publishers of 
Pacific Islands Monthly, Norfolk 
is one of the 16 principal places 
among the islands. 

It is included in PacPub's new 
"South Seas Guide", a paper¬ 
back "handbook of instant inform¬ 
ation" for anyone interested in the 
South Pacific. The book will be 
on sale all over the Pacific, in 
Australia, in New Zealand and in 
theU.S. 

Each of the island groups is cov¬ 
ered in several pages of text, a 
map, and one or two photos. The 
places included are American 
Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiri¬ 
bati (formerly the Gilbert Islands) 
Guam, Nauru, New Caledonia, 

New Hebrides, Niue, Norfolk 
Island, Papua New Guinea, Solo¬ 
mon Islands, Tahiti, Tonga, 

Tuvalu and Western Samoa. 

Not included are the big-island 
nations, Australia and New Zealand; 
the northerly islands including the 
Trust Territory and Hawaii; and a 
sprinkling of seldom-visited places 
such as the Tokelaus and Wallis and 
Futuna. 

The Guide gives Norfolk an ex¬ 
cellent wrap-up as a tourist destin¬ 
ation. Its introductory description, 
headed "Norfolk Island Today", 
has this to say: 

"Norfolk Island's resident popu¬ 
lation is composed of 'islanders' 
descended from the mutineers of 
the 'Bounty* and settlers who have 
some in recent years mainly from 
Australia, New Zealand and the 
United Kingdom. The settlers are 
either retired people, or those who 
have developed businesses on the 
island. 

“This permanent population of about 
1800 is continuously being swollen by 
the ebb and flow of tourists, 20, 000 
of whom pass through in a year. 

They come mainly from Australia 
and New Zealand, to enjoy the 
great scenic beauties of the island, 
or to inspect its historic buildings, 
or to select from an Aladdin’s 
treasure trove of consumer goods 
offered at prices considerably cheap¬ 
er than they can get at home. 
“Whatever it is they have come 
for. they get good value, and the 
permanent population is sincere in 


its welcome. Visitors will enjoy 
the relaxation in Norfolk - on a 
South Seas island which looks un¬ 
like any other South Seas island 
because of a green rolling landscape 
studded with the famous Norfolk 
pines. 

■‘But beneath it all there is an 
intensity of political activity that 
will not usually be noticed by the 
visitor, and should he notice he 
would not be able to appreciate the 
reasons for it without an under¬ 
standing of the island's history. 
“Because of their basic Pitcairn 
background there is a strong indep¬ 
endent spirit beneath the surface. 


A NEW glossary of several hundred 
Norfolk language words, their mean¬ 
ings and origins has been published 
and is now available for $3.20 from 
Peter Woodward, at "Pete's Place" 
in Burnt Pine. 

The glossary was prepared by Shirley 
Harrison, who was born here and 
moved to Sydney at the age of ten. 

She researched and prepared it as 
part of her thesis for a masters degree 
at Macquarie University, titled 
"The Language of Norfolk Island". 

The late Val Nobbs encouraged her 
to have it published for wider use. 
Peter Woodward carried the idea on, 
and the 77-page volume has now 
been printed locally. The selling 
price has been set to recover actual 
costs and leave a bit over fo help 
pay for further study into "Norfolk". 

Only one previous work - "The 
Pitcaimese Language", byA.S.C. 

Ross with contributions from E. Schub¬ 
ert, the famous Pacific historian 
H.E. Maude, his son Alaric Maude, 

E. H. Flint and A. C. Gimson - has 
gone into the Norfolk language as 
seriously as Shirley Harrison's thesis. 

It was published in 1964. Copies 
are scarce, but are available from 
time to time at the Trading Post. 

Both Ross's book and the new gloss¬ 
ary have the disadvantage, for non¬ 
technical readers, that they use 
"phonetic script" extensively. It is 
a technical alphabet in which the 
characters indicate particular sounds, 
and looks like gibberish to anyone 
upfamiliar with it. 

It is used because Norfolk is not a 
written language, only a spoken one. 
Interest has been expressed at var- 


**The islanders believe their for¬ 
bears were granted exclusive poss¬ 
ession of the island, to administer 
it in their own manner, as Pitcairn 
is administered. But many of the 
more recent settlers would like to 
see the island completely integrated 
with Australia, and thus there is a 
continuing controversy on the island 
as to what should be the future of 
Norfolk." 

The Guide says "the climate is 
mild and sub-tropical... there is 
a wide variety of accommodation 
... the island is very beautiful... 
there are splendid walks and drives 
.. .there is good fishing and swim¬ 
ming. .. ” 

Copies of the new South Seas 
Guide will go on sale on Norfolk 
shortly. 


ious times, over the years, in finding 
a trained linguistic expert to develop 
an acceptable written form of the 
language. If this were done, it would 
become possible to teach "Norfolk" 
systematically, and to write and 
print stories, articles, poems and 
books using it. 

"The creation of an acceptable 
orthography for Norfolk is desirable, " 
Shirley Harrison writes in her intro¬ 
duction, "so that phonetic symbols 
need not be used in the recording of 
examples." 

"Norfolk" grew out of the Pitcairn 
language, which evolved as the 
Bounty mutineers and their Tahitian 
companions lived on Pitcairn starting 
in 1790. It has elements of ancient 
Tahitian, 18th-century English, and 
new words and word meanings that 
came into use over the years. 

Its use was sharply discouraged at 
the time Australia took over authority 
for administering the Island in 1914. 
The head of Australia's foreign 
affairs department described it as 
"an attempt to garrotte the English 
language." 

In Ross's book, E.H. Flint writes 
of a "well-intentioned but mistaken 
attempt" by educational authorities 
between 1912 and 1929 to "solve 
problems arising from the Islanders' 
bilingualism by persuading them to 
give up the speaking of Norfolkese". 
He says this made them very shy 
about speaking the language in the 
presence of a stranger. But the 
book says that "the language, far 
from dying out, tends to reproduce 
itself." 

In a footnote, Ross apologises for 


YOU EL TALK NORFOLK? 
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the name "Norfolkese". He says 
"It is essential to have some method 
of distinguishing the name of the 
Island from that of the language... 
as possible names of the language, 
'Norfolkian', 'Norfolkcic* are 
unbearably old-fashioned; there 
really only remains ’Norfolkese' 
which Mr. Flint tells me, the Is¬ 
landers will not much like. " 

Shirley Harrison would probably 
agree. She says "an affirmative 
answer to the question, 'Yu el tok 
Norfolk?*is undoubtedly the pass¬ 
word into the true Norfolk Island 
community." 

Her glossary includes many words, 
meanings and examples.that were 
not included in Ross's book. Here 
are a few examples - with apologies 
for the New's clumsy rendition of 
phonetic spelling into normal form. 

- "Kuni, n., imagination. 

Rarely used, only in expression. 

'In you's kuni you el do et' - in 
your imagination you can do it - 
said to someone attempting some¬ 
thing impossible. “ 

- " Mahon , adj. v., to behave 
or behaving like a hypchondriac, 
e. g. 'Es he too mahon' - he is 
always imagining himself sick." 

- "Myo v. adj., (to be) frequent¬ 
ly crying - 'A lettle sullen how myo' 
- that child is always crying. “ 

- " Logan , n., as in 'Logan been 
kick et' - Logan has kicked her/ 
him. 

(Phrase used to describe an ugly 
person). Originated locally when 
a horse (somebody named it Logan 
after the incident) kicked a man 
in the face and disfigured him. 

After this, any strange looking per¬ 
son was supposed to have been 
kicked by a horse called Logan. " 

- and hundreds more. Well worth 
$3.20 to anyone who eares about 
the Norfolk language, and unquest- 
ionably a valuable step toward 
further work on it in the future. 


N.LA. plans jot 

JET SERVICE between Norfolk and 
Australia may begin as soon as next 
June - with Norfolk Island Airlines 
taking the honours. 

The airline's board of directors 
has agreed in principle to add a 
Cessna Citation II to its fleet, sub¬ 
ject to necessary approvals from the 
Department of Transport and the 
completion of necessary financing 
arrangements. 

The Citation II can cany ten pas¬ 
sengers from here to Brisbane in a 
little over two hours. It would be 
able to make two round nips a day. 

N.I.A. chairman John Brown says 
the Citation would be the airline's 
"first step into bigger aircraft" of 
over 12, 500 pounds weight. 

He adds that N.I.A. received 
formal approval in December from 
the Department of Transport to do 
its own pilot training and checking 
from now on. This approval, under 
Australian regulation AbR 214, 
progresses the airline further to¬ 
ward its eventual goal of becoming 
licensed on the same level as East- 
West and other comparable air¬ 
lines. 

But N.l.A's Super King Airs may 
continue to be used in the frequent 
charter service between Norfolk 
and Melbourne. Mr. Brown says . 
that passengers seem to enjoy 
the stop the KingAirs make for 
fuel at Lord Howe Island, where 
they break for lunch and a quick 
look at the Island. During Dec¬ 
ember the airline carried 68 
people between Melbourne and 
Norfolk, under package tours set 
up by Wandana Travel in Melb¬ 
ourne. 

He said that despite worrying 
rumours about large increases in 
fuel prices this year, N.I.A. 
hopes to get through 1980 without 


NEIL HALLEY MclNTYRE. a long¬ 
time resident of Norfolk and an 
almost legendary figure in the 
Island's history over the past 20 
years, died in hospital in Sydney 
on January 16th following a stroke 
suffered on Norfolk earlier in the 
month. A memorial service was 
planned at St. Stephen's Church, 
Sydney, on January 18th, with his 
ashes being brought to the Island. 


having to raise its fares. "If fares 
to Norfolk break the $400 barrier 
they must begin meeting resistance, " 
he said. 

Mr. Brown confirmed that he is 
looking for someone to take over his 
law practice on Norfolk so that 
he can devote more time to the 
airline, which he says has "almost 
phenomenal potential". He rec¬ 
ently toured Pacific islands look¬ 
ing at other regional airline oper¬ 
ations. 

He said Norfolk Island Airlines 
is "looking to" 40% of the Aust- 
ralian-Norfolk market by the end 
of this year. At some point, he 
added, “I believe we will fly to 
Noumea, New Zealand and Fiji." 


Owner appeals 

NORFOLK'S Court of Petty Ses¬ 
sions found on December 18 th 
that alterations had been made 
without necessary approval at the 
Taylor's Rd. building formerly 
used as the Vogue Boutique, and . 
that the building's owner had not 
complied with an order to stop 
the work being done. The Court 
fined owner Rex Barrett $75 on 
each of the two counts. He has 
appealed the decisions, and the 
Norfolk Island Supreme Court is 
expected to re-hear the charges 
at in next sitting, perhaps in May. 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 


N* i 


SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

"V?BIG HITS "ELVIS --THE MOVIE” .... "SWEENEY II" ... . 

"THE INTERIOR" (Woody Allen). .." THE LADY VANISHES" 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stociT” 


1 0 
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‘PETE’S PLACE* 

for 

DISCOUNT PRICES 

on famous 


Sunbeam 


gift ideas 
TAX FREE 



Sunbeam Roto-Grill** Rotisserie Oven RE2 

Delicious Barbeque chicken, meat, fish cooked to perfection. 
Also tasty kebabs and shlaslicks. Also toasts, roasts, grills 
and bakes. Features 90 minute timer and a 12 hour 
automatic programmer. 

Sunbeam Roto-Grill** Rotisserie Oven RE1 

Rotisserie cooking of chicken, meat, fish, kebabs. 

Also toasts, roasts and grills. With 90 minute automatic timer. 


Sunbeam Freeway** Food Processor LC3 

The end to stop/start food processing. It slices, shreds and 
chips with continuous flow operation. No need to empty 
container for change of ingredient or change of function. 
Compact, light and performs all in-the-container function: 
like mixing, mincing, whipping and creaming. With on/off 
switch and pulse button. Course and fine slicing and 
shredding discs, stainless steel chopping blade. Comes witf 
its own attachment storage kit. 






SUNBEAM BURST-OF-POWER BEATERMIX MIXER ON 
STAND JM8. 

3 mixing speeds with an extra burst of power at the touch ol 
button. Compact mixer in white with stand and two glass mi 
bowls. 


SUNBEAM MIXMASTER MIXER MX701. 

Check the features. 12 mixing speeds, famous 3 
action, convenient worklight, choice of two glas 
bowls. Black or woodtone base. Includes a citri 


SUNBEAM 

2-SPEED 

POWER BLENDER 


SUNBEAM 8-SPEED POWER 
BLENDER PB698. With the added control of a 
'Power Pulse' switch and Vortex action for 
thorough blending. Blend and store jar included, 
decorator yellow and brown. 


With the added control of a 
'Power Pulse' switch and 
Vortex action for thorough 
blending. Blend and store jar 
included. In two-tone green. 


SUNBEAM COMBINATION" GRILL GR9 

The all new, all at once, twice as fast, space saving, 

fat free, easy clean. Sunbeam Combination Grill. 

With two reversible non-stick hot plates, each ribbed on one side and flat on the other. SUNBEAM TOASTA-MAGIC TOASTER TA11. 
Removable for easy cleaning. Deep drainage channels and separate drip tray for fat- Automatic toaster at an economical price comp 
free grilling. Slide heat control and temperature indicator light. Four cooking positions; toast colour settings, in Sunset Red, Harvest Goi 
Opened out flat for big family grills, both sides at once for super-quick cooking, 
one sided vertical to save on bench space, 

- < Y a. or suspended top-plate cooking- ■ 

^ A great open sandwiches. 


Sunbeam Powerhouse 
Can Opener CA12 

Powerful motor to open 
most size cans, quickly and 
without fuss. Also sharpens 
knives and scissors. 

With cord storage. 


SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR8. 

For scrumptious, flavour-sealed sandwiches or jaffles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has a 
3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
legs and a thermostat control with light. 




NSW to claim 
Ball’s Pyramid 

BALL’S PYRAMID, a fascinating 
sight for travellers between Nor¬ 
folk and Sydney, may be claimed 
this January by the State of New 
South Wales. 

The spectacular rock spire, about 
ten miles SE of Lord Howe Island, 
doesn't belong to anyone now. Mr 
Dick Smith, who operates a well- 
known radio equipment company 
in Australia, plans to make his 
second attempt to climb the pyr¬ 
amid. N.S. W. Premier Neville 
Wran has given him a State flag to 
plant at the peak, and asked him 
to claim it. 

The Lord Howe Island "Signal” 
says it is likely to be the first act 
of territorial annexation by New 
South Wales since the Common¬ 
wealth came into being. 

The Pyramid was first climbed 
in 1965. Mr. Smith was one of 
an unsuccessful party that tried 
to climb it in 1964. 

He plans to fly from Port Mac¬ 
quarie to Lord Howe in his comp¬ 
any's Jet Ranger helicopter. While 
it is on Lord Howe he has offered 


to use it to help Australia's Nat¬ 
ional Parks and Wildlife Service 
bring a number of pairs of wood- 
hens down from Mr. Gower. The 
Service plans to use them in a 
captive propagation project it 
will carry out on Lord Howe. 

The acquisition os Ball's Pyram- 
ed by N.S.W. would mean that 
Australian soil was a couple of 
miles closer to Norfolk than die 
case now. The Pyramid is Nor¬ 
folk's third-nearest neighbouring 
piece of land, after the Isle of 
Pines (New Caledonia) and Three 
Kings Islands (New Zealand). 

N.S.W.’s acquisition of the 
Pyramid might seem to be just 
a bit of scenic and romantic non¬ 
sense. Alan and Valrie Finch, 
authors of "Lord Howe Island", 
wrote that "Every visitor unleashes 
his adjectives when he sees Ball’s 
Pyramid. Frightening, majestic, 
grand, or grandiose. Ball's Pyr- 
is not much use, though a few 
million sea birds might disagree. 

"The thing is beautiful but a 
hazard for shipping. Leiutenant 
Ball named it, and for the earth- 
bound human who does not go 
wobbly with excitement when he 
sees a challenging hill, Leiut¬ 
enant Ball would have been quite 


welcome to knock it down and 
take it home with him." 

But sea birds, scenery and rom¬ 
antic sites are important. So are 
fish. And so, perhaps, are under¬ 
water minerals. Adding Ball's 
Pyramid to N.S.W. will enlarge 
the Australian 200-raile zone 
around Lord Howe by about 3,000 
square miles. 

Utter 

te, EDITOR 

Sir, 

The members of the Legislative 
Assembly were elected by a sys¬ 
tem of voting that the people 
have rejected by referendum. 

If the elected Assembly Mem¬ 
bers have a true regard for demo¬ 
cracy and the voice of the people, 
they should all resign and pave 
the way for new elections. 

But surely before an election can 
take place should not the people 
also decide by referendum whe¬ 
ther they want the old Councj.1 or 
the new expensive Legislative 
Assembly? 

Is a fully paid Legislative Assem¬ 
bly necessary for such a small pop¬ 
ulation? And can Norfolk Island 
afford it? Already the Assembly 
is planning taxes for this year to 
pay for amongst other things, its 
own salaries. 

There are alternative types of 
self-government. In Switzerland 
for example, in certain areas there 
are no councils or assemblies to 
represent the people. All the voters 
(up to 10, 000) assemble in the 
town square to debate, decide and 
vote by a show of hands, all issues 
affecting their community. 

This method is cheap to run, free 
of bureaucracy, and is seen in 
action by the young who are other¬ 
wise becoming increasingly apath¬ 
etic and disillusioned with polotics. 

In conclusion, to pave the way for 
complete democracy and self-gov¬ 
ernment on Norfolk Island the foll¬ 
owing should be enacted: 

a. the members of the Legislative 
Assembly should resign. 

b. a referendum should be held 
by the people to decide upon the 
type of self-government they want, 
be it the old Council, the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly, or any other form. 

c. elections can then be held. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael White. 



Pountp Hobge Cabern 

NORFOLK'S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 
Full a la carte menu Tues., Wed.,Thur.,Sat. 
Mutineers Dinner on Friday 

)KINGS: 2019 
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EDITORIAL 


SHOULD THERE BE A RE-ELECTION of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly? There are two schools of thought. 

One says that the present Assembly does not correctly 
represent the Island because it was elected by an objection¬ 
able voting system'which ignored much of what the electors 
said on their ballots. Most electors voted against the pro¬ 
portional representation system at the referendum in Decem¬ 
ber. Members of this school of thought say that the Assem¬ 
bly should be elected again, using the traditional vot ing 
system so that it will properly reflect what the voters want. 

The other school of thought says that the referendum 
was only a poll on the technicality of one voting system as 
compared with another. It is good enough, members of this 
school believe, to wait until 1982 before letting the voters 
elect an Assembly by their traditional voting method. 

The Administrator, in his routine conversations with 
Assembly members and other community leaders, has not 
yet sensed any public demand for an election. Inquiries by 
The News indicate that there is a significant demand. How 
extensive it is we do not know, but it has been voiced often 
to us by men and women who are thoughtful, respected mem¬ 
bers of the community. We trust the Administrator will con¬ 
tinue to inquire. Thefe is a demand, and good government 
will recognise that it exists. 

Sir Paul Hasluck, well-remembered and liked on Nor¬ 
folk, has pointed out that in Australia it is proper to dissolve 
a Parliament when some exceptional and unforseen circum¬ 
stance has arisen which cannot be resolved by the Parliament 
itself. Norfolk finds itself in just such a situation. It is 
exceptional and unforseen that the electors of the Island have 
formally rejected the very basis on which the members of 
their first parliament were chosen, and Norfolk's parliament 
cannot resolve the situation itself. The Assembly holds no 
authority to determine, by its own vote, whether it properly 
represents the electors. That is a question only the elect¬ 
ors can answer. 

The situation is therefore one in which (to use Sir Paul 
Hasluck's words) "... a'dissolution is needed to serve the pur¬ 
poses of good government by giving to the electorate the 
duty of resolving a situation which Parliament cannot resolve 
for itself." 

SHOULD THERE BE A RE-ELECTION? The ques¬ 
tion can be translated into another question which almost 
any elector can probably answer with a good deal of confi¬ 
dence. That question is -- in an Assembly re-election, 
would all of the present nine Assembly members be returned 
to office? 

If it were obvious that all nine would be re-elected. 


a re-election would be pointless. But if any change in the 
Assembly's membership would be expected, it would be a 
sign that the existing Assembly does not reflect what the el¬ 
ectors want. If that were the case, there should be a re- 
election. An unrepresentative body should not hold power 
over the people. 

Even a change of one member of the Assembly could 
alter the way Norfolk is governed. 

Last September the Assembly voted that it would not 
be in the Island's interest to preserve the distinctiveness of 
Norfolk Island from Australia. This wai a complete turn¬ 
about from the policy of previous Norfolk Island Councils. 
The Councillors respected Australia but believed that the 
Island’s distinctive identity should be protected. Their poli¬ 
cy was reversed by the Assembly, by the vote of five mem¬ 
bers out of nine. 

Far more practical problems lie ahead, and they may 
be decided by single-vote majorities. 

Does Norfolk's 1800 population justify a representative 
body costing $100, 000 a year? Does it justify having a dis¬ 
tinguished Administrator, a world-expert head of the public 
service, and two highly-paid political executives as well? 

Should local government be democratic and open, or 
should it be paternal and closed? Should the elected head 
of the Assembly sit at the table with his fellow-members 
and take an active part in genuine discussions, or should he 
take an elevated, judicial position? Should debate on ser¬ 
ious issues be largely con fined to secret sessions, with the 
public meetings being little more than parliamentary for¬ 
malities? 

Should local government spending continue to expand, 
consuming the Island's savings untL heavy taxes become in¬ 
evitable? 

If new taxes do become inevitable, who should be 
required to pay how much? 

Such questions will be decided by the Assembly. Its 
decisions will affect you, your family, your community, 
your pocketbook and your future. They may be decided by 
a majority of one. If. the Assembly is not composed as the 
people want it to be, the people may have good reason to 
resent decisions that affect them directly. 

The air can be cleared quite simply by asking the 
people to confirmwbichAssembly members they want to be 
in office. A re-election would not take long, would cost 
little, and would assure that Norfolk's local government is 
genuinely representative. 

The alternative -- turning a blind eye to the question 
and hoping it will go away — would seriously affect public 
confidence in the fairness of the existing government struct¬ 
ure. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS is printed and published monthly at the News Office in Collins Head Rd.. 
The publisher is Ed Howard, P, O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, South Pacific. All contents ecopyright. 
Airmail subscriptions! Australia $10; N. Z; $A16; Pacific islands $A18; shortened if postage increases. 
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‘HETTAE 


- NORFOLK’S OWN 


HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’S 





m4^ 




Come taste nice free samples 



Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish _ ^ 

Banana Mudda AMl Hfti >£& 

Porpay Meringue tarts M/KHML 

Candied Kumera ffi 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 

Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to PflV/ 

the Mainland without trying the -4f BRs / K\Vv , 7 - 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked ■C aajfc ," i 

and eaten by Island people for ' 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Efva’s »' 

Valley View Restaurant 

New Cascade Road ? S 

Telephone 2185 for reservations ^ 

(open six nights a week) 

















SPRING COLLECTION 


\ 




1 CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

^ THIS IS THE WORLD’S FIRST WRISTWATCH 
TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
FUNCTION, PLUS ALARM AND 1/100TH 
SECOND STOPWATCH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA ALARM 

BOTH TIME MODES. AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM, ON-THE-HOUR CHIME, AND 
1/100TH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 
CHRONOGRAPH 

TWO 24-HOUR ALARMS, A 1/100TH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER — AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY. DAY, DATE & MONTH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM II 

EXCLUSIVE "TIME-TELLING ALARM' 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF THf 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREAT WATCHES. 



©CITIZEN 


a full range at 

-PRENTICE'S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 









PAJON PLACE 
! may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rug?, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret r and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Mwirospun 
PHIUPPINE'SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 
Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the-OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.; 9am -9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am -12. 00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am -2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5£ a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
fra passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri.; 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P,0. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE~: 
generally 9am-12. 30. and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm. Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
t’ine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at die western edge of 
Burnt Pine.is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-1.30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeific 

hotel/motet limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood and meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ousie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit you'll want to return. 






BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, bur The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what thev told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - it's hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice’s: "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under J mainland price " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souveni': 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Kmtly Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post; "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing." 


A B C A B C • A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C f A B C t A B C + A B C A B C - A B C - A B C 

A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE s 



Copies ol "The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 


ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND.' 
THERE WAS T& BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50e. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 







i’C’ 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

«t the 


TRADING 

POST 




-CAMERALINES- 

The World’s First Modular 
MICROCASSETTE' Recorder 


• FM Tuner DftA 2 

• AM Tuner ORA 1 

• Voice Actuator DVA1 

• Uni-Directional 
Microphone DM1 



PearlcordefSuB 


A major advance in applied micro-computer technology, the Pea rlcord er SD3 introduces an 
integral, multi-function quartz digital display to extend MICROCASSETTE recorder versatility into 
entirely new areas. Not only a highly accurate tape counter, dock, timer and stopwatch, the LCD 
(Liquid Crystal Display) also provides memory and preset functions that give you direct, electronic 
control over the tape itself. 

Other top SD3. features indude 2-speed operation, PAUSE capability during all operational 
modes, PLAY capstan brake to keep tape taut, a redesigned EJECT button, relocated Power Jack - 
and a larger cassette window for still greater convenience. Unbelievably, the SD3 weighs 20 grams 
less than even the SD and SD2. 

you can ) ( its from 
dependonit. Camerulines 





AGFA-GEVAERT 


n ° Norfolk Island 


SUN MON 

TUE 

WED 

2*| January 

■ Housie (LC) 

■Film (Nik) 

■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

22 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

• Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’danfs Din (G) 

23 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 

TU 28 

■Church services ahousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

29 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 

30 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 

% 4 

■Church services ■ Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8.00) aSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

5 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■A: n (MRT8. C J) 
C’dants Din (G) 

6 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 

fl® ' 11 

■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) •Film (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

12 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

13 

•Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES IN THE January 23rd, 1790 : The "Bounty", at anchor off Pitcairn Island 

HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE after the mutiny, was set afire and burned, leaving the mutineers 

and their Tahitian companions isolated from the world. 

January 26th, 1808; Blip's second mutiny. The officers of 
blew South Wales rebelled against him as Governor. 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

24 

■housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


31 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

25 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■| February 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


8 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 


15 


■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


February 1st, 1874 : A hurricane e 
Church. 


February 6th, 1808: Captain Folger discovered the settlement 
at Pitcaimj and realised they were the descendants of the 
Bounty mutineers. Of the Bounty crew, only John Adams was 
still alive. 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS P AfcACDAI IKICO 

ON NORFOLK ARE Lr AMER ALIN ES 


SAT 

26 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


■Open night (Nik) 


16 


■SDA service 
•■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


: Norfolk destroyed All Saints 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time the wind 
blows from that direction 
(his month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . , 

N 



CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PK -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 









The Minolta XG-9 raises the world 
of 35mm SLR photography to a 
new peak of excellence. By 
combining elegance with 
simplicity and perfect results with 
ease of operation, the XG-9 is the 
perfect choice for any 
photographer whether beginner, 
intermediate, or advanced. 
Provided with both Automatic 
Exposure Control and Manual 
Exposure Control, users have a 
wide latitude In creative approach 
and dramatic results. The XG-9’s 
total-information, bright 


you can 
depend on it 


viewfinder helps to visualize—and 
to capture—these creative 
photos, with ease. 

In addition to the accessories that 
have been specifically designed 
to mate with the XG-9, there is a 
full system of other optional 
accessories and over 40 
Interchangeable lenses available. 

All-in-all, the XG-9 is an 
exceptional camera: you’ll feel at 
home with it from the moment 
you pick it up. The XG-9: It Just 
naturally makes you a better 
photographer. 

it's from 
Camemtiqes. 


SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But die 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
’’work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders” quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
impart and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126,000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making “a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public Income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, die hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of die 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners ? 
found use for die other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not ?an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". jf 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as, a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun- 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of. the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free," 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island’s form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, dr local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. * 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, bur the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fi$it to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli- 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of die Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk’s control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed .ustralian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island’s gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk’s 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
die Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which , 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 




fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


A TACTICAL HANDBOOK OF INSTANT INFORMATION 
FROM THE EDITORS OF PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and covers these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 
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YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
’fine CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
:E)drENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


Eddie Lloyd, Manager 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



TRACING W1$T 


Open Every Day 7.30 am-7pm -Friday till 9 pm Z'i 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs...teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-senre' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




From the 'Bains Report'on local government in N.S.W. 

(CONTINUED from page 5) 


widely in size and population. 

Outside the metropolitan areas, 
two-thirds of them have areas of, 

100, 000 acres or more, and one- 
fourth have areas of a million 
acres or more. 

There are 86 "small" local gov¬ 
ernments, with populations averaging 
3,280 people and local public service 
staff averaging 47 employees. 

Most of these smaller local govern¬ 
ments have responsibility for a wide 
range of services including water 
supply, sewerage and drainage, 
waste disposal, markets, caravan 
sites, gas, abattoirs, roads and 
noxious weeds. 

From questionnaires answered by 
the local authorities, visits to 
them, and evidence received, Mr. 
Bains reported that "it was clear 
that in a number of matters improve¬ 
ments could be made in some auth¬ 
orities. These... include the 
following: 

"(1) Lack of clear understanding 
of the respective roles of the elected 
members and the staff (or, where 
roles were understood, an inability 
to accept them.) 

"(2) Very little forward planning. 
"(3) Lack of delegation to comm¬ 
ittees and varying degrees of dele¬ 
gation to council staff; members 
were generally very much involved 
in detail rather than policy. 

"(4) A need for greater education 
in management principles and 
practice. 

"(5) Insufficient attention to the 
. review of performance. 

"(6) A failure to develop posit¬ 
ively the personnel function. 

“(7) The lack of research facil¬ 
ities for individual councils and 
local government as a whole. 

"The authoritieswith small pop¬ 
ulation and employing only a few 
staff do not need elaborate man¬ 
agement systems... ” 

In a section headed "Analysis of 
deficiencies in Local Authority 
Organisation", the Rains Report says 
"In Australia studies.of government 
and administration. have not pene¬ 
trated far into the internal organis¬ 
ation of local government 'which 
is often dismissed without evidence 
as a jungle of incompetence and 
roguery or as too powerless to 
merit attention.* 1 would like to 
make it clear from the outset that 
this generally unsupported view 
about incompetence is not one to 
which I subscribe." 


The report makes some compar¬ 
isons between local authorities and 
business management practices. 
While there are large differences 
between the two, the report says 
the following matters are funda¬ 
mental to both: 

"First, any enterprise must know 
what kind of business it is in and 
be sensitive to the environment 
in which it operates; that is to say, 
it must be clear as to its object¬ 
ives and plans; 

Secondly, it must have the right 
organisation and structure to make 
and achieve those plans; 

Thirdly, it must have adequate 
delegation within the structure to 
prevent the governing body, board 
of directors or other central agency 
being overwhelmed; 

Fourthly, there must be adequate 
control and monitoring procedures 
to review performance and to see 
that the organisation is fulfilling 
its objectives effectively; 

Fifthly, the organisation must 
recognise that it is really only as 
good as the people working in it, 
and attempt to secure that it has 
the right staffing policies and is 


conscious of what are often called 
'the behavioural aspects of man¬ 
agement. " 

The Bains Report recommends 
that each N.S.W. local govern¬ 
ment should de-centralise auth¬ 
ority within the permanent staff, 
rather than having the principal 
officer be responsible for every 
piece of paper. 

It says "There is much evidence 
from research into management 
that the best results are obtained 
where the management style is 
'participative." To require that 
every piece of paper leaving an 
organisation bears the name of one 
person can hardly be said to sub¬ 
scribe to modern management 
philosophy. 

"Furthermore, even within the 
Clerk's department I consider that 
the authority should be given by the 
Cleark to senior staff defined by 
him to sign correspondence in 
their own names 'for' the Clerk. 

In England this subject even mer¬ 
ited a debate in the House of Lords. 
It was felt by members of that 
body that the public were entitled 
to know by whom a letter had been 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/'ALWAYS IN STOCK, A FINE RANGE OF SUCKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" UBELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER — TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINUND PRICES. 


HENSWEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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signed. They might even wish to 
press for personal consideration of 
the matter by the Clerk when it had 
been signed by someone else. 

The English practice is for appropriate 
delegated authority to be given to 
subordinate officers to sign their own 
name on behalf of the Clerk. 
Obviously the Clerk must continue 
to reserve for himself the right to 
sign important correspondence and 
replies to complaints. The practice 
in the public service also is for 
public servants to sign in their own 
names. Local authorites and their 
Clerks should have discretion in 
these matters and clause 20 of 
Ordinance 1 should be amended to 
give this discretion. 

Who should do 
the governing? 

Elected members have a basic role 
in government but should not try 
to lo all the governing themselves, 
the report recommends. 

"It is not possible to be specific 
as to what activities people in 
seeking election to local auth¬ 
orities. it is probable that their 
aims and interests span at least 
one and possibly several of the 
following categories which were 
identified in the report of the 
Bains Committee:- 

i) those interested in the wel¬ 
fare type of activity 

2} those who see it as their role 
to 'manage' the local authority 

3) those who wish to serve the 
community, in the general sense 

4) those whose main objective 
is to limit spending by the author - 

ity* 

“Other categories can no doubt 
be identified. So far as possible, 
members should be allowed to 
participate and to develop and gain 
satisfaction from whichever role 
they are most suited to play. 

"I have received considerable 
evidence, both when visiting the 
local authorities and in the wri¬ 
tten evidence which has been 
submitted, about the respective 
roles of the elected members and' 
the staff. Many of the views 
expressed about these roles co¬ 
incide in general terms with the 
views contained in the three 
reports and are adequately summed 
up in the following extract from the 
Maud Report;- 
*a) ultimate direction and 
control of the affairs of the auth¬ 
ority to lie with the members; 

•• b) the members to take the key 
decisions on the objectives of 


the authority and on the plans to 
attain them; 

• c) the members to review, 
periodically, progress and the 
performance of the services; 

" d) the Heads of Departments 
to provide the necessary staff 
work and advice so that members 
may set the objectives and take 
decisions on the means of attain¬ 
ing them; 

h e) the Heads of Departments to 
be responsible for the day-to-day 
administration of services, dec¬ 
isions on case work, and routine 
inspection and control; 

* f) the Heads of Departments to 
be responsible for identifying and 
isolating the particular problem 
or case which in their view, and 
from their understanding of the 
minds of the members, has such 
implications that the members 
must consider and decide on it. 

"A cautionary note should be add¬ 
ed that it is doubtful whether it is 
possible to divide the total manage¬ 
ment process neatly into two sep¬ 
arate halves, one for members and 
the other for staff. The Bains 
Committee felt that the manage¬ 
ment process should be seen more 
as a spectrum, with the setting of 
objectives and allocation of maj¬ 
or resources at one end, moving 
through the designing of plans, to 
the execution of these plans at the 
other end. As activities change 
through that scale, the balance 
between the two elements should 
shift from member control w th 
staff advice at the 'objectives' 
end to staff control with member 
advice at the 'execution'end. This 
seemed to be a more apt description 
of the changing relationship bet¬ 
ween the staff and members at the 
different stages of the manage¬ 
ment process. It should be recog¬ 
nised that the elected member may 
be involved at any stage, but also 
it should be made clear that at the 
'execution* end of the scale it is 
the responsibility of the staff to see 
that decisions taken by the mem¬ 
bers are implemented and that 
services are effectively and eff¬ 
iciently managed. Unfortunately, 
although there is a general consensus 
as to the respective roles of the 
members and staff this is not in 
practice translated into action 
and members are often embroiled 
in administrative detail and not 
in policy formulation. 

"It is clear that one of the most 
important tasks any member can per¬ 
form is to represent the interests 
of his constituents. He will some¬ 
times be asked to deal with com¬ 


plaints about the quality of serv¬ 
ices and will obviously wish to 
pursue his constituent's interests 
with the appropriate department of 
the authority. In this connection 
there appears to be a tendency 
that everything should be routed 
through the Clerk and it would 
seem to me that there is no reason 
why in routine matters the mem¬ 
ber should not deal with the Head 
of the Department concerned 
directly. The member should be 
provided with adequate information 
on matters affecting his electoral 
area and be able to explain the 
council's actions and policies to 
his constituents. In important mat¬ 
ters the member should consult the 
Clerk and die Head of the Depart¬ 
ment should always bring the Clerk 
into the matter if he considers it 
is of sufficient importance. 

"But the member's role is much 
more important than being merely 
a vehicle for complaints; the 
member should be in tune with die 
needs and aspirations of the people 
in his area so that he can bring an 
informed view to the most import¬ 
ant deliberations concerning the 
formulation of forward plans for 
the authority as a whole. “ 

The role off the 
Mayor/ President 

The Report makes clear recomm¬ 
endations about aie most effective 
role for the head of the elected 
local council. It says: 

"Translating the council's decis¬ 
ions into action is a matter for 
people who have been trained in 
the art of management and is not a 
matter for someone who has prob¬ 
ably not been elected primarily for 
his skills as an administrator. In 
fact, as some Clerks have indicated 
occasionally a person stands for a 
local authority for the first time, is 
elected, and is then elected Mayor 
or President by his colleagues. Such 
a person, in theory, can take over 
the whole of the running of the 
local authority and if he so desires 
relegate the Clerk to what amounts 
to a subordinate role. In fact, 
there would not seem much need 
for a fully qualified and exper¬ 
ienced Clerk if the Mayor/Presid¬ 
ent himself carries out the functions 
of subsection (2). It was some¬ 
times remarked that such diffic¬ 
ulties are avoided by the good 
sense of all those involved. On the 
other hand, on certain occasions it 
is understood that some Mayors/ 
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Sunbeam Kitchen Center System KC10 

Three full size appliances in one, all on a compact power base. 

Full size mixer and dough maker, a blender and a continuous flow food 
crafter. 

Optional attachments available. 


SUNBEAM FOOD PROCESSOR LC1. 

All the speed and versatility to shred, slice, mix, chop, crush, blend, 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/OFF switch and 'Pulse Button' 
for precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade, slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula. 


SUNBEAM 2 UTRE KETTLE KE4. 

Safety cut-out if water boils dry. In gleaming stainless 
steel with orange trim. 


Sunbeam 
Electric Knife 
EK3 

Glides through every 
carving and slicing job. 
Streamlined styling that's 
comfortable to hold. 


SUNBEAM HOT SHOT BEVERAGE 
MAKER HS2. The fast, hot drink maker. Gives boiling 
water for two cups of tea. coffee or soup in under a 
minute. Ideal for kitchen, office or shop. In Harvest Gold 
with woodtone trim. 


SUNBEAM DELUXE 12 CUP 
PERCOLATOR PC 12. Thermostatically 
controlled 12 cup percolator with easy-read 
coffee level gauge. Dial from mild to strong. 
Heat resistant lid, handle and base. In gleaming 
stainless steel. 


Sunbeam Great Shakes** Milk Shake Maker DM1 

Kids love it. Makes big and fluffy shakes, egg flips, ice cream 
sodas. Comes with three different coloured containers and a 
recipe book. 

Dad can also mix up cocktails. 


SUNBEAM SPRAY & SHOT OF STEAM** 

It's a dry, steam, spray and shot of 
steam iron. With a spray to damp 
down, powerful shot of steam 
for stubborn wrinkles, self 
cleaning action, side-mounted 
cord, extra wide heel rest, easy- 
to-read water level gauge and 
a wide range of fabric settings. 






Sunbeam Dental Brush CT7 

For healthier teeth and gums. 3000 oscillations 
per minute clean, brush and polish teeth and 
massage gums. Complete with 4 colour-coded 
brushes. Also coil cord and wall bracket. 


uunuuam r-invvay ' Ul uu L/l ycl 

Powerful 1200 watt turbo dryer that's ideal for the 
traveller. Handle folds down for compact storage. 
Features dual voltage for overseas use (120-240 
volts). 2 speeds for drying and styling. With air 
concentrator. 




Sunbeam New Wave** Turbo Dryer 
HD20 

Powerful 1200 watt turbo dryer with 2 
speeds, and an air concentrator. Easily 
adapts to a horizontal round brush styler 
with brush and comb attachments. 








Presidents have taken their resp¬ 
onsibilities under section 87 of the 
Ac t factually and attend in the 
mayoral offices throughout the day 
becoming involved in the most 
trivial details of administration. 

This they are entitled to do under 
the law as it stands unless they are 
'otherwise directed* by the council." 

Referring to earlier local govern¬ 
ment reports in Ehgland and N. S. W 
carried out by Mr. Bains, by Mr. 
Maud and by Mr. Barnett, the 
report says: 

"Neither the Maud nor Bains rep¬ 
orts gave the Mayor a special 
executive position... 

"The Barnett Committee pointed 
out that under its proposals the 
Mayor/President would still be 
the first local government citizen 
of the district and the principal 
spokesman on local government 
affairs. As such he would need 
to keep in close touch with the 
•Chief Officer' so as to be fully 
informed on matters affecting the 
council and alerted to problems 
and difficulties which might 
arise. Being relieved of the res¬ 
ponsibility for detailed admin¬ 
istration he would have more time 
to devote to policy matters and 
key issues." 


ommended that closed-session 
meetings should be avoided as 
much as possible. The report 
says: 

"In several councils committ¬ 
ees consist of the whole of the 
members. Sometimes these 
committees meet on the same 
day as the council and their 
proceedings are formally report¬ 
ed verbally to the meeting of the 
council later in the day. In 
these cases the council meeting is 
a formality and very little dis¬ 
cussion or debate takes place 
giving the press and public little 
information. In my view the 
device of having committees 
consisting of the whole of the 
members or of the council 'going 
into committee' should be avoid¬ 
ed wherever possible. Councils 
should adopt an outgoing approach 
towards their affairs and give 
as much information as they 
possibly can to the press and 
public. Committees should be 
authorised to issue information 
about their decisions on delegated 
matters and upon their proposed 
recommendations to the council 
(where these are not genuinely 
confidential). In this way often 
useful information about public 


rcat .... .be _b. i..; . 1 ; 

the council meets to recive the 
recommendations. 

"In England because of the undes¬ 
irability of the former practice 
the law was amended to provide 
that where a council proposed to 
go into a committee of the whold 
they must pass a resolution spec¬ 
ifying the reason why it was cont¬ 
rary to die public interest for the 
press and public to b allowed to 
remain. Since the passing of that 
Act the proceedings of at least one 
council have been held to be inval¬ 
id because, although they passed 
a relolution excluding the press 
and public, they omitted to spec¬ 
ify why it was in the public inter¬ 
est that this should occur. Ob¬ 
viously there are matters where such 
a resolution is justified because 
of the confidentiality of the matter 
concerned or the fact that it 
affects individual members of die 
staff. However, these occasions 
should not arise all that frequently. 
It is a salutary experience for a 
council to “have to specify why 
the ratepayers should not be ent¬ 
itled to the benefit of a press rep¬ 
ort upon their deliberations. 

Councils should be discouraged from 
going into a committee of die 
whole unnecessarily. ” 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


S.A. 37.89(1000CFP/Registered Off¬ 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURA NGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


SOME HISTORICAL DETECTIVE WORK TURNS UP SURPRISING FACTS ABOUT-- 


What Happened to the N.l. Trust Fund 


“WHERE HAS die Norfolk Island 
Trust Fund got to?" 

The question was asked 15 years 
ago by then-Councillor Greg Quin¬ 
tal. The Administrator of the day, 
Mr. R. B. Nott, provided an answer 
a month later, saying that the min- 
ey in the Fund had long since been 
"expended for the welfare of the 
Islanders". 

But if you comb carefully through 
the records of the past 128 years, 
a quite different answer emerges. 

The Norfolk Island Trust Fund seems 
merely to have been given a series of 
new names. The "Accumulated 
Funds Account", in 1960. The 
"Administration Accumulated 
Funds Account”, in 1961. Then 
the "Accumulated Funds Account" 
again for a couple of years. Then 
the "Revenue Fund" in 1964. That's 
what it is called today. 

Whatever it is called, it is obvi¬ 
ously the Norfolk Island Trust Fund. 

It had grown to just over $900, 000 
six months ago. It is how shrinking 
at the rate of about $25,000 a 
month as the new Norfolk Island 
Government dips into it to cover 
its current rate of deficit spending. 

The Norfolk Island Trust Fund 
has a remarkably colourful history. 

It has helped the Pitcairners and 
everyone else on Norfolk for over 
a century. It has caused uncert¬ 
ainty, investigations, official 
reports and appeals - one to the 
Queen herself. The history of the 
Fund is a fascinating reflection of 
the history of Norfolk itself, and it 
reveals some tantalising facets of 
the Island's character and constit¬ 
utional development. 

Some aspects of die use of the 
Fund over die years have become 
lost to history, as die people inv¬ 
olved passed on, and as certain 
records disappeared because they 
were not considered important. 

A great deal of information about 
the Fund no doubt lies waiting to 
be "re-discovered” in archives and 
private papers. 

But a surprising amount can be 
learnt from just a few sources-- 
The Rev. T.B. Murray’s historic 
book of the 1850's, "Pitcairn - 
the Island, the People and die 
Pastor"; die Report of the 1926 
Royal Commission into Norfolk 
Island affairs; and the annual 
reports of Administrators of the 
Island over the years. 

The Fund was bom in London 


in 1852. The Rev. Mr. Murray 
tells it in this way: 

"In consideration of the scanty 
resources of Pitcairn's Island, 
some noblemen and gentlemen 
were induced, on die recomm - 
endation of Admiral Moresby, with 
the aid of the Admiral's relatives 
in England (Mrs. Moresby, Mrs. 
Prevost, and Mr. and Mrs. R.A. 
White, of Grantham,) to raise a • 
fund of moderate amount towards 
the passage and outfit of Mr. 

Nobbs, and for the supply of such 
things as were deemed requisite 
for the inhabitants." 

(George Hunn Nobbs, who had 
become die Islanders' religious 
leader, had been invited to go to 
London and be ordained as a min¬ 
ister of the Church of England. 

His trip was the "passage" Murray 
refers to.) 

The group became known as 
“die Pitcairn Fund Committee". 

The treasurers of the Fund were 
William Cotton, Esq., and Sir 
T. D. Acland, who was the Bishop 
of London and a Member of Parl¬ 
iament. 

The items they wanted to send to 
Pitcairn included "labourers' 
and carpenters' tools, a proper 
bell far the Church, medicines, 
a few clocks, clothing of various 
sorts, simple articles of furniture, 
cooking utensils, etc." The funds 
raised were enough to cover these, 
a Church organ, and a whale-boat 
as well, which were sent to the 
Islanders. There was still money 
left over, and it was kept in 
trust to earn interest and to be 
available to help Pitcairners. 

Mr. Nobbs' outfit and travelling 
expense cost £124; the organ cost 
£136; other expenses amounted to 
some £142. That left more than 
£500 in cash, which was invested 
at 3-tfc interest. 

MOVE TO NORFOLK 

In 1856 the entire Pitcairn comm¬ 
unity moved to Norfolk, which was 
made a "separate and distinct settle¬ 
ment" of the British Empire as their 
new homeland. They understood 
they were being given all the Island 
and everything it contained. But 
before long die various Governors of 
Norfolk Island, based in Sydney, 
began asserting that there had been 
no such agreement. 

When the Pitcairners landed here, 
Norfolk was governed by Tasmania. 


In keeping with instructions sent by 
the British Government, the Tasman¬ 
ian authorities transferred all of the 
buildings, livestock and supplies on 
the Island to the Pitcairners. But 
before long the Governor in Sydney 
re-claimed all the sheep on the Is¬ 
land as being Crown property. With¬ 
in ten years about 10 fy of the Island's 
land was sold to the Melanesian 
Mission. 40 years later a subsequent 
Governor in Sydney evicted the Island¬ 
ers from the houses they had been 
living in at Kingston, saying that 
they too were Crown property. 

Yet it is clear, if you examine the 
history of the Norfolk Island Trust 
Fund, that Norfolk's land, livestock 
and buildings were nevertheless 
recognised as having been committed 
to die Pitcairners. 

The Trust Fund was put into the 
hands of three Sydney trustees on 
July 14, 1869. The Governor of 
Norfolk Island - the Earl of Belmore, 
at that time - was always to be one 
trustee. The two other initial trustees 
were Mr. Robert Allwood and Mr. 
Christopher Rolleston. 

From that date onward it became 
known as the Norfolk Island Trust 
Fund. The money it had in hand 
when the 1869 trust deed was drawn 
up came from four sources. These 
were: 

# the money in the "Pitcairn 
Fund". 

# money which Sir John Young, 
Governor of Norfolk from 1861- 
1867, had received from the sale of 
Norfolk sheep, cattle, and "certain 
other public property there". 

#£43 which the Earl of Belmore, 
Governor of Norfolk from 1868- 
1872, had from die sale of "certain 
furniture in Government House 
Norfolk Island". 

#£1830 which the Bishop of Mel¬ 
anesia had paid for 933 acres of land 
on which the Melanesian Mission was 
set up here in 1867. 

The Trust Deed said that this fund, 
other money paid into the Fund, and 
interest earned on it, were to be the 
property of Her Majesty, but used 
for the benefit of the Pitcairn Island¬ 
ers. The trustees were to report 
regularly to the Secretary of State 
for Colonies in London. The Islan¬ 
ders were to have no direct claim 
on the money, and the trustees were 
to have no obligation to account 
to the Islanders about the use of 
the Fund. 

The New's historical files do not 
show what happened to the Trust 
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Fund during the following 45 years 
or so, but records appear once again 
from the time the Commonwealth 
of Australia accepted authority for 
administering Norfolk in 1914. 

The Fund was one of the comm¬ 
unity questions that led to the 
Royal Commission inquiry of 1926 
and Commissioner Francis Whysall 
included in his report an account 
headed "Receipts and Expenditure, 
Trust Fund, Norfolk Island". It 
showed that the Fund had stood at 
£6, 584.13.1 when New South 
Wales handed it over to the Comm¬ 
onwealth. It was used by the Comm¬ 
onwealth as Norfolk's public money 
account. Each year a Commonw¬ 
ealth grant - varying from £3, 000 
to £4, 000 a year - was added to it, 
along with locally-raised revenues. 
Island expenses were paid out of 
it. By June 30, 1925, the balance 
of the Fund had gradually declined 
to £3, 766.3.9. 

Royal Commissioner Whysall rep¬ 
orted that it was doubtful that 
the 1869 Trust Deed was binding on 
die Commonwealth. But at least 
two other significant points were 
established by his inquiry. One was 
that the Norfolk Island Trust Fund 
continued to exist. The other was 
that the Commonwealth's annual 
grants were paid into the Trust 
Fund and became part of it. 

In 1919, the Melanesian Mission 
moved northward from Norfolk, and 
the land it had acquired was no 
longer needed. Through a series 
of Melanesian Mission Lands ordin¬ 
ances and amendments in 1923 and 
1924, the land was bought back from 
the Bishop of Melanesia. With its 
amendments, the final ordinance 
was described as being "For vesting 
in the Cummomwealth certain 
lands in Norfolk Island held by the 
Melanesian Mission, and for other 
ourposes. ” 

The re-purchase price, £2,486.10, 
was taken from the Norfolk Island 
Trust Fund - into which the sale 
price had originally been placed, 
back in 1869. But in keeping with 
die ordinance, Australia’s Minister 
of State for Home and Territories 
declared on October 6, 1923, that 
the Mission lands "are vested in the 
Commonwealth of Australia". 

Commissioner Whysall made no 
comment on that transaction in 
his Royal Commission Report three 
years later, merely stating that it 
had occurred. His comment on the 
Trust Fund generally concludes with 
the words "... it is unquestionable 
that the original funds have been 
applied for the general benefit of 
the Pitcairn Islanders and their des- 



33 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Jail 21-Feb 18, 1980 







cendants, and that the terms of the 
Trust Deed in this regard have in no 
way been departed from." 

The colourful history of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Trust Fund from that 
point on has to be traced through 20 
years of peek-a-boo in the annual 
reports of the Island's Administrators. 
Following the main recommendation 
of the 1926 Royal Commission, 
Administrator Col. E.T. Leane was 
recalled because both he and his 
wife had created “widespread diss¬ 
atisfaction in the social life of the 
Island. “ He was succeeded by Maj. 
Gen. V.C.M. Sellheim early in 
1927. 

Maj. Gen. Sellheim's first annual 
report, four months later, included 
no financial statements at all for the 
Island. But his 1928 report concludes 
with Norfolk's public finance account 
for the year. It is headed “Trust 
Fund - Norfolk Island". There was 
seen a deficit of about £200 for the 
year. The Fund carried forward at 
£2,923.7.10. 

Col. A.J. Bennett became Ad¬ 
ministrator in 1929. In that and the 
following year his reports include no 
general financial statement. But in 
his 1931 report appears "Norfolk 
Island - Statement of Receipts and 
Expenditure". It shows a balance 
carried forward at the end of the year 
of £8,225.11.9. And in the text 
of the report is a section headed 
“Finance". It puts the Trust Fudd 
situation into plain words for the 
first time. It reads as follows: 

"The whole of the Territorial 
revenue together with an annual 
pant from the Commonwealth 
Government in aid of administrative 
expenses is paid to the credit of the 
Norfolk Island Trust Fund Account, 
and all administrative and devel¬ 
opmental expenses are paid from 
that account." This statement is 
followed by a table showing what 
money came in and went out during 
the year. It ends with the item 
"Leaving a balance at credit of 
Trust Fund Account of . .£8,225.11.9" 

- the same figure as in the main 
financial statement mentioned a 
moment ago. 

The following year Mr. C.R. Pinney 
became Administrator, and his 
annual report for 1932 once again 
calls the main financial statement 
"Norfolk Island Trust Fund - 
Statement of Receipts and Expend¬ 
iture for Year. " It also includes a 
"Finance" section like Col Bennett's. 

That pattern of reporting continued 
up until World War TT, and was 
resumed after the war under Admin¬ 
istrator Alex Wilson. The Island's 
public account and the Norfolk 


Island Trust Fund were one and the 
same, and a "Finance" section in 
the text made it clear that all rev¬ 
enues including the Commonwealth 
grant became part of the Fund. 

But in 1953 Brigadier H. B. Nor¬ 
man entered the scene as Administ¬ 
rator. A few months after arriving 
he issued the 1953 annual report, 
following Mr. Wilson's pattern 
exactly. 

Then began one of Norfolk's stormy 
political periods. There was no 
annual report at all issued for 
three years, and when Brigadier Nor¬ 
man did issue one - for the years 
1953-1956 - there was no mention 
of the Norfolk Island Trust Fund. 

The "Finance" section of the text 
no longer included the plain-words 
statement about die Fund which 
had been a feature since 1931. The 
main financial statement is headed 
“Public Finance - Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditure". 

What had become of die Norfolk 
Island Trust Fund? There is no real 
room for doubt - it had just been re¬ 
named. The "balance carried 
forward" from die Trust Fund at the 
end of the 1953 year had been 
£24,704.15.1. In Brigadier Norman's 
"Public Finance" statement three 
years later, the balance brought 
forward from the past was the same 
- £24.704.15.1. 

NAME DROPPED 

The fund's traditional name - the 
Norfolk Island Trust Fund - never 
appeared again in the Island's annual 
reports. But the fund carried on, 
by whatever name, and still does. 

Some years ago amounts began 
being set aside from the Trust Fund 
for special purposes - replacing 
worn-out lighters, paying retire¬ 
ment benefits to members of the 
public service, and other purposes. 
These funds are now called "trust 
fund" in die Island's annual rep¬ 
orts, but the present-day form of the 
original Norfolk Island Trust Fund 
is called "Revenue Fund". At the 
end of June, 1979, it stood at 
$915,394. 

In 1966, when Administrator 
Roger Nott answered Grg Quintal's 
Council question - "where has the 
Trust Fund go to?" - he recounted 
Commissioner Whysall's findings 
in the 1926 Royal Commission 
report. He also quoted from the 
1869 Trust Deed, pointing out 
that the Islanders had no right to 
claim any of the money or even 
demand an accounting of it. 

And then he said "For many years 
Norfolk Island operated solely on 
the Norfolk Island Trust Fund which 
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is now known as the 'Norfolk Is¬ 
land Administration Account' and 
during the course of time die orig¬ 
inal fund has been gradually absor¬ 
bed in Island expenses, by which 
all people have benefited. 

"Quoting from the Minister's 
statement in the Commonwealth 
Parliament, ” Mr. Nott continued, 
"which was included in the then 
Administrator's letter to Councel 
of 25th October, 1960, 'The 
Commonwealth Government, from 
Australian revenues, has spent far 
more than the amount in the fund. 
Since the war the Commonwealth 
has subsidised the Administration 
by a total of £137,000, the money 
taken over in die Trust Fund hav¬ 
ing long since been properly exp¬ 
ended for the welfare of the Island¬ 
ers. 

But that is not the way a trust fund 
works. A trust fund has an exist¬ 
ence of its own. Money coming into 
it becomes part of the fund. Money 
can properly be spent from the 
fund only for certain defined pur¬ 
poses. . There is no indication, 
from any of The New's historical 
records, that the Norfolk Island 
Trust Fund was ever wound up 
legally, with its assets being given 
to the Commonwealth. 

Unless payments into a trust fund 
are specifically earmarked as being 
usable only for particular purposes, 
they simply become part of the 
ongoing fund. Commonwealth 
grants paid into the Norfolk Island 
Trust Fund over the years have, 
indeed, amounted to much more 
than Admiral Moresby and his 
friends put into trust for die Pit¬ 
cairners starting in 1852. But rev¬ 
enues raised on Norfolk Island, 
also paid into the Fund over the 
years, have been many times 
greater than the Commonwealth's . 
contributions. 

A faded bit of history? One of 
those Norfolk legends that doesn't 
matter any more? Not a bit of it. 
The Norfolk Island Trust Fund, 
under the "Revenue Fund" name 
given to it in 1964, is one of the 
Island's most urgent concerns in 
1980. It can go on sustaining 
Norfolk if it is nurtured and pro¬ 
tected. And so long as it endures 
it will be a living reminder that 
Norfolk and all it contained -- 
even the furniture in Government ■ 
House - were indeed understood by 
everyone. Governors and Secret¬ 
aries of State alike, to have bec¬ 
ome the Pitcairners' when they 
made the Island their new home 
land 124 years ago. 


An Open Invitation 
to call In at 
‘the Top of the Village’ 
from 





MiT'S surprising how good the low-duty 

SHOPPING CAN BE on NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING. ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HU NTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 


FOR WOMEN, IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



'taltot 

BOUTIQUE ^ SSK 


TELEPHONE 2358 
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Norfolk 


NORFOLK-BORN and educated at 
Norfolk Central School, Elva Yager 
is one of the island's staunchest 
fighters for self-government in 
free association with Australia. 

Elva is a Pitcairn descendant and 
grew up on the Island. Her father, 
Thornton Yager, was a whaler on 
Norfolk. His father, also a whaler, 
came from Massachussetts, U.S.A. 
and married islander Amelia Quin¬ 
tal. Elva's mother, Ellen Quintal, 
was the daughter of Headmaster 
Gustav Quintal and "Aunt Nell", 
for years Norfolk's midwife. 

At the outbreak of World War IT 
Elva went to Sydney bacause one 
of her three sons needed hospital 
treatment. Not long after she was 
joined by her other two sons and 
ended up staying there for 25 years. 

While the war was on she was 
grabbed by "Manpower” and found 
herself making gloves for the troops. 
Three Norfolk Islanders were on 
this particular war job and were 
expected to turn out 30 dozen a 
day. 

Says Elva, “We Norfolk Islanders 
were so strong in the wrists we could 
do that many in an hour. " 

When the war ended Elva man¬ 
aged the "Texas Flats" in Potts 
Point, in Mac lea y St. It was a 
good position - but she missed 
Norfolk Island. 

She finally came back to nurse 
her Dad, who was ill for a year 
before he died. Her Mother had died 
while she was in Sydney. 

"Dad’s dying wish was that I try 
to stop Australia from claiming 
Norfolk Island, " she says. 

In 1965 Elva opened her now- 
famous Valley View Restaurant. 


Itfsyour A 
Island- M 

keep ¥ 
Tkxjdk 
dean! 



Here she specialises in offering 
genuine island cooking to tourists. 
She also caters for the local Rotary 
Club's Thursday night dinner 
meetings each week. 

"Valley View is more than a 
restaurant. It is a place which 
attracts visitors from all over who 
are interested in Norfolk Island 
politics, “ says Elva. 

"Many people call in at all hours 
to offer help in many different 
ways. Tourists offer to write lett¬ 
ers to Australian Parliamentarians 



and newspapers - so keen has their 
interest been. 

"We have had help from people of 
all walks of life who have taken 
up the island's cause, " says Elva 
thoughtfully. 

The Citizens' Association, with over 
a hundred members, met at Elva's 
in the early seventies. After the 
Royal Commission, the Society of 
descendants of die Pitcairn Settlers 
was formed, and until recently 
their meetings were also held at 
Elva's. Tie is an active member * 
of the society. 

"My Grandmother, my Dad and 
Mum instilled in us the idea that 
Queen Victoria gave the Pitcairn 
people Norfolk Island. Queen 
Victoria's picture was everywhere, 
in the old days. This idea was 
passed down from generation to 
generation. 

"The Pitcairn Society has made 
some progress in helping to get this 
much self-government. Also, 

Norfolk has been represented at 
the South Pacific Games ■and we 
have been represented at the South 
Pacific Conference in Tahiti. 


LIVING 


“The Pitcairners will continue 
to fight for what they know is 
theirs." 

Elva continues. "The Society of 
the Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers was responsible for die 
Solemn Declarations and helped 
start the recent referendum. We 
raise money by holding island 
picnics and other projects. We 
were able to help pay for a top- 
ranking Australian consultant to 
advise the last Council on how it 
could best negotiate with Australia 
and helped pay the fares of the 
island's delegation to Canberra in 
October, 1978. We help many 
needy people. We also helped with 
fares to the South Pacific Games for 
the participants." 

Elva gets livid about the voting 
system used in the recent Assembly 
election. She especially would 
like to see more Pitcairn descend¬ 
ants in the Legislative Assembly. 

"Growing up on Norfolk Island 
were the happiest days, of my 
life, " she says. "Tlnae were so 
many family get-togethers - we 
weren't wealthy, but happy and 
healthy. 

"Our parents' motto - 'Do unto 
others as though you were the 
others' was instilled in us from an 
early age. 

"This philosophy still exists here 
but a lot of people mistake it for 
weakness. 

"So many island people come to 
tell me how they feel. A lot of 
them prefer not to be involved - 
to keep peace at any price. Many 
are very disappointed people. 

"Even in my fathers's generation 
so he said, you get to that top 
rung of the ladder and then you 
have to start over again. You never 
get over the top. " 

"My life ambition is to sort out 
things so that the younger gener¬ 
ation and those that follow can 
grow up in the same happy, care¬ 
free existence that we did. We 
have to love this place. Our par¬ 
ents worked so hard to change it 
from a hell to a paradise. We 
must retain it for our children and 
their children. 

"Without any permission of the 
Pitcairn Society, I think I am 
speaking on behalf of them as 
well - it's their ambition also. " 
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WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 


UP UNTIL the time of his death 
in 1715 Dorn Perignon had spent 
47 years of his monastic life as 
cellar master of a Benedictine abbey 
near Reims but that in itself was 
not his claim to fame. 

He is generally acclaimed as the 
man who put the bubbles in champ¬ 
agne although, in fact, he demon¬ 
strated how they could be kept 
there by using stout bottles and 
wired-down corks. Far more imp¬ 
ortant were his contributions to 
the art of blending wines. Although 
blind he apparently possessed an 
extrordinary sense of smell and, 
doubtless, taste and was able to 
teach the vignerons of the district 
how to improve their product by 
careful selection of wines from var¬ 
ious grapes. He preferred to use 
about two-thirds red grapes to prod¬ 
uce the best white wine and this 
generally holds today. 

Champagne, however, did not 
immediately establish itself as wine 
par excellence and it took the in¬ 
genuity of a number of people to 
perfect the classic "methode 
Champenoise" which placed this gr¬ 
eat sparkling wine bn the pedestal it 
occupies. One of these was a young 
widow struggling to maintain her 
family on their small vineyard and 
her name is perpetuated as Veuve 
Cliquot; the "Widow''. 

The good vignerons of Champagne 
have not, as much as they would 
like, been able to restrict the use 
of the name to wines from their own 
district but they are protected to 
the extent that no sparkling wine 
may bear that name unless made 
by the classic method. Thus we 
can readily discriminate between the 
real thing and others of lesser breed. 
The sweet, sparkling Asti Spumante 
from Italy is one made in the classic 
tradition but the ever popular pearl 
styles are not. 

Finally, do not expect a champ¬ 
agne to go on improving in the 
bottle as most will start to lose 
flavour and clarity after four or 
five years. Unless it is specifically 
labelled as a "Vintage" year, 
which means it was produced in 
an officially proclaimed exceptional 
season and should go on for at 
least a dozen more, it may be 
wiser to choose a - young wine. 


Part-time typing - flexi-time 

ONCE A MONTH. FOR SEVERAL DAYS, THE NORFOLK ISLAND 
NEWS NEEDS AN INTELLIGENT TYPIST TO "SET THE TYPE" 
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE PAPER. THE WORK TAKES AN 
AVERAGE OF 12-15 HOURS AT THE NEWS. SPREAD OVER 4-5 
DAYS. AND PAYS $3 AN HOUR. IT CAN BE DONE AT HOURS 
THAT SUIT YOU. RING ED OR WRITE BOX 94 IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED AND WOULD LIKE TO INQUIRE. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
~Y" New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDA Y APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


GOOD READING 



'GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL. TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS'. 

$14. 95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCYv BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


'SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER 1 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 
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HAPPY NEW year to you all. 
Thought that, as all the "little" 
people were having a rest, it was 
a good opportunity to let you 
know what’s been happening during 
the past few weeks here on Norfolk. 

Up until this last week Norfolk 
has been having ideal holiday 
weather. It was absolutely super 
on Christmas Day: we even were 
given a terrific shower of rain 
right on lunch time. Christmas 
Eve day the shopping centre was 
really crowded. I think people 
realized all of a sudden that Chr¬ 
istmas was next day and many people 
were doing last minute shopping. 
Usually I’m sitting up till about 
2 a.m. wrapping parcels and fin¬ 
ishing off the cooking. But this 
year I wasn't quite so late. One 
young man came wandering into 
the kitchen about midnight and 
wanted to know whether it was 
morning. He's reached the age 
where he's not quite sure whether 
Santa still calls or not, and I had 
quite a few difficult question to 
answer when he saw that Santa had 
in fact already filled up the pill¬ 
ow slips. However, the magic 
next morning was still there when 
he saw that Santa had "written" a 
reply to the note he left for him. 

Christmas is a marvellous time 
for children, isn't it? Our youn¬ 
gest woke up and said, "Who's 
that big packet of parcels for?" 

The boys' Nan was able to join 
in the excitement of seeing the 
boys distribute and open all the 
surprises. 

Our eldest boy thinks its extra¬ 
special as his birthday is on the 
same day as Jesus, so it really is 
a happy occasion. 

By lunch time Christmas Day 
many families took advantage of 
Norfolk's beauty spots and spent 
their Christmas outdoors - swimm¬ 
ing, relaxing and eating. 

Boxing Day was another great day 
with the annual Beach Carnival 
organized by Rotary, the total 
proceeds of which this year were 
being donated to the Year of the 
Child Committee's funds. This 
was the finale to the Committee's 
fund-raising and a total of $1300 
was raised at the Carnival. That's 
marvellous, isn't it, especially 


happening so soon after Christmas. 
The main attraction of the day, of 
course, was the "Skydiver's" jump 
out of the plane at 1000 feet and 
his perfect landing right on the 
beach. His striped, rectangular 
shaped parachute together with 
his bright green jumpsuit made a 
spectacular sight. At on e stage, 
during his second jump, it looked 
to die spectators as though he was 
heading for the raft in the centre of 
Emily Bay. But the Skydiver had 
perfect control and, as I said, 
landed right on the beach. 

The children had a marvellous time 
in the swimming races and the 
events which were held on the 
beach. It was all very well org¬ 
anized and a credit to the members 
of Rotary. 

I’m afraid I can’t tell you very 
much about New Year's Eve except 
to say that the New Year crept in 
very quietly and unobtrusively as 
everyone in the house enjoyed an 
early night. Didn’t even hear any 
car horns or "yah-hooing". Must 
be getting old. Anyway New Year's 
Day was another hot, sunny day - 
believe it was a most interesting 
Race Day down at Kingston with 
Kaye Woods winning many of the 
races with several new horses. 

Believe "Kam" ridden by Culla 
Graham only just beat "Snuff” to 
win the R.S.L. Cup. 

Have you stopped to think for a 
few minutes what the most sig¬ 
nificant events have been in your 
life during the past ten years? It 
would be an interesting exercise 
to write them down, keep the list 
somewhere safe, and compare a 
similar list at the end of 1989. 

How about it? 

It was an exciting day in ten 
homes on the Island yesterday as 
8 Boy Scouts and their 2 leaders 
returned from the Jamboree in 
Perth. They had left Perth at 
11,30 p. m. the night before and 
travelled all night and most of the 
next day to return home safely. 
Believe everyone thought Darren 
Nicolai had met with a misshap - 
he came off the plane with his arm 
in a sling - just a prank. The 
Norfolk Island scouts were in a 
troup of 31 boys - David Magri said 
they were a terrific group of chaps. 


They were divided into patrols 
and had different duties assigned 
to them as did all the leaders. 

Ask one of them "What did you 
do?" "Oh, everything." 

Apparently they were able to 
chose each day in which activity 
they wished to participate. The 
activities were divided into bush- 
craft, water activities, on-site 
activities, air, craft activities. 

The boys had the opportunity to 
try almost any type of sport, 
craft or hobby imaginable. The 
camp of 11,000 boys from 36 
different countries had its own 
post office, radio station, bank 
and 14 bed hospital. Talking 
about banks - most of the money 
the boys spent was buying icecreams, 
drinks etc. to try and keep cool. 

For David Magri one of the high¬ 
lights was a high hill of grass which 
was covered in plastic sheeting. 
Soapy water was hosed down the 
hill and the idea was to see who 
could slide the farthest. Wow, 
what fun. Evenings were spent 
either talking or swapping badges. 
David said the Asian countries 
didn’t have any spare badges to 
swap and one had to have something 
really good to swap for an American 
badge. 

Indicative of how well the Norfolk 
Island boys participated is the fact 
that each of them gained a Sand 
Groper award. For each activity 
in which they participated they 
gained so many points and a cert¬ 
ain number had to be attained to 
gain the Award. The Award is a 
medallion on a leather thong with 
a sandgroper engraved on it tog¬ 
ether with the words 12th South 
Pacific Jamboree around the out¬ 
side. What a marvellous memento 
for the boys to cherish. I haven't 
spoken with Nobby Bruce or Chris 
Kenny yet, but I know, as leaders 
they will have had a marvellous 
time also. I think it was tremend¬ 
ous of them to accept the respons¬ 
ibility of taking the boys to the 
Jamboree and enabling them to 
have an experience of a lifetime. 

See you next month. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

•KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

| • MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rptohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rottvators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES . .*. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUT TER1N GS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



TAX FREE PRICE $46. 99 






50c 



EDITORIALS-PAGE 14 


TWO MAIN GROUPS VOTE TO SUPPORT RE-ELECTION. ..FULL CENSUS RESULTS OUT 
AT LAST... 3 TOP ADMIN POSTS FILLED... NEW BAINS REPORT ON VICTORIA... N. Z. 
DEVELOPS WOOD-TO-GAS DEVICE.. .AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION EXPLAINS 
ITS PROCEDURES... HELEN PAYNE'S RECIPES.. .AND THE NEWSY "LETTER FROM HOME' 


*102,000 Mix-Up 

NORFOLK'S FINANCIAL SITUATION TO DECEMBER 31 ST WAS APPARENTLY 
NOT SO GOOD AFTER ALL THE ASSEMBLY WAS GIVEN WRONG INFORMATION. 


Starts this issue: "The Norfolk Alternative" 


Feb 19 - Mar 18, 1980 \ 
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Re-election Debate 


ASSEMBLY VOTES 5-4 NOT TO WELCOME ELECTORS' VIEWS - BUT 
AGREES TO DISCUSS RE-ELECTION AT ITS OPEN ,MEETING MARCH 11 


COMMONWEALTH AUTHORITIES WHO HAVE LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR 
TORRENS TITLE WILL MEET THE ASSEMBLY FEB. 25TH - AN OPEN MEETING 


THREAT TO DUTY-FREE 


NORFOLK IN BIG PACIFIC TALKS 


FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, LEADERS OF ALL PACIFIC ISLANDS ARE BEING GATHERED 
TO A CONFERENCE TO TALK POLITICS. NORFOLK IS INCLUDED. ON ITS OWN. 


MEETING ON LAND TITLES 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

NORFOLK 

SOUVENIRS 

We are hard to find because we're back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 

other shops along Taylor’s Road. It's worth look- ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 

ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- folk Pine. 

fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 

WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s - American Express - Visa 



LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- BEAUTIFUL IEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES -- SAPPHIRES, 
RUBIES. JADE. OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL -- SILVER AND 
GOLD-PLATED NATURAL SHELL IEWELLERY -- STERLING SILVER AND GOLD CHAIN 
-- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS OF THE PAST -- BOOKS -- MAPS -- GLASSWARE 

REALLY NICE BLIT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30- 12 . 30 . 



5 of the 9 say they would NOT welcome electors’ views! 

RE-ELECTION? ASSEMBLY TO DEBATE IT 


"FULL AND OPEN" discussion of a 
possible re-election of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly will take place at the 
Assembly’s meeting on Tuesday, 
March 11th, at 3.30 pm. 

The Assembly voted 5-2 (with 2 
members abstaining) on February 
sixth that the subject should be aired, 
and that views of electors should be 
discussed. 

But earlier they had voted 5-4 
against a motion saying that the 
Assembly would welcome having 
electors express their views on whe¬ 
ther or not there should be a re- 
election. 

Chief Minister David Buffett and 
MLA’s Gilbert Jackson, Bruce Mac - 
Kenzie, John Ryves and Kevin Wil¬ 
liams voted against welcoming the 
electors' views on the matter. De¬ 
puty Chief Minister Bill Blucher and 
MLA's Ed Howard, Duncan McIntyre 
and Bryan Nunn were in favour. 

On the second motion, proposing 
that the House should openly debate 
the pros and cons of a re-election at 
its March meeting, Mr. Ryves joined 
the "open government" group, saying 
that his conscience required him to 
support the motion. The.other "aye" 
votes were Blucher, Howard, McIn¬ 
tyre and Nunn. Jackson and Wil¬ 
liams voted against disc .sing die 
question, and Buffett and Mac Ken¬ 
zie abstained from Voting either way. 

Selections from the debate follow. 

On the motion "the Legislative As¬ 
sembly would welcome having elec¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island express their 
views to the Assembly on whether 
they wish to have a re-election of 
the membership of the Assembly, 
using the voting method approved at 
referendum on the day of the Assem¬ 
bly’s last meeting” - 

Kevin Williams; "All of the elect¬ 
ors of this Island are aware of the 
result of the referendum of the 12th 
of December, 1979. Now, 57«5t of 
the electors expressed their opinion 
that the old system of voting should 
be the method of voting for Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly elections - that's 
future elections. This Assembly took 
note of that decision immediately, 
and through the Chief Minister made 
a statement that the Assembly would 
take immediate steps to introduce 
legislation to that effect. That 
statement, to me, was a responsible 
government decision, and one that 


1 firmly believe the majority of the 
people on Norfolk Island accepted. 

"Two months have lapsed since the 
referendum, and I might be wrong; 
but I can't reci.il any great outcry, 
through the media or elsewhere, de¬ 
manding a new election. I would be 
amazed, and I'm fairly sure of this, 
that no more than l*7c of the electors 
- that is, seven or eight electors - 
have bothered through writing to 
express their concern for a new elec¬ 
tion to the proper authorities. 

"Also it must be remembered that 
if a call to pre-empt a new election' j 
is moved, the election could only be’ 
carried out under the present legis¬ 
lation, which is proportional repre¬ 
sentation voting. This is because 
legislation cannot be introduced 
overnight to change the present 
system. 

"Therefore I feel that it would be 
presumptuous to call for the electors 
to seek their views at present on this 
motion... 

"I would also like to say something 
concerning the 43*7c that voted 'yes’ 
in that referendum. I would like to 
know what their views are going to be.' 

Views invited 

Bryan Nunn: ".. .in all matters, I 
would hope that the electorate would 
feel free to express themselves, not 
only on this matter but on all other 
matters... 

“I would welcome any electors who 
haven't already talked to me, and 
obviously a number have already, 
certainly I would welcome their giv¬ 
ing me their thoughts and giving me 
their views." 

Bill Blucher: .1 leave it open 

to the general public to come for¬ 
ward at any time they wish, and say 
'we feel you should have a new elec¬ 
tion, before the expiry of this parti¬ 
cular Assembly's life’ - or, 'let 
things lie as they are*. I don't 
really know what the public would 
think. I have not in my point of 
view received any real strong pres¬ 
sure from within the community to 
have an election before the expired 
time. Nor have 1 had any strong pres¬ 
sures to leave things as they are... 

"I would like tO'iee this motion as 
an open invitation...for people to 
say 'we think you should do this - 
or we don't - and from that point on 


we can have our own impressions of 
what the whole situation is.. .1 sup¬ 
port the motion..." 

Gilbert Jackson: "... I see this mo¬ 
tion as once again trying to divide 
the community, because ever since 
the election there's been a certain 
campaign, a campaign towards a re- 
election, and I myself have certain¬ 
ly had no pressure, or no one speak¬ 
ing to me, of anciher election. 

"But 1 would ceraainly say that any¬ 
one who w«jK^.,t6 flish and canvas 
the public.' Well they have every 
right to do so. 

*1 was democraticly 
elected by the N.I. Act’ 

"1 must draw the members of the 
Assembly's attention that I was, the 
same as everyone else around this 
table, was democraticly elected 
by the Norfolk Island Act. And for 
anyone to say that we've been el¬ 
ected by any mistrewing of any elec¬ 
tion that wasn't the thinking of the 
people, well it's not so. 

"But any member has every right 
to push his own barrow, as the say¬ 
ing goes. And since this form of 
government has been introduced 
there's been no serious campaign to 
have another election. If certain 
members think, there has been, well 
they must be campaigning to a very 
small majority of the community. 

"Therefore, as I indicated, I do 
not wish to come into debate, but 
1 also do not support the motion. ” 

Duncan McIntyre: “There is a ser¬ 
ious question here - the referendum 
result. That's a rather serious ques¬ 
tion. I think it’s proper for the 
House to take a purposeful attitude 
toward it, and to canvas the public 
for their opinions. 

"I don't agree with Mr. Williams' 
proposition. I don't believe it is 
ever presumptuous to seek the views 
of the electorate, and this is a good 
time to do it... 

"The question is the concern - the 
real concern - felt in the commun¬ 
ity as to the consequence of this 
Assembly's being elected by a 
mejhod whfch^was opposed by the 
then-representatives of the people, 
and which has now been thrown out 
at a referendum. “ 

Bruce Mac Kenzie: "I have dis¬ 
cussed this matter with other mem - 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is, a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver's seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat, backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

Tbe Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



‘Road & Track’ 
magazine says *evf. 


often a new car arrives ai the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 arc three that come to mind. It has happened a«ain. this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years: the 626. > 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprietor: J. W. HTZPATWCK 




bers of the Assembly, and it appears 
that there has been very little feed¬ 
back from the community. 

"Knowing a little bit about Norfolk 
Island, to me, people are reasonably 
happy with things as they are. The 
main comment I've heard is 'stop 
fluffing about and get on with the job 
you were put there to do/ 

‘A few stirrers' 

“The fact that Mr. Howard has 
raised this motion is once again only 
giving a few stirrers another paddle to 
use, whereas in my view the large 
majority believe, 'get on with the job 
which we were put there to do*." 

Ed Howard: "... Mr. Williams rais¬ 
ed the point that it wouldn't be pos¬ 
sible to have a new election even if 
the people did want one, except un¬ 
der proportional representation, be¬ 
cause of the slowness and difficulty 
of amending the Legislative Assembly 
Ordinance. ‘ 

“That’s a difficulty only if it wants 
to be made a difficulty. The Legis¬ 
lative Assembly Ordinance which 
created the proportional representa¬ 
tion system for Norfolk Island was put 
into law almost in a flash, as a mat¬ 
ter of urgency. Amending that Ordin¬ 
ance to go back to the method of 
voting that the great majority of the 
electors of the Island have said they 
want is simply a matter of removing 
some very long, complicated sections 
from the existing Legislative Assembly 
Ordinance. Just put those in the 
waste-paper basket, and replace them 
with a few very short passages that 
are already in existence in the old 
Norfolk Island Council Ordinance. 

"It's a matter of legal drafting that 
can be done in a couple of hours, 
with the greatest of care, and that 
could be made into law if the Minis¬ 
ter wanted it made into law and the 
Governor-General were to agree, in a 
matter of a couple of days. 

“The great long delays in amending 
the legislation are I think only an 
imaginary concern... 

‘Stop talking...listen’ 

“I'm confused as to why Mr. Jack- 
son seems to feel that by inviting 
electors to say what they think, we’re 
dividing the community. If the 
price of having a unified community 
is that we will not listen to what the 
electors want. I’m unwilling to pay 
that price, and I think most people 
are. 

"Mr. Jackson made the point that 
he believes each member of the 


Assembly has the right to push his 
own barrow. I agree with him. He" ' 
pushes barrows, I push barrows, many 
of us push barrows. The point of 
this motion is to let the electors push 
their barrow if they want to. The 
point of this motion is that we ought to 
stop talking for a little bit, and lis¬ 
ten to what the electors say to us, 
if they want to talk to us. 

"Mr. MacKenzie completed his 
remarks by saying that a large maj¬ 
ority on the Island wanted the Assem¬ 
bly to get on with its job. I don’t 
know how he determines what the 
large majority of the people on the 
Island feel. I wish I could. I know 
what a large majority of the people 
I talk to feel - but I don’t know 
what a large majority of the Island 
feels; and that’s the purpose of the 
motion - to invite people, if they 
care to, to give us an impression of 
their feelings... 

"If you vote ’yes’, you're saying 
'yes, I think the Assembly should 
welcome having the views of elec¬ 
tors put to us.' If you vote 'no*, 
you’re saying 'no, I would not 
welcome the views of die electors 
being put to us." 

MAJORITY FAVOUR 
OPEN DISCUSSION 

After that motion had been voted 
down, 5-4, the next motion was 
that "The Assembly have a full 
and open discussion of this matter, 
and of the views electors may ex¬ 
press, at its next ordinary meeting 
in March. ” Selections from the 
debate: 

Ed Howard: "I think there should 
be a discussion in the House of 
whether there should be a re-election 
or not. I can't predict how that dis¬ 
cussion will go, but I think there 
should be such a discussion and I 
think it ought to be heard by the peo¬ 
ple. 

"The Assembly has just voted that a 
majority of members around this table 
would not welcome having the elec¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island express their 
views to the Assembly. 

"That’s a most remarkable thing for 
an elected body to say. 

“But there it is. The majority of 
the Assembly has spoken. 

"Fortunately for die cause of good 
government, I expect a great many 
electors may express their views to the 
Assembly even though the Assembly 
has said it will not welcome such 
views. 

“Now the question is, are we will¬ 
ing to discuss the matter openly, in a 


meeting where the electors can bear 
what we’re saying - or are we going 
to do it in secret, the way We do so 
many things? 

"Gentlemen, I put it to you that we 
have to be willing to discuss such im¬ 
portant matters in the open, each 
member expressing his own views 
honestly..." 

Bryan Nunn: "I support the motion. 

I think it would be quite wrong to 
discuss it just in general committee... 
I have no qualms about stating my 
views in front of the public when the 
time is opportune..." 

Bill Blucher: "... I say again that I 
would have no qualms about discuss¬ 
ing and hearing what the people have 
to say about this... I support the in¬ 
tent of this motion, because I don't 
see that we can do otherwise." 

Duncan McIntyre: ”... I support 
the motion..." 

Gilbert Jackson: ".. .On the 12th 
December a referendum was held, 
and the views of the community on 
that day was expressed, and they 
expressed it on an opinion on the 
method of voting for the future gov¬ 
ernments of Norfolk Island. And it's 
not so when Mr. Howard says that the 
members of this Assembly is perhaps 
not game to speak out. Well, the 
members here, around this table, and 
the community, very well know that 
I would speak out on views that I 
think in die best interest of the Island. 

"And I can't see any reason, when 
the first motion has been defeated, 
like the Deputy Chief Minister, that 
there is a reason for this second mo¬ 
tion. And once again I say I cannot 
support it." 

Inherent right 

John Ryves: "1 find myself in a dil- 
lema of, having spoken against the 
first motion, I find that my consci¬ 
ence dictates to me that I must vote 
for the second motion. 

"I think the first motion was unnec¬ 
essary. I think everyone understands 
it is the inherent right of the electors 
to speak to their representatives. 

They have already spoken to us on a 
number of occasions... I intend to 
support the second part of the motion, 
and the electors always have the in¬ 
herent rigpit to speak to their elected 
representatives." 

Bruce MacKenzie: "I’ll make it 
clear that 1 certainly don't mind dis¬ 
cussing this matter, but I don’t be¬ 
lieve that we should be deciding our 
own destiny." 

The vote: Aye Blucher, Howard, Mc¬ 
Intyre, Nunn, Ryves. No Jackson, Wil- 
liams. Abstain Buffett, MacKenzie. 
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INCORRECT INFORMATION GIVEN TO ASSEMBLY 


in Island Finances 


the comparative figures that I have 
quoted." 

His statement was based on an 
accounting mistake. The payments 
in question, when they arrive, will 
have no effect on the comparative 
figures he had quoted, and cannot 
"correct" them. 

Mr. Buffett has since acknowledged 
the error in a statement prepared for 
The News. His statement is repro¬ 
duced in full along with this article. 

The statement says in part, "... 
this income would not affect the 
half yearly figures... ” 

As a result of the inadequate stamp 
sales in the first half of the financial 
year, sump sales in the second half 
of the year will have to soar beyond 
all previous records in order to 
meet the government’s expectations 
for the full year. They will have to 
toul $472, 000 in six months -- 
which would be 1-3/4 times as much 
as they actually brought in during 
the first half of the year. 

If sump sales do not increase, and 
just remain at the same level as 
they have been, it will be a major 


blow for the government's finances. 
Even if every other source of income 
came up to the government's expec¬ 
tations, and spending was held to 
what is planned, the defici t for the 
year would be a massive $488,800 - 
$204, 000 worse than the loss current¬ 
ly expected. 

The Chief Minister's accounting 
error was in believing that income 
belonging to the second half of the 
year could be brought forward, mak¬ 
ing the first half of the year look 
better. He has since confirmed to 
The News that this would be con¬ 
trary to the Administration's basic 
principles of accounting. 

The subsuntial payments expected 
- November sump sales in England 
an & December sump sales in Aus¬ 
tralia - belong to the second half of 
the year, where they will be badly 
needed. The Chief Minister has 
told The News that in the previous 
financial year, November English 
sales and December English sales 
were included in income for the 
(continued next page) 


CHIEF MINISTER COMMENTS- 


Mix-Up 

A SERIOUS financial problem is 
threatening Norfolk Island. If it is 
not corrected in the next 135 days it 
could mean that the Island's finan¬ 
cial loss this year might be almost 
$500, 000. 

The possible seriousness of the prob¬ 
lem was not disclosed by Chief Min¬ 
ister David Buffett in a public re¬ 
port he made on Island finances on 
February 6th. 

In a formal statement to the Legi- 
sla tive Assembly that day he made 
a veiled reference to the problem. 

But he assured the House that it 
would be "corrected" when certain 
"significant outsunding sums" were 
received from overseas. 

This assurance has since been 
found to be without foundation. 

As this issue of The News goes to 
print, the Chief Minister has not 
informed the Assembly members 
of the error. 

The problem is a large short-fall in 
the sales of Norfolk stamps in the 
first six months of the current finan¬ 
cial year. 

Sump sales are counted on to bring 
m $750, 000 of the Island's income 
this year. 

If they were running on urget, they 
would have been $375, 000 in the 
first half of the financial year, which 
ended December 31st. 

Instead of being $375, oOO they were 
only $273, 000 --a short-fall of 
$ 102 , 000 . 

The Chief Minister did not disclose 
the dollar amounts to the Assembly. 

He presented them in the form of 
percentage comparisons, he said 
that in tne first six months of this fin¬ 
ancial year 36.4$ of expected sump 
income had been received, while in 
the first six months of the previous 
financial year 52.8<5fc of stamp income 
had been received. 

Re-assuring the Assembly that the 
problem was not a serious one, he 
said; 

"1 would dwell upon this, and say 
that since the end of December there 
has been advice from Crown Agents, 
London, that their November sales of 
$25,000 has been despatched to us 
but not*yet received, and the Austra¬ 
lia Post sales for December 19/9 have 
not yet been received. 

"Australia Post figures for November 
last year were $43,000, so it can be 
seen that there are some significant 
outsunding sums that have hot yet 
been received in the area of sumps, 
and upon our doing so, will correct 


"I acknowledge your letter of 13th 
February, 1980. 

"At our meeting of tne preceding 
day you indicated that you proposed 
to publish an article to the effect 
that my sutement to the Legislative 
Assembly about financial income in 
relation to sumps as at 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 19/9 had been misleading. 

"In this sutement to the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly I compared income 
as a percentage on revenue as at 31st 
December, 19/8 and as a percentage 
on estimated revenue at 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 19/9. The figures are set out 
in the Norfolk Islander of 9th Febru¬ 
ary, 1980. 

"In me case of sumps I pointed 
out mat income was 14 fy less at 31st 
December, 1979, compared with the 
same date in me previous year. 

"I also stated that mere were out¬ 
sunding amounts due from the Crown 
Agents and Australia Post, which had 
not been received, which would 
correct me comparative figure for 
stamps. 

"You suted mat this income would 
not affect me half yearly figures and 
mis is correct. But, me income from 
sumps does not accrue evenly 
throughout the year and to have left 


the Legislative Assembly with the 
impression that the apparently unfav¬ 
ourable situation would continue 
would in itself be misleading. Far 
from being misleading, the remarks 
put the position in relation to sump 
income in to its proper perspective. 

It is imporunt for me to stress that 
the budget is expressed over a finan¬ 
cial year, in me present instance, 
to 30th June, 1980. My opening 
remarks in the financial sutement 
refers to me overall budget. 

"You sute in your letter of 13m 
February, 1980 'however I am un¬ 
able to provide you with the News' 
written material in advance, because 
I must reserve the freedom to alter 
what the News says, right up until 
the moment of distribution, and am 
therefore not able to give any guar¬ 
antee of what will be said before¬ 
hand. ' 

"In these circumstances I do not 
have the benefit of knowing what 
you intend finally to say upon this 
subject and mere is therefore no 
opportunity here for me to comment 
further. 

"Yours faithfully, David E. Buf¬ 
fett, Chief Minister" 
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ISLANDERS AND MAIN TOURISM BODY -. 

TWO MAJOR N.I. GROUPS 
CALL FOR RE-ELECTION 


second half ot the year, not the 
first. 

The alarming comparison between 
the two years is therefore a genuine 
one, comparing like with like. 

In his February 6th statement the 
Chief Minister said "On an over¬ 
all basis, income is meeting ex¬ 
pectations”. This was apparently 
based on his incorrect belief that 
stamp sales were satisfactory. If it 
was, it would indicate that over¬ 
all income in the first half of the 
year was actually some $100, 000 
below expectations. 

On February 12th, having estab¬ 
lished that the Chief Minister's re¬ 
assuring statement to the Assembly 
was based on an accounting mistake, 
the editor of The News asked if he 
could meet with the Chief Minister 
to discuss the situation. A meeting 
was set for 4pm that day. 

At the Chief Minister's request, 
the Island's Chief Administrative 
Officer and the Accountant were 
present at the meeting, but took no 
role in the discussion. 

The editor! outlined the situation 
as he saw it, and said that the facts 
showed that die Chief Minister had 
mis-led the House - a very serious 
matter. 

"That is your opinion, “ the Chief 
Minister said. He said that if it 
was implied that he had intention¬ 
ally mis-led the House, "I categor¬ 
ically deny it. ” 

In die early part of the discussion 
the Chief Minister said that the 
November British stamp sales and 
the Australian December stamp 
sales ^pertained to something that 
was occurring in that half of the 
year”. 

Later he agreed that they were 
not part of financial results in the 
first half of the year, but the second. 

He said that in his statement in 
the House he. had made it clear 
which part of the year they belong¬ 
ed to. "The percentages were 
there" for all to hear, he said. 

He said that “we are concerned 
about the full year", and that the 
payments in question were part of 
the full year. 

In the discussion and in a letter 
delivered to the Chief Minister the 
following day, February 13th, the 
editor said that if the Chief Minis¬ 
ter wished to provide a statement 
clarifying, amplifying or confirm¬ 
ing his statement to the Assembly, 
or "such other information as you 
feel would be fair and helpful from 
your point of view, and informative 
for the public, ” The News would 
be glad to publish it along with 
this article. 


TWO OF THE principal organisations 
of residents on Norfolk - the Society 
of Descendants of the Pitcairn Set¬ 
tlers and the Accommodation Propri¬ 
etors ' Association - have passed re¬ 
solutions calling for a re-election of 
the Island's Legislative Assembly. 

In both cases the votes were taken 
at general membership meetings. 

The Society of Descendants resolu¬ 
tion, which has been sent to all As¬ 
sembly members, says that die Soci¬ 
ety does not regard the Assembly as 
fully legitimate because it was elect¬ 
ed with a voting system which is 
unacceptable to a majority of the 
people. 

One of the objectives of the Society 
is to restore on Norfolk one of the 
historic laws of Pitcairn Island, which 
prohibited anyone from assuming 


TORRENS TITLE will be discussed for 
the first time by Norfolk's Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly on February 25th. 

The Assembly will meet at 10am 
for a special meeting with two Com¬ 
monwealth experts on the subject, 
who have done much of the ground¬ 
work required if the Torrens system 
is to be introduced here. They are 
Mr. Collins and Mr. Kennedy. 

It will not be a formal meeting of 
the House, and no official business 
will be transacted. But if Assembly 
members reach some majority view 
during the meeting, it would indi¬ 
cate which way die House could be 
expected to move later. 

The public gallery of the Assembly 
Chamber will be open, and the 
discussion will be taped for broad¬ 
casting later if the meeting proves 
interesting enough. 

There is a strong probability that 
it will. The possibility of having 
Queen Victoria's original "pepper¬ 
corn" grants replaced by a new sys¬ 
tem of "guaranteed title" is one of 
the touchiest subjects that can be 
raised with many Norfolk landowners. 

In the past. Commonwealth auth¬ 
orities have had difficulty under¬ 
standing what such landowners are 


"power or authority without the con¬ 
sent of the majority of the people." 

The Society's vote in support of the 
resolution was reportedly unanimous 
except for one abstendon. 

The Accommodation Proprietors’ 
Association, whose membership in¬ 
cludes the owners and managers of 
all of the Island's recognised accom¬ 
modation houses and hotels, resolved 
that there should be a re-election of 
the Assembly on the grounds that it 
does not represent the community 
fairly. 

Associadon president Allan Payne 
has written to the Administrator 
informing him of the resolution and 
asking him to bring it to the atten¬ 
tion of the Assembly. 

The Association's vote was unani¬ 
mous. 


worried about. The guaranteed 
title system seems far superior to 
them becuase it would clear up a 
considerable number of uncertain 
land titles on the Island^ and would 
make it less expensive and compli¬ 
cated to sell or buy land. 

Some members of the former Nor¬ 
folk Island Council also felt that 
guaranteed land titles would be a 
step forward for Norfolk. 

But such arguments have had little 
effect on residents who would rather 
go to war than see their historic 
grant documents declared no longer 
valid. 

A compromise plan has been men¬ 
tioned occasionally, in which 
change to the Torrens system would 
be entirely optional - if the owner 
wants to change, fine; if not, he 
would be welcome to stay with the 
present system. It is not known 
whether such a compromise would 
be considered practical by the Com¬ 
monwealth authorities. 

Three members of the old Council 
who were most wary and outspoken 
about the Torrens system - Geoff 
Bennett, Greg Quintal and Lisle 
Snell - failed to be elected to the 
Assembly under the proportional vot¬ 
ing method. 


Assembly will discuss 
Torrens Titles with C’wth 
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THE BgGjLNNING OF THE END OF AN ERA? 

NEW AUS. PLAN THREATENS ECONOMY 


A GREAT CHANGE in Australia’s 
duty-free shopping regulations, ex¬ 
pected soon, could have profound 
effects on Norfolk Island’s economy 
and way of life. 

According to the "Weekend Aus¬ 
tralian" of February 16th, travel¬ 
lers to Australia and Australians re¬ 
turning after overseas trips will be 
able to shop at international airport 
duty-free shops after they have 
landed. 

The inwards duty-free shopping 
privilege has been recommended 
by Australia’s Bureau of Transport 
Economics, and enthusiastically 
supported by the Minister for Trans¬ 
port, Mr. Hunt. 

The advantages to Australia in¬ 
clude added employment, added 
government revenues, a reduction 
in fuel consumed by aircraft com¬ 
ing into the country, greater safe¬ 
ty of the aircraft because of an ab¬ 
sence of hundreds of bottles of al¬ 
cohol being carried by passengers, 
and "keeping the business in Aus¬ 
tralia" rather than having people 
spend their money in Fiji, Hong 
Kong or Norfolk Island. 

There appear to be no domestic 
disadvantages to the scheme. If 
this is the case, other countries 
could be expected to adopt the 
idea also. 

The impact on Norfolk has not 
yet been thought through fully, 
but it would be significant and 
could be very far-reaching. 

On the positive side: 

• Most Norfolk shops do a consid¬ 
erable amount of business in lines 
that are not handled by Australian 
airport duty-free shops. 

• Shopping is part of the fun of a 
holiday for many people, and they 
can be expected to continue buy¬ 
ing on Norfolk if merchandise is 
reasonable value and attractively 
promoted, even if it is not offered 

"'at bargain prices. 

•The change won’t happen imme¬ 
diately. No proposed starting date 
was mentioned in the "Weekend Au¬ 
stralian" article, but a period of 
some months would seem to be nec¬ 
essary for the change-over in proce¬ 
dures. Norfolk merchants will there¬ 
fore have- ai least a brief period in 
which to get ready for the new cir¬ 
cumstances. 

• New Zealand has no known in¬ 
tention to adopt a similar policy, 
and may wait to see what Austra¬ 


lia's experience is. 

On the negative side: 

• Norfolk sales of "typical” duty¬ 
free shop merchandise - radios, 
cassette players, watches, cameras, 
perfume, cigarettes, liquor - could 
be expected to drop sharply unless 
local merchants can find a way to 
underprice Sydney airport shops, 
which are free of both duty and 
sales tax. 

• Norfolk shops handling such mer¬ 
chandise could decide to start let¬ 
ting their stocks run down, and not 
re-order. This could have an early 
effect on Administration collections 
of Customs duty. 

• Bond store sales would almost 
certainly drop if tourists can pick 
up their allowable duty-free grog 
after they get back to their home 
airport. 

• Ideas expressed by some Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly members about rais¬ 
ing future tax needs from "the rich 
merchants" may have to be aband¬ 
oned. 

• To the extent that Norfolk now 


ARSON AT 
GREENWAYS 

GREENWAYS PRESS, where the week¬ 
ly "Norfolk Islander" has been pub¬ 
lished, was destroyed by fire in the 
early hours of February 2nd. 

A Coroners' inquest on February 12 th 
found that the fire had been started 
by a "person or persons unknown". 

The proprietors, Tom and Tim Lloyd, 
were apparently uninsured for the 
loss. 

They maintained the newspaper’s 
regular production schedule, putting 
an abbreviated edition on sale six 
days after the fire. It went to press 
using a portable typewriter and a 
borrowed Gestetner duplicator in the 
laundry room of the Lloyd’s home - 
with help and good wishes from peo¬ 
ple all over the Island. 

The Norfolk Lions Club has under¬ 
taken to rebuild the building as a 
community project. Contributions 
of money, labour, and loaned equip¬ 
ment came from many residents and 
groups. 

The Lloyds have ordered new print¬ 
ing equipment, and hope to be back 
in full operation before long. 

The fire was not only a tragedy for 
the Lloyds but a blow felt by the en- 


attracts tourists because of the Isl¬ 
and’s reputation as a duty-free va¬ 
cation spot, tourism may drop off 
unless it is better promoted. This 
would have a compounded econo¬ 
mic effect throu^i most of the Isl¬ 
and, including Administration rev¬ 
enues. 

In the longer term, the change 
could bring some effects that would 
be hard on some business people, 
but welcomed by some of them and 
by many other residents; 

• An increasing air of commer¬ 
cialism on the Island, with older 
values being lost, might be revers¬ 
ed. 

• Norfolk might have to empha¬ 
sise its more wholesome aspects in 
attracting tourists - history, scen¬ 
ery, fishing, swimming, clean air, 
friendly people, old-fashioned cus¬ 
toms - rather than its appeal for 
bargain-hunters. 

•The upward pressure on popula¬ 
tion and on tourist numbers might 
ease. 


tire community. Their heroic effort 
in keeping the Norfolk Islander 
publishing on schedule regardless is 
a great service to the people of the 
Island, who regard the paper as one 
of the necessities of life here. 


Praise for new 
Bains Report 

THE VICTORIAN State government 
released on January 22nd copies of 
the new "Bains Report" on how its 
local governments should function. 

The report represents a year's work 
by a four-man Board of Review, 
chaired by Mr. Malcolm Bains, who 
became Norfolk's new "Island man¬ 
ager's* head of the public service in 
January. 

Victoria’s Minister for Local Gov¬ 
ernment said the report was"the most 
penetrating and comprehensive an¬ 
alysis of local government ever 
undertaken in this country. ” 

His announcement of the publica¬ 
tion of the report described Mr. 

Bains as "a world authority on local 
government" and said die State was 
"indeed fortunate in obtaining the 
services of a group of people of such 
impressive calibre possessing an impos¬ 
ing depth of talent and experience". 


J1 
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1978 NORFOLK CENSUS OUT-AT LAST! 


IF YOU REALLY care about Norfolk 
Island, this will be one of the most 
intriguing stories you’ve ever read - 
because it consists of facts about the 
Island that you’ve never before been 
able to be sure of. 

You may be pleased, interested, 
angered or bored by the truth, but 
here it is. This is what Norfolk Is¬ 
land looked like, only 1$ years ago. 

The facts come from the first full- 
scale census ever taken here, which 
was done on October, 1978. 

They were put into a computer in 
Brisbane, and the original census 
forms destroyed. Norfolk’s tempor¬ 
ary statistician (paid by Australia) 

Mr. M.L. Treadgold, supervised the 
census and compiled the statistical 
results. They were given to the Dep¬ 
artment of Home Affairs last year, 
and passed on to Chief Minister David 
Buffett last November. 

In February he made them available, 
telling the Assembly that he had no 
reason to keep them confidential. 

The fascinating statistics are con¬ 
tained in two documents. They are 
titled "Summary of Population and 
Dwellings", and "Social Account 
Statistics" for Norfolk Island. 

You may like to stick with your own 
previous ideas, and ignore official 
statistics. But if you want the bald 
Statistical facts about Norfolk on Octob¬ 
er 24th, 1978, here they are. 

The census counted 2,134 persons on 
Norfolk on October 24th, 1978. In¬ 
cluded were 436 tourists or visitors, 
leaving a "resident" population of 
1, 698. 

The census did not determine how 
many "residents" may be here only 
for temporary employment. There 
Were 1, 004 people with residency 
certificates; 164 who said they were 


residents but did not specify what 
sums they held; 70 on Enter-and-re- 
main permits; and 460 with tempor¬ 
ary entry permits. 

If half of the peo pie holding tem¬ 
porary entry permits actually hope 
to live permanently on Norfolk and 
half expect to move on before too 
long, the "permanent" population 
total would actually be 1,468 people. 

boy-chasing 

The census shows some surprising 
facts: 

-There is a pronounced imbalance 
between the number of males and 
females in certain age brackets. 
There were 128 children under four, 
but 76 were boys and only 52 girls. 
Between ages 15 and 19 there were 
nearly twice as many girls as boys - 
59 as against 33. (This might sim¬ 
ply be because there are. a couple 
of dozen girls that age who are on 
working holidays on Norfolk, but it 
would seem to make boy-chasing 
likely in that age bracket.) In the 
age bracket of 50-59, men strongly 
outnumber women - 118 against 94. 
And over two-thirds of residents who 
live to be older than 7 5 are women: 
40, as compared with only 17 men. 

-Well over half - 587c - of visitors 
and tourists were aged 50 or older, 
and 60^fc of all of them were women. 

-only 297c of "residents" were born 
on the island, but 347c - 578 people- 
were of Pitcairn descent. 

-Of the 1, 698 "residents", 71 
said they had some kind of handi¬ 
cap, The most frequently-mention¬ 
ed one was a handicap in sporting or 
recreational activities, 36 people. 
"Getting or holding a job" presented 
a handicap for 21 people, and 16 
said they were handicapped in acts 


of daily living - dressing, bathing, 
etc. 

-The great majority of residents 
do not carry life insurance. Only 
486 people -297c - have it. 

-There were 66 unmarried widows 
living on Norfolk, but only five un¬ 
married widowers. 

-Of the 1,291 adult residents (peo¬ 
ple 15 or older), 449 had some kind 
of post-school educational qualifica¬ 
tion. But there were only 21 with a 
bachelor’s degree, and only five 
with a master's degree. 

-There were 127 people receiving 
some form of pension or other bene¬ 
fit from Australia, and 29 people 
receiving the Norfolk Island special 
allowance. 

-All but 175 of residents over the 
age of 15 said they had some income. 
The 1,116 income-earners brought 
in a grand total of about $8,200, 000 
a year. More than half of this, some 
$4^ million, was earned by the SQPh 
of all income-earners who received 
less than $10, 000 a year each. Ap¬ 
parently about 107 c of all income, 
some $800, 000, went to the 22 peo¬ 
ple who said tbey earned more than 
$25,000 a year. 

3/4 work 

-People on Norfolk are workers. 
Almost 3/4 of all adults have pay¬ 
ing jobs, including 827c of all adult 
men and 627c of all adult women. 

-There were 953 people in the 
work force, and only 11 of them - 
four men and seven women - said 
they were unemployed at the time 
of the census. This indicates a 
Norfolk’ Island resident unemployment 
rate of of the work force, about 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT! 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 


*V?BIG 


U|TC COMES A HORSEMAN (Western)...RIDDLE OF THE SANDS (Drama) 
nilO GOODBYE EMANUELLE (Adult)...MARY POPPINS...GO TELL THE 


SCHEDULED 

Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE 


SPARTANS (War)...CARAVAN (Drama)...CLASS OF MISS MacMICH A EL I 
(Comedy).,.WORLD FULL OF MARRIED MEN (Comedy) 

- New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock^ 
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as low as such rates can get. 

-Most employed people work be¬ 
tween 35 and 44 hours a week, but 
204 worked less than that, and 326 
worked more. There were 41 people 
who said they worked 65 or more 
hours a week - no douot including 
farmers and other self-employed peo¬ 
ple. 

-Of those who described their oc¬ 
cupations, almost exactly half are 
"white collar" workers - professional, 
technical, administrative, execu¬ 
tive, clerical and sales workers - 
and half "blue collar" workers - far¬ 
mers, timber-getters, transport and 
communications workers, tradesmen 
and service workers. 

-There were 630 dwellings on Nor¬ 
folk: 303 of timber, 267 of fibro 
or asbestos, 16 of metal, 12 of con¬ 
crete block, 8 of stone and 7 of 
brick or brick veneer - and 17 made 
of “other materials". 

-only 167 of the homes were on 
agricultural land. Of all dwellings, 
177 had eight or more rooms. 

-Norfolk's percentage of home own¬ 
ership is difficult to determine from 
the census figure's because the Island's 
considerable number of temporary 
residents, who rent housing, are not 
shown separately. But of die 630 
dwellings on the Island 353 are lived 
in by their owners, and 187 are rent¬ 
ed. The proportion of permanent 
residents who own or are buying 
their homes is probably extremely 
high. 

rent paid 

-Most of the rented homes cost be¬ 
tween $20 and $40 a week - but 18 
cost less than $10 a week, and nine 
cost $50 or more. 

THE “SOCIAL Accounts Statistics" 
include eight statistical tables never 
before prepared for Norfolk, along 
with precise definitions of many terms 
used in the tables, which have to be 
exactly understood. 

Prof. Ronald Gates' forthcoming 
report on Norfolk's economy will no 
doubt offer extremely useful interpre¬ 
tations of what the tables' reveal about 
the Island. 

But here are a few highlights: 


N.I. accounts 

-Wages, salaries and "supplements" 
paid on Norfolk - which apparently 
do not include income from invest¬ 
ments or from overseas - were 
$5, 354, 000 in 1977/78. 

-Norfolk's “gross domestic product" - 
deducting the cost of all imports - 


was $10,887,000 that year. 

-Private building and construction 
on Norfolk in 1977/1978 was a 
$1, 090,000 industry. 

-Norfolk appears to have a strong¬ 
ly favourable "balance of payments" 
in its dealings with the outside 
world. In 1977/78 the Island recei¬ 
ved $12, 5 61,000 from overseas, in¬ 
cluding the Commonwealth grant 
(since discontinued) of $126,000 
and "Direct Australian Government • 
outlays" of $916,000. Much the 
biggest income earner was tourism, 
which brought in $8, 960, 000. 

The Island used its overseas income 
to pay for $7, 042, 000 of imports, 
spend $2,48^ 000 overseas on tra¬ 
vel, transport, goods and services, 
make $707,000 of dividend and 
other cash payments overseas - and 
have a favourable balance of 
$2, 327, 000. 

tax collected 


-Direct taxes on Norfolk in 1977/ 
78 were $113, 000, and indirect 
taxes were $789, 000. (Taxes were 
equal to $1,431 per household.) 

-The census was unable to take 
into account the value of what Nor- 


your A 
Island- M 

fceep* 

flcrrfotk 

decal! 


folk families grow or catch for 
their own tables or for friends, al¬ 
though this is an important part of 
the Island's real economic picture. 
But it found that over half of all 
households produce at least some of 
their own food. Over 100 households 
product four or more different types 
of their own food - for example, 
vegetables, fruit, eggs and beef. 

The two sets of statistical informa¬ 
tion from the census take sixty- 
seven pages, including notes, de¬ 
finitions and comments. Chief 
Minister David Buffett told the 
Assembly on February sixth that 
they “are available if anyone would 
like to see them". 


Potmtp Hobge ®atocrn 


NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT "BENELONG", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 



Tuesday through Saturdays from 7pm 

v_<O^^“B00KINGS: 2019-^3—" 
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EDITORIALS 


ACTION NEEDED- URGENTLY 

A $ 1 0 2 j jO-CrO SHORT-FALL in the Island’s stamp sales 
in the first six months of this financial year is an alarm-bell 
that Norfolk's largest single source of expected income is in 
trouble. 

If it is. Norfolk itself is in trouble. The Island's new 
government is spending money faster than any previous ad¬ 
ministration — over $1,500 more, every single working day, 
on the average! than was spent last year. 

If stamp sales (and all other sources of income) were 
running right on target, the Island would still be in the red 
by $284,000 in this year's budget. If stamp sales don't im¬ 
prove the loss may be closer to $500,000. 

Yet even more spending is being talked about, includ¬ 
ing a whole new social welfare system. 

The Island is in financial difficulty. The problem 
can be solved only by reducing spending, or raising more 
income, or some combination of the two. 

The most obvious way of raising more income Is, un¬ 
fortunately, the most disagreeable and perhaps most risky 
way. It is for the government to introduce large new taxes. 
There are only two kinds of people the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly can tax : residents and tourists. In the end, tourists wiU 
be handed most of the bill either way. Very few residents 
could afford to pay taxes without asking for higher wages. 
Most wage-earners will want the cost handed onward until 
someone else actually pays it out of his own pocket. 

Will tourists accept being the bunny at the end of the 
line? Will they keep on coming to Norfolk in their present 
numbers if a holiday here becomes substantially more ex¬ 
pensive? The answers would be crucial to the Island's ec¬ 
onomy. If we price ourselves out of the market a great 
many tourists will simply take their holidays somewhere 
else, and our financial problems will be even greater. 

AGAINST THAT BACKGROUND the reaction of 
the Chief Minister to the $102,000 short-fall in stamp sales 
is deeply concerning. 

The main purpose of keeping a budget is to detect 
problems early so they can be dealt with before they get 
out of hand. When a serious possible problem is defected 
a series of questions should be asked - and answered. Is 
the problem caused by something temporary, which will 
shortly cure itself? Might the problem get worse? Is it 
likely to be corrected by the effect of actions that have 
already been set in train? Are further corrective actions 
needed? If so, what alternatives are there? 

In his formal statement to the Assembly on February 
6th the Chief Minister appeared to treat the problem in 
stamp sales as a temporary one, which would be cured 
when certain payments came in. Since then he has ack¬ 
nowledged that these payments will have no effect on the 
bad result in the first half of the year.^ 


Ay Minister for Finance, as well as being Chief Minister, 
he has tire final authority and responsibility for seeing that the 
Island’s money is handled accurately and prudently. But when 
an alarm bell was ringing in Norfolk's most important source 
of income he re-assured the House that it was nothing to wor¬ 
ry about — for reasons that were just plain nonsense. 

His duty now is to notify the Assembly and the public 
that he made a mistake, and to re-present the financial po¬ 
sition as of December 31st, 1979, as it really was. 

The Chief Minister has said several times that he is 
"watching" Norfolk's financial situation very closely. Even 
if it were being done accurately, "watching" is not good en¬ 
ough. It is possible to watch money flow out until the Island's 
precious savings are exhausted and the government is broke. 

What is needed is Intelligent, firm, quick action, 
without fear or favour, to bring about a situation in which 
the Island is raising as much money as it sensibly and safely 
can - preferably without new taxes - and is spending not one 
cent more than it raises. 

The need is urgent. Nothing else comes close in im¬ 
portance . 


ASSEMBLY RE-ELECTION 

THE QUESTION OF A RE-ELECTION of the mem¬ 
bership of the Legislative Assembly is to be discussed "fully 
and openly” by the Assembly itself at its meeting on March 
11th. 

Legally a new election could be held under the tradi¬ 
tional Norfolk voting system within a month or two after 
that. 

Constitutionally it would be a grave step for the Ad¬ 
ministrator to terminate the duration of the present Assem¬ 
bly by calling an early election. But the gravity of it should 
not weigh too heavily on him. Constitutionally the electors 
have already taken a far more grave step by rejecting the 
whole basis of the Assembly’s election. Calling a new el¬ 
ection would simply be a means of giving full democratic 
effect to the referendum result. 

What do the people want done? The one sure way to 
find out is to let them say for themselves, in a new Assembly 
election. It would not need to disrupt the functions of the 
Assembly, except very briefly. It would take only a couple 
of months. It would cost only a few hundred dollars. And 
however it came out it would get rid of a problem which is 
a serious handicap to the present Assembly. 

New laws and policies are needed, some of them on 
highly contentious matters. They should be made by an 
Assembly which is the undoubted voice of the people. The 
present Assembly will always be plagued by the knowledge 
that it was elected through a voting system which the maj¬ 
ority of the people have said they do not accept. 
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‘HETTAE’- NORFOLK’S OWN 

HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 


V< 

Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 


HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? I 

Tahitian fish ] 

Banana Mudda mm lm\ 

Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 7 fl 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie J 

Norfork Island pudding 4Mbl 

It would be a shame to go back to FTA ' 

the Mainland without trying the V\\ 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. ** —■^ 

Try these interesting and delicious __ 

dishes and many others at 

Elva’s ^ 

Valley View Restauraiif^<^3 

New Cascade Road 

Telephone 2185 for reservations l SQ| t 

(open six nights a week) 
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CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

THIS IS THE WORLD'S FIRST WR1STWATCH 
TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
W FUNCTION. PLUS ALARM AND 1/1OOTH 
SECOND STOPWATCH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA 

BOTH TIME MODES. AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM. ON-THE-HOUR CHIME. AND 
1/1 OOTH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


S mZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 
CHRONOGRAPH 

TWO 24-HOUR ALARMS. A 1/1 OOTH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER - AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY. DAY, DATE & MONTH. 


CITtZK! 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM H 

EXCLUSIVE "TIME-TELLING ALARM" 1 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF THE' 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREAT WATCHES. 


O CITIZEN 


a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 











PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it i» a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES.and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
( toward Kingston, and 150 

£ yards past Queen Elizabeth 

5 Avenue you will find us. 

I Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


FOE THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolks premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am -2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5 <t a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs. open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday. Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pra Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9-12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST -WEST /MB. N,Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pmSat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood and meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way”; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
Our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
ile open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 

■ 

Ptentice’s ; "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
H*lf Sydney price. $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware. crystal, china, cufflinks etc 
-some well under \ mainland price.' 

■ 

Martin's Agencies; "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great. 


brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir; 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Kmtly Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50C. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 






PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at tht 

TRADING 

POST 




-CAMERALINES- 1 

the Minolta XG4 
is better than its competition. 


45mm 12 lens 


The first thing to do is to put the 
XG-1 into your customer’s hands. 

Let him feel its compact size, 
its light weight. 

Ask him to operate the film 
advance lever to feel its silkiness. 

Let him see how conveniently 
the controls are placed. And 
hear how the sound of the elec¬ 
tromagnetic shutter release is 
almost no sound at all. 

Because even though the XG-1 
is the most affordable Minolta 35mm 
automatic, it still handles like a Minolta. 

Now that your customer knows how well the XG- 
handles, show him how easy it is to use. 

Simply set the shutter speed dial ori A for automatic. 

Now at the 
slightest touch of 
the shutter button 
the XG-ls view¬ 
finder LED's light 
up to show the 
shutter speed the 
camera is setting. 

And that’s impor¬ 
tant if your customer 

a beginner. 

Because he’s prob¬ 
ably more familiar XG-1 shutter speed did 

with shutter speeds than f/stops. 

Viewfinder control of shutter speeds is just one benefit 
of an aperture-priority automatic. 

Here are some more advantages that you can point out: 
Aperture priority lets your customer control depth of field the 
way professionals do. 

And when he’s ready for mirror telephoto lenses or close- 
up equipment, he can use them with the XG-1 s auto-expo- 
system. He can’t do that with a shutter-priority 

□ automatic.. 

A Minolta never asks 
your customer to give up 
exposure control. 

With the XG-1, he can 
override the automatic 
exposure up to two full 
stops plus or minus the 
metered value. Some of 
the XG-l s competitors 
offer plus 1-1/2 or 2 
stops only. 


*222 



An electronic self-timer that’s a 
natural for demonstrating. 

Trip the XG-ls self-timer and a 
big red LED starts flashing. Right 
up front where it's easy to see. 




XG-1 viewfinder displays shutter speeds 


you can 
depend on it 


Make sure your customer notices that the flashing of the 
LED speeds up just before the picture is taken. We say it's the 
camera that even lets you know when to smile. 

For all its affordability, the XG-1 is still a full 
Minolta system camera. 

You can really impress your customer with the XG-l s ver¬ 
satility by showing him all the lenses and accessories it will 
accept. 

Attach the Auto Winder G and show him how he can shoot 
single frames or automatic sequences at about two frames a 
second. 

Add one of Minolta’s four X-Series Auto Electroflash units 
and demonstrate how it sets the XG-l’s shutter for flash 
operation. And the Auto Electroflash 200X and 320X can 
even synchronize with the auto winder for continuous flash 
sequences. 

Last, but certainly not least, you 
can show him how easy it is 
to change to any of Minolta's 
more than forty computer- 
designed lenses. With the 
Minolta bayonet mount, 
less than a quarter turn 
locks the lens in place. The 
Minolta system has lenses 
from 7.5mm fisheye to 
1600mm super-telephoto. 

Including macros, wide 
angle and telephoto zooms 
and special-purpose lenses. Auto Winder G. Auto EJectroflash units 
I l8Xand200X 

XG-1 

The automatic choice for value. 

it's from 
Camemlirfes. 




AGFA-GEVAERT 


ne Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON 


TUE WED 


19 February 

■Films (Pds &. LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


20 

■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


25 

■housie 


■Church services BFousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Church services BKousie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) «Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 


■Church services ■ Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) BSm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


26 

■ Films (! 


I Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant's Din (G) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■A: a (MRT8. C J) 
C'dants Din (G) 


11 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 

■ Legislative Assemblv 
Meeting (A 3.30pm) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


27 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


12 


■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

21 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


28 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRTS. 00) 


FRI 

22 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

23 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


March 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 



6 

7 

8 

■ Housie (LC) 

• Housie (RSLSpm) 

■ SDA service 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Film (RSL8. CO) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 

14 

15 

■Housie (LC) 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 

• SDA service 

■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

•Film (RSL8.00) 

■Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

•Open night (Nik) 


hISTORIC ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 
February 27th ( 1856; Sir Wm. Denison, authorised by the British Gov¬ 
ernment to arrange the Pitcairners' move to Norfolk, tells England he 
plans to give them all of Norfolk’s land. His plan was approved. 

March 2nd, 1/88; Fletcher Christian was made a Leiutenant on 
Bligh's ship, the "Bounty". 

March 7th, 1831 : The 87 people on Pitcairn were moved by England 
to Tahiti. The migration was a bad failure, and the survivors went 
back to Pitcairn. They were cautious about trying migration again. 


LOCATIONS 

A -N,T. Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 



AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 




CAMERALINES 


the Minolta XD-5 
has no competition. 





45mm f 2 lens 


Nobody else offers a camera 
like this at this price. The com¬ 
pact Minolta XD-5 is the least 
expensive multi-mode auto¬ 
matic ever made. Yet you can 
demonstrate to your customer 
that it has almost ail the features 
of the .ultimate automatic, the 
Minolta XD-11. 

Show him that for such an 
advanced camera, the XD-5 is 
remarkably uncomplicated to use. 

Set the mode selector switch on 
A for aperture priority. And let him 
see how the LED display in the view-finder shows the 
electronically timed shutter speed the camera is setting 
automatically. 

Then turn to S 
for shutter priority. 

And be sure to 
point out tfiat this 
is shutter priority 
like no other brand 
of camera has. If 
the light level 
requires that the 
shutter speed be 
changed to get the 
proper exposure, the 

camera warns him. If he ignores the warning, the camera 
goes ahead and I usts the shutter speed for him to assure 
perfect exposure. 

Now switch to M for the man¬ 
ual mode, which lets him set 
both aperture and shutter 
speed himself. With the cam¬ 
era's built-in meter as a guide. 
Exposure overrides in both 
automatic modes. 

Like the Minolta XG-1, the 
XD-5 has a full plus or minus 
two-stop override control. And 
you can show your customer how it operates in both aper¬ 
ture and shutter priority. 

Extras he wouldn’t expect in such an affordable camera. 

Show him the XD-5's variable self-timer, depth-of-field 
preview button and the handy memo holder that holds the 
end of the film box as a reminder of the film he's using. 

You can tell him he’s looking through the brightest 
viewfinder in any 35mm SLR. 


And as the 
exposure mode 
changes, so does the 
LED information that 
your customer sees in 
the viewfinder. Informa¬ 
tion that lets him go on 
taking pictures without 


away from his subject. 

The XD-5 is another low-cost way to enter 
the Minolta system. 

Bring out the accessories and show how the XD-5 
accepts the Minolta Auto Winder D for single shots or 
action sequences. Minolta flash units, including X-Series 
Auto Electroflash. And the Data Back D, which lets your 
customer record the date or other important information 
on the film frame. 

And you can assure him that the a—■»--- . 

XD-5 uses any Minolta lens ever 
made. “—*" 


XD-5 


The automatic choice for versatility. 


r 


you can |f ifs from 
dependonit. CamemUrjes. 




SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given; Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available In reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126,000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - In a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill; ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for (he other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4 : COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate”, and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
; is own member in the Australian 
i'srliament. Australia would retain 
i j 11 power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were “totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island’s new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill’s most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
, with out. lepreseptation; the exclu- 
\jbn of aify surrounding waters from 
Norfolk’s control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. ; 

Councillors asked Mr j Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 2 00- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, ■ 979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly die Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling “parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianlsation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 




the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and coven these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 


AT NORFOLK SHOPS ONLY *4 



OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2265 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 0.T.C.- International phone calls, telegrams 

(R)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

traunc mr 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 


SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. -eggs... teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serw' Items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars. ..bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




3 TOP JOBS 

PROMOTIONS to three of the top- 
rated public service positions held 
by permanent residents were made 
in February by the Public Service 
Board. 

The promotions are part of the re¬ 
organisation in the Norfolk Admini¬ 
stration following Mr. David Buffett's 
move into the Legislative Assembly 
presidency last August. He had been 
Administrative Officer, a post which 
has been only temporarily filled 
since then. 

Mr. Gil Hitch, who ha* been Re¬ 
venue Manager, has now been ap¬ 
pointed Project Officer, a class 7 
position paying $15, o84-$l6,616. 

The position has been authorised but 
unfilled until now. It is the highest 
public service position held by a per¬ 
manent resident, and is second in 
rank only to the Chief Administra¬ 
tive Officer. 

Mr. David Rodgers, formerly Reg¬ 
istrar of Companies, has been appoint 
ed Administrative Officer, taking Mr. 
Buffett’s former post. It is a class 6 
position, paying $14,294-$15,224. 

Replacing Mr. Hitch as Revenue 
Manager is Mr. Kevin Williams, 

His new post is also graded as class 
6 , with the same salary scale as the 
Administrative Officer. He is a 
Member of the Legislative Assembly 
as well, an office paying $3, 000 a 
year, bringing his total public in 
come to over $17, 000. 

The other class 6 positions in the 
public service are the Registrar and 
'he Accountant. 

One class 9 position, that of Offi¬ 
cial Secretary, has been unfilled 
since the Administrator established 
his own office separate from the Ad¬ 
ministration. His staff, paid for by 
the Commonwealth, includes die 
Official Secretary of Norfolk Island. 

It appears likely that the old Admin 
position with that title will remain 
unfilled, as a relic of history. 

The Public Service Board holds 
the authority to determine what po¬ 
sitions there should be in the public 
service, what their salaries should 
be, and who holds them. The Board 
consists of the Administrator, the 
Chief Administrative Officer, and a 
member elected by the public ser¬ 
vice officers, Mr. Brian Bates. 

The Board gives members of the 
public service a chance to object to 
Board or Administrative decisions if 
they wish to. One objection to Mr. 
Williams’ appointment was heard by 
the Board but was not upheld. 


N,Z. Device Turns Pine into Gas 


EQUIPMENT for converting wood 
into fuel gas - on a scale suitable 
for a hotel or even a farm - is now 
being produced in Auckland. 

The makers of the equipment, 
Fluidyne Research and Development 
of Henderson. N.Z,, believe it 
could provide a practical source of 
energy in the future for people on 
Pacific Islands. 

The Fluidyne "gasifier” is about 
the size of a man, and is reported¬ 
ly going to be available for under 
$3, 000. It converts wood into char¬ 
coal, burns the charcoal, and 
yields a fuel gas which will (with 
modifications) run a car or tractor, 
or provide heat for various uses. 

The gasifier will work using a var¬ 
iety of fuels - scrap wood, corn 
cobs, tree trimmings, coconut 
shells - anything that can be car¬ 
bonised to charcoal. 

According to the company the 
unit can convert 2.75kg of dry 
wood into enough gas to do the 
same amount of work as one litre 
of petrol. 

A 44-gallon drum of dry wood 
will yield enough gas to equal 


five gallons of petrol, or 4.25 gal¬ 
lons of diesel fuel. The gas that 
is produced is half non-combustible 
nitrogen, which makes it unecon¬ 
omic for high-pressure storage, but 
Fluidyne says it can be stored in 
small-scale gasometers of low- 
pressure bags. 

During World War II thousands of 
cars and trucks in Europe were con¬ 
verted to a similar process, with a 
bulky charcoal-burning tank stick¬ 
ing up out of the boot. This allow¬ 
ed them to operate on wood, at a 
time when petrol was scarce. The 
Fluidyne equipment is an advanced- 
technology version of the same idea. 

Fluidyne is run by a recently-re¬ 
tired DC10 pilot, Mr. Jack Humph¬ 
ries. He says "When you sit up the 
front of something which blows 
away 10 tonnes of kerosene an hour 
to cart 230 people, you can’t help 
thinking about energy use. H 

He believes the gasifier is a sen¬ 
sible means of using renewable, 
locally-available resources to re¬ 
place people's dependence on im¬ 
ported, non-renewable, increasing¬ 
ly costly oil. 


Norfolk Island’s 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

✓ always IN STOCK, a FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

✓FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN”. 
✓GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
✓A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

✓JAEGER — TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


MENSWEAR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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MUCH OF NORFOLK WOULD BE CALLED PART OF "AUSTRALIA'S NATIONAL ESTATE” 

^' v -- - - ” 

Heritage Commission Plans N.l. Listings 


LARGE AREAS of Norfolk are consid¬ 
ered by die Australian Heritage Com¬ 
mission to be important enough to be 
listed in its Register of Australia's 
"National Estate". 

The Director of the Commission, 

Mr. Max Bourke, visited the Island 
at the end of January to talk with 
the Assembly and interested resi¬ 
dents about what the Commission is, 
and what "listing" means. 

He spoke with a group of residents 
who live on land that the Commission 
proposes to include in die Register, 
and delivered a radio talk on the Com¬ 
mission's operations. 

The Commission has been interested 
in Norfolk for several years. The Nor¬ 
folk Island Council expressed serious 
concern about possible "take-over” 
actions by the Commission. Mr. 

Bourke met privately with the Assem¬ 
bly on January 30th, but there was 
no report at the Assembly's open 
meeting on February sixth of what, 
if anything, had been decided in 
closed session. 

Concerned residents called a public 
meeting to air the issue, but it was 
postponed at the last minute on the 
ground that more information was 
needed. 

From The New’s investigations, 
based on public material available 
from the Commission, it appears 
that no firm restrictions are placed on 
land or buildings by listing them in 
the Register. 

The Commission’s last annual re¬ 
port makes it obvious that buildings 
on the Register are sometimes great¬ 
ly altered or even demolished by 
their owners. When this seems likely, 
the Commission can ask that the 
building not be harmed - but the 
owner can do as he pleases. If he 
wrecks the building, all the Commis¬ 
sion can do is repet the loss of a 
historic place, and tike it off the 
Register. It has no power to stop 
the owner doing what he likes, or to 
impose any penalties or fines. 


Mr. Bourke said the Commission 
plans to advertise the Norfolk places 
it plans to put on the Register. The 
advertisement will probably appear 
in March. Any resulting objections 
to proposed listings will be considered. 

Experience in Australia and in other 
countries where such programs exist 
indicates that listing increases the 
resale value of a property, by certi- 
bying it as historically important. 

In 1918 the Commission proposed to 
include about 17 parts of Norfolk on 
the Register. Since that time there 
have been some proposals that it 
should include die entire Island, but 
the Commission's present aim is to 
stick basically to its 1978 thinking. 

The areas it now wants to register 
include the Kingston/Watermill 
Valley area and their enclosing hill¬ 
sides; St. Barnabas Chapel and the 
Melanesian Mission cemetery; the 
sites of convict-era settlements at 
Longridge and Cascade; all of Nor¬ 
folk's officially-proclaimed reserves, 
of which there are about 11, includ¬ 
ing the Mt. Pitt area; and Philip and 
Nepean Islands. 

The following extract from the 
Commission's latest annual report 
gives an official summary of its 
scope; 

THE REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL 
ESTATE 

In summary the Register and process 
and consequences of registration can 
be set out as follows: 

The Register as an inventory 

1. The Register is being prepared 
as a comprehensive inventory of all 
places, in Australia, being com¬ 
ponents of the natural or cultural 
environment of Australia that have: 
-aesthetic significance; 

-historic significance; 

-scientific significance; 

-social significance; or 
-other special value for future gen¬ 
erations as well as for the present 
community. 


2. Selection of places for entry in 
the Register is based on the most 
objective assessment of their nation¬ 
al estate value. When selecting a 
place for the Register the Commis¬ 
sion does not consider current or 
proposed ownership, management 

or use of the place. 

3. The Commission's objectives 
for the Register are: 

•to make a comprehensive list of 
all the places in Australia which 
have national estate value. 

-to educate Australians, by means 
of this list about the natural and 
cultural history of their country. 

-to give all decision makers, in¬ 
side and outside government, ob¬ 
jective information to help them 
make better decisions. 

-to do its best to see that Com*- 
monwealth decisions and actions 
related to listed places are taken 
as thoughtfully and carefully as 
possible. 

Section 30 of the Australian Heri¬ 
tage Commission Act 

1. The requirements of the Aus¬ 
tralian Heritage Commission Act 
are directed only at the Cbmmon- 
wealth, not at State or local gov¬ 
ernments, corporations not owned 
by the Commonwealth or indivi¬ 
duals. Hov ever, any type of pro¬ 
perty whether publicly or privately 
owned may be included in the 
Register. 

2. Section 30 of the Commis¬ 
sion's Act requires that Common¬ 
wealth Ministers, departments and 
authorities, when making decisions 
or taking action affecting a listed 
place, ''take no action which ad¬ 
versely affects a place on the Reg¬ 
ister unless there is no feasible and 
prudent alternative; take only such 
action as will minimise adverse 
effect; inform the Commission be - 
fore taking such action and give the 
Commission reasonable opportunity 
to consider die proposed action”. 

3. The responsibility for deciding 
what constitutes adverse effect, feas¬ 
ible and prudent alternatives, and 
action to minimise adverse effect 
rests with the Minister responsible 
for the proposed action e. g. in a 
mineral export licence situation, 
with the Commonwealth Minister 
responsible for mineral export 
licences. 

4. Decisions or actions affecting 
a place in or proposed for the Regi¬ 
ster remain with the responsible 


HA! 

THE NEWS normally concentrates on the Norfolk events and trends 
that seem to have serious significance on our small Island, but we 
believe it is worth interrupting this straight-faced reporting to tell 
you about a conversation between a resident and a tourist last week. 

"IT'S A LOVELY ISLAND," said the visitor, a pleasant woman 
of middle age. "We had such a nice night out last night, at a rest¬ 
aurant called ’Barney Duffy's'”. 

"But what a strange man it must be that owns it -- living in a 
hollow tree! " 
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Nominations for the Register 

1. Nominations are made to the 
Commission. 

2. Nominations received to date 
by the Commission have been made 
by State governments, and their dep¬ 
artments and authorities, local gov¬ 
ernments, voluntary bodies and in¬ 
dividuals. 

3. The Commission refers nomin¬ 
ations (other than State government 
nominations and nominations from 
National Trusts for classified places) 
to specially appointed expert panels, 
or recognised expert bodies. 

4. The Commission sends all nom¬ 
inations, other than those made by 
recognised expert bodies or by gov¬ 
ernments, to the relevant State/Terr¬ 
itory government department for com* 
ment before making any decision. 

5. If the Commission then con¬ 
siders that a place should be listed, 
section 23 of the Act requires it to 
advertise its intention. 

6. Once advertised, any person 
has a minimum period of three 
months under the Act to make ob¬ 
jections. 

7. The Commission also writes to 
local governments, and to owners 
where they can be identified. 


8. Where there are no objections 
the Commission proceeds to Regis¬ 
ter and advertises again in the 
same way. 

9. The Commission examines 
all objections very carefully. 

-It appoints as expert assessment 
team. 

-The team visits the place. 

-The objector is invited to meet 
the team. 

-The Commission itself reaches 
the final decision on each place. 

10. There are also procedures for: 

-reversing a decision to list after 
advertisement but before placing it 
on the Register (subsection 23(3)); 

-removal from the Register (sec¬ 
tion 24); 

-entering places on the Register 
in accordance with directions ot tne 
Minister following a report under 


pact of Proposals) Act 1974. 

The Commission believes that the 
Register should contain; 
for the natural environment; 

1. A representative list of those 
places which demonstrate the main 
stages and processes of Australia's 
geological and biological history. 

2. Rare or outstanding natural 


phenomena, formations, features, 
including landscapes and seascapes. 

3. Habitats of endangered species 
of plants and animals. 

4. Wilderness, forests, and sel¬ 
ected habitats and phenomena 
which, being readily accessible to 
populated areas, are as valuable as 
the rarer but less accessible places 
in the same categories. 

for the cultural environment: 

5. Significant rock art galleries, 
ceremonial grounds and sacred 
sites, quarries and shell mounds, 
rocks and earth arrangements, and 
important historical and archaeo¬ 
logical sites of the Aboriginal 
peoples. 

6. Representative examples of 
the main stages of Australia's archi¬ 
tectural and building history. 

7. Monuments and historical land¬ 
marks, buildings, urban conserva¬ 
tion areas and precincts which pos¬ 
sess architectural, social, cultural, 
aesthetic, historical or biographi¬ 
cal importance, or other special 
values. 

8. Buildings, bridges, roads, 
fences, urban and rural settings, 
and other structures or ruins which 
especially illuminate past ways of 
living, working or travelling. 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Softana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (HI.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Norfolk Included in Historic Pacific Talks 


FOR THE FIRST time in history. 
Norfolk Island will take a full part 
in political discussions as one of the 
islands of the South Pacific this 
March. 

Chief Minister David Buffett will 
be one of the heads of Pacific islands 
governments who will meet in Hono¬ 
lulu March 26-29 to discuss the 
islands* economic, political, gov¬ 
ernmental, and social future. 

The conference has been organized 
by the East-West Center, a Honolulu 
institution, with the support of the 
South Pacific Commission and the 
South Pacific Forum. 

The South Pacific Commission 
covers almost all South Pacific coun¬ 
tries and territories including Norfolk, 
but has traditionally banned any pol¬ 
itical discussion in its meetings. The 
Forum was started by newly-indepen- 
dent Pacific islands who realised 
they had to talk politics - but it ad¬ 
mits only fully self-governing islands. 

The Honolulu conference will set 
a historic precedent by including all 
island countries and territories, and 


"THE IDEA OF A'conference to be 
attended by heads of government 
from all countries and territories in 
the Pacific region and by representa¬ 
tives from "outside" countries and 
international organizations was seen 
as both important and timely. The 
region already has two forums for 
regional consultations and discus¬ 
sions in the South Pacific Forum 
and the South Pacific Conference, 
but participation in the former is 
limited to independent and self-gov¬ 
erning countries in the region and in 
the South Pacific Conference dis¬ 
cussions are limited to economic 
and social development issues. The 
proposed Program was seen as sup¬ 
plementary to these two institutions. 

"Several participants expressed 
concern regarding the degree of 
genuine commitment by the East- 
West Center and, by association, 
the United States to cooperate with 
the Pacific Islands with this program. 
The nature of the relationship be¬ 
tween the East-West Center and the 
U.S. government was also consider¬ 
ed. Is the East-West Center an in¬ 
dependent academic institution? 

Is a concern for the region by the 
U.S. government reflected in the 
Center's interest? 


opening the floor to political mat - 
ters. Non-self-governing territories 
such as Norfolk will be able to speak 
up for themselves, rather than through 
the metropolitan countries which ad¬ 
minister them. 

The main metropolitan countries 
interested in the Pacific will also be 
represented at the conference, but 
the East-West Center says their prin¬ 
cipal gain by being there should be 
getting a clearer understanding of 
the development concerns ot the Paci¬ 
fic Islanders. 

The News considers the forthcoming 
conference so important for Norfolk’s 
future that this issue includes very 
extensive quotations from the report 
of the committee which discussed 
the idea of the conference, and made 
plans for it, last year. The report 
may come to be seen as a milestone 
in Norfolk's progress toward fully re¬ 
gaining the right to manage its own 
local affairs, with the understanding 
and support of the other Pacific 
islands and of Australia. 


"In the ensuing discussions, it be¬ 
came clear that the Program arose 
from a genuine desire by the East- 
West Center to cooperate and work 
with the Pacific Island countries/ 
territories. It was accepted that 
only the U.S. government could 
answer the question of its own de¬ 
gree of commitment but it was gen¬ 
erally felt that U. S. actions in 
relation to the Conference and the 
program would give a clear indica¬ 
tion of die extent of its interests 
and motivation. 

"The small size and limited re¬ 
sources of island countries in the 
region underlines the need for region¬ 
al cooperation on matters of com ¬ 
mon interest and concern. Region¬ 
al cooperation can succeed only if 
all countries and territories in the 
region feel that they have full and 
equal opportunities for participa¬ 
tion in regional discussions and 
• consultations. Furthermore, 
these regional discussions, if con¬ 
cerned with the development of the 
island states or the region as a 
whole, can no longer be realistical¬ 
ly limited to economic and social 
development issues. Economic and 
social development programs are 
decided by political governments 


so that development issues cannot 
be considered in isolation from pol¬ 
itical concerns. Finally, countries 
aspire to be self-reliant. 

"In the development of the Pac¬ 
ific Islands as part of our interdepen¬ 
dent world community, however, 
there is a need to secure greater re¬ 
cognition and acceptance of special 
development needs and problems, 
as well as the place and role of the 
Pacific peoples in the world commun¬ 
ity. The participants felt that there 
could be no better opportunity to 
include representatives from "out¬ 
side” countries and international or¬ 
ganizations in their discussions on 
development problems than the pro¬ 
posed Conference. Meetings are 
held almost every week or month in 
or about the Pacific region. Some 
are important while others are of 
questionable value. The partici¬ 
pants in this meeting concluded that 
the Conference, to be held in March, 
is important in that it will allow rep¬ 
resentatives from all Pacific Island 
states to meet and discuss their dev¬ 
elopment goals and problems. It 
will also allow for the identification 
of priority areas where research and 
training programs are required to es¬ 
tablish alternative solutions to meet 
both immediate needs and long-term 
goals as laid out by the governments 
concerned. Finally, there is need 
for better understanding between the 
peoples and leaders of the Pacific 
Islands and the rest of the world com - 
munity in which the Pacific peoples 
aspire to play a larger role. 

"The meeting believed that the 
March conference should fulfill a 
vital role in: 

•involving all island countries and 
territories in the region in equal 
participation; 

•involving representatives of other 
interested countries and international 
organizations; 

•discussing matters of interest to 
the whole Pacific region, which re¬ 
quire a regional audience or a wider 
forum than available hitherto; 

•promoting greater understanding 
of the goals, policies and problems 
of Pacific island peoples and their 
governments. 

"WHAT IS TO BE ACHIEVED BY 
THE"Ct>WEREFfgE - 

"The Conference, the meeting a- 
greed, will have achieved its purpose 
if it succeeds: 

"(1) in serving as a vehicle which 


PLAN FOR THE CONFERENCE 




island leaders can utilize to exchange 
ideas and experiences on all topics 
of relevance and interest to island 
countries and territories in the 
region; 

"(2) in serving as a forum where 
the island leaders can collectively 
inform, invite the attention of, and 
discuss with representatives of "out¬ 
side" countries and international 
organizations the special needs and 
problems of the region and their 
role and place in the world commun¬ 
ity; 

"(3) in agreeing on recommenda¬ 
tions for a pragmatic program based 
on the issues island leaders define as 
having top priority, which can be 
followed up by the East-West Center 
Pacific Islands Development Program, 
other institutions Interested in the 
welfare of peoples in the Pacific 
Islands, and by cooperating regional 
organizations, as appropriate, in rel¬ 
ation to the development needs of 
the Pacific Islands. The Program 
should be practically oriented in 
that its aim will be, through research 
and training, to promote practical 
and appropriate alternatives for solu¬ 
tions to problems. Decisions on what 
is appropriate, of course, must lie 
with the countries and peoples in the 
Pacific Islands. 

"THE ROLE OF THE EAST-WEST 


"The East-West Center recognizes 
that over the last decade, its role 
in the Pacific Islands has been a 
minor one, and that during this time, 
the capabilities of several institu¬ 
tions have been greatly expanded. 
These include particularly the South 
Pacific Bureau for Economic Cooper¬ 
ation (SPEC), the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission (SPC) to operational arms 
and secretariates of the South Pacific 
Forum and the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence respectively. Other Pacific in¬ 
stitutions have also expanded their 
research and training capabilities, 
including the University of Hawaii, 
University of the South Pacific; the 
University of Papua New Guinea; 
the University of Guam, and the 
Institute for Applied Social and 
Economic Research (IASER)... 

"The meeting recognized that a 
certain amount of scepticism exists 
about the ability of the East-West 
Center to work effectively in the 
Pacific Islands and whether anything 
worthwhile for the Pacific Islands 
could come out of the proposed pro¬ 
gram. This view has been expres¬ 
sed on several occasions by indivi¬ 
duals in island countries/territories 




NORFOLK'S ATTENDANCE at the conference in Hawaii will be at no cost to 
the Island. Accommodation will be provided for all the heads of state once 
they arrive. Chief Minister David Buffet’s air fares will be paid from a fund 
of several thousand dollars established about a year ago, through private don¬ 
ation. to be used to help establish Norfolk Island's identity in the Pacific. 


at regional educational institutions 
and in some agencies in metropol¬ 
itan countries. A demonstrated 
willingness to cooperate with other 
regional institutions would do much 
to remove these doubts. Other 
negative views noted included the 
notion, held in some international 
Institutions, that the Pacific Islands 
are so small as to be insignificant 
in global terms. The idea that all 
conferences and research programs 
were a waste of time, talent and 
money, which could be better ex¬ 
pended directly on development 
projects, was also reviewed. Ano¬ 
ther widespread perception noted 
was that die "super powers" were 
interested in assisting in the dev¬ 
elopment only of countries of stra¬ 
tegic importance to them, that the 
assistance was as often military as 
economic, and that with very few 
exceptions the Pacific islands were 
of little geopolitical interest. The 
meeting felt that these ideas are 
important and cannot be dismissed 
lightly, but that perhaps they may 
be dispelled over time as the pro¬ 
posed program demonstrates its 
worth in a practical way... 
RESOLUTION 

In its deliberations, the planning 
meeting was very careful to note 
that the broad issues the Conference 
and program should be addressing 
are of vital concern, to the future 
of Pacific Island countries/terri¬ 
tories. The meeting, therefore... 
recommends that the following 
broad headings should be used to 
provide guidance for the March 
1980 Conference of leaders of 
governments and officials: 

" a. Goals and Development Stra¬ 
tegies for the Pacific Islands as a 
Region. 

" b. The Pacific Islands in die 
World Community. 

" c. Regional Cooperation 
" d. Administrative and Govern¬ 
ment Structures Appropriate to 
Pacific Island Countries/Territories. 
” e. Cultural Development and 
Conservation 
" f. Energy 

"The six broad categorizations 
are listed and explained briefly in 
the following sections. 

"a. Goals and Development Stra¬ 
tegies for the Pacific Islands as a 
Region 

"The establishment of goals and 
die working out of appropriate stra¬ 
tegies for economic and social 
development are governed primar¬ 
ily by the priorities set by individual 
countries in the context of their own 


perception of their values and as¬ 
pirations. 

"It is recognized, however, that 
some of these goals will be common¬ 
ly shared. There is little doubt, for 
instance, that most Pacific Island 
countries are committed to making 
the fullest possible use of their nat¬ 
ural, financial, human, and cultur¬ 
al resources toward improving the 
well-being of their people. The 
eventual goal of self-reliance is 
also widely shared. 

"The achievement of the desired 
goals will depend on die develop¬ 
ment of a set of strategies from 
which die most effective and appro¬ 
priate may be chosen by each coun¬ 
try. The evolution of such strategies 
will be one of the most important 
and valuable areas on which this 
development project could work, 
once the leaders are able to declare 
what the shared goals are. 

"However, it is fully appreciated 
that the aggregation of national ob¬ 
jectives and strategies will not nec¬ 
essarily be the same objectives and 
strategies for the Pacific Islands as 
a region. Some of the desired re¬ 
gional goals could be: 

“1. A stronger lntraregional dev¬ 
elopment program. 

“2. A clean Pacific Ocean: re¬ 
source management and environmen¬ 
tal policies. 

"3. A greater degree of ownership 
among Pacific peoples of corporate 
businesses working in the region and 
better access to the benefits to be 
derived from commercial develop¬ 
ment in the region. 

“4. A satisfying way of life which 
is principally Pacific in character. 

“5. A greater participation of the 
region in the international commun¬ 
ity. 

"Some of the elements in these 
strategies are already widely accept¬ 
ed. Others may well require further 
discussion, research, and review. 

"Examples include: 

- the need to weigh carefully the 
benefits to be expected from dev¬ 
elopment realizing problems cre¬ 
ated in the process of change, so 
that the most good may be achieved. 

-die need to ensure that the Bene¬ 
fits of development are widely and 
equitably shared rather than, as is 
the case in many developing coun¬ 
tries, widening the gap between 


different groups in the societies. 

-the requirement that development 
results in the creation of local in¬ 
vestment opportunities, more em - 
ployment, less underemployment or 
unemployment, the widening of the 
available skills, better manpower 
training, and the acceptance of ap¬ 
propriate demographic policies. 

-die necessity of improving the 
life-style of rural communities and 
of achieving a balance in develop¬ 
ment effort between meeting the 
basic human needs of village peo¬ 
ple and those of urban dwellers. 

• the means of achieving continued 
or, preferable, accelerated econom¬ 
ic growth propelled by the support 
of the people affected, based upon 
their understanding of the process 
and its goals. 

-the need to improve food supplies 
(land and marine) and nutrition 
strategies, to meet local, regional 
and world community needs. 

-the enlargement of the role that 
women play in development. 

-the continuation of the search 
for appropriate technology and the 
best ways of transferring it. 

-the better incorporation of the 
resources, inspi.ation and skills of 
religious organizations into the dev¬ 
elopment process. 

"b. The Pacific Islands in the 
World Community 
"In considering social, political, 
and economic issues, the Pacific 
Islands are not only entities but also 
individually and as a group are an 
integral part of the world commun¬ 
ity. There is no doubt that inter¬ 
national issues and actions have 
great impact on the livelihood of 
peoples in island countries/territor¬ 
ies. However, in considering appro¬ 
priate strategies for national dev¬ 
elopment, island countries/terri¬ 
tories must take into consideration 
the international setting. 

"The Pacific Island countries/ter¬ 
ritories are greatly affected by glo¬ 
bal events. Frequently adversely 
affected, they must endeavor to 
overcome a feeling of powerless¬ 
ness as best they can. In pursuing 
matters at the international level in 
trying to lessen adverse effects or 
derive the benefits available, their 
voices, individually and even com¬ 
bined are frequently not heard or, if 
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audible, are brushed aside. Obvi¬ 
ously, relative isolation, smallness, 
and limited resources are having an 
effect here. Nonetheless, in a decade 
which has been marked by an increas¬ 
ing concern for equitable development, 
independence, human rights, and the 
meeting of basic human needs, there 
must be ways and means to ensure not 
only that the international commun¬ 
ity listens but that the island coun- 
tries/territories play their role as 
integral partners in the international 
community. 

"In consideration of these aspects, 
there are a multitude of specific is¬ 
sues of special concern. Although 
the meeting apeed on many of these 
issues, it was believed that in addres¬ 
sing them some emphasis should be 
given to achieving equity in internat¬ 
ional forums, allowing the island 
countries/territories to receive as well 
as to give for the benefit of the peo¬ 
ples. It is for this reason that the 
meeting felt that the topic of "The 
Pacific Islands in the World Commu¬ 
nity, " through broad, 
nity," though broad, is an appropri¬ 
ate category for consideration by the 
Conference. 

"Under this broad category, the 
meeting agreed that the following spe¬ 
cific issues, amongst others which 
are essentially international in nature, 
should be considered; 

-The Pacific Islands as a zone of 
peace, especially in relation to sec¬ 
urity and power politics. 

-Ocean Resources and the Law of die 
Sea; Political issues, finance technol¬ 
ogy, and resource management which 
will affect future prospects of Island 
countries/territories. 

-Development Assistance: The con¬ 
cern is with what form of assistance 
and strategies for more effective ut¬ 
ilization. Is there a need for more, 
and if so in what areas? 

-International Forums; What may 
be considered to be appropriate stra¬ 
tegies for better Pacific Islands parti¬ 
cipation? 

-The Pacific Community and die 
Pacific Islands; The idea of the Pac¬ 
ific Community Is developing rapidly, 
and it seems that economically it may 
be extremely active in the next few 
decades. Where do the Pacific Is¬ 
lands fit in? What should be their 
role? 

-The Pacific Islands and the New 
International Economic Order; 

Though NIED is still ambiguous, it 
has become a driving force and im¬ 
portant that the Pacific Islands ex¬ 
amine their role ini it. 

-Foreign Policies in the Pacific 
Islands: Cooperation or confronta¬ 
tion? • - 



UlT’S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RG A IN-H U N TERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE’LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. ” 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" -- 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"" 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



Vt&n laecy 

MASTEFFIEC 


TELEPHONE 2358 
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-Relations with non-Pacific Islands 
Regional Organizations, e. g., 
ASEAN, EED, etc. 

-Migration issues: internal, intra- 
regional and international, includ¬ 
ing the movement of the educated 
out of the islands. 

? c. Regional Cooperation 

"The concept of cooperation with¬ 
in the Pacific region has not only 
been frequently articulated by some 
of the Island leaders but generally 
accepted also as an important and 
appropriate Pacific development 
strategy. Regional cooperation has 
been possible in project implemen¬ 
tation and in the presentation and 
pursuit at some forums of Pacific 
issues. 

"Experience has so far shown that 
regional cooperation has been more 
successful when the control and 
management of institutions/projects/ 
corporations are on a national basis. 
In other areas, sub-regional institu¬ 
tions have been established and it 
may be too early to judge their suc¬ 
cess, However, there may be in¬ 
stances where other forms of region¬ 
al cooperation may be more effec¬ 
tive and appropriate. 

"There is no question that regional 
cooperation is a goal that is vital 



Pork chops 


Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving the 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one ol the following: 

Vi cup canned mushrooms in 
butter :■ /;' 7 ; .. 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vi cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT• 



for the future of the Pacific Islands. 
The question that was raised in the 
meeting is that if regional coopera¬ 
tion is indeed a necessary strategy 
of Pacific development, and the 
meeting fully endorses this view, 
there is a very urgent need to ex¬ 
amine this concept much more thor¬ 
oughly with respect to its applica¬ 
bility. The basic questions which 
need asking are; 

“1. When is regional cooperation 
appropriate? 

"2. What form/type of regional co¬ 
operation is most suitable? 

"3. In which areas/issues/projects 
would regional cooperation be most 
effective? 

"Moreover, in considering the Pa¬ 
cific Islands in the world community 
it is also appropriate to consider 
whether, and in what form, a region¬ 
al approach would be the most ef¬ 
fective way of ensuring that the 
Pacific Islands do not only find them¬ 
selves in the international commun¬ 
ity but are also a part of it. 

"d. Government and Administra¬ 
tive Systems 

"The Pacific Island countries/ 
territories represent a broad range 
of political systems and administra¬ 
tive structures. Many of these are 
based on systems negotiated at the 
time that power was transferred or 
independence attained. Several are 
now over a decade old and their suc¬ 
cess may be properly assessed. The 
suitability of ma r y of these admin¬ 
istrative systems is being questioned. 

"Moreover, the appropriateness of 
a range of administrative structures 
for Pacific countries/territories has 
been a matter for considerable debate. 

"It is considered most appropriate 
for the Conference and the program, 
given the scattered nature of the 
island sates, to address the matter 
of the effect of the resource con¬ 
straints under which many of them 
operate, and the different stages of 
development-- 

"a) what are the most appropriate 
government systems in those circum¬ 
stances. Is it the Westminster model? 
Is it the Federal system? Are there 
any other alternatives, considering 
traditional forms as part of the mi¬ 
lieu in which the islands have to 
live and develop? 

“b) What should be .the most appro¬ 
priate administrative system, in 
terms of form, size and degree of 
centralization. For small, single¬ 
island countries/tenitories, perhaps 
centralized structures may be inev¬ 
itable. . For others where the land 
mass is greater, where islands are 
scattered, or communication is a 
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major obstacle, a different structure 
may perhaps be more effective. 

"e. Cultural Development and 
Conservation 

"Although Pacific Island states 
are fully committed to development, 
it is recognized that rapid social and 
cultural change occurring in the 

region poses a threat to traditional 
beliefs and ways of life. Pacific 
island peoples value their heritages, 
and they have responded to the 
threat of cultural erosion by institu¬ 
ting programs and policies for cultur¬ 
al development and conservation. 

"There has been considerable de¬ 
bate over the general philosophies 
associated with rapid social and cul- 
tural change. However, a number 
of specific issues related to cultural 
development and preservation need 
further attention by Pacific Island 
leaden and governments. 

"Examples are: 

"(1) What policies promoting cul¬ 
tural development and conservation 
exist or should exist? 

"(2) What efforts should be made 
to record traditional beliefs and prac¬ 
tices which may be lost in the near 
future? Who should do the recording? 

"(3) W ays and means of developing 
cultures based on heritage but looking 
to the future, in view of the fact that 
Pacific Islands want to develop social¬ 
ly, politically, and economically. 

"(4) What are the effects of educa¬ 
tion and development programs on is¬ 
land cultures? 

"(5) How can mutual respect and 
understanding of the island cultures 
be enhanced throughout the region 
and in the international community? 

”(6) Ways and means of ensuring 
that Pacific languages are not only 
retained but their teaching and usage 
are enhanced. 

”(?) To what extent are urbaniza¬ 
tion, tourism, and exposure to inter¬ 
national mass media having a nega¬ 
tive effect on cultural development? 

"f. Energy 

"Most, if not all, of the Island coun¬ 
tries are dependent on different forms 
of imported energy. Though some 
countries may have capacities to re¬ 
duce their dependence by substituting 
local sources of energy for imports, 
many may still depend on energy from 
abroad in the indefinite future for 
their needs. 

"Some of die Island countries have 
undertaken research programs and 
studies in certain fields of alternative 
source* of energy to lessen their de¬ 
pendence on imported fuel. In some 
of these fields, substantial direct im¬ 
pact can be seen in the sectors of 
food supply, agriculture, and trans¬ 
port. 


"Some of the areas where greater 
immediate attention could be direct¬ 
ed are: Water Resources, Solar En¬ 
ergy, Thermal Energy, Solid Fuels, 
Wind Power, Natural Gas, and Oil 
Exploration. 

“It may be appropriate in this 
instance to undertake a coordinated 
research effort which should include, 
where relevant, the work already 
undertaken by some of the island gov¬ 
ernments. What may also be useful 
at this stage is an indication of the 
priority areas for further research. 

"In essence, there should be prior¬ 


ity given to programs that address 
themselves to alternative energy 
sources for Pacific Island countries, 
not only because of the great impact 
imported fuel has on their develop¬ 
ment but because Imported energy 
in any form hat become essential to 
life. The consideration of appro¬ 
priate technology is also of impor¬ 
tance because of issues related to in¬ 
creased mechanization and depen¬ 
dence on technology that may use a 
large amount of energy but may not 
be the most suitable for Island states 
especially the smaller ones." 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
-V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOUDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.BOX 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


GOOD READING 



‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS'. 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCY. BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL ThE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 
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97je Ylorfolk j\lterr}ative 

ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES_WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


WE ARE ENTERING a period of uncer¬ 
tainty, where norms of the recent 
past can no longer be taken for grant¬ 
ed. Scarcity may replace the pre¬ 
sent common abundance. 

A future war, technological change, 
and overseas strike actions all mean 
increased vulnerability to remote 
islands like Norfolk. 

The ability of our community to 
change external events, or even 
modify them, is almost nil. We 
should recognise now the problems 
that we might have to face in the 
coming years. 

This occasional series of articles is 
an attempt to define some of the re¬ 
sponses that are within our capacity 
as individuals and as a commuiuty. 

For though the external events are be¬ 
yond our effective influence, the re¬ 
sponses we make to those events are 
largely within our control. We have 
the resources, the land, the sea, and 
the people. All we need is the 
knowledge and the will. 

In all communities in all times the- 
most valued resource is the people, ^ 
and in this we are fortunate. The 
Norfolk community is made up of 
many races and many nationalities, 
each bringing and giving something 
to the whole, in art, craft, know¬ 
ledge, ability, skills and outlooks; 
in education and experience, in 
humour and philosophy, in science 
and in manners. Our basic fabric, 
the Islanders, have been well tested 
in their history in their ability to sur¬ 
vive--and survive well. Their 
skills and outlooks provide an on¬ 
going infra-structure on which we 
can build and modify to meet our 
changing circumstances. 

To meet our times we may need 
to simplify our life styles. The 
Island is well suited, almost ideally 
so, for simpler living. It has a mild 
climate with plentiful rain and 4 
mild temperatures, a fertile soil, an 
enormous range of both exotic and 
indigenous plants and trees, and a 
relatively small population surround¬ 
ed by seas full of fish. Nature has 
indeed been kind to us. 

Energy 

We have become heavily dependent 
on external sources of energy. We 
have some choices to make in the 


event of disruption of supply. 

1. Scarcity may ration our energy 
use. 

2. Cost may ration our energy use. 

3. Alternative supply may over 
come energy shortage, 

4. Change of life style may over¬ 
come energy shortage. 

It is likely that all these factors, 
and more, may combine together. 

It is not difficult to see each factor 
in isolation. 

1. Scarcity. 

Should a fuel tanker not arrive, the 
diesel generators for the electricity 
supply would be rationed. There 
would be power cuts,,.short at first 
bult becoming increasingly longer 
until only essential emergency ser¬ 
vices were continued. 

The typef of generators we have 
are ill-siifed to ibw demands. 

They are either running, and supply¬ 
ing most of the Island, or they are 
not. We should consider re-introduc¬ 
ing a small 50KW generator for em¬ 
ergency use. 

Most houses are geared to electri¬ 
city and have few alternative sour¬ 
ces such as a kerosene lamp, can¬ 
dles, copper boiler or windmill 
water supply pump. Should the gas 
supply be disrupted, most houses 
would not be able to cook a meal. 

A scarcity of petrol would immobi¬ 
lise many residents for the duration 
of the shortage. 

2. Cost 

It is unlikely that the cost of fuel 
will fall. It is most probable that 
it will continue to rise. The Puegot 
Company in France recently con¬ 
ducted a survey of petrol use and 
published figures that indicated 
that petrol would have to rise to the 
equivalent of $10 per gallon before 
people would forgo the use of their 
vehicles. But suppose petrol does 
reach $10? What happens then? Do 
we have class division on die basis 
of whether you can afford to pay the 
price of fuel? It would seem so. 

In a small community this would 
be a very unwelcome event. It 
could become inevitable unless we 
develop alternatives. 

3. Alternatives. 

There are alternatives, alive (as in 
horses) and well (as in pushbikes), 


But apart from those obvious ones, 
we walk--unless we can find some 
viable alternative fuel supply. Re¬ 
cent research suggests there are 
dozens of theoretical alternatives 
and solutions, at a technical level. 
Most of them would be far too cap¬ 
ital intensive, or beyond our physi¬ 
cal capabilities. However there 
are some that do seem to have a 
direct application for small com¬ 
munity groups. This is a very wide 
subject. We will leave it for the 
moment and come back later. 

4. Lifestyle 

It is in this area we can be the most 
hopeful, for it is here that the indiv¬ 
idual can show the Initiatives that 
suit him best. People living on this 
Island have for generations lived a 
low-input life style, and it can be 
seen to work. This provides the es¬ 
sential, practical guidance for every¬ 
one's opportunity. Up until World 
War 11, the entire imported energy 
use of the average Island family was 
probably limited to a tin of kerosene 
(4 gallon at that) every month or so. 
Other energy use was what was avail¬ 
able to their hand in food, horses 
and oars. 

I am not suggesting we all immed¬ 
iately return to those days. But it 
is worth realising that for many 
middle-aged and older Norfolk peo¬ 
ple, that was the life they grew up 
with--and there is a certain nostal¬ 
gia associated with those memories. 

Alternative technology covers a 
very wide range of sciences and dis¬ 
ciplines. Many of them are as yet 
only laboratory tested. The princi¬ 
ples involved will no doubt be of 
use to us some time in die future. 

But this series of articles win concen¬ 
trate on those of mare immediate 
relevance to Norfolk’s particular 
situation. 

There is a basic common philos¬ 
ophy uniting most alternative-tech¬ 
nology development. It is of signif¬ 
icant value for us to recognise this 
philosophy and its applications. 
Briefly, it is stated as "nature pro¬ 
vides us with usable solutions to our 
problems if we will only simplity 
our demands". 

Our western-type society seems to 
demand and use single-purpose pro¬ 
ducts. For example, a cup: a com- 
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plex manufacturing process turns out 
an article with one single purpose, 
to hold something. For example, a 
motor vehicle: for transport. For 
example, a road: for transport. 

And so on and on and on. 

Nature seems to do things different¬ 
ly. Nature's efforts are inter¬ 
dependent and fulfill various rolev 
apparently conforming to some very 
large scale plan which is beyond 
our comprehension at the outer edges, 
but quite clearly understood by us in 
a small scale. For example, the 
sea: a medium in which fish live, 
we swim in, we travel over. For 
example, fire: we cook with, warm 
ourselves, manufacture with. 

Water puts out the fire... and yet 
can vaporise the water. These phen¬ 
omena caused the ancients endless 
perplexities. We still haven't 
learned to adapt our thinking to 
nature's methods. It is a task of 
alternative technology to do just 
this. Man in the past was better 
integrated with both his problems 
and nature’s solutions. His demands 
were simpler, and the smaller scale 
made his solution's simpler. Rocks 
were for throwing or building a house: 
trees were for burning, hiding in, 
making boats from, and so on. This 
"nuts-and-bolts" look at nature on 
Norfolk may be what die next de¬ 
cade requires. If we ask the right 
questions of nature, we may get the 
right answers--or at least answers 
that will serve. 

Norfolk Island. 

The most obvious aspect about Nor¬ 
folk is that it is an island where 
trees grow very well. 

This so-obvious vact may be the 
ideal focus for concentrated at¬ 
tempts for greater Norfolk self- 
sufficiency. 

It is no accident that trees grow 
well here. The soil is a complex of 
basalts in various stages of breakdown, 
very deep and very fertile. The 
Island is broken up into over 100 
small sheltered valleys. These 
valleys lie mainly at' right angles 
to the major weather systems and 
prevailing winds. 

Most of the land is at an elevation 
of between 350 and 1000 ft. --a 
height that often acts as a rainfall 
trigger mechanism, a situation com¬ 
mon to many Pacific Islands of vol¬ 
canic origin. Generally the humid¬ 
ity is above t>07c--a fact that lowers 
leaf stress during the periodic dry 
periods. The cyclic nature of the 
wet and dry periods probably en¬ 
hances tree root development, by 
what we could describe as a punish¬ 
ment/reward system. Significant 
periods of wet, low cloud winds pre¬ 
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cipitate out large amounts of water 
through the mechanism of the tree 
ridge growth being at right angles 
to the wind. Rainfall is fairly even¬ 
ly distributed onto a fairly porous 
top soil which is mainly fly ash, 
but the rainwater is well retained 
by the lower level basalt clays, 
where the tree roots largely live. 

Our rainfall is generally more than 
adequate for continued growth. 

Due mainly to the terrain, there is 
a large range of climate variation 
within the Island, promoting specif - 
ic plant adaptations to highly loca¬ 
lised areas. This in turn creates a 
long-term viable gene pool for fur¬ 
ther adaptations. Avocado is an 
outstanding example of specific hy¬ 
bridisation becoming a recognis¬ 
able type. The Norfolk pine 
evolved on Norfolk, with the pre¬ 
history giant ferns as a progenitor. 

It is a hardy survivor and an ex¬ 
tremely important heritage for the 
community. 

Trees 

Trees are probably the most impor¬ 
tant plant life on the planet. For 
they 

•aerate and drain the soil 
-Modify the climate to micro¬ 
climate 

-de-toxify and oxygenate the air 
-Provide shelter for other plant life 
-dissipate the wind 
-provide fuel for fire 
-provide wood for all uses 
-provide food for man and beast. 

In the history of man's evolution, 
trees have had a most significant 
role. They come in all shapes, sizes, 
model numbers, uses. There is a 
tree type for every use we can think 
of, from oil to plastics, and from 
rubber to fertiliser. 

It is time we stopped taking Norfolk's 
trees for granted as a fortuitous happen¬ 
stance, and started to farm them 
for our immediate and long-term 
needs again. It is only in recent 
generations that trees have been rele¬ 
gated to the days of primitive tech¬ 
nology. They served countless gen¬ 
erations of human beings very well 
indeed. In the next article we will 
talk about what Norfolk could be doing 
with trees--and perhaps go on into 
some ideas about using the wind here. 

<5J 

"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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Despite the dry season pears are 
just falling from the trees right now 
and this is a way of using them in a 
rich dessert. 

BUTTERSCOTCH PEAR CUSTARD 
Serves 6 

6 pears 

3/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar 
1 tblsp. cornflour 

1 teasp. salt 

li cups undiluted evaporated milk; 

2 slightly beaten eggs 

1 tspn vanilla 

2 tblspns. butter or margarine, 

1 cup water 

Simmer peeled pears gently with 
cinamon, sugar and lemon rind 
until tender. Mix sugar-cornflour in 
a saucepan. Slowly stir in evaporated 
milk, 1 cup water. Cook over med¬ 
ium heat stirring constantly till mix¬ 
ture boils. Cook 1 minute. Stir 
half hot mixture into eggs. Return to 
pan and bring just to boiling point, 
stirring continuously, remove from 
heat. Beat well, adding butter and 
vanilla. Cover and cool. To serve 
pour custard over drained, chilled 
pears. 

Here is a handy dessert which can 
be prepared well in advance and 
needs no cooking. 

REFRIGERATED ORANGE CHOCOLATE 

gCMBTAKE - 

3/4 cup crushed chocolate biscuit 
crumbs 

1/4 cup instant cocoa 

1 quart cream 

1-1/4 cup caster sugar 
1/4 cup orange juice 

2 teasp. vanilla 
grated rind of 1 orange 
small can mandarin sections 

Whip cream until it stands in soft 
peaks, then fold in sugar, orange 
juice, vanilla and the orange rind. 

To make the cake, thinly layer cream 
and crumb mixtures in 2 large refri¬ 
gerator trays. Continue building up 
alternate thin layers until both trays 
are full, making sure the top layer 
of each is cream. Freeze until firm. 
Cut into squares and garnish with man¬ 
darin sections. 
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THERE’S NOTHING quite like the 
sound of rain falling on a tin roof, 
is there? It’s a particularly welcom¬ 
ing sound at the moment as the 
Island has been so dry, although it 
was perfect for the school holidays. 
Actually I think it has been the 
warmest summer that I can remem¬ 
ber. The other day the temperature 
was 2V.4°Cj combined with a high 
humidity reading, this resulted in a 
very hot, sticky day! 

There has been so much activity 
on the Island during the last few 
weeks I hardly know where to begini 
The local Lions Club was host for 
the District LIONS’ annual Conven¬ 
tion of which N. I. forms a part. A 
total of 540 people visited the Island 
to attend the Convention. The maj¬ 
ority were from N. S. W. with many 
from other States of Australia, N.Z. 
and other parts of me world. The 
official Opening Ceremony, to 
which local residents were invited, 
was held in brilliant sunshine outside 
Rawson Hall. As well as business 
meetings, there were many social 
activities planned to entertain me 
visitors. These included a social 
get-together, a dinner dance, and 
an early morning breakfast out at 
Steele’s Point. This function proved 
so popular that another one was 
held before the Lions began to de¬ 
part from Norfolk. At one stage 
Max Hobbins was having trouble 
finding enough ripe bananas to feed 
400. In me end he ended up with a 
whole truck load! 

The Girl Guides and their mothers 
were kept very busy during this time. 
They catered for 4 functions in three 
days. It’s amazing, isn’t it, what 
can be achieved when everyone does 
their bit. I believe the dinner pre¬ 
sented at the Dinner Dance was most 
enjoyable with plenty to eat for 
everyone. The Scouts too, played 
their part in helping to make every¬ 
thing run smoothly by cleaning up 
Rawson Hall after the functions. 
Mustn’t forget Rotary either, who 
were responsible for organizing a 
barbecue lunch on the Family 
Sports Day. 

On the Wednesday evening prior 
to the Official Opening of me Con¬ 
vention, a Debutante Ball was held 
in Rawson Hall. Thanks again to 


Gary and Enid Clarke, me hall 
looked lovely with purple and yellow 
curtains draped from pillar to pillar 
down either side of the hall. Enid 
must have put a tremendous amount 
of work into me chandelier which 
hung down in the centre of the hall. 

It was made from frangipani and 
asparagus fern. The main feature of 
me decor was the old-fashioned clock 
made by Gary Clarke. David Magri 
and Craig Buffett were in charge of 
opening the face of me clock at 
9:15 pm, as it became each debu¬ 
tante’s turn to be presented. Their 
partners, looking splendid in black 
dinner suits had already been "piped" 
into me hall by Scotsman Patrick 
and escorted by Ely and Ruth Jenkins. 

As each debutante came through 
me clock, her partner stepped forward 
to escort her down the centre of the 
hall, along the red carpet to be pre¬ 
sented to the Official Party. Mrs. 
Timmy Lloyd men introduced each 
deb and her partner to District Gov¬ 
ernor Lion David Tuckerman and his 
lovely Lady Lion Beverly, and then 
to President of me Norfolk Lions, 

Paul Dehlsen and his Lady Lion Hazel. 
All me girls and their farmers looked 
splendid. Their special dance was 
the "Maxina" - it was delightful to 
watch - they were all so graceful. 

Tom and Timmy are to be congratuia- 
lated for training the deb set. It was 
lovely too, to see me young men 
look after their partners throughout 
the evening. The only disappointing 
aspect, I thought, was that mere 
weren’t more people there to share 
in such a lovely occasion. 

Members of me Deb Set included: 
Diane Richards and Jim Tavener; Tane 
Buffett and John Pitcher; Denise 
Burrell and Chris Kenny; Sheryl Dead- 
man and Greg Pretchelt; Denise Huck- 
step and Clark Saint; Lisa Woodward 
and Hayden Evans, Wendy Anderson 
and Noel Bunker; Tania Anderson and 
Colin Reid; Sheree Perkins and Philip 
Evans and De-anne Ryan and David 
Bates. 

Another interesting activity which 
took place during the last week of 
the holidays was me visit to Norfolk 
of riding instructress, Mrs. Pat Dob¬ 
bins, from Nelson, N.Z. Mrs. Dob¬ 
bins* visit was organized by me local 
Pony Club and both adults and young 
people were invited to participate. 


It was a most successful and enjoyable 
week for me 32 participants plus all 
the Mums and Dads who came to 
watch. Pat split the riders into 4 
groups depending on me rider's abil¬ 
ity. There were even a few "novice 
grannies" in me intermediate group - 
Ruth McCoy, Lyn Mason and Beryl 
Lackey - who all thoroughly enjoyed 
me course. Pat was very pleased to 
have a few boys in her course too - 
Stephen Hogden, Mitchell Graham, 

Ian and Grant Summerscales and Simon 
Bigg. Poor Aaron Graham missed out 
as he and his horse parted company 
the day before me course began and 
he suffered a nasty bump on me head. 

The week concluded with the One- 
Day Event held at Simon’s W ater on 
Australia Day. The day began with 
the dressage tests in the morning 
followed by novelty races and jump¬ 
ing intthe afternoon. It was tremen¬ 
dous to see how the young people had 
progressed during me week. W inners 
in me novice dressage event included 
Penny and Christine Smith and Mitch¬ 
ell Graham; Samantha Grimshaw, 

Jenny Mason and Aaron Graham (who 
was sufficiently recovered by then) in 
me junior section. Trudy Irvine, 
Gillian and Elizabeth Alston were 
successful in the senior dressage. 

Then Colleen Vincent came first in 
me Over - 21 section with Trevor 
Calder second. The novelty events 
in me afternoon gave other children 
a chance to take home a number of 
ribbons. With 1 jth Aaron and Culla 
taking part in me various races, one 
could hardly see "Charlie Brown's” 
neck when he was being ridden home! 
Jo Wiltshier, Beryl Lackey and Trevor 
Calder are to be thanked most sincere¬ 
ly for all the time and effort they put 
into making me day such a success. 
Rotary members provided a tasty bar¬ 
becue lunch too. I mink the general 
feeling was "Hope mere’s another 
gymkhana again soon". There would 
probably be more adult participation 
next time too, if more detailed ad¬ 
vertising, of me type of events to be 
held were given. It was a good “fun" 
day. 

A fitting finale to Mrs. Pat Dobbins’ 
visit was a lively farewell barbecue 
organised by The Pony Club and held 
in me D. O. T. Circle. Don* t mink 
Bill Lackey's elbow thought it was all 
mat enjoyable though!'. It is hoped 
mat Pat will again be able to hold 
another similar course in the near 
future. 

Well, after mat rather hectic week 
it was off to school again for another 
year - me older ones glad to go back 
and I guess me really young ones 
I perhaps just a little apprehensive!! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oil* 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCiDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS .... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 









Mar 26-Apr 21, 1980 


THE ASSEMBLY REJECTED THE IDEA OF A POPULAR VOTE, BUT OVER ONE-THIRD 
OF THE ELECTORS SAY IT’S TIME TO LET THE MAJORITY SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 


UNDER A PROPOSED NEW LAW, THE ASSEMBLY WOULD ABANDON ITS RIGHTS AND 
GIVE CHIEF MINISTER DAVID BUFFET VIRTUALLY COMPLETE ONE-MAN CONTROL 


NORFOLK HAS NO PACIFIC ISLANDS RIGhTS, SAYS THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. OUR 200-MILE OCEAN ZONE SEEMS TO BE WHAT THEY ARE AFTER. 


NORFOLK’S CHIEF MINISTER AND DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER SPLIT ON WHETHER 
THE ASSEMBLY HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE. TEXT OF 11 PUBLIC LETTERS. 


More this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative 


plus: 

F-28 LOOKS LIKE NORFOLK’S FUTURE SYDNEY PLANE...DENTIST REPORTS ON 
NEW TECHNIQUES THAT MAY BE USED hERE... INTERVIEW WITH THE LEWISES, 
WHO’VE JUST MADE THEIR 23RD VISIT TO NORFOLK... HOW YOU CAN DO 
MAUI-STYLE COOKING HERE... NEWS OF PEOPLE IN THE “LETTER FROM HOME" 



COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncan's NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1. 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s-American Express - Visa 


RUBIES 

OPALS 

PEARLS 

IVORY 

JADE 


SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUAMARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
TOURMALING 


GARNET 
EMERALDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



CHIEF MINISTER WOULD TAKE ALMOST COMPLETE PERSONAL CONTROL — 


‘ONE-MAN-RULE’ IMMIGRATION BILL 


CHIEF MINISTER David Buffett would 
be given sweeping, one-man powers 
over immigration on Norfolk under a 
proposed new law which will be voted 
on by die Legislative Assembly on 
April 9th. 

Under the Bill introduced on March 
lltb, he would have the single-hand¬ 
ed authority to - 

■SET a quota for the number of new 
settlers allowed to move here each 
year. 

■SET a quota for the number of res¬ 
idential certificates that could be 
issued in a year. 

■CANCEL* in his sole and absolute 
discretion, any visitors permit or 
temporary entry permit issued after 
the law came into effect; and issue 
an order requiring the person to leave. 
Such a person would have the right 
to appeal to the Minister for a review 
of the decision. 

■GRANT, or refuse to grant, a tem¬ 
porary entry permit, or a "general 
entry permit" to persons wanting to 
.ettle here. Again, a dissatisfied 
person could appeal to the Minister. 

In the case of certain people of Island 
descent, the Chief Minister would be 
required to grant a general entry 
permit. 

■APPOINT two of the three members 
of the advisory Immigration Commit¬ 
tee, or remove them from the Com- • 
mittee for "misbehaviour". 

In the proposed law as presented to 
aie Assembly, the Chief Minister 
would not be required to consult 
either the Assembly or the Immigra¬ 
tion Committee in using his powers. 

The Committee's functions are 
limited, in the Bill, to making re¬ 
commendations on only two subjects - 
applications for general entry permits 
and for residency. The Committee 
is not authorised to give any advice 
on temporary entry permits, possible 
violations of the immigration law, or 
whether die law is working the way 
die community wants it to. 

Immigration has long been one of 
die most tangled and difficult admin¬ 
istrative matters on the Bland, part¬ 
ly because it affects individuals' 
lives in a fundamental way, and 
partly because die law has been en¬ 
forced according to some policies 
which are not clearly written down. 
The proposed'new Jaw contains 


revised guidelines for some policies- 
but in applying the guidelines, the 
Chief Minister would bife Authority 
to grant or refuse temporary or gen¬ 
eral entry permits on the grounds 
of anything that "he considers to be 
relevant". 

He would also be the judge of the 
guidelines, some of which depend 
heavily on personal opinion. For 
people applying for temporary entry 


permits, for example, they include 
"the character of die applicant" and 
"whether the applicant is likely to 
adapt to life on Norfolk Island". In 
the case of people applying for gener¬ 
al entry permits, they include 'the 
reason why die applicant wishes to live 
on Norfolk Island", whether his intend¬ 
ed livelihood here would be judged by 
the Chief Minister to be "compatible 
with the wellbeing of die Norfolk Is¬ 
land economy", and, again, the 
applicant's "character". 

Other main features of the proposed 
new law include: 


•Visitors will be-allowed to stay on 
the Island nearly four months, if they 
apply and are approved* 

•A visitor who takes a job automa¬ 
tically loses his visitor's permit and 
has to leave. 

•Any employer who knowingly hires 
a person who is not permitted to work 
for him would be subject to a $600 
fine. 

•Wives of temporary entry permit 
holders would not be able to take a 
job without specific permission - which 
the Chief Minister would have the pow¬ 
er to give or refuse. 

•islander descendants would be enti¬ 
tled to get a general entry permit auto¬ 
matically - provided one of their par¬ 
ents lived here at some time, and pro¬ 
vided they could trace their ancestry 
to people who lived on the Island at 
some time between 1856 and 1900. 
•Present holders of Enter-and-Remain 
permits would continue to hold them, 
under the law as it is now. 

• Present holders of temporary entry 
permits would continue to hold them, 
under die law as it is now. But when 
their current permits expire, they 
would have to apply under the new law 
for a "further permit", and it appears 
that the new law would apply to them 
from that time on. 

•Five years of living on the Island 
would continue to be required in 
order to apply for resident status. 

Time spent here under visitors per¬ 
mits or temporary entry permits Issued 
after the new law came, into effect . 
would not count toward die fife years. 
•A child born on Norfdlk is.not to be 
classified as a resident unless one of 
its parents was a resident when the 
child was bom. 

•People who qualified as being of 
"Island descent" under die law, or 
who were bom here with one parent 
who was a resident, would not be in¬ 
cluded in quotas set for migrants or 
residency certificates. They would 
have the right to live here even if the 
year's quota was filled. 


GUIDELINES for issuing temporary 
entry and general entry permits are 
included in the Immigration Bill 1980. 

The following three guidelines would 
be clear-cut: 

•Anyone bom on Norfolk automatic- 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is,a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver's seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



'Road & Track’ 

magazine aaya *Evi rv so orri s a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 arc three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Ma/da’s third new car in two 
years: the 626.• 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


Proprietor: i. W. WTZPATWCIC 








ARE ASSEMBLYMEN CHOSEN BY PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
ENTITLED TO HOLD ONTO THEIR SEATS FOR 2i MORE YEARS? 

Referendum to let people 
say what they believe 


ally is a resident - unless neither of 
the child’s parents was a resident. 
Olsland descendants are automatic¬ 
ally entitled to a general entry per¬ 
mit. even though they were not born 
here, so long as one of their parents 
lived here at some time, and at 
least one of their ancestors lived 
here between 1856 and 1900. 

OAny visitor can stay for 30 days 
without any formal permit being is¬ 
sued - but can be deported any time 
at the Chief Minister’s discretion. 

TEMPORARY ENTRY PERMITS 

Proposed Guidelines for anyone want - 
ing a temporary entry permit are 
that the applicant - 

•if intending to work, must have 
qualifications which the Chief Min¬ 
ister considers acceptable, and must 
not be intending to work in a busin¬ 
ess or profession the Chief Minister 
considers is "already sufficiently pro¬ 
vided for" on Norfolk. 

•if not intending to take a parti¬ 
cular job or carry on a particular 
business or profession, must be plan¬ 
ning to do research or cultural activ¬ 
ities, or something else the Chief 
Minister considers beneficial. 

•must not take a job that can be 
filled by a resident whom the employ¬ 
er is willing to employ. 

•must have a character acceptable 
to the Chief Minister. 

•must be in good health. 

•must be considered by the Chief 
Minister to be likely to adapt to life 
on Norfolk. 

•must have an onward travel ticket, 
•must measure up in any other way 
the Chief Minister thinks is relevant . 

GENERAL ENTRY PERMITS 

Proposed Guidelines for anyone want ¬ 
ing to settle permanently on Norfolk, 
with a general entry permit, are that 
the applicant - 

•must have a reason for wanting to 
live on Norfolk which satisfies the 
Chief Minister. 

•must plan to have a livelihood 
which the Chief Minister thinks is 
compatible with the wellbeing of 
the Island economy. 

•must have a character acceptable 
to the Chief Minister. 

•must have good health, 

•must have financial resources 
which the Chief Minister considers 
adequate. 

•must measure up in any other way 
the Chief Minister thinks is "relevant", 
•must not exceed the year's quota of 
new settlers, set by the Chief Minister. 


A REFERENDUM has been petitioned 
for to find out whether the majority of 
Norfolk electors believe the present 
Legislative Assembly members should 
stay on in office without being elected 
under the Island’s traditional voting 
method. 

If the Administrator wants to see 
the referendum held with minimum 
delay, it could be held as early as 
April 30th or May 7th. 

If over half of the electors vote "no" 
on the referendum it will mean that 
a majority does not accept proportio¬ 
nal representation as a means of elect¬ 
ing the members and does not consid¬ 
er the present Assembly properly elec¬ 
ted. 

If over half of the electors vote "yes” 
it will mean that a majority believe 
the present Assembly members were , 
acceptably elected, and are entitled 
to represent the electors for the next 
two-and-a-half years. 

The petition was drawn up the day 
after the Assembly had voted 6-3 to 
dismiss the idea of a referendum. It 
was signed by the necessary one-third 
of all Norfolk electors--approximately 
300 people. 

A petition signed by 218 electors, 
requesting that there not be a re-elec¬ 
tion, had been presented to the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly on March 11th. 

The petition for a referendum, how¬ 
ever, is not simply an expression of 
opinion. It is a formal request under 
law and has a direct legal effect -- 
requiring Administrator W.P.Cole¬ 
man to call a referendum on the ques¬ 
tion petitioned for. 

The terms of the Referendum Ordin¬ 
ance are now governing. The Assem¬ 


bly's vote against a referendum has 
no power to stop it. 

The referendum question petitioned 
for is, "Should the members of the 
Legislative Assembly be in office with¬ 
out being elected under Norfolk Island's 
traditional voting method?" 

Under the Referendum Ordinance, 
the process starts with the Admini¬ 
strator’s appointing a Returning Offi¬ 
cer. 

The Returning Officer then pub¬ 
lishes a Gazette notice of the refer¬ 
endum, including the date of the 
poll and the date for closing the 
electoral roll. 

The roll cannot be closed sooner 
than one week after the Gazette 
notice. 

The referendum has to be held 
within four weeks of the closing of 
the roll. 

Meanwhile, statements need to be 
prepared by groups of electors for 
and against the referendum question. 
These have to be approved by the 
Administrator and mailed to all elec¬ 
tors at least three weeks before the 
poll, along with a sample ballot. 

When the referendum vote is count¬ 
ed, if more than half the electors have 
said no--they do not believe mem 
bers should be on the Assembly unless - 
they are elected under the traditional 
voting method - - a re-election using 
the old method could then be held 
within five weeks. A newly-elected 
Assembly could be in operation by 
mid-June. 

The law limits the election cam¬ 
paigning period, between nomina¬ 
tion day and election day, to only 
three weeks. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
'V' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel, 
y Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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AUSTRALIA FIDDLES THE HISTORY BOOKS TO 
BLOCK N.I. IN PACIFIC AND GRAB 200 Ml. ZONE 


AUSTRALIA has hardened its posi- | 
tion on Norfolk's being a member 
of the Pacific Islands community, 
and has officially informed the Isl¬ 
and that it will be prevented from 
taking up the seat long reserved for 
Norfolk in the South Pacific Con¬ 
ference. 

The hard new line could back¬ 
fire on the Commonwealth because 
it undermines Australia's right to 
be a member of the South Pacific 
Commission as well as the Confer¬ 
ence. 

Senior officials of Australia’s De¬ 
partment of Foreign Affairs, in a 
public meeting with the Legislative 
Assembly on March 18th, spelled 
out the official new Commonwealth 
position -- which is based on a 
claim that Pacific history is wrong, 
and has to be re-written. 

Mr. Colin McDonald, Head of the 
Papua New Guinea and South Pacific 
Branch of the Department and Austra¬ 
lian representative on the Commission, 
fold the Assembly that - 
■Norfolk is not entitled to a seat at 
the South Pacific Conference. The 
fact that it has been listed for years as 
having such a right was "an error'j Mr. 
McDonald said. 

■The South Pacific Commission's 
official maps of its area • f responsibil¬ 
ity have for many years been wrong in 
including Norfolk. Although the Com¬ 
mission's boundary line is drawn with 
a "panhandle” shaped to include Nor¬ 
folk, Mr. McDonald said "Someone 
just suddenly produced the map with 
that panhandle on it.. .We don't want 
to be nasty and take it off. I mean 
that would be a little offensive to ev¬ 
eryone." 

■To be entitled to a seat at the Con¬ 
ference, Norfolk would have had to be 
"designated" by the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission • but this never happened. 

■It would be "legally and constitu¬ 
tionally impossible" for Norfolk to have 
membership or rights in any interna¬ 
tional organisation in its own tight. 
■While Norfolk is 1, 000 miles off 
Australia and has a basic population 
which is as distinctive from Australia's 
mainstream population as South Sea 
islanders are, "I would think that in 
terms of geography and history and 
ethnic origins that you fit very neatly 
into the Australian community." 

The official Australian position is 
that Norfolk will not be allowed to 
take part in this year's South Pacific 


Conference in its own right--despite 
a widespread acceptance at the 1979 
Conference that Norfolk had the right 
to a seat and would be most welcome 
to take it up in the future. 

But the Commonwealth's new hard 
line on Norfolk's role in the Pacific 
appears to be in conflict with Austra¬ 
lians international obligations, and 
may have consequences not foreseen 
by Foreign Affairs. 

Binding treaty 

The South Pacific Commission ex¬ 
ists because of a treaty signed in 1947 
by Australia, France, New Zealand, 
the U. K. and the U.S. Known as 
the "Canberra Agreement", it is le¬ 
gally binding on its participants. 

The agreement defines the terri¬ 
torial scope of the Commission as 
including "all those territories in the 
Pacific Ocean which are administer¬ 
ed by the participating governments 
and which lie wholly or in part south 
of the Equator and east from and in¬ 
cluding the Australian territory of 
Papua and the Trust Territory of New 
Guinea..." Norfolk is therefore in¬ 
cluded by the terms of the agreement, 
and Australia is bound by the agree¬ 
ment whether it now thinks "a mis¬ 
take" was made or not. 

While territories originally had to 
be "designated" in order to have a 
seat at the South Pacific Conference, 
the legal basis for the Conference 
was extensively re-written in 1974 
in a Memorandum of Understanding. 
The Memorandum was signed by 
the Australian Government and other 
participants, and became part of the 
Canberra Agreement. 

In the 1974 agreement it was spe¬ 
cified that "Each Government and 
each Territorial Administration will 
have the right to send to the Confer¬ 
ence a Representative and alternates, 
each of whom will have the right to 
speak. Each Representative, or in 
his absence an alternate, will have 
the right to cast one vote on behalf 
of the Government or Territorial 
Administration which W represents." 
The requirement for being "desig¬ 
nated" was dropped in the new agree¬ 
ment. 

From Australia's point of view the 
new Norfolk policy has the curious 
disadvantage that it would disquali¬ 
fy Australia from the Sou* Pacific 


Commission --an organisation es¬ 
tablished by and for metropolitan 
countries that administer non-self- 
governing Pacific territories. 

Article XIX of the Canberra Agree¬ 
ment says, in part, "If any partici¬ 
pating Government ceases to admin¬ 
ister non-self-governing territories 
within the scope of the Commission, 
that Government shall so notify the 
Commission and shall be deemed 
to have withdrawn from the Agree¬ 
ment as from the close of the then 
current calendar year." 

The policy enunciated by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs on 
March 18th is that Norfolk has never 
been part of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission arrangements. This is ap¬ 
parently on die grounds that Norfolk 
supposedly has been an integral part 
of Australia for many years--although 
the Department is unable to say when 
this first occurred. 

If Australia persists in this view, it 
would mean that Australia ceased to 
administer any non-self-governing 
territories within the scope of the 
South Pacific Commission at the time 
Papua New Guinea became indepen¬ 
dent in 1975. Under the binding terms 
of the Canberra Agreement, this would 
require Australia to be deemed to have 
withdrawn from membership in the 
Commission on December 31st, 1975. 

A number of independent Pacific 
islands have been admitted to mem¬ 
bership in the Commission without 
having any territories of their own -- 
but such membership is open only 
to islands within the Commission's 
stated region, which does not in¬ 
clude Australia any more than it 
includes England or France. 

ANSWERING questions from Assem¬ 
bly members, who had been given 
no advance idea of Australia's 
tough new line, the Foreign Af¬ 
fairs officials gave some astonish¬ 
ing comments. Here are excerpts 
from the broadcast; 

Bryan Nunn MLA; "I haven't a copy 
of the South Pacific Commission re¬ 
port, but doesn't it state categorical¬ 
ly that Norfolk Island occupies a seat 
there?" 

Mr. Cdlin McDonald (Head of Papua 
New Guinea and South Pacific Branch 
of Dept, of Foreign Affairs, and Aus¬ 
tralian representative on the South 
Pacific Commission); "No. What 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / March 26-April 21,1980 



GENERAL ELECTRIC 


TOAST • R«OV £N 

ONLY 
$71 -90 


WHILST 

STOCKS 

LAST 



LARGE RANGE AVAILABLE 


INCLUDING 
STEAM AND DRY 
IRONS FROM 
ONLY $26-S7 



FROM 



has happened is that in the last time 
the Conference adopted rules of 
procedure, it provided for Norfolk 
Island to be listed as a territory which 
could participate. 

"To be quite honest, that was an 
error. But we haven't sought to 
change it. 

"The rules of procedure can be 
changed, just by a vote of the Con¬ 
ference. " 

Mr. Nunn; We would naturally 
like to feel that we were being repre¬ 
sented there in our own right, recog¬ 
nising we are a Pacific island, albeit 
we are an external territory of a met- 
tropolitan country. What you're say¬ 
ing, really, is that this is not so; we 
are not there by any right of our own, 
but by right of invitation of the Com¬ 
monwealth Government." 

Mr. McDonald; "Yes, that's really 
what I'm saying... 

“As a part of Australia, it would 
be difficult for you to have member¬ 
ship or rights in an international or-. 
ganisation in your own right. In fact, 
legally and constitutionally, it would 
be impossible." 

Kevin Williams MLA: "If the even¬ 
tual goal of Norfolk Island obtaining 
internal self-government was obtained, 
what would our role then be in the 
South Pacific Commission?" 


Mr. McDonald: "We haven't, nor 
would we, try to say what you as an 
internally self-governing --we regard 
you as virtually self-governing now-- 
but we wouldn't try to tell you what 
was your position to be. But let me 
stress that in determining the requir- 
ments of the South Pacific island 
states, we will be very much guided 
by what they themselves want. We 
won’t try to impose anything Qn them. 
We will no doubt try to limit their 
ambitions to the extent to which it 
either costs us motley--because often 
this falls back onto our, you know, 
providing the money —or it affecting 
us politically. If there's any sort of 
impingement on our security or the 
region's security or so forth, we'd 
naturally want to limit how far people 
went." 

Bruce MacKenzie MLA: "Why does 
the map of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission region come right down and 
include Norfolk Island? Why, in 
the foyer of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission, is there a board in there 
showing photos of Norfolk Island and 
other territories?" 

Mr. McDonald: "It's a good ques¬ 
tion, and it puts me on my back 
foot. The answer is, we don't really 

(Questions and answers continue 

on page 32.) 


EAST-WEST 
GOES FOR F28 

EAST-WEST Airlines announced in 
March that it would Introduce F28- 
4000 jet aircraft in the Northern Ter¬ 
ritory in die latter half of 1981. 

The announcement was made by 
chairman G.W. Harrison in his ad¬ 
ditional capacity as chairman of 
Connair, the Northern Territory air¬ 
line which East-West has bought. 

The F28 now seems almost certain 
to become the aircraft used on the 
Sydney-Norfolk run after the Island's 
airport has been upgraded. East- 
West had been iooking at both die 
F28 and the BA146, but would ob¬ 
viously want to standardise on just 
one design of medium-size jet. 
Getting into the complications of 
saining pilots, crew and maintenance 
staff and of keeping spares on hand 
for two completely different designs 
would be dumb management. 

Mr. Bruce Teague, East-West's 
planning chief and well-known on 
on Norfolk, has been made Execu¬ 
tive Director of Connair. 
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DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER; "WE HAVE NOT GOT THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE’ 


6 ‘- 


‘WE STAY PUT’ 


3: 


LET THE PEOPLE SAY’ 


A SIX-MAN majority of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly voted on March 11th 
that they were entitled to stay in 
office until 1982, and that there was 
no need for a referendum on the ques¬ 
tion. 

The two-hour debate divided the 
Assembly into two distinct camps, 
with the Chief Minister on one side 
and the Deputy Chief Minister on the 
other. 

Chief Minister David Buffett, who 
carried the day on a series of votes 
that all went 6-3 in his favour, said 
"There would need to be an over- 
whelmin g body of opinion to compel 
the Assembly to go to the polls again. 
It's my assessment that whilst there 
is some opinion, it is not overwhelm- 
mg." 

But Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blu- 
cher, the only other executive mem¬ 
ber of the government, said "We have 
not got the confidence of the people. 

I am sure of that. 

"What are we afraid of?" he asked 


the House. "Are we afraid to go back 
to the people?" 

The majority group who voted to 
stay put without a re-election or ref¬ 
erendum were Mr. Buffett and MLAs 
Gilbert Jackson, Bruce MacKenzie, 
Bryan Nunn, John Ryves and Kevin 
Williams. 

The minority group who voted for 
a re-election and a referendum were 
Mr. Blucher and MLAs Ed Howard 
and Duncan McIntyre. 

Two motions on the issues had been 
put on the Assembly notice paper for 
the meeting. One proposed that the 
electors should be allowed to vote 
for the Assembly again, because 
their traditional voting system had 
been changed without their consent 
last July. The other proposed that 
electors should be allowed to say at 
referendum whether they wanted a 
re-election or not. 

Both motions were tossed out with¬ 
out voting on them, by means of 
amendments moved by Mr. Buffett. 


The amendments, which turned the 
meaning of the motions upside down, 
were supported by the majority bloc 
6-3 and passed 6-3. 

DEBATE'- 

KEVIN WILLIAMS; "It is asked - and 
its a fair enough question - is it in the 
interest of good government to hold a 
re-election of the membership of the 
Assembly. Fair enough question. 

"I’ll have to state most firmly that I 
disagree. 

"I believe that if any member pub¬ 
licly states that it was in the interest 
of good government to hold a re-elec¬ 
tion, then he would have to have some 
yery strong and truthful reasons... 

"One of the reasons would probably 
be, wasn't the government preforming 
its functions correctly? Where was it 
falling down in its duties?... 

"Until someone can get up and state 
where this government isn't perform¬ 
ing well, and why it isn't performing 
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well, and why is it falling down in 
its duties, then I can't See the ques¬ 
tion of why we need a re-election. 

"1 don't think there's any call for 
another election. 

"I look at it this way. 40*71: of the 
electors in July of 1979 signed a pe¬ 
tition that they did not like the new 
voting system that was coming in -- 
not a majority. December, another 
five months later, 58% -- they stated 
that they don't like it. So we've had 
an increase of 18%. Three months 
later, we have 218 signatures on a 
petition that says, we don't want a 
new election. We have 30-odd let 
ters that are undecided. 

"Now, myself, I personally believe 
that the people on this Island don't 
want a new election. They want us 
to get on with the job. 

“Continually since August, we've 
had motions - every month, just 
slowing down this Assembly. 1 per¬ 
sonally mink we ought to throw these 
motions out the window, and don't let 
any come through on a monthly meet¬ 
ing. .." 

JOHN RYVES said he had talked 
with 3l electors, 

“Two were in favour of a new elec¬ 
tion; 29 were not in favour, but they 
did think the Assembly should do 
things to clean up its reputation with 
the electors. 

"One of them was that they were 
concerned about the budget deficit... 

"I have on a number of occasions 
heard people say... that the Island is 
ruining into bankruptcy. 

"Now, I'm going to stick my neck 
out, Mr. Chairman, and I'm going 
to say that I believe when the final 
figures are out for the end of the year, 
the deficit will be greatly reduced, 
and we could even nave a surplus... 

"For the last five Norfolk Island 
Councils we have budgetted for a 
deficit, and every time it has turned 
into a surplus - to the point where we 
now have $900, 000 in the reserve 
funds. 

"I don't think we should become 
cocky about that, because I believe 
those reserve funds should be guarded 
very closely... 

"Now the next thing they raised with 
me - and again I think it’s a matter 
for the time when the budget comes 
up - they're worried about what they 
term the unnecessary growth of me 
Administration. 

"Now again, I suggest to me electors 
mat me establishment of me Admin¬ 
istration was carried out well before 
mis Assembly ever took office. And 
I also remind me electors mat when 
mis Island asked few self-government. 


they asked for more responsibility - 
and with more responsibility comes a 
greater work-load. 

"There's no doubt in my mind that 
now we have a Chief Administrative 
Officer - a gentleman in whom I have 
great confidence - but given time for 
him to feel his feet, and given time 
for him to understand the problems 
mat face this Island, pruning will be 
done. 

"But again I remind the electors that 
at me time of the next budget, mat 
is me time for the pruning, and that 
is me time where they can level cri¬ 
ticism at the particular members..." 

BRUCE MacKENZIE: "I ask myself, 
is it in the interest of good government 
to hold a re-election? I see it mis 
way: if me electors truly wanted an¬ 
other election, then the decision 
would have been made for us all sit¬ 
ting around mis table today. 

"I've spoken to people who voted in 
December to return to me old system 
of voting, and to some who voted to 
retain me proportional voting system. 

"The general reaction has been - 
leave me Assembly alone for now, 
and get on with me job of governing 
me Island. 

“Now, mis is me impression I have. 
However, I'm only one member of 


mis Assembly out of nine... 

"It would be easy to solve the ques¬ 
tion by going back to me people, by 
means of a referendum process, for 
instructions. But would this be a re¬ 
sponsible thing t; do in this case? 

"Given what I see as me public's 
lack of interest in a new election, 
would it be responsible for us to com¬ 
mit me cost of going to me polls 
again in me absence of strong public 
opinion for mis?,.. 

"If the electors wanted to be con¬ 
sulted through a referendum any num¬ 
ber of times during an Assembly's 
term of office, and were prepared to 
see me cost of doing so added to me 
budget, of course I would vote in fav¬ 
our of going to me people. 

"But there has to be a clear signal 
from enough of me electors." . 

HON. DAVID BUFFETT said mat some 
electors who favoured an early elec¬ 
tion had said mat proportional repre¬ 
sentation had been rushed on people 
at short notice; that me December 
referendum was significant; mat pro¬ 
portional representation had elected 
an Assembly "with a divergence of 
opinion"; mat a new election would 
replace some Members; and mat mere 
is a lot of bickering in me Assembly, 

The views he had heard from people 
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opposed to an election were- 

"The last election has been legal, 
and there are no grounds for a re- 
election. .. 

"Another election would be disrup¬ 
tive to the process of government in 
Norfolk Island - especially detrimen¬ 
tal at this, its early stage... 

"The Australian government would 
consider that we’re too hesitant about 
handling our own affairs... especially 
considering that there could be a 
change of attitude toward Norfolk 
Island by whatever government wins 
(the Australian election this year)... 

Expressing his own view of the sit¬ 
uation, Mr. Buffett said “On the basis 
that there is presently existing a legal 
Legislative Assembly, there would 
need to be an overwhelming body of 
opinion to compel the Assembly to go 
to the polls again. 

“It’s my assessment that whilst 
there is some opinion, it is not over¬ 
whelming. .. 

“The main body of opinion, as I 
interpret it, is for the Legislative 
Assembly to serve its term, and stand 
on its merits or demerits at the 1982 
general election... 

"This is not really the opportunity 
for despair, for dropping tools, and 
running to the polls -- but to show 
mettle and stamina; a resilience to 
achieve the aims expected of a gov¬ 
ernment by the majority of the com¬ 
munity. 

“We are making progress, despite 
many derogatory remarks to the con¬ 
trary. We are gaining momentum. 

I consider that we should maintain the 
impetus." 

BRYAN NUNN ; “I believe that the 
Minister was wrong and autocratic in 
ignoring die advice of die vast major¬ 
ity of the Norfolk Island Council at 
that time, in insisting on proportional 
representation against their advice... 

"The result of the referendum proved 
that the people of Norfolk Island under¬ 
stood better the needs of Norfolk Island 
than did Mr. Ellicott, bound up in 
some degree in party politics... 

"Let me make one thing absolutely 
clear. As far as my seat in the Assem¬ 
bly in concerned. 1 have already said 
in my election circular that I do not 
expect to see out the full three years - 
so nothing I say has any bearing on my 
future, or not, as an Assemblyman... 

"Regardless of one’s views of the sys¬ 
tem of election adopted, the most im¬ 
portant single matter, as the Chief 
Minister has said, is that however they 
have been elected, the present Assem¬ 
bly members have in their own way 
the future benefit of Norfolk Island at 
lie art. 


"I suspect what must sound to many, 
listening in to the monthly Assembly 
meetings, at times more like a crowd 
of kids squabbling at the playground 
than government in action - I believe 
that this is largely been caused by a 
sort of semi-party political situation 
that proportional representation is 
bound to foster... 

“I would ask all electors, regardless 
of their views on proportional represen¬ 
tation. .. please don't rock the boat at 
this critical stage. If you want a new 
deal and a new Assembly, if you’re dis¬ 
illusioned with the way the government 
is working, well, give it a chance to 
achieve its major objectives. 

“Above all, try evolution, not revol¬ 
ution. 

"If in due course, having seen what 
it has achieved, you're still dissatis¬ 


fied, and there are enough people who 
are so dissatisfied, then is the time 
to ask for a dissolution of the Assembly. 

DUNCAN McINTYRE; “I defy anybody 
to state what die broad objectives of 
this House are --where this Assembly 
wants the Island to go - - what future 
is sought - - and what coherent plan 
supports it. 

"Nothing of the kind has emerged. 
Nothing of the kind can be found. 

“The reason? This Assembly was 
elected under the discredited propor¬ 
tional representation system. The 
result is government by bits and pieces. 

"If you look again at the major con¬ 
cern, the major doubt in the commun¬ 
ity, it’s clearly the budget deficit — 
and people don’t see a coherent pol¬ 
icy, no collective will or wit to reduce 


THEY SAID IT ... 

"THE RESULT of the referendum ( on December 12) removed the foundation 
of legitimacy from this House" 

- -Duncan McIntyre MLA 

"UNTIL SOMEONE can get up and state where this government isn’t perform¬ 
ing well... 1 can’t see die question of why we need a re-election" 

—Kevin Williams MLA 

"IT’S NOT the prerogative of this Assembly to judge itself" 

--John Ryves MLA 

"TO BE HAVING another referendum is just delaying tactics by many who 
would want to disrupt the process of government in Norfolk Island" 

--Hon. David Buffett, Chief Minister 

"THEtE HAS to be a clear signal from enough of the electors" 

--Bruce MacKenzie MLA 

"WE HAVE NOT got the confidence of the people. I am sure of that" 

--Hon. William Blucher, Deputy Chief Minister 

"WE HAVE a simple and democratic way to clear up any doubt... let the 
people say for themselves" 

—Ed Howard MLA 

"THE ANSWERS I got from the people are quite clear. I don’t need a refer¬ 
endum for that. Maybe you think I’m being boastful. Maybe you think I’m 
being big-headed. I don’t need a referendum for that. " 

--Bryan Nunn MLA 

"AT THE REFERENDUM.. .333 clearly demonstrated their trust in the 
government" 

• -Gilbert Jackson MLA 
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it, or to form a responsible plan on 
our future. 

"Instead, as is a vice of the propor¬ 
tional representation system, ideas 
come and go, without the feeling that 
they've been truly costed; or that - the 
one who has to implement them is the 
one who introduced them; or that they 
are part of any oyer-all plan... 

"The basis of legitimacy of the gov¬ 
ernment has been taken out from un¬ 
der this House by the most powerful 
statement you can get of any kind in 
this political system - and that's a ref¬ 
erendum. That's where it went. It 
didn't go out because people were 
dissatisfied, it went out because the 
foundations went out... 

"We are concerned -- I am concern¬ 
ed -- to see this House legitimated in 
a political sense, and I say that the 
referendum blew up the foundations. 

"You don't know, and I don't know, 
whether the people want a new elec¬ 
tion. But I do know that you don't kno 
know, and I do know that there's a 
legitimate question out there. 

"It doesn't simply arise from whe¬ 
ther the government is doing well or 
not, it arises from what is the proper 
consequence, in political terms, of 
the way the people voted at the ref¬ 
erendum. 

"It was that 'we don't like the way 
you were elected'- and you don't rep- 
present us.'.,. 

“I worry about the people out 
there. You see, this is the House that 
voted last month not to hear people 
on the topic of re-election. This is 
the House that's voted that it’s been 
legally elected. This is the House 
that's voted against a new election. 

And this is the House that doesn't want 
any referendum on the matter, either. " 

ED HOWARD tabled a list of nine rea- 
sons why the electors should be allow¬ 
ed to vote again for the Assembly. 

They were: 

"1. The method of voting on Aug¬ 
ust 1st was changed radically, with¬ 
out the electors* consent, and in the 
face of the strongest protests from 
their only elected representatives, 
the Council. In real self-government, 
people ought to elect their representa¬ 
tives the way they think is fair - not 
the way someone else says they have 
to. 

“2. More than a third of the elec¬ 
tors petitioned for a referendum on 
the change in the voting method, 
and asked that the election be delay¬ 
ed until the result was known. The 
election was held regardless, al¬ 
though there was no need for urgen¬ 
cy. 

"3. The votes were counted in a 
(CONTINUED ON P.27) 
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Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
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Candied Kumera /frM 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 7 i jHK 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 

Pineapple pie f 

Norfork Island pudding 4Mbl iHR 

It would be a shame to go back to rro / 

the Mainland without trying the 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked t^». 

and eaten by Island people for ^ =E= ^ 

hundreds of years. " Vs -,-P*. i 

Try these interesting and delicious 

dishes and many others at m ^ 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaurants^ 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open sfx nights a week) 


















CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

THIS IS THE WORLD’S FIRST WRISTWATCH 
y TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
FUNCTION, PLUS ALARM AND 1/100TH 
SECOND STOPWATCH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA ALAR! 


BOTH TIME MODES, AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM, ON-THE-HOUR CHIME, AND 
1/100TH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


i lTIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 
CHRONOGRAPH 

TWO 24-HOUR ALARMS, A 1/100TH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER — AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY, DAY. DATE & MONTH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM II 

EXCLUSIVE "TIME-TELLING ALARM" I 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF THE’ 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD’S 
GREAT WATCHES. 


O CITIZE 


a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 









PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
| and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 
q Phone 2181 

I_ 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5# a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk sumps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-6pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7. 30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Mlddlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST -WEST/AIR N, Z. ; Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolks premier hotel 

telephone 2186 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and- cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free- 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ousie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL k’INl) YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, hut The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what thev told us; 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs : "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon' 

■ 

P rentice's ; "The gift of a lifetime - 
"genuine Parker pens at about one- 
ha if Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under i mainland price " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, or. 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


j Cameralines: "We have a great, 

I brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir. 

I high-quality jigsaw puzzles of fti11 - 
j colour Norfolk scenes - Kmtly Bay, 

| Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
| Bay - $1.3ft eaeh or all 4 for $'ft. " ' 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ. newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


f BC - / B(: • a HCi ABC + aBCt A BC - r. BC a BO + A BC-• A HC - ABC- A BC 


U. B.c. HOBBY CENTRE s 



Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50 <t. 


I TODAY’S 
I PAPERS! 

! EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the « 


TRADING 

POST 




CAMERALINES 

the Minolta XD-5 

has no competition. 


46mm 12 lens 


^inoffct ^ 


Nobody else offers a camera , 
like this at this price. The com¬ 
pact Minolta XD-5 is the least 
expensive multi-mode auto¬ 
matic ever made. Yet you can 
demonstrate to your customer 
that it has almost all the features 
of the ultimate automatic, the 
Minolta XD-11. 

Show him that for such an 
advanced camera, the XD-5 Is 
remarkably uncomplicated to us 
Set the mode selector switch oi 
A for aperture priority. And let him 
see how the LED display in the view-finder shows the 
electronically timed shutter speed the camera is setting 
automatically. 

Andbesureto 

like no other brand 

shutter speed be 

Changed to get the XD-5 mode selector switch 

proper exposure, the 

camera warns him. If he ignores the warning,the camera 
goes ahead and ad justs the shutter speed for him to assure 
r , perfect exposure. 

f t Mow switctl t0 M for the man - 

_JfiuP I ual mode, which lets him set 

* both aperture and shutter 
~ speed himself. With the cam- 
i '■ era's built-in meter as a guide. 

Ex P osure overrides in both 
automatic modes. 

Like the Minolta XG-1, the 
Overtidecon^^^^^^ XD-5 has a full plus or minus 
two-stop override control. And 
you can show your customer how it operates in both aper¬ 
ture and shutter priority. 

Extras he wouldn’t expect in such an affordable camera. 
Show him the XD-5 s variable self-timer, depth-of-field 
preview button and the handy memo holder that holds the 
end of the film box as a reminder of the film he's using. 

You can tell him he’s looking through the brightest 
viewfinder in any 35mm SLR. 


on 


And as the ■ mx 

exposure mode B ,**, !fi 

changes, so does the ■ SO 

LED information that B |jg| 

your customer sees in B 

the viewfinder. Informa- B B 

tion that lets him go on 

taking pictures without 

ever having to look XD . 5 

away from his subject. 

The XD-5 is another low-cost way to enter 
the Minolta system. 

Bring out the accessories and show how the XD-5 
accepts the Minolta Auto Winder D for single shots or 
action sequences. Minolta flash units, including X-Series 
Auto Electroflash. And the Data Back D, which lets your 
customer record the date or other important information 
on the film frame. 

And you can assure him that the 
XD-5 uses any Minolta lens ever 
made. 


minoH< 

XD-5 




The automatic choice for versatility. 


you can jf it Is from 
depend on it Cameratipes. 




AGFA-GEVAERT 


The Norfolk Island 


■ Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Films (Pds A LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film' (MRT8pm) 


31 

■Church services •Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) BSmVd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


© 7 

■Church services ■ Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) «Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 14 

■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) BSm’b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.0C) 


20 21 

■ Church services BHousie <LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm 011k) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) ■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT#. 00) 


1 April 2 

■ Films (Pds & LC) BFilm (RSL) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) BFilm (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) BOpen night (Nik) 

•C’dant’s Din (G) BFilm (MRT 8pm) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
(Philip Island only) 

--Civil Rights Day 


8 9 

■Films (Pds & LC) ■ Film (RSL) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) BFilm (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) BOpen night (Nik) 

mr.\ a (MRT8 . CO) BFilm (MRT8pm) 

C'dants Din (G) ■ Legislative Assembly 

Meeting (A 2pm) 


15 16 

■Films (Pds & LC) ■Film (RSL) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) ■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) BOpen night (Nik) 

■C'dant's Din (G) BFilm (MRT8pm) 


-ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY 

March 30th, 1914; Norfolk Island was declared to 
be a territory under the authority of Australia. It 
was not annexed to Australia, and remained a dis¬ 
tinct and separate settlement. Many on the Island 
objected to the change, but no vote was allowed. 
April 7th, I960; The Norfolk Island Act 1957 was 
put inte effect by Australia, giving the Norfolk 


a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 


THUR 

27 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd’(SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

28 

■ RSL Social rtight 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

29 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


3 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


4 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


5 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of die time there 
is no wind. . , 

N 



S 


10 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 

• Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 

■ RSL Social night 

■ Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


18 

■ RSL Social night 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


12 


• SDA service 


■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Open night (Nik) 



■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


LOCATIONS 

A -N.'L Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KD -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 


RSL -RSL Club 


OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE- 

Island Council Very limited self-government pow¬ 
ers. The Council refused to accept them because 
they appeared to lead to land taxes, and the law 
was repealed several years later. 

April lbth, 1845; There was a great storm on Pit¬ 
cairn Island, and' a large plot of land disappeared 
into the sea in a landslide. i 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


ON NORFOLK 


«« CAMERALINES 


Scl -School 

SDA -7tb Day Adv. hall 

SP -South Pacific Hotel 

StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 

SW -Simon's Water 

VV -Valley View Rest’r't 

YC -Youth Centre 







-CAMERALINES- 

the Minolta XG-l 
is better than its competition J 


45mm f2 lens 


The first thing to do is to put the 
XG-l into your customer's hands. 

Let him feel its compact size, 
its light weight. 

Ask him to operate the film 
advance lever to feel its silkiness. 

Let him see how conveniently 
the controls are placed. And 
hear how the sound of the elec¬ 
tromagnetic shutter release is 
almost no sound at all. 

Because even though the XG-l 
is the most affordable Minolta 35mm 
automatic, it still handles like a Minolta. 

Now that your customer knows how well the XG-l 
handles, show him how easy it Is to use. 

Simply set the shutter speed dial on A for automatic. 

Now at the 
slightest touch of 
the shutter button 
the XG-ls view¬ 
finder LED's light 
up to show the 
shutter speed the 
camera is setting. 

And that's impor¬ 
tant if your customer 
is a beginner. 

Because he's prob¬ 
ably more familiar XG-1 shutter speed dial 

with shutter speeds than f/stops. 

Viewfinder control of shutter speeds is just one benefit 
of an aperture-priority automatic. 

Here are some more advantages that you can point out: 
Aperture priority lets your customer control depth of field the 
way professionals do. 

And when he's ready for mirror telephoto lenses or close- 
up equipment, he can use them with the XG-l's auto-expo- 
sure system. He can't do that with a shutter-priority 
automatic. 

A Minolta never asks 
your customer to give up 
exposure control. 

’ ;Wth the XG-l, he can 
override-therautomatic 
exposure up to two full 
stops plus or minus the 
metered value. Some of 
the XG- I s competitors 
offer plus 1-1/2 or 2 
stops only. 


*222 



An electronic self-timer that’s a 
natural for demonstrating. 

Trip the XG-l's self-timer and a 
big red LED starts flashing. Right 
up front where it's easy to see. 





Make sure your customer notices that the flashing of the 
LED speeds up just before the picture is taken. We say it's the 
camera that even lets you know when to smile. 

For all its affordability, the XG-l is still a full 
Minolta system camera. 

You can really impress your customer with the XG-l's ver¬ 
satility by showing him all the lenses and accessories it will 
accept. 

Attach the Auto Winder G and show him how he can shoot 
single frames or automatic sequences at about two frames a 
second. i 

Add one of Minolta’s four X-Series Auto Electroflash units 
and demonstrate how it sets the XG-1 s shutter for flash 
operation. And the Auto Electroflash 200X and 320X can 
even synchronize with the auto winder for continuous flash 
sequences 

Last, but certainly not least yoi ~ 

can show him how easy it is 
to change to any of Minolta's 
more than forty computer- 
designed lenses. With the 
Minolta bayonet mount, 
less than a quarter turn 
locks the lens in place. The 
Minolta system has lenses 
from 7.5mm fisheye to 
1600mm super-telephoto. 

Including macros, wide 
angle and telephoto zooms 
and Special-purpose lenses. Auto Winder G. Auto Electrollash units 
H8Xand200X 



XG-I viewfinder displays: 


The automatic choice for value. 


r 


you can |f it's from 
depend on it Camemtiries . 



■ -ii ClAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 

5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
■. complicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
tind it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
'ndividualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
slanders" - direct descendants of 
•;ie Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
’•00 Australians and 300 New Zealand- 
rr who have settled here; over 100 
! them have married Islanders, and 
the Pitcairn families all told 
'count to slightly over half the popu- 
u;on. The Pitcairners hold over 
.if of the Island’s freehold and 
■own lease land, and well over half 
the youngsters at the Norfolk 
‘ool are Pitcairn descendants, 
in addition there are normally sev- 
1 Hundred people, many of them 
ng, from Australia and New Zea- 
i, who are here on six month 
ri< permits" to fill jobs that can't 
Tiled on the Island - there being 
taally no unemployment among 
permanent population. Many of 
•e work for relatively low wages 
the tourist industry, and regard 
ir stay on Norfolk as a sort of work- 
■g holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
• o Norfolk in 1856, haying been told 
hat they could have the entire Island 
nd its buildings to divide among 
hemselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author - 
ties for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
t-’oyal Commissions over the genera- 
ions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
hut a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2 : FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public Income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation Of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $l2o, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school* and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport; which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3 : THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with mote to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
die disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milk ruin are in WatermillVal- 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen’s name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4 : COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not 7 an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Amtralia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 

M annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Aumalian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. he said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nlmmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, It stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim- 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nlmmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nlmmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct, the signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nlmmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, . Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and die Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept - 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion. pf any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5 : THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
die Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly’s poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 
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(CONTINUED FROM P.14) 

radically different way, which was 
never explained to the electors in 
any of the official material sent to 
them. Most people had no idea how 
the counting would be done --which 
meant they did not understand ex¬ 
actly what they were doing when 
they voted. 

"4. The votes were not correctly 
counted. It has been said that the 
Assembly was legally elected under 
the law that prevailed at the time, 
but this is incorrect. To give an 
important example, as a result of 
mis-counting, only eight candi¬ 
dates were proved to have received 
the necessary quota of 79 votes. 

”5. When the referendum was 
finally held - several months later 
than it could have been held - 58^ 
of the voters said that they did not 
accept proportional representation 
as a way of electing members to 
the Assembly. 

“6. The present Assembly is un¬ 
able to claim that it is freely and 
willingly supported by the majority of 
the electors, because die majority 
have officially rejected the method 
by which the Assembly was chosen. 
This means that the Assembly's 
right to govern is in doubt. 

"7. A majority of electors, having 
voted “no" to the system by which 
the Assembly was put into power, 
will have quite understandable 
grounds for questioning the propriety 
of any laws that such an Assembly 
requires them to obey. 

H 8. Proportional representation 
was forced chi the electors by the 
decision of the Minister. The min¬ 
ister also has the power to decide 
that a new election should be held. 

If he does not do so, electors will 
have quite understandable grounds 
for believing that Norfolk Island is 
being governed as the Minister wants 
it to be - not as the majority of 
electors want it to be. 

"9. Unlike larger places, Norfolk 
can have an election with little 
cost, little disruption, and little 
time required. We therefore have 
a simple and democratic way to 
clear up any doubt about whether 
the present Assembly is what the 
majority of electors want - simply 
let the people say for themselves. * 


HON. WILLIAM BLUCHER: "We've 
got to do something. If we don't, 
we’re going to be sitting here for the 
next 2i years, at least every month, 
bashing our heads against a brick wall, 
arguing with one another, and getting 


absolutely nowhere. 

"The more we do this, the more im¬ 
petus, and the quicker, we're going 
to play right into the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Royal Commission - and 
that’s not what I'm about... 

"What is the way out of this? The 
only correct way out of it is to go back 
to tiie people. 

"We might say that we are the gov¬ 
ernment; and we should be positive, 
and get on with government. But we're 
the servants of the people, and we've 
got to realise that; 

"The public service are the servants 
of the people, and the Assembly mem¬ 
bers are the servants of the people... 

"We are a government, and we've 
got to perform like one. And we're 
not performing like one unless we 
get the confidence of the people. 

"We have not got the confidence of 
the people. 1 am sure of that... 

"When you consider whether we 
should have an election, or shouldn’t 
have another election, if you’re like 
me, my own view is that this Assem¬ 
bly has really lost the confidence of 
the majority of the community. 

"I ask myself, 'if we don't want an 
election to try and rectify that'- and 
elections can be held quite easily; 
we can still be in office up until the 
day of election, and still be sworn in 
the next day, so that doesn’t lose any 
smooth, effective running of -govern¬ 
ment - 1 ask myself, 'if we don't 
want an election, what are we afraid 
of? 

"Are we afraid to go back to the 
people? 

"Are we afraid to say to the peo¬ 
ple, 'give me your confidence again, 
because I don't believe we have it' ? 

I don't see anything wrong with that. 

I think it's a democratic form of 
thinking that every person should 
have... 

"I ask myself, 'what are we afraid 
of?' - and I'm not afraid. 

"I'd support a move to stand for 
election again, at any time. ” 

GILBERT JACKSON : "The present 
Assembly has teen legally elected. 

"No one doubts that this Assembly 
wasn't elected under the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Act. 

"And the Act explained that it was 
legally elected on the first of July. 

"What happened when the proportion¬ 
al voting was first mentioned, and the 
introduction of it, I don't suppose we 
went to the poll with more than SOper- 
sons on the Island, electors, convinc¬ 
ed that they understood it, that they 
believed in it, that they really wanted 
it anyhow. 

"But on the 12th of December, a 


referendum was held. And we find 
out there was 330-odd stated at the 
referendum that they preferred this 
method of voting. 

"Now these 333 has. clearly demon¬ 
strated their trust in the government, 
from the first of August, when no 
doubt when tiie election was on, as I 
indicated, there'd be only 50 wanted 
it. 

"But this increase, and no doubt 
the increase will continue... 

"I'm convinced that Mr. Howard, Mr. 
McIntyre and Mr. Blucher are turning 
the results of the referendum into a 
question for their own gain. 

"The question of the referendum 
wasn't asked by the people, did they 
want another election. The question 
was asked of an opinion - what method 
of voting would they prefer? 

"Well they answered that. There 
was nothing in the question put to the 
electors whether they wanted another 
election, whether they wanted a re¬ 
ferendum on another election, there 
was nothing of the sort, and it's quite 
clear that this debate is being turned 
in their own end, and trying to turn 
the debate here in tills chamber for 
their own gain, in saying that the 
electors have spoken. 

"Certainly they have spoken, and 
it’s been respected." 

LETTERS 
TO THE 
ASSEMBLY 

"After listening to the Legislative 
Assembly asking the residents to let 
them know their views as regards the 
holding of another election I should 
like to inform you that I think it imper¬ 
ative there should be another one." 
Gladys Ashbumcr 

"After your Assembly meeting on Wed¬ 
nesday of last week I understand that it 
would benefit the Assembly AND Nor¬ 
folk Island if each individual were to 
write and give their honest opinion. 

"So far things have not gone as we 
hoped and if a new election is held it 
will definitely prove what the majority 
of folk need. 

"A new election will prove itself for 
all time and no more bickering. " 
Jeannie Mitchell 

"We, the undersigned, do not support 
the move for a new election for the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly. 

"We pledge our support to the present 
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; ... t ably which was elected on 1st 
August, 1979 and would like to see all 
members serve their full term. " 

V. & J. H. Alston. 

□ 

"We write to you in strong support of 
t he view that the present Legislative 
Assembly being properly elected by 
the people of Norfolk Island should re¬ 
main and continue in office for its full 
appointed term and that any suggestion 
of an earlier election is quite out of 
order and unjustified. ” 

W. M. Randall 
E.M. Randall 

□ 

“Through the Referendum of 12th Dec¬ 
ember, 1979, die majority of the Nor¬ 
folk Island electors indicated their pre¬ 
ference for the Voting System used to 
elect the Ninth Norfolk Island Council. 
Having established tiiis, we, the under¬ 
signed; are convinced that a new elec¬ 
tion should be held without further 
delay. “ 

Beryl Palmer 
John Adams-Carr 
Jane Carr 
Muriel Christian 
□ 

"We wish to indicate our belief that 
as the Referendum in December 1979 
Indicated the majority of electors pre¬ 


ferred the old “First Past the Post" 
system of voting to that used at the 
last election a new election should be 
held as soon as possible to ensure that 
the people of Norfolk Island have the 
Government they want." 

J and M. Hooper 

O 

"In accordance with the unanimous 
vote at a general membership meet¬ 
ing of the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers (one member ab¬ 
staining), and after full debate of the 
matter in two consecutive meetings, 
the following resolution is hereby sent 
to the members of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly and to the Administrator of 
Norfolk Island: 

"1. An objective of the Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
agreed to by each member, is to re¬ 
store on Norfolk Island a principle 
which prevailed on Pitcairn Island be¬ 
fore our ancestors accepted Norfolk 
Island as their new homeland. This 
principle is that a government auth¬ 
ority - "is not to assume any power 
or authority on his own responsibility, 
or without the consent of the majority 
of the people". 

"2. On 6th November, 1978 the So¬ 
ciety resolved that it would "not re¬ 


gard any form of Norfolk Island govern¬ 
ment as being fully legitimate unless 
it has received the formal consent of 
the majority of the electors to be gov¬ 
erned." 

"3. Each of tiie nine members of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly 
holds authority Without the consent of 
the majority of the people having been 
determined. Each one was elected 
when he was known to have the consent 
of only a minority of the people, under 
a voting system which was forced on the 
people without their consent. 

"4. At Referendum on 12th December, 
1979 a majority of die people voted 
that the method by which tiie members 
of the Assembly were elected was un¬ 
acceptable to them. 

"5. In accordance with the objec¬ 
tives of the Society, the Society’s 
resolution erf 6th November, 1978, 
and the result of the Referendum on 
12th December, 1979, we declare 
that the Society does not regard the 
present membership of the Legislative 
Assembly as fully legitimate. 

"6. The Society therefore asks that a 
re-election of the membership of the 
Legislative Assembly be held without 
any delay, using the method of 
voting which the majority of the peo¬ 
ple have supported." 

D 

"We have listened carefully to the 
debate in tiie Legislative Assembly 
regarding action to be taken as a 
result of the recent Referendum, in 
which a majority of electors expres¬ 
sed dis-satisfaction with the metiiod 
used. 

"In our opinion it therefore is nec- 
cessary to hold another election and 
the only item remaining to be dealt 
with is THE DATE ." 

Marian & Bill Underwood 

□ 

"The Norfolk Island Chamber of 
Commerce sent out a Questionnaire 
to all members on February 27, 1980. 

"Up to tiie present date, March 11, 
1980. the following results were ob¬ 
tained: 

Number of Questionnaires sent 102 


Total replied to date 49 

Total "YES" replies 30 

Total "NO" replies 15 

Already voted 2 

No Comment 2 


"Replies have not been received 
from 53 members. 

"A copy of the Questionnaire and 
covering letter is enclosed for your 
information." 

"Dear Member, 

"Members of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce will be aware that a Referen- 
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dum on the method of election of 
Members of the Legislative Assembly 
took place on Wednesday, December 
12 last. The result was a total of 
4S3 with a NO vote against 339 with 
a YES vote. These results clearly 
-.how that the majority of voters fa¬ 
voured a return to the old electoral 
system of "first past the post". 

"Siiice the Referendum the Govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island has undertaken 
to introduce legislation to amend the 
present unacceptable electoral system. 
Meanwhile, same members of the 
Assembly and the public believe that, 
in view of the Referendum results, 'a 
new election should take place as soon 
as possible. At the last meeting of 
the Legislative Assembly a motion was 
carried, namely - 'The Assembly have 
a full and open discussion of this mat¬ 
ter and of the views electors may ex¬ 
press at its next ordinary meeting in 
March. * 

"This meeting will be held on Tues¬ 
day, March 11. 

"Two organisations - the Society of 
Pitcairn Descendants and the Accom¬ 
modation Proprietors Association - have 
canvassed their members* views on the 
election issue and the results have 
been relayed to His Honour the Admin¬ 
istrator and Assembly members. 

"In light of the foregoing you execu¬ 
tive committee believes it should seek 
you views on the matter. To this end 
it has accordingly devised a simple poll 
poll questionnaire. 

"To obviate duplication of votes 
members of this Chamber who have 
already voted on this issue through, for 
instance, the Society of Pitcairn De¬ 
scendants or the Accommodation Pro 
prietors Association should indicate 
this by placing a tick in the appro¬ 
priate place. 

"Please complete the questionnaire 
which is attached and retun it to the 
Hon. Secretary in the enclosed enve¬ 
lope before Wednesday, March 6, 1980. 

"In order to ensue confidentiality die 
attached form need not be signed. The 
results of the Poll will be conveyed to 
His Honour die Administrator and As¬ 
sembly members pricir to their next 
neeting on a number basis only." 

NORFOLK ISLAND CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
Newman 
acting President 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 

The referendum on the method of 
election of Members of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly held on December 12, 
1979, demonstrated that the elec¬ 
tors preferred the old electoral sys¬ 
tem of "first past the post". 

In view of this do you advocate a 
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new election be held as soon as 
possible? 

Please tick die appropriate box 
Ye* 

' ..4J* 

Have already voted on 
diis question 

No corriltient 

□ 

"There seems to be ho legitimate 
reason to dissolve the present Assem¬ 
bly and hold another election. 

"Local Government bodies have 
been dissolved on grounds of graft and 
corruption. Except in countries where 
purges and coups are the order of the 
day. Parliaments are dissolved only 
if the Government ceases to have the 
power to govern. This may occur if 
the party or parties forming the Gov¬ 
ernment lose the majority, or if an 
Upper House is controlled by a differ - 
ferent party to the Lower House and 
prevents passage of Bills. None of 
these circumstances is applicable to 
Norfolk Island there being no evidence 
of graft and corruption, no political 
parties, no Upper House and no loss 
of power to govern. 

"There is no justification whatever to 
call for a re-election on the grounds 
of the results of die referendum. All 
that the referendum ascertained was 
that a majority of the voters (smaller 
than that needed to change the Austra¬ 
lian Constitution) preferred the old meth¬ 
od of voting to the proportional voting 
system. Jt did not tell us if the major - 
ity of people approved of, liked, or had 
any faith in the old system of voting. 

To talk about “the voting method ap¬ 
proved at the Referendum" is to make 
an inference which has no logical 
foundation. 

"Surely the responsibly elected mem¬ 
bers of the Norfolk Island Assembly 
would not dissolve that Assembly on 
the basis of a falacious argument! 

"Therefore, in our opinion, there is 
no legitimate reason to hold another 
election until the end of the term of 
office of this Assembly." 

W.W. Sanders and E. M., Sanders . 



"i wish to make it understood to all 
concerned that there seems to be an 
opinion expressed by the Accommoda¬ 
tion Proprietor's Association, of which 
I am a member, that we unanimously 
support a move for another election, 
based on the old principle *>f elections. 

"At tiie February meeting of this as¬ 
sociation (when I was absent) there 
were thirteen members present out of 
a total of thirty-one members when 


this "unanimous” opinion was expres¬ 
sed. A letter was sent to The Admin¬ 
istrator from this meeting. At the 
next meeting in March,. I brought the 
matter to the notice of the meeting 
that I was appalled at such a decision 
being made. I seconded a motion by 
Mr. Vem Alston to the effect that 
this was only a unanimous decision 
of a small number of members. An- 


NORFOLK'S DENTIST. Eric Williams, . 
was able to combine some valuable 
professional information-gathering j 
with a holiday in Australia in February. ; 

He took part in the Australian Dental 
Association's Convention at Hobart, 
Tasmania, where he was able to be 
brought up-to-the-minute on materials 
and techniques that may benefit resi¬ 
dents of Norfolk. 

He has kindly prepared a brief report 
to let readers of The News about some 
of the things he learnt: 

"The Hobart Dental Convention was 
of peat value to me and I am sure in 
time will be of benefit to the island 
also. 

"When I left private practice seven 
years ago there were two or three com¬ 
posite materials on die market. To¬ 
day there are about sixty being mar¬ 
keted, some a lot better than others. 
Conventions such as the Hobart give us 
a chance of learning from researchers 
and others, including the Australian 
Bureau of Dental Standards, which 
are the best to use. 

"The speed of improving technology 
makes it difficult to keep making the 
right choices in materials -- products 
hitting tiie market today maybe out¬ 
dated in a few months time. 

"The Association holds these Con¬ 
ventions every four years. 

"The venue for the Scientific Pro¬ 
gram was the University Centre, 
University of Tasmania. 

"The opening ceremony on Sunday 
17 February at the Hobart Town Hall 
waa attended by about 600 dentists 
and their partners, representing many 
nationalities, the Governor of Tas¬ 
mania presented the Opening Address. 

"In the roll call of nations, states, 
and territories I was welcomed as 
the representative of the South Pacific. 

"The International Guest Lecturers 
were Dr. Ralph Yuodelis, Professor 
of Restorative Dentistry, University 
of Washington; Dr. Leori Silverstone, 
Professor and Head of the Department 
of Cariology University of Iowa; Dr. 


other letter has now been sent in 
this vein to The Administrator. 

"My Company, the South Pacific 
Hotel/Motel Limited wishes it to be 
known that we are of .the view that 
the Assembly was elected in a true 
democratic manner and trust all 
elected members will treat this as an 
instrument of confidence." 

A. Dyer. 


I John Ingle, Consultant to the World 
Health Organisation and formerly Dean 
of the Dental School, University of 
; Southern California; Dr. J.D. Strahan, 
Eastman Dental Hospital, London, U. 

K.; and Dr. D. C. Smith, University 
of Toronto, Canada. 

In addition there were many other 
lecturer* from Australia. In all 69 
lectures were presented along with 
many table demonstrations of mat¬ 
erials and techniques. 

The dental supply houses were there 
in force and presented a large trade 
display of materials and equipment. 

Dr. Silverstone's lectures were most 
interesting. It is now possible to 
create, in the laboratory.-carious les- 
sions in a tooth. These are indistin¬ 
guishable histologically from those 
which develop in teeth in the mouth, 
which lead to cavities. As a result, 
research is now proceeding to try to 
discover how to remineralise those 
lesions before the formation of a cav¬ 
ity occurs. 

At present flouride is used as the re- 
mineralising.agent, but it is hoped to 
produce something much more effec¬ 
tive in the future. 

"Doubts tint I held regarding some 
materials and techniques have been 
resolved by Dr. Silverstone and other 
lecturers and these will now be used in 
the future on Norfolk Island. 

"It appears that the composite (plas¬ 
tic) filling materials will be the mat¬ 
erials for the 80s and we can look for¬ 
ward to many improvements during 
this decade. 

Great tilings are expected of a new 
tooth-coloured filling material called 
a 'glass ionomer’. It has a limited 
application at present, but with im¬ 
provements in strength it will have a 
wider range of use. 

"It was a great Convention, extreme¬ 
ly well organised, and the Australian 
Dental Association must be commended 
for bringing to Australia a number of 
clinicians and researchers who are 
world leaden in their fields." 


New plastic fillings may 
be used hero, dentist says 
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N.I. TRADITION: 
Gains... 

THE LEGISLATIVE Assembly made its 
meeting procedures "more Norfolk" 
at its meeting in March, by getting 
ad of two standing rules that Austra¬ 
lia had recommended when the As¬ 
sembly was formed. 

One prevented anyone from speak¬ 
ing more than one time in any discus¬ 
sion. The other limited speakers to 
no more than five or ten minutes, de¬ 
pending on the subject. 

The rules stifled back-and-forth dis¬ 
cussion. From now on, members will 
be able to talk as often and as long 
as they like, provided they stay on 
the subject and aren't offensive. 

... & losses 

But two other procedural matters 
became apparent at the meeting, 
which make the Assembly different 
from the familiar old Norfolk Island 
Council style. 

One is that letters from the public 
to the Assembly or to the Administra¬ 
tor are not going to be read out in 
meetings, as such letters were in the 
Council days. 

The other is that motions made by 
members can be amended so complete¬ 
ly as to make them unrecognisable. 

The tradition in Council was that an 
original motion was often amended 
if the members thought the change 
improved the original idea -- but the 
original idea was eventually voted 
on, yes or no, even if in a modified 
form. 

Assembly rules allow an original 
motion to be replaced by a totally 
different one, if a majority want to 
avoid voting on the original. 

This happened twice on March 11th. 
One original motion read as follows; 

"(1) because the electors were pre¬ 
vented from using their traditional 
voting method at the election on 1 
August 1979; 

"(2) because their votes in that elec¬ 
tion were counted by a radically 
changed method which was never of¬ 
ficially explained to the electors; and 
"(3) because a majority of the elec¬ 
tors voted on 12 December 1979 that 
proportional representation is not an 
acceptable method of electing the 
Assembly, --the electors should be al¬ 
lowed to vote again, this time in their 
traditional manner, to ensure that the 
Assembly is constituted in a manner 
that is acceptable to the majority of 
electors." 
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President David Buffett moved that 
the motion be amended by changing 
it to read as follows; 

"Although (a) die electors were not 
able to use their traditional voting 
method on 1 August 1979; 

"(b) there may have been some 
misunderstanding of the electoral 
method, and 

"(c) die electors have now stated 
their view that proportional represen¬ 
tation is not an acceptable method of 
electing Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, -- this House is of the 
opinion (a) that the present Assembly 
has been legally elected; (b) that 
all reasonable steps have been taken 
to ensure that the method of voting is 
changed for the next general election, 
and (c) that no general election should 
occur until the term of the current 
Assembly expires in 1982". 

Six members liked that motion bet¬ 
ter than the original one, and dump¬ 
ed the original without having to 
vote against it, 

A later original motion read: 

"(1) having regard to the result of 
the recent referendum in which the 
people of the Island rejected propor¬ 
tional representation and asked for a 
return to the old system of voting and 
"(2) having regard to the fact that 
the Members of this House were elect¬ 
ed by the system rejected by die 
voters--this House (a) requests the Min¬ 
ister to call a referendum forthwith on 
the question whether there should now 
be a new election using the voting 
system approved by the electors and 
(b) agrees that it is bound by the re¬ 
sult as expressed in the higher number 
of votes one way or the other. * 

President Buffett moved an amend¬ 
ment to it too, proposing that it be 
changed to read as follows; 

"(1) having regard to the result of the 
recent referendum in which the peo¬ 
ple of the Island rejected proportion¬ 
al representation and asked for a 
return to the old system of voting 
This House endorses the introduction 
of a Bill for an Act to amend the 
Legislative Assembly Ordinance 1979 
proposed at today's sitting o( the Nor¬ 
folk Island Legislative Assembly, to 
reintroduce the old system of voting 
in Norfolk Island, namely the first 
past the post system". 

Once again the majority agreed, 
and avoided have to vote yes or no 
on the original by amending it into 
something very different. 
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Work-Hours to 
be compulsory? 

A MOVE to have Norfolk's govern¬ 
ment bring in regulations of work 
hours in private industry on Norfolk 
was foreshadowed by Mr. Gilbert 
Jackson at the March Assembly 
meeting. 

In a statement titled "40-hour 
Week", he raised the matter and in¬ 
vited comments from the public. 

His statement will be debated at 
the meeting set for April 9th. 

The statement read; 

"The present situation on the Island 
in regards to working hours is as 
follows: 

"The Administration staff and its 
workers work 40 hours a week. 

“Hotel and motel staff work 48 
hours, over a six-day week. 

"Other workers in industry and the 
private sector work hours which are 
determined by negotiation. 

"It is my considered opinion that 
the hours worked by individual em¬ 
ployees should be looked at by the 
Government. 

"The purpose of this paper is to in¬ 
vite comments by the public on the 
proposal, and to have the views of 
Members expressed in the House at 
the next sitting." 


It's your 
Island- 



keep 

Tkxjdk 

dean! 
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know. Someone just suddenly produc¬ 
ed the map with that panhandle on 
it. 

"It arose out of this 'fifth vote' 
misunderstanding, which has, you 
know, no real legal basis. 

"We don't want to be nasty and 
take it off. 1 mean that would be 
a little offensive to everyone. 

"It's one of those slips that's hap¬ 
pened, and given it some sort of cred¬ 
ibility, by just repeated usage, and 
—um--that's really the answer." 

Mr. Hugh Wyndham (Head of the 
Papua New Guinea Section.in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, and 
a specialist on South Pacific Commis¬ 
sion): “I think the point is that Nor 
folk Island has always been within 
the area of the South Pacific Commis¬ 


sion, from 1947. But being within the 
area is not sufficient to justify a seat, 
a separate seat, at die South Pacific 
Conference. That's governed by a 
separate article of the Canberra Agree¬ 
ment which relates to participation 
in the Conference, which Mr. McDon- 
ale quoted, but which basically says 
that participation in the Conference 
will be those countries that are par¬ 
ties to the Canberra Agreement, plus 
territories within the area that are 
designated for that purpose by the 
Commission. That was done at an 
early date in the life of die Commis¬ 
sion, and it hasn't essentially been 
revised since." 

Bryan Nunn MLA: "You wouldn't 
feel that geographically 1,000 miles 
of water don't make it (Norfolk Island 


-ed.) geographically separate? You 
wouldn't think that its background 
of the settlement of the Pitqajtners 
would have some bearing on its eth¬ 
nical difference? You wouldn't feel 
that any of these cases allow Norfolk 
Island to be considered a somewhat 
different proposition to metropolitan 
Australia?" 

Mr. McDonald: "My answer to all 
those is no. I think that's how I'm 
going to have to put it. Let me say, 
though, that the fact there are some 
differences is the reason that Norfolk 
is a territory in its own right, as dis¬ 
tinct from being a part of New South 
Wales, if you like. There are no 
hard and fast rules about, you know, 
when is a country a long, long way 
away, and when it’s close. But Wes- 


The crucial map that *someone suddenly produced’ 

THE MAP OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION AREA MENT. 

ShOWS THE BOUNDARY-LINE REACHING SOME 700KM TENS OF THOUSANDS OF COPIES OF THE MAP HAVE 

SOUTH.IN ORDER TO INCLUDE NORFOLK ISLAND. BEEN PRODUCED AND CIRCULATED SINCE 1947. 

AUSTRALIA'S DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AT THE FOOT OF THE MAP IS THE LEGEND, "COM- 

SAYS "WE REALLY DON'T KNOW" WHY THE MAP WAS PILED AND DRAWN BY DIVISION OF NATIONAL MAP- 

DRAWN THIS WAY, AND THAT IT WAS AN ERROR. PING, DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL RESOURCES, CAN- 

“SOMEONE JUST SUDDENLY PRODUCED THE MAP BERRA, A.C.T....PRINTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN 

with That panhandle on it, " says the depart- government printer*. 

























tern Australia, for example, Perth, 
is 2± thousand miles from die east 
coast... 

"There are ethnic communities in 
Australia which are as distinctive from 
what you might call the mainstream, 
homogeneous population as people on 
Norfolk. You've got your aboriginals, 
you've got your Torres Strait Islanders, 
you've got the South Seas islanders-- 
there are 3, 000 South Seas islanders 
in a community up around Mackay-- 
you've got your long-standing Italian 
and German ethnic communities in 
different areas, and so forth. 

"So it's a, you know, very difficult 
and could be dangerous game to sort 
of draw too much attention to--ah-- 
ethnic differences which aren't sharp 
and diverse. 

"I would think that in terms of geo¬ 
graphy and history and ethnic origins 
that you fit very neatly into the Aus¬ 
tralian community. 

"But that’s not for me to decide. It 
has been decided." 

Ed Howard MLA : "We've had a re¬ 
markable brick handed to us this morn¬ 
ing in being informed, in Mr. McDon¬ 
ald's very clear statement, that there 
never was any association between 
Norfolk Island and the South Pacific 
Commission or the South Pacific Con¬ 
ference. 

"He mentioned it as though it were 
a minor matter, one of those little 
slips of record-keeping that isn't of 
much consequence. I think what he 
has said is extraordinarily newsworthy 
in the South Pacific. I think there 
will be many members of the South 
Pacific Commission and Forum who 
will be astonished to hear what he's 
said. I know the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission is going to be astonished to 
hear what he's said, because all of 
its publications, every single one, 
list Norfolk Island as a territory that 
is one of the territories covered by a 
the Commission... 

"It's a statement of tremendous. 


basic importance to Norfolk Island and 
its constitutional position and its 
future... 

"I don't think it’s an incidental 
little remark made in the course of an 
otherwise pleasant meeting. I think 
it's a bombshell so far as Norfolk 
Island is concerned, and I think it ought 
ought to be regarded as a statement 
of major significance in the relations 
between Australia and Norfolk... 

"The Commonwealth of Australia, 
for what may seem very good reasons 
to the Commonwealth of Australia, 
has simply grabbed Norfolk Island's 
200-mile zone and said 'that's ours*. 

I don't think it's a question that is 
finally resolved and answered simply 
because the Department of Foreign 
Affairs or the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment says 'that's the end of it--that't 
our zone--keep your hands off it'. I 
think it's one that will smoulder. 1 
think it will be resolved one way or 
another, and 1 think that if there's 
justice in the world it will be seen that 
that 200-mile zone is part of this 
island, the way 2 00-mile zones are 
parts of other islands all around the 
world. ” 

• 

Mr. McDonald: "I was explaining to 
the Chief Minister that the State gov¬ 
ernments have very much their own 
powers in die areas erf land, concessions 
— tax concessions -- and so forth for 
investment purposes. So if there's a 
sort of a seminar being conducted in 
the United States or in Japan or Europe 
on investment, it's sometimes more 
appropriate for the State government 
to be the representative. They usually 
go under an Australian hat; but if it's 
a private meeting it doesn't really 
matter. 

"So everything's done on an ad hoc 
basis. But when you get to a meeting 
of nations, which is the way the South 
Pacific structure is evolving, well then 
only the national authority can be the 
formal representative. 


"I think a very good way of illustrat¬ 
ing this is perhaps in the fishing area. 

1 know you people have passed a resol¬ 
ution on 200 mile zones. 

"1 think if you look at it this way: 
if the Japanese had to negotiate sep¬ 
arate treaties with the six Australian 
States, and the two Australian terri¬ 
tories which attract territorial zones 
or 200 mile zones, they would find 
it very difficult, and they would say 
'what's the point of having &n Austra¬ 
lian government?'... * 


Mr. McDonald: "I have no doubt that 
when we come to areas of interest in 
Norfolk Island, they'll certainly be 
consulted and involved in the formula¬ 
tion of a consensus." 

"Mr. Nunn; "Has that happened in 
die fishing industry, for instance? Has 
there been any consultation--as far as 
the fishing limits are concerned, and 
what is in Norfolk Island's interest?..." 

Mr. McDonald: “Let me first put 
in a reservation, that I haven't been 
handling the fisheries negotiations. 

But as you'll know from die press, 
there's been a lot of involvement with 
the Queensland government over the 
question of fishing off the Queensland 
coast, and 1 can assure you that the 
Tasmanian and other State govern¬ 
ments have been deeply Involved. 

"I must admit I don't know the ex¬ 
tent to which Norfolk Island has been 
consulted. But the Department of 
Home Affairs have been involved, 
and I would have thought that your 
interests were very very obvious, and 
very, you know, directly taken into 
account..." 

"There is an Australian Fisheries 
Council. And if you people weren't 
satisfied that-you're a --about the 
degree of consultation, I would have 
thought that you would seek mem¬ 
bership of the Australian Fisheries 
Council -- but 1 can't speak about 
that with any authority." 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

i_||-rC " A SHANTY “ (Desert adventure)... “CHATTERBOX" (Comedy)... "ESCAPE TO. WITCH | 
DiU MHO MOUNTAIN" (Walt Disney)... "SPIDERMAN STRIKES"... "I WANNA HOLD YOUR 
QpijCru is rn HAND" (Beatties)... "DRACULA" (Horror)... "END PLAY" (Thriller)..."GOOD GUYS 
OUntUULCLI WEAR BLACK" (Comedy-drama)... "BILLION DOLLAR THREAT" 

"Targe range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock" 


T/je TXorfolk j\lterr\ative 

ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES_WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


A TREE IS uniquely designed to sur¬ 
vive in its environment. Its leaf 
structure works as a combination 
vacuum pump, osmotic membrane, 
water catchment device... its root 
area as a growth determinant, feeder 
and explorer, a rock breaker and 
anchor. A tree occupies three dimen¬ 
sions; under the earth, upon the earth 
and above the earth. It is a tiered 
system of growth. Depending on the 
type, it has a life as short as one 
year and as long as 6000 years, older 
than all the recorded history of man. 

It is a solar cell par excellence. It 
is a renewable resource with a desigh 
structure of nearly unbelievable soph¬ 
istication and utilisation--the result 
of hundreds of rr\illions of years of 
ev olution, perhaps billions. 

Tree use ... The Wood Stove... 

^he old fashion wood stove, very com¬ 
mon on this Island until about 15 
years ago, is a most sophisticated in¬ 
vention. For with its use, man accom¬ 
plished a series of actions, a very rare 
event in the march to industrial tech¬ 
nology. Nearly all inventions are 
single purpose, but with the wood 
stove man cooks his food, warms his 
home and heats his water. One piece 
of wood accomplishes 3 processes in 
concert. Without a stove, those ac¬ 
tions are accomplished separately; 
gas or electricity for his food, wood 
cr hydrocarbon fuel for his heat, and 
same again for his hot water. The 
wood stove makes and can make in 
the future a great contribution to 
energy self sufficiency on the Island. 

Tree Use ... Gasification. 

An Auckland firm has recently re¬ 
engineered the old war-time charcoal 
burner with outstanding results. With 
a forge-like reaction chamber temper¬ 
ature of around T30t)p~a-strong gas 
flow, mainly hydrogen, nitrogen and 
carbonmonoxide, is assured. The pro¬ 
duction model is designed around a 
comparatively inefficient wood (pinus 
radiata builder's offcuts) yet an energy 
ratio of 9 to 1, petrol/wood is obtain¬ 
ed, without any processing or prepar¬ 
ation of the fuel. Although clumsy 
in layout, it is quite suitable in its 
present form for installing on a truck 
or stationary engine, preferably inter¬ 


nal combustion. Adaption to diesel 
is satisfactory, but the governing ac¬ 
tion requires further work. Its appli¬ 
cation to hotel and hospital hot water 
is obvious, on this Island. 

Tree Use. .. Fermentation 
The process of breaking down wood 
cellulose by yeast (and other) fermen¬ 
tation is well-known, with further 
distillation producing turpentine, 
methylated spirits, wood alcohol, 
methanol ethanol, fuesil oil, euca- 
lypt oil and others. Further research 
into the economics of this process is 
continuing in many parts of the world 
and it is probably only a matter of 
time before the techniques are refined 
to the point of every-day use. 

Tree use ... Tapping 
Many trees such as the rubber tree 
exude a sap suitable for fuel proces¬ 
sing and further research is turning up 
literally hundreds of others. This is 
an area of development that has hard¬ 
ly been... you guessed it. 

Tree use ... Building 
6f all the building mater iris available 
to man, wood is the most versatile, 
requires the least energy inputs and if 
suitably treated, has a very long life. 
Building specialisation is of marginal 
value on Norfolk, and as a conse 
quence we still have skilled carpen 
ters and joiners who with the old-fash¬ 
ioned and basic trade tools of hammer, 
saw, rule and square can still build 
comfortable and environmentally suit¬ 
able homes. Most of the older homes 
on Norfolk reflect the low cost, avail¬ 
ability, and quality of Norfolk pine. 

At the same time, the use of pine 
has provided continuous employment 
for generations of Islanders in the saw- 
milling industry. This is self-suffi¬ 
ciency at its best. ■ 

In recent times imported timber, 
mainly NZ pinus insignis/radiata has 
replaced some use of Norfolk pine and 
this has had an important side effect, 
an unintended benefit, in that the 
local pine has been conserved. The 
continuing use of various types of 
eucalypts for post and poles is another 
example of self support. The instal¬ 
lation of the wood treatment plant is 
a good example of forward thinking 


by Administrator Marsh in the late 
Sixties. 

Trees. ♦. Boatbuilding 
The launching of the Resolution in the 
Twenties, built by local craftsmen of 
local timber as an Island venture is 
something we could well repeat one 
day. The times were against the 
Resolution, and it was unfortunate 
that the Island’s dream of a Norfolk- 
run trading vessel was not realised. 

Warick Hood, the noted naval arch¬ 
itect, has recently completed plans 
for a modern sailing ship, with elec¬ 
tric "coffee grinder" winches. The 
West German Government has just 
commissioned a Bremen shipyard to 
build a modern sailing ship. It is not 
an idle thought to think that we could 
do the same. The economics of 
shipping freights are obvious to us-all 
and we cannot assume that they will 
go down in the foreseeable future. 

We have the timber, a treatment 
plant capable of treating to marine 
use, and the necessary skills are still 
with us. Our latitude, and the lati¬ 
tudes of the ports of our trading part¬ 
ners, favour the use of wind-driven 
transport and these are facts of signi¬ 
ficance. 

Trees as food supply , 
to list the total number of tree spe¬ 
cies that provide food of some type 
is beyond me. It must run to many 
many thousands. We are familiar 
with most that grow on the Island 
thou I am sometimes surprised by 
ones new to me. Some are of com¬ 
paratively recent introduction. Many 
have been here for one to two hundred 
years, and show marked climatic adap¬ 
tion. There is some eviednee that 
the banana was introduced first by the 
early Polynesians at the times of their 
ocean migrations. 

(If they stopped here, why didn't 
they settle? The economy and struc¬ 
ture of more primitive societies ob¬ 
viously have priorities that are not 
clear to us today) 

Tree foods are generally of higher 
protein equivalents than non-tree 
foods. This welcome advantage comes 
about through two main factors. One, 
trees usually have only one crop per 
year. As the crop is the tree's seed 
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;.t has a whole year to concentrate 
its best endeavours upon its young. 
Vegetable crops are of one to six 
months life, and their food value/ 
protein equivalent is usually (but not 
always) that much lower. Two, a 
tree’s root system may extend from 
a few feet to over sixty feet down 
into the highly-mineralised subsoil 
and the water-saturated layers. Apart 
from the surface rooters such as citrus 
i lost trees on Norfolk remain relative¬ 
ly immune from drought. An approx¬ 
imate comparison of food value in 
protein equivalents is one pound of 
beef 2800 calories, one pound of ma- 
cadamia nuts 3S00 calories. 

To a very large extent a tree is 
self sustaining. The roots feed upon 
the mineral horizons not available to 
other plant life or ourselves (unless we 
mine for it). The tree pumps nutri¬ 
ments through to the leaves, which in 
turn fall--fertilising and mulching the 
top soil underneath. Leaves are con¬ 
sidered the best of composts. 

The seasonal act of flowering brings 
with it three other foods: honey-dew, 
a sap-like substance exuded from the 
branch stems; pollen; and honey from 
the bees. All these products have a 
very high international value. Honey- 
4ew and pollen are prized delicacies 
with an ancient tradition, while the 
world supply of honey was, for 1978, 
38,000 tonnes short. 

The many Tree Crops Associations 
around the world are promoting a new/ 
old agriculture, commonly called 
tiered agriculture. Crop-bearing 
trees are planted at a spacing which 
permits maximum crop growth--de¬ 
pending on the tree of course--approx¬ 
imately 80 per acre. At this spacing, 
inter-row cropping of vegetables is 
carried out, or less exploitively, 
grass is grown for stock. The latter 
system seems the mare compatible. 
The urine and dung from the stock 
add to tree growth, and the trees 
provide shade, shelter and in some 
cases food for the stock. The famous 
cork forests of Portugal, for example. 
And of course up in the air we have 
thq crop and honey products. Apart 
from the increase value/volume per 
acre, this is a sensible and environ¬ 
mentally better way of land use than 
our normal mono-culture. There 
is nothing new about it. It's just 
that we take so long to catch up 
some times. 

Trees have another marvelous advan¬ 
tage over most other plant life. They 
will grow in places other plants won’t, 
on steep sidings, on hills, on cliff 
faces. One hardy pine is growing in 
the middle of a rock down Emily Bay. 
i always feel like patting him/her. 

Apart from water, the chief factor 


governing tree growth is light. Trees 
like growing on hills because each 
tree gets an adequate share of light. 

On an island like this with many hills 
that grow grass poorly, trees are the 
logical alternative. By terracing, 
the water-retention capacity.of Ae 
hill can be multiplied sevetal times 
over, run off is avoided, erosion is 
contained, and tree growth is trebled. 
In aiming towards Island self sufficien¬ 
cy, correct land utilisation is a must, 
and terracing is a simple once-only 
cost. Yoemans pioneered techniques 
that revolutionised dry-land farming 
in the twenties. He seems to have 
been a man before his time, as it is 
only now that we are beginning to ap¬ 
preciate his vision. 

Trees as fuel. 

When grown commercially. Bees are 
considered as a form of farming with 
a planting time, a maintenance per¬ 
iod, and a harvest period. Many of 
the trees on Norfolk are of a coppicing 
habit, that is, they will sprout new 
shoots and grow again after being fell¬ 
ed. From a labout/economic point 
of view this habit can be of consider¬ 
able value as it permits one labour- 
intensive aspect of a normal farming 
operation to be omitted. Guava, a 
good burning wood, coppices readily 
(as we are only too well aware). The 
same is true of olive, and of course 
many of die eucs. These three trees 
are excellent fuel trees. They dry 
well, yet saw easily when green. 

They split well for the stove or Brae- 
mar. They are not too tarry yet give 
good heat, and not much ash to clog 
up the grate. I don’t know what die 
cut/coppice/cut cycle is here on Nor¬ 
folk, but in NZ studies of gum as fuel, 
seven years is considered the economic 
period. I would think that for gums 
we would do the same in five. There 
are no firm figures available for how 
long a period it would be possible to 
repeat this cycle. Tap-root varieties 
that were well into the sub soil might 
do so indefinitely. 

Trees as Wood 

We have dealt with trees in most of 
the obvious ways. Now for some of 
the less obvious. 

Wood for shingles. In years gone by 
shingle roofs were quite common on 
Norfolk but 1 can only think of two 
places where they have been used in 
recent years, Fletcher Christian Ap¬ 
artments and Paris Boutique. Both are 
good examples of the art, and shingle¬ 
splitting is certainly that. 

Wood for roads. End grain blocks of 
red gum were very common in Austra¬ 
lian cities up until just a few years ago. 
They made excellent non-wearing 
maintenance-free roads for over 100 
years. 


Wood for tanks. A common sight 
last century that is coming back into 
its own is the plank tank. When well 
made with rebated 8X2s it was water 
proof (after die first few days), homely 
yet fitting well into the life style' of 
the times. Nowadays they are tension¬ 
ed up with fencing wire and if they 
leak, a plastic liner fitted. 

WIND ENERGY 

We are getting into deep water, or 
turbulent air if you like, with this one. 

Windmills have a very long history, 
going back nearly 2000 yean. They 
work, in a fashion. They have a hun¬ 
dred minor faults, and one basic one— 
whicb is that they fall to bits in high 
winds. This reflects a problem with 
alternative technologies; There are 
no free lunches. Windmill design 
through the centuries has reflected man* 
inability to get a design that will func¬ 
tion adequately in low wind flow and 
yet won’t blow to pieces in high flows. 
It is currently being said that if the 
sails are reinforced to the point where 
they remain intact in high winds, they 
are so heavy that they will just not ro¬ 
ute in even moderate breezes, which 
is what conditions on Norfolk are most 
of the time. There are dozens of de¬ 
signs grappling with this problem. But 
as of 1980, there are just no fully satis¬ 
factory answers. 

What we get is various compromises: 
mills that are functional for 80^fc of the 
expected wind flow, but don't work 
under about 6 knots, and de-activate, 
through a variety of mechanisms, at • 
winds over 30 knots. 

The Nullabor plain is littered with 
PMG repeater/translator windmills that 
failed to de-activate one day. 

I saw an interesting small mill for a 
water pump recently that had no uil/ 
steering vane at all. In high winds the 
sail angles had a cancelling effect and 
it swung out of directional alignment. 
When the wind eased it swung back into 
line. The wind was about 20 knots at 
the time and the idea was working 
quite well. In a gale, who knows? For 
Norfolk though it could be ideal for a 
gravity unk pump. We don’t get much 
wind over 25 knots--believe it or not, 
just a few times a year—and I was very 
impressed with the price: $180 includ¬ 
ing pump and rods. 

More on wind power, including gen¬ 
erators, next month. 


"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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Norfolk 

MANY MAINLANDERS who have 
moved here since the 60's initially 
came to this beautiful place as tour¬ 
ists, had a love affair with the island 
and determined to find a way some 
day, some how, to live here. With 
stringent immigration restrictions, a 
small population and little com¬ 
merce it took ingenuity and courage 
for most to do it and Norfolk, con¬ 
sequently, is filled with strong char¬ 
acters of independent natures and 
free spirits. Many living here are 
doing things they never did in their 
former homes but most are general¬ 
ly doing what they wait to be doing. 
Almost all happily share any exper¬ 
tise they had before coming here or 
have learned while living here. 

The tourist boom really started in 
the 60's. What was Norfolk like be¬ 
fore that, for the adventurous tour¬ 
ist who found this little pinpoint of 
an island in the South Pacific? Did 
tourists try to move here, back then, 
after spending a delightful holiday 
oh the island? 

"Not usually - but some people just 
moved here sight unseen. There was 
Graham Cobb and his fourth wife from 
Lancashire, England, who bought a 
house that was advertised in "Pacific 
Islands Monthly " and didn't even 
know where Norfolk was.” 

These comments and ones follow¬ 
ing are from two old-time visitors 
to Norfolk, Vera and Norm Lewis 
from Papakura, New Zealand. They 
came here for the first time in 1950 
and have recently had their 23rd 
holiday on Norfolk Island. They 
have a thousand friends here and have 
almost become part of Norfolk's 
unique lifestyle themselves. 

"The D C 3 took five and a half 
hours from New Zealand in those 
days and leaked oil from every port. 

"There was no airport building -- 
just a little hut. When you were 
leaving you just sat on the grass with 
your bits of luggage waiting for the 
plane. They had to get the cows off 
before they could land the planes. 

"The first thing one saw from the 
air were two pine trees - one of them 
grew like an "N" and the other like an 
"I". They had to come down later as 
they were hazardous to flying. 

“In those days there were only four 
guest houses. 'Felacita' (which is the 
old building on the side of the Norfolk 
Hotel and was owned by Betty Evans), 
'Hillcrest' (an old home run by Iris 



Thomas-nee Bataille - and her hus¬ 
band. Iris was an excellent cook and 
a lovely person and they had wonder¬ 
ful parties). Then there was 'Auntie 
Carr's* and 'Lincoln Lodge' - later to 
be called the 'Paradise'- not to be con¬ 
fused with the present Paradise which 
used to be called 'Oceanside'. It was 
run by Madeline and Jim Hamilton. 
They had one-armed bandits but the 
Council made them take them out. " 

Vera remembered staying at the old 
Paradise one year. She had written to 
Jim asking him not to put them near 
the South Seas room where they had a 
cabaret because of the noise. 

"So he put us in room 10 on the bal¬ 
cony. You got to room 10 by turning 
right out of the front door and along 
the verandah there was a door opening 
into a little twin-bedded room with a 
wardrobe. 

y&s 
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WITH ALICE HOWARD 
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"Now the first morning we woke up 
and there was a knock on the wardrobe 
door. And we sat up in bed and 
through our clothes came two cups of 
tea. From inside the hotel, you got 
to that room through a broom cup¬ 
board and then the wardrobe." 

"The pictures were in the Girl Guide 
Hall at the school at Middlegate and 
you sat on forms with no backs and the 
machine kept breaking down. One 
Saturday night it broke down 14 times 
and when we came out at one o'clock 
in the morning, the second house was 
waiting to go in. 

"Before that cinema, there was one 
at a barn near "Moira" where people 
used to have bets on the beetles going 
up the wall," added Norm. 

"In those days nobody had any money. 
We had very little to eat — no vege¬ 
tables, no fruits -- only what you could 
get off of the trees and we jolly well 
starved sometimes, " said Vera. 


IVING 

“People shared what they had to 
share. If the boat couldn't get in and 
had to sail off for the Solomons, there 
were no potatoes, no flour, no sugar. 

It was an adventure to run a guest house 
in those days all right. 

"The people were very charming - 
mostly islanders, of course. There 
were no jobs for young people so they 
left the island. They were good look¬ 
ers -- very handsome. 

"There was no commercialism in 
those days - there were only about 
four shops. It was Ken Prentice who 
started a little duty-free shop at the 
top of Taylor’s Road. This was in 
1953 or thereabouts. By jove, he had 
some cheap things. People used to 
cue up to buy things - he didn't have 
to do anything. 

"Visiting people was the main thing 
to do in those days. Everyone rode 
horses. We used to get our horses from 
Ike Christian, who was blind. His 
great Uncle, he said, was with Capt. 
Cook when he was assassinated in Ha¬ 
waii. It was Ike who went up in a 
whale boat on a whale's tail between 
here and Phillip. Everyone fell off 
their seats in the boat but everyone 
stayed with the boat. 

"The first sightseeing truck was 
Marie Bailey's. I* had forms on it 
and you had to go up onto it by a 
little ladder. It was a very nice tour. _ 
Marie would tell all about the history 
of the island and it upset me for two 
days the first time I heard about the 
prisoners. All of Kingston was still a 
ruin and everything was derelict. The 
Americans pulled down a lot of the 
prison ruins and used a lot of that rub¬ 
ble to build the airstrip for the war. 
They also chopped down the Avenue 
of Pines. 

"In the old days they had no hearse 
and they used to take the bodies on 
the truck in the coffin with the Union 
Jack on top of the coffin. 

"I remember one woman who was 
here on holiday who s&id she hoped 
she didn't die on Norfolk since she had 
seen two men and a dog sitting on a 
coffin on its way to Kingston." 

There used to be a cabaret on the 
top of Mt. Bates. It was closed be¬ 
cause there had been a dreadful acci¬ 
dent on the way down one night but 
two men, the McCarthy brothers, 
were planning to reopen it and spe¬ 
cialise in Southern Fried Chicken. 

They were off the yacht" Ho Ho", a 
twin-masted ketch which went on the 
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rock* during a storm. The Norwegian 
skipper stayed here for two and a half 
years while he built "Ho Ho" the 
second. 

Vera and Norm remembered the 
time they decided to ride up to see 
how the boys were going with the 
building of the new restaurant. They 
mounted their hor.es and went up to 
the top of Mt. Bates. 

"As soon as the boys saw us they stop¬ 
ped work. There was a table outside 
full of bottles and we began reminisc¬ 
ing about Australia and former days. 
Marie's tour bus suddenly appeared and 
we quickly got rid of all the bottles. 

In the meantime our horses, which we 
had tethered on clotheslines, had got 
away and were half way down the 
mountain with their saddles under¬ 
neath. We did get into trouble in 
those days!" 

Vera and Norm have noticed a 
change in the island over the years, 
naturally. 

"Especially as far as Burnt Pine goes, " 
says Norm. "The atmosphere of the 
place has changed too. It used to go 
rather peculiarly quiet in the after¬ 
noons, and it seemed to be ghostly. 

You could feel it. 

"There used to be lots of music in 
t^e old days and plays. Everyone was 
poor and all got together for their 
entertainment. 

"Bob Dewey was a most marvelous 
pianist. He lived at Music Valley for 
many years. His uncle was a cousin 
of Admiral Dewey. 

"And Elsie Peddle used to be very 
good at plays. She and Dolly Long. 

"And Harvey Christian played the 
piano. A waltz was a waltz and had 
to be a waltz. If you didn't dance pro¬ 
perly he'd stop playing. 

"Tom Bailey played the violin very 
beautifully. 

"I used to spend all evening on the 
piano -- Johnny Carr too. I wrote a 
song years ago. Norm was out, the . 

radio was on. The announcer said 
something about 'Reproachfully Yours' 
a fox trot. So I wrote words to the 
tune as a fox trot. When I came to 
the island I played it and Alec Nash 
got the tune off on his accordian and 
when we went to a ball they played it." 

The words began: 

'Oh haven't you been to Norfolk 
Island? 

'The Paradise in the Southern Sea. 
'Haven't you seen the stately pine 
trees? 

'That fascinate your memory... *" 


Still writing tunes, still planning 
more trips to Norfolk. The Lewises 
are great friends of the Island. 


I Maui Cooking suits Norfolk 

THERE IS fascinating food on Maui in 
the Hawaiian Islands. So many of 
the fruits and vegetables grown there 
are the same ones we grow on Not* 
folk. With the exception of coconut, 
mangoes, crayfish, prawns and a few 
other local Hawaiian fish our chances 
of reproducing the Maui food style 
are excellent. And, of course, the 
Polynesian flavor of life exists in both 
places. 

For breakfasts various hotels and res¬ 
taurants feature guava juice, papayas 
(paw-paw) with limes, decorated with 
an orchid (not easy here) pineapple 
with a wedge of paw-paw, waffles 
with honey or coconut syrup or grated 
coconut. With toast they present 
trays of tropical preserves -guava, 
pineapple and paw-paw. 

For h'ors d'oeuvres they serve nib¬ 
bles of watermelon, paw-paw and 
pineapple. Or baked paw-paw filled 
with cream and cottage cheese with 
curry and cinnamon. Or tiny field 
mushrooms in a buttery brioche. 

For entrees how about trying spare- 
ribs glazed with a plum sauce made 
from Norfolk Natal plums? Or cur¬ 
ried lamb with spiced guava, raisin- 
studded rice and a chutney of paw¬ 
paw, chopped macad mia nuts and 
shredded coconut, (you'll have to use 
packaged, of course). What about 
trying to wrap chunks of pork and 
beef in taro leaves 10 to a bundle and 
tying these with long strips of taro 
and steaming them? Or trumpeter 
cooked in lime or lemon juice and 
served with a butter sauce? 

For salads why not tty Waldorf salad 
if you have apples (China pears will do) 
and macademia nuts, are in season 
now. Or a green salad tossed with 
your favorite dressing but add paw-paw 
seeds, toasted or raw. 

For fish dishes the Hawaiian* sautee 
Mahimahi with white wine and a 
little tomato served with a banana 
fritter. Substitute Trumpeter for the 
Mahimahi. They serve limpets in 
pies • quite like our hi hi's. And 
don't forget Tahitian fish - strips of 
firm white fish "cooked" in lemon and 
lime juices served in a wooden bowl 
with a Ti leaf (lots here). 

The desserts on Maul are quite simi¬ 
lar to ours. Macademla nut cream pie, 
coconut cream pie, guava pie, sher¬ 
bets made from passionfruit, guava 
and watermelon. They have a sweet 
they call "Kulolo" which is made 
from grated taro and coconut cut into 
squares like a cake. 

Other suggestions are taro pounded 
into "Poi", fried tortillas with guaca- 


mole (avocado mashed with lemon 
juice. Tabasco, onion, salt and pep¬ 
per) and cheese. Macademia nut 
muffins. 

The famous island bread is called 
“Lavash". It is served with dinners, 
salads, etc. Recipe is below. 

Lavash 

6 cups sifted plain flour 
3 cups corn flour 
3 whole eggs 

1 cup shortening 
1| Tablespoons salt 
2i teaspoons sugar 

2 cups milk 
Sesame seeds 
Poppy seeds. 

Work all ingredients into a firm 
dough. Let rest for a half hour. 

Roll the doug^i out very thinly. Place 
it on a sheet pan which has been lib¬ 
erally sprinkled with sesame seeds. 
Sprinkle sesame seeds on top. Bake 
for 15 minutes in a 375 degree oven. 

Tricks to this recipe are: (1) don't 
grease the pans. (2) be sure to roll 
dough paper thin. 

You will get 6 sheet pans of "Lav¬ 
ash" from this recipe. 

(P.S. They put frangipani blossoms 
on bed pillows at night. Hmmmmm.) 

Pork chops 

Trim excess (at from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
!the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour bet ore serving the 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
\ add any one ol the loilowing: 

V2 cup canned mushrooms in 
butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
V2 cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

|l cup canned tomatoes 
[seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 


6 
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PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD 
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MARCH HAS BEEN a quiet month, a 
good month to get stuck into the gar¬ 
den. Cyclone Zena made her pres¬ 
ence felt on the island for a day or 
two with strong winds and a good deal 
of rain - most welcome indeed. The 
winds left a trail of debris - broken 
tree limbs, leaves etc., but fortunate¬ 
ly very little structural damage. Even 
Watermill Dam became choppy. One 
aspect of the cyclone which was most 
amusing was seeing the N.I. Airline's 
Kingair anchored from the front to 
John Brown's Land Cruiser and the two 
wings anchored to two 44 gallon drums 
of water! However, it wouldn’t have 
been amusing at all for the wind to 
topple over the plane. 

It was lovely last Sunday to see a 
long line of horses and their young 
riders all heading out to Steeles Point. 
The Pony Club members were on 
their way to celebrate the Club's 
second birthday with a sausage sizzle 
out on the reserve. Dick Mason and 
Pieter Swynenburg were very willing 
cooks while Beryl Lackey and Jo 
Wiltshier were busy dispensing sausages 
and sauce. Even the horses didn't miss 
out - there were plenty of watermelon 
skins for them to enjoy. Vern Alston, 
as the recently elected President, was 
given the task of cutting the cake, 
appropriately decorated by Beryl with 
2 horseshoes’. It was also Bemie 
Christian-Bailey’s birthday so the 
children had great fun, singing "Hap¬ 
py Birthday to Everyone". 

After everyone had eaten his fill 
Trevor Calder then led the trail ride 
back to town via Buck's Point. I 
think the younger riders were a little 
anxious as they negotiated the steep 
hill that leads down into the valley 
behind Stanley Buffett's home. How¬ 
ever the older ones let their horses 
gallop up the other side. From all 
accounts it was a great day. The 
next major event on the Pony Club's 
calendar will be a Gymkhana to be 
organized for everyone interested 
during the May school holidays. 

The children came home from 
school the other day all excited 


about a clipping from a newspaper 
that one of their classmates had tak¬ 
en to school. It showed a photo of 
the previous principal of the N.I. 
School, Ian McGowan, who is now 
principal at the Daceyville School 
in Sydney, and his secretary. The 
caption read "School Head Catches 
Two Thieves. " Apparently his secre¬ 
tary had disturbed two thieves in the 
office who had stolen $200. Ian 
McCowan, with the assistance of Mr. 
Fred Royal, who visited the Island 
last year with his bank, apprehended 
the culprits. "Then what happened", 
asked two young boys. "I guess they 
were then handed over to the police, “ 
they were told! 

There's ibeen .a thumping and a bunp¬ 
ing noise coming from the direction of 
Banyon Park each,Thursday evening. 
Have you. wondered what it was? It's 
a group of ladies under the direction 
of Carol Webb who are learning the 
art of physical culture'. Learning to 
do exercises to music isn't as easy as 
it sounds! The pianist, Jill Parker, 
must have lots of giggles" 

With the School Athletic Carnival 
soon to be held I can imagine the 
playing fields will be a scene of ac¬ 
tivity as students practise for the vari¬ 
ous events. Next Wednesday, 19th 
March, the field events will be held 
during the afternoon. These include 
discus and javelin throwing, long and 
high jumping and several different 
ball games. Then the following Wed¬ 
nesday will be the All-Day Carnival. 

It will be most interesting this year to 
see how many records are broken since 
the commencement of the Amateur 
Athletics Association. Many children 
belong to the Athletics Association 
which meets twice a week. Allan 
Bataille and his helpers coach die 
children - teach them a series of ex¬ 
ercises which they do each time and 
show them how to run properly. They 
have great fun with their relay recee 
and sprint races. The Athletics Day 
is an important occasion on the 
school calendar and one to which the 
students look forward. 


# 


HURRY -- LAST FEW DAYS: 

ON SALE AT THE GALLERY - TOP OF THE VILLAGE - 
Royal Crown Derby "Posie” Dinner Sets, with or 
without tea cups and saucers - 

ONE - THIRD OFF 

With cups & saucers $266.40 Without cups & saucers $ 154 . 80 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

♦SQOL1E MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 
•MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Ysukshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cara, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

*WO*fARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES .. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 






PROPOSED LAW WOULD 
-- AND POWER TO CER1 


WHAT ROLE CAN 


-COURT 


Full details on officers'duties 


April 22 - May 19, 1980 % 


EDITORIAL-PAGE 14 


FORBIDDEN QUESTION 


TOURIST BUREAU CONTROL 


A DISTINGUISHED LEGAL AUTHORITY HAS EXAMINED NORFOLK'S CONSTITUTIONAL 
FOUNDATIONS -- AND HAS DISCOVERED CONFUSIONS, CONTRADICTIONS, CONUNDRUMS 


RE-ORGANISATION AT ADMIN 


NINE BRANCH HEADS HAVE BEEN GIVEN AUTHORITY TO HANDLE ALL OTHER 
STAFF, MAKE DECISIONS. AND HANDLE INQUIRIES ON THEIR OWN 


NORFOLK in the PACIFIC 


AUSTRALIA HAS PREVENTED NORFOLK ELECTORS FROM FINDING OUT WHETHER 
THE MAJORITY BELIEVE THE ASSEMBLY WAS ACCEPTABLY ELECTED 


‘PART OF AUSTRALIA’? 




COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

.} . AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncans NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish* 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s - American Express - Visa 



RUBIES 
OPA LS 
PEARLS 
IVORY 
JADE 


SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUA MARINE 
CUBIC Z1RCONIA 
TOURMALING 


GARNET 
EMERALDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 




YOU ARE FORBIDDEN TO ASK CERTAIN QUESTIONS. SAYS COMMONWEALTH — 


Australia Stops N.I. Vote 


A REFERENDUM petition signed by 
more than a third of Norfolk's elec¬ 
tors was blocked by the Australian 
Government on April 1st. 

Administrator Peter Coleman made 
a special radio broadcast, repeated 
at intervals during the following 24 
hours, to announce Australia's ac¬ 
tion. 

He said the Attorney-General's 
Department had advised that he had 
to decline the petition because the 
question it raised was considered to 
be one “relating to the constitution 
of the Legislative Assembly". 

Eight days later a Bill was introdu¬ 
ced in the Assembly to change the 
referendum law, so that either the 
electors or the Assembly could de¬ 
mand a referendum on any question 
involving the Island's peace, order 
and good government. 

The Bill is expected to be voted 
on at the May 7th meeting of the 
Assembly. It is not expected to 
have any effect on the petition Mr. 
Coleman has rejected. 

Before the petition had been drawn 
up, its sponsors sought legal advice 
on the legality of the question. Two 
solicitors had examined it and ex¬ 
pressed the view that it did not “re¬ 
late to the constitution of the Legi¬ 
slative Assembly". 

But the Attorney-General's ruling, 
right or wrong, put an effective end 
to the petition. The ruling could 
be appealed through the courts, but 
the process could take a year or 
longer and could cost many thous¬ 
ands of dollars. 

The ruling appears to establish a 
precedent that a proposed referen¬ 
dum question can be ruled out as 
being "related to the constitution 
of the Assembly" even though it 
would cause no change in the con¬ 
stitution, whether the people voted 
"yes" or “no". 

A petition for a referendum on 
tar-sealing a road, for example, 
might be rejected because roads 
are related to the Assembly's con¬ 
stitutor , being specifically men¬ 
tioned in Schedule 2 of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act. 

Excerpts from Mr. Coleman's 
radio announcement, and from 
the explanatory address made by 
Ed Howard, in introducing the new 


Referendum Bill in the Assembly, 
follow. 

Radio 

broadcast 

“It is my duty to inform you of the 
advice I have received from the Attor¬ 
ney-General's Department concerning 
the proposed referendum about the mem 
bers of the Legislative Assembly. 

“In brief, the advice is that I must 
decline the petition because it is not 
in conformity with the Referendum Or¬ 
dinance, in particular Section 6. 

"I want to explain why this is so. 

“You will recall the question in the 
•petition which was lodged in my office 
on 20 March, 1980. The proposed ques¬ 
tion is: 'Should the members of the 
Legislative Assembly be in office with¬ 
out being elected under Norfolk Island's 
traditional voting method?' 

"The Attorney-General's Department 
had advised me that this question re¬ 
lates to the constitution of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly and the Referendum 
Ordinance requires that such a question 
should not be submitted to a referendum 
except upon the advice of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly. 

"The word constitution means, among 
other things, the way in which any¬ 
thing is constituted or composed. When 
used of a legislative body, its meaning 
includes the composition of that body 
at least in so far as that is determined 
by the method of election. 

"To explain more broadly, the Ref¬ 
erendum Ordinance permits referenda 
to take place in three ways. A refer¬ 
endum may be directed by the Minis¬ 
ter to ascertain the opinion of die 
electors on a matter affecting the 
peace, order and good government of 
Norfolk Island with a view to the intro¬ 
duction in die Commonwealth Parlia¬ 
ment of a proposed law. Secondly, 
the Legislative Assembly may advise 
a referendum to ascertain the opinion 
of electors on three matters. One is 
the constitution of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly; one is the raising of a loan; 
and one is the importing, manufac¬ 
turing or sale of intoxicating liquor in 
Norfolk Island. The third way of hav¬ 
ing a referendum is for the Administra¬ 
tor to direct one if requested by not 
1 less than a third of the total number of 


electors on any question relating to a 
matter affecting the peace, order and 
good government of Norfolk Island, 
except those questions which first 
require: the advice of the Legislative 
Assembly, that is loans, liquor and 
the constitution of the Legislative 
Assembly... 

"I can well understand the disappoint¬ 
ment of those people who went to the 
trouble of organising the petition and 
indeed of those who signed it. But I 
have no choice in the matter and must 
make my decisions in conformity with 
the law, including section 6 of the 
Referendum Ordinance, and decline 
the petition." 

Bill 

introduced 

From the explanatory address ac¬ 
companying the Referendum Bill 
introduced in the Assembly on Ap¬ 
ril 9th: 

"There is considerable misunderstancl- 
ing about what a referendum actually 
is. Many people believe that if a ref¬ 
erendum is held, die decision made 
by the majority of the people has to 
be carried out. That is not so. The 
government has the power to do what 
it believes is best, and it has complete 
power to go against the decision of a 
referendum if it wants to. 

" A referendum is nothing more, and 
nothing less, than an orderly, legal 
way of establishing what the majority 
of the electors think about a particular 
issue. It is nothing more nor less than 
an expression of opinion by the people. 

" In the long periods between elections, 
a referendum is the only certain means 
that a government has of knowing what 
the majority of the people think. 

* A referendum is a safeguard for the 
people. If enough of them believe 
the government is moving in a harmful 
direction, they can make use of a ref¬ 
erendum to reveal what the majority 
wants - for the guidance of the govern¬ 
ment. 

"On Norfolk Island, referendums have 
been used by the people three times to 
express their opinion. The first time, 
there was pressure to open up Norfolk 
Island immigration to all Australian 
citizens. The referendum showed 
(Continued on page 31) 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



‘Road &Track’ 

magazine aaya * Eviry so oi tin a new car arrives ai the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years, the 626 9 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 


1 J. W. HTZPATWCK 




"THIS IS AUSTRALIA 11" "WHAT DO YOU MEAN, EXACTLY?" "WELL - ER - AH - UM - " 

LEGAL EAGLE SCRUTINISES NORFOLK 


AUSTRALIA'S OFFICIAL line, "Nor¬ 
folk it Australia", may be nothing 
more than a political catch-cry, un¬ 
supported by any solid legal founda¬ 
tion. 

A scholarly article in a leading law 
journal has examined basic aspects 
of Norfolk's constitutional status, and 
found confusions and complications. 

Early in 1978 the Commonwealth 
switched to a.aiew official stand on the 
Island's constitutional status. As ex¬ 
pressed and frequently repeated by 
Minister R.J. Ellicott, the slogan for 
the new Norfolk policy was "This is 
Australia. You are Australians. " 

The policy was apparently based on 
brief statements made in a 1976 deci¬ 
sion by Australia's High Court in the 
case Berwick v. Gray . The Court 
said in the course of its findings that 
Australia's external territories had al¬ 
ways been part of the Commonwealth. 

Sir John Nimmo, in his controver¬ 
sial Royal Commission Report in 1976, 
placed overwhelming importance on 
the Berwick decision, saying in effect 
that it left him no choice but to re¬ 
commend that Norfolk should be gov¬ 
erned as an integral part of Australia. 

But the effect of die Berwick deci¬ 
sion on Norfolk's status has been pain¬ 
stakingly examined by Mr. John Ewens, 
C.M.G., C.B.E..LL.B. in an 11- 
page article in the February, 1980 
Australian Law Journal . 

Chaos 

What he has found is something 
close to legal and constitutional 
chaos. 

Mr. Ewens is regarded by many 
legal authorities as Australia's most 
eminent legal draftsman. He was 
formerly First Parliamentary Coun¬ 
sel of the Commonwealth. Since 
retirement from Commonwealth 
service he has practised as a private 
consultant. Last year he accepted 
an assignment to help Norfolk begin 
drafting the extensive new legisla¬ 
tion needed as a result of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1979. he has been 
serving as the Island's legal drafts¬ 
man, and in doing so has obviously 
examined Norfolk's legal underpin¬ 
nings more exactly than anyone in 
modem history. 

His article in the Australian Law 
Journal is written in an almost con¬ 
versational style. He uses a literary 
device of imagining a Melbourne 


solicitor taking a holiday on Norfolk, 
and becoming intrigued by seeming 
inconsistencies in laws governing 
the Island. 

Mr. Ewens follows “our holiday¬ 
maker" through his legal research 
and discoveries. 

While the tone of the article is 
lightened by this manner of approach¬ 
ing the subject, the article's scholar¬ 
ship and precision are clearly im¬ 
mense, and the "holiday-maker's” 
discoveries are striking. The consti¬ 
tutional problems in Norfolk's status, 
according to :Mr. Ewens, have a le¬ 
gal interest and importance "inverse¬ 
ly proportional to the size of this 
small island and the numbers of iu 
people. ” 

Discoveries 

Mr. Ewens* fictitious holiday¬ 
maker discovers that - 

■ The Norfolk Island Act itself makes 
clear that Norfolk is not part of Aus¬ 
tralia. Section 64 of the Act says 
that "Duties of customs are not 
chargeable on goods imported into 
Australia from the Territory if the 
goods... have been shipped in the 
Territory for export to Australia; and 
are not goods, which if manufactured 
or produced in Australia, would be 
subject to a duty of excise." (under¬ 
lining added - ed.) 

■ The Commonwealth Acts Interpre¬ 
tation Act, by an amendment made 
in 1973, says that in any Australian 
Act, unless the contrary intention 
appears, the word "Australia”, when 
used in a geographical sense, does 
not include any external Territory. 

■ If Norfolk were actually part of 
the Commonwealth, then customs 
duties charged by Australia at Syd¬ 
ney or Brisbane on goods brought 
from Norfolk would not actually be 
customs duties, but some other kind 
of levy. This would mean that the a 
Customs Tariff law of 1966, which 

is Australia's basic customs law, 
provided for customs Juties on goods 
coming in from foreign countries 
and also for some other kind of levy 
on goods coming in from Norfolk. 

That could make Australia's whole 
Tariff law invalid, because Austra¬ 
lia's constitution forbids any such 
law from dealing with more than 
one kind of tax. 

■ Norfolk could have been annexed 
to Australia, but it never was. 


■ Under Australia's Migration Act, 
Norfolk Island people have to clear 
immigration when they arrive in 
Sydney or Brisbane. They are treat¬ 
ed under the Act as "immigrants", 
and are considered as having been 
given entry permits allowing them 
to enter and stay "in Australia" for 

a limited period only. 

■ The Commonwealth Statutory 
Declarations Act 1959 provides 
that the Act extends to Norfolk Is- 
land and to such other Territories 
not forming part of the Commons - 
wealth as the Governor-General, by 
proclamation, declares. 

Mr. Ewens' solicitor-"boliday-m. '-e 
finds himself "puzzled to know e:. 
what was meant by a statemen t the 
an external Territory formed pa:: o: 
the Commonwealth. 

"If it meant no more than that tl.a 
Commonwealth Parliament had pov c 
(under s. 122) to make laws for the 
government of such a Territory, it 
seemed to be stating the obvious in a 
roundabout way and need hardly have 
been said. 

"But if it meant more than that, hot 
much more, or what more, did it 
mean?” 

Questions 

Mr. Ewens finds no clear answer to 
such questions - only more question: 
and conundrums. 

In examining the decision in the 
Berwick case, Mr. Ewens' holiday¬ 
maker muses, in a gentle but pene¬ 
trating way, about what he finds. 

Why, he wonders, did the judgment 
recite die history of Norfolk Island, 
but stop short in 1897? 

"And if," he wonders, "as was ap¬ 
parently the view of Mason J., all 
the 'external' Territories formed part 
of the Commonwealth, whatever that 
migkt mean or imply, why was it nec¬ 
essary to say that 'the history and his¬ 
torical documents' relating to Norfolk 
Island (or as die Solicitor-General had 
argued, 'the close associations' of 
Norfolk Island with Australia) *sup T 
port the conclusion that Norfolk Is¬ 
land forms part of the Commonwealth? 

"Presumably, the close historical 
associations of the Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands and of Christmas Island with 
Singapore rather than with Australia 
did not mean that, although they 
were now Territories, they were not 
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also 'part of the Commonwealth'. 

"Perhaps the Australian Antarctic 
Territory had closer historical associ¬ 
ations with Australia and would there¬ 
fore be regarded as part of the Com¬ 
monwealth. But was it not rather 
daunting to reflect that if the area 
of this Territory - about 2. 300, 000 
square miles - were added to the 
area of Australia it almost doubled 
the size of the Commonwealth? 

“Moreover, how would the treat¬ 
ment of the Australian Antarctic 
Territory as part of the Common . 
wealth be regarded by Australia's 
co-signatories of the 1959 Antarctic 
t reaty, under which the status quo . 
of the Territory with regard to ter¬ 
ritorial sovereignty, rights and 
claims was to be reserved?... 

"Why had it been necessary to go 
on to say that the Territory (i. e. 
.Norfolk Island - ed.) was part of the 
Commonwealth? What change in 
the constitutional sums of Norfolk 
Island did this make? Did it add 
anything to the powers of die Parlia¬ 
ment that the Parliament already 
had under s. 1227 ? Nothing that our 
holiday-maker could see. “ 


BUDGET DUE 

THE ISLAND'S 1980/81 Budget will 
be disclosed at the May 7th Assem¬ 
bly meeting if the Norfolk govern¬ 
ment's financial planning is running 
on schedule. 

The current year's budget was in¬ 
troduced into the Assembly as a mat¬ 
ter of urgency and became law less 
than a month later, but the Assem - 
bly had been elected and insulled 
after the financial year had already 
begun and there was a need for im¬ 
mediate action. 

If sundard procedures are followed 
this year, the "Supply Bill" authori¬ 
sing the year's spending would be 
introduced in May, be available for 
study by Assemblymen and the pub¬ 
lic for a month, and be debated and 
voted on at the June meeting. The 
bill could then be presented to the 
Governor-General for assent before 
the end of June, when the current 
Supply Act expires. 

Starting July 1st, the Administra¬ 
tion will not have authority to pay 
out any money unless the new Sup¬ 
ply Bill has become law. 

The budget will be the most im¬ 
portant evidence so far of how the 
Assembly is managing the Island 
and what its priorities are. The 
1979/80 budget was planned before 
me Assembly took office, but the 
budget about to be presented will be 
ail the new government's own work. 


N.S.W. Changes Torrens 
System after 116 Years 


THE TORRENS land title system, 
which Commonwealth authorities have 
been pressing on Norfolk Island for 
some years, has been fundamentally 
amended by the State of New South 
Wales. 

Torren title was introduced in NSW 
in 1863. 

Two Australian authorities on Tor¬ 
rens title, Mr. Collins and Mr. Ken¬ 
nedy, met with the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly on February 25th to describe how 
the system would work here. 

They emphasised that the Torrens 
system had been thoroughly proven in 
Australia and other parts of the world, 
and that it would be a great advantage 
to Norfolk to have land titles become 
"indefeasible" - that is, not able to 
be annulled, even though there were 
disagreement about who really owned 
the land. 

But after 116 years experience with 
Torrens, New South Wales has passed 
an amending Act which means that 
titles are no longer indefeasible there. 
They can be challenged by someone 
who has occupied and used the land 
for many years. 

Basic change 

The change goes against the basic 
philosophy of the Torrens system. It 
was made because the State realised 
that the pure Torrens system could 
cause hardship and injustice. 

"Adverse possession", or long-term 
occupancy by someone who is not the 
registered owner of the land, is now 
allowable in NSW as adequate grounds 
for annulling a title. 

An article by a professor and a sen¬ 
ior lecturer in law at Sydney Univer¬ 
sity, published in the Australian Law 
Journal, describes the reasons for the 
State's fundamental change to the law. 

"It can be argued that to subject the 
indefeasibility of registered titles to 
rights by adverse possession is to in¬ 
troduce substantial uncertainty into a 
system designed for the very purpose 
of providing certainty, " Prof. R.A. 
Woodman and Mr. Peter Butt say. 

They add that it could also be argued 
that "acquisition of title by adverse 
possession is inconsistent with the 
basic philosophy of the Torrens system, 
in that it permits the acquisition of 
V- tights not recorded in the Register and 
gives such rights priority over die 
existing title as recorded in the 
Register. 


"Against this argument, " they con¬ 
tinue, "must be weighed the grave 
hardship which can be caused by the 
refusal to recognise rights acquired 
by adverse possession." 

They give two examples of situations 
which especially indicate why the 
Torrens system needed to be changed 
in NSW. One is where the land chang¬ 
ed hands many years ago without reg¬ 
istration of change of ownership, and 
no appropriate evidence can now be 
obtained. The other is where the 
registered owner has left die land, 
and someone else has taken posses¬ 
sion of it and used it for many years, 
often making substantial improve¬ 
ments. 

The article quotes from the decision 
in a precedent-making court case in 
1820, Cholmondeley v, Clinton, in 
which the public benefit from recog- 
nising adverse possession was descri¬ 
bed. It said; 

Hardship 

"The public have a great interest, 
in having a known limit fixed by law 
to litigation, for the quiet of the com¬ 
munity, and that there may be a per¬ 
iod, after which the possessor may 
know that his title and right cannot 
be called in question. 

"It is better that the negligent ownet 
who has omitted to assert his right 
within die prescribed period, should 
lose his right than that an opening 
would be given to interminable lit¬ 
igation, exposing parties to be haras¬ 
sed by stale demands, after the wit¬ 
nesses of the facts are dead, and die 
evidence of die title is lost. 

"The individual hardship will, upon 
the whole, be less, by withholding 
from one who has slept upon his right, 
and never yet possessed it, than to 
take away from the other what he has 
long been allowed to consider as his 
own, and on the faith of which, the 
plans in life, habits and experiences 
of himself and his family may have 
been... unalterably formed and estab¬ 
lished." 

The JNSW change in die law, which 
Woodman and Butt say "has ushered 
in a new era for the Torrens system”, 
introduces a major new consideration 
as Norfolk weighs the pros and cons of 
Torrens here: should the Island adopt 
something which NSW, after more 
that a century of experience, has found 
to be a cause of hardship? 


he NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / April 22-May 19,1980 



GENERAL 


TOAST • R*OV EN 

ONLY 
$71 -90 


WHILST 

STOCKS 

LAST 


ELECTRIC 



LARGE RANGE AVAILABLE 


INCLUDI NG 
STEAM AND DRY 
IRONS FROM 
ONLY $26-67 



FROM 




RE-ORGANISATION OF COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION BEGINS -- 


More authority for nine Admin officers 


A RE-ORGANISATION of the top level 
of the Norfolk Island Public Service, 
recommended on March 14th by Chief 
Administrative Officer Malcolm Bains, 
was put into effect late in March. 

It gives nine officers responsibility 
for handling enquiries and making de¬ 
cisions in their own areas without re¬ 
ferring all questions to one central 
authority. 

"There has been a tendency to con¬ 
centrate all decision-making, how¬ 
ever trivial the subject, in die execu¬ 
tive area, “ Mr. Bains said in propos¬ 
ing the new organisation structure. 

He said this had stemmed from the 
days when the Administrator and Of¬ 
ficial Secretary were practically the 
whole Admin staff. "This manner of 
operation is neither desirable nor pos¬ 
sible. H he said. 

The re-organisation is die first big 
change toward bringing the Admini¬ 
stration set-up up to date since Mj. 

Bains took office in January, he is a 
world authority on locaLgovernment, 
and has headed major inquiries into 
local government procedures in Eng¬ 
land, New South Wales and Victoria. 

Up through the end of the term of 
Administrator D. V. O’Leary in mid- 
1979, Administrators tended to be one- 
man-bands, making the policy deci¬ 
sions on almost every matter that 
flowed through the Administration. 
Public Service officers were largely 
confined to carrying out policies laid 
down by the Administrator, and were 
almost always subject to being coun¬ 
termanded by the Administrator. 

The new Admin arrangement puts 
Tony Arnold, David Rodgers, Kevin 
Williams, Brian Bates, Toon Buffett, 

Bill Hall, Booney Buffett, Vince 
Reeves and Gil Hitch into executive 
roles where they are authorised to 
make a wide range of decisions with¬ 
out referring them "upstairs” for a 
blessing beforehand. 

The text of Mr. Bains’ description 
of the plan follows; 

"STAFF ORGANISATION" 

"Stemming from the days when the 
Administrator and his Official Secre¬ 
tary constituted practically the whole 
of the Administration's clerical/admin¬ 
istrative staff there has been a tenden¬ 
cy to concentrate all decision making, 
however, trivial the subject, in the 
executive area (now occupied by the 
Chief Administrative Officer). With 
the growth of the Administration's 
functions and the advent of constitu¬ 


tional changes a perpetuation of this 
manner of operation is neither desir¬ 
able or possible. Furthermore the 
incidence of work, makes it desir¬ 
able for there to be a clarification 
of duties within the Public Service, 
particularly as some areas of work 
under the Norfolk Island Act 1979, 
have not been specifically allocated. 

"2. An interim organisation is pro¬ 
posed to provide an immediate but 
short term solution to the problem as 
a prelude to a full scale in-dept ex¬ 
amination of the structure and organ¬ 
isation of the Public Service. This 
examination will also include the 
introduction of job descriptions and 
job evaluation for posts in the 
Service. 

"3. It is proposed; - 1. To reduce 
the number of officers reporting dir¬ 
ectly to the Chief Administrative 
Officer. 2. Eliminate necessity 
for reference of routine matters to 
Chief Administrative Officer. 

■ "4. This will be done by-.-l. Pro¬ 
viding reporting points below the . 
Chief Administrative Officer for a 
number of staff now reporting direct. 

2. Designating areas of responsibil¬ 
ity of section heads to whom all cor¬ 
respondence and enquiries in their 
areas are to be directed with the inten¬ 
tion that those officers should where- 
ever possible, deal with matters to 
finality. This envisages staff making 
decisions within their competence with¬ 
in established policies. 

”5. It is proposed that a new posi¬ 
tion of Administrative Officer (Opera¬ 
tions) be established to oversight a num¬ 
ber of functions, previously dealt with 
by the Administrator or Official Secre¬ 
tary (some of which recently have been 
the responsibility of the Project Officer) 
and to provide liaison between certain 
branches and the Chief Administrative 
Officer. The existing Administrative 
Officer’s position will be distinguished 
from the new post by the designation 
of Administrative Officer (Personnel) 
with some shift of duties. There are 
some minor shifts of responsibility in 
some other sections. 

"6. The operating and liason respon¬ 
sibilities of each section head are set 
out below, firstly with matters contain- 
, ed in Schedule 2 and 3 of the Norfolk 
Island Act and secondly duties relat¬ 
ing to non-scheduled matters. The 
lists are not exhaustive and may be 
added to as necessity dictates. Newly 
located or new functions are Indicated 
by an asterisk (*); \-:-v ■* 


Procedures 

“The following procedures should be 
followed;- 

"(a) The Chief Administrative Of¬ 
ficer should see any significant incom - 
ing post the day it arrives; 

"(b) it should then be passed to the 
branch responsible for that area of work 
through Records; 

"(c) the branch heads should deal 
with all day-to-day or routine mat¬ 
ters directly without submitting to the 
Chief Administrative Officer. They 
are authorised to sign correspondence 
in their own names ’for’ the Chief 
Administrative Officer} 

"(d) matters of policy or principle 
and any other new important topics 
should be dealt with in conjunction 
with the Chief Administrative Officer. 
The branch head should, however, 
whenever possible, form an initial 
recommendation and, if necessary, 
discuss it with die Chief Administra¬ 
tive Officer; 

. "(e) all outgoing correspondence on 
matters of policy or principle or other 
important topics should be signed by 
the Chief Administrative Officer; 

”(f) matters in which the member of 
the Public Service holds a statutory 
appointment and in which the discre¬ 
tion to act is vested in him will con¬ 
tinue to be dealt with as heretofore; 

"(g) the Chief Administrative Of¬ 
ficer should sign letters to the Chief 
Minister, The Deputy Chief Minister 
and members of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly and any correspondence with the 
Administrator. Letters to the Depart¬ 
ment of Home Affairs will be submit¬ 
ted (via the C.A.O.) to the Adminis¬ 
trator for consideration; 

"(h) The Chief Administrative Of¬ 
ficer shall see any incoming letters 
containing complaints and the branch 
head shall submit the reply for signa¬ 
ture. " 

M.A. BAINS, 

Chief Administrative Officer 

TO.TO- 


The Men 
To Call 

ON PAGES 11 AND 12, A LIST 
OF THE NINE ADMIN OFFICERS 
WHO NOW HAVE EXECUTIVE 
AUTHORITY, AND EACH MAN’S 
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY -- 
SAVE FOR FUTURE 

~~ ~KEmem; • 





AUTOMATIC "POP UP" TOASTER 


AMAZING LOW PRICE ONLY $19.00 


CLASSIC STEAM AND DRY IRON 


FEATURING A HI GH LY - PO LI SH ED SOLEPLATE 


ONLY $24. 95 


SUNBEAM Hot Shot 

ALMOST INSTANT HOT WATER FOR 
COFFEE -- TEA -- SOUP -- COCOA 


JUST FILL WITH COLD WATER 

AND PRESS THE LEVER 


PART OF A BULK PURCHASE - STAINLESS STEEL SERVING TRAYS ONLY $12.50 


‘PISTE’S PLACE* 

for 

DISCOUNT PRICES 


TRAVELLERS CHEQUES welcome AMERICAN EXPRESS & VISA accepted 




NEW ARRANGEMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES FOR ADMIN BRANCH HEADS -- 


The Men who can Make Decisions 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
(Operations) -- TOhfr ARNOLD 
Schedule 2. 

6. Water Supply (Policy) * 

7. Electricity Supply * 

8. Drainage and Sewerage * 

9. Garbage and Trade Waste * 

10. Primary Production (other than 
mining or fishing) * 

11. The slaughtering of livestock * 

12. Domestic Animals (including 
birds) * 

13. Public Pound * 

14. Pests & Noxious Weeds * 

1% Forestry and Timber * 

19. Quarrying (policy) * 

20. Building Control (including the 
repair and demolition of danger¬ 
ous buildings) * 

21. Advertising Hoardings * 

22. The prevention and suppression 
of nuisances * 

23. Noxious trades * 

::4. Gases and hydrocarbon fuels * 

25. Firearms * 

26. Explosives and dangerous sub¬ 
stances * 

27. Tourism 

28. Places of public entertainment * 

29. Boarding Houses and Hotels (In 
respect of Boarding houses Ord¬ 
inance) * 

30. Museums, memorials and li¬ 
braries 

31. Foodstuffs and beverages (includ¬ 
ing alcoholic liquor) (in respect 
only of Sale of Food Licences) * 

32. Trading Hours * 

33. Markets and Street Stalls * 

34. Hawkers * 

35. Radio and Television * 

36. Telephones * 

Schedule 3 
1. ’Fishing * 

General 

T enders and Contracts * 

Pasturage * 

Quarantine * 

Building and Electricity Boards * 
(Secretarial Services) 

Air traffic ) liaison 
Meteorological) 

Land use planning and conservation 

Weights and Measures 

Lotteries 

Works Restoration - Liason on admini¬ 
strative matters 

Staff Reporting to the Administrative 
Officer (Operations) : 
f echnical Officer (Electrical) 

Forester 

Health Inspector 


Building Inspector 
Boarding House Inspector 
Agricultural Officer 
Stock Inspector 
Librarian 

Broadcasting Officer 
Technical Officer (Radio) 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
(Personnel) -- t)AVlb RODGERS 

Schedule 2 

39. The maintenance of rolls of resi¬ 
dents of the Territory 
Schedule 3. 

~T. Immigration 
General 

Personnel and management services - 
i.e. Personnel, Records, Office Ser¬ 
vices & Supplies, Register of Assets 
and Inventories, Office Accommoda¬ 
tion. Secretary, Public Service Board. 

Rawson hall Trust * 

Electoral 

Statistics 

Police ) Liason on person- 

Works ) nel and accommo- 

Restoration ) dation 

Gazette 

Staff Reporting to Administrative 
Officer (Personnel): 

OlC Records 
Immigration Clerk 
Relief Staff 


REVENUE MANAGER - KEVIN 

wIIlIAMS - 

Schedule 2 

1. The raising or revenue (in re¬ 
spect of Postal & Philatelic 
Customs and Liquor Bond) 

31. Foodstuffs and Beverages (includ¬ 
ing alcoholic liquor) (in respect 
of operation of liquor bond) 

36. Telephone and Postal Services 
(in respect of Postal Services 
only) 

Schedule 3 

2. Customs 

Staff Reporting to Revenue Manager; 

Collector of Customs 

Postmaster 

Liquor Bond Manager 

Philatelic Officer 


ACCOUNTANT - BRIAN BATES 
Schedule 2 

~ the raising of revenue 
2. Public Moneys of the Territory 
General 

Advice on financial policy 

All matters concerning finance and 

purchasing 

Staff Reporting to Accountant; 

All accounts Branch Staff 


REGISTRAR - TOON BUFFETT 

Schedule 2 

~T. Surface transport (in respect of 
registration and licensing only). 

4. Roads, footpaths ) 

and bridges ) Lands 

15. Recreation areas) policy 

16. Cemeteries ) 

19. Quarrying ) 

37. Coastlines, foreshores, wharves 
and jetties * 

41. Registration of Births Deaths 
and Marriages. 

31. Foodstuffs and beverages (includ¬ 
ing alcoholic liquor) (As Secre¬ 
tary of Liquor licensing board 
only) 

General 

All land matters 

All court matters 


LEGAL ADVISER - BILL HALL 
Schedule 2 

40. The registration of companies 
and business names 
General 

Curator of deceased persons' estates 
Necessary Crown conveyancing, con¬ 
tracts litigation etc. 

Legislation (in first instance) 
Executive Council 
Legal Advice 

Staff Reporting to Legal Adviser : 
Curator 

Registrar of Companies 


SENIOR WORKS SUPERVISOR - 
BOCne'Y eSQffetT - 

Schedule 2 

4. ftoads, footpaths and bridges 
(operations) 

5. Street lighting (operations) 
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PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION BY THE BACK DOOR? 

DISAGREEMENT ON5 VOTES" 


*’<. Water supply (operations) 

8 . Drainage and Sewerage (opera¬ 
tions) 

9. Garbage-and Trade Waste (oper¬ 
ations) 

15. Recreation areas (maintenance) 

16. Cemeteries (operation and 
maintenance) 

18. Fire prevention and control 
(fire service) 

19. Quarrying (supervision of safety)* 
31. Coastlines, foreshores, wharves, 

and jetties (maintenance) 

38. The transporting of passengers 
or goods to and from ships. 
General 

All maintenance 

New Works 

Hire of equipment 

Administration transport and carting 

Staff Reporting to Senior Works Sup ¬ 
ervisor : 

Works branch staff 


INTERNAL AUDITOR - VINCE 
SIEVES - 

General 
Internal Audit 

Commonwealth Audit (co-ordina¬ 
tion) * 


PROJECTS OFFICER - GIL HITCH 
Schedule 3 

Education (Liaison and bursaries) 
General 

Social Services and Welfare 
Hospital Liaison - G.M.O. and 
Hospital Board 

Securing co-ordination of work with¬ 
in the Public Service when it affects 
more than one branch 
Annual Report 
Public relations 

Special Projects as directed by the 
Chief Administrative Officer (as¬ 
sisting Chief Administrative Officer 
in background support to the Admin¬ 
istrator, Chief Minister, Deputy 
Chief Minister and members of thb 
Legislative Assembly in relation to 
the establishment of policies, pro¬ 
posed legislation, etc.) 
Parliamentary liaison between the 
Public Service, the Administrator, 
the Legislative Assembly, the Chief 
Minister and the Deputy Chief Min¬ 
ister. Parliamentary questions. 
Liaison with Parliamentary Drafts¬ 
man and Clerk to the Legislative 
Assembly. 


AN AMENDMENT to Norfolk's trad¬ 
itional voting method was proposed 
by Kevin Williams on April 9th as 
the Legislative Assembly was about 
to take its final steps toward restor¬ 
ing die "first-past-the-post" system. 

He moved an amendment which 
would require voters to vote for no 
more than five candidates if they 
preferred not to vote for more. 

The amendment was supported by 
Gilbert Jackson and John Ryves, 

Bryan Nunn attempted to have the 
debate adjourned for a month, but 
a ruling from the chair prevented 
him from explaining his reasons, 
and his motion was voted down. 

As the debate resumed he was 
able to say what was worrying him. 

At that point Ed Howard moved the 
adjournment of debate again, to 
give the House and the public time 
to consider Mr. Nunn's objections 
to the as-few-as-five-votes idea. 

This time the adjournment was 
carried unanimously. Debate on 
the amendment will continue on 
May 7th. 

Mr. Nunn's opposition to the idea 
was based on his belief t hat it 
would create the same problems as 
proportional representation, which 
had been rejected by the electors 
in a referendum in December. 

He said; “My reason for wishing this 
debate to be adjourned is that I, per¬ 
sonally - and I imagine other mem¬ 
bers - received this amendment as we 
came into this chamber. We had no 
prior knowledge of it. 

"Neither has the electorate any prior 
knowledge of what this amendment 
really means. 

"This amendment, in my view - and 
I received it only when I sat down in 
the chamber here - is bringing about 
a similar situation to proportional repre¬ 
sentation, only in another guise. 

"It will quite obviously result in a 
person getting into the Assembly with 
a minimum number of votes. If he 
gets in 6th, 7 th, 8th, 9th, he could 
get in with possibly ten votes. 

"Why shouldn't he, if the majority 
of people only voted for five? 

"It will have the same effect as pro¬ 
portional representation in ensuring 
that people with quite minimal support 
on the Island will gain seats on this 
Assembly. 

"I had thought, sincerely, that the 
people wanted to go back to the con¬ 
cept of electing a team in which they 
had faith. 


"True, they may have to - as any¬ 
body does who picks a team - have to 
say, 'well I know die first six-or seven 
I'd like in the team. I'm not quite 
sure about 7,8 and 9, but I've got to 
have a team. I'll put in the next best 
7,8 and 9.' 

"This 'donkey vote' talk -- true, 
again, that you've got to elect your 
number 9, you've got to pick some¬ 
body number 9, but that doesn't mean 
to say he's a person in whom you have 
no faith. 

“If you don't elect down to 9, and 
you just elect five, you're putting into 
somebody else's hands the right to get 
somebody elected in this chamber on 
a minimal number of votes. 

"I feel very incensed that this amend¬ 
ment should have been placed before 
me - and the people, I don’t suppose 
the people have understood it very 
well, hearing it over the air - at such 
short notice; because 1 think it's impli¬ 
cations are far, far greater than Mr. 
Williams says. 

"If one looks at it on the surface, it 
seems quite right to say, 'Well, if 
you only want five, have five. ’ But 
you know you’ve got to have nine. 

"If you're only going to start elect¬ 
ing five, and say "There are four 
others I don’t care about', well then 
you're going to get four others in, 
probably, which you wish were never 
there. 

“I think you'd have the same effect 
with this as you have with proportional 
representation; and I think it was quite 
wrong to introduce this amendment at 
such short notice. 

"That's why I sought to have this de¬ 
bate adjourned, so that people could 
have a proper chance to look and see 
what it meant - what it really meant. " 


IMMIGRATION 
BILL PUT OFF 

AN IMMIGRATION bill which would 
give Chief Minister David Buffett 
almost complete one-man control 
over immigration into Norfolk has 
been held back following adverse 
public reaction to it. 

The bill was scheduled for passage 
at the April 9th Assembly meeting, 
but was not dealt with, despite the 
modest amount of other business on 
the agenda. 
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Letters 

Sir, 

Whilst in Norfolk Island on holidays 
during December 1919 - in fact at 
the time the referendum was conduct¬ 
ed - I became very interested in.the 
affairs of the Island both past and pre¬ 
sent. 

My wife and I fell in love with the 
life style and restful nature which per¬ 
vades the whole scene. 

From my observations it would ap¬ 
pear that the greatest problem to be 
faced is a desire on the part of the new 
administration to rush towards progress 
in many unnecessary ways - viz. 
creating ifiany new positions among 
its mem ben at a rather absurd remun¬ 
eration. This has in a way created 
what I feel is alien to island accep¬ 
tance - an administrative aristocracy. 

Their financial situation is one which 
all administrations seem to eventually 
descent to viz. deficit budgetting 
which then allows them an easy path 
to introduce many really unnecessary 
and unpopular means of trying fruit¬ 
lessly to get back into the black. 

The Australian Government has not 
been as helpful as perhaps it could 
have been, and the speech by Hon. 

R.J. Ellicott in May 1978 seemed to 
me to have much left un said but yet 
implied. 

Norfolk has got to stay as it is, for 
it is providing the very restful lovely 
atmosphere which people who come 
want to enjoy. To enlarge the air¬ 
strip to pure jet standard will, I feel, 
ppen avenues for exploitation - main- 
iy because of the quickness of the 
trip - by the very people who only see 
the island as another area to expand 
their chains of vice and corruption. 

For God's sake look after what you 
have. It is a priceless heritage. Un¬ 
wise development could so easily de¬ 
stroy it. 

H. Goodacre 

Cowra, N.S.W. 

(IN RESPONSE to an inquiry from 
the editor of The News, Mr. Bryan 
Nunn MLA has kindly provided the 
following elaboration of his views 
on the "vote-for-only-5" proposal) 
The Legislative Assembly has to have 
9 members. For most voters, probably 
5 or 6 pick themselves. The elector¬ 
ate should make the effort to pick a 
further 3 or 4 who are the most likely 
of the remainder to work well in the 
Assembly, to avoid promoting policies 
that the elector would object to, and 
work for the benefit of Norfolk Island. 

In the past, many of the people who 
came fairly low in the number of 


votes received contributed a great 
deal to the discussions and wisdom of 
Councils. 

If electors have only to vote for S 
persons out of an assembly of 9, we 
are in danger of perpetuating the evils 
that, in a small electorate, proportion¬ 
al representation can cause. It would 
mean that electors wishing only to vote 
for 5 could vote only for those showing 
a political or religious or commercial 
bias which suited the elector. The 
strongest vote would tend to be direct- ‘ 
ed towards particular sectional inter¬ 
ests. Those persons uncommitted to 
any sectional interests, who are the 
true independents of the Assembly, 
could well not be included in the vote; 
certainly not by those who were seek¬ 
ing to pack the Assembly with people 
of their own persuasion. 

The future government of Norfolk 
Island needs a large middle-of-the- 
road core of members, uncommitted 
to any sectional interests, judging 
each situation on its merit, for the 
whole of the people of Norfolk Island. 

The more articulate members of 
the Assembly, whilst sounding to be 
the most efficient, may notiecessar- 
ily be so. 

As an example of what could hap¬ 
pen if the proposed “five-vote" am¬ 
endment passes, suppose that three 
candidates have very strong Admini¬ 
stration support. They thus get plac- 
ings from Administration members 


and families, and could possibly 
count upon 200 to 250 votes from that 
source. In order to ensure that this 
is a forcible vote, members of the Ad¬ 
ministration mark, as number 4 and 5 
votes, candidates who are the most 
unlikely to succeed, and, thereby 
virtually waste their votes. 

The same situation, with different 
candidates for 1,2 and 3, happens in 
the Commercial vote. Or the vote of 
those anxious to see Norfolk Island 
entirely embraced in the Australian 
Commonwealth. Or the Pitcairn 
vote, anxious to see the Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety having a predominant situation 
of die Assembly, 

We need an Assembly without 
strong pressure groups behind it - an 
Assembly not beholden to any one 
group or another - a true balance of 
independently minded members, 
seeking the benefit of Norfolk Island 
and its people as a whole. 

The amendment could bring all the 
evils of Proportional Representation, 
with the growth of political parties 
and sectional interests. 

If all electors have to vote for an 
Assembly of 9 members, all of whose 
votes count equally, we will achieve 
an Assembly elected upon the aver¬ 
age confidence that the electorate 
have in those members, and better 
government. 

Bryan Nunn 


GOOD READING 



‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. “ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID THE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS'. 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. NEWSAGENCY, BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER 1 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 




EDITORIAL: Now, down to serious business 


THE HONEYMOON HAS NOW ENDED for Norfolk's 
new Legislative Assembly. 

There have been plenty of spats and quarrels-more than 
one would hope for on a honeymoon. But they haven't done 
real damage. Nothing very serious or permanent has been 
decided. Apart from the new law to require better care for 
the animals on the Common, the Assembly has hardly come 
to grips at all with things that really affect people's lives. 

But now it has to get down to facing genuine responsi¬ 
bilities. The electors of the Island will now begin to find 
out what the Assembly is really like, by seeing what the 
members do, rather than listening to what they say. 

Starting right now the Assembly faces four main tests, 
in rapid succession. In each one the members will have to 
make a choice between clear alternatives. The choice will 
be difficult, because people's rights and money will be at 
stake. There will be dead-serious arguments on boih sides. 

Here are the four issues. 

The Referendum Bill 

The Assembly members will have to choose between - 

0 Giving the electors of the Island the right to petition 
for a referendum, and express their formal opinion, on any 
Island matter they feel very strongly about; or 

0 Limiting the electors' referendum rights to questions 
which are "unrelated to the Assembly's constitution" — in 
other words, taking the recent Attorney-General's ruling as 
a guide, questions which Australia does not consider very 
important. 

The argument on one side of the issue is that the peo¬ 
ple should never be kept silent.. .that democracy is the only 
acceptable form of government, even though it may be un¬ 
tidy, clumsy and inefficient at times. 

The argument on the other side of the issue is that ref- 
erendums interfere with what the government may wish to 
do... that government has to govern, whether the people 
like it or not. 

The Immigration Bill 

The Assembly members will have to choose between - 

0 Placing the responsibility for personal judgments 
on some combination of a Norfolk government minister, the 
Assembly as a whole, and the appointed members of the 
Immigration Committee; or 

0 Placing the responsibility for personal judgments 
on one Norfolk government minister. 

It may be impractical - and might be unwise - to try 
to eliminate all personal judgments from the immigration 
screening process. "Grace and favour" should certainly be 
kept to a minimum,.by making entry qualifications as clear 
and factual as possible. Obviously there is good sense in 
having one person oversee the parts of the law that are fact¬ 
ually precise. But should personal judgments be shared, or 
should one man have sole say? 

The argument on one side is that several heads are us¬ 
ually better than one, and that one person's prejudices can 


cancel out another's. 

The argument on the other side is that one head can 
make decisions promptly, without meetings and possibly 
uninformed discussion. 

The 1980/81 Budget 

The Assembly members will have to choose between - 

0 Controlling government spending quite rigidly; or 

0 Introducing substantial new taxes. 

(There is a third choice, which involves spending the 
Island's remaining savings and hoping that someone will 
lend us more when that money is gone. That course is so 
reckless that it is not worth serious consideration.) 

The argument on one side, in favour of strong restraints 
on increased government spending, is that the 630 families 
on Norfolk may not be able to yield a great deal in new tax¬ 
es, and new taxes on tourists, directly or indirectly, may 
damage the Island's economy and leave us worse off than 
before. 

The argument on the other side, in favour of levying 
substantial new taxes, is that costs are increasing every¬ 
where, and that the growing cost of government simply has 
to be met. 

Social Welfare scheme 

The Assembly members will have to choose between - 

0 Providing assistance to people in hardship, who are 
known to be in need; or 

0 Providing a system of regular payments to people 
who meet certain specifications, whether they actually need 
the assistance or not. 

The argument on one side is that no one is unknown on 
Norfolk, and that the Island has a community/family tradi¬ 
tion of looking after people in need. The government should 
step in with cash payments only when the community/fam¬ 
ily network is failing to meet a genuine need. 

The argument on the other side is that most advanced 
societies pay out a great deaf In social welfare benefits, as 
an accepted means of distributing money from the well-to- 
do to the less well-to-do -- and Norfolk residents should be 
able to expect such a system here. 

W « w 

ON EACH OF THESE FOUR ISSUES there will be a resident 
group on each side of the argument. They will not be play¬ 
ing games. They will dead serious and they will be hard- 
headed. 

All four issues involve deep questions about what kind 
of Island Norfolk is, what is worth preserving about it, how 
it might change, and what the majority of people here want. 

On the budget and on the social welfare scheme, the 
Assembly’s decisions will take money from some people 
and pay it to others — after deducting administrative costs. 

On the referendum and immigration bills, the Assem¬ 
bly's decisions will give rights and powers to some people, 
and withhold them from other people. 

The House will now come to order, and begin affect¬ 
ing the lives of the people who live on the Island.' 
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HETTAE! 

"here it is!” 

HEALTH FOOD SHOP 
in fiurnt Pine 

* FRESHLY MADE SALADS 

* REFRESHING FRUIT DRINKS 

--a perfect lunch 
#FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
--from Norfolk gardens 
*GREEN& FLOWERING PLANTS 
--a thoughtful gift 



ISLAND 


♦AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT'S GOOD: 



ALL SO GOOD -- AND "HETTAE: " 


HAND¬ 

BOOK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 


Tahitian fish __ 

Banana Mudda /fEi fk 

Porpay Meringue tarts gO/mffk 

Candied Kumera 

Pilhicom Pilhi Kumera * 7 A 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut ft I 

Pineapple pie / V 

Norfork Island pudding 
It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the sttSSksJ 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 

hundreds of years. ’*- 

Try these interesting and delicious * 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaurant 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 
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CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

THIS IS THE WORLD'S FIRST WRISTWATCH 
I TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
FUNCTION, PLUS ALARM AND 1/100TH 
SECOND STOPWATCH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA 

BOTH TIME MODES, AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM, ON-THE-HOUR CHIME, AND 
1/100TH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 
CHRONOGRAPH 


TWO 24-HOUR ALARMS, A 1/100TH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER — AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY, DAY. DATE & MONTH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM H 

EXCLUSIVE "TIME-TELLING 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREAT WATCHES. 


O CITIZEN 


a full range at 

-PRENTICE’S-- 

THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 







PA TON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is af "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souveniis 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2 091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn - 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-thurs 7. 30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7. 30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. .-Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
fJorfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am -6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to “Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to “Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway”; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 





BEST BUYS 

YOl’LL KIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending‘On your own needs and 
purse, but'The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe aie particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what the v told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon' 

■ 

Prentice's ; "The glft of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 

■ 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood ja>- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well-utiijjer.-i mainland price " 

' ■ ' 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

Cameralines; ; "We ha,ye a great, ! 

brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir, j 

high-quality jigsaw :puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, ■ 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney, ! 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." \ 


The Trading Post; "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


p BC- t B Cl * A BOABC + aBCt ABC- ABC-r/vBC + A BC-ABC-ABC - A BC 


A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE \ 



Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVfekNMENT,RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S -SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WIETHE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SElf-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50 <t. 


j 
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PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINCS . 

A CGOU NTIN C FORM S 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK'! S LAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 




You can shoot 
virtually 
anything 
anywhere. 


MINOLTA XL-SOUND 84 


Careful Minolta engineering has made 8mm film photo¬ 
graphy as simple as point...focus...shoot! Minolta's unique 
TTL (Through-The-Lens) Servo Motor System gives you 
optimum exposure even under the dimmest lighting condi¬ 
tions. This means that you can shoot virtually any subject 
under any existing light, and not worry about the results. . .a 
tremendous aid in broadening the creative scope of any film, 
as you can concentrate solely on the subject matter and 
leave all the rest to your Minolta XL-Sound movie camera. 


MINOLTA SOUND 7000 


it's from 
Camerathjes 


you can 
depend onit. 



AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


SUN 



Norfolk Island 


MON 


TUE 

22 April 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 


WED 

23 

■ Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


W 28 

■Church services Bhousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) ■Film (MRT8. 00) 


29 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


30 

■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


4J 5 

■Church services ■ Housie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) ■Film (MRT8. 00) 


6 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■A: .1 (MRT8. C J) 
C'dants Din (G) 


7 

■ Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 


Ufl 12 

■Church services ■Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) BFilm (MRT8. 00) 


13 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant’s Din (G) 


14 

■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


W> 19 

■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) ■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) "Film ( MRT8 • 00 ) 


- ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY 

April 22nd. 1856: Lt. Gregorie, acting for the British 
Government, tells the Pitcairn people that if they will 
move to Norfolk, he is instructed to divide all the 
land among them. 

April 28th, 1789; The mutiny on "The Bounty". 

May 3rd, 1856; The Pitcairners accept the British of- 
fer of Norfolk by boarding “Morayshire" and leaving. 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


1 May 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b’d (Cwy) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 



■housie (LC) 

• Sm'b'd (SP) 
ll Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

• Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


OF ThE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE - 

May 8th, 1978; Hon. R.J. Ellicott informs Norfolk 
that Australia has rejected the main recommendations 
of the Nimmo Royal Commission Report. 

May 16th, 1856; Gov. Denison attempts to alter the 
terms of the Norfolk offer accepted by the Pitcairners. 


• SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


•SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


A -N. I, Assembly chamb< 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy -Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r't 
YC -Youth Centre 
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-CAMERALINES- 

the Minolta XG-1 
is better than its competition.! 





*226 


The first thing to do is to put the 
XG-1 into your customers hands. 

Let him feel its compact size, 
its lightweight 

Ask him to operate the film 
advance lever to feel its silkiness. 

Let him see how conveniently 
the controls are placed. And 
hear how the sound of the elec¬ 
tromagnetic shutter release is 
almost no sound at all. 

Because even though the XG-1 
is the most affordable Minolta 35mm 
automatic, it still handles like a Minolta. 

Now that your customer knows how well the XG-1 
handles, show him how easy it Is to use. 

Simply set the shutter speed dial on A for automatic. 

Now at the 

slightest touch of ^ ___ 

the shutter button i1 __ \ 

the XG-l‘s view¬ 
finder LED's light 
up to show the 
shutter speed the 
camera is setting. 

And that's impor¬ 
tant if your customer 
is a beginner. 

Because he's prob¬ 
ably more familiar XG ., shutter speed dw 

with shutter speeds than f/stops. 

Viewfinder control of shutter speeds is Just one benefit 
of an aperture-priority automatic. 

Here are some more advantages that you can point out: 
Aperture priority lets your customer control depth of field the 
way professionals do. 

And when he s ready for mirror telephoto lenses or close- 
up equipment he can use them with the XG- Is auto-expo¬ 
sure system. He can't do that with a shutter-priority 
automatic. 

A Minolta never asks 
your customer to give up 
exposure control. 

With the XG-1, he can 
override the automatic 
exposure up to two full 
stops plus or minus the 
metered value. Some of 
the XG - I s competitors 

XG-1 viewfinder displays shutter speeds Offer plus 1-1/2 Or2 
stops only. 


An electronic self-timer that’s a 
natural for demonstrating. 
Trip the XG- I s self-timer and a 
big red LED starts flashing. Right 
up front where it's easy to see. 


Make sure your customer notices that the flashing of the 
LED speeds up just before the picture is taken. We say its the 
camera that even lets you know when to smile. 

For all its affordability, the XG-1 is still a full 
Minolta system camera. 

You can really impress your customer with the XG-1 s ver¬ 
satility by showing him all the lenses and accessories it will 
accept. 

Attach the Auto Winder G and show him how he can shoot 
single frames or automatic sequences at about two frames a 
second. 

Add one of Minolta's four X-Series Auto Electrofiash units 
and demonstrate how it sets the XG-l 's shutter for flash 
operation. And the Auto Electrofiash 200X and 320X can 
even synchronize with the auto winder for continuous flash 
sequences 

Last, but certainly not least, 
can show him how easy it is 
to change to any of Minolta's 
more than forty computer- 
designed lenses. With the 
Minolta bayonet mount, 
less than a quarter turn 
locks the lens in place. The 
Minolta system has lenses 
from 7.5mm fisheye to 
1600mm super-telephoto. 

Including macros, wide 
angle and telephoto zooms 

and special-purpose lenses. Auto Winder C. Auto Electrofiash i 
I l8Xand 200X 


XG-1 

The automatic choice for value. 


r 


you can ][ ifs from 
dependonit. , Cameralirjes. 



SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more Informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you’ll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well' over half 
cf the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings te divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict, ; has led tp protests, 
petitions to. die. Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders” quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation Of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after Its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which Is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are lefr from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course^ in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill’ ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death”, and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia”. 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk’s 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
In 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct, the signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U. N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island’s new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the depee to which the 
fledgling "parliament” is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 



THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



Cocktail 
Bar and 





DANCE 

f SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


me 

YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
t ' FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd. Manager 



the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and covers these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO : NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 O. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 

(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


rEELS POINT 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRAMNC RtJ$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 


SUNDAY 
PM , OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods,..frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteriesi.. 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton,and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




Plan for Tourist 
Bureau control 

A NEW LAW to make the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Tourist Board and Bureau statu¬ 
tory bodies is scheduled to be debated 
at the May Assembly meeting. 

A bill for the law was introduced by 
Duncan McIntyre in March. He said 
the bill required some amendments 
before being considered further, and 
recommended it be held back until 
May. 

The bill proposes to give Chief Min¬ 
ister David Buffett extensive control 
over the Board, and absolute control 
over the Bureau. 

The Chief Minister would have sole 
authority to appoint all seven mem¬ 
bers of flie Board, or remove them for 
misbehaviour. 

Organisations in die Island's tourist 
industry would be able to make nom¬ 
inations for the Board, provided the 
Chief Minister had declared they were 
eligible to do so. But nothing in the 
proposed law would require him to 
follow die nominations made. 

The bill includes a provision that if 
the Chief Minister signs a copy of a 
paper purporting to be an extract from 
minutes of a meeting of the Board - 
. ven though he had not attended the 
meeting - his signature makes the pe- 
per legally valid. 

The Chief Minister's proposed total 
control over the Tourist Bureau would 
come from clause 13 of the bill, 
hicta reads, - 

"If the Chief Minister gives to the 
hoard any directions as to the conduct 
-if the business or affairs of the Bureau, 
'he Board shall give effect to the dir¬ 
ections. " The Chief Minister would 
he required, afterward, to present the 
Assembly with a copy of all such dir¬ 
ections he had given. 

While the Bureau would be a Norfolk 
Island Government agency, its employ¬ 
ees would not be part of the public 
service. 

The bill proposes quite wide powers 
for the Bureau, including the right to 
borrow money, get into die travel 
agency or transport business, become 
a tour operator, and provide accom¬ 
modation, meals, refreshments, goods 
and other services and facilities for 
visitors. 

•Support 
Norfolk 
Hospital 
—it's yours! 







DM Court gets Heritage protection 


THE OLD COURT house. In the 
ground floor of the A <kn inis nation 
building at Kingston, may be spared 
from being demolished after all. 

It was learned last August that the 
old Court had been rated as having 
no historical value by Ausnalian 
authorities in charge of the Kingston 
restoration program. The jury box, 
judges* bench, dock, panelling and 
other austere fittings were planned to 
be pulled out, and the space used for 
expanding Admin staff offices. 

But die Australian Heritage Commis¬ 
sion has now listed the Court as hav¬ 
ing a special significance, and has 
informed the Department of Home 
Affairs and the Department of Hous¬ 
ing and Construction. The Commis¬ 
sion has formally requested to be ad¬ 
vised of "any proposals affecting die 
court to a significant extent". 

This should have the effect of assur¬ 
ing that the Court will be preserved, 
unless the space is needed for an es¬ 
sential purpose that can’t be met any 
other way. 

The Heritage Commission’s action 
follows a meeting last February with 
the Assembly, at which the fate of 
the Court House was one of many is¬ 


sues discussed. Visiting experts as¬ 
sociated with the Commission visited 
die Court afterward, and agreed that 
they had overlooked its importance 
to the Island's heritage. 

The Court is one of the two mi^in 
architectural additions made in the 
Pitcairn era to the convict buildings 
at Kingston. The other is the Church 
of England, in the upper floor of die 
Commissariat Store. 

When it was first built, the Court 
was a powerful visual symbol that 
the Pitcairners had lost self-govern¬ 
ment and were to confoqn with laws 
laid down from Sydney. It was built 
in 1896 by Dwight Allen, an Ameri¬ 
can whaler who had settled on Nor¬ 
folk, who won a tender for die job 
with a price of £84.18.6 - die equi¬ 
valent of $175. 

In the 80-odd years since then, un¬ 
til it was replaced by the new court¬ 
room in die Assembly building last 
August, die old Court has been the 
scene bf historic as well as personal 
legal hearings which affected almost 
every family on the Island, for gen¬ 
erations. 

The heavy wooden door of the old 
Court has been, and remains, a focal- 


poiht for civic matters on the Island. 
Jury lists, work call lists and other 
essential documents are officially 
"nailed” to the door, and certain 
events such as the reading-out of can¬ 
didates for election take place there. 

It is also die location for Norfolk’s 
visitors' book, which has been inscri¬ 
bed by thousands of tourists over the 
years. 

Since the Norfolk courts moved to 
die Assembly building, die old Court 
House has been used as a meeting 
room for civic bodies such as the 
Building Board, which have no other 
suitable meeting room available to 
them. It is expected to continue 
being used for such occasional meet¬ 
ings, as well as remaining a point 
of tourist interest and a memorable 
part of the Island’s heritage. 

The Heritage Commission's action 
in examining the Court House and 
listing it as having special signifi¬ 
cance is an example of the Commis¬ 
sion’s primary purpose.* identifying 
buildings and places that are "worth 
keeping", and preventing other 
branches of die Australian Govern¬ 
ment from damaging them if it can 
. reasonably be avoided. 
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NORFOLK'S GOVERNMENT STATEMENT. SENT TO THE OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDS -- 


“We are one another’s natural friends...” 


A CONFERENCE of leaders from 17 
Pacific islands, including Norfolk, 
was held in Honolulu March 26-29. 

Chief Minister David Buffett said 
it had been of “immense value" to 
Norfolk to be able to talk and ex¬ 
change ideas with others attending. 

While he was listed in the official 
conference papers as being a mem¬ 
ber of the Australian delegation, he 
said he had been representing Nor¬ 
folk in its own right. 

Pacific leaders at the conference 
included Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, 
Prime Minister of Fiji; Peter Tali 
Colemand, Governor of American 
Samoa; Dr. Tom Davis, Premier of 
the Cook Islands; Hammer DeRob- 
urt. President of Nauru; Francisco 
Ada, Lt. -Governor of the Northern 
Marianas; Joseph Ada, Lt. -Gover¬ 
nor of Guam; George Ariyoshi. Gov¬ 
ernor of Hawaii; leremiah Tabai, 
President of Kiribati; Amata Kabua, 
President of the Marshall Islands; 
George Kalkoa, Minister of Home 
Affairs of the New Hebrides; Fran¬ 
cis Bugotu, Ambassador for Foreign 
Affairs of Solomon Islands; Toalipi 
Lauti, Prime Minister of Tuvala; 

Asi Aikeni.. Minister of Justice of 
Western Samoa; and representatives 
from other nations bordering the 
Pacific. 

Prior to the conference Mr. Buf¬ 
fett had sent a detailed paper con¬ 
taining Norfolk Island government 
views on various aspects of "Devel¬ 
opment the Pacific Way", which 
was the theme for the conference. 

The paper was distributed to all 
delegations attending the confer¬ 
ence. Commencing with a detailed 
review of background facts about 
Norfolk, the paper then dealt with 
a range of matters involving Nor¬ 
folk and the other Pacific islands. 

In this issue The News reprints a 
first instalment of the latter part of 
the Norfolk paper. 

Text of Norfolk Paper 

A) Goals and Development Strategies 
for tile Pacific Islands as a Region 

This subject is separated into two 
headings, goals which Norfolk island 
considers the Pacific Islands Region 
needs to achieve through regional ef¬ 
fort, and development strategie s 
which the Island considers may help 
achieve those goals. 

The goals which can and should be 
achieved on a regional basis are- 

i) An increased, better-balanced 


and informed understanding among 
the peoples of the Pacific Islands 
(including the people of Norfolk Is¬ 
land) that we are one another's na¬ 
tural friends, and that our peoples, our 
Islands and our ocean, form a com¬ 
munity - the Pacific Islands commun¬ 
ity. 

ii) A recognition, both inside and 
outside the region, that within the 
Pacific Islands Community the word 
"development" should have a Pacific 
meaning which is different in some 
important aspects from the meaning 
normally given to the word in highly 
industrialized economies. In such 
economies "development" normally 
refers to a permanently continuing 
process, accepted as beneficial, of 
progress toward ever rising goals and 
expectations. In such economies, 
countries which are not progressing 
in this fashion are regarded as infer¬ 
ior and are referred to as Tmdevelop- 
ed", "under-developed" and "devel¬ 
oping". This attitude overlooks the 
dignity 8nd harmoniousness of life 
that can be experienced by people who 
subsist in the natural environment 
rather than exploit it. In the Pacific 
Islands Community "development" 
should be considered to mean progress 
toward a particular level of develop¬ 
ment which the people of a country 
would find optimal in view of their 
culture and renewable resources. It 

is possible in some cases that the "op¬ 
timal development level” for a par¬ 
ticular Pacific Island might be in 
some respects lower than the existing 
level, and that true progress in such 
a case could be the reversal of certain 
western development processes. 

iii) A widespread agreement that 
it is in the interest of all peoples of 
the world that the Pacific Islands Com¬ 
munity be a region of peace and of 
natural conservation in which goals, 
development strategies, social poli¬ 
cies and government are all based 
primarily on the will and the abili¬ 
ties of the peoples of the Islands them¬ 
selves. 

The countries in the Pacific Island 
Community have been, and will 
doubtless continue to be, assisted in 
reaching their goals, carrying out 
their development strategies, improv¬ 
ing their social policies and making 
their governments better with die help 
of advice, research, assistance and 
aid from non-profit organizations and 
from large countries concerned about 
the Pacific. But those goals, strate¬ 
gies, policies and governments should 


reflect the character of the Pacific 
Islands, not the character of other 
societies, major nations, world organ¬ 
izations or overseas venture capital. 

Each Pacific Island country has par¬ 
ticular goals of its own, and goals 
such as "improved medical care, 
better education" and others will no 
doubt be important to a number of 
countries. 

Regional Development Strategies 
whicn we believe would help to 
achieve the three broad goals descri¬ 
bed above include the following - 
i) Improved communication among 
the Pacific Islands, including, 
-favoured treatment for regional 
airline services 

-favoured treatment for regional 
shipping services 

-increased, low-cost exchange of 
news, films and publications 
-increased flow of governmental 
information and reports 
-encouraged activity of voluntary 
organizations in Pacific Islands coun¬ 
tries (perhaps with some government 
subsidy and some prescribed functions 
requested by government) to encour¬ 
age visitor and student exchanges, 
exchange of information, and parti¬ 
cipation in regional activite 
-continued encouragement of region¬ 
al activities such as the South Pacific 
Festival of Arts 

-consideration of the establishment 
of a regional information and news 
service. 

li) The establishment of a central¬ 
ized function of identifying, testing 
and promulgating advances in "mini¬ 
technology" of a scale and cost ap¬ 
propriate to the Islands. 

iii) Inquiry into, and dissemination 
of information relative to, the con¬ 
ception of "optimal development le¬ 
vel" mentioned above, in terms of 
the Pacific Islands Community. 

Problems facing Norfolk Island in 
connection with the goals and strate¬ 
gies mentioned, include the fact 
that the Island is only 1800 people, 
at the southwestern perimeter of the 
Pacific Islands Community. Norfolk 
is a "territory under the authority of 
Australia" which is expected to sup¬ 
port itself without any financial grants 
or subsidy from Australia. The Is¬ 
land therefore has to carefully watch 
its expenditure. Its activities to sup¬ 
port the goals and development stra¬ 
tegies of the region will principally 
need to be actions that can be car¬ 
ried out at little cost. This com - 
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ment is not meant to imply a re¬ 
quest for funds, but is simply a cau¬ 
tionary note concerning our ability 
to engage in money-consuming 
activities. 

Priorities o f Norfolk Island in work- 
ing toward the goals and strategies 
mentioned would be - 

i) To talk with and listen to the 
other members of the Pacific Islands 
Community, as will be done at the 
Conference beginning March 2 6th - 
which is believed will prove to be of 
considerable importance to the region, 
and of immense importance to Nor¬ 
folk Island's future. 

ii) To seek inexpensive commun-. 
ications links with the other members 
of the Islands Community. 

iii) To make known our strong in¬ 
terest and willingness to lend our 
voice and support to region-wide 
efforts that result from the Confer¬ 
ence. 

It is believed that the Pacific Is¬ 
lands Community needs Norfolk 
Island; it is certain that Norfolk 
Island needs the Community. 

B) The Pacific Islands in the World 
Community 

The neea we see in bettering rela¬ 
tions between the region and die out¬ 
side world is a co-operative regional 


programme of making the Pacific 
Islands Community's goals and stra¬ 
tegies clearly known to the large na¬ 
tions and institutions which have a 
serious interest in the Pacific - and 
to invite and encourage their interest, 
understanding, acceptance and sup¬ 
port of the region's goals and strate¬ 
gies. 

If the Pacific Islands Community 
develops a regional approach to the 
use by outside nations of 200-mile 
ocean economic zones surrounding the 
Islands, Norfolk Island may or may 
not be able to participate. A 200- 
mile zone around Norfolk Island has 
been proclaimed by Australia as be¬ 
ing part of the Australian Fishing 
Zone. It is not yet clear whether 
the net economic benefits from the 
zone (after providing for the cost of 
management, conservation and sur¬ 
veillance) will be considered as be¬ 
ing administered by Australia for the 
benefit of Norfolk Island, or whether 
the benefits will be retained by Aus¬ 
tralia. Discussions between the Nor¬ 
folk Island Government and the Com - 
monwealth are continuing. The Nor¬ 
folk Island Government, considering 
that the Commonwealth expects the 
Island to be financially self-support¬ 
ing from the Island's own resources, 
l believes the Norfolk 200-mile 


economic zone should be considered 
an integral Norfolk Island resource. 

We do not present the situation as one 
requiring any attention from the Paci¬ 
fic Islands Community at this stage. 

We have no priorities to propose now 
in connection with k The Pacific Is¬ 
lands in the World Community. " 

C) Regional Co-operation 
’ The principal'views of Norfolk Is¬ 
land on this topic are reflected in 
comments already made in this paper. 
We wish to emphasize however, the 
great importance Norfolk Island 
places on the basic conception which 
has led to die forthcoming Conference. 

The Agreed Report of the Pre-Con¬ 
ference Planning Meeting states "Re¬ 
gional co-operation can succeed only 
if all countries and territories in the 
region feel that they have full and 
equal opportunities for participation 
in regional discussions and consulta¬ 
tions. Furthermore; these regional 
discussions, if concerned with the 
development of the Island States or 
the region as a whole, can no longer 
be realistically limited to economic 
and social development issues-.. “ 

(TO BE CONTINUED IN THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF THE NEWS) 
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Referendum bill 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
that most electors did not want that 
to happen. The government decided 
to do what most people wanted, and 
so Norfolk immigration has continued 
to be restricted. 

The second referendum occurred 
when there was great pressure to build 
Australia's high -security animal quar¬ 
antine station on Norfolk. The major¬ 
ity of the Norfolk Island Council were 
in favour of the idea. But the people 
were concerned about it, and petition¬ 
ed for a referendum. The referendum 
showed that the majority did not want 
the Quarantine Station here. The gov¬ 
ernment decided to change its plans, 
and the Quarantine Station was moved 
to Cocos Islands instead. 

The third referendum was last Decem¬ 
ber. The government had decided that 
proportional representation was the 
right form of voting for Norfolk Island. 
The people used a referendum to show 
that they did not agree. This Assem¬ 
bly has accepted that opinion, and is 
moving to change the electoral law 
back again. 

So the Referendum Ordinance has 
proved itself on three occasions, in 
16 years, as being a means by which 
the people can express their opinion, 
for die guidance of the government. 

A referendum has been described as 
being like "the shotgun behind the 
door" -- it may be needed rarely, if 
ever, but it is a protection to the or¬ 
dinary people to knowit is there. 

Just over a week ago, on April 1st, 
it was revealed that the Norfolk Refer¬ 
endum Ordinance has a great flaw in 
it. The flaw is that the Common¬ 
wealth Government can prevent a ref¬ 
erendum being held, on a legal tech¬ 
nicality, even though more than a 
third of the electors petitioned for one. 
I don't think there is a trace of doubt 
in anyone’s mind that if Australia 
had wanted a referendum to be held, 
it would have been held. Australia 
did not want one held, and so it was 
prevented. 

Some people on Norfolk were pleas¬ 
ed and relieved by Australia’s action. 

1 believe it was an unjust and unwise 
suppression of the people, but I recog¬ 
nise that others may feel differently. 

Whatever one thinks about Austra¬ 
lia's action on April 1st, it had two 
immediate effects which should be 
recognised. 

It showed that the present Referen¬ 
dum Ordinance is not the protection 
people thought it was. The purpose 
of the Ordinance can be, and has been, 
thwarted by Australia, an effect, Aus¬ 
tralia was saying «o the people of 


Norfolk, "You are not allowed to ex¬ 
press your opinion. You can grumble 
among yourselves, if you like, but 
we forbid you to go to the polls and 
find out what the opinion of the major¬ 
ity is." 

Secondly, Australia’s action on April 
1st had the unfortunate effect of pro¬ 
tecting this Assembly from a possibly 
unfavourable opinion of the people we 
govern. No one knows, as a result, 
whether the majority of the electors 
support this government. All we know 
for certain is that the Cohimonwealth 
Government has prevented the people 
of the Island from questioning this 
Assembly's right to be in office. 

In the interest of protecting the 
rights of the people of Norfolk, the 
serious flaw in the Referendum Ordin¬ 
ance should be corrected. That is die 
purpose of this bill. 

What the bill proposes 
the bill proposes to eliminate sec¬ 
tion 5 of the Referendum Ordinance, 
and to re-write section 6 of the Ordin¬ 
ance. 

At present the main parts of these 
two sections read as follows: 

"Section 5.. .The Administrator may, 
if so advised by the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly, direct a referendum to ascertain 
the opinion of the electors on any 
question relating to --(a) the consti¬ 
tution of the Legislative Assembly; 

(b) the raising of a loan under an 
Ordinance for any purpose affecting 
the peace, order and good govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island; or (c) the 
importation into, or the manufacture 
or sale of intoxicating liquor in, Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

"Section 6... the Administrator shall, 
if so requested by ... one third of the 
... persons... on the electoral roll, 
direct a referendum to ascertain the 
opinion of the electors on any ques¬ 
tion relating to the peace, order and 
good government; not being a ques¬ 
tion referred to in section 5." 


So the present Referendum Ordinal:-: 
allows the Assembly, within narrow lim 
its, to ask for a referendum; and if they 
do, the Administrator "may" - or may 
not - call a referendum. The Ordin¬ 
ance also allows one-third of the elec¬ 
tors to require a referendum, on cer¬ 
tain kinds of questions. 

The bill proposes to remove the lim¬ 
itations on the Assembly and on the 
people. It proposes to replace sections 
5 and 6 with a single section, the main 
part of which would read as follows: 
"... the Administrator shall, if so 
resolved by the Legislative Assembly 
or if so requested by... one third of 
the... persons..-. on the electoral 
roll, direct a referendum to ascertain 
the opinion of the electors on any 
question relating to the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk 
Island.'' 

There would be two main effects of 
changing the law in this way. First, 
it would mean that if the Assembly 
wanted to find out the opinion of die 
electors on an important issue, it 
could require the Administrator to hold 
a referendum. The Administrator 
would no longer have the right to re¬ 
fuse to do so. 

The most important effect of the 
bill, however, would be that either the 
Assembly, or one-third of the electors, 
would be able to demand a referendum 
on any subject related to good govern- 
menfhere. There would be no forbid¬ 
den questions. There would be no le¬ 
gal loopholes which Australia could 
use to prevent a referendum, if the As¬ 
sembly or one-third of the electors 
wanted one. 


The cost of a referendum 
It is sometimes said, by persons who 
do not like the idea of letting the peo¬ 
ple express their opinion, that referen- 
dums are expensive. I have made en¬ 
quiries about this. The referendum in 
December was an unusually expensive 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
•V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

^ Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - fbr our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants., 
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one, with all of the explanatory papers 
being printed, rather then having some 
of them roneod, as in the past. The 
most accurate estimate 1 can make of 
all the extra costs involved is that the 
December referendum cost Norfolk Is¬ 
land approximately $359. That is 
equal to approximately 400 for each 
elector. 

There was a serious and strong con¬ 
troversy on the Island at the time, con¬ 
cerning the proper kind of voting sys¬ 
tem. All it took to clear up that con¬ 
troversy, and settle the question once 
and for all, was a four-bob referendum. 
From the people's standpoint, I don't 
believe any single expenditure of the 
government during 1979 was as good, 
economical value as that. It is a 
wonderfully simple, honest, inexpen¬ 
sive and sure-fire way of finding out 
what the people believe. It did not 
disrupt or interfere with the process of 
government in the slightest way. It 
was democratic government process, 
at its very best. 

The progress of the bill after today 
fte pe'ople of the Island who arfe 
listening today may expect that this 
bill will immediately get voted down 
by the Assembly. Fortunately, that 
is not going to happen. The Assembly's 
rules require that when I have finished 
speaking, debate be adjourned for at 
least one month, while the people of 
the Island have a chance to think 
about the bill* and the members of the 
Assembly have a chance to think about 
it. 

Copies of the bill, and copies of this 
introductory address, will be available 
to any elector who wants them. 

I hope that during the coming month 
the people of the Island will make it 
their business to get a copy of die bill, 
and this address, and think through the 
question of what they believe is good 
government. I hope they will talk 
with all members of the Assembly 
about it. I hope they will ask mem¬ 
bers of the Assembly, "Why shouldn't 
me people be able to express their 
opinion, on any subject at ail to do 
with government here? 

"How would it be bad government 
to let the people express their opin¬ 
ion? 

"How could it be good government 
to prevent the people from express¬ 
ing their opinion?" 

If a vote could be taken on the bill 
today, the vote might reject the bill. 
But more careful thought is required. 

I believe that after a month of 
thought, and listening to the electors, 
the members of this Assembly will 
pass the bill next month. They will, 

I believe, see that there is no bene¬ 
fit -- only harsh rule --in forcing 


the people to remain silent. I genu¬ 
inely do not believe that the mem¬ 
bers of this Assembly wish to be 
harsh rulers. 

If the Assembly passes the bill, it 
will then be "reserved for the <3ov- 
ernor-General's pleasure". It will go 
to Canberra, and the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral will either propose amendments 
to it, or assent to it, or withhold 
assent from it. In doing so he will 
be required to act as the Executive 
Council of Australia advises him to 
act. 

I do not believe Australia's Execu¬ 
tive Council, and certainly not the 
Governor-General, wish to be seen 
as harsh rulers of Norfolk Island. If 
they withhold assent from this bill, 
their reasons for doing so must be 
tabled in this House. Perhaps they 
may see some honest, democratic 
reason why the electors of Norfolk 
Island should be prevented from ex¬ 
pressing their opinion on any matter 
of importance to government here. 

I very much doubt that there is any 
such reason. 

At the outset I said that this bill 
comes right to the heart of die ques¬ 
tion of good government on this 
Island. 

For generations the people of Nor¬ 
folk have had a colonial government 
--which is to say that they have had 
to obey laws that were made with¬ 
out their consent by persons a long 
way away who were not answerable 
to the people of the Island. 

Colonial government existed in 
the world for a long time. It is rap¬ 
idly disappearing, because it is of¬ 
fensive to a sense of justice and 
equality among human beings. It 
was based on the belief that some 
persons are born wearing boots and 
spurs, while the ordinary people are 
bom with saddles on their backs so 
they can be ridden. 

This Assembly has the opportunity 
to replace colonial government with 
something much better. In changing 
some of the old colonial laws here, 1 1 

am quite concerned to see that we may 
simply be replacing far-off colonialism 
with local colonialism. This is done 
by amending the old laws quite simply 
- taking out the word "Administrator" 
and replacing it with the words "Chief 
Minister". 

This Assembly can be the means of 
ending colonial rule if the Assembly 
wants to do so. We should remove the 
saddles from the people. We should 
refrain from putting on boots and 
spurs ourselves. We should act as the 
protectors of the people, not their 
rulers. We should ensure that die i 
people are allowed to express their 


opinion, in a proper and orderly way, 
whenever enough of them feel strongly 
enough about an issue to want to speak 
for themselves. 

That is what referendums are for. 

That is what this bill is for, and when 
it is voted on next month, die mem¬ 
bers of this Assembly will reveal whe¬ 
ther they want to be the protectors of 
the people, or dieir rulers. 


JUST IN TIME 


LAST DECEMBER'S referendum on pro¬ 
portional representation would have 
been prevented by the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment if the petitioners had not act¬ 
ed so promptly, according to Admini¬ 
strator Peter Coleman. 

In announcing Australia's ban on a 
new referendum, in which voters were 
to be asked whether they thought the 
Assembly had been acceptably elected, 
Mr. Coleman said the Commonwealth 
would have blocked the previous ref¬ 
erendum if it had been asked for on 
August 7th or later. He said: 

"Now many of you may ask how, is 
this is the law, we did indeed have a 
referendum, just last December, on 
the method of electing thfe Legislative 
Assembly, that is, on the constitution 
of the Legislative Assembly - and that 
referendum was the result of a petition 
of electors, not of the advice of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

"The reason is that die Referendum 
Ordinance was amended last year and 
the section of the Ordinance which 
prevents me putting the question pro¬ 
posed in the petition lodged in March 
1980 came into effect on 7 August, 
1979. The petition which was the 
basis of the December referendum waS u 
lodged before the amendment took * ' 

effect, lodged on 10 July, 1979. Had 
it been lodged a month later, I should 
not have been able to direct the refer¬ 
endum that was held in December. 

It too would not have been in conform¬ 
ity with the amended Referendum Or¬ 
dinance, with the new Section 6 which 
requires that referenda on the constitu¬ 
tion of the Legislative Assembly be 
only held on the advice of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly. 

"This amendment which came into 
effect on 7 August, 1979 was one of a 
large number of amendments affect¬ 
ing over 50 Ordinances and the inten¬ 
tion was to bring those Ordinances into 
consistency with the general principles 
of the Norfolk Island Act 1979. This 
Ordinances Revision Ordinance was 
discussed at the meeting of the Norfolk 
Island Council on 4 July, 1979.“ 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / April 82-May 19, 1990 


32 



Chief Minister 
Moves to Slash 
Admin Spending 

A CUT in Administration spending -- 
the first one to be publicly revealed 
since the Legislative Assembly decid¬ 
ed to make a full-scale review of all 
costs last September -- went into ef¬ 
fect on April 19th. 

The cost-cutting programme was dis¬ 
closed with linle fanfare in a Gazette 
notice on April 17th saying that mail 
closing times would be altered for . 
weekend mail, and that "inward mail 
received over the weekend will be 
sorted on Monday mornings". 

It means that Admin costs, running 
at an all-time high, will be reduced 
by ceasing any weekend services at 
the Post Office. 

Reynolds Heads 
Islander Group 

DON REYNOLDS has been elect¬ 
ed president of the Society of Descen¬ 
dants of the Pitcairn Settlers. 

He succeeds Ken Nobbs, who 
had headed the Society since it was 
formed in mid-1977. 


CofC Changes 

NEW OFFICERS and Committeemen 
have given the Norfolk Island Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce a changed style of 
leadership. 

Former Councillor Geoff Bennett 
has been elected president. His vice- 
presidents are Kevin Pereira and John 
Pearson. 

Other members of the newly-elec¬ 
ted Committee are Joyce lonn. Sec¬ 
retary; Graeme Donaldson, Treasur¬ 
er; and Angus Cuthbertson, Ardan 
McGuinness, Roger Newman, Ken 
Nobbs, Duncan Sanderson and Peter 
Woodward. 


Minister May 3 

AUSTRALIA'S Minister for Home 
Affairs, Hon. R.J. Ellicott, is sche¬ 
duled to arrive on Norfolk on Satur¬ 
day, May 3rd. He has scheduled a 
meeting with members of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly at 10am on Monday 
the 5th, which will be open to the 
public. He will have further private 
discussions with the Assembly before 
returning to Australia on Tuesday. 



f^IT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK. IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET; CLOTHING. ACCESSORIES. 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING B A RG A IN-HU N TERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. ” 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR “PARIS BOUTIQUE'' — 

LANcdME cosmetics 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN “THE GALLERY 1 '— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



BOUTIQUE ^ 


TELEPHONE 2358 




c T^e Klorjolk j^lterrjative 


ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES. ... WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


WIND GENERATORS were a very com¬ 
mon sight right up to the Fifties, until 
the diesel took over, and then mains 
power. If they were so good, why did 
we give them up? Because they were 
so inconvenient. A whole rack of very 
expensive batteries, which always 
seemed to need endless care. Low vol¬ 
tages. And very, very expensive cap¬ 
ital cost. 

They do have a place, though. I 
have seen one the size of a pushbike 
generator charging up the battery of 
an electric fence: good idea. 

As storage of energy is such a problem, 
a direct storage method (like straight 
into a deepfreeze, or into a hot water 
system) might be a simpler and cheaper 
way of utilisation. 

To me a straight-out wind generator 
is a no-no. But the energy is avail¬ 
able to us. The wind blows at over 
eight knots two-thirds of the time on 
Norfolk. Since that is about the min¬ 
imum operating speed of any mill, 
perhaps the subject might stand a clo¬ 


ser look. 

The Dutch, who have lots of wind 
energy and sea water, have solved the 
problem very elegantly by pumping 
water up into reservoirs with their wind¬ 
mills and then running the water back 
down through hydroelectric turbines. 

The University of NSW is doing some 
experimental wind-energy work with 
kites, but as yet have published no data 
that I am aware of. 

Practical application of alternative 
energy is a difficult balancing act, 
with conflicting factors. 

A project may be technically pos¬ 
sible and environmentally desirable, 
but enormously time consuming. In 
our present society this type of project 
would be abandoned as too. expensive, 
that is, it would make better economic 
sense to use conventional methods. 

A project may be very capital inten¬ 
sive. A case in point is Brazil, where 
billions of dollars are being devoted 
to converting most of the country’s 
energy use to biomass. Biomass is the 


process in which plant material is 
turned into ethanol/methanol mixes. 
Like most of these things the piocess 
is not new. The chemistry was define, 
last century by the world's best chem .ts, 
the Germans. Further development 
work has taken place all around the 
world, with the Australian Army play¬ 
ing a significant role in New Guinea. 

The biomasr alternative comes in 
three forms: the use of waste products 
(like Louie Evans' methane producer); 
the use of undigested plant material 
(like the CSR company's use of residues): 
and the growing of specific crops for 
the purpose (such as beet or in Austra¬ 
lia, wheat). Some processes use 
aerobic or anaerobic action, much 
like a septic tank. Some use yeasts, 
like brewing beer. Some use complex 
ranges of bacteria. 

At this stage some of the decision¬ 
making becomes a matter of morality. 
Can we blithely divert land that could 
be planted into food crops for a hungry 
world into growing fuel for machines? 
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Of the three forms, Lou Evans' choice 
seems the most appropriate for Norfolk. 
It is a happ y compromise of technical 
aims, and uses waste materials. 

Our western society is poorly adapt¬ 
ed to making such decisions. We have 
an inbuilt bias in favour of relying on 
an economic rationale to determing 
what is a viable proposition and what 
isn’t. But should we ever be isolated 
from imported fuels, the economic ar¬ 
gument will disappear. It will be re¬ 
placed by the "whatever is possible" 
argument. 

A friend pointed out to me recently 
that at the stage when we have no fuel 
for the chainsaw, we will have plenty 
of time to use an axe in a leisurely 
way, for our economic life will be at 
a standstill. 1 wonder if this is true. 

Much of our energy use is for trans¬ 
port, of ourselves and our goods. We 
are a very mobile community, forever 
to-ing and fro-ing, most of which 
could be done on a bicycle. 

Bikes are a fascinating subject. 

They were first invented in 1839, 
further developed 1875/1900, and 
today are a sophisticated, immensely 
strong and satisfying method of trans¬ 
port. A bike seems to be the ideal 
comproraite: relatively low manufac¬ 
turing Inputs, reasonable capital cost, 
very low running cost, low mainten¬ 


ance, and virtually indestructable. 

And healthy. A bit like a horse 
which you don't have to catch in the 
morning or feed when you are not 
using it. 

Motor vehicles are a throw-away pro¬ 
duct here, as in most of the Western 
world. But it needn't be that way on 
Norfolk. We have a well-developed 
wood industry which we could turn 
to further use by making wooden cars 
(mainly plywood for bodies, and 4 X 
2 for chassis) very much like the first 
cars. 

With our large diesel generating cap¬ 
acity running whether we are using it 
or not, we are ideally suited to the 
use of electric cars. Our short aver¬ 
age running distance, our slow speeds 
and use of small vehicles favour elec¬ 
tricity as a most suitable short term 
solution. Naturally.whenwehave.no 
diesel fuel for the generators it is then 
that we would be looking at windmill 
battery chargers. 

Electric cars are non-polluting. I 
don't really think die Norfolk ecology 
is all that fragile, but it is a wise pol¬ 
icy that protects it, rather than damag¬ 
ing it. In that context, motor cycles 
are a sort of halfway house. They fit 
neatly into a present automotive niche. 
They represent nothing new or untried- 
They are miserly users of fuel and a 


highly usable means of cheap transport.. 
Their high capital cost reflect? the 
high level of manufacturing’technolo- 
gy r . but running costs are low and the 
modem bike is a reliable, longlife and 
convenient means of transport. One 
further advantage of bikes is the low 
level of wear on roads. 

Back to eneTgy again . 

Two further sources of energy, not 
yet discussed in this series, are sun 
power and water power. Sun power is 
legendary. The ancient Greeks sup¬ 
posedly used reflected sunlight from 
thousands of focussed shields to bum 
an invading fleet, and a recent experi¬ 
ment in Greece seems to confirm the 
account. In modern form, minors are 
focussed on a steam boiler. 

The solar hotwater heater is a comm., 
sight on Norfolk in the last ten years, 
and solar ovens and food driers are no 
longer a novelty. We have a high am 
nual incidence of sunlight, though the 
heat is modified somewhat by the wind. 
Insulation and shelter are thus impor¬ 
tant for effective operation. 

cs 

"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


S.A. 37.890.000 CFP/Registered Off¬ 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AU RA NGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 







Norfolk 


IN 1914, after Australia’! Parliament 
had been “intrusted with the duty of 
legislating for the population” of Nor¬ 
folk, ten Parliamentarians set sail 
from Sydney for a three-week look at 
the Island. 

Here are some of the impressions 
that Mr. J.H.Catts, of the House of 
Representatives, set down about how 
Norfolk struck him, 56 years ago. 

"NORFOLK ISLANDERS are the descen¬ 
dants of the Bounty mutineers (1788) 
and Tahitian mothers. The present 
population is therefore about six gen¬ 
erations removed from the original 
introduction of Tahitian blood. Gen¬ 
erally the eyes and hair of the island¬ 
ers are dark, but the skin may be cal¬ 
led fair. In character and custom, 
however, the Tahitian blood power¬ 
fully asserts itself. The extent to 
which the few original mothers have 
left die impress of the characteristics 
of their race upon a century and a 
quarter’s intermingling with British 
stock is phenomenal. The Britisher's 



WITH ALICE HOWARD 


pride of race oozes out of the pores of 
the islanders' skin, die complexion 
would pass for Southern European. 

This would appear to be the almost 
total resultant of an overwhelming 
preponderance of parentage of British 
and European origin. 

"The limits necessarily desired by 
the Minister in the memoranda of 
honorable members who visited the 
Island do not permit of an extended 



ibuntp Hobse Cabcrn 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT “BENELONG", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 

Tuesday through Saturdays from 7 pm 

v ^-Q^^ BOOK,NGS: : 


LIVING 

and precise reference to the location, 
topography, and characteristics of the 
island or to the interesting historical 
genesis and succeeding genealogy of 
die local population - their early 
, Pitcairn experiences and transfer to 
Norfolk. Happily Norfolk Island data 
has been admirably summarized in 
Mr. Atlee Hunt’s Report No. 12, 1914. 

“Much of interest one is tempted to 
dwell upon must be passed over. The 
1 demands of public utility necessitate 
an effort to submit information and 
explanation regarding problems rela¬ 
tive to Commonwealth administration. 
The economic possibilities, the char¬ 
acter of the people in this relation, 
and their requirements at die hands 
of the Commonwealth, are die sub¬ 
jects to which attention will be dir¬ 
ected. 

"The Island is five miles long by 
three wide. The coastline is twenty 
miles. There are no actual or poten¬ 
tial harbors. The land formation 
rises direct from the water some 200 
feet, except at one corner, where 
reefs offer formidable obstruction to' 
ship navigation. All transport is con¬ 
ducted between ships and shore by 
means of whaleboats - large rowing 
boats. Shipping is always effected 
on whatever happens to be the shelter¬ 
ed side at the time of the vessel’s 
arrival. The disability of not being 
able to cart produce to any one of 
the landing points until the ship is 
sighted is obvious. But no practic¬ 
able alternative is in evidence. 

"The soil is a loose chocolate vol¬ 
canic loam, varying in depth from 
50 feet. There is good soft water be¬ 
low soil level in abundance. There 
are no streams or dams. Water soaks 
through the soil as if it were a huge 
sieve. Water conservation and irriga¬ 
tion are practically impossible. Rains 
are generally seasonable and abundant. 
Dry spells are experienced as in Aus¬ 
tralia. The climate is temperate al¬ 
ways. During our visit from late De¬ 
cember to mid-January, one could 
sleep comfortably under bed cover. 

The land will grow grain, cereals, and 
vegetables. Coffee of the finest qual¬ 
ity thrives. Citrus fruits, passion fruit, 
bananas, and peaches abound in wild 
profusion. There is probably a hoop 
and cow for every man, woman, and 
child on the island. Practically no 
artificial feed is grown. This is in 
itself a testimony to the pastoral qual- 
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ities of the Island. Flour is imported. 
There is no local mill. Resort to 
crude milling is apparently unneces¬ 
sary. Local fish is abundant. Poultry 
and eggs are produced by most house¬ 
holders. Indeed, of the major require¬ 
ments of the community, clothing and 
flour only need to be imported. Sal¬ 
aries of officials, tourists, and com¬ 
paratively small exports of passion 
fruit pulp and lemon juice, provide 
the islanders with all they require 
from the outside world. The commun¬ 
ity lives simply and happily. Its 
needs are few. A very small amount 
of labour suffices to provide those 
articles with which nature has failed 
to strew the land abundantly. Un¬ 
doubtedly the production of the Island 
could be multiplied times over. The 
whole estate is merely of pocket hand¬ 
kerchief proportions. This is distribut¬ 
ed between some hundred families. 
Single holdings could not provide for 
up-to-date implements, processes, 
and marketing in the production of 
diversified husbandry. Intense culti¬ 
vation would need community or co- . 
operative effort, both as to the selec 
tion of crops or produce to be raised 
and in every subsequent stage to mar¬ 
keting. Coffee would probably offer 
the best return. Its value proportion¬ 
ate to bulk would entail the minimum 



Pork chops 

Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving the 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one of the following: 

'At cup canned mushrooms in 
butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
Vz cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 



PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD 


of cost in transporting and marketing. 
Australian requirements of coffee 
offer inviting prospects. The Com¬ 
monwealth might provide skinning 
and grinding plant to encourage some 
local effort. Fairer treatment by 
Australian buyers would thus be secur¬ 
ed. This proposition is worthy of in¬ 
vestigation. Some tourist traffic may 
be developed. 

"Were Norfolk Island as an estate 
owned by a syndicate, or unattached 
holders, possessing the commercial 
spirit as we know it, multiplied pro¬ 
ductivity would be a comparatively 
simple matter. But here the charac¬ 
ter and conditions of the people must 
be taken into account. They are set¬ 
tled on blocks of land which provide 
most of what they require with very 
little effort. They share food around 
ungrudgingly. There is no lack of 
provisions in any home, whether the 
breadwinner is alive or dead, whether 
the house has food-producing land 
attached or not. This is character¬ 
istic. Habits are simple. There are 
no classes or castes. There is no stri¬ 
ving or rivalry in regard to fashion or 
style. The liquor traffic is prohibited 
with public approvaL The morrow is 
as assured as to-day. "Why should we 
hustle to produce more wealth" some 
will ask. The question is not easy to 
answer. They are better housed and 
fed, have less worry, have more 
wholesome amusement, are happier 
generally, than tens, of thousands of 
Australians whose lives are spent in 
ceaseless toil. It would be a mis¬ 
take to force commercialism upon 
the Island. Voluntary increase in 
productive activity does not seem 
probable until increased population 
creates necessity or s-ome new inter¬ 
ests have become associated with 
the Island. 

"The population should be encour¬ 
aged, even urged, to provide for die 
management of their own affairs. 
Sympathy and assistance should be 
granted to any well-directed efforts 
to improve their own status and con¬ 
ditions. Beyond this it does not 
seem desirable to interfere. 

"To local inquiries regarding in¬ 
creased wealth production, the ship¬ 
ping disabilities are referred to. The 
construction of a breakwater and 
wharfs is strenuously urged. The cost 
of any scheme would be heavy - prob¬ 
ably £250, 000. What produce or 
commerce would bear the necessary 
charges of interest and sinking fund? 

No satisfactory answer is forthcoming. 
The local traders who lead island 
thought on such matters are insistent, 
but it is doubtful whether the indiv- 
dual land-holder realizes that his own 
efforts would require to provide for 
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the burden associated with the capi¬ 
tal expenditure. There is much room 
for improvement in shipping facili¬ 
ties within die reach of the islanders 
were initiative and originality in 
evidence. But the crudest arrange¬ 
ments seem quite acceptable. A- 
mong the many admirable qualities of 
the local inhabitants, inventive gen¬ 
ius finds no place. It is doubtful 
whether a labour-saving device or 
anything indicative of resource ex¬ 
ists on the Island, save in probably 
the case of one exception of a small 
enterprise by an Australian. 

"The idea promulgated at times 
that Norfolk Islanders are lazy and 
indolent is very superficial and in¬ 
herently wrong. They are not a 
resourceful people, probably for the 
reason that necessity is the mother 
of invention. There is no economic 
pressure. The women excel in the 
art of housekeeping - they are cer¬ 
tainly very industrious of their own 
volition, and appear to be ideal 
homemakers. This is inconsistent 
with the theory of inherent indolence. 
Male islanders have from time to 
time settled in Australia. In cases 
which have come to the notice of 
die writer, they compare quite fav¬ 
orably with the ordinary Australian 
labourer. They experience no dif¬ 


ficulty in earning a living in compe¬ 
tition with Australian workmen. 

There are no settled industries or pur¬ 
suits on Norfolk. Thus young men 
do not acquire habits of industrial 
discipline as if bound to a trade or 
regularly called upon to work. Nor¬ 
folk knows not the state of society 
to which we are accustomed. Under 
similar conditions it is doubtful 
whether the youth of Australia would 
appear in as favorable a light. Phys¬ 
ically and temperamentally Norfolk 
islanders are quite capable of indus¬ 
trial activity. 

"In the same way it has been stated 
that the local children are not as apt 
scholars as, and consequently of in¬ 
ferior mental calibre to, mainlanders. 
But surely these critics have not con¬ 
sidered the immense quickening of 
the young mind in highly developed 
communities, due to observing and 
imbibing the multitudinous facts and 
influences permeating its environments. 

"It is essential that the local inhab¬ 
itants should be charged with the re¬ 
sponsibility of working out their own 
salvation. Grint the fullest possible 
measure of local self-government. 

Let the Commonwealth encourage 
betterment and improvement. At 
present the Island is governed from 
without - from 1, 000 miles across 


the water. Local officialdom and its 
cost is provided by the Commonwealth. 
The comparatively prodigal supply of 
officers astonishes local opinion. It 
creates the impression that the Com¬ 
monwealth will readily lavish large 
expenditure on the Island. There is 
a local half nominated, half elected 
Executive Council, but its functions 
are limited to such matters as arrang¬ 
ing for the maintenance of local 
roads by comm unity-organized labour. 
The present system of administration 
is costly to the extent of being far¬ 
cical. Under such a scheme there 
can be no corporate responsibility in 
the people and no public spirit. No 
colony or community in the world 
ever made progress in similar cir¬ 
cumstances. Fancy an Administra¬ 
tor, Administrator's Secretary, Col¬ 
lector of Customs, Secretary to the 
Executive Council, Postmaster, and 
police constable with two auxiliary 
assistants, to administer a code of 
laws equal in size to one of our Aus¬ 
tralian Union rule books - with an 
absence of crime, as Mr. Atlee 
Hunt points out - fancy this array 
of officialdom with Government 
House as the emblem of authority, 
to govern some 300 adults on 8, 000 
acres of land! And there are the 
honorary Executive Councillors. It 
is true some of the salaries are very 
small. The Island is, however, 
much over-officered. The admini¬ 
strator (Mr. Murphy) as well as his 
officers, are men of ability and in¬ 
tegrity. But surely their services 
could be utilized by the Common¬ 
wealth where their experience and 
energies could be profitably employ¬ 
ed. Norfolk Island administrative 
functions and duties could be organ¬ 
ized so that an administrator and a 
police constable could comfortably 
and efficiently discharge them. 

"The subject-matter of this mem¬ 
orandum has not permitted of the 
much more interesting study of 
Norfolk Islanders from the social 
point of view, including the many 
personal charms of the local char¬ 
acter. Whilst the policy of arrang¬ 
ing visits for parliamentarians to 
territories and dependencies of the 
Commonwealth is in the public 
interest, nevertheless the writer ful¬ 
ly appreciates the opportunity afford¬ 
ed of a delightful holiday - in which 
most of the homes of the Island were 
visited - being interwoven with the 
exercise of this public duty." 

■(Frqm "Norfolk Island - Visit of 
Members of the Commonwealth 
Parliament - Their Views about 
the Island" -- Australian Govern¬ 
ment Printer, C. 1914) 


ill 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Bums Philp 

/'ALWAYS IN STOCK, A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
.>■- UNDER THE "CAMPUS” AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/'GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN - STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER — TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SA VINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


HENiWEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDON IE NE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

■ agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ,. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 










R.J. ELL1C0TT, AUSTRALIA’S MINISTER FOR NORFOLK AFFAIRS, TELLS THE 
ASSEMBLY TO GET GOING ON PLANS FOR THE ISLAND’S FUTURE 


OIL SEARCH TO BE URGED 


THERE MAY BE OIL ON NORFOLK'S CONTINENTAL SHELF), AND AUSTRALIA 
WANTS TO ENCOURAGE OFFSHORE EXPLORATION IN THE 200-MILE ZONE 


A MINI-PORT FOR NORFOLK? 


BUILDING PERMITS 


LAW WILL GIVE THE ASSEMBLY DIRECT CONTROL OF MANY MUNICIPAL 
MATTERS. FASTER BUILDING APPROVALS SHOULD BE ONE OF ThE BENEFITS, 


this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative" 


AN OCEAN-GOING PATROL BOAT MAY BE STATIONED HERE TO POLICE THE 
WATERS. THE COMMONWEALTH WILL STUDY A POSSIBLE HARBOR OR DEEP MOORING. 


INQUIRY 


GIVES UNANIMOUS SUPPORT TO A SELECT COMMITTEE. WhICH WILL 
HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS TO FIND OUT HOW MUCH TOURISM IS GOOD FOR NORFOLK 





COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncans NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 

JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1. 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

. Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from -masilve, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes’ walk up 
the road fromthe Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard ■ Diner’s* American Express • Visa 



RUBIES 

OPALS 

PEARLS 

IVORY 

JADE 


SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUAMARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
TOURMA LING 


GARNET 
EMERALDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HQUftS: 8.30 - 5130 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO L.UNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 -,12.30 





MR. ELUCOTT HANDS THE BALL TO NORFOLK’S ASSEMBLY 


‘Gel Down to Those Decisions’- Minister 


NORFOLK'S LEGISLATIVE Assembly 
needs to develop a long-term approach 
to the Island's problems and goals, 
Minister R.J. Ellicott told members 
in a broadcast meeting in the Assembly 
Chamber on May 5th. 

"You can't plan ahead unless you have 
a concrete idea of what you want to 
achieve, H Mr. Ellicott said. "The 
need to formulate plans for the future, 
and what you would like to do on Nor¬ 
folk Island, is rather immediate." 

"You must get down to those deci¬ 
sions, ” he added. 

The Island had to move fairly quick¬ 
ly toward fuller self-government he 
said, making it clear that this required 
the Assembly to become mote involved 
in matters the Commonwealth still 
controls. 



MR. ELUCOTT 

He urged the Assembly to adopt a 
positive attitude in advancing the Is¬ 
land, rather than looking over its 
shoulder at the Australian Government 
and saying "what are they up to?". 

Good financial management, and 
preserving the health of the tourist 
industry and other private enterprise 
on Norfolk, were essential if the Is¬ 
land is to cope successfully with self- 
government, Mr. Ellicott stressed. 

He cautioned the Assembly that its 
1980/81 budget ought to be balanced, 
saying that "you can't be digging into 
reserves all the time". 

Later in his remarks he said bluntly 
that if Norfolk could not sustain itself 
financially, any Australian Govern¬ 
ment would think perhaps the Nimmo 
Report - which recommended that Nor¬ 
folk should be fully integrated into 
Australia - had been rigit. 

Mr. Ellicott had not visited the Is¬ 
land since the Assembly's inauguration 
last August. His statements were the 


first general summing-up of Common¬ 
wealth Government attitudes and pol¬ 
icies toward the Island since then. 
While he spoke extemporaneously 
rather then from a prepared text - 
"This is not May the 8th, 1918, " he 
said - his remarks can be considered 


OIL EXPLORATION on Norfolk's under¬ 
water continental shelf is to be encour¬ 
aged by the Commonwealth of Austra¬ 
lia. 

A senior officer of the Department 
of National Development and Energy 
told the Legislative Assembly on May 
5th that new legislation, expected to 
be passed and proclaimed soon, is 
aimed at generating exploration inter¬ 
est by the petroleum industry in waters 
around Norfolk and other islands under 
Australia's jurisdiction. 

He is Mr. John Carlson, Assistant 
Secretary, Policy and Internet 1 oual Oil 
and Gar. Division. Mr. Carlson accom- 
paned Minister R.J. Ellicott to Norfolk, 
and btiefed the Assembly on Australia's 
plans. 

He said the Minister for National 
Development and Energy (Sen. Car- 
rick), who visited Norfolk recently, 
will probably be the "Designated Auth¬ 
ority" responsible for administering 
exploration around Norfolk. But this 
will depend on negotiations still to 
take place between the Assembly and 
the Commonwealth. Mr. Carlson said 
he "envisioned" that his Department 
would administer the area adjacent 
to Norfolk, bur when challenged by 
Chief Minister David Buffett, said this 
was only the Department’s tentative 
view and was open to discussion. 

Mr. Carlson discouraged any i dea 
that Norfolk might administer such 
exploration, saying that it would cost 
the Island at least $100, 000 a year 
to operate a qualified administering 
authority, in return for which Norfolk 
could expect exploration fees of 
$20, 000 a year at the most. 

Mr. Carlson said the Designated 
Authority - whoever it might be - 
could encourage oil exploration off 
Norfolk either by advertising that 
specific areas were available for ex¬ 
ploration, and hoping to receive com¬ 
petitive applications, or by seeking 
a consortium of oil companies that 
might share the cost of seismic and 
other studies. He said his Department 


as a combination of a Ministerial re¬ 
port card on the Assembly's first eight 
months, and a foreshadowing of like¬ 
ly Commonwealth policies toward the 
Island in the near-term future at least. 
The News has therefore transcribed 
them extensively for study by residents. 


was not certain at this point which 
method would be preferable. 

Exploration on the Norfolk Ridge 
would be expensive and difficult, 
he said. Most of the possible oil- 
bearing areas lie under 1, 000 meters 
or more of water. In comparable 
depths on the Exmouth Plateau, off 
northwestern Australia, a single ex¬ 
ploratory well has cost some $10 mil¬ 
lion. If oil were found, the techni¬ 
ques for getting it out had not yet been 
developed - but promptly would be, 
he believed, if a large find were 
made. 

If there proved to be gas deposits, 
they would be of no commercial value 
in such depths and so far from land. 

Mr. Ellicott said that he thought it 
would be better for Norfolk to negoti¬ 
ate a share of the royalties from ahy 
oil that might be discovered, and leave 
the administration to the Common¬ 
wealth, He said Australia was con¬ 
scious of the need for an equitable ar¬ 
rangement with Norfolk, but he thought 
highly difficult technical matters were 
involved, and believed the Assembly 
had more immediate and important 
local matters that it should be concen¬ 
trating on. 

He said it was sometimes better to 
negotiate when there was actually 
something to argue about. 

But he said that the Commonwealth 
would have a look at any proposal the 
Assembly might make, and said that 
the Assembly could have access to any 
pertinent information that was held by 
the Department of National Develop¬ 
ment and Energy. 

Under the arrangement negotiated 
between the Commonwealth and the 
States of Australia, offshore oil royal¬ 
ties are shared 607c to the State and 
407c to the Commonwealth. Mr. El¬ 
licott said Norfolk might end up with 
a better deal than the States got, 

(When Papua and New Guinea were,, 
still territories undet Australian .auth¬ 
ority, the arrangement was that they . 
would receive 1007c of any oil royal¬ 
ties from their adjacent waters.) 


OIL SEARCH WANTED 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



Road ATrack’ 

magazine says »Evkry so oitfs a new car arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 arc three that come to ntind It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new ear in two 
Wars: the 626. J 


FITZPATRICK’S 





Assembly Tourism Inquiry 


A FULL-SCALE inquiry into Norfolk’s I 
tourist accommodation and desirable 
future levels of tourism was initiated 
by the Legislative Assembly May 7 th 
and is expected to begin public hear¬ 
ings in June. 

The Assembly established a Select 
Committee of three members - Ed 
Howard, Duncan McIntyre and John 
Ryves - to make the inquiry, and gave 
them authority to summon witnesses 
and records if necessary. The Select 
Committee held its first meeting May 
8th, elected Mr. Howard chairman, 
and began organising plans for hear¬ 
ings, which will be held in the new 
Court Room in the Assembly building. 

The Select Committee’s terms of 
reference, approved unanimously by 
the Assembly, are - 

(a) To examine existing tourist accom¬ 
modation on Norfolk Island including 
the 

(i) amount, 

(ii) location, 

(iii) style, 

(ivj ownership, 

(v) staffing, and 

(vi) capacity for expansion; 

(b) To examine what is the most de¬ 
sirable level of tourism into Norfolk 
Island 

(c) To examine feasible means of 
promoting increased tourism or of 
preventing excessive tourism; 

(d) To examine ways in which tour¬ 
ism cm be made to yield the most 
benefit to residents of Norfolk Island; 

(e) To examine other matters which 
the committee believes relevant to 
tourist accommodation in Norfolk 
Island; and 

(0 To report on its investigations 
into these matters and to recommend 
action that might be taken by the 
Norfolk Island Government. 

It is the first Select Committee to 
be established by the Assembly. By 
giving it power to require witnesses 
to appear and to produce their pri¬ 
vate records if it proves necessary, 
the Assembly put the inquiry on a 
legal basis comparable to that of the 


1975 Royal Commission. 

Sir John Nimmo, the Commissioner, 
had little occasion to use his power of 
compelling witnesses to provide evi¬ 
dence he needed. 

Mr. Alan Veney, then manager of 
the Island branch of the Bank of New 
South Wales, declined to table infor¬ 
mation Sir John asked for, and received 
a subpoena requiring him to do so. It 
was presented by his successor, Mr. 

John Boucher. Other witnesses were 
quick to respond when Sir John remind¬ 
ed them of his statutory powers. But 
the great majority co-operated fully 
with die Commission. 


A PATROL BOAT may be stationed at 
Norfolk to keep watch on foreign fish¬ 
ing vessels operating in the Island’s 
waters. 

One of more officers from Australia’s 
Fisheries Department are expected to 
arrive here about the end of June to 
look into the situation. Minister R.J. 
Ellicott told Assembly members on 
May 5th. 

Mr. Ellicott said surveillance was 
necessary to protect Norfolk's fishing 
grounds. 

Such a boat would need to be able 
to put to sea in almost any weather, 
and would apparently be considerably 
larger than any of the Island's present 
fleet of 60 - 60 fishing boats. 

HARBOR STUDY 

Basing such a craft here would require 
improved harbor and jetty facilities, 
and perhaps a deep-water mooring. 

Mr. Ellicott said the Fisheries officers 
might not be engineers, but would look 
at the possibilities of "a deep mooring 
or a wharf where goods can be brought 
in with much less hazard than they 
are at the moment''. 

He hoped that the Fisheries visit 
would lead to recommendations for a 
feasibility study ot for cooperative 
effort by various Commonwealth De- 


The problem of establishing work¬ 
able controls over the amount of tour¬ 
ism to the Island has been a vexing 
one. Prof. G.J. Butland of the Uni¬ 
versity of New England did a detailed 
"Long Term Population Study of Nor¬ 
folk Island" in 1974, and recommend- 
ded a ceiling of 20, 000 visitors a year 
by the year 1983. Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cils "approved" a ceiling of 1, 000 
tourist beds on the Island, and the 
Tourist Board proposed a ceiling of 
1,200 tourist beds. All these supposed 
limits have been exceeded, without 
any governmental response. 


partments. 

The Fisheries Department would also 
be able to talk with the Assembly about 
the costs and operation of a Norfolk- 
based fishing industry, and about pos¬ 
sible profit-sharing arrangements with 
the Commonwealth on royalties Austra¬ 
lia collects from other nations for fish¬ 
ing in Norfolk waters. 

ROYALTIES ISSUE 
IS STILL OPEN 

Mr. Ellicott referred to die profit- 
sharing idea last year, but a spokes¬ 
man for the Department of Primary 
Industry promptly announced that roy¬ 
alties had to go into the Common¬ 
wealth's general revenues, and could 
not be ear-marked for any particular 
purpose. 

On this visit, however, Mr. Ellicott 
said there was no resistance on the part 
of the Commonwealth to discussing an 
arrangement which was based on an 
equitable sharing of "both the burden 
and the benefit of offshore areas". 

He also said that the Assembly could 
take up with Primary Industry the ques¬ 
tion of whether foreign fishing licenses 
granted for Norfolk's 200-mile zone 
could be confined to areas outside a 
"domestic" zone of 30 miles or so. 


Australia will consider 
Norfolk ocean patrol boat 
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DOUBTS RAISED ON NEED FOR F-28 


A PUBLIC MEETING to discuss the plan¬ 
ned upgrading of Norfolk's airport for 
F-28-class jets attracted a gathering 
of only some 70 people at Rawson hall 
on May 1st. 

An advertisement announcing the 
meeting had been unsigned, and some 
residents were dubious about attending 
a meeting without knowing who thought 
it was necessary. 

It appeared to have been organised 
by several residents who feel that smal¬ 
ler aircraft, using the existing airport 
runways, might serve the Island ade¬ 
quately without harming the environ¬ 
ment or opening Norfolk up to too much 
tourism. 

After about two hours of presentations, . 
discussion, and a film on the de Havil- 
land Dash-7 airliner, Ken Nobbs pro¬ 
posed a motion that the meeting "does 
not accept or support" the airport up¬ 
grading, but considered that a Norfolk 
Island Airlines proposal was the best 
alternative, using existing facilities. 

The motion was supported by 28 peo¬ 
ple, outnumbering 14 who voted "no”. 
Asked how many had abstained, 22 
raised their hands. 

Few supporters of the upgrading were 
in evidence, although Gerry Aafjes 
said that many on the Island depended 
on tourism being fostered, and if it 
were choked off, "we'll all go broke". 
Bruce Griffiths said upgrading would 
make the airport safer, and that he 
was concerned that no one had spoken 
about the safety of human life, 

PLENTY TOURISTS 

John Anderson spoke at length about 
his concern over what upgrading would 
do to Norfolk’s environment. "We 
must give more than lip service to en¬ 
vironmental matters on Norfolk Island, " 
he said. He pointed out that the main 
runway had already been extended by 
500 feet in the last several years, and 
that recommended tourist ceilings 
were already being exceeded without 
a jet upgrading. While emphasising 
the threat jets could hold for bird life 
and other environmental aspects of 
the Island, he said there were also ser¬ 
ious questions of increased garbage, 
effluent, road traffic and other by¬ 
products of greater tourism. 

Allan Tavener said now was the time, 
before it is too late, to "give the en¬ 
vironmental aspects a thorough going- 
over". He said Norfolk was endanger¬ 
ed by "people pollution", which crea¬ 
ted wear and tear on Norfolk and made 


the Island less attractive. 'We are 
already being flooded by too many 
tourists, ” he said. "If we continue 
to damage the environment we will 
have a paradise lost forever." 

John Brown, chairman of Norfolk 
Island Airlines, said N. I. A. had been 
serving the Island well, and had car¬ 
ried 407c of tourists coming from Aus¬ 
tralia. He said the airline was ready 
to do more; It had applied to carry 
excess air freight from Sydney to the 
Island, but the Department of Trans¬ 
port had not even acknowledged the 
application. It had lodged applica¬ 
tions to fly between Norfolk and Nou¬ 
mea, Wellington, Vila and Tonga - 
which had been met with "stunning 
silence". 

Mr. Brown said he thought Norfolk 
should be able to "nominate and con¬ 
trol all air carriers to the Island" and 
that N, I. A, should be the major car¬ 
rier to Norfolk from all other ports. 

He pointed out that changes in U.S. 
air regulations were leading to the 
development of new 20-35-seat air¬ 
liners, and that by the time a Norfolk 
airport upgrading could be completed 
there would be a number of different 
new planes which could serve the Is¬ 
land without any upgrading. He said 
that N.I.A. was capable of purchas¬ 
ing enough Dash-7-200s to fully cater 
for traffic between Norfolk and Sydney 


THE REFERENDUM Bill to allow electors 
to petition for a referendum on any sub¬ 
ject related to Norfolk's good govern¬ 
ment was side-tracked into a commit¬ 
tee of all Assembly members for further 
study at the May 7th meeting of the 
House. 

The bill proposes that the Assembly 
also be allowed to call a referendum 
on any subject. 

The bill's sponsor, Ed Howard, told 
the meeting he believed some mem¬ 
bers did not want to vote against it, 
but were not ready to vote for it. He 
said that if the House would agree to 
the bill in principle, so that further 
steps could be taken with it, he intend¬ 
ed to move that it be referred to a com - 
mittee for more thought. 

Chief Minister David Buffett said he 
was hesitant to follow such a course 


as well as Brisbane. 

honey McCoy submitted a paper 
which expressed worry about the ef- 
feet of jets on land and sea birds. She 
said the upgrading would mean paying 
too high a price for faster service and 
more visitors. 

Bill Lackey, speaking for the "Nor¬ 
folk Island Businessman's Association", 
said "There is just concern that the 
airport is being upgraded for a parti¬ 
cular airline, not for the needs of a 
Pacific island. 

Former quarryman Bob Thompson 
said it was an awesome thing to see 
what happens to the land when it is 
quarried, and once the rock had been 
taken, what had been lovely scenery 
would be nothing but inkweed and 
tobacco bush. 

Clive Wilson, who was visiting from 
Lord Howe Island and who chaired the 
meeting urged Norfolk Islanders not 
to "split yourselves right down the mid¬ 
dle on whether there are jets or not, 
or whether it's Norfolk Island Airlines 
or some other airline.” 

Assemblyman Gilbert Jackson sound¬ 
ed a note that seemed to be warranted 
by the meeting's small attendance. 

He said if people wanted to head off 
the upgrading, "a campaign has to be 
mounted quick and lively, and a very 
heavy one at that. " 


because he was not sure what binding 
effect it might have if the Assembly 
agreed in principle to die bill. He 
proposed adjourning debate instead, 
but his motion failed 5-3, with one 
abstention. 

The bill was then agreed to in prin¬ 
ciple, with Messrs. Blucher, Howard, 
MacKenzie, McIntyre, Nunn and Ryves 
in favour. Mr. Buffett and Mr. Jack- 
son voted against, and Mr. Williams 
abstained. 

The move to take the bill off the 
table and send it to committee was 
unanimously passed. There is no time 
limit on how long it can remain in 
the committee, but it could lie dor¬ 
mant until a clear majority of members 
wants to bring it out and pass it or 
bring it out and kill it, or finds some 
compromise by way of amendment. 


Refendum Bill put back 
for committee to study 
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Assembly splits 6*3 a new way 
as 'five votes' idea is rejected 


A RETURN to Norfolk's voting system j 
as it was until last August was unani¬ 
mously supported by the Legislative I 
Assembly on May 7 th. 

Debate on the Legislative Assembly ' 
Bill had been adjourned in April dur- j 
ing discussion of an amendment which I 
would have allowed the electors to i 
vote for as few as five candidates in 
future election. 

The amendment was solidly argued 
against by Duncan McIntyre, Bryan 
Nunn and Bruce MacKenzie. Mr. 
McIntyre said that making any change 
to the old voting method was outside 
the brief handed to the Assembly by 
the electors at the referendum last 
December. He said the Assembly had 
a clear obligation to put the law back 
as it was, and not to imagine improve¬ 
ments that might be made in it. 

Bruce MacKenzie simply read out the 
1979 Gazette notice reciting the ref¬ 
erendum question, and said that in 
the light of the question, it would be 
incorrect for the Assembly to seek any 


A SPEED-UP in the handling of Build¬ 
ing Ordinance approvals will occur as 
soon as Australia's Governor-General 
has assented to the Ordinances Revi¬ 
sion Bill passed by the Assembly 
May 7th. 

The bill is aimed at bringing a wide 
range of municipal matters under the 
Assembly's direct control - by replac¬ 
ing the word "Administrator" in many 
of the Island's existing Ordinances 
with the words "executive member", 
and replacing the word "Minister" with 
"Administrator". 

These or related changes will be 
made in the ordinances governing 
the absentee landowners levy, apiar¬ 
ies, bean seeds and plants, birds, 
boarding-houses, brands and marks, 
building, business named, companies, 
coroners, deserted wives and child¬ 
ren, dog registration, evidence, 
fences, gun licenses, land subdivi¬ 
sion, lighterage, liquor, motor ve¬ 
hicles, public hall, noxious weeds, 
plant and fruit diseases, posts and 
telegraph, pounds, public works, reg¬ 
istration of births, deaths and mar¬ 
riages^ registration of bulls, sale of 
food, Sellheim grave, slaughtering, 
spear guns, stock diseases, timber 
licenses, traffic and visitors fees. 

The Norfolk Island Act gave the 


amendments to the traditional voting 
system. 

Kevin Williams, who had proposed 
the amendment, said he had not ex¬ 
pected it to cause such an upheaval. 

He denied that it was a form of "pro¬ 
portional representation through the 
back door”, but made it clear that 
the purpose of the five-votes idea was 
to allow minorities more of a say. 

He said that Pitcairn descendants 
were now a minority on the Assembly, 
although they had made up at least 
half of previous Councils, and that his 
amendment revolved around protect¬ 
ing the rights of Islanders. 

Only Mr. Williams and Gilbert Jack- 
son spoke in favour of the amendment. 
It was defeated 6-3, with Williams, 
Jackson and Chief Minister David 
Buffett on the losing side. 

But once the amendment had been 
laid aside, all nine members bowed 
to the December referendum result and 
passed the basic bill restoring first- 
past-the-post voting.. 


Assembly executive authority in these 
and other matters, but until now the 
laws have still said that the Adminis¬ 
trator is to issue Building Ordinance 
approvals - for example. Adminis¬ 
trator W.P. Coleman has been issu¬ 
ing the approvals, but has done so on 
the advice of the Executive Council - 
the Chief Minister and Deputy Chief 
Minister. This has meant large num¬ 
bers of pieces of paper criss-crossing 
for signatures, advice, and approvals. 

Once the new bill becomes law, 
which should be by early June, a 
building application will be Gazetted, 
go to the.Building Board, and then go 
to Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blucher 
for approval or rejection. Applica¬ 
tions which raise no particular pro¬ 
blems or questions should be able to 
be processed in two or three weeks, 
allowing for the ten-day Gazette per¬ 
iod for objections, and waiting for 
the next twice-monthly Building 
Board meeting. 


JUNE 4 TO BE 
BUDGET DAY 

NORFOLK’S BUDGET for the financial 
year starting July 1st will be proposed 


at the Legislative Assembly meeting 
on June 4th. 

A special Assembly meeting will be 
held two weeks later on the 18 th to 
pass the bill. It will then need to re¬ 
ceive Australia's assent before becom¬ 
ing law. Last year assent was given 
by Administrator W.P. Coleman, 
without the bill's having to go to Can¬ 
berra for the Governor-General's assent. 

Under the terms of the Norfolk Island 
Act, the Assembly cannot debate a pro¬ 
posal to spend public funds unless the 
proposal has formally been recommen d- 
ed by a message from the Administrator. 
Once debate has begun amendments 
can be moved which would reduce the 
amount of money proposed for any 
particular item of spending, but any 
increases • including shifting funds 
from one item to another - have to be 
recommended by the Administrator 
before they can lawfully be considered. 

After the budget speech on June 4th, 
copies of the bill will be available, 
showing how much is proposed for each 
of some 60 items of planned spending. 

Planned revenues - including any 
proposed new or increased taxes - 
will be described in the budget speech, 
but will not be part of the bill itself. 

Residents or organisations will be 
able to comment to Assembly mem - 
bers on the budget plans as soon as 
they have been disclosed. Any amend¬ 
ments to the plans as announced on 
the 4th will need to be worked. out 
by about the 10th, however, to allow 
time for proper legislative drafting 
and clerical work to be completed in 
time for the 18th. 


Experts hear 
Malcolm Bains 

NORFOLK'S CHIEF Administrative Of¬ 
ficer, Malcolm Bains, was a principal 
guest speaker at the biennial Confer¬ 
ence on Local Government held in 
Canberra May 12-15. 

He addressed some 600 town and 
shire clerks who attended the confer¬ 
ence, held by the Institute of Munici¬ 
pal Affairs of Australia. 

Mr. Bains was given leave from his 
duties as Norfolk's Island manager to 
make the address. 

During his absence Projects Officer 
Gil Hitch was appointed Acting Chief 
Administrative Officer. 

Administrator W.P. Coleman also 
travelled to Canberra for a brief visit 
starting May 15th. He and Mr. Bains 
interviewed candidates for the Island's 
Legal Adviser position, which will 
become vacant June 20th when Bill 
Hall returns to Adelaide. 


Faster building permits 
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Verbatim from the Ellicott tapes 


hON. R.J. ELLICOTT. Australia's Min¬ 
ister for Home Affairs and the main 
architect of Norfolk's new form of gov¬ 
ernment, spoke with members of the 
Legislative Assembly on the morning 
of May 5th. The meeting was broad¬ 
cast live. 

Here are extensive excerpts from 
his statements and from his discussion 
with the Assembly members. 


"The process since August last, as 
observed by me, toward self-govern¬ 
ment, has been in my view successful. 

"Needless to say, whenever a new 
venture starts there will be problems 
along the way - only because we can 
dp what we like to establish institu¬ 
tions, but in the long run it’s human 
beings who have to make them work. 

"Norfolk Island has an Act which 
in some ways is novel - in some ways 
was intended to deal with the progres¬ 
sive situations towards self-govern¬ 
ment, as the recitals in that Act pro¬ 
vide'; in other ways familiar, because 
it takes up some of the aspects of the 
system which we all know as the 
Westminster system; but in many re¬ 
spects, designed to try and pick up the 
situation on Norfolk Island. 

"We had the choice of setting up a 
local-government-type Council, or 
alternatively of doing what we did. 

It was my view that what we did was 
the right thing; that, had it been a 


CHINA DISCLOSED on May 8th that it 
regards the South Pacific as a wasteland 
area suitable for weapons testing. 

China's Vice-Premier, Mr. Li Xian- 
nlan, told Australia's Prime Minister 
that it would test-fire an intercontin¬ 
ental ballistic missile - to an area about 
1900 km north of Norfolk. 

China warned ships and aircraft to 
stay out of the area until the test is 
over. 

According to British experts the mis¬ 
sile will not carry high explosives for 
the test. 

The target area is surrounded by 
Solomon Islands, Nauru, Kiribati, 
Tuvalu, and the New Hebrides, But 
apart from Australia and New Zealand, 
none of the South Pacific countries 
were consulted about China's plans. 

Sir Julius Chan, Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea - which is approx¬ 
imately the same distance from the 
target area as Norfolk is - was troubled 


local-government-type Council that 
we set up, with limited powers, that 
would have been frustrating for the 
people on the Island and would not 
have helped to develop the capacities 
- the political and other capacities 
that are needed for self-government. 

I say that not in a paternalistic way, 
but simply say it as a matter of fact, 
that we have to move: not all that 
gradually, really - fairly quickly, 
in the time-scale of five years, fair¬ 
ly quickly - towards a program of 
fuller self-government... 

"I think the Assembly has settled 
down to its task, as far as I can see. 
The community at large will always, 
particularly in a small community 
like Norfolk Island, it will always be 
much closer to the political figures 
than is so on the mainland. Because 
there is that proximity, needless to 
say the community will react more 
quickly (and sometimes perhaps more 
positively) toward things done or not 
done, attitudes expressed or not ex¬ 
pressed. Therefore the atmosphere 
tends to become, I suppose that little 
more volatile, than it is even in the 
national capital of Canberra. 

“I look back over these eight months 
as being progressive - as moving in 
the right direction. 

"I think it’s fair to say that during 
that period the Administrator - who 
is obviously a new Administrator to 


that Mr. Li had not mentioned the 
test shot to him in discussions held the 
week before. 

Official reactions in Australia and New 
Zealand gave no hint that either nation 
was concerned about the South Pacific 
islands next door to the target area. 

Mr. Fraser was quoted by the Radio 
Australia as saying that China could 
not be criticised for the test. 

Mr. Muldoon said from Wellington 
that New Zealand understood the cir¬ 
cumstances in which China felt it 
necessary to increase its longrrange 
missile technology. 

"The Australian" editorialised that 
the restrained response by Australian 
political leaders was an "interesting 
sign of Australia's international soph¬ 
istication". 

Sir Phillip Baxter, former chairman 
of Australia's Atomic Energy Commis¬ 
sion, said “There is plenty of open 
space in the Pacific Ocean." 


the Island - has had to adjust the 
office to a new situation. That's 
been very important. It's not an easy 
thing for the office to adjust overnight; 
but I sense that it's adjusting reason¬ 
ably well. It's very important, of 
course, for those involved in the run¬ 
ning of Norfolk Island to understand 
that because the Commonwealth has 
significant retained powers, the Ad¬ 
ministrator remains a political force, 
and therefore needs to be taken into 
account in any political actions, or 
any decisions that are made. In 
fact if he's not involved, those deci¬ 
sions don't have any validity. But 
at the same time, even in what I 
called the reserved area - that is the 
area over which the Commonwealth 
reserves power - my Department, 
and the Administrator, and other 
Departments of State, have done 
their best to involve the Norfolk Is¬ 
land administration. That's been 
out of a desire to make you feel 
that those are matters that, obvious¬ 
ly, you're very concerned in, but 
also marten with which you need 
to become familiar, and which ul¬ 
timately may become matters over 
which you have controL 

"The fact that officers from vari¬ 
ous Departments have been here - 
Foreign Affairs, Primary Industry, 
National Development and Energy, 
and Finance - that is very signifi¬ 
cant. It indicates a desire on the 
part of ihe Government to give you 
whatever assistance and expertise is 
necessary, and to involve you in 
the important matters that relate to 
the future of Norfolk Island. We'll 
be discussing, later, no doubt, the 
offshore areas, and one of the pur¬ 
poses of my visit is, quite frankly, 
to have a discussion on that, and 
other matters. 

"One important thing, I think, is 
to appreciate the basis of the future 
of the Island in economic terms. 
Governments can go so far, but in 
the long run the future of Norfolk 
Island's economy, as we know, de¬ 
pends to a very large degree on the 
private sector and particularly on 
the tourist industry. This is some¬ 
thing which should not be over¬ 
looked. I am not suggesting you 
are overlooking it, but I do believe 
you need to be very aware of the 
significance of the private sector, 
the health of the private sector - 
and the need for the expansion of , 
tourism in a healthy way. 1 don't 
mean you should encourage the Is- 


Nobody here but us boongs 
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land to be over-tun by hundreds of 
thousands of people; 'but I think 
there's a need to have constantly 
before you the fact that the welfare 
of everybody on the Island, and its 
capacity to successfully cope with 
self-government in the future, de¬ 
pends on your having, broadly 
speaking, a healthy private sector. 

"1 say that because in this period 
when you are moving, in your first 
term of office as it were, there may 
be a tendency to look over your 
shoulder at the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and say 'what are they up to?', 
and not bear down on the real issues 
that are confronting you. It's terribly 
important, terribly important, that 
you adopt a positive attitude towards 
the things that you have to advance 
so far as Norfolk Island is concerned. 

"1 hope you understand that by this 
time the Australian Government is 
behind you in your endeavour. There 
are issues like offshore areas and the 
like which we'll discuss later. They 
are important in themselves, but they 
are more of long-term importance 
than of immediate importance. What 
is of immediate importance is the 
concentration on the development of 
the Island; the formulation of plans 
for its development which take into 
account its environmental wealth, 
whilst at the same time enabling peo¬ 
ple to build their commercial and 
other undertakings. 

"Probably in one sense one of the 
most successful private enterprise de¬ 
velopments on the Island is run by the 
Government, and that's the philatelly 
department. Its overhead is very 
small compared with what it brings 
in. It's only an example of what 
can be done to turn to account a parti¬ 
cular area. Norfolk Island is doing 
that quite well. I simply make the 
point that in these times I believe it's 
of great importance to you. This is 
only by way of advice. It's obvious¬ 
ly not a matter of direction. But it's 
of great importance to you to look at 
the matters immediately in front of 
you, and to involve the community 
in a positive development of plans for 
the future of the Island. 

"Those are just as much economic 
matters as political matters. 1 quite 
frankly believe the political aspects 
are provided for, and with the assis¬ 
tance of the Federal Government, they 
will fall into place. What you need to 
do is to ensure that there is a success¬ 
ful budgetting period. 1 would say to 
you that I would hope that you will 
have a balanced budget in die next 
year. You can't be digging into re 
serves all the time. You must have 
an eye to unnecessary expenditure. 


On the other hand the community must 
be prepared to share the fact that ‘ 
there is a degree of inflation, even 
here; and that therefore there's a 
need to probably raise additional rev¬ 
enue. 

. "But in the long run the economy of 
this place will only be successful if 
the public sector runs a balanced bud¬ 
get, and if whatever encouragement 
can be given by way of sensible, not- 
too-detailed planning can be given to 
the private sector... 

(Mr. Ellicotr then said he hoped 
that the Gates Report on the Island’s 
economy would be available by the 
end of May.) 

“The only other thing I'd like to say 
in relation to planning is the need to 
get a long-term approach - that is to 
say, not to just look at 1980/81, but 
to look ahead to future years. You 
can't plan ahead unless you have a 
concrete idea of what you want to 
achieve; and therefore the need to 
formulate plans for the future, and 
what you would like to do on Norfolk 
Island, is rather immediate. 

"You must get down to those deci¬ 
sions. To the extent to which you are 
not doing so (and I'm not suggesting 
you're not) then I encourage you to 
do so. 

"I express again the good wishes 
and the good will of the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment in your endeavours. “ 

200-MILE ZONE: 
NORFOLK’S, OR 
AUSTRALIA’S? 

Mr. Buffett: "Mr. Ellicott, you 
will know that Norfolk Island has some 
considerable dependence upon its 
fishing in its immediate waters. 

"You will know that Norfolk Island 
feels that it should be involved, very 
closely, in the benefits that might 
be gained from the total 200-mile 
zone that surrounds Norfolk Island. 

"There is an awareness at this time 
that the total 200-mile zone is an 
area for which Australia has responsi¬ 
bility. However I would like to men¬ 
tion,, on behalf of my colleagues, 
that the 200-mile zone for which 
Australia has responsibility that sur¬ 
rounds Norfolk Island is of course 
there because Norfolk Island exists. 

"We do have an opinion that there 
is some moral right that Norfolk Is¬ 
land might put forward to have some 
input and to gain some benefit from 
whatever is to be gained from those 
waters that surround Norfolk Island 
to its 200-mile extent. , 

“I would like to raise the thought | 


that there are certainly improvements 
that Norfolk Island needs to make in 
its fishing areas for its own well¬ 
being directly as it participates - 
that is, its own fishing industry that 
exists here. I feel there is some meld¬ 
ing of the benefits that might be gain¬ 
ed from the total 200-mile zone that 
might be melded with Norfolk Island’s 
needs, and its wants, as it directly 
participates in the fishing industry at 
this time. 

"I would like to ask you if you 
would be happy to give us some indi¬ 
cator from the Australian Govern¬ 
ment's point of view, as to the extent 
it would see appropriate for Norfolk 
Island to participate in some of the 
areas that I've endeavoured to mention." 

Mr. Ellicott: "1 think it's important 
to get things in perspective in relation 
to this. 

"First of all, to understand that the 
fishing zone is a matter of internation¬ 
al law - that is, the 200-mile zone - 
and that the Commonwealth has obli¬ 
gations internationally in relation to 
it; and its capacity to declare it and 
have it observed by other countries is 
because of the international law that 
recognises it, and to which other re¬ 
sponsible governments are a party. 

"That's basic to the whole proposi¬ 
tion, and therefore the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment has to retain an interest and 
presence in relation to the 200-mile 
zone. 

“But, having said that, you have to 
pass on to another question, and that 
is, 'what does the 200-mile zone mean 
in terms of Norfolk Island? What ad¬ 
vantages or otherwise are there in it?' 

"It's probably true to say that there 
hasn't been a great deal of research 
into die fisheries surrounding Norfolk 
Island. No doubt there are practices 
on the part of local fishermen - I think 
there are some 27 boats that operate 
from time to time out of Norfolk Is¬ 
land, but basically for the purpose of • 
local consumption; and there are fish¬ 
ing grounds, no doubt, reasonably 
close to the Island which are of value 
for those purposes. (Editor's note: 

Mr. Ellicott later said he had picked 
up the wrong figure - the Norfolk 
fishing fleet being all less than 27 
feet in length - and that the number 
of local boats was actually between 
50 and 60.) 

"I simply say to you that there’s no 
question of the Federal Government 
not wanting to do what it can to pro¬ 
tect that particular situation - that 
is to say, the capacity of the water 
around the Island to be used for the 
purposes of local consumption. 

"If it were thought - and this I be¬ 
lieve, on the basis of present inform a- 
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tion, is a big *if* - if it were thought 
that the fisheries around Norfolk Is¬ 
land were such that they could sustain 
a large fishing industry which had 
capacity to provide a return to the 
economy of Norfolk Island, then need¬ 
less to say the Government would be 
very interested to have a look at that, 
and to develop it with you. But pre- 
ent information doesn’t bear that 
optimism. It rather suggests that 
although there are various types of 
fishing around the Island, for instance 
like tuna fishing and the like, of 
which advantage may be taken from 
time to time, the seas within the 
200-mile zone are not so prolific 
that they could give rise to a fishing 
industry. 

“However that’s a statement I make 
based on existing information. If it 
turned out to be different after research, 
well then, needless to say the question 
of developing a viable local industry 
could be looked at. 

"If that is not a viable proposition - 
that is, a fishing industry which oper¬ 
ates around the Island, apart from local 
consumption, then die seas around the 
Island are of advantage only in the 
sense that boats from other countries 
might be given a permit to fish in die 
waters from time to time. 

“The question of what advantage 
Norfolk Island should have out of those 
particular licences is, I may say, a 
matter that we can look at. 

"In other words, there's no resistance 
on the part bf the Federal Government 
to talking to you about some sharing 
in whatever profits there may be in 
that particular area. 

"But may I simply say to you, I think 
the facts may reveal that (you'd have 
to have a fisheries officer here to talk 
to you about it) the facts may reveal 
that the license fees that are obtained 
from this are much less than the cost of 
administration; and therefore that 
there are presently no profits. 

"Another problem that arises is the 
question of surveillance. Before I go 
onto that, another issue is the question 
of, these days, determining what parti¬ 
cular fish are caught in what particular 
waters. In other words, it's very dif¬ 
ficult, as you can imagine, if a large 
fishing vessel is operating on the high 
seas, and it's moving within and out¬ 
side a 200-mile zone, it's very diffi¬ 
cult without a very precise method of 
surveillance to determine what fish 
are caught inside and what fish are 
caught'outside. 

"Needless to say, there is no system 
of surveillance of any sophistication 
which operates in relation to Norfolk 
Island. To have such a system would, 

I imagine, be somewhat expensive; 
and in the long run, having regard to 


i the other factors I mention, may not 
be an economic proposition. 

"On the question of surveillance, I 
understand that an officer of the Fish¬ 
eries Department will be coming here 
in the middle of the year. The pur¬ 
pose of his visit will be to discuss two 
of the matters that I have been talking 
about. One is surveillance, and the 
other is fisheries data-gathering sys¬ 
tems - so that we can assess what 
fishing there is off the Island of value. 

”1 hope you will take my remarks 
in a positive sense. What I'm really 
saying is, yes, there is a need to re¬ 
tain an Australian presence - that will 
remain - but on the other hand there 
is a willingness on the part of the Gov¬ 
ernment to look at an equitable system 
which would involve Norfolk Island in 
sharing both the burden and the bene¬ 
fit of the offshore areas. But I just 
want to say to you, don't regard it as 
a bonanza. The present information 
would indicate that you're not looking 
at great wealth. You're looking at a 
sea which has to be sustained for local 
fishing and therefore surveillance is 
needed to protect that. But on the other 
hand, don't imagine at the moment that 
there is evidence of great wealth that 
will sustain a large fishing industry for 
the benefit of Norfolk Island. If it 
proves otherwise, then the Government 
would look at that, and look at it pos¬ 
itively with you. 

"On the question of ships appearing, 

I understand some summonses have 
been taken out. There is set in train 
a process of objection, protest to other 
governments in relation to the ship that 
was involved recently, and I hope that 
whatever the difficulties may be - be¬ 
cause the Island doesn't have a natural 
harbour - that it may be possible to 
adopt at least some surveillance system 
in the near future, which would involve 
a larger craft that could take to the 
sea and to some degree police what's 
going on. 

"There was no way to deal with the 
recent situation, because there the ship 
was, out at sea. and there's not much 
you could do about it. It disappeared 
overnight, 1 understand. 

"But we have a similar problem in 
other island areas. It's an expensive 
operation, maintaining a surveillance 
system, but at the same time, I'll be 
making approaches to the relevant Gov- 
mment Departments to see whether we 
can get adequate surveillance here. 

And as I say, an officer from the Fish¬ 
eries Department will be here in the 
middle of die year. 

'T've tried to cover the whole field 
in what I've, said, with some apprehen¬ 
sion - apprehension in the meaning of 
'understanding' - in advance of the 
sort of issues which you were concerned 
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Mr. Ryves: "I'd like to be a little 
more specific about the problems facing 
this Island, and endeavour to seek an 
understanding wiito you as to how we 
perhaps wish to share in the 200-mile 
zone. 

"I think we’re fairly realistic about 
the matter of cash. But I do believe 
there is a case for, where Australia, 
with her foreign relationships with 
other countries and matters of primary 
production and things, must make 
certain deals relating to fisheries. 

"The most inhibiting factor to this 
Island at the moment relates to freight, 
relates to safety and relates to fishing, 
and for the facilities for the fishing 
to get to the product. I'm speaking of 
wharves. You touched lightly on them. 

"On the matter of safety: where air¬ 
craft may be forced to ditch somewhere 
off the coast, under certain weather 
conditions, because of our existing 
wharf facilities, there would be no 
way we could render them any assis¬ 
tance. So there's a case there for 
some all-weather wharf. 

"For our fishing boats to exploit the 
fishing industry, again, we need facil¬ 
ities, and protection of a wharf area 
where these boats can get to sea. 

"Freight of course, which is the all- 
important factor, sometimes delayed 
by inclement weather, but, again, I 
think of a reasonable proposal of a 
breakwater, particularly in the Cas¬ 
cade area. 

"My feelings about where Australia, 
with her dominance of the 200-mile 
zone, and protecting it on behalf of 
Norfolk Island, may look towards Nor¬ 
folk Island kindly, is to perhaps look 
at this particular facet, that is the 
wharf area, and I believe there are 
reports out - I think a lot of local 
knowledge could be of great assistance 
to anybody who is visualising going 
ahead with a project of this nature, 
and I would ask you, sir, to direct 
your attention to this particular point." 

Mr. Ellicott* "Mr. Ryves, I wpuld 
imagine, and I hope - 1 haven't spo¬ 
ken to the particular officer, but I 
would Imagine when he comes out 
and discusses surveillance, he will be 
looking at it in all respects; that is to 
say, the capacity that's needed for 
some system of surveillance in terms 
of a craft; secondly, die capacity to 
deal witli the craft, that is, when it’s 
not wanted for passage into the sea 
but when it's-being moored - and that 
will, needless to say, involve some 
question of it being moored in a safe 
place. I think it really raises the 
issue independently of the question I 
know you're concerned about, and 


that is a facility to have access to a 

safer harbour - therefore, a deep 
mooring or a wharf where goods can 
be brought in with much less hazard 
than they are at the moment. I 
understand that. 

"But you can rest assured that that 
will be looked at at the same time." 

Mr.^lucher; "...We have facili¬ 
ties which we extend now, even at 
this time, to a fishing vessel which 
comes from the south coast of New 
South Wales, They also have a spot¬ 
ting aircraft which flies' in and out of 
here, spotting for fish. To me, that 
points to the fact that there must be 
fish here. 

"That being so, there is benefit as 
you say, I would think, to come from 
fish being in this area. I don't think 

they would be in this area wasting a 
lot of money in spotting fish and going 
backwards and forwards each day into 
this port for protection if there wasn't 
some viable fishing grounds within the 
immediate area of Norfolk Island. 

"The local fishing industry needs to 
get well beyond the three-mile limit, 
in fact well beyond the 12-mile limit, 
to be able to catch a reasonable supply 
of fish, even for the Island's require¬ 
ments. That also places gfeat empha¬ 
sis on the need for a larger area of pro¬ 
tection for the local fishing industry. 

"So all these things I'm trying to 
point, are an area of trade-off. Not 
so much 'you give us cash because 
people are using these waters' - but 
there are areas we can look at, as a 
compromise, I suppose, to reach a 
situation where not only would the bene¬ 
fits of, say, a breakwater or an extend¬ 
ed jetty and those sorts of things would 
be of benefit to this Island, but is 
would also benefit everybody else... ” 

In reply to a question from Gilbert 
Jackson about the Island's need for 
technical advice in fishing, Mr. 

Ellicott said: "When the officers 
from the Department of Primary Indus 
try come over, you should raise these 
issues with them. I'm sure you’ll 
find them willing to give whatever 
advice and assistance, and to adopt 
whatever programs are feasible in 
order to assist. That's their function - 
that's why they're coming. 

"On 1 the question of a domestic zone, 
again, if there is a zone around the 
Island which could be fished locally, 
aDd protected, why, no doubt, the 
question could be taken up with the 
Department of Primary Industry to 
see whether they could confine any 
licences that are granted to areas 
beyond that particular zone - whether 
it's 12 miles of 30 miles. 

"That’s the sort of thing that obvious 
ly can be discussed, and hopefully ' 


some arrangement come to, because 
that wouid help to protect the local 
fisheries. 

"On the other hand, I think when you 
talk about technology, it's essential 
to understand that the fishing of the 
high seas has beciiimfc so iophisticated 
now that the cost of sustaining an op¬ 
eration is so high, that it may well be 
beyond the means of Norfolk Island - 
and probably beyond the means (in 
one sense - that is, its willingness to 
be involved) of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. In other words, the facts of life 
commercially may be that you have to 
enter into arrangements with private 
bodies for the fishing of these waters - 
and not hope to be able to do them 
yourself, because of the cost involved, 
and the need for sophisticated technol¬ 
ogy- 

"But that's just a comment which I 
sense you may find to be justified by 
what die Fisheries officers tell you. 

But if you discuss that matter with 
them, as to the feasibility of the cost 
of mounting an operation yourselves, 

I think you’ll probably find what I've 
said confirmed - and therefore, what¬ 
ever is happening in New Zealand, 
the fact is that if you were to have 
arrangements for offshore Norfolk 
Island first of all you would have to 
substantiate that there was a substan¬ 
tial fishing resource there, and second¬ 
ly, you had some system whereby you 
could measure what was taken, and 
that some private operation was pre¬ 
pared to be involved in that particu¬ 
lar matter. 

"Those are facts that I can't go into, 
because I don’t know the facts. All 
I'm saying to you is there's a willing¬ 
ness on the part of the Government to 
have a look at it, and work with you 
on it." 

Gilbert Jackson asked about Common¬ 
wealth help in improving Norfolk’s 
harbour and wharf facilities. Mr. 
Ellicott said: "When these people 
come, which I understand will be the * 
end of June, all these issues wil: be 
convassed. They may not be engineers 
themselves, but out of that meeting, 

I would hope there'd be recommenda¬ 
tions for a feasibility study or what¬ 
ever may be necessary from various 
parts of Commonwealth Departments, 
so that the matter can be looked at, 
and recommendations made to the 
Government and the administration 
here." 
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HETTAE! 

"here it is!” 

HEALTH FOOD SHOP 
in Burnt Pine 

* FRESHLY MADE SALADS 

* REFRESHING FRUif DRINKS 

--a perfect lunch 
■Jf FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
--from Norfolk gardens 
*GREEN & FLOWERING PLANTS 
--a thoughtful gift 



ISLAND 


*AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT’S GOOD: 


ALL SO GOOD -- AND "HETTAE:" 


HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Eh/a’s 

Valley View Restaur an 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 
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* a full range at 

[L^\caBV &©@. 

CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 


ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS RHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 













PA TON PLACE 
may be out of town but for- the 
discriminatingbuyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

V CLOISONNE WARE - hand enAm - 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rup, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by den Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

J Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5# a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. • 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITA L VISIT ING HOURS; 11 -12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs. open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY : Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
• several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk sumps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.46-5pro. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE'. 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-S. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7, 30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7. 30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
i’ine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST-WEST/A» N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK kre sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s Leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 


BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Bert Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, bur The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

a 

Norfolk Souvenirs: "If people can find 
our shop - it's hidden behind odiets - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's ; "The gift of a llfedme - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Ptouds; "This famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price ' 


sale at good shops in Burnt Pine," 


Cameralines; "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souveni»; 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Hay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


BC » A B C * ABC-ABC+aBC+A BC+ A BC +A BC +A BC + A BC- A BCt A B 

A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 



Copies of "The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF,THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SEIF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND. " 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50®. 


I TODAY’S 
PAPERS! 

I EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY. x 
GIFT STATIONERY ' 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNT!NG SYST EMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 





1 

A MULTI-MODE EXPOSURE SLR: 
Automatic Shutter Speed Priority 
with Shutter Speed Compen¬ 
sation and Aperture Priority, plus 
a full/metered Manual. 

2 

EMINENTLY AFFORDABLE: 

A most reasonably-priced-camera 
in the multi-mode SLR camera 
class. And with a 45mm 112 
Minolta lens to make the XD-5 
package even more economical! 


3 

A COMPLETE SLR SYSTEM OF 
LENSES AND ACCESSORIES: 
The XD-5 allows customers to 
expand their creative photography 
with a wide assortment of lenses 
from a 7.5mm Fisheye to a 
1600mm Super Telephoto, plus a 
complete system of close-up 
accessories, meters, and other 
equipment specifically designed 
for the XD-5. 





AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


SUN 



Norfolk Island 


MON 


26 


■Church services 
■Historic photos (Lions 2 -4pm) 


■Film (MRT8.G0) 
■BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


Ihousie (LC) 
IFilm (Nik) 


■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


II June 


■Church services 


■ housie (LC) 


■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 


■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


8 


■Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 

(Pitcairners landed-1856) 


IHousie (LC) 
IFilm (Nik) 
ISm’b'd (SP) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 
HOLIDAY 


for Anniversary Day 


16 


■Housie (LC) 


■ Church services 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) ■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) ■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

20 May 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


27 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open nighi (Nik) 
■A- i (MRT8. C J) 
C'dants Din (G) 


io 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 


17 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'danCs Din (G) 


WED 

21 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


28 


■Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


■ Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 


11 


■ Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


18 


■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Assembly (A 2 pm) 


a great name in photography 



CALENDAR 


THUR 

22 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

23 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


30 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


SAT 

24 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


3,1 


>DA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time the wihd 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. .. 

N 



5 

6 

7 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ RSL Social night 

■ SDA service 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 



12 

13 

14 

■Housie (LC) 

■ RSL Social night 

■SDA service 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Housie (RSL) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 



19 

20 

21 

■Housie (LC) 

■ RSL Social night 

■SDA service 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

•Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 

■Open night (Nik) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS PAMCDAI IMTO 
ON NORFOLK ARE Lr AM tnALINcS 


LOCATIONS 

A -N.'I. Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy ^Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA-QEVAERT 





The OM-IO marks a major breakthrough 


it's from 


you can 
dependonit. 



SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders* - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease lapd, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits” to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among . 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available In reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
impost and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia’s system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonweal* weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost Of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings sre 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill' ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remackable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often It did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
Its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 



building is gone. Tbe Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia''. 

The distinction,, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. Tbe 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March. 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of tbe 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

BeTwe^rms and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate”, and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electofs to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk’s Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U. N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island’s new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk’s laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and’s reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept- 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill’s most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power tp tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's controlj Australia’s ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the nead of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (tome 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 



THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 





DINING ROOM 
A LA CARTE MENU 

mce 

<* SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
" DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


WfA/£ 

YOUR FA VOURITE COCKTAILS 
c ' FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

me 


OPEN E V t ?. Y NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and covers these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Nine 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 


AT NORFOLK SHOPS ONLY *4 




© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few : of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSP1TAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 0. T.C.— International phone calls, telegrams 
® HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


’EELS POINT 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS ^IF- SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRAMNC M1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and'heat-n-serve' items 
...soft drinks.. .biscufts, crackers and savouries...ice cream., .imported cheeses...lollipops.. .magazines...batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery...greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items...novelties...mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners...candles...first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 


SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 




ELL1C0TT TAPES - Contd. from p.14 

The economy 

Mr. Ellicott: - 

"The Island does depend to a very 
large degree on the tourist industry for 
the health of its economy. In that 
sense, everybody who lives here, to 
some degree, if they don't have inde¬ 
pendent means, that is, depend on the 
health of that particular sector. 

"It's my concern - concern in the 
sense of a general attitude - that the 
development of the private sector here 
should be a matter of close consideratior 
by the Legislative Assembly Members. 

I would imagine that it is. 

"The economy of Norfolk Island is a 
fragile thing. I've no need to tell you 
that at the moment the world is in a 
pretty troubled state. I don't know 
whether you get the vibrations out 
here, but the vibrations on die main¬ 
land about how the world is going at 
the moment are not all that bright. 

"Inevitably, if anything did blow up 
in this world of ours, it will have re¬ 
percussions in as remote a place as Nor¬ 
folk Island. That's because its economy 
is fragile, and to a large degree does 
depend on people coming here. 

"I therefore simply say that the plan¬ 
ning and development of that sector 
is a matter of considerable importance, 
and one that in an immediate sense - 
I'll say this, and it will be a conten¬ 
tious statement - is more important than 
the development of offshore areas. It's 
of much more immediate concern, and 
it's probably of much more immediate 
political and economic concern. 

"If the other statement is contentious - 
I really don't mean it to be, it probably 
is - it only reflects the attitude that, 
as far as I'm concerned, representing 
the Government, we have an attitude of 
good will in relation to the offshore areas 
but we don’t see it as the El Dorado for 
Norfolk Island. 

"What in a practical, pragmatic sense 
we see is that the Island's development 
depends on what's happening on-shore. 
Those are matters that Members of 
the Legislative Assembly no doubt will 
have for immediate concern ." 

Airport 


"I was glad that there was a proposal 
that was modified that enabled the 
F 28 to be encompassed. Not that I 
have any brief for the F28, but it rep¬ 
resented a less drastic effect on the 
environment and also would help to 
adjust more readily, I think, to what 
is probably the tourist potential that 
is desirable from the point of view of 
the Island... 

"I think one of the most important 
things to be done here is to plan, if 
there is to be a jet airport, is to plan 
a development of the tburist industry. 
We've spoken about development of 
the Kingston area, both in terms of 
tourists and in terms of a hotel of 
significant character - not so much 
significant in size, but significant in 
other respects. 

"Those sorts of issues are very im¬ 
portant, and you need to - no doubt 
you are - but, if you don't mind my 
saying so, I regard that sort of issue 
as very important, because just as I 
as the Minister for the national capi¬ 
tal have to give some parameters to 
the development of business in the 
national capital, so you, through your 
determinations and plans for the future, 
lay down parameters for the business 
community within which it can develop. 

"You need to have a concept of the 
nature of the tourist industry you want 



Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whofe peppercorns or 
V 2 teaspoon pepper 
Va cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients-in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours, HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIES 
CROCK-FOT AT BIG DISCOUNT 



Norfolk Island’s 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

^ALWAYS IN STOCK. A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/'GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
, WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/'JAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


Mr. Ellicott. on airport expansion; 

"In taking recommendations to the 
Government in relation to this mat¬ 
ter, I ^as,glad that there was in ef¬ 
fect a middle course - that is to say, 
one that did not involve a proposition 
that we had to have 727s or 707s com¬ 
ing into Norfolk Island. 


nEN5WEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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to develop, and those ideas need to 
be passed on to the Commonwealth 
Government and the Department of 
Transport - because they will affect 
schedules, and they will affect the 
number of services, and the like. 

You want to move ahead of those. 

"It's vital, however, that you do an 
In-depth study of it in the early per¬ 
iod, and not leave it until 1982, when 
the airport suddenly emerges." 

Mr. McIntyre: "The situation is 
not several little problems, but one 
big problem of planning. It takes in 
the airport. It takes in the proposals 
for land use that are being developed 
in consultation with the N.C.D. C, 

It takes in any talk of the population 
levels. It takes in talk of employment 
in such matters as the building indus¬ 
try we have here. It takes in such 
questions as afforestation, control of 
the Island's cliffs and litoral, it takes 
in almost every aspect of ’keeping 
Norfolk green' - of re-forestation, 
of keeping pine seed and palm seed 
industries in proportion. 

"The problem is one problem - of 
planning where we are going, as you 
said. It touches every aspect of our 
life, and its well-spring, I trust, is 
our enjoyment of what we already have!’ 


Self- 

government 

Mr. Blucher; "We have now been 
going as a form of self-governing body 
for something like nine months. 

"In that time, as I see it, being a 
new body, we have performed as well 
as can be expected. We’ve had cer¬ 
tain upheavals in the Assembly, for 
various reasons which I won't go into. 

"But underneath it all there's been a 
progressive form of government. When 
we were discussing matters with you as 
a result and subsequent to the outcome 
of the present Norfolk Island Act, you 
did make mention - and it is mention¬ 
ed within the Act also - that within a 
period of time further powers will pro¬ 
gressively be moved into the Norfolk 
Island Government area. 

"We are ready to take on those pro¬ 
gressive powers - and I say progressive, 
because that's how we need to do it. 

We are ready for that now. When we 
were consulting with you I think there 
were a couple of specific matters such 
as land use and land matters, which 
I think you agreed were matters which 
will be looked at very quickly after 
establishment Of this form of govern¬ 
ment. 


"Social services. Immigration. 

Things like fishing. They are only 
some of the things which in my view 
we should be progressively be endeav¬ 
ouring to take over. 

"I think we have proved ourselves 
as a government machine, within the 
government machinery, as being cap¬ 
able of utilising the powers that we 
already have; and I think we can now 
say with a great deal of satisfaction of 
ourselves that we are ready to take on 
further powers. 

"1 place those thoughts in your mind 
so that perhaps in the near future we 
could start further consultations in 
transferring of certain other powers 
which inevitably 1 hope will all be 
transferred to this Island. ’ 

Mr. Ellicott: "Deputy Chief Minis¬ 
ter, you can rest assured that what 
you've said about the transfer of powers 
is a matter that is well and truly in my 
mind. I constantly am being remind¬ 
ed of it by the Chief Minister, and I 
have it imbedded there in a way that 
enables me to remember it frequently. 

1 think what we're doing at the moment 
is looking at areas like land use, im¬ 
migration, the other matters that you 
mention, which are all very significant, 
and important in the over-all develop- 
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ment of the Island. 

"As those matters are looked at, and 
determined, and the like, consideration 
can quite clearly be given to the trans¬ 
fers of powers from the Commonwealth 
reserved area into either Schedule 3 or 
Schedule 2. 

"That's a matter that you can assume 
will be before the Government in the 
coming period. That period of course 
is de-limited in one sense by the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act. It's not a period 
that depends on five years having ex¬ 
pired, I think I've frequently said to 
you. 

"The issue is constantly before me." 

Mr. Blucher: "One of my concerns is 
that 1 know full well that there are go¬ 
ing to be Australian elections this year. 

"Who knows? Perhaps we may have 
another Minister who may not look on 
this Island as kindly as you have; we 
may even have another Government - 
who knows? - who may look on this 
Island as being totally and wholly part 
of the Australian scene, and therefore 
I think we could then find ourselves with 
a problem on our hands - and the more 
powers we have, the greater basis of 
argument we would have." 

Mr. Ellicott: "May I hasten to say 
that you won't have another Government. 

"On the other hand I can't guarantee 
that you won't have another Minister, 
because that's very much a matter for 
the Prime Minister. 

"I think the important thing is that 
any Minister, or any Government, who 
has concern for Norfolk Island and is 
aware of what’s going on here, will 
realise the desirability of gradually giv¬ 
ing the Island more involvement in the 
running of its own affairs. That's the 
whole purpose of the exercise. 

"Whether it happens obviously depends 
on factors which we've already discus¬ 
sed. One of them that I've stressed 
today - and I don't mean any lack of 
confidence in it, but I stress it as very 
important - is the viability of Norfolk 
Island's economy. That’s a very im¬ 
portant part of the whole exercise. 

"That's something that you need to 
turn your minds to constantly. Obvious¬ 
ly if Norfolk Island can't sustain itself, 
then any Australian Government says 
'well, perhaps Mr. Justice Nimmo was 
right' - and you know - there are some 
of you sitting around this table who 
would regard that as a perilous thought. 

"I'm just trying to put my finger on 
the practical part of it that would be 
of significance to any Government. 

"But giiten a situation where you 
are running your affairs and being in¬ 
volved, may I say, in areas quite be¬ 
yond those over which you have direct 
control, given that situation - and the 
fact that you're gradually getting ex¬ 
perience in those areas, and develop- 


An Open Invitation 
to call in at 
‘the Top of tho Village’ 
from 

WlT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES. 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HU NTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR ’’PARIS BOUTIQUE" -- 
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KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
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Pountp Hobge Cabern 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT "BENELONG", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 

Tuesday through Saturday» from 7 pm 

BOOKINGS: 2012 


GOOD READING 


‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID ThE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS'. 

$14. 95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCY,. BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL SHOP. 

’SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL THE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.26 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK Souvenirs. 


1 




ing those areas, well that will obvious¬ 
ly increase the willingness of a Min¬ 
ister to alter the Schedule to the Act." 

Oil exploration 

Mr, Ellicott; "The Commonwealth 
Parliament has to legislate for this 
because it’s a matter of international 
affairs. If we don't legislate to deal 
with it, then there'll be no appropri¬ 
ate legislation to cover it. 

"There are also obligations, of course, 
of international law under the conven¬ 
tions in relation to it, as I think you 
readily understand. 

"The Government's decision is not 
a decision against Norfolk Island.. It's 
a decision which is designed to protect 
the zone off other parts of Australia. 

"There are some problems which can 
be discussed which relate, for instance, 
to separate administration: whether 
the Island could mount its own admin¬ 
istration. .. these are problems which 
you can't ignore, because they relate 
to cost... “ 


Mr. John Carlson, of the Department 
of National Development and Energy: 

"The reason we're extending the 
legislation to new areas is in the hope 
we can generate exploration interest 
on the part of the petroleum industry... 

"When this amendment takes effect, 
which will probably be later in the 
year, we would nope that we can then 
generate some interest on the part of 
companies in coming forward and 
starting exploration programs. 

"The responsibility for administer¬ 
ing the area adjacent to Norfolk is 
vested in the Minister for National 
Development and Energy. He's 
known under the legislation as the 
"designated authority”... 


Mr. McIntyre: "My concern in re¬ 
spect of all of these transactions is 
that out of all of them emerges a 
pattern for the future. Today we're 
talking about fish and the possibility 
of petroleum exploitation in Norfolk's 
waters. It may be that the historic 
shipwrecks bill should be included 
in that. 

"Each time there is a move to ex¬ 
ploit territorial waters in the future, it 
seems to me it's very likely to follow 
the pattern that's being set down by 
these fisheries matters. 

"We started off with fisheries. We're 
moving on to petroleum. With fisher¬ 
ies we had a visit from officers of the 
Department. Their conclusion was 
that they listened politely when we 
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asked that specific, express consider¬ 
ation be given to direct lines of com¬ 
munication, so that the Norfolk Island 
view was automatically included. I'm 
not aware that anything came of that, 
other than their polite attention. 

"I’m very concerned as we move on 
to petroleum that a pattern emerges 
which does include, very specifically, 
direct access to the places where de¬ 
cisions are made - by Norfolk Island, 
to the parts of the Commonwealth 
Government where those decisions 
are made. 

“The way in which the Common¬ 
wealth takes decisions is to take them 
by gathering its information together 
in Canberra, and giving them a good 
assessment. Even this Act itself, which 
has been introduced rather hurriedly 
in the House, has been done without 
a prior consultation. A principle has 
been 1 suppose slightly preserved by 
the statement by, 1 think. Sen. Car- 
rick that consultation would follow 
shortly. But once again a decision 
has been taken about Norfolk Island, 
and passed through one of the Houses 
of the Australian Parliament, before 
it comes to Norfolk's attention - be¬ 
fore it’s submitted for Norfolk’s view. 

• "Now that we're gathered around to 
talk to it, might I therefore express 
the greatest concern that out of this 
comes a method - preferably a meth¬ 
od for which legislative provision 
exists, so that it can be incorporated 
in the future into similar Acts - by 
which Norfolk Island's involvement 
is set out methodically and does not 
rely upon the coincidence of some¬ 
body thinking of us and asking us our 
view. 

"In other words, I want to see a 
method developed which ensures 
that that consultation exists for fish, 
for petroleum - for Norfolk Island, in 
Canberra, where these decisions, it 
appears for the time being, are being 
made. 

"To take a separate point, in fin¬ 
ishing - am I correct in thinking that 
no provision exists in the petroleum 
royalty laws or other laws which would 
envisage any payment of royalties to 
the Norfolk Island government? - 
and consequently that if such royal¬ 
ties were collected by the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment, their passing over to Norfolk 
Island would be a matter of separate 
consideration and separate Act?" 

Mr. Ellicott: “If I can just answer 
your general complaint. 

"It's very Important, I thinks that 
you concentrate on die issues, and under 
stand that there's no prima facie situa¬ 
tion that if the Australian Government 
is doing something, that it's doing it 
to the disadvantage of Norfolk Island. 
"There's a tendency for some of you 




THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
'V' New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian" 
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OF 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE NEWS - SCHEDULED TO GO ON SALE 
JUNE 27TH - WILL BE A SPECIAL SOUVENIR EDITION MARKING 
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MENDED. 


to have a chip on your shoulder about 
Australia and what it's doing. You'd 
better get that chip off your shoulder, 
because it's no good. It's not true. 

It's inaccurate. It's not a reflection 
of the true situation, and if there's a 
knee-jerk reaction on the part of 
people here to what the Australian 
Government does in legislation or 
otherwise, that it must be to the detri¬ 
ment of the Norfolk Island people and 
government - well, you know. I'm 
afraid that you're quite wrong. It's 
quite the other way. 

"The Government understands the 
situation. The Chief Minister can 
speak of the fact that I've done my 
best to give him access to Departments 
that are relevant that still remain with¬ 
in the Commonwealth reserved area. 

For example, the Department of Trans¬ 
port - he's had discussions, regarding 
the airport, with that Department. I 
have no objection to that, as long as 
he relates to the Administrator, when 
he does that sort of thing, so that the 
Administrator, who's here, and is the 
Commonwealth presence, has a know¬ 
ledge of it. 

"But from the Government's point of 
view, from my point of view, we want 
you to be involved. 

"If we introduce this legislation, we 
do so because there's no other way of 
tackling the situation internationally. 
That is to say, the Government has to, 
the Australian Government has to appro¬ 
priate to Australia, which includes 
Norfolk Island for these purposes, the 
fisheries and the economic zone, the 
continental shelf, and set up a regime 
for dealing with it. 

"In the process of dealing with it, 
Norfolk's interest is obviously to be 
taken into account - and that's why 
Sen. Carrick put that in his speech. 

It's a matter of working out some rea¬ 
sonable arrangement. 

"If you believe you can set up an ad¬ 
ministration here, which you will find 
economic - contrary to the views that 
the Department of National Development 
and Energy hold - well, needless to say, 
we'll have a look at that, and take it 
into account, and see if we can work 
something out with you. 

"But quite honestly, with all the 
good will in the world, and with a 
proposition I hope on your side, 'always 
eager to believe the best', I think you 
may find that what they're saying is 
accurate - that it will cost you over 
$100,000 to set up an administration 
for which at the maximum you'd get 
in $20, 000 a year. 

"So from the point of view of that 
cost, it's not a bad deal for Norfolk 
Island to let it go ahead provided there 
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is some protection for Norfolk Island 
in the sharing of royalties. 

"If you want to put up a propositioh - 
now may or may not be the time, but 
put it up if you want to - the Govern¬ 
ment will - when I say 'the time', 
all 1 mean is that sometimes it's 
better to negotiate these things when 
there's something to argue about, do 
you follow me? - and we don't know 
whether there is something to argue 
about, indications are that there may 
not be - but if you wish to put up a 
proposal to the Government about 
royalty-sharing, based on one approach 
or another (that is, local administra¬ 
tion, or no local administration) well, 
the Government will consider that. 

"The Northern Territory is going to 
administer its offshore areas, but it 
has a larger potential, both in terms 
of population and in terms of the 
offshore areas, and the promise of 
those areas. 

"But a better deal, if I may say so, 
for Norfolk Island, from what 1 can 
see, would be one whereby you may 
negotiate a share of royalties, but 
with full consultation and knowledge 
of what’s going on, but allow the 
administration to take place through 
the Government with all its expertise. 

1 emphasise 'with full consultation and 


a knowledge of what's going on*. 

"That involves a linkage with the 
Australian administration, but I can't 
see that's it's otherwise than to your 
advantage - particularly, as somebody 
mentioned earlier, there have to be 
arrangements with New Zealand and 
I think France in relation to the con¬ 
tinental shelf area, because to some 
extent they do overlap - there's a 
median line problem. 

"In other words there are more rea¬ 
sons than one that one can think about 
that lead you to the view that what 
is being put forward is probably the 
best deal for Norfolk Island. 

"But you feel at liberty to put up 
what you will, and for die purposes of 
that, you may have access to what¬ 
ever information is available to the 
Department of National Development 
and Energy, and I can assure you it 
will be considered by the Government. 

"It may be something that may not 
come to fruition until after the legisla¬ 
tion is passed; but that is not to the 
point, because I can assure you that 
this is all being done in a spirit of good 
will, and not in any attempt to prevent 
Norfolk Island having an acceptable 
arrangement which is equitable to it as 
far as its offshore areas are concerned." 


Chief Minister David Buffett said he 
thought it would be best if administra¬ 
tive arrangements for offshore oil explor¬ 
ation were not set up until the Assembly 
had had a chance to make its recom¬ 
mendations on them. 


Mr. Ellicott replied; "All I can say 
is that there have to be administrative 
arrangements. If they go ahead, they'll 
only go ahead on the basis of discussing 
it with you - if you follow me, if the 
bill goes through, and it's proclaimed 
later in the year, and in the meantime 
there have been no proposals, or no 
agreed proposals, then Sen. Carrick 
would become the 'designated author¬ 
ity' - but it's not a matter that ought 
to concern you, because I can assure 
you the Government will look positively 
towards what you're suggesting; and if 
a different, equitable arrangement can 
be come to, well, we'll sit down and 
talk to you about it. In other words, 
the very situation may require some 
administration in the meantime, and if, 
as I say. Sen. Carrick is thp designated 
authority, he may have to make deci¬ 
sions; but I'm sure at the same time 
that those decisions can be made against 
the background of consultation - in other 
words, he'll be doing his best to oper- 
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ate to the benefit of all, including 
Norfolk Island." 

Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blucher 
asked for further details on how the 
joint authority over offshore areas 
would work, aqd whether someone from 
Norfolk could be part of it. 

Mr. Ellicott replied: “1 would think 
that's one of the matters that you want 
to look at and suggest to the Govern¬ 
ment - some form of consultative ma¬ 
chinery. If you conclude, as 1 sug¬ 
gest you might, that it's a better deal 
for Norfolk Island to let the expertise 
and whatever be provided by the Fed¬ 
eral Government, if you conclude that, 
at the same time you may feel it 
appropriate to suggest some consulta¬ 
tive machinery, which relates to Sen. 
Carrick's Department, and the ques¬ 
tion of what particular steps should be 
taken in relation to the seismic sur¬ 
veys that might be undertaken, or the 
grant of exploration permits, or the 
grant of mining permits. 

“I would think that you'll find a re¬ 
ceptive ear, if you come up with some 
proposal along those lines, because it's 
not our desire to ignore Norfolk Island." 

Ed Howard referred to die difference 
between Commonwealth-States agree 


ments. He pointed out that a princi¬ 
ple for handling offshore royalties from 
Territorial waters had been laid down 
in die original Petroleum (Submerged 
Lands) Act in 1967. This was that 
waters around Papua and New Guinea 
were to be considered as belonging to 
the territory concerned, and all roy¬ 
alties collected by the Commonwealth 
from those waters were to be paid to 
the territory. 


Mr. Ellicott replied: "You can ex¬ 
amine the reason why the Government 
does these things. The simple reason 
is that it does these things because it 
feels a responsibility for the people of 
Norfolk Island, which is part of the 
total responsibility of the Australian 
Government. 

"What we do here, we do in that 
sense. Just as we will do it for people 
who live in other parts of Australia. 
That's the basis upon which the Gov¬ 
ernment is motivated to act, 

“It's not done because of some con¬ 
stitutional arrangement that was enter¬ 
ed into between die Commonwealth 
and the States, or a reflection of it. 

I guess it is done because we like to 
see established here good government. 


But the basic motive, and I've said 
this before, of the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and of simple folk like myself 
is, that we feel a responsibility, and 
a sense of concern for the people of 
Norfolk Island, as members of the 
total Australian community. 

“If you want a motive for what we do, 
that’s it, and I can't put it any other 
way, and that will continue to be our 
motivating fact. 

“In fulfilling it, we will take into 
account that this is not part of a State, 
and therefore that those constitutional 
arguments and issues that arose between 
the Commonwealth and the States don't 
apply so directly in relation to Norfolk 
Island. 

"1 can only say to you that if you sit 
down and put some proposition to the 
Commonwealth, and discuss it, you 
may, for all I know, end up with a 
better deal than the States get. I just 
don't know what will happen. All I 
can say to you is that in making a de¬ 
cision, the Government has to take 
into account the welfare of good gov¬ 
ernment of the people of Norfolk Is¬ 
land, as part of the total Australian 
community - and that's simply indi¬ 
cating a broad proposition, but one 
which is full of good will and under¬ 
standing. " 
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CONTINUING THE NORFOLK GOVERNMENT’S STATEMENT TO OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDS 


“We are one another's natural friends...” 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND government's 
views on development and regional 
co-operation among the Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were circulated to die leaders 
of 17 other island countries and ter¬ 
ritories late in March. 

The occasion was a conference on 
"Development the Pacific Way" held 
at Honolulu by the East-West Center. 

Norfolk was represented by Chief 
Minister David Buffett. 

In our last issue we reprinted the . 
first Instalment of a major section 
in the Norfolk government paper. 

The paper continues: 


While Norfolk Island has only re¬ 
cently been permitted to attend a 
South Pacific Conference, and has 
not as yet taken in its own right the 
Conference seat which has been re¬ 
served for Norfolk since the incep¬ 
tion of the Conferences, we respect 
and applaud the excellent services 
rendered to the region over the years 
by the South Pacific Commission. 

We believe the existence of a fully- 
rounded Pacific Islands Community 
can become an effective reality only 
if'all of the peoples who live in that 
Community are able to speak for 
themselves - with whatever degree 
of sovereignty each possesses. 

Norfolk Island's degree of sovereign¬ 
ty is only partial. It is however grow¬ 
ing, with Australia's agreement and 
official, legislated support. The peo¬ 
ple of Norfolk Island may always be 
willing - as it is believed they are now- 
to have MM important aspects of the 
Island's sovereignty exercised by Aus¬ 
tralia. But we most heartily welcome, 
and believe our future well-being 
requires, the development of a politi- 
cally-aware Pacific Islands Commun¬ 
ity, in which Norfolk Island can take 
as full a ipart as our degree of 
sovereignty permits. 

It is the stated policy of the present 
government of Australia that Norfolk 
Island should progress toward an ac¬ 
ceptable level of self-government by 
mid 1984 or earlier. It should be 
noted, however, that the policy of 
the Opposition Party in Australia is 
that Norfolk Island should be inte¬ 
grated into Australia in accordance 
with the recommendations of the 
Nlmmo Rqyal Commission Report 
of 1976.* This would be contrary to 
what we believe the great majority 
of the people of Norfolk Island wish, 
and would be a reversal of the course 
of development the present Austra¬ 


lian Government has helped us to 
embark upon. 

Norfolk Island’s main priority in 
connection with the subject of Re¬ 
gional Co-operation is to maintain 
and increase our degree of self-gov¬ 
ernment so that we may in fact co¬ 
operate effectively with the other 
islands of the Region. 


D) Governmental and Administra ¬ 
tive Systems 

Norfolk Island sees four needs in 
connection with this subject. 

The first is a re-statement of the 
point made in the preceding section. 
Norfolk Island needs continued pro¬ 
gress toward, and achievement of, 
a workable and self-respectable 
right of self-government. This is 
a precondition to the other needs 
which are - 

- We would benefit from a source 
of information, experience and 
judgement on governmental and ad¬ 
ministrative systems in the Pacific 
Islands Community,- to compare 
not only the Westminster System, 
which we use, but other methods 

of government in die region. 

- We could benefit from the ex¬ 
istence of a central source which 
was examining and considering 
“mini'technology" which may be 
applicable to administrative proce¬ 
dures including records, account¬ 
ing, archives management and per- 
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sonnel training. 

- As a need which may be wide¬ 
spread in the Pacific Islands, we 
raise die matter of legal drafting. 

It is clearly in the interests of all 
countries interested in the Pacific 
that the laws of the Islands be clear 
and concise. Yet skillful legal 
drafting costs the same whether 

the resulting laws apply to millions 
of people or to hundreds. The cost 
of drafting a good law is consider¬ 
able, per capita, in a small Island. 

It may be that a legal drafting ad¬ 
visory service to the Pacific Islands 
Community would so upgrade the 
quality of laws in the region that it 
would be considered a legitimate 
and advantageous expense to be 
shared by the large nations direct¬ 
ly interested in die region. 

Norfolk Island's problems under 
this heading are that the sources 
of information are difficult to lo¬ 
cate and we have limited funds to 
commission studies by professional 
consultants. 

We have no priorities to list, 
apart from restating that contin¬ 
ued progress toward inalienable self- 
government is the first and essen¬ 
tial necessity. 

E) Cultural Development and Con¬ 
servation 

Needs is perhaps too strong a word 
in this context, but the following 
are matters in which Norfolk Island 
would warmly welcome advice or 
assistance - 

- A statutory social welfare pro¬ 
gramme is currently being considered 
for Norfolk Island, in discussions be¬ 
tween the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly and the Australian Govern¬ 
ment. At present Australia has retain-* 
ed full authority for social welfare leg¬ 
islation on Norfolk, although the cost 
of social services will continue to be 
borne solely by Norfolk Island. 

The discussions to date have been 
based to an important extent on com¬ 
parisons with Australia's social welfare 
system, which is different in concept 
from Norfolk Island's traditional commun¬ 
ity and extended-family system. We 
would welcome a means of making 
comparisons with other such systems in 
the Pacific Islands Community. 

- Village planning, as contrasted 
with city planning, is of importanc 
to Norfolk Island. Our "city" consists 
of little more than a single-street shop¬ 
ping district • not taking into account 
the Island's historic Georgian capital 
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settlement of Kingston, which is being 
preserved in its historic state of some 
150 years ago. How should a small 
Island best plan its small, haphazard 
shopping street? We would welcome 
practical advice. 

- The Norfolk Island language, 
spoken by the Pitcairn descendants who 
make up nearly half of the Island’s pop¬ 
ulation, is a hybrid of ancient Tahitian 
and Elizabethan English, modified over 
many generations. It is unwritten, and 
colourful older words are gradually 
being lost/ ' Assistance in preserving 
the language, particularly in estab¬ 
lishing a written form of it, would be 
welcomed. 

- Rubbish disposal is a gradually in¬ 
creasing problem because plastics are 
hon-biodegradable. We hope to avoid 
the cost and environmental problems 
of building and maintaining a central, 
urban type of incinerator. We would 
Welcome advice on small-Island- 
Scale methods of dealing with die 
problem. 

- Advice on appropriate architec¬ 
ture for both public and private build¬ 
ings would also be welcome to pre¬ 
serve a Norfolk style of building. 

- Norfolk may soon be able to re¬ 
ceive and rebroadcast satellite tele¬ 
vision services. At present the Is¬ 
land has no TV broadcasting, al¬ 


though the use of videotape players 
is increasing. Clearly there are 
some damaging social consequences 
of introducing TV broadcasting. We 
would welcome informed advice on 
whether we should keep TV broad¬ 
casting out of the Island, or if it is 
to be accepted, how die harm it 
does can be minimized. 

- Norfolk may be a place in which 
zero-growth policies will be advis¬ 
able sooner than they become nec¬ 
essary in other parts of the world. 
What are the social consequences of 
such a policy? The question is ex¬ 
ceptionally intricate and subtle, and 
we would welcome having wise, ed¬ 
ucated help in considering it. 

The problems facing Norfolk Island 
in dealing with cultural and conser¬ 
vation matters is that advice and ex¬ 
perience, in addition to that already 
received from large industrialized 
nations, should be sought; but at 
present is either non-existent or dif¬ 
ficult to locate. 

Priorities under this heading are 
difficult to establish. The topics 
mentioned have been placed in an 
order chosen according to approxi - 
mate importance. 

F) Energy 

Norfolk*! needs for energy are re- 
sonably well met now, largely by 


importing petroleum products. Rap¬ 
idly rising costs, and the possibility 
of the curtailing or sudden disruption 
of supply in the event of a major in¬ 
ternational war, make it obvious that 
we should be developing alternative 
local sources. In Norfolk's case these 
must be based on a scale of technol¬ 
ogy and capital cost suitable for a 
range between single-residence and 
a 2, 000 population village. 

The Island has adequate rainfall and 
is fertile. Fuel crops may be prac¬ 
tical for local transport and electri¬ 
city generation, using gasification or 
other techniques. Small-scale use of 
solar energy (including photo-voltaic 
cells), tidal power, wind power and 
improved forms of human or animal 
power are obviously of great poten¬ 
tial importance to the Island. 

Norfolk’s principal problem in the 
field of energy is probably the same 
one faced elsewhere; ordinary citi¬ 
zens are reluctant even to think of 
giving up the comforts and conven¬ 
iences of existing petroleum-based 
energy-consuming devices unless it 
becomes necessary - and the develop¬ 
ment of alternative technologies 
requires public interest and govern¬ 
ment action long before the neces¬ 
sity arrives. 



Calder 5 ^ Crafts 

Real leather 

just west of Rawson Hall 


POCKET, SHEATH & 
STOCK KNIVES 


LEATHERWARE 

GIFTS 


Leather crafts 

BAGS SANDALS KNIFE POUCHES 


Saddlery - supplies f 

SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS || 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES | 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS-1 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. ' 


HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 
USE AS WALL HANGINGS - Mexican $38, US $18 
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ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBI LITIES. . . . WH AT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


World research into the use of solar 
power is in its infancy, about the stage 
of the motorcar in 1910. Most of the 
problems are known, but there are a 
lot of bugs to be ironed out. A recent¬ 
ly-marketed electric fence operating 
directly from solar power is a bypro¬ 
duct of American space technology 
using what I think are called photo¬ 
voltaic cells. I would be pleased if 
some reader would supply some inform¬ 
ed comment on this system. 

Ambient temperature research on 
solar hot water heaters also seems pro¬ 
mising. Some patents are being issued 
on variations of this principle. Apart 
from the conventional forms of use - 
and even these are undergoing rapid 
development - it would perhaps be wise 
to wait a while until manufacturing and 
marketing catch up on research. The 
state of the art is very fluid. 

Water power has limited application 
with our lack of fast-running streams, 
but Watermill Valley is a good demon¬ 
stration of engineering overcoming nat¬ 
ural disadvantages. It is also a good 
example of engineering based on slave 
labour. 

It would be quite feasible to dam 
some of our high valleys for water 
wheel power. The Pelton wheel, both 
overshot and undershot, is being manu¬ 
factured again for farm use in Hamil¬ 
ton, NZ, but is very expensive. 

The hydraulic ram, for many years 
at Headstone, is an excellent example 
of good engineering design and energy 
use. The principle is said to have 
been devised by Da Vinci in one of 
his more idle moments. 

Windmill electrolysis - a weak 
electric current passed through water 
to produce usable hydrogen - is also a 
practical probability in the near future. 
Hydrogen is a high-energy fuel that 
can be used conveniently in motor 
vehicles. 

Food and Agriculture. 

Food is the universal energy. In that 
sense we suffer minor energy crises 
every day, whenever we get hungry. 

Our body is a versatile system for solv¬ 
ing this daily problem. It is designed 
to run with minimum maintenance for 
approximately seventy years and able 
to function on a wide range of fuels. 
From an energy/fuel conservation 
point of view, our body is an efficient 
machine, capable of responding to a 


range of differing demands - once 
again illustrating nature's multi-func¬ 
tional design. 

It bears re-iterating, this concept 
which is so routine in nature: multi¬ 
functional design. The range of food¬ 
stuffs that humans use as fuel covers 
virtually all animal or plant life. In 
short, what we can grow, we can use; 
and in Norfolk's benign climate we 
can grow most of our food needs, pro¬ 
vided we simplify our demands. It 
is in food that we can become energy 
self-sufficient, with the minimum of 
inputs. 

Food is the first external source of 
energy that we use. It is the one 
familiar to everyone on the planet, 
and historically it is the one that has 
caused the human race most of our 
problems Even in percentage terms, 
there are more people hungry today 
in the world than at any other period 
of history. It is an energy crisis that 
has been with us since die dawn of 
the race. 

Complete self-sufficiency, on a 
voluntary basis, is an unlikely con¬ 
cept. Our life styles and philoso¬ 
phies are too well meshed with con*, 
sumer society to allow us to adapt 
readily. It would be largely imprac¬ 
tical, anyway. The historic exchange 
of land for “a few tomahawks" well 
illustrates the sense of priorities of both 
parties to the exchange. The primi 
tive clearly understood his own cul¬ 
ture's inability to produce anything . 
approximating a steel tomahawk; and 
since land, in his society, was commun¬ 
ally owned, it is doubtful that he would 
understand land as a personal possession. 

Only on an ^voluntary basis, where 
we are forced to subsist, do we become 
anything like self-sufficient. A more 
appropriate term is "self-supporting". 
That term has connotations of self- 
help and independence, without the 
unwitting intellectual arrogance of 
"self-sufficiency". 

The tomahawk exchange also demon¬ 
strates the new settlers' need for land. 
"Land" is a magical word, seemingly 
poorly understood in urban societies. 
Australia is 88% urbanised (one of those 
statistics that underlines the divorce¬ 
ment of people from their origins.). 

The current "back-to-the-land" move¬ 
ment is really a search for origins. 
Intuitively, people recognise their ur¬ 


banised alienation and strive to "go 
back". There would be few Norfolk 
Islanders who do not understand and 
sympathise with this wish. 

The magical, almost mystical, 
regard for the land. 

Land is the key to self-support, with¬ 
out land to call your own, the highly 
personalised motivation necessary for 
self-support is absent. In classic peas¬ 
ant tradition, land is never exchanged 
for money. It is not a commodity to 
be traded. It is die key to life itself. 

This purist view is being gradually 
diluted as a changing' world enforces 
changing circumstance. But on this 
Island, many cling to this belief as a 
stable reference point in their'lives. 

The back-to-the-land movement is 
even getting some official approval. 
Various governments around the world, 
faced with the apparently insurmount 
able problem of structural unemp’r.) 
ment through technological change, 
are considering “resettlement" (an 
emotive word if ever there was one) 
on to subsistence-size iilots of rural 
land, financed and guided by the 
state, to foster "viable alternative 
societies". / 

Having briefly visited a well-known 
commune in North NSW, I cau only 
hope that this sort of scheme is not 
just misguided idealism. 

Self-support is very very hard work; 
a life of endless chores. Idealism 
soon gives way to tiredness unless we 
recognis- ,_e limits of the ideal. A 
nuts-and-bolts approach of practical 
self help - - a modification of our 
life style, rather outright rejection is 
what we should foster on Norfolk. In 
this, our communi ty is lucky, in the 
wide-ranging skills and backgrounds 
of our neoole. *" 

■me tramnonai island foods, and the 
folklore associated with growing them, 
piay an integral part in the life of the 
community. The rituals of Thanks¬ 
giving, Bounty Day, the A. and H. 
show each year, and the many other 
ceremonial occasions associated with 
the fruits of the earth are an ongoing, 
reinforcing community bond. With¬ 
out them we would be diminished. 

Food folklote is usually correct, usual¬ 
ly a fairly accurate summation of local 
knowledge. Sometimes it is perhaps 
a little astray in detail, but is largely 
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a reliable source of knowledge on an 
enormous range of subjects, and would 
be a fertile field of research for any 
student of Norfolk and its ways. Agri¬ 
cultural practices are pragmatic appli¬ 
cations of the lore, with personal 
pride in one's produce being a neces¬ 
sary motivating drive. 

The various techniques of planting 
the sweet potato - the planting timing, 
the types of vine used, the available 
varieties to suit different purposes, 
and so on - are all well based in sci¬ 
entific method. Survival subsistence 
economies require a generally high 
regard for efficient systems, tailor 
made for the job at hand, their very 
nature ensuring good planning and 
execution. 

Folklore is significantly conservative 
in both senses of the word. To con¬ 
serve is not to want when tomorrow 
comes. The current middle-class 
concern for conservation is no more 
than a mundane necessity for the sub¬ 
sistence-level peasant farmer with an 
age-old tradition of conservation. In 
an age without refrigeration it is a 
daily requirement to plan well for 
tomorrow. Refrigeration permits us 
to be feckless in our food use and 
thoughtless of our diet. Without it, 
we must eat most of our foods fresh. 
The chore of preserving food by pick¬ 
ling and drying and bottling i| a 
chore, usually engaged in only when 
the alternative is no food tomorrow. 

Before the advent of the chainsaw, 
the axe was the companion of the wood 
stove, a subject rich in local humour 
about how long is a piece of wood. 
Swinging an axe is work, and, human 
nature being human nature, a lot of 
food was eaten raw. High fibre diet 
was certainly the rage in times gone 
by as well. 

In general the diet of the Islanders 
has in the past been well balanced. 

If it was a little monotonous at times, 
that was dependent on how much ef¬ 
fort was expended. The staple foods 
of banana, corn, kumara, yam and 
taro suit the climate and grow well, 
with a minimum of labour and with 
a high carbohydrate food value. 

They are also excellent pig foods - 
and hens lay' reasonably well on the 
normal household scraps. Once again, 
a simple, rational and efficient al¬ 
location of resources, pigs and hens 
being among the most efficient of 
protein producers in terms of food 
conversion. 

Rock fishing also comes into this 
picture: low equipment inputs, gen¬ 
erally good production and an excel¬ 
lent source of protein for man and his 
animals. Rock fishing is also a high¬ 
ly pleasant way to enjoy, the day, pos¬ 


sibly because of being between die 

land and the sea, on a boundary layer 
of experiences. These experiences 
keep man in touch with.his surround¬ 
ings, as a part of his environment, 
in a natural, relaxed way. 

It would be very difficult for man 
to fish out his seas from the rocks off 
the coast. It seems that machines 
permit man to become exploitive. 
Without them he is powerless to in¬ 
flict lasting harm on the environment. 

But without machines, agriculture 
is very hard work. I treasure the days 
when I walked behind a horse scuf¬ 
fling potatoes, but I treasure my trac¬ 
tor more. This human contradiction 
gives intellectual arrogance to terms 
like self-sufficiency: I may espouse 
the aim, but I would rather have my 
tractor. And so it is for most of us. 
Self-help is a much more comfortable 
hal fway house, and is certainly 
more practical, than attempting com¬ 
plete self-sufficiency. 

Agriculture has been around for a 
long time. The convention is that it 
was the invention of woman, when 
some lazy (or more intelligent) lady 
companion of a busy hunter-and- 
gatherer began carting seeds from one 
nomadic site to another. How did 
she discover that for cassava to be 
made edible, a whole sequence of 
beating, washing, scrubbing and dry¬ 
ing must take place to get rid of the 
prussic acid? Was she also the first 
technologist? It is an immense step 
from planting seed to food processing. 

PLANT GROWTH is determined by a 
complex inter-relationship of several 
factors including water, temperature, 
sunlight, wind and site. The actual 
mechanism of the various factors is 
well enough understood, but the com¬ 
bined operation is not. The practical 
farmer, by shrewd observation and ex¬ 
perience, is as at least as knowledg- 
able about his plot of land as the 
academic. 

This is not to say that the profession¬ 
al agronomist is not of considerable 
value to the farmer. He is. But all 
wisdom does not reside in the univer¬ 
sities. The farmer should be conscious 
of this and act according to what his 
own local knowledge suggests. To be 
fair to the professionals, they would 
be the first to acknowledge this. 

Environmental inter-relationships 
seem to be particularly complicated 
on Norfolk. I suspect this has some¬ 
thing to do with our size and shape, 
isolated in a very big ocean. There 
is a whole body of science about func¬ 
tions being ultimately determined by 
size and shape. Our broken plateau 
may be our environmental determin- 


Site, aspect and shelter all interact 
with temperature and moisture. It is 
difficult to isolate the controlling fac¬ 
tor, if any, but it is probably shelter. 
Any housewife knows her chokos will 
just not thrive where there is wind 
though chokos may be an extreme ex¬ 
ample of wind susceptibility, they do 
exemplify what will or won’t thrive on 
a particular site. 

Next we come to moisture stress. 

For many summer months we are.in 
what is called moisture deficit, not 
all that different to writing cheques 
when you are in overdraught: that is, 
more going out than coming in. Dur¬ 
ing our extended dry periods a net 
loss from evapo/transpiration causes 
plant stress unless we have water re¬ 
serves otherwise available to the 
plant. In these conditions sunlight 
and temperature determine the plant's 
survival. 

Irrigation can he a fairly expensive 
way of solving this problem, particu¬ 
larly with today's fuel prices, unless 
you can use some cheaper power 
source such as windmills, rams or 
gravity. But as any compost garden¬ 
er knows there are alternatives. Com¬ 
post mulching of the earth's surface 
reduces plant stress by lowering the 
earth temperature and trapping the 
moisture. Black plastic is also use¬ 
ful for this purpose.' After bearing 
an ABC Science programme over 
VL2NI, I have been experimenting with 
large boulders^ do the same thing, 
and it seems to work. 

Aspect influences earth temperatures 
markedly. Any reasonably sheltered 
Easterly-facing slope will be warmer 
for longer than slopes facing other dir¬ 
ections, simply because it gets the 
sun first. 

A lot of the plants we grow are of 
tropical origin, and require warm earth 
temperatures. As examples, both 
kumaras and bananas do best when 
the earth temperature is over 21 degree 
during over half their life. 

Fertilisers . Although Norfolk soils are 
generally fertile, they do respond to 
fertiliser - particularly nitrogen and 
phosphate. Whether it is economic to 
fertilise is a different question, the 
answer to which is sometimes yes and 
sometimes no. If you wish to go to 
the bother of collecting cow manure yo; 
can probably get excellent results 
in the home garden but it would be a 
bit of a chore over a five-acre pad- 
dock. 


"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

£ IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS , 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED ?est control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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SPECIAL ISSUE 

5th Anniversary Souvenir Edition 


NORFOLK 1975-1980IN REVIEW 


Assembly’s First Budget 

NORFOLK'S ASSEMBLY HAD FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLANNING THE ISLAND'S 
FINANCES FOR THE FIRST TIME AND FOUND WAYS TO PUT US IN THE BLACK AGAIN 

Kingston Plan 

FUTURE VISITORS WILL TAKE HOME A STRONGER, CLEARER MEMORY OF THE OLD 
SETTLEMENT IF A MAJOR NEW PUN IS ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY AND AUSTRALIA 

Report on Jets 

AUSTRALIA'S DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SETS OUT THE CONSIDERATIONS THAT 
SUPPORT AN UPGRADING OF THE AIRPORT AND THE INTRODUCTION OF MEDIUM JETS 

What people say 
about Norfolk 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE VISITED HERE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED TO PROTECT THE 
TRANQUILITY OF “THE UST OF THE BEAUTIFUL PACIFIC ISUNDS" - 53 LETTERS 


More this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative 





COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncans NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 

JEWELLERS 

We are hard to find because we’re back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It’s worth look- ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- folk Pine, 

fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 

WE ACCEPT Bankcard • Diner’s - American Express - Visa 



RUBIES SAPPHIRES STAR SAPPHIRES GARNET 

OPALS AMETHYST AQUAMARINE EMERALDS 

PEARLS CITRINE CUBIC ZIRCONIA GREEN AGATE 

IVORY PERIDOT TOURMALING CORAL 

JADE SHELL 

SILVER + GOLD * DIAMONDS 

REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING. HOURS; 8,30 - 5.30 EVERY'WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 




5th Anniversary Editiori 


THIS PAGE IS ONE of more than 1. 800,000 page* of 
news, advertising and editorial comment that have come 
through The News’s printing press since the paper first began 
publication in May, 1975. 

We'e departed from the usual format of The News in 
this special issue, marking the completion of the paper's 
first five years. We hope the result will be of lasting inter¬ 
est to our regular readers on the Island and overseas, and to 
Norfolk visitors, who are a very important part of our read¬ 
ership each month. 

The issue includes articles concerned with Norfolk’s 
past, present and future - as well as a section that says 
something timeless about the Island. 

NORFOLK'S PAST is dwelt on in some affectionate 
reminiscences of what the Island used to be like, reprinted 
in "Norfolk Living", on page 46. 

NORFOLK'S LAST FIVE YEARS are reflected in an 
11-page section, starting on page 34, in which we reproduce 
selections from some of the news stories and editorial com¬ 
ment we have carried since 1975. 

For a small Island, they have been tumultuous years, 
involving a struggle to preserve Norfolk’s identity and to 
keep it from being politically and sociologically swallowed 
up by Australia. 

The struggle began with the publication of the Nimmo 
Report in 1976. Well-informed people close to the Com¬ 
monwealth Government in Canberra said at the time that 
there was no point in Norfolk's resisting) the Island's fate 
was a foregone conclusion. 

They under-estimated the depth of feeling that the 
great majority who live here have for their Island. They 
also under-estimated the effectiveness of a surprising num¬ 
ber of people in Australia and in the Pacific who care about 
Norfolk. 

NORFOLK’S PRESENT receives less attention in 
this issue than it normally does, but what does appear is vi¬ 
tal. 

On page 5 is an analysis of the 1980/81 Budget and 
what it means. It is the first really major action by the 
Legislative Assembly which took office last August. As a 
result of the proportional voting system which was forced 
on the Island (and later rejected at referendum) the Assem¬ 
bly has been fragmented and quarrelsome. The Budget 
gives some hope that the Assembly members may be able 
to compromise their differences, for the good of the Island, 
when they confront serious issues. 

On page 9 is a condensed analysis of the Australian 


Department of Transport's Environmental Impact Study on 
upgrading the Norfolk airport. On technical issues involved 
in the possible upgrading, the Department's knowledge and 
judgment are far better than those of anyone on Norfolk. 

But the outcome may change the Island permanently • and 
that gives Norfolk residents an authoritative voice in the . 
question, even though we may be technically unqualified. 
The News's view, expressed in a "mini-editorial" accom¬ 
panying the article,- is that one more effort ought to be 
made, in order to be certain there is not a better alterna¬ 
tive to medium jets. 

NORFOLK’S FUTURE is symbolised in an article on 
page 7 about a major new plan for managing the Kingston 
and Arthur's Vale historic area in the yean to come. The 
plan has been prepared by a team of experts organised and 
paid for by Australia - an admirable and handsome contri¬ 
bution towards Norfolk®* future well-being by the Common¬ 
wealth. 

But is the plan “Norfolk”? Residents have a chance 
to judge that for themselves, and to propose alterations if 
they feel it reflects too much a mainland view of the world. 
In this respect the plan is characteristic of a number of ma¬ 
jor issues on which the Commonwealth is currently prepar-. 
ing comprehensive plans for Norfolk's future - including 
social welfare services, a land-use and zoning scheme, 
the exploitation of offshore resources, and other matters 
which may well affect Norfolk’s character profoundly. 

THE "SOMETHING TIMELESS" about Norfolk In 
this issue is an extraordinary collection of letters to the ed¬ 
itor, starting on page 13. They were stimulated by a fear 
that large jets may come to the Island. But their import¬ 
ant message, we believe, is what the writers feel about 
Norfolk Island. .. A 

"The timeless beauty and peace of the countryside," 
says one. "I found you had a world of your own, serenity 
... one of the last good things in life... a place 1 will al¬ 
ways remember with joy and thankfulness.. .we doubt if 
there is another place in the world to compare with it... 
it is the last of the beautiful Pacific islands which has so 
far not been exploited.. .what an oasis it is.. .out of all 
our travels, it is our favourite place..." 

That is the way we feel about Norfolk. It is a great 
satisfaction and privilege to be able to try to chronicle 
what is happening on this colourful, complicated, blessed 
small Island, and for that privilege we are grateful to 
each reader, each advertiser, and each of the talented 
and good natured people who have contributed to, and 
helped produce, The Norfolk Island News. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS is printed and published monthly at the News Office in Collins Head Rd. 
The publisher is Ed Howard, P. O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, South Pacific. All contents • copyright. 
Airmail subscriptions: Australia $10; N. Z. $A16; Pacific islands $A18; shortened if postage increases. 



The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The ali 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a drivers seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumber support The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large fiat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



‘Road ft Track’ 

magazine says ■Evkry so oi ti n a new ear arrives at the 

R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years: the 626 * 


FITZPATRICK’S 


80/81 Budget - Up, Balanced 


NORFOLK'S PUBLIC spending has been 
put onto a mote business-like basis in 
the 1980/81 budget, announced in the 
Legislative Assembly on June 4th. 

The Assembly's financial plans for 
the coming financial year are a sharp 
contrast with the 1979/80 budget in¬ 
herited last year from the Australian- 
operated administration. 

The new budget is balanced, with 
revenues and spending estimated to 
equal each other. The 1979/80 bud¬ 
get was able to make ends meet only 
by using up a large amount of savings 
from past years. 

Instead of authorising all expected 
spending for the full year, which has 
been the custom in the past, the As¬ 
sembly held back authorisations for 
nearly $200,000 of proposed spending, 
to be debated and passed if necessary 
as the year goes along. 

In its Supply Bill, the Assembly pro¬ 
vided enough funds for the public ser¬ 
vice to continue at its present levels 
of staff numbers and operating expenses. 
The current level of temporary help 
and overtime has“also been provided 
for, as have normal wage increments 
which go to a public servant at the end 
of each of the first several years in a 
particular grade. But finance for any 
additional permanent positions in the 
public service will have to be sought 
from the Assembly. So will funds to 
cover any flow-on from National Wage 
Case decisions in Australia - which 
have automatically raised local sal¬ 
aries twice a year in the past. 

Another major change in the finan- 
■al planning process is that the Supply 
Hill and budget were disclosed and left 
open for public comment for two weeks 
. f ne the Assembly finally voted on 
: J t plans. In the past, budgets have 
simply been put into effect, without 
waiting for comment from residents. 

To prevent rush-buying by people 
wanting to get in ahead of some higher 
Customs duties, increases in duties 
applied to goods imported on or after 
June 5th, the day after the announcer , 
ment. The increases apparently did not 
apply to a shipload of cargo that arriv¬ 
ed at Norfolk on the 4th, and was there¬ 
fore inside territorial waters before the 
rises were to be effective. 

The budget shows that the cost of 
government will increase sharply once 
again. "•The day-to-day salaries and 
expenses.of the public service are ex¬ 
pected to go up from about $2,150, 000 
this year to about $2, 500, 000 in 1980/ 

81, an increase of around $350, 000. 

To cover increased costs, the Assem- I 


bly decided to raise a wide range of 
fees and charges, including - 
#Higher customs duties on tobacco 
and spirits. These should add about 
170 a packet to the retail price of 
cigarettes, and 2# to the price of a 
nip of spirits in a hotel. Duty on beer 
and wine was left unchanged. 

• Petrol should go up about Id per 
litre at the pump as a result of increas¬ 
ed duty. 

•Clothing and footwear will carry 
3*7c more duty. 

•Some stationery items will carry 
a duty of 5 <Jc. 

•Residents travelling overseas will 
have to pay a departure fee, along 
with almost everyone else. The fee 
will be $5. A few residents, includ¬ 
ing those travelling for medical care, 
will be exempt. 

•Local postage will go up to 5d, 
ending Norfolk's distinction as one 
of the few places in the world where 
"penny post" still exists. 

•Many occasional and miscellaneous 
charges which have remained static 
for many years will be raised to re¬ 
flect inflation, including conveyan¬ 
cing fees, curator's fees, post office 
box rental rates and others. 

•Dog licenses will go up to $10, and 
for unspayed females the license fee 
will be a big $50. 

GOOD NEWS in the budget announce¬ 
ment included - 

•Cattle grids will be installed near 
hospital corner, Channer's corner and 
in New Cascade Rd. to keep cattle 
out of the central shopping area. This 
will bring an end to tourists' being 
able to snap photos of cows looking 
into shop windows, but it will allow 
trees and shrubs to survive in Burnt 
Pine. 

•Taylors Rd., which has become 
more and more prone to potholing, 
will get a complete re-sealing. 
•Customs duties will be removed 
from solar units and bicycles, as an 
encouragement for energy-saving. 
•Norfolk will get FM stereo radio 
broadcasting toward the end of 1980. 
People with AM radios will still be 
able to receive the local station for 
some time - until the present AM 
transmitter, which is getting old, fin¬ 
ally becomes unserviceable. 

•Cemetery Rd. will, like House Rd. 

(or Rooty Hill, as it appears on most" 
maps), be brought up out of its gully 
and converted into a scenic drive.j 
•A new fire station and alarm cewbre '{ 
I at the Works Depot will improve fire j 


protection on the Island. 

•A scholarship will be available 
for continuing education if there is 
an especially deserving student who 
needs it. 

THE BEST NEWS in the budget was 
that the Assembly intends to keep 
Norfolk self-supporting without eating 
further into past years' savings, and 
without adopting monev-raising mea¬ 
sures that plague people elsewhere: 
no income tax, no land rates, no 
death duties, no sales tax, no stamp 
duty, no ’’value-added” tax, no bed 
tax. 

Customs duties are also being held 
at their present low levels for many 
items that help give the Island a 
shopping attraction for visitors - cam¬ 
eras, watches, radios and sound equi- 
ment, jewellery and many other 
products. 


SUBMISSIONS 
ON TOURISM 

PUBLIC HEARINGS of the inquiry into 
tourism on Norfolk, being carried out 
for the Legislative Assembly by a 
three-member Select Committee, 
will go into recess until early August 
after hearing evidence from Mr. John 
Riley, chairman of East-West Airlines, 
on July 8th. 

In the first round of hearings the 
Select Committee heard evidence from 
Alan Payne, president of the Accommo¬ 
dation Proprietors Association, accom¬ 
panied by Kath Bowall, secretary; Ray 
Brennan, manager of the Norfolk Island 
Tourist Bureau, accompanied by Roger 
Newman, Chairman of the Tourist 
Board; John Brown, chairman of direc¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island Airlines, and 
Geoff Bennett, president of the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce. 

The hearings to date have been held 
on successive Thursdays at 4pm in the 
new Court Room,at Kingston. They 
are open to the public. 

From early August the Select Com¬ 
mittee will be available to hear any¬ 
one, including private individuals, who 
wants to provide information or opin¬ 
ions related to the committee's terms 
of reference. Written submissions are 
preferred - in addition to a personal 
appearance - but are not required. 

Appointments with the committee 
can be arranged through its secretary, 
Mrs. Ella Reynolds, or through the 
Legislative Assembly office. 
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Kingston Plans Revealed 


A "MANAGEMENT PLAN" for conserv¬ 
ing and making the most out of Nor¬ 
folk's main historic area - Kingston 
and Arthur's Vale - has been complet¬ 
ed by a distinguished planning group 
after nearly a year of work. 

A report and recommendations for 
the plan are contained in a two-vol¬ 
ume publication of about 200 pages 
tabled in the Legislative Assembly in 
June. Copies of the report are scarce. 
Assembly Members have them, and 
a single copy has been placed in the 
Norfolk Island Library. Plans are to 
print the report in some quantity - 
presumably after it has been approved - 
and have them on sale. 

If the plan is carried out it will 
probably have a major impact on the 
impression tourists gain of Norfolk. 

The impression Kingston makes on 
visitors at present is mainly shaped 
by what guides tell them on organised 
tours, and what notions occur to them 
as they drive through the area. 

The Management Plan envisions a 
far more informative and interpretive 
"experience" for visitors, drawing 
them to Kingston for as many as five 
substantial trips to the old settlement 
during a single holiday here. 

COMMENT 

The plan requires endorsement and 
probably new laws from both the Leg¬ 
islative Assembly and the Common¬ 
wealth. It is open for comment from 
the public, and is subject to change, 
before the laws are enacted. 

The aims of the plan are to con¬ 
serve Kingston and Arthur's Vale per¬ 
manently, to allow continued use of 
the area by residents much as they 
use it now, to encourage people to 
visit and understand the area, and to 
manage the area well. 

The area included in the plan 
reaches from Bloody Bridge to the 
hilltops above Watermill Valley - in 
size, perhaps 1/10 of Norfolk. 

Problems of concern to the working 
group that prepared the plan include 
erosion on the hillsides; sand mining 
and the tip at Pt. Hunter; the intru¬ 
sive appearance of the Paradise Hotel, 
Islander Lodge and Panorama Court; 
the soldier-like rows of pines that have 
been planted; and the appearance of 
the bathing sheds at Slaughter and 
Emily bays. 

The plan recommends dealing with 
those problems by some tree plant¬ 


ing on the hillsides; turfing over the 
Pt, Hunter tip; demolishing the Para¬ 
dise - with a new hotel being accep¬ 
table, if properly designed, to the 
East of the present hotel; painting 
the two hillside apartment buildings 
a color that blends into the land¬ 
scape, and screening them with trees 
and shrubs; adding some clusters of 
pines to break up the regularity of 
the pine avenues now growing; and re¬ 
placing the bathing sheds with "more 
sympathetically located and designed 
structures". 

To prevent damage to the area, the 
plan recommends that no changes or 
repairs should be made on any historic 
buildings, and no excavating done, 
without expert advice beforehand. 

The double-house ruin at No.2 Qual¬ 
ity Row should be reconstructed, the 
plan recommends, and the Old Court 
in the administration building should 
be restored to its appearance when it 
was first built in 1897. 

MUSEUM 

Norfolk's Museum should be located 
in the convict store building at the pier, 
with its offices in the Engineers Cottage. 
The Crank Mill building should not be 
converted to a museum, but should be 
preserved much as it is, with emphasis 
on its old use. 

Volume II of the report contains sub¬ 
reports on subjects including land¬ 
scaping, the Museum, archeology, and 
bow the area can best be interpreted to 
visitors. The archeological sub-report 
is a digest from a much larger report 
yet to be published, but even Tn digest 
form it is a wealth of information about 
the points of interest in the area - some 
300 of them. Each is named, described, 
and commented on, some in fascinating 
detail. 


COST 

The costs of carrying out the plan and 
managing the area over the years should 
be shared between Norfolk and the Com¬ 
monwealth, the report recommends, 
with the Commonwealth paying the 
main costs of conserving and maintain¬ 
ing all of the historic structures. Nor¬ 
folk should continue paying for roads, 
drainage, cattle control (cattle would 
still roam free in most of the area, as 
now), sport and recreation facilities. 


the jetty, landscaping, tourist facili¬ 
ties and services, the Museum, displays, 
walking tracks, lookouts and signs. 

VISITORS TO the historic area in 
another few years will take home a 
richer and stronger memory of the old 
settlement than most do now - if the 
general plan is carried out. 

They will have a choice of planned 
walks to take through the area, each 
with a pamphlet showing and explain¬ 
ing what they will find along the way. 

There will be a self-guided auto tour, 
with strip maps to follow for people who 
would rather drive. 

Displays at the Museum at the pier 
will give visitors a general background 
idea of the area, so they can then go 
see for themselves. 

Coach tour operators will have a 
world of properly-researched facts to 
draw on, so they can be more expert 
guides. 

There will be explanatory signs, unob¬ 
trusively positioned, which will tell 
visitors what they are looking at - and 
"diagramatic description plates" at 
sites like the Crank Mill, the lime kiln 
and the'salt works, showing what used 
to go on there. 

A viewing platform is recommended 
at the old jail, so people will be able 
to look down on the grounds and see how 
the buildings and cells were arranged. 

"Rangers" may be employed to care 
for the area and to provide authorita¬ 
tive information to visitors. And even¬ 
tually there may be local actors, in 
authentic period dress, to tell people 
about Kingston and Arthur's Vale as if 
they had lived there long ago. 

The Management Plan report sets out 
a possible story-line for the message 
visitors will be given about the area. 

It was prepared by an expert from the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
after only two days here, and he says 
that he has not really had adequate 
time to study the situation. 

He suggests four consecutive "stories" 
on which separate tours could be based. 
These are the geologic creation of the 
Island itself;; the w'ay the landscape was 
shaped over thousands of years; the way- 
plants, birds and animals came to exist 
on the Island; and the colonization of 
the Island by man, starting with Poly¬ 
nesian visits and carrying through to 
the present. The Second Settlement, 
when most Kingston buildings were 
built, seems to be predominant in the 
"colonization by man" story, with 
little indicated attention to the Pit¬ 
cairn settlement era starting in 1856. 
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Medium Jets the best choice, Dept, says 


A "FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL Impact 
Statement” on the up#ading of Nor¬ 
folk Island Airport to medium jet stan¬ 
dard was issued by Australia’s Depart¬ 
ment of Transport in June. Copies of 
the statement, which contains 37 pages 
of text and 11 diagrams, were placed 
on sale on the Island. 

The statement's conclusions are - 
Cthe best way of continuing a "mod¬ 
ern and economic air link to Norfolk 
Island from Australia" is to introduce 
medium jet aircraft. 

#the introduction of F28'-size aircraft, 
even with less frequent flights, "may 
require a stricter application of re¬ 
strictions on entry by the local Admin¬ 
istration". 

•environmental consequences of the 
upgrading "do not appear to be a ma¬ 
jor problem" except for noise at 
Bishop's Court and the Church of Eng¬ 
land residence. 

•some environmental aspects, such as 
the effects of air turbulence on the 
structure of St. Barnabas Chapel; "may 
need further study, or at least contin¬ 
ual monitoring". 

•the extensions and upgrading works 
will be confined within the existing 
airport boundaries. About 500 metres 
of Ferny Lane, starting at the T-junc¬ 
ture with Country Rd, is actually in¬ 
side the airport boundary, and will be 
relocated ab.out..l 00 metres farther 
southeast. : 

•the terminal and parking area will 
not be enlarged. 

•depending on the direction of take¬ 
off and landing, F28s will make a lot 
of noise over a strip Of land up to 
1600 metres wide, from Kingston to 
the centre of Norfolk's west coast. At 
the Admin building. Government 
House and Quality Row the noise will 
be "barely acceptable" for up to 30 
seconds on an Eastward take-off. 

•F28s are expected to create only 
1/14 as much air pollution as Norfolk 
cars already do. 

•the effect on Norfolk birds is impos¬ 
sible to predict accurately, "but the 
weight of evidence strongly suggests 
that they may be little affected, if 
at all”. 

•slightly larger aircraft such as the 
737 and BAC111 might possibly be 
able to use the upgraded airport, but 
would need specific study, including 
a separate"environmental impact 
statement. 

The Department's statement expres¬ 
ses the view that other classes of 
aircraft are not satisfactory for pro¬ 
viding the Sydney-Norfolk service. 


Continued use of F27s is "unaccep¬ 
table" because they infringe the 90- 
minute rule. 

Norfolk Island Airlines' KingAirs do 
not provide what is technically classed 
as an "airline service", and "it may • 
be impractical" to handle the Island's 
peak traffic periods with them. 

The Dash-7 is expected to be much 
more costly to operate then the F27s, 
requiring either much higher air fares 
or a Commonweal* Government sub¬ 
sidy. 

Boeing 727s would be muchnoiser than 
the F28and would require an airport 
upgrading coating $12-14 million as 
compared with the estimated $6 mil¬ 
lion for the F28s. 

Commuter jet aircraft such as the 12- 
passenger Cessna Citation would require 
little or no airport upgrading, but the 
larger number of flights required would 
be a disadvantage on Norfolk and at 
the Sydney airport. 

. .The'statement takes note of public 
comments made on the 1.975 draft en¬ 
vironmental impact statement, when 
larger planes were being planned for. 
Comments made by 29 individuals and 
groups then are enumerated. In a-,, 
section headed "Assessment of public 
comments" various points that were 
made are tabulated, but the term 
"assessment" appears to be used in an 
unusual sense, as no evaluation is made 
of their significance. They are simply 
included. The statement invites no 
further comments. 

A four-page supplement of "Notes" 


on the statement, made after the 
printed booklet had been completed, 
amends the statement in some ways and 
according to the Department "should 
be read in conjunction with" the state¬ 
ment. The Notes include a plan draw¬ 
ing of the proposed works, which shows 
the main runway being slightly re¬ 
aligned, and indicates some extension 
to the terminal building, apparently 
minor. 


a mini-editorial 

WITHIN A FEW MONTHS Australia 
will be weighing a final decision on 
whether the Norfolk airport should be 
upgraded to take F28 jets. The De¬ 
partment of Transport recommends 
the upgrading, and the Legislative 
Assembly supports it. 

There is a groundswell of genuinely 
concerned opposition to the plan. It 
has been pointed out that in at least 
one respect - the effect of jets on 
Norfolk birds - the Department's an¬ 
alysis seems quite superficial. Yet 
it is almost certain that the upgrad¬ 
ing will go ahead unless a reliable, 
preferable alternative to the F28 is 
able to be shown. 

There may be no alternative, but 
we question whether a serious enough 
effort has yet teen made to find one. 

Norfolk is worth the effort. 



RESORT & DESIGNER WEAR 
BOUTIQUE 

Imported Clothing & Accessories 
from 

NEW YORK, HONOLULU, MEXICO 
Up driveway opposite Bowling Club 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 




On Sundays we bring back the 

English Village Pub 

LUNCH f< DINNER 

SUNDAY LUNCH FROM 12.30 - 3.00 ^/sUNDAY DINNER FROM 6.00 - 10.00 



from $2.50, dishes such as 

English cold pork pie 
Cumberland rough-cut sausages 
the simple Ploughmans lunch 
hearty home made Soup 

ALSO FEATURING THE GARRISON'S FAVOURITE WOOD-FIRED CHARCOAL GRILL 
DISHES, INCLUDING NEW ZEALAND'S BEST BEEF • DOUB LE-S MOK E D LOCAL 
HAM. PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR US • FISH FROM THE ISLAND’S ABUNDANT 
WATERS # DELICIOUS FRESH SALADS WITH HERBS FROM OUR OWN GARDEN 
HOT COBS OF FRESH COUNTRY BREAD • NORFOLK'S PREMIER WINE CELLAR 


AT THE GARRISON 

FULLY LICENSED RING 2073 TO RESERVE A TABLE 




“PLEASE DON'T SPOIL IT.. 


Letters 


IN MAY Karlene Christian wrote a let¬ 
ter about the proposed Norfolk airport 
upgrading to the editors of a number 
of publications in Australia and New 
Zealand. It was widely published. 

The letter;expressed a deep concern 
few the harmful effects that large jet 
airliners could bring to the Island, and 
expressed the hope that the people of 
Norfolk could resist the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment’s plan. It asked sympathetic 
people to write to the Norfolk Islander 
or The News. 

The News has received some 70 let¬ 
ters from such people. We believe 
many of them were concerned that 
large jets - 747s or DClOs - might be 
coming to Norfolk, and that the Nor¬ 
folk airport might be greatly enlarged 
to handle them. This is clearly not 
the proposal, which is based on 70- 
passenger F28 jets, and a very limited 
extension of one runway. 

The proposed upgrading raises some 
serious questions about the Island's en¬ 
vironment and about future growth in 
tourism here, and many residents are 
genuinely concerned about these ques- 


Sir, 

I was very interested to read Karlene 
Christian's article in the Evening Post 
last Thursday of Australia wanting to 
increase the size of the runway at 
your airport to take jet planes. I for 
one, would loathe to think of this hap¬ 
pening, To me, Norfolk Island is one 
of the few places on this planet where 
one can unwind in such a relaxing at¬ 
mosphere, forgetting the rush and evil 
of the outside world. It is paradise . 

I have been to Norfolk Island three 
times in the last six years and intend 
coming over again next April. 

1 have always found the people 
friendly and helpful and the shopping 
excellent and never tire of the beauty 
of the place. 

The tourist trade that the jet planes 
would bring would ruin your island 
and your wonderful way of life. The 
dollars wouldn’t compensate. 

I wish you every success in keeping 
Norfolk Island as it is for many years 
to come. 

Good luck ' 

Yours sincerely, 

Dorothy Harper, Porirua, N.Z. 


tions. The degree of alarm felt by 
many Australians and New Zealanders 
who wrote in response to Karlene 
Christian’s letter may, however, have 
been based on a degree of misunder¬ 
standing. 

Quite apart from the specific matter 
of whether, or how much, the Norfolk 
airport should be upgraded, the let¬ 
ters prompted by Karlene Christian’s 
appeal have a very great significance 
for Norfolk Island. They reveal a 
depth of affection and concern for 
Norfolk that has probably never before 
been shown so clearly. They show 
that a very large number of people 
believe Norfolk has something precious 
which is becoming rarer in the world 
every year. They are saying some¬ 
thing about the Island that we who live 
here may tend to forget, because we 
are so accustomed to it. 

We are printing many of the letters 
In full - not as a campaign against 
the upgrading of the airport (which is 
a complicated issue, not adequately 
dealt with in the letters) but because 
they are an unprecedented expression 
of something many in the outside 
world feel about our Island. We regret 
we have been unable to print all of 
them. They are still arriving, and 
are as intelligently written and 
caring as the ones we have printed. 


Sir, 

I read with interest the letter writ¬ 
ten to the Sunday Mail by Karlene 
Christian. It is nice to know that 
your younger folk are looking to Nor¬ 
folk Island's future. 

My husband and I have been to the 
island twice and hope to come again 
soon. We live in a place where we 
cater for the tourist trade, but with 
increased tourist interest come more 
and more problems one way and 
another. 

We found your beautiful Island so 
peaceful and the natural beauty is won¬ 
derful to see. 

Don’t have it spoiled by bigger planes, 
more people and more problems. Keep 
it as it is, as I'm sure that is what most 
of the folk who have been there think. 

Don't pollute it any more than you 
have to. It is a place which we would 
have loved to have made our home, so 
we have quite a spot for it in our hearts. 

Hope the folk wake up before it is 
too late. 

Good luch to all. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hazel English, Alexandra H'land 


Sir, 

'I am concerned at a report in the "Ev¬ 
ening Post" newspaper, published in 
Wellington, N.Z., that the Australian 
Government is considering plans to ex¬ 
pand Norfolk Island's airport, enabling 
large jet aircraft to land. 

My wife and I visited your Island In 
November 1978 and were impressed by 
the lifestyle on Norfolk, as well as it’s 
historical and natural endowments. 

The point that concerns me is that if 
a large scale tourist industry is opened 
up by virtue of large jet transport, I 
feel that the very way of life of Norfolk 
Island would be swamped. As things 
are now, I believe the population of 
approximately 2, 000 copes with ap¬ 
proximately 24, 000 tourists annually, 
the maximum number recommended 
by a Royal Commission is realistic. 

An increase in the number of tourists 
would, I am sure, serve only to change 
the Island lifestyle - certainly one of 
the major attractions of visiting Norfolk 
a quiet, relaxing, naturally beautiful 
and historically fascinating island. This 
would be apart from the untold damage 
that would be done in establishing a 
larger airport - both in the area of ex¬ 
tension and possible quarrying for 
materials. 

My wife and I arrived from New Zea¬ 
land in a turbo prop Friendship aircraft - 
more than adequate from our point of 
view and it sure would be a shame for 
Norfolk Island to be turned into a highly 
commercialised tourist resort such as 
Hawaii or Tahiti, losing its natural 
attraction to bureaucratic commercial 
interests which would surely follow the 
coming of large jet aircraft. 

Surely, it is only humanly democra¬ 
tic for the people of Norfolk Island to 
decide their future - if the Island's 
future is decided otherwise, it would 
seem to be a situation similar to that 
which is causing the Olympic Games 
boycott!' 

Keep jets and overseas commercialism 
out of Norfolk Island unless asked for 
by the inhabitants.: . 

Yours faithfully, ' ' * 

R.H. Wiley, Trentham, N.Z. 


Sir. 

With reference to Karlene Louise 
Christian's "Letter to the Editor" (The 
Sunday Mari, May 25th, 1980) we, be¬ 
ing recent visitors to Norfolk Island, 
most certainly agree that the Island 
should remain as it is. 

Apparently a wonderful Avenue of 
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Norfolk island Pines was sacrificed for 

the existing Airport, which is quite 
large enough for such a tiny island. 

The airplanes flying in from the South*- 
em States and New Zealand now, to 
us, seem quite large enough-. Any 
further quarrying and earthworks 
would be a great shame! 

To make this delightful place another 
Fiji, Hawaii etc., would be sacri¬ 
lege, as I think most visitors would 
agree. As it is now, Norfolk Island 
is an absolute joy to visit. 

Yes, we agree - "don't spoil it* IV. 

Yours faithfully, 

K. & A. Dobcke, Brisbane 


Sir, 

I have visited Norfolk Island several 
times during the past 8 years. I agree 
whole-heartedly with all you have to 
say in your letter of 6th May, which 
I read in the published here 

20-6-80. 

As you so rightly say, the Island is a 
haven. The restorations, the develop¬ 
ment 1 have noticed up to the present 
time are of great benefit. The Island 
in itself is unique. To contemplate 
increasing the number of tourists sub¬ 
stantially could only mean disaster. 

It would completely change the char¬ 
acter of the Island, it no longer being 
a haven not only for the residents but 
for the visitors too. The tranquility 
for which it is famous would neces¬ 
sarily disappear. 1 sincerely hope 
your appeal will be successful. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. Cassidy. Bellevue Hill 


Sir, 

Having read Karlene Christian's 
letter on Norfolk Island in the Sun¬ 
day Mall, my wife and I : would like 
,to say we agjtee most Whole-hearted¬ 
ly with the sentiments expressed. We 
have enjoyed the peaceful beauty of 
your small island on numerous occa¬ 
sions and enjoyed it immensely. To 
change it by enlarging the airfield 
would be a disaster in our minds. Let 
us hope your island remains as it is, 
a beautiful quiet little haven in the 
Pacific. 

Sincerely yours, 

R. & D. Giddins, Brisbane 


Sir, 

I wish to protest at plans to expand 
Norfolk Island airport. This proposal 
would be of jio benefit w Norfolk ls- 
land and would take away its quiet 
charm. This is what brings people to 
Norfolk Island. There is no other 
place like it on earth. Please let it 


,,remain that way.. «.j 

I visited the island in January 1970 
when the DC-4s were operating and 
enjbyed the slow trip there. I intend" 
to come again in the not too distant 
future. However if such a develop¬ 
ment goes ahead, I for one, would 
not want to visit Norfolk Island again. 
Yours faithfully, 

(Mrs) R. G. Eyles, Pennant Hills 


Sir. 

Miss K. L, Christian is to be congra¬ 
tulated on her letter, which was pub- 
, lished in the* Sydney Morning Herald' 
on 20th May, 1980 and I am sure 
that there are many who will echo 
her sentiments regarding the 'Island'. 

In spite of its early harsh and cruel 
history as a convict penal settlement, 
it can more surely be described as a 
•Paradise Island*. My family has 
twice enjoyed the hospitality of its 
people and beautiful scenery and it 
will not be the last time We will 
visit the Island, God willing. 

My wife's family has a link With the 
Island as her father's birth is the first 
recorded in the Register on the Island 
and her grandfather was granted land 
on the hill between Taylors Road and 
Middlegate Road, also a lease of the 
land surrounding the Mill adjacent to 
the Common, near Country Road. 

1 remember on one of our visits, 
there was a proposal to acquire 40 
acres to extend the Airport and to seal 
the surface in order to improve the 
landing facilities for more modem 
aircraft. I mourn the passing of the 
Douglas aircraft we travelled in, but 
realise that they could not last forever. 

However, I feel that to spoil the 
Island by converting it into a fixed 
aircraft carrier would be an adverse . _ 

move which would - encroach on the 
environment of the Island and remove 
some of die natural beauth of the site. 

With the modem trend to aircraft 
with, the ability to land and take off 
from shorter runways, and also towards 
quieter aircraft, I believe that the 
area could better be served by improv¬ 
ing the existing facilities without the 
acquisition of a larger portion of the 
limited area of the Island, and pos¬ 
sibly more frequent serViSes bf the 
present aircraft... 

My family and 1 heartily support 
your efforts to improve the- facilities 
within the existing bounds of the air¬ 
port and may your efforts be success¬ 
ful. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert C. Anderson, Telopea 


■ 

Sir, 

I recently read in the Wellington 


"Evening Post" an article by Miss 
karlene Christian, voicing her con¬ 
cern at the possible expansion of the 
m Norfolk Island Airport to accomodate 
iarge jet planes. My husband and I 
visited diere last February, and after 
a span of six years since our previous 
visit, we were delighted that so little 
change had occurred. The few new 
shops and charming new homes were 
appreciated but did not alter the 
friendly peaceful atmosphere. 

We would regret to see perhaps a 
“mini motorway" to accomodate in¬ 
creased airport traffic and ultra mod¬ 
ern hotels several stories high. We 
trust the hidden unknown bureaucrats 
will leave well enough alone. 

My husband and I hope to visit 
Norfolk Island again and trust that we 
find it the same delightful place, 
please don't let anyone spoil it. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hellen O. Lawrence, Lower Hutt 


Sir, 

I support the Norfolk Islanders with 
a protest against expanding the air¬ 
port, Can't the people be left to 
live in peace and quiet in their beau¬ 
tiful world. 

The world is going mad, or the 
people are, from traffic noises and 
speed. Soon there will not be a 
place in the world to live in quiet 
and study nature. Some say it's pro¬ 
gress. .yes, but progressing backwards. 

From one who cares about our 
beautiful world. 

Yours sincerely 

(Mrs.) E. Lane, Wynnum Hts. Old. 


Sir, 

Having enjoyed a holiday with my 
family last December on your delight¬ 
ful Island, I would really hate to see 
it. ; “developed“, which is a hateful 
word, as it inevitably means 'spoiled*. 
I love the Island and its people as 
they are. Hoping your campaign 
succeeds. 

Yours truly, 

Jean Douglas, Brisbane Qld. 


Sir, 

...... -As a past and (I hope) a future visi¬ 
tor to Norfolk Island, I am writing in 
support of the protest against the ex - 
pa.n$ton of the island airport. To me 
it would be disappointing indeed, if 
the Island's present character and 
attractions are lost or even adversely 
,<affected injthe interests of eommer- 
’.|;cial exploitation. 

As Karlene Christian pointed out in 
| her letter to the Brisbane Sunday Mail, 
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there are already numerous resorts 
of the Gold Coast type. So why create 
another one on Norfolk Island? 

Anyway, I believe that it ought to 
be for Norfolk Islanders themselves 
to decide what should or shquld not 
be done to their island and their way 
of life. 

I am afraid you will have a diffi¬ 
cult task to persuade the present Can¬ 
berra administration to put the wel¬ 
fare of Norfolk Island people ahead 
of commercial interests. However, 
if sufficient numbers of residents 
and visitors support your compaign, 
it could prove successful. I sincerely 
hope so. 

Yours faithfully, 

W.H. Fischer, Brisbane, Qld. 


Sir, 

We are writing in response to a let¬ 
ter in the Sunday Mail, 25/5/80, writ¬ 
ten by Karlene Louise Christian to pro¬ 
test the Australian Government lay¬ 
ing plans to expand the airport. 

We have had two lovely holidays 
on your Island, the last as recent as 
last September, and 1 fully agree 
that, if the Federal Government 
starts there, it will not be to the 
advantage of the Island and its beau¬ 
tiful setting. Wishing you success in 
your campaign. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. & M. Dahl, Brisbane, Qld. 


Sir, 

I have recently returned from a stay 
on your lovely Island - and today I've 
read your letter in "The Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald". 

I can not support your views or your 
efforts to stop the upgrading of the 
Island’s airport. This is 1980 - and 
there are no longer any outposts of 
Australia. Your Island survives only 
because we, the tourists, come to you. 
So why stop progress --should we not 
have the pleasure of reaching the island 
in two hours instead of four. You seek 
young people to visit your island and 
yet you will not upgrade your hotels to 
the mainland standard. What can the 
Island offer the young. One stay at 
the Hotel would be enough 

to make anyone think of even return¬ 
ing to Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island is part of Australia - 
whether you like it or not, the air¬ 
port will be made safe for jets to 
land and with this will come the im¬ 
provements the Island so badly needs. 

To the Islanders I say - admire your 
past history, but don’t live in it. For 
instance, the giving of dictatorial 


powers to your Mr. Buffett - and the 
restriction of many of us who would 
like to settle cm Norfolk, shows reflec¬ 
tion of the past in this selfish act. 

Yours sincerely, 

D.C. Tuffy, Clarendon, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

I wish to add our signatures to endorse 
the letter appearing in the Brisbane Sun¬ 
day Mail on 25-5-80, referring to the 
Airlines attempting to land jets, on Nor¬ 
folk Island. During our stay at the Nor¬ 
folk Hotel, in March, with Skennars 
group, we were very happy and impres¬ 
sed with the lovely peaceful life on 
the Island. We have recommended 
that many of our relatives pay the Is¬ 
land a visit, as well as many friends. 

It is our sincere wish to visit your love¬ 
ly island again next year. Out of all 
our travels, it our favourite place for 
a holiday. We sincerely hope that jet 
planes will never get the facilities to 
enable them to land and destroy the 
tranquility of a really beautiful island. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Alice Podd, Mr. Alex Emery, 
Mrs. C. Arnell, John Bellary 
Manly, West Queensland 


Sir, 

As recent visitors to your beautiful 
island, my mother and I would like to 
add our voices to the protest against 
jet aircraft being allowed on Norfolk. 

Our holiday was one of peace and 
tranquility, which is so unique in this 
world today, and we look forward to 
the time when we can return and hope 
to find it unchanged. 

We wish you every success in your 
plea for preservation. 

Yours faithfully, 

Lorraine E. Fisher 
M. E. Fisher, Brisbane 


Sir, 

Following Miss Christian's letter to 
the Sydney Morning Herald, I wish to 
express my feelings. 

My qualifications are nil - merely 
the memories of a far too short holi¬ 
day on your lovely island. 

I believe that the introduction of 
’’too-large" jet aeroplanes to Norfolk 
would ruin the island. It’s main at¬ 
traction, apart from historical aspects, 
must be the peace and quiet. Tourists 
will not visit the Island if it becomes 
too commercialised. 

On the other hand, tourists spend 
only a short time on the Island. They 
must not be allowed to dictate the 
future of the Island. The people who 
live on Norfolk should have that right. 


If the Islanders want large jet aero¬ 
planes, they should work to get them; 
if they do not, they should not be 
forced to accept them. Many cities, 
including Sydney, want airports removed, 
On Norfolk there is nowhere else to put 
an airport. 

I would support the Islanders in the 
choice they make. 

(Mrs.) Trudie Rogers, 

Burwood, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

As past visitors to Norfolk Island we 
wish to add our support to a protest 
against expansion of the airport. 

The resultant earthworks of enlarging 
the air-strip can only scar the beauty 
of this small island, and raising of 
tourist numbers and supporting ameni¬ 
ties would bring unwanted change to the 
charm of rural peace, which is the main 
attraction to holiday makers. 

Yours sincerely, 

J. & P.C. Icely, Roseville, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

After reading the letter in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on 20th May, written 
by Miss K. L. Christian, I would like 
to give all my support in any possible, 
to those who are trying to keep Norfolk 
Island a place of peace and beauty. 

In 1963 I had the pleasure of a two 
week stay on the Island, and it was 
really delightful, but since I have 
heard reports of things happening, 
which rather disturb me. Such as the 
dumping of rubbish in the sea at Head¬ 
stone, which no doubt is because of the 
increased tourist volume now visiting 
Norfolk. 

The enlargement of the airport will 
certainly detract from the beauty of 
the Island, will bring more noise and 
pollution, and more tourists, which I 
think must be kept strictly limited, 
according to the size of the Island, 
otherwise more natural areas will have 
to be made available for more build¬ 
ings, roads, etc., and so it goes on. 

Those people in controlling positions 
in Sydney and Canberra only seem in¬ 
terested in turning everything possible 
into dollars, and we are fighting this 
all the time. Sydney has lost much of 
its bushland, and some of our best 
areas on the outskirts of Sydney are 
being cut up for homes, just to extend 
a spreading sea of backyards which 
produce nothing. We are fighting 
against the building of a huge gaol 
the government want to build right in 
the middle of good agricultural ground, 
we are fighting to save the last bit of 
rainforest left in this State, we are 
fighting against Barrier Reef drilling, 
etc. We have seen uncontrolled de- 
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veiopment in the Gold Coast areas, it 
is still going on, and on my last recent 
visit there I was not impressed. This 
kind of "progress" as they call it, cer¬ 
tainly does nothing to beautify any 
place, or does not make peaceful liv¬ 
ing possible. 

I strongly urge you to resist airport 
development by peaceful means, but 
failing that, all Islanders should com¬ 
bine In force to stop the bulldozers 
moving in. I wish you best of luck 
in your efforts. 

Yours faithfully, 

Geoffrey N. Frost, Denistone East 


Sir, 

God forbid and perish the thought - 
its beyond thinking about, the idea of 
your little island becoming another 
Fiji, Tahiti or Hawaii is too awful, 
and not worth thinking about. Frank¬ 
ly I never thought this could, or would 
happen. With high-powered jets, your 
bird life would suffer as would your 
animal life because of pollution and 
noise. Those beautiful horses and the 
cattle keeping the grass "mown" 
wouldn't know what to do - the whole 
atmosphere would be ruined - peace, 
silence and your 'character' atmos¬ 
phere as well. Don't let this happen. 

To accomodate all these future tour¬ 
ists, your amenities for them would 
be all modem buildings. Burnt Pine 
would probably have street lighting, 
and poor old Cyclops would look like 
a candle!! Keep what you have, for 
keeps. I always remember a travel 
brochure which said, "If you want a 
boring holiday, come to Norfolk" - no 
way was I bored - so much to do, and 
done in your pace when time Is no object, 
just peace, silence and heaven. Austra¬ 
lia is so Americanised, as are all those 
Pacific tourist 'havens' - don't let Nor¬ 
folk be another one. Good luch to you 
all, fight for survival - don't let Can¬ 
berra win. Save the haven. 

Best wishes, 

Patricia Hodgsa, Upper Hurt, N. Z. 


Sir. 

In reply to Miss K. L. Christian's let¬ 
ter of 5/5/80 to the Herald. I wish to 
offer my opinion, as one who has made 
three holiday trips to the Island and 
hopes to continue to do so. 1 consider 
the extension to the runway in order to 
take jets as a step in the right direction 
for all concerned. 

I'm very fond of the Island, but on 
three occasions have endured five hour 
nightmare bone-rattling flights, which 
are outrageous for a 1440 km trip. 

True, these flights were on the DC4's 
which are now replaced by Foker 


Friendships but even these 'planes, 
although more reliable, are slow, small 
and turbulent, and without runway ex¬ 
tensions, the largest that may land 
there. 

I presonally hope it is not a "viola¬ 
tion of paradise - , as I'm sure it's in¬ 
tended as an improvement and I doubt 
that there will be any significant change 
in the Island due to this extension. As 
shipping is limited to cargo, one would 
hope the flights will continue on a 
regular basis. Certainly until the fuel 
runs out, then it will be a long swim. 

Hoping your anxiety is unfounded. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. Evans, Mortlake, N.S, W, 


Sir. 

We read, with dismay, the letter to 
the Sydney Morning Herald from Miss 
K, L. Christian. 

The pleasure we experienced (and hope 
to repeat) from a holiday on Norfolk Is¬ 
land was the result of the unspoiled sim¬ 
plicity of the Island. 

We feel that any change which would 
bring about a "commercial" atmosphere 
on the Island, is to be dbplored. 

We sincerely hope that you and your 
fellow residents on Norfolk Island will 
be successful in your endeavours to re¬ 
sist any such changes. 

Yours faithfully, 

Cecily & Keith Sonenfield, Vaucluse 


Sir, 

I was distressed to read in the Auck¬ 
land Star, Friday 16th' May, that there 
is a possibility of extending the airport 
on Norfolk Island. I was there on holi¬ 
day over Easter 1978, and was impress¬ 
ed with the island's beauty and tran¬ 
quility. To increase the size of the 
airport, allowing larger planes to land 
and take off would be greatly detrimen¬ 
tal to the peace and quiet which reigns. 
The increase in the numbers of tour¬ 
ists and the resultant increase in hotels 
would also spoil die island. 

I am very much against this proposal 
and hope the idea to increase the length 
of the runway will be dropped. 

Yours faithfully, 

Vicky Young, Auckland, N.Z. 


Sir, 

I read with horror the article printed 
in the Auckland Star tonight, saying 
that the Australian Government want 
to extend the runway at Norfolk air¬ 
port and bring in larger planes. How 
can they even contemplate the taking 
in of big machinery and desecrating 
the beautiful bush that exists now. 

You say that 24, 000 visitors visit the 


Island each year. Isn't that enough 
for them, without ruining the Island’s 
main charm. The peace and tranquil¬ 
ity of the Island is the main reason I 
go there. In this world of rush and 
bustle, what an oasis.it is. 1 was 
there in 1978 and 1979, and I'll be 
there again this year in November. 

As it is, over here, we have to book 
up rather early to make sure of a 
flight and accommodation, so there 
must be a lot of people like me. 
Admittedly, the shopping is a big 
attraction, but that's second to the 
beautiful scenery that will be spoilt 
with the noise and pollution that the 
big planes will bring. After all, the 
Island is only small, why not keep it 
that way. 

Yours truly, 

Mona Burrows, Auckland, N.Z. 


Sir, 

It was with consternation that I 
recently read in my Ideal newspaper 
an article regarding proposed exten¬ 
sions to the runway at Norfolk Island 
to take larger aircraft. 

I can only think that this is another 
attempt by the Australian Government 
to undermine the autonomy of Nor¬ 
folk, using the airlines. Having put 
larger aircraft on die Island service, 
they will want to either reduce the 
frequency of flights, thereby taking 
away a vital communication link, 
or, more likely, demand increased 
hotel and restaurant facilities as they 
flood the island with tourists. 

I can see it now. The next step 
would be to build casinos etc., to 
"entertain" these people. As any 
tourist who has enjoyed the pleasures 
of Norfolk will tell you, there is no 
need for touristy entertainments like 
that on Norfolk. The style, atmos¬ 
phere and setting are total entertain¬ 
ment. Paradise today. 

A paradise that will be destroyed 
by influxes of large numbers of tour¬ 
ists, because as facilities expand, 
more and more outsiders will be 
needed to help run the island, and 
as the permanent population grows, 
there will be a dissipation of the 
natural aura of your people and is¬ 
land heritage. 

I only hope that those of you who 
have the spirit and fortitude of the 
"Bounty", be it by blood, or associ¬ 
ation, have the strength to win out 
against the government and any 
money-minded local inhabitants who 
wish to exploit the island. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ian G. Wright, Canterbury, N.Z. 
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Sir, 

We would like to add our protest 
to those of the island residents re¬ 
garding the proposed jet extension 
with its consequent pollution and 
spoiling of what is the last little 
bit of Paradise" left in the Pacific. 

My husband and 1 spent 10 days on 
Norfolk in 1976, accompanied by 
my elderly parents, and we had a 
lovely, peaceful holiday exploring 
the highways and by-ways and enjoying 
our contacts with the local people and 
the general leisurely life-style of the 
Island. A huge influx of extra visitors 
would certainly result in a commercial- 
style resort instead of the tranquil, 
peaceful spot that it still is. 

Yours sincerely, 

Randell & Beryl Bird, Tamworth 


Sir, 

Following an article by Miss K.L. 
Christian dated 5/5/80, which appear¬ 
ed under "Letter to the Editor" in the 
Sydney Morning Herald on Tuesday, 

20th May, I am prompted to write to 
you to express the horror and disgust 
felt by both myself and my wife to¬ 
wards the proposed extentions to the 
Norfolk Island Airport. True, the cur¬ 
rent trip to Norfolk Island by Fokker 
Friendship F27 (or even something smal¬ 
ler) is an experience not to be missed, 
but we can not believe that anyone in 
their right mind could contemplate 
destroying what we consider to be one 
of the few bastions left in the world 
today of "a reasonably civilized way 
of lifer 

Having travelled somewhat exten¬ 
sively throughout the world and seen 
what has happened to places such as 
Fiji (ugh!) and more recently Bali, I 
am pleased to see that to date the Nor¬ 
folk Islanders have taken some very 
positive steps to preserve most impor¬ 
tantly their heritage, and also what I 
believe to be a way of life that should 
be preserved at all costs. It is my firm 
belief that any major enlargement of 
the Airport complex, (apart from reduc¬ 
ing the already tiny area of the island) 
will only ultimately serve to produce 
the "nasty commercialism" that we 
have grown to know in so many other 
parts of the world. 

As Miss Christian infers, I can only 
see this development turning the is¬ 
land into an "aerial gas station" and a 
duty free stop-off-point, and feel that 
the Federal Government must be made 
to realise that money isn’t everything 
and that the present plans must be re¬ 
viewed in the interests of the Islanders, 
prospective tourists, and most impor¬ 
tantly, Norfolk itself - Let's not see 
one of the last good things in life 


destroyed before our very eyes! 

Yours faithfully, 

G.C. Neilson, Turramurra, N.S.W, 


Sir, 

We have visited your wonderful Is¬ 
land and still speak of the natural 
peace and beauty, please do not let 
it be spoilt with a larger Airport, you 
have a small Island only 3 miles by 5. 
Why would you need a larger Airport? 
We agree with Miss K. Christian, don't 
let anyone spoil that paradise which is 
your home. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. Meyer, L. Meyer, W. Meyer 

Panama N.S.W. 


Sir, 

I have never had the good fortune to 
holiday on your island, but have heard 
from friends and acquaintances who 
have, how beautifully tranquil and 
"old world" it is, and I would there¬ 
fore like to state my opinion that it 
would be a terrible shame if the peace 
and harmony of the Island were dis¬ 
turbed by the expansion of your air¬ 
port. ‘I feel, along with a growing 
number of people, that the world Is 
becoming too commercialized and 
similar, no matter where you travel, 
and 1 feel we should do our utmost to 
preserve individual cultures and ways 
of life. It seems obvious to me that 
to use the island as a stopover for in¬ 
ternational airlines, will mean that 
the quiet, traditional way of life on 
your island will be disrupted, and the 
younger generation will be enticed to 
abandon the old ways for the seeming¬ 
ly exciting world of big cities and 
fast cars. As one who lives in a big 
city, I wish to sympathise with your 
cause and say that you are lucky to 
live where you do -- the big city isn’t 
so exciting. 

Yours sincerely, 

Patricia Foertsch (Mrs.) Redfern 


Sir, 

1 visited your island last year and was 
impressed by its isolation from the 
pressures of modern life - its beauty - 
and the relaxation one experiences 
while staying there. 

It would seem a great pity that any¬ 
one could wish for a larger airfield in 
such a small island. Much of its 
beauty would be eroded, the place 
would be overrun with tourists (bad 
enough not) and the whole character 
of the island spoilt. 

Surely it is not too late to halt "the 
march of progress" - and to leave one 
place of quiet in a hurrying world. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dorothy Counell, Roseville, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

With reference to a letter from Miss 
K. L. Christian, published in "The 
Sydney Morning Herald" of 20th May, 
may I say that I support her 1007c. 

1 fell in love with Norfolk Island when 
I visited it, and cherish every memory 
of my time there, frequently looking 
at the slides I took and the postcards 
and books I purchased. It is, indeed, 
a "Paradise", and it sadly seems that 
every paradise is the target of a ser¬ 
pent (in this case the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment) which insinuates itself into 
the scene with destructive motives. 

To consider expanding the airport 
to accommodate larger jets seems 
incredibly wrong, in a 3 x 5 mile 
island which is available to the car¬ 
ing visitor to enjoy just as it is; an 
island which surely neither wants 
nor needs such an intrusion. To think 
of large scale earthworks and quarry¬ 
ing going on there is absolutely abhor¬ 
rent to me and, I am sure, to most 
other visitors who have revelled in 
the clean air and the peace of Nor¬ 
folk Island. God forbid that is should 
ever turn into a replica of the Gold 
Coast or other similar resort. 

It must NOT be defaced or degraded, 
but must stay as beautiful and peace¬ 
ful as it is - a unique place in which 
to relax and enjoy the glorious scen¬ 
ery and all the other things which 
make it what it is - a place I will 
always remember with joy and thank¬ 
fulness that 1 was privileged to visit. 

I am contacting everyone I know 
who has been to Norfolk Island, and 
asking them to write, so that the 
"sheer weight of public opinion" 
sought by Miss Christian will be forth¬ 
coming and, hopefully, will prevent 
the crime being perpetrated. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Mrs.)M. C. Butz, Willoughby 


Sir. 

I am writing in response to a letter 
published today in the Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald, from Miss K. L. Christian 
of N. I. re "Violation of paradise". 

My wife and myself have visited 
your lovely island, and were positive¬ 
ly enchanted with everything that we 
saw, and loved the uniqueness of it 
all. We doubt if there is any other 
place in the world to compare with 
it, and are dismayed to read of the 
proposals which Miss Christian 

enumerated. 

In our view, such "improvements" 
would destroy the entire character of 
the Island and we fully sympathize 
with the fears of the islanders. 

To this end, may we add our views 
to those of yours, in vehement pro¬ 
test of the proposed desecration of 
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your "paradise”. We hope that such 
an outrageous proposal will be aban¬ 
doned. 

Sincerely, 

K. Hawworth, Parramatta, N.S. W, 
Sir, 

Re letter to Editor, Sunday Mail, 
signed Karlene Christian: Subject, 
preservation, airport expansion. No, 
definitely not, now or ever. 

Two years ago I went to N. I. for a 
week's holiday and finished up stay¬ 
ing two weeks. In the first hour I was 
there 1 found you had a world of your 
own (serenity) and where people do 
have time to speak to one .another - 
not like the rat race here, a survival 
of the fittest. Our Gold Coast was 
once a working-man's holiday resort. 
But no more. 

The expansion of N.I. Airport was 
in the media several months ago to 
take'effect in about five years’ time. 
T,A.A. or ANSETT would be the one 
to benefit from it, not for the benefit 
of the people of N.I. 

I will return to N.I. again in die 
future. Until then, all die success 
in keeping your island of paradise 
axis. 

C.B. Dance 

Ipswich, Qld. 


Sir, 

Five years ago with my dearest 
friend, I spent a delightful holiday 
of 15 days. Norfolk Island is without 
doubt a "jewel". The scenery, the 
solitude, the people are magnificent, 
and so friendly. They make you feel 
that you must return to this beautiful 
island. Return, I did, with two friends 
only last month. I was happy to see 
that it hadn't changed, and. that Nor¬ 
folk is still die tranquil and most 
beautiful island in the whole of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Keep it that way... No clumsy jet 
planes, pollution and selfish tourists. 

1 am only too happy to support your 
case along with my friends who are 
writing also. 

Good luck, fight your cause. I'm 
sure you will have a lot of supporters. 

Yours sincerely, 

Irene Whitford, Double Bay, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

As recent visitors to your beautiful 
Island, we were very disturbed to read 
that there was a possibility of extend¬ 
ing your airport runway - and taking 
something from Norfolk forever. My 
wife and 1 have visited most Pacific 
Islands and we found die peace and 
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tranquility of Norfolk Island something 
never to be forgotten. 

I have discussed this matter with 5 
other friends who have visited Norfolk 
and without exception, all were of 
the same opinion. 1 trust that you 
. will all fight this proposed scheme 
and in so doing, will convince the 
powers that be that Norfolk's future 
lies in leaving Norfolk as it is today. 
Yours faithfully, 

W.R. Burns, Wellington N.Z. 


Sir, 

I strongly support the efforts of Kar¬ 
lene Christian in trying to retain die 
peace and beauty of Norfolk Island. 

1 feel the bigger airport, the larger 
planes that would be flying in, and 
the larger numbers of visitors would 
cause the island to become commer¬ 
cialised and would lose its natural 
appeal. There are many resorts of 
that type to cater for tourists looking 
for that sort of holiday, but far fewer 
places vifith the quiet beauty that Nor¬ 
folk offers, The serenity of St. Bar¬ 
nabas Chapel could only be violated 
by huge busloads pf tourists trapsing 
through. I felt at peace with myself 
and the world sitting quietly in the 
pews there, and: visited the church on 
quite a number of occasions. 

My husband and I spent 10 days on 
NorfoUt in May 1979, and we both 
remember it as the most restful, re¬ 
laxing and rejuvenating holiday we 
have ever had. 

Why anyone would risk ruining Nor¬ 
folk Island is beyond my comprehen¬ 
sion. 

Yours faithfully, 

Judith Zagami, Capalalea, Qld. 
Sir, 

Having been to your island a couple 
of years ago, I have read everything 
that 1 could about it. Now 1 see in 
the paper that the Government is 
thinking of extending airport runways 
for jets. Don't let them do it. 
Remember the mutiny and fight again 
if necessary. 

Sincerely, 

F. Carpenter; Titahi Bay, N.Z. 


Sir, ■ 

My daughter and I spent two weeks 
holiday last October in your lovely ' 
Island. We entirely agree with 
Miss Karlene Christian and all she 
has to say about extending the run¬ 
way to take larger airplanes. 

Good luck and all the best to her 
in her campaign. 

Yours most sincerely, : 

Mavis Clegg, Christchurch, N.Z. 


June 2 7 r Aug 18 , 198 0 


Sir, 

It was with dismay that I heard in 
our Radio New Zealand "Morning 
Report", your appeal to New Zeal¬ 
anders to protest against the exten¬ 
sion of your airport runway to enable 
it to take wide-bodied jets. I agree 
with your feeling that a big upsurge 
in tourism cor id, in various ways, 
cause great damage to the island’s 
ecology and to the way of life of the 
community itself. 

On my recent second visit to Nor¬ 
folk Island I was impressed by the 
fact that, though there were signs 
of increasing tourism since my last 
visit, more motels, restaurants and 
shops - the friendly, helpful and 
patient service offered to shoppers 
and the timeless peace and beauty of 
the countryside had not been affected 
I did feel, however, that commercial¬ 
ism has gone far enough if the relaxed 
atmosphere, in which lies the Island’s 
appeal to Australian and New Zealand 
visitors, is to be maintained. 

Thus the thought of wide-bodied jets 
bearing hundreds of wide-bodied Tat 
cats" with wide-bodied purses, intent 
on bargain hunting and entertainment, 
is indeed distressing. 

The Pacific area already has its 
big cities and its island playgrounds 
with sophisticated amenities for those 
who desire the "bright lights" and 
hectic bargain shopping. 

It is said that the Islanders would ' 
benefit financially from a big upsurge 
in tourism. I imagine that there are 
some "big business" enterprises who 
would benefit more. It is to be hoped 
that the Australian government will 
treasure the unique character of the 
island and its people, and do its 
utmost to keep "Norfolk as it is." 

Yours faithfully, 

New Zealand Tourist 

Yours faithfully, 

New Zealand Tourist, Christchurch 


Sir, 

1 was horrified to read ("Herald" 
20.5.80) Miss K.L. Christian's letter 
"Spoiling Norfolk Island" about the 
Federal Government's plans being 
made to expand the island's airport 
to enable large jet aeroplanes to land. 

The present type of aircraft are ade¬ 
quate for the island's needs arid prep¬ 
aration for larger aircraft would 
further destroy more of the original 
beauty of the island, as was done 
during the last war when the historic a 
and famous Pine Avenue wis destroy¬ 
ed to make room for die present Air¬ 
port. 

Continued on Page 31 
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HETTAE! 


HEALTH FOOD SHOP 


* FRESHLY MADE SALADS 

* REFRESHING FRUIT DRINKS 

--a perfect lunch 
#FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
--from Norfolk gardens 
♦GREEN & FLOWERING PLANTS 
--a thoughtful gift 

♦AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT’S GOOD: 

mmm 



Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 

Banana Mudda ufmfifh 

Porpay Meringue tarts | 

Candied Kumera ^ 

Pilhicom Pilhi Kumera f JrWk 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut ™ 

Pineapple pie 

Norfork Island pudding **»■(?•■ 

It would be a shame to go back to | JFh 1 

the Mainland without trying the KvS 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked Lfea so in 

and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 

dishes and many others at >i 

Elva’s 

Valley View lestauranf^f 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 















©ofroasK] ©mca'D 1 





a full range at 

CITIZEN WATCH SHOWRQOIVI 


ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 















may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs,; blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenibs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
1 toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm : Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5# a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST : (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; I0am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk sumps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pro. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday. Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; trading 
Post. Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 3.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AK N.2. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pmSat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


.South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer Is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an Inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood and meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 












BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL KIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop • it's hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon' 

■ . 

Prentice’s : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - 5230." 


BC *./•. BC- A BOA BC+aBCtA BO■ 


Ptouds: "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal;china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies; ' Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir, 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ. newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 

ABC+aBC+ABC+ABC*ABC-ABC 


iA. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE s 



(OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 








\ 
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Copies of "The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1918, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND.” 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY", COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 500. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 


EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOl'N T1 N GGFOR M S 
ACCOUNTING .SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK* IS LAND 

S TAT ION E RS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 
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CAMERALINES 


Perfect exposures every time 
with the Minolta XG-9. 



The Minolta XG-9 raises the world of 
35mm SLR photography to a new peak 
of excellence. By combining elegance 
with simplicity and perfect results with 
ease of operation, the XG-9 is the perfect 
choice for any photographer whether 
beginner, intermediate, or advanced. 
Provided with both the XG-9's Automatic 
Exposure Control and Manual Exposure 
Control, users have a wide latitude in 
creative approach and dramatic results. 
The XG-9's total-information, bright 
viewfinder helps to visualize— and to 
capture — these creative photos, with ease. 

In addition to the accessories that 
have been specifically designed to mate 
with the XG-9, there is a full system of 
other optional accessories and over 40 
interchangeable lenses available. All-in- 
all, the XG-9 is an exceptional camera, 
you'll feel at home with it from the moment 
you pick it up. The XG-9: it just naturally 
makes you a better photographer. 


The XG-9 is an exceptionally simple- 
to-operate automatic exposure SLR. You 
merely pre-select the aperture of your 
choice and the advanced electronic circuitry 
of the XG-9 takes over to deliver a perfect 
exposure every time by automatically 
setting the appropriate shutter speed. 

For portraiture, you merely select the 
XG-9 s Auto Exposure Control, focus, and 
compose your subject within the bright 
viewfinder. You have the possibility of a 
wide-variety of portraits with the XG-9. 

Changing the f-number in the 
viewfinder by turning the camera's 
aperture ring will adjust the depth-of- 
field for your portraits; thus you can blur 
either foreground or background, or 
have sharp focus all the way to the 
horizon. Confirming your chosen depth- 
of-field is simple, merely depress the 
depth-of-field preview button and you'll 
see your portrait exactly as it's about to 
be recorded on film. 


you can 
depend on it 


~\ 


j 


it Is from 
Camentines .j 



AGFA-GEVAERT 


n ‘Norfolk Island 

WEEKLY 


SUN MON TUE 


WED 


■ Church services ■Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) ■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


■ Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 


July 1st. 1914 : By Order-in-Council, England placed Norfolk under the authority of Australia. 
The Norfolk Island Act 1913 came into effect. Norfolk remained a "separate and distinct set¬ 
tlement", however, and nothing was done to annex it to Australia. According to distinguished 
legal opinions, this would require an Act by the British Parliament. 

July 9th, 1858; England's Secretary of State for the Colonies, Henry Labouchere, wrote to 
Sir William Denison, Governor of N. S, W„, who had carried out a plan to give all of Norfolk’s 
land to the Pitcairners, saying "1 entirely approve. You have carried out the wishes of H.M. 
Government. " Denison went back on the agreement with the Pitcaimdrs, however, commen¬ 
cing a long-standing dispute over the ownership of the Island. 

July 18th, 1935: Australian authorities put into force the Norfolk Island Printers and News¬ 
papers Ordinance, which forbid anyone to publish a newspaper without the approval of the Ad¬ 
ministrator. The Island’s only newspaper was promptly shut down. Press censorship continued 
on the Island until the law was repealed in 1964. 

July 25th, 1828; All the laws that applied in England on this date still apply in Norfolk Island, 
unless they have been replaced by laws passed on or after December 23rd, 1913. 

August 13th, 1806; Captain Bligh became Governor of New South Wales, succeeding Philip 
Gidley King, who had led the first colonisation of Norfolk. At the time no one knew what had 
become of Fletcher Christian and his shipmates who had mutinied against Bligh on the "Bounty" 
in 1789. The thriving little settlement on Pitcairn had not yet been discovered by the outstide 
world. 
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a great name in photography 




CALENDAR 

EVENTS 


THUR FRI SAT 


■Bousie (LC) 
asm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
.■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


•SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 




Tuesday 

Wednesday 


Friday 

June 

Saturday 

28 

1 © 

30 
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AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


LOCATIONS 

A -N.'I. Assembly chamber 
BP - Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy -Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'd 
YC -Youth Centre 



AGFA-QEVAERT 




-CAMERALINES- 

MINOLTA HI-MATIC AF 



Here's an amazingly versatile new 
from Minolta in the popular 
Hi-matic series that automatically 
focuses on the subject matter. All you 
have to do, literally, is point-and-shoot: 

, everything else is done automatically. 
The Hi-matic AF's automatic systems 
insure absolutely perfect focusing, 
precise exposure settings, and stunning 
photographs, with or without the conve¬ 
nient built-in. pop-up electronic flash. 


Auto Focusing means you don't have to 
worry about distances anymore. Because 
you won't have to make manual focal 
adjustments, you won't miss a crucial 
moment...a subject-in-motion...a fleeting 
expression. And, best of all, the Minolta 
Hi-matic AF completely eliminates 
human error in selecting distance, 
aperture or shutter speed. Auto Focus. 
Auto Exposure. Auto Flash. The results: 
perfectly-focused and exposed photo¬ 
graphs, day or night. Everytime. 


you can j ( it's firm 
dependonit. Cameralirfes. 






S PE CT A L 'F E A T UR E FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 

5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
•'Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, Inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126,000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk’s public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hdspital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 Is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting ■ 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the' his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings arc 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - die vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeUng of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course}; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill' ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death”, and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia ". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim - 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fi^it to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli- 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and’s reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept - 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill’s most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control; Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia. 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk's 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from die zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island’s 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 



THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




mce 

* SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


me 

YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
t J FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF INSTANT INFORMATION 
FROM TH$ EDITORS OF PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY 


the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and covers these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 
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E"S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island . E njoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 


2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks. Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY - touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOS PITA LAND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 O. T. C. -- International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TkAMNC M1$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 

......... ' L_ 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs,, .teaj | 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines.^.batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers:.. .tlnopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them...needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 


SUNDAY 
PM . OPEN 9ain 




Letters 


Continued from Page 18 

Having arrived on Norfolk in 1925 
with my family and three relatives 
(where two of my children were born), 
we lived in what then was known as 
"The Paradise of the Pacific", and 
"Where Sunshine Spends the Winter", 
and for nine years enjoyed the charm 
and beauty and peacefulness and the 
hospitality of its people. 

To further destroy this heritage given 
to the Islanders by their forefathers 
would be sacriligious. 

NORFOLK ISLANDERS - ARISE'. 

DEMAND A REFERENDUM! 

B„ W, Baldwin 

P. S. Bernie Baldwin, the Pollards, 
Hurlstones, Hogarths lived on the pro¬ 
perty where now the Summerscales (?) 
live. 1 was the first motor car import¬ 
er (from Canade) being the Ford Dealer 
introducing the "Model A" car. At 
cascades the first aeroplane (Gypsy 
Moth) landed from N.Z, Francis Chi¬ 
chester, later Sir, flew his plane over 
my property. 


Sir, 

My family and I have just read in . 
Wellington’s leading newspaper of the 
suggestion by some people to upgrade 
your airport to "jet status". Sir, we 
are alarmed that such a gem of an 
island should be a stopping over place 
for thousands of tourists. We visited 
Norfolk as a family of 4 in 1973, and 
we think that to leave Lie island as is, 
is the way it should be. 

You have too much beautiful park- 
like lands that would be rained by 
making the island into an overgrown 
aircraft carrier. “Please add our names 
to any petition against this. 

Yours faithfully, 

Angela, Christopher, Mary and 
Baden Biggs, Wellington, N, Z, 


Sir, 

Having read the article in the Well¬ 
ington Evening Post dated 20. 5.80 
about the plans to extend the airstrip 
at Norfolk Island, I write to express my 
sorrow and dismay at such a proposal. 

1 saw the avenue of Norfolk pines 
before the majority of them were 
felled to make way for the airstrip, 
and although saddened at the felling 
of the pines, I accepted that as nec¬ 
essary in viisw of wartime circumstan¬ 
ces, in order that Norfolk, New Zea¬ 
land and other South Pacific islands 
might "live" on as free islands. 


To extend the airstrip will, no doubt, 
mean the felling of the few remain¬ 
ing pines of the once beautiful and 
spectacular avenue, and have its 
effect in so far as earthworks are con¬ 
cerned, on other of the island beauty 
spots. The end result, if the proposal 
proceeds may well be that Norfolk 
Island would "die". 

I visited Norfolk Island at various times 
during the war and was so impressed with 
its beauty that many years later I re¬ 
visited the island, this time with my 
wife in order to show her its beauties 
which I had extolled over the years. 

Surely a decision as to the necessity 
of die airstrip extension is a decision 
for the majority vote of Norfolk resi¬ 
dents and then only after fullest consi¬ 
deration of the far-reaching implica¬ 
tions and effects of the proposal. It 
would indeed be galling for Norfolk 
Islanders should a decision be made by 
far away hard-headed politicians and 
biased business interests, whose sole 
concern would be political and mone¬ 
tary gain, with scant respect for the 
Islanders themselves. 

I would plead that Norfolk Island be 
not despoiled further by action such 
as that suggested. 

Such is the love of my wife and myself 
for Norfolk, that we hope to visit it 
again. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. Thompson, Wellington, N.Z. 


Sir, 

I was most interested in Miss K. L. 
Christian's letter in the Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald yesterday. I could not 
agree more with the sentiments expres¬ 
sed therein. 

Unless Norfolk Island is careful, the 
goose that lays the golden egg will be 
killed. The greed of commercialism 
knows no restraints. 

I thought the case that 1 argued for a 
limitation of tourist numbers in my 
Report to the Australian Government 
"Long Term Population Study of Nor¬ 
folk Island" was sufficiently convincing. 
Nothing has happened in the last six 
years 1974 - 80, to make its recommen¬ 
dations out-of-date, but already 1980 
projections of 18, 500 tourists have been 
exceeded by 33 and 1 /3°/c. 

My support for your efforts to prevent 
the island becoming nothing but a per¬ 
manent aircraft carrier! 

Sincerely, 

G.J. Butland, Coff's harbour 


Sir, 

1 wish to add my protest to the 
proposed expansion of the airport at 
your delightful haven. 

The charm of your Island is in the 
peaceful surroundings and the even 


tenor of the ways of the people there. 

The presently controlled number of 
visitors seem to fit into the way of 
life existing there. A larger number 
would certainly spoil the place. 

I have spent a delightful holiday 
on Norfolk and am looking forward 
to another very shortly. 

I should certainly not go there if 
it becomes another Fiji, or like com¬ 
mercial place. 

Long live Norfolk Island the way 
it is! 

Fight the Good Fight - many New 
Zealanders are with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

F. Sanvig, Lower Hutt, N»Z. 


Sir. 

I wish to join with Miss K.L. Chris¬ 
tian (Letters to the Editor, Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald 20/5/80) in protesting 
against any proposal to "Violate the 
Paradise" of Norfolk Island. 

As a member of the Staff of the 
Department of Main Roads N.S.W., 
in 1943 I saw those magnificent Nor¬ 
folk Island pines resist the bulldozer 
as Pine Avenue was made Into an 
airstrip. 

It took me over 28 years to return 
for a holiday to the Island Paradise 
with my wife and two friends and we 
really had a wonderful time which 
was unspoiled by the hustle and bustle 
of other Pacific Islands, now over¬ 
commercialised. 

I hope to come back again soon and 
see the Paradise that is Norfolk Island 
and uy to find the spot where the 
home called "Hollow Log" once stood. 

The Canberra bureaucrats mentioned 
by Miss Christian are so insulated down 
in their own little "Alley" that they 
couldn't care less about Norfolk Is¬ 
land and what might happen to it. 

1 support fully your attempts to stop 
any further desecration of Norfolk 
Island with larger airstrips. 

Yount faithfully, 

A.R.S. Clarke, Cronulla, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

In answer to Miss Christian re the 
"Violation of Paradise", we whole¬ 
heartedly support the protest. In 
March of this year as members of 
"Federation First Fleeters", we were 
treated to a wonderful holiday and 
the utmost friendship from the local 
folk. Never let the airways infringe 
any further. Keep the island always 
as a sane and happy retreat where 
people can live and walk around in 
peace and safety. 

To have visited Norfolk and met the 
descendants of the pioneers and all 
the happy people who make a wonder- 
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ful community was indeed a great 
pleasure. 

Sincerely and with fond memories 
and thanks, 

A & D McLachlan, Cronulla 
Sir, ^ 

1 wish to voice my protest against the 
over-development of Norfolk Island. I 
believe that this would be a terrible 
mistake. I had a very enjoyable holi¬ 
day there a few years ago, which was 
recommended to me by fellow N.Z. ers 
as a haven. I am aware also that many 
Australians go there many many times 
for the peace and tranquility of your 
island. 

One has only to cite Honolulu as an 
example of what can happen to a small 
island that is over-developed. 

I think Miss Christian has given some 
very good reasons in support of the 
protest and I hope it will be recogiised 
and acted upon 

1 will be returning to N. I. in the near 
future and trust that it will be the same. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. Potts, Wellington, N.Z. 


Sit, 

My husband and I are amongst those 
who have been so fortunate as to spend 
a delightful, relaxed and peaceful holi¬ 
day in Norfolk Island. We are in com¬ 
plete accord with the urgent desire of 
the Island's population to have it remain 
the beautiful, unspoiled oasis that it is. 
This will certainly not be possible if 
large jet aeroplanes are allowed to oper¬ 
ate to Norfolk Island. 

We have seen, over and over again, 
the despoliation caused to peaceful 
beauty spots by so-called progress, and 
protest most vehemently to such a fate 
for this tiny haven. 

There is no doubt that man, in his 
greedy commercialism, is steadily 
destroying his once-beautiful environ¬ 
ment, and no place on earth, it seems, 
is safe from his depredations. 

Leave Norfolk Island alone; leave its 
population to enjoy their homeland in 
peace, and leave one place where 
the visitor can enjoy quiet pleasure and 
obtain respite from the frantic pursuit 
of spurious excitement constantly 
being faced upon us by the mad chase 
after the dollar. 

Yours faithfully, 

E.H. & J. L. Edwards, Collaroy 


Sir, 

After reading the letter from Miss 
K. L. Christian in the Sydney Morning 
Herald of 20th May 1980, we wish to 
add our protest to the idea of enlarg¬ 
ing the aerodrome to carry larger 
planes. 

As two-time visitors to your lovely 


island, we feel that such a seep would 
spoil die island in too many ways to 
be justified on any grounds. 

By all means direct your advertising 
towards younger visitors if you wish, 
but do not, I beg, try to increase the 
numbers over the present limits. If 
you do, you will finish up with another 
concrete jungle. Your best advertis¬ 
ing medium is word-of-mouth, and 
we are keen salesmen for you in this 
way. 

Good luck with your campaign to keep 
the airport as it is. You can be assured 
of our support in any way possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Doris New lands, Cremome, N.S. W. 


Sir. 

In January 1980, my wife and I 
spent nine days on Norfolk Island for 
our honeymoon. 

The beautiful setting and basically 
unspoiled nature of your island (in 
spite of poor weather during our stay) 
will remain in our memories always. 

We heartily agree with Miss K. Chris¬ 
tian 's sentiments expressed in the 
"Sunday Morning Herald" of today's 
date and only hope that the Island will 
retain its charm and tranquility. 

Our only regret was that we could¬ 
n't spend more time on Norfolk and 
get to know the people better. 

Yours faithfully, 

Damon & Jennifer Back, Lane Cove 


Sir, 

I was in my early 30's when my hus¬ 
band and I visited Norfolk, so 1 can 
easily say how much it appealed to 
my age group. There were quite 
enough couples for us to team up with 
of our own age group, and we had a 
marvellous time. It was great to be 
able to set our own- pace of activities. 

I have wandered over a great deal 
of the world and I really feel that 
Norfolk has something rare and spe¬ 
cial to offer everyone. I am waiting 
for the opportunity to return with my 
children in the not too distant future. 
We have recommended the Island to 
3 of our friends, and all have enjoyed 
themselves as much as we did. 

I hope that your activities can halt - 
at least, delay - the advance of high 
speed travel. For anything to change 
on the Island would be an enormous 
shame. 1 follow the media coverage 
you receive with great interest. The 
Island is so near perfection, that I 
would hate anything to change. I 
would love to live there. 

Thank you for allowing me the op¬ 
portunity to say how much we love 
the Island as it is. 

Yours truly, 

Anne van Kernebeek, North Ryde 
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Sir. 

I would like to add my voice to the 
protest at the extension to the airport, 
on Norfolk Island. 

Norfolk Island is such a beautiful 
island and the people are so wonder¬ 
ful that it would be nothing short of 
a tragedy to see it all overrun by the 
pollution and noise of larger aircraft. 
This is to say nothing of the sheer 
fact that too many people would up¬ 
set the balance. 

We hope to return to your enticing 
island - unspoilt! 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. L.M. Walker, Oatley 


Sir, 

I read in this morning's paper Miss 
Christian's letter protesting the expan¬ 
sion of the aerodrome to allow the big 
jet planes to land there. I protest 
most strongly. To my mind, Norfolk 
Island is die most perfect place. I 
spent a very happy fortnight there last 
year, and wished that I could have 
stayed longer. 1 would hate to see 
it altered. 

I hope you will have success with 
your protest. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marjorie Dowling, Toowoomba Qld. 


Sir, 

I had the pleasure of visiting Norfolk 
Island a few years ago with my hus¬ 
band, who helped the Islanders to 
start their Agricultural Show. 

The Island has a charm all its own, 
which I trust will not be spoilt by 
huge jet planes and hoards of people. 
Where else do horses and cattle have 
the "right of way"? 

I do hope that you can persuade 
Canberra to leave lovely little Nor¬ 
folk Island as it is. 

Sincerely, 

Jean McIntosh, Berry, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

After reading a letter in the Sydney. 
Morning Herald yesterday, written by 
Miss K. L. Christian. I was dismayed 
to realize that the Federal Govern¬ 
ment intends to expand Norfolk Is¬ 
land's airport to take large jet planes. 

In the first place, land is too pre¬ 
cious on Norfolk Island to waste in 
this manner, but more importantly, 
you do not want the noise and pol¬ 
lution of such aircraft. 

Some powerful company is probably 
using pressure so that they can make 
some more precious dollars". 

After having spent a delightful h&H - 
day on Norfolk in 1976. 1 could think 
of nothing worse than spoiling this 
little bit of heaven. 

I wish to add my protest to ibe many 
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you must be receiving. 

Yours sincerely, 

$|%s.^Bgro$y May, Pennani Hills. , 

:->ir, V **' 

I wish to add my voice ro .the pro¬ 
test in reference to the building of a 
larger airport capable of accommodat 
ing jet planes on Norfolk Island. 

The Island is truly a'"Paradise" 
where one can get away from the noise 
and pollution of civilization. There 
are so few places in. the worlcj that 
have not been commercialised^ there¬ 
by losing the charm for the thinking 
tourist who does not want noise and 
pollution, but a peaceful, restful and 
relaxed holiday. If more tourists 
were crowded on to the Island, it 
would lose its old world charm. 

Larger planes would bring more tour¬ 
ists, more larger accommodation ho¬ 
tels, and to spoil the natural charm 
of Norfolk Island. 

I do hope that you will be able to 
stop this expansion which is being 
planned. May Norfolk Island remain 
the peaceful, quiet place that all pre¬ 
vious visitors remember. 1 treasure 
memories of past relaxing holidays. 

Yours truly. 

Iris Wilder, Balmoral Beach N.S.W, 


Sir, 

I also would like to see your Island 
stay at it is. 

It is the first Holiday my husband 
and I have ever had. 

We hope to return one day and bring 
our children with us. 

Mrs. N.C, Peggott, Quirindi, 

N.S.W, 


Sir, 

I must add my voice to the protest 
to expand Norfolk Island airport. My 
husband and I (we're in our 40's) holi¬ 
dayed on your beautiful Island in July 
of *78. It rained a lot of the time, 
but with the island so unspoilt, there 
was plenty to do and see. We will be 
back to see it in summertime. Its 
charm would be absolutely ruined if 
high-powered tourism got a hold. It 
is the very quaintness and relaxed at¬ 
mosphere that speaks so much. 

There are enough other places if one 
wants the bright lights and frantic 
pace, but few could equal your his¬ 
tory and friendly atmosphere. Where 
else could the cows have place of 
honour?... 

If everything is enlarged, and more 
tourists come, all will be lost in a 
commercial jungle. 

We say, please don’t let anyone 
spoil it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kay Norman, Wellington, N.Z. 


Sir, 

I was last on Norfolk in March, aqd 
it is the last of the beautiful Pacific 
Islands which has so far not been ex¬ 
ploited. 

It seems to me that the present 24, 000 
is enough and that the present aero¬ 
planes can cope with this. Frequency 
of service relieves isolation and allows 
for shorter stays and must be more con¬ 
venient for the residents. 

Enough beautiful Norfolk Island pines 
have been hacked off to allow larger 
planes - please, no more. 

With the bigger aircraft will come 
over-commercialism and pseudo duty 
free prices. The charm of the Island 
is the friendly atmosphere where visitors 
can meet the people. Open it up and 
this would vanish. 

Wishing your lovely people all the 
support they deserve. 

Yours faithfully, 

K.E. Cook, Pt. Vernon, Qld. 


Sir, 

It was with some considerable disgust 
and dismay that I read in this morning's 
"Dominion” newspaper of the proposed 
violation of Norfolk Island in die extend¬ 
ing of the Island's Airport to enable 
larger planes to land on your beautiful 
Island. 

having spent a wonderful three weeks 
holiday at Norfolk and fully appreciat¬ 
ed conditions and the tranquility which 
is unique there, I think that for unthink¬ 
ing authorities to even contemplate 
such changes is little short of criminal. 

It is my own opinion, as well as hun¬ 
dreds of other New Zealandees who have 
enjoyed a stay at Norfolk Island, that 
any such moves should be resisted at 
all costs. 

Would you please add my protest to 
those of hundreds of others that you 
will no doubt receive, concerning this 
important matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

M.J . Lam bourn, Petone, N.Z. 


Sir, 

I refer to the letter in the "Sydney 
Morning Herald" from Miss K. L. 
Christian dated May 5, entitled 
"Spoiling Norfolk Island". 

As one who has spent two delightful 
holidays on N. I., totalling G weeks, 

I certainly support Miss Christian's 
sentiments. And to 'get away from 
it all' here in Sydney, I hope to visit 
your Island again in 1982. 

As the writer of the article says, "It 
is plain that sheer weight of public 
opinion is all that will penetrate the 
thick grey matter in Canberra", and I 
would willingly join myself to this 
weight of public opinion in order to 


endeavour to keep your Island one of 
peaceful tranquility 3 

I have-been able to persuade a number 
of people to go to Norfolk Island, all 
because of this very attribute of peace - 
and they have all found it to be very 
true. I have said to people over and 
over again, "How wonderful it is to 
go and see Captain Cook's Memorial, 
or lie on Anson Bay Beach knowing 
that you won't be disturbed by the 
milling multitudes". 

Why, oh why can't the government 
realize that some people DO want a 
lovely restful holiday on a peaceful, 
but friendly, island - and those who 
don't realize that they want it; are 
most likely the ones that need it. As 
you say, the answer lies in the fact 
of a "commercial interest" and that 
alone. 

Yes, I certainly would protest at 
this attempt on a 'violation of Para¬ 
dise* and will be most grateful for you 
to record this ptotest in my loudest 
voice! 

Yours faithfully, 

Marie Morris, Pennant Hills 


Sir, 

I understand that the Federal Govern- 
nebt is considering the extension of 
the airfield on Norfolk Island to per¬ 
mit the landing of much larger air¬ 
craft on the Island service. 

As one who treasures the memories 
of an idyllic holiday spent there, 1 
am deeply concerned at the implicatio 
tions of this proposal. While I have 
wasted no opportunity to influence my 
friends to avail themselves, of the de- ' 
lights of a Norfolk vacation, I would 
be bonified if any large increase in 
the number of visitors occurred. 

The necessity to cater for such an 
increase in tourism and the establish¬ 
ment of amenities alien to the natur¬ 
al existence on the Island would ruin 
the charm of the type of vacation pre¬ 
sently enjoyed by your visitors. 

Moreover, I do not consider that any 
extension of facilities is necessary to 
attract tourists from the younger age 
brackets. Although undoubtedly now 
in the senior section of the population, 
I feel that I have retained sufficient 
contact with the younger generation 
to know that they would be rewarded 
amply by a visit to Norfolk Island 
under present conditions. 

1 earnestly hope that the Islanders 
and their Council are able to prepare 
a concerted (and successful) protest 
against the possibility of such a pro¬ 
posal ever eventuating. 

You have my strongest support. 

Yours, 

R. L. Rushbrooke, Avalon Beach. 
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A BACKWARD GLANCE AT SOME OF "THE NEWS" FROM 1975 TO 1980 


Five Years of Ups and Downs on Norfolk 


THE FIRST isSUE of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and News was scheduled to come out 
on May 26th, 1976. It did - just 
barely. The final copy of that issue 
is nailed to one of the roof beams in 
the News office. It's signed by the 
crew of four who were still on hand 
when the last copy was finished, and 
with their names is the date and time 
— 26/6 - 7.19am. 

Working through the night had been 
necessary because a small wire had 
broken, the day before, throwing 
everything off schedule. In a col¬ 
umn called "Dars Norfolk" the fol¬ 
lowing week, the story was recounted. 
Here's how it went; 


how to find a wire 

As the first Issue of the "News" began 
going to press a week ago, a small part 
broke on the only "typesetting" mach¬ 
ine. It was just a stiff, springy wire 
about ten inches long and about the 
thickness of sewing cotton. Without it, 
though -- no newspaper. 

At 10.46 Saturday morning we set out 
to find a similar bit of wire. 

First the obvious places -- Irvine's 
and T. H. E. Nothing remotely like it. 
"But try Bruce McKenzie," said one. 

So off to Bruce’s place. He was just 
driving into his drive, looked at the 
broken wire, and said "nothing like it. 
Put try Gary Ryan. He's at the OTC, 
his green Alpha's outside if you hurry." 
So to the OTC. Gary said the bit was 
like micro-chrome wire (or something) 
and that he didrft think there would be 
any on the Island. "But let’s ask Brook- 
sy." John Brooksbank, head of the OTC 
office, scowled at the wire for a min¬ 
ute, thinking, and said "nothing like 
it.” But they said, try Ralph Holloway. 
Or try Leo Nola at Burns Philp -- "He's 
got all kinds of boxes of things, out the 
back of the shop." 

At BP's Leo was tying price tags on 
six straw baskets, and he continued 
doing that, and grunting around the 
stub of a cigar, while he thought about 
the wire. Then he headed for a whirl¬ 
wind chase through those "boxes out 
the back." He came close a few times, 
but just couldn't match the wire. 

On the way to Holloway's Phil Page 
was walking out of BP's and we talked 
with him. His mind ranged over var¬ 
ious possibilities, and he said "Try 
Don Reynolds. It's a little like a 
guitar string. Or if you could find an 


old piano, maybe a piano string." 

So to Holloways, but Ralph said 
"nothing like it." He suggested sever¬ 
al people to try. 

Don Reynolds had left the Milk Bar, 
and before heading for his house we 
stopped at Frank Watson's. "How's 
your improvising ability today?" we 
asked. 

"Pretty good," said Frank, and we 
showed him the wire. Frank talked to 
himself for a little bit, going through 
various mental filing cabinets. 

"It's kind of like the strands of Bow¬ 
den wire," he said, walking to a corner 
of his garage where, known only to the 
Creator and to Frank, many strange 
bits and pieces are arranged casually on 
top of one another, in chronological 
order of having been tossed there. One 
was a snarl of Bowden wire. It is thick 
and flexible, not thin and stiff. 

"If you unravel it, you'll find the in¬ 
dividual strands are springy and stiff, 
but they'll be full of kinks. If you can 
draw them over a hard edge of steel, 
maybe you can get the kinks out," 
said Frank. He chopped off about two 
feet of it with a hammer, and Landed 
it over. 

We went back to the "News" office, 
drew a strand over a steel edge, and the 
kinks came out. The President of IBM 
wouldn't have been able to tell it from 
the proper replacement part, which 
probably has to come from New York 
City and probably costs $89.73 plus 
shipping. 

And that's how there was a "News" 
last week. Thanks, Frank -- and every¬ 
body else who dropped what they were 
doing, and worried about an odd bit of 
wire on a Saturday morning. 


QANTAS GETS A 20 
PER CENT FARE RISE 

(From The News of 1 Sept. 1975) 

QANTAS FARES went up 20 °]c last 
Tuesday. 

A return fare to Sydney is now $188.20, 
up from $156.80. 

About 25 residents who held unused 
tickets bought before the fare increase 
will be able to use them without added 
cost if they leave for Sydney by Sept¬ 
ember 24th. 

Passengers who hold one half of a 
return ticket will be able to make the 


return trip without added cost until 
late August next year. 


Royal 

Commission 

(From an editorial in The News 
of 7 July. 1975) 

THE FOURTH ROYAL COMMISSION 
into Norfolk Island affairs begins sit¬ 
ting today at Kingston. 

It has been staffed by people of 
outstanding qualifications. It will 
gather evidence for as long as inter¬ 
ested individuals wish to present 
evidenc. 

Those who live on Norfolk - - as 
well as several thousand people else¬ 
where in the world who care about 
the Island and its future --will wish 
the Commission good luck. 

One minor point is worth noting 
as the hearings get underway. De¬ 
tailed plans for setting the Commis¬ 
sion up in the officers' quarters - 
museum building were made by ex¬ 
perienced staff in Australia. But much 
of the furniture and equipment hasn’t 
arrived yet, because of unavoidable 
delays in shipping. It will get here, 
in due course, provided it isn't over- 
shipped to somewhere else in the 
Pacific. 

We hope members of the Commis¬ 
sion will regard this as something 
other than a fluke chance. It is a 
practical and timely demonstration 
of the fact that no one, no matter 
how expert, can sit down in Austra¬ 
lia and successfully write a detailed 
prescription for what will happen on 
Norfolk. 

Things just don't work that way. 

A fair amount of flexibility and a fair 
degree of local judgment are neces¬ 
sary, whether you are talking about 
a shipment of furniture or a new 
Constitution. 


First Air Parcel 

(From The News of 25 August 1975) 

BAKER McCOY'S drawing of the 
first aircraft landing on Norfolk 
(Foxy's Sketchbook last week) has 
brought a lot of aviation history 
tumbling out. 

Francis Chichester delivered the 
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first air mail to Norfolk when he 
called here on April Fools Day, 

1931. He landed offshore in ZK-AKK, 
his Gypsy Moth. 

The first plane to land on Norfolk 
was the Lockheed Hudson, .as 
Foxy's sketch showed. It was 
accompanied by another Hudson that 
didn't land, but dropped three bags 
of potatoes and a half carcass .of 
lamb for the N. Z. troops stationed 
here. No chutes were attached, 
simplifying the job of mashing the 
spuds. 

Fate must have intended that Foxy 
be Norfolk's Postmaster, because he 
accepted delivery of the first air 
parcel ever dropped on the Island. 

In about 1938 or '39 a Pan Am 
Boeing Clipper flew over, and 
dropped a package, that bounced 
onto the ground near the flagstaff. 

It had a streamer calling after it, 
to aid its being noticed. 

Foxy and Val Adams chased it. 
Shortly afterward the Admini¬ 
strator's staff car swept up. The 
boys were ordered to hand over the 
package, which was a parcel meant 
for the Admin. 


Foreign Affairs 
urges takeover 

(From The News of 21 October 1915) 

AUSTRALIA SHOULD take over Nor¬ 
folk entirely. This would be good for 
Auscalia, and no reason can be seen 
why it would be bad for Norfolk. 

This is the advice to the Royal 
Commission of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

"We believe that Auscalia's int¬ 
erests would be best served by the 
island's full incorporation into Aus¬ 
tralia.” 

"And we see no reason why this 
should conflict with the real inter¬ 
ests of the islanders," the Depart¬ 
ment says. 

It would be consistent with the 
spirit of the times that the people 
of the island, who are already 
Australian citizens, should enjoy 
to the full the same rights and duties 
as people living on the mainland. 


f, l have already com¬ 
menced my summing up” 


1 December 1915) 

Q: In February you said you had 
been asked to recommend, or to 
advise on, a Constitution for Norfolk 
Island. Do you still see your task 
that way? 

A: Yes, but insofar as I can advise, 
it will depend on what Norfolk's 
legal position is. Some legal opin¬ 
ions presented by witnesses have 
said Norfolk Island is still a Crown 
Colony. Suppose that were the posi¬ 
tion; but suppose 1 thought Norfolk 
Island would be better integrated 
with Auscalia — please don't get the 
idea that that is my thinking - 1 


have a great deal of study still to do 
and have peached no conclusions as 
yet -- but if I were to conclude that, 
I'd have to advise Auscalia, in this 
purely hypothetical thinking, to ask 
the Imperial Parliament to pass new 
legislation, to annex Norfolk to 
Auscalia, as it was annexed to Tas¬ 
mania in the 19th Century. 

A lot of die vital questions turn on 
this constitutional issue -- very much 
so -- but I will be, to answer your 
question, advising the Auscalian Gov* 
ernment on its future relation to Nor¬ 
folk Island. I've got an open mind 
at this stage. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
■V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they cavel. 
y* Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

[HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/ALWAYS IN STOCK, a FINE RANGE OF SUCKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" UBELS. 

/FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN”. 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS” UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN - STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINUND PRICES. 


nENSWEflR 


International 


(From an interview with Royal Com¬ 
missioner Sir John Nimmo, after the 
hearings had ended, in The News of 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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CYCLONE 

(From The News of 30 December 1915) 

RESTORATION of classic .Georgian 
buildings in Kingston was interrupted 
twice during 1975 by events outside 
Norfolk control, but solid progress was 
made nonetheless. 

In March, Cyclone Alison ripped 
tarpaulins off the "New Military Bar¬ 
racks" -- Norfolk’s Administration 
headquarters -- and tons of rain poured 
through into the building. 

The roof-had been removed, for re¬ 
placement. 

Furniture and files through all the 
building but the Administrator's office 
were soaked. 

As a result, plans to re-roof and re¬ 
paint the building were converted in¬ 
to a much more extensive rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

In November and December, restor¬ 
ation work was disrupted again as the 
Australian Senate blocked the supply 
of money needed for Government op¬ 
erations. The restoration program is 
being-paid for by Australia, and when 
fundsvstopped, work had to stop. 


Kelly was here 

(From The News of 1 December 1915) 

MR. ATHOL KELLY, die Australian 
Labor Government's choice as Nor¬ 
folk's next Administrator, visited the 
Island last week. 

While his status as the Administra¬ 
tor-designate is up in the air until 
Australia elects its new Government, 
Mr. Kelly met many people during 
his visit, saw much of die Island, and 
arranged a tour of Government House 
- - of which he took photos, to show 
Mrs. Kelly. 


A HARVEST UNIQUE IN THE WORL D 

(From The News of June-July 1916) 

WHILE MEN HUSTLE and bustle, 
fretting about sluggish economies 
and jockeying for tomorrow's po¬ 
litical advantage, the grand Nor¬ 
folk pines patiently and bounteous¬ 
ly send down seeds for the future. 

It is an immense crop this year 
--larger, some say, than they can 
remember even in childhood, 
when everything seemed larger. 

With little rain in the past couple 
of months the grapefruit-sized 
cones in the pities have begun re¬ 
leasing their grip early. A gust of 



MlT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HUNTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE’LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN, IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



BOUTIQUE ^ 'XSSS*, 


TELEPHONE 2358 
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wind brings a clatter of seed on the 
roof. Sometimes a whole cone lets 
go, and inside a house among the 
trees it can sound as though a bomb 
has exploded when one hits the 
corrugated iron. 

Millions upon millions of seeds, 
scattered across the lawn and drift¬ 
ing along the roadsides in the 
wind-shadows of pines. Parrots will 
get some. Some will strike, and 
cattle will munch most of them 
along with the grass. But many 
will survive, behind a barbed 
fence, inside a reserve, in an out- 
of-reach pocket on a cliffside, and 
grow to glory like their forebears, 
while men hustle and bustle, fret¬ 
ting about sluggish economies and 
jockeying for tomorrow's political 
advantage. 


Pitcairners 

Rights 

(Editorial, February 1977) 

WHEN THE ROYAL Commission into 
Norfolk Island was set up, the Austra¬ 
lian Government authorised the most 
extensive-ever examination of the 


Pitcairners’ historical rights. Austra¬ 
lia hoped - as did people on Norfolk - 
that basic questions and beliefs, hand¬ 
ed down from one generation to the 
next, would finally be resolved for 
all time. 

The Commissioner was ordered in 
the name of Queen Elizabeth II to do 
more than inquire into the rights. He 
was ordered to take them into account 
in all recommendations he might 
make for Norfolk Island's future. The 
historical rights were placed ahead of 
all other matters that were to be taken 
into account - barring one, which was 
the interests of today's, residents. 

It was correct for the Government 
to recognise that the historical rights 
had not been adequately clarified by 
the inquiries and court cases of the 
past. 

It was correct of the Government to 
decide that no major changes should 
be made in Norfolk Island until the 
Report, which was expected to clarify 
the rights once and for all, had been 
received. 

But the Nimmo Report does not clar - 
ify the historical rights, it leaves 
them uncertain. It does not take them 
into account, it simply dismisses them - 
in the face of evidence, contained 
within the Report itself, that the rights 
were in fact recognised, confirmed. 


and ordered by Queen Victoria in 
Council to be preserved. 

This evidence, presented in detail 
in the major article in this issue of 
The News, is so clear as to be Incon¬ 
trovertible. Sir John Nimmo's state¬ 
ment that "there is no legal founda¬ 
tion for them whatever" is simply in¬ 
consistent with the facts. 


VOICE OF 
THE PEOPLE 

(From The News of June 1977) 

THE GREAT MAJORITY of electors 
on Norfolk Island have signed sol¬ 
emn declarations stating that they 
support the Norfolk Island Council, 
and wish Norfolk Island to remain 
a distinct and separate Territory of 
Australia, with its own system of 
laws, benefits and taxes. 

Concerned that the Commonwealth 
had so far been unwilling to allow 
a referendum to determine the will 
of the majority, 24 Islanders have 
offered electors all aver the Island 
an opportunity to sign individual, 
solemn declarations stating their 
preferences. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 21 31 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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600 } 

In support 
of Council 
and 

separate 

status 


SOLEMN 

DECLARATIONS 


(Each dot stands 
for one person) 


On Monday May 30th they nud 
still been unfble to teach 66 per¬ 
sons, and efforts to contact them 
are stilf continuing. A further 62 
persons are thought to be absent 
from the Island. 

A total of 769 persons on the last 
electoral roll, or believed to be en¬ 
titled to inclusion now, have been 
contacted. For various reasons 120 
persons declined to sign a declara¬ 
tion either for separate Territorial 
status or for Integration into Aus¬ 
tralia. The pro-integration declar¬ 
ation was worded "I support the 
Nimmo Report, 1 wish Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to become joined into Australia, 
and 1 wish to accept the system of 
laws, benefits and taxes that ap¬ 
plies in Australia." 

Of those who signed a declaration 
either way, 94*?: supported separ¬ 
ate status for Norfolk. They includ¬ 
ed 216 Pitcairn descendants and 
384 mainlanders. 

Integration into Australia was fa¬ 
voured by 6<Jfe of those signing, who 
included 25 Pitcairn descendants 
and 14 mainlanders. 

The 600 who have declared sup¬ 
port for separate status are equal 
to 68*^ of the current electoral 
rolL 

4 (Chart from June '77 News) 


Canberra 

(From The News of October 1977) 

A THREE-MAN DELEGATION of the 
Norfolk Island Council flew to Aus¬ 
tralia on September 28 th to try to 
stop the implementation of the main 
Nimmo Report recommendations for 
the Island's future. . 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher and Crs. Duncan McIntyre and 
Greg Quintal will try to see Sen. R.G. 
Withers, the Island's responsible Min¬ 
ister, although he cabled earlier in 
the month that he did not see any 
useful purpose that would be served 
by receiving the delegation. 

The three Councillors will also try 
to see the Prime Minister. Council's 
request Frjjjt also receive 

the delegation Sad ndtVeen acknow¬ 
ledged at the time of the delegation's 
departure for the mainland. 

From the time the composition of 
the delegation was settled on Septem¬ 
ber 19th, the three Councillors went 
into almost continuous work sessions 
to prepare for their ten-day mission. 
Fact sheets and position papers, stat¬ 
ing Council's and die Island's situa¬ 
tion and aims, were prepared for use 


HandarGfted 
local pottery 

Fresh from the kiln 


In support 
of Nimmo 
and 

integration 

into 

Australia 

1^39 















iu quickly informing the Ministers, 
other Cabinet members and Parlia¬ 
mentarians, and the public in Aus¬ 
tralia. 

Arrangements were made to retain 
the services of Australia's most exper¬ 
ienced public relations firm to help 
the delegates get their message across 
clearly and widely. Planning sessions 
with the consulting firm started the 
night the delegates arrived in Sydney. 

Cr. Blucher said the delegation's 
main aim would be to make the Gov¬ 
ernment realise the major deficien¬ 
cies in the Nimmo Report that must 
be analysed before any responsible 
decision can be made about imple¬ 
menting its recommendations. 


MERCEDES: 

NEW UNCERTAINTIES 

(from The News of October 1971) 

THE 'MERCEDES AFFAIR', invol¬ 
ving the Administrator's importa¬ 
tion of a new car last June, yielded 
new facts in September. There were 
more questions than answers at the 
month's end. 

Mr. O'Leary's public statement 
early in August that he had not 
sought any special discount on 


Nimmo Plan 


freight charges from Sydney, but 
had merely sought and accepted a 
quote, was followed by contrary 
statements by the heads of South 
Pacific Shipping Company. Geoff 
Bennett and Ken Nobbs said 
Mr. O'Leary had asked for considera¬ 
tion by way of a reduction in the 
freight charge. They also told The 
.News that no standard discounts are 
available on freight from Sydney, 
that they had never been called on 
to quote on freight from Sydney 
and that they had never been involv¬ 
ed in any discount on freight for any 
other motor car. 

At the September 7th Council 
meeting Mr. O'Leary attacked what 
he called "scurrilous references" in 
The News, and reviewed the early 
allegations in the Mercedes affair - 
but omitted any mention of the 40“5fc 
freight discount, or of Geoff Bennett's 
and Ken Nobbs' statements. 

"Gentlemen, I stand by my state¬ 
ment to Council on 3rd August, 1977, " 
Mr. O’Leary said, leaving conflict¬ 
ing statements about the freight dis¬ 
count banging in mid-air. 

Mr. O'Leary re-iterated the fact 
that he had denied having refused 
to pay Customs duty when the Mer¬ 
cedes came in, and that he had not 
claimed to the Collector of Customs 
that he was immune from duty. 


(From an editorial in The News 
of June 1978) 

NORFOLK ISLAND has just had a very 
close call. It is fitting that we should 
recognise the people and the forces 
that saved the Island. At the same 
time it is prudent to recognise some of 
the causes of the near-disaster, so 
that they can be guarded against in 
future generations. 

Many people over many years have 
made it possible for Norfolk to survive 
as a distinct and separate society. 

The Pitcairn settlers, and those des¬ 
cendants who preserved the unshakable 
belief that Norfolk had been given u> 
them in 1856, deserve the most cre¬ 
dit. Their faith and patience, and 
their ability to endure disdain, scorn, 
arrogance and abuse over many gener¬ 
ations will go down in history as one 
of the great legends of the Pacific, 
Overt credit must be given to hon, 
R.J. Ellicott, the Island's Government 
Minister, for recommending to Cab¬ 
inet that the Nimmo Report's main 
proposals should be rejected, and that 
Norfolk should be set on a path toward 
restored local self-government. Mr. 
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Ellicqttmade up his ipiad ia the fa$e 
of considerable antagonism against 
Norfolk within Australia. His recom- 
riendation dad the Cabinet's ac.cep- 
tance ; oflf were correct and just, but 
nonetheless required courage and 
firmness. 

The Norfojk Island Council deserves 
immense credit. Possessing no exec¬ 
utive authority whatever, and repeat¬ 
edly thwarted and belittled by those 
with power over Norfolk, the Council 
simply worked harder, thought harder 
and fought harder than any Council 
in history. 

With the nimmo report 

REJECTED, PRO-INTEGRATIONISTS 
TAKE A NEW POSITION: 

(From The News of September 1978) 

MEMBERS OF the small group that 
worked actively to try to get Norfolk 
Island integrated into Australia have 
challenged the Government's.deci¬ 
sion to allow a locally-shaped social 
welfare system here. 

The group making the challenge 
includes Mrs. Carol Adams, Mr. 
Barry Boniface, Mrs. Amy Bathie, 
Mrs. Merval Hoare and Mr. Gilbert 
Jackson. 

They say there is “conclusive evi¬ 


dence" that the Commonwealth is 
obliged to see that all present and 
future social and welfare benefits 
paid by the Australian Government 
are paid fully on Norfolk. 

They maintain that the Island's 
new Assembly - planned to take 
over management of Norfolk’s in¬ 
ternal budget starting in mid-1979 - 
should be required to pay as much 
of the Australian-scale benefits as 
it can, and that the Commonwealth 
should pay the rest. 

In a jointly-signed letter to Mr. 

D. V. O'Leary as Chairman of.Coun¬ 
cil, debated at the August Council 
meeting, the group presented five 
legal points in support of its new 
position. 


The costs at 
Govt. House 

(From The News of October 1978) 

IN 1964/65, when Maj. -Gen. Words¬ 
worth was Administrator, Government 
House expenses were about $5400, or 
about $14.50 a day, year around. 

During Mr. Nott’s Administratorship, 
in 1965/66, expenses were $6800, or 
about $18.60 a day. 

Mr. Marsh followed, occupying Gov¬ 
ernment house for three years, in 


which expenses were $6700, $7006 
and $7400 - an average of $19.30 a 
day. 

During Air Cdre. Dalkin's four years 
the expense was $7500, $8500, $5700 
and $6500, or an average of the same 
$19.30 a day. 

House expenses during Air Cdre. 
Picker's three-plus years were $6700, 
$7000 (the year the Queen visited) 
and $8500. Inflation was beginning 
to show, and Government house was 
looking better. The average during 
his tenure was $20.30 a day. 

The year 1975/76 was something of 
a puzzler. Potts Buffett, acting as 
Administrator, did not even live in 
Government House for his nine months 
of.office, but far some reason expenses 
jumped up to $12,600 - a record- 
breaking $34.50 a day, on the aver¬ 
age. 

Mr. O'Leary became Administrator 
in September of the 1976/77 year. 
Government house expenses that year 
soared to $23, 000, or nearly $65 a 
day. 

The i.977/78 figures, just released, 
show what Government House expenses 
Mr. O’Leary charged up during his 
second year of occupancy. 

Would you believe five times as 
much as any previous regular Admin¬ 
istrator averaged? 

Would you believe $36,652? 

Would you believe $100.41 for 
every day in the year? 
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PUBLIC MEETING CABLES 
REJECTION OF THE BILL 

(From The News of Feb-March 1979) 

OPPOSITION TO the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 was virtually unanimous, 
and sometimes angry, at a public 
meeting held at Rawson Hall on Jan¬ 
uary 16th. 

The meeting had been called by 
the Society of Descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers, which had already ta¬ 
ken a formal position of opposition 
to the Bill. 

In posters and newspaper advertise¬ 
ments announcing the meeting, the 
Society said "Perhaps you believe 
the Society in opposing the Bill is 
barking up the wrong tree. If so, 

We'd like to hear about it. " 

An estimated 260 people attend¬ 
ed the meeting, including over 
one-fourth of the Island's 800-odd 
electors. 

Following a wide range of com¬ 
ments about the Bill, the meeting 
voted overwhelmingly to reject the 
Bill and to support the Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety's strong resolution on January 
8th. There were no dissenting votes, 
and no one at the meeting voiced 
any support for the Bill - an extra¬ 
ordinary response, at a Norfolk pub¬ 
lic meeting. 

Five of the six elected Councillors 
on the Island at the time attended 
the meeting. As the public feeling 
became clearer and clearer from in¬ 
dividual comments, interjections and 
applause, four of the Courcillors 
made strong statements in support of 
the right of self-determination for 
the Island. 

' resident of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher said that Council’s aim was 
to create self-government, with self- 
determination for the people. He 
said Council had not yet stated its 
position on the Bill, because Council¬ 
lors had not yet heard enough from 
the people. 

He said that the Bill as tabled in 
Parliament did not include some ele¬ 
ments that Council had asked for In 
its private negotiating sessions with 
the Minister. 


• Support 
Norfolk 
Hospital 
— its yours! 


(From The News of March-Apr 1979) 

Council’s objections 

TO THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL AS TABLED 
(Presented to Mr. Ellicott in written form on March 13th, 1979) 


1. The fundamental objection of 
the Norfolk Islanders is that no¬ 
where in the Bill is it recognised 
that in due course they are to ob¬ 
tain self-government in associa¬ 
tion with the Commonwealth of 
Australia. The purpose of all the 
discussions over the past year or so 
has been directed toward that end, 
and this appears to be implicit in 
the policy statement of the 8 th of 
May, 1978. 

2. The Norfolk Islanders also wish 
the Bill to recognise the fact that 
there ought to be what they call 
government by consent; that is to 
say, they have a right to deter¬ 
mine their own future. 

3. The Islanders also insist on 
having the right to carry out a refer¬ 
endum on any issue whatsoever which 
affects them. They want the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly tp have the right 

to call a referendum on any issue 
at any time. 


4. It is accepted that the Bill 
should not provide for immediate 
self-government, and that in the 
interim period there should be a 
transitional period. There are a 
number of ways of approaching this 
in the legislation, which can be 
discussed. 

5. The territory of Norfolk Island 

as described in Schedule 1 only refers 
to the physical land mass, and does 
not cover the territorial water and 
seabed around die Island. 

6. The specific comments on the 
parts of the Bill which require amend¬ 
ment must be considered in the light 
of the fundamental objection to the 
fact that the Bill does not provide, 

in its present form, for self-govern¬ 
ment. If there is to be inserted a 
provision relating to future self-gov¬ 
ernment it would be necessary to 
provide for a substantial number of 
transitional provisions. 


A 


Pountp Hobge Cabcrn 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT "BENELONG", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 



Tuesday through Saturday* from 7 pm 

--BOOKINGS: 2019_^S 1 —' 
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(From The News of Apr-June 1979) 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS MADE BY WILLIAM A. BLUCHER, 
PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL, 

IN CANBH1RA AFTER THE PASSAGE OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON 5TH APRIL, 1979. 


"WE BELIEVE it is a mistake, for 
Norfolk Island's sake and for the 
sake of Australia, for the House of 
Representatives to pass the Bill in 
its present form. 

"This Bill will have the effect of 
only partly restoring self-govern¬ 
ment that was illegally taken froth 
Norfolk Island in 1896. 



Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
V 2 teaspoon pepper 
Vi cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours. HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 

COME BUY A GENUINE MON1ER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

mrs 


"The Bill does not resolve the two 
major matters in contention between 
-Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government, namely - 

- the identity of Norfolk Island ' 
as a member of the Pacific commu¬ 
nity and entitled to self-govern¬ 
ment, and 

- the right of the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island to consent to their own 
form of government. 

"The principal body of residents 
on Norfolk Island are direct descen¬ 
dants of the people of Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and. Norfolk Island was made a 
distinct and separate settlement 
for them by Queen Victoria in 1856 
when the entire population of Pit¬ 
cairn Island agreed tq move here. 
The people's origin is not Austra¬ 
lia. We come from the Pacific and 
we did so long before there was 
such a thing as the Commonwealth. 
"The political connection with Au¬ 
stralia occurred mainly as a matter 
of convenience for the : administra¬ 
tors of the British Empire. 

"The Norfolk Island Council be¬ 
lieves that it is the right of the Nor¬ 
folk Island people to determine the 
nature of their own political system 
by referendum. This fundamental 
point has been rejected by the Aus¬ 
tralian Government. The Norfolk 
Island Bill should not have been 
presented until it had obtained the 
endorsement of the people at ref¬ 
erendum. 

"If the Bill passes the Senate then 
we have said we will work with it 
for the best interests of the people. 
However it contains inbuilt injust¬ 
ices which will cause further dif¬ 
ficulties until they are removed. 


"We do not believe that many 
Australians, or many members of 
Parliament, would wish to see the 
continuation of policy-making by 
Australian officials who we do not 
elect, or government without con¬ 
sent, either in Australia or Norfolk 
Island; and we believe that Norfolk 
Island has the complete and unqual¬ 
ified right to the resources of its 
surrounding ocean zone. 

"We will continue to seek under¬ 
standing and support for our cause 
wherever we can find it. 

"We are not seeking independ¬ 
ence; we are seeking internal self- 
government. 

"We believe we are entitled to the 
right to govern ourselves on our own 
Island, and to enjoy democratic 
freedom like the people of Austra¬ 
lia. 

"We are peaceful, law-abiding 
and self-supporting. 

"All we ask from Australia is 
neighborliness, mutual respect, 
and democracy." 

Offshore Oil? 

(From The News of March-Apr 1979) 

OFFSHORE OIL within Norfolk Island 1 * 
200-mile zone is a distinct geologi¬ 
cal prospect - and according to one 
published account, is a "90% cert¬ 
ainty". 

This dramatic revelation was made 
on the Island late in February as the 
result of remarks made here by one 
of the world's leading suthorities in 
petroleum geology. 

Dr. Sherman Wengerd, a former 
President of the American Associa¬ 
tion of Petroleum Geologists - the 
largest scientific geological society 
in the world - told The News that 
"seismic shots" near Norfolk have 
indicated that die Norfolk Ridge 
contains a thick stratographic sec¬ 
tion of the kind that is characteris¬ 
tic of oil deposits. 

The Norfolk Island Council had not 
been informed by die Commonwealth 
of the seismic research results. 

Dr. Wengerd was reported by "The 
Norfolk Islander" to have told the 
Norfolk Island lions Club that he 
regarded oil under the seabed within 
200 miles of Norfolk a 90^ probabil¬ 
ity. 

Such a statement would be an extra¬ 
ordinarily positive one for a geologist 
of world renown; A number of Lions 
Club members do not recall his hav¬ 
ing made such a definite statement - 
but others who were present have told 


PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD ; 


Babysitting ~ 

Child minding 

PHYLLIS PROLE (mother of three) and WENDY 
. NICHOL (with 3| years experience In a residential 
creche) provide attentive and experienced care at 
the Centre, at Longridge - near Ponderosa. Both 
have First Aid Certificates. 

Charges are $1.25 per hour during the day, $2 
per hour during the evening. Meals can be provided. 

Telephone Mrs. Prole on 2470 for full information. 

Norfolk Island Child Day Care Centre 
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The News that "he definitely said it". 

Dr. Wengerd flew on to New Zea¬ 
land the morning after his Lions talk, 
and The News has been unable to 
reach him for clarification. 

Dr. Wengerd was visiting Norfolk 
on a brief holiday. He had just 
spent nearly five months in Aus¬ 
tralia, where he had extensive dis¬ 
cussions with professional geological 
colleagues, petroleum experts and 
Government authorities. 

In a News interview prior to the 
Lions Club meeting, he said that the 
waters over the Norfolk Ridge are deep 
enough so that it is probably not ec¬ 
onomic to do exploratory drilling 
there now. 

But he said that drilling is being 
done in progressively more difficult 
Areas around the world. Where a 
large oil field is in prospect, he said, 
drilling can now be done in 5, 000 
foot depths. 

VOTING 

CHANGED 

(From the News of July-August 1979) 

June 7th; At a special meeting 
of Council with Mr. Ellicott, Coun¬ 


cillors were given draft copies of 
eight new ordinances that Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said needed to be put into fi¬ 
nal shape and made into law prompt¬ 
ly. The most urgent, he saic£ was 
a draft Legislative Assembly Ordin¬ 
ance. 

He said the Assembly Ordinance 
was mostly identical to the existing 
Norfolk Island Council Ordinance - 
except that it provided far a new 
system of voting known as "propor¬ 
tional representation". He said he 
had formed a. view - not a final 
one, he said - that it would help 
get a broader cross-secdon of Isl¬ 
and views on the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly than die existing voting system 
produced. 

Councillors McIntyre, Blucher, 
Bennett and Nunn had some misgiv¬ 
ings about the change and expressed 
them. The subject was set aside for 
further consideration. 

June 8th: After private talks with 
other Councillors, Councillor McIn¬ 
tyre prepared a five-page paper 
showing ways in which proportional 
representation was not soluble for 
die Island. He and five other Coun¬ 
cillors went over it and agreed it 
should be presented. 

June 9th: The McIntyre paper 
was presented to Mr. Ellicott and 


discussed. Mr. Ellicott uid he 
would give consideration to the 
Councillors’ objections. He return - 
ed-to Australia die next day. 

June 21st; Mr. Ellicott told the 
Administrator by phone that he hftd 
uken full account of Council's 
view and had decided to go abead 
with the new proportional represenu- 
don system. He asked that die 
Council be informed, so they could 
express any further views they had. 

Most Councillors, when they heard 
the news, were outraged. 

PETITION 

(From The News of July-August 1979) 

A PETITION requiring a referendum on 
Norfolk's voting method was signed by 
more than one-third of the Island's 
electors early in July, and lodged with 
acting Adminstrator Gordon Williams 
for action on July 9th. 

The Referendum Ordinance 1964 
says that on receipt of such a petition, 
die Administrator "shall" direct a 
referendum. 

The petition was signed by all of 
Norfolk's elected Councillors except 
David Buffett. 



Calder Crafts 

Real leather 

just west of Rawson Hall 

Leather crafts 


LEATHERWARE 

GIFTS 


POCKET, SHEATH & 
STOCK KNIVES 


Saddlery - supplies 

SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. 


HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


Shoe & saddlery Repairs 

DONE ON THE PREMISES -- 
IN A HURRY IF NECESSARY 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 
USE AS WALL HANGINGS - Mexican $38, US $18 
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N.I. TEAM 

(From The News of September 1979) 

MORE THAN 30 Norfolk Island 
competitors and helpers flew to 
Suva, Fiji by chartered Norfolk 
Island Airlines flights on August 
24th for the 1979 South Pacific 
Games. 

The team, organised and supported 
entirely by residents and local 
organisations, is Norfolk's first 
ever for the Games. 

Australia tried to block a team 
from going, but when Games auth¬ 
orities said Norfolk had every right 
to compete, the Commonwealth 
backed down with a grudging state¬ 
ment that it would not try to prev¬ 
ent the teams' going. 

After jumbling and head-scratch¬ 
ing at lower Government levels, 
Australia's Department of Foreign 
Affairs finally stated the Common¬ 
wealth's official verdict in May: 
"The Australian Government does 
not wish to raise any objection to 
participation of Norfolk Island in 
the South Pacific Games, it being 
noted that the Games are a non¬ 
governmental activity. 

"Norfolk Island's participation in 
the Games has no bearing on the 
international status of Norfolk 
Island, i. e. that it remains an 
integral part of Australia, " the 
statement concluded. 


Assembly 

(From The News of October 1979) 

A MAJORITY of five members of 
Norfolk’s new Legislative Assembly 
voted in September to abandon the 
Norfolk Island Council's long figfit 
to preserve die Island’s culture! and 
ethnic distinctiveness from Australia. 

Members in die group of five ar¬ 
gued that Norfolk is ethnically and 
culturally akin to Australia, that the 
Island's traditions had deteriorated 
badly, and that emphasising differ¬ 
ences between Norfolk and Austral¬ 
ia would not enhance the develop¬ 
ment of a good relationship with 
Australia. 

The Assembly vote reversed the 
strong stand taken by Norfolk Island 
Councils after the Nimmo Report in 
1976. 


REFERENDUM 

(From The News of December 20- 
January20, 1980) 

AT REFERENDUM on December 12 


Norfolk electors strongly rejected 1 the 
Legislative Assembly voting system 
that was forced on them last August. 

At the same time that the Assem¬ 
bly members in their monthly meet¬ 
ing were carrying a vote of confi¬ 
dence in their own government, 7 - 
2, the people of the Island were 
voting heavily the opposite way, 
463-339, in the polling booths. 

The result was an even greater 
blow to the Assembly than the Quar¬ 
antine Station referendum was to 
the Norfolk Island Council in 1972. 
Before that referendum Council had 
approved in principle Australia's 
building its high-security animal 
quarantine station on Norfolk. But 
the voters rejected it 54‘ft-46^. 
Councillors who had favoured the 
station put their tails between their 
legs, and the station was built on 
Cocos Island instead of Norfolk. 

In the referendum just held, 58 °/c 
of electors voted against proportion¬ 
al representation, and only 427c 
were in favour. 


BLOCKED 

(From The News of April 19, 1980) 

A REFERENDUM petition signed by 
more than a third of Norfolk's elec¬ 
tors was blocked by the Australian 
Government on April 1st. * *4 ~ 

Administrator Peter Coleipan made 
a special radio broadcast, repeated 
at intervals during the- following 24 
hours, to announce Australia’s ac¬ 
tion. 

He said the Attorney-General's 
Department had advised that he had 
to decline tire petition because die 
question it raised was considered to 
be one "relating to the constitution 
of the Leglslst ive Assembly". 

Eight days later a Bill was introdu¬ 
ced in the Assembly to change the 
referendum law, so that either the 
electors or the Assembly could de¬ 
mand a referendum on any question 
involving the Island's peace, order 
and good government. 

The Bill is expected to be voted 
on at the May 7th meeting of the 
Assembly. It is not expected to 
have any effect on the petition Mr. 
Coleman has rejected. 

Before the petition had been drawn 
up, its sponsors sought legal advice 
on the legality of the question. Two 
solicitors had examined it and ex¬ 
pressed the view that it did hot "re¬ 
late to the constitution of the Legi¬ 
slative Assembly". 

But the Attorney-General's ruling, 
right or wrong, put an effective end 
to the petition. 


Pacific Talk 

(From The News of Feb. 19. 1980) 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND government’s 
views on development and regional 
co-operation among the Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were circulated to the leaders 
of 17 other island countries and ter¬ 
ritories late In March. 

The occasion was a conference on 
"Development the Pacific Way" held 
at Honolulu by the East-West Center. 

Norfolk was represented by Chief 
Minister David Buffett. 

In our last issue we reprinted the 
first instalment of a major section 
in the Norfolk government paper. 

The paper continues: 

We believe the existence of a fully- 
rounded Pacific Islands Community 
can become an effective reality only 
if all of the peoples who live in that 
Community are able to speak for 
themselves - with whatever degree 
of sovereignty each possesses. 

Norfolk Island's degree of sovereign¬ 
ty is only partial. It is however grow¬ 
ing, with Australia's agreement and 
official, legislated support. The peo¬ 
ple of Norfolk Island may always be 
willing - as it is believed they are now- 
to have some important aspects of the 
Island's sovereignty exercised by Aus¬ 
tralia. But we most heartily welcome, 
and believe our future well-being 
requires, the development of a politi- 
cally-aware Pacific Islands Commun¬ 
ity, in which Norfolk Island can take 
as full a part as our degree of 
sovereignty permits. 

It is the stated policy of the present 
government of Australia that Norfolk 
Island should progress toward an ac¬ 
ceptable level of self-government by 
mid 1984 or earlier. It should be 
noted, however, that the policy of 
the Opposition Party in Australia is 
that Norfolk Island should be inte¬ 
grated into Australia in accordance 
with the recommendations of the 
Nimmo Royal Commission Report 
of 1976. This would be contrary to 
what we believe the great majority 
of the people of Norfolk" Island wish, 
and would be a reversal of the course 
of development the present Austra¬ 
lian Government has helped us to 
embark upon. 

Norfolk Island's main priority in 
connection with the subjects Re¬ 
gional Co-operation is to maintain 
and increase our degree of self-gov¬ 
ernment so that we may in fact co¬ 
operate effectively with the other 
islands of the Region. 
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ONE OF A SERIES ON PO S SI BI LI TIES . . . . W H A T WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


ALL SCIENCE, technology, engineer¬ 
ing derive from our early attempts to 
provide food and shelter for ourselves 
and our young. 

Fairly dogmatic statements. I wish 
I could claim them as mine, but I 
can't. They belong to Jacob Bronowski, 
Bronowski's television series (and the 
book on the series) The Ascent of Man 
stands as one of the masterpieces of art, 
education and philosophy of the cen¬ 
tury. A year or so ago, while review - 
ing Z.en and the Art of Motor Cycle 
Maintenance , Ruth Park made the 
statement over VL2NI that of all the 
books she had read, Zen had had the 
most profound effect on her life. 

It's an interesting thought that one 
particular book (apart from possibly 
the Bible) can alter one’s life, but 1 
fully agree with Ruth Park that it is 
possible. For me the book is The 
Ascent of Man. Bronowski makes the 
point that we do, and then think, - 
not think and then do. Our hands com - 
municate knowledge to our brain and 
to quote him, "the hand is the knife 
edge of the mind". Man the Tool- 
maker and Man the Weaponmaker is 
also Man the Builder. His food needs 
forced him to develop tools and wea¬ 
pons, and his shelter needs forced him 
into building. 

From pueblos to wattle and daub, from 
bark humpys to teepees and igloos, 
there is a seemingly endless variety 
of shelters put together with craft and 
what was handy. Man became, through 
the use of his hands, a successful exper¬ 
imenter, far removed from his evolution¬ 
ary forerunners. We on Norfolk are 
the direct heirs of this technology. 
Though we have a complex society, 
we are still close to nature arid the 
soil. If we weren't, we wouldn't live 
here. We have around us the building 
materials of all ages, wood, stone, and 
earth, materials that are either renew¬ 
able or indestructable. 

The use of natural materials is quite 
often time-consuming and hard work, 
and it is probably for these reasons that 
more use is not made of them. 

People on Norfolk have fairly high 
demands made on their leisure. The 
use of imported processed materials 
is easier, may be quicker, and can be 
no more expensive. So those who do 
have the time and the inclination to 
use natural materials should consider 
themselves somewhat privileged. 


Study of the historic buildings around 
the Island is most instructive. Kingston 
buildings are mostly coral sandstone 
hand-sawn and transported from Nepean, 
laid up as blocks and mortared with 
lime, each process involving endless 
free labour. The wooden lintels were 
salt water cured, a tedious but obvious¬ 
ly effective method of preservation. 

For us to duplicate those buildings in 
1980 would be prohibitively expensive 
and we can do better using other means. 

If you are about to embark on a pise, 
adobe, or rammed earth house, a 
stone cottage or a pole house, there 
are a few things you should bear in 
mind. One... it does help to have 
some free labour. Marriage isn't ne¬ 
cessarily the cheapest method of get¬ 
ting this, even if you do have a con¬ 
tract^ Two... use as much machinery 
suitable for the job as possible. Three.. 
be prepared to still be working on the 
project in 1990. Now for some detail. 

Pise, rammed earth, adobe. 

There are quite a few books avail¬ 
able on the subject. By far the best 
is Build Your House of Earth (Middle- 
ton, NSW Institute of Technology, 

1952, now available in paperback). 

All of the techniques are suitable for 
Norfolk, provided your house design 
has wide eaves or, preferably, veran¬ 
dahs to afford some protection to the 
walls. 

Adobe presents some difficulties due 
to the lack of a convenient source of 
straw, the binding material Pharoh 
denied die Children of Israel. Adobe 
blocks also ate very heavy. While 
manageable enough on the lower 
courses, they become very awkward 
to handle without some fairly substan¬ 
tial scaffolding. All Norfolk’s sub¬ 
soil clays are suitable, particularly 
those around the craters, but it is much 
more convenient to use what is already 
around your house site. 

Pise is the use of the adobe mix - 
straw and clay mixed to a puggy tex¬ 
ture - laid up directly into the wall 
and well rammed. It is more conven¬ 
ient and just as effective if the curing 
process is slowed down with frequent 
wettings. 

Rammed earth uses cement or a 
soil emulsion, rather than straw, as 
a bonding agent. It is similar to pise 
in laying up. In both pise and rammed 
earth a strong boxing is necessary, 
though Middleton has designed a mov¬ 


able form that appears to do away 
with this. Some years ago I built a 
basement using the United Nations 
designed Cinva Ram, which is a var¬ 
iation on other techniques in that 
earth cement blocks are made in a 
press and laid up like concrete blocks. 
Ned Lenthal's chimney is a good ex¬ 
ample of this method. 

To compensate for the low tensile 
and shearing strength of earth, walls 
are usually made quite thick, any¬ 
where from 18 inches to three feet, giv¬ 
ing that characteristic look and adding 
to the excellent thermal insulation of 
earth. But the thickness does add to 
the total amount of material to be 
shifted. 

The use of earth has a very definite 
aesthetic appeal to some people. It 
is cheap, durable and virtually main¬ 
tenance-free, apart from an annual 
coat of white wash or paint, and gives 
one a strong sense of identity with the 
most native of the elements and our 
origins. 

Stones . 

Stones have endless fascination for 
those who play about with them. 

The stone hobbyist is boundlessly, bor¬ 
ingly enthusiastic about what he is about 
to do with stones, is doing, or has just 
done. 

His friends are usually refreshingly 
honest about his latest attempt. 

Stones seem to have a universal appeal 
not present in any other building mat¬ 
erial. They seem to relate in an almost 
atavistic fashion to our remote past, 
giving a sense of permanence, art, 
craft and life. They are not inert, 
though they certainly have inertia, as 
bruised and bloody fingers will soon 
testify. Japanese folklore says that 
stones are living things, with just a 
slightly different timescale from ours - 
a charming and capturing thought. 

All stones have character. Some 
stones have more character titan others. 
When laid up in a wall, the sum is 
greater than its parts. Even if the in¬ 
dividual stone may appear to be a 
somewhat dull fellow by himself, he 
will quite likely take his place happily 
and usefully with his mates. 

"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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Norfolk 


IT WAS LOVELY to sit in the sun 
and listen to two Norfolk Islanders 
of different generations reminisce 
about "the old days” here without 
any feeling of a generation gap 
whatsoever between them. 

They were talking about very 
different periods on Norfolk but 
there was still a sameness -- a 
sweetness -- that existed in their 
memories about their childhoods 
here. 

They grew up here 25 years a- 
part, but they both spoke of the 
same gentleness and civility that 
the Island displayed. 

The old days" were really not 
so long ago on Norfolk. The elder 
islander is In her seventies. Call 
her Aunt Sue if you like. The 
younger is in her fifties — we'U 
call her Mary. 

Harken for a while. There was 
something special here, and may¬ 
be we can still keep It from being 
lost. 



sweets to go into the swamps to col¬ 
lect them for him..." 

.... "yes, and he used to plant pea¬ 
nuts and get all of us children to 
pull them up. We'd refuse to pull 
them up until he gave us sweets. 
You'd turn the peanuts up - they 
grew in the ground - to dry in the 
sun. We were never paid -- well, 
very little cash -- but all the pea- 
nuts we could eat. And condensed 
milk: 

... "he used to take us up to Palm 
Glen to pick passionfruit and we'd 
scoop up a big block, and he had 
the condensed milk along to put 
on it r and we’d all sit around -- 
Kitty Quintal who lived with Mary 
Jo..." 


"THE PLACE WAS like one love¬ 
ly park. The lantana was burned 
down every year; you weren’t sup¬ 
posed to have noxious weeds - - 
you were fined if you did." 

...“there was Aung Mag and Un¬ 
cle Tom Quintal - they were in 
the long row of houses at Slaughter 
Bay. They didn't have a family 
but they always had kids stay 
with them just the same -- they 
adopted Martin and Noel used to 
be with them a lot -- the old- 
time Norfolk Islanders just loveg 
children and if they didn't have any 
they were always pinching some¬ 
body elses..." 

..." you don’t hear the bell now at 
Church. It had a beautiful tone. 
You could bear it toll all over die 
island - - that's how everybody knew 
when there was a death. The toll 
of the bell went right through you. 
Ir would toll the age of the person. 

If it tolled twenty-one you knew it 
was a young person..." 


"ROY BELL USED to give us sweets, " 
said Aunt Sue. "You see there were 
a whole lot of kids who lived down 
at Kingston --it was a natural play¬ 
ground. He used to shoot Jack 
Snipes -- there used to be so many 
along the swamps there. They were 
very good eating and he’d give us 


"WE ALWAYS USED to celebrate 
Bounty Day under those big pines 
at Government House when I was 
a girl. There would be sports and 
everything. The men would play 
cricket --it would be the "Boun¬ 
ty" boys versus all-comers. It 
used to be fabulous. I remember 
watching sports and horse races in 
Charley Rossiter's paddock..." 

... "yes, that was where the air¬ 
port is now, ” Mary remembered. 

..." and they used to throw the 
cricketers in the creek... " 

... "there was a very nice creek 
right through the Water Mill right 
down to Emily Bay and they were 
all clean and running. Some of 
the men* for their public works 
call, used to clean out all the 
leaves..." 

... "the valleys all used to have 
running water. Most people used 
to grow all their own fruit in their 
valleys. After the war the men 
gave it up because they got big 
money. They gave away the farm¬ 
ing because it had all been for 
love..." 

... "yes, Mum used to have mul¬ 
berries, oranges, peaches, just every¬ 
thing. Dad had his valleys full of 
bananas. It was so beautiful..." 

... "even the air at night you could 
smell the orange blossoms, jasmine, 
honeysuckle. It was a real garden 
of Eden... " 


LIVING 


T FORGET HOW MANY Southern 
CrossJt- ships-there were. They plied 
among the islands. And there was 
the 'Mocambo*, a Bums Philp ship - 
a real ship - they were called 'the 
octypus of the North'. All die ships 
started with "M". The food was 
beautiful..." 

... "yes, they put on marvellous 
food. The cabins were small. There 
were two or three bunks in each. 
Luckily, you could sit on deck and 
eat apples... " 

... "the first person who sighted the 
smoke of the ship on the horizon 
would sing out, "Sail Ho" and some¬ 
body else would hear it and pick it 
up and it would be around the island 
in no time... " 

... "they had a flagstaff at Flag¬ 
staff Hill and if the boat was com¬ 
ing into Kingston they'd put up a 
white flag and if it was coming in¬ 
to Cascades, they'd put up a red 
one...“ 

... "it was an adventure when a 
ship came in... “ 


THE TOURISTS WE GOT in those 
days were very high class people. 
They were people who were just 
interested in the history of Norfolk 
or scientists doing research and they 
were wealthy people who could stay 
a while... " 

... "they had to stay for at least six 
weeks..." 

... "there were only several guest 
houses -- Charlgrove, Ivy House - 
that's just a bit past Charlie Fresh¬ 
water's place --it was a very big 
house on a steep hill with a beauti¬ 
ful garden..." 

... "it was Uncle Greg and Aunt 
Gin's place - Jean Mitchell’s grand¬ 
parents. .." 

... "their son. Arch, ran the board¬ 
ing house. There was plenty of 
food... * 


"IN THOSE DAYS people would 
get up at daylight, work in their 
gardens until seven or so and then 
have their breakfast. Then they’d 
toddle off to their different jobs 
and then come home at five - - go 
down into die valleys and farm un¬ 
til sunset..." 

... "the young don't do this any¬ 
more. Those blasted hotels are all 
they think about. It's very sad.. 


(From Tbe New* of oetober, 1978) 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS , 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petiol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres . 

j •MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ,. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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NEW IMMIGRATION CONTROLS 


THE LONG-AWAITED IMMIGRATION BILL HAS BEEN PASSED AND SENT TO CANBERRA 
FOR ASSENT. A QUICK DIGEST OF THE RULES - WHO CAN STAY, WHO CAN'T. 


UNIONS FOR NORFOLK? 


UlE STILL STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THE UPGRADING PLANS. 
MAJORITY MAY BE LEARNT FROM A PETITION FOR REFERENDUM. 


PITCAIRN/NORFOLK FILM 


FILM AUSTRALIA IS CONSIDERING MAKING A $150, 000 DOCUMENTARY ON THE 
TWO ISLANDS. A DECISION WILL PROBABLY BE MADE LATER THIS MONTH. 


Editorials, page 13 

AIRPORT PETITION...DELAY IN VOTING LAW. 
PLUNGING INTO DECIMAL CURRENCY 



COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 

Duncan's-* 

JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish- 

other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look- ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
ing for us because we have 1. 000s of items at old- folk Pine. 

fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 

those elsewhere. Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 

Our shop is also nice just to. visit because it is where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 

a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 

WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s ■ American Express - Visa 



RUBIES 

OPALS 

PEARLS 

IVORY 

JADE 


REALLY 

OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


SAPPHIRES STAR SAPPHIRES GARNET 

AMETHYST AQUAMARINE EMERALDS 

CITRINE CUBIC ZIRCONIA GREEN AGATE 

PERIDOT TOURMALING CORAL 

SHELL 

SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 

NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 




THROUGH the wonders of satellite 
broadcasting, the Canadian Broadcast¬ 
ing Corporation began providing Eski¬ 
mo communities in the far north with 
16 hours a day of television, starting 
in 1973. The programs were from the 
large cities in southern Canada, and 
from the U. S. 

Within two years, 98<7c of all Eskimo 
homes in the satellite area had TV sets. 
At that point social researchers called 
on homes and talked with people in 
several communities, to find out what 
the effects of TV had been. 

Watching the box had become the 
main leisure-time activity for almost 
everyone. The local cinema, which 
had been offering new billings four 
time a week, had to shut down for 
lack of business two months after the 
satellite began operating. 

Adults were watching TV an everage 
of 6. 7 hours each day on weekdays, 
and an average of 7.4 hours a day on 
weekends; total watching time was an 
average of 48.3 hours a week. 

Students at the Frobisher Bay school 
watched just as much, but students in 
outlying settlements said they were 
watching an average of only 4.6 hours 
a day - or 32.2 hours a week. 

Local high school officials said those 
figures were probably understated. "The 
TV set remains turned on during most 
of the day, ” the report said, "forming 
a constant backdrop in the home, simi- 
lay to the way in which radio was used 
previously. 

"Given the relative nonimportance 
of time to the Eskimo adult in terms 
of specific hours, the set typically 
remains on until sign-off, and child¬ 
ren of any age will watch until that 
time. As a result; absenteeism is 
high among native students during the 
morning school hours. “ 

The high school physical education 
instructor said that as the result of 
seeing weekly hockey games on TV, 
students in school hockey games al¬ 
most immediately began doing what 
they'd seen happen on TV : tripping, 
rough play and fighting in the game 
became commonplace. "Referees 
also had to endure more arguments 


and abuse. 

"While similar comments have been 
made by parents and teachers in the 
south, the difference in the Eskimo 
culture is that man has traditionally 
battled with the natural elements and 
not with his fellow man. The physi¬ 
cal violence of man against man was 
viewed as wasteful and foolish... " 

Watched hour after hour, week after 
week, year after year, television does 
far more than consume people's time. 
In very powerful ways, it becomes 
their teacher, in place of parents and 
grandparents, in place of school, in 
place of church, in place of friends. 

Gradually it moulds people's beliefs 
about what is moral. Gradually it 
draw's people into thinking and act¬ 
ing like people In the place where 
TV shows are made. 

As a result, sociologists sometimes 
refer to satellite television as "elec¬ 
tronic colonialism". 

U. S. television shows, played con¬ 
tinually in American Samoa, cause 
young girls in that lovely tropical cli¬ 
mate to begin wearing knee-boots and 
plastic jackets, because that's what 
the girls in the U.S. situation come¬ 
dies wear. So a schoolteacher there 
tells us with sadness. 

Engineers in Australia seem to think 
it's quite feasible to give Norfolk ac¬ 
cess to electronic signals that would 
allow mainland TV to be rebroadcast 
here, all day and much of the night, 
starting in a couple of years. The 
engineers see it as a technical prob¬ 
lem, which can be overcome with a 
bit of spending and proper design. 

Have they thought about what those 
electronic signals might do to Norfolk? 

Perhaps they have. The Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation apparently 
did not give much thought to what 
they might do to the Eskimo commun¬ 
ities, but now that the effects have 
been studied there, anyone in the OTC, 
Telecom, the Department of Home 
Affairs or the ABC can read what hap¬ 
pened. 

Time and again authorities in Aus¬ 
tralia have made attempts to de- 
culturise Norfolk, and blend it into 
Australia. In over 100 years they 
have never been fully able to achieve 
this. But they have never had tele¬ 
vision to help them. It could do the 
trick, very quickly - and Australia 
knows it. 

It is quite possible that the author¬ 
ities in Canberra no longer wish to 
de-culturise Norfolk, but in fact want 
to help the Island preserve the 
strengths and good characteristics that 
are its special heritage. 


If they care about Norfolk's own cul¬ 
ture they will no more allow full¬ 
time Australian TV programming here 
then they would allow full-time U.S. 
or Russian (or British or New Zealand) 
programming to be broadcast in Aus¬ 
tralia. 

Television may be inevitable here. 

If it is, we should see to it that it is 
Norfolk television, the way VL2NI is 
Norfolk radio, and we should fully 
expect Australian understanding and 
co-operation in making it so. 


New and beautiful 

THE OFFICERS' Quarters at Kingston - 
sometimes called the "Museum build¬ 
ing", which it was fot a while, and 
now used as the Administrator's of¬ 
fice (upstairs) and the philatelic sec¬ 
tion offices (downstairs) - is rapidly 
emerging as perhaps the sweetest of 
all the Georgian buildings remaining 
from the second settlement era. 

As part of the continuing Kingston 
restoration program Australia is carry¬ 
ing out here, the building is once 
again being given a two-storied ver¬ 
andah all around it. 

It's said that this will be the third 
or fourth time the verandah has been 
built. The building originally had 
one, but as everyone knows untreat¬ 
ed timber rots quickly in the weather 
on Norfolk, and the first verandah 
may not have lasted long. 

In photographs taken in the early 
1900s the verandah is there. Some¬ 
time around the time of Australia's 
acceptance of authority for admini¬ 
stering the Island, in 1914, that one 
was pulled down - presumably having 
rotted and become unsafe. In the 
early 1900s pictures the buildings, 
grounds and the compound walls at 
the New Military Barracks look pretty 
tatty, and the effect of the Officers' 
Quarters ' verandah is not especially 
graceful or inviting. 

But in real life, as it nears comple¬ 
tion, the new one transforms the 
building in a delightful way. You 
feel drawn toward the building, want 
to walk around it, want to be on the 
upper verandah surveying the King¬ 
ston scene, want to retain its crisp, 
elegant image in your mind. 

We who live here and those who 
visit Norfolk owe extra thanks to 
Australia, to the restoration planners 
and to the Island's restoration crew 
for giving; us this quite non-essential 
but immensely pleasing bit of gra¬ 
ciousness. 
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The Stylish Performer 



Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rearseat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 



‘Road &Track’ 

magazine says *Evi Ry so DI TI N a new ear arrives at the 
R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda's third new car in two 
years: the 626 .9 


FITZPATRICK’S 



A NEW IMMIGRATION LAW - AT LAST 


A NEW IMMIGRATION law was 
passed by the Legislative Assembly 
on August 13th and has gone to Can¬ 
berra for consideration by Australia's 
Governor - General. 

Immigration has for years been one 
of the thorniest issues on the Island. 

It has been controlled by a combin - 
ation of written law, policies written 
and unwritten, and personal judg¬ 
ments. The need for a clear new 
law became obvious in the early 
1970s, but it was stalled by endless 
debate, delays and paper-shuffling 
until Norfolk's locally-elected Leg- 
is lative Assembly came into exis¬ 
tence last year. 

An Immigration Bill introduced in 
the house by Chief Minister David 
Buffett five months ago proved to 
be unacceptable to the community 
and the Assembly, and was with¬ 
drawn in July. It would have given 
the Chief Minister sweeping powers 
to set quotas for new settlers and 
residential certificates, and to de¬ 
cide who could stay on Norfolk and 
who had to leave. It provided for 
an Immigration Committee to offer 
him advice - but the Chief Minister 
was to pick two of its three mem¬ 
bers and chair its meetings. 

The law now passed by the Assem¬ 
bly is radically different. 

SS A quota for the number of people 
allowed to settle on the Island each 
year will be set by the full Assembly. 

-I Members of the Immigration Com¬ 
mittee will be selected by the full 
Assembly, and will elect their own 
cha,rman. 

■ An "executive member" of the 
Assembly will have responsibility 
for immigration - not necessarily the 
Chief Minister. The responsible 
executive member will not sit on' 
the Immigration Committee, but 
some other Assembly member will. 

■ The Committee will have power 
to inquire into and make recommen¬ 
dations on all aspects of immigration, 
and is to be informed what action is 
taken on its recommendations. The 
Assembly's executive member will 
not be bound to accept the Commit¬ 
tee's recommendations, but will 
obviously want to have good reasons 
if he does take exception to them. 

In such a situation he could well 
ask the Committee to reconsider its 
advice, rather than rejecting it. 

As now sent to the Governor-Gen¬ 
eral, the law would preserve certain 
rights of Pitcairners (and others whose 


ancestors lived on Norfolk between 
1856 and 1900) to live here if they 
want to. Provided at least one of 
their parents also lived on Norfolk at 
some time, people of such Island de¬ 
scent could move here at will, with¬ 
out being subject to a quota. They 
would be granted General Entry Per¬ 
mits to remain on the Island, but 
would not be eligible to apply for 
certification as Residents until they 
had lived here for five years and were 
considered by the Immigration Com¬ 
mittee to have been assimilated into 
the community. 

Others wanting to settle on Norfolk 
would have to wait until there was 
room in the immigration quota for 
them. Some two or three hundred 
people now living on the Island have 
only temporary entry permits, al¬ 
though they have in fact settled here. 
It is expected that these people would 


be given General Entry Permits soon 
after the new law'takes effect, with 
the Assembly creating a large, one¬ 
time-only quota to bring them in. 

Under the law Temporary Entry 
Permits would be issued only to work¬ 
ers needed to fill Island jobs which 
cannot be filled locally, or to persons 
carrying out some educational or 
cultural assignment. These permits 
would be valid for up to a year, 
rather than six months as in the past. 
Temporary permit time would not 
count toward the five-year require¬ 
ment. 

Tourists would continue to be allow¬ 
ed to stay for 30 days without getting 
special written permission, or for as 
long as 120 days with permission. 

The law would continue to apply 
as the present one does, to every non¬ 
resident except armed forces or dip¬ 
lomatic representatives, on duty. 


HOW THE NEW LAW WILL WORK 

IF THE ASSEMBLY'S BILL IS ASSENTED TO BY AUSTRALIA 

ANYONE who is not a resident of Norfolk requires a permit 
to be here. 

BUYING a home, land or business on Norfolk does not carry 
with it any entitlement to any type of immigration permit 
-- nor does Australian, British or any other nationality. 

VISITORS AUTOMATIC for up to 30 days. Up to a further 90 days 
on application. Visitors may not take employment here. 

WORKERS TO BE employed, or to stay longer than 120 days, a Tem¬ 
porary Entry Permit is required. It is good for up to a year 
and may be renewed. Not issued if a Norfolk resident can 
do the job. Applicant must be qualified, of good charac¬ 
ter and health, likely to benefit Norfolk, and holding an 
onward travel ticket. 

General Entry Permit required. Unless an "Island descen¬ 
dant" the applicant is subject to a quota set by the Assem¬ 
bly. Applicants screened by an Immigration Commitee 
which considers why they want to live here, how they will 
support themselves and their dependants, and whether 
they are of good character and health. 

RESIDENCE Granted onl y t0 holders of General Entry Permits who have 
lived here for five out of seven years (time as a visitor or 
Temporary Entry Permit holder does not count). Screened 
by Immigration Committee, which weighs whether the 
applicant has been assimilated into the community and is 
still of good character and health. 

APPEALS ANYONE who is refused a permit or residency certificate, 
or whose permit is cancelled by the Executive Member, 
can appeal to the responsible Australian Minister, through 
the Administrator, if he feels the law was not fairly en¬ 
forced. 


NEW 

SETTLERS 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Aug 30-Sep 30, 1 980 





International Duty Free 

incorporating 

Sporting Gift Centre 

YOUR AGENT FOR 


RADIO CASSETTES 
FROM $37.35 


TELEVISIONS 
FROM $367.90 


















CAR STEREOS - 
FROM $91.85 


^ nr mmmal V 


AND A WIDE RANGE OF APPLIANCES 
VISIT IRVINE’S TO VIEW OUR 

VACUUM CLEANERS FROM $73.80 

I 

MICROWAVE OVENS FROM $364 


WE ARE OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 










ASSEMBLY OuK.’S $54,000 MORE PAY 


PAY RISES averaging about $6. 60 a 
week for members of the Norfolk pub¬ 
lic service and $2.88 a week for ordin¬ 
ary members of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly were approved by the Assembly on 
August 13 th. 

The rises are 4.2*55: for the public ser¬ 
vice - understood to be a half-yearly 
adjustment - and 5*55: for the Assembly - 
understood to be an annual adjustment. 
At the top end of the pay scales they 
will, mean an extra $11.50 a week or 
so for the highest grade Admin officers, 
and an extra $17 a week for the Chief 
Minister. 

They will add $54,700 a year to the 
Island's annual public wages bill. 

The increases were exactly in line 
with determinations made in Australia, 
where the National Wage Case result¬ 
ed in a 4.2<?c rise for most public ser¬ 
vants, and a Remuneration Tribunal 
determination set 57c as the Norfolk 
Assembly's adjustment for this year. 

But the Assembly’s debate on the is¬ 
sue made it clear that most members 
think the automatic wages tie between 
Australia and Norfolk is outmoded, 
and should be replaced with a new ad¬ 
justment method based on the Island's 
own separate circumstances. 

Since 1973 the Island public service 
has automatically received rises equal 
to those awarded in Australia in the 
National Wage Case. 

Starting last August the Assembly was 
made responsible fot Norfolk's complete 
public budget. With public service 
wages making up well over half of gov¬ 
ernmental spending on the Island, the 
Assembly's ability to control the bud¬ 
get was seriously impaired by having 
wages policy set elsewhere. 

The Norfolk Island Public Service 
Ordinance, enacted by Australia, says 
that the local Public Service Board has 
the right to determine positions and 
pay. But the Ordinance also says that 
the Board has no power to appropriate 
public funds. 

Meanwhile the Norfolk Island Act, 
which takes precedence over the Pub¬ 
lic Service Ordinance, says that no 
Norfolk public funds can be spent ex¬ 
cept under an enactment. 

The legal position thus seems to be 
that the P. S. Board has the right to 
decide how funds are used, once they 
have been appropriated - but that the 
Assembly has the responsibility to de¬ 
cide how much money should be made 
available. 

In die August 13th debate, Chief 
Minister David Buffett indicated that 
be is considering the idea of the As¬ 
sembly's handing wage-setting respon¬ 


sibility to a Norfolk-style system of 
arbitration. He said the government 
was working toward "a Norfolk Island 
public service with salaries and wages 
and periodic adjustments thereto that 
reflect a Norfolk Island situation". 

Steps in this direction included ef¬ 
forts to make a review of the public 
service "establishment" - the table of 
officially-approved positions - and to 
develop a Norfolk cost-of-living index. 

He said it might be 9-12 months be¬ 
fore these could be used in connection 
with wage adjustments. Starting then, 
he said, it would be possible to use a 
system in which an arbitrator - possi¬ 
bly someone from the Australian arbi¬ 
tration system - might assess what was 
needed in the way of wage adjustments, 
by considering such matters as - 

AThe Norfolk Island cost-of-living 
index 

AViews put by the Public Service 
Board 

AViews put by the elected Norfolk 
government 

AViews put by individuals in the 
public service 

AViews put by "any other relevant 
body or person". 

But in describing such a system he 
said he was simply trying to paint a 
picture of the kind of planning that is 
being thought about. 

"What would be used in such situa¬ 
tions would be Norfolk Island statistics, 
Norfolk Island information and Norfolk 
Island input...machinery whereby a 
Norfolk Island situation will be reflect¬ 
ed in the public service of Norfolk 
Island." 

Assemblyman Bryan Nunn said he sup¬ 
ported the idea of independent arbitra¬ 
tion, but cautioned that a consumer 
price index was useful only when it 
was available for a period of time and 
showed what changes were occurring, 
he was not optimistic that this could 
be done in less than 18 months. 

Duncan McIntyre said he hoped a 
scheme that was relevant to Norfolk 
could be developed. He said that in 
Australia the 4.27c rise was taxable to 
wage earners, and on the average, for 
salaries between $5. 000 and $20, 000 
a year, the wage earner would actual¬ 
ly be getting a rise of only 3.47c. Be¬ 
cause there is no Norfolk Island income 
tax, local wage earners would be get¬ 
ting the full amount. 

He also thought that the Remunera¬ 
tion Tribunal should be made aware 
that Assembly members' salaries were 
not taxable. 

The only strong controversy in the 
debate came from Gilbert Jackson, who 


lashed out at the Assembly itself, 
some Assembly members, companies, 
the company shares, the Common¬ 
wealth and both the Minister and the 
Department of Home Affairs. 

"The money that's being seeked in 
this Bill, it's most like the pay or the 
flow-on that was deprived of the work¬ 
ers in the initial stages of framing the 
budget;" he said. 

"And this flow-on for the public ser¬ 
vice should never have been withheld 
in the first place, because to inter¬ 
fere with a long-standing principle of 
wage-fixing without an alternative, 
and there wasn't an alternative when 
this was said, it was just an attack, 
without placing any alternative for 
us to consider, is in my opinion a dir¬ 
ect attack to lower the living standards 
of Norfolk Island workers and their tam- 
ilies," he continued. 

"Mr. Ryves and Mr. McIntyre sub¬ 
mitted a taxation formula to the Pub¬ 
lic Service Board for their considera¬ 
tion, stating that the full 4.27c should 
not be granted. I would have thought 
that the two honourable members would 
have stayed clear of any taxation sug¬ 
gestions, unless it was intended to be 
extended to company profits, company 
shares, those dealing in companies, 
and businesses operating on the Island, 
instead of singling out the public ser¬ 
vice for this taxation treatment. 

"This situation may never had got 
to this where we are now if we had 
have had the Gates Report available. 

"It is almost two years since Prof. 
Gates and Prof. Treadgold conducted 
the feasibility study into the affairs 
of Norfolk Island, and up to date, only 
been a few pages in their two-year 
effort. 

"I registered my doubts, on a pre¬ 
vious occasion in this House, when l 
stated it was my opinion that the Gates 
Report has revealed evidence that is 
not in the best interest of Australia nor 
Norfolk Island. 

"If that is not so, then I strongly con¬ 
demn the Commonwealth Government 
of Australia, but especially the Mini¬ 
ster for Home Affairs and his Depart¬ 
ment, for not pursuing this report as 
it was promised to the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island and this government," he 
concluded. 


PROTEST BY 
P.S. OFFICERS’ 
DELEGATE 

-Page 11 
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LET’S FIND QUT HOW PEOPLE FEEL ABOUT IT. SAYS PUBLIC MEETING 


PETITION FOR JETPORT REFERENDUM 


OPPOSITION to the upgrading of Nor¬ 
folk's airport became a bit more rea¬ 
listic and clearly focussed in August. 

While it still seems likely that the 
plans will go ahead, other possibilities 
took on a degree of substance. 

New developments included: 

^ John Brown, chairman of Norfolk 
Island Airlines, said that De havilland 
Canada could deliver a version of its 
Dash-7 around the end of 1981 which 
could fly 36 passengers on the Sydney- 
Norfolk run, carrying adequate alter¬ 
nate airport fuel, without a stop at 
Lord howe Island. He said N1A had 
worked out a "finance fackage” with 
De Havilland and had agreed to take 
the plane if the airport is not upgraded 
for jets. 

^ A public meeting on August 14th 
resolved to start a petition for a refer¬ 
endum on whether the upgrading should 
be done. An earlier public meeting 
had resolved that there should be no 
upgrading, but its resolution had no 
effect beyond registering an objection 
from a small minority. If the referen¬ 
dum petition can attract signatures 
from a third of the electors, the law 
would require the question to be put 
to a general ballot, l ow the vote 
would go is a question. If it favoured 
the upgrading - or if the petition fails 
to get enough support, which seems a 
definite possibility - opposition to med¬ 
ium-sized jets would become a lost 
cause. 

But if the petiton does succeed, and 
a majority are persuaded to vote 
gainst the upgrading, a referendum 
could cause the Legislative Assembly 
to reverse its support for the project 
and quite possibly lead to a scaling- 
down in Australia’s plans for the air¬ 
port. 

► Jed Clampett, leader of a "Cam¬ 
paign to Preserve Norfolk", tord’a 
select committee of the Assembly on 
August 12 th that the Department of 
Transport had mis-stated the facts 
about the Dash-7 in its environmental 
impact reports, and said that the plan¬ 
ned enlargement of the airport would 
open Norfolk up to Boeing 737s, BAC- 


• Support 
Norfolk 
Hospital 
— it's yours! 


Ills, freighter Electras, military Or- 
ions, itinerant corporate aircraft and 
other traffic that would be bad for the 
Island. 

Before the Norfolk Island Airlines 
announcement and the latest public 
meeting. Chief Minister David Buf¬ 
fett re-stated the Assembly’s support 
for the upgrading, but added that 
"Should any factors, not previously 
considered, be brought forward during 
the remaining process of examination, 
the Norfolk Island Government will of 
course explore these factors. ” 

Only one main step remains in the 
formal process of examination he re¬ 
ferred to. This is hearings by the Pub¬ 
lic Works Committee of the Australian 
Parliament, to be held on Norfolk from 
September 1st to 5th. 

The Committee has the responsibil¬ 
ity for reviewing any major Australian 
capital expenditures before they go 
ahead. In the past it has occasionally 
recommended against projects favour¬ 
ed by the Government, and it is quite 
capable of recommending against the 
upgrading if evidence shows that the 
work is not really necessary or would 
actually do more harm than good. 

If the Committee concludes that the 
upgrading is warranted, Parliament 
would be expected to authorise the nec¬ 
essary Australian funds during its cur¬ 
rent sitting. 

The Committee’s hearings will be 
open to the public. 

In an interview with The News, Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines chairman John 
Brown said he had the impression that 
Australia would proceed with the up¬ 
grading "no matter what". 

he said NIA intended to continue 
serving the Island regardless of what 
decision was made on the airport, and 
the plan to acquire a modified Dash-7 
showed that the airline could do this 
if the upgrading does not go ahead. 

"De havilland have re-worked the 
basic machine for us; " he said. Mod¬ 
ifications would include eliminating 
a large cargo door and a heavy cargO- 
carrying floor, and installing long- 
range fuel tanks which had already 
been engineered. 

If NIA were licensed to operate 
Sydney-Norfolk and Auckland-Norfolk, 
the plane could carry up to 36 passen¬ 
gers to and from Sydney, up to 41 be¬ 
tween here and Brisbane, and up to 
.50 between here and Auckland. It 
would break even with a payload of 
about 22 passengers. 

Part of the "financial package" NIA 


has worked out with De Havilland 
would be that a full range of spares 
would be held ready for the airline 
on consignment from the manufactur¬ 
er. 

Mr. Brown plans to leave Norfolk 
September 2nd for the major interna¬ 
tional aviation show at Famborough, 
England, a visit to the De Havilland 
factory in Canada, and a conference 
of the commuter airline industry in 
the U. S. 

he said that if Australia wants med¬ 
ium jets serving Norfolk, NIA would 
have to look at ways to use them too. 
"I don't think we could make the F-28 
pay, " he said, but added that it might 
be practical to charter 737s from Air 
Pacific or from Air New Zealand. 

Tax blamed as 
Tavern shuts 

BOUNTY LODGE Tavern has closed 
because its operating company. 

Bounty Lodge Ltd., has been requir - 
ed to pay Australian income tax. 

Mr. Bruce Barton, a real estate 
agent and auctioneer in Hurstville, 

N.S. W„, has written to the com¬ 
pany's creditors saying that the busi - 
ness cannot continue to support both 
Island taxes and what he calls "re¬ 
trospective" mainland taxes. 

He has asked the restaurant’s sup¬ 
pliers for co-operation and patience 
about overdure bills, saying that 
their interests "can best be served 
by the support of a leasing arrange¬ 
ment to a person or persons not com¬ 
mitted to the payment of mainland 
taxation. This plan is now under ne¬ 
gotiation, and I strongly recommend 
that all suppliers give maximum co¬ 
operation to the new lessee to ulti¬ 
mately protect their interests. ” 

Mr. Barton says that there has been 
"a series of mismanagement situa¬ 
tions and other loss factors since the 
restaurant's inception," but that the 
owners of the property have always 
made good outstanding accounts, 
without obligation, in an effort to 
uphold their reputation and their 
standing in the community. 

"The writer has every hope and is 
confident that all current outstanding 
accounts will be met in similar vein 
as funds may become available from 
the leasing of the restaurant, ’’ Mr. 
Barton's letter says. 
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Meet the next generation of food processors. 
Sunbeam faeu^CMiiKNB 

The end (rfstop/start food processing. 



Continuous flow operation. 

The problem with the first generation of food 
processors was that all food preparation was 
carried out in a small container. So, although 
they were fast, their capacity was limited and 
their operation was stop/start. The container 
had to be emptied for each change of 
ingredient, each change of function and each 
time the container was filled. 


A big change for the better. 

The new Sunbeam* Freeway** food processor 
has continuous flow. This means that for most 
big jobs, the container is by-passed completely. 
Food is fed in through the top in the normal 
manner. But the Freeway food processor 
processes the food right there and shoots it 
neatly out through a chute, in the side. Food 
simply flows straight through, continuously. 
You can slice, shred or chip as many different 
ingredients as you like, without stopping. 


$59" 


SUNBEAM CLASSIC STEAM AND DRY IRON SR14. 

Steam or dry action. With 36 steam holes, wide-range of fabric 
settings, and a convenient side-mounted cord. 


SPECIAL 


Comes complete with neat attachment kit. 

Continuous flow means that bulk processing 
is handled without the machine itself being 
huge. So it takes up much less bench space. 
That also means it is a lot lighter. Yet it is held 
firmly in place on the bench with rubber 
suction feet. 


‘PETE’S PLACE’ 

for 

;OIJi\T PRICES 




"IF WE St,OW ANY WEAKNESS WE WILL BE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF" 


Admin Union may be necessary - Bates 


MEMBERS OF the Norfolk Island 
public service will be forced to 
form a union or association if the 
Legislative Assembly sets up an ar¬ 
bitration system for setting wages, 
according to Mr. Brian Bates, the 
elected representative of public 
service officers on the Public Ser¬ 
vice Board. 

In a five-page bulletin sent to all 
members of the public service fol¬ 
lowing the August Assembly meet¬ 
ing, Mr. Bates attacked a possible 
arbitration plan floated by Chief 
Minister David Buffett -- covered 
in a story elsewhere in this issue. 

Mr. Bates said the Chief Minister's 
plan was a "foolhardy proposal". 

"If the Assembly continues the 
path it has set itself upon, I will 
convene a meeting of all public 
servants to discuss our future, ” Mr. 
Bates said in his bulletin. 

"If we show any weakness we will 
be taken advantage of, but I know 
many of you are determined to 
fight for your rights and I can pledge 
you my support, "he wrote. 

The policy outlined by the Chief 
Minister would make a public ser¬ 
vice union or association "manda¬ 
tory", the bulletin said. "There is 
no other way that the public serv¬ 
ice can express its views to the pro¬ 
posed arbitrator. ” 

"l say l am saddened no end and 
I mean it because it will be a sad 
day when unionism and its impli¬ 
cations become a part of Norfolk 
Island. Personally I think that the 
Government would be wise to ac¬ 
cept the present situation and not 
go ahead with this foolhardy pro¬ 
posal. " 

He quoted a letter sent July 31st 
to the Public Service Board by the 
Chief Minister. In it Mr. Buffett 
described his proposal in virtually 
the same words as he used in re¬ 
vealing it to die Legislative Assem¬ 
bly two weeks later. 

SUPPORT: JACKSON, 
WILLIAMS, RS. BOARD 

In his bulletin Mr. Bates said "I 
can no longer pretend that the pub¬ 
lic service has much support from 
the Legislative Assembly as a whole 
where salaries are concerned. 

“Gilbert Jackson especially and 
also Kevin Williams give us a lot 
of support. 


"Others support us to varying de¬ 
grees as it suits. 

"I should say that the Public Ser¬ 
vice Board has continued to support 
us," he said. 

The bulletin said there had been 
"a definite move to take away the 
power of the Public Service Board 
to determine salaries," and discus¬ 
sion between the Board and the As¬ 
sembly had been the result of an 
approach by the Board, not the As¬ 
sembly. "As a member of the Pub¬ 
lic Service Board 1 can only say 
that in my opinion the Board was 
too diplomatic to openly say that 
the Assemblies lack of acknow¬ 
ledgement of the Board was down¬ 
right insulting." 

Mr. Bates was critical of Assem¬ 
blymen Bryan Nunn, Duncan Mc¬ 
Intyre and John Ryves. 

He said he thought Mr. Nunn 
"wants puppets of the Assembly on 
the Board". 

Mr. McIntyre "went to lengths to 
push for a 3.4 °Ic increase instead of 
the 4.2‘7c. Most of his arguments 
centred around the fact that the 
Australian public servant would 
loose .8 °Ic in tax, " Mr. Bates said. 

“All this talk of tax in a tax free 
place," he added. 

He said John Ryves was concerned 
about public service salary increas¬ 
es affecting private sector wages, 
and putting up the cost of holidays 


for tourists - which could hurt the 
economy and cost jobs, including 
public service jobs. 

"This is a poor argument when you 
consider that C. P. I. increases have 
been passed on for seven years and 
that public servants' salaries have 
moved from 90*55: to over 95*5t (i. e., 
of Australian public service levels 
- ed.) over that period... 

"The commercial sector appears 
to be booming. I would go so far as 
to say it is booming too fast for the 
benefit of Norfolk Island but possibly 
ly too slow for a few greedy exploit¬ 
ers. 

"When I accused the Assembly of 
trying to 'get at the public servants' 
Bryan Nunn hit the nail on the head 
when he indicated that members were 
subject to pressures from outside. 

"I hope that puts you all in the pic¬ 
ture. " 

Mr. Bates said that when he had 
asked public servants to vote for him 
as their representative on the Board 
he had made certain promises, and 
repeated them in his bulletin. 

Firstly, he had promised that he 
"would try to see that hone of our 
present conditions of service are e- 
roded away. This of course includes 
the present system of salaries being 
based on Australian Public Servi ce 
equivalents. If the opportunity aris¬ 
es to improve the situation I would 
try to take advantage of it. " 



RESORT & DESIGNER WEAR 
BOUTIQUE 

Imported Clothing & Accessories 
from 

NEW YORK, HONOLULU, MEXICO 
Up driveway opposite Bowling Club 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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On Saturday nights 6 Sundays we bring back the 

English Village Pub 

LUNCH f< DINNER 



from $2.50, dishes such as 

Hot Pigley Pie 

Cumberland rough-cut sausages 
the simple Ploughmans lunch 
hearty home made Soup 

ALSO FEATURING THE GARRISON'S FAVOURITE WOOD-FIRED CHARCOAL GRILL 
DISHES, INCLUDING NEW ZEALAND'S BEST BEEF • DOU B LE-S MOK ED LOCAL 
HAM, PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR US • FISH FROM THE ISLAND’S ABUNDANT 
WATERS • DELICIOUS FRESH SALADS WITH HERBS FROM OUR OWN GARDEN 
HOT COBS OF FRESH COUNTRY BREAD • NORFOLK'S PREMIER WINE CELLAR 


AT THE GARRISON 

FULLY LICENSED RING 2073 TO RESERVE A TABLE 



EDITORIALS 

PETITION WILL CLEAR THE AIR 

IN THE CROSS-CURRENTS of Island opinion about 
the proposed upgrading and enlarging of the airport, it was 
constructive for a public meeting on August 14th to call for 
a petition to have a referendum on the matter. 

Those who are most concerned about the upgrading 
can almost certainly get the signatures of the necessary 300- 
odd electors if they make a serious, organised effort. 

Then the cases for and against the work could be put 
clearly, in written statements, for everyone to weigh. The 
electors would be required to go to the polls and express 
their opinions. We would then know.what the majority, 
having thought about it, want for the Island. 

If a majority voted at referendum that they opposed 
a larger airport, the upgrading would almost surely be halt¬ 
ed. 

But if the petition falls short - or if it succeeds, and 
the referendum vote shows that most people want the up¬ 
grading - Norfolk should then gratefully accept and apprec¬ 
iate a very substantial improvement in the Island's facili¬ 
ties, paid for by Australia. 

If the petition is not within near reach of its necessary 
quota by mid-September, opponents of the upgrading should 
recognise that they were unable to make their point through 
established democratic procedures, and find other ways to 
protect the Island from damaging growth, rather than de¬ 
pending on a small airport to act as a bottleneck. 


DISQUIETING DELAY 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED to Norfolk's new electoral 
law? 

Last year Minister R. J. Ellicott imposed a new form 
of voting and vote-counting on the Island, despite the fact 
that the Norfolk Island Council was bitterly opposed to it. 

Subsequently a referendum showed that the majority 
of electors did not accept the new system. As a result the 
Legislative Assembly promptly passed an amending Bill, 
restoring the traditional method of voting. 

Australia is now hesitating to give assent to the law 
as passed by the Assembly. 

Other laws, passed later by the Assembly, have been 
assented to and have gone into effect. 

In answer to a formal Assembly question, the Com¬ 
monwealth has said that the Legislative Assembly Bill is 
"still undergoing the consideration process" in Canberra. 

The unpleasant but obvious fact is that Australia is 
not certain whether it wants to allow the people of Norfolk 
Island - with the support of the Assembly - to decide how 
to choose their own local government. Australia is consid¬ 
ering forcing Mr. Ellicott’s will on us, even though his 
electoral method has been rejected by a majority referen¬ 
dum vote and a unanimous Assembly vote. 

The issue goes to the heart of Australia's intentions 


concerning self-government ifl'Norfolk island. 

Prompt assent to the bill will accord with Australia's 
international posture of genuine support for de-colonisation 
in the Pacific. 

Delay of assent to the bill is taking on an odour, 
slightly more pungent each day, that a western govern¬ 
ment cannot permit, and can certainly not hide. 


TOO MUCH, TOO SOON? 

PROGRESS can be useful but too much change at once 
can cause what is called "future shock". 

It may be unwisely ambitious for the Assembly to 
carry out its intention of passing 208 amendments to our 
laws on September 17th, purging E.s.d. from all Norfolk 
Ordinances and inserting dollars and cents in every one, 
all in one hit. 

Australia changed to the new decimal currency back 
in 1966. 

But - thanks be to the zeal of four successive Austra¬ 
lian Administrators in preventing rash actions'. - Norfolk 
has not yet leapt mindlessly into the decimal system. 

Our laws have slumbered comfortably for 14 extra 
years in the time-proven comfort of pounds, shillings and 
pence. We have had peace. 

In Australia crime may rage. On Norfolk, a bee¬ 
keeper gives notice within fourteen days that he has removed 
his apiary, for he knows that under the Apiaries Ordinance 
(1935) he will be fined £20 if he does not - and £20 is hard 
to come by. 

In Australia neighbors may curse at trespassing pigs. 

On Norfolk pigs are kept at home. Their owners wake each 
morning in the clear knowledge that if they let the beasts 
roam next door they "shall be liable to a penalty not ex¬ 
ceeding five shillings, to be recovered summarily". 

Where else these days can "the keeper of any dog" 
obtain a "certified copy of the certificate of registration” 
of man's best friend simply by paying sixpence to Toon 
Buffett? 

Haste makes waste. Rather than plunging into this 
feverish reform of so many laws at once, might not the 
Assembly be prudent to test the acceptability of the trendy 
decimal currency theory, one Ordinance at a time? 

Measured progress - evolution, not revolution - could 
be secured by amending the Public and Patriotic Funds Ord¬ 
inance (1927) at one sitting, then the Pigs (Trespass) Ordi¬ 
nance (1913) the following month, then the Norfolk Island 
Penny Savings Bank Ordinance (1935) the month after, and 
so on. 

This strategy would do far more than protect residents 
against unknown hazards that can be created by precipitous 
action. It would offer a dependable flow of legislation for 
the Assembly to hold votes on, year-round. It would pro¬ 
vide a glittering sequence of current issues to spice up dis¬ 
cussion in Norfolk pubs. It would also provide 208 separate 
and distinct reminders - enough to last for 17 years - that 
through self-government Norfolk can progress in ways that 
were, one must conclude, beyond the administrative cap¬ 
abilities of the old regime. 
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Pitcairn/Norfolk film may be produced 


A MAJOR documentary film about Nor¬ 
folk and Pitcairn Islands, costing 
$i50, DWMBOO, 000, is being consider¬ 
ed by Film Australia. 

A decision on whether or not the film 
will be made is expected in September. 
If it goes ahead it would be completed 
by next July. 

Film Australia, formerly called the 
Commonwealth Film Unit, is an Aus¬ 
tralian Government body but has great 
creative freedom, rather like the Aus¬ 
tralian Broadcasting Commission. It 
makes films on subjects important to 
Australia, but treats them open-mind- 
edly and is not expected to push Gov¬ 
ernment views and policies. 

Mr. John Shaw, the group's only 
producer/director, visited Norfolk in 
mid-August as part of his research in 
preparing a formal proposal for mak¬ 
ing the film, he is being assisted by 
a lady researcher, and expects to put 
the proposal to senior Film Australia 
management early in September. 

he left here August 16th for Auck¬ 
land for talks with Mr-. Garth Haroway, 
a former Pitcairn schoolteacher, who 
is Pitcairn Commissioner with the Bri¬ 
tish High Commission. 

In Australia he has talked with a 
range of people interested in Norfolk 
and Pitcairn, including former Pastor 
Laurie Gilmore and Mr. H. E. Maude, 
the distinguished Pacific historian. 

Mr. Maude was Governor of Pitcairn 
for a time, and is enthusiastic about 
the proposed film. 

Mr. Shaw visited Norfolk in 1966 
on a nine-day holiday, and says he 
has never been able to get the Island 
out of his mind. 

He thinks a film on the Pitcairn peo¬ 
ple and what has happened to them - 
on lonely Pitcairn and on much more 
sophisticated Norfolk - needs to be 
made very soon if it is ever going to 
be made. 

he believes Pitcairn will no longer 
have any Pitcairners in another five 
years or so. The population is now 
only about 55 people, most of them 
over 60. The plain physical work of 
carrying cargo up the cliff above 
Bounty Bay is making life on the Is¬ 
land steadily less feasible. In a few 
years. Mr. Shaw believes, deaths will 
have dwindled the community and the 
rest will have left Pitcairn and moved 
to New Zealand. 

Despite Norfolk's powing commer¬ 
cialism, in contrast with Pitcairn’s 
isolation, Mr. Shaw says it is obvious 
that the Pitcairn culture endures here. 
What that culture is, what its roots 
are, and how it has evolved on the 


two Islands are all obviously part of 
the story he thinks ought to be captured 
on film and preserved. 

His film-making experience has 
given him an unusual grasp of Pacif¬ 
ic islanders' views of the world. He 
was involved in producing substantial 
films made by Film Australia about 
the gaining of independence in Fiji 
and in Papua New Guinea, and spent 
four months in Kiribati last year mak¬ 
ing one on its independence. 


Sir, 

It is doubtless presumptuous of a 7 
day visitor to your beautiful Island to 
be critical of some of the things I ex¬ 
perienced during my brief stay, but as 
an Architect and Town Planner I feel 
it worth while to make what I hope 
will be some constructive and useful 
comments. 

Let me commence by saying that my 
wife and I and the friends with whom 
we travelled, enjoyed every moment 
of our precious week. Those people 
whom we met in shops and restaurants 
were helpful, polite and friendly and in 
almost every way possible, remote 
from the stresses and strains of our nor- . 
mal urban experience. 

Mostly, the food we ate was excel¬ 
lent, both in quality and presentation. 
The tours we took were nicely arranged 
and the shopping we were able to do, 
was a pleasurable and unexpected 
bonus. One of the great pleasures, was 
the enjoyment of your unique and very 
lovely landscape, the memory of which 
will be lasting and which will join some 
of the memorable experiences we have 
had in other countries. 

Why then, do I commence my let¬ 
ter to you by apologising for being cri¬ 
tical when to date I have been the per¬ 
fect guest and admirer of almost every¬ 
thing? The reason is quite simple. 
Whilst all that I have said is very true 
and echoed by others, 1 see in most 
man-made things on the island, the 
beginning of eventual visual destruc¬ 
tion such as has been wrought in most 
Australian and American towns and in 
many towns and landscaper throughout 
the world; 

Burnt Pine is beginning to. be an en¬ 
vironmental disaster with buildings of 
every shape and size beginning to 
jostle one another with complete dis¬ 
cord in material, shape, form, size 
and colour. From Barney Duffy's 'Ye 
Olde English', to Max's 'Ski Lodge', to 


He has followed many aspects of the 
relationships between Pacific islanders 
and European cultures, including some 
of the problems associated with nuclear 
testing in the Pacific. He says be 
understands.there is some concern 
about radioactive fallout drifting to¬ 
ward Pitcairn from the French testing 
at Moruroa, but has heard that French 
authorities have had monitoring equip¬ 
ment on Pitcairn for some time, and 
say no problem has been detected. 


Mobil’s 'Australian outback asbestos 1 
and dozens of styles in between, 
there has been exercised absolutely 
no visual politeness between neighbors. 
On the contrary, each business owner 
seems intent on attracting to his build¬ 
ing, the maximum attention, regard¬ 
less of the effect on the township it¬ 
self. 

To further aggravate this visual pol¬ 
lution are the cacophony of signs 
'Browse About’, ’Sony’, 'National', 
Tvlax's’ 'Historical Tours', 'Coral 
Reef', 'Peking Jewellers', 'Leeside', 
and 'Grundig', to mention just a few, 
all in lettering far too large and in a 
variety of styles which defy descrip¬ 
tion. 

It may be said that my comments 
are exaggerations and to some extent 
this could be true - "it's not as bad as 
all that", many may say. But, just 
imagine what Burnt Pine will look like 
in a few years when the number of 
shops has doubled or trebled, buildings 
are higher and the scramble for the 
tourist dollar pushes the shop keeper 
to larger and more garish signs. Where 
then will be Norfolk Island's charm 
which is one of its assets - Lost, I 
suggest, in a continuous urban type 
development stretching for more than 
3 km or perhaps further. 

Leaving Burnt Pine for one moment, 
may I also comment on houses, apart¬ 
ments and motels which are beginning 
to proliferate all over the island. The 
view from Mt. Pitt makes it clear that 
Norfolk Island already has many build¬ 
ings that are changing the environment. 

I imagine not so many years ago, the 
major view was of the lovely hills and 
the many pines. Now buildings are ■ 
playing a prominent role in what is 
seen, not only from this superb van¬ 
tage point but as one takes the many 
pleasurable drives that the island affords. 

Building is no doubt necessary to house 
(Continued on page 27) 


LETTER to the editor 
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Elva’s 

Valley View Restaurant 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 


Do you know these 

Tahitian fish 

Banana Mudda 

Porpay Meringue tarts 

Candied Kumera 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 

Pineapple pie 

Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to 

the Mainland without trying the 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked 

and eaten by Island people for 

hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 


dishes? 


ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 














ILADIES’CHRONOGRAPH! 


As the first watch to make full 
digital timepiece capability available in 
a ladies’ watch, the Citizen Quartz 
Ladies’ Chronograph is expected to be 
enormously popular, especially among 
the active, sports conscious younger 
generation. _ 

Featuring the world s 
first 1/100 second stopwatch in a 
ladies’ model, it provides a complete 


range of digital functions including a 
lap timer with first and second place 
calculation, extra digital time function 
for overseas travel etc. The beautiful 
liquid crystal display is not only 
fashionable and versatile; it is also 
extremely easy to use. For example, 
stopwatch and dual time settings can 
be confirmed at a glance with the 
function set indicator. 


1. TIME Display 2. CALENDAR Display 3. STOP WATCH Display 4. TIME II Display 

I ?'38| £".'01 jO/351 9:38 

cpggj [m scl [m 9? I 1cm 



a full range at 

&©©» 


CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 

ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 







PATON PALACE 
may be oat of towi^but for the 
discrim idling buyer'it is a “must". 
You will'fihd interesting goods 
such as;, - 

CLOISONNE WARE -liand enam¬ 
elled, copper based VAses, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Pekidg 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rug?, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tle 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queeh Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC office 
in New Cascade Rd.; Monday through 
Friday from 9am-10.30pm; Saturday 
from 10am-6pm ; Sunday 10am-12.00 
and again 3pm-6pm. Charge for 3 
minutes Sydney $3.75, Auckland 
$4.68. Atmospheric conditions can 
affect transmission quality. Advance 
time bookings can be made. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 54 a word. 
LIQUOR BOND STORE: Monday 
through Friday, 10.30am to 5.30pm. 
Saturday, 10am to 6pm. 

The Liquor Bond store is located in 
Norfolk Village in Burnt Pine. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE': 
generally 9am-12. 30, and2pm-6. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon, 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are' sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always Includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty’s Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and. arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 










BEST BUYS 

YUP LL'PINO YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, bur The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ ' 

Norfolk Souvenirs; "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they'll find a lot of good buys: and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice's : "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine Parker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 

■ 


/> BC - t. B<: 

“ A 

«C 


T- Cv * ■* f - ' : .. 

Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
Tsome well under J mainland price " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souveni';. 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." * 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


A B C - A B C + A B c t A B C A B C r 


+ ABC-* ABC'iABC 


B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 


U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 



^ - ••• aJU . 


[Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

! ON’ MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND'S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE- 
I -LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE:ISLAND. M 
! THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH v 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50 <t. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 












PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS . 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRARPl NGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 





The Minolta XG-9 raises the world of 
35mm SLR photography to a new peak 
of excellence. By combining elegance 
with simplicity and perfect results with 
ease of operation, the XG-9 is the perfect 
choice for any photographer wheL.er 
beginner, intermediate, or advanced. 
Provided with both the XG-9's Automatic 
Exposure Control and Manual Exposure 
Control, users have a wide latitude in 
creative approach and dramatic results. 
The XG-9's total-information' bright 
viewfinder helps to visualize— and to 
capture — these creative photos, with ease. 

In addition to the accessories that 
have been specifically designed to mate 
with the XG-9, there is a full system of 
other optional accessories and over 40 
interchangeable lenses available. All-in- 
all, the XG-9 is an exceptional camera: 
you’ll feel at home with it from the moment 
you pick it up. The XG-9: it just naturally 
makes you a better photographer. 

you can 
depend on it 


The XG-9 is an exceptionally simple- 
to-operate automatic exposure SLR. You 
merely pre-select the aperture of your 
choice and the advanced electronic circuitry 
of the XG-9 takes over to deliver a perfect 
exposure every time by automatically 
setting the appropriate shutter speed. 

For portraiture, you merely select the 
XG-9 s Auto Exposure Control, focus, and 
compose your subject within the bright 
viewfinder. You have the possibility of a 
wide-variety of portraits with the XG-9. 

Changing the f-number in the 
viewfinder by turning the camera's 
aperture ring will adjust the depth-of- 
field for your portraits; thus you can blur 
either foreground or background, or 
have sharp focus all the way to the 
horizon. Confirming your chosen depth- 
of-field is simple: merely depress the 
depth-of-field preview button and you’ll 
see your portrait exactly as it's about to 
be recorded on film. 

it’s from 
CamemHrjes. 



AGFA-GEVAERT 


Norfolk Island 


MON 

1 September 


■ Church services ■ Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwylpm) ■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Church services ■Housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) BFilm (MRT8.00) 


■Church services ■Housie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) ■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) ■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Church services 
■Historic photos (Lions5 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


(Pitcairners landed -1856) 


■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ BBQ/Film (Cwy7pm) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
mfli. a (MRT8. 00) 
C’dants Din (G) 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm' 


ilFilm (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembl) 
Meeting (A 2 pm) 


22 

23 

24 

■Housie (LC) 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■Film (RSL) 

1 ■Film (Nik) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Sm’b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

HOLIDAY 

for Anniversary Day 

29 

30 


■Housie (LC) 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 


) ■Film (Nik) 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 


■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 


■ Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 



a great name in photography 





CALENDAR 


THUR 

4 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Elousie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
’■Film (MRT8.00) 


11 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

5 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


12 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


SAT 

6 


■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


13 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSf' 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . 






LOCATIONS 

18 

19 

20 

A -N. I. Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ RSL Social night 

■ SDA service 

BC -Bowling Club 

BCP -Bicentennial Park 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Open night (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

BH -Branka House 

‘■Housie (RSL) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

C -Catholic Church 

■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 

■Seafood Sm’b'd (Cwy) 


CE -All Saints Church 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


27 

Cwy -Castaway Hotel 

EB -Emily Bay 

G -Garrison Rest'r't 

GC -Golf Club 

H -Hospital 

25 

26 

KO -Kingston Oval 

Lib -Library 

■Housie (LC) 

•■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

LC -Leagues Club 

LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 

M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 

MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 

• Housie (RSL) 

■Rotary (VV 6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 



Nik -Hotel Norfolk 


- NOTABLE EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE— 


September 16th, 1811: Bishop Patteson was killed at Nukapu, near Santa Cruz. The 
St. Barnabas Chapel on Norfolk is dedicated to his memory. 

September 19th, 1841: Fletcher Christian's widow, Mauatua, died on Pitcairn Island. 

She had lived to be about 8Q. 

September 23rd, 1764: Fletcher Christian's birthday. 

September 30th, 18087 A report from the "first settlement" of Norfolk shows that the 
Island's population had dwindled to about 250 people. There were more than 3, 000 sheep. 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 


Pds -Paradise Hotel 

PH -Pitcairners Hall 

RH -Rawson Hall 

RSL -RSL Club 

Scl -School 

SDA-7th Day Adv. Hall 

SP -South Pacific Hotel 

StB -.St. Barnabas Chapel 

SW -Simon’s Water 

VV -Valley View Rest'r't 

YC -Youth Centre 


ON 


NORFOLK ARE CAMERALINES 






r 


-CAMERALINES- 

MINOLTA HI-MATIC AF 




Here’s an amazingly versatile new 
from Minolta in the popular 
Hi-matic series that automatically 
focuses on the subject matter. All you 
have to do, literally, is point-and-shoot: 
everything else is done automatically. 
The Hi-matic AF's automatic systems 
insure absolutely perfect focusing, 
precise exposure settings, and stunning 
photographs, with or without the conve¬ 
nient built-in. pop-up electronic flash. 


Auto Focusing means you don't have to 
worry about distances anymore. Because 
you won't have to make manual focal 
adjustments, you won't miss a crucial 
moment , a subject-in-motion...a fleeting 
expression. And, best of all, the Minolta 
Hi-matic AF completely eliminates 
human error in selecting distance, 
aperture or shutter speed. Auto Focus. 
Auto Exposure. Auto Flash. The results: 
perfectly-focused and exposed photo¬ 
graphs, day or night. Everytime. 


r 


you can j( it’s from 
depend on it Camemlirjes. 





SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more Informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting.to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1350 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 550 are 
"Islanders'' - direct descendants of 
the. Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
350 Australians and 350 New Zealan¬ 
ders who have settled here; over-100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to about one half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev ¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can v t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against die Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct people,with their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage sumps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and. 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple uxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies^, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp'duty 
and no income ux for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteacher; and police 
officers are selected in Australia 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has. also paid . 

much of die cost of restoring die his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history as well as Norfolk's. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been adddd to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more being put 
to use as they are-restored .- the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, ^musty feeling of 
empty relics of the- past;; •• 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milk ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4 : A COLONY 

When Norfolk was turned over to the 
Pitcairners as their new homeland in 
1856, England formally separated the 
Island from the Australian colonies 
and made It a distinct Crown Colony 
on its own. The Pitcairners governed 
themselves, their laws being subject 
to veto only by the Queen in Council. 
This era of self-government ended in 
1896, when England gave the Governor 
of New South Wales die authority to 
make Norfolk's laws without reference 
to the people. In 1914 this authority 
was transferred to die Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

The Island has never been re-annexed 
to Australia. Its governmental status 
today is that of "a territory under the 
authority of Australia". Some Austra¬ 
lian laws apply on Norfolk, just as if 
it were part of Australia. Others do 
not; the Island's public finance and 
basic laws such as those regulating 
immigration and customs are separate 
and distinct from Australia's. 

For more than 80 yean until 1979, 
Norfolk had full colonial government, 
with wide personal powers wielded by 
a series of Administrators sent from 
Australia. The people were allowed 
to vote only for a local Council, and 
its sole power was to offer advice, 
often ignored, to the Administrator. 
Periodically die Island chafed under 
this colonial system, and there were 
protests, petitions to die Queen, in¬ 
quiries and Royal Commissions. 

Almost all other islands in the South 
Pacific were ruled in much the same 
way by one or another of the major 
powers, but by the 1950s colonialism 
began coming into bad odour. With 
the exception of France and Chile, 
the Pacific powers began allowing 
their Pacific territories to decide for 
themselves how they wanted to be 
governed. 

Australia had three such territories. 

It granted independence to Nauru in 
1968 and to Papua New Guinea in 1975. 
As PNG's independence approached, 
the Whitlam Government in Australia 


declared that Norfolk’s method of ad¬ 
ministration was also outmoded, and 
asked a Royal Commission to reccomend 
how the Island should be governed. 

When the Commissioner made his 
report (the "Nimmo Report”) in 1976 
his recommendation was that Norfolk 
should be completely Integrated into 
Australia, becoming part of the elec¬ 
torate of Canberra. He recommended 
that no referendum should be held to 
see what the people of Norfolk thought 
of the idea, because he said they were 
too upset to make a calm assessment. 
Among his other views on Norfolk, set 
out in the report, was his opinion that 
if the Island "sank in the Pacific fol¬ 
lowing an earthquake, intending holi¬ 
day makers would soon find an alter¬ 
native. ” 

A group of Pitcairners set out to find 
out what the people thought. Calling 
at every home on the Island, they in¬ 
vited electors to sign a “Solemn De¬ 
claration” on whether they wished Nor¬ 
folk to be integrated into Australia, or 
wished it to remain separate and dis¬ 
tinct. More than two-thirds of the 
electors made such declarations - and 
some 93°/c of them wanted Norfolk's 
separate identity to be preserved. 

These declarations were presented to 
by the head of the elected Council 
to Australia's Minister responsible for 
Norfolk, as evidence of the will of 
the people. He said they were' ’to¬ 
tally, utterly and completely value¬ 
less". 

The members of the Council then 
appealed to the United Nations to pro¬ 
tect Norfolk from being integrated 
into Australia without die consent of 
the .people. A delegation of the Coun¬ 
cil aiso went to Canberra to voice Nor- ' 
folk's protests as widely as they could. 
The United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia became aware of the controversy, 
studied the situation, and declared 
that Australia's position was in viola¬ 
tion of its U.N. commitments and 
that Norfolk's residents were entitled 
to self-determination. 

The Australian Government pressed 
on regardless. In March 1978 a new 
Minister, Hon. R.J. Ellicott, made 
an official visit to the Island to assert 
his Government’s authority and repeat¬ 
edly informed the people, "This is 
Australia. You are Australians. ” Feel¬ 
ings ran higher than ever, and for the 
first time in many years there was talk 
of violence on Norfolk. 

Two months later Mr. Ellicott sud¬ 
denly returned to. the Island and announ¬ 
ced that Australia had decided not to 
implement the Nimmo Report after 
all. He asserted again that Norfolk 
was "part of Australia" and would re¬ 
main so- but that Norfolk's law did 
not have to be the same as Australia's, 


and a form of self-government would 
be worked out. 

5 : EMERGING 

After tense negotiations lasting near¬ 
ly a year, Australia enacted the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1979, establishing a 
new form of government for the Island. 
The Norfolk Council was not satisfied 
with it because Australia flatly refused 
to acknowledge that the people of the 
Island should be governed by consent, 
insisted that any law made on Norfolk 
should be cancellable by Australia 
within six months, and appeared to 
claim Norfolk's surrounding ocean zone 
as Australian property. The head of 
the Council said such injustices would 
cause difficulty until they were remov¬ 
ed but that the Island would never¬ 
theless do all.it could to make the 
new arrangement work. 

Since August 1979 Norfolk has had its 
own elected Legislative Assembly, re¬ 
sponsible for initiating laws on virtual¬ 
ly all Island matters. An Australian 
Administrator remains in residence as 
the head of government and the repre¬ 
sentative of Australia, but most day- 
to-day executive decisions in govern¬ 
ing the Island are made by Norfolk" 
Ministers elected from within the As¬ 
sembly. The Assembly’s range of 
executive authority includes not only 
"municipal" matters, but finance, 
education, the postal system, customs, 
immigration, broadcasting, telephone 
service, electricity generation and 
tourism as well. 

In the first year of the new arrange¬ 
ment the Australian Government pro¬ 
vided many kinds of advisory and tech¬ 
nical assistance to the Assembly, but 
intruded little if at all in the daily 
governing of the Island. The role 
of the resident Australian Administra¬ 
tor changed greatly. Previously the 
Administrator had been the dominant 
figure on the Island, making scores 
of executive decisions, large and 
small, every day. Today the Admini¬ 
strator acts as a link between the As¬ 
sembly and the Australian Government, 
and fills a constitutional role compar¬ 
able in some ways to that of a Gover¬ 
nor-General. The full-time head of 
the Island's administration is now a 
Chief Administrative Officer, appoint¬ 
ed by the Assembly. 

Executive authority over land mat¬ 
ters, law enforcement, the 200-mile 
ocean zone, relations with other Paci¬ 
fic islands and many other facets of 
government is still retained by Aus¬ 
tralia, but a review is to be made by 
mid-1984 to see how and whether the 
Assembly's authority to govern Norfolk 
should be further extended. 



THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 




Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 





YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



Colder 5^ Crafts 

Real leather 

just west of Rawson Hall 


POCKET, SHEATH & 
STOCK KNIVES 


LEATHERWARE 

GIFTS 


Leather crafts 

SANDALS KNIFE POUCHES 


Saddlery - supplies 

SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. 


HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


Shoe & saddlery Repairs 

DONE ON THE PREMISES -- 
IN A HURRY IF NECESSARY 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 
USE AS WALL HANGINGS - Mexican $38, US $18 



© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


T'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO i 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


'ore are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT. TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOU= CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSPITAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 
HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

-A-The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


SLAUGHTER BAY 

EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

TRA>lNC wi$t 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees...a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries...ice cream... imported cheeses...lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers!.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .’olives, pickles, nuts aDd con¬ 
diments... picnic supplies. ..games... artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 


SUNDAY 
OPEN 9am 




LETTER 

; (continued-from page Id) 
the increased numbers of visitors and 
perhaps the increased number of resi- 
dents, 0 but I suggest to your readers 
that they; attempp to visualise your 
beautiful island in a few years time 
with 40-50 more such monstrosities as 
the Panorama Apartments (pleasant as 
they no doubt are to stay in), crowning 
the rolling hills of this superb island 
home. Not even with all the arrogance 
of conquerers who brought with them 
the sensitivity and highly developed 
aesthetic senses of decades of Britain's 
Georgian era, did the British despoil 
the crests of the hills. In the most or¬ 
derly fashion they created a village 
which, while its purpose may revile 
us, did little to despoil what nature 
over eons had created. Indeed the 
British left an environmental heritage 
which in spite of its dreadful social 
connotations is one which has quite 
rightly been restored to its former 
visual elegance. It would be nice for 
someone like me in another one or two 
hundred years, to be able to see that 
the present residents of Norfolk Island 
were leaving a similarly fine aesthetic 
heritage. 

The fact is of course, that they are 
not. The unique quality with which 
nature endowed your island is slowly 
but surely being erroded. In only a. 
brief time, what was lovely will be 
lost and what replaces it will be visual 
chaos. 

Unfortunately, in these days of com¬ 
mercialism and independence to rely 
on an individual's sensitivity is no 
longer possible. Even amongst private 
houses, one sees the striving, so fami¬ 
liar with suburbs of Australia and Amer¬ 
ica, of one person wishing to outdo 
his neighbour with different materials, 
colours and forms. I even saw one 
house of 'fully imported New Zealand 
bricks' - an effort on the part of some 
wealthy individual to outdo everyone. 
Unfortunately some even more wealthy 
person will import his bricks from Syd¬ 
ney or Peking or San Francisco, or all 
three, and the visual rat race which 
has already commenced will continue 
until Norfolk Island, as Burnt Pine is 
already, will become a museum of in¬ 
dividual idiosyncracies which will take 
from the island much of its unique 
charm. 

No one likes controls to limit an in¬ 
dividual's freedom, but where this 
freedom encroaches disadvantageous^ 
on the rights of the many, then action 
has to be taken. It is for this reason 
that your Assembly has a responsibility 
to future generations to develop plan¬ 


ning controls which will ensure that 
the future of the island is, from a vis¬ 
ual point of view, controlled in such 
a way that what development takes 
place, contributes to, and does not 
detract from, its existing delights. 

Such controls should be sensitively 
designed to ensure that shapes, forms, 
colours, and materials of buildings 
(including their roofs) be such that 
they merge in the case of buildings 
outside the township, with the land¬ 
scape, and that they are located in 
such a way that the form of the land¬ 
scape is not disturbed. In respect of 
Burnt Pine, it means that haphazard 
urban development is stopped, and 
that shopping precincts are established 
to separate cars and people (but please 
leave the cows). 

Such controls should also be designed 
that though sites are individually devel¬ 
oped, each development should con¬ 
tribute to a total environment that, 
as far as can be, is unique to the island. 

If this is done, it will mean that 
everyone, shop keepers as well, will 
gain, because a beautiful and unique 
Norfolk Island will attract increased 
numbers of visitors and greater mat¬ 
erial wealth, but without loss of the 
island's most unique quality - its 
great visual beauty. 

Neville Gruzman, Sydney 


OOM-pah-pah? 

Sir, 

Through your newspaper, I hope to 
be able to create some interest by the 
people of Norfolk Island in forming a 
Norfolk Island Brass/Concert Band _ 

1 am a qualified brass instrumental 
teacher in the Vic. Ed. Dept., and 
would love to form a band for your 
people on Norfolk Island. I am mar¬ 
ried with a 9 year old son and have 
served as a musician in bands of the 
RAF (5 years) and the RAAF Central 
Band (7 years). 

Many islands have their own band 
so why not Norfolk Island. Such a 
band as 1 envisage could entertain 
both tourists and locals alike and 
if allowed and I could find a suitable 
place, I would love to be able to 
start a music/band museum. This 
could become another tourist attrac - 
tion. Such a band could be of help 
to your tourist industry. One problem 
to overcome would be that of accom¬ 
modation. 

Peter Jones, M. Mus., F.T. C. L., 
F.V.C.M., A.L.C.M., A.A.G.M., 
A. Mus. A.G.M.(hons), B.B.C.M., 
A.C.T.T. 

Wonthaggi, Victoria 



Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/'always IN STOCK, A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRAUA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/'GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS” UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/'JAEGER - TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES; 


flENSWEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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"GOOD MORNING, " (ThUMPt) "ADMINISTRATION” (CRASH:) 

New Military Barracks restoration starts 


A YEAR AND A HALF - maybe more.- 
of chaos, noise and dust has started 
i'or many Norfolk Island Administration 
staff at Kingston. 

The main Administration building, 
the New Military Barracks, is being 
completely restored to its original his¬ 
toric condition. The job will take 
until early 1982 to complete, but most 
of the staff will continue carrying out 
their normal duties in the building 
while the work goes on. 

Anyone who has lived in a house 
while a wall-to-wall remodelling has 
gone on knows that the Admin is in 
for something of a nightmare. 

The building will be taken back to 
what it used to be. That means rip¬ 
ping out woodwork added over the 
years, pulling off loose plaster, tear¬ 
ing up rotted floors, removing layers 
of paint. For a start men with jack¬ 
hammers began demolishing a con¬ 
crete strong room that has been added 
onto the west side of the building. 

The strong room started at ground lev¬ 
el and went all the way up to the top 
of the second floor. 

The building will be re-done one half 


at a time. Everyone has now vacated 
the western half of all three floors, 
and crammed into space on the east¬ 
ern side, or in other buildings. This 
is Stage One. 

For puzzled residents who may need 
to find someone in the staff, the Stage 
One floor plan (at least for the moment) 

▲ The accounts office is where it has 
always been, on the bottom floor. 

▲ The C.A.O. and Project Officer 
and their staff are still on the first 
floor, but Administrative Officer Dav¬ 
id Rodgers has joined them, occupying 
what used to be the tea room. 

▲ The Companies Office, the Cura^ 
tor of Deceased Persons' Estates, the 
Revenue Manager and environmental 
officer Peter Coyne have all moved 
into No. 11 Quality Row, at the foot 
of house (Rooty Hill) Road. But the 
Revenue Manager may move to the 
front of the Bond Store when it has 
been cleared out. 

▲ The Land and Courts registries 
have moved to the small building in 
the New Military Barracks just east of 
the Legislative Assembly building. 


▲ Records, the Legal Adviser and 
the Legal Draftsman have all moved 
across the second floor into what used 
to be the Council Chamber. 

▲ Administrative Officer Tony Arn¬ 
old has moved into the office out the 
back of the building, next to the 
electricity office. 

AThe Old Court has been stripped 
back to the walls, and the floor, 
which seems to have been held to¬ 
gether mainly by the lino on'top of 
it, is being pulled out. The Court 
furniture - dock, jury box, bench 
and so on - has been removed and 
stored for the time being, under the 
Commissariat Store. 

An early casualty in the shift has 
been the intercom system Admin peo¬ 
ple formerly used to talk between 
offices. They now have to go through 
the normal phone system, which may 
cause delays. 

Sometime around next May, the 
west half of the Admin building will 
be looking all bright and new, and 
staff will be able to move back into 

But they’ll have to get out of the 
east half of the building, and go 
through another year or so of things 
being torn up while it is re-done. 

That will be Stage Two. 

During that period the plan is to 
have Accounts r^ove across into the 
Old Court; Records down to the west 
first floor; the C.A.O., his staff and 
the Project Officer up to west second 
floor. 

Among various niggly problems in 
the Stage One and Two juggling is 
that the concrete stairways and land¬ 
ings have to be demolished and re¬ 
placed at some point. While it 
would be possible for everyone to 
get to his office by going up a ladder 
and through a window, a better ans¬ 
wer than that will no doubt be worked 

When the work has finally been com¬ 
pleted, probably in 1982, everyone 
will move back more or less to where 
they started from except that the 
Land Registry may stay where it is 
now, next to the Assembly. 

The final stage will include putting 
a verandah across the front of the 
building, where there used to be one. 

The curtain call will be a weary 
wave and a half-crazed smile from 
David Rodgers, who is responsible 
for administering the whole operation 
and keeping everyone happy, as men 
in white coats trundle him off to the 
Funny Farm. 


Handcrixfted 
local pottei p 

Fresh from the kiln 



AT THE OLD HOUSE BEING RESTORED AT THE 
END OF THE TAR SEAL ON SELWYN PINE ROAD 
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GREG QUINTAL 
TAKES OVER 


THE CUT-FLOWER export business 
started exp erimentally at Anson Bay 
last November has been bought from 
the Turner family by Islander Greg 
Quintal. 

He says that the Turners ran into ser¬ 
ious plant rust problems with their most 
hopeful crop, carnations, and are now 
planning to move to Vanuatu to grow 
antheriums and other exotic blooms 
for export from there. 

Five members of the Turner family, 
from Melbourne, were given tempor¬ 
ary entry permits to live on Norfolk 
while they tried to establish the new 
industry. The project was welcomed 
by the Legislative Assembly as a pos¬ 
sible new field of exports for the Island. 
The Turners said that if they succeed¬ 
ed, they would try to encourage and 
assist other residents to begin growing 
flowers commercially, on plots of land 
as small as i or | acre. 

The Turners began .on five acres rent¬ 
ed from Mr. Quintal, which they said 
would probably take about three years 
to bring into full production. 

While the Turners no longer have any 
financial or marketing interest in the 
venture, Greg says Mr. Ren Turner has 
offered to continue giving technical 
advice if it is needed. 

"They have been extremely generous," 
he said. "It is a pity they are leaving 
the Island at this time. I feel the fam¬ 
ily, if they had only stayed on, probab¬ 
ly would have been able to find a lot 
of flowers that could bring in a lot of 
income to the Island. 

"There are few projects like this one, 
which could allow the man on:the land 
to utilise some spare land to good advan¬ 
tage, " he added. 

Greg says the Turners had been instru¬ 
mental in changing his ideas about agri¬ 
culture. "I thought I knew a lot about 
growing vegetables and other p lants - 
but I found out 1 didn't know anything. ” 

The Turners' project reached the stage 
where half an acre of Greg's land is now 
producing flowers, he says this is enough 
to make some sense commercially, but 
that if it goes well he would exp ect to 
double the area in the next two years. 

"There is no big money to be made 
from it right now, " he said. "We will 
go along quietly, and learn as we go." 

The assets Greg has bought from the 
Turners include an irrigation system, 
a pump, fertilisers and sprays, two 
sheds, and enough shipping and | ack- 
ing supplies to last for about six months. 


An Open Invitation 
to call in at 
‘the Top of tho Village’ 
from 

MlT'S surprising how good the low-duty 

SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET; CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HUNTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE’LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN, IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 




TELEPHONE 2358 
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Bulk gas on- 
price drops 


NEWS FROM ;V; 

rneorm islands 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 


COOKING GAS is now being supplied 
to Norfolk at a 30 fy reduction below 
previous prices, as the result of the 
new bulk LPG installation at Ball 
Bay. 

The gas is now butane, rather than 
propane. It needs a little more air 
to burn at full efficiency, but pro¬ 
duces slightly more BTUs - heat 
units - than an equal quantity of pro¬ 
pane. 

A few householders have found the 
new gas blackens pot bottoms. Nor¬ 
folk Island Gas and Technical Ser¬ 
vice, which distributes it, says this 
indicates that the stove’s burners 
need cleaning or adjustment, to get 
full value from the gas. The problem 
has occurred mostly on older stoves, 
and most stoves on the Island don't 
need any adjustment at all, accord¬ 
ing to Meg Pitcher, who helps her 
husband Howard operate NIGTS. 

Confusion- about $20 “deposits" 
some people believed they had paid 
on Shell gas cylinders had led to 
some disgruntlement. NIGTS is mak¬ 
ing a $20 deposit charge for each 
Boral cylinder delivered for the first 
time, in the change-over. 

A fee some consumers paid long 
ago for Shell cylinders was not a de¬ 
posit but a "hire service charge", 
and was not returnable. It was a fee 
paid for Shell's assuring that cylin¬ 
ders supplied to a household were in 
good order. The agreement between 
Shell and the householder (written 
in detail in the fine print of the doc¬ 
ument that orderly residents have 
filed away somewhere) made this 
clear. 

NIGTS is now charging $47.50 for 
1001b. of gas, or $45.50 for homes 
having gas hot water heat. But they 
say Boral has not yet informed them 
what the bulk price will be to them. 
This may be affected by consultation 
which is expected between Boral and 
the Administration, from which Bor¬ 
al leases the land at Ball Bay, 

The bulk tanks not only mean low¬ 
er prices but more dependable sup-' 
plies. The bulk tanks hold a year’s 
gas for the Island, and the days 
when people who ran out of gas had 
to wait for "the next ship" are prob¬ 
ably gone for good. 

But people may have to wait for 
fine weather instead. The steep 
road down to Ball Bay shore is im¬ 
passable in the wet, and has to be 
properly sealed before it will be us¬ 
able in all weather. 


LORD HOWE Island’s long-term energy 
needs are being studied by two scien¬ 
tists from the University of New South 
Wales, with financial support from the 
N.S.W. Energy Authority. 

Dr. G.J. Bowden, who is heading 
the study, says it is possible that Lord 
Howe could become energy self-suf¬ 
ficient, using wind power, "micro¬ 
hydro sources”, or solar energy - and 
converting to electric cars. 

He says that every effort should be 
made now to make the island immune 
from future oil crises. 

"The problem will get worse, not 
better, ” he says. 

Dr. Bowden presented a preliminary 
paper on the subject last year at a 
symposium on Lord Howe matters 
held by the Australian Museum. Ac¬ 
cording to the Lord Howe Island 
"Signal" he said that an oil crisis has 
been predicted for Australia toward 
the end of the 1980s unless new oil 
fields are discovered soon. 

"We can of course ignore such pre¬ 
dictions until the oil crisis is upon 
us, ” he said, "and then try to do 
something overnight. 

"Such an approach however inevi¬ 
tably leads to severe dislocations, 
such as that being experienced by the 
big car manufacturers in the United 
States now. To avoid sudden changes 
in lifestyle therefore, I believe that 
the 250 people on Lord Howe Island 
should take a very hard look indeed 
at the energy alternatives... 

In fact, if the existing fleet of 
petrol powered cars is replaced by 
electric vehicles, it might even be 
possible to make Lord Howe Island 
energy self-sufficient.,. 

"In the past few years, both the 
design and availability of windgen- 
erators in the 100 to 1000 kilo-Watt 
range has changed dramatically... 

In particular the WTG generator has 
been installed on Cuttyhunk Island 14 
miles off the coast of Massachusetts. 
The Island has an average population 
of approximately 200 people rising to 
a peak of 500 or so in the summer 
months. The electricity was original¬ 
ly supplied by six diesel-oil generator 
sets with a total installed capacity of 
455 kilo-Watts. In one year the new 
WTG wind-generator has cut the annual 


diesel-oil fuel bill by 60^.. .•* 

Enlightened use 
of sovereignty 

NEW ZEALAND is helping its last South 
Pacific colony, the Tokelau Islands, 
advance to self-government. 

The Tokelaus are three islands about 
480 km north of the Samoas. The peo¬ 
ple are Polynesian. The current pop¬ 
ulation is about 1500, slightly smaller 
than Norfolk’s. 

The islands’ only main industry is 
producing copra, which earns only 
about $70, 000 a year. 

New Zealand’s Department of For¬ 
eign Affairs says that legally Tokelau 
is "part of New Zealand" as a result 
of the Tokelau Islands Act passed by 
the N. Z„ parliament in 1948, which 
included the islands within the terri¬ 
torial boundaries of New Zealand. 

T o enable Tokelau to balance its 
own separate budget. New Zealand 
makes a substantial annual grant and 
has been building up the islands’ own 
potential resources: 

► N. Z. *s yearly grant to Tokelau is 
more than $1 million. 

► N.Z. recognises that the Tokelau 
200-mile economic ocean zone is for 
Tokelau's benefit, and is prepared to 
handle the negotiating of licenses and 
joint ventures that will add to the 
islands* income. 

k- N. Z. has been actively developing 
the issuance and sale of Tokelau coins, 
and is promoting the sale of Tokelau 
stamps. 

► N. Z. has co-operated in arranging 
development assistance and technology 
for Tokelau from the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission, the United Nations Develop¬ 
ment Program and other bodies. 

► N.Z. has arranged for visits of To¬ 
kelau leaders to other Pacific islands, 
and hopes to have the Premier of Niue, 
Mr. Robert Rex, visit Tokelau to ex¬ 
plain what has been happening on 
Niue, which New Zealand made self- 
governing in 1974. 

^ N. Z. has supported Tokelau's full 
participation, in its own rights as a 
member of the annual South Pacific 
Conference. 
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WORLD 

TRADERS! 

Next to the Trading Post 


WIN LIGHTERS 

ROYAL ADDERLEY . 

RANNOCH MOHAIR 


WELSH TAPESTRY 

GARMENTS 


MAJA 


SOAPS AND PERFUMES 



SPANISH DOLLS 


OLD BOND STREET ENGLISH KNITWEAR 
PETER SCOTT SCOTTISH KNITWEAR 


CIGARS IMPORTED FROM hOLLAND 
Pipes... cigarettes... tobaccos... smokers requisites 


SPANISH PEARLS AND COSTUME JEWELLERY 



CROCHET TABLECLOTHS 


CHINESE BLOUSES, KIMONOS, ETC. 
DUTCH SILVER PLATED SOUVENIR SPOONS 


DUTCH TAPESTRIES 


BESWICK OF ENGLAND MODELS 
including a large selection of 
CONNOISSEUR MODELS 


AIMANTE BANDS 



N.I. PEOPLE LIFT RADIO NORFOLK 


A NEW SERIES of original radio‘inter¬ 
views with people on Norfolk has 
brought a positive response from VL2- 
NI listeners, and is now re-broadcast 
on Wednesday evenings at 8 : 40 pm. 

The idea for the series was worked 
out by Broadcasting Officer Kathy Le 
Cren and interviewer Chloe Gray. 

Informally named "Ten Ten on 
Thursday", for the morning time slot 
when each week's interview first goes 
to air, the series began early in June. 

So far it has included authoress Col¬ 
leen McCullough, oil geologist Gor¬ 
don Duvall, Administrator W.P. Cole¬ 
man, former South African resident 
Tess Chris^an, philatelic expert Tom 
Grimshaw, aviatrix Jennie Broad, 

Chief Admipteoative Officer Malcolm 
Bains, historian Raymond Nobbs and 
schoolteacher Fay Bataille. 

The interviews average about 20 
minutes in length. They are infor¬ 
mal and relaxed conversations, de¬ 
signed to let each person talk natur¬ 
ally about subjects he -or she is fami¬ 
liar with. 

"There are many, many people in 
Norfolk who are very capable of con¬ 
tributing to the Island, in many fields, " 
Chloe says. 

The procedure for doing the inter¬ 
views is designed to put people at 
ease, so that they come across as 
themselves rather than as performers. 
Ideas for people to talk with can come 
from anywhere, and are welcomed. 

The process starts with an informal 
conversation, over coffee, which 
lasts an hour or two. Chloe then 
makes notes about some of the sub¬ 
jects that have been discussed, and 
gives the person a brief list of ques¬ 
tions she may want to ask. These 
are very general - - set questions and 
set answers are avoided because they 
make an interview stiff and uninterest¬ 
ing. 

The interview is then done, with a 
tape recorder going in die background. 
It may be up to 35 or 40 minutds long, 
and need to be edited back to leave 
only the most interesting or enjoyable 
parts. The person is not asked to 
go onto the air “live". 

After the tape is broadcast, the 
person who has been interviewed is 
given a cassette tape of the iqMdview. 
Quite often listeners ring up‘afterward, 
hoping to borrow a tape to hear it 
again. Chloe simply-referi them to 
the person who was interviewed, leav¬ 
ing it up to diem to decide whether 
they want to lend the cassette or not. 

"Ten Ten pJi*ThurSjdfy";i^.the first 


creative-series produced by VL2NI 
since the "Bookworm" series some 
time ago - reviews of new books in 
the Norfolk library, written by noted 
author Ruth Niland and presented by 
Beryl Lackey. 

Lpcal content and a Norfolk flavour- 
* are essential to the> station's success. 
Visitors to the Island say they are 
struck by the great variety of program 
material and announcers’ voices on 
VL2NI. 

The station naturally uses a great 
deal of material from outside sources, 
but it is all programmed, presented 
and commented on by local staff, 
many of whom contribute much of 
their time without being paid for it. 

Until recently weekday afternoons 
were a straight relay of Radio Austra¬ 
lia broadcast from Melbourne, but 
Kathy LeCren has replaced them with 
Norfolk-programmed material for the 
most part. 

Recorded shows come from a range 
of sources overseas. The Australian 
Broadcasting Commission provides 
more than any other source, but pro¬ 
grams from the BBC, Deutsche W elle. 
Radio Nederland and the N.Z. Broad¬ 
casting service are all part of the 
m.aterial local announcers have to 
draw from in compiling their shows. 

Radio New Zealand has recently 
been contributing "Report from N.Z. “ 
each week, a half-hour of N.Z. pop 
music, a sports review and "Pacific 
Newsletter" of news from the South 
Pacific. 

Apart from the several-times-daily 
local news and notices, weekly pro¬ 
grams by the Island's religious mini¬ 
sters, and the popular Saturday "Swop 
Shop", now into its third year, pure- 
Norfolk material includes the monthly 
Legislative Assembly broadcasts, the 


Chief Minister's bi-weekly comment 
on various government matters, occa¬ 
sional messages from the Administra¬ 
tor, candidates' statements prior to 
elections, and occasional "specials” 
such as interviews with visitors such 
as the Captain of H.M.S. Norfolk and 
George Smith's occasionally re-play¬ 
ed radio documentary on the end of 
the old DC-4 flints. 

Kathy sap the limitation on more 
and better creative local programming 
is simply a matter of time, equipment 
and budget. “The talent is there," 
she sap. 



Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces • y ; 

1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
Vz teaspoon pepper 
V 2 cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours, HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 


COME BUY A GENUINE MON1ER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT - 




THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy , good value as much as 
anyone else - fbi-our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants- 

Fletcher Christian 

(HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian’ 
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This food 
becomes a blender 


Here are two appliances. 
But you’re not paying 
for two. 


GENERAL^ ELECTRIC* 



Because the same 
motor powers both of them ! 

Which saves you money 
not to mention cupboard 
space. 



International Duty Free 
■ Sporting Gift Centre 













processor 

n just 10 seconds. 



This motor has real muscles. 

Because it uses gears instead of 
belts that can slip. 

So good, it comes with an 
exceptional motor warranty. 

And boy, does it work. 

Click. 

It’s a food processor that 
slices 
chops 
shreds 
grates 
grinds 
and 

minces. 


COME IN 


Click again. 

It’s a blender that 
stirs 


purees 
blends 
liq uefies 
and crushes ice . 

All you need now are 
the recipes. 

And GE gives them 
to you. 

You get 
a 160 page, J 
full-colour i 
cook-book I 
at no extra i 
charge . 


AND SEE OUR RANGE 


CROCK POTS FROM $27.95 

KETTLES FROM $20.95 
HAIRDRYERS FROM $15.95 

STEAM IRONS FROM $18.95 



International Duty Free 
■ Sporting Gift Centre 




Norfolk 


"IVE OFTEN Th'OUGhT that my wife 
should have had the honour, not me, " 
says Greg Quintal about the M. B. E. 
awarded him by the Queen last year. 

"I was on 12 different committees 
at one time, some of them for over 
30 years. When I think back on the 
deal and think of all the times my 
wife has been so patient, when I have 
been off at a meeting of the Council, 
or the hospital Board, or others ~ it 
doesn't matter when 1 arrived home. 
I've always had a cheery smile and a 
meal waiting for me. 

"Without a woman at the back of 
you, it's just not possible to carry on 
on committees." 

Greg had been suggested several 
times as a Norfolk Islander whose 
work for the community deserved to 
be honoured, but he says he had. nev¬ 
er felt that way, "Whenever we have 
had trouWi'br ‘sickness, people have 
been so generous to us. I have taken 
a great interest in Norfolk Island, but 
that is really only a small repayment 
to the community for when we've 
been sick and in need. " 

But when the Society of Descendents 
of the Pitcairn Settlers formally propos 
ed that he be honoured, he accepted 
with pleasure. "It's a pity my mother 
and father were not alive when it was 
given, " he says. "It would have 
given them a tremendous thrill. ” 

Being included in the Australian 
honours list did not noticeably affect 
his views about the relationship be¬ 
tween Norfolk and Australia, or about 
his being first and foremost a Norfolk 
Islander. 

"I would like to state quite emphati¬ 
cally that the less Canberra has to 
do with Norfolk Island, the better it 
is for the Island and the people , " he 
says. 

"I feel it is a 'must' for the Assem¬ 
bly to be successful in its first five 
years, " he says. "If they are success¬ 
ful in the running of the Island, the 
Island will have more authority. 

"I feel this is something the majority 
of the people Island really are hope¬ 
ful for. 

"If the Island is handled properly 
there is no reason, in the long term, 

hat we cannot run our own affairs 
quite capably." 

Greg was recently elected president 
of the Society of Descendants, and 
believes the Society has an important 
role to fill in Norfolk affairs. 

"I hope that the Assembly would 



accept our views - or even have a 
look at our views - in the future. 

"1 don't want to be dogmatic - we 
don't want to push, or say 'we must 
have this, or have that' - but we'd 
like to contribute something ourselves, 
and do it in a sensible-like manner, 
and a reasonable manner - that's how 
I see it. 

"While I’m on there as president,, 
if the Society feel there is an area 
that’s not right, we'd like to be given 
the opportunity of having a good look 
at it, study it, and give the Assembly 
our recommendations on the matter. 

"I .think that's a healthy way of do¬ 
ing things, without being rude or 
nasty about it. * 



One of the first moves of this kind 
since Greg was chosen as president 
was a letter sent to the Chief Minis¬ 
ter before the Assembly had its final 
debate on the new Immigration Bill. 

In it the Socfety proposed several 
specific amendments. 

The letter went on to say "We feel 
that the Immigration Bill of 1980 has 
much merit and with the above pro¬ 
posed amendments would be highly 
commendable and acceptable to our 
Society's view. 

“It is quite a change to read a Bill 
that is wrinen or drafted so that the 
ordinary person can read and under¬ 
stand. Hopefully all future ordinances 
will be written in a similar manner." 

Greg feels that the Island’s trees 
offer great opportunities for Norfolk. 

"It is often mentioned by visitors to 
the Island what a beautiful place Nor¬ 
folk is - and I agree wholeheartedly, " 
he says. "The beauty is due to the 
planning by the people of Norfolk 
Island, and not to the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment, " he adds. "Islanders plant- 


LIVING 


ed a lot of trees. 

"Pine trees and other trees as well 
are patt of Norfolk, and if the Island 
could continue to grow a lot more 
it would be an advantage to the Island. 

"We planted all the trees here, ” he 
says, gesturing toward the trees around 
his house. "Flame trees, that cedar - 
cedar is a beautiful tree - that one is 
only about 15 years old, ” be comments, 
pointing toward one about 40 feet high. 

"Since the flower people have been 
here. I've started to grow oak trees. 

I've potted about 5.0 plants, and they 
are doing extremely well. I hope to pot 
quite a few hundreds of these, and 
plant them here, and at my wife's 
property at Ball Bay. 

"It's easy to plant a tree. Looking 
after them is die hard part. A lot of 
people on Norfolk plant trees. A lot 
get going, but a lot die off. 

"Billie Ward fenced off about 50 
yards of her cliff, over 20 years ago 

"The oaks grew, and pines. 

"Pines came up where there was buf¬ 
falo grass. The oaks came up in Ki¬ 
kuyu, or any grass. 

"Some are quite a size now. Some 
pines are 12-15 feet high. 

"She is really a tree lover." 

Greg believes that with proper man¬ 
agement, Norfolk's pines and palms 
could provide a great, continuing in¬ 
come for the Island, he says he does¬ 
n't like government interference, but 
thinks there probably has to be some 
firm control if pines and palms are to 
reach their real potential. 

“It won't work on a voluntary basis, 
he says. 

He points out that years ago Norfolk's 
overseas markets for bananas and or¬ 
anges dwindled away. He believes it 
was because there was no enforced con¬ 
trol over quality, and inferior fruit 
was shipped by some people anxious 
to earn more. 

"We need a qualified person to check 
the quality, " he says, adding that 
such a person might be part of the 
Island Administration. 

"A must is to keep the quality of 
very high standard. 

"If it is worth while to Norfolk Island, 
it should be controlled by. the Assembly, 

I would think. 

"It's the same as having a Legal Ad¬ 
viser, who is qualified to know about 
the law. We should have a pefson 
qualified to look after this sort of sit- 
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Chicken is usually a family favourite. 
This recipe is not only delicious but 
goes a long way. 

HONEY GINGER CHICKEN 

1 - 3 lb. roaster 
3 ozs. butter 

21 cups fresh breadcrumbs (apprcx 
| loaf) 

1 onion 

2 tablesp. chopped mint 

15 oz. can pineapple pieces 
1 e gg 

salt and pepper 


2 tablesp. soy sauce 

1 teaspoon grated green ginger 

3 teasp. cornflour 
3/4 cup water 

2 teasp. lemon juice 

Drain pineapple, reserve syrup. Peel 
and chop onion finely, saute in 1 oz. 
butter until transparent. Combine on¬ 
ion and butter with breadcrumbs, mint, 
finely chopped pineapple, egg, salt 
and pepper. Fill crumb mixture into 
cavity of chicken. Put chicken into 
baking dish, rub remaining softened 
butter over chicken. Bake in moderate 
oven 40 minutes. Combine pineapple 
syrup, honey, soy sauce and ginger. 
Pour over chicken, bake uncovered 
further 30 mins, brushing frequently 
with sauce until chicken is cooked. 
Remove chicken from baking dish. 
Dissolve cornflour in water add to 
dish with lemon juice. Stir over heat 
until sauce boils and thickens. Serve 
chicken with sauce. Serves 4. 


Now that zucchiiis are available you 
might like to try this recipe, which 


it 'called "little slippers. " You can 
You can serve it as a luncheon main 
dish or as a meat accompaniment. 
Zucchini slippers can also be sliced 
after baking and served on toothpicks 
for appetizers. 

6 zucchini, about 7 inches 
long, straight, and well filled out 
Boiling salted water 
2 eggs well beaten 

l| cups shredded sharp Cheddar cheese 
4 cup cottage cheese 
2 tablespoons chopped parsley 
4 teasp. salt 
Dash of pepper. 

Cut off ends and scrub zucchini well; 
cook them whole in boiling water to 
cover for approx 12 minutes, or until 
they are tender but still firm. Drain 
and cut each zucchini half length¬ 
wise. Scoop out the centre pulp and 
invert each “slipper" to drain briefly. 
Meanwhile mix together the eggs, 
Cheddar, cottage cheese, parsley, 
salt, and pepper. Fill each zucchini 
shell with the cheese mixture and ar¬ 
range in a greased baking dish. Bake 
uncovered in a moderate oven for 15 
minutes. Then turn oven to 450 de¬ 
grees for 5 minutes or until the cheese 
topping is browned.. Serves 6. 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLAND/T AURA NGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetfaerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt Sc, Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 




Tfje rtorfolk ^/Mtenjative 

ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES_WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


Before you start on your stone cot¬ 
tage, or basement room, have a pretty 
good look around your property to see 
if you can conveniently lay hands on 
stones closest to you. Assemble a 
representative number of the size and 
type available and determine the 
mean thickness and size for easy 
handling. 

A good rule is that any stone over 
fifty poinds is just too big to handle. 
Between five and fifteen poinds is 
better, and you will find that most 
stones will probably be around this. 

Do not ignore the small ones. You wil 
will need these for blocking and chink¬ 
ing up the others. You can now de¬ 
cide how wide and deep your founda¬ 
tion footings need to be, preferably 
in reinforced concrete. Between one 
foot and 18 inches is OK for most 
places if you are on hard packed clay.. 

Don't try your hand at dry stone 
walling until you have some exper¬ 
ience. It is somewhere between art 
and engineering. It requires quite a 
‘bit of trial and error in how to stop 
the wall from falling down when your 
back is turned. It's easier and more 
effective to cheat a little, and use 
the slip-form technique. This method 
requires strong boxing or shutters, with 
the stones laid up against one side and 
three or four inches of concrete poured 
down the other. Alternatively, the 
stones can be laid up against both sides 
of the form work, and concrete poured 
down the middle. 

You will need 507c more stones than 
you think you will, and you will sooner 
or later use them all. Stones with two 
faces are the best. Round stones from 
Cascade or Ball Bay don't really want 
to lie up in a wall anil's better not 
to try, though I did build a bedroom 
with them once, concreted to airfield 
matting. It was a good enough job, 
but unappealing aesthetically and 
that is the greatest sin in stone use. 

If it doesn't look tight, it isn’t tight. 
Some reinforcing is necessary but barb¬ 
ed wire off a fence is quite okay. 

The best stones come from the now- 
covered-over Chinaman or Emily or 
Slaughter Bay. You need permission 
to remove stone, from the beaches and 
it probably will not be forthcoming 
nowadays. 

Stone people tend to be slightly 
dishonest in their method of acquisi¬ 
tion. After an absence from the Is¬ 


land of some years, I asked a very 
well known identity what the current 
stone position was, and I always trea¬ 
sure his reply, "just a little bit earlier 
in the morning or. later at night". It 
can be a bit embarassing at times. 

Stones are a permanent, ageless 
method of building, combining visual 
sculptured art and sound engineering 
principles and giving the builder enor¬ 
mous satisfaction in using a material 
that has primitive strength and a tac¬ 
tile, sensuous grace. 

Back to trees again . 

The world demand for wood products 
far outstrips our supply and we are fast 
gobbling up the accumulation of the 
centuries. Unfortunately this is also 
true of Norfolk. We are just not 
replacing what we are using. Wood 
is die almost perfect building material, 
hence the demand. It is more easily 
worked, compared to other materials. 

It is reasonably priced. It is conven¬ 
tionally maintained. And it is still 
available. Wood has a durable hon¬ 
esty. At its best it is very beautiful. 

At its worst it is functional. I like 
its sense of the deep forest. Our pines 
as our major building wood, lend a 
natural identity to many Island homes. 
Lilac, snowdrop, ironwood, yellow 
wood, bloodwood, even olive and 
guava, all contribute, they are a 
part of our homes and a part of our 
lives. 

When exposed to the weather most 
wood needs some type of preservation; 
The modern equivalent of saltwater 
curingfrot all that different in prin¬ 
ciple) is to dry the timber to under 
207 c water content and impregnate the 
opened cells with chemical salts, the 
most common being copper, chrome 
and arsenic. This is usually done un¬ 
der pressure, as at the local tanalis- 
ing plant. However, there are other 
methods, some of which are reason¬ 
ably convenient for the backyard en¬ 
thusiast. Newly felled and sawn tim¬ 
ber is painted or sprayed with a chem¬ 
ical in a block stack, preferably wrap¬ 
ped in plastic sheeting, and then the 
process is repeated using another chem¬ 
ical a few days later. The effect of 
the two different chemicals is <to form 
yet a third chemical within the ceil; 
structure which gives a high level bf 
non-leaching protection, said to be 
as good as the pressure process. 


Steve Webb, our Electrical Officer, 
has experience in New Guinea in pre¬ 
serving power poles using the sap- 
replacement method where various 
salts are injected by several different 
methods into the freshly felled tree. 

The closing of the sap ways sucks the 
chemicals into the dying cells. The 
main advantage of this method is that 
the process can be carried out at the 
felling site and the timber can be used 
as soon as necessary. There are other 
methods and in general most of them 
give quite satisfactory results. If you 
feel that commercial treatment is slow¬ 
ly becoming uneconomic, it is worth 
considering one of these alternatives. 
The home treatment of young trees 
up to about a foot in diameter is par¬ 
ticularly appropriate if you are con¬ 
templating building a pole house. I 
don't know of anyone building a pole 
house here yet, but it does offer a 
relatively inexpensive way of over¬ 
coming some of our escalating build 
ing costs. Basically, it substitutes 
long poles for concrete foundations 
and footings. The poles may continue 
through the floor, or floors, to the 
roof peak. Heavy beams are bolted 
to the poles, locking the structure to¬ 
gether and carrying the floor joists 
and rafters. The design is simple in 
concept and well suited to possible 
earthquake zones. 

In one form or another, pole houses 
have been around for a long time, the 
Longhouse of Sarawak and the Pacific 
Northwest, and the Maori whare being 
good examples. The modern version 
is derived mostly from Californian 
and NZ experience and is now generally 
approved as a sound building technique. 
It does give the do-it-yourself home 
builder the opportunity to use natural 
material in a sensible way. 1 suppose 
the main disadvantage is the difficulty 
of placing the poles four feet deep in¬ 
to their holes. You probably need the 
use of a crane or at least some mobile 
sheerlegs. 


"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

£ IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS ■ WHOLESALERS • R ETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PT Y. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ,. 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think 


lay be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



SUNBEAM 

SHAVEMASTER 

SHAVER/GROOMER 




* <e 



OCT 1 - NOV3, 1980 5<K \ 


New $1,000 Fine 


BOARDING HOUSE LICENSES ARE NO LONGER NEEDED FOR ACCOMMODATING 
LOCALS - BUT IF YOU LET A ROOM TO A TOURIST YOU'D BETTER HAVE ONE 


Airport Controls 


TO PREVENT A JET AIRPORT FRQM DAMAGING NORFOLK, PARLIAMENT 
AUSTRALIA AND THE ISLAND MUST NEGOTIATE EFFECTIVE RESTRAINT 


What Happened 
in 79/80 


DESPITE GLOOMY EXPECTATIONS, NORFOLK CAME UP SMELLING LIKE A ROSE 
ONCE AGAIN. CHARTS REVEAL THE FINANCIAL SITUATION AND TRENDS. 


SPECIAL FEATURE: 

A NEW TREASURE-CHEST 
OF KINGSTON FACTS 


A 400-PAGE ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT PROVIDES A WEALTH OF INFORMATION 
ABOUT WHAT EXISTED AT KINGSTON IN CONVICT TIMES -- AND WHAT REMAINS 


ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION ON NUCLEAR DUMPING.. .WATER PROTECTION STUDY 
TO BE DONE... "NATIONALISATION" PROPOSALS FOR INDUSTRIES... NATIONAL 
TRUST WANTS ALL OF NORFOLK LISTED... LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.. .NEWS C 
PEOPLE FROM "SUZY"... NORFOLK LIVING TALKS WITh MAX HOBBINS... AND A 
LAST FEW REFLECTIONS ABOUT "THE NORFOLK ALTERNATIVE"... 


COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncan's ~ 

JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes* walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 



RUBIES 

OPALS 

PEARLS 

IVORY 

JADE 


SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

FERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUAMARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
TOURMALING 


GARNET 
EMERA LDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



ASSEMBLY SHUTS OFF EASY BOARDING HOUSE LICENSES 


Accommodation Control 


A FINE of up to $1, 000 for anyone of¬ 
fering tourist accommodation without 
a license went into effect on Septem - 
ber 18th. 

The fine is one part of a new law to 
control boarding houses more closely, 
unanimously passed by the Legislative 
Assembly on the 17th. The law was 
assented to by Administrator W. P. 
Coleman the next day, and gazetted 
on the 19th. 

The Assembly had attempted to freeze 
any additional tourist accommodation 
late last year, by instructing the Build¬ 
ing Board that no further approvals were 
to be given until the Assembly had 
worked out a comprehensive plan for 
future growth in tourism. 

But people wanting to get into the 
accommodation business found they 
were able to be licensed as boarding 
house operators with little difficulty. 
The Boarding Houses Ordinance and 
Regulations required the Administrator 
to license anyone whose building met 
certain limited standards, whether the 
building had been approved by the 
Building Board or not. The ordinance 
and regulations made no distinction 
between houses accommodating locals 
and those catering for tourists. 

The new law applies to tourist accom¬ 
modation only. The definition of a 
boarding house has been changed so 
that it includes only places where 
"accommodation for visitors in offered 
for hire or provided for any reward or 
consideration". People providing ac¬ 
commodation for residents, including 
Temporary Entry Permit holders, are 
no longer regulated by the Boarding 
Houses Ordinance, or required to be 
licensed. 

Authority for administering the Board¬ 
ing Houses Ordinance has been switched 
from the Administrator to Deputy Chief 
Minister Bill Blucher - and he now has 
power to refuse to issue licenses, 
which the Administrator could not do. 

The new law was described by several 
Assembly members during the debate 
as being only a "stop-gap". A com¬ 
plete re-writing of die boarding houses 
law has been given priority in die 
Assembly’s drafting program. 

The accommodation freeze followed 
increasing concern on the Island that 
the number of visitors to Norfolk might 
be approaching a level that coidxPdam¬ 
age the tranquility tourists come to en¬ 
joy. A three-man Select Committee 
of the Assembly has been holding hear¬ 
ings on the problem for four months. 


and is expected to make recommenda¬ 
tions about the end of the year on what 


"Boarder" Includes - 

(a) a lodger; 

(b) a paying guest; 

(c) any other person, not having 
the management or control of 
the boarding-house, 

for whom accommodation is offerred 
for hire or provided for any reward or 
consideration; 

"boarding-house" means - 

(a) a house; or 

(b) a lodging-house; or 

(c) a hostel; or 

(d) a guest-house; or 

(e) a residential flat; or 

(f) a tent; or 

(gj a building; or 
(h) other premises. 


A RESOLUTION objecting to the 
Japanese government’s plan to 
dump drums of radioactive waste 
into the Pacific was passed unan¬ 
imously by the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly on September 17th. 

The Assembly supported the pos¬ 
ition taken by other Pacific Islands 
on the dumping plan, and asked 
Australia to do the same. 

The text of the resolution: 

"The Assembly notes the intention 
of the Government of Japan to dispose 
of radioactive waste material by dump¬ 
ing it into the Pacific Ocean some 
6,000 km NNW of Norfolk Island. 

"The Assembly notes that a J apanese 
delegation has informed the Australian 
Government that the radioactive waste 
material will be contained in 10, 000 
metal drums encased in concrete, and 
that it will not. in Japanese scientific 
opinion, pollute the ocean. 

"The Assembly notes that the area 
of intended dumping is considered to 
be an active earthquake zone and 
that the waste material is expected 
to continue to be dangerously radio¬ 
active for many human lifetimes to 
come. 

"The Assembly notes that peoples 
of the Pacific including heads of state 
at the recent South Pacific Forum 
meeting, have objected strongly to 


| the most desirable level of tourism is, 
I and how it can be kept at that level. 


whether temporary or permanent, in 
which accommodation for visitors is 
(i) offered for hire or (j) provided 
for any reward or consideration. 

"visitor" means a person who is al¬ 
lowed to enter and remain on Norfolk 
Island by virtue of section 13 of the 
Immigration Ordinance 1968.". 

"4. A person is guilty of an offence 
if he - 

(a) conducts a boarding-house; and 

(b) is not registered in accordance 
with this Ordinance and regulations 
made under this Ordinance as the 
proprietor of that boarding-house. 

Penalty; A fine not exceeding $1, 000.", 


the use of our common ocean for 
such purposes. 

"The Assembly notes that the Aus¬ 
tralian Government has neither approv¬ 
ed nor disapproved of Japan's intended 
actions, and that it has been reported 
that the Australian Government will 
not make any formal complaint unless 
it is further pressed to do so by the 
peoples of the Pacific. 

"The Assembly has a responsibility 
to advise the Australian Government 
on matters affecting the peace, order 
and good government of Norfolk Island. 
Norfolk Island itself has a unique posi¬ 
tion in Australia’s relations with the 
Pacific region, being the last of the 
Pacific Islands Territories being 
brought toward self-government under 
the authority of Australia. 

"Mindful of its responsibility, and 
of Norfolk Island’s position, the Assem - 
bly - 

•"Supports the objections of other 
Pacific Islands peoples to the Japanese 
Government’s intentions; 

•"Requests the Australian Govern¬ 
ment to take a firm stand in support 
of the Islands; and 

•"Asks the Department of Foreign 
Affairs, which is responsible for repre¬ 
senting Norfolk Island abroad, to make 
copies of this resolution available to 
the Government of Japan and the Gov¬ 
ernments of the other Pacific Islands." 


HOW THE HEW LAW READS 


L.A. Objects to Atom Plan 
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The car for the’ 80 s. 



The Mazda 323 was conceived and developed to 
meet the stringent demands in a decade of new 
realities. Clearly the car is positioned for the largest 
segment of the motoring public. It offers a new 
dimension in value, with few of the concessions often 
associated with small cars. 

Our design objective was to create a universal car 
combining engineering sophistication and refinements 
innovative ideas, outstanding performance and 
economy, reliability and superb comfort. 

The Mazda 323 is the fruit of our technology, 
experience and perfection of the decade’s needs. It 
offers unparalleled comfort and spaciousness within 
the compact outer dimensions that are dictated by 
today’s fuel considerations and traffic conditions. 
Performance provided by the combination of new 
power units, chassis and aerodynamic body is 
exhilarating and assuring, while the car’s fuel 
economy is among the top in the class. The car is 
pleasing to the eyes. Its appearance is modern, 


cusp and taut, conveying the image of functionalism 
and imparting an air of distinctive individuality that 

•'s ail .Mazda, 

The Mazda 323 is significant in that it is the first 
volume production front-wheel-drive car from Toyo 
Kogyo. It is the spearhead of a new generation of 
FWD cars. We have expanded on the FWD’s many 
virtu as, while eliminating its few shortcomings. The 
Mazda 323 is a brand-new car from the ground up, 
from stem to stern, yet its quality and reliability are 
traditional, like all Mazda products. 

The Mazda 323's performance can best be 
summarized by Yoshimi Katayama. ‘This car has 
been beautifully developed almost to perfection. 

My satisfaction and hearty approval of this car 
is perhaps equal to, or even greater than my 
favorite car, the RX7." Mr. Katayama, by the way, 
won the class and finished 5th overall in the 
1979 Daytona 24 Hour Endurance Race for 
Sports Cars and GTs in an RX7. 


COMING SOON TO 

FITZPATRICK’S 



PARL’T ACCEPTS THAT NORFOLK SHOULD BE AN 
EQUAL PARTNER* IN REGULATING AIRPORT USE 


THE UPGRADING-of Norfolk’s, airport | 

for medium jet aircraft was approved 
by the Australian Parliament on Sep¬ 
tember 18 th - provided that effective 
controls are established to protect the 
Island's environment as well as its 
economy. 

Parliament's Public Works Commit¬ 
tee, which held three days of hearings 
on the upgrading plan at the Norfolk 
School early in September, recommend¬ 
ed in favour of the project, but its re¬ 
commendation was subject to certain 
controls being set up. 

The Committee said the controls 
should be ones worked out in negoti¬ 
ations between the Australian and 
Norfolk Island Governments and should 
cover - 

■ Tourism to Norfolk 

■ Transit.air traffic through Norfolk 

■ Airline schedules 

■ Types of aircraft using the airport. 

The need for local r eans ot control¬ 
ling the airport's use had been strongly 
emphasised to die Committee by a 
number of witnesses v io gave evidence 
at the hearings, including Duncan 
McIntyre (appearing o 1 aehaif of the 
Assembly) and a delegation of the 
Society of Descendants of the Pitcairn 
Settlers. 

The Assembly's writ ;en submission 
said "The Norfolk Island government 
strongly believes in the importance of 
these controls. It is a matter of legit¬ 
imate and extremely serious concern 
to the Island who is the airline opera¬ 
tor on any route, what type of aircraft 
is used, how often it provides the ser- 


"Public Works Committee report mi 
N orfolk Island aerodrome upgrading of 
facilities tabled and approved by the 
Parliament las night (18 Sept). The 
summary of recommendations and con¬ 
clusions of the committee are set out 
below: 

"1. To ensure reliable airline ser¬ 
vices to Norfolk Island which meet 
ICAO standards the Committee agrees 
that the aerodrome requires upgrading. 

”2. The Committee agrees that the 
present aerodrome site is the most 
suitable for development. 

"3. The Australian and Norfolk Is¬ 
land governments should negotiate to 
ensure that controls of tourism, tran¬ 
sit air passengers, airline schedules 
and types of aircraft using the Norfolk 


vice, and at what time of the day 
and week. 

"It is also of concern to the Island 
that the amount of passing air traffic 
should not increase. 

"The members of the Assembly there¬ 
fore voiced these concerns with die 
Minister for Transport, Mr. Hunt, dur¬ 
ing his recent visit, and he expressed 
understanding of these matters, and 
stated that he saw no impediment to 
continuing consultation and coopera¬ 
tion between the Norfolk Island govern¬ 
ment and his Department on these par¬ 
ticular matters. ” 

Mr. McIntyre said "We would like to 
impress upon this Committee the im¬ 
portance of that issue for us, and we 
would appreciate whatever reinforce¬ 
ment the Committee may ba able to 
give in in reports and in the individual 
activities of the Committee's members 
to the cooperative purposes expressed 
by Mr. Hunt." 

The Pitcairn Society’s submission to 
the Committee opposed the upgrading 
of the airport, on the grounds that the 
number of tourists visiting the Island 
has already reached "the desired maxi¬ 
mum level" and that further numbers 
will harm Norfolk. 

"We feel that the Norfolk Island Leg¬ 
islative Assembly should have authority 
in relation to the nomination and con¬ 
trol of all air carriers to the Island and 
tourist numbers," Don Reynolds said. 
"We believe this is the only way the 
Island will be able to control its own 
destiny for future generations of Island¬ 
ers and generations of visitors." 


Island aerodrome are effective in pre¬ 
serving the Norfolk Island environment 
and economy. 

"4. Subject to effective controls as 
indicated in recommendation 3 above, 
the Committee recommends the con¬ 
struction of the work in this reference. 

"5. The estimated cost of the work 
when referred to the Committee was 
$6.2 million at May 1980 prices. 

"Will forward copies of die report 
ASAP. 

"Understand Minister for Housing and 
Construction made a statement to the 
Hbuse in relation to the report and 
opposition spokesman for Transport 
made short statement in reply. Will 
forward relevant hansard extracts when 
available." 


The Public Works Committee is re¬ 
sponsible for reviewing all major Com¬ 
monwealth spending projects before 
they gb ahead. It rarely recommends 
against a project, and only occasion¬ 
ally recommends modifications or 
conditions. 

In making tourism controls a condi¬ 
tion of its support for upgrading the 
Norfolk airport, the Committee fully 
responded to the Assembly's request. 

But the condition imposed by the 
Committee obviously has a limited 
life, and its forcefulness depends on 
die Norfolk Assembly’s taking early 
initiative to make proper use of it. 

( Extract from 
adopted report: 

The Aerodrome Norfolk Island aero¬ 
drome was constructed in 1942 to sup¬ 
port the Allied war effort in die South 
Pacific. It facilitated access to the 
Island for tourists and led to tourism be¬ 
coming the most important Industry on 
the Island. 

Tourism Airline services between 
Sydney and Norfolk Island were com¬ 
menced by Qantas using Lancastrian air¬ 
craft in October 1947 and In 1948 the 
Department of Civil Aviation assumed 
control of the aerodrome. In June 1949 
Qantas introduced DC4 Skymaster air¬ 
craft on the Sydney-Norfolk Island - 
route. In the ensuing years the number 
of tourists visiting the Island by air has 
steadily increased. Tourists were at¬ 
tracted to the Island by its unique char¬ 
acter, its historical significance and by 
die unhurried nature and character of 
island life. 

In May 1976, the Department of the 
Capital Territory, the Commonwealth 
Department responsible for providing 
the Island administration, foreshadowed 
a need for upgrading die aerodrome to 
provide a modern and economic trans¬ 
port link between Australia and Norfolk 
Island because the service being provid¬ 
ed by Qantas was uneconomical. The 
Department published a draft Environ¬ 
mental Impact Statement (EIS) which 
analysed the need, gave details of the 
proposed development and possible 
alternatives, broadly assessed the en¬ 
vironmental impact of the proposal and 
proposed safeguards. The draft EIS was 
released for public comment in May 
1975... 

Norfolk Island Act 1979 Following 
consideration by the Government of the 


RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED: 

(TELEX FROM DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS 19.9.8(9 
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WORLD 

TRADERS! 

Next to the Trading Post 

WIN LIGHTERS 

ROYAL ADDERLEY c»,n« 

RANNOCH MOHAIR 



PPI ^ 


SPANISH DOLLS 


WELSH TAPESTRY 

GARMENTS 


MAJA 


SOAPS AND PERFUMES 


OLD BOND STREET ENGLISh KNITWEAR 
PETER SCOTT SCOTTISH KNITWEAR 


CIGARS IMPORTED FROM hOLLAND 
Pipes... cigarettes... tobaccos... smokers requisites 


SPANISH PEARLS AND COSTUME JEWELLERY 



BESWICK 


BESWICK OF ENGLAND MODELS 
including a large selection of 
CONNOISSEUR MODELS 


CROCHET TABLECLOTHS 


ChINESE BLOUSES. KIMONOS, ETC. 
DUTCH SILVER PLATED SOUVENIR SPOONS 


DUTCH TAPESTRIES 
AIMANTE BANDS 




adopted report: 

(Extract - continued) 

Royal Commission reports, it decided 
to establish a form of self-government 
for the Island. Prior to that decision 
the Island had a form of colonial admin¬ 
istration using an Administrator and an 
Advisory Council. -v 

Following the passing by Parliament of 
the Norfolk Island Act 1979, the Island 
now has an elected Legislative Assembly 
and Government. The Island is a Ter¬ 
ritory under the authority of the Com¬ 
monwealth Government but has a de¬ 
gree of separateness from die Federal 
system which differs from that of the 
states and mainland Territories. The 
Island operates its own administration, 
finances, customs, health and welfare 
and is responsible for tourism. The Com 
monwealth retains authority over air 
transport and because tourism and air 
transport overlap, complementary pol¬ 
icies require to be develoMd-^d im--im¬ 
plemented by path the Isllwi 4nd g§m- 
monwealth Gw&nments.’ ^ ' 

Select Committee on Toifftim Aim 
first step to developing an, Island tour¬ 
ism policy, by relo^jwfi 'of 7 May, 1980 
the Legislative Amenflsyfcappointed a 
Select Committee io wmlne and make 
recommendations oniiilf facets of tour¬ 
ism. This enquiry, currently being 
carried out, is examining existing tour¬ 
ist accommodation, the most desir¬ 
able tourist levels, this feasibility of 
promoting increased tourism or of pre¬ 
venting excessive tourism and to exam¬ 
ine ways tourism can be most benefi¬ 
cial to die Norfolk Island residents. 

The Committee was advised that the 
Select Committee aims to.,have a re¬ 
port ready for consideration'by the Nor¬ 
folk Island Government by the end of 
1980 or early in 1981. 

Present Services to Norfolk Island 
Qantas ceased operating the Sydney - 
Norfolk Island route in 1977 and since 
the withdrawal of the DC4, East-West 
Airlines has operated on the route us¬ 
ing Fokker Friendship F27 .500 aircraft. 
Because of the excellent safety recor d 
of these aircraft a concession has been 
granted for its operation despite its 
operational and safety shortcomings. 

On the Sydnfty-Norfolk Island route, the 
aircraft does, not meet the requirements 
of the ’90 minute rule', an internation¬ 
al safety standard which requires that 
a twin-engined aircraft must at all 
times have a.suitable aerodrome with¬ 
in 90 minutes flying time at normal 
engine cruising speed. It was establish¬ 
ed that the F27 presently exceeds the 90 
mintite rule by about 15-20 minutes. 
Because of the need to meet Internat¬ 
ional Civil Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) standards, the Department of ’ 
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Transport has indicated it will not per¬ 
mit the 90 minute concession to con¬ 
tinue indefinitely and has agreed to 
allow operations of F2 7-500 aircraft 
only until the end of 1982... 

Evidence supporting the' upgrading of 
Norfolk Island aerodrome was based on 
the following factors; 

- the Norfolk Island economy is pre¬ 
dominantly based on tourism; 

- the maintenance of the economy is 
dependent on retaining a competitive 
and viable tourist industry; 

- regular airline services to Norfolk 
Island are a necessary pre-condition 
for this- 

- because of the need to meet ICAO 
standards^ .it is Government policy not 
to extend the duration of present Syd- 
ney-Norfolk Island route airline oper¬ 
ations using F27 aircraft beyond 1982; 

-- regardless of the type of aircraft and 
aSline finally selected to operate the 
route, the aerodrome requires upgrad¬ 
ing because it is showing.signs of wear 
nfrisn nresent traffic. 


The*quesck>n revolves around the scale 
of theiproposed upgrading. The need 
is to provide regular viable airline 
links conforming with Department of 
Transport requirements to Norfolk Island 
for use by tourists, residents and for 
freight. The scale proposed for medium 
jet aircraft with a larger freight capaci¬ 
ty to meet a strong demand for cargo 
movement is based on analysis of alter¬ 
native aircraft types, their economics, 
their passenger and freight handling cap¬ 
abilities and their addition to the Aus¬ 
tralia-wide passenger aircraft inventory. 
Alternative courses of action involving 
the provision of lesser facilities capable 
of handling smaller commuter aircraft 
oi aircraft such as the de Haviland of 
Canada Dash 7 were considered as part 
of this analysis., To construct facilities 
for the latter aircraft, the Department 
of Transport indicated it would require 
an expenditure of $3.0 million. Such 
a course of action would reduce flexi¬ 
bility in aircraft types capable of oper¬ 
ating from the Island. It would also re¬ 
quire extending the 90 impute conces¬ 
sion beyond 1982 and is-<iotr*]i*)y flfe- 
ceminty because of comparative oper¬ 
ating costs and the numbers of flights 
required per week. These uncertainties 
natiffally impinge on the viability of 
the tourist industry, the viability of the 
Island and may not guarantee a continu¬ 
ing competitive air fare structure... 

The only possible alternative site for 
an aerodrome on the Island is at Steels 
Point. The cost of acquiring and deve¬ 
loping a site there would be prohibitive; 
it is under cultivation and would require 
compulsory acquisition and extensive 
earthworks!. • 


‘equal partner’ 

The Committee believes that future 
proposals should not only be examined 
within the context of existing Common¬ 
wealth environmental protection legis¬ 
lation, but that the Norfolk IslandGov- 
emment be closely and effectivelyln- 
vdved hi its consideration as an equal 
partner. 

Whilst the proposal has met the re¬ 
quirements of the Environment Protec¬ 
tion Administrative Procedures, the 
Committee is disturbed by the fact 
that it took nine months for the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement pre¬ 
pared by the Department of Transport 
to be released to the public in June 
1980 after being cleared by the Mini¬ 
ster for Science and the Environment 
in September 1979. 

During the five year interval between 
publication of the Draft and Finpl 
Environmental Impact Statements, Ad¬ 
ditional factors concerning the proposal 
and changes in Administrative carriage 
emerged. The Committee is concern¬ 
ed that a second Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement was not released. 
Failure to do this and the inordinate 
delay in publishing the Final Statement 
are not considered to have been con- I 
ducive to effective public participa - I 
tion and detract from the spirit of I 
environmental protection legislation./. 

The Committee notes that the Leg-1 
islative Assembly Select Committee I 
-on Tourism is examining questions of/ 
existing tourist accommodation and \ 
the most desirable tourists levels. The 
Committee believes the upgraded aero¬ 
drome will not necessarily of itself, 
lead to unacceptable levels of tourists. 
Rather, tourist numbers depend on die 
number of flights to the Island, the 
number of tourist beds available which 
presently have an occupancy rate of 
only 40$: and the length of stay on the 
Island which has steadily declined 
from 12 nights in 1975/76 to 9 nights 
in 1979/80. The number of scheduled 
flights to the Island is controlled by 
the Department of Transport. The 
Committee believes any decision by 
that Department in response to requests 
from airline operators for increased, 
regular flights to and from Norfolk.- 
Island must be referred to the Norfolk 
Island Government for their agreement. 

Fears were also expressed during the 
public hearing that the upgraded aero¬ 
drome may lead the Island to becdrfte 
« transit point for aircraft carrying 
tourists to and from other areas in tie 
vicinity (e. g. New Zealand, Vanu .tu, 
Fiji). The Committee believes any 
proposals for such arrangements should 
be subject to the agreement of the 
Norfolk Island Government. 
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TELEVISIONS 
FROM $367.90 


International Duty Free 

incorporating 

Sporting Gift Centre 




"Tha&JJjk! 


YOUR AGENT FOR 


RADIO CASSETTES 
FROM $37.35 












CAR STEREOS 
FROM $91.85 


AND A WIDE RANGE OF APPLIANCES 



VISIT IRVINE’S TO VIEW OUR 
VACUUM CLEANERS FROM $73.80 

MICROWAVE OVENS FROM $364 


WE ARE OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 




NORFOLK ISLAND’S FINANCES FOR THE 12 MONTHS ENDED JUNE 30TH. 1980 - 


79/80 WAS A GOOD YEAR 


AN UNEXPECTED rush of income in 
the last few months of the 1979/80 
financial year left Norfolk with a sur¬ 
plus for the year rather than the defi¬ 
cit that had been feared. 

With tourism reaching a new record - 
23,190 visitors for the 12 months 
through the end of June. 1980 - customs 
duty collections for the year were 
$680, 000, well ahead of the $600, 000 
that had been forecast. 

Stamp sales, the Island's largest 
single source of public funds, soared 
to $855, 000. Up through December 
stamp sales lagged badly behind the 
estimated level, but then picked up 
rapidly and actually exceeded the 
year's estimate by $105, 000., 

Instead of having to dip into past 
savings to get through the year, Nor¬ 
folk actually added about $55, 000 to 
its bank accounts and at the end of 
June had some $960, 000 in hand. 


When the Legislative Assembly took 
office last September it was expected 
that an extra $150, 000 or so would have 
to be found to get up to date with 
New South Wales on payments for 
teachers' salaries. The back bills did 
not come through, so that bit of bad 
news from the past did not have to be 
faced. Much of the current bills for 
teachers did not come through either - 
but some $300, 000 has been put tem¬ 
porarily into the Revenue Fund to 
cover them when they arrive. 

When audited figures for the year 
are published, they will probably show 
that the Revenue Fund stood at over 
$1.2 million on June 30th, but that 
includes the teachers' salaries wait¬ 
ing to be repaid. 

Charts of key figures for the past 
nine years, and the current estimate 
for the 1980/81 year, tell the finan¬ 
cial story in a graphic way. 



THE CLOSEST thing Norfolk has had to a "recession" in re- I 
cent years was in 1975/76, when total revenues slipped off 
about $26, 000 from the previous financial year. Apart from 
that interruption, the Island's public income has gone up 
each year, and is now 3-1/3 times as much as it was eight 
years ago. Australia used to make an annual grant to the 
Island, which was enough to cover the salaries and expenses 
of Australian officials sent to administer the Island. Their 
costs are now paid directly by Australia, and all of Norfolk's 
revenues are locally generated. 



THE ISLAND'S revenues are used to pay for all the day-to- 
day local costs of government, public services, and new cap¬ 
ital works - Administration staff salaries and expenses, the 
school, postal system, telephone service, electricity, seal¬ 
ing and maintaining roads, operating the lighterage service. 
Legislative Assembly pay and expenses, the library. Customs 
staff, -- and so on. Norfolk pays'its own way in the world. 

MORE CHARTS $ 




Purchase your Sanyo products 


from Sanyo authorised dealers 

Burns Philp Stores 

ABC Hobby Centre 
Barrett’s Milton’s Prentice’s 


and be sure of your warranty certificate 

and local/overseas after-sales service 







The Two Biggest Earners 
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THE POSTAL system is Norfolk’s own. The Island pays to 
hive residents' overseas mail carried around the globe, has 
its own stamps produced in England, and provides almost all 
the services normally provided by government postal depart¬ 
ments anywhere else - except home delivery. This is one 
ix*mple of "small is beautiful" - while postal systems else¬ 
where usually run at a loss, Norfolk postage stamps are col¬ 
lectors' items and have become the Island's largest single 
source of income. 

The chart shows stamp sales expected to turn down in 
1980/81, but they will probably go on increasing. In June, 
when the estimate was settled, no one had any idea what 
a boom year 1979/80 had been, because the final figures 
weren't in yet. 
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NORFOLK IS sometimes called a "duty-free" port, but it is 
only £|ie: of other countries' customs duties. Lbcal duties 
are lower than in many other places - 5*fc to 1 on many 
items - but they are one of the two mainstays of public in¬ 
come here. Food and a range of other items come in duty¬ 
free, but on the average each dollar's word) of goods im¬ 
ported carries a customs charge-of about six cents. 




The Next Two 
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IN DAYS GONE BY, alcoholic beverages could be legally 
obtained on Norfolk only with a certificate from die Island's 
doctor. This did not entirely .confine imbibing to persons 
i'i medical need, because a mysterious and highly variable 
libation known as "soop" was available to connoisseurs who 
knew where to find it or how to make it. 

Drinking is now legal, but die tradition of government con¬ 
trol ! as carried on, with the Administration holding a mon- 
op^ on import rights. Wine, beer and spirits have to be 
bought through the Bond Store, and it contributes a steadily 
rising amount of income. 
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A TAX HAVEN operation sprang up on Norfolk in the 1960s, 
and many local cphipanies were incorporated for Australians 
who used them to shuffle funds around in a way that avoided 
Australian taxes. Australia largely shut the game down with 
new laws in 1973 - although mainland journalists who rely 
on stereotyped phrases still occasionally think there is some¬ 
thing funny going on here; 

The Island got the idea of levying local fees on such com¬ 
panies just as the company boom began ending. The fees 
have been made higher,, and they continue to raise some 
income, but the amount is withering away and is expected 
to go on doing so. 







Cost of 
government 
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THE NUMBER of visitor* to Norfolk has about doubled since 
June, 1971. Except for a slight downturn in 1977, the increase 
has been quite steady despite economic ups and downs in Aus¬ 
tralia and New Zealand, our main tourist markets. 

Tourism has been the engine that has pulled the Island ahead 
economically. There are no other industries bringing large 
amounts of new money into the Norfolk economy. 

There is concern on Norfolk that much more tourist growth 
may spoil the old-fashioned tranquility that brings tourists 
here in the first place. The issue is being examined by a 
Select Committee of the Assembly. It is crucial to the Island's 
future. If growth continues, Norfolk may be less pleasant to 
live on and may be in for massive new costs such as a water 
and sewerage system. If growth stops, there may be no way 
of paying higher and higher costs of government. 
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THE COST OF government - total spending, not including 
the cost of capital works and improvements - y was cut back 
slightly in 1973, and then began increasing every year. Last 
year it rose by $350,000. This year it is expected to rise by 
a further $296, 000. '' 

For many years people employed by die Administration had 
to accept wages and conditions that were generally poorer than 
those elsewhere on the Island. With the buoyant financial times 
of the past decade it has been possible to improve, the situation. 
Administration positions are now rtauch sought-after because 
they pay better than private jobs do. 


Surplus/Deficit 


Capital. 

400,000 works I 
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NORFOLK'S ABILITY to forecast its revenues each year, and 
tailor its spending accordingly, has not been very good in the 
past. Fortunately, in most years the annual financial result 
has turned out to be better than expected. The 1979/80 year 
was a classic example, starting out with an estimate of a defi - 
cit of $390, 000 and winding up, to everyone's pleased surprise; 
with a surplus of $65, 000. In the current year, the Assembly 
has aimed at a break-even budget. If the Assembly can learn 
to forecast and control better than the Australian-operated ad¬ 
ministration did, it will add greatly to Norfolk's future finan¬ 
cial security. 


NEW EQUIPMENT and durable improvements in the Island's 
facilities are charged off fully in the year they are paid for, 
rather than being amortised over a period of years. This is a 
very conservative way of: keeping the books, and is a re traiut 
on government spending. It leaves the Assembly free tn plan 
each year's budget without having to pay for debts run up in 
the past, and encourages it to take on new capital projects 
only if the Island can afford to pay for them in cash. 

The peak year in 1976-was when Norfolk bought .a big new 
generator for die electricity plant. It was the costliest piece 
of equipment the Island has ever imported. 

one more key chart :f" 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Oct 1-Nov 3,1980 






$ 1 , 000 , 

900, 

800, 

700, 

600, 

500, 

400, 

300, 

200 , 

100 , 

60 61 62 63 64 65‘ 66 67 68 69 ' 

THIS LONG-TERM chart shows one of the most old-fashioned 
and unusual aspects of Norfolk. The Island has no "national 
debt" but instead has a fund saved up from past years' sur¬ 
passes. 

This fact is essential to the Island's being allowed to govern 
itself. So long as Norfolk can pay its own way, and keep mon¬ 
ey in the bank, it has a powerful argument for self-government, 
rather than being integrated into Australia's in-debt financial 
situation. • 

The funds are invested in term bank deposits that bring in a 
valuable amount of interest to help pay expenses - $85, 000 
worth last year. 
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In the Administration accounts the fund is called "Revenue 
Fund”. It is actually the continuation of a fund of about 
£900 started in England in 1852 for the benefit of the Pitcairn 
Islanders. In 1869 it became known as the Norfolk Island 
Trust Fund. Over the years Norfolk's earnings have been add¬ 
ed to it, and expenses paid out of it. It has declined in some 
years, but has never been exhausted. 

It represents over a century of the public finances of the 
Norfolk Island people, in which they have kept something 
set aside for a future rainy day rather than spending all they 
had or going into debt. 


Something to 
Smile about 


from Suzy 



Isn't this a beautiful time on the Is¬ 
land? The days so warm and sunny 
(just great for the solar heaters) - and 
lovely crisp nights to sleep. We have 
had sufficient rainfall during the late 
winter to encourage all the new spring 
growth in our gardens; so with just a 
little tidying here and there - there 
should be record entries in the garden 
competition for the show this year. We 
are so fortunate too - to have so many 
fresh vegs to choose from for sale in 
the shops at present. 

The weather was not quite so kind for 
the Quota ladies' afternoon tea; which 
was to have been served in the garden 
of "Quintal's Lodge" the home of Zena 
and Casey in New Farm Road. Instead, 
owing to the unsettled conditions of the 
day, Zena delightfully welcomed the 
many visitors, and invited them to 
inspect this eighty-year old house which 
has been loveingly cared for once more. 
So as well as enjoying a delicious after¬ 
noon tea prepared and served by the 
Quota ladies -'one could leisurely walk 
through the many rooms and inspect the 
great variety of oil paintings, mostly of 
island interest - by courtesy of the Pine 


Art Gallery which is a new venture for 
Eddie and Bobby Lloyd and Tim Wood. 

The spinning wheels of Monica Smith 
and Agnes Jensen created great inter¬ 
est too, busily spinning in one of the 
bedrooms. 

Zena also is a keen collector of 
"quotable Quotes", and these were 
everywhere throughout the house - and 
caused much laughter - my favourite 
had to be - "Get really stoned! Drink 
wet cement!" 

Thank you Zena, Casey and the Quota 
ladies for a most enjoyable afternoon. 

Of course it was a financial success. 

Yesterday I had my first swim since 
the winter break, and what a lovely 
surprise to see all the improvements to 
the Emily Bay area. How picturesque 
this will be when all grass grows in the 
fenced-off sections and the tar seal is 
completed. Soon the pontoon will be 
placed back into its position, and an¬ 
other summer will be enjoyed by all 
who choose to relax in this glorious 
setting - and where in the world is 
there a beach so safe and clean for 
toddlers, and would you believe that 
we can swim on Norfolk for eight months 


of the year? 

Rotary ladies were treated to a very 
enjoyable evening at the Garrison Res¬ 
taurant - after a delicious dinner with 
special mention to the all-fresh fruit 
salad and cream;- an audio-visual re¬ 
port of the South Pacific Arts Festival 
was presented by Ned Lenthal. It was 
most Interesting and informative - and 
the appropriate musical backing for 
each scene created just the right atmos¬ 
phere. Children would really enjoy 
seeing the mud men. 

Norfolk's exhibits at the Festival in¬ 
cluded pottery, weaving, batik, pairr¬ 
ing, hat-making and porcelain. 

So nice to see new faces, or should I 
say figures coming to join June Ryves’ 
Yoga group - I would just like to say 
welcome to Carol, Leslie, Anna and 
Shirley, who incidently, is the new 
owner of the Spinning Wheel shop. 

The many friends of Grant and Pat 
Marsh enjoy welcoming them so regu¬ 
larly - the same applies to Bert Nicholls 
who at present is here on the loose (Bert 
is eighty years young)- and daughter 
Gloria who normally travels with Bert - 
paid him the compliment of allowing 
him to have a fling now that he has so 
many girlfriends here. 

We were all very sad to see Robin 
Cavell and her mother Muriel Camp¬ 
bell leave on the Brisbane plane - as 
I’m sure all the shop keepers would have 
been also. 

See you at the show on Monday, 7th. 
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Assembly plans water protection study 


A STUDY of Norfolk’s underground wa¬ 
ter supply has been requested by the 
Legislative Assembly, so see if new 
pollution control measures should be 
taken in the interest of public health. 

Australian construction authorities 
who visited the Island recently have 
proposed a municipal water and sew¬ 
erage system here. 

Rumours about the water and sew¬ 
erage project have been circulat¬ 
ing on Norfolk for several months. 
Several witnesses giving evidence 
to the airport-upgrading hearings 
early in September mentioned the 
project iff general terms. 

A detailed report recommending 
a municipal system has been pre¬ 
pared by Australia’s Department of 
Housing and Construction, but has 
been kept.confidential so far. 

In a statement in the September 
meeting of the Legislative Assem¬ 
bly, Deputy Chief Minister Bill 
Blucher said the report had been re¬ 
ceived in June. He said the scheme 
recommended would have high ca¬ 
pital and running costs, and there¬ 
fore the Assembly was exploring 
"all possible avenues and alterna- 

He mentioned no specific estima¬ 
ted costs for the project, but such 
a system would cost some millions 
of dollars. 

The possible need for such a syst¬ 
em seems to be linked ,o concern 
about "the sick and the vomits", a 
complaint known on die Island for 
a century or more. Fragmentary 
data concerning Norfolk’s medical 
records and possible pollution in 
some water bores have been men¬ 
tioned, but so far the information 
produced publicly seems insufficient 
to establish any proven connection 
between Norfolk’s house-by-house 
system of catching water and the 
Island’s public health. Questions 
that apparently can’t be firmly an¬ 
swered yet include - 

■ How healthy is Norfolk? Some 
data suggest that the Island has an 
unusually high incidence of gastro¬ 
enteritis, but the data have not 
been consistently recorded for very 
long and it is not known whether 
health records in other Pacific Isl¬ 
ands are kept with the same accur¬ 
acy. 

■ How are wogs transmitted? A re¬ 
cent epidemic of some sort of ’flu 
laid hundreds of people low for a 
matter of days, but apparently no 
information was gathered on where 


their drinking water came from. If 
the disease was primarily airborne, 
a municipal water and sewerage sy¬ 
stem would not have prevented it. 

■ Is tourism polluting underground 
water tables? Some data suggest pol¬ 
lution could be increasing, but o- 
ther records show that pollution has 
decreased. 

The Assembly has asked for a care¬ 
ful investigation to get reliable an¬ 
swers to such questions. 

Quotes from Mr. Blucher's state¬ 
ment in the House: 

"Messrs. Goldfinch and Cross of the 
Department of Housing & Construction 
visited Norfolk Island for a week dur¬ 
ing late May and forwarded a report 
of their investigation in June. 

"The substance of this report was 
that in order to completely elimin¬ 
ate any possibility of pollution of un¬ 
derground water it would be highly 
desirable to approach the problem from 
two angles;- 

-Firstly, the report tecommended the 
installation of a sewerage scheme to 
service, initially, the central part of 
the Island (Grassy Road, Burnt Pine, 
Channers Corner, Middlegate and 
Cascade areas) with additional areas 
such as the Stockyard Creek valley 
and Kingston to be added later if need 
arose. 

- Secondly, it was recommended that 
a water supply scheme be installed to 
reticulate good quality water to much 
the same areas of the Island as are 
covered by the sewerage proposal. 

"The author of the report considered 
that it would be feasible to draw good 
quality water from bores to be sunk in 
the upper part of the Broken Bridge 
Creek valley. From there the water 


would be pumped to a large holding 
tank and treatment plant to be located 
near the junction of Mj. Pitt and Mis¬ 
sion Roads, from where it would be re¬ 
ticulated by gravity feed to all of the 
central part of the Island from Femy 
Lane through Burnt Pint to Cascade, 
Middlegate, Cutters Corn and even as 
far as Collins Head, Ball Bay and 
Steeles Point. 

"Again, a scheme of this nature in¬ 
volves high capital and running costs. 

"The Norfolk Island Government has 
given careful consideration to die pro¬ 
blem - which it regards as serious and 
important, but by no means alarming. 
The Government has also considered 
the remedies suggested by the report. 

"An approach has been made to the 
South Pacific Commission to ascertain 
whether other Pacific Islands have ex¬ 
periences similar problems and if so, 
what measures they have taken to 
correct the situation. 

“Ihe Norfolk Island Government intends 
that remedial measures shall be taken, 
but being most conscious of the high 
costs involved, intends that all possible 
avenues and alternatives are fully ex¬ 
plored before any firm commitment is 
undertaken. 

"In order to identify the main causes 
of any possible pollution of underground 
water, the Government has therefore 
asked that a comprehensive ground 
water investigation be conducted on 
the Island, in the expectation that if 
the potential causes of the problem can 
be more precisely identified it should 
be possible to deal effectively with the 
situation by the installation of a more 
modest scheme than that proposed in 
the present report. 

"A further statement will be made 
when the results of those further inves¬ 
tigations are known." 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
■V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 





EDITORIALS 


CONTROLLING THE AIRPORT 

THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE of Australia’s 
Parliament has given Norfolk an exceptional opportunity 
that should be appreciated and acted on. 

For years people here have felt the Island should have 
more say in how the airport is used. That control has been 
in the hands of the Department of Transport, and in matters 
of air safety that is exactly where the control should lie. 

But in sociological matters affecting the community's life, 
Norfolk people understand what is good for the Island better 
than the Department does. 

The situation now is -- 

The Department has decided that in its judgment the 
air service would be safer and more reliable if the airport 
is upgraded to handle medium jets. 

The Commonwealth Government has decided that it 
is willing to provide the $6.2 million or more that will be 
needed for such an upgrading. 

The Public Works Committee has considered the pro¬ 
posal and has said it recommends going ahead — subject to 
effective controls on the airport's use, which it says should 
be negotiated between the Australian and Norfolk govern¬ 
ments. 

The Parliament has formally approved the Public 
Works Committee's report. 

It is now up to the Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly to take the initiative to see that effective controls are 
in fact established. In doing so the Assembly should bear 
in mind three simple facts of life: 

■ "Consultation" is not control. The Public Works 
Committee report speaks of Norfolk Island as being "an 
equal partner" with the Commonwealth in assuring that a 
larger airport does not lead to excessive tourism or convert 
the Island into a way-stop. 

In an equal partnership, neither partner has the up¬ 
per hand or the last word. If all the Assembly can gain is 
the right to be consulted about future changes in air traf¬ 
fic, Norfolk will not have meaningful control. 

■ Local control must be essentially a power to for¬ 
bid, and nothing more. The Assembly cannot realistically 
expect to be able to require an airline, or the Department 
of Transport, or the Commonwealth to do anything against 
their will. But the Assembly can realistically ask for the 
right to veto excessive or damaging use of the airport. If 
an airline wants to fly larger planes here, or make more 
frequent flights, or use the airport as a fuel stop, the As¬ 
sembly's approval should be required. 

■ Time is of the essence in the negotiations. The 
Assembly should aim to have effective controls agreed to 


and in writing before the airport is upgraded. The protec¬ 
tive conditions laid down by the Public Works Committee 
will lose their force once the work has been done, and the 
money has been spent. 

THE ASSEMBLY may be hesitant to press hard for 
genuine controls, for fear of seeming ungrateful or giving 
offense. That would be childish. Norfolk Island's future 
is at stake, and circumstances have given the Assembly 
the opportunity to protect the Island — with the blessings 
of the Public Works Committee and the Fb rliament itself. 
The responsibility for securing that protection is entirely 
in the Assembly's hands. 


PLEASE . MADAME! 

THE NATIONAL TRUST is in many ways an admir¬ 
able organisation. It wants to protect Norfolk. So do we. 

But the Trust has no more right to get possessive about 
Norfolk than a do-gooder matron has to sweep up someone 
else's baby and clasp it to her protective bosom. 

Norfolk used to belong to your family, Madame, but 
that was long ago. It is not something you inherited, any 
more than New Zealand is. 

New Zealand used to be a dependency of New South 
Wales, but that all ended in 1841. Surely you do not feel 
that you are entitled to have precious parts of New Zeal¬ 
and declared to be parts of Australia's National Estate? 

Norfolk was a dependency of New South Wales, and 
then of Tasmania, but that all ended in 1856. Norfolk 
has been a separate and distinct place ever since. It has 
never been re-annexed to Australia. It could be, legally, 
but there will be an almighty howl if anyone proposes it. 

You may love Norfolk, Madame, but it isn't yours. 

If you want the dear place better cared for, you should, do 
what the National Heritage Commission has been doing, 
rather than making snide remarks about the Commission's 
conduct. Come talk with us. Help us to understand better 
the value of what we have. Help us to establish our own, 
sensible, local controls. You might even go so far as to 
encourage and assist the formation of a Norfolk Island Trust 
comparable to yours, through which interested Norfolk 
citizens could more effectively express their concern for 
the future of the Island's heritage. 

But by huffing, puffing and lofty finger-pointing you 
present an unbecoming appearance to Norfolk eyes, and 
lessen the possibility of achieving your entirely praise¬ 
worthy aims here. 
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HETTAE! 


HEALTH FOOD SHOP 


♦ ALL SORTS OF HOMEMADE BREAD 
including Graham's Crunchy Loaf 

♦HEALTH FOOD SALAD 

and SALAD SANDWICHES 

♦ EGGS FRESH VEGETABLES 

♦ CAKES ♦ CHICKENS 

♦ BREADCAKES # MEAT PIES 
♦ISLAND-MADE JELLIES & JAMS 


• SPOT PLANTS 

♦AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT'S GOOD: 




ALL SO GOOD --AND "H ETTA El " 



ISLAND 
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Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map. open & closing times 



Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 

Banana Mudda flljK fRjs 

Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera / l jHg 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie | UjcSA 

Norfork Island pudding IBIfo: 

It would be a shame to go back to jcvc ' 

the Mainland without trying the l\\ 

traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for Ljj 

hundreds of years. v — 1 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restauranf^^ 

New Cascade Road _ 

Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open si* nights a week) 
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I LADIES’ CHRONOGRAPH! 


As the first watch to make full 
digital timepiece capability available in 
a ladies’ watch, the Citizen Quartz 
Ladies’ Chronograph is expected to be 
enormously popular, especially among 
the active, sports conscious younger 
generation. 

Featuring the world s 
first 1/100 second stopwatch in a 
ladies’ model, it provides a complete 


range of digital functions including a 
lap timer with first and second place 
calculation, extra digital time function 
for overseas travel etc. The beautiful 
liquid crystal display is not only 
fashionable and versatile; it is also 
extremely easy to use. For example, 
stopwatch and dual time settings can 
be confirmed at a glance with the 
function set indicator. 


1. TIME Displa y 2. CAL ENDAR Dis play 3. STOPWATCH Display 4. TIME 11 Disp lay 

1?'38| STol |B?3Sl 938 

□Z)?Bl Imasl to 9? I nai 



a full range at 
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CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 

ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 












PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-ahd-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottpn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenirs 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Oueefi Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC office 
in New Cascade Rd.: Monday through 
Friday from 9am-10.30pm; Saturday 
from 10am-tipm; Sunday 10am-12.00 
and again 3pm-6pm. Charge for 3 
minutes Sydney $3.75, Auckland 
$4.68. Atmospheric conditions can 
affect transmission quality. Advance 
time bookings can be made. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9api - 2pm. Charge 5d a word. 
LIQUOR BOND STORE: Monday 
through Friday, 10.30am to 5.30pm. 
Saturday, 10am to 6pm. 

The Liquor Bond store is located in 
Norfolk Village in Burnt Pine. 
DOCTOR; (at N.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.l. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-42, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Frfday TO-l^nd-I^ - 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Mail'd Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: ' 
generally 9am-12.30, and2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
hine) 8.30-5pm Mori. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/Am N, Z, ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6j m 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 

-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are'sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is tbat';you are most.welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying.-* 5 ,/' 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at'a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you iria'y sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room,*overlooking 
the pool ari-d a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes., ' , 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing'to “Free - 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's. Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway”; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent ifltfe' “be it, j. n j o c a 1 a h d import * i} *1? oids-,.-, «11 y , pt e - 

pared, and served by the attractive 1 SouTra rifcific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.n. 
to assure a table, and. arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 




BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us; 


Duncan's Jewellers : "We have Nor- 
folk's widest range of jewellery, at 
remarkably low prices - and we're 
open lunchtimes and Wed. afternoon. 

■ 

"Pete's Place" "Sunbeam electrical 
appliances, at big discounts.'' 


Landy & Co. ; "Citizen Quartz 1A00- 
sec. chronographs as low as S42." 

ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


U. B.c. HOBBY CENTRE ? 

U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) ® 

ca -V O 




additional information on Norfolk 


“THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS' RIGHTS TO NORFOLK ISLAND" - reprints of his¬ 
toric documents of the mid-1800s - $1.25... "GOD'S GENTLEMEN” - the story 
of the Melanesian Mission and St. Barnabas Chapel - $19.95... "SOUTH SEAS 
GUIDE" - including a section on Norfolk - $4. 

AVAILABLE AT THE TRADING POST ... BURNS PH1LP STORES ... TOURIST 
BUREAU ... NEWSAGENCY ... DUNCAN'S JEWELLERS ... BOOKWORM 


International Duty-Free; "The Gen¬ 
eral Electric 1200W hair dryer,, on 
special at $15 - under 1/2 NZ price." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS- 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at tha 

TRADING 

POST 





The Minolta XG-9 raises the world of 
35 mm SLR photography to a new peak 
of excellence. By combining elegance 
with simplicity and perfect results with 
ease of operation, the XG-9 is the perfect 
choice for any photographer whether 
beginner, intermediate, or advanced. 
Provided with both the XG-9's Automatic 
Exposure Control and Manual Exposure 
Control, users have a wide latitude in 
creative approach and dramatic results. 
The XG-9's total-information, bright 
viewfinder helps to visualize— and to 
capture— these creative photos, with ease. 

In addition to the accessories that 
have been specifically designed to mate 
with the XG-9, there is a full system of 
other optional accessories and over 40 
interchangeable lenses available. All-in- 
all, the XG-9 is an exceptional camera: 
you'll feel at home with it from the moment 
you pick it up. The XG-9: it just naturally 
makes you a better photographer 

you can 
depend on it 


it's from 
Camemtirjes 


The XG-9 is an exceptionally simple- 
to-operate automatic exposure SLR. You 
merely pre-select the aperture of your 
choice and the advanced electronic circuitry 
of the XG-9 takes over to deliver a perfect 
exposure every time by automatically 
setting the appropriate shutter speed. 

For portraiture, you merely select the 
XG-9's Auto Exposure Control, focus, and 
compose your subject within the bright 
viewfinder You have the possibility of a 
wide-variety of portraits with the XG-9. 

Changing the f-number in the 
viewfinder by Turning the camera's 
aperture ring will adjust the depth-of- 
field for your portraits; thus you can blur 
either foreground or background, or 
have sharp focus all the way to the 
horizon. Confirming your chosen depth- 
of-field is simple, merely depress the 
depth-of-field preview button and you'll 
see your portrait exactly as it's about to 
be recorded on film. 



AGFA-GEVAERT 
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SUN MON TUE 


•ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE 


October 10th, 1774: This day Captain James Cook discovered Norfolk. 
October 31st, 1856: Norfolk Island became a separate and distinct 
Crown Colony in the British Empire. It had been part of the colony of 
Van Diemen's Land, and previously of New South Wales. Queen Vic¬ 
toria made an Order in Council giving Norfolk its separate status on 
June 24th, 1856; it took effect when proclaimed in N.S.W. in October. 


WED 

1 October 

■Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


6 


■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


7 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


8 

■Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


H 13 

■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


14 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■/;i a (MRT8. 00) 
C'dants Din (G) 


15 

■ Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik 

■ Film (MRTSpm) 


20 

■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


21 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
• C’dant’s Din (G) 


22 

■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


29 

■ Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Assembly (A 2pm) 


a great name in photography 


27 


■ Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) BSm’b’d (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


28 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
"■housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ C’dant’s Din (G) 



CALENDAR 


THUR 

2 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary ( G 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

3 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


10 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds)* 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


SAT 

4 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE' 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time’the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. . . 

N 



LOCATIONS 


16 

■ Housie (LC) 

• Sm’b’d (SP) 

• Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b’d (Cwy) 


18 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


23 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


24 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


25 

•SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 


30 

■housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


31 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


1 

•SDA service 
•Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


AGFA 0 S N NORFOLK 1 are CAMERALINES 


A. -N.'I. Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy -Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners 1-iali 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. 1 .11 
SP -South Pacific h, tel 
StB -St-. Barnabas Ch ;pel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Res 'r’i 
YC -Youth Centre 


i 
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-CAMERALINES- 

MINOLTA HI-MATIC AF 




Here's an amazingly versatile new 
from Minolta in the popular 
Hi-matic series that automatically 
focuses on the subject matter. All you 
have to do, literally, is point-and-shoot: 
everything else is done automatically. 
The Hi-matic AF's automatic systems 
insure absolutely perfect focusing, 
precise exposure settings, and stunning 
photographs, with or without the conve¬ 
nient built-in, pop-up electronic flash. 


Auto Focusing means you don't have to 
worry about distances anymore. Because 
you won't have to make manual focal 
adjustments, you won't miss a crucial 
moment ..a subject-in-motion...a fleeting 
expression. And, best of all, the Minolta 
Hi-matic AF completely eliminates 
human error in selecting distance, 
aperture or shutter speed. Auto Focus. 
Auto Exposure. Auto Flash. The results: 
perfectly-focused and exposed photo¬ 
graphs, day or night. Everytime. 


r 


you can j1 it's from 
dependonit Camercdirjes. 






SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,. and to gain a more Informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the PEOPLE 

There are about 1350 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 550 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
350 Australians and 350 New Zealan¬ 
ders who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to about one half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the yotngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later. Australian author¬ 
ities for gpnerations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, Inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct people,with their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of diem hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and. 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $126, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public Income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected in Australia 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history as well as Norfolk's. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more being put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milk ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 



building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pqlled 
to pieces^with the stoheandcoraT 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time, 

4: A COLONY 

When Norfolk was turned over to the 
Pitcairners as their new homeland in 
1866, England formally separated the 
Island from the Australian colonies 
and made it a distinct Crown Colony 
on its own. The Pitcairners governed 
themselves, their laws being subject 
to veto only by the Queen in Council. 
This era of seif-government ended in 
1896, when England gave the Governor 
of New South Wales the authority to 
make Norfolk's laws without reference 
to the people. In 1914 this authority 
was transferred to die Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

The Island has never been re-annexed 
to Australia. Its governmental status 
today is that of "a territory under the 
authority of Australia". Some Austra¬ 
lian laws apply on Norfolk, just as if 
it were part of Australia. Others do 
not; the Island's public finance and 
basic laws such as those regulating 
immigration and customs are separate 
and distinct from Australia's, 

For more than 80 years until 1979, 
Norfolk had full, colonial government, 
with wide personal powers wielded by 
a series of Administrators sent from 
Australia. The people were, allowed 
to vote only for a local Council, and 
its sole power was to offer advice,: 
often ignored, to the Administrator. 
Periodically die Island chafed under 
this colonial system, and there were 
protests, petitions to the Queen, in¬ 
quiries and Royal Commissions. 

Almost all other islands in the South 
Pacific were ruled in much the same 
way by one or another of the major 
powers, but by the 1950s colonialism 
began coming into bad odour. With 
the exception of France and Chile, 
the Pacific powers began allowing 
their Pacific territories to decide for 
themselves how they wanted to be 
governed. 

Australia had three such territories. 

It granted independence to Nauru, in 
1968 and to Papua New Guinea in 1975.: 
As PNG's independence approached, 
the Whitlam Government in Australia 


declared that Norfolk's method of ad¬ 
ministration was also outmoded, and 
asked a Royal Commission to reccomend 
how the Island should be governed. 

When'the Commissioner made his 
report (the "Nimmo Report") in 1976 
his recommendation was that Norfolk 
should be completely integrated into 
Australia, becoming part of the elec¬ 
torate of Canberra. He recommended 
that no referendum should be held to 
see what the people of Norfolk thought 
of the idea, because he said they were 
too upset to make a calm assessment. 
Among his other views on Norfolk, set 
out in the report, was his opinion that 
if the Island "sank in the Pacific fol¬ 
lowing an earthquake, intending holi¬ 
day makers would soon find an alter¬ 
native. ” 

A group of Pitcairners set out to find 
out what,the people thought. Calling 
at every home on die Island, they in¬ 
vited electors to sign a “Solemn De¬ 
claration" on whether they wished Nor* 
folk to be integrated into Australia, or 
wished it to remain separate and dis¬ 
tinct. More than two- thir ds ofthe 
electors made such declarations - and 
some 93<5fc of them wanted Norfolk's 
separate identity to be preserved. 

These declarations were presented to 
by the head of the elected Council 
to Australia's Minister responsible for 
Norfolk, as evidence of the will of 
the people. He said they w<re‘ to¬ 
tally, utterly and completely value¬ 
less". 

The members of the Council then 
appealed to the United Nations to pro¬ 
tect Norfolk from being integrated 
into Australia without tbt consent of 
the people. A delegation of the Coun¬ 
cil also went to Canberra to voice Nor¬ 
folk's protests as widely as they could. 
The United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia became aware of the controversy, 
studied the situation, and declared 
that Australia's position was in viola¬ 
tion of its U.N. commitme its and 
that Norfolk's residents were entitled 
to self-determination. 

The Australian Government pressed 
on regardless. In March 1978 a new 
Minister. Hon. R.J. Ellicott, made 
an official visit to the Island to assert 
his Government's authotity and repeat¬ 
edly informed the people, "This is 
Australia. You are Australians. *' Feel¬ 
ings ran higher than ever, and for the 
first time in many years there was talk 
of violence on Norfolk. 

Two months later Mr. Ellicott sud¬ 
denly returned to the Island and announ¬ 
ced that Australia had decided not to 
implement the Nimmo Report after 
all. He asserted again that Norfolk 
was "part of Australia" and would re¬ 
main so- but that Norfolk's law did 
t not have to be the same as Australia's, 


and a form of self-government would 
be worked out. 

5: EMERGING 

After tense negotiations lasting near¬ 
ly a year, Australia enacted the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1979, establishing a 
new form of government for the Island. 
The Norfolk Council was not satisfied 
with it because Australia flatly refused 
to acknowledge that the people of the 
Island should be governed b$r consent, 
insisted that any law madfe on Norfolk 
should be cancellable by Australia 
within six months, and appeared to 
claim Norfolk's surrounding ocean zone 
as Australian property. The head of 
the Council said such injustices would 
cause difficulty until they were remov¬ 
ed, but that the Island would never¬ 
theless do all it could to make the 
new arrangement work. 

Since August 1979 Norfolk has had its 
own elected Legislative Assembly, re¬ 
sponsible for initiating laws on virtual¬ 
ly all Island matters. An Australian 
Administrator remains in residence as 
the head of government and the repre¬ 
sentative of Australia, but most day- 
to-day executive decisions in govern¬ 
ing the Island are made by Norfolk 
Ministers elected from within the As¬ 
sembly. The Assembly’s range of 
executive authority includes not only 
"municipal" matters, but finance, 
education, the postal system, customs, 
immigration, broadcasting, telephone 
service, electricity generation and 
tourism as well. 

In the first year of the new arrange¬ 
ment the Australian Government pro¬ 
vided many kinds of advisory and : tech¬ 
nical assistance to the Assembly, but 
intruded little if at all in the daily 
governing of the Island. The role, 
of the resident Australian Administra ¬ 
tor changed greatly. Previously the 
Administrator had been the dominant 
figure on the Island, making scores 
of executive decisions, large and 
small, every day. Today die Admini¬ 
strator acts as a link between the As¬ 
sembly and the Australian Government 
and fills a constitutional role compar¬ 
able in some ways to that of a Gover¬ 
nor-General. The full-time head of 
the Island's administration is now a 
Chief Administrative Officer, appoint¬ 
ed by the Assembly. 

Executive authority over land mat¬ 
ters, law enforcement, the 200-mile 
ocean zone, relations with other Paci¬ 
fic islands and many other facets of 
government is still retained by Aus¬ 
tralia, but a review is to be made by 
mid-1984 to see how and whether the 
Assembly’s authority to govern Norfolk 
should be further extended. 



"'HILLCREST HOTEL ~ 
MARIA HEAPS’ RESTAURANT 



A LOVELY DINING ROOM WITH 
AN EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE 
MENU... COCKTAIL BAR AND 
A GOOD WINE CELLAR... SOFT 
MUSIC FOR DINING, DANCING 


B.E. Christian-Bailey Manager John Andersen chei 






HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


Shoe & saddlery Repairs 

DONE ON THE PREMISES -- 
IN A HURRY IF NECESSARY 


just west of Rawson Hall 


Leather crafts 

BELTS BAGS SANDALS KNIFE POUCHES 


Saddlery - supplies 

SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 
USE AS WALL HANGINGS - Mexican $38, US$18 




© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO j 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 
2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office,. Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOS PITA LAND DENTAL SURGERY 
9 O. T. C.International phone calls, telegrams 

HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 


★ The Trading Post 



ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

tkamng mr 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9i 


SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
c garettfts...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapersi.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies...games...artists' requisites...gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 





CONTROLLING TASTE 

Sir, 

It is obvious that Mr. Gruzman is 
kindly disposed towards us and wishes 
us well, but underneath his gentle 
strictures is the reality that he is, as 
he states, an architect and a town 
planner, with the love of comformity 
to rules and controls on which those 
professions thrive, (ref. his letter to 
the NEWS of Aug/Sept. 1980) 

It must be admitted that much of 
what he has to say about Burnt Pine is 
true. It is tatty and chaotic, and 
there is a danger that it. will get worse. 
Government plans for "beautification" 
notwithstanding; the idea of shopping 
precincts is undoubtedly one of the 
ways in which it could be improved and 
it is to be hoped that any future devel¬ 
opment will take this form - the 'Vil¬ 
lage'* is a start in this direction. 

When it comes to the question of 
where and in what people live, how¬ 
ever, this is a different matter and Mr. 
Gruzman betrays the tidy mind of the 
town planner who would try to enforce 
aesthetic standards aimed at structure 
in the interests o'f someone’s concept 
of'”a fine aesthetic heritage". 

The important question arises: who 
is to lay down the rules of this con¬ 
formity? Architects are individuals 
quite capable of imposing individual 
idiosyncrasies of their own with the 
kind of trendy results bespattering the 
landscapes of any modern city’s sub¬ 
urbs and likely to be just as much hated 
by a future generation of trend-lovers 
as they are admired by some today. 

Taste and aesthetic awareness are 
subject to individual conception. The 
imposition of town planning regulation 
is quite capable of producing disasters 
which later come to be deplored as such. 

The beautiful cluster of Georgian 
buildings at Kingston are a special 
case, the end result of a development 
of architectural principles through a 
long history of trial and error, to be¬ 
come, in my humble opinion, the 
finest architectural style to grace the 
civilized world since the days of the 
classical Greek. 

But those who reside in them today 
will tell you they are not very com¬ 
fortable by modern standards of domes¬ 
tic comfort. 

What Mr. Gruzman confronts us with, 
therefore, is the question of personal 
freedom versus controls by officials 
ordaining arbitrary rules. 

Personally, I would trust the likeli¬ 
hood of individual choice resulting 
in a degree of conformity to aesthetic 


concepts by trial and error, rather 
than that of the restrictions imposed 
by some "authority" working to a set 
of rules capable of producing the kind 
of disaster exemplified by government 
housing estates about which the sociolo¬ 
gists are so concerned today. 

What would Norfolk look like, for in¬ 
stance, if the "authority" decreed that 
the permitted style of domestic architec¬ 
ture was to be "Georgian'”. One shud¬ 
ders to think. 

It would of course have to be "neo- 
Georgian" on grounds of economy and 
availability of material, and how would 
Mr. Gruzman like that? 

Peter Middleton 


READY TO SWAP 

Sir, 

On Monday Night’s "Nation Wide" a 
story (was presented) on Norfolk Island’s 
problem of tourism. It seems there are 
a few people on your island pushing to 
increase your inflow of tourists. 

If you entice more tourists to your 
island, you will be prostituting your 
way of life and the beauty and sanc¬ 
tity of your beautiful island, far the 
sake of money. 

I have read a lot about Norfolk Island 
and 1 can safely say that your way of 
life may be simple, compared to the 
Australian mainland way of life. I 
doubt whether you have any unemploy¬ 
ment and I don’t think any of the Is¬ 
land residents are starving. 

Several weeks ago I wrote to Mr. 

Peter Coleman enquiring the necessary 
arrangements for immigration to your 


island, but was advised that immigra¬ 
tion was not an easy thing. I will go 
on record as saying that my family an J 
I would swap our new house, our two 
cars and our other material possessions 
with anyone on your island for the pri¬ 
vilege of living on your island. Even 
if It meant living in a tent on one of 
your beaches. That’s how much my 
family and I love your island. 

It angers me to think that Norfolk 
Island could possibly turn into another 
bitumen and concrete jungle like the 
Gold and Sunshine Coasts here in Qld., 
or turn out like Hawaii, Jamaica, Fiji, 
etc. At present I am fighting to per¬ 
suade an American multi-millionaire 
not to build what he classes as a tour¬ 
ist resort on Curtis Island in Gladstone. 
His tourist resort is nothing but an urban 
bitumen and concrete jungle and is not 
compatible with the ecology of Curtis 
Island. My fight is a bit one-sided as 
I am not only fighting this millionaire 
but I am fighting die Queensland Gov¬ 
ernment as well. 

The Qld. Government panders to the 
whims of multi-nationals and million¬ 
aires and.neglects the requests and 
needs of the Qld. people. 

Before you make the wrong decision, 
stop and assess your unique way of life 
and be satisfied with what you have 
because once you lose it you cannot 
go back to the original. I know thou¬ 
sands of Australians would give their 
right arms to share your life style. 

So tell die Australian Government 
who are pushing for these extra tour¬ 
ists , also tell the tourist moguls to go 
to "Bloody Hell" and leave Norfolk 
Island to iu tranquility. 

N.W.H. Timms. Gladstone, Qld. 



RESORT & DESIGNER WEAR 
BOUTIQUE 

Imported Clothing & Accessories 
from 

NEW YORK, HONOLULU, MEXICO 
Up driveway opposite Bowling Club 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Nationalise shipping, Gilbert says 
- &gas, & petrol, & maybe E-W 


LOCAL "nationalisation" of ocean 
shipping, LPG and petrol should be 
considered because monopoly control 
in these fields "has to be broken", 
Gilbert Jackson MLA told the Assem¬ 
bly on September 17th 

Mr. Jackson hinted that he thought 
Norfolk should also nationalise East- 
West Airlines' service to the Island, 
but said he would wait to see how the 
upgrading of the airport worked out. 

"I call on the President to call a 
special committee meeting as soon as 
practical for the purpose of inviting 
shippers, bulk gas companies, and 
petrol companies to extend their trade 
to Norfolk Island", he said. 

"Should this government be success¬ 
ful in one or all of these three com - 
panies trading with Norfolk Island, 
then I would recommend the Norfolk 
Island Government takes over the 
agency of running any of these three 
businesses. 

"It was my intention to include East- 
West in this list of monopolies control¬ 
led, but I would wait and see what 
results of the upgrading of the airport, 
because 1 do believe East-West come 
quite in that category of exploitation 



Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
Vz teaspoon pepper 
Vz cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients in the ; 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours, HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves S' : 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNTt 



P L AC E 


IN TAYLORS ROAD 


of the travelling public arid the tourist 
to Norfolk Island." 

Mr. McIntyre responded by saying 
that competition came from free en¬ 
terprise putting its capital where its 
mouth was, and that nationalising 
industries did not greatly appeal to him. 
Mr. Nunn said he felt the Island need¬ 
ed legislation to prevent resale price 
maintenance. 

Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blucher 
raised laughter in the House by saying 
"If other members in this House have 
the same commercial brain that Mr. 
Jackson seems to be putting forward, 
this government will fall on its knee9 
very, very soon." 


REGISTER THE 
WHOLE PLACE, 
SAYS N. TRUST 

AUSTRALIA'S National Trust has ob¬ 
jected to leaving parts of Norfolk Island 
out of the official register of Australia’s 
"National Estate", and is pressing to 
have the entire Island listed. 

The Trust, a volunteer community 
organisation, has no legal power to 
regulate historic sites, but it has been 
highly effective in protecting Australia's 
heritage and its recommendations are 
taken seriously by Commonwealth and 
State authorities. 

The Trus& lobbying was largely respon¬ 
sible for getting the Commonwealth to 
start the Kingston restoration program - 
and to stop Travelodge's proposal to 
build a modem hotel on the Paradise 
Hotel site some years ago. 

In the June issue of the National Trust 
Magazine, published by its NSW branch, 
the cover story is devoted to Norfolk, 
and the question "What's Not Heritage 
on Norfolk Island?" is headlined. 

"The Trust was dismayed," the arti¬ 
cle says, "when it learned recently 
that the Commission" (the National 
Heritage Commissipn - ed.) "considers 
there are only a number of small and 
fragmented areas on the tiny (140 ha) 
island that deserve the protection 
afforded by inclusion in the Common¬ 
wealth's Register of the National Estate. 

, "It was also distressed and disappoint¬ 
ed at this, the first occasion on which 
the Commission has compromised its 
previously commendable objectivity in 
its survey and recording of the National 


! Estate... 

"In the Trust's view, the whole of 
Norfolk Island is part of the National 
Estate. And it is not alone. The Aus¬ 
tralian Conservation, the Nature Con¬ 
servation Council of NSW, the Norfolk 
Island Conservation Society and the 
Norfolk Island Historical Society, like 
the Trust, all recommended inclusion 
of die whole island in the National 
Estate Register when the Commission 
was preparing its assessment last year. 

"The biggest threat to the island's 
historical and aesthetic qualities, a 
very real threat thait is already taking 
toll, is the pressure exerted by tourist 
development and the tourists themselves. 
Without appropriate controls, the 
island's unique attractiveness could 
well be self-destructive. 

"By omitting parts of the island 
from the Register of the National 
Estate, the Commission is suggesting 
that development may proceed in the 
unregistered areas without Common¬ 
wealth concern for the heritage value 
of the island as a whole and the regis¬ 
tered areas in particular. 

"This is a dangerous policy. To date 
the island, generally speaking, has 
received neither a proper appreciation 
of its heritage assets nor a demonstrated 
desire to protect them. " 

The article criticises Norfolk’s poor 
conservation management, the failure 
to regenerate Norfolk pines, the "tawdry 
collection of ill-conceived shops” in 
Burnt Pine, and the proposed airport 
extensions, which it says "pose enor¬ 
mous threats". 

"The Trust is forced to assume that 
the Commission, on this one vital oc¬ 
casion, has responded to political 
pressure... (and) urges the Commission 
to review its present recommendations, 
and nominate the whole island for inclu¬ 
sion in the National Estate Register." 

Officers of the National heritage Com¬ 
mission have stressed on Norfolk that 
inclusion in the register does not pre¬ 
vent a private owner from using or 
changing his property as he wishes, but 
simply prevents Commonwealth De¬ 
partments from making harmful changes 
unless there is no feasible, prudent 
alternative. 

The parts of the Island that have been 
included in Australia’s National Estate 
Register include Kingston and Water¬ 
mill Valley, and the official reserves 
elsewhere on the Island. The Herit; e 
Commission raised no objection to th; 
possibility of having the Island's bistor - 
ic old Court House, in the ground floor 
of the Admin building, converted iru 
additional Admin office space. 


editorial PAGE g 
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A DELICIOUS SEAFOOD SMORGASBORD 

INCLUDING A FEATURE FILM 
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS GIVE NORFOLK A 
TREASURE-CHEST OF KINGSTON FACTS 


A REPORT of some 400 pages on last 
year's archaeological survey of the 
Kingston area has been published by 
the Commonwealth Department of 
Housing and Construction. 

A number of copies have been sent 
to the Island for official use and it 
is expected that a copy will be made 
available in the public library. 

The survey and report are a historic 
achievement in examining and record¬ 
ing the buildings, ruins and other fea¬ 
tures of Kingston and "Arthur's Vale" - 
now Watermill Valley. Nothing com¬ 
parable has been produced until now. 
The benefits that will result for the 
understandings appreciation and pre¬ 
servation of the area will clearly be 
massive, and will flow indefinitely 
into the future. 

The report, in two volumes, in¬ 


cludes - 

► A short survey of building mater¬ 
ials used in die Island's history. 

► Chronological surveys of pre- 

European settlement, the first and 
second convict eras, and the period ' 
from 1856 on. f' 

► A 127-page commentary on indiv¬ 
idual historic features in' the area* 
tanging from the major Kingston build - 
ings to remnants of old walls, wells, 
and structures and the sites of buildings 
long gone. 

► 15 maps of various sections of the 
area. 

► 63 pages of architectural sketches 
and diagrams - not including sketches 
or architectural drawings of the main 
Quality Row buildings which have 
been carefully produced previously 
for other purposes and publications. 


► Photographic reproductions of 17 
historic maps of Kingston, dating from 
1788 through 1856. 

► Photographic reproductions of 156 
drawings, sketches and photographs of 
buildings and scenes dating from 1790 
through 1960, 

► Some 600,35mm proof prints of old 
building plans, diagrams,' and contem¬ 
porary scenes photographed during the 
survey in 1979. 

► 823 footnotes giving the histori¬ 
cal documentary sources for informa¬ 
tion contained in the text. 

► A bibliography of relevant mater¬ 
ial contained in die Mitchell and Dix- 
son Libraries, Norfolk, N.S.W, and 
Tasmanian archives. The British Co¬ 
lonial Office, House of Commons 
and War Office, and printed books 
and reports. 

The report was prepared by Graham 
Wilson and Maytin Davies for Judy Bir¬ 
mingham, who is the Department of 
Housing and Construction's archaeo¬ 
logical consultant on the Kingston area. 
Research was also done in England by 
Rosemary Annable. 

A report on the Kingston/Arthur's 
Vale management plan, published 
earlier this year and reported on in the 
June issue of The News, contained a 
digest of the archaeological report. 

In mentioning specific Kingston fea¬ 
tures the digest presented a commentary 
on each feature's significance, and pro¬ 
posed methods for using and preserving 
it. These commentaries are not inclu¬ 
ded in the new report, but it contains 
more detail and considerable historic 
reference material on many sites. 

The archaeological report is not a 
publication that lends itself to a read- 
through in one or two sittings. All of 
the maps, diagrams, sketches and pho¬ 
tographs are included in volume II, 
and a continual flipping back and forth 
between the two volumes is necessary 
to absorb the information presented. A 
great deal of thought, reflection and 
close observation are also required. The 
report is essentially a reference work 
which will be used at a superb new 
source of information for "practical" 
purposes like building, restoration, pre¬ 
servation, historical research and future 
planning. 

But it will also be used as a first-class 
argument settler and browsing-ground 
for residents and visitors who are really 
interested in Norfolk. Combing through 
the pages and illustrations, one catches 
up an amazing collection of facts that 
just have not been readily available 
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On Saturday nights & Sundays we bring back the 

English Village Pub 

LUNCH f< DINNER 



from $2.50, dishes such as 


Hot Pigley Pie 

Cumberland rough-cut sausages 
the simple Ploughmans lunch 
hearty home made Soup 


ALSO FEATURING THE GARRISON'S FAVOURITE WOOD-FIRED CHARCOAL GRILL 
DISHES, INCLUDING NEW ZEALAND’S BEST BEEF # DOU B LE-S MOK E D LOCAL 
HAM, PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR US # FISH FROM THE ISLAND’S ABUNDANT 
WATERS # DELICIOUS FRESH SALADS WITH HERBS FROM OUR OWN GARDEN 


HOT COBS OF FRESH COUNTRY BREAD • NORFOLK'S PREMIER WINE CELLAR 

'tei 


AT THE GARRISON 





(CONTINUED FROM P. 32) 

before. A few examples: 

► Norfolk had its first genuine theatre . 

in 1794. > 

► Kingston had a piped water supply 
system, using wooden pipes, in 1804. 

► There were lighted lamp posts in 
Quality Row in 1846. 

► In 1841 a plan was well advanced - 
though it never was carried through - 
for building a tram line from Kingston 
to Middlegate. 

► The vertical lapped pine boards 
used to line room interiors - like those 
that have recently been pulled out of 
the Admin building - were put up by 
the Pitcairners. They did not learn how 
to make lime in the lime kilns until 
the late 1800s, and as plastered inter¬ 
ior walls began crumbling, pine panel¬ 
ling was the ^ply practical means of 
repair and redecorating they had. 

► Fireplaces .and ovens in the Quality 
Row buildings, and the drainage lines 
for the New Gaol, were built with 
bricks shipped from Sydney. 

► The shallow trench, making a cir¬ 
cle around the old windmill base out 
on the golf course, was made by a rear 
stabilising wheel that circled around as 
the windmill faced into the wind from 
differing directions. 

► While the "first settlement" build¬ 
ings were ordered to be torn down in 
1814 when the Island was being aban¬ 
doned, their foundations remained, 
and in some cases were incorporated 
into later buildings which still stand. 

The report identifies a number of the 
buildings that were burnt down at the 
time of the Evictions in 1908. This 
terrible event, glossed over in most 
histories of Norfolk, is still remembered 
with deep emotion by a few older Island¬ 
ers. The Pitcairners believed with good 
reason that the Kingston houses had been 
given to them with Queen Victoria's 
authority, and had lived in them for 52 
years. The N.S. W. Governor of die 
day. Sir Harry Rawson, ordered them 
to sign leases admitting that the houses 
belonged to the Crown - or be evicted. 
Many residents refused, and were pull¬ 
ed out of their homes. Some of them 
were so angered that they determined 
that if they could not live in their homes, 
no one could - and a number of build¬ 
ings were torched. The eastern end of 
Quality Row was ablaze. The seven 
or more buildings burnt included - 


the present Golf Club. 

» the eastern half of the ruined duplex 
next to the Paradise. 

► the houses at numbers 4, 5, and 8 
Quality Row. 

* the building now used as the Assem - 
bly's executive offices. 

► the building just behind, now used 
as the Legal Draftsman's offices. 

► perhaps - it is not clear - the old 
BakeHouse, next to the Crank Mill. 

The archaeological report is such a 
magnificent historical landmark for 
Norfolk, presenting such a mass of 
supposedly lost information, that it 
could scarcely be expected to be free 
of shortcomings. There are so,me. 

The quality of printing is rough in 
spots. It is a report, not an elegant 
coffee-table book. More gremlins 
than one might hope for have sprink¬ 
led mis-spellings here and there. 

More importantly, the Pitcairn era 
has been handled with less care than 
it deserves. The text comments that 
clear information about die years 
after 1856 is not readily obtainable. 


but it seems probable that the re¬ 
searchers were simply more fascinated 
by pre-Pitcairner archaeology, which 
is undoubtedly a classier academic 
subject. 

Archaeological study of the other 
convict-era settlements on Norfolk - 
Phillipburg (just up from the Cascade 
landing). Cascade (farther south down 
Cascade Rd.), Orange Vale and Queen- 
borough (near St. Barnabas Chapel), 
and Longridge - has yet to be done. 
Perhaps the Department of Housing 
and Construction's praiseworthy work 
so far will be carried through to in¬ 
clude those settlements, and if so the 
Pitcairn era in Kingston's history 
should receive the competent atten¬ 
tion it needs at the same time. The 
story of how they adapted to the for¬ 
mer penal colony, where they lived, 
and how they left their imprint on 
Norfolk is doubly important because 
it flows directly into the living pre¬ 
sent, rather than being the story of a 
line of convict-era forces that became 
extinct, fortunately, 124 years ago. 


The dreaded erankmill 


AN EXCERPT FROM THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT 


'After construction of the Beach 
Store, facilities were required for 
grain storage. This resulted in the 
erection of an additional commis¬ 
sariat store/granary. Approval for 
such a structure was given by the 
Colonial Secretary in August 1827 
and plans were forwarded to the Is¬ 
land the following December. How¬ 
ever, construction ha already com¬ 
menced at the beginning of that year 
and on the 13th December it was 
noted that the building was occupied. 
The date "1827" over the centre win¬ 
dow in the south wall provided addi¬ 
tional evidence that the work was 
undertaken without the knowledge 
and approval of the Colonial Sec¬ 
retary. 

•Difficulties must have been encount¬ 
ered in digging out the basement due 
to the underlying bedrock, an outcrop 
of which lay at die east end of the 
site. The basement was cut into this 
outcrop and the untouched rock was 


/THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORT INCLUDES GROUND-PLAN SKETCHES OF 
MANY OF KINGSTON'S RUINS. THIS DRAWING SHOWS WHAT REMAINS 
TODAY OF THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE PENTAGONAL "NEW GAOL” IN 
THE PRISONERS' COMPOUND. THE BUILDING WAS OF NO USE TO ThE 
PITCAIRNERS EXCEPT AS A QUARRY FOR STONE AND RUBBLE THAT WERE 
\USED IN OTHER BUILDINGS AND IN SURFACING ROADS. 


left to form the lower sections of the 
east wall and the eastern end of the 
north wall. The area covered by the 
rest of the structure was excavated 
down to level bedrock. The exter¬ 
nal ground level at the time of con¬ 
struction is subject to differing inter¬ 
pretations. The problem is associat¬ 
ed with the buried wall uncovered 
recently to the south-west of the 
structure. If the wall is of Second 
Settlement date then it appears that 
the ground level was at the height of 
qie external plinth on the west wall 
£{ the structure. The stratigraphy 
ci where the buried wall intersects the 
light-well on the west wall indicates 
that the latter was constructed after 
the buried wall was built. From 
evidence obtained from the buried 
wall's construction and orientation 
it appears that a First Settlement 
date is indicated. The sandstone 
blocks used in the wall are bonded 
together with mud-mortar which is 
indicative of a low building techno 
logy, one which would have been 
on the Island only during the first 
half of the First Settlement. As far 
as is known, no buildings or structures 
of Second Settlement date employ 
this material. There was no need, 
as the lime kiln from die earlier 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Oct 1-Nov 3. 198 0 



This food 
becomes a Mender 

Here are two appliances Because the same 

But you’re not paying motor powers both of them ! 

for two. Which saves you money 

not to mention cupboard 
space. 

GENERALlH electric* 

•Trade Mark General Electric Comoanv U.if.A. 




International Duty Free 
■ Sporting Gift Centre 
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AND SEE OUR RANGE 


CROCK POTS FROM $27.95 



KETTLES FROM $20.95 
HAIRDRYERS FROM $15.95 

STEAM IRONS FROM $18.95 


International Duty Free 
— Sporting 8^ Gift Centre 













WlT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 1 
WHERE TO. LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING. ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN.r HU NTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 

to SE%y,tu." 

FOR WOMEN, IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE” -- ‘ v ^- 

LANC6ME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AHD MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



TELEPHONE 2358 


Settlement was put immediately in 
operation when the Island was re¬ 
occupied. ,, 

’A graphic description of the opera¬ 
tion of die mill was made by David 
Burn in 1844: 

"It is worked by a hundred convicts, 
somewhat after the fashion of chain 
pumps in a man-o-war. It sets in mo¬ 
tion the machinery for grinding maize, 

I have read and listened to descriptions 
of the gun decks of line of battleships 
during the heat of action, but such 
pictures are faint to that of the working 
room of Norfolk Island's Crank Mill. 
The labour appears to be dreadfully 
severe and the loss of power excessive, 
and the yells and screams of the unfor¬ 
tunate criminals as they heave at the 
cumbersome engine almost induces a 
belief that the spectator has suddenly 
been wafted to Pandemonium where he 
is listening to the cries and scanning 
the gesture of lost souh.v Some begrim- 
med with dirt and perspiration glare 
at you with tiger like ferodity of as¬ 
pect, some, half naked jumping mad¬ 
ly to impel the unwilling crank, 
show every fibre and muscle strained 
to their severest tension - some dash 
fiercely at their work as if in the 
bodily struggle they found vent to 
the throes of the mind - some toil 
in sullen silence - some in abject 
despondence, but ever and anon a 
shout will rend the air whilst the mill 
whirls under the influence of the rigor¬ 
ous but momentary influence. Oc¬ 
casionally a song will be heard, but 
is not the cheerful warblings with 
which the mariner seeks to lighten 
duty. To my thinking, it sounded 
far liker the orgies of the damned. ” 

'In 1846 Stuart described the oper¬ 
ation as follows: 

"The men work on the ground floor 
of a low, damp and dilapidated build¬ 
ing and a more disorderly, riotous 
and unseemly exhibition than that 
which they offer at their labout, I 
never witmessed. So far from silence 
being preserved the men are engaged 
in one incessant alternation of shout¬ 
ing, whistling, yelling, hooting, 
screeching etc. of the loudest de¬ 
scription, and the use of the most 
offensive and disgusting language! - 
they can see through the windows 
all the passers by, and these especi¬ 
ally officers, (as the Commandant's 
Office is immediately contiguous) 
are greeted either by excessive 
shouting and cheering ad libitum. ” 

'The mill was intended as punish¬ 
ment for men in irons. It was never 
intended to grind the supply of meal 
required for the Settlement. How¬ 
ever, due to the deficiences of the 
Watermill the crankmill was worked 
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to provide the required supply. The 
"Old Hands" worked it all day, and 
three nights a week the "New Hands" 
volunteered their services to keep 
it going. After the erection of the 
Windmill in the early 1840s the 
crankmill only operated when neces¬ 
sary to supplement the supply of meal 
when the water and windmills could 
not operate. 

'Numerous criticisms were levelled 
at the mill because of its inefficiency, 
unsuitability as a mode of punishment 
and its "unscientific” construction. 

Out of fifty men who were assigned 
to the mill. Major Ryan noted that 
only half that number were actively 
employed, "the other portion merely 
going through the form oi work and 
this with such success as to deceive 
the most observant overseer or others 
placed over them". Sabotage was 
also a problem: "... by sudden jerks 
on one particular part, whilst at 
other parts no mechanical effort was 
used, diey would strain the machinery 
and soon render it unserviceable"... 

GUTTED BY FIRE 

’Although the various alterations 
were made to the Crankmill, the 
treadwheel was never -installed and the 
original machinery remained in the 
structure throughout the last years of 
the Second Settlement and into the 
Third. During the latter period the 
building was gutted by fire as evidenc¬ 
ed by a layer of charcoal in the base¬ 
ment deposit over which has been bed¬ 
ded the later reef limestone column 
bases. The crankmill fell into the 
basement where it remained until the 
1950s. 

'A period of abandonment followed 
the fire during which time a layer of 
soil-wash was deposited in die struc¬ 
ture from Flagstaff Hill. It also re¬ 
sulted in the build up of soil against 
the north and west walls of the struc¬ 
ture, as indicated by the 1960s render 
line on the exterior walls. 

'In the early 1900s the building was 
converted to a boat shed and die Phase 
VI alterations were effected. It was 
occupied by the Norfolk Island Whal¬ 
ing Company. 

'The structure was used as a guard 
house during World War II and ceased 
to operate as a boat store from that 
time on. Gradual deterioration and 
ismoval of material occured in the 
year following the war until the pre¬ 
sent ruinous state was reached. 

'Preservation and maintenance work 
was carried out in the 1960s by which 
time the crankmill machinery had 
been removed. It is stored at the 
present time in the Beach Store and 
Guard House.' 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/'always IN STOCK.' A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA. A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN - STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


HENSWEflR 


International 



Handcrafted 
local pottefy 

Fresh from the kiln 


AT THE OLD HOUSE BEIHG RESTORED AT THE 
END OF THE TAR SEAL ON SELWYN PINE ROAD 


I 
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Norfolk 


"I was a printer by trade before we 
moved here", says Norfolk Island 
postal assistant. Max Bobbins a 
lithographic printer." 

”1 never got involved in it here - 
just no opening for me because the 
type of printing I was doing would 
take two or three rooms for the press 
alone." 

'1 worked for Sidney Cooke - liked 
it very much. 1 occasionally miss it." , 

Max and his lovely Pitcaim-descen- 
dant wife, Evelyn, arrived on Norfolk 
in '73. He worked for Borrys, the 
Seiko Shop, and together Max and 
Evelyn started a commercial cleaning 
business. Following that Max spent 
two years as groundskeeper at Gov¬ 
ernment House under former Adminis¬ 
trator D.V, O'Leary. His last job was 
working for the road section for two 
years. Then the postal assistant job 
was made available and Max likes it 
very much. 

"You meet everybody. It's good. " 

Max's main outside interest is pho¬ 
tography and he started getting into 
it when he had some free time. As 
photography plays a big part in photo 
lithography, it was really a part of 
his trade. However, the color side 
of it, which he'd done in Sydney, was 
too expensive to do here. 

He has his own dark room in his 
shed at home and does black & whites 
there. 

"To do color here you don't know 
what you're going to get. It's very 
hard to do. You've got to be geared 
for color - you've got to have temper¬ 
atures right - you've got to have 
strainers - here you turn on the tap 
and out comes all the lumps and bumps - 
you don't know what you're going to get. 

You're supposed to have a dust-free 
environment which is a joke here. So 
black and white is simple. ” 

As I'm sure you all know, every Sun¬ 
day afternoon the Lions' Club House 
is open from 2 - 4 P, M. for locals and 
tourists alike to view old photos of 
life on Norfolk Island. These photos 
are 16 x 20 inches each and there are 
about 170 of them - all showing life 
as it really was in the old days. Max 
has printed them all. 

The oldest photo is one taken in 1867, 
two years after the Pitcairn Islanders 
arrived. It is of a group of Pitcairn 
men taken at Kingston by a photograph¬ 
er, who Max thinks may have beeri an 
American on a passing whaler. "Some¬ 
where", says Max, "there is a record 



of the photographer and the ship." 

It's interesting how this display at 
the Lions’ Club at Kingston got started. 

"Les Brown got me interested in the 
old photographs, " says Max. "He was 
gening a bit disappointed with his col¬ 
lection - and finding it pretty expen¬ 
sive to send away all the time to get 
people to do reproductions for him. 

"I got him interested in my doing 
them for him. Les was happy and I 
was happy. 

"He would give me a small print and 
we would enlarge them up. 



"It was funny how it started off, really. 
I blew up to 10 inch by 8 inch six black 
and white prints of Norfolk Island inter¬ 
est and bought some frames for them 
and put these up over the bar at home. 

"And the first person to come in and 
have a look at diem was Bob Selby. 

I won't forget that day. 

"What did he do but go about three 
inches away from the prints and put 
his glasses on. 

"So, as soon as he left we took them 
all down because they were too small. 

"Fair enough. So, what I decided 
to do was to blow them up to a good 
exhibition size. They are now 16 x 
20 inches. I ordered the paper, put 
them on the wall and they're still 
there. 

"Being a Lions' member for six 
years I thought, by feeding the idea 
by gentle stages, it might be good 
to have the Lions take up displaying 
old prints of 16 x 20 inches, framed 
and glassed, in the Lions' Club House 
for tourists to enjoy. 

"It was agreed at a board meeting 
one night and since I got approval the 
whole thing just took off. 

"1 asked for copy from Islanders. We 


LIVING 


have been flooded with copy from them. 
We're at the stage now where there're 
only 30 more to go. We've finished 170, 
We' 11 do 200 altogether. ” 

"We've spent $1,100 on the project 
and it has returned $3, 000 in 10 months. 
The exhibition is only open 2 hours 
a week on Sunday afternoons from 2- 
4 P.M. 

"The exciting thing now is our newly- 
opened building fund. Every cent 
we've earned from the photo exhibi¬ 
tion plus a few donations we've put 
into the fund. 

"We're very crowded at the Lions' 

Club and we’re looking for a perman¬ 
ent home for the exhibition. 

"The Club House itself is an attrac¬ 
tion, " according to Max and all who 
admire the Kingston buildings. "It 
was the convict surgeon's house and 
dates back to 1826t" 

"And there are almost 1,000 Lions' 
bannerettes hanging about, and the 
tourists love these. 

"We get help from the Tourist 
Board in advertising space and Boo 
Prentice brings a lot of tourists." 

"If we could be open all the time, 
tour operators could have a key. " 

Max's favorite photos are the close- 
ups of cells, the close-up of the two- 
story building and a close-up of the 
jail itself which exposes all the cells. 

"We have all of the negs of all the 
pictures so if there's ever a fire we> 
could reproduce them again, " says 
Max. 

Norfolk is a place where people try 
to put as much back into the commun¬ 
ity as they receive from it. Max Hob- 
bins is certainly doing more than his 
share by keeping alive Norfolk's past 
through his fine photographic recording 
of the richness of the island's history. 

Max and Evelyn have two daughters, 
Maxine and Angela. Both are students 
in Norfolk Island Central School and 
Evelyn thinks the school is doing a mar¬ 
velous job of instilling Norfolk traditions 
in its children. (She herself is a dancer, 
having learned Tahitian dancing from 
her cousin. Mavis Hitch) 

"Maxine came home the other day and 
said, "Mum, we have to learn every¬ 
thing we can about Norfolk Island. Mr. 
Webster is taking us on bus tours of the 
Kingston area and we have to make sure 
that what the guide tells us is right* " 
There wouldn't be much about Kings¬ 
ton that the interesting Hobbins family 
wouldn't know. And they’d have photos 
to prove it. 
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AT LOW 

DISCOUNT PRICES 


SUNBEAM FOOD-PROCESSOR LC1. 

All.thp spee.i.gnd versatility to shred, slice, mix, chop, crush, blend, 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/OFF switch and ‘Pulse Button' 
(or precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade, slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula. 


PART OF THE. 


COLLECTION 


SEnEemn 

frompet^s^place 


SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR6. 

For scrumptious, flavour-sealed sandwiches or jaffles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has a 
3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
legs and a thermostat control with light. 


SUNBEAM BURST-OF-POWER BEATERMiX MIXER ON 
STAND JM8. 

3 mixing speeds with an extra burst of power at the touch of a 
button. Compact mixer in white with stand and two glass mixing 
bowls. 


C 



GIVE ME SUNBEAM ANYTIME 


PETE’S PLACE’ 

for 

SCOUNT PRICES 



Tfje riorjblk j\lterr\ative 


ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES_WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


The traditional Island home with 
the high peak and wide verandahs 
owes a lot to the Australian squatter. 

It has both its advantages and disad¬ 
vantages. The high peak is cool in 
both winter and summer and.unless 
the siting of the windows and veran¬ 
dahs are well thought out, you end 
up with too much sun in the summer 
and not enough in the winter. 

Recent design research concentrates 
on houses becoming an energy saver, 
not an energy user, with particular 
emphasis on solar absorption, reflec¬ 
tion and insulation. The orientation 
of the house, the design of die win¬ 
dows and eaves, and the use of con¬ 
crete floors and stone fill walls all 
act as temperature modifiers. These 
modern designs are a direct outcome 
of the energy crisis, but there is noth¬ 
ing particularly novel about them. 
The wealthy Roman house of 2000 
years ago did pretty much the same 
sort of diing, with much more ele¬ 
gance. Oh, for the virtues of the 
slave state. 

The practical considerations of site. 


cost, family size and life style impose 
compromises upon a would-be de¬ 
signer, and personal tastes dictate the 
total style. In a general sort of way, 
it can be said that a house is well 
designed if it is comfortable to live 
in and looks as if it belongs in its 
setting. The use of natural materials 
helps achieve both those agreeable 
ends. 

Norfolk is well suited to subsistence- 
level self-sufficiency. The capacity 
for this already exists in the resources, 
skills and experiences of the Island's 
people. It remains to bring these 
qualities to full, useful purpose, while 
retaining our individuality. 

In our garden-type agriculture, our 
commonest needs meet. It is in this 
area we can best survive and prosper. 
And we know it is not difficult. We 
are already doing it. It does not need 
more than common-sense application 
of what we already know. 

Gardens should be integrated into 
the site. Trees should be considered 
as a climate-modifying resource. As¬ 
pect should be exploited as a natural 


advantage, enhancing sunlight and 
temperature. Terraced hills should 
be used as water-retention mechanisms. 
And so on, each adding to and comple¬ 
menting the whole. 

The Islanders have always had the 
ability to do these things in a natural 
and graceful way. Many very beauti¬ 
ful gardens on the Island reflect a 
hundred years of family efforts, so 
harmonious with their Island home. 

This series of articles is called the 
Norfolk Alternative. It is not new 
alternatives that I wish, though they 
have their place and we should consi¬ 
der how best we may use diem. It is 
the older alternatives, already intact 
and flourishing here, that I would wish 
us to conserve and preserve. 

The Island and its people are our 
natural resources. It is prudent for us 
to be wise in how they are used - in 
both the commercial and aesthetic sense. 

M 

(Editor's note; with the greatest thanks 
to author Bruce Griffiths, we regret to 
say that this is the last in the "Norfolk 
Alternative" series for now.) 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2 903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURANGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hettoerington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 








MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • W HOLESALERS • RETAILERS 

i 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDON1ENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

I •GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavatots, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES 
POULTRY &. STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate Inquiries. 
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Assembly power shift 

A NEW MINISTER ADDED; PORTFOLIOS RE-ARRANGED; EXECUTIVE MEMBERS GIVEN 
A SHORTER REIN; FULL MEMBERSHIP TAKES CONTROL OF POLICY-FORMING 

Referendum Bill on again 

THE BILL TO ALLOW ELECTORS OR THE ASSEMBLY TO CALL A REFERENDUM ON 
ANY PUBLIC MATTER IS PUT BACK ON THE TABLE FOR DEBATE AND VOTING 


Move to control airport 


NORFOLK NEEDS THE RIGHT TO REGULATE TOURISM, TRANSIT PASSENGERS, 
AIRLINE SCHEDULES AND AIRCRAFT TYPES, ASSEMBLY SAYS - REPORT ASKED 


The Tricky Anti-Norfolk 
Maneuvre at Port Moresby 

NORFOLK VOTED OUT OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE - BUT AUSTRALIA 
PREVENTED THE DELEGATES FROM KNOWING WHAT THEY WERE VOTING ON 

New Building Code 

BUILDING BOARD WILL USE FULL RANGE OF NSW CODES AS "REFERENCE" IN 
DEALING WITH OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY PLANS: HOW IT WILL WORK 

~ PLUS: 

OMMONWEALTH WON’T PAY FOR ITS PENSIONERS' MEDICAL COSTS HERE.. . REPORT 
IN THE FISH TAKEN FROM NORFOLK’S 200-MILE ZONE... MIRACLE OF NATURE ON 
PHILIP ISLAND... EDITORIALS. PAGE 15. .. "SAVE THE TOURIST INDUSTRY FROM 
ITSELF", SAYS CONSERVATION SOCIETY.. . NEWS OF PEOPLE FROM "SUSIE”.. . LONG 
INTERVIEW WITH ADMINISTRATOR W. P. COLEMAN... NORFOLK’S NEW BOUNTY 
FOLK MUSEUM... GOOD RECIPES FROM HELEN PAYNE 






NOTICE TO NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 
-SUBSCRIBER S and advertisers 

A major documentary film about the 
descendants of the "Bounty" mutiny, on 
Pitcairn and Norfolk, is being made by 
Film Australia, with co-sponsorship by 
the New Zealand Government and an 
Australian television network. 

I have accepted an engagement to 
help write the script and to be the film’s 
narrator, and will have to be on Pitcairn 
from mid-December until late January. 
Unfortunately this means that the News 
will have to suspend publication for 
two months, with the next issue being 
mailed out late in February. Subscrip¬ 
tions will of course be extended two 
months. 

I'm sorry about this disruption, but 
Wieve iha film will h , ve tag . u „ to 

v.»afo, Norfolk, and fa„, h,»e rome 
obligation to help it if I ca n. 

Apologies - and best wishes for Christ¬ 
mas and for the new year. 
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COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 

Duncan's ~ 

JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor’s Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard • Diner’s * American Express ‘Visa 



RUBIES 
OPA LS 
PEARLS 
IVORY 
JADE 


SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUA MARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
TOURMALING 


GARNET 
EMERA LDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORA L 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 



ASSEMBLY’S POWER IS SHARED OUT 


THE LEGISLATIVE Assembly decided 
on November 5th to increase the num¬ 
ber of Ministers from two to three; to 
limit all Ministers' executive powers 
to carrying out policies decided by 
the full membership of the Assembly; 
and to begin covering seven major 
areas of government that haven’t been 
assigned to anyone in particular until 
now. 

The executive portfolios have been 
re-arranged to give Chief Minister 
David Buffett responsibility for most 
administrative matters, while Depu¬ 
ty Chief Minister Bill Blucher over¬ 
sees most "community and people" 
matters, and a new Minister for Plan¬ 
ning and Resources, Duncan McIntyre, 
concentrates on tourism and on long¬ 
term plans for the future. Mr. Buffett 
remains the leader of the government. 

The seven major new areas to 
be covered are - 

■ Foreign Affairs and Defence, 
assigned to Mr. Buffett. 

■ Industrial Relations and 
Industrial Safety, assigned to 
Mr. Blucher. 

■ Long-Range Financial 
Planning; Environment Protection; 
Energy and Resources including 
the 200 mile economic zone; 

Sea and Air Transport; and Over¬ 
seas Communications Planning, 
all assigned to Mr. McIntyre. 

Except for long-range financial 
planning, all of the seven new areas 
are matters in which the Assembly 
has not yet been given any exec¬ 
utive authority by Australia. But 
the Assembly has the responsib¬ 
ility for advising Australia on all 
of them, and has the authority to 
introduce legislation on all of 
them - subject to the assent of 
Australia's Governor General. 

All of the 47 matters on which 
the Assembly does have executive 
authority have been parcelled 
out among the three executive mem¬ 
bers. 

The "advisory portfolios" assigned 
to ordinary Assembly members during 
the past 15 months have been dis¬ 
continued. The MLAs found that 
the system gave "assisting Memb¬ 
ers" no real authority, and created 
some confusion among residents 
who were uncertain who was really 
in charge of what. 

Residents will be able to talk 
with any MLA about any govern¬ 
mental matter at all - but if they 
want to go straight to the top, will 
be able to write, ring or go see the 
man with the authority to say yes 


or no; Mr. Buffett, Mr. Blucher 
or Mr. McIntyre, depending on 
the problem. 



HON. D.J. McINTYRE 

In handling their areas of executive 
authority, the three Ministers will 
be limited to taking actions which 
are in line with clearly-established 
policies. These policies wil 1 be 
able to be set only by vote of the 
full Assembly membership, with the 
Ministers having no policy-forming 
authority other than their normal 
one vote each. 

In addition to the public monthly 
meetings of the Assembly, the full 
membership usually meets once or 
twice a month as a "General Comm¬ 
ittee". To recognise the over¬ 
riding authority of the full group, it 
has been re-named the Policy 
Committee. 

If any of the three Ministers gets 
involved in a situation in which 
government policy is not clearly 
laid down, he will be required to 
hold off making any decision until 
the full Assembly has met, in open 
session or as the Policy Committee, 
and voted on what the policy is to 
be. 

The new arrangement makes it clear 
that the most important powers of the 
Assembly are now equally shared by 
all nine members. These powers are - 

■ establishing the government poli¬ 
cies that the Ministers must follow. 

■ introducing proposed laws or reso¬ 
lutions. 

■ debating any subject in the House 
(the Chief Minister and Deputy Chief 
Minister are actually at a disadvan¬ 
tage in this whenever they are presid¬ 
ing, and expected to be impartial). 

■ placing matters on the agenda. 

■ passing, amending, or voting 
down proposed laws or resolutions. 

Non-Executive MLAs will hold 
the Assembly seats on a range of 
Community Boards, including the 
Immigration Review Board, Social 


Welfare Board, 'Building Board, 
Electricity Board and Tourist Board. 
Such Boards exist to sift information, 
increase community involvement, 
and make recommendations to 
the particular Executive Member. 

The Executive Member will not 
sit on such Boards, because he 
would then be in a situation of ad¬ 
vising himself. 

The Executive assignments approv¬ 
ed by the Assembly are now; 

CHIEF MINISTER: Leader of the 
government; public finance other 
than long-range financial planning; 
revenue raising including public 
works and visitors fee: revenue 
services including Post Office, 
philatelic, liquor bond and Customs; 
foreign affairs and defence; courts; 
deceased persons' estates; police 
and law enforcement; immigration; 
municipal and regulatory matters; 
building; all registries; primary 
production; stock, agriculture and 
quarantine; forestry. 

(Formerly in the Chief Min¬ 
ister's authority, but now assigned 
to one of the other two Ministers, are 
commerce; tourism; law reform; 
social welfare; education; youth 
activities^ public utilities includ¬ 
ing electricity and telephones; 
cultural and traditions preservation; 
long-term financial planning.) 

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER; 
Education; health; social welfare; 
works including roads, drainage, 
cemetery and restoration work; 
quarrying; coastline, lighterage; 
industrial relations and safety; 
fire prevention; gases and hydrocar¬ 
bon fuels; telephone and elect¬ 
ricity; culture and traditions; 
museums; radio and TV; library; 
public halls; recreation areas and 
sport; youth activities. 

(Formerly in the Deputy Chief 
Minister's authority, but now 
assigned to one of the other two 
Ministers, are municipal and reg¬ 
ulatory matters; water supply plann¬ 
ing; fishing; primary production; 
stock, agriculture and quarantine; 
forestry; land registry; land planning.) 

MINISTER FOR RESOURCES AND 
PLANNING: Land use planning and 
subdivision; long-range financial 
planning; environment protection; 
energy and resources including the 
200-mile economic zone; fishing; 
tourism; sea. and air transport; 
overseas communications planning; 
law reform; water, sewerage and 
drainage planning; disposal of gar¬ 
bage and cade wastes planning. 
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The car for the’80s. 



Mazda 323. 


The Mazda 323 was conceived and developed to 
meet the stringent demands in a decade of new 
realities. Clearly the car is positioned for the largest 
segment of the motoring public. It offers a new 
dimension in value, with few of the concessions often 
associated with small cars. 

Our design objective was to create a universal car, 
combining engineering sophistication and refinements, 
innovative ideas, outstanding performance and 
economy, reliability and superb comfort. 

The Mazda 323 is the fruit of our technology, 

The Mazda 323's performance can best be 
summarized by Yoshimi Katayama. ‘This car has 
been beautifully developed almost to perfection. 
My satisfaction and hearty approval of this car 
is perhaps equal to, or even greater than my 


crisp and taut, conveying the image of functionalism 
and imparting an air of distinctive individuality that 
is all Mazda 

The Mazda 323 is significant in that it is the first 
volume production front-wheel-drive car from Toyo 
Kogyo. It is the spearhead of a new generation of 
FWD cars. We have expanded on the FWD’s many 
virtues, while eliminating its few shortcomings. The 
Mazda 323 is a brand-new car from the ground up, 
from stem to stern, yet its quality and reliability are 
traditional, like all Mazda products. 

favorite car, the RX7." 

Mr. Katayama, by the way, 
won the class and finished 5th overall in the 
1979 Daytona 24 Hour Endurance Race for 
Sports Cars and GTs in an RX7. 


COMING SOON TO 

FITZPATRICK’S 


SHOULD SOME QUESTIONS BE TABU ? 

Referendum 

THE REFERENDUM Bill 1980 will 
be debated and put to a vote at the 
December 3rd meeting of the Leg¬ 
islative Assembly. 

It was introduced last May, and 
a month later was deferred for 
consideration by a committee 
including all Assembly members. 

At the November meeting Kevin 
Williams moved that the committee 
be recalled, and the bill brought 
into the House for action. His 
proposal was supported by all mem¬ 
bers but Duncan Mcln tyre, who 
thought the issue should lie dormant 
a while longer. 

The bill was introduced shortly 
after the Australian Government 
had prohibited a referendum on 
whether a new Assembly election 
should be held. The banned ref¬ 
erendum had been petitioned for 
by more than a third of the electors, 
but the Commonwealth said electors 
do not have the right to call a ref¬ 
erendum on matters related to the 
Assembly’s constitution. 

If passed into law, the new bill 
would give one-third of the electors - 
or the Assembly - the right to 
require a referendum on any sub- 


Debate Dec 3 

ject at all involving Norfolk’s 
peace, order or good government. 

Past Assembly voting patterns 
indicate that the issue will divide 
the Assembly, and the outcome is 
uncertain. The move to put it into 
committee five months ago was des¬ 
igned to cool down a series of clashes 
in the Assembly’s early life, by 
postponing a collision between two 
factions. 

Supporters of the bill say that Norfo¬ 
lk's small size makes referendums a 
quick, inexpensive and reliable way 
to find out what the majority of 
electors want, and that the people 
ought to have an orderly, formal 
procedure for expressing an opinion 
on any subject they feel strongly 
about. 

Opposition to the bill is based on 
the argument that the electors have 
their s ay once every three years 
when they el®ct Assembly members, 
and that in between elections the 
Assembly should govern, without 
being interfered with. 

The two views are as hard and diff¬ 
erent as flint and steel, and sparks 
may fly when they collide on Decem¬ 
ber 3rd. 


L.A. Asks for Jet Controls 


AIRPORT CONTROLS to protect the 
Island’s environment and economy 
should be in effect before Australia 
starts upgrading the Norfolk run¬ 
ways to medium jet standard, the 
Legislative Assembly decided at its 
November meeting. 

Chief Minister David Buffett was 
asked to talk with Commonwealth 
authorities and let the House know 
in December when they wanted the 
negotiations to start. 

The resolution passed by the Assem¬ 
bly read - 


"1. The Assembly expresses 
its appreciation to - 

- die Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment, for its willingiess to meet 
the costs of upgrading the Norfolk 
Island Airport to medium jet 
standards, and to 

- the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works, for 
its recommendation that this 
expenditure should be conditional 
on the establishment of effective 


controls to preserve Norfolk Is¬ 
land’s environment and economy; 
and to 

- the Members of the Australian 
Parliament, which voted to accept 
die Public Works Committee's 
recommendations, including the 
condition just mentioned; 

"2. In accordance with the 
wording of the Public Works 
Committee's Report, and the 
adoption of that Report by the 
Parliament, this Assembly asks 
that co-operative negotiations be 
commenced as soon as possible 
between the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and the Norfolk Island 
Government, leading to the 
establishment of firm and correct 
procedures under which the Leg¬ 
islative Assembly will be able to 
preserve Norfolk Island's environ¬ 
ment and economy through the 
Assembly's control of the follow¬ 
ing four matters - 

(a) Tourism 

(b) Transit air passengers 

(c) Airline schedules 


(d) Types of aircraft 
”3. The Assembly resolves that 
the Chief Minister should - 

- promptly convey the text of 
this resolution to the Australian 
Government, 

- ascertain from the Australian 
Government its support for this 
resolution and its proposed time¬ 
table for the negotiations that 
are necessary, and 

- report to the House at its 
next meeting on the Australian 
Government's reply, and on the 
Chief Minister’s degree of assurance 
that the controls specified can be 

in effect before the construction 
work of the airport upgrading 
begins." 

C’WTH WON’T 
PAY MEDICAL 

AFTER MORE than a year of neg¬ 
otiations with the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment, the Assembly was inform¬ 
ed last month that the Commonwealth 
is not willing to pay for medical 
care costs of Australian aged 
pensioners living on Norfolk. 

Many of them have been receiv¬ 
ing the medical benefit, at the 
request of Australian authorities, 
but no Commonwealth payments 
to repay die Island’s expense have 
been received since mid-1979. 

The Assembly voted unanimous¬ 
ly to make an immediate exam¬ 
ination of the possibility of setting 
up a Norfolk-subsidised medical 
insurance cover for any resident 
who was unable to get Southern 
Cross membership. 

According to the 1978 Norfolk 
census figures, 127 residents were 
drawing some form of Australian 
pension and social security bene¬ 
fits. The majority of these were on 
repatriation service pensions, 
which do include Commonwealth- 
paid medical care. But many of 
the 22 residents who were drawing 
Australi an age pensions are thought 
to be over the age for becoming 
members of the Southern Cross 
scheme. 

It is understood that those who 
have been receiving free medical 
care will continue to get it temp¬ 
orarily, until the situation has 
been assessed and new arrangements 
made to prevent hardship. 

The Assembly is to receive a 
report and recommendations on 
December 3rd from Deputy Chief 
Minister Bill Blucher, in his cap¬ 
acity as Minister for Health and 
Social Services. 
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BACKGROUND DETAILS ON CANBERRA'S EXTRAORDINARY METHOD OF CORRECTING "AN ERROR" -■ 


Protest at Australia’s Conference Trick 


CONTROVERSY about Norfolk 
Island's right to take part in the 
annual South Pacific Conference 
put Norfolk into the news late in 
October. 

Through a series of behind-scenes 
moves, Australia arranged to have 
the Conference meeting at Port 
Moresby adopt a list of countries 
and territories entitled to attend - 
with Norfolk missing from the list. 
Delegates were unaware that the 
move was aimed at excluding Nor¬ 
folk from the Conference in the 
future. 

Chief Minister David Buffett, 
attending as an "adviser" to the 
Australian delegation, tried to 
speak up about what was being done, 
but the head of the delegation. 
Senator Simm, ordered him to 
keep silent. 

Mr. Buffett later protested about 
Australia's "appalling and unjust" 
treatment of Norfolk, but the vote 
had already been taken, and he 
was limited to circulating a letter 
of objection to the delegates, 
talking to reporters covering the 
Conference, and sending an angry 
cable to Minister R. J. Ellicott. 

At its meeting two weeks later the 
Legislative Assembly voted unanim¬ 
ously to endorse Mr. Buffett's 
actions at Port Moresby, and con¬ 
firmed its wish that the Island should 
retain its Conference seat. The 
resolution asked Australia to ex¬ 
plain the reasons for its action. 


CABLE 

THE MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
CANBERRA. A.C.T. 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

I am at present attending 20th 
South Pacific Conference Port 
Moresby. At Conference Australia 
promoted and moved adoption of 
revised rules of procedure for 
conference. Such revised rules 
provide for additions and deletions 
to the list of participating 
governments and territories. 
Additions were detailed in working 
papers and public statements at 
the conference. 

The deletion was Norfolk Island 
to which I have already lodged with 
you a strong protest. Australia's 
conduct at the conference on this 


Legal aspects of the situation are 
being examined, and it seems 
possible that Australia's under-handed 
attempt to dump Norfolk may have 
had bo real effect. The Island may 
still have full rights to send its own 
representative and alternates to the 
Conference, as it has had since 1974. 

At the heart of the controversy 
about Norfolk's right to a seat at 
the Conference is the basic i ssue of 
the Island's future -- does Australia 
own Norfolk, to govern and use 
any way it likes, or do the people 
of the Island have some right to 
decide how they should be governed 
and how local resources should be 
used? 

The relatively small number of 
residents who want Norfolk to bec¬ 
ome fully Australianised will be 
inclined to brush off any concern 
about the Island's seat at the South 
Pacific Conference, and to attack 
any moves to retain the seat as 
being "anti-Australian". 

Residents who want Norfolk to 
maintain its own identity rather 
than becoming fully Australianised 
will be inclined to support the 
Assembly's vote to retain the Con¬ 
ference seat. 

On the surface, participation in 
the Conference and other South 
Pacific Commission activities 
would mean that Norfolk would 
have access to a range of very 
useful - but not essential - inf¬ 
ormation and contacts. 


matter was extremely unfair in 
that Norfolk Island's deletion was 
without any detailing in accomp¬ 
anying working papers, without 
any public statement that this was 
in fact the effect of a part of the 
revised rules. 

I was refused by the leader of the 
Australian delegation to speak to 
the conference to explain the 
revision's effect upon Norfolk Island. 

Norfolk Island's expression of 
concern at being excluded was 
suppressed. 

1 must protest to you in the strong¬ 
est terms that Norfolk Island has 
been treated in such a manner and 
that it has been forced out of 
South Pacific Conference particip¬ 
ation as provided in previous rules 
of procedure. 

David Buffett 
Chief Minister. 


In health matters, for example, 
Australia has prohibited Norfolk's 
dentist from taking part in South 
Pacific Commission seminars on 
dental care problems in the island: 
and has prevented the Assembly Ire 
asking for the advice and experien 
of Commission experts in the field 
of providing suitable water supply 
and sewerage systems for islands. 
People on Norfolk have occasional 
sought information and suggest¬ 
ions from the Commission's staff, 
and have been given friendly co¬ 
operation, but such contacts have 
always had to be somewhat furtive 
because of Australia's objections. 

The Commission was created in 
1947 by an agreement signed by 
Australia, France, the Netherland' 
(since withdrawn). New Zealand, 
the United Kingdom and the Unite 
States. The agreement gave their 
reason for setting up the Comm¬ 
ission, which was that they desiret 
"to encourage and strengthen 
international co-operation in 
promoting the economic and socia 
welfare and advancement of the 
peoples of the non-self-governing 
territories in the South Pacific 
region administered by them". 

The agreement, signed in Can¬ 
berra and since called "the Can¬ 
berra agreement", specified the 
territorial scope of the Commissior 
as including "all those territories 

(continued on page 10) 

Assembly 
Vote Nov. 5: 

"This Assembly: 

"(a) Regrets the action of the 
Australian Government at the 20th 
South Pacific Conference, concern 
ing the capacity for separate rep¬ 
resentation previously afforded to 
Norfolk Island; 

"(b) Requests the Chief Minister 
to formally ask the Australian 
Government for the reasons for 
its action; 

"(c) Confirms that Norfolk Island 
seeks to retain a seat at the South 
Pacific Conference; 

"(d) Endorses the action taken 
during the 20th South Pacific 
Conference, to make the views of 
the Norfolk Island Government 
known to other participants in 
the Conference." 


TEXT OF CABLE 
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in the Pacific Ocean which are 
administered by the participating 
Governments" which were south 
of the Equator and east of Papua 
New Guinea, and also Guam and 
the U.S. Trust Territory of the 
Pacific. 

Norfolk was included from the 
start, being a non-self-governing 
territory administered by Aust¬ 
ralia, in the Commission's def¬ 
ined area. Maps of the Commission 
region showed Norfolk included, 
and.Norfolk's name is included 
with those of the other SPC territ¬ 
ories on the wall at the Commission 
headquarters in Noumea, The 
three other Pacific territories ad¬ 
ministered by Australia were also 
included - Papua, New Guinea 
and Nauru. 

The Canberra Agreement prov¬ 
ided for the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence to be held from time to 
time. The purpose of the Confer¬ 
ence, the agreement said, was to 
allow "representatives of the local 
inhabitants of the territories with¬ 
in the scope of the Commission" 
to be associated with the Comm¬ 
ission's work. Delegates to the 
Conference were to be appointed 
for "each territory which is within 
the scope of the Commission and 
which is designated for this purpose 
by the Commission." 

Norfolk was never "designated” 
by the Commission as being allowed 
to send its own representatives to 
the Conference, but in 1974 the 
Canberra Agreement provisions 
were changed by a Memorandum of 
Understanding formally signed on 
behalf of all the participating 
Governments at Rarotonga, Cook 
Islands. The Memorandum of 
Understanding said that, among 
other things, in the future "Each 
Government and each Territorial 
Administration will have the 
right to send to the Conference a 
Representative and alternates each 
of whom will have the right to 
speak." 

That meant Norfolk no longer had 
to be "designated". \ letter from 
the Commission, tabled as evidence 
to the Nimmo Royal Commission 
said "Norfolk Island has been 
entitled to direct representation at 
the South Pacific Commission 
since the Signing in Rarotonga, 

Cook Islands, on 2 October 1974 
of a Memorandum of Understand¬ 
ing..." 

The Rules of Procedure for the 
South Pacific Conference were, 
according to the Canberra Agree¬ 
ment, to be laid down by the 


Commission. The Rarotonga 
Memorandum of Understanding 
changed this in 1974 saying that 
"Rules of procedure consistent with 
the provisions of this Memorandum 
will be adopted by the Conference. " 

Last month's attempt by Aust¬ 
ralia to take away Norfolk's seat 
was centred on Rules of Proced¬ 
ure. The Rules adopted by the 
Conference listed the countries and 
territories entitled to attend, and 
Norfolk's name was not in the list. 

Did that end Norfolk's right to a seat? 
Obviously not, because Norfolk’s 
right came from the Rarotonga Mem¬ 
orandum of Understanding in 1974, 
and the Conference has no power to 
make Rules of Procedure that are 
inconsistent with that Memorandum. 

It seems possible that Australia 
arranged for the change in the Rules 
of Procedure simply to bring them 
into line with some other change 
which Australia claimed had occurred- 
some other "fact" that meant Nor¬ 
folk was not entitled to a seat. 

Mr. Colin MacDonald, Austral¬ 
ia's Representative on the South 
Pacific Commission and the Foreign 
Affairs Department's principal 
officer on South Pacific matters, 
gave some possible clues when he 
addressed the Legislative Assembly 
on Norfolk last March. 

He said Norfolk had been included 
in the South Pacific Commission's 
area "by mistake", and that Nor¬ 
folk wasn't in the area at all. He 
did not say what "the mistake" 
had been. Mistake or not, the 
Canberra Agreement includes all 
territories "south of the Equator 
and east of Papua New Guinea", and 
that's what Australia agreed to in 
its solemn covenant with five other 
sovereign nations in 1947. 

Mr. McDonald, asked why Norfolk 
is shown as being included in maps 
of the Commission's area, gave a 
remarkable answer. “It's a good 
question, and it puts me on my 
back foot," he said. "The answer is, 
we don't really know. Someone 
just suddenly produced the map with 
that panhandle on it..." 

His associate at the meeting, Mr 
Hugh Wyndham of the Department, 
corrected Mr. McDonald. "Norfolk 
Island has always been within the 
area of the South Pacific Commission, 
from 1947," he said. 

"But being within the area is not 
sufficient to justify a seat, a separate 
seat, at the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence, " Mr. Wyndham went on. 

"That's governed by a separate 
article of the Canberra Agreement 
which relates to participation in the 
Conference, which Mr. McDonald 


quoted, but which basically says 
that participation in the Conference 
will be those countries that are 
parties to the Canberra Agreement, 
plus territories within the area that 
are designated for that purpose by 
the Commission.. That was done 
at an early date in the life of the 
Commission, and it hasn't essent¬ 
ially been revised since." 

Mr. Wyndham apparently had for¬ 
gotten that the Rarotonga Memoran- 
dun of Understanding in 1974 in fact 
had essentially revised the rules of 
participation, giving Norfolk a seat. 

Mr. McDonald said that ".. the 
last time the Conference adopted 
rules of procedure, it provided 
for Norfolk Island to be listed as 
a territory which could partic¬ 
ipate. 

"To be quite honest, that was 
an error. But we haven't sought 
to change it 

"The rules of procedure can be 
changed, just by a vote of Con¬ 
ference, " he said. 

Mr. MacDonald had apparently 
forgotten that the Rarotonga Memo¬ 
randum, which gave Norfolk a seat, 
cannot be modified by "just a vote 
of Conference". 

If Norfolk is in the Commission’s 
area, and is a territory administered 
by Australia, how could it not 
be entitled to a Conference seat? 
Only one possibility seems left. 
Norfolk would not be entitled to 
a seat if it were no longer a non¬ 
self-governing territory. 

Mr. McDonald, to the Assembly 
March 18th, 1980: "We regard 
you as virtually self-governing 
now." 

Unfortunately that view is undone 
by the first substantial words of 
the Norfolk Island Act 1979, which 
say, "There shall be an Administra¬ 
tor of the Territory, who shall ad¬ 
minister the government of the Ter¬ 
ritory as a Territory under the auth¬ 
ority of the Commonwealth. " The 
Act does nothing to invalidate the 
straightforward analysis of Norfolk's 
situation made by Minister R.J. Elli- 
cott in March, 1979 - "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

All the free world agrees that 
non-self-governing territories 
should progress toward genuine 
self-government. 

Whether Norfolk will progress 
in that direction rem ains to be 
seen - and that is the crunch 
question at the heart of the 
controversy about the Island's 
right to a seat at the South Pac¬ 
ific Conference. 


1 0 
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SWORDFISH 


543 TONNES A YEAR OF MARLIN, 
TUNA, SWORDFISH, SAILFISH 


AN ESTIMATE of the amount of 
tuna and five billfish caught over 
a five-year period inside the 200 
mile economic zone of Norfolk 
Island has been calculated by the 
South Pacific Commission and it 
points to a yearly catch worth hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dollars by 
Japan and Taiwan alone. 

In talks with Commonwealth of 
Australia officials about fishing in 
the Norfolk zone, the Island has 
assumed that no records of deep- 
sea catches were available. 

But a 1978 South Pacific Comm¬ 
ission report, just obtained on the 
Island, gives a highly detailed set 
of estimates covering the years 
1972-1976. The report includes 
the results of a computer analysis of 
information obtained from Japan, 
Taiwan, and (for one year only) 
Korea. 

Because the analysis was based on 
sample fishing trips and on an 
assumption that the fish were caught 
in an evenly-distributed pattern, 
the estimates "represent only rough 
approximations" - but they are 
made to the nearest kilogram for 
each of 11 kinds of tuna and billed 
fish. 

The right to benefits from the 
Norfolk zone is claimed by Aust¬ 
ralia, although the Island was severed 
from the Australian colonies in 
1856, and Australia was given 
only caretaker authority over the 
Island in 1914. The Norfolk 
Island Council declared in 1978 
that the 200-mile zone was an 
integral part of Norfolk, before 
Australia asserted that it was part 
of the Australian fishing zone. 

A submission by the Legislative 
Assembly to a Senate inquiry this 
year stated that benefits from the 
zone should be Norfolk's, not 
Australia's. 

Japan is licensed by Australia to 
fish in the Norfolk waters, and 
Australia pockets the fees paid by 
Japan. 

Vague reassurances by Minister 
R.J. Ellicott that there was no 
hard-and-fast reason Norfolk should 
not have at least a share of the net 
benefits were denied by the Dep¬ 
artment of Primary Industry, were 
mentioned again by Mr. Ellicott 
and have so far come to nothing. 

Dr. Colin Grant, a marine biologist 
from the Department of Primary Ind¬ 
ustry who visited Norfolk in Novem¬ 


ber, said any fees that might be char¬ 
ged for fishing Norfolk waters would 
be far exceeded by very heavy costs 
of surveillance and administration. 

Data from the South Pacific 
Commission report; 

NORTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA 
1972: Japan 169kg 
1973: Japan 232kg 
1974: Japan 201kg 
1975: Taiwan 970kg 
1976: Japan 2, 017kg 
SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA 
1972: Japan 451kg 
1973: Japan 156kg 
1974: Japan 256kg 
1975: Japan 35kg, Taiwan 116kg 
1976: Japan 286kg, Taiwan 23, 394kg 
YELLOWFIN TUNA 
1972: Japan 11,743kg. Twn28331 kg 
1973: Japan 20,315kg, Twn 6,712kg 
1974: Japan 78, 911kg.Twnl4, 083kg 
1975: Japan 19,895kg, Twnll, 398kg, 
Korea 9,281kg 

1976: Japan 22, 528kg,Twn 11.890kg 
ALBA CORE 

1972; Japan32, 687kg,Twn280,010kg 
1973: Japan43,272kg,Twn 482,462kg 
1974: Japan 20.062kg.Twn 127,032kg 
1975: Japan 6,175kg.Twn 174,730kg, 
Korea 5, 375kg 

1976; Japan 30,805kg,Twn430,858kg 
BIGEYE TUNA 

1972: Japan 24,290kg, Twn24,850kg 
1973: Japan 127,411kg,Twn 39,891kg 
1974: Japan 69,758kg,Twn21,061kg 
1975: Japan 14,136kg,Twn 10,001kg, 
Korea 1,659kg 

1976: Japan 49.285kg.Twn 39,217kg 

SKIPJACK TUNA 

1972: Japan 6kg 

1973: Japan 705kg 

1974: Japan 227kg 

1975: Japan 7kg, Korea 23kg 

1976; Japan 120kg,Twn 3,643kg 


1972: Japan 6,564kg,Twn 4, 463kg 
1973: Japan 23,354kg,Twn 4,203kg 
1974: Japan 24,296kg,Twn 1.062kg 
1975: Japan 12,360kg, Twn3,804kg. 
Korea 563kg 

1976: Japan 18,149kg, Twn 6,81 dkg 
BLUE MARUN 

1972:Japan 847kg, Twn 3,909kg 
1973: Japan 3,144kg, Twnl3,o81kg 
1974: Japan 3,711kg, Twn 1,258kg 
1975: Japan 1,865kg, Twn2,524kg, 
Korea 503kg 

1976: Japan 9,830kg, Twn 178kg 
STRIPED MARLIN 

1972: Japan 30,204kg. Twn 19,323kg 
1973: Japan 35.789kg, Twn 7,163kg 
1974: Japan 51,134kg. Twn 1,834kg 
1975: Japan 25.188kg, Twn5,949kg, 
Korea 389kg 

1976: Japan 33,150kg. Twn 14,841 kg 
BLACK MARLIN 

1972: Japan 277k^ Twn2,259kg 
1973: Japan 2,792kg 
1974: Japan 1,558kg, Twn 683kg 
1975: Japan 1,295kg, Twnl, 199kg, 
Korea 1,669kg 

1976: Japan 532kg, Twn 60kg 
SAILFISH 

1972: Japan 404kg, Taiwan 80kg 
1973: Japan 758kg 
1974: Japan 2,266kg 
1975: Japan 845kg, Taiwan 211kg, 
Korea 119kg 

1976: Japan 337kg, Taiwan 2,2 00kg, 
TOTAL TUNA & BILLFISH CATCH 
1972: Japan 107,662kg 
Taiwan 363,238kg 
1973: Japan 257.952 kg 
Taiwan 554,119kg 
1974: Japan 252,404kg 
Taiwan 167,026kg 
1975: Japan 81,818kg 
Taiwan 210,921kg 
Korea 19,584kg 
1976: Japan 167,0o6kg 
Taiwan 533,114kg 
FIVE-YEAR total tuna and i billfish 
catch by Japan, Taiwan and Korea 
in 200 mile economic zone of Nor¬ 
folk Island: 2,714,904kg. 

AVERAGE total per year; 542,981kg. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be die sort of Australians and 
Y New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
die more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

IHOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian' 
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we proudly present 

THE GARRISON WEEK 




TUESDAY 


FROM 7.30 - THE FAMOUS "COMMANDANT'S DINNER" 
WITH A HISTORIC MENU, AND ISLANDER GUITARIST 
DON REYNOLDS SINGING NORFOLK SONGS AND CHANTEYS 


THURSDAY 


THE ROTARY CLUB OF NORFOLK ISLAND MEETS HERE 
AT 6.00. VISITING ROTAR1ANS ARE WELCOME AND 
SHOULD BOOK DIRECT BY RINGING 2073 


FRIDAY 


DRINKS AT THE BAR, AND THE GARRISON'S EXTENSIVE 
A LA CARTE MENU. WHICH ORIGINALLY MADE THE REST¬ 
AURANT FAMOUS IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 


SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 


[ SATURDAY AND SUNDAY EVENINGS, AND SUNDAY 
LUNCH, WE FEATURE A BLACKBOARD MENU WITH 
' TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB DISHES, PRIME IMPORTED 
I STEAKS, AND DELICIOUS LOCAL FISH 


ALWAYS WONDERFUL FRESH GREEN SALADS 
WITH HERBS FROM OUR OWN GARDEN... 

HOT. FRESH, CRUSTY COUNTRY BREAD... 

AND NORFOLK'S PREMIER WINE CELLAR 

AT THE GARRISON 


FULLY LICENSED 


RING 20 73 TO RESERVE A TABLE 





THE NORFOLK BUILDING BOARD IS ADOPTING NEW SOUTH WALES BUILDING CODES AS A "REFERENCE STANDARD" 
FOR BUILDERS TO FOLLOW IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. THIS ARTICLE TELLS HOW THE BOARD WORKS, AND EX¬ 
PLAINS hOW THE CODES WILL BE USED. THE AIM IS BETTER PUBLIC PROTECTION, WITH THE LEAST REGULATION. 


BUILDING CODE PLAN - HOW & WHY 


A BUILDING PERMIT is needed 
if you want to build or make 
alterations to any commercial 
building on Norfolk. A private 
home, on private property, can 
be built without a permit so 
long as the property has not 
already been built on. 

When an application is received 
by the Administration it is examined 
to see it is clear and complete. If 
it is, a notice is included in the 
Government Gazette saying that 
it has been received, and describing 
the proposed building and its loc¬ 
ation. For ten days after the date 
of the Gazette, anyone who has any 
objection to the proposal can write 
to the Secretary of the Building 
Board. Any objections are cons¬ 
idered, and replied to. 

Objections are handled in several 
ways. If a neighbour is worried 
about some aspect of the proposed 
building, it is possible that the 
owner may be willing to modify 
his plans in a way that eliminates 
the worry. If an objection is 
raised on purely personal grounds, 
that is not enough to prevent an 
owner from using his own property 
as he likes. If an objection raises 
some legal reason why the building 
should not be built, that reason 
can cause the application to be 
rejected. 

Objections are sometimes raised 
because a proposed building is bel¬ 
ieved to be "against the public 
interest". In such a case (or if the 
Building Board has its own doubts 
about whether a proposal is in the 
public interest) the application is 
referred to the Assembly Minister 
who is the Executive Member in 
charge of building matters. 

The Building Board does not dec¬ 
ide what is, or is not, in the pub¬ 
lic interest. It leaves that thorny 
question to the Assembly. But the 
Board will recommend that an 
application be rejected if it con¬ 
flicts with an established Assembly 
policy concerning the public int¬ 
erest. 

During the past year the Assembly 
has laid down two such policies: 
that it is contrary to the public 
interest to authorise building two 
or more residences on a single prop¬ 
erty, or to build any building of 
more than two stories or more than 


30 feet in height. 

If there are no public objections 
to an application (and usually there 
aren’t any) the Building Board exam¬ 
ines it carefully and discusses it. 
Often the drawing? are sketchy, and 
sometimes the Board gets in touch 
with the owner to clarify something 
that is not clear. Sometimes it is 
necessary for the Board to go look 
at the proposed site, and see for 
itself what the situation is. 

The Board’s examination is aimed 
at seeing that the building or the 
alterations will be constructed 
safely and soundly. In Australia 
or New Zealand, the standards for 
safe and sound construction are laid 
down in building codes which have 
to be followed. The codes cover 
everything from window glass to 
concrete foundations, in exact detail 
A full set of all the codes can be 
a stack of printed material a foot 
or two high, costing hundreds of 
dollars. 

Building codes have great advant¬ 
ages and are a protection for the 
public - but they also have disad¬ 
vantages, and are an expense and 
a nuisance for the public. Enforc¬ 
ing them requires highly-trained 
building inspectors, highly-trained 
builders, architects and engineers 
and lawyers and courts. The public 
pays the costs of all this apparatus, 
in the form of taxes, higher build¬ 
ing costs, and delays. 

Norfolk has no building code 
which builders are required to 
follow. Instead the Island relies on 
the Building Board to recommend 
whether a proposed plan is safe and 
sound. The Board, in turn, relies 
on builders to do a workmanlike 
job, and on the owner to keep an 
eye on what the builder is doing. 

TJie Board also relies on the exper¬ 
ience, common sense and watch¬ 
fulness of its five members and the 
Building Inspector, who sits in on 
all meetings. 

On most Norfolk buildings this 
system works very well. But in 
some cases it is not good enough. 

The Board m ay recommend that 
two shops, side-by-side, should 
have a wall between them that 
will resist fire for a set time, so 
that if one shop has a fire, the one 
next door won’t immediately 
catch fire too. The builder may 


not be certain what kind of wall 
will resist fire for a set time, and 
may say to the Board, "Tell me 
how you want the wall built, and I'll 
build it that way." 

But the Board is not in the bus¬ 
iness of designing buildings, and 
is not authorised to take any res¬ 
ponsibility for a building's being 
correctly designed. 

Such a problem could be solved 
by having Norfolk adopt all the 
building codes of, say. New South 
Wales. That would specify exactly 
what sort of wall the builder had 
to put up ; but it would also lead 
to all of the complications and 
costs of the mainland building 
industries, and it would require 
professional engineers, architects, 
builders, inspectors and so forth, 
who simply don't exist, in adequate 
numbers, on Norfolk. 

After wrestling with this dilemma 
for the past year or more, the Bui¬ 
lding Board now plans to try a com- 
prom ue system on Norfolk. The 
idea is to use the New South Wales* 
building codes as a standard avail¬ 
able reference - but not as comp¬ 
ulsory law for all building. Most 
building applications will be hand¬ 
led just as they have been in the 
past. But if the Board believes 
some aspect of a proposed building 
requires a particularly high stand¬ 
ard of construction, it will recom¬ 
mend that a particular code be 
required to be followed on that 
part of the job. 

Copies of all the codes will be 
available for Island builders to 
consult as necessary. If an applic¬ 
ation is approved, "subject to 
wall ’A’ being built in accordance 
with Code 234(d)”, the bui lder will 
be able to study that code and see 
exactly what is required of him. 

The building inspector will also be 
able to check the work to make 
sure it follows the code require¬ 
ments. 

The aim of the new system is to 
keep building on Norfolk as simple 
and unregulated as possible, but 
to provide clear guidance for high 
standards in the occasional cases 
where the Board believes that the 
traditional, easy-going Norfolk 
way of doing things may not provide 
quite enough protection for the 
public. 
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TELERADIO 


Marine 

Transceiver 

6 channel 5 watt 


For fixed base station and mobile use this 6 channel 5 watt input unit fea¬ 
tures the latest in modern circuit design for 27 MHz marine transceivers. 

This new transceiver has a'back lighted* dial for channel selection particularly 
important for night use. It incorporates an easy to read edge mounted meter 
to measure received signal strength and power transmitted into the antenna. 


P&T D APPROVED TO RB 242 REF. RB6.1.16 



Clarion 


Auto Stop Cassette Stereo Player 
with Locking F.F. 


* Auto stop mechanism that stops 
the motor automatically at tape 
end 

The PU840 features a mechanism 
that stops the motor automatically 
when the tape comes to the end in 
the fast forward and playback 
modes. 

* Slide balance control 

This control is slid into position, 
allowing you to tell at a glance the 
state of the sound field inside the 
vehicle. 


Playback Indicator Balance Control Volume 



F.F./EJECT Button Tape Slot Door Tone Control 


Auto Stop Cassette Stereo Player with locking fast forward, slide balance control, variable tone 
control, and playback indicator lamp 


‘PETE’S PLACE’ 

for 

"OUjVT prices 


TRAVELLERS CHEQUES welcome AMERICAN EXPRESS & VISA accepted 





EDITORIALS 


What was 1 the mistake’? 

NORFOLK ISLAND'S RIGHT to take part in the use¬ 
ful activities of the South Pacific Commission - including 
the annual South Pacific Conference - has been blocked 
once again by Australia- 

Last March officials of Australia's Foreign Affairs De¬ 
partment told the Legislative Assembly that Norfolk had 
been included in the South Pacific Commission's scope 33 
years ago "by mistake”. Last month at the Conference in 
Port Moresby they engineered a "correction" of "the mistake". 

If there had been a genuine mistake * a clerical error, 
a fact accidentally overlooked - it could have been set right 
without any fuss, and certainly without any deviousness. 
Australia could simply have circulated a paper to the dele¬ 
gates from other Pacific countries saying that a mistake had 
been discovered, describing what the mistake had been, and 
correcting it. If Norfolk Island's Chief Minister had wished 
to speak to the Conference about it, Australia could have 
said*"By all means. Go right ahead." 

Australia circulated no paper, made no comment, 
and worked behind the scenes in its maneuvre to try to re¬ 
move Norfolk from the Commission’s group of non-self- 
governing territories. Delegates at the Conference had no 
inkling that Australia was moving to exclude Norfolk: they 
did not realise that was what the vote was about. It would 
scarcely have occurred to them that Australia might be set¬ 
ting them up to vote for something with a hidden barb in it. 

When Norfolk's Chief Minister asked to speak to the 
Conference before the delegates voted, he was ordered by 
the head of the Australian delegation to keep silent. 

That is not the way an honest country would normally 
go about correcting an honest mistake. 

On November 5th, in a restrained and courteous reso¬ 
lution, the Assembly asked Australia if it would provide the 
reasons for its actions. 

A prompt, straightforward reply will be terribly im¬ 
portant to Australia's reputation for decency and fairness. 


Gradually a bit clearer 

THE REALITIES of Norfolk's present form of govern¬ 
ment are gradually becoming a bit clearer than they were 
when the Australian Parliament enacted the new Norfolk 
Island Act last year. 

In "municipal’ matters - road maintenance, liquor 
licensing, rubbish disposal and so on - Norfolk has been giv¬ 
en quite full control. It has also been given the right to use 
whatever revenues it can raise to pay for these things. 

The only elected representatives of the people who 
live here, the members of the Legislative Assembly, have 
been able to organise their meetings and procedures to suit 
Norfolk. They began with a ridiculous array of standing 
orders and protocol, bestowed by Australia with pomp and 
pretence straight out of Gilbert and Sullivan; but they have 


gradually worked their way back down toward earth. In 
November they carried this improvement a step further by 
agreeing that all important policy matters must be talked out 
out by the full membership, rather than being invented by 
local Ministers. That makes a lot of common sense, on 
Norfolk. 

In some extremely important areas of the Island's go¬ 
vernment, the Norfolk Island Act is turning out to be no dif¬ 
ferent from other forms of colonial rule that have been im¬ 
posed on Norfolk since 1896. The regulation of immigrat¬ 
ion to the Island is one example. Selective immigration 
has been recognised as essential, and was strongly supported 
in a referendum in 1968. It has been wretchedly managed 
by the Commonwealth for the past five or six years. The 
new Assembly took the matter in hand and hammered out a 
proposed law to correct the situation, demonstrating how 
self-government can achieve results that absentee admini¬ 
stration can’t. The Assembly passed the bill last August, 
and it went to Canberra for the Governor-General’s assent. 

And there it became bogged. It seems that the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act doesn’t require to Governor-General to do 
anything with a Norfolk bill that has been passed here. 

Acting with the advice of the Australian government, he 
can assent, or propose amendments, or withhold assent; or 
- and here's the rub - if the government gives him no ad¬ 
vice, he may do nothing, ever. Thus legislation painstak¬ 
ingly worked out on Norfolk and fully approved here can 
just disappear into a black hole. Convenient, perhaps, for 
Canberra. Rotten government, for Norfolk. 

Australia's most revealing use of the "black hole" has 
been its refusal to restore the Island's traditional voting sys¬ 
tem. A referendum on the question last year demanded this 
restoration. The Assembly then unanimously passed a bill 
to restore it. That was six months and 13 days ago. The 
Governor-General may do nothing about it, ever. One man, 
Hon. R. J. Ellicott, the Australian Minister responsible for 
Norfolk affairs, doesn't like the bill, and his will prevails 
over that of the majority of the people here, and all of their 
elected representatives. "A form of self-government"? If 
so, one with a strangely bitter taste. 

A new message from Philip 

IT IS A WONDERFUL DISCOVERY that Philip Isl¬ 
and is still alive with seeds from the forgotten past, and can 
re-green itself if plants are simply allowed to grow. 

Philip has long been considered a stark, dramatic 
monument to man's shortsightedness. Visitors over the years 
have seen it as a silent warning: disrupt the balance of nat¬ 
ure, and part of earth dies. 

Philip has taken a heavy beating. Eaten almost bare 
by rabbits, it has lost more than a man's height in topsoil, 
which has washed away and stained the sea red after every 
heavy rainfall for a century. 

But the island lives. Get rid of the few rabbits that 
remain, and it will heal itself. 

The power of nature to endure, to suffer for a long 
lifetime and then to flower once more, changes Philip in 
our eyes. It is no longer a bleak warning, but a lifting mes¬ 
sage of solace and hope. 
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SUNBEAM COMBINATION" GRILL GR9 

The all new, all at once, twice as fast, space saving, 

fat free, easy clean. Sunbeam Combination Grill. 




SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR8. 

For scrumptious, flavour-seated sandwiches or jatfles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has 
3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
tegs and a thermostat control with light. 


GIVE ME SUNBEAM ANYTIME 


SUNBEAM FOOD PROCESSOR LC1. 

All.the speed and versatility to shred, slice, mix, chop, crush, blend, 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/OFF switch and Pulse Button' 
for precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade; slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula 


With two reversible non-stick hot plates, each ribbed on one side and flat on the other. 
Removable for easy cleaning. Deep drainage channels and separate drip tray for fat- 
free grilling. Slide heat control and temperature indicator light. Four cooking positions; 
Opened out flat for big family grills, both sides at once for super-quick cooking, 
one sided vertical to save on bench space, 
or suspended top-plate cooking - 
great open sandwiches. 


SUNBEAM HotShot 


‘PETE’S PLACE’ 

for 

mmT prices 







HEJTAE! 


HEALTH FOOD SHOP 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 


Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 

Porpay Meringue tarts guBMlnk 

Candied Kumera 

Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 7 A 

Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut A 1 I 

Pineapple pie I \ 

Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 

hundreds of years. ^--P" ■■ ■ 

Try these interesting and delicious * 
dishes and many others at m 

Eh/a’s 

Valley View Restaurant 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 














As the first watch to make full 
digital timepiece capability available in 
a ladies’ watch, the Citizen Quartz 
Ladies’ Chronograph is expected to be 
enormously popular, especially among 
the active, sports conscious younger 
generation. 

Featuring the world s 
first 1/100 second stopwatch in a 
ladies’ model, it provides a complete 


range of digital functions including a 
lap timer with first and second place 
calculation, extra digital time function 
for overseas travel etc. The beautiful 
liquid crystal display is not only 
fashionable and versatile; it is also 
extremely easy to use. For example, 
stopwatch and dual time settings can 
be confirmed at a glance with the 
function set indicator. 


1. TIME Displa y 2. CAL ENDAR Dis play 3. STOPWATCH Display 

!?'38| pTlD] 12?'3 S' 

m ?8j so] Igp 9? 


Stainless *47 Gold *76 



a full range at 

k/MfltDYi 7 & ©@. 


CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 

ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 













PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men. 

women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC office 
in New Cascade Rd.: Monday through 
Friday from 9am-16.30pm; Saturday 
from 10am-opm; Sunday 10am-12.00 
and again 3pm-6pm. Charge for 3 
minutes Sydney $3.75, Auckland 
$4. 68. Atmospheric conditions can 
affect transmission quality. Advance 
time bookings can be made. 

TELE OLA MS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Telex also available. 
LIQUOR BOND STORE: Monday 
through Friday, 10.30am to 5.30pm. 
Saturday, 9am-noon. 

The Liquor Bond store is located in 
Norfolk Village in Burnt Pine. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Duncan's Jewellers. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 

, Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8.30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2106 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are - sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island's leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 

When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an Inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY Housie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty's Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway”; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings, before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you'll want to return. 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Duncan’s Jewellers ; "We have Nor- 
folk’s widest range of jewellery, at 
remarkably low prices - and we're 
open lunchtimes and Wed. afternoon, 

■ 

"Pete's Place" "Sunbeam electrical 
appliances, at big discounts. " 

■ 

Landy & Co.; "Citizen Quartz l A00- 
sec. chronographs as low as $42, " 

ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + aBC + />.BC+A 


International Duty-Free: "The Gen¬ 
eral Electric 1200W hair dryer, on 
special at $15 - under 1/2 NZ price." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers aYid hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine” 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5." 


The Trading Post: "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 

BC+aBC+ABC+ABC+ABC+aBC 


i A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE \ 


U (OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 



additional information on Norfolk 

"THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS’ RIGHTS TO NORFOLK ISLAND" - reprints of his¬ 
toric documents of the mid-1800s - $1.25... "GOD'S GENTLEMEN" - the story 
of the Melanesian Mission and St. Barnabas Chapel - $19. 95... "SOUTH SEAS 
GUIDE" - including a section on Norfolk - $4. 

AVAILABLE AT THE TRADING POST ... BURNS PHILP STORES . .. TOURIST 
BUREAU ... NEWSAGENCY ... DUNCAN'S JEWELLERS ... BOOKWORM 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 


ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at tha 


TRADING 


POST 





Inside St Barnabas 
you’ll hear strange noises. 


Not the ghastly ghostly kind 
necessarily. So no need to 
be alarmed. (Our only res¬ 
ident spook seems to be in 
the cellars of Government 
House, but even that’s 
doubtful.) 

No, what you’re hearing 
is the reassuring audible 
beep signal from the new 
Minolta 110 cartridge load 
AutoPak Pocket Cameras, 
warning you if the lighting 
conditions are too low. And 
a little red light in the view- 
finderremindsyou to open 
up to the next setting.There 
is scarcely another camera 


First, come to Cameralines 



around so simple and fool¬ 
proof to use, or so sophis¬ 
ticated in it’s operation. 

There’s the 430Ex, a pop¬ 
ular priced modelthat takes 
superb shots everytime. 
The450Ex has additional 
close up capability, while 


the 460Tx gives you a pow- 
telephoto lens to get 
closer to the action. 
All have built-in 


430Ex: $55 


450Ex: $65 


460Tx: $75 


inated focussing panels, and 
fast, sure focus and expos¬ 
ure selection. 

There’s the 470 model 
too, not illustrated, which 
doesn’t go beep, but does 
give you fully automatic 
exposure control in¬ 
stead. So check out 
the Minolta AutoPak 
just right for your needs. 
And whenyou getback 
ome, the noises you’ll hear 
won’t be at all strange, 
i Doesn’t everybody 
; recognise the sound 
•i of thunderous 
applause? 


(ameralines 


Norfolk Minolta Specialist 
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AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON 


TUE 


WED 


-NOTABLE DATES IN THE hISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE- 


November 29th, 1838: Pitcairn Island came under the protection of England, with the visit of Capt. Rusell 
Elliott in KBMS Fly . During his brief stay he drew up a constitution.of the laws the Pitcairners wanted to 
follow. This made Pitcairn one of the earliest democracies among the English colonies - and for the first 
time in any British constitution, anywhere, women were given full voting rights, and education of children 
was made compulsory. 

December 2nd, 1858 : 16 of the Pitcairners, who had moved to Norfolk in 1856, went back and re-colonised 
Pitcairn. They were followed by another group of 27, who left Norfolk on December 18th, 1863. 

December 7th, 1880: St. Barnabas Chapel was consecrated. 
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■Church services ■housie (LC) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) BFilm (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.C0) 
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■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


26 


■Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


30 


■Church services ■Housie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) ■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm! 
■Open nighi (Nik) 
m(. i (MRT8. C j) 
C'dants Din (G) 


■ Film (RSL) 

■ Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 
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■Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pn) ■Film (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


9 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 


10 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 
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15 


■ Church services BHousie (LC) 

■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) ■Film (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) BSm'b'd (SP) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


16 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C'dant's Din (G) 


17 


■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Assembly (A 2pm) 


a great name in photography 








CALENDAR 


THUR 

20 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


27 


I Housie (LC) 

I Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary ( G 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
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■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b’d (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6.30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


18 


■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary ( G 6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 


FRI 

21 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 
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■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.001 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b’d (Cwy) 


12 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


SAT 

22 

•SDA service 
■ Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


29 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


6 


■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


13 


■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent t 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind.. . 

N 





LOCATIONS 

-N. I, Assembly chamber 
-Burnt Pine 
-Bowling Club 
-Bicentennial Park 
-Branka House 
-Catholic Church 
-All Saints Church 
-Castaway Hotel 
-Emily Bay 
-Garrison Rest'r't 
-Golf Club 
-Hospital 
-Kingston Oval 
-Library 
-Leagues Club 
-Lime Kiln BBQ 
-Museum Bldg. 

-Uniting Church 
-Mission Rd. Talkies 
-hotel Norfolk 
-Paradise Hotel 
-Pitcairners Hall 
-Rawson hall 
-RSL Club 
-School 

-7thDayAdv. hall 
-South Pacific hotel 
-St. Barnabas C uapel 
-Simon's Water 
-Valley View Rest'r't 
-Youth Centre 



















Beautiful Norfolk Island. 

Take it home with you. 

For only $7.95 


Almost all our visitors 
wish they really could 
take Norfolk home 
with them. 

But where would you find 
enough wrapping paper? 

So here is the 
next best thing. 

This lavishly produced 
Souvenir Calendar 
will help you re-live the 
many pleasant memories 
of your time on Norfolk, 
as well as making an 
ideal and easy gift for 
the many friends and 
relations back home. 

It contains no less than 
58 stunning full-colour 
reproductions of many 
beautiful places of interest, 
plus descriptive text. 
Size is a handsome 
510 x 285mm (20”x 11 Vi”) 
with one month to a page. 
You can buy it in most 
of the Norfolk shops. 
It’s so easy to take Norfolk 
home with you. 

PS: This calendar is 
available only on Norfolk, 
so it’s a true memento. 


Norfolk 

the uncommonly beautiful Island 


Souvenir Calendar 














SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,, and to gain a more Informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1350 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 550 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
350 Australians and 350 New Zealan¬ 
ders who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to about one half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share In common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1971 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct people, with their oyvn tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports: from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage sumps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple uxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There Is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $12 o, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospiul, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected in Australia 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit* does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history as well as Norfolk's. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more being put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing ( the mill-pond 
and mill ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 
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building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was. an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: A COLONY 

When Norfolk was turned over to the 
Pitcairners as their new homeland in 
1856, England formally separated the 
Island from the Australian colonies 
and made it a distinct Crown Colony 
on its own. The Pitcairners governed 
themselves, their laws being subject 
to veto only by the Queen in Council. 
This era of self-government ended in 
1896, when England gave the Governor 
of New South Wales the authority to 
make Norfolk's laws without reference 
to the people. In 1914 this authority 
was transferred to the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

The Island has never been re-annexed 
to Australia. Its governmental status 
today is that of "a territory under the 
authority of Australia". Some Austra¬ 
lian laws apply on Norfolk, just as if 
it were part of Australia. Others do 
not: the Island's public finance and 
basic laws such as those regulating 
immigration and customs are separate 
and distinct from Australia's. 

For more than 80 years until 1979, 
Norfolk had full colonial government, 
with wide personal powers wielded by 
a series of Administrators sent from 
Australia. The people were allowed 
-ote only for a local Council, and 
it- Mile power was to offer advice, 
iii'oii ignored, to the Administrator. 
Periodically the Island chafed under 
thi- c olonial system, and there were 
protests, petitions to the Queen, in¬ 
quiries and Royal Commissions. 

Almost all other islands in the South 
Pacific were ruled in much the same 
way by one or another of the major 
powers, but by the 1950s colonialism 
began coming into bad odour. With 
the exception of France and Chile, 
the Pacific powers began allowing 
their Pacific territories to decide for 
themselves how they wanted to be 
governed. 

Australia had three such territories. 

It granted independence to Nauru in 
1968 and to Papua New Guinea in 1975. 
As PNG's independence approached, 
the Whitlam Government in Australia 


declared that Norfolk’s method of ad¬ 
ministration was also outmoded, and 
asked a Royal Commission to reccomend 
how the Island should be governed. 

When the Commissioner made his 
report (die "Nimmo Report") in 1976 
his recommendation was that Norfolk 
should be completely integrated into 
Australia, becoming part of the elec¬ 
torate of Canberra. He recommended 
that no referendum should be held to 
see what the people of Norfolk thought 
of the idea, because he said they were 
too upset to make a calm assessment. 
Among his other views on Norfolk, set 
out in the report, was his opinion that 
if the Island "sank in the Pacific fol¬ 
lowing an earthquake, intending holi¬ 
day makers would soon find an alter¬ 
native. ” 

A group of Pitcairners set out to find 
out what the people thought. Calling 
at every home on the Island, they in¬ 
vited electors to sign a "Solemn De¬ 
claration" on whether they wished Nor¬ 
folk to be integrated into Australia, or 
wished it to remain separate and dis¬ 
tinct. More than two-thirds of the 
electors made such declarations - and 
some 93<5t of them wanted Norfolk's 
separate identity to be preserved. 

These declarations were presented to 
by the head of the elected Council 
to Australia's Minister responsible for 
Norfolk, as evidence of the will of 
the people. He said they were "to¬ 
tally, utterly and completely value¬ 
less". 

The members of the Council then 
appealed to the United Nations to pro¬ 
tect Norfolk from being integrated 
into Australia without the consent of 
the people. A delegation of the Coun¬ 
cil also went to Canberra to voice Nor¬ 
folk's protests as widely as they could. 

The United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia became aware of the controversy, 
studied the situation, and declared 
that Australia's position was in viola¬ 
tion of its U.N. commitments and 
that Norfolk's residents were entitled ; 
to self-determination. 

The Australian Government pressed 
on regardless. In March 1978 a new 
Minister, Hon. R.J. Ellicott, made 
an official visit to the Island to assert 
his Government’s authority and repeat¬ 
edly informed the people, "This is 
Australia. You are Australians." Feel¬ 
ings ran higher than ever, and for the 
first time in many years there was talk 
of violence on Norfolk. 

Two months later Mr. Ellicott sud¬ 
denly returned to the Island and announ¬ 
ced that Australia had decided not to 
implement the Nimmo Report after 
all. He asserted again that Norfolk 
was "part of Australia" and would re¬ 
main so- but that Norfolk's law did 
not have to be the same as Australia's, 


and a form of self-government would 
be worked out. 

5: EMERGING 

After tense negotiations lasting near¬ 
ly a year, Australia enacted the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1979, establishing a 
new form of government for the Island. 
The Norfolk Council was not satisfied 
with it because Australia flatly refused 
to acknowledge that the people of the 
Island should be governed by consent, 
insisted that any law made on Norfolk 
should be cancellable by Australia 
within six months, and appeared to 
claim Norfolk’s surrounding ocean zone 
as Australian property. The head of 
the Council said such injustices would 
cause difficulty until they were remov¬ 
ed, but that the Island would never¬ 
theless do all it could to make the 
new arrangement work. 

Since August 1979 Norfolk has had its 
own elected Legislative Assembly, re¬ 
sponsible for initiating laws on virtual¬ 
ly all Island matters. An Australian 
Administrator remains in residence as 
the head of government and the repre¬ 
sentative of Australia, but most day- 
to-day executive decisions in govern¬ 
ing the Island are made by Norfolk 
Ministers elected from within the As¬ 
sembly. The Assembly's range of 
executive authority includes not only 
"municipal" matters, but finance, 
education, the postal system, customs, 
immigration, broadcasting, telephone 
service, electricity generation and 
tourism as well. 

In the first year of the new arrange¬ 
ment the Australian Government pro¬ 
vided many kinds of advisory and tech¬ 
nical assistance to the Assembly, but 
intruded little if at all in the daily 
governing of the Island. The role 
of the resident Australian Administra¬ 
tor changed greatly. Previously the 
Administrator had been the dominant 
figure on the Island, making scores 
of executive decisions, large and 
small, every day. Today the Admini¬ 
strator acts as a link between the As¬ 
sembly and the Australian Government, 
and fills a constitutional role compar¬ 
able in some ways to that of a Gover¬ 
nor-General. The full-time head of 
the Island's administration is now a 
Chief Administrative Officer, appoint¬ 
ed by the Assembly. 

Executive authority over land mat¬ 
ters, law enforcement, the 200-mile 
ocean zone, relations with other Paci¬ 
fic islands and many other facets of 
government is still retained by Aus¬ 
tralia, but a review is to be made by 
mid-1984 to see how and whether the 
Assembly’s authority to govern Norfolk 
should be further extended. 



PLEASE TELEPHONE 
2255 FOR BOOKINGS 


AT THE HILLCREST hOTEL, TAYLOR’S RD. OPEN FOR LUNCH MON. -SAT. 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
WITH AN EXTENSIVE 
A LA CARTE MENU.... 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT 
EXCEPT SUNDAYS 


YOUR HOSTS ARE 
DOUG AND KATE 
MURRAY 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



TRAUNC W$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm SSfiL 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees.. .a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve' items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines.. .batteries... 
cigarettes... wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items. ..novelties. ..mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 




The PHILIP ISLAND MIRACLE 


A MIRACLE OF NATURE is occurring 
on Philip Island, just a few miles 
south of Norfolk. 

Almost completely barren, with 
its topsoil eroded into the sea gener¬ 
ations ago, Philip is demonstrating 
that it can make itself green again. 

Its lifeless-looking soil still con¬ 
tains abundant plant seeds that are 
fertile and sprouting after lying 
dormant for years - perhaps even for 
a century or longer. 

Almost 200 years ago officers of 
the British convict settlement on 
Norfolk put rabbits, pigs and goats 
onto Philip, to provide game shoot¬ 
ing there. The animals prolif er¬ 
ated, and literally ate the island 
bare. 

The pigs and goats disappeared 
long ago, but the rabbits have 
persisted. Each summer the rabb¬ 
its become emaciated from lack 
of food, and one by one they die a 
slow, agonising death by starvation 
--except for a few hundred surv¬ 
ivors. In the winter and spring these 


few multiply into a few thousand 
who consume any sprigs of new 
growth that emerge from the ground 
and then gradually starve to death. 

Dr. Peter Coyne, Norfolk's Con¬ 
servator, has interrupted this ugly 
cycle in a few plots of land on 
Philip that were enclosed in rabbit- 
proof fencing beginning in mid- 
1979. 

Norfolk pine, white oak and iron- 
wood seedlings were planted, as 
veil as seeds of those and two other 
native plants, and of rye com. 

Some areas were fertilised. Others 
received no fertiliser. 

Rabbits squeezed through some 
fencing and ate everything that 
was growing. A masked booby 
chick destroyed about 15 pine and 
white oak seedlings. Three iron- 
woods planted in very exposed 
positions died. 

But the rest thrived - and so did 
many species of plants from seeds 
that had been in the earth all along. 

Twenty or more different species 


of plants appeared spontaneously, 
creating dense vegetation on land 
that had looked like bare wasteland 
only five months before. 

In an interim report of the exper¬ 
iments published in October, Dr. 
Coyne says ^Growth from existing 
sees was apparent in the small 
enclosures erected in autumn 1979, 
but the larger enclosures erected 
in spring 1979 quickly provided 
evidence of the abundance of seed 
in the soil and the capability of 
the soil for supporting plant growth.. 

"All spontaneous regeneration 
so far has been from seed already 
in the soil, but the plants have 
produced vast amounts of seed 
and the second and later generat¬ 
ions should be even more prolific. 

As an example, one sonchus was 
estimated to bear at least 2500 
seeds; if only 2 °k of these produced 
plants a fifty-fold increase would 
result... 

"Soil nutrient content is clearly 
adequate for the many self-sown 



ON NOVEMBER 15TH, 1979, A RABBIT-PROOF FENCE 
WAS PUT UP AROUND A 120-SQUARE-METRE AREA ON 
THE SOUTHWEST SIDE OF PHILIP. EXCEPT FOR SOME 
OLIVE, THE AREA WAS BARE REDDISH EARTH, STREWN 
WITH ROCKS. NOTHING WAS PUNTED; RABBITS WERE 


JUST KEPT OUT. 

ON JUNE 18TH, 1980, THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN. IN 
FIVE MONTHS THE PROTECTED AREA CONTAINED DENSE 
VEGETATION OF 20 DIFFERENT SPECIES — ALL SPROUTED 
FROM SEEDS THE SOIL STILL CONTAINS FROM THE PAST. 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Nov 20-Dec 18-..1980 
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he says, could have been eaten 
by starlings, sparrows and pigeons 
on Norfolk and dropped by them on 
Philip. Some of the spontaneously 
generated plants may have been 
from windblown seeds - but Dr. 
Coyne finds it hard to imagine some 
types being windblown. 

for a long time there have been 
reports of vast numbers of green 
shoots on Philip after a rain. But 
the rabbits have nipped these off 
quickly, and none could have sur¬ 
vived to re-.seed. 

The conclusion may be that gre¬ 
at quantities of seed worked into 
the island's soil over the centuries 
before the rabbits were introduced; 
and that each year some of them, 
for some reason, germinate. 

Dr. Coyne's report is that Philip 
can be re-born if the endless cycle 
of rabbits breeding and starving 
to death is broken for good. 

"The results of the programme 
have already provided spectacular 
evidence of the adverse effect of 
the rabbits, "he writes. "The 
ability of the remaining soil to 
sustain plant growth has also been 
demonstrated. Control of rabbits 
clearly allows considerable re¬ 
generation of plants from seed 
already present, and transplant- 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 



species occurring in the enclosures. " 
Erosion of Philip's soil has been 
measured by driving metal stakes 
into the ground in eight different 
locations on the island, and mak¬ 
ing periodic measurements. In 
a little over eleven months the 
average soil loss at these eig^it 


points was measured as averaging 
42mm, or 1.6 inches. At that av¬ 
erage rate. 14 feet of Philip's soil 
would have washed into the sea 
during the past 100 years. 

Dr. Coyne says he is mystified 
by the variety and amount of 
seeds still in the ground. Some, 



RESORT & DESIGNER WEAR 
BOUTIQUE 

Imported Clothing & Accessories 
from 

NEW YORK, HONOLULU, MEXICO 
Up driveway opposite Bowling Club 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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mg suitable trees on the island has 
been shown to be highly successful. 
Revegetation and erosion control 
have been shown to be possible on 
much of the island provided grazing 
by rabbits is prevented. " 

"Control" of the rabbits obviously 
means destroying them. Reports 
from Australia indicate that the 
most practical and humane way of 
doing this is to introduce a new 
strain of the disease myxomatosis, 
which is particular to rabbits and is 
fatal within several days. 

Objections to using myxomatosis 
have been raised in the past by 
people who are sympathetic toward 
animals and oppose inflicting any 
suffering on them. The type of 
myxomatosis originally used in 
Australia caused a lingering death 
to rabbits, and was considered un¬ 
acceptably cruel by some reason¬ 
able people. 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 


With the development of the quick 
killing strain of the disease, people 
who are genuinely concerned about 
the animals will find themselves 
in favour of a complete rabbit er¬ 


adication program on Philip Island. 
Myxomatosis will mean two or 
three days of suffering, and then 
death, for a few hundred rabbits 
on the island at the end of one 
summer. Witholding the myxomat¬ 
osis will mean months of suffering 
through starvation, and then death, 
for thousands of rabbits, summer 
after summer, forever. 

An extermination program thus 
seems called for, purely on the 
grounds of concern for untold animal 
suffering, which could be prevented 
without much cost or difficulty. 

The regeneration of Philip Island 
that would result could be one of 
the wonders of the South Pacific, 
and would be of serious scientific 
interest all over the world. Some 
years ago a small new volcanic 
island appeared in the North At¬ 
lantic, and gradually began acquiring 
plant and bird life. It was watched 
with fascination by the internation¬ 
al scientific community and the 
world’s press. 

The re-greening of Philip, two 
centuries after its ecology was 
shattered by colonial prison officers, 
could hold a similar fascination and 
could add a whole new element of 
interest to our already extraordinary 
Norfolk Island. 


Itfs your 
Island - 



keep 

Dorfdlk 

deanl 



ON A HARD, STEEP SURFACE UP NEAR THE SKYLINE OF 
PHILIP AS SEEN FROM NORFOLK, AN AREA OF 72 SQUARE 
METRES WAS FENCED AND SCATTERED WITH RYE CORN 


SEED AND NPK FERTILIZER ON APRIL 23RD, 1980. THE 
SOIL WAS NOT CULTIVATED. LESS THAN THREE MONTHS 
LATER. ON APRIL 23RD, THE CROP LOOKED LIKE THIS. 
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LETTER 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/ALWAYS IN STOCK, A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON” LABELS. 

/*FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
y GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 
Sh FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/'JAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


HENSWEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


Sir, 

Recently I suffered an accident on 
Norfolk Island. It seems it will be 
a long time before I can come to 
personally thank all those people 
who helped me. I would like to do 
it through the Norfolk News. 

To the people who found me and 
got medical help, the doctors and 
staff at the hospital. Dr.Sexton who 
was with me on the flight to Ausk- 
land and to any other people who 
helped in any way that I am not 
aware of, my most sincere thank 
you. Thank you too to those 
people who have sent messages and 
flowers to Auckland Hospital. 

1 am gradually getting better so 
I hope to see you all back at Nor¬ 
folk Island in the not too distant 
future. 

Susan Scott 
Auckland. 


T. Guan Liat, a 27-year-old Malay¬ 
sian salesman, would welcome a Nor¬ 
folk pen-friend. His address is 49 
Evergreen Rd., Penang, Malaysia. 



the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and covers these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fyi 

Kiribati 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 
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IN BRITAIN, ANCIENT HERITAGE IS LITERALLY BEING TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT 


“SAVE TOUR INDUSTRY FROM ITSELF” 


THE NORFOLK Conservation Society 
made a written submission to the Sel¬ 
ect Committee inquiring into tourism 
in October. 

The Society's point of view is that 
no one wants to damage Norfolk, but 
the Island is being damaged all the 
same - and it's time we woke up to 
ourselves. 

Excerpts from the submission: 

"IT IS EVIDENT there are inher¬ 
ent contradictions involved in tour¬ 
ism that make it mandatory that 
careful consideration be given to 
all aspects of the Island's environ¬ 
ment - if only for one important 
reason - the more unspoilt it is the 
greater <ts tourist potential. It is 
hoped that the Norfolk Island 
Conservation Society does not 
appear to be opposed to tourism 
but that we as citizen conservat¬ 
ionists are actually working to 
save the tourist industry from itself... 

"Originally Norfolk Island had 174 
native plant and tree species with 
51 of these endemic. The land 
bird species - 23 native with 14 
endemic. 

"Norfolk Island is an important 
tropical seabird nesting location 
with 11 species nesting here each 
season. Some of these species are 
not readily seen in other locations. 

"The wildlife is limited in species 
yet rich in distinctive forms in 
the way characteristic of small 
oceanic islands. Therefore in terms 
of its size the island is relatively 
rich in outstanding and interesting 
species. 

"Norfolk Island when first dis¬ 
covered must have been a true 
nature wonderland and although 
now considerably modified can 
still provide the "wilderness" 
experience that so many people 
are seeking today... 

"There are not many subtropical 
oceanic islands that can easily be 
visited and where a unique and 
interesting subtropical and tropical 
wildlife can still be seen. Some of 
these species may not be able to 
be seen anywhere else by the ord¬ 
inary traveller. At the same time 
the visitor can enjoy these in a 
setting of peace and solitude. 

Norfolk Island should therefore 
strive to protect these values or 
qualities. Norfolk Island must re¬ 
main a 'special' resort with - qual¬ 
ity of tourist not numbers which will 
destroy the values - calling for 


those who have a genuine interest 
in the unique characteristics. 

Norfolk Island should never become 
a 'stopover' place. Unless numbers 
are controlled these values will 
disappear as signs already indicate. 

"In the book, 'The Great Pacific 
Rip-Off', by Robert Wenkam, p.8, 
'tourism has become an undustry 
symbolic of scenic trespass, overuse, 
and environmental exploitation, 
claiming to be a clean industry 
when compared with conventional 
industrial activity, its traffic 
noise, jet exhaust fumes, highway 
construction and reckless destruct¬ 
ion of visual beauty are seldom 
mentioned when adding up the fina¬ 
ncial gains.' 

"If Norfolk Island is to remain 
a holiday resort of first-rate qual¬ 
ity a serious action and considerat¬ 
ion of conservation issues must take 
place including a limit on permanent 
population and annual tourist num¬ 
bers. Aconservation program includ- 
the field of landscape and Town and 
Country Planning should be urgently 
implemented... 

"Warnings and recommendations 
were made in 19d8 by the A.C. F. 
and contained in their Number 1 
Report. These matters have not 
been positively followed up. The 
Island was then on the brink of 
unplanned development and to 
quote, 'there are already signs that 


this development will follow a 
course which has already ruined so 
many resorts.in Australia and New 
Zealand. We wish to remind die 
islander and settlers to realize 
before it is too late, that they are 
the guardians of a unique island, 
the preservation of which requires 
continued vigilance.' Perhaps 
we need to be reminded of this in 
1980. 

"To further quote from A.C.F. re 
arguments for conservation - 'at 
present we cannot argue that the 
other endemic plant and animal 
species are of commercial import¬ 
ance - although who knows what 
value will be set upon them by 
our successors? There is, however, 
one very strong argument for their 
preservation in communities - the 
growth of tourism, which is one 
of the main industries of the world. 
With the increase in living stand¬ 
ards, of leisure and diffusion of 
education, more and more people 
are demanding the conservation of 
wilderness and wildlife as a source 
of interest and enjoyment. The 
economy of Norfolk Island cannot 
be permanently ensured if develop¬ 
ment is merely directed towards 
the provision of pleasant hotel 
accommodation, the sale of tax 
free liquor, cameras, transistors 
and tourist trash, the extension of 
tourist roads for those who can 


NORFOLK ISLAND 
ADMINISTRATION 

At the request ol the Administrator ul Norfolk Island 
and the Norfolk Island legislative Assembly. I. John 
Derrick Ovmgton. Director ol National Parks and 
Wildlife, hereby give notice that -- 

(a) I intend to prepare a plan of management 
in respect of the Mount Pitt Reserve, Nor 
folk Island, for submission to the Adminis¬ 
trator and the I egislative Assembly: 

(b) interested persons are invited to make 
representations in connection with the pro 
posed plan by 10th December. 1980; 

(c) such representations may be forwarded to: 

The Director of Notional Porks and Wildkfe. 
Bos 6)6. P.O.. 

Canberra City. A C T. 2601 

or to: 

The Conservator. Box )10. P.O.. 

NorMk Island. South Pacific ll« 

Dr Peter Coyne. 11 Quality Row, Kingston. 
Norte* Island (Phono 200)). 

DATED this 9th day of September. 1980. 

Professor J. D. Ovington, 
_ Director of Netionol Parks and Wildlife 
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Something to 
Smile about 


from Suzy 



enjoy motoring over a continent. 
Tourists - like radio and TV aud¬ 
iences need more than light ent¬ 
ertainment and snippets of inform¬ 
ation; increasingly they will demand 
an adult program providing intell¬ 
ectual and aesthetic satisfaction. 

On Norfolk Island it will be nec¬ 
essary to provide additional inter¬ 
ests, to conserve the scenery, the 
groves of pines and oaks along the 
cliffs, to maintain a national park 
in the hills so as to attract a more 
varied group of visitors. The whole 
economic future of the island is 
bound up with an overall policy of 
conservation - of its waters, soils 
and pastures, its forests, birds and 
plants, its fascinating landscape, 
its historical and architectural 
survivals.'... 

"The 'Bulletin' dated October 30 
1919, has an article entitled 'History 
Dying Under the Tourist's Feet'... 
'Britain's ancient heritage is being 
trampled underfoot - literally. 

The well-shod feet of millions of 
tourists have wreaked more ruin in 
the past 10 years than all the cent¬ 
uries that have passed sitee Emperor 
Hadrian built his famous Roman 

Wall in 122 A. D.not far away, 

Beatrix Potter's hilltop cottage in 
the Lake district, built to house 
two adults and two children, has 
100, 000 tourists trampling through 
it every year. The stone floors are 
wearing through to the soil, the 
walls are cracking and the roof is 
sagging... Anne Hathaway’s cottage 
has its staircase renewed every 
four or five years... * 

"'It would be ironical if these 
visitors in their search for history sh¬ 
ould be found to have destroyed 
history, but in my view this is 
what is happening. 

" ’.. yet those who are destroying 
what they come to see are innocent 
as individuals. If collectively and 
cumulatively they erode Britain's 
heritage the British are the last 
people to ask them to stop coming 
for they spend around $20M/day 
while they are walking over the 
graves of heroes and poets. 

"Norfolk Island's environment 
and wildlife is unique and interest¬ 
ing; if protected from overdevel¬ 
opment, as a viable living museum 
of indigenous species combined 
with restful scenery it could become 
a holiday resort of first rate qual¬ 
ity for those who wish to experience 
something different. The retention 
and protection of these sought 
after values will mean Norfolk 
Island will not need to resort to 
artificial means to attract visitors." 


AMONGST THE NICE things about 
living here on Norfolk Island is that 
from the constant turnover of visitors 
we get to meet all sorts of inter¬ 
esting and sometimes quite famous 
people. 

A highlight last month was meeting 
Michael Pate (having watched him 
for years in movies and the Matlock 
T. V. series.) He is now a prod¬ 
ucer, and was the producer of Coll¬ 
een McCullough’s "Tim”. Eric 
Jupp, by the way, was the musical 
director. 

Michael and his wife Fellipa 
enjoyed unwinding here for one short 
week, and during that time Michael 
spent some very relaxing hours on 
our golf course. He is a very keen 
golfer and thought our course was 
great(meadow muffins and all.) 

Joyce and Allen Dyer gave a 
cocktail party in their lovely 
garden at 'The Acre” so that mem¬ 
bers of the Norfolk Amateur Theat¬ 
rical Society could meet the Pates 
(his wife, an American, also has 
a theatrical background). Of 
course everyone attended, from the 
ticket seller to the leading lady. 

Thelma Delaney, who is pres¬ 
ident of the Arts and Crafts Club 
in Rotarua, has also been holidaying 
here, and spending her days leisurely 
sketching scenery, old houses and 
all sorts of objects of interest. 

On returning home she paints in 
oils and water colours and has her 
own showings. 

Thelma plans to return to Nor¬ 
folk April next, and perhaps con¬ 
duct weekend work shops in con¬ 
junction with our Arts and Crafts 
Club here. 

All those who attended the cocktails 
and nibbles for the re-location of 
"Rags” would heartily agree that 
Kerry Cope and her mother Nancy 
A fjes must be congratulated 
after all their successful hard work. 
Just the right atmosphere was 
created for the Grand Opening. 

Music playing as you entered the 
original "Rags” shop, with just 
a few store models here and there 
displaying the current spring 
fashions. Wide, brightly carpeted 


stairs (with another eye catching 
sun frock as the stairs turned) 
the way down to the large and 
tastefully designed showroom, 
packed to capacity with groups 
of chatting prospective customers 
and much activity in the fitting 
rooms. 

1 really felt that this was late 
night shopping in a city somewhae. 

A lot of thought had obviously gone 
into the selection of stock for all 
ages, for both men and women, 
but especially for the teenagers who 
to date have been neglected 
fashion-wise. Now they can make 
a choice from swimwear and leis¬ 
ure wear, shorts and tops and 
frocks and lots of accessories like 
colourful bangles and belts. 

I know credit cards are accepted 
because as I was congratulating 
and bidding my farewells to 
Nancy and Kerry, a very happy 
size twelve asked if they would 
please hold this red jump suit 
until she dashed to the car for 
her bankcard. 

Every magazine we pick up these 
days seems to contain the latest 
well-proven diet. Well I actually 
met a visitor from New Zealand 
who has lost eight stone (sounds 
better than forty eight kilos). 

Yes, she attended weight watchers, 
and with their diet and brisk 
walking each day, she was able to 
lose this over a period of two years. 
She has great pride in showing a 
photo she carries of herself when 
the scales showed twenty stones. 

At present she is the exact weight 
as she vas at eleven years of age. 

She explained that she has had a 
life time of picking between meals, 
and the desire to do this is always 
present; to prevent, this, she ties 
a scarf around her mouth whilst 
she is baking; or if she has a vis¬ 
itor she asks if they would mind if 
she bakes for the family whilst 
they are talking together. 

She has one stone to lose to make 
her goal weight, then she receives 
her second diamond pin from Weight 
Watchers’ InternationaJ. Her 
first she received after losing her 
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first one hundred pounds. 

Max Inglis returned from Sydney 
with specialist's instructions to lose 
six pounds - the diet is a Lulu - 
eat what ever you fancy - the 
catch though - restrict the quant¬ 
ities. All this diet patter reminds 
me of a lady I read about recently 
She was wearing a dress she was 
poured into but didift say when. 

Lots of our regular visitors are 
here at present. Dr Derrick and 
Joan Scanlon are back for the sec¬ 
ond time this year; and staying 
with the Lambies at Cutters Corn. 

At Fletcher Christian Apartments 
for their eighth visit are Loma and 
George Sonnenberg from Balwyn 
Victoria, arriving in time for show 
day and spending the whole month. 
Yes, spending all the time. 

Yvonne and Charles Beresford 
from Auckland have just returned 
with niece Karen and nephew And¬ 
rew from Kerri Kerri, so enjoying 
lots of beach and picnics this trip 
and staying at Pine Valley. 

"Ponderosa" have just welcomed 
back Phyllis and Keith Ross for 
their eighth visit, and whilst here 
Keith has had his sixty fourth 
birthday which was celebrated at 
Anson Bay cliff top with barbeque 
chef Ron Campion doiig the honours. 

Seems the most talked about 
subject around town lately has to 
be Transcendental Meditation. 

I did attend an orientation lecture 
and am sure that T. M. has been a 
help to numerous people for varied 
reasons. As to the worries by some in 
the community that T.M. is a rel¬ 
igious cult - am sure if people 
who attended the course were 
asked this question their answer 
would be that they were not in¬ 
doctrinated into some strange 
religious cult. 

Thomas Knoles is one of the 
senior teachers in Australia and 
during his lecture explained T.M. 
its origin and benefits, and answ¬ 
ered many questions; and if he had 
added - " You too can have a face 
like mine" - he would have had 
another member for sure. 

Tom has travelled the world most 
of his life with his father, who, 
until retirement two years ago, was 
a general in the U.S. airforce. 

Any of you travellers can say "Hello” 
when in San Diego, California as 
Tom's father manages the Air Mus¬ 
eum there. 

Charles and Vera Hunt are about to 
depart for a three weeks stay in the 
Philipines, the main purpose of 
their visit is to attend the wedding 
of Charles' son Peter. (The wedding 


to be held at the famed Manila 
Club.) 

Charles Strauss is still enjoying his 
holiday in Airlie Beach and surr¬ 
ounding areas, boating, fishing 
and catching up with old friends. 

Congratulations to Meryl Robb 
and Paul Turnbull on their engage¬ 
ment. Meryl is at the Bank of 
New South W ales and Paul is a 
builder with Graham Woolley; 
and they celebrated their engagement 
with their many friends at a barbe¬ 
que at the compound on Sunday 
October, 26th when the sun shone 
brightly for the first time after the 
week of lovely rain. 

Mary and Ray Spreag have re¬ 
located their "Frank’s Mansworld" 
store into bigger premises two 
doors from the old shop. 

Ron Campion has moved the 
"Browse About" up town, and has 
done quite something with the 
interior decor. 

The International Shop has a 
very smart new facade. Burnt 
Pine is really brightening up. 

Hope those cattle stops will soon 
be installed down town so that we 
will then see flowers and shrubs 
along the shopping centre. 

Aren't we fortunate to have a 


Sgt. of Police who is interested 
in organizing entertainment for 
youth of the Island (not forgetting 
the constables who give up so 
much of their time also). Bernie 
was absent from the Island for a 
few weeks recently for medical 
reasons and during that time a 
band of very willing workers carr¬ 
ied on the Disco and roller skating 
and Bernie would like to person¬ 
ally thank, through this paper, 

Jan Crabtree, Chloe, Deanne 
Fitzpatrick, Carol Smith and 
Paul Dehlsen. 

The sun always shines for Show 
Day and after examining all the 
exhibits from the clever people 
who live here, I am always left 
with a feeling of inadequacy - 
and this year was no exception. 

Why can't I ride a hor s e as well 
as Trudy Irvine? or bake like 
Marie Freshwater, arrange flowers 
like Vera hunt? I've tried to make 
marmalade "but" the peel 
refuses to stay in neat circles - but 
Gourdie Beveridge never fails. I'm 
a devil for punishment though - 
last weekend, the Red Cross served 
afternoon tea in Hazel Martin's 
prize winning garden. Hope you 
were there. 


GOOD READING 1 


‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL. TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID ThE RE¬ 
VIEW IN 'THE NEWS'. 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. NEWSAGENCY, BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL ShOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL ThE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DA Y-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 


L 
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This food 
becomes a blender 



Here are two appliances. 
But you’re not paying 1 
for two. 


GENERAL^ ELECTRIC' 

* Trade Mark General Electric Company U.S.A. 
World's Largest Electrical Enterprise 


Because the same 
motor powers both of them ! 

Which saves you money 
not to mention cupboard 
space. 


International Duty Free 
— Sporting Gift Centre 










processor 
in just 10 seconds. 




This motor has real muscles. 
Because it uses gears instead of 
belts that can slip. 

So good, it comes with an 
exceptional motor warranty. 

And boy, does it work. 

Click. 

It’s a food processor that 
slices 
chops 
shreds 

grates 

grinds 

and 

minces. 


COME IN 


Click again. 

It's a blender that A 
stirs 
purees 

blends 

liq uefies _ 
and crushes ice . 

All you need now are 
the recipes. 

And GE gives them 
to you. 

You get 
a 160 page, 
full-colour 
cook-book 
at no extra 
charge . 


AND SEE OUR RANGE 


CROCK POTS FROM $27.95 

KETTLES FROM $20.95 
HAIRDRYERS FROM $15.95 

STEAM IRONS FROM $18.95 



International Duty Free 
— Sporting & Gift Centre 














A talk with the 
Administrator 


AS THE AUSTRALIAN election 
results gradually rolled in and it 
became evident that the Fraser 
Government had been returned to 
office for another three years, 
most of Norfolk breathed a sigh of 
relief. 

A Labor Party had been predicted 
by the opinion polls. That would 
have put the Island into another 
period of upheaval - a new Minis¬ 
ter, no doubt a new Administrator, 
perhaps a new administering Dep¬ 
artment, and quite possibly a 
whole new battle about Norfolk’s 
being integrated into Australia. 

Years ago, after Harry Truman 
was quite unexpectedly re-elected 
to the U. S. presidency. Bob 
Hope sent a one-word congrat¬ 
ulatory telegram to the White 
House. It said "UNPACK". 

Last month, pleased that Mr. 

W. P. Coleman would obviously 
be staying on a while as Norfolk’s 
Administrator, we allowed a few 
days for him to unpack and then 
asked if he would consent to a 
low-key, straight-up-and-down 
interview about his recently - 
completed first year in office. 

The conversation wandered over 
many subjects and yielded some 
intriguing snippets of news and 
a few forecasts. 


THE JOB OF being Administrat¬ 
or changed greatly with Mr. Cole¬ 
man's appointment last year. His 
predecessor, Mr. Desmond Vincent 
O’Leary, was the last in a long 
line of Administrators who ran 
Norfolk as if it were a small 
conquered territory. Some were 
genile, some were not - but each 
one was , for a period, the gov¬ 
ernment here. Into the Admin¬ 
istrator’s office flowed every key 
question in the administration of 
the Island; from his voice or his 
pen, every key answer flowed. 

The people of the Island were 
allowed to elect a Council, but 
it existed only to offer advice to 


the Administrator, a fact he 
frequently made clear as he 
chaired the Council’s monthly 
meetings. 

It’s very different now. Most 
of the decisions that used to be 
made by the Administrator are 
now made by the Assembly, or 
one of its Ministers, or by Nor¬ 
folk Public Service officers. 

The Administrator's old office 
on the first floor of the Admin 
Building is now occupied by 
Malcolm Bains, and it's a diff¬ 
erent office than it used to be. 

As head of the Public Service 
Mr. Bains follows a sensible, 
effective policy - quite radical, 
for Norfolk - of wanting every 
decision to be made as quickly as 
possible, at the lowest possible 
echelon. The Administrator isn’t 
even in the Admin Building any 
more. He works in the removed 
quiet of the old Officers’ Quarters, 
next door. 

The elected Assembly runs its 
own meeting. The Administrator's 
voice is no longer heard. He's 
in his office, listening to the broad¬ 
cast of the meeting, like anyone 
else. 

"It's very much a transition 
period for the Norfolk Administ¬ 
rator, " Mr. Coleman says. "A 
good deal of power has been trans¬ 
ferred to the Assembly. It’s int¬ 
ended that consideration will be 
given to transferring further powers 
as well. Meanwhile, a number of 
these powers are being exercised 
in consultation with the Assembly. 

"After my time, if things go 
according to plan, the Administ¬ 
rator's job will be increasingly 
vice-regalised, 

"The job as it is now is fairly 
busy and demanding - with some 
slack periods - but if all the ret¬ 
ained powers are transferred to the 
Assembly, the Administrator's job 
will have become entirely vice¬ 
regal. I have some difficulty in 
envisaging that, in such a small 
community... it would have to be 
a job for a retired man." 

IN THE OLD DAYS it would have 
been a silly question to ask an 
Administrator how he kept inform¬ 
ed about what was happening on 
Norfolk - he himself was deciding 
what would happen, every day. 

Mr. Coleman keeps in touch 
through a reasonably steady flow 
of meetings and discussions with 
Assembly and public service off¬ 
icers on matters where Australia 
retains executive authority; and 


in a variety of other ways. 

"A lot of private citizens come 
in for a chat, ” he says. 

"I get a lot of phone calls, and per¬ 
sonal calls. 

"I'm in Burnt Pine every day, 
and find myself talking with 
people there. 

"I go to organisation meetings- 
the service clubs, sporting cltbs 
- though certainly don't go to 
all of diem. 

"We have a certain amount of 
social life. 

"1 keep in touch with the school, 
and the hospital, and the police - 
and of course with Malcolm Bains, 
and Section Heads and the OTC, 
and the Department of Transport. 

"But I think it's better if the 
public think of their Assembly 
Members as their elected repres¬ 
entatives. They should be more 
visible than the Administrator. " 


HOW DOES he stay current with 
world events? 

"I listen to the ABC, and various 
overseas services - the Voice of 
America, for example, during 
the political conventions there, 
but the reception isn’t very good, 
and it's too much of a strain to 
listen to it regularly. 

"1 subscribe to a lot of magaz¬ 
ines. The New York Times weekly 
magazine, which the Age, in 
Melbourne, offers. TIME magaz¬ 
ine. A lot of overseas journals 
of opinion. 

"Actually I'm getting more world 
news and comment here than I"ve 
ever had in my life." 

STAYING IN touch with Canberra 
is ’ho problem at all," he says. 

"We use the telex a lot. The 
phone has been there for donkey's 
years, but the telex is a tremend¬ 
ous aid to communication. There 
is no excuse for an Administrator's 
being out of touch with Depart¬ 
mental policies, decisions or 
proposals." 

THE NORFOLK Annual Report 
had been requiring his attention 
during the previous few weeks. 

It is expected to be tabled in the 
Australian Parliament in Novem¬ 
ber. The cover design will be the 
crossed flags of Norfolk and Aust¬ 
ralia. 

Whose annual report will it be? 
With the Island's emergence into 
"a form of" self-government, 
and the Assenbly responsible for 
public moneys, would it be a 
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report from the Assembly to the 
public? 

"It is a report by the Admin- ' 
istrator to the Minister for Home 
Affairs, " Mr. Coleman says. 

In that case, will the Island be 
expected to pay for it? 

"I don't know. We're trying to 
find that out. It has been an 
Administration expense in the 
past. There may be a case for 
saying that the cost should be 
shared." 

THE PUBLIC Service Board, of 
which the Administrator is chair¬ 
man, has been time-consuming 
lately, Mr. Coleman says. 

The three members of the Board 
went to Sydney to interview three 
management consulting firms who 
were on the short list for doing 
the forthcoming full-scale review 
of the Island's public service. 

After the interviews, the Board 
had to start preparing a report to 
the Assembly on what the onsult- 
ants said, and which firm the 
Board favours. The Assembly 
will be asked to make the final 
decision. 

The Board has met 14 times in 
the last financial year - more 
frequently lately, Mr. Coleman 
says, because of the disagree¬ 
ment between the Board and the 
Assembly on public service salary 
policies. 

"The Board hopes that an indep¬ 
endent salary review and recomm¬ 
endation will carry more weight 
than the Board’s own policy, which 
the Assembly never endorsed, ” 
he says. 

Should the Board issue some sort 
of annual report about its actions 
and decisions during the year? 

"I don't see why not, " Mr. Cole¬ 
man says. 'We thought there 
might be such a thing, as an 
appendix to the Island annual report. 
That didp't work out, although 
there is a section about the Public 
Service Board." 

The public service officers' 
representative on the Board, 

Bryan Bates, keeps them informed 
about what is happening on the 
Board - shouldn't the Board as a 
whole have a similar duty to 
report to the community as a whole, 
which has an equally legitimate 
interest in what is happening? 

”1 accept that completely, " Mr. 
Coleman says. "It is a good 
point." 

LAND SUBDIVISION applic¬ 
ations have been an active part' 
of the Administrator's routine 



SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES. 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR-DISCERNING BA RG A I N-H U N TERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



BOUTIQUE 


lata! 

-O MASTBVtECES FROM 


TELEPHONE 2358 
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over the past year. There have 
been about 15 applications- 
"including major ones, with large 
numbers of blocks, and some 
small family ones, " according to 
Mr. Coleman. Of these, nine 
have been approved, two dis¬ 
approved, and two withdrawn - 
with the others still under 
consideration. 

We talked with Mr. Coleman 
about the fact that, to ordinary 
residents of the Island, land sub¬ 
division approvals seem to be 
carried out in secret. Until last 
year, building applications had 
been surrounded in similar sec¬ 
recy: no one knew who got them or 
who was refused, or why - and this 
created a breeding-ground for 
suspicions of special favours. Since 
the Assembly took charge of 
building controls, all building 
applications have been Gazetted, 
with ten days allowed for public 
comment or objection before a 
decision is made. All decisions 
are then Gazetted, with reasons 
given in the case of an applicat¬ 
ion refused. 

Wouldn't a similar procedure for 
all land subdivision applications be 
an equally good idea? 



MR. COLEMAN 


"On the precedent of the Build¬ 
ing Board's experience, it is well 
worth considering the Gazettal of 
subdivision applications, " Mr. 
Coleman says. 


THERE HAVE BEEN a lot of 
Commonwealth public servants 
visiting Norfolk during the past 


year, in connection with the 
airport upgrading, restoration 
work at Kingston, and other 
matters. 

"We’ve calculated that their 
transport costs, fares, and acc¬ 
ommodation of the Island have 
added up to around $1, 000, 000 
in die past year, " Mr. Coleman 
says. “That doesn't count their 
salaries, or time spent in their own 
offices in connection with their 
visits." 


THE DEPARTMENT of Home Affairs 
officers concerned with Norfolk in 
Canberra these days are Dr. Don 
McMichael, the Secretary; Bill 
McCasker, 1st Assistant Secret¬ 
ary; Bill Syrette; and John Nicho- 
son. Peter Ilyk , who devel¬ 
oped a very sensitive understanding 
of the Island during his term as 
Official Secretary here, is no 
longer with the Department. He 
is now part of the Department 
of Science and the Environment. 


NORFOLK'S Executive Council - 
the Assembly Ministers, chaired 
by the Administrator - meets in 
secret but its decisions result in 
items for the Gazette. 

"Formally, 1 convene the meet¬ 
ings, " Mr. Coleman says, "but it's 
done to suit the executive members. 

"The Official Secretary prepares 
the papers, 24 hours ahead. The 
meetings are held soon after each 
Assembly meeting. 

"They are usually quite short and 
routine. They lead to my giving 
assent to a law on certain matters, 
or reserving assent for the Govern¬ 
or General’s pleasure on other 
matters - or making regulations, 
or Executive Arrangement Orders, 
or making residency application 
grants. 

"The theory is that if there is to 
be disagreement, it should be 
ironed out beforehand, so that in 
the Executive Council meeting, 
things move very smoothly. " 


MR, COLEMAN was planning to 
leave a few days after the inter- 
viewfor a short trip to Chicago, 
where he was to have discussions 
about getting access to some 
private archives for information 
for a book he is considering 
writing. 

"You have to look ahead, " he 
said. 


Handcrafted 
local pottefy 

Fresh from the kiln 



AT THE OLD HOUSE BEING RESTORED AT THE 
END OF THE TAR SEAL ON SELWYN PINE ROAD 
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Norfolk 


"MY FAVOURITE item in our 
collection is the bride's nightgown- 
it even has a train on it, ” says 
Kathy Davies, co-owner with her 
husband, Karl, of the new Bounty 
Folk Museum at Middlegate. 

”1 am very sentimental and love 
the thought that someone went to 
all the trouble to sew it. It really 
looks too good to wear. " 

This beautiful garment (and most 
everything in the newly opened 
museum) has to do with the Islanders’ 
genuine heritage. The wedding 
dress came from Pitcairn, home 
of the ancestors of the present day 
Norfolk Islanders. 

Large photographs handsomely 
displayed everywhere are Karl's 
pride and joy and there is one steel 
engraving, 190 years old, which 
he is particularly fond of. 

"He loves the lot, ” says his wife. 
"He gets excited everytime he 
comes up here." 

The new museum is of interest 
to young and old, mainlanders, 
Pitcairners, tourists. 

As you enter you'll first notice 
a small section of the original 
outside wall which has been re¬ 
stored to show our beautiful Nor¬ 
folk Pine and the si Iky patina it 
acquires after loving hands have 
worked with it. 

Also, a section of the floor in 
the front room has been restored, 
revealing beautiful wide floor 
boards of Norfolk Pine. 

Karl and Kathy Davies came 
back to live on Norfolk in April 
of this year. They were living up 
in Ballina, Queensland. They 
owned a beautiful 30 foot ketch 
which they tripped around in. 

"It had everything - even a 
double sink in the galley and a 
stand-up shower. It seemed to 
have been made with a female 
in mind," Kathy recalls. 

"We went up north to the Whit¬ 
sundays and while on the trip - 
sitting up in Townsville, we 
started to talk about the glass 
plate negatives that Karl had 
bought from Roy Bell, who was 
a beautiful photographer on the 
island. 



"Karl was the photographer here 
on Norfolk in a little shop across 
the road from the museum about 
20 years ago. It was because of 
this that he had the opportunity to 
buy the glass plate negatives from 
Roy." 

While talking about these neg¬ 
atives both Kathy and Karl felt 
they really belonged on Norfolk 
and they should do something 
about them. 


Morjfcrffc 

WITH ALICE HOWARD 


"By the time we got down to 
Moolooaba our thoughts were of 
starting a museum" 

Both have always been interested 
in Norfolk and Karl had always 
felt an urge to come back 
"But, "says Kathy, "until I sort 
of really felt it too, he didn't 
suggest doing it. It's really like 
a piece of heaven, isn't it? You 
can lead your own life here and 
you can be what you want to be." 

They decided to sell their boat 
and come back. Karl had kept 
the negatives wrapped in special 
paper. He had printed a couple 
of them 15 years ago and they were 
superb. 

"Karl's pet has always been the 
photo of the "Bounty Kettle". 

When the Davies arrived in April 
of this year, they quickly found 
the building which is the site of 
their museum. They had gone into 
buy a car from Jack Fitzpatrick 
and he said there were no cars 
available, but would they like to 


LIVING 


buy a building ? 

"We came to look at it and could 
see it had potential. It used to he 
a tea room during the war, then Joe 
Jenkins had it and ran a general 
store, and Jennie Broad had it 
after that. And then Jack used it 
for panel beating." 

The area consists of two blocks 
of land - the one behind the mus¬ 
eum has a bore on it and plans for 
extending the museum could easily 
be carried out when the time 
comes. 

Amazingly, for Norfolk, all of 
the renovating has been done since 
April. Kathy says that three days 
before their official opening they 
didn't have a thing in the museum. 

"It all came together like magic," 
she says. 

"The locals have been absolutely 
marvelous in bringing in things. 

One chap comes in every couple of 
weeks with something. 

"We have bought many engravings, 
charts, and maps ourselves. 

The museum's books come from 
everywhere. Some from America, 
Western Australia etc." We feel 
it is a good idea to have them here 
for reference. The school children 
are free to use them here, but, of 
course, can't take them away," 
Kathy explains. 

The Davies’ collection of books 
is most impressive. The most 
valuable is a set of the Birds of 
Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands put 
out by Gregory Matthes. (Incid¬ 
entally, research on the birds was 
done by Roy Bell.) The original 
work is quite beautiful and kept 
under hermetically sealed glass. 
There is also a supplement, which 
was the last publication featuring 
handcoloured lithoaraphv. 

Other especially interesting books 
are one featuring arrivals and dep¬ 
artures of ships from the period of 
1788-1825 from Australia and 
Norfolk Island; another marvelous 
one of Bligh's voyage to the South 
Seas - it's the original printed in 
1792; one written by Mary Anne 
Fryer, sister of John Fryer who had 
been sailing master of the "Bounty" 
and accompanied Bligh on the 
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"Bounty" launch to Timor and 
another which is the memoirs of 
Captain Peter Heywood, who was 
of the "Bounty" crew, taken back 
to be tried in England and set free. 

The glass plate negatives from 
Roy Bell which have been enlarged 
are enchanting. There are many 
more to be done but islanders 
will especially enjoy seeing them. 
In fact many have come in already 
to help identify the people in 
the photos. Another rare picture, 
by an unknown photographer, the 
women of Pitcairn on shipboard, is 
one of Kathy's favourites. It was 
featured in the London Daily News 
in 185... 

The Davies commissioned French 
craftsman Michel Laroche to do 
the lovely model of the "Bounty" 
launch which is on display. 

Laroche built it to the blueprint 
from Bligh's book. They have 
also commissioned him to do the 
"Bounty" as well. He does a great 
deal of work for various museums 
and is exceedingly busy - current¬ 
ly working on the Matthew Flinders 
Exhibition for the Museum of 
Applied Arts and Sciences in 
Sydney. 

People who live on Norfolk are 
pleased and impressed with the 
new folk museum and are trying 
to encourage the Davies in every 
way. At first some tourists didn't 
realise that it is a private mus¬ 
eum, or that it has more than one 
room to it. 

It is full of interesting Norfolk 
things, scrimshaw, harpoons, 
sperm whale teeth, a mock-up 
kitchen, a wheel from the first 
government launch which was 
found by a diver who visited Nor¬ 
folk, and so many more truly 
Norfolk implements which show 
what pioneers the Norfolk people 
really were and that life here was 
difficult, challenging and happy. 

In front of the museum is an 
old lighter which the Davies put 
in a tender for. The Norfolk 
Island Administration said, "don't 
go to the expense of buying one. 
We'll give you one on permanent 
loan with the proviso that you put a 
plaque on it. " Philly McCoy (Hon¬ 
ey’s husband) built it. It will be 
painted white and blue and a pleas¬ 
ant garden will be made around it. 


Admission to the museum is $2 
or 6 0£ for youngsters under 15. It 
opens every day at 11a.m. and 
closes at 4 p. m. 



One wonders what the world would 
do without rice. To many mill¬ 
ions it is literally the staff of life 
standing between them and starvation 
and, at the same time, to us it 
is a marvelously versatile grain 
adding interest to so many dishes 
such as the one which follows. 
ORANGE RICE 

A sharp tasty rice that goes 
well with either ham or chicken. 

3 tablespoons butter 
2/3 cups celery 
2 tablespoons chopped onion 
1| cups water 

2 tablespoons grated orange peel 
1 cup orange juice 
1$ teaspoons salt 
1 cup uncooked rice 
Melt butter in a heavy sauce¬ 
pan with a cover; add celery and 



Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
V 2 teaspoon pepper 
Vi cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours, HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 


COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 



onion; and cook stirring occasion¬ 
ally, until tender and light brown. 
Stir in water, orange peel and 
juice and salt; then bring to the 
boil. Add rice, cover, and steam 
over low heat for 20 to 25 min¬ 
utes, or until rice is tender. 

Serves 6. 

JIFFY COFFEE CAKE 
Here’s something you can whip 
up in a few minutes as you don't 
have to cream the sugar and short¬ 
ening, it also has a quick grilled 
topping. 

11/3 cups plain flour 
4 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

11/3 cup quick cooking rolled 
oats 

Grated peel of 1 large or 2 medium 
sized oranges 

2/3 cup brown sugar, firmly packed 

2 eggs 

1 cup milk 

2/3 cup melted butter 
Topping 

1 cup brown sugar, firmly packed 

2 tablespoons melted butter 

1 cup drained crushed pineapple 

2 tablespoons each chopped 
maraschino cherries and walnut 
meats 

Sift flour, measure, then sift again 
with baking powder and salt into a 
bowl. Mix rolled oats, grated orange 
peel, and brown sugar. Beat eggs 
slightly, add milk and melted 
butter, and pour into well in centre 
of dry ingredients; stir just enough 
to moisten. Spread batter in a 
greased 9 inch square baking pan. 

Bake in hot oven 400 for 30 min¬ 
utes. 

Meanwhile, combine topping 
ingredients and spread over baked 
cake. Place cake under the griller 
for 3 minutes or until topping is 
bubbly. Serve hot. 


UVTK 

m Mu m lit 

JUST GOT IN SOMETHING 
VERY NEW, DIFFERENT & 
ECONOMICAL -- 
A GOOD ChRISTMAS 

GIFT SUGGESTION - 



HEATED HAIR ROLLERS 
- FIT TO THE BOTTOM 
OF YOUR IRON - 
ONLY $9.95 
FROM "PETE'S PLACE” 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and Dl STRIBUTORS W HOLES ALER S ■ R E TAI LE RS 

Agents for 

• MOB1LOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CA LEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

^ MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTER1NGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 



AT LOW DISCOUNT^^PRICES FROM 













